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    THE WISDOM OF GOD (AJG 1)

    Proverbs 8:22,23; Proverbs 8:27-31; John 3:12,13; Colossians 1:24-29; Colossians 2:1-3; Ephesians 3:8-10

    I want to speak, dear brethren, of the wisdom of God, and to show how it is to come into expression in the assembly. What one has in mind in referring to it is that we might all gain some impression of the greatness of what God has called us to, for if we have been laid hold of by the gospel which has reached us in this day of the Spirit, we have been laid hold of to form part of the assembly, which is the greatest conception that divine love and wisdom could possibly bring into being. I hope I may be able to convey some little impression of that, how it is intended, that in it Gods wisdom should be seen. At the end of the epistle to the Romans, it says, To God only wise, the force of the expression being really, To God who alone is wise, conveying that wisdom is only with God, not, of course, that He cannot impart it to men, for He can, as it says, If any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not, and it shall be given to him, James 1: 5. It is a great thing to get the sense that God only is wise. Solomon says in Proverbs 21, There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against Jehovah. That is a very great comfort, that whatever man and Satan may do against God, and against His people, there is no wisdom in it finally. It may appear to have wisdom, and to a certain extent according to mans reckoning, it may have wisdom, but in the long run it will be all exposed as utter folly. God will expose it. And so in Revelation 12, the dragon appears with seven heads. That has a suggestion of completeness of wisdom, apparently, for the head is the seat of wisdom; and in chapter 13 the first beast appears, and he has seven heads. He is one of Satans agents that will shortly appear when the assembly is gone. Satan and the beast both appear to have remarkable wisdom, but where does it end? It ends in the lake of fire. The beast will be taken and cast alive into the lake of fire, and Satan will eventually be cast into the lake of fire, too, and that is the end, you see, of all wisdom against God; that is where it ends, and where its utter folly will be demonstrated. 

    Now we have in Proverbs 8 the thought of wisdom, which is personified there. It does not literally refer to Christ, because you will notice that all through the chapter it speaks of wisdom in the feminine. It says in chapter 9: Wisdom hath built her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars, and so on; so that wisdom is presented, not exactly as a figure of Christ, although there is no doubt whatever that when Christ appeared, the wisdom of God came into expression in Him, as we shall see in a moment; but the idea in Proverbs 8 is of wisdom regarded as a quality, and what God says about it. Wisdom, which is personified in the chapter says, Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I (that is wisdom) was set up from eternity, from the beginning, before the earth was. Now I understand that to mean, that before God began to work out His thoughts, He committed Himself to wisdom. His way as I understand it, is the means He takes to effectuate the thoughts that His heart has formed. God begins by forming certain thoughts, certain purposes, then the question is, how He is going to work them out; and with a view to working out what thoughts He had formed, He commits Himself to wisdom. It says, Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from eternity. That is to say, God does not do what men do. They get an idea and they begin to work it out, and they find, perhaps, that they have to scrap what they have done and begin again; or they achieve a certain measure of success, but they have to amend their original plan, and someone else comes along with something better; and so there is a continual displacement and supersession of what had gone before, but not so with God. If God forms a purpose, He carefully thinks out, according to wisdom, how He is going to work it out. He commits Himself to wisdom before He begins His operations, and then when He begins His operations. He carries them through in wisdom in relation to the thoughts He has already formed; so that first of all, we get, Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 

    Then from verse 27 onwards, we read, When he prepared the heavens, I was there; when he ordained the circle upon the face of the deep; ... when he imposed on the sea his decree that the waters should not pass his commandment, when he appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by him. That is, when God began His operations in creation, wisdom was by Him. By him it says; using figurative language, his nursling: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and my delights were with the sons of men. It is figurative language, suggestive, I believe, of the pleasure that God had in taking account of the thoughts He had formed in relation to the sons of men, and in the way in which He was going step by step, to bring these thoughts into expression and full completion. One cannot go into all the details. I have no doubt there was a reason in everything. 

    What God had in mind in relation to the sons of men was to form in that order of creation, men, not angels, but men, those who should be competent to respond to Him perfectly, to be brought into a place of greatest nearness and most holy intimacy, to be able to appreciate His glory and respond to it intelligently. Wonderful things God had in mind, showing unselfish He is; that He, being what He is, desired to have creatures before Him of such a character that they should be able to appreciate what He is with wonderful intelligence, and to respond to Him in wonderful affection. With nothing less than that would God be satisfied, and so I have no doubt that all these things had a meaning. When he imposed on the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment. What a comfort that is! The sea usually represents the workings of lawless men acted upon by Satan, but they are under control. It was in divine wisdom, dear brethren, that we should be here in a world of evil, for it is in having to be here and having to learn how to choose the good and refuse the evil, and having to learn to trust in God in the presence of evil; it is in all these things that we develop morally and spiritually, so that we may fit the position that God has in mind for us. And so He was pleased to allow that evil should come in, and that those who were the subjects of His purpose should find themselves in a world of evil, but what was it for? For our formation and education in the knowledge of Himself. And so He imposed on the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment. 

    What a comfort that is, when evil arises like a flood, as it does, sometimes, the saints fall back on that, that God has said to the sea, Hitherto shalt thou come and no further, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed, Job 38: 11; and we trust in God that when the waves of lawlessness arise, that He will just say to them, no further. The whole matter is under His control. We are thankful for that. So the seed of Abraham is likened to the sand of the seashore. God made the sea and provided the sand on the seashore. You may say, how weak is the sand, just little grains; but as held together the sand provides a barrier that the waves of the sea cannot pass over. And that is just what the saints are; they stand as a great bulwark against the forces of evil, so that however much they arise, there is something here that cannot be overcome. It is the seed of Abraham, the true seed of faith, those who know God, and God has set them as the bound of the sea, that it cannot pass over; Jeremiah 5: 22. All these details of creation, I have no doubt, were in divine wisdom because of what God was going to work out in relation to the sons of men. Wisdoms delights were with the sons of men. Wonderful thing to think of! Long before time, as we know it, was created, God had created angels; when He laid the foundations of the earth, all the sons of God, it says, shouted for joy, Job 38: 7. They were undoubtedly angels, and angels are creatures of much greater power than men, remarkable power, angels, mighty in strength, David says in Psalm 103: 20. One angel was able, without any difficulty, to dispose of the army of Sennacherib, an army of one hundred and eighty-five thousand. Think of the power of one angel, and yet, when it was a question of the purpose of His love, God did not choose angels, but set His delight on the sons of men! It ought to affect us greatly, that God has passed by angels and taken up the sons of men. 

    Well now, that being so, how is it to be worked out? How was God to secure an order of man that would be great enough morally to satisfy His heart and be able to respond to Him intelligently and appreciatively? Well, the next great step in divine wisdom is the incarnation. The great secret of divine wisdom is the wonderful fact that one of the Persons of the Godhead would become a Man, and so you get the Lord constantly speaking of Himself as the Son of man. Wisdoms delights were with the sons of men, but now the Son of man comes in. That is a title that the Lord constantly took as referring to Himself as One who had come in to take up all that belonged to man. He had to take up, dear brethren, all that attached to man because of sin, and give His life a ransom for many, if Gods thoughts for man were to be worked out. So we find Him saying, The Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many, Matthew 20: 28. Oh, wonderful grace! And yet on the other hand, God had destined man for the highest place. It says in Psalm 8, What is man that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and splendour. Thou hast made him to rule over the works of thy hands; thou hast put everything under his feet. That is what God has destined for man, but it was all to be taken up by the Son of man. In the end of chapter 1 of Johns gospel, Nathanael said to the Lord Thou art the Son of God, thou art the king of Israel, and the Lord said, Thou shalt see greater things than these. And he says to him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man. The Son of God, the king of Israel, related to Israel, but the Lord said, Thou shalt see greater things than these ... . Ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man. That is, the Son of man would be supreme, and the angels of God would ascend and descend upon Him; ascending, as it were, to receive His instructions, and descending to execute them, so great is the place of man in the Person of Christ. 

    Now in the verse I read in John 3, the Lord says, No one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. The latter is a remarkable expression, involving His deity. Though here as a Man, walking here on this earth, and speaking to Nicodemus, He could yet speak of Himself as the Son of man who is in heaven. He does not say, Who was in heaven, nor who is going to be in heaven; but the Son of man who is in heaven. It is an expression which necessarily involves His deity, because when you come to a divine Person, you cannot limit Him by any idea of location or anything of that sort. He inhabits eternity. He is everywhere. And when the Lord said, The Son of man who is in heaven, I have no doubt He was intending to convey the truth of who it was, that was there. That is the keystone of divine wisdom, that He who is God should become Man, and bring into manhood supreme moral excellence. God has brought in in Christ an order of manhood that is great enough in personal and moral excellence to satisfy His desires, great enough to express God, and to respond to Him in a perfect way. 

    But then, beloved brethren, that being so, what was in mind in a divine Person becoming Man, was that we might be brought into His life; and so redemption has been accomplished. That was a necessity. We read in the next verse, As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up. There was a divine must, because of the condition in which men were, they had become the subjects of sin and all its consequences. And therefore, if God was to effectuate His thoughts in relation to the sons of men, that matter must be dealt with according to God, sin must be judged; and as to the man who was sinful, his history must be terminated in judgment, and the Lord Jesus went to the cross in order that all that might be done vicariously for man. If it had been effectuated in us, we should never have emerged from the judgment of God; but the Son of God came and took vicariously, that is on behalf of others, the place that was ours, in order that the judgment might be borne and exhausted, and God be glorified, and the history of sinful man ended judicially in the cross of Christ. What for? In order that God might be free to give us life in Christ, and set us up in life in the heavenly order of manhood, the order of manhood that is according to His original thought, as it says in 1 Corinthians 15: 48: Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones. The first man was not Gods original thought; he was simply brought in by way of testimony, and that God might work out His thoughts in wonderful grace; but it is not an earthly order of man who has place in heaven. We have received the spirit of the heavenly One; we live in His life, and are of His order. But what I am seeking to bring before you is that God having conceived His thoughts in relation to the sons of men brought forward wisdom before setting about to carry them out; the first great step in wisdom being the incarnation. Not that it was first in point of time, because the foundation of the world came before that. When we get the expression in Scripture before the foundation of the world, I believe it always refers to the purpose of God. God had formed His purposes, and then the foundation of the world comes in with a view to the working of them out. So in John 17 the Lord says to the Father, Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world; it was a question of Gods purpose. When it is a question of the personal glory of Christ as having His part in Deity, in equality with the Father, the Lord does not use the expression before the foundation of the world. He uses the expression, before the world was, John 17: 5. Before the world was, I believe, conveys simply the thought of absolute eternity before time began; but when it is said before the foundation of the world, it has in view that God had formed a purpose, and that the world was founded with a view to working out that purpose. 

    Now when we come to Colossians and Ephesians, we have the thought of the assembly, and the assembly as the body of Christ. If you have followed what I have sought to present, and have some little impression of the greatness of what has come in in a divine Person having become Man, and that there is now such a Man before God in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, a Man in whom, Colossians says, dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, you will understand what an immense conception the thought of His body is; that is, that He should have a vessel in which what He is as Man can be expanded with a view to being expressed; not that it adds anything to Him in one sense, although it does in another. Eve added nothing to Adam, in one sense, because she was wholly derived from him; in that sense she added nothing to him, but on the other hand, she did add something to him, because in her he had a counterpart, a complement, the perfect answer, in feminine features, to himself. That is the thought, as I understand it, in the body of Christ, which is the assembly. And this is what we have been taken up for, the assembly, as Paul says in Colossians 1, for his body, which is the assembly. He makes it perfectly clear, that the assembly is Christs body. That knowledge, or the light of it, had arrested him years before, it shone upon him from heaven, when the Lord said to him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? Saul was not persecuting Christ personally; he was persecuting the assembly, ravaging it, as Scripture says; but the Lord says, Why persecutest thou me? showing Paul that the assembly here on earth was His own body, inseparably bound up with Him; so that anyone who touched the assembly touched Christ. That is what He meant; and so in that way as the Holy Spirit was received by Saul of Tarsus, the light would shine into his soul and expand as he went on. And now in this day, God is securing this masterpiece of divine wisdom, the assembly, the body of Christ; the vessel that is great enough to express Christ in all His features for the pleasure of God, and also, in the coming day as the city, to express God Himself. 

    Well now, in connection with that, we get greatly stressed the thought of mystery, and I would urge the youngest to take account of this, that if they are Christians and have received the Holy Spirit, they have their part in something which the wisest men in the earth know nothing of, if they are not Christians. They have their part in what Scripture speaks of as the mystery: something that God has been pleased to hide from the wise and prudent - those who profess to be wise and learned in the world - and which He is working out in the most wonderful way, though the world knows nothing about it. It says in Proverbs 25, It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a thing. The kings are the saints, viewed in their kingly dignity, and it is our honour to search out a thing. Now we ought to set ourselves to inquire, What is the mystery? and to look at the Scripture, and see what the mystery means. It was hidden, now it is all out. It was given to Paul to bring it out, to complete the word of God, and that involves his bringing to light the mystery. Now the mystery was this, that God was pleased to work by the gospel in all the nations under the sun, and to attract souls to Christ, and to seal them by the Holy Spirit, and by the Holy Spirit to bind them into one body. So that out of all those different components drawn from different parts of the earth, having different national characteristics and all that kind of thing, the wisdom of God is forming a wonderful vessel, the assembly, which is to be the vessel in which Christ is to find expression. This is no theory, it is an actuality. It is a remarkable testimony to the powerful influence of Christ over millions of people, absolutely diverse in character, that as they are formed under His influence, they are drawn together and held together in holy love. On the one hand it is a testimony to the wonderful influence of Christ, and on the other hand, it is a testimony to the wonderful power of the Holy Spirit, who also is a divine Person. 

    That is the mystery; and those of us who have been privileged to move about a little in different parts of the earth see it. If you go to England you see the saints bound together in love, loving Christ, they are all drawn from different social positions in life, they have different temperaments, yet they are all drawn together, they move together, they think the same thing, they say the same thing, they praise God together in the same way. And if you come to the other side of the earth, you find exactly the same thing; and you go to another part - to America, perhaps - and you see exactly the same thing. It is the mystery. The world cannot possibly understand it; the world has nothing equal to it. People say, How is it you have friends all over the world? You are going somewhere you have never been before, and you have friends there, and are received into their houses without the least difficulty. How is it? What does it mean? It is a mystery to them, they cannot possibly understand; and yet it is a great reality. It is a wonderful thing, the assembly, the body of Christ; and it is what God is working for, and so the apostle was labouring to present every man perfect in Christ. Nothing of flesh, of course, 

    can have any part in this living organism. If flesh obtrudes itself, it only spoils. You see how flesh spoiled the assembly at Corinth. It was no part of Gods purpose that the saints should fall into sin. There was no expression of Christ in that; no expression of the power of the Holy Spirit in that; no expression of the wisdom of God in that! It only showed to what a large extent through carelessness and unwatchfulness on the part of the brethren, Satan had gained a foothold. And Paul laboured, mourned and wept, and sent Timothy among them to bring to their remembrance, my ways as they are in Christ, according as I teach everywhere in every assembly. 

    Every assembly is to take on the same pattern, and that pattern can only be learned from Christ, and so Paul says he laboured to present every man perfect in Christ. The whole bent of his ministry was that every man was to be built up in the knowledge of Christ and to take character from Christ, the heavenly man, the man of Gods purpose, because every believer is to form his part in the body of Christ. And so he says, For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love. That is essential if Christ is to come into expression in His body, it is essential that the saints should be united together in love. If we are disunited, beloved brethren, what expression is there of Christ in that? You see how it cuts entirely athwart the divine mind, if we are not united together in love! You may say, we are very diverse, and we rub one another up the wrong way, and so on. That may be perfectly true as regards what we are naturally, but what about the influence of Christ, and what about the power of the Spirit? What about the bearing of the cross of Christ? Have we really learned how essential it was that Christ should go to the cross, because of what we are naturally? How essential it was that sin and the flesh should be judged and set aside for ever. Have we taken to heart what the sufferings of Christ really were? He actually went to the cross; He actually died, and He was actually buried, and all that was for us, every bit of it was for us. 

    And so if I embrace the gospel, I am to understand that what I am as in the flesh has been judged and has been ended in the death of Christ for me. Am I going to be so heartless in regard of the sufferings of Christ in all that He has borne for me, that I am going to continue to allow what He suffered to bring to an end? Is that going to be my attitude? If so, you may well inquire whether I have really embraced the gospel, whether I love Christ, if that is my attitude. No, dear brethren, this cannot be our attitude; our attitude is that in our own minds we are to be brought completely into accord with the cross of Christ, with all its implications, and as we are, we shall find that the personal influence of Christ and the power of the Spirit of God will enable us to move in a way that befits those who are of Christ, and the result is that we can be knit together in love. You cannot have the body, a vessel in which Christ is to be seen, unless we are knit together in love. There is no disunity in Christ; and so he says, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. That shows how great the mystery is! 

    Well, just one word more in Ephesians, and then I have finished; and that is to show how great the assembly is, or is intended to be, at the present time. And when I speak of the assembly, dear brethren, 

    you will understand that I am not overlooking what we must always bear in mind and feel; that is, that the assembly publicly is in a sad state of brokenness. What was set up publicly by Pauls ministry is in a condition of ruin, and therefore if one speaks of the assembly, one is not in any way claiming for any company of Christians that it is the assembly; one is recognising fully, and I trust with sorrow, what the actual state of the assembly of God is. On the other hand, it is our privilege to live in a day when the Lord has recovered the truth. It had been entirely lost, as regards any collective expression of it, up to the time when the Lord began to work, early in the last century, and from that day to this, the Lord has been steadily working, step by step recovering the truth that has been lost. And recovery out of the ruin has come about through those that name the name of the Lord withdrawing from iniquity. We must not connect the name of the Lord with iniquity, and so Paul says that we are also to follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. Scripture contemplates that as withdrawing from iniquity and following righteousness and these other things, we shall find others doing the same, and calling upon the Lord out of a pure heart, and we are to follow with them. There is to be no independence. Now when we find those with whom we can walk, what is to govern us? Obviously the only truth that is to govern us as moving together, is the truth of the assembly, for that is the truth that governs saints as set together, and we shall not be pursuing righteousness, if we do not allow it to govern us. Hence while we cannot assume to be the assembly, yet the light of it, its privileges, and the features proper to it have all been recovered in this our day, and are known in a measure of power and actuality by those who are going on together in the truth. It is in that sense that one ventures to speak of the assembly. 

    Now when we come to the third of Ephesians, the apostle says, To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ, and to enlighten all with the knowledge of what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God, who has created all things, in order that now - notice that word now - to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God. Now what do angels see as they look down on the assembly? They will see a great deal of confusion in the world; a great deal of lawlessness in the world. But what do they see as they look down on the saints of God as moving together? Well, dear brethren, what they should see, and what I have no doubt they do see, is divine order. They see the saints walking in love; they may see perhaps, evil come in amongst the saints, and then they see the saints in wisdom given them of God dealing with it in a way that is according to God, refusing to be identified with evil. Though the world is in a state of confusion and a great deal of evil passes tolerated, they see that there is a spot, in the midst of every evil, where all that is due to God is maintained. They see Satan working to introduce things amongst the saints that would mar the testimony, and see the saints held in living touch with their Head, in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and having wisdom to discern what is working, however subtly it may be covered up, and to deal with it according to God. That would be some of the ways in which they see the all-various wisdom of God. It would help the brethren in dealing with matters in care, and saints being called upon to deal with matters in assembly, to remember that principalities and powers in the heavenlies are looking on, to see the all-various wisdom of God in the way things are handled. We may also take account of another side of things; there are conditions in recent years resulting from the war, the saints in one part moving out in love to saints whom they have never seen, because of the links in Christ by the Spirit that bind them together. They see all this. What hath God wrought! These are only suggestions of some of the ways in which principalities and powers see the all-various wisdom of God. 

    I trust what I have said has been enough to show that the assembly, the body of Christ is the great expression of divine wisdom, according to purpose formed before the foundation of the world, and working out ever since. May the Lord help us to see that these are the things to be going in for. In the midst of the apostate state of things that we are surrounded by, God is working to open up this wonderful character of things. Our hearts are bowed as we think of the grace that gives us a part in it. May we grow, and be able to fill our part in the assembly which is His body. 

  
    CHRISTIANITY AS CHARACTERISED BY MYSTERY (2) (AJG 3)

    1 Corinthians 2: 6 - 12; Colossians 1: 24 - 29; Colossians 2: 1 - 10

    AJGWe were remarking this morning that the thought of mystery in divine things, as far as our entering into it is concerned, involves the presence of the Spirit, the Lord having told the disciples, I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him, John 14: 16 and 17. So that the coming in of the Spirit evidently involves, for those who have the Spirit, that they are set up in the possession of things that are entirely outside the range of this world. I think this passage in 1 Corinthians enlarges on that in that the apostle intimates that he had wisdom to speak of. He had just said that he renounced entirely mans wisdom, but the Corinthians were to understand he had wisdom to speak of. It was necessary, however, that there should be a certain state in the saints in order to receive it, and that state, alas, was lacking with the Corinthians. In writing to the Corinthians the apostle does not proceed to develop what it is he has to speak of, but just says sufficient to induce interest in these things on their part. He says, we speak wisdom among the perfect, and then at the beginning of the third chapter he has to tell them they are far from being perfect in that they were babes, and hence the point in this passage in Corinthians I think is just to stimulate our interest in the hidden wisdom which Paul has to make known to us, and to make it perfectly clear that only in the Spirit can this hidden wisdom be entered upon. On the other hand, as we were saying this morning, it is to show its that there is no limit to what can be entered on in the Spirit. The Scripture says, for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God, so that, no doubt, while the apostle had in his mind the mystery, he does not call it the mystery in Corinthians but simply says, But we speak Gods wisdom in a mystery, that hidden wisdom which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory. 

    Then if one may just intimate what is in mind in the passage in Colossians, he definitely introduces the mystery and introduces it as something that is extremely great, speaking of it as the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations then showing that his great exercise was that the saints should be knit together in love; for unless we are united in love, there is no power to enter upon the mystery however much we may think we understand it objectively. Then finally, he introduces what is the kernel of it, that is, in Christ dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, so that nothing outside of Christ is needed by the assembly. 

    AHSIs it a challenge to us then in the use of this word perfect? Is there a link with the way he speaks of it in Corinthians and in Colossians where he desires to present every man perfect in Christ? 

    AJGI would say that. I think the idea of perfect in Corinthians does not go so far as Philippians 3 where the apostle says that he does not regard himself as being yet perfect. I think in Corinthians what he has in mind is that we have come to recognise the import of the cross of Christ and are ourselves in accord with it. We recognise that man in flesh has been set aside judicially in the cross and that everything now for God in us is in the Spirit. It is only as the Spirit is thus recognised that the deep things of God can be taken up. 

    RHGDoes fruitfulness for God also depend on the Spirit? Referring to the first parable this morning the seed was sown in good ground and brought forth some a hundred, some sixty, some thirty fold. Is what we bring forth dependent on our making room for the Spirit? 

    AJGYes, everything in the way of subjective results in the saints is dependent on the Spirit. In Matthew, which has in mind the position publicly and dispensationally, it says, one hundred, one sixty, and one thirty, chapter 13: 8, showing that there is decline and that the dispensation closes with what is outwardly very small. But in Mark the similar parable says, one thirty, and one sixty, and one a hundred, chapter 4: 8. Mark being the servants gospel and showing that the servant is to aim at a full measure of result. Then Luke in the corresponding parable says, bore fruit a hundredfold, chapter 8: 8, which again would link with our own state of soul, an honest and good heart, having heard the word keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience, verse 15. That is our side of the matter, not the servants, that we on our part should not have anything less before us than the full measure of fruit. 

    WCBWould the knowledge of the mystery in Corinthians have the effect of disentangling us from everything that was connected with the princes of this age, and would Colossians give rather the positive side linking us up with Christ in you the hope of glory? 

    AJGYes, I would say that. It is remarkable the nots we get in this passage in 1 Corinthians 2. It says, we have received, not the spirit of the world, verse 12, then it goes on to say, which also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, verse 13. Previously in verse 6, we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, so there are nots running right through this passage - it is to exclude this world and the whole course of things. 

    JNGDoes the thought of the mystery enter into the way things are communicated as well as the way things are received? 

    AJGYes, I believe that is very important and, therefore, those who would minister should be concerned not to make undue effort to make the truth simple. It is quite right to minister according to the need - some may need milk and some may need strong meat. But it is a mistake to attempt to make the truth of God too simple. The point is that it is to be communicated by the Spirit and it is to be apprehended in the Spirit. 

    LGLIs that evidenced in the contrast that is suggested in the scripture in Corinthians referring to the princes of this age, for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory, but, lower down, there are things which God has prepared for those that love Him and He has revealed them unto us by His Spirit, suggesting that there are things which are hidden from the princes of this world which are known to the saints as communicated by the Spirit? 

    AJGYes, I think so, and the fact that it says, Things... which God has prepared for them that love Him is very striking, raising a challenge with us, not only as to whether we are perfect, whether we have accepted the setting aside of the first man and are on the lines of recognising the Spirit, but whether we really love God, so that our hearts respond to the thought that God has prepared certain things for those who love Him. Great wealth is opened to us if we are among those who love God. 

    CPPIs that just a suggestion of what is unfolded in the epistle to Ephesians that could not be unfolded to the Corinthians? 

    AJGYes, I believe the point in this passage is that the apostle is seeking to stimulate the Corinthians to spiritual energy and self-judgment so that they may be able to lay hold of Gods hidden wisdom, as much as to say, There are great things before you if you will only learn self-judgment and yield yourselves to the Spirit. 

    JEIs it not interesting in the typical part of Scripture, that after the lesson as to the brazen serpent and the recognition of the Spirit in singing to the well, you have a man taking up his parable and wondrous thoughts that God has prepared for His people come out? 

    AJGExactly. Then you get Moses given a view of the whole extent of the land, that goodly land which God had prepared for those that love Him, you might say. 

    QuesDoes this involve the knowledge of the assembly? 

    AJGI have no doubt it does. I have no doubt that is what the apostle was labouring for; so in Colossians he introduces the thought of Christs body which is the assembly. He only says sufficient in Corinthians to enlist their interest and stresses that there is no possibility of their entering upon these things save in the Spirit. But then they are for us; they are prepared for those who love God, and there is no limit to what we may enter upon. Indeed the chapter ends with the remarkable statement as to those who have the Spirit that we have the mind of Christ, which is really the thinking faculty of Christ. 

    VDWhat are we to understand by the depths of God? 

    AJGIn Ephesians 3 the apostle speaks of the breadth and length and depth and height, so that there is a great scope of things and a scope of things that is varied in character. Proverbs 8, which speaks of wisdom, refers to a time when there were no depths, 

    When there were no depths, I was brought forth, verse 24. I think the depths have come to light in the death of Christ, and the Spirit of God would enable us to become increasingly conscious of the depths that have now come into expression in the death of Christ; whereas heights have come into expression in the heights to which Christ has gone and the immensity of blessing and glory which God has for us in Christ. 

    RMYWhy does it say that the hidden wisdom is for our glory? 

    AJGI think it is just to stimulate our interest in these things. If we belong to the world, we glory in the things of the world, but the Spirit of God is urging us to take account of the fact that there is an entirely new world, an entirely different system of glory in which we are to glory. It consists of things which God has predetermined before the ages, which really links on with Ephesians. Here, because of the state at Corinth, the apostle cannot open it out. He has just to give them enough to get a taste for heavenly things. 

    CPPDoes the reference to the ignorance of the princes of this world suggest that they did not realise God was working out these eternal thoughts, and that we should reach His end by these means? 

    AJGThey crucified the Lord of glory. How thoroughly they were exposed as devoid of wisdom. As we see how the wisdom of the world has been exposed at the cross, we become all the more ready to yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit, that we may enter into the things that God has prepared for us as among those who love Him, and that involves the assembly. 

    JEIt speaks of Hebron as built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. Does a man like Caleb in the Spirits power really take possession of that as he is found on the line of searching out? 

    AJGYes, exactly. Zoan, I understand, was a seat of learning, so that Hebron stands in contrast with the learning of this world. 

    JNGDo you think as things are presented in ministry, perhaps difficult for us to understand, it becomes a test how much we love God as to how far we will pursue in our enquiry? 

    AJGI think that is good, because Gods love to us has come out in that He sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, Romans 8: 3, so that we might receive the Spirit. Hence if I am careless as to the import of the death of Christ, if I am still going on allowing that which God has dealt with judicially in the death of His Son, others may well question whether I love God. The love of God towards us has come out in that way; He sent His own Son, the great expression of His love, in likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, and condemned sin in the flesh in order that we might receive the Spirit. 

    TRYThe thought of mystery is singular in these scriptures. In Matthew it is plural. Is there any significance in that? 

    AJGGods wisdom in a mystery. I think the apostle really has in mind the mystery which we come to in Colossians. There is that which Scripture speaks of as the mystery. I think the passage we had in Matthew, and other passages which may come before us in a later reading, will show there is an element of mystery in Gods ways which goes beyond the mystery. What is spoken of as the mystery is, so to speak, the cream of what God has in His wisdom reserved and kept secret until this present day, the day of the Spirit, and that is that Christ should have a body, that He should have the assembly as His body, and that that body should be composed of those secured by the gospel from all the nations. 

    JMAre the Corinthians being initiated, and is this the beginning of their initiation, and have they to become accustomed to the idea of things on this line of a mystery? 

    AJGI think so, and it is a challenge to us as to how far we lay ourselves open to apprehend the things of God. We have the Spirit given to us for that express purpose, we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we may know the things which have been freely given to us of God. So there, is no credit in ignorance of divine things. Not one of us ought to remain content to be ignorant, for we have received the Spirit of God in order that we may know the things freely given to us of God. 

    JEThe treasure as it came before us this morning would allude to persons would it not, whereas the thought of wisdom here would rather allude to resource, the wondrous system of divine resource that becomes available to us in the Spirit, to be drawn upon in His power? 

    AJGYes, I think so, and I think too that the apostle is speaking of wisdom in this way, Gods wisdom, because wisdom is such a feature of the world. That is to say, it is not true wisdom of course, but man vaunts himself in wisdom, that which the natural mind is capable of. Hence the apostle is seeking to show us that in the assembly there is that in which true wisdom is to be found, which entirely eclipses and displaces the best the world can produce; and the best the world can produce in the way of wisdom has no ability even to begin to understand Gods wisdom. 

    RHGIs that because the wisdom of the world has in mind the glory of man, whereas the hidden wisdom has Gods glory in view? 

    AJGExactly, the wisdom of the world is really part of the mystery of lawlessness; it is a great system which Satan is building up in opposition to what is of God. 

    LGLIn chapter 1 it says, Since Jews indeed ask for signs... but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness; but to those that are called... Christ Gods power and Gods wisdom. 

    AJGQuite so. He is Gods power for the setting aside of man, that is setting him aside amongst the saints, and He becomes Gods wisdom so that indeed He is made wisdom to us, and He is everything to us in Colossians. 

    LGLSo that it is a contrast to see that the Greeks seek wisdom and, in all their seeking along the lines of the wisdom of this world, they are unable to find it, and as you have indicated, do not enter upon it even at the commencement. 

    AJGNo, that is so. So that each of the four gospels tells us there was a time in the history of our Lord when they came to the place of a skull. Each of the four gospels records that. There are not many things which all the four gospels record, but this is one. They came to the place of the skull; that is, that man in his vaunted wisdom is exposed and utterly devoid of wisdom, for there is nothing so barren and empty as a skull. 

    CPPYou referred this morning to the thought of the temple. Does this work out in a local collective setting as in the next chapter in connection with the presence of the Spirit, the temple light shining as to the things of God? 

    AJGYes, I would say that, but I think when we come to Colossians the apostle is concerned that we should have an apprehension of the greatness of the mystery; that is, in the assembly, Christ has a body. His body, and the more we think of that, the more wonderful it will become, because it means that the assembly is intended to be a vessel in which all that Christ is as a Man can find expression; and hence the possibilities in the service of God are immense. The service of God is something that the Lord is stressing at the present time; and that we should understand that in the assembly there is a possibility of Christs own affections God-ward, and His own intelligence of divine things, of divine glory, finding expression in the saints, is very wonderful and ought to stimulate us to desire the Lords help to move into these things. 

    JEOne was thinking of Proverbs 8 on that line, how early in the creation the quality of wisdom was presented, Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from eternity, verses 22 and 23. When the Lord Jesus was here on earth, wisdom had a residence in Him fully. Now that residence is the assembly. Is it not so that the full thought carries through from eternity and finally it will go into eternity? 

    AJGThat is it. Proverbs 8 is a very profitable study because it shows that, before God began any of His operations, He had committed Himself to wisdom. Wisdom was set up or anointed: that is to say, God was moving in wisdom and had the whole plan before Him before He commenced operations, and then all His operations from creation onwards have had in mind the working out of the plan He had already formed in wisdom. It is well to see that. 

    WHGIs it important for us to have in mind always that the Spirit of God is a divine Person and, therefore, all that is of God is with Him? 

    AJGIndeed it is. Like the servant in Genesis 24: 10, all the treasure of his master was under his hand. 

    JNGIn the passage read in Colossians the Spirit is not prominent, would you tell us why? 

    AJGThe Spirits function is to glorify Christ and to take of the things of Christ and show them to us, so that in the epistle to the Colossians, Christ is magnified before us - Colossians 1 particularly setting Christ before us in His glory, indeed in His varied glories, typified in Joseph, I think, in his coat of many colours. 

    AHSWould you mind enlarging on what you said as to the possibilities of Christs affections God-ward finding expression in assembly service? 

    AJGThat is involved in the fact that the assembly is the body of Christ: that is, she is the vessel in which all that is found in Christ as a Man is to be expanded and find expression for the pleasure of God. In 1 Corinthians 2 it says, we have the mind of Christ, the thinking faculty of Christ, showing that we are capable, in the Spirit, of having Christs own thoughts and His own intelligence, and then it says also that we have the Spirit of Christ, which is character. But we have the Spirit of Gods Son, showing that we are capable of the same affections God-ward as Christ has, so it says, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father, Romans 8: 15. It is the exact expression which the Lord Jesus used in a time of greatest pressure, and expresses the most holy relations between Himself and His Father. 

    RMYYou are viewing the body then not simply as the expression of the life of Jesus here man-ward, but the expression of that life God-ward. Is that right? 

    AJGYes I think so; I think it leads to that. The, other side is also true, and I believe works out ultimately in the holy city, that is to say, the assembly, the body of Christ is really, as I see it, the extension of the mediatorial idea, that God has been pleased to place Himself in touch with men in the Person of Christ, Christ become Man, but then Christ has His body, that is to say a vessel in which all that He is as Man can find expression and expansion, nothing added to it, but expansion, and that will work out in a day to come in the heavenly city coming down out of heaven from God. She is identified as the Lambs wife. 

    JEHence we can understand the figure used, the tabernacle of God is with men, Revelation 21: 3; the assembly being equal to this position. 

    AJGExactly. It is also very important to see that when Christ became Man, God had in mind to secure man for His pleasure, not only in a mediatorial way to express Him towards the creation, but to secure man for His pleasure, and Christ as a Man becomes the standard of that, and that also is to find expression in His body, involving perfect response God-ward. Men are brought into sonship. A divine Person became Man and has taken up that relationship of sonship because that was in Gods mind for men. Wisdoms delights were with the sons of men. 

    JMI would like to ask a question as to glory. In the first scripture the apostle speaks of that which was predetermined before the ages for our glory: which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;). Then in Colossians he speaks of the glory of this mystery. Did you intend to say a word as to the thought of glory connected with it? 

    AJGWell I believe the Lord would open our eyes to see that Christianity is a great system of glory. It will eventually be displayed in glory, but already it is a great system of glory and the Lord is the Lord of glory; He is over it, that is, He is in control and disposes of the glory how He will. So, for instance, He allows Stephen to be stoned. Why did He do that? He could have preserved him from it, but He did not. He did it because the feature of glory shone out in the stoning of Stephen. Stephen turned to the Lord of glory and he said, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit, Acts 7: 59, and then he knelt down and prayed for his persecutors. That was glory shining out, and the Lord was there disposing of it. He could easily have saved Stephen from the persecution, but He did not; that feature of glory was to come out into expression. And then with Saul of Tarsus, the glory of grace in its supremacy came into expression when the Lord spoke to Saul of Tarsus. Christianity is a great system of glory unfolding in varied ways, and the Lord is Lord of it. 

    JEI was going to ask whether the ray of glory shining in the martyr Stephen was not used as a means of introducing Saul of Tarsus into the system of glory? 

    AJGI think it is extremely likely it was, because we are told the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young mans feet whose name was Saul, and later on he tells us that he told the Lord that, when the blood of His martyr Stephen was shed, he was there holding the clothes, so evidently the stoning of Stephen had made a great impression on Saul. I have no doubt the pricking of conscience were prompted by what he saw in Stephen. 

    JEIs that why he speaks, as he does in Colossians 1: 24, of the acceptance of suffering on his part, and of his being prepared to go beyond his own personal measure, as it were, to fill up? 

    AJGExactly. I suppose there was perhaps a little unreadiness on the part of the assembly to accept suffering, a little danger perhaps of evading it, and Paul was personally filling up what was lacking so that there should be no lack in the full measure of the sufferings of the body of Christ. 

    WHGIs that because the glory resulting from it for God is in view; Paul, in that sense, carrying on what shone out in Stephen, as you have said? 

    AJGI think so, so that there is glory shining in Paul and Silas in prison, and when the jailor says, what must I do that I may be saved? Acts 16: 30, they point him to the Lord of glory. They say, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. There was real glory shining in the prison in Philippi, the glory of a system that could not be overcome by the greatest power in the world, for the Philippian jailor represented the power of the empire of Rome. There were two servants of the Lord that could not be overcome; they were completely superior to it. So it is a great system of glory into which we are introduced. 

    AHSWhat is the meaning in the end of verse 27, the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory? 

    AJGChrist had a place in the affections of the nations. Christ has a place in our affections. We can thank God that here in Australia, and in various parts of the world, Christ is held in the affections of the saints; that is a wonderful thing. Christ is held in our affections too in this way that we know that we are bound up with Him, and that when He is glorified we shall be glorified with Him. That is what the third chapter shows; when He shall appear we shall appear with Him in glory. So that it is not only that He is the hope of glory in the sense that we are going to be in heaven, but the fact is that He is the hope of glory because we shall share everything with Him; when He comes in glory we shall be with Him. And it is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations that such a portion should be known among the nations. 

    WHGThat involves the utter displacement of man after the flesh, does it not? 

    AJGIt does indeed. 

    RMYHow are we to understand the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, when we read the Old Testament types? Are we entitled to read the mystery into them? 

    AJGYes, because the Old Testament saints could not understand what the types represented. It waited for Christ to come to whom all the types pointed forward, and then the Spirit to come. Hence the truth was there in the types; as for instance in Adam and the woman brought to him, but who could understand it? No one could understand it until now; the truth was there, but it was hidden from the past generations, and is now made known. 

    JEDoes the type in Joseph fit into these two sections? In the Corinthians setting He is the power and wisdom of God, and now here it is a matter really of Joseph in his glory among the nations? 

    AJGI believe Joseph fits in particularly with the epistle to the Colossians; and the exercise of the final part of Jacobs history, when Joseph sends to him to come down into Egypt, is just to stimulate him to set his mind on things above. It is to stimulate him to move away from natural moorings in which he was living, and living in discouragement, and to find his life in the system of things which was headed up in Joseph; as he did move he became a changed man, and for seventeen years lived in spiritual dignity and contentment and power. Before that, he had been a discouraged man saying all things are against me, and so on. It is just the difference that results as we move away from finding our life in natural things to find our life in Christs things, that is, in the assembly. 

    JMIs that part of the teaching of the epistle to Colossians; to use an expression, that we might cut our anchor ropes in relation to the earth? Has it not heavenly mindedness in view and what is connected with that scene? 

    AJGQuite so. Hence the importance of our realising that we are part of the assembly, which is Christs body, intimately bound up with Christ, and hence we are to set our minds on things above where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. But there is another thing of great importance that comes in in this passage in Colossians, the apostle says, I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea... to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love. It is a most essential feature of the truth of the assembly that we should be practically united together in love, because the idea of the body of Christ is an entity functioning, not a lot of individual brethren taking part, but an entity functioning, and therefore we must be first of all united together in love or else there will be that which will hinder the functioning of the body. 

    JWHDoes the thought of presenting every man perfect in Christ underlie this thought of being united together in love? 

    AJGI think presenting every man perfect in Christ is an individual side of the truth - presenting every man would involve that. It would involve that we learn to walk in the Spirit; the first-fruit of the Spirit is love. 

    RHGDoes not the truth of the assembly largely remain a mystery to us unless we are united together in love? 

    AJGI think it does. We may perhaps apprehend it purely objectively, but there is no realisation of the actual working out of it save as we are united in love, as it was remarked at the meetings in London last July that unity body-wise underlies union. That is, before we can enter into what is distinctly the assemblys portion in union with Christ, we must be united with one another in love. The Lord will not unite with Himself what is disunited in itself. 

    JMIs there wisdom in the way the apostle speaks to the Corinthians? He would encourage them and then he would tell them of the moral side; they were not really up to it. Is it not the same in Colossians, he is instructing them further now, and in chapter 2 he is suggesting the way it works, the vital spring of it, would you say? 

    AJGYes I think so. He refers to the mystery of God in Colossians 2: 2. The true rendering is the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. That is, the Spirit of God is stressing the greatness of the mystery, and that in the mystery are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

    CSDoes the love of the Spirit come into this matter of being united together? It is spoken of in the end of Romans 15 where Paul beseeches them by the love of the Spirit. Would that come into this matter of being united together in love? 

    AJGI would say that your love in the Spirit which we have in Colossians 1: 8 enters into it. Love in the Spirit certainly underlies our being united together in love. 

    CPPDoes the place that Christ has in the affections of each saint come into it as the first chapter would bring Him before us as you have said? 

    AJGI think so, and I think we have to recognise that we are taught of God to love one another. It is innate in us to love one another. It is the divine nature working out, but sometimes things are allowed that interfere with it, interfere with the expression of love and interfere with the development of love, and hence we are to guard against those and to refuse everything that would interfere with the practical development and expression of love, so that we are united together in love. 

    LGLThere seems to be a suggestion in connection with the range referred to in chapter 2. The apostle has combat for those at Colosse and those at Laodicea, and as many as have not seen his face, and then he goes on to the thought of being united together in love. Would there be an indication at the present time, in the measure in which that is developing among the saints universally, that these things are working out in our day in perhaps a fuller measure than we had known them previously? 

    AJGYes, I would say that thoroughly. It is a most encouraging feature the way the Lord is binding the saints together, and we are to take account of that as a feature of our day, and to strain every nerve, so to speak, to guard against Satan bringing in anything that would interfere with it. 

    JEIf we laid hold of the thought that in the assembly all this resource resides, it would deliver us from every other system that might exist, would it not? 

    AJGIt would indeed, and though the Colossians were very considerably advanced in spiritual stature the apostle sees a very real danger with them, and that was a danger of turning aside to human wisdom, what he calls philosophy and vain deceit, and hence, in order to meet that, he presents the greatness of Christ in a striking way - in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. The assembly has as its Head a divine Person in Manhood, and all the fulness of the Godhead is in Him, so we do not need to go outside of Christ for anything. Questions arise amongst us; where do we turn for wisdom? We are to understand that all wisdom for every matter is available directly in Christ and there is no reason why we should be turned aside to any other resource, because the assembly is set up in fulness of resource in its Head. 

    QuesIn that way does the mystery of God involve all dispensations? 

    AJGThe mystery of God is an expression which we get in Revelation and which we may touch on at a subsequent reading. I think the mystery of God does include all dispensations; that is, it has reference, I think, to Gods ways all down the ages, but I would connect it here with the truth set out in this epistle. 

    JNGDoes the fact that there appears to be no direct quotation from the Old Testament in Colossians emphasise how this mystery was hidden in past ages? 

    AJGThat is very interesting and suggestive. It is quite clear it was hidden in past ages but is now made known. That is another thing that should greatly stimulate us to go in for these things, because God has now opened up in our day what He deliberately hid from past generations, that is to say, there are things now available to us that were not available to such great men as Abraham and Moses and David and others, and God has given us the Spirit that we may know the things that are freely given us of God, and hence we ought to be stimulated to really go in for these things. 

    RHGApart from the revelation of the mystery, the Word of God would be in large measure at least a matter of history of Gods dealings with men, would it not? 

    AJGYes. I have no doubt there was some wisdom in Gods ways all down the ages as to which one cannot say much, and that He was preparing the ground. I think the more the Lord throws light by the Spirit on the Old Testament, the more we see that all that He was working out in past centuries, in the lives of men or in nations, really had our day in view and had in mind illustrating the truth of the assembly for us. 

    LGLSo that Peters first epistle refers to those who sought out these matters and enquired into them in a past dispensation in order to arrive at the truth of what was being presented, but it is for the saints of this dispensation to move into the good of it. Does it suggest that we might be diligent in this matter of enquiry? 

    AJGYes exactly. Peters epistle says, Concerning which salvation prophets, who have prophesied of the grace towards you, sought out and searched out; ...the Spirit of Christ which was in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which belonged to Christ, and the glories after these., 1 Peter 1:10,11, so the whole of the Old Testament really has been written for us. 

    WHGSo the same Spirit we have been speaking of in Corinthians is the One who indited the Old Testament Scriptures. 

    AJGQuite so. 

    RHGAnd is it a fact that what is hidden in mystery, the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, become available as we are united together in love? 

    AJGYes, I think so, and as together we learn how to depend on the Lord. That brings in what we were referring to earlier as to the temple, what is possible in virtue of the Spirit being with us, the light that can be thrown on divine things. 

    ABJDo you think an increased apprehension of these things including the mystery would greatly enrich our service of praise and worship? 

    AJGI do, because I think there is not only the riches of divine grace in our portion in the assembly and that is wonderful, but the riches of divine wisdom too. I think the more we see what wisdom there is in the very conception of the assembly as the body of Christ, what it has in mind, how perfect the response God-ward can be when the vessel of it has Christ as its Head, and how perfect, in a day to come, the representation of God toward the creation can be when the vessel of administration is one who is united to Christ and deriving from Him, the more we are impressed with divine wisdom, which is a feature of the glory of God. 

    WHGDoes the truth of the body of Christ underlie the whole service? 

    AJGYes I would think so. 

    WCBDoes the fact that the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are said to be hidden indicate that to get the gain of them there must be a certain state with us? 

    AJGI think so, and I think involves that they are not to be known by us without being searched out. It says, It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a thing, Proverbs 25: 2. They will not be known by us if we are dilatory. They are to be sought out. 

    JMWould you give a little more help as to the expression the full knowledge of the mystery of God? What is involved in the word mystery of God? 

    AJGWhile we get the expression in Revelation 10, I think there it is wider than what is brought in here. It is clear here that the full knowledge of the mystery evidently refers to the mystery, that is the truth of the assembly, which Colossians has in view. 

    JMThat is what I wanted some help on and I am sure the brethren too, giving us some impression of the value of this vessel. Is it not something of the pearl, the precious beauty of the pearl coming to light? 

    AJGYes, but I think it is even more than that because the pearl is, I think, particularly the assembly in its beauty under the Lords eye as undivided in her affections for Him and held thus under His influence. But here the full knowledge of the mystery of God; 

    in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge I think shows it is the great vessel in which divine wisdom in its fulness finds expression. 

    RHGHow does that differ from what you have in verse 10, ye are complete in him? 

    AJGYe are complete in him is just to set before us that we do not need to go outside of Christ for anything. If it is a question of ability to serve God acceptably, we need to derive impulse and affections and intelligence from Christ and if we bring in anything else, natural sentiment or anything of that sort, or human learning, it will only spoil it. On the other hand, if it is a question of meeting things that arise (because we are in the presence at present of hades gates and all sorts of things may arise) we do not need to go outside of Christ for wisdom as to how to meet what arises. 

    JETo make it practical, for instance, if an issue arises anywhere and the saints look to the Lord to come in, does He not really make use of what is already there in the assembly? Does He not draw upon this resource to meet any exigency that might arise at any time? 

    AJGThat is what I understand. There is no reason why we should find ourselves nonplussed or overcome by anything that arises if only we are in the faith of what we have in our Head and are content to look to Him for wisdom and guidance. 

    JEThen on the other hand, in the service of God we have the thought in Hebrews 2 of Christ hymning Gods praise in the midst of the assembly. That would be impossible apart from this thought, would it not? 

    AJGYes it would. It must be a great thing to the heart of Christ, and very gratifying to the heart of God, that in the assembly Christ has a vessel that is capable of expressing His own praises. 

    WHGThe responsible side of the assembly is the woman of worth at the end of Proverbs, the summation of the whole book? 

    AJGYes, I think so. I think she is the product of divine wisdom in this world because Proverbs contemplates this present world and how the sons are to go through the world; they are to find their life and interests in the assembly, and the last chapter is the great product of wisdom. 

    TRYIt has been said that response is equal to revelation. Is that because it all centres in Christ? 

    AJGExactly. Response is equal to the revelation; that is, God has come out in perfect revelation in Christ, a divine Person become Man; but response to it is equal to revelation because that same divine Person become Man, you might say, heads the response and gives character to it, and He has in the assembly a vessel in which that response can find expression in His own intelligence and affections. The response being equal to the revelation could only be true in Christ. 

    CPPIs the thought of the fulness of the Godhead connected with revelation in that way? What is the force of that expression for us? 

    AJGI would rather think it was connected with wisdom and resource; and all that is presented in God as revealed, is now to be found in Christ as a Man. Hence the assembly is set up, whether it be all that God is toward us as made known in Christ, or all that we are toward God as set out in Christ - so that we may be filled by it and take character from it. 

    JEIs this not unique to Christ personally? You could not exactly say the fulness of the Godhead was in the assembly? 

    AJGNo, it is in Christ bodily, but then it is there available to the assembly, to His body. There is no object, so to speak, in Christ becoming a Man save that God has in mind to make Himself known to men and secure a perfect response from men; and response in the highest degree of intelligence and affection is secured in the assembly, the body of Christ. 

    AHSDoes that wisdom have to be arrived at assembly-wise rather than merely individually? 

    AJGYes surely. It is not exactly with a view to what is available to us individually. It is a question of what is available to the assembly in its Head. 

    JEDoes the fulness of the Godhead become understandable by us as we see it in bodily expression in Christ? Is that not the idea that what no creature could possibly compass otherwise has been brought into expression in Christ personally? 

    AJGYes, but then I think it is not only that it is in expression in Christ personally, but it is available to us. I think this passage has in mind to show what is available to the assembly in its Head. In the first chapter we have all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross - by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens. That refers to Christ as a Man here, that all the fulness was pleased to dwell in Him, and by means of the blood of His cross to reconcile all things to Itself, that is to the Fulness. Christ in virtue of redemption will take up all things and all things will be headed up and held by the One in whom all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. In that way all things will be reconciled to the Godhead. But then the assembly has as its Head One in whom all the fulness of the Godhead is pleased to dwell bodily. That is to make us feel that in our Head as Man we have every kind of resource that is necessary, and that as we draw upon it there is no reason why we should not be perfectly filling out our intended position, whether it be God-ward or toward the creation. 

    There is a note at Colossians 2: 10 on the word complete, which reads or filled full, referring to all fulness being in him. The fulness or completeness of the Godhead is in Christ, as towards us; and we, as towards God, are complete in Him. That is, we lack nothing because everything is in Christ, and hence there is no reason why the service God-ward in the assembly should not be fully worthy of God because we can derive impulse, affection and intelligence from Christ in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

    JWHWhy do you think the matter of being Head of all principality and authority is brought in here? 

    AJGI think to show how completely we are in immediate touch with One who eclipses and supersedes all others. 

    RemWe are hid with Christ in God, so that all these attributes must be available to us. 

    AJGOur life is hid with Christ in God, but then chapter 2 is to show us how completely we are set up in our Head, that we have as Head One who is no less than One in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily. It shows therefore there is no reason why we should be lacking in wisdom or in intelligence or in anything God looks for in His people, because all that will perfectly answer to what the Godhead is, is there now in Christ bodily. 

    CPPIs it right that all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge hid in the mystery are dependent on the assemblys link with Christ? 

    AJGYes I am sure of that. Hence the apostle says, As therefore ye have received the Christ... rooted and built up in him, and assured in the faith ... abounding in it with thanksgiving. The apostle is concerned that we should not be diverted from Christ and that we should be continually growing in the knowledge of Christ and of the fulness there is in Him. 

    RHGWas it the sense of that in his soul that really led to the combat he speaks of? 

    AJGYes I think so, because he could detect there was at work an influence in Colosse that was turning them away from Christ, and therefore there was real combat in his prayers; he was conscious in his prayers that he was up against Satanic opposition that was working in that way to divert the saints from Christ. 

  
    THE GREATNESS OF WHAT IS IN CHRIST (AJG 5)

    Colossians 1: 11 - 23

    AJGI thought this passage might give us an impression of the greatness of what we are called to have part in. It greatly stresses, as we know, the greatness of the Person of Christ, viewing Him in His glorious Manhood, so that the greatness of what has come in now in Man for the pleasure of God is opened out, the object of the epistle being partly to counter what was coming in, and what the Colossians were in danger of, that is, bringing in the thoughts of men, mere men, philosophy and so on, and in order to counteract that, the apostle, by the Spirit, enlarges on the greatness of Christ, and in the next chapter it says, In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. This emphasizes His manhood, that it dwells bodily, and that we are complete in Him, that is, that the assembly has such a Head. But then also, the epistle is written in order to attract us to go over Jordan in our minds and affections, to find our life in what this epistle speaks of as the things which are above. So that this chapter might be viewed as answering to the glory of the ark, and to the people having to have the ark clearly before them in its movements. There were to be two thousand cubits between it and them at first, in order to induce them to go forward and to go over Jordan. The two thousand cubits of course, did not remain, because actually the ark went into Jordan and remained in the bed of Jordan while all the people passed over. But at the first there was this distance of two thousand cubits in order that they might get a clear view of the ark in its movements. And I think that that is one thing that is in mind in the first two chapters of this epistle, this one specially emphasizing the greatness of Christ, 

    but also bringing in the great thought that He is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead. He is the beginning, first-born from among the dead, and so everything for God begins with Christ in resurrection, or Christ the other side of death. But before the apostle begins to enlarge on the greatness of Christ he speaks about his care for the Colossians, and of course for us, that we might be strengthened with all power, according to the might of Gods glory, unto all endurance and long-suffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, as though the sharing of the portion of the saints in light is one of the great means by which we are enabled to go on in all endurance and long suffering with joy. I am sure we prove that. And it seems to be suggested in this epistle, that the more we enter into our portion, the portion of the saints in light, the more we shall be strengthened unto all endurance and long suffering with joy. So, before the personal glory of Christ as Creator, and His glory in relation to all things and in relation to the assembly, is brought in, His position in love is stressed, that we give thanks to the Father who has delivered us from the authority of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, as though the whole position is dominated by the light of love. The Father is the Source of it and the Son the Object of it, the Centre of the great system of love that is before God. 

    CBlIs the thought here connected with His greatness the same as His being the beginning of the creation of God? 

    AJGI am not quite sure whether it is the same thought altogether. The beginning of the creation of God would be, I suppose, that Christ was there at the beginning before God began to operate at all, and His operations had relation to Christ, but here He is definitely called, The beginning, firstborn from among the dead, as though all that is being brought in for the pleasure of God begins with Christ beyond death. 

    CBlIs that the way the saints are brought into it? 

    AJGYou mean by His death? Quite so, and I think it is important to realize this, that Christ is the beginning, the firstborn from among the dead, firstborn stressing, of course, His personal pre-eminence in that position. But as we begin to touch our privilege as with Christ, at the Supper and in that which follows, we come to know Him in this light, and then it is a question of going forward. It is not a question of going back to occupation with the Lord in His pathway here, however precious that may be in other settings; but He is the beginning, the firstborn from among the dead. So having come out from among the dead He will go forward, and will have us go forward with Him. 

    JSWould you say that as the firstborn from among the dead He has a race? 

    AJGA race of His own order? Yes, quite so. He is pre-eminent among them, but He has a race as you say. As it says, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die it abides alone, but if it die, it bears much fruit. 

    CCSo in that relation you would say that it is the firstborn One and the firstborn ones? 

    AJGYes. Christ must be firstborn in every position. Firstborn does not refer to time exactly but more to personal pre-eminence, as it says, That He might have the first place in all things. 

    ACIn connection with what you said about the distance, the two thousand cubits, would that speak of the greatness of Christ as the only One who could meet death in all its terror, to make a way through for His people? 

    AJGYes, and in order too to give them a good view of the ark in its movements into death as setting aside the power of Jordan. 

    RSWould you not think that there was a goodly number going across the Jordan and therefore they would have to be a certain distance off in order to get a good view of the ark? 

    AJGWell, quite so, and one would link it in ones mind with what the Lord said to Peter in the end of John 13, Where I go thou canst not follow me now, but thou shalt follow me after. The Lord had to go alone first, it was a question of going into death, but Peter and all His own should go that way afterwards and pass over. 

    EMEWould you say a little more as to Him being the beginning of the creation? We have to keep in our minds that He forms no part of the creation. 

    AJGNo. He forms no part of the creation, but in His grace He has taken a place in relation to the creation, the Creator has entered into the creation and taken a place in relation to it, and so He is necessarily firstborn of all creation because He is the Creator. That is how it reads here, Firstborn of all creation, because by him were created all things (verses 15 and 16). 

    AATIn Romans 8 it speaks of Him as the firstborn among many brethren, is that a more limited thought? 

    AJGWell, it would be limited to those of the assembly, I suppose, but even then He is firstborn, He is pre-eminent. I think that has in view the pleasure of God. It is a question of what God has predestinated, that we should be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. That is, God would have Christ in His pre-eminence before Him, but surrounded with many of His own order, all in sonship. 

    HALIs that why you spoke of our being in love in this matter. There is a reference here to the Son of his love, the Father has translated us. Is it to encourage us to go over? 

    AJGWell, it is to make the position attractive, I think. He has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. It is a most affecting expression, that He has brought us out of the realm of darkness into a sphere that is dominated by One whose disposition is love. 

    HLHDoes that in itself constitute our fitness for sharing the portion of the saints in light? 

    AJGWell, I suppose so. You mean that God has given us light and made it effective, and I suppose our fitness lies really in the fact that we have been redeemed and have received the Spirit. 

    AATI notice the expression firstborn is used. I am wondering whether the thought that we have about being born is right, whether He is not first in every way? 

    AJGYes, I do not think the expression firstborn has particular reference to birth. It has reference to personal pre-eminence I understand. The firstborn in Israel had a double portion, he was marked out as particularly distinguished. That, I think, is the way in which the expression firstborn is used in scripture. 

    HLHIt is connected with right or status, is it not? 

    AJGYes. 

    EMEWould Joseph be a type of that? He was not the firstborn actually but he had the pre-eminence? 

    AJGExactly. And so in Psalm 89: 27 it says, I will make him firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. It is what God will make Christ in relation to the earth - His firstborn, highest of the kings of the earth. 

    SHAs firstborn from the dead our position is secure? 

    AJGWell, quite so. The very expression firstborn from among the dead involves that there are others who come out from among the dead, but He is pre-eminent among them. Of course, He is actually first from the point of time, the first fruits, Christ, then those that are the Christs at His coming, but it is not a question of time so much as a question of pre-eminence. 

    CBlIn connection with pre-eminence it says, God has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions. 

    AJGYes, quite. 

    CBIt would mean that every part of the truth is to be taken up in Christ, the One who has the first place? 

    AJGQuite so, and I think when we contemplate the greatness of Christ, as suggested here, and His having come into manhood, you can see how much it means for God, that there is now before Him, beyond death, a Man of such personal glory, and then the pleasure God finds in all that stands related to Christ, and especially the assembly. 

    ATI was thinking of what is formative in endurance and longsuffering, in the saints. 

    AJGEndurance would form us? Quite so. God Himself is spoken of as the God of endurance, and also marked by much long suffering, and the Lord supremely endured; so that these are features that are seen in God and in Christ, and the saints are to take them on. 

    HALIt adds here, with joy. 

    AJGQuite so, that is that we ought to be joyful. Not that we have not sorrow. It is right that we should have sorrow, Paul said, as grieved, but always rejoicing, and the Lord is called the Man of sorrows and yet He speaks of My joy. At the same time we ought to be joyful, and it is dishonouring to God if we are not. 

    RSThis is not the subduing side of the kingdom, is it? Is it not more the attractive side of it, the Son of His love? 

    AJGI think so. There is, of course, the delivering side, delivering us from the authority of darkness, but it is not so much the subduing thought as you say, but rather the attractiveness of the position, that we are now in a realm, you might say a protected realm, that is dominated by the Son of His love. 

    LACWould the thought then be that we are brought into a realm where the authority of light has sway? 

    AJGYes, light has sway there, but it is the light that shines in the Son of the Fathers love. So that it is the light of the way God has come out in revelation, and the perfect answer to the revelation in His Son. 

    SHSo we give thanks to the Father. 

    AJGQuite so. That is what is in mind, that we should be led on to that. 

    JSWhat part has this in the morning meeting, in connection with firstborn ? We do not go backwards? 

    AJGI think if we take account of Christ as the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, if we begin to touch the blessedness of union with Christ, association with Him on the other side of death, then we do not want to go back to what He was here. The Lord is not going back. He is going straight forward. And so in Psalm 19 it says, He is as a bridegroom going forth from his chamber; he rejoiceth as a strong man to run the race. Well, a strong man starts the race with the confidence that He has power to go right through to the end, and he is not going to be diverted, he has ability to go from start to finish, and to reach the end of the course. And I think that is what we need to have before us at the Supper, that, as the Lord takes us on He has ability to lead us right through to the end without any divergence or going back, and He will rejoice to do it. 

    TGTo be able to apprehend what we have been brought into, and to know our place with Christ would deliver us from anything that is in this world. 

    AJGIt would deliver us. So far as circumstances here are concerned, we are to be strengthened to go through them in all endurance and longsuffering with joy. That obviously has reference to conditions here. Endurance and longsuffering are not needed in the enjoyment of the privileges of the assembly. 

    TGSo the end in view is that God will get the praise and glory? 

    AJGQuite so. 

    AYWould you say that the apostle in view of the great danger that was ahead of the saints at Colosse, thought it but right to bring forward at first this attractive side of the truth, so that their minds and affections might be held in connection with their Head in heaven? 

    AJGI am sure that is right. 

    HALMoses in blessing the tribes puts Benjamin before Joseph and speaks of Benjamin as the beloved of Jehovah, and then we get the inheritance spoken of in Joseph. Would that be in keeping with this scripture? 

    AJGHe enlarges on the thought of blessing in relation to Joseph, does he not, and speaks of him as the one separated from his brethren, which really views Christ as firstborn from among the dead, because He is separated from His brethren through death and resurrection. 

    AATWe often speak of Ephesians as the highest expression of truth. I suppose that is right as regards the assembly, but in connection with the Person, the greatness of the Person, we get that in Colossians, do we not? 

    AJGI think we do, although we get certain expressions in Ephesians also, that greatly emphasize the personal greatness of Christ. We get for instance, that He is the One who fills all in all. Well, He could not do that if He were not God. And then again we get that He has gone up far above all heavens, far beyond the created sphere, and that again greatly impresses us with His personal greatness, besides His positional greatness. His greatness in exaltation as Man, which we have in Ephesians to a great extent. But this does enlarge on the personal greatness of Christ as Creator. 

    RAEWould you say that our position as brethren of Christ, and the relationship of the assembly to Him, and our place in sonship before God, all belong to the other side of death? 

    AJGOh, yes, clearly. 

    RAEAnd if we are to enter upon them intelligently and with right feelings, it is necessary to apprehend Christ there first, is it not? 

    AJGYes, I am sure. 

    HOEIs that why it says, He presented himself living after he had suffered. We do not go back to the sufferings, we just refer to them to hold our affections as it were, but living. 

    AJGYes, quite so, living. He presented himself living - they had got Himself, and Himself beyond death, so that the things they are to touch now are to be apprehended as real and substantial, although they are spiritual. He would come in through closed doors, and disappear from their sight and so on. It was a spiritual order of things that they were now entering upon, and yet it was substantial, that He was there living and could be handled. 

    RSWere not the Colossians in danger of being imposed upon by the minds of men, and taking created things as the objects of worship, angels and so on. And therefore to correct that the apostle brings in the greatness of Christ personally, as the Creator of those created things? 

    AJGExactly. 

    HALThis verse, For in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, refers to Christ here in this scene before going into death? 

    AJGYes. 

    HALAnd then the verse you referred to in the next chapter is in connection with His present position? 

    AJGYes, quite so. 

    JMIn Isaiah 53: 8 it says, He was cut off out of the land of the living. 

    AJGWell, that, of course, refers to His death, but His death viewed as something that man brought about in hatred to Him. But when we are speaking of the ark going through Jordan, it is not a question of His death brought about by man, it is a question of Christ in His glory, moving on Gods behalf to open up a way through death for His people to be brought into all that God has purposed for them. 

    AKHWould that be Johns line? In Johns gospel the fact is recorded that He bowed His head. 

    AJGYes, it is Johns line. In Johns gospel it is the Lord moving of Himself all the way through, so it says, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, that is how it is viewed, that He is departing out of this world to the Father, opening up another scene, the scene of the Fathers pleasure. 

    EMEIs the work of redemption viewed here as an integral part of the scheme, the forgiveness of sins coming in there as a parenthesis? 

    AJGYes. It is a necessary thing to keep that in our minds, that however much we touch in the way of privilege, however much we enter upon what belongs to the assembly and sonship, yet we never lose the sense that as individuals, this has been necessary, and that we have forgiveness of sins. It means that we can move in the greatest things with liberty, and feel that there is nothing artificial or unreal, in regard of our position. 

    HOESo it is remarkable that it is in the first chapter of Ephesians and the first of Colossians, that this truth is brought out. 

    AJGQuite so. 

    LACHave you in mind that the verses preceding verse 18 show how adequately the kingdom of the Son of his love has met the authority of darkness, so as to set up the saints here, walking in the sight of the Lord as mentioned in verse 10, and then, endurance and longsuffering marking them, and joy; and then the thought of their going on, after verse 18 to the full purpose of God and not so much connected with things here, is that in your mind? 

    AJGI do not know that one had linked them together quite like that, but I think as the apostle was writing, the Spirit of God leads him on. He speaks of the Son of the Fathers love and of our having redemption, the forgiveness of sins, in Him, and then he is led on to this wonderful description of the personal greatness of Christ, so that every other should be eclipsed for us. 

    AYDo you think we see the glory of His Deity presented in chapter 2? 

    AJGYes, clearly. Only it is referring to Christ as having become Man. The glory of His Deity is always carried in our minds, and it is enlarged on here, but in relation to Him who has become Man, and who is Head of the body, the assembly. 

    HALWhat are we to understand by Who is image of the Invisible God? 

    AJGWell, image is usually taken to refer to representation, so that I suppose He is the exact representation of God on the one hand: all the light of God that we shall ever have, we shall have in Christ. But then, while He is that on the one hand, it immediately goes on to speak of Him as Firstborn of all creation. That is, He has come out from God on the one hand as the image of God, but on the other hand as toward God He is firstborn of all creation. He has now taken a position in relation to the creation, and that is toward God. 

    JHHWe notice that the Father and the Son are both mentioned here, which are both terms of endearment. You referred earlier to what is substantial and living. Do you think that while we, of course, would be governed by light and truth as to our position, that love must be there? Is it not a question of true affection for Christ, and affection for the Father too in all that we share and enjoy together? 

    AJGOh, yes, indeed, as was remarked recently and has often been remarked, If we have not love we are nothing. I mean, love is the whole crux of the matter because God is love, and He is bringing about conditions of life and blessing, that are in keeping with His love, and that will satisfy His love. So that if we have not love we are nothing. If we have not love among ourselves how can God find pleasure in us? 

    LACLove in the Spirit is mentioned in verse 8, what is the meaning of that expression? 

    AJGI suppose it is that you have the ability to love saints whom you do not know personally, and have never seen, but you are conscious of loving them although you have never seen them. Paul had never seen the Colossians and the Colossians had never seen him. 

    RSIs that not what makes it basic on our side for the opening out of all this wonderful truth? 

    AJGYes, I think so. You mean conditions of love among ourselves are necessary. 

    RSExpansion in affections too. 

    AJGYes. 

    CBIIf we are in the enjoyment of divine love, we will love all the saints? 

    AJGIndeed. But I think it a great thing to get in mind that the whole system that God has in mind to bring in in Christ - He is heading up all things in Christ - is a system of love, all things are to be headed up in One who is loved, that is the divine scheme, to bring forward His Son as loved and place Him as Man in the position of love, and then to head up all things, every family, in Him. So there is a great system of love before the Father, that is what is in the divine mind. The assembly is in the enjoyment of it already in measure. 

    HOEAnd this particular scripture stands in contrast to philosophy and vain deceit? What is of man is not built upon love. 

    AJGNo, quite so. 

    FHPI was thinking of Solomon in type and what Jehovah called him at his birth, Jedidiah, beloved of Jehovah. 

    AJGYes, quite so. 

    AYIt is very marvellous, as you remark, that God is building such a system up in love. And it is being sustained and held together by the Son, would you say, in contrast to all that is around that is marked by hatred and everything else. But this great system is built up in love and with those so very far away from one another and who do not know one another there is a love and a sympathy for one another marking them. 

    AJGQuite so. 

    AATYou said that all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell in a Man. 

    AJGAnd dwelt here, before His death, and it dwells in Him now bodily, now that He is risen from the dead. But it was pleased to dwell in Him, as it says in verse 19, In him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to itself. That really refers to what came into being as He became Man, that there was now a Man in whom all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, with a view to all things being reconciled to the fulness, in that Man. 

    SPWhat is the idea of fulness? 

    AJGWell, as far as I understand, it simply means as much as the creature can know of God. Obviously there must be that connected with God which the creature can never know, or else we should be equal with God, but as far as God has come out in revelation and can be known by the creature, it is all there in Christ. 

    AATAnd that is what we speak of as the economy? 

    AJGWell, the economy has that in view. The economy is just the arrangement, if one may use a somewhat commonplace expression, the arrangement the Godhead has made with a view to God being revealed to man, and man being able to respond suitably, for Gods pleasure. And so, the Son and the Spirit, two Persons of the Godhead, have taken up relatively subordinate positions, the Son having become Man and the Spirit having been sent down from heaven. But the word economy simply means an arrangement made by the Persons of the Godhead amongst Themselves with a view to working out the thoughts of Their love. 

    RAEDoes it appear from scripture that those positions taken will be retained eternally? 

    AJGYes, I think so, clearly. 

    SPWould you say that the idea of reconciling all things to Himself, is that He would have all things suitable to His love? 

    AJGYes, quite so. And what the Lord has done, is that He has made peace by the blood of His cross, that is, He has taken up before God the whole question of sin for the universe, and has made atonement for sin, so that it has given Him the right to take up all things as He will do in the world to come. And all things being held by Him, they will be held, of course, for the pleasure of God, so that all things will be reconciled to God. But then we are already reconciled. 

    SPSo that everything will be for the pleasure of the Godhead? 

    AJGExactly. Because all things will be taken up and held by a Man who is Himself God, so that there is no disparity between God and the One who takes up all things and holds them for God. 

    RSHaving made peace by the blood of his cross - would that show too that there will be no disturbing element at all in that universe, everything will be based upon the blood of Christ? 

    AJGI think it refers to what He did in His cross, that He has made peace. That is to say, the offensiveness before God of sin in the universe has been removed by the sacrifice of Christ, and in place of the offensiveness of sin there is the sweet savour before God of the devotedness of Christ in offering Himself as a sacrifice for sin. So that the ground is clear now, and when the time comes Christ will take up the whole scene and hold it for the pleasure of God. 

    JSSo in that sense both Jew and Gentile come in together? 

    AJGWell, that is not what we are speaking of now, it is not referring to the assembly or to persons, it refers rather to the fact that Christ will take up all things in heaven and earth and hold them for the pleasure of God. But when it is a question of persons it says, And you, who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled in the body of his flesh through death. The other speaks of the blood of His cross, but this speaks of the body of His flesh through death, for when it is a question of persons who are moral beings and intelligent persons, we have to understand that the way God has brought in reconciliation is by removing the man, and then bringing in His pleasure in Christ and setting us up in life in Christ. 

    JMThe Lord said, All power is given unto me both in heaven and earth. 

    AJGQuite so, and when the time comes, the time the Father has appointed, the Lord will come forth and exercise that power, of course He is exercising it now in a secret way, but He will exercise it publicly then. He will put all enemies under His feet and take up the whole scene and hold it for Gods pleasure. 

    EMEWhat does it mean by the blood of his cross? 

    AJGThe blood of His cross refers to the death of Christ, but emphasizing, I think, the value in the sight of God of the sacrifice of Christ. Because the blood refers to the life, the preciousness of Jesus to God, and that He should lay down that life in order to make atonement for sin, and clear the ground so that He might be able to take up the whole scene, is very precious in the sight of God. 

    EMESo that you would say reconciliation in verse 20 is very broad? 

    AJGQuite so. 

    RSThat refers to the future, does it not? All things are not yet reconciled, but he speaks of the saints as Now! 

    AJGQuite so, it refers to the future. The basis is already laid in the blood of His cross, but it will not actually come to pass until Christ actually takes up things. Then the power of evil will be set aside, and the Lord Himself will hold things and influence them for the pleasure of God. 

    SPWe look forward to the world to come then? 

    AJGYes, quite so. Think of what it will be for God when everything that hath breath praises Jehovah. 

    SPWould you say something about the change of man that is necessary? 

    AJGWell, it refers to reconciling all things to Himself first, which as we say, is future, although the basis is already laid. But then in verse 21 it says, You who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it (that is the fulness) reconciled, in the body of his flesh, through death; to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it, if indeed ye abide in the faith founded and firm. 

    RAECould we speak of all things being reconciled in the millennium, or does it await the eternal condition of things? 

    AJGI think it looks forward to the millennium, it is there that it will be displayed. 

    DLEWould you say the act of the Lord going into death affects us more when we read of His greatness before we read of His making peace by the blood of His cross? 

    AJGI think it does, exactly. And I think that should affect us every Lords Day morning, because the Lord said, This is My body and then He says, This cup is the new covenant in my blood. So it is a question of whose body and whose blood? 

    TGWhy does it say, You who were alienated and enemies in mind instead of in heart? 

    AJGProbably because the Colossians were in danger of being carried away by their minds, and so the Spirit of God is pointing out that our minds are naturally alienated from God, and at enmity with Him. 

    WHIs that why headship is brought in also - Head of the body? 

    AJGYes, quite so. 

    LACIs the reconciliation here to the Godhead? You mentioned to the fulness. 

    AJGIt is apparently the fulness, the words of the Godhead in verse 19, were put in by Mr. Darby to make it plainer as he thought. But really, it is, in Him all the fulness was pleased to dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to itself, that is, the fulness. And then, And you, who once were alienated in mind by wicked works, yet now has it (that is the fulness) reconciled in the body of his flesh. 

    LACWould you explain just a little more the thought of being reconciled to the fulness? 

    AJGWell, it seems to me that we are dealing with God in relation to His creatures, and obviously there must be that about God which the creature can never comprehend, because if it were otherwise the creature would be equal with God, which cannot be; hence there is always that about God which is inscrutable. But the fulness, as I understand it, refers to the light in which God has come out in revelation so that He may be known by the creature, and we are reconciled to that. That is to say, we are made suitable for the position in which God has set us. He has come out in revelation and we are to be suitable to Him as thus known. 

    RSAnd is there not a link between the fulness and we being complete in Him? All God requires in man is found in Christ, and then we do not need to go outside of Christ for anything that we require because we are complete in Him. 

    AJGThat is the thought, I think. On the one hand all the revelation of God is towards us in Christ, but then on the other hand, all the perfect answer to that revelation in the assembly is there in the assembly as having Christ as its Head. And therefore there is no disparity between the revelation and the response to it. 

    LACDoes it convey the impression to our minds also, that the Father and the Son and the Spirit will themselves take pleasure in everything as having upon it the stamp of Christ? 

    AJGI think so. The fulness to which we are reconciled would really involve the thought of the Father, the Son and the Spirit. 

    ATGiving thanks to the Father as we have here shows that the Father has become the Object? 

    AJGYes, the Father is the objective; in the economy, as we speak. He is the Person of the Godhead who has retained the Supreme place of God, so that God might be known as Father in the grace that that Name implies. It is a wonderful thing that God should be known in that light. What has impressed me, although it is lower ground than that of the assembly, is that in the 25th Matthew, when it speaks of the Son of man sitting on the throne of His glory and all nations being gathered before Him, it says, Then shall the King say to those on his right hand, that is, the saved nations, Come; blessed of my Father. A wonderful thing, that the King of kings will say to the saved nations on the earth. You owe your blessing to My Father, as though the final impression He would give them is not that of official glory, King of kings, but that of One above Him, God known as Father. 

    CBYou were going to say something just now about verse 23: If indeed ye abide in the faith, founded and firm... 

    AJGI suppose the apostle brings in that if because he was just a little afraid that some of them might be turned aside from the faith altogether, and that is why it comes in. He says, If indeed ye abide in the faith founded and firm. That is, if you really prove to be genuine, not moved away. 

    HLHHis prayer was based on the hope he had of their faith and love - If indeed ye abide. 

    AJGYes, because the reconciliation is something that we receive by faith, it is presented in the glad tidings, that God has removed what was offensive to Him, in the death of Christ, and has brought in what is delightful to Him in the Person of Christ, and we receive the reconciliation by faith. Of course, if we give up the Christian faith then we are moved away from the reconciliation. 

    LACIs reconciliation and the truth of it, then, entirely objective? 

    AJGYes, I understand so. 

    LACWould you say a little more as to that and as to the removal of the man? I believe it is generally believed that reconciliation simply means a change of mind and attitude towards God on our part. 

    AJGIt is rather that God shows us in the gospel what He has done, and we receive it on the principle of faith, but then we ought to be honest. It is part of the gospel that God has removed the first man judicially in the death of Christ, and set up those who believe in life before Him in Christ by the Spirit. Well now, if we profess to believe the gospel and receive it we should be honest and accept that our old man has been crucified, and move consistently with it. 

    HALYou were speaking of things being substantial, bringing the thought of the Lords body. He is not being seen by the world now or anybody, but He was seen by His own only after His death. Will He be seen by the universe? 

    AJGHe will indeed. It says, Every eye shall see him. 

    HALIs that how He is going to hold everything for God as an object? 

    AJGI suppose not only as an object but by His rule. I mean, in the world to come He will rule. 

    RSBut is not the side of the truth here what is for God? 

    AJGExactly. 

    RSAnd how God will have Christ effectuate all His thoughts? 

    AJGYes, indeed, and hold all things for His pleasure. 

    AYDo we see that in what is mentioned in connection with the reconciliation in verse 22, the end in view being that we may be presented holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it? 

    AJGI think that has the present in mind, I do not think that is looking on to the future. To present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it, we ought to know something about that in the Spirits power in assembly. 

    SHIn verse 18 it says, And he is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning... What do we learn from who is the beginning? 

    AJGWell, I think we were saying earlier that it is a great thing to realize that Christ beyond death is the beginning of everything for God. God is not patching up things in this world, although He will take up the world in the age to come, but Christ beyond death is the beginning of everything for God. And then there is the assembly who is composed of those who are of Christs order. 

    RAEWould you say that in order for us to take the ground of our being holy and unblamable and irreproachable, it is necessary to apprehend that the first man has been removed and that we have been set up in Christ before God? 

    AJGWell, quite so, and have Christ Himself before our hearts. He certainly is holy and unblamable and irreproachable, but then we are in Him, we are of His own order and we are in Him. Of course, that can only be taken up by us in any power if we are walking in the Spirit. If we are going on in the flesh, obviously the Spirit will not enable us to take up that truth, but it is there before God in Christ and we are in Christ before God. 

    EMEIt says, If any one be in Christ there is a new creation. 

    AJGQuite, so. We are entitled in the death of Christ and by the power of the Spirit to dissociate ourselves in mind from all that attaches to us in the flesh and to identify ourselves in mind entirely with the work of God in us, which is new creation and incorruptible. But as I say, we shall not be helped to do that if we are not walking in self-judgment obviously, the Spirit will not promote unreality with us. 

    LACIt used to be said by Mr. Raven in ministry that God has not bridged the distance but He has removed the distance by removing the man who was the occasion of it. 

    AJGExactly. He not only removed the man that brought in the distance, but He has brought in a Man who is wholly pleasing to Him, in whom there is no distance. That is the great thing. There is the removal of the man, and that is essential, but there is the bringing in of a Man that is delightful to God, and that in One of the Godhead, become Man. 

    SPGods interests are centred in another Man? 

    AJGYes, exactly. 

    RSSo that, to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it is the way that God has taken us on, basing it on His judicial termination of the unholy man? 

    AJGQuite so. 

    CBWhen we think of God then, He is, so to speak, restful in having Christ risen from the dead, as the One who has, in His precious death, established the basis for the bringing in of an entirely new universe acceptable to Him, and for persons also to be reconciled. Would not that produce rest in the soul of the believer too? 

    AJGYes, I am sure. I think it has been said that reconciliation is the link between the line of responsibility and the line of Gods purpose. Reconciliation shows how God meets all the failure that came in on the line of responsibility and meets it perfectly, so that there is no issue left unsolved, and that leaves Him free to open up what He has in His purpose. 

    AYDo we see a sample of that in the younger son in Luke 15, brought from the distance and brought into absolute nearness to the Father, and then brought into the house, clothed and made morally suitable for the house? 

    AJGI should think so, he was made in every way suitable with the best robe on, and a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet. But then he was also a son. 

    LACWould you be free to say that every moral beauty that God can rest His eyes on now is the result of His having brought in reconciliation? I have in mind that the display of moral beauty in the saints now for the pleasure of God is the result of the fact that they can look on Christ in whom this reconciliation is displayed. 

    AJGWell, yes. Of course, the presence of anything that is pleasing to God in the saints is really the result of His own work, it is really new creation. It is perhaps a little more linked with new creation than with reconciliation, but really, the means by which God has acted in us is by engaging us with the One in whom reconciliation has come in. But everything that is pleasing to God in the saints is the result of new creation, I would say. 

    LACWhat is the difference between new creation and reconciliation? 

    AJGWell, reconciliation is something that God has brought in in Christ and presented in the gospel to be received on the principle of faith, but new creation is what God works in our souls, by the Spirit. 

    TGSo that the glad tidings being proclaimed to them, there is no excuse, none are excusable? 

    AJGNo, there is no excuse for any if they do not receive the glad tidings. 

    AKHWould there be a link between reconciling all things to the fulness and 1 Corinthians 15, the subjugation of all things? There would be a difference would there not? 

    AJGWell, there is the work of subjugation, but the reconciling of all things to the fulness is viewed, not exactly abstractly, but as an accomplished thing, or rather a thing that will be accomplished and for which the basis is already laid. It simply contemplates all things being taken up by Christ and held by Christ, but before He can take them up He will have to set aside what is abhorrent, of course. So that the Lord will come out from heaven in flaming fire, it says, taking vengeance on those who know not God, and so on. There will be power to set aside all that is irreconcilable. And then as He takes things up and holds them for God there will be the reconciliation of all things. 

    EMEAs sinners we needed a Saviour, but as alienated and enemies we need reconciliation, why is that? 

    AJGMan needs a Saviour, of course, because he cannot do anything for himself, he is like a lost sheep, but then what God presents is the truth of reconciliation which is more than merely meeting us in our distance, it is a question of having us perfectly at home for His own pleasure. 

    CBlReconciliation is to God, is it not? 

    AJGYes, it is, and it is for God too. 

    LACWhat is the difference between reconciliation as spoken of in Colossians and in Corinthians? 

    AJGWell, I do not know that there is a great deal of difference, except that in Colossians it would go further. In Corinthians it says, all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself, but here in Colossians it extends to all things. 

    LACBe ye reconciled to God in Corinthians, is that the text of a message to be conveyed? 

    AJGYes, I think so. 

    RSBe reconciled to God is really the rendering, as though he was telling the Corinthians in his message to them what was his ministry. 

    AJGI think so. 

    RSBringing them into closer confidence with him now, in contrast with the state of things in the first epistle, you would say? 

    AJGYes. We are ambassadors therefore for Christ, God as it were beseeching by us, we entreat for Christ, Be reconciled to God. He was not saying that exactly to the Corinthians, he was just saying, I think, what his ministry was. 

    LACBut could we now in the gospel include such a statement as calling upon men to be reconciled to God? 

    AJGWell, I think so. You can surely tell them that though they have been alienated and enemies God has brought in reconciliation in Christ, and it is there for them if they will take it up. They can be reconciled to God. 

    CBlTherefore the ground has been laid consequent upon the death of Christ? 

    AJGYes, and on the presence of Christ as Man with God. 

    ATIn Romans it is based on the death of His Son? 

    AJGYes, it says, in Romans, we receive the reconciliation. It is something we receive, something that is given us through the gospel. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 1:1-16

    CACWe had before us in the epistle to the Hebrews how the Spirit of God was leading Jewish saints out of everything connected in a religious way with earth, building up their souls in the knowledge of Christ in heaven, and thus disentangling them from the system of things which they had been connected with, even by the ordinance of God. He was bringing them to find such completeness and satisfaction in Christ that they might be prepared to leave even the best things on earth and go forth to him without the camp. 

    The object of the Spirit of God in the epistle to the Colossians is very similar, only that gentiles are in view. Paul is seeking in this epistle to disentangle a gentile company from every subtle snare which would connect them in mind and affection with earth. He is seeking to set them free by the ministry of Christ and to lead them in to the blessedness of being risen with Christ, so that they might be filled full in Christ. 

    QuesWere the gentiles in advance of the Jews? 

    CACThe Hebrews addressed in their epistle had received Jesus as the Messiah, and what they needed was to be enlarged and confirmed in the knowledge of Christ. They had received Him, but they needed to be rooted and built up in Him. These gentile Colossians had also received the Christ. It is one thing to receive the Christ, and another so to know the Person we have received that we are independent of every other man and free from every influence that does not emanate from Christ. We should be wonderful people if we really got the good of this epistle in our souls. 

    RemPaul writes here as an apostle and connects with himself Timothy as a brother. 

    CACI think the apostle had peculiar pleasure in linking others with himself. In writing to the Galatians He brings in all the brethren. He seemed to take the opportunity when ever he could of linking brethren with himself. This suggests that we get not only what is apostolic, which is in a sense official, but also the thought of brethren brought in. Paul says of Timothy, my true child: it means he was a true descendant of Paul morally; he took character from him. He was not converted by Pauls ministry. It is our privilege to be children of Paul  to be conscious of a direct link with the apostle. We are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets; it is our privilege to be directly linked with the men who were the vessels of ministry in christianity. We have their teaching; we are put into contact with Paul as we read this epistle; and as we come under the moral impress of it we take character from him and the light God gave to him. Paul committed things to Timothy the brother, and Timothy was told to commit them to faithful men who were able to teach others. That is not connected with gift but with fidelity. There is an originality about gift, but you are not to be original on this line. You are to cherish what is passed on to you, and to pass it on faithfully. It is not gift but fidelity; and that is the true apostolic succession. It is a question of faithful men now, and it is a wonderful thing to have been connected with them. We have to hold things not only as doctrine but as vital things and to be able to pass them on to others. Epaphras was a faithful man, I suppose; the Colossians had been converted through his labours; he was a man of prayer. 

    QuesWhy is the epistle addressed to the saints and faithful brethren? 

    CACPaul recognises their state: they were not only believers but holy and faithful brethren. This whole epistle supposes a certain state in saints. When Paul was writing to the Romans he did not know much about them, except that it was notorious in the world that there was a company of believers in Rome. In writing to them he took the ground that they had the Spirit; there is much about the Spirit in the epistle. We can normally take that ground with saints; if they have received the Spirit they have spiritual capabilities in having the Spirit. But in writing to the Colossians he could take the ground of what the saints had become by the Spirits work  that is greater than having the Spirit. The Spirit is mentioned only once in this epistle. In verse 8 where love in the Spirit is spoken of, it means they had never seen Paul; it is in contrast to having known him by seeing his face in the flesh. 

    RemIt is remarkable that Christ in you should be said of a gentile company. 

    CACChrist was in their affections; that was the Spirits work; it was through His work that Christ had a place in their affections. It is a pleasure to God when He can see the effect of the Spirits presence; we see it here, so Paul does not need to dwell on the Spirit being there; the evidence of it was in the effect produced. Glory was in hope; the fact that Christ was in their affections was the hope of glory. 

    RemThey had faith in Christ and love to the saints. 

    CACYes. They were right at the centre and right at the circumference. They had Gods anointed Man as the Object of faith and they took in all the saints in their affections. It is a great thing to join the brethren in your affections; people who love all the saints have joined the brethren. It is evidence that we have passed from death unto life if we have the brethren in our affections. By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine if ye have love amongst yourselves. There is a brotherhood here. In the world a brotherhood signifies those who have a common bond and affinity, but the christian brotherhood is the only true one. 

    QuesHow would you show your love for all saints? 

    CACThe apostle showed his love by praying for them. That is open to us; we are not straitened in prayer though we are straitened in almost every other way. There are many saints even in this town that we do not know and never have shaken hands with. It is a sad witness to the failure of the church. Epaphras rendered a beautiful service. I suppose he felt he could not help the saints further; he knew the point they had reached and he realised their danger, and, feeling his inability to help them, he went off and told Paul about them, and Paul wrote this epistle. While Paul wrote, Epaphras prayed; he agonised in prayer as Paul did also. Paul says in chapter 2, I would have you know what combat I have for you ... and as many as have not seen my face in flesh  that takes us in, too. Faith, hope and love have a great place with the saints; Christ the object of faith; the saints the object of love; and heaven in hope. 

    QuesWhat is the hope laid up? 

    CACAll that is connected with the heavenly calling, sonship, what they had heard of in the gospel; that they had a place in heaven and were going to be there in sonship for the pleasure of God. The gospel confers everything: it had brought to them the light of the heavenly relationship and position. The glad tidings, which are come to you ... and are bearing fruit and growing. That is the proper order. The glad tidings come, and when they are received in faith they begin to produce fruit. The Philippian jailor is an illustration when converted he took them that same hour ... and washed them from their stripes; that was the gospel producing fruit. If it does not produce fruit it has not come in faith; we should not accept that a person was converted if we did not see fruit. The gospel makes a brutal man a kind man; the man who had been beating the apostles now washes their stripes. But that is not the end; the gospel goes on expanding in the soul; it grows. We do not at first receive a big gospel; it is big on the divine side but not on the side of our apprehension  it grows and expands in the soul. 

    JCIs that like the light that came to Saul? Each time he speaks of it, it is greater. 

    CACYes, the sense of what he got at the beginning was continually expanding in his soul. Every year we live the gospel should be bigger with us; there should be a larger apprehension of Gods grace, and of what He has given to us in Christ. If the saints would allow the gospel to give them character, to put its own blessed impress on them, wisdom would be justified of her children. The gospel is the greatest thing. The remark was made many years ago: the ministry of the assembly unfolds what the ministry of the gospel confers. The ministry of the gospel shows all that God is for man, all that Christ is for man, and, in a sense, all that the Spirit is for man; all that is included in the glad tidings. The ministry of the assembly unfolds what is effected in man for the pleasure of divine Persons; that is the other side. But then after all, what there is in divine Persons is the greatest, so there is nothing like the gospel! 

    QuesAre we defective in the gospel? 

    CACWe have not taken it all in. Sometimes when a brother preaches on Lords day evening, he gets discouraged if he does not see a lot of unconverted people. I wish we did see them; but the preacher may always have the comfort that there is not a person sitting there who knows the gospel in its fulness. He may think they do, but they do not! Even the preacher does not, but if he has the desire to know it better, he may be helped to get a fresh sense of the grace of God, and an expansion in his own soul as he speaks. Many a man has actually been converted while preaching; the truth he was telling out has been brought home to his soul. One would like to get a more adequate sense of the greatness of the gospel; what it presents is infinite  divine Persons, love, wisdom, power  everything that is infinitely great and will fill eternity with its blessedness. The one amongst us who has the greatest apprehension of the gospel falls far short of the fulness of Christ: we can never say the time has come when the glad tidings cannot grow any more in our souls. 

    Generally speaking people are indebted to others; the Colossians had heard the gospel from Epaphras. But Pauls was a special case; the Lord dealt with him directly; he tells the Galatians that his gospel was not of man and he did not receive it through man. 

    QuesWhat is loving in the Spirit? 

    CACIt is in contrast to knowing a person in the flesh. The Colossians had great affection for Paul because they had benefited by his ministry; a brother whose ministry has helped you, but whom you have never seen, you love in the Spirit. If you have known him personally it is not quite the same. It means that they were greatly attached to Paul as the vessel of divine ministry. Epaphras had enjoyed Pauls ministry himself, and he gave his converts a sense of the preciousness of Pauls ministry, so they all loved him, though they had never seen him. It is a great thing to love the vessels of ministry. The Lord puts the ministry into certain vessels, and it is a great proof of spiritual health if we love the vessels of spiritual ministry; it is not what the men are in themselves. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 1:1-12

    CACThe effect of the ministry of Christ is that faith in Christ Jesus and love to all the saints is brought about. Epaphras ministered Christ; he was a faithful minister of Christ. God has shown us great favour in allowing us to be under the influence of a precious ministry of Christ; we hardly realise how great a favour it is. The effect is that we become conscious there is one Man who can be trusted; there is one Man whom God has trusted. 

    If there is faith in Christ Jesus there will be with it love to all the saints; we become interested in the saints for they are of and in Christ; they are of that order of man. Faith in Christ Jesus and love to all the saints is the starting point in connection with assembly privilege; it is a good beginning. The foundation is a necessary part of the house, but it is not all the house. There was a condition in Colosse which was a good starting point, but it was not the finish. 

    QuesWhat is the full knowledge of His will? 

    CACIt is the full scope of the pleasure of God in connection with the Head; it does not refer to the believers individual pathway. We have to grow up in ability to rightly act in relation to the Head. If all saints were filled with the full knowledge of Gods will everyone would have learned to act in relation to Gods anointed Man, and in that way the body of Christ would come into evidence. Everyone would be found doing what he ought to do and saying what he ought to say at the right moment and doing and saying it in relation to a glorified Man in heaven. God would have us to understand His blessed will for us as connected with Christ. Everything that is for Gods pleasure centres in Christ, so that, if I want to understand the will of God, Christ must be the starting point. The importance of prayer is very great. When we find the apostle praying it indicates that the things he prays for can only be got by prayer, they cannot be imparted by ministry. Prayer brings in the divine acting, the working of God. It is blessed to have ministry that is of God, but there is something more needed, that is divine operation in the souls of saints, and that stands connected with prayer. As the apostle prays here he goes on into an illimitable expanse of things till he has brought in Christ and the assembly, and the reconciliation of all things. In Paul we see a man who had wisdom and spiritual understanding. He was able to compass the immense thoughts of God in Christ, and all that Christ was to the body, and he could bring it before the saints in wisdom, and give the presentation of it that the saints needed at the moment. He had never seen these Colossian saints but he could bring the unsearchable riches of the Christ to them in a suitable way as they needed it. We might desire a little of that wisdom and spiritual understanding; it can be got where Paul got it. 

    RemHe was in prison. 

    CACYes, the epistles that are so rich in the ministry of Christ came from prison  Colossians, Ephesians and Philippians are prison epistles. I suppose it is often when things are most straitened outwardly that there is the greatest expansion spiritually. 

    QuesIs ministry on the line of Give ye them to eat? 

    CACThere are three distinct features in the Lords ministry, and they are characteristic of true ministry; they are, healing, feeding, and teaching. If people are suffering from maladies they cannot enjoy food, so spiritual healing comes first in Christs ministry. That is negative; it is what corrects and heals all that is out of order. There are all sorts of moral diseases and infirmities amongst the saints, but spiritual ministry is a corrective of all that. Then the Lord not only healed but fed. That is positive nourishing and strengthening, in the good of all that is blessed  all that is of God and of Christ  it is made available for us as food. We need building up spiritually in all that there is in divine Persons for us; there is a wondrous supply of food in the making known of what God is and of what Christ is. Lastly the Lord taught them; He gave them the most wonderful and blessed unfoldings of the mind of God that were ever known. Spiritual teaching gives us intelligent access to the mind of God, to the great thoughts cherished in His mind; it puts us on confidential terms with God. God communicates His thoughts to us; this is not what meets my need but what satisfies His heart. He says, I will put you on such terms with Me that I will tell you all I am thinking of and going to do. Think of the blessed God communicating to us all His thoughts! The king would not do it, but God does it. These three features were demonstrated in all their blessedness in the Lords ministry, and all true ministry is the result of an impression of Christ. If you are suffering from moral disease you cannot enjoy food; and if you are not nourished you do not understand what divine Persons are as available for food, and you are not man enough to take in the thoughts of God. What we get here is on the line of teaching, entering into all that is for the pleasure of God, so that we might be able to act in relation to it, to walk worthily of the Lord. He was the One of whom it was said, the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand. God put all His pleasure, all that He delighted in, in the hands of the Lord to be carried out, and we are to walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing; it takes in everything pleasing to God. The apostle has in mind that every one of the saints should be put in his right place in relation to the Head, so that the pleasure of God might come out in the body in the way saints move together. 

    HWhat would every good work be? 

    CACThey are set forth in Christ. In Ephesians it says they are before prepared that we should walk in them, Ephesians 2: 10. Everything that God can delight in in man has been seen in the Lord Jesus, so we have not to start out in a new path. It is new to us, but all the characteristics of that path have been set forth in Christ; He went about doing good. The test of whether a thing is a good work is, is it expressive of Christ? Is it the character of things that came out in Christ? If it is not, then it is not a good work. It was said of one, She has wrought a good work toward me. To come together to remember the Lord is a good work; He was the One to suggest it so that makes it a good work. He taught His disciples to pray, so prayer is a good work. If our hearts learnt to connect everything with Christ it would give us a good idea of spiritual things; if we cannot trace them to Christ they are not good works. It is a good work to read the Scriptures; the Lord was accustomed to read them in public as well as in private. We are encouraged to believe we are doing a good work tonight in reading the Scriptures publicly together because the Lord did it. What makes a thing right and good is that Christ is the moving impulse of it; that is what gives it value before God. When He was here everything He did was done in obedience and communion; it all moved from the Father  the Head of Christ is God. There was a Man here on earth who was always true to the fact that God was His Head; He never exercised divine power by an act of His own will but in relation to His Head. Now we have Christ for our Head. This epistle is full of the headship of Christ; everything good and right gets its impulse from Christ. I may do a thing with mixed motives, but the little bit of Christs influence in it is what gives it value with God. There may be a mixture of vanity or desire to be thought well of in what we do, but, if it is right at all, there is a streak of gold in it and that is what gives it value. One might give vast sums of money to do good and there might be no fruit for God because it did not spring from abiding in Christ. He is the Spring of everything for Gods pleasure, and fruitfulness is connected with abiding in Him. 

    QuesHow does growing by the true knowledge of God come about? 

    CACI suppose all edification is increase by the knowledge of God; there is no true growth apart from that. As we learn God we are formed in the divine nature. Peter puts it as through the greatest and precious promises, 2 Peter 1: 4. The promises express to me what God is; every promise is the setting forth of what God is for man. As I take hold of the great and precious promises I become partaker of the divine nature. 

    QuesWhat is the full knowledge of God? 

    CACAll that God is has come into view. God is in the light; there is no limitation on the side of revelation. If we are not formed in the divine nature we have not much capacity for sharing the portion of saints in light. 

    The glory of young men is their strength. Colossians answers to Johns young men. In John it is babes, young men and fathers. Paul has his three epistles. Romans would answer to babes, Colossians to young men, and Ephesians to Johns fathers. Paul and John both regard the saints in three distinct stages of spiritual growth. If one is strengthened with all might according to the power of His glory one has got beyond the babe stage. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, 1 John 2: 14. One who has reached this point is more than a babe. It is not strength for action but for suffering; it is ability to endure and to suffer. It is wonderful to think of the power of His glory coming down to enable saints to endure and to suffer with joy. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 1:9-24

    CACIt is a great thing for us to be moved away from the narrowness and limitations connected with ourselves to the great spiritual possibilities which are brought near to us when we have to do with God. I suppose we have to follow the line which is laid down in this chapter if we are to come into the presence of the blessedness of Christ as the Head. 

    QuesWould you say what the line is? 

    CACThe line of the kingdom. We have to move along a certain moral way to reach Christ as presented in the latter part of the chapter. 

    PIs lordship spoken of in connection with the kingdom? 

    CACYes, there must be that side. We must learn the kingdom and be in the good of it to be set free to contemplate the Head. It needs great liberty of heart to contemplate the Head. The kingdom is presented in a unique manner in this epistle; it is not seen anywhere else in the same way. It is a peculiar aspect of the kingdom which needs to be experimentally learned if saints are to be free in their affections to contemplate the Head. I would say that in the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love we are free in heart because love pervades that kingdom. It is a realm of divine affections; so the heart is liberated; we need to be there before we can apprehend what it is to be risen with Christ. It is no use to talk about being risen with Christ to a people who are not liberated in their affections. 

    RemSometimes the kingdom is touched in a legal way. 

    CACYes, the elements of legality cling very tightly to us; it is not easy to get rid of graveclothes! But the elements of darkness and bondage are eliminated from the heart in the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. I felt greatly touched as we sang: O blessed living Lord, Engage our hearts with Thee. I felt there was a power in the Lord to set us free for Himself. We asked Him to engage our hearts with Himself; there is a power in the Lord to set us free for Himself and that is the power of the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. 

    We must gather up what we have had before us on previous nights. The apostle prays, and we are sure he does not pray for impossibilities. The fact of his praying shows that what he prays for is available. It supposes a people formed in answer to prayer, grown up in wisdom and spiritual understanding. It supposes growth to manhood; you do not expect to find wisdom and spiritual understanding in a baby. The result of being grown up is that we are able to walk worthily of the Lord; there is strength for it. In the kingdom the Lord is before every one; that is the standard for the youngest believer, and for all of us, as to practical life down here. As to what we eat and drink and wear, and how we carry ourselves about our work, there is the same standard for all; each is to have the Lord before him, and not to meddle with another. In that way each would be found walking worthily of the Lord. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between the kingdom in Romans and here? 

    CACThe kingdom in Romans is the end in view; in Colossians it is the starting point. In Romans we are justified, and we know God as the Deliverer to set us free from sin, the law and the flesh, so that we might become suitable subjects for His kingdom, and be found in a sphere here on earth in responsibility, filled with righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, and in that sphere abounding in hope. That is the end in Romans, but that is the starting point in Colossians. We shall not understand Colossians if we do not know in some small measure what it is to be in the kingdom as seen in Romans. The aspect of the kingdom in Romans is in relation to what it delivers you from; in Colossians it is in relation to what it delivers you for. A wonderful vista is opened up in Colossians; the kingdom comes in to set us free for an entirely new order of things. 

    The apostle was encouraged to pray for the Colossians because there was something there to work on. Often with saints one feels that things are so immature that there is very little to work on, but it was not so with the Colossians; they had faith in Christ and they loved all the saints. The apostle was free to pray, and he prayed for possibilities, not impossibilities. Then the power of the kingdom comes in in connection with the strenuous character of life in the kingdom. Life in the kingdom is a very strenuous life, so strenuous that the natural man would break down as soon as he entered it. It is no good saying that christianity is easy; it is not. The Lord never misled anyone by making them feel that they would be in an easy path. It is a path where difficulties are great; there is a constant demand for endurance and long-suffering, and nothing will enable a saint to endure and suffer but the might of his glory. There is not one of us but would break down at once  and we all do at times  but for the might of His glory. It conveys to me the thought of a wonderful power-house at the right hand of God, and if you can only get connected with that power-house, you will get a supply of energy that will carry you through everything. The electric cars go along the level beautifully, but they go up the steepest hill just as beautifully because they have a link with the power-house. There is a positive source of power in Christ at the right hand of God, so that when a saint is doing the will of God and comes across difficulties and pressures and sufferings so great that they would be unendurable to nature, he is cast on that source of power, and, instead of escaping suffering by getting out of the path of Gods will, he is endued with power and is enabled to endure and suffer. Paul had proved it; he was not speaking of something he knew nothing about; it is in proving a thing that we learn its true value. Can you endure suffering and bear pressure? You find out you can, when strengthened with all power. 

    JRKLuther was sustained. 

    CACThat was in view of testimony, but this verse is not exactly testimony, but inward power that enables one to endure and suffer. The natural thought with every one of us is to get out of suffering if we can, but there is power to enable us to go on enduring and suffering with joy; that is the great point. Many a saint has gone through pressure which, if he had known it before, he would have thought impossible to go through. But they found they did go through it; the might of His glory carried them through. 

    Paul comes to the end of the prayer in the end of verse 11; the things that are to be found in verses 9, 10 and 11 are matters for prayer, but in verse 12 he passes over to thanksgiving, passes over to the region of the Fathers actings. When we do so we have really passed out of the world. The moment you touch the scene of the Fathers actings in your affections you are outside the world. 

    There are connecting links between the different lines of truth and teaching which are presented in different epistles by different writers; there are points of contact between them all because they all form one whole. What we get here has a point of contact with Johns writing. It is the Father who has done everything, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of saints in light. That is the line of Johns gospel. You do not carry many disciples with you through Johns gospel. Many disciples dropped off when the Lord told them everything must be of the Father, and unless the Father does it nothing is done; that leaves no place for man. Therefore when you touch the Fathers actings you are outside the world. If we were giving thanks to the Father in the spirit of this verse we should be in affection outside the world; we should be free in an out-of-the-world condition. A people entangled with the world could not be put together for one moment with those giving thanks to the Father outside the world in the region of the Fathers actings. We have no capability beyond the measure in which we are formed in the divine nature; that is the force of verse 12  made us fit. It is not by washing us in the blood of Christ  not fit from the point of view of righteousness. Fit here is the same word as translated elsewhere competent or sufficient. It is the same word as in who is sufficient for these things, and Our competency is of God. If the Father has made us sufficient, or competent, it implies a nature competent to enjoy and enter into these things. It is the line of the Fathers working. In Johns gospel the Lord refers to it again and again; He speaks of the Father drawing and teaching, and persons learning from the Father. He speaks of the Fathers sheep, and the men given Him by the Father. It is the Fathers side; it is the backbone of Johns gospel on the subjective side. On one side the Father is revealed in the Son, but on the other there is a divine generation who have their origin in the Father. That is the line presented here; that is the kind of people who come into view of Christ as Head. 

    The portion of saints in divine light is wonderful. Our portion is Christ, and that is the blessedness of the assembly. When we come together in assembly we are entitled to forget everything but the divine light in which we have our common portion. One would not like a thought of imperfection in a believer to come into ones mind at the Supper. We are there in divine light, morally apart from blemishes or imperfections; bound up with all the perfections of Christ. We could not have the lofty note of praise proper to the assembly if saints were before us as involved in all kinds of imperfections; it would take all the music out of our hearts! We should not be sharing the portion of the saints in light; we should be away from the Fathers realm and from the spirit of thanksgiving. 

    It is a wonderful thing to have touched the circle of the Fathers activities and to look on saints according to what they are in divine generation. Some may be babes, young and feeble in the family, but all are there as members of the family. All are entitled to come there in the family atmosphere. I think we touch the family idea here: See what love the Father has given to us that we should be called the children of God. It is a question of what divine love has given. None of the saints did anything to get that place or to retain it; the Fathers love gave them that place. To partake of the divine nature is a fact, a blessed divine reality brought about by the Fathers love. If I partake of the divine nature I have capacity to enjoy things that belong to the sphere of light where the saints have their portion as bound up with all the blessedness of Christ. There is not a shade of imperfection or sign of blemish there in that light. If you could tell me there was a shade of imperfection there you would ruin my happiness. It does not follow that every saint enjoys the portion in the same degree. In the morning meeting everyone does not enjoy in the same degree what is said or done, but all have a common joy. The youngest babe has the capacity to enjoy, though not as great a capacity as a father. But it is well to see what the Father is doing, what the Father has done. He has a family of children; the children of God are a real generation in this world and I view the saints as being of that generation. 

    Nothing has any place in the assembly that is not the outcome of love, and what is the outcome of love edifies. The assembly is the place of divine intelligence. If a babe in Christ took part in the meeting and was sustained by the Lord, he would not go beyond his measure, and all would go with what he said. There is no excuse for people saying what is defective; there is no room in the assembly for that. The assembly is an intelligent company; what a babe said, if kept within his measure, would not be unintelligent. The youngest babe speaks of what he has found and known in divine Persons and everyone can go with it. 

    RemI have never heard the kingdom pressed on the affection side before. 

    CACThe kingdom in affection is most blessed. It is no use to go on to consider Christ as Head if we have not liberated affections; the people who can give thanks to the Father and come into view of the Fathers actings are liberated in affections. Giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light. We share all the blessedness of Christ. Then the Father has delivered us from the authority of darkness. We are bound up with Christ for eternity; not a darkening element is left to obscure our joy in the love of the Father. We enjoy as those identified with the place which Christ has before the Father as the Son of His love. Every question is settled: we have redemption, forgiveness of sins, there is perfect liberty. We are brought to a circle where love predominates  the kingdom of the Son of His love  a beautiful aspect of the kingdom. It is the influence of love that liberates from every distraction. The Father sets us free, we are a divine generation, we are liberated from everything that would detain our affections. Now God is going to present a wonderful object, but it is to a people with liberated affections. That object is Christ as Head. 

    QuesWhy is through his blood omitted in Colossians (verse 14)? 

    CACBecause the question of the Person is so much in view. In Ephesians His blood is brought in because it is a question of how we stand with God. Here it is what the Father has done, so the thought of the blood does not come in. Redemption subsists in all the value of the Person who is the Son of His love. The blood has infinite value with God, but the Person has infinite value with the Father. Redemption means that we are put outside the enemys power, and forgiveness of sins is the settlement of every moral question connected with our former history, so that not a single thing is left to hinder us knowing the blessed Christ as Head. It is the common portion of saints that they enjoy this blessedness. It is the subject of thanksgiving here because of the perfect liberation which is secured for the affections of the saints; the Father has wrought wondrously that we might be free for Christ. It is lovely to think that the Father would have us to be perfectly free for Christ. Is my heart so free and liberated that there is not a thing to distract me from Christ? If that is so I know what it is to touch the circle of the Fathers actings; my heart is full of thanksgiving. Every question has been settled. John says, Your sins are forgiven you for his names sake. You are in the family of God with every question settled, that you may be free to enjoy the positive divine blessedness into which you are brought. You do not live on the fact that all questions have been settled. That would be like the woman trying to live on the fact that her creditors had been paid! She lived on the rest of the oil. Many saints can thank God that every question is settled, but they do not get farther; they do not know what it is to live on the rest. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 1:12-23

    Last week we were speaking of the importance of the aspect of the kingdom presented here, in view of our being set free to entertain the wonderful apprehension of Christ set before us in these verses. 

    QuesWhy do you connect freedom with the kingdom? 

    CACThe truth of the kingdom comes in to set us free. In Romans the kingdom stands in relation to what we are freed from, but in Colossians it is more what we are free for. The heart is liberated so as to be free to contemplate a new and divine order of things of which Christ is the beginning, the glorious Head and Centre. How could we touch that if our hearts were not free? He has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. We are placed, as it were, on the holy mount. It is the Father who has done it. From verse 12 we find ourselves in the sphere of the Fathers actings and therefore in an out-of-the-world region. It is like the three disciples on the holy mount; they were in an out-of-the-world condition: they saw the One who was the beloved Son. The Father said to them, Hear him. That was placing them in the kingdom of the Son of His love, putting them under the influence of His love. There are two lines we love to sing addressing the Lord, 

     The light of love has shone in Thee, 
And in that love our souls are free. 
 

    Persons who are free can contemplate the greatness of Christ as Head; we cannot do that if there are elements of bondage in our souls. The truth makes us free from, but the Son makes us free in. It is a great thing to be awake to all that; only persons who are fully awake can see the glory of the kingdom. It says of Peter and the others, Having fully awoke up they saw his glory. The kingdom is filled with the radiancy of divine light; there is no such shining anywhere else. His face shone as the sun. Paul said, I could not see, through the glory of that light. It is only people who are fully awake who can see it. 

    The kingdom in this sense gives you freedom to enjoy privilege; we shall not touch the assembly unless we know something of the kingdom in that character. There is a kingdom; it exists at the present moment, and it is as real as it will be in the day of glory. Love is supreme there; the very One whose influence we come under is the beloved Son. All the influences there are the influences of divine love; they set the heart free. We get into bondage to many things because we are not in the region of the Fathers actings, and not in the consciousness of divine love. Many things fetter us, impede our movements, and obscure our vision, they would all perish at once if we touch the sphere where the Father is acting and where love predominates. The Fathers actings are in view of positive liberty, He has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, He has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love: in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. That is the platform: the Father has set us free, and now He says, I am going to open up the most marvellous vision ever presented to man. He brings us in view of a new universe. People thought a lot of the discovery of a new world, and men have talked of Columbus ever since, but that new world was nothing to the new world which we are privileged to contemplate tonight. 

    The idea of image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation suggests a new creation, for it carries the mind back to Adam. It has often been remarked  and it is very helpful  that in the first creation the whole system was formed first, and the head  Adam  was introduced last. But in this new universe we begin with the Head. The One who is to be the Centre and Head of it is introduced first, and in getting a clear vision of Him we get understanding of the whole universe which will stand in relation to Him. It is an immense thing to be able to contemplate the greatness of such a Person. If we are free in the light of love we can quietly and without distraction contemplate the exceeding greatness of the Person who is the image of the invisible God  One suitable to take the place of pre-eminence in all creation. What a great thought of Christ is this! 

    It is Gods intention to have a universe, the Head and Centre of which is a Man, the visible representation of what God is. God is invisible, but His purpose was to have a visible image in His universe. To that end a divine Person became Man. In this new universe God will never be in the slightest degree misrepresented. Everything God is in His nature will be fully and perfectly set forth; there will never be the least shadow of misrepresentation. All the troubles that have come in here have been through the misrepresentation of God. Satan came in and the head  Adam  broke down, and what Satan brought in has got a place in this world. All through the history of this world God has been misrepresented. But now there is to be another universe created, and God will never be misrepresented in the slightest degree again. A divine Person has come into manhood that He might be the visible representation and the setting forth of all that God is in that universe for ever. That Man is Head and centre of that new universe. That is the essence of Pauls gospel, the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is the image of God, 2 Corinthians 4: 4. 

    Revelation is one thing and image another. Revelation carries our thoughts back to what the Son was in manhood on earth. He was declaring God and revealing the Father, unveiling that which was unknown in a world of sin. When He went into death all was accomplished and finished and in resurrection He declared the Fathers name; the revelation was once for all. The full unfolding of the love of God came out in the death of His Son and the revelation was complete: God is in the light revealed. But the image is what abides, an abiding shining out of all that God is in light and love in a risen and glorified Man. God will always be known by what He has expressed; it shines radiantly in the face of a risen and glorified Man. The light of a new universe shines on us while we are still in the old; it is the light that shone in Pauls heart and it constituted Pauls gospel. If people get the light of the glory that shines in the face of Christ, they get it from Paul, he was the vessel of it, he calls it my gospel. It shone into Pauls heart so that it might shine forth to us tonight. Christ will irradiate the divine universe with the light of God, and the security of that universe will lie in its Head; nothing will ever dim the shining of all that God is in Him. If Christ had been put in Eden instead of Adam there would have been no breakdown, but in the wisdom of God the natural came first. The true Head was held in reserve, in view of all Gods purposes of grace and sovereign love. But He has come in now and we can take account of a creation of which Christ is First-born. The idea of First-born connects the whole creation with Him. It will have a glorious, pre-eminent Head who will be the image of God eternally. When the First-born gets His place God will have His place and not till then. 

    We are set free in the light of love to entertain the thought of all this, and to see how great that Person is who is Head of the body, the assembly. He stands in a peculiar relation to a unique body of people, and it is the privilege of all those in the body to look up to this great and glorious Person as their Head  he is the head of the body, the assembly. 

    We get the thought that God is beginning; just as He began with Adam, now He is beginning with Christ. The character of the whole system that stands in relation to Him must be learned in the Head. The character and the security of it is all learned there. 

    QuesWhat is the thought of firstborn of all creation? 

    CACI think it suggests a universe in which Christ has the first place. He is the pre-eminent One: that is the idea of first-born. It has often been said, If the Creator takes a place in the creation, He must be First-born. 

    QuesDoes it refer to His taking flesh? 

    CACAll that is involved in it. He could not be the image of the invisible God or First-born of all creation except as having come into manhood: it is the dignity attaching to Him as the risen and glorified Man. It goes on to speak of all things being created by Him. It was in the power of His Person that all things were created. It gives one a wonderful thought of His greatness  every conception of dignity that ever came into evidence was created by Him. I do not think it is exactly the material universe here; we get away in this scripture from the material thought. When the details are spoken of, it is whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him. The material universe is not so much in view here as the moral universe. We know He created the material universe, but that is not the point in connection with His greatness as Head; here it is a universe marked by divine order, rule and authority in contrast to lawlessness which has brought in all the trouble in the first creation. Christ has created all these different dignities, and powers, and authorities, which are in contrast to lawlessness. The idea of a king, a prince, a leader, is not a human conception such conceptions are of divine creation. Man may usurp these dignities, or be allowed in Gods government to be set in authority for a moment, but they all belong to Christ; they have been created by Him, and in order that He might fill them. In Gods universe every expression of rule or authority will be filled out of the fulness of Christ. How wonderful to get hold of that in connection with the Head! The body can look up to that Person and get direction and supplies from Him. These conceptions of rule and authority do not belong to a lawless creation, but to a universe divinely ordered. Christ will fill every position of rule: He is Prince of Peace, Leader of salvation; 

    every title of dignity and honour that came into being, Christ brought in, so that He might be invested with all the honour of it. It was created for Him. He is the Head of all principality and authority. The present powers in this world are ordained of God for the protection of His people, but they are described in Scripture as beasts: they are unintelligent powers, they carry out His will unintelligently. To think of Christ filling everything gives one an idea of His dignity. If I run down the idea of a king I am detracting from the greatness of Christ. A king is a divine conception, and every idea of glory connected with him belongs to Christ, so I want to have a great idea of a king. It is the same with every dignity  we look at it morally and cherish it in our hearts as belonging to Christ. It may be just now in the hands of the usurper and allowed of God to be so, but it will be in the hands of Christ, it belongs to Him. The wrong man is in office just now in the ways of God. God has ordained government; it is one of the greatest mercies in the world. I believe, in spite of Bolshevism and lawlessness, that authority is going to be divinely supported as long as the church is on earth, because God would not have told His people to pray for kings if there were not to be any to pray for. The prayers of the people of God are the great support of government in this world. One has no idea what tremendous forces of lawlessness there are at work on earth, and yet they are held in check. What is in Russia today might be in England tomorrow if the saints do not pray. I think the security of government in this world lies in the house of God. As long as the house of God is here, government will be maintained and lawlessness kept in check. God will keep His hand upon it, in spite of outbursts, and allow His people to lead peaceable lives as long as the church is on earth. Authority exists for the good of the people of God. The original conception was in the mind of God; the thought of thrones, lordships and authorities did not originate with lawless man  it originated with Christ. It is good to think of Him as Head of all principality and authority. 

    Then another great conception is, He is before all. Whatever greatness you see in Scripture or that has ever appeared, Christ is before all. John the baptist was the greatest born of women, but he says of Christ, He was before me. John recognised the pre-eminence of Christ. Take David; Christ was before him, He was the root of David. He was before Abraham; He says, Before Abraham was, I am. He was before Melchisedec. Melchisedec was assimilated to the Son of God. He was before Adam: Adam was a figure of him to come. Whatever greatness we see in man, its true origin is in Christ. It shows this Person is before all, He is the source of every kind of greatness. Wherever you see any greatness, Christ is before it, He is pre-eminent in connection with it. He is before all, and all things subsist together by him. He is the bond that holds together every part of the divine working as one whole. What a wonderful book the Scripture is! What is the bond of it? Christ. Take all the ways and workings of God  the promises, the law, the prophets, the Psalms. What is the bond? Christ is the bond that makes them subsist and hold together. A wonderful wide thought that! He is the bond that holds everything in Gods universe together. It is all bound together in one subsisting whole by Christ. All things subsist together by Christ; the visible, and the invisible beings. I think the Spirit of God suggests it in relation to Christ as Head, as giving an immense thought of the wonderful resource of wisdom that is in Him. Of course it comes out in the material universe, but it comes out more wonderfully in relation to the moral ways of God. The promises of God are more wonderful than the planets. In the promises, the ways of God, the unfoldings of His mind, sacrifice, government, covenants, etc., we have a great system far more wonderful than the material universe. When we read the law, the prophets, the Psalms, we see all the divine ways; the moral actings of God are far more wonderful than His material actings; and they all subsist together by Christ. The material has its place as the theatre of all Gods moral actings, but the moral is greater. The fact that all are to be reconciled  by him to reconcile all things  convinces me that all things are viewed here morally. There is no enmity in a table, or a planet, or a stone, but the universe which is in view here could be at enmity and be reconciled. There has been enmity in heaven on the part of the angels, and on earth on the part of men: man has become an enemy and is alienated in his mind; a moral stain has thus been brought upon heaven and earth, but where there has been enmity there is going to be reconciliation. What a wonderful place Christ holds in the moral universe! It is brought out in this chapter. To get an idea of it, and then think that that Person is the Head of the body, gives one an extraordinary idea of what the body is to have a Head like that. 

    There will be a universe in reconciliation lighted up by the glory of that Man; everything will be put into perfect accord by Him eternally, by the power that resides in the Head. And now we have the privilege of knowing Him as Head in a peculiar and intimate way. The assembly stands in relation to Him in a way that no other family in the universe ever will. What a resource we have! He is cherished by the body, and He is the source of all supplies and spiritual direction for the body. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 1:17-24

    The apostle does not unfold here the gain the body derives from having such a Head: he does that later in chapter 2: 19, the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God. In chapter 1 the prominent thought is the greatness of Christ, that He stands in relation to the body as Head. The greatness of the Head is set before us so that we might be affected by it. 

    It is of great importance to recognise that there is such a thing as the body, a living organism on this earth. We have to apprehend the thought that there is something on earth which is the product of divine working, it is here, whether we see it or not. No doubt the body was intended to be visible so that Christ should be seen in His body. That was the divine thought, though we cannot say much about that now. But the body still exists, it is a definite subsisting thing, the product of divine work, and there never was, nor ever will be, any dead material in it. Christ has pre-eminence in the body, and the dignity and glory of the assembly is that it has such a Head. It is the only company on earth where Christ is pre-eminent. It seems to imply that Christ derives some greatness in being Head to that which is the greatest thing on earth. The body is the only thing purely of God in this world. It is the most wonderful company ever seen, and it is part of the greatness of Christ that He is the Head of that body, the assembly. The body is the only thing on earth capable of appreciating Christ. It is a wonderful thing that there should be a company on earth capable of appreciating Christ; it is the greatest assembly on earth. If we could get all the greatest potentates on earth together they would not be equal to the body, the assembly; there never will be anything so great morally. Every constituent part of it has ability and spiritual intelligence to appreciate Christ; that is the moral greatness of the body. We have to recognise that there is such a company on earth at the present moment; it has not disappeared. If we get a true thought of the body, we could not think of such a thing as sectarianism. One could not think of belonging to a sect when the body is here. It is the only thing on earth in concert with heaven. If we went to heaven we should find Christ the distinguished Person there, on the most distinguished seat. He sits at Gods right hand; He is pre-eminent there. And there is a company on earth with the mind of heaven; everyone in that company holds Christ as having the distinguished place; there is no dead material in the body. The connecting link between the Head and the body in a practical sense lies in affection. 

    QuesAre not the majority of saints in heaven? 

    CACYes, but in the Colossian sense the saints in heaven are not in the body. The truth of the body in Colossians refers to the company on earth  that wonderful assembly, the product of divine working, of which Christ is the Head, and in which He has the chief place. 

    It is a great thing to entertain the thought of it. You may say, I do not see christians entering into that; but the question is, Do I enter into it? The assembly is the body of persons who gladly and affectionately give Christ the first place, the pre-eminence. 

    QuesIs that by the Spirit? 

    CACIt is in virtue of what the Spirit forms. It is in virtue of all those spiritual affections which are the result of the Spirits work. One would like to cultivate the affections proper to a company that has such a Head; they should be found with us; a company that makes much of Christ is morally the assembly. The body speaks of the saints in this vital unity, and the assembly speaks of them in their spiritual intelligence. One is delighted to find a trace of the Fathers work in souls, a response to Christ: every part of the body is responsive to Christ. There is a company of persons on earth who form the body, the assembly and of whom Christ is Head. He has the first  the pre-eminent  place in regard of that company. The body is a company of persons in divine vitality, and thus capable of appreciating Christ in His immeasurable greatness, and as the assembly they have capacity for spiritual intelligence. 

    We were speaking in the early part of this chapter of our being brought into the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love: as our hearts are affected and brought under the dominating influence of that kingdom, our affections are liberated so that they are free for Christ. A great many christians are not free for Christ. If I am not free of questions about myself, I am not in the good of the kingdom, nor am I free for Christ, or free for the assembly. 

    QuesIs it like drinking into one Spirit? 

    CACIn the cup we drink into the love of God, and as we do it sets us free. Nothing sets free like love. In the presence of divine love we are free for Christ, and free to take in the wonderful thoughts which are presented in such a scripture as this. The body, the assembly, is the whole liberated company. Practically many saints are not brought into it, but in the divine mind the assembly is a company of persons in the good and liberty of the kingdom, perfectly free for Christ; that is the body, the assembly. A christian may say, I do not know anything about it, I am not free. Well, it is all there for you. 

    The Spirit does not appear in this epistle, and we never lose anything by keeping to the line of divine teaching. The babes have the Spirit, and if a person is no further on than just having the Spirit he is a babe. But these Colossians were not babes, they were grown up; there was something there that the Spirit had formed, divine formation. 

    One feature of Christs glory is that He is Head of that wonderful company which is the product of divine working, and which has divine vitality and intelligence. 

    Then we get another thing, He is the beginning, first-born from among the dead: He is the starting-point of everything. If we get the apprehension of Christ as the Beginning, it puts us outside the world. We were saying in connection with the previous verses, that we were brought into the region of the Fathers actings, and when we touch that circle we are outside the world, we are in a new system of things, and in that new system Christ is the Beginning, the starting-point of everything. Anything that does not begin with Christ has no part in that new order of things. 

    QuesIs the Beginning one thing and the First-born another? 

    CACThey are closely linked together. The One who is the Beginning is also the First-born from among the dead. He is the Beginning  the starting-point of all Gods thoughts and ways in the new universe which God is going to bring in. But He must needs be the First-born from the dead, for the new universe will stand on a resurrection footing. Saints on earth in the millennium will not be risen with Christ, but they will know Him as risen. I doubt whether any saints other than the assembly will ever be risen with Christ. But the fact that He is risen will prove that death is swallowed up in victory. Millennial saints will be relieved of the presence of death through His resurrection. Hezekiah is a figure of this. 

    In the first creation Christ was the starting-point; we see it in Proverbs 8. The creation of the heavens and earth was in the divine mind to form a theatre for the display of Christ. In the beginning was the Word, John 1. He was the beginning, not Adam. Whatever you think of, Christ was before it. The whole order of the universe subsists together by Christ. It is perfectly marvellous to think of His greatness; even in the domain of death He has the first place: He was First-born from among the dead; He has the first place in relation to that. Wherever you look at Him He has the first place. 

    This wonderful Person has come into death, but He came there in order to acquire a new glory, He has now the glory of being First-born from among the dead. Instead of death being able to rob Him of glory, it has added a glory to Him which He did not possess before. Death robs every other man of every bit of His glory, no matter how great he is. But here we see a Man who goes into death, and instead of being robbed of His glory, He actually acquires a new glory  He never was before First-born from the dead. It has given Him the first place in relation to resurrection; it has brought out His glory, and given Him an added glory. To reach an order of things that begins with a risen Man puts us completely outside this world. Fancy a risen Man coming back into Teignmouth! No-one would know what to do with Him! If we came under the influence of all this we should be completely spoiled for mans world; we should not be of it in spirit any more than He is. We are linked up with this Person in the purpose of God, and in faith and affection as having the Spirit. 

    What a relief it is to come among the saints! Many have to spend much of their time in contact with the world in shops or offices, etc. There may be nice people there, but in people of the world there is no appreciation of Christ. But when you come amongst the saints, even the most illiterate and the least spiritual, you come to a most blessed company, because they appreciate Christ. They speak well of Christ, they sing of Him, they praise God for Him. That is what makes them glorious in the eyes of a spiritual person. 

    We reach a climax when we read, In him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell. The fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell in Him. When the Lord was here, the Father was here, and the Spirit was here. The fulness of the Godhead was pleased to be here; everything belonging to the Godhead was here. No one could have said it was only the Son who was here. The Father was there dwelling in Him: He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. And the Spirit was there; everything He did was done under the power of the anointing. All the fulness of the Godhead was expressed; there was nothing of the Godhead that could be known that was not expressed in Him. All dwelt in Him as Man. 

    I think the Father dwelling in Him and the Spirit resting on Him were in view of His service. It is never wise for us to speculate outside Scripture; we are sure to get into error if we do. I am thankful for the divine wisdom which has presented things to us in the way we can apprehend them. They were presented by the Lord to His disciples in a way they could apprehend them; and they are very simple. He that has seen me has seen the Father. The Father who abides in me, he does the works. If we see the Lord healing a person, raising the dead, we know there was all the grace of the Father expressed in it. 

    He was never less than what He was; He was the Son come into manhood. When He was about to be made manifest to Israel, He was anointed, the Spirit of Jehovah rested upon Him; in coming out into public service He took it up in the power of the Spirit. Not only was the Son there, but as Man He was anointed with the Spirit, and the Father dwelt in Him. The fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell in Him, and all was in view of reconciliation being effected. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 1:19-29

    CACIt will help us if we keep definitely in view that the Spirit of God is engaging us here with the greatness of Christ; it is not our blessings, however great they may be, but the greatness of Christ. We have seen His greatness in connection with creation, and His greatness as Head of the body, the assembly; and His greatness in the fact that the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in Him, and now we come to His greatness as the One by whom reconciliation is effected. He is so great that by Him the Fulness can reconcile all things to Itself. 

    QuesHow do we understand all things reconciled to the Godhead? 

    CACThe fact that reconciliation is needed, and has to be effected, suggests that something has come in which has caused a breach like the wife who has been separated from her husband in 1 Corinthians 7: 11. Something has come in that is offensive to the Godhead; it is not only that the creature is ruined. The Father, Son and Spirit are all included in the fulness of the Godhead; and something has come in offensive to each Person in the Godhead. A moral stain has come in which has disturbed the repose of the Godhead. It is a solemn thing. It is not only that the creature has fallen and is ruined, but the peace of the Godhead has been disturbed. Reconciliation comes in in order that all that might be removed, and the greatness of Christ comes out in the fact that He is the One by whom the fulness of the Godhead effects reconciliation. He is great enough to put all on a new footing with the Godhead. He has come into manhood in order to do so. The thing is done through him. How pleasurable it must be to the Godhead! It is not only that the stain is removed, but it is removed by Him. Lawlessness has worked in heaven in Satan and his angels. The very fact that such a dreadful thing has been in heaven has left a moral stain there. I wonder if we all understand what a moral stain is. Suppose a murder was committed in my house, would not a moral stain be left? Many persons would not live in a house where a murder had been committed; they would feel a moral stain there. Suppose such a thing happened, no creature could remove the stain, but God could. Nothing that any human being could do could remove the stain left by a terrible crime, but God could remove it, and reconciliation is the removal of every moral stain, and Christ is great enough to do it. All the kings or great ones in the world together could not remove the moral stain of murder, but Christ would remove every moral stain from earth and heaven  that is reconciliation. He has died so that earth and heaven might come on to a new footing. It is now Christ  His blood, His cross. The Lords prayer, Thy will be done as in heaven so upon the earth, could never have been answered if reconciliation had not been effected! It is the sacrificial basis on which all the pleasure of God rests in heaven and earth. Christ is great enough to secure a basis on which the repose and pleasure of the Godhead rest eternally in regard to heaven and earth. The fulness of the Godhead has accomplished reconciliation in the Son, in Christ. Satan and his angels will be cast out of heaven, the scene will be cleared so that not a bit of lawlessness will be left in heaven. God will clear the scene on earth, too, and all on the ground that Christ has died. He is great enough to remove in sacrifice the moral stain before God. God can look down on the world and think of the death of Christ. This great and glorious Person has done it. It is His greatness and gloriousness that makes it so precious. 

    The whole creation of which Adam was the head came under the effect of Adams fall, so a moral stain was on the whole scene and the repose of the Godhead was disturbed. The Lord said, My Father worketh hitherto and I work. There was no repose for the Godhead. 

    Reconciliation has been effected from the divine side; the Fulness effects it. There is nothing whatever required on the side of the creature but faith. We have to have faith in what the Fulness has done  that is the great gospel testimony. Paul had the place of being an ambassador for Christ and God; he had the ministry of reconciliation. Everybody now can be called to reconciliation; for it has been effected by the fulness of the Godhead in the death of Christ. All men are invited now to come into it, they are besought to be reconciled to God. We are making our boast in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom now we have received the reconciliation, Romans 5: 11. It is a wonderful thing to have received it. It is difficult to get hold of the idea, as we naturally think of it as something effected in us, but it is something effected by the fulness of the Godhead in Christ. It is always put that way in Scripture. A divine Person came into manhood, and in that divine Person was the fulness of the Godhead  the Father and the Spirit were there as well as the Son  and He came into manhood to effect reconciliation, and He could only do it by going down into death. In the early part of the chapter we are told that all dignities were created by and for Him. He created all dignities, and yet when it was a question of reconciliation He had to pass by every place of dignity and go down to the cross. I think the cross is brought in here and in Ephesians to show that everything has been brought about through that which is most ignominious in mens eyes. The Fulness made peace by blood. It is a peace secured by sacrifice, by death, but not a grand death  a death of a character most revolting and degraded in mens eyes  the blood of his cross. It has been done at the very lowest place in which a man could be found on earth. There is no lower place than a cross. Now it makes nothing of all that would puff man up! But if everything for Gods pleasure depended on a Man having His blood shed upon the cross it puts all on the footing of death. There is no puffing up there. The danger at Colosse was that some were vainly puffed up by the mind of their flesh. But the cross is man at the lowest point. I do not say that we have to come there to get blessing, but we have to see that Christ came there. This will take the puffing up out of us. He made ... purification of sins, Hebrews 1: 3. That means that He cleared sins away from before God, He removed them away from the Godhead. We know whose sins were removed, but the point is they were removed from before the Godhead. 

    QuesIs His making peace different from reconciliation? 

    CACIt is bound up in reconciliation. Everything is taken away sacrificially. Through death, through blood-shedding, everything is taken away that could disturb the repose of the Godhead. It is not here a question of securing peace for sinners, it is not peace with God here, but the peace of the Godhead. In Ephesians 2 it is peace between Jew and gentile: he is our peace. He has brought Jew and gentile into peace, there is no enmity left between them; and if Christ has His place with us there is no enmity left between us. What a blessed end of all discord between man and man! Another Man is brought in who displaces both, and becomes their peace. There were two men at daggers drawn, and the Jew says, I am nothing, I have been ended in the cross of Christ. The gentile says, I am nothing, I am removed in the death of Christ. What remains? Only Christ. All the privileges of the Jew have gone, all the disabilities of the gentiles have gone in that death, and Christ is our peace; there is nothing left to make discord. 

    Here in Colossians it is the peace of the Godhead. One loves to think of the Godhead as now in repose in regard to all the sin and lawlessness which came in in heaven and earth. 

    In Him all the Fulness was pleased to dwell is the correct translation  it is what He was here on earth in flesh. In chapter 2: 9 the fulness dwells bodily in a risen and glorified Man. We see the Father in Him and the Spirit in Him, too. 

    It is wonderful to think that everything has been put on a new footing for God through Christ having come down here and died. That has to be received by faith; it is not a matter of attainment or growing up to it. Anyone here is privileged to receive it tonight if they never have received it before. 

    The Spirit of God in verse 21 turns to the only company that has come into reconciliation. There is only one company which can be definitely said to be reconciled, and that is the assembly. You could not say that any but believers were reconciled. It is like justification, which is in the mind of God for everybody. Every man can be justified, it can be preached in the gospel that God is the Justifier, but no man is justified till he has faith. It can be said of all believers who have faith, You hath He reconciled. We know what the state was in which we were found, alienated and enemies in mind  our alienation from God manifested itself in a practical way in wicked works. Now the Fulness  the Father, Son and Spirit  has acted, and it can be said of every believer that he is reconciled. The Father, Son and Spirit have reconciled every believer, and it is in the body of his flesh through death. All that we were as in alienation has disappeared from Gods view through Christs death. But this is in view of the saints being presented holy and unblamable and irreproachable before the Fulness of the Godhead. What a wonderful thing to sit quietly and let into our souls that the Father, Son and Spirit through the death of Christ have so cleared away everything unsuited to Them that we can be presented to the Father, Son and Spirit holy, unblamable, and irreproachable. That is the gospel. Now are we really on that footing with the Godhead? What is the footing that exists at the present moment? It witnesses the greatness of Christ. If we are not on that footing we are not giving Christ the glory that is due to Him. We are not honouring the Fulness. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between justification and reconciliation? 

    CACJustification is that I am cleared from every charge. In Christ we are justified from all things: Who shall bring an accusation against Gods elect. It is God who justifies, Romans 8: 33. Every charge has been met. Justification is that you are justified from all things, justified from sins and offences. But reconciliation is for something; we are reconciled to be presented holy and unblamable and irreproachable before the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. How it sets our hearts free! We can be presented to the fulness of the Godhead in a faultless condition, through what has been effected by divine Persons. 

    QuesIs reconciliation like Luke 15? 

    CACWe get in Luke 15 what goes beyond it  the prodigal covered with kisses. What we get here is more on the line of moral suitability to the Godhead  being presented holy and unblamable and irreproachable. That is not so far as being covered with kisses: the prodigal is brought into the embrace of love, into sonship. Reconciliation is the basis on which the whole pleasure of the Godhead can be carried out, it is the basis of all the blessings in Luke 15. 

    If you talk to people you find they are occupied with their failures, inconsistencies and defects. That all shows they are not in the faith of reconciliation. It is just there the if comes in; we are so soon moved away. If indeed ye abide in the faith founded and firm, and not moved away from the hope of the glad tidings, which ye have heard, which have been proclaimed in the whole creation which is under heaven, of which I Paul became minister. The fact is that practically many of us do not abide in the faith, and we get moved away from the hope of the glad tidings, and so the blessing of reconciliation is not enjoyed. It is only maintained as we abide in the faith and are not moved away from the hope of the glad tidings. The hope of the glad tidings is that I shall be like Christ. I often think that, if ones first thought on waking were, I am going to be like Christ, what a start for the day it would be! It is not merely I would like to be like Christ, but I am going to be like Christ for the pleasure of God. If one had the light of that one would be very careful about allowing what is of the flesh. All this was brought in to take the Colossians away from any allowance of the flesh. If we have received the reconciliation, a divine Person is before us, another Man; and we are going to be like Him, on the same footing as He is before God. 

    In this epistle God is leading the saints on to the ground of being risen with Christ, but before we come to that ground we have to see what the fulness of the Godhead has effected, and to get our vision filled with Christ. The faith of the gospel occupies us entirely with Christ; not some of Christ and some of self but altogether Christ. We are not to be moved away from the faith of the glad tidings. 

    QuesWhat is continuing in the faith? 

    CACThe faith here is the faith of this wonderful Person, and of the reconciliation which the Fulness has effected by Him. We are not to be moved away from the faith of that. 

    QuesWhy is it the whole creation that it is preached in? 

    CACThat gives the scope of it; it is not limited to saints, but is for the whole creation. Anybody can come into reconciliation, can have the faith of Christ now. 

    What we get here is the light of what is above the sun, of what is in heaven, and of that wonderful Person now in heaven. Seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God, chapter 3: 1. All is connected with things above the sun, but known in the hearts of believers in this world. It is marvellous what God has brought about; but this is the gospel. It is especially Pauls gospel. 

    From verse 24 to the end Paul passes on to the assembly, of which I became minister. He was not only minister of the gospel but minister of the assembly. He brought out the full truth of the gospel and of the assembly  he was minister of both. 

    Christ had suffered for the assembly, and Paul continued on that line. The sufferings for the assembly did not end with Christ, they were continued in the apostle Paul; he was allowed the privilege in a special way of suffering for the assembly, and he says, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly. Paul was ready to suffer anything so that Christ might secure a place in the hearts of the gentiles. If he had been content to confine Christ to the Jews he would not have been persecuted. It was because he was carrying Christ to the gentiles that they persecuted him; his sufferings were in a peculiar way for the gentile assembly, and he was prepared to suffer so that Christ might have a place in their hearts. The character of the mystery here is Christ in you the hope of glory. It is Christ in the hearts of the saints, Christ in their affections. It is not Christ formed in us, but Christ in the affections. 

    QuesDoes not every servant suffer for the assembly? 

    CACNo doubt there is a measure of suffering connected with all true service to the assembly, but no one else was privileged to suffer for the assembly as Paul did. He had the ministry of the assembly and had to suffer in a peculiar way for it akin to the sufferings of Christ. There was a character of suffering for the church left behind, and Paul took it up and filled it up; and being filled up in Paul there is none left. 

    The thought of the body is a living organism every part of which is appreciative of Christ. Christ is in the affections of every one who is a member of His body: that is the special form of the mystery here  a vast gentile company and Christ in the affections of each one in it. 

    QuesIs it the same as Ye in me, and I in you, John 14: 20? 

    CACThat is the special activity of the Spirit to make us know that Christ is in the affections of the Father, the church in the affections of Christ, and Christ in the affections of the saints. It is a beautiful threefold cord; we are bound up in affection with divine Persons. The mystery here is that the Christ, who is hidden in heaven, is hidden in the affections of millions in this world, and gentiles, too. The church treasures Christ in her affections; everyone in the body has Christ in the heart. Is Christ in your heart? If He is, you are in the body. Queen Mary was greatly taken up with Calais, and she said that after her death they would find Calais written in her heart! If we could get to the heart of anyone belonging to the body we should find Christ there. The body is a living organism, and Christ is in the affections of everyone who is part of it, that is the mystery. Paul laboured, and his ministry was all to the end that Christ should be in the affections of His saints. All ministry in the power of the Spirit is to that end. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 AND 2 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 1:24-29; Colossians 2:1-10

    CACWhat is the thought of completing the word of God? 

    ALMI understood it to mean the completeness of the revelation of God. The unfolding of the mystery is the great thing God has before Him. It is wonderful that God should leave the masterpiece of His counsels and works as the last thing to be revealed. 

    CACThe greatest, and richest, and best of everything is to be known at the present moment; that is the body, the assembly. God is distinguishing this present time in a remarkable way: while Christ is hidden in the heavens the body is here, a vital organism, every part of which responds to Christ. The body in chapter 1 is the assembly to hold Christ in intelligent affections; not exactly yet to express Him, but the vessel to hold Him in living and intelligent affections. It is good to think of the saints as being able to cherish Christ. We come to the expression of Christ in chapter 3; He is expressed in His body, but He must be held and cherished in the affections before He can be expressed. If we do not apprehend Christ we cannot cherish Him. The labour of the apostle was that Christ might be apprehended; all that Christ is becomes the subject of ministry, so that He may be intelligently apprehended. The body, the assembly, is a company in the eye of God capable of apprehending and holding Christ and cherishing Him in their affections. The coming to light through Pauls ministry of such a company was needed to complete the word of God. The counsel of God included the assembly, but it was an unspoken thing until it was given to Paul as a dispensation of God. The most glorious thing of all had been held in reserve until Christ took His place at the right hand of God. Something now came to light greater than the thought of the kingdom. 

    Christ in you gives you the thought. Christ, who is hidden in the heavens, is also hidden and cherished in the affections of a gentile company, so that they know what glory will be, because the One who will bring it in is in their hearts. Everyone who cherishes and appreciates Christ is in the body, that wonderful living organism which is actually on earth at this moment. He becomes the life of the saints while He is hidden in heaven. He is in them as having a place in their affections. 

    RemMany connected with it have no conception of their privilege and distinction. 

    CACThat is where ministry comes in, that they may know it. In this chapter the divine work is not exactly in the saints but in the servant. Whereunto also I toil, combating according to his working, which works in me in power. There is a divine work in the apostle in order that the saints might come in to the intelligence of these things. This is a question of what is announced and taught in all wisdom. It is what is ministered, so that Christ may be apprehended by every man as the anointed Man of Gods pleasure. 

    QuesIs the exercise shared by others, or is it exclusively the apostle? 

    CACI think it is peculiar to the apostle; he was the minister of the assembly; there was a divine work in Paul that there never was in any other. The very fact that we have this epistle is the abiding evidence of the power of the divine work in Paul. Verse 28 is the apostolic we. 

    The apostle was labouring that everyone might be full grown in the apprehension of Christ, that there might be no want of maturity in their apprehension of Christ, the accepted Man, the object of divine pleasure. All the pleasure of God centres in that one Man, and we are perfect in Him; we have to come to the apprehension of that. He is the anointed Man; every other man has disappeared from Gods account. The apostle laboured that every man might be presented perfect in Christ; that is, in the apprehension of Christ as the anointed Man for the pleasure of God, so that there might be no haziness or uncertainty as to which Man is accepted. Everything is made of Gods anointed Man. That every man should be brought to the apprehension of it is the toil of the servant, and Gods working is in the servant in this scripture. The servant had a definite objective in view, and a sense of the powers that had to be overcome. 

    It is Christ as presented in this chapter who is to be in the saints. The wonderful Person whom we have been considering as set forth in the early part of the chapter is to be in the affections of the saints  that is the mystery. There is no word in the Old Testament about a gentile company cherishing Christ while He is hid in the heavens. There may be types and figures in the Old Testament, but it has been hid from ages and generations, it could not be known till the riches of the glory of this mystery were opened out. 

    QuesWhat is the hope of glory? 

    CACI think the saints understand what the glory will be because Christ is in their affections. The very One who brings in the glory is in the affections of the saints. 

    ALMEverything will be permeated with the glory of Christ. At the present time Christ is in the saints, so what will fill the universe fills the hearts of the saints. 

    CACAll that will be manifested in glory is present to the hope of the saints as they cherish Christ. Glory is all centred in Christ and what He will bring in. That is why the Spirit and the bride say Come  they know the Person who is coming and all that He will bring with Him. 

    ALMThe prospect in Romans 5, rejoicing in hope of the glory of God, is realised here. 

    CACIn Romans God is the subject. We believe on God, have peace with God, access into the favour of God, boast in hope of the glory of God. God is the prominent thought there. But in Colossians it is the anointed Man who will fill the scene of glory; it is another aspect of the same scene. The great point in Colossians is Christ. What sort of scene will it be when Christ fills everything? All in the anointed Man will be brought out and manifested and made to shine. The body, the assembly, has it all in hope in having Christ in its affections. The church will have a peculiar place in that scene of glory. 

    The great labour of the apostle, and the divine working in him, was that every man might come to the apprehension of Christ  it is a wide scope. The Colossians were warned against the things which would delude them from Christ. 

    When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Christ is going to appear, and that has become light to His saints before He appears. There is no uncertainty about hope in Scripture: it is not as we say, I hope so, when we are not quite sure. We use it in a doubtful sense, but Scripture never uses it that way. 

    QuesWhat is the nature of the conflict which the apostle speaks of in the next chapter? 

    CACThere are two sides to the battle. There is the side of ministry in chapter 1. Paul says in the last verse, Whereunto also I toil, combating  that is in the ministry. 

    Then in chapter 2: 1 he says, For I would have you know what combat I have for you  that is in prayer. It is a real battle to get the saints to give Christ His rightful place in their hearts. Ministry is a battle, not a review. 

    QuesWould you use the expression exercise in that way? 

    CACYes, it is a very intense form of exercise because there is a great hostile power. If a man gets up to minister Christ he ought to have a definite object in view, not just what comes into his head at the moment, just as a general in the field of battle means to reach a certain point. The minister recognises the tremendous power of opposition, so the ministry is a combat. And when the apostle prayed he realised what a fearful power of opposition there was to everything he prayed about; he prayed in the sense that he was up against the power of the enemy. He wanted the Colossians to understand this, and he wants us to know about it, too; he had this agony about us, too. The fact that he had become minister of the assembly gave him a universal outlook and exercise. 

    QuesWould the prayer meeting be on the same line? 

    CACYes, I think combating in prayer comes in there. Everything that moves for God in this world moves in the face of all the combating forces of evil; it is a hostile scene and every movement is in the nature of a combat, there is nothing easy about it. The Philippians were well drilled troops, they had a good start. What a fine lesson it was for them to know about Pauls experiences in prison. The jailor might have become a leading brother, and no doubt he told them all about it: they would realise then what it was for Paul to bring them the gospel. There is a great difference between a review and a battle. There is not much blood shed in a review, but there is plenty on a battlefield. It was not much like a review at Philippi. 

    It is remarkable that there should be all this combat in prayer about the saints that their hearts might be encouraged; that was what he was combating about, to the end that their hearts might be encouraged. It would indicate that the power of the enemy is set on discouraging the saints. 

    QuesIn what way does he do it? 

    CACI suppose by getting the eye off divine Persons. One who has divine Persons in view would not be discouraged by anything. We may fall under the power of the enemy and not recognise who he is. If we get occupied with evil we lose power. God would never have us occupied with evil so as to be discouraged. Satan would try to occupy us with the weakness and failure of others, or even with our own, so as to discourage us. A discouraged assembly is no good. A proclamation went throughout the camp when Israel went to war, which said, If any mans heart failed him he was to go home to his wife and family, or his brothers heart would fail too. A discouraged man is no good. The most courageous of all Pauls epistles is 2 Timothy: he was faced then with the break-up and failure of the assembly; he was about to go off the scene himself and was leaving a weak man behind, and yet he was not discouraged. The first mark of the power of God among His people is that their hearts are encouraged; that is a sure mark that God is with His people. We should carry with us what is encouraging. Some people depress you, because they have always got before them some failure or wrong. I want divine Persons before me, and I like to come across brothers or sisters who have divine Persons and the things of God and of Christ before them. There is no knitting together if people are discouraged; discouraged hearts tend to scatter, but when hearts are encouraged there is a power to unite together in love. As Christ is brought in there is that which we can unite on, and then there can be increase in wealth of understanding. These are the things Paul agonised about: he wanted the saints hearts encouraged so that they might be knit together, and then they would have intelligence and know all these wonderful things. If our hearts are encouraged and knit together in love we shall get the full assurance of understanding as to the mystery of God. The mystery of God is a very wide thought; it is the greatest thing we can think of: it goes far beyond the church. It is not now in display, it is hidden, and only known to people with encouraged hearts, who are knit together in love. Such people get to know all that God is going to bring into display in the world to come. The mystery of God is the accomplishment of all His counsels in regard to every family. It includes the church, and every family that God is going to bless; it is all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, there is nothing outside it. If it were only the church there would be something outside it because the blessing of Israel is outside the church. But the mystery includes all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge: there is absolutely nothing outside it. The mystery will be unveiled when the city comes down. 

     Radiant hearts for ever share 
The unveiled mystery. (74:7)
 

    That is not the church only, it is the whole mystery of God. God has wonderful thoughts that He has been cherishing from eternity; they are all as yet in mystery, they are not known to the public  that is what mystery means. His thoughts are only known by those who go into the temple; it is a temple idea. We go in there to be initiated; the mystery of God is known in His temple for the joy of saints before a single part of it comes into display. It should make one absolutely independent of every proposition that can come to us from the world. People bring pretentious things before us, and talk about the wonderful discoveries of science, and the development of light and understanding in regard to this, that, and the other! They talk of philosophy and the ability to penetrate into unseen things, and I know not what; but the christian is made far superior to all these things, for he has the knowledge of all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. All these things which men talk about do not make them happy or give any pleasure to God. But when we come to the mystery all in it is for Gods pleasure and for the supreme happiness of His creature. What are all the books in the bookshops? They are like foam on the waves, or smoke from the chimney, compared with the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in the mystery of God! Christians sometimes think they must have light reading, and many of them have not read their Bibles through! We ought to be deeply exercised about these things. 

  
    HEADSHIP (CAC 17)

    Romans 3: 23,24; Romans 5:19; Colossians 1:18-20; Colossians 2:18,19; Ephesians 1:17-23; Ephesians 3:14-21

    Romans 3: 23,24; Romans 5:19; 

    What an important place headship has in the ways of God, and how much depends on the recognition of the Head! God has brought in One who is morally entitled to be looked up to with reverence. He is One whose every movement, both inward and outward, was in the spirit of obedience, and He has accomplished righteousness. Redemption is in Him. He is entitled to be chief and pre-eminent in the regard and reverence of all men. If we reverence Him, we learn His love. He will never make it known to an irreverent heart. We also take character from Him. Man is so made as a creature that He needs a Head, so headship meets a great necessity in the very constitution of man as a creature. When he recognises Christ as Head, he is constituted righteous, and then his affections can come into play under the influence of the love of Christ; he is to another, even to Him who rose from the dead, and he becomes fruitful towards God. 

    There is a fulness in the Head that is capable of satisfying every sense of lack that exists in man. God intends that we should have unalloyed happiness, and He has provided a Head in relation to whom we can find it. What is greater still, God has provided, in that glorious Head, One who sets everything that is in right relation to Himself, in right and blessed relation to God, so that God has complacency and delight in it. This is reconciliation. 

    Headship is the great principle of the moral universe. It is the first and the last thought of God. A great deal depends on our apprehending our Head. We know very little about headship, or about the Lord as Head. 

    We far more often speak of Him as Lord than as Head, and yet lordship is only for a time, but headship will subsist to all eternity. Lordship will end when the Son delivers up the kingdom to the Father, and all is for ever subdued to Him who is God and Father, and the Son as Man, for ever maintains a subject place. Headship is an eternal principle in the universe, lordship is not. 

    We must first learn that Christ has a Head. We find the order set out in 1 Corinthians 11: The head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God, In regard to Christ, His Head was God; 

    as a Man on earth He ever looked up with reverence and affection to God. It is not exactly relationship, but as Man He looked up to God and derived all His character from Him; so that there was a Man in this world in right relation to God. This is how we see the only true God and the true Man. There was a Man on earth who knew God, and who ever gave God His place  Christ the anointed Man. All that God is was before Him, and He derived everything from God. 

    It is a wide glory that Christ is Head of every man. All men feel the need of a Head, the mistake is that they do not know it. It is a necessity of mans being that he must have a head, that is why a man of great ability always gets a place; man must have someone to look up to. All men are fallen creatures; there is no one entitled to be looked up to but Christ. The end of mans looking for a head will be antichrist. Adam was the finest man that ever lived. All the wisdom, all the intellect, all the inventiveness that have ever come out in the human family were in Adam. Adam was the head of the race; but he fell, and all his posterity fell in him. A head gives character to those to whom he is head. Take a king for instance; he is king politically, but then he is also head of the nation, and gives character to it. When a man like Charles II was on the throne, the whole nation was a mass of licentiousness. When a virtuous woman like Queen Victoria was on the throne, every propriety was fostered and promoted in her kingdom. The head confers character. Now the Head of every man is Christ; every man, converted or heathen. The Head of every man is Christ, but only those holding the Head take character from Him. Is He holy and true? Holiness and truth mark those under Him. Is He subject to His God and Father? Subjection and obedience and meekness mark those who come under His blessed influence as Head. In this way He gives character; it is this that gives dignity to man. 

    It is only by redemption that we come into the good of headship. We all know what redemption means. Boaz the mighty man of wealth, the kinsman, redeemed the inheritance, and with it the poor Moabitish damsel. There was a nearer kinsman, and as long as it was merely a question of the inheritance  something to be possessed  he was quite agreeable to be the redeemer, but when he found that Ruth had to go along with the inheritance of her dead husband, that was another story, and he declined it all! Not so Boaz, he became head to Ruth, and she came into the good of headship by redemption. We come into it in the same way, through redemption. We are recovered for God in virtue of redemption according to the greatness and blessedness of the Head, according to all the Head is. If we are recovered to God, it must be in the apprehension of the Head: the absolute perfection of the way we are recovered is seen in the Head. In Romans 5 the way the Head is introduced is by redemption, it is Christ in contrast to Adam. He came in the way of obedience; that is God was His Head. God ever had what was due to Him in a Man. Christ has come in where everything was in disorder, and has established righteousness; He has come in to recover man by redemption. His work has recovered us, and by recovering us He establishes a claim over us, and we look up to Him with reverence. As we consider the path He has taken and all He has done, we cannot help looking up to Him with reverence, and all who do so get the good of headship. It is an important exercise for us to be maintained in that condition, to look up to Christ with reverence just as He looked up to God. It should be a great exercise for us as to whether we have the good of our Head. 

    Exercise is the movement of heart towards Christ. Exercise is movement; if not in movement we are stagnant, allowing our hearts to gratify themselves. Exercise does not mean misery. Suppose we think we are not exercised, then there is self-judgment; it makes us pray, and the soul that prays is in movement. We should pray that we may understand and know the Person who is our Head, that we may know the perfections and excellencies that are in Him. We pray  there is no other way. 

    To know Christ as Head there must be the deepest reverence, just as with a true wife to a true husband. When we have so learned Christ, in His moral perfections and beauties, that we reverence Him, He will make known the depths of His love to us. The Lord never reveals His heart to an irreverent soul, never! It is to the one who already appreciates and delights in Him that He confides Himself; He can have a secret with one in whom He can confide, and make private communications, just as a husband does to a true wife. Then He knows how to do everything for you, and make Himself everything to you. Are you in perplexity? He will give you wisdom and direction. Are you in sorrow? He will comfort you. Are you in poverty? He will open up His own boundless resources for you. You cannot get into any circumstances where He will not succour you, and it will be the delight of your heart to be to Him (Romans 7), and then there will be fruit for God. Romans 7 is the Head  the new Husband; you want the Head for deliverance, He has the title to claim me in love. If I look up to Him with reverence He supplies everything: I shall have His company, His love, everything to make me fruitful. There is the yielding oneself to Him; many hold back. How much we all hold back! We do not give Christ His place, and we try to fit ourselves for Christ through painful exercises, trying to lift ourselves to His level, but we should just allow God to present Christ to us in such a way that what we see commands our reverence. We have a Husband who makes no demand, He is the Source of unlimited supply. It is not a question of whether I shall fail, but will He fail? Romans 6 is living to God in relation to the Head, a most blessed position, for it puts one entirely outside the world to be for Gods pleasure. Romans 7 is the new Husband. To be to Christ is to be in relation to Him, in contrast to law. Romans 8 is that you get His Spirit, a wonderful thought! It is not His outside support, but you get His inside support, the Spirit of the Head. 

    Colossians 1:18-20; Colossians 2:18,19 We have been looking at headship in Romans in connection with the individual. We might look at it now in connection with the company, as presented in Colossians. We get there the assembly looking up to Christ as Head. Headship is Gods great thought, and it necessarily produces unity. The Roman Catholic has the idea, and he tries to carry it out in a human way, but he can only make a dead, inert unity, a mere crystallisation of creeds and dogmas centralised in one man at Rome. Gods unity is living, and grows with all the increase of God, by that which every joint supplies. Holding the Head produces living affections, and vital growth, and mutual care of the members one for another. The prosperity of one is the good of the whole. It is the Fathers work in souls that the Lord values and trusts; He educates and disciplines us that we may come to the end of all our resources, and then we find that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are in the Head, and available for the body. What do we want of human wisdom and philosophy in view of that? On the other hand asceticism and harsh treatment of the body have no place either, if we are holding the Head. Then too, we do not desire to intrude into things not seen. Man has an impression that there is something wonderful around and beyond him into which he would fain penetrate. Now in holding the Head we find boundless resource to meet every need of heart and mind. 

    In Romans all the moral beauty and fitness for headship come out in the blessed Lord, His obedience and righteousness. There is a moral necessity that obedience and righteousness should characterise the Head, and each individual who comes under the Head partakes of His character. We come before God in all the acceptability of the Head, the fragrance of the frankincense. 

    In Colossians the greatness of the Head is presented to us. All His glory is brought out in chapter 1 so that we might realise what a Head we have. Creation, redemption, reconciliation, are all brought in to show the greatness of the Head. He was the Creator, the Maker of heaven and earth. It is said of Him  the Son, by whom he made the worlds, and they were made to display the glories of the Head. He has brought all these things into reconciliation by the blood of His cross, so that the Godhead might find its perfect complacency in the whole scene. He has also reconciled us that He may present us to Himself holy and unblameable and irreproachable before the Godhead. All the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him in a body, and we are complete in Him. If Christians do not know the greatness of Christ, and what He delights to be as Head to His people, they are in danger of being drawn aside by what is of man. In Colossians we see the greatness of Christ in contrast to all that could be suggested by man. As Christians we have received Christ; it is a great thing to have received such a Person. He had been presented to them by Epaphras, a faithful minister of Christ (Colossians 1: 7) and they had received Him. Even to the Corinthians Paul said, In everything ye are enriched by him, 1 Corinthians 1: 5. Little did they understand that they were enriched in the Head. We ought to have the sense that we are enriched in the Head. It is like this chapter: Ye are complete in him, verse 10. I could not say that every believer had received Christ intelligently. All have believed He died for them, but to receive Him is to let into the heart that wonderful Person in whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwells. Nothing is right that does not take character from Christ. Whatever is pretentious must be tested by Christ; if it will not stand that test it is of no value. 

    The mystery of God has to do with the body; it is hidden, but Christ is in His saints, and the graces and moral beauties of the Head are coming out in His people down here. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid. It is the most wonderful thing that Christ in rejection should be still on earth in His people. It is a unique moment; the world to come will not furnish anything so peculiar. While Christ is rejected, yet He is here for God. Christ coming out in His body is for the pleasure of God, for divine complacency. The body is not for testimony, the house is here for testimony. The body is the vital principle; you cannot see the body. You see the house which is like the clock; it shows the time of day, but it would be no use without works. The body is the works; the body of Christ is hidden. The house is the assembly of the living God; all that is of God is found in His house; it is His children presented in testimony. In Genesis 28 Jacob set up a pillar in the power of the Spirit for God, and called it Bethel. The house is the pillar and base of the truth, a pillar with all that God is inscribed on it. Everything in mans hands has been spoiled, but if we see the divine character of the house as set up of God, then we refuse everything that is not consistent with it. Every person is converted in order to be part of the house and a member of the body. The simplest thought of the assembly is in Acts 15, where James says, God at the first did visit the gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name That is the most elementary idea of the assembly. Every person God has visited in grace is taken out to be for His Name; such form the house of God, where the Spirit of God dwells. Many do not understand it on account of the failure; we are privileged to look at things according to the truth. 

    Christ is the Source of everything needed to supply the body and minister to it, so that it may increase with the increase of God, chapter 2: 19. Everything for Gods pleasure must be derived from the Head, so it should be the habitual state of our hearts and minds to hold the Head. Two things are comprised in this, to bow in the sense of the greatness of Christ and of the fulness that resides in Christ the Head; then also we must have a profound sense of the depth of His interest in us, and this awakens the heart; this is what holds us to the Head in affection. 

    The apostle uses a beautiful word in relation to the Head: Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, chapter 2: 18. The apprehension of Christ as Head is the true prize of our hearts, and everything that draws us away from this is a triumph of the enemy; he is always busy! Our hearts should be set on the prize to know Christ as Head and to use Him, and we should not be diverted from it. We might lose it religiously by abasing ourselves; when people take a very low place, they think that is acceptable, but it might be their own will. We might worship angels, but that would be losing the Head, and being robbed of our prize. Entering into things not seen is a kind of intellectual pleasure, a reaching after the unknown. The feasts are the former things connected with man in the flesh, things pointing to Christ, but people go back to them and leave Christ out. In contrast to that the body is of Christ, it is formed under the influence of Christ. Everything in the body is of Christ: we may say every Christian is in the body, because every Christian has derived from Christ, that is how he is in the body  he has the Spirit to begin with. Then if we hold the Head in reverence as we see His greatness, and in affection as we learn His love and interest, we shall become joints and bands through which the grace of Christ can flow. The joints and bands are out of sight, they make no show. Some obscure Christian might be a joint, we can all come in as joints and bands, and the welfare of the body depends on their being in order. 

    It is a great thing to be holding the Head: it is not making efforts, but it is allowing Christ His due place in our thoughts and affections, and thus we are kept in contact with the Head so that His grace can flow out through us for the nourishment of the body. It is open even to me to be a channel of communication between the glorified Head and His members on earth. It is not fussing about, wanting to do things, but it is being in right relation to the Head. Christendom is active and the Lord knows how to value it. No labour will lose its reward; but there is something better than that, that one should place oneself in proper relation to the Head. The smallest Christian can do that. We reverence Him because of His greatness and we have affection for Him because of His love; this must be maintained. 

    Living to him (2 Corinthians 5: 15) is similar to holding the head. The love of the Christ constrains us, that is the love of the Head. It is not living for Him, but living to Him, the heart referring to Christ, alive towards Christ. It is having that Person in thought, in affection, in reverence; walk in him. It is the privilege and joy of every saint to turn to Christ, to move in relation to Him, He becomes the Source of everything. There is a supply of grace in Him and from Him to meet everything, but that is more the priestly side of the Head. Here the Head gives intelligence in the knowledge of God; there is nourishment ministered, so that there is increase in the knowledge of God. That is the side presented here. The most blessed thing that could be is, not that we should be supported and helped in our individual path, but that we should be nourished in the knowledge of God. In the Head there is full knowledge of God; there is wisdom and intelligence, and all that the Head knows He can communicate to us. The increase of God (verse 19) is everything that is of God, formed, and developed in the body; it is divine increase in contrast to increase of human thought. All great unfoldings of truth and light have come from giving place to the Head; then it is that the Spirit has His place also. The great thing is that the Head should have His place. The Spirit is scarcely mentioned in Colossians, because it is important that we should give place to the Head. 

    The first ray of light J.N.D. got when the truth was restored was that there is a Head in heaven, and I think that is the great truth recovered in the last century, and everything that has followed, dispensational truth, right thoughts of the assembly, all has flowed from this, that there was the recognition of the Head. We have actually seen how the Head has ministered through joints and bands; it ought to encourage us to expect great things from the Head. Then the practical result of holding the Head is that His grace comes out in the members. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering (Colossians 3:12,13). We put on all these things through exercise, as belonging to us, not as borrowed clothes. 

    Someone has said that we put them on in the same way as the sheep puts on its wool; it grows from inside. We may see a kind person do a thing and imitate it, but that is no use. We have to accept the character of Christ as our true character, and then put it on by exercise and dependence, by holding the Head. Then it is our own, it grows from within. 

    Ephesians 1:17-23; Ephesians 3:14-21 We have been looking a little on previous occasions at headship; first in Romans as to the individual, then in Colossians in connection with the company. Now we might take up a few thoughts on headship in connection with the bride, and look at the two prayers of the apostle in Ephesians 1 and 3, that we might be brought into suitability for, and present enjoyment of, union. No one could know union with Christ, who was not suitable in affection and intelligence to answer to His heart and mind, suitable to be His companion, and I think that many saints, feeling their practical unsuitability, shrink from the subject. We are all of us woefully deficient, but that need not deter us from looking into these stupendous realities, and we can each of us wait upon God to bring us up to the wonderful elevation He proposes for us. Paul did not shun to declare to the Ephesians the whole counsel of God. They were in all the affection and energy of first love when this epistle was addressed to them. First love is the love of the bride, bridal affection. 

    There are two types of the bride that we can look at in connection with these scriptures, Eve and Rebecca. In Eve we see the sovereignty of God at work, and in Rebecca the practical effect of the testimony of the Holy Spirit, and both must be effectual in the bride; we need both. Eve was, so to speak, quite passive: it was all Gods doing, He made a deep sleep fall on Adam as Christ slept in death, He took a rib from Adams side and builded it into a woman. God formed and fashioned a bride for Adam and brought her to the man. Adam recognised her at once as of himself and said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: he recognised Eve as a suitable companion. Eve was the direct outcome of Gods sovereign purpose before time began. Now in Rebecca we find that she had to have thoughts and exercises produced in her heart and mind by the servants testimony about Abraham and Isaac. There was first the meeting with the servant, then she heard all he told her father; there were the secret struggles in her own heart as to leaving her own country and her kindred, and the overcoming their desire to keep her. She had much to hear while the camel bore her seven or eight hundred miles over the desert. Then she had exercises when she first caught sight of Isaac, and when he took her into his tent and loved her and she became his wife. Now all this is practical, and so it needs to be made effectual in us. Suppose Rebecca had heard the testimony about Isaac and remained in Mesopotamia, what would it have availed her? She had to have her heart set longing by a report of Isaac. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand: she believed in the greatness of the Son, and she had to be brought in heart and mind to the actual point of decision, I will go! It is a great thing when we are so attracted to Christ that we come to this point  I will leave kin and country and go to Him. That is experimental. 

    In view of the great elevation of the divine purpose, the apostle turns to God in prayer for us (for we can put our own names in here), that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, being enlightened in the eyes of our hearts. Could anything be greater than the knowledge of divine Persons? How such acquaintance would raise the tone of our minds, and regulate our every thought. Nothing base would be tolerated for a moment; it would prepare us for something further, and there are three petitions proffered for us. First, that we might know what is the hope of his calling. What is the hope of His calling? Is it not all the vast scope of Gods purposes connected with the church? The vista of glory, excelling glory in endless succession throughout the ages of ages. That as I understand it is the hope of His calling! All will subsist in the value of redemption; every purpose in the heart of the eternal God rests upon that indestructible basis, the death of Christ. 

    Next we come to the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. God says, I will put you into the full enjoyment of My possessions, and My enjoyment will consist in your enjoyment. Is it not marvellous that He should take up such a poor wretched worm as I am, to place me in such boundless inconceivable grandeur and delight of heart? There is nothing that gives such joy to a father as to see the prosperity of his sons. God made a fathers heart, and He made it to reflect His own! God will find His happiness as Father in the happiness and blessing and prosperity of His many sons; we are contributors in that way to the joy of the blessed God. He will fill the universe with joy, but none will have the place accorded to us as sons. 

    The third thing the apostle is led to ask for us is, that ye may know  consciously know, in the depths of our being  the surpassing greatness of his power towards us... according to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead. Think of the power that could take a Man lying in the dust of death, out of it, and seat Him in supreme glory and triumph in the highest seat in the universe! That is the power that works in our favour; that is the power that is towards us who believe. The activity of that almighty power that wrought in the Christ will also work for the weakest believer who trusts in His name, and will bring us too to where He sits in heavens unclouded rays. That power works in us now, that we may consciously enter into and enjoy at this present moment these stupendous spiritual realities. They are facts very little entered into. We sing, and say, that the Spirits power has oped the heavenly door, that in the divine purpose we are risen with Christ, and seated in Him in the heavenly places, but what do we know about it? What would Rebecca have known of Isaac had she remained in Mesopotamia? We need to be exercised in prayer and meditation, and that is the gain of conversing about these things which the Spirit brings before the eyes of our hearts in order that we might contemplate and desire them. God brings before us the vast expanse of His counsels all centred in the true Isaac: that is the wealth of God. Silver and gold are nothing to Him, but the fruition of His purposes of love is everything. 

    Mr. Stoney used to call the prayer in Ephesians 3 the endowment of the bride, and I do not think it can be better expressed. The apostle speaks of the Father, and the Spirit of the Father. I believe this is the only passage in which the Holy Spirit is spoken of as the Fathers Spirit, and it is interesting and beautiful to see that, where it is the Spirit of the Father, He occupies us with Christ; and, where it is the Spirit of the Son, He gives us to cry Abba, Father. The Spirit of the Father desires that the saints may share the joy and delight of HIS heart in Christ. Christ ever dwells in the Fathers heart, so the Spirit would have Him dwell in ours. He would have our roots strike down into the blessed fertile soil of the divine nature  love, that we may have a robust spiritual constitution and grow up into an ever-increasing acquaintance with the love of Christ, that all eternity will never exhaust. The love of Christ, the heavenly Bridegroom, the surpassing knowledge of Him will expand before our ravished hearts for ever. If the prayer in chapter 1 is to give us elevation, so that there may be no disparity with the Bridegroom, the prayer in chapter 3 is to give us spiritual fitness so that we may answer to His mind and heart, in intelligence and affection. He wants a bride who has capacity to respond to His thoughts as well as to His heart, and the work of the Spirit of the Father is to form and fashion us for this. Our hearts may well be bowed in deepest reverence for such a Head. 

  
    CHRIST IN THE SAINTS (CAC 31)

    Romans 8: 9, 10; Galatians 2: 20; Galatians 4: 19; Colossians 1: 24 - 29

    CACIt is important to keep before us the thought of Christ being in the saints. It brings out one of the greatest thoughts of God. Paul could speak of it as a mystery which had riches of glory; as though to stimulate the interest of our hearts in it. There are riches of glory resident in the fact that Christ is in the saints and particularly in Gentiles. The riches of the glory seems to suggest to ones mind a certain radiancy; and I believe that God would invest His saints with radiance. We are in a dark world and in a dark christian profession, but God would invest us with radiance. I suggested the verses in Romans 8 because they give us the foundational thought of Christ being in the saints. I do not think it could have been said of the Old Testament saints that Christ was in them. The Spirit of Christ was in them as a prophetic Spirit, but that is rather a different thought. Scripture does not say that Christ was in them, and I do not know that Christ will ever be in any other company than the assembly. Certainly not in the same way. So that we should consider this as a unique glory that attaches to the saints now. 

    The Spirit of God dwells in us, who is also the Spirit of Christ, and that is how it comes about that Christ is in us. We do well to remember that the great witness to Christ risen and exalted on the day of Pentecost was that there were a hundred and twenty persons who had received the Holy Spirit. And before the close of the day three thousand were added to that company. And, as we all remember, within a few days the number of the men was about five thousand. What a testimony to Christ! Gods testimony to Christ is a company of persons here on earth indwelt by Gods Spirit, of whom it can be said that they are not in the flesh. That could not have been said of Abraham or David, it could not even have been said of Peter or John, while the Lord was on earth. But it is wonderful to think that there are a number of persons now on earth of whom it can be definitely said Ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed Gods Spirit dwell in you. 

    It is a question of a state in which we can please God. Those who are in flesh cannot please God. Now Christ has come in as Gods Anointed, and has died and been raised and exalted, and the benefit of receiving Christ and believing on Christ is that we get the Holy Spirit. And the very presence of the Spirit in us puts us into an entirely new state, in which we can please God. Now it is good for the youngest believer to recognise that divine fact. We are spiritually strengthened and helped as we recognise the great spiritual facts which are subsisting realities. Christ is so great, that He is able to do what no other Man could do; He can give His Spirit to thousands of persons. There are thousands of people in this world who have the Spirit of Christ. They are of Christ; that is, they do not take account of themselves as having anything that is of value save what they have received from Christ. Christ has become the fountain from which they have drawn every supply as the great treasury and reservoir of divine blessing. Everyone of that company has the Spirit of Christ, and that is how Christ comes to be in us. He is in us in virtue of His Spirit being in us. It would help all young believers to recognise that spiritual fact. 

    QuesWould you say that if that is enjoyed it brings about a universal outlook? 

    CACWell, it lays the foundation for the truth of the mystery, and that brings in what is universal. If the Spirit of Christ dwells in all the saints, there is a wonderful basis for spiritual unity. There is, indeed, a new spring of life morally. There is actually in the believer a new spring of life, in virtue of the Spirits presence. This is illustrated in Elisha and Elijah. Elijah asked Elisha what he should do for him, and Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijahs spirit; and he was told that if he saw Elijah when he was taken, it would come to pass. And it did come to pass. Now Christ has gone up to the right hand of God  and those who see Him go up receive a double portion of His Spirit, such as no other saints will ever get. It belongs to the saints of this period to have the double portion  that is the portion of the firstborn. The assembly is the first-fruits of Christs vigour, and the saints of the assembly have the double portion of His Spirit. Therefore Christ is in the saints, you might say, potentially. That is, there is power connected with it, and therefore great possibilities. 

    QuesWhy do so many believers seem to remain units? 

    CACWell, I doubt whether very many have really taken in the divine thought of the Spirit being here. If I understood that I have received the Spirit through faith in Christ and in the value of redemption, I should have an instinctive sense that thousands of other people had received the same Spirit. So that one would come, in that way, to the truth of the assembly; that is, we should recognise the saints as a company indwelt by the Spirit. Many Christians do not recognise that in any practical way. 

    We read here (Romans 8: 10) that if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin. The presence of Christ in the believer brings to an end the life that naturally attaches to the body. A certain life was connected naturally with the body; the body is the vessel or vehicle by which we do everything; a man could not sin without his body. If the body were actually dead the life of sin would be at an end. Now if the body acts in the life that naturally belongs to it, it is the vehicle of sin. But the coming in of Christ makes a wonderful change  If Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin. As regards that particular thing the body is dead now. A new source and spring of life has come in altogether different from the life that naturally attaches to the body, and the Spirit is now life in the sense of power to move on the line of righteousness. The body is looked at here as having a certain life in which it acts. We read (verse 13) of the deeds of the body as if the body were the actor. Now if the body is the actor it produces nothing but sin. But now a new life and power have been brought in. I remember hearing of Mr. Darby having a debate with a Jesuit who contended that the Christians body should be like a corpse moved by a stick. 

    The Jesuits idea was that the Christian ought to do nothing but what the priest told him, he was to be like a corpse entirely controlled by the priest; Mr. Darby said, I accept your figure, but the stick must be the Spirit of God. 

    QuesWhat connection has this with the word in chapter 6, Reckon yourselves dead to sin etc? 

    CACThat is a question of reckoning, of how you take account of things, but when you come to chapter 8 there is a new power, a new spring of life in the believer, Christ is in him. Now that is what every believer, young or old, ought to recognise. 

    QuesDoes not this suggest the immensity of the gift? 

    CACYes, I am sure if we recognised the presence of the Spirit and Christ as living in us, there would be power to terminate the life  of course I am speaking morally  that is naturally connected with the body. It is a wonderful thought that Christ should be in the saints, is it not? It is not a modification of what we were, or an improvement on it; it is not that we are reformed and leading a different life in that sense. It is an entirely new thing which is illustrated by what was said to Saul; Thou ... shalt be turned into another man (1 Samuel 10: 6). If Christ is in us, that is the life of another Man. 

    QuesThe Spirit life on account of righteousness, would you say a word about that? 

    CACIf the Spirit is life we shall move on the line of righteousness; what is right will have place. This chapter speaks of the righteous requirement of the law being fulfilled in us; the Christian fulfils what is right because he walks in love, love is the whole law (chapter 13: 10). The law is brought down to one word. 

    If we pass on to Galatians we find that in the assemblies in Galatia the people of God had got away from any true thought of Christ being in them. 

    QuesI should like to ask, is there not a sense in which there is nothing beyond Romans 8? Would you agree that everything beyond is really a development of that? 

    CACWell, yes, the great thoughts of God are there, just as you might say there is nothing beyond chapter 5. Chapter 5 leads up to the point of boasting in God and having life eternal. A kind of terminus is reached, and chapter 8 brings out what we have in the Spirit, and, in one sense, we cannot get beyond that. 

    QuesIs this new source of life in every believer? 

    CACIt is in every believer who has the Spirit. 

    QuesI wonder if we are all clear as to the Spirit being life on account of righteousness? 

    CACIt is quite certain that if the Spirit is life there will not be activities that have the character of sin. The activities which result from the Spirit being life will have the character of righteousness. If the body acts in virtue of the life that attaches to it naturally its activities will have the nature of sin, but if the Spirit is life instead of the life that naturally attaches to the body, all the resulting activities will have the character of righteousness. This comes about in virtue of the fact that the Spirit has become life. So that now the body can be presented to God as a living sacrifice. What new activities are brought out in chapter 12! It is a wonderful thing to speak what is right, and to do what is right, and no one but the Christian does; because for a thing to be right, it must be done in relation to God, and to the position and relationships in which God has set us. 

    RemThe apostle says, I buffet my body, and lead it captive (1 Corinthians 9: 27). 

    CACYes, he kept it under; and so in this chapter, If, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live. The Christian now has power to put to death the deeds of the body; that is, all those deeds which are naturally the outcome of the life of the body, and in which it was the vehicle of sin. There is power by the Spirit to put that to death. You are never told to be dead to the flesh. Some of us have tried it, and it is a hard job. We are to be superior to it in the power of life. Another kind of life morally has come in in virtue of the presence of the Spirit, and Christ is in the saints. That is the life we have to make provision for; Christ is in us. What a difference it would make! And it would lead us to walk in harmony with those who have the Spirit of Christ, because what is of Christ in one will never conflict with what is of Christ in another. And thus the elements are brought in that really constitute the body. 

    RemThe apostle could exhort Timothy to follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, etc. 

    CACThat has in view practical righteousness as in contrast to everything that is unrighteous in the christian profession. What is not according to God is unrighteous and it is no evidence of Christ being in the saints if we are going on with something that is not right; it is really a practical denial of Christ being in us. 

    QuesWould you say that when the Lord breathed into the disciples this was the kind of life they received? 

    CACYes, I think it would include this. 

    QuesA moral link with that Man? 

    CACIt is even more than that. If Christ is in us it is more than having a link, is it not? It is a positive fact, and God would send every one of us away with a deeper sense of it, that Christ is in us. He is in us in a very powerful way, for He is in us in virtue of the indwelling of a divine Person. Could you think of anything morally greater than that? That the Holy Spirit is in you, and in virtue of that divine Person being there Christ is in you. 

    RemA sense of that in the soul would do away with individualism. 

    CACYes, the gospel always has in view the mystery. Now you can understand how busily the devil would work to get people away from this, and we find that the assemblies in Galatia had got right away from the thought of Christ being in them. And that leads Paul to travail in birth again until Christ was formed in them. He was set to repair the damage by bringing Christ into their souls in a more definite and substantial way than they had at the beginning. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by something more substantial? 

    CACI was thinking that Christ being formed suggests spiritual substance. In Romans, Christ is in the saints, there is life and power, just as you might have in a babe  a potentiality which may develop to any extent afterwards, but there is hardly the thought of formation. I think perhaps that is what many believers lack, Christ being formed in them. 

    QuesThe features of Christ? 

    CACWell, I was not thinking of that exactly, though if Christ were found in us that would work out all right. But the Galatians had got away from the thought of Christ being in them. They were occupied with circumcision and observance of days and months and years, and going back to the law. They had been diverted from Christ by occupation with these things; they had turned from what was of true value to what was worthless. How small all these things look in comparison with Christ  law-keeping and circumcision and observance of days! Paul says they are weak and beggarly elements. He has in mind a majestic thought, for it is a majestic thought that Christ should be formed in us. Paul is in an agony, he travails in birth, showing us the important place prayer would have in connection with the formation of Christ. One may contribute greatly to the formation of Christ in another by prayer, by travail of soul. And I think the Spirit of God would suggest the thought of that to us all. The thought of being deeply concerned that there should be a formation of Christ in the brethren. 

    QuesYou spoke of potentialities  do we understand that the Galatians had these potentialities but went no further? 

    CACThat is so. We know that they had received Christ, and they had received the Spirit, but they had turned away from that line altogether, and on to the line of the flesh; religious flesh, flesh that would keep the law and be circumcised. Now the apostle was intensely concerned that Christ should be formed in them. 

    RemIt is easier to improve the flesh than to be exercised about Christ being formed. 

    CACWell, it is easier for the flesh, but it is opposite to all that is of God. If we want any help as to what Christ being formed in us means, I think this epistle would show us. Paul would show us that every thought of God in regard to mans blessing has reached its ultimate point in Christ. He even goes so far as to say that the promises were made to Christ; that is, God has committed Himself to Christ, not to any other man. To have that formed in the soul seems to suggest something wrought by God that will not be easily overturned. We can understand Paul, looking at the potentiality that is in the saints, desiring that Christ should be formed in them. It is a great thing to see that as regards the blessing of God there is nothing to be added; things have reached fruition and finality in Christ. And our blessing in a practical sense, our spiritual liberty, is bound up with Christ being formed in us by the Spirit. In having Christ formed in us we have spiritually in our souls the full thought of blessing that is in the heart of God towards man. The fulness of it has been reached in Christ, and God would form Christ as the very substance of the gospel in us to give us stability in the knowledge of Himself. So that, not only are all the promises brought to fruition in Christ, but Gods great thought of sonship has been secured in Him. To have Him formed in us would free us from all legality. We should have a deep sense that no addition to Christ is needed or is possible. He is formed in us in the greatness of what He is as the treasury of every divine thought of blessing. Paul shows that as far as he was concerned he was on this line; I am crucified with Christ etc. Peter had been maintaining his reputation as a Jew by not eating with the Gentiles, but Paul saw that that was a falsification of the whole position. It was not having the sense of being crucified with Christ and Christ living in him. Paul had the sense of being crucified with Christ. And no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me. It was really like a new individuality. 

    RemThere is not much room for that order of man in this world. 

    CACWell, we do not expect it, do we? But there is another world where the great thoughts of God are known, and those thoughts lead on to the mystery. God had things in His mind about which He kept silent. It is a wonderful thing. God kept silence for four thousand years about the mystery; this wonderful thought of God was hid from ages and from generations but it is now made known to His saints. I wonder if we are all intensely interested in it? Paul speaks of the Gentiles being made acquainted with this precious thought of God. The riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory. The glory has not come yet; it is yet a matter of hope; but the wonderful thing is that Christ is here without the glory; He is in His saints, and particularly in Gentiles. Christ in the saints is not merely a question of what God sees; it is a reality; it is the greatest reality on this earth at the present moment. There is nothing in this world at all comparable to that great reality  Christ in the saints. 

    The riches of the glory of this mystery shows that while glory is not yet manifested publicly, as it will be, there is at the present time a glory that has the character of mystery; it is only known to those initiated. The wonderful thing is that Christ is not only at the right hand of God, but He is here, though the glory has not come publicly; it is yet a matter of hope. But Christ is here in the saints and particularly in a gentile company. 

    RemChrist in the saints is the hope of glory. 

    CACThe fact of Christ being in the saints brings the whole system of glory into view as a matter of hope. Paul speaks to the Ephesians about ministering as glad tidings the unsearchable riches of the Christ. Christ is the great treasury of divine thoughts. But in Colossians the assembly is the treasury, for the riches are in the mystery, and the mystery is that Christ is in the saints; so that the assembly becomes the treasury of all divine thoughts. 

    RemThat would keep the saints from the world. 

    CACYes, it frees us from the world and sets us together, spiritually and vitally, as those in whom Christ is, and who have Christ as their life. It puts us outside the range of things that belong to man after the flesh. What a wonderful thing to be in a circle where Christ is everything and in all. Christ ... everything is objective, so that when you come into the meetings you do not find anybody exalted but Christ; every brother that takes part, whether he prays or praises or gives a word, exalts Christ. And then in all; He is in the saints as the power of life. 

    QuesDo you look upon formation as bringing into the soul the feelings and motives of Christ? 

    CACWell, I think that would be the result. The apostle in writing to the Galatians was concerned that they should realise the character of the blessing into which they were brought. They had got away from the true character of their blessing and all sorts of fleshly activity had come in. To have Christ formed in them, as the One in whom all divine thoughts were set forth, would bring in new motives and a new power. There is power in connection with the system of blessing in Christ, power to walk in the Spirit, and to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. But that is all rather the consequence of having Christ formed in us. As Christ is formed in us, we are freed from legal entanglements and self-consideration and are free to move in spiritual liberty, and the fruit of the Spirit comes out in the saints. 

    RemDavid could say in Psalm 139, How precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God! 

    CACYes: When I awake, I am still with thee. You wake up in a region where you are with God in His great thoughts. God has been pleased to indicate to us that the mystery is greater to Him than anything else. Now what is it to us? Is it just a word that we hear the brothers use in their addresses and prayers, or is it a spiritual reality that is greater than anything else in the universe? Outside divine Persons themselves there is nothing so great as the mystery, and the Colossian aspect of it is Christ in you. Let us pray about it. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 32)

    Colossians 1: 9 - 24

    CACThe effect of the ministry of Christ is that faith in Christ Jesus and love to all the saints are brought about. Epaphras ministered Christ; he was a faithful minister of Christ (verse 7). God has shown us great favour in allowing us to be under the influence of a precious ministry of Christ; we hardly realise how great a favour it is. The effect is we become conscious there is one Man who can be trusted; there is one Man whom God has trusted. 

    If there is faith in Christ Jesus there will be with it love to all the saints: we become interested in the saints, for they are of and in Christ, they are of that order of man. Faith in Christ Jesus and love to all the saints are the starting-point in connection with assembly privilege: it is a good beginning. The foundation is a necessary part of the house, but it is not all the house. There was a condition in Colosse which was a good starting-point, but it was not the finish. 

    QuesWhat is the full knowledge of His will? (verse 9). 

    CACIt is the full scope of the pleasure of God in connection with the Head; it does not refer to the believers individual pathway. We have to grow up in ability to act rightly in relation to the Head. If all saints were filled with the full knowledge of Gods will, every one would have learned to act in relation to Gods anointed Man; and in that way the body of Christ would come into evidence. Every one would be found doing what he ought to do and saying what he ought to say at the right moment, and doing and saying it in relation to a glorified Man in heaven. God would have us to understand His blessed will for us as connected with Christ. Everything that is for Gods pleasure centres in Christ, so that if I want to understand the will of God, Christ must be the starting-point. 

    The importance of prayer is very great. When we find the apostle praying, it indicates that the things he prays for can only be got by prayer; they cannot be imparted by ministry. Prayer brings in the divine acting, the working of God. It is blessed to have ministry that is of God, but there is something more needed, that is, divine operation in the souls of saints, and that stands connected with prayer. As the apostle prays here he goes on into an illimitable expanse of things till he has brought in Christ and the assembly, and the reconciliation of all things. In Paul we see a man who had wisdom and spiritual understanding. He was able to compass the immense thoughts of God in Christ, and all that Christ was to the body, and he could bring it before the saints in wisdom, and give the presentation of it that the saints needed at the moment. He had never seen those Colossian saints, but he could bring the unsearchable riches of the Christ to them in a suitable way as they needed it. We might desire a little of that wisdom and spiritual understanding; it can be got where Paul got it. 

    RemHe was in prison. 

    CACYes, the epistles that are so rich in the ministry of Christ came from prison  Colossians, Ephesians and Philippians are prison epistles. I suppose it is often when things are most straitened outwardly that there is the greatest expansion spiritually. 

    QuesIs ministry on the line of, Give ye them to eat 

    (Luke 9: 13)? 

    CACThere are three distinct features in the Lords ministry, and they are characteristic of true ministry: they are healing, feeding and teaching. If people are suffering from maladies they cannot enjoy food, so spiritual healing comes first in Christs ministry; that is negative, it is what corrects and heals all that is out of order. There are all sorts of moral diseases and infirmities amongst the saints, but spiritual ministry is corrective of all that. Then the Lord not only healed but fed. That is positive nourishing and strengthening in the good of all that is blessed  all that is of God and of Christ  it is made available for us as food. We need building up spiritually in all that there is in divine Persons for us: there is a wondrous supply of food in the making known of what God is and of what Christ is. Lastly, the Lord taught them; He gave them the most wonderful and blessed unfoldings of the mind of God that were ever known. Spiritual teaching gives us intelligent access to the mind of God, to the great thoughts cherished in His mind; it puts us on confidential terms with God. God satisfies His heart; He says, I will put you on such terms with Me that I will tell you all I am thinking of and going to do. Think of the blessed God communicating to us all His thoughts! The king would not do it, but God does it. These three features were demonstrated in all their blessedness in the Lords ministry, and all true ministry is the result of an impression of Christ. If you are suffering from moral disease you cannot enjoy food, and if you are not nourished you do not understand what divine Persons are as available for food, and not man enough to take in the thoughts of God. 

    What we get here is on the line of teaching, entering into all that is for the pleasure of God so that we might be able to act in relation to it, to walk worthily of the Lord. He was the One of whom it was said, The pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand (Isaiah 53: 10). God put all His pleasure, all that He delighted in, in the hands of the Lord to be carried out, and we are to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing: it takes in everything pleasing to God. The apostle has in mind that every one of the saints should be put in his right place in relation to the Head, so that the pleasure of God might come out in the body in the way saints move together. 

    QuesWhat would every good work be (verse 10)? 

    CACThey are set forth in Christ. In Ephesians it says they are before prepared that we should walk in them (Ephesians 2: 10). Everything that God can delight in in man has been seen in the Lord Jesus, so we have not to launch out in a new path. It is new to us, but all the characteristics of that path have been set forth in Christ. He went about doing good. The test of whether a thing is a good work is, is it expressive of Christ? Is it the character of things that came out in Christ? If it is not, then it is not a good work. It was said of Mary, She has wrought a good work as to me (Mark 14: 6). To come together to remember the Lord is a good work: He was the One to suggest it, so that makes it a good work. If our hearts learnt to connect everything with Christ, it would give us a good idea of spiritual things; if we cannot trace them to Christ they are not good works. It is a good work to read the Scriptures; the Lord was accustomed to reading them in public as well as in private. We are encouraged to believe we are doing a good work tonight in reading the Scriptures publicly together because the Lord did it. What makes a thing right and good is that Christ is the moving impulse of it; that is what gives it value before God. When He was here, everything He did was done in obedience and communion: it all moved from the Father. The head of Christ is God (1 Corinthians 11: 3, Authorised Version). There was a Man here on earth who was always true to the fact that God was His Head; He never exercised divine power by an act of His own will but in relation to His Head. Now we have Christ for our Head: The Christ is the head of every man, but womans head is the man, and the Christs head God. This epistle is full of the headship of Christ: everything good and right gets its impulse from Christ. I may do a thing with mixed motives, but the little bit of Christs influence in it is what gives it value with God. There may be a mixture of vanity or desire to be thought well of in what we do, but if it is right at all, there is a streak of gold in it, and that is what gives it value. One might give vast sums of money to do good, and there might be no fruit for God because it did not spring from abiding in Christ. He is the Spring of everything for Gods pleasure, and fruitfulness is connected with abiding in Him. 

    QuesHow does growing by the true knowledge of God come about? 

    CACI suppose all edification is increase by the knowledge of God. There is no true growth apart from that. As we learn God we are formed in the divine nature. Peter puts it as through the greatest and precious promises etc. The promises express to me what God is: every promise is the setting forth of what God is for man. As I take hold of the exceeding great and precious promises I become partaker of the divine nature. 

    QuesWhat is the full knowledge of God? 

    CACAll that God is has come into view. God is in the light; there is no limitation on the side of revelation. If we are not formed in the divine nature we have not much capacity for sharing the portion of the saints in light. 

    The glory of young men is their strength. Colossians answers to Johns young men. Paul and John divide the family of God in the same way. In John it is babes, young men and fathers. Paul has his three epistles. Romans would answer to babes, Colossians to young men, and Ephesians to Johns fathers. Paul and John both regard the saints in three distinct stages of spiritual growth. If one is strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory, one has got beyond the babe stage. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong (1 John 1: 14). One who has reached this point is more than a babe. It is not strength for action but for suffering: it is ability to endure and to suffer. It is wonderful to think of the power of His glory coming down to enable saints to endure and to suffer with joy. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 1 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 32)

    Colossians 1: 10 - 29

    CACIt will help us if we keep definitely in view that the Spirit of God is engaging us here with the greatness of Christ; it is not our blessings, however great they may be, but the greatness of Christ. We have seen His greatness in connection with creation, and His greatness as Head of the body, the assembly, and His greatness in the fact that the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in Him, and now we come to His greatness as the One by whom reconciliation is effected. He is so great that by Him the Fulness can reconcile all things to Itself. 

    QuesHow do we understand all things reconciled to the Godhead? 

    CACThe fact that reconciliation is needed, and has to be effected, suggests that something has come in which has caused a breach, like the wife who has separated from her husband in 1 Corinthians 7: 11. Something has come in that is offensive to the Godhead; it is not only that the creature is ruined. The Father, Son and Spirit are all included in the fulness of the Godhead, and something has come in offensive to each Person in the Godhead. A moral stain has come in which has disturbed the repose of the Godhead. It is a solemn thing. It is not only that the creature has fallen and is ruined, but the peace of the Godhead has been disturbed. Reconciliation comes in in order that all that might be removed, and the greatness of Christ comes out in the fact that He is the One by whom the fulness of the Godhead effects reconciliation. He is great enough to put all on a new footing with the Godhead. He has come into manhood in order to do so. The thing is done by him. How pleasurable it must be to the Godhead. It is not only that the stain is removed, but it is removed by Him. Lawlessness has worked in heaven in Satan and his angels. The very fact that such a dreadful thing has been in heaven has left a moral stain there. I wonder if we all understand what a moral stain is. Suppose a murder was committed in my house, would not a moral stain be left? Many persons would not live in a house where a murder has been committed; they would feel a moral stain there. Suppose such a thing happened, no creature could remove the stain left by a terrible crime, but God could remove it, and reconciliation is the removal of every moral stain, and Christ is great enough to do it. All the kings or great ones in the world together could not remove the moral stain of murder, but Christ could remove every moral stain from earth and heaven; that is reconciliation. He has died so that earth and heaven might come on to a new footing. It is now Christ  His blood, His cross. The Lords prayer, Thy will be done as in heaven so upon the earth (Matthew 6: 10) could never have been answered if reconciliation had not been effected. It is the sacrificial basis on which all the pleasure of God rests in heaven and earth. Christ is great enough to secure a basis on which the repose and pleasure of the Godhead rest eternally in regard to heaven and earth. The fulness of the Godhead has accomplished reconciliation in the Son, in Christ. Satan and his angels will be cast out of heaven, the scene will be cleared so that not a bit of lawlessness will be left in heaven. God is going to clear the scene on earth too, and all on the ground that Christ has died. He is great enough to remove in sacrifice the moral stain before God; He can look down on the world and think of the death of Christ. This great and glorious Person has done it. It is His greatness and gloriousness that makes it so precious. The whole creation of which Adam was the head came under the effect of Adams fall, so a moral stain was on the scene and the repose of the Godhead was disturbed. The Lord said, My Father worketh hitherto and I work (John 5: 17). There was no repose for the Godhead. Reconciliation has been effected from the divine side, 

    the Fulness effects it. There is nothing whatever required on the side of the creature but faith. We have to have faith in what the Fulness has done  that is the great gospel testimony. Paul had the place of being an ambassador for Christ and God, he had the ministry of reconciliation. 

    Everybody now can be called to reconciliation, for it has been effected by the fulness of the Godhead in the death of Christ. All men are invited now to come into it, they are besought to be reconciled to God. We joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the reconciliation. It is a wonderful thing to have received it. It is difficult to get hold of the idea, as we naturally think of it as something effected in us, but it is something effected by the fulness of the Godhead in Christ. It is always put that way in Scripture. A divine Person came into manhood, and in that divine Person was the fulness of the Godhead  the Father and the Spirit were there as well as the Son  and He came into manhood to effect reconciliation, and He could only do it by going down into death. In the early part of the chapter we are told that all dignities were created by and for Him; He created all dignities, and yet when it was a question of reconciliation He had to pass every place of dignity and go down to the cross. I think the cross is brought in here and in Ephesians to show that everything has been brought about through that which is most ignominious in mens eyes. The Fulness made peace by blood. It is peace secured by sacrifice, by death, but not a grand death  a death of a character most revolting and degraded in mens eyes. The blood of his cross (verse 20). It has been done at the lowest place in which a man could be found on earth. There is no lower place than a cross. How it makes nothing of all that would puff a man up. But if everything for Gods pleasure depended on a Man having His blood shed upon the cross it puts all on the footing of death. There is no puffing up then. The danger at Colosse was that some were vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh (chapter 2: 18), but the cross is man at the lowest point. I do not say that we have to come there to get blessing but we have to see that Christ came there. This will take the puffing up out of us. 

    Having made by himself the purification of sins (Hebrews 1: 13)  that means that He cleared sins away from before God, He removed them away from before the Godhead. We know whose sins were removed, but the point is they were removed from before the Godhead. 

    QuesIs His making peace different from reconciliation? 

    CACIt is bound up in reconciliation. Everything is taken away sacrificially. Through death, through blood-shedding, everything is taken away that could disturb the repose of the Godhead. It is not here a question of securing peace for sinners, it is not peace with God here, but the peace of the Godhead. In Ephesians 2 it is peace between Jew and Gentile, he is our peace (verse 4). He has brought Jew and Gentile into peace, there is no enmity between them. What a blessed end of all discord between man and man. Another Man is brought in who displaces both, and becomes their peace. There were two men at daggers drawn, and the Jew says, I am nothing, I have been ended in the cross of Christ. The Gentile says, I am nothing, I am removed in the death of Christ. What remains? Only Christ! All the privileges of the Jew have gone, all the disabilities of the Gentile have gone in that death, and Christ is our peace; there is nothing left to make discord. Here in Colossians it is the peace of the Godhead. One loves to think of the Godhead as now in repose in regard to all the sin and lawlessness which came in in heaven and earth. 

    The fulness was pleased to dwell in Him is the correct translation  it is what He was here on earth in flesh. In chapter 2: 9 the Fulness dwells bodily in a risen and glorified Man. We see the Father in Him and the Spirit in Him too. It is wonderful to think that everything has been put on a new footing for God through Christ having come down here and died; and that has to be received by faith, it is not a matter of attainment or growing up to it. Anyone here is privileged to receive it tonight if they never have before. 

    The Spirit of God in verse 21 turns to the only company that has come into reconciliation. There is only one company which can be definitely said to be reconciled, and that is the assembly. You could not say any but believers were reconciled. It is like justification, which is in the mind of God for everybody, every man can be justified, it can be preached in the gospel that God is the Justifier, but no man is justified until he has faith. It can be said of all believers who have faith, You ... hath he reconciled (A.V.). We know what the state was in which we were found, alienated and enemies in mind  our alienation from God manifested itself in a practical way in wicked works. Now the Fulness  the Father, Son and Spirit  has acted, and it can be said of every believer that he is reconciled. The Father, Son and Spirit have reconciled every believer, and it is in the body of His flesh through death. All that we were as in alienation has disappeared from Gods view through Christs death, but this is in view of the saints being presented holy and unblamable and irreproachable before the Fulness of the Godhead. What a wonderful thing to sit quiet and let into our souls that the Father, Son and Spirit through the death of Christ have so cleared away everything unsuited to Them that we can be presented to the Father, Son and Spirit holy and unblamable and irreproachable  that is the gospel. 

    Now are we really on that footing with the Godhead? That is the footing which exists at the present moment. It witnesses the greatness of Christ. If we are not on that footing we are not giving Christ the glory that is due to Him. We are not honouring the Fulness. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between justification and reconciliation? 

    CACJustification is that I am cleared from every charge. In Christ we are justified from all things, Who shall bring an accusation against Gods elect? It is God who justifies (Romans 8: 33). Every charge has been met. Justification is that you are justified from all things, justified from sins and offences; it is negative. But reconciliation is for something; we are reconciled to be presented holy and unblamable and irreproachable before the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. How it sets our hearts free! We can be presented to the Fulness of the Godhead in a faultless condition, through what has been effected by divine Persons. 

    QuesIs reconciliation like Luke 15? 

    CACWe get in Luke 15 what goes beyond it. The prodigal was covered with kisses. What we get here is more on the line of moral suitability to the Godhead, being presented holy and unblamable and irreproachable. That is not so far as being covered with kisses. The prodigal is brought into the embrace of love, into sonship. Reconciliation is the basis on which the whole pleasure of the Godhead can be carried out, it is the basis of all the blessings in Luke 15, but we do not get it presented further in this scripture than being blameless, etc., before the Godhead. 

    If you talk to people you find they are occupied with their failures, inconsistencies, defects, etc., which shows they are not in the faith of reconciliation. It is just there the if comes in; we are so soon moved away: If indeed ye abide in the faith founded and firm, and not moved away from the hope of the glad tidings, which ye have heard, which have been proclaimed in the whole creation which is under heaven, of which I Paul became minister. The fact is that, practically, many of us do not abide in the faith, and we get moved away from the hope of the glad tidings. The hope of the glad tidings is that I am going to be like Christ. I often think that if ones first thought on waking was, I am going to be like Christ, what a start for the day it would be. It is not merely I would like to be like Christ, but I am going to be like Christ for the pleasure of God. If one had the light of that, one would be very careful about allowing what is of the flesh. All this was brought in to take the Colossians away from any allowance of the flesh. If we have received the reconciliation, a divine Person is before us, another Man; and we are going to be like Him, on the same footing as He is before God. 

    In this epistle God is leading the saints on to the ground of being risen with Christ, but before we come to that ground we have to see what the fulness of the Godhead has effected, and to get our vision filled with Christ. The faith of the gospel occupies us entirely with Christ; not some of Christ and some of self but altogether Christ. We are not to be moved away from the hope of the glad tidings. 

    QuesWhat is abiding in the faith (verse 23)? 

    CACThe faith here is the faith of this wonderful Person, and of the reconciliation which the Fulness has effected by Him. We are not to be moved away from the faith of that. 

    QuesWhy does it say, which have been proclaimed in the whole creation? 

    CACThat gives the scope of it: it is not limited to saints, but is for the whole creation. Anybody can come into reconciliation, can have the faith of Christ now. 

    What we get here is the light of what is above the sun, of what is in heaven and of the wonderful Person who is now in heaven. Seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting ... (chapter 3: 1). All is connected with things above the sun, but known in the hearts of believers in this world. It is marvellous what God has brought about; but this is the gospel. It is especially Pauls gospel. 

    From verse 24 to the end Paul passes on to the assembly, 

    of which I became minister. He was not only minister of the gospel but minister of the assembly. He brought out the full truth of the gospel and of the assembly; he was minister of both. Christ has suffered for the assembly, and Paul continued on that line. The sufferings for the assembly did not end with Christ, they were continued in the apostle Paul; he was allowed the privilege in a special way of suffering for the assembly, and he says, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly. Paul was ready to suffer anything so that Christ might secure a place in the hearts of the Gentiles; that is what he suffered for. If he had been content to confine Christ to the Jews he would not have been persecuted. It was because he was carrying Christ to the Gentiles that they persecuted him; his sufferings were in a peculiar way for the gentile assembly, and he was prepared to suffer so that Christ might have a place in their hearts. The character of the mystery here is Christ in you the hope of glory. It is Christ in the hearts of the saints, Christ in their affections. It is not Christ formed in us but Christ in the affections. 

    QuesDoes not every servant suffer for the assembly? 

    CACNo doubt there is a measure of suffering connected with all true service to the assembly, but no one else was privileged to suffer for the assembly as Paul did. He had the ministry of the assembly and had to suffer in a peculiar way for it akin to the sufferings of Christ. There was a character of suffering for the church left behind, and Paul took it up and filled it up; and being filled up in Paul there is none left. 

    The thought of the body is a living organism, every part of which is appreciative of Christ. Christ is in the affections of every one who is a member of His body; that is the special form of the mystery here  a vast gentile company and Christ in the affections of each one in it. 

    QuesIs it the same as Ye in me, and I in you (John 14: 20). 

    CACThat is the special activity of the Spirit to make us know that Christ is in the affections of the Father, the church in the affections of Christ, and Christ in the affections of the saints. It is a beautiful threefold cord; we are bound up in affection with divine Persons. The mystery here is that the Christ who is hidden in heaven is hidden in the affections of millions in this world, and Gentiles too. The church treasures Christ in her affections, every one in the body has Christ in the heart. Is Christ in your heart? If He is, you are in the body. Queen Mary was greatly taken up with Calais, and she said that after her death they would find Calais written on her heart. If we could get to the heart of anyone belonging to the body we should find Christ there. The body is a living organism, and Christ is in the affections of every one who is part of it; that is the mystery. Paul laboured, and his ministry was all to that end, that Christ should be in the affections of His saints. All ministry in the power of the Spirit is to that end. 

  
    THE CIRCLE OF DIVINE LOVE (CAC 32)

    Colossians 1: 12 - 14; Hebrews 2: 9 - 12; John 14: 16 - 20

    It is a deep joy to our hearts, beloved brethren, that a circle of divine love has been thrown open to us and in spirit we are brought into the circle of those affections. The assembly is really the circle of divine affections. How are we made competent to enjoy those divine affections? They have been perfectly revealed and secured to us. It is a great thing for us to be spiritually competent to enjoy divine affections. I feel myself much more familiar with grace than with love. Many of us do not rise above the thought of grace, blessed as it is  we could not do without it  but there are divine affections which flow out of their own fulness, out of their own blessedness. What a blessed thing to be the object of those affections! 

    In Colossians 1, Giving thanks unto the Father, who hath made us fit. I suppose we all know that this word fit is competent  the Father, who has made us competent. And then in the next verse we get the translation into the kingdom of the Son of his love. It is where love reigns. Beloved brethren, I cannot conceive anything more blessed than to be made competent in the divine nature to be associated with His Son in the enjoyment of the Fathers love. There is no competency in connection with the flesh. What a joy to know that the Father has made us competent! 

    In Hebrews 2 you find that the Sanctifier and the sanctified are all of one. There is a company of whom Christ is not ashamed; that is, Christ can look upon that company and see them suitable to His own thoughts of love, and suitable to the Fathers name, so that He can declare it unto them. We are made competent for it by being sanctified, by being set free from everything that is unsuited to divine love by the death of Christ. And the effect of this is, He sings praises in the assembly. 

    In John 14 we get the third element, and that is the Comforter, the Spirit of truth. The Father has made us fit by forming us in the divine nature; the Son has made us fit by sanctifying us; and now we get the Comforter. We are brought by the Spirit into that circle where divine affections are found: In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. It is an immense thing, whether we think of the Father, the Son or the Holy Spirit, that divine Persons are all engaged in making us competent to enter into and to respond to those divine affections of which we are the object  engaged in bringing our hearts into the circle of love where the Fathers name is known, where the affections of the Father rest, in Christ. It is not that we are in this outwardly, but it is in spirit. 

    In John 13 we get examples of there being no love in the flesh; there was Judas  no love there  and Peter failed because there was no love in the flesh. 

    We know so little of what it is to enter into divine love; we get as far as grace  and that is very precious, we cannot do without it  but we want to enter into the circle of love. I feel for myself how little I do. 

  
    RECONCILIATION (CAC 32)

    Colossians 1: 14 - 22

    RemIt has been pressed on me lately how little we have entered into the necessity for reconciliation. We should take into account what the entrance of sin into the scene meant for God. But He took a divine way to meet it that His heart might be liberated to flow out in love in the accomplishment of His purpose. God might have met the sin question by the judgment it deserved, and swept man off the scene. He would have acted in righteous judgment in doing that, but it would not have met the situation for God, because it would have left on record that Satan had thwarted God, and had spoilt effectually all that God had brought in for His pleasure. God could never have tolerated that. 

    CACThe thought of reconciliation is connected with the revelation of God. It is striking that we do not get the actual word reconciliation in the Old Testament nor the word atonement in the New Testament. The word atonement means a covering; the first occurrence of the word translated atonement is in Genesis in connection With Noah covering the ark with pitch. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between atonement and reconciliation? 

    CACAtonement is always for the one who has sinned, or for that which has been rendered unclean by the uncleanness of Gods people, but reconciliation is what God has effected in view of His own pleasure. If God comes out to reveal Himself, the fulness of the Godhead comes into view: we get the Father, Son and Spirit. The revelation of the Godhead was by the Son becoming Man. God had in mind not simply that sin should be covered, but that a basis should be laid on which His own pleasure might be carried into effect in relation to persons and things which had come under the moral stain of sin. The coming in of Christ, and His taking up the question of sin, and going into death for it, has secured this. 

    QuesIs there any connection between that thought and the blood of the sin-offering being carried into the holiest? 

    CACI think the nearest thought to reconciliation in the Old Testament is in Leviticus 16. Because not only did the blood go in, but the cloud of incense. The priest went in with the fragrance of the perfections of Christ. Everything that God does now is on the footing of Christ and His death: it would liberate the heart of the saints wonderfully to see this. These are elementary truths, but they are the greatest truths. 

    Rem. The hymn says, 

    His hand, His house, His heart are free, 
Because Thy work is done. (431:4)
 

    CACYes, exactly, the work of reconciliation has been done. It was actually done by the Son, by Christ, but the fulness of the Godhead was concerned in it. The fulness was pleased to dwell in Him in order by Him to effect reconciliation. The Godhead has acted to place us now on an entirely new footing. We are sitting now in the holy presence of God on an entirely new footing. We were alienated and enemies in mind, but the Fulness has placed us before Itself on the footing of Christ and of His death. To enter into that is of importance for the abiding happiness of our souls. Reconciliation is positively effected: it is not something that might be or ought to be, it has been effected by the fulness of the Godhead. 

    QuesIs the world in reconciliation? 

    CACIt is in the sense that neither Jew nor Gentile is in Gods account now. Everything in Gods account is dependent on Christ and His death; that is the footing on which everything stands before God at this present moment. As to the world it is provisional. 

    It is most important for us to understand the necessity for reconciliation. A condition of alienation and enmity has come into Gods creation, and the fact that such a condition has come in has disturbed the repose of the Godhead. Not only is the creature ruined and lost, and we have bad consciences and lost peace, but the coming in of sin has disturbed the repose of the Godhead. The first necessity is that peace should be made for the Godhead. The Fulness in the Person of Christ has made peace by the blood of His cross, and now there is repose for the Godhead. Peace has been brought in for the Godhead in relation to all that disturbed, so that the Godhead can regard the creature on an entirely new footing; and by faith we can occupy that footing. But there is an important if: If indeed ye abide in the faith. Faith here is the faith of reconciliation. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled in the body of his flesh through death. The only persons reconciled are those who have the faith of it. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between peace with God and for God? 

    CACPeace with God is connected with justification, but having made peace by the blood of his cross is assuring peace for the Godhead in view of the disturbing element that had come in. 

    QuesWhat is the thought of 2 Corinthians 5: 19, God ... reconciling the world to himself? 

    CACGod was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences. He was making known that everything now was on the footing of Christ. Everything presented in Christ has its basis in His death. The presentation of divine grace to men in Christ was all based on the work of the cross, though the work was not yet accomplished. We must remember that in divine purpose the Lamb was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but who has been manifested at the end of times (1 Peter 1: 20). All the actings of grace and mercy in the Old Testament, and the work of God in effecting new birth in millions of souls throughout the ages, had as its basis the death of the Lord Jesus. His death was before God when He clothed Adam and his wife with coats of skin, and it was before God when He accepted Abels sacrifice, the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat. Indeed, in the whole sacrificial system from beginning to end, God was saying, I have Christ before Me, and I want Him to be before you, I want you to come to Me with the memorial of Him and of His death, and then I will be pleased with you. If we want to minister pleasure to God, and I hope there is not one here who would not like to, we must come near to God on the footing of Christ and His death. His saints in the faith of Him thus become an abiding memorial of Him in the presence of the blessed God. 

    RemEnoch walked with God and brought pleasure to Him. 

    CACYes, that is the kind of man who will be translated  reconciled persons; those who are presented holy, unblamable, irreproachable are the kind of persons ready for translation. Translation did not mean much change morally for Enoch: it is a pity if translation would mean a great change morally. If we are in the good of reconciliation we are on a footing with God which we should be found in absolutely if translated. J.B.S. said to me not long before he died, I shall be very happy in the Lord some day, and suddenly find myself with Him  there is no great change in that. Enoch walked with God and had the confidence of God; God told him wonderful things, so that he had in spirit the good of reconciliation and eternal life; he was outside the domain of death, and he had faith to be translated. The wonderful thing is that he had the faith of it before the actuality. It says, By faith Enoch was translated. 

    QuesIs it an exhortation in 2 Corinthians 5, that they should come into the good of reconciliation? 

    CACThe apostles ministry had been called in question at Corinth, and he insists on the character of his ministry. Indeed, it is pretty evident that at Corinth they were not in the good of the new covenant or reconciliation. Yet he addresses them as reconciled, All things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ. Be reconciled to God is the character of his ministry. 

    Reconciliation is a sacrificial idea; it is effected in the death of Christ, in the body of his flesh through death (verse 22). Being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son (Romans 5: 10). It is something effected by the death of Christ. God intends to magnify Christ in our hearts, and to magnify the work and death of Christ, to make it very great to our thoughts. If Christ and His death are in our thoughts we become pleasurable to God. Reconciliation brings in an entirely new standard of walk and soul condition. 

    I think the body in Colossians 1 is not exactly the assembly for the expression of Christ, but for the cherishing of Christ. You must have Christ cherished before you have Him expressed. In chapter 3 you have Christ expressed; the features and grace of Christ coming out in the body for the pleasure of God. But in chapter 1 the body is that vital organism where Christ is cherished, a company of persons who value Christ. The working of God in chapter 1 is in the vessel of ministry: I toil, combating according to his working, which works in me in power (verse 29). The mighty power of God was working in Paul as the vessel of ministry so that Christ may be ministered. Through the ministry Christ gets His place in the hearts of the saints, and there is a living vessel here capable of cherishing Christ, and that vessel is the body. Paul was the minister, and we have to come into the good of what Paul ministered. It is too great a thing for us to be minister of. God took up a man and made him the vessel of the ministry of Christ, so that Christ might be enshrined in the affections of a gentile company, and that company is still in this world. The christian company eating the Supper brings the body into view in its vital affections: the body is the one sphere of delight for God in this world. A company of persons with living affections cherishing Christ and His death, and consciously on the footing of Christ and His death with God. That is the good of reconciliation. 

    Reconciliation has been effected in one body; not Jews and Gentiles reconciled and remaining Jews and Gentiles, but both reconciled in one body to God by the cross. Jews and Gentiles were the greatest antagonists, they could not be brought together by any human power. But when reconciled, a Jew would say, I am gone and Christ remains; and a Gentile would say, I am gone and Christ remains. Now there is nothing between them. The new man is the moral material out of which the body is constructed. 

    QuesWould you tell us about the new covenant in reference to reconciliation? 

    CACThe death of Christ is looked at in the new covenant as giving expression to the outflowing of the heart of God; everything in the way of blessing is the product of divine love and can flow out from the heart of God towards man through the death of Christ. The ministry of the new covenant is the ministry of what flows out from God to man. Reconciliation is that God puts everything on a new footing for His pleasure. We are on a footing where everything is delightful to God and there is perfect repose. The woman in Luke 7 is an example of one who apprehended Christ as the covenant. How she was affected by it! She pours herself out on Him; her tears, the wiping of His feet, the anointing, show the effect of the covenant. Forgiving love had charmed and won her heart. Go in peace, or into peace, is perhaps an intimation of reconciliation; it is an intimation that there is a place to travel into where there is the sense of being under divine complacency. This is a great liberation for the heart; it sets one free. When we know the reconciliation which God has effected, we can take our place with Him on that ground. But there is a danger of being moved away from it. Our enjoyment of reconciliation depends on our abiding in the faith of it. Those who abide in the faith of reconciliation are not moved away from the hope of the gospel and they give God pleasure. 

    The hope of the gospel is that we are going to be like Christ. The fulness of the Godhead has reconciled us; the Father the Son and the Spirit. By him to reconcile all things to itself, but it is the Fulness that does it. It gives one an immense thought of the greatness of Christ. If we leave this room today with an enlarged sense of the greatness of Christ, and of His cross, it will help to deliver us from what is all around us  the pride and pretensions of man. The fulness of the Godhead came in to reconcile, but the work was done at the lowest point, at the most ignominious place, at the cross. It emphasises the terrible nature of what had to be removed. A glorious death would not have been suitable: it was fitting it should be the death of the cross. The sinful state was so abominable, so hateful in the sight of God that it had to be removed in the most ignominious death possible; but the One who went into that death was the infinitely great and glorious Person of whom Colossians 1 speaks. When we get a sense of that, it makes nothing of our pride and vanity, and the things which belong to us naturally: these are the very things which, if we allow them, hinder our being in the good of reconciliation. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between what God has effected now, and what will exist when all evil is done away? 

    CACSimply, that then it will be actuality. Gods pleasure will be found in actualities, but now His pleasure is found in saints being in the faith of it. The moral stain will eventually be removed from all things, all the things which have been affected by enmity. 

    In Revelation 5 everything comes on to the footing of what the Lamb has done: it is a question of the worthiness of the Lamb, and all creation becomes vocal with His praise. 

    QuesWhat is meant by thrones, lordships, principalities and authorities? 

    CACI thought they expressed the principle on which God has put the whole creation together. It has pleased God that His creation should take a form which is a striking witness against lawlessness. Thrones, lordships, principalities and authorities are creations of dignity and rule. Gods creation is ordered on the principle of rule; it is an entirely contrary thought to insubordination and lawlessness. Every dignity has been created by Christ, and all will derive from Him. He is the Head of all principality and authority, and all must be eventually subservient to Him. They have been usurped or permitted to pass into mens hands in view of the divine government of the world, but all will revert to the Heir. Christ is the Heir of every dignity, all is going to revert to Him and will be held by Him on the ground of that reconciliation which has been effected in His death. 

    NOTES OF A READING Colossians 1: 17 - 29 It is well to see that all brought out here of the greatness of Christ is really to lead us into the truth of how we stand in relation to Him. I suppose the whole point of this scripture is to bring out that this great and glorious and divine Person has that which stands in relation to Him as His body; and it is not presented abstractly as what is true in Him, but so that we can understand the immensity of the fact that He now has what is in relation to Him as His body. 

    It is in this connection that reconciliation is necessary according to Colossians, because we could not think of His having a body that was in any way unsuitable. He can take up nothing that is not reconciled. And what has been effected in reconciliation will yet be applied to all things; it extends to everything He has created, and yet there is something brought about now greater than the reconciliation of all things; that is, reconciliation of certain persons who are presented before the Fulness holy and unblamable and irreproachable (verse 22), in order that they can stand in relation to Him as His body. It is astounding! It is unique, because when the all things are reconciled, they will never be set in that intimate relationship of His body. So we need to be seriously concerned to enter into the greatness of it all. 

    To think that such a Person, that so majestic a Person, should be Head of the body! There is a certain company of which He is Head. Reconciliation is very important if you take into account what the Fulness has in mind in reconciling these persons to Itself. 

    Fulness is that which is adequate to bring out all that is in the Persons of the Godhead. So that creation and reconciliation, and the assembly as the body, will serve to bring out the fulness of the Godhead as moving in the activities of love. The things are not yet reconciled but the persons are; that is, the saints are in the most blessed position conceivable as regards their being cleared of every moral stain. They can be presented before the presence of the Godhead holy and unblamable and irreproachable. 

    No one could be in the body but as reconciled to the fulness of the Godhead. And it is the Fulness presenting to Itself. It is very blessed to see that it is for the pleasure of the Fulness. So that conditions are brought about to make it possible for saints to be in relation to Christ as Head, and no one who does not know what it is to be reconciled can possibly be of the body. 

    RemThere are two ways (in Colossians and Ephesians) in which Christ is spoken of: as Head of the body and as Head to the body. 

    CACWell, He is Head over all to the body; there is His universal headship, but then the assembly is brought to share it with Him because she is brought into the place of His wife. There is what He is as Head of the body, and that brings out the character of the body. The Spirit of God is seeking to make us realise what it is! It is that company that stands in vital relation to Christ as its Head. The Spirit of God would bring us to realise our relation to Christ as the body  His body  and for that the apostle laboured with all his might, to bring the saints into the consciousness and reality of the body. 

    RemHe enlarges on the greatness of the One to whom the assembly is united. 

    CACWhat an effect it would produce if our hearts were a little touched by it. We should all go away from this meeting changed people. 

    QuesWhen will it be seen? 

    CACIt is not seen now, and is not that why he mentions hope in this epistle? On account of the hope which is laid up for you (verse 5), and not moved away from the hope (verse 23). The consummation of it is a matter of hope. 

    The first light of the gospel is that we are justified and reconciled so that we may be conformed to the image of Gods Son. That is the light we get at the beginning of our spiritual history. Paul says here, not moved away from the hope of the glad tidings, which ye have heard, which have been proclaimed in the whole creation which is under heaven. That is, there is one gospel everywhere. The Colossians were in danger of being moved away; that was because hope was not maintained in their hearts. At the beginning light did dawn  the light of being conformed to Gods Son, a glorified Man in heaven. And if we lose that, we lose the sense of being the body of Christ, and that is why so few saints have any idea of the body of Christ. No one has the hope of glory until Christ is livingly in their affections. 

    Now in the body viewed as in relation to Christ there is nothing inconsistent with Christ any more than there will be in heaven. If it is Christs body, Christ will come out in it. By and by it will be Christ; and I must not excuse anything else. If anything else does come out, I ought to bury my face in the dust. 

    If we are affected by the truth, it is that we should not be moved away from what God has before Him in the future  that we should be conformed to His Son  but also not moved away from what is now before Him in the body of Christ, so that the manifold graces of Christ should come out in it now. That is the character of the mystery. The riches of the glory of this mystery (verse 27) have come out in the ministry of Paul; he was the minister and suffered for it. If any of us are minded to follow Paul we shall suffer too. Paul was exclusively the minister of the mystery; that is, he brought the ministry directly from God, and we are sitting under it tonight, just as the Colossians were then. If we want to know what the ministry of the gospel is, and what the ministry of the assembly is, we must go to Paul for it. 

    He suffered from the religious man all his life, and it is the religious man still who will not have the truth of the body. That we should come into evidence as the body of Christ is the most wonderful thing ever heard of in Scripture  or out of Scripture. 

    QuesWill the Jews be brought into reconciliation? 

    CACYes, I think Israel will be reconciled. Jehovah will become their righteousness, and they will be reconciled. The time is coming when He will say, This people have I formed for myself: they shall shew forth my praise (Isaiah 43: 21). Well, that must be a reconciled people. 

    The body is now made known through ministry. It is not enough that Christ should die, and be raised, and be glorified and the Spirit given  all that put together would not put the saints into the body. Therefore Pauls great service as the minister is essential. 

    RemAnd intelligence is needed. 

    CACGod knows how far we have got, and He wants us to understand the nature of the body, and that it is essential that every bit of the body should be of persons made perfect; that is, brought into such a state that nothing could possibly be added to them. 

    RemThe Lord said to Saul, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? (Acts 26: 14). 

    CACThat is the point, they were His body, Christ was coming out in them. Paul was persecuting them because they were really His body. 

    The ministry helps us into divine thoughts that would never enter the creature mind; and Paul is ministering them to us tonight. This mystery was hidden from ages and from generations, but has now been made manifest to his saints; to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory (verses 26, 27). No one can have the hope of glory until Christ is in them, and that is the character of the mystery. God is bringing it about that Christ is really and spiritually in people who were once poor and alienated Gentiles; and Paul is labouring that this shall be worked out in result. You could not think of Christ being in a person and there being nothing to indicate it. J.N.D. said, If you are in Christ, Christ is in you, and if Christ is in you, take care that nothing but Christ comes out of you. As Christ is livingly in me I correspond with the glory, and I can look for it happily and joyfully. 

    So the apostle is labouring according to Gods working, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ (verse 28). That is what he is after; nothing short of that will do. It is only those perfect in Christ that can be in the body in any vital sense. It is the Gentiles, it is a collective thought, and it is the body because Christ is there. It would not be the body if Christ were not there, because it is His body. It comes out individually, Paul is dealing with individuals. And that is the object of all labouring and all ministry now, that every man should know what it is to be complete in Christ. Every man, it is those who come in range of Pauls ministry. Gods thought for every one of us is that each of us should be perfect in Christ. I can well understand that if we realise who Christ is and what Christ is, if we are blessed in that Man, and furnished in Him, and if everything God has given us is in that Man, such a man does not need anything from any other quarter; he is perfect in Christ. And that is what it means. It is not a question of attainment, but of obtaining it through the precious ministry of Paul; and none of us can obtain it anywhere else. Then the warning is that something crafty of the devil may come along and divert us from this. 

    RemWhom we announce, it says in verse 28. 

    CACIt is what is announced in Pauls ministry, and God was working this truth mightily in Pauls soul, so that he could not help bringing it to bear on anyone he met. It would be good if it were so with us. It shows how difficult it is to get these divine thoughts into the minds of people. It was difficult for Paul and it is just as difficult today. We see the impossibility of getting this thought of the body into the mind of any believer except by divine working and Pauls ministry going together. 

    RemWe have to be attracted by the thought of it. 

    CACTo begin with there are the glories of Christ, that is true leverage. He is the Creator, all things subsist together by Him, and reconciliation is by Him, and we are called to be the body of that glorious Man in heaven. We are His body to express Him. Anyone not expressing Christ could not be said to be in His body. It could hardly be said of those who minded their own things and not the things of Christ. 

    It is additional to what they had at Pentecost. Pentecost was not the climax of everything. Not one of them there knew anything at all about the body. Think of a poor old man in prison with scarcely enough food to eat, and yet the most mighty work of God on the earth was in that poor old man! And he was labouring in that day for what many Christians of that day knew nothing of. All that is for revelation is out now. The mystery is the last thing to complete the word of God, so we might say God has told out all His mind. Now, are we affected by it? 

    NOTES OF A READING Colossians 2: 1 - 15 The word combat (verse 1) would imply the very deep conflict the apostle went through for the Colossians. 

    CACAnd ourselves. It serves to show that the apostle was very conscious of the difficulties and the opposition. If we think of the greatness of Christ and the place that He is to fill for God, we must see that all the devices of the enemy will be brought into action to hinder the saints from apprehending it. So this chapter takes the character of warning. The first chapter is the positive ministry of Christ; and chapter 2 is mainly occupied with warning against influences that steal our hearts away from Christ; and the remainder of the epistle would show how this precious truth would work out in a practical way in the saints. I suppose we see it more in the third chapter than in any other part of Scripture. 

    RemIt is the features of Christ coming out in the body really. 

    CACYes, indeed; and there are certain conditions stated as necessary on the part of the saints if we are to be spiritually intelligent. That their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love (verse 2). I suppose we shall hardly get the full assurance of understanding apart from these conditions. They are such as the knowledge of God would bring about. The knowledge of God in love would give us encouraged hearts. It is when people are discouraged and disappointed that room is made for Satans efforts. United together in love is a love to one another because it is a knitting together. This combat is an agony of heart which the apostle had before God, like the agony of Epaphras in the last chapter. He was agonising in prayer with God (not exactly meeting the enemy), which is a very important service, especially if we see anything moving among the saints to take away their hearts from the sense of the greatness of Christ; and the whole cause of God would suffer, if saints were turned aside. So that with encouraged hearts and knit together in love, which is just the normal fruit of the gospel, we should be prepared to take in the wonderful thought of God as to the place Christ is to fill in the whole universe of bliss, for that is, I suppose, the thought of the mystery of God. It is the most comprehensive view of it that we get in Scripture, as I understand it. 

    RemRevelation 10 speaks of the mystery of God  His workings being completed. 

    CACYes, I think that all that has been hidden in the ways of God will be brought to an issue. It will be seen that God has been working secretly all the time with a specific end in view. That is very comforting for us when we see these great upheavals amongst the nations. We need to remember that all the while, God is working to His own great end. The mystery of God would include the place that Christ will fill in the whole universe of bliss. The assembly is the nearest circle, but there are other circles. The One who created all things must of necessity possess them. He created them, they subsist together by Him, and He is going to exercise His headship in view of blessing. Every family will own Him, and God would have us entertain that in our hearts in great reality now, because if that is the place He will have then, surely He has a right to have it in my heart now. The wonderful thing is that the saints of God in Christ Jesus have a world of their own, and men around us have no idea of it at all. We have to cultivate dwelling on these invisible things, which are the greatest realities there are. I suppose the headship of Christ is the greatest thing of all. It is no mere imagination with us. The world is full of shams and shadows, but the Christian has the privilege of living in a world of reality. How it would fortify us against the dangers mentioned here. 

    It is the privilege of each to hold the Head and to find we can draw out of this wonderful Person satisfaction for ourselves and for our brethren. It would go very much with out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water (John 7: 38). 

    RemIt would go with in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge (verse 3). 

    CACYes, and it is very wonderful that God should present Himself to us as acting in wisdom and knowledge. We know Him as acting in love, and He would like us to know Him as acting in this way; that is, the blessed God knows what He is doing. It says in Ephesians, He has abounded towards us in all wisdom and intelligence (chapter 1: 8)  that is on Gods part, He knows what He is about. These great things are not stated absolutely; they are matters of prayer; we need to have them before us. It is clear that we cannot be pleasing to God unless we are intelligent. If He is acting in wisdom and knowledge, His saints (or sons) must know what it is to have intelligence, or they do not satisfy the Fathers heart. 

    We do not get into everything at once, but as Christ and His glories are known in our hearts we have the key to everything that God has in mind for the universe. He says, I am going to make that blessed anointed Man Head of everything, and that is not only Head of the assembly, it is universal headship. There is not going to be a single thing in the vast universe of bliss that does not take character from Him. Will it not be good to be there! God desires us to have these things as objects of pursuit, even if we do not get far into them. We are to go after them; He is helping us all the time. 

    The apostle was able to recognise that the Colossians had really received the gospel from Epaphras. They were walking in assembly order and their faith in Christ was firm. Then we are to go on with what we have begun with: As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, 

    walk in him, rooted and built up in him (verses 6, 7). 

    There are different dangers: Philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ (verse 8). Then the Jewish element: we are not to be occupied with feasts and new moons (verse 16). Then human imagination, and then the man who worships angels, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh (verse 18); that is, he is dealing with imaginary things. All these things are present today. All that is losing sight of the headship of Christ. The test of these things is they are not according to Christ. I have sometimes seen a book in a shop window that I have thought I should like to read. Then I have asked myself, would it help me in the knowledge of Christ? It would not, and I have passed on. The philosophy of the world is exceedingly poor and small, whereas we have to do with One in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily, and we are filled full in Him. 

    QuesWould you tell us what the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Him bodily means? 

    CACWell, it means more than I can say. 

    QuesIt refers, would you say, to His present position, and includes His manhood? 

    CACYes. It dwells in Him bodily, not merely spiritually. It dwells in the body of that glorious Man in heaven, and we can come into it; and nothing to be known of God is outside that Man. God has set forth all that He is in that glorified Man. There is nothing in creation to set forth all that He is, everything is there in Christ; if we want to know the Father we must learn it in Him. 

    RemThe footnote (d, Darby Translation) reads, The fulness or completeness of the Godhead is in Christ, as towards us; and we, as towards God, are complete in him. 

    CACIt is one of the most extraordinary statements in Scripture because it is infinite. 

    QuesWould you explain why the Godhead is brought in here? 

    CACTo bring in all that belongs to God, all that is set forth in God the Father and the Son and the Spirit. You could not leave out one Person or it would not be the fulness of the Godhead. All that the creature can know of God is set forth in a glorified Man. In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily (verse 9); and a soul not established in grace might say, that frightens me! Paul goes on to say, And ye are complete in him; and that takes us up in suitability to the fulness of the Godhead. You are filled full in Christ; I do not want anything but Christ! We are not in liberty in the assembly unless it is so, not free to worship, which implies we know God and know that we are perfectly suitable to Him. How could I worship unless I knew I was suitable? Viewed as the body we have not anything outside Christ, we are filled full in Him, there is not a desire outside Him. If I am wanting a hundred and one things outside Christ I am not really in the body. 

    We enter into things now as seeing them in a risen and glorified Man. The interesting question was asked me the other day, why in the hymn book we never dwell on the perfections of Christ as Man here in detail. The spouse in the Song of Songs describes everything relating to her Beloved in detail, not in a general way. I believe it is because as in the assembly we view the Lord in another position and are not engaged with the greatness that came out in Him here as Man in flesh and blood, for we start with His death. The first thing before us when we come together for the Supper is His death as the ground on which we can participate in His life as risen and ascended and glorified. It is in that condition that we are all of one with Him; so that we do not dwell on the features that came out in Him down here. It would not be quite suitable to the occasion, because we know Him as risen and glorified. 

    QuesWhat would you say as to the burnt-offering? 

    CACYou could hardly have raised an illustration that better confirms what I am saying, because by contrast in the meat-offering the sweet savour goes up to Jehovah, but it was food for the priest to eat. The perfections of Christ here are for our contemplation and we are to feed on Him, but is not that different from the service of the assembly? All His perfections are treasured in the hearts of His saints, but then we think of all His perfections that have come out in His death, and the saints begin there. 313:1 comes nearest to it, but even there they are looked at as going up to the Father as a sweet savour. The saints treasure them but we could have no link with Him on this side of death, but in resurrection. This chapter speaks of it, Buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him (verse 12). It puts us on new ground. This is the whole truth of the matter. We begin with Christ disclosing all His perfections in death, we do not go back to His path here, we go on to dwell on the new position He takes up as risen and glorified. It is new ground. As we sing in 95:3, 

    The glories of His work we bring, Thee glorified we see; 
His deep perfections gladly sing, And tell them forth to Thee. 
 

    NOTES OF A READING Colossians 2: 8 - 15 The concern of Paul here was that the hearts of these Colossian saints, and ours, might be so furnished that we may be unmoved by delusions and persuasive speech and by those who would lead us away as a prey by philosophy and vain deceit. If we apprehend the greatness and fulness of Christ we should be preserved. 

    This scripture shows us that after having had a faithful ministry of Christ such as the Colossians had through Epaphras, and having received the Christ and being marked by faith in Christ Jesus, and walking in the beautiful order of 1 Corinthians  assembly order  yet they were in danger and needed further enrichment in the knowledge of Christ. They needed a further ministry of Christ beyond what Epaphras could give them. Epaphras seems to have told Paul, I have told them as much as I know, I see they are in danger, they need something more. So Paul writes this epistle to give them a deeper and fuller ministry of Christ than they had yet received. Paul was in an agony of exercise about us all, because we all come in amongst these who have not seen his face in flesh. His great concern was that there might be conditions with us, our hearts encouraged and united together in love, so that we might be able to apprehend all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge (verses 2, 3). If we get hold of that, the enemy has nothing to offer that is tempting. 

    QuesWhat is the mystery of God? 

    CACI suppose the mystery of God is Gods great design to make everything centre in Christ. It would go out wider than the church, it would be that great design which is altogether veiled from the eyes of men, Gods great design to set everything of Himself forth in Christ and to make Christ the great Fountain head out of which the whole universe will be filled with delight for God  that is the mystery of God. We are all acquainted with what is in view but God would bring us to what is behind the scenes and that is the greatness of Christ. If the greatness of Christ gets hold of our hearts, everything that is the product of mans mind is seen to be empty. The Colossians had lived vile lives. There was a time past when the apostle could say, You lived in certain things, vile things. Now grace has come in and delivered them from vile things, but Satan was going to work subtly to capture them by things of the mind, elevated things, things that appeal to intellect and reason, and they were in danger. I suppose we are surrounded today by a world of intellect, and it all appeals to us. If we have any mind at all, the world of intellect appeals to us, and we need to be fortified against it by the sense of the greatness of Christ. Nothing will preserve us from the world of intellect but Christ; it is more subtle than the world of lust. There is a very large building in this country, a beautiful building; it carries a large inscription on one side which says, There is nothing great on earth but man. If you go round the other side of the building you will see a corresponding inscription which says, There is nothing greater in man than mind. That carries engraved in stone the convictions of men, and there is no room there for Christ. Of course all the philosophy and reasonings of men lead you nowhere; their wonderful investigations into the secrets of nature, their wonderful discoveries and theories, if you follow them up, as I once said to a scientific man, where do you get to? He said, We come up against a blank wall. That is where philosophy, the teachings of men, the elements of the world and the mind of men land you, at a blank wall. Evolution too leads you to a blank wall, and God is behind the wall, and you cannot reach Him. What a contrast when Paul speaks of One in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily! You cannot have a more striking contrast. On the one hand we get the intellect of men and their speculations and enquiries, reasonings and philosophy  a blank wall; you see on the other side what God presents. He presents a glorious Man, One whom we can apprehend, for He is a Man and the fulness of the Godhead is in that Man bodily. Who would exchange that for a blank wall? It is well for us to see what things really are. The whole activity of the mind of man in an intellectual way for six thousand years leads him to a blank wall. God is behind the wall and they cannot reach Him. There is nothing greater in man than mind: what a positive lie of Satan. There is something far greater in man than mind; he has a spirit that he has received from God, the spirit that God made for the very purpose of man having to do with Him; that is something far greater in man than mind. The blessed truth of God meets all the need of the spirit of man. We want God and God wants us. He is the Father of spirits, not of minds. God is concerned and His beloved servant was in an agony that in our spirits we might know the mystery of God. Everything that is of God centres in Christ, the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily. If philosophy, the teachings of men and the elements of the world lead us to a blank wall, that will not do. Our spirits crave for the knowledge of God, we must have God, the exercise is awakened for God. That is what John means when he speaks of thirsting. I am not speaking now about conviction of sin or the sense of being in the good of atonement, but there is such a thing as thirst for God. The creature must have God, and the answer to that is, the fulness of the Godhead dwells in that glorious Man bodily. What God proposes in the gospel is that we should know all about Himself that it is possible for the creature to know, so that we may come into the riches of the full assurance of understanding, and that we may know all the things that to the natural man would be behind a blank wall. 

    RemThe psalmist says, My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God (Psalm 42: 2). 

    CACYes, there is a sense that comes into the soul of distance from God but wanting God; in a sense I have not got God and I want Him. Then in the gospel God says, I want you, I want you to know Me. God sets forth everything, that is the idea of the fulness of the Godhead. Every element that goes to make up the knowledge of God is in Christ; every feature, every characteristic, every spiritual quality, every attribute of Gods blessed nature, all that is included in the fulness, and it all dwells in a risen and glorified Man now in heaven, it dwells in Him bodily. 

    Ques. Why is it bodily? 

    CACDoes that not show how the whole mystery of God hangs upon the incarnation? Bodily suggests that the whole truth of the incarnation is there, so that God has come into evidence in a tangible form. It is remarkable that when John speaks of the Word of life he says, Which ... our hands handled (l John 1: 1), he speaks of what he had heard, seen and contemplated, what his hands had handled, showing the tangibleness of it, showing what the incarnation has brought about. All that is spiritual has become tangible so that we might apprehend it. All the philosophy of men is intangible, the whole system of speculation that floats about in the air; and the only substance to be found is a blank wall. When we come to Christ, all the fulness of the Godhead is set forth in a Man in a body. We need to pray for the apprehension of what is presented to us. God is telling us about this tonight, that the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily. We accept it and now we have to pray for apprehension that we may be able to grasp it intelligently, so that what is set forth in Christ may be apprehended. 

    QuesOur eyes are opened in the gospel, but is spiritual sight necessary to see all this? 

    CACYes, spiritual sight is necessary, and the riches of the full assurance of understanding; that is the line we are on here. The Christian is the most intelligent man that lives. It is not that you discard the mind of man because it is elevated, but you discard it because it is debased, unholy and infidel; it finds pleasure in leaving God out. Scripture says, All his thoughts are, There is no God! (Psalm 10: 4). So in the first chapter of this epistle it speaks of being enemies in mind (verse 21). The mind of man is hostile to God, but the Christian as having a renewed mind has a mind of an elevated character, and he has an understanding far superior to that of the natural mind. I think the Lord is exercising us at the present time about the greatness of the incarnation. We have all professed to believe that a divine Person became Man, and we do believe it in a certain sense, but we have not apprehended the greatness of it; that calls for exercise and prayer and meditation, it calls for enlargement. There is an immensity there to be explored which will fill eternity, but all that is set forth in the fulness of the Godhead is set forth to be apprehended, not to be unknown and unappreciated. I think the fulness of the Godhead is not exactly the being of God which is inscrutable, but the fulness means there is not a detail wanting, not an element of any part of Gods nature and character that is not set forth for our apprehension. Nothing is held in reserve that it is possible to know. There are things in the Deity which it is impossible for the creature to know; there must ever be an immense distance between the Creator and the creature, between God and His creature, but the Fulness conveys to us the thought of the completeness that is set forth of everything that can be known of God by the creature; all is there in Christ. 

    QuesIs Godhead a relative term? 

    CACI thought so. It is the Godhead viewed in relation to the creature, so that in chapter 1 we are told, In him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to itself, ... whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens (verses 20, 21). It is the fulness of the Godhead viewed in relation to creation. 

    QuesWhat you speak of in Deity is unknown except to divine Persons, but is the Godhead more in relation to creation? 

    CACI thought so. In Colossians the whole scope of creation comes into view, the whole sphere in which God has operated in creation comes into view. That I believe is the mystery of God, and it stands in relation to the whole of creation. Therefore you get a view of Christ here which goes far beyond what He is to us; we see that He is ever so much greater than what would be, for instance, needed to fill the church; that does not exceed His ability. 

    QuesWould reconciling all things to Itself go as far as creation? 

    CACI thought so. Of course, things in the heavens and things on the earth take in all that man can take knowledge of, and it is all going to be reconciled and be made pleasurable to God. The wonderful thing is that the mystery of God lies in this, that God has designed that Christ shall be the Head of the whole created universe. 

    RemThat would be chapter 1: 16. 

    CACYes. By Him were created all things. Christ is the Creator of all things, but then having created all things He has actually come into the system which He created. God in the Person of Christ not only created, but has come into the creation by becoming Man; He has taken up a place in the creation and therefore He can be spoken of as the Firstborn of all creation. If the Creator comes into the created system He must take the first place in it, He could have no other place. He takes the first place and He is going to be Head of the whole creation, so that there will not be a single thing in the universe that is according to God that does not derive from Christ. It is a great thing to get hold of that remarkable fact. 

    QuesIs chapter 1: 18 a new sphere; is it in resurrection that He actually takes the place of the Beginning? 

    CACYes. He takes that place as having died; that is the wonderful thing. Sin came into the created universe, and if it was all to be reconciled to God, it must be on the basis which secured the removal of sin according to the pleasure of God. So the Creator has become a Man in order that He might die; death is the divine penalty attaching to sin, and the Creator has become Man in order that through death He might effect reconciliation. It is a divine Person who has become Man and who has gone into death; He is going to be the Head of all creation. That is the greatness of Christ, and where is philosophy after that? The verses we are speaking of go on to say, Ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority. 

    QuesI should like to ask what is involved in that word complete? 

    CACThe way we are set up with God is equal to the way in which God is set before us in Christ. The fulness of the Godhead is set before us in Christ; it is absolutely complete, not an element lacking on that side; and on the other side we are complete in the same blessed Person. We are just as complete in the way we are set up in the presence of the fulness of the Godhead  as complete in every detail  as the outshining of God in Christ is complete; that is christianity. You cannot think of adding anything to that. What is philosophy? It does not appeal to you one bit. The word complete is really filled full (see note d, Darby Translation). In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; and ye are complete [filled full] in him. It is fulness on our side. What we need to see is that Christ has taken on the side of creation. The Creator has taken a place on the side of creation that He might fill all creation out of His own fulness, and in so doing He secures a perfect answer to everything there is in the fulness of the Godhead. We have a whole creation  heaven and earth  answering perfectly to God, and that for eternity. The assembly is the first family to be brought into the understanding and apprehension of it, so that we may glorify God for the greatness of that mystery which He has made known to us. It is most blessed to see that everything is going to answer perfectly to God because the perfect answer is secured in Christ, the One in whom the fulness of the Godhead was brought out to us in every detail. In that same Person every detail on the side of the creature has been secured in absolute perfection. It is secure in the Head, and what is secured in the Head abides for eternity. 

    We want to pray for apprehension of the Head. We pray a great deal for realisation, but what we mean really is apprehension, that is what we want. The realisation is in Christ; it is all realised and verified in Christ, but we have to come into the spiritual apprehension of it; it is all there to be apprehended. As we come into it we get these wonderful riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God. Then we become men of stature; we graduate in the university of God. 

    I thought there was a figure of this in the tabernacle where you have certain vessels in which what is of God is set forth. There are the ark, the mercy-seat and the candlestick all of gold; they set forth what is divine; you might say the fulness of the Godhead is set forth in these things. But then you also get the table and the golden altar; in these you have the answer. The golden table sustained the twelve loaves representing all Israel  all the people of God are sustained there in a way that corresponded with the vessels in which what is purely divine is set forth. In the golden altar you have the thought of approach to God; it is equal to the revelation. Then you have another thing, you have the priests. There is a long chapter (Exodus 28) describing the vestments of the priests; they are for glory and for ornament. If you study the robes of the priests, the breastplate and the shoulder-pieces, etc., you will find that there is everything there which corresponds with the glory of God. There is correspondence in a man so that before the system broke down by the sin of Nadab and Abihu, Aaron could go in in his garments of beauty and ornament as the one who corresponded perfectly with the glory of God. He could go in representing all the people, he was the head. Israel had a head in Aaron, and until the system broke down it represented typically the outshining of God on the one side, and then the priestly head corresponded in every detail with the pleasure of God. You might have said to any Israelite, Are you perfectly furnished in relation to God? If he had been an intelligent man he would have said, Yes, I am perfectly complete in Aaron, I have a priestly head who is there in perfect suitability to God; I am complete in him. The priest is head. The whole system is secured and maintained in Christ as Head and we are complete in Him; He is Head of all principality and authority. These poor Colossians did not know what they were doing, they were worshipping angels. Paul corrects them by saying that the Christ, in whom you are complete, is the Head of all principality and authority. There is not a dignity, not a created being in the universe of God, to whom Christ does not stand as Head. 

    What a moment it will be when God brings Him out as the Firstborn! He is going to bring Him into the habitable world as the Firstborn; then what will be the first thing to happen? All the angels of God will worship their Head, that is the mystery of God, and that is the explanation of the marvellous scene in Revelation 5 where we find the twenty-four elders singing the song of redemption; they are ascribing worthiness and honour to the Lamb because He was slain and had redeemed to God by His blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation. That has to do with men, and then we find the Spirit of God introduces a marvellous company; their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands. It is the whole universal assembly of heaven, and they all celebrate their Head. They cannot say that He has redeemed them, but they celebrate Him as their glorious Head. That is the greatness of Christ, and God has privileged us to come together to learn it even now in the time when Christ is despised; God has shown us this to teach us a little more that we are filled full in Him. 

    It is wonderful to see what a great Person He is. This is the great divine conception, that there never will be any feature in the creation that answers to God that did not originate in Christ. He brings in every feature that answers to God, all comes in in the Head. Israel will have to learn this same lesson, they will have to learn that everything that is of God and for God is brought in in the Head. When they see that, they will bless themselves in Him, Men shall bless themselves in him (Psalm 72: 17). 

    I believe it is the apprehension of this that prepares us for circumcision; we begin to see that everything that is of the flesh is an encumbrance, a thing it would be a relief to get rid of. I do not think that any of us will come to the truth of circumcision until we are thankful to be circumcised. You get such a sense of how you are filled full in Christ that everything derived from Adam becomes not only unnecessary but an offensive intrusion, that you are ready to say the happiest day in your life would be the day when you could cut it off. Now God says, I have done it for you, I have cut it off in the circumcision of Christ, in Christs death. Paul says, Far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 6: 14). He is not facing the cross as a terrible thing but as the proper ground of glory. He says, I will glory in having done with the world and with the flesh. Why? Because he knew what it was to be filled full in Christ. If we get an apprehension of Christ as Head, we shall have done with the mind of man, the intellect and speculations of man; we shall have done with that and with the body of the flesh. I believe there is an intentional contrast thrown by the Spirit of God between the bodily form in which the fulness of the Godhead dwells and the body of the flesh which comprises the totality of everything we derive from the fallen man. All that man is in mind and body, the Christian is privileged to know, has been cut off for him in the circumcision of the Christ, and he gladly falls in with what God has done. That is the lesson we all need to learn; I believe those of us who know it best, know it but imperfectly. In the presence of the greatness of Christ and in the sense of what it is to be complete, filled full in Him, we should be very thankful for circumcision and burial by baptism. We do not come to it until we are thankful for it; it comes in the way of relief. We see how God has freed us; He has filled us full in our Head, and we do not want any other. Christ has come into the place of sinful flesh, and that sinful flesh has been cut off vicariously in His death. We come into the apprehension of it, so it forms no part of our spiritual status at all. We are entitled to be with God as completely apart from the flesh as if we were already in heaven. It is a faith position, and we can be with God in that faith position and rejoice in it. We do not feel it has cut us off from the things we should like, but it has cut us off from the things we dislike because we are enriched in all the greatness of Christ. That is a remarkable truth of christianity. 

    NOTES OF A READING Colossians 2: 9 - 23 Apparently the Colossians stood in the truth of Romans and also of 1 Corinthians. The apostle says, Seeing your order, which would be 1 Corinthians, and The firmness of your faith in Christ, which would be Romans surely. I suppose that is for most of us here tonight; we know something of having come to faith in Christ according to Romans and have some idea of assembly order according to l Corinthians, but the apostle is anxious to bring us on to something further; that is, the truth of the body and the headship of Christ. 

    It is remarkable that when the truth of the assembly was recovered a little more than one hundred years ago, it came about through a young clergyman in Ireland getting the thought that there was a Head in heaven. Then the next thought he got was, if there is a Head in heaven, there is a body on earth. He got hold of two immense spiritual realities that had not been known at all since the departure of the apostles. 

    RemThe reception of the truth of the Reformation would be the reception of Romans, so that what follows would be in a way moral sequence. 

    CACOf course what has marked the revival of the truth in the last one hundred years, I suppose, is the saints coming to the reality of what it is to be risen with Christ. 

    RemWould it be a matter of spiritual state or of position? 

    CACI thought it was what we received from God as light, and therefore it comes by faith; it is through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead (verse 12). The great thought of being complete in Christ is at the basis of all this. 

    QuesWhy is it put, Ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority? 

    CACHe wishes to bring before us the wide and immense scope that comes under the Head. Head of all principality and authority. Well, that gives a wonderful touch to the thought of being complete in Him. That is, every power in dignity or eminence is to take character from Christ. It is a fact that the saints are complete in Him. We have to receive that as a divine statement, and then seek to understand what is involved in it. 

    RemBoth are positive facts, Who is head of all principality and authority, and Ye are complete in him. 

    CACIf God did not state things in that way we should never get hold of them. He states how they are in His mind; God knows well enough what is in His mind and He wants the saints to come to what is in His mind. It is a comfort to see we have nothing to do but come to what is in Gods mind. This would make us willing to accept circumcision. If you are complete in Christ you can very well afford to dispense with the other man who is not. 

    I think principality and authority might go beyond the earth. I suppose the principalities and powers of which Christ is Head will not have to be set aside, but there are others which God has spoiled and exposed in their evil character and triumphed over them. We have to do not only with mans wickedness but with powers greater than man which have a great influence on him. Our conflict is with principalities and powers in heavenly places, powers of darkness and of evil, powers that do not acknowledge the headship of Christ, and that very fact exposes them as evil. I think men are today largely the dupes of these powers. Man prides himself on originating all kinds of thoughts that are against God and against Christ, but he does not originate them. 

    QuesDo we not travel through Romans and Corinthians in the thought of headship and now reach Colossians? 

    CACWe get the Head in a new way in Colossians, as the Source of everything. It is to bring us in our minds to see that everything centres in and proceeds from this great and glorious Person  a divine Person come into manhood and now risen and glorified  and that His death is really what cuts us off from the man we were once identified with to come under this new and glorious Head. So we all have to be circumcised with the circumcision of Christ, and that is His death. 

    RemI suppose reconciliation would be the same thing. 

    CACWe have to come into line with this in our minds, as what is in the mind of God (we are not actually raised with Christ), and we are privileged to see that the death of Christ is really what cuts us off from the man we were once linked with. Hence He leads us on to see that there is a body that stands in definite relation to Him as Head. It is remarkable that there is nothing about sonship, or children, or the church as the wife or bride of Christ here; it is all about the body. All that is in the body proceeds from Christ, The body is of Christ (verse 17). 

    Circumcision is an inward exercise, as it says in Romans, of the heart, in spirit (chapter 2: 29). Thus baptism follows circumcision in Colossians, and is burial with Christ. It is the apprehension of what took place in His death, really the end of all I am as in the flesh. It was actually the end of that man before God, not in me, but in Christ. Well then, what sort of place do I want in the world? Every true believer would say, What hinders my being baptised? (Acts 8: 36). Then there is what answers to it in the public position, and then what follows  for here baptism takes us as far as resurrection  there is the coming up out of the water. Baptism is at the Red Sea; in the type they were not circumcised until over the Jordan. So that publicly we have to be in accord with our baptism. I remember once being offered a book on baptism, stated on the cover to be written by a B.A. I asked the one who offered it, Does that attach to the man that went down into the water or to the man that came up? I suppose to the man that went down, was the answer. I said, Well, I do not care to read what is written about baptism by a man not knowing anything about it. 

    RemThe circumcision of the Christ (verse 11)  the truth of it is all set out there. 

    CACYes, it shows how God has brought everything into the death of Christ  the whole thing is gone  the old man gone. 

    RemAll three  circumcision, baptism and being raised  are necessary if we are to be here as part of the body. 

    CACIt is most important to see that. 

    QuesWould it be like Romans 6, identification with Him? 

    CACIn Romans he looks on to it as future; here it is something we are brought to at the present time. It is nothing in me; we are brought to the mind of God, that God has raised Christ from among the dead; and if I have the faith of that, I can take the ground of having been raised. We have to be quickened to be in the conscious good of it; that is, the saints are made to live in their affections in the truth of being risen with Christ. Now that is a thing to pray about, because quickening is an actual operation of God; that is, we are either quickened or not quickened. He is the only One who can make us live in our affections in relation to Christ as risen with Him. It is incomprehensible to an unconverted man in the world. What is remarkable is that God is said to have done so much. He has quickened, forgiven offences, effaced the handwriting in ordinances, spoiled principalities and powers  God has done it all. 

    RemQuickening puts you right outside mans world. A risen man is not coming back to the earth, he is going to heaven. 

    QuesThere are two states in verses 11 and 13: 

    circumcised and uncircumcised. In whom also ye have been circumcised, is that how we come to it? 

    CACYes, and by the quickening power. Quickening is always out of death. It has been said that resurrection is relative to all that is behind it, and quickening is relative to what is before. We are quickened for an entirely new order of things outside of the region of death entirely, and we ought to touch this character of things, especially when we are in assembly. 

    QuesWould you say John 20 touches this quickening power? 

    CACYes, it is really the life of the risen Man breathed into them. How could you live in this life without quickening? It is a marvellous thought to me, that we should have the life of Christ. For quickening causes one to live in ones affections in all these wonderful things that have come to light in the death of Christ. I pray constantly, I think daily, for this quickening power. 

    RemThe Holy Spirit is vital for this. 

    CACThere is no doubt it is very connected with the Holy Spirit, but that is not brought in in Colossians. It is here rather the fulness of Christ and what we may derive from His fulness, and everything being set aside in His death that is contrary to God, so that we may be set free from ordinances, and so on. 

    QuesHe made a show of them publicly. When was that? 

    CACI suppose it was done at the cross. There were certain powers acting against Christ  the chief priests, the rulers and Pilate  but behind these men were certain powers of the invisible world prompting them, and God stripped these powers, making manifest that they were all against Christ. The ruler of this world is judged (John 16: 11). The fact is he led the world to the point of crucifying Christ  that was his judgment. What did Peter and Paul think of the leaders of Israel when they crucified Christ? 

    They were all exposed and God has triumphed over them. It looked like public defeat, but actually Christ was the Victor. 

    RemHaving nailed it to the cross, it says (verse 14). 

    CACIt would seem that these Gentiles of Colosse had subjected themselves to ordinances. Why as if alive in the world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances? (verse 20). They had signed their name to it (see note g, verse 14). The same thing is seen today. People sign the pledge, for instance. 

    RemThat is not circumcision. 

    CACNo, exactly the contrary, it is just what Paul is condemning. Every obligation of that kind that I have put myself under has been nailed to the cross. 

    RemIt is applied to the man in the flesh. 

    CACA Christian as a dead and risen man is on quite a different ground. What is very good for man in the flesh is positively evil when brought into christianity. All these things apply to a living man. If I have come to it that I have died with Christ, I do not think of signing a pledge that I will not drink, and so on. If the thing is nailed to the cross of Christ it is very foolish for me to go on with it. All that could be imposed as an ordinance on man in the flesh is what Christ suffered for to make an end of. 

    RemSo that Christ Himself came under law, come of woman, come under law (Galatians 4: 4). 

    CACBut then there was an end of that when He died; it had no more to say to Him. That was all ended when He gave up His spirit. It really comes to this: there is a body now which is of Christ, so that all these other things are a shadow. It is a great thing for us to get hold of the fact that we are of the body. I think it is much more difficult to get at than the thought of children or sons. 

    The substance is the body; all the substance of things now for God is in the body, all that is derived from Christ. Nothing in me that is not of Christ is the body, The body is of Christ. It is what is so little understood. We see here it is outside all that is religious. The enemy was on the line of introducing what was religious in a fleshly way. The apostle is anxious to show them they are really outside all that. So that to be turned aside to these things was to be fraudulently deprived of their prize. Humility is a devilish thing when it does not give place to Christ. I have in my time come across people proud of their humility. And not holding fast the head (verse 19)  that is the important matter. 

    QuesAnd that is connected with the body. Will you say a word on Increases with the increase of God (verse 19)? 

    CACIt is, All the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God. It is a remarkable thing; there are no gifts in Colossians, but there are joints and bands, and so far as I see, a sister might be a joint and band as much as a brother. I think the reason is He is seeking to put each one of us in direct personal contact with the Head. If He had bestowed a gift, the gift might be between Him and me, and He says, I want you in personal contact with Myself. It is sweet to think of it. I am in a position in which I can draw directly from the Head and get something for myself, something perhaps that no saint ever got before. The body is of the Head and draws everything from the Head, and would move together beautifully. As children of God we are all alike, as sons of God we are all alike, but in the body we are not nor shall we be to all eternity; we are co-ordinated. 

    What is given by the Head is never given to be kept by the individual who gets it, but for the good of the body. We should all be ready to talk about what we get. There would be wonderful power if all the saints were free to talk about what they get from the Head. 

    The gifts in Ephesians come from the ascended Christ, but not from the Head. The body increases with the increase of God. It is intended to come out as the saints are together so that it is seen that there is a spiritual formation there that is of God  that is of God and for God. Indeed, F.E.R. used to tell us the body was the worshipping company. 

    NOTES OF A READING Colossians 2: 9 - 23 Certain things follow upon the apprehension of being complete, or filled full in Christ, the Head. Circumcision and burial follow in the spiritual setting of this chapter; they follow upon the apprehension of being filled full in Christ, so the cutting off of the flesh is seen to be a positive advantage. It is important to see that it says, In whom also ye have been circumcised; that is, it is not in yourself. Circumcision is a question of cutting off, and burial is a question of putting out of sight; they are both negative. When it is a question of being raised with Christ, that is the positive side, so we begin with the apprehension of being filled full in the Head. We were speaking last week of the greatness of the Head. He is Head of all principality and authority, not only Head for men, but Head over everything that has dignity and authority and eminence in the moral universe. He is great enough to be Head of the whole of Gods universe; so if we are filled full in Him we have a wonderful furnishing; nothing that is of the flesh is required to fill out that furnishing. We do not want even the best bit of the flesh; if we could have flesh in the most beautiful, refined, intellectual or religious form, we do not want it because it is not Christ. Being filled full in Christ, we are not only made spiritually independent of any contribution from the flesh, but we begin to see that any contribution from the flesh is obnoxious. It would be introducing a wrong element, something altogether foreign to Gods universe. All Gods moral universe is brought into view; how great it is, and it is all going to be filled out of the greatness of Christ. There is a complete furnishing in the fulness of Christ, and it is a furnishing in His fulness, not out of it. We do not draw out of it but we are brought into the vastness and moral splendour of it. 

    Then in Him also we are circumcised. There is a new kind of circumcision. The apostle speaks of a circumcision made without hands. That is to show it is a moral and spiritual thing. It is not a circumcision in the flesh, done by human hands  the hand of man cannot circumcise the heart and spirit  this is circumcision of the heart, in spirit. We were saying lately that when God introduces a thought He never gives it up. You cannot find anything God has introduced in the Old Testament that He has given up. He has secured it all in christianity in a greater and more real and spiritual way. So now instead of men being circumcised in the flesh, they are circumcised in the heart, in spirit. Paul tells the Romans that that is the true character of circumcision; that is, it is something inward, in contrast with burial, which is public. Circumcision is connected with the inward exercises of our hearts and spirits, and nobody knows anything about it; a man who is buried disappears from the public view. We get in circumcision and burial what may be called the inward and the outward  one has to do with the heart and with the spirit, and the other has to do with the public life. 

    There is an inward filling, a filling full in Christ; it is what you apprehend in your soul. He is adequate to fill the moral universe of God, so there will not be a vestige of anything in Gods moral universe, nor in the angelic world, or anywhere else, that is not headed up in Christ. If I am filled full in that great and glorious Person then I apprehend another thing, that in Christ, in the Head, I am circumcised, not in a fleshly way but in a spiritual way. Circumcision not done by hand in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ. It is important to notice that the Authorised Version says, Putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, but it should be the putting off of the body of the flesh, that is the totality of it. Everything that we derive from Adam, all that has been put off in the circumcision of the Christ, has been cut off in the death of Christ. There comes a moment when we value the thought of it. I remember the day when I first appreciated that thought as a blessed deliverance  that every atom of the flesh was cut off in the death of Christ. You come to it secretly in your mind and heart; you can tell God how thankful you are to be circumcised in Christ. It is most delivering and emancipating. You arrive at this inwardly, it is a secret between yourself and God. 

    QuesWe may see the light of it, but what about the power? 

    CACIt is not altogether a question of power but of illumination, light in the soul; God gives you this light in Christ. You have been circumcised with this spiritual circumcision which means a complete cutting off of the flesh in the death of Christ. It comes to you as a relief and you apprehend it. You have been trying, perhaps, to make something of this old flesh, to tinker it up in some way, but you come to appreciate that it is cut off. 

    QuesDoes it go further than oneself? 

    CACYes. We taste it first as liberty in regard to ourselves, but it is far reaching, it is the flesh in its totality, not only in me but in every other man. We do not look for contributions from the flesh; it can only be an intrusion and obnoxious. There is deliverance from the whole system in which flesh could have a place. It is very wide in that way, but the soul comes to it as the light of deliverance, so it is a relief and comfort to know it, because we want to think everything of Christ; we want Him to have the first place in all things. We do not want to be like Ishmael who was circumcised outwardly but not in heart and spirit. When Isaac came in  the one with whom was Gods covenant  he mocked. Ishmael represents very much the religious flesh of today, taking the ground of being separated to God, circumcised one might say formally, but not inwardly, and so he mocks at Christ. Is everything to be made of Christ and am I to be nothing? Am I to have no place at all? That is Ishmaels view of Him. 

    QuesIs it necessary that we should know something of this before we can know anything of what God has before Him for us in Christ? 

    CACYes, it comes in on the way to the apprehension of being risen with Christ. As we are risen with Christ, a sphere of life comes into view and it is in that sphere of life that the wealth of the inheritance can be entered upon and enjoyed. 

    The test as to how far this inward process has gone on with us comes out when it is a question of burial; that answers in a public way to the inward exercise of circumcision. Buried with him in baptism takes us a little further than Romans. In Romans you are baptised, you are committed to the thing; it is ground on which you are set publicly and formally as having faith in Christ. You are set in a certain position. We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life (Romans 6: 4). We have been committed to it, every baptised person is committed to it. But it seems to me that in Colossians it is looked at as being come to intelligently, so that there is no desire to bring into public evidence the man after the flesh. You can take a position publicly in which that man is kept out of sight. I will give a simple illustration to make it clear. I had a book put into my hand some little time ago by a Christian, which he was anxious I should read. It was a pamphlet on baptism and it said on the cover that it was written by so and so, B.A. I asked the man who offered it to me, Which man do you think the B.A. attaches to, to the man who went down into the water, or the one who comes up? He replied, I suppose it must attach to the man who went down. I said then, Why are you asking me to read a book written by a man who puts outside it that he does not know anything about baptism? It would be quite different for a man to put B.A. or any other letters on his brass plate if he were a schoolmaster or a doctor because that gives him professional status in the world. But I would not like him to advertise B.A. if he were going to preach the gospel, as if it gave him status as a servant of Christ or a Christian. That is where burial comes in, as to whether we take any place publicly that brings the man after the flesh into evidence. It is testing. We may not do it in a glaring way like that, but we are very apt to do it in some way, and while professing to hold all this truth we can be very inconsistent with burial. We do not want to bring in the man after the flesh with his intellect, his mind or any of his ways, we do not want to bring him into evidence. Your desire and your prayer if you have come to apprehend baptism is that you do not want a bit of the flesh to come into view. That leads to a public character of walk which is consistent with the truth, and people can take account of that. 

    It is a wonderful thing to have come to, that Christ is our life. Is Christ my life? It is just in the same sense that the world is the life of the worldling; if you could take the world away from him, you have taken away his life, for he has no other life; he would tell you so. For the Christian, Christ has become his life; everything that is truly life is Christ. It is very marvellous that One who is hidden in heaven should be our life, that He should be the very life of people living down here. If we rejoice in Him with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory (1 Peter 1: 8), He is our life; it is a very good commentary on this. 

    All this is leading on to the great truth of being raised with Christ. There is a thought of what has emerged in a sphere of life. There has been a wonderful working of God in raising Christ from the dead; Christ has emerged, He has been in death, He has been buried, but by the working of God He has emerged into a sphere of life. We could not possibly bring Christ back into the life of this world. If Christ cannot be brought back, and I am filled full in Christ, and circumcised in Him, and buried in baptism, I am ready to apprehend the wonderful working of God. It is a question of faith, it is not realisation but apprehension. It is in Christ, in whom (it is not in baptism) we are raised by faith of the working of God who raised Him from the dead. It would be very helpful to us if we realised that we cannot bring Christ back into the life of the world. Mary would have been glad to bring the Lord back into the life of the world; yet not even His life could be brought back, though it was a life so perfect and delightful to God, nothing in it offensive to God but everything pleasing to God. Love could not bring Him back. The Lord says to Mary, Touch me not; you cannot bring Me back. If there is to be company with Him it must be on His side; He is not coming back to our side, we must go to His side. I have often thought it is illustrated in David speaking of his child dying. David says, I shall go to him, but he will not return to me (2 Samuel 12: 23). You can apply that to Christ: He has gone out of this world by death and burial. He has emerged from death by the working of God. It is impossible to bring Him back to the life of the world, but we can be associated with Him in life outside the world; that is the simple truth of christianity. We have to come to the faith of it; it is a matter of faith. Some of us may not have come to the light of it but God can give it to us tonight. God gives it to us as light; it is faith of the working of God; that is how we reach what it is to be raised with Christ. 

    Paul assumes in the next chapter that they had reached that point; If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ. He assumes that we all ought to understand this, to have the faith of it, that we are raised with Christ to live with Him in that sphere of life into which He has entered, having emerged from death by the working of God. That is the truth and we are to have the faith of it. Of course, having the faith of it does not necessarily mean that we are living there. We begin with the faith of it, and then there is a further divine operation necessary if we are to live there. 

    That is, we must be quickened, and that is a divine operation, not in Christ but in us. We are not quickened in Christ, we are complete in Christ, circumcised in Christ, and we are raised in Christ. But when it comes to quickening  that is, being made to live in our affections with Christ  that is something further. 

    I think it would be something like this. There are certain steps in light that we take. God gives us the light of certain things in Christ until we reach this point that we are raised with Him by faith of the working of God. Faith brings us to that, and then there is an operation of God that goes along with it. One could not think of being raised with Christ through faith of the operation of God, and not being quickened. This operation on Gods part will surely be there; God confers the capacity to live in this new region with Christ. We recognise that saints have capacity, spiritual vitality; they have been quickened, so that in their affections they can live with Christ. This is a blessed reality. We may remember that, when the child of the Shunammite died, what Elisha did was figurative of the quickening process. Gehazi had been sent with the staff, but he comes back and says, The lad is not awaked (2 Kings 4: 31). Of course not; the staff would speak of power, but something more was needed. Nothing but the contact of the living prophet would do. The power of life in Elisha had to come into personal contact with the child  he lies upon it  and puts his mouth on his mouth, and so on. He comes into the closest contact with it, and we are told that the flesh of the child grew warm. That is quickening. What a moment it is when there is a living point of contact established by God with a living Christ, so that there is a warming of the affections, and with warmed affections we can find delight in living with Christ now. Then the child sneezed; now you have life in energy, there is an energetic manifestation; and then he opens his eyes. All these things are connected with quickening. The christian company according to this presentation is made to live in affection for Christ. There is complete liberation from everything that would fetter the spirit or hinder it from living there. All these things that have been there before, what he speaks of as offences and the handwriting in ordinances, are dealt with. If one had ones offences round ones neck, how they would drag one down! If one had taken up ordinances as a pious Jew did, a man like Saul of Tarsus, they only proved to be against the soul, they brought an obligation. If we are not free in regard of these things, they would absolutely hinder us from living together with Christ in our affections. If one is thinking of offences belonging to ones former history, it would hinder and hamper one terribly. So that the favourableness of God comes out even in relation to our offences; we have learned the disposition of God. The thought here is not remission of sins but the great favourableness of God to us, that He is not disposed to hold anything against us; we know the blessed heart of God. 

    QuesWhat is signified by being nailed to His cross? 

    CACThe handwriting of ordinances stood up against us; that is, not breaking the law but undertaking to keep it; that kind of obligation is entirely effaced. What we see here is persons taking up ordinances, not God imposing them. The Jew had known what it was to take up ordinances, but now the Gentile is doing it, and Paul expresses his surprise at them and says, If you take up ordinances you are alive in the world. If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as if alive in the world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances? Paul tells them, We have tried that long before you; we found when we signed our names to that document we were committed to something that stood against us for ever after. It was not breaking the law that was against them, but assuming the ground that they were able to keep it. 

    RemThis gives the man in the flesh a place. 

    CACYes, that is why the cross comes in. God has nailed this bond which the Jew had signed to the cross. It was his own handwriting he had made himself responsible to, he had charged himself with the whole system of ordinances and it was a millstone round his neck. How could a man like that live with Christ? What was to be done? God says, I have dealt with it, and taken and nailed it to the cross. The cross was the public dealing with the criminal who could not be suffered to live any longer. Now Christ has been there on our behalf. People make vows and promises, and pledge themselves to do this and not do that, and they sign their names to it until it becomes a millstone round their necks which will hinder them most effectually from living with Christ. The seriousness of all this is that a great deal in the present course of things in christianity is to get people to commit themselves to do certain things, and to abstain from certain other things. Until they see that it has all been nailed to the cross, they will never be free to live together with Christ. This is the very reverse of something bad as man would say; it is undertaking to be and to do what is good, what is acceptable to God, but undertaking it as man in the flesh. Paul says, You must see that gone. These questions of ordinances had been worked out by the Jew, and now the devil is seeking to lead the gentile believers to take up ordinances, to take up these questions of Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch. That is a man alive in the world. We need to note carefully the difference between the us and the you. Paul writing to the Jew says, us, but in writing to the Gentile he says, you. 

    I think all this is very useful as showing us what christianity is, and showing us the sphere in which God would have us to live as those who are quickened together with Christ in a sphere outside the world. 

    NOTES OF A READING Colossians 2: 15 - 23 It is helpful to see that the things mentioned in verses 13 - 15 are what God has done. God has quickened the saints together with Christ, He has forgiven all offences, He has effaced handwriting in ordinances, He has taken it out of the way having nailed it to the cross, He has spoiled principalities and authorities  we are in the region of divine actings. It is very comforting and establishing to have before us the actings of God. 

    QuesWhat is your thought of leading them in triumph by it? 

    CACI suppose it is to show the completeness of the conquest. It was customary when great victories were gained for the conquered kings to be chained to the chariot wheels of the victors and led in triumph. It is remarkable the wide scope of what is brought before us both in this epistle and in that to the Ephesians. It goes wider than men; it brings in the thought of principalities and authorities. Christ has carried with Him on high the evidence of complete victory over every power that was adverse to God. We know from Scripture there are great powers of evil, and one might say that they have all come into action. Satan has no reserves, he has brought all his forces into action, and they have all been utterly defeated  spoiled is the word, they have been rendered impotent. It is an immense comfort to see that. 

    QuesAre all these activities for blessing? 

    CACYes, certainly. To be quickened together with Christ is a wonderful blessing. He has been favourable to us, He has blotted out all that was against us. If every power that is adverse to God and to man as Gods creature has been brought into action and been utterly defeated, that is an immense thing. We do not understand how great is the victory which God has gained publicly over every malign power. Victory has been gained publicly so that every power of evil has been reduced to impotence. Do we believe it? 

    Ques. How was it public? 

    CACWhen the Lord Jesus Christ was in this world, was there any power of evil able to withstand Him? We have to think of Christ. The apostle is seeking to bring before us the greatness of Christ, and the greatness of what has been effected by the public appearance of Christ in this world. The incarnation of Christ is the greatest public fact that ever transpired in the universe of God. God chose the battle and Christ came in, and came in publicly. Paul could say, This was not done in a corner (Acts 26: 26). The Lords baptism was public, and the descent of the Spirit upon Him was public, and He met all the power of the devil in the temptations. Indeed the words used by the Lord are very striking, He speaks of Satan as a strong man armed keeping his house until a stronger than he comes upon him and takes away his armour in which he trusted and spoils his goods (Luke 11: 21, 22). It was all done publicly. There was a Man in this world who reduced the whole power of evil into impotence; it was powerless in the presence of Christ. So we are told He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed of the devil for God was with Him. Every power of evil had to give way, the powers were spoiled  it was all done publicly. 

    QuesWas the resurrection a part of this? 

    CACNo doubt it was. It made manifest that there was One there who could not be held by death. He had come into death because He would righteously set free those who were under the power of evil, and He took upon Himself all the consequences of sin. He bore it all in love, so that sin and death might become witnesses of the love of God, and show how intense was the interest of God in His creature. 

    RemIt was said after the temptation that the devil departed from Him for a season. 

    CACYes. He mustered his forces again in the garden of Gethsemane, but all was defeated because there was perfect obedience and perfect dependence there in Christ; neither Satan nor his angels have the slightest power in presence of that. Satan has a certain armour in which he trusts; that is a remarkable word. I suppose that Satan having succeeded in displacing God from the confidence of His creature trusts that he can keep men away from God by the same means, and it is astonishing how confident people are in unbelief. But Satan has to reckon with the fact that One has come who is stronger than he. It is of the greatest comfort to me to think that the whole power of evil that has been arrayed against Christ has been defeated. There was One who absolutely defeated the whole range of power that was opposed to God; He has defeated it and made a show of it publicly. God has spoiled principalities and authorities, but He has done it in Christ, and it is in Him that they are led in triumph. God would occupy us with the greatness of Christ. The teaching of this epistle particularly is to bring out the greatness of what God has effected in Christ; we do not see the full results of it yet, We see not yet all things subjected to him. We see the Victor crowned, and it has been made known to us that every evil power has been spoiled. 

    The principalities and authorities that we are speaking of now are authorities opposed to God because God has to defeat them and spoil them by Christ. But the principalities and authorities of a good character would be seen in verse 10; He is the head of all principality and authority. Everything that has a place in Gods universe is to own Christ as Head. There are certain evil powers who will not own Christ as Head, they have been publicly exposed. Every influence by which the power of evil can deceive and destroy men has been fully exposed and defeated when the Lord was here on earth. 

    QuesIn verse 10 of this chapter He is spoken of as the Head and in chapter 1: 15 He is spoken of as Creator. Are the two connected? 

    CACAll was created by Him and for Him. He created all these powers but the One who created them all is Head of them. He takes a place on the side of creation as Head. He, the Creator, as it were, comes over to the side of creation, and coming over to that side, is Head of it. Some principalities and powers do not own that government, they are rebellious, adverse to God and Christ, but all are defeated. In chapter 1, Christ is brought in as having created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities or authorities; these things are positions of dignity. Every such position that has come in came in that Christ might fill it. There is not a conception of dignity in the universe of God that is not going to be filled by Christ; it brings out His greatness. What a wonderful universe it will be when every influence in it and every authority exercised in it derives from Christ; He is great enough to fill the whole universe with beneficent influences. That is the One who is our Head, and our great exercise is to hold fast the Head. 

    As a matter of fact, these evil forces are still active, but it has been publicly manifested that Christ has been victorious over them all; they are all His lawful captives. We may not see it publicly now, but it is made known to faith; we have the joy and the delight of it in our souls. We do not need to fear any evil power. It is astonishing how men are held in bondage by superstitious fears; the world is more full of superstitious dread than we have any idea of. I believe that men almost universally have a dread of evil powers; they know there is a mysterious power of evil and they have a deep secret dread of it  no one is free of it but the Christian. The Christian sees every evil power chained to the chariot wheels of Christ, and the One who is completely superior to and has exposed everything of that kind is our glorious Head. It was God who was acting, God who was spoiling principalities and authorities, He made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph in Him (see note h, Darby Translation). The in Him must be emphasised. God has gained a complete public victory over every power that was adverse to Him and to the blessing of man; that is part of the gospel. It looks at things on a wider range than we are apt to think of them. We think about mens sins needing forgiveness, and the state of sin from which they need deliverance, and the prospect of death and judgment which calls for relief. But there is another question which is greater, that is the existence in the universe of an immense and terrible power of evil which has succeeded in ruining the human race and darkening the minds of men as to God for six thousand years; that is very much more terrible than my state of sin. How is it I am a sinner and that all men are sinners? Because of the actings of tremendous forces of evil opposed to God. God tells us that in Christ He has exposed and defeated and publicly crushed every one of those forces; that is the divine fact of the gospel. I am sure we ought to take account of it. It is not often presented. We talk about mans sin and guilt, and man being liable to death and judgment, and that he is going to hell if not converted, but there is something far greater and more serious and terrible than all that. We should get back to the secret of things; Scripture helps us by telling us that God made man, and put him in a beautiful place, and did everything He could for His innocent creature, and that almost immediately a malign power appeared and desolated the whole thing. What a comfort it is to know that God brought a Man into this world who was absolutely invulnerable to the power that destroyed the world. He was invulnerable and invincible, and He absolutely defeated not only Satan but every principality and power that was arrayed on Satans side  in Christ it is all manifestly led in triumph. That is a good gospel to preach, and it is a side of the gospel not too much dwelt upon. The reason is probably that we have not estimated the seriousness of the position. There is something far greater and more terrible than my being lost, and that is, the existence of a power that was able to bring me and all men into the position of lost sinners. How is that power going to be dealt with? God has dealt with it absolutely in Christ. The Man who got the victory has gone to the right hand of God, and wears the Victors crown; neither death nor the devil and his angels will ever dispute that they are His lawful captives. 

    QuesWould this answer to the walls of Jericho falling down? 

    CACThe falling down of the walls of Jericho was the public spoiling and leading in triumph of all the power of the enemy; it was typically a complete destruction. Was there any power in Canaan that could stand if those walls fell down without a human hand touching them? It is a comfort to know that Satan and all his angels are spoiled and defeated. Nobody will be delivered until they see that; there will be some dread somewhere in the heart or mind. 

    QuesIs verse 16 the shadow, whereas we have come to the substance in Christ? 

    CACThere was evidently an influence working at Colosse to get the people of God to go back and take up the shadows. To us the Old Testament is not a book of shadows. I think a good many people still think that the Old Testament is a book of shadows, but the Lord would give us a sense that it is a book of substance. I hear of places where they never read the Old Testament in their readings; how narrow their outlook must be! There is an immense amount of substance in the Old Testament that we should never get from the New. There is an unfolding of the preciousness of Christ and of the perfection in detail of His work in the Old Testament that we never could get from the New. You could never get from the New Testament what is unfolded to us in the books of Exodus and Leviticus, and if people neglect these books they will be lamentably ignorant of Christ, and their earnest study of the New Testament will never furnish them with what they learn of Christ in Exodus and Leviticus. As to these things  meat and drink, feasts, new moon or sabbath  they now have acquired spiritual substance to us. Christ having come into the shadows, the shadows have become substance. Until He appeared, these things remained shadows, but Christ has come in to every one of the shadows and they have become substance. So now there is a company of persons on this earth who can be spoken of as the body, and to these persons the shadows have become substance. The Lord interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself (Luke 24: 27). 

    In that way He brought substance into that which had previously been shadows. The Colossians were in danger of it, but for us who are of the body, the body is of Christ. It refers to the christian company, a company who being of Christ are able to see Christ substantially in all the figures of the Old Testament. 

    I often think it is a little remarkable that he should speak of the new moon here. What has struck me about it is that it did not belong at all to the original institution of the typical system; it was added later. The sacrifices connected with the new moon were enjoined in Numbers 28 after Aaron was dead and when Moses was just about to die and the people were just going into the land. It formed no part of the original system of sacrifices and offerings. It seems to me it suggests something that would come in after all the failure on the part of the people. After the history of failure in the wilderness, God gives a new unfolding of His mind showing that in spite of the failure that came in on mans side, God would have His portion. The new moon comes in in connection with that, which suggests a revival. The moon is not a vessel of light in itself, it is a dependent vessel of light; and so it represents in Scripture a human vessel of light, whether it is Israel or the assembly. The thought of a new moon is very instructive to us because it is what we may look for after all the failure of the church; we may look for a renewed shining of Christ upon us so that we come afresh into the light of Christ and into the substance of all that is there in Christ. Then we get on to the line of increase. In Numbers 28 you will find more than in any other chapter we get the thought of increase, the thought of what is additional. It says several times over that certain sacrifices are to be offered besides the others; that gives the thought of increase. The apostle is seeking to bring us in Colossians on to the line of increase in the apprehension of Christ, which is the true substance of everything for God. So we are to hold the Head, and if we do, the Head will be constantly ministering to us increase. The new moon begins very small; what marks it is a tiny silver line first, but every day you see increase. I have often thought there is a moral force in the new moon being mentioned here. 

    RemIn Ephesians 5: 14 it says, Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee. 

    CACThat is progressive. The beginning of Christ shining would be like the new moon, just a streak of silver, and every day you see it more and more. Holding the Head would be like abiding in the shining; every day there is increase until you come to the full moon. In holding the Head we have the conditions of spiritual prosperity and increase, and as we hold the Head we shall be like the moon that shows an enlarged result of being in the light every day. We have to see to it that we are not turned aside by anything that is not Christ. There may be those who make a pretence of humility and worshipping angels but they do not hold the Head. If we hold the Head we shall be continually getting more divine light and increase, and there will be knitting together. If we hold the Head, the Head ministers to us, and that is the way by which we are held together. We cannot be held together without contact with the Head, so that what we receive from the Head becomes the link that binds us to the brethren. Our great business is to be on the line of increase. If there is a constant looking to the Head I believe the Head will always be faithful. Such is the love of Christ that those who hold the Head will be constantly receiving something; nourishment will be ministered to them. Why is it? That I may be a joint and band in the body. The joints and bands hold the body together; then as I minister to others what I receive from the Head, there is a binding together, and the body comes into evidence as a living organism, a vital thing, and increases with the increase of God. God would not have us to be only orthodox believers who have the Scriptures and are no further on than they were twenty years ago. He would have us to hold the Head and get nourishment ministered to us direct from the Head. Then our business with the brethren is to communicate that which becomes a spiritual bond between us and every brother and sister we come in contact with. That is the vital bond. What I receive is ministered from the Head as a living bond between the Head and me; then I have something I can minister to the brethren, and as I do, it becomes a bond of the same character between me and the brethren as there is between the Head in heaven and me. That is the truth of the body; the body is not something that has arrived at finality, but something increasing all the time with the increase of God. 

    One would like to see the brethren really gathered in the truth of that. We talk about being gathered on the ground of the one body, but to be gathered in the vitality of the one body would be worth going in for. We cannot all be gifts but we can all be joints and bands. We can do something to form a spiritual unbreakable link between myself and the Christians with whom I may come in contact. We want to cultivate that. 

    NOTES OF A READING Colossians 3: 1 - 15 God would have His saints to keep their spirits on the ground that they have died with Christ and that they have been raised with Him. All the injunctions and teachings of men would regard us on other ground than that. 

    RemIn both cases it is If: If ye have died with Christ (chapter 2: 20), If ... ye have been raised with the Christ (chapter 3: 1). 

    CACYes, it assumes the saints have taken that ground through divine teaching. 

    RemThey are entitled to do so, and he seeks to bring them to it. 

    CACIt is where we are inwardly, for outwardly and publicly we are not dead and risen. It is something to be apprehended spiritually and it would liberate us from ordinances and injunctions and commandments and teachings of men. They look very nice often, as it says, Which have indeed an appearance of wisdom in voluntary worship, and humility, and harsh treatment of the body (chapter 2: 23). All that is for the satisfaction of the flesh. It is just what is developed in christendom. The enemy was seeking to bring it in amongst the gentile believers at Colosse. These things have got in and they characterise the great part of the christian profession, so it is very important that we should understand our place as dead with Christ and risen with Him. That is our place according to the thoughts of God. 

    RemAll these things suggest the possibility of improving what is of the flesh. 

    CACI suppose there is a certain honour due to the body, and people would make out a kind of righteousness in treating the body badly. It is right to honour the body; a certain honour is due to it because it is the temple of the Holy Spirit. The body is a member of Christ as being the temple of the Holy Spirit, so that God gives it a place of honour; that is, these physical bodies are members of Christ. Well, that gives the body a place of great honour. 

    QuesWould you help us as to the things which are above? Seek the things which are above, where the Christ is. J.N.D. places a comma there, after is. 

    CACWell, it is important that we should understand where Christ is. The first chapter is rather to give us some sense of who He is, but the third chapter would lead us to where He is. 

    RemThe Israelites forgot Moses when he went up. 

    CACIt is quite possible for believers to get into a state something like that. There He is; because that is the Christ we have to do with. He is no longer here, no longer in the days of His flesh, He is above and at the right hand of God and the Centre of a whole circle of things. 

    QuesAre the things above the vast world of bliss? 

    CACWell, it would not be easy to define in a few words the things that are above. If you read the prophetic scriptures of the Old Testament, they do not speak of the things that are above, they connect the thoughts and faith of Gods people with things below; that is, the coming kingdom and all that is going to characterise it, the glory of the Lord filling the earth as the waters cover the sea. The great mass of Scripture is occupied with the things below, what God is going to do in a coming day; and in the millennium the people of God will not be occupied with things above but with things below; because, I suppose, some of the things above will be enjoyed below. Not a single person in that day will know what it is to be dead with Christ and risen with Christ  I mean, of course, on the earthly side  and no Old Testament saint ever knew it, nor did the disciples when here on earth with Him, because He was not dead and risen then. It defines our position. Have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth. If He were on earth He would be the object of faith and love, and to be followed in His pathway here. He has died and risen and is at the right hand of God and nowhere else personally. 

    The Hebrews needed to have that epistle written to them to lead believers to Christ above. They very soon dropped to things below. They said to Paul, There are myriads of Jews that have believed and they are all zealous of the law. Let everyone see that you are a good Jew. They all said wrong and Paul gave way (Acts 21: 20). That was the state of things a very few years after Pentecost; it is very solemn. Paul had to fall in, or cause a breach between the believers. He could not face that, and he landed himself in prison for the rest of his days. It shows how easy it is to get away from the things above. Peter had said, Him has God exalted by his right hand as leader and saviour (Acts 5: 31). That was occupying them with things above. Later he dropped down to be a good Jew, just what Paul was warning them against here. To recognise that our place here is to be on the ground of the death of Christ clears away a lot of rubbish. We may say we are dead with Him, we may say it in words, but it is no use talking. 

    I think it is quite possible for people to try to be dead. There is no power with being dead, but in being dead with Christ there is great power. 

    QuesWould you say more as to what that means  dead with Christ? 

    CACWell, Christs place here is the place of death. The world has never reversed its verdict. If we love Him we shall covet to be identified with Him in death in this scene. We shall not want to be anything politically or publicly, we shall not want anything but His rejection here because we are bound up with Him above  One with Thee above, as we sometimes sing. 

    RemBearing about in the body the dying of Jesus 

    (2 Corinthians 4: 10). 

    CACThat is the real thing. If really identified with Him in death and as risen and exalted we shall come out like Him down here, and that is as fully stated here as anywhere in the Bible. J.B.S. used to tell of a woman in a storm who, when asked what she did, said she was thinking of Jesus in the storm. Then you did not come out like Him, was his reply. If you had been thinking about Him where He is, you would have come out like Him where He was. Stephen did so. There is no reference in the epistles as to what Jesus was, except as bearing on the practical life of the saint; and we only come out as He was, as we are occupied with Him where He is; the power is in that. 

    RemAs he is, we also are in this world (1 John 4: 17). 

    CACHe that says he abides in him (1 John 2: 6)  that is, as He is; even as he walked  that is where He was. I am sure that is so. We find the mass of Christians are taken up with what Jesus was; they read the gospels, not understanding them; therefore there is no power because the Holy Spirit comes in in connection with Jesus being glorified. I have often said, I believe as the writers of the gospels were writing verse by verse they said to themselves, Now risen and glorified. It is not Christ for this world; the Christ of the gospels was. But then He was also rejected and the world cut Him off. He was cut off from the world, and now He is the Centre of another world, and that is the only Christ we know. 

    RemIf even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know him thus no longer (2 Corinthians 5: 16). 

    CACHe then goes on just after that to speak of new creation, and that is connected with Christ in heaven, and is the rule of our walk here, the rule of new creation. It is not only Christ there but a system of heavenly things, and that, I believe, constitutes the true power of christianity; and as we concentrate on that we come into what is of God. 

    Everything hangs for us on the place where Christ is. Who He is comes first  Who art thou, Lord? was Pauls question. Every one of us has to be brought to ask Him that question. He only can tell us that, and when He has told us, the next thing we shall want to know is, where is He? 

    The whole of christendom has got on the ground of something on the earth. Why build big cathedrals and churches, unless you want a place on earth? If so, it must be a large one. All these things are a positive denial of christianity. It does not go along with being dead with Christ and risen with Christ; a man who is, is outside of it all. J.B.S. has said that up to the death of Stephen the offers of grace were going out to Gods earthly people, but when they were rejected everything was transferred from Jerusalem below to Jerusalem above  the new metropolis. 

    RemThe blind man in John 9 had simple faith in the Person. 

    CACThe blind man did not stop until he worshipped the Son of God. He was pushed out. Do we want some place in the things below? We are to earn our living and fill up our little responsibilities here to the glory of God in obedience and subjection to Him, but we can do all that without wanting any place here, and as belonging to our Head in heaven we do not want a place here. 

    RemYour life is hid with the Christ in God (verse 3). 

    CACIs that not beautiful? Every Christian has a life outside this world, outside things below, and that life is in a Person. Christ ... who is our life (verse 4). It is a wonderful moment in the life of a soul when he first realises that. Because it is Christ who is above who is our life. There is infinite, blessed satisfaction if we consider who He is and then where He is, and if the place is seen that we have in relation to Him as His body, which is a wonderful formation down here. It has all come out of Christ in heaven; the body is really a heavenly company. Those living in the world are those who have a life such as it is in the world, and what a life it is! What the world is to the worldly, Christ is to the Christian. It puts us in a wonderful light. 

    RemMary at the feet of Jesus had His death in mind. 

    CACMary, and she alone perhaps, learned the lesson of death and resurrection; there were only two people who expected the Lord to die  Nicodemus and Mary. She learned Him as the resurrection and the life, which was a wonderful thing. So the gospels present an immense number of things that were not actually true at the time. The Lord had before Him at the very outset that He was going to die, and all His acts of grace and mercy were founded on His death. In fact, not a single act of God in goodness towards men in the Old Testament would have been possible except for that. His death was a blessed, present reality in Gods mind though it was yet future. It was all known to God as much before as after. 

    RemThere were the water vessels in John 2. 

    CACThe water vessels when filled with water to the top represent the purification of death, then it is turned into the wine of joy, and I think that is the moral order always. 

    QuesIs Your life is hid with the Christ in God (verse 3) a collective or individual thought? 

    CACI think these things are all collective  being dead with Christ, raised with Christ and having Christ as our life, and that is why saints like coming together. What is collective surpasses what is individual always; they have what they can enjoy together, and the greatest bit is for the least. 

    QuesWould it be connected with things above? 

    CACI think that is right; we come together that we may touch afresh the things above and that blessed Person who is the Centre of them all. When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory (verse 4). When He comes into public view the saints all come into public view too, and that is in a glorified condition. It would take our thoughts away from things publicly below. So our life is hid with Christ in heaven. No one can see our life, but they ought to be able to see it coming out. We are to put to death our members which are on the earth, and Christians do all put these things to death; if they do not they could not be said to be Christians. You once lived in these things  what a life! Yet they were things that were our very nature as in the flesh. We are never told to die to them; we are to put them to death in the power of life. 

    There is more trouble perhaps about the positive things we are to put on. And to put off habits is not easy, But now, put off ... all these things, wrath, anger, malice, and so on; they are all bad habits that have to be put off, and Christians do put them off. That is simple christianity. It is no good to tell me that a person who habitually tells lies, and an angry person characterised by wrath, is a Christian; no one would believe you. All this is the practical result of having Christ as my life. If He is, I do not want vile language to come out of my mouth. If they have not put off these things, they are not Christians. 

    RemIs not this addressed to the Colossian believers? 

    CACThere is a shade of difference here to note. He does not tell them to put them off, he exhorts them to be in the state of having done it; they are to be in that state. The word is there to exercise us if we should manifest any of these things. It is always assumed that Christians have put off the old man and have put on the new. Having put off the old man with his deeds, and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him (verses 9, 10). It has been done; the aorist is used (see footnote a, Darby Translation). And that is christianity. If I have not put off these things I am not a Christian at all. If a Christian does lie, he does not know what to say when he goes to God; he has nothing to say. 

    RemAll liars have their part in the lake of fire (Revelation 21: 8). 

    CACWell, I must not go on with that. I do not want to qualify for the lake of fire, do I? 

    NOTES OF A READING Colossians 4: 1 - 18 Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving. I suppose there should be along with prayer the responsible side  the thought of thanksgiving, for we can hardly approach God at all without thanksgiving in our hearts; it connects with our very approach to God, apart from the petition we offer. 

    Would it be like incense added to the prayers, the spirit of intercession blending with thanksgiving? They must take on something of incense character which is pleasing to God. 

    CACI suppose all true prayer is bringing back to God His own thoughts, and that must produce in the heart that takes it up the spirit of thanksgiving. 

    RemFor he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them who seek him out (Hebrews 11: 6). 

    RemI remember an old saint saying the believer has such a sense of God and His love that he can give thanks all the time. It is like a person in some difficulty going to a friend he knows is perfectly able to meet it all. You pour out your difficulty, and give thanks in the same breath, as it were. 

    QuesDavid said, Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening oblation (Psalm 141: 2). What would it mean, Watching in it (verse 2)? Is it that we are on the line of securing the answer? 

    CACWell, prayer is not much good if we do not look out for the answer. 

    QuesThat God may open to us a door of the word to speak the mystery of Christ. Does that refer to a door being opened in the hearts of saints to the ministry, do you suppose? 

    CACI do not know that the apostle ever prayed that he might be furnished with more to minister, did he? I do not think he prayed for more light, or increased knowledge of what was connected with Christ. But the exercise was that he might be able to speak of it rightly. He had it, it was all in his soul by the grace of God, but there was an exercise remaining that there might be a door for the word, that the word might go forth in actual communication to souls. 

    RemIt is a question of a door opened for them to receive. 

    CACAnd of his own capacity to put it out; That I may make it manifest as I ought to speak. It is important that the Lords servants should be helped to put out what they have got. The Lord gives spiritual substance to His servants, but they need divine help to put it out. The speaking is an important matter, for they may in some way obscure what they want to say. 

    QuesWhat is the mystery of Christ (verse 3)? 

    CACWell, I think it would include all that is connected with Christ where He is as hidden from the eyes of men. There is a wonderful wealth connected with Christ in the hidden position, and it is to be made known in the ministry of the word, and those who do minister need much help. That I might speak as I ought to speak, the apostle says. There is a right way to speak. 

    QuesWhy do you say hidden? 

    CACBecause that is the mystery of the Christ; it is just because He is hidden from human eyes that there is such a thing. It is all behind the scenes. Everything at the right hand of God, everything having that character, is hidden, is in mystery. Of course, the mystery would include the fact that He has a body here. 

    RemThe Preacher was wise, ... he pondered, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words; and that which was written is upright, words of truth (Ecclesiastes 12: 9, 10). It shows the concern of the preacher to speak as he ought to speak. 

    RemHe so spake that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks believed (Acts 14: 1). 

    CACThe character of the speaking is important. 

    RemIf any one speak  as oracles of God; if any one minister-as of strength which God supplies (1 Peter 4: 11). 

    CACAnd we need continually to pray for that. It is a continual exercise, the waiting on the Lord of those that speak, for something to say; but they ought to be supported by the saints as to the actual putting of it out. 

    RemThere are the both sides, speaking and receiving. 

    CACBoth sides would be needed that there should be a door of the word. It hardly could be said if it were all on the speakers side. 

    RemIt is an important principle that a servant should be prayed for as to his utterance, but there should be an earnest desire on the part of the saints that they should be able to receive. 

    RemIt is important for us to see the setting here, that it is a question of how the teaching becomes effectual. All the preceding chapters are full of the greatness of Christ; how much have we gathered up about it? It must be an encouragement to feel that there is far more to be dispensed than we have already gathered up. 

    RemThe question is, do we desire to receive it and be affected by it? 

    QuesWhy does the apostle say, Remember my bonds (verse 18)? 

    QuesIs not the precious ministry the very reason why he has been brought into bonds? 

    RemIt is more a matter of the greatness of the thing. 

    QuesThe prison epistles give us the greatest things, do they not? 

    CACYes, and it should touch our hearts that Paul was prepared to suffer so much that this precious truth should come to us. 

    RemHe was held in a certain course in order that this might come out; so he speaks of himself as a prisoner of Jesus Christ; he might not move in other directions. 

    CACAnd he passes on the responsibility to us all in the next two verses, because there it is a question of those that are without, so as to know how ye ought to answer each one (verse 6). 

    RemThis would seem to follow on. What is inward must be first, before it can take shape outwardly towards others. If we enter the fray unequipped we may be worsted. 

    RemYou first get built up, and then you are able. 

    CACAnd in wisdom (verse 5), it says. Opportunities come to all of us, and we are not to miss those, but then we need wisdom. It is quite easy to say something that might hinder what we desire. 

    RemTo cry down what a person holds and so create an atmosphere of distrust and opposition at once is not wisdom. You put what is attractive before children if you want to encourage them. 

    CACAnd we ought to cultivate the ability to put ourselves alongside of people. 

    RemTo all I have become all things, in order that at all events I might save some (1 Corinthians 9: 22). The apostle puts himself as near as possible to those to whom he spoke. 

    RemThe Lord put Himself near to the woman of Samaria. 

    CACHe did in a wonderful way, if you think of what He was and what she was  to ask a drink of a degraded woman hardly fit to be seen at large. He made Himself dependent on her; that is the spirit in which to reach people. 

    I think the need for wisdom comes out in contact with individual souls more than anything else. It is easy to stand up and speak with no one to contradict you, but with individual souls you have to be prepared for things you did not expect. 

    RemThere is even a righteous condemnation that may be a hindrance. People may have been brought up in a thing, or they may have known the truth and become entangled. It is a test of our resources, whether we have a treasure-house. The more we listen to Paul the better we shall be able to meet the case, to present what is attractive. There is nothing so attractive as Christ. The question is whether we have the ability to present it. 

    RemThe wise winneth souls (Proverbs 11: 30), or, as footnote a says (Darby Translation), He that winneth souls is wise. 

    RemLet your word be always with grace, seasoned with salt (verse 6) is a very good word for us generally. 

    RemSalt is a preservative; the Lord was full of grace and truth. 

    CACYes, and the principle of faithfulness is there; you do not exactly hide your principles. 

    RemYou must take care that grace does not carry you right down into the mud; there must be balance with us. 

    CACThe Lord has been referred to in John 4. Well, what He said to the woman was pure grace, but He had to bring in the seasoning of the salt. The moment came when He had to say, Go, call thy husband (verse 16); the salt came in. We ought never to speak to anybody in an ungracious way, however wicked they are. 

    QuesHow do you mean that? It says Thy money go with thee to destruction (Acts 8: 20). 

    CACWell, that was a solemn sentence of judgment pronounced upon Simon, which has not been put into our charge. God has not given us authority to pronounce judgment on anybody. 

    QuesAnd is not grace the great characteristic of the present dispensation? Let your word be always with grace. I think what you were saying is very important. 

    CACEven if we have to speak in severity it should always be in grace, so that it is manifest we are not speaking in any ill-feeling or with enmity. 

    RemHow ye ought to answer each one (verse 6). Christianity is a matter of persons. 

    CACSometimes it is the greatest wisdom not to say anything. We are not responsible to answer every foolish question that may be put to us. We are under responsibility to give a reason to everyone that asks an account of the hope that is in us  we are responsible to answer every question on that line. Infidel questions, because they are infidel, need wisdom. 

    It is important to see that Tychicus was sent to them to make known to them all particulars as to the apostles state and circumstances. That is, there was one man in prison in whom things were exemplified in grace and wisdom. It pleased God to bring out christianity in Paul, so that there was not only a letter written but a brother to tell them all that concerned Paul. Christianity is a living thing, it cannot be put in a letter. They were to be told the conduct and spirit of Paul in his condition of bonds and humiliation. All that was a reality to Paul was to be reported; so they had a wonderful report as to what sort of man Paul was. Christianity was coming out in him, and it comes out in persons. It is important for us to see that the Bible without the saints is no good. 

    RemIt has been said the Bible cannot love you. 

    CACIn the Bible you get the letter of the truth, but the substance of the truth is in the saints; christianity is a divine system of blessing in persons. It was all livingly set forth in Christ, and now is set forth in the body. So we are very important. It is not a question of what we hold, but of what holds us. Each one is essential in the service, for if Christ does not come out in me, I am out of the whole thing. 

    The state of Paul was to be communicated to them and their state communicated to him. Tychicus was to bring back word as to what effect the letter had had on them; and that is what the Lord looks for, that the Scripture should have its effect on us, otherwise we might as well not have had it brought before us. 

    QuesWhy was Onesimus sent? 

    CACBecause it was his letter of commendation! He had been a runaway slave and was going back now. Who is one of you (verse 9), he says, he is local at Colosse. The epistle to Philemon went along with the epistle to Colosse, I suppose, but that was a personal, private letter to Philemon. The faithful and beloved brother (verse 9): he is one of you, he will fit in all right. 

    RemIt would be a living element strengthening the assembly setting at Colosse. 

    CACYes. 

    RemIn Philemon, Archippus is also mentioned (verse 12), as well as at the end of this epistle. 

    CACThe bringing in of persons at the end of certain epistles is important as indicating that the thing has been made good in certain persons. The Colossians had not only a beautiful letter, but there were certain persons in which these things could be seen livingly. And we all have this opportunity, and indeed there is an obligation upon us to express Christ, and it is the living expression of Christ that is of pleasure to God. The body of Christ exists for the very purpose of expressing Christ. The mention of persons shows it is a very practical thing. It is touching to see that Mark is now restored to the affection of the apostle. It is very pathetic, too, that Paul has to say, These are the only ones that have been a comfort to me. These are the only fellow-workers for the kingdom of God who have been a consolation to me (verse 11). 

    RemI believe Epaphras is the only one spoken of as the bondman of Christ Jesus (verse 12). 

    CACAnd he was working it out on his knees, we might say. 

    RemWhy does he say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it (verse 17)? 

    CACI should think there must have been with him a tendency to be a little slack. It is important that what the Lord has given should be worked out for the good of the saints. There is one Lord and there are distinctions of services. The Lord appoints the service of each one, who is under the responsibility to work it out  to fulfil it. 

  
    THE HEAD OF ALL PRINCIPALITY AND POWER (1) (FER 3)

    Colossians 1

    FERIt is important to apprehend the light in which Christ is presented in this epistle. Each epistle takes its character from the peculiar light in which Christ is presented in it. This is very important. The epistles are quite different from the gospels. The former give us the light of what Christ is where He is now on high (especially in Pauls epistles); but in the gospels it is what Christ was here on earth. Testimony is to what is about to be displayed. The testimony of the Christ is what Christ is in relation to the all things  Christ is Head in Colossians. He is Head of creation, for He created all, and all were created in view of that; and therefore, if He became man, He must be pre-eminent. He has creation rights; but there is another ground on which He is Head  He takes all up on the ground of redemption. 

    We get the same two Headships in Revelation 4 and 5. He is Head on creation ground, and also on redemption ground. 

    What is reconciliation? 

    FERAll things are to be brought into reconciliation and into unity and harmony; and that can only be by being taken up in the Head. He has made peace by the blood of His cross. He has removed all that brought in the confusion and lawlessness, in order that all might be brought into reconciliation. What comes under the eye of God is Christ; He is the Head, and all things are taken up in Him. 

    The reconciliation of the world is based upon the fact that man is taken up in the Head. The judgement of God will be brought in because man sets up a rival head instead of accepting the divinely-appointed Head. 

    Ephesians follows Colossians. In Colossians you get all things reconciled in Him and so brought into divine complacency; and then in Ephesians you get Christ filling all things. 

    Why are the rights of creation brought in? 

    FERIf God had not the right of Creator, He could not have the right of Redeemer. All things were created by Him and for Him, and hence, Christ must have all on creation ground. God is going to have His rest in His creation. He never gives up the right of Creator. Redemption has come in, but things are not all brought under the power of redemption; for instance, our bodies are not brought under the power of redemption. We await it; our souls have come under the power of it. The thought of reconciliation, i.e., the saints brought under divine complacency, runs all through the epistle, You hath he reconciled. It is the saints brought under the eye of God, into divine complacency. In chapter 3, what marks the circle are the graces of Christ. It is Christ under the eye, or the saints brought under the eye of God in Christ. The object of the apostles ministry was that every man might be presented perfect in Christ. He could come into this creation with a universe hid in Him. You get a Babe laid in a manger; but everything was hid in Him. The church was to come forth from Him. There was nothing manifest while He was a Babe; but the heavenly hosts say, Glory to God in the highest. It is wonderful how God sets to work to bring to pass a universe which is according to Himself, out of the wreck and ruin of this. And how does He do it? By the introduction of a Babe! but with resurrection inherent in Him; so He says, I am the resurrection and the life. 

    RemSo it is Himself who is everything. 

    FERTo study the gospels from the point of view that He was greater than every man, is what has been before me lately. He walked on the water. He fed the multitude. He knew every man  whatever kind of man came before Him He read. I have been thinking of this lately. 

    RemThis company (that is the Colossians) were prepared to receive the truth. 

    FERYes, the Spirit of God addresses people according to their state  the Corinthians were  so, too, the Galatians; and I think the principle goes through. It is so in Philippians and Ephesians, and in this epistle likewise. 

    What is the hope laid up in heaven? 

    FERIt is the hope of Gods calling which you get in Ephesians. The Lord says, I go to prepare a place for you. 

    RemThe inheritance is reserved in heaven. 

    FERYes; it is because we have a place in heaven that we come into the inheritance. The Hebrews had lost everything here; hope on earth had fled, and you get a hope laid up in heaven. God did not come in to give the Gentile the Jews portion, but He came in to give both Jew and Gentile a common portion, a hope in heaven. Fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us. We must get our place in heaven, it could not be that the saints should be manifested with Christ unless we had our place in heaven. We get our place in heaven by grace given to us. The three principles are brought in here: faith, hope, and love (see verses 4 and 5). We get the thought of association with Christ, and that in connection with earth, Behold I and the children which God hath given me ... the oil of gladness above his fellows. If we are His companions, and He has taken a place in heaven, it involves our having a place there. He has entered, and He is the Forerunner, and we are following. Christ is the goal. Wherever Christ is, He will have companions. I think we have to accept the thought. The Lord said to His disciples, Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations; and I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, etc.; Luke 22: 28 - 30. God has been gathering a company for heaven ever since sin came in. The assembly has a distinctive place; but, at the same time, God was working to gather a company for heaven. Revelation 5 proves this; there we get the four and twenty elders. The Old Testament saints might have had a hope of heaven, but now all is definite, because Christ is there as Man. 

    What is Rejoice in hope of the glory of God? 

    FERThat is a wider idea. It is looking for the moment when God will shine out, and dissipate all the darkness. He will shine out in moral effulgence and glory. The world to come will take its character from that. The hope here is more definite. We have a place in heaven. If we had not that place, what promise should we have? I think saints have had heaven before them without going on to what will come out from heaven. When the Lord sends out the Jews to the nations, which He will do, they do not lose their place in Jerusalem. So too the assembly. The holy city comes down out of heaven; but it never loses its place in heaven. It was so with the Lord Himself. He was here as light, but He was the Son of man which is in heaven. 

    Will the holy city touch the earth? 

    FERWell, all we get in the Revelation is that it is put in relation to the earth. Think of what a vast company will be brought into display, and the heavenly saints all mixed up with it, although not forming it. The thoughts of people in regard to the gospel have been far too limited. The gospel has been regarded as the means by which people can be saved, whereas it really is the presentation of Christ as He is according to the purpose of God. The glad tidings of the Christ. It is Christ not merely as the Saviour of sinners; but the Centre and beginning of a universe. In the testimony of peace Christ approaches men in order to attract them out of the world, and to attach them to Himself. That is the object of the testimony. He came preaching peace to them that are afar off, and to them that are nigh. 

    What is preaching peace? 

    FERIt is the mind of God in regard to man on the ground of all moral confusion having been removed by the death of Christ, and now Christ is the preacher of peace, but the peace has reference to the world which comes under Christ. In that world all is peace. The object of the testimony of peace is to attract people to Himself as the Centre of another world. Christ has come to be the Centre of another world. People want the benefits of Christ, and to be in this world; but that is not Gods mind. It is Gods mind that we should be attracted to Christ as the Centre of another world. It has often been said there is no scape-bullock, nor scape-goat for us. It is intelligible to me; Israel will have a scape-goat, they will have forgiveness of sins in an administrative way. They will be a people evidently in the favour of God. We do not get it in that way. We have the witness of the Spirit, and there we get the good of what is Gods mind for every man; and the effect is we can approach God; we can have liberty with God. In the world to come forgiveness of sins will be known in an administrative way, because the world to come will be established. No one will doubt that they are forgiven, for it will be evident that they are in the favour of God. They will have it in a national way. We get it more in an individual way. We cannot prove to others that we are forgiven; but we have the witness, and we have the good of it, in that we have liberty with God. The thought of the gospel has been far too limited. It has been diluted to mean that Christ is a benefactor to the world. The point to me is that the glad tidings are the glad tidings of the Christ; but then, Who is the Christ? He is the Centre of all things. You want to get the idea of it as a whole, and then you can take it up in detail. In preaching you have to remember that responsibility is connected with hearing. 

    In the Babe, God was announcing peace. The angels said Peace ... on earth peace. He came preaching peace. The thought of peace is intimately connected with Christ. He is the Prince of peace. He was the one who came to remove all the confusion brought in by the responsible man; and peace is what He brings in. He is the Prince of peace; and the gospel is the gospel of peace in contrast to all the confusion here. Peace is the dawning of the new day. He comes to them, and He says, Peace unto you. It was the dawn of the day. It would be a great thing to get enlarged views of the gospel. I believe the gospel  the testimony  is the property of all. I am not content that the preachers should think the gospel belongs to them. My concern is that the gospel should be maintained, and that the preachers should know it. People talk about winning souls for Christ. They are not won for Christ unless they are detached from this world. Preachers want to win souls to a confession of Christ. 

    What is an evangelist? 

    FERHe is a presenter of Christ. It is one thing to have the gift of an evangelist, but we want him instructed. The glad tidings of the Christ are not apprehended in a moment. It is Christ as in relation to the all things. In the light of that, this world is of small account with God. There are many things in which we need to be more enlightened. We need to see the gravity of lawlessness, and the true ground of responsibility, which is not so much in regard to the wrong thing, and that wrong thing which a man does, but more in relation to the rights of God. 

    The apostles description of them is that they are holy and faithful brethren. The great thought in Colossians is the Christian circle, and the sensibilities which belong to that circle. You get them in chapter 3: 15. The peace of Christ to which ye are called in one body. Romans 12 brings in the truth of the body to enforce what is individual; so that in carrying out what is your individual responsibility you will take account of your relation to that body. 

    The Christian circle is that which is in Christ. The apostle addresses them in that way; and the Spirit of God contemplates them in that way, the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse. It is a great point to be able to apprehend the saints in that point of view. 

    What is In Christ? 

    FERIn the sense of having life in Christ. The difficulty at the present time is to distinguish between what is provisional and what is the accomplishment of purpose. For instance, the head of every man is Christ, but that is provisional, it is not the accomplishment of Gods purpose. But when we come to what is in Christ, then we come to the fulfilment of Gods purpose. 

    What is provisional? 

    FERChrists present position, which is a light to the Gentiles, and Gods salvation to the ends of the earth; Isaiah 49: 6. And man is tested by that. But all that is provisional, and will give way for what will be the fulfilment of Gods purpose. The two go on together just now. God gave the Jew his day, and He is now giving the Gentile his day. The casting off of the Jew is the reconciling of the world. The Gentile is now being tested, and the question is, Will they abide in the goodness of God? Christ is a light to the Gentiles, and Gods salvation to the ends of the earth; but besides that, and underneath it all, and which is mystery, God is accomplishing His purpose in Christ. But this latter is not public, nor is it the subject of testimony, which the present position of Christ in relation to all men is. Christ is the Mediator between God and men. The man Christ Jesus. That is what marks this moment; it is the public testimony that Christ is Head of every man. This is the day of the Gentile. Romans 11 proves that; the Gentile is being tested, and if they do not continue in the goodness of God, they will be broken off. It is important to see the position of things at the moment, and yet at the same time to know what God is working out underneath all that, to head up all things in Christ. The mystery of Gods will is a wider thought than the church; it refers to the heading up of all things in Christ. The time of testing is not entirely over. In one sense it is  as to fruit bearing  but now the ground is changed, the marriage supper (Matthew 22) is the test. In coming into the world, Christ tested the Jew; but now the Gentile is being tested. But in regard to both, it is equally true, no man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him, John 6: 44. There is a force at work underneath, whether men answer or not to the test. The Gentile, in becoming apostate, will be more guilty than the Jew, because they have the example of the Jew. The Jews are a standing witness to the effect of their apostasy. They are to this day a separate people, without king, without priest, without teraphim, etc. The Gentile will apostatise, just as the Jew; he will fail to take warning from the Jew, and he will sent up antichrist, and that will bring in the judgement of God; and then God in His mercy will take up Israel again. I believe, when Israel is brought in, that the Eastern world will be brought into blessing. I do not think the Western nations will; they will have had their day. 

    Christ is the test of the Gentiles; He is light and salvation to the Gentile, and to every Gentile. When all is displayed Christ will come out, not so much as the Head of every man (which is more provisional), but as Head of every family. He will be the Head of the assembly, of Israel, and of every family blessed. At the present time everything which is in Christ is Gods purpose. If you find a company of holy and faithful brethren in Christ, i.e., who have their life in Him  that is Gods purpose. The two things go on together: the testing by the present position of Christ as Head of every man, and the accomplishment of Gods purpose in Christ; and hence you get the assembly. The assembly being in Christ puts it in heavenly places; but then Christ lives in His body here. Hence, in chapter 3 you get what are the graces and sensibilities of Christ, which really work in the body, in the relation of the members one toward another. Christianity in the true power of it is not doctrine, although doctrine is necessary. We could not communicate one with another without doctrine. It is important, too, as a limit to ones thoughts. It is the law and the testimony to which eventually every appeal must be made; but Christianity is vitality. 

    There is no real Christianity outside of the Holy Spirit. There are lots of people taking up doctrine. Great councils in the history of the church were largely formed of unconverted men, often violent men. They handled doctrine; but that is not Christianity. Christianity is the Spirits work in the saints here, which is the answer to what is true in Christ in heaven. All I contend for  I leave creeds where they are  is that Christianity is life  vitality. The Lord said, I am come that they might have life, John 10: 10. In the minds of many, Christianity is merely being orthodox in doctrine and correct in conduct. That is not Christianity; nor does it take you out of the world; which in its true power is Christ dwelling in your heart by faith. You get an answer by the Spirit here to what is true in Christ in heaven. What marked the Colossians (verses 4 and 5) was faith, love, and hope. They are the elements which go to make up Christian life. It is faith in Christ Jesus; which is a subjective thought, not so much the thought of having Christ as an object. Forgiveness is the first elementary truth, and the body being the temple of the Holy Spirit is the next ... but both are elementary. 

    The hope connects us with heaven. We have not got perfection yet; otherwise you would not have faith. These three elements all detach you from earth. Faith in Christ Jesus carries your hearts to where Christ is. Faith, love, and hope practically bring you into another world, to which Christ gives character. Faith and hope will pass away, but love will abide. 

    Why is faith in Christ Jesus subjective? 

    FERBecause every quality which is in Christ is subjective  grace which is in Christ Jesus. It is different from believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith in Christ Jesus is more a characteristic condition; it is that Christ Jesus is the source and spring of faith. These are qualities of which Christ is the power. Every quality which God can own is in Christ; it is not in man. It is the result of being alive in Christ, and He becomes the source and spring of every divine quality in a Christian down here. If a Christian is characterised by faith or grace, it is Christ who is the spring of it. You get coming out in the Christian the graces and qualities which characterised Christ Himself. Christ was the Author and finisher of faith, so we can speak of faith as a quality coming out in Christ as Man. Faith in Christ Jesus is not so much Christ being the object of faith, but faith as a quality or state in the Christian, of which Christ by the Spirit is the spring, source and power. Hope too, is spoken of in connection with Christ, My flesh also shall rest in hope, Psalm 16: 9. For the joy set before Him, would also prove it. These elements all have a separating effect. Take a man of the world, there is nothing of faith, or love, or hope about him. An intelligent man of the world would scout the idea of faith. Faith has reference to things which you cannot verify. Faith is the apprehension of divine things which are the subject of testimony, and which you cannot verify. Christ is the great subject of testimony; but no one can go to heaven to verify it. The Spirit substantiates it to us. Science produces no moral effect on man. A man may have great penetration of mind in science, and be a bad man. If a man is going to reject Christianity for science, I say  Show me a new man created in righteousness and holiness. Christianity can, and has, produced that. When scientists can show me a better man than Christianity produces, I may be disposed to listen to them. The light of God has produced a man created in righteousness and holiness of truth, and I say, Show me a better man, and I may listen to you. 

    The word of the truth of the gospel is not merely the word of the gospel, but of the TRUTH of the gospel. Truth has come, and God is seen in His true greatness, and man in his nothingness. If a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. Until the word of the truth of the gospel comes to us, we are inflated, and see things out of all proportion; but by it we learn things in their proper dimensions. When a man is apart from the world system, he is simply nothing. Napoleon was very great when in the moment of his power; but when separated from it he was a poor, miserable man. 

    What is Knew the grace of God in truth? 

    FERIt is that grace has reached them, in a way which has placed everything aright, in its proper relation  God in His place, and man in his. Truth is a contrast to a dream, or madness. In a dream the mind is active; but all is out of its proper relation or proportion. Now, the grace of God puts all things right, in their proper place and proportion, and the grace of God is the only thing that can do it. 

    What is Bringeth forth fruit? 

    FERThat is another great thought, fruit is the evidence of healthy vitality. 

    Would the prayer of Epaphras in chapter 4, that they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, go further than Pauls prayer for the Colossians in verses 9, 10 and 11? 

    FERThe prayer in chapter 1 has reference to their walk. Chapter 4 is perfect and complete in all the will of God. The latter goes further. In chapter 1 it is all in view of their walking intelligently; they were to be filled with the knowledge of His will; but it was in view of walking worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. The will of God is a large thought. It takes in all that God has purposed and set Himself to accomplish. People fall into the mistake of supposing that God has some particular will about them; but the point is to stand in the will of God. If we move our residence, the question has to be raised, whether we move to serve ourselves, or whether we have the will of God in view. The great thing is to subject everything to the will of God. The path of happiness lies, not in our own will, but in Gods will; our paths will be all right if we have the will of God in view. If you do well for yourself all men will praise you; on the other hand, if you do not, men will reproach you; you have not made the best of your opportunities. They said to the Lord, Show thyself to the world. Christ pleased not Himself, but put Himself in the place of reproach, and we should be content to accept that place. Men like men who do well for themselves. In the present time it is of the last moment to be filled with the knowledge of his will. That is real intelligence. All real intelligence has reference to the will of God. Then it is you walk worthily of the Lord. Gods will is really to gather up all in a suitable head, who will gather up all in unity, and give character to it. That is the thought of the will of God. God has abounded towards us in all wisdom, to make known the mystery of His will. The mystery is, that it is not made manifest publicly, but it is to be known. The apostle says, That I may make it manifest. It is important to insist that God has His own will in Christ, and that in contrast to the active will of man. It is for us to accept His will, and have no will of our own. There can be no security for the happiness of the universe until all is pervaded by one will. There could not be a state of things in which peace and content prevail, unless it were pervaded by one will. In Colossians, it is walking worthy of the Lord. In Ephesians, it is worthy of your vocation; and in Thessalonians, it is worthy of God. Each expression brings in a difference of thought. We walk worthy of the Lord in the sense that He is our Lord. Walking worthy of our vocation is that Jew and Gentile are builded together for an habitation of God. It is a great thing to walk worthy of the Lord. There is a tendency to adapt our ways to man, because man is in power for the moment. The corrective of that is to walk worthy of the Lord. It would keep people straight morally if they were to consider what is worthy of the Lord. The Lord is the One who gives effect to the will of God. The will of God at once brings the Lord into view; and, therefore, the only way in which we can be fitted to walk worthy of the Lord, is to be filled with the knowledge of Gods will. The grace of God had borne fruit in the Colossians, and they had love in the Spirit; and so the apostle is led to pray for them, that it might be still further evident that they were trees of Gods planting. The evidence of healthy vigour in a tree is bearing fruit, and growing. There is no more beautiful object in natural things than a healthy, vigorous tree. 

    What is the difference between the will of the Lord and the will of God? 

    FERThe former had reference to a detail in the apostles life. He was bent upon going up to Jerusalem. The Lord has His own will in regard to His servants. Paul was not quite in that path; he was mistaken, and would not be turned from going up to Jerusalem; and so the brethren said, the will of the Lord be done. The will of God is a much larger thought. The will of the Lord is what is to govern the saints down here, and the will of God is what God has purposed in Christ. That is not indefinite; it is the heading-up of all in Christ, thrones and dominions and principalities and powers; all are to be headed-up in Christ. That is to govern us in all our ways; we should be labouring in view of that, that people might be detached from the world-system, and that they might be drawn and attached to Christ. God is working at the present time the first part of His will, that is the body of Christ. The point is not merely to get people converted; but that they should be in living connection with Christ. If we have the will of God in view, we shall have this thought before us. Christ died to the end that we might be delivered from this present evil world; and, if so, then it ought to be the end we have in view; and the only way that deliverance can be effected is by people being attached to Christ, who is the beginning of another world. I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto me, John 12: 32. 

    The end of verse 10, increasing, should be growing by the true knowledge of God. It is like the sap of the tree, by which it grows. The knowledge of God is that by which we grow. There are many things that interest people; but I do not know of anything that affects people morally except the knowledge of God. 

    Romans presents two attributes of God, righteousness and faithfulness; and that knowledge of God becomes the moral foundation in every Christian. Every mans real intelligence is his measure of the knowledge of God. One great effect of it is, that you get everything put in its place in your mind. In the world you may get a genius by an enormous development of mind in some particular direction; but it is spoiled by some great defect in another direction. Now, the knowledge of God never has that kind of effect; it puts everything in its proper place and proportion in your mind. Some have not the knowledge of God, 1 Corinthians 15: 34; that is, not that they were not converted, but their ways showed that they had not the knowledge of God. If I know God in His righteousness, it bears fruit according to itself; we shall be servants to righteousness. Then, again, if I know Gods faithfulness, it produces an answer in me to itself. So love; if we know Gods love, we shall love. In view of knowing God, you should cultivate intercourse with God; like Mary, who sat at the feet of Jesus; she became intelligent. John drank deeply into the knowledge of God; the knowledge of God produced good results. The new man here is the witness to Christ in heaven. In verse 10 the figure before the mind of the apostle is a tree  fruitful in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God. 

    You get a remarkable expression in verse 11  Strengthened with all power, according to the might of his glory. The bearing of the power here is more subjective and operative in us, unto patience and all longsuffering with joyfulness; that is, that we may take the path of the Lord down here. That marked His pathway here: Patience and longsuffering with joy. That is what will come out in us, by the power of His glory. It is not by His glory; but by the power of it. What a change it will bring into the world when Christ comes, and establishes such principles as mercy and longsuffering and patience. As you get older, you have the same strength of will, and less power to control it. 

    What is Might of his glory? 

    FERWhen Christ comes in His glory, He will come in power to establish such principles as patience and longsuffering. We have not got the glory; but we have the might of it. It depends upon the apprehension of the glory of the Lord. When He comes in glory, He will establish these principles. Christ is in heaven, and He tolerates Satan. He is crowned with glory and honour; and set above all authorities and powers, and yet He tolerates Satan. It will not always be the case; but he will not be cast down before his time. See the patience and longsuffering of the Lord in regard to this world. He has all power to put down evil, and yet He goes on in all patience and longsuffering. The power of his glory comes out in our waiting in patience and longsuffering. God will do nothing before the time. Even Antichrist cannot be revealed before his time. The mystery of God will be completed when all is made manifest; there will be no more mystery then. 

    From verse 12 we get on to the ground of the Father and the Son. It is like John in that way, giving thanks unto the Father, who hath made us meet. Meetness must be in some moral sense. There can be no faith in the gospel without some moral effect in a man. If you get new wine, you must get new bottles. It is a simple question of believing; but, then, it is equally true, that in believing, a moral effect is produced. When a man believes the gospel, his heart is affected by the grace of God; it is impossible for a man to believe the gospel without immediately some moral effect being produced. The thief was made meet, there was a work of God in him, as well as the work of Christ for him, and so he went to paradise. A man needs to be judicially cleansed; but a man must be morally cleansed too. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you, John 15: 3. 

    In the gospel it is not a mere presentation of grace to men  it is that  but it is with a view to producing a corresponding effect in man. A man could not come into the view of the grace of God without being affected by it. The grace of God teaches us to live soberly, righteously, and godly, etc.  Knowing the grace of God in truth. In truth is a most important expression. The apostle speaks of the word of truth. A moral thought is always conveyed in truth. 

    You do not exclude the thought of the work of Christ in being made meet? 

    FEROh, no; but there must be a corresponding work in man. There must be new bottles for new wine. When the word of Gods grace affects a man, he builds his house on a rock, and it stands. The grace of God, which justifies a man, affects him morally. The Spirit when given connects itself with that which is already wrought in the believer. We receive the truth in the love of it; and when that is so, the Spirit when He comes, connects Himself with that which is already wrought there. The new wine is the tidings of grace, all that Christ has brought in, grace reigning through righteousness. 

    What is Partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light? 

    FERThe work of God fits a man for the light. We are delivered from the authority of darkness; that is, the power of idolatry. With people who were brought up in idolatry it is more fully realised  the immense change brought in by Christ. 

    What are new bottles? 

    FERThey represent man as new. The gospel is presented that man may turn to God, and when a man turns to God, he is new. The Spirit when given connects itself with the work already wrought in a man  but a man in believing the gospel is really affected by having believed it. 

    It is a great point to be filled with the knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. We could not conceive a greater privilege at this time  when all is confusion and perplexity  than to have the knowledge of His will, not dogmatically, but in all wisdom, and spiritual understanding. Then we get two things, fruitful and increasing, like a vigorous tree. I am sure we do not give sufficient diligence to being filled with the knowledge of His will. God has abounded toward us in all wisdom, having made known to us the mystery of His will. But that is Gods side, and our side is to be filled with the knowledge of it, and in a way to turn it to account, that is by having it in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. The mystery of Gods will is that all is to be headed-up in Christ; and we could not conceive of things being rectified, and held in harmony and unity except by being headed-up in one. There are various parts in the moral universe; but all is to be headed-up in one. The testimony of God came in to overthrow all that existed and dominated in mans mind; and then to establish all that is according to God. 

    In Corinthians that comes out wonderfully. There is the temple, and the oracles; but the light in the temple is to be diffused. That is what God has done. Idolatry and philosophy were overthrown. Contemptible as Christianity was at the outset, what really took place was the overthrow of all that existed. It really did so in result; for the temple of God was established, and not only that, but the light and truth were scattered; the administration of the Spirit diffused the light. What dominated man was overthrown, and what was of God was established. Death, 

    too, is overcome, and it will be finally destroyed. Victory over death came in. 

    RemThe introduction to the Ephesians is similar to this. 

    FERYes, they approximate. Colossians is the first epistle that brings us on to the ground of purpose: all the others are elementary: Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians; but here we come to Gods purpose, His will; what is before Him to effect. The assembly has its place in that will. 

    Where does Hebrews come in? 

    FERIt is solid food in contrast to milk. The epistle is trying to get them to the ground of purpose. There are two lines in Scripture: there is Gods approach to man; and there is, too, the work of God in man. Gods will is the fruit of His wisdom. God has intervened to bring to pass a universe according to Himself, and that out of the wreck and ruin of this; and the vessel by which God is to accomplish all is Christ. All is dependent on a Man. All was lost in a man; but all is recovered in a man. Of course, it depends upon who that man is. 

    What follows in this chapter is the unfolding of the headship of Christ. In Thessalonians we are to walk worthy of the kingdom; here it is to walk worthy of the Lord; and in another place it is to walk worthy of God. We show the effects of the authority of the Lord. Ministry is connected with the Lord; and we show the effects of it by being fruitful, and increasing by the knowledge of God. That is the evidence in us of the ministry of the Lord. We could not say that Christ increased by the knowledge of God; but it is the effect of the ministry of the Lord in us. It is really sunshine; growth depends upon light and air. We get everything by the Spirit. It is a great point to recognise that the Spirit is the Teacher. The effect and power of the anointing is to bring us into contact with divine Persons. Israel were not brought into contact with Persons; they had mainly to do with the letter. When the Lord came, His disciples came into contact with a Person  and the effect of the Spirit having come is that we are brought into contact with Persons in heaven, and also into contact with persons on earth, the brethren. By one Spirit we both have access to the Father, and thus we are brought into contact with God and Christ. If you are to grow, you must have to do with God. Abiding in Christ is abiding in the light of God, which is effulgent in Christ. It is the knowledge of what God is in Himself, what He has declared Himself to be in righteousness and love. You cannot be in the light without being affected by it, and you would be characterised, too, by what you abide in. Everything, flowers, etc.  take their colour from the light; particular parts absorb light, and so they get colour. If we abide in the light, we shall take our colour from it. It leads to enlargement, too; you get out of the littleness of man, into the greatness of God, into the light of His righteousness, and mercy, and love. You increase by the knowledge of God. Mans greatest idea of man consists in heroism and patriotism. The latter would have had no place if sin had not come in. When you come into the thought of God, you come to self-sacrificing love. There was no heroism in Christ; it was all a question of doing the will of Him who sent Him, and that in meekness. The ministry of the Lord Jesus here was the setting forth of the rights of God in mercy; the Lord asserted the right of God to show mercy to man. It is a great thing if we are set on being fruitful and increasing by the knowledge of God. It is strengthened with all might, etc., and that not for heroism, but for patience and longsuffering. These qualities are not heroism; but they will enable you to stand in the testimony. By these you can gain the day and overcome. The apostle did so; he overcame. 

    It is wonderful to see how everything of God was done; when God wanted prophets, prophets came. So John the Baptist came, and he did what God intended should be done. So, too, the Lord came; so also the apostles; they did what God intended; they kept the faith, and that is the great point. All that God intends, will be done. Moses broke the first tables of stone; but the tables were to be put in the ark, and they were put in the ark. So the prophets; they spoke, and gave their testimony, and the circle of prophecy is completed; and all that God intended was done. You may be sure, too, in looking forward to the future, that God will bring all to pass. Israel were to go into Babylon, and to Babylon they went; and they were to come from Babylon, and they did; and they were to reject Christ, and so they did. We are not left here to do great things; we are not to be conspicuous here; but to be here in all patience and longsuffering. 

    RemIt supposes that things are against you. 

    FERYes, it does; all is in contrariety. Christ has ascended up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things; that is the might of His glory. The point with the Christian is to be here according to the last Adam, not according to the first. We are to put on the new man. That is what we are according to Christ, created after God in righteousness and holiness of truth. Now, we get a remarkable passage following in connection with the Father and the Son (see verses 12 - 14). Then from verse 15 we get an unfolding of the headship of Christ; but the real point of the passage is what you are brought into contact with  divine Persons. If we have the Spirit, and are thus brought into attachment to Christ, we are made meet. Whatever is in attachment to Christ is meet. 

    In verse 14, through his blood, should not be there, it is in Ephesians. The style here is more rapid; here the glory of His Person is more in prominence; here it is the Father and the Son; it is Persons. The Son is man, of course; but here it is His Person that is prominent. No one knew Christ except as man; but still we can abstract the mind, and think of the Person. 

    What lies between the passage that precedes and the giving thanks to the Father? 

    FERIt is the climax; there would be an actual expression of your indebtedness to the Father. Giving thanks is an indication of the condition of the spirit; so here we are impressed with what has been done for us, and we are giving thanks. He has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and brought us into attachment to Christ  into the kingdom  into the sway of the Son of his love. All is stated here on the sovereignty side; it is what God does. Attachment proper means brought into bond  married to another  joined to the Lord. It is the contrast to lawlessness, which means breaking away from bond and attachment. Attachment in the sense of affection is quite a conventional use of the word. 

    In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Without that we could not approach; being brought into attachment you have forgiveness in Him. You are never called upon to believe that you are forgiven; but that forgiveness is there. It is the mind of God for every one  faith apprehends that; but it is by the Spirit that you get it, and then having it, we have liberty of approach. It is by the witness of the Spirit, that we have a purged conscience. What faith apprehends is the mind of God for all; but many do not come into the light of it. People want to believe something about themselves. In Luke 7 you get that when they had nothing to pay he frankly forgave them both; but Simon did not come into the light of it. When the Lord Jesus was here He was the witness of Gods mercy to man, and available for every man. Mans responsibility in regard to Gods testimony must be maintained. The Lord says, Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

    Why redemption, even the forgiveness of sins? 

    FERRedemption takes that form in regard to us. Redemption is that the liabilities are met. You are free of that liability. Redemption is not yet applied to the body. Forgiveness is most important, for without it you could not approach God; you could not enter into all that is Gods mind, unless you approach God; and forgiveness of sins is necessary for that. We cannot enter into the thought and purpose of God, except as we are in liberty with God, and in the holiest; and to be in the holiest you must have a purged conscience. Being in the kingdom of the Son of His love, and having forgiveness, you are free to approach. Darkness subsisted by mans ignorance of God; but bring man into the light of redemption, and the darkness is dispelled. In Christendom the moral idea of conversion is scoffed at, and people are kept in ignorance of God; and Scripture is discredited. Redemption is complete in Christ for God; but we have to appropriate it. Redemption was complete for God before any one was redeemed. All the ways of God are based on Christ Jesus; but we have to come into the light of it, so that we can say, in whom we have redemption. We have come into the light of it. We lose the force of many of the statements which the apostle uses, as, for instance, the authority of darkness. As a matter of fact it has been broken. If we went into heathen, idolatrous countries, we should feel we were face to face with the power of darkness. I do not believe that idolatry was an invention of man; it was the power of darkness. One form of idolatry is covetousness; and another is doing homage to the god and prince of this world. In popery and high churchism there is an immense amount of idolatry; when you come to the mass, and mediators and saints, you come to idolatry in a very unmistakable way. 

    Verses 15 and 16 refer to the proper place of Christ in relationship to creation. He is the Image of the invisible God; that is, He is representative. The invisible God is presented and represented in the Image. He is the Firstborn of every creature. Christ as last Adam can take up everything in creation right. All things were created by him and for him. For him contemplated that He would take up headship in regard to them. Had He not creation right I scarcely see how redemption right could come in. I cannot conceive anything more important than the relation of Christ to all things. For him is in view of Him. By him is instrumentally by His power. He is before all things, and by him all things consist. He is the pillar of the universe. The foundations of the earth are out, of course, but He bears up the pillars thereof. He holds all the parts of the moral universe together. When all became dislocated, it was only in view of Christ that God could go on with things. Angels sinned in heaven. God took up Israel and then the nations, but all was in view of Christ. You want an explanation of God being able to go on with things in heaven and things on earth, such as they were. There is so much in us that answers to the dislocation. What spoiled things in heaven was lawlessness. The devil sinned from the beginning. Then lawlessness came in on earth; then came disintegration. Cain slew Abel. You could not get greater disintegration than that. What marks the present moment is lawlessness and disintegration. Adam broke away from God, and then Cain slew Abel. Then all that followed in the history of the world evidences the same principles. 

    In verse 16 we get the expression all things; it is one of frequent occurrence in the New Testament, both with Paul and John. It refers here to Christ for by him were all things created. When Christ takes up all things which He does in the world to come, He does so in the right of creation as well as the right of redemption. The same thing comes out in Revelation 4 and 5, Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are, and were created. I should attach great importance to the expression all things  all things are delivered unto me, of my Father, Matthew 11: 27; all things that the Father hath are mine, John 16: 15 gather together in one, all things in Christ, Ephesians 1: 10. The expression all things does not refer to material things. It is principalities, and powers, thrones, and dominions. In the whole course of things right away from the beginning, whatever God instituted was in view of Christ, and to be taken up in due time by Christ. 

    First-born of all creation. Is that synonymous with all things? 

    FERYes, I should think so: by him were all things created. It is specified here what are the all things, viz., thrones, etc. The Lord takes up all things on double right, creation and redemption: the first is the right of creation. The all things were created for His pleasure. They are now under liability, and He takes that up. The first dominion God created was that of Adam: it was the position in which God placed Adam. What is man? ... thou hast set him over the works of thy hands ... thou madest him to have dominion. Dominion was conferred on Adam. He was the head; that is the first dominion God instituted in connection with the earth. In Noah the principle of government came in; he received dominion in connection with the sword of government. Moses and David were in divinely given dominion. Whatever God saw fit to institute, it was created in view of Christ. Then there are created things in heaven. Christ will not merely come in to take these things up, when men have failed, but they were created for Him, that is in view of His taking them up. 

    Will you explain Old things have passed away and all things are become new? 

    FERThe old things were the things of responsibility, but the new things are the things of reconciliation. Adam and Noah and all the others who were put in positions were so on the ground of responsibility, and the question was, whether they could hold them for God. But they all failed. Moses failed. 

    Is new creation wholly subjective? 

    FERYes; it is man who is new created. In general, new creation is used in connection with man, and is subjective. In Christ Jesus, neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature, Galatians 6: 15, and that is subjective. The positions themselves were all right, only those placed in them were unable to hold them. It is a point of the greatest moment, that all the dealings of God in the past, were in view of Christ. A breakdown has come in. But Christ has not come in merely as a remedy (though He is that), but all was created in view of His taking them up. A man in Christ refers to mans state. If any man be in Christ .. a new creation. To head up all things in Christ is an objective thought, but if any man be in Christ is a question of state. It is a new bottle. 

    Is new creation involved in Made us meet? 

    FERYes; it involves that. I admit that if a man has the Spirit, he is made meet; but still it involves the work of God in him. If a man has the smallest appreciation of Christ  let it be as small as may be  that man is made meet. If there is appreciation of Christ, then there is affection, and that man is made meet. Quickening and new creation are akin; there is not much difference. In Ephesians 2 the apostle predicates both regarding the Ephesians: you hath he quickened  created in Christ Jesus. The difference of idea is, that in quickening it is for God, and for the circle in which God may place you. New creation is to put a man before men, a new man created in righteousness and holiness of truth. 

    What is the Kingdom of the Son of his love? 

    FERIf we have a distinguished king in whom every moral quality harmonises, he will give character to his kingdom. So if you get the Son of his love, you may be sure He will give character to His kingdom. It is a great thing to see Christ as the Son: many a one sees Him as Saviour and Lord, who does not see Him as Son. That every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life, John 6: 40. There are things visible and invisible; there are things which have come within the range of mans knowledge, but there are things which have not. Man has not seen principalities and powers. Christ is the image of the invisible God: He is the perfect representation. Adam was made in the image of God, that is relatively to the lower creation. A man who sees no difference between man and the brute creation, is blinded. It is simply monstrous. No argument should be spent upon it; it is not worth it. Man was representative of God: he represented God to the inferior creation. Had Adam remained as God made him, he would have been an object of reverence to all that came from him. Likeness means completely free from moral taint. He was pure in the nature of things. God as God is invisible, whom no man hath seen, nor can see. But if a divine Person becomes man, He brings God into the presence of men. God as God is outside the ken of man; although the Son of God became incarnate and God was revealed. But God adjusts that with the fact that God remains God, 

    and as such He is invisible. In the incarnation of the Son of God you get the revelation of God, but you get too the Man of Gods purpose. He is before all things, and by him all things consist. 

    It is interesting to see certain things that came out in the course of Gods dealings, which are never repeated; for instance, the flood. God purged the earth with water; but it was not in view of this world, but in view of the world to come. He purged some abominations which had come to pass and which He could not tolerate. The earth is never again purged. So with Israel: they were taken out of Egypt, but it will never be done again. They forfeited the land because of the golden calf and so they have yet to be brought into the land, but that will be in the world to come. Their captivity to Babylon was predicted before they went into the land. God will recover them from Babylon  not again from Egypt. 

    What is By him all things consist? 

    FERThey are held together by Him. For the moment everything seems dislocated, but things are maintained. They appear out of gear, but He upholds all things by the word of his power. The whole physical system is held together by the Sun, so everybody will be held together in Christ as head. He that is not subject to the Son, shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him, John 3: 36. That describes the state of the Jew at this moment. They are lawless and out of their orbit. The wrath of God is upon the Jew  it is suspended in a way, but when God takes up the Jew again, they will then come under it. The harlot will come under the wrath of God, her flesh will be burned. Things in heaven have been affected by evil, the throne of darkness is above. In Revelation a great conflict takes place between Satan and his angels, and Michael and his angels, and the devil is cast out, and he will find no more place there. He is the head of the body, the assembly (verse 18). 

    In Ephesians Head to the church is the crown of all, but here it is the beginning: and is stated differently. Here it is inherent, and in Ephesians it is given. Looked at inherently, He is the Head of the body, but in Ephesians He is the Head over all things and Head to the body. It is His exaltation as man, first taken out of death; and then Head of the body is the crown of all. Here in Colossians He is Head inherently, not as a man down here. He is the Son of the Fathers love. He began His history here as man, and He went up to the right hand of God; but John has another line. He came out of heaven, and this line touches John. It is exceedingly interesting to see it stated in this way  He is the Head  the beginning; the First-born from the dead. The last is relative, for others are to be brought in on the ground of resurrection; as death lay upon them. He is the First-born from the dead. A death blow is struck at death. In the fact of Christ becoming man, He is the beginning. Every family will take its character from Christ. The church will, Israel will, and all the Old Testament saints too, and the nations. It will be a great thing to see an end of all confusion, and see all in harmony, which will be when Christ takes up everything. Here on earth He could subdue all evil in His presence, and in every circle in which He was He gave character to that circle, and He is able to do that to the utmost degree. Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining on him, the same is he which baptiseth with the Holy Ghost, John 1: 33. He received the Spirit that He might communicate it. Nothing stood before Christ; death, demons, disease depart. The effect of Christ coming here was brought to an issue in regard to Israel. There was a separation between the clean and the unclean; and the demons went into the herd of swine and down they go to the abyss and that is where the Jews are today. 

    God would not have gone on with man except in view of Christ. The blood taken into the holiest of all proves that it went beyond Israel. Now we get the headship of Christ on the footing of resurrection (verse 18). In regard to creation, it does not speak of Him as the beginning. When it comes to the ground of resurrection, then it is that He is the beginning. The starting-point of everything is Christ risen. It is wonderful what you get in Christ as man. You get an Object of perfect divine complacency; one who can impart His Spirit to men on the ground of redemption. All the fulness was pleased to dwell in him, and He made peace by the blood of his cross. There you get the two things. The heavenly host celebrated Glory to God in the highest, and good pleasure in man. It was the same at the baptism and on the mount of transfiguration. He, as man, was the object of divine complacency, and He could impart His Spirit to man. He is the head of the body, is actual and final. He is that, but there is a headship which is provisional. He is head of every man. 

    What do you understand by the body? It is a recognised thing in Scripture. It is assumed here; but what is the idea which is to be understood? 

    Is it not the assembly? 

    FEROh, yes; but it implies that there is something here for Christ. I think it is that which lives in His life. The body is the vehicle of the life of Christ in a moral sense. Christ is a Man in heaven, and has His body, but the body is the vehicle of His life down here. It is the vehicle of blessing because it is the vehicle of Christs life. Of course it must be taken up and understood morally. Every Christian is in the body. The Galatians were not living much in His life, but they were in the body. So, too, the Corinthians. They had received the Spirit, and so were in the body. Colossians is in advance of the elementary epistles. The great point in Colossians is life; the Spirit is only once mentioned. The idea is that the body is here in His life. You get when Christ who is our life, then all the exhortations in chapter 3 seem to go on the ground of Christ being the life of the body. The body is always viewed as provisionally complete, like a regiment; if all were killed but ten men, yet the regiment is there. The body is not the public thing; we have to maintain individuality in these days, but I recognise the existence of the body, and therefore I could not be sectarian. Sectarianism is a practical denial of the body. It is a falsification of the truth. Every quality of Christ comes out in the body, compassion and mercy, etc.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. It is Christ in you. He is the beginning. It is a wonderful thing; you can never improve upon the divine beginning. A child learning to paint may improve upon the beginning, and in time may become an artist. So a potter, he may begin by some rough work, and eventually become a skilled potter. But that is because of human infirmity; but you cannot imagine any improvement in God. 

    Is He the beginning in incarnation, or in resurrection? 

    FERIt is Himself who is the beginning, although resurrection is contemplated here. One of the Essays and Reviews is on the education of the world; by the late Dr. Temple  and he says that there has been brought out an education of man, and Christ coming in was a part in that education. It was the education of fallen man. It all went on wrong lines, for it made man the beginning, but Christ is the beginning. How men who profess Christianity can commit themselves to such things in the teeth of Scripture is to me quite astounding. If Christ did not stand on the footing of out of the dead, no one could stand with Him. Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. You cannot improve upon Gods beginning, for Gods work is just as good at the beginning as at the end. The beginning involves the finish; the foundations of a house involve the roof. In the succeeding verses we get great light in regard to what will give character to the universe (see verses 20 - 22). Christ was personally the Object of divine complacency; but the object in view was that all was to be brought into divine complacency, and all the fulness of God is available for man as light, because it is in a Man. 

    Chapter 3 gives us things in the present. Chapter 1 goes back to what has been effected. Christ made peace by the blood of his cross. It goes back to what Christ was here upon earth. In him all the fulness was pleased to dwell. The Father was there, and the Spirit was there. The Father which dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. They were the Fathers works, and they were done in the power of the Spirit. There was the perfect setting forth of divine Persons. The fulness of Godhead was there. In the present time, if people disregard the Spirit, God will give no light; they are left to their own imaginings. What these great men put out are lies; they do violence to the Spirit, therefore have no light. It is impossible to understand divine things by the natural understanding. Mans mind does not rise beyond mans things. If divine things are to be understood, we must have the Spirit of God. The mass of Christendom give no place to the Spirit. I am amazed at people going and attaching themselves to the great systems of men. They have no understanding, or they could not. There is no gathering-point except Christ. The Spirit of God gathers to Christ. The Spirit of God will not gather any particular company to Christ. He gathers the whole company, and although we do not see it yet, we recognise it. To reconcile all things unto himself. 

    Then it is amplified, and says, By him, I say, whether they be things on earth, or things in heaven. It is a great thing to get into view the all things and Christ in relation to them. The assembly is only one item of all things. It has a wonderful place, because it is His body, yet it is not the all things. It is the inner circle. If a stone is thrown into the water, you get a great number of concentric circles; but then there is an inmost circle, but every circle has the same centre. The inmost circle is the only existing circle. In Hebrews 12 there is one company you come to, mount Zion, but that is a mount; then to the heavenly Jerusalem, which is an idea; then to the church of the firstborn, that is actually existing. There are the angels, too  an innumerable company of angels; that company is actually existing. We do not come to Israel, nor the nations, because we have not come to them yet; but we have come to Jesus, and the blood of sprinkling, they are actually there, Scripture is so accurate. God has many controversies with men, but Christ came in, and settled every controversy. He made peace by the blood of His cross. God has no controversy with man at the present time; it is preaching peace to you that were afar off, and to them that were nigh. God will have a controversy with man by-and-by. Speaking broadly in regard to men, God has no controversy with man at the present time. God may have a controversy with an individual, in the way of discipline, but that is more a Fathers chastening. When man sets up Antichrist, then he has a controversy with God. They refuse the appointed Head, but that brings in judgement. It is remarkable how all through God allows things to go on until they are morally ripe. 

    RemRevelation 14, The grapes are fully ripe. The grapes are judgement  the harvest is for God, and He says, Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe; it does not say fully ripe. Man precipitates things so; it is a great thing to wait until things are ripe, and they are fully manifested. 

    FERIn cases of discipline they are often prematurely dealt with, and it brings in confusion. Then we get that reconciliation has already taken place in regard to the assembly (see verse 21). Reconciliation is not complete without presentation. The reconciliation of the prodigal was not complete until the prodigal was brought into it. It is not complete until we are presented holy and unblameable. The object of reconciliation is to bring into divine complacency, but then the objects must be brought into the consciousness of it. 

    Why does it say if? 

    FERIt must be conditional so long as we are here. If you view saints abstractly, you can leave out the element of responsibility; but the moment you speak of Christians upon earth, you must bring it in, for there is nothing absolute upon earth. The only way in which we can speak of Christians as in heaven, is as looking at them abstractly; but the moment you look upon them as being down here, let them have as much light as may be, there is still the danger of their being moved away from the hope of the gospel. 

    Since the saints stood in the truth of reconciliation, the next thing was the body  reconciliation paving the way for the body. We could not understand much about the truth of the body if we did not enter into reconciliation. Reconciliation connects itself with the gospel  the apostle puts it, if ye continue in the faith ... and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel. The gospel in one sense covers everything. The ministry of the mystery does not confer anything on you; the gospel confers everything. There are four ministries spoken of: (1) Ministry of the gospel; (2) Of the new covenant; (3) Of reconciliation; (4) Of the mystery. The gospel covers the first three. The mystery is sometimes called the mystery of the gospel. We are really brought by the gospel into what the mystery unfolds. The ministry of the mystery unfolds what the gospel confers. Here in Colossians 1 we get two ministries  the gospel and the mystery; and in 2 Corinthians we get the two intermediate ministries  the new covenant and reconciliation. God has set forth in the Lord Jesus Christ what the terms are on which He is with us; this is the ministry of the new covenant. Reconciliation brings in the thought that all is to be for the pleasure of God, that man may be a new creation. We are reconciled that we should be holy and unblameable in His sight. He has removed the distance that we might be before Him according to His pleasure. We have to take in one thing after another, we cannot take in all at once. God in the gospel speaks from the height of His purpose (see John 3: 16), but I doubt if we can take it in as quickly; so the truth is presented in a way that we can take it in, step by step; hence we get it presented in different ministries. The apostle speaks to the Corinthians as they were able to bear it; so the first epistle is chiefly taken up with the gospel (see chapter 15). Then in 2 Corinthians we get the ministry of the new covenant, and in chapter 5 we get the ministry of reconciliation. We could not take in the thought of God as to reconciliation unless we were believers. It was all in the thought of God from the outset. The father had all in his thought from the very first, when he ran to meet the prodigal. Of course, reconciliation has reference to the state we were in, but then the reconciliation was effected by the death of Christ, not by what was effected in us. The Corinthians had to enter into it, but the reconciliation was effected in the death of Gods Son, otherwise there could not be the testimony of it, the word of reconciliation. The Corinthians were not in all the good of the gospel. The parable of the prodigal carries us much further than the good Samaritan. 

    One is the wilderness, the other carries you inside. Until a man is free of the judgement under which he is, you cannot talk to him of anything; when he knows that, you may set forth to him the terms upon which God is with him; then reconciliation being effected, he can be here for the pleasure of God, being a new creature. We beseech ... be ye reconciled to God is abstract. The apostle is stating in a broad way what was his ministry; what began in Christ: God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them was being continued in the apostle, though he could go further; for reconciliation having been effected in Christ, the word of reconciliation was committed to him. 

    When shall we be presented holy and unblameable in His sight  is it future? 

    FERIt is abstract. We are reconciled for this purpose. I should not say it is future. The statement of it having been made, we should seek to accept it, and enter into it now. The if of verse 23 is to recognise them as still in the place of responsibility; to present you is to set you before God. It is not a question of what we are practically (although in a way it is), but what we are in the new man. Just as much as we are in the reality of new creation, do we enter into being holy and unblameable in his sight. Verse 23 is true of the most spiritual Christian that ever lived, that he is responsible not to be moved away from the hope of the gospel. There is no mystery in heaven. Mystery refers to something that takes place on earth. In Ephesians 2, where saints are spoken of as raised up and made to sit in heavenly places, there is nothing about mystery; but in Ephesians 3, where what we are on earth is taken up, we get mystery again. The remarkable thing that comes out in the mystery is that the Christ who was rejected from this earth is here on this earth; and how does that come about? His body is here, and that is the truth of the mystery. The apostle goes on to speak of the body (verse 24). The afflictions of Christ. Christ is still looked upon as suffering here. What exposed the apostle to persecution was the preaching and the carrying of the testimony to the Gentiles. The Jews always persecuted for this, forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles, as in Thessalonians. Still, after all, he was filling up the afflictions of Christ, and we ought all to be filling up what remains to us. Moses suffered the reproach of Christ because of his service; so Christ is still in affliction. He is suffering in His body, the assembly, and we have come in to fill up that which remains. If we were as devoted to the service of Christs body as Paul was, we should come more into His afflictions. The Lord is perfectly sovereign, and if you are to serve His body, you will have to break with the ties of flesh; not that you become unnatural, but His body takes the precedence. If you go on the line of knowing no one after the flesh, and are content to take that ground, you are likely to suffer in the flesh, natural ties are subordinated to this. If I know people in a social line, it is knowing them after the flesh. We are to regard people as they are in new creation; so I should have as much objection to a sort of communism, as I should to social distinctions. There is as much evil in levelling up as in levelling down. Every saint will come out in display, otherwise there would not be a complete display of Christ; Ephesians 1: 23. The thought of the bride is that He has the church for His own comfort. The body is that which is adequate for the complete display of Christ. In order to this you must have every saint; it is only thus it is adequate for a complete display of Christ. 

    We little know what it was for Him to become a Man. It takes the whole church to set it forth. The divine idea of the body is that Christ should be still here. The head and the body are always looked at as distinct. The figure of the human body is only taken up for the body. Everything comes forth from the head to the body. It is head in the sense of chief. Christ is Head of the assembly as the husband is head of the wife. There has been an attempt to employ and carry figures too strictly and literally. The Head is the One from whom we derive everything. Verse 25, Complete the word of God. The epistle to the Colossians has always Gentiles in view. Reconciliation comes in more prominently with the Gentile; the Jew having been under law, responsibility is taken up in connection with him. The mystery explains how Christ can be in the very scene where He was rejected, and the only way that could be is in the body which is taken from Him. Nothing can really represent Christ except what is of Christ; we only really represent Him as we are partakers of the divine nature. The body is here  the Head is in heaven, but we derive from Him. Christ was the light of the world when He was here. Now the assembly is that; but the assembly does not answer to the mind of God about it. It has left its first love. It has not represented Christ. It has not been a true witness, so the threat hangs over it to remove the candlestick. How little we look into the great thought of God about the assembly, that which is to represent Christ; and who can understand that Christ can be here, actually, in the very scene from which He was rejected. This can only be as we derive from Him, just as truly as Eve was formed out of Adam. 

    Was what came out in Christ God reconciling continued in the assembly? 

    FERIn Christ, God was here. When Christ was here all the fulness of God was here; the line on which God was, was reconciling man to Himself. He draws near to man, not imputing trespasses. The apostle was an ambassador. We could not say this of the Lord. It was God who was here. In Christ we get the full revelation of all Gods thoughts in regard to man. There is a danger of losing sight of the very special place the apostles had as regards their ministry  they inaugurated as it were  they were pioneers. Our preaching and testimony is simply what came out by the apostles. They were inspired. The apostles could say our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son. They write that our fellowship may be with them. The our is emphatic, and marks the special place the apostles had in the testimony and service. We constantly get an apostolic we. Here in Colossians he speaks in the singular: Whereof I am made minister. The apostles wish was to make all know what they had seen and heard, that our fellowship might be with them, and then he shows the full height of their fellowship with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

  
    THE KINGDOM (FER 3)

    2 Peter 1; Colossians 1: 12 - 14

    It is plain enough that there is a connection between the thoughts in these two passages. In the first of Colossians the apostle Paul speaks of the Father having delivered saints from the power or authority of darkness  idolatry was the expression of that  and translated them into the kingdom of the Son of His love. Peter also refers to the kingdom when alluding to the vision which they had seen on the holy mount: what they saw in vision there was the kingdom of the Son of Gods love. In verse 17 we have the record of what had passed on the holy mount, the voice which came to Jesus, saying, This is my beloved Son. Therefore in this chapter Peter evidently refers to the same thing to which Paul refers in Colossians 1; in the mind of Peter it was based on the vision which they had seen in the holy mount. The peculiarity of Paul is that he gives the kingdom a present application to us. 

    I want to bring before you, if I can, the great importance of the kingdom. I am sure it has not been sufficiently apprehended. If you want to go on in divine things, you must begin with the kingdom. What I understand to be the gain of the kingdom is, that God has been pleased to set us in rest and security, in order that He may teach us. What He proposes to teach us is, in principle, the force of the new covenant; and the object of that is, that we may come out in the character of the heavenly city, the bride of Christ, here upon earth. 

    I am going to speak a little about the kingdom, and the gain of entering into it. I have no doubt whatever that a great many people have received the kingdom who have hardly entered into it. To give you an illustration of that, I would turn your attention to Luke 8 and 9. In the former the sower sows the word, and the product of it is the mysteries of the kingdom. In chapter 9 you get the vision on the holy mount, and then it was that Peter, James, and John entered into the kingdom. Not simply had they received the word of God, as in chapter 8; but they were taken up by the Lord on the holy mount, and they saw the vision here recorded. If I look abroad upon Christendom, I should say that men have received the kingdom in the way of testimony, but they have never left the world and gone into the holy mount, like Peter, James, and John, so as to enter into the kingdom. It is one thing to receive it, another to enter into it. There are two steps: the first is, to receive the kingdom of God as little children; the second, to enter into it. In order to get the gain of the kingdom you must enter into it; you need to leave the world in which Christ is rejected, and to go up into the holy mount, as it were, in company with Peter, James, and John, and there to apprehend the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. Beholding the glory of the Lord with unveiled face  that is how you apprehend it. You have to leave the world, not in fact nor in body, but in spirit, for the glory of the Lord. 

    My main object is to show you the great gain of entering into the kingdom. It means a great deal more to people than they have been accustomed to think. But first let me say a word in regard to the ministry of Peter. Peters ministry is peculiar in a way; it leads on to the heavenly city. In the holy Jerusalem, in Revelation 21, we find that the names of the twelve apostles are in the foundations. The city is built up, not exactly on the testimony of Paul, but on that of the twelve. Pauls testimony comes in and gives a peculiar character to the church; but, as to the fact, the foundation of the church was really formed by the testimony of the twelve. Hence, 

    when the holy city comes down out of heaven in connection with the kingdom, we find in the foundations the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. Pauls name is not mentioned, for the reason, I suppose, that when the church was founded he was persecuting. 

    In the chapter before us there are two great points which come out; one is, the apostle looking that the character of God may be expressed in the saints, and the other that an entrance may be ministered to them abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The general principle of Peters testimony is that the saints were to be partakers of the sufferings; and if they were, they would be partakers also of the glory. I have no doubt the testimony leads on to the holy Jerusalem. It is as forming the holy Jerusalem that we shall be partakers of the glory of Christ. But the condition preceding that is, that we suffer with Him; and in the meantime, while the saints are suffering, the object of the apostle Peter was that they might be partakers of the divine nature. If we become partakers of the divine nature  love  then it is that we are apart from the world of lust; the two things cannot possibly go together. If you want to come to separation, the point to reach is the divine nature. You cannot mix the nature of God and the fallen nature of man. 

    What Peter looks on to is an entrance being ministered to them abundantly. It is, possibly, an allusion to the holy Jerusalem coming down from God: they would come into the kingdom in a glorious way. The great principle by which the church has been formed as the bride, the Lambs wife, is by the testimony of Peter, which involved that the saints would suffer with Christ and be partakers of His glory. That will be to us a time of abundant joy. The saints are obscure and hidden now; but they will come out then, from God, out of heaven, as the holy Jerusalem, 

    which has the glory of God. That which is displayed is of so infinitely precious a character that the nations of the earth walk in the light of it, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honour unto it. 

    One word more about the kingdom in Peters connection with it. Of the three evangelists who record the vision on the holy mount not one was present. The only reference to it on the part of anyone who was present is here in the epistle of Peter. In the latter part of the chapter I have read, Peter gives a present application to the vision; and that brings before us the kingdom, not as future, but as present. I think verse 19 is extremely important. The vision of the kingdom was the confirmation of prophecy. The prophets all looked forward to the kingdom; it was their theme. Therefore we can understand that when the disciples were permitted to see a vision of the kingdom on the mount, Jesus receiving from God the Father honour and glory, the word of prophecy was made very sure to them. The kingdom was there: that is what I want to press. It is not that the kingdom to them was future; its prophetic application was future, but they came under the power of the kingdom in the holy mount. Now the apostle says, you do well to take heed to prophecy up to a certain point: until the day dawn. What do you think the day is? It is the day of the kingdom. The day-star is Christ. It does not say you do well to take heed to it till the Lord comes; that is not the idea; it is till the day dawn, and the day-star arise, not publicly, but in your hearts. We have thus entered into the thought of the kingdom, not as future, but as present. It means that, in a sense, we have left the world. In heart the Christian is separated from the darkness of the world by the fact of the day having dawned, and the day-star having arisen in his heart. You can well understand that the kingdom of the Son of Gods love has no connection with this world, 

    but with the world to come; only I fear that, in saying that, some might entertain the idea that I refer the kingdom to the future. I do not, because the world to come is already spoken of in Hebrews 2. If it is spoken of, it is present in a sense. It has yet to come in the way of display; but if you speak of it, it is there. The difficulty of the kingdom is this, that the mysteries of the kingdom really take place in this world, while the kingdom itself belongs to the world to come. 

    Thus we anticipate the display of the kingdom. We have an apprehension of the glory of Gods beloved Son, and in the light of that we have come into the kingdom. I think many people make a mistake in occupying themselves too much with future things. I quite admit there are things which are future; but the attention of the saints is to be taken up with present things. The moral effect of future things upon people is not great; but the effect of present things is very great indeed. If you apprehend present things, which have come to you as light, they will exercise the greatest possible influence over you. We have not to wait for the kingdom; it is there, and God has translated us into it. There are other features of the kingdom which have to come to pass; in the time to come there will be the dominion of the Son of man, and the throne of David. These are in abeyance for the moment, and in the meantime the character which the kingdom has is the kingdom of the Son of Gods love. That is the vision which was seen on the holy mount. What preceded it was that Christ forbade the disciples to say any longer that He was the Christ, and then He passes on to speak of the sufferings of the Son of man. That makes it clear to me that, for the moment, you cannot look for the dominion of the Son of man, nor the throne of David. 

    Now I do not mean to say that we can go up the mount of Transfiguration; but the fact is, we go up higher. The great declaration of the glory of Christ is His session at the right hand of God. It is that He has been saluted as the Son of God. It is there that He has received the kingdom; He did not exactly receive it on the mount, but He has received it at the right hand of God. We cannot see the throne of David, nor the kingdom of the Son of Man, nor the power of evil cast out of heaven; but we see Jesus at the right hand of God, crowned with glory and honour. The kingdom of God subsists in the Son of His love; God has translated us into it. 

    What is the gain of that to us? I think the two first principles of the kingdom are spoken of in the second verse of this chapter: grace and peace. If you enter into the kingdom, and apprehend the glory of the Lord, the effect upon your soul is that you come into the enjoyment of grace and peace. Grace and peace are multiplied to you through the knowledge of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ. You come under the light and influence of heaven, of the glory. These are great things to enjoy. It is a great thing to enjoy grace  to apprehend Gods attitude towards you  and peace in the sense of security. They are the first principles of the kingdom. The more we are acquainted with God and with the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ at the right hand of God, the more familiar our souls become with grace and peace; and if there is grace and peace on the part of God, you have security from the power of evil. 

    I will tell you another thing you get in connection with the kingdom: that is the benefit of the neighbour. I refer to the parable of the good Samaritan: you are carried and cared for. That is one great idea in the kingdom. Priesthood connects itself properly with the kingdom; we get carried and cared for at the charges of the neighbour. 

    What I want to bring you to is this: an entrance into present things. Suppose, for a moment, we could draw aside the curtain which hinders our view of unseen things, and could see things as they really are: 

    I think we should be astonished to find them inexpressibly better than we had ever thought, we should apprehend what Gods attitude is towards us, and what we have in Christ as neighbour. 

    One more point: you are carried and cared for, you have Christs succour and sympathy; but there is another thing: unfailing support in the power of the Holy Spirit. Authority is at the right hand of God; but the Holy Spirit has come in order to make the kingdom effective upon earth, in the hearts of the saints, so that they may have a sense of rest and security in regard to everything down here. I am not alarmed at anything, because greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. Let the forces of evil at work down here be as powerful and subtle as they may: the Holy Spirit is greater, and the kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the power of the Holy Spirit. These things are maintained in divine power that you might not be afraid of anything here. Why is government maintained in this country? There is no country in the world so well governed as England; government is not much seen, yet there is government; you go about the streets with a sense of security, and people in the main are at rest and quiet from fear of evil: that is the effect of good government. So it is, spiritually, in regard to the kingdom of God. You have security against the power of evil, so that you can be at rest and in peace. The great object of it is that God may take you in hand and make you the subject of His teaching. You cannot come under the teaching of God unless you are perfectly secure and at rest in regard to all the power of evil. 

    This is not the kingdom of the future: the holy Jerusalem will be the conspicuous feature of the kingdom of the future; but I am talking about the present. The great thing is to look at the things which are not seen. God is building up a great structure in the present, and I want everyone to apprehend it, so as to look at things which are present. The effect is that the inward man is renewed day by day whilst we look at the things which are unseen and eternal. The first element of these unseen things is the kingdom. Many people receive the word of the kingdom who are not really converted; but no unconverted person can ever say, We see Jesus. They never enter into the kingdom. But the point is to enter into the kingdom; to come under the light and influence of heaven; to enjoy grace and peace, and to rejoice in the knowledge of the neighbour  in principle the Priest; and at the same time to know the power and support of the Holy Spirit, a power in us which is superior to all the power that can come against us in the world. 

    May God be pleased to make this subject plain to you, that you may have the great gain of this first principle of unseen things. 

  
    RECONCILIATION (FER 3)

    Colossians 1: 18; 2: 3

    I desire to continue on the line which we have had previously before us, to make clear, if I can, the divine structure of truth which God has reared. It has many parts, and it may be looked at in different aspects; but it is one great structure. There are not really such things as truths: there is the truth. We may apprehend things in detail, but Christ is the truth, and the Spirit is the truth; the Fathers word is the truth: it is one complete whole. It conveys the idea of a great structure which God has reared up, which sight and sense cannot apprehend, but which is true to those whose eyes are opened. It will displace everything which exists: and awaits the moment when things down here are ripe. The children of Israel could not come into the land of promise for 430 years after Abraham, because the iniquity of the Amorites was not full. When things are ripe, God will interfere, and everything that is seen will be set aside by the introduction of the things which are not seen; but the things which are not seen are existing things for faith. 

    We saw, at the outset, the kingdom, which I may call the first principle of Gods ways in grace. No one can take a step further in the ways of God without apprehending the kingdom. God has come forward, in the establishment of the kingdom, to bring man under the dominion of grace, that he might find a place of security from the power of evil. The kingdom is characterised by peace, hence it means security from the power of the enemy. Then another point follows, and that is Christian fellowship, in connection with the house of God. The Spirit of God has come down to make good the kingdom. There must be a power upon earth equivalent to the authority in heaven, otherwise the kingdom would be in word and not in power. The authority in heaven is the Lord Jesus at the right hand of God, and the power down here is the Holy Spirit. 

    Consequent on the Holy Spirit being here, there is the house of God, and in connection with that there is Christian fellowship. That is the principle of the house of God. Believers were brought into the house by baptism, and in that way Christian fellowship was formed. Whatever may be the general state of things around us, and the confusion in the great house, yet there is a great reality about Christian fellowship. The idea comes out in 1 Corinthians 10 in contrast with sacramentalism. These are two characteristics of Christianity as seen in the world: on the one hand sacramentalism with unjudged flesh, and on the other, fellowship in the bond of the Holy Spirit and of the death of Christ. The next subject we had was divine teaching: the soul brought by the Spirit under the teaching of Christ. He reveals to us the Father, and teaches us to cry Abba Father. The illustration I gave was of Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus. This is followed by the disciples asking the Lord to teach them to pray, and the first thing He teaches them to say is Father. Then we had another point connected with the presence of the Spirit, and that is unity; where the presence of the Spirit is recognised, we accept the obligation to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. The Spirit has come down to separate the body for Christ, and we have to keep the unity of the Spirit. 

    I purpose at this time to come to the point of reconciliation. If there is one part in the scheme of truth which is less apprehended than another, it is that of reconciliation. It is no use going to a dictionary to find the meaning of Scripture terms. Words are employed in Scripture by the Spirit of God with peculiar significance. The apostle Paul speaks of communicating spiritual things by spiritual means, in words which the Holy Spirit teaches. It has been pointed out that the word reconciliation does not occur in the Old Testament, and on the other hand, that the word atonement does not strictly occur in the New. Atonement is as peculiar to the Old Testament as reconciliation to the New. I think the reason of this is that reconciliation is the great pervading doctrine of the New Testament. The majority of people look at reconciliation as indicating a sort of change of feeling in them: I do not think that such is the force of the expression in Scripture. I want to give you the scriptural thought of reconciliation; it is evident that it is something which we receive: We also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the reconciliation, Romans 5: 11. 

    If you look at the passage I read from Colossians, you will find that there are in it three thoughts: verse 18, Christ is the Head of the body; verse 21, you hath He reconciled; verse 24, His body, the church. So that you have first the head; then reconciliation; and lastly the body. You have to put these three thoughts together. It is remarkable that the passage does not put the head and the body together. After speaking of the head, the apostle brings in the thought of reconciliation, and then of the body. We have to learn things in that order. First you learn the truth of the Head, then you are able to see that the church is the first-fruits of reconciliation. Reconciliation is a very large scheme, and involves a great deal; but the church is the only thing at the present time which can be said to be reconciled. It is the first-fruits of reconciliation, not the completeness of it. The object in reconciliation is that everything may be for God. There is this difference between the new covenant and reconciliation: the new covenant is for man, the setting forth of Gods disposition towards man; but reconciliation is for God; we get the teaching of the new covenant, in order that we may be prepared for reconciliation. 

    First as regards the Head. Christ is not here looked at as being part of the body, but as Head of the body, very much like a husband is of a wife, and much like what Christ is in regard to principalities and powers. It is noticeable that it does not say here that He is from the beginning, nor in the beginning. In Johns gospel He was in the beginning, and in Johns epistle, from the beginning; here it is the beginning. If I were to speak of Christ as Lord, I should not speak of Him as the beginning, because the name of Lord presents to us the authority of God vested in a man. Lord conveys two great ideas, authority and administration. But when we view Christ as the Head, He is the beginning. Morally, Christ is as man the beginning of everything for God, and in the great end and issue of Gods ways, everything will partake of Christ. We shall see that God has displaced one man, that every man may be of Christ. God tried one Man in a variety of ways, and removed him in the cross. Now He has introduced another Man according to His mind, and in the result of Gods ways, everyone will derive from that Man. We derive from Him now; in the millennium Israel will derive from Him. You might pursue the subject into the eternal state, when all men will derive morally from Christ. It means the complete displacement of Adam in order that Christ may occupy his place. God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself; that was a completely new departure in the ways of God. The mark of the moment, when Christ was down here upon earth, was that God was not imputing unto men their trespasses, but was reconciling the world unto Himself in Christ. He is the beginning. 

    But you have another point: He is the first-born from the dead. If He had simply been the beginning, that would not have done for you and me. He was the beginning here after the flesh, the corn of wheat, but He abode alone; there was no real association with Christ after the flesh. For association resurrection had to come in. There was no common platform so long as Christ was here after the flesh, so He takes the position of first-born from the dead, that there may be a platform of association. You are risen with Him: that is the mind of God about you. In the eye of God you are outside of every order of man here: God has created a platform, in the resurrection of Christ, on which you can be in association with Him. We see the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of His disciples, so long as He remained with them; John could say, He dwelt among us, and we contemplated His glory, as of an only-begotten with the Father; but so long as He was here after the flesh, there was no association. In resurrection everything was changed: the Lord says, I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God. Association came in, because He was now the first-born from the dead. The new departure which marks Gods ways is that Christ is the beginning and at the same time the first-born from the dead, in order that there might be a platform on which we can be with Him. He takes that place in regard to the church. 

    The first principle in regard to the body is that Christ is the mind, the spirit of it. The moment I regard Him in the light of Head, He is distinct from the body. He loved the church and gave Himself for it; He is here distinct from the church. If I regard Him in connection with the body, He is the spirit of it; but to the church He is Head. No husband is lord to his wife, else he is a bad husband; he is head to his wife. Two things which the wife gains from her husband are the direction and support of affection; that is what Christ is to the church, which is the first-fruits of reconciliation. I will give you a simple thought of reconciliation: I think the scriptural idea of reconciliation is that complacency has come in where distance was. In becoming man, Christ brought in complacency in man. When He was born into the world, the angels were all moved; a multitude of the heavenly host was there, saying Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. There was divine complacency in a man. You get the confirmation of this in the baptism of Christ: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Again, on the mount of Transfiguration. But there was not as yet complacency where distance had been. It is in the death of Christ that the distance is emphasised and marked. The One in whom was all the complacency cries on the cross, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?. He entered into distance to remove the distance; now the distance has gone, and the complacency remains. The distance has all been burnt up, as in the burning of the carcase of the sin offering without the camp, and now there remains nothing but the sweet savour of the burnt offering. Reconciliation was completely effected in the death of Christ. You may get the application of it to things; to the church, to us; to principalities and powers, but the great principle of it comes out in the death of Christ; that is what I should call the word of reconciliation. Before Christ died, in the moment of departure, He says, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit; the distance was gone, and there was complete complacency; but I have no doubt complacency comes out fully in resurrection. Just as the distance was marked on the cross, so complacency was marked in resurrection. All things  principalities and powers  are to be reconciled; there has been distance in regard to all of them; everything is to be taken up in Christ, 

    so that where distance has been, there may be complacency. Adams place, Noahs dominion, Davids throne, Nebuchadnezzars kingdom  everything will be taken up in Christ, with the result that where distance has been there is complacency. 

    Now it is said distinctly in regard to us, And you ... now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight. This refers to those that were sometime alienated and enemies in mind; you cannot alter or improve that. You cannot alter enmity of mind, for the reason that it is enmity of mind: God does not alter it. If it were a question of a fault or difficulty, I could understand its being repaired; but there is no such thing as repairing enmity of mind. The fact is, all has been removed, in the body of Christs flesh through death. Everything of yourself, as to what you are morally by nature, has to go, and, for God, it has gone in the death of Christ. The old man has been removed for God, but the old man has to be put off in the case of the Christian; the old man is never amended. The way for us is the acceptance of the cross. The apostle Paul had to come to it. God would not tell you to put off what could be repaired; but if it cannot be repaired, it must be put off. We have to come to that point, to put off in regard to ourselves that which was put off in the cross of Christ for God. In human things, enmity means distance; if I nourish enmity against a man, I am distant from that man; and if there is enmity in the heart of man towards God, it implies distance. You see enmity in families; brother and brother in bitter enmity. In human things it is extremely difficult to bring about reconciliation; but in regard to God distance lies in will, and there is no such thing as reconciliation possible in that: it has to go. The Christian has put off the body of the flesh; he refuses and repudiates that which has gone for God. 

    Now I come to the other side: that where distance was, there is complacency. Supposing it were possible for a man to be made friendly disposed toward God: that would not bring about complacency; it would not bring about that which is suitable to God, so that God could have complacency in it. Gods way is to bring about complacency where distance was, so that His eye may rest upon that which is morally suitable to Himself I venture to say that at the present time, the church is the vessel of complacency. You may say, I know very little of it; I admit I have travelled very little on that road. Well, but that is what Christ died for, that where there had been distance there might be complacency. If we would be well pleasing to God, we ought to accept that, and to covet to be according to Gods mind. You cannot attain holiness by faith; I do not think there ever was a greater delusion than such an idea. Righteousness is by faith, for the simple reason that it is not your righteousness, but Gods; but holiness is partaking in the divine nature. If you are under the influence of love, you get holiness promoted. 

    Now we come to the body. The glory of the body is, Christ in you, the hope of glory. If the Jews had accepted Christ, He would have been in them the crown of glory. Now the grace of God has gone out to the Gentiles, and you have the body, and the glory of the body is Christ in you, the hope of glory. If Christ is in the church, the hope of glory, then the church is not far removed from glory. 

    There are two great thoughts in the ministry of Paul; one is of the new man, and the other is of the body. The body is the first-fruits of reconciliation; Christ is presented in it under the eye of God, and He is in the church the hope of glory. The Colossians were looked at as being a sort of first-fruits of reconciliation; they were to be holy, unblameable, and unreproveable in Gods sight. Do not refer that to the future; there is no point of time in the passage at all. Then you get the mystery: Christ is here in the body; He is the animating spirit of the body. This brings the church very near to the glory; one single instant might usher the church into glory, into the full result of divine purpose. 

    May God give you to take in the three simple thoughts I have sought to bring before you; if you put them together, you will get an idea of what God has brought about in this world for Himself. 

    READINGS AT PECKHAM
 

  
    (3) THE BODY IS OF CHRIST (FER 4)

    Colossians 1: 24 - 29

    In Romans and Corinthians the truth of the one body is introduced as a check on tendencies to which saints are liable. In Romans 12 it meets the thought of independency, for we have to recognise that we are members one of another, and a man is to think soberly of himself, as God has given to each the measure of faith. In 1 Corinthians the truth of the body is introduced as a check upon clericalism, for the manifestations of the Spirit are in the body, and hence the least member may be necessary. In neither case is it exactly the teaching of the truth of the body, but the introduction of a little light in regard to it with a view to the principal point in hand. The subject in Romans is our individual conduct in the world; in 1 Corinthians 11 to 14 the saints are contemplated as in assembly. The light of the body is brought in to regulate these things. 

    In Ephesians and Colossians the divine thought in the body is presented. A full statement of the counsel of God in regard of the body is found in Ephesians 1: 22, 23, And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. Colossians leads up to that. Whom we preach ... that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. The great idea of the church is that it should be the vessel for the perfect expression of Christ, a full delineation, not one feature lacking. If you could by the apostles ministry have every saint perfect, or full-grown in Christ, there would be a perfect delineation of Christ in this world. That is what I understand by the fulness, or completeness; there is no feature of Christ lacking. I cannot doubt that the church will come out as the completeness of Christ in glory, and I believe, what has been usually held, that it will be found to include every saint from Pentecost downwards. 

    The great point in Colossians is Christ in the Gentiles the hope of glory. The mystery of God is a wonderful thing, and He has now made it manifest to the saints. What a conception it was on Gods part, that Christ who had been rejected by His people here upon earth should be found among the Gentiles! I want to show you how it is brought about. 

    There are two statements in regard to the believer with which we are familiar; we are in Christ, and He is in us. We have to learn the bearing of this individually, but it really involves the truth of the one body. I cannot see that our being one body adds anything to us. What we do get by it is that the body is subjected to Christ as Head, as the wife is to the husband. All that we can receive from God we get by the gospel. We may afterwards learn the truth of the mystery, but it adds nothing to us. We find that the body is subjected to Christ, and He takes the direction of it as its Head. In Colossians 2 there are those who do not hold the Head. They were not, I judge, Christians at all, but those who had come in to corrupt Christians. 

    There are two main thoughts in connection with our being in Christ; we are justified in Him, and have a new position revealed in Him. God has not displayed my justification in myself, for I am not much different from other people down here. I am not risen, but Christ is. But I am clear of judgment, and the witness of it is that Christ, who died for my sins, is risen. He was delivered for our offences and raised again for our justification. Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. The believer has to refer to Christ as his righteousness in the presence of God. 

    Then there is another thing, which is more important, because it refers to more positive blessing; that is, we are all sons of God in Christ Jesus. We have a new position in Him, which cannot be understood apart from Him. He has entered upon it in resurrection, so that we can be with Him in it. This is an entirely new position for man in the presence of God, revealed in Christ, and we are in the light of it. It never was available for man until Christ was risen. Then He says, Go to my brethren. Now that side of the truth involves unity. We have it in the hymn: 

    In Him we stand, a heavenly band,
Where He Himself is gone. (12)
 

    It is one common position in which we all stand as being in Christ. It is true in Him, and we have the light of it. 

    We must learn this individually, because sonship is individual relationship to God, as having been brought to Him. The gospel confers it upon us. The very fact of our having this place of sonship in Christ necessitates our being one body in Him. 

    Now I come to the other side, and that brings in the truth of life. Christ is in us by the Spirit. This is the mystery. The truth of our being in Christ is not exactly the mystery because that marks our position before God, but Christ in the saints is the mystery. The first time the expression Christ in you occurs is in Romans 8, where it is said, If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you.... So Christ being in us is evidently consequent upon the Spirit of Christ being in us. Christ has been here under the eye of God, and nothing short of Christ can now be according to His mind. Therefore it must be Christ in the saints. 

    There are two functions which the Spirit fulfils in the saints. He is in them as life, and also as the Spirit of sonship. If the Spirit is life in us, the connection between the saints and the Spirit is evidently very intimate. My conviction is that life is essentially individual, for no one can share the life of another. 

    Life in the creature is the effect of the work of God. But while individuality is maintained, yet we all live by the same power. The Spirit connects Himself with the work of God in the believer, so that that work is identified with Him, and the believer lives in the Spirit. My life is the effect of Gods work in me, and your life is the effect of Gods work in you, yet we both live in the Spirit. 

    When the Spirit is viewed as the Spirit of sonship He is not connected with us quite in the same intimate way; He is more of a witness in us, and so can be distinguished from our spirit. By Him each one of us cries, Abba, Father. So far I have not gone beyond the gospel. It is by the gospel we are brought into blessing individually, and we cannot touch the truth of the mystery until we are established in the knowledge of individual blessing. 

    I believe the great lack with us is that we have not a sufficient sense of what Christ is as Lord. There are two things which attach to Him as Lord: He announces peace and confers the Holy Spirit. God preaches peace by Jesus Christ, and all the opposition of Satan and man cannot prevent His preaching peace. Then He has sent down from on high divine power, so that the believer is superior to all the power of evil. 

    There are two testimonies in the beginning of Acts to the glory of Christ: the confusion of tongues was in a certain sense set aside by the gift of the Spirit, and man was raised up from the extremity of human weakness by the name of Jesus. The apostle had none of this worlds means  silver and gold  but the name of Jesus of Nazareth enabled the man to walk. I refer to this because it illustrates the power and glory of Christ. There is no power or glory equal to that of Christ, and if we had a sufficient sense of it we should be continually rejoicing in Him. This is connected with the truth of the gospel and the place into which we are brought. 

    Now Christ in us involves one body. He is in us by the Spirit, who is the Spirit of life and the Spirit of sonship. He is the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, not in Adam, and the Spirit of sonship is the Spirit of Gods Son. There is only one such; it is impossible that there should be another. Every saint partakes in that Spirit. No one now could have the Spirit in the same way as Christ had it, for when He received the Holy Spirit He was alone; no one could share it with Him. Now we all have part in the Spirit. The apostle speaks in the plural  Because ye are sons. Thus the very fact of Christ being in us involves one body, because it is by one Spirit. Christ lives in the saints by the Spirit, and they cry Abba, Father, by the Spirit of Gods Son. It is a wonderful thing that there should be thus a presentation of Christ down here; a body of saints down here, righteous as He is righteous, and all crying, Abba, Father  a heavenly Christ delineated in the saints. 

    Righteousness is individual, and the cry of sonship is individual, but the very fact of participating in one Spirit binds us all together as members one of another. The formation of the body was not any distinct action or operation of the Spirit, but it followed upon the reception of the Spirit by each and all. The purpose was that there should be a delineation of Christ here in the whole company of the saints. Then when the body was formed Christ was given to be Head of it, that He might direct it. The body is subjected to Christ, and He takes the ordering of it, that He may be displayed in it. The body is for the display of Christ. 

    Then how is this brought about? I believe the more really we enter into the blessed truth of our individual relationship with God, the more sensible shall we be by the Spirit that we are one body in Christ and members one of another. I do not think the fact of our being one body is a thought to be occupied with. What is presented to us objectively in Scripture is the blessed revelation of God, and the more we are formed by the Spirit in the sense of our individual relation to God the more shall we be sensible that we are one body here, and that for the delineation of Christ. 

    Evidently the great thought in it is testimony in the world. It is the fulfilling of the prayer in John 17: 21, That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. The affection formed in the saints one toward another, by the consciousness of the love of Christ, was to be testimony to the world that the Father sent the Son. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. What a wonderful thing for every one of us to be under the influence of the love of Christ, and so loving one another! This is the great testimony to the world that the Father sent the Son. 

    Christ in you, the hope of glory; that is, the pledge of glory. If there is among the Gentiles this wonderful delineation of the Christ who has been rejected by the world, you have the greatest pledge that could be given that God will accomplish all the purpose of His will. It is a certainty that Christ will be in this world in glory, and the pledge of that is already in the Gentiles. If we have the hope of glory we shall assuredly have the glory itself. 

    The saints were slow to rise to this. The apostle says to the Galatians that he travailed in birth again until Christ was formed in them. Until Christ was formed in them as a company there was but little testimony from them. They had the Spirit, but did not know the power of the Spirit, and were not in the light of sonship. The Colossians had entered into this; they were holy and faithful brethren, and were enjoying their individual relation to the Father, therefore the apostle could say, To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is the pledge of the complete accomplishment of the purpose of God, that Christ will be displayed in the scene in which He was rejected. He will be displayed in glory in the saints. It is a moral display now, but when He comes it will be to be glorified in His saints; the heavenly city, new Jerusalem, will be the vessel of His glory in that day. 

    I have tried to show the divine thought in the body, and it is an amazing one to me. I can understand the conflict of the apostle that the saints might answer to it. In the light of it we can see the terrible defection of the church. I thank God for the light of it, not that the church will ever be restored down here. It will come out right in glory, but the effect of getting the divine thought is that I refuse to countenance anything that is contrary to it. So far as I am able individually I seek to walk in the reality of the truth of the place and relationship into which I am brought with God in Christ, and the more I do so the more I realise that we are one body in Christ. The idea of the body is, not that something additional is conferred upon the saints, but that they are subjected to Christ, and that they are a vessel in which He is displayed. 

  
    PEACE (FER 4)

    Colossians 1: 19, 20; Ephesians 2: 13 - 18

    My desire has been to present subjects with which we are all more or less familiar, from a moral rather than a dogmatic standpoint. I have spoken of righteousness, and now I come to another element in Christianity, and that is peace. I want to show what peace is, for like many Scripture terms, it is more or less relative, and it must be so, because it has come in consequent upon sin being here. Had sin and confusion not come into the world, there would not have been the same occasion for the light of grace to come in; and if grace has come in to meet certain things existing in the world, many terms must, of necessity, be relative. They must refer to something which is opposed and contrary to them here. 

    The term righteousness stands largely in contrast to sin, and holiness in contrast to defilement, impurity and uncleanness. Peace has come in in contrast to confusion and disturbance existing here. 

    The Lord spoke of peace, contrasting it with tribulation. In the world ye have tribulation, but in me ye have peace. It has come in in contrast to confusion of which God is not author. God is not the author of confusion, but of peace. We are in the midst of a world of confusion. Men may try to cover things up: they do this to the best of their ability, but confusion is there in spite of all they do, and will come out. In spite of legislation and political arrangements all the time confusion is in the world. 

    I speak of these things, because undoubtedly peace is a blessing which we are entitled to enjoy down here. Peace is the heritage of the people of God and the proper portion of the church at the present time. 

    You get the true idea of peace in Let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to the which also you are called in one body. It is our blessed privilege to know God as dwelling here, Jew and Gentile having been builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit; and I am sure that everybody will allow that one element which must characterise Gods dwelling is peace. I would not like my own house to be all confusion. I would like my household to be characterised by peace; and if my house should be marked by peace, what about the house of God? If my servants or my children were to take control of my household, it would bring in confusion, and the same is true in regard to Gods house. The Lord said, Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you. 

    Now before I go further I may say that, of necessity, peace must follow upon righteousness. I made the remark on a previous occasion that righteousness is the law or rule of the moral universe, and the secret of righteousness is, that God is love. You cannot understand righteousness except you see that God is love and that love is of God, and it is intelligible that love gives its character to the rights of God. The rights of God are derived from what He is, and therefore I can very well understand that righteousness  the rights of God  is the necessary rule of the moral universe. An evidence of that is, that we are told of new heavens and a new earth wherein righteousness dwells. Peace is the effect of righteousness, and cannot be without righteousness. It is vain to look for peace unless God has His own proper place in the affections of every intelligent creature, and every subordinate relationship is maintained in its integrity according to God. The effect of righteousness is peace  and I do not simply accept the statement, but can see that you could not have peace except there were righteousness, and the first principle of righteousness is, that God has His rights: the supreme place in the affections of every intelligent creature. 

    Now just a word as to confusion. I have no doubt whatever that peace prevailed in Eden, God could look on His work and pronounce it all very good: there was no confusion when God had created all things and placed man in the midst according to His mind. And when He made the woman and brought her to the man, there was no confusion, such an element was not there. What brought the disturbance in was sin, the act of will; there was the breach of peace, and confusion became connected, from that moment, with alienation of man from God. God turned him out of the garden of Eden, and then everything was out of course; righteousness had been broken through and lawlessness was there. Then there was confusion, for wherever man seeks his own glory there must be confusion. Man makes himself an object and a centre, and that adds to the confusion: there can be no peace in that. If the creature gets out of the place of the creature, there cannot be peace. We can understand that in natural things. If a servant undertakes the control of a house there is confusion, things are upside down. If man exalts himself, and pride and arrogance thus come in, he has got out of the place of the creature. He does not look for the glory that comes only from God, but seeks His own, and there is confusion, the beginning of it being in man departed from God at the outset. Man was bent on building the tower of Babel. The meaning of the word Babel is confusion, for there God brought in confusion of language. Man brought moral confusion in at the beginning, and was adding to it in his purpose to build a city and a tower to make a name for himself, and God came in, confounding their speech. In result there came into the world national antipathy and all that kind of thing, which has filled the earth with confusion. God allowed that to come in as a check upon the development of evil on earth; but the confusion was not of God, it was on the part of man. When man arrogates to himself glory which belongs to God, it seems to me that there must be confusion. There can be no true glory of which God is not the fountain. 

    Now the climax of confusion is found in the man of sin. What will mark his time will be that men say Peace and safety when there is no peace, for God will have no peace in that order of things. We read in 2 Thessalonians of the apostasy, and of the man of sin being revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he himself sits in the temple of God showing himself that he is God; there is the climax of confusion. There is every possible element of disturbance, and if men say Peace and safety, God will not allow peace, the whole thing will be blown upon, and it will be a moment of persecution undoubtedly for the people of God, and, as far as man is concerned, it will result in sudden destruction, which will come upon the world as travail upon a woman with child, and they shall not escape. 

    So far I have touched on two or three salient points in connection with moral confusion in the world. It came in through man becoming alienated from God: it brought trouble into every relationship of life down here. You get the progress of it in Babel, and the climax in the man of sin. Not only will God be refused, but there will be a grave breach of the relationships which God has established in the world. We get striking thoughts of that in the book of Revelation. 

    Now we have the contrast to that in what is proper to Christians. God is the God of peace, and the God of peace will bruise Satan under our feet shortly. God is not the author of confusion but of peace. He is spoken of many times as the God of peace, and also as the author of peace. If God is the God of peace, surely peace belongs properly to Gods house, and I want to bring before you how peace can be enjoyed by us in the midst of a scene of moral confusion. I do not expect, in the present time, to see any improvement in the scene: if men refuse what is of God they must have confusion. But it is a great thing to apprehend that Gods mind, in regard to His people, is peace. 

    If you refer to the verses in Colossians 1 again (Colossians 1: 19, 20), you read, For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; and, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. That passage makes it plain that the object in making peace was to bring about reconciliation, and reconciliation was to be brought about by Him. These two little words are often overlooked in the passage. 

    In Ephesians 2: 13 we get, But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace  it does not say He made peace, but He is our peace  who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us. Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace. That is not the thought of making peace by the blood of His cross, it is making peace in Himself. 

    In connection with Christ there are evidently three thoughts as to peace. The first is, that He made peace; the second, that He is peace; and the third, He gives His own peace. My peace I give unto you, He said to His disciples. 

    In regard to the first, I suppose the reference is to the peace-offering. There were three offerings which went together  the burnt-offering, the meat-offering, 

    and the peace-offering. I leave aside for the moment offerings which were connected with restoration: offerings for sin; they were of a different character; the normal offerings were the three I have named. 

    The meaning and value of the burnt-offering was acceptance with God. Man by it obtained acceptance with God. The burnt-offering took account of sin in its consequence of death. Sin was met, and righteousness established by the offering, and man found acceptance with God in righteousness. In the meat-offering the point is of pure humanity in the righteous One. In order to have the series completed, we get the peace-offering, and that sets forth that peace is made, the source of disturbance having been removed. In the death of Christ, not simply has God been glorified in regard to righteousness, but confusion has been removed, and there is peace both for God and for man. 

    Most will remember that the burnt-offering was never eaten: it was all, save the skin, burnt upon the altar; it was a question of the establishing and witnessing the righteousness of God. As to the peace-offering, it was eaten partly by the offerer and partly by the priest. The offerer came into communion with God in the peace-offering, and there you get the beginning of peace; and, it seems to me, a blessed thought that, whatever we see in the world, the removal of the cause of the existing confusion has been effected before God in the death of Christ. 

    What do you think is the cause of disturbance in the world? It is man after the flesh, and man has been removed in the death of Christ. He has made peace by the blood of His cross, for sin in the flesh has been condemned before God and for God. Peace subsists for God and for those who eat the offering. 

    If I look at things with the sight of my eyes, I see plenty of confusion; but, at the same time, if I withdraw my attention from things around, and have regard to what has been effected for God, I see that the source and cause have been removed sacrificially from under the eye of God: that man is gone. Sin has been put away by the sacrifice of Christ; and not only that, but the man who sought his own glory has been removed in the death of Christ. 

    But after all there is a weak point in every type. No type can come up to the reality. You never could get in any type the priest and the victim consisting in one. Under the law such a thing was an impossibility. In Christ it is essential that they are One. He offered Himself without spot to God by the eternal Spirit, and this is a point of the last moment, for though you could not get the revival of the victim, you do of the priest. 

    You do not get a type of resurrection in the offerings, and resurrection is not in the victim, for even Christ, as Victim, was not revived. Sin was condemned in the flesh, and it is in that connection that Christ stood as Victim. He is revived as Priest in the power of an endless life. The Victim has gone, and in the Victim is the end of all the moral confusion. The One who offered Himself without spot to God is revived, not as victim, but as Priest, and that One is our peace. Peace is made by the blood of His cross  the disturbance has gone. It is a great thing to eat the offering and to enjoy it with God, for our souls delight in the way which God has taken to remove the confusion, we can enjoy that even in the midst of this world. I can retire into communion with God, and feed upon the offering of Christ; and the One who offered Himself by the eternal Spirit without spot to God, is revived from the dead, and is our peace. 

    We come now to Ephesians 2, He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition ... For through him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. The One who is revived from the dead has communicated of His Spirit to all who believe in the testimony of God. Jew and Gentile have received the Spirit to set aside practically in them the flesh. Do you think that Christ, raised again from the dead, can tolerate that which He has died to set aside? It is a moral impossibility. If we allow the will of the flesh to intrude, we bring about distance between Christ and ourselves practically, because Christ has given to us of His Spirit that we might participate in Himself; that we might be attracted and drawn to Himself, to be led by Him in the way of righteousness. That is what Christ has wrought to do. 

    We ought to have the most profound delight in the One who offered Himself for us without spot to God. All that was represented in the Victim has been removed for God, and the One who offered Himself has been revived as Priest; and all that He did, before He went back to God and since, has been to attach the hearts of His people to Himself that they may be led in the way of righteousness, and the effect of that is peace. Peace is God-ward, but there is also peace between Jew and Gentile, and that could only be brought about in one way  by Christ. 

    Christ came preaching peace. He virtually preached Himself. It is the bringing in of another Man. He came preaching peace to them who were far off  that was the Gentile; and to them who were nigh  the Jew; and now we both have access to the Father through Him. We enjoy access to the Father as we are attached to Christ. The closer we are to Him the more we enjoy it. You will remember the words of the Lord Jesus in John 16: 27, For the Father himself loveth you because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. What we want in order to enjoy access to the Father, and what ought to mark us, is faith and love. This is the effect of Christ having His proper place in the hearts of His people. 

    We are not to judge of things in the world by the sight of the eyes. If we do we are in danger of being affected by that which is passing around us. There is an element in man which answers to any kind of excitement abroad, and man, at the bottom of his heart, does not care much for peace: he is more at home in disturbance. Men may talk about peace, but it really is not wholly congenial. I think that men would almost prefer to live in the atmosphere of disturbance and excitement. When the Lord cast the legion of devils out of the demoniac, the Gadarenes desired Him to depart out of their coasts. He brought about peace, but they were more content with the demoniac and the swine than with the presence of Christ. I do not think people want peace in a general way, and for the reason that man is lawless, and has too much concern for his own will. 

    We want to stand apart from all that is passing in the world, taking care that our spirits are not affected by it; to watch and be before God that we may be kept free in spirit from the things about us, whatever they are, for no influence in the world tends in the direction of peace. And we eat the peace-offering: so as to be in the sense of that which has been effected for God and for man in the offering of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not only that we have acceptance with God, but that the cause of disturbance and confusion has been removed in the death of Christ from under the eye of God to make room for Christ, who is our peace. If God removed the old man in the death of Christ, it was in order to make room for Christ, that He might occupy the place where the old man had been. If our old man is crucified with Christ, Christ is to get the place with us. Unless we are in the light of divine love I am sure that we shall not walk in peace with one another. If we walk in the presence and light of God as He has revealed Himself then we can, in the Spirit, be in peace with one another. Disturbance may come in between saints, and then we have to judge ourselves in regard of righteousness. But there is no disturbance in the Spirit of Christ. There is peace in Christ, and He is our peace, and there is not the possibility there of confusion and disturbance coming in. These can only come in from the man who is alienated from God; and if, on the one hand, we accept that the cause of confusion and disturbance has been removed, on the other, it is for us to give place to the Spirit of Christ, to walk in the light which Christ has brought, and, in the Spirit, so to order our conduct toward one another. 

    Supposing you find two saints alienated from one another, it is a practical denial of what we get here. Christ has made both one, and there must be something there which is not of Christ. We shall never get at peace in regard to one another except by the practical exclusion of the old man in the introduction of the Spirit of Christ. There is nothing more important to impress upon saints than that, righteousness being established, they are entitled to walk in the light of divine love, and the effect of that is peace, not only in regard of God, but in regard of one another. There is nothing which practically excludes the flesh except the light of divine love. You may depend upon it, if there are differences between one and another down here they never come from divine love. Those under its influence would not be content to nourish differences. 

    Just a word now in regard to Christs peace. In Colossians 3: 15 it says, Let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body, and be ye thankful. What I understand by the peace of Christ is what must, of necessity, be within, that is, perfect complacency in the will of God. I am speaking now of Christ as Man who could say, Thy law is within my heart. Another element of it is knowledge of divine power to give effect to that will. Those two things must, I judge, go together to make up the peace of Christ. The will of God is good and perfect and acceptable, and there is complacency in that will; it could not be otherwise with Christ. He was in that will, having become man to give effect to it. Then there is not simply intelligence in the will but complacency, and the consciousness of divine power to give effect to it. That is the secret of the peace of Christ. If I had the idea that the will of God is good, perfect and acceptable, but had not the consciousness of the power which can give effect to that will, I would not have peace. We want confidence in the power of God to give effect to His will; and that is what governed in the mind of Christ in His pathway through this scene. 

    We are to stand complete in all the will of God, and in assurance of heart that God has power to give effect to His will, and the result will be that we shall be without disturbance, the peace of Christ ruling in our hearts to the which also we are called in one body. Christ gave that peace to His disciples. My peace I give unto you, He said, In the world ye shall have tribulation, but in me ye have peace. 

    Peace is a moral element in Christianity, and it must be the effect of righteousness. If there be not righteousness, the maintenance of divinely-appointed relationships in integrity, God will not tolerate peace. There is no peace for the wicked. If there be righteousness, then I can understand that peace follows upon it, The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

    It is most important to see the place that Christ has in relation to peace; how He has come in, in the cross, to remove the cause of confusion, and there is now peace by Him between those who were by nature very far separated, Jew and Gentile. We were all very far separated from one another, we were not of the same kindred, but Christ has come in to displace practically in us what He removed in the cross. The old man was removed in the cross, and the Spirit of Christ is come in to effect the setting aside of the old man in us, that there may be no room for anything but Christ. If there is distance between saints there is a defect on the point of righteousness, not simply on the point of love. There is the allowance of the flesh, that which has been removed in Christs death, and that is not righteousness. The great part of our difficulties is not as regards affection, but as regards righteousness, practical righteousness, the fruit of which is peace. 

    Christ has made peace, He is our peace, and He gives to us His peace that we may walk in quietness and sobriety down here, having complacency in the will of God, and, at the same time, confidence in God that He is able, in due season, to give effect to His will. Thus will the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

  
    THE MYSTERY OF THE CHRIST (FER 6)

    Colossians 1: 24 - 29; Colossians 2: 1,2; Colossians 3: 1 - 17

    I want to touch at this time upon the mystery of the Christ. It is evidently something great, for Scripture speaks of the riches of the glory of this mystery. Christ is in the saints, the hope of glory. Thus the glory is brought near to us. Glory is the consummation of everything which God has purposed to set forth. It is the climax and perfection. God is bringing many sons to glory, that is, to the consummation. 

    I see a certain line and progress of truth in Scripture. I refer to the principles of establishment, maintenance and display. Everything of God is established in Christ, maintained in the church, and is to be displayed in glory. Every divine thought has been established in Christ and is maintained in the way of testimony and hope in the church. The church is the connecting link between the coming of Christ in the past and the future glory. What remains is that all should be set forth in glory  seeing that all is established in Christ. In the meantime the truth of all is maintained in the church, but all is in mystery till the time of display in glory  there can be no mystery then because every purpose of God is manifest. 

    Now I take up the first point  the establishment of everything in Christ  and then pass on to shew how that all is perpetuated in the church, for the church is the body of Christ. There is a company here that bears the character of Christ, and has intelligence of all that is established in Him, for the word of Christ is to dwell in us richly. 

    Now we get from the gospels an idea of all that is established in Christ. In the gospel of Matthew we see Israel taken up afresh in Christ. When Christ came, Israel was nationally deceased, the ten tribes were lost, and there was a mere remnant of the Jews in the land, and they had virtually given up the hope of Israel. The practical result was that, when Christ of Israel came, His own received Him not, but in spite of that the truth of Israel was revived in Christ, and Israel in the future will come forth morally from Christ. A great point of interest in the Gospel of Matthew is this revival of Israel in Christ, and in that connection we get Christ taken down to Egypt, so that it might be fulfilled, Out of Egypt have I called my son. On the same principle in John 15 we have Christ saying, I am the true vine. The truth of Israel is taken up again in Christ. The idea in the Lords charge to the disciples at the end of Matthews gospel is that they as a remnant of Israel should be the channel of blessing to all the nations. This is the true place of Israel. 

    In Marks gospel we get the sower soweth the word. There had been a dearth for many centuries of the word of God. Now we have the word of God revived in the glad tidings of Jesus Christ. In Him every detail of prophecy was centred. He was the reality of all. He was the Word, the consummation of all the prophetic testimony. Prophecy was a light shining in a dark place until the day dawned and the day star arose in the heart, that is, Christ, as the day star is the embodiment of all that is spoken of in prophecy. If I wanted to get light on prophetic testimony I should not go to a Jew, but to an intelligent Christian, because to him the day has dawned  he apprehends Christ as the spirit of every prophetic testimony, so the prophetic word was revived, not in detail, but in One who was the climax of all. 

    Now in Luke, in the song of Simeon, Christ is said to be a light for the revelation of the Gentiles as well as the glory of Gods people Israel. He is Gods salvation to the ends of the earth, that repentance and forgiveness might be preached in His name among all nations. Thus the nations are brought into view. The casting off of the Jews is the reconciliation of the world. 

    In Johns gospel we have another thing revived. Ezekiel had seen the glory depart from the temple, and by the fact of Christ becoming man He superseded the temple. He could say to the Jews in John 2, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up ... But he spake of the temple of his body. Therefore in the presence of Christ here there was the true temple. In Solomons temple there was a cloud of glory, but in Christ all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. And now in Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

    I hope you will put all these things together. You get in Christ the true Israel, and the Word in whom all prophetic testimony was centred. Then the ends of the earth find salvation in Him, and in Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Christ came in order that in Him every divine thought and purpose might be established, He is the Sun of righteousness, the Centre and Head of the universe of bliss. If I think of Israel, I look at Christ  not at a few scattered Jews. If I think of prophetic testimony, again I look at Christ, who is the Word. If I think of the nations I see that He is set for salvation to the ends of the earth, and in Him the temple is established on eternal foundations. I wish I could impress upon all the enormous importance of these things, and convey some sense of the greatness of what is established in Christ. 

    Now all these things are maintained in the church, and the church in its true character is the body of Christ, and if it were not so I do not see how all that is established in Christ could be maintained there. The body of Christ fills up the interval between Christ and the glory. The hope of Israel is maintained in the church. The Jew does not maintain it  he does not care anything for it  he is set upon present worldly gain. The true Jew is found in the church  He is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart, in the spirit, and not in letter. And in the church the hope of Israel is cherished. Again, where is the word of God maintained? It is in the church. The glad tidings are there. So, too, in the church is realised Gods salvation to the ends of the earth. The Gentiles are grafted into the olive tree. In Acts 13, when the apostle turned to the Gentiles, he quotes, For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. All these things are maintained in the church, because the church is Gods temple and the body of Christ. 

    But now to go a point further, all will be displayed in glory, Israel will be displayed as a nation and will come forth glorious by Christ. So too the Word of God (Christ) will come forth, the nations will be revived as life from the dead, and the heavenly city will be the temple. There is thus eventually the setting forth of every divine thought in glory. Christ came forth from God and every divine thought was established in Him, and now is maintained in the church, which is Christ in the Gentiles, the hope of glory, and all will be displayed in glory. The church is now the depository of every thought of God. The church was left here as a faithful wife in the absence of her husband, to maintain every interest belonging to Him: that is the true place of the church. If I have my proper place in the heart of my wife, she regards as her own every interest of mine in my absence. The Christ is to dwell in our hearts by faith. Now if what I have said be true it is most essential that the church should bear the character of Christ. If the interests of Christ are maintained in the church, then it is of all-importance that the church should bear His character. We find this thought in Colossians 3: 10 - 17. 

    The first thing (in verse 3) is you are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God, but when Christ who is our life is manifested, we also shall be manifest with Him in glory. You have put off the old man with his deeds. You are said to have died, which means that the minds of the saints are in accord with the death of Christ. Christ died once unto sin and to the world. He had no part in sin, but His path was a continual conflict with sin, but now He has died to the whole scene  has passed out of it. In His death there was the condemnation of the old man for God. Now you are dead. If Christ can never have again to say to that to which He has died, so this is to be true to us; our mind is in accord with His death. We have put off the old man, and are thus separated morally from the scene of sin. The mind is the crucial point. We are all liable to be tempted and perhaps overcome, but if our minds are in accord with the death of Christ we quickly judge ourselves. And having put off the old man we have put on the new. Now the new man has no existence substantively, and therefore is really a divinely formed conception in the mind of the Christian, and that conception governs the whole course of his life. The new man will govern your practice. The new man is renewed unto full knowledge after the image of Him that created him  after Christ  then it goes on to say, Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free. The distinctions in the flesh have to give way to the force of spiritual affections. If you were to ask me to tell you what the new man is, I should say Christ in the saints formed there by divine power  there is thus the conception of the new man in the mind. Then it is that you get to the reality of the one body, that it is the vessel of Christ. Now look at the detail of the chapter. Contrast verse 12 with verse 8. The latter is what is characteristic of the old man: anger, wrath, malice; then see the marks of the new man: bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, etc. A wonderful contrast. That is, you get all the heavenly graces of Christ coming out in the saints down here. The constitution of saints has been built up by living bread, and as a result you get the grace of heaven coming out in them. In verse 15 you get the true bond. The baptism of the Spirit does not necessarily bind saints together in practice, but the bond of perfectness will, and that is love. You get the reality of the one body. And then let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and it adds to the which also ye are called in one body. You will let no fleshly sentiment which is inconsistent with Christ abide in the heart  sentiments of envy or jealousy can have no place in the heart because the peace of Christ is what determines all there. Further, let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. It is the word of Christ because it is that in which Christ is expressed. When you come to the word of Christ you read Scripture in the light of Christ, and thus your knowledge of Christ is increased. The heart of the Christian is to be full of every interest of Christ. It says in all wisdom  that is what is to characterise the body. It would be poor to talk of the church being the depository of every divine thought of God if it were not characterised by Christ. We are down here that the character of Christ may find its expression in us. The peace of Christ resting in the heart, and the word of Christ dwelling in us  that is intelligence according to God  every divine thought as established in Christ. When He comes all will be displayed. There will be a world then in which God alone will be glorified. There never can be general happiness for man in the scene of mans ambition and glory, but there is happiness and blessing for man unlimited in the scene in which God will be glorified. 

    Meanwhile Christ is in us the hope of glory. 

  
    RECONCILIATION (FER 6)

    Colossians 1: 15 - 29

    FERWhat was your point in reading this scripture? 

    RemI thought we might look at reconciliation and what it leads on to. It would be helpful to say a word as to the difference between justification and reconciliation; both are spoken of in Romans 5. 

    FERThere is a good deal of difference in the two. Things are said to be reconciled, which do not need to be justified. Reconciliation applies to a good deal to which justification hardly applies. 

    QuesWhat things are to be reconciled? 

    FERThrones, dominions, principalities, etc. 

    RemBut persons are reconciled also. 

    FERReconciliation takes in the whole universe  everything that has been affected by sin needs to be reconciled. Having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 

    QuesAre the things mentioned in verse 20 the same as in verse 16? 

    FERI should think so. It says, all things in both. In verse 16 all things were created by Him, and for Him. In verse 20 He takes up all these things created for Him on the ground of reconciliation. 

    RemIt is a sort of double title to Headship. All are to be reconciled by Him, and in that sense it amplifies the title of Christ. 

    QuesWhat is the difference in the effect on the soul between justification and reconciliation? 

    FERJustification is on my side, reconciliation is on Gods side. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by reconciliation being on Gods side; is it to make me suitable to God? 

    FERYes, the moment you touch it you touch what is for God. Justification clears me. A man must have forgiveness, but forgiveness is on my side, reconciliation is for God. All things are to be reconciled for God, for Himself. In reconciliation you really reach the other side  what is for God. 

    QuesIn what sense do things need to be reconciled? 

    FERFor God. That they may be suitable for God to have His pleasure in them. All have to be taken up in Christ. Christ takes up every throne, dominion, and principality and power for the pleasure of God. 

    QuesI suppose government in the world is altogether dissociated from righteousness? 

    FERYes; but judgment will return to righteousness. 

    QuesAre the things spoken of things moral or material? 

    FERMoral in a sense, or moral ideas are connected with them. 

    RemIn the type (Leviticus 16) we see Aaron reconciled all the vessels for service. 

    FERThe blood was carried into the holiest, and then the high priest came out to reconcile. 

    RemReconciliation was made because sin was there, that God may have pleasure in them. 

    FERYes; everything has through sin become alienated from God. Alienated from the state in which God had His pleasure in it when He created it. 

    QuesIs tasting death for everything co-extensive with the atonement? 

    FERI think so. Aaron carried the blood into the holiest to make an atonement first for himself and his house, and afterwards for the people, then for the holy places, etc. 

    RemIt is interesting to see in the New Testament that only Paul touches that line. He always begins with God. For instance, God sent forth his Son, God commendeth his love toward us, He hath made him to be sin for us. Paul takes that line very much. Peter does not, but takes our side. He says, Who himself bore our sins in his own body on the tree. Paul brings God out every way. In the day of atonement we get reconciliation, and that in view of the eternal state. 

    FERYes, and that is of great importance. 

    QuesThen, is the idea that everywhere where the creature has been, there Christ has to be? 

    FERI think so. 

    QuesWhy does it take in things in heaven? 

    FERBecause everything is taken up in Christ. 

    QuesWould you say everything has been defiled by the sin which came in in Adam and had to be reconciled through Christ? 

    FERYou must go further back than Adam, for sin has affected things in heaven as well as things on earth. It is said, By one man sin entered into the world; but the devil sinned from the outset. 

    QuesIn what sense can we think of the angelic beings, or things connected with angels, and thrones, and principalities, etc., in what sense can we conceive of these being reconciled? 

    FERI cannot say much about it. They come in subordinately to Christ. For instance, in Hebrews 12 you get mount Zion, and then every part of that system of things which is connected with mount Zion, and among them myriads of angels. 

    RemIt says the heavens are not clean in His sight, and even the angels He charges with folly. 

    FERThe word says we are to judge angels. 

    RemThen He gathers together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in Him. 

    FERGod never divorces heaven from earth. It is Satan who seeks to do so. It is the special effort of Antichrist. From beginning to end in Scripture you get the connection of heaven and earth, and in the Revelation John says, I saw a new heaven and a new earth. In Genesis God begins with the sphere of the heavens and the earth. 

    RemSeeing that sin has affected both, it is clear reconciliation must be for both. 

    FERI think so. The break-out of evil has affected the universe. Man does not understand it, but the whole is compromised. Angels fell as well as men, but man only is redeemed. 

    RemAfter all, angels come in under man  superior beings, but they come in under man. 

    FERHebrews 2 is conclusive as to that. 

    RemJohn 1 shews us angels ascending and descending upon the Son of man. The moment the Son was here He was the object of angelic hosts. 

    FERAngels have to take their place as attendant on the heavenly city in connection with the system of grace. 

    RemIn Hosea 2 it says, And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth. 

    FERYes, and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil. Reconciliation will be complete in the millennium. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between reconciliation as in Romans and as in Colossians? 

    FERI see no difference between the two. Reconciliation is alluded to in Romans in connection with the change of Headship; it is more fully presented in Colossians. In Romans it merely says, By whom we have received the reconciliation. It is simply a statement of a fact, but the apostle does not enlarge on it there. 

    QuesWhy is it by the blood of His cross in regard to things, and in the body of His flesh through death as applied to believers? 

    FERThe first is an allusion to the day of atonement. Having made peace by the blood of his cross. The blood is carried into the holiest in witness of the removal of all that disturbed. Hence it comes out in Hebrews 9: Once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. By His own blood He has entered once into heaven. The blood has been carried in as witness, and then the High Priest comes forth to bring reconciliation into effect. 

    QuesThen there would be a difference between reconciliation of things and of persons  what is that difference? 

    FERThe reconciliation of things is remarkably simple. Everything is taken up in Christ. The reconciliation of persons refers to individuals and has to be individually accepted. Through whom now we have received the reconciliation. In Corinthians it is, We pray you in Christs stead, be ye reconciled to God. Reconciliation has to be accepted when it is a question of persons, therefore there was the ministry of reconciliation. 

    QuesIs there any thought of the enmity being brought to an end in reconciliation? 

    FERThe enmity is only brought in to show that the one marked by it must go. You cannot improve with reference to enmity. You cannot reconcile what is at enmity. It is the purest folly to think of reconciling what is hostile. 

    QuesThen the way in which we are reconciled before God is the way we have to take through death? 

    FERYes; You, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death. That in which was the enmity has gone in death, you have to accept this; now it is the word of reconciliation. 

    RemYou must distinguish between the enmity and the person who had the enmity. 

    FERYes. 

    QuesIn the millennium there will still be persons unreconciled? 

    FEREverything is taken up then under the eye of God in Christ. Reconciliation raises the question of how things are presented under the eye of God. 

    RemReconciliation is by death, but in Christ. 

    FERYes; what was at enmity is ended in Christ. All is made suitable to God, and that can be only in Christ. 

    QuesIt says, When we were enemies, we were reconciled. 

    FERYes; but it was by learning that what was at enmity had been removed by the death of Christ. That is the way of it. I do not think the apostle refers to a change of feeling on the part of people, but to acceptance of the truth that what was at enmity has been removed. They had received the word of reconciliation  When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son. They had accepted that as their death. This is the truth on Gods side  on the experimental side it is somewhat different. 

    QuesI thought we had to distinguish between reconciliation on Gods side and the reconciliation of Christians in regard to responsibility? 

    FERResponsibility hardly comes in in connection with reconciliation. Justification is connected with responsibility. I am helped by recollecting that justification is on our side and reconciliation is on Gods side. Justification is for man, reconciliation is what is effected for God. God was in Christ carrying this out for His own satisfaction. 

    QuesIs propitiation for God, and the basis of reconciliation? 

    FERThat is connected more with mans responsibility. It is for sins. 

    QuesIs reconciliation for bringing to pass the purpose of God? 

    FERYes; Gods purpose of reconciliation is outside the question of mans responsibility. 

    QuesIs it for bringing Gods purpose into effect in connection with the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man? 

    FERYes, based on the atonement, on the putting away of sin. Once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

    QuesWould you say the blood is the witness that reconciliation has been effected for God? 

    FERI would say rather that blood is the witness of peace, that peace is made by the blood of the cross. 

    QuesIs there any difference between the ordinary use of the term reconciliation, and the scriptural use of it? 

    FERYou must find out from Scripture what is the force of the word. It is one of the terms the force of which you must find from its use in Scripture. The dictionary would not give you the scriptural use of it. 

    RemIn the ordinary use of the word the sense is that two persons estranged have been brought together. 

    FERThat is not the Scripture idea. It is not minds that are reconciled. 

    RemGod was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. 

    FERBut how was God reconciling the world unto Himself? There was no enmity on the part of God towards the world; and certainly the mission of Christ was not to make people more pleasant. Yet in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. 

    RemI thought it came out in the Lords ministry of grace here on earth. 

    FERThen you will be bound to admit this, that His ministry was ineffective. 

    RemI know the world was not reconciled, but I thought that that ministry began with the Lord, and was afterwards committed to the disciples. 

    FERI do not think it is exactly that. The apostles came out with the word of reconciliation which altered the whole position of things. 

    QuesYou distinguish between the ministry of reconciliation and the word of reconciliation? 

    FERYes; the ministry of reconciliation began with Christ Himself, and meant that in the presence of Christ here everything was under the eye of God on a wholly new footing in connection with Him. That was the effect of the presence of Christ. 

    QuesWas that before His death? 

    FERYes, it was a foretaste of what is yet to come. In the presence of Christ God was not dealing with man on the ground of law or prophets, everything was on an entirely new footing. 

    QuesWhat was the new footing? 

    FERGrace and favour. God was in a new light toward man. He saw what was perfectly suitable to Himself on earth in Christ. 

    QuesDid that take place when the Lord was born into this world? 

    FERYes; but there was a presentation in connection with His being here of what was perfectly agreeable to God. It was as though God was as favourable to man as possible. 

    QuesHas not the song Good pleasure in men that signification? 

    FERYes, and Christs presence formed the crucial test so long as He was here. The eye of God rested on Him. It was a ministry of reconciliation. Supposing that not one single person on the face of the earth had been affected by the ministry, yet it would not for a moment have altered the fact. I do not think the fact depends upon persons being affected by it. The fact remained whether people were affected or not. 

    RemIt was not the presence of Christ here that was to put the world to rights. 

    FERNo; He presented Himself to man entirely independent of man in that which was perfectly agreeable in the eye of God. That is the wonderful thing. 

    QuesBut death was necessary for the effect? 

    FERYes, of course; it all had His death in view, but it was so far independent of results. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between the ministry of reconciliation and the word of reconciliation? 

    FERThe ministry of reconciliation was effected in Christ in His life. God approached the world outside of it. He was favourable to the world, in Christ, not hostile; but when you come to the word of reconciliation it is the testimony that reconciliation has been effected in death. It is not now simply that God has approached the world in another Man, in Christ being here, but the man hostile to God has been removed. So you have both things now, Gods approach to man, and the man antagonistic to God removed in death. That is what I understand by the word of reconciliation, and we have to accept it. 

    RemI fear but very few know anything about it. 

    FERDo you believe the bulk of Christians could give you any idea of what the new covenant is? 

    RemI fear they could not. 

    QuesHave we both the word and the ministry of reconciliation? 

    FERI think so. The disciples and others accepted the attitude of God. 

    QuesIn receiving forgiveness of sins? 

    FERYes. Take the case of the woman who was a sinner; Luke 7. 

    QuesDo you say that God reconciling the world unto Himself includes the death of Christ? 

    FERNo. I dont think so, though it led up to it. It is beautiful to see that God had a way of approaching man entirely independent of man, and yet entirely favourable towards man, in spite of his state, because He was approaching men in a man entirely agreeable to Himself. 

    QuesThough the attitude of God in the presentation of Himself in Christ effected nothing, did not that bring judgment on the world, as the Lord says in John, If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin, and further He says, Now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. Had not this brought out the enmity? 

    FERYes, it had that effect. 

    QuesWhat is the effect of reconciliation? 

    FERThe effect is very profound; it changes a mans thoughts entirely. I do not suppose that many of us here this afternoon are in it. The profound effect it produces is this: you are here for Gods pleasure, and not for your own. It changes everything. If I am only in the good of justification I may be here, cleared of sin, but still in a way for myself; but when reconciliation is understood it is no longer a question of what I like. I have nothing to seek nor to choose. I am wholly and entirely for Gods pleasure and satisfaction. 

    QuesDo we not grow in the apprehension of that? 

    FERYes; but the point is first to accept it. 

    RemOne effect of it would be, we could be with God to take in and enjoy what is Gods good pleasure. 

    FERWhat pleasure or joy in God could there be without it? People joy in other things. When a person changes his residence for the bettering of himself, it does not indicate to me that he is here for the pleasure of God. If it were so, it would be immaterial to me whether I live in the worst place or the best. 

    QuesDo you not think that the full effect of reconciliation in the eternal state will be that everything is brought into the blessedness of God Himself? 

    FERYes, and God will be reflected in everything. 

    RemNothing will be in the slightest dissonance with Himself. 

    QuesWhen the apostle says, Be ye reconciled to God, had they touched it? 

    FERI do not think the Corinthians had touched it. 

    QuesThen the Romans would be an advance on them in that way, for to them he says, Through whom now we have received the reconciliation. Where does the receiving of the reconciliation in the case of the prodigal come in? 

    FERWhen he accepted the fathers embrace he was conscious that the father was favourable. 

    QuesWhere does the best robe come in? 

    FERThat goes further than reconciliation. It really is new creation, Christ formed in the Christian. 

    QuesThen reconciliation goes on to new creation? 

    FERReconciliation could not be complete without it. In fact it involves new creation. 

    QuesWere they effected historically in the prodigal at the same time? Do they go together? 

    FERYou cannot get things clearly in a parable. No parable goes on all fours. 

    QuesWhat does the best robe indicate? 

    FERThe embrace presents the fathers side, and the best robe the prodigals side. You see that though the prodigal might be perfectly suitable for the fathers eye, he needed the best robe to enjoy what was the fathers pleasure. 

    QuesWhat is the basis of the reconciliation spoken of in 2 Corinthians 5? 

    FERThe removal of sin is the basis. It carries you back to the day of atonement. 

    QuesHe hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. That would be reconciliation? 

    FERYes. Christ has appeared once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. That is the basis. 

    QuesNo one could have accepted it apart from that? 

    FERNo, it would not have been possible apart from that. The removal of sin judicially was necessary to carry out reconciliation. 

    RemHe has reconciled us in the body of His flesh through death. 

    FERThat is how it is effected subjectively for us. 

    QuesIs reconciliation for a Christian or for a sinner? 

    FERI do not think a sinner as such is conscious of wanting reconciliation, but forgiveness; he wants justification. 

    QuesWould you preach the ministry of reconciliation to sinners? 

    FERIt would not be much good to them. What is announced to sinners is forgiveness of sins. That repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name. 

    QuesWhere is the ministry of reconciliation to be exercised? 

    FERI think very much amongst those who believe. 

    RemWhen we preach the gospel we preach to many of the converted, and in that way we could preach reconciliation. 

    QuesBut do they need to be reconciled? 

    FERI think so, if they are to be for the satisfaction of God. To be to His satisfaction, they must not only be justified, but reconciled. It is all a question of where you are going to stop. 

    RemIf reconciled, one would be entirely for Gods pleasure. 

    FERYes, and it is important to see that it is in another man that holiness comes in. It is the new man that is created after God in righteousness and holiness of truth. 

    RemHoliness is for Gods pleasure. 

    FERYes, that you may be according to Himself; but you cannot touch holiness apart from love, it is by being in the presence of holy love, and the subject of holy love, that holiness is promoted in us. That we should be holy and without blame before him in love. 

    QuesThen reconciliation is with a view to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight? 

    FERDo you think a man, an enemy to God by wicked works, could ever be changed into unblameable and unreproveable in His sight? It could not be. That person could be, but not that man. 

    QuesWhat are the ministries? 

    FERThe ministry of the gospel, the ministry of the new covenant, the ministry of reconciliation, and the ministry of the mystery. 

    QuesWhy do we get the ministry of the gospel, and the ministry of the mystery here? 

    FEROne takes in the new covenant ministry, and the other is connected with the ministry of reconciliation  the new covenant ministry is all on the line of what God is towards you. 

    RemThe ministry in 2 Corinthians is the highest form of the gospel ministry. 

    QuesHow is reconciliation connected with the body? 

    FERBecause when you come to what is for God you necessarily come to new creation. You cannot stop short of this when you come to what is for God, and really enjoy Christ. Then it is, If any one be in Christ, there is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new: and all things are of the God ... Then you come to the scene of Gods purpose in what is in Christ. You come to the truth of the body, for Christ is not fully expressed in any one saint. 

    RemNew covenant ministry is more in connection with the kingdom, but reconciliation carries you to the purpose of God. 

    FERYes, and you come into the light of the body. 

    RemNew covenant ministry is more in connection with righteousness, reconciliation more with holiness. Reconciliation takes you into the holiest. 

    RemWe could not enter into the holiest without reconciliation. 

    FERNo; you are not suitable else. But when you come to that line of things, into the truth of association with Christ, the point is, you cease to be simply an individual, you become one of a company. I do not believe you really reach the idea of the body until you reach the Head, except as a dogma. 

    QuesDo you come to that through the ministry of reconciliation? 

    FERYes, reconciliation is connected with the body. 

    Ques. How so? 

    FERIf you are associated with Christ you are in Christ, you are of His order. But then of necessity He is the Head of that order. The moment you come to the expression in Christ you come to another side of things; you could not be said to be created in the Lord, but in Christ, the Head. You are now created in Christ, you apprehend Him in a new state, and this brings in the body. 

    QuesThen reconciliation is connected with headship here? 

    FERYes. 

    RemSay a word on If ye continue in the faith ... and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel. 

    FERIt is brought in on account of the apostle writing to a company, every member of which he could not know; their responsibility was maintained. 

    RemThere was danger of their slipping away. 

    FERYes, quite so. 

    QuesIs sanctification at all in line with reconciliation? 

    FERHardly, I think. Sanctification comes in from the very outset. It is on the line of Gods sovereignty. It is scarcely the idea of reconciliation. 

    QuesIs the new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, in connection with reconciliation? 

    FERYes, and it is the sanctified company who go in by that way. That is the effect of reconciliation. In chapter 9 you get reconciliation established, and the effect of it comes out in chapter 10. There you have the sanctified company with boldness to enter. 

    QuesWhen it is forgiveness, it is the death of Christ, but when reconciliation it is by the death of His Son. Why? 

    FERBecause reconciliation brings in the full light of divine purpose. God sent His Son. It brings you into the full light of God. 

    QuesWould you say that in reconciliation all moral distance is removed? 

    FERDistance was removed in the death of Christ, but in reconciliation there is more than that, you are entirely according to God. You are in the presence of the fulness of God, conscious of His perfect complacency in you, you are before Him, according to Him. 

    RemAll moral distance must be removed for that? 

    FERYes, but reconciliation tells you it has been removed; and you are conscious of being before God in love  suitable to His eye. It is made good to you when you have accepted His love and are formed in it. All our difficulty about reconciliation is because we are so little acquainted with the love of God. It would be very simple to us if we were. 

    RemIt would be a sort of natural conclusion. 

    FERYes, exactly so. 

    QuesWas not all that set forth in Christ, the good pleasure of God in Him? 

    FERHe was the beginning of it, Who is the beginning. 

    QuesIs the sanctified company and the reconciled company the same? 

    FERYes; but sanctified brings in another idea. Sanctification is on the line of the sovereignty of Gods will, which has set you apart for Himself, according to Hebrews 10. 

    QuesWhat brings us into the effect of reconciliation? 

    FERI do not think anything will but acquaintance with the love of God. You are drawn into it in that way. 

    QuesWould you say once more what is the scriptural thought of reconciliation? 

    FERI think the idea of the term is the bringing things into conscious complacency with the divine mind and pleasure. 

    QuesWould you say suitability gives the thought? 

    FERIt is more than that. It is Gods complacency; that God may have satisfaction in all. You must bring Christ in for this. 

    QuesWhile it is the present state necessarily, will it not go on to the millennium? 

    FERYes. The eternal state is necessary for its full display because the eternal state brings you to the full blessedness of God. It is then not merely rule and government, but God all in all. 

    RemTake eternal life: you do not like to connect that idea with God. To my mind it does not reach up to the blessedness of God. It is something that belongs to God, only we are brought into it, and that must be eternal. 

    QuesYou would say the new man would not be satisfied with the millennium? 

    RemNo. Everything must be brought into the blessedness of God Himself. There is the necessity of love which brings into its own blessedness. 

    FERWe, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth. 

    QuesI was thinking this morning, in reference to the Jew being satisfied in the millennium, will not he too look forward to the eternal state? 

    FERI think so. The blessings of the kingdom and all the happiness that pertains to it would be incomplete without that; for the full expanse of blessing, you must have the eternal state when the tabernacle of God is with men. 

    QuesWho are the men? Are they those living on the earth? 

    RemI thought so. 

    QuesWill not the church too have to wait through the millennium for full blessedness? 

    RemNo. J.B.S. used to say their blessedness was complete because they were with Christ, that the New Jerusalem is not a new thing but a new scene. 

    QuesIs not the eternal state what God is? 

    RemGod is, and He exists in blessedness. That is the eternal state as we speak. We connect it with the eternal life, and we connect a thought of time with the eternal state, but it is God is  that is eternal, when we speak of eternal it is difficult to eliminate time from our thoughts. 

    FERIt is impossible to do so, it is due to the limitation of our minds. It is an impossibility for a finite mind to grasp the idea of eternity. 

    QuesGod to be all in all, is that the effect of reconciliation? 

    FERYes; I think so. Reconciliation has done its work; it has been effected then. 

    RemIn the day of atonement we get reconciliation, also the putting away of sins on that day, so that both come in there. It is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the judgment. That is government, and government is satisfied every way in righteousness by the putting away of sins, and that enables man to be brought into holiness. 

    QuesThen reconciliation is for Gods good pleasure? 

    FERYes; justification is on mans side, reconciliation on Gods side. 

    RemA person receiving the reconciliation and approaching God thinks of what God is. 

    FERThen he has the consciousness of being according to God, he is before Him holy and without blame, not conscious of unsuitability, he has the best robe on. 

    RemI think our Lords day morning meetings would be of a different character if we understood the meaning of reconciliation. 

    FERWe should know that we were not only a justified company, but a reconciled company. The bulk of people are as to their sense of things a company of believers justified. 

    QuesHow is that state to be promoted? 

    FERWe have to begin with ourselves. 

    QuesWe might ask ourselves one simple question, Do I know the love of God? 

    FERIt is no use seeking what to do with others, and thinking how we are going to affect others. I have asked myself, supposing it were possible that I could affect others, how should I like to affect them? 

    RemYou can only do that, I suppose, as you are affected yourself. 

    FERNo; but supposing it were possible to affect others  I know one cannot affect others  but supposing one could, how would I like them to be affected? 

    RemBut you may influence another. 

    FERIt is only God who affects you for good. He does all the work Himself; but supposing I could affect you, how should I like to affect you? 

    QuesWell, what is the answer? 

    FERIt makes me seriously question what my object would be; I ought to be wishing everybody to be like myself; and I do not know that I am prepared for that. 

    QuesIs that what Paul meant when he said, Brethren, be followers together of me? 

    FERI do not think I am prepared to say that. 

    QuesPresent every man perfect in Christ Jesus, is that the effect of ministry? 

    FERThat is a question of intelligence. Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. That is full-grown in point of intelligence. 

    QuesYou look that from the scriptures ministered, souls may be led into Gods things. 

    FERI have not any confidence in anything effected by man. 

    QuesWould not God affect them through your ministry? 

    FERIt is a great thing to bring before people what is the divine mind, to enlighten them, that they may know the mind of God. Then the next thing to come to pass is the subjective effect. We are to be exercised by what we hear, and if we are, then through that God will work; but He will do the work Himself. I might shew you how you ought to be affected, but it is only God who can affect you. 

    QuesWhy does the apostle put warning every man first in the passage you quoted? 

    FERBecause you can do that; a wise man can warn against snares and such like. 

    QuesWhat is the bearing of the expression the apostle uses in 1 Corinthians 4: 15: For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel? 

    FERI think they were all accounted his children in that way. They were converted through him. All whose eyes were opened through him he looked at as his children. 

    QuesDo you not in saying through him admit the point contended for? 

    FERNo; for although they were converted through him, and so begotten by his gospel, he was used only to enlighten them. 

    QuesSo that when you said yesterday the Lord alone can teach you, that is what you mean? 

    FERYes. For my part, I think it is too serious a responsibility to affect one another. I could not bear the responsibility. It would be too much mans work. 

    QuesHe worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do  what of that? 

    FERI think that was in the way of testimony, we may learn a great deal from one another. We may get intelligence of the mind of God, but that is not a work wrought in you. It is a great thing to get this, but intelligence in the mind of God must lead to exercise on your part, or nothing is wrought in you. Through the exercise God works in you. 

    QuesDo you make any difference between the apostles and ministers in the present day in this respect? 

    FERThe apostle did not, as it appears to me, accept the responsibility as to the work in the soul. He looks at what had taken place in the saints as Gods work from beginning to end. 

    RemFor instance, at Corinth the Lord says, I have much people in this place. 

    FERThe point with the apostle was to bring these to light. 

    QuesThen you think that the only way in which we can influence one another is to bring light to the conscience to lead them to exercise? 

    FERYes. 

    RemThe apostle says, That they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God. 

    QuesHas the evangelist any more power to open peoples eyes than he has to turn them from darkness to light? 

    FERYes, he has power to open peoples eyes, he can enlighten them. Suppose I have been grossly deceived all my life by somebody, and you know that somebody perfectly, and expose him to me, you would open my eyes, and you would in all probability produce a profound impression on me. 

    RemIt is a very common expression, a person says, You have opened my eyes. 

    FERYes. The devil had grossly deceived the Gentiles, and the apostle was sent to enlighten them, 

    to undeceive them. Then they turned to God, for they saw that they had been deluded by Satan; when the light was brought to them they could see what God was, and they turned to Him. 

    QuesDoes to open the eyes involve a work of God? 

    FERNo person would appreciate the light which you bring, except there was a previous work of God in him. New birth is the previous work of God. 

    RemYou must have the honest and good ground. It is only there the seed springs up and brings forth fruit. The ground must be divinely prepared. 

    RemA person must have been born again to accept the truth. 

    RemJust as with the men of Samaria, they say, Now we believe, not because of thy saying, for we have heard him ourselves. 

    FERYes, she simply drew attention to Christ. 

    QuesWould you preach only to those born again? 

    RemI said no one could accept the truth without being born again. 

    QuesHave you not seen people very much unconverted brought under the sound of the gospel, and then converted? 

    RemBut God did it. 

    RemI know it is all Gods work, and I would like to speak to five hundred people desperately unconverted, and if any of them were converted, I know it would be all His work from first to last. 

    RemAnd the hand of the Lord be with you. 

    RemYes, or nothing would be done. 

    RemA man can receive nothing unless it be given him out of heaven. 

    FERThe point is of vital importance. If you take B.s company of five hundred, and suppose four hundred and ninety-nine converted, in these there would have been a previous work of God independent of B. 

    RemIf four hundred and ninety-nine of that company were converted, all of them would owe that to Gods work and not yours. 

    RemEvery shred of it, but the Lord might use the word which falls from His servants lips. While one is preaching God may work. 

    FERBut while He uses you to enlighten He works independently of you. If they are going to receive your testimony He must have wrought a work in them before. It is not your preaching that does that work. The point is whether the beginning is Gods work or mans work. It may have taken place only a few seconds previously, but it is not mans work but Gods work, and that is vitally important. 

  
    BLESSINGS, EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY (FER 7)

    Psalm 72; Colossians 1: 19 - 29

    I want to throw out a few thoughts, no doubt familiar to a great many here, to indicate the difference between the character of the blessings in the time to come, and the character of the blessings that belong to Christians at the present moment. I wish to speak as simply as possible, so that all may share in some degree in the benefit of what has been before us at these meetings; but all I can do is just to throw out a few thoughts, which I trust may help to start you on the line. 

    It is a fact that we learn most things by contrast; our minds are so constituted that there are really few things that we learn except in that way. I could show you how in the word of God things are continually presented in contrast, because God knows well what poor feeble things we are, and He puts things before us in that way so that our minds may be able, in measure, to comprehend them. 

    I want to bring before you some things which will characterise the millennial age, what God has in view for that time. I see distinctly in the word of God that from the time sin came into this world, God had in view a world of His own, and I always read Hebrews 2 as connecting itself with the world to come, whereof we speak. Every trait of faith there brought out in principle connects itself with that world. The world here was ruined by man listening to the enemy, the enemy obtained a footing in it, and Satan has now come out as the god and prince of this world. Such a world will not do for God. God may bear with it and work out His ways in it; but it will not do for God; and what God made known to faith was that He would have a world of His own. In the epistle to the Hebrews we have the revelation of the world to come, and what marks it is, that everything is put under the Son of man. God has not put the world to come under angels, but under the Son of man. 

    What I will speak of first are the blessings which mark the world to come. I can only present to you two or three features connected with it. 

    In order to make the thing clear and orderly I will first speak of it in connection with God, and will seek to show you the place which God will have, then the place which Christ has distinctively, and finally what will mark man on earth in the time to come. 

    In regard to the first, God made known, from ever the time that a real type of redemption came in, that He intended to dwell among men on earth. I suppose everyone here knows what I refer to  the redemption of His people out of Egypt in virtue of the blood of the passover Lamb. Gods purpose was not only to redeem them  it was that He might dwell among them. The moment they come into the wilderness we get Gods dwelling-place: that is what the book of Exodus presents. If you sum up the book, the first thing is redemption, the deliverance of His people; the second is the order of Gods dwelling. He was going to set up His dwelling-place among His people. When we get to Leviticus we have the truth of approach to God; the tabernacle was there, and Leviticus brings before us the great truth of approach to God. I merely refer to that as indicating the order of Gods purposes. It has often been pointed out that God did not dwell with Adam or with Abraham; but when God has a redeemed people, then it is that He can establish His dwelling-place. 

    I would just turn for a moment to Leviticus 16:5,6; Leviticus 16:15,16, the day of atonement. It is evident in the day of atonement that all is founded on redemption, whatever comes out is grounded on the fact that God has been completely glorified in the death of Christ. The ground of reconciliation is that Christ was made sin, and that sin has been put away from before God. God has been completely glorified in it, and the witness is that the blood is sprinkled on and before the mercy-seat. You cannot get a more striking type of the effect of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ than in what took place on the day of atonement. I would just notice, too, that the day of atonement did not come in until after the sin of the priests, after Nadab and Abihu had offered strange fire, and the link of the people with God through the priesthood was thus broken. 

    The day of atonement  you might call it the day of reconciliation  presents the fact that God has been completely glorified in the putting away of sin. The blood is sprinkled on and before the mercy-seat. 

    There is no doubt a difference between the import of the bullock and that of the goat; yet we find that precisely the same thing was done with the blood of the goat as was done with the blood of the bullock: the blood of each was sprinkled on and before the mercy-seat. Whatever may result from it, the foundation of all lies in this, that God has been glorified in the putting away of sin by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

    I believe the ultimate application of the blood in each case introduced, in type and shadow, the heavenly and the earthly. The blood of the bullock was carried into the holiest; it was for Aaron and his house  the ground of approach for the priestly family. If you look at the antitype, the reality, it was Christ and the church  that is what is usually typified by Aaron and his sons. All go in together on the ground that God has been glorified in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am not now speaking of what Christ was personally or of what was due to Him, but of His identification with the priestly family. Both he that sanctifieth  that is Christ  and they that are sanctified are all of one  they go in on the same ground. That is connected with the blood of the bullock. 

    The blood of the goat was the ground on which the tabernacle of God could remain among the children of Israel. God saw fit to have a dwelling-place down here; and the ground on which God will have a dwelling-place among men in the future is the same as that on which we have boldness to enter into the holiest. Leviticus 16 gives us the basis, in death, of Gods ways in reconciliation. In Colossians 1 we find everything put upon that ground: Christ has made peace by the blood of His cross, that He might reconcile by Himself all things unto God. 

    I have said this, beloved friends, in order to show you that the first item and element of the blessing of man in the millennial earth will be that God will dwell among them. His tabernacle will be cleansed from all uncleanness and filthiness by the work of Christ, and God will dwell among His people. Could you conceive a greater privilege than to have God dwelling here? Men on the earth at that time will have more than Adam or Abraham had: they will have the unspeakable privilege of God setting His dwelling-place among His people. I have often asked myself the question, What will occupy mens minds in the time to come, when there will be no great business activity, no great excitement in connection with politics or war? If all these things were taken away from people now they would be very dull. Well, I will tell you what I see  and just submit the thought to you  God intends to let the present world, so to speak, wear itself out. He will allow it to be seen that the present world with all its activity, energy, and ability, has not been able to secure happiness for man. I challenge any thoughtful person as to whether the inventive skill of the present day tends in the direction of happiness. What I see is that the great inventions of the present day are turned to promote covetousness; 

    a new thing to be successful must turn to moneymaking. Instead of tending to the happiness of man, these things tend in the opposite direction. God will allow the folly of the world to be exposed, and it will be made manifest that all mans skill and intelligence have not tended to his happiness, because he is away from God. The great discoveries of the present day are in the ascertainment and application of the laws of nature. Men cannot make laws, but they find out laws, and learn to apply them. But who gave those laws to nature? If the God who gave those laws to nature is dwelling upon earth, it will be a greater thing for mens minds to be occupied with the One who gave those laws than with the laws themselves. There is a great deal in that, because Gods ways will be unveiled, His wisdom all comes out in the time to come. One great element, then, of the time to come will be the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth; and He will be known by His people as a God of mercy, for He will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities He will remember no more. These are what I may call the first elements of blessing of the world to come; God will dwell here on the ground of what Christ has accomplished, and more than that, the knowledge of the blessed God Himself will be here, and that will be better than everything man can find out by investigation of the laws He has established. 

    Now I will say a word in regard to the place that Christ will have in the world to come. It comes out in the most beautiful way in the Psalm I have read. Just notice the striking close of the Psalm: The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended. David has nothing more to ask for; all his prayers have their answer in the glory of the Kings Son. The chapter is a prayer for the kings son, and I do not think anyone can doubt that the Psalm refers to the true Son of David, not to Solomon. It may have been fulfilled to some degree in Solomon, but the real application of the Psalm is to Christ, the true Son of David. All nations shall call Him blessed. Christ has died to sin, and from the rudiments of the world, and is no longer known after the flesh; but I should not care to say He has died to men, because I do not find Scripture say so. Men are to be blessed in Him  not only the priestly company in heaven, but men upon earth shall be blessed in Him. They will be blessed under the peaceful rule of the Kings Son. As the true David He will subdue His enemies, and as the true Solomon He will reign in peace. Moses and Aaron combined give us a type of Christ: He will come out as King and Priest and will bless the people, and men will be blessed in Him. I picture to myself the world to come as something like Israel in their tents, as Balaam saw them abiding in divinely appointed order, in the vision of God. That will have its application, in a certain sense, in the world to come; all will, so to say, be covered by Christ under the eye of God. It will be a great thing, beloved friends, when the true Moses, the true Aaron  King and Priest  comes forth and all nations call Him blessed. That will be a very blessed time down here, a time of peace, security, and contentment. How much are these things known now? 

    One word more in regard to men. What I find in regard to men is this, that in all Gods dealings in grace there is and must be in them the one and new foundation  the foundation in man will be new birth; Ezekiel 36. God by His Spirit works in sovereign power in man, and lays the foundation for whatever superstructure it may please Him to erect upon that foundation. The superstructure in the world to come will be the law  His people will get the blessings of the new covenant. They will be betrothed to Jehovah in righteousness and faithfulness, and His laws will be given into their minds and written in their hearts. If I were to look at things merely according to man, 

    I should like to live in that time. Nobody can dispute that there will be the greatest blessing for men in that day. Peace, security, and content, as I said just now, will be seen everywhere. How one sighs for content! Supposing the world were filled with content  where would be the necessity for legislation? There would be no place for it. The fact is, the whole condition and state of things will be totally and completely changed. 

    In Leviticus 16 we have the great moral foundation for everything, and in Psalm 72 we have laid out the blessings which are connected with the reign of the Kings Son. 

    Now I want to pass on to Colossians 1 by way of contrast. 

    In the passage I have read there is distinct proof that saints are not here looked at as in heaven, because twice over the hope is spoken of. If you talk about hope you have not got the thing in full fruition of things and the reconciliation of persons. The former is future, the reconciliation of persons is present. He says, You now hath he reconciled. That is connected with the gospel. In 2 Corinthians 5 the apostle enlarges upon it; but I believe the thought of reconciliation has to do with identity, with individuality: I am individually reconciled to God; it is not a question of a new state, but that I, as an individual, am reconciled. That is what Christ has done, and I want to speak to you as to the character of it. It appears to me that the main thought in reconciliation is this, it places me with God apart from all that is contrary to God. It places me with God apart from the flesh. You now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death. We are set with God apart from the flesh. The flesh is that which would preclude our having any entrance where God is. We get the positive privilege of reconciliation brought out in Hebrews 10  boldness to enter into the holiest. That is the first privilege which belongs to the people of God now. I am reconciled  placed with God  holy, unblameable, and unreproveable in His sight, apart from what would hinder my entrance into the holiest, and am there in association with the true Aaron. If I go back to the beginning, Adam did not go into the holiest; flesh does not enter there; but the fact of reconciliation is that I am apart from the flesh. In the flesh I never could go into the holiest. I am now apart from it; death has in Christ come in upon it, so that I might be before God, unblameable and unreproveable. It is not simply God dwelling amongst men, but we are individually blest with God. We are placed before Him, constituted holy, and we have liberty to enter into the holiest. There is no place too holy for a Christian; what can be holier than the holiest? If I think of myself now with God, I see there is nothing whatever contrary: every bit of contrariety is gone in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ; there is not only expiation, but I am before God apart from the flesh, so that I can be with Him in perfect happiness, liberty, and peace. I am constituted holy, unblameable, and unreproveable; it is really what God Himself is, and that is what we are constituted before Him. We have to wait for the full result, but not for the reconciliation; that is present. It is a wonderful thing to be with God in this way, every bit of contrariety gone in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. There will be great blessing in the time to come when God dwells among His people, from the flesh, so that I can be with Him in perfect happiness, liberty, and peace. I am constituted holy, unblameable, and unreproveable; it is really what God Himself is, and that is what we are constituted before Him. We have to wait for the full result, but not for the reconciliation; that is present. It is a wonderful thing to be with God in this way, every bit of contrariety gone in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. There will be great blessing in the time to come when God dwells among His people, but it is a far greater thing, to be with God now in this way. The full result, of course, will be when we are in glory, in likeness to Christ; but I am only speaking of what we are constituted now while still upon earth. We have the privilege to be with God according to all holiness, and to see that there is nothing contrary. 

    Now we come to another point (verse 27): Christ in you, the hope of glory. We get here a new thing, which had never been spoken of before, namely, Christ in the saints. I will tell you what is a very great point in my judgment; it is very important to get a right idea of Christ as He is now. The first thing is that He came out of heaven. He is the living bread come down from heaven. Then He has, as Man, glorified God, so that man should be in Gods presence in divine righteousness; and further, by the power of God in resurrection, He is in a condition of glory and power suited to the great place He has taken as Man. The first thing is, then, He is heavenly because He is out of heaven. After the flesh He was here in weakness  the condition was perfect according to what was needed  but He was raised from the dead by the power of God. I delight to think of the Lord Jesus Christ, the same blessed Person, divine and heavenly in character, raised again from the dead by the mighty power of God in the condition of glory and power in which He takes His seat in righteousness as Man at the right hand of God. I only bring this before you in order to lead your hearts to an apprehension of the greatness and glory of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the body. 

    The point that comes out in verse 27 is that He is in us. That is the mystery, and what it involves is, that though I am the same in identity, I am of another kind. Christ is in me, and the instant I talk about Christ being in me I am of another kind. That will never apply to saints on the earth in the millennium; they are the same identity, but not, save morally, of another kind. We are the same persons but of another kind, because Christ is in us the hope of glory. Christ being in me, teaches me that I am apart from the world. Every person who is looking for glory is apart from the world. I am content to accept the world as a wilderness, because what I have is, Christ in me, and He is in me as the hope of glory. I am going to have a place of blessed exaltation and be like Christ; whatever marks Him as Man will be descriptive, too, of the saints. The truth of Christ being in us is a most momentous one, and it involves unity. No one can confess that truth without acknowledging the unity. The moment I come to think of Christ in me I must also think of Christ in other saints. If I think of myself as a member of the body I have to think of other saints, because Christ is there, too. In Colossians 3 the apostle speaks of it: Where Christ is all and in all, in all the saints, and the fact of Christ being in us is the real bond of unity in the saints down here. What I am told in Ephesians is There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one hope, because Christ is in us the hope of glory. 

    One more point comes out at the close of the chapter: Whom we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. When I come to speak of the future, I do not read anything at all about growth: I do not think that idea comes in there; growth comes in now because we are of a new kind, and therefore there must be growth, because every saint begins as a babe in Christ. Every man begins of necessity as a babe, and has to grow up into a perfect man. The idea of a perfect man is where all the moral faculties are in exercise. The faculties are all in the babe, but they have to be developed. The believer has to grow up into a perfect man  where every spiritual faculty is developed. 

    I have often coveted the ability to present Christ in glory to the saints; I should like to be able to minister to the saints what Paul spoke of when he said, I determined to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified. Who of us has an adequate idea of the greatness and glory of that risen Man? The first great thing is to see that He is a Man of another order, not only that He has gone to glory, but that He is from heaven: He is heavenly. Do you want to know some of the features of the heavenly Man? Righteousness, holiness, blamelessness, love, boldness, access, confidence  those are the features of the Man out of heaven. And now He has gone to the Father, and we see Him no more; but He has put us in the Fathers presence; He has gone there in a condition which is the full and adequate expression of the mighty power of God in resurrection. 

    I would not desire anything more than the ability to minister Christ to the saints, as Paul says, Whom we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom. Do you know that you are going to be like Christ? As is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. We are going to be perfectly like Christ. We know that when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. The apostle John could dilate upon the present blessing: Beloved, now are we the sons of God; you will never be more truly the object of affection to the Father than you are now, and therefore the apostle says, Now are we the children of God; but He says, it is not yet manifested what we shall be, but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him. If I am going to be like Christ, in the image of the heavenly, Christ becomes the standard of purity for me down here. I would not be content with a lower condition of things; I have the blessed joy of being placed with God apart from everything that is contrary, and the consciousness that I am going to be perfectly in the likeness of the Man in glory. 

    May God, beloved friends, give us a sense of the greatness of our calling. I delight to trace out in Scripture the blessing of the time to come; but it only brings out into greater and more distinct contrast the peculiar blessings that God has called us to. 

    May we be kept apart from everything down here, and become morally more like the One to whom we are going to be perfectly conformed. 

  
    THE OBJECT OF MINISTRY (FER 8)

    Colossians 1, Colossians 2

    FHBI have thought that the object of ministry would be a good subject, as so many labouring brethren are present. 

    QuesWhat scripture do you propose? 

    FHBWe might take up Colossians 1 and Colossians 2. I think that if we understand what Gods thought and purpose in ministry is, we should think more seriously of ministry. Is it correct to say all that is of God in us is effected by ministry, that the Spirit of God effects it by ministry? 

    EC-pWhat do you mean by ministry? 

    FHBThe ministry of the word. 

    EC-pIs that always by the ministry of a servant? 

    FHBNot necessarily. It is the ministry of the word, but not the ministry of a servant necessarily. 

    DLHI thought the word of God came to us through servants  through Paul and through John, etc.  that is, primarily. Though it is the word of God we get, it is through the servants we get it. 

    FHBWhat is the ministry to effect? 

    WTPWWhat B. spoke of was more a spiritual gift. 

    FHBLook again at chapter 1: 28. 

    WTPWThat is the exercise surely of a spiritual gift. What is ministry? 

    FHBI mean the ministry of the word  teaching specially. I was thinking more of the effect in the saint. What is to be effected by it in you and me? Paul says, That we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

    WTPWBroadly speaking, would you not say ministry is the exercise of a spiritual gift? What you have been speaking of might take place in a soul apart from the ministry of a servant, as C. says. 

    FHBTake an evangelist, be has a distinct design before him, a distinct thought in his soul, namely, to get souls saved? 

    WTPWI would not let the evangelist stop there; that is the beginning. 

    FHBHave you not the ministry in this very chapter? The ministry of the gospel and the ministry of the church, for both of which Paul was specially called and fitted. 

    WTPWI dare say the gospel of the apostle Paul was somewhat different from what some evangelists of the present day call the gospel, and as there are a good many here today, it might do us good to get brushed up a little. Was that your desire? 

    FHBMy desire was to get help. I think if we understood better what the design of ministry is, we should know how to do the work better. 

    THRI think it is an immense thing to go back to the fountain-head, because things do come to us through ministry, and Christ is the minister. I must have everything ministered to me from God, and Christ is the Apostle. Here, in a certain sense, you get what is apostolic to begin with. If I do not get a thing distinctly through apostolic ministry, I do not get it from God. It is important to get a thing properly. If I do not get the thing ministered I do not get it properly. We get it first through the apostles. 

    WTPWDo you mean that it must come through some spiritual gift? 

    THRI was not speaking of that; but I think to understand it you must go back to the beginning. 

    WTPWIt is the revelation of God to the soul, no matter what is the channel. 

    THRYou must be sure of the channel. 

    WTPWWhat do you mean by that? 

    THRI mean this  God spoke through Moses, 

    God gave communications to Israel through Moses; and it had to come through Moses, and in that dispensation Moses was the apostle by whom God spoke. It must come through a properly qualified channel. 

    WTPWI should like that amplified. 

    THRIt was given from heaven through divinely commissioned men; they spoke as apostles of Jesus Christ, who is the Apostle of our profession. 

    HD'ACYou cannot set aside the channel through which the ministry comes. 

    DLHIn that respect is it not true that apostles are still in the church, He gave some apostles (Ephesians 4)? 

    THRYes; we get them in the word, the apostolic office of Christ does not cease. Would you not say so, R.? 

    FERYes; the only thing is that the apostles inaugurate the system  introduce it. 

    THRAt the present moment in the history of the church  for the church goes through phases  I think we do depend upon Christ as Apostle to get the truth suited to the moment through which we are passing  all the truth brought out of late years, for instance. It is all in Scripture, but it is brought out because Christ is still the Apostle of our profession. 

    FERI think we distinguish between the initial ministry and ministry that goes on in detail. You could not put anything now on a level with the apostles ministry. The end is the same, but todays ministry can hardly be placed beside the first; no one now could be a minister of the gospel or the church, as Paul was. 

    GEWe are of God: he that is of God heareth us. That is apostolic distinctly. 

    FHBMinistry, as it is exercised today, is not merely explaining the truths of the Bible, but there is something to be effected in souls by it, souls are to be formed by it. It is not simply informing the intelligence, the object of ministry is much more. 

    FERI suppose it is what you get in the end of the chapter, Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ. That was the apostles object, but I cannot effect anything in you, nor you in me. 

    FHBYes, but it may come through you; it might be effected through your ministry by the Spirit of God. 

    FEROh, yes. 

    GGWhat do you mean by the apostolic office of Christ continuing? 

    THRChrist is the Apostle of our profession. Of course you get the inauguration of Christianity apostolically at first; but I think also that as the church goes through the various phases of her history on earth, the church gets guidance distinctly from Christ. Christ would bring out men and qualify them, in order to bring out any particular truth suited to its state. 

    WHB-tWould you say any distinct resuscitation of truth would be by Christ in that way? 

    THRI think so, but you get Christs care for the church. You get nothing new, but what is in the word, but His care on high over the church would bring out at every part of her history truths that were suited for the moment. I think Christ would qualify men. Joshua had to observe all that Moses commanded, but the Lord adds, Have not I commanded thee? 

    GGHe would use ministry to bring that out? 

    THRI think so. 

    FERThere is one important point, the ministry is the ministry of what has been effected. 

    W.T.P.W. In what way? 

    FERI should say what has been effected in Christ. 

    FHBIs it looking for it as a present result when it says, That we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus? 

    FERCertainly. 

    JPWhat has been effected in Christ? 

    FERAll has been effected in Christ. If it is the ministry of reconciliation, the reconciliation has been accomplished. There would be no ministry of it if it had not been effected. Everything for God has been effected in Christ, souls have to come into it; but in Christ is displayed the measure of what has been effected. If it is the new covenant, Paul could fully minister the terms on which God was with man. You try to bring home to people the terms. The new covenant has been established in Christ. 

    WTPWIn what sense was the apostle an able minister of the new covenant? 

    FERHe was competent as being fully in the light of what has been effected in Christ. I think that is the character of ministry. Paul speaks of the word of reconciliation. If reconciliation had not been accomplished, he could not speak about the word of reconciliation; so as to righteousness, the righteousness must be there before it can be ministered. It is revealed in Christ. 

    FHBThen the object would be to bring us consciously into it? 

    FERThe full effect here is to Present every man perfect in Christ Jesus, that is, full-grown in Christ  nothing lacking morally. 

    THRChrist is everything. 

    QuesAs to the apprehension in the soul? 

    FERThe verse shows the end the apostle had in view, it is not a question as to whether any could say he was perfect or not, but it was the object of the ministry. 

    FHBThat is important. Not an understanding of the thing, but something morally effected in him. 

    FERIt is not only preaching, but warning every man. 

    AMIs the evangelist to have the same object as the minister of the church? 

    FERThere can be but one end before everybody with regard to what you minister. You can have but one end in view, though all may not carry souls on to the end. 

    FHBThat is important, no matter what the gift, there is only one end. 

    FERYou may not be able to bring the person to the full end, but you cannot have another end in view. 

    FHBAll then are workers together to one end  helpers together? 

    GGIs that the meaning of the Hope of the gospel? 

    FERNo; the hope of the gospel refers to heaven. 

    FHBYou (T.H.R.) made a remark the other day which was very helpful, God has put us in Christ, but we do not always put ourselves where God has set us. 

    FERMinistry refers to the subjective side. To present every man perfect in Christ Jesus does not refer to standing, it is subjective. 

    WTPWI do not know if we all understand what is the subjective side. 

    FERIt is the state effected in the believer, and the formation of the believer in a state. 

    JPIs not that effected by the Holy Spirit? I thought an objective ministry would produce the subjective state. 

    FERThat may be. The purpose is subjective, though it be produced by an objective ministry. 

    GGWould you explain what it is to be perfect  subjectively in Christ? 

    FERAll that I understand by it is that there should be no moral quality of Christ lacking in the believer. 

    FHBThat the believer should be formed according to Christ  Christ formed in him. Whom we preach is objective. 

    FERYou get the statement of it in a way in Ephesians, We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, it says; that is Gods work. 

    WTPWShould that object be equally before the evangelist? 

    FERI think it ought to be the end before all, to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

    WTPWI think to put the gospel to meet the need of man only, is very sad. Christendom does it, but I hope we have another line. 

    FERGod has sent the gospel into the world to effectuate His own purpose. His purpose at the present time is the body of Christ. God may in the gospel open the door to everyone, and has done so; but the purpose before Him is the body of Christ. 

    QuesThe evangelist goes forth in the sense that God has a purpose gathering out sinners to complete His pleasure. 

    WTPWWhy does the evangelist see so little result? That is what exercises me very often. 

    AMSome have said evangelists do not stay long enough in a place. 

    WTPWPaul only stayed three sabbath days at Thessalonica. I do not think that is the only reason. 

    QuesIf the gospel is to effectuate Gods purpose, He can do without me or with me. God is very graciously pleased to use the preaching of the gospel. 

    WTPWI was thinking about having the truth and carrying it out. I dare say many of us are like that young man in the Old Testament. Ahimaaz ran to the king; 2 Samuel 18. He was a runner with tidings, but he had no distinct message. We are often like that, we have not got it distinctly enough ourselves. He had not got the tidings ready. 

    APWe have to get it ourselves before we can give it to others. With regard to presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus, you could not present a man perfect in Christ unless you were perfect in Christ yourself? 

    FERI think so. I should venture to make a difference (only so many preachers are here I hardly dare say so!) between Gods purpose in the gospel and Gods purpose in the church, I mean as to ministry, not as to the end, but as to immediate result. What I understand by Gods purpose in the gospel is that God may be known, according to what He is, in the heart of man; the gospel comes in to make God known. 

    FHBI thought you said the gospel was to bring in another man? 

    FERNo; that I think brings in more the church. Gods immediate end in the gospel is to make Himself known as He has revealed Himself to be. 

    AMDo you mean as a Saviour-God? 

    FERI mean to make known His love, to reveal Himself in what He is in His own nature, in what He Himself is. 

    QuesGod so loved the world? 

    FERThat is the coming out of His love, the expression of it. God is love. 

    QuesWould you not say God is light? 

    FERI would not say God is light in the same sense as He is said to be love. I would not say God is light if I wanted to express His nature, only one word describes the nature of God, that is, love. Light is presented relatively, love absolutely. 

    DLHWe have been accustomed to say God is light and God is love. 

    FERI do not think we express it quite correctly if we say that two things describe the nature of God. If darkness is in question, then God is light, but when it is a statement of the nature of God in any absolute sense He is love. Every activity of God is originated in love, every movement of God is the fruit of it. It all originates in love. Light is spoken of relatively, God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. Because there is darkness it necessarily brings in the truth, God is light, but when it is a statement of Gods nature absolutely, He is love. 

    WTPWWell, but you would feel it necessary to present the truth  God is light in a day like this when so many press the love of God and say all will be saved, because so many are giving up the truth as to the judgment of sin, eternal punishment, and so on. 

    FERYes, I would press it certainly because men are in darkness, I do not see any love in ignoring that. To my mind the great end of the gospel is that God might be known and that is in love. God has come out in Christ. In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. You cannot know anything of the love of God except in the expression of it in Christ. It is the gospel of God concerning His Son. 

    QuesWould not that be objective? 

    FERYes, but if that truth, the truth of what God is, is made known to me it must produce a great subjective effect, a revolution in me. The instant it comes home to a man that God is love it produces a momentous change. 

    GGI do not understand about God is light. Was He not always light? 

    FERLight is relative, love is substantive. Light is presented in contrast to darkness: it all comes in in reference to the state in which man is found, God is light, and in him is no darkness at all, but when you come to nature, what really characterised God, what originates everything in God, it is God is love. 

    JPYou would not call universalism love at all? 

    FERNo; universalism is not love, it simply reduces God to the level of man. 

    FHBSetting forth the truth of the nature of God would do away with all that; it would necessarily bring in the dealing with sin. 

    WTPWI quite accept all that has been said about the love, that love is absolute and light relative, I go with it fully. 

    DLHWe are said to be light in the Lord, but never love. 

    FERI did not understand that for a long time, but I think I do now. 

    QuesWhat do you understand? 

    FERIt came out in connection with the statement that love is sovereign; the statement was that it could not be so with any creature. In a creature love is response, but with God love originates. It is the sovereignty of love that originates every movement of God; all the revelation of God originates in love. You could not speak of that in regard to a creature. We love him because he first loved us. It is because of what He is in Himself that He loves. 

    WTPWThen you would connect all the purposes and counsels of God with love? 

    FERYes, and the great thing is, He will rest in his love. 

    WTPWWhat is the difference between grace and love? 

    FERThere is a difference. Grace is the adaptation of love in a certain sense to meet man in his responsibility. Grace is love suited to man in the state in which he is as responsible, but also to bring him into the enjoyment of what love has purposed. You cannot say God is grace, but you speak of the grace of God; you rightly say He is love. No man knows Gods love until he knows His grace. 

    FCIs grace love in activity? 

    FERYes, it is, but it is the love of God to meet you in responsibility. 

    EC-pLove requires no motive. 

    FERLove is the motive. Every man learns Gods grace first, it is the adaptation of love to the state of man who needs love. Love is the spring. Love is the motive and a most powerful motive. 

    HD'ACIs there not this in a Christian toward a sinner? 

    FERYes, if you are under the influence of Gods love you are formed in it and thus you love the sinner; but I ask under whose influence is God? 

    DLHYou are not a source; God is. 

    FERThe spring of everything in God is love. 

    GGBut does not love require an object? 

    FERGods love has found its object, but it does not need one in God. All the counsels and purposes of God have originated in love. 

    ECLove is its own object, we are not the objects of love, we are the subjects of love. 

    FERLoves object, as I understand it, is to make itself known. It is a difficult thing to realise it. 

    AMIs that the reason why God is love in Johns epistle is followed by that verse In this was manifested the love of God? 

    FERYes. 

    WTPWYou will make us all evangelists. Every heart would like to carry that message. 

    FERIt is very difficult to explain it. 

    WTPWIt makes it so simple in every ones life; if you have got to the source in your own history you cannot help carrying it on; if you are enjoying it you must pass it on. It would mould the life of every saint. 

    FHBThen that would be the spring of all ministry, whether to the saints or in the gospel? 

    WTPWQuite so. 

    FERLove is the true measure of every man, not gift. Gift is not a mans measure. If a man has every gift and not love he is nothing, and you could not be less than nothing. 

    FHBWould you say a little on the difference between the ministry of the gospel and the ministry of the church? 

    FERThe ministry of the church has more reference to our subjective state, that we may be formed in Christ. To my mind the work of the evangelist, the ministry of the gospel (if I may speak with great respect), is to make known to the heart of man what God has revealed Himself to be. 

    WTPWThen Gods purpose about man has more to do with the church; in connection with that is our being formed. You would not tell a sinner about the counsel of God with respect to the church? 

    FERWell, it would not be much use to him. 

    DLHIn Luke 15 do you get more than what you call the ministry of the gospel? 

    FERI think it brings in reconciliation. The ministry of the new covenant connects itself, I think, with the gospel; the ministry of reconciliation with the church. The gospel is Gods approach to man. It is the pleasure of God to make Himself known according to what He is, to man. In virtue of the blood of Christ, God comes out to man, approaches man. Then comes out the ministry of the new covenant. Just as the first covenant was the declaration of the terms on which God was with Israel, so the new covenant is the declaration of the terms on which God is with the believer, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    D.L.H. Still the gospel? 

    FERWell, it connects itself with it very intimately. 

    WTPWWould you say it is in force now? 

    FERNot strictly, but in principle you are under the new covenant. The letter kills but we have the spirit of it. 2 Corinthians 3 brings it out, Able ministers of the new testament [covenant]. 

    QuesWhat are those terms? 

    FERThe terms on which God is with us are forgiveness and divine teaching. God forgives you and then teaches you. 

    FHBWhy do you bring in the teaching? 

    FERBecause it is an essential part of it. It is all on the ground of the death of Christ. The terms are  God does not impute to you but imparts to you. 

    WTPWIt is incomprehensible grace. 

    FERYes, surely. 

    QuesWhat is the ministry of righteousness? 

    FERIt is the ministry of righteousness in contrast to the ministry of condemnation, the teaching is an essential part of it. I will put my law in their inward parts. Those are the great points. We do not get the law written in the heart, but we have the Spirit, and we do not get forgiveness simply in an administrative way as Israel, but we get no sin imputed; the believer is completely justified in Christ. 

    DLHNow there is another thing. You have not spoken of the ministry of reconciliation. 

    FERThe ministry of reconciliation is that all distance between God and man has been so completely removed in Christ that man can be brought into a new state before God, a state suitable to God, and that brings in the church; that is, it borders close on it; the state that marks you is the state that marks me. 

    ERAre you connecting this still with Luke 15? 

    FERYes. It paves the way for the church, because it is on the ground of new creation the church comes in. If any one be in Christ there is a new creation. You are on that ground now and reconciliation is to that end. The distance has been removed that we might be a new creation. The prodigal had been a long way off but the distance has been removed. 

    WTPWWhy do you always connect distance with reconciliation. Is it not more state? 

    FERWell, it is the alienation of the heart of man from God, moral distance, I mean. The prodigal is a good illustration. In the case of the prodigal he found the distance removed, but be is more than reconciled, he is clothed, he has the best robe put on him; the best robe formed no part of the prodigals first inheritance, J.N.D. used to say. 

    AHWould not the gospel include not only God coming out to man but man being brought to God? 

    FERWell, but then you get on to the ground of reconciliation immediately. 

    AHBut you get God coming out in Romans 5? 

    FERYou get God coming out in Romans at the beginning; then you come to the terms on which God is with man in chapters 4 and 5, till you get to reconciliation, and in the succeeding chapter you get the state in which you are for God, which leads up to the very verge of the church; I think it goes beyond the gospel. 

    FHBWould it not be included in what Paul calls the ministry of the gospel? 

    FERI think the ministry of reconciliation leads on to the church, and that is a different thing from the glad tidings of the grace of God. I think the great point of the gospel or glad tidings is God coming out to man. It is His pleasure to make Himself known to man. 

    ECThat would be part of the evangelists work and therefore part of the gospel? 

    FERI think the gospel in itself ends with the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit given; when a man has got that he has got the good of the gospel; you can never get more than the love of God. 

    FHBBut when Paul speaks of my gospel does not that take in the thought of reconciliation, the gospel of the glory? 

    FERIt is all included in the terms on which God can be with man. You can only learn this in Christ in glory, and you are to be in the state of Christ, a new creation, that is another point. 

    JPWhen the love of God is shed abroad in the heart is not that the soul brought to God? 

    FERI should say that is rather God brought to the soul than we brought to God, though on the Holy Spirit being given we are morally brought to God. 

    HD'ACWhen the father kissed the prodigal where does that come in? 

    FERThat was reconciliation. The father had come out, but the prodigal had to go in. 

    WTPWThe evangelist has not done his work till the soul has the Holy Spirit and the love of God shed abroad in his heart. 

    FERPeople know only poorly what it is to be brought to God. I think they may have the love of God shed abroad in the heart without the full sense of being brought to God. To be brought to God means to be brought to God in Gods own habitation  sharing Christs exaltation in heavenly places; that is the purpose of the love of God. God brought Himself to Israel in Exodus 15. In the early part of the song they prepare Him an habitation, but in the latter part they are brought into the place He has made for Himself to dwell in. In purpose brought to God in Canaan. We do not know much about the love of God, the full bearing of the love of God is that God will have us in His own habitation. 

    EC-pIt is present to faith? 

    FERYes; but it is to satisfy Gods love, For his great love wherewith he loved us. 

    FHBBut they were brought to God when they were across the Red Sea. Peter says, That he might bring us to God. 

    FERIn Peter it is the purpose for which Christ suffered, that he might bring us to God. 

    FHBHe is brought to God morally now? 

    FERYes; he is brought to God morally. A man is brought to God morally when he has the Spirit, but the full thought is to be brought to God perfectly suited to Him in His own habitation. 

    AMWhen the Lord sent Paul to the Gentiles it was that they should receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them which are sanctified. 

    FERThat leaves a man where he is down here, but forgiven, and having inheritance. 

    QuesBeing brought to God, in its full extent, we are waiting for? 

    FHBBut it is very important that we are brought to God morally now? 

    FERMorally you are with God now, but you have to look at the thing on the divine side and you have to see what will satisfy God, that is, many sons brought to glory. 

    WHB-tWhat is the adaptation to Christianity of I bare you on eagles wings, and brought you unto myself, Exodus 19? 

    FERYou have it now morally, but in its full extent it is the habitation. It is one thing to have Christ in us as the hope of glory and it is another thing to be in the glory, sharing all the glory and exaltation of Christ where He is; that is union. Union is not down here. 

    ECYou cannot know it here? 

    FERYou cannot know it here, but you can know it while you are here. Union is in heaven, not on earth. Union means to reach Christ where He is. Then we lose individual interests. 

    QuesDo you make the way we are brought to God everything? 

    FERI think you need to enter into the love of God about you. If you make being brought to God, as we are now, the full extent of grace, you do not enter into what the love of God has purposed for you. God must satisfy Himself. If it is the purpose of His love to have you there, you must be there to know it. 

    AMThat verse in Peter, already quoted, is the statement of purpose? 

    FERBeing brought to God takes in the whole scope. It does not shut out what you have now, but it takes in all. What could you have more down here than the Spirit given and the love of God shed abroad in your heart? 

    ECWhat did J.B.S. mean when he said, So few souls know union? 

    FERHe means, I judge, that they have not reached Christ where Christ is. There is not the appropriation in the mass of people here of the love of God, so that it could be said they are sitting together in heavenly places in Christ, they are not willing to leave things here and join Christ where He is. God has prepared wonderful things for them that love Him. I believe He makes known those things He has prepared to them that love Him. I do not doubt God would make them known. As to loving God, it is a question of entering into His love for us. 

    FCWould you make any difference between being brought to God as sons, and brought to God in Christ? 

    FERNo; I think it is in Christ that we have sonship. 

    JPDid you say we could not know union till glory? 

    FERNo, I did not say that; but that we cannot know it down here. Union is to reach Christ where Christ is. 

    WTPWWe ought to know it while we are down here? 

    FHBIs not ministry that which conducts the soul that way, step by step? 

    FERWhat was Ephesians 2 ministered for but to lead them into union in the conscious knowledge of it? 

    DLHUnion does not set aside your individuality? 

    FERNo; but you have a new set of interests, which are Christs. Individuality never is lost if once it exists. Where there is the existence of a moral being, what we call a person, that person cannot cease to be. You may get the state changed, but the person remains. 

    QuesAre we at the Lords table as individuals? 

    FERThe idea of the Lords table is fellowship. 

    FHBPaul says to the Galatians, Until Christ be formed in you  does that increase? 

    FERWell, I doubt if every one would agree with my thought of that, but I think it refers to the company the apostle laboured for, that Christ should be formed in them as a company. 

    QuesBut taking Isaac and Ishmael as the figure, would you still think it corporate? 

    FERI think so, but I am not going to be dogmatic about it. 

    FHBBut is it not a fact that Christ is formed in the individual? 

    FERChrist is in the individual indisputably; you get that in Romans 8. It is the Spirit of Christ in the individual, I am not disputing that for a moment; but I think the apostles anxiety with regard to the Galatians was that Christ might be formed in them collectively; that they might answer, as a company, to the mind and purpose of God about them with regard to the church; it is like what you get here in Colossians. 

    FHBI could understand that in Colossians but not in Galatians. The Galatians were so far behind. 

    FERYes, but that was what the apostle laboured for. 

    ECThe Galatians were scarcely on Christian ground? 

    FERNo; the apostle laboured to set them there, as to their spiritual state. There was a certain result of the first travail, but they had stopped, and Paul travailed in birth again. Who stopped you, the apostle says? 

    FCThe apostle thought Christ had been formed in them, but found it was not so? 

    BC-pThen you think Christ formed in them is in the company? 

    FERYes; at all events, in Colossians. Christ in you is collective. 

    EC-pIs Christ formed in the company with a view to display? 

    FERI think so, as it is here, Christ in you, the hope of glory. That is collective. It is Christ in the Gentiles. To present every man perfect is in view of the display. 

    FHBEach individual is to have Christ formed in him? 

    FERYes; that is what it goes on to  to present every man. 

    DLHFor whom is the display? 

    FERGod will not have Christ displaced here. The display might be a testimony before the world, or it might be before principalities and powers. Man is not stronger than God. Christ has been here, and is not to be displaced. He is not here personally, but He is here in the body. 

    DLHIt takes the whole body for the display of Christ. 

    THRAnd I think the hope of glory connects itself with that. 

    Ques. How? 

    THRThe coming out. In chapter 3 it goes on to the appearing; but that is Christs manifestation. It is all to be brought out in the church. 

  
    THE ONE BODY AS PRESENTED IN SCRIPTURE (FER 9)

    Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12; Colossians 1; Ephesians 1

    I desire to bring under the attention of the readers of the Voice the teaching of the word in regard to the one body, which I judge all will allow to be Christs body. The thought of the body is referred to in four epistles, namely Romans (chapter 12), 1 Corinthians (chapter 12), Colossians (chapter 1), and Ephesians (chapter 1), though in the first two it is only just touched for certain purposes. 

    Before going into the subject in detail I must make one or two prefatory remarks; and at the outset I assume that the truth of the body is the mystery of the gospel. Paul refers to this in Romans 16: 25, 26, and in Ephesians 6: 19, and no one can fail to see the great importance that the subject had in his mind, and the responsibility which he felt to make manifest the mystery. I do not think that I should go too far in saying that the body is the great end of God in the gospel, and that until our souls are in the truth of it we do not fully answer to the thought of God in regard of us. It appears to me that many of us stop short at the gospel, and never reach the clear knowledge of the mystery. And this is the more to be deplored because that while the gospel unfolds the whole extent of our blessing in Christ according to the purpose of God, the mystery shows us what the church is as a vessel for Christ, the body in which He was to be set forth in the world from which He had been personally rejected. The ministry of the mystery is evidently distinct from that of the gospel (see Colossians 1: 23 - 26), but the mystery is the mystery of the gospel. And though we cannot understand the mystery by the gospel, yet it is evident that the mystery is involved in the gospel. The importance of this is that it makes evident that all we receive from God we receive through the gospel, and that the ministry of the assembly as Christs body adds nothing to the gifts of God, but leads our souls into the light of Gods thought in the assembly, as I have said, into what the body was to be as the vessel in which Christ was to be portrayed here, Christ among the Gentiles the hope of glory. 

    I come now to the teaching of the epistles in detail; and I remark a distinction of importance between the four passages, namely, that in Romans and 1 Corinthians, though the truth of the one body is introduced, there is no allusion to the Head save that it may possibly be involved in the expression the Christ in 1 Corinthians 12: 12. If we desire to find the Head we have to go to Colossians and Ephesians. Now it is evident that without knowing the Head no one can possibly have any intelligent apprehension of the body. And I do not think that such apprehension is supposed in 1 Corinthians or in Romans, for it appears to me that the statement of our being one body by the baptism of the Spirit is introduced in 1 Corinthians simply as a check to clericalism in the assembly. All the gifts were the working of the Spirit dividing severally to every one as He would, and hence one gift was not to be set against another; doing it would be an offence to the one Spirit; and the truth of the saints being one body by the Spirit is introduced to give force to this. Many results in the human body flow from that action of the heart, but these consequences are not discordant but harmonious. The source is one and the body one, requiring the co-operation of every member, and no member is redundant. Evidently clericalism is the opposite of this, and I imagine that it was to check the tendency to this that the light of the one body is brought into 1 Corinthians. 

    In Romans the truth of our being one body in Christ, and every one members one of another, is introduced to give force to the exhortation that every man should think soberly as to himself according as God had dealt to every man the measure of faith. If the saints had, in the sovereignty of Gods will, been constituted one body in Christ, it was evident that any right thought of themselves must be, not according to nature, but according to grace  the first were last and the last first. 

    Thus the reference to the body in these two epistles may be said to be by the way. There is no mention of the Head, nor any unfolding of the divine thought in the body. The object is to set the saints in their right bearing both in the assembly and in their individual path. 

    But when we come to the Colossians we learn another truth of the greatest moment, namely, first that Christ is the Head of the body, the assembly, and consequent on this that the assembly is the vessel in which He is to be displayed among the Gentiles, the hope of glory. This is the mystery of the gospel. Evidently this display was to be moral in the saints, and thus the body was necessarily co-extensive with the work of the Spirit in them. But nothing could be more wonderful than that Christ, who had been rejected by the Jew, should be seen in the Gentiles in moral suitability to the scene in which the body is. Hence the anxiety of the apostle in his preaching of Christ that he might present every man full grown in Christ. It is in this epistle especially that the truth of the Head and the body are prominent, and the divine idea in the body is reached. In Ephesians we have the thought of the bride predominant, and in connection with this the truth of union, that is, the setting of the saints in Christ where He is in the heavenlies. But we have the additional truth as to the body that it is the fulness of him that filleth all in all. Christ is set personally at Gods right hand far above all principality and power and might and dominion and every name that is named not only in this age but in that to come. All things are put under His feet (Psalm 8), and He is given as Head over all things to the assembly which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. In the divine counsel the body is sufficient for Christ even as filling all in all, and being His fulness not a trait of Christ is deficient. May God give us some estimation of the greatness of His thought, and use the above, though it be but a bare outline, to this end. 

  
    GOD AND CHRIST  THE FATHER AND THE SON (FER 9)

    Colossians 1: 12 - 23; Ephesians 1: 3 - 6

    It appears to me that nothing is really effective in our souls except the knowledge of God. The divine purpose in the gospel was to bring the knowledge of God home to the heart of man; and it is the knowledge of God as He has been pleased to reveal Himself that is effective in mans soul. If doctrine fails of increasing our knowledge of God, doctrine is of little value to us. 

    It is hardly profitable to study Scripture for any other purpose than to learn God and His ways. It is the pleasure of God to enlighten man here with regard to Himself. He presents to us the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

    I see in the writings of the New Testament as regards Christians two distinct lines of truth: the one connected with the titles of God and Christ, and the other with the names of the Father and the Son. It is in connection with the latter  the Father and the Son  and our place in relation to it, that you get the greatest insight into the grace and love of God. You come to a point where the love of God can rest without let or hindrance, and with supreme satisfaction. At the beginning of the Christian career (Romans 5) the love of God is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit; but when you come to the close of chapter 8, you find the persuasion that neither depth nor height nor life nor death nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. The one appears to be in advance of the other. The Christian begins with the knowledge of the love of God, as He has been pleased to prove it in the death of Christ; but in the close of chapter 8 we find that nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. That is the circle into which you are brought. You get something of the same thought in John 17 that the love wherewith thou has loved me may be in them, and I in them. The Lord does not refer here to a love that has passed. It is the love that rested upon Christ when He was down here but it does not cease. It rests on us as it rested on Him. We are loved as Christ is loved. As he is, so are we in this world. 

    I will just draw attention to the two lines of truth to which I have referred, the one, as I said, in connection with God and Christ; the other, in connection with the Father and the Son. I own that they are very intimately allied; but I think that it is important for us to distinguish them. 

    If you want to learn what the saints are to God, you learn this in connection with the Father and the Son. This thought led me to refer to Colossians 1. It is a remarkable passage, as bringing out the truth of the Father and the Son. 

    With regard to God and Christ certain other thoughts come to light. In the place which Christ has taken as man He has become the vessel of Gods pleasure. All was purposed in Christ  the promise of life was in Christ Jesus. Every purpose or promise of God is to have its accomplishment in Christ. He is the Vessel in whom all these purposes are to be established. I think the truth of the body and of the bride both come out in this connection. The body is a vessel adequate for the setting forth of Christ  his fulness; and the bride has the glory of God. Ephesians 2 brings before us That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. That is a clear proof that the church is the vessel in which the glory of Gods grace will be set forth, as in the body the character of Christ will be seen. The body is taken from Him in order to be His bride, as the rib was taken from Adam and built up into his bride. It is adequate being taken from Him, in order to be united to Him for the satisfaction of His love, and that in it God might show forth His glory. Thus the point is of what God is going to show forth in the church, rather than of what we are going to enjoy. In the Revelation the bride is seen coming down from God out of heaven, not going up to heaven  the blessed vessel in which the glory of God resides, and in which it is displayed. It comes from God, partakes of the divine nature, and therefore Gods glory is set forth there. There is no temple there, but the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. The same will hold good in regard to other things, for Christ is the vessel in which all the purposes of God will have their accomplishment. On that line, I think, as I have pointed out, you get the truth of the body and the bride. 

    But there is also the line of the Father and the Son; and there we have a still more blessed idea, for it is in that connection that we learn what the church is to God. It is not here a question of what comes from God, like the heavenly city, which is what God displays. Everyone can, I think, distinguish between the thought of display and of what God secures for Himself, for the satisfaction of His love  what God rests in for His own satisfaction. The more blessed line for our contemplation is of what the church is for God, for His satisfaction. Nothing can be more wonderful than this, and it is where the thought of the Father and the Son comes in, and where the truth of sonship is also found. 

    If you look at Colossians 1 you will read (verse 12) Giving thanks to the Father, and then verse 13 brings in the name of the Son who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love  the Father and the Son. The whole passage speaks of what God has secured for His own satisfaction. He is the image of the invisible God (verse 15). Verse 18, He is the Head of the body. Who is the Head of the body? It does not here say Christ, because it is not in that connection. Of course it is Christ, and the church is the fulness of Christ; but that is not the thought here. The Son of his love is the Head of the body, and I will tell you why, because the point is of what God is securing for Himself. It is all for God. And in all this the Son of His love is to have the pre-eminence. When it is a question of sonship the point is not of display, but of what we are for God, and sonship must bring in of necessity the thought of the Father. When we stand with Christ in the presence of God, it must be of the Father. The passage continues, In him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell (verses 19 - 22). And it is in the presence of that you are to be presented. Again I say it is not a question of what God is going to display, but of what He is securing for Himself, of what is to be presented before Him. The Son of His love is the antecedent of the whole passage; the One by whom all is to be reconciled, the Head of the body, etc.; and the end of reconciliation is to present Christians holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight. Where? Before Him. It is a question of what the saints are to be in the presence of the fulness of God according to His own nature and attributes  holy and unblameable. The fulness of the Godhead has been set forth in the Person of the Son of the Fathers love. All the truth hangs upon these titles. All has its source in the Father, and all is accomplished in the Son, and we are presented in Him in the Fathers presence. 

    If you turn to Ephesians 1 you get substantially the same thought (verses 3 and 4). It is not the question of display, but of what we are to be before the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It very much accords with Colossians. We are to be holy and blameless before Him in love. That is according to His own nature. He has chosen us for that. Having predestinated us to sonship (I use the word sonship instead of the adoption of children) unto himself. It is to Him, all on that line. Sonship is always for the Father that He may have His part, His satisfaction. Sonship is that you are in the full light of His love; you enjoy it and respond to it; you cry, Abba, Father. That is what we are called to, and the place which Christ, the Son of His love, has taken is that of the First-born among many brethren. The church is seen in that light, for the thought is not merely of individuals, it would be a great mistake to make it that. Everyone who has part in the assembly has received sonship, and by the Spirit of sonship is formed in love, and it is that we may be in the Fathers presence, companions of the Son of His love  accepted in the Beloved. 

    Now that is the other line, and it is an eternal line. It is what we are called to in the Fathers presence, to be companions of Christ, to enjoy what He enjoys, to be loved, as He is loved. It is a most wonderful conception, an amazing thought, that we should be called to share His portion! He truly has His place, He is pre-eminent, but we are with Him, and loved as He is loved. There is also, as we have seen, what God will display, namely, the body and the bride. The bride must be suitable for Christ, for it is taken from Christ. God surveyed all the creation and could find nothing suited to be a helpmeet for Adam, nothing in which he could be adequately represented, and hence the woman was taken from the man. The idea of fulness is that which is adequate for presentation. The body is the bride, the holy city in Revelation which has the glory of God. 

    It will open up Scripture to you to follow out these two lines of truth  the one, our wonderful place in the Fathers presence, Christ the First-born among many brethren, and we with Him, loved as He is loved. And the other, that which God is pleased to set forth in Christ. That is display, and the vessel, the church is adequate for it. But the more blessed part is to ponder on what is presented in the Father and the Son, for it brings in the whole system of divine affections. The Head of the body is the Son of His love. He  the First-born, we  His companions! What can equal that for blessedness? 

  
    READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (FER 11)

    Colossians 1: 24 to Colossians 2: 23

    FERI think from verse 24 of chapter 1 down to verse 5 of chapter 2 is a parenthetical passage. It introduces the sufferings and conflict of the apostle, but the general run of the truth is before and after. This is important because it shows that ministry is not a light thing. Two things are sure to accompany ministry, i.e., suffering and conflict. 

    HCAWhen you say suffering and conflict, do you mean what is internal and external? 

    FERYes, the conflict is internal and the suffering is external. 

    JSOPaul had conflict in his soul as to the saints he ministered to. 

    FERApparently it is striving, really. 

    JMcKWould there be power with the ministry if there was not conflict? 

    FERThe danger in connection with the ministry is the minister getting disheartened sometimes, that is not conflict, conflict gives the impression that he must be in conflict with something, it is that there is opposition. 

    QuesIs it always outward opposition? 

    FERNo. 

    JSODo you refer to the sufferings in verse 24 of chapter 1? 

    FERYes, and the conflict we have in the end of chapter 1 and the beginning of chapter 2. 

    EDDoes the conflict include exercise before God? 

    FERI think so; conflict supposes that there are elements of opposition, it indicates the thought of that. 

    DLHWould it bring in the idea of Satans opposition to the truth? 

    FERI think so; conflict is more in regard to influences, the consciousness of influences at work, 

    spiritual opposition to prevent the light of God taking its full effect. The light and revelation of God is there and it is to have its full application and effect; that is where influences come in and hinder. It is rather striking that the conflict carries you right down to Laodicea and to ourselves, because it is to as many as have not seen the apostles face in the flesh. The apostles exercise embraces a good bit. 

    DLHIs there any reference to Laodicea as subsequently developed in the Revelation? 

    FERThere is something striking in the end of the epistle, it was to be read to the church of the Laodiceans. 

    HCAIn what way were you speaking of this chapter as parenthetical? 

    FERI was speaking of this passage which alludes to the apostles ministry, the first five verses; he takes up the saints again in verse 6, As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. It would have a very great effect on saints to understand what the apostle went through on their behalf; the interest of the apostle. 

    JSOPaul seems to have had a sense that they did not enter into their proper portion. 

    FERYes, he desired their hearts to be encouraged being knit together in love and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding to the knowledge of the mystery of God. 

    QuesWas his exercise on account of the difficulty to find their exercise, or on account of their receiving the truth? 

    FERThere was exercise on both sides. The apostle could say, Who is sufficient for these things? He had the consciousness of adverse influences at work, and I fancy his exercise had a great deal to do with that. There were certain spiritual influences at work in the world whose object was to frustrate the revelation of God. The revelation is there but there are certain satanic influences at work to neutralise it. I strongly believe that the real seat of spiritual wickedness is not earth but heaven; their source is not earth but heaven. 

    EDIn 2 Corinthians 4, verse 4, it says, In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not. 

    FERYes, and so, too, Ephesians: We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, etc. 

    DLHWhen you speak of the source of these influences being heaven and not earth the actual things that are used to counteract the truth may be earthly may they not? 

    FERI think they are spiritual, not material. 

    DLHCould you illustrate what you mean? 

    FERI think infidelity is spiritual not material; it acts on the spiritual part of mans being; the part in which the question of God is raised. 

    QuesHow would you understand it coming from heaven? 

    FERSatan is the source of everything evil, and he seeks to counteract the revelation of God because the revelation of God in this world undoes the work of the devil. 

    QuesDoes that come out in Matthew 13? 

    FERThat is only the foreshadowing of the kingdom. 

    JSOIt would include the ritualistic idea? 

    FERYes, it would include superstition and infidelity. 

    QuesWhat you say as to Satan being a heavenly power corresponds with his being cast out in the Revelation? 

    FERYes, when he is cast out his tactics are totally different. The great point now is, that he seeks to frustrate the revelation of God. 

    QuesWhen the Lord says in Luke: I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven is it future? 

    FERIt is, but then he gives satanic power today. 

    HCAAnd the truth we have here is calculated to meet that? 

    FERI think so; the agony of the apostle had reference to that kind of thing. The point now is, the full assurance of understanding, that they might be divinely intelligent. 

    JSOThe knowledge of the mystery would be a security against these evil powers. 

    FERYes, it is the only way you can meet these things in the world. 

    QuesWhat is The riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles? 

    FERThe mystery is a wonderful thing. I think the mystery now is the vessel in which every testimony of God is; that is its resting place, the Church, the body. Nothing comes out in display until it has been given in testimony; that is part of Gods ways. 

    JSOHere it is especially among the Gentiles. 

    DLHDo you refer to the three points you alluded to on a previous occasion  blessing, dwelling and reigning, when you speak of the church being the vessel of testimony? 

    FERYes, because the church is to come out as the Lambs wife, the bride; everything is to come out in the church. The kingdom comes out in the church; the dwelling place is Gods dwelling place; there is no temple, the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it, and it is the source of living waters. All that comes out in the church. Gods three great testimonies were blessing, dwelling and ruling, and these are bound to come out in the heavenly city. The real vessel of them is Christ  His body. Christ is set forth in His body. 

    DLHAnd that is what the Church is set to be here on earth, before the public display comes and it is set up in power; it is to be morally all this? 

    FERYes, it is not a testimony coming out in detail, but it is all centred, that is the fulness of Him who is the Head of all principality and power, He is Head over all things to the church. It is what is adequate for the complete setting forth of Christ. 

    DLHThis would have a wonderful effect if only we entered into it. 

    FERIt is marvellous to see that God has allowed nothing to slip out of His hand. Nothing would give me more gratification than to see people waking up to this because it would entirely absorb them  the completeness of Gods triumph in the church. 

    HCAIt would be a continuance of what was displayed in Christ. 

    FERYes, Christ sets forth in the church everything which belongs to Himself. The church has that place in regard to Christ. 

    DLHWith regard to ruling, would you say a word? 

    FERThe saints in the kingdom are not simply subject to Christ, they have part by the Holy Spirit in the joy of the kingdom; we are to rejoice in the Lord. 

    JSOThe translation into the kingdom of the Son of His love would be that. 

    FERYou are suffering for the kingdom and if you are suffering for it you are worthy of it. The kingdom means suffering with Christ; it means we have joy. To me it is the celebration of what was effected at the cross. 

    DLHWould you say the counterpart? 

    FERIt is the counterpart. 

    DLHThe cross being the suffering side? 

    FERExactly; the kingdom the glory side. The cross was the declaration of righteousness, the kingdom is the celebration of righteousness. The Holy Spirit has come down to bring us into all the joy of the kingdom. 

    ERReceiving Christ Jesus as Lord would bring you to the kingdom? 

    FERIt goes further; that was the effect of reconciliation. He refers there to the first chapter; that meant that they were really in the value of reconciliation and he goes on to say, Walk ye in him rooted and built up in him, that means that you have nothing but Christ. You are rooted and built up in Christ, and there is nothing but Him. It is not building up the old man in Christ, it is that you are rooted, and not only rooted but built up in Christ. 

    DLHSo that one man has gone and another remains? 

    FERIf you are rooted in Him; He is the start. 

    QuesHow is Christ among you the hope of glory? 

    FERI think Christ is in the Gentiles the hope of glory; it is the mystery; it is the way of life. 

    QuesIs it by the Spirits power? 

    FERIt is by life. He is the life of the Gentiles. Christ is our life. 

    DLHThis is what we were on a few minutes ago, the vessel? 

    FERYes, the heavenly city is among the Gentiles. It is now set forth in the way of testimony. 

    DLHThe nations that are saved shall walk in the light of it. 

    FERYes, you get nothing Jewish there except the names of the apostles of the Lamb. The point is that the heavenly city is among the nations. Christ in you is a moral thought; it is what the apostle was labouring for in regard of the Galatians, until Christ was formed in them. The church was a transcript of Christ. The Gentiles were in the life of Christ. 

    DLHDo not the moral features come out in chapter 3, Bowels of mercies? 

    FERYes, they put on the new man. The idea was that there was the reflection of God among the Gentiles. All the moral perfection of Christ was set forth in the Gentiles. 

    JJThe proper place for this Man is glory, is it not? 

    FERChrist being in them was the pledge of glory. 

    Ques. The pledge to us? 

    FERI suppose so; it may go further. The great difficulty is to understand that the church is Christ. If the church is not Christ it is nothing at all, but it is Christ as we see in, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 

    DLHIt was not an ecclesiastical idea. 

    FERYou cannot separate between a mans body and himself. Man is expressed in his body. You cannot separate Christ from the Church. The Church is Christ morally. It would be exceedingly difficult to separate from Christ what is rooted and built up in Him. 

    DLHIt is really that against which the gates of hades shall not prevail. 

    FERYes, our difficulty to understand it arises from the present state of the Church  it is difficult to enter into divine thoughts in the existing state of the church because the church has dropped down to a kind of Judaism and they have not got what a Jew will have in the millennium. He will have the sense of forgiveness in that day, and the bulk of Christians today have not got even that. 

    DLHThe priests occupation would be gone if they had. 

    FERYou only get the consciousness of it as you enter into the divine thoughts about you. You must enter into the divine side to get the consciousness of our side. In Ephesians and Colossians, too, we get the divine thought about the saints place: spiritual blessings, predestination, accepted in the Beloved; and then he says, In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. You have the consciousness of it because you have entered into the divine thought, and that is sonship. You have come to Gods side and then you have the consciousness of all that is for you. The same principle comes out in Hebrews, By the which will we are sanctified. That is brought to sonship; and then you get further on, He hath perfected for ever, etc. Many have the faith of forgiveness who have not the consciousness of it. To get the consciousness of it you must enter into Gods side. 

    DLHI remember some weeks ago that there was some question as to the gospel; that forgiveness was the first thing that a soul received by faith, and I remember a distinction between what was received by faith and the consciousness of it. 

    FERNo more conscience of sins is not faith. It is consciousness, not faith; it is more than that. 

    WJIt brings in the Spirit. 

    FERIt brings in the divine nature, you have justification of life. There is the justification of faith, but the justification of life is beyond that; it is more apprehension. The great point in Christianity is the consciousness of it  you have all that a Jew will have in the millennium but a great deal more besides. 

    DLHThe prodigal in the Fathers house was in the consciousness of it all. 

    FERQuite so. 

    JHMight we not have a great deal more than we have the consciousness of? 

    FERYou apprehend a great deal more than you are conscious of, even in human things. I have not a doubt that there is such a place as Paris and if I were to see a map of Paris I might understand it perfectly and not have the consciousness of it, simply because I have never been there. 

    HCABelieving that there is such a place is believing by faith. 

    FERIf you want to get the consciousness of what you believe, the point is to enter through grace into Gods thoughts about you and if you do so you will have the consciousness of forgiveness. 

    EDThere must be the Spirit of God for that? 

    FERYes, you could not touch it unless. You do not reach enjoyment until you reach Gods side. You get the consciousness really in knowing the divine thought. 

    RemIt is the difference between the witness to us and the witness in us. 

    FERThe witness does not give exactly consciousness because that lies in the man, in the new man, not simply in the Holy Spirit. 

    HGAIs it not rather in what the Holy Spirit forms? 

    FERThat is it, we should be holy and without blame before him in love, is what you are formed into; it is not simply having the Holy Spirit that does that. 

    JMcKBut the first thing is faith in the testimony? 

    FERQuite so, testimony is your title to it. 

    DLHThus one sees the immense importance of souls being led on from the point of testimony to apprehend what we are now talking about. 

    FERI think so. 

    JSOThat is what the apostles agony was about here? 

    FERYes. 

    JMcKWhat is the difference between the prodigal being welcomed and his being in the house? 

    FERWhen the testimony of grace is accepted by a man he gets the sense of welcome, but when he enters into the Fathers thought, the house, the best robe and eating the fatted calf, he gets the consciousness. 

    WBAt what point in a souls history is it sealed? 

    FERWhen he believes the testimony. 

    WBMay a man receive the Holy Spirit without the consciousness of forgiveness? 

    FERYes, if a man had only the witness of it be would sing, We bless our Saviours name, our sins are all forgiven, and if he had the consciousness of it he would not sing it at all. 

    WBIt is often sung. 

    FERAll right. 

    JMcKWhy would you not sing it at all? 

    FERSupposing I had been in your debt and you had freely forgiven it, you would not like me to tell you much about it afterwards. I would not like to forget it, but I would not like to say much to you about it. I have the sense of His grace but I would not like to talk much to Him about it. 

    JSOThe same thing comes in in restoration; if the sin is gone it is gone. 

    FERQuite so. 

    DLHYou never lose the sense of His grace but you are in the consciousness of all the favour and love. 

    FERIn the sight of God all that is immensely small; His great thought is the accomplishment of His purpose in us; that is what He would bring us to. 

    WJIn Ephesians forgiveness is incidental. 

    FERYou have it in having entered into the divine thought about you. 

    JSOThe greatness of it comes out in its being the delight of His heart to do it. 

    FERYes, you are accepted in the Beloved and if so you are very conscious of the forgiveness of sins. Blotting out the handwriting, etc., brings out another point, that deliverance is in the divine nature. My impression is that there is no deliverance in Romans. 

    WJIs it in Philippians 2, worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure? 

    FERWhere you get deliverance is in Colossians, being quickened together with Christ. I think that Romans opens out the divine way to it, and you have to take that way, but you cannot take that way as a question of intelligence and faith, it is only in proportion as God works in you. There is the way of deliverance marked out and you have to take that way, but your taking that way is another matter. 

    WBI had thought that if a man was in the 8th of Romans he was a delivered man? 

    FERIf he is, but if you read Romans 8 you must see that it is all in the Spirit. 

    WBA man may be delivered today and not tomorrow. 

    FERI think not according to the divine thought. 

    WBIf you speak of deliverance from the world a man may be free today but that is no guarantee that he would be free in twelve months time. 

    FERThat is not the divine thought, If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. There is a moment when you stand fast. 

    JSOThere is a difference between being made free from sin and death and being in a new sphere of life. 

    FERQuite so, that is it. 

    DLHAccording to the divine way a person made free by the Son is truly free. 

    FERI think so. 

    QuesDoes that go beyond actual deliverance, whom the Son has made free? 

    FERThere are two thoughts, (1) the freedom of the house, that is privilege, like a man having the freedom of a city, (2) the truth shall make you free. I think that is deliverance, Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

    EDDoes risen with Christ cover everything? 

    FERI think so. 

    JSOYou are brought to a new sphere altogether. 

    FERPrecisely. 

    JMcKI should like to be clear about this; I have always gone to Romans for deliverance. Do you learn Gods thoughts in Romans? 

    FERYes, baptism has marked out the way in chapter 6, but you have to come to the truth morally. In chapter 7 you are free from the law; law is gone, but then you come to a serious part in the end of chapter 7 and chapter 8  the question of flesh. What the Spirit of God opens out in chapter 8 is you have everything in the Spirit and you have to get into it. It is all the difference between having the Holy Spirit and being quickened with Christ. No man can separate between himself and his life. 

    Colossians 2: 6 - 23 I think last time you said there was a parenthesis from chapter 1: 24, down to verse 5 of chapter 2? 

    FERThe apostle introduces parenthetically the subject of his ministry, and then he speaks of himself, his service and his conflict, and then he takes up the thread again in verse 6 of our chapter. He takes them up on the ground of what he had unfolded to them in chapter 1, as therefore ye have received the Christ, etc. 

    EDDo you connect Christ Jesus the Lord with the subject of the gospel? 

    FERIt covers the entire unfolding of chapter 1. In chapter 1 there is the simple unfolding of Christ, but a very full unfolding. It is of all-importance to apprehend Christ as the One in whom God has acted entirely independent of human intelligence. God has not availed Himself of human intelligence but has acted entirely from Himself and for Himself by Christ and what comes out in chapter 1 is the great truth that Christ is everything on the divine side and also on the human side. Reconciliation is brought in to show the place that Christ has on mans side. 

    DLHAnd has every man to be brought to God according to Gods thoughts? 

    FERYes, it has all been brought to pass in Christ; God is wholly independent of man and human intelligence; human intelligence is nowhere; He has effected everything for Himself outside of man and human intelligence, whatever it may be. 

    JHWhat is the force of so walk ye in him? 

    FERWalk in the truth of Him, you are not diverted in the world though there is a sort of systematic effort to turn you aside. 

    DLHIn the world there is no other man than the first. 

    FERNo, and therefore the effort is to turn you aside from Christ. 

    DLHIt cannot be otherwise. 

    FERThere is an effort abroad to beguile people. There are more voices in the world than the voice of the Son of God and they are seeking to attract people who are right on their ways. I think the spirit and principle of Colossians is that it is intensely exclusive of man. 

    EDThat is by reconciliation. 

    FERI think so, reconciliation has been brought about by the exclusion of men and that is the real foundation of it. 

    RemA man with the forgiveness of sins only could not be said to be brought to God. 

    FERNo, if the grace of God touches a man it does not touch him to leave him where he is, it touches a man but never to leave him in the dispensation in which he is. What I say in regard to Christians is that the grace of God in Romans is to bring you into another scene. In Romans you are justified and come into the scene of Gods ways  the wilderness. In Colossians the grace of God touches you there to bring you into the land of His purpose. 

    EDAnd therefore to Himself. 

    FERYes. 

    WBWhen did the prodigal receive the forgiveness of sins? 

    EDI do not know. 

    FERI think he got the assurance of it when the Father met him, he got the sense of the grace from the Father. 

    WBThe individual has learned much when he is brought to the Father. 

    FERBut the Father was brought to him. When the prodigal was brought into the house he was brought to the Father. 

    JMcKIs forgiveness of sins brought in in Luke 15? 

    FERIt is not the point, but if you speak of the point of forgiveness it must have been when the Father kissed him. 

    QuesIs not one brought to God in the wilderness? 

    FERNo. 

    QuesThen what about Exodus 19? 

    FERThat was because God came down to them. If you take the song in Exodus it is Thou shalt bring them in, etc. 

    RemSurely morally we are brought to God in the wilderness? 

    FERI admit it but if you look at things right He is brought to us and then saints are the habitation of God by the Spirit. The divine thought is to bring you to Himself in His own habitation. 

    DLHWe have there the old saying that the Red Sea and Jordan coalesce a good bit. 

    FERThey do, here you have got no wilderness. 

    WBDo you mean in the experience of souls Mr. H.? 

    DLHNot exactly, but you could not understand the song in Exodus without seeing that the Red Sea and Jordan coalesce. 

    FERIf you look at things in the light of purpose they do coalesce; the statement of purpose was to bring them in there was no word about the wilderness. 

    QuesWould you not call the Jordan experimental? 

    FERBut the Red Sea was experimental, they had to go through it on foot; the dividing of the sea was the power of God, but they had to go through experimentally. 

    DLHWe used to be told that the Red Sea was Christs death and resurrection for us and the Jordan was our death with Him. 

    FERYes. 

    QuesIs that ancient history? 

    DLHI thought that was good truth which you could not very well improve upon. 

    HCAThere is forty years between the two. 

    FERYes, the perfect period of testing, it has to do with experience. 

    RemAs a matter of fact there was no Jordan between Israel and the land until the incident of the spies. If they had not turned back in heart there was no Jordan for them. 

    FERAnd what do you deduce from that in its application to us? 

    RemThey returned to the wilderness and their subsequent journeys were the result of their having failed to enter into Gods thought. 

    FERThey could not enter into Gods thoughts except through death; the wilderness came in and the brazen serpent came in. Certain things had to come out before the serpent came in, undoubtedly it was part of the divine purpose from the very outset and it comes in in connection with the perverseness of the flesh when the perverseness of the flesh comes to light. It was no afterthought with God. 

    RemYou could not speak of anything being an afterthought with God. 

    FERNo, and thus you cannot bring any hypothesis in on the part of the people. What comes out in the ways of God is that the man who comes out in the wilderness does not go into the land and that has to be worked out in the wilderness. Caleb and Joshua are only brought in to maintain the link. 

    QuesWhat is the thought as regards life in the brazen serpent? 

    FERLife is objective, it is in another Man. You partake of the spirit of another Man. The Jordan is the complement of the brazen serpent  the brazen serpent was simply for faith; the experimental side has to come out in Jordan. Self has to be got rid of in Jordan because God has got rid of it in the brazen serpent. It is very interesting to look at the two epistles Romans and Colossians in contrast. The grace of God in Romans is to bring you into the scene of His ways and therefore you are justified. A man is justified and comes into the scene of His ways. In Colossians it goes further, you are risen together with Christ to be brought into the land of His purpose. It is just the difference in the individual between the ways of God and the saints in the assembly. 

    DLHSo we get in Colossians risen with Christ but not so in Romans. 

    FERYes and you are quickened with Him. 

    EDIt must be individual in Romans. 

    FERIt is always individual. The grace of God teaches us and disciplines us in the ways of God. God has brought to light His own purpose and brought us into it in the assembly. The line of Gods purpose is not individual. He has called us to unity. The brazen serpent and the Jordan were necessary because of what the people were. 

    WBDo I understand you to say that the brazen serpent was not experimental? 

    FERNo it is not experimental, it was an object for faith, whosoever looked lived, it was that principle. In a sense we begin with the faith of Christ crucified. 

    EBWhile it is not experimental yet there must be experience to enter into it. 

    FERYes you begin with faith and the next step is, I am crucified with Christ. Many a person has faith in Christ crucified who would not say I am crucified with Christ. 

    DLHThe brazen serpent meets the state. 

    FERIt has met it for God so that God can impart the Holy Spirit and the believer receives the gift of the Holy Spirit a long time before he can say he is crucified  you can only say so by the Holy Spirit, God has not waited for us arriving at that point; He arrived at it in Christ, we arrive at it by the teaching of the Spirit. 

    DLHNo person could say I am crucified with Christ apart from the Holy Spirit. 

    FERYou never arrive at the mind of God except by the Holy Spirit. 

    WBDo you mean by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, Mr. H? 

    DLHI should say so: that you could not say so except from His indwelling. 

    FERAnd apart from His teaching I should say; you have no spiritual mind, except by the Spirit it is impossible. 

    DLHIf it were a question of the forgiveness of sins undoubtedly we must have the instruction of the Holy Spirit for that. 

    FERI think this, that you can accept what is of God, what He has effected for man that there is forgiveness of sins, that that is Gods mind for man but that is no mind about Himself. It is the gospel really, the light in which God presents Himself. 

    DLHWould you connect that exclusively with faith? 

    FERYes, faith is connected with divine testimony: you must begin with accepting the testimony and the work of God is to lead you into Gods mind about yourself. 

    EDAs to the teaching of the Spirit it is what you enter into. 

    FERYes, that is divine teaching so that I am really in accord with Gods mind by the Holy Spirit: there is the setting forth of Gods mind in regard of man in the resurrection of Christ and faith accepts that you are risen with him  that is not experimental: it is the acceptance of Gods mind as set forth in Christ as regards man. You are risen with Him by faith of the operation of God: who raised Him from the dead. It is faith accepting Gods mind; but when you come to be dead with Christ that is not faith, it is the teaching of the Holy Spirit which has brought my mind into accord with Gods mind. 

    DLHIs there a point where risen with Christ becomes experimental? 

    FERIt is not stated in that way, but what goes with it is being quickened with him it is not faith, you are quickened with Him. 

    EDThe evidence of it is seeking things above. 

    FERIt comes out in that way. It is the beginning of the realisation of the assembly, the consciousness of being identified with Christ. 

    DLHIs risen with Christ the recognition of Gods purpose? 

    FERIt is what you are as affected in love towards God and towards Christ; that is what I think. 

    EDThen you would expect the soul to reach the platform of resurrection? 

    FERYes, but the two things are together; the heart is moved in divine affection towards God and towards Christ. 

    QuesAre some truths only objectively spoken of with the subjective side to them? You sometimes speak of Gods side and ours. 

    FERThere are certain truths which are objective and things which are true in Christ; and there are things which are spoken of in Scripture which refer to us as part of Gods work in us  evidently that is subjective. If I were to speak of being born again, that is evidently subjective, but eternal life is in Gods Son, that is objective. When God speaks of His work in us that is subjective. 

    DLHBut eternal life is a matter of faith? 

    FERQuite so. Quickened with Christ can only be known by the effects it has. That you may live before God with Christ; the great point is to see the idea of it. We have to take into account that the divine thought is to bring us into association with Christ. We are predestinated, etc. It is the association of affection. Whatever could it be if there were no affections in it  it would not be much. 

    WBThat certainly is very simple. 

    QuesWhy is circumcision before baptism? 

    FERIt is identified with baptism. The flesh will not do for God: you have to put off the body of the flesh. You come to Jordan in that way. As being a man in the world I have to do with the things of the world. As quickened with Christ I have to do with the things of Christ: the apostle says: In that I live I live by faith, etc. We have to go through the world in faith. In the assembly you are there as being quickened together with Christ: it is connected with our association with Christ. It is only realised in the assembly though we may accept in a way apart from it. I do not say that it is collectively that we have association, but it is collectively that association is realised. It is the portion of every saint, but at the same time there is the realisation of it and I see that the realisation is in the assembly. 

    DLHThe fact is that individually we are not adequate for it, you must take in the company to have the right sense of association with Christ. 

    FERWhat you get in connection with the individual is the grace and sympathy of Christ, so the Lord says: If any man hear my voice and open the door I will come in to him, and will sup with him, etc., that is individual; that is a different thing to being quickened with Christ. 

    WBWhen you speak of the company do you mean the Church? 

    FERYes, the assembly proper. 

    WBIt is in a very broken condition. 

    FERAnd we suffer; you cannot help suffering on account of the condition. It is really a very little taste we get of the divine purpose on account of the condition of the Church. 

    QuesLo, I am with you alway  Is that individual? 

    FERYes, the Lord could be with His servants in testimony. 

    DLHAs to association a good deal hangs on it. 

    I do not know that Scripture speaks of a child of God? 

    FERIt is not the idea of it: Ye are children it is a collective idea. 

    EDThat follows from Hebrews 2. 

    FERQuite so. And God is bringing many sons to glory, that is the idea. 

    WBIf we are children you may be a child. 

    DLHBut you will lose the thought if you do not see how Scripture puts things. Take another point. If one addresses God as my Father I think one would be going upon ground that hardly belongs to him as an individual. 

    WBI expect that you in your private prayer may speak to God as your Father. 

    DLHThat is quite right but if I individualise myself and say my Father that is not my ground only  there are other children. I have done it often but I only know of One Person who was in a position to say My Father, that was Christ. The Lord Jesus could say My Father and we can say our Father because of our association with Christ and in the privilege into which we are brought with Christ. 

    WBWhen you come to the practical working out of things I expect you call God your Father. 

    FERIf I say Father I do say Father and challenge myself how often I do say Father, but I say it with a consciousness that there are more children than myself. We have thought of John 20 My Father, Your Father, etc. 

    DLHDo you go with what I said about individualising? 

    FERI think so. The Lord distinguishes Himself; He does not say I ascend to our Father but to my Father; you have to regard that He was Father to Christ in a different way to what He is to us. 

    EDI do not see that in a family the children would hinder a child from saying father. 

    FERBut I think he would address him as father of the family. In connection with God I am a man and responsibility comes in, but I do not think it is the same thing with Father. 

    DLHYou cannot work on the lines of human relationship, I should be afraid of it. 

    ECI see what you say as to the collective position of the family, yet if you go before God you say Father. 

    DLHThat is true, I went with Mr. Barker on that. 

    QuesWhat is the meaning of chapter 3, verses 14, 15? 

    FERI think it is in connection with being quickened with Christ, the effect of it is that we all become partakers of the divine nature, we have conscious association and there is the consciousness of deliverance. In coming to association with Christ you are delivered from everything that was against you, trespasses, handwriting of ordinances, principalities and powers. 

    QuesWhat is the force of In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily? 

    FERThe Godhead is set forth in Him completely revealed. There is in Him what is adequate for it, and then we are complete in Him; you want nothing outside of Christ. 

    RemThe completeness being in Him, you are above all that is in the world. 

    FERIf there is an order of things in which Christ is everything, anything of man can be no good to you  it would be of no use to you. I would not care to read twenty volumes of philosophy, because the whole thing is entirely outside of Christ  it is of men. 

    JMcKIt would not help you a bit. 

    HCAWould it not spoil you? 

    FERVery likely. 

    JMcKI suppose the Prayer Book has spoiled many Christians? 

    FERIt has given them very low thoughts of God. It gives a general idea that God is unfavourable. 

    WBDo you limit that complete in him to intelligence? 

    FERThat is the idea of it. You have everything in Him. The object of the apostle was to prevent their being diverted by what he speaks of as philosophy and vain deceit  nothing outside of Christ would be any gain to them. I see that God has acted for Himself in Christ apart from all human intelligence and therefore human intelligence can have no place in the things of God. You have to get at the clear knowledge of the mystery of God. What does a philosopher know about it?  or the Greek or the Jew? Man knows nothing about it and we have come to the clear knowledge of the mystery of God in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. That is only in Christ; it is not made public or manifest. It is only known to the initiated. Complete in him has reference to that, you are entirely independent of man. 

    DLHThat is very important for our souls. 

    FERI remember a remark of Mr. Darby once that if you want the evidence of Scripture go to Scripture, any other evidence may be invalidated but you cannot invalidate Scripture. Scripture is its own evidence. 

    DLHScripture carries its own evidence. 

    FERThere is a power of moral force about Scripture which is incontestable. If I read Scripture it brings me to know that I have to do with a moral Being. It has the strongest possible force and brings me to a living God. 

    Colossians 2: 20 to 3: 17 With regard to a remark last time, that if God touches a man it is not to leave him in the dispensation in which he was, what had you in your mind? 

    FERA man is justified, but he is not justified in the order of things in which he offended. God justifies a man in respect of the things in which he offended, but He also justifies him for something else. For instance, a Jew was not justified to remain in Judaism. 

    DLHWhat would be the present application in regard to a person believing in Christendom? 

    FERIf a man is justified in the present time, it is that he may come into the Church. A man is justified by faith in Christ in order that he may come into the Church. I spoke of it before in connection with being risen with Christ. It is by faith of the operation of God that you are risen; that puts you on another platform; dead from the elements of the world. 

    HCAWould you say you are justified for the world to come? 

    FERExactly. 

    QuesIs that justification of life? 

    FERJustification of life is that you put it the other way about. A Jew, in the future, will not be justified for the dispensation in which he is, but in view of the kingdom. The dispensation in which he is, is to pass away and give place to what he is justified for. 

    DLHWith regard to the kingdom and the Jew, would the writing of the law on the fleshy tables of the heart be to fit him for the kingdom? 

    FERThat describes the terms on which God is with him when the kingdom is established. The kingdom is what is now  the present time as to what is outward is still the dispensation of law; we are still in the dispensation of law; the public dispensation has not been set aside, we have not yet come to the kingdom, faith has to receive it now, not in the public ways of God, but the kingdom is in mystery. 

    QuesHow is it the public dispensation of law? 

    FERYou get it in Matthew; the scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses seat, and the Lord did not touch the public outward thing; He left them in Moses seat. Christendom has gone back to the law. The gospel came in but it was carried out in spiritual power by the Holy Spirit. I do not think that the apostle had anything but in the power of the Holy Spirit. Evidently the Spirit of God was outside the course of things here; because the world would not receive Christ, therefore, everything was carried out in the Spirits power. The kingdom has been set up in a peculiar way in connection with Christ being hid at Gods right hand, and the power of the Holy Spirit down here; but that is not public. 

    WBI do not catch the thought of the dispensation of law. 

    FERThe kingdom came in but it suffered violence, and the violent took it by force. It was not set up in power; it was preached and they took it by force. It was not a public change of dispensation that came in. If you look at the law and the prophets they really carry you to the kingdom. Christianity comes in as a parenthesis. The kingdom is an outside public dispensation of God. 

    DLHWhen it is a question of government, you cannot rule or govern the world on gospel principles. 

    FERNo, you do not. The world has made a mustard tree of the kingdom although they maintain Christianity in name; the real kingdom is wanting. It is the dispensation of law, but the principle of the kingdom is grace, and must be. For instance, if you take the Queen, she is Queen Victoria by the grace of God, and yet she is compelled to rule on the principle of law; she cannot rule by grace. 

    WBWhat about the government of God, that is not grace? 

    FERYou must distinguish between the kingdom and the moral government of God. You may get a saint really suffering under the moral government of God, and yet that saint may be in the kingdom; but he is reaping what he has sown. When the kingdom is set up in power the moral government will be on the same lines. In the Psalms you find continually Rest in the Lord in the issue of His moral government which will be in the kingdom. 

    DLHWickedness will be put down and the righteous blessed. 

    FERYes, rest in the Lord and wait patiently for him. When God comes in the wicked will not prosper. If you take people, today, converted in system, they accept what comes to pass and remain where they are. Even when we were converted we were not exercised as to whether we should remain where we were. 

    DLHMany remain where they are because they were converted there, they say. 

    FERAn indication of the lack of understanding the thoughts of God. If a man is converted, God has a purpose about that man, and that man should be exercised and find out what the purpose of God is about him. 

    QuesWill you help us as to chapter 2: 16 and 3: 1. 

    FERThe effort of man is to bring something in to keep you in bondage to the earth  to attach you to the earth. Let no man therefore judge you in meat or in drink, etc., and why as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances; touch not, taste not, handle not. All these things have reference to people living in the world  mere dogmas. 

    HCAThat is why he says: If ye then be risen with Christ, He is not on earth. 

    FERExactly; God has set you outside of everything down here. You are circumcised, risen and quickened; all to put you outside of man down here. 

    AMAre all these things true of every Christian? 

    FERThey are true if they are true. The Christian has to accept the mind of God. Unless he has I could not say he is risen with Christ. You are risen through faith of the operation of God. I say, is there faith of the operation of God? If there is you are risen with Him. 

    AMBut that goes a long way. 

    FERI think so; it goes further than being raised again for our justification. It is just as much the pleasure of God that you should be risen with Christ as it is that you should be justified. Risen with Christ gives you a footing in the land of purpose; justification does not give you a footing there. Justification is positive; what a man is justified from. 

    AMIs Quickened together with him association? 

    FERYes, you are to become a priest; that is the object of it. 

    WJIs that the new and living way? 

    FERIt is in order that you may take that way; you enter that way. 

    AMIt has been said that The new and living way was from the cross to the heart of God. 

    FERI think so, but for us we go the other way; from the heart of God to the cross. The utmost you get in Romans is The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts, but that is not brought to God. Brought to God is in His own habitation according to His purpose. Colossians does not go so far as that; it is on the way. We get in Ephesians, Who hath raised us up together, etc. The point in Romans is the kingdom. 

    AMIs that why the title Lord is used so often? 

    FERQuite so, and you have the introduction of the reign of grace through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans never takes you beyond the wilderness. Quickened with Christ places you in association with Christ and with the saints, and, therefore, you have the elect of God, holy and beloved. You are now put in connection with the priestly company; that is the effect of being risen with Christ. 

    RCAWhat is reconciliation in Romans? 

    FERHe just brings you to the point and no further, because he leaves off and goes back to the contrast between Christ and Adam. In Colossians 1 reconciliation is the basis of everything. 

    HCAIs reconciliation the purpose? 

    FERI think so; the idea in the death of Christ is that every man is gone and only one remains. In Romans 5 you have only one Man  not two. The man by whom sin came into the world is put out of the way. Christ came in to remove all that came in by that one man, and Christ alone remains. Every kind and order of man is gone in the death of Christ, and He abides. 

    AMWhen it says, Your life is hid with Christ in God, is that experimental? 

    FERI think so; it refers to everything which is governed by the term life. It is set forth in Him; it is hid with Christ. You know nothing about that life except in Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. It is set forth in Him; you cannot see it elsewhere. Hid is in contrast to the public display. The great thing is to know what the life is, and that brings you to what is priestly  you cannot get out of the priesthood, everything to us is priestly; you are not reigning, you life is hid and has all to do with God. It is the outcome of the appreciation of all that God has revealed Himself to be; it is boldness to enter into the Holiest. You are in the presence of divine light, and now are conscious of it. 

    AMWe have limited priesthood in the past? 

    FERWe have it in a hymn, In Him we stand a heavenly band; (12:2) that is priestly. 

    AMThat is better than standing. 

    HCAHas not standing to be entered into experimentally? 

    FERStanding always gives me the idea of unreality. 

    WJIs not Colossians like Hebrews? 

    FERIt runs remarkably with Hebrews. Of course you get things stated in Colossians which would not suit the Jewish mind, but they are substantially the same thing. Colossians is to bring you into the assembly and the moment you come into the truth of the assembly you come into what is priestly. Hebrews leads you to the same point, By the which will we are sanctified, etc. It is that they might apprehend their sanctification for priestly service. Colossians is the same; risen and quickened with Christ. 

    DLHWhat is the difference between risen and quickened with Christ? 

    FERQuickened with Christ is just the work of God in the saint. You are really made to live in the presence of His love. Raised with Christ is simply the expression of His pleasure  the setting forth of the mind of God as the ground on which you are with Him. It gives you a platform in the land of promise in connection with another Man, and by that fact I am outside of every other man here. 

    DLHFaith apprehends what is before God in raising Him from among the dead. 

    FERYou see what God was about when He raised Him from among the dead. 

    DLHQuickened is not a question of faith but of divine power. 

    FERYes, God has made you to live in the presence of His love. Risen together with Christ is objective, in a sense. Quickened with Christ is more objective; it is moral. 

    QuesIs it a gradual thing? 

    FERThe Spirit of God says that you are quickened with Christ. 

    DLHIt was to a special company he said that. 

    FERBecause it would not have been advisable to say it to others. The great point now is that you are responsive to the love of God; you are beside yourself. The practical effect is that you do not care about the life on earth; God uses it for discipline, but as regards the life here I do not care for it. 

    DLHThat shows that there is a good bit in quickening. 

    FERYes, my life is gone; I accept the will of God, but I am not living here for the life on earth. I have natural affection, and all that, but I am not living here for natural affections. It is well to see what the power and reality of the thing is, even though people may decline from it. 

    HCAIs that why he brings in, Your life is hid with Christ in God? 

    FERYes, you know what He is, even though the thing has not come out publicly. The world will know us as kings, not as priests, reigning with Him in glory. 

    DLHWhat is hidden cannot be manifested, and therefore we must be content to be misunderstood. 

    FERTake the heavenly city, you will only see one side of it. It is all Gods work and is connected with the work of the twelve. All the interior, Pauls work, is not seen at all; all you see is the saints reigning with Christ. The moral effect of the priestly side fits you for reigning according to God. 

    WJThe manifestation is the result of what is inside even now? 

    FERI think so; there is a sort of dignity about a person in the priestly function. I can understand Pauls word to Timothy as a man of God, Flee these things. You do not want to be on the line of things that are suitable in the world. Paul speaks of a moral priesthood before a royal one. You must go in before you come out. The beginning of Colossians 3 is leading you in; Ephesians is the contrast, you come out. You cannot come out in power for God in the world unless you have gone in. You must know the priestly power, and you come out as a warrior. In Ephesians you are carried in in chapter 2, and in the end of chapter 2 and 3 you come out. You are filled to all the fulness of God; that is coming out. In the house of God there is the adequate expression of God. In chapter 6 we come out as warriors. 

    WJDo you get the armour in Ephesians or Romans? 

    FERIn Ephesians, because there you find the power of evil. The fact is this, it is only when a man has been with God that he gets a true estimate of what is working here; we only know evil, in a sense, relatively, I take it. If you have gone into God you soon know the character of things here, but not otherwise. Colossians is to lead you into the assembly, your priestly place. In Ephesians you get the purpose of God about you; raised and seated in heavenly places. You have gone in  you go in to come out; not to remain in. If you were not quickened with Christ you would not have a spiritual qualification for priests; you would have a priest after the flesh. Priesthood must be on the ground of resurrection. It is only in resurrection that Christ has a priestly place. You get it set forth in Aarons rod. Resurrection is the qualification for the priesthood. God could not be served by men after the flesh. 

    QuesIn the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises is that priestly? 

    FERYes, quite so. Really, what an awful travesty of the truth Christendom is. It is the apostasy, not the truth. How Christians can be content to remain in it is, to me, astounding. 

    DLHWe managed ourselves one time. 

    FERBut the light had not come in as it has today. 

    AEWWhat is quickened in Ephesians 2? 

    FERIt is, Quickened us together with Christ; that is the company to whom the apostle Paul was addressing himself. In chapter 1 Christ is raised and chapter 2 brings in Gods work in the saints. The apostle is writing to the Ephesians. 

    RemI always thought that this had a special application in the mind of God to the whole church. 

    FERWhy do you give it that application  why should you not read verse 1 as it is written? 

    DLHWho is it representative of, this epistle then? 

    FEROf all who were in the condition to take it up. I wish every Christian in the world were in a condition to take it up and enjoy it. 

    RemIt has been said that Ephesians is a general epistle. 

    FERIt was addressed to the Ephesians and what is written I expect was true of them. It shows the divine wisdom of the Spirit of God which does not bring before the minds of the saints truth which would not help them. 

  
    ETERNAL LIFE AND THE BODY OF CHRIST (FER 11)

    Colossians 1: 19 - 29

    I think it is very important to see that we are not capable to enter into what eternal life is, and the truth of the body until we get on to ground other than that on which we are in connection with the kingdom and the new covenant. Again, you could not appreciate the truth of the body rightly if you did not enter into the truth of eternal life. You must be in the life of Christ, that of course is to come out in us in the way of character, if there is to be the setting forth of Christ in the saints, it must be consequent upon their being in the life of Christ. 

    Do you get the two things here? 

    Yes, life really underlies this epistle. 

    What is the difference between eternal life and the body? 

    Eternal life is what we are called to; the body is the vessel in which the mind of Christ is set forth. 

    Would you not put it the other way round? 

    No, I think not. It is of all importance to see that if God reveals Himself He does so according to the height of His purpose. 

    He begins from the top. 

    But at the same time things are presented to us in such a way that we may in our apprehension be led on step by step. If I had a good memory I might quickly pick up Scripture, but divine things are not learned morally in a moment. When a person is first converted, the point for him is not the learning of things in terms, but the being led on by ministry to the apprehension of the great end which God has in view at the outset. He begins from His own height and brings us to it gradually. Ministry presents the steps by which we come to it. 

    Gods height is His purpose. 

    Yes, and that is what made me say we come on to other ground. Eternal life and the body are connected with the purpose of God. We have them anticipatively because they have not yet been displayed. 

    Has reconciliation to be known first? 

    I think so. It is the point where you apprehend that all things are of God. That is found in 2 Corinthians 5. 

    Who do you say has these things anticipatively? 

    Christians. 

    Is reconciliation on the same ground as eternal life? 

    Reconciliation is of great importance as a point of apprehension. You get this in the prodigal. At some point of his experience reconciliation was entered into; but where we get perhaps the idea of eternal life was when he was seated at the fathers table. That is, all was on a completely new platform. 

    Is that connected with the fatted calf? 

    They fed on it. The fatted calf was held in reserve for great occasions, and in the eye of the father it was a very great occasion. 

    From the time he got into the house his history was marked by entering into the joy of the father. 

    Reconciliation was in order to that. 

    Yes, and so here, reconciliation is that, He might present you holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable in his sight. 

    You could not enjoy the blessings of the Fathers house unless you were suitable. 

    No, nor could you touch eternal life. For the Christian there is a sphere of holy affections entirely outside of the scene of death; that is what eternal life means to me. 

    Christ was always there, and we are brought into it now. 

    Christ has passed through death to bring us into it now. 

    Would you limit it to His being here on earth; He was always in the enjoyment of the Fathers love? 

    But He had not always taken the place of man; life becomes practicable for us because of His incarnation. There is no meaning in His being eternal life, save in connection with purposes of love to man. 

    It is in connection with the incarnation in Scripture. 

    Yes. Eternal life was what God had in His purpose in regard of man; and in view of this, Christ became Man; so that through death He might bring us into Gods purpose. 

    Does not that show that all the statements in John are anticipative? 

    Yes, as concerning us. 

    He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. As to the presentation, eternal life, it was there; That which we have seen and heard. 

    It was there objectively in the Son of God; we know it subjectively in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

    Quite so. Christ was the way, the truth, and the life, now the Spirit is the truth. 

    And the Spirit is life. 

    How do you understand the Spirit is truth? 

    I think that everything for us lies in the Spirit, and the believer in having the Spirit has everything in principle, though he may not know everything that he has. 

    When it is said that it was presented in anticipation, that is in anticipation of the death and resurrection of Christ? 

    Yes. In one way you may connect the result with the coming of the Lord; we shall be in complete likeness to Him. 

    Do we learn eternal life in Pauls ministry? 

    I think we ought to learn it there. 

    Why do you think so? 

    He was apostle according to the hope of eternal life. 

    John speaks most of it, but he does not speak of himself in relation to it like Paul. It reaches us really through Paul, who shows to us the steps which lead us into it. 

    Is it in Romans 5 at all? 

    I should take it up there. As sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life. That is the kingdom is established by God in order that through righteousness we might reach eternal life. 

    Because that was the purpose of God. 

    Yes, you come to what God purposed from the outset. John begins at once from the top with God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. He begins with the Son of God and the purposes of God in the Son. 

    We do not get in John the steps by which we come at it? 

    Paul would lead you on to it, He that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. I do not think it is a question of time there, but the end in view is eternal life; you have your fruit unto holiness and the end eternal life. 

    Grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life, is that future? 

    The statement is moral, not a question of time at all; it is the purpose of God in the reign of grace. It is that which God had in view in the establishment of the reign of grace. God has more pleasure in our entering into His purpose than even we have. 

    What father does not love to see his family happy? It must be a very great delight to God to see His saints entering into His purpose. 

    The truth of the cross is the way to the enjoyment of His love. 

    Exactly, to bring us into the reality of eternal life as to our sense of things. 

    Does John describe that? 

    John does not present things so much in the way of ministry, as he describes everything in its essence; he shows you what it is. You get more light on eternal life in John than you do anywhere. 

    This is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. Is that present? 

    Yes, the Holy Spirit has come down to that end. In connection with this subject 1 John 5 is a very important chapter. It is the witness that God has given of His Son; the holy love of God has been expressed, and the Spirit given to bring us into that sphere in which the Son is as Man. 

    You could not have the thought of eternal life apart from the sphere. 

    It is absolutely impossible. 

    What is the fulness in Colossians? In him all the fulness was pleased to dwell. 

    It is akin to chapter 2, In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. It referred I suppose to what was presented here in Christ. 

    It was in the Son of the Fathers love. 

    Yes, it is the completeness of the Godhead in a Man. 

    Is it not that all that can be set forth of God was set forth in Him? 

    That is the idea. The Lord did not come here to present Himself. He was the vessel in which the fulness of the Godhead was presented to man. 

    So with the Church now, it is that which is adequate for the presentation of what is in God. 

    Yes, chapter 2 refers to what is now, and it adds, ye are complete in him who is the head of all principality and power, etc. Chapter 1 refers to the past, for it speaks of having made peace by the blood of His cross, and this by Him in whom the fulness dwelt. No one could have spoken in the same way until Christ became Man. In the incarnation there was a very great change, for by it we have the fulness of the Godhead in a Man. 

    And all this has come out in order that we may go in? 

    Exactly. The point in eternal life is that you are in. It presents to us where we are according to divine purpose; the sphere in which we are. 

    Only you preserve Christs Person as to the Godhead. The Godhead is the point. 

    Yes. 

    All of God has been set forth in Christ who is adequate for it. 

    All was set forth. 

    I thought it was not a question of the revelation there? In him should all fulness dwell. 

    I should be inclined to think that the idea in the fulness is revelation. It is of all moment to us that there has been and is the perfect presentation of God in a Man. You get the truth of this coming out in the Lord upon earth, as for instance, in connection with His baptism in the voice from heaven and the descent of the Spirit. There you get the fulness of the Godhead; and still more, it comes out in the Lords ministry; He says, the Father which dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works, and He carried out everything in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

    The beginning of everything is the Son of his love who is the image of the invisible God. Eternal life is a present thing. 

    What about John 10? 

    I think that is all in anticipation. The good shepherd gave His life for the sheep: that was a mark of the Shepherd, because the Lord would not admit the hand of man in His death. 

    The Lord led out the sheep, but that was not effected really until after His death. He left the fold in death really; the only way He could leave it. He leaves the Jews when they took up stones to stone Him, but He actually went out of the fold through death. 

    We can speak of eternal life as a gift, can we not? 

    You have received whatever you may have, everything is given. The point is in the end and meaning of the gift. 

    Why do you connect eternal life with the truth of the body? 

    For this reason; that grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life, and we must come into the life of Christ before we can see Christ set forth in the body. Being in the life of Christ brings you to what is corporate, though in itself it is individual. The Spirit is the well of water and that is individual, but the moment you come to the reality and the sphere of life, you find yourself, according to Gods purpose, in association with others. This life is in his Son. 

    John 10 gives us a corporate thought, does it not? 

    The flock gives you that idea. 

    What is the connection between eternal life and Romans 6: 11? Alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    That is more a moral thought. It is a question of gift at the close of chapter 6. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord; but the early part of chapter 6 does not go so far as that, you reckon yourselves alive unto God, and that is moral. 

    It is more Christian life down here. 

    Yes. 

    Is eternal life the life of the assembly? 

    It is the life in which the saints are. What instructs me as to it, is the witness in the first epistle of John, chapter 5. He says, These things write I unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, who believe on the name of the Son of God. But this is after He had brought in the witness, He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself. 

    Would you say a word about the second witness, the water? 

    I think you must connect the water with the blood. I look upon the water and the blood as the first witness of the holy love of God in the coming of the Son, and the Spirit comes down in confirmation of it. 

    Why do you make a point of the holy love of God? 

    Because holiness is a point insisted upon with God, and holiness on our part lies in the apprehension of the holy love of God. It is the holy love of God that makes anything of the knowledge of God impossible to the natural man. The natural man may have some idea of righteousness, but the thought of holiness is beyond him. The very best man of the world does not entertain the idea of holy love. When you speak of the love of God you are perfectly entitled to say, the holy love of God; the water and the blood were witness to it. 

    What about the idea of cleansing in connection with the water? 

    That is the application of the death of Christ in the sense of cleansing. 

    Is it as risen with Christ that we have eternal life and enter into it? 

    It is outside the wilderness. 

    Is the idea of the water the moral application to our souls of the death of Christ? 

    I think so. It is that which is used of God in the way of practical cleansing from the world. 

    The water gets its full value in the death of Christ. You could not get the water in its value apart from death. 

    Has the water in John any reference to the word? 

    I think so, both the water and the blood have application to us. The one is for expiation, and the other, cleansing. But in 1 John 5 they are said to be witnesses, but of what? They are presented as witnesses, in conjunction with the Spirit, but what do they witness? It is to the holy love of God. 

    Does the water meet what we are, and the blood what we have done? 

    I think it does. But I see them to be the witness of what Christ came here to express. He came forth from the source of holy love to express it to man, and the Spirit comes consequent upon His being glorified to shed abroad the love of God in the heart. All is expressed in the blessed Son of God, apart from the first man entirely. 

    Is the idea that Gods love removes everything that hinders? 

    Yes. 

    And the Spirit comes to make that good. 

    Quite so. There are three that bear witness, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; these three agree in one. 

    Is three in one, testimony? 

    Yes, they witness to the love of God in relation to man; it was to be expressed to man in order that he might be subdued by it. 

    In the gospel it is Gods side. 

    Could you say a word about the Spirit? 

    Paul interprets the witness of the Spirit, The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, etc. When Christ ascended up on high He sent down the Spirit, the promise of the Father, and it was in order to make our hearts conscious of the love of God. This is the witness of the Spirit; you have the heart of the believer assured of the love of God by the Spirit. The effect is, that you are consciously in the sense of holy love. The Son has revealed to us the Father; you know the Son and are conscious of being in the Son by the Spirit. You have thus come into the scene of holy affections in the power of the Holy Spirit, and if you are come there you are outside of the death scene, because you are introduced by the Spirit into the scene of holy love. 

    You are outside of all distinction in the flesh. 

    What comes out in connection with it is, that Christ is entirely apart from the flesh. The water and the blood are witness to that. 

    Being in that you would know something of eternal life. 

    I think you have got to this, that there is a scene of holy love outside of the scene of death with which we are so familiar. I know as well as most people, that holiness is foreign to the ideas of the natural man. As man he does not entertain the idea; righteousness is different, because it comes in often as between man and man. 

    If you told that to a natural man he would very likely say, what do you mean by holiness? 

    I could only reply in so far as I know God. Righteousness and holiness are not the same thing, righteousness judges sin, deals with it, whereas, as regards holiness, sin is perfectly repugnant to God. 

    Holiness repels, righteousness judges everything with authority. 

    In what way does the Lord speak of the holy angels? 

    They are holy in nature; unfallen. Righteousness comes in with us because we have known sin. 

    To the end that he may establish your hearts unblameable in holiness. What is that? 

    Righteousness in a sense leads to holiness; Having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness. It works in that way, that where there is the exercise of righteousness in the way of self-judgment, fruit is produced unto holiness. 

    Do you get the climax of it in 1 John 5: 20? We know that the Son of God is come and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 

    That is the climax. You are in Him that is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

    Do I understand that you connected the thought of eternal life with the body, because the body is taken up for the display of the life of Christ, or the enjoyment of it? 

    The body is for the expression of the mind of Christ. It could not possibly be but that the members of His body should be in His life: they could not be in accord with His mind if they were not in His life. That brings us to the mystery. It is very wonderful that the body of Christ is here, Christ in you the hope of glory. 

    Is that collective? 

    Yes, it is Christ in the Gentiles really; it is not individual. It is the Christ expressed in the Gentiles. His mind expressed, at all events, the hope of glory. 

    It will be made good in the individual. The apostle says, Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

    Is it connected in any way with Romans 15: 9? 

    I think the prophecy there in verse 12 refers to a time to come on the earth, but we anticipate that and many other things now. Christ is personally exalted and it is impossible that He can be dislodged from the earth; we sometimes think, almost allow, that Satan and man have the victory; but God has gained the victory, though it is not displayed yet; it is set forth in mystery. The kingdom exists, but it is in mystery; so, too, as regards Christ, He was rejected down here, but died to accomplish the will of God, and now He is here in His body. 

    That is why the Spirit of God in 1 Corinthians 12, says So also is Christ. 

    Exactly, and he adds, Ye are Christs body. 

    The local assembly was the body of Christ. 

    It had that place; it was characteristically Christs body. 

    The Lord leaves the earth for a moment to let men see what they can do without Him. 

    Is not the word remnant used in two senses? 

    Some by it mean Jews, and some men Christians who have returned to the truth now. 

    I think the use or abuse of it is to make a kind of select class among Christians, and that is extremely dangerous. 

    Are we exempt from that danger? 

    I do not know. I appreciate fellowship, but I look upon myself as an isolated person. If I were asked the question, Are you in association with anybody? I should say, No. I am very pleased to be in the company of those who are going on in the truth, but I refuse to recognise any connection with anybody here save in the truth. I am only speaking of the real danger of getting into the idea of a select company and thus losing the thought of the Church. 

    That is indeed very true. 

    That is setting up to be the remnant. 

    Exactly; I believe Mr. Darby had no sympathy whatever with that. 

    I myself remember him saying once, I am going on with the Lord Himself I am happy with Him and I am happy with my brethren if they will go with me. 

    We ought to have courage to take the same ground; the effect would be, that you would draw others with you. 

    And you would bring them into fellowship. 

    Yes, to it morally. 

    Mr. Darby was at a gathering at Torquay in 1863, and the question was raised about the remnant and the testimony, and Mr. Darby said, Well, brethren may be a testimony for God if they keep their Head, but if they do not they will be a testimony, not for God, but to their own folly and weakness. 

    I think they have been a testimony to their own folly and weakness. What a contrast today, to what was here at the first, in the first power of the Holy Spirit. But you cannot read the epistles without seeing how little Gods thought and mind were entered into by the saints even in early days. 

    How little the Corinthians and the Churches in Galatians entered into the purpose and thought of God, and in that sense it is not so very much different from the present time. 

    I feel that a great many have come into fellowship from one cause and another, from one-man ministry and the like, attracted to us as being gathered perhaps in a more scriptural way; but there are but few exercised and prepared to surrender everything to enter into Gods counsel. They are hardly prepared to suffer loss in order to get eternal gain, to be led on by the Spirit of God and ministry into the whole counsel of God. I do not believe that you can go on in divine things if you are not prepared to suffer loss here. 

    Where does Philadelphia come in, what is it? 

    It sets forth the mind of Christ as to something pleasing in His eye. You get the idea of something agreeable to Him: and a great point is, that there is there the recognition of the whole Church. 

    How does that come in? 

    In this way, the Lord says, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. That must be the whole Church. 

    It is Philadelphia in contrast to the whole state of things. 

    It is. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I will also keep thee from the hour of temptation. That again refers to the entire Church. What an immense thing it is, if there is an individual here seeking to stand in the truth, it is gain for the whole Church. 

    It is very important. We must pass over to Gods side and I do not think we do that without being prepared to surrender things here. That is my difficulty; we do not surrender things here to get over to Gods side of things. That is where reconciliation brings us. 

    In connection with reconciliation, if you accept it you must surrender your status in the world. 

    Where does that come in? 

    If any man be in Christ he is a new creature. 

    And you get a much better status somewhere else. 

    Is Philadelphia looked at historically? 

    No, it is a special phase of the Church, but collateral with other phases, Philadelphia and Laodicea have grown out from Protestantism. There is no moment in the history of the professing Church when Christ has not had His mind in regard of things down here. It is not simply that He had His mind about things eighteen hundred years ago, but that He has His mind at the present moment, and that is why the addresses to the seven Churches are so important. 

    Philadelphia really got back to first love. 

    You cannot get the Church back to its first estate. 

    What is the hope of the glad tidings? 

    Heaven is, I think, the hope in Colossians, Christ in you is down here. God sets forth in mystery that which is to be displayed in glory. The features of the heavenly city are to come out morally in the saints now. 

    The object being to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, what is displayed in the assembly? 

    The divine idea is, the perfect setting forth in the assembly of the mind of Christ; the body, animated by the mind of Christ, is a testimony to angels. 

    That is very helpful, a body animated by the mind. What do you know about my mind except through my body? I see your mind expressed through your body; that is what Christ is in the body. We have the expression of His mind upon earth. It comes out in a special way in the saints gathered together; but you have to take in the general idea first. You must look at things in the principle of them; you cannot cut and carve moral thoughts up into small bits. 

    They are too large to be manipulated in that way. 

    We are all very small. 

    That brings out the grace of God which presents to us things in the way in which they are presented, because we can take in but very little at a time; you have to take it in in detail. 

    As to the moral order of things you begin with the kingdom and then the new covenant leading on to reconciliation; eternal life and in connection with this, the body. In that way we are established in the truth. 

    What is the force of if in the beginning of verse 23? 

    The apostle puts the saints upon the ground of responsibility in that way. 

  
    (5) THE HEAD (FER 11)

    Colossians 1: 13 - 18; Colossians 2: 16 - 19

    The scriptures which I have read make evident that the subject before us at this time is Christ as Head, that is, of the assembly. 

    You must understand the limited sense in which I am speaking of Christ as Head, for the title Head is used as to Him in more than one connection. He is Head of every man, but that is not the same thought as Head of the body, the Church. Again, He is Head of all principality and power, but that is another thought from the headship of the body. And in presenting Christ as Head of the body, I want everyone to apprehend the bearing and import of the truth upon ourselves. In fact I fail to understand the force of truth except in that respect. God has given truth, the full setting forth of His mind, in order that we should be affected by every part of the truth. But the first point is, to understand what the truth is. 

    I understand truth as in itself one whole. It is so spoken of in Scripture. I should perhaps hesitate to give you a definition of truth, but truth may be described as that which God has been pleased to reveal of Himself and of His mind. All has been given in Christ, and hence Christ is the truth. In Him God is declared, and at the same time He is the unfolding of the mind and will of God. The Spirit is said also to be the truth, that is, subjectively, as the witness in the believer. There is nothing outside of the operation of the Spirit down here which can be spoken of as being truth in man. Truth in us is limited to the effect of the operation of the Spirit; and truth becomes an important thing to all of us, for by it we are enabled to judge of everything. We measure everything and apprehend it in its own proper proportion and relation, because our loins are girt about with truth. 

    Now it is evident that the Church has a very great part in the will of God. It is Gods will for this moment. There are other things in the will of God, but for the moment the Church is the expression of His will. Anyone who has no apprehension of the Church is but poorly instructed in the will of God, and consequently does not know how to act for God. 

    All intelligent activity down here on earth must be dependent upon our apprehension of the will of God. People often blunder about, doing what they think right, but are unintelligent and not instructed in the will of God. The great point in service is not in the volume of it, but in the character of it; not simply the amount of what you do, but the way in which you do it. No one can imagine that God is dependent upon man. He may use us, and if He uses us we should be in the line of His will, and intelligently so, that we may carry out His service intelligently. 

    Last time we had before us the thought of Christ as priest, and it is a most important link in the chain, for this reason: that the practical effect of priesthood is to engage your heart with Christ where He is. I spoke of this, and of the importance of the subject in the ways of God. It came before us that if God saw fit to take up a people, it was His will that that people should have a divinely appointed representative before Him. 

    I want now to point out that priesthood is not exclusive for the Church. It has its application to saints now, but is not exclusive to them. You get Christ as priest in Psalm 110, and this will have its application to Israel. Christ as High Priest at the right hand of God is representative, in a sense, of Israel at the present time. If the ways of God as to them are to be brought into effect, it will be through Christ at the right hand of God. He maintains Israels place in the night of their darkness. Priesthood is also of the greatest moment to us. The thought connected with the Lord is that of administration and discipline, but with the Priest there is sympathy. His heart is touched with our infirmities, and the end of this is, to attach our hearts to Himself where He is. He concerns Himself about us where we are, to attach us to Himself where He is. The same thing may apply in the future in regard of Israel. They may be made conscious of the intercession of Christ on their behalf, and their hearts by it attached to Christ. 

    There is another thought connected with the priesthood. The Priest is representative, but He is charged also with the service of the sanctuary. He is Minister of the holy places; that is not exclusive to the Church. In regard of the holy place, and for what is connected with Israel, the Minister will have His place. There is no Israel owned at the present time. Hence there is nothing but the holiest, and we have boldness to enter into the holiest. 

    The Church in connection with Christ fulfils the type of Aaron and his sons, the priestly family, in conjunction with the Head, and so we have boldness to enter the holiest. That is connected with the service of the sanctuary. That may ever go on, I suppose, for I cannot foresee the time when that place will be given up by Christ. Even in eternity He will be the Leader of every redeemed family; all the redeemed families will be held together in one by Christ. In heaven you will not need sympathy, nor the service of the High Priest; we shall not need to be represented in heaven when we are there, we are represented where we are not; but I do not think we shall fail to appreciate the service of the Minister of the holy places. 

    Now I judge that it is a very easy transition from the Minister of the sanctuary to the Head of the body. The latter is simple if we apprehend Christ as Minister of the sanctuary. We learn the truth of the body a long time before we learn the truth of the Head. The truth of the body is, in a sense, simple. It is involved in the presence of the Spirit. The first evidence of the presence of the Spirit was in the manifestations of the Spirit. Although Christ was Himself at the right hand of God, He intended to have a voice down here, and miracles, tongues, etc., were the voice of Christ here by the Spirit. Though He has been rejected from earth He will have a voice on earth. The Lord said in John 5: 25, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live. Do you think that voice has ceased to be heard? I do not. It is a great thing that there should still be that voice in the scene where Christ is disallowed, by the Holy Spirit in the saints. Christ will make His voice to be heard still, and in that way you can understand the importance of gifts: they are the expression of Christ on the earth. Every kind of ministry carried out here by Christ personally is to be carried out now by the power of the Holy Spirit. He was the Evangelist, Pastor, and Teacher; and now these are distributed in the power of the Holy Spirit. There is no diminution, but an enormous expansion. Whatever may be the influences at work here, superstition, infidelity, scepticism, or rationalism, Christ will have His voice to be heard, and that is what I understand by the manifestations of the Spirit. 

    Now, behind these manifestations the truth comes out that the Spirit has a vessel, and the saints are that vessel. The Spirit has not become incarnate, but dwells in the saints. By one Spirit we are all baptised into one body. If there be one Spirit there must be one body. You could not have the fact of the Spirit indwelling without its involving the fact of one body. That is simple to understand, as being the necessary consequence of the presence of the Spirit here; just as the manifestations of the Spirit are the consequence of the Spirits presence. So one body is the consequence of His abiding here. 

    The apostle taught that to the Corinthians, though they knew little or nothing about the Head. It is a long time before believers understand much about the Head, but the apostle does not hesitate to bring before them the truth of the one body, for this is so simple, hanging on the presence of one Spirit; and further, that Spirit being the Spirit of Christ, the body must be the body of Christ. The one follows the other. 

    In connection with Christ as Head, I want to point out a distinction between the way in which He is regarded in Colossians and in Ephesians. No position in which Christ is seen in Colossians is taken up there as a question of exaltation as regards man, but as that which properly belongs to Christ. In Ephesians, when the same positions are spoken of, they are viewed as conferred upon Him as Man. The distinction is of great importance in order that you may understand the greatness of the Head. 

    I will turn to a few passages to point out this distinction. In Colossians 1: 17, we have And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. In Ephesians 1: 9, 10, Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him. In Ephesians, God gathers together all in one in Christ. In Colossians it is simply He is before all things. And, again, Who is the Head of all principality and power. The clue to this is found in the earlier verses in chapter 1, in which we have reference to the Son of the Fathers love. It is true that everything is gathered up in Him as Man, but as the Son of the Fathers love He is before all things and naturally the Head of all. He is the moral necessity to everything being held together. Again, in Colossians 1: 18, we have he is the head of the body, while in Ephesians 1: 22, it says, And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church. In Colossians, He is the Head, but in Ephesians God gave Him to be Head. He is seen in the latter as Man in whom God is carrying out the purpose of His will. 

    Again, in Colossians 1: 18 we have the clause: Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; while in Ephesians 1: 20 it speaks of the power which wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead. In Colossians He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; whereas in Ephesians God raised Him from the dead. 

    If you turn further to Colossians 3: 1, you read, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Here we simply have the fact of Christ sitting at the right hand of God, but in Ephesians, God set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places. He is put there. These are important points of contrast between the epistles, which help us to apprehend the headship of Christ. They are of very great interest. In saying He is the Head of the body, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, we have His qualification to be the Head, That in all things he might have the pre-eminence. That He might have the first place. Everything starts from Christ as the beginning. It is a principle in Johns writings that Christ is the starting-point of everything. There is no recognition of anything that went before Christ. He is the beginning, as the living bread come down from heaven, the beginning of all that is of Gods purpose and grace. 

    In connection with the headship of Christ I may refer for a moment to the subject of gifts. I do not think that gifts are in Scripture directly connected with the body, though for its edification. I connect them with the exalted Man. Christ has ascended up far above all heavens to fill all things, and He has given gifts unto men. Gifts are given that there may be the expression of Christ  the exalted Man  down here: that He may have a voice. And they are given in a power that is superior to every power and influence here, whether it be infidelity, scepticism, rationalism or any other. When Christ was here He overcame the world in every form and shape; and now at Gods right hand He has given gifts to men in a power superior to everything. But the idea of gifts is not limited in Psalm 68 to the Church. Christ received gifts for men, and at the present time they come to the Church. Hereafter they will be for rebellious Israel also, that the Lord God may dwell among them. I think that one who entered into the power of the gift would be able to stand in the presence of any and everything. Many gifted people are timid in the present day. They have gift, but they do not realise the power in which it is given. 

    I come now to the Head of the body. Christ is Head, and that brings Him very close to us, and at the same time it brings us close to Him. You apprehend Him as the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; and this gives you an idea of the Head. The hindrance to understanding the Head is I think the lack of understanding of reconciliation. You must apprehend Christ as the firstborn from the dead. He was the alone corn of wheat, but He died in order that He might bring forth much fruit. He is the beginning. The essential character of the corn of wheat was not altered by death. In resurrection He was apart from the outward condition of flesh on which He had entered, but morally there was no change whatever; that you find in the close of the gospels. In John 20, Jesus calls Mary by name. There you find the Lord unchanged, 

    though He was now the Firstborn from the dead. Then afterwards He is seen with a company about Him, and the company recognise Him as the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead. They see Jesus only  there is no other man in view. Having one Man, and one only, before you, the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, you can appreciate Him as Head. 

    But I will say a little also about the body. We read in Colossians 2: 19: And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. There are two thoughts in the verse: (1) the holding the Head, from which all the body increases with the increase of God  that is the connection of thought; (2) joints and bands are brought in, by which nourishment is ministered and the body knit together, and that is going on down here. Joints and bands are not exactly gift, but they are for the ministering of nourishment to the body, and it is thus knit together. We might each covet to have the place of a joint and band. It is a point of much moment in connection with the working of the body. But we have the thought also of all the body making increase from the Head with the increase of God. The thought of that is, I suppose, that the Head gives impulse or movement to the whole body. It is not the ministering of nourishment, but, as it were, the setting in activity the whole body, and it is thus a great point for every member to hold the Head. If you hold the Head, there is an answer on your part to Christ. He gives the impulse in every heart, and that affects the whole body: that is the idea of the body in relation to the Head. The practical link between the Head and the members is affection. The members are conscious of the affection of the Head, and they have affection towards the Head. 

    I want you to apprehend Christs true title of headship, that is, as the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead. We too are quickened together with Christ, we have come out of death. Then there are joints and bands. That is an important position to occupy here in relation to the saints. Joints and bands are of great importance in the natural body, and so too in the body of Christ; but the point is that we should be holding the Head, and thus we should understand how the Head sets the whole body in activity. If you do not apprehend the truth of the assembly, and Christs place in the midst, I do not think that you will know very much about the matter. 

    May God be pleased to lead us to the truth of Christs headship. It is a blessed thing to see that He sets the whole body in movement in the activity of affection, so that there is the self-edifying in love. It is the function of the Head to give impulse to the body, so that it increases with the increase of God. 

    May God give us to understand it better in His great grace. 

  
    RECONCILIATION, INVOLVING A NEW POINT OF DEPARTURE (FER 13)

    Colossians 1

    FERI do not think reconciliation is ever understood unless it is seen that it is in connection with a new point of departure. 

    QuesWill you explain what you mean by a new point of departure? 

    FERWell, I think you get the idea in the expression Ye have known him that is from the beginning. When the Lord came into this scene He was in a certain way the climax of Gods ways  the accomplishment of what had been in the mind of God, but it is important for us to see that in the mind of God Christ was a completely new point of departure, something entirely new. You get it here: Who is the beginning. (verse 18). It is not that He is connected with the beginning  He is the beginning. At the same time, as I have said, we have Christ presented as the accomplishment of what had been set forth in the Old Testament, for instance, in regard to the kingdom and many other things also. He was the One who came to fulfil the promises made to the fathers  the Horn of salvation raised up in the house of David. All that and much more was accomplished in the coming of Christ. But at the same time what we get here is, He is the beginning. Reconciliation comes in in that connection. 

    JDDo you mean His incarnation  from the beginning? 

    FERYes; you get the two things: From the beginning, and then you get another statement here: Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. You see the kingdom is connected with the lordship of Christ. Reconciliation is connected with Christ as Head. 

    You get that here, you know. He is the head; then it goes on to say, In him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell. That is in connection with the Head. 

    QuesIs the beginning here in resurrection? 

    FERI think it is. He is the beginning. 

    MThe moment He was manifested down here He was a new beginning with God. 

    FERI think so. The new point of departure having reference to the state of man. 

    PI suppose everything being out of gear, reconciliation could have no meaning until after the Son had come in? 

    FERWell, it could not have come until the Son came in. 

    JDYou said yesterday reconciliation was God-ward. 

    FEROh, yes; it is what God was accomplishing for Himself. It was in contrast with the new covenant  the new covenant is man-ward. Reconciliation presents what God secures for Himself, just as the new covenant sets forth His disposition towards man. 

    QuesDoes the point of new departure bring in the kingdom? 

    FERNo; the kingdom is not a new point of departure, the Old Testament is full of the idea of the kingdom. 

    JHIt might be helpful if you tell us why. 

    FERBecause I think the kingdom is a climax, and what comes out in reconciliation is not a climax but a beginning. I understand that in the kingdom God asserts Himself  He no longer hides Himself. Reconciliation does not take place until Christ comes. Christ is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead. 

    JDWould you say that, though reconciliation is not brought out, yet in purpose it was in the mind of God? 

    FERCertain things were brought out before Christ came, but in reconciliation, we have that which is completely new. 

    MThere were ways of God in the Old Testament of which He was not the beginning. 

    FERQuite so. 

    MWhat do you say with regard to life? 

    FERLife is most intimately connected with reconciliation  reconciliation and life both involve state, and with regard to state Christ is the point of departure. 

    QuesIn the history of the souls experience where would you say life comes in in Scripture? Is it with forgiveness of sins? 

    FERI think it is connected with the Holy Spirit. If you speak of a person being alive to God, that is a person who has the love of God. 

    MThe word  I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly  was it in that He was the beginning? Is the point of departure with regard to life? 

    FERHe says, I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

    MDoes John 20 bring that out? 

    FERI think so. He breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. 

    JDIn connection with reconciliation in Colossians, would you explain how it comes in between the Head and the body? 

    FERI think reconciliation hangs on the Head  at the same time the body is the first fruits. Reconciliation is in connection with Christ as Head. So few people see the difference between Christ as Lord and Christ as Head. I believe that lies at the bottom of a great deal of the difficulty. 

    RTWould you explain the difficulty? 

    FERWell, if you get Christ as Lord He presents the authority of the Lord, but as Head He is on mans side. As Lord He brings in the authority of God. I sometimes illustrate it by the House of Commons. The Speaker of the House of Commons is head of the House, but he is not lord of it. As head he leads the House in a certain way, but he is not lord of it. If the Queen were to come in he would give place. As Lord, Christ presents the authority of God. 

    LHFIs that connected with the kingdom? 

    FERYes; Lord is connected with the kingdom. 

    LHFIs it not the thought in reconciliation that another Man has come under the eye of God? 

    FERThat is as Head. I do not feel myself able as a natural man to cope with the great men of the world. There are plenty of men in the world  men of great mind, of great power, and all that kind of thing  great men in a natural sense  but at the same time what I find is this, that the world has gone wrong for want of a head. The working of it is this  you get as many wills as there are men. Then the question comes in, whose will is going to rule. You get a country like France at the time of the Revolution  first one man gained the rule and then another; thus that dreadful Revolution went on until they got a man  a military despot  who rose up and ruled them all, but it all ended in disaster. J.N.D. had a kind of thought that Napoleon was referred to in Revelation in connection with antichrist  not as being the antichrist but as being on that line. 

    LHFThe devils imitation. 

    FERYes; you may depend upon it the world has gone wrong for want of a head. 

    MIn the sense of rule  do you mean in authority? 

    FERNo; I do not think so  it is like the head of the House of Commons. He directs there, but if the Queen came into the House the entire House would acknowledge her presence. I suppose she has the throne. 

    QuesAre you thinking of the head as the head of the body? 

    FERChrist is Head of every man. 

    DDIt is the Head who will reconcile all things? 

    FERHe is Head of all principality and power. He is Head of every man. He is Head to the church. It is all one headship in a certain sense, but it is spoken of in three connections. He is Head of all and Head to the church. 

    DDDo you say that the church is the first family that is reconciled? 

    FERYes; I think the church is the first to come into reconciliation  evidently from what is said here. 

    JDDo you say that reconciliation is the work of God and the covenant is the disposition of God? 

    FERReconciliation represents His work. 

    SPrincipality and power. Is that Satans power? 

    FERWell, I do not know; so far as that goes Satan has authority and power. That may be what is taken up, but I do not know. 

    SCan the Lord be Head of that? 

    FERHe is Head of all principality and power. 

    MTDo you say reconciliation has to do with sins or sin? 

    FERSin. Reconciliation has to say to state. 

    MTI was thinking of the difference between atonement and reconciliation. 

    FERAtonement refers to responsibility. 

    MTYou do not get sin in the Old Testament. 

    FERNo, you do not. I do not know that there is an offering which refers to sin. In fact we get a remarkable statement with regard to it by the Lord Himself If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin. Sin is that man will not let God in. That did not come out fully until Christ came. The coming of Christ proved that man would not have God. If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin; but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. The principle of sin was there, but it was not brought out until Christ came. Christ was here doing the works and the words of the Father and they would not have Him. 

    MTUntil then there was simply atonement covering the man. 

    MIt brought out their state. 

    QuesWhen we were enemies  does that take in what they had done? 

    FERWell, it refers to wicked works. You get it stronger here  wicked works were the expression of enmity. 

    LHFThe great point is that the enmity was removed in the death of Christ. 

    FERWhat will you do with the enemy? 

    LHFI do not know what could be done with him. I do not know how he could be removed except in death. 

    JHThe difficulty with many is that you are reconciled, and yet you are put out of the way. 

    FERI do not know that you are reconciled. 

    QuesYou must explain that. 

    MIs it that the man is put away but the person is not? Is that it? 

    FERYour individuality is put away  individuality is gone. 

    LHFWhat do you mean by individuality? 

    FERYou speak of strong individuality marking certain men. If I knew you well enough I might be able to speak of your individuality. I should be speaking of what marks you as a man. 

    LHFOf what I was morally? 

    FERYes. 

    DDDoes that include the person? 

    FERNo; that is not what goes to make up a man. In a babe you have not individual character and will and all that goes to make up a man. All that is gone in the death of Christ, the man has been removed. 

    PWould you say it is what the apostle expresses when he says, I am crucified with Christ? 

    FERExactly. The individuality of Paul was gone. Paul had a strong individuality. The christians of Pauls day had to feel that, but the strong individuality that Saul had was gone in Christ. 

    JDWould you say there was a new individuality and that the new individuality was reconciled? 

    FERNo; I could not go so far as that. 

    J.H. What is reconciled? 

    FERYou. 

    JHThat is what I mean. 

    FERThe point is He has reconciled us to Himself. 

    JHBut I am here. 

    FERNo you are not; if you are here you ought not to be. 

    JHThat is just where the difficulty comes in. 

    FERBut I cannot conceive how you are here if you are reconciled. 

    JHI am expressing a difficulty in many minds. 

    FERBut I do not think they ought to have difficulty. 

    PI think the way you get reconciliation, it is brought to us in death. It is said if anything goes into death you cannot revive it again. 

    FERIf you are reconciled you are before God holy, unblamable and unreproveable in His sight. 

    QuesIs that where individuality comes in? 

    JDAs to new individuality  no one would say Christ needed to be reconciled? 

    FERHe has reconciled us. 

    JHIs it being in the good of it? 

    FERWell, to be in the good of it is to be holy, unblamable and unreproveable in His sight. 

    JHIs it a present thing? 

    FEROh, yes; undoubtedly a present thing. 

    RemGod can have good pleasure in man. 

    FERYes. 

    MThat is state. 

    FERHoly, unblamable is a question of state. 

    SAnd you are conscious of that. 

    MDid the Colossians get into that? 

    FERI do not know at all; the apostle presents it to them. 

    QuesWould you say it is what the church is to God? 

    FERYes; relatively to the body; but I do not think any one can understand the body if they do not understand reconciliation. It paves the way to the mystery. The moral idea of the body is the life of Christ. My body lives in my head. The body of Christ lives in the life of Christ. How could you have that but in reconciliation? Then if Christ lives in the body, all that is contrary to Him must be removed. 

    DDHe says to them that they were. You ... hath he reconciled. 

    MWhether they had entered into it was another thing. 

    FERI should suppose they had accepted it. 

    QuesYou could not say that of the Corinthians. 

    FERNo, I do not think so. The apostle does not state the thing in the same way to the Corinthians. He states in an abstract way what his ministry was. So in Romans you get, We are making our boast in God ... through whom now we have received the reconciliation. 

    Ques. What is the effect? 

    FERI think they would not have a word to say. The prodigal had something to say outside the house  he was not in the good of reconciliation then  but when he came into the house, when he had the ring on his hand and shoes on his feet, he was silent. I think he knew he had the best robe on. 

    MIs that the effect of being in the Lords presence? 

    FERI think you are perfectly silenced in the presence of God. When the prodigal came in he had not a word to say. I do not care for a man worshipping if he is not first silenced. 

    RTWhen can we joy in God? 

    FERI think when reconciled. 

    LHFWhat did you say about a man worshipping? 

    FERThat I do not know if a man can worship God until he is first silenced. 

    MSilent in regard to himself? 

    FEROh, no; the thought in my mind was that you are so silenced by the thought of what you are brought into. Who would talk in the holiest? 

    QuesDo you mean by silenced that you have lost your individuality? 

    FERI will tell you where I think you get it illustrated  in the queen of Sheba; there was no more spirit in her. She was completely silenced. People do not know what a wonderful thing it is to be seated in the Fathers presence with the ring, the shoes, the best robe, and feeding on the fatted calf. As Mr. Telford said, We are making our boast in God ... through whom now we have received the reconciliation. What a wonderful thing to think of sitting before God, and that He should find complacency in you! It is not that He has forgiven you, but He is complacent in you. 

    LHFThat does not mean that you approve of total silence on Lords day morning? 

    FERI would if I could get it in that way, but it is a sort of impossibility. I think they would be bound to break out. 

    QuesIn what way would they break out? 

    FERI cannot tell you. 

    QuesIt would break out after silence. 

    FERIt would break out in heavenly notes if one can say so. 

    PYou could not say a person was in the good of reconciliation if he was looking for rights in this world. 

    FERThe man is gone. For a man to assert his rights is to deny that. I have heard of a man put out of fellowship going to law to attempt to vindicate his character. I think we ought to be greatly humbled over such as that. We have to be very much on our guard as to people coming in, for if you get unbroken people coming in they may cause us a great deal of trouble. I fancy such a case as that occurred in Glasgow  that is, a man put out of fellowship going to law to vindicate himself. Think of such as that in divine things! 

    JDPlenty of saints do not see that that is wrong. 

    FERI think they ought to be outside, that is all. I think they cannot know, they cannot have entered the least bit into reconciliation. 

    PThat is why the apostle besought the Corinthians to be reconciled. If they had really entered into the good of reconciliation they would not have acted as they did. 

    FERNo. 

    JHA new departure. Is it that the testing of man is over, and God has another Man before Him? I think that was very helpful which we had yesterday. 

    FERYes; you get certain things in time gone by spoken of in Ephesians 1 for instance: Having made known unto us the mystery of his will ... that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth. I suppose that thought is conveyed in Psalm 8: Thou hast put all things under his feet. The kingdom is spoken of very much in the Old Testament, but all that comes to an end. Nothing of that goes beyond the millennium. I take it the millennium is the dispensation of the fulness of times  all that comes to an end with the millennium  it is the end of the dispensation. But then I think you see this in Christ that He is a new departure  the beginning of a new order of things which goes on to eternity. The body comes in in connection with that line. 

    RemThe day of God. 

    PDoes not that explain the difference between kingdom truth and reconciliation truth? Reconciliation to Himself always stands. 

    DDWhat do you understand by things ... in heaven.? 

    FERI do not know very much about it; there are things in heaven  principalities and powers in heavenly places. You get that thought. 

    MIt is different from heavenly things. 

    FEROh, I think so, quite. There are heavenly things  things in heaven, here the reference is to principalities and powers. 

    RemThat is brought out in Philippians  things in heaven. 

    FERYes; things in heaven refers to principalities and powers in heaven in contrast to thrones and dominions on earth. Satan is a principality in heaven. 

    PThen there will be by and by perfect reconciliation between heaven and earth. 

    FERI think all will be brought into unity and harmony in Christ. 

    MI suppose one of the great efforts of the enemy was to disconnect heaven and earth. 

    FERYes; he succeeded too well. The practical result has been that God has hidden Himself behind providence. God has hidden Himself behind a veil. In the kingdom God asserts His rights  in providence He hides Himself. I think it is wonderful to see the way He takes to assert Himself, because the kingdom came in the Person of a humbled Christ. 

    QuesWould you say a little about verse 25? 

    FERThat is His Godhead. Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God ... to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: to whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

    LHFThe present moment would be the ministration. 

    FERChrist in you; that is Christs body. I do not think any of us could tell how near to glory we are. Christ in you, the hope of glory. That is the ground of testimony. 

    LHFIs the thought of Christ in you, Christ formed in the saints by the Spirit? 

    FERIt is Christ in the Gentiles really  the hope of glory. 

    M. Is it collective? 

    FERYes; it is the general idea of Christ in the Gentiles the hope of glory. 

    MTThe Jew had the kingdom  the Gentile was shut out of there. 

    FERWe rejoice in hope of the glory of God, but Christ in us is the hope of glory. 

    PChrist in you, the hope of glory  does that give consciousness in the soul? 

    FEROh, I do not know that it is that. It is shewn in the heavenly city  there you get the answer to it, that is, the glory of God, It is no longer the hope of glory  the city comes down having the glory of God. Until that comes to pass it is Christ in us the hope of glory. 

    QuesMr. Raven, we should be very thankful if you would just touch on the new covenant, new creation, and reconciliation  just a sentence on each to shew the connection? 

    FERWell, I think you know morally God must assert Himself  unless He is going to condone the whole state of things down here. He must assert Himself; then it is only a question of how He proposes to do it. I think there you get the kingdom brought in  that is the idea of the kingdom. Grace reigns through righteousness. God has asserted Himself in Christ; I think the effect of that is that souls are brought into the kingdom. I take it they must learn what the disposition of God is toward them. I think they want to get confidence in God. I think the new covenant comes in there, it is that man may have confidence in God. Then if man gets his portion, God must have His portion. That brings in reconciliation  the worshipping company of which Christ is Head  the firstborn of many brethren. New creation is brought in in connection with reconciliation  reconciliation must be by new creation. 

    QuesIs that the order in which we learn it? 

    FERYes; undoubtedly. It is not possible in the nature of things for one to learn it in any other order. 

    PI think that should help us, that we might be able to measure ourselves as to where we are. 

    JMIs the preaching of the gospel connected with the kingdom? 

    FERYes; the gospel is the testimony of the kingdom  grace reigns through righteousness. The kingdom comes in and then it is presented in the way of testimony. 

    JHI wanted to inquire if holy, unblamable, are on the responsibility side? If ye continue in the faith, there is condition there. 

    FERYes; I think so. You see the Corinthians had the two things mixed up together  the work of God and their responsibility. It is the old question of mixed condition  I accept it  I think you accept it. I accept my responsibility in that sense  to continue in the faith and not to be moved away from the hope of the gospel. At the same time I may be sensible of Gods work in me, but I have responsibility. In the absence of Christ there must be responsibility. 

    RemI think that is a very important point for us all to get. 

    FERYes. 

    RemIt is a responsible thing to admit into fellowship. 

    FERYes, quite so; for fellowship is to be maintained according to God. If you find a person acting contrary to fellowship you are bound to put him out. It would be a fatal idea that there was no responsibility for us. 

    LHFThe apprehension of a mixed condition helps us. There is a sort of idea that if you touch heavenly truth you are free of all responsibility. 

    FERWhere can you touch heavenly truth except in the assembly? You are not always in that sense in the assembly. A great part of our individual life is in the wilderness. There are certain privileges which God has given us which we have only in the assembly. In a kind of way they control us in the individual life of faith. 

    LHFAnd would not the individual life of faith be markedly affected by our entering into them? I suppose that is connected with the apostles service  he was a witness of the mystery. 

    QuesWould we not understand as individuals our responsibility better if we understood our privileges? 

    FERWell, I do not know. It is everything to my mind that the christian should be in the knowledge of God. You may understand many things, but they will not avail you a bit without that. 

    RemIt is only that that will make a mark on our lives. 

    FERIt is what makes a man of you. I do not think a man is half a man if he has not the knowledge of God; there will be some weak spot, something out of gear. 

    RemYou find many christians who feel their responsibility in a way and yet who never meet their responsibility, so many are on the line of Romans 7. 

    QuesI suppose that would be a man under law? 

    FERYes. If you talk about responsibility you are kept through the power of God unto salvation  the power is equal to the responsibility. I am not a bit afraid of responsibility  not a morsel  I accept it. The Spirit of God has come in to take the management of the house. He concerns Himself about you. What I am concerned about is to advance in the knowledge of God. Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God. 

    MIt is the full knowledge of God there  the clear knowledge. 

    FERI think we want to get near to Him. I believe half of us do not get near Him and so we remain babes in a way. Depend upon it no one is half a man without the knowledge of God. 

    MThat would be according to the divine nature. 

    FERIf you can understand the expression, it makes you independent. I do not care for anybody  I do not care even for the devil; I can go about without a fear. If you have the knowledge of God it makes a man of you. 

    QuesDid you say we have the support of God in connection with our responsibility? 

    FEROf course you have. You are kept by the power of God. 

    PIf God be for us, who can be against us? 

    FERExactly. How shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

    QuesIs that what you get in 2 Peter 1? 

    FERYes; if you want a pattern of a man in the knowledge of God, look at Stephen. 

    RemA man of substance. 

    FERHis very face shone. He looked like an angel. I do not think Stephen cared for anything  he was perfectly fearless. That is my idea of a man. 

    RTI am afraid there are not many of these. 

    FERI am afraid not. The world is the mischief. 

  
    CHRIST IN CREATION AND REDEMPTION (FER 14)

    Colossians 1: 12 - 23; Revelation 4: 11; 5: 9

    It is extremely important, beloved friends, to look at everything in the light of the coming day. The fact is, in christianity you continually anticipate the coming day. 

    The day is not come yet  the darkness is passing, but the true light has not yet come. The tendency of christendom at the present time is to fall away from revealed truth. Revealed truth has not the place in the estimation of man that it had, and the tendency is to fall back from it into the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world. All these things might have had a place until revelation came in, but revelation dissipates all the darkness. Now people are falling away from revealed truth. This cannot fully come to pass as long as the Spirit of God is here, but the principle of apostasy is at work. There are many antichrists even now, and it is the last time. 

    Such being the case, it is extremely important that our souls should be found in the light of the day that is coming, because If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. We have to hold fast until the day comes, and not to be moved away from the hope of our calling. 

    I want to speak of the coming day in connection with Christ. When you come to the church, it is the first-fruits of the ways of God. You get Christ risen, and the church sanctified by the Holy Spirit  the beginning of the ways of God  the wave-loaves, all leading up to the feast of tabernacles. I refer to the day of the coming of the Lord, which will bring in the day of the Lord  then the feast of tabernacles will be established, which is a time of rejoicing. There was no rejoicing in the other feasts, but only in connection with the feast of tabernacles. It is the light of the coming day which brings joy. Christians rejoice when their souls come into the light of the corning day. When we can rejoice always in the Lord, it proves that the heart is really in the light of the day that is coming, the day of the Lord. 

    Now, beloved friends, in the passage in Colossians which I read, all has reference to the Son of Gods love. It does not state things in the same way as in Ephesians. These are not the things which are given to you, but what properly belongs to Him, the Son of the Fathers love. Who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. Then we get a good deal predicated of the Son of His love in connection with taking up all things. All things are taken up on two grounds  first on the ground of creation, and then on the ground of reconciliation. These correspond with the two passages I have read in Revelation, Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created, while in chapter 5, the same things are taken up on the ground of redemption. 

    Now, beloved friends, we often talk of the world to come  we are more accustomed to talk about it than formerly. The world to come is extremely important. Sometimes we speak of it as another world  well, morally it is another world. This world has been built up on man departed from God, and the world to come is built up, so to speak, on Christ, and it is another world morally. As to the principles prevailing in the world to come, they are in the strongest contrast to those in this world. The principles of this world are the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, but those of the world to come are righteousness and the love of God. 

    In this world, the moral source of everything is the devil, while, in the world to come, the moral source is God. You cannot conceive a greater contrast. Therefore we are justified in speaking of it as another world. Yet, after all, we get certain things taken up which have belonged to this world. You get the expression all things several times in Colossians and also in Revelation. Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are, and were created. What was created? All things. All things belong to this world, but they are taken up by Christ  they come under another Head, they are brought on to another ground. They are taken up, as I said, on the ground of creation first, and then on the ground of reconciliation. In both passages I have read you get the expression all things. In heaven and earth all things were created by Christ and for Him, and He has made peace by the blood of his cross. All is brought out in connection with reconciliation, while we get the present application given to us, You ... now hath he reconciled. We have to wait for the reconciliation of all things, but now it is said of us, You ... now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy, and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight. 

    Now, beloved friends, I come back, for a moment, to the subject of creation. He is the pre-eminent One in regard to everything created  All things were created by him, and for him. If you follow that out it gives a remarkable character to the Old Testament. You find there a vast number of things set up in the hand of man  thrones and dominions and governments. Dominion was given to Adam over all creation. Then if you pass on to the time of the flood, God entrusted to Noah the sword of government, and later still God established the throne of David. Then another thing comes out in connection with David  you get the headship of the gentiles. There are many things in the Old Testament I have not referred to, but I have just taken up these familiar ones. 

    Now all these things which were put under the hand of man failed, as we see, first of all, in Adam. So, too, the sword of government was entrusted to Noah, but Noah failed. God also had promised to establish David in the throne of Israel, but David failed in it, although dominion was revived in Solomon, who also failed. 

    It gives great interest to the Old Testament when you apprehend that all things were created by Christ, and for Him, as in Colossians, while Revelation expresses it, For thy pleasure they are and were created. Now mark this  He is before all things, and by him all things consist. The different things I have referred to in the Old Testament all came in successively  the throne of David followed the sword of government, and the sword of government followed the dominion given to Adam. You find the truth of all this brought out in the Old Testament, but these things were never connected, they never consisted, or stood together. Now Christ is before all things, and by him all things consist  all are gathered together in Him. God has made known the mystery of His will, to gather together in one all things in Christ. So, beloved friends, dominion is in the hand of Christ  government and thrones are in the hand of Christ. The angel said to Mary, he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever. So, too, He is the Head of the gentiles. This comes out in Psalm 2  Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion, ... Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee, ... Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 

    Thus all these things are taken up in Christ, and it gives great interest to the Old Testament when you study it, and see that all that God has established from time to time was created in view of Christ, and also created by Him. Hence when the Son of God becomes Man, He takes up all as Man, and on the ground of creation. For thy pleasure they are and were created. 

    Now when Christ takes up all things, He finds man in possession, and man has to be dispossessed. When the Lord comes, He will not consider the rights of man at all. All that is of man will be entirely swept aside, and everything will be taken up on the ground of creation. Man has no rights except providential rights. We have to respect the providential rights of man, but Christ will not respect them. He will sweep aside every such right, and take up all things on the ground that all things were created by him, and for him: ... and by him all things consist. I regard it as very important, beloved friends, to apprehend the ground on which Christ takes up all things according to God. He is the first-born of every creature, ... and by him all things consist. 

    Now we will pass on in the passage in Colossians 1 to verses 18 - 22. In these verses you get an entirely different thought brought in, just as in Revelation 5, everything is taken up on the ground of redemption, and blessing and glory and honour are ascribed to Christ on that ground. Here in Colossians everything is taken up on the ground of reconciliation. This, so to speak, is collateral with what we have in Revelation. 

    All creation was the handiwork of God, but it did not reveal God. Psalm 19: 1. Men had the witness of creation, but it did not bring to light Gods nature and character. Now, beloved friends, the Son of the Fathers love has revealed Him. The most important fact that has come to light is that He has revealed Him. That is what I understand by all fulness dwelling in Christ. The Father was revealed and all the light of God came out in Christ for the first time. In the Old Testament, God interfered with the affairs of the world continually, although men were not willing that He should, but we do not get God revealed. No man hath seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

    I spoke on a previous occasion of two things in connection with the Son of God  He declares God, and He baptises with the Holy Spirit. All the truth of God had come to light in Christ. One great truth is established in the Old Testament  There is one God, and in the New Testament  God is one. The Lord says, I and the Father are one. In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and in that light men have to walk. 

    Now there is another truth  He has made peace through the blood of his cross. By the death of Christ all moral confusion has been removed from before the eye of God  not yet from mans, but from the eye of God. All was brought to an end in the death of Christ, by the removal of the man by whom all the confusion came in. By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin. That man was removed and Christ made peace by the blood of his cross. 

    Put these two things together  God revealed and man removed, they are two great things which come out in the death of Christ. He made peace by the blood of his cross in order to reconcile all things unto himself. He brings everything, so to speak, into divine complacency by Himself taking up everything. That is the great scheme of reconciliation, that all things that God has established on earth will be brought under divine complacency by Christs taking up all things  the One who made peace by the blood of his cross. Christ takes things up, not simply on the ground of creation, but also of redemption. He has made peace, and the practical result is that one Man is substituted for another. The one who brought confusion into the world had to be removed, and instead there was the Man who brought in Gods glory. 

    If He had taken up things exclusively on the ground of creation, which of us would have part in it? By the very fact of His being the image of the invisible God, which of us would be suitable? We should all be excluded. But He takes them up also on the ground which admits man; that is, beloved friends, Christ has come in to accomplish redemption, to take up the liabilities of man, in order that man may have a part with Christ. 

    What practically results is, Death is swallowed up in victory. Why? Because Christ has annulled death, and there will be no more curse. There is the curse at the present time, but Christ was made a curse. Christ has taken up every liability which lay on man, that man may get his part. He takes up all on the ground of reconciliation. You get the same principle in Revelation 4 and 5  redeemed us to God ... out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 

    Now, beloved friends, all that is going on now is in anticipation of that. All is there before God in Christ. If we had discernment enough to look up and behold the glory of the Lord, we should see that all the promises of God are in Him  the yea and the Amen, to the glory of God by us. Just as far as we are under the power of the Spirit all these things are true in our eyes, and not only true before God; and if they are true in our eyes, we shall walk in the light of the coming day. 

    Man, in a kind of way, likes confusion. A very painful circumstance occurred when Christ cast out the legion of demons. They besought him to depart. They would rather have confusion than Christ. A great many people now would rather have confusion as it is than have the light of God brought to them. I think men very much prefer the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life to everything being dominated by God, but a christian would not be prepared for matters to be left in that way. Stephen, for example, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus. We see Jesus, ... crowned with glory and honour, and all put under Him, in the light of the coming day. We are brought into the light of the day of reconciliation. What for? That we may be presented unblameable and unreproveable in his sight  that is to say, Christ has been pleased to bring about a worshipping company of which He Himself is the Head and centre. 

    You get an allusion to this in Psalm 22, but the company there does not go beyond the remnant of the Jews. Now, Jew and gentile are together, reconciled unto God in the body of his flesh through death. 

    This is all vitally important, because if we are unblameable and unreproveable in his sight, it means we are according to His glory, and to live irreproachably we must be according to His glory, and those who are associated with Christ must be according to that glory in order that God may rest there. It is not possible that God should rest where all is not according to His glory. You get a beautiful picture of it in the new Jerusalem, where all is according to His glory. Some say we are not holy and unblameable and unreproveable yet. That is true, but you and I can enter into the mind of Christ with regard to us. He presents us so that God may rest in us, because all is according to His glory. 

    There are many things in us that offend the eye of God. Many people wonder why their circumstances are so trying, but the thing is, every child comes under discipline. I am a very poor hand at dealing with my children  a very faulty father. I do not subject my children to discipline as I should, but God proves us in His love, and disciplines too. His eyes are over the righteous. You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities Amos 3: 2. In divine love the Father does not overlook what is offending; He deals with it in love. 

    The power has come in by which saints can be before God here, and the flesh excluded. Christ has reconciled us to that end, that everything that is contrary may be excluded, and that we may be in a sphere where divine love can rest in perfect complacency. 

    Now, beloved friends, we anticipate the coming day, and in the coming day the church will have its place as a great worshipping company. We cling to the true Aaron. He covers us, so to speak, in the presence of God. But in the coming day the church is to come out from God. I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. 

    That God will be presented in the church is the great triumph of grace  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. It is Gods triumph above all the power of evil which brought confusion into the world. 

    Beloved friends, do not let the world occupy your attention. Let your attention be diverted from this world, and the things of this world, and let it be directed to Gods scene, where there is no confusion, and where the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, have no place. Christ, in that scene, is the Sun of Righteousness, and He fills all things with the light of reconciliation, and with the warmth of love. That is what fills the world to come. All is taken up in Christ, that God may fill all things. You ... now hath he reconciled. There is a worshipping company where all answers to God, where all is in its proper place, where everything answers to the glory of God, and there is nothing which offends His glory. That is the place of the church. 

    Now, beloved friends, God keep our hearts in the light of the coming day, when all things will come under the Son of man! 

  
    SALVATION AND RECONCILIATION (FER 14)

    Colossians 1: 1 - 29

    FERI suppose the thought of salvation would precede that of reconciliation. 

    QuesDo we not get that in verse 13? 

    FERYes. Strictly speaking, salvation is connected with the coming of the Lord. Christ will appear the second time without sin unto salvation. We await salvation in that sense. 

    QuesIs salvation connected with the kingdom? 

    FERYes, I think so. What brings salvation into this world is the establishment of the kingdom. 

    QuesDo you distinguish between present salvation and future? 

    FERI was only speaking strictly  it must be connected with the coming of the Lord. 

    RemReceiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

    FERYes. We get that in the present time. 

    RemTo give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins. God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    FERExactly. To obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. We look for the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour from the coming wrath  not exactly salvation, but more Christ as Saviour. So in Philippians 3 it is not exactly salvation; it is the Saviour, we wait for Him as Saviour. 

    RemNow is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 

    FERIt looks on to ultimate deliverance. 

    QuesDoes not the deliverance of Israel from Egypt present the good of salvation? 

    FERI think so. Salvation hangs on righteousness. 

    You cannot get salvation without that. It is by the remission of their sins we get salvation. 

    RemThe gospel is the power of God unto salvation because righteousness is there. 

    FERYes. You are superior to the power of evil in the grace and strength of the Lord. That is where salvation comes in as a present reality, instead of being swallowed up by evil. 

    QuesWhat is the force of saved in hope in Romans 8? 

    FERNo one could say he had salvation absolutely at the present time, so we are saved in hope. As a matter of fact, we are here in responsibility, so we cannot talk about having salvation absolutely. You could not talk about salvation absolutely as long as the element of responsibility exists. 

    QuesCan you say absolutely you are justified? 

    FERYes, I think so. 

    QuesThen why not the other, as far as you are concerned? 

    FERScripture does not seem to attach it to us in that way. 

    QuesHow about 2 Timothy 1: 9  Who hath saved us? 

    FERWell, God has done that. You can accept that, you can stand in the truth of that. It is a very great thing to understand salvation, because then you really have a sense in yourself of the grace and strength of the Lord. You have acquaintance with the Lord. 

    RemIt is realised now in appropriating Christ as Lord. 

    FERYes, I think so. With the mouth confession is made unto salvation. Confession is habitual. The practical result of the confession of Christ as Lord is that you stand in the grace and strength of the Lord. 

    RemThe name of the Lord is a strong tower. 

    QuesWhosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Is that characteristic? 

    FERYes, I think so. 

    QuesWhat is the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ? 

    FERThe apostle was very conscious of the support of the Spirit of Christ that he would not fail. He would be kept in faithfulness to the end, in spite of every effort to turn him aside. You prove the delivering power of God, and stand in the grace and strength of the Lord, because He is greater than all that can be against you. 

    RemPeter walking on the water was held up by the hand of the Lord. 

    FERExactly. The water is that on which the power of evil acts, but you walk on the water as supported by the hand of grace and strength. All depends on the grace and strength of the Saviour. My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness. A man ought to be able to give an answer to every one that asketh a reason of the hope that is in him. 

    RemIf a man makes a confession, he ought to know what it is about. 

    FERI think so. Salvation is not growth, but a man grows up to it. 

    QuesWhat is the force of soul-salvation? 

    FERIt is in contrast to the temporal deliverance to which Israel had been accustomed. In the meanwhile, while we wait for full deliverance, we have soul-salvation. 

    QuesWhat is the gospel of your salvation with regard to which the Holy Spirit was received? 

    FERIt all refers to the salvation God had prepared for the gentiles. Salvation was there for the gentiles. 

    QuesOf what does it consist? 

    FEROf mans liberation from the power of evil. Christ gave himself for our sins that he might deliver us from this present evil world. The provision of salvation in Christ is not only righteousness, but liberation from all the power of evil. 

    QuesIs that salvation in Romans 5: 10? 

    FERYes, I think so. We are saved by the energy of His life. We are reconciled by His death, when He was in weakness. Now we are saved in the mighty energy of His life. 

    QuesIs that Titus 3: 5? 

    FERYes. It is outward and inward, When the Lord comes again, He appears the second time unto salvation. All salvation in the present time, as to its effectuality, is through the Holy Spirit by Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

    QuesWhat was the salvation of Luke 7? 

    FERLiberation from the power of evil. The woman was manifestly a sinner, but really her faith saved her, and her faith brought her from under the power of evil, close to Jesus. 

    QuesWhat is imminent for the sinner? 

    FERJudgment and the wrath of God. We have to do with men living in this world, and we are justified in pressing upon people that wrath is coming. We cannot tell when it will come, but it is coming. People ought to be warned of what is imminent. Wrath is declared, and that is what is imminent. I should have no hesitation in warning men that they are amenable to the judgment of God. God shall judge the secrets of men. God will be the Judge of the conduct of every man, and every man will have to stand at the tribunal of God. We warn men of what is moral  that man is amenable to the judgment of God. God is the Judge of men  it is not a question of what is coming, God will be the Judge of mans conduct. 

    RemIf ye die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 

    FERExactly. 

    QuesYou would not object to the preaching of the eternity of judgment? 

    FERIt is often only trying to act on peoples imagination. What acts on mans moral being is that God will be his Judge. It is not that the judgment of eternal punishment is not eternal, but it is often carried too far. Every man will have to stand before the judgment-seat of Christ, that he may receive the things done in the body. 

    QuesWould you not warn people of the great white throne? 

    FERGod has revealed to christians the great end of things, that they may see the ultimate issues, and the working out of good and evil, but they are not to take advantage of that to work on mens imagination. It is quite enough to tell them that man is amenable to the judgment of God. 

    QuesIs not eternal judgment mentioned in Hebrews 6 as one of the first principles, as a foundation truth? 

    FERIt comes in in contrast to the governmental dealings of God, to which Israel had been accustomed. What I mean is that you are not to expatiate on the effects of judgment. If you do, you only seek to affect the sensibilities of a man. What you want to do is to act on the conscience. 

    RemA preacher ought to enlighten a man, to enlighten his conscience, to tell him about God. 

    FERExactly. 

    QuesWhat about the end of Mark 9? 

    FERIt is a warning, in regard to the disciples, to walk in self-judgment. 

    RemBut knowing ... the terror of the Lord, we persuade men. 

    FERVery well, you persuade men, not terrify them. To think that man is amenable to the judgment of God is a very terrible thing, and knowing it, we persuade men. 

    RemYou calculate to act on the conscience if a man is on moral ground. Nothing acts on mans conscience if he is not brought on to moral ground. 

    FERExactly. In attempting to preach, the thing is to put God and man in their proper places. When Elihu comes to Job, he says, God is greater than man. Why dost thou strive against him? He put God and man in their proper, relative places. 

    QuesIn John 5 as to the two resurrections, is that eternal judgment? 

    FERYes. 

    QuesBehold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish, is not that the lake of fire? 

    FERBut man is lost  he is already perishing. 

    QuesDoes it not look on to the lake of fire? 

    FERI do not know. 

    RemThe Lord Jesus warns them of the lake of fire. How can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

    FERYes, but you would not like to take that ground instead of preaching the glad tidings. The fact is, man cannot enter into anything unless he comes under the moral sway of God in the kingdom. 

    QuesWhat is make thee wise unto salvation? 

    FERIt is akin to growing unto salvation. A man comes into it. As you go on every day you come much more into salvation, you grow up into it more. In present salvation it is taken into account where man is naturally in the eye of God, and God undertakes to save man out of that position. 

    QuesWhat do you understand reconciliation to be? 

    FERReconciliation is the changing of the man. 

    QuesIn speaking of moral ground, and the ground of the purpose of God, where does reconciliation come in? 

    FERReconciliation, is the point of transit  one man is ended, and distance removed. God was in Christ, reconciling, not simply that God was reconciling. It is reconciling in another Man, in Christ. The beginning of it was when Christ was on earth, God was in Christ. It was limited when Christ was here. It is greatly enlarged now, but it began then. God was in Christ. There was complacency in the Man whom God put forward  in Christ. 

    RemWe have reconciliation in the thought of new creation. 

    FERUndoubtedly. In removing the man after the flesh, Christ removed the distance. Not only is the man gone, but the distance is gone, and now You ... 

    hath he reconciled, etc. You could not make one who is an enemy in nature unblameable, unreproveable, etc. New creation is brought in. 

    RemIn Romans 5 the contrast is shewn  If, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

    FERIt supposes you to be in the life of Christ. 

    RemReconciliation is necessarily preparatory to worship. 

    FERYes; you could not be a worshipper unless you were reconciled. Then there is a sense of divine complacency. The new covenant is the ministry of what God is to man, and reconciliation is what man is to God. 

    QuesIs it the same person? 

    FERYes  You ... hath he reconciled. It is most difficult to dissect things. The mind of God is all one with regard to each person, only we are not prepared, all in a moment, to accept it all. In the termination of man after the flesh, everything that was unsuitable to God went. In the body of His flesh man went, and with man the distance went, that we might be presented unblameable and unreproveable. It is impossible for a man to enter into everything in a moment, he must learn it bit by bit. 

    QuesIs there the reconciliation of things later on? 

    FERYes. Everything is taken up in Christ. He becomes the sun and centre of the universe of bliss, and God can rest in everything, because everything is taken up by Christ. The restitution of all things is when all is taken up by Christ. Peace has been made by the blood of Christ  in the cross the whole question of sin has been met for God. Reconciliation involves complacency, and complacency brings you into the rest of God. It is not simply cessation of labour, but the idea of the rest of God is complacency in what He has created. 

    RemHe will rest in his love, 

    FERYes, there is complacency. 

    QuesDid you say we must understand reconciliation to be worshippers? 

    FERWe must be in the reality of it. To be in the reality of it and in the intelligence of it go together. 

    QuesMight we not be in the good of reconciliation without understanding it by that name? 

    FERThe ministry of reconciliation is for the instruction of the saints. I wonder what amount of worship there was during the last thousand years of Israels history, and yet it was said that praise waited for God in Zion. If you go back fifty or sixty years, what was there of worship then? All was formal, almost without exception, almost judaistic. There is little of it now. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between reconciliation and new creation? 

    FERYou could not possibly have the former without the latter. God was in Christ, and that involves the new creation. If any one has not the Spirit of Christ, he is not of him, and if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation. 

    QuesWhat is the force of being in Christ? 

    FERYou are in Christ by the Spirit of Christ. 

    QuesBy the fact of having received the Spirit? 

    FERYes. You have received the living word, and by virtue of that you are in Christ. A man in Christ is a partaker, so to speak, of the Spirit of Christ. He has given to us living water, and in virtue of that living water we are in Christ. 

    QuesWould it be correct to say that new creation is begun in the saints by the Spirit? 

    FERYes. I think so. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the different way in which in Christ is mentioned in Romans 8 and 2 Corinthians 12? 

    FERIn Romans 8 the line of responsibility is still maintained, while in 2 Corinthians 12 the idea of responsibility does not come in. You apprehend a man in Christ entirely out of the sphere of responsibility. 

    RemIt is necessarily abstract. 

    FERYes, it is. I should not talk about myself as a man in Christ, but I should speak as Paul speaks of it, I know a man in Christ. Every christian is in Christ, that is always true, but no christian is out of responsibility. If I talk of a man in Christ, I speak of an abstract thought outside of responsibility. 

    QuesWhat does outside of responsibility convey? 

    FERA man in heaven. We have to bear in mind the distinction between Romans and 2 Corinthians on the one hand, and Ephesians and Colossians on the other. You get in the earlier epistles what is necessarily consequent on the way in which God has come out, but in Ephesians and Colossians you come on to the ground of purpose. 

    The apostle does not tell the Corinthians that they are men in Christ, he only says he knows such a man, and immediately he has to drop into responsible life, for a man in Christ hears unspeakable words which is not possible to utter down here. 

    QuesIs there any point of difference between the allusions to reconciliation in Romans and Corinthians? 

    FERIn Romans it is not developed it is just recognised. Virtually it is God saying, I am for you, and you are to be for Me. 

    QuesWhat is the sword of the Spirit? 

    FERIt says, the word of God. 

    Ques. How is it used? 

    FERIt is the utterance of God. It is the stability of what God has uttered. What He utters endureth for ever. 

    RemIt says we are to take it. 

    FERYes, we are to take it. There is the sense of the stability of the word of God. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. 

  
    RECONCILIATION (FER 16)

    Colossians 1: 18 - 23

    Reconciliation is the contrast of the new covenant. The new covenant presents the disposition of God towards man, but reconciliation is what is for God. The High Priests ministry is God-ward, but the covenant is man-ward. Reconciliation is what is effected for God in the universe; Christ is the Beginning, He is the Firstborn from the dead, and the church is the first-fruits of reconciliation. Through the new covenant and its teaching God gets His place with us; but in reconciliation Christ gets His place with us. 

    There are three thoughts in the passage we have read: (1) the Head; (2) reconciliation; and (3) the body. He is the head of the body, the church; then you ... hath he reconciled; and lower down we get, for his bodys sake, which is the church. The effect of reconciliation is to bring Christ under the eye of God. It began when Christ was here; there was that in which God was complacent. The simple meaning of reconciliation is that there is complacency where there was distance; you could not imagine a greater change. When Christ was here His presence brought in complacency; it meant Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men, Luke 2: 14. We see it more clearly still in the cross, and in resurrection. Where there was the utmost distance there is the greatest complacency. Distance could only be removed by the removal of the man. In principle reconciliation was effected in the death and resurrection of Christ, and the word of reconciliation is the testimony of what has been effected, and that is what is used to effect the reality of it in the saints. When Christ was here the eye of God rested upon Christ, not upon man; man was not under the eye of God, save that God was not imputing trespasses. When the second Man came in, man as in the flesh was not before God; in the death of Christ that man was removed to the glory of God. 

    The apostle exhorts the Corinthians to be reconciled to God; they had not really accepted it. Reconciliation is made good in us by new creation; we could not be holy and unblameable before God except in new creation. Man is an enemy in will and mind, and he cannot be altered. In the Old Testament God was dealing with man according to his responsibility, and therefore we get atonement; but in the New Testament God deals with mans state; He goes to the bottom of the matter, and that brings in reconciliation. Atonement does not fully meet the case; reconciliation means the thing is removed in order that something else may take its place. There must be atonement, for in all gospel testimony God is dealing with man on the ground of responsibility, and therefore there is atonement and God offers forgiveness of sins. The actual word atonement is not found in the New Testament, and reconciliation is not found in the Old. Both atonement and reconciliation would apply to the millennium, but not quite in the same was as they do now. Everything will be taken up in Christ, and hence it is that where distance was there will be complacency. 

    To understand reconciliation, and that order of things, you must take up the idea of the Head. The Head is the First, it is not the same idea as the Lord. The Head is the Beginning, and He is pre-eminent in regard of everything. As Head Christ is on the side of man. He is the Head of every man; He is the Head of all principality and power; and He is the Head of the body. Headship is the same in principle in all three, but the body has a place in relation to Him which other things have not. He has not taken up yet the place of Head of all principality and power in display, but He is so in title. The very fact of the Son of the Father having become Man necessitates that He must be first of all men; but then no other could be with Him unless He died. Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone, John 12: 24. The Head is the first one in regard of God on the part of man; He is the first in regard of what He presents. 

    Reconciliation comes to pass in the full light of God; it is the pleasure of the Fulness. There is a figure of it in Luke 15; the Father comes fully out to the returning prodigal, and then there is the Fathers full complacency in the son when he is brought inside the house. 

    In 1 John 4 we get the new covenant, and in chapter 5 we get reconciliation. We must learn Gods disposition towards us before we can touch reconciliation; that is, that everything is to be for God. It is a great thing to come to that point in our souls. In Luke 15 we see first that all is perfect on the Fathers side, but all is not perfect as regards the son until he is seated at the table in the sense of complacency. It is a great thing to see that the divine things which are existing as present things are things of which we can have the consciousness now. We cannot be conscious of what is future, but the unseen things are not future. We get the consciousness of things by being in the nature which is suitable to them. There is an existing world of which we can say that God has perfect complacency in it. It is a world of eternal things, which are all of God. Everything down here has in itself the elements of decay; it passes away and the fashion thereof. 

    Presentation hangs on reconciliation; the prodigal was presented with a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet, and the Fathers eye rested on the best robe, which is Christ. The prodigal was presented in new moral equipment, and that means another Man. We are to be presented holy and unblameable in His sight; it is for the eye of God we are reconciled. No soul enters into reconciliation until it is fully affected by the love of God; my own great defect has been failing to come under divine teaching. It is a great thing when a man is prepared to be content that all should be for Gods satisfaction and glory, and no one comes to this until his heart is instructed in the love of God. The knowledge of Gods love begets confidence in God, and then I am prepared that all shall be for Gods glory, and all for Him. Men have been set on getting their own glory, but reconciliation brings us to another side altogether. 

    The climax reached at the end of 1 John 5 is remarkable. We are free of the wicked one, and free of the world, and we have an understanding from the Son of God. Then the next step is, we are in him that is true; (verse 20), that is, we come to the circle of reconciliation. The acceptance of the truth of reconciliation brings about in a practical way that there is a body here in which Christ is. The body was formed by the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but that is another thought altogether. The force of Christ in you, the hope of glory (Colossians 1: 27) is that there is a body practically here of which Christ is the animating Spirit. The idea of the body is that Christ is presented under the eye of God; the body is for God. Christ is the life of the body, and lives in the body before God. The body is the presentation of Christ in the saints under the eye of God, and therefore it is holy. We are holy for God; righteousness is for man, and that is connected with the new man. Our testimony here is connected with the new man, but the body is for God, holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight (verse 22). Whatever is for God must be holy. The fact of evil having come in has destroyed complacency; rebellion has occurred in heaven, and sin on earth, and everything has thereby been dislocated. So Christ takes up all in heaven and earth, that everything may be reconciled. 

    Reconciliation applies to the millennium, not to the new heavens and the new earth; it is brought to pass in the fact that all is set right in Christ. All has been brought into disorder by sin, and the kingdom will be the times of restitution. Mr. Darby said that everything depends upon the place that Christ has taken in incarnation. The Word became flesh, John 1: 14. He was the Beginning, a Man here upon whom the eye of God could rest with complacency; but there was more to be effected, otherwise He would have remained alone. Christ had to remove the man; the truth is the leper was cleansed by the leper being removed. If there is any allowance by the christian of the man that has been removed the rights of God are invaded, and it has to be judged unsparingly. In Deuteronomy everything is centralised in chapter 12; that is, the place is chosen where God places His Name. In christianity all is centralised in the Spirit. Then the second thing is the most unsparing judgment of all that interferes with the rights of God, and therefore if the wife of your bosom, or the friend who is even as your own soul, entice you to idolatry, you are to kill him. That is very unsparing. 

    As regards reconciliation, the Head is there, and the church is the first-fruits of reconciliation; then if we accept that all is to be for God, we come to the body which is for God. What is common in christendom is that God is recognised on the first day of the week, and then people expect that God will prosper them during the other six days. That is all wrong. They have not come to reconciliation, which is that all is for God. When we come together in assembly we have the sense of being in association with Christ outside of everything here, and if you had your choice you would not leave it. When the assembly is convened you leave the world, and join Christ on resurrection ground, and in spirit that position is to be maintained throughout the week. If we were in the sense of being in association with Christ on resurrection ground we should accept our baptism, and be in the fellowship of Christs death. It is a tremendous thing to me that Christ who came to this world will never be known to this world save as a Judge. If we were in the reality of this we should be in the fellowship of Christs death here. 

    The great idea of the assembly is that it is a sphere where divine affections, set in movement by the Head, work through the members. If Christ has His place as Head, He sets everything in movement; it is not a question of what we bring. In spirit we should not leave resurrection ground; we have to come back to the wilderness to fulfil our responsibility here, but when we meet Christ it is on resurrection ground. Resurrection brings you to the holiest, the holiest is connected with the calling. It is a great thing to apprehend the body and reconciliation. 

  
    RECONCILIATION (FER 17)

    Colossians 1: 19 - 23; Luke 7: 40 - 43; Luke 10: 30 - 37; Luke 15: 11 - 32

    I suppose that the great part of those to whom I am speaking have some interest in the communications of God in the Scriptures, and some acquaintance with them. I take that for granted in what I have to say. I want to bring before you now a subject of great interest and importance, and that is reconciliation, and to indicate the steps by which it is effectuated in us. Reconciliation has already been perfectly effected for God, looked at abstractly, but then reconciliation has to be made effectual in regard to us, and indeed in regard to all things. It is more the application of it, than the thing itself, that is, all things have to be brought into reconciliation, but reconciliation is there for them to be brought into, and we are now brought into it. It is a purpose which God has been pleased to make known to us. When the Lord Jesus was here all the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in Him, and there was a purpose connected with it, and that was by him to reconcile all things unto himself. Reconciliation was to be effected by Him. There is another kindred passage, 2 Corinthians 5, God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. I understand the passage to refer to that which was true when the Lord Jesus was here upon earth, We see in Luke 7 that God did not impute trespasses, for in Christ He was reconciling the world unto Himself. Now reconciliation has in a sense been effected in Christ, and whatever work was carried on by the apostles, and whatever work is carried on now, is in principle the continuation of that which began in Christ. In Hebrews 2 we are told that the great salvation began to be preached by the Lord and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him; so too, reconciliation began in Christ, but the ministry of reconciliation was continued in the apostles, 

    but specially in Paul. The apostle Paul speaks of himself in that way as one to whom the ministry of reconciliation had been entrusted. He says, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Then he goes on to say how he besought men to be reconciled unto God. 

    Now I want to give you an idea of what reconciliation means. Evidently reconciliation is for God; man comes into it, so does everything, for everything in the universe has been dislocated by sin. Sin has had its effect not only on things on earth but on things in heaven, so that things on earth and things in heaven have to be reconciled. Confusion and alienation have been brought in by lawlessness, and hence all things are to be reconciled. Reconciliation means this, that where distance was, there should be complacency. I do not think anything short of that gives the idea of reconciliation. We have an illustration of it in the case of the prodigal. There had been distance, but there was complacency. He had on the best robe and the ring and the shoes and it is the father who says, It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad. Make merry and be glad, are the marks of complacency, but the point is it was where there had been distance, and I have no doubt that is the principle of reconciliation. It will go on to all things. Wherever there has been moral distance there will be complacency. 

    Now Christ is the One in whom all this is accomplished. All was dependent on the Son of God becoming man, hence we read, that God was in Christ. The thought and purpose of God was that everything was to be taken up in Christ, and hence everything was regarded as on a different footing the moment Christ came in. God was presenting Himself in an entirely different attitude in regard to man. Reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses. The secret was that the point of reconciliation was there, Christ was regarded from heaven as the point of complacency. You see that over and over again in the gospels: at His birth, at His baptism, on the mount of transfiguration, again in John 12. He was Gods beloved Son in whom God was well pleased, He was the point of complacency. Hence He was the reconciliation. But then there was another thing, and that was by redemption to remove the distance caused by sin, so that there should be both the distance removed, and a point of reconciliation. That is what has now come to pass, and reconciliation entirely depends upon everything being brought into subjection to Christ; what subsists in Christ is divine complacency in man, the distance removed in the work which Christ accomplished. The prodigal was in a far country, in the place of distance. Christ entered into the distance, but He entered into it according to the righteousness of God to remove it. He was forsaken of God, had real experience of the distance such as no other ever will have; but we read, He was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father. All things are to be reconciled by being brought into accord with Christ. That is the divine thought, and it is that which Christ will most surely effect, as He has the power to subdue all things unto Himself. Many are now brought, and many will yet be brought into accord with Christ. Israel and the nations will in a sense be subject. Gods Spirit will be poured out on all flesh, all will be brought into accord with Christ, and in that way all things reconciled. Whether you understand me, or not, I have stated what is of immense importance, that in spite of all that we see in the world, confusion and moral evil, God is carrying out His blessed purpose, and in spite of what men may think or believe the point of reconciliation is there, and, for God, the distance and alienation have been removed in the death of Christ. It is said, he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. Everything has to be reconciled in Him. There is terrific self-assertion at the present time on the part of man, but behind and above all that, God is accomplishing His purpose in Christ, and after all man is only a poor dying being. The beggar and the prince, the rich and the poor, come to one common end. They are gathered together, the grave swallows them all, so wherein is man to be accounted of? 

    Now I will indicate the way by which reconciliation is reached in regard to us. I do not need to speak about all things, because all things, except as a matter of interest, do not concern us immediately. I think you will see it in the three parables I read. They are a group of parables quite peculiar to the gospel of Luke. You will not find any one of them in any other gospel. They accord with the spirit and character of that particular gospel. In that gospel you get the great idea that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. The first point in it is the attitude of God toward all men. I believe that to be a matter of the last importance. It is brought out in the parable in Luke 7, There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. There are certain things on the part of God which are provisional, and it is by these things man is being tested. When God brings final things to pass testing will all be over. And the attitude of God in regard to the world is in a sense provisional. God is giving opportunity, and the mind of God toward man universally is forgiveness of sins. When the Lord Jesus was here God was not imputing trespasses. The Lord said to a woman, when she was manifestly sinful, neither do I condemn thee. 

    Now the ministry of the apostles was a continuation of that, or rather an advance upon it. They made known to men that forgiveness of sins was in the mind of God, in regard to all men. That is what marks this moment, and is really made known to us in the parable in Luke 7. When they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Many may be indifferent to the mind of God, blind in regard to it, and they do not get the good of it, just as a blind man does not get the light of the sun, but none the less the mind of God at the present moment in regard of all men is forgiveness of sins. I admit it to be provisional, not final, men are being tested by the truth at the present moment. The question is, will men accept Christ as Head? If they do, they get forgiveness of sins. The first principle of reconciliation is that the attitude of God toward man without distinction is forgiveness of sins. The glad tidings are preached to every creature under heaven, the glad tidings are of a risen Christ, in whose name is preached repentance and forgiveness of sins. That is where faith comes in on the part of man. 

    What I mean is, that mans faith apprehends the attitude of God made known in testimony. It is set forth in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the faith of man apprehends it, and the history of a soul with God begins when that soul apprehends the attitude of God. Men do not know it naturally, that is certain, they think of God in some different way. 

    I pass on to the next step, supposing that the attitude of God is apprehended. It comes out in the second parable; and it is a step on our part, that is, it is a question of our appreciation. The point is, that the testimony of Gods grace has reached us in Christ. Now, God could not have Christ to be ignored, for it is He who has become Man, to accomplish redemption, and hence of necessity Christ must be the foremost of men. He is mans Neighbour. That is, the one who has mercy; Christ is not simply Neighbour to them that believe, but to every man, very near to every man. That Samaritan brought himself near to the man that fell among thieves. He came where the man was, and so Christ has brought Himself in testimony very near. If there be a preacher, the person speaking is not the preacher, Christ is the Preacher. He came preaching. Whatever preaching there is, that is worth anything, is really preaching by the Spirit of Christ. The vessel is nothing. What is the preacher worth? He is simply the vessel of the Spirit, it is Christ who is speaking. The Lord Jesus said: The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God. I bring that forward to prove to you how very near Christ brings Himself at the present time; the second step in reconciliation is the appreciation of Christ. Now, you will remember what the Samaritan did to the man that fell among thieves. There were three things; he bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, then he set him on his own beast, and he took care of him. Now, to give you an idea of what I suppose is intended to be conveyed, I will take up the case of the apostle Paul. There came a moment in the history of Saul when he was very sorely wounded. There had been a time when Saul thought himself a very sound man. He was orthodox to a degree, more zealous than his contemporaries for the traditions of the fathers. He would have given himself credit for rigidity. But a moment came when he was sorely wounded in his self-esteem. He found that his orthodoxy would not do, that Christ was in heaven, and himself an object of mercy. Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? That was an expression of mercy, and Saul saw his own heart as he had not seen it before. The Lord healed him, not by patching up his wounds, but in a very efficacious way, by communicating to him of His Spirit. Christ is the great Physician. He came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. He pours in oil and wine, the gift of the Spirit. Then another thing, he ... set him on his own beast. Paul had experience of that. He had buffetings and hunger and thirst, and sometimes things abounding, and sometimes necessity, but be says, I can do all things through Christ who gives me power. He would not confess to necessity. He says, I can do all things, he was upheld by the power of Christ; and at the end of his course he said, The Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, and the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom. I think the apostle had the satisfaction of knowing, not simply that Christ had bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, not simply that he was carried along by the power of Christ, but that the Lord took care of him, that He would deliver him from every evil work, would not commit him to the power of his enemies, but would preserve him to His heavenly kingdom. You can understand what kind of appreciation the apostle had of Christ. He recognised the mercy of Christ, so we find Jude speaking of the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. What was seen in regard to Paul was mercy, the mercy of the Lord. He had mercy on Paul from beginning to end. Christ was Neighbour to him, and his one thought in regard of Christ was that he might have Him for gain. He was prepared to be divested of anything that might give him self-distinction  that he might have Christ for gain. That indicates his appreciation of Christ, and then Paul acted like Christ. He went about ministering mercy. He was not always well treated, even at the hands of those who professed to be christians. In spite of that, he knew that Christ was his Neighbour, and had shown him mercy, and took care of him, so he followed the injunction of the Lord Jesus to the lawyer, Go and do thou likewise. That is the second step. The way in which I would desire to help you is in the appreciation of Christ as neighbour. He is at your service until He has you with Himself. You do not need to complain of weakness here. You might be able to say with the apostle, the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work. I think that might be echoed in many a heart. 

    Now I come to the third step, and that is seen in the parable in Luke 15  that is the climax, for we have arrived at a point where the father has complacency in the prodigal  not simply has the prodigal come back to the father, but he is there in such a way as to command the complacency of the father. Reconciliation has in view, not simply that man shall be brought back to God, in appreciation of Christ, but that he shall be set before God in such a fashion as that there might be entire complacency in him. If there were a spot in a man which would not satisfy the eye of God complacency could hardly be there, and in order that it might be in us we have to be according to Christ. That is the idea of reconciliation  that He might present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight, that our state may be according to God, so that the eye of God may detect nothing unsuitable to Himself. Now if you have appreciation of Christ so as to maintain all that is of Him, your soul will find itself in the atmosphere where Christ abides. Do you remember the two disciples of John asked the Lord, where dwellest thou? The Lord said to them, Come and see, and they abode with Him that day. They never left Him after that  and I think the Lord would say the same to us. Have you ever raised the question in regard to Christ, where dwellest thou? If you appreciated Christ, you would raise that question, because you would desire to be where Christ is. If any one appreciated me they would like to follow me to where I abide. Where do you think Christ abides? I doubt if you will give me the right answer. Some would say in heaven. That is not the answer I would give. It is clear to me that He abides in the love of God, and that is the place where Christ would invite you to abide. If you say, where dwellest thou? He will say, Come and see, and when you come and see, you will find yourself in the love of God, and if you find yourself in the love of God, the effect will be that holiness will be promoted. Holiness is not by faith but by love. Nothing will promote holiness but the love of God. If you appreciate the One in whom the grace of God has come to you, you will be drawn into the love of God, and the effect will be advance in holiness. I will quote a verse to you which will confirm this. The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us. In that way we are formed by the Spirit of God according to God, so that we may be before God holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight. The prodigal when he was brought back was divested of his rags, and the servants were to clothe him in the best robe, the ring and the shoes, the clothing was to characterise him, so to speak, just as Christ characterises us when we put Him on, and then reconciliation is complete. We are suitable to the eye of the father. That is what God has in view. 

    I trust you have followed me in these steps. I do not think they are difficult to follow. The order in which the parables are put in Luke is an evidence of the divine character of the word of God. You could not alter the order without spoiling all. The attitude of God toward man must be the first thing, the appreciation of Christ the next, and to be suitable to God, for divine complacency, must be the climax. If you are suitable to God, God will have you in His own habitation. Christ not only brings us to where He dwells, but He makes us conscious of the Fathers love, and if the Father loves us He will have us in due season in His own habitation. Why do people go to heaven? Because God loves them. Why did Israel go into the land of promise? Because God loved them. God will satisfy His love. God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Christs desire is that where He is there we may be also. I do not suppose that we often apprehend things in the order in which they are presented in Scripture, but I think God would have us apprehend them in divine order. I do not much mind how a person is converted, so long as the person is converted, but the time will come in our history when things have to be put in divine order in our souls. The more you have things in divine order the more capable you are of using those things for the benefit of others; and therefore the order in which things are presented in Scripture is of the greatest moment, because it is of the Spirit of God; hence the order of the three parables which I have just brought before you. The great thing is the appreciation of Christ. It is a wonderful thought that He is mans neighbour, neighbour to the man who is needy, and He proves that He is neighbour in showing mercy. God is rich in mercy, and Christ has come close to man to be neighbour to him who is needy, and it is of all importance that we should appreciate the neighbour. He has come close to us in the mercy of God. As you sit there, and as I stand here, we are being taken care of by Christ. He will never fail to do it till the moment arrives when we shall need no longer care, and then He comes to take us to Himself, that where He is there we may be also. 

  
    READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (1) (FER 18)

    Colossians 1: 1 - 29

    FERI suppose the ruling thought of the epistle is that of Christ as Head, and in that connection the reconciliation of all things. 

    JPI think you said there is a presentation of Christ peculiar to every epistle. 

    FERYes. We were saying that at Chicago. I think it is a great help to apprehend that in the case of each epistle. 

    JPIt is really the key, I suppose. 

    FERI think it is, just as in the prophets the particular way in which Christ is presented in each prophecy is a key to the understanding of each prophecy. The Spirit of God does not travel over the same ground twice. The same thought applies to the gospels. The light in which Christ is presented in each particular gospel is the key to the understanding of the gospel. One important feature in it is that it goes to make up the completeness of Scripture and in a certain sense the completeness of Christ. 

    JSAI think one can understand it very well if we remember, in the first place, how infinite the presentation of a divine person must be and also that Christ is the substance of all Scripture. 

    CAWould you say the Spirit of God presents Him in Colossians as Head? 

    FERYes; that is insisted on so much in chapter 1. 

    CAI suppose He becomes Head of all things here. 

    FERYes, and Head to the church; but it is as Head over all things that He is Head to the church. You get the same sequence in Ephesians. It is as Head over all things that He is Head to the church. That is what comes out in the first chapter. His being Head of all things is connected with the reconciliation of all things. 

    JPDo you not think we have had in the past somewhat of a limited thought (true enough so far as it went), a limited apprehension of the headship of Christ? One has been apt to view Christ as Head to the body only, whereas He is Head over all things, and it is as Head over all things He is Head to the assembly. 

    FERThat is the way in which Scripture presents things. 

    JSAIf He is Head over all things then reconciliation in a wide aspect must come in. 

    J.A. Who made Him Head? 

    FERHe is divinely appointed. He is constituted Head. He is not a self-made Head, but a divinely appointed Head. 

    GWHJust as Adam was head of this creation. 

    FERYes. 

    CAIn verse 19 it says all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell in Him. 

    FERIt says, by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him. And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 

    EWWould you say that at the present time His headship over all things is not manifested? 

    FERNothing is manifest yet, but we being in the light understand Him as the Head of the assembly. Everything so to speak at the present time lies in mystery. The mystery is made manifest to those who have power to see it, but nothing is manifest except to faith. 

    GWHIt is the day when everything is for faith. 

    FERYes; therefore you get in the New Testament a great deal about the mystery, and the effort of the apostle is that he might make manifest the mystery. The mystery is made manifest to those who are able to see it. Nothing is made manifest to everybody as yet. 

    EWIn the kingdom it will be. 

    FERExactly. But the present time is the time of the mysteries of the kingdom. 

    CAI suppose the believer knows Him as Head only to faith. 

    FEREvidently. 

    JSAI think there are two scriptures which, if put together, make it pretty clear. At the end of Matthew, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth, and in Hebrews, now we see not yet all things put under him. 

    JHCIn the new creation is He manifested as Head through the assembly? 

    FERI think everything will come out in Christ in that way in reconciliation. Everything is brought into reconciliation. 

    JHCWill the manifestation of it be seen then through the assembly? 

    FERI think the manifestation of His headship comes out in the world to come. It is all connected with the age to come, not exactly the thought of creation. Ephesians seems to connect it with the age to come. 

    JPYou are alluding to the tenth verse of the first chapter of Ephesians, are you not? 

    FERYes; and at the end of the chapter (verses 19 - 21), where it is also the coming age that is in view, and in the coming age it will be manifested that everything is under Christ. The coming age is the age of resurrection. That is the great point of the coming age. In the present age death dominates. Sin reigns by death. 

    GWHYou will see life triumph in a scene of death. 

    FERYes; victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. You get sin and the law and death as belonging to this age, but in the age to come it is righteousness and liberty and life; resurrection, do you not see? 

    JHCThe thought to my mind was this, what the position of the assembly and the church would be in the coming age; of course Christ will be the manifested Head of everything then, but will it be through the church? 

    FERYes, I think so. The assembly is His body. The assembly will be the vessel of light in the coming age. It says the nations walk in the light of it. The heavenly city will be the vessel of light in the coming age. That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. It is in the church He shows forth the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 

    JHCThat gives the church a very exalted place. 

    FERYes. And so it has even now in this world. It is Christs body through which Christ is properly seen. At the close of this chapter you get it: Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

    JSAThe idea in your remark is that it is through the body that a man expresses himself. 

    FERYes. A man is known in his body. The body is the vessel. No one is known apart from his body. It is absolutely impossible. There is a sort of pretence going about in the world today, that of thought-reading; that is, to know a man otherwise than through his body, to know him in his thoughts. 

    CAhence you would say the church in the world to come will be the expression of what Christ is. 

    FERYes. It will be the vessel through which Christ will be seen. 

    GAMWhatever comes out of Christ now comes out through the church. 

    FERExactly. 

    GAMThat is, the only display of Christ in this scene now is through the church. 

    FERYes. If the church does not witness to Christ, nothing else does. 

    JAIf He were known as Head there would be more of Him coming out. 

    FERIsrael does not witness to Him now. 

    CAI suppose in the beginning of the Acts you get what the church ought to be as a witness of Christ. 

    FERYes, it comes out there. 

    GWHIn Revelation 3, we get what she is as a false witness. 

    FERI think the witness has become obscure, but the witness is really here. 

    GWHI was referring to Laodicea. 

    FERThe witness is here but has become obscured. For instance, you get the thought of witness in Philadelphia in a kind of way, but it is very much obscured. 

    JSAI suppose until the church is actually taken out of the scene there must be a witness of some kind. 

    FERI suppose so. On account of all the divisions in christendom it makes the witness so obscure. 

    CASo that the church cannot cease to be a witness no matter how obscure it may be. 

    FERBut it may be greatly obscured. There is no doubt about it. 

    GWHReferring to what Mr. A. said, you said once that God never leaves Himself without a witness. 

    FERNo, I do not think He does. Only the witness may be greatly obscured. It is not obscured at all in Christ. He can speak of Himself as the faithful and true witness, but any other witness that has ever been here has been greatly obscured. Take Israel and the church. 

    CAWould you say on account of the church not holding Christ as Head she has become obscured? 

    FERYes, I think so. The witness is to the Head. 

    GWHIn chapter 3, of this epistle I suppose you get the church witnessing according to the mind of God. They are all characterised by love. 

    FERNot only by that, but the word of Christ dwelling in you richly in all wisdom. It is that which has to come out  wisdom. You cannot separate between the thoughts of wisdom and the Head. The word is to dwell in you richly in all wisdom. All the grace of Christ was to come out in the church, but I think the wisdom was to be there instead of philosophy. 

    CADivine intelligence. 

    FERI think the intelligence is the effect of wisdom. I think Christ is wisdom and intelligence, really understanding in regard to christians. It is not that you get understanding and then wisdom, but you get wisdom and then understanding. You continually find that order, even in the book of Proverbs. 

    JPIt is certainly the order of the apostles prayer in this chapter. 

    FERYes; wisdom and understanding. 

    EWThe last clause of verse 6, The grace of God in truth. What is the meaning of that? 

    FERTruth is a very important point because the grace of God is known to us in the way of truth. The grace of God is not known to us in the same way that it will be known in Israel and the world. It is known to us in the way of truth. 

    EWAnd what is the truth? 

    FERChrist is the truth, but I take it truth in the epistles is really a subjective thought. And even in regard of Christ, where Christ is spoken of as truth it is subjective. It is truth in us. 

    JSADo you mean in such a passage as I am the way, the truth, and the life? 

    FERYes; I think that is a subjective thought. What comes to us as light from God really becomes truth in us. The revelation of God is light, but when the revelation of God is accepted, when man is enlightened by the revelation of God, what came to him as light becomes true in him. Then do not you see the effect of truth is that the grace of God is made known to you in truth. The truth comes in really to put everything in order in you. Moral adjustment is brought about, and it is in that moral adjustment that you realise the grace of God. 

    CAWould you say you realise the grace of God through the word? 

    FERI think it is the truth. 

    GLACan the grace of God be known apart from the truth? 

    FERI think it is the effect of the truth. I do not think we realise the grace of God till it has its effect in us by the truth. 

    JPAnd so there is, Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts. 

    FERExactly. And that thought is taken up in Ephesians, having your loins girt about with truth. That means truth morally to be in the inward parts. 

    EWAs the truth is in Jesus. You get that expression. 

    FERYes; but that is what you have learnt. As is true in Jesus. The having put off the old man and having put on the new, which after God is created in righteousness and holiness of truth. 

    GWHWhat do you mean by moral adjustment? The setting apart from the present order of things? 

    FERThat might effect it, but that is not what I would speak of as moral adjustment. It is the setting everything right in the affections. 

    CAIs that reconciliation? 

    FEROh, no! I think grace has reached us in that way, not as it will reach Israel for outward blessing, though it will have the same effect in them. The grace has come in really to bring about moral readjustment in us, and it is in that moral adjustment that we realise grace. 

    GWHThe Lord prays in John 17, Sanctify them through thy truth. 

    FERThat is sanctification, but I think moral adjustment is a greater thought than sanctification. You get all the affections adjusted and put into their proper channel. What you see in this world is people with strong affection, but you will often find that affection comes out in those people in wicked directions. You find that in the woman of Samaria. There was a person capable of strong affection, but the affection was going out in a wicked way, and so it is with half the affection in the world. It is affection going out in a wicked way. Now adjustment comes in to direct affections into the divinely appointed channels. That is where you get moral adjustment, and that is the way the grace of God is to affect us, else we know nothing about the grace of God. 

    GWHI suppose in a way Mary Magdalene had experience of moral adjustment. 

    FERI do not know. 

    JPDoes it not come out in what the apostle speaks of in speaking to these saints? He speaks of their faith in Christ Jesus, that is the light from this Person; but there is another thing, that is, love to all saints. That is the evidence of their moral adjustment. 

    FERThat is the only evidence we can see in a kind of way. A man may say he loves God and loves Christ, but the only evidence is that he loves the saints. 

    ECEWould you not say when Christ was in the world everything in Christ was morally adjusted, and when there is an answer to that there is the moral adjustment. 

    FERI think the unconverted man cannot be adjusted. 

    EWIt is an impossibility to adjust the old man. 

    FERTake the woman of the city who was a sinner. I think everything was put into moral adjustment with her. I have no doubt Christ was the light of God to her; that light exposed everything, but at the same time taking effect, coming in as truth it brought everything into moral adjustment. She was not going to revert to her previous course at all. I have no doubt that she loved God and loved Christ, and she loved the people of God, and so too in regard of everything else. That is, what you may call moral adjustment is brought about, and the affections are directed into divinely appointed channels where affections are directed properly. 

    JPSo the Lord could say to her, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 

    CHKWould you say that all this is wrought by the Holy Spirit? 

    FERYes, because the Spirit is the truth. You must not leave truth out. 

    CHKOne walking in the power of the Spirit, would not that be the natural result? 

    FERBut you will not walk in the power of the Spirit apart from the truth. There is positive power in the truth. 

    EWWould you say that grace and truth are closely allied? 

    FERIt says so. Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

    JSAI think it is an interesting announcement to the woman of Samaria when the Lord says, they that worship Him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

    CATruth is given a very prominent place. 

    FERI think it is a wonderful help to us as to what truth really is, light from God in the soul. There has been a great misconception in christendom and among us as to what truth is. You get an assent to the word of God, but it has not become truth to us unless it is light from God wrought in our souls and then it becomes formative. 

    JSAThe first thing that happened in the physical world after the light came in was the separation between light and darkness. The same is true morally, is it not? 

    FERYes. 

    GWHThe result is that we love the saints, and it is love in the Spirit, I suppose. 

    FERQuite so. 

    JPI think you said that Christ being presented as Head in this epistle necessitated reconciliation. 

    FERI think it is in that connection that God takes everything up  that everything is brought into divine complacency. That is the thought of reconciliation. That is the divine thought of it, that everything may be brought into divine complacency, and that is all brought about in Christ. 

    ECEIn the age to come there will be a manifestation of that, an answer to all that is brought out in this chapter. 

    FERI think so. 

    ECEThere is no answer to it now. 

    FEROnly in the church. 

    ECEIn what way will it become a subjective thing then? 

    FERIn verses 18 to 22 evidently the reconciliation of all things is contemplated. To reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. The vessel of reconciliation is there. Christ is the vessel of reconciliation. What it requires is for everything to be brought into reconciliation to Christ. 

    ECEI get it from what Mr. A. said about the light being separated from the darkness, that in one sense we have the separation. Now the idea of reconciliation implies a complete adjustment which does not exist today. In what way will it be brought about? 

    FERI think it will all be brought in in Christ. We get another thought coming out in connection with the Lord, that is, the subjugation of all evil. He has power to put down all evil, but then there is another thought, and that is subduing all things to Himself. Our bodies will be changed into the likeness of His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself; so you get the resurrection of the saints, then you get the subjugation of Israel. That is the separation which is brought about in the case of Israel. There will be the true Israel, and separation brought about, and thus separation among the nations, because all the nations are brought down to the valley of decision, 

    and they are all judged in a kind of way. What is manifestly and avowedly and evidently contrary to Christ comes under judgement, but all other is subdued, so the Spirit of God is poured out on all flesh. Christ is the Head of the nations, a light for the revelation of the gentiles, and He is the Head of the nations. Everything is brought into subjection, so it is in that way that every thing is brought into reconciliation. In the very fact of its being brought into subjugation to Christ it is brought into reconciliation. That is the way in which all will be effected, beyond all manner of doubt. You get on the one hand divine power and authority to put down all the evil, that is what avowedly and evidently opposes. That is the character of things where judgement comes in, but then all else is really brought into subjection. 

    ECEAnd in Gods view this moral adjustment has already been brought about in the believer. 

    FERIt has been brought about if it has been brought about. That is Gods thought in regard to the believer, and the power to bring it about is there. Its being brought about in us depends on the place which the truth has in us. It is only brought about by the truth. 

    CAYou were saying adjustment is brought about in the saints now morally, and in the age to come it is brought about literally. 

    FERIt will be manifested in power. That is what God will bring about  the reconciliation of all things, things in heaven and things on earth. Not only things on earth but things in heaven. All are brought into divine complacency. All is to be maintained in unity. Christ becomes the common bond that will hold every part of the system together. He is before all things and by Him all things subsist. That is, they are held together. Christ is the common bond and everything will be held together in Christ, else the whole thing would be disjointed. Take the condition of Europe, for instance. You get a great many States in Europe, and you remember the great Napoleon, who was a type of antichrist, sought to subdue all these States to himself. He was bitterly opposed to England, and he thought of subduing Europe to himself and of bringing down England, but he did not quite succeed. Then the power of Napoleon dropped, and Europe went back to different States. You get countries like Germany and Russia, but then there is no common bond. 

    CAChrist will become the Sun of righteousness then. 

    FERHe becomes the bond that holds all things together. The entire system is held together in unity. That is the divine thought, and if that be not true you must be content to go on with the world as it is, because whatever men may do they will never find anything to hold men together in a common bond. 

    GWHThey may have union, but they will not have unity. 

    FERThey may have union but they will not bring about unity. Then when they get antichrist, there is another great head in the world, and that is the great northern power; the great northern power in opposition to the antichrist. Antichrist will be a great power. He will exercise all the authority of the Roman emperor, but then there is another great power that will not be subject to the antichrist, and that is the power of the north, so it is a great mistake to suppose that antichrist is going to subdue all things to himself. 

    JPHe will have a wonderful power within a given scope. 

    FERBut at the same time there is also another great power on earth. But then when Christ comes the first thing that He deals with is Babylon. Babylon is broken to pieces at His coming, but after that He deals with the power on earth. 

    And it is the character of divine dealings that nothing is put right on earth till all is right in heaven. A good general would not move out his extremities till he had things right at his base. So it is in regard of the Lord. Till things are right in heaven He does not put things right on earth. That is all brought out in the Revelation. The first thing there is the catching up of the man-child to the throne, and the next thing is war in heaven, not war on earth, and the power of evil cast out of heaven and no place found for Satan there, and then he comes down to get a great time on earth and gives his power to the beast, but there is no more place for him in heaven. Michael and his angels fight against the devil and his angels, and there is no place found for him. Then the devil comes to earth in a great rage and then you get a terrific conflict here on earth. You get the binding together of the tares in bundles. You get the last phase of the great Roman power, and the harlot, and the power on earth and all that kind of thing. They are all engaged, but it soon comes to an end. 

    CAI was going to say that everything here is disjointed. 

    FERThere is no power in the universe that can hold things together but Christ. That is what will mark the world to come. Every part of the system is held together in unity because Christ is the one bond. He is Head of the church, He is Head of the entire heavenly company. He is Head of the nations. He is Head of Israel. It is like a series of circles, one circle within another, but then Christ is the centre of every circle, because if you have a series of concentric circles one is the centre of all the others. 

    GWHAnd all the circles at that time will be in their proper relation to the centre. Referring to what you were saying, heaven is as badly off as earth is at this time. 

    FERNo; that will not do. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

    GWHI was thinking there is to be war in heaven. 

    FERThere is evil in heaven, but evil is not dominant, and it is dominant here upon earth, and that will be still more marked than it is now. 

    JSAThere is a passage in Acts 3 about the times of restitution of all things, but it says a little earlier, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord, and he shall send Jesus. It is a time when everything is brought into blessing and refreshment. 

    GWHWould you not say the heavens are defiled? 

    FERI think they are. There will not only be a new earth but a new heaven. 

    JHCWhat do you mean by the heavens? 

    FERI take it there is an unseen world, and that unseen world is spoken of as heaven, and then that unseen world is the abode of God, that is, the heaven of heavens. I take it the heavens is an expression used to convey to us the thought of the unseen world. 

    JHCWhat you might call the spirit world. 

    FERI do not know what you might call it, but it is the unseen world. 

    JHCI suppose it is inhabited by spirits, because we have good spirits and evil spirits. 

    FERQuite so. 

    GWHThere is spiritual wickedness. 

    FERBut we must not speak too much about it, because that is prying into the things that are unseen. Scripture speaks of them only in their relation to earth. 

    CAIs not Scripture taken up mostly with the earth? 

    FERI think it is, but then it does teach us this, that earth is affected largely by the influence of the heavens. 

    CAThen you get the expression the kingdom of heaven. 

    JSAAnd in the right state of things the earth and the heavens are in perfect accord. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, and in the world to come they are again in accord. 

    CAWould not that be reconciliation when they are in perfect accord? 

    FERI could not say that. Reconciliation really brings all things under Christ. 

    JHCThe thought to my mind in speaking about the ages to come, a little while previously, was that of all these circles Christ will be the Head of each, but the nearest concentric circle will be the church. 

    FERThat is true. 

    ECECan we have a conception of the ages to come subjectively? 

    FERScripture gives you light enough about it. 

    ECEIt becomes an objective thought. 

    FERI think we can have an idea of what it will be subjectively. 

    PAESWhat would you say is the power by which Christ subjugates everything to Himself? 

    FERWhat is the power by which He subjugated you? 

    PAESLove. 

    FERWell, He has done it by some power. The church is a witness of what He can do. He is going to change these bodies of our humiliation and fashion them like unto the body of His glory according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself. And He is subjugating to God that which was disorderly and unruly and contrary and perverse. I daresay you were none too complacent. 

    JSAEnemies in your mind by wicked works. 

    ECEYou spoke a little while ago about the readjustment of things. 

    FERI think mans idea is not really unity, it is the holding of things down by some kind of iron power. The way in which Christ subjugates all things to Himself is different. The great thought of the head is wisdom  that is the idea in Scripture  and I think the way that Christ subjugates all things to Himself is by bringing every part of the system under His moral influence. That will be completely effected in the church and the heavenly company, and in the world to come heaven will exercise a most profound influence over earth, because there will be an immense body in heaven who will be completely in accord with Christ morally, and they will exercise a most profound influence on earth, and even on earth there will be a great company of people entirely subject to Christ. Israel will be subject to Christ, and there are other companies on earth who will be completely subject to Christ and they will exercise a most profound influence on earth. So too the nations are brought more or less under the influence of Christ. In that way Christ subjugates all things to Himself. 

    JSAIf you get moral unity it will last, but if you get any other kind of unity it will not last. Many a man can see things wrong without being able to put things right. 

    ECEThere is recognition of things being wrong around us. 

    CAWould you say that everything is brought into subjection through love? That would be a contrast to man, who would seek to bring things into subjection by law. 

    FERYes; but they do not go to the root of the matter, because there are certain principles at work, and always will be at work; the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, which cannot be rooted out. Supposing everything in America were brought down to one common level, you could not root out the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, and all that sort of thing would soon bring about a change. What I can see at the same time is that Christ brings in an entirely overpowering influence. A vast deal will depend on heaven and the influence that heaven will exercise, but there will be an overpowering influence on earth; and there is another thing  the condition of things will be so entirely changed, that the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life will have very little scope. 

    EWMr. S. asked what the power was that subjugated to Christ. Is it the same power that holds in subjection? 

    FERI do not think people in that day will go after statues and pictures and all that kind of thing. I do not think they will be less intelligent than they are now, but more intelligent; but intelligence will go in entirely different directions, and they will not run after the mere gratification of taste. 

    GMBReal intelligence will be dependent on regulated affection. 

    FERI think so. There will be great intelligence, but it will take moral lines. 

    GBMIt could not take moral lines now because of the maladjustment of the affections. 

    FERYes. 

    GWHI suppose the thing for us now is to increase in the knowledge of God. 

    FERAnd the apprehension of Christ as the centre of a system. Christ is the centre of a system; and then there is another important point, and that is what comes out strongly in this epistle, namely, to understand the ground on which God has placed everything, that is resurrection. 

    CAI suppose we would not get on far in our souls unless we are clear as to that point. 

    FERHe is the first-born from the dead. If He is the first-born from the dead, everything must be placed on the ground of resurrection. 

    CAThat in all things He might have the pre-eminence. 

    FERIt is on the ground of resurrection. 

    CAHence you would say God is working in that sphere now. 

    FERAnd all outside of that is on the ground of death. 

    ECEIn regard to this question of art. Would you say that in itself it is not harmful? 

    FERBut it all leads to the admiration of man, and people are taken up with genius, but the curious thing about genius is that it is something out of proportion. 

    CAReally there is nothing for the believer this side of resurrection. 

    FERNo; but what I would like is for christians to see through these things. There is something morally out of gear where they do not. I would like to see a great many pictures, but then I would like moral pictures. I like things with some moral beauty, and there cannot be any moral beauty in the finest work that ever was painted. I would like to see a picture where there is perfect moral beauty. 

    CAAnd that is what God is looking for. 

    JHCI would like to ask before closing what do you understand by the power on earth in opposition to antichrist? 

    FERI think it is all the great power that the Lord crushes when He comes. It is the power of the Assyrian, and the power behind the Assyrian. 

  
    READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (2) (FER 18)

    Colossians 1: 21 - 29; Colossians 2: 1 - 19

    GWHPaul in writing to the Colossians speaks of them as though they had been reconciled, but were they in the good of reconciliation? 

    FERIt is provisional. They were reconciled provisionally. It is conditional. If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister. You could not exactly speak of it absolutely. 

    JPIf it was spoken of absolutely there would be no if. 

    FERNo; I think that must be the case. It can only reach to that as long as we are down here. The thing is true in a kind of way and yet it does not leave out the necessity of continuance on our part. 

    GWHContinuance is the true test as to whether we are in the good of a thing. 

    FERI think so. It is the test. We never cease to be tested as long as we are down here. Who are kept by the power of God through faith. It is through faith. 

    JPSpeaking of reconciliation here being provisional, I heard you say, too, that in Romans 11 the world is reconciled in a provisional sense. 

    FERYes. It speaks of it in that way. If the casting away of them [the Jews] be the reconciling of the world. It seems that the world has come into reconciliation. You get an equivalent thought at the end of this chapter, not reconciliation exactly, but what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the gentiles. It is Christ in you the hope of glory. It is Christ really among the gentiles the hope of glory, so then he goes on to add, Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man. 

    The present moment is a peculiar moment in regard to the gentiles, for the casting off of the Jew has become the reconciling of the world. Now you have, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory, that is in the gentiles the hope of glory. To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

    CAThen it is not individually Christ in you. 

    FERNo. It is Christ in the gentiles. 

    JSAIf I understand you it is rather the general character of that which is seen, than the application of it to individuals. 

    FERI think so. 

    CHKI presume the mystery refers to what we had before us this morning. 

    FERHe tells you what it is, Christ in you the hope of glory. 

    JPIt is a mystery, because it does not belong to the public ways of God. 

    FERNo; the more natural thing was Israel among the gentiles. 

    JPYes, but Christ is the Anointed. 

    FERGods thought was that Israel were to be like the dew from heaven. They were the vessel of Gods testimony among the gentiles and a separate people to be dew from the Lord among the gentiles. 

    JPAnd that is not a mystery. 

    FERNo; it is that which will come to pass. 

    JPSo that in the world to come there will be no mystery, but Christ will be known then in connection with His earthly people. 

    FERYes. Israel will be a blessing in the midst of the nations. I think God has ordained them for that, but the peculiar thing is this, the casting off of the Jew in the present moment is the reconciling of the world. What explains that is the position of Christ now in regard to the world and the testimony. Christ is the Head of every man, and now what we get here is this, Christ in you the hope of glory. 

    JPAnd hence if we see that the world is reconciled, it is a wonderful thing, because it gives you an idea of the character of the present moment, an accepted time, a day of salvation, and God is not dealing in judgement with men now. 

    FERNo. It is Christ in you the hope of glory. 

    JSAI think your remark at Rochester may be helpful. We have an idea often that the death of Christ has brought the world under judgement, but the world as it is presented here is brought into reconciliation provisionally. 

    JPGod was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself. 

    JASo they might freely hear and accept the glad tidings. 

    GWHWould you not say then that the world is resting under judgement now? 

    FERThat is not the way Scripture speaks of things. 

    JPBut you have to distinguish between the world system and the people. 

    FERYes; I think so. You can speak of the world in the sense of its being the nations, that is, the people in distinction from the Jew. That is how Scripture often speaks of the world, but I think the world system is judged, it is exposed; that is the meaning of the word judged. For instance, if a thing is exposed for you it is judged. All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. If that is what the world presents to me, it is judged. 

    JPGod so loved the world could not be the world system. 

    GWHAnd so in John 9, For judgement I am come into this world, I suppose means I am come to expose things. 

    FERHe did not come to expose exactly, but it is the necessary consequence of His coming into the world that everything was exposed. 

    CAYou have said that Christ coming into the world brought everything to an issue. 

    FEREverything was exposed. 

    JPThat was the consequence of His being here, not the purpose. God sent not his Son into the world, to condemn the world: but that the world through him might be saved. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light. 

    CHKWould you say judgement comes in on the one who does not believe? He that believeth not has been already judged. 

    FERHe is tested. 

    CHKI mean the judgement would come on the individual who really disbelieved. 

    FERIn result it will. 

    JPIn result; that is important. 

    GWHBut it is after death the judgement. 

    FERYes, individually. 

    JSASo while there is life there is hope in that sense. 

    CAReally the present dispensation brought in no such thought as judgement. 

    FERThat does not appear to be the character of the dispensation. The apostle insists that now is an accepted time, a day of salvation. That does not look like a time of judgement. So you get here the thought of Christ in you the hope of glory. That does not look like judgement. Then the apostle adds immediately, whom we preach. 

    CAWould you say a little on that, as to what is the hope of glory. 

    FERI think the hope of glory is that the glory is coming in. It is really heralded by Christ being among the gentiles. 

    GWHIt takes the character of hope because it is not revealed. 

    FERQuite so. 

    CAIt will be revealed in the ages to come. 

    FERYes. It is the hope of glory. Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, and Christ among the gentiles is the hope of glory. 

    JHCAt the present time grace is reigning. 

    FERThat is the thought at the present time. That is what is really true to faith. It is not true in a public way quite, but it is what faith apprehends. 

    GWHAnd grace and judgement could hardly be operative at the present time. 

    FERNo. 

    CHKThen you could not preach in the gospel that men are under judgement. 

    FERI think it is a mistake to say so. 

    CHKThat is, the world is under judgement and the Holy Spirit is gathering men out. 

    FERBut if you preach that you are bound to substantiate it. How would you do that from Scripture? 

    CHKNow is the judgement of this world. 

    FERThat is true. To one who has the Spirit, the world is judged and the prince of this world is cast out. I am afraid to speak about myself, but I think that is true about me. I judge this world, and the prince of this world is cast out to me. I think that with the believer who has divine perception this world is judged. I see its character and judge it, and the prince of this world has no more power over me. His power is broken. I judge the world system. It looks beautiful to the man of the world, but if a christian can judge the character of it it is judged to him. That is what I think it means. 

    JPIs not that the substance of the scripture in John 16, where the Lord says, speaking of the Spirit coming, He will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgement? 

    FERYes. By whom is it judged? By the one who has the Spirit. If you can know the character of a person, at all events to you that person is judged, and so the prince of this world is judged to us. 

    JPAnd it is a great thing practically. 

    FERJohn uses the word judged in an essentially moral sense, not in a judicial sense. For judgement I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 

    CAI think we have made a mistake in that word judgement, in thinking it meant wrath. 

    FERNot with John. It is used in a more moral sense. 

    JPThere is a passage in John 3: 36, wrath, but that is in result, as Mr. Raven said. 

    ECEThe idea of grace and judgement could be harmonised in distinguishing between the individual and the system. The truth involves an exposing of this world, and through the exposing a way comes in for us to get out of it. There would certainly be the concurrent action of grace and judgement. 

    FERWhen you come out of a thing at all events it is judged for you. 

    JSAI think many of us have long failed to understand John 16 from not seeing that particular point, that conviction is in the mind of the believer as to the world. 

    FERWe use the word judge in that sense very often. We often say, speaking of a person, He has never judged himself. Some particular person who has been prone to something or other. That expression is very common amongst us. 

    Now to go back, I think it is extremely important to understand the character of the present moment. It is a peculiar moment and to understand the character of it is very important. 

    JPI suppose one could hardly preach the gospel with any intelligence unless in some way one understood the character of the present moment. 

    FERI think the truth is this, that Christ has come in as last Adam in virtue of redemption, and that has altered the entire position of things. You must allow Christ place as last Adam. As the last Adam He is the Head of every man, if He be the last Adam, and hence that must have some effect on the general condition of things. I presume that is certain. 

    CAThe Scripture says He is the Head of every man. That is in connection with the church. 

    FERNo, it is in the widest sense. But the effect of Christ coming in as the Head of every man alters the whole position, because man in a kind of way is taken up for the moment afresh in Christ. That is the truth of things, I think. It does not say the judgement of God which is toward all, it is the righteousness of God which is toward all, so by one righteousness the free gift of life came towards all men unto justification of life. That shows that Christ stands in relation to all men. 

    JPSo the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared. 

    FERAnd God will have all men to be saved in that way. I think it is a great mistake to preach that the present moment is a moment of wrath, except in regard to the Jew, and he is a standing witness of the wrath of God, but beyond that it is a mistake to preach that men are under the wrath of God. 

    JPIt is in regard to the Jew that the apostle said by the Spirit, Wrath is come upon them to the uttermost. 

    GWHAt the same time you would not say that the grace of God is confined to the gentile, and would not reach the Jew now. 

    FERGod may do that, as lost in the world, but the very fact of the Jew being lost in the world is a proof of the wrath of God. The wrath of God is governmental. So governmentally the wrath of God is on the Jew, and yet I could understand a Jew being converted. He is simply looked at as being lost in the midst of the world, in the sea of gentiles, and while they have become engulfed in the sea of the gentiles, it is possible that a Jew might be converted. 

    JPBut that would not be in the sense of a Jew. It is the time of their being cast away, and the time will come when the Jew as the Jew will be received. 

    FERBut they are received on that ground now, that is, as being lost in the world. 

    CAI think they can only come in on that ground now. 

    FERYes. I think any special mission to the Jews now is a great mistake. 

    PAESWould you mind praying for the peace of Jerusalem? 

    FERIf I did I would pray for the peace of the church. That is the only Jerusalem now. 

    JHCI was struck with verse 27, how the grace of God comes out there. God would make known to the gentiles. It seems to be the over-abounding grace of God. 

    FERYes. So the apostle says, Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom: that we may present every man perfect in Christ. It is a most remarkable expression. 

    JPIt would be pretty difficult to put any limitation on that expression, every man. 

    FERYes. I do not think it is intended to limit it at all. 

    JSAThere is another thought we have had more than once elsewhere, and that is what God has in His mind for every man, and it is only as you come into the light of it that there is any difference. 

    FERYou see the mountain has been cast into the midst of the sea. If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove. That is what has come to pass. The mountain has been removed. The faith of the apostles did that. 

    JPWhat do you understand by the mountain? 

    FERI think the testimony of God and the power that was connected with Gods testimony has been removed. It is no longer centred in Jerusalem. It has been removed and cast into the midst of the sea. The body of Christ is among the gentiles, Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

    JPThe testimony is there, and the oracles are there maintained in divine power. 

    FERThat is the first epistle to the Corinthians. The temple and the body among the gentiles. 

    JPSo you would not go in now for a delegation to be sent to Jerusalem. 

    FERNo. The Lord said in regard to the apostles, If ye had faith ... it should obey you. I think the apostles failed a bit. Their disposition was to remain in Jerusalem. They had to be moved out of it by persecution, and God came in and raised up a special witness in the person of Paul, really to carry the mountains into the sea. 

    JASo the twelve had really no faith toward the gentiles. 

    FERI think they failed. That was Mr. Darbys thought. They were too much disposed to stick to Jerusalem. 

    JPI suppose the best you could say about them was that in Galatians they consented to it in a way, in the ministry of Paul. 

    FERThe Lord had said they were to be witnesses in Jerusalem and Samaria and to the ends of the earth. They seemed reluctant to go out in that way, and then the Lord raised up Paul. 

    JPIt shows certain persons may fail to accept the privilege given to them, but at the same time the Lord does not give up His thoughts. That is, they go out to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

    FERYes. He was not bound to the twelve. 

    JHCDo you not think the tendency is to narrow things down with us? God is large and we are small. 

    FERHave you found that out? I have very much the same kind of thought. 

    GAMYou get the thought sometimes that God is tied up to us. 

    FERBut you get painfully undeceived. 

    JHCWhat do you mean by us? 

    CAI suppose it has been said that such a person thinks he cannot be done without. 

    FERYou have to find you can be done without. 

    CAThat was the case in connection with the twelve. 

    FERThe great thing is to go on with God, not to expect God to go on with us. People make that mistake often. God will hardly go on with you if you do not go on with God. 

    CAI suppose Enoch would be an illustration of that. 

    FERQuite so. 

    JHCThat is very individual. 

    FERAs a matter of fact, service was always individual. I object to a great many things going on in the present day. I do not like to see half a dozen men in the present day who profess to be evangelists, all preaching the one after the other. 

    JPA sort of evangelistic combination. 

    FERExactly. 

    JHCYou mean by that there is a kind of dependence on one another. 

    FERI do not think men ought to combine on any particular service. He that teacheth is to wait on his teaching. Whatever gift a man has as from the Lord, he himself is to carry that out on his own responsibility from the Lord. 

    CAWould you say then that service is entirely individual? It is not that you would object to a little Philippian fellowship on the part of the gospel. 

    FERI think that is from the saints. What I mean is men of any particular gift combining together for service. 

    JHCWould not that be forming an organisation like those in system. 

    FERIt looks uncommonly like it. 

    JPIt really comes to the forming of a clique. 

    JSAI think the expression has been used a gospel campaign. 

    FERI do not believe in that kind of thing at all. It is not the scriptural way of carrying out service. 

    CHKWould you say a brother who has a gift is responsible to go and use it? 

    FERLet him go and exercise it. He does not want to go on and consult with other people. You are not even dependent on your brethren. 

    CAWhat is the point in chapter 2: 2, 3, That their hearts might be comforted, ... in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge? 

    FERIt is the point of the apostles conflict. He says, I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, so it includes us, because we have not seen his face in the flesh, that their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God ... in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. The apostle desired that for the saints for their establishment, and to preserve them from the influences that were coming in, and by which they were liable to be affected. 

    JPI suppose the force of the word comfort is really encourage. 

    FERExactly. Being knit together in love, that is the first great thing, but unto the full assurance of understanding. That is the great point. 

    JPI have been greatly struck with that. The secret of saints being encouraged is that the saints be knit together in love. You will not find the one without the other. 

    CAI suppose love should be our common bond. 

    FERIt is spoken of as the bond of perfectness. But then you want that, and at the same time you want what is spoken of afterwards  the full assurance of understanding. That is, that the saints may not be dogmatical. If they have not the full assurance of understanding they are dogmatical. 

    CAWhat do you mean by dogmatical? 

    FERThey get creeds and statements, and rest entirely on statements, and so on, if they have not the full assurance of understanding. 

    JPAnd they are not always Scripture statements. Like the new nature, and others. There is no scripture for that. 

    GBMThe repeated reformation of creeds suggests a cloudiness of mind. 

    FERWhat struck me about creeds ten years ago, when we had some trouble, was, that the orthodox statement which was then promulgated was taken out of the Athanasian creed. 

    ECEWe do not need to be instructed as to what is dogmatic, but as to what is the full assurance of understanding. 

    GWHBut I suppose there is a divine order in this, love and then understanding. 

    FERI think so. 

    GWHIt is love which edifies. 

    JSAAnd the church in Acts 2 had not had much dogmatic teaching, and yet we have not improved on them much in principle. 

    FERI think as to what H. was saying, if there is the allowance of anything that is not according to love it is a great hindrance to understanding. Any such sentiment that is allowed or sanctioned or encouraged is a great hindrance to people. 

    CHKYou would not look at that as one of the weights the apostle speaks of. 

    FERNo. If you cherish any sentiment of the flesh you will not find that you will get much understanding. If thine eye be single thy whole body shall be full of light. That is the principle. 

    JSAMy judgement is just; because I seek not mine own will. 

    FERYes. You want to get rid of all cloudiness which comes in by the allowing of sentiments of the flesh. 

    Otherwise you will not get the full assurance of understanding. 

    JPIt is a great point to be reached evidently, because look at what the apostle was going through really that the saints might reach it. All that he was going through was with that in view. 

    ECEThe use of the word assurance means that when this takes place, instead of saying you are it, you are it. That is assurance. 

    FERQuite so. I think it is an immense thing in divine things to understand things. It is not simply that you take up statements of Scripture, but the point is to understand them. 

    GWHI suppose that is what Paul had in mind in writing to Timothy, Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. 

    FERExactly. It is a great thing to understand the mystery. It is difficult to understand a system of philosophy. No one ever did except the person who wrote it, and I do not know how much he understood it. 

    JPThere are many beautiful expressions in Proverbs, All the words of my mouth are in righteousness: there is nothing froward or perverse in them. They are all plain to him that understandeth. 

    FERYes. And I think to get an apprehension of the way in which God is going to evolve a moral universe out of chaos and confusion, is a wonderful thing. That is what the mystery is. 

    GAMIt is a wonderful thing for the soul to get any light on that. 

    FERI think so. Christ has come in to that end, and the explanation of it all is really Christ, and it is in that sense He is the wisdom of God. I think wisdom really means resource, and Christ is the resource of God to bring to pass what I have spoken of. That is, to bring into existence out of the chaos and confusion in the present world, a universe in which God will be glorified. Christ is the One by whom it is accomplished, hence He is the wisdom and the power of God. 

    JSAJust in that sense you understand the following verse, In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge? 

    FERQuite so. I have no doubt when the apostle wrote here he had before him the system of the Greek philosophy, all the ideas of commonwealth and the regenerating of society, etc. They had that before them, but it is all cobwebs because it never did come to anything. It has been tried and plenty of it, but it all comes to nothing; the fact is this, in the mystery of God are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. God will evolve it because He has power, but the philosopher does not exercise any power. 

    ECEWould you say that is going on now? Then the idea is if that is going on now we cannot separate the idea of judgement from the process. 

    FERThere is the necessity of judgement in a kind of way. But it is not part of the positive work of God. 

    CAI suppose what the apostle strove for was that the saints should be in the light of the world to come. 

    FERYes. But it is the wisdom by which the world to come is brought about. 

    CAThat brings in the thought of the Person. 

    FERYes; the thought of Christ. 

    GWHReferring to what you were saying, I suppose the great proof that philosophy is a sham and a fallacy is that there is no moral effect produced. 

    FERI think so. I believe any real state of happiness for man must be dependent on Gods revelation to man and Gods thought in regard to man. There would be no happiness apart from that. 

    GWHIf a christian studies philosophy he is in a bad business, is he not? 

    FERI think so. 

    JHCIf a man has any spiritual understanding, philosophy is as dry as dust to him. 

    FERI think it is dry as dust to people who have any spiritual understanding. My point in regard to it is this, that philosophy is quite powerless. It is not a gospel. 

    JHCIt is a dead thing. 

    FERIt is dead speculation. 

    GBMIt also fails to recognise the source of the maladjustment of things. I remember reading Spencer, and he presents what are the causes of evil in the world, and the word sin was not there. He knew nothing about it. 

    FERAnd if you put another word in the place of sin it really shows where they are, that is lawlessness. They are all lawless. They are not in an orbit. A man who is lawless cannot account for anything. 

    GWHI suppose the Colossians were in danger of being spoiled by this, and Christ as the true wisdom is brought in to counteract things. 

    FERYes. 

    JSAI think there is another thing that comes in, namely, that it is enlarging to the mind and thought of a moral being to have some apprehension of the mystery of God  infinitely more so than any philosophy could be. 

    GWHPhilosophy is all based on the wisdom of the world, I suppose, and that is foolishness with God. 

    FERYes. 

    CHKWould you say that love is the channel that leads men into the treasures spoken of? 

    FERI think love is the foundation and that on which you are founded. You get a solid foundation, rooted and grounded in love, and one very great effect of love is that it enlarges. There is great enlargement in love. 

    CHKIt is the essential foundation of christianity. 

    FERYes; it says, being rooted and grounded in love. 

    CHKIt often gets to a kind of sentiment among us. 

    CAWould you say that love gives capacity for understanding? 

    FERIt is like a rock. We are rooted and grounded in it. You get stability and you get enlargement. 

    JPAnd there is such a thing as saints being straitened in their own bowels, and they need to be enlarged. 

    JSAAnd the word quoted proves that, rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height. 

    CHKMr. P., what do you mean by being straitened? 

    JPI suppose the bowels is a term for the affections. He longed for the Philippian saints in the bowels of Jesus Christ. The Corinthians were straitened in their own bowels. 

    FERBut the accomplishment of redemption, the grace of God coming in by Christ to take up the liabilities under which men were, so that of necessity Christ must come out in resurrection; because I think it is a very important point in regard of Christ that resurrection is inherent. You see you get the accomplishment of redemption and Christ coming out in resurrection according to necessity, and everything being brought into accord with Christ on that ground seems to me to be wonderful wisdom. 

    JPYou mean by inherent, resurrection of necessity; what the apostle states when he says, it was not possible that he should be holden of it. 

    FERYes. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 

    JPThat was the great blunder of Satan, was it not? 

    FERYes; but do you not see, all the liabilities removed and the effect of it, a risen Christ and everything brought into accord with Christ on the platform of resurrection, and of necessity the powers of evil are all dispossessed. That is how God works to bring a moral universe out of the chaos and confusion. But you may depend upon it the whole secret of it is incarnation. The Son of God becomes Man with ability to accomplish redemption, and resurrection is inherent in Him, so that if He goes into death, He must of necessity come out of it. But then He comes out of it and everything is brought into accord with it, and Satan and sin and death find themselves outside. 

    JPSo He is declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead. 

    FERYes. He subdues everything to Himself; and the powers of evil are outside. They have all their full place in the present world, but the moment you get to a risen Christ they are all outside. 

    CAYou would say then that everything has been established for God in a risen Christ. 

    FERYes. Christ must suffer and must rise again. That is the point in all the Scriptures. That is wisdom or resource on the part of God. 

    CAThat would leave us as a redeemed people, quite clear. 

    FERYes. So in the next chapter we are risen with Him. We are on that platform with him. And hence you are outside the region of sin and death and Satans power. 

    ECEYou were giving elsewhere the illustration of the lifting of a mortgage. 

    FERYes. The whole inheritance of men was under encumbrance. The point was to save the inheritance for God. That is what came to pass in redemption. God came forward; and there is another point, and that is, it is only the owner of the property that could take up the encumbrance. No man could do it, unless he was the owner of the property, therefore it is only the Creator who can take up the encumbrance, and that is what God has done. The devil did not know it, but really to crucify the Son of God was only to accomplish Gods purposes, because resurrection was inherent in Him, and Christ in resurrection is outside of everything. 

    JPThrough death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. 

    GAMAnd deliver. That is where his loss came in. Not only that death did not hold Christ, but that others came in in resurrection. 

    FERJust as you get in the next chapter, ye are risen with him. 

    JHCIt puts one in mind of that hymn, O Bright and blessed scenes, where sin can never come. (64:1) There is nothing in that scene but the love of God. 

    JSABut everything is really involved in the Son of God becoming Man and going into death. 

    JPA divine Person becoming Man. 

    FERThat is the eighth chapter of Proverbs, really. 

    PAESThe rights of God could not have been met had His mercy not been behind it. 

    FERBut mercy is a right of God. 

    JPMr. A. said in one of the meetings, God had said long ago, I will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 

    FERIt is an important point to recognise that mercy is a right of God. 

    ECEReferring, as you were a little while ago, to the inheritance, we are looked upon as Gods inheritance. 

    FERBut liability has come in on the inheritance. Who could take up the liabilities? 

    GWHThe Owner of the inheritance. 

    JSAAnd that is what you have here, all things were created by him, and for him. 

    FERIt is only an illustration, but that is the general principle in the Old Testament. It was only the one to whom the inheritance belonged who could take up the encumbrance. 

    ECEYou get that in the treasure hid in the field, do you not? 

    FERIt is perfectly certain that men are Gods inheritance, and another thing is equally certain, that men had come under liabilities. Then I say it is equally certain to me that men could not relieve themselves of their liabilities, and no one had any title whatever to relieve men of their liabilities with the exception of God Himself. 

    JHCThat is where the rights of Gods mercy come I want to get clear about the mystery. The mystery is the church, and it is that which is the depositary of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

    FERNo; I would not say the mystery is the church exactly; I do not think that. 

    JPIt is not put that way. It is the mystery of God, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

    JSAAnd you get in Revelation 10: 7, the mystery of God should be finished. That would not be true of the church. 

    FERI think the church is the present item of the mystery, but the mystery is a large thought. 

    GWHIt is the whole range of His counsels. 

    FERYes; His counsels in Christ. That is what the mystery takes in. 

    GWHAnd it is His counsels not revealed in any other age. 

    FERThere were hints in the Old Testament of the mystery of God, but there was no hint of the church, although you can see certain figures of it now. 

    GWHIt is then that in those counsels of God are found the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

    FERQuite so. 

    JSAAt the present time it is in the church that the manifestation of the wisdom of God is to be discerned. 

    GWHAnd in the world to come the heavenly city will take place. 

    FERYes. 

    CAThe mystery is spoken of in two different ways in chapter 1: 27, and 2: 2. 

    FERYou see, if you get the mystery as a thing existing, which is made known, it is the church, but if you go back into the will of God in what is the mystery of His will, you must take in the whole thing, all that is in the mind of God. There is nothing else existing at the present time in relation with Christ except the church. Therefore the church in that sense is the mystery. You get that brought out in Ephesians 1, he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him, but that is looked at abstractly as the will of God, not looked at as an existing fact. If you look at it as an existing fact, it is the church, it is Christ in you the hope of glory. That is where Christ is among the gentiles, but the way He is among the gentiles is by His body. He is not here personally. When the Lord was here upon earth it was Christ among the Jews. The kingdom of God is in the midst of you. Now He is among the gentiles. He is among the gentiles by His body. 

    CAAnd the mystery of the church is a present thing, while the mystery in the abstract takes in the whole thing. 

    JPSo the Lord could say to Paul, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 

    PCRDid Paul learn the mystery of God in the third heavens? 

    FERI think the great interest of Paul going to the third heavens is that there are things in heaven which you cannot know upon earth. 

    CAI suppose the only thing we can enter into is in relation to the earth. 

    FERExcept the knowledge of God. 

    GAMWe get light from God as to the world to come. 

    FERBut the world to come is not heaven. 

    GAMNo; I see we cannot go to what is in heaven, but we have light for the earth and the world to come. 

    GWHEven about the eternal state there is very little said. 

    PAESWhy does verse 6 come in? As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. 

    FERThat is taken up in the previous chapter. It is a sort of parenthesis. It is from chapter 1: 27 to 2: 5. 

  
    THE BODY DESCRIPTIVE OF THE HEAD (FER 19)

    Colossians 1: 18 - 29; Romans 16: 25, 26

    We have had a good bit to say about the body of Christ this afternoon, and the thought before me tonight is to say something about the Head; you cannot understand the truth of the body except in connection with the Head. I want to say a little as to the purpose the body serves towards the Head, and how the body is at the direction of the Head. You could not understand nor enter into the truth of the body apart from that. I take myself, or you, as an example. Your body is directed by your head. And we always connect with it the idea that the body is at the disposal of the head. My members do not move of their own accord; all is traced from the head. Any thoughtful person can see that the body is at the disposal of the head. 

    Now I want to speak a little about the Head, but in the first place I must show you how the body is formed, and the place which Christ has in relation to it as Head, and then I want to show you the purpose the body serves for the Head. And nothing can alter this purpose. Not all the failure of the church, though tending to obscure it, can alter it, because the failure cannot alter or do away with the body. The whole body is here on the earth as really as ever it was. There may be very few in the light of it, but that does not alter the fact. The body is here, and it is a great thing to get light  the divine mind, as to the body. It will help you greatly to understand the ruin around you, the character of the things in christendom, and to enter more intelligently into the fellowship in which it has pleased God to place us. What is the great gain of knowing the truth of the body? We become more intelligent for the Lord, and about the fellowship to which the Lord has called us. And I defy any one to understand the true character of christendom in the present day if he is not brought into the true idea of the body, and the purpose it is intended to serve. 

    I feel the subject is most important, and I have a very deep sense of how powerless one is to handle it. It is a subject spoken of as the mystery of the gospel, and therefore it is evidently a deep subject, though a mystery which has been made manifest. The apostle was exceedingly anxious to make manifest the mystery of the gospel. One remark more. In the very nature of the expressions employed in Scripture, the truth of the body must be hid in the gospel. If it is the mystery of the gospel, it is as evident as possible that the truth of the body must be involved in the gospel, and it must be made manifest from the gospel. In Ephesians 6: 19 you get the expression: That I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel. We have become much accustomed to speak of the two ministries, the ministry of the gospel, and the ministry of the church. And it is true the apostle does speak of himself as minister  not a minister  of the gospel and of the church; but you must remember the truth of the body lies in the gospel. It is the mystery of the gospel. 

    Now further, we get the recognition of the truth of the body in Romans 12: 4, 5: For as we have many members in one body. Now that passage makes it perfectly certain to my mind that you must have in Romans a doctrinal basis for the body. Because when the apostle comes to the hortatory part that we have in this chapter 12 he makes this statement as to the one body. There is no previous allusion to the subject in the epistle; for neither the truth of the body nor of the Head is taught in Romans. But nevertheless what is certain to me is, you must have in Romans a sufficient doctrinal basis for the body. And it lies in this, that by the very fact of the reception of the Spirit we are of necessity constituted one body, and Romans teaches the communication of the Spirit in chapter 5, where it says, the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. But the Holy Spirit is one, and therefore the same Holy Spirit resides in all the saints, and the love of God is shed abroad in the hearts of all saints by the one Spirit. 

    And again, when I come to chapter 8 I read, But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. There is only one Spirit of God. So later on, verse 15; there is only one spirit of sonship. Every believer participates in the same Spirit; all are baptised by one Spirit ... into one body. One Spirit brought the love of God into our hearts; we are all in the one Spirit if the Spirit of God dwell in us. There is only one Spirit of Gods Son, and that is the Spirit by which all believers cry, Abba, Father. That is the truth of the Spirit in the believer, and therefore I understand you get the truth of the presence of the Spirit recognized, and although the truth of the body is not taught, the body is involved inasmuch as you get the same Spirit in all the saints. You must have one body because one Spirit. 

    Now I think it must be plain to every one here tonight that in the very fact of its being taught in Romans that we all receive the Spirit we are necessarily constituted into one body; thus the apostle says, We, being many, are one body in Christ. Not one body in Adam, not one body in our responsible life down here, for the body involves new creation. There is thus a certain doctrinal basis in Romans for the truth of the body, and therefore he brings it in to enforce his exhortation in chapter 12. The believers responsibility is brought in there, not in connection with the body, but having then gifts. A man is to wait on his gift. I want to make this point clear, that the truth of the body is the mystery of the gospel, and that therefore of necessity the truth of the body must lie hid in the gospel, but it is made manifest to the saints, for the apostles great anxiety was to make it manifest. It was hid there  that is, in the gospel, and he was conscious it was. 

    Now as to the formation of the body. We look at the body before we look at the Head. Let me say one word which may perhaps cut across the thought of some here as to the body of Christ. The one body is the same evidently as the body of Christ. These are not two different thoughts in Scripture. In 1 Corinthians 12 we read (verse 13), For by one Spirit are we all baptised into one body, and in the same chapter (verse 27), Now ye are the body of Christ, because the one body is the body of Christ. 

    What I want to show you now is this, that the truth of union is not taught in connection with the body. What is taught in connection with the body is unity, not union. And the truth of unity is involved, I think, in connection with the body in these scriptures, There is one body, and one Spirit, and again, For by one Spirit are we all baptised into one body. Thus the teaching of the Spirit of God, in connection with the Spirit and the body, is not to show union but unity. By the very fact of the reception of the Spirit the saints have been formed into one body. We find in the Acts, in the early part of the churchs history, the saints were gathered together by the testimony of the resurrection of Christ. Then they received the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the presence of the Holy Spirit constituted them the house of God. But the truth of the body had not yet come out, and the first intimation was in what Jesus said to Saul, Why persecutest thou me? What that means was this, that Christ was in the saints. Now when the truth of the body came out, we see it existed by the very fact of the baptism of the Spirit. There was never but one baptism of the Spirit, that on the day of Pentecost, and then the saints were formed into one body, and that was unity. You cannot have a stronger idea presented to you of unity than the body. What is a body without unity? We have many members in one body. What would my body be without unity? If I get any failure in the unity of my body it is a proof that there is paralysis. Every member is depressed, a certain proof that something is out of gear, the nervous system is gone to the bad. You cannot have a stronger idea of unity than this scripture presents, that we, being many, are one body. 

    The next point is  the body having been formed by the Spirit, Christ is given the place of Head of the body, that is, Head in the sense of Chief. 

    Suppose we take the figure of the human body in connection with the head, the moral idea connected with head is direction, and Christ in taking the place of Head of the body takes the place of Chief. I will give you a passage of Scripture for it, Ephesians 1: 20 - 23: Which he wrought in Christ. It is the fulfilment of the prophecy in Psalm 8. The Son of man set over everything. Then the additional truth, He hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church. He is given as Head to the church which is His body. Thus the church is formed by the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and Christ is given to be Head over all, and Head to the church which is His body. But I cannot dwell on this. 

    In Colossians 1: 18 we read, And he is the head of the body, the church. That is the first statement we have of His headship. I put Colossians before Ephesians, because in moral order it comes first. In chapter 2 we read, from which  that is the Head  all the body ... I take it slowly as I want the points to be clear as I go on. 

    Bear in mind first how the body is formed. The body is the mystery of the gospel remember, because I do not want you to think that the gospel is one thing and the mystery another. It is the mystery of the gospel, because the body is hid in the gospel, and the gospel goes on to the communication of the Spirit, and no believer is in the good of the gospel till he has received the Spirit. The great end of the gospel is that God may be revealed in the heart of the believer, but that cannot be until the Spirit is received. Love is not known else. The love of God is shed abroad ... by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. And I say unhesitatingly, no person is in the good of the gospel until he has received the Holy Spirit. Gods end in the gospel is that He may be revealed in the heart of man; mans idea is that Gods object is to save him, but the gospel brings you to the Spirit; and the moment the Spirit is received the body is formed. And why? Because Christ is in you. Now the body is formed by the baptism of the Spirit, and having been thus formed, Christ is in the place of Head. He is looked at there as Man, and the place given to Him of God, and it is regarded as being the highest place of His exaltation, Head over all things to the church. Now, mark this, that the truth of union is not taught in connection with the body, union brings in the thought of the bride. The idea of union is that the church will share in the glory and exaltation of the Head. Just as a woman who marries a man superior in position to herself shares his position, so in regard to the church and Christ. And that is taught in Ephesians 2: 5 - 7, Even when we were dead in sins ... It is to satisfy the love of God. It is not to satisfy the heart of the church, but the heart of God. 

    So far we have the idea of the body, and the truth taught in connection with the unity. Now we will go a little into detail. And what I venture to say first is this, you do not find the truth of the Head until you come to Colossians. You get the truth of the body both in Romans and Corinthians. In Romans it is to check independency and in Corinthians to check clericalism. If I recognize the truth that I am a member of the body I cannot be independent. If a man is set in a position not dependent on anybody else he can take the ground of independency. A man might say, I am not concerned about anybody else. But if he is a member of the body of Christ he is so far dependent. No one of us can be exclusively individual. Many christians are too individual. They are taken up far too much with what is connected with their individual paths, We, being many, are one body. You may carry independency too far as to the individuality of the saints. I admit each has his individual path, but we must not use our individuality to the extent of forgetting that we are members one of another. You may find saints coming to the meetings on the Lords day morning, and you do not see much of them for the rest of the week. They forget we are members one of another. So the truth of the body is brought in in Romans as an antidote to independency. He is not to think too highly of himself, but as God has given him a place in the body. But Christ is not seen as Head of the body in Romans. The character in which He is presented there is as Lord. And that is a different idea to that of the Head; He is Lord in the house  the church looked at in that aspect; but Christ is not Lord to the body, He is Head to the body, and that is a different association of ideas entirely. My head is not lord of my body. The body is dependent on the head, but the head is not its lord. Christ is Lord in the house, and if He sees fit He can assert His lordship there. You will find that in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11. 

    Now look at 1 Corinthians 12: 12: For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. See also verse 27: Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. Speaking of all the saints at Corinth they were the body of Christ. Now what I want to show is, that the thought of the body is brought in there, not as a check to independency, but as an antidote to clericalism. The principle of clericalism is, the head can say to the feet, I have no need of you. The antidote is, the head cannot say to the feet, I have no need of you. The feet belong to the body, and are for the assembly. Even the most obscure member is necessary, for it may be the vessel for the manifestation of the Spirit. You cannot limit the Spirit to the more conspicuous members. An eye is more conspicuous, but in the assembly you cannot limit the Spirit. The truth of the body is introduced in connection with the assembly come together, as an antidote to clericalism. There is one body, and the manifestations of the Spirit come out in the various members, all by the same Spirit. You cannot therefore have such a thing as clericalism in the assembly. I have great sympathy with two or three coming together for prayer, but that is not the assembly. They are come together for a specific object according to Matthew 18: 19, 20. But that is not the assembly. When you come to the assembly you must leave the Spirit free. You could not say we come to the assembly for prayer, even in regard to the things of the assembly, you would so far fetter the Spirit. I would be glad to associate in that way with two or three, or two or three hundred, coming together for prayer; but that is not the assembly, you cannot fetter the Spirit in the assembly. There He uses the members as He pleases. Thus you may get prayer or praise or thanksgiving or worship or ministry, but you cannot fetter the Spirit in the assembly, properly speaking. In Matthew 18 it is an agreement to ask for some particular thing in Christs name. That is quite right. But in the assembly, room must be given to the Spirit to act as He will; and the Spirit uses whatever member He pleases. So there must be no clericalism in the assembly. And I could not go to a so-called church or chapel where the service is all performed by the minister. It is a complete denial of the truth of the assembly. Many persons perhaps are sitting in the congregation whom the Spirit might use. 

    Neither Romans nor Corinthians give us the Head. In Corinthians Christ is almost invariably presented as Lord. On account of the state of the assembly there the apostle could not unfold to them the truth of the Head. It used to be said that Christ was never brought in as Lord to the assembly except when evil was there. There was disorder and confusion of all kinds in the Corinthian assembly, hence Christ was brought in as Lord. But my great point is to come to the thought of the Head. I have shown how the truth of the body is brought in, but now I come to the purpose which the body serves for the Head. That comes out in Colossians; and exceedingly important it is that you should see how it works out  the wonderful idea of the Head being connected with the body. And we can only learn that, when we see that Christ being Head to the body His body is the complement. The body is a vessel descriptive of Himself, just as my body is descriptive of my intelligence, and my intelligence is seen through my body. That is what the church is to Christ. It is the fulness of Him. 

    There is not to be a quality lacking in the vessel set down here in the world in order that it might be descriptive of the Head. You have the wonderful truth of the Head in glory, and a body here to be descriptive of the Head in glory. That is what is brought out in Colossians  the connection of the Head with the body. And can you conceive anything more wonderful? Look at the travesty of the thing around us! Take popery, it sets up a human imitation. A remarkable thing about the Roman Catholic church is that it is the only real imitation of the body. A state church is not. That does not profess to be universal, the Romish church does. But what they have done is this, they have transferred the privileges of the body to the house. They have set up a body of professors, and attached to the house the privileges which properly belong to the body. I might go as far as this, and say, it is a diabolical imitation of the real thing. The real thing is a Head in heaven, exalted to be Head over all things, but having a body here on earth to be morally descriptive of Himself in the scene from which He has been rejected. If I may use the expression, it is the perpetuation of Christ here: that is the true character of the body  the continuance, the perpetuation of Christ here in this scene whence He has been rejected. 

    Now I want to work this in with another passage from 1 John 5: 9; and we shall see how one scripture writer supports another, This is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. What is the witness? See verses 10, 11. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself ... And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. What that teaches us is this, he looks at the saints, and he says, God has given to the saints eternal life, and mark this  this life is in his Son. Every saint disclaims the thought that that life is in himself, but what he maintains is this  God has given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son. Thus you have a body of saints on earth, brought into the blessing of eternal life, all disclaiming the idea of eternal life in themselves, but maintaining that it is in Gods Son, and that is the witness here. Thus He has given a living witness to Christ in glory. The first four chapters of this epistle are taken up with the subject of eternal life as manifested in Christ down here; the apostles witness of this, but in chapter 5 it is the Holy Spirit witnessing to Christ in glory, for they never saw Him there; they had seen Him down here in resurrection, but the witness is to Christ in glory. 

    God has given to us eternal life, but we should not say eternal life is in us. We are in eternal life, and eternal life is in Gods Son, and that is the witness here. Now I think it is the same thing as to the body. The body is the vessel in which Christ in glory is described in this scene from which He has been rejected. And I could not conceive anything more wonderful. The world succeeded in casting Christ out, but God has ordained that there should be a vessel here in which should be described the very Christ whom the world has cast out. 

    That is what the body is for. It is an unvarying principle in Scripture that anything God has established on earth always abides. The world cannot get rid of it. And if God has set Christ here on the earth, not all the power of man can put Him out. 

    So He is represented here again in His body; and the church remains till He comes again in glory. So as to the temple which God has set up. At one time it may be a material temple, and now one of living stones, but the temple is here until the material temple is re-established again at Jerusalem. So as to everything else. Once God has established a thing on earth, not all the power of earth and hell combined can disestablish it. Man cannot defeat God. You may get the thing in a new character but the thing abides. So as to Christ, the wicked Jew crucified and killed Him, but the Holy Spirit comes down and forms the body here. And Christ is given to be Head of His body, and the body is to be descriptive of that Man whom the world has rejected. 

    God has given unto us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. It is perfectly wonderful, and if you accept the idea you will understand the terrible defection and departure of christendom from the thought of God in regard to the church, and how very poorly we have entered into the idea that the body is to be descriptive of Christ in the very scene where He has been rejected. 

    Turn to Colossians 1: 24. There is His body, not simply the one body. To the Romans and Corinthians he had taught the one body. Now it is His body, which is the assembly  because he has spoken of the Head  of which I became minister  not a minister  (see verses 25, 26); so that saints are to know it  it has been made manifest to them, and only to the saints (verse 27), Christ in the gentiles, the hope of glory. That is what has come to pass. You have this great fact, that the gentiles have become a vessel in whom Christ is, and He is the hope of glory. That is what God has gained! 

    You might say when Christ was here personally He was the hope of glory. He was doubtless the pledge of all the fulfilment of the purposes of God. 

    But now the wonderful thing is that Christ is in the gentiles  Christ in the saints in the pledge of the fulfilment of all Gods purposes and counsels  Christ in the gentiles, the hope of glory. Now to come to what this mystery means. If I speak of the saints being in Christ, that is not a mystery. God has given to us eternal life. That is our position before God, and we have the witness in ourselves. But the mystery is another thought altogether, the mystery is Christ in the saints. Do you ask, how does it come out? It comes out in this, you have all the character of Christ, not as in the flesh, but in moral suitability down here, reproduced in the saints. Not Christ known after the flesh, but all the moral characteristics of Christ in suitability to the scene down here reproduced in the saints, because they are His body. That is the relation in which He stands to the saints, as Head of the body. 

    Therefore the meekness and gentleness and lowliness  all the sensibilities of Christ and the peace of Christ, are all to be reproduced and displayed here, because the church is His body and the vessel which is to be descriptive of Himself in the very scene where He has been rejected. That is what the body is. It gets everything from the Head, and therefore if not practically subject to the Head you cannot get the character of the Head in the body. We are not saved to be simply saved sinners, but to be members of the vessel in which Christ is to be displayed in the scene whence He has been cast out, a moral representation of Christ. That is the idea of the body, and that is the hope of glory. Think of it, that in the very scene where Satan is god and prince, God will now have such a presentation of Christ, as the pledge that He will accomplish all His purposes to put everything under Christ. And I am perfectly certain that we shall reign with Him; that is the hope of glory. I cannot conceive anything more wonderful! I have been at it in a certain way for many years, but I am only now beginning to see the thing in its reality. When God came in perfect grace to the world the Jew rejected Christ and cast Him out, did violence in every way to God. But Christ is not to be cast out, but perpetuated here, and He is now to be described in the body. Therefore the body being composed of those who believe in Christ, they confessing Him as Lord, He is given as the Head, and the body is subjected to Him, and now in the body the grace of Christ, all the moral characteristics of Christ are produced in this scene. Not what He is at the right hand of God, but in moral suitability to the scene where we are. It is not the reigning time, therefore you get meekness and lowliness and forbearing one another in love, and to all these add love, which is the bond of perfectness. There is also to be wisdom and such like  all to be descriptive of the Head. 

    Now all this is brought to us in Scripture as light, not in the way of ecclesiastical formation. There is no such idea connected with the body. It is brought to those who were in the fellowship, as calling on the Lord  given as light that we may understand the fellowship into which we are called. We are now called to special fellowship, called to follow righteousness, faith ..., 2 Timothy 2: 22. And if you see the divine idea of the body it will greatly help you to carry out the fellowship; it will greatly accentuate our fellowship, because the more distinctly we understand the relation in which we stand to Christ the more the character of our fellowship will be affected. 

    As to the body, it is Christs body, the fulness of him. In certain epistles it involves the privileges of the saints, but in Colossians we learn what the saints are to Christ. 

    If you do not understand what you are in Christ you could not apprehend the truth of the body. Here in Colossians the Spirit of God turns completely round; after showing the saints what they are in Christ, He shows what they are for Christ, a vessel for Christ. The Christ displayed as a witness down here. And you cannot have a greater benefit than the light of it. It is a great thing to get the truth of the Head, the intelligence of the Head as displayed in the body. 

    May God give us to understand it. I know I am a poor hand to explain it, but I am always thankful beyond measure when I get a fresh idea of the greatness and wisdom of God. There is one thing which will strike you in regard to Scripture  the resources of God are boundless. You see instances where you might think God would be baffled, but there, too, you see boundless resources. 

    The wisdom of God is Christ. And it is that by which God baffles every combination of men. And look what the combination had come to: This is your hour, and the power of darkness. But No (God says), you are not going to have it all your own way. You may cast Him out, but His body shall be maintained in divine power till He comes again. There is no reason to fear, beloved friends; the power of the enemy is very great in this scene, but however great may be the power of men and of the devil, yet God will have the last word always. Why, when Christ was on earth if He came into controversy with men He always had the last word. And so God will. May God give you to understand it better than I can unfold it. My great object is to show you that the truth of the body is moral not ecclesiastical. And what I mean by moral is, when Christ is reproduced in the saints. That is not ecclesiastical, but moral. May God give us to see it and to get more light on it, that we may be greatly helped in the practical carrying out of our fellowship here. And that is, that we follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

  
    RECONCILIATION  THE SANCTUARY (FER 20)

    Colossians 1: 12 - 29

    The sealing of the Spirit takes place on the reception of the testimony of forgiveness of sins; by the seal God marks us as His for His own purpose. 

    God spoke in times past, but He did not express Himself till Christ came. The only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. Scripture is the inspired record of what has been revealed; we have to distinguish between revelation and inspiration. Scripture is inspired, but the revelation was in Christ. 

    We want to get a wider sense of Christ as the Head. He has taken up all the liabilities under which creation lay, and in virtue of this is Head over all things. That is where reconciliation comes in. 

    The important point in reconciliation is that it brings you to Gods starting-point  to the holiest. Not only are we to enjoy the light that has come out to us where we are, but our privilege is to go in where the light has come from  that is, the sanctuary. Send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill and to thy tabernacles. The sanctuary is where Gods secret is learnt, where all is made manifest. If you go into the sanctuary, you must be according to the sanctuary. The Head is the starting-point of reconciliation  that comes out in the passage we have read  the way God takes to reconcile all things is in the introduction of a Head. The great point in reconciliation is that God may have complacency in all, and in order for that all must be taken up in Christ. His headship rests on a twofold ground  as Creator and on that of reconciliation. 

    He is the Head of the wide creation; when God set Adam up as head He had Christ in mind; all will be put under the Son of man. He tasted death for everything; He will be Head of the wide creation. God will be glorified in all; everything will be brought into divine complacency. 

    God was in Christ providing for everything; so Christ is the bread of God ... which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. Every family is developed from the Head, and everything will be maintained in the Head. Christ is the real starting-point of the creation of God. Every family, morally, is developed from Him, and takes its character from Him. Ultimately all that has not sprung from Christ will pass out of sight. He will fill all things. Christ has a voice to every man, and in that way becomes a test to every man. In reconciliation God is preparing things in view of the eternal state. That is not brought to pass until after reconciliation is effected. In the millennium Christ will be seen as Head of the wide creation; that is, before you come to the eternal state you have the restitution of all things. In the whole system of things which has been alienated, God will have complacency and will be glorified in all  all that paves the way for the new heavens and the new earth. 

    Reconciliation brings us to the fulness in Christ. If Christ is to fill all things, all the fulness dwells in Him. We are brought to the holiest; there we can see the restitution of all things. Everything is taken up in Christ; there is no failure there. 

    In Ephesians reconciliation brings us to Gods system of things; in Colossians you find Christ is the Centre and fulness of that. 

    You can see, in a way, the holiest when Christ was here on earth. You must take two things into account: one is the holy love of God  the Fathers love  and Christ. Where you get the Fathers love  and 

    Christ, there you get the holiest. At the baptism of Christ and on the mount of transfiguration, you get a pretty good idea of the holiest: the Fathers love resting on Christ the anointed Man. To enter the holiest is really to be in the apprehension of the Fathers love, and of all that Christ is, as the vessel in which God carries out all the purposes of His love. We enter by the blood of Jesus; there is every encouragement to us to go in, to enter into the apprehension of what is there  the Fathers love and the secret of His mind in Christ. Each one has to come to it individually, in the apprehension of his soul. In the holiest there were the ark of the covenant and the mercy-seat. What answers to that is the Fathers love and Jesus as the One by whom all the counsels of His love are to be carried into effect. It wants courage on our part to go in; having boldness, is that you are encouraged to take up your privilege. We have to turn our back on everything here  that is the practical difficulty. God brings in a Man, and in that Man He purposes to reconcile everything. The holiest is really the holy love of God, where Christ, the true Ark of the Covenant, could abide. When reconciliation is brought to pass everything will subsist in a certain way in the love of the Father. There is the scene of the Fathers love, and the One in whom divine love rests  the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord; and that is the point of the reconciliation of all things. Everything will take its character from the Ark of the Covenant Thy law is within my heart; and this in order that He may give that law to the universe; hence everything will be brought into divine complacency. It was part of Gods design, in connection with the redemption of Israel, to set up His dwelling-place among them; the tabernacle was the pattern of things in the heavens. In type they had all the secrets of God in the tabernacle, though as long as God was dwelling among a people after the flesh, the way into the holiest was not made manifest; but now we have entrance, so that we may apprehend the secrets of God  His mind in Christ, whom He has made Head over all things; and we come into the holiest to be educated in these things. It is very much an individual matter, but it should characterise the priestly company. The company at Corinth were recognised as saints coming together in assembly; but how many of them knew anything of entering the holiest? Christ is Priest by the call of God, and we must prove our relation to the High Priest in order to enter into our place as priests. 

    The important thing is the appreciation of Christ, then we reach Him in the holiest; His presence is realised by those who appreciate Him. There is not a moment when a saint may not enter the holiest. The Hebrews is a general epistle to the saints, a kind of appeal to them to take up their privileges. It would be a great thing if all answered to it. We must keep the two things distinct  the holiest and the meeting. 

    Worship would really flow from the consciousness of the presence of Christ. The holiest is the apprehension of Christ as the One in whom the purposes of divine love are brought into effect; and entrance into the sanctuary individually would qualify us for coming together in assembly. We enter the holiest individually, but in order that we should bring the good of all that we have learned into the assembly. The priest should be well fed, so that he may be kept in efficiency. Christ will be where He is appreciated, and you really learn to appreciate Him by coming into the holiest. Many have an idea they will get into tune by coming to the meeting; if people go on anyhow during the week, they will come into the meeting according to where they are. 

    The apprehension of many may be very small, but they should come together in affection toward one another and toward Christ; and Christ engages His presence. If you come to the true idea of the assembly, it is what is typified by Aaron and his sons, every saint in priestly grace; but that is quite a different thing from the actual state of those who come together, yet it is perfectly right that they should come together as brethren; and the Lord assures His presence. 

  
    THE HEAD  THE BODY  ALL THINGS (FER 20)

    Colossians 1: 15 - 18

    There is really only one idea in headship. Christ is head over all things to the church, which is his body. The only thing standing in direct relation to the Head at the present time is the church. But Colossians shows that the reconciliation of all things is dependent upon the Head. We want to get at the idea of the Head in the full sense; not only is Christ Head of the body, but He is Head over all things. Even at the present time He is Head of all principality and power, and He is the Head, too, of every man, though every man has not been brought into relation with the Head. These are the two things  what is in the mind of God and what is made good in men. We want to look at the divine side and see what God has ordained. The divine thought in connection with the Head is to establish a system: the system is derived from and maintained in the Head. There is a vast system of blessing which is established in the Head; we need diligence to enter, by the Spirit of God, into this vast system of which Christ is the beginning and Head. God will set aside the present system, begun in a man, but who was only a figure of Him that was to come, and bring in that system of which Christ, the Sun of righteousness, is the Centre. 

    The fathers had the promises, but they all died; Israel had the tabernacle and brought it into the land, but the people were carried away beyond Babylon; dominion was established over the gentiles in Nebuchadnezzar, but he made a golden image and lost his dominion. In all these things you see divine appointment, and all will be gathered up in Christ the Centre and Head of every family. All are named of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that no divine appointment ever falls to the ground. God will head up all things in the Christ. Christ is both King and Head; He holds the dominion and the kingdom; but at the same time He is Head, and everything takes character from Him. Headship is thus wider than the body. Christ said, the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. There will be bread (satisfaction) for the world  for every circle connected with Christ. He is the bread of life for the whole universe. People little know what the effect will be of everything being set in relation to the Head. Goodness will prevail universally; there will be no self-seeking then; everybody will be bent on benefiting another; everything will take its character from Christ. Christ did not come into the world to acquire anything; He took the lowest place to dispense divine bounty. To get free of the world system we must have the divine system in view, and we can only get that in view by holding the Head. The divine idea is that the body takes its character from Christ the Head; and if it derives its character from Christ, it will be the expression of Christ down here. Holding the Head is holding Him as the universal Head  Head of the great system in which God will display His glory. Our thought of the Head is often too limited. Christ is spoken of as Head to the body, as being made Head over all things. Ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power. The point in coming into the holiest is that we enter into the secret of God  all that which God intends to display in Christ  the length, and breadth, and depth, and height of that system in which God will be glorified. Every one of us ought to be set with purpose of heart to enter into this; it would have a very profound effect upon us if we did enter into it  wisdom would have entered into our hearts and understanding would be pleasant to our taste. God will bring about a true commonwealth, and the Head of that is Christ. We need to get into the thought of the divine commonwealth. If man could bring about a commonwealth by philosophy, how long would it last? Its defect would be that it would lack a head. In a certain way antichrist will be the head of a system, but it will not last long. Christs headship over all things is in abeyance now, but His headship over the body is really in exercise. The church alone recognises that He is Head. 

    The most perfect type of the church is Eve. Adam was set over all things before she was brought to him; she was really of Adams body, taken from Adam and then united to him. The moment you get the body in relation to the Head you have two thoughts  derivation and union. In the system of which we have been speaking everything is out of death, and on the ground of resurrection. The church is out of death, Israel will be out of death, so with the nations  it will be life from the dead. When everything is put in relation to Christ, it must needs be on the ground of resurrection. The divine system is opened out in the beginning of Colossians 3, and what comes out in that chapter is the practical result of holding the Head, namely that the sensibilities and graces of Christ pervade everybody. Adam got the knowledge of good and evil, but had no standard by which to determine what was good and what was evil; it is a point of profound moment that Christ is the absolute standard. Gods command to Adam in the garden was not a mere arbitrary prohibition  man was not competent to take up the question of good and evil. The goodness of God sought to deter him from touching it because he was not competent. Now that we have in Christ a perfect standard, we need to have our senses exercised to discern everything according to Christ. When you get to the establishment of the divine system, good will be dominant and all evil will be held in abeyance; 

    that will be the effect of the coming in of real power and authority; all good will be connected with the Head  He will be the standard. There is no third system; if we are not under the influence of divine things, we must be under that of the world. We have received the Christ, and we want to walk in the light of that system of which He is the Head, and in which everything must take its character from Him who is Head. It would give people a very different thought in passing through this world if they got hold of the fact that God created it to be the sphere for the display of Christ. The system of things around us is that which began with Nebuchadnezzar; it is marked by the ascendancy and glory of man. In Ephesians 3 the apostle prays that we might be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith, that we might apprehend the whole expanse of the vast system of which Christ is Head. The heart of the saint should desire to take in, not simply what Christ is personally, but all that is identified with Him in the wisdom and goodness of God. The more we appreciate Christ personally, the more we appreciate the things that belong to Him and in which God will be glorified. God created all in Christ for the glory of that blessed Man, and all is taken upon the ground of reconciliation, that others might have part in it. We want a truer conception of the greatness of Christ. Christ in us, the hope of glory; the church is now in view of all that will come out by-and-by; it is because the church is so marked by defection that we do not see Christ, the hope of glory, in it. As a matter of fact, the glory of man is so before people that it hinders them from seeing the glory of Christ; they will have a man by-and-by, antichrist. No one, if he considers the gospels, can help being struck at the absolute contrast between every thought of Christ and every thought of man. Every thought which came out from Christ was a contrast to what man thought: mans thought is to exalt himself; Christ was content to take the lowest place to dispense divine bounty to men. Now He is dispensing it from on high in the way of gifts; they are the expression of divine bounty. 

  
    THE PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST (FER 21)

    Colossians 1:12 - 18

    Here in Colossians as distinct from Ephesians, Christ takes pre-eminence in His own right. The place is not given Him, but He takes it as His own. He takes it because He is that which is here stated of Him. In Ephesians it is more the place as given Him in connection with the counsels of God. It is in the Kingdom of the Son of Gods love that we have the connecting link with the Father. As man He takes Headship over all, and in this way all created things have a link with the Father whether they are in heaven or upon earth, visible or invisible. When Christ as Man takes dominion over thrones, principalities and powers, He will rule all and fill all to the complete satisfaction of God the Father, and they will then be entirely agreeable to Him. The Son of Gods love is also the beginning as Firstborn from the dead, that is He is the first-fruits in resurrection for God, the very beginning in that sense, and an entirely new departure. Who has right and title to rise from the dead? This is His alone, and as man He accomplished it! He went into death to abolish us, but He rose to present a new man to God in whom He could delight for evermore, a new and perfect creation! In this He is pre-eminent and first as Head of His body the church, and it is the pre-eminence of love, for the church is nothing without love, and this is her link with the Father. It is only as we appreciate the love of Christ and respond to it that we are near the Father. The Father himself loveth you because ye have loved me, etc. The answer to our appreciation in loving His Son is that He makes Himself known to us. If a man love me he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him and make our abode with him. Our hearts are called into this appreciation of the Son that we may know the Father, and it is the only way we are brought near to Him. 

  
    THOUGHTS ON RECONCILIATION (FER 21)

    Colossians 1:18

    The Head is mentioned first because the ground of reconciliation existed, and the members of the body were to enter into the fact, or Christ in you the hope of glory would not be true of them. 

    So each member is to accept the blessedness of what Christ has done, and to accept the suitability in which he is regarded by God, this is, as suitable to Him, not only accepted (for I might in grace accept a thing not altogether suitable to me), but regarded positively suitable, and the blessedness of what Christ has done could not stop short of making me suitable. I am to accept this and to enter into the meaning of it. 

    God looks upon the whole body with a perfect complacency, and each member is to enter into it in the displacement of all that is inconsistent; putting off the old man in very fact, we lose sight of self and as we do we come to one man presented to the soul by God  by him to reconcile all things to himself. 

    You see the same thing in Luke 15, the prodigal has become so suitable that it must be made clear to him, therefore the Father says, Bring forth the best robe and put it on him; as if it had been said, he is suitable for the best that I can give and I want him to know it by the manner in which I cover him; by the ring by which I bind him to Myself, and by the shoes in which he can walk before Me. The soul is to enter into this, to be taken up with it; then other things lose their power; you come to give up all natural advantages, natural gifts and influence without regret  they are things that will pass away with death or the change of the body; but suitability to God when entered into and accepted, lifts the soul into heavenly and eternal things. You see that everything is centred in one Man  you lose sight of yourself in Another, and your soul rejoices that all the fulness is in Him, and none in you. Thus Christ is in you the hope of glory, and the complacency with which the Father regards Christ passes to you  as you are lost in Him, you are reconciled, settled, blessed, loved, preserved in Christ Jesus and you know it. 

    From knowing this the soul is encouraged to turn to account so much grace, and leaving those things which are behind and which once held me so that my feet were spiritually in fetters. I now press toward the mark and count all natural advantages but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. Thus having begun by losing sight of myself in Another, the things which helped to keep me back I lose sight of, also other things now present themselves to draw me on. 

    Belfast, 1899. 

  
    CHRIST THE HEAD AND SOURCE OF EVERYTHING TO THE CHRISTIAN CIRCLE (JBS 1)

    Colossians 1: 26, 27

    I must recall to your remembrance the subjects which we have had before us, in order to see where we are. We had first The Resurrection and its effects. Then, No. 2, 

    Christ Formed in You; 

    and consequently that you are in liberty. I pressed that if you do not know the second, you cannot progress in divine things: it is there, as a rule, every one is detained. It is a very striking statement, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. One man gone in the cross, but the One who bore the judgment on me, now lives in me. I hope you enter into the comprehensiveness of this statement. We familiarly speak of getting life; but there is vastly more in this passage, even that Christ lives in you; and hence you have His motives and His tastes. Nothing could be plainer. Consequently you have liberty  you are free. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free; this is the start; and if you do not know it you cannot progress. 

    From that we went on to No. 3, 

    Part With Me. 

    You enter on new ground; now you know Him, first in relation to your infirmities while living upon earth, the great Priest, the Son of God, passed through the heavens; that is one line; and the other line is that you know Him in His own assembly, above all the power of evil on the earth, outside of man. But you have not yet come to Him, Head of His own circle. 

    No. 4, I was on The Wilderness, 

    where we learn that there must be death to the man in the flesh, but by the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus I am free from the law of sin and death. 

    Now I come to No. 5, to Christ (outside the world) the Head and Source of everything to His Own Circle. 

    Hitherto I have only conducted you outside of man; now I trust to conduct you outside of the world. Someone might say, and very justly, I do not know that I have learned to be outside of man. That, however, is not my inquiry. I seek to interest the youngest of you in the desire of your Fathers heart for you. And surely that is enough to arrest you. When you hear what is His desire for you, you turn to Him and pray that you may answer to it. I press first, that Christ liveth in you, because if you have not entered into the liberty of Christ living in you, you are not free of the man under the judgment of God. I have already illustrated this by the feast at the weaning of Isaac in Abrahams house; he was then acknowledged heir, given his right place; and when you realise Christ in His right place, as living in you, you are in liberty. 

    Now I come to Christ in His own circle of things, not merely what He is to you, but as He is in His own things. I have to know more fully Part with Me. You may remember that when I was speaking of Part with Me, I did not go farther than outside of man, whether in relation to ones self or in relation to Him (the assembly is on earth; and in your infirmities here of every sort, you need Christ as Priest to bear you above them). Now I desire to conduct you into His own circle. I have read this verse about the mystery, Christ in you the hope of glory. Mind you, it is the same Christ who lives in you. Thank God, if you know that He lives in you; now you see Him in His own place, not merely to relieve you, but drawing you into His things. It is the same Person as in Romans 8 where we read, If Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but it does not mean the same; the difference I desire to show you. If Christ lives in you, you can, in His own life, enter into His things. It is not so much that He can vouchsafe full relief or liberty to you; He has done that; hence, I want to direct your attention to His things. You may be conscious that you do not know much about them. Who does? But would you not like to know more about them? The apostle writes to the Colossians of the mystery. They evidently were a godly company but they did not know it; they had heard of it, but they had not received it in faith, like many in the present day. Yet it was the only truth which could preserve them from the impending snare of rationalism and ritualism. Christ in you the hope of glory. Who can explain all that is comprised in those words? Christ in you the hope of glory; it is not now your side, but on the contrary it is the greatness of His side made known to you. Now the more you dwell on this, the more you must see how He has blessed you; that He who has freed you from every pressure on yourself, is the same One who conducts you into His own circle of things. I can quite understand how we like to limit His grace to our side of things, as the apostle writes, All seek their own. I do not think that means worldly things. I see often in books, and in conversation I hear much about Christs services to us, but comparatively very little as to His thoughts and interests. You like to know that He thinks of you; why do you not think of Him? It ought to affect you that you are so little occupied with His things. This accounts for our lack of freshness and vigour. What was the cause of the blight on the captives who returned from Babylon after all they had gone through? They were intimidated by the force of the enemy, and they stopped building the temple for about sixteen years; consequently, Ye looked for much, and lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why, saith the LORD of hosts? Because of mine house that is waste. It was their own interests they were thinking of; it was not worldliness; they were entitled to earthly blessing, and for earthly blessing they were looking. Having been hindered for sixteen years, the prophet comes to them and says, when they would resume building, From this day will I bless you. I believe souls would be immeasurably happy if they were occupied with thinking of the Lords interests. You are thinking of how He is interested about you. Right enough; but if you know His interest about you you know it could not be greater. Then I ask you, Are you interested about Him? 

    I turn to Colossians 2: 2, 3, to see the greatness of the mystery: That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Mark all you obtain, all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. The Colossians were a faithful company; they had not been drawn into the impending delusion, even that mans mind and religiousness contribute to the Lords service. It is a remarkable combination. The Corinthians were diverted from spiritual wisdom by cleaving to natural wisdom, and the Galatians sought to be religious under the law. With the Colossians it is also the mind and the body, though not in the same way as with the Corinthians and the Galatians, but to contribute to or help on Christs work. Hence in Christendom today, except a man is formally religious and educated, he would not be accepted as a minister of the gospel. One is ritualism, and the other rationalism; the one is carnal religiousness, bodily exercise; and the other, the powers of the natural mind. In order to preserve the Colossians from this impending snare, the apostle writes, when he was at Rome and in prison, For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh. And for what? That they might know the mystery, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I say to the youngest in this room, Do you believe that if Christ is living in you, that He is not enough for everything? I feel much impressed with the profound blessedness of this truth, that as Christ lives in you He personally expresses His mind and motive, everything in you! He is the source of all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

    I shall not dwell long upon the different points, but I must call your attention to them. Next Your Completeness in Christ. 

    And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality, and power. As you are complete in him, you cannot add to what is complete; neither mentality, nor religiousness can help what is complete. Again I ask the youngest here, If Christ lives in you, is He not enough for you? You are complete in Him. That is the mystery, and as you apprehend it, you will find yourself in His circle. Still, as to this verse, one might say, Would not a religious demeanour be commendable? Would it not have an effect upon others? I reply, if you are walking in the power of Christ you will be naturally solemn and sincere. Affectation is occupation with your behaviour; if you are in the power of His grace you would walk according to His pleasure, not occupied with your appearance. If you are complete in him, you do not want to go outside Him who is the head of all principality and power. 

    I turn now to verse 11, and you will see how it is consequent on the previous one, In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the flesh  not sins of the flesh  by the circumcision of Christ. There, beloved friends, the body of the flesh is put off in the cross of Christ. It is the antitype of Gilgal, the rolling off; the circumcision after Israel had crossed over Jordan. In the previous lectures I did not come so far as Jordan, only outside of man. Now you are outside the world; dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world and in Christs circle of things. Now you find that you cannot make any trial of man in the flesh; that you, in the circumcision of Christ, have put off the body of the flesh. Some pious copyist put in the words the sins of; he saw that if the body of the flesh was put off there would be no place for his religiousness, so he added the sins of. If a monk were the copyist, he would say, If that means simply the body of the flesh, then all my religion is worthless. Hence the sins of would make it easy for him. The true meaning is the body of the flesh put off in the circumcision of Christ; it is a stronger expression even than crucified. Now that you are complete in Christ, what can be added to Him? You cannot require an addition if you are complete in Him. I say to the youngest, Where is your affection for Christ if you do not think Him enough for you? Now you will learn that He is everything, and having put off the body of the flesh in the cross, it is not your work, it is His work that is to be carried out practically by you. It is very definitely stated: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands. Israel were not circumcised in the wilderness; not until they came to Gilgal were they circumcised, the rolling off the reproach of Egypt. If it has not been effected for you you are trying to effect it; and you sink, alas! to carnal religion, where many are. You are called to carry out practically what has been effected for you; but that is very different. 

    Now I turn to verse 19, 

    Holding the Head, 

    not with the intention of explaining it, but proceeding step by step, that you may the more easily apprehend this great subject: Not holding the head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth. Now you see that the Head is common to all the members; the Christ, who is living in you and living in me, He is your Head; and you know Him now in a new capacity; it is not merely as affording to you the greatest relief, but He is your Head; and the Head of every one of His own. I do not say that all know it; would to God that all did; but I am presenting to you the only way by which you can be preserved from the intrusion of the flesh in one form or another. In that day the snare was Judaism and gnosticism. In this day in Christendom they are designated rationalism and ritualism. Nothing can preserve you from this leaven but the assurance that Christ is the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands, having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. Can you read that scripture, and believe it possible, without being cast upon God? and like the apostle exclaiming, O the depth of the riches! His ways past finding out! 

    In chapter 3 we come to the practical application of the truth. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above. Literally, you have not left this place: you have accepted that you are dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. In Romans, you are dead with Christ unto sin; here you are dead with Him from the rudiments of the world; you are outside of the order of things here; and hence over Jordan. Now, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth. You are brought into a new circle: Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. It is not now for your relief, but to make you acquainted with the interests of Christ in a wonderful way. For ye are dead  or have died-and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore  now you come to the practical application of the circumcision effected for you in the cross. All the members on the earth are to be mortified; all to be swept away; there is not to be any acknowledgment of them. In the life of Christ you are outside all. It is like Elishas act when he got power, seeing Elijah taken away; he took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two pieces, as much as to say, I have done with them; I render them useless, they cannot be worn again. That is the intention; and he took up the mantle of Elijah to appear in a new character. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry  all the works of the will are to be mortified  For which things sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: in the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. These latter are habits; the former are indigenous to the nature; they must be mortified; the habits put away. Seeing that you have put off the old man with his deeds; and have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. 

    Now you come into personal acquaintance with Christ, and you are consciously in His circle; you realise, as you read in Hebrews 2: Both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one. Hence here in Colossians we get: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is everything. You have come to a great experience  where Christ is everything. Surely I am addressing those who apprehend something of the profound blessedness of Christ as Head of all the members of His body. This is the mystery. Only one Head for us all. Little you may know of this grace, still if you do not look for it, if your hearts are not attracted by it, you will not advance. 

    Now you come to the qualities which you derive from Him as Head. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. These are divine affections. Whence do they come? You have now a new Head. However contrary your character as a man, when you get a new head, and so great a One, you will come out in accordance to Him. Now not only Christ lives in you, but you are brought into His circle, the Christian circle. I think the youngest here can understand the difference; when you know Christ as Head you are in His order of things; it is not merely that He has effected for you all you need. When He was down here, His disciples were conscious that He could satisfy the hungry soul, for He said, When I was with you, lacked ye anything? And they said, Nothing. But now He has gone away; and as you have part with Him, He bears you above everything of man; but now you come to Him, Head of the Christian circle. The Colossians were a true assembly, but they did not know Christ as Head, 

    though doubtless they had heard of the doctrine. I should like myself to see the assembly which knows Christ as Head (though individuals may so know Him). I believe that it would be a wonderful assembly where each was governed by one Head. Consider the qualities which the Head supplies to you in relation to one another in the Christian circle, even to forgiving one another; with humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering, etc.; you derive all from Christ the Head. The Lord lead your hearts into the knowledge of this great grace, for, as it has been said, you never understand anything until you are in it. Little as I know of it, I can see the profound blessedness of having Him as Head instead of my own. What a wonderful company the church would be on the earth, if each of us consciously had only the one and selfsame Head; however great the number, only one Head. Great indeed would be the effect; ministry would be traced to Christ Himself, and not merely to the channel  a ministry which would arrest every spiritual soul. We read in Acts 2, they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, but they had no knowledge of the Head; and the Colossians were not in the power of this knowledge. I have been asked the question, What would be the difference between an assembly or an individual knowing the Head, and Acts 2? I believe that the Spirit of God never leads the servant beyond his light, that He would help him in what he knows; but I believe if Christ were known as Head, that He would dictate to you a ministry which was new to you; but the fact that He was your Head would make you conscious that you had the light of it; the dictation itself would give you the light, so that you would minister according to Christs pleasure. A great deal of the discrepancy which occurs amongst us in the assembly arises from the fact that Christ is not known as Head. The Corinthians, with all their gifts, did not know Him as Head. It is a wonderfully solemn moment when you are conscious that you have nothing to say, that you are like a blank sheet of paper; and then that Christ the Head should dictate to you some word on which you have but little light; yet the moment you serve, you know it is from Himself; and though you may be feeble in your exposition of it, yet it meets the state of souls at the time, because it is from the Head. 

    Now I come to another quality which is individual: And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. It is as the peace of Christ rules in your heart that you are qualified for any service. In His peace  His profound tranquillity  you come forth to serve. Hence finally, Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. If Christ is your Head, you will be soon enlightened. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord: your service is in His own circle. 

    I must add in conclusion that you do not get union with Christ in this scripture; you are in His life. You are conducted into the greatness of His life; and I press this, that if you do not understand Christs interests as knowing His life, and that He is your Head, I do not see how you can enjoy union. If the Lord permit, I hope to speak on union the next time. I now only press that you cannot enjoy union except you are suited to Him. There can be no moral disparity between Christ and one united to Him; nothing would be more incongruous. Hence we read, They twain shall be one flesh; we must be of Him; it is not merely that He came and took part with flesh and blood, and bore the judgment on us; but we are to be of Him, otherwise He would abide alone. He was unique: Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die  now comes out a new generation  it bringeth forth much fruit. 

    Hence it is stated in Hebrews 2: Both he that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one  note, WHEREFORE he is not ashamed to call them brethren. It must be plain to the spiritual that nothing of moral disparity, nothing that is not of Christ, could be united to Him. Do not be surprised, beloved friends, but be assured that God cannot support any one now on the earth who is not of Christ; He has been rejected here, and God cannot support anyone but Him. If you are not included in the Me (Why persecutest thou ME?), you cannot receive divine support. What is not of Christ will all vanish. This gives the church its peculiar elevation, it belongs to Christ in the place of His rejection; and therefore there is nothing that God can do to bless the church that He does not do; there is no blessing to which He does not call it. In the place where Christ is rejected, God could not support a David nor a Moses. 

    Now if you accept this truly, you will discern how it is that you have been often disappointed with the course of things. Why? Because you were looking for something besides Christ. God will support Christ, and nothing but Christ. The only thing Abrahams steward was sworn to was kindred; he was sent to get a bride for Isaac, but she must be of the kindred of Isaac. According to the type, you must be of Christs kindred; it is not enough that you are converted, but you must be of Christs kindred. 

    The Lord grant, beloved friends, that every one of us may understand something of this blessed mystery, and that our hearts may be set upon Christ in you the hope of glory  for His names sake. 

  
    NOTES ON SCRIPTURE 1895 NO. 10 (JBS 8)

    Colossians 1: 26, 27

    There are two ministries, the gospel and the church. In the gospel we learn how Christ cleared away all that was against us. In the church - the mystery of His body - we have nothing of the flesh. The most beautiful quality of the first man is not acceptable to God; nothing is acceptable to God but Christ. He could love the young man so naturally amiable (Mark 10: 21); yet the Lord said unto him, Take up the cross (come to execution) and follow me. It is deep joy to every loving heart that Christ is in you the hope of glory; the more we are attached to Him, the more we rejoice that He is in us. I like the same things that He likes. I act as He would act. His glory is my hope. In Romans 8: 10, the same expression, Christ in you, is used, but there it is for your own side; the effect is, the body is dead because of sin. Christ in you - He acts and not your own will. In Colossians Christ in you is His side. If you do not know this as it is taught in Romans, you cannot know it as we get it in Colossians. It is not trying to put off the old man: you have done it if you are established in grace. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, Galatians 2: 20. Every knowledge of Christ has an effect of its own, which could not be produced in any other way. If you know His work you give to Him, like Jonathan to David. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle, 1 Samuel 18: 4. If you know Him as your life you suffer with Him. If you know Him as Priest you know where consolation is; the sorrow is here, the consolation is with Him, and there we are severed from the earth. When you know Him as Head you derive from Him according to His own life. Your acts, your manners, everything about you is of Christ. No human refinement can imitate this or apprehend it. It is as you are with Him that you grow into moral correspondence to Him. You cannot acquire His sense of things but as you are with Him. When you are with Him individually, you are learning Him for your own circumstances; when you are with Him in the assembly, you learn Him for His things. 

    There is no greater satisfaction to love than to be like Him; we shall be like Him to see Him. When he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is, 1 John 3: 2. 

    May each of us rejoice that our blessed portion is to have Christ in you the hope of glory. The more you meditate or ruminate on it, the greater and fuller it will appear to you, and also the plainer it will become to you. 

  
    CHRIST AND HIS RECONCILIATION (JND 21)

    Colossians 1

    PART 1

    There are two ways in which we may approach the gospel of the grace of God: firstly, the conscience convicted, and seeing how God has met the condition of man, as in Romans 1-3; and, secondly, the counsels of God from which it all flows. We may trace Him up from the poor sinner in his need, or we may see the grace from Him flowing down. 

    In this chapter we have much of Gods thoughts about Christ Himself, as in Hebrews 1, where He is presented to us as heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds, etc., upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins. It begins with this wonderful counsel of God in grace coming to meet the need, notwithstanding all He was in Himself. In the chapter before us in Colossians we have the glory of this work in Christ; then its extent is shewn; and what is so precious is that when we begin at the other end (conscience and the sense of need) we reach the same point; but there is a fulness and a strength gathered in looking at the place and purpose of God from all eternity, beyond what we get from the need of the sinner being met. It is quite needful in whatever way it is brought to us, that the conscience should be reached, because God cannot reveal His glory to unawakened man. Understanding must come through the conscience, as in the case of the woman of Samaria. Her spiritual knowledge was gained through the exercise of her soul with Jesus. Where there is not a living work in the conscience, there never can be a link between the soul and the living person of the Son of God. This always is the beginning. The word of God reaches the conscience, and sets it in the presence of the living God. He has made that one step essential to the sinner. This woman heard the Lord speaking to herself. That is the all-important thing, and there can be no truth in the soul till then. What is all the Bible worth to me if my soul is a stranger to God? If we bring in all the purposes of God, then they must bear upon the conscience this way. A sense of Gods love to the soul, etc., will never be truly realised till it is apprehended as flowing downwards from His glory. 

    We will look into these verses which succeed the prayer relating to the saints growth in grace, etc. (verse 12) (for it is well for sinners to see the state of the saints, if only to know that they are not saints), Giving thanks unto the Father, etc. Here is the certain settled knowledge of being fit for the inheritance of the saints in light. Then we are fit for heavenly glory! This made us fit for that. 

    (1) The extent and nature of this fitness  made light in the Lord. Ye were darkness, but now are ye light: and there is the full consciousness of it, for there is thanksgiving. The saints themselves have that knowledge and apprehension of being fit. See the condition of the saints  Delivered from the power of Satan, and translated into the kingdom of Gods dear Son. The Christian, can say, I was darkness but am now in the place of Christ as to my standing before God. 

    (2) The means by which we have been brought into this condition: Through his blood; and not only redemption, but the sins forgiven. I was a slave, but am now a redeemed soul in the kingdom of the Son. It is accomplished between Him and the Father; a settled thing in bringing a poor lost sinner and setting him in the presence of God. Had I any part in it? No. He did it through His blood. When we simply believe, we always know it is by Christs blood we are purged. You may not be sure you are a believer; I do not ask you if you know this: but do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? If the soul rests on Jesus, there is not a cloud; but if on yourself, you may well be uncertain, because you have got into the mud of your own hearts. But in Jesus there is nothing but blessedness: light, nothing but light; every step of His path perfect light. Faith is believing what Christ Himself is; therefore it immediately breaks out in this passage about the glorious object, Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature. There are distinct parts of Christs glory here brought out. The Lord Jesus created all, and therefore He is the Head of all; not only as Adam having dominion, and everything brought to him to name, but by him were all things created; and He must be above everything and everybody: dominions, principalities, powers, etc. Then there is another character of headship in verse 18: Firstborn from the dead. None could go lower than death, but we see Him going down into it, and rising up from it, and He fills all things. Everything is created by Him and for Him; and, mark, He takes them as man. What is man? etc. (Psalm 8). Mark another thing also in this verse 18. He is Head of His body, the church; she is His helpmate, His bride. 

    The next thing is, we find His inheritance defiled  God dishonoured  the world ruined  and man guilty! The angels have not kept their first estate above, and man has not kept his state below  none have kept it. But He must be glorified in bringing it all back again, and the first thing was for God to be honoured, for He has been dishonoured; therefore He must make peace through the blood of His cross. In making atonement there were in the type two goats to be taken, one lot for the Lord, and one for the people. The goat on which the Lords lot fell was to be offered for a sin-offering; but the goat on which the lot fell on behalf of the people had to be presented alive before the Lord, so as to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness; and that goat was to bear upon him all their iniquities into a land not inhabited; and he shall let go the goat into the wilderness. Has God been glorified then? Yes, fully glorified, Gods requirements more than met. And who do I find has come in to repair the breach? It is the Son of His love. I find it all done. And where could God ever have been glorified as in the work of His Son? He glorified God. I have glorified thee on the earth. Could Adam have so glorified Him in Paradise? Such love for a sinner could only have been shewn in the redemption of man. The mercy-seat is sprinkled with blood. Gods lot, not the peoples lot, is a token of perfect peace being made with God through the blood of the cross: yes, everything reconciled in heaven and in earth: it does not say under the earth, that is not mentioned here. Thus we have the basis of everything ransomed to be with God and for God for ever and ever. It can never stand on creation title; though heaven and earth will stand in the presence of God, but it will be in redemption title alone. We, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth. 

    You hath he reconciled, etc. This is a thing to give thanks for now If I am to return in heart and mind to God, I must be reconciled. God saw the need, and from the fulness and perfectness of His own love He did it all. We have known and believed, etc. Such is the condition of the Christian; and if you ask a proof of it, this is the answer  He laid down His life. You that were sometime alienated, and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. Not only have we a wicked nature in us (children of wrath), but more than this, we have done wrong, thought wrong, spoken wrong; and then, besides that, our hearts are alienated, the sure consequence of sin. Did you ever see a servant or a child do wrong, and glad to meet his master or parent afterwards? Does not the sense of having done wrong keep them away from those against whom they have sinned? Yes. Alienation of heart there is, because we do not want God to come and say to us, as to Adam, Where art thou? There is first, lust, then the commission of sin, then the mind turned away and at enmity. Then, in this condition, God comes to bring it back. How can He do it? Ruined, unhappy, wretched as I am, if God is for me, I can come to Him. Grace can come and make me happy. God comes in grace to win me back when thus alienated, and tells me He has dealt about my sins. This will bring me back. Law convicts, but never wins back  never. It is as though we said to God, My conscience makes me dislike you  makes me unhappy with you: take away my sins; and I will come back. This certainly is in substance what the gospel of God says to us both about our sin and about His grace. 

    And will He half reconcile? No, He has completely done it: In the body of his flesh through death. There were you under your sins. Christ came as a real true man about these sins that are distressing you and keeping you away from God. I see Him made sin, bearing to take the dreadful cup of Gods wrath: all the sins laid upon Him like the scapegoat: Jesus Christ coming in a body, not with a message that it shall be done. No, the thing is done. God has visited sinners in love. I meet God by faith there where He had met me; and I see in the body of Christs flesh through death, He has put sin entirely away. I have nothing to do with it. Who could do anything to add to such a work? Men may wag their heads at it in derision, but the work is done fully and completely. Christ is gone up; and He is gone to present you holy, and unblamable, and unreprovable in His sight. Was there any mistake, any uncertainty? No, the soul knows and feels that God has done it. If He has me in His sight, He must have me holy and unblamable and unreprovable, and He has made me so: and when He finished the work, He sat down. After he had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right hand of God. Well then may it be said, Giving thanks unto the Father who hath made us meet, etc. The work is done; and now God sends to declare, as the apostle says, his righteousness. Did you accomplish it? Did you do anything towards it? Nothing, but your sins. He has made peace. Our souls then can rest in this blessed peace. And it is not only that I have this peace: no, God has peace for me; and the nearer I get to God, the more I see the fulness and perfectness of this peace. It is Gods peace, and I have peace in it. All there is according to His own perfectness. He rests in Christs work for my sin. If He had nothing more to require, what can I require? All the ground of my connection with God is that His love has been manifested in putting away my sins; and I have peace in that. If you think you must satisfy God as a creditor, you do not know God. God is love, and He is known through the cross. If I own God as my Saviour and Lord, it marks all my character. I have new objects and new motives. I may do the same things, harmless in themselves perhaps, but I have a different motive in doing them when I know God. It is not what a man does that marks his character, but why he does it. When I know God in Christ, I go and do right things because I love God. I may be outwardly correct and moral, but the spring and motive may be all wrong at once. A child may see if you say He has translated me from the power of darkness into the kingdom of His dear Son. If I have peace with God, there is nothing between Him and me. The peace is made. It is a thing accomplished. 

    Now, are you reconciled to God? Grace, and glory, and love then are brought before your soul by the Holy Ghost; and you will be changed into the same image from glory to glory, etc. If I know I am to be like Him at the day of His appearing, I shall be purifying myself, even as he is pure now. May the Lord work in our hearts by His own Spirit, conforming us who believe into the image of Jesus, soon to be conformed to the Firstborn in glory. 

    PART 2

    Besides the Person of the Lord coming out fully in this chapter as Head of His body the church, and Creator of all things, the main subject that is developed in the epistle is life, much more in its detail than in the Ephesians, where we have rather the glories of the church of God in contrast with the previous heathen, or even Jewish, state. Here, in Colossians, it is the life of Christ in us, and does not go as far in regard to privileges. The apostle gives us the saints risen with Christ, and then takes this life and shews what it is. But in doing so he puts the Christian fully in his place with God in that life. The Christian is taken as indeed risen, but yet on the earth, just simply having life yet not sitting in heavenly places. He puts the Christian in the power of resurrection, and the life of Christ in resurrection in the Christian. But heaven is looked at still as a matter of hope: you are looking up to it  your life is hid with Christ in God; but you are not seated there yet; whereas in Ephesians we are there in Christ. In Colossians he looks at what the power of that life is, and the Christian as risen put in this place before God; and then he shews the power of this life in the details of daily life. 

    And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. The knowledge which we have in this new life is renewed after the image of God Himself. A life has come in which has overcome the world, and I get into the new place which Christ is in as man before God. Thus we have Christs place, but still down here; then what the power and character of that life are practically, as passing through this world just as Christ did. He was properly a heavenly man passing through the world, overcoming everything, and having all His joy in His Father, and He puts us into that life, both as to its acceptance and as to its power. (You do not get here all the privileges that flow from it.) Consequently the only proper place of one looked at as risen with Christ is the place He has before God. 

    You have the Head largely brought out here, the object and source of it all. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. In Ephesians we are the fulness of him that filleth all in all, for we are looked at as His body. On the one side all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him, a real man, and on the other you are complete in Him and have everything in Him. The fulness of the Godhead has been revealed in Christ, and we are complete in Him before God. He sets us in connection with Him in virtue of Christ who is at Gods right hand, and we are waiting for the hope which is laid up in heaven. 

    If ye continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel. Speaking of the Christian in Christ, you never get any if. I could not say, If I was at C  , for here I am. There is no if to your place in Christ, no condemnation. But there is another aspect in which we may look at the Christian; he is running a race towards glory. You have it especially in the Hebrews: the saints are viewed there as on earth, Christ the Son of God and man as in heaven; and so you do not get the truth there of their being united to Christ  the body to its Head. Whenever the Christian is looked at in his path through this world, then the ifs come in; only with them you get the blessed testimony to the faithfulness of God in carrying us through to heaven. With acceptance and the value of Christs blood, there are no ifs; but when I am running the race, then I say I must get to heaven. When Israel was redeemed out of Egypt, there was no if then: so the one offering has perfected for ever them that are sanctified. I am kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation; but why do I want to be kept? I find with this revelation that I have a need of being kept, so that I am constantly in need of being entirely dependent every instant upon this grace; but with it the positive revelation that the grace will not fail. Therefore dependence is maintained, and it is very blessed to be kept in dependence. A man has to learn his entire dependence, as the Lord says, Without me ye can do nothing. This man does not say, but thinks he can do a great deal; and so we have to learn dependence, but at the same time the blessed truth of the unfailing faithfulness of God. He withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous; He always has His eyes on them for blessing, though He may have to chasten them. 

    Neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. Why do you say that? Because the devil would pluck them out if he could. Before we come into the effect and result of all in glory, it is the wisdom of God that I should be called to lean upon Him. So He puts one through this process where ones faith is constantly exercised; and then I have to learn too that He never fails me. I have to learn myself and to learn God. It is painful to learn oneself, but then there is the blessed truth of the unspeakable condescension of God in taking notice of our state and circumstances. Interested in us every moment, as I said before, he withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous. Intercourse with God is maintained; it is the path we have to walk in as being redeemed. Supposing we were to give up Christ and have done with Him, then we should not have life or peace or anything. Some of the Hebrews seem to have been in danger of drawing back and are warned accordingly. 

    We will see where God has set the Christian. Seeing we are risen with Christ is more than seeing we are forgiven. Forgiveness is the perfect clearing away of every spot (the first thing we need). Guilt is all gone in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross, where we had no part but our sins and the wickedness that crucified Him. Without shedding of blood there is no remission. If we were not perfected in conscience before God, Christ must have suffered often. What is to put sin away if it is not put away now? I may hate it and judge it more (that is the work of the Spirit in me), but I speak of the putting it away once for all. Now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. He came the first time to bear sin; when He comes the second time, He will have nothing to do with sin, He comes to receive us to Himself. We stand between the first coming of Christ, in which He wrought redemption on the cross and gave Himself to put away sin, and the second coming of Christ, when in virtue of that work He comes to receive believers to Himself; and the Holy Ghost is come down meanwhile to give me the full sense of what He did the first time, and the bright and blessed hope of what He will do the second time. We have nothing between, except of course the operations of the Holy Ghost, for the work of the Spirit is going on, most blessed in its place, to lead us on to grow up unto Him in all things; but, as regards the work of Christ, He sits in the presence of God because all is done. There is no progress in the value of Christs blood, nor in the righteousness of God which we are in Christ. 

    The first thing then is redemption  a work which delivers us from the place we were in, and brings us into the new place that Christ is in before God as man. God takes away the sins, and gives us all Christ besides. It belongs to us as being in Christ, though in this epistle it is more Christ in us. 

    As for the glories of Christ that are to come  all things created by Him and for Him, and He taking them all up as man  we read that He is going to reconcile the whole state and order of things in heaven and earth; but you hath he reconciled. The Christian does not wait till then. I am perfectly reconciled to God. There I was a stranger and an enemy, away from Him; and here I am, my sins entirely gone, and my heart, by this wondrous revelation of love, brought back to delight in God. I am reconciled; and a great and blessed thing it is. If I am reconciled to a person with whom I have been at enmity, there is nothing any longer between us; if there is anything, then I am not reconciled. If you have an after-thought, a misgiving, after all I do not know whether it is all right, then you are not reconciled; the heart is not free. 

    But we do by faith get perfect liberty with God through the precious blood of Christ, and the power and presence of the Spirit of God giving us the consciousness of it in our souls. You hath he reconciled. He makes this difference between us and reconciling the things around us, which will not be till the new heavens and new earth. The state of things will be reconciled, which is not so now, for the world has rejected Christ, and will never see Him in that way again; but we, believers, are reconciled to God. It is Gods estimate of Christs blood that is the measure of my acceptance with Himself; it gives me peace. I have been reconciled to God in the consciousness of the perfect love that gave Christ; but beside that I am brought into perfect favour with God, the favour which rests upon Christ. It is not merely that the old things are swept away, and my sins washed out in the blood of Christ, but the perfect love of God is revealed in doing it. I come back to God in unbounded confidence and infinite love. This is the place of the Christian. Christ, being in us, teaches us, and conducts down into our souls this love of God; and the heart is thus reconciled in blessed peace and righteousness, resting in the consciousness of His perfect grace towards us. 

    If you look up to God and get into His holy presence, do you feel perfect liberty with Him? Poor unworthy creatures we certainly are in ourselves (and in the light I see more how worthless I am); but God spared not His own Son. There is no doubt or cloud as to that which He is for our souls, because it has been perfectly revealed to us in the word of God, as it has been proved in Christ Himself and the cross. 

    Redemption and forgiveness is the first thing; reconciliation is the second. Then mark another thing, beloved friends: who hath delivered us from the power of darkness. The world is blinded; where God is not known, they are in pitch darkness. They may be very clever on everything else; but this has nothing whatever to do with God. Mans mental powers may be great; he may be full of science; but the moment his breath goes forth, all that is gone. The light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not  that is, on Christs coming into this world. Wherever the light does come in, wherever God is known, what is the effect? It reaches the conscience. If mans mind were capable of judging what God is, or of knowing what He ought to be, then he would be master of the subject. Do you put God in that place? When God comes in, it is to put me in my place, and Himself in His place, as with the woman of Samaria in John 4. All true intelligence of God comes in by the conscience. The heart, no doubt, is attracted by His grace; but all true knowledge of Him comes in by the conscience, though it may be developed afterwards. It is not only light but unspeakable love has been revealed, and He has delivered me fully and brought me into the very place in which Christ is before God. I am translated into the kingdom of the Son of his love. It is the operation of grace which does come in, and makes us know what we are  true moral light in the soul; but the effect is to take me out of darkness, and put me into the kingdom of the Son of his love. 

    There is another thing in which many feel more difficulty. Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. Here we are told of meetness. For what? For the inheritance of the saints in light  that is, in glory. But, as a Christian, I am not looking to get at it  He hath made us meet. May I not say, See what a work God has done! Yea, I am to give thanks for it too. The thief was fit to be Christs companion in paradise that day. Christ was there for him on the cross, and the value of the work of Christ was proved in taking that man straight that day to be His own companion above. Did God put him in unfit? Of course not. Fit for what? Fit to be with Christ in paradise. Exactly so am I, having redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins, then reconciled to God, and delivered from the power of darkness, and made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. All that is done, that it may be known now by faith. By grace I do value the death of Christ; but God values it a great deal more. There is where my sin can be fully estimated: I hate it, and confess it; but after all a holy God sees it a great deal more deeply than I do, however sincere I may be. God knows all my sin, and He knows that Christ has put it away. I am left here for two things  to learn a great deal about myself, which is ever humbling; and to learn of God in Christ the unutterable patience and love and goodness of God. 

    For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. I have not merely, as in the law, what a man ought to be; I have now been taught of God, and know what God is, and that I am His child  brought to Him by redemption. He says that you are a partaker of His holiness; He is making you enjoy His love: now you must not do anything that would hinder your enjoying it, or that would grieve the Spirit. You are brought into the light, and everything that does not suit the light must go. It is not merely avoiding crimes and positive sins, but you are to be filled with the knowledge of His will. God has a thought, and a mind, and a path, for His children; and this is Christs path, that we should walk in His steps. He that saith he abideth in him, ought himself to walk even as he walked. Did you ever see Christ avenge Himself? Did you ever see selfishness working in Him? or trying to get rich, or seeking for pleasure or amusement? Then you go and walk like Him, as a person redeemed to God by the precious blood of Christ. It is a great mercy that God has a will about us and a path for us. I am the way, says Christ. He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. It is following His steps, walking in the spirit and mind in which He walked. I have set the Lord always before me. 

    You will see how the apostle brings that out, That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. Here am I called today and to-morrow to walk worthy of the Lord  nothing that I do, say, or think, which should not be worthy of Christ Himself. Here it is all growth: I have got the life. I say to a child, You go and walk worthy of your family ; but if he has no sense of what his family is, it is no use telling him to walk worthy of it; but if he has the sense of the integrity and standing of his family, then he knows how to walk worthy of it. In all things behaving ourselves as the ministers of God. You get the word worthy in three ways. In Thessalonians, Walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. In Ephesians it is the same thing practically: Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. Here, in Colossians, it is, Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. Did He ever do His own will in anything? No, He did His Fathers. Are you content never to do your own will, but to take Christs will as that which is to be the spring and motive of all you do? Then communion is not interrupted; and it is joy and blessing beyond all human thought. You say, Am I never to do what I like? Like! Do you like not to be always with Christ? This detects the workings of the flesh. 

    Then comes the activity, the growing acquaintance with God, Increasing in [or rather, by] the knowledge of God. The full joy of heaven is the knowledge of God. If I am going after the world, will this be increasing by the knowledge of God? It tests what I like? Do you like to be away from God, and to do your own will sometimes? But He says, I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my heart. Do you delight to do it? Oh, what a thought it is, that in this dark world God has perfectly revealed Himself in Christ, nay more that He dwells in us! Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Christ, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. There is God by His Spirit. 

    Now mark how this works. Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power. I shall find plenty of difficulties in the way, and temptations of all kinds  possibly death, as has often been the case in some countries; but we are strengthened with all might. There is the strength. I have been brought into close relationship with God, and there I get this power. Unto what? Unto all patience. This sounds a poor thing, but you will find it is just what tries you. Let patience have its perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. And again, The signs of an apostle were wrought in me in all patience. Are you always patient? Do you not want divine power for it? I may want a setting right in the church of God, or in the Lords work, or in a thousand things; but I must have patience. I must wait on God. 

    Supposing my will is not at work, there comes meekness and gentleness. Even things that try, I can take gently and meekly and quietly with others, and then he adds, if that is the case, my life is in full display before God, and there is the enjoyment of God. I enter into all this blessedness, I am not merely made meet, but giving thanks, because I am in the positive and blessed enjoyment of all. When I am walking in patience of heart and long-suffering, my soul is with God. I get the blessed enjoyment of what He is, and I grow by the knowledge of Him; To him that hath shall be given. If I am honest, I say, I do not know what His will is; perhaps there is something in myself that I have not yet detected. Here I have all these exercises; but it is in the sense of the divine favour resting on me with the consciousness of a child of God. The more a child is with his father, and delights in him, of course the better he will grow up, understanding what his father likes. It is so with us before God. 

    Later on we are told, we have put off the old man with his deeds; and then it is added, Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering  the graces belonging to the Christian. You must have the consciousness of what you are as the elect of God, and then put them on in that blessed consciousness. It was thus Christ ever walked as man. 

    Strengthened unto all patience. You will find there is nothing that tests the strength of your soul like waiting for God. We think we must do things that we think right; we must rather learn to wait. Take Saul, for example, in 1 Samuel 13. He ought to have waited, and said, I can do nothing. We have but a little while more to go through the wilderness, but it is with God. 

    And now, beloved, I only ask, but I earnestly ask, you, Are your souls free with God, reconciled to Him? Are you before God in virtue of the cross? or will you pretend to stand before Him as a Judge? Enter not into judgment with thy servant, says the Psalmist, for in thy sight shall no man living be justified. He who will be the Judge first died on the cross as the Saviour. When I appear before Him, I find the Person who Himself put away my sins, and in whom I am now resting. 

    The cross of Christ is where everything is morally perfected. There the whole question of good and evil was solved. The world despises the cross; and God meant it to be a despicable thing  a gibbet. But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, that no flesh should glory in his presence. There, on the basest thing in the world, He has hung salvation. But the moment I am inside, I find everything in the cross  the uttermost sin of man in enmity against God, all the power of Satan, but the perfect man in Christ. The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. But, on the other side, God is there in perfect righteousness against sin, and in perfect love for the sinner; and as you go on, you find that the new heavens and the new earth  all things in short  will be perfected by the cross. There I have perfect righteousness against sin, and perfect love towards the sinner; and I find peace and rest, not merely rest but Gods rest. For He rests in His love, in the blessedness of those He has brought near in Christ, and He will bring them into His rest in glory. 

    The Lord give you fully to see the place where He has brought you, and, in the consciousness of your relationship with God, to set it forth, and walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. Surely we have to give thanks unto the Father, when we see the unutterable love that is in it all: He did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. Then follows the suited Christian walk. The Lord give you to see, beloved, with the eyes of faith what God was and wrought in Christ, so that you should be before God according to it, as reconciled to Him, and then seek to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing by the knowledge of God. 

  
    READING AT ROCHDALE (JND 42)

    Colossians 1

    The epistle to the Colossians was written more expressly to Gentiles; that to the Ephesians was, too, but Colossians exclusively so. 

    The saint is here viewed as risen, but still on earth, and his hope is laid up for him in heaven; that gives a character to the epistle. And inasmuch as he is on earth, he is still in the desert, and so there is an if. You get no ifs in Ephesians, because you are there sitting in the heavenly places in Christ. But whenever you get the desert, you get if. It is well to keep the two clear and distinct. 

    QuesIn the first epistle of John there are many ifs? 

    It is just another kind of way of speaking, in many cases. I might say to you, if you are an Englishman, I hope you will not dishonour your country; that is the way in 1 John as well as in Colossians 3. It has no reference to progress; but if we say, if we confess, is merely putting the case; it is not, you will be in glory if you are faithful to the end. 

    Gods chastening forms no part of His purpose, but it is part of His way. 

    QuesIs it in Gods ways, then, that we get priesthood? 

    Yes; priesthood, and ifs, and all that. Only remember that along with the desert if, you get Gods certain faithfulness to bring us through. That is not simply salvation, but Gods keeping. No man is able to pluck them out of my Fathers hand. Then there is somebody who wants to pluck me, I suppose. 

    QuesBut at the end of Exodus 4 you get Aaron brought to Moses? 

    Yes, but that is more apostolic than priesthood. 

    QuesAs to what does if imply a doubt? 

    No doubt as to anything else but dependence, so that I may not doubt. God has delivered me out of Egypt, and I am not in the flesh; but now, how do I know that I am going to get into glory? God will keep me, and that is dependence. 

    QuesBut there cannot be real dependence, if there is a doubt? 

    Precisely so. Then I have every-day cares, and God chastens me and proves me. He puts us through a process which both exercises us and shews us His own constant love and care. 

    In Colossians 1 you get the fullest statement of not only our redemption, but also of our fitness for glory and of our being reconciled, and then we find an if. 

    QuesIs there any thought of communion in Colossians? 

    Yes; but that is not its subject. There is of the one body. The epistle to the Colossians treats of life; union is by the Holy Ghost, and He is not spoken of in Colossians save in the verse, love in the Spirit, and that is only to shew the general character of the affection. 

    The presence of the Holy Ghost in us makes our bodies His temples; and if that was the same thing in itself as life, I should be an incarnation of the Holy Ghost. 

    If I am starting across the wilderness to reach Canaan for the blessing, I must get there before I can obtain the blessing. 

    QuesOur place and title are in heaven, and we are not living in the world? 

    Yes, but we are living in the world. 

    QuesThen why does he says, Why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances? 

    Because he is blaming them for acting in the world as if of it; but then that shews they are still here. 

    In Romans, the Christian is looked at as an actual living man in the world. 

    In Ephesians, it is as a man in Christ in heaven; 

    In Colossians, he is risen, but not yet in heaven; 

    In Philippians, you get the full character of faithfulness in the race, and the like. Even justification is put before Christ there: That I may... be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, etc. Not that he doubted for himself a moment, for he says, I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

    Philippians is not so much the certainty of the place I am in but that Gods way, when He has redeemed me, is to bring me into a place of experiences through which I must go; only I have the certainty that He will keep me in it. Where people bring in this question of certainty, and connect it with their acceptance, all becomes uncertainty. And that is what systems do. 

    QuesWould a servant be accepted in his work, if he has not the purpose of God? 

    Well, yes, he might be. 

    QuesWould he not be deficient? 

    Yes, to that extent. 

    QuesWhy, if by any means I might attain? 

    If it cost him his life. He did not mean to say that he had attained. 

    QuesWhat is walking worthy? 

    Well, it is just having the same motives and principles as Christ. There are three such passages: 

    Walk worthy of God who calls you to his own kingdom and glory, 1 Thessalonians 2:12; 

    Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, Colossians 1; 

    Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, Ephesians 4:1. 

    They are all substantially the same thing, but different characters of it. 

    When you come to full Christianity, you see the Lord Jesus always walked and spake in this world as the Son of man who is in heaven; and though they made a great outcry about it, He was a heavenly Man. He was a true, real and heavenly Man down here. 

    QuesBut, Who is in heaven, could not now be applied to a believer? 

    No, only as in Christ. 

    QuesWould not, in heaven, involve His omnipresence? 

    Of course it would. 

    QuesBut in John is it not the existing thing on earth? 

    Yes, it is the divine presence. It proves the unity of the two natures. That verse is strongly quoted against those who deny the Deity of Christ. 

    You cannot separate the glory in which Christ is from the actual holiness in which we ought to walk down here. The character of holiness is always the reflection of Christ in the glory. So, We all looking on the glory of the Lord with unveiled face are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory. 

    The end of the 1 Thessalonians 3 is almost nonsense, as man looks at things; if we had been writing, we should say, stablish you unblamable in holiness down here; but it is all made out, and manifested there. In John, I know I am going to be perfectly like Him in the glory, and so I purify myself according to that standard. 

    QuesIs there any distinction between being in heaven and in heavenly places? 

    No; heavenly places is more general, that is all. 

    In Exodus 15:13, you find a difference which shews the thing, typically speaking: Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation, i.e., to Himself. But in verse 17, it is, Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, and there you get typified the heavenly places. 

    God is sovereign in love, and it is nowhere said in Scripture that we are love. I cannot be love, nor can I say that I am it; but as to light, it is said, Now are ye light in the Lord. Light is a pure nature. It shews the sovereign character of love. 

    QuesPreserved blameless. How do you understand that? Is it perfection? 

    It is a different thing from perfection. I am to be a babe in Christ, and I shall walk as a babe, but without tripping, as I lean on Him. Perfection is really being like Christ in glory. I have no standard but Christ in glory; and that is to be realised in my path down here, in thoughts, and motives, and feelings. 

    QuesThen Christs life down here is not the standard? 

    Yes, it is. Down here, He was the expression of what is divine and heavenly in heaven. 

    Suppose you have a motive that you could not enjoy in heaven, are you walking worthy of Christ? No. 

    There are, as to bodily necessities, a great many things I do here that I shall not do there. 

    But if I only eat because I am hungry, I eat in the same way a pig eats. Christ would not eat when hungry, because He had no word from God to do so. He walked down here as having motives and affections up in heaven. And we can never go rightly except so far as our mind and conversation are up in heaven. 

    QuesIs that word conversation a correct one? 

    It is not quite exact; it means the moral and the political life. 

    QuesThis makes a vast difference between the walk of a saint in the old dispensation, and the walk of a saint now? 

    Of course it does. Old Testament saints were not, as regards their actual faith, dead and risen at all, though of course they had life. And they soon found out that this world did not do for them. 

    But now, we have the Christian viewed as risen, with a hope which is of great importance as regards this practical life: Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

    QuesPeter does not go so far as this? 

    No. Redemption, and born of the incorruptible seed of the word of God; that is the basis in Peter. 

    QuesIt is the moral effects of Christs death, in Peter, rather than the death and resurrection? 

    Yes; Christ has suffered, and he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin. It is the same thing, but more the practical side of it. 

    QuesHe says, being dead to sins? 

    He does, but it is rather as having done with sins. 

    Paul goes to the root of the whole thing. 

    It is not only in the fact of having life, but also in the associations of life, that we belong to there where Christ is. 

    Those who have not the hope of the Lords return cannot apprehend what is the true path of a Christian; they may have life, of course, in one sense, but they have not the proper stamp of heavenly life in their daily practice down here. 

    I never would myself put forth the Lords coming as a thing to be proved, but rather as being a substantive part of Christianity itself. You might have to prove it to an infidel. 

    QuesCould a person walk as he walked, who did not know it? 

    No. But it ought to give tone to every-day life in a Christian. The Lords coming is an integral part of the gospel; it is put so here: Whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel. 

    QuesMight not people have it in their hearts? 

    Yes; but, for that, it must be a fact before them. Love his appearing is the affections of the heart. 

    QuesDoes not the general idea that people have about the Lords coming give a certain character to them? 

    Well, it is more as taking place at the end of the world, in peoples ideas; but that is not waiting for somebody. 

    If I am waiting for someone to come and take me up out of it, what then is the world to me? What comes of its plans, and its running after money, and all that kind of thing? A man may not know much about the rapture of the church, and yet be waiting for someone to come and take him out of this scene. 

    Before ever I knew about the Lords coming, I think I loved His appearing. I knew nothing about the doctrine, but the principle of loving His appearing was in my mind, though I could not define it. I do not talk now of the rapture, though it is most blessed to get that, too. What I delight in, is Christs coming and setting aside the whole thing I am in. 

    QuesWould that be more John 14? 

    Yes. But that brings in the full element of our place in heaven. John 13 and 14 are, that the Lord cannot stay with His disciples here, but as He is not going to give them up, He must take them there. 

    QuesIs there any thought of the rapture in the parable of the ten virgins? 

    No. Matthew was to Israel, so you get no ascension there at all. 

    QuesWhat is, they... went in with him? 

    They have a part with Him down here; and the marriage is with Jerusalem on earth, not the Jerusalem above. 

    QuesHow does that apply to saints now? 

    Exactly; they went out to meet the Bridegroom. It is not the heavenly side and the rapture, though when the Bridegroom comes and they meet Him, that would be practically the rapture to us. 

    QuesIs it connected with responsibility more than with grace? 

    Well, it is more a history of what will happen. The difficulty is as to the virgins. They were converted, you may say, to wait for Gods Son, and they go out to meet Him. And while the Bridegroom tarried, they turned in to some place to rest; and then they went to sleep. They are heavenly saints, but not the bride, i.e., not viewed in that aspect. So they go in to the marriage. 

    QuesBut at the end of the chapter we have His coming in? 

    No; He sits on the throne of His glory, but it is not quite His coming in glory. 

    The kingdom of heaven, as we have it now, is without a king. When Christ comes it will not be so. The heavens rule in that general way after He comes, but then it will be the kingdom of the Father and of the Son of man. 

    QuesThen the kingdom of heaven exists in three forms: first, in principles; next, in mystery; and lastly, in actual power at the end? 

    Quite so; but the mystery character is over when He comes in power. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between the two terms coming and appearing? 

    Coming is a general word; you get the appearing of his coming in 2 Thessalonians 2. First He comes, and does not appear, and takes us up to be with Himself. But when he shall appear, we shall appear with Him in glory. 

    QuesWhat are the saints of the most high places in the seventh chapter of Daniel? 

    Those who are linked with God in heaven, during the time that earthly power is in the hands of His enemies. They are killed for their testimony, or by the beast when he is in power, and, being so killed, they would lose earthly blessing, so God takes them up to heaven, though it will be too late for them to be in the body of Christ. 

    QuesWhat is the kingdom of the Father? 

    The heavenly part of the kingdom of heaven which will be our portion. That of the Son of man is the earthly part of it. 

    In Ephesians, we are seen sitting in the heavenly places in Christ, and therefore the inheritance is the inheritance of all things that Christ created. Creation is the inheritance. But in 1 Peter or in Colossians, the thing is in heaven, and you are down here; it is incorruptible and undefiled, reserved in heaven for you, or a hope that is laid up for you in heaven. 

    QuesThen what is the kingdom of the Son of his love? 

    It is an expression only used here; we were under the power of darkness, i.e., of Satan; but now we have been brought not merely out of darkness into His marvellous light, but also into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in the oneness of the love. 

    In verses 9 and 10, our walk is connected with our spiritual state; God does not intend that these should be separated. To have simply the knowledge of Gods will, in fact, without walking worthy, would be mischief to me, because I should then be without exercise as to being a spiritual saint. But the being filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, is in order that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work. I must get divine wisdom and spiritual understanding; but then this acquaintance with His will is here connected with the state of soul. There might be something in the state of my soul that hinders the full following of Christ. It is, that ye might walk worthy of the Lord. How can I do that if I do not know what Christ is? 

    It should read, I think, increasing by the knowledge of God; that is its meaning. 

    QuesYou connect it all with knowing Christ in glory? 

    Yes; but I get also the knowledge of what God is in His nature. Christ as a man had perfect knowledge of God; and so perfect obedience and love to His Father flowed out in Him. He says: If I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you. 

    QuesSaints in light, what is that? 

    The absolute purity of Gods presence, and that is what I am made meet for. 

    QuesWhose power is it in verse 11? 

    It is Gods power. It is walk worthy of the Lord; but you get, walk worthy of God in 1 Thessalonians. If I am walking about in my Fathers name, I ought at least to walk worthy of Him. 

    The revelation of the name of the Father brings eternal life with it; the Father sent the Son that we might live through him. What brings eternal life is Christ Himself, who was with the Father and was manifested unto us; and if I get Christ, I get life. 

    But if the Son is my life, I cry Abba, Father, through the Spirit. 

    QuesDo you mean to imply that the millennial revelation (Most High) does not give eternal life? 

    Certainly I do. Christ can quicken whom He will, but life and incorruptibility were brought to light by the gospel, not by the Most High as such. 

    QuesCan you speak of that life as existing in the believer? 

    Certainly I can. It is not in me in an independent way, but He says, ye in me and I in you; and the life of Jesus should be manifested in our mortal bodies. If you talk of it existing in the believer, it is not communicated to him without his having the Son in him. 

    QuesHad Old Testament saints eternal life? 

    It was not revealed to them; it is the same thing essentially. It says brought... to light, it does not say that they then only began to exist by it. 

    The intelligent Jew had a hope; but Peter says, Unto whom it was revealed that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister. 

    People tell you that Christianity is the accomplishment of the promises. It is no such thing. They have yet to be accomplished. We are living between the sufferings and the glory. 

    QuesWould not a converted Jew see Christ in the types? 

    Partly so. They had prophets, too. 

    QuesThen we have eternal life in us? 

    We have eternal life in us, because Christ is in us, its source; He is it. Scripture is very accurate. This is becoming to be of immense moment. If I say it is not me, as me, then it is my own state, and not Christ my life. Some are urging, How can you have a new me, but that is simply fighting Scripture. 

    The new me is Christ. Nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. This is most important, because nowadays the setting human nature right is what they are all at. 

    When the prodigal son was converted and was going to meet his father, he says, Make me as one of thy hired servants, which just shows he had not yet met his father. 

    Dont you say Father if you do not know that you are a child. 

    Where a man is still in the flesh, as regards the state of his soul, he always mixes up his state with his acceptance. 

    QuesWhere would you place, as to the body, those quickened souls which have not the Holy Ghost? 

    They are not in the body. 

    The moment redemption was accomplished and everything was finished, so that Christ went back to God, then the Holy Ghost came down on all them that believed. He had previously wrought in the prophets, and in creation, too, but He had not come till then. 

    QuesThey that are in the flesh, does that contemplate a quickened soul? 

    It is an abstract statement. 

  
    READING AT ROCHDALE (JND 42)

    Colossians 1 (continued)

    Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and long-suffering with joyfulness. Patience is a wonderful thing; and it is a great thing to have patience that does not give way. You must wait until God has worked things out in peoples souls. James insists upon it: Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. Not that that touches the perfection of the work of grace. People fancy they reach holiness by enfeebling the work of grace. They talk about being justified, and then made meet; but you will never find that in Scripture. There are plenty of scriptures about progress, but not one of them is connected with our being meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. 

    QuesDo you distinguish between justification and being made meet? 

    Justification is more the clearing us from the old thing. There are two things in my acceptance, like as in the fifth and the eighth of Romans. Christ was delivered for our offences, that is one thing. 

    QuesIn Romans 4 you get the imputation of righteousness? 

    Yes; in Romans 4 that is used as the same thing with forgiving sins. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus is the eighth, and there I have a new thing  positive acceptance  I am fit for God in the life of Christ. 

    QuesThen as to sanctification? 

    That depends; for we are sanctified to the blood of sprinkling, in 1 Peter 1. Whenever you get sanctifying and justifying put together, the sanctifying comes first, though that is very unorthodox. 

    But the clearing the believer from guilt, and the putting him in the positive place of acceptance, are two things. What is the measure of my acceptance? Is it only that my sins are put away? 

    QuesWhat about unto obedience in 1 Peter 1? 

    The obedience of Christ is the character of our obedience. Suppose my child wanted to go into the town, and I said, No, sit down and do your lesson, and he does; it would be very nice and right; but Christ never obeyed in that way. 

    The proper character of Christian obedience is that the motive for doing a thing is that it is Gods will. 

    QuesDoes not justification include the imputation of righteousness in itself? 

    It is the same thing. Justification gives me title to stand in the presence of God; but it does not tell me what I am when there. There is the fact that my sins are cleared away, but I also get the acceptance of Christ Himself. I find Him sitting now at the right hand of God, and I am brought to God in all His value. 

    QuesBut in Romans 5 the believer is justified by faith, and has peace with God, and rejoices as well in hope of the glory of God? 

    Yes; you find the favour of God is towards us, but you do not get our new place before God. In the eighth chapter you do get this, and it is connected with seeing you are not in the flesh at all. Then where are you? You are in Christ. Heaps of dear people do not know that. They say they are poor sinners, and the cross of Christ just suits them; but let them put themselves before the judgment-seat, and are they sure they are perfectly saved? No, they are not. But what if I am the righteousness of God!! 

    It is one thing to say, I am clear from my sins as a child of Adam, and quite another thing to say, I am accepted in Christ as a child of God. 

    None of us values the cross as it ought to be valued by us, but the more we look at the cross, the more we shall see that every question of good and evil has been brought to an issue there. 

    Man in absolute wickedness, hating God come in goodness as a Man among them. The devil is there in all his power, and the rest are rejoicing in getting rid of God come in Christ. Then in Christ there is perfect Man in perfect goodness, and in perfect love and obedience towards God also. That the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. There, too, I see God in righteous judgment against sin, and nowhere else, but God in perfect goodness towards the sinner. What God is, and what man is, and what the devil is, all is alike brought out at the cross! 

    Then as to acceptance and judgment, when I am called to give an account of myself at the judgment-seat, I am perfectly like the Judge who is sitting upon it, raised in glory!! But you will find a great many dear souls who have no idea of this. Bad teaching, and carelessness too, and going on with the world, have their sure effect; and so all is dim. 

    QuesIs it not peculiar here, when it says the Father has made us meet? 

    Well, it is Christ, of course, who wrought the work. 

    QuesDid the Israelites of old know the new place? 

    How could they? The brazen altar was justification from sins; and on the great day of atonement the blood was carried in to where God was. Now, in every sense, we have a totally new place. 

    Adam innocent had nothing at all to do with a risen Man. We are accepted in a Christ risen and glorified; we are in Him. And you must condemn Christ glorified if you are to condemn the man who is in Him. 

    In Romans 8 you have three characters of the same Spirit: the Spirit of God, which is in contrast with that which is of man; the Spirit of Christ, that is, as formative of what Christ was, and in whose power Christ acted and offered Himself to God; and then the Spirit of Him that raised up Christ from the dead, which includes the ultimate deliverance of the body itself. 

    QuesIt says in 1 Corinthians 2, we have the mind of Christ. Is that the same thing? 

    No; that is another thing altogether. 

    As to fitness, the thief was as fit to go to paradise as Christ. He went; well, but he had no time to get ready. 

    QuesIs it the inheritance, or the saints, in the light? 

    Both are in the light. And the man that is fit, is fit for that light. There is this also now, that we walk in the light as God is in the light. 

    QuesIs it saints in glory? 

    Yes; it goes on to that. 

    Ques. What is darkness? 

    The absence of the knowledge of God, and, as to that, it is not possible for any Christian to be in darkness. 

    As I get Christ, I get light. God is light, and if I know Him, I am not in darkness. 

    I could not be before God except through Christ; but He has let the light out, and has also put away my sins so that I should be as white as snow. In answer to Christs work, the vail was rent from top to bottom, but the rending of the vail has put me in the place of the light. I find love, too, as well as light. All Gods love is exercised in forgiving me, and I get also a position and standing before Him in Christ. 

    QuesIs there not a difference between redemption and forgiveness of sins? 

    They are the same thing here; elsewhere, redemption may include the body, but not here. 

    QuesDoes not redemption imply the deliverance from the state in which I was? 

    Yes, in its full sense it does, but not here. 

    QuesMeet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. Is that the Red Sea, or Jordan? 

    I should say it was the Red Sea, although in reality the Red Sea and Jordan coalesce. 

    In the Red Sea I get Christs death and resurrection, and in this sense all is complete; but in Jordan I get my death and resurrection with Christ, and then you find the experimental sense of things, and also Gilgal. 

    Colossians is not quite in the land; it is a kind of in-between thing. Ephesians views a man dead in his sins, and then there is a new creation, quickened together with Christ. 

    QuesIn Colossians 2:11, is that circumcision after being in the land? 

    Yes; you are over Jordan, but without being seated in the heavenly places. In Ephesians we are; not of course with Christ, but in Him. 

    In Ephesians it is gross sins, and the highest privileges. 

    In Colossians, every part of the life of the Christian is developed. Verses 9, 10, and 11 give the foundation. Then follows the unfolding of the greatness and the glory of Christ, through whom we get all this. He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. 

    QuesIn what sense is God spoken of as invisible? 

    He dwells in the light unapproachable. 

    QuesWill that be God Himself, or only in Christ? 

    In Christ is not there. I do not believe a creature can see God in His essence. But it is said that the pure in heart shall see God, and in heaven... angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

    QuesHow, then, do we see Him, if not in His essence? 

    I cannot tell you; but I am not going to be in my Fathers house, and have nothing to say to Him. 

    QuesIf God ceased to be invisible, would not Christ cease to be His image? 

    Yes, of course; we should not want Him then. 

    You never could separate the Son from the Father, nor the Father from the Son, whatever we may see. You must distinguish between abstract names which speak of a Being, and names which express relationships. 

    QuesWhat of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ in 2 Corinthians 4? 

    It is seen there now, and it will still be. The Lord was the One who expressed this on earth, and He has not ceased to do so in heaven. He is God, and if I see Him, I see God. 

    Rem. I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

    The Lamb is a distinct object; and it was so when Stephen saw Him at the right hand of God. 

    But the Father was revealed in Christ, in His life here below. That is not the same thing as here in Colossians; that would confound the Father and God. There is all the difference between my speaking of someone as a man, and my speaking of him as my father. So you might see clouds and lightnings on Mount Sinai, but not the Father. John says, If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him; it is not the love of God there, but the love of the Father, because He has a new creation now. 

    QuesI am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God. What is that? 

    Well, just so; but it does not speak of seeing or not. 

    QuesWhat is the force of James saying likeness, and not image? 

    No particular force that I know of. 

    We know the Lord as the Word, and as Christ, and as Man. 

    QuesHow was Adam made in the likeness of God? 

    There was no sin in him, and death had no power over him; and other things, too; he was a centre, and everything around him was subject to him. An angel was not made a centre of anything. Although there was no evil in Adam, he was liable to fall, of course. 

    The reason the Firstborn takes this place is that He created all things, they were created by Him and for Him. 

    QuesBefore all things; was this as to time? 

    Not merely, I think, but as having pre-eminence. As John says, He is preferred before me, for he was before me. 

    Then everything consists by Him. People talk about general laws, but I do not admit any general law without constant power exercised. 

    God has blown on general laws in connection with Christian faith, for resurrection is certainly no general law. Christianity is based on resurrection, yet certainly resurrection is not the natural consequence of death. The general way in nature is all well, but Christianity is not nature. So science can neither explain nor contradict Christianity. 

    Then there is a second headship, that of the body. And another new thing: He created everything, and then went down into death, which is below everything. A living dog is better than a dead lion. The first man went into death by disobedience, but the Second Man went into death in obedience. He could not be holden of it, and He rises up out of it. So the Second Man has passed death; passed sin; passed judgment; passed the power of Satan. He is a Man beyond it all. And we know Him thus, besides knowing the work of atonement. It is not like the first man, put to the test to see if he could glorify God or not, but Christ has been placed in the glory where He now is, after having glorified God, for His obedience was perfect. 

    God has been glorified, in His love, and majesty, and truth, and everything. This having been done, all now stands upon what is finished. As a Man, too, Christ is now Head of everything. In him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell; (Father is in italics in the A.V.). He takes the first place because He has a title to it. 

    QuesHow is He the beginning? 

    Absolutely; He is the beginning of the whole thing. 

    QuesIt says, head of every man in Corinthians? 

    Yes, that is just the statement of the fact, as a question of order, but it does not go on to say there, why or how. 

    QuesIn Hebrews 1 (A.V.) it says, When he bringeth in the first-begotten into the world. When is that? 

    Hereafter. 

    Ques. Is it again? 

    Well, not again, I think. 

    QuesIs there then no reference to Bethlehem, when it is said that the angels worship Him? 

    No; I dont think so. 

    Then follows another very precious thing: And you... hath he reconciled. Not only I have forgiveness, and am made fit for God, and have been translated into the kingdom of the Son of His love, but also I am reconciled to God Himself. 

    All is sovereign love in Christ, and therefore the Apostle says, We love him, because he first loved us; but we do love Him. 

    If I realise what is in that passage, first, that God sent His Son the propitiation for our sins; next, that God dwells in me (which is by the Holy Ghost); and then, what about the day of judgment? We... have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. I enter into His love; I enjoy it in my heart; and, when I think of judgment, I know I am already as He Himself is. 

    QuesWhy does it say, in this world? 

    Because I am in it now; I do not wait for the day of judgment to know this. 

    Reconciliation here means and involves relationship as well as forgiveness. I am quickened together with Him; and body and all are to be raised up. My life is up there in heaven, and my body is down here. I am identified with heaven, in a certain sense, while at the same time I am identified, in fact, with the old creation. 

    QuesWhat does reconciliation mean as applied to sins and the world? 

    That every thing is brought into order before God. 

    QuesHow are things out of order now? 

    Why did the angel, in Daniel, stay three weeks on the road, when he had given him an answer to take? You do not call that in order, do you? 

    QuesWhen it says, the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these, what is that? 

    In the tabernacle you have Gods throne where nobody went; then the other place where the priest went to the altar of incense, and so on. These figured the heavens; but Christ has passed through the heavens, and is sitting at the right hand of God. The reconciliation will be made good, and every knee shall bow to Christ, to His power and authority. 

    QuesBut not until after the millennium? 

    Not finally and fully, but as to the heavens, it will be so when Satan is cast out. Luke says, when Christ rides into Jerusalem, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: 

    peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. Until you get peace in heaven, Christ cannot ride in; but when peace is in heaven, you cannot hinder it. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between made peace, and you... hath he reconciled? 

    He made the peace, by Him to reconcile. 

    There are two things, the abstract and absolute. When God sees the blood of Christ, He sees the victory which that death is over sin and Satan; but the full effect of it is not yet produced; it has to be wrought out. 

    QuesWhy, in the body of his flesh? 

    It was in the death of His body on the cross. His body connected Him with the creation, and made Him a responsible Man. People think of reconciliation as only something done in their own minds. Here, it is reconciling things in heaven and things on earth. 

    QuesThey talk of universal reconciliation? 

    That denies atonement; both annihilationism and universalism deny atonement entirely. It is the state of things in heaven and earth that is referred to. Afterwards, angels will no longer be bothered and hindered by devils. 

    QuesIs reconciliation, then, the state produced corresponding to the work by which the peace has been made? 

    Well, yes. 

    QuesBut surely it is persons? 

    Yes, of course, it includes them. You... hath he reconciled. 

    Then comes, if ye continue in the faith, etc. 

    Clearly, they are not sitting in heavenly places in Christ. If now you give up Christ, you wont get to heaven. We are kept by the power of God, but then we are kept because we are in danger. 

    QuesBut a good Wesleyan would say, You may fall away? 

    As a professor, I am liable to fall away, but I have the positive certainty that I never shall. 

    QuesWhat, then, is the use and force of the liability? 

    To make me feel my dependence every minute on Him who keeps me. I do not want to weaken one atom these ifs. 

    QuesWhat does castaway mean? 

    Castaway means castaway. The thing Paul is there insisting on is, that I may preach to other people, and be a castaway myself. 

    I believe that anon with joy receiving it is a very bad sign, if people have not been exercised before. 

    In Hebrews, you never get people falling into sin, except it is finally, fatally; there is no restoring. Esau found no place of repentance, though he sought it, i.e., the blessing, carefully with tears. 

    QuesIn Hebrews 6 we read, crucify to themselves the Son of God. What is that? 

    The nation had already done it, but now if any still reject Him, they crucify Him again for themselves. 

    QuesWill the sin against the Holy Ghost be a sin in the latter day? 

    I do not doubt it will be so, but still it was a sin in that day. 

    QuesCould you take the gospel to a man who has given up Christianity? 

    You might; it might be a case of a man met and overcome by a cleverer man. One that has rejected Christ, as a man in humiliation, may be reached by knowing Him as a glorified Christ; but if he rejects that, there is nothing left. 

    God will keep to the end the one that is His own; but a man may make all sorts of profession, and he may even get his affections moved, without being converted. 

    To the Jews, Christ will be the crown of glory, but to us, He is the hope of glory now. 

    QuesDoes perfect here (verse 28) look on to the glory? 

    Here, he is looking at holiness; it is Christ revealed in my soul as the power of sanctification. 

  
    LECTURE ON COLOSSIANS 1 (JND 42)

    Colossians 1

    It is a wonderful thing, and becomes still more wonderful to us, the more we know and think of the way in which we are associated with the Son of God; we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones, i.e., of Him who is the beginning of the creation of God. We are in him. 

    When He says, He is one with the Father, then He adds, Ye in me, and I in you. The more we dwell upon this, the more wonderful it is. All is of grace that, in the ages to come, God might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness towards us by Christ Jesus. This is the way the angels, the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, will learn the exceeding riches of Gods grace. They will see the poor thief, and the woman in the city that was a sinner, and us also, in the same place with Gods Son. And more, God has brought us into the present intimacy of it. By giving us the Holy Ghost, and by giving us life in Christ, He has brought us into the closest intimacy with Himself in this relationship. The more we rest in it, the more wonderful it is. I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

    Think of the Son of God saying to us, that is your place! It ought to be peaceful joy to us, as that which is simply a settled thing in our souls. And the one who is dwelling in it, and is at home in it, is just the one who will feel and know how wonderful it is. We cannot understand the kind of place it is, if we are not dwelling in it; but when we do get inside, we begin to be conscious of what it is. 

    God has shewn us that the flesh with all its fruits has been put away completely at the cross; so that, in raising up the blessed Lord Jesus Christ, who stood in the place of death for us, and in setting Him in glory, and in giving us the Holy Ghost, we learn that sin and all that is of man has been put away. When He had by Himself purged our sins, He sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high It is blessed to think that by His work on the cross, He has cleared away everything that once stood between us and God. In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. Thus, as I have often said, there should not lurk a single suspicion in our minds. Looked at as sinners, we are forgiven; as defiled, we are cleansed; as guilty, we are justified. He wants to have us where we can enjoy His life, and therefore we must not be left to be afraid of judgment. God has brought us in Christ to Himself, that is where He has set us; and He has given us the consciousness of this by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. This is, as having Christ and life. It is not possessive in full; in that sense, we have nothing but the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and therefore everything else is to faith. This makes the riddle of the Christian. We have everything in Christ  glory, eternal life, forgiveness, justification; and Christ in us is the hope of glory. 

    That is the reason the apostle says, We have been saved in hope. The work is complete, and we are quickened so as to have part in it; but we have nothing yet as regards possession, save the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, and the present hope of being absent from the body, present with the Lord. 

    The twofold effect of having the Holy Ghost is that, as regards our place and title, we are accepted in the Beloved; but, as regards our home, we are wandering very far from it in this world. 

    God gives us the consciousness of being in Christ so that our hearts rest in His love; and we have nothing to desire as to what God has already given us. He has given us His own Son, and in His love He has put us in Christ, the very best place that can possibly be conceived; in that respect, He has left us nothing to desire. 

    But God has also placed us on this earth, both to be exercised and tried, and to learn His faithfulness and grace. Consequently, in this chapter, we find the way in which growth and the supply of strength are spoken of, as well as the total separation of these from the question of our meetness for heaven. We may speak of title to heaven, but Scripture never speaks of there being any need for the Christian to be made meet for heaven. There is, and there ought to be, growth; and God will chasten us if we go wrong; these ways and dealings of God with us are carefully disconnected from meetness for heaven. And wherever this is not practically known (I do not mean as to mere words), or wherever there is a lack of clearness as to this in our souls, it hinders peace, because the fulness of divine love is not seen, nor our association with the glory; and accordingly the standard of walk is lowered. Instead of being occupied with Christs heart, we are occupied with our own hearts state. For a person to be thus occupied with himself, is the greatest mischief in the world. 

    Sometimes, we have to be occupied with ourselves; there are failures which we must judge, and we have to see to it that not only there should be no evil allowed, but that there is growth; still, if we are much occupied with self, self takes the place that Christ ought to have; therein is the mischief. A person will come and tell me a long story of what is in his heart, and of course a great lot of evil, but if I ask him what is in Gods heart, he cannot tell me a word. 

    Do you think that a good state? Certainly, we shall get into scrapes if we do not judge ourselves, but, if I am close with God, and in communion with Him, the judgment of self is a simple thing, though requisite. If, however, I am away from Him, prying into my own heart, and into all that is there  why, the evil is still there, unjudged. 

    This chapter sets before us an amazingly high standard: That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with fulness; giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light (verse 10 - 12). It is when we get into the light that we can talk of meetness, and of giving thanks to the Father. And then it is, that we can look for growth, and for a walk worthy of the Lord, for we have learnt that we are completely associated with Him which hath made us meet, etc. 

    Do you think the thief was meet to go into Paradise? What made him meet? He went there, but surely he did not go unmeet? He went there, because Christ was there. We have to get clear and distinct about this in our souls. Ye are complete in him; this is where He has put us; and then the apostle goes through the various things a Jew might reckon, circumcised or not, a philosopher or not, and so on; but the believer has everything in Christ. It is very beautiful to see in chapter 2 that in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily (verse 9); all the fulness of the Godhead is in a Man, i.e., in Him bodily; and we are complete in Him. 

    All the fulness has been brought close to us down here in Christ, but if we look up and see Christ there, we see that we, too, are complete in Christ before God. A wonderful place indeed this is; sovereign grace alone could think of such a thing for us; and the more we know the place thus given, the more wonderful it becomes to us. 

    If we want to know God the Father, where are we to learn Him? He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father. Have our hearts ever looked at Christ as an object, and said, while looking, I have nothing more to seek? Just think, what it is to look at the Lord, with the power of the Spirit of God, and to see in that poor despised Man, One who was God walking on the earth, so that, when one sat down by His side and told Him his sin, he was telling it to God! Is that the thought we have about the Lord Jesus Christ? And He is the same now. God has come to us in Christ, and says, as it were, Do you not know me? In a certain sense, Jesus was just like a man, and yet, in another sense, He was not in the least like a man. Not one single motive that governs man ever governed Him; the blessed manifestation of a divine path with a Man in it was seen in Him. This was a perfectly new thing in the world. 

    And He made those who were with Him burn in their hearts, while they walked with Him, not only by the outward miracles that He performed, but also by His ways and His words. On the other hand, we can look up to God and say, we are complete in him. I have committed sins and the like, but I say, I am not in the flesh, but in the Spirit; I am in Christ, and I know it, as He said Himself, At that day ye shall know that I am in the Father, and ye in me, and I in you. And thus I find that my place is in Christ before God, and that I am myself before Him, and, further, that God is glorified by that which has brought me there. Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 

    It is now that we can give thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. True, we have not yet got the inheritance, and we have to learn our weakness and failure, and the like; but this casts no cloud upon our hearts as to what our place is before God in Christ. He that hath wrought us for the self-same thing [that is, for the glory] is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. And are we to suppose that God has wrought us badly? Do we not think God has done His work well? To be sure He has. 

    What peace this gives to the soul! This is the reason we can say, giving thanks unto the Father, etc. 

    But the moment it is a question of our meetness, let anyone look into his own heart and ask, Is that meet for God? And when does he expect to be meet? I do not doubt that such a one desires holiness, but it is a mistake to look within in order to reach holiness, even as a present thing. 

    There is no mistake in my saying that without holiness no man shall see the Lord, otherwise I do not know God at all, but the question is, how am I to get this holiness? 

    God chastens us, not exactly that we may be holy, but that we may become partakers of His holiness. 

    Having shewn us the ground upon which we are set, viz., is that we are complete in Christ, and are made meet for the inheritance, and that we have been brought into heart-association, by faith, with all this, the apostle turns next to the question of our walk. 

    We must walk worthy of the Lord to whom we have been brought  proving what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. 

    God has given us a place in His own Son, and He has given His Son a place in our hearts, the hope of glory; He who is the heir of glory has a place in our hearts, and that is true even as to us Gentiles, who had no title to anything; and so we have to walk worthy of Him because we are thus associated with Him. 

    How completely does it shew us that it is all of grace! Take the case of the Jew who was looking for Messiah to set up the glory in a carnal way. That is not at all our case, for we are Gentiles; the difference is this, that the Gentiles had no promises, but the Jews had, and they had forfeited them, and now they are thrown entirely upon mercy, as we see in Romans 15. Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: and that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. He takes up these two points. People talk of promise to Adam, but there was no promise to Adam. God made a statement upon which Adam could rest, but that was not a promise made to Adam. A promise to Adam would have been a promise to man in his sin. There was also judgment pronounced on the serpent It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

    There was a promise to the seed of the woman. But the second Man, and not the first man, is the seed of the woman. Christ is pointed out as the One to whom all the promises were made. Meanwhile, Abraham and the Jews got them. The Jews took them under the law, i.e., conditionally, and thus they lost them. God will yet accomplish His promises, in spite of all; but the Jews had to be cast aside. And what of the Gentiles? What had they got? Nothing! Nothing!! It is true there still remained Christ, but mark the case of the poor Syrophenician woman. She was one of the very people under the curse of a city of which the Lord had said, if the mighty works He had done there had been done elsewhere, they had repented long ago. Its very name stood thus for hardness of heart. 

    Well, our Lord goes out of Israel, and this woman comes and speaks to Him of her want. 

    Let the children first be filled, i.e., the Jews. Yet, says she, the dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from their masters table. I am only a poor Canaanite, with the curse upon me, and I am entitled to nothing else but that. But there is goodness in God even for such. Could Christ say there is not? Impossible, for it would not have been true. O, woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was healed. The result of blessing not being promised, is to bring out the way in which God is above all sin. There is blessedness in God brought in to meet the want and wretchedness of sinners. 

    The moment I see this, I find grace is above it all. Christ having made propitiation, this grace now reigns through righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. God has come in, and has risen above dispensation in order to reveal Himself in grace, and to have souls redeemed, cleansed, justified, and brought back to confidence in Himself. And thus we can say that we know God, as a Jew under law and promise never could have known Him, and just because we have no right to blessing and that we have no right to anything, and yet we have been brought to God. And here, the apostle adds, Christ in you is, not the crown of glory, but, the hope of glory. 

    This was altogether a new thing, that Christ should be among Gentiles; it was bringing in, not the glory, but the hope of the glory that was to come, and also of the heavenly glory. 

    By this complete grace shewn thus to sinners, we learn what God is in Himself, both in love and also in righteousness. These act together in our favour; and they give us that which grace in righteousness is entitled to give us, and also that to which we are now entitled, i.e., the hope of glory; we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Then the double character of the work of the Holy Ghost is seen, in that the love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts, for the Holy Ghost is there, and He is likewise the earnest of the inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession. The glory is our portion, and we are therefore strangers and pilgrims here, until the redemption. As regards our relationship with God, that is all settled; we have died with Christ, we are risen with Christ, and we are thus viewed while we are still on this earth. 

    There is this difference between Ephesians and Colossians: in the Colossians, we are looked at all through as upon earth, with the hope of-the inheritance; while in the Ephesians, we are seen as sitting in the heavenly places, not with, but in Christ. 

    Now, having shewn us our place in Christ, Colossians puts us upon earth, and tells us what is our path here; it is not a question of our being made meet, but of the path of those who are made meet. 

    Let us turn again to this verse: That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. Worthy of the Lord, is the measure given of what we are to be. It is not walking worthily of a man who has a high opinion of himself. We should never be found doing anything worthy of a man, but only what is worthy of the Lord. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 

    That is it. Ye are... the epistle of Christ; mind, He does not say, we ought to be this, but that ye are it. We cannot honestly say that we are the epistle of Christ, if we are going crooked and astray, but that is what we ought to be practically. And note, that it is unto all pleasing, so that there never should be a thing in us that is not pleasing to Christ. God has put us by grace into this place, and now let us walk accordingly. If I have a child who does things which are dishonourable, this is, of course, thrown back upon the father, and the father will feel it. Being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God. This is blessed! And it is all in connection with God. We know God. Let us bring Him, then, into connection with everything. Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power. There, we get our strength. 

    His glorious power is the measure of this might. But do we really believe these things? Do we believe it to be truth that concerns us? 

    Take now verse 9, of which I have said nothing; For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. How often we say some of these words, and yet, what have we been seeking in the wilderness? Is it not just our own comfort? No wonder, then, that we do not know what Gods will is. Where is there a right path in this world apart from His will? 

    I do not know of one; and I am bold to say there cannot be one. Suppose a child who has left his fathers house; well, he never can be right until he has got back. He may not be a thief; he may be in South America, where he may have a very good character; but he ought to have a very bad conscience, and never can he have a right one, until he goes back to his father. 

    In the world as such, there is no path for us, but the moment we have Christ, then there is a path; it is to go and walk after Him. 

    We may be but poor followers of Him, still, He has left us an example, that we should follow His steps. Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them. If only our hearts are in the way, following Christ, we shall be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual understanding. 

    And mark the wisdom of the Lord in this. Suppose I got a director who directs me aright; it is no credit to me at all. There is no wisdom or spiritual understanding in us, but God has taken care to provide for us in His own way. But, says someone, I do not see the Lords mind clearly. Well, then, I ask, Is your whole body not full of light? Then it is clear that your eye is not single. Whenever I find that I do not see clearly what to do, there is something that prevents my eye from being single. 

    Yet the thing the apostle looked for is, that we might be filled with the knowledge of His will. This has nothing to do with meetness, but it has a great deal to do with the state of our souls. Well, there is wisdom and there is strength for us. 

    And further. Are we now to seek for brilliant effects and manifestations of power? 

    Indeed we are not, but we are to be strengthened unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness. 

    What a come-down that is for us! It is no easy thing to be patient. Never for one minute to have our own will! Is that dreadful? But ought we not to be doing Gods will? Did Christ ever do His own will? He came to do His Fathers will, and He never thought of doing anything else. And why do we ever think of doing anything else? Because we like our own wills best! We have poor foolish hearts, where we find constantly our will is at work. If I send out my child with a message, and he wants to get a run too, why that is a law of liberty to him. But do we see that sort of thing in Christ? Was it not unspeakable patience? Paul says, the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience; and within, there was joyfulness. Mark that! We see this in Christ. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we, too, must learn that this world is not a place of rest, but one of trial. Paul asks, who is afflicted, and I am not? Suffering, truly, has many forms and sources. But remember that our Lord says, That they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 

    What is the effect upon us of all the siftings and the sufferings? Do they make our hearts say, why, we are going to see Christ as He is? How this brightens our hope, and we call thus glory in tribulation, knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope: and hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. We are going to be with Christ, and to see Christ, and so I can endure all things for the elects sake, that they may be saved. 

    And what is so dear to us is, not the putting on of outward joy whilst there is a canker at the root; in all that we are passing through, there are sorrows, no doubt; but down at the bottom of our hearts there is joyfulness, and at the end of Christ Himself. We have Him now as the spring of joy in our hearts; and we shall have Him when we are in His presence for evermore. 

    There is still one thing to which I would refer, and this brings us back to the point where we are found in fact with God: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 

    It is a total taking of us out of the place in which we were. This involves not merely that we are born again, or the communication of life, or the precious blood of Christ that cleanseth us from all sin (which is the foundation of everything for us all), but that we have a new nature and we are born of God. There is more here than the blood which has put away our sins; He hath delivered us. 

    Thus not only are we cleansed, but, where that is true of us, we have been delivered from the whole standing and condition in which we were, and we have been translated into the kingdom of Gods dear Son. This is the only place where it is called the kingdom of His Son, and it is to contrast it with the power of Satan. This is of great importance for the liberty and joy of our souls. We were once slaves of Satan, in Egypt, and now we have been taken right out of it. So, in Romans 7, it is asked, not, who shall cleanse me, but, who shall deliver me from the body of this death? And now it is not merely that the blood is there, and that the judge cannot touch us, but it is an entire deliverance. 

    No doubt the full effect of the blood is to take us out of the place we were in, and to set us in another. The One who has shed His blood, has there wrought that which effects another thing, viz., the complete deliverance from the power of darkness, and the translation into the kingdom of Gods dear Son. 

    There is another element in this, which helps us to understand what I have been saying as to trial, and as to the complete joyfulness which we have in Christ at the same time. The apostle proceeds to show that Christ, having created everything, is to have everything. All things were created by Him, and for Him; and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. The One who is divine is the One who upholds everything. 

    Then, again, He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead. Death is below, down below the lowest creation, and Christ went down below it all. The One who has died has gone down to where the creature had got by sin, and His doing so was altogether in grace. He tasted death as none other ever did. The more He knew what holiness was, the more He knew what it was to be made sin. The more He knew what love was, the more He knew what it was to bear wrath. 

    And now He has been raised up from the dead, and is the Head of the body, the First-begotten from the dead. And He brings us into the closest association with Himself. He went down into death for us, and He takes us up to where He now is. God raises us up in Him and with Him. And so, too, all the fulness is dwelling now in Him; chapter 2: 9. 

    What do we then find? Once, we were alienated, enemies in mind by wicked works; yet now hath He reconciled us; and we, i.e., the saints of God, are now the body of Christ. All things are going to be reconciled in earth and in heaven; but we are already reconciled, in the midst of an unreconciled creation. God does not leave us as part of this unreconciled creation; it groans, truly, and we groan, too, but we are reconciled to God. So now we see why there is the patience and longsuffering, and the joyfulness, too. Very unsuited these two things may seem in themselves, though the place we are in is very suited to glorify God. Reconciled is a strong, full word; it means that everything is brought into Gods presence as God would have it. And we are reconciled. 

    I add one more word: If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard. 

    Here we have just what we always do find in Scripture; when the saints are looked at as in Christ, all is a settled thing for them; but when, as here in Colossians, the saints are looked at as passing through this world, we find the ifs and the exhortations (and God forbid that we should weaken one word of Scripture) addressed uniformly to them, saying: Well now, you must get to heaven, and, you have to judge things, and the like. But if we are looked at in heaven, we are complete in him. Nor is there any question about His faithfulness in helping us through the journey. 

    Knowing we are in Christ, our souls can cry, Abba, Father, for we are made meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. 

    And whilst passing through the wilderness, what do we learn? If the manna fails us a day, we ask, what are we to feed upon? or how are we to get clothes? God took care of the very nap of their coats, and the manna never did fail. God must sift and exercise us, and pull us to pieces here, but we have the promise, I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. What is the good of telling us that, if there is no danger of our being plucked out? We learn therefore the patient faithfulness of God in every place. 

    I would not weaken these words one bit. Why, Christ ever lives to make intercession for us! We are getting grace from Him every moment; but this is not a question of our being made meet at all. If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; when we fail, the foundation is not touched, but we need to be restored, so that we are kept, where we ought to be, in dependence upon God. We want to be settled as to our place in Christ, so that our hearts may be happy and joyful; and we want to be dependent, too; and as we go through the wilderness, we learn that if He were to leave us one single minute  but He will not do that  we have no resources of our own at all. 

    Well, these things are put together for us in this epistle. The saints are reconciled to God, but they are still journeying down here, with the hope of the glory before them, knowing that they are made meet for it; and now they have to walk worthy of the Lord, and to trust the blessed, gracious, faithfulness of him who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Look at how two things are put together: to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight, and, if ye continue in the faith grounded and settled. In the Corinthians, where they were going on badly, Paul writes, God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    But as to our acceptance, we are made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light, and we are found giving thanks to the Father. 

    The Lord give us to walk worthy of the Lord who has shewn to us such blessed grace! 

  
    PROVING OUR REALITY (JR 1)

    2 Peter 1:5-11; Colossians 1:21-23; Hebrews 3:5,6; Hebrews 3:14

    JRThese scriptures would support the view that we are constantly being tested and challenged, and there is a need continually to prove our reality.  Tests and difficulties are meant to be a means of proving our reality; the onus is on us therefore to make our calling and election sure.  It is a remarkable expression.  You might think that election is sure enough; no matter what we do or how we behave, things will be all right in the end.  That is not how Scripture presents things; we are to make our calling and election sure, that is, we are to manifest that we are called and elected and to prove it continually.  This requires diligence; verse 5 says, using therewith all diligence, also v 10, use diligence.  2 Peter 2 contemplates a condition of things that leads to apostasy and that tide is flowing strongly in our days; therefore there is a need to use all diligence that in our faith we have, also virtue, in virtue knowledge, and so on.  In Colossians we have the same idea.  The Colossians are addressed as holy and faithful brethren in Christ, yet it says in verse 23, if indeed ye abide in the faith founded and firm, and not moved away from the hope of the glad tidings.  You see, an if comes in there.  This would encourage the Colossians to prove that they were real.  Now in Hebrews we have a similar idea: Whose house are we, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.  Then he says, For we are become companions of the Christ if indeed we hold the beginning of the assurance firm to the end.  Therefore we prove our reality by continuance.  Is that clear? 

    ABPAnd challenging too. 

    JRYes, I think it would challenge each one of us.  To be found proving our reality involves using diligence.  If we give up or become easy and unÂ­interested we will be caught in a strong tide that is flowing.  Hebrews speaks about slipping away; lest in any way we should slip away, Hebrews 2:1.  It is not a wilful thing exactly; it is just that you are caught in a strong current.  Now to enable us to prove our reality we have to use all diligence.  It is like the fish that were clean that had fins and scales which could go against the stream (Leviticus 11:9).  It speaks about using... all diligence to have certain things in certain other things, that is, in your faith have also virtue, in virtue knowledge.... 

    EEHI like your calling our attention to this word if: it is very important.  The Lord says in Matthew 10:22, he that has endured to the end, he shall be saved.  Salvation is secure in Christ but he that has endured to the end, he shall be saved. 

    JRThat is very important; and it would encourage us to continue to the end.  Continuance needs diligence; it is like a marathon race not a short sprint; it is a long-term matter. 

    EEHIt requires endurance. 

    GDWWould this if follow the one of 2 Timothy 2:21, If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master? 

    JRYes; it says, Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity.  That is an obligation on every believer.  So it says, If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, referring to vessels to dishonour.  We thus prove our reality as naming the Name of the Lord.  We can name the Name of the Lord and not be proving our reality.  This does not mean that persons who do not prove their reality are not real; there are many believers who are not on the line of using diligence to prove their reality: nevertheless we know they are real.  Some are slipping away, giving up things, even features of the truth; I am not saying they are not real: The Lord knows those that are his.  The Lord knows every one who is real but Let every one who names the name of the Lord (that is every professing believer) withdraw from iniquity and purify himself from vessels to dishonour. 

    ETMI wondered whether this attitude on our part would point up the necessity for the divine presence and provide the wherewithal to ensure the divine presence with us as we go through?  What is intended to be worked out in us was seen in the Lord personally pre-eminently; and He made a point of that, that the Father had not left Him alone because He did always the things that pleased the Father.  I wondered whether that is the standard and whether that would help us to commit ourselves to be in this attitude of mind. 

    JRThat is very important. 

    RLDaniel was a young man who purposed in his heart and could say prove us, and he was one who continued. 

    JRThat is very fine.  He purposed in his heart not to be defiled, he was proving his reality.  Not only did he purpose in his heart not to be defiled but he prescribed what he ought to be given  pulse and water.  He knew what would build him up in his constitution, so that he continued.  The secret of Daniel purposing in his heart not to be defiled with the kings delicate food comes out in chapter 6 where it says that his windows were open toward Jerusalem. 

    WFDo you think we have to be very careful not to fall into exclusivism, although I very much agree with what you are saying? 

    JRYes, we need to see that what we go on with belongs to every believer.  It is not an exclusive privilege that a few claim  in fact we can claim nothing.  What we go on with is proper to every real believer.  There are many (and we are thankful for every one who is converted, no matter by what means) but the Lord would speak to each one of us that we might be proving our reality continually. 

    WFYes, I agree with you. 

    JRWe certainly have ample reason to be humble; we have been humiliated and humbled.  We have received the Lords public rebuke as to what we were going on with for years; therefore it becomes us to claim nothing. 

    GHWould Daniel purposing in his heart not to pollute himself with the kings delicate food bring out the moral side?  It is not in his mind but his heart, showing that his heart was right. 

    JRThat is right.  Nebuchadnezzar and his empire and all the university training that Daniel and his companions were committed to by the emperor did not influence him.  In spite of it all he used diligence.  The onus is on us in that sense.  It says, in your faith have also virtue.  It is not exactly adding to your faith virtue but in your faith have also virtue  have virtue in your faith; that is that our faith is not to be merely a profession but is to be real; and virtue involves, I understand, the idea of courage.  Faith is not just a profession but it becomes active.  James says that faith without works is dead, James 2:20.  In your faith have also virtue; it is that feature which makes faith living and active. 

    GDPDoes the psalmist prove his reality when he says, If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill; if I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to my palate; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy, Psalm 137:5,6? 

    JRYes. 

    LMacFIn regard of Daniel again, reality came out in his countenance.  It is not a question of what we are assuming; the thing was there to be seen.  The king had to take account of it that these persons were fairer and fatter than all in Babylon. 

    JRThat was not profession; that was reality.  He would not look fairer, and certainly would not look fatter, on profession, would he?  It is a constitutional thing. 

    LMacFSo Timothy is exhorted to pursue a certain line which is in view  Strive diligently to present thyself, 2 Timothy 2:15. 

    GDWDaniel says, And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before Jehovah... Daniel 9:20.  As a result he gets the word of God. 

    JRQuite so.  He gets divine communications. 

    JAPWould the reference to Lot in this very epistle show that Peter was not passing over someone who was real but was not exercising his faith?  That would encourage us not to forget many who are real but not in the exercise of faith. 

    JRWe ought to be increasingly thankful that there are many believers in the world but, along with that, we are to be exercised and use diligence to prove our reality.  That does not mean to say that others are not real, but the onus is on each one of us to make our calling and election sure, or manifest. 

    ABPWould the items that are referred to here  in your faith have also virtue, in virtue knowledge, etc  be the deepening of the work of God in us developing the inward man?  It is not just adding one thing to another but that in the one thing, taken on rightly in exercise, there develops something else.  So that it reaches the point that in brotherly love we have love: I presume that is the highest idea of love. 

    JRIt seems like that.  I like what you are saying about this deepening in the inward man.  We begin in Romans 7:22, For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man.  Then we have in 2 Corinthians 4 that the outward man is consumed but the inward is renewed day by day, v 16.  These features  faith, virtue, knowledge, and so on  are features of manhood according to God in which we need to develop to make our calling and election sure.  It is not a matter of profession and claiming things but of deepening in manhood according to God, after the pattern of Christ, as Mr Maynard says. 

    ABPSo the sureness of the matter would reflect in our consciousness of getting into the divine presence and having a link with God when we pray. 

    JRThat is very important as linked with reality.  In Matthew 6 the Lord says, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret..., v 6.  It is an inward and secret matter.  These things are basic but they are very important. 

    CCGIn the end of Luke, after the Lord had gone up on high, those He left came back to Jerusalem and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God.  Would that be a connection with what you had in mind? 

    JRThat is right: praising and blessing God is a fine occupation.  The enemy would stop it by his attacks but using diligence is essential to maintain it. 

    ABPThey continued steadfastly. 

    JRYes, or persevered.  It involves manhood and the feature of endurance which is to be in temperance. 

    BTWhen persons come in to analyse a business they see various names and titles on paper.  What they ask is, Is he active?  It speaks here of being neither idle nor unfruitful. 

    JRWe are not to be sleeping partners; if we are, we will slip away.  There is plenty of work to be done and we are to know that our work is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Corinthians 15:58. 

    RLIt is put simply here.  Peter says, Let the thing be operative, let the thing be functioning with us.  If the thing is functioning it will be manifest. 

    JRExactly; and each one is to be in this.  This matter of having one thing in another thing, and depth and what is inward, is very important.  In your faith have also virtue: that is your faith becomes active and living because you use diligence to have virtue in it.  We speak about active faith.  In virtue knowledge, in knowledge temperance, in temperance endurance, in endurance godliness: these are features we have tended to lose sight of.  How important godliness is  to have godly exercise!  We could criticise and find fault with things, and may be right enough in the faults we find, but what about godly exercise?  What about committing ourselves to helping in such a situation? 

    ETMVerse 8 is very important.  I can see the wisdom of stressing that all the Lords people are real, but the distinction of being real and expressing reality must be recognised.  So it says, for these things existing and abounding, not just existing but abounding would be an expression that the thing is there.  I am thinking of what they said to David, Thine are we, David (1 Chronicles 12:18), that goes for every saint on earth; but he says, And with thee, thou son of Jesse; that is the distinction we are trying to make.  The with thee is the test, is it not? 

    JRThat is it, we tend to be content with a certain participation whereas it involves our whole committal. 

    ETMThe enemy would readily use any assertion but this distinction is to be made plain.  As you said, we are not claiming anything, but what Daniel pursued  the confessing of his sins and the sins of his fathers  is diametrically opposite to an exclusive claim, and that has to be recognised. 

    JRExactly.  We always spoke of having part in the breakdown, but really we were somewhat detached from it; we thought that others had failed.  But now we have to face the fact that we have all been involved in the breakdown, and we have all in fact, more or less, promoted the breakdown; therefore we ought to feel more deeply with God about the public breakdown, and the discipline of that ought to help us in our spirits and produce some depth that maybe could not have been produced otherwise. 

    ETMSo you find the necessity for insisting on this not only in public prayers but in private prayers, that you have been part of it.  But that is not the end; recovery and the deepening of the work of God in us, involving substance to carry on, is what we are after. 

    JRIt is meant to lead to being more committed than ever with diligence to apply ourselves to these things that Peter speaks about. 

    DTHThis epistle is not addressed to any company but to individual Christians, is it not?  Does that help to bring it down to each one of us rather than to a company.  Some of us may feel we are in a certain company and we can drift along with the tide. 

    JRThe company is just what the individuals are who compose it.  We have to face tests and apply ourselves individually, and we have found one another as individuals having right exercises and following right principles.  We are not just drifting on as belonging to a position.  It is a question of being individually disciples of the Lord Jesus and individually using diligence to prove our reality.  If my objective is to prove my reality, I am not claiming anything, and I will meet somebody else who is on the same line and we will be together in the proving of our reality.  Do you think so? 

    DTHYes, if we held to that it would preserve us from making exclusive claims. 

    JRWe ought to desire to represent what is proper to every believer. 

    DTHYes, you would trust that that would be the outlook of each one. 

    JREach one of us ought to be set to represent what every believer should be. 

    FNSThe ground we take, if we can use that expression, is the only proper ground that every Christian should take.  So in 2 Timothy 2, in days of breakdown, the foundation of God stands but it has two sides to the seal, and this puts obligation on every believer.  It is encouraging that there are some to go on with, is it not? 

    JRThat is right.  2 Timothy is an exhortation to every professing believer: Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity.  Every professing believer is obligated to withdraw from iniquity and by doing so he proves his reality.  Now if he does not do so I am not saying he is not real.  The Lord knows those that are his and the loaf at the Supper reminds us of this every Lords day morning.  Every believer who has the Spirit is part of that loaf and we are to recognise that, but the onus is on every professing believer to withdraw from iniquity. 

    HCMacGWould that connect with the right  they who wash their robes have a right, Revelation 22:14? 

    JRBlessed are they that wash their robes, that is a continual process; it is not a once and for all matter any more than withdrawing from iniquity is a once and for all matter; it is to be maintained. 

    ABPDo you not think that there has been enhanced in recent exercises the fact that out of the side of Jesus came blood and water?  John stresses the matter of the water; we may be inclined to overlook it.  But I think that recent exercises have stressed the need for the water.  The priest could not go into the sanctuary if he did not use the blood and the water. 

    JRIs there not a certain stress on the continuance of the use of the  water  the laver  for  instance?  It is a daily matter.  Is not the water what we make use of? 

    ABPYes.  The efficacy is in the ashes of the red heifer, the result of the terrible burning that took place (Num 19); and its blood was sprinkled seven times before the entrance to the tent of meeting.  I think that the Lord is stressing in our day, despite a strong trend against it, the urgent need for water. 

    JRSo the severity of judgment in Numbers 19 came upon persons not because they became defiled but because they did not use the water of purification, v 13.  We all become defiled but we are to make use continually of the water of purification which is always available. 

    ABPI think that is a very vital matter because Scripture clearly indicates that we can inadvertently become unclean, but the point is that once we realise our uncleanness our responsibility is to use the water. 

    JAPAnother reference in that regard is the heifer in Deuteronomy 21:4; it says that the heifer shall be brought unto an ever flowing watercourse, v 4.  Is it a reference to the Spirit? 

    JRI think so.  The Spirit, the water and the blood are connected in Johns epistle, 1 John 5:8.  They bear witness and the witness is one. 

    ABPThe scripture that Mr Petersen refers to is very helpful because it is not water in a vessel  it is not the extent to which I may have the Spirit  but it is the fresh movements of the Spirit Himself that are recognised. 

    JAPIt was a very difficult matter that had to be met there.  Do we not have to get to the Lord Jesus and to the Holy Spirit about these difficult matters? 

    JRI am sure that is right.  Is not the matter in the hands of the priests eventually? 

    ABPThey are the sons of Levi; not simply priests in a locality but of the priestly family. 

    JRThat would be, in New Testament language, spiritual persons.  That would be persons who have the Spirit and are controlled by the Spirit. 

    ABPYe who are spiritual, Galatians 6:1. 

    GDWReferring again to your remarks on reality, in Laodicea it says, Thou knowest not certain things, Revelation 3:17.  In other words they did not prove reality.  But then they are counselled to buy gold purified by fire.  Would there be something enduring in that, something to get free from and something to come into? 

    JRThat is so, and at the end of that address the Lord says, Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me, v 20.  Would not such a person be proving his reality?  One who does not open the door might still be real, the Lord knows that, but we are to manifest our reality.  Real testimony results because persons are continually proving they are real in the midst of a general Laodicean condition. 

    EEHWhat we have here, these elements that are expressed, are just normal, what is to be found in every believer.  He says, Have it.  We need to have it. 

    JRThat is right.  We would do one another a good service if we remind each other what real Christianity is.  This is normal Christianity.  This is not something extraordinary that some attain to and others cannot; it is open to every one of us. 

    GHIn quoting Matthew 6:6, But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render it to thee, did you have in mind reality? 

    JRYes.  It is in contrast with the hypocrites who love to stand in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets so that they should appear to men.  But the Lord says, Thou (emphatic), when thou prayest; such a person is proving his reality.  If anyone here desires to start proving his reality let him go into his chamber and shut the door and speak to his Father; thy Father  it is the believer and his Father.  It is not our Father but his Father, it is the individual side of Christianity, which is a most important thing. 

    GHThe apostle in writing to Timothy uses that expression but thou. 

    JRThat is very good, because the emphatic thou comes in, I think, three times in 2 Timothy.  It is in contrast with the strong current that is going on to apostasy. 

    ARSThe Thessalonians were marked by work of faith, and labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope, 1 Thessalonians 1:3.  Do you think that is the idea? 

    JRThat is the idea, and they were new converts.  Paul had been there three sabbath days and preached to them.  They soon proved their reality.  Christianity is very simple when you are newly converted, and when a person knows that he is nearing the very end of his life here he finds Christianity very simple; in between these two points we can become very involved.  Christianity itself is never involved. 

    RLWould Pauls word to the Philippians be on a similar line as to working out your own salvation with fear and trembling, Philippians 2:12?  It would preserve us from claiming anything, as you say, but at the same time manifest that we are in salvation. 

    JRThat is right.  That actually refers to a local company working out its own salvation.  With the personnel available they work out something to a result.  There is nothing more testing in a sense than being in a locality working with others; it needs this kind of manhood we are reading of in 2 Peter.  To be one of a local company and work with others we need to have in our faith virtue, in virtue knowledge, in knowledge temperance, and so on as this verse indicates.  How much brotherly love is needed, and love. 

    RLSo that the thing is seen collectively, it is where you enjoy the collective expression of it. 

    JRExactly, and we are not to be afraid of the collective idea, nor of the local idea.  The gospel has in mind that there should be an expression of things collectively, locally.  In Matthew 26 and Mark 14, where the woman anoints the Lords head, the Lord says, Wheresoever; not whensoever but wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached, that is the glad tidings preached in a place.  It has in view producing persons of that character.  If you have persons in a place who are proving their reality what do you have?  You have assembly personnel.  Now such persons would not claim to be the assembly but there would be there what answers to local assembly conditions. 

    RLAs you say, we would not claim to be the assembly, for every one who is indwelt by the Spirit belongs to it, but the expression of it is seen in such persons. 

    JRWe ought to be thankful for every believer on the earth who is real, and the Lord knows every one of them.  Along with that we are to be committed to provide assembly conditions for Christ.  The recovery that began with Mr Darby had in view what was collective locally.  The recovery is not to a Pentecostal order of things; the recovery is to Pauls order of things which involves local assemblies.  As a result of Pauls preaching at Corinth and Ephesus and elsewhere there were local assemblies.  He could address the assembly of God which is in Corinth.  We could not do that now, nevertheless we are not to give up the idea of providing local assembly conditions for the heart of the Lord Jesus in His absence. 

    ABPJohn very carefully avoids anything official, does he not?  It is lovely to see how he expresses the local position: where the disciples were, John 20:19.  What could be simpler than that?  Yet they were disciples and were together, and the doors were shut for fear of the Jews. 

    WFWith that in mind I was wondering what you think of these popular preachers and revival meetings going on.  Many young people have been converted through them. 

    JRYou are thankful for every one of them.  It is somewhat like what James and John said to the Lord: We saw some one casting out demons in thy name... and we forbad him.  The Lord said, Forbid him not...  for he who is not against us is for us, Mark 9:38-40.  The Lord did not say, Link on with him and help him in his work.  What do you say about that? 

    WFI think that is very excellent. 

    JRMuch depends on the objective in preaching.  I would like, and I think you would, to preach having the objective to secure persons for the assembly.  Your objective colours your preaching even unconsciously.  If a preacher has the objective to save souls from hell, you are thankful for that, but that objective colours his preaching, it is a limited objective.  Preachings should have in view securing persons for the assembly. 

    EEHYes, the preaching of the cross. 

    JRThat is right, Pauls gospel ought to be preached today, for obedience of faith, Romans 1:5. 

    GHGod will have all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, 1 Timothy 2:4.  That is the way it is put. 

    JRI can understand concern as to attending popular preachings.  If you read Mr Stoneys ministry you will find how concerned he was in his day as to the popularising of preachings; he condemns placards, distribution of bills and all these kinds of things. 

    SBFOught we to regard these things as a challenge?  Is there no balm in Gilead?  is there no physician there? Jeremiah 8:22.  That is what we should be asking ourselves, is it not? 

    JRIt ought to concern us that the preaching should be maintained.  How much light has been vouchsafed to us as to the gospel and divine objectives in the gospel! 

    GDPThe end of the section in 2 Peter is in view of entrance into things being richly furnished to us.  We should enter, that is, go the whole way? 

    JRThat is good. 

    EEHI may stop and listen to somebody on the street; if he is talking about God I want to hear what he is saying. 

    JRYes, you thank God for every person who preaches and gets souls.  But what we are at is converts being maintained in the proving of reality.  Converts usually manifest by a certain exuberance that they have been called and elected; but then what happens afterwards, is it maintained? 

    ABPThere is a difference between the gospel of relief and the experience of taking on the faith which God has given and finding that, if I am to be diligent in it, there must be some expression of it; and in the expression of that I get to know God.  In the knowledge of God I realise that I cannot just do anything I like; we are to be temperate in all things, and in that temperance there must be endurance so as not to give way.  In endurance we need Gods help and that develops piety, and in that piety you find that there are others who are walking the same way as you, so you find an area where brotherly love can flow, and that leads to the flow of love which is response Godward.  The gospel is the gateway, but this is experience in Christianity. 

    JRThat is very encouraging and helpful. 

    TDNUse diligence to make your calling and election sure, for doing these things ye will never fall, v 11: is something active, is it not?  The disciples persevered; things were against them but they went on nevertheless.  So things may be against us but we are going to persevere because we have an objective. 

    JRThat is right, and the perseverance forms us in these features which Mr Parker has spoken about.  The scriptures read in Colossians and Hebrews support what we are saying.  The Colossians had made some progress; Paul speaks about seeing your order, Colossians 2:5; things in Colosse seemed to be all right but there is a certain danger area, and the if comes in there.  We are only safe as we are linked with the headship of Christ which Colossians presents, the greatness and glory, the personal glories of Christ, the One who is the Head.  In Colossians that is how headship is presented, it is the greatness and glory and sufficiency of the One who is our Head.  We need never lack anything because of the One who is our Head. 

    EEHVerse 23 fills out your point. 

    JRIf indeed ye abide in the faith founded and firm, and not moved away from the hope of the glad tidings, which ye have heard. 

    EEHThe glad tidings has an object in mind. 

    JRThat is right.  It is Pauls glad tidings: of which I Paul became minister. 

    BTShould we not see that the glad tidings has an object for us in assembly life here now? 

    JRThat is it, we are to have that objective before us continually.  In your contact with persons and in preaching you cannot avoid being coloured with what your objective is.  You may not say what your objective is but it obviously gives colour to your whole outlook and presentation of things. 

    ABPApollos was a popular preacher, was he not?  He did not object to being instructed in the way of God more exactly.  That is where you often find the barrier with persons who are prepared to go so far but no further. 

    JRIt is to the commendation of Apollos that he accepted fresh light from Aquila and Priscilla, not gifted persons but simple Christians, and he listened to them and gained by what they presented to him. 

    TDNPaul left at Ephesus the persons that helped Apollos.  That is a good place to leave the brethren.  Paul had an objective: to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ.  That is what our preaching should be. 

    JRThat is right. 

    ETMDoes it not make you restful when you seek to pursue quietly and unassumingly what is normal to Christianity?  You do not need to be apologetic.  Paul says to the Corinthians in the second epistle, our word to you (2 Corinthians 1:18)  our word, that was the way he received it from the Lord normally to express it in the area where the Spirit of God was free.  He says, our word to you is not yea and nay; that is not assuming anything; that is normal.  We need to be restful about these things because what is normal is normal. 

    JRPersons who have been vouchsafed light as to the assembly have special responsibility to be real, and our reality involves light as to the assembly, the local assembly.  I think you will find that, after the division at Glanton where the issue was local responsibility and the Lords rights in a locality, we had over forty years of ministry largely related to the local assembly.  Now it seems to me the challenge in our day is: are we to act in the light of the assembly in our localities, being governed by assembly principles and looking for assembly features?  You cannot have the service of God without persons locally secured by the gospel and who have some light as to the assembly.  You cannot have these things without separation and faithfulness, and proving our reality.  Separative exercises prove our reality.  2 Timothy 2 is the way by which we arrive at local assembly conditions. 

    JAPThe address that Mr Taylor gave on church principles was in your city in 1915 (NS Vol 7, p323).  It is a very instructive word as to what governs us in our local assemblies. 

    JRI think you will find that Mr Taylors ministry after Glanton was largely related to local assembly conditions.  That is what the recovery had in view, Pauls economy of local assemblies.  Now that does not mean that those who meet and break bread claim to be the assembly, because the loaf viewed rightly reminds us that all who are indwelt by the Spirit form the assembly.  Nevertheless we are to be concerned to provide suitable conditions for the Lord to come to us. 

    RMCWould these assembly features be embraced in Proverbs 4:18, But the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come?  There is something that would be pleasurable to the heart of Christ. 

    JRThat is right.  It is what you have in 2 Timothy 2:22; pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace.  These features did not begin when the breakdown came in; these are features that always marked assembly persons whether at Pentecost, or at Corinth or in Ephesus under Pauls teaching.  If you get a person pursuing righteousness, faith, love, peace, you have an assembly person.  In Matthew 18:20, where two or three are gathered together unto my name, the Lord anticipates conditions in which we are, yet assembly principles are still workable.  There is always a way of righteousness in the midst of the breakdown.  We are more conscious than we have ever been that we are part of the breakdown, yet there is always a way of righteousness in the midst of it. 

    RMCThat is very helpful. 

  
    CHRIST AS HEAD (JT 6)

    Colossians 1: 12 - 22; Colossians 2: 18, 19

    PRMIt is not in our subject, but I do not think that in Colossians there is a single quotation from the Old Testament. 

    JTThere are allusions to the Old Testament. 

    PRMBut no direct quotation. Paul does not go to the Old Testament to bring forward the truth which is here. It shows what a new character of things it is altogether. 

    WJDo you think the kingdom of the Son of His love links on to what we had this morning? 

    JTI think so, but the heart is more directly engaged with the Person who is introduced. The thought makes room in the heart for all that is to follow. 

    DLHIt is the greatness and glory of the One who is the Head. 

    FHBIt sets forth the greatness and glory of the Person, and that One is the Head of the body. 

    JTIt is the peculiar relation in which He is, Son to the Father, the Son of the Fathers love, which makes room in the heart for the great things which are to follow. No one appreciates the greatness of the position which is filled by Christ until he loves Christ. It is one whom you love who is seen in this great position. 

    WTI suppose this is the highest thought we have of the kingdom? 

    JTI think so; there is the thought of affection in it. From that point the apostle starts off with the great things which he introduces. 

    QuesIs your thought as to the kingdom of the Son of His love, that it is the place He has in the affections of the Father? 

    JTIt is the kingdom of such a Person as that. 

    QuesWould Romans 8 carry us as far as the Jordan, and this epistle to the other side? 

    JTI think Romans 8 is Deuteronomy ground. The believer is there viewed as having formally come to the recognition of the Spirit, and now there is room for Christ in the heart. Whilst we must not lay too much stress on the Old Testament in this connection, I think Deuteronomy suggests the thought of headship, because headship implies, that the one who is head has an interest in you and that he has wisdom, so that whilst in the end of Numbers you have the statement, these are the commandments of the Lord, and the Lord commanded Moses, in the book of Deuteronomy it is what Moses himself says to the people. 

    WJIn that way you would say the Head is prefigured? 

    JTI think the suggestion is there. 

    DLHIs your thought that, in type, He is Head in Deuteronomy rather than Mediator? 

    JTYes. The mediatorial system is not prominent in Deuteronomy, and so the priesthood is not much in view, but the people are viewed as in direct relationship with God. In fact in one chapter they are called the sons of God. We are reminded in chapter 1 that there are only eleven days journey from mount Sinai to Kadesh, whereas it really took forty years, meaning that from the divine side the distance is very short. The people are reminded that it was so; but although the distance was so short they did not avail themselves of it. I think there is great slothfulness in us, as in them, to lay hold of what is so near to us. You get the house of God in Genesis 28, it was quite near to heaven, it was the gate of heaven, and yet Jacob did not take advantage of it, though there was a testimony that the distance was very short. I think it is developed here that it is Christ who draws us in. There is nothing about the ark of the covenant at Kadesh, there was no river to cross then. So the fact is we are drawn in after Christ, and I think the wonderful things stated here are in order to set our souls in motion. 

    WJI suppose the Jordan is in chapter 2? 

    JTI think so, the wilderness things are passed over. 

    QuesWhat are the wonderful things you refer to? 

    JTWhat is said of Christ; He is the image of the invisible God; the firstborn of every creature; all things created by him and for him. 

    These things are set before the soul to establish there the sense of the greatness of Christ. 

    JSGI suppose in chapter 1 we have that which exists, and in chapter 2 the way by which we enter into it? 

    JTI think we pass over with Christ. Colossians is not possession, but preparation for possession. 

    FHBColossians takes us as far as Gilgal, not in possession of the land, but preparation to possess. 

    JTIt is the motion of going over; the exercise of soul preparatory to possession. 

    WJIn chapter 1 you are attracted by the Head. 

    JTQuite so. Another point in regard to Numbers is that you have there the boundaries of Canaan, a most important point to bear in mind. There are definite boundaries given us of the inheritance, and the fact that the boundaries are given suggests the thought that Canaan is not a type of what heaven will be literally hereafter, but more what the light of it is now, and we are called upon to learn, to trace, the boundaries. Colossians gives the state which enables us to determine the boundaries. 

    W.J. In what way? 

    JTSet your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. Not is like a boundary. 

    WJI suppose in Romans you change your man, but in Colossians you change your position, or the order of man is changed from Adam to Christ? 

    JTYes; the Man becomes attractive to you. If it be thou bid me come. 

    FHBI thought, that in the other types you have various aspects of the death of Christ which meet the need of the soul, but in Jordan it is not what meets the need of the soul, but you are drawn over by affection. 

    JTWith regard to quotations from the Old Testament, the thought of these thrones and dominions are found in the Old Testament, such as the position of head in Adam, Moses, David. There were certain official positions, but whatever they were, they were created by Christ and for Him; so they waited the Man who could take them up. There was one position which was not there; that is, the assembly was not there, but in Colossians the assembly is in view, and He is Head of the body, the assembly that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. 

    WJDo we not get two headships here, as well as two ministries? 

    JTThe body is viewed in its entirety. It is the body, assuming that the thing is understood. It had become known as a definite family, and Christ is presented as Head of it, as well as of all things. 

    WJI suppose the glory of His Person shines here more than in Ephesians? 

    JTHis position is greater in Ephesians. One can understand the personal greatness of Christ coming in here in order to give Him the first place. Whatever there was, He created it. The body is the last thing mentioned here, but it is the greatest, so that in all things He might have the pre-eminence. 

    FHBI suppose there was a danger of the Colossians getting their minds distracted from Christ as Head, and that is why the apostle brings before them so strikingly the greatness and glory of the Head? 

    JTI think there are two great dangers that beset the saints after they come to recognise the Spirit, the first is Moabitish; that is, the influences of natural relationships; the second is mans mental ability and culture. 

    FHBWhat do you connect with that in type? 

    JTThe last part of the book of Numbers. The book of Numbers after chapter 21 treats of the believer as having the Spirit and recognising the Spirit; Sing ye unto it. The danger after that is the recognition of family relationships as making them of more importance than the circle of the Spirit. They have their place, but if we make more of them than of the circle of the Spirit, we simply live in Moab instead of in Canaan. I think the Corinthians suffered from that, but the Colossians suffered from mental ability. 

    FHBDo you not think that is our greatest danger? 

    JTI think it is. 

    QuesThe Spirit is only referred to in chapter 1: 8. 

    JTIn Colossians it is Christ as Head, the greatness of Christ. That shows the importance of taking Scripture in its own setting. If the Spirit has His place, He will make everything of Christ. 

    The Spirit goes out of sight to bring Christ into evidence. Unless you give Christ His place, the Spirit will not be satisfied. 

    WJDid you ever link this in your mind with Laodicea, and think that the neglect of Colossian truth would produce the Laodicean condition? 

    JTYes. It was apparently neglected there. 

    The church at Laodicea evidently recognised mans mind. 

    DLHDo we get any type of the recognition of mans mind in the Old Testament? 

    EJMcBWhat place would you give Jericho? 

    JTJericho is in the land. 

    EJMcBIs it not the first thing you meet when you make a movement? The moment you do make a move you find the opposition is mans mind. 

    JTPerhaps that is so: The book of Numbers associates the two ideas, but I do not think Jericho is a type of mans mind. Jericho is spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies. The sort of thing that the apostle combated refers to the believers history after he recognises the Spirit. The suggestion is, I think, that learning and culture are of importance to the natural mind. 

    HD'ACIf there is not a type of the thing, yet Moses was to take a man who had the Spirit. 

    QuesIs Joshua a type of Christ or of the Spirit? 

    JTHe is a type of Christ. Christ acquires a place in your heart as the source of refreshment. Directly Christ acquires that place Satan will attack you; so it is said that Satan attacked the people just where the people had drunk the water, Exodus 17. It is a conflict that goes on in our souls that no one knows about. Moses is supported by Aaron and Hur, and as his hands are upheld the victory is with the people. I think, therefore, that Joshua is Christ known in a spiritual way, not as representing the authority of God in our souls; that is Moses, but as sustaining us inwardly. That develops so as not only to meet the power of evil in your flesh, but to put you in possession of all that is heavenly. We need Christ to put us in possession of what is spiritually hidden; that is Joshua. 

    QuesIn the early part of Joshua we get him magnified in the sight of all Israel; does that answer to this? 

    JTSomewhat. 

    DLHThere is an expression in Colossians Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another. 

    Does that answer at all to the idea of Joshua? 

    JTI understand Joshua to be Christ aiding us, not exactly as Priest, nor in the way of authority, but entirely in what is spiritual. Moses is the one raised up by God to represent the authority of God, but there is another service the Lord performs for us, He delivers us from the inroads of the flesh. 

    QuesDoes it not say that Joshua never left the tabernacle? 

    JTThat helps. He has to do with what is heavenly, what is entirely spiritual. 

    HD'ACIt is a very great safeguard against the working of the human mind to hear His word, and to get divine intelligence in Him, and only in Him. 

    You have to be actually in touch with a living Christ to get a living thought. 

    ASLWhat would holding the head mean? 

    JTThat you regard Christ as the One from whom all direction flows. It is not exactly getting commands from Him. 

    ASLI suppose the statement refers directly to the danger to which the apostle refers. 

    JTIf anything is presented to you, you test it by Christ. 

    FHBWould holding the Head be the recognition of Christ in that position? 

    ASLAnd the exclusion of mans mind as such. 

    FHBYou know Him as the One who would supply everything that the assembly needs. 

    JSGDoes it not help that in chapter 2 Christ is spoken of as Head of every principality and power, and not simply of the body? 

    JTI think holding the Head arises from the way you come to know the Lord. It does not come to you in a formal way, it comes to you gradually. 

    The Lord endears Himself to your heart, so that gradually you come to give Him His place; in time it dawns upon you that it is wise to do so. You find things go right that way. Wisdom is a great thought in headship. 

    ASLWhat is the difference between subjection to the Lord and holding the Head? 

    JTThe first has reference to authority, so that the Spirit is said to be given to all those that obey Christ; He is given on that principle; but holding the Head is more through the affections, I think. 

    WJMore moral; the power of affection. 

    JTIt is not a question of formal communications, it flows from being near to the Person, so that you get His thoughts. I think one great point in headship is wisdom. 

    FKDo you connect that with Joshua as the spiritual leader? 

    JTI think the Lord becomes endeared to the soul, and you gradually come to give Him His place, and then you find the advantage of it. I think Philadelphia had come back to the principle of Colossians, whereas Laodicea had departed from it. 

    You have the Son of the Fathers love; that appeals to the heart. Then every great thing instituted was created for Christ and He fills it. He could not be Head to us unless He was a Man. He could not have corresponding sensibilities if He were not a Man, but then it is as clear as possible in this chapter that He is a divine Person. 

    JRKIs not what is brought in here to magnify that Man? 

    JTYou never lose sight of the fact that He is a divine Person, but there must be a point of correspondence. 

    JDBut what a very different kind of Man! 

    HD'ACWe read that Joshua commanded the priests, but they were to follow the ark. You have Him as Man, but you have the ark of the covenant before you. 

    JDVerse 15 is so important, who is the image of the invisible God. 

    DLHBut then He must have become man for that. 

    JTThere must be corresponding sensibilities you could not have headship in God as God. The thought of headship involves that there must be a point of correspondence between the Head and those of whom He is Head. 

    EJMcBDo you not think that is the force of the change in the word from obey to holding? 

    JTYes, that is right. The body is composed of those who have Gods Spirit, who have sensibilities produced by the Spirit of Christ. It says, If any man have not the Spirit of Christ. The body is composed of such, and now you can understand what a wonderful organism it is. Christ is Head of that. 

    ASLIf you are in the truth of Romans 8 you pass naturally over to the Head. 

    JTAnd then if Christ gets His place, the Spirit, in a way, passes out of sight, though the greatest possible evidence that the Spirit is there is that Christ is everything. The first chapter creates in the soul a sense of the place that belongs to Christ properly, and through this presentation He gains the place that He ought to occupy in our hearts. It is presented as light, but the apostle laboured that every man should be presented perfect in Christ; that is, that all the sensibilities are to be brought into accord with Him. The Colossians belonged to the body, but the question was, were they perfect? 

    JDThe apostle laboured to that end. And also it sets before us, as servants, what the divine aim should be with each of us. God would make known Christ and the apostle laboured to that end. 

    JTI doubt if any servant is ready until he knows the Head. 

    HD'ACThe greatest conceivable Person has died for us and is Head, but you cannot separate what He is personally from His headship any more than you can from His death. 

    DLHI would like to know what is the difference in Colossians between the thought of Head of all principality and power, and Head of the body.. 

    JTI think there must be a great difference. In the body you have persons who have already been formed by the Spirit in sensibilities which are after Christ. Thus His headship in regard to the body must be very different in the working out of it, since it is already seen in effect. It could not be that in regard to the principalities. 

    DLHBut the element of wisdom is there? 

    JTBut when you come to the body how different. Take the disciples, how they gathered up things from Christ! The members of the body are moved by an unseen intelligence, the working out of wonderful things as set in relation one to the other, wise things which could not be added to by any contrivance of the human intellect. 

    DLHHuman intellect would spoil it. 

    JTQuite so. Look at the Lord in John 13 and introduce a great philosopher there, what could he add? The thing would be absurd. What would the apostle John think of it? 

    ASLYet that is entirely forgotten with the majority of Christians. 

    JTWhere there are a few who recognise that, there is the working out of what is wisdom. The idea in headship is that wisdom is there. The idea of wisdom is that you cannot improve on it. The book of Proverbs insists on that, therefore it says; wisdom is the principal thing. Therefore in Ephesians the working out of the truth of the assembly manifests the all various wisdom of God. 

    QuesWould you say that the mind of God is there, as to all that over which Christ is Head? 

    JTYes, it is the mind of God brought into relation to our sensibilities. You have not the sensibilities of Christ in principalities and powers, but there is a point of correspondence between the body and Christ. He is a Man, so that you can be formed after Christ. The Jew will not understand that in the future as you do and will. 

    EJMcBIs it not an important point that you cannot really serve unless you know the truth of the Head? 

    JTThat is what I was meaning this morning when I said there was more sin against the Spirit than against Christ. Really in principle the door is closed upon the Spirit, and if the door is closed upon the Spirit you may be sure there, will be very little room for Christ. I think Christianity is a system of wisdom; it is not established by precept. I would not like to say that precept is not there, but it is more precedent. It is first what Christ did, and then what the apostles did. 

    FHBIf every member moves under the impulse of the Head the effect will be that Christ will be seen in His body. 

    WJHis body is the continuation of Christ here. 

    DLHIn what sense will Christ give impulse to principalities and powers? 

    FHBWould not that apply more particularly to the assembly? 

    DLHIn the future Christ will give impulse to all principalities, for the same expression is used. 

    JTTake a republic. The president of the United States is head of the nation. He is not king, he is head, but he does not rule through affection. It is through political manipulations; there really is no correspondence. But with Christ and His body how different it is! There are no manipulations. It is that the members of the body have the same Spirit, we have the Spirit of Christ, so that He produces His thoughts in us. It goes on silently, not exactly by command, but in a spiritual way. 

    BIs that why the Colossians are spoken of as having believed in Christ Jesus? 

    JTThey had received Christ Jesus the Lord; in that way they were in a full Christian position, and we may say in a Christian state, but there was a danger, hence they were to walk according to what they had received. They had received Christ and were now to walk in Him. 

    GWIs not that thought as to sensibilities just the difference between the two headships? 

    JTThere is no Spirit of Christ in a principality. 

    DLHIn regard to principalities, I suppose Christ will give character to everything that God has set up. 

    JTSurely. When you come to a mediatorial state of things the whole aspect of things is changed; if Christ rules there is the greatest change; but Christianity is not that. There is not a thing between you and Christ, and I do not think that can be said of any other family. 

    DLHBut in Ephesians it is said He is Head over all things to the assembly, you get a careful distinction between His being head over and head to, but here in Colossians He is spoken of as head of in both cases. 

    JTTake Exodus 18, Moses is spoken of as king in Jeshurun; he ruled, but he ruled through others; that is not headship. That is very much like the world to come, the rule will not be direct, but when you come to the assembly it is direct, Christ influences us directly. 

    HD'ACSurely what is of Christ will fill the whole world at that time, though not so directly; 

    it will then be through the assembly; but there is nothing between us and Christ. 

    WJWe have to keep in mind what it says, Ye are complete in him. 

    JSGI thought the point was that in holding the Head a principality or power must be excluded for they are all under Him, but in connection with the body it is the most intimate idea that could be conceived. 

    FHBI think that is very beautiful, the thought of the direct connection of the Head and the members. 

    JSGBut the Colossians were in great danger, and hence the Spirit of God speaks of Christ in this way to show the wonderful place that He has, so as to save them from the danger that lay before them. 

    DLHSo that headship of principalities and powers is introduced more in chapter 2 on the line of shutting them out rather than bringing them in. 

    JSGI think so. They are introduced to show the place Christ has. 

    DLHThe point is evidently that we must look only to Christ. 

    PRMDoes it not follow in that connection that He has spoiled principalities and powers? 

    JTSo that there shall be nothing between our souls and Christ. I think amongst the people of God there is a great preference for a mediatorial order of things; people like to get things second-hand instead of direct from Christ. There are a great many people who are a public charge. I have been impressed with the fact that people are content to receive things second-hand. 

    ASLWhen Paul speaks of presenting every man perfect in Christ, is it that every saint should be led to receive everything from Christ? 

    JTIn Ephesians 4 the gift that is common to all is first stated, so that you may retain the sense of your own importance to the body, that is, you are necessary to it. If you have that thought in your soul, you will not be entirely overwhelmed by the specific gifts. To every one of us is given grace. Each saint ought to cultivate what he has; if he has only a little, it is a great thing to be thrifty. I do not think a person is any good until he arrives at independency, I mean till he has some means of his own; he has got the Spirit, he is a member of Christ, and he is in direct communication with the Head. 

    HD'ACHow would the specific gifts come in? 

    JTThe Lord never intended to make much of a man by giving him a gift. 

    HD'ACIs that gift to take the place of every thing to the saints, and is he to ignore what is given to others? 

    JTI think that is the bane of the saints. Little companies of Christians are not entirely dependent on gifts. That is how the wisdom of the Head comes out; where there is exercise the Lord gives light. You find that in many places saints do not come together because there is no distinct gift available. 

    But if the gift is not available, the Head is available, and every member in that locality has a little. 

    JSGIn that connection is it not important to remember that growth is in connection with holding the Head; a gift is given in view of building up, but growth is through receiving nourishment from Christ. 

    JTThe gifts in a certain sense are excess. In the working out of things, if the saints accept that each saint has grace, then a gift coming to them is excess; the gifted one is not all, he is excess. 

    WJI do not believe saints get anything from the gift unless they are living spiritually on their own incomes. The gifts are not mentioned in this epistle. 

    FHBA gift is of no value unless exercised under the direction of the Lord, and it is of greater value if in touch with the Head. 

    JTI do not think the Lord ever intended to distinguish a man by giving him a gift, because a gift is not as great as you are in Gods counsels. 

    The man is greater than the gift, so the gift is given for others. What we are as members of Christ and in Gods counsels is for ever. The grace that is given to all does not come to an end, nor does the body of Christ come to an end. Who could conceive what is of Christ coming to an end? But a gift does come to an end. 

    JSGDo you look upon Colossians as taking us over Jordan and reaching as far as Gilgal? 

    JTYes. 

    JSGIs it not of the greatest importance to remember that the body is over Jordan so that the body consists of the formative work of the Spirit? 

    EJMcBDo you get the thought of Christ as Head in Corinthians? 

    JSGNo. In Corinthians the human body is used as a figure. 

    JTBut it is formally spoken of as body of Christ, and also as The Christ. 

    JSGBut the saints form the head in Corinthians, whereas in Colossians it is Christ as the Head and the saints form the body. 

    JTThe fact of the matter is, that headship works out in Colossians, as the mind of the body. 

    PRMIt can never get its lines of communication cut. 

    JTIf you have a mediatorial system you might introduce the thought of communications being cut, but you cannot cut the communications between Christ and the saints. 

    DLHIt is an organism, not an organisation. 

    JTQuite so, nothing can get out of order. Now another thing comes in at the beginning of chapter 2, and that is the apostles great combat that the saints might enter into the truth of the mystery and know that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are in it. You do not need to go outside, so what one would seek to press is, that if there are a few believers in the recognition of this they would get light. I think it would be a great thing that saints should recognise this, because then they would get light. I think if we had more shame about being devoid of any little spiritual means it would bring about exercise. The law ordered that the males in Israel were to appear three times a year before the Lord and no one was to appear empty. 

    It is a great thing that we should be in the power of these things. The Lord is at our right hand, but it is of the utmost importance that we should make use of the Spirit. 

  
    THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVING CHRIST (JT 8)

    John 13:18 - 30; Colossians 1:12 - 19

    The exercise I have is to call attention to the great importance of loving Christ. I want to connect it with the advantages that accrue from it, especially that it leads us into the benefit of His headship. One feels a peculiar exercise as to the headship of Christ, and what I would remark is, that, aside from loving Christ, souls get no direct advantage from it. I use the word direct, for you may get indirect advantage from it although your love for Christ may be very little. You may get indirect advantage by observing others who profit by it, who are in the good of it, but it is quite obvious that each believer should know the headship of Christ. Each believer who has the Spirit is in the body, and we read in regard of Christ as Head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God (Colossians 2:19). Therefore, every believer ought to be in direct relation with Christ in his own soul, in order that he should get the benefit of the headship and correspondingly contribute to the whole. Our contribution may be little or it may be much. 

    The two disciples who had left Jerusalem for Emmaus, when they returned to the company made a contribution to the company. In the house at Emmaus their souls had been touched by Christs headship. They returned to Jerusalem and found the eleven and those that were with them, who were speaking about Christ as risen, and immediately they add their quota, telling the company how the Lord had spoken to them by the way and especially that He was made known unto them in the breaking of bread. Now that was a contribution by those who had come into the light of Christ as Head. The same may be said of Mary Magdalene. Look at the contribution she made to the disciples as recorded in John 20. For the moment she eclipsed even the eleven; she contributed to such an extent as to give them light as to their new relationship and position. I call attention to these two instances so that you may see the great gain of headship. Whether you have a meagre apprehension of it or a very full apprehension of it, there is gain for you and there is gain for the company, for you become a contributor. One would feel extremely poor and ashamed not to be a contributor in some sense. Indeed, we know that to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ, and it is that we should be contributors. 

    Well now, my point is for the moment to show you that it depends on love for Christ, and I selected Johns gospel because he says more about love than any of the evangelists. He says more too, perhaps, about hatred than any of them; he is a man of extremes in a sense, and he presents the things that he speaks of in their absoluteness. In speaking of love in contrast to hatred he intimates clearly that love is according to Christ and that hatred characterises Antichrist. It seems to me that Judas is the representative of the anti-Christian spirit; whereas, in a modest way, John presents the disciple whom Jesus loved as the expression of the spirit of Christianity. 

    In view of the character of John 13, it is very suited that these two opposites should appear in it. I am not saying that other New Testament writers do not speak of love; they all do; Paul is very express about it; he says, If any one love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha (1 Corinthians 16:22). Very strong language this! It is his way, in one sense, of expressing his estimate of Christ; he had wonderful affection for Christ. He is speaking to the Corinthians. Amongst them, alas! there were evidently non-lovers of Christ. You will not remain long a non-lover; if you are that now you may presently become a hater of Christ. Hence the apostle is very pronounced in reminding you of the curse. 

    In writing to the Ephesians he does not suggest there were any amongst them who did not love Christ. He had a very great experience of the spiritual affections at Ephesus. You will all remember how, having called the elders, they embraced him; that is very beautiful! They loved him. They felt most of all, it says, that they should see his face no more. It was a scene to touch the heart. They loved the apostle, and this was really an evidence that they loved Christ. He does not therefore suggest that there was a non-lover amongst them; he rather emphasises in his epistle that they had faith in Christ Jesus and love, not only for him, but for all the saints. It is a wonderful thing to love Christ and all the saints. At the end of his epistle the apostle remarks, Grace be with all them who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity (Ephesians 6:24). He suggests there the possibility of the existence of love for Christ in insincerity. I am not prepared to define how it works out in the individual, but the apostle suggests it, and I mention it so that we may inquire what is the character of our love. Is there an element of corruption there? He pronounced his benediction on those who loved Christ in incorruption (N.T.). Remember that word. 

    So the apostle Paul treats of love very extensively; but, as I was remarking, John uses the word more frequently, he weaves it into the whole fabric of his writings, and on the opposite side you have presented the anti-Christian spirit, and Judas is the father of it. The reason why I say that Judas is the father of the anti-Christian spirit is that he was with Christ, 

    and so had the opportunity of knowing Him. Having known the Lord he left Him and betrayed Him. One cannot be an antichrist unless one knows Christ in some sense, you know in some sense what you are objecting to. Hence the characteristic of Antichrist is, they went out. Judas went out. We have the word, he went out, meaning that he left the circle in which the love of Christ was active. Let us beware of going out. Perhaps some trivial thing has given occasion to it, but one goes out. In what direction is your face? Think of the company you are leaving when you go out. Judas was the first to go out of the Christian circle; he has had many followers, alas! In his epistle John speaks in the plural. He says there are many antichrists ... they went out from us (1 John 2:18,19). Judas did not go out unexposed. Neither should you assume that you are unexposed. You may fancy you are, but be your grievance what it may, if you go out you are exposed; besides, you will get into bad company, and it will get worse. It is a painful but wholesome thing to reflect on the course of those who have withdrawn from the circle of Christian fellowship. Judas went out exposed, as I said. The Lord said of him, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. It is a terrible thing to lift up your heel. It is operating behind a person, the opposite of face to face. It is an action marked by darkness; it is treachery. One could trace it. 

    The heel is found early in the Scriptures. Satan is the author of that sort of activity: thou shalt bruise his heel, the Lord said to him (Genesis 3:15). It is well to be reminded that he who acts in that way has his head bruised; it is inevitable. It shall bruise thy head, that is Satans annulment. The tribe of Dan is like an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward (Genesis 49:17). That is anti-Christian. As you know, Jacob himself had learned the lesson, for he was a heel-holder, one who operates in the rear. That thread runs right through Scripture; it is the anti-Christian thread, and Judas is the exponent of it. He had been in the company of the Lord for some three years, so that he had known Him. So carefully was he concealed as to his true character that only the Lord, apparently, knew him; but the Lord knew him from the beginning. We may be sure that the spirit of antichrist is under the eye of Christ in whomsoever it may be. 

    Well now, there was the disciple whom Jesus loved, he was not acting from the back, he was on Jesus bosom. He is reposing in confidence, the confidence begotten of known affection; that was John. He is pleased modestly to regard himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved, and he rewards the Lord, as it were, for the place He gave to him, for he never tires of calling attention to the love of Christ. In chapter 14:22 Judas says: Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? As to this disciple, the apostle carefully says he was not Iscariot. It was not that Judas, it was another. Thank God, there was another Judas. As I was saying, love for Christ is the great antidote to the anti-Christian spirit, hence chapter 14:21,23 enlarges on the great advantage of loving Christ; He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, and further the Lord says, If any man love me, he will keep my words. These are tests, keeping His commandments and His words. Besides the former, all the wonderful communications of Christ are treasured in the heart of the lover of Christ. 

    Now in turning to Colossians what I wanted to point out was that the Father has translated us into the kingdom of that One, the Son of His love. What a kingdom that is! Think of rule in the hands of the Son of the Fathers love. I only refer to that part of the passage to call attention to the manner in which the heart is engaged in Colossians. It is engaged with the Son of the Fathers love, and then the apostle proceeds to tell us who He is. No one is prepared for such light save a lover of Christ. Colossians is specially for those who love Christ, but the danger was the admitting of an addition to Christ. I call attention to that for a moment. An addition to Christ! True affection will not admit of it. Mary Magdalene would not admit of it for a moment. The apostle, therefore, enlarges on Christs personal dignity and glory in order that the saints should acknowledge His headship. I want to dwell on that just for a little, and I would refer to David. 

    Many of you will remember how that in the history of David, after the recovery of Ziklag, he remained in Ziklag for two days. That I apprehend to be, in a sense, the epistle to the Romans. It is not, as it were, a station at which you are to remain, but it is important to remain for some time in it in order that the soul should be matured in the sense of recovery. Indeed it is not only recovery, but victory. We are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. David recovered all, and there was that which was designated Davids spoil. 

    David inquired of the Lord on the third day: Shall I go up to one of the cities of Judah? The point is: Shall I go up? Did you ever ask that question? It is not the divine thought that we should remain on the plain; things on the plain must be adjusted, but the soul that loves Christ inquires as to an upward movement. The Lord says to David, Go up ... unto Hebron. Hebron was a remarkable place. The Spirit of God, in mentioning it in Numbers 13:22, tells us that it was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. Now ponder for a moment over David in Hebron. Caleb had been there, an illustrious man; the Levites had lived there. Consider David in the streets of Hebron. Doubtless there were buildings there. What would David say of them? As a spiritual man he would say, These structures are not patterned on anything in Egypt. How do you order your circumstances, whether domestic or religious? Are they patterned after the world? Christendom is patterned after the world, nothing else. Hebron would suggest that which existed before the world system. That is a thought we need to get into our souls. 

    Christ is said to be the beginning: He is the image of God. He is before everything; He is the Firstborn; nothing preceded Him, beloved friends. That is Colossians. Romans, in its general teaching, dates back to Eden, it refers to the fall and the recovery, but when you get to Colossians you come to see things that existed before, for Adam was but a figure of Him that was to come. We need to live in Hebron, beloved friends. David lived there and reigned there, partially, it is true, but he reigned there for seven years and six months. What a time it was! He begat children there; he begat none at Ziklag, but at Hebron his family increased. Increase is in Colossians. It is in the apprehension of Christ as Head that you get increase. It is a wonderful thing to dwell on the thought of what existed before the world. 

    David did not, however, build in Hebron. It is not the grand objective of the Spirit, but a most important point if our souls are to be imbued with the sense of what existed before the world. In saying many things about Christ the apostle goes on to say, He is the head of the body, the assembly ... the beginning. I would I could convey what I had in my mind as to the idea of the beginning and that the beginning is before the world system was ever devised. It all originates in Christ. John enlarges on the beginning in his epistle. He says, That which was from the beginning (1 John 1:1). That is Christ as man. Whereas in his gospel he says, In the beginning was the Word (John 1:1). How the Lord would have us to sit down and drink in that thought! Like David, to meditate in the streets of Hebron as to the pattern of things according to God; still, as I was remarking, there is no building. Davids period in Hebron was not marked by building, it was a formative period; it was a period preparatory to Jerusalem; there you get the structure. I can only touch on the thought. 

    In Ephesians we come to the headship of Christ, but not only for the individual Christian. It is said that He is set over all things; He is head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all (chapter 1:23). And then it says further that He has ascended up far above all heavens (chapter 4:10). What for? That he might fill all things; and that being so, it says, He has given gifts unto men. Now I apprehend that the force of that passage is that things are operated, to refer to the type, from Jerusalem. The assembly is really formed on earth by Christ from His present position. The gifts are here to edify; for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body. After what pattern? Anything from Zoan? No, nothing. All is rigidly excluded. You are reminded of the pattern given to Moses. 

    Now if you look at Chronicles just for a moment, the first book begins with Adam. You have all the threads traced until you reach David! How perfect that is! David is the head typically. According to the narrator in Chronicles Solomon is not the designer of the temple, he is simply acting under David. The temple is wholly designed after a heavenly pattern. Egypt and Babylon are rigidly shut out. Would that the Lords people throughout Christendom could see that! Things should all antedate the world. 

    David received the pattern of the temple by the Spirit (1 Chronicles 28:12). There you are, so to say, at the top. Everything is patterned after divine wisdom. Well, beloved friends, it is in that sense that one understands Ephesians, and I commend to you the subject in that light. 

    May the Lord give us in these days to have love for Christ, and as we have love for Christ we shall come into these things; whereas if we are devoid of it, sooner or later we shall get on to anti-Christian lines. 

  
    THE INHERITANCE, PRESENT AND FUTURE (JT 18)

    Colossians 1: 12; Ephesians 1: 13, 14; Deuteronomy 33: 4

    There is that which we have in the way of inheritance provisionally and that also which we have eternally. It may help if we look at the subject in these two connections. 

    Would you give us an idea of what the inheritance means first? 

    The idea of the inheritance came in with Abraham, and it is connected with the gospel. The Lord said that those who believed should receive an inheritance, and it is that which renders us independent of what we may have, or what may be in prospect, as after the flesh, setting us up in spiritual independence. Ephesians speaks of our inheritance, meaning that we who form the church have something altogether to ourselves  a special portion that belongs to us; and besides that we have what others will have, and we have that in the meanwhile in a provisional way. 

    Is the inheritance a gift? 

    Well, in a way it is, but it comes in rather through relationship. If children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. That is how we come into it; but then there is an inheritance which we come into through redemption; the Lord said to Paul when He told him for what purpose He had appeared unto him, That they may receive remission of sins, and inheritance, without specifying what it is. 

    Would the idea be that of the great woman of the Old Testament who said, I dwell with my own people? 

    Well, she dwelt among her own people; that was sufficient for her. We are wonderfully well off if we only knew it. One thing to be noted is that we know more about God giving than we do about receiving. It is what I receive that benefits me directly. 

    I was going to ask if you were referring, when you spoke of receiving an inheritance, to Acts 26, when the Lord said to the apostle Paul, That they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me? 

    That is what I was referring to. That is connected with the gospel. I may have large estates, but unless I take possession, and work them, they do not yield. 

    You said just now that we receive the inheritance provisionally now, and, I judge, you mean that in the future we shall receive it in all its fulness? 

    Yes, that is it, and what we shall have in the future we have only the earnest of now  the earnest of our inheritance, Ephesians 1: 14. But the earnest is the Holy Spirit. Then there are things that we have not in the way of earnest merely, but in their totality  such as the covenant, the commandments, etc. The Holy Spirit sheds the love of God abroad in our hearts. 

    Was the birthright that Esau despised the inheritance really in figure? 

    Yes, it was. He despised it. 

    Is there such a thing as right to the inheritance? I was thinking of Jeremiah  Thine is the right of redemption, to buy it, Jeremiah 32: 5 - 15. 

    Well, I think the Lord has taken that up and has secured the inheritance for Israel through redemption. We come into it now in a spiritual way, for we are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ. 

    So in that way it would be a birthright? 

    It is a birthright, and there are evidences of the purchase. In Jeremiah there were the evidences of the purchase; there was that which was sealed and that which was open. Both writings of the purchase were to be placed in an earthen vessel. Everything is rightly secured, and what is open is for us and what is sealed is for Israel in the future, but both writings are in the earthen vessel, that is, we are in possession of the evidences of the purchase. We could not have purchased the inheritance; Christ has done that, but we have the testimony of the purchase, so that we have everything in possession in the earthen vessel. Now, what use are we making of that? We certainly can take up the open evidence that is not sealed, but really there is nothing sealed to us. We see that everything in the way of inheritance that there is for every family is already secured and we may make use of the things now, and yet we have a portion of our own of which we have only the earnest. Ephesians opens up the latter. 

    Would you say what is meant by the expression, Holy Spirit of promise? 

    I think it refers to what God had intimated in the Old Testament. 

    But that is not exactly the Holy Spirit personally, is it? 

    It refers to Him, of course. The apostle said to those Christians, Have ye received the Holy Spirit since ye believed? He refers to that. They said they had not even heard about it, and the apostle baptised them and laid his hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a divine Person, and, of course, is much more than the earnest of our inheritance; but among the other great things made good in Him down here is the earnest of our inheritance. 

    He is presented as the Holy Spirit of promise in that connection. I was wondering whether the promise had to do with the inheritance? 

    Yes, I think it has. The Holy Spirit had been promised, and the Gentiles now had received Him. We do not know how wealthy we are, even in what belongs to others, to say nothing of what belongs to ourselves. The covenant belonged to Israel primarily and the apostle says, Whose is the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants ... and of whom, as according to flesh, is the Christ, Romans 9: 4, 5. Now we have part in these things. 

    Is it as children of God that we have the inheritance? 

    I think so. If children, it says, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ, so that whatever comes to Him comes to us. 

    You mean that being children the inheritance is ours, but we may have but a small apprehension of the greatness of it? 

    Yes. Generally we have a very poor apprehension of the wonderful wealth we have come into as children of God. Everything that Christ has in the way of inheritance we share in it  joint-heirs with Christ. 

    John speaks of those who have the right to become the children of God; does he in that way distinguish between what we have title to and what we have really? 

    John introduces that at the outset. He came to his own, and his own received him not. Had they received Him they would have come into all this. He says further, as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God that is, the right to take that place. Then in the epistle he says, Now are we the children of God; it doth not yet appear what we shall be. I take it that our inheritance is connected with what we shall be, but the provisional inheritance comes in now in connection with our position as children in this world, so that we are wonderfully endowed. Everything that came to Christ (whatever family it belongs to) is now ours in a provisional way. 

    Will they revert to those to whom they belong? 

    Yes, surely; the types show that Israel comes into his inheritance in the year of jubilee. Everything reverts to its original owner, but in the meanwhile Israel has forfeited all title, and the inheritance is available to us. Of course, the Jews will come into a material inheritance  what we have is spiritual. 

    And that in a way is sealed, but is open for us? 

    It is sealed to them, but known to those who have the Spirit now. (Compare 2 Corinthians 3, 2 Corinthians 4.) 

    Is the thought included in the cup? 

    Yes, I think so. The Lord said as to the passover cup, Take this and divide it among yourselves. The principle remains, what we have is to be divided amongst ourselves. It is our heritage now. In Numbers 26 it is said: Unto these shall the land be divided. Then in chapter 33 Moses said, When ye pass over Jordan into the land of Canaan ... ye shall take for yourselves the land as an inheritance by lot. The cup suggests what we have as a common portion down here. 

    Do you mean to say that we have to get at what is sealed before we come into what is really open? 

    Well, I think for us they go together. We have the secret of everything by the Spirit. We know what Israels part is. We have part in it now, only in a higher way. We have the love of God shed abroad in our hearts. Wonderful portion! But then we have the law. That is the reason why I referred to the book of Deuteronomy, because there the law commanded by Moses is called the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. You do not get the idea of the congregation in Colossians or Ephesians, because our heavenly portion is in view. The idea of a congregation is what we are down here; and as a congregation we prize the law  I refer to the law typically. 

    Deuteronomy is more the spirit of the law. Moses began to unfold this law  it is an unfolded law in Deuteronomy, meaning that behind it is the love of God. He says, What great nation is there that hath righteous statutes and ordinances, as all this law which I set before you this day? (Deuteronomy 4: 8.) It is not a question of the legal requirement leading to bondage, but of the love that is behind it. 

    You are connecting the law with the inheritance? 

    Well, you see, the scripture says it is an inheritance. If we take account of the nations of the world it is a wonderful thing to have a set of principles such as we have got. We ought not to be afraid of the word law. Oh, how love I thy law, one said. Psalm 119 confirms fully what we are saying, Thy testimonies have I taken as a heritage for ever. 

    The inheritance of the congregation of Jacob is presented in Deuteronomy. This book furnishes motives to induce the people to love Jehovah and to go into the land of promise in a fitting way. The law was not against them; it was an inheritance. He through whom it was given was king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were gathered together. 

    Do you connect it with the covenant? 

    Well, it is that, but it is also that which regulates us. The more you take up church matters and see what the congregation of Jacob really means, the more you will value this heritage. Let us take this country for instance  the law has been handed down; it is one of the greatest heritages. Society could not last a day without the law of the land, nor could the universe continue to exist without law; the principle of law governs. And so the congregation of Jacob was given a law. In regard of the multitude that came out of Egypt, what they needed was just what was given  the law. 

    What is the thought in the congregation of Jacob? 

    I think the saints viewed in their responsibility. What do you think of that? 

    Yes. I was wondering if the epistle to the Romans would bring in the individual. 

    I think so. I think that Romans is Jacob and Corinthians is Jacob. Romans is the believer in his individual responsibility up to chapter 12; Corinthians is collective responsibility. It is the congregation, but viewed as in localities and refers to our position here in our present condition. I think the congregation of Jacob refers to the saints in that light. 

    At the end of this chapter in Deuteronomy we have, Thou shalt tread upon their high places; would that be the assembly connected with the land? Is this the result of Moses getting his place as head among them? The congregation of Jacob recognises the need of headship and then you get the reference to our full spiritual portion. 

    Yes, exactly. Hence, in the passage in Deuteronomy, Moses was king in Jeshurun when the heads of the people and the tribes were gathered together. Jeshurun means the upright people, I understand. Every upright person rejoices in law and rule. If you meet a policeman, to use a figure, he is not your enemy if you are an upright person. It is a great thing to have a law and a law given by no less a Person than Christ, whom you love. He is King in Jeshurun. He is King in our affections. 

    Would you carry the thought of the law as far as Timothy? 

    I would. 1 Timothy is included in the law  the law of the house. 

    It is, as it were, the law of his mouth, which is better than thousands of gold and silver; Psalm 119: 72. Nowadays there are legislators, but primarily the king made the laws. Moses became king. By the direction of the lawgiver the well was digged; Numbers 21: 18. As indwelt by the Holy Spirit you value the expression of the will of God. The righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in those who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. 

    The law brings about subjection, so that room is made for the Spirit. The well was dug by the direction of the lawgiver. You come into the gain of the Spirit practically in the acknowledgment of the will of God in that way. 

    What is the difference between the congregation of Jacob and the tribes of Israel? 

    The tribes represent the family side. Though in the division of the inheritance each was to receive a portion according to his requirement, according to the size of his family, yet that was to be balanced by the land being divided by lot, according to the names of the tribes. Each tribe was to get his portion so that the tribes were to be maintained intact. In that way even if a tribe were small he must be recognised. See Numbers 26: 52 - 56. 

    Would John 14 come in in regard to this: He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me? 

    Yes, that is right. It runs with the first epistle to the Corinthians. 

    I think all you have been saying with regard to the moral meaning of the law is of the utmost importance. Believers are not lawless. The righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in those who walk after the Spirit; they delight to do it. It is no hardship, for the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. Those who love God seek to do His will; His commandments are not grievous, 1 John 5: 3. 

    You said something just now that I do not quite understand  that Jacob was the responsible man and that it was with Jacob and not with Israel that the inheritance of the law was connected. I wish you would make that a little clearer. 

    Romans takes you up as you are  just as you are in the world in your ordinary circumstances  and justifies you, but then as justified, and as having received the Spirit, your responsibility remains. As seen in Romans, you are set up in relation to God and to others like yourself; it is as thus set up, as I apprehend, that saints are referred to as the congregation of Jacob. We are responsible in our locality, we are responsible in regard to all the saints in the locality, and we can go to any of them and say, We are given a wonderful heritage. In 1 and 2 Corinthians we have principles given of God by which we are to be governed and held together, so as to become independent of the social and political elements of this world. The first great thing is to look into these and see how we can be regulated by these principles. Josiah found the book of the law. Jeremiah, referring to this, says, Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy words were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart: for I am called by thy name, O Jehovah, God of hosts. He was being regulated by the word, as he further says, I sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor exulted; I sat alone because of thy hand, Jeremiah 15: 16, 17. 

    Would you say that if saints take up their portion as individuals, as unfolded in Romans, it would lead them on to Corinthians? 

    Yes. In Romans 12 we are said to be one body in Christ, meaning that we are not bound together in the flesh nor are we so many units independent of each other. Romans thus prepares us for the principles taught in the epistles to the Corinthians; these are intended for the assembly during the absence of the Lord. 

    What an inheritance these epistles are! 

    It is a great thing to see the working out of them  how if a few of Gods people are together, the principles of the house of God may govern. 

    Is there any connection between what you were saying and the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus? 

    Every relation in which we are set is governed by a law. The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus sets us free from the law of sin and death. 

    The assembly of God which is in Corinth ... with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours, 1 Corinthians 1: 2. That would bring in the King in Jeshurun; every truly upright person in the world will set his seal to the first epistle to Corinthians, but there are, alas, many of Gods people who disregard it. They are not governed by the law that is to govern the saints that the King in Jeshurun has formulated; and there is no use in professing to love Christ unless His commandments are kept. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. 

    Would what you have been saying be governed by the lordship of Christ? 

    Yes; when the heads of the people and the tribes were gathered together. I think this is seen in 2 Corinthians. The first letter brought about repentance and a return to the recognition of the authority of Christ as represented by the apostle. Paul was greatly encouraged over it. (See chapter 7.) 

    To us there is one Lord. The full acknowledgment of this does away for ever with religious independency; we cannot partake of the Lords table and the table of demons, we cannot drink of the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. The principle that governs us is that we are not to do anything that is inconsistent; inconsistency carries its own reprobation; and we provoke the Lord to jealousy. Are we stronger than He? The Lord can enforce His will and He will enforce it. Paul says, If any one love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema. A terrible word! 

    I gather that you make a very strong point of the lordship of Christ in connection with law, as you are speaking of it? 

    Certainly. He is the One who formulated the law. He was typically King in Jeshurun, and that is what 2 Corinthians effects. 1 Corinthians asserts His rights, and in the second letter we see that the saints came to recognise them. 

    We may see in the first letter to the Corinthians that they had not valued the inheritance brought to them in the apostles ministry. I have received of the Lord, he says, that which also I delivered unto you. They had been disregarding the instructions he had given, and so he was forced to repeat them, adding admonitions and warnings. The first letter made room for the Spirit. It is at the direction of the lawgiver that the well was digged; Numbers 21. The Holy Spirit came down, but the springing up is the result of the Holy Spirit working in us. Apart from subjection to the Lord there can be no possibility of entering into the inheritance. 

    Psalm 119 should be studied if we really love to do the will of God. The Lord came out of heaven with that: I delight to do thy will, O my God, Psalm 40: 8. The true cry of the believer is, I delight in the law of God after the inward man, Romans 7: 22. It says in Psalm 119, Great peace have they which love thy law and nothing shall offend them. What was in the heart of God for man in giving the law is there still. What was behind it was the love of God. 

    Psalm 119 brings us to the Songs of Degrees. I do not think any one begins to ascend until he is adjusted on the earth. The Songs of Degrees lead up. The tribes go up. 

    You really do not reach the thought in the tribes unless the Lord is known as Head. The tribes are in family relation. The inheritance is divided by Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun. But part of it was given by Moses. The latter would answer to Romans, but that given under Eleazar and Joshua corresponds with Ephesians. What comes under the authority of the Lord is that part of the inheritance that Moses gave. What Eleazar and Joshua gave is wholly spiritual. Ephesians speaks of the earnest of our inheritance. That is, to my mind, not to be defined  it is to be enjoyed. We have been speaking about things that are our own  eternal things. The scriptures do not define them strictly  they are to be entered into. You cannot define love, so far as I can see. What I see is that the Holy Spirit is the earnest and He opens the heavenly door and brings you to it. 

    Is there any difference between our inheritance and the inheritance of the saints in light? 

    I was going to make a remark about that. Colossians is entering, Ephesians you are in. The word inheritance I think in Colossians is portion, but the difference is very little, because it refers to the same thing, only the point is, what is in the light. You are made fit for the portion of the saints in light, which is an important thing in view of entering  that is, everything has come under the light. God will not admit anything that is inconsistent with the light. 

    So in that way we have our inheritance allotted to us? 

    That is it. The Lord Himself spoke about Jehovah being the lot of His inheritance. He says, The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places  lines meaning the measures by which the land was divided. The Lord said further, I have a goodly heritage. He does not define what it is, but we know it must be delightful. 

    So we have an inheritance while we are here and waiting? Our rich portion here is to have the light of God to direct and control us, also the love of God? 

    That is it. 

    So you speak of the love of God as being the provisional portion? 

    Well, it is an eternal portion, but you are not said to have the earnest of the love of God  you are not said to have the earnest of the Fathers love. We have these things actually, so that the inheritance of which we have the earnest must be one that is ahead of us. It is wholly spiritual because we are constituted spiritual. Material things cannot form our inheritance. If spiritual we must enter a spiritual portion. 

    Is the inheritance in Colossians a present portion? I think Colossians contemplates that you enter on it now and the Father makes you meet for that; it is the portion of the saints in light. It is connected with the translation of the saints from the authority of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. 

    There is an undoubted connection there with the King in Jeshurun. This refers to the place He has with us; the Son of the Fathers love speaks of the place He has in the Fathers heart. One point in Colossians is thanksgiving; there is a power of appreciation, and so there is thanksgiving. It is a very important matter that thanks should be given to the Father. There is no true thanksgiving apart from appreciation. 
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    THE POWER OF GOD (2) (JT 20)

    Colossians 1:11; Colossians 2: 9 - 15; Genesis 17:1 - 14; Genesis 18:1 - 8

    What we considered this morning had reference to Gods power in grace. Elishas ministry refers to that towards men; we would consider now how the power of God is available to us as before God. As we need to be sustained before men, so we need to be sustained before God; therefore, the connection of circumcision with the power of God has in view the position of the saints in Gods presence. God says to Abram: Walk before me  before My face; Genesis 17:1. Chapter 18 shows that the door of privilege is open to those who have that light  the knowledge of God in His almightiness and the disallowance of the flesh. This fits in with Colossians. Isaac was to be brought in on the line of Gods power as this chapter shows. The prayer in Colossians 1:9 - 13, covers the circle of the saints on earth. The evidence of power is endurance and longsuffering with joy. It does not go so far as Ephesians  endurance is that one can bear much; then long suffering not of a stoical kind. God looks for that in the circle. But in chapter 2 we have a position before God according to His operation, a position taken up in faith. For that the power of God in quickening is necessary. What God had in His mind in Colossians was as fruit of the gospel, to set up a circle marked by the vigour of life, as it appeared in Christ on earth  the new man renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. Colossians 3:10. There was to be practical correspondence with Christ in every relationship, as we see in Chapter 3 throughout. Then in speaking to God, there would be free intelligent outgoing to Him. Abraham in Genesis 18 is, so to speak, a quickened man; chapter 17 is the light of the position. Three men came and found there the intelligence and energy of life, the recognition of what was due to God. The quickening is a positive, practical thing, I am made to live. Circumcision is positional  that is in Colossians. In Philippians 3 it is position; the past is all gone; God is worshipped by the Spirit, and there is no confidence in the flesh. Abrams name was changed and this involved the power of God, for the new name implied that he was to be a father of a multitude of nations. We get what is in the presence of God  what is suitable. The scene in chapter 18 shows what God would delight in. It seems as if Jehovah coming as a Man in company with others, desired to bring out what was in Abraham and Sarah and the young man. One may take it as a type of any company. From Antioch onward the Spirit of God seems to enlarge on the different circles brought about by the apostles ministry. The coming of the apostle to different localities (Acts 20:21) brought into evidence what was of God in each. Here in Genesis 18 what God could participate in is available. What is suggested first of all, is that God brings about a condition in the circle that He would test out. In Judges 6 the angel of the Lord came and sat under an oak, that is, he took up a position where he could take a survey of what there was. Gideon was threshing wheat to keep it from the Midianites. It reminds us of what marks divine visitations. Visitations are not only made in chastisement. We read As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten, Revelation 3:19 but divine Persons also come as knowing what is in a locality, so that it might show itself. Here, in Genesis 18, the coming is to affect a scene, a festive occasion with sufficient persons to fill it out. Two were angels, but all are introduced as three men. Abraham said Lord to One of them  standing near him. It was to introduce the conditions for festivity. Abraham discerned the Lord. He was not putting himself forward. They said  the company is kept in evidence. The next verse shows what was there. There are right instincts as to what was suitable for Him. We get the contrast to all that in Simons house; Luke 7:36 - 50. The Lord looks for what is suitable and what He takes pleasure in. It is a Colossian scene. Abraham is just a type. This is a scene designed by heaven. We have three men coming and the coming brings out what was there. If you take up Colossians (the Old Testament is intended to illustrate and bring out detail) it says in Colossians 1:12,13, Giving thanks, etc. ... translated into the kingdom of the Son of his love. We are taught what is suitable. Who can teach what is suitable to the Father save the Son? The Son of the Fathers love becomes the Teacher of the saints. Proverbs is the teaching of the son of the fathers love. He knew his father from his infancy; he was qualified for the position over all the sons. God said to David, as it were, He is your son, but I am going to take him to be My son. Proverbs is written to train the saints so that they might know what is becoming to God. In chapter 30 the writer says he had no knowledge; he got it by acknowledging that. 

    In Colossians Paul teaches the saints how to be before God. Proverbs 30 is the secret of the book. The great product of Proverbs is a wise son. The rod of correction would come in in the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him, Proverbs 22:15. 

    The tenor of his way (Proverbs 22:6), refers to the true light which already shines. The child begins in that light, and being trained up in it, will not depart from it in later years. You reckon on the work of God. That is the light which should govern us in baptism. It is the entry, the entry is according to faith, you have God. Moses mother brought him in in connection with light. He was hid three months of his parents. He got his start there. He was forty years in Pharaohs house. No doubt he rode on horses of Egypt like others, but the rod of discipline, forty years in the wilderness, put human pride far from him. I refer to all that because it shows how young Christians are to be brought up. The son speaks to us in Proverbs, he insists on what is good for us all the way through. Solomon is the most extraordinary babe in Scripture outside of the Lord. The house of the believer is contributory to the house of God. Solomon is the great contribution of David. God says: I will take him to be My son. He says this even in a house where disaster had come. The greatest thing for children is an example. Abraham means father of a great multitude. He was a true father. He conveys the parental thought. The parental thought is one of the greatest truths in Scripture. Riches are the inheritance of fathers Proverbs 19:14  the thought is that you pass on something, you do not leave your children in poverty spiritually. 

    The Proverbs has sons in view. Am I a wise son? That is what you have before you for yourself and for your children. All your ministry has in view to make sons to make the heart of God glad: A wise son maketh a glad father. Proverbs 10:1, Proverbs 15:20. That is what Colossians is aiming at. As we come on in Colossians we see the aim is to bring us into correspondence with Christ  the circumcision of Christ, His baptism and quickened with Him. Solomon knew, I suppose, in a thousand ways what pleasure he was to David and Bathsheba. Jehovah had signified His own pleasure in him, so he could speak with authority. It is a voice to all Christians as wise sons to be like him. Colossians is to bring us, Gentiles, into correspondence with Him as a company on earth. Ephesians is the full thought of God; we are set together in Christ in heaven. 

    In Colossians it is the energy and freshness of life. What an immense thing for God to have these circles throughout the Gentile world! Paul carried on a sacrificial service that the offering up of the nations might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Colossians 2 corresponds with Genesis 18; Abraham knows what to do. God says, as it were, I want to have a festive scene, and I want to have it with Abraham! He brought His company with Him. You have to be in power before God, that is the setting of this passage; Genesis 17. Then you have the covenant of circumcision  a permanent testimony that there is no power for that in the flesh. There should be nothing between the Head and the saints. There is plenty of resource as you draw upon Christ. In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Bodily means brought within our range. The Lord said, Have ye anything here to eat? Luke 24:41. What have you got as your own, produced by the Spirit; that is what the Lord looks for. He came to Abraham, it was to bring out what was there. The Lord would not take us by surprise, love looks for Him, expects Him. He would not come to put us at any disadvantage. He knows sons, knows what they have got. They have learned to draw upon His resources. Bodily refers to what is available. They gave him part of a broiled fish; that was what was available for the Lord, and of a honeycomb. The honeycomb would set forth mutual affection among the saints, which the Lord delights in. 

    Colossians 2:10: filled full in him. It is an abstract statement. It is there potentially but has to be worked out. The wise son is a Colossian. That is what the epistle is aiming at. The fish (Luke 24:42) refers to what faith brings in, the resources of God. The honeycomb is what each one contributes. 

    these things that Abraham provides doubtless have a meaning severally. A morsel of bread, three measures of wheaten flour and a calf  all features of Christ. The wheaten flour is His humanity. The calf would refer to His having come to die, He has died. The milk, the food which the Lord Himself partook of as we know; it is constitutional. He partook of His wine and His milk; Song of Songs 5:1. God looks for freshness  a calf tender and good, all fresh. Jehovah was thus entertained by one who had the light of His power, and who was to walk before His face. As to his circumstances, Abraham was governed by the light vouchsafed to him. 

    We can only take up the Old Testament as illustrative. We get freshness in Colossians; the new man suggests this. The little maid in Jairus house as raised, corresponds, she was youthful. She is raised from the dead and everyone is put out except the father and mother and Peter, James, and John and the raised child  seven in all. The scene suggests the freshness of life which is to be sustained. He ... commanded that something should be given her to eat. Luke 8:55. That life is to be sustained. That is aimed at in Colossians; God is looking for freshness and vigour among the saints. 

  
    LIGHT (JT 23)

    Acts 26:15 - 20; Romans 13:12; Colossians 1:12; Ephesians 5:8,9; Philippians 2:14 - 16

    These passages, as you will observe, treat of light. The apostle Paul says much about light, and I wish to draw attention particularly to the qualities of the light of which he speaks. John speaks much of light also, connecting it with the Person of Christ  Son of God  the Word become flesh and dwelling amongst men, but Paul speaks of it rather in connection with the place whence it came; so that we have in the first passage read his full estimate of the light that shone round him and those who were journeying with him, as he drew near to the city of Damascus whither he was going. The Holy Spirit tells us in chapter 9:3 that it was a light from heaven, while the apostle himself, speaking to the Jews later (chapter 22:6), says it was a great light from heaven, but in speaking to king Agrippa and those with him on the occasion of which we have a record in this chapter, his heart seems moved, and it expresses itself with emphasis in the form of an exclamation. Wherever you have this in scriptural writers, you have movement of heart indicated. Exclamations mean that one is peculiarly touched by the matter in hand, so that we have here, At midday, O king, and again, Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision. His heart was in it, hence he says it was a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me. It exceeded all known light in brightness. 

    Now, I make these remarks, because I intend them to be the basis of all I have to say at this time. The light that shone round about Paul and his fellow-travellers was intended to convey to him, and to us, 

    the character of the light that has come to us from Christ in heaven. It exceeds all other light, and it is what may be called our light. Indeed, the quotation in Ephesians 5:14 refers undoubtedly to that remarkable chapter in Isaiah which speaks about Israels light. The apostle speaks of what is written, Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee. In Old Testament language it is, Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee (Isaiah 60:1). That word will be spoken to Israel in a coming day; she will be called upon to arise and shine for her light has come  note, her light  thy light is come. 

    The truth written to the Ephesians corresponds, as developed in the saints, to this great light of which Paul speaks to Agrippa. Ephesians is, as developed by the Spirit in us, a light above the brightness of the sun. The heavenly city will not need the light of the sun or of the moon. God and the Lamb will be there, and they shall be the light thereof. In the interior of that city there will be immediate contact with the Father and the Son, so that the light will exceed all known light. The epistle to the Ephesians, as rightly understood by us, involves that we are already in that light that exceeds all known light  a light which he mentions shone at midday, meaning that the sun was in its zenith, shining down in its eastern power and brilliancy upon him. Yet the light which shone out of heaven was brighter than that, so that the light that shines, works out in the epistle to the Ephesians as a light for our souls. 

    I want to show further that when the apostle says, When we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, we are reminded that we cannot stand upon our feet as natural men and women in the presence of this light. No one then living, perhaps, had more light according to man than Saul had, having had every possible educational advantage; advantages, too, from training and from an honourable ancestry. No one in his day, perhaps, possessed more that would qualify to stand upon his own ground, but as the light shone from heaven he says, We were all fallen to the ground, as if it were what is becoming. It was becoming that he and those with him should fall to the ground in the presence of that light. It is thus, indeed, that we begin to take on the light; but it appears and shines round about those who do not fall to the ground, but who stand up and seek to maintain themselves in the presence of it. John speaks of this, And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not (John 1:5). 

    If I am unmoved in the presence of that light, I expose myself as dark, as it says, Ye were sometimes darkness; it is not only that men are dark in their minds, but they are darkness. Every man that refuses to bow to this light is simply darkness. We are either radiating this light, or we are darkness; and standing up in the presence of it, whatever we may be, we are simply darkness. So that the first radiation of that light is in our humbling ourselves as in the presence of it. The Spirit of God makes a point of this, for it lies at the beginning of true progress to Ephesians. We begin by falling down in the presence of the light; all the fancied light I may have had disappears; it is darkness. The more active a man is in his mind apart from the Spirit of God, the more darkening he is. He is not only dark, but darkening. And so Paul says, When we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul. He is now recognised. Heaven takes note of Saul as he takes this attitude. 

    And then he gets his commission; not indeed yet, save in the principle of it, for he had to go through those five years of levitical training, as we all have to, ere he is commissioned formally and sent out in the service. But he says, Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision. This is an entirely new thing  a man obedient to the heavenly vision. It is not simply a command, it is a vision  a vision in the light, beloved. What a scene it was! All fallen! What a spectacle for heaven! Hence a voice in the Hebrew tongue  his own mother tongue, as we may say  addressing him by his own name, Saul. Saul. 

    Where you find the name repeated twice, heaven is signifying its intense interest in the person, such as Abraham, Abraham, when he offered up Isaac; Jacob, Jacob, when he sacrificed to the God of his father Isaac; Moses, Moses, when he turned to see the burning bush and so Samuel, Samuel; and Saul, Saul. Heaven is intensely interested in this man. He is moving with the light, and as he moves with the light, he receives verbal communications, for the shining of the light is one thing, and verbal communications are another; and these communications had in view that he should be a vessel  an elect vessel  to bring others into this great light. And that is what the Holy Spirit is aiming at, to bring us into accord with that light. It takes us outside the range of ordinary religious light in this world. It is above and beyond it; its brilliancy eclipses it. It is scarcely a candle in the presence of the noonday sun, as compared with Ephesians, and all Ephesian light, let me say to the youngest here, is your light. Will you claim your heritage? It is our light. 

    But then we have to begin on the ground, as I said. And so Romans corresponds with that, and hence the apostle ere closing the epistle calls upon the Roman Christian to take up the armour of light. Armour would be well understood in that great military centre. Satan dwelt there; it was the home of darkness, as it is today, and the people of God in the metropolis of the world in that day needed armour. It refers particularly to young believers. Armour is for defence. The young believer is not called upon to attack; he is called upon in this epistle to confess the Lord Jesus Christ. In confessing Him you put on the Lord Jesus Christ; as he says, But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh (chapter 13:14). Young beginners are extremely apt to compromise, that is, to make some provision for the flesh, but the apostle says, Make not provision for the flesh, Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Romans is the word of righteousness, and one skilled in it has his senses exercised to discern between good and evil  a most important point for young believers; but we must all begin on the ground. Romans disposes summarily of all our pretensions and it does so with authority, for it is the word of righteousness. Therein is the righteousness of God revealed (Romans 1:17). It is a question of what is right in the sight of God, and it summarily, and with authority, disposes of all human pretension as a matter of right. There is nothing arbitrary about it; it is right. It is the word of righteousness, and young believers as guided by it readily see what is right and what is wrong, and they refuse what is wrong and choose what is right. 

    These are things that are practical, and in the carrying of them out you put on the armour of light. It is not yet a question of spiritual stature it is more attitude of mind, for God makes allowance for the babe, for the young man, and for the father; He discriminates; so in Romans it is a question of the attitude of your mind. Darkness encircles you in this world. The epistle contemplates you in that scene. It comes to you at every moment, and the attitude of your mind is to be your choosing what is right and refusing what is wrong, because you have light and you are protected, for the armour is impenetrable  darkness has no power against it. You learn what is right and what is wrong, and you choose what is right; you have your armour on, and hence it says, Let us put on the armour of light. The night is far spent, the day is at hand; that is an encouragement. We are to cast off the works of darkness, but to put on in the darkness, in the night, the armour of light. 

    Now, when we come to Colossians, what we find is not the armour of light, but a transfer from the authority of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. I do not need the armour of light there, and so he says, Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. You are now brought into the circle and there you partake of the inheritance in light. Think of the brilliancy of the light that shines in the circle where Christ is supreme, the Son of the Fathers love, where there is no part dark in any one, but where all are made meet for the partaking of the inheritance of the saints in light! The apostle Paul in mentioning the appearings of Christ after He rose again says, He appeared to above five hundred brethren at once. What a scene of light! What brilliancy! How wonderful to be made meet for that! And who does it? The Father! The Father operates in connection with the gospel, so as to make us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. 

    In that circle I am brought into touch with heaven. Colossians develops a circle of light, a circle on earth in entire correspondence with Christ in heaven; so that Christ is everything. I connect it in my own mind with that scene where He appeared to over five hundred brethren at once. A wonderful scene! 

    They were all in correspondence with Christ. If there had been one person like Simon Magus whose heart was in the bond of iniquity, how soon it would have been discerned. The power of that light would have forced him out. They were brethren, and brethren, as so mentioned, are according to Christ. They were made fit for sharing the inheritance of the saints in light, and the greatest part of the inheritance is that Christ appears and manifests Himself in the circle of His own. Wonderful thing! That is Colossians. 

    Now Ephesians is an advance on Colossians. The apostle says, Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord. We are now in the Lord. We apprehend Him where He is in heaven; for if you will recall in the book of Acts, the ministry of the apostle Paul at Ephesus was marked by the word of the Lord (see chapter 19). It was a question of bringing in the Lord, not simply for their subjugation, as in Romans, where it is our Lord Jesus Christ, but for the bringing down of strongholds, and of every high thing that opposes and exalts itself against the knowledge of God. That is the point of Ephesians; the saints are viewed as light in the Lord  light radiated in the saints viewed as in Ephesians  according to their position in heaven. 

    The Lord says, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven (Luke 10:18). Think of the rapidity of the fall! It refers to the power that was there to eject him, and to deal effectually with the universal lords of the darkness of this world. As apprehending the Lord in heaven I am light, I reflect that light, I see that this world is to come down, that there is power in heaven to bring it down, and that there is nothing in it able to bring me down as I have light in the Lord. Light in the Lord! What a wonderful position! He who upholds the universe is behind me. You are in Him. The article is not there in the original. It is light in Lord. As Lord, He is the embodiment of all authority and deals effectively with the power of darkness. People may think little of Christians, but we are light in the Lord, if we apprehend Ephesians. If we have this light in our souls, we look with scorn at the world and its boasted powers, knowing that in Christ there is power vested to bring it all down. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be (Matthew 24:27). What can man do with lightning? The coming of the Son of man is in that form and the believer understands it; he is light in the Lord. 

    Now, in Ephesians you get the aggressive feature; so that we have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. but rather reprove them. It is no small matter to undertake to reprove the darkness of this world. No one can safely undertake it save the Ephesian Christian, for you must first understand the power that is for you. You may mistake the power that is against you, unless you understand the power that is for you, and you may meet with defeat. There are very few who can rebuke this world, nevertheless there is the testimony; rather, he says, reprove them. But then there is the fruit of the light which is in all goodness and righteousness and truth. Whilst we are aggressive and resent the darkness, knowing there is power to deal with it, we are marked by the fruits of the light, that is, we bring in goodness and righteousness and truth. 

    Now you will have observed that the apostle is so concerned about light in Ephesus that he says more about it in this epistle than in any of the other epistles. It is because he is dealing with the great light. He wants all to be in it. It is the first light that came into his own soul, so he says, Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee (Ephesians 5:14). If there be one here turning his back upon God, and upon Christ, and the saints, this is a word for you. The Christ shall shine upon thee. The greatest light in the whole universe of God shines upon you. It is all for you; it is your inheritance; you awake into it. Such is Ephesians; we have often sung: And heavenly light makes all things bright, Seen in that blissful gaze. (hymn). 

    Now Philippians has a peculiar charm, not that it exceeds Ephesians. It is addressed to the saints in Christ Jesus with the bishops and deacons. The apostle, doubtless, had in his heart his first experience amongst them, and so he speaks of them as children of God, blameless and harmless, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom ye shine as lights. He would doubtless remember that his great convert, the jailor, as he was smitten and convicted called for lights  having asked for lights, we read (Acts 16:29). I have no doubt that he received the light of the truth in Romans; in due course he was baptised and was moved to show kindness to the apostle; and then he speedily came to the Colossian truth of the Christian circle  the Father having made him meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light, and I have no doubt he came on also into the Ephesian feature of the light. He had called for lights and he got them. He moved in the light, he moved immediately in the light. He spoke respectfully to his prisoners, calling them sirs, he washed their stripes and set meat before them in his house. 

    The Philippian company is marked by household light, the light of God reflected in the houses of the saints, and so Paul on leaving went to the house of Lydia. What light would shine in that house! for she had had her heart opened to the things spoken by Paul. All this, well known to the apostle, would be in his heart when he spoke of them as blameless and harmless children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world. The word shine is indeed appear, among whom ye appear, and thus is an advance on anything we have had. You will recall the word appear in connection with Christs star that shone for the wise men of the east. Herod would know when it was appearing. It was His star  we have seen his star (Matthew 2:2)  and it became a guide to those men from the east. They were wise; not disobedient to the heavenly vision. They moved with heavenly light  with the star. It was His star and Herod would know when it was appearing. May I ask you as to whether we are appearing? 

    One can appear now without shame; one is blameless and harmless  a child of God. One can appear before men in heavenly dress as one of Gods children, appearing as a light. I call attention to that word, although shine is a good word. I have no doubt the word appear may be astronomical; it refers to one coming out as a light in the world, not to give out that he is some great one like Simon Magus, but to appear and shine as a blameless and harmless child of God, holding forth the word of life. It is a question of children of God here. In Ephesians we are children of light, in Thessalonians sons of light, as also in Johns gospel, but in Philippians it is children of God. And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever (Daniel 12:3). We are to appear in this dark world as the stars reflecting Christ, and so he says, holding forth the word of life, and I am sure that that is what the Lord would have us do  appearing as lights, and holding forth the word of life. 

  
    INDIANAPOLIS DECEMBER 1925, READING (2) (JT 23)

    Colossians 1

    AFMWould you give the connecting link between the epistle to the Romans and that to the Colossians? 

    JTIt lies in the Spirit. As we had it already, the Holy Spirit comes in administratively, that is, under the Lord, and sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts. That becomes a basis for formation. Souls usually never get on to the line of Gods purpose save as they understand spiritual formation, and that involves inward conflict. 

    GATWhat do you mean by inward conflict? 

    JTWhat we had this morning. Satan operates in the flesh, and as we understand the provision made, as typified in Exodus 17, we shall overcome by the Spirit, and in the process formation begins to take place, so that there is the acquirement of territory. We have to dismiss material thoughts (geographical territory) from our minds, but we have to understand the acquirement of territory  not exactly final, not Canaan, but nevertheless territory in which we can dwell, which implies that we love God. 

    AFMWas there not more territory acquired than what we were looking at this morning? 

    JTYes, a very large extent of territory, which the book of Judges in a very forcible way outlines as having been in possession of Israel for hundreds of years (Judges 11:12,13). The enemy was disputing it and seeking to recover it, but Jephthah outlines it as acquired by Israel and in their possession. 

    EHTIs there a distinction between formation and possession of divine territory? 

    JTFormation really involves that we have taken possession of certain territory in which we may dwell, and I think that the verses read this morning (Romans 8:1 - 17) indicate that territory, that is, we cry Abba, Father, by the Spirit. We are in conscious relationship with God as our Father. 

    QuesIs this territory past the wilderness? 

    JTNo, it is at the confines of the land, but in the wilderness, because Romans does not take us out of the wilderness, but it is controlled from the land and never surrendered. Canaan is the final thought (inheritance), but this is territory which is of great importance to control. Young people come into it, so that in the early part of Numbers 21 they destroyed certain cities, but in the latter part they take possession of them and dwell in them, so they have a footing. They have a dwelling place, and then the Holy Spirit, having brought us to that point, where we have a dwelling-place spiritually, gives us in the three succeeding chapters (Numbers 22, Numbers 23 and Numbers 24) a divine view of the saints as possessing the Spirit and as possessing this dwelling-place. First, they are seen as dwelling alone, which is an important thing for young believers. They are to dwell alone; they are not to be numbered among the nations (Numbers 23:9). That is a point that comes in here, and then the shout of a king is amongst them (Numbers 23:21). There is power there. Their king is higher than Agag (Numbers 24:7), meaning that there is power subjectively greater than the power of Satan in the flesh. These are all spiritual thoughts that enter into the experience of the believer at this juncture, so that he becomes consciously superior to what is around him. He is separate and the shout of a king is there, and, mark, it is not Gods king here. Everything is from the standpoint of the people, because they have begun to exercise power, having become conscious of it; and this power gradually develops into what is superior and higher than the power of the flesh  Agag. And then the Star and the Sceptre in the last prophecy of Balaam (Numbers 24:17) stretches on to the millennial day. All that, I think, in these three chapters of Numbers, is of great moment as setting us up in conscious power, which I think corresponds with the second part of Romans 8. There is conscious victory not only from the standpoint of what God has done, but what we are conscious of in ourselves, and the epistle to the Colossians is based, I think, on that. It is based on the work of God in the saints. What Paul writes has reference to his knowledge of their love to all the saints, and their faith and their love in the Spirit, and that the gospel was fruitful in them. The gospel had borne fruit in them. 

    AFMAccording to Romans 8, we are in the enjoyment of the love of God, and now this is an advance  the Colossians loved all the saints. Is that the point? 

    JTYes, they loved all saints, not merely those local to Colosse. They were not marked by localism. Many of our meetings are marked by extreme localism, which is not in keeping with the work of God, because the work of God is one whole and has relation to all. The apostle notes that they had love, not only for saints, but all saints, and furthermore, the love was in the Spirit. The only mention of the Spirit is with reference to the love they had  it was that kind of love. 

    WMI suppose the Spirit loves to hide Himself behind His work. 

    JTTherefore it is the work of God we have before us in the saints. 

    AFMDoes that connect with the land somewhat  the thought of loving all the saints? 

    JTIt leads up to it. It is a matter of great moment that we should be delivered from localism. One who loves all the saints is not more concerned about his own district than about other districts, because all are under the eye of the Lord, and this epistle is to lead up to that  to what is universal. 

    WMHe has not the same responsibility toward others, but he has love for them all. 

    JTYes, and he is concerned about them all. The nearer we get to the Lord the more we will love like the apostle. He was concerned about all the assemblies. 

    EHTBut you would be concerned about your local assembly first? 

    JTYou are, but as you advance in spiritual power and restrict yourself to a locality, you are apt to dominate it, whereas the whole assembly is the outlet for increased spiritual power. You gradually leave the local things with others, because it is the mind of the Lord that as we increase in spiritual power our responsibility should increase, and we should take on the whole assembly. This epistle is not so extensive as Ephesians. The spirit of Ephesians is universal; it is not a question of what is local. Colossians is local, but it is not local like Corinthians. The letter to Colosse was to be read at Laodicea, and the letter to Laodicea was to be read at Colosse (Colossians 4:16), meaning, I judge, that it had a bearing toward the district. 

    AFMWe qualify in our own locality first, but with the idea of spreading out to the whole assembly. 

    JTI think that is the way the truth works with us. 

    EHTThe evidence would come out in the prayer meeting. 

    JTYes, and it comes out in the distribution of material means too. Where the saints were first called Christians (Antioch, Acts 11:26), there was a universal thought  they began to distribute for the need of the brethren elsewhere. The need at Jerusalem was brought to their attention. Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul (Acts 11:30). 

    GATI agree that what you say is perfectly right, but somehow I feel better over the prosperity of Chicago than I might over other places. 

    JTThat is right, but if a man confines himself to a locality, as he increases in spiritual power, he is almost sure to exercise undue influence  an influence which should be exercised in a wider sphere. 

    AMHIt is almost impossible to avoid that unless there is the embracing of what is wider. Would not love in the Spirit wipe away all sorts of distinctions, natural and social, for instance? There is a good deal of the social tie and appreciation of one another naturally, as well as of what is spiritual, but love in the Spirit would take us out of what is national as well as what is natural. 

    EASAt the Lords supper we have the loaf, and yet how often we prove at the prayer meeting that we are very local. It is not a piece of bread  it is a loaf. 

    JTAnd it specifically says The bread which we break (1 Corinthians 10:16), meaning all the saints  one loaf. We being many are one bread, and one body (1 Corinthians 10:17). It does not say the bread which ye break. That would be local, but The bread which we break, ... we being many. 

    QuesDoes not your own local meeting come first? 

    JTNo doubt you begin there. I was speaking particularly of the work of God in a man. Love to all the saints will lead to care for them all, and, as our brother remarked, we have the breaking of bread, which involves all the saints, that is, the whole assembly. The meeting for prayer should correspond with that  all should be embraced, and so also should the distribution of any means that we have. Anything that we have should be held in that way. 

    HDIf we are formed by the Spirit of God in divine love, our hearts would take in what divine love has taken in. 

    EGMcAHow would this undue influence be prevented by one who is making spiritual progress? 

    JTHis increased energy would find scope and therefore he goes farther afield. 

    EHTDoes not the Lord open up the way for the person who reaches that point, so that the influence he has accrued flows out? 

    JTQuite. Epaphras is an example of that enlargement. He carried the Colossians in his heart, but he was with the apostle Paul and laboured with him. He was a Colossian, but a bondman of Christ. Onesimus was also a Colossian  a faithful and beloved brother. 

    GWH-nHaving heard of their faith and love, Paul now proceeds to pray for them, that they might be qualified for the position in which they were set. 

    JTYes, that they should be, as he says, Filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, and then Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness. This is all with a view to the saints taking on what is distinctly heavenly. 

    ALDoes it work up to Christ? 

    JTI think that is what he had on his mind. One great feature of Colossians is to bring us into correspondence with Christ. 

    ALIn regard to formation, would you allow one to use the illustration of the lilies  how they grow? We should not be like little boys who are growing plants and who pull them up to look at them. In Colossians, one judges, the object is Christ in you and Christ everything; one has been struck with that scripture of the Lords, Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these (Luke 12:27). I have connected that thought with the growth and formation in Colossians. 

    JSYou would put the subject of prayer alongside of that, and you might speak of meditation or rumination. The apostle turns to prayer relative to his ministry. 

    ALI was a little hindered in regard to what was really meant by formation until I saw that it is Christ that is to be everything, and if Christ is not everything I do not see how the lily would grow. 

    JTThe word formation is a good one; it is distinct from creation. Creation is making something out of nothing, but formation is according to a model, I think. We have the two words in the beginning of Genesis. Creation is God acting of Himself to bring in something, but formation has reference to what is there, to what exists. 

    ALThe worlds were framed by the word of God (Hebrews 11:3). 

    JTWell, that is framed, but the man was said to be formed. He was formed out of the clay, but the clay was there  the material was there. Of course, he was created too, because the word created is used more in regard to man than it is in regard to anything else, but the word formed is also used and I think that it has reference to a model. 

    GATWould the model be Let us make man in our image (Genesis 1:26)? 

    JTYes, God had Christ in His mind. Now His thought is to bring us into correspondence with Christ. 

    AFMSpeaking of Genesis again, would the thought of likeness and image come in in this epistle, as in the opening of Genesis 5? 

    JTI think so. The idea of image now must depend on likeness  on our being formed like Christ. 

    RSSYou get that in Romans 8:29. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the first born among many brethren. Is that the thought of formation? 

    JTI think so. There is a model. There is that in the mind of God which He would bring us to, and so here the Lord is said to be The image of the invisible God. You have God perfectly represented. 

    AFMBe ye transformed by the renewing of your mind (Romans 12:2). Would that fit in here? 

    JTIt precedes this really, but, of course, leads up to it. 

    WMWe are not in the wilderness here. 

    JTNo, we are over Jordan. 

    WMWe are risen with Christ. 

    GWH-nWhere do you bring in likeness here? 

    JTI think it would come in in chapter 3. These remarks are preliminary, showing what existed at Colosse and what existed in the mind of the apostle for them  his own exercises for them. It is to be observed that they were not, as far as the evidence goes, an apostolic church. They were not formed by his ministry, that is, directly. They were, I suppose, formed by it indirectly, but he had not been there apparently. He is going on a report that he had heard of them and so he has his own exercises about them, and he gives expression to these exercises in his prayer Giving thanks unto the Father ... Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 

    EHTWould you say that up to this point there has been a work in them to a certain extent, and now they were ready for something else? 

    JTYes; and there must have been present in his thoughts the danger that exists at this point, because we are very apt to settle down in a certain state reached, but he wished them to go further; so, having arrived at the thought of the Father, who had made them meet to be partakers of the inheritance and who had translated them into the kingdom of His dear Son, he speaks of the Son; he presents the Person in all His greatness to us, so that we might have before us an object great enough to command us in mind and heart and draw us over to Himself. 

    AMHAll this would suppose a certain capacity, which has now been reached; the Colossians were capable of apprehending what he was going to unfold. Do you not think that in Romans there is more the making room for growth? The apostle supposes that the Spirit has place with us and we have now sufficient capacity to apprehend Christ. I think that growth in its proper sense begins there  where we can begin to take hold of positive elements. One thought that is pressed very much is that of endurance, and the bringing in of the Person before their hearts would be really an incentive to them to move forward. Would you agree with that? 

    JTYes, indeed, so you have the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. We might introduce the book of Proverbs here  for the education of believers (young believers particularly), it is a book of immense importance. The kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love is undoubtedly a reference to Solomon, who was nurtured in the affections of his father and his mother. We are nourished in an authoritative way and yet in an affectionate way, which brings about a condition that is befitting to all these great things that God intends to bring us into. 

    AMHSo that we should appreciate the name that Jehovah gave Solomon. I suppose under David we perhaps find it a little irksome, but here all is fully appreciated and we see how beneficial it is; the king is the One who is loved of the Father. We delight in His kingdom. 

    JTWhat a kingdom it is! 

    EHTWould you say it is brought into view by conflict, where divine affections for one another are? 

    JTWhat is before us now is the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, that is to say, we are under a rule that is most benign. It is a rule of affection; but, nevertheless, there is authority. There is little or nothing about war in Solomons kingdom, but nevertheless the kingdom was there and all under him would enjoy the blessings of his kingdom, but they would never lose sight of the fact that Solomon was king. 

    WMIt is significant, too, that Solomon had great largeness of heart and spiritual wisdom and understanding, and those are the things spoken of here that the apostle desires for these saints in connection with the kingdom. 

    AFMI think that what follows would be an incentive to be under this blessed rule of the Son of the Fathers love  the opening out of the greatness of His Person. It is prefaced by verse 14: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. Such an One died for us. 

    JTThere is every incentive to recognise Him in whom we have these things. You can understand how every true Israelite would regard Solomon. What wealth Solomon had brought into the kingdom! Every one in the kingdom would benefit from that. It was a wonderful kingdom. 

    ALWe get the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God, but the form here is the kingdom of the Son of His love. 

    JTI think it comes in here thus because subjection is already effected. David had brought about subjection; he was a king against whom there was no rising up. That is the idea of the kingdom as in David, so in the genealogy in Matthew, as the Spirit arrives at David, it is David the king (Matthew 1:6); the point in the kingdom is subjection, but here it is the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. We are under His influence now, and things are brought in immediately which should form an immense incentive to us to love Him. We have redemption and the forgiveness of sins, and then he goes on to speak about the wonderful things that attach to Him. He is the Image of the invisible God, the Head of all principality and power, and Head of the body; that is to say, every dignity belongs to Christ. 

    EHTWould it be right to say that here it is a question of what Christ is to God, not so much what He is to us? 

    JTIt is what He is Himself. The apostle is bringing forward the Person now and the things that attach to Him. 

    AMHI suppose we are really coming to headship. The Lord is Head to us and we delight to be guided by His affections, His love. Nevertheless there are the elements you were speaking of. It is still a kingdom, and authority is still to be recognised there. 

    JTIt becomes, so to speak, easy for the soul to come in for headship when you see the wonderful things that attach to the Lord. 

    GATI like what you said about loving Him. It takes me on farther in my thoughts. 

    JTYes, it is the greatness of the Person here. When it is a question of going into Canaan, God would bring in every possible incentive so that we might go in by attraction, because that is really how we go in  we follow the ark. 

    HDPartakers of the inheritance of the saints in light  is that linked up with Romans 8:17, Heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ? 

    JTYes, only here you are made fit; the emphasis here is on your being made meet for that in light. 

    QuesIs not the word translated here unusual? 

    JTAt this point you see the importance of being delivered from the authority of darkness. Many are held by darkness, it having authority in their consciences. Things that are antiquated and that have a great reputation among men have weight on the consciences of saints and they are held by them. Now, the Father delivers from all that, so that we can see how the thought is to set us free so that we might be entirely under the influence of the Son of His love. 

    EHTThe dignity and greatness of the Person attracts us and leads us on. 

    JTThere are two sides to the kingdom  that connected with the Lord, which has a bearing on the conscience, and that connected with the Son, which has a bearing on the affections. Colossians has reference to the affections  the Son of the Fathers love. As we remarked about Solomon, David brought in subjugation, but Solomon held sway by his influence, and so his teaching is addressed to us as in known relationship. He addresses us as sons in the book of Proverbs, so that in this teaching we become accustomed to family relationships and the things that belong to these relationships. Wisdom is entwined in all the instruction that you get and so we gradually come to take our places in that in which is to be displayed the all-various wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10). That is what we are being led up to here. 

    QuesWhy is it that we do not have much of the Spirit at this point? 

    JTBecause it is His work that is in view. It is a question now of the work of God in you, having brought you to a point where the Person of Christ can be taken account of and where you are prepared to come under His influence and teaching. 

    AMHHe supposes here that the teaching has become pleasant to us. It has entered into the heart and we are attracted by it. I think that what was said about the Proverbs is extremely attractive. He addresses us as sons with all the affection that a father would. 

    AFMDoes the book of Proverbs bring about a son, is that the idea? 

    JTIt assumes that you are a son, I think, and teaches you on that line. Therefore it is family instruction. 

    ALWould you not say it brings about a wise son? A wise son maketh a glad father (Proverbs 15:20). The wise son has, to use a human expression, taken colour from his father. 

    JTI think that we have in the gospel of Matthew the paternal side emphasised, and in the gospel of Luke we have the maternal side emphasised; and I think that Mark fits in as a sort of product of the two gospels. You have a Son in Mark  no genealogy of Christ, no royal line nor human line. In Matthew we have the royal line and in Luke the human line, but in Mark 1:1 it is not either, but The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Jesus Christ, Son of God; not as in John.  In the beginning. Applying it to us, Christ has in Mark a place as Model, as one comes to the age of service; and I think Proverbs, rightly understood, brings about such a man  it brings about in us a state of development and maturity that can be employed in the testimony. 

    AFMThe idea of one being fully in the good of sonship, which I think what you have said beautifully explains. 

    JTYes, no one really is efficient in the testimony unless he understands, I think, that the bearing of Mark in that sense is the instruction of one brought up under the paternal affections and the maternal affections. For I was my fathers son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother (Proverbs 4:3), so that he is qualified to bring forward the Father and the truth that is intended to develop us into sonship and maturity, so that we should be efficient in the testimony. 

    AFMTo be associated with such an One as that. 

    JTThe Lord selected certain ones (twelve) that they might be with Him and that He might send them forth to preach. You can understand that the influence of a greater than Solomon would be exercised over them as they were with Him. 

    WMThe efficiency of the sons comes in in the last chapter of Proverbs. 

    JTIn the virtuous woman? 

    WMWhere the virtuous woman is magnified and the husband gets the credit. 

    JTSo that the great problem of knowledge is by a man who pretends to know nothing, but he raises questions, What is his name, and what is his son s name? (Proverbs 30:4). That is Agur. He felt he knew less than anybody, but he could speak about what God could do. He could gather the wind in His fists and bind the waters in a garment. He knew that and he raises questions as to God  What is his name, and what is his sons name, if thou canst tell? That is the thing, what can you tell about God and about His Son? 

    AMHAt the beginning of this line Agur says, I neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the Holy. He had not the knowledge of putting things together on divine lines, but it is not the thought of a lawless man. He has come to the point in his soul that everything has to be of a different pattern and he wants to put things together on that line. The end of the chapter works it out. 

    GATWould you say, in going out in service, that we go out in the highest character? 

    JTI think what has been noticed in Mark is very important. It is The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. We go out as sons. Do you agree with that? 

    AMHIt is extremely attractive; how the thought of the Son of God holds the soul! It brings the Lord in in an altogether different line, an altogether different kind of Man, different affections, different way of speaking, different outlook. I was thinking of Him here as set above all principality and power  what a world you are introduced to! You immediately feel everything has to be done for another kind of world, not a pattern of things here. 

    GWH-nIs that why Christ is presented here in this light, to attract us and to move us and form us in relation to that world? 

    JTI think so. The greatest things are presented: By him to reconcile all things unto himself. All the fulness was pleased to dwell there. It is not simply His relation to the saints, but to all things; that is, you have the full presentation of Christ to the heart, and that surely is enough to control us. We can take Him to be Head. If He has created this great universe that runs on for thousands of years, surely we can take Him to be Head. 

    RemShould we not try to know the Lord here from a priestly standpoint? We have Him to minister to us, as in Romans, but The image of the invisible God suggests something that God has waited for. Do we want to take character from Him? 

    JTYou see how, having spoken of the divine thought to reconcile all things to Himself, things in heaven and things in earth, he had the state of the saints in Colosse particularly in view, and perhaps all Gentile believers, when he says And you ... hath he reconciled. 

    AMHIt is put stronger here than in 2 Corinthians 5:18. There it is reconciled us. It is not quite so personal as You ... hath He reconciled. It suggests those who can appreciate it. You come to that side of the truth. As was remarked, the Christian position, would you say? 

    JTYes. In Ephesians 2:16 you have reconciliation of both Jew and Gentile in one body, but here the apostle is evidently speaking either to a local company or a certain section of the saints, so that, as you said, it comes home to us  You ... hath he reconciled. 

    AFMIt is already accomplished. What is the thought of bringing it in here? 

    JTI think because it is necessary to the truth in view, the truth in the mind of the Spirit to bring out. The great fact of reconciliation should have its place and the way it occurred  In the body of his flesh through death. Again you have, I think, an incentive to love Him. We are not told how all things are to be reconciled, but we know, of course, that it is through death, but when He is making a local application he brings in The body of his flesh through death. 

    GWH-nTo present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight  marvellous setting of reconciliation, is it not? 

    JTIt is indeed. 

    RemIf it is reconciliation in His body through death, it is something He does. 

    JTOh, yes, it is what is effected in the death of Christ. 

    JB-tIs there not a great lack of desire to learn the things where Christ is, and these things are given so that we might be drawn in a wonderful way in our desires to enter there? 

    JTAll through these statements it seems as if the Spirit of God would bring in incentives to affection. 

    ALAnd Christ is presented, in a sense, in a higher way in this epistle than in Ephesians, is it not so? There is more spoken of His own personal glory. 

    JTYes, in that sense. What you will observe in these two epistles, that is, Colossians and Ephesians, is that God is presented as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the gospels He is not spoken of as His God save on the cross and in the message through Mary, as far as I remember. He addresses God as My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46), but He usually refers  indeed always refers  to the Father, but in the message to Mary it is My Father and your Father, my God and your God (John 20:17). In these two epistles He is taken account of as Man. God is His God and Father, but nevertheless Deity is attributed to Him, particularly in this epistle. When it is a question of incentive to the saints to follow Christ, the Holy Spirit brings in divine attributes so that the Person should control the mind and heart. 

    EHTYou made the remark that following Christ up to this point is formation. 

    JTIt is a question of following Him over Jordan  not in the wilderness, but over Jordan, because you come now to the last great barrier between the soul and the divine territory, and many draw back at it, many do not go over. This epistle is to the end that we should go over. 

    AFMFollow the ark, as you were saying. This section presents the greatness and glory of Christ in every sphere, whether in heaven or on earth, or in death. He is pre-eminent in every respect. Is that the thought? 

    JTThat is the idea, I think. 

    EGMcAIf I do not follow the ark, Christ, I shall not know anything about the administration of this kind of kingdom, shall I? 

    JTNo, but I think the administration of the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love is largely to prepare you for what is beyond, for what is over Jordan; having brought the thing down to our being presented, as it says, Holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight, he comes to an if, so that you can see we are on corrective ground. The epistle is corrective and also preventive. 

    GATWould you give the marks of a Christian who has not gone over after the ark? 

    JTHe is occupied, if he has come up to this point, with his cattle, etc., would you say? 

    AMHI thought that was what detained us. If we go in for what is heavenly, it means giving up what is earthly. The earthly thing is so plausible that we are inclined to settle down after we have arrived at a certain point of deliverance, pious, but not going on to the divine thought. 

    JTSuch believers have acquired certain territory and you have regard for them. 

    WMThree things deter people. They are mentioned by the woman at the well  himself, and his children and his cattle (John 4:12). That is also a description of Job at the beginning: himself, children and cattle, that describes man. That is what detains them on the wilderness side of the Jordan. 

    EGMcAWho mind earthly things (Philippians 3:19), is that it? 

    JTQuite so. 

    ALThe woman at the well of Sychar discovered the right source. We are making no movement in any direction unless this is what we are absorbed by in our affections, and I am not prepared to go into death unless in the divinely prepared way  following the ark, Christ as Head. As the eunuch said, Here is water (Acts 8:36), he would follow the Lord through death. 

    JTThe if here becomes very solemn, because it shows you that God may have wrought with us, yet there is the possibility of not holding the truth in its entirety and in its full bearing. If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven. There is the danger, you see, notwithstanding that we have come to this point, of not holding the thing in its entirety. 

    AMHJonathan would illustrate that. He was moved greatly by David up to a point, but when it is a question of things appearing weak in the kingdom he falls away. Shimei enters into the kingdom of Solomon; his heart is not really there, and the result is he comes under the judicial dealings of Solomon. 

    GWH-nThen there is Barzillai. 

    JTYes, I think he had affection for David, but would not go over. He was too old he thought, and this, of course, has a spiritual significance. 

    WMWas there a moral state at Colosse that gives rise to these statements? 

    JTThere must have been. The exercises of Epaphras (chapter 4:12,13) indicate this. There was a danger of not holding the Head. That is what we will see, I think, in chapter 2. In this chapter we see the great correspondence there was in Paul to the Lord; that is, you have one known amongst the saints, ministering on earth, who corresponded to the Lord, even in regard to sufferings for the assembly. You have Christ brought in in that way in Paul as he goes on to say, Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his bodys sake. You see how they were reconciled in the body of Christ through death, the body of His flesh, and Paul is following on, so that they had the thing brought near. 

    AMHHow do you mean the thing was there? 

    JTWhat marked the Lord and His love for them, Reconciled in the body of his flesh through death. The apostle Paul was following on that line, he rejoiced in sufferings for them. 

    AMHPaul in that way would become an incentive to their love. 

    JTThat is what I thought. 

    WMDo you think this goes as far as the acceptance of reconciliation by the Colossians, or simply the statement that it has been effected? 

    JTIt is more that it has been effected, I think. It is what God had effected so that they might be presented before Him according to His nature. 

    AFMIt has a present purpose in view that they perhaps, and ourselves, have not fully apprehended nor answered to. 

    ALWhere does all this come in in connection with our subject  the present truth in connection with the assembly? 

    JTThis chapter is from the divine side. Christ is presented in His personal greatness and work, and then what marked the great minister of the assembly. The thing is brought near to your view when it is seen in a man actually living amongst us. 

    AMHWhat form would this suffering take  In my flesh for his bodys sake? 

    JTI think the daily sufferings that he endured because of the saints, because of the assembly, Christs body. He had before him the assembly, so that the basis is laid here clearly for the truth which we have before us. Paul is simply bringing out what a place the body had in his affections, and how he suffered for it and for the truth referring to it. 

    RSSThat is, the Lord as here in His flesh and blood condition suffered for the assembly, and now Paul, being in this condition, went through similar suffering, also for the assembly. 

    JTThat is the idea. 

    WMThe body is looked at here in a Gentile aspect, and the persecution was from the Jews. 

    JTThe Acts would show historically what all this meant, but the point is that it is a further incentive for the saints to be interested, that the minister of the assembly is in accord with Christ Himself. He is filling out the sufferings for His bodys sake in his own flesh. 

    RemThe time for these sufferings is past, though. 

    JTNot at all, this is the time for them. Christs sufferings are past, but there is still suffering in the flesh, and every one of us is privileged to have part in these sufferings. 

    AMHThat is the line upon which we would particularly experience suffering  furthering the body of Christ. If I understand it right, the body is something here pleasurable to God. He brings in Christ as Head of the body; all the glories he has spoken of show how great the body is in his mind. 

    JTOne feature of His glory is that He is head of the body, the assembly. 

    RSSWith Paul there was the daily care of all the assemblies. 

    JTThat would show how much the body was to him, how much he endured, but sufferings are painful things, things that would come upon him. The enemy inspired hostility to him, positive bodily sufferings of which the Acts would give us a record to some extent. 

    WMHe says, I bear in my body the stigmata of the Lord Jesus (Galatians 6:17). 

    EGMcAThat rehearsal of his sufferings: shipwreck, thrice beaten, etc. (2 Corinthians 11:23). Is that it? 

    JTAll that would enter into it. 

    JB-tWhy persecutest thou me? (Acts 9:4)  would that be on that line? The apostle Paul had a great sense afterward of the sufferings of the members of the body of Christ. 

    JTOnly it is not suffering as in the body. I think it is for His body. He regards himself as a vessel having the body in view. Suffering comes upon him on account of it. 

    JB-tOne might say that he took up the persecution which was against the body of Christ. 

    JTEvery member of the body of Christ suffers, but his was special; he suffered for it. 

    EHTWould you say that the body was the vessel where the expression of Christ was, and his whole heart was set for that? 

    JTThat is it. And then he goes on to say, Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God, which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery. So he was a minister of it and in that way he comes in for special sufferings. 

    GATIn 2 Corinthians 1:5 he says, The sufferings of Christ abound in us. He connects the saints and himself with that. 

    JTIt abounded in him so that life might abound in the saints. He stood out before them, as it were, and bore the brunt of things. 

    EHTTo bring it down to a present application, if you are set for the care of the body, that is, if your interests are that way, you would suffer, too, in your measure. 

    JTYou would indeed. Of course, the form of persecution is not what it used to be, persecution exists because any one who is set for Him whom Satan is against must suffer. Every one will suffer in the measure in which he has got the body before him. 

    RemI would like that made clear about the sufferings of the apostle Paul. He has been beaten, picked up for dead  where are your sufferings in this way? 

    JTFor instance, if you are standing out specially for the truth, you come in for opposition. Physical sufferings are sometimes much easier to bear than spiritual. 

    EASPresent your bodies a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1). 

    GATIs this different from All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12)? 

    JTIt is the same thing, only that he is there pointing out what the body is to one who shows correspondence with Christ; that is the point. 

    GWH-nHe has great concern about the Colossians; it is not himself here. If ye continue. The danger with them was not to hold the Head and go all the way. 

    JTYou see, in Romans we have the apostle saying that he was willing to be accursed from Christ for his brethren, the Jews (Romans 9:3). I have wished, it says. I do not think it was a constant wish; he had wished, but here it is a constant thing. He had gone to Jerusalem and suffered for his brethren, the Jews. He had them before him, but he is speaking here of what he endured for the Gentiles  For you, it says, for the body, showing that he was in accord with Christ. It would be an additional incentive so that we might be attracted to Christ. 

  
    MINISTRY AS IN THE ASSEMBLY AND IN THE GOSPEL (JT 27)

    Colossians 1:23 - 28; Acts 1:15,16; Acts 2:14; Acts 8:4; Acts 11:19 - 21

    JTI desire to call attention to the well-known fact that there are two ministries, and that Acts 1 points to how ministry is carried on in the assembly, and Acts 2 as to how it is carried on in the testimony of the gospel. Then the other scriptures, to which indeed several might be added, point to the variety of ways in which the service of God is carried on in what may be called an unofficial way and yet blessed of God, that is, in those who were scattered through persecution. I thought that we might have before us this great subject and that we might see that these principles are applicable now. 

    DLHWould you mind opening it up a little more? 

    JTIn Acts 1 we have the general facts governing the assembly as the Holy Spirit came down to it. 

    At the end of Luke it is said that the Lord led the disciples out as far as to Bethany, and that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. This appears to give a provisional position; He led them so far; it is a provisional position that they might be available for testimony in Jerusalem as being near to it, but in this chapter He does not lead them at all; there is nothing said about His leading. What is said relates to what He did during the forty days, ending with certain instructions. First it says, Being assembled with them (Acts 1:4); secondly, they came together and made inquiry from Him and He answered their inquiries, but went further than their questions; and then it says, When he had spoken these things he was taken up, they beholding him, and a cloud received him out of their sight Acts 1:9. Note it is in connection with their coming together to ask (that is, it is not a remnant position, it looks toward the assembly  persons who were desiring to know) that it says, having spoken these things, He was taken from them and a cloud received Him out of their sight. The passage conveys that whilst He was amongst them they were being furnished, and then He is received out of their sight. There is thus the beginning of the faith period; He is not any longer to be seen, He is out of their sight, so that what follows is what they do as in the faith period. 

    Then it will be observed that they returned from the mount of Olives. It does not say He went up from the mount of Olives, for here He went up in relation to their questions, after what He said to them, but it says they returned from the mount of Olives to Jerusalem, and being in the city they went to the upper room. These facts looked towards the assembly. 

    And then we have the composition of the company, and the number of the names, and in the midst of these Peter rises up. It says that he stood up in the midst of the brethren in those days, meaning that it was before the Spirit came, and after the Lord had been taken up. 

    FNAre those days the faith period, or do you mean a longer period extending to the present? 

    JTI think His being received out of their sight covers the whole dispensation. We are in the faith period, and what we do in it indicates how much we have learnt. 

    DLHWould that correspond at all with the position of things in Colossians? You get the thought there of the life being hid with Christ in God. 

    JTI am sure that is right. 

    DLHI suppose Colossians corresponds with the forty days during which the Lord was present with the disciples. 

    JTI believe it does, but the ten days that follow have a peculiar place, emphasising the faith period. I suppose it would have been about ten days previously to Pentecost that He was received out of their sight and they were left alone, and it was in those days that Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren. 

    PLHe refers to it later on in this chapter of the Acts, until the day in which he was taken up from us Acts 1:22. 

    JTJust so. The taking part of the ministry and apostleship by Matthias would come in after that, his education had been during that period  from the baptism of John till the day Christ was received up. I think the responsibility of those whom the Lord left here to be His witnesses begins peculiarly as He was taken up and received out of their sight. The test is what we do in those days. 

    JHIs witness connected only with the service of the glad tidings  the gospel? 

    JTStephen is a witness. Witness is to Him. You will observe He says to them, ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (Acts 1:8); witness is to Him. Have you something more in your mind? 

    JHI wondered if witness was only connected with the former line of things or with both. 

    JTI think witness would stand more connected with the public testimony they would render, but that is not necessarily limited to the gospel, because they were witnesses to Him. In Luke 24 He speaks about witness; He says, Ye are witnesses of these things (Luke 24:48), meaning repentance and remission of sins among all nations; that would be more the gospel. But when He says, Ye shall be my witnesses (Acts 1:8), it would be a fuller thought. 

    DLHDo I understand rightly that your thought is that the ten days that are in question here represent a faith period in which we are now? 

    JTThat is what I thought. He was received out of their sight; so that the present period is definitely called Gods dispensation which is in faith 1 Timothy 1:4. 

    PLIs it a little like the priest disappearing within the old order? It was a question of faith on the part of the people. 

    JTYes. Aaron and his sons, as consecrated, remain in the tabernacle for seven days  that is a complete period, the church period, I suppose; then, in Leviticus 9, Moses and Aaron go in and come out; the going in involves the time of faith, the coming out typifies the time when things will be on the principle of sight. Here (Acts 1) it is the antitype of the king and the priest going in; while He remains in heaven we have the time of the assembly, the time of faith; when He comes out (as Moses and Aaron came out) Israels period will begin; it will be on the principle of sight. 

    PLWould the bell and the pomegranate answer to these two testimonies  that of the gospel and of the assembly, the bell being connected with the gospel? 

    JTYes, I think that is right  the bell the sound of the testimony, and the pomegranate the fruit, seen in the unity of love among the saints. 

    PLSo, as to the gospel, we read of Peter standing up with the eleven and lifting up his voice; would that be the bell? 

    JTYes. In chapter 1 he stands up in the midst of the brethren and speaks; the assembly is the temple of God; men speak there as the oracles of God (1 Peter 4:11). Peter addresses the brethren and he calls attention to Scripture and to the fact that the Holy Spirit had spoken it, and the importance of the fulfilment of it; a most remarkable beginning of ministry in the assembly  to be concerned about the Scriptures being fulfilled. Now that the Lord is received out of their sight (Acts 1:9), they are concerned about the Scriptures, what is written in them, and their fulfilment. We have not only to be exercised that Scripture should support us in what we are doing, but we have to be concerned also about its fulfilment; it was not written for nothing, and it should never be a dead letter; we want, therefore, to see how it is fulfilled. So Peter says in this passage, It was necessary that the scripture should have been fulfilled. The question rarely arises as to whether a scripture has been fulfilled. We get in the gospels the same principle  that certain scriptures must be fulfilled, and then again, that certain scriptures support certain things that are occurring either partially or wholly; but we must be careful in that regard whether a scripture is wholly fulfilled or only partially so. 

    PLIt is an encouragement to see that the greatest sorrow amongst them, the sin of Judas, should be an occasion for the fulfilment of Scripture; I was thinking of sorrow arising from time to time amongst us. 

    JTBrethren, it was necessary that the scripture should have been fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before, by the mouth of David, concerning Judas. This is a very important thing. It is a great sorrow that any one should fall away, but then the scripture must be fulfilled. Then we get that the persons Peter addressed were distinguished persons: The crowd of names is immediately introduced as Peter stands up to speak. You have to take into account the persons to whom you are speaking; they are not ordinary persons. You have in mind, when you are addressing the Lords people, that they are not ordinary people. 

    The crowd of names  the thought which underlies that is the temple. These are the people in whom God has wrought, each having his own distinction, 

    for that is the idea in a name, I suppose. Each one of the hundred and twenty had his own distinction. 

    PLGod is greatly to be feared in the council of the saints Psalm 89:7. Is that the suggestion? 

    JTYes, and I have said, Ye are gods, and all of you are children of the Most High Psalm 82:6. 

    DLHIt is a very great thing to take account of Gods people as such, and as brethren. 

    QuesWould it be like the way in which the apostle speaks in Corinthians, I speak as to intelligent persons 1 Corinthians 10:15? 

    JTThat is the idea, I think. It underlies the thought of the temple; what is said by the Spirit is supported by those who are present. 

    PLWould Peter have the Lords message to Mary in mind  My brethren John 20:17? 

    JTI think he would. The assembly is in view in what is presented in this passage. 

    PLHe is standing up in the midst of them; he is not in the midst of those he addresses in chapter 2 in relation to the gospel. Does in the midst suggest that he is one with them? 

    JTI think so. It would look as if chapter 2 was in the open-air, and it seems to me a good warrant for open-air preaching at all times; for the Spirit says, according to this version that Peter lifted up his voice and spoke forth to them, and he addresses them, Men of Judaea, and all ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, let this be known to you. It is no longer in the midst of any company; he is standing up as commissioned to preach, with eleven men who were also commissioned to preach; it is a different position altogether. 

    PLIt is a wonderful help in ministry to stand up with the brethren in that atmosphere. 

    JTThere the distinction is marked  a hundred and twenty persons each with his own distinction. A very different matter from standing up with eleven of your brethren, and lifting up your voice and addressing the audience as Men of Judaea, and all ye inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

    QuesIs this sequence in which things must be taken up to be effective for the Lord? 

    JTYes; the assembly first. But a further thing to be noted is, that whilst in chapter 2 Peter stood up with the eleven, in chapter 11 you have persons, scattered by persecution, preaching  that is the next thing. There is no question of commission or gift, these are not mentioned; it is persons who are persecuted for the Lords sake preaching. 

    DLHI suppose in a special way the twelve  Peter with the eleven  were witnesses as perhaps no others were. I was thinking of the word in Johns gospel, Ye too bear witness, because ye are with me from the beginning John 15:27. It appears they had a very special position in that way as witnesses which others would hardly have had. 

    JTYes. Then they were not only witnesses, but, in this position, preachers. He appointed, it says, twelve that they might be with him, and that he might send them to preach Mark 3:14. 

    PLCould one liken the conversation and inquiry of the disciples during the forty days that they were with the Lord to the inner shrine of the tabernacle? and then are they more in the holy place where Peter stands up with the brethren, and in the next chapter, does he go to the outer court, as it were? 

    J . T. Yes, I think so. The question comes up as to the ground on which preaching is. The gospels, taken in conjunction with chapter 2 of the Acts, show that the gift is based on commission from Christ, but when it comes to the persons who are designated as commissioned not being available, as at the present time, how is the preaching to go on? I think chapters 8 and 9 help us. The preaching goes on by persons scattered through persecution. 

    There is nothing said about their being called to it or qualified for it, but they did it. 

    FNIs that in any way connected specially with the period of faith? You spoke of the period of faith beginning when the Lord was received out of their sight. 

    JTYes, that has been dwelt on; He was received out of their sight and they returned from the mount of Olives, that is the starting point  it was a sabbath days journey from Jerusalem. 

    FNWe are not to look on this position of faith as a position of weakness. 

    JTNot at all. The two things go together. They go back to the city from the mount of Olives, and then we have the distance; they go to the upper room, that is to say, it is a faith period in which the Spirit is recognised and in which obscurity is accepted  it is elevation in obscurity. The temple would represent the sight period. The disciples had called attention to its greatness, but the Lord said that not a stone in it would be left on another. 

    FNDo you connect persecution with the period of faith? 

    JTYes. But it is well to see the start  beginning with the mount of Olives and the deliberate going to the upper room. They could have said a great deal in a public way, but they did not do so at first; they went to the upper room, and you have Peters address in the midst of the brethren  that is how things stand. 

    FWJAnd does not verse 13 give us assembly material? 

    JTYes. The names would point to the spiritual distinction that each person in the assembly has. It is a poor thing if I am in the assembly without any spiritual distinction. I doubt if anyone is of much value in it if he has not some spiritual distinction. 

    QuesWould preaching the word be the same thing as preaching the gospel? Timothy is exhorted to preach the word. 

    JTI think the word is general; we read of the glad tidings of the word; Acts 8:4. 

    RemIt says of Philip that he preached the Christ. 

    JTYes, and that brings us to the point we wish to reach. Those scattered went and preached, it says, but we have one man specially distinguished, and the Holy Spirit lights on him and goes through with him, so that we may see how in what we may call promiscuous preaching, gift may be developed. The Spirit dwells on one man  Philip  and what he does. He went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them; that is, Philip would convey to his hearers the fact that he is not doing the work, it is the Christ (Acts 8:5), and He is the One who effects everything. He preached the Christ unto them; his hearers would understand that God was doing something, and that He had a Man by whom He was doing it, and to confirm that, you have miracles effected by Philip; it is a question of evidence that God is doing something. The preaching is of no value unless God is doing something, and that He has a Man by whom He can do things. That man is not Philip, it is Christ, and that is the impression you would have got from Philip, if you had heard him preach. 

    QuesWould you connect the power of God definitely with gift? 

    JTQuite. How does Philips gift come out? Not in the way he was taken up, like Peter and John, but in the way he qualified in his work. At the present time there is so much need for service of this kind, but how can we know brethren have gift until they begin to preach? 

    PLSo later he is called the evangelist Acts 21:8. 

    JTYes, the only one who is, showing that a man qualifies for his position by his work in the service of God. So it says that an angel of the Lord spoke to him. If a brother starts out to preach, it will soon become evident whether or not he has gift. If he has not, he cannot expect the saints to lay their hands on him; but if he has, the saints will soon do so. An angel spoke to Philip, not the Holy Spirit; he is not yet as honoured as others are  it is providential. He directs him to go to a district (today it may be through ones business, or something like that) and he finds himself in a position  in a desert  where there is nothing for the flesh. Being in that position, the Holy Spirit owns him  the Spirit said to (Acts 8:29) him. The Holy Spirit does not even come on the saints at Samaria in connection with his preaching, for God deals wisely with His servants, and does not give them too much honour. He was full of the Holy Spirit in serving the saints as a deacon, but this is not said of him as a preacher. 

    PLSo you have the greatest power where it is a case of bringing blessing to one man. 

    JTYes. The Holy Spirit comes in at Samaria through the apostles from Jerusalem. 

    DLHWas there not a special reason for that? Samaria had been in some sense a rival of Jerusalem, and God would not allow that. Jerusalem was the centre from which He was working at that time. 

    JTYes, that is important; but the other, I am sure, is right too. Philip was not governed by any national or local feeling; he went down to Samaria and preached the Christ. The Holy Spirit does not link Himself with the work in connection with Philip till the eunuch comes by, and there is nothing very much in that, for he is, as we say, a coloured man. 

    PLIs this a little like Elishas history at the beginning  laid hold of, but not definitely identified by the Spirit, typically? Elijahs mantle and power came later. You were speaking of a young brother learning to serve and the Lord standing by him. 

    JTIt is well to follow that up, for the need is so great and we can never tell who has ability till they preach. You say, I am not asked to preach, but Philip was not asked to. As far as we know no one had asked him to preach; we can scarcely assume that the Samaritans sent for him. It is a question of what you will do. The Holy Spirit does not connect Himself with Philips preaching till the eunuch comes down; then the Spirit says, Approach and join this chariot Acts 8:29. 

    ASLIf any one starts out in the Lords service, there has to be a definite work of God in his own soul. Philip goes down in his own faith; he is not backed by any society. This wonderful work was going on in Samaria, and he is told to leave it all; he seems to be a model servant in this respect, as in others also, in that he rose and went  he was at the disposal of his Master. 

    JTYes, and it is under the providence of God  by an angel  but as soon as he is down there  at Gaza, which is desert  the Holy Spirit says, Join this chariot (Acts 8:29), and he does his work so well that the eunuch went on his way rejoicing, and Philip is caught away by the Spirit of the Lord, that is, there is an increased recognition of the man by the Spirit. Then he goes down and preaches as far as Caesarea. The point is, he is not owned specially in an official way. What is seen thus in Philip is of great importance at the present time for young men, I believe, for the need is great and the field is wide, and there is no need that anyone should invite you to preach; it is a question of what you are going to do. 

    PLIs not the word to Timothy on this line, Do the work of an evangelist 2 Timothy 4:5? 

    JTYes. 

    QuesWhat had you in mind in referring to a coloured man? 

    JTThe need that is in the world. I do not say we should go out to Africa at all, but only to call attention to the need, and that there should be no discrimination on our part as to those whom we serve; here is a case with Philip. 

    FWJHe would welcome the support of the assembly, would he not? 

    JTYes, Philip would have the fellowship of the brethren; that is taken account of earlier, for Jerusalem, having heard that Samaria had received the word of God, sent to them Peter and John Acts 8:14. If God has brought in a principle, there is no need for it to be repeated; it stands. 

    FSDo you suggest we should not look for the support of the brethren till there is evidence of God supporting us in the work we take up? 

    JTI should not expect the brethren to put their hands on me before that. Saul is converted and he goes into the synagogue and preaches the Son of God; there you have the same idea, but he is not formally called out to work until chapter 13. 

    YY-LDo you think it would be happy today for young men to go out where there is no meeting and, perhaps, hire a room, and seek, under the Lords hand, to preach there, that material might be brought in? 

    JTThat is exactly what I am thinking of. You thank God for the meeting-room, but after all, there are comparatively few of them. 

    YY-LI had in mind the exercise that is abroad today as to more meetings, as to whether God would not bring in souls so that you have a gathering that is indigenous to the soil of the place. 

    JTYes. The meetings are increasing; thank God! but very largely through brethrens children; 

    but you have in this instance new ground broken up, and broken up by persons in an unofficial way; they go and preach the word and the Lord is with them. 

    ASLGods dispensation which is in faith (1 Timothy 1:4); we might say, every bit of it is in faith, and no one can get on with it otherwise than in faith. As to this question of service and qualifying for ministry, there must be the stepping out in faith in dependence on the Lord. 

    DLHThus you will not go out depending on the brethren. 

    ASLNo, but we need to keep the thing balanced; we want to beware of the principle of freelances. 

    JTYes. As I was saying, if God brings in a principle, it enters into all that follows; so what you get in chapters 1 and 2 necessarily enters into chapter 8. Philip would have that in mind. No doubt he would not overlook that Peter stood up with the eleven. 

    FWJWhat do you say about Saul getting his commission in chapter 9? 

    JTIn chapter 9 you will remember he went and preached in the synagogue that Jesus is the Son of God, and that on his own initiative. Then we have nothing more about his service till Cornelius is brought in, and we have chapter 8 linked up with chapter 11, for the Spirit again refers to the fact that those who were scattered preached. (See verse 19.) They went down as far as Antioch, and some of them preached to the Grecians. There is not a word said in any of those cases about their having been sent or their having gift, but God was with them and persons believed through them. Then Barnabas comes down from Jerusalem to co-ordinate the work, and seeing what God is doing, he goes to seek out Saul, discerning that the work needed a special man. 

    FWJDoes an interval come in with Paul in connection with being twelve months at Antioch (Acts 11:26)? 

    JTHe and Barnabas teach the assembly there for a whole year; then there is the prayer and fasting and they are separated by the call of the Spirit to the work to which He had called them. There is the definite call, and the saints are called upon to lay their hands on them now; they are qualified. 

    ASLPaul had qualified in his own individual exercise and faith, had he not? 

    JTCertainly. The principles of chapters 1 and 2 are never lost sight of, but those chapters (8 and 11) show what a wide field there is for brethren to take up the work in the service of the Lord on their own initiative, and faith, in dependence on the Lord, and in due course it will come to light whether they have gift or whether they have not. If they have gift, the saints will lay their hands on them, and I believe they will be supported, financially and otherwise. 

    QuesWhat would answer at the present day to the persecution of these early days? 

    ASLPersecution might take the form of a deep sense in those going out of the desolation and dearth there are all around, so that, like the four lepers (2 Kings 7) they would be compelled to go out. We need not discourage anyone, but there is great need of balance. There must be reality of faith that trusts the Lord directly, and, at the same time, dependence on the brethren. Is not the best qualifying ground often the street-corner? 

    RemYes. Then the one at the street-corner will be pretty well tested, and the Lord will support him. 

    JTYes. The Holy Spirit made full allowance for opportunity being given to the saints to acquire a knowledge of Saul and Barnabas, before He asked them to lay their hands on them; for I think that the Spirit saying, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul (Acts 13:2) means that He had an intimate knowledge of those two men Himself. He, being here, had an intimate knowledge of the persons. But then, the saints were not so well acquainted with them, so they are with the company at Antioch a whole year before they are called upon to lay their hands on them. 

    DLHThen Antioch became a fresh centre for the activity of the Spirit in regard to the Gentiles. 

    JTQuite, and that brings up another thing, that Gods work proceeds in an unofficial way; Antioch was primarily the product of unofficial preaching. Some of those scattered ventured to preach to the Grecians, and the venture was justified. If they had been sent, the responsibility would have been on the one who sent them, but they did it of their own accord, and the result showed that God blessed it. Then Jerusalem recognised the work and sent out Barnabas, and Barnabas seeks out Saul, so they were at Antioch together for a year. Then we are told what was there; the assembly which was there (Acts 13:1), and the list is given of distinguished men who were there  the same idea as in chapter 1  certain distinguished persons, rich and poor, and then the Holy Spirit says, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them Acts 13:2. 

    ASLHe would say that through one of the prophets, I suppose. 

    JTYes, I should say so. Then another feature is noted  the fasting and the prayer of the brethren. If the Holy Spirit said, Separate them, we might have assumed there was nothing more to be done but to do what He said; but the point is, the saints are called upon to do something, and they show that they are going to do it in a spiritual way. They fast and pray. Fasting would mean that these two men are not regarded as my personal friends, I am not laying my hands on them because I like them personally, nor are they my relatives; no natural feeling whatever is allowed to enter into this matter, if I fast. 

    Some brethren have great ability to entertain the saints, and that might enter into our appreciation of them, but if I fast, I will not take any account of that at all. I am sure the Lord would help us on those lines  to avoid personal friendships  personal preferences. 

    FWJPrayer and fasting make conditions. 

    JTYes. Sometimes we hear of certain brothers being always invited to certain localities, and certain others not invited at all to those parts. Why is that? Is it the result of fasting, or is it the result of personal preferences? 

    PLThe Lord Himself is the model. He prayed before He selected the disciples. 

    JTYes, prayed a whole night. Prayer is dependence; fasting is disallowance of natural feeling. 

    ASLThis kind can go out by nothing but by prayer and fasting Mark 9:29. 

    QuesIs it that prayer and fasting would keep one in line with the Spirits movements? 

    JTI think so. After the Holy Spirit calls upon them to separate these two men, they fasted and prayed before they did it. I think the Holy Spirit would be greatly pleased with that, for their action then would be in entire accord with His selection. In searching their hearts with regard to these two men, they would go back a whole year and see what had marked each of them as amongst them. Has Sauls course been such that we can without reserve lay our hands on him? I am sure the more they thought over Saul, the more they would feel he was a worthy man; and so with Barnabas, how unjealous he was amongst them. All that would enter into the fasting. 

    PLThat is a great qualification; it is the spirit of heaven, there is no jealousy there. 

    JTYes. It would no doubt stand out in the minds of the saints at Antioch what Barnabas was when he came down as representative of Jerusalem. He might have said, I have come down from Jerusalem; you must listen to me, but he went and got another man. 

    PLWould the fasting prevent it being done suddenly? Lay hands quickly on no man 1 Timothy 5:22. There is a definite spiritual judgment arrived at by analysis. 

    JTYes; and then another would say, Barnabas had lands and he sold them and laid the money at the apostles feet. That sort of thing enters into our committing ourselves to brethren. 

    PLAnd continuance promotes confidence. 

    JTYes; they were with the company in Antioch the four seasons  winter, summer, spring and autumn  the whole year. 

  
    READINGS IN COLOSSIANS (1) (JT 32)

    Colossians 1

    JTIn view of current exercises and services amongst us, which I believe indicate some progress, I thought this epistle would serve as calling attention to a certain danger and tendency ever with us to stop short of the will of God. What is said of Epaphras may be taken to represent desires that I believe fit at the present time, that the saints may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, chapter 4:12. That was his burden for the Colossians, combating, as the apostle says, for them in prayers. I was connecting it in my mind with the early chapters of Joshua, and particularly with the use of the word lodge; this indicating that the territory near the Jordan, as first reached, was not to be a permanent encampment, but just a lodging place. Lodging in a place in a primary sense indicates that a short stay is necessary and that you are going on further. 

    HESAre you suggesting that the truth of Colossians is a lodging-place for something beyond? 

    JTThat is it. You will remember that David was obliged to reign for seven years and six months at Hebron which is a similar position. I mean, Hebron stands in relation to Jerusalem, as the territory of the Jordan stood in relation to the whole land. David was obliged to reign there for seven years and six months; not on account of his own exercises and state of soul, but on account of the divided state of the nation. As the nation united on him and anointed him at Hebron, then he proceeded to Jerusalem. Jerusalem in that section of Scripture represents the fulness of the will of God and the position corresponding with it; the land stood in contrast to a small part of it at the Jordan. This epistle is aiming at a forward movement. A very important point had been reached, but the great danger of coming short of the whole purpose of God existed. 

    JRSDo you regard this epistle as having direct reference to a spiritual constitution, as a means by which power is gained for entering into the land? 

    JTIt deals with a certain point reached a very important point; that is, in the types, the entering into the land; and the danger of contentment with having touched that, without going up and taking possession. The state at Colosse was evidently somewhat stunted for the exercise of Epaphras his prayers and his combat shewed that he felt there was a stopping short. Undoubtedly his exercises and communications to the apostle led to the letter being written; so that he does not proceed immediately after the salutation to open up the counsels of God as in Ephesians. He is free to do that in his letter to the Ephesians; but he does not in this case. He speaks about his prayer, that they should understand the will of God; and then he proceeds to bring in the Person of Christ, to act on the affections of the saints; that the idea of attraction should be accentuated; for this is one great feature in crossing the Jordan. The point is whether it can be accentuated by a special presentation of Christ, for it is very full here. 

    JJIs that the reason why more prominence is given to the Person of Christ in Colossians than in Ephesians? 

    JTI think so. Evidently they were not wanting in affection for Christ; there was no urgent need of the truth of His Person being presented in Ephesians. 

    PLWould it be like the ark appearing before them in (Joshua 3)? 

    JTYes; Colossians is the antitype of the opening chapters of Joshua. 

    JJWhat would you say of Caleb and Joshua? Were they in a Colossian position in their souls, or were they further on? 

    JTThey were further on, answering to the state of things at Ephesus. What comes out in Rahab helps, for she is the link of faith between Egypt and the inheritance. 

    There is nothing said about faith in the wilderness in Hebrews 11, but it is a remarkable fact that faith actually existed in the land before the children of Israel entered it. Rahab had an apprehension of the power of God in the passage of the Red Sea, and she had an apprehension of the power of the Spirit. She represents the work of God apart from what the wilderness represents; that is to say, the work of God is the work of God, and is true to itself; we can rely upon it, We may be disappointed in certain wilderness results that we may see, for the influence of such ministers as Moses and Aaron was bound to affect the people beyond their state. I think that is what we should notice: that ministry is likely to affect us beyond our state. So that Rahab does not represent the result of ministry, but the work of God; and that is really all we can rely upon. We may be sadly misled by the result of external influences, for if the influence or the occasion of the influence be removed, the true underlying state will become manifest, as was seen in the Judges. As each judge died, the people did worse than their fathers; shewing that the influence of the judge had held them. So it is a question of the work of God; nothing less is of any permanent value. 

    EuRWould it be right to say that unless we connect the action with the Lord (corresponding with the type of Moses and Aaron) the work of God is not liberated and available for the will of God? 

    JTWell, that is a feature too; but the work of God is the work of God, you know. I mean. God presents His work apart from the instrumentalities through which it may be effected externally. Take for instance the man in (John 9). As far as we can see he had no ministry as we speak of it. The Lord had opened his eyes by a procedure that is very touching, but that was all; that was the work of God, and what came out in him shewed that there was a moral, effect, although he had no further external help until he was cast out. The Lord said, that the works of God should be manifested in him. It was the work of God, but there was no other help; his parents did not help him, but the work of God shewed itself in a full result. The Lord comes back after giving plenty of opportunity for the work of God to shew its strength in him, and says, Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God? and he says, Who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him? The Lord answers, Thou hast both seen him, and he that speaks with thee is he, and he worships Him. The full result is thus seen. 

    EuRIn his case there was obedience, for he went and washed. 

    JTQuite, that is the effect of the work of God. That is the position at the Jordan; they had had a most powerful ministry, they had been under Moses and Aaron, and were led so far, but now the question is, Will they go the whole way? I believe a good deal of disillusionment takes place; for after all we have got to come down to bedrock, and it is a question of the work of God. All else will go, or fail us. 

    FHBDo you mean that our intelligence may often be beyond the work of God in us? 

    JTI think it is usually, so. 

    HESIs that why emphasis is laid so much on the work of God? The Lord will only trust that according to (John 2). But Jesus himself did not trust himself to them, because he knew all men, and that he had not need that any should testify of man, for himself knew what was in man, verses 24, 25. 

    JTExactly; there had been a mighty ministry marked by miracles and many believed on account of that, but the Lord did not trust them. 

    QuesWould the work of God be illustrated in the challenge that comes to Ezekiel, Shall these bones live? 

    JTYes; it was a question of the power of God. 

    WWWould this chapter call attention to the vast working of the kingdom into which we are introduced the kingdom of the Son of his love, so that there should be encouragement to move forward in the power of the work of God? 

    JTThat is it; the work of God will shew itself as Christ is presented, as in the case of the blind man, who was equal to the great fact that the Son of God was there before him. He was ready for it; not because he had been under good ministry, as we speak, but because of the work of God which shewed itself in such a marvellous way in him. It never failed him in any crisis in the history given; he was always equal; and indeed he advanced in power in dealing with his opposers. Then the Lord takes him up; Jesus heard that they had cast him out, for complete rejection is the result from the side of opposition. They cast him out, it says, and when the Lord heard it. He finds him, and says to him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He is equal to that; he is quite ready for it. It is not a question of ministry from others, but of the work of God: That the works of God should be manifested in him. 

    HHWould that allow for the epistle to the Romans coming before this? Would the teaching and light and the work of the Spirit in the deliverance set forth in chapter 8 all come in under the heading of what you are saying? 

    JTYes, so far as the actual work of God in the believer is concerned; of course ministry is seen in Romans. 

    FHBDo you understand that the work of God prepares us for the reception of light? 

    JTIt does. It is remarkable how the man in (John 9) came into the knowledge of divine things, and how able he became in answering his opposers. 

    JJDoes he not illustrate in a sense the three positions you have often referred to Ziklag, Hebron and Jerusalem? 

    JTQuite. We do well to take notice of Rahabs position because it puts us in our proper place externally, that is to say, we have might to anything on the line of nature. She had no right to anything; and moreover, she Had a bad reputation. I mean, it disposes of the flesh at once, if you take her up as a type of yourself as you are bound to do, if you want to go into Canaan, you are bound to admit that is the point. She is the next person mentioned by the Spirit of God as having faith; but what was her character and history? That puts us in our proper place as entering the land; you have no status of your own at all; it must be a question of God, His great love wherewith he loved us. 

    FSMWould that be the line in Johns gospel pretty well throughout? 

    JTQuite. Man in the flesh has no status at all; he must be born a new. 

    QuesIs your thought that the principle of new birth, with which we start, continues in the Christian course? 

    JTThat is what I understand. It affects the whole person, and the effect remains. 

    JCSAnd the work of God does not allow for any carrying over from the old order. 

    JTJust so; and what happened at the Jordan is to shew how the thing that we may carry over has been dealt with by God; the body of the flesh is put off in the circumcision of Christ. It is left behind; it has no claim on us. Even in regard of the system of ordinances, He has taken it also out of the way, chapter 2:14. But Rahab, without any ministry or help from others, as far as the record goes, had faith, that is, she was a subject of the work of God. She had flax in her house, and had spread it out on the roof, meaning typically that she was beginning to judge her state; and she used that to cover the spies. It says, moreover, that she sent them forth another way; she had the idea of another way. Then another thing is, she continued in Israel, as the Spirit of God tells us (Matthew 1), and we know that she did from the fact recorded that she is in the royal line. 

    GWWWould the flax being there point on to the fine linen? Flax is the beginning of this. 

    JTQuite; she is on the way to it. Without the raw material we cannot have the fabric. The Lambs wife is to be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure. 

    GWWWhat relation has ministry to the work of God? 

    JTI suppose we shall see here what it was in the apostle; the ministry of the gospel and the ministry of the church. I think it introduces divine authority; that is, one of the first elements in ministry is that it raises the question of the authority of God to take us up and form us; to put His impress upon us. That is to say, the work of God is like the earth coming out of the waters in (Genesis 1); there was latent power in it: Let the earth bring forth. But then you want to control what is brought forth; and I think that is the idea, that ministry represents the authority of God; in fact, it involves here the image of God. At any rate, the first thing mentioned here of the Lord after redemption is that He is image of the invisible God, verse 15. All the effects of life in the universe must come under His impress; otherwise it does not correspond with God. Things must correspond with God. The earth in a moral sense has got away from God, and there is no correspondence at all; but the divine thought is that the fruit or result of life should bear the divine impress; and I believe ministry effects that; the sense that God has to say to me; that He has a will and thoughts about me; thus I am gradually led on to and correspond with the idea of what God is in Christ: Who is the image of the invisible God. I think ministry should have that in mind, that you are representing God. You are not producing the life; nobody can produce life but God. 

    GWWSo the will should come under the influence of God, that is, the knowledge of God would go with the formation of image. 

    JTThat is what I thought; no one can produce life but God. The Lord says that the Father quickens and the Son quickens. That is Gods prerogative; but ministry is to bring in the impress of God on the fruit of life. God develops what He pleases; He giveth it a body as it hath pleased him. That shews the importance of being under God and representative of Him in ministry; because the persons who listen to me are sure to be affected by me not only by what I say, but by what I am, and I do not want to put a false impression on them. 

    QuesThe Lord working with them; would that be the way? 

    JTHe works with us; but then you see, according to Mark, which is the gospel for ministers. He selected certain ones that they might be with Him, that is, that they should take on His impress. 

    HESIs it in keeping with the ministry that the apostle said in Ephesians, Be ye therefore imitators of God? Is that the thought? 

    JTQuite; they would get the thought of God from those who ministered the truth to them primarily the apostle himself. 

    QMSDo we see Paul with a due sense of the end of the work of God in (Acts 20) when he said, I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, after having declared the whole counsel of God to them? 

    JTQuite; there is the further thought there, of course, of their need of God. 

    AJHBIn the beginning of Genesis it is said that Adam was placed in the garden to till it, and I wondered whether that was rather the thought of ministry. Before sin came in you find him occupied to bring about the divine impress in connection with what God had effected, which was life. 

    JTThat is good. Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. In keeping the garden he is occupied with life, and he would be concerned that it should be in accord with God. Moreover, he could name the animals; for I suppose before sin came in, each animal represented some thought of God. The idea of life suggests that God is the living God; He is the Author of life and every feature of life must represent Him in some way. Adam was able to name those living creatures that came before him, and God did not alter any name he gave; shewing that God recognised the intelligence He had placed in Adam in regard of the result of life. 

    QuesIs your thought that one may receive ministry and yet there may be a lack of the work of God in the soul? 

    JTOf course, and almost from the very outset. The epistle to the Hebrews with other scriptures shews that certain were even made partakers of the Holy Spirit, but there was no work of God in them. Powerful ministry may carry you along, even if unconverted; and may carry converted people far beyond their state. 

    HFNIn Romans it says, Destroy not the work of God. If the work of God is indestructible, I would like a little help as to why that should be said. 

    JTI believe what is alluded to there is the bearing of the persons action. I do not see that the work of God, as we are speaking of it, is destructible; what God does in this sense is done forever. 

    ASLBut as far as the person referred to was concerned, in what he was doing he was working in that direction. 

    JTQuite. I think you can see how important it is to view the work of God by itself. God is certainly entitled to do that. Then you see that ministry as from God conveys what He is authoritatively; and it implies His designs; the idea of architecture, design, and general beautification as to things in the divine realm. Therefore, in ministry it is a question of the formation of things, the work of God taking proper form, taking on the divine impressions. Apparently the saints at Colosse needed full knowledge. The bearing of the epistle would shew that what they needed was to the end that they might be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so as to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God. That is what they needed; and that would bring in the idea of Godlikeness. The new man was to be according to the image of him that has created him, chapter 3:10. 

    ESHWhat part has prayer in regard of the work of God? 

    JTWell, you see how the apostle here is praying for the Colossians, that they might be filled with the full knowledge of his will. The work of God goes on all the time with us, unless our wills begin to act. Then, of course, it stops, but normally it goes on in relation to what is presented to us objectively; in relation to whatever pattern God is working on. If He is working in relation to the heavenly, the work proceeds on those lines, and it is for the ministers to understand that; that as Paul insists they are working with God. 

    AS .L. What would you say is the evidence of a work of God in any soul? People may have a good deal of intelligence and be able to speak of things and explain them, but what is the evidence of the work of God in a person? 

    JTThe initial evidence is submission to the will of God, and a readiness to take in divine thoughts. Mary of Bethany was subject, and sat at the Lords feet; she was ready to take in His thoughts. 

    ASLRahab, whom you started with, would be a very good illustration. You mentioned her as illustrative of the work of God. I mean, she had faith in God, and was sure that the people would be triumphant. 

    JTExactly. Of course a great deal could be said as to the accompanying things, in the initial effect of the work of God; but the apostle is concerned about workmanship, to present every man perfect in Christ. Mary of Bethany sat at the Lords feet, and I believe that is a principle. Unless He is definitely before the believers, gifts in the exercise of the service are sure to be unduly distinctive in their minds; and that is where the Colossian danger lay. The Corinthians were grossly occupied with the persons that ministered, or professed to minister; they had their own preferences; they were comparing this one with that one, and so forth. The Colossians were not so gross as that, but there was this danger; the apostle is anxious that no man should deceive or mislead them. It is a danger, that lurks always where we are disposed to take certain ones as references in the ministry. 

    Now Mary of Bethany would never view persons in that way; she would value all, and I believe the meaning of her sitting at the Lords feet is, that whoever the gift it is a question of what the Lord is saying. That is a sure evidence of the work of God that you want to hear what the Lord is saying through whomsoever it may come. It is a question of what the Lord is saying, and we know from the way the Holy Spirit came in at Pentecost, that there would be diversity: Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all, 1 Corinthians 12:4 - 6. The idea is to bring divine Persons into their proper place in our vision. That is, Christianity is a question of Persons; we are baptised to the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Any, intermediaries are simply for our good, and not to become objects, except that we regard them in love, and respect them for their works sake. It is a question, therefore, of what God will do; and that, I am sure, is the best way. It is the work of God, that one is concerned as to what God is saying or doing. 

    PGAnd the work of God would develop the instincts by which one would distinguish the voice of the Lord in the ministry. 

    JTQuite, the apostle says to the Corinthians that they were the evidence themselves of Christ speaking in him; that is the point he makes. 

    WWIt says that Rahab sent back the spies another way; would that indicate that she received them in faiths way and sent them back in loves way? 

    JTQuite; it was not the ordinary way. If a Greek philosopher were to come in among the saints at Colosse he would direct them the ordinary way; that is not another way; the other way is the divine way. Going up to the mountain and hiding there agrees with Colossians. 

    QuesIs it possible to receive ministry apart from the work of God? 

    JTYes; the unregenerate human mind is capable of going a long way in the things of God. (Compare Hebrews 6). 

    GWWWould you say the real object of ministry is to bring the soul, the subject of the work of God, under the influence of headship, and so there is a presentation of Christ that would bring about that result? 

    JTThat is what I understand; you are led on to headship. Paul said of the Thessalonians, Ye became our imitators, and immediately adds, and of the Lord, because he would not appropriate his followers. There was a presentation of God in him amongst them, and they followed on, but he did not hold them, they were added to the Lord, and that made way for headship. The end of this epistle is to get us on to the full thought of headship, that as holding the Head, we might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

    QuesWould the effect of the epistle be seen in the last chapter, to present every man perfect in Christ? 

    JTThat leads to the full thought; it is every man; the full end is collective, as in Ephesians. In Colossians it is presented as the burden of the prayer of Epaphras standing perfect and complete in all the will of God. The prayer of the apostle, chapter 1:9 - 11, is in full keeping with this. I think the two pillars in the front of the temple would perhaps help. In those two pillars there was a presentation of what God would effect. They were beautifully ornamented. In 1 Kings you have the separate heights of the pillars; but in 2 Chronicles their total height, and I suppose the latter would mean the fulness of the divine thought. You may reach the height of one, so to speak, but to get to the height of the two, you reach completeness. Obviously the idea is to represent what God can effect; so in Peter and John at the gate of the temple you have what God can effect in men like ourselves, so that attention is called to them there: Look on us. There was something there representative of God; it was not Christ personally; but it was enough to call the mans attention to, and he was healed, brought into power in that action, and held Peter and John. That was an immense start, but he would go on; he continued with them. God shews what He can do; not only what is effected in Christ personally, but what He can effect in men like ourselves. That is the idea of ministry. Being myself the thing I present, I affect accordingly those who listen to me; and it leads them on to the full thought; for the great objective is the full grown man. Alongside of those pillars there was spiritually the means of bringing others into what they set forth, in the altar, the sea, and the laver. 

    HWSGrowing by the true knowledge of God; would that be the way the thing is effected in the soul? 

    JTYes, that goes with it, only there is the fulness of divine thoughts set out in Christ, specially in view of Ephesians. 

    GWWCan there be any progressive work in the soul apart from development in headship? 

    JTWell, God works in us in relation to the headship of Christ. You would be concerned to so present Him to your hearers that their minds are led in the direction of Christ as Head. 

    GWWThat is what I am trying to get at. 

    JTYou are on that line, and that is the end in this epistle; that we are led on to an apprehension of Christ in relation to the land, the whole purpose of God. 

    EuRIt speaks in the early part of the chapter of the glad tidings bearing fruit and growing; would that involve the work of God? 

    JTIt would. Now after that he goes on to the Father: Giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. It is a question of authority, but authority of a peculiar form; not exactly the kingdom, as in Romans, but the kingdom of the Son of his love; he has carried us along to that; you are brought on. It is still authority. As far as I see, the kingdom will never end at all; it goes on. It will become more and more attenuated, so to speak, but it will go on. Even in eternity the Lord is said to be subject; He delivers up the kingdom to Him who is God and Father, that God may be all in all, (1 Corinthians 15:28). It says, The Son also himself shall be placed in subjection a marvellous statement! Obviously the idea of the kingdom goes on, for God is to be God, and man is to be man. It is not necessarily asserted, but ever there. So here we are being led on from the kingdom, as seen typically at the Red Sea, the authority of Moses as in the wilderness. At the end of Deuteronomy Moses as king corresponds somewhat with what we have here; he was king in Jeshurun, that is, a king in the midst of an upright people; the point, however, was not so much what he was to God. But here it is what Jesus is to God the Son of the Fathers love. It is a most precious experience to be under that rule! 

    HHWould you say the kingdom according to this thought goes over Jordan? 

    FHBIs that the carrying on of the thought that God is the Head of Christ? 

    JTQuite; that is another side of it. It is a remarkable statement that the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection; mark, it is the Son. 

    EuRDoes this fit in with what you were saying as to David being crowned king at Hebron? 

    JTI think it would be more like Solomons reign the Son of the Fathers love. It introduces us really to the book of Proverbs. Then I was thinking of the peculiar setting in which the Person of Christ is before us, and how He is Head in the creation and in redemption, and then, how a dual sort of ministry runs right through the ministry of the reconciliation of all things and persons: the ministry of the gospel, and the ministry of the church. As the Lord helps us we may see how the mediatorial position of Christ is retroactive. It is seen in Him as Man here, and we begin with this. It is the Son of the Fathers love in redemption, and the mediatorial idea must centre in the Person of Christ as Man. That is what was in the mind of God. He puts Himself in touch with the creation and with men in redemption through Christ, not only that it goes forward, but it is retroactive in its bearing. The thought reacts and goes back to the very beginning of things; that all must be through mediatorial service. 

    HHYour suggestion of what is retroactive accounts for a great deal of Scripture not hitherto understood. Does it not carry you back to such a scripture as (Proverbs 8) and all that which anticipated the coming in of Christ as the Son? 

    JTIt does; it explains much. What is stated even there began with wisdom acting here in relation to men; you are carried back from that point. 

    FSMWould the ministry of wisdom in Proverbs lead to the inquiry of What is his name, and what is his sons name, if thou knowest? Is that the objective? 

    JTYes, it is God in relation to the creation. The results in the book of Proverbs are most interesting, and that inquiry is by a man who speaks of his abject ignorance; he takes a low place in that chapter, chapter 30. That is a fine inquiry: What is his name, and what is his sons name, if thou knowest? The woman of worth in the last chapter is the subjective result. 

    GWWPerhaps you would explain what you mean by retroactive; it may not be very plain to all of us. 

    JTWell, take Peters remark as to the Lord: Being put to death in flesh, but made alive in the Spirit, in which also going he preached to the spirits which are in prison, heretofore disobedient, when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, (1 Peter 3:18 - 20). That is retroactive; He was not there personally; it was His Spirit, but it was the Spirit of the One that was becoming Man; it was the Spirit of Christ in man, that preached in Noah. 

    GWWYou mean that we find the workings of the Spirit of Christ before Christ was personally present as Man? 

    JTQuite; it is the Spirit of Christ not the Spirit of God; the Spirit of Christ which was in them. 

    GWWSearching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which belonged to Christ, and the glories after these. (1 Peter 1:11). 

    JTPeter helps in that particularly, shewing that the operations before, whatever the instrumentality, had in view the incarnation. That was the one thing divine thoughts centred in, and whether things were done mediatorially before or after, Christ is the Mediator. 

    JRSAnd you are regarding that as being in this chapter? 

    JTThat is how the truth is presented. 

    PLBy whom also he made the worlds. (Hebrews 1:2). 

    JTThat implies His deity, but it is woven into the principle of His mediatorial position. Then it says here in verse 15, Who is image of the invisible God. That is stated of Christ here as the One in whom we have redemption; and then. He is Firstborn of all creation; because by him were created all things, and so forth. That is to say, the very existence of all those created things gives Him the first place, because it is not simply that He was the instrument, but it was by His power; the first preposition by, verse 16, means that it was by His power the things were done; but all on the mediatorial principle, as remarked. The second by in verse 16 is instrumental. (See note. New Translation). 

    JJSo I suppose the appearings of the Lord in various forms in the Old Testament are prospective in view of His incarnation. 

    JTYes. Referring again to verse 16 if you employ a man to do a thing, he is the instrument by which it is done; but in the creation there was more than that in regard of Christ. He does the thing in His own power, and that fact gives Him the first place firstborn; He must have that place; but it is wrought into the principle of His mediatorial position. Thus the truth of His Person is worked into our souls as we apprehend this mediatorial service. 

    ASLAnd He has done it too for Himself: All things have been created by him and for him. 

    JTThat is the end in view. 

    GWWIt is remarkable that J.N.D. in the verse in Ephesians leaves out by Jesus Christ. He says, God, who has created all things, (Ephesians 3:9). Although it was the One whom we know that did it, yet it was God that did it; and that establishes the divinity of His own Person. 

    PG. It says that all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell there. 

    JTYou have, By him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him. And he is before all, and all things subsist together by him. The first by there indicates that the power used in creation was resident in Him, so that He is; it is not what He has become in these early statements about Him; it is what He is, as indicated in the things that He has done. He becomes Head too in redemption; but all is in the right of His own Person. But in verse 18, that he might have indicates that through death He has acquired something. The fulness dwelt in Him and by Him effected reconciliation. Here He is instrumental, but the fulness of the Godhead resided in Him. 

    GWWIs the thought to lift the soul up to the greatness there is in Christ? 

    JTI am sure that is so. The thought of the Person of Christ so grips the affections of the saints that they go forward. It is peculiarly needed as we come over Jordan, hence the prominence given to the ark there. 

    GWWWould you be prepared to say where you think the Colossians were, in view of what is set forth in the crossing of the Jordan? 

    JTI think they are regarded as over. 

    GWWThat is, they have reached the position you spoke of as the lodging place. It is not to incite them to pass over, but a presentation of Christ to them in the lodging place. 

    JTThat is right. The principle of Colossians is entering. 

    GWWSo that the end in view is that they might advance from the lodging place into the full thought of God for them; is that the objective? 

    JTExactly. They are risen with Christ by faith, chapter 2: 12; that is another thing to notice. It is a question of faith. Colossians does not mean that I am risen literally, but by faith; it is a certainty because of the known power of God; it is through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. And what goes with that is the quickening In virtue of this there is power in the believer; for it was stipulated that a man out of each tribe was to take a stone out of the bed of the Jordan and put it on his shoulder and take it up. That required power; it is a symbol of the power of each tribe. The whole are regarded as over Jordan by faith, but in addition there is the work of God, so that a man is able to take up a stone. That is not a matter of faith, but actuality. It is in keeping with what God has done, but only in a very small way. It is the power working in my soul. The power of God was seen in the ark the power and glory of God. Those men could not force the Jordan back. It was forced back God did that but they take up the stones. And in these stones, taken and placed where they lodged, there is the witness of the power of God in us; that we are risen (by faith) and quickened. Quickening enables us to enter into association with Christ where He is; it is with Him. 

    EuRIs that involved in verse 2? Strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory. 

    JTExactly; that is what the apostle desired for them. I think the thing was there already; so to speak they had carried over the stones: In the which also ye have been raised with him. But the Colossians had not yet taken possession of the land and were in danger, as we were remarking. 

    JJSo although the Spirit is not directly spoken of, it is implied all through? 

    JTIt is the work of the Spirit that is implied. It is beyond Romans; because taking the stone up out of the bed of Jordan implies power the power of life. 

    JJDoes the mediatorial power of the Spirit come in in Colossians? 

    JTIt does come in. Love in the Spirit, chapter 1:8, is a mediatorial principle; that is, it was life of that kind. 

    PLThe man puts the stone on his shoulder; does that suggest constitutional strength? 

    JTI think it does. It is the result in us of the quickening power of God. They were to prepare themselves victuals, (Joshua 1:11), and this would have in view the needed constitution for the great undertaking ahead. 

    GWWAnd is all that an apprehension of what is set forth in the ark? There is power to take up such a movement. 

    JTYes. Colossians in that respect is a question of being brought into correspondence with Christ. In Him is all that is needed, but we are brought into it by the work of the Spirit. 

    JCSIs the thought that it was the same power morally that drove the Jordan back? 

    JTThat is it. He does exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, (Ephesians 3:20). That is it; there is no other power. 

    QuesWould fighting ability come in here? 

    JTThat does not come in yet, but there is the preparation for it. What I think should impress us here is the Person of Christ. He is so presented to our hearts as to enter into our constitution, because it is interwoven with the truth of creation and the truth of redemption. 

    JRSWhat is the order in this way in which His glory is presented, starting with image of the invisible God and ending with being Head of the assembly? 

    JTIt goes further than that. It ends with, In him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. You can see how forcefully the truth of His Person is presented, for it is interwoven with the truth as we should receive it in our souls; that is, the truth of the Person of Christ should be in our souls, as we have the truth of our salvation, and the knowledge of the creation. The thing is to have the truth of the Person of Christ in our souls; so that it begins with the image of the invisible God. Everything is to receive the divine impress. Besides the literal creation, as in (Genesis 1), there were thrones, principalities and authorities all were created by Him and for Him. His headship of the church was through death. Then, All the fullness … was pleased to dwell. There is a moral thought in that it was pleased to dwell in Christ. Nothing at all was lacking in the fulness. All that God  the Deity  is was there in Him, and was pleased to dwell there. Reconciliation is to bring us into accord with that. This leads on to the church being Gods dwelling, by the Spirit, (Ephesians 2). 

    GWWYou are consciously in accord with that. 

    ERAnd the church is equal to it. 

  
    PRESENTATION (JT 37)

    Jude 24, 25; Colossians 1: 21, 22; Ephesians 5: 25 - 27; Genesis 47: 1 - 10

    The thought I have in mind is presentation which, perhaps, is not so familiar in the United States as it is in monarchical countries; such as in the United Kingdom where presentation to the sovereigns is customary, and is regarded as of moment by those who are presented, as enhancing their dignity and subsequent life. 

    In reading these scriptures, I have in mind the idea of being presented, not to a mortal man, however exalted, but, as in the first scripture, presented faultless in the presence of divine glory  presented by God Himself; and in the second scripture, presented by the Godhead to itself (for that is how it should read); and in the third scripture, presented collectively as the assembly, by Christ to Himself. 

    All these scriptures bear on the future; although Colossians includes the present also. The passage I read from the Old Testament represents figuratively the presentation of the saints in their de facto circumstances down here  presented to the Supreme One by Christ, as related to Him. 

    I look to the Lord, as I trust you do, to help, so that this great subject may be set out not only clearly but spiritually; for we are to communicate spiritual things by spiritual means; and I would commend to you first, dear brethren, the ability of God to do what is indicated. 

    As you will observe, Judes epistle is short and was occasioned by the incoming of the great apostasy. 

    Jude had in mind to write about our common salvation, but he tells us that instead he felt obliged to write about the apostasy, which is now a matter of history  past and present: never more so than at present. This great apostasy, in its malign character and power, was weighty enough to bear heavily upon Jude; but he is filled with buoyancy. In the closing verses of his letter is a buoyancy that one would seek to have infused into our souls, as having to encounter the very darkness of which he speaks; we are in the midst of it. As John says in his first epistle: As ye have heard that antichrist comes, even now there have come many antichrists, whence we know that it is the last hour, chapter 2: 18. It is a solemn consideration, dear brethren, calculated to oppress our spirits; and we should feel it. God has great regard for those who feel with Him  and the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations Ezekiel 9: 4; but then there is an outlet in this holy buoyancy indicated by Jude; it is a doxology. There is much more of this in the Scriptures than we are apt to think  this spirit of praise; and it should be ever with the brethren; we should not be behind the Old Testament believers, who had, besides many songs and ascriptions of praise, five books of Psalms. We are enjoined indeed, as filled with the Spirit, to speak to ourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord. Ephesians 5: 19. Jude helps in this; he leads with others; and what occasions it is the ability of God to keep the saints from falling and to set them with exultation blameless before His glory  a very weighty matter. 

    We have already been dwelling a little upon how the most enlightened, such as Isaac, could fail, for who, in Isaacs day, had the light that he had? Think of the light in that mans heart! He was the son of Abraham, miraculously begotten, one of the unique babes in Scripture, and yet he went to Abimelech! Thus, dear brethren, in a crisis, the most advanced of us is capable of turning aside to human resources. But Jehovah loved Isaac too well to allow him to go further. We may all thank God for His interventions so that we should not be turned aside, that we should not go the whole road upon which we have entered through our unbelief. In order to stop Isaac, God appeared Himself to him. How great a privilege! And He says to him: Go not down to Egypt: dwell in the land that I shall tell thee of. Sojourn in this land. Genesis 26: 2, 3. He would say to every one of us, hard pressed though we may be for our very bread and butter, Go not down to Egypt ... sojourn in this land. God is better than Egypt. 

    One would speak to the brethren as to those who have light; not only as to their salvation but as to heavenly principles: Sojourn in this land, and you will prove what it is. Let not a hard moment divert you  God says, I will be with thee, verse 3. He will be with you in it. The river of Egypt with all its fructifying power is not to be compared with Jehovah as with us. He says, I will be with thee and bless thee ... and I will multiply thy seed, verses 3, 4; and then He tells Isaac that the reason for this is on the ground of obedience: because that Abraham hearkened to my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws, verse 5. That was the position. The position we occupy has been won by others: let us not forget that! It is for us ready-made ground; but nevertheless it is the land of promise; at whatsoever cost it has been acquired, we are on it: let us not leave it! Abraham acquired it; it was for Isaac to occupy in grace and dignity; not as a servile person in the land of Abimelech seeking his patronage and protection. We must never take up that attitude and become slaves to the worlds principles, whatever they be. Isaac was to be in the land of Canaan in the dignity of a heavenly man and he remained there. In spite of his failure in denying his wife, God gave him a wonderful victory. Dear brethren, there is a voice telling us to stay in the land. 

    The Lord says, and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Revelation 2: 10; not eleven days. All is divinely controlled. Isaac found that the land yielded bountifully in spite of the famine; and by staying in the land we shall find that in the hour of pressure God will be with us; He will enlarge us and prosper us, till we reach Beersheba, the well of the oath, where water was found, Genesis 26  where one is on sure ground with God, where we prove that He is doing great things for us according to engagement in which it is impossible for Him to lie. In a promise and an oath we have a strong consolation, and a hope entering within the veil, where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec. Hebrews 6: 19, 20  that is the position faith takes up. 

    Jude has in mind that we should be in the light of the ability of God to keep us. According to his epistle, the surroundings are dark with regard to the apostasy; but as you look up to God  to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, verse 24, and as you look around on the brethren all is bright and stable. Jude does not fail in the midst of the outward circumstances; he tells us about love feasts, he speaks indeed about spots in them, but nevertheless there are love feasts. And then he goes on, But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, verses 20, 21. 

    How are we to get through as this one and that one are taken away, honoured men of God on whom we have leaned? And it may be that others will be taken if the Lord tarries. One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh. Ecclesiastes 1: 4. The coming generation is apt to be depressed, thinking, How shall we get on? Jude says in an exultant tone: But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages, verses 24, 25. 

    With regard to the verse in Colossians, the apostle, in the same spirit of worship as Jude, speaks of giving thanks to the Father ... who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love, verses 12, 13. Think of that, dear young people, of being translated from the authority of darkness by the Father. How worthy He is of our thanks!  and then translated into the kingdom of the Son of his love  such a kingdom as that! The apostle then, by the Spirit, proceeds to speak of Jesus as firstborn of all creation; because by him were created all things, verse 16; not merely as the instrument, but in His own power they were created; all were created by Him and for Him. How the Spirit of God would imbue our souls with the knowledge of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ! Then it goes on to say, among other things, In him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell. Marvellous fact! And then by him the Deity would reconcile all things to Itself. And you ... has it reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, verses 21, 22. God, dear brethren, has acted for us in this way, in the body of his flesh through death; to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it, verse 22  to present you. Think of being before God thus! without blame in His presence. God has done it; not only the reconciliation but the presentation before it. What a footing to be on! It is what God has done Himself through Christ. 

    Going on to Ephesians  I wanted to come to the thought of Christ and the assembly. I am following the line of presentation and I hope everyone is enquiring. Am I in this? The passage says, Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, verse 25. He had a great object in view. Paul says elsewhere who has loved me and given himself for me. Galatians 2: 20. The verbs are in the past tense. It is wonderful to go back hundreds of years  to the cross  and to think that Christ loved us then. But then he says here, He loved the assembly and has delivered himself up for it  with an object in view  its presentation to Himself. 

    It is remarkable that with the men of faith, you get nothing in the way of a conspicuous marriage. Marriages are common among us, and much is made of them, but the Lord Jesus is still waiting for the marriage celebration; not for the taking of a wife. When Rebecca came to Isaac, nothing is said except that she alighted from her camel. Isaac was out meditating in the field; he had come from the well; he was alone in meditation, representing typically the Lord Jesus in solitariness, in resurrection, the heavenly Man. Rebecca represents not the bride exactly, but the wife. There was no celebration; not even with David or Solomon do you get that. It is all future. Thus the Lord loved the assembly and gave Himself for it, that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word, verse 26. What for?  that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, verse 27; it is His own action. Jehovah brought Eve to Adam; but Laban did not come with Rebecca, nor was Abraham present. The Lord Jesus will present the assembly to Himself in the coming day, all glorious. Dear brethren, this washing of water by the word is service that He is carrying on with that in view; not only for our comfort and blessing generally, but in view of the presentation. 

    How are we to be presented? The washing of water by the word contemplates intelligence. A person that is washed, knows what is being done; it is by the word. When He washed the disciples feet. He said: What I do thou dost not know now, but thou shalt know hereafter, John 13: 7, and that is true now; the hereafter has come. I speak as to intelligent persons, says the apostle in 1 Corinthians 10: 15. The Lord would respect us and give us to understand that we are intelligent; that we know what He does. The marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready, Revelation 19: 7. She has made herself ready. She understands what is suitable now. May we not say that this is the outcome of this intelligible service of the Lord  the washing of water by the word? The saints are being washed and sanctified collectively, so as to be presented collectively. One great thread running through Ephesians is that we become accustomed to collective relations. The Lords supper is intended to accustom us to collective relations to one another; to know how to sit down body-wise  assembly-wise; to know how to wait together without being irritable or impatient; to be together as in assembly in quiet spiritually intelligent dignity. The assembly is a living organism in which we are set according to divine wisdom and in the power of the Spirit of God. 

    Just to amplify this in a practical way, I want to dwell on Genesis 47; for it contemplates us, as I said at the outset, in our de facto conditions here. In this chapter there are mentioned five brothers  shepherds. Compared with Pharaoh  this great man  what are these five shepherds? And then an old man whose occupation had been that of a shepherd, 

    how will he go in to the palace? how will he appear? how will they all appear in the presence of the Supreme?  for that is the idea. 

    This is a very practical scene; it is a question of what we are in our every-day lives; what our occupations are; what we are, as men reckon. Sophisticated men in this world would say, The only man in Jacobs family who is a gentleman is Joseph. Were the retainers of Pharaoh and Joseph to see these five men and the old man  Josephs father  go in, they would be thinking, There is not a gentleman amongst them; they to be presented at court! 

    Well, that is how we are challenged; but then, Joseph knows. It is a question here of moral superiority; not of measuring up to human standards, for these can never be introduced among the people of God. There is a law called the rule of new creation and that is to govern these matters; it is not the law of Egypt  the law of this world. Joseph understood this, we may say, in presenting his father and brethren to Pharaoh. 

    I speak of Pharaoh, as in some sense representing God; for that is how we have to face this matter; not merely historically, for it has a moral bearing. It is a question of how these poor people, despised of this earth, shine, and of what there is in them that is of God which the world does not know. John says, See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not, 1 John 3: 1. We are not known now, but presently some qualities will shine out which will eclipse any the world possesses. Joseph, in the type here, instructs his brethren so that the traits that mark the people of God should appear. That is the point he makes. They were to say to the king, Thy servants ... have been occupied with cattle from our youth even until now. They were men of feeling and heart; men who have had to do with living creatures, and cared for them. 

    Dear brethren, let us take that ground! Shepherds were an abomination to the Egyptians, but the first man of faith, Abel, was a shepherd. Spiritually, it is a most dignified occupation. There are five of them here. Joseph would say, I am not taking in ten, but five. He makes his selection. There can be no doubt that he did not wish to make any show in numbers, but rather in quality, for quality is greater than numbers. Five is a simple number; you can count it on one hand. It is remarkable how it is used in Josephs ministry, and no doubt, has its significance. These five men come up to the mark; there is no show of external greatness or worldly refinement about them; it is a question of what is acceptable to God; how things measure up in heaven. These men measured up to that standard. Accordingly, to Pharaohs question, What is your occupation? they answer, Thy servants are shepherds. And they add, To sojourn in the land are we come. If we are in this world in any way, we are not here to stay. Let no christian act in this world as if he were here to stay; he is not here to stay. Josephs brethren were in Egypt as sojourners. If they were to say more, they would add. There is the land of Canaan, the land promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; theirs was, in type, a heavenly country. They did not come to stay; they were in Egypt as sojourners; therefore, it was a question of getting through. Pharaoh says to Joseph, Thy father and thy brethren are come to thee ... let them dwell in the land of Goshen. It was the best of the land of Egypt  thus God provides for His people as they maintain their true character. They are to dwell alone. It is said of Israel, Lo, it is a people that shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. Numbers 23: 9. These sons of Jacob were to continue their occupation in Goshen. We are in a time of unemployment, but God is an Employer. He is looking for persons who can do His work; He has plenty to do, and He pays well. It is a question of submission to His will. One feels, more and more, that all the current pressure is to bring out the brethren; and if we give God His place, He will give us employment; and we will also get employment for necessary uses. Pharaoh gave instructions to give some of Josephs brethren employment. 

    Thus the people of God are dignified; they shine out in their own way  not in the worlds way. The idea is that the saints bring into this world the principles of another world, and that is what these people did. They continued in Egypt their occupation as when in Canaan. The service of shepherds is spiritually a reflection of Christ, who is the great and good Shepherd. 

    The final word is about Jacob to show how the moral superiority of the saints comes into evidence. Joseph set Jacob before Pharaoh, and there is no enquiry about his occupation here. There was not a man like Jacob in the whole universe, and Pharaoh understood that. Jacob was the depository of the blessing of the promises of God. Think of what light he had in his heart! Some of you young people may be serving day by day in workshops with superior men of means, but how little they know what you have in your heart that is not present in theirs. You possess dignity that will exist when the world is gone forever; and so it was with Jacob. He blessed Pharaoh as he came in, and again as he went out. He blessed him twice, to bring out, I think, the great moral worth that there is amongst the people of God. They are despised outwardly, but their great moral worth shines. It shines in the presentation by Joseph; that is to say, typically, by Christ. Think of the dignity that attaches to us as related to Christ. But there is also intrinsic dignity. This is particularly seen in Jacob. In the consciousness of this he blessed Pharaoh, who did not resent it. Pharaoh asked him, How old are you? That is a great test. How many years have you been converted? How much can you show for it? How much have you acquired in the knowledge of God and of Christ? Jacob answered, Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they do not attain to the days of the years of the life of my fathers. Genesis 47: 9. Who are these fathers? Isaac and Abraham. Abraham lived to be one hundred and seventy-five, and Isaac lived to be one hundred and eighty. These ages were beyond what was customary in Egypt, and ages like these would command the respect of Pharaoh, great as he was. And so it is, beloved, that age in experience with God, in the enjoyment of His promises. His purpose, and His love makes us greater than any. It was so here; Jacob blessed Pharaoh as he came in, and he blessed him on the way out. Pharaoh made no enquiry as to his occupation as I remarked. It is not now a question of occupation but of growth, of maturity  what one is in his life with God. The twenty-four elders in the book of Revelation correspond; indeed, the Lord Himself is seen there with hair white like wool. It all alludes to what I am saying; and so everyone is challenged as to how old he is. What have you got to say for your years? It is not a question of how long you have been in fellowship; no, that is not the point. The number of years since I was born is not important; that may count for nothing: it is a question of a man such as Jacob  a man who has been with God. Can you bless anybody? Jacob could bless the greatest man. It was no sham; it was the blessing of a man who had been with God, the depository of the mind of God, and of the promise of God. 

    I think, dear brethren, you will be able to see how great a subject this is, and how it challenges what is brought in now in our everyday circumstances; also as to our faith in God and our knowledge of Him  of His ability to keep us from falling and to present us faultless in the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. 

  
    CHRIST IN YOU (JT 44)

    Colossians 1: 27; Colossians 2: 1 - 15

    JTThe teaching of these verses enters into the assembly, the saints position as together in assembly. The epistle to the Colossians is general in its bearing; it does not deal formally with the saints as together, but the truth in these verses has its most concrete realisation as we are together. It deals with the spiritual side of our position, that in which, I believe, our gatherings are most defective. The order that is proper to the assembly convened is fairly well understood, and this order is included in what the apostle says in Colossians 2: 5. He says there, if indeed in the flesh I am absent, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ. The verse would cover the general deportment of the saints in Colosse, but it would have its most concrete expression in their assembly gatherings; their order was all that could be desired apparently, as the apostle says, he was not only pleased with it, but rejoiced in it. It was pleasing to him; although he had not been there in the flesh, he was there in spirit. This brings out the more spiritual side of the position. 

    If we apply the verse to the Lord Himself, it becomes fuller and more applicable as the saints are together in assembly at any time. So that we learn what our order is in His eyes, what joy He has in His people viewed in that way. So that although our assembly meetings may not go beyond this feature, there is something in them for Christ. What I thought we might see in this connection is that this second chapter aims at the more inward privileges that belong to us, as gathered; that we might enter upon them, and that we might see how all that would hinder us entering upon them is dealt with by God. So that what is to be considered is the more spiritual side of our position, corresponding with what was seen in the forty days in which the Lord appeared to His own before He ascended, after He rose; indeed, these days were for spiritual education. Hence chapter 1: 27 brings out the general position amongst the saints, that is, Christ being in us or among us. This has to be understood spiritually, and I believe that it involves the understanding of the forty days. It is not that He is amongst us corporeally, but still amongst us, and obviously this has the greatest realisation as we are together. 

    JCSIs it that assembly order, to which you have referred, leads us to a platform where everything expands in a secret or inward spiritual way? 

    JTThat is what enters into the passage, I think. The order is one thing  the public order  which is delightful to the Lord and to heaven. How we come together; how we sit together, and how things are done generally, but there is what follows on that, and expands beyond what is local. 

    JCSI think you said that Colossians gives us a sphere  a general idea of the spiritual order of things  corresponding to the forty days, but that when we come together in assembly, this takes more definite form. 

    JTYes; the conditions are then more suitable to it. Paul tells us  in 1 Corinthians 15: 5 - 8  that during those forty days and subsequent to them, but particularly during those forty days, the Lord appeared to Cephas and to the twelve, then to five hundred brethren at once; to James, to all the apostles, and to himself. The five hundred brethren at once certainly points to the saints together, and so the twelve, and so all the apostles. Both sides are presented. Thus I think we may learn that the saints together in assembly afford the Lord an opportunity of making chapter 1: 27 real to us. 

    AMHHas Christ in you in that sense a double bearing? You might say He dwells in the affections of the saints normally, but when we are together, is He brought into evidence amongst us? 

    JTI thought that. Christ in you would mean that He had a place in the affections of the brethren, particularly among the gentiles. It is set here as a mystery; this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory. It is spoken of in that way; it alludes evidently to the place He had acquired in that gathering and elsewhere among the nations; He was in their hearts. Of course, that is a general thought, applied normally among christians, that the Lord was always regarded affectionately and reverently, but when we are together in assembly it especially applies. Though that is not treated of in this epistle, the teaching here can be linked up with what is collective. When we come together in assembly, and have what He provided for as a means of calling Him to mind, the truth as it is stated in verse 27, would be more realised than at any other time. 

    JCSWould it be right to say that a person coming in and sitting down in a back seat would be able to take account of the orderly procedure? But he would not be able to gauge the feelings or the affections of the saints in regard of the Lord Jesus. 

    JTThat is right; and it helps as to the position when we are together in assembly. Christ in you is amplified as we partake of the Lords supper. It is amplified in the saints. It is not only that He is in our affections, but that He comes in because of conditions, and is there in a more concrete way than at any other time. Only a spiritual eye can discern that; the ordinary person, as you say, might see and admire the order  he might be affected by the assembly order  but this mystery he could not discern. 

    PLWould this be in keeping with the thought in John 14: 22? The question is asked as to how the Lord will manifest Himself to them and not to the world. 

    JTThat enters into what we are saying. The Lord says, If any one love me, and then He speaks about the word: he will keep my word. 

    Earlier He said, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him. But when the question is raised how He manifests Himself to us and not to the world, then the Lord changes from commandment to word. He will keep my word, and then the Father and the Son come, meaning that the mind of God is understood as to the conditions suited to divine Persons. The commandments would separate us from what is wrong in christendom, but the word would lead us to the inward side of things; what the mind of God is as to conditions suited to Him, and that is beyond the range of the ordinary mind. A passage that helps as to all this is Exodus 24, where we are told that Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel were invited up to the mount, pointing to a realm beyond the natural, where they saw the God of Israel, and what was under His feet. 

    JCSWould the commandment to which you referred fit in somewhat with the order of 1 Corinthians, and the word with the Colossian point of view? 

    JTThe word is more Colossians and Ephesians. 

    PLLet the word of the Christ dwell in you richly  would that link up with it? 

    JTIt would. Colossians is an entering epistle, that is, it treats of conditions in us enabling us to enter on the divine ground, to go over Jordan. Ephesians opens up to us what is beyond. In that epistle you are immediately introduced to the heavenly position, you are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies. It is the heavenly position, but Colossians is the entering in, the crossing of the Jordan. 

    GCChrist in you the hope of glory would give a totally different outlook from the natural, which would be apprehended only by those who are spiritual. 

    JTI think that helps. Christ in you involves that He has a place in our hearts day in and day out, and He gives us to understand that as He is loved by us, there is something beyond. It is not to set us up here where we are, but there is something beyond. That is what the Lord Jesus would do for us, and transferring the thought to the saints, as assembled, the same thing would apply in an increased measure. That is, as He is apprehended in the Supper  as He comes in  we realise there is something beyond. He is apprehended in our minds as present and He conveys this. All He says to the disciples in John 13 - John 16 has the same thing in mind, that there is something always bearing on what is beyond, what He is going into, and what would be for us there. 

    JFSHave you in mind that these chapters give us the inward position, as in John? 

    JTThey do. Matthew, Mark, and Luke give us the external position  the actual procedure at the institution of the supper, which John omits. In entering on these chapters John says that it was before the passover. It is not a question of what happened outwardly in relation to religious dates or observances: that can be noted by the natural eye. This is what is inward. What we are speaking of now is particularly needed. Often as to the ministry there is the complaint. We do not follow, we do not understand; but the primary concern is that what is said should be the truth. If it is not understood, then it is a question of where we are spiritually. This epistle is to make us spiritual; mainly by presenting Christ in His personal greatness in chapter 1; then to show that He is in our hearts  He is loved by us  and that this is mysterious and involves glory  the hope in our hearts is glory. Then in chapter 2 the things that would hinder us from following on into the glorious realm are dealt with. 

    PLWould chapter 1 be like the ark two thousand cubits distant, emphasising the glory of the Person, and chapter 2 the descent, the way made for Israel through Jordan  disabilities cleared so that we may go over? 

    JTThat is what this epistle teaches. Great things were to happen, Joshua stresses that great things were to happen at that time; and that is where we are defective; we are not on the alert for these great things. 

    FSIs that the thought in the section referred to in Johns gospel where the Lord says, Rise up, let us go hence, the ark is going to move? 

    JTExactly. That is the end of chapter 14. 

    JCSDoes the breaking of bread prepare the way for this transference to the spiritual or inward situation? 

    JTThat is what I think; indeed, there is nothing clearer than that. The breaking of bread is a public matter; it is properly in the wilderness. That has often been asserted, and it cannot be asserted too often; that it is a public matter here, where Christ is not. It is because He is not here that it is celebrated. He, having already a place in a general way in our hearts, seizes the opportunity to come in when our minds are disengaged from all else and engaged with Him in the memorial. All that happens in our minds. It is not in an external way at all, it is in our minds, and in that way the idea of Christ among us is amplified. If we take the type, Jehovah says to Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee. Christ is magnified amongst us; He becomes greater and greater on these lines, so that He absorbs us and asserts His rights amongst us. 

    AMHHence, dead and risen with Christ is true to faith all through the week. Your thought is that there should be a movement on these lines in the power of the Spirit when we are gathered together. 

    JTThat is what I thought we might see, that Johns gospel shows how an opportunity may be seized, or taken advantage of. As, for instance, Mary of Bethany took advantage of the opportunity to anoint the Lord for His burial some days before He died. This anointing would properly be as He was about to die, but it is as if she realised she might not have an opportunity again, and she seized it, as seen in John 12. I believe the idea may be connected with the Lord Himself, that in His love He takes advantage of an opportunity and the Lords supper gives Him that. Our minds are disengaged at that time. We are wholly engaged with one thought, that He is not here; and that is why we call Him to mind. There is an action of our minds, and He seizes that opportunity to come in in a way that He has not done ordinarily. Then there is the magnifying, as we are told in the book of Joshua. Whatever the Lord may do as amongst us, we make way for Him. He becomes more and more. 

    JCSSo that spiritually every eye and every heart turn towards Him, and although there is no external appearance, yet very great things are taking place in the affections of the saints. 

    JTExactly. The religious ceremony called holy communion is what is external, and nothing else, what can be seen and heard by the natural mind and ear. But in the assembly there is an inward action, calling the Lord to mind, and an understanding and realisation of His presence: that is what is stressed here. This mystery, the apostle says, is Christ in you the hope of glory. 

    EBMcCWould you say that He had become magnified to the apostle so that he announces Him; admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ? 

    JTYes. You can see how He was magnified in the apostles mind in writing the letter. When he comes to chapter 2, he is greatly impressed with what he had in mind, saying, I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. This is a passage that requires special attention, because it is really preparatory to what we are speaking of  the saints are to be knit together in love. 

    JCSKnit together in love. Does that supply the conditions necessary for the Lord to present Himself to us in this way? 

    JTIn 1 Corinthians we have the order as to the Lords supper, and the order of ministry in chapter 12. Then it comes to love and the apostle speaks about showing it. Yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence. It was not there, so he had to describe it, but he does not do that here. Evidently there was a better state at Colosse, and he presses that what they understood might apply in increased measure. Indeed, they had love for all the saints, and they had love in the Spirit. So that the thing was known there, he did not need to describe it, as he did to the Corinthians, but his prayer was that it should increase, that locally they should be united together in it. 

    PLDoes the Lord crown the teaching of chapters 13- 16 of John with a prayer in chapter 17, after the order of Pauls here: That they all may be one? 

    JTThat is the same thought; knit together in love is constructive. The loaf denotes that we are one body, for all are partakers. What we do is to remind us of what we are to one another; and it is a great thing to take up that attitude, as we sit together in partaking of the Lords supper. 

    GCThese are the conditions that are inviting to the Lord, and from which He would not stay away. 

    JTYou may be sure that He will come. That is just the point to reach  what He will do and He will not do. 

    AMHIs there a rising note in the understanding of the mystery of God? 

    JTI should think so. Unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God. The idea is advance in riches, in full knowledge, as if conditions now were such that he could bring this forward. There is full assurance of understanding to the full knowledge of the mystery of God. 

    AMHI was wondering whether that was necessary for the proper development of what you have before you  not only Christ loved in our hearts and our being knit together, but the knowledge of the mystery of God, what God would have us know of Himself. Then there is more for the Lord to operate upon, for not only is Christ brought into evidence amongst us, but God Himself would become very great to us, would He not? 

    JTAnd then the mystery of God. The mysterious side of christianity is much spoken of in Scripture, and yet, speaking for oneself, how little it is known and taken in! Here it is the mystery of God. 

    CCCA practical point of importance, if one gathers something of what is in your mind, is that the order of the Lords supper may be proceeding in a defined way that is right, but a certain spiritual sensitiveness may be absent, which if present, would have made room for the movements of the Lord and His disclosures, and thus the best is lost from the occasion. 

    JTThat is right. We should not minimise the early part of the meeting. The assembly is so pleasing to the Lord. My assembly  the very initial thoughts of it are pleasing to Him. As spiritually one approached the tabernacle from the wilderness, one would note that the camps were all apart at respectful reverential distances. As one looked out on, or approached, the tabernacle with a spiritual eye, one would be affected. And the Lord is affected as He sees the idea of the assembly taking form even in its public character. I believe from the time when we begin to move from our houses, the Holy Spirit would serve us in that very connection in the anointing. All is to be in holy dignity as we move forward to come together in assembly. It is all pleasing to the Lord, but more particularly when we sit down. It is attractive to Him, even the order of it. I believe that the loaves  the shew-bread in the types  indicate how He looks at it. In Exodus it is the bread of the presence, not so much the order, as the presence of the saints in their position inside, so that God sees them. In Leviticus, the loaves are set in rows  six in a row  anointed with frankincense and always, as it were, fresh, for the loaves were removed every sabbath by Aaron, and I think that is what is alluded to in this chapter. The order of the saints, as meeting together, not only because it is the right thing to do, but because we are united in love. That is, it is a living state of things; Christ in us, delightful to the eye of God, and that is what is alluded to in verse 5. Then there is the more inward side of things, the apprehension of what is wholly spiritual. So that we have Christ presented to us here as the One in whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily. Then it says, ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority. These are all great spiritual thoughts and the understanding of them is open to us. The type says, Jehovah magnified Joshua. This helps as to what is before us. So in the assembly, as we go through and the time has come to disperse, Christ is greater in our eyes, and we feel spiritually greater. We feel we have had to do with wonderful things and are enlarged; it is not only a question of order, but of what we see inwardly. 

    JCSYou have spoken of spiritual emotions; would you connect that idea with the inward side, the influence of all the wealth upon our spirits? 

    JTWell, the Psalms help us as to worshippers, how the psalmist regarded what was inside; what a day in the courts of God was; what the sanctuaries were, as Asaph speaks of them! These things are written for us, to impress us with what is available to us, so that in assembly we get the good of them; and not only that, but we are enriched, able to worship, able to take part in what the Lord has in His mind. The fact that He is stated to be Head of all principality and power is a great thought. It is not that this is to be operative in the assembly, but in chapter 1 He is Head of the assembly, and this feature becomes operative, as we are in assembly. 

    JCSIs it to emphasise the greatness of the Person who comes in, that He is spoken of as Head of all authority? 

    JTYes, it is how Christ enters into the position. Whatever magnifies Him in our minds is to subdue and enlarge us. 

    PLSuch an expression affords spiritual latitude therefore to dwell upon His glories and greatness in infinite variety. 

    JTI think that is what is meant in Joshua being magnified. 

    EBDo you mean variety on any given occasion or on successive occasions? I just ask because we have been accustomed to the thought that it was necessary to see in what particular character the Lord would present Himself and follow that up. 

    JTYes. If He has to attend to any conditions amongst us that are contrary to the occasion, then it is not so much a question of magnifying Him, but of His service, and He is ready to serve us. But then the Spirit of God would bring in thoughts of Him, all to magnify Him in our eyes and to displace ourselves and any thoughts we may have that might hinder; so that you see it is all a question of Christ; what He leads to. We find that in the type, the whole twelve tribes are in mind  an important matter, that we are not unduly local. Whilst the bread may denote our local units, it also denotes the unity of the saints on earth and I believe that is what is meant in the type; the twelve must be there. The two and a half tribes did not go over, as all the other tribes did, but they went over representatively in the forty thousand warriors, and they are mentioned as they pass over. There must be the whole thought of God in our minds. 

    GCIn him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Such an expression makes Christ very great to our hearts and outside of Him there is nothing for the saints. All these things are brought within our range in that Person. 

    JTThat is exactly what is stated, so as to shut out any thought of mentality, or rhetoric, or music, in a fleshly way, or ceremonialism; philosophy, too, is mentioned here. All these things are shut out, so that there is nothing to mar the occasion. The Lord is free to move according to His own mind. All these things are dealt with effectually. 

    JFSThat would lead us on to what we have in chapter 3: 11  Christ is everything, and in all. 

    JTThat is in relation to the new man. Here it is the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Christ bodily; that is, within our range. And then as to ourselves, we are complete in him. He is on our side, so there is nothing lacking in the position. 

    JCSDoes that refer to the assembly  complete in him? 

    JTIt means that we are full  filled full, as in the margin. There is nothing lacking in Him, so that all ceremonialism and philosophy is shut out as unnecessary  not only as evil, but it is unnecessary. There is no need for it. 

    AMHIt is coupled with circumcisions is it not? If we are complete in him, I suppose we must accept the other side  the circumcision. 

    JTThat is right, the putting off the body of flesh  the totality of it in the circumcision of Christ. So that in the type in Joshua, we come on to what we have been saying, we come to chapters 3 and 4  the stones in Gilgal  and then circumcision in chapter 5. 

    SFWould this teaching preserve the saints from being beguiled by what is of man, and hence detrimental to christianity proper? 

    JTThat is the intent, and of course the teaching has its application to us in our general position, in our every-day position, but it has peculiar force when we are together, because these things viewed in that way in our minds would interfere with the service. 

    FSIs the body of flesh the full range of things in which the flesh finds its life? 

    JTI think it is more the flesh itself as a power, if allowed. Philosophy and vain deceit allow the flesh, whereas in the circumcision of Christ it is put off as before God. 

    JCSWe have the body of his flesh in the former chapters. 

    JTHere it is the body of the flesh, the totality of it  the body means the whole thing. It is the flesh in me, here the power that works religiously, or philosophically. It is the flesh in these settings, but it is the totality of it. 

    FSThere is nothing of it that is worth keeping. 

    JTWell, exactly, and it is what is evil, too. God has dealt with it effectively in the circumcision of Christ. The type of course, helps us, because the sharp knives are to show that the thing is thoroughly dealt with, there is the rolling away of the reproach of Egypt. Then what comes into view is the old corn, which means that we are now moving on to Christ. Not the Christ who was here  the same Person, of course, but in another condition. It is Christ, according to the type in Joshua, as indigenous to heaven. It is Christ as He is up there, not simply as He was during the forty days, but as He is up there  that is, the old corn  what is there. 

    EBWhat distinction would you make between Christ as up there, and what He was during the forty days? 

    JTWhat He was during the forty days was educational; it was not final. It is the same Christ, personally, the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come (Hebrews 13: 8), as to His Person. But as to His condition, there are variations, and we have to make room for Christ in glory  glorified Christ. So that Philippians speaks of his body of glory  we are to be conformed to His body of glory. 

    JCSWould the old corn of the land embrace the idea of eternal purpose? 

    JTYes. It is indigenous to heaven. The old corn means the stored corn, it is presented in that way, Christ as food, but Christ as there already. Not the manna, the manna ceased, we are told. Nor is it the shew-bread, which was for the priests. It is Christ as food for heavenly people, that we may be sustained up there. Think of the greatness of that thought, that you can be sustained up there! You are equal to the place, the food sustaining you in it. 

    QuesWould thoughts as to the Lords greatness be expressed to Himself or to the Father? 

    JTIt is quite in order to speak, as in the assembly, to the Lord as known thus. It is what we should do, but if He is on our side, leading us on to, or in, the service of God, then the Father is before us. We have to bear in mind that the assembly as convened has the service of God in view, and if we are going on to that then it is a question of speaking to the Father or God as Christs Father. 

    I think there ought to be ample room in our assembly services for reciprocated affections, in word from our side, between Christ and the assembly. But at the same time ever having in mind that it is a question of the service of God, and that His office as amongst us in that connection is Minister of the sanctuary, and that His face is towards God, as our faces are. So that we proceed to speak to God, and we speak of Christ to God; but then we ought to be able to speak to God as to Himself, what He is. 

    JCSDo you think that calls for more spiritual power? 

    JTWell, it does, and the object of this meeting is to stir up interest in spirituality. The order of the assembly is fairly well understood, I think, with the exception that we are apt to bring in ceremonialism. That is, certain limitations and rules which would check the flow of life, the free action of life. But generally, the Lord has helped us as to order, but what is needed is spirituality, and the forty days of the Lords sojourn here, I believe, are intended to teach us spirituality, they are educational. 

    CCCThe forty days suggest a sphere of great liberty for the Lord in His movements amongst His own, which practically we may restrict by holding on to order in our minds. This may be correct in itself, but hampering the Lord in His movements. 

    JTWell, I think that is a good remark, because Acts, which has the assembly in mind, begins with this, that the Lord presented Himself living. He presented Himself to His disciples living, and we must not interfere with that. He intends Himself to be seen and known in a certain way at any given time. We want to get that, and we do not want to restrict it. If it be only a question of Himself presented, we shall have a good meeting. Pauls allusion to His appearings show that we must give the Lord scope, that He may appear. He wishes to have scope to appear to us, to have to say to us. 

    EBWould that answer to the manifestations in the end of John? Would it be the same sort of idea? 

    JTIt is the same idea as in the three manifestations in John 20 and 21, but it must be remembered that two of these were corrective. The first is the normal one; the one in chapter 20. I think the two subsequent ones are to encourage us that the Lord may turn a corrective service on His part into a manifestation; He leaves us with an impression that carries with it a new view of Himself. 

    JCSI think that is very encouraging and it should help to preserve our spirits, for sometimes we get ruffled when things do not go just as we have expected. 

    JTSo if there is subjection in the meeting, even a low state will bring out a ministration from the Lord which may be viewed as a manifestation; you see Him in a new way. One has often seen that in the meetings. 

    There are many other things here that time does not permit of dealing with. There is the thought of our taking the ground of being risen on the principle of faith, and then quickened, which is not a matter of faith, but of power. The Spirit of God has operated so as to stir up and enliven our affections. That is a matter of power, but the resurrection is a platform which we are to take up on the way to the great thought of glory in the assembly. 

  
    HEADSHIP (3) (JT 52)

    Colossians 1:18; Colossians 2:9,10; Colossians 2:14; Colossians 2:19; 1 Samuel 5:1,5; 1 Samuel 17:48,51

    JTThe brethren no doubt will have followed the order of the meetings so far and the distinctions made as to headship. First, Christ Head over all things to the assembly which is His body, His fulness, as connected with Genesis 1; and then Christ Head of the assembly, involving union as seen in Ephesians 5, Genesis 2, and Genesis 24. What is to be considered now in Colossians is the headship of Christ in relation to His personal glories, glories attached to Him as Man, involving His Deity. In view of this I hope we shall see certain things to be taken out of the way, and especially that principalities and powers are spoiled (Colossians 2: 14, 15). The handwriting of ordinances has been taken out of the way, God having nailed it to the cross; and having made a show of principalities and powers publicly. He has led them in triumph by it. 

    The passages in 1 Samuel were read to illustrate how principalities and powers were spoiled, typified in the Philistine god and in Goliath the military champion. David took the head of the giant to Jerusalem, and in this way he made a show of them publicly; thus making way for true headship. This corresponds with the allusion to Satans head in Genesis 3, that the seed of the woman should crush it. 

    CHHSo then, union would not be brought out in Colossians 1: 18? 

    JTNo, that Christ is said there to be Head of the body, the assembly, is not to bring out what accrues from His headship, but that He has that glory along with other glories. That chapter speaks of many glories and among these glories is His headship of the assembly. 

    AEHDoes the word firstborn link on with the idea of first place? 

    JTYes. All these glories, giving Him first place in all things, witness to His Deity. They are predicated of Him as Man. Thus His Deity in manhood is asserted in the strongest way. 

    ANWIs not the Colossian letter corrective while Ephesians is more constructive and carrying the great divine thoughts through to finality? 

    JTThat is right. Ephesians is the full thought, completeness. The Colossians were getting on well, but they were in danger of philosophy and vain deceit, and hence needed the truth of Christs headship. 

    NBWhat is involved in the thought of the beginning? 

    JTIt would mean that He must be first in everything. It is a remarkable statement without qualification, firstborn from among the dead following it. He was not simply at the beginning. He was the beginning. 

    NBDoes the beginning of the creation of God, in the letter to Laodicea allude to this thought? 

    JTYes, only in the verse before us He is the beginning, without saying of what. Hence nothing could be before Him. The epistle to the Colossians was to be read in the assembly of Laodiceans (chapter 4: 16). Alas, how far they got away from the truth of it! 

    HBIs it like the root of David? 

    JTYes; David sprang out of Him. 

    GATHe had no beginning. 

    JTThat is a strong statement of His Deity. We have also That which was from the beginning, but here He is the beginning. Not only was He in it, but everything originated in Him. 

    ANWHeadship is given to Him as Man in Ephesians, but in Colossians He is Head; that is, in virtue of who He is. 

    JTIn Colossians He is Head in virtue of what He is personally; all these glories belong to Him and there are other glories not mentioned here. What a great vessel the assembly is, seeing that in her, as the fulness of Christ, all of these glories are to be displayed! 

    HPRDo the first three verses in the gospel of John bring out the thought, in the beginning? 

    JTThey link on; in the beginning He was there, that is the first thing stated. He was a divine Person. He was God. 

    CCTIs the thought more clearly defined in Revelation 1, I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last? 

    JTWell, He was the First. No one was before Him; He was the Alpha and the Omega; the beginning and the end. He was the first to speak, and will be the last; He is still speaking. It is The Lord God ... the Almighty in Revelation 1; Deity, in which, of course, Christ has part. He who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. He is the beginning and exists eternally; was is historical, is to come is future, but is is present, and without beginning and without end: Deity. 

    LESWould you say that the glory of His headship in Colossians is brought in over against every rival, so as to draw out the affections of the saints? Like the word to Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel. 

    JTYes; and that is why such a meeting as this should affect us. The fact that we belong to the assembly should move us as the glories of Christ, who is our Head, are presented to us. 

    CHHIs His incarnation involved in verses 18 - 20? 

    JTIncarnation and the special glories that attach to His Person in it are seen in verses 13 to 20. He is the Son of the Fathers love, in whom we have redemption. The statements down to verse 20 are intended to stress the greatness of His person. It is Christ as Man, but these things could be stated of Him only because He is God. The Colossians were to be impressed by these glories; in the new man Christ is everything, and in all, Colossians 3: 11. These personal glories make way for Him, shutting out all others from the minds of the saints. Redemption was necessary for this; through Him the Godhead reconciled all things to Itself. Believers, It has also reconciled in the body of his flesh through death; to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it. Chapter 2 shows that certain things contrary to us have been removed judicially: as we have noted, the handwriting of ordinances God has taken away, having nailed it to the cross; having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it (chapter 2: 14, 15). Thus the way is cleared for Christs place as Head over all things. He exercises power against idolatry. Thus Dagon fell before the ark; the ark, typical of Christ, has power to overthrow the Philistine system of idolatry. The head of Dagon and both palms of his hands were cut off (1 Samuel 5: 4). 

    AEHDoes the word publicly refer to what is open, so that its false glory is exposed and hence its prestige is lost? 

    JTQuite so; that is why christianity involved the overthrow of idolatry. The result is far-reaching. The ark was set in the house of Dagon and when they of Ashdod arose the next day Dagon had fallen on his face, showing that he had no power to stand before the ark. But on the second night God shows His power and complete ability to displace any rival system, so that they found Dagon with his head cut off, and also the palms of his hands; only the fish-stump was left. The manifestation of the power of God had a very definite effect on the followers of Dagon in that neither the priests of Dagon or any that came into his house tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day (verse 5). It will be noted that the effect of these remarkable signs on the Philistines was not repentance, but, on the contrary, superstition. 

    AEHSo that Dagon and Goliath represent the public side of things, and now we can judge them and have them displaced in our souls to make way for the headship of Christ? 

    JTYes. The fall of Dagon was known publicly. God does things publicly, and that is why the testimony of the apostles had such great effect, bringing down the world by their signs and teachings. Christianity was thus proved to be superior to judaism and idolatry. Seeing the signs done by the apostles, many believed on Christ. Apollos convinced the Jews publicly, and Paul says he taught at Ephesus publicly and in every house, Acts 20: 20. 

    ANWIs it not interesting how the apostle enforces Deity at Athens to overthrow the idolatry there? Although he refers to Him. He does not name the Lord Jesus; it is God. 

    JTQuite so. It is God, who is going to judge the habitable earth in righteousness by the Man whom He has appointed, giving the proof of it to all in having raised Him from among the dead. 

    GATWould you say that before I give up anything I must discredit it in my own soul? 

    JTYes; God would have us give up worldly things and hence He discredits them in our souls. Dagon fell on his face; this did not shake the Philistines confidence in him for they set him up again. Rome was exposed through the Reformation and more particularly through the revival of the truth in the last century, but the evil was set up more boldly than ever in the Bull of Infallibility. Dagon was a public shame, but the Philistines, unconverted, advanced further in this error on superstitious lines. They could not deny that there was nothing but a stump left, yet they carried on by utter superstition; they would not tread on the threshold where their idolatry was exposed. 

    ANWDo not handle, do not taste, do not touch, Colossians 2: 21. 

    JTQuite so; legalists would impose their restrictions, ignoring that such were taken out of the way in the cross of Christ. 

    AEHSuperstition can only exist in the presence of darkness. 

    JTYou can see by these references what has to be encountered, what christianity had to encounter in the beginning. And now that christendom has gone back to paganism we see what christians today have to do to remove darkening things. 

    CHHThe public position of evil is seen in Timothy, but their folly shall be completely manifest to all (2 Timothy 3: 9). 

    WGTThe ark has been disregarded according to 1 Samuel; the recovery of it would refer to the truth of the Person of Christ. Is that what is in mind in bringing in the ark? 

    JTYes. The Philistines had captured the ark, but God restored it through David. Then the Lord awoke as one out of sleep, like a mighty man that shouteth aloud by reason of wine; and he smote his adversaries, Psalm 78: 65, 66. He restores the ark and sets up David. So today there is recovery of the truth of Christs Person and of the truth generally; and those possessing it in any measure are responsible to seek to lead their brethren out of the current captivity. The Lord has taken certain things that were against us out of our way and we must not go back to them. The Colossians were in danger of admitting the revival of what had been nailed to the cross. 

    ANWLet none therefore judge you in meat or in drink, Colossians 2: 16. Would you say a word to balance that, as to my consideration for a weak brother? 

    JTWell, we have to consider a weak brother, as taught in Romans 14: him that is weak in the faith receive, and, let not him that eats not judge him that eats: for God has received him. It is a question of thoughtful love and had more force at the beginning when converts were coming in from judaism and heathendom. Young believers who had views from earlier teaching not quite according to the liberty of the gospel, but not self-willed in what they held, were to be charitably considered. They were weak in the faith, but they were in it. All were to be considerate of each other. Patient love is always needed. As time is given for teaching and growth, all will see eye to eye. But if any one is persistent in a wrong thought it should be made clear that his conscience cannot rule the saints. What may be borne with in a young believer may be leaven in an older one who would force his views on others. Thus an insistent vegetarian or prohibitionist would be leavened. 

    AEHIt becomes a kind of system, a working of evil that is seen in painful results in gathering others into its views. 

    NBWould you help us a little as to not holding fast the head, Colossians 2: 19? 

    JTIn Colossians the first great feature of our subject is the glories of Christ as in chapter 1, as we have been speaking of them. They lead to the thought that He is Head. Head here is not exactly official, not what Christ is made, but it is that in virtue of who He is He, becomes all to us  He is Head. We are morally lifted up in the knowledge of the greatness of the Person who is our Head. 

    CHHIs that why the word therefore is used in Colossians 2: 16? Would it imply that these glories substantiated in our souls would liberate us from all these things? 

    JTQuite so. Let none therefore judge you in meat or in drink; we are to be governed by the principles taught in this chapter. 

    CCTWe find slow progress with some brothers and sisters. Is this because we do not take in the glories of which you have been speaking? 

    JTThat is right; and the general instruction is much neglected. The epistles are written largely to remove what hinders, and to promote growth by presenting what is positive. One great fact is that the Father has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light; and He has delivered us from the authority of darkness. Darkness had authority over our souls  paganism, judaism, and such like. The Father delivered us from all that and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love, the supreme Object for all our affections. The Son of the Fathers love is one of the most beautiful expressions. Solomon was a type of Christ thus viewed. The extension of that is in the book of Proverbs, tender and an only one, Proverbs 4: 3. He was a special object of affection to his parents; Jehovah loved him and he was called Jedidiah for Jehovahs sake. 

    PGJohn was in the Lords bosom. 

    JTYes; John knew divine love. Christ is the only-begotten Son, in Johns gospel; it also says, The Father loves the Son. Believers are translated into His kingdom. How attractive to be under the rule of such an One; the rule of love! Proverbs opens it up to us, showing how one who is conscious of being a son can speak to sons. For example, My son, give me thy heart (Proverbs 23: 26), a good word for young christians. Psalm 45 says, My heart is welling forth with a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. By such compositions help is afforded for young christians to see Christ in His glory. Colossians 1 presents many of His glories as we have seen. 

    BPWould verses 12 and 13 provide conditions that are essential in the assembly for Christ to be recognised as Head? 

    JTThat is right: giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light (verse 12). That is what the Father has done, and all to the end that we might be ready for our part in the great range of glory. 

    WGTDoes the fitness contemplate that we are in fellowship with the saints? 

    JTThat is what is meant; who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, that is our portion. So that we can walk in the light as God is in the light and have fellowship one with another (1 John 1:7). 

    ANWIn whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, Colossians 1: 14. The forgiveness of sins is a very sweet thought, is it not? 

    JTIt relieves us in our consciences; thus we are free to enter into the great relationships and glories mentioned. 

    AEHIf I am conscious of my relationship with the Father, would the main effect of it be joyfulness in me? That my joy may be in you, and your joy be full, the Lord says (John 15: 11). 

    JTThat is it; the things connected with the Father. How blessed to know that the Father loves you! The Father himself has affection for you, the Lord said. 

    SWPIs the knowledge of this great love involved in the word translated, (verse 13)? It is not a mere movement on my side, it is the Fathers action. Who has ... translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. I am conscious of the Fathers pleasure in the action, am I not? 

    JTJust so. The thought of translation into the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love is very beautiful, enhancing the glories of Christ in our souls. 

    SCAs to your reference to Solomon, is not Davids concern chiefly to get the people to see that his son is young and tender? 

    JTYes, he is a remarkable babe. There is hardly any like him in the sense of the love shown to him. He is, of course, a type of Christ; and so we are translated into the kingdom of that One. It is not, however, 

    a house, but a kingdom. Proverbs is a most helpful book for young people to look into on this line. It affords counsel and love, but it also involves rule. 

    CCTWould you say a little more about the kingdom of the Son of his love. 

    JTAccording to the words used, it is a sphere of dominant love; love rules in it; love active in an authoritative way characterises it. As I said, Proverbs opens it up to us. It is the kingdom of One who is a Son to His Father, who addresses us as sons. Matthew 11 fits in here; there the Lord praises the Father for revealing His things to babes. He says, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. Yea. Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight, Matthew 11: 25, 26. Then He says, Come to me, that is the Son of the Fathers love. The Father is operating in babes. He is translating them into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 

    CHHIn the next chapter of Matthew He is seen as one greater than Solomon, behold, more than Solomon is here, Matthew 12: 42. 

    JTYes; chapter 11 is introductory to the chapters immediately following. It is not only what He is personally, but also what was there in the babes, in the circle which He calls His brethren at the end of chapter 12. All was centred in Himself. How pleasing they were to Him! His relatives were without and wanted Him to come to them, but He would say, Let them come to Me. That was not their thought; they would have Him come out to them; that, however, would be interfering with His service and breaking up the circle within. How beautiful is the incident recorded in Mark! Looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him, he says, Behold my mother and my brethren. They did the will of God. The Spirit having come, this circle continues. It took form in the assembly; in it normally believers find in a practical way salvation and life. 

    GATIs Mary here governed by what is natural? 

    JTQuite so; many nominally in fellowship are governed by natural feelings; they make more of the natural than of the spiritual. 

    LESWould not Isaiah 33: 16, 17 bear on this? He shall dwell on high, the fortresses of the rocks shall be his high retreat; bread shall be given him, his water shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty; they shall behold the land that is far off. 

    JTThat is a touching scripture, the King in His beauty. Song of Songs 3: 11 corresponds, Go forth, daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart. In both scriptures He is presented in His attractiveness. That we may arrive at these things we are told in Colossians that certain obstacles are taken out of the way so that we might be in liberty. Let none therefore judge you ...; this links on definitely with what is before us in headship. Christ as Head of the body involving that the body is of Him; it is not a human development. As Eve was of Adam so is the body of Christ; and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God, Colossians 2: 19. The subject is now squarely before us; we, as of the body, are to hold the Head. All supply depends on the Head. 

    GATDo you keep all this before you when dealing with things in the current religious systems? 

    JTYes; you are holding fast the Head as the attitude of your mind. It would disallow all human ecclesiastical and denominational arrangements. You learn to exercise your mind against all that is under these heads; you hold fast the Head, maintaining full scope for Christ in the mind. Christ as Head is thus known experimentally. 

    WGTIt would influence the mind of a believer; holding Christ as Head enables him by discernment to detect and refuse his own will. 

    JTQuite so; those in nunneries often appear very humble and chaste in their outward movements, but their wills are in this, not giving place to Christ as Head. Thus we are enjoined, Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels ... not holding fast the head (verses 18, 19). 

    NBIs departing from iniquity consequent upon this, or does it precede it? 

    JTIt precedes it; we must be clear of iniquity to come into Christs headship. In enjoying His headship I am not only subject, but I regard Him in my mind in a holy, affectionate and intelligent way. 

    LESWould the last verse of Romans 7 fit in with this as to the mind? So then I myself with the mind serve Gods law; but with the flesh sins law. 

    JTYes; the idea there is to eliminate all else but Gods law. That state is basic in the christian. It leads up to this truth, that I make room for Christ to influence me organically. 

    GATDoes that fit in with Colossians 3: 2: have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth? 

    JTThat is right. You have control over your mind; by holding the Head you can turn your mind away from corrupt things; you have power to do that. 

    ABDoes the last phrase of verse 15 of Colossians 2 advance the thought, leading them in triumph by it? 

    JTYes. In verse 12 you get the full thought as to power, In which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead (see footnote New Trans.). God has done all  raised Christ and quickened the saints with Him by His power, also taking out of the way the things mentioned in verses 14 and 15; and the cross is the means of it morally. 

    AEHWhy are the bands brought in here (verse 19)? 

    JTIt is an allusion to the human body, bands referring to ligaments; they hold other things together. We get a larger view in Ephesians 4: 15, 16: but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to the working in its measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love. There you get the whole body and it is from the Head that it increases. The human body is used to convey the idea of Christ and the assembly. The apostle felt the Colossians could follow him on this point, so he points out that what would hinder had been removed through the cross. Thus in holding the Head what is needful would flow in, which would produce in them the working out of the truth of the body in love. The Head functions to the increase of the body. It increases with the increase of God. 

    TSDo you think that we should constantly look for a manifestation of Christ in His body? The things of which you were just speaking might be on our side a hindrance to this. 

    JTQuite so. God has acted to remove them, and we accept that, and thus make room for Christ and nothing else. He is everything and all to us. 

    GATWhen you say, making room for Christ, what do you mean? 

    JTIt is very essential that we make room for Christ in our minds and affections. In a sense what is before us depends on love, being rooted and grounded in love. In chapter 2: 1 - 3 we see how essential it is that we hold the saints in our affections, not in any sense ignoring wrong or compromising with evil, but at the same time clothing the saints with Gods thoughts of them. 

    AEHWould Epaphras fill out the idea? His prayer was to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, Colossians 4: 12. 

    JTThat is right; he was a Colossian saint. Through him Paul evidently got to know their state. Paul knew that he was concerned about the state of the Colossians  that they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

    NBVerse 16 of the last chapter shows the circulation of which we have been speaking: And when the letter has been read among you, cause that it be read also in the assembly of Laodiceans, and that ye also read that from Laodicea. 

    JTPaul had also written a letter to Laodicea; it is worthy of note that he did not make one letter do for both assemblies, but he writes a letter to each assembly and both were to be read in Colosse and Laodicea. Evidently conditions in the two assemblies were similar. Thus ministry may deal with a district, although each assembly retains its local status. 

    SWPIs constitutional development in view in verse 19 of chapter 2: and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God? 

    JTYes; there can be no growth save as we hold the Head, from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to the working in its measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love, Ephesians 4: 16. That would be all the saints on earth; Colossians 2: 19 corresponds, as we have seen. 

    ANWThe increase would be in spiritual substance, I suppose. 

    JTJust so. And it is comforting to know that it is the whole body. What is going on in other countries affects us. 

    AEHIt would seem as though God would have us be in the very centre of all His present operations. I was wondering if chapter 2: 19 speaks of what is basic, things inaugurated by God? The negative side would have feasts, new moons, and sabbaths, darkening our minds; but believers holding Christ as Head, are set in the centre of the great system of glory inaugurated by God Himself. 

    JTYes; it is immense. And it is most important that this should be apprehended and maintained in our souls. We are in the midst of apostasy and hence the dense darkness. It is not simply the natural darkness in mens hearts, but a turning away from the true light which now shines  God known in Christ. Thus in christendom certain men are twice dead. 

    AEHYou are touching on Jude now. The maintenance of the truth is much more difficult now than at the outset. 

    JTYou feel the denseness of the darkness in this twice-dead condition. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness! Matthew 6: 23. 

    WGTThe fig-tree was to be cultivated for one more year. Is that what you had in mind? 

    JTThe fig-tree was to be cultivated for one more year (Luke 13: 6 - 9), which represents the longsuffering of God; But early in the morning, as he came back into the city, he hungered. And seeing one fig-tree in the way, he came to it and found on it nothing but leaves only. And he says to it, Let there be never more fruit of thee for ever. And the fig-tree was immediately dried up, Matthew 21: 18, 19. The fig-tree was thus dead, as cursed by the Lord. Apostasy has set in in Christendom and in due time God will confirm it there. For this reason God sends to them a working of error, that they should believe what is false, that all might be judged who have not believed the truth, 2 Thessalonians 2: 11, 12. The Lord says of Jezebel, Her children will I kill with death, Revelation 2: 23. That is an apostate condition, and it has already taken place. It is judicial fixedness and hence there is no hope. It is most solemn. 

    WGTWe have to look on persons here in a judicial way and not now as subjects of grace. 

    JTYes. The time of judicial fixedness is in Gods hand. When the Lord says, I will kill her children with death, that is final. Revelation 18 announces prophetically the destruction of that system. 

    GATIf a person is found amongst us suffering under the judicial dealings of God, what should be done as to him? 

    JTThat is a matter for discernment. John says, I do not say of that that he should make a request, 1 John 5: 16. He refers to a sin to death. There is no evidence that the Lord or the disciples prayed for Judas after he betrayed his Master. 

  
    RECONCILIATION (JT 56)

    Romans 11:15; 2 Corinthians 5:18 - 21; Colossians 1:20 - 22; Ephesians 2:16

    These scriptures, as you will observe, speak of reconciliation, and that will be the subject of my remarks. It is a word that, as it appears in Scripture, requires careful consideration to be understood. We cannot always rely on ordinary meanings of words employed in our English translations. We are dependent on the Spirit to give us understanding of words, as well as of phrases, sentences and books, for the Spirit of God employs language from His own point of view, bearing in mind, of course, our intelligences, so that what He says should be intelligible to us. But still it is in words which the Holy Spirit employs, and we have to get His point of view, comparing spiritual with spiritual. And so the word used in the passage in Romans 11 has to be understood contextually, for it does not mean that the world and all the persons that are in it as a system are reconciled. It means that God graciously regards it in that way for provisional reasons, as He regarded Jerusalem and the Jews in the early part of Acts as inadvertent manslayers. They were regarded as doing things in ignorance, God graciously so regarding them until they showed themselves afresh to be still unaltered, sending a message after the Lord Jesus by Stephen. We will not have this man to reign over us. That altered the position. Stephens address showed that the position was altered, that they had always resisted the Holy Spirit and were still doing so, although they had every opportunity to clear themselves, if they really did not mean what they had done in crucifying Christ. They were held in grace as ignorant of what they did, and no doubt they were, for the Lord on the cross says to the Father, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do, Luke 23:34. But still it came out that the more the import of what they did was brought home to them, the more they accepted it and convicted themselves as murderers of Christ, judged to be murderers by Stephen as pursuing the history of the nation from the outset. Ye do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers, ye also, Acts 7:51. 

    So that a change took place, and the apostle Paul says, ... wrath has come upon them to the uttermost, 1 Thessalonians 2:16, and so it is now with the world. John in his gospel regards the world as under the Lords ministry as judged, anticipating what I have been saying. Now is the judgment of this world, John 12:31, meaning the world as it stood in relation to the Jews. That world came to an end and has not been revived since. It is under wrath. Wrath has come upon them to the uttermost, says the apostle. The world in Romans 11:15 is the world from the Gentile point of view, the world taken up in the form it is in Daniel, and in relation to that world God sent Christ, and was in Him reconciling the world unto himself, 2 Corinthians 5:19? This indeed, as I was saying, included the Jewish world at the outset, but now that is altered. The word in this passage applies to the Gentile world. But God, in order to make a way for the gospel and to allay all prejudice, recognises it as, in a certain sense, under His ordering, for indeed it was He who ordered the Gentile monarchies. Their very existence is in view of the gospel. God has had the gospel in mind that it should be preached to the nations, and with a view to this, He ordered the world as it has been since the time of Nebuchadnezzar, presenting Christ to it, both in His Person and in the gospel, and the apostle goes so far as to say that the casting away of the Jews has meant the reconciling of the world; that is, it has come into the favour of God in a provisional sense. He, in grace, is not imputing trespasses. Not that His government does not enter into it, not that wrath is not in view as a background for the gospel, but, although regarding the world as in His favour in a sense. He has removed what would interfere with the proclamation and results of the gospel. He would remove every possible hindrance, in so far as it could be, notwithstanding what the world is and what men in it are. 

    The present moment has an extraordinary significance, for God is reviving in it the dispensation as He started it. Whatever the outward results of the testimony of the saints who have been restored may be, God is looking for a testimony to them, Matthew 10:18, as the Lord Jesus says. Whatever the results, God has a great regard for a testimony to them and He has restored the truth and many of His people to it, to the knowledge of Christ in heaven as Head, and He looks for it to be maintained, not only in a theoretic but in a very concrete way in our smaller measure. So it is that He has brought us back to these things, to the recognition of the powers that be, that they are ordained of God and that they are to be prayed for, that, in fact, we are to pray for kings and all that are in authority and give thanks for them and make intercession for them, for they are Gods ministers. Not that He would have any pleasure in continuing the world as it is on account of itself, not that He has any pleasure in the thing as it is, but rather to make a way for what He has before Him in the dispensation, that is, the dispensation of grace Whatever persons rule the world, it is the time of the Kingdom of God in which grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord, Romans 5:21. That is a most important thing, dear brethren, at the present time, because God would bring us clearly round to His own thought in the dispensation. Whatever changes are taking place in this world, God is saying that has nothing to do with it. He has not altered His position one iota. The throne of grace remains as firmly as ever, and the gospel goes out on that ground as clearly and freely as ever, so that in smaller measure the dispensation is maintained. That is a great point and God would lay it upon us. To illustrate this point in Romans 11, dear brethren, from the Old Testament, I would refer to Abraham because we nearly always get illustrations, or rather types, of the truth in the New Testament, in the Old; and usually in a way that makes the truth very practical to us. 

    So you get in Abraham, in the book of Genesis, the great idea of the attitude of God towards the world. He called Abraham out of it. There was a moral reason for that because, as it says in Romans 1:28, ... they did not like to retain God in their knowledge. He called Abraham out of it, but not to take him up to heaven at once  not to take him, as it were, away out of the world, that is the world as the creation. We have to distinguish between the world as representative of the creation, and the world as a moral system. It is said of the Lord Jesus that He came into the world and the world was made by Him. That is not the moral system, it is the world as ornamented in creation. God did not propose to take Abraham out of that. As soon as Abraham came out of the moral system, God says to him, Every nation on earth is to be blessed through you, Genesis 18:18. That is the idea of reconciliation. You can understand, dear brethren, how Abraham would think of the world from that point onwards. In Romans 4:13 we are told that Abraham is the heir of the world. Now, if I am an heir to an estate or a throne or a business the thing takes a very different aspect in my mind from what it would otherwise. I am coming into it. And so Abraham would look at the nations. How many there were! Whatever their names, he would look at the nations in that light. He would say, They are all mine in principle; it is only a matter of time. Well, so it is, dear brethren, that we are heirs to the world. All that heirship, of course, belongs to Christ. Christ is the heir. As was said in the parable, This is the heir, Matthew 21:38. He is the true Abraham, the heir of the world, and we are joint heirs with Him. And so in Abrahams case you see how he would look at the world henceforth. God says to a leading ruler at that time, Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, as regards this man Abraham, He is a prophet, Genesis 20:7. God would have the rulers of the world understand that the saints are not against them, and so He says to Abimelech, He shall pray for thee, Genesis 20:7. That was a great advantage to Abimelech, to have a man in his realm who was praying for him, whom God Himself designated as a prophet and said he would pray for Him. He was a priest as well. 

    You see, dear brethren, how that applies today. The Lord is in heaven. He is heir of the world and head of the nations, as indeed Simeon says, A light for the revelation of the Gentiles, Luke 2:32. He is brought into view, not for cursing but for blessing, that the blessing of Abraham might arrive at the nations. You see how the Lord Jesus thinks of them as He looks down from heaven. They are all His. He is heir of the world, and His solicitude Godward is in regard of the nations. We are to reflect that, dear brethren. That very great office or function is accorded to us, to pray in this attitude, not only that Christ is heir of the world but that we are joint heirs. I have no doubt that the continuance of the dispensations stands in relation to that, and that the revival of the truth in its varied parts stands in that relation, and that God would enlarge the brethren to see how the matter stands internationally. God would have us with Himself as His friends, as Abraham was His friend, so that He might communicate His mind to us in regard of these matters and that we might know how to pray, not with any national feeling, but as a heavenly people, as those who are waiting, but in the meantime would have the dispensation continued, for it is delightful to God to continue in this way to express His patience, for patience is a great attribute of God. ... the long suffering of our Lord is salvation, 2 Peter 3:15. God is not willing that any should perish, 2 Peter 3:9. This gives the saints a wonderful place in the eyes of heaven and, although men do not admit it, it is on their behalf, too. The continuance of things as they are is largely dependent on this great intercession of the Lord Jesus in heaven and ours upon earth. It is a wonderful platform, dear brethren, when we see this. It delivers us from all national feeling  which is really nothing. To us it is a question of laying hold of the heavenly ground we are on as priests of God and heirs of the world and joint heirs with Christ, and of being solicitous on behalf of the world. What is so interesting to us is that the gospel, in however small a measure or with whatever small results, should continue as a testimony. 

    So with Isaac and Jacob, but especially with Jacob. You see how he acted towards Pharaoh. You see how Joseph was installed as the head of Pharaohs kingdom. All that brings out what was promised to Abraham. All these were heirs with him of the same promise. They all carried on this great principle, and especially Jacob. That is, he had not only the principle, but he had the power to convey the principle when he stood before Pharaoh. How old are you? Genesis 47:8, says Pharaoh. Jacob, an old man, had already blessed the monarch, and had not asked his leave to do it, nor had the monarch forbade him to do it. He asked him about his age, and Jacob told him, but he was able to bless. You see what a place, dear brethren, the saints of God have in relation to this world, and how we may alter things that may be contrary to the testimony in this way. And so with Joseph, for it was no accident that he became lord of all Egypt. It was a divinely appointed matter. All these men carry out this great idea of the reconciliation of the world  in relation to Abraham, a figure of Christ as head of it. And so in Egypt God was not severe even with Pharaoh. God sent him a message and gave him an opportunity to let His people go. Let my people go, that they may serve me, Exodus 7:16. It was only when resistance to the revealed mind of God took place formally that God struck. So it is in our own times, and it may not be far distant, for things take place so quickly in this world. We do not know how long the thing will continue. Our business is to see to it that it does continue; that is, from the standpoint of joint heirs with Christ and priesthood to God, our prayers should continue. You see the magnitude of the position. Presently the whole position will be changed. When the saints leave, things will happen very quickly. In what is called a crisis, the whole world will veer round and Christianity will be overthrown, not only in principle but formally, officially, as it is in some nations today. Then it is that the divine attitude changes, and that this verse which I have read to you is no longer in force. In the meantime, our business is to continue on in the light of the dispensation in which we are as priests unto God. 

    The next thing I want to speak about is the ministerial side of this in 2 Corinthians 5. The apostle, as you will all know, in these epistles greatly stresses his ministerial authority. What corresponds in the Old Testament is the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and also Deuteronomy, but particularly Exodus. These are the ministerial books. What that means, dear brethren, is the idea of Romans 11:15; not only that it is in force, but that it is explained it is made intelligible by ministerial services. Ministerial services mean qualified, cultured, trained or taught persons to represent God in this world, That is what the apostle represents. As the apostle Paul says, ... all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ  alluding to himself particularly, to those that represent God  and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation, 2 Corinthians 5:18. He has given it to us. That is a very great thing. That is to say, to a trained ministry, fitted of God to represent Him and to make the thing plain and effective. How that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences, 2 Corinthians 5:19. Now he is bringing it round to effectiveness, and he says, We are ambassadors therefore for Christ, God as it were beseeching by us, we entreat for Christ, Be reconciled to God, 2 Corinthians 5:20. Be reconciled. It was not exactly saying that the Corinthians were not, although they were refractory. In practice they were not, yet in principle they were, as believers in the gospel. At the same time, their condition required that he should bring this to bear upon them. Be reconciled to God. Then he goes on to give the basis of it. Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us that we might become Gods righteousness in him, 2 Corinthians 5:21. What a basis! How well the apostle knew how to bring out the full bearing of that wonderful atoning sacrifice of Jesus, that it was not only a question of our sins but that we might be made the righteousness of God. Think of the greatness of that thought. Be made it. Not only that we should have it to appear before God, but that we should be the very expression of it. It will be so by and by. The Lord will point to us as the expression of His righteousness by and by, but surely it has a bearing today  that God can point to some people in this world as representative of His righteousness. Not only that they are made righteous, but that they are made the righteousness of God in him. Think of that! What a bearing it should have upon us in our practical ways and walk, that God, as it were, can point to us. 

    Perhaps it hardly enters into some of our hearts that God talks about us daily, and points to us, too. Satan is coming up constantly as he did in the days of Job. God said to Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job? Job 1:8. Is he the only saint that God brings forward in that way? No! It is to remind us that we are the subject of conversation in heaven, and that God thinks of us here in the place where He has set us and would call attention to us as He would to Abraham. We are told in the Psalms that he reproved kings for their sakes; saying, Touch not mine anointed, Psalm 105:14. He speaks to kings about us. How beautiful and great it is if God could call attention to me tonight in heaven, could call the attention of the devil and say, See that man (or any of us here). See what he is. Have you considered him? You may be sure that Satan has considered him all his life and God calls attention to the beautiful traits of His own work in His people. He says, Look at them. They are My righteousness. See how He challenged Balaam. Look at those people. You cannot curse those people. Who shall lay any thing to the charge of Gods elect? It is God that justifieth, Romans 8:33. Satan did, but God says they are justified. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel, Numbers 23:21. God says, Look at these people. They are made My righteousness. What a testimony that is! How attractive that is, that one should be such as the Lord could call attention to in that way. 

    And so in regard of this ministerial matter the types again help us. The book of Exodus, I believe, confirms and amplifies what I am saying. Moses is the great minister and represents the ministry, and much is made of him. There is more said of him, perhaps, than of any of the ministers of the Old Testament. What an interesting person he is! He was taken up from his infancy, and what a favour it was to Pharaohs court that God allowed that man to be in that court. Was that nothing? It was the way God looked at things. He provided a daughter in the house of Pharaoh and she was favourable. She represented in a certain way divine traits. She takes the babe and has compassion on the babe. Was that nothing? It was the work of God to take up that babe and place him in the house of Pharaoh for forty years. What a testimony! I do not say that Moses was very much, but he was Moses, and he was exceeding fair to God, we are told, before he wept. He was taken by a woman who had no antipathy towards him; she had compassion on the weeping child. She became his saviour for the moment and took him to the house of Pharaoh. There are many such today who, under the government of God, are in the world. What an advantage. But how many of them are acting like Moses? By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaohs daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, Hebrews 11:25. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, Hebrews 11:27. That is the minister. He is now away from Egypt. The wrath of the king has forced him out. The king is becoming more and more hardened against God, but it is the patience of God waiting upon him, and now from forty years up to eighty years of age Moses was in the desert under the eye of God in a preparatory school. He led the flock to the backside of the desert. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a thorn-bush, Exodus 3:2. That is, dear brethren, where we get the idea of the minister becoming reconciled. He came under the mind of God in a peculiar way. He turned aside to see why the bush burned and was not consumed. He turned aside to see it. It alludes to the humanity of Christ, to the incarnation. It alludes to what Israel had to go through in the desert, but there is Christ. God was in the bush  in the most lowly circumstances in the thorn-bush  and Moses stopped to look at that. He had been accustomed to great things in Pharaohs house, but now he is engaged with a lowly thing, a thorn-bush. But there is something present in that thorn-bush that the bush burned and was not consumed. It was a question of the humanity of Christ. The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us and we have contemplated his glory, John 1:14. It is in that way, dear brethren, that the minister comes in for reconciliation. I wonder if you understand what I am presenting. What was Moses under Gods eye as he turned aside? There never had been such a Moses before. It was a Moses occupied with Jesus, in type, I mean. Heaven saw it and heaven says, Moses, Moses, Exodus 3:4. Heaven is expressing itself in profound interest in this man. His name was never called out before the angel called it out. Jehovah did it. Moses is coming into reconciliation. He is identified in his mind with this great thing. He will come into it more and more. He will grow in it. But, as the apostle Paul says, he was being reconciled to God, not God to him. He was being reconciled to God. He was becoming delightful to God as never before. He is now in his mind taken up typically with Christ and so the process goes on. In Exodus 23 and 24 you see how Israel is come into reconciliation. First the minister and then those who are ministered to. The Lord would make this point to us. Do we understand this? Do we understand being brought into this attitude of reconciliation, that God looks upon us with the utmost complacency? It is because Christ has come into our minds. We are occupied with Christ as God has announced Him and has called attention to Him. I am going on with this, and you are going on with this, and you are pleasing to Me. You are not going on with anything else. You have grasped My mind and I am delighted with you. That is really what is meant. God says to Moses and Aaron and Nadab and Abihu and seventy of the elders of Israel, Come up, Exodus 24:1. Would He have them come up to His place to grieve His heart? No, beloved brethren. It is reconciled people, a people He would have before Him for His pleasure. That is the idea. They went up, and, we are told, they saw the God of Israel; and there was under his feet as it were work of transparent sapphire, Exodus 24:10. What a sight! It says they ate and drank and He did not lay His hand on the nobles. They were pleasing to Him. It is a question of Moses turning round first and occupying himself with what God presented to him. It is Christ in the bush, Christ incarnate, and Moses is occupied with it. God says, That is a wonderful thing you are occupied with and I want you to be thoroughly adjusted to it. Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, Exodus 3:5. Then there are wonderful unfoldings of God to him right through, and now he is invited up and others with him. Israel, in principle, are in reconciliation and are invited up into the presence of God and are perfectly free there. 

    Now I want to make some remarks about Colossians. Colossians 1:19, which precedes what I read, speaks about Christ being the dwelling place of all the fulness of the deity. The word deity is not there. The word fulness takes the place of the word greatness in Hebrews, meaning that Deity is referred to. All the fulness was there. It is not simply all the attributes, but God, the Deity, was there. It is not now the covenant God, it is the Deity  that is the Latin word. It means God in His absoluteness. We must get this word into our minds  I mean the idea of God in His infinite absoluteness. Paul has this always in mind. Of him, and through him, and for him are all things, Romans 11:36. 

    And so it says that in him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to itself, (as it should read, for it is a question of the neuter) having made peace by the blood of his cross, Colossians 1:20. You have to understand that expression. The cross had no blood. It alludes to the blood that flowed, not from the nail-prints, for that would not mean death in itself. Death took place before the blood flowed. That was properly atoning blood. It is the actual state of death that is in mind. Only John gives us that side. How significant! Paul calls it here the blood of his cross. It flowed while He was on the cross. What a death! The forsaking had taken place before, but now He is dead, in the state of death. A most solemn thing to think of. It is by that blood that peace is made. God has done that, and on that ground He is free. Now there is peace. He has taken away the things that would harass Him in His work of reconciliation. There is no disturbing element in persons or things in the whole universe. What a marvellous thought! The apostle goes on to say and you ... hath he reconciled, that is the Gentiles, we might say ourselves, for Colossians has the Gentiles in view. To present you holy and unblameable and unreprovable in his sight, Colossians 1:22. In His sight or in its sight, as it should read. That is, in the sight of the Deity, of the Godhead. Think of our being taken up so as to be delightful to the Deity, to God in His absoluteness. See the place we have, dear brethren. God has done that. 

    There is an if following. It shows how God had in His mind how very quickly this would be slipped away from. He has now revived it. It is His wish that we stand firmly in this great and glorious thought that He has reconciled us in the body of Christs flesh through death, to present us unblameable and unreprovable in His sight. In His sight. It is not now the reconciliation of the world, but what is in His sight, that is, what His eyes are resting upon, the saints viewed as holy and unblameable and unreprovable in His sight. There is nothing at all to reprove. One saint spoke of the joy of an unrebuking gaze from God. Think of being able to stand in the presence of that! In His sight, as it says. It is before Him in this passage. 

    Then in Ephesians we have the collective thought where it is stated that He has reconciled both  both Jew and Gentile, that is, believers from both Jews and Gentiles  in one body to God by the cross, Ephesians 2:16. Peace indeed has been made by the blood of His cross, but here the reconciliation is by the cross. The enmity is slain by it, too. This is a word for us as to our practical relations with one another. What I have been applying to each of us individually is to apply to us as together. The enmity must be slain. God has done it. He looks at it as done in regard to the Ephesians and in regard to the saints at that time, but in its practical application you can see that there must be the slaying of the enmity. Enmity is a terrible thing to creep in amongst the people of God and the slaying of it is by the cross. It is an exalted way of dealing with it. What shame, what ignominy entered into the cross and the sacrificial work of Christ, and all to deal with this horrid thing called the flesh, in which enmity towards one another is so apt to wreck and spoil reconciliation. He hath reconciled both in one body to God by the cross  slaying the enmity. Dear brethren, this is a very practical word, especially in the light of Matthew, the Lord Himself alluding there to a brother offering a sacrifice. He touches on many things in those chapters in Matthew 5, Matthew 6 and Matthew 7, and amongst these things says Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee,; one is pretty sure to remember there, for God is there. God is where sacrifice is being offered sincerely and if God be there He will search you through and through. How terrible a thing it is, dear brethren, to sit down together with enmity, with a sense that others have things against us. In the presence of God we are searched. Nowhere else are we searched in that way. And there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way. It makes everything of the gift. God is looking after it all the time you are away to see your brother. It is under His eye; it is your sacrifice. It has not lost its value because your brother has something against you, but He is testing you out as to what you are. There should be grace in us to overcome evil with good. That is victory to you and to Him. Go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift, Matthew 5:24. You alone can offer it, but be reconciled to thy brother. That verse enters into this verse in Ephesians. He has reconciled both unto God in one body, Ephesians 2:16. God can look upon a company of saints as pleasing to Him as a company  there is no enmity. The enmity is slain by the cross; that is, it will be eternally, and by and by in the millennium, too. Things will come under Gods eye for His pleasure and He looks for it now in a time of adversity and contrariety, so that the brethren are great enough morally, in the Spirit, and having the blood of Jesus to apply, and the water too, so that there should be no enmity, that there should be the practical expression of reconciliation in the saints viewed as together. It is a wonderful thing that God is working out  that is the assembly in its local setting, for there is only one assembly, but still there are subdivisions in local settings. God is working out a great matter in the wilderness, in a scene of contrariety, and what can be greater than to bring about reconciliation in persons who were hitherto alienated in mind, and alienated to one another, but are now reconciled in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity. 

    That is what I have in mind tonight, dear brethren, and I would commend that you take it home. One feels the power of it. What great things God has in His mind in these last days, that is, to bring about in the end what He began as a testimony. 

  
    COMPLETENESS (JT 60)

    COLOSSIANS 1:25,26; Colossians 2:9,10; Colossians 4:12

    I am thinking, dear brethren of completeness. It is a characteristic word of the epistle to the Colossians, and, as I hope to show, ought to be a characteristic word with all of us, as standing perfect and complete in all the will of God, Colossians 4:12. The first item is the word of God, verse 25. The apostle speaks of being made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given me towards you to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but has now been made manifest to his saints. Colossians 1:25,26. I am speaking now of the word of God being completed, a part of the three-fold thought that is in mind involving the word completeness; the first being the word of God. It is being attacked, of course, by infidels, distorted and attacked in various ways; in the schools, the colleges, and in the workshops; in the drawing-rooms, and in the churches, so-called, alas! Where the word of God should be conserved, revered, and supported in every way, it is being attacked and discredited by the leading theologians of the moment. Satan understands how the youth and the ordinary man and woman are exposed and likely to fall under the influence of the anti-christian error abroad. 

    I venture to bring forward the word of God. I am not now speaking of the Scriptures; of course, they are included. What Paul is speaking about is the word of God; its living character as spoken. The Scriptures, of course, are of supreme value, only the word of God here is the mystery, which men ordinarily know nothing of, whereas lovers of God and lovers of Christ make much of the mystery. Hence the apostle here speaks of the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but has now been made manifest to his saints, Colossians 1:26. 

    The mystery is in mind. Paul is saying that the completion of the word of God was his matter, given to him, and that it involved the mystery; for the apostles, although they were employed as writers of the inspired page, did not all write about the mystery. They did not understand it themselves. It was revealed to Paul and, involves ourselves, dear brethren. I am free to say that, because we ourselves, our very selves are involved in the term, the mystery. It is the word of God, but the mystery. It is a question of the assembly and we are interested. So in our reading meetings week by week we have in our minds that there is something wonderful belonging to us, written for us; something that God Himself had concealed for centuries; yea, until Paul; and it is now disclosed to the saints, to the holy apostles and prophets too particularly, but to his saints, according to this passage: the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but has now been made manifest to his saints, Colossians 1:26. So we have opened up to us personally one of the greatest things; and the question is whether we are really interested. It is one of the greatest things belonging to ourselves, not belonging to Israel or the nations, or men in general, but to ourselves; that is, to those of us who form the assembly. 

    I would seek to enlist the sympathy and interest of the young here in this great matter, so that you may look into the matter to see what this word mystery really means as used here, as referring to the assembly. It is used in other connections, but as used here it is a completion, from Pauls point of view, of the word of God. The word of God in Hebrews is said to be living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, Hebrews 4:12. This part of the word of God that I have read about tonight includes all that; it includes all the ideas that are spoken about in Hebrews 4 as characterising the word of God. So, as I said, I am thinking of it as completing the word of God. I am thinking of it from that point of view; and, as being a reference to ourselves, how interesting it really is, how available. We cannot afford to be ignorant of it. We need to look into it and to use all the aids possible, and there are many, to understand it; because it is a question of being fitted for heaven. We shall understand it there. We shall be the filling out of it; for that is what the assembly is, the fulness of him who fills all in all, Ephesians 1:23; and we are to be it. So the question is, where we are as to our interests, and whether we are ready to look into the matter and get an understanding of it so as to fill each his part. All of us are to have part in this mystery of God, Colossians 2:2; the mystery of the glad tidings, too, it is called, Ephesians 6:19. Why not begin to look into it and pray about it in this way, so that it may become living in the saints? Presently we are to go up; it is a time of getting ready to go up, it is an ascending time. We are to ask, we are to be ready for the ascension and all that is involved in the ascension; so that it is the mystery. I begin my discourse with this thought of completeness in the word of God. 

    Now it involves our relations with one another, it involves our services; if we have gift, it involves that. So we each contribute to the great matter, and, as opportunity offers to look into it in dependence on the Lord, we are to grow, by the true knowledge of God, Colossians 1:10. It is a real mystery and we are essential to it in heaven and essential to it here. It is not simply a theoretic matter, but a real substantial matter; this matter of the mystery, composed of ourselves, so that we may each regard himself in this light. So the apostle begins this thought of completeness with the mystery, to complete the word of God. 

    We have in chapter 2 completeness in Christ, in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead, Colossians 2:9  a greater matter still, and then, finally, completeness as to our state. Chapter 2 regards completeness in us as what I may call objective truth; but chapter 4 is really subjective, very subjective. It is a question of our state, completeness as to our state. So it is said of the dear brother mentioned in Colossians 4:12: Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. Then earlier we have in regard to their state: Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-bondman in the Lord, will make known to you all that concerns me; whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that he might know your state, and that he might encourage your hearts, Colossians 4:7,8. So you can see how the apostle had this matter of completeness in his mind in this remarkable epistle. It is an epistle that deals with a carnal condition in the Colossians. It was a question of things being really in the balance, as to whether they were to go on in the truth, or whether they were to be detained by philosophy and vain deceit; but in the meantime they were pleasing to God, as he says: rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ, Colossians 2:5. Their stedfastness in their services Godward was a positive pleasure to the apostle. 

    This matter of the word of God, the completeness of it, is essential to us so as to fill out our part in this great matter. So I would urge the matter of the word of God, the completeness of it; not merely the Scriptures, but the full scheme that is in the mind of God, to include the whole scope of the assembly and its working out in the service of God in these last days. It is a question, dear brethren, of looking into the matter in its entirety. It is a complete matter. There is nothing missing now as to the scheme in the divine mind; made known in writing, but made known in ministry. Ministry is effected by the Spirit of God in the power of gift, and that is where the thing comes in for us; God is opening it up to us through the number of brethren that are capable of ministering. There are those with a knowledge of Greek and the like, and they are needed for translations; but the real point is ministry for the saints, and that ministry requires the full scope of the Scripture, the word of God. So the word of God is known in its effectiveness. These meetings are a prime matter with God and the Holy Spirit is down here, so that we should become accustomed to the divine thoughts and ways in the mystery, to see how it reacts upon us in the service of God. So the service goes on intelligently, and God is pleased as He is served and worshipped; and the Lord Jesus is pleased as He is served and worshipped; and the Holy Spirit has His part. I am insisting on the Scriptures, but I am seeking to keep before your minds the importance of ministry in this book. It is said to one: Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it, Colossians 4:17. So every one of us has to look into the matter to see whether we have any ability for ministry, and to see that it is fulfilled. 

    The thing is to get the scope of the word of God, the scope of Scripture, so that our minds may be charged with it, nourished and ministered to in a real way; so as to understand the Scriptures, and then to understand the ministry. Why is so much not understood? Why have we so much in the way of novelties and things said raising questions of no profit? Why should it be? The Lord is challenging us as to whether we understand, so that we may get the knowledge of the whole scope of Scripture, the completion of the word of God, and to read accordingly. So Timothy is enjoined to take heed to reading and other things. What are we reading, and have we the whole scope of the Scriptures before us as in our studies? The things are brought home to us in the ministry, so the word of God must be before us for this. 

    Search the Scriptures daily to see whether these things are so; let everything be tested out, dear brethren, so that we know what we hold, whether it is the truth, and that we know what is meant by Scripture, and that we are growing by the true knowledge of God. Colossians 1:10. 

    I am just stressing that thought of the completeness of the word of God in all I have said, and I hope the brethren will bear with me. It is no question of criticising, but of getting the brethren to learn and to hold what they learn so that our conversations are of real value, and the saints are mutually enriched by the knowledge of God through the Scriptures and through the ministry. 

    Now I go on to the second passage to call attention to the completeness of the Deity in Christ. Again we are confronted with the greatest error, unitarian error, whereas what the apostle aims at building up in this epistle is the deity of Christ: that in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Colossians 2:9. In chapter 1 it is in him all the fulness, was pleased to dwell, Colossians 1:19; the word fulness indicating who the Person is. But chapter 2 is a question of what is in Him bodily; and it enables us to refute and refuse the much error that is current around us, heard constantly in our places of employment, and in the schools, where the children hear it and perhaps drink it in to their loss. So I refer to this matter of completeness in chapter 2 as a sort of objective matter; not a term that is common and threadbare, but a real matter, that is to be understood. So chapter 2 is the fulness of the Deity in Christ, bodily. For that we have to call upon, not only our minds, dear brethren, but our affections. Our minds are necessary, we can hardly understand anything without our minds. They are to be pure, renewed; but our affections are now required. It is a question of the Person and a Person liable to be attacked by perhaps your most intimate friend. You ought to be on your guard, and if you love Christ you will be. So that if any matter is raised that casts a shade on the glory of the Lord Jesus you are ready to defend Him. We are to be like those referred to in Song of Songs; three-score armed men keep His bedside: see Song of Songs 3:7. We are to be ready to defend the Lord at all costs; even if it be one of our nearest relatives or acquaintances that might attack Him. The element is so much abroad that the most intimate of our acquaintances is liable to attack the Lord Jesus. So that the threescore mighty men show the readiness with which we should defend the Lord, whosoever it may be that attacks Him. 

    We have the real Christ, the Lord Jesus, who is over all, God blessed for ever, Romans 9:5. That is the Person; and this second chapter is, as I said, to fit us for the service of God. It is a matter of faith, as it is said, raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead, Colossians 2:12. That is a matter of faith. The word faith is used in this connection as over against sight, which will be the principle in the millennium. We are not raised outwardly now, but raised through the faith of the working of God. Colossians 2:12. It is a real matter in the sense of operation; that the Lord Jesus is really raised. There is no question about that. He is raised and glorified. All the glorification is a part of the dispensation. Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father, John 20:17. It is not not yet risen, but not yet ascended. The ascension of Christ is part of the dispensation, and it is the light that was given to Mary Magdalene; and she went to the disciples and told them that she had seen the Lord, and that he had said these things to her, John 20:18. What an honoured woman she was; not an apostle or gifted woman, as far as we know; not that a woman may not have gift, even as the daughters of Philip, but she had affection. At first she was quite dark, but when she became enlightened she had a pure affection. So she says to the Lord, Rabboni; as if to say to us, You ask me about knowledge, He is my Teacher: I get all from Jesus. That is the idea. She would not tolerate any shade cast upon Him by her most intimate acquaintance. So she says, Rabboni; and then she is sent to the disciples, and says to them that she had seen the Lord  a very great matter. We too have to challenge ourselves as to whether we have seen the Lord. It is not a common thing; it is a very uncommon thing; but, at the same time, it is available to the lovers of Christ. It is characteristic of the lovers of Christ that they see the Lord. Then she could say that He had spoken these things to her; and these things implied that the Lord was risen, and not only risen but ascended. Well, you may say, He was not ascended yet. Not literally; He remained on earth forty days after that moment. He remained on earth forty days; but then, if you read Luke 24, you would think He went up to heaven immediately. As far as that chapter is concerned, you might think that He went up to heaven the day He rose. But He means to convey that He is in haste to get to heaven, for administration purposes; to put, as I might say, the moral universe in order. There is so much disorder. What about the sisters in Mark! They did not stand the test at all. They went away distressed when they learned the Lord was risen; whereas the truth was, that it was a time of love, and the Lord would be thinking of what was needed. There were a group of persons that had been drawn to Him, surrounded Him, loved Him; and they all needed to be adjusted, every one of them. There is the Lord too, thinking of the necessity of adjustment; and, moreover, the whole matter of the dispensation, that all should be set in order. So there is no suggestion there that the Lord remained on earth for forty days; it is in the Acts we have that. But in Lukes gospel the Lord would say, as it were: I want to go up there; it is where I belong. I have to be received up there until the restitution of all things. I am going to send you out to preach, but I want you to stay in Jerusalem until the time comes for it to be done. So, according to Lukes gospel, as soon as He goes into heaven, He receives the Spirit from the Father and sheds Him forth, because that was necessary, and the Lord would have things put right immediately. 

    On the other hand, according to the book of Acts, the Lord would imply, I want to stay with you as long as possible, so that you get the right thought from Me and get adjusted amongst yourselves. So He assembled with them for that purpose. What about Israel? they might say. Lord, is it at this time that thou restorest the kingdom to Israel? Acts 1:6 He would say, It is for you to see about the Spirit, for all will stand in relation to the Spirit. But the times and seasons are not in my hands. The Lord is taking the lowly place in this; and He is bringing them and us now into what He is doing. Do the things first; show the things first; and then teach. So the Lord stayed with them for forty days. The Spirit of God tells us by Paul that He appeared to Cephas, 1 Corinthians 15:5; and then again He appeared to the twelve, without saying the word apostles. It was as if He said, You did not get the full impression at the beginning. So it is a constant thing, for there are to be impressions throughout the dispensation. Then He appeared to James by himself; he is a brother the Lord has in mind that He will use; but he must have his own work. Persons are qualified by Himself; taught what to do by Himself; so that they can do things as He does them. 

    So He appeared to James, a lone man, who was able to do things like a man. That is the gift of government, a very important thing. If there is a brother here who has the gift of government, he has a right from heaven to go anywhere. He is needed, but he is under the Lords direction. So he knows what to do if any ask for advice. 

    If there is a brother that has the gift of government to help the brethren in difficulties, so that he will not mislead the brethren (the brother is liable to mislead the brethren if he is looked to too much) the Lord would appear to him to qualify him in his work so as not to mislead the brethren in any advice he gives. Then the Lord appeared to all the apostles. So to all of us here the Lord says, I know you too, and each of you by himself, but also unitedly! I can use you together, but not disunited. I would lay that down as a cardinal rule with myself; if I am needed by the Lord I am not to be disunited at all from my brethren. So the Lord prayed to His Father for them, that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, that they may be one, as we are one; I in them and thou in me, that they may be perfected into one and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, John 17:21 - 23. 

    You see how much hinges on unity amongst us. 

    I want to go back to chapter 2 so that we may see the objective idea that enables us to carry on the service of God together. It is what God has made us. First, in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Colossians 2:9, but, ye are complete in him, Colossians 2:10, filled full in Him. That is not practical, not active; it is a question of what God has made us. The pattern is used, as He said to Moses, See, that thou make all things according to the pattern which has been shewn to thee in the mountain, Hebrews 8:5. That pattern means that we are all capable of taking part in the mystery. So he says, ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead, Colossians 2:12. It is a question of faith, not sight, not literality. We have faith. We could not serve God if we had not faith. It must be on that principle; and so chapter 2 is qualifying us objectively to have part in the service of God. Every one of us who has the Spirit is qualified to have part in the service of God. 

    But when we come to chapter 4 we have this matter, Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, 

    salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, Colossians 4:12. Now we are coming to actuality, to what we call often the subjective side of things. Chapter 2 is the objective side and it qualifies us to serve God. It is not the moral question, but the objective matter; how we are constituted by the power of God; that we are all made qualified as having the Spirit, constituted to serve God. That is abstract. Pardon me, if you do not understand what I am saying; but it is a question of how we are constituted according to Gods own wisdom, His own power, so that normally, I can serve God, I am constituted to serve God. Therefore, I am raised by faith of the operation of God which raised Christ. Being raised, I am constituted to serve God; I belong to the heavenly places. In Ephesians Paul says, He has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, Ephesians 2:6. That is the full thought anticipatively, but Colossians is faith in Gods power, believing in the power of God. If you are a believer at all you believe in the power of God that raised Christ. But that question is not raised in Ephesians; it is a question of being raised up together, not disunited, but united in our minds. The great collective thought that God has in mind: raised up together, and made to sit down together in Christ. These are great matters, true matters; and, as we believe them they enable us to have part in the service of God. 

    We need these brothers who pray. That is what marked Epaphras. He is a praying brother; and it would appear to me that Paul had made inquiry of him as to Colosse, and he told Paul that they needed instruction as to the will of God. They needed to be prayed for as to the will of God; and that is a very great point. I am sure that God has ordained the prayer meeting. I think of it as beginning on the eastern edge of New Zealand, and running along to South Africa and America down to the Pacific. A long prayer meeting. It is most needed to build us up constitutionally, perfect and complete in all the will of God Colossians 4:12  not a part of it, but the whole matter of the will of God. So Epaphras is said to be one of the Colossians, a servant of Christ. What an honourable man! Always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. Colossians 4:12. That is what I would say is practical christianity, dear brethren; that is what heaven is looking for. There is the objective, the matter of power, the matter of faith; but there is the matter of prayer that the saints may be perfect and complete in all the will of God, and seeking out what it is in any given matter. It is a question of how the will of God affects us, when we may be perfect and complete in all the will of God. That is my message at this time. I commit it to the brethren. 

  
    CHRIST AMONG THE NATIONS (JT 60)

    Colossians 1:24 - 29; Genesis 41:39 - 52; Genesis 43:16

    JTThe passage in Colossians is suggested because in it Paul speaks of the mystery of Christ among the nations; he says, to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory: whom we announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ. Whereunto also I toil, combating according to his working, which works in me in power. Colossians 1:27 - 29 The hope is that we shall see what Colossians has in mind in this, the nations being in view and the nations only. Ephesians contemplates Jew and gentile; the full thought, and the type entering into that would be Isaac, whereas it is thought that Joseph is the type that fits in with Colossians. Joseph is a man of toil, a man of great affairs; the food of the world was put under his charge. The verse in Genesis 43 is to call attention to the fact that he seemingly had just time to meet his brethren at noon; whereas Isaac had plenty of time, for he went out to meditate in the field; he is under no special charge, he was looking for Rebecca; that is, Christ and the assembly are in mind. The full thought is set out in Genesis 24. 

    Joseph is fully occupied, especially now in toil. It is thought that this side of the truth should be better known amongst us, and that the Lord would help us at this time in looking at it thus. It is Christ in you; Colossians 1:27; Colossians presenting in this what is among the nations. So the passage in Genesis 41 serves to bear all this out. Pharaoh said to Joseph, Since God has made all this known to thee, there is none so discreet and wise as thou. Thou shalt be over my house, and according to thy commandment shall all my people regulate themselves; only concerning the throne will I be greater than thou. Genesis 41:39,40. 

    We are told then how old Joseph was, thirty years of age. And Joseph went out from Pharaoh, and passed through the whole land of Egypt. Genesis 41:46. There is no thought of his having any leisure, or any time allotted to him. Although Deuteronomy 24:5, speaks of a year being allotted to a man when he takes a new wife, there was nothing of this with Joseph; whereas there was with Isaac; so here it says, And to Joseph were born two sons before the year of famine came Genesis 41:50, and of these he said, God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. Genesis 41:52. I think we can see in this brief outline the great difference to be noted between Isaac and Joseph in regard to the marriage question, and in regard to administration. 

    QuesWould the type help us to realise the great value of time and the great matters that are on hand in the administration? 

    JTI think many of us feel that time is about the scarcest thing we have, and therefore it becomes a question as to how we can use it, and especially in regard to the service of God. Colossians, as the brethren would know, is more limited than Ephesians; it treats of the position of Christ now in view of the Jews being given up according to Pauls statement in Acts 18:6, from henceforth I will go to the nations. In view of the Lords coming, the work of the ministry is now a question of what is among the gentiles in remnant character; and there is need for the right use of time, and the preparation that it affords in view of the rapture, in view of the heavenly position. 

    WJIs it encouraging that the working is in power? 

    JTI think that. The word in Colossians 1:29, is, Whereunto also I toil, combating according to his working, which works in me in power. 

    WJIs the apostle in sympathy with the Lord in that? 

    JTThe apostle would represent the feelings of the Lord in heaven. The Lord had said of him, that he is an elect vessel to me, for I will show to him how much he must suffer for my name. Acts 9:15,16. Paul himself tells us how far he travelled in the service carrying the testimony of the Christ among the nations, because he was appointed to be minister of Christ Jesus to the nations. Romans 15:16. He tells us in Romans 15:19, how far he had travelled, and he says, from Jerusalem, and in a circuit round to Illyricum, (I) have fully preached the glad tidings of the Christ. He says further, Wherefore also I have been often hindered from coming to you; Romans 15:22, meaning, to the Romans. He speaks also in this passage of going to Spain; hence the nations, and especially the West, are in mind in Pauls ministry. There is little or nothing in the East. What was is gone, but as regards those who are actually in the truth in the East, that is, in Asia, there are hardly any except a few, so that God is clearly showing that the position is in the West. It is a small position, a remnant position, nevertheless it is to be marked by Pauls energy and the love that would mark him as representing the Lord, as one who loved the Lord and who knew the Lords love for him. 

    HGHWould you say, that it is part of the mystery that food is now among the nations? Is that involved in the mystery referring to Colossians? 

    JTIt is remarkable even as regards physical food, the western nations have it, but you are speaking of spiritual food. God is ordering everything according to His own will, and we see that things are working up to an end, and that end is to bring out the assembly, at least in the principle of it; and something too of the order and love and intelligence that characterise it; especially intelligence. So that Joseph is an apt type of Christ, and of the power of Christ in others at the present time; a working man, as you might say, and yet a man of great administrative power; a man of God, a young man, a man loved of his father, as Christ is. 

    ECMWould that link up with the Lord in Johns gospel, The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand, John 3:35. I was thinking of the administration in John, it is through Him. 

    JTThat is what we thought of, and it is the point for the moment. I think it is the question of the Father and the Son and the Spirit, especially the Spirit as to actual operations; the Spirit remaining here now and the saints having come back to the truth of the Holy Spirit so that His operations go on. We have these meetings, and they are resultful all over the world where the saints are. 

    QuesDoes this epistle to the Colossians have in mind the effectiveness of the Spirits work in the saints? We have often noticed that there is no mention of the Spirit except love in the Spirit, Colossians 1:18, but His work seems to shine out. 

    JTHence in the dark ages and up to the Reformation there is hardly anything of what we call subjective truth, but now there is. Colossians has that in mind; it is what the Spirit has wrought in the saints. Presently it will be said, What hath God wrought. Numbers 23:23. The more, of course, we recognise the work of God the more we shall see that; just as we have been reminded in the last verse of Colossians 1, Whereunto also I toil, combating according to his working, which works in me in power. Colossians 1:29. As far as I know, the work of God is going on in a remarkable way. 

    WJDoes it fit in with the thought of the kingdom of the Son of His love in power? 

    JTJust so; that is in this epistle. 

    AMPAre we to take on the toil that leads to it? Paul says, in the opening of chapter 2, that he embraced in his combat, even as many as have not seen my face in flesh. Colossians 2:1. His toil would be deepened in that way by the difficulties of the position, just as Josephs was. 

    JTHe speaks of it more than once, and he speaks of it in others, which, I think, is a thing we should pay attention to also, besides speaking of what is with Paul and what is in Christ Himself, but in others such as Epaphras. As you said already, it embraces as many as have not seen my face in the flesh. Colossians 2:1. We have the thought in Colossians 4; Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, always combating earnestly for you in prayers. Colossians 4:12. So that the principle of toil is in the epistle, and, therefore, one is encouraged to bring in Joseph, because he is the type that represents it peculiarly and also a type of Christ as having His spouse. There is nothing said of Joseph having the year of rest, in taking a new wife; he keeps on, toils on, he cannot evade it, because of the immensity of the work. Likewise the brethren have very little time, for the Lord would have us to keep on at the work, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Corinthians 15:58. It is a time of labour. 

    QuesIs that why the nations are particularly in view? 

    JTQuite so; involving travel. We have become accustomed to this lately, the young men especially, for the globe has been covered by them in ordinary work, and God surely is helping us to take in the extent of His work. 

    PHHDid you say just now there was a difference in the marriage question and the administration question? The difference between Colossians and Ephesians, Joseph and Isaac, particularly bearing on the marriage question and the administration question. I think you said there was a great difference. 

    JTI think there is. Ephesians is the prime apostolic epistle. It embraces the assembly in its entirety. It embraces it as seen in Eve and Rebecca, whereas in Joseph we come down to an Egyptian person and there is not anything very distinctive about her, save that she is a priests daughter, which is something. Joseph in his marriage time is a man of toil, he has an immense amount of toil to deal with. 

    I thought that we might speak first of Ephesians, and Genesis 24. According to the type, in Deuteronomy 24, 

    when a man married a new wife he had a year exempt from toil and combat, but there is nothing like that allotted to Joseph; he has to go on with the work, and he does go on and succeeds in it. The hope is that the Lord will enable the brethren in these closing days to go on with the work, and to go on with it in intelligence knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Corinthians 15:58, with the end in view that the results are for heaven. 

    PHHWere you thinking that we ought to come into the light of the assembly in its wifely characteristic before we can go on with the administration, because Joseph was married before he went out over the land. Is that right? 

    JTThere is something in that, but it does not come up to what is suggested in Isaac. He was a man of leisure; he was doing nothing in the way of toil as far as we see. He is seen in Genesis 24 as coming from the well Lahai-roi, coming to it and going from it, but there is no toil suggested. Then he is meditating in the field, and he lifts up his eyes and he sees the camels, not Rebecca, but the power by which Rebecca is carried; it does not say he sees Rebecca, but he sees the camels. The difference between Joseph and Isaac is quite manifested. 

    PHHYou mean the type of the assembly in Asnath is more limited? 

    JTIt is more limited than what is suggested in Rebecca. 

    RemSo that with Joseph this great thought of the dispensation or administration seems to be what is mainly occupying his mind. He just snatches an hour at noon to spend with his brethren. He is over this great administration for God. 

    JTThat is the thing to see. It is not the time of leisure for us, it is the time of toil, redeeming the time, making the best of it. 

    ECMIs that seen in the Lord Himself in John 4? The Lord is there toiling when the disciples had gone away to buy food. His answer to them is My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work. Do not ye say, that there are yet four months and the harvest comes? John 4:34,35. Would the Lord be seen toiling there in John 4 in view of the woman being secured? He speaks of finishing the work. 

    JTJust so. There was work to do that they knew not of. Colossians is the time of being hidden, not of making a show at all. Your life is hid with the Christ in God; Colossians 3:3; but still life is there, and so the work of the Spirit is in view in the epistle, as has already been remarked, it is the effect of the Spirits work, not exactly the Spirit actually working, but the effect of it in us. The work of God is proceeding and with no particular show attaching to it, because our life is hid with Christ in God. Yet the work is going on and that is the great thing to keep in mind and to be encouraged when we see it. 

    FWIn Malachi 1:1, it reads, For from the rising of the sun even unto its setting my name shall be great among the nations; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure oblation: for my name shall be great among the nations, saith Jehovah of hosts. Do you think with the light of that in his soul the apostle would be encouraged to toil on? 

    JTWell, it is the time of the fulness of the nations, if we think of the spiritual side. While not ignoring what may come in in the millennium, which is now imminent, when the nations will be brought into blessing, there is what is present of the fulness of the nations through Pauls work, and the results seen in the assembly. So that we are toiling in view of results, and God would encourage us in what results appear, not simply a number of persons brought into blessing, but the increase in growth in the saints. 

    JGWIn the beginning of Pauls history as he came under heavens influence he had the word rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. Acts 9:6. Would that have a bearing on what you are suggesting? 

    JTQuite so. Like Joseph he had to work as a journeyman. He was to be told what he must do; he was not simply commissioned as an apostle, but told what to do by persons who were not distinctive. They are the kind of persons whom God would use, and Paul had to learn from them. We are all to be learners from each other, and even from persons who may be inferior to ourselves. So Joseph had a hard time of it in the beginning. He was a man of toil, a man of sorrow and he said, God has made me forget all my toil, and all my fathers house, Genesis 41:51, showing that God took account of all that he had to endure. 

    FGHWould you say a word as to what the apostle speaks of here; presenting every man perfect in Christ? What is in view exactly in that? 

    JTIt was the work that he undertook. Paul was prepared not simply to have good meetings and the like, big meetings it may be, but for what results from these; his thought was to present every man perfect in Christ. Whom we announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ. Colossians 1:28. The Lord had taken him up having all this in view; he was an elect vessel unto Him, and would go to the full length in everything that was required, and hence he tells us in the second letter to Corinth, what he endured, what lie experienced in carrying out the thing that he had in mind. He said he had espoused the Corinthians as a chaste virgin to Christ, 2 Corinthians 11. He had a measure that in his mind would reach to Spain, and he certainly had a measure that reached to Rome. 

    AHHow wide are you carrying this thought of labour, as wide as the apostle makes it in Acts 20? He speaks there of his admonishing, his teaching, and he also refers to these hands. 

    JTJust so. The others did not do that. The other apostles did not go to the length that he went to. 

    These hands have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me. Acts 20:34. He would do anything needed; he would gather a bundle of sticks to make a fire, he would do anything that was needed. The twelve said that they would devote themselves to the word of God and prayer and they placed others in charge of tables, which may be right, but at the same time Paul did not seek to avoid the work of a deacon. He would do anything that was needed. I think that is the thing to see. We have to be ready to do anything that is needed for the promotion of the service of God and the growth of the saints. 

    GWould chapter 4:17 emphasise what you are saying? It reads, and say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it. Colossians 4:17. 

    JTThat is very appropriate as belonging to Colossians. Even Timotheus himself needed a similar word, as in 2 Timothy 1:6. There was a certain hesitancy about him, and Paul enjoined him to rekindle the gift that he had; and that is a word for us all. It is a question not only of getting the mind of God in the Scriptures, but of applying it, and seeing the effect of the application of it in carrying out the work of God, because the end would be What hath God wrought. Numbers 23:23. God is working through us now. Christ is not here, but the Spirit is and the work is carried on by us. 

    JGWHe speaks of completing the word of God. Is that part of his work? 

    JTSee the number of services he had. He had the ministry of reconciliation, the ministry of the assembly, the ministry of the gospel, and to complete the word of God. Not simply that he would preach a good sermon, as he would, but complete the word of God. What exercise that must have meant. 

    RemThe Lords word in Mark 10:43 - 45, says, whosoever would be great among you, shall be your minister; and whosoever would be first of you shall be bondman of all. For also the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many. 

    JTThat would bear on it, and then negatively, how John Mark we are told departed, and went not with them to the work, Acts 15:38. How many have done that and so the gospel of Mark would be the gospel to support what we are speaking about. 

    CHAre these subjective results, that you are speaking of, suggested in our last scripture where it says that Joseph saw Benjamin Genesis 43:16, and then he gave instruction to bring in his brethren. He recognised in Benjamin what came from the same source as himself, the same mother. 

    JTHe was the one who was added. God will add to me another son, Rachel said. The whole family of Jacob was complete; the twelve tribes. The idea of twelve is administration, but Joseph was the eleventh son, and therefore the family was not complete in him, but it was completed in Benjamin; so that one can understand how his heart would be affected by seeing Benjamin. Benjamin is the son of his fathers right hand. So that the work is to go on. The gospel of Mark is on that principle, the right hand; Christ set down at the right hand of God. Mark presents that fact to us. It is a question of administration. It is a question of a man being able to sit down and think out things and know what to do; and that is what the Lord is engaged in. He is the Son of His Fathers right hand. 

    PHHApart from the special work which Mark had, or Paul, or others, we read in Marks gospel that the man, having left his house, gave to his bondmen the authority, and to each one his work, Mark 13:34. Would that fit in with the dispensation? 

    JTVery good. The Lord takes the place there in that very passage of not having any leisure, because it is question of workmanship and overseership, to every man his work, and of watching too. He says, 

    what I say to you, I say to all, Watch. Mark 13:37. So Mark, according to the facts, would bring out how unsuccessful the twelve were as the Lord rose from the dead. Chapter 16 brings out a state of confusion even in the women, for they said nothing to anyone, and the eleven were unbelieving, and so the Lord is saying throughout that chapter, that it is a question of faith, of believing or disbelieving, and the disciples were disbelieving, and so the Lord upbraids them for their unbelief even after Mary Magdalene had brought her report. The Lord Himself regards the whole position as if the result as regards them is to be a failure. So the Lord takes the matter in hand Himself and that is what He has done in our own times. Mark would say the official class has failed, faith is not there, and the Lord takes the matter on Himself and appears to Mary Magdalene out of whom He had cast seven demons. That was His work and He has had to do that in our own time. He sends Mary Magdalene and she comes and tells the apostles that she had seen the Lord, but they did not believe her, and then He found them and upbraided them with their unbelief. They did not believe, but after all this happens the Lord sends them out to preach. How marvellous that He should send them out to preach with such a record, but it shows that, at the bottom, the work of God existed, and we get results on the lines that He lays down; that is to say, that the work of God is there. It is not now an apostolic condition, but at the same time the work of God exists, and we can count on results, and so the word is, He that believes and is baptised shall be saved. Mark 16:16. Not that he should be baptised but that he is baptised. The Lord proceeds on these lines and sends the apostles out to preach, telling them that one who believes and is baptised shall be saved, and then He tells them what shall result in them as having faith and how He would be with them; the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs following upon it. Mark 16:20. Like the One who went up and sat at the right hand of God, the disciples now went everywhere preaching. There was real power in their service; because the idea in Mark is that by this means the work of God exists. It may be covered over by much, but as soon as the service is proceeded with, you get results. The thing, however, is not to sit down, but to go everywhere and to preach and the Lord would be with us, the signs following. 

    QuesHave you in mind in bringing these things before us that we should be fully occupied while He is coming? I was connecting what you are saying with your last visit to this town  What is your occupation? 

    JTThat is it; we are to be fully occupied, not be men of leisure. We cannot afford to give up our work. We need to be doing something, there is plenty to do, and the thing is, What our hand finds to do, do it with our might. That is what Mark would produce in us. 

    QuesDo you think that whatever benefits the Egyptians received as a result of Josephs administrative working, what particularly was in mind was Josephs brethren? 

    JTThat is what is in the mind of God, as we have said as to the family. Joseph was the eleventh son born and Rachel said that the Lord would add another son. He became the son of her sorrow, but the son of his fathers right hand. The work grows and the power comes to carry on with the work. Here Pauls thought was to complete the word of God. How great a thing that is! 

    WPaul commends the Thessalonians for their work of faith and labour of love, and patience of hope of our Lord Jesus Christ. Would they be an example for us today? 

    JTThat truth is in every chapter of the first epistle and that is a word for us; to love His appearing; to lay hold of the promises that attach to His appearing and use them; cause them to be elements of strength in our souls; lay hold of the promises. 

    FGHReferring to Mark once again it is recorded of the Lord Jesus that He does all things well. Mark 7:37. Would that bring in the thought of quality in the work? 

    JTI think that is good. It refers at that particular point to a man who could not speak right; that is an important matter, that the Lord causes him to speak right. That is where it is said that He does all things well; he makes both the deaf to hear, and the speechless to speak. Mark 7:37. These things are all needed for the work, the point is to carry on the work. 

    PHHWould the enjoyment of sonship help us to continue in this? I was thinking of it as having permeated the history of Joseph and the great matter of sonship as given to us by Paul. Would the enjoyment of this relationship help us in the continuance and dignity of the work? 

    JTI would say that, especially in the light of what is said in Philippians which is an epistle full of enjoyment. Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice. Philippians 4:4. We are very poor in the way of enjoyment, in the amount of joy that we have. We read often about the Lords joy and of Pauls joy. It is a question of proceeding definitely with an end in view, with results in view that are essential to the accomplishment of the purposes of God, that what we have must synchronise with the purposes of God. 

    FWKWould the apostles reference to fellow-bondmen and fellow-labourers help where the thought of co-operation in the service is suggested? 

    JTVery good. There is not so much of that now, of our brethren moving out together and accomplishing results, as there was years ago. I think the work is going on steadier now than then. Certain things were accomplished then in the way of converts, but what is going on now has another world in mind, that world and the resurrection, Luke 20:35, and every man to be presented perfect in Christ. Colossians 1:28. It is not to be a world of defectives or undergrowths, but of full growth and sonship. The ministry is in view of that; until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ; in order that we may be no longer babes, Ephesians 4:13,14. The babe stage must finish and we must get on to manhood. 

    JGWHow would you differentiate between the activities that are in christendom and the work that you are pressing us to be engaged in? 

    JTThe mind of God is that we should work according to the pattern. It does not appear in the creation, but in the moral system the great thought is pattern; Moses was shown a pattern. David did things by the Spirit, but Moses was shown the pattern of what was to be made. We are not to be toiling to no purpose, but to work, even in a public sense as having the pattern before us, and the kind of materials. Then to reach the end, the word of God unfolding what is in Gods mind. 

    WJJosephs name is The Revealer of Secrets; the apostle came into the good of it, when he was discouraged at Corinth. The Lord said to him, I have much people in this city. Acts 18:10. He revealed the secret of His mind to him. 

    JTThat is a good point; for it was a special time in the history of Paul. He had been to Thessalonica and had opened out the testimony of Christ, showing what was in mind, and then he proceeded to Athens. Corinth was undoubtedly in mind. He went to Athens and they say, What would this chatterer say? Acts 17:18. That is what they thought, and he prefers just to say a word about the creation and what is visible and what anyone can see. Then he goes to Corinth and he has to wait for Timotheus and Silvanus and while waiting he reasons with Jews and Greeks. When they come he is pressed in respect of he word and later the Lord appears to him saying, Fear not, but speak, because I am with thee. Acts 18:9,10. The Lord was with him to support and to protect him, saying to him, I have much people in this city. Acts 18:10. I think that is the idea. The question now is to have the mind of God and to apply it to that material, and the epistles to Corinth are to show how Paul laboured to bring material round to the mind of God. It is not to be so many persons, as at Antioch, Acts 11; but he and Barnabas, we are told, taught for a whole year in the assembly and so a great crowd of material was added. Their work was assembly work; they worked for a year at it, and the result was that the pattern was carried out; the divine idea was there, and hence it is said that the disciples were first called christians at Antioch; they were full-grown men. The divine ideal was there, not simply in so many persons, but in an assembly setting. That is the point to get hold of, and to be working on this point like Paul and Apollos. Paul planted and Apollos watered and God gave the increase; it is a question of work. If the work of any man be burnt up; notice it is work, well, there is nothing left but himself; that is, he is saved, but as by fire. 

    JCTWhat have you in mind regarding Genesis 41:48? Joseph gathered the food and stored it in the cities. Does it suggest that the great wealth that is available is to be seen in an administrative setting in our local gatherings? 

    JTThat is, in the cities. The cities were to be used, and the environment of the cities. The results of the work would be stored up and there would be nothing lost. The idea presented in Joseph is successful and industrious working and the result could not even be reckoned, the amount of corn that was available was so great. What a word today for the world in the shortage of corn! What the true Joseph would do at the present time and what will be seen in those who follow Him in a spiritual way, the end synchronising with the work of God. 

    PDWould you say that what you had before you as to toiling and the divine pattern, is seen in the last two verses of Matthews gospel? There we have the idea of making of disciples, which involves toiling, the pattern being seen in the twelve. Then the disciples are baptised into the divine economy and taught to observe all things that the Lord had said. 

    JTMaking disciples raises a very interesting question; that is, the idea of sowing a seed, of sowing persons as seed. The Son of man sows persons, good seed; the sons of the kingdom; Matthew 13: 38. What you say raises this question as to what there is, what kind of persons are sown in different parts by the Lord; they are those who look after His interests. The Lord said to the twelve, Have ye understood all these things? They say to Him, Yea, Lord. Matthew 13:51. He does not question that. It shows that they were learning from what He was saying, and then the Lord says, For this reason every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man that is a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old. Matthew 13:52. That is to say, the New Testament first and the Old second, but the scribe discipled to the kingdom of heaven is like a householder, an industrious man, who cares for things and makes good use of them. The sons of the kingdom are sown by the Lord. He places them throughout the whole area of the testimony; they are reliable and to be called upon to look after His interests at any time. They are sons of the kingdom and they are sown under the Lords hand at any time and for any purpose that He requires. 

  
    SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR ASSEMBLY SERVICE (1) (JT 63)

    Colossians 1: 1 - 29

    JTThe features of the truth presented in the epistle to the Colossians are well known to the brethren, at least it is assumed that they are well known, but it is hoped that certain features that have not been stressed may come before us at this time, and particularly the idea of hope; then the personal side is pronounced in the epistle. Pauls own feeling and thoughts, personal thoughts, are brought forward, he not having seen the saints at Colosse; a peculiar matter, which, of course, would apply at the present time to us. We cannot speak of any links with apostolic ministry, or even with such ministry as has an apostolic character; none of us can speak much of this. The occasion therefore has to be one amongst us who know each other, and specially the younger men, many of whom have been travelling under the government of God, and have come in touch with the brethren elsewhere. The knowledge we thus have of each other is, in this sense, considerably enlarged, as compared with earlier days. It is well to keep this in mind that we are not so far away from each other in the physical sense as we used to be. 

    Then the names mentioned by the apostle, such as Epaphras and others, are to be noted, especially some of them who are outstanding, one of them known to the Colossians as one of themselves. The personal side therefore is important, especially if it is spiritual. Spirituality enters into our personal acquaintance with each other, and the knowledge that many of us have acquired through the recent governmental circumstances of the wars. All this would be in mind, and especially with such a man as Epaphras who was one of them, and was marked by combat for the truth and for them. 

    The apostles opening word is characteristic, Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by Gods will, and Timotheus the brother, to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which are in Colosse, and then he says, We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually when praying for you, having heard (that is, what he has to say was based on testimony rendered to him by others) having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, on account of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens; of which ye heard before in the word of the truth of the glad tidings, which are come to you, as they are in all the world, and are bearing fruit and growing, even as also among you, from the day ye heard them and knew indeed the grace of God, in truth: even as ye learned from Epaphras our beloved fellow-bondman, who is a faithful minister of Christ for you, who has also manifested to us your love in the Spirit. I have just read this section to bring out the personal side, and how it was seen in Epaphras. He is mentioned later, showing how important a personality he was in the apostles mind, and that there are such persons who are reliable and have influence and have care for the local position. It is a matter of the first importance that the local position should be properly cared for, and that brethren who have ability and gift should not forget that the local position in each place has to be maintained. 

    WHWould this reference to Timotheus the brother bear on the character of the epistle definitely as opening up the features of the Christian circle? 

    JTQuite so; he is called the brother, as if the term brother applied peculiarly to him. 

    AAlWas not Timotheus himself personally introduced in that way as one who was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium? Acts 16: 2. 

    JTHe is brought forward at first on those lines and is particularly noted as one of whom there was a good report locally. The idea of universal service, or servants, is in the Scriptures, but generally, even in Paul and Barnabas, the local position is maintained. After their first journey of service they returned to Antioch and remained a considerable time with the brethren, as if to establish the importance of the local principle and that it was not to be overshadowed even by gift. Each is to have his part in it, because Corinthians, which is the scripture that bears on that point, stresses the importance of the local position, the assembly of God which is in Corinth. We do not get it here or in Ephesus, so much; it is Corinth that is in mind. Just now it is a question of Colosse and the personnel mentioned, showing that one of themselves is marked by spiritual feelings and concern about the local position. 

    QuesWould you look for a sober recognition of the government of God as entering into our localities; placing us there with a view to filling out our part in it, and strengthening what is of God in the place? 

    JTJust so. The military circumstances that have preceded us are not to be overlooked, because the two wars were not simply accidental. They have to do with the government of God, and the bearing of the government of God on the saints, especially the young men, is to be noted. 

    HBdWould what is said as to Samuel help? It says, his return was to Ramah; for there was his house, and there he judged Israel. 

    JTIt would indeed. There was his house. As we have it even again in Corinthians, have ye not houses to eat and to drink in?. The bearing of the house on the assembly position is in mind and it is striking that it should appear as early as Samuel. He had a regular circuit and although some of his family did not turn out too well, yet he did not forget his house. 

    MAWIs the importance of one of you in the last chapter striking as linking on with the local thought? 

    Onesimus ... who is one of you and Epaphras, who is one of you. 

    JTJust so; he was one of them. So that he represents what we are speaking of, the importance of the local position. The epistle to Philemon bears on all this. 

    QuesWould the mention of the elderhood in relation to Timothys gift also bear this out and stress the importance of the local position? 

    JTHis gift, of course, was connected with Paul too, but the elderhood is important and it bears on what we are saying, because the elders are never regarded as universal; they are properly local. They are first mentioned peculiarly in Acts 14, where the apostles Paul and Barnabas chose elders in each assembly, showing that in their minds the local position was to be properly cared for. 

    WSSEpaphras would seem to be one who had cared for the local position, and in consequence found himself linked with the apostle in his universal service. 

    JTThat is just what we were saying, that he was one of them that clearly cared for the local position, he combated for them. Evidently he or someone must have told Paul about the general position at Colosse, and it was to strengthen it that the epistle was written. The epistles to Corinth begin with the local position and continue on to the universal position. The apostle saying, Thus I ordain in all the assemblies, refers to the universal position, which is to be marked by general unity and not independency. Therefore the customs are to be the same in every assembly, which is one of the most important things that can be mentioned; the idea of general unity in what we are saying and what we teach, and what we do, in our localities. 

    PLWould the princes of the tribes in Numbers illustrate that unity, as each attached to a locality contributed to what is universal? 

    JTThey represent that very idea, for the princes would be influential and would influence all below them for good and for unity. 

    QuesWould Philemon show the link between the two sides when it says, the assembly which is in thine house? 

    JTWell, that is good. It says, Paul, prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timotheus the brother, to Philemon the beloved and our fellow-workman, and to the sister Apphia and to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the assembly which is in thine house, that is to say, Philemons house, Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. So that the position is maintained there, and the nearness of Philemons position to Colosse is in mind. 

    PHHIs the question of testimony important, Paul having had the report of what was going on in Colosse by way of accredited testimony? As we hear reports from one locality and another, are we to receive them as accredited testimony? 

    JTIt is important to be sure that whatever becomes current in the way of information should be accredited; hence Corinthians stresses in the mouth of two or three witnesses, and so does Matthew. Therefore whatever is circulated in the sense of information, either as to the work of God, or as to the personnel of the service, should be accredited before circulation. 

    ARThe apostle Paul says to the Corinthians, It hath been declared unto me ... by them which are of the house of Chloe. She evidently reported to the apostle and he speaks of that when writing to them. 

    JTHe uses the expression reported commonly later, but that common report would be accredited in his mind, I am certain, and so would that be from the house of Chloe. Chloe was evidently a woman and she was reliable, such as Phoebe. Sisters are specially in mind for reliability, that they should be reliable in what they may say. 

    EBHow do you account for the inaccuracy of the report that went out at the end of Johns gospel? 

    JTWell, that is to be noted too, but the Spirit of God records what Jesus did not say. If John 21 be an appendix, then it makes it all the more important that the truth should be fully accredited, and now that we have come to the end of the dispensation it is most important that nothing is given out that is not accurate. We often refer to the Bereans, and that one of them was in Pauls company, according to Acts 20, as if the apostle would have such a one as that to correct anything that is not according to Scripture. Sometimes notions or thoughts that are given out, it may be at local readings, are circulated and found to be inaccurate and, in fact, untrue, hence the importance of having a Berean or the spirit of the Bereans in our local meetings. 

    RemIt is said in Deuteronomy, that if certain things are reported, we are to make diligent search before we accept them. 

    AM. Does the quality of faithfulness, so stressed by Paul, therefore apply not only to persons, but to words? 

    JTSo that if a report is circulated, the words ought to be carefully analysed. We have already alluded to the expression in John 21, Jesus did not say. The Lord is dealing with a special minister that He had in mind, a nameless one so far, at least according to what He said. It was John, of course, the disciple whom Jesus loved. The Lord had in mind to keep him in reserve, to be used at any time, whether it be he actually or the spirit of what he represents. He was one to be used at any time to bring out some particular feature of the truth. The Lord would stress the need for accuracy in such matters. 

    RemReverting to the support of the testimony in the locality, there is a rather remarkable verse in 1 Samuel, which perhaps would bear upon it. It says, 

    Behold now, a man of God is in this city, and the man is held in honour; all that he says comes surely to pass. Let us now go thither: perhaps he will show us the way that we should go, 1 Samuel 9: 6. I was thinking that was a striking testimony to what was in the city. 

    JTQuite so. And then the young women, how they were able to tell Saul and his servant where the man of God was. They know, showing the importance of sisters knowing in these matters. As to Colossians, the matter of the brother which was brought forward, Timotheus the brother, then the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which are in Colosse, the idea of holiness attaching to the brethren, as well as faithfulness. I am only alluding to the actual wording of the introductory address of Paul, and then what he gives thanks for. His word runs on to the hope, in verse 5, on account of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens. The word heavens is here viewed in the sense of what heaven really is, not the expanse, which would include other things. The word heavens here, as coming up in the New Testament, would allude to heaven itself, and what heaven is in regard to matters we are speaking of, but as to the expanse, we have to bear in mind that we have other things besides what is good in the expanse. It says in Genesis 1, God called the expanse Heavens, but we have to bear in mind that it is more general. Here the hope is not in the expanse, it is in the heavens, laid up in the heavens for the Colossians. 

    QuesHad you in mind that the hope in this connection is limited definitely to the place the assembly has and not any other heavenly family? 

    JTI would think so. It says, for you; that is to say, we have to keep in mind who is spoken of and whether the Colossians are viewed simply as a local company or whether they really represent the gentiles, which they do. So what is said to be reserved in the heavens is for the gentiles, I would think. The Jews are contemplated as well as the gentiles in Ephesians, but Colossians shows that the gentiles are not at any disadvantage, because the hope is for them, and it is laid up in the heavens, meaning that it is where it is reserved and preserved for them, only they have to come to it. It is a question now of where they are and what God has wrought in them because the epistle depends on what is wrought in us, not only the objective side of things, but what is wrought in us, so that we have means in ourselves of affecting ourselves. 

    HFNWould you give us a little help in regard to the three fold way the hope is brought in: the reference here to the hope ... laid up ... in the heavens, then the hope of the glad tidings, and finally Christ in you the hope of glory. 

    JTI am glad you bring that forward. The three-fold thought as brought in here in this epistle of hope, may be compared with the Thessalonians. It does not say that the Colossians had given it up. In the second epistle to the Thessalonians the idea of hope is dropped, whereas in the first epistle it is found, and here it is found three times. I think that it should be specially stressed that hope should mark us, because things are gradually getting worse in the world and the brethren need to be buoyed up by hope. There are going to be better things for us, but we have to wait for them. What a man sees, that is the present situation, political, industrial, social or whatever it be, but it is not affording anything, especially for young men and young women. All this is intended, because really God would give the youth to understand that He is thinking of them, and they may count on God anyway to come in for them circumstantially in view of certain things, such as marriage and the like, but on the whole what is so specially needed for all of us, I believe, is the idea of hope. There is little or nothing to be expected here, and so the question is as to whether we are resting in hope. 

    HFNWould it be right to link the first reference to hope with the thought of sonship, and the second with the thought of the inheritance? Then would Christ in you the hope of glory be the distinctive feature of the Colossian side of the mystery? 

    JTQuite so. God is not spreading things out for unconverted people or even merely religious people. It is a mystery. The hope that we are trusting to involves mystery. And so we are to be instructed in mystery, and hence the need specially of reading Matthew. 

    EJMIs it a matter for our encouragement that God is pleased to associate Himself with us as the God of hope? The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, Romans 15: 13. 

    JTI was thinking of that as what you would expect in Romans; that is to say, the fundamental truth, especially for the young. So hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, a very great and comforting thought, a fundamental thought. So young people are to be established in the truth as to hope. I thought I should add that. 

    QuesWould hope make us heavenly? 

    JTWell, it does, it is connected with heaven here. 

    WCWould that link on with chapter 3, seek the things which are above? If we hope for them we would seek them. 

    JTQuite so, where the Christ is. Hope, as in Romans, is a fundamental thought, and it does not make ashamed, because God recompenses us as to what we may speak of as our hope, by the fact that His love is in our hearts. It is not viewed as in heaven, it is in our hearts, shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. 

    PHHWould it correspond at all to the book of Deuteronomy? I was thinking that the position of the children of Israel as they stood in the plains of Moab looking across the Jordan, corresponded a little with our present position. Moses takes advantage of that, somewhat like Paul here, to speak of the attractive features of the land so as to get the peoples hearts engaged with it. 

    JTIt is not the easterly outlook that is stressed, but what is over Jordan, that is to say what any one of us may come to, certainly if we are advanced in years. We have to prepare ourselves for, perhaps, departing to be with Christ, and it is said to be far better. So that we are not disconsolate nor discouraged by anything, even if it be serious illness, but we are occupied with what is over Jordan. In principle it is the land. The Lord, when He said to the thief, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise, implied that the thing would be very blessed, it would be a blessed condition. That is very wonderful, I think. And so it is that any one of us may be called to depart to be with Christ, but let us have the hope too, that is to say the hope of a better condition. 

    AAlThe apostle brings in hope in 1 Corinthians 13 as one of the things that abide. Now abide faith, hope, love; these three things. 

    QuesWas the hope linked with their love to all the saints? It says, and the love which ye have towards all the saints. We are going to dwell with all the saints eternally, would not that help us to love them now? 

    JTYes, but we are going to dwell with Christ immediately. It is just as well for us to be practical, for if we are going to be with Christ, it is immediate, even if we are old or young. It is not a question of joining the throng, it is a question of being with Christ; so that it is a better thing, and that would make us more cheerful and stress the thought of hope; already hope is in the matter. 

    LESIt is said of Abraham, who against hope believed in hope to his becoming father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 

    Would that link on with the Colossian epistle in regard to the nations? 

    JTQuite so, and it is not what we see, as it says, For what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?. Hope refers to what is not seen, and so we should be encouraged as to this point. Whilst there is the great and glorious thought that we are to join the heavenly, the ransomed throng, as we say, and to enter into the actual fact of sonship, because sonship is implied in the full thought of salvation in Romans 8, yet there is that which precedes that, namely what we may hope for in joining the Lord. He says to the thief, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. That is something to think of. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 12 that he did not know whether he was in the body or out of it. But he was in paradise, and that was a truth that he would bring into his ministry. So that those who are ministering, even if old, have hope in what is immediate, in view of the Lords coming or of His taking them to be with Him at any time. 

    WHSo the apostle says, we are ... pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord, 2 Corinthians 5: 8. 

    JTQuite so. The immediate thought of what the Lord will do for us pending the full end of the dispensation is to be before us; that He is thinking of us in view, of what is better, is something that very many need to be encouraged with. That brings an element of joy too, but many of us, perhaps, are not very much accustomed to joy in our experience. This may be especially so if we are ministers or gifted men, for we are apt to rest in our gift and what we are doing, whereas the joy lies in what we are coming into, the better things. 

    QuesIs this in any way set forth in Caleb when he says, I brought him word again as it was in my heart? Was hope there livingly? 

    JTThen he realised it at the end. When he was eighty-five he was equal to what he had been at forty-five or forty. Therefore what we are saying as to our having joy in our hearts is very important, especially for those of us who are older. The Lord would say, There is plenty of joy, why not have it? It is all bound up with the Lords doings. Whatever He may do for us, He has us in His mind, so that we may have joy now, as well as the joy that comes in with our departure to be with Him. 

    QuesReference was made a moment or two ago to faith, hope and love. Would it be out of place to ask what is the difference between faith and hope? 

    JTWell, it is a very good question. We speak more of faith, perhaps, than we speak of hope. While faith is fundamental as to the truth and as to the ministry, hope is intended to stimulate us before things become visible, as it says, Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. That is to be in our hearts in view of possible dissolution. 

    QuesHave you in mind that faith is on the principle of light, while hope is really something arrived at in the way of enjoyment? 

    JTWell, I think hope really involves promise. The promises are very tangible. The Lord says to Philadelphia, I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. That we are to be taken out of the great tribulation is a promise which I believe the brethren are coming to see. The fact that the Lord has made that promise, as well as other promises, is an element that affords satisfaction and joy. Then, what you say enters into Romans, as has already been remarked; that is to say, Hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. The thing is in our hearts, but it is based on promise, and, of course, on light too, as it says, The things which are seen are temporal; but the things that are not seen are eternal, and these all occasion hope and encouragement and joy. 

    AAlDo not the two terms faith and hope seem to blend into one in 1 Corinthians 13, where it says, the greater of these is love, as if love is over against the other two joined together? 

    JTLove is the greater. It is not superlative, it is comparative. The comparison is between faith and hope, but love abides, for love is eternal. It is not based on anything in a sense; it is what God is, and what the Holy Spirit sheds abroad in our hearts. 

    ANWIs faith particularly connected with Abraham, whereas hope more with Sarah? It says she hoped in God. 

    JTAbraham looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. He looked for that and that was a hope. But now we have to come back to the question raised as to the difference between faith and hope. Faith is by report; that is the way it is put in Romans, Faith then is by a report, but the report by Gods word. Then we have what is said about hope also in Romans. Faith is a report which our souls rest in, but hope is clearly additional as something to affect us in a moral way. There is such a thing as what is unseen affording joy, and hope covers all that, for what is not seen is eternal. The soul thus learns to live in hope in that sense. 

    EJMIs hope linked with the progressive reception of the truth as in Romans 15? It says, Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that ye should abound in hope. 

    JTJust so, it is a question of the power of the Holy Spirit, for things are all in the Spirit. 

    RemThe sojourners of the dispersion had lost everything so far as what was material and earthly was concerned, but the apostle writes to them and says, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead, 1 Peter 1: 3. 

    JTA living hope, not simply hope, but a living one, which is just a strengthening thought. 

    QuesWould it be right to bring forward the first verse of Hebrews 11, faith is the substantiating of things hoped for? 

    JTThat shows that faith and hope are intimately linked together. Faith, of course, is the great fundamental thought and gathers up everything, you might say, in itself, but then when we specialise, we have to come to love, and see that it is greater than the other two. That is to say, it is the great essential thing that emanates from God. 

    EGPeter in his first epistle says, whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom though not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory. 

    JTThat is intelligible, in view of Peters writing to the saints of the dispersion. He was the apostle of the circumcision, but they were dispersed, which would mean that they were suffering, and he encourages them in that way. Filled with the glory, as it goes on to say, would imply the Spirit, of course. So that the Jewish Christians in that day would be filled with the glory, but the glory as faith would lay hold of it through the gospel. 

    SBWould it be right to bring the blessed Lord into this question of hope? It is said of Him in Psalm 22, thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mothers breasts, and then it says in Hebrews, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame. The word hope is not used there, but is it not very much implied? 

    JTThe joy coming in there, and the Lord Himself saying that He had been made to hope, is very remarkable; the joy that was set before Him, showing that the Lord Jesus Himself as Man entered into all these matters; He leads in them. 

    AAlIs that seen too in Psalm 16, my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore? 

    JTThese are Psalms, of course, that the saint feeds on, as furnishing food from the experience of Christ, but they are not on the level of Colossians and Ephesians. 

    ECMDoes the word, the word of the truth of the glad tidings, involve the hope that you have dwelt on? 

    JTIt does. It shows how the gospel is blended into all these matters. The Colossians were gentiles, they were not such as Peter wrote to, the saints of the dispersion, the gentiles are not viewed as dispersed. We are just set here and God has converted us here where we are and we have to battle with the world as it is. We are not in the Jews position, we are gentiles, and we get here the elements of the gospel involving what we need, that is, joy in our hearts through faith. 

    AWGTIs not that confirmed in relation to the gentiles in Ephesians 2 where we are said to have no hope? 

    JTThat is, of course, over against what the believer has. Ephesians contemplates the Jew and the gentile. We shall come to that later, no doubt; but now we are dealing, for the moment, with the gentiles represented in the Colossian assembly, and what the gentiles had through the gospel. So we have in verse 6, bearing fruit and growing, even as also among you, from the day ye heard them and knew indeed the grace of God, in truth: even as ye learned from Epaphras. 

    PHHDoes it raise at all the question of the type of gospel nowadays, whether there is a peculiarly heavenly touch in the preaching such as is known amongst us? 

    JTI believe the custom that the Lord has brought about of the brethren having prayer in their houses in view of their gospel testimony on the Lords day evenings, would tend to bring about a higher level of the gospel testimony. Usually, we have to say that most of the hearers are already saints, or the children of saints, and it is all the more necessary that we should preach a full gospel, which would mean that the young people are to be encouraged in the line of hope. The gospel involves hope, the hope that makes not ashamed, because of the tangible thing, that is, the love of God shed abroad in our hearts and by no less a person than the Holy Spirit Himself. So that I think prayer for the gospel before the meeting is leading to a better and more intelligent apprehension as to the truth of the glad tidings. 

    JSEIn pursuance of that, would you remark on the expression, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus? 

    JTHaving heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, and so forth. Then we have the word heard in regard to Paul himself, from the day ye heard them and knew indeed the grace of God, in truth: even as ye learned from Epaphras our beloved fellow-bondman, who is a faithful minister of Christ for you, who has also manifested to us your love in the Spirit. That is to say, Epaphras would represent the spirit that we are speaking of, the higher level of things in the gospel, which had laid hold of the Colossians, and Epaphras, who was one of them, informed the apostle. He says, Who has also manifested to us your love in the Spirit, so that love in the Spirit is evidently the thing that we are led up to in this paragraph. It is something that is to be looked for now, because of the level to which things are being brought in the ministry. Although it may be to fewer numbers, yet the quality is better. 

    JGWould this be supported by verse 28, whom we announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ? 

    JTWell, that is, of course, Paul himself, Pauls ministry itself. But we were trying to work out a little this matter of the gospel as it is preached now amongst us, in our little gatherings. It is to be of a better quality. When we come to verse 28, of course, we come to Pauls ministry, his preaching, what he had in mind, but what we have in mind now is to make the most of things as they are. Even although the numbers may not be large, there should be something there that ministers the truth even to young people, so that their hearts are stirred up by the presentation of something that they can count on in this present disturbed world. 

    HPWIn speaking of the improved quality of the gospel, do you think that there is something particularly attractive on the side of joy, which would counteract the elements that are abroad in the world? I am thinking of joy in the Holy Spirit. 

    JTThat is exactly what I was thinking, and that we come now to the Holy Spirit, who has also manifested to us your love in the Spirit, what the Colossians had in the Spirit. I have no doubt you are accustomed to what I am saying as to preaching, and the question would arise, Who is to preach, and how often is he preaching, and is he looking after the home front, and all that. Now we find that we have prayers, and the young people and even the young boys in the families are drawn into the prayers, and this fact is not to be overlooked. They are learning to have part in the things of God. Even although the result may not be as great as we might wish, yet the quality is better, and I believe that is of very great importance. The apostles allusion here to your love in the Spirit is to show what Christianity really is. It is not simply that they have received the Spirit, but the love that they have is in the Spirit. We have to learn to love in the Spirit; not simply to love persons that we may have special predilections for, but to love in the Spirit, which rises to the thought of love as in God Himself. 

    WCWould preaching of that character lead to assembly material being secured? 

    JTPrecisely. That is just what I was thinking. You have something that the Lord can use at once, that He can lay His hand on at once. If love is in the Spirit in the gathering, as it was at Colosse, there is something that the Lord can lay His hand upon. 

    WCIs not that indicated in John 4 where the Lord leads on from what you might call the gospel to worship? 

    JTQuite so; and it leads on to a person like the woman who left her waterpot and went her way into the city to testify. This is the sort of things that the Lord can lay His hand on; persons that can testify, and the state of the local assembly as characterised by love in the Spirit. 

    PLSo that Onesimus, the convert, is introduced as a brother beloved. Is that the quality? 

    JTQuite so. A brother beloved. 

    EuRDoes Acts 26: 18, give us the high level of the gospel? Receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified. 

    JTVery good. 

    ARDoes it not seem to start with receiving or knowing, and knew indeed the grace of God, in truth? Would that be the start, and would it be included in the gospel that he speaks of, the word of the truth of the glad tidings? 

    JTVery good. The word of it, not simply that you preach the gospel, but the word of it, and therefore we have in Timothy, Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season. 

    WSSWe are not to be moved away from the hope of the glad tidings. It would be in our hearts in the preaching, would it not? 

    JTTherefore the glad tidings conveys the idea of hope, so that we are not droopy or downcast, we are alive. Caleb says, Jehovah has kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years ... and now behold, I am this day eighty-five years old, Joshua 14: 10. Therefore if a brother is old, the question is, Is he living in the truth? 

    PHHWhat did you mean just now by emphasising the word? The word of the glad tidings here, and Preach the word in Timothy. 

    JTThe word conveys the mind of God in the thing. It is not simply the formal thing, the terms of the gospel, but the word of it conveys the mind of God. 

    QuesThe apostle says, Even as ye learned from Epaphras. Does the word learned suggest the higher quality of the preaching? 

    JTI was thinking that the young people in the houses of the brethren are brought into the thing in these Lords day evening prayers. Sometimes you hear young brothers joining in the prayers, and they are learning. One of the most important things, as we have been remarking, is the youth, and how the truth is brought to them. Then the question is raised as to how they are taking it on and being influenced by it. A man like Epaphras would be just the man to help them. He is one of you, and that would mean that he was one of them characteristically, I would think. He would thus take on things and teach them to the young. 

  
    SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR ASSEMBLY SERVICE (2) (JT 63)

    Colossians 1: 9 - 29

    JTI think it will be observed that this epistle is marked by immediate application of the truth to the local company. It therefore differs somewhat from Ephesians, which is marked by the truth itself being unfolded, although, in time, applied to the Ephesians. There is that in Ephesians which corresponds, but it is the value of the truth itself which is stressed there. At other times the need of application is stressed as here in Colossians and in connection with the application we have the thought of prayer. Hence, For this reason we also, from the day we heard of your faith and love, do not cease praying and asking for you, to the end that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so as to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God, strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and long suffering with joy. That which is due to the Father, to God, is then added, leading up to the beautiful expression the kingdom of the Son of his love: an expression which, I think, is only found here, the Son of the Fathers love. The instruction therefore leads up to that. Other things are in mind, but generally as applying to the local company at Colosse, only that at the end the apostle is free to speak of himself and his ministry, the aim of which was to present every man perfect in Christ. 

    JMrWhat reason would you say is referred to in verse 9? For this reason .... 

    JTWhat he had been speaking of, I would say. It is a peculiar way of Pauls, that he gathers up what he had been saying and enlarges on it, at the same time centralising it in a certain way, so that here it led to his prayer. 

    PLDo you mean that where Pauline ministry takes root locally the saints, in such a locality, are able to move in the universal stream of what is Pauline and support it? 

    JTQuite so. And then to see, as they evidently did, his peculiar place in the scheme of the truth that shines always in his writings. So that you rightly use the word Pauline. It has its own place and should have its own place in our minds. On any point that may be critical, if Paul bears on it, then he has to be consulted. What he says has to be considered for he indeed has the last word in things. Hence he lays stress on himself; so that if it be a question of discipline, the governing feature must be what Paul says. We must begin with that, and not go to the Old Testament in those cases. Of course, that could only exist after he was called out, because he was called out as an elect vessel, as the Lord says, to me. Thus when he is on the scene as formally and definitely appointed in his services, because he has several administrations, then he must be consulted. At the beginning, before Paul, it was the apostles; it says, they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles. But when Paul is definitely set up in the service, he has the last word, at least that is how the truth stands in regard of him. 

    LESWould his priestly concern here be a link with what is said in 2 Corinthians 11: 28? Besides those things that are without, the crowd of cares pressing on me daily, the burden of all the assemblies. 

    JTIn the Corinthian epistles we have an account of his travels and of his work and of his sufferings so as to give weight to what has been remarked and to show that morally he is entitled, under the Lord, to a hearing in all matters. 

    PLIs this seen in the expression, which is given me towards you to complete the word of God? Is that the final word? 

    JTJust so. 

    QuesWould the truth of the assembly in the gospels be approached by way of Paul too? 

    JTWell, we may look at the truth in a way for our own profit and learning and so on, but when we come to doctrine or to critical matters, we have to consult him. The Lord says he is an elect vessel to me, as if he had a special place at the Lords hand for critical matters. John had his place too, but it was as to love and usefulness, extending on indefinitely throughout the dispensation, whereas Paul had the place in critical matters at the beginning, to complete things. 

    QuesIs that what is conveyed when he says, Thus I ordain in all the assemblies? Is that word authoritative? 

    JTExactly. You have that throughout the Corinthian epistles. We have to observe whatever he says. 

    RemHe says to Timothy, The things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also, 2 Timothy 2: 2. 

    JTTimotheus knew Pauls way for he had a more personal place with Paul than anyone in the sense of his being Pauls child. No one perhaps could have such a place as he. Although Titus came near it he did not come so near to being a personal aid to Paul as Timotheus did. 

    AAlDoes the instruction to Timothy, Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things bear on this? 

    JTJust so. He would instruct him as in that position. Apollos on the other hand had an independent position, which is another matter to be considered. Paul suggested to Apollos to go to Corinth, but he did not take the place of being sent by Paul. It was not at all his will to go now, Paul says. But Timotheus would go if Paul sent him. 

    WWWhy do you think that Paul links Timothy with him here? It says, For this reason we also. Then in the end of the chapter whom we announce. In the epistle to the Ephesians it was more personal to himself. He says, Wherefore I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you, and the love which ye have towards all the saints. 

    JTI think here it would be more general, whereas in Ephesians it is Pauls own apostolic authority. 

    QuesWould the importance of referring to Paul in critical matters be seen in the account of the shipwreck, where his voice is heard, from time to time, in connection with the exigencies of the voyage? 

    JTQuite so. He said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me. He was really in charge of the ship, showing how God can bring His servants forward as needed. 

    WSSDoes the expression to complete the word of God imply the giving of a fulness to all that had been written before? 

    JTWell, it is not the completion of Scripture, but the completion of the word of God. I suppose the general principle governing the idea of the word of God is that it is really the mind of God. 

    WSSApart from Pauls ministry, should we have the fulness of the other scriptures? 

    JTWell, it required Pauls ministry to give the fulness, showing how the Lord takes up certain ones. We might single out Paul and John and Peter, as entering into the whole dispensation. John, I would say, is the one who comes nearest to us, the Lord having him at His hand in view of the changing circumstances of the testimony, and keeping him, as it were, to Himself for needed service. It is in a mysterious sense that he is kept under the Lords hand; so that whatever may happen, the Lord is ready. It is not simply that the Scriptures are there and the ministry is there, but someone evidently governed by love that He can lay His hand upon. John was the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

    QuesIn the Galatian epistle, Paul speaks as though it was a well-recognised fact that he had received from the Lord the apostleship of the nations. Does that enter into this epistle in a special way? 

    JTHe says there that God ... was pleased to reveal his Son in me, which is a striking matter. He does not say, to me but in me. 

    RemIt is striking that Peter recognises this very principle, when he singles out Paul, saying, as our beloved brother Paul also has written. 

    JTClearly Peter would recognise him as one that had a great place, even a place superior to him in a way. He speaks of him, not simply as a brother, but our beloved brother Paul. His place in the service is clearly indicated in that expression of Peters. 

    WHWould his earlier reference in the second epistle to being established in the present truth refer to the light brought in by Paul? 

    JTI would think that. The present truth is a very good phrase. 

    Eu.R What would be involved in the thought of God revealing His Son in Paul? 

    JTWell, it is the inwardness of Pauls position, I would think. Peter had a place, of course, in the foundation of the assembly, and also in connection with the material, and the administration of the assembly, but Pauls place is unique. It would seem as if he had the Lords full confidence. To use the word in an ordinary sense, he had an inlet into the Lords mind confidentially. There was one that the Lord could trust, and I would say Paul was that one. That comes out in all his personal remarks and they give him so much prominence and so much importance which we must recognise, especially when we come to critical matters. 

    RemLet him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment. 

    JTYes, It is in the singular, it is the Lords commandment. The Lord would entrust him with any particular matter. But then what we have already commented upon as to God revealing His Son in Paul, refers to the inwardness of the truth, and its bearing on Pauls position. 

    QuesSo that his authority is not only based on the exercise of gift, but on what he was substantially in the work of God? 

    JTWhat the man was personally; and what a man he was! What distinction he acquired and what honour was conferred upon him! He himself tells us that he was caught up to the third heaven, and then that he was caught up into paradise. He had a part in paradise. 

    LOLDoes not Pauls knowledge of their faith and love bring out prayer, first on account of the hope, in verse 5, and then that they might be filled with the full knowledge of His will, verse 9? 

    JTWell, just so. It shows the place and importance of prayer in Pauls mind, and I do not know of any time when prayer has been in more prominence than it has been recently. The availability of prayer and the part it has in conditions among the Lords people are very encouraging. We may rely on it too. Paul is foremost in advocating this thought, and so he says here, For this reason we also, from the day we heard of your faith and love, do not cease praying and asking for you. It shows the immediate need that was in his mind in connection with the Colossians and that prayer was necessary. It is not simply what he could instruct them in, but his prayer for them. 

    PHHWould the greatness of his personality in all that he was inwardly make that prayer more powerful? He says similarly in Corinthians, I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ. Is it the power of his own personality? 

    JTI would think so. We have the idea of a cabinet in Davids history; persons over departments, and I would say this must enter into Pauls position. The Lord is operating a system, and Paul is the chief one in it. Peculiar distinction is thus given to him and specially as knowing the inwardness of things, as having the divine mind peculiarly. Then there is the place that prayer has in all this. He had power in prayer, so that things should be brought about. The Lord would do things for him especially. 

    HPWWould you say a word in connection with this inwardness of Pauls and the expression, strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory? 

    JTWell, I think we can get help on that again in Davids history for he built inwardly. It says, David built round about ... and inward, 2 Samuel 5: 9. David had a great place, of course, personally and the idea of inwardness was there, but it is especially seen in Pauls case, for God revealed His Son in him. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 12 that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me. He would gladly suffer and he was suffering very severely too, because evidently he had something wrong with him in his person. One had said that his speech was contemptible. Whether that was true or not we cannot be sure, but there was a messenger of Satan for the flesh in him and he asked the Lord three times about it. That would bear out what we are saying and show how accurate he was in his knowledge of Christ. He says, That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings. He had those thoughts about the Lord and he would gladly accept the sufferings in order that the power of the Christ might rest upon him in his work. He would suffer rather than lose that, showing how personal his feelings were as to the Lord, and how the Lord trusted him. 

    LESSo he says, The Lord stood with me, and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all those of the nations should hear, 2 Timothy 4: 17. 

    PLThe word Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them bears on what is distinctly Pauline. And further does the school of Tyrannus, where we have the climax of Pauls ministry at Ephesus, suggest that the saints are to be established under Pauline authority in the full scope of the truth by the diligent pursuit of it day by day? 

    JTHe makes prominent the reception of the Spirit by the twelve men that were at Ephesus, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed?, he says. He had in his mind what he would do at Ephesus, not at Colosse, or at Corinth, but at Ephesus. It is a question of the need of the Spirit, not simply ordinary teaching or instruction but the Spirit received. The twelve men did not know, but the apostle instructed them as to it and then he laid his hands on them. They received the Spirit through the laying on of his hands, showing the place he had in the work at Ephesus. 

    QuesDid you have something particularly in mind in speaking of the Son of his love as the climax of this exercise? 

    JTWell, I think the Son of the Fathers love is a reference to Solomon and the place he has in the truth. In view of the young people among us, God would say, Son, give me thine heart. We are now speaking of Paul, and what there would be of Solomon in his ministry, because we must look for the best if we take up Paul. In taking up anything of God we must look for the best and then work out from that, and Ephesus, of course, is the very best that we have. It is not simply the application of the truth to a company of Christians but the unfolding of the thing itself; the unfolding of what is in the mind of God. Hence, in that epistle, Paul brings out his place, and his knowledge of the mystery. So I believe what is in mind here in the Son of the Fathers love is what Paul works out; the truth in that connection. It says, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, a word to be noted, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. The word translated is to be noted too, for the us is not simply the Colossians. It is a question of the saints generally and our translation into the kingdom of the Son of his love. He has been praying, and now he is really worshipping, in saying, giving thanks to the Father. It shows how the truth worked out in his soul, and how he would impart that idea to them. 

    PHHDo you mean by that, that what is suggested in Solomon goes beyond what is in David? Are we to be retained for the realm of peace and glory, and for what is exclusive? 

    JTWell, David was never spoken of in the same way as Solomon. It is said of Solomon that as a babe Jehovah loved him. I do not know whether that is said of anyone else, save the Lord Jesus, that Jehovah loved him as a babe; not as a man, or a ruler, or a king, but as a babe. Solomon as a babe was loved of Jehovah, and He sent Nathan to name him Jedidiah. David has personal affections in regard to the whole matter, and he would bring Solomon into that, because Jehovah loved him. That is the reason why I mention the fact that He is called here the Son of the Fathers love. 

    PHHWould we have a peculiar link in that kingdom because Solomon sets out sonship by way of adoption as far as we are concerned? Does not God say to David that Solomon should be His son and God would be his Father? 

    JTIt is in that sense that the whole matter of sonship comes out in Davids history. David said to Nathan, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains, and Nathan says, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. But then Nathan spoke too quickly, because Jehovah had in His heart, at that time, to bring in Solomon. It was not to be David, it was to be Solomon. It was sonship in that sense and it says Jehovah loved Solomon. I believe it is in that sense that he is brought in here. Christ is brought in here as the Son of the Fathers love, in view of our translation into that kingdom. It is the place that the Lord Jesus has with the Father as the Son of His love. We read in Romans 6 of the Father raising Christ by His glory. That is another thing to notice, for it would be in keeping with this passage, the Son of his love. 

    JSEWhy did you emphasise the word translate? 

    JTWell, it is a word to be noted. It says in verse 13, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. It is a word to show the totality or fulness of the deliverance of those who form the assembly from the darkness of the devil. 

    QuesDoes it involve an entirely new place; not substantially but spiritually? 

    JTThe word translation involves our being taken out of one state and condition into another, by an act of power. It is a collective thought, I would say. 

    CRBIt says in Proverbs 4: 3, I was a son unto my father. Does that come in here? 

    JTThat was in my mind, because I believe the Son of his love is a reference to the book of Proverbs. It opens up the book of Proverbs to us, especially to young people. Solomon says, I was a son unto my father, showing that the youth ought to be attracted by this thought and look into the book of Proverbs and especially in view of the virtuous woman at the end of it. He says in Ecclesiastes 7: 28, a woman ... have I not found, but still he could depict her character here and she represents the assembly. The book of Proverbs thus opens up the truth of the assembly, I would say, for young people especially, and the Son of the Fathers love is a most attractive thought in that setting. 

    EuRDoes it involve sharing the portion of the saints in light? 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesIs it a little remarkable that some expressions only occur once in Scripture? They seem powerful enough to convey all that there is to be conveyed. We never hear of Jedidiah more than once, and here the kingdom of the Son of his love is a unique expression. 

    JTJust so, that is good. 

    ARIt says in whom we have redemption. Would that suggest that we are graced in Christ in this character? 

    JTHe works it out in that sense. He is speaking of Christ, of course, but He is the Son of the Fathers love. Then in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins and so on, showing that it is a peculiar place in which we are graced. We have redemption there. 

    NKMWhen it says, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light; how is that effected by the Father? 

    JTWell, as it is seen here it is a collective thought. It is not a question of how it is effected, but the great thing is that it is effected by the Father; the Father has done it. 

    WSSWould you say that the great thought in the apostles mind is what is in the Fathers mind for us, namely that we should have a real understanding of these things, not merely an objective knowledge? 

    JTThe Fathers action is in mind. The Son of his love is a beautiful expression, and, as I was saying, points to Solomon. In that sense it points to the glory of Christ in His Solomonic character, and not simply in His Davidic character. It suggests the very best and most precious in the sense of persons. 

    QuesWould the expression his only-begotten Son emphasise the tenderness of the Fathers love? 

    JTQuite so. He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, is another one like that. These expressions bring into view the relations in which divine Persons stand to each other. The Spirit of God through Paul thus brings it in here, no doubt to suggest the place Christ has in Pauls heart. He was the Son of the Fathers love, but God had revealed his Son in Paul. Paul says, God ... was pleased to reveal his Son in me, Galatians 1: 16. He revealed that Son, that blessed Person, in Pauls heart, I would say, and that brings out just what we have been saying as to Paul and the place he has in the divine system of things. He has a unique place in the divine economy. No one has it but he. Hence his being taken up into heaven, and hearing wonderful things; things, he says, which it is not allowed to man to utter. So perhaps we must begin to think about Paul in a different way and revert back to the Lords remark as to him that he is an elect vessel to me. 

    FCHDoes not that fit in with Micah 5: 2 - 4, in regard of Christ Himself? Out of thee shall he come forth unto me who is to be Ruler in Israel. Then it goes on to say, And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of Jehovah, in the majesty of the name of Jehovah his God. The tenderness and authority that marked Pauls ministry would be conveyed in that, would it not? 

    JTIt is a question of what is knowable amongst the brethren. We have hardly touched it really. I do not say, what is known, but what is knowable. Paul says, my knowledge, and no one had such knowledge as he. 

    LOLWould you say that the service of God never reached such a height as in Solomons time as we see in 2 Chronicles 5? 

    JTI would say that is true. The description we have in 1 Kings especially is to bring that out and to show how beautifully things were done. The glory of Christ was foreshadowed in the service of Solomon. 

    RBWould the expression, the kingdom of the Son of his love convey the thought of display in contrast to what is inward? 

    JTVery likely, because the Father would take account of Christ in that way and that He should be displayed as the Son of His love. I believe it may be taken to run with the first day of the week, because on the first day of the week the Father raised Him by His glory. He was raised by the glory of the Father and we are entitled to regard that as giving character to the first day of the week. 

    AAlWould the expression the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own, bear on this matter? 

    JTIt clearly points to the affections that the Father had for the Son. He was His Own. 

    ADTIs there a link with Johns ministry? It says, The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand. 

    JTVery good. That comes out in John 3, and then chapter 4 is to make known the Lord in His service. The woman of Samaria especially comes into evidence and then the worship of the Father also. We can see how everything has been placed in the hands of the Son of his love. 

    QuesIn view of current exercises, should the expression saints in light be noted? If we are in the consciousness of that there would be no difficulty as to points of detail and our all doing the same thing. 

    JTThe Father has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light. It is not simply the portion that we have, but where it is. It is in light. All this fits in with Colossians and the immediate link with Paul too. 

    Now we want to come to the second great point here and that is the question of the Lords own Person. It is worked out, without a paragraph, from verse 14, where it says, in whom we have redemption, (that is, in the Son of His love) the forgiveness of sins; who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation; because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him. And he is before all, and all things subsist together by him. And he is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things for in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. So that we have before us now this great subject of the Person of Christ in regard to the creation, in regard to all things, and, finally, in regard to the assembly, that He is Head of it. 

    AStWhy is there such a wonderful description of His Person here? 

    JTI think it is essential that the Lord should be seen personally according to these verses in view of the truth that was intended to be unfolded, and it is a question of His Person. The time has come for the truth of the Lords Person to be brought in and so the apostle pursues it, saying, who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation; because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth and so forth. It is a question of His glory in creation, and then His glory in the assembly, as Head of it. 

    WSSWould it be a distinctive glory which no creature could share? 

    JTQuite so. He is viewed as the Creator; all things being created by Him. 

    AHGIn the expression he is the head of the body, the He is emphasised. Is that a reference back to the glories described in the previous verses? 

    JTIt is an additional thought. The apostle moves on from the thought of redemption to the thought that He is the image of the invisible God, that is to say, it is Deity in Christ. Then He is the firstborn of all creation, meaning that He has the chief place in creation, which is amplified when he says, because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him. All that is to bring out His Deity, His part in the Deity. Then we have His distinctive place as Man in it, and finally His part as Head of the body, the assembly. 

    QuesIs there a link between the expression in Proverbs 8: 30, the nursling of his love and what is said in Colossians in relation to Christ as the Son of His love? 

    JTIn Proverbs it might be translated the architect. Things were created on the principle of skill or architecture. The nursling is a very tender thought, but it is wisdom appropriating the term to itself, and, of course, we may go too far as to that and make too much of wisdom. It is said in 1 Corinthians 1: 24 that Christ is the wisdom of God, but in Proverbs 8 wisdom is not a person, but a quality; it is personified, in a certain sense, but it is simply a quality attached to God as apprehended in creation. 

    EuRHere is it the greatness of this Person; that He is the source, the means and the end in creation? 

    JTJust so. 

    QuesDoes image here go further than representation? Does it involve the whole revelation of God? 

    JTImage is representation. It is stated that Christ is the image of the invisible God. John says, No one has seen God at any time; but then he qualifies that in saying, the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. It is a question of declaration, not revelation. 

    JMrWhen the Lord Jesus was born, He who is Firstborn of all creation, there was no room for them in the inn. 

    JTWell, it is a question of the smallness of the inn and that a place had to be found for Him elsewhere. 

    Of course, we can quite understand that there is no place great enough to house Him, but still He is pleased to dwell in the assembly. 

    QuesWould Hebrews 1 bear on what you are saying, the effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance? Is that any different or would it amplify what you have in mind? 

    JTThese expressions in the first chapter of Hebrews have to be carefully used. We have the fact that God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, at the end of these days has spoken to us in the person of the Son. The article is not there properly, so that it really reads: God has spoken to us in Son. It is really the Son who is the Creator and He is the Speaker. So it says, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance. Now the notes help in that, and I think ought to be taken account of. The note to the word effulgence in verse 3, reads that which fully presents the glory which is in something else. Thus light makes us know what the sun is; the tabernacle, what the pattern in the mount was. Then again, another note to the word substance in verse 3, reads, Clearlysubstance,essential being,notperson. Therefore what we have to regard in these words is that Christ is the effulgence of the glory of God, and the expression of His substance. It is to be noticed that the word substance (according to the note) is not person. It is therefore outside of us and we have to say we do not understand. We cannot say anything about the essential being of God for He is spoken of as dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see, 1 Timothy 6: 16. 

    GHMDoes not Hebrews 1 connect with all the fulness which was pleased to dwell in Him? (Colossians 1: 19). Is the fulness in Him something separate from what He is personally? 

    JTThe word fulness is a noun, just like the word greatness. You cannot just say what it is; you just have to accept what it may mean. The word greatness is used in that way also, and it is better just to let it stand as it is, that in Christ all the fulness was pleased to dwell. What do we know about that? We have just to bow our heads and say we do not understand, but it is there. 

    FCHIs the force of it that it is the Son of his love who is all this? 

    JTExactly. That makes it all very simple. He is a lovable Person, yet, at the same time, He is beyond us as to any thought of expression physically, for it is a question of God here, and that in Christ is the fulness of God. The word fulness there, as we have remarked, is a noun. 

    QuesIs that borne out by His word no one knows the Son but the Father? 

    JTQuite so. And No one has seen God at any time is another expression of the same character. 

    PL. Is not this sense of infinitude to us essential in view of the promotion of the service of God? 

    JTQuite so. We cannot speak of divine Persons as if we knew Them as we know each other. They are beyond us. Even the Lord Jesus, as Man, is beyond us. 

    PLThere only to adore. 

    JTQuite so. Hence we worship the Son, we worship the Lord, as well as the Father. 

    ANWIs there any scripture that speaks more highly of Christ than Colossians 1? 

    JTI hardly think there is. These verses are specially devoted to the thought of the Person of Christ. It seems as if, in the apostles mind, it was necessary to bring them in, in view of the present time. We are dealing now with practical things, and in view of the present time the brethren should have clearly before them that the personal Deity of Christ enters into all these things that we have been going through in this chapter. He is God, and our hearts are bowed before Him in the midst of all the confusion there is, and He is the One that God has appointed to judge the world in righteousness. God has appointed Him, so that the matter resolves itself into this that we know where we are, that things are vested in Christ, and He is God Himself. 

    PLIs this the ark and the two thousand cubits between it and the people? 

    JTThat is just what it is. We are not to be too free in talking about the things of God and the Persons of the Deity, but we must speak of them in a holy and reverential way. I believe Colossians 1 is intended to teach us that and it is needed, too, in view of the condition of the Colossians, where they were in danger of philosophy and vain deceit. 

    WSSWould you say a word about the two references to firstborn? In verse 15 it says, firstborn of all creation, and then in verse 18, firstborn from among the dead. 

    JTThey show how the Spirit of God brings in the things that adorn the Scriptures, and give them a fulness. He is firstborn of creation and then firstborn in relation to coming out of death. He is the head of the body, the assembly; and then it adds, who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things. So that we are to accustom ourselves to giving Him the first place. 

    WSSI was thinking that firstborn of all creation does not bring in the thought of relationship, whereas firstborn from among the dead does. 

    JTQuite so; only He has the first place in that. Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christs at his coming, 1 Corinthians 15: 23. 

    In verse 24 the apostle begins another paragraph, saying, Now, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly; of which I became minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given me towards you to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but has now been made manifest to his saints; to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory. The apostle now is releasing himself from all others to think of his ministry and the place that he has. It gives a peculiar finish to the chapter and makes way for what is said more specifically in chapters 2 and 3. His service had the finishing thought in it, that we may present every man perfect in Christ. 

    WWGoing back to verses 19 and 20, it says there, for in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to itself. I would like to know the difference between the thought of in Him and by Him. 

    JTI think it all has in mind, first to establish the Deity of the Lord, so that He might have His own proper place in our minds and hearts, and then to show, that not only we, but all things will be reconciled by that Person. It is a question of the Deity, and of God doing it, and that He has this Person in His hands, as we have been saying. Paul was in Christs hands in this same sense, but God has this Person in His hands for these things; first for the thought of the fulness of the Godhead and then to reconcile all things to Himself. God has this Person and is employing Him (we are speaking reverently) to reconcile all things to Himself; all things I suppose being the universe. Everything is to be reconciled; that is, brought into complacency with God. Thus he runs on, in verse 24, as we have been saying, to his own special service in the completion of all this, and that would be to present every man perfect in Christ. It is not every thing, but every man; because that is the immediate matter in Colossians. It is a question of man, and every one is to be presented perfect. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the scope of that expression, present every man perfect in Christ? Does it involve Pauls ministry of the gospel and of the assembly? 

    JTWell, of course, it cannot be the assembly fully because it is every man, but then we must have the thought of perfection in each of us. God selects us, and He thinks of each of us personally, and then our being presented in perfection to Him. It is a question of the completion of the work of God and the detail involved in that regarding each of us. We have been speaking of the Lord taking us through death and the hope that there is even in that, but now we have the thought that we will come out in perfection. The divine thought in every one of us will come out in due course, and Paul was labouring to that end when he says here, that we may present every man perfect in Christ. 

    ANWIs his combating primarily his prayers, more than his work and ministry? 

    JTShowing that there was combat in it, for Satan had to do with it. He was working in the midst of conditions such as there are in this world, where Satan has power. Hence the need of combat, which has a great place in this epistle. It is a solemn thing that we have to do with Satan. 

    AHGWhy does he bring it down to the thought of every man here after having spoken of the assembly? 

    JTTo show, I suppose, the individual character of the work of God in each person and what God must have. He first had Adam, one man, and then a woman, but now it is every man. Think of the innumerableness of those that are to be presented perfect, and what pleasure God has in that! Paul was labouring to the end that that should come about and it was a question of combat, because the devil would have his part in it too. 

    EGWould you connect every man perfect in Christ with Ephesians, chosen ... in him before the foundation of the world? If we were chosen in Him, 

    God is going to have us brought up to a state of perfection. 

    JTWell; it is a question of the work that is involved in the gospel and the ministry that God is carrying on. We should see what pains have to be taken so that we should not work in any loose way in dealing with the things of God. God is not doing things thus. He is working through His own skilled workman, and that skilled workman was Paul. It is a question of learning how to do things so as to finish them, and Paul is a model for us all. What is being done is to be finished. I believe that is what this chapter means. He singles himself out here to show how he was engaged in finishing matters. If a man comes before him, and he cites many, then he is going to finish that man. 

    QuesIs that why admonishing and teaching are mentioned in this chapter? 

    JTQuite so. It is a question of what is involved in the ministry, whoever may be employed in it. 

    PHHWould Joseph labouring with his brethren give the idea of the work? 

    JTYes, see the pains he took with them, putting Simeon into prison, and all that he did with others, so as to come to the time when he could speak directly to his brethren and love them. 

    PLDo you see this in Hiram? It says that he was a worker in brass; and he was full of wisdom and understanding and knowledge, to do all kinds of works in brass. And he came to king Solomon, and made all his work, 1 Kings 7: 14. Would that be the Son of his love and would all his work be the completion? 

    JTVery good. So that we have eleven hundred brethren here today, and what is the intent of it? Surely it is not to have a holiday or anything like that, but what is in mind is that we should become instructed in the work of God and in the service of God. Paul was labouring on those lines, to present every man perfect in Christ. He had no lower standard than that. 

    WCWould Ezekiel 37 fit into it, bone coming to bone and finally all standing on their feet? 

    JTQuite so. It says, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

    JPHWould you distinguish between the full-grown man in Ephesians 4: 13, and every man perfect in Christ here in Colossians? 

    JTCertainly, it is each individual in Colossians, whereas the full-grown man in Ephesians is one thought. It is just like the new man which is one thought. 

    EuRJoseph selected five men of his brethren and presented them to Pharaoh. Does that link on? 

    JTYes, quite so. There were eleven but he selected five to present them to Pharaoh. It was a question of what he would present. So here it is to present every man perfect in Christ. 

    QuesWould the minister have before him not only what God has in the aggregate in the assembly but what He has in the personnel? 

    JTExactly. What a glorious thought that is! What God has in the work of His hands! We may well say, What hath God wrought!, for it is not only what He has in the assembly, but what He has in each person who forms the assembly. Each person is an entity, has a being, and has a history, and God has had to do with it. The full result is that that being is presented perfect in Christ. 

    PLThe men whom thou gavest me? 

    JTIt is the word men, not the persons, but the men. It is the idea of full growth. 

    QuesDoes what the apostle says as to himself in Philippians 3: 12 bear on this? Not that I ... am already perfected; but I pursue. 

    JTJust so. He says that he was not already perfected but that he pursued, and the point was the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. 

    HPWDoes it give great lustre to the Holy Spirits work, and would not the might of his glory come in there? 

    JTYes. Then the skill, too, of each of us, because God is looking for skilled men, not only apprentices. Apprenticeship in the levitical service is not the same as the full-grown man. A skilled man is thirty years of age. It means that he is skilled in the work of God. 

    RemSo that while Paul takes the lead here, Epaphras seems to be in reserve, the matter being so important. 

    JTJust so. He and others are mentioned. We shall come to that later, God willing, but what we are speaking of now, this matter of skill, is of prime importance and yet very practical. We are not just doing things as well as we know how, but we have in mind to present things perfectly. Things are to be done well and rightly, as it is said of the Lord Jesus, He hath done all things well, Mark 7: 37. 

    AAlIs this seen in Marks gospel where the Lord chose twelve that they might be with Him? 

    JTVery good. It is suitable for Mark too, because it is a question of workmen in Mark. So it says, he appointed twelve that they might be with him, and that he might send them to preach. He was concerned that they might be His. It is like David in the cave. Although there were a good many there, they were a motley lot, but he made them into a great army, the greatest warriors that ever had appeared up till then. 

    RemThese are the ... mighty men whom David had, 2 Samuel 23: 8. 

    JTExactly. The mighty men whom David had. 

    PL. Is this great skill seen also in Aholiab and Bezaleel, as bound up with the complacent divine dwelling in love? Hence Colossians, as leading up to this great climax, insists on skill? 

    JTQuite so. This is a book of first-rate importance, and I believe God has approved of our taking it up. 

    QuesDo Priscilla and Aquila come into this, where Paul says, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, Romans 16: 3? Would that show that a sister can have part in it? 

    JTWell, exactly. They are always spoken of on equal terms. Aquila and Priscilla are each spoken of the same number of times, showing that a man and his wife may be actively engaged together in the service of God. 

  
    GIVING THANKS TO THE FATHER (JT 72)

    Colossians 1:12

    This epistle would bring about in the saints that heavenly constitution that is so pleasing to God. We are on the threshold of Canaan, heaven itself. God looks for a reflection of what is in heaven from His people, and this verse among other features in the epistle, bears it out. The saints are partaking of heavenly joy, giving thanks to the Father. What we have is limited and provisional, not that we may not, according to spiritual energy, enter into it largely, but we have here the portion of the saints, and the earnest is not the whole thing. 

    The division of the inheritance in Joshua was among the nine and a half tribes by Joshua and Eleazar, but on the other hand, we are to divide it among ourselves. There are no limitations on Gods side; it is nevertheless according to our capacity so that there are limitations on our side. The portion of the tribes was according to their capacity. The Lord has provided for us while awaiting our translation; we are already constituted heavenly. The Lord has brought before us a wonderful portion. 

    The Lord Himself through David says prophetically: I have a goodly heritage Psalm 16:6. We can take up that language. What we have is the portion of the saints in light. The Father has made us meet to be partakers of it. Christianity is in the light as God is in the light, and our fellowship is with one another. In Corinthians the fellowship is of Gods Son  of His death, His blood, His body; it also speaks of persons, for it is with one another. The portion of the saints  what a thought!  called saints, and we have a portion together; and the Father has made us meet for the partaking of it. We may well give thanks. What has God wrought! His great love has quickened us together with Christ. Even if I think of my deliverance from the world, we may well be found in this holy joy, giving thanks to the Father. 

  
    THE FULNESS (1) (JT 75)

    Colossians 1: 19, 20; Colossians 2: 9, 10; Ephesians 3: 19

    JTThe idea of fulness attaches especially to christianity as involving the complete shining out of God. There are no reserves. We are to be filled even to all the fulness of God. The passage in Colossians 1 has in mind the greatness of Christ rather than anything accruing to man from the fulness of God. It says, In him all the fullness ... was pleased to dwell. In chapter 2 it dwells bodily in Him so as to come within our range and apprehension, but its setting in chapter 1 is in relation to the greatness of Christ. There was One great enough here in whom all the fulness could dwell. Then in Ephesians, as I said, we are to be filled unto all the fulness of God. In Colossians 2 the fulness is within our range; that is, in Christ bodily, and we as apprehending it are filled full. These are the thoughts that one has entertained, and the Lord, I am assured, will help to open them up for us. 

    JDDoes chapter 1 involve the Lords Person in Deity? It alludes to Him in manhood, but His greatness is in view, and this is one of the items of His greatness. 

    JTYes, there is One in whom the fulness of Deity could reside. It is the great basis of the whole position, that there is a Man great enough for that. 

    RRTIs your thought that in relation to this subject of fulness, it was a thought that God began with? In the beginning there was a state of emptiness, contrary to Gods desire, but here the substance is brought out, and One is here in whom all the fulness is able to dwell. 

    JTQuite so. There was a state of emptiness, then God brought order out of the emptiness. It was a question of creation, what God is, as Creator, in bringing order out of chaos. The result of the operations in the six days helps to bring out the thought. Genesis 1 gives us the formation and order that God brought out, but the shining out of what was effected is in chapter 2; the idea of fulness is there. You have first the creation, but the development of it shows the idea of fulness, what works out in it. We may consider these chapters in regard to the fulness of the work of God in the saints. Genesis 2 is the shining out, the effulgence; that is what we need to see. We have man created in chapter 1 and in chapter 2 he is seen as formed by Jehovah Elohim, in relation to the history of the heavens and the earth. We have in chapter 2 the history of certain things before they grew, and man taken up in a new way, formed out of the dust of the earth, the earth being affected by the mist; and then the garden planted and the river flowing out of Eden to water it; the animals coming to Adam, and his naming them; and then Eve brought to him, and his naming her. Genesis 2 indicates the fulness of what God had created in making it. That is what God delighted in, the working out of what He had laid down basically, according to chapter 1. The time for the fulness of Deity to come out was not yet, but All was there. The idea of Deity, in the plural, which is the form used, is that All was there. In the beginning God  God was there in all that He is. He created the heavens and earth, and something happened, and then He begins again and sets up what we are accustomed to now. Adam was a figure of Him that was to come, but the fulness could not dwell in him, but, as we have seen, there is now a Man great enough for all that God is to reside in. 

    HG-hIn that way Colossians 1 is God moving out. 

    JTYes. He moved out in Genesis 1 as Creator, but not yet to effect His own eternal thoughts, although all was in His mind. Fulness in every respect depended upon the incarnation. Colossians develops the great fact and result of incarnation involving the fulness of God shining out. 

    RRTAdam was not great enough to give expression to the fulness of God, but here is One who is great enough for the fulness of God to dwell in. 

    JTBut how very interested God was in that creature! He is mentioned again in chapter 2, as formed out of the dust of the earth, evidently as affected by the moisture, and God breathed into man and set him over the garden; he named the animals and his wife. So far, he was pleasing to God. It was further history. Genesis 2 is history in the sense of effulgence or shining out, so you get another name taken by God; Jehovah Elohim, the covenant God is brought in there. It is in that connection you get shining out. The name, Jehovah Elohim, might be counted twenty times in chapters 2 and 3, showing that God was working from His own point of view, and He was pleased with what was coming out, as seen in chapter 2. 

    EWMIs Jehovah Elohim God coming into revelation and covenant relations? 

    JTThat is right, not only relations in creation, but covenant relations with men. 

    FCBDoes this expression in Colossians 1 refer to any particular time in the Lords pathway? 

    JTIt refers to Jesus properly as to public testimony, when the voice from heaven announced His sonship and the Spirit came down. What was there was the same as was there before, but we are dealing with testimony and what comes to our notice. The allusion would be to His testimony. It does not say manhood in this verse, but that the fulness was in the Person. It was in manhood, only that it is viewed as the greatness of the Person who was there. 

    JDWould the end of the previous verse help, That in all things he might have the pre-eminence. That would involve His manhood. 

    JTQuite so. The passage begins with God as Father having translated us into the kingdom of His Son. That is where the subject begins. The allusion is to manhood, but it is to bring out the greatness of the Person of Christ. Headship of the assembly is brought in in that very setting. 

    CSPDoes not Solomon speak of this, that the heavens were not great enough to contain Jehovah? 

    JTJust so. They were not great enough for Him to reside in, but here is a Man great enough. It is a very wonderful thought that there should be a Man greater than the heavens, the created sphere. The heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, Solomon said, and yet as Solomon finished his prayer the glory filled the house, as if to point to this very verse, a type of Christ, great enough for the dwelling of all the fulness of Deity. 

    JDHe was viewed here as Man, and in him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to itself. The word contemplates Christ as Man here, and Gods thoughts toward man set forth in Him. 

    JTThat is the thought, without going so far in applying it, but it does bring in the primary thought of reconciliation; but the thought is to bring out the greatness of the Person. 

    HG-hDoes the expression that He has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love contemplate that there must be material to take this in? 

    JTJust so. That is where we are, and in that kingdom all this truth is opened up as to His Person, the Person into whose kingdom we are translated. Proverbs helps us as regards that statement; the Son of the Fathers love is spoken of there anticipatively, and you get the question, What is his name, and what is his sons name ... ? Proverbs 30: 4. Colossians helps us as to who this Person is. 

    WGHDoes that give character to the mediatorial system? 

    JTIt all hinges on who the Person is. The Lord has raised this question. It is not what He is in absolute Deity, but what He is as Man, a divine Person in manhood. How great He is! 

    JLFThe voice in Matthew 3 says, This is my beloved Son, and in Mark and Luke the word is, Thou art my beloved Son, calling attention to the greatness of the Person. 

    JTAttention is called to Him. We have This and Thou. Thou is the Lord Himself, this is for others. 

    GCIn His greatness we recognise His supremacy over all, that is as Man. 

    JTThis is what these verses bring out in such a striking way. After we are told that we are translated into His kingdom, it goes on to say in verse 14, In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins; who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation. It is all one great statement as to the Person, the personal greatness of Christ in manhood. How great a matter it is that we should be conversant with these things, because we are viewed in the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. The Lord says to the disciples, But ye, who do ye say that I am?. That is the question that should come to us at a meeting like this. Who is He? 

    MDFDo you see the greatness of Him by what He has done? 

    JTYes, creative power, and He precedes all things, in that He is the image of the invisible God. All that is intimated too. You can understand if we were at Colosse when this letter came, how spiritual brethren would say, These are wonderful things. We did not know Christ was so great. That is how it ought to come to us, so that we get the greatness into our souls. Professing christianity is saying this and that. But what do you say? It is not what we think, but what we say, about Him. 

    RRTThe emphasis here is on the word, All the fulness. The Spirit of God would indicate a point had been reached in this blessed Person in whom there were no limits. All the fulness was pleased to dwell. 

    JTI think the allusion would be to all that preceded. There was some little shining out from the outset, but all is the thought now. 

    JDWould that verse in John 1 come in as to the fulness of life, In him was life, and the life was the light of men? 

    JTI think so. Of course, it is life in the sense in which we participate in it, but it can only be said of Him. 

    WGHIn Hebrews it says, Who being the effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance. Would that come in? 

    JTI think it would. The expression of his substance would allude to the Being of God, the expression of it being fundamental to christianity. 

    LESDo you think the fulness would be seen somewhat in the beginning of Joshua 3: 7? This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel? 

    JTJust so. This comes out before our eyes. That is what a meeting like this is for, that Christ might be magnified in our eyes, because He is not magnified in the world. Who do ye say that I am?. What are we saying about the greatness of Christ? The Lord has called attention to this peculiarly for many years back, and the question is, Are we saying these things that are brought out and made clear as to His Person? 

    WBWhy do you make a difference between what we say and what we think? 

    JTThere are many who think, but thinking is not testimony. It is right to think, of course, Think on these things; but thinking is not testimony. So it is with many young christians, they do not come into salvation because they confine themselves to thinking. The word is confess. 

    EWMSo that Peter gave expression to divine revelation regarding the Person of the Lord. 

    JTYes, he said it by the Spirit, the principle of revelation, showing that it is a spiritual matter. It is not a mere mental thing with us, because many are christians, and it is what the creed says about Christ that they say. That may be right enough so far, but it is what is known in ones soul, what one has spiritually, that is of value. It is a time of spirituality. You cannot have Christ aside from spirituality. That is what is in mind. The Lord says to Peter, Flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. 

    WBI think that is very helpful. So much lies with confession. 

    JTYes, it is a great matter, because christians regard what is in the creed, what is learned doctrinally, but the forty days that the Lord sojourned here after He arose is to bring out the spiritual side of our position. You cannot have christianity without that. The forty days were as essential as the three and a half years of testimony. They are both essential to christianity. The Lord, could have gone to heaven at once after He arose, but it was a question of bringing out spirituality. 

    JDWould you say just a few words on what you mean by spirituality? 

    JTThe Lord is never referred to as being in two places: He was never said to have come through closed doors during His sojourn. The natural mind could take in His movements in the flesh. We read of His hiding Himself from them and going through the midst of them, but it is not spiritual in that sense, it is a physical movement in each case. Whereas in resurrection, as risen, you have His coming in. We are told expressly that the doors were shut; it is to be understood spiritually. The Christian Scientists cannot explain that, it is a spiritual matter. Luke corroborates that in speaking of the Lord going with the two who were on the way to Emmaus, and then while the Lord gave thanks He vanished out of their sight. That is a spiritual matter. No one can explain that physically, but they became spiritual by it; they were not upset by it. They were not perturbed. They got up and put on their clothes and went to Jerusalem without the least suggestion of being perturbed by what occurred. They related to the company how He came in and how He was made known to them in the breaking of bread. That was spiritual. Others said, He had appeared to Simon, which is intelligence, but that He should have vanished whilst He broke bread is what is spiritual. And whilst they were saying these things Jesus Himself stood in their midst and they are upset. Why is that? They were not spiritual. 

    RRTThey had not reached that in the boat when they thought they had seen a spirit. When the Lord came to them on the water they thought they had seen a spirit. 

    JTIt was not a spirit, it was a real physical Person. It is the idea of spirituality, that we can take in what is meant by a thing; that we are being introduced into the spiritual world and to learn to think spiritually. They were affrighted, upset, and thought they had seen a spirit again, just as they thought in the boat. But the Lord says, A spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having. That is a spiritual thing. He came in through closed doors and yet He is flesh and bones, and He proceeded to allay their fears, and said, Have ye anything here to eat?. It was for them to prove that it was real humanity that was there. 

    RRTThe thought is that if we are spiritual we would be accustomed to the Lords movements now in that manner, that we would not be affrighted; but if we are spiritual we would be accustomed to when the Lord comes in. 

    JTThat is the thought, because we get on pretty well in the meetings in regard to order and in regard to what we say, as breaking the bread, but when the Lord comes in, that is where we miss things. That is the great defect; the whole of the external thing may be quite acceptable. Rejoicing and seeing your order (Colossians 2: 5), the apostle says, but when the spiritual side is presented we are upset. Luke would teach us, in his record in chapter 24, that they were saying these things and while they were saying them the Lord appeared; as much as to say, I am pleased with what you are saying, but afterwards they were upset. You could not call that a good meeting. It is a confused meeting, and why? because the Lord is there; a very remarkable thing. The Lord had in mind to add to the thing for them, but they are confused. 

    GJBHe showed them His hands and His feet. 

    JTQuite so. That is to show them that it was Himself, but why should the saints be perturbed? It is the Lord. It would look as though there was an unspiritual element, which is often the case. You might have a few spiritual brothers, but they cannot carry things. 

    JDHow do you think the Lord comes in today? 

    JTIt is a wholly spiritual matter. What happens is in us, not in the room, but what happens is in the saints. It is the state of our souls that enables us to detect it. It is by virtue of the Spirit being here as a medium. If He came in the body He would stand outside. But in coming in spiritually, He is in all of us, so it is a question of what we are. 

    LESIt suggests confession, of naming the name of the Lord, involving spiritual sensibilities on our part. 

    JTYes, we might come to this later on. We are slipping away from the great thought we have. It is well that we should have the general position in mind, that the Lord comes in spiritually, but in such wise that it is the Lord, and the spiritual one says, It is the Lord. That leads to the assembly. 

    GCIn thinking of Peter, it is what we say. Peter would say we can only say what we have seen and heard of the Lord, who He was. 

    JTJust so. You get a great deal in the forty days. You never could have christianity without the forty days. You might have blessing, but not christianity. Paul stresses the different appearings of the Lord after He arose. He appeared to Cephas, to the twelve, to five hundred, to James, to all the apostles. If we do not understand that, we do not understand the assembly. We get along pretty well in the breaking of bread, but when the Lord comes in we are not able to say, It is the Lord. 

    HG-hThen the forty days are for education in view of His appearing. 

    JTThe Lord did not go up at once. In the forty days seen of them, He presented Himself living, as if to say, You must see Me as I wish you to see Me. He presented Himself alive after He suffered. 

    JAWHave you something in your mind as to what answers to the forty days now in spiritual history? 

    JTThe forty days denote the great importance of spirituality. We have to come to that, and it is to be treasured now. We do not get forty days again, but the effect of the forty days remains in the treasury. That is, the Holy Spirit has that here and we come into it. 

    JFIn what we have detailed for us, we get along pretty well, but when it comes to what is spiritual, we are tested. We show how far along we are. 

    JTI think so, and it comes out in the hymns and the way we speak. 

    JDHow far do you think the coming in of the Lord involves a spiritual touch from a brother? 

    JTUsually it is so. It works out in us. The Lord does not come in and stand beside us, He would speak Himself. He is here bodily in the sense of the saints being His body. 

    RRTJohn speaks of what we have heard from the beginning. Would that include the forty days? 

    JTI think so, more particularly that. It concerns the word of life, what He was as risen, although it was always there. 

    RRTJohn says, That which was from the beginning. He goes back. 

    JTThat is the beginning of Christ really. The resurrection is not the beginning. 

    Going back to Colossians, it is the greatness of the Person here, to be the residence of Deity in His attributes. But fulness is not only attributes, but what the Deity is in the sense as coming out in Christ. It is no less than God. 

    JDIt involves revelation. 

    EWMColossians 2: 9 is remarkable. It involves not only His divinity but His deity. 

    JTIt is a different word. We have divinity in Romans 1 and in Acts 17, but it is a lesser word. It is not such a full word. God is the Deity, but in these two verses in Colossians 1 the Deity is not mentioned, but it is in Colossians 2. All the fulness of the Godhead is there. In chapter 1 it is even stronger, in the sense that who else could it be? What fulness could it be? The fulness could be taken almost as a name or a title. Like the word greatness in Hebrews, Set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high. What greatness is that? The soul is filled with the infinitude, that all was there in the Person of a Man here. What a marvellous thing it is. Chapter 2 shows that it is within our reach. 

    GJBAll that we have in Christ in all this greatness is to be enjoyed now. 

    JTJust so. In chapter 2, Paul says, In him dwells all the fulness, that is the present tense, dwells. In chapter 1, In him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell; that is past tense. That is the one great fact that all the fulness was pleased to dwell there. 

    HG-hIs the thought that the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell in that Person, so that God would make His dwelling there? 

    JTI think it is amplified by, In whom I have found my delight. I think that is the allusion. 

    JDThat would be in manhood. 

    JTYes, manifestly. So here it is the Son we begin with, who has a kingdom into which we are translated. It refers to Christ today. The intent is, what can I say about Him now? If this meeting does not bring more into my soul, then it is of no value. He would say, What are you saying about Me? 

    LESIs this in view of the filling out of all things as in 1 Corinthians 15, that God may be all in all? 

    JTQuite so. We would be prepared for all, all things, which we call the eternal state of things, where the Son is subjected and God is all in all; that is, the whole domain is filled. The assembly is said to be filled unto all the fulness. The brain will never be puzzled there. Even my own being I do not understand, and certainly the broad creation is inscrutable to me. What is beyond that? If I am filled in the fulness I am stayed and satisfied. There is no lack or anxiety or uncertainty. The assembly is to be filled unto all the fulness of God. That is the eternal state of things. 

    JDIs it not remarkable that in Colossians 2 it says, In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and immediately follows the statement that brings before us the philosophy of the world, and Paul goes on to speak of the perfection of the saints in Christ? 

    JTIt is filled full. There is no room for anything else in you. 

    HG-hIn result of the idea of God coming out in this way, the whole scene will be eventually permeated. 

    JDGod will be all in all. 

    JTIt is not all in an objective sense, but we are to be filled. 

    WBYou said that Colossians 1: 19 was in the past tense. That seems very remarkable, and I was wondering if that would refer to the time when the Lord was upon the earth? 

    JTI think so. 

    WBIs it what the divine Persons saw in the Lord Jesus, that They were pleased to dwell there? 

    JTThat is the way it is put. As history was being made in heaven in the first moment when the Lord breathed, it was what was seen here that heaven is occupied with. What was there was so pleasing that the fulness was pleased to dwell there. The great fact is that Jesus was here, the Son of the Fathers love. When at the Jordan, I think, He was the complete expression of it. The heaven was opened to Him and the voice heard, but the Fathers name is not mentioned. Of course, it is to be borne in mind that it is the Fathers voice. That is a deduction, but the point is the voice, it is Deity that is speaking, and in My beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight, we have a Man under His eye. Then the Holy Spirit came down in the form of a dove. The totality of the Deity spiritually was there. 

    CSPDo I understand that it is first the greatness of God, then the greatness of the incarnation, and the greatness of the eternal position. God all in all? All that is in view here. 

    JTIt ought to affect us so that we would be able to speak about these things. A little has been said about them, and it has drawn forth a great deal of opposition, but that does not mean that we should not continue to speak of these things. How great the Person, how great the incarnation! 

    JDDo you think the truth is that the more they are spoken of, the grander they become? The service of God from the saints rises to higher levels. 

    JTWe come into the greatness. When Nathan came to David and spoke about Solomon, Jehovah says, He is going to be my son, pointing to Christ. I will be his father, and he shall be my son, 2 Samuel 7: 14. David was limited as regards what he was to do; he was not to build the house. His son is to build the house. David entered into the house that then was and sat before the Lord, and he makes a remarkable speech. You are impressed with the number of titles he uses in addressing Jehovah. 

    What remarkable richness there is in his soul as to God. The Lord would help us in that now, that the Deity be brought before us and within our range in the sense of fulness, that we should be encouraged in our souls, and speak to God not merely in technical terms, but speak to Him about Himself in terms of richness in our own souls. 

    CSPSo that the saints at the present time come into the good of reconciliation and are able to respond to God. 

    JTYou see how it proceeds at once to speak, By him to reconcile all things to itself. And then, You ... yet now has it reconciled in the body of his flesh so that you can see what the mind of God is in the fulness coming in. 

    GCReconciliation puts us in a position with God where He can come in. 

    RBIs there any reflection of the fulness of God to be seen in the assembly now? 

    JTI think we shall see that in our next meeting, as to how it works out in christianity. The fulness of Christ will come in, in the next reading, and how the assembly is His fulness, the fulness of Him who fills all in all, but we should get into our souls now the greatness of the One in whom God was pleased to dwell, not is, but was: when He was alone here, not when He was in heaven. His greatness would be seen in that the residence of the fulness of the Godhead was there. 

    JLFOne of the important things that the Colossians would learn was that they were complete in Him. 

    JTAll the fulness being in Him bodily means that it is within our apprehension. 

    JLFThe completeness of the saints is to be the result of that. 

    JTIf a man came to you with a philosophical book you would say  I do not need that, and that is the end of it. 

    JDWith this in mind, as to the Son, all the fulness of the Godhead dwelling, how much opens up and becomes increasingly clear to us. 

    JTYou get in Johns gospel what amplifies all this. John says, I beheld the Spirit descending. Nobody else says that. It is a plain statement. But John says, I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God. And as he was about to die, he said, He must increase, but I must decrease. He is filled full of Christ. 

    JLFWhy is it in Johns gospel that John the baptist bears record and in Matthew he is preaching? 

    JTThe apostle John brings him in as an ideal witness although he was with Christ only a few months. The Evangelist says, We have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father, full of grace and truth. Then the Baptist bears witness, This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me. That is the way John is brought in in Johns gospel. He is the ideal witness, because he says, He ... is preferred before me. He acknowledges that Christ has taken a place before him. 

    HG-hThe fact that he sees the Spirit descending and abiding upon Him shows he understands where the fulness dwells. 

    JTI think it bears out this passage. Johns gospel bears it out in that way in the testimony of John the baptist, that he began by saying He was preferred before him, then progressed, and in chapter 3 says that He must increase. He has the grasp of the thing. 

    EWMIt is healthy for a soul by the help of the Spirit to contemplate the glory of the Lord, to contemplate who He is. 

    JTThe Lord is calling our attention to that, whether we are profiting by the things that have come out and have been spoken of, or whether they are just in books to be laid on our shelves like a creed. 

    JDWhat you say as to John is most interesting. He said, I knew him not, but then he said as to Him, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. It seems to me your path changes after you have seen that; you come to the point where you see the Spirit of God descending upon a sinless One. 

    JTThat is the starting point of all in relation to the assembly. What is said in chapter 3 shows that John progressed in the thing. I do not think his disciples progressed so well, because some of them were disputing about purification; that did not mean anything, but John was not engaged with that. 

    GCJohn says, Of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. 

    JTI think that was John the evangelist. It is not easy to tell in these early chapters in John. It is designed to honour John the baptist, that he came near to the evangelists testimony. 

    EMcGWhy do you put so much stress on the speaking? 

    JTBecause it is testimony. The Lord said to the cleansed leper, Go, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift which Moses ordained, for a testimony to them, Matthew 8: 4. He does not say for a testimony to him, but to them, as though the whole system would be in mind. God would witness to Christ. 

    JLFAnybody who does not say anything about Christ is not an ideal witness. 

    JDBeing filled to all the fulness of God  does that in your mind take in the three Persons? 

    JTThe Deity must take in all three Persons. Only, when Scripture presents them as in a mediatorial position, it is well to have in our minds how Scripture presents things, so that the apostle says, To us there is one God, 1 Corinthians 8: 6. That abstractly must take in all the Persons, but he fixes it on one Person, the Father. 

    JDDo you think that is here at the end of the apostles prayer? To know the love of the Christ, that is one Person in the divine economy. Then, that ye might be filled even to all the fulness of God. Is it God the Father in that sense? 

    JTThe Deity is expressed in that one Person; no one excludes the others, but you are leaving Them as abstractly inscrutable. I cannot grasp these things; my wisdom is to follow the divine way of teaching. 

    RRTIn relation to what we are speaking of in John, it says that the Spirit abode upon Him, but here it is that all the fulness was pleased to dwell in Him. I was wondering if this is a little in advance of Johns thought? 

    JTJohn could only speak of what he saw; that is the testimony. We have to trust to direct statements of Scripture for many things. 

    FCBWhen you speak of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, do you have one divine Person in mind? 

    JTThat is how the Scripture presents it, One God, the Father ... and one Lord, Jesus Christ. In approaching God we have access to God by one Spirit. It is all very simple as regards the link between the Three. If we get to thinking first of all of God in the absolute, standing in relation to nothing, and then God in the economy, that is in relation to all creatures, we shall see that it becomes simple. And two of the Persons take mediatorial positions, 

    taking lowly places in order to serve, that we might come into the apprehension of God as to who He is. 

    MDFPeter says, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. Is that in relation to God or in relation to man? 

    JTI think Peters confession to Christ is in relation to man, in relation to testimony. The whole testimony would support that, but the whole testimony taught that such an One as that is come in revelation. It makes it a very spiritual matter. 

    RRTWould it suggest the greatness of the anointing, that He was the Christ  the anointed One? 

    JTI do not think the anointing is in view until He was anointed by the Spirit. There is the mingling in the type of the meat offering, the mingling of oil and fine flour, but I do not connect the anointing with Him until He was anointed. We had better go by the Scriptures. When Peter confesses Him that He is the Christ, that means that He is the anointed. The Son of the living God is that He is living. 

    JDAs to Jesus in the first thirty years of His life, the testimony does not seem to be connected with that. He was the fine flour mingled with oil. 

    JTSo it says He began to be about thirty years of age. He answered to the divine thought as to the Christ. 

    LESWould the inscrutability of Deity lie behind the thought of fulness? 

    JTYes, it would. We always carry that thought in our minds. Fulness indicates He has come out according to what God has been, pleased to show. He is the invisible God (Colossians 1: 15). The fulness is dwelling in the Person here on earth. 

    EWMI was thinking of the remark you made at the beginning  Jehovah Elohim, God coming into revelation. It comes in properly in Exodus 3. 

    It was there before, and in the name apparently, but not the significance of it, I AM, the ever-present God. 

    HG-hI was going to ask what was in your mind in connection with that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God, Ephesians 3: 19. 

    JTWe take all that in so far as we are capacitated. We are not filled with other things. It says in Colossians 2, Ye are complete in him, that is, towards God, in him, not by Him. It is our state before God. The idea of Christ begins in Romans. In Colossians it is the completeness of the furnishings of the saints as reflecting the fulness. It is what we are towards God, that is the idea in Colossians, so that we say we do not need that book or that course of instruction. We have it all, and more, in Christ. The point in Colossians is more Christ than God, but in Ephesians it is more God than Christ. The thought is amplified in the fulness of God. It is the same idea, but we are brought into eternal relations in being filled to all the fulness of God. The apostles mind is so full of the idea that he goes on to say that the glory of God is to be in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. In that sense the assembly is filled with God, filled unto all the fulness of God. 

    JDOne feels the need in these days of the apostles word, Be not drunk with wine, in which is debauchery, Ephesians 5: 18. That does not mean literally wine, but it is anything that would fill the mind with philosophy or vain deceit. Our mind is to be filled with the Spirit. 

    JTWine has an intoxicating effect. We are not to be filled with that, but to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

    LESWould Philippians 3 be the setting forth of that? 

    JTI suppose Philippians 3 is a model for us in the way of energy and laying hold of the great things that are presented to us. We see in Philippians the concrete example of one filled full of Christ. There is no need for anything else. 

    CSPWhat is the bearing of the dimensions given in Ephesians 3, the breadth, length, depth and height? 

    JTThere is a thought in these dimensions which is unusual, not material things. It bears out that they cannot be fully apprehended but by the power of His Spirit in the inner man. It is power in the soul, that you might be strengthened with power by the Spirit in the inner man (Ephesians 3: 16). It is that we might take in the four dimensions. Three dimensions is what we have in creation, but when you get four, you get what depends upon Deity, the breadth, length, depth and height. The depth is what we do not understand. We can understand the exaltation of Christ into heaven, because Ephesians 4: 10 says, He ... has also ascended up above all the heavens, and you touch the inscrutable. That is the height, but the depth has to do with what is below us, and that brings out the degradation to which Christ went that He could say, I am a worm, and no man. Death brings out the power of compression in Christ, that He could go to such a length. It is beyond me to understand that He could say, I am a worm, and no man. 

    CSPDo you think the love of Christ expressed that? 

    JTThe love of Christ constrains us in that way. How much do we feed on the idea of death? How are we affected as we see an opened grave? No one ever realised the utter degradation that attaches to man as having sinned; no one but a divine Person could shrink from it in the way that the psalmist speaks as to it in Psalm 22. 

    HG-hIt was essential if all things were to be filled. 

    JTIt is the expansion from one going so low, becoming so small. 

    WGHHe that descended is the same who has also ascended, Ephesians 4: 10. 

    JDWould the lower parts of the earth mean more than death? 

    JTIt is that He went down to the very depths, the lower parts. He went down to the bottoms of the mountains, as Jonah says. No one could grasp or speak of it as Christ did. 

    CSPAll that was necessary that the assembly might be filled unto the fulness of God. 

    JTJust so. The mind that is in Christ Jesus, the mind to go down. How pleasing that was to God. Think of Him in Psalm 16 saying to God, My goodness extendeth not to thee. I do not understand it, but the Lord said that. There is the power of compression, the power of going down and down, as answering to the will of God. 

  
    THE FULNESS (3) (JT 75)

    Ephesians 1: 22, 23; 1 Corinthians 12: 12, 13; Colossians 1: 18

    JTThe scripture in Ephesians teaches us that the assembly as Christs body is the fulness of Christ who fills all in all, and that He is Head over all things to it. It suggests the wisdom of looking into the subject of the body in the different epistles in which it is mentioned, for it is a great feature of the truth. It is mentioned in Romans in a very elementary way in chapter 12, in which it is stated that we, being many, are one body in Christ. It is not the body of Christ in Romans; the truth does not take us that far. It is one body in Christ, our status outside of the world, for in Christ implies an out-of-the-world status. Then in 1 Corinthians we have the further thought linked on, that is in chapter 10. Paul says, we, being many, are one loaf, one body; then in chapter 12, we have the body mentioned, and that we are baptised by one Spirit into one body, and are made to drink into one Spirit. The chapter enlarges on the subject as the Lord may help us to touch on it. In Colossians the body is brought in in the verses read, as an element of the greatness of Christ, He is Head over it. We have the whole thought there. He is Head of the body, the assembly. All these scriptures are to be understood if we are to see how great a position it has in Ephesians in view of the future. The Lord Jesus is said to be given to be Head over all things to it, and then it is stated that it is His fulness. 

    CSPIs the thought in Ephesians, given to be Head over all things to the assembly, in contrast to what is put under His feet? 

    JTQuite so, but the assembly, as you might say, has part in the headship. It is the way in which the Lord expresses Himself. Indeed, it is His fulness. The fulness presented in a very concentrated way in the saints. It is what He is in the saints viewed as His body, that He has that which is directly affected by His headship, and the headship extended universally, in that way, so that the body becomes a medium. It is fulness of Christ towards the universe apparently. 

    JDWould you say a few more words on the setting of the truth of the body in Romans 12. You use the word status. 

    JTIt is like all the features of the truth in Romans; it has a delivering effect, a saving effect, especially now when there are so many bodies, so many organisations of men: trade unions, Masons, Oddfellows, and a lot of other less notable organisations of men. It seems to be an element in our makeup naturally that we link on with others; indeed, at Shinar they said, Let us build ourselves a city and a tower. It was a collective idea. They were all having part in it, and all such organisations are inimical to the truth, particularly those secret ones. I think the allusion in Romans 12 is to bring out the status of the assembly; that is, of the saints viewed as a body. It is not said to be Christs body, it is simply that as one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office. Thus we, being many, are one body in Christ. I think in Christ, is to lift us outside the range of everything else. It gives it an out-of-the-world status, and has a delivering effect upon us. It is a degrading thing and unseemly for a christian to belong to any other body; there is only one body in Christ. 

    JDDo you think that it is the character of Christ coming out in the body in Romans 12? It is characteristic, such a body as that, Christs body. 

    JTIt does not go so far as Christs body, but there are the many persons. As in Rome, that is how it should be taken up. A christian in Rome when this letter was read would say (some of them might be more or less social, some having different settings in the world), Well, I see now that I cannot belong to any worldly affairs. I cannot be a member of any of these things, any of these guilds or whatever they may be called, secret societies or whatever they be. I do not know that they existed then, but they exist now, and it is a question of the bearing of Scripture at any time. So that a scripture written then, though eighteen hundred years previous to our time has its bearing on us. The Spirit of God wrote the Scriptures having in view the variations of history, so that it is a question of our seeing the bearing of it on our times. Hence, a christian in any secret society or trade union would be uneasy when he heard this letter read in the assembly, as Phoebe brought it to the brethren. No doubt they came together and read it. They had the Bible readings in that way, especially when the apostle came for the first time. What great interest there would be and how everyone would be challenged by what was said. 

    HG-hWould the truth of Romans, being on individual lines, prepare them for the truth of the body later on? 

    JTThat is right. The truth of the body works out in relation to the will of God. That is how the initial idea of it stands. Romans 12 says that we may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, and present your bodies a living sacrifice. That is how we prove the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Each of us is to come to that, that we are here for the will of God and to prove that it is good. It is a happy thing to be in, not an irksome thing. It is good and acceptable and perfect. That works out in the body, because when you come to 1 Corinthians it is stated that the bread which we break is the communion or fellowship of the body of Christ. That body was for the will of God here, the body of Christ, and then Paul goes on to say, that we, being many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf. In partaking of the one bread, we are committing ourselves to the will of God so perfectly maintained in Christs body. Lo, I come ... to do, O God, thy will, Hebrews 10: 7. 

    We are said also to be sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 10: 10), so that we are committed to the idea of the will of God in partaking of the Lords supper. That is a very important lesson. It comes home to us when we partake of the Lords supper. That is our profession in the partaking of the Lords supper; we are committed to the fellowship. In 1 Corinthians 12 we are said to be Christs body. That is the order in which it stands, that being amenable to the will of God we are morally equal to the thought of being Christs body. The Christ in 1 Corinthians 12: 12, is the body of the saints, viewed as anointed. God committing Himself formally to it as we commit ourselves to His will. 

    LESThe body would prohibit any other will, would it not? 

    JTThat is the idea. We are committed to the will of God in carrying it out, and God says, I will commit Myself to you. I believe that is the order of the truth, even seen in the Lords own path; where the will of God was everything to Him, and God committed Himself to Him. 

    MDFWe are to keep free from every other fellowship. 

    JTIt is consistent to do that. It is a matter of consistency that one holds himself in relation to the will of God as partaking of the Lords supper. The idea is that we are all partakers of that one bread. 

    JDAs to the body and the bread which we break, connecting that with the passage in Hebrews, a body hast thou prepared me, it was in that body that the will of God was effected, and if we take that bread we are to follow in the steps He took. 

    JTIt is worked out in Ephesians 1, that the assembly is in such a place that the Lord is Head over all things to it, not of it. It is not brought in there as part to which He is Head. He is Head to it, and it is evidently because it is His fulness, that it has part in the headship, you might say. A very great and glorious thought relative to us, and the Lord I am sure would help us to grasp it. 

    JFWould you say head to it suggests our apprehension of Him? 

    JTThat would underlie it, as a husband is head over the family, so he is head to his wife. That is the principle, that she has part in the headship. In truth she does come under the headship, as Colossians 1: 18 would teach us, but Ephesians is a greater thought that she has part in the headship because she is His fulness. The organism is so perfect that He is reflected in His body. Union underlies this. The two are one flesh, one idea in the two. All is in view of headship working out in the universe, and it comes out now in the saints in the assembly. You get what comes out from Christ immediately, the truth of the assembly. The universe does not get His movements directly; they get it through the assembly, His body, which is His fulness. 

    JDGoing back to the partaking of the loaf, setting forth the body of Christ, and our communion with it, how in a practical way would that affect the practice of the saints? If for instance, a brother or sister not walking in the truth, in some sect perhaps, dies, would it be right, as brethren breaking the loaf, to attend the funeral services if a sectarian would be in charge? 

    JTIt would be confusion; one would compromise the fellowship. Of course, if you are a natural relative of the person, you would show your respects, what is seemly, by visiting the place or house and maybe having prayer with them and the like, whether it might be a Presbyterian or any one. I would be free for myself, and have done so to help them as christians, and to have a little prayer with them, but not with a clergyman in charge of the funeral. That would involve the truth, and we would have to bear that in mind. The Lord said to the man in Luke 9: 59, Follow me. But he said, Lord, allow me to go first and bury my father. The Lord said, Suffer the dead to bury their own dead. I do not like to make it too strong where they are christians, but suppose it is not a christian. You would have to have some respect for them and you would have a way to show interest, but you could not go beyond that. It is a question of letting the dead bury their dead. 

    JDIf, for instance, it was some of the sects, such as open brethren or other independent companies of brethren so-called, if they were in charge of the services, you would not be free to go to the burial service. 

    JTI would be less free to go there than anywhere, because there you have imitation of the truth, which is the worst kind of opposition. 

    WGHThe practical working out of 2 Timothy would have to come into consideration. 

    JTQuite so. That is how we must arrive at all truth today. All collective truth, relative to the assembly, has to be approached now through that avenue. We have to learn how to cease to do evil before we can learn to do well, and that involves the working out of the truth of the body, because it is the will of God initially. The Lord coming into His body said, Lo, I come ... to do ... thy will, 

    that is to be continued down here. The Lord personally has gone to heaven, but the will of God must go on here, and Romans teaches us how we come into that. In Romans 6 our very hands and feet are members of Christ as they come under the will of God, and in chapter 12 we have the increased thought of presentation. Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service. And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. That is what everyone desires and it leads up to our being one body in the sense of so many persons of that kind. Not yet called the body of Christ, but one body in Christ, so as to get the status outside of the world. 

    LESIt is mentioned to elevate our thoughts and minds and help us in regard to our responsible history here; that is the setting in Romans. 

    JTI think so. You feel you can see how it would work in your town in regard to all societies, school clubs, young peoples clubs, golfing clubs or may be other sports, countless things that take on this character. I may be linked up; you may say it is harmless, but it is below the status I am given. I am brought into, something called a body that is in Christ, lifting up a christian in Rome above the status of the emperor even, and what goes with this is newness of life, newness of spirit, and that sort of thing. It is to give us a status outside of those things, for it is degrading for a christian to have part in them. 

    RRTThe essential thought in a body is a vessel for the will of God. That is, whether it be in Christ in taking a body, or the assembly viewed as the body here, or our natural body individually, it is a vessel for the will of God. 

    JTThat is it exactly. You can see that we can be of no use to God in this world in a disembodied condition. It is a great moral feature in Romans that a believer rescues his body in this way from being linked up with anything here. 

    RRTSo that in Ephesians here it says He is head over all things to the assembly, which is his body. The Lord in His body was the perfect expression of the will of God, and that fulness is to be expressed in the assembly, which is His body. 

    JTWe have the fullest position, the greatest position of the assembly in these verses, but what is more needed by us here this morning is to get the initial idea so that the thing is not a theory. I am a part of this, and to be that I must learn to yield my members unto God. If Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin. It has ceased to respond to the workings of sin. It is dead in that relation. That is what Romans 8 says, and I believe the best illustration of that is the woman in John 4. The result is seen in her body; there was what she had been, and how she was affected publicly. She leaves her water pot. She brought that to carry water home, but she left it and went away by herself. The teaching is that she understood what the Lord said as to her body, that it would be a vessel of living water and she goes to the men of the city and says, Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ? Anybody could say that this woman had another Man in her mind, not men, not five husbands or six, but one Man, and that leads to 2 Corinthians 11: 2, for I have espoused you unto one man. She is really affected by that one Man so that her body is immune from the influence of the men of the city. She influences them, that is, Christ is in her. She is the best illustration of one who fits into the body. She has learned the truth as to her body, that it is to be a member of Christ. 

    TAWhere does risen with Christ come in? 

    JTThat comes in Colossians where we reach the thought of headship in Christ; as understanding that He is the source of everything, the whole body draws upon Him. It leads up to that, but the verse read from Colossians is to bring out the whole idea of the assembly as under Christs headship. He is Head of it, not to it. It is governed by His wisdom directly, but in Ephesians He is Head to it, so that the headship works out in it towards the universe. 

    ADSIn connection with Christ being Head to the assembly, is it the thought that impulse flows from the head of the body in relation to the will of God? 

    JTYes, that is Ephesians. I think it is the thought that it flows out indirectly to the universe. It is direct in regard to the assembly. Headship is direct, in fact it is one thought, The two shall be one flesh. I believe to the assembly works out so that the operating is in unity, the assembly being the fulness of Christ. 

    JLFDo you see it worked out in the heavenly city? 

    JTThat is the counterpart of what we are speaking of. It is Johns way of putting it. The heavenly city is really the assembly, only viewed as a city, but it has the glory of God and it governs or influences the universe, and we can understand how that would flow out of Christs headship. John does not treat of the body, but it is a collateral thought. 

    JDDo you think there is the thought of Adam and Eve in this verse in Ephesians, Head over all things, The two shall be one flesh? Head of all things to the assembly places it alongside of Christ. 

    JTThat is the thought. She is the counterpart, and the added thought of one flesh, it really means the word union. We have the thought in the New Testament, and the thought enters into these two verses, headship flows out of one idea, but through the assembly, so it comes to the universe indirectly. Not simply the assembly as under headship, but the medium of headship, as if a husband is absent and the wife expresses his feelings towards the children. The children are never of the same status as the wife in the household. 

    JDDo you think over all things would enforce the great thought as to Christs headship? 

    JTThat is the way the thing stands. What has been alluded to in Revelation helps. You see how the city coming down works out. How marvellous it is! 

    HG-hThen you view headship in the light of Ephesians, as the assembly really, the administrative body? 

    JTThat is how it works out. The word administration would fit better as applied to the city than as applied to the body, for headship is the working out of the mind of the head, not simply enacting something, but the working it out so that the whole universe comes under the direction of Christ, but the operation is through the assembly. How important that young christians should see how we come into this, beginning with the idea of the will of God. 

    You have the assembly which is His body. What is in mind here is the body, because it is a question of union. The word assembly really stands in another setting, but it is to identify the one thing viewed as the body. The word assembly means persons called out, and intelligent persons, but the word body implies an organism. It is extremely fine and delicate. Our own bodies are illustrations of it. How wonderful that your members respond! that is the idea. Every saint is contemplated as so free from extraneous matter, his own will, that he moves under the impulse of Christ. It is a marvellous thing. It is a figure, it really refers to the number of saints formed after Christ, innumerable, as we say, but all under His headship. How marvellous! Now it works out, for brethren in Australia, England or New Zealand are all actuated by the same impulse, and I believe God is helping us through the wonderful things that have been disclosed in His creation. By what we call radio power  these things are inscrutable  you can speak to a brother ten thousand miles away. That is not mans invention; that is Gods. There may be wonderful things that no one knows of but God Himself. But I mean these things show how real the thing is. They are practical evidence of what is possible, and much more so of an actual living organism where things are so tender and delicate and sensitive that the least movement of Christ is felt and reflected in the spiritual brethren all over the world. 

    JDWould it be right to look here at the body as the rib taken from Adam? 

    JTThat is Ephesian truth, the actual type in Genesis 2. The animals were brought to Adam and he named them. God delighted in what this creature of His could do. What delight God had in that, as He saw Adam naming each creature! He did not alter the names in one instance. I think it is to bring out what a wonderful being Adam was. But then it says there was no one his like, his counterpart, not in all these creatures. Adam was alone and God says, It is not good ... I will make him a helpmate, his like, his counterpart, and hence the deep sleep when God took out of him a rib and builded a woman. It is the first use of the word build. He brought her to man, who had a wonderful instinct of what God was doing, and so he says, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man. That is wonderful intelligence, Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. That is Ephesians. 

    GCYou made a distinction between the anointing in Corinthians and Romans. 

    JTThe anointing is not mentioned in Romans. It is as I understand to bring out the status of the assembly or the saints viewed, not under headship but under the common word body. That word applies to other bodies. This body is taken out from the midst of them and set up in Christ, that is Romans. In Corinthians the idea comes in in connection with the bread, that each of us commits himself in partaking of the bread, and professes to be a member of Christ in that way. So that we are all partakers of one bread. The term the Christ is applied in 1 Corinthians 12: 12, in a peculiar way. It really alludes to the body, the saints. We are anointed collectively. 

    GCIt is an important point to see. 

    JTIt is a question of God committing Himself to us. We take the place of Christ down here, and carry out the will of God. The anointing means that God commits Himself in that public way. I believe, in the Lord in Luke, the idea of the will of God is there, and God says, In thee I have found my delight. The Lord could say, Yea, thy law is within my heart. And God anointed Him. God commits Himself to Him. He is a divine Person, but nevertheless the word found alludes to that Person. 

    RRTViewing man in Genesis 2, as you were saying, as head over all things to Eve, is that the thought in Ephesians, Head over all things to the assembly, which is his body. Christ as Head in that way makes available His fulness through the body, for the will of God? 

    JTWell, I think that is the way it works out. There are other allusions to the body in this epistle. It is said There is one body and one Spirit, as ye have been also called in one hope of your calling, (Ephesians 4: 4), and that is to govern us in relation to the unity of the spirit, that we should be universal in our outlook. Then it says that the gifts, in the same chapter, are for the edifying of the body of Christ. That would mean, that gift, ministry in the power of the Spirit from an ascended Christ, is to edify or to build up the saints viewed as the body. That is what gift does. It is the effect of ministry, but it runs on down to verse 16 where we are told that the body edifies itself. That is, you gradually come on to the thought of independency in the organism. Independency of all else, for it is self-edifying in love. You can see how that leads up to the great thought in chapter 1, so that the Lord can take that on and use it, it being so sensitive that it builds itself up. It is in itself a means of edification, a great thought for us in our local gatherings and meetings for ministry, as we call them, and all our relations with one another, that we will be self-edified in love. You can see how it reaches on to the Eve condition, where she is viewed as a perfect creature, being taken out of Ish, being formed and built by God Himself. The word build corresponds to the word edify in this epistle. It is the same idea. She is brought to the point where she is brought to Christ and united to Him. The two shall be one flesh. 

    JLFIs the thought in Corinthians the same as Romans 12, there is one body? 

    JTIt goes further. We being many are one body in Christ, is what is said in Romans 12. In Corinthians it is said we are all baptised in the power of one Spirit into one body. That certainly goes beyond. 

    JLFI was thinking of the word there is one body and one Spirit. Does that go back and include the thought in Romans, on the same level as one body in Christ? 

    JTI think Corinthians would be more in mind, for they are all lifted up to a higher level in Ephesians. You would get the scope of the truth in Corinthians and Romans. The more you look at Ephesians the more you feel yourself in the third heaven, as it were. You are placed in a certain place with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies; you are taken out of this world altogether. 

    JDEphesians 4: 16 speaks of the headship of Christ, From whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to the working in its measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love. That the saints come to the knowledge of the Head is absolutely essential to the working out of the last part of this verse? 

    JTThe scripture is leading up to verse 16 which we had yesterday, the fulness of Christ. We arrive at that, and then, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to Him in all things, who is the Head, the Christ, and then from whom; He is the source of supply. But it all develops, and there is the working out of the thought, so that it refers to the power of self-edifying. There is power of edification even if you do not have special gift. It is the organism in itself; it is not Christ; it is edification. 

    JDIt is fitted together. Would you say that underneath all this is the work of the Spirit in forming the saints together in this workable way? It really has a local application. 

    JTIt has. It begins in Romans in the recognition of the law of God, but when you come to the organism you get very fine thoughts, so that you have here, for instance, the working in its measure of each one part. That is a very fine thought, the idea of measure as fitting into the body. I must function and you must function according to measure. Everything in the human body must be on that principle, every member must function according to its setting and what it is called upon to do, according to the working in its measure of every other part. The assembly works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love, every member being in his place, not simply in a public way as in Romans, but in the organism. The body in Romans hardly goes so far, although it is a figure of the human body, but the organism is stressed in Corinthians and Ephesians because of its fine sensitiveness in the Spirit, and the members in self-judgment denying and eliminating all the action of will, so that a brother may be sitting beside me and as I am speaking about the Lord, I become conscious that he has something. I become conscious it is the organism, and I sit down and then he gets up. It is a wonderful suggestion of the elimination of our own wills, all selfish feelings and ambition. It is loving each other better than ourselves. You let another have part in it. 

    LESWould you say that it is an organic unit? The Spirit suggests light within, but under the impulse of headship. 

    JTIt is an organic unit, it is like the word union. He shall be united to his wife and the twain shall be one flesh. The greatest possible conception in the universe viewed spiritually or physically is the relation of Christ to the assembly. 

    HG-hIs that effected here by what is administered by the gifts? Here is the working out of it. 

    JTEphesians 4 shows how it works out, by ministry or gifts, and it is self-edifying. The saints are so affected by the ministry, that they eliminate all selfishness, pride and ambition, and think of each other in love, and the whole sensitiveness of the organism is free to operate. 

    JDWould you distinguish at this point between union and sonship? 

    JTYes, but there is little time for that. I was going to say our subject this afternoon should be the fulness of time, which begins with sonship, and it will afford us an opportunity of taking that up, but I might say here that sonship is an individual and a family thought. It is not what enters into the organism at all. The idea of the organism is worked out from the will of God. It is the elimination through ministry and the power of the Spirit of all fleshly feelings and ambitions, all that emanates from the flesh, so that the believer is entirely secured for the Lord, and he has a place in the organism. 

    RBWould you make a distinction between the assembly and the body? The two words are constantly connected, and I wondered if there is any distinction in the value of the two words. 

    JTThe word assembly is used to designate the company as known here. It is linked with the word house, that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in Gods house, which is the assembly of the living God, 1 Timothy 3: 15. Then we have here that He is given to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body. The assembly is the word used in Matthew. He says, my assembly. It is viewed as something the Lord has in the way of intelligence and ability for warfare, that hades gates shall not prevail against. In Corinthians it is the public thought, generally Gods assembly or Christs assembly, or the assembly. It is a wonderful thing that God has here for administrative purposes. There are other things too, but regarded as the body of Christ, it is more an inner thought. It is a sort of secret thought. It is a mystery, really, so that there are secret workings that the man after the flesh is utterly unable to take account of. In His people the Lord has a vessel in which His very thoughts and feelings are expressed and reflected, as you might say, organically. The saints express what Christ is. He is expressed in them, as His fulness here, and in the future too, so that the whole universe learns Christ, I believe, through the assembly viewed as His body. 

    LESWould you say that the practical effect of Ephesians 4 is seen on the seashore in Acts 20 where they fell upon Pauls neck and wept sore when he departed? 

    JTThat would be quite so, and in other similar instances. It begins practically in ones experience as to how he takes account of the brethren that are nearest to him. That works out as to how you take account of the brethren as we partake of the Lords supper. Where there is intelligence, but without love, these truths cannot be realised. It would refer to fine sensibilities and developed spirituality. 

    WGHWould you connect the thought of display with the thought of the body? 

    JTYes, in the organic sense, the Lord as expressed in His members. Ephesians is in mind, not only what you are but what you say. 

    WGHIn Corinthians would you get the thought of testimony as presented in wilderness conditions? 

    JTThat is the idea of anointing; it is our present position here below, I think: it is Christ too in relation to the testimony here. I do not think the idea of anointing goes into eternity. You get it in connection with the tabernacle, but not the temple. The tabernacle was anointed, but not the temple. I think it means that it is not a question of God dignifying us in eternity, but what we are, and that is the relationship of sons, what the saints are personally, the dignity that attaches to them. They are in relation to God as sons. 

    JDThe idea of the body in that sense ceases with the end of the thousand years, and the thought of sonship goes on into eternity. 

    JTThe family thought will prevail. I would not like to say that the thought of the body will cease. The idea of the anointing attaches to us as down here, and will go on into the millennium. Wherever testimony is in mind you get the anointing. 

    JLFWould you say whatever may come out in the assembly publicly, the secret behind it all is the body? 

    JTQuite so. The organism is the centre; there is that working which is hidden for the reason that the assembly is Christs body. I would not think the nations or even Israel will have the same view of Christ. There will be the holiest and the holy place. Then we have an immediate relation, in our union with Christ. No other body has that, no other family of God has that status. 

    JATHow do you connect the body with the assembly? 

    JTIt is just another word used to designate the same thing, only it conveys a different thought. The idea of the assembly is very largely order and administration here, whereas the body is another view implying organism. It applies to the same persons, but implying the spiritual refinement and peculiar setting that we have as united to Christ. 

    JATThe house was provisional and the assembly eternal. 

    JTThat is true. The house is another phase of it. It is a provisional thought down here because it extends back to Jacob. But we have my Fathers house in John 14: 2 which is another thought altogether and covers all the families including the assembly. 

    WBWould you say a few words on the parts of the body that Scripture brings before us, like the head, the heart, the bowels, and the feet, just so that we might understand in reading the Scriptures, like bowels of mercies, for instance. 

    JTThese are called automatic organs, alluding peculiarly to the saints viewed as the body. That they work automatically, means that the Holy Spirit produces these different feelings and affections and sympathies without the head. There are things happening constantly with us without the action of the head, but the head and brain must be brought in in speaking. But things are occurring all the time which are automatic. 

    LESThe introduction to Corinthians and Ephesians is very interesting. One is addressed to the assembly of God, and would be more on the lines of public order; the other to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus. 

    JTSo you can see it is the saints themselves personally that are in mind. Is that the thought? This thought that has been suggested about sonship ought to come up in our afternoon reading. It bears on what we are saying, but it comes in in connection with the fulness of time, a very interesting thought, and sonship stands related to that, so that if the brethren are satisfied with what we have had this morning, we could resume from Galatians 4. 

    RRTIs it digressing too much to ask you to say a word as to what it means by growing up to Him in all things, which is the Head, even the Christ (Ephesians 4: 15)? It comes in in connection with this passage in Ephesians, in the increase of the body to its self-building up in love. Is that the way it works out, we grow up to Him? 

    JTThat is what is in view in the chapter. You can see how union becomes a practical thing in the saints. In our intercourse with one another, growing up together in relation to the great idea of Christ being Head to us. How we gradually fit into the idea of the organism. 

    RRTThat seems a most precious thought, the increase of the body. That is linked up with growing up to Him who is the Head. It is a living thing, the body; there is the self-building up in love; it is self-increase in that way. 

    JTYou can see the effort of the devil which the apostle is aiming at here, the systematised error, the terrible influences Satan would work, so as to counteract the influences of this wonderful organism in testimony here. 

    RRTIt is a wonderful thing to view this organism, and the power in itself to increase and edify itself in answer to the thoughts of God. 

    LESWhat a mighty testimony to the triumph of God is the body in Ephesians as over against the efforts of the seven sons of Sceva. I was thinking of the sense Paul had of the power of Satan, and how he brings in the highest character of his ministry, that which in itself would be a witness to the power of God to overthrow Satans efforts. 

    JTWe see in that instance how God can come in for us in dealing with systematised error and break up the combination; combined evil is the most potent evil. In Matthew it speaks of the assembly. We have more about twos in that gospel than in any other. It is because the assembly is an organism. It is systematised. The Lord says, I will build my assembly, and Satans effort is to counteract it by systematised error. I suppose Rome is the greatest illustration of systematised error, the antiquities and ramifications exceed those of any other system that ever existed in the world. We do not perhaps see it, but it is working. The organism, the saints held together, growing up in love and holding the Head, is evidence of the full victory over all that, and the saints will be preserved. Without love there is no possibility of anything being preserved. 

    EMcGIs there any difference between that and For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works, Ephesians 2: 10? 

    JTThat is another view. All these things work together; they are collateral lines. Workmanship of God, the building of God and all these things working towards the same end, so that God is going to have a perfect vessel. He has it now in principle, but presently every member will be there perfected. It will be complete and the universe will see what Christ is as reflected in the saints, His body. 

    GCThe Lord speaks of ascending up on high that He might give gifts to the assembly. Is that an additional thought? 

    JTThat is in this chapter. We speak of the members of the body, and the body of Christ, and the gifts, but the gifts seem to be an additional thought. The effect is the perfecting of the saints until we all arrive at the unity of the faith. How do we apply it? The measure of the stature of the fulness, and the body drawing from the Head, edifying itself in love, so that the gifts are not in view when the saints are functioning together in love. You may feel a brother is a gifted man, but he is a member. It is a great thing for us to know the gift and distinguish him as part of this wonderful organisation. 

    GCThe Lord has entrusted the assembly with gifts to this end, and it seems to involve responsibility upon the whole as to how we treasure what the Lord has given. 

    JTIt is a sort of endowment. The Lord will hold us accountable for what they have been to us. In Colossians Christ is Head of the body. Verse 18 of chapter 1 is to bring out the greatness of Christ. He is Head of the body, the assembly, but as to the working of it, we have to go to chapter 2, where we have the reference to holding fast the head. It enables us to shut out philosophy and ceremonialism, legality and all that. It is really on lower ground, more limited ground than Ephesians, but it is on the same line, holding the Head from which the body draws. In Colossians 2: 18, 19, it says Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God. 

    JLFIt does not go so far as self-edifying. It is just a statement as to increase as the Head is held and ceremonialism is shut out. 

    HG-hHe should have the first place in everything. I was wondering if that would lead on to what we have been speaking of in Ephesians. 

    JTI think it does. Colossians is certainly leading on to Ephesians. Colosse was a remarkable assembly and one of those in Asia. It was not included in the seven assemblies in Revelation; it was an additional assembly, but intimately linked up with Laodicea. It was a remarkable assembly, and yet in danger of letting in philosophy and ceremonialism, and hence chapter 2 is to check that tendency. We do not get that in Ephesians. The increase of God would be the idea of divine fulness. That kind of increase could be seen in it and promoting it in the saints in their holding the Head so that God is brought into it. We must come back to God in everything. God is the great ultimate of all things. It is in all the epistles. 

    CSPIn Ephesians it is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Everything culminates in God, and the apostle prays to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and ends with the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 

  
    LOVE ACCORDING TO GOD (JT 75)

    Romans 8: 28; John 14: 21; Colossians 1: 4; 2 Thessalonians 2: 10

    What is in mind is to speak about what is to be loved by christians. What I have in mind is to engage you with what christians are to love, a subject that gives opportunity to speak of other things. There is the idea of love in the world, but love according to God originates with God. Indeed, Johns epistle would show that love is only known since Christ died; that is, love here in this world, for he says, Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us, 1 John 3: 16. It does not say, Hereby we have known His love. Having that in mind, I propose my present subject, and to show how this love works out in christians. 

    There is what is natural, and what is rightly called love, but not in this sense has it to be understood in certain contexts in Scripture. We have in 2 Timothy 3 what is to obtain in the last days. The apostle, warning Timothy, says that difficult times shall come, the first feature of difficulty being that people are loving themselves. The second, they love money; they are covetous. The last is that they love pleasure; they do not love what is good, loving pleasure rather than God. Every christian worthy of the name will confirm this, that it marks our times. People are lovers of themselves; they love to adorn themselves with paint and powder and clothing, all because they love themselves. In order to do that I need money, and hence I love money, and in loving myself and loving money I shall run counter to good people, good in the sense of being real christians. Then it also says that men shall not be lovers of such people or anything that marks them; they do not love what is good. 

    If we were to take away these loves, love of self, love of money, love of pleasure, we should greatly diminish the articles of commerce in the world, if all were not marked by these things. Then, as I said, shutting God out of all this, they are non-lovers of God, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. That is what marks our time. What was then in anticipation is now a fact, and a very solemn one. But my theme is what we should love, and of course God has the prior place. He commences by requiring the affections of our hearts. In doing this He intimated at Sinai that it was not that He did not have lovers, not that He was asking for love, for there were thousands who loved Him even then: Thousands of them that love me (Exodus 20: 6), He says. But He was seeking that others should be added to the number, and so He says, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart. This is the first and great commandment. The thought then was that He should increase His lovers, and that is the thought tonight, that God should increase His lovers. 

    So in order to introduce this thought, we are told that All things work together for good to those who love God, Romans 8: 28. That is the first scripture, one single verse in a very rich chapter. It is one of the greatest things in a sense that could be said, that all things work together for good, not severally, but together. Some things by themselves would be overwhelming. Pauls thorn in the flesh, if left by itself, would possibly be overwhelming. He besought the Lord thrice that it should be removed, but the Lord said, My grace suffices thee, 2 Corinthians 12: 9. That is the balance. The thorn in the flesh worked together with the grace and with many other things. They work together. Paul was a lover of God, and proved as a lover of God that the things that seemed to be against him were for him. God brings in discipline  what seems to be adverse, and it must be a sort of balance that is needed to work together with something else. That thorn in the flesh was a messenger of Satan, which in itself could not be good, and so it is with many things. Viewed severally in themselves they are not good, but they are workers for good with other things. There is a balance of things with God, and it is in the balancing that you get the word together, and the result that is intended. It is the result that belongs to only one class of people, and those are lovers of God. That is the idea. That is an inducement, dear brethren, to young people especially, to fall in with this thought of loving God. He says there are a multitude of workers, all things mark you, all things work together for good to those who love God. I should not undertake to recount what these things are. Things are happening internationally, nationally, and socially in a world-wide sense, and these things all balance a christian. The more he loves God the more he takes account of these things. He says that God is ordering them. They seem to be for the moment against what is of God, but presently other things come up, and the spiritual men, lovers of God, say that they are all balanced. They are perfectly poised. In the discipline of His people, in the ordering of their ways here under His eye, beloved brethren, everything is in infinite accuracy with God. Spiritually we must have the same accuracy that belongs to the physical creation, for if there was a point out of balance in the physical system we should have disaster. So as lovers of God, we shall love to place ourselves in His hands, knowing nothing happens amiss. Everything is perfectly poised with perfect results, that is to say, good. 

    I do not want to say much more about lovers of God. What is alluded to is that there are thousands of them, as at Sinai, and so He can speak of them today, and He tells us that If any one love God, he is known of him, 1 Corinthians 8: 3. God would salute him, if I may speak reverently, recognising in holy dignity those who love Him. They are known of Him. He picks them out in a crowd. He picks out His lovers, and gives them to understand they are His. Indeed, He goes so far as to mark us off, for he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, is God, who also has sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts, 2 Corinthians 1: 21, 22. God does that. 

    Deborah of old confirms this, Let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might, Judges 5: 31. She had such a sense of good in the great hymn, Then sang Deborah. I have been thinking lately that we do not sing enough, that the thought of singing is rather dying out amongst the brethren. I have been thinking, too, that the service of God is more made up of singing than of ordinary speaking. If you take the history of the service of God in the Scriptures, I think you will find that the leading thought in it is singing, and you can see how it must be so. The Lord spoke on the cross of singing. It is one of the most touching things, that the Lord could devote Himself to the praises of Israel while hanging on the gibbet. He says, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?. He does not say that in song. That is not the subject of song. But He also says, But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel, Psalm 22: 3. He spoke of that. Would He not allude to what we find emanating from the saints in the Old Testament? David is the great leader of praise, the sweet psalmist of Israel. The Lord anticipated it. It was the Spirit of God in David who spoke in Psalm 22, and we can understand the references in 1 Chronicles, and in the great book of Psalms too, that God inhabited that; not simply that He heard the praises, but He in habited the praises. Solomon says to Him, The heavens, and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee (1 Kings 8: 27), but the Lord in Spirit says, Thou who inhabitest the praises of Israel. He found His dwelling place, His joy, in the praises of Israel. 

    I was alluding to Deborah singing. The song begins, For that leaders led. It is a song for leaders, and dear brethren, there never was a time when leaders are so needed, leaders who lead. These are the only ones of value. Leaders led in Israel, that is the key. Looking back on the few days preceding, how her heart was aglow with the sense of devotedness and courage and loyalty of the leaders. She finishes with, Let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might. That is no vain desire; heaven heard that. Doubtless that song often penetrated heaven from holy hearts, and heaven answered, Let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might. Is not that an incentive to love God? Deborah had been talking in the song to God, but that verse is in the third person, Let them that love him, as if a someone after singing that song would put in that word, Let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might. I am putting in a claim for God, dear brethren. That is all I am doing tonight; saying that God deserves the love of your heart, and it will not be for nothing. Join with those who love God! 

    The next feature of my subject is the love of Christ. I think one of the features of teaching at the moment that the Spirit of God is giving, is that we should distinguish between divine Persons, that we should know how to guard Them in our minds and in our service, that we should not be confused. We are very likely to be confused. We are finite creatures; divine Persons are infinite, but nevertheless They are presented so as to be understood in the measure that the creature may understand, and each is to have His own place in the economy, in which He has come  God eternally dwelling Himself, but manifested in three Persons. He dwells in the unknown absolute state of things, Dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see, 1 Timothy 6: 16. That state of things remains. It has not been dissolved, but the Deity has come out into an economy with the view to gaining mans heart and securing men in every way for the divine thoughts and purpose. And so one of Them has become Man, so as to be visible. The other two, if you will understand me, speaking with reverence, remain invisible. What God is essentially is not seen, Whom no man has seen, nor is able to see. It is a most important thing to keep that in mind, but in the economy the three Persons are plainly marked off, the Father, the Son and the Spirit. It is one Name in Matthew 28 to which we are baptised, that of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. God becomes apprehended in that way, and we are told that He is love. When scripture says, God is love, it speaks of what He is Himself, what He is relatively to us. What the Persons are between Themselves we know must be love unquestionably, but what scripture is dealing with is what has come out. We know love, not only in the incarnation, but in that He laid down His life. It is what God is, and God is to be loved, but Christ has taken a mediatorial place, and He is to be loved in His mediatorial place. Hence the great need of being taught, of following the way the Scripture presents the truth to us, and we shall find in doing so that the Holy Spirit is confirming us in our feelings and minds, that we are sure it is the truth, for the Spirit is the Spirit of truth. These are most important things, so that we shall apprehend Christ as come, mediatorially taking a lowly place, 

    going lower than we are able to follow Him in order to get down to reach us, and to become an Object for us of personal affection, so much so that the apostle Paul has the greatest love for Christ. He says, If any one love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha, 1 Corinthians 16: 22. Such a sense of abhorrence did he have of non-lovers of Christ, that he says any such one at that time will be accursed, a most solemn, terrible thing. 

    So the Lord in this chapter says, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me, John 14: 21. Every christian worthy of the name would say that he loves Christ, but the Lord is not content with that. What He stresses are the commandments. These are the test. He that has my commandments. It is a remarkable thing that the Lord brings in His love. I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, the Spirit of truth. Then, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me. 

    Then again, one of the disciples said, How is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world?. Jesus answered and said, If any one love me, he will keep my word. So that you see, dear brethren, what I am speaking of enters peculiarly into these verses in John 14, and they become a test to every christian on earth. No one has any title to the name of christian in a moral sense save that he keeps the commandments of Christ. I do not ask any mere professor to become a heathen, but at the same time such are not in any better case than a mohammedan, buddhist, or heathen. The test and proof of the matter is that you keep Christs commandments. Let no one talk or merely assume to keep His commandments. What a great thing it is to keep the commandments of Jesus, what comes to you as a lover of Jesus. The lovers of Jesus are all known in heaven; they compose the Whos Who book in heaven. What a thing it is that every name is recorded in heaven. I am known there. I do not believe there is an intelligence in heaven among the angels who would not know the names of the lovers of Jesus. They are going to be there, the nobility of heaven, their names are registered in heaven. Why not be enrolled among the lovers of Jesus? 

    But the point that I make is, that Jesus said, He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Are these things not worth something? That the Lord Jesus loves you and the Father loves you, and the Son manifests Himself to you; and not only that, but the Father and the Son come to such an one as that. I think I am putting in a plea for Christ, I do not hesitate to say that. I have been putting in a claim for God, that you should love Him, and I do so now for Christ. 

    Then thirdly is love for the saints. That is why I read from Colossians. The only mention of the Spirit of God in Colossians is to say that the saints love in the Spirit. One of the greatest things that can be said of a christian is that he loves in the Spirit. That was the kind of love that the Colossians had. It is quality that is in mind. We speak of love a great deal, of course, and we should. It is one of the leading words in the divine vocabulary, but love in the Spirit is the greatest thought in this connection. That means that I am like God, the Spirit brings me into accord with God, that I love like God, and if so I shall love without partiality. One of the most painful things amongst us and the cause of all kinds of difficulties I think today, is partiality. We are to be without it. It is classed among other things as hypocrisy. Love in the Spirit is not partial; it is general. That is to say, wrought out in regard to one class, and that class is designated by the name saints, augmented by the word all. The love which ye have towards all the saints. This is a very important point, that is to say, the Colossian saints did not love a brother, a person with ability to serve the saints, because he lived in Colosse. They would just as soon love a gift in Rome as in Colosse. You know what goes with partiality  sectionalism. It is a great weakness with us. We think of people and talk of them because they are in our section. That is not Colosse. The teaching of Colossians implies that we come to the Jordan and when we come up against death, partiality is to drop out. We are viewing the death and resurrection of Christ, and what comes to light is the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth, and that is universality. That is not sectionalism. So that Colossians is the great epistle on the way to Ephesians, and it enables me to love the saints because they are saints wherever they live. It works out in the keeping of the unity of the Spirit and the unity of the faith. 

    One goes around a little, and you meet people in visiting various meetings and brethren, and one has to take account of what is known, is current in the whole assembly. If we are characteristic assembly persons we shall have ears for hearing all that pertains to God that is current on earth  like the ears of the assembly at Jerusalem. It is the only assembly spoken of as having ears. Each assembly has ears but how do they use them? The assembly at Jerusalem heard about things at Antioch and were affected by what they heard. So it should be. If we are with God we shall have ears for everything that affects God and His people everywhere. Love ... towards all the saints. We will never talk about what we have in our district. That is merely carnality. It is universal love that is needed. 

    If we have a little sister who is not getting on well (Song of Songs 8: 8), it is an obligation. We have to do something. Instead of running her down we make the most of her. Love ... towards all the saints. 

    The final thought is love of the truth. That is necessary. In Thessalonians the apostle speaks of persons who received not the love of truth. It is not viewed as something worked up in myself, but something to be received. It belongs to the treasury, as it were, as available to me, and the apostle says that there would be those who did not love the truth, did not receive the love of the truth, and because of that God would send a strong delusion, and antichrist would come in with all deceitfulness, and God would send them a strong delusion that men should believe a lie. Why? Because they received not the love of the truth. 

    Now, dear brethren, there is the fourth feature I would suggest. I think four is well even in ministry, because you get the universal idea. It is a principle with God. My subject is on that principle. Love for God is within our reach, love for Christ, love for the saints; all the saints, do not forget that. We talk about love, but do not forget the universal side of it. How beautiful are the saints! God speaks beautifully about them, and it is to indicate His thoughts to us, that we should think of them beautifully and speak beautifully, and clothe them with the very best thoughts. 

    So, finally, we have the love of the truth. Perhaps if we make a comparison it is the least known of any. Brethren who love God and Christ do not receive things on one-sided testimony. That is not the truth. That is not love of truth. I must have truth about a thing. As Job says, Let mine opponent write an accusation! Job 31: 35. Let him say all he wishes. You may have people praising and eulogising, but refusing the ministry of the one they make so much of. I would rather they write a book, and then we know what they mean. Such persons do not put their mind on paper, they put it where it does harm, and hence the importance of the love of the truth. I must have all sides. I must have the whole truth, as Job says again, How hast thou ... plentifully declared the thing as it is! Job 26: 3. That is what anyone who loves the truth will look for, and if he does not have it, he will inquire from those who have, so that he may have it aright. That is the fourth thought, and I commend it to you. We are now in the days of modernism, all of which is, root and branch, a lie. It is taught in the schools, adorned in every possible way by mans ability and learning, but it is a lie, and indeed the very fact that it is so current and so accepted today, so eulogised, is proof of the prophetic character of 2 Thessalonians, that God allows these things that men should believe a lie because they have not received the love of the truth. 

    How important it is that those who love God honestly should also love the truth and be a testimony to the truth, for the Lord says, as a great principle, to the man who was cleansed, Go, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift which Moses ordained, for a testimony to them, Matthew 8: 4. That them is as wide as can be made. It refers to all persons who are against God, but God, in spite of their opposition, is bearing testimony to the truth. Every lover of God would say, I want to be a testimony to them. What a great honour it is in these days to be a testimony. What it is to heaven, our meetings here in this vast city, to go over the truth, enjoying it together, the Spirit of God with us. The Spirit superintends these meetings, causes the truth to go out and be accepted. It is a testimony to them. The priests, so to say, the leaders of modern religion, are outside. It is a testimony to them. 

    The wonderful patience of God is very affecting in the last days. He says in writing the last assembly address, I offer you a word of counsel. I am about to spue you out of My mouth, thou art neither cold nor hot. The counsel is, Buy of me. You are ready to go any distance to see a little bit of pleasure, and sacrifice to see it. Why do you not buy from Me, I have good things to sell. Gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see, Revelation 3: 18. How beautiful it is, that Christ should offer counsel in these days! It is a testimony to them. Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me, Revelation 3: 20. That is the attitude of God at the present time to all of them for a testimony to them, and it is our position as lovers of Christ to see, that as far as we may, we render testimony to them. God will bring it up in that day, The people in Los Angeles knew about that. I had My people there, as Daniel said to Belshazzar, Thou knewest all this, Daniel 5: 22. That is how the matter stands, and you can see that what I am saying enters into it, that it would tend to make us a testimony to them. 

  
    CHRIST AMONG THE GENTILES (JT 76)

    Colossians 1:24 - 27; Colossians 2:9,10; Colossians 4:12,13

    I have had a desire since coming here to speak a word as to Colossians. It is a peculiar epistle treating of Christ among the gentiles; Christ in you (as among the gentiles) the hope of glory. It is somewhat like Joseph in Egypt, typical of Christ, separated from his brethren. So it is that Colossians is Christ seen among the gentiles; peculiarly, of course, bearing on ourselves and having in mind what is said in verse 27 of chapter 1, To whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory. That is, Christ among the gentiles. As Paul once said, Lo, we turn to the nations (Acts 13:46). The salvation of God is sent to the gentiles and they will receive it; a comforting word for us: they will receive it. We cannot just say that now, for much has elapsed since, but the gentiles have received the gospel, the salvation of God. The Colossians, for instance, had received it, but many have given it up since, the apostasy having set in, so that we cannot with much confidence say of any section of the gentile world now that they will receive the salvation of God, but the apostle could speak of the dispensation in that sense: they will receive it. This epistle shows what was in mind: that Christ should be among the gentiles, and that as among them, the ministry would be there, and the toil or labour of the apostle was to present every man perfect in Christ; a very great thought: to present every man perfect in Christ. 

    There is a challenge as to whether we belong in this late day to the gentile world that has received the salvation of God. There is an opportunity for some who may have neglected it even since yesterday, 

    that you should receive the salvation of God which is sent, which is among us. One would love to have this feeling, that one had some little result in endeavouring to present the glad tidings, because it is no less than that. What has been before us would make up our minds as to this great matter of the gentile world, and how they at the beginning were regarded by the great apostle that they would receive the salvation of God; they would receive it. One has no doubt that during these holidays a good many will be affected. We thank God for these holidays. We call them holidays, but really they become holy days to us. During these three days here in Chicago in the midst of this terrible city, one of the worst in the world, that there should be a company of holy people is a very great matter; a very great matter to heaven; and our thought now is that there should be an increase, that something should be accomplished in a turning of heart, with a view to the presenting of someone perfect in Christ, not simply perfect, but perfect in Christ. That is a qualifying word, which belongs, as we might say, to a higher presentation of the truth, that persons are not only secured, but in Christ. 

    Well now, what has been in my mind, too, is to connect what I have to say with the idea of completeness. It is found in these three passages that I have read: the assembly; of which I became minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given me towards you to complete the word of God, or fill out. I refer to this to begin with. It is a proper beginning, too, of the subject, that the word of God has been filled out. The word of God began, of course, to be spoken as early as Genesis 1, and it was being spoken ever since, but not completed, not filled out  very far from being filled out - in Old Testament times; and, of course, I need not say that the completion of the letter of the Scriptures was very gradual, I mean, the Old Testament Scriptures. However much there was was to be regarded as Scripture, for every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16); so even in Old Testament times it was profitable. It is more so now, for not only is it added to, it is complete. That is Pauls assertion here, and it is of value to us because we are living in times of great looseness. Persons who would assume to know, such as teaching people  college people, high school people and grammar school people are apt to say things very loosely  are apt to say very untrue things about the Holy Scriptures, some of them going so far as to say that certain parts of the Scriptures are not inspired. Therefore the importance, dear brethren, of having our loins girded about with truth, meaning that our thoughts are not to flow loosely. When talking to people, it may be, in the workshop or in the store or in the school or in the train or in the bus, we are not to be speaking loosely of things so that we find ourselves speaking untruths, speaking lies. Very easily we may slip into it, and hence the great importance of having our loins girded about with truth, so that our thoughts do not flow loosely. 

    And so I believe Colossians is a tightening-up epistle; you will understand what I endeavour to say. It may be in regard of morals, domestic relations, and many other such things that need tightening up, girding. And so in regard to this matter of the word of God, let us put our seal to it in saying that it is complete. We set to our seal that God is true, but also that the word of God is complete. The Old Testament did not contain the completeness; it contained much, and the Spirit of God was not in a very great hurry  I use that word hurry rightly  to begin writing the New Testament. There was no New Testament to appeal to in the early chapters of the Acts, but nevertheless time was taken in heaven and on earth. Scribes began to work under God, to set out the mind of God in writing in what are called the holy writings. The Spirit of God began to do that, but not in any great hurry. The principle was the doing first; what kind of work should develop in Christianity, and then to write down an account of it. We read of good works, too, that were ordained before that we should walk in them  a most important matter. And then that they should be written down. 

    So we have the epistles, particularly those of Paul, and we see how he selected what to write and to whom to write. I say selected because it is evident that they were selected; he decided to write to the Thessalonians, probably his first epistle. Well, he had great pleasure, it is quite evident, in writing that epistle. He styles it, To the assembly of Thessalonians in God the Father(1 Thessalonians 1:1). What a lovely group they were, and what a lovely term used: in God the Father. It is not in Christ now. I have already spoken of in Christ but here it is in God the Father. Surely there was something peculiar, dear brethren, in that epistle. But then in time Paul selected to write to the Colossians, and I have read from the epistle to the Colossians. He had never seen the Colossians, he tells us, a remarkable thing too; the doctrine is so profound, dealing with the Person of Christ. Colosse was not very far away from the well-known church of Laodicea. We have not a record of the epistle to the Laodiceans, but there was one; in the one to Colosse we have four chapters. Paul had not known the Colossians, and, of course, we might say in speaking of ourselves, Paul has not known us and yet his epistles speak to us. They are our stock in trade, to speak reverently. They are final, authoritative words; words containing completion, too, of subjects and particularly this one which speaks of the completion of the word of God. Paul had not known them, and it is a word, dear brethren, for us as to being ourselves in the place of the Colossians and seeing how an epistle from Paul would affect us even now. He had never seen them and, of course, he has not seen us, but it is well to compare and see how things worked out as to epistles and the effect of them. 

    So he says to them, Rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ (Colossians 2:5). He had joy in the knowledge of the Colossians; they had order. What a word it is now. There is so much disorder. Even with the Corinthians there was disorder, but not among the Colossians; that is a very important matter to note; and, dear brethren, a very important matter to note as to ourselves that we are walking orderly, that we are not marked by disorder in our services, in our incomings and outgoings among the people of God. Heaven is looking on, because that is really what is implied in what Paul says: Rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ(Colossians 2:5). That is what he could say of them; a very real pleasure to him. One often thinks of it as one is sitting down with the brethren at the Lords supper, because the Lords supper is the beginning of the service of God. Every Lords day begins the service of God; and Paul, although not having been there, could discern, for he had a remarkable outlook. He said to the Corinthians, Ye and my spirit being gathered together(1 Corinthians 5:4), for discipline and yet he was not there, showing what an advantage the early Christians had in Paul. 

    So he says to the Colossians, Rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ (Colossians 2:5). What a pleasure it was to the apostle to be able to write thus; but undoubtedly he had more. 

    He wrote thus in order to say, perhaps, things that would not be so pleasant to the ear; and so we have such words as combating. The dear servant who is one of you, he says, named Epaphras; a beloved servant, Paul says; he singled him out, he was one of the Colossians, and one of the things he said about him was, combating earnestly for you. And what was he combating for? That they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. This word combating implies that in that assembly the enemy had certain opportunities and advantages so that the apostle Paul had to clothe himself with armour. He speaks of combating for them in regard to the knowledge of the mystery. He was combating in his own soul that these dear people, whom he had never seen, should be set up in the knowledge of the mystery of God, in which were hid then and are hid now all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, but he had to combat; it is a remarkable word. Yet they were lovely Christians. One could see that outwardly anyway. 

    The apostle could say, Rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ,(Colossians 2:5) and yet they were in danger from the devil; he was allowed too close to them. That is what I am speaking about now. It is what I had in mind to speak about, that the devil should not be allowed to come into close quarters. It is too dangerous. They were allowing that and Paul had to combat for them, to agonise, as it were, in combat against the devil. It was a critical time for the Colossians, and it may be a critical time for some here. We have been hearing of the assembly, but then, has the devil any room to get in to oppose what has been brought forward? And so the need, dear brethren, of going home, as we shall, no doubt, tonight or tomorrow, God willing, and getting on our knees. It is a praying time now. Presently the ministry time for this season will be over, but the praying time goes on. That is the word in Colossians, praying always. One would say that is the urgent thing if we are to lay hold of and retain what has been ministered, pray; defeat the devil. It is a real conflict; it will be on immediately. It is on already, possibly, in some of our hearts here, other things crowding in: when we get home what we shall find there, and what possibilities are opening up to us, what prospects? All these things the devil finds room in and hence the minister has to be in conflict as Paul was and as Epaphras was about the Colossians. I do urge this, dear brethren, as to prayer. Praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication, (Ephesians 6:18). I refer to the urgency of it; the need for prayer especially after a season of blessing which God has given us, which the dear brethren in this city have opened up to us, the means of meeting together, and speaking together, having fellowship one with another in our houses and elsewhere. Is it worth while to kneel down and make it a practice to defeat the devil? Because it is a terrible time we are in, and especially after a season like this, that the devil should not have a place, and that there should need be such urgency of conflict that the saints should lay hold of the truth, the ministry. In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge(Colossians 2:3). 

    So, as I said, this matter of the word of God  have you set to it the seal that God is true and that the Scriptures are true. God is true and the Scriptures are true? Set them both side by side. Then as to the use of them, we have spoken of the Bereans. They were not Colossians, but they were a good classification as compared with the Colossians, searching the Scriptures daily, as we are told, to see whether these things were so. They were noble; persons who would consult the Scriptures, the written page, the completed page of God. I do not mean to say that what I am reading of here  the completion of the word of God, is just all written. It is not only a question of writing; it is a question of the mind of God being revealed, but in words in some sense. The completion of the word  it is the word of God; if from God, it is the word; even if it be not written. Who hath made mans mouth?(Exodus 4:11), God. The most wonderful thing in Gods whole creation is mans mouth, and it is through that mouth that the word of God comes. First from God Himself through some agency, but particularly, dear brethren, and reverently do I say it, through the mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is called the Word of God. That is what He is called. It is one of His titles. His Name is called the Word of God, and that means He has spoken; the Lord has spoken what is in the mind of God, and it has been completed. What God intends to unfold to us is completed; nothing is to be added to it. 

    I do not say that nothing was added after this immediate time when this epistle was written. All Johns writings were probably added, but the idea of complete here is the working out of the thing, the fulness of the thing, the idea of the thing in its fulness. That is the idea, that Paul completed the word in that sense, and now it can be said to be absolutely so, and there are not even any additions verbally, I mean, in writing. All is now finished; and hence the certainty that we may have, dear brethren, as to all matters in the word of God; not simply the letter of Scripture, but the word of God. For the word of God is living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, Hebrews 4:12. It is the word of God; nothing is concealed from it. And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do(Hebrews 4:13). So that the word of God is God Himself. But there is the idea of the completion of it, and the word completion as I said, is that it is filled out; there is a sketch first, an indication of the thing first, which is then filled out, completed through the service of Paul, through the pen of Paul. So that he says of himself here, Of which I became minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given me towards you to complete the word of God. 

    Well now, I am speaking thus so that the brethren will be on their guard as to Scripture, as to what we are going on with in our Bible readings and in our private readings, for we are enjoined to give attention to reading, and in our public readings such as we have had here, so that everything that is said imparts the idea of completion in what our blessed God has furnished us. His mind is disclosed to us. He loves to have us pursue the meditation of it, as it is said, Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another,(Malachi 3:16). What were they speaking of? We are not told, but can you doubt it was a question of what was revealed in the Scripture? Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed it, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure,(Malachi 3:16,17). What a thought that is for us. We become the veritable property of God through this way of reading His word and attending to it, comparing spiritual with spiritual, and thus persons known to heaven and reflective of what is in heaven  our names being written up there. And the Lord says, I will write upon him my new name (Revelation 3:12), a most precious thought, all indicative of what the saints are as taking up the word; as the Lord says to Philadelphia, Thou ... hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name (Revelation 3:8), and hence the great advantage that the overcomer in Philadelphia is allowed. 

    Well now, I pass on to the second scripture which is in the second chapter. It is a question of the completeness of the saints; ye are complete in him. Now, if you follow me, I have been speaking about the completeness of the word of God; now I am speaking about the completeness of the saints. How very seldom can we speak of each other, and say such-and-such a brother is complete. Well, who is complete? That is the question. The apostle here says, Ye are complete in him. Let us analyse it for a moment. See that there be no one who shall lead you away as a prey (Colossians 2:8). Remember, I have been speaking of the devil and the combat that came in because he came in, the combat of Paul and Epaphras, that the truth should stand with the Colossians. Now here he says, See that there be no one who shall lead you away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily(Colossians 2:8,9). We have the other scripture in chapter 1 where it is said that in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell(Colossians 1:19). What is said in chapter 2 is in addition to that. You can see how the idea of the fulness of God is brought to us. It was brought to the early Christians and is brought to us now. There is nothing at all short of deity in Christ. Paul says, The fulness now dwells in Christ bodily; within the compass of a blessed Man, within that compass the whole thought of God was really there. All the fulness dwells in Him bodily. That is, you could locate it, because it was in that Man, described to us in the Scriptures, the Man Christ Jesus. In that Person, and within the compass of His Person, all the fulness of God dwells bodily. That is, as it were, towards us, towards our intelligence, towards our affections; all is there, focused there, intelligibly so in a Man; within that compass, but that compass itself being infinite. It is not merely a physical thought; it is an infinite thought, that all was there bodily. And then there is the added thought that I had in mind, Ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority. Now I come back to that  completeness in Christ. What He is as in Deity, as God toward us is one thing. That is all infinite; but Paul adds, Ye are complete in him. I want you, dear brethren, to try and be patient with me and follow what I am endeavouring to say and understand it. Think of what it says: Ye are complete in him. It is what I may call a subjective idea, not what He is as from God toward us; but what we are in Him toward God, in Christ, is another matter, and it is said that ye are complete in him. 

    And so, as I said a minute ago, how little we hear of the thought that such-and-such a brother is complete; one who conveys the characteristics of a complete person, complete towards God. So it says, And ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority, so that heaven looks down on us, and sees what we are as in Christ, taken up in Christ. What He is from God towards us is one thing, but what we are in Him towards God is another thing; and that we are complete towards God, that there is nothing missing. One may say there is a good deal missing in me, and of course, I would acquiesce in that and refer to myself too, but still I would insist on this idea of completeness, viewing ourselves as in Christ and involving the Spirit. It is only in the Spirit that we are in Christ, and involved in our having the Spirit is that we are complete in Christ Godward; and that enables us to have part in the service of God. There is nothing lacking. God is looking down and thinking of the completion of matters, whether it be His word or whether it be the assembly, meaning ourselves; that we are set up in completeness. So that God looks at what is complete at any time in us as carrying on His service. 

    And then, finally, there are the exercises of Epaphras in the verse read in chapter 4:12: Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you. We have had him before in chapter 1, and there can be no doubt that he gave Paul a clue as to what was needed at Colosse. Paul had not been there but Epaphras had been there and was there, and Paul could quote him. No doubt he was one that he had derived information from as regards the work of God at Colosse, and how important it is. We have had at these meetings our brethren who are placed here and there in localities, sown, as it were, in their places, so as to look after the interests of Christ. So here is a brother called Epaphras, a worthy man, beautifully spoken of in chapter 1, and so here, one who could be entrusted with the interests of Christ at Colosse. Paul had not been there, but he knew what was there from the information that Epaphras could give him, and, of course, from the intuition that he, as a great apostle, had by the Spirit. He speaks of such things as no other one does: Rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ. So that Paul had a full account. He could, as it were, make a picture and visualise that the order was going on at Colosse when the service of God began on the first day in any week; he could picture what was there: rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ (Colossians 2:5). But what sad thoughts they would realise, when the apostle thought of philosophy and vain deceit. Some young people in the meeting possibly were reading the Greek classics and priding themselves in it. How often we hear of that, and hence the danger of our children being allowed to pursue these things. There is a certain pride in it, building themselves up in pride because they know so-and-so. So that it was a mixed situation at Colosse. There were the rejoicing and seeing the order outwardly of the service of God, but on the other hand there was the danger ever present of philosophy and vain deceit. 

    Another feature is referred to in chapter 2, the handwriting in ordinances, saying, Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God (Colossians 2:18,19). So we have further, Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch(Colossians 2:21). That is the legalist; an attempt was being made to introduce that legalism among the Galatians and so here. The apostle is working against it, combating against it, that the saints might be preserved from it. And so it is, dear brethren, any legality, any intenseness of religiousness according to man, according to the flesh, is to be avoided, for in the end it will damage if we admit of it. Stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage. (Galatians 5:1). 

    And so, as I said before, Epaphras was the man sown and rooted locally in Colosse; he is said to be one of the Colossians. He was sown in Colosse, and what a man he was! Paul says, Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. This was the great burden of Epaphras. He had spoken to Paul about it. I have not a doubt that he informed Paul of the tendencies at Colosse; he prayed about it, and he combated about it in prayer. And what for? That they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. It is not the completeness spoken of in chapter 2, we are complete in Him, but what comes about by prayer, by ministry, it may be; that the saints might be saved from all other than the will of God, that they should stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. It is a full thought, and that is why I felt encouraged to turn to Colossians, dear brethren, in view of these meetings and now in view of the close of them: that we might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. That is the word for the moment  the will of God; and Epaphras was the man that Paul had in his mind peculiarly, because he was like a man sown in that town to guard the services of the Lord, and the interests of the Lord, and to carry on His work in prayer, in combat for the saints, that they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

    May God grant it, dear brethren, to us, because God is aiming at much for us; He has much in mind. During these three days we have had a certain line of truth brought before us. The Spirit of God uses the brethren, helps us so that we have arrived at something that involves the will of God. We have arrived at something in regard to the ministry. That which was hid for ages is now made manifest and revealed to the holy apostles and prophets, I believe to Paul, who is said to be the minister of the assembly, and now rather to an Epaphras, if there are any  and there are  watchmen to keep an eye on the brethren in prayer, so that we may not slip away from the truth, but that it may become ours through our feeding on it, ruminating on it, living in it, making it food for ourselves, so that we may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

    Pages 360 to 575 - Notes of Readings in New York and Other Ministry, 1953 (Part only of Volume 193) 

  
    CORRESPONDENCE WITH CHRIST (JT 82)

    Colossians 1: 12, 13; Colossians 2: 9 - 15

    QuesWhat is the thought in verses 12 and 13? 

    JTThe Fathers making us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, and having delivered us, and translated us, bring before us the preparation that is needed for entering into the inheritance. 

    FHBIs the making fit developed in chapter 2? 

    JTYes. It is at the end of the wilderness rather than the beginning. At the beginning we see authority vested in the Lord, rather than the Son of his love character here. 

    FWhat does sharing the portion of the saints in light signify? 

    JTWe could refer to Numbers 26, the portions are found there. The Lord said, The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places, Psalm 16: 6. That is the portion in the inheritance. Both Numbers and Joshua treat of allotments. 

    MIs it what is enjoyed now? 

    JTThis goes further, as is indicated in Numbers 26. The next thing is, Am I fit for it?. Colossians has the fitness in view. 

    FHBNaturally we are not fit for the inheritance and we are incapable of entering upon it. 

    JMWhat is in your mind as to the inheritance? 

    JTWhat we share with Christ, what God has prepared for them that love Him, as we were having yesterday. It is what we shall share with Christ in a spiritual way. 

    TEDoes that include what the Lord has redeemed? 

    JTYes, the acquired possession, Ephesians 1: 14. 

    TEAs Peter says, Reserved in the heavens for you. 

    FHBThe Lord having entered in has taken possession for us. 

    JTThe identity of the tribe was to be preserved when they took up their inheritance. The man with great requirements got more than he with fewer. Suppose a man still further increased could he force out a weaker one? No, for after all the land shall be divided by lot, Numbers 26: 55. Whatever capacity you have is satisfied, but the sovereignty of God has to be recognised and each has to have a place. 

    FHBIs the quickening in chapter 2 the capacity to enjoy? 

    JTYes, it is the Fathers action both in the preparation of the saints, and deliverance from the authority of darkness. Many of the saints are suffering from the authority of darkness. 

    TEWould the darkness be the cause of the superstition coming out? 

    JTYes, the Father has delivered us out of that, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love; what a change! 

    TEWhy is it the Father? 

    JTIn view of the family. 

    FHBIn the family you get rule, but it is by love. 

    JTIn Ecclesiastes the preacher is the king, but the thought of king subserves that of preaching. Preaching is the important thing, and the king uses his authority as such to support what he says in preaching. In Proverbs, it is Son of David, king of Israel who speaks. Therefore Proverbs is more the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. The Lord is that, and He would instruct us in family relationships. The relationship makes subjection easier, and induces love. 

    MIs made fit connected with what you get in Proverbs? 

    JTYes, the land was divided among the tribes, but the family was to retain its own place. 

    MIs fitness an intelligent response to the position? 

    JTYes. Deuteronomy 1: 2 helps as to the preparation for the inheritance. So it gives the distance between mount Horeb and Kadesh; that way was not very long. Then Moses says, This is the mind of God for you, but you are not to go in yet. It took all that we get throughout the book to prepare them for it. Deuteronomy is not exactly Gods command; it is written by Moses own initiative. 

    FHBDo you mean that Colossians answers to Deuteronomy? 

    JTColossians is a little beyond Deuteronomy. Moses leads you up to it. His work is more in keeping with Romans and Corinthians. He carried the people to the land, and desired God to give one to lead them in. So at the end of Deuteronomy you have Joshua (chapter 31). Deuteronomy is the burden of Moses exercises and you find he gives the people motive after motive for loving God. So we go into the inheritance loving God, who gave it us. 

    FHBIn correspondence with the Son of His love? 

    JTYes, in Deuteronomy 10: 12 - 22, you get Moses speaking to them so as to induce love for God. 

    JMThey had a wonderful incentive to love. 

    TEDoes Deuteronomy give us what Moses learnt experimentally with God? 

    JTYes, he had come to have great affection for Gods people. Proverbs is the rule of the son. I am impressed with that. Proverbs runs parallel with Ephesians. The virtuous woman is the product of the teaching. 

    JMIn whom ..., Colossians 1: 14. The Lord is thus presented to move the affections, and deliver one. 

    JTThat one so great should be spoken of as a son! You go into the land with the full light of the knowledge of the Son. 

    JMIt is like the way the Lord is presented on the other side of Jordan. 

    JTThe way the Lord is here presented completely sets free from philosophy. People are in danger of the working of mans mind; that is where the authority of darkness comes in. The enemy would use education and ceremonialism against the saints. Christians who would not think of the theatre might be caught by other things, which might have a hold, for instance, social status among neighbours. Balaam, who could not curse the people, taught them, but what did he teach? To go on social lines. It succeeded in drawing them away. That is what Colossians is guarding against. 

    MAll things that destroy the spiritual sensibilities. 

    JTIn appreciating the Son of the Fathers love, you are delivered from all that. A philosopher with any amount of book-knowledge would have had no effect on the company in John 12. Mary was there, and she had heard about the Father. The world can give you nothing, though it professes to have new light. The Lord is head of all principality and authority, Ye are complete in him, who is the head, Colossians 2: 10. In Ephesians you have above every principality (Ephesians 1: 21); that is to deliver us. Next we are circumcised, that is, made to correspond with Him in putting off the flesh. 

    FHBThat is flesh as a whole, not only the bad flesh. 

    JTIn Joshua, the crossing of the Jordan comes before circumcision, but the latter is first here, because it was needed most; it cuts you off positionally. It is not a question of whether I am up to it, but the position set out. 

    FHBThe flesh says, Bring us not over the Jordan. Only those who have accepted circumcision want to go over. 

    JTYou bring nothing into the assembly that you have pride in naturally; the reproach of Egypt is rolled away. 

    TEWhat is the need for baptism? 

    JTBuried with him in baptism, Colossians 2: 12. You are viewed as in identification with the death of Christ. One who loves Christ would value these statements. There is no resurrection of the believer in Romans, but it comes in here, because Colossians is to place me in correspondence with Christ. 

    JMThis would be the soul coming into what has already taken place. 

    MIn the type the Jordan is before circumcision? 

    JTIn Colossians, saints are exposed to the mind of man, the better side of the flesh. You might accept baptism, but circumcision is more definite. 

    TEThe children of Israel were commanded to do the circumcision themselves. 

    JTAnd it involves suffering. It is presented on the divine side here. You go through it in relation to Christ. 

    FHBIn the book of Joshua, he is commanded to do it. 

    JTCircumcision comes in as Moses came from the wilderness (Exodus 4: 24 - 26). 

    FHBWhat answers to circumcision after the people were in the land is Put to death therefore. 

    JTHere it is rather how things stand on account of Christs death and resurrection, If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ. The way is open to you and all is done in the power of affection. It is as a risen living people that you accept death. 

    FHBThe Lord appears on the other side to attract and draw us. Love makes the doctrine effective. 

    JTHave your mind on the things that are above, because the mind is the vulnerable point. The Spirit of God greatly enhances the mental capacity. 

    FHBThe mind governs the man. 

    TEWe have the mind of Christ. 

    JTNo natural intelligence can compare with one who has the mind of Christ. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between put to death and put off? 

    FHBIs it the inward working of the thing? 

    JTYes. 

    JMThe things to put off are habits. 

    FHBWhat about quickening? 

    JTThat brings you into living touch with Christ. He is made to live in our affections, and response is created in our hearts to Him. 

    FHBIt is set forth in John 20. We have not only power to live, but to do so in relation to Christ, Having forgiven us, the coast is clear; there is nothing in your way. 

    FThe children of Israel were only eleven days journey from the land. 

    JMIt takes us as long as it took them. 

    JTVery few of us go into the land. 

    TEIs Ephesians in the land? 

    JTIn the light of it. 

    MWe think we are in if we taste the fruit of it. 

    JTYes. 

    FHBGoing into the land does not take us out of the wilderness. There are periods in which we may enter in, but we come back in the strength of that. 

    JTPassing out is by the Spirit, not faith. 

    JMWould you not agree that we should always have as light our heavenly position? 

    JTSurely; even if you are compelled to admit that few saints go in, you do not lower the standard. 

    The Preacher was wise, he still taught the people. You do not give up; you keep on bringing it before them. 

    FHBThe morning meeting is the most favourable occasion for entering in. 

    FThere love takes us in. 

    RemThe apostles took possession of the enemys land. The conflict today is to hold what we have. Acts 20 is the climax. 

    JTGod is acting for us. We little realise the awful things that are going on. 

    FHBAll the divisions have been conflicts. 

    JTComing out of the place of privilege into the wilderness. Colossians gives what governs you as having been in. Romans gives what governs before you go in, And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him, Colossians 3: 17. That marks a man who has been in the land. 

    FHBJ.N.D. said that Numbers comes after Joshua with us. 

    JTYou get that from Numbers 15. 

    MAfter a taste of the land we are better able to take up our wilderness relationships. 

  
    FEATURES OF DIVINE PRESENTATION (JT 84)

    Colossians 1: 19 - 22; Ephesians 5: 25 - 27

    My subject, dear brethren, is presentation, our being presented by God to Himself, and our being presented as the assembly by Christ to Himself. The truth involved is exalted, and it should be so regarded. The Lord would encourage us to look into these exalted features of the truth; they are for us, they are for our perfecting. As we draw near to the end of our wonderful dispensation, the idea of perfecting is in place and, I may say, in prominence, for nothing imperfect will enter heaven. Hence we find the apostle Paul speaking much of the perfecting of the saints. In this epistle to the Colossians he speaks of presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. In the epistle to the Ephesians he speaks of gifts given by Christ, ascended on high, as for the perfecting of the saints. So that we can see from these words of the great workman, Paul, that the finished product from skilled hands is what is in order, what God has in His mind, at the present time; and the idea of presentation fills out this thought. Perfection has presentation in mind. 

    The idea of presentation is best learned from the Lord Himself. After He rose from the dead He presented Himself to His disciples; it is said that He presented himself living, (Acts 1: 3). That, of course, is not the only thought attaching to Jesus, beloved brethren, the thought of His deity is always present. But in view of the formation of the assembly, it was important that those who should form it, and indeed who should have something to do with the inauguration of it, should see Him living. Not only the simple fact of His being alive from among the dead, but that He should be seen according to His own skill in presentation of Himself. It was not simply that He was there as risen (we are told elsewhere that He came and stood in the midst), but that, in the beginning of the Acts, He presented Himself living, as if to call attention to the great thought of life in Himself. It was the life that God had in mind for men, dear brethren. He is said indeed, personally, to be the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us (1 John 1: 2). That is a greater thought, it involves His Person more, although as Man, that eternal life which was with the Father seen and heard and handled and contemplated. Which was with the Father alludes to what He was as Man with God, whether before His death or after. But He had in mind, in the presentation of Himself to His disciples, to call attention to the life, to a risen Man, a Man in a new condition, He being the first to have it; so that He presented Himself. It was a matter of His own thought, whatever the attitude may have been, it was to impress them with that, with Himself as alive. He assembled with them too, which is an additional thought, so as to carry the idea into the assembly which was to be a living state of things, ordered but living. 

    Then in keeping with this thought, Peter, in Acts 9, presents Tabitha, who had died, living. She was a worthy person, but she died; the point is not simply that she died, in the ordinary sense, but that death should come in on such a one as that. One who was so highly esteemed for her works sake, that is works of a kind, the making of garments; these were exhibits that her admirers presented to Peter, clothes for needy people. I need not say that there is no life in them, nor did the garments she made require death as a preliminary. The first garments made did require death; God made garments out of skins, but there is no evidence that Dorcas was occupied in making clothes of that kind. Yet the exhibits were what she had made  body-coats and garments, just ordinary garments. Death came in on that work. The idea is that that is not the thing in the assembly. God is moving out; Peter is visiting all quarters; Paul is already on the scene; scattered saints are preaching Christ; converts are coming on; making garments is not the thought, more than that is needed, so that death came in on that. There was the dead body and there were the exhibits, no suggestion of life. But Peter prayed, having put all the weepers out, the people that were so occupied with Dorcas. He had learnt from Jesus; for that is the idea, dear brethren, learning from Jesus  Jesus had done the same thing. We must learn everything from Christ, even the environment for service; we must learn how to serve in proper environment, to learn to shut out all that militates against the Spirit. Peter had learnt that; he put them all out, and he kneeled down and prayed. That is an action that is within the range of everyone, to kneel down and pray; he had learnt that from Christ too. He learnt, not only how to speak, but what attitude to assume in certain circumstances, not that we should be attitudinarians, but, at the same time we should be right in any circumstances. Some needs are great and require excessive exercise, and kneeling down denotes that the matter on hand is serious. I have no doubt that solution of difficulties would come about if we took them to heart in this way more. But he turned to the body; the Lord had done that too, He turned to living bodies; He turned to the woman in Simons house; she was a living woman, she loved Him; that is the idea of life. Let there be no pretence to divine life aside from love; love is the expression of it. The Lord looked toward her. He turned toward her. Peter turned to Dorcas; she was still dead, but she opened her eyes and sat up and, we are told, having given her his hand, he raised her up, and ... presented her living (verse 41). The Lord had done a similar thing; He had done it in regard of Himself. The most perfect presentation of life was in Christ, but especially as He presented Himself. It was an act of skill, as I might say, in deference, too, to the great persons to whom He had come: He presented Himself. How one would love to see the Lord deliberately doing that, some attitude by which He would convey the thought of life in Himself. It is that which is to fill the universe, that life. 

    Well now, as I said, we get the thought of presentation in that way, and it is comforting, speaking of this, that Jude, so as to assure our hearts, says, in a beautiful doxology (another thing, dear brethren, that is to be noted in the apostolic writings, the fervency and the depth of feeling that marked these men) To him that is able to keep you without stumbling ... (there is always that danger, so in Colossians 1: 23 the if comes in in verse 23) and to set you [or present you] with exultation blameless before his glory. Think of the brilliancy of that light, the shining out of the glory, beloved! God is able to keep us, to set us up there, God our Saviour to whom he ascribes glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages. Amen (Jude 24, 25). What great thoughts encircle what I am speaking of, dear brethren, being set up, or presented, in the presence of the glory by God Himself. He is able to do it; He is able to keep us from stumbling so as to do it. That is what He is aiming at, to keep us from stumbling, for the danger is great; and you may be sure that if God is aiming at great things, Satan is all the more aiming to defeat Him, so we are to be warned, but God is able to keep us. 

    Now in Colossians we have perhaps the greatest thought in this respect. Colossians is what may be called a tentative epistle; it is not final for we are not yet in Canaan, and hence the if, but everything needed is brought in to induce a forward movement. 

    There is no standing still until we are seated in the heavenlies, dear brethren, that is Ephesians. Colossians contemplates that, though we are still here, we are very near heaven, in the confines of Canaan, in fact passing over the Jordan. It is an epistle to meditate on, to take account of the surroundings, the group of great things that are presented there, so that we might go over. The point is to go over, not to retrograde. The enemy is seen in this epistle as set to prevent our entrance, and hence the stress of the apostle to promote movement forward without faltering. So we have the circumcision of the Christ (chapter 2: 11), one of the greatest thoughts, the putting off of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of the Christ. We take that on as educated, as instructed, in what the flesh is and that it is put off judicially in the circumcision of the Christ  the body of the flesh. Then we read that we are buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead (verse 12). A great display of power is brought into our vision, the operation of God who raised Him. The greatest expression of power is in the resurrection of Christ, and that is for our faith. And then, quickened with Him, which is a real present thing by the Spirit in our affections. It is most precious to contemplate the thought, dear brethren, that we are quickened together with Christ, that is, made to live in our minds and affections, made to live with Christ. With is a great characteristic word in Colossians  with Christ. 

    Now the verses read in chapter 1 are among the greatest in the epistle. As you will all know, the reference is not to the Father, but to the Deity, the Godhead: the fulness is of the Godhead. The Authorised Version has the Father (verse 19) but it is not there in the original; the point is the fulness, without saying what the fulness is; all the fulness dwelt in Christ. The word bodily is not here; it is in chapter 2; here it is literally, in Him all the fulness was pleased to dwell. We have of the Godhead added in chapter 2, but not formally mentioned in the original here. What does the word fulness mean? What can it mean but the fulness of God? We are educated into that, just as we are into the word greatness in Hebrews 8: the greatness in the heavens. What is that greatness but the greatness of God? It is really to emphasise the thought that the fulness is there, all the fulness is there in Christ. So what is stated is that the fulness [of the Godhead] reconciles all things to Itself. (I am quoting now from the better translation by J.N.D., probably known to all of us; if not, it should be, for it is one of the greatest treasures that has come down to us). The Godhead Itself is occupied in reconciling. Elsewhere we are told: God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself (2 Corinthians 5: 19). Now, what I would remark, dear brethren, is this, that what Scripture presents to us, sin having come in, is that God never surrenders His majesty in Deity. The establishment of government in Eden, in the Cherubim, and the flame of the flashing sword (Genesis 3: 24), is the testimony to the intactness (if I may use that word, speaking reverently) of the Deity. There is no change in that respect; let none of us think that there can be! The Deity is maintained in all Its majesty and absoluteness. But then God, at the same time, is making clothes, dear brethren! There are the cherubim and the flame of the flashing sword at the gate, as it were, of Eden, but in putting them there, God is not without feeling. If you look at this translation I have alluded to, you will note He speaks with feeling, as much as to say, Oh, what will happen if man lives for ever in his sins! God recoiled from the thought: it must not be. There is feeling, so He has recourse to His government; it is inexorable, there it stands; there can be no variation from that sword. But He is making clothes, that blessed God humbled Himself, dear brethren, to make clothes, to make clothes for them who are shut out of Eden by His government. Is that not touching? Well, there are the two lines that run down, wholly seen in Jesus  God come down, not only to make clothes for man, but in Jesus, to die. It is Christ who has died (Romans 8: 34), but the One who died has His part in Deity, never loses it, never surrenders it; but He died, hence the Deity here has a means by which to reconcile all things to Itself. What a triumph that is! How God is brought down, dear brethren, comes down, to be beside us, to serve us in manhood and die. Of course you cannot say that God died  that would be wrong  yet the One who died was God. He could say, Before Abraham was, I am (John 8: 58). We must never surrender that thought. But He has become flesh, The Word became flesh, we are told (John 1: 14). He took a condition that He could lay down. (It is no imaginary thing, it is no sham, beloved friends; it is real). He was perfect in it, feeling as a man, feeling pain, feeling sorrow, weeping  all these things are food for our souls  and in Him God had a means of reconciling all things to Himself, or to itself, as the passage should read. And then, not only all things, but persons too, not all persons, but persons, for all persons are not reconciled  that is a solemn fact. All things allude to the universe, to that which God intended for the display of Himself. But then persons are reconciled; that is, you ourselves. You ... has it reconciled in the body of his flesh through death; to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it. It is an unrebuking gaze; God can look on us with infinite complacency through the work of Jesus. He has it in mind, He presents us Himself to Himself, in perfect consistency with Himself, with His gaze, with His sight. Now this is a very great fact and should powerfully act upon us, as to what God has in His mind, the perfecting of the saints. How it induces holiness! how it induces unblamableness! If He has in His mind holiness, then holiness is my business; if He has in His mind unblamableness, then unblamableness is my business as before Him. He has given me the means of it, the Holy Spirit in me and other accompanying things  ministry, fellowship, prayers, and so on, all have in view that the saints should be holy, Be ye holy, for I am holy (1 Peter 1: 16). We are to be unblamable, irreproachable, not only in the sight of the brethren, but in the sight of God; that is what He has in His mind. What a tribute to the work of Christ, for it is in the body of his flesh through death, as it says. 

    Well, now, the other thought is in Ephesians. There it is a question of the assembly; and, in approaching this subject, those of us who love Jesus are drawn to His side. When here He looked for sympathy in suffering, but He found none (Psalm 69: 20) as He approached the cross. Now He looks for sympathy in His joys and He finds sympathisers. Luke 15 shows how the Lord, the Spirit, and the Father, have joy and have those who share it sympathetically. And I would say here, dear brethren, speaking very carefully and reverently, that the life of divine Persons in revelation is very largely made up in what They find in the saints. They live in Themselves, of course, abstractly. They live before and beyond creation. There is really no need to say that God is independent of all creation: but He is pleased to come in, and, if He is pleased to say that wisdom was by Him in the creation and that her delights were with the sons of men (Proverbs 8: 31) we must take notice of that. If Jesus says to the saints that are on the earth and to the excellent In them is all my delight (Psalm 16: 3), we must take note of that. If God says that the saints are His inheritance, we must take note of that  He means it! We must understand what He came out for. There is what He is in His inscrutable infinitude  He dwells in light unapproachable  but He has come into circumstances involving humiliation so as to bring about something. He is pleased to intimate that He is seeking conditions in relation to men, that, as it were, He lives in those relations. How wonderful that is!  it is to me, dear brethren. The saints are so essential to God! And so the father of the prodigal says: It was right to make merry and rejoice. Why should we be merry? Because of the returning one, the son who was dead and is alive again, who was lost and is found, with the best robe on him  remember that!  with the shoes on his feet and the ring on his hand. He is representative of the repenting sinner. The Fathers delight is in him. In the words said to the elder brother, It was right to make merry and rejoice. He defends the position. Let no one question it, for God will defend the position, He thinks so much of the saints. 

    And so the Lord in this passage, so often quoted, loved the assembly. Christ also loved the assembly  it is in the past. He loves it, of course, and He will love it, but He loved it, and He delivered himself up for it, in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word  that is how the sanctification is apparent. But the point is to sanctify it so that He might present the assembly to himself glorious, present it to Himself. 

    We were speaking today of Isaac, in Genesis 24, and let me remind you, dear brethren, that the servants name is not given, nor is it a mere domestic, as in an earlier chapter, it is the eldest servant in Abrahams house; he is a man of importance. That is the point in regard to the servant in Genesis 24. But when Rebecca asks about Isaac, he says, That is my master!  not my masters son, though Abraham was still alive. It is a tribute to Jesus, He is equal with God. If Abraham is master to the servant, so is Isaac master. That is how Scripture speaks. Let us not allow our minds to work in these things; let us follow the Scripture. So here, if He presents the assembly to Himself, that is His deity; no one but a divine Person could do that. Adam did not present Eve to himself (although he was indeed a type of Christ), God presented her to Adam. But the Father does not bring the assembly to Christ here, Christ presents her to Himself. He is thy Lord, as is said in Psalm 45, and worship thou him. So we get these informal statements that testify to His personal glory; the Scriptures are full of them, so that we are built up in them; we breathe them, as it were; in the household of faith we breathe the testimony to the glory of Jesus. No impartial person can read Scripture without arriving, as I may say, informally in his soul, at the deity of Christ. It is seen there from the very outset. Of course, one might go further and say that the Jehovah Elohim who brought Eve to Adam was Jesus; the Jehovah that made the earth is Jesus  He was in the world, and the world had its being through him (John 1: 10). And so here, in this informal way, He loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things. Now that is the other side of this great subject, dear brethren. The Lord is engaged in it now constantly, this washing of water is the means of it, but the great thought in His mind is sanctification. He prayed about this to His Father, and He is now engaged in sanctifying us, purifying us by the washing of water by the word; that is to say, the ministry of the word, as in the power of the Spirit, is intended to purify our souls, to purify us as He is pure  that is the standard. There must be correspondence with Him, and the ministry of the word in the power of the Spirit has that in mind. The word is to be noted, it brings out the mind of God and the mind of Christ, it acts on our minds so that we come to value what is more excellent. That is a sanctifying idea; if I grasp something more excellent, I am correspondingly purified, I am correspondingly sanctified, and that is what is going on. What is going on, as I have been remarking, is the perfecting of the saints in view of this presentation, so that there should be nothing unfinished, nothing imperfect. The Lord said to His Father, I have finished the work ... but He had said earlier, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and I should finish his work (John 4: 34). He set out there the idea of a skilled workman  another thought that should be before us. Unskilled labour may bring in raw material indeed, but skill is required for perfection  that is what you see in Jesus, correspondingly in Paul and in all the apostles  holy, skilled labour. It is seen in Exodus, too, in Bezaleel and others  what remarkable skill is seen in the building of the tabernacle! That is what is going on, dear brethren, and the Lord would call us into it. He has need of skilled labour  of unskilled, too, for we are all to be working  but the need is for skilled labour that every man should be presented perfect in Christ. So in the grand presentation there will be nothing at all to cause distress, everything will be in keeping with Christ: that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things. 

    May God use these thoughts, dear brethren, for our blessing. 

  
    RECONCILIATION (JT 85)

    Romans 11:15; 2 Corinthians 5:17 - 21; Colossians 1:19 - 22; Ephesians 2:16

    These scriptures furnish instruction as to the great truth of reconciliation. The subject has especially in mind to bring God before us as seen in connection with this great matter, the matter of reconciliation to Him. It is said of the Corinthians that some were ignorant of God and, of course, that statement has great significance today, for ignorance of God marks the whole profession of christianity. But there are those who know God, who are not ignorant of Him, but as knowing Him, love Him. Lovers of God is one of the finest phrases. It is said of them that they should shine as the sun in its might. Let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might (Judges 5:31). They do so now morally and will do so actually presently. They will shine in glorious brilliancy and power with Christ. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. So that in saying that ignorance of God marks the profession, one makes full allowance for those who know and love Him. It is said that if any man love God, the same is known of Him; not that God does not know everyone, He does. He knows me, He knows you, He knows everybody else and many, alas, who are rejecters of Christ. It is said, If any be ignorant, let him be ignorant (1 Corinthians 14:38), a very solemn statement, it is judicial. And let the filthy make himself filthy still (Revelation 22:11). The judicial dealings of God go on; we may not be able to meet them in detail but they go on, and many are known in the sense that they are in the book  in His book  out of which their deeds are judged. Terrible thought! Not the book of life. They are known of God in that sense, each having his record down, each to be judged according to his works. Let there be no mistake as to that. But then it says, But if any one love God, he is known of him (1 Corinthians 8:3). It means that he is known in His book of life. He is known of God in that sense. Heaven knows him; if he appeared in heaven at any time, he would be known  blessed thought! There will be no confusion there; the names are written, and everyone would love to appear as known of God. God takes account of them as those who love Him. They are among the hosts in the book of life. Just as great distinguished persons are known in every realm, so these persons are known as lovers of God. Well, that is the class we belong to, dear brethren, as lovers of God, that distinguished class that God has recognised as among the living. 

    Well now, this matter of reconciliation serves to bring God before us peculiarly, and first in His relation to the world as it is seen according to this verse in Romans 11. In the casting away of Israel judicially, God is not casting away for ever, only temporarily, thank God. Elymas the sorcerer typifies Israel in that way. God will return to His people. He has not cast them off finally, but they are cast away and made void for the moment, in order to bring the world in provisionally  that is in the position of reconciliation. Now this needs to be understood by us or it will be very defective in our view, and I would explain it, dear brethren. When Scripture speaks of the world in reconciliation, it is not the world in a moral sense in all its lusts and wickedness, that is not the thought. Scripture says distinctly that that world lies in the wicked one. It is out of that world we are to be delivered. Christ died for our sins that He might deliver us out of this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father, that is morally. Salvation from the world is in a moral sense, but the world has to be viewed in another sense; that is, it has to be viewed creationally or physically. The world was made by Christ, but then it goes on to say, The world knew him not  that is, the moral side of it did not. So we have to understand every word or we shall be mixed in our understanding. The world therefore is in mind as Gods creation, and the men upon it are Gods creatures, viewed from another angle, being in a world alienated from God by wicked works, but still being Gods creatures, divided up into nations under the government of God, according to Genesis 11. Scattered over the face of the whole earth, we are told, a statement that invites inquiry and investigation, for it provides for all the continents and the isles of the sea as we know them, how God has scattered the races judicially, setting their bounds. As Paul says, Having determined ... the boundaries of their dwelling. They are under His eye, the bounds are set, and they were set in relation to His ancient people Israel. But then the time came when Israel was cast away  a strong word  but not finally, only temporarily, beloved. God has not cast away His people. They are in mind and continued in a remnant, as it were. Paul says, I also am in line with that remnant; moreover he said, Our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night (Acts 26:7). We wonder why that might be; the Spirit of God records it, so that they have an acceptance in that sense; and publicly they will presently come up. Can a land be made to bring forth in one day? shall a nation be born at once? it is said (Isaiah 66:8). All Israel, that is His own, not every Israelite, not every person known as a Jew, none but His own Israel, no other Israel will be blessed of Him, whatever their profession. Therefore they are going back to their land, as they are. God will make His own selection; it will be Gods Israel. So that all Israel, says the apostle, shall be saved; that is the whole nation, the nation of purpose; God will do that. He can do all things. 

    Well now, this thought of reconciling the world has in mind the nations as God divided them up, and as His creation, the earth itself. The earth is the Lords, and the fulness thereof (Psalm 24:1). He has never given up His rights in this respect. When has He given up His rights in the human race? The human race belongs to God, so that in Mark, according to the Lords own words, the gospel was to be preached to all the creation. The preachers were to go into all the world, that is the place of possession  the moral side of it  but the preaching was to be to all the creation. God holds on to that. The wickedest man in this town God holds as His creature; He sends the rain and the sunshine upon him, but there will be nothing like that in hell  no, nothing, no favour at all; it will be utter abandonment from God. But the world is in a different position now; the Jews have been cast off. God said that the nations are now to come in and take that position, viewed as nations, viewed as belonging to Him; it is the time of the reconciling of the world. Then in connection with this, God has set up authorities, governments, as represented in Nebuchadnezzar taking the place of Israel. Speaking of one of the powers that be, the apostle says it is Gods minister to thee for good (Romans 13:4). All that is in keeping with the reconciliation of the world, which is only provisional; the whole position will be changed. God will be against the world as it will then be. The beast and the false prophet will have their place in it, and there will be open opposition to God and to Christ, open war between God and the world. It is not so today, God is against it in a moral sense, against sin, but He is not against it as viewing the world as His creation, and it is as viewed as His creation that it is in reconciliation. He looks at it as in favour in order that it should be saved. That is the present object, not imputing their trespasses. It is a remarkable thing, how that God was in Christ reconciling the world, not simply taking it abstractly reconciled, but actually doing it through the ministry of the gospel: how that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses. Well, that is the first point I touch on, dear brethren. Abraham represented the thought in the book of Genesis. He is said by the apostle to be the heir of the world, that is, of the nations of the earth; every family is to be blessed in Abraham the heir of the world. Well now, being heir of the world he would save it if he could, and so today every one of us, reconciled as sons of Abraham, will save it if we can. That is our attitude; if that is not our attitude, we are defective. So that when Sodom came into mind Abraham would have saved it if he could. He did his best through solicitation and prayer to save Sodom; he appealed to God. Now he says, Jehovah, You are the God of all the earth, You are the Judge of all the earth, Will not the Judge of all the earth do right? (Genesis 18:25). God liked that, God loves His people to tell Him the truth and even about Himself. Abraham says something about Him, Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?. God liked that and He listens to him. God had already said Abraham is a judge too, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? ... For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice (Genesis 18:17,19). He had in mind that things would be right, and as far as his power went, he would have things right. So among the nations, he was among the Amorites and was concerned to see a right rule maintained as under the rule of God. So God tells Abimelech about Abraham. He calls the attention of the monarch to Abraham. Today, of course, it is monarchs or presidents or rulers of the earth. God speaks to them; let us not think that He does not. 

    You may think of some of these rulers that they are so wicked that God would not do anything at all for them, but He does. They are in the place of rule. How they got there in detail is not the point, God sees that they are there. God says, I am looking after them, their hearts are in My hands. The kings heart in the hand of Jehovah is as brooks of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will (Proverbs 21:1). And here is one monarch to whom God speaks about Abraham and fixes that mans name in his mind. He says, You are ill-treating him; you have taken his wife wrongfully  Abraham, he is the heir of the world  I do not say God said all that, but that is in Gods mind. What God did say was, He is a prophet, and will pray for thee. That is to say, the prophets of God, the priests of God today pray for the rulers. They do not look upon them as enemies. It is entirely wrong to look at a ruler as an enemy. Government is of God; we respect them, and we pray for them; that is the important point. They are ministers of good to us; they may not mean it, but they are; the Lord sees to that. Even a man like Pilate, miserable politician as he was, is the governor. Matthew stresses the fact that he is the governor. The Lord Jesus recognises him as the governor and He speaks to the governor. Thou hadst no authority whatever against me if it were not given to thee from above (John 19:11). So you see the Lord looks at the world as set up of God, and even Pilate who condemned Christ to death is the governor, and only as such possesses that power from heaven. That makes a great difference if we understand it. If they distribute benefits to Gods creatures, well, that is from God; they are ministers of good to thee. Why should I despise that? I am despising the ordinances of God if I despise that. If a politician comes and offers me a benefit then I would not take it. From a government or a king or a president, however, I must take. All such benefits are of God, as it were, the best He has. God is always dispensing bounty. The sun shines and the earth is yielding its increase; that is all from God. God gives it today; God is infinitely active in His creation for good, so that I am to understand this great provisional position. Christ has not come yet to reign; the day has not come for that. It is the gospel day, and God has ordained all this, so as to give room for the gospel to show the wonderful disposition of God. That is what it involves. God wants to save you, but He is not going to pass over any trespasses nor will He pass over anyone. We have to judge our sins and confess them, but still God is not challenging you about your sins first. He is offering Christ to you. God is in Christ, He has come down Himself in Christ. God is in Christ reconciling the world to Himself. Paul sees that I get that ministry. He is peculiarly the minister of reconciliation, how God is in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses. So that, dear brethren, it is well to get into this line of thought. Abraham represents it; how he prayed for Abimelech, and God answered his prayer. That is an evidence of what he was; he was anointed of God, a prophet and priest. It is priests that pray, and we are all priests, as it says, A holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:5). 

    Now I come to the second scripture I read. It begins with the idea of new creation, that is, If any one be in Christ. In Christ is not a theoretical idea. If any one be in Christ, there is a new creation. That is, God has taken over the work again in that man. New creation is an additional thought to reconciliation. Reconciliation is always viewed as applied to us in the past, that which has happened to believers, it is not what is happening to believers. Believers are characteristically reconciled to God, reconciled according to Romans by the death of His Son, and so it is in our passage Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us. How affecting that is! That we might become Gods righteousness in him. It is not the grace of God there, but the righteousness of God, as if God would challenge and say, There is the wickedest man, and that man is converted. Paul is converted, the thief is converted, and millions of others like them. God says, That is My righteousness. Now that the righteousness of God has appeared, not only are we constituted righteous, but we are made the righteousness of God. Think of the result of the death of Jesus; it is all a question of God, how He regards and feels in respect of the sacrifice of Jesus. How liberating to the conscience, how establishing to the conscience, not only I am accounted righteous but made it! The righteousness of God in Christ, that is the line of reconciliation. New creation is another thing. Reconciliation clears the way in the soul for new creation. Reconciliation, so to speak, deals with what is historical, and God can look at the wickedest man and say, That is My righteousness. You may say, No, it is Your mercy. No! God says, It is My righteousness, it is perfectly, infinitely right to look at that man as righteous on account of the value of the death of My Son. God made Him to be sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. Well, new creation is another matter, it is not what we were historically, it is wholly new. God has cleared the ground: no one can challenge what He has done, everything is a question of righteousness. Reconciliation is a question of righteousness through the death of Christ, but new creation is another thing. Reconciliation having been effected, righteousness having made it effective, God can begin all over again, so there is no past when it comes to new creation. What He sees of {375} earlier days is gone; no past, nor will there be eternally, heaven would not be heaven were we to recall what we used to be. We know all this as we begin over again. God begins over again in new creation. God stands on that. If any one be in Christ ... a new creation. It is as new created we belong to the assembly. Even heaven itself will be new created. New heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness (2 Peter 3:13)  everything is to be that. But I cannot proceed on that line, I can only touch that thought. It is, if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation. There is is not in the original, it is just simply a new creation as if God stands on that thought; if any one be in Christ ... a new creation; it has already begun. 

    Well now, I go on to Colossians so as to bring out how the Godhead is emphasised in Colossians. The passage I read in the Authorised Version is not a good translation but I just deal with the facts as presented in it, first that it pleased the Father that in Him all the fulness should dwell. Now the Father is not there, In him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell is really the proper thought. Similarly in Hebrews 1:3 where it says He set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high. The right hand of the greatness, we know what that means; the noun is made personal, it is what God is in greatness. So here it is what God is in fulness, all that could be predicated of the Deity as showing it dwelt in Him, All the fulness ... was pleased to dwell there. How it brings out what He has drawn our attention to! It is the Deity that is in mind. The Deity has undertaken to reconcile all things, and persons, to Itself. It is an immense thought, dear brethren, and God means it to affect our minds. The Deity, the Godhead had in mind to effect the reconciliation of all things as well as persons, but first of all it must be as in keeping with Colossians that all the fulness was pleased to dwell in Jesus. Think of how great He is! All the fulness, not only that It was there but that It was pleased to dwell there  as if It were restful! All that God is, was restful in that Man. How great that thought is! It is the Deity undertaking through Him, by Him to reconcile all things to Itself, things on earth and in heaven, but it is through the blood of His cross. As you will observe, By him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross; that is, peace is the foundation of it. God is restful in the whole scene by the blood of his cross. It is the supreme thought of the cross, it is the blood of the cross, it is enlarged on; we have to understand that it is the blood of Jesus shed on the cross. Let us not forget that it was there that man was judged, where our old man was dealt with in a most minute way, in sacrifice at the cross. It was with blood, the blood of the Christ, that blood which carries with it the most ignominious judgment as to myself. Paul says, I am crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20); that is the judgment I have got of myself, that is what I deserve. One is so thoroughly self-judged that he sees that he is only fit for that, and the blood of the cross has met him at that point, so that God can proceed with His great thought of reconciliation  reconciliation of things on earth and in heaven, and of persons. Who are the persons? The Jews and the gentiles  ourselves. You can see now, dear brethren, how the thing has become very concrete and real; reconciled through the body of His flesh through death to present you holy in His sight. How real that reconciliation is! That is very different from the reconciliation of the world provisionally, for that is only for a time, but our reconciliation is final  to be presented to God without reproach  Holy and unblamable and irreproachable. Now that is Gods thought and every christian here can take it to himself. What a mighty power it is in the soul that God presents me to Himself in the power of reconciliation! There is not a shade of thought in His mind against me, I am perfectly agreeable to Him. You say, That is new creation, but it is not, it is reconciliation, there is no question of new creation at all, it is what God has effected by the blood of his cross, and in the body of his flesh through death, in the death of Christ. Would that God would give us grace in our souls to take it in, it is the test of everything! God is dealing with us now as those He likes. We are material suitable for Him, He is not displeased with us, He is working with us as material. The effect of that is that, as in His counsels, He is pleased with us. You should take that in, that God has not a thought against you, He is pleased with you in the death of the Lord Jesus, through the blood of His cross, and then to emphasise it, it says, In the body of his flesh through death. 

    There is just another final thought in Ephesians, and this brings me to what is collective. I take it from the verse, as you will observe, That he ... might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross. Now this raises the whole question as to my relations with the brethren. So far the word has not been stressed as to our relations; it is what we are severally through the death of Jesus. Here it is what we are severally too, but each of us viewed as in one body, Jews and gentiles, of course, but both allied here together; Jews and gentiles because they represented what was diverse from one another. The woman of Samaria says, The Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans  no dealings  she voiced what has come down to ourselves in the history of Gods people. Christians have divided into sects, each having his own view; it is like the garments of Christ to every soldier a part. Public profession is like the garments in which Christ appeared, but how unrepresentative it is! The Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans, says the woman. Let us come down to ourselves, alas! often among those who have the truth it works out thus. Although we may sit down together and break bread, some of us may have no dealings with the others. How displeasing it is, dear brethren; it is utterly inconsistent, because that one loaf which we break denotes our unity, not only unity, but our being the body in organisation. The figure denotes that we are bound up with joints and bands. An organism is the idea, not simply unity. Unity is right to a point but not good enough, the assembly is Christs body of which He is Head. There must be an organism, and The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? That word communion does not refer to the loaf only, it is what we break, it refers to the fact that we are in the fellowship of it. The word communion is fellowship. We leave the room after the Lords supper, it may be, and some of us have no dealings with the others. That is most distressing, most inconsistent; it is abhorrent to the mind of heaven, it is destructive of the truth of the assembly. If there should be any such feeling it should be remedied at once. So in Matthew 5 we have, If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift  do not take it away  a gift is not to be recalled, it is right to bring the gift but wrong to offer in the sense that your brother is not with you. In the working out of this, brethren, I know full well our experience is that discipline is required. We have to regret if brethren are not subject to discipline. Discipline is discipline and if anyone attempts to override the judgment of the assembly and assume that he is more gracious than the assembly, he is in a false position, he had better take care, God will have to say to that. I am not interfering with that thought of discipline, but the Lord is speaking about a certain thing in chapter 5: If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. I want you to understand that the Lord is speaking abstractly, because there are other things, as I have said. But underneath the offering the Lord imposes upon us a sense of obligation that we must have our brother, we cannot get along without him, we cannot offer without him. To say we have no dealings, or to act in that way, is to have our dealings under discipline. But the Lord is speaking in general terms and in an abstract way, and it underlies the whole position  I must have my brother. I must have him in heaven, I am not at home without him, as offering I must have him, I must have his sympathies. The body cannot exist practically unless I maintain this, and so in Ephesians it brings us to the highest level in this matter, as in all matters; we are reconciled in one body, not by the blood of the cross but by the cross. How could Jew and gentile be brought together save as by the mind of God both came to understand His will in the cross, and that will imposes death? The word of the cross brings the understanding of it to me. So I understand now that I cannot do without my brother. Though I may fail, abstractly I must never give him up. The Lord does not contemplate that he is irreconcilable; if he understands reconciliation to God he is not irreconcilable, I am likely to get him. Leave your gift and go and be reconciled. He does not say, Let him be reconciled to you; that is not it, but you be reconciled to him, that is the great principle of reconciliation as viewed as affected by reconciliation to God. So I say to myself, I must be reconciled to my brother; that is the thought in mind, it may take years but I must see it through. I must have my brother. You understand me now. I am not overlooking discipline and the instructions we get as to discipline, and how that if a man be called a sinner I am not even to eat with him. If he does not work, I am to shrink from him; if he does not work he does not eat either. I am not ignorant of that; I am speaking of the abstract way the Lord said, You must have your brother; the purpose of God requires it, and so the most alienated people, Jew and gentile, are reconciled. God has done it by the cross, and how? In one body. That is, He has brought us together vitally by the Spirit, the word of the cross entered into that in the complete demolition of both, according to what we are characteristically, complete demolition of them by the cross of Jesus, so that He may reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross. 

    That is all I had to say. May God help us that He may have a greater place as to public matters, as to assembly matters, and individual matters, that God may be all in all. 

  
    THE SON IN AUTHORITY, LIBERTY AND PRIESTHOOD (JT 86)

    Colossians 1:12,13; John 8:34 - 36; Hebrews 7:28

    JTWhat is in mind is to show how the Son of God is in His kingdom, then in the house, and then as priest particularly. We have a peculiar feature of the kingdom alluded to in Colossians, the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. What is in mind is that we may see the peculiar influence of Christ in the kingdom as seen in this passage. There is authority in it, but qualified by the relation in which the One is who exercises the authority. The kingdom of God is presented under many designations; this is peculiarly attractive and the intent is that we might see, as coming under the rule of Christ as the Son, how we are secured in affections. The subjection is not arbitrary, but, as coming through such a relationship, it is intended to affect us, bearing on the spirit of sonship. So that we may consider the kingdom first, and then the house, and finally the priesthood; in all these positions and functions the Lord influences us, not in the way of subjugation, but in the promotion of affection, so that the word is, Giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. It is the action of the Father, but the rule is in the hands of the Son of His love. 

    AELDoes that correspond with John 3:35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand? 

    JTI think it does  all things would include the kingdom. The administration of the kingdom is perhaps as important as any of the features of Christs administration. 

    QuesIs it in keeping with David, who bowed the hearts of the men of Judah as one man? 

    JTYou mean that David, in his communications to the men of Judah, appealed to their affections. 

    QuesI thought it was that kind of authority  is that so? 

    JTQuite so, and it was intended to be foreshadowed in Solomon more particularly, who was the son of his fathers love; his word in the book of Proverbs to us is usually on the line of affection. Arbitrary means or measures have to be taken, of course: David represents that side more, for his ministry was subjugation, not extirpation but subjugation. Joshuas ministry was rather to extirpate the inhabitants of the land, denoting evil principles or evil spirits; nothing but the most arbitrary measures would meet that part of the service. 

    WCWould you say why fitness for the inheritance precedes the reference to the kingdom of the Son of His love? 

    JTAs if the Fathers work is needed to make us amenable to the beautiful administration of authority in the Son. Initially we need perhaps what is more arbitrary, so we have the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God, but for the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love to be effective certain preparatory operations from the Father seem to be required. 

    MTIs the thing seen in pattern on the mount of transfiguration: the Fathers voice, This is my beloved Son: hear him, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:35 and Moses and Elias being there in every sense equal to it, but the disciples perhaps having something else to learn? 

    JTI think that is good. The three disciples were taken up to see the Son of man coming in His kingdom, as it is in Matthew, or the kingdom of God come in power, as in Mark, or the kingdom of God simply, as in Luke  but what they saw and heard implied the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. 

    QuesWould the kingdom spoken of here bring us into the gain of the assembly, the way in which He is known in the assembly? 

    JTWell, the bearing of it is formation in us accompanying authority, affection allied with authority; the affections of the Son and all that enters into the relation of the Son, particularly the form of expression here  the Son of the Fathers love. The Son of the Fathers love would mean the Son as apprehended in the different expressions of fatherly affection towards Him, which we have suggested at the banks of the Jordan and in such statements as the one which has just been referred to, The Father loveth the Son. John 3:35 What does Has made us fit involve? Is it a question of what is effected in the work of Christ, or of the Fathers operations towards us in grace? 

    JTGiving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light. It is the Fathers operations evidently, He has the Son in His mind. David, I think, helps; indeed, coming down and beginning with Abraham, we have indicated in type how the Father had the Son in mind. The journey to the land of Moriah on the part of Abraham and Isaac brings out the beautiful relations between the father and the son; the inter-change of thought between them brings out the relations and mutual affections that were there. Redemption in type accomplished as in Genesis 22, then we have Abrahams exercise as to Isaac and the wife. Then we have between Jacob and Joseph also the relations and affections between the father and the son. And then in David, as I was remarking, what thoughtfulness there was on his part as the father so that Solomons regime should be in every way glorious, that the conditions should reflect all this ministry, the ministry of David; and I think here we see the culmination of it. John 5 shows that the Son could do nothing except what He saw the Father doing  remarkable statement!  and the Father shows Him all things that He does. The Father loves the Son, John 3:35 so that it seems as if what is called attention to is the Fathers thoughtfulness and provision for the Son in this rule, the kingdom of the Son of His love, to make it what it should be. And it is not always arbitrary assertion of authority, but the benign and ever-permeating influence of Christ amongst the people of God seen thus, and the Fathers pleasure in all that. 

    QuesIs the position seen in Davids bringing Solomon forward in 1 Chronicles 29, where he says, Solomon my son ... is young and tender, 1 Chronicles 29:1 he brings the people under that kind of influence? Is that what you had in mind? 

    JTYes, his thought is Solomon. Of course, when Solomon is on the throne, he speaks of the people, how great they are, and he is there to serve them, but David is thinking about Solomon in view of the divine mind as to him. As he was born it was said that Jehovah loved him, and his kingdom must be all it should be. I think that is the relation of the Father here: He has, as it says, made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. I think you see how the Father has the Son in mind in this and how interested He is in the rule of the Son; He loves the Son and has given all things into His hand; but here it is the Son of His love, not simply that He loves Him, and we are translated into it as made fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light. 

    RLSnr. Would you say, with regard to this fitness, when it takes place as to us? 

    JTWell, it fits in with Colossians, which epistle contemplates a certain work in the people of God  the Fathers part in it. Romans teaches that Christ is raised from the dead by the glory of the Father  a remarkable statement!  and that the saints are in mind; they are the extension of that, as I understand, the Father operating so that all in the kingdom should be in keeping; the glory of such a kingdom should shine, the Father having His part in it. 

    RWWould it be helpful to notice that this epistle is addressed to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ? Colossians 1:1. 

    JTYes, they are viewed as the subjects of the work of God and that statement shows it, and then that they had love for all the saints: verse 3 says, We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually when praying for you, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints. Colossians 1:3,4. And moreover it says, On account of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens; of which ye heard before in the word of the truth of the glad tidings, which are come to you, as they are in all the world, and are bearing fruit and growing, even as also among you, from the day ye heard them and knew indeed the grace of God, in truth. Colossians 1:5,6. So that we have clear evidence that the work of God had been effective in these christians, and it is included in the statement we have read that the Father has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light. Such saints are equal to that, sharing the portion of the saints in light and delivered from the authority of darkness, which alludes evidently to Satans peculiar workings, the workings of mans mind in the way of doctrines and principles that carry authority with them. It is a terrible thought that people are restful in such darkness, because they think the things they hold are right and authoritative as coming from certain sources. The Father has operated to take us out of all that and translate us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 

    RLSnr. Is the thought of Father closely connected with the work of God in us? 

    JTWell, it is; here it is evidently in view of the Son. The Father works in us on His own account and on our account too, but He works in us in relation to the Son, as we saw in Abraham and David, the Son of His love; we are translated into His kingdom. 

    REWould what the Lord says, Thine they were, and thou gavest them me John 17:6 connect with it? 

    JTIt would; it is perhaps a little further than this, but it is the same thought. You quote from John 17; in chapter 6 of that gospel the Lord says, No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him John 6:44 and Him that comes to me I will not at all cast out; John 6:37 it brings out the great matter of the Father and the Son operating, the Father operating in view of the Son, and, on the other hand, the Son operating in view of the Father. They operate in us too in view of ourselves, but They operate in us in relation to One another, and this thought of the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love is a most attractive one, for it is a question of Themselves and how we are affected by the Father in view of this peculiar feature of the kingdom.. 

    AAThat makes clear what was asked just now in regard to Christs death and the sovereign operations of the Father. Will not the Lord Jesus take account of every one moving towards Him as being the subject of the Fathers work and value him accordingly? 

    JTI think we ought to see that the Father and Son operate in view of Themselves and the Spirit operates in the same sense, the Spirit viewed as the Spirit of adoption which we have received; but that Spirit cries Abba, Father, as much as to say, you are in relation to the Father. That sets me up in a system of affection. 

    WGWould this thought of the kingdom be provisional or would it carry our thoughts on to what is abiding connected with Christ as Head in the Colossian setting? 

    JTI think it runs on into eternity. 1 Corinthians 15 teaches us that the Lord Jesus subdues all and then becomes subject Himself; the principle of rule runs through particularly as seen in this setting of the kingdom, love. We read in 2 Peter, So an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:11. 

    AWGod has such a people for His pleasure. 

    JTWell, He has, and in this particular relation. I think if we follow the thought of the father and the son in the types we shall get help as to how they move in relation to one another, even as regards the kingdom and how David had Solomon in mind: at his birth it is said Jehovah loved him and he is called Jedidiah prophetically. Well, David would never lose sight of that; earlier he had been told by Jehovah that there would be a son and that He would take him on as His son, and as soon as he is born Jehovah indicates that He loves him, and he is the object in all that follows. It is not simply that Israel is to have a wonderful ruler, but Solomon is to be glorified; typically the Father and the Son are to have delight, they are to have pleasure, in this state of things. 

    AMPWere you thinking the book of Proverbs opens that up? 

    JTI think it does, I think it is peculiarly intended for young christians, to get their souls bathed in the affections that flow out from the Son of the Fathers love. It is peculiarly a setting of love, an order of things marked by love, and yet there is authority in it. 

    AMPDavid had said my son of Solomon, and then Solomon carries on the thought and says, My son, give me thine heart. Proverbs 23:26. 

    JTIt is very striking the frequency of those terms in the book of Proverbs, even from the kings mother in the last chapter: he was tender and beloved in the sight of his mother; while Colossians contemplates the Father operating in relation to the Son with regard to us, the state of the saints warranting and affording opportunity for this. As we progress in the knowledge of God, we see that, though we are in mind in the operations, it is really a matter between divine Persons; the whole matter is between divine Persons. 

    QuesWould not that bring out the thought we have before us in connection with being translated into the kingdom of the Son of His love, and be a wholly spiritual thought? 

    JTIt is a spiritual thought: the Father has done it. What a remarkable thing it is that the Father has done it with each of us; and then in John 8 the Lord in dealing with some of the Jews who believed on Him brings in this thought, If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free John 8:36 because He abides in the house. It is still a matter between the Father and the Son; the Son abides in the house. You may say, It is His own right. It is, but then it is the Fathers matter, it is the Fathers thought that He is to be there, and if He sets us free, we are indeed free. Now it is not simply authority in the kingdom but in the house, and what service the Son renders to us so that we should enjoy the real freedom! 

    CSWould it fit in with 1 Chronicles 22: David also commanded all the princes of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying, Is not the Lord your God with you? and hath he not given you rest on every side? for he hath given the inhabitants of the land into mine hand; and the land is subdued before the Lord, and before his people. Now set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord your God; arise therefore, and build ye the sanctuary of the Lord God? 1 Chronicles 22:17 - 19. David is thinking of Solomon there. 

    JTYes, he is thinking of Solomon all through those chapters; hence we find the people making Solomon king the second time (1 Chronicles 29:22), they had come to like him. The fathers operations are to that end; they made him king the second time, meaning they were satisfied with his rule. 

    NKMIt speaks of him there as Solomon the son of David. 1 Chronicles 29:22. 

    JTDavid was, of course, predominant, and he operated to make Solomon what he should be, and now the people like him. They would not have any other; they made him king a second time. David had made him king but the people are making him king too. 

    NKMIn regard to the inheritance, why does it say the Father ... has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light? What is the force of those words, in light? 

    JTI think it would be peculiarly Colossian. They were in danger of philosophy, which would be darkness, but up to the present day Greek philosophy is regarded as light even by nominal christians, and ceremonialism too is regarded as light, and devoted people are going on with those two things and regarding them as light, whereas they are darkness; these things are darkening. 

    RWWould it be helpful to notice that in the gospel of Mark, the Father says, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased? Mark 1:11. You have been speaking of the kingdom of the Son of His love, and He seems to be addressed in a personal way in Marks gospel. 

    JTQuite so. Those around Him are addressed elsewhere, This is my beloved Son, but here He is addressed Himself. One might say, Why should it be addressed to Jesus? He knew what He was. But there it is; the Father loves the Son, and He loves to tell Him so  Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Well now, the Father hands over all these people to Christ; He has taken us from under the authority of darkness and has handed us over to Him, and the Lord Himself says of us, The men whom thou gavest me, John 17:6 so that it is the Father and the Son we see in all this. 

    Now in John 8 the Jews said to the Lord, We are Abrahams seed, and have never been under bondage to anyone; how sayest thou, Ye shall become free? Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say to you, Every one that practises sin is the bondman of sin. Now the bondman abides not in the house for ever; the son abides for ever. If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free. The Son abides in the house for ever; the house is Gods house. Any sons place is in his fathers house, and the Lord takes that place here. He is there for ever so He sets us really free. 

    AAOn the side of our apprehension of this, I would like to ask if what you quoted in John 8 is subsequent to what we have in Colossians? In Colossians, our entering into and enjoying that means this, the giving of thanks to the Father; is the Sons setting us free, and our acceptance of it subsequent to that, in the house? 

    JTWell, the order is the kingdom and then the house, the Son in both cases; the one makes for the other. The truth is mentioned before, Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free, John 8:32 that is how we come into deliverance. Before we come to persons the truth becomes operative, but it leads to the house where it is a question of persons, and particularly the Son, the Son abiding there for ever, bringing out the character or nature of the relation of sonship. 

    QuesDo you regard the expression, the son abides for ever, as characteristic and therefore applicable to the saints as in the house? 

    JTI think so. It really means, in the working out of it, that we are made sons; that is Galatian truth, but the Son does it. 

    QuesDoes the same truth come out in Hebrews 3 where Christ is contrasted with Moses who is said to be faithful in all his house as a servant; Christ is Son over Gods house, and then the saints are said to be the house, Whose house are we? Hebrews 3:6. 

    JTThat is right, only there it is the Son over it: Moses is a servant in the house, Christ is Son over it. The point is He abides in it, a permanent thing, and really we are brought into this liberty by the Spirit of adoption. 

    WCIs the contrast between Isaac and Ishmael? 

    JTQuite so. Ishmael did not abide in the house; although he was Abrahams son, he was not a son characteristically. 

    WCIs the bondman here the product of a legal system, and, on the other hand, the free woman a question of coming under Christ as the Son? 

    JTQuite so, we see His readiness to use any opportunity to deliver souls. Even if it is a question of a man under the power of sin, the thing is the Son abides in the house, and He can deliver him from that. 

    MPMephibosheth was given a place as one of the kings sons. 

    JTThat is a very good illustration of what we have said; it is like the spirit of adoption. 

    AWWhat have you in mind in reference to the expression, Ye shall be free indeed? 

    JTWell, it is real freedom  permanent freedom. The abiding in the house for ever is the thought, there is no possibility of ever being cast out. Ishmael had no status at all, his position was precarious, and, as he shows his hostility to the son, to Isaac, he is cast out. It is the position of the Jew really in the chapter; they have shown hostility to the Son and He abides in the house for ever, and they are cast out. 

    AWWould you say it brings out the line of sonship you referred to just now? 

    JTThe Son setting us free involves His making us sons, having the Spirit of adoption, otherwise we would not be there for ever. It is to bring out the economy in which we are seen here in the house; we have already spoken of the kingdom, but now it is the house; no other than the Son has an abiding place there. 

    GFDoes God give us the Spirit of adoption that we might be at home there? 

    JTYes, the Spirit of adoption gives us the feelings suitable; the word in Galatians 4:6 is because ye are sons. In verse 5 it had said, That we might receive sonship Galatians 4:5,6  that is His mind about us in Christ. 

    QuesDo you mean when the glory filled the house the sons would be at perfect liberty, at home? 

    JTQuite so, and however great the glory, they are equal to it. So in 2 Chronicles 5 the glory entered the house and the priests could not minister, but that does not mean in the type that the sons could not remain there; they are equal to the glory. 

    Priesthood is only a type; sonship is a family relationship, and no glory in the economy is great enough to shut them out. God dwells in light unapproachable, but in the economy there is no glory too great for the sons; they are equal to it. And, as you are remarking, sonship is received: That we might receive sonship; Galatians 4:5 that is light. That is to say, the mind of God is that we should be sons. Ye are all Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus Galatians 3:26  that is the mind of God, but the Spirit in us makes us suitable. The acceptance of the position is not enough; the Spirit of adoption makes me consciously a son. We have been speaking of the thought of Father, that the relationship of Father and Son does not necessitate the death of Christ; it was introduced unconditionally: This is my beloved Son, and Thou art my beloved Son. There is no condition attaching to it, and we are brought into that; redemption had to be accomplished in order that we should be brought into it, but the relationship itself is a question of eternal counsels; and the son abides in the house for ever, he is not only a son in name, but in consciousness in the Spirit of adoption. The more we take that in the better, that there is no fear or anxiety at all of ever being rejected; we abide in the house for ever. 

    AADoes that greatly add to our service? You have been speaking of the service of the assembly a good deal; does the apprehension of what you have been saying impart a tone and lustre to our assembly service, as we speak of it, to the Father and to God? 

    JTIt does, I am at liberty, I have not a shade of uncertainty, I am as near as Christ is  as He is, so am I. The more we take it in the better and the more effective our service. 

    QuesWould the Son have to do with each one of us as in the house to bring us into the liberty that is His? 

    JTI think so. Take Paul; he says, The Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me, Galatians 2:20 and in that He has taken me into sonship; it is by faith in Christ Jesus. Some may think it is by faith simply, but it is by faith in Christ Jesus. Ye are all Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:26. But then faith gives the light of the thing; the Spirit of adoption involves the feelings proper to it, that I am as really a son as Christ is. 

    WFIs it the work of the Son to bring us into the gain of sonship? It says, If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be indeed free. 

    JTThat is what He is doing all the time. Paul says, He loved me and gave himself for me; Galatians 2:20 it is an individual transaction. It is very wonderful! He is carrying on other things too for us, but that is the thing to bring us into the state that answers to the counsels of God. 

    REWould Hebrews 2 help in connection with the thought of bringing many sons to glory? Hebrews 2:10. 

    JTWell, there it is God is doing it. It became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings. Hebrews 2:10. That is, He is the leader, He is the One who sets this thing out  the word means that He is the thing, perfect, meaning He has taken on an order of humanity we can have part in. That is what He is doing; He is our leader in this matter and He has taken each of us up to bring us to it, because it is the divine mind; the counsels of God are involved in it. 

    MPWould the thought of training come in there? He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a child shall have him become his son at the length, Proverbs 29:21. Is it the thought of training under the hand of Christ? 

    JTThat is very good. The Lord is working at us all the time. The discipline spoken of in Hebrews 12 has it in mind, of course. 

    JSI suppose the Lord was carrying out this work in Peter when He said, Then are the sons free. 

    JTThat is it. Matthew has it in mind, as He comes down from the mountain. It is a question of personality in Matthew, and that meant, as the Lord says, That take, and give unto them for me and thee: Matthew 17:27 it is association with Christ in sonship. 

    QuesDoes taking on the Spirit of Christ in adoption depend on being under the influence of the Son? 

    JTOne may come in as a child or even as a servant, but you come into sonship; He has nothing less before Him than that. 

    WSIs it suggested in what the Lord says to Moses, Israel is my son, my firstborn ... Let my son go, that he may serve me, Exodus 4:23 before the blood of the paschal lamb was shed? 

    JTThat is the thing, it took centuries to work it out, for really it was not reached till Solomons time: Solomon was the son. The great service of God, the culminating thought, is in the Son, and that is the meaning of 2 Chronicles 5. 

    QuesIs that why, at the end of Chronicles, they were to sanctify themselves according to the writings of David and Solomon his son, and to put the holy ark in the house of Solomon the son of David; as though that is what God had in mind in a day of recovery? Is not that the principle? 

    JTQuite so. He speaks there of the holy ark which should be in its place. It says in chapter 34: The king stood in his place. 2 Chronicles 34:31 The ark evidently was taken out of its place, and then the priests are sanctified and in their place, the singers in their place, the doorkeepers in their place. So you have praise the like of which was not heard since the days of Samuel, showing that sonship underlies all these things. 

    RWHave you in mind the Lords present service in relation to His own with regard to the freedom you have referred to in John 8? I was thinking of Luke 22, and the Lords service to His own there. 

    JTQuite so, it is the dignity of the position now. In Josiahs time what was stressed was that everything was right; it is not only authority, but, as one might say; there is the refinement of feeling that belongs to the service of God, so there must not be anything out of place. We can see how the Lord is bringing us back to sonship. Many have not much thought of what God is doing, what He is calling attention to, how He is bringing in His people, and how, under the rule and service of the Son, everything must be right; it is not arbitrary, it is obviously necessary; everything must be in its place under Josiah. In the passover under Hezekiah they had to get a months grace, the second month instead of the first month; things were not up to the mark and Hezekiah said, The good Lord pardon every one. 2 Chronicles 30:18. The Lord has to pardon a good deal that is amongst us, but the great thought is perfection, Let us go on unto perfection. Hebrews 6:1. We shall see in regard to priesthood that Christs work enters into perfection, not in any personal sense but in regard to what is needed by us; everything must flow out of what answers to the counsels of God. So Josiah is the model; the king is in his place and the ark and the Levites and the singers and the doorkeepers in their places; and then the Spirit of God says, There was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet. 2 Chronicles 35:18. It is a question of the kind of passover, how everything was right. People say, That is a minor matter, whether we have two cups or four; but the record as to Josiahs passover is to show us that we must pay attention to details. As in any well-ordered house, things must be right, and they are right under sonship. 

    REDo I gather that that is particularly connected with the kingdom, or does the house also come into it? 

    JTI am speaking of the house particularly, but then the king was in his place, meaning the background was the kingdom, and that is the point. If we are translated into the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, the first thing is the house and the next thing is the priesthood. So in the passage we read, For the law constitutes men high priests, having infirmity; but the word of the swearing of the oath which is after the law, a Son perfected for ever. He is the Minister of the sanctuary, as the next verses tell us, He is a Son perfected for ever. It is a question of what He is as a Man, He is the Son and the service of God is in His hands, and everything is perfect. 

    QuesReferring again to Josiah, they are enjoined to stand in the sanctuary, does that fit in with your last scripture? 

    JTI think it does, it is the proper place of service. The Lord is seen standing in resurrection, particularly in Luke and John; it is a question of the service of God now, we are ready for it; He is bringing the saints into it. Forty days were needed to make them spiritual, but, as going into heaven, according to the beginning of Hebrews, He is set down there and He is the Minister of the sanctuary: the service is to go on. 

  
    THE KINGDOM OF GOD (JT 95)

    Romans 14: 17, 18; Colossians 1: 12 - 14

    JTThese verses in Romans appear in the midst of instructions relative to a weak brother, how he is to be received and regarded amongst the saints, so that the verses serve to bring the subject of the kingdom of God before us in its practical bearing. It is a very wide subject, and each occurrence of the term in the scripture has to be read in its own context in order to be understood. This chapter brings it in in a very practical way, and the Lord may help us to see how it bears on our relations with one another, and our care for one another. It is a question of the reception of a weak brother, the subject runs into the next chapter, and it fits in to our everyday circumstances. In verse 17 we read, the kingdom of God is ... righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit, and it is really the outcome from the practical side of the death of Christ; the death of Christ in grace and power and then in love; it is His kingdom. That is the idea of the kingdom added to the knowledge of God, as presented in the epistle. That is what I had in mind in suggesting this scripture, and I hope that the Lord will help us. But it is important to get the initial thought, that it is the kingdom, added to the knowledge of God as revealed in the epistle. The idea of a kingdom was not new. It had been among men in the days of Nimrod; indeed, the idea of it is set out in Adam, for he had dominion. It was a well-known idea among the Romans; their empire had some features of a kingdom, for it had about seven different forms of government, each having the idea of a kingdom and rule. So that it was a well-known thought, but it is to be understood now as relating to God, and Gods Kingdom. 

    QuesDoes the thought of the kingdom of God occur at all in the Old Testament? 

    JTI think Exodus brings it out, set up in the wilderness. I suppose the acknowledgment of God in the song (Exodus 15: 1 - 18) gave Him His place: it was God celebrated. You find a statute and an ordinance in that same chapter, and the promise of God was that He would not put on them the diseases of the Egyptians if they would keep His commandments and His statutes. He was a God who would deliver them: He had borne them on eagles wings and brought them to Himself. Then Moses was the king, that is mediatorially, for it is a mediatorial kingdom. He was king in Jeshurun later on. 

    Then in Davids ministry we have the same principle. At Ziklag as he is about to become king, he makes his statute and ordinance. He ordained that the part of those who remained behind with the baggage should be the same as that of those who go into conflict. It is not only for those who fight, but for the whole unit; so that we are living and breathing the thing, we are living in it and under its protection it is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. It is a continuous, permanent thing. 

    JJIs the point in the statute and ordinance made at Marah, that we learn the meaning of the death of Christ for ourselves? 

    JTThe water was made sweet when the wood was cast in; the wood was shown to Moses, it was typically Christ in His love entering into death for us. You feel how applicable a statute and an ordinance are as you realise the power of God in deliverance, and the love of Christ in going into death to take the sting and the bitterness out of it. 

    QuesIs the kingdom of God founded upon redemption both in Exodus and Romans? 

    JTExactly. It is God known in redemption  such a God as that! I think it helps us to keep in mind the idea of the kingdom, added to the knowledge of God in redemption, as expounded in the epistle. 

    RemSo that in Exodus 6 and Exodus 15 it is seen to be founded on the work of redemption, which would suggest the place which God would have righteously and wholly with His people. 

    JTQuite; within the sway of the spiritual influence that bathes the whole realm. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between a statute and an ordinance? 

    JTThe difference cannot be very much, but I think the statute is a permanent thing, a fixed, abiding principle which is unalterable. The ordinance is a lesser thought, the principle is more varied according to conditions. We have judgments, statutes and ordinances spoken of in relation to the kingdom. 

    I think a statute is a fixed thing, spiritually. Davids statute was a fixed, permanent thing, it was never modified, nor would one have it modified: in fact, any formal law or statute of God, those who love Him would not have otherwise. I think an ordinance may be more applicable locally in assemblies, but the idea of a statute is universal. 

    Romans fits in with Exodus. You get the material for the assembly beforehand, in Exodus; and then it is set up, so that I suppose Romans and Corinthians run together. We have in Romans 12 the principle that we are one body in Christ. 

    JJWhat would you say about Abraham in connection with the thought of the kingdom? Both Abraham and David are brought into Romans. Is it connected with them in some way? 

    JTIn the sense of righteousness, I think. Abraham was under commandment, but there was no king in Israel in Genesis though there was one in Edom. I think the idea of the kingdom is founded on redemption, that is the knowledge of God: God known in redemption, and righteousness, and peace. You could not speak of these things exactly in Genesis; the idea in the kingdom is the people put together under one rule, a redeemed people under divine rule. 

    JJWhy is Abraham brought into Romans? 

    JTIs it not on the principle that he is the father of all believers? Maybe you have some thought. 

    JJI was thinking of the covenant that God established with him, that his seed should be as the stars of heaven and as the sand of the sea-shore for multitude. I wondered if that brought in the sphere that you are speaking of in purpose? 

    JTThat would be in purpose, of course, but there was no king in Israel up to a given point. Esau had his kingdom, but Jacob had to wait; he says, I have waited for thy salvation, Genesis 49: 18. That is the principle that preceded the kingdom, he was waiting. 

    QuesAre you suggesting the public bearing of the kingdom as well as the other side? 

    JTI thought I would come to Colossians afterwards as the kingdom of the Son of His love, but the idea of the kingdom here is redemption. It cannot be founded on the principle of man in the flesh; that is the principle on which all the kingdoms of the world have been founded. Esau represents that feature; he is the man after the flesh, he cannot wait for such a kingdom as that, so he immediately proceeded with his dukes, as it says, and kings. It is stated that there was no king in Israel, but kings were in Edom before they were in Israel, for the reason that they did not have anything to wait for. As the Lord says, Your time is always ready, John 7: 6. Man in the flesh never has to wait: faith has to wait Gods time, and if we wait Gods time we get the best; we shall be better off in the long run because Esaus kingdom did not last, whereas the Lord Jesus was really for the house of Jacob for ever. Jacob was right in waiting. 

    Judah is the royal tribe. In the disastrous chapter after Joseph is sold into Egypt. Judah disgraces himself, but the royal line goes on, nevertheless. In Genesis 38 the royal line comes in in connection with the most humiliating circumstances, showing what God is, in bringing in royalty. Hence in the royal line in Matthews record you have such persons as Rahab and Ruth. That is not on the principle of flesh; were it on the principle of flesh you would not have these women mentioned; it is on the principle of faith, so that it is all of God. 

    QuesDo we see the first principle of the kingdom in Abraham, that is, righteousness? 

    JTExactly; that is the kingdom as we have it here, in its practical form. This chapter is not the dominion side, but would test us in our relations with one another, so that Numbers presents the whole of what we have in Romans 14, because it gives us God placed in the midst of the tribes, and they centre round Him at His word. Every tribe has its own place assigned it; and God is dwelling in the midst in the tabernacle of witness: each Israelite is placed. In Exodus it is more God known in redemption, known in deliverance out of Egypt, known in carrying them on eagles wings and bringing them to Himself. God is now living or dwelling in their midst, and each tribe has its own setting; each man in each tribe, each man in each fathers house; everyone has his own assigned place, and all under the governing influence of God dwelling in their very midst. So it is not simply the kingdom of the heavens (that is Christ in heaven) but the kingdom of God; which is to know God here, actually dwelling amongst us. It becomes intensely practical as to how we regard one another, how we receive one another, especially a weak brother. 

    RemSo in chapter 15 God is presented as the God of endurance, the God of mercy and the God of hope; it is the way in which God is presented to the soul. 

    JTVery good. 

    QuesIs that why the exhortation in Thessalonians is that we should walk worthy of the kingdom and glory of God who has called us? 

    JTQuite. 

    QuesIs that what helps us practically in relation to the truth of Exodus? We come into the knowledge of God as having redeemed us, and then into the thought of the rights of God in redemption; so that in Numbers we are prepared for the rights of God and are subject to one another. 

    JTNot God afar off, but God dwelling in our midst. God and the Holy Spirit dwelling, it says in chapter 8, which really corresponds with Numbers, because Numbers, I think, contemplates the truth of Romans actually taking form in Corinthians; where those who are the beneficiaries of the gospel become the material for the tabernacle where God is known. That is what is contemplated in Corinthians; not a God afar off, but God in us, and near us; He is known to be in us and His gracious sway and influence is pervading all. That applies to us at all times, whether we are gathered together or otherwise. 

    I think a weak brother brings an opportunity for the expression of what God is. I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God (Romans 12: 1)  that is how the exhortations begin in Romans, with the compassions of God. A weak brother should be the object of compassion; he becomes really an asset amongst us and not a liability. 

    RemWe are not to wait until his difficulties are all solved before we seek him. 

    JTThat is so, and you cannot expect him to answer all the questions you put to him; you have to consider from whence he comes, and under what teaching he has been. Everything has to be taken into account, so that he becomes like a patient in the house, an object for attention and affection and the display of the divine nature and compassions. 

    QuesThe idea is that we nurse such? Moses had to nurse the children of Israel. 

    JTIf a man wishes to impose upon us legal observances such as the observance of days, that would be error and must not be tolerated for a moment, but if it be due to ignorance arising from his previous history, we have to be very careful so that we may not destroy him. 

    QuesIs it not that the legal brother and the wilful brother do not get help, and the weak brother does get help? 

    JTThat is the line of this chapter. Galatians teaches us how to regard those who are wilful in their insistence on legal observances. They cannot be tolerated for a moment; but the weak brother has to be nursed. 

    RemThere is a very wholesome exhortation to both, the strong are not to belittle the weak, and the weak are not to judge the strong. 

    JTThat is true. In chapter 15 you have the energetic side, the strong. We that are strong  energetic. I think if you look at chapter 15 you will be impressed with the energy of it. It is a question of the strength that there is. 

    The kind of brother that is contemplated here is not a wilful man, shutting himself off deliberately from the means that God has obtained for his blessing and Gods glory. It was said, Gather the people together, and I will give them water, Numbers 21: 16. If a brother refuses to be gathered he shuts himself out from the water. It is an opportunity for God to give refreshment. Therefore we are enjoined not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, Hebrews 10: 25. It would be the line of obstinacy and would soon lead to the forsaking altogether of all the meetings, and drifting back into apostasy. 

    QuesI suppose if verse 17 were true it would result in verse 18, and we should help the weak brother? 

    JTYes. 

    QuesDo you think that the weak brother would test us as to whether we were strong enough to help him? 

    JTThat is what appears in chapter 15. We are enjoined to bear the infirmities of the weak  the infirmities, not the will, which are two distinct things. The Lord can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but He will never brook our wills; so that a wilful brother is not regarded as a weak brother but as a sinful brother. A weak brother has to be borne with, and the stronger one is, the more one should bear with a weak one. 

    There is all the power of the kingdom to help the weak one, in contrast to the kingdoms of men which in general do not specially provide for the weak. In this country a good deal is done for the poor and unemployed, but the question is whether that really means what is understood as kingdom rule in this world; is it not rather the socialist idea of taking from the rich to give to the poor? That is not the principle of the kingdom of God at all; it in no sense impoverishes one person to enrich another. There need be no poor if we rightly understand it. There is so much wealth that we can give to the poor. Deuteronomy enjoins us to look after a poor brother. 

    QuesSo that the presence of a weak brother should enrich the meeting? 

    JTI think that is how it works; it means exercise. 

    QuesI wanted to ask what place meekness had in connection with the people of God. Moses was the meekest man in all the earth and he was acting for the king. 

    JTThat is true. The same was said of the Lord; He was meek and lowly in heart in the kingdom gospel, Matthew. I suppose it is important to see the particular setting of Moses in Numbers; Numbers contemplates the kingdom in operation, not simply that God is ruling, but it is in actual operation amongst the saints and they are all set around the tabernacle. It was important that the king or mediator in the kingdom should be understood, so that God came down Himself to the door of the tabernacle; His glory appeared so that Moses should be vindicated. The Holy Spirit tells us that he was the meekest man in all the earth (Numbers 12: 3). Moses does not assert it but the Holy Spirit tells us God honours him. He said He would speak to a prophet in a dream, but Moses would behold the form of Jehovah, and He would speak to him as a friend mouth to mouth. Moses represented the character of God; he was a type of Christ in that, and became a king in Jeshurun in the midst of an upright people. It really is a matter of uprightness initially, to be in the kingdom of God. 

    JJIn Psalm 89 it speaks of persons who are round about God, who is dwelling in the midst of the people. It is a very serious thing in one way. 

    JTBecause God is there. It is a very blessed thing for the upright people in Jeshurun but a very serious thing for us, too. Our God is a consuming fire, Hebrews 12: 29. 

    QuesDoes it help us in the beginning of our soul history to recognise that God has given place to Christ in the kingdom, and to acknowledge the rights of God in coming out in that character here? 

    JTIt is what God is in Christ. It is a mediatorial kingdom; so that grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, Romans 5: 21. It is all through grace. The Spirit has taken up a mediatorial position, and He is here in a divine and permanent way. It was not true of Christ because He went away; but the Holy Spirit is here definitely and permanently, and He fills the sphere. So from the point of view of Numbers, it is God here in Spirit. God actually here; and the saints set by divine ordering in their respective positions, and therefore it is a kingdom, that is, God near us and in our very midst, and God known in our ways publicly and towards one another. 

    QuesWould you say that is subjection to the king? 

    JTQuite, and to such a king! The love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, and that love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given to us. That is the idea, and that is to be seen in all our relations. 

    JJI wish you would say a little more about the thought of the Spirit being here mediatorially. 

    JTWell, I think that is quite evident. He is here as being sent down from heaven, another Comforter. As Christ came down, so He is sent down. He is here so as to make effective, in a subjective way, all that has come out in Christ; and that is what is alluded to in the kingdom in this chapter. It is what it is in practical power; it is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. It is in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit is the power of it all. 

    JJI would like to be clear about the mediatorial position of the Spirit. I think if you would unfold it a little more it would be a help. We can understand it in connection with the Lord personally, but it is a little more difficult in the Spirit. 

    JTI do not think it can be very much more difficult to understand if we understand the meaning of the word mediatorial. A mediator is one through whom others can act, it is a person coming between two parties, and that is how the Holy Spirit is presented in the New Testament. That is, He has come to act for the Father and the Son: He does not speak of Himself, He is here as sent, and it is what He hears that He speaks; He expresses what is in heaven in the fullest possible way here upon earth. He is not limited by time, or space, or territory; He is wherever the saints are, He is universal. 

    QuesI suppose that comes out more in John? 

    JTIt is formally stated there. He is another Comforter, sent by the Father and the Son, sent by them expressly to act for them here. 

    RemIn Romans 8 He is an intercessor. 

    JTHe makes intercession for the saints with groanings that cannot be uttered. So that we have God here by the Spirit, but the mediatorial position is clearly set out in that it is the love of God in Christ Jesus, and that same love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Spirit, so that the three Persons are brought together. As foreshadowed in Numbers, there is the tabernacle of witness, the abode of God, and all the tribes set around it, and the Levites having to do with God and carrying all that blessed influence throughout the tribes. 

    QuesWhat has the kingdom in view? One thought really that the Lord came in in that way to establish rule in the hearts of men in order to lead them to what He had in His own heart. 

    JTI suppose the kingdom makes way for the church. The realisation of the kingdom in Romans so fortifies us that we are free for the church. I thought we might see in Colossians how we are translated into the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, but Romans gives us Jeshurun, that is to say, an upright people. The book of Numbers begins with God speaking in the wilderness out of the tabernacle: He takes it that we are in adverse circumstances and says, I know it. He spoke in the wilderness out of the tabernacle, but the emphasis is on in the wilderness. It is as if God had said to us: I know exactly where you are and what you are going through, and I am going to speak to you in that relation  the very circumstances in which we are. Thus He makes Moses and Aaron heads of the tribes, and the people are to show their genealogy and pedigree; every christian has to show by practical ways that he is really a christian. God says as it were: I know exactly where you are and what you are going through, but I want you to be genuine, a sincere and upright people. So that they are taken account of from twenty years old and upwards, really all that have the Spirit of God and make a confession of Christ, believing on Him in their hearts; these are the ones to whom God is speaking; and then He numbers them all and everything is known; six hundred thousand odd, and He knows every one in their family and tribal relations. Then He assigns each man his place and says, I will be right in the midst of you. What a position we have, what company we have! 

    JJI was going to ask if that is why the Lord has such a large place in chapter 14; He is mentioned so many times. He is the One that operates in that sphere, is He not? 

    JTQuite. It is very precious for young people to see that God takes account of them, but He says I want you to be real; I do not want it to be profession or pretence, and that is the idea of the pedigree  they were to prove their pedigrees. The apostle says, If any one love not the Lord Jesus Christ let him be Anathema Maranatha, 1 Corinthians 16: 22. 

    Anyone that throws a stumbling block in the way of his brother would not be an upright walker. I get the Holy Spirit by believing in the heart; God gives me the Spirit because of what is in my heart. 

    QuesWould the consciousness of the love of God shed abroad in our hearts produce the joy of the Holy Spirit? 

    JTYes. God is seeking hearts. He wants an upright people and a living people, and He puts His love in their hearts by the Holy Spirit. It is promised that gladness would be our portion. You have it here, joy in the Holy Spirit, for the love of God is in Christ Jesus. It is not simply authority, it involves His priesthood, and the love of God is in Christ Jesus towards us. 

    QuesDo we have the principle of peace in Romans 8? The Lord is ever interceding for us. 

    JTExactly. We were speaking of how practical it is, and how the epistle to the Romans is to bring about an upright people, a people amongst whom God could dwell, and amongst whom, therefore, His kingdom is realised. There is every encouragement to step out, and as we step out we get the Lords support and grace, and become representative of the kingdom. The kingdom of God is here for the protection and support of the weak. It is not for destruction like the kingdoms of men; it is for the support of the weak. 

    QuesHow do you understand the verse where it speaks of destroying not the work of God? 

    JTI think it has a bearing on what one is doing, it is put in that way. I do not think it means that the work of God can really be destroyed. Do I regard God in such a way that I should destroy His work in another? The kingdom would help us to view one another as so much valuable material. What a thing it is to have an upright people amongst whom God dwells! All their movements are marked by righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

    QuesDo you think those things are found practically amongst brethren? 

    JTI think so. I think that is the way things stand. The mediatorial system implies that we are all useful in a greater or lesser degree. The Lord acts through us and by us, and it is most practical, so that whether I am in my workshop or at home, or among the brethren, I express the kingdom of God: I am among a people where God is. 

    QuesYou act for the glory of God. Is that the meaning of verse 18? 

    JTThat is the mediatorial thought. 

    JJI suppose the last verse of chapter 13 prepares for chapter 14. Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ ... 

    JTIt is really like putting on the kingdom, the mediatorial kingdom: I am clothed with that, with the Lord Jesus Christ. It is put on like clothing. A man has a commission in the army, he represents the king, he is really the king in that way, he has authority. The Lord is the absolute representative of God mediatorially, and as I understand it I am in the mediatorial kingdom and have part in it. Each one should represent God in that way. The armour of light is in the same connection; I am not puzzled by anything that comes up, I know whether it is of God or whether it is not; the enemy has no advantage over me at all. 

    QuesWould that be the result if we were found definitely in the path of the will of God? 

    JTYes. You have light on anything that is presented to you; Satan has no advantage over you in that way. 

    RemYou look at everything from the standpoint of the path of Christ. 

    JTSo that a man having on the armour of light is invulnerable to any wilderness attack. I have got power in having put on the Lord Jesus Christ; I am not only subject to Him, but have put Him on. 

    RemAnd there are the arms of righteousness, too, in that connection. I suppose while the armour would be protective, the arms would be more operative. 

    JTYes. I thought that the Colossian view of the kingdom is to bring in the Son of the Fathers love; not now the Lord Jesus put on, but an object for the affections. You get in both Corinthians and Ephesians the idea of inheritance in connection with the kingdom of God, and that flesh and blood does not inherit it. We have in such expressions as that to take account of them, as contemplating the kingdom as going on further, even to a higher level, for the idea is carried into eternity, in the sense that the Son delivers it up to the Father. It is retained by the Father, it is the Fathers kingdom. He never relinquishes it; so that then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all, 1 Corinthians 15: 28. Now that is the thought, and to my mind most far-reaching and worthy of the closest attention, as presenting the kingdom and its eternal relations, and what we inherit in it. It is not inherited by flesh and blood. God will be all in all, even the Son subject to Him, showing what a wonderful thing the kingdom of God is; how immediately connected with God; and we would not have it otherwise, not in all eternity. We would not have it otherwise than that God, being what He is, should be supremely dominant; even the Son Himself, as it says, taking the place of subjection that God may be all in all. 

    In Colossians it is the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. Our hearts are filled by an object set before us, the Son of the Fathers love; it is the Lord apprehended in that way. And Solomon says exactly that. I was a son unto my father, Proverbs 4: 3. 

    So that He has a peculiar place. Young believers should listen to Him and be instructed in those affections that belong to the family; the kingdom understood as leading into the family, in the Son of the Fathers love. 

    JJSo that it would be David in Romans, and Solomon in Colossians? 

    JTJust so; Moses or David in Romans, but Solomon in Colossians for we come under the influence of the Son of the Fathers love. Solomon says, I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother, Proverbs 4: 3. He teaches us how to be sons to God, how to belong to the family of God. So that in 1 Corinthians 15 the Son is subject and we are all subject. What a delightful kingdom that will be! God all in all. That is the great end from the standpoint of the kingdom, culminating in God being all in all, to those who have learned from the Son of His love how to be sons to their Father. If there is anything a young believer ought to know it is how to be a son to our Father. Jesus says, I ascend to my Father and your Father. How am I to be a son like Him? I should like to learn how to be a son like that, and He teaches us. We are translated into the kingdom of the Son of His love, under His authority, and He will bring us into the understanding of sonship. 

    QuesWould Colossians 3 be the expression of the kingdom in the Son of the Fathers love? 

    JTQuite. We are there addressed as the elect of God, so that would lead on to it. Here it is giving thanks to the Father ... who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love: in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Thus it gives us to see that He is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation. 

  
    SUFFERING (SMC 4)

    Revelation 21: 18 - 20; Numbers 7: 10 - 17; Colossians 1: 24 - 27

    It is in mind, dear brethren, to speak a word on suffering, having in mind certain definite exalted objectives that are linked with it. We all know that it is the time of suffering, it is not yet the time of glory, that is still before us. It is the time of suffering, and I think we want to appreciate more the privileges that are linked with this suffering period in time. God would bring into our minds the greatness of what is linked with suffering. It is something that we might reverently say that God puts a premium on. We do not naturally put a premium on suffering, but I think as we look into the subject of suffering in the divine mind, we shall see more the advantages that it affords. We shall see that it is not something to be shirked, it is not something to be flinched from; but it is something, as we apprehend the fulness of what is linked with it in the divine mind, for which we shall desire our capacity to be increased. It is a great thing to have our capacity for suffering increased and enlarged, for God places great value on the sufferings of His saints. 

    I have begun with this passage in the Revelation because I want to stress at the beginning the exalted objective that is reached in this wondrous city, the holy city, through the process of suffering. The stones, the precious stones, which adorn the foundations of the wall of the city, are to bring into our minds, by the Spirit, the exalted objective in the divine mind in all the sufferings of the little while that we might be called upon to pass through. I particularly want to refer to the stones as linked with the foundation. There are other features of the city that speak of the great advantages that suffering has afforded the saints, and I want to speak of what is linked with the hidden side in the foundation, and yet, we may say, not the hidden side because the marvel about this city is that its foundations are in full view. So that the stones which adorn the foundations are in full view. The city itself is said to be the bride, the Lambs wife, which I believe is to remind us, amongst other things, as she is brought into our view, of the great interest and pleasure that divine Persons have in what has been witnessed to, and what is the product of the capacity of this vessel in suffering. We little understand the greatness of what has come about through the principle of suffering, as seen in relation to the saints of the assembly from the beginning of the dispensation until now; and I believe that God would encourage the heart of every one of us, by showing us the prime interest that the assembly has in the divine mind as a vessel peculiarly formed and capacitated for suffering; we might say for glory, and that would be true, for the vessel has the glory of God, the city has the glory of God But the fact that she is alluded to as the Lambs wife at this particular juncture, and the fact that the foundations of the city are alluded to, having in them the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and the fact that the foundations of the wall of the city are referred to as adorned, is to show us what is the outcome and result of the great capacity of this vessel for suffering. The more we understand suffering from this viewpoint, dear brethren, the more there will recede in our minds the disadvantages connected with it materially and naturally and temporarily for us. It would seem as if in the divine mind, in going over in such a detailed way the glory of this vessel, the holy city, that divine Persons would impress us with what the sufferings have produced in a vessel that is capacitated to share with Christ on the basis of a sympathetic link with Him in suffering, in all the glory of the administration of the moment that is in mind. She is the Lambs wife. I need not remind the brethren as to what the Lamb suggests, the One who is uniquely the holy Sufferer. Oh, the sufferings of Christ, in which the way has been pioneered for us in relation to the working out and effectuating of the divine thought! In suffering He has gone where we never will have to go, but in suffering He has set the model for us, left us a model; that in itself would increase in our minds the advantage of suffering, in that He has left a model. We know, what enters into the idea of a model. Peter says in regard of the Lord Jesus that He suffered leaving us a model, and we have that particular advantage of having a model in Christ for suffering. We can understand in some measure what the sufferings of Christ must mean to God, when we have in the Pentateuch detailed with such care and such precision, all that enters into the matter of the offerings. What has God in mind in giving us the infinite detail that we have in the offerings, but to impress us with this great matter of the sufferings of Christ in relation to the testimony? And I would seek tonight, that our hearts might be strengthened in suffering. And we need to feed on the sufferings of Christ. God intends that the sufferings of Christ should become food for our souls; that, as feeding upon them, they might build up in us and with us a constitution that will help us in the sufferings that we have to rejoice in having part in, in sharing with Christ in. There is that which we cannot share in. There are the sufferings of Christ that we can never enter upon. We can contemplatively take account of them, and our spirits are affected as from the distance we look on and think of all that He entered upon that full clearance might be ours. Let us think of His words, It is finished! the first cry after the abandonment. I believe that the first cry would, as we understand it rightly, throw into relief before our souls the greatness of the capacity of Christ for suffering, because the first cry is the witness to our minds and to our hearts that He had exhausted the judgment of God. In the hours of abandonment He underwent the judgment of God against sin and sins and, think of the profoundness of it, dear brethren, that He exhausted it! He emerged with a loud cry, It is finished. Think of the capacity for suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ in holy manhood. He has suffered as none of us will have to suffer, and we have to learn how to contemplate Him in suffering. 

    There are other sufferings of Christ which are more in mind tonight, in what we have to say, in which we can have part. Oh, the necessity for feeding upon the sufferings of Christ! We need, dear brethren, to go into the gospels more, especially to feed upon the perfection of manhood seen in Jesus. The reason why, perhaps, we are not formed in the features of manhood as we should be, is because we have not fed enough on the perfections of manhood as seen in the Christ of the gospels. The epistles set us up in the primary thoughts of Christianity. They set us up in relation to Christianity established in relation to Christ in heaven and the Spirit down here. But as having thus been set up, we go back into the gospels and take account of what is set out in them, in order that we might be built up in the features of spiritual manhood needed and required to fill out in fulness our part in Christianity as set out in the epistles. 

    So the city is said to be the Lambs wife. She is suitable to Him in glory, as we see here, but she is suited to Him in suffering too, as the Lambs wife. I particularly want to allude to this matter of the precious stones in the foundation of the wall, so that we might all be encouraged, while things may be difficult at the present time. If we could but see, as heaven sees, the testings, afflictions and sufferings of the saints, the diversified character of them, the variety that enters into the different tests and afflictions of the saints, if we could but see what heaven sees, what has been arrived at through them, what a sight it would be! The twelve stones of aesthetic beauty adorning the foundations of the wall of the city are to remind us of the great diversified result, the result of the working out of suffering among the saints. We often wonder at the different things that affect us. Some are tried by one thing, some are tried by another; but is it not an encouragement to see, that as the suffering themselves are diversified, the result will be diversified, but all in infinite unity, the unity of love, as the twelve stones suggest. These stones of variegated beauty and glory, all suggest to our minds and our hearts what is arrived at through the principle and process of suffering in the present little while. And I say this, to encourage our hearts. The brethren in this city have suffered, and will suffer, and the brethren in other cities are suffering. And we suffer not only on account of these specific matters to which I refer, but other matters too in connection with our bodies, in connection with sickness and bereavement, in connection with infirmity and weakness, in connection with our businesses, and pressure in an economic way. All these things are under the divine hand, all held in relation to the exalted object that is in mind, namely, that the holy city, in the foundations of it, will be adorned by twelve stones; nothing less, dear brethren, than the twelve stones. And it is an encouragement to think that every feature of suffering that the saints are called upon to pass through, is part of the divine specific end that is in mind in the twelve stones. 

    It says, the foundations of the wall of the city were adorned. It is not just that they are placed there, but they are adorning the wall of the city. We think of what the wall of the city represents now; the principles that the brethren have stood for, that they have laid down their lives for. Publicly there may seem no result, and we are not always to expect that God will come in for us as we think He should come in. There may be no deliverance for us, but we want to see that what is in the divine mind is not just exactly deliverance. What is in the divine mind is that there should be produced through the process an enlarged capacity to suffer, for God delights to think of persons formed after Christ, not only in relation to His thoughts in glory, but formed after Christ in suffering, in the spirit of suffering. It is an important thing, that we see suffering and affliction and tests from this viewpoint, that God has had one Man under His eye here in Whom the whole perfection of suffering has been set out, and what fragrance, what redolent odours ascended to God from the sufferings of Christ! Every detail and feature of suffering only served to bring out the infinite fragrance of the holy excellence of the manhood that was there. 

    God had in mind in the dispensation from the beginning to the end - in Peter, in John, in the twelve, in Paul to follow (exceeding all others in suffering outside of Christ), and then the martyrs down through the ages to our own time when sufferings are more of a spiritual character, but nevertheless real - the continuation of the delight He found in Christ here in this great matter of suffering. It is not that He delights to see us suffering, dear brethren, but He delights in what comes through suffering; the ability as it were of His own work to go through in relation to that which would overthrow every one of us naturally. What pleasure, what delight God has in the matter of suffering, and we have to count it a matter of rejoicing that we are called to share in this matter of suffering, and the divine result in the holy city would impress our minds with the advantages of suffering. So that we can see the divine premium put on suffering because the result in the twelve stones is reached via this end. It shows that the results are varied but all in themselves perfect, because whether it be the first stone or the twelfth stone, the glory does not decrease in any one of them. Each of the twelve in itself is so distinctive, but in the aggregate adding to the glory of the whole position in the foundations, and we have to get an apprehension of this in our minds, in all that we are passing through, when things seem so difficult and it seems as if we can go on no longer. Our natural strength may ebb, it may be sapped, our minds may tend to give way under the strain; but let us remember that, as it were, beyond all is the great divine objective of the holy city whose foundations will be adorned with nothing less than the twelve stones. That is, the whole idea, the whole objective in suffering, the twelve stones in diversified beauty all adding to the glory of the whole in the foundations of the city. That is what might be hidden ordinarily, but what is brought out into full view in the heavenly city, as if God will be delighted to give testimony in that day to all that is the result of what the saints have passed through in suffering untold, in the present dispensation. 

    One would desire that our hearts may be strengthened in this, dear brethren, so that we might not look at the things which are seen, and be overcome with the difficulties, with the sufferings, intense as they may be, but that we might be with divine Persons in the great objective to be reached in diversified beauty and glory in the precious stones. The very allusion to precious stones suggests the value in the divine eye. The Lord Jesus is going over this matter with John. He wants us to be impressed, not only with the city as a whole, but with the diversified features entering into it, as suggested in the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. We think of how they suffered; we think of the detailed suffering in their lives, John, James and the others; what a testimony there was to suffering! But how they adorned the position in suffering, and we are to adorn the position in suffering. Spiritual dignity is to come out of suffering, for that is the divine end. The stones are cast in the sufferings of this little while. The twelve precious stones of variegated beauty all suggest the fine result that has been arrived at through the pressure and suffering and afflictions of the present time. 

    I want to elucidate a little what is in ones mind from the type. I want to refer to the princes of Numbers 7 as an encouragement to our hearts in apprehending and appreciating the value of the principle of suffering, and to encourage our hearts from this standpoint that the matter is taken full account of by God, and God comes personally into this chapter linking on with the outgoings of thought and affection on the part of the princes in the appreciation of the principle of suffering. You will recall that it is said that the princes presented the dedication gift of the altar on the day that it was anointed, and the princes presented their offering before the altar. Now you will remember that there is one thing about the anointing of the altar that is different from everything else, and I believe it serves to show the premium that is divinely put on the feature of suffering. In Leviticus we are told in relation to the day of the anointing, that the altar was anointed seven times. Knowing as we do what is meant by that, it is intended that this feature should stand out in our minds; it is not just something in the background. The suffering position is not just something by the way. It is not just something, as it were, haphazard, but it is set in our view in a very defined and definite way as signified in the anointing of it seven times. The princes here recognise the value of the altar; it says they presented the dedication-gift of the altar on the day that it was anointed. As I understand it and as we would all understand it, it means that they have taken into full account this outstanding feature in the tabernacle, the altar, and they are moving in their hearts and in their thoughts in the appreciation of it. And God, as it were, holds up everything for the moment to enlarge upon our view what He thinks of a movement like this; and I believe God would bring it into our minds tonight, so that, as we are brought onto His own side in regard to the principle of suffering, we may appreciate it in the light of the divine thought as to it; and as we move in that appreciation of it, God would give us a sense of the delight He has in it. 

    You will notice that it says, the princes presented their offering before the altar. And Jehovah said to Moses, They shall present their offering for the dedication of the altar, each prince on his day. Now we read, dear brethren, what comes in at the end in Revelation in the foundations of the holy city. Here, we are reminded of what enters into it at the beginning in the Acts, at the inauguration, and we are to take account of the twelve in the beginning of the Acts in this light. Suffering was something that was understood by them. Peter in his epistle would help us in the way he writes. He would show us that it was not taken on as something that could be avoided, something that just came in by the way; he would show us that it was taken on in the light of the divine intent that the saints should suffer. We often view it as if it were something that comes in by the way, but we want to see that it is in the divine mind. The altar is an integral part of the divine system. It belongs to the present time. It belongs to the millennium. It belongs to the public position. It does not quite belong to eternity; the altar is linked with the court. That is, the value of it is in the present time and in the public position in the millennium. The great value that God puts on the principle of suffering is set out in the place that the altar had and the way it was anointed seven times in the day of the anointing. The princes, coming in as they do, represent what is in our hearts as the Spirit of God has His way with us promoting ennobling thoughts with us, promoting exalted objectives with us. It represents what there is with us as moving in concert with the divine mind, apprehending the importance of the principle of suffering. It says, Jehovah said to Moses, They shall present their offering for the dedication of the altar, each prince on his day. Now we are to be reminded of this. It speaks to us of the pleasure that God has in going into what each of us has come to in regard to the altar, what each of us has arrived at in regard to the sufferings of Christ, for that is what is in mind, in our apprehension and appreciation of them. We pass through these trials and difficulties and afflictions, so intense at times, pressure so intense at times, and we get occupied with ourselves, and our weakness at times well-nigh overwhelms us. But the Spirit of God would help us to get the exalted objective in mind in relation to suffering, that the capacity in correspondence with Christ, in so far as we can suffer with Christ, is in mind in passing us this way. It is a wonderful thing to think, dear brethren, of the pleasure and delight that heaven has in capacity to suffer. You will notice that in the detail of the princes offering, much is said as to vessels. You will notice it is said in verse 13 in regard to the first two vessels, both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for an oblation. Any one of us who has read Leviticus 2 would be reminded in this of the preciousness of the sufferings of Christ in the three-fold way in which they are presented in the oblation there, and now what marks these princes in moving in appreciation of the altar, is that they understand something about that, and we are to understand something about the sufferings of Christ in the three-fold way in which they are presented in the oblation in Leviticus 2. It says, both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for an oblation, emphasising what the Lord Jesus went through under the eye of God in the perfection of His humanity for the delight and pleasure of God; and as we contemplate that kind of manhood and our vessels, in principle, are filled with thoughts of appreciation of that kind of manhood, we shall come out in the features of it, for it is a different kind of Man from what is around us. We know that men suffer around us, we know that they pass through pressure and difficulties, but what is to be seen in the saints is a different kind of Man, features of another kind of Man, the Man that was anointed with the Holy Spirit as suggested in the mingling with oil, the kind of Man that the Spirit could come upon, the kind of Man that the Spirit was seen in relation to; all this would mark the princes in substance in themselves. They are not only presenting it to God objectively in relation to the dedication of the altar, but they themselves are the vessels that they present, filled with this thought that comes out in the features that are suggested in this kind of manhood. That is what the type suggests. 

    Then it says, one cup of ten shekels of gold, full of incense. Notice this word, full. I believe it is to remind us of this matter of capacity, capacity that is linked with the appreciation of suffering. It means that God has in mind that we should understand this matter of capacity developed in the appreciation of suffering, and the infinite pleasure that God has in it. And we are to take account of the saints in our cities and that through which they are passing, some of them passing through things far more severely than others; and we want to be with God and see what has been enlarged through it, see the capacity that is being enlarged through it. And every one of us who are in these circumstances of suffering need to be concerned more as to the enlargement of the capacity in relation to suffering. Then it says, one young bullock, one ram, one yearling lamb, for a burnt-offering; one buck of the goats, for a sin-offering, all these details representing that not only is the altar in mind, but what is to be on the altar is in mind. And I believe it suggests that, as committing ourselves to what the altar suggests, the great thought of Christ, unique in suffering in relation to the carrying out of the divine will, we are to be reminded, as moving in the appreciation of that, how God would have us marked by the features that were seen in Him in the way we think, in the way we speak, in the way we act, in the way we move. For I believe that is the thought in the vessels full of the incense and full of the fine flour, and the animals, it is what we are inwardly and what we are outwardly. The vessels full of the fine flour and the incense are speaking of what is within; the animals have to do with what is without, as for instance in the burnt-offering itself. Christ marked in His movements by devotion to the will of God, or in other ways as we may think of it in these animals here. It says, This was the offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab. How God goes over all these twelve offerings in detail, as if He would enlarge upon our view what He thinks of the saints in the Numbers position in the wilderness, moving in the appreciation of His ways in regard to this matter of suffering, especially in the appreciation of the supreme thought of suffering set out in type in Christ in the altar. 

    Now I come to Paul, just for a minute, to show how this great picture in the New Testament takes up the matter. Colossians, as we know, is a critical epistle and helps us to see, as the glory of Christ is presented to us and the greatness of the assembly, as these thoughts lay hold of us, the need of going all the way; that the objectives are so great, so infinitely great, that we must go all the way. The objectives in the teaching in Colossians are to help us that we may not fall short but that we may go all the way. I want to speak of it for a moment in relation to this matter of suffering. He says, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up ...  Notice this reference to filling, again the reference to capacity. If the holy city suggests capacity, if the vessels of the princes that they brought suggest capacity, here again we have the thought of capacity brought before our view in a vessel, a man of like passions with ourselves, but one who in devoted love for the assembly was prepared to fill up that which was behind of the tribulations of Christ in his flesh, for His body, which is the assembly. The exalted objective we can see is in mind in His body, the assembly. And Paul is one of the great leaders in suffering, and we are to understand how sufferings come in on this line, that we are to be concerned as to how we view them, as to how we take up suffering from this viewpoint, whether we just view it in regard to what it means to ourselves, or whether we understand the prime place that the assembly has. That is what is in Pauls mind here. He says, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body. Think of what it would be to Paul in the midst of all the pressure and the afflictions of the various hours in which it was so intense, what it was to him to have before his mind and his soul, Christs body, the assembly, the mystery, that which was hidden throughout the ages in God, that which was in the purposes and counsels of divine love! Think of how the sufferings were balanced by the weight of the greatness of the objectives in regard to the assembly in that light One would encourage our hearts, dear brethren, by reminding us of this side of the sufferings, for while it is seen specially in Paul, the door is open for every one of us, as appreciating the principle of suffering, to go in for it more and more, filling it up indeed, filling up what is behind, seen uniquely in Paul. It is wonderful to think that the Lord has not completed all the sufferings, that some of the sufferings have been left behind as it were. It says, I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ. Think of it, think of the Lord speaking of His own in this light! He has left us a model in suffering, but here we have the tribulations which are behind, in the filling out of which we come in, as it were, after Christ. What an exalted objective, having the assembly in mind! 

    We should be encouraged in regard to this feature of suffering, to see how divine objectives are in mind through it all. There may not be deliverance, and indeed in many cases there is not; but think of what is being expanded and enlarged through all the processes of suffering. We have thought first of the twelve stones, the great flexible administrative number, the number of love; the twelve stones in their variegated beauty, the result of the processes of suffering. In Numbers we have the princes moving in the appreciation of the principle of suffering, and bringing into our view what was developed in them in manhood in their apprehension of Christs humanity in the type, in all its uniqueness; this no doubt marking them, as the type would suggest. It is to mark us too, as we appreciate the altar, and as we move in the appreciation of what is suggested in Numbers 7. And then there is the great exalted line of suffering; set in our cities as we are, in different ways, but yet we are thinking of Christs body, thinking of the assembly; thinking of what is behind of the tribulations of Christ, realising the greatness of our portion in having part in filling that out, filling up what is behind. Oh, that we may not be behind in it, but realise more and more the advantages of suffering, the greatness of our position in the assembly as linked with suffering! The assembly as the holy city in Revelation 21 shows the full result of it, a result that cannot be improved on. May our hearts be encouraged, and our minds helped in the midst of suffering, so that we may not be overcome, so that the enemy may not gain the advantage in the hour of pressure, in the time of suffering, by casting before us all the disadvantages of it. Let God help us to see all the advantages of it, as we have referred to them in these passages, and to yield ourselves to it in view of our soon appearing with Christ in glory. 

  
    THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST IN RELATION TO THE GOSPEL AND THE ASSEMBLY (4) (SMC 7)

    1 Peter 2: 1 - 8; Colossians 1: 18; Ephesians 3: 14 - 21

    SMcCThe brethren will note how full and great this subject is. In Ephesians 2 the assembly grows to a holy temple in the Lord. That is not an arbitrary position. The assembly will be a holy temple in the Lord, in the millennial world, because it is composed of persons who have been built up in the knowledge of Christ - not in any meagre way, but in a rich and full way. Any matter therefore that arises as to the knowledge of Christ - the personnel of the assembly, the holy city, will not be lacking in supplying the knowledge that is necessary, for the temple means that. The expression, in the Lord, means that there will be an administration of knowledge in the millennial world through the assembly. That knowledge is not acquired in heaven exactly; it is being acquired now. At the rapture we enter upon final conditions and there will be no growth in the knowledge, we have referred to, after the rapture. In between the two great events, the rapture and the appearing, there will be the judgment seat of Christ, or the judgment seat of God as Romans refers to it, in which our place in the kingdom will be determined, according to our faithfulness now in the time of suffering and reproach. Then the Lord will come out with the saints. He comes, as we know and have been taught, for us at the rapture, and He comes to us at the Supper, but He comes with us in the appearing. It will be a wonderful manifestation, because God is going to bring in knowledge, and the glory of the Lord is going to cover the earth as the waters the sea. Now what we are considering all enters into this, because the knowledge that will be disseminated in the millennial world is not a knowledge that is arbitrarily imparted when we get to glory, it is a knowledge that the souls of the saints are built up in now. It is now or never! We want to see, therefore, and especially those of us who are younger, that the present time is the time. The millennial day, wonderful as it will be, will not equal the present time. While Gods triumph will be displayed over evil in a public way, and sin will be held in check (although it may break out) yet the glory of the millennial world will not equal the glory of the present moment. We want to see the advantages of the present moment, and lay ourselves out in relation to them. We never get anything unless we lay ourselves out to reap the gain of the advantages that are present in our day. The passages we have read bear upon the building up of our souls in the knowledge of Christ in relation to the assembly in a general way, and in a spiritual way. It is not so much in a local or testimonial way - although there is a close link in Peter with the testimonial position in our localities, but it is a spiritual house. The world certainly does not understand, nor can they see a spiritual house. They may see the fruits of it. All these passages refer to the spiritual and inward side of the assembly and Christ comes on to our view in a very distinctive manner. The first passage presents the structural side, where Christ is presented as the living stone; in Colossians it is the organic side, Christ as the head of the body. That is a wonderful feature of knowledge in which we would want our souls built up. In Ephesians it is the Christ. Ephesians gives us what is official. Colossians is not official. Ephesians is official in its teaching and therefore you can understand that in the great domain, referred to in the passage we read, the title the Christ is employed. That is the official title of the Lord Jesus in regard to the operative side. Then we have the agricultural thought in relation to ourselves in that we are rooted and founded in love. Christ acquires a place in that kind of environment, so that He dwells in our hearts. He is contemplated, in the prayer, as dwelling in our hearts. Then we have His love - the love of that wonderful Person, who has consummated the great operations of God in regard to the spiritual realm of which we are in the very centre with Him; as it says: To know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God. Now, it is very interesting that it does not say, To know the power of the Spirit, the love of Christ and the knowledge of the Father, that ye may be filled to all the fulness of God. The stress is on the Christ, that He may dwell in our hearts, and that we may know the love of the Christ. The love of the Christ is the mediatorial thought and we are in the presence, in that passage, of the full result of mediatorial operations, so that there might be glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus. 

    This passage in Peter is a very affecting one: To whom coming - that is the Person we are speaking of - a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, The writer is Peter, Peter who left the boat, Peter, who said, Lord, if it be thou, command me to come to thee upon the waters. Peter is the one who is writing. 

    LESThe latter glory of this house (Haggai 2: 9) is greater now than it will be in its literal setting in the coming day, because it is clothed today with all the fullest and most glorious thoughts of God that have been unfolded. The place that the saints have in the heart of Christ, according to divine counsel, and the place they will fill in the millennial day and in the day of eternity, is to be understood now in the fullest way of understanding, in the power of the Spirit. 

    SMcCThe presence of the Spirit, in the days of recovery, and the way in which Christ makes Himself known to the assembly in the word to the Philadelphians, would show what you are saying. Philadelphia is introduced into the greatest things possible for the creature. 

    LESDo ye not then know that the saints shall judge the world? 1 Corinthians 6: 2. Does that not confirm what you are saying as to how the millennial setting will be filled out? How we need to understand fully the position now! 

    SMcCYes, it is remarkable. It says: Do ye not then know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy of the smallest judgments? Do ye not know that we shall judge angels? Where does that come about? Think of that! Think of the greatness of the angels, having been created long before man and their higher rank in the created order of things. But think of what has come about through redemption and the exaltation of man in Christ so that we shall judge angels as well as the world! 

    WBGThat would not be so apart from redemption. 

    SMcCNo, because redemption has made a great change. Man has always been Gods greatest thought. The angels were not Gods greatest thought. In creation the angels were higher in rank than man, but Christ having come into manhood and redemption having been accomplished, that is changed. Man, in Christ, takes precedence of the angels. I think there is a lingering thought with some that when we get to glory, we will have a wonderful knowledge that we never had here, but our knowledge in glory will not be any different from our knowledge now. 

    WBGWhy does Peter introduce the thought as to the kingdom and the government of God? 

    SMcCI think it is important to see that while he is writing about these subjects, he brings in the thought of the assembly as the spiritual house. He does not develop it, because it was not his ministry; he was given the keys of the kingdom, but the administration of the dispensation of the assembly was not his, it was Pauls. The same with John. The dispensation of the assembly was not Johns, it was Pauls. Nevertheless, John gives us things that Paul does not give us. Thus Peter here would leave, in our minds, something to look into as to the spiritual house. He would impart a touch as to it, that would enliven our interest so that we might look into it more. 

    WBGAs being of the dispersion, in principle. 

    SMcCYou can see that the dispersion in the government of God did not alter spiritual thoughts. However much they were suffering, as dispersed of God through the persecution that arose at the time of Stephen, this remains. Jerusalem literally may go, but the spiritual house and the living stones remain. But before Peter speaks of this, the reference to the constitutional side is very important, Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word - notice the reference to knowledge - the pure mental milk of the word. It comes into our subject that we are to desire this side. The mental milk is a reference to knowledge that we have before us, in which we are to be built up. 

    JAKSo that salvation seems to be connected with it. 

    SMcCAs the mind is built up in spiritual knowledge and the apprehension of Christ, it becomes a means of salvation. We all know that if you are ignorant about a matter you may fall into it. I mean, for example, if you are ignorant that there is a hole in the middle of the road you may fall into it. 

    To transfer that to what is moral and spiritual - it means that as your mind is enlightened by the mental milk of the word and your soul is built up in knowledge, you learn to avoid the pitfall. 

    LESWhat you are saying is really very wonderful because it shows us something of the constitution of a Christian. In his mind, through the workings of divine grace, there are affinities to the Logos. 

    SMcCThat is the point. We want to see the practical bearing of desiring the pure mental milk of the word. We use this word so carelessly. Sometimes you hear a person being written off by this word: Oh, he is all mental, or It is all mental with him. But we want to see that this is a prime word in Christianity, and that the mental is a very important side in Christianity. How are our young people going to be saved, except by the pure mental milk of the word and growing by it? They go to the drug stores and they go to the shops and they look at the novels and they look at the fiction magazines, especially those with sexual appeal, and corrupt lusts are aroused that belong to the flesh, and they do not read the Word, and do not desire the pure mental milk of it. How can they grow? Novels and fictitious literature are destroying to their minds and to their souls. 

    RemIt puts special emphasis on these kind of gatherings that our minds may be instructed in the way of truth. 

    SMcCThat is it. You take a person who goes into the low company where the most corrupt and filthy subjects are dwelt upon. He is bound to become affected by it, it could not be otherwise; his mind becomes saturated with that kind of thing. Whereas the assembly is a means of salvation, where we get the mental milk of the word ministered, where growth is taken account of, and where we get the pure streams that are spiritual and heavenly in origin and character. 

    UGI myself with the mind serve Gods law, Romans 7: 25. 

    SMcCNever was there a time when there was so much literature around and especially of a corrupt nature and character. Our minds are to be in control. We are not to allow them to flow loosely and carelessly. We know what the flesh is and how it is drawn out by these things that are of no value whatever. We need therefore to see the importance of our minds being controlled, so that the Scriptures have a great place with us and what divine Persons say has a great place with us. 

    AJIt says in 1 Corinthians 2: 16, We have the mind of Christ - the thinking faculty of Christ. Would that link with what you are suggesting now as to the renewed mind? 

    SMcCYes, it shows the value of the assembly in that way, for that is a collective reference, meaning that amongst the saints there is this kind of thinking faculty and a very important thing it is. 

    RemIn our scripture it says: grow up to salvation as though there is advance in it. 

    SMcCThat is it. The believer thus, especially in the tender stages, would go towards the mental milk of the word. Some of us were commenting the other day out on the farm, that the young animals, without instruction, know where to draw sustenance from. Well, the young believer, in a much greater way, should know where to draw sustenance. The pure mental milk of the word bears on what is constitutional and the instincts are in the believer, if they are not suppressed. 

    ABM'NIn Psalm 119, there is an excellent phrase: Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his path? by taking heed according to thy word (verse 9). 

    SMcCA very important passage! Psalm 119 is a wonderful psalm in that relation, bringing out the importance of the word, as he says in another verse, Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee (verse 11). Think of a person hiding Gods word in his heart! He is going down to the shop and instead of looking around on what would damage every spiritual instinct, he hides Gods word in his heart (or her heart) that he might not sin against God. 

    QuesDoes the renewing of your mind come into this? 

    SMcCIt does, because our minds have to be renewed, so that there is constant freshness maintained. 

    ABM'NWhy is the idea of the newborn babe introduced in that setting? 

    SMcCPeter has in mind normal Christianity. Paul could not speak to the Corinthians as unto spiritual; he had to speak to them as babes. It was a question of stunted growth with them, for they were carnal. Carnal is a remarkable word. An unconverted man cannot exactly be carnal; it is only a believer who can be carnal. It is the believer turning to things that engage the unconverted man that makes him carnal. Peter has in mind the normal growth and development of our souls by the pure mental milk of the word. Oh, how we want to go in for what is pure! The ministry brings before us what is pure. We shall not get impure thoughts from it. We go into the shops and other places, and there are all kinds of things available, magazines with lurid illustrations to appeal to us, and if we are not girt about in the loins of our minds by the truth, we shall allow ourselves to settle on them in our minds and become damaged and defiled. We then become impure. 

    RemAs well as going in for what is positive, he mentions here things to be laid aside. 

    SMcCWe all know that if a young man or woman is going in for something in the world, some position for example, there are certain things that must be laid aside until the end is reached. It is the same in Christianity. If we are going to grow up to salvation, through the pure mental milk of the word, we have to lay certain things aside. Now look what they are: malice, all guile, hypocrisies, envyings, evil speakings! How much damage has come into local positions by these five kings, on the necks of which you might say, we have to put our foot, as in the days of Joshua! 

    RemBy these things we are preserved. 

    SMcCThe instincts are in us by the incorruptible and abiding word of God. The right instincts are there, but we sometimes ignore them. We all know that instinct tells us that we should not read certain books, yet sometimes the more corrupt suggestions in them the more we are driven towards them by the enemy, through the flesh. It is Satan working as he did through Amalek. We do not want to drown or suppress our instincts; let them assert themselves. 

    WBGSo the suggestion is very strong: desire earnestly. 

    SMcCNone of us gets anywhere without earnestness. 

    LESThe Holy Scriptures and the ministry cover the need of what is constitutional in relation to manhood. Our minds need not be diverted. There are certain features that might be necessary for the filling out of matters, but in general the Holy Scriptures and the ministry are sufficient for the completing of everything. The Psalm 119 covers every letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 

    SMcCTherefore the importance of the Scriptures. It is really painful, to a spiritual mind and heart, how little the Scriptures are read. We may read them in a family way, but we should addict ourselves to the reading of the Scriptures, so that our minds are coloured by the reading of the Scripture, for therein is our salvation. 

    RemDo we get a similar thought in Proverbs 5: 15, Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well? 

    SMcCWe do not want to go to the worlds cisterns or wells. They are corrupt. 

    JHSIs not this matter of tasting a challenge as we contemplate it? 

    SMcCAnd is it not remarkable? It says, If indeed ye have tasted - not that the word is good but, that the Lord is good. Notice the interchange of the expression now, for after all, the Lord is the living word, as our brother was referring to earlier. He is referred to as the Word; the Lord Jesus is the living Word. And notice how when speaking about the pure mental milk of the word, it immediately turns and says: if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord is good. 

    LESWould you say a word now as to our households, as to our children? Paul says to Timothy, from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, as if the Holy Scriptures became his food in his youthful days. One speaks feelingly but one feels that our children are often nursed up on literature that is not of any real value to them. 

    SMcCThat is right. We need to see to it that the Scriptures have their proper place. I find, from experience, we do not have so much difficulty with the children when they are babes and when they are children as regards the Scriptures. It is the teenage that presents the difficulty and even after the teenage. It is then they think that they have a right to assert their own personality and a right to choose What they should read, as they think, and there is nothing more damaging. Whereas it is that time of life that the gain of the reading of the Scriptures is to be valued, because in our tender years there is, through the work of God, a peculiar ability to take in and be impressed by, the Scripture. 

    JAKPaul says to Timothy: Till I come, give thyself to reading ... Occupy thyself with these things: be wholly in them, 1 Timothy 4: 13 - 15. 

    SMcCIt is a humbling thing to say, but there may be reproach among the brethren in relation to it. If a young brother or a young sister sets himself or herself to be devoted to the truth, they may come under the reproach of other young brethren in the locality. It may be said: Oh, you think you are better than we are! and they may ridicule them. That is a very humbling thing. 

    WBGIn principle is that not what Joseph carried on with? 

    SMcCI was thinking of Joseph. That was the attitude his brethren took towards him. They would not even greet him with friendliness, because he exposed them. It is very humbling how young people think they have to observe a certain code of honour amongst themselves. They do not tell on one another. We are not speaking about ordinary things, but about sin. If young people know that sin exists and they are a witness to it and they do not speak of it, they are held responsible by God. They are guilty according to Leviticus 5. 

    UGI was thinking of Isaac dwelling with his father. It is something that is affecting the young; they do not want to dwell with the older brethren. 

    SMcCThat is the modern age. We need to see the value of Abraham dwelling with Isaac and Jacob. Now this passage goes on: To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, The coming and the living stones here bring out the vital side in our souls in relation to the work of God. It is not to whom ye came, but to whom coming. 

    QuesIs the coming an initial thought, or is it the believer coming to the Lord in this way? 

    SMcCIt is coming to Him, a living stone; the whole context is to be taken into account. It says cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious. That is, it involves the death and resurrection of Christ, meaning that we are coming to Him in relation to a new order and new condition of things. It is not exactly our relief, but coming to Him as the great focal point in the new system, that is established for God, a spiritual house ... to offer spiritual sacrifices. 

    JHSIs Nathaniel in Johns gospel, one such? He is taken account of as coming. 

    SMcCHe is. It shows there is movement in our souls toward Christ, because we are living stones. There is affinity in our souls with Christ as on this line and it involves that we have to leave things. If my mind is to go on with certain things in this world, well, the Lord says: If that is your mind, let it be your mind, That is a terrible thing. It says And let the filthy make himself filthy still, Revelation 22: 11. That is the Lords word. If I consent to go on with what is filthy, then the Lord says, Let him be filthy still, It is like the word in Hosea, Ephraim is joined to idols: leave him alone, Hosea 4: 17. What a terrible thing that is! If we only got a realisation of that in our souls - to be left alone! 

    JHSDoes it really amount to us having as much as we want spiritually? 

    SMcCIt is a question too, of our reactions to the way Christ presents Himself. In Matthew 14 the Lord came to them on the water in the fourth watch of the night. He did not go to the boat and take Peter out of it, but Peter had to come out of the boat himself, and he did. 

    WBGSo the whole section is very important, the early part providing the desire for this kind of food. 

    SMcCYou can understand therefore the bearing the food would have on living stones, because the wording is anomalous. Whoever heard of living stones? But that is what we are, and constitution lies behind that. 

    LESAre these stones taken out of Jordan, and now moving rightly they have had to do with the Lord? 

    SMcCHe is the great Centre of attraction, like the ark going through the Jordan. The Person of Christ is the great centre of attraction here involving movement. What will happen at the rapture is on the great principle of attraction. We know that we cannot go up now at our own bidding, but we will go up then without any difficulty. What will be the difference? It will be the great law of attraction. 

    LESThe great, mighty, magnet, the Person of the Lord Jesus. 

    SMcCThat is what it will be at the rapture and that is what it should be now in the assembly. We should be held to Christ in spiritual movement in our souls in relation to the structure in its present form and setting. 

    QuesWould it help us to get away from looking at things as worthless, but rather to see them from Gods side - chosen ... precious? Then further down it is spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God. 

    SMcCWhat value attaches to the position in that light! What apprehension do we have of this? Are our souls being built up in the knowledge of Christ? Have we the experience of coming to Him as the living Stone? 

    LESTo you therefore who believe is the preciousness. 

    SMcCThis was said to believers who were dispersed, in the government of God. Despite their suffering, and the reproach of their circumstances, Peter is seeking to impress them with what abides. So he uses expressions like, an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance in chapter 1 of the epistle. We want to see what is incorruptible and unfading. 

    WBGThat comes to us as accepting the government of God. 

    SMcCChristianity does not take us out of the sphere of the government of God. It leaves us there, but helps us to reign in life in that sphere. So that instead of being under the circumstances, and turning aside through them, we are reigning in life in them - not grieving, but superior to them through grace. 

    LESWhat could be more dignified than what Peter says in chapter 1: 2, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by sanctification of the Spirit, unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. What a position to come to in our souls! 

    SMcCThese great thoughts should affect us. The world little knows what the saints are. You take Gothenburg; the brethren are looked upon with contempt by some, but think of how God looks upon them! We want to get that into our souls. God looks at them as corresponding with Christ, the living Stone. They are living stones being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

    Now in Colossians, we have the hidden position. It is the position of mystery and that is a great test to many of us. Colossians corresponds in a certain way with Philadelphia. Philadelphia has accepted death to the world and Christ has become everything, 

    and that is what Colossians really means in its teaching. We are content with a hidden, secret position. The world does not understand, know or see it. But the believer knows, understands and sees it. So the Person of Christ is before us in the section in a peculiar way. We have not time to refer to the different things that are alluded to, but this verse 18 says: And he is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things. It is as if it is among the last things that are referred to, this wonderful glory that attaches to Christ. He is the Head of the body, the body bringing in the mysterious side, in the saints here. 

    JHSBecause it is hidden, is that why you say it is not official? 

    SMcCThat is it. It is Christ apprehended personally and cherished in the affections. It is like what we have in Rahab; she secreted the men, hid them under the stalks of flax. That is the Colossian idea. The world is puzzled, they do not know. They would like to know what lies behind our position and where things are. Colossians involves that Christ is known spiritually, operating in a living way amongst us. It is Christ among the Gentiles, the hope of glory. 

    JHSSo what we have had in Peter lays the basis for appreciation, your life is hid with the Christ in God, Colossians 3: 3. 

    SMcCIt does, because the Person to whom we have come in Peter, is the Person in Colossians who is our life. And the life is hid. The world cannot enter into it, nor understand it, but the believer understands it. The saints know it. How important it is that our souls should be built up in the knowledge of Christ as Head, because wisdom is involved in that and resource, guidance and direction, in a subtle, inward, spiritual way. 

    JAKThat is, headship is an inward influence under which the saints are moving. 

    SMcCIn lordship it is an authoritative influence, but in headship it is an inward influence, through the affections. Lordship is through the mind and the conscience; headship is through the affections. 

    JHSSo that impulse is the word that would fit in. 

    SMcCThe link between Christ and the body, in Colossians, is marvellous because the body lives in the life of the Head. The Head, as presented in Colossians, is the Head who is risen in glory, who lives in the power of indissoluble life. He is the One who is our Priest, but Colossians is presenting Him as our Head. As the Head of the body, He is the source of all direction in the body. Any move that the body makes, it makes by His impulse and His direction. 

    RemThat he might have the first place in all things. All things covers a lot of territory. 

    SMcCIt does. It is remarkable that in Colossians you get two references to Christ in that way. In the verse read in chapter 1: that he might have the first place in all things, and then in chapter 3: 11 in regard to the new man: Wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything, and in all. The great point of Colossians is that Christ becomes everything to us. God is not said to be everything. God is said, in a coming day, to be all in all (1 Corinthians 15: 28), but Christ is said to be everything and in all, and that he might have the first place in all things. 

    QuesDoes that involve His manhood? 

    SMcCIt involves His manhood, but it involves the greatness of the Person who has come into manhood. His headship is linked with His manhood, but lying behind it is the greatness of His Person. 

    CAHWould you explain a little more what this everything, and in all means? 

    SMcCI think it means that Christ characterises everything. He is everything in the way of character, characterising the whole position in relation to what is new. 

    CAHWould it refer at all to persons? 

    SMcCIn all would bring in the thought of persons, although it may involve more. He is everything as characterising things, and in all involving state. 

    WBGWould the present moment be involved in Christ being everything? 

    SMcCThe reference is to the new man. The new man is a provisional testimonial thought; it is not an eternal thought, and it is in that relation that Christ is said to be everything, and in all. 

    WBGIn spite of every circumstance that would interfere. 

    SMcCShowing that there is nothing that can arise in our history here but what He can be to us all that is necessary. He is everything, not some things, but everything. The contrast is the old man with his deeds and what marks him. In relation to our subject, the building up of our souls in the knowledge of Christ, this knowledge of His headship is very important, because it helps is as to where to turn for direction and influence and impulse. 

    JHSWould philosophy and vain deceit in this epistle involve just that, turning to other sources? 

    SMcCIt does. It is turning to the world, in that sense. It may be in a religious way, we are turning to other sources than Christ, whereas Christ is to be everything. He is to have the first place in all things. That is objective, but everything and in all involves what is subjective. We do not therefore need to go outside of Christ for anything. 

    JHSSo the new man, bearing the features of Christ, would involve His being in all. 

    SMcCExactly. Now we must come to Ephesians. I think it is very affecting the way that Christ is alluded to here. This is a well-known passage, oft gone over, but the particular thing that is in ones mind in relation to our subject, is that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God. The Christ is a wonderful reference to the operating side, but not, as in Colossians, the Person in His divine majesty and grandeur, as being divine and as having part in the Deity. The Christ here involves the greatness of the Person in relation to operations in the mediatorial economy, in that wonderful arrangement divinely devised, into which God - Father, Son and Spirit has come. The great Operator is this Person, the Christ. And in the result of the operations He is in the very centre of the vastness of the divine domain and we are with Him in the centre of it. He dwelling in our hearts by faith, reminds us that it is still the position down here, it is not eternity yet. And then it says: to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge. I believe we need to weigh that statement in view of the building up of our souls in the knowledge of Christ in this relation. 

    JHSCould you help us as to your early allusion in this reading to the official side here? 

    SMcCWe know that in Colossians the great thought is Christ. His personal glory being peculiarly before us; whereas the great thought in Ephesians is God. In referring to the official side, we are using the word official in the right sense. The Christ is alluded to in a peculiar way in Ephesians because He is officially the appointed Operator in the divine economy for bringing to pass divine thoughts. 

    JHSSo I think it has been said that His headship in Ephesians is according to Gods sovereignty. 

    SMcCJust so; whereas, His headship in Colossians is because of what He is personally; He takes that place, He is Head of the body. But in Ephesians, He is appointed Head, as it says: and gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, Ephesians 1: 22. 

    QuesWould Joseph in Egypt represent that same thought? 

    SMcCWell, Joseph on the administrative side would correspond in that He brought everything, in the working out of the administration, in subjection to Pharaoh. Just as Christ, in the operations and working out of things, brings everything in results to God. 

    LESYou have something in mind as to the love of the Christ. 

    SMcCIt is important we should see how it comes in here: and to know the love of the Christ, which surpasses knowledge. Why should it come in in this passage, in this way? It shows that while the official glory of Christ, as the great divine Operator, is impressed upon our minds in this great, vast system of glory, yet the love of Christ is projected on to our view, as if to suggest His relations with us on this line. It is not so much on the official line now, but on the inward line, such as the Lords supper builds us up in relation to. 

    LESSo there is nothing greater than to understand, and to know, and to be responsive to, the love of the Christ in this setting. It is love in its most exalted and highest setting. 

    SMcCIt is. We might have thought it would have said to know the love of God which surpasses knowledge, but it does not, it says, to know the love of the Christ, the official divine Operator, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Christ, that blessed Person as apprehended in this realm, has expressed a love to which we may say there is no equal. It is a love both that is divine, because it surpasses knowledge, but it is a love that we have constantly been helped in relation to through the Lords supper, involving His relations with the assembly here. 

    CAHWould Joseph again come in there as showing his love to his brethren in the administration of affairs? 

    SMcCThere would be a link in the sense of his love for them although in fulness I do not think that Josephs position takes us to what we have here. That involves more the Colossian position - Christ amongst the Gentiles, but here, where it refers to the breadth and length and depth and height, it is the eternal scene that is projected on to our view, while we are still in a position where faith is required. I think it would involve a higher aspect of the love of Christ than we have in Josephs love for the brethren. 

    JAKWould you say something as to the fulness of God? 

    SMcCI think the love of the Christ bears on it, and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God. That filling to all the fulness of God is not arbitrary, but through this channel - the Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith and knowing the love of the Christ. It is the glory of the mediatorial system in which the Christ has come on to our view as operating with this in mind that we should be brought to all that God is in the outshining of Himself in Christ. 

    JAKWould it be right to say that it is all that is knowable of God set forth in Christ? 

    SMcCIt is to affect our souls that the allusion to the Christ here has in mind that we should be filled to all the fulness of God. It is not exactly filled to the fulness of the Christ, although Ephesians does refer to the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ, which is wonderful in itself, but the Christ is operating here, and His love is serving towards the end, that we should be filled to the supreme thought, to all that God is in the outshining of Himself in His nature. 

    JHSIs the same thought of His love carried forward into chapter 5 where it says: the Christ is head of the assembly and then alludes to His love: as the Christ also loved the assembly? 

    SMcCI think so. I think the love of the Christ embraces His personal relations with the assembly. It is very affecting that as we reach God in His fulness, we are helped along the road, we might say, by the love of the Christ. It is a tremendous advantage, as the Song of Songs would show, for there the journeys and movements are by the one who leans upon her beloved. As our souls therefore are built up in the knowledge of the love of the Christ, it has a sustaining effect in regard to reaching God as indicated in these passages. 

    WBGWould it give lustre and distinctiveness at the Supper in relation to Christ? 

    SMcCIt would, and it also helps us to see that it is not through academic means that we reach God in His fulness. It is through our souls being built up in the knowledge of the Mediator, the divine Operator. It is not only the knowledge of what He is in His operations, but the knowledge of what He is in His personal relations with the assembly. It says, The love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge. 

    LESAs rooted and founded in love, does that not show the way by which we reach it? 

    SMcCWe are not strangers to this scene. We are indigenous to it, we belong to it as rooted in it. That is a word for us: Where are our roots? Are they in the world, in our families, or business, or in this realm where the Christ is to dwell in our hearts and where we reach, through the sustaining power of the apprehension of His love, the fulness of God? 

  
    THE GLORY OF CHRIST (3) (SMC 8)

    Romans 5: 15 - 21; Colossians 1: 14 - 29; Ephesians 1: 19 - 23

    SMcCWe are considering together the subject of the glory of Christ as it is intended to affect us, especially on the eve of translation as reference was made to the words of Rebecca to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil and covered herself, Genesis 24: 65. I think the Spirit of God would help us to understand more and more what that means, the veil to cover herself, and these passages have been suggested for consideration this morning because of the way in which they advance on our view the glory of Christ, particularly bearing on His headship. The mystery of iniquity is working already in view of the great apostasy when the world will set up a rival head to Christ. The apostasy will fully set in when that head is set up. It is the great object of the enemy to produce a rival to Christ, and he operates in the world with this in mind, and he operates in the assembly too insidiously all the time, affecting the public body as he has, so that we find a rival head even in that which bears the name of God publicly, and therefore the need of coming under the Spirits power and influence so that we should be delivered from the influence of every head that is rival to Christ. The unnamed woman in the ending of the synoptic gospels by her act at the end of the pathway of Christ, makes clear where she stands, so I think in the assembly at the present moment there is to be a clear sense of where we stand in relation to Christ, over against all that is operating to move athwart the great thoughts and rights of God. Matthew and Mark and the unnamed woman in Simon the lepers house, would link with the public position, but in Johns gospel Mary comes in a little bit earlier, we might say, from one point of view, and she is named. She anoints the Lord and she names Him, and it makes way for the wonderful opening up of the thoughts of the economy of love, and the divine arrangement into which divine Persons have come. I think the Spirits ministry in all these scriptures would have in mind the building up of our souls in the knowledge of Christs glory so that we become more and more practically detached. We have been using the word detached a lot, and the Spirit has in mind, on the eve of translation, that we should be more and more detached from everything around us, and detached from the features of the man of sin and shame in our own hearts, and there is only one way in which that detachment effectively comes about, and that is through the advancement of Christs glory in our souls. 

    So that in Romans 5 we have Christs headship alluded to uniquely in relation to the race. Christs headship in connection with man, over against Adam who was the federal head of the human race, but who fell through sin. Christ is brought on to our view as the Head of the race according to the truth of the glad tidings in which Gods thoughts and blessings for men are presented, so that it is Christs headship on moral lines in relation to the sin question, delivering us and detaching us from lawlessness and independency. In Colossians, where we have the glory of Christ advanced on our view, it is the personal glory of Christ and His headship, standing related to the assembly, His body. If we are not basically affected by this in the truth of the gospel and our foundations are not right in regard to it, we shall never be right in the assembly. In Romans the kingdom must have its way in authority in the teaching in our souls, 

    so that we are obedient and dependent and moving in our orbit rightly as would be indicated in our attachment to Christ in this light. Then we have the powerful presentation of the Person of Christ, which is very affecting in Colossians, to detach us from the subtle and insidious working of things that so easily might deceive us as mans mind comes into the holy things of God. 

    Then in Ephesians, Christs glory and greatness are advanced on our view, more on official lines as the great Head over all things to the assembly. The vast system of things upon which His headship bears, is before us, God having in mind earlier (the verses we did not read) to head up all things in the Christ (verse 10), and then the assembly sharing in that headship in such a unique way as by Him, like the queen, in gold of Ophir, by the side of the king in Psalm 45. I thought we might get help in relation to these thoughts; there is much detail in these passages that we have read that we shall not have time to dwell upon, but if we keep to these main thoughts we may get help. 

    SHNDo you think there is to be a moral justification for the promise to Philadelphia that we were considering yesterday, I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world (Revelation 3: 10), in having our interest and our life centred in our Head, in Christ, and so detached from the earth and the world that is coming under judgment? 

    SMcCI think there certainly is; there is to be that. There is that contemplated in Philadelphia that corresponds with Him who is the holy and the true, so that the justification of life, for instance, alluded to in Romans 5, lays the basis for that kind of thing, that is the justification of life involves what we are in the testimonial position, before the world and before men. 

    AHDo you think the peculiar moral worth of Christ is presented therefore in this chapter, in Romans 5, the free gift in grace, which is by the one man, Jesus Christ, ... the free gift of righteousness, reign in life by the one Jesus Christ, and then in the end of the chapter eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord? Is that to project Christ as the one Man on our vision, to attach our hearts to Him? 

    SMcCExactly, and the emphasis on divine gift alongside of that is very important, because there are a good many younger brethren here, and it is important that we should see in Romans 5, in the great rudiments of the gospel, how our souls are to be built up in the knowledge of divine giving, so that property is acquired; substance is acquired in the knowledge of God in Christ, in the knowledge of Christ and the Spirit, that becomes wealth in view of the construction and building of the sanctuary. 

    EJHIs it to be noted that the Lord, in the forty days of His resurrection, spoke of the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the next word is that He assembled with them forty days speaking of the kingdom? 

    SMcCSo that the Lord would impress upon them the great thought of the kingdom, not only in its subjugating feature, but in the positive wealth that lies in the realm, the things concerning the kingdom of God. In the world we get brochures illustrating the different countries and the attractive features that mark them, their resources and the like, to attract us to them. Romans 5 is like that, it is the great description of the wealth and attractiveness that is linked with the kingdom of God through divine gift, and that as by faith our souls acquire the gift, we are built up in the knowledge of divine giving in that sense. 

    EBSDoes this thought of Gods giving help towards detachment more than anything else? 

    SMcCIt does. What has the world to give as we contemplate what Romans 5 opens up in such richness and fulness in divine gift? The Spirit is referred to so early as shedding abroad in our hearts the love of God. All that is to give the believer a good start, as it were, just as we have in the operations of the mediatorial system early in Exodus. 

    FVWDo we see it in John 4, the Lord speaks there about the giving God and in the end the woman leaves her water-pot, she is emancipated? 

    SMcCYes, it works out in a detaching effect with her, so that she leaves things, she is so affected by the Lords proposal. 

    RHSWould you say something about the receiving of the abundance of grace in connection with this thought of the gift? 

    SMcCWe are to notice all these expressions, the free gift in grace, and the abundance of grace, and the free gift of righteousness. We are to notice the richness of these expressions, and the liberality and gratuity of divine giving that is suggested in them, so that the believer, as getting a sense of this, and as the truth of the glad tidings gets a place in his soul, becomes imbued with the liberality of divine giving, and thereby he is greatly affected in regard to God, as being brought to God in this way. 

    PHHIs our attachment to Christ somewhat illustrated in the early history of David as being chosen by God, and given by God, and then his exploits as with Goliath and gradually everybody centring in affection upon him? Is that somewhat illustrative of the headship of Christ in this portion of scripture? 

    SMcCI think it is, so that as we get indicated in David as a type of the believer, there was a remarkable sense of obligation accepted, and it seems to one, 

    that as the truth of the glad tidings is rightly taken on in faith, and is rightly affecting us, it works up to this great thought of the acceptance of obligation in the localities in which we are set. For instance David says, Was it not laid upon me, and we know the obligations he accepted in regard to the ark and the house of God, a type of the assembly. Romans 5, I think, is intended to affect us in this way, detaching us from the world with all its material values in which we can easily get enmeshed, our jobs, our work, our families and our businesses, overpowering us and crippling us in view of assembly obligations, assembly life. Romans 5 in the lavishness of divine giving that is projected on to our view, would help us, as faith enters into it, to take on and to accept obligations as the latter part of Exodus shows. 

    WHLDoes chapter 12: 1 enter into this, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, would that include what you are speaking of as this free giving in chapter 5? 

    SMcCThat is right, so that while the Holy Spirit is viewed in relation to our hearts in Romans 5 it works out to our bodies in Romans 12, so that our bodies are on the altar as a living sacrifice, a remarkable thing, I mean the way our bodies are referred to, the body of the believer in relation to what is spiritual. We might make a wide line of demarcation between our bodies, physical as they are, and what is spiritual, but Scripture closely allies the two. The body is on the altar, never the flesh, the body is on the altar a living sacrifice; and Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6, Do ye not know that your bodies are members of Christ? (verse 15), not our souls, not our spirits or our hearts, but our bodies, showing the close link there is between our bodies and what is spiritual. 

    SEWYou have referred twice to the question raised by Rebecca as to who is the man coming to meet us, would that be the outcome of what the servant had bestowed upon her in his giving and adornment previously? 

    SMcCThat comes into it. We have to be reminded, of course, of what is in advance of Romans 5. Romans 5 is dealing with the great principles of divine giving in the truth of the gospel, in view of the laying of a right foundation. Much comes in later through the Spirits service and activities, in the way of ornamentation and adorning, but Romans 5 to 8 is the under-shoring, under-pinning work, that is necessary in our souls in view of being right assembly men and women. 

    ECMDoes this lay the basis for priesthood? I was thinking of Exodus 19, where Jehovah says, Ye have seen what I have done to the Egyptians, and how I have borne you on eagles wings and brought you to myself (verse 4), and then He immediately speaks about and ye shall be to me a kingdom of priests (verse 6). Do the first nineteen chapters in that way link with Romans 5 from the divine side? 

    SMcCThey are all in view of our souls being built up in spiritual property and wealth that becomes serviceable in the sanctuary, serviceable in the construction of the sanctuary, and serviceable in the sanctuary as constructed. 

    EJBDoes the word constituted in verse 19 indicate that this line of things, this presentation of Christ, is to affect the saints in their very constitutions? 

    SMcCI thought so. The word constituted is a fine word here in Romans 5 in that sense, especially because of the way that the enemy is operating in the mystery of iniquity which is working. In schools and colleges, the rival head in principle is being advanced, and we are liable to be ensnared by it. All this is to build up our souls in the knowledge of divine giving, so that we are in the kingdom as independent of the world. 

    AJGWould you say that the presentation of the headship of Christ in this chapter, on moral lines, as the One Man, Jesus Christ, has in view the recovery of men for God here upon earth? 

    SMcCThat is it, exactly. 

    AJGThe one Man is exclusive of every other, is it not? 

    SMcCThat is it. That is why one referred to the woman in the synoptic gospels unnamed, and one Man stood out in her outlook; however many others there were around, and there were many in her day, one Man stood out, and not only did He stand out, but she anointed Him, she was committed to that great thought, that no other man, as it were, would exercise influence over her, but the one Man. 

    JWDWhat would you include in the thought of moral obligation in our localities? 

    SMcCWell, you take the matter of the covenant in Exodus. The spiritual significance of the first covenant involves that obligations are accepted, taken on, and that works out in the local position, so that we are not marked by lawlessness or independency as attached to Christ, in the light of what we are here, it immediately brings in to our minds the great feature of righteousness. 

    CWO'LMDoes the matter of obedience connected with the constituted righteous, establish the matter of obedience as a basic principle in the believers constitution? 

    SMcCI think so, so that the truth of the glad tidings is very important. 

    CMMCould this be linked with Moses making the boards of acacia wood standing up? 

    SMcCThat would be what it would have in mind. The believer, as set up in the sense of divine gift, according to the truth of the glad tidings, is marked by stability, independent of the world in the sense of the moral system that the world constitutes. We get, of course, the chapters that follow that bring in the experimental side, but chapter 5 is emphasising what is available from the divine side towards the believer. 

    PHHIs the idea in the preaching of the glad tidings, that God is ready to transfer us from the headship of Adam to the headship of Christ, the one Man? 

    SMcCExactly, so that Romans 6 brings that in experimentally into our souls. Romans 6 involves the change of man, and I think that while these expressions were largely used in the early days of the recovery, perhaps there needs to be a review with us as to the great elements and rudiments of the truth in regard to the gospel, so that there are right foundations laid. Mr. Raven said, when a man goes off in later years he always wondered what stone was loose in his foundation. I am sure we all need to be concerned, not only the younger ones but all of us, about our foundation, so that there is no stone loose. 

    PHHTherefore would you encourage us more to preach the Person, not excluding other things, but the Person must be the centre of everything in the preaching of the glad tidings? 

    SMcCBecause the presentation of the Person as exalted at Gods right hand, the great Administrator, would involve a complete detachment at the very beginning from what is around. 

    AHAnd has all this in mind, to use beloved Mr. Taylors expression, to put us in a substantial way amongst the ruling class? I was thinking of this reference to reign in life by the one, it is preceded by those who receive. 

    SMcCI think what you say as to the ruling class is good in that sense, because Romans 5 contains morally astronomical allusions. As the celestial bodies are held in their right orbit in relation to the sun, the father of the great solar system, the centre of the whole system, so the believer is held in his right and proper orbit in relation to Christ. The celestial bodies represent in figure, the ruling class, and believers, as brought into this wonderful attachment to Christ through the glad tidings, belong to the ruling class. They will be the ruling class in the world to come. 

    RGBDoes what you are saying make the question of the gospel that is preached in our rooms a very important matter, and also the circulation of gospel literature, as the Trustees have in mind, that you were referring to yesterday? Would all that help in the development of a right constitution? 

    SMcCI am sure it would because it is important that we carry with us all the time the spirit of the glad tidings, and that the truth of the glad tidings is constantly present in a detaching and delivering effect. 

    JTSIn Acts 2, Peter says, God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ (verse 36), that raises the question, does it not, What shall we do, brethren? and they accept detachment in the fullest way, and Peter goes on ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (verse 38)? Is this attachment to Christ that you are speaking of, effectual now by this? 

    SMcCI think so, and we want to see the importance of this attachment to Christ that Romans 5 has in mind, Christ as the divinely appointed Head, who has taken up all the liabilities of man, of the race, and discharged them to the glory of God, and as the One in whom everything is presented for men, and not only our attachment to Him, but there is also the thought of contact with Him. We did not read the verse, but For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in the power of his life (verse 10). That means that practical contact by the Spirit with Christ in the present place in which He is, involves our salvation. It is important that the younger brethren see that, because why do persons go out of fellowship? They might say, the brethren are to blame, the brethren withdrew from them. They might say, O well, they did not have a right attitude, and all that, but whatever may be said, the crux of the matter is that every person normally speaking, who gets out of fellowship, has lost contact with Christ. The contact has been interfered with and broken, and it has worked out in that which involves the position that out of fellowship means. 

    CHI was going to ask in relation to these catastrophes that occur amongst us, you have spoken of our being out of contact with Christ, does it not also point to a deficiency in the truth of deliverance? 

    SMcCI think it does, that is just what we are seeking to get at, that we all need to see the importance of our foundations, according to the truth of the glad tidings. It is a question not only of being detached from the world, but being detached from ourselves and the man of sin and shame linked with ourselves. If the detachment is complete then there will not be much difficulty, do you think? 

    CHIn our assembly life together, does the education go on as to the practical change of man? I was struck with the way the apostle refers to Jesus Christ constantly in the first letter to the Corinthians particularly. 

    SMcCThat is very important. It is not something we leave, as if we have faced it and we have finished with it, it is something we carry along all the time. So that as he says to the Corinthians, For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3: 11); it is that order of man. 

    RHSWould you say something as to the end of chapter 5, it says, to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, then the end of chapter 6, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (verse 23). 

    SMcCWell, I think that all helps to see that detachment is in mind. The brethren may think we are using this word detachment too much, but I am sure the more it is considered, the more we will see the importance of it, our complete detachment from the world and from the first man. Eternal life alludes to an order of things that is out of the world, morally and spiritually, and it is always presented in Pauls ministry as an objective to be reached, and the truth of the glad tidings puts us on the way to it. 

    HWDoes John the baptist, in the first chapter of Johns gospel, shine out in that connection? He says, Behold, the Lamb of God (verse 36), and two disciples are detached from John and attracted to Christ? 

    SMcCWell, you can see how completely John was detached from himself, and from Jerusalem with all its traditional and powerful influence that it had. How completely he was detached from it in the light of Christs glory, Christ having eclipsed in his mind and his soul, every other man, and a true minister, like John the baptist, for he is a model in Johns gospel, his ministry will always lead that way. If a ministry attracts itself to the minister in the sense of personality according to the flesh, results will be disastrous, for all true ministry must detach from man according to the flesh and link us with Christ. 

    HWThese two disciples are really brought into their orbit with regard to the centre of the divine system. 

    SMcCAnd that is a great matter with us that we should be in our orbit, our orbit in the kingdom, and our orbit in the assembly, in the local position, because whenever we get out of it we collide. When brethren get out of their orbit they collide, there is a collision because of getting out of their orbit, and what leads to it is independent outlook, independency of the brethren, it always leads to the collision involved in getting out of our orbit. 

    AEMWould you say that the orbit includes the matter of gift, too? 

    SMcCDo you mean gift in the ministry? 

    AEMYes. 

    SMcCIn the light of what has been said about the ruling class, the sun and the moon and the stars, it is all part of a system of influence, in relation to which we are to be rightly held, and gift is part of that. 

    AEMI was thinking of the Lords sovereignty in the matter of gift, sometimes it makes a collision. 

    SMcCJust so, and that would be a question as to whether we have been rightly subdued in our minds and wills through the truth of the glad tidings, do you not think, in our detachment from ourselves and our attachment to Christ. 

    AEMThe Lord may give a greater gift to another, we must recognise it as part of the service to us. 

    SMcCYes, and get the gain of it, and that would be very important in the local positions. While gift is not set in localities, yet the localities would get the gain of gift that may be resident there. 

    PHHIs that why Paul writes to the Corinthians, a local company, and in talking about the gifts says, God has set certain in the assembly, 1 Corinthians 12: 28? 

    SMcCThat is the passage I was thinking of in referring to the gift in the way one did. God has set them. It says in Genesis 1, Let there be light (verse 3), and then God made the two great lights, and then God set them in the expanse of the heavens (verse 17). He set them, just as it is said of the gifts, that they are set there. 

    PHHDoes that mean that every local assembly is to regulate itself by the whole thought of the assembly, even in regard of gift? 

    SMcCSo that it is remarkable that the setting of the gift is not alluded to until after the thought of the body of Christ is covered. After he has gone over all the features that he has in mind to enlarge on in relation to the body of Christ, he immediately refers to God setting certain in the assembly, showing that the two sides are interlocked. Sometimes it might be thought that gift would overshadow the body, but if gift is operating effectively it will never overshadow the thought of the body, and vice versa, if the body is operating effectively it will never shut out the operation of gift, they are interlocked and interdependent. 

    AEMEven Paul could take his place in the body with great satisfaction. 

    SMcCExactly. 

    RHSDoes the question of the orbit include the sisters as well as the brothers? 

    SMcCCertainly it does, because in Romans 5 the truth of the glad tidings includes all of us, young and old, brothers and sisters, and has in mind that we should be brought into our right orbit in attachment to Christ, delivered from the awful working of the mystery of iniquity. We may think of it in the world, but we are to see how near the enemy comes in the assembly to the upsetting of things amongst the brethren. 

    ACSPIn connection with the glad tidings, are the saints in their orbit in the local meeting an essential part of, and support for, the preaching of Christ personally? I was thinking of your reference to the unnamed woman and what it says in Matthew, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, that also which this woman has done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her, Matthew 26: 13. 

    SMcCSo what a background you have got in the brethren, in the saints for the promulgation of the glad tidings! When you think of the living appreciation of Christ that there is among the brethren, as in that woman, what a background to enhance the promulgation of the glad tidings. 

    ACSPIn that connection might I enquire as to what has been suggested recently in some parts that sisters ought not to go out in support of the open-air preaching? What would you say about that, please? 

    SMcCSisters ought not to go out? 

    ACSPYes, that is what has been said. 

    SMcCWhat scripture would they support that from? 

    ACSPI do not know, I just wanted you to say something about it. 

    SMcCWell, I could not give you a scripture that would support that. I could give you a scripture that would support the sisters going out into the open-air. 

    ACSPIf you did so it would help. 

    SMcCJohn 4, the woman of Samaria. She would not be absent if she could possibly be there, Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done (verse 29). Her soul was full of the glad tidings as it had affected her, and I do not think the woman in Acts 16, Lydia and the others, would be absent from the promulgation of the glad tidings in the public position if they could be there. There may be many reasons, of course, why sisters cannot be there, but when persons say sisters should not be there I think that is not according to the truth. 

    AJGIt is interesting that in Philippians 4 Paul says, I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them (and that is feminine) who have contended along with me in the glad tidings (verse 3). 

    SMcCVery good, that is an excellent passage, and allied with that Psalm 68, great the host of the publishers (verse 11), the word is feminine, is it not? 

    JTSWould the word in Luke 8 also confirm what you were saying, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve were with him, and certain women (verse 1)? 

    SMcCVery good. Now we must come to Colossians. Romans brings up the moral side in relation to the sin question and bears upon the public position, justification of life and we also get reigning in life, which means that the believer, through the truth of the glad tidings, is above his circumstances, he is not under them. Justification of life means that there is complete testimony before men in his life as to his detachment, through the gospel, from man and the world around him; but Colossians is more the hidden side. Ephesians is the heavenly side. Colossians does not take us to heaven. Colossians is the hidden side in this world; Christ among the Gentiles, the hope of glory, involves the side of mystery, and Christs headship is advanced on our view in such a remarkable way, because of who He is personally, so that the dual thoughts in relation to His personal greatness are to be noted, in relation to His deity and His humanity. 

    WMcKIs this an appropriate point to ask you to say a little more about Rebecca covering herself? Is this in the presence of the Man whose glory shines in the epistle to the Colossians? 

    SMcCI think it links on immediately with what we are coming to now, like Rahab too, who secreted the men under the flax. With Rebecca it is more the refined side that is in mind, she covered herself, that is she realises the side we are speaking about, the secret hidden side in relation to which the assembly stands in connection with Christ, involving the mystery. 

    PHHIn using the word hidden are you stressing that which the assembly would enshrine, and that which would be enjoyed in assembly life and assembly service? I was just hoping you might say a little more, please, about how the word hidden would apply in the assembly as we know it. 

    SMcCThe world cannot follow there, they can follow up to a point. The world can go up to a certain point as in the burial of Jacob, you remember, there were those who went out of Egypt, the great throng and crowd, but they could only go as far as a certain point. From that point onward Joseph and those with him go, so that the world can only go to a certain point. They can see what is material and what is physical, but the hidden side involves what is spiritual, and involves the secret of the organism in the bodys attachment to Christ, quickened in the life of the Head as the body is, a sensitive organism in which things operate with such delicacy. 

    GHSPDo we get both these thoughts at the end of the first preaching in the second of Acts? Peter first of all lays great stress on baptism and saving themselves from this untoward generation, is that like Romans 5, and then the Spirits comment on the hidden life which is brought to light in the persevering in the apostles doctrine, breaking of bread, and so on? 

    SMcCVery interesting, so that while the truth of the body was not unfolded in the early chapters of the Acts, the vital features of it were there in the working of the organism by the Spirits coming in as He did, and the link they had with Christ through that. 

    PHHI suppose the thought of what is hidden operates in the Supper itself, is that right? Because to follow what you have been saying, there is the public side of persons sitting down to take the Lords supper, but then there is the hidden side, in which the Lord comes in and is known to us. Does the Colossian side, so to speak, start there? 

    SMcCExactly, making way for His headship, the Supper would bring us together in a public way in love for one another. You cannot have the headship of Christ functioning rightly unless our relations with one another are right. The headship of Christ does not work arbitrarily, it works through the affections, and unless we are together rightly in affection we do not get the gain of the headship of Christ. 

    HWIn our apprehension of the truth, does the truth of the body come first, or the truth of the head? 

    SMcCThe truth of the body involving our relations with one another, makes way for the head to come in in a functioning way, because the head comes in to function in relation to the body. There is the apprehension, of course, of the Head in His unique glory which comes first in Colossians. 

    HWUnless we are set together, as it says here, in love, there is not much likelihood of our apprehending or enjoying the headship of Christ. 

    SMcCI do not think there is, so that the way we view one another in our localities becomes a very practical matter, and the love we have for one another, whether there is a certain moral distance between us, or whether the Supper, as we sit down to partake of it, has affected the active state of love that is intended to be amongst us. 

    HWSo that at the beginning of this matter in Romans, the apostle reminds us that we are members one of another, and that is essential before we can come into the gain of the working of the Head, would you say? 

    SMcCI think so. Romans does not develop the truth of the body, it just alludes to it in chapter 12 in such a way that we should be saved from isolation and independency. So many are deflected by independency and isolation in their outlook, and it is important that we should see the value of our links with one another in view of being preserved from that. 

    WHLDoes the presence of the Spirit enter into that, His being free among the brethren? 

    SMcCIt does, very much, because the Spirit is the binding power between the brethren. That is, He is the hidden bar, in the type, running through the boards of the tabernacle. 

    WMBIs that seen in the one reference to the Spirit in this epistle, your love in the Spirit (chapter 1: 8) preceding all this? 

    SMcCVery good. It is remarkable that not much is said about the Spirit in Colossians, although He underlies the whole matter, but the rare reference to love in the Spirit I think, is very apropos, coming in as it does, and where it does. In Ephesians you have constant reference to the Spirit, but Colossians is to make Christ prominent, and the life of Christ in the saints prominent. 

    EJHIs the Spirit saying, That is my master! in Colossians? 

    SMcCExactly. In Romans 8 the Spirit is life as it says, but not in Colossians, the Spirit is not life in Colossians. 

    PHHWill you please say some more about Christ being our life, the life of the body in Colossians. 

    SMcCI think the whole point in Colossians is to make much of Christ in that way, so that even in regard to the new man, Christ is everything and in all, He is everything as object, and in all as a characterising state. Christ is written over this whole epistle, so that we are to walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him, and thus we are delivered from the influence of man, and the mind of man entrenching in the holy realm of divine things. 

    AWPSo it is Christ in you, not as Ephesians, the saints in Christ. Would that be essential, bringing in the body as being most essential in order that the flow from the Head might have the body in view? 

    SMcCChrist in you emphasises the hidden position that we have been referring to, the secret position. It is like Joseph in Egypt; that is, he was apart from his brethren, and Christ is viewed apart from Judaism here. Judaism adds nothing to Christianity in this sense, it is what there is in a secret hidden way, apart from what is around us, so rich and so full. 

    AJGAnd so does that flow out from Christ being held in the affections of the assembly? 

    SMcCThat is how I understand it. 

    AJGSo that you have dead with Christ, buried with Christ, risen with Christ, manifested with Christ, it is a question of being with Christ all through, is it not? 

    SMcCExactly. 

    ALOGoing back for a minute, could you indicate how those who are sitting behind can be attracted from what is public to what is hidden? 

    SMcCWhat is hidden, of course, works out in effect testimonially, that is, there is something there that affects those who are concerned, like Rahab was affected. She was on the outside, looking on, and there was something there in Israel that affected her, and affected the work of God sovereignly in her, so that she desired to be linked with it. 

    AHYou referred yesterday to the great matter of Christ singing in the midst of the assembly, that would be the hidden side of things, would it not? But is it not calculated to powerfully affect the saints so that there is an outburst of praise from them, and does not that become public? 

    SMcCThat is, the power of it is felt testimonially. The assembly is affected by Christs Headship in the service of God, receiving all direction and impulse from Christ. The world does not understand that, but the power of it is felt testimonially. 

    ECMYou referred yesterday very much to the thought of the root and the offspring of David, do you think we might link that with the passage here as to the Person of Christ, His deity being asserted as also His manhood? 

    SMcCThat is what I was referring to in the dual thoughts that come into this letter to the Colossians. These first and second chapters are full of dual thoughts, for instance, verses 15 and 16 give Christs pre-eminence in relation to the whole creation, firstborn of all creation, and verse 18 brings in His pre-eminence in relation to the assembly. That is, you have got what is general in the whole creation. He is firstborn of all creation; involving the great sphere of divine majesty and glory, but then you get what is special, he is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead (verse 18), involving that He has gone through the article of death, and He has gained the victory over death in His humanity. He is risen from among the dead, and His pre-eminence is seen in the special position over against the general position, but both features of His glory are calculated to affect us very much. 

    SEWWould all this help us in relation to what you said as to Joseph being hidden? Was not Benjamin hidden, and was it not when Benjamin was seen with the brethren that the heart of Joseph was moved in relation to his brethren, and would the brethren be affected by that? 

    SMcCSo that you have what is general with Joseph, and you have what is special. You have got the great realm in which Joseph is administering, involving, as we might say, the whole creation of God in figure, and where God, in an abstruse way suggested in Pharaoh, is to be Supreme. But then you have what is special; you have Josephs brethren upon whom he focuses his attention, and they coming into the gain of such intimate contact with him, and his embrace of them. So you get it working out in Paul; he speaks of the glad tidings, he speaks of it in relation to the whole creation, but then he channels our thoughts into what is special, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly, showing how we are to have these great thoughts in relation to Christs glory before our souls. 

  
    DISTINCTIVENESS AND FINALITY IN PAULS MINISTRY (4) (SMC 9)

    Colossians 1:12-29; Colossians 2:1-10; Colossians 2:16-19; Colossians 3:1-4

    SMcCIt is in mind this afternoon to consider the distinctive way in which the headship of Christ is presented in this epistle. The passages that we have read are very rich and full and it will be obvious that we cannot dwell on all the details of them. I believe, as it has often been said, the Spirit of God amongst us would leave an impression upon us through these passages as to that is my master, as the servant of old said to Rebecca. You will notice there is not only the side of what is distinctive in connection with Christ as Head, but the thought of what is final and complete in regard to the saints entering into this epistle. Paul completes the word of God, not as a matter of time exactly, nor a matter of the number of books in the sense that he wrote the last one to complete the number. It is not that at all; it is a question of the circle of the truth, the assembly being the mystery involving the completion of it, Christ and the assembly as we should say. Then there is the great object that Paul had in his service that he might present every man perfect in Christ. What an objective he had in his service! The expression every man would indicate that every person would be in mind in his outlook abstractly. Concretely of course it works out in the saints who form the assembly. We get the thought of completeness too in regard to the saints and Christ, for we are complete in Him, this letter being to help us to see the value of the Head, and the importance of holding the Head, as deriving all supply and wisdom and direction from the Head. It is very easy, perhaps, to get away from the Head in our affections and thoughts, and maybe to hold the truth just as the truth without sufficiently abiding in the Head, abiding in Christ in that way, as the great Source of supply for the saints. They are complete in Him in that relation. This morning we were dwelling on the body in the foundational epistles, and we alluded to it of course in Ephesians, but in Romans and Corinthians reference is made to the body to affect our corporate relations so that unity might prevail. There can be no gain of Christs headship unless in our corporate relations we are united; the headship of Christ is available, and the gain of it is to be received, where the saints are united, and where affection is present and operating. 

    AEMCan I take you back? You said this morning (if I understand you rightly) that we arrive at the collective idea of God. Can you explain that? 

    SMcCIt is using a form of speech that we have to use, being finite and being creatures that we are. In using it we have in mind the Father and the Son and the Spirit, as together, as expressing to us the great thought of God. Deity is presented in the Father in the economy, as we know, in 1 Corinthians 8, and in the Name in Matthew 28, Deity is presented to us in the three Persons. Their place in Deity is in mind, although economical names are used. It was the Name of Matthew 28 that was in mind. 

    AEMBut does not the term collective idea of God convey to us that there are three Gods? 

    SMcCIt does not to me. It is not a question of three Gods; it is the Persons collectively, together, as God. It is no thought of Tritheism, and no thought either of Sabellianism; it is the opposite to that. 

    AEMWe have to preserve the idea that God is One. 

    SMcCI might say that I was only using an expression which J.T. used himself in referring to God in that part of the meeting, where the three Persons are particularly before us. The word collective was used over against what is singular, that is, to speak of each Person singly as God is not in keeping with the truth at that moment, and the light that governs the position at that time; we speak of the Persons collectively as God at that moment. 

    AEMYes. You have the whole Trinity before you. 

    SMcCExactly. 

    GRCMight I refer to the Name of Matthew 28. Is it right to say that that Name on the one hand presents the truth of the economy in the graded positions taken, and on the other hand, the equality of the Persons in the unity of Deity? 

    SMcCIf we can use the expression unity. I am sure you know what we mean, for it is a question whether the word unity is strong enough when it comes to that. 

    GRCWe could use oneness. Unity is the Latin word, and oneness the Anglo-Saxon. We have come to give more force to oneness, so it may be best to keep to that. 

    SMcCYes, I think what you say is right, because the bearing of the Name is economical in Matthew. That is, it bears on the economy and operations in it. It is the Father, the Son and the Spirit, and as we have been taught, you could not reverse the order and put the Spirit, the Son and the Father. It is put in the order in which it appears in the economy, but yet it is one Name. It emphasises in our minds and in our hearts, in regard to the Persons abstractly, Their co-equality, in the oneness of Deity. 

    GRCDo you think we might sometimes misunderstand what is in one anothers minds in our words, in this sense that in thinking of the co-equality of the Persons, in the oneness of Godhead, we are really thinking of something which in itself is outside the economy? We are not, of course, ignoring the fact that our knowledge of that God is through the economy, but the Persons in the equality, in the oneness of Deity existed ever, whereas the economy began to be. 

    SMcCThey ever existed in eternal oneness, and yet according to John 1: 1, in Their co-equality as Persons, for the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The distinctness of personality is maintained. 

    ABPDoes the expression in Matthew 1: 23 they shall call his name Emmanuel, which is, being interpreted, God with us, convey more than that that Person is God? It implies that God is with us. Equally so in 1 Corinthians 14: 25, God is indeed amongst you, would possibly relate to the Spirit, but as we think of these divine Persona, the oneness of God is in our thoughts. 

    SMcCJust so. It is always important to remember that whatever place two of the Holy Persons take in the economy, it never alters the Deity. The Deity remains the same, and when Deity is presented in the One, it does not alter the Deity in that sense; it is still there in its fulness, as it says, to us there is one God, the Father (1 Corinthians 8: 6), but it is fixed, to use creature language which we are bound to use having no other means of expressing ourselves, in the economy on that Person. 

    EEPThis morning we had the same Spirit, the same Lord and the same God who operates all things in all. Does that refer to co-equality? 

    SMcCI hardly think it refers to co-equality there; it refers to the administrative relations in the economy. 

    SGIs it of interest that in Revelation 21 we have the expression God Himself, in Ephesians 3 we have to him be glory, and in 1 Corinthians 15 that God may be all in all? It is the singular all the way through. 

    ANWAnd the word in Timothy, God is one. 

    SMcCWe are reminded in all that of the personal God that we have to do with, that is God Himself. I think it is important to keep in mind in talking over these holy matters, that we are but creatures, with very limited knowledge, and we should not attempt to compass the infinite, because we cannot do it. If we have any latitude at all, as J.T. said from this very place in 1949, in speaking of these things, it is only in the Spirit. Therefore the need of being girt, so that we do not get beyond our depth. I am afraid of getting beyond our depth. 

    AJGJ.N.D. spoke once of the importance of thinking in Scripture, and of having our thoughts formed by the way the truth is presented in Scripture. 

    SMcCWe have to see therefore the danger of the human mind in applying metaphysics to the Deity. That is, trying to arrive at the conception of God by the analysis through science of being. We cannot do that. We have just got to leave what is infinite, and speak as Scripture speaks. If God is revealed in three Persons, and we speak of Them collectively, we do not have in mind collectively three Gods. We have in mind these three Persons collectively, as in contrast to each of Them singly, as God, and the expression God himself bears on that. It is God Himself, but as J.N.D. points out, in Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

    LESSo that whilst we may distinguish the Persons, we can never separate Them. Do we not need constantly, subconsciously in the Spirits power in our souls, to maintain the thought of mystery attaching to Each, and to the full thought of Deity? 

    SMcCWe must, because it is only in revelation that the Persons are distinguished for us. When it comes to abstract Deity you are confronted with what is inscrutable; but Scripture says the Word was with God. That is what Scripture says, but to explain it or define it is entirely beyond us. We cannot say much about it. 

    JSEIs that why both in Lukes gospel, where the title God is used more than in any other gospel narrative, and in the epistle to the Ephesians, where God is so much to the front, even to the extent of all the fulness of God, so much place is given to the Spirit? 

    SMcCI am sure it is important to see that, and especially the remarkable way in which the whole position is guarded in the opening of Luke. The whole environment is sterilized by the divine presence and power, lest there should be any encroachment of defilement. 

    PHHWhat is the bearing of the term fulness in chapter 1, and later in chapter 2 of Colossians in connection with what you are saying? In chapter 1, it is the fulness of the Godhead, and J.N.D. explains about the bracketed piece. Later on he refers to the Fulness as it (chapter 1: 21), and again in verse 22 irreproachable before it. Then in chapter 2: 9 we have in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. One might be permitted perhaps to refer to one of our hymns which occupies us with the Fulness, Fulness as a complete thought. Would you mind saying a little about that? 

    SMcCIt is remarkable how it is almost used as a title here. In fact the Fulness is referred to by itself by it, as it says, For in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to itself. It is a remarkable reference. The Fulness has to do with the outshining; that is, what has come on to our view, and within our range, in Jesus. That was so wonderful and so blessed, yet it is always good to remember, in regard to Fulness, that whatever may be the outshining, it is not greater than what it is the outshining of. 

    PHHDo you mean that the greatness of God Himself, the Godhead, lies behind that, and that must be the greatest thing of all? 

    SMcCI mean God in His essence lies behind that, but in His essence He is unknowable. That is, the essence of God in that sense is not disclosed, but it lies behind all these wondrous matters. 

    JSEIs it somewhat bearing on this matter of depth that we had last night, that we should reflect on the peace of the Fulness having been disturbed, but now peace has been made for Itself through the blood of the cross of Christ? Is it something for our hearts to contemplate? 

    SMcCIt is, very much. We should see the remarkable way in which the Fulness comes into this matter of reconciliation, both in regard to things and in regard to the members of the body, the members of the assembly. It should be very affecting to us that it should be presented on this exalted level. One thing that it helps to see in this section, is the dual glories of the Person of Christ, the dual glories of His work, the dual glories of Pauls ministry and service, the dual glories linked with Christ as Man, the fulness of the Godhead in Him towards us, and the saints as towards God complete in Him. Then we see the Fulness connected, in the dual character of the saints experiences, buried with him in baptism, in which ye have also been raised. In all that it is very interesting to see this thread linked with the glories of Christ in this epistle. 

    MHTWith regard to the distinctive activities of the Father mentioned in the two verses where we began, would you mind saying if you regard those activities as involving the service of Christ, and the service of the Spirit, or something separate from them? 

    SMcCAll operations in the present dispensation are by the Spirit. The Spirit is the great medium of operations in regard to the saints, and what affects them subjectively, whether it be the Father we view operating or Christ operating, the Spirit is always the great power by which the operations are carried out. But the Father is referred to here in a peculiar way, as it says, giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light. It is not sharing our place in heaven exactly, but sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. This reference to the kingdom of the Son of his love is so distinctive; we do not have it elsewhere in the Scriptures. We do have the expression the Son of the Father, in truth and love in Johns second epistle, but the kingdom of the Son of his love is a very fine and rare reference. 

    AWWhy is the Spirit only mentioned in verse 8? 

    SMcCI think it is important to see that the Spirit is not prominent in Colossians. He is behind the scenes as it were, and what comes on to view is His work, and the graces that have sprung from His presence and service among the saints, because the great thing in mind in Colossians is Christ. 

    JSEWould it fit into John 16: 14, He shall glorify me? 

    SMcCExactly. That verse could be written all over this letter, and it all has in mind that we should get the gain of the headship of Christ. 

    VCLWould it be right to ask if the in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins really refers to our appropriating that in the power of the Spirit to give us capacity to understand and be influenced by headship? 

    SMcCIt is essential that we should have the forgiveness. Romans deals with how sins have been met, and how forgiveness and justification have come in, and how deliverance from the world comes in. Then we have what the Spirit is to us in Romans 8, but now when we come to Colossians it is as if the Spirit is transferring us over to Christ, not that the Spirit ever leaves us, but it is like the servant in the type in Genesis 24, reaching Isaac, I mean in that manner of speech that we use, and leaving us under His hand. 

    WSSWould the kingdom of the Son of his love be used to occupy us with the Fathers love for the Son, and the verses which follow, open that out to us in detail, the Fathers delight in all that the Son is? 

    SMcCI think it is especially to impress us with the fact that we are not in an arbitrary realm. We have been translated out of an arbitrary realm, the authority of darkness, but the realm that we have been brought into is a realm of the kingdom of the Son of His love, and that is to prepare us for headship, because we cannot get the gain of headship apart from an active state of affection. We may think that we get the gain of the headship of Christ arbitrarily, but we do not. The headship of Christ works through the affections. 

    WSSIf we were captivated by the Fathers love for the Son, we would not have difficulty about headship, I should think. 

    SMcCWe would be attracted to the Person who is Head, which this epistle has in mind. 

    APCLWould verse 14 relieve the tension you spoke of this morning and bring in restfulness in relation to the unfolding of the glory that follows? 

    SMcCThat is good, and bears on what we were saying as to forgiveness. It sets us free and at ease, that matters will not come up, we might say, in this realm. 

    JSEIn the fundamental treatise much is said of redemption, and the vicarious work of Christ. But it is presented largely objectively, is it not? Does not this brief expression in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins presuppose that the brethren are already in joy, and the gain of redemption, and the present experience of it in forgiveness, so that the Spirit can proceed further into what you have referred to, I think, as higher levels? 

    SMcCI think that is the point. The mention of forgiveness of sins here is not so much to draw attention to our enjoyment of it, as to throw into relief the glory of the Person in whom it is. It says, in whom we have redemption, it is not exactly to make the subject redemption, or forgiveness of sins, but the subject is the greatness of the Person in whom we have these things. 

    GRCWould you open up what you had in mind as to the dual glory of Christ? 

    SMcCIf we all followed things carefully, and I am sure you know what one refers to, we shall see for instance, verse 16, because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him. And he is before all, and all things subsist together by him. There is one side of His glories, and then it goes on to another, He is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things. That is, we have His glories in the great domain of creation, and then His glory in the great domain and empire of death, the One who has come out of it, firstborn from among the dead. What a dual aspect we have there as to His glory! The reconciliation is applied to all things, but then, it is immediately applied to ourselves. The reconciliation of all things is anticipative, but it is applied to ourselves in verse 21, And you, who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled in the body of his flesh through death. What would you say yourself about it? 

    GRCI think it is very helpful to point out the two sides, and do they not bear on what was before us this morning? Verses 15 and 16 are His Godhead glories, in the sense that He is the image of the invisible God, He thus expresses God to us, but verses 17 and 18 are what He is as Man before God. Of course as image He is in manhood, but expressing God to us. 

    SMcCI was thinking of that very thing, how this passage would help us as to what we were referring to this morning, because the Person is the same in essence. He never changes, whether in Deity or in manhood; in essence He is always the same. It is good always to keep in mind that while things may change before our eyes. He may take a bondmans form, yet even in bondman form His essence remains unchanged. 

    GRCAnd is it not striking that while, as F.E.R. says, we can scarcely think of both sides at the same time, yet Scripture nearly always puts them close together? 

    SMcCIt is very remarkable. In John 1 and Colossians 1 and even in Hebrews 1, while it is His deity that is alluded to, there are some expressions there that could not be apart from His humanity. Is not that so? 

    GRCThe exact quotation from F.E.R. is As the Word became flesh, He dwelt among men, and revealed God. But He Himself filled and still fills the place as Man toward God, and the two thoughts are wholly distinct conceptions which cannot be grasped at one and the same time, by any finite mind. That is rather different from just the bald statement that we cannot think of Him as God and Man at the same time. It is these two sides, is it not, that we have in this chapter? He is the image of the invisible God on the one hand, so that all that we know of God is in Him, towards us; and on the other hand, all perfection in manhood is in Him towards God. Is that so? 

    SMcCYes. Colossians 2 really involves that for the saints are brought into it. Other passages can be quoted to show that there is not only the perfect expression of God towards man in Him, but there is a perfect expression of man in Him towards God. It is the same Person, not another. The same Jesus, as we would say. 

    AJGAre not those two sides in verse 15? 

    SMcCThey are: who is image of the invisible God must involve His deity, because who but a divine Person in manhood could be referred to as the image of God? Then firstborn of all creation is a distinct allusion to His humanity, but it also carries with it a touch as to His deity, because none other than a divine Person could be the firstborn of all creation. 

    AJGAs having come into relation with the creation, it is to hold it in relation to God. 

    SMcCThat is it. 

    APCLThere are two references to by him, one in verse 16 and the other in verse 20, the first one relating to the power of His Person, in whose intrinsic power, as the note says, the creation was made, and the other instrument. It is important to see that the second by does not involve in any sense inferiority as to position. 

    APCLI was hardly meaning that, but that for the moment He became in Himself the instrumental power by which the Fulness was acting, but as to His own Person it must be there. 

    SMcCWe need to guard that when we view Him in bondmans form, and certain relations in which He is as Man towards God, inferiority as to position is there, but in the instrumental by, where the mediatorial principle is referred to in regard to creation, we could not admit of any suggestion of inferiority, because mediatorial activity does not always imply inferiority in the Persons employed. 

    APCLWhich by are you referring to in that? 

    SMcCThere are three bys as you know. First it says in verse 16, Because by him were created all things, that is, as the note says, it is the Greek preposition En, and is literally in him, in the power of whose person. He was the one whose intrinsic power characterised the creation. It exists as His creature! Then, down further it says in the end of verse 16, all things have been created by him, that is the preposition Dia in Greek, involving the instrumental power, which brings in the mediatorial principle. The mediatorial principle was active in creation, but there is not any suggestion of inferiority of position in the Persons. 

    APCLWhat about verse 20, which brings in reconciliation by the blood of His cross? 

    SMcCAnd by him to reconcile all things to itself brings us down to what He was in manhood. The preposition at the end of verse 16, while it is speaking of a Person whom we know in manhood, is alluding to Him in the pre-existing condition before He came into manhood, as the One by whom all was created, because the mediatorial principle entered into the creation, did it not? 

    APCLYes, that is how I understand the truth. The second by I was referring to was really verse 20, where it is a question of the blood of His cross. 

    SMcCOh, I misunderstood you. I thought you were referring to the second by in verse 16. 

    APCLNo, I was taking those as both together to involve His deity really, the glory of His Person; and the second one that I referred to was in verse 20, involving His manhood and His work. 

    SMcCJust so. I think it is important now that it has come up, that we should keep in mind that mediatorial activity does not always involve inferiority in position in the operations. Creation is a standing testimony to that. 

    PHHWould Hebrews 1 confirm that, where it says the Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds? There could not be in that expression of things mediatorially any inferiority of Person. 

    SMcCNo, there could not. 

    JSEThe whole bearing of that chapter is emphatic of equality, is it not? 

    SMcCYes, it is. So that we are reminded of the greatness of divine operations in that way, and the necessity of having the help of the Spirit. We need to be lifted out of mere human thoughts as to these matters and especially to be governed by the Scriptures. 

    ABPIs this not confirmed by the reference in John 1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God ... . All things received being through him, and without him not one thing received being which has received being? 

    SMcCJust so. 

    AJGMight we now get on to the thought of the headship of Christ, and what it has in view in this epistle, and how we come practically into the gain of it? 

    SMcCI think it is important that we should see how the saints are to get the gain of the headship of Christ, so that we should be saved from Laodiceanism. It is clearly in view in this epistle that Paul had a holy concern about Laodicean conditions, where the danger was of being deprived of the fulness that was in the Head. This epistle is critical in that sense, for it is a question of whether the saints are going to be deprived of getting the fulness that is in the Head. 

    GRDIn that connection, do the dual glories that you have been speaking of, that is, in verses 16 and 17, and then later as to the body, bear upon the headship of Christ towards the saints, the body? 

    SMcCThey do, because we are reminded of the greatness of the Person who is Head. It is in His humanity, in the exalted position in which He is, that He is Head of the assembly. But we are reminded in all these statements in Colossians as to the greatness of the Person, so that our affections are drawn out to Him, we become attracted to Him. 

    AJGAnd every other object that might influence us is eclipsed and displaced? 

    SMcCI think that is the point in the epistle. It has often been referred to as a critical epistle; it is not a matter of the low moral state of things, as we have it in Corinth, where J.N.D. refers in connection with 2 Corinthians 12 how the highest elevation is contrasted with the lowest depths of carnal degradation. But Colossians is not dealing with the lowest depths of carnal degradation; it is dealing with the fine man, the polished man, the wise man, the man that we have got to be afraid of, especially the speech side coming in, which would deprive us of all the fulness of the resource that is in the Head, and from which the body derives its sustenance and its life. 

    JMcKWould you say why, in chapter 2, it refers to the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Christ bodily? That is in His present position, I presume, whereas in chapter 1 it was pleased to dwell there. What is the thought of it dwelling there bodily? It is following that that it says and ye are complete in him. 

    SMcCDo you not think that the saints are particularly in mind in chapter 2, whereas it is not a question of us being in mind in chapter 1? It is the Lord Jesus as He came into humanity here, especially would He come on to view at the Jordan, where the Spirit comes upon Him, and the voice is heard from heaven, and He is standing there upon earth. In chapter 1 we get the great thought of the Fulness coming concretely on to view without any reference to what it is bearing upon, but chapter 2 is to bear upon the saints. 

    JMcKAnd the Fulness coming to extend to the saints? The idea of being complete in him, would it not involve that that fulness, in Him bodily, is to be drawn upon? 

    SMcCJust so. It is important to keep in mind the greatness of the Person in chapter 2, for as J.T. once said, the expression For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily does not necessarily mean what is mediatorial. It is a reference to the greatness of the Person of Christ, that Deity is there in that Person and it is towards us, and then, on the return side, we are toward the Godhead, as complete in Him. 

    PLThe Spirit of God turning right round, if we may use the expression reverently? Is that not so? Ye are complete in him. 

    SMcCIt is very striking that while the word is filled full in the original, referring to all fulness being in Him, it does not say, for in Him dwells all the completeness of the Godhead bodily, but for in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete in him. We are filled full, in relation to that fulness, as in Him. 

    WCIs that what is referred to in being deprived of your prize? It suggests the thing of the greatest possible value, See that no one deprive you of your prize. Is that a suggestion of a race, and that we might be turned aside? Is it the thought of the value of headship and that we should reach out after it? 

    SMcCThe prize suggests the great value that is linked with this thought of Christ in this epistle. The persuasiveness of speech and the vagaries of the human mind, especially as they were then prominent in the Gnostic system of philosophy and teaching, would all tend to draw us away from Christ, the Head, and we should thus lose the gain and the value of what is in Him in a special way. The assembly has no source of sustenance or supply outside of Him in this relation. 

    PHHDid you have something in mind about verse 9? You said it does not say in Him dwells all the completeness. Had you something in mind as to the difference between completeness and fulness? 

    SMcCIt seems to me that there is a shade of difference, although there is a strong link between the two expressions. The Fulness dwelling in Him is what is in mind with a certain purpose. It is God shining out, the expression bodily representing what is necessary for finite range, and finite appropriation. 

    ANWWhich is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all in Ephesians; is that further? 

    SMcCThat would be a reference to Christ as Man, the assembly being the fulness of Him as Man. The assembly is not said to be the fulness of God. She is the fulness of the Man, who in the exalted position as to His Person, we may regard as God. He fills all in all. That could only be said of One who is divine; but she is the fulness of the Man; she is not the fulness of Deity. 

    ABPSo that we have in Ephesians 4 that he might fill all things - He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things, Ephesians 4: 10. Does that not link on with chapter 1? 

    SMcCIt does, for it is a characteristic thought. It is interesting to see that of Christ, here, in Colossians it says, Christ is everything, and in all, and in Ephesians it says of Him that He fills all in all. But of God in Corinthians it says that He may be all in all. It is not filling all, but God will be all - that word all is a very great word. It is not an ordinary word; it is a supreme Word, that God may be all in all. The in all would involve ourselves as well as the universe. 

    LESDoes not the scripture you referred to help us to understand spiritually what is in mind? The idea of the Fulness here is, as it says in the note Godhead here is Theotes - Godhead in the absolute sense - not Theiotes, merely divine in character. Do you not think we need to distinguish between the two? 

    SMcCQuite so. It is not what we have in Romans 1, which comes after the verse that we read, his eternal power and divinity. This word is a very full word here, and therefore it bears on what we have in Colossians. We are dealing with what is substantial, whether from Gods side towards us or our side towards God. 

    WRMWhat is the difference between this thought of the Fulness in Him bodily, towards us, and the image of the invisible God in chapter 1? 

    SMcCThe image involves representation; the Fulness is not representation. We have the representation of God in Him, but the Fulness involves more than that. It is more than representation, because Christ has part in Deity Himself, and in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. It is not exactly (you fear to use words, because of human lack) that He was a channel for the Fulness, that is not the force of Colossians 2. It is One who as to His Person was divine and had part in the Deity. The Deity is in Him, not just as a channel, but it is there, 

    in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; and ye are complete in him. 

    LESAccording to the foot-note the word Godhead involves Godhead in the absolute sense. 

    SMcCYes. It does not mean that we apprehend all that is involved in what comes out, but there is what comes within our range. For instance, it says in Hebrews 1 that He is the effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance. Christ was that, but that does not mean that we can compass the substance, or enter into or understand that. But the Fulness bodily has in mind what has come within our range and what we can understand. 

    GRCDoes the fulness of the Godhead involve really the three Persons? 

    SMcCIt does, as to what is in mind. So that if Christ did anything, it was the Father who did it, and He did it in the power of the Spirit. The Fulness was there. 

    GRCI wondered in that way whether the reconciliation by the Fulness would involve what was before us in the address last night - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit were all involved in that. 

    SMcCI thought it was very affecting, how They all enter into the matter of redemption, and how, in a certain sense, each of the Persons came before us in Their feelings. It is not that you can attach too much in connection with sufferings, but what must it have been to the Father, as we heard, and what must it have been to the Spirit, that that spotless blessed One - Object of divine delight - should be forsaken as He was and should be in death. 

    TJGI notice in regard of the Fulness in both references in chapters 1 and 2, the scripture says all the fulness. Is there any significance in that it does not just say in Him dwells the fulness, but all the fulness in both instances? 

    SMcCI think it is another Colossian touch, to impress us with the fact that we do not need to go outside of Christ for anything. It is all there in Him. 

    JSEDoes that just give the answer to the enquiry about Ephesians 1? The assembly is not said to be all the fulness of Christ, but she is just said to be His fulness. So that there is a shade of difference in the force of the word, is there not? 

    SMcCThere is. 

    AJGCould We have a word as to holding fast the head? Evidently it contemplates that the desire on the part of the saints to hold Christ as Head will be attacked, and we have got to hold it fast. 

    SMcCI think it is very important to see this. The first reference, in verse 17, the body is of Christ, is not an abstract reference; it is a concrete reference to the saints as formed out of Christ, in the sense that what is in Christ is in the saints. That is a concrete matter involving spiritual formation, and it enters into the matter of our holding of the Head. It is important that we should not be enticed, or drawn away, by man from the fulness that is resident in the Head. As Lord He subdues our wills, but as Head, He is the Source of direction and supply for the assembly, His body, for all of us. It is put on an individual basis here, as it says, Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize ... not holding fast the head. That is, Colossians views our individual responsibility in regard to this matter. 

    PHHDoes that mean that there is substantiality, so to speak, in the saints? 

    SMcCI think that is what it refers to. What underlies the body is what is out of Christ. You have got a definite formation in a body that is of Christ. It is like the woman with the issue of blood; there was something in her that was in Christ, and she was made to feel that. It is not that we read a scripture as to our place in the body and say, Well, that is what the scripture says, but we should have some consciousness of something being in us that was in Christ. The body is formed on those lines. 

    LESSo that this would preserve us from Laodiceanism that you were speaking of at the outset. 

    SMcCIt would. And it would also preserve us from the danger and influences of affinities with those who, by the power of their minds, would lead the saints astray. If there is that in me which is in Christ, and I am by the Spirit affected by it, my affinities will be with Christ. I will discern His voice, I will discern His direction, and I will not be led away by the plausible speeches and reasonings of the mind that is away from Christ. 

    WBHIs the direct operation of His headship in Colossians emphasised by the absence of any allusion to gift, as in Corinthians and Ephesians? 

    SMcCIt is very important to see that. We have no allusion to gift formally as gift, but we have allusion to personality in a peculiar way, and to princes, in this epistle; but the gifts are left out. In the same way the elders are left out in the epistle to the Corinthians, for there it is to draw attention to the assembly, while in Colossians it is to make the most of the body as dependent upon the Head as the Source of supply and nourishment. 

    ABPIs there a link between Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize and the not holding fast the head with the word to Philadelphia, Hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown, Revelation 3: 11? 

    SMcCI thought there was a distinct link. I think the thought of the crown in Philadelphia stands related to the peculiar joy of the truth of the assemblys relations with Christ and Christs relations with the assembly, which, in the revival, we have been brought back to understand. 

    EAKWould it be suitable to enquire, in regard to this matter of affinity, as to how far that is extending, in the mind of the Spirit, to what has been named as Laodicean in our day? I am thinking quite simply of the exercise that has been raised in ministry as to eating with Open Brethren. 

    SMcCWell, there should be holy concern about all our links with Bethesda. We are not here to attack any system, but Bethesda has been marked by disregard of the truth as to the Person of Christ and we cannot have anything to do with a system that has been identified with that. 

    PLJ.N.D. remarked: I know no other company that owes its origin to heartlessness as to Christ. Just so. I think the Lord would help us as to these matters, especially that our links with Bethesda should be kept clear, because we must regard Bethesda in a different light from the establishment, or the established bodies, because in sheltering the enemies of Christ, Bethesda committed themselves, as a body, to the awful error that was linked with what was propagated in bad doctrine as to Christ. This matter of holding the Head is important, for it is put upon all of us, and I think it would help us in matters that enter into our localities, where we may be in difficulty. We are to understand the importance of being shut up to the Head, and deriving nourishment and supply from the Head, so that we should be guided aright. 

    GRCSo that the warning is against listening to anyone who is himself not holding the Head. It says no one in verse 4, and verse 8, and verse 18. Did not Eve listen to a creature not holding the Head, in the first instance? The serpent was not holding Adam as head. 

    SMcCShe did. That is very striking. I think the headship of Christ has a delivering effect here in regard to human wisdom, human plausibility and the rationalism and capacity of the human mind. It is remarkable what it says here, Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility. What a statement - doing his own will in humility! 

    AJGAnd is there not only a matter of wisdom and impulse derived from the Head, but the influence of love, because the result of holding fast the Head is all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God? Do we not get the influence of love learned from Christ and made formative in us? 

    SMcCI am very glad you bring us back to that, for it bears on what we were saying earlier. We do not get the gain of Christs headship on an arbitrary basis. The lordship of Christ operates at times, on an arbitrary basis, for we come up against the Lord in authority, and if it is a question of His will, and my will, my will must go. That is arbitrary, although it is exercised through grace in His love for us. But when it comes to the headship of Christ, it is a question of affections among the saints, they are linked with one another. It involves how they are bound together in this wonderful entity, the body, in love and in affection, and deriving this gain from the Head. 

    CMMWould the passage in the Song of Songs have a bearing on this idea, I found him whom my soul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go? 

    SMcCVery good. The Song of Songs is full of suggestions of nearness and intimacy; and that brings us to the last passage, which we might just refer to, and especially the expression Christ ... who is our life. The Song of Songs is filled in type, with these suggestions, that the Person whom we have thus been referring to becomes our life. It is not that we have life in Him here, but that the Christ is our life. We have been so attracted to Him, so affected by His ministrations, so affected by the deriving of nourishment and supply from Him, that He becomes our life. 

    ABPAnd is that carried through into Philadelphia, and shall know that I have loved thee? Does that mean that there are lovable conditions there, and is it not a love that comes near to first love? 

    SMcCIt is. In fact there is a definite link in Philadelphia with what we have in Ephesus. Although there is no restoration to the public position in regard to Ephesus, yet we have a spiritual touch in Philadelphia that links on with it. 

    MHTWould the reference to complete or filled full in him, and the idea of substance stand in direct contrast in your mind with the emptiness of the inflation suggested in the word puffed up by the mind of his flesh? 

    SMcCI am sure it does. Because to understand Colossians rightly we have to know that in history the great Gnostic theories were prevalent and prominent, and apparently some were being drawn away by these theories. Paul thus brings in the headship of Christ and the truth of the body, and all the substance linked with that, as over against the emptiness of these others, which were just theories. 

  
    EXPOSURE AND ATTRACTION (WJH 14)

    Genesis 41: 9-13; Esther 7: 9, 10; Luke 23: 39-43; Colossians 1: 19-22

    I have no doubt that we have all at times been delighted to contemplate the Lord Jesus Christ as the great centre of the universe of God. How delightful it is to all the saints, I am sure, to gaze into heaven, as it were to look through that door opened in heaven and see with the eye of faith the Lord Jesus Christ, the centre around which stands every creature that has a place in Gods universe. 

    We are not told in Revelation 4 and 5 that there was any command for the elders or living creatures, or indeed for the angels to surround that throne; we are not told that they were commanded to utter their praise and worship, the secret being that there is such an appreciation of Christ in that blessed scene and of what He has done, that He is the centre there. 

    One desired to say a few words that the Lord might be pleased to use to help us to be more definitely drawn to Him. The Lord said, as recorded in the gospel by John, I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. Something was about to transpire that would be so powerful in its influence over the hearts of men, over the hearts of His own, that it would draw all to Him. Then we are told that, this he said, signifying by what death he was about to die; not only that He would die, but by what death. We are ready to take account of the wondrous fact that He died for us. The apostle preached that, Christ died... and that he was buried. These two great facts stand out and we are reminded of the meaning of them continually. Death is the termination of life here in flesh and blood, burial takes place that what remains may be put out of sight; as Abraham said, that I may bury my dead out of my sight. Nobody can evade these two things. Children do not live long before their reality must be seen and known, that death is here  the termination of responsible life in flesh and blood, and burial must follow; what remains must be put out of sight. 

    One has wondered for oneself whether what death he should die is taken much account of, whether the bearing of the cross is sufficiently regarded. It was in the being lifted up, not simply and only death, that there is such drawing power, as the Lord said, I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. I speak for myself, one is more ready to face death and burial than to face what being lifted up means. Being lifted up is exposure. I believe the natural heart is more ready to accept death and burial than exposure. Exposure is a terrible thing to the human heart. I understand that is what is meant by the Lords words, I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. Lifted up implies being exposed to reproach and open shame. As we think of what death He should die, and as we take into our hearts that it was for us, we are to feel the drawing power that holds the hearts of all! What an awful thing it is to be hanged! The human mind shudders at the contemplation of being hanged. It resents it. In parts of the world the thing literally is abandoned because of the intense resentment of mans heart to exposure. Quite another matter for persons to die secretly, to be surrounded by love and care and all that human wisdom can provide, but being hanged is another matter altogether. Being hanged means that there is exposure before all; and that such a one is unfit to be on the earth. I wonder whether we have come to that. In the book of Genesis, chapter 40, we read of the two men in prison; one man, Pharaohs baker, was unfit to live, and the only adequate punishment was that he should be hanged. The other man, the kings cup-bearer, was released by the kings favour to minister again to Pharaoh. The book of Genesis works that out for our instruction. 

    You see the beginning of the two men with Cain and Abel; the same two men in character that we read of in Genesis 40. Think of what must have been in Eves heart as she said, I have gotten a man from the Lord. What intense feelings must have been hers as the character of that man developed, and she learned he was a murderer. He was of the wicked one and slew his brother. That is one feature of the baker who was hanged; another comes out in Ishmael. Again you have the two men viewed from another aspect in Ishmael and Isaac. Abraham says, O that Ishmael might live. What must have been the feelings of Abrahams heart especially, and also of Sarahs, as the true character of Ishmael developed and became exposed. He is a mocker of Isaac. He has no place in his heart for Isaac  he mocks him, he is a wild ass of a man, his hand against every man, and every mans hand against him. What intense feelings must have been Abrahams as all these things came to light! Then we have Esau and Jacob. Isaac loved Esau; right up to his closing days he would have blessed Esau, but look at Esau! A profane person, a man who puts no value on what is of God, a man who for a mess of pottage would sell his birth-right. Whether Esau valued it or not, it is there to be valued. I think Isaac comes to the setting aside of Esau afterwards, when he says of Jacob, yea, and he shall be blessed. They appear again in Reuben and Joseph. The Spirit of God in the Chronicles puts them together, the first-born was Reuben, but the birth-right was Josephs. When Reuben was born Leah said, See, a son. Think of her hopes. Think of what was in her heart as she looked upon her son. See, a son, she said. Think of what must have then been in her soul and Jacobs too. Reuben, he said, thou art my first-born, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: unstable as water, thou shalt not excel. He had to learn that Reuben was not to be trusted. The most sacred relationship on earth could not be trusted to Reubens care. These four men  Cain, Ishmael, Esau, and Reuben  give us features of the baker, who was hanged. The only thing to do with man after the flesh, that which is in every one of us, according to divine light, is to hang him. Not simply is he to die, but he is to be exposed before the gaze of all as one unfit to live, as one under condemnation, as one in the place of the curse. 

    Then the butler. His history runs through to Joseph. It begins with Abel, a man who to minister to God, would die if need be  righteous Abel. A man to whom to minister to Gods pleasure was more to be desired than to live; bringing a more excellent sacrifice to God than Cains. He appears again in Isaac. Isaac was one who was prepared by subjection to his father to travel with him to mount Moriah. Without any trace of rebellion Isaac was prepared to be laid on the altar and to be offered to God. He is continued in the butler, and is a man of whom Sarah said, God has made me laugh: all that hear will laugh with me. Think of the merriment that Isaac brought into the hearts of many. The one through whom the blessing of God would extend to every family. The butler appears again in Jacob. A man who loved the blessing of God, whatever may have been his wrong-doings in the way he sought it. Jacob was a man who loved the favour and blessing of God more than anything else. The history of this butler appears also in Joseph, the man who could be trusted. If Joseph stands out in one way more than another, it is as one who could be trusted. Reuben was unstable as water, but the birth-right was Josephs as one who could be trusted in every position. Look at him! You find he does not falter. He says to his masters wife, how should I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? So the butler comes out of the prison still to be the kings cup-bearer. One loves to think of the Lord as the One who will always bring pleasure to God. The Lord Jesus Christ never ceased to minister to the heart of God. 

    In the book of Esther the same principle is worked out. Genesis is the beginning, the work of God coming to light in the souls of men individually. There is no tabernacle there, no sacrifices being brought to the tabernacle and the priesthood set up. Genesis expresses the work of God in us individually, and what can we bring if that is not there? What do you think Cain could have contributed to the tabernacle, what could Esau have brought, or Ishmael, or Reuben in his unjudged state? What kind of offerings would any of them have brought? The baker  what kind of element would he provide. The great lessons of Genesis must precede all, and when you come to the book of Esther, a day that corresponds now with the closing day, the day of brokenness, of lawlessness, of captivity, still these two men appear again, and the same issue is worked out. There is one man that must be hanged. What a man Haman was! A man descended from one who would have challenged the rights of the throne of God. He was a murderer, a Cain, an Ishmael, his hand against every man, a wild ass of a man, a profane person, a traitor. Every feature of the first man was there in Haman. The kings wrath is only pacified when his true character is exposed, when he is hanged, when the gallows that he made for Mordecai finds him on it as exposed to all in Ahasuerus kingdom. The true character of Haman is manifest; whereas the true butler is there still in Mordecai. A man who would die before he would give up the rights of God; before subjection to the will of God should be set aside. Mordecai would die. Mordecai bowed not to Haman, the Agagite, an Amalekite, and so at the end of the book it is recorded that Haman is hanged and Mordecai exalted. What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour? 

    In Luke 23 we have the same position again. There are the robbers and one admits that he deserves to be hanged. Think of him accepting it! We indeed justly. He sees in his history what was like Cain, what was like Ishmael, a lawless man, wild ass of a man, he sees Esau in it; he has lived his life in disregard of God. He sees Reuben in it, wholly untrustworthy, a robber; but there is just this difference, he accepts the exposure. We indeed justly. What an exposure! Not simply to die, but to be hanged! One of the malefactors which were hanged. Someone else also was hanged, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. There is Someone else there. The dying robber finds One at his side. Scripture speaks of the cross, but it also speaks of His cross. Words that should vibrate in every heart  His cross. It says in John, he bearing his cross went forth. Not simply the cross; the cross may be connected with what man provided, but His cross. Why His cross? The passage I read in Colossians speaks of the blood of his cross. Why His cross? The robber thinks of that when he says this man hath done nothing amiss. Why is He exposed? Why is He in the place of judgment, in the place of curse? Why is He put to open shame? He accepted it. It was His cross as accepting it. There is only One who has been crucified for us; is there any wonder therefore that the Lord said, I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, 

    will draw all to me. But this He said signifying by what death He was about to die. The apostle Paul was prepared to accept the exposure. He says, I am crucified with Christ. That is what I believe we need to realise if we are to contribute to the assembly, if we bring spiritual sacrifices, if we are rightly to be in the family of God. It must begin with this, we must accept the exposure. I am crucified, Paul said, not literally, but in his judgment of himself, in his judgment of the flesh. He accepted that the crucifixion of Christ was his crucifixion. He says, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. He also tells the Romans that our old man has been crucified. I think it is very important, especially for those of us who are young, to accept it. The old man is in the singular, because he is in every one of us, he is in you and in me. We are told to put off the old man with his deeds, Colossians 3: 9, but this will only be done as we realise that the only thing fitting is that he should be hanged. The exposure is accepted humbly, as the only fitting thing for that man. Now as having reached that judgment like the dying robber, what do I bring into the assembly? If we think of that man as one who reached this judgment in his soul, what would he bring into the upper room if he had remained here? What a holy love for Christ he would bring in! What a judgment of sin also! What lowliness would mark him! We indeed justly. He had accepted that he should be hanged, but he found One who was crucified for him. How humbly he would come into the upper room, what a sense of mercy he would bring with him! These are elements of great value in the upper room, for the individual saint to bring, a heart that delights in Christ and loves Him, a heart that has learned that the only thing that can be done with the flesh, the only thing adequate for what I am naturally, is to be hanged; not simply to die and be buried, but to be hanged. When you get a believer on these lines, what an asset he is to the assembly! 

    One desired to present these few thoughts to us. I know very well that there is nothing we shrink from more than exposure. I believe most of us would rather die and be buried than be exposed, but the blessed Lord Jesus Christ has accepted the exposure. He bearing his cross, and thus He has made peace. All that was against God, all that disturbed was settled then. He has made peace by the blood of His cross, so that we might be presented holy, unblamable, and irreprovable in His sight as in attachment to Himself. 

    One would earnestly desire to be helped of the Lord to accept the meaning of the cross, the meaning of exposure, the full meaning of I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. But this he said signifying by what death he was about to die. 

  
    GROWTH (WJH 18)

    Colossians 1: 9, 10; Psalm 144: 12; Zechariah 6: 9-13; Ephesians 4: 10-16

    I have in mind to speak of the subject of growth. One is confident that the Lord has this specially in mind for His people now. What joy to think of the development of the work of God manifest when the Lord Jesus came in flesh. Think of such as Zacharias and Elizabeth, walking in all the ordinances of the law blameless; true priesthood was developed in them. Think of such as Simeon, who was marked by walking in the Spirit. It says, He came in the Spirit into the temple, Luke 2: 27  not by the Spirit, but in the Spirit. Think of such as Anna, who continued night and day in prayers and fastings in the temple; of such a one as Joseph, a righteous man  characterised by righteousness; of Mary  the bondmaid, she says of herself, ready to surrender herself at all cost to the will of God. Think of the shepherds watching their flocks by night, faithfully serving in relation to what was entrusted to them, not drunken nor asleep in the night, but watching. These would show what development of the work of God in persons was ready to welcome Christ when He appeared. It says, Once in the end of the world hath he appeared, Hebrews 9: 26. These matured saints were here to receive Him; Simeon indeed did so actually in his arms. 

    What a joy it is to witness growth. We cannot explain it; he knoweth not how. Mark 4: 27, it says of the growth of the seed. But what a marvel to watch a plant develop, to watch an animal grow, to watch our children grow from babes. But how important must growth be in relation to what is spiritual and therefore eternal. It says of the lily, Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow, Matthew 6: 28. They are only here for a few days and then they are gone; yet they grow, and how they grow! What consideration, therefore, is due to the growth of that which is going to be for the pleasure of God throughout eternity. Could there be anything more important than to make room on our side for growth? Our time here is brief at best, when God is working in view of eternity, and I want to encourage every heart to make itself available to the matter of growth. Think of our blessed Lord in this matter  not that He needed that anything should be added to Him, for morally and characteristically everything He was He brought into manhood. Nevertheless, the thought of growth in the unfolding of what was there in Him is found in Scripture. 

    The angel speaks to the shepherds of the Babe  Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, Luke 2: 12. But he says of the Babe, Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord, Luke 2: 11. All was there  the Saviour was there, the Christ was there, the Lord was there. But all awaited the unfolding of the wonderful fulness that was there, step by step, as to what was proper to each period of the life of Jesus. So we have the Babe, and what marked Him as the Babe was perfect and intelligent dependence on God. In relation to any of us there is absolute dependence in any babe with little or no intelligence as to it, but the Lord says, I was cast upon thee from the womb, Psalm 22: 10. There was a conscious sense of dependence in Him as the Babe. We read of the young child Jesus, the young child and his mother, Matthew 2: 21, and everything that is beautiful in a child finds perfect expression in the young child Jesus. We read of the boy Jesus, Luke 2: 43, at twelve years of age, what is He doing? Perfect example for every boy and girl of twelve  sitting in the temple with the doctors of the law, hearing, and asking questions. Perfect expression of what is proper at twelve, for by then it is known, or should have been known, that He was committed to His Fathers business. This was true always of Him, surely, but it should have been known, as the Lord says, Wist ye not? Luke 2: 49. One would suggest that this is what is normal at twelve. It should be known that the boy or the girl is committed to the interests of God and has his or her place in the temple, listening and enquiring. But then we have the Man  The man Christ Jesus, 1 Timothy 2: 5  beginning to be about thirty, Luke 3: 23, not to speak of that wonderful life lived in secret between twelve and thirty  a secret history under the eye of God that produced on earth an Eden for the divine pleasure, in the light of which the first Eden yielded little for God. At thirty years and onward we have manhood. Each of the four gospels portrays perfectly four blessed features of manhood, the kingly features of Christ in Matthew; His readiness to serve everyone in Mark, the Vessel of divine grace in Luke, and the One who expresses divine love in John. 

    I want to say a word or two as to growth in relation to us, and I have read these scriptures to bring four thoughts before us. The first scripture indicates how we grow  growing by the true knowledge of God, it says. The second scripture tells us when we grow  that our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth. That specially is the time to grow. The third scripture tells us where we grow, where our blessed Lord grew indeed; and thus where we are to grow  he shall grow up from his own place, whatever place that is. Finally, I would say a few words as to the goal of all growth, till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. That is Gods terminus for His people. I trust these four thoughts will be clear to us, and that the Lord may help us to speak of them and to receive them. 

    First, dear brethren, growth is by the true knowledge of God. The knowledge of God there, is conscious knowledge of God. That is the source of growth. It is not casual knowledge, it is intimate knowledge in the soul, not merely in the mind or intellect. There is nothing more blessed than to know God. Let us dismiss from our minds anything else as being of greater importance, for the Scripture says, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, Jeremiah 9: 23. The human wisdom which any may gather in this world does not add one thing to his spiritual stature. Neither let the mighty man glory in his might; whatever development of physical power a man may secure adds nothing to him for eternity, to his spiritual stature. Let not the rich man glory in his riches; whatever accumulation of riches any may have, does not in itself add one thing to him spiritually. But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me. How small we feel when we face the fact that growth is by the true knowledge of God. But one is assured that God is working that we may know Him. He orders, no doubt, conditions that provide for our knowing Him. 

    I am sure that Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, and later Daniel, would come out of testing days knowing God consciously. I am confident that God is ordering the present sorrows in view of the extension of our knowledge of Himself. One feels assured that those who go through the present conditions with God will come out of them with an increased knowledge of Himself, and thus with more stature to contribute to what is of God. Let us not be overwhelmed with anxiety or sorrow because of the perplexities and the distresses; God is using them to add conscious knowledge of Himself and thus that we may grow. That knowledge, of course, is brought to us in all its fulness in Jesus, as the apostle Paul indicates, For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 2 Corinthians 4: 6, 7. The treasure was the blessed light that had come into his soul that had brought the knowledge of God to him. 

    Before I leave this first passage I would remind you that another element that contributes to growth is the mental milk of the word, especially for babes. As the apostle Peter says, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 1 Peter 2: 2. The word discloses the thoughts of God to us, and we cannot grow without the word coming into our mind. Food for the mind results in growth. I am conscious of the continual need of guarding our minds. Continually we need to turn to the word, to the Scriptures, of course, to the ministry of the word by the Spirit, to the blessed Person of Jesus our Lord who is the Word, for every thought of God contributes to growth as it is received as pure mental milk. 

    I pass on to what I specially would speak about  when we grow. That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth. I want to say a few words to the youthful. Youth is a time of the very greatest importance, loss of which can never be replaced. Dear young brothers and sisters, the time when growth is specially looked for, is in youth. The Lord would stir your hearts that your youth be not wasted. The apostle speaks to Timothy as a young man. It is clear that Timothy used his youth to great advantage; he kept with the apostle Paul and accepted circumcision at the outset, the judgment of the flesh. Nevertheless Paul says to him, Flee youthful lusts. Every gratification of these will delay growth in the youth. You say, Where can I flee? First flee to the Lord. By fleeing, you recognise that you are no match for that from which you flee. You say, That is cowardly. Never mind, flee, do not stop to argue, do not try to meet the situation in your own strength. Flee; flee to the blessed Lord; He will help. Then flee to your brethren. It was those who lagged behind that the Amalekite got  those in the rear, those who did not keep in touch with what was going on amongst the saints. The Lord would have us to use our youth as the time for growth. 

    What an example are those young men in Daniels day! They did not eat the kings meat, nor drink his wine. The attitude of their mind was that they would not find their life and joy in what ministered to this world. They purposed in their heart that they would not defile themselves with the kings meat. They would have pulse and water, food that produces true substance, so that when they appeared before the king they were fairer and fatter than all others. Dear young men, I would bring to your notice the importance of youth. Look back over men of God, whom has God used? Men available in their youth: Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon, Elisha, John the Baptist, Timothy. Look back over the history of those whom God has used in our day; they are men who grew up in their youth, and did not waste it. They made room for growth during the time when growth is normal. Let us not fill up our youth seeking to find gratification in this world, but let us find it in relation to what is of God. 

    The prophet Zechariah indicates where growth takes place, referring to the Lord personally, but bringing out great principle. It says of Him, He shall grow up from his own place... and he shall bear the glory, Zechariah 6: 12, 13. He accepted His place and remained there. What a place it was, Nazareth of Galilee! One of the most contemptible places in a contemptible area, in a contemptible province  Jesus of Nazareth! The words from His own lips were, I am Jesus of Nazareth, Acts 22: 8. It was not His selection, it was where the ordering of God placed Him. Joseph and Mary went down to Nazareth, and that was His place, and He grew up from His place. I beg every one of us, the young especially, to this come into our minds  the place to grow is our own place; not another place, not another sub-division, not another house, not another occupation, not another city, not another country, not another hemisphere. He shall grow up from his own place. Depart from that, and I doubt if there will be much growth. 

    The Lord Jesus, of course, left Galilee; He came to Jerusalem. He must needs go through Samaria. But every movement from Nazareth was as sent. It is perfectly right to leave one place, or indeed one occupation, or if need be, one hemisphere for another, if sent. Sent means you are under orders. It does not involve any will of your own in the matter. Jesus went from city to city, for He says, therefore am I sent. It is too late for some of us to profit by this word, it may be, but I beg the young to accept the place in which the ordering of God has sent them, whether it be the home or the family setting, the occupation, the subdivision, the city, or the country, where in the ordering of God you are. That is where you will grow. Many think, If only I could be somewhere else. You will never be in a worse place than Nazareth. That is where Jesus grew, from His place. 

    Some of the most humbling periods in my life have been when I took myself out of the hands of God, and I have seen the restless activity of will and discontent in others that would constantly change from one thing to another, one occupation to another, one city to another. The result is stagnation rather than growth. You will find that those whom God enlarges are those who quietly and consistently go on in their place, whatever that place is. 

    Gods ordering is in all these matters, as also in the service He would have us render. Philip was prospering in his service, but the angel of the Lord said, Go down to the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. He might have disputed that. The angel of the Lord represents Gods control of the position; His governing and ordering said, Go down to the way to Gaza, which is desert. When he arrived at the way to Gaza, the Spirit said, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot, Acts 8: 29. That is to say, as submitting to Gods ordering in our circumstances, we are available to the Spirit for service. If Philip had refused the ordering of God through the angel, he would not have been a vessel that the Spirit would have used. I again would remind you of the great loss that many have suffered who have constantly changed their location, their occupation, their city, or their country, through some form of discontent with the ways of God. Such movements hinder growth. Gods providential ordering today takes many of our brethren into military camps. I am sure they will grow there because it is their place in Gods ordering, not by their own choice. If it were the latter it would be intensely serious, but it is Gods ordering through His minister  the government; it is for the time being their place, and it is where they will grow. We can be assured of this, that many will come out, if God orders that they should, with definite increase of stature. 

    A word now as to the great goal that God has in mind  until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ, Ephesians 4: 13. What a conception; Till we all come. Gods work will go on in view of all coming to this. All gift of any kind is an endowment by Christ, in view of all saints coming to maturity, to the full-grown man. What a fountain of supply is in Christ for this. The word goes on to speak of the supply  every joint of supply, it says. The supply is in Christ. One and another in the body are joints to bring something from the Source of supply, but what a supply! Great enough to bring every saint on earth in the whole dispensation into maturity, and maturity involves correspondence with Christ, that we may grow up to him in all things. The blessed Lord Jesus is the Source of supply, great enough to affect His people in all things, excluding nothing, that we should derive from Him what will impress His character on all, and in all things. What a magnificent conception, that all should reach maturity, and that the impress of Christ should be on all things, that we should grow up to Him in all things. 

    One more word. The body builds itself up in love, and this growth of the body, the assembly, which is His body, Ephesians 1: 22, 23, is by supply being brought into it through the joints and through the effectual working of each part. Now why should any of us exclude ourselves from this blessed service? I appeal to every brother and sister here  Why not be an active contributor? It is not because there is no supply, I am sure of that. In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Colossians 2: 9. Ephesians speaks over and over again of His fulness, a magnificent word  fulness! Draw all that you may, there is still fulness, there is no possibility of exhausting the fulness, as John says, Of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace, John 1: 16. But the drawing out from the fulness never reduces the supply; our side is the effectual working of each one part. What is so greatly needed is for each one part to operate as in touch with the supply. In spite of the weakness and public breakdown, what times we would have together if every brother and sister would make themselves available. Do not elect yourself out of this. For he that hath, to him shall be given, Mark 4: 25. The more you tap the supply, the greater the sense you will get of its boundless reserves, and your joy will be great in being a joint to carry something for the body that will make for its self-building up in love. 

    I only call attention to this wonderful passage in relation to growth, Till we all come... There is enough in Christ to bring every saint on earth into maturity  Till we all come... unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. Thus we are no longer babes tossed about by every wind of doctrine, by the cunning teachings of the apostate world around us, systematised error that holds men and takes their hearts away from thoughts of God and of Christ. As full grown men we are not swept away by these dreadful teachings, which 1 Timothy 4: 1 calls doctrines of devils. Not merely are they the thoughts of mens minds, but they originate from satanic influences. 

    May the Lord help us, for we have but little time; at the longest we have but little. The apostle John says, It is the last hour, 1 John 2: 18. This period is closing rapidly, and I commend to every one of us here the matter of growth: the source of it, the true knowledge of God inwardly; the time of it, specially in youth; the place of it, where God has put us; the end of it, conformity to Christ. May the Lord help us to make room for these thoughts, for His Names sake. 

  
    THE PERSON OF CHRIST (WJH 20)

    Colossians 1: 12-22; Colossians 2: 1; Colossians 4: 16

    I think that the people of God are being made to feel  perhaps more definitely now than ever before that the great point before the Spirit of God is to attach the hearts of His people to Christ. This is not a day when we hear very much about doctrine, although doctrine is important indeed, but the conflict that raged about right doctrine and truth has been fought, and the position to some extent at least has been established. The great issue of the present moment is the place the blessed Lord Jesus Christ personally has in our hearts. The public condition of the assembly at the close of its history here is marked by this solemn fact, that the assembly publicly in Laodicea is indifferent to the person of Christ; that He is outside. It is true that in infinite grace He is outside knocking. Nevertheless, He is outside, and the Lord says to the assembly of Laodicea: Because thou art lukewarm (that is, indifferent) I will spue thee out of my mouth. (Revelation 3: 16). It is true that that assembly says: I am rich and increased with goods, and have need of nothing. Dear brethren, we have to beware that we are not satisfied with goods. The Lord Jesus is not satisfied with goods. We might have accumulated a good deal of intelligence as to the things of God; we might have at our hand what is correct and formal; we might have correct gatherings, correct forms, and be ever so careful about them, and it might be all goods  simply that which we have accumulated  and the Lord Jesus Christ personally have no place in our hearts. 

    The Lord is not content with anything less than being inside the affections of His people. I am sure Scripture, and the public condition of the assembly, confirm the thought that what we each have to overcome in the present moment is a Laodicean state. One has enjoyed seeing how the Lord, in His grace and His tender solicitude for His people, provides that, from time to time, which will forestall the activities of evil. The Lord, in His great shepherd care, so safeguards His people, both collectively and individually, that He provides that which, if heeded, if taken account of, will preserve us from a danger which He sees is coming upon us. How beautifully that is illustrated in the case of Abraham. Abraham had gone with his company, and rescued his brother Lot, and the king of Sodom and all the goods that belonged to him, and it says in the book of Genesis that the king of Sodom went out to meet Abraham after he returned from the slaughter of the kings. The king of Sodom went to meet him, and, at that moment, it says Melchisedec came and brought forth bread and wine, and blessed Abraham, and said: Blessed be Abram, of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth. Then the king of Sodom comes and says to Abraham: You take the goods, and Abraham says: I have lift up my hand to the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth. You see how the Lord anticipated what Abraham would have to face. The king of Sodom offered him all the goods he had saved from the hands of the kings, but the Lord came in through Melchisedec to tell Abraham about the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth, and Abraham takes up that in faith in his soul, and says: I will not have from a thread to a shoe latchet. I am in touch with the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth. What tender consideration was in that for the danger that Abraham was in. The Lord knew what was coming, and He anticipated it with ministry that would safeguard Abraham. One is confident that the same has been true ever since. In our individual paths how often it is true. For anything that is before us God gives ministry, light, that is salvation if we heed it, in view of what He knows is coming in amongst His people. 

    I feel that that is just the position in this epistle to the Colossians. There is no doubt it had a direct bearing upon the assembly at Colosse. There was a condition existing there which needed this epistle to protect and help and deliver the Colossian brethren from dangers that were coming in there. Also, it is clear from the Scripture, that the Lord, and the Spirit of God, and the Apostle Paul had, even in that early day, some anxiety about Laodicea. Long before the Lord spoke or sent His epistle in the Revelation, Paul says: I would have you know what conflict I have for them at Laodicea (Colossians 2: 1), ‘I am in distress, in conflict, for the Laodicean brethren. He does not tell us what led him to it. At the end of his epistle he says: Cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans. (Colossians 4: 16.) ‘There is something in this epistle, says the Apostle, ‘that the Laodicean brethren need; there is danger ahead for Laodicea, so cause that this epistle be read to the assembly of Laodicea. I would like to show in a few words that this epistle to the Colossians provides that for us which, if heeded, will preserve us from ever becoming Laodicean in character, and indeed, one trusts that, if we are already marked by a Laodicean spirit, the epistle, if heeded now, in conjunction with the Lords own word in the Revelation, will effect for us deliverance from a Laodicean state. As we have said, what marks the assembly at Laodicea (which is the closing phase of the Churchs history publicly) is indifference to Christ personally, and He is outside. If this blessed and wondrous epistle to the Colossians had been heeded when it was read (as the Apostle says it should be), a position could never have arisen in Laodicea where the Lord Jesus Christ was outside that assembly. 

    I would like to touch a little upon the detail that the Apostle by the Spirit gives as to Who it is that is outside. In the epistle to Laodicea, the Lord says: Behold, I stand at the door. This epistle develops before our hearts and minds who that I is. ‘Behold, I am outside. They had already read this epistle, and we are to take account of this epistle in order that we should be saved from ever being in the condition that leaves the Lord Jesus Christ personally outside. 

    The first remark we read, which the Apostle has to make about the Lord personally, is this, that He is the Son of the Fathers love. Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and bath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son, or the Son of His love. (Colossians 1: 12-13.) That is the first word as to the Lord personally. He is the Son of the Fathers love. He is the One that the Father loves. It is said in the Gospels: This is My beloved Son. Think of the One whom the Father loves, and into Whose hands He has given everything and we, indifferent to Him, having no room for Him, keeping Him outside, knocking! He is the One whom the Father loves, and if the Father loves Him, surely the corollary must be that everyone should love Him. The Father loves the Son, and that blessed One whom the Father loves says to Laodicea: Behold! I stand at the door and knock. 

    Then the Apostle moves on, and says: In whom we have redemption through His blood, even, the forgiveness of sins. (verse 14.) This is another development of the word I. (Behold! I stand...) In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. (verse 14.) The Redeemer, the blessed Redeemer, is brought before us  the One who, through His blood, has picked us up in Egypt, with all its slavery, with all its darkness, with its rivers that stank, with its frogs, and lice, and hail, and with its death; the One who came into that scene, and by His precious death redeemed us from Egypt, and brought us out of it, and in doing that cleared away our sins from before God. And we are indifferent to Him! He is outside! If we read that Scripture with our hearts, how utterly impossible that our Redeemer should be outside, knocking. 

    Then we read: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. (verse 15.) It is still the unfolding by the Spirit of the One whom Laodicea needed. Cause it to be read in the church of the Laodiceans. Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. The One we were speaking of together last night, the One who is Gods perfect representative in the universe, as having become Man, He is the image of the invisible God. He represents God. Therefore He is the firstborn of all creation. He takes the place of the Head of the whole creation as Gods representative, and we are lukewarm with regard to Him! Can it be, that we do not care what place Gods representative has in our hearts? Think of the profound grace of Christ, Gods representative, knocking at our hearts. Behold, I stand at the door, and am knocking; if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him. What He knocks at, dear brethren, is our hearts. It says of Lydia, Whose heart the Lord opened. That is what He is knocking at. He would open all our hearts, so that if the church publicly leaves Him out, you and I will not leave Him out  whether locally, as privileged to come together in the light of what is true of the whole assembly, or individually, for If any man hear My voice and open the door, I will come in to him. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

    So it goes on, For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by Him and for Him; and He is before all things, and by Him, all things consist. (verses 16 and 17.) The Apostle moves on another step in the unfolding of that which Colosse, on the one hand, and Laodicea, on the other, needed. He now brings before us this glory. Just think of that! How utterly we are unable to take it in, that the Lord Jesus Christ, personally, is the Creator of the universe. There are the things in heavens, the visible things. Think of the glory of the sun as it rises and makes its heat felt in every part. The Lord Jesus Christ personally made that. And the moon and the stars of light He made. They were made by Him and for Him. And then there are the invisible things in heaven, the thrones, and principalities, and powers, and mights, and dominions. There are Gabriel, and Michael, and the innumerable company of angels, excelling in strength, all made by Him, and for Him, for His service. He could have asked, and He would have had, immediately, more than twelve legions of angels. There were more than twelve legions waiting to immediately answer His word, if He asked, because they were made by Him and for Him. 

    Then if we come down to the things on earth, everything here is His handiwork. The seas, and mountains, and rivers, and trees, and man, (think of the wonderful wisdom that is, expressed in man!) were all made by Him and for Him. Then think of the epistle to Laodicea  that such an one as the blessed Creator, the Creator Who is blessed for ever, should be outside the affections of the assembly  that we are indifferent and lukewarm in regard to the blessed Creator! And that He, on the other hand, in infinite grace, should stand at our hearts knocking! What a wondrous thing! 

    And it goes on, He is the Head of the body, the assembly. (verse 18.) Another glory! The Head of the body, the assembly. What a wonderful vessel the body is. The body, dear brethren, is here composed of all believers in Christ, who have the Spirit of God. By one Spirit baptized into one body. And that body is here on earth to express the character of Christ. That is the thought of the body. It is in our bodies that we are expressed. The personality lies behind everyone, but the body is the vehicle by which what we are is expressed. There is a wonderful vessel on earth for the expression of Christ. How we can see it if our minds go back to the early days? We look at a man like Stephen. We see his face shine with the light of heaven. We see him kneel down, as the stones batter his body, and we hear his prayer, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. We say, What a marvellous, wonderful sight. And we think of a man like Peter, there in prison with two soldiers at his side, and the immediate prospect of death, and we go in and see Peter there, asleep between the two soldiers. We say, What a wonderful thing. But, dear brethren, Christ is the Head of the body, and that which we so marvel at in Stephen, was derived from the Head. Stephen was one member of the body, and He is the Head of the body. That which the delight in in Peter sleeping there between two soldiers, condemned, was derived from the Head of the body. The Lord Jesus, when He was here, expressed that blessed prayer, Father, forgive them, and Stephen derived the thoughts of his heart from Christ. And the Lord Jesus, as the storms and the waves and the tempest rolled about Him, was asleep in the hinder part of the ship, undisturbed by the hatred and malice of Satan, asleep in confidence in God. Peter learnt how to do that, from Christ. It was not instinct in Peter and Stephen. It was derived from the Head of the body. What a wonderful person the Head of the body must be, when every single expression of Christ that has ever been given in this scene, from Pentecost until now, was derived from the Lord Jesus Christ. So it says, He is the Head of the body, the assembly. That is another thought, the assembly. What a wondrous thought that is! What honour and dignity men give to mans assemblies. You take an assembly in any country, what dignity is associated with the thought that men are members of that assembly. But what of Gods assembly? Gods assembly, in which, it says, may be seen now that unto the principalities and powers in the heavenlies might be made known in the assembly, the all-various wisdom of God. In mans assemblies there is the all-various wisdom that man has, but in Gods assembly, there is the all-various wisdom of God. Every bit of true wisdom that ever was expressed here since Pentecost is found in Gods assembly, and He is the Head of the body, the assembly, and all the wisdom, divine wisdom, that was ever in the church, came from its Head, which is Christ. Think how the Apostle longed, in his conflict, that the brethren in Laodicea should read this, and be preserved from ever being indifferent to Christ  be preserved from ever having that wondrous blessed Person outside their hearts, knocking. Cause it to be read to the church of the Laodiceans. 

    And we read further, Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the pre-eminence. (verse 18.) We cannot touch all these details; but think of that word, the firstborn from the dead. Mr. Raven said that, One man out of death, was greater than a world of dead men. One man out of death; and He is that blessed Man Who has the keys of death and of Hades  the first to rise from the dead, and to rise because of what was inherent in His own person. He said to Martha, I am the Resurrection. It is not a question of the last day; the Resurrection is here, in Him. He says, I am It. Think of a man out of death. How everybody else fades away in oblivion, as we think of the one Man out of death, with the keys of death in His hand. The Apostle says, Cause it to be read to the Laodiceans. And our hearts are cold, lukewarm, towards the first begotten from the dead. Think of such an One as He, knocking at our hearts, and finding no response! Oh, dear brethren, this epistle would save us from such a state. The firstborn from the dead, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence. How the One Who controls death, must inevitably be first in everything! 

    Further, it says, For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell. (verse 19.) One feels that our tiny appreciation of. Christ cannot take in such a word. It was pleasing, that in Him should all fulness dwell, that all fulness should have its permanent abode in Christ. That was what was pleasing. In respect of every other man, God is the God of measure. He measures out to each one of us, just as much as we can contain of Himself, and, so as we look back over the past of the people of God, we see how one and another had a measure of things expressed and contained in them. The Scripture speaks of righteous Abel. Evidently that was the great feature of Abel. He was righteous Abel. In his vessel, there was measured something of righteousness. He contained something of it. And Abraham is spoken of, as faithful Abraham. He was a man of faith. God put into that vessel, faith in measure. He measured it. It says in Romans, that God has given to every one a measure of faith. He has measured out as much light, as to Himself, as we can hold. We think of Moses; the distinctive feature of that vessel was meekness. He was the meekest man in all the earth. He contained in his vessel, a measure of meekness. We think of Solomon. We hear of the wisdom of Solomon. The Queen of Sheba came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon. In respect of Job, it says, Ye have heard of the patience of Job. 

    God is pleased to put into each one of our vessels, as much as we can contain, but, when we come to Christ, He was pleased that in Him should all fulness dwell. The whole totality of everything that was of God, abides for ever in Christ. There is nothing measured. How often, in our prayers, we speak in measure. I say in measure because we are conscious that everything we have is in measure. But it was pleasing, that in Him, should all fulness dwell. Righteousness, the totality of righteousness, was in Christ. Faithfulness is there in its completeness. Meekness, everything that can be expressed as to meekness, dwells in Him. Wisdom, it is all there; He is the wisdom of God. Patience, the patience of Christ, is there completely. And so everything that you can think of, that is true in God, every one of those excellencies, finds its full, complete, and entire expression in Christ. All the excellencies of the Godhead, dwell in that blessed Person completely. And do we not care what place He has got in our hearts? Are we content for Him to knock in vain? God forbid that that wonderful Person, in Whom it was pleasing that all fulness should dwell, should stand at our hearts and say I am knocking, and we not to open. That is the condition of Laodicea. But the Apostle, with a spiritual eye, seeing what was coming, says, Cause this to be read to the church of the Laodiceans, heeding which, they would have been saved from what the Lord has to say about them in His letter. And having made peace through the blood of the cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And you that were sometime alienated, and enemies in your mind, by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblamable and unreproveable in His sight. (verses 20-22.) We have now, before us, another glory of Christ. The Apostle would bring before the Colossians and Laodiceans, that He is the One Who brings in reconciliation of everything in heaven and on earth; the One Who has come in, to take out of heaven and earth, every trace of alienation towards God. He is going to put out of the moral universe everything that is irreconcilable, and is going to bring in a heaven and earth completely in accord with the heart of God. In the meantime he says, And you, that were sometime alienated, and enemies in your mind, by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through death. You and I, individually in the meantime, anticipating the day when everything in heaven and on earth will be in accord with God, through the work of Christ, have had taken out of our hearts, the alienation and the enmity, and we have been brought to God. The distance, and the fear and hatred that were once in our hearts towards God, have been taken away by Him. How our hearts should draw to Him in that connection. How sad that One Who has brought in reconciliation should have to say Behold, I stand at the door, and am knocking. One feels, in the light of these things, that if the Laodicean assembly had really read them with their hearts, they could never have reached the condition that the Lord has to speak of as true of them, in the Revelation. 

    God grant that everyone of us may be preserved in devoted allegiance and affection to Christ. It is as we lay hold, in our hearts, upon the unfolding of His infinite glory, so that He is more to us than anything the enemy can ever present, that we shall be preserved. 

  
    THE PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST (WJH 20)

    Colossians 1: 5-18

    And He is the head of the body, the Church; who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the pre-eminence. 

    One would desire, dear friends, that what is said of Isaac might be true in a distinct and definite way tonight of every heart in this room. 

    It is said of Isaac that he waxed great, and went forward and grew until he became very great. (Genesis 26: 13.) 

    One would desire that the experience of our hearts continually should be that the Lord Jesus Christ should wax greater and greater in the vision of our souls. Not that He Himself personally could ever be greater than He was at Bethlehem. He, Himself, as to His own inherent greatness, is the same yesterday, today and forever; but in our apprehension of His greatness one would like that Scripture to be true with every heart, that he waxed greater and greater until he became very great. The wise men of the East knew that the blessed Person Who had entered this world from Heaven had all greatness in Him, so that they came to where the little Child was, and kneeled down and worshipped Him. They said in effect what David says, as they kneeled down with a conscious sense of the greatness of Christ, Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory, and the victory; and the majesty... and Thou art exalted as Head over all. (1 Chronicles 29: 11.) They said that in their hearts, as they knelt down in the presence of the Lord Jesus as a little child. 

    Upon the Cross the thief said exactly the same thing in his heart, in the midst of the utmost humiliation and dishonour. The thief discerned that all the greatness was there, and he, also, said, ‘Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the majesty, but one feels that we come to these things step by step, little by little. How one would prize one single thought in the heart of the greatness and the glory of Christ. 

    All spiritual movement, all growth and knowledge of God, springs from a conception of Christ. It does not spring from a mental ability to analyse the truths of Scripture. It springs from an apprehension in the affections of the majesty and glory of Christ, and it is on this line, dear friends, I would like to take up this passage where the Apostle says that in all things He might have the pre-eminence. The new translation of it is the same in effect, but perhaps clearer  that in everything He might have the first place. That that glorious One Whom we know as our Saviour might in everything, in every sphere of activity that it is ours to touch, might stand there first, and that we might rank behind Him. It speaks in Chronicles (1 Chronicles 12: 23) of how David received fifty thousand men who could keep rank, and it tells us why they could keep rank. They were not of a double heart. Every one of this fifty thousand men loved David, and he was at the head of them. They kept rank. That is the secret, dear brethren, of being in fellowship. The secret of being in fellowship is that we have not two hearts  one heart to love Christ, and the other heart to seek our own will  and so it says they kept rank, every one of them. 

    Now this passage in Colossians indicates that we have a place. While the Lord Jesus Christ has the first place it implies that we have got a place. I would like to show that in everything that has to do with God and His interests that we have the privilege to have part in, the Lord Jesus Christ, as Man, takes the lead there. He steps into the front; He is first. 

    The first thing I would speak of is what is general. Every creature of God can have part in one thing. There is one thing true for everything, and that is, it is open to all to serve God. The inanimate creation serves Him. David says: The heavens declare the glory of God. 

    Anyone who has any experience with God knows that everything was made to serve God, and so it is open, dear brethren, for us to serve God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, as man, steps into the front rank. He steps out right ahead of everybody, and He has the pre-eminence. 

    It is only said of Him, Behold My Servant. (Isaiah 42: 1.) God says from Heaven, through the prophet Isaiah, ‘Just look at My Servant. That is the secret, dear brethren, of all service for God  Behold My Servant. What a Servant He was. The apostles are greatly impressed by it. In their prayer they speak of Thy holy Servant, Jesus. Oh, what a sense they had in their hearts of how He was down here ministering to the will of God. That service was no legal service. He said, Oh, how I love Thy law, and in it I meditate day and night. I delight, says the Lord Jesus, to do Thy will, O My God; yea. Thy law is within My heart. So the Lord Jesus trod this world as Gods Servant, serving Him from the heart, serving Him, dear brethren, even to death, as we see in the Garden. The Lord Jesus says, Not My will. Not My will! He says, ‘I love My Master, I love Him. In becoming man the Lord Jesus took the servants place. Taking a bondmans form, Scripture says; and in that place how He served! He says, I love My Master, and He served God right into death itself, doing His will. He was obedient, as says the Word, Obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Untiring in His ministrations all through His journey. Serving, too. His own. He says to them, I (your Lord and Master) am among you as One that serves. How He served them in stooping down to wash their feet. Serving them, too, in every way; and now, dear brethren, He has gone up into Heaven and what is He doing there? Serving God there. It says, first of all, He was carried up into Heaven and sat on the right hand of God, and the disciples went everywhere, the Lord working with them, working still from there, still working as the blessed Servant of God, and He is going on with that service until He has put down all rule and authority. When everything that lifts itself up against God is dealt with by Gods Servant what does He say then? ‘I will serve Him for ever. When that eternal day comes, right at the commencement of it, this is what is said, The Son Himself will become subject (the servants place) will become subject to Him Who has put all things in subjection to Him, that God may be all in all. 

    Now, dear brethren we are to rank behind that glorious Servant. Whatever branch of Service we may look at, He is the Servant Who is in the lead, He has got the first place. 

    We cannot serve  our service will not be worth anything  until we come behind Him. 

    One thinks of Mark in that way. Mark, you know, was converted  a young man just converted  and there sprang up in his soul a desire to serve the Lord. At that time Barnabas and Paul were about, and doubtless under the influence of Barnabas, Mark decided to go with them. What a thing it would be, no doubt he thought, to go out preaching the Gospel in the Company of Barnabas and Paul. How he would be able to come back, no doubt, with laurels. How he would be able to speak of exploits. All these things would be in the heart of a young man; and so, under the influence of Barnabas  under natural influences, not spiritual  he goes out to preach the Gospel with Paul and Barnabas, and serve. It says they had John as their minister  or their servant  but Mark had not any idea of what was involved in service, as we shall see. 

    They sailed to Cyprus, and they went across also to Salamis, and they came to Paphos, and there at Paphos they are met by a sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, an enemy of all righteousness, a child of the devil. Mark had not reckoned on that  all the subtle resources of the evil one arrayed against them  he had not reckoned on that. After that, it says that Paul went to Perga, in Pamphylia. One can understand Mark saying, Paul, have a rest; this is terrible  place after place, activity, conflict, service all the time, and he gets as far as Perga, in Pamphylia, and he goes back. Poor Mark! Through natural influences he had taken service of a public character before he was ready for it. 

    He goes back discouraged and having failed. No laurels! No conversions! There he is, and Barnabas afterwards says, We will take him again. No, says Paul. He did not think it good to take him who went back from the work. Paul says, We will not take him, and they separated about that. 

    What of Mark? There is Mark, feeling his failure and discouraged. He had not read Isaiah. He had not read that forty-second chapter: Behold My servant whom I uphold, Mine elect in whom My soul delighteth. He shall not fail or be discouraged, till He have set judgment in the earth, the isles shall wait for His law. The Spirit of God directed the heart of Mark to these Scriptures, and as he thought of Gods Servant, the Lord Jesus, as He trod that wonderful pathway of service, the fire burned, his heart burned within him, and his heart moved out towards that blessed Servant. Step by step he followed His path, and the spirit of God came behind his pen and he wrote the Gospel of Mark. He wrote about the pathway of service, the like of which there never was, and he did not write historically  he wrote it from his heart. It was his delight to think of such a Servant as that, and later on, probably when Paul had read that Gospel, after Mark had had long years of meditating upon the pathway of the service of Jesus. Paul says to Timothy, Bring Mark, for he is profitable to me for the ministry. A man who appreciated Christ like that will do  he will bring profit to the ministry; he will bring not profit to himself, but profit to the ministry. That is the secret, dear brethren, of any service that is of any account in the sight of God, and so one would like to leave that point there. All service of any kind has only value and power as it is done under the hand of Gods Servant. 

    Now I would like to divide up the service of God in a few ways in detail. 

    There is one way in which we can serve  that is, as in the character of shepherds. That is one form of service. 

    If you were to read through from Abel onward, you would find that nearly all the great servants of God began there. They began their service as shepherds. Abel is the first. It says Abel was a keeper of sheep, and so it is right through. Amos says, I was no prophet; God took me from following the sheep. They all began there. David began there. Moses began there. Abraham began there. Thy servants, they say, are shepherds, both we and our fathers. One would like to commend that service to us all, but it can never be taken up unless it is taken up under the influence of the Chief Shepherd  the Chief Shepherd, the Shepherd that is right in the front, the Shepherd that leads all other shepherds. That is how Peter speaks. Peter says, When the Chief Shepherd shall appear. Ah! Peters heart was moved. These things in Scripture, dear brethren, are not simply dry statements of fact; behind them is the heart of Peter. Peter, speaking about shepherds, says, When the Chief Shepherd. What remembrances that would bring up in the heart of Peter. How he would think of the Lord Jesus here on earth as that Good Shepherd. How he would think of His activities of a shepherd character, how he would think of Him taking the lambs in His bosom. His mind would go back, and he would think how the Lord folded the lambs gently in His bosom. How he would think, too, of the occasion when they came out to take the Lord, and in a true shepherd character He stood in front of the sheep, and He said, If ye seek Me let these go their way. How he would think before that of a multitude of sheep that were gathered together  five thousand, besides women and children  and the Lord, with a shepherds heart, had compassion on the sheep not having a shepherd, and He says in effect  I will be their Shepherd. Micah prophesies, He shall stand and feed in the strength of Jehovah, and the Lord Jesus stood there and fed them. All this Peter has in his heart. 

    Then he would think of how after the Lord Jesus came up from the dead He sent that message, Go tell My disciples and Peter. Ah! Peters heart was moved. Go tell My disciples and Peter. Peter was a sheep that was going astray. He says, We were as sheep going astray, but are returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. How the Lord came after Peter again. He said, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon. How Peter would think of that interview when the Lord showed him what a true shepherd was. Then He said to Peter, Now, Peter, you be a shepherd; you feed My lambs. Peter; feed My sheep, shepherd My sheep. 

    All Peters shepherd activities sprang from his knowledge and appreciation of the Chief Shepherd; and so it is, dear friends, today. Whatever shepherd work is undertaken that is of any value, is undertaken under the influence of the Chief Shepherd, and it is a most important service  never more important than today. 

    In the prophet Micah, after he had spoken of the Lord as a Shepherd that feeds His flock in the majesty of the Lord, we are told that, When the Assyrian shall come into our land 

    (that mighty scattering power that would break up the people of God) we will raise up against him seven shepherds and eight principal men. The prophet says when these mighty hordes of Assyrians, with their horses and chariots, come down to our land we will meet them with seven shepherds. That is not mans way, is it? That is Gods way. That is what we need, dear brethren, with the scattering influences of evil coming into our land. If, in our local gatherings, there is working the influence of the wolf that would scatter the sheep, let each heart say, We will raise up against him seven shepherds. That will meet it. The power of the wolf is met by the shepherd spirit, and so one would just like to leave that point there, with the Lord Jesus as the Chief Shepherd at the head of all shepherds, giving character to their service. 

    Now I would like to come to another service which is open to the saints, and that is the service of Levites. In the Book of Numbers you see this, that all the Levites were engaged carrying everything connected with the tabernacle system. It was their work to carry it. The Ark, the altars, the veil, the curtains, the rings, the taches, the pins. They were all listed. The Levites work and service was to carry all through the wilderness to the Land. How could they do it? How could such a service be properly cared for? The Spirit of God says, Eleazar, the son of Aaron, he shall be the chief of the chiefs of the Levites. The New Translation is, Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, he shall be the prince of the princes of the Levites. 

    Right ahead of all the other Levites there would stand the prince of the Levites, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. In everything, it says, He has the pre-eminence. So the Lord Jesus stands as the Prince of the princes of the Levites. We may be seeking in Gods grace and favour to do Levitical work, to carry the Lords interests through this wilderness scene. It may be a very small part given us to carry  it may be only a pin, only a ring, just that which will help to keep things down or bind things together, but most important things. We can never carry them unless under the influence of the Prince of Levites. How blessedly the Lord carried everything through this scene for God. Wherever there was anything that belonged to the tabernacle how carefully He picked it up and carried it right to the end. Take, for instance, Luke 7. There was in the house of Simon a little piece of brass that belonged to the tabernacle (manifest in the judgment of sin in the womans soul), and Simon the Pharisee (he was no Levite) would have got rid of that piece of brass. Not so the Lord. He picked it up and carried it. He says, ‘That is Mine. He covered it, He put His wing over it, He protected it. Later on, in the twelfth of John, there was the alabaster box of ointment that belonged to the tabernacle. Judas was not a Levite  he had not a single Levitical instinct in him. He would sell it. The Lord Jesus, the Prince of Levites, says, Let her alone. ‘I want that. Now, dear brethren, we cannot take up Levitical work of any description unless it is under the blessed influence of the Prince of Levites. He has the first place. If we are not behind Him we are not in place at all. If it is not done in His blessed spirit it is not done at all. 

    Now I would leave that and pass on to another sphere of, service that is open to all the people of God, and that is the service of priesthood. Perhaps someone says, Oh! I thought they were just a special class that were priests according to God. No, dear brethren, all the redeemed say, Thou hast made us kings and priests unto God and His Father. All saints are priests to take up the service of God, but we can never exercise priestly service rightly unless it is under the influence and direction of the One Who is called the Great High Priest. There is one Priest, dear brethren, stands out right in front of all the other priests, right in the lead. In everything, it says, having the first place, and so, if we are going to take up priestly service, how shall we do it unless it is under the influence of Christ, that Great High Priest, Who is over the House of God. What a Priest He is! 

    Priestly service has two distinct characters. One is from man to God, to draw near to God on behalf of man, to present those sacrifices in which He delights  that is one side of priesthood. Peter knew all about that. He says, A holy priesthood. That is the service of the priesthood towards God. Then the other part of priesthood is that the priest comes out from the presence of God, and he draws near to man. He does it in a dual capacity. On the one hand he carries to man the compassion of the heart of God. What marks a priest is that he has compassion on them that are ignorant and out of the way. The other feature is that his lips keep knowledge, and they seek the law at his mouth. Now the Lord Jesus Christ is that Great High Priest in both characters, the holy Priest and the royal Priest that Peter speaks of  a royal Priest towards men. The Gospel of John presents Christ as the holy Priest approaching God with the sacrifices: The Gospel of Luke presents Christ as the royal Priest coming out from God with the compassions of the heart of God for those who are ignorant and out of the way, and also as the One Whose lips: keep knowledge. How the Lord stands in the eleventh of John, and again in the seventeenth, as the Great High Priest in that holy character with the priestly garments of the twenty-eighth of Exodus  every one of them  on. The gold is there, the purple is there, the scarlet is there, and the fine twined linen ephod is there, the breastplate is there, and the shoulder pieces are there, on both of which are the names of all the people of God. The Lord stands there in full priestly garb. How clearly: we see those onyx stones and those shoulder pieces with all the names of the people of God on. 

    He says, Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also that shall believe on Me through their word. He draws near to God at the golden altar with the incense, and speaks to God in relation to His glory amongst His people, and His garments of fine linen come out very clearly. He says, I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do. How beautiful are the garments the Lord is wearing there, those garments of glory and beauty. One would commend the seventeenth of John to our hearts as illustrating what priestly garments are. On the other hand, how the Lord stands as the Royal Priest in Luke, everywhere bringing out the compassions of God towards man. Then they sat at His feet and heard His Word. That is Luke. He was there teaching men for God. Dear brethren, it is open to all the saints, to take up this service  to draw near to God with the sacrifices of praise continually  the fruit of our lips  giving thanks to His name, but it can only be done according to God under, the blessed influence of the Great High Priest. 

    It is open to us to draw near to man with the compassions of the heart of God, but it can only be done under the influence of that Royal Priest, that King that is a Priest upon the throne  that Royal Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ  and so He stands at the head of all the Priests as the Great High Priest, having in everything the pre-eminence. 

    Now just a few more words. There is another service that is open to all the saints, and that is the service of song. What a blessed service that is. That is one of the greatest of all. How shall we sing? Where shall we get the note from? Habakkuk is thinking about that. He has got a song in his heart. He says, Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and further on he says, There shall be no herd in the stalls. Though there is nothing that would make him outwardly happy, he says, Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. He has got a song, but he feels that he cannot, he is not adequate, to bring it to the heart of God, and so he says at once, To the Chief Singer on my stringed instruments. He hands that song that is in his heart over to the Chief Singer. That is the place of the Lord Jesus  at the head of all singers. All singing that reaches Gods ear reaches Him through the Chief Singer. It is led by Him; it is controlled by Him. It comes up to the ear of God from Him. You look over the headings of the Psalms and you will find that is the bearing of a good many of them. 

    David writes the Psalm  it is a song  and then hands it over to the Chief Musician  that is, Christ. He takes that song and renders it to the heart of God. Dear brethren, the Lord delights in that service. That is a service that is going on for ever. There are a great many songs to sing. One could not speak of them tonight, but the Lord leads them all. You remember when God laid the foundations of the earth it says, The morning stars sang together. They sang creations song, celebrating Gods greatness. When the Lord Jesus became man He takes the lead in that song, as He takes what the Creator gives in the loaves and fishes, and He lifts up His eyes and blesses. That is the song of creation. The Lord leads it. 

    We have all followed what the Lord started then, as the Chief Singer, and so with every song; He leads all the singing that goes up to Gods ear, and He is called the Sweet Psalmist, and He is going on with the singing, conducting the service of song until we come to the last two or three Psalms, and what a song it is! The Chief Singer calls upon the heavens to praise God. It says, Praise Him, ye heavens; praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all ye stars of light; and then He comes down and says Praise the Lord from the earth, fire and hail; snow and vapour, stormy winds fulfilling His word, mountains and all hills, fruitful trees, kings of the earth and all peoples, princes; and He goes on leading every part of the universe into song to God until he reaches the end of the one hundred and fiftieth Psalm, and the Psalms are finished. He says, Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. This is done under the hand of the Sweet Psalmist of Israel. He is the Chief Singer. 

    He says, In the midst of the Church will I sing praises to Thee. If we have part  and we can have part, and we do have part  it is under the influence and direction of the Chief Singer or the Chief Musician. 

    One delights to think of eternity, and what fills eternity is song. The whole universe, under the hand of Christ, is singing to God responses as they know them, and then it says God joins in it. It says, He will rest in His love, He will joy over them with singing. What a contrast to what is here. It says in Genesis that God looked down upon the earth and it grieved Him at His heart. Under the blessed hand of the Chief Singer the end is this, that everything is singing. God is singing, and the whole universe; under the hand of Christ, is singing. That is the thing that goes on for ever. 

    There is one more word I would like to leave, and I cannot say much about it. There is another service the greatest of all  that is open to every believer, and that is the service of Sonship, which, dear brethren, is infinitely great. Let My son go that he may serve Me, said God. There is a service connected with Sonship that the Lord Jesus gives us part in, but how one delights to come back to this  that in everything He has the first place, and so He is spoken of as the firstborn of many brethren. It speaks of being conformed to the image of His Son in order that He might be the firstborn of many brethren. The Firstborn of this family is in the lead. He stands at the head, but there are many others. What a word it is: Many brethren. The brethren of Christ are the sons of God, and they share His part and place and relationship to the Father, but they do so with the Lord Jesus as the Firstborn. That wonderful service to the heart of God is under the influence and direction of the Son of God. 

    It is a service that is connected with relationship. Go tell My brethren that I ascend unto My Father and your Father, to My God and your God. What God will get for ever is the service of sons. What marks sons is that they enjoy relationship with the Father, which implies the enjoyment of Divine affections on the one hand and intelligence as to the mind of God on the other. 

    The sons of God, in Scripture, always are intelligent and sympathetic in whatever God is doing, and they are able to minister to His heart  they joy in His love. That the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them. That is the love of Sonship. One can only say as to that, that the measure in which we enter into it is the measure in which we are under the direction and influence of the Son of God. The Lord Jesus Christ is the firstborn of many brethren. May the Lord grant to us all that we might be able to touch these wonderful, Divine, eternal realities, as having our hearts more and more brought into attachment to Christ. 

    The secret of Christianity is that Christ has His place in our hearts, and that He is waxing greater and greater. That keeps us, and that alone fits us to take up the service of God in any way whatever. 
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    COLOSSIANS 2 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 2:4-23

    ALMWhat was the immediate cause of the apostle writing this epistle? 

    CACIt appears from verses 4 and 8 that there was some danger threatening, an effort to take them away from Christ so that God might not any longer have His pleasure in them. 

    ALMThe great object of the Spirits work in us is that God might have pleasure in His people. 

    CACA good deal in the Colossians was very beautiful as far as it went. The apostle could speak in verse 5 of rejoicing and seeing your order. I suppose that would mean that they stood in the good of 1 Corinthians  that is the epistle of order. 

    ALMThe danger lay in the object of the enemy, which was to get them occupied with another object rather than Christ. 

    CACYes, it is necessary not only to receive Christ but to walk in Him. 

    ALMWhat does that mean? 

    CACReceiving the Christ is the commencement of an entirely new kind of movement. It is receiving the anointed Man, the Man who is pleasurable to God; and now the great thing is that all the movement among the saints should be in Him. If we made everything of what makes much of Christ, there would be no room left for the intrusion of what pertains to any other man. 

    QuesWhy is it the Christ? 

    CACI thought it was that they had received the Christ, not only the Saviour. They had received the Christ as the One in whom all Gods pleasure is centred: it is not only all blessing for themselves but all the pleasure of God is in the anointed One. 

    ALMAs therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord. We have come now to a new order of man, a new power and a new authority, everything complete in Him. It is not their eternal security, but the saints are put on the line of a new order of being down here. 

    CACThey were to continue on the line of the work of God. It had brought them to firm faith in Christ; they had been rooted in Christ, firmly fixed by the divine work in the truth of the Christ as the object of divine pleasure, and now they were not to be turned aside from that: they were to continue to walk in Him. The danger was that elements of philosophy, vain deceit, traditions of men and the elements of the world might be brought in. The enemy would tell them that there were wonderful things to be learnt besides Christ, and additional to Him; that Christ was all very well, but they must have room in their minds for other things; in that way he would rob them of Christ. 

    QuesHad they understood something of the church in the wilderness and now the apostle is seeking to show them the heavenly position? 

    CACYes, they were in the good of the two epistles to the Corinthians. The first is the epistle of assembly order in the wilderness; and in the second epistle the saints are looked at as firmly attached to Christ by divine power. The apostle says, I am ... rejoicing and seeing your order that is the first epistle  and the firmness of your faith in Christ, that is like the second epistle. Now the object of the Spirit of God in this epistle to the Colossians was to bring them to the truth of being risen with Christ, a new position with God. It is not a wilderness position but a position over Jordan. It is a wonderful thing to be not only rooted in Christ, but built up in Him; it is the proper gain of the assembly. Rooted is what has been done; it is the soul firmly fixed in Christ by the work of God; something like the firmly attached to Christ of 2 Corinthians 1: 21, New Translation note. Then there is the being built up in Him  a present or continuous thing. That is the normal gain of saints as in divine order, and as having faith in Christ. Our meetings, our intercourse, our reading, our prayers, all further a continuous building up in Christ, and thus we are confirmed in the faith, so that souls are firm in what they have been taught, and there is abounding thanksgiving. When thanksgiving fails, the enemy gets his chance. When you see the saints with miserable faces, and full of complaints, you may depend that God is not getting much in the way of thanksgiving. 

    There is a continual acting of divine power and grace building up the saints in Christ: that is the Man we are to be built up in. It is not the man here, who is the Adam man, but the Man at the right hand of God. As built up in that Man we are prepared to be severed from the man here  that is in circumcision and baptism. There is circumcision, burial, resurrection and quickening  all in the light of Christ and being built up in Him; so we find we are entirely independent of the world and of every man that is in it. 

    ALMWould you say something about the corporate character of this epistle? 

    CACIt speaks of the saints as the body, that living organism in which every part is appreciative of Christ. There is a company of persons in this world, a great living organism, the product of divine work, and every one forming part of it appreciates and cherishes Christ. He is the object of desire to every one in the body. It is a corporate idea because every saint who has the Spirit forms part of the body. Christ is rejected by this world but there is a company by whom He is cherished and valued, and who have a true thought of Him the riches of the glory of this mystery ... which is Christ in you the hope of glory. That is the place Christ has, a place in the affections of the saints. 

    The danger is that the enemy may bring something in which would steal our hearts from Christ. It does not matter how good it is if it is not Christ. Whatever influence there may be of this kind is exposed in this one fact that it is not according to Christ. 

    ALMIf we look around we do not see much appreciation of Christ in believers. 

    CACI think there may be many believers in Jesus who have not received the Christ. The majority of converted people in the world have not received the Christ: they believe in Jesus, they know He died for them, and bore their sins, and trusting in His merits they believe they will go to heaven when they die; but receiving the Christ is another thing altogether. The saints in Colosse had Christ ministered to them as Gods anointed, the object of His pleasure: all Gods pleasure centred in that Man. No other man but Christ is of any value to God; the most religious man in this world, the best man, is a complete moral wreck. Christ is the Man of Gods delight, and if Christ has a place in the heart there is something for God: that is a delight to God, not what man is in himself. The body is made up of those who appreciate Christ, attach value to Him and make much of Him, and think nothing of any other man. The body is of Christ. There is a company of persons in this world by the powerful working of God who do think something, if not very adequately, of the preciousness and worthiness and sufficiency of Christ; and that company is the body. It is an immense thing to receive the Christ: it is another order of man altogether. Christ, the anointed Man, is the great contrast to Adam. We all know the kind of man Adam is; we have all derived from Adam. All the moral qualities of men of this world  the natural qualities, intelligence, ability  are derived from Adam, but that man has fallen and been rejected of God. Now there is another Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God who came into this world as a man: He has been to the cross, and has gone as the risen and glorified Man to the right hand of God. He is the object of Gods pleasure. God has made Him known and given hearts in this world to receive Him: many have received Him as the object of divine and eternal pleasure, and those who have received Him constitute His body. Now the great thing is to be built up continuously in Christ, and not to be diverted from Him by religious traditions, or any elements of this world. We are to be continually built up in Christ  that is the saints walking together in Christ. We walk together as christians that we may build each other up in Christ. I trust we are walking in Him tonight as we sit together over the word, and that there is a desire in every heart that we may think, and learn, and know more of Christ, and be built up in Him. If we are walking in Him tonight let us keep it up. We have to do our work at home or in the office or shop, but all the inward movements of our souls are connected with Christ, we walk in Him. 

    QuesWhy does it say, Jesus the Lord? 

    CACThat brings in lordship as well as headship; we need Him as Lord as well as Head. We have to take up everything here in the Lord; business and natural relationships are all to be taken up in the Lord; they are only carried out rightly as the Lord is before us. The great standard of conduct for this world is that we should all have the Lord before us and be in subjection to Him. If I have the Lord before me I have to be in subjection to His will. I have to be concerned that the way I do things is to stand the test of the Lords presence, for I am a servant under lordship. If not right in lordship, I shall not know much about headship. 

    We are tested in going on together as to whether we desire to make everything of Christ and to walk in Him. A thousand and one things can easily come in so that the object practically ceases to be Christ. 

    QuesIs the thought of being descriptive of Him in chapter 3? 

    CACYes, the order of it is that in chapter 1 Christ is in the saints; that means He has a place in their affections. Chapter 2 comes in as a warning against being diverted from Christ by some moral or religious influence which is not Christ. Chapter 3 brings us to being descriptive of Christ; the saints are to put on the beautiful features of Christ. They are looked at as dead and risen with Christ; they have put off the old and put on the new man, and they are to clothe themselves with the beautiful features of Christ for the pleasure of God. Then they become descriptive of Christ. It is all the result of divine operation; there would have been nobody here if there had not been divine operation. On this line saints can abound in thanksgiving: they become confirmed in faith and abound in thanksgiving (verse 7). There is a constant stream of thanksgiving to God because of Christ. 

    The Spirit hides Himself in this epistle behind His work. His work is to magnify Christ, to make everything of Christ. This epistle is full of Christ. 

    QuesWhat is holding the Head? 

    CACThe most essential thing in Christianity is to hold the Head. If we do not hold the Head we do not know anything about Christianity. 

    ALMHow is all this worked out practically? 

    CACThe first chapter brings before us the greatness of the Head; and holding the Head is to preserve a firm grasp of all Christ is as presented in this epistle. We have a firm grip on it, and constantly look up to Him with reverence and affection as the source of supply to the body. There is no source of supply to the body but the Head; He is the source of all nourishment and direction for the body. To hold the Head is to hold that in our affections all the time. Think of the statement here, For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. What a marvellous statement  all the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in a Man with a human body at the right hand of God! All the fulness of the Godhead is in that Man; nothing will ever be discovered about the Godhead through all eternity which is not expressed in that Man. What a wonderful Person to get before the soul! Think of all the blessedness of the Father, Son and Spirit, all that is adequate to set forth the Godhead  subsisting in that glorified Man in a body! It takes away from any vague thought of a spirit  it is a Man with a body. 

    Then we are filled full in Him who is the Head. What can saints who are filled full in Him want from any other source! There is no knowledge of God outside Christ; there is no expression of God in His universe outside Christ  the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily. You cannot add anything on that line: there is no addition to Christ. On the other hand how are we set up in presence of the Godhead? Complete in him who is the head of all principality and authority. The Head is an infinitude of blessedness, and the saints as deriving from Him are filled full in Him. We have to learn that fulness; it is all there for our appropriation. It does not say He is Head merely for us, but Head of all principality and authority. There is not a dignity in the moral universe which will not derive everything from Christ; He is our Head. Gods universe is an ordered system; it is marked by rule, authority, and various dignities. All this is for the pleasure of God, and Christ is Head of all. The most exalted dignities in the universe will take character from Christ  all will have to draw their dignity and character from Christ. He is going to fill everything so that it will be fully for the pleasure of God. He is great enough to do it. It is striking that this aspect of His headship should be brought in here. It is to give the illimitable scope of His fulness as that in which the saints are filled full, and it is brought in to prepare us to accept circumcision  the complete cutting off of the flesh. No one will accept circumcision if he does not know what it is to be filled full in Christ. Circumcision means the putting off of the body of the flesh; that is, everything that belongs to me as a man in the flesh living in this world has to be put off not actually, but in mind and spirit. All has to be cut off that has been cut off in the death of Christ. It is very blessed to see that we come at it from the side of being filled full in Christ; if I have a sense of that I do not want a single thing connected with myself. If filled full in the glorious Man at Gods right hand, what do I want with the things belonging to a man down here, the wisdom and abilities of a man in the flesh? 

    ALMWe can sit at His feet and drink it in as Mary did. 

    CACYes, and we are welcome to it, it is for the whole church, and for the world if they would have it. The fulness of Christ is for everybody if they will have it. Whom we announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man ... that we may present every man perfect in Christ. That shows the scope of it; it is for every man. 

    RemAs to the order here, Gilgal is put first, but it was the other side of Jordan. 

    CACYes. We should have perhaps expected baptism to be put first, but Paul puts circumcision first and then burial with Christ in baptism. When we have learned that we can do without the flesh  that it is a hindrance and must be cut off, and that it has been cut off in the death of Christ, then we can enter into what it is to be buried with Him in baptism. It is that we go in mind out of the world as completely as if we were buried, in view of being raised with Him. I think we only get the full spiritual import of baptism in the light of circumcision. It is striking that not till the people were circumcised at Gilgal was the reproach of Egypt rolled off. It suggests they were not clear of Egypt till they were circumcised; and if so they had not entered into the import of being baptised to Moses in the Red Sea. When God brought His people out, what He had in mind was to bring them in. The Red Sea is what answers to baptism, and Jordan is connected with their going in. 

    In Romans baptism has to do with the new place which we take up in relation to this world; it is in view of being dead to sin and walking here in newness of life; we are to walk in a new kind of life morally in the old place. But in Colossians it is not that; it is in view of living with Christ in a new place as risen with Him. 

    It was when Israel got to Gilgal that the reproach of Egypt was rolled off. In circumcision they accepted the truth of baptism. The people had to follow the ark of the covenant over Jordan; it was a question of the attraction of the ark. 

    In Colossians it is a question of the attraction of Christ. We have received a Person who is so known and precious that we are prepared to follow Him in order to live with Him, and that is outside human life here altogether. Everything is to be taken up here in the light of Christ known in the heart. One gets a sense that everything I could boast in as man in the flesh has been cut off in the death of Christ. If we see that we are prepared to enter into what baptism is. As a matter of fact very few of us had any knowledge of what our baptism meant till long after we were baptised. We were baptised at the start but we have to come to it in mind, to realise that in our baptism we were buried with Christ. We are not actually buried, but we have to come to it in mind. If I come to that, my mind is not to live in this world, but to live morally and spiritually with Christ. He lives as a risen Man, God operated and raised Him from the dead, and we are raised with Him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. It is a question of faith. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 2 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 2:11-23

    QuesYou spoke last week of over Jordan referring to the forty days. Will you explain that? 

    CACI was referring to the forty days when the Lord was seen by His disciples as risen, before His ascension; it was not heaven but an entirely new sphere of life. 

    All this part of the chapter hangs on being complete in Him; it can only be taken up spiritually as we have the sense of being complete in Him. If we are filled full in Christ we are independent of everything that is not Christ. But then the Christ in whom we are complete is a Christ who is not alive in this world at all. He was once alive here, but His life here was terminated by death, and He has been raised by the working of God; it is in that One that we are as saints filled full. Being in the sense of that prepares one to accept circumcision, and to be really in the true value of baptism, and to come in faith to being raised with Christ. 

    RemIn the sense of being complete in Christ we can touch the truth of baptism. 

    CACI think so, in the Colossian sense. In Romans baptism does not quite suggest being raised with Christ; Christs resurrection is in view, but not ours. We shall be of his resurrection; we shall also live with him. It is all included, but viewed as in prospect rather than as present. But in Colossians baptism is regarded from the standpoint of being complete in Christ, and of being circumcised in Him. His death is seen as the circumcision of the Christ. In Romans we are buried with Him in order that we may be found living a new kind of life here. Walking in newness of life is a new kind of life, not a new sphere. Instead of doing ones own will one does Gods will  that is Romans. I hope we understand a little of that: we have all heard of the little servant maid who knew she was converted because she swept under the mats; now that is a new kind of life. But in Colossians what is in view is a new sphere of life, and it is the privilege of the saints to live in that new sphere for the pleasure of God. We have to reach that sphere spiritually, and to leave behind everything connected with what we are as alive in this world. If the saints are filled full in a Man who is no longer alive in the world they do not need to carry with them into Gods presence one jot or tittle that is connected with them as alive in the world. They can dispense with it all as being without value. If I were the best man alive in the world, or if I had the purest genealogy from the most distinguished or august ancestors, if I had royal blood in my veins, or could claim the pedigree of a Saul of Tarsus, of what value is it if I am filled full in a risen and glorified Christ? It is only, at best, a useless encumbrance; however good it might be, or desirable, if measured by human standards, it is absolutely without value to me. I am independent of it; I can do without it. To retain it would be only to retain a competitor or a rival to Christ. I am willing to be circumcised, though it involves suffering in the flesh, because it is in Him that I am circumcised, and in His circumcision. It is a positive relief and satisfaction to see it all go in the death of Christ, because until it is gone the reproach of Egypt is not rolled away. Until that moment is reached there is an element left in the soul of being alive in the world. 

    When we speak of circumcision we are not referring to anything outward such as conduct before men, but to something which is true inwardly in the heart and spirit  something under the eye of God (see Romans 2: 28, 29). You come to it in your spirit; circumcision is of the heart and spirit. The only One  Christ  who had a title to live on earth has gone into death. There was a most wonderful circumcision in His death. The only Person who had a title to live is dead  that is the circumcision of Christ. The body of the flesh has been cut off in His death. When that is apprehended in our spirits we are glad to be severed from things we might have boasted in, and which would have given credit or place to us as alive in the world. Till we come to circumcision we have not done with Egypt. No one has done with Egypt till he is circumcised. The children of Israel had been forty years in the wilderness under divine education with all kinds of discipline, but they had not known circumcision; and they had not done with Egypt till they came to Gilgal. The reproach of Egypt hung about them until then, and it hangs about a good many of us! Even after reaching Gilgal we have continually to return there the camp was there; it is the place of power for victory and for taking possession. 

    QuesWhy is the Head of all principality and power brought in here? 

    CACIt is to show the wonderful character and greatness of the Person in whom we are complete. He is not only Head of the assembly but of all principality and power. He is so great that every position of dignity in the universe of God will be filled out of Him. There is not a dignity or splendour in Gods universe that will not draw its dignity and blessedness out of Christ: and we are filled full in Him! It is just the simple truth of christianity, and we have to come to it and learn what it means. C.H.M. once illustrated it by a boy being sent to school with a box in which everything was put that he could possibly want until he came home again. If he wanted a pencil it was in the box; it he wanted a book, it was there; or an article of clothing, or anything, he had only to look in the box. It might take him all the term to learn what was in the box, but it was all there for him. Thus everything the saints can ever need or desire, in regard to spiritual needs and relation to God, is all there in Christ. We are complete, filled full in Christ. It will take all eternity to learn what is in Christ. 

    It has often been pointed out what serious error has got into the text in verse 11 by the word sins being put in; it is not sins but the man, the body of the flesh, that is put off; the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ. The exercise of Gilgal needs to be maintained in the soul; we never reach a point when we do not need to keep up the character of Gilgal. Here it is in view of a new sphere of life, being raised with Christ. Faith comes in in connection with that; we are raised with Christ by faith. 

    QuesHow do you connect faith with the operation of God in raising Christ from the dead? 

    CACI thought it was the souls apprehension of the sphere and character of the working of God. The sphere where God is operating is the sphere of resurrection; the soul has to come to the apprehension of it. It is the mind of God for all the saints to be risen with Christ, just as much as it is His mind for them to be justified. In Romans faith is connected with justification  faith in God as having raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead. But in Colossians faith is in the working of God; He is working in the sphere of resurrection, and that takes one entirely outside all connected with life in this world. He has raised Christ from the dead, and everyone who has the faith of that working is raised with Christ. 

    QuesIs it the soul accepting that Christ is raised? 

    CACThere is a little more than that in it: the fact of God having raised Christ would be assented to by all orthodox Christendom. I suppose all believers would accept the fact; but it is different to get the faith of the working of God, to see the character of divine working. Christs life in this world terminated by His death. He has been buried, and He will never live in the world again. But there has been a wonderful working of God; He has raised Christ from among the dead. If we have the faith of that working we apprehend the will of God that we should be raised with Him. If we are filled full in Him we are prepared to disappear from the place from which He has disappeared, but then it is in view of appearing where He appears by the working of God. We apprehend that the working of God is outside the whole course of this world; it is known to us in the raising of Christ. Every one who has the faith of it is raised with Him. It is not merely assenting to it as a fact, but there is faith of the working of God; the soul is really with God as to the sphere of His working. If you have the faith of that working it does not leave you as one alive in the world, or even as dead and buried as to the world; it gives you the divine light of being raised with Him. This is the will of God for all saints. 

    As faith grows exceedingly it moves from Roman faith to Colossian faith  a distinct move. It is one thing to see that God has raised Jesus our Lord from the dead for our justification. A risen Man is my righteousness, and therefore I have peace with God; that is Roman faith. But Colossian faith goes further; it apprehends the character of divine working in view of Gods pleasure. Gods pleasure is found in a Man who is risen from the dead, and in the saints as risen with Him. That is the platform on which the pleasure of God places us; we have to come to it in faith, but it is there to come to. We do not touch Christianity in its proper character till we come to that. 

    By faith we are raised with Christ, but then in verse 13 quickening power is spoken of. We have saints not only raised, but quickened. Capacity depends on quickening. There is a mighty operation of God by divine power in the saints that enables them to live in their affections with Christ. To be risen with Christ is a question of faith, but quickening together with Him is what God has done. He has made the saints to live, and live together with Christ. There is a company of persons who have been made to live with Christ, so that their thought of life is all bound up with Christ. The working of God in raising Christ from the dead can be apprehended by faith; but quickening is a divine operation in saints, it is not a question of faith; we are quickened by the mighty power of God. Quickening is spoken of in Scripture in connection with a resurrection order of life. Where resurrection and quickening are spoken of together, resurrection is always first and then quickening. The reason for that is that resurrection is connected with what we are brought out of, but quickening is in relation to what we are introduced into. Resurrection brings me out of death, but quickening enables me to live in all that is new. 

    QuesIs quickening different in Ephesians? 

    CACThere is this difference. In Ephesians the whole thing is looked at in its completeness; it is the complete work of God there. In chapter 1 we have the purpose of God; and in chapter 2 the mighty working of God by which He carries out His purpose. Quickening there is in view of the full result of divine power  saints being made to live in spirit with Christ in heaven. They will be made to live there actually. The truth is looked at in its completeness without dwelling on detail. 

    QuesWhat about the quickening in Psalm 119? 

    CACThere it is a people so quickened that the law can be written in their hearts and they can fulfil responsibility; we need quickening for that. They feel the need for it as the law, commandments, statutes, ordinances, judgments and testimony come before them. They take up one thing and another, and pray to be quickened that they may answer truly to the law and the ordinances. Israel will answer to it all livingly when the dry bones come together, and the Spirit of the Lord puts life into them. They will be quickened; and when quickened they can take up all the commandments and answer to them perfectly, and fulfil their responsibility. They will be a quickened company on earth. Colossians is a quickened company to live on the platform of resurrection with Christ, and Ephesians is a quickened company for the full height of the heavenly position. 

    We get all three aspects of quickening in John 5. In the beginning of the chapter the man had been thirty-eight years lying by the pool and someone always got in before him  the Lord raises him up and he carries his bed. It is a figure of moral quickening  power to carry out the will of God in practical life here. This answers to Romans. Then the Father raises and the Son quickens: that is rather spiritual quickening to live in a new sphere spiritually. Then finally there is actual quickening: all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth. In each case it is out of death  three aspects of quickening. 

    QuesWhat about the Lord breathing into His disciples? 

    CACThe Lord had in view a people who could be sent into the world in testimony; and it is in view of that He breathes into them  As the Father sent me forth, I also send you  Receive the Holy Spirit. They are made to live in relation to testimony. 

    As quickened we live in relation to Christ. We may have to do many things in this world, earn our living perhaps, and we have human and family relationships, but these are not the things which the saints live in: the spiritual life and affections of the saints are all bound up with Christ, and we enjoy it when we come together. We have nothing to speak of then but Christ, one Person before every heart; and those who are quickened can enjoy that. He has made us live together with Christ. If God has quickened us, it involves the leaving behind of all questions; our trespasses are forgiven, the handwriting of ordinances is blotted out, principalities and powers spoiled; there is a complete divine settlement of every question that could be raised in relation to what we were as alive in the world. 

    QuesIs that where the Supper comes in? 

    CACWe come together because we are under the power of the name of the One who is no longer here. I know no reason for coming together to break bread, but because we have received the Christ, and He is not here, we have come under the power of His name, and He has proposed to us to do a certain thing while He is absent. When we come together it is a scene of divine suggestion: everything helps to suggest Christ, the bread and cup and everything else. That is why we are so happy when we come together for the breaking of bread, because there is not a single suggestion brought before us of any person but Christ. I speak of course of the divine side. There is no self-judgment there; all that is settled before we come; everyone comes as self-judged. There is not a suggestion of any kind save of Christ. A people quickened are thoroughly at home where everything speaks of Christ. We gladly embrace the privilege of just looking at ourselves as subjects of the love of Christ. We need to be quickened in affections to enjoy such a circle. 

    These chapters are not to be hurried over; they contain the essence of christianity in its spiritual power. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 2 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 2:16-23

    CACIt is important to see that God has dealt with all the things which might have hindered His saints from being in spiritual liberty as quickened together with Christ. Faith occupies itself with the actings of God. I am referring to the close of the paragraph preceding that just read; offences forgiven, handwriting in ordinances effaced, principalities spoiled. God has dealt with these things; they do not remain to be dealt with. Faith recognises what God has done. These are great divine facts as to the saints: all offences are forgiven, every obligation of the law met, and all evil powers have been dealt with. Otherwise the saints would not be able to enjoy their place of association with Christ as quickened with Him. 

    QuesIs being dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world previous to being raised with Christ? 

    CACI think If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world refers to a position which the saints have taken up: it answers to the stones being put in Jordan. 

    QuesWould the principalities and authorities be the powers of darkness? 

    CACYes, I think it refers to evil powers that have had to say to man. No evil power has any claim or standing now; on the contrary those powers have been fully exposed, and Gods complete triumph has been made manifest. 

    QuesDoes it embrace the whole power of Satan? 

    CACYes, all the powers of the invisible world which have become active in hostility to God and to His pleasure. The reason why the Spirit of God dwelt on this was that the Colossians were evidently in danger of being occupied with the powers of the invisible world; worshipping of angels and intruding into things which they had not seen; some men were occupied with imaginations as to the invisible world. To meet that the apostle shows that, as to principalities and authorities in their right place, Christ is head of all principality and authority, and as to evil powers all have been fully exposed in the cross, and Gods triumph secured. Therefore nothing can be gained by being occupied with the powers of the invisible world; it is only a diversion from Christ. 

    The cross was the place where every evil power came into manifestation through man. The wicked principalities and powers did not appear on the scene, but they were moving behind the scenes and using man as their instrument, and they made manifest their hostility to God. There was something more in connection with the cross, something far greater at work than the wickedness of man. It was an unheard-of thing that an innocent Man should be condemned by universal voice  a Man who had been doing good to man in every step of His pathway, and whose life was beautiful to God  such a Man to be rejected, cast away and crucified by the very creature He came to bless! There was something more there than the wickedness of man. Man was the dupe and tool and expression of it, but tremendous powers were working there  all the evil powers of the invisible world  and they were exposed, their true character came to light. They were opposed to everything that was good and blessed for man; their character was manifested morally so as to deliver men from them. In Psalm 2 we see that the kings of the earth and the princes set themselves against Jehovahs anointed to cast off the authority of God. But man is not really an independent actor; he is the agent and tool of tremendous powers of evil which were exposed and shown in their true character at the cross, as opposed to all that is good and righteous and holy. God in a marvellous way has got the victory over them, and Christ is Head of all good principalities and powers. The Spirit of God is to show that Christ is supreme over all the powers of good and evil, so it is worthless for man to worship angels, and to be occupied with the mysterious powers in the invisible world. Christ has had to say to all these powers: He had to say to the evil powers at the cross and triumphed over them, and as to the good powers He is Head of them all. So if we have Christ before us, we have the supreme One; we do not need to be occupied with what is adverse or what is subordinate. 

    QuesWhat is the handwriting of ordinances? 

    CACThe handwriting of ordinances was a serious matter against man. It condemned him and brought him in as subject to the judgment of God, but it has been nailed to the cross, the extreme penalty has been suffered, the condemnation borne by Christ. So the handwriting no longer stands against the saints; it has been removed out of the way. He has been made a curse for us, and thus the condemnation which attached to those under the law has been nailed to the cross. Christ has come in grace under the penalty of a broken law; its full condemnation has been borne; it is removed out of the way. God has dealt with everything: He has forgiven offences, taken away the handwriting of ordinances, and spoiled principalities and powers, so that nothing might hinder the saints from being raised with Christ by faith, and quickened with Christ by the power of God. God has Himself cleared the ground, and it is our privilege to be occupied with the actings of God. 

    QuesAre there not powers that are ordained of God? 

    CACYes, that refers to a different sort of power. There are powers which are ordained of God in connection with the government of this world. We must be subject to them, acknowledging them as ordained of God. We are very dependent on these powers, and own Gods goodness in them  that is why we pray for them every day! 

    This epistle is not so much occupied with what is done for us as with what is done for the pleasure of God. The point is that all these things have been dealt with so that the saints might be free to live in their affections in association with Christ according to the pleasure of God. The ground has been cleared that Christ may fill it. 

    QuesWhat does verse 17 mean, the body is of Christ? 

    CACI think there is intentionally a twofold meaning or bearing. There is the thought that these things are a shadow, and the substance is Christ; and there is also the thought in it, which is alluded to more than once in this epistle, that the body is of Christ. There is such a thing now in existence as the body  that living organism in which the pleasure of God is found  and it is of Christ. Both these thoughts are wrapped up in that sentence. The spiritual import of the Jewish things mentioned is to be considered  meat, drink, feasts, new moon, sabbaths  all prefigured Christ, He was the substance of all. These things will all have their place in a coming day in relation to Christ; they will be taken up in the millennium, 

    but they will be discerned by faith as standing in relation to Christ. We discern them now as shadows of Christ: but if people tell us we must observe this day, or that, we refuse, because we have to do with the substance  Christ. Those were shadows, but divine value lies in the substance, and that is Christ. 

    RemThe apostle has headship in view. 

    CACYes. He wants to bring the saints to see the greatness of the Head as the source of supply, so that having the Head they might be independent of everything, whether Jewish elements, the philosophy of the heathen world, or imaginations as to unseen things. It is very establishing to see that everything, other than Christ, which is in the thoughts of man is valueless, however estimable it may be in mans account, because the body is of Christ. There is nothing in the body that does not come from Christ. 

    A man may be puffed up while grovelling on his face in the dust. One has heard of people doing penance by licking a big cross in the dust of the floor. It seems a very humble thing to do, but all the time a man is doing it he is vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh; such a thing satisfies the flesh, but there is no true gain in it. Not in a certain honour  all it does is to satisfy the flesh. It is striking that humility of a fleshly character is spoken of here, in verses 18 and 23. 

    There have been two great church revivals going on during the last hundred years. Puseyism began just about the same time as the Spirit of God revived the truth of the headship of Christ; Puseyism was a reviving of the synagogue of Satan which comes into view alongside Philadelphia. Philadelphia represents spiritual movement, and alongside that movement in connection with Christ as Head, there has been an imitation church revival which has resulted in what is known as the High Church movement  a revival of sacraments, ordinances, and ceremonies, external things without spiritual vitality. An imitation has some resemblance to what is true; otherwise it would not succeed at all in deceiving people. 

    The Spirit of God has been calling attention to the body, the living organism which actually exists by Gods grace and power, and to the fact that Christ is the life of it, and everything in it is of Christ; there is no dead material in the body. But alongside of the body there is an imitation where people are occupied with what is traditional and ceremonial; it is of man in the flesh and suited to man as in the flesh; it is really the synagogue of Satan. It is solemn to think that a man may deny himself very strictly; he may refuse to eat or drink, and cut himself off from many things which others go in for: he may take what seems to be a humble place, but it may all be his own will, and a puffing up of the mind of the flesh. Sad to say, people often think more highly of all such things than they do of what is spiritual, because they make something of the flesh, but God and His Spirit make everything of Christ. It is strange how these things get mixed up sometimes with real faith, and even true christians get drawn into them. 

    QuesWould you give us a word on holding the Head? 

    CACTo hold fast the Head would be corrective of every form of departure, and a source of gain and building up. It means a tenacious holding of Christ as the only source of supply and direction for His body. It is a personal holding fast; it is not simply that we accept the doctrine of it. I am sure we all hold as doctrine that Christ is Head, but it is another thing for us to personally hold fast the Head and give Him His place in our affections, so that we do not look to any other source of supply. It is a vital thing. Mr. Stoney used to say that holding the Head was as if we all had our own heads cut off, and instead of them we all had only one Head, one source of supply and direction. How marvellously we should move together! If those here tonight had their heads cut off, and we all had Christ for our Head, we should move in perfect unity; Christ would become the source of feeling, impulse, direction and supply for everyone. We should move together without hitches or jars. The secret of all troubles, difficulties and want of agreement is that we are not holding the Head, but are using our own heads and human judgment. The saying of the world is So many men, so many minds, but in the church it should be, So many men but one mind. 

    Holding the Head means the refusal of every thought or feeling that has its origin in our own minds. If I have a feeling, an impression, or source of movement from my own mind it must be wrong. The only movements that are right are those which originate with Christ. It means personal self-judgment and refusal of ones own mind; and that is often a struggle. I hope we have all known what it is to get into the Lords presence, and say, If this thought came out of my mind, then help me to judge it, and give me instead what is in Thy mind. When you have connected your own importance with a certain course of action, the giving it up costs you something; it is a real test, and nothing but the living influence of Christ can help you to do it, to give up what you would naturally be bound up with and to move instead with the mind of Christ. The apostle says, We have the mind of Christ. I do not know that I could quite say that, but the apostles could, because they were men who were holding fast the Head; they refused their own thoughts and impressions and got all from Christ. 

    If we held fast the Head wonderful grace would come in to nourish the body: we should all take our places as joints and bands. In this epistle the only things mentioned as acting in the body are things quite out of sight; not prominent members, but hidden joints and bands. When we are prepared to be joints and bands things will work very smoothly! There will be nothing then but the grace of Christ manifesting itself through us for the good of others; there will be a drawing together, and nourishment ministered. We shall never be knit together in the flesh; we are only really knit together as we come under the influence of the Head. If we were all set on following Christ we should not all have the same intelligence or discernment, but all would move the same way; we should keep rank and in that way we should move together. Every brother or sister  for a sister can be a joint and band  would become a medium of supply, and would help to draw the saints together in the appreciation of Christ. It is a real exercise to be in the activities of the body, and to hold the Head. 

    The body increases with the increase of God; this would suggest that everything is in beautiful divine proportion. It is what we find in the city; it lies four-square, all in perfect proportion. A great many of our exercises arise from things being out of proportion. The body is looked at as increasing, not as having reached finality. It is growing, something more of what is divine being continually found in it. It is well to keep in mind that everything which comes from the Head is for the whole body: that would save us from sectarianism. The church will come out in the value of everything that has been gained; and though only gained in a practical way now by few, yet it is given for the whole body, and the church will come out in the day of display in the value of it. If I get spiritual increase, a fuller and more just appreciation of Christ, 

    something has been gained that pertains to the whole body, and the church will come out in the value of it in the day of display. 

    QuesIs the body in Ephesians 4 rather different? 

    CACWhat you get here is the internal activity of the body. In Ephesians 4 we have gifts which act on the part of Christ towards the body, but joints and bands are inward parts of the body, they are internal. A joint of supply is not a gift. Ephesians 4: 16 is all the members co-ordinated and co-operating so that every one becomes a joint of supply. The youngest of us ought to covet to be a joint of supply. Someone may say, I cannot contribute anything. That is not the point. Have you the sense that Christ can contribute? To have a profound sense of what Christ can contribute will make us joints of supply. Christ is looking for those He can use; He loves the assembly, and is seeking to manifest Himself to it. He is ready to use the feeblest and youngest of us if we place ourselves at His disposal; we have only to get a sense of what Christ can do. To each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ. What a wonderful thing! Who can measure the giving of the Christ? It is the same word as the giving of God in John 4. If we only knew what a beneficent source God is and Christ is! He is the beneficent source of all grace, and every one of us can have it. 

    The object of gifts is to make us independent of them, so that, if we really got the spiritual gain of them, we should not need them any longer. Gifts are exercised till we all arrive ... at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ. When we reach that point we shall not need gifts any longer. We are independent of gifts in the morning meeting: what has place there is the activity of the divine nature under the direction of the Head. Of course, if a gift is present it is quite possible the Lord may use it, but it is more a question of the divine nature in activity in each one, and the Head giving impulse so that things move on the line of family affections. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 2 AND 3 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 2:20-23; Colossians 3:1-11

    CACThe fact that Paul speaks of the Colossians as having died with Christ seems to suggest that they had taken up that ground  If ye have died with Christ, chapter 2: 20. 

    It is a ground that christians have to take up; it is not a mere statement of doctrine. It would answer to what Joshua did when he put twelve stones in the bed of Jordan where the ark had been: it is rather striking that there was no command from God as to these twelve stones being put in Jordan, but Joshua did it. There was a command about twelve stones being taken out of Jordan and being set up at Gilgal, but none as to stones being put in Jordan. This seems to suggest that it is something that has a typical reference to what the saints do under spiritual leading. It is as the result of spiritual leading that the saints take the ground of having died with Christ. Then the stones are there to this day; they were put in the bed of Jordan and never taken out. That suggests that if christians have been spiritually led to take the ground of having died with Christ, it is never to be gone back from. All christian life depends on this: it is not exactly a matter of faith but of spiritual leading. 

    QuesWho is the spiritual leader? 

    CACJoshua is a figure of Christ as the spiritual leader of His saints; we have to come under the leading of Christ. If as believers we surrender ourselves to the influence and leading of Christ, we shall be brought to see that Christ has died, and to take up the ground of having died with Christ. It is not a matter of doctrine, but what the saints are brought to by spiritual leading. It is something we do not come to at the outset of our career; we do not come to baptism in the Colossian sense at the outset. The question is, Have many of us come to it at all? We should not be free to seek the things above, or to set our minds on those things, if we have not taken the place of having died with Christ from the elements of the world. If I have been spiritually led by Christ, what do I want with the elements of the world? Being under ordinances, taking the pledge, etc., will not do me any good if I have died with Christ. Of course we have not actually died; it is what we come to in mind. If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as if alive in the world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances? Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch. Such things have nothing to do with the christian because they all apply to man as alive in the world, and make something of him as a man to be corrected, restrained, improved, even through harsh treatment of the body. Actually we are living as men and women in the world, but how do we take account of ourselves spiritually? As under spiritual leading we have died with Christ from the elements of the world. If a man has died no one would think of correcting or improving him; that is all done with if he is dead. If you could draw up the most excellent and most perfect set of ordinances which set forth exactly what a man ought to be, what is the value of it in its application to a dead man? If one is dead with Christ, the improvement of man in the flesh and the world are absolutely valueless; a thousand things which believers are occupied with are set aside at one stroke. 

    The stones taken out of Jordan represent the whole of the people as having come out of death with Christ  we are risen with Christ through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. But then we have to be spiritually led to take up the ground of being dead with Christ; we have to come to it spiritually each one for himself. No amount of teaching could bring people to take that ground. Do we know Christ as answering to Joshua, the spiritual Leader? It is not lordship. Moses was the type of Christ as Lord, but Joshua was the type of Christ as Leader. 

    The stones were put where the ark of the covenant had stood in the midst of Jordan. It is marvellous for us to consider that Christ has been in the place of death. That wonderful Person, who has been magnified before our eyes in chapter 1 of this epistle, has been in death for us. It moves our affections profoundly to consider that glorious Man, that divine Person, as having been in the place of death. 

    QuesDo the stones left in Jordan mean that we should carry always the stamp of death? 

    CACSaints are brought under spiritual leading to take that place in their minds and affections; they have died with Christ so the elements of the world have nothing more to do with them. It might be said to me that I ought to take the pledge. That is all right for a man living in this world, but that is where I, as a christian, am not. There are many things very nice for the improvement and correction of a man alive in the world, but a christian does not so regard himself; he accounts himself as having died with Christ, so ordinances do not apply to him. There could be no thought of trying to improve or correct oneself by harsh treatment of the body; that could not apply to those dead with Christ. 

    It is as Christ is established in our affections that we take up the position of being dead with Him. We do not want morally the place where He has died; if we love Him and know His love we do not want to live where He has died. It is christian privilege to take up in mind and spirit the position of having died with Christ: it is a question of the true nature of christianity, and it is wholly unknown in the religious world. The position is a puzzle to the natural mind, and inexplicable to reason. Christ has actually died and risen, and as led by Him we can take the ground of having died with Him from the elements of the world, so that in heart and mind we are outside the range of ordinances. 

    RemIt is the true sphere of life for the christian. 

    CACThe simple fact is that Christ is our life. It is said plainly in verse 4 of chapter 3: When the Christ is manifested who is our life. 

    BIs it the same as living on account of Him in John 6? 

    CACIt is in appropriating Christ as the living One, and as He becomes spiritually life to us, that we know anything of this. The truth of Christs headship underlies the whole of Johns gospel; He is the source of everything. If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above, where the Christ is sitting at the right hand of God have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth. We need to ponder the gospel of John to get an idea of the things above, the gospel leads us to the thought of life  that believing ye might have life in his name, John 20: 31. 

    QuesWhat is the difference in the thought of death and resurrection in Romans and here? 

    CACOne is in view of righteousness and the other in view of life. 

    RemIt says He was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father. 

    CACThat is in view of a new kind of life morally here in the place where we lived the old life; where we were bondmen of sin we have become bondmen to God and to righteousness. But that is not the life in the Colossian sense: there it is a risen and heavenly Christ who is the life of the believer, and it is hidden with Christ in God. You cannot show it to anybody. It is important that we should be set right in the place where we were all wrong, but it is in the mind of God to give us another kind of life connected with heaven. Romans answers to the children of Israel in the wilderness, and Colossians to the children of Israel over Jordan: it is another stage of spiritual life and progress. 

    QuesWhat is the meaning of Christ sitting at the right hand of God? 

    CACEverything turns on the place where Christ is. If He had a place on earth, that would be the place for us, but if He is sitting at the right hand of God, that is the centre of interest for the saints. It is a question of where the life of the saints is. In chapter 3 the saints have come to regard themselves as dead and risen. If I have, my outlook is on things above. 

    LWhat is involved in, Have your mind on the things that are above? 

    CACIt is what is before you. We know what it is in the world. We sought certain things and had our mind on them, and they constituted our life. Every person in the world has something which is life to him and which he sets his mind on; it may be place, wealth, glory, or self-gratification in some form; but there is something he sets his mind on. In contrast to that the christian seeks the things above and sets his mind on them. We have come into line with what God has cherished in His heart and mind for us. The mind is controlled by the object. Practically it comes to this  just as the world is everything to the worldling so is Christ everything to the christian. The world is the life of a worldling; take the world away from him and you take his life. He would say, If you take away the world and all its things, I have nothing left. But a christian is perfectly independent of the world and all in it because Christ is his life. 

    QuesDoes Mary at the grave illustrate that? 

    CACYes, it is just that. When Christ had gone, everything had gone out of this world for her. He was practically the life of her heart and affections. It is all foolishness to the natural man. We could not explain it; it is inexplicable to reason that a risen and glorified Man should be the life of a people in this world now. The most learned man could not grasp such a thing. There are people in this world who have, under spiritual leading, taken up the ground of being dead and risen with Christ, and Christ at the right hand of God is their life. No one could understand it except by spiritual leading, but that is christianity and nothing else is. It is an enigma to men of the world. 

    It is a matter of spiritual leading, not faith. The line of spiritual leading is the influence of Christ; it is not believing a testimony but the influence of a living Person. There is a great difference in Scripture between faith and sight. It says, We see Jesus; that is not faith, it is spiritual perception. The world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live, John 14: 19. That is Colossians. Seeing Him is different from believing on Him. Thousands of people believe on Him but have never seen Him; that is, they have no spiritual perception of a heavenly Man at the right hand of God. It is a question of being spiritually-minded and spiritually led. If we accept the testimony of Scripture there is such a thing as seeing. 

    QuesIs it feeding on the old corn of the land? 

    CACThey fed on stored corn or old corn. That is, everything in the mind of God for His people is stored in a risen and glorified Man at Gods right hand; that is the reason we cannot show anyone our life. We eat and drink and mind our business and walk about like other people, but a risen and glorified Man in heaven is our life. You cannot see it, it is hidden with Christ in God. 

    RemIt makes one a different man. 

    CACYes, people cannot help seeing you are a different man. If a christian knows what it is to have Christ as his life, he is able to put on the beautiful qualities of Christ, and they come into evidence down here, but the life is hidden. 

    QuesAre we raised by faith? 

    CACYes, that comes first  faith in the operation of God, the divine working carried on in the sphere of resurrection. 

    In Romans we have faith in God, as the One who raised up the Lord Jesus, in view of our justification, but in Colossians it is in view of our living in association with Christ  quite a different thing. A brother once said, I am a justified man down here on the way to glory, selling buttons along the road. But it is another thing to live in association with a risen Christ in the sphere of resurrection. Faith is presented in many different connections in Scripture; the crown of faith is Christ dwelling in the heart by faith; we reach the pinnacle of faith there. Faith comes in in many connections, but then we get something else  spiritual sight. Christ says to the church of Laodicea, Anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. That is not faith but spiritual perception. It is wonderful to see that the life in the mind and purpose of God for us is the life of a glorified Man in heaven; it is hid in God. If you want to know what your life is, it is hid in God: there is only one place where you can learn it  in the heart and mind of God. We have to leave behind everything connected with ourselves and the world in order to travel to the heart of God; and there we find His thought is that Christ is to be our life, and that our life is hid with Christ in God. What a change it would mean for us if we were moving through this world with the spiritual perception of Christ as our life, our only life in Gods mind! That is the stones coming out of Jordan. There is another set of stones which are put in the bed of Jordan; that is the people represented as dead with Christ. The same people come out of Jordan with Christ to have Christ as their life. We are spiritually led to take the ground of having died with Christ, but it does not finish there; we are risen with Him. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between headship and leadership? 

    CACThey come closely together, because it is the personal influence of Christ. We all feel we need the personal influence of Christ more. Joshua suggests leadership in view of possession. People say, What are the things above? They are contrasted with what is on earth. They are really the features of the heavenly Man. When the Lord was on earth He could say, I am of these things which are above, ye are of those things which are from beneath. That is the contrast. One man belongs to things beneath, the man after the flesh; and we were once identified with him. Another Man is of the things above, the heavenly Man. These things are great realities. I am certain that those who set their minds on them, get them. 

  
    CHRIST LIFTED UP AND BURIED (CAC 17)

    John 3:14-16; John 8:28; John 12:32,33; John 19:38-42; Colossians 2:12; Deuteronomy 21:22,23

    There is great spiritual gain in the consideration of our Lord Jesus Christ in every aspect in which Scripture presents Him to the view of faith; and the above scriptures call our attention to Him as being lifted up and being buried. The Spirit of God has linked the two thoughts together in Deuteronomy 21: 22, 23. Being hanged on a tree refers to one as lifted up, and the thought of burial is closely connected with this. 

    When the Son of man spoke of being lifted up He referred to the particular manner in which He was about to die. Death by crucifixion involved being held up to view as one worthy of death, and, indeed, seen publicly as having become a curse, for he that is hanged is a curse of God. Two of the most profound statements in Scripture are found in Galatians 3: 13 and 2 Corinthians 5: 21: Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse for us, (for it is written, Cursed is every one hanged upon a tree). Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us. One is the great redeeming act of Christ in love to those under curse; He became a curse; the other is the wondrous act of God having in view His purpose that we should become His righteousness in Christ. The Son of man as lifted up was publicly seen to be in the place of sin and curse, but it is our peace and joy to know that He was not there on His own account at all, but in divine love on behalf of those who were under sin and death. His lifting up, as referred to in John 3: 14, was on Gods part as given in love, that eternal life might be brought in and become the portion of those who were under sin and death. 

    The serpent being lifted up shows that God had in mind the original source of evil. In the lifting up of the Son of man the principle of evil which originated in the serpent was judged. It was judged in man in such a way that its judgment has become favourable towards men as a righteous ground of blessing. The serpent does not benefit by the lifting up of the Son of man, but it has become the way of infinite good to those whom he deceived and brought into transgression. 

    The state in which man was before God was publicly set forth in the Son of man lifted up. But this testimony comes to men in the way of grace, for the One who has been lifted up in the place of sin was there as the great manifestation of divine love. This is brought into the view of all; it comes within sight for the whole creation under heaven. Attention is called, in the lifting up, to the publicity of it; it is a great universal testimony. The object of gospel preaching is to make men see that they are concerned in this great matter. 

    In John 8: 28 it is When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things. The lifting up in chapter 3 is on Gods part in love, but in chapter 8 it is what men do: When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man. Men fully exposed their own state when they put that blessed One to an open shame. He had done nothing but good. We are told that they sought false witness against Jesus, so that they might put him to death. If they had wanted true witnesses they would have had no difficulty in finding them. They might have called Lazarus and Bartimaeus and Mary Magdalene and many cleansed lepers and once-blind men who could now see; they might have called many who had heard from His lips mighty words of healing and forgiveness. There was, indeed, the fullest testimony available that the blessed light of God revealed in supreme grace was there, but in lifting Him up men rejected it all in a shameful way; they put Him to public dishonour. In this great and solemn act the whole state of the world, and of mans heart, has come out. But every one who took part in that act will be made to know that all He said was of the Father, and that the Father was with Him. It is most certainly true that those who put Jesus, or even His feeble representatives, in the place of shame and reproach, will be made to know what they have done. 

    In John 12: 32 we pass over to another side of this matter, and we see Gods great design in it, and that He brings it to pass notwithstanding what is true of man. And I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. He becomes, as lifted up out of the earth, a divine centre of attraction. His death has given Him a prominence, a place of advantage in relation to men universally, which He did not have before He was lifted up. As on the earth He said, I have not been sent save to the lost sheep of Israels house, Matthew 15: 24, 

    but as lifted up out of the earth He draws all to Him. The particular kind of death that He should die was designed by infinite wisdom, so that He should not die on the earth, but as lifted up out of it. It is important that, when speaking of the death of Christ, we should lay stress on the kind of death that he died. It was the death of crucifixion, so that He died as lifted up out of the earth. As in that position He was outside all limitations; He can draw all to Him. He has died in a way that was designed of God to set forth that it was the divine intent that He should come within the view of all. His death, in this sense, has given Him a wonderful elevation, so that all the ends of the earth can look unto Him and be saved, He can draw all to Him. The divine gathering centre to which all must come for blessing is not any place or person on earth, but One lifted up out of the earth. This is the blessed way which divine love has taken to draw men away from a world fully exposed as having nothing in common with God. All the work of grace during the last two thousand years has been the drawing of men to Christ as the One lifted up. This is still the public position, and the testimony of God as announced to men. 

    In the light of this we can see how important the cross is as the universal testimony of God to men. Paul and John are in perfect harmony as to this. Paul came to the Corinthians announcing the testimony of God, and he said, I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified, 1 Corinthians 2: 2. The great thing in preaching is that the cross of the Christ may not be made vain; that is, emptied of its true meaning. There is wonderful meaning in the lifting up of Christ on the cross, and its real force is to be brought home to men. The word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is Gods power. Christ crucified is to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness; but to those that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ Gods power and Gods wisdom, 1 Corinthians 1: 23, 24. When this testimony comes to men in demonstration of the Spirit and of power it brings them clean out of the world. It is a testimony that can only be truly presented in spiritual power; hence Paul came to Corinth in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, not that he was afraid of the Corinthians, but he feared lest some element of human wisdom should come in to mar his service. 

    We gather, further, from Deuteronomy 21: 23, that one who has been publicly exposed, as become a curse, is viewed as a defilement to the land. Hence it is written, thou shalt in any wise bury him that day ... thou shalt not defile thy land. No doubt it was as having this scripture in mind that the Jews were anxious that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath, John 19: 31. But there is divine instruction in the ordinance, and it gives the burial of the Lord an important place. As having been identified with sin and curse  as bearing it vicariously  the burial of the Lord was necessary that the very condition in which He was made sin might pass completely out of sight. So long as He was exposed upon the cross what was in public evidence was One in the place of sin and curse. His death did not remove Him from that position publicly, but His burial did, and He never reappeared in the condition in which He was made sin. The condition which He had taken up as coming into holy manhood, in which He could bear sin and die, went out of sight when He was buried, and as raised from the dead He is in a new condition to which neither sin nor death could ever be attached. Viewing this matter in the light of Deuteronomy 21: 23 we can understand why the burial of Christ is included in the glad tidings which Paul preached, 1 Corinthians 15: 4. The condition in which Christ was made sin went out of Gods sight in His burial, and this is of immense importance when we consider all its consequences in their bearing on those who love Him. Burial is viewed in Deuteronomy 21: 23 as removing defilement from the land. When seven of Sauls descendants were hanged before Jehovah for his sin against the Gibeonites, it was when they had been buried we are told, afterwards God was propitious to the land, 2 Samuel 21: 14. The sentence having been executed, and the condition in which it was executed having been removed from Gods sight in burial, the matter was righteously ended. The Christ on whom we have believed is One who has not only died, but who was also buried. 

    It is well to bear in mind that when the Spirit of God by Paul draws attention to Christ as descending, He does not stop short of burial. For His burial is clearly the full depth of His descent according to Ephesians 4: 9, 10. But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things. Paul is led to speak of this by thinking of Him as ascended on high according to Psalm 68: 18. His having ascended implied that He had descended, and the depth of His descent was into the lower parts of the earth. This is in keeping with the Lords own words, For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights, Matthew 12: 40. He descended from the place that was ever His in eternal deity not only to the cross but to the grave. He descended in the strength of His love to the lower parts of the earth; we get the full measure of His descent as we take in the thought of His burial. Mary of Bethany seems to have been the only one of His disciples who had His burial definitely in view. She was in concert with His mind in this. In anointing His body for burial she showed that the full depth of His descent in love was before her heart. But in doing it beforehand she made manifest that she had no thought of His remaining in the tomb. Her pound of costly ointment was put upon Him in view of His burial, but it was done beforehand because her heart understood that He would not be available for anointing after His death. The greatness of His divine Person was before her: if such a Person descended to burial it was impossible that He should remain there; He must, as He Himself had said, ascend up where He was before, John 6: 62. The descending and the ascending are equal, for it is the same Person who does both. In ascending up above all the heavens He went to where he was before. But He went in a new condition, for He ascended as Man that he might fill all things. No scripture could more clearly establish His deity. No wonder that Marys heart was filled as in the spirit of adoration she anointed the feet of Jesus! As regarded in the light of Ephesians 4: 9, 10, we could not think of any creature anointing His head. Adoration at the feet of such a Person is the only right attitude. 

    In Marks gospel the setting of the incident is different. The woman is not named, and we are told that she had an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head, Mark 14: 3. Our attention is called in this scripture to the vessel in which the ointment was, and to the fact that it was broken. As seen in Simon the lepers house the Lord would be viewed as known in the midst of Israel. He was the blessed Person in whom everything that was precious to God was found, and the woman, as divinely taught, understood that His path of service was to lead Him into death. It was what her affections had gathered up as a result of what she had seen and heard. He was Gods Anointed to carry out all His will, the One in whom every promise would be fulfilled. He is viewed in Mark as the great Servant of divine pleasure, and, in keeping with a view of Him in the greatness that attached to Him officially by Gods appointment, the woman poured out her ointment upon His head. 

    In John the vessel is not mentioned, but we are told that Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus. I believe that in the setting of this gospel the Spirit of God would lead us to regard Mary herself as the vessel. She had stored up in affectionate appreciation, a wealthy knowledge of One who was so great personally that He had descended from Godheads fullest glory that He might go down to the lower parts of the earth. He was descending to burial, and He took account of her as having kept her ointment for the day of His preparation for burial. One who could so descend must necessarily ascend up where He was before, and regarded thus in His personal greatness it is fitting that His feet should be anointed and not His head. 

    It is important to notice that the reference to the Lord descending into the lower parts of the earth is in the epistle to the Ephesians, for that epistle gives us the full height of things, and also the full depth. Indeed, we have the depth and height particularly mentioned in it, chapter 3: 18. The lower parts of the earth must be understood as indicating where the might of Gods strength wrought in the Christ, as we read in Ephesians 1: 19, 20. The apostle prays that we may know the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead. The mighty power of God acted in those lower parts of the earth into which Christ had descended in love, so that His burial really took Him to the point which would witness to the fullest expression of the might of Gods strength. I do not know that we have anywhere else in Scripture such an accumulation of words descriptive of divine power, and they impress upon us the greatness of the power that operated in the raising of Christ from among the dead. They give a very solemn impression of the tremendous power that is necessary to effect resurrection. The Lord being found, in infinite grace, among the dead gave occasion for that power to be exercised. His burial brought Him to that low point where the surpassing greatness of Gods power could be known, and known in a way that is towards us who believe. As buried, the Lord is viewed as having come under the whole weight of what rested on us, and the surpassing greatness of Gods power came in and raised Him from that point. Love descended to that point, but the might of Gods strength came in to raise Him. The love in which He descended was towards us, and the power that raised Him is towards us also. The whole matter had in view Gods wondrous purposes of love in regard to us. 

    The resurrection of Christ is a far greater expression of divine power than creation. In creation God spake and it was done. There is no suggestion of any extraordinary exertion of divine power in creation, but the words used in Ephesians 1: 19 do suggest the exercise of extraordinary power on Gods part. God would have us to ponder this. It is necessary that He should give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him so that we may know this power, and understand that it is towards us who believe. But the fact that Paul prayed for it for the saints is evidence that God is willing to give us this enlightenment. 

    A further result of the burial of Christ is its bearing on those who love Him. We are never to forget that He has been buried here, and that His burial was a matter that brought into activity the affections of His lovers. The world that lifted Him up was not allowed to make provision for His burial. Men did indeed appoint His grave with the wicked, but God would not allow that appointment to stand. In retaining the Lords burial in the hands of lovers it seems as though God would say to every lover of Christ, This is a matter for you to be concerned about; how do your affections move in regard to it? We have seen how Marys affections moved in relation to His burial, and in Joseph of Arimathaea we see one who took up publicly and wholeheartedly the position of identification with Christ in burial. This was his great privilege, but it is the privilege of all lovers of Christ, and therefore he may be regarded as representative of them all in this character. And there is special instruction in the experience of Joseph, for, though a disciple, he had not been publicly identified with the Lord before. What hindered him is the very thing that hinders us, and God would show us how he got free from his hindrance so that we might get free in the same way. 

    He had been a disciple of Jesus, but secretly through fear of the Jews. There had been with him, as with us all, a shrinking from reproach and suffering, and a desire for the easy path. He had not known what it was to see the body of the flesh cut off, but I believe he had been circumcised in a spiritual sense between the time when he was a secret disciple and the time when he demanded of Pilate that he might take the body of Jesus. In the meantime the circumcision of the Christ, (Colossians 2: 11), had taken place. Christ after the flesh had been cut off, and if He had been cut off, how could any lover of His desire to retain status as in the flesh? In the solemn hour of the death of Christ Joseph was circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ, Colossians 2: 11, and he put off, in a spiritual sense, the whole body of the flesh, and with it his unbelieving fears, and his desire to retain a religious place here. He was prepared now for identification with Christ in burial. Demanding the body of Jesus was claiming a right to it. His love demanded the privilege of identification with Christ in connection with His burial. The tomb was Josephs new tomb which he had hewn in the rock, and when he put the body of Jesus in it, I think we may say that, in a spiritual sense, he put himself there, as represented in the Person of the One who had died for him. I cannot think that he was ever seen in the council again, nor that he was ever again identified with the religious doings of the priests and others who had consulted and accomplished the death of Christ. He was henceforth a buried man to all that. His going down to burial was a movement of love on his part, and it is a movement which we all have to make if we are to know the true meaning of being buried with him in baptism. 

    It is evident that Joseph had had the thought of burial before him, for he had hewn out for himself a sepulchre in the rock. God had led his thoughts that way in view of the burial of Christ. His tomb was one of the things  like the colt and the guest-chamber  specially provided and reserved for the Lord. The sepulchre being in the rock suggested that the idea of burial was to have a permanent place in Christianity. The Lord Himself was to be there only for three days and three nights, but the thought of burial was to be permanent, for it is an abiding truth in Christianity that His lovers are buried with Him (Romans 6: 4; Colossians 2: 12). The Ethiopian eunuch was prepared for burial with Christ, when he said, what hinders my being baptised? It was the demand of a good conscience (1 Peter 3: 21), in keeping with Josephs demand to have the body of Jesus for burial. The Lord went finally out of this world by burial, and His grave is left hewn in the rock as a permanent spot for love to occupy, in a spiritual sense, as soon as there is a readiness to do so. Ruth said to Naomi, where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. How this tests us as to whether we are really prepared to go down out of the life of this world! Paul asks the Colossians, Why as if alive in the world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances? They were in danger of following the injunctions and teachings of men, and entertaining religious and philosophic thoughts which all belong to this world. We descend altogether out of that area when we go down in affection to burial with Christ. 

    It is helpful to see the steps by which believers are led to correspondence with Christ, as complete (or filled full) in him. Those who are filled full in Christ certainly have no need to retain, as of value, anything connected with the body of the flesh. So that, as a second step, they can afford to accept circumcision. Then, third, they come to the truth of burial with Christ in baptism. All this being on the way to a fourth step in apprehension that ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead, Colossians 2: 9 - 12. 

    In the interval between the lifting up of Christ on the cross and His resurrection by the mighty power of God on the third day, it seems to me that Joseph of Arimathaea was acting spiritually in accord with the mind of God at the moment. The women, we are told in Marks gospel, bought aromatic spices that they might come and embalm him. Nothing could have been more unnecessary under the circumstances, or less in keeping with the great spiritual truth of the moment. 

    The Scriptures might have assured them that He would not see corruption, and He had spoken again and again of rising the third day. Persons are embalmed because it is expected that they will long remain in death! The great and important truth of the moment was that He was about to be seen as the risen One. With regard to Nicodemus and his hundred pounds of myrrh and aloes, the Spirit of God is careful to tell us that it was as it is the custom with the Jews to prepare for burial. Their doings, particularly as referred to in Johns gospel, are not marked by spirituality. We are perhaps much more influenced than we think by customs current, or that have been current, in the religious world. But spirituality is needed for the apprehension of what is suitable to the Lord at any particular moment; affection and devotion are not sufficient. Human sentiment, even of the choicest kind, tends to obscure what is spiritual. One would desire that there might be much more devotion to the Lord with all of us who believe on Him, but also that there might be more ability to honour Him in a truly spiritual way. 

    Joseph brought no spices, but he bought fine linen, and having taken him down, he swathed him in the fine linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was cut out of rock, Mark 15: 46. I have no doubt the fine linen represented his apprehension of the Lord Jesus as having been here in holy flesh for the accomplishment of the will of God. But the very condition in which He had been here, and in which He had accomplished all for the glory of God, was now to disappear from view in the tomb. Christ according to flesh not only died, but was buried. And when He reappeared to His own in resurrection it was in a new condition. How much we need to ponder those words of Paul: So that we henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know him thus no longer, 2 Corinthians 5: 16. This great truth lies at the root of Christianity. The Christ in whom we are is One who, according to flesh, has died and been buried. He has been raised in a new condition which never had, and never can have, any link with the life of the world. So if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation. Nothing is more important for Christians to understand. 

    In the wisdom of God the fine linen which Joseph brought held an important place, for it became the evidence of Christs resurrection. When John saw the linen cloths lying in the tomb we are told that he saw and believed, John 20: 8. The very way in which the linen cloths were lying was the proof of resurrection. What he saw convinced him that the Lord would not return to the condition in which they had known Him, and in which He had been made sin and had died and been buried. The fine linen represented that condition  a condition absolutely holy and perfect in every way, and divinely suitable to all that was accomplished in it, but according to flesh, and therefore a condition in which Christ would be known no longer. They must now look to see Him in a new condition, the First-fruits of the resurrection harvest. His burial was a necessary step on the way to this, and hence its importance in the unfolding of Gods ways in Christ. 

  
    CHRIST AS LIFTED UP AND BURIED (CAC 29)

    John 3:14 - 16; John 8:28; John 12:32, 33; John 19:38 - 42 Colossians 2:12; Deuteronomy 21:22,23

    There is great spiritual gain in the consideration of our Lord Jesus Christ in every aspect in which Scripture presents Him to the view of faith; and the above scriptures call our attention to Him as being lifted up and being buried. The Spirit of God has linked the two thoughts together in Deuteronomy 21:22, 23. Being hanged on a tree refers to one as lifted up, and the thought of burial is closely connected with this. 

    When the Son of man spoke of being lifted up He referred to the particular manner in which He was about to die. Death by crucifixion involved being held up to view as one worthy of death, and, indeed, seen publicly as having become a curse, for he that is hanged is a curse of God. Two of the most profound statements in Scripture are found in Galatians 3:13 and 2 Corinthians 5:21: Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse for us, for it is written, Cursed is every one hanged upon a tree and Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us. One is the great redeeming act of Christ in love to those under curse; He became a curse; the other is the wondrous act of God having in view His purpose that we should become His righteousness in Christ. The Son of man as lifted up was publicly seen to be in the place of sin and curse, but it is our peace and joy to know that He was not there on His own account at all, but in divine love on behalf of those who were under sin and death. His lifting up, as referred to in John 3:14, was on Gods part as given in love, that eternal life might be brought in and become the portion of those who were under sin and death. 

    The serpent being lifted up shows that God had in mind the original source of evil. In the lifting up of the Son of man the principle of evil which originated in the serpent was judged. It was judged in man in such a way that its judgment has become favourable towards men as a righteous ground of blessing. The serpent does not benefit by the lifting up of the Son of man, but it has become the way of infinite good to those whom he deceived and brought into transgression. 

    The state in which man was before God was publicly set forth in the Son of man lifted up. But this testimony comes to men in the way of grace, for the One who has been lifted up in the place of sin was there as the great manifestation of divine love. This is brought into the view of all; it comes within sight for the whole creation under heaven. Attention is called, in the lifting up, to the publicity of it; it is a great universal testimony. The object of gospel preaching is to make men see that they are concerned in this great matter. 

    In John 8:28 it is When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things. The lifting up in chapter 3 is on Gods part in love; but in chapter 8 it is what men do, When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man. Men fully exposed their own state when they put that blessed One to an open shame. He had done nothing but good. We are told that they sought false witness against Jesus, so that they might put him to death. If they had wanted true witnesses they would have had no difficulty in finding them. They might have called Lazarus and Bartimaeus and Mary Magdalene and many cleansed lepers and once-blind men who could now see; they might have called many who had heard from His lips mighty words of healing and forgiveness. There was, indeed, the fullest testimony available that the blessed light of God revealed in supreme grace was there, but in lifting Him up men rejected it all in a shameful way; they put Him to public dishonour. In this great and solemn act the whole state of the world, and of mans heart, has come out. But every one who took part in that act will be made to know that all He said was of the Father, and that the Father was with Him. It is most certainly true that those who put Jesus, or even His feeble representatives, in the place of shame and reproach, will be made to know what they have done. 

    In John 12:32 we pass over to another side of this matter, and we see Gods great design in it, and that He brings it to pass notwithstanding what is true of man. And I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. He becomes, as lifted up out of the earth, a divine centre of attraction. His death has given Him a prominence, a place of advantage in relation to men universally, which He did not have before He was lifted up. As on the earth He said, I have not been sent save to the lost sheep of Israels house, Matthew 15:24, but as lifted up out of the earth He draws all to Him. The particular kind of death that He should die was designed by infinite wisdom, so that He should not die on the earth, but as lifted up out of it. It is important that, when speaking of the death of Christ, we should lay stress on the kind of death that He died. It was the death of crucifixion, so that He died as lifted up out of the earth. As in that position He was outside all limitations; He can draw all to Him. He has died in a way that was designed of God to set forth that it was the divine intent that He should come within the view of all. His death, in this sense, has given Him a wonderful elevation, so that all the ends of the earth can look unto Him and be saved, He can draw all to Him. The divine gathering centre to which all must come for blessing is not any place or person on earth, but One lifted up out of the earth. This is the blessed way which divine love has taken to draw men away from a world fully exposed as having nothing in common with God. All the work of grace during the last two thousand years has been the drawing of men to Christ as the One lifted up. This is still the public position, and the testimony of God as announced to men. 

    In the light of this we can see how important the cross is as the universal testimony of God to men. Paul and John are in perfect harmony as to this. Paul came to the Corinthians announcing the testimony of God, and he said, I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified, 1 Corinthians 2:2. The great thing in preaching is that the cross of the Christ may not be made vain; that is, emptied of its true meaning. There is wonderful meaning in the lifting up of Christ on the cross, and its real force is to be brought home to men. The word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is Gods power. Christ crucified is to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness; but to those that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ Gods power and Gods wisdom, 1 Corinthians 1:23, 24. When this testimony comes to men in demonstration of the Spirit and of power it brings them clean out of the world. It is a testimony that can only be truly presented in spiritual power; hence Paul came to Corinth in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, not that he was afraid of the Corinthians, but he feared lest some element of human wisdom should come in to mar his service. 

    We gather, further, from Deuteronomy 21:23, that one who has been publicly exposed, as become a curse, is viewed as a defilement to the land. Hence it is written, thou shalt in any wise bury him that day ... thou shalt not defile thy land. No doubt it was as having this scripture in mind that the Jews were anxious that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath, John 19:31. But there is divine instruction in the ordinance, and it gives the burial of the Lord an important place. As having been identified with sin and curse  as bearing it vicariously  the burial of the Lord was necessary that the very condition in which He was made sin might pass completely out of sight. So long as He was exposed upon the cross what was in public evidence was One in the place of sin and curse. His death did not remove Him from that position publicly, but His burial did, and He never reappeared in the condition in which He was made sin. The condition which He had taken up as coming into holy manhood, in which He could bear sin and die, went out of sight when He was buried, and as raised from the dead He is in a new condition to which neither sin nor death could ever be attached. Viewing this matter in the light of Deuteronomy 21:23 we can understand why the burial of Christ is included in the glad tidings which Paul preached, 1 Corinthians 15:4. The condition in which Christ was made sin went out of Gods sight in His burial, and this is of immense importance when we consider all its consequences in their bearing on those who love Him. Burial is viewed in Deuteronomy 21:23 as removing defilement from the land. When seven of Sauls descendants were hanged before Jehovah for his sin against the Gibeonites, it was when they had been buried we are told, afterwards God was propitious to the land, 2 Samuel 21:14. The sentence having been executed, and the condition in which it was executed having been removed from Gods sight in burial, the matter was righteously ended. The Christ on whom we have believed is One who has not only died, but who was also buried. 

    It is well to bear in mind that when the Spirit of God by Paul draws attention to Christ as descending, He does not stop short of burial. For His burial is clearly the full depth of His descent according to Ephesians 4:9, 10. But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things. Paul is led to speak of this by thinking of Him as ascended on high according to Psalm 68:18. His having ascended implied that He had descended, and the depth of His descent was into the lower parts of the earth. This is in keeping with the Lords own words, For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights, Matthew 12:40. He descended from the place that was ever His in eternal Deity not only to the cross but to the grave. He descended in the strength of His love to the lower parts of the earth; we get the full measure of His descent as we take in the thought of His burial. Mary of Bethany seems to have been the only one of His disciples who had His burial definitely in view. She was in concert with His mind in this. In anointing His body for burial she showed that the full depth of His descent in love was before her heart. But in doing it beforehand she made manifest that she had no thought of His remaining in the tomb. Her pound of costly ointment was put upon Him in view of His burial, but it was done beforehand because her heart understood that He would not be available for anointing after His death. The greatness of His divine Person was before her: if such a Person descended to burial it was impossible that He should remain there; He must, as He Himself had said, ascend up where He was before, John 6:62. The descending and the ascending are equal, for it is the same Person who does both. In ascending up above all the heavens He went to where he was before. But He went in a new condition, for He ascended as Man that he might fill all things. No scripture could more clearly establish His Deity. No wonder that Marys heart was filled as in the spirit of adoration she anointed the feet of Jesus! As regarded in the light of Ephesians 4:9, 10, we could not think of any creature anointing His head. Adoration at the feet of such a Person is the only right attitude. 

    In Marks gospel the setting of the incident is different. The woman is not named, and we are told that she had an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head, Mark 14:3. Our attention is called in this scripture to the vessel in which the ointment was, and to the fact that it was broken. As seen in Simon the lepers house the Lord would be viewed as known in the midst of Israel. He was the blessed Person in whom everything that was precious to God was found, and the woman, as divinely taught, understood that His path of service was to lead Him into death. It was what her affections had gathered up as a result of what she had seen and heard. He was Gods Anointed to carry out all His will, the One in whom every promise would be fulfilled. He is viewed in Mark as the great Servant of divine pleasure, and, in keeping with a view of Him in the greatness that attached to Him officially by Gods appointment, the woman poured out her ointment upon His head. 

    In John the vessel is not mentioned, but we are told that Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus. I believe that in the setting of this gospel the Spirit of God would lead us to regard Mary herself as the vessel. She had stored up in affectionate appreciation, a wealthy knowledge of One who was so great personally that He had descended from Godheads fullest glory that He might go down to the lower parts of the earth. He was descending to burial, and He took account of her as having kept her ointment for the day of His preparation for burial. One who could so descend must necessarily ascend up where He was before, and regarded thus in His personal greatness it is fitting that His feet should be anointed and not His head. 

    It is important to notice that the reference to the Lord descending into the lower parts of the earth is in the epistle to the Ephesians, for that epistle gives us the full height of things, and also the full depth. Indeed, we have the depth and height particularly mentioned in it, chapter 3:18. The lower parts of the earth must be understood as indicating where the might of Gods strength wrought in the Christ, as we read in Ephesians 1:19, 20. The apostle prays that we may know the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead. The mighty power of God acted in those lower parts of the earth into which Christ had descended in love, so that His burial really took Him to the point which would witness to the fullest expression of the might of Gods strength. I do not know that we have anywhere else in Scripture such an accumulation of words descriptive of divine power, and they impress upon us the greatness of the power that operated in the raising of Christ from among the dead. They give a very solemn impression of the tremendous power that is necessary to effect resurrection. The Lord being found, in infinite grace, among the dead gave occasion for that power to be exercised. His burial brought Him to that low point where the surpassing greatness of Gods power could be known, and known in a way that is towards us who believe. As buried, the Lord is viewed as having come under the whole weight of what rested on us, and the surpassing greatness of Gods power came in and raised Him from that point. Love descended to that point, but the might of Gods strength came in to raise Him. The love in which He descended was towards us, and the power that raised Him is towards us also. The whole matter had in view Gods wondrous purposes of love in regard to us. 

    The resurrection of Christ is a far greater expression of divine power than creation. In creation God spake and it was done. There is no suggestion of any extraordinary exertion of divine power in creation, but the words used in Ephesians 1:19 do suggest the exercise of extraordinary power on Gods part. God would have us to ponder this. It is necessary that He should give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him so that we may know this power, and understand that it is towards us who believe. But the fact that Paul prayed for it for the saints is evidence that God is willing to give us this enlightenment. 

    A further result of the burial of Christ is its bearing on those who love Him. We are never to forget that He has been buried here, and that His burial was a matter that brought into activity the affections of His lovers. The world that lifted Him up was not allowed to make provision for His burial. Men did indeed appoint His grave with the wicked, but God would not allow that appointment to stand. In retaining the Lords burial in the hands of lovers it seems as though God would say to every lover of Christ, This is a matter for you to be concerned about; how do your affections move in regard to it? We have seen how Marys affections moved in relation to His burial, and in Joseph of Arimathaea we see one who took up publicly and wholeheartedly the position of identification with Christ in burial. This was his great privilege, but it is the privilege of all lovers of Christ, and therefore he may be regarded as representative of them all in this character. And there is special instruction in the experience of Joseph, for, though a disciple, he had not been publicly identified with the Lord before. What hindered him is the very thing that hinders us, and God would show us how he got free from his hindrance so that we might get free in the same way. 

    He had been a disciple of Jesus, but secretly through fear of the Jews. There had been with him, as with us all, a shrinking from reproach and suffering, and a desire for the easy path. He had not known what it was to see the body of the flesh cut off, but I believe he had been circumcised in a spiritual sense between the time when he was a secret disciple and the time when he demanded of Pilate that he might take the body of Jesus. In the meantime the circumcision of the Christ (Colossians 2:11), had taken place. Christ after the flesh had been cut off, and if He had been cut off, how could any lover of His desire to retain status as in the flesh? In the solemn hour of the death of Christ Joseph was circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ, Colossians 2:11, and he put off, in a spiritual sense, the whole body of the flesh, and with it his unbelieving fears, and his desire to retain a religious place here. He was prepared now for identification with Christ in burial. Demanding the body of Jesus was claiming a right to it. His love demanded the privilege of identification with Christ in connection with His burial. The tomb was Josephs new tomb which he had hewn in the rock and when he put the body of Jesus in it, I think we may say that, in a spiritual sense, he put himself there, as represented in the Person of the One who had died for him. I cannot think that he was ever seen in the council again, nor that he was ever again identified with the religious doings of the priests and others who had consulted and accomplished the death of Christ. He was henceforth a buried man to all that. His going down to burial was a movement of love on his part, and it is a movement which we all have to make if we are to know the true meaning of being buried with him in baptism. 

    It is evident that Joseph had had the thought of burial before him, for he had hewn out for himself a sepulchre in the rock. God had led his thoughts that way in view of the burial of Christ. His tomb was one of the things  like the colt and the guest-chamber  specially provided and reserved for the Lord. The sepulchre being in the rock suggested that the idea of burial was to have a permanent place in christianity. The Lord Himself was to be there only for three days and three nights, but the thought of burial was to be permanent, for it is an abiding truth in christianity that His lovers are buried with Him (Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12). The Ethiopian eunuch was prepared for burial with Christ, when he said, what hinders my being baptised? It was the demand of a good conscience (1 Peter 3:21), in keeping with Josephs demand to have the body of Jesus for burial. The Lord went finally out of this world by burial, and His grave is left hewn in the rock as a permanent spot for love to occupy, in a spiritual sense, as soon as there is a readiness to do so. Ruth said to Naomi, where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. How this tests us as to whether we are really prepared to go down out of the life of this world! Paul asks the Colossians, Why as if alive in the world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances? They were in danger of following the injunctions and teachings of men, and entertaining religious and philosophic thoughts which all belong to this world. We descend altogether out of that area when we go down in affection to burial with Christ. 

    It is helpful to see the steps by which believers are led to correspondence with Christ, as complete (or filled full) in him. Those who are filled full in Christ certainly have no need to retain, as of value, anything connected with the body of the flesh. So that, as a second step, they can afford to accept circumcision. Then, third, they come to the truth of burial with Christ in baptism. All this being on the way to a fourth step in apprehension that ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead, Colossians 2:9 - 12. 

    In the interval between the lifting up of Christ on the cross and His resurrection by the mighty power of God on the third day, it seems to me that Joseph of Arimathaea was acting spiritually in accord with the mind of God at the moment. The women, we are told in Marks gospel, bought aromatic spices that they might come and embalm him. Nothing could have been more unnecessary under the circumstances, or less in keeping with the great spiritual truth of the moment. The Scriptures might have assured them that He would not see corruption, and He had spoken again and again of rising the third day. Persons are embalmed because it is expected that they will long remain in death! The great and important truth of the moment was that He was about to be seen as the Risen One. With regard to Nicodemus and his hundred pounds of myrrh and aloes, the Spirit of God is careful to tell us that it was as it is the custom with the Jews to prepare for burial. Their doings, particularly as referred to in Johns gospel, are not marked by spirituality. We are perhaps much more influenced than we think by customs current, or that have been current, in the religious world. But spirituality is needed for the apprehension of what is suitable to the Lord at any particular moment; affection and devotion are not sufficient. Human sentiment, even of the choicest kind, tends to obscure what is spiritual. One would desire that there might be much more devotion to the Lord with all of us who believe on Him, but also that there might be more ability to honour Him in a truly spiritual way. 

    Joseph brought no spices, but he bought fine linen, and having taken him down, he swathed him in the fine linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was cut out of rock. Mark 15:46. I have no doubt the fine linen represented his apprehension of the Lord Jesus as having been here in holy flesh for the accomplishment of the will of God. But the very condition in which He had been here, and in which He had accomplished all for the glory of God, was now to disappear from view in the tomb. Christ according to flesh not only died, but was buried. And when He reappeared to His own in resurrection it was in a new condition. How much we need to ponder those words of Paul: So that we henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know him thus no longer. 2 Corinthians 5:16. This great truth lies at the root of Christianity. The Christ in whom we are is One who, according to flesh, has died and been buried. He has been raised in a new condition which never had, and never can have, any link with the life of the world. So if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation. Nothing is more important for Christians to understand. 

    In the wisdom of God the fine linen which Joseph bought held an important place, for it became the evidence of Christs resurrection. When John saw the linen cloths lying in the tomb we are told that he saw and believed, John 20:8. The very way in which the linen cloths were lying was the proof of resurrection. What he saw convinced him that the Lord would not return to the condition in which they had known Him, and in which He had been made sin and had died and been buried. The fine linen represented that condition  a condition absolutely holy and perfect in every way, and divinely suitable to all that was accomplished in it, but according to flesh, and therefore a condition in which Christ would be known no longer. They must now look to see Him in a new condition, the First-fruits of the resurrection harvest. His burial was a necessary step on the way to this, and hence its importance in the unfolding of Gods ways in Christ. 

  
    ASSOCIATION WITH CHRIST (FER 2)

    Colossians 2: 20 - 23; Colossians 3: 1 - 6

    The subject that has occupied us on the three previous occasions has been deliverance, but then deliverance has, in the thought of God for the saints, its own distinct purpose and object. And as I understand it, the end in view is that we may enter in our souls into the proper place of Christians as in association with Christ risen, and thus as one body by the Spirit here on earth. When we have reached that point, then I think all can understand that deliverance is realized. That is what led me to the passage I have read, for in the beginning of chapter 3 you get the thought of being risen with Christ, and this means that we are in association with Christ. The idea, as I understand it, is that the power of God that has operated in Christ in His resurrection has also taken effect in the saints; not in the same way, because with Him it was in literal resurrection, and in the saints it is moral; but it is the same power, and by divine power they are placed on one common platform with Christ, as risen together with Him. And I doubt if anybody understands what Christianity is if he does not apprehend that. It is all very well to bear a good name in the world six days in the week, and to be a Christian on the seventh; but that is not Christianity. Christianity is brought out in the passage I have read in Colossians; at the close of chapter 2 you pass out of one scene, and in the beginning of chapter 3 you have got another scene in view, though you may not yet be there. That is what I shall try by the grace of God to make plain: there is another scene opened to the view of the Christian. It is presented in a few words in the beginning of chapter 3, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth, the connecting link is where Christ is sitting, at the right hand of God. And I make bold to say this, that until we as Christians have in faith another scene in view, we really do not understand what it is to be intelligently for Christ down here. 

    Of the two scenes to which I have alluded, the one is in contrast to the other; the one is an order of things in which man dogmatises, and lays down the law. The other is an order of things in which man has no place at all, but everything is completely of God, the things above, at the right hand of God: you may depend upon it there is nothing of man there, all is of God. 

    I have spoken of deliverance as a subject of the last importance to us as Christians, and have referred to it in three aspects, first, deliverance from sin and the world, which are intimately connected, then deliverance from law, and finally deliverance from the flesh. I will briefly touch on the three again, to connect the whole together. 

    I do not think that people enter into deliverance from sin and the world until they get something positive in their souls. It is no good their saying they are dead to sin and the world if they are not dead; and I do not think they reckon themselves dead, until there is a certain power of God in the soul, and this lies in the apprehension of another Man. As we get in Romans 6, Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, it is another Man, In that he died, he died unto sin once; in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. It is perfectly evident that the man here lives to himself; that is the principle of sin. But what has come to pass in regard to another Man is, in that he died, he died unto sin once, He had to say to sin in bearing the judgment of it, in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. The great point is this, that a Man, of another order, has entered in to the eternal and perfect satisfaction of God, raised from the dead by the glory of the Father; and it is the sense and power of that in the soul which really enables the Christian to reckon himself dead to sin, and alive unto God in Christ Jesus. Any Christian would feel the incompatibility of sin with grace. Then in regard to the world, the world is the system of things in which the flesh lives; and I do not think persons would be content to accept death to the world if they did not apprehend that there existed another sphere, another circle, in which the character of Christ is seen. I do not say more now in regard to deliverance from sin and the world, because I am only recapitulating. 

    Subsequently we had before us death to the law, a very important point. The law was a bond under which the Jew was held; but God has dissolved the bond by the death of Christ. The bond does not exist for the Christian, he is not under law. It is not quite like death to sin and to the world, there is no bond there; but the law was a bond, and the point in regard to it is that God has dissolved the bond in order that another bond might be formed. You are become dead to the law by the body of Christ, that is, in Christ that bond is dissolved, that you might be to another, to him that is raised up from the dead, to bring forth fruit unto God. I will put it in other language for you, which may perhaps tend to simplify it. The apostle says, In that I live in flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me; that is my bond, he says, not law. The Christian is bound to Christ, by the sense of what Christ has done for him. The law did nothing for him except condemn; now he lives by the faith of the Son of God, who loved him and gave Himself for him; there it is he gets deliverance from law. He walks under the influence of love, not simply the love of God but the love of Christ. Some might think they are the same thing, but they are not; there is the love of God and there is the love of Christ. You could hardly say that God loved me and gave Himself for me; God gave His Son for me, but Christ loved me and gave himself for me. It is a Man that loved me and gave Himself for me; He is divine, but He is a Man. So, too, He loved the church and gave himself for it. That is the second point, deliverance from law. 

    Then the third point came before us last time, and that is, deliverance from the flesh, which is comparatively simple, because it lies in this, that the Christian being indwelt by the Spirit is not in the flesh. He has to learn that; and as to the way deliverance is realized, he has to learn that God has in the cross judged sin in the flesh. I do not think the Christian practically understands deliverance from the flesh until he sees what was effected typically in the brazen serpent and actually in Christ; then he sees that the state of man in the flesh has been judged in order that the believer might be indwelt by the Spirit. When I once see that God has judged sin in the flesh, then I say, I am not debtor to the flesh; I am indwelt by the Spirit, for the judgment was effected in order that the Spirit might be given and might be life in the believer. It is just according to the type in Numbers, where the next thing after the brazen serpent is the digging of the well and the springing up of the water, Spring up, O well That is, it is the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus springing up in the Christian, and that is the way he gets, practically, deliverance from the flesh. 

    Of course it is easy for me to dwell on these things in detail; but the difficulty is that all these things have to be put together in each one of our souls, because they all work together. I am quite warranted in taking them up in detail, for indeed Scripture does so; but they must all be put together in the soul of the believer, because deliverance has to be complete; he has to be practically freed from sin, and the world, and law, and the flesh; that is the divine thought. And the object and purpose on the part of God in it is that he may enter into the blessed truth of association with Christ; pass practically out of one scene into the presence of another blessed scene opened up to his view entirely outside of all that is here. 

    Allow me to dwell first on the two or three verses at the close of chapter 2. The apostle has completed the doctrinal part in verse 19, and then in verse 20 he comes to the hortatory part, and says, Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though alive in the world  not living exactly, but alive in the world  are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not, taste not, handle not, which are all to perish with the using), after the commandments and doctrines of men? which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will, worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body, not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. Now I think any one can see there is one scene here, the world; and it is not the world of gross things, not Egypt, but it is what one may call the religious world, and in the religious world man dogmatises, the law is laid down. Even the law of God in the Old Testament was in dogmas; the apostle speaks of it in the early part of the chapter, as the handwriting of ordinances, dogmas. But in the religious world it is after the traditions of men; man lays down and prescribes what is suitable to the religious person. You will find it in all the great systems which exist in the present day; Christianity has got back to dogmatism. Man prepares a rubric, he lays down rules as to service, he gives directions as to the ordering of the person and even of the dress. That is the character of things that exist in the religious world, it is dogmatism; it calls for unintelligent obedience, and the end and purpose of it is the satisfaction of the flesh. I have often thought, in connection with the great religious things in the world, for whose satisfaction do they exist? Whom do they please? Suppose you have intellectual preaching, to which it is a great pleasure to man to listen, is that to please God or man? So, too, in regard to musical services; whom are they intended to please? If you had the most magnificent music which it was possible to produce upon earth, do you think for an instant that human music could please God? What has God to say to human music? There is such a thing as singing with the heart and in the Spirit, and with the understanding; but nothing can please God except what is in the Spirit. All else is for the satisfaction of the flesh. Of course you see all I have spoken of in its most gross form in Popery; but you can see plenty of it outside Popery, round us here in the world. I might take up a good many other things besides those I have mentioned, such as laying down of seasons and times and days; for they are of the same order of things. People are dogmatised; it is not intelligent subjection which is called for, but unintelligent subjection, that is, people do things, not because they see any spiritual purpose or reason in them, but because they are laid down after the commandments and traditions of men, and serve for the satisfaction of the flesh. And they are well pleased with what they do in this way; there is a sort of satisfaction in it, it is not that God is pleased, but the flesh is satisfied, and it ends there. It has often been said that there is a strong religious tendency in the nature of man, and therefore a cultivated world cannot do without religion; but the character of worldly religion is always dogmatism, what is laid down by man, the commandments and traditions of men: it cannot rise above this. 

    In regard to the Christian, the point is this: he is dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. Christ in a sense came under the rudiments of the world, for He had His human identity, was made of a woman, made under the law, He was presented to Jehovah, and was circumcised. But He has died out from all that order, and we are dead with Him, If ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. A Christian has passed morally out of that scene. 

    Now I want to look a little at the scene opened to us at the beginning of chapter 3, though I can speak but little as to it, seeing that so little is said about it, and really it is a scene on which one finds it very difficult to touch. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Now may the Lord enable me to say a word in regard to these two or three verses. It is not that I can pretend to expound them; I can only throw out a thought or two in regard to them. We have come, as I was saying at the beginning, to what I believe to be the great purpose and end of deliverance, that is, that we are risen together with Christ. How that is brought about we are told in verse 12 of chapter 2, Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. My own impression, although I would not be very positive about it, is that it should read, In whom also ye are risen with him: I am not clear about connecting it with baptism, I am more inclined to connect it with Christ: in whom, that is, it is in Christ, the Christian is risen with Him. Now we come to the exhortation founded on it, If you are risen together with Christ. You can understand that the Christian is not yet risen; but Christ is risen, and God has wrought in the Christian in the same power by which he raised Christ, and by the same Spirit; and the way in which it is wrought in the soul is through faith of the operation of God, that raised him from the dead. What that means is this, that I see the force and meaning of Gods operation in raising Him from the dead. I begin to see something of the glory of God, what God would secure for Himself out of the wreck and ruin of everything here, and the beginning of it was the resurrection of Christ. When Christ died, everything was gone as you might say; the world was dead in trespasses and sins, Jew and Gentile alike; Christ was in death, and what was to come out of it all? The first ray of light that breaks in upon that scene of darkness is the resurrection of Christ; the power of God raises Christ from the dead; it is God working, who commanded that out of darkness light should shine, and the first ray of light is the glory of God raising Christ again from the dead, that is the real beginning of all for God. Now I apprehend what God is doing, I see the character of his operation, that the purpose and intent of God is to recover. The resurrection is really the divine power in recovery. Satan destroys, man destroys, as the Lord said to the Jews, Destroy this temple, that was what they would do, and in three days I will raise it up. I see that Christ raised again from the dead is the glory of God in contrast to the destructive power of man and of Satan. I delight not only in the personal resurrection of Christ, but in the operation of God that raised Him from the dead. And I am entitled to take this ground, I am risen together with Him; God is bringing a company out of death, and Christ is first of that company, He is the first-fruits of the resurrection. God is bringing many sons to glory, and He has taken the first-born of them out of death. And the same power which wrought in Christ has wrought in us, and the way in which it is evidenced is in faith in the operation of God, that raised him from the dead. We are of His company, risen together with Him, in association with Him, and He is not ashamed to call us brethren. All the sons that are brought to glory are taken out of death. It is the triumph of God, His glory, that He takes a company for glory out of death. 

    I want next to show you the effect of it, and how it opens up to us another scene, a scene which is outside this scene. And the first point is, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. It is interesting to see the different way in which Christ is presented to us in the different epistles. I think you will find that almost every statement in regard to Him in the epistle to the Colossians is really leading up to the divine glory of His Person. And the reason of it is that there had been a tendency among those who were affecting the Colossians to set aside the true glory of the Person of the Son. For instance, in chapter 1 we read, who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature: for by him were all things created, that are in heaven and that are in earth. And again, for it pleased ... that in him should all fulness dwell, and so on. So again in verse 9 of chapter 2 it says, For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. When you come to chapter 3 it says, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. I understand by it that that is the place which Christ has taken personally; it is not a place in which any other but Christ will ever be; you read of the saints being in heavenly places, but not at the right hand of God. It is the place which Christ has taken personally, and to me it is the declaration of the glory of His Person. Angels are the most distinguished of created beings, but unto which of the angels said he at any time, Sit thou at my right hand until I make thy foes thy footstool? The place that Christ has taken as Man at the right hand of God, the place of supreme honour and power, is the declaration on the part of God of who Christ is. I will give you a proof of it. The Lord told the Jews when He was before the Council that they should see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of God, and they said unto Him instantly, Art thou then the Son of God? They felt what it conveyed. So, too, Stephen saw Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And here you get the great truth that He sits at the right hand of God; it is the proof and declaration that He is the Son of God, in the place of supreme honour and glory. I have often thought in regard to Christ here upon earth, that the greatest proof of His deity is what He was as Man; you could not have such a man if He were not God. And here I get the declaration of His deity; that is, that He sits as Man at the right hand of God. It is a wonderful thing for the Christian, because everything is consequently changed, and he can look up there for that very reason, for the blessed truth has come out that there is actually a man sitting at the right hand of God. And then the practical bearing of it is that that Man is the One with whom as Man the Christian is associated, in order to draw his thoughts and heart into another scene where everything is of God. Mark you this, there is nothing there but what is of God; love reigns there supreme. When you think of Christ rejected, spit upon, and crucified down here, now sitting at Gods right hand, the object of all homage and honour and glory in heaven, it is a wonderful thing to think that as Christians we are placed by the grace of God in association with such an One. The practical effect of it must be that you seek the things which are above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 

    The next point is this: Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. There are things above and there are things on the earth. It is a very difficult thing to attempt to describe what the things above are; but I should suppose they are most blessed things, and I take it that things above all centre round Him who is everything to us, who loved us and gave Himself for us. There is no one here tonight but knows very well what the things on earth are. You do not want to find the earth made agreeable to you, because another scene is opened up to you, where everything centres round a Man, highly exalted, proved to be divine, and where everything is of God, and love reigns supreme. 

    But now we have this great truth, Ye are dead. The statement is not doctrinal but practical; you are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. No one knows what the life of the Christian is, it has never yet been manifested, it is hidden in God. If you could see Christ, you would understand then what the life of the Christian is; you will never know it till Christ appears, that is, I imagine, the meaning of the expression, Your life is hid with Christ in God. When he is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is, and no one will be like Him until He is manifested; then we shall be like Him in order that we may see Him. But for the moment our life is hid. How does that work? I think in this way, that a Christian wants to be hid so far as the world is concerned; I do not want to be prominent here so long as my life is hid; I would like to be in the shade down here until Christ who is my life is manifested, but though in obscurity I would not be inactive, but serving the Lord in the place of obscurity. 

    Now we come to the third point, and that is When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Christ is our life, He is the real living power in the Christian, as the apostle says, Not I, but Christ liveth in me; that is what obtains in the present time, our life has not yet been manifested, but Christ is our life, and when He appears we shall appear with him in glory. I think I speak the sentiments and feeling of a great many, when I say, You do not want to come out glorious in the present time. You are content to wait for the time when Christ who is our life is manifested. I do not think we want to antedate the glory. One would not care to be glorious here, knowing that all the glory is at the right hand of God. There has been nothing but the deepest shame and humiliation and ignominy down here for Christ; He has now the blessed answer to it in the place of supreme honour and glory at the right hand of God, and I think the Christian should refuse to be renowned or distinguished in a scene where Christ has only been dishonoured, and content to wait until Christ is manifested in glory. 

    It is a great point to me that God has opened another scene to the Christian. I might illustrate it by the position of the Lord Himself when He was raised again from the dead; you can understand that He had clearly broken every link with this world, though morally He never had any. The potentates of the world had cast Him out, but as raised He enters the Holiest in the virtue of redemption. He had glorified God, and He was on the point of going up to heaven, but he remained here forty days for the will of God. And the Holiest is now true with regard to the Christian. We are risen together with Christ; the same power which raised Him from the dead has operated in us. We are in association with Him, and God has been pleased in His great grace to open up to us that blessed scene into which Christ has entered, and He bids us to seek the things which are above. Our souls are to be filled now with a sense of the blessed things where Christ is. As the apprehension of Christ is opened out to the believer, it is not only that we see Him as the anointed of God, who was here entirely for Gods will, and was the vessel of Gods pleasure, but we apprehend Him now in the glory of His Person; He is the One who sits at the right hand of God, and who is worthy to sit there, and He is declared to be what He is, the Son of God. 

    May God give you to see the great blessing of this truth, to see what a great end is to be gained by deliverance, what deliverance brings you to as to the practical state of your souls, that is, into the consciousness of association with Christ, according to the grace of God; that He is not ashamed to call you brethren; you are in association with Him, you have got glory in view, and the blessed scene where everything is of God, where there is righteousness and holiness and love and majesty, and all that is of God, vindicated in a Man. That is the scene which is opened up to the Christian, and opened up to him in order that he may know what it is to be according to God and for God down here during the little moment he is on earth. May God in His great grace show it to all, in a way in which it is totally impossible for me to show it to you. I have only tried to give the idea of it; and I trust through the grace of God it may really take possession of our souls, that all may see the great gain which is to be obtained through deliverance. 

  
    THE HEAD OF ALL PRINCIPALITY AND POWER (2) (FER 3)

    Colossians 2

    FERThe apostle desired that they might rejoice in his sufferings for them. He rejoiced in them, filling up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ. Then he would have them know what great conflict he had for them, and not only them, but for all down to Laodicea, and not only there, but as many as had not seen his face in the flesh; which brings in us. The epistle to the Laodiceans was to be read by the Colossians, and vice versa. It is remarkable the scope and bearing of the apostles ministry  to as many as have not seen my face in the flesh  his conflict was to the end given in verse 2  hearts comforted, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding. That is the great preservative. What comes out in Colossians is just what marks the present time. You get philosophy and science and human wisdom, and the name of Christianity retained, and yet throwing the law and testimony of God overboard. There could be nothing for God if there was no testimony  when things are turned upside down all is confusion. There are those who say, there is no testimony, and others do not go so far, but they throw the Scriptures overboard; but if there are no Scriptures, I do not see what we have. Influences are at work to oppose the testimony of God; if there be no testimony, there can be nothing for God. Thy testimonies are very sure, Psalm 93: 5. The testimony will have its place in those in whom God has wrought, yet even true Christians come under the evil influences at work which tend to oppose the testimony. If man has departed from God, then, as a result, all is out of gear, and then we are absolutely dependent upon a testimony from God. The position in Christendom is illogical; for in a world of confusion, to discredit testimony, and yet retain the name of Christianity, is illogical. I often feel indignant at the enormous assumption of people who throw testimony overboard, and yet are quite ignorant of all that Scripture says. The great antidote is the full assurance of understanding. The leaders who oppose the testimony have no idea of the testimony of Jesus being the spirit of prophecy. The mystery of God is His purpose to head up all things in Christ. The full assurance of understanding of the mystery of God, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Wisdom is the resource of God, by which He can displace evil, and bring in what is according to Himself; Gods ability to do that is wisdom. The form it takes now is, Christ in you, the hope of glory. The mystery is manifest in that way to us, and in that way we are in the good of Gods purpose, because in virtue of Christ in you, you get the power of sin and evil broken, and what is of God prevailing. 

    The new man is created after God in righteousness and holiness. It is only in Christianity you can have any real idea of righteousness and holiness; the terms may be used, but there is no real idea of them. We get a foreshadowing of the new man in Old Testament saints. What distinguished them before God was really some trait of Christ. Like Abraham, who was called out from his kindred, and from his fathers house. It was a foreshadowing of Christ. It was He who was alien to His mothers children. Then again, Abraham went out, and left his country. It was really pointing on to Christ. It was He who had not where to lay His head. Every trait and feature in Old Testament saints which refreshes you, is all a foreshadowing of Christ, and is but some trait of Christ. The word of God is that which has been light all along the history of the world. Whatever bit of light there was, was always by the word of God. The word of God is the testimony. People greatly need encouragement. Some suffer under pressure of circumstances; others on account of the loss of natural links, because of the path they have taken. People are often liable to depression, and so saints need encouragement. People, however, live in a border land. They do not enter with full heart into the new links which the apostle John speaks of. We are to love one another; there is no neutral ground. The two-and-a-half tribes did not go over, and they were extremely liable to the influences of the world. Some people think they would be giving themselves away to answer to the claims of Christian love. We cannot afford to despise lowly people. We have to accept them because God has accepted them. We often cannot get past peoples peculiarities, but the likelihood is they are more acceptable in Gods sight than perhaps you are, and by you, I mean myself. I am not the best Christian! We want to get round to what Christ is for God. A babe knows the same Christ that a father does; but a babe only apprehends what Christ is for him; but a father apprehends Him as on Gods side; that is the One in whom all Gods purpose centres. If we apprehend Him as the Ark of the covenant, we must enter the holiest. A babe cannot go on to the riches of the secret of God; that is the knowledge of the mystery. It is all the work of the Spirit which brings us to the point to be arrived at, that is the knowledge of the mystery. It must be very great that all the treasures of resource are found in it. Christ is the Head. All things are headed up in Him. In chapter 1 Christ is spoken of as Head first in connection with creation, and then in connection with reconciliation. The mystery is the whole extent of Gods purpose in Christ. The assembly has the greatest place in that purpose. God will displace sin and death in the same place where sin and death were, 

    you get the introduction of all that is according to God. In the Head of all things you get all the fulness of God, all will be accomplished and brought to pass in the light of God. All will be established morally according to God, and all will be held together in perfect unity. It is all one in the Head. One Head holding all must bring in unity. There are circles in heaven, and there will be circles on earth, and each and all will take character from Christ, and in that way be according to God, and all held together by one Head  The Sun of righteousness with healing in his wings. It is a beautiful expression. 

    RemEnticing words was to make them dissatisfied and to want something else. 

    FERThe apostle seemed to be alive to the danger that beset them. I suspect there was an effort in earlier days to bring in a mixture of philosophy, Eastern ideas and Judaism. There was an effort to allegorise scriptures, and in that way to destroy the moral application. The impudent way in which men try to get over facts stated in Scripture, and treating them as fables! Facts which have a great moral bearing, and yet these men do not openly deny the Scriptures, but are such traitors. In looking at Scripture, it is important to look at it from a moral point of view. Nothing is related as history, but entirely with a moral bearing, and with the intention to convey some moral thought; but we must have the foundation of facts, not fables. People try to accommodate themselves to philosophy and science; but it is no good, for those to whom they try to accommodate themselves have no intention of accepting any testimony of God at all. If people do not apprehend Christ spiritually, they cannot understand Scripture. The Scriptures were given for believers, they were written for our learning. If a man has not a spiritual apprehension of Christ, he cannot understand any part of Scripture, either Old Testament or New. 

    In our day the most important things in Scripture, new birth and eternal life, are misunderstood. They have connected new birth with baptism, and eternal life has been taken up in a material way, and the result is these things have been made a laughing-stock. These things can only be understood by the Spirit of God. The apostle preached Christ crucified, that was intensely moral; it set forth the end of man, and set forth, too, what was Gods demonstration of what flesh is in His sight. 

    Are there not some parts of Scripture more difficult than others? 

    FERYes, there are; the most difficult parts of scripture to me are the writings of John. All depends on ability of apprehension. We are not men enough to apprehend them. In understanding be men, 1 Corinthians 14: 20. If so, these things would not be obscure to us. The apostle prays for this here. In Johns gospel Christ is presented entirely as on Gods side. It is essentially on the divine side: We have contemplated his glory, John 1: 14. He is the Fathers sent One, come to do the Fathers will. His words were the Fathers words, His works the Fathers works. In the other gospels the miracles were all as setting forth the virtue in Christ for man. The key to Johns gospel is the glory as of an only begotten with a father. Even the miracles related in Johns gospel, which are sparingly given, are counted as signs, and they manifested forth His glory. John speaks of eternal life morally, and presents it in the Father and the Son, and so we can get it now. In the other gospels it is spoken of in connection with the coming age. The great struggle we have gone through has been to get the truth of eternal life out of the rut of materialism. 

    Verses 6 and 7. We have received the Spirit, and the great point is to walk in the Spirit, not as natural men. I do not think Christ is very much presented in preaching; certain things are pressed on people, and anecdotes are told; His work is put in afterwards, and forgiveness is pressed on them, but there is very little preaching of Christ, which is the setting forth of the present relation of Christ who is at the right hand of God, but yet stands in a special relation to all men. He is the One Mediator, the present living Mediator. The redemption is in Christ Jesus, and it is available for men as they are affected God-wards. Man has revolted from God, and therefore man has to turn to God. The responsibility of returning lies upon the one who revolted, and the truth of the Mediator is that the way is open the moment he apprehends the grace of God in the Mediator, and then he turns to God. The Mediator had taken up mans liabilities. The point in preaching is, to present to men the present position of Christ at this moment as having taken up a relation to all men. Christ is to be presented as Head: Through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, Acts 13: 38. Philip went down to Samaria and preached Christ unto them. If Christ stands by divine appointment in relation to men, which He is adequate and entitled to fill, then man has responsibilities in regard to Him. It is a great thing to press this upon men. Walking in Christ is the acceptance of Christ as wisdom instead of being such a fool as to trust ones self. It is a great thing to walk in Him, to find Christ as wisdom. I am a far better man than I should have been had I walked by my own head. It gives superiority; there is a moral dignity that is above everything  that is in Christ. It is all morally great. 

    It is important to see the line on which things are presented and seen. There are many things in the world which are not after Christ, and there are things after Christ. The rudiments of the world, philosophy and vain deceit, are not after Christ; they are not on that line. Things are either on one line or the other. The literature of the day is on the line of philosophy and vain deceit, except when it is pure imagination. We have to test things, to try them, and the test is, Are they after Christ? The test is, Do they bring the light of God? The rudiments of the world, and the traditions of men, never brought the light of God. What is after Christ brings in revelation. 

    RemPeople speak about the light of reason. 

    FERBut that does not bring in the light of God. The world did not begin with philosophy; philosophy began when certain social conditions existed, and deductions were then made as to what existed. Mathematics never originated anything. Reason originates nothing. All right reason must begin from the top; but what people speak of as reason is in the sense of from man to God; they begin at the wrong end. If there is no revelation, no real light of God, there are no premises to reason on. The traditions of men are very doubtful premises. They say, supposing certain conditions, then reason would be superior to passion. I do not believe it, because I do not think passion could be controlled by reason. 

    What does verse 6 refer to? 

    FERIt is a remarkable expression, because it takes in three titles. Christ Jesus, the Lord, not the Lord Jesus Christ. Ye have received the Christ. The point of the epistle (the mystery) is really Christ in you, the hope of glory; in you Gentiles. It would not have been so wonderful to say this of Jews; but Christ is Jesus the Lord. The Lord, brings in exaltation. Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living, Romans 14: 9. Then he goes on to warn them against being deflected: he brings in the Lord, because He is Head of all principality and power. The Lord is supreme for administration to us there is ... one Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 8: 6. Everything for God is effectuated by the Lord. There is no one you can look at above Him. He is the Head: there are many below Him. No one ever gets free of Satan till he gets to the Lord. It is only as you get to the Lord, that you realise Satans power. Israel had to be on completely new ground (resurrection) before they were free of Pharaoh and the Egyptians. If a person is under the power of superstition, liable to be carried away by imagination, when they get to the Lord, they get free of it. No one who has got to the Lord would occupy themselves with superstition. Those who can influence you are above you. If I have fallen under the influence of spirits, I have not got to the Lord. We are not going to affect the Lord. He will affect us; He is too great to be affected. The Lord will not bend to our point. He may bend us to Him. We like to persuade the Lord to our way of thinking sometimes, but we are not going to do it. We forget sometimes that He is the Lord. He is not only Jesus, but the Lord. It is a wicked invention that any human mediator could have influence with the Lord, to affect Him. The wonderful thing has come to pass, that Christ is in the Gentiles. The Jew could not understand Christ being among the Gentiles. Only one thing explains it, and that is that His body is here. In the gospels we get Christ presented to man, and in the epistles He is exalted and made Lord and Christ at the right hand of God. The Christ is the One whom Scripture has always had in view; therefore Christ come in the flesh was what was insisted on. The idea of Christ the Anointed, is that the one is come who is going to give effect to all Gods will. 

    Is it for earth that He is the Anointed? 

    FERNo. The one on whom the Spirit descended was the same who baptised with the Holy Spirit, and He did not do this until He was exalted. The great thought, however, in Scripture is a connection between heaven and earth. We get the kingdom of heaven now; we have to look to the heavens for light and direction. In Genesis God made the heaven and the earth, and so also in Revelation 21: 3, the tabernacle of God is with men. It is a great thing for saints to get to the Lord, to be ordered by Him. There is no greater favour could be conferred upon you than to give you His mind as to what is taking place down here. The great effect of it is, that you are not overwhelmed nor overcome by evil. There is no phase of evil but what the Lord has foreseen, and He lays it all down in Scripture. It may cause a sense of confusion in me, but He is above it. He is not confused by it. He saw it all from the outset. Verse 8 is a warning. The folly of philosophy is that it comes short of telling me about God. It can speculate and argue. The philosophers premises are only from what he knows, but what can philosophy tell me? No one from what we see around us can know God. There are 10,000 witnesses of God here  parental affection, filial obedience, etc.  and yet these things are out of course; mans passions get the better of him, and all the evils resulting from that, and who is going to know what God is from that? 

    Does receiving Him go beyond faith? 

    FERYes, I think so; they had received the Spirit. If we walk in the Spirit, there is the recognition of Jesus the Lord. If we walk in the Spirit, we walk in the truth of the Christ. 

    Is it the same as abiding in Christ? 

    FERWell, here it is walk which carries the idea of conversation. Walk is the result of abiding, I should say. 

    Is it Christ dwelling in your heart by faith? 

    FERIn Ephesians 3 it is prayer that it might be so, and it is the result of state; it is by being strengthened with might by His Spirit, in the inner man. Received the Christ, is having received the testimony; 

    but that could be said of any Christian; but being strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in the heart by faith is, I think, a good deal further on. The epistle is essentially a guarding epistle. It is with a view to their not moving away. The great effort has been to identify Christ and Christianity with the course of this world. It was the effort of Judaising teachers and philosophers. In this country it is what has been done; but it is all false. If Christ, the Son of God, came in as man, He cannot be a crown; He must be a beginning, a Head; so it says, the beginning of the creation of God, not the end of it. People render it often a new creation; but that is not it. He is the Head, the beginning of the creation of God. He is the firstborn from the dead; that is, it was Gods purpose to establish all on the footing of resurrection. Redemption is in Christ, and He is risen, and hence it follows that all in the creation of God must be on that footing, otherwise it would not be in accord with Christ. 

    RemThe eagerness to connect Christ with this world is in order to put a sanction on it. 

    FERYes; the way forgiveness of sins has been presented, is that man might have it in this world. The truth is, man is forgiven in view of another world. People are forgiven, and receive the gift of the Spirit, and that connects them with Christ and another world. The benefit is presented to every man, so that in coming to Christ they might receive the Spirit, and thus be in attachment to Christ, who is the beginning of another world. We are justified in Christ; not in ourselves. The disposition is to connect Christ and Christianity with the course of this world. Christianity has come to be the religion of this world. It is a point of the last moment to make manifest the great end of preaching. Forgiveness is preached in the name of One who is the Head of a system, and the object is that man may believe in Him, and, consequent on faith, receive the Spirit, which attaches him to Christ and to another world. 

    For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him which is the head of all principality and power (verses 9, 10). It is a great expression that in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The idea is, that all the fulness of the Godhead is brought into contact with man. All that God is, is brought into contact with man. 

    Verse 9: There is nothing left out of the Godhead all the fulness, and it is in a vessel, bodily. This verse refers to what the Lord is now, but chapter 1: 19 is what He was as down here. No one knows anything of God, save as we see it revealed in Christ as man. We have the full revelation of God in a man, without any confusion of God and man. There is where the mystery lies. There is the full setting forth of what God is in a man. The union of God and man is an improper thought. By the fact of the incarnation, the Son becoming a Man, He took a place lower than angels. Chapter 1: 19 is not what was true of Him in eternity. He was in the form of God then. You must have the vessel for the fulness of God to dwell in. In eternity the unity of Godhead existed, but after the incarnation there was a spot where the fulness of Godhead was pleased to dwell. In becoming Man He gave up the place that was proper to Him. The object of it was that everything might take its character from Him. The truth is God can trust nothing but the divine nature. There is no greater mystery in Scripture than the unity of Godhead. Three Persons, and yet unity of such a character that they can speak of an I. Someone has said, No separation of will, but each willing. In the Old Testament there is but one Person speaking, and nothing to show there were three Persons there. 

    In Christ, the High Priest can touch the Ark. The Son became man, and in doing so He touched the Ark. The Ark and the High Priest are one. It is two lights in which Christ is presented; in Him the approach is equal to the revelation. The Priest has gone in and touched the Ark; He did not need blood or incense (the blood was on our account). Approach and revelation are set forth in the same Person; it is the foundation of Christianity that approach is equal to revelation. 

    In verse 10 we get He is the head of all principality and power. Men are affected by principalities and powers, they are affected intellectually. The influences by which men are affected come from heaven. Take idolatry, superstition, and infidelity; these are influences which come from the unseen world. Satan has not yet been cast out of the heavenly places; and therefore Satanic influences come from heaven. Man never invented idolatry, nor do I believe that infidelity is natural to man; they have come in; but they have come in from somewhere else. In result, what will be is that every man will be affected by Christ, for Christ will be the wisdom of the universe. The universe will come under the influence of Christ. The wisdom which is from Him alone, is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy, James 3: 17. It is a remarkable passage: the wisdom of man leads to confusion and every evil work, verse 16. The universe will be influenced by Christ, and you will get  not confusion and every evil work  but purity and peace and gentleness, mercy and good fruits, and no hypocrisy. How would the world get on without hypocrisy and partiality? Every man in the world is a hypocrite. People keep up false appearances. We are warned against dissimulation. 

    The account we get of wisdom is very beautiful. It is a wonderful thing to look forward to a system where the wisdom which is from God alone will prevail. The first principle of the world to come is righteousness and salvation. That will be purity  full of mercy and good fruits. The other expressions are what describe Christ. He was pure, peaceable, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. It is a description of what Christ was Himself while down here. No man can walk rightly according to God down here, except under the influence of Christ. You may distribute millions of money; but except you are under the influence of Christ, there is something wrong with it. Suppose you could cure all the poverty in the world; it would not improve man morally. Lawlessness came in first; but it was succeeded by hatred; and these principles mark the world now. 

    Principalities and powers generally refer to heaven; thrones and dominions refer more to things on earth. Principalities and powers are looked upon as the forces which act upon men down here, whether for good or for evil. Satan is the anti-priest; he is the accuser of the brethren; he accuses them day and night; he accused Job; and he tried to accuse Joshua in the time of Zechariah. Christians often want to walk according to men. What do the masses get from the great men in the world? Things are not improved by their influence. I believe what comes out now has never been surpassed. There may be the advance of education and civilisation; but what we want is the wisdom from above. 

    All that God is, dwells in Christ bodily. But in the fact of dwelling in Him bodily, it is all brought into contact with men. The moment He became man, all the fulness was there. The necessary consequence of the incarnation was that all the fulness of the Godhead was there. Nothing could affect the unity of the Godhead. Figures and illustrations which attempt to give an idea of the Trinity are useless. The Father and the Son are one in the unity of the Spirit. The Spirit is spoken of as the Spirit of the Father, and also as the Spirit of the Son. The truth as to God is that He dwelleth in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see, 1 Timothy 6: 16. Many people have poorly entered into the truth that Christ is God. Many sentimental ideas have been brought in in connection with the name Jesus, which have affected people more perhaps than they know. But the soul has to apprehend that He is God. Ye are complete in him. That is, you lack nothing. You are complete in regard to wisdom. People read books, and they may get a knowledge of men and manners; but where is wisdom? I cannot see that wisdom has reference to this world only. You cannot be wise and leave God out. If you leave God out, there is no standard of good and evil, nor any solution of them. When you get an absolute standard of right and wrong, and can look on to the solution of good and evil, then you begin to get an idea of wisdom. The coming of Christ involves God bringing everything to an issue; and wisdom, therefore, has reference to that great question. Good and evil will each respectively find its own place. Everything has an end. There will be a disentanglement. The Son of God has been manifested that He might undo the works of the devil. He has come in, as the absolute standard of right and wrong, so that all may be brought to an issue. The disentanglement is now going on in Christians. They are to refuse the evil and choose the good. We have a perfect standard. Christ loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. Now Christ gave Himself for us, that He might deliver us from all lawlessness. A Christian being full-grown in Christ means that every moral faculty is developed; every part is proportionately developed. The heart and the conscience and the mind all exercised in proportion. 

    What is head of principality and power? 

    FERThere is nothing above Christ. It is a great thing to get this into the soul. He is the Head of all principality and power. Fulness of Godhead dwells in Him, and ye are complete, filled full in Him. You want no knowledge but Christ. What can philosophy give me? There is really no such thing as philosophy, for if you leave God out, it is not philosophy, no wisdom in it, and if you bring God in, it is religion. J.N.D. said, If a person wants to be wise and intelligent, it is the knowledge of God will make you wise. The end of wisdom is God, to know Him. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. The tendency was to try and make philosophy and Judaism work together. The Jew adopted a great deal of the eastern speculation as to God; the teaching of the Old Testament was turned into allegories; the historical persons were made to represent some principle or other; all turned to mysticism. It is a great lesson for us to learn in what complete independence God has placed us of all that is of man. The apprehension of truth is not according to a persons natural ability, but according to ones spirituality. We do not learn through men, we are taught by the Spirit. It is the only way we get it. People may have a retentive memory and the like, but you only get what you are prepared for. We were speaking about Ephesians 2 the other day, and I felt I knew little or nothing about it. I felt I was not man enough for it. Scripture tells you (as someone has said) what you are to get, but it does not give it to you. It is the Spirit who gives it to you. I do not believe the Lord has a greater pleasure here in the good of His people, than to direct us into the will of God. We get the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, 2 Thessalonians 3: 5. We may have truth suggested to us by another, but you have to get it by the Spirit. The disciples never learnt anything from the Lord upon earth, and they had the best Teacher that ever was, or could be, until they received the Spirit, and then they got all the gain of it afterwards. John 14: 26: He shall bring all things to your remembrance; whatsoever I have said unto you. Of course our walk must be guided by our knowledge. 

    If saints want to grow, do you not send them to the Scriptures? 

    FERNo. I should try to lead him to the Lord. The Lord might lead him to the Scriptures. The word of His grace is a moral idea, not so much the Bible, but the expression of Gods grace. Whatever expresses the grace of God is the word of His grace. It is the word of His grace, not the word of His requirement as the legal system was. Now in verse 11 you get the other side: we are filled full in him, but now we are circumcised, we are cut off from the other man. Just as a saint grows in Christ, he grows in intelligence according to God. What will mans knowledge here be worth, if this world were to pass away. We want intelligence as to what is eternal and enduring, and just as we grow in Christ, we are intelligent in this way. We are complete in Him, and we are cut off from the other. All that is in Christ the fulness of the Godhead is available for you. He is head of all principality and power is brought in to cut off the system of mediation that they were bringing in. Circumcision meant the putting off the body of the flesh, and baptism meant burial so that you should not be seen. Circumcision refers to the death of Christ. Many a man died, but it was the death of Christ that was the putting off the body of the flesh, the whole state before God was condemned. In the circumcision of Christ all goes. The putting off the body of the flesh was what was effected in His death. No other death could effect it. Resurrection brings in the new man. We could not have putting off without bringing in something else. We are sanctified by being extinguished, as God will not allow the flesh in a man. 

    These are authorities by which men will be affected in the world to come, men will be affected by influences from heaven; but, then, Christ is Head. He is pre-eminent above all principalities and powers. The practical result will be, that all will be affected by Christ. Worshipping of angels. Angels play a great part in the imagination. One great man supposed that there was an angel in every blade of a plant! Men intrude into the angelic world, which they know nothing about. 

    RemBut the One who is above them all has come close to man down here. 

    FERWhen a man has got Christ he has got wisdom. There is no wisdom when the most important considerations are left out. 

    It is a great thing in regard to what is going to be displayed, that all the fulness of the Godhead resides in Christ, and that He is the Head of all principality and power. It is not the case in connection with this universe; it is in connection with what is going to be. When God created Adam, the fulness of the Godhead did not dwell in Adam, nor was Adam head of all principality and power; it is that which has come to pass in Christ. All that is in the Godhead has come into contact with men, and then again, no principality and power can be against man, for Christ is Head of all. There have been principalities and powers under which man has been; but all will be changed. It makes all the difference between the world which has sprung up in the providence of God, and what will be. When the Son of God became man, then of necessity all the fulness of the Godhead must be there; you could not have the Son apart from the Father; nor the Spirit apart from the Father and the Son. But, then, all the fulness of the Godhead is in touch with man. Living water is presented for every man  whosoever will. 

    It is an immense point to see what has come to pass in the Son of God becoming man. It was only the One to whom the inheritance belonged who could take up the liabilities and accomplished redemption; so the Son of God became man; but, in doing so, all the fulness of the Godhead was in touch with man. All principality and power is tested by Christ; and in result all principalities and powers which do not answer to Him, will be ejected; and hence Satan will fall from heaven as lightning. I cannot conceive of a principle more important than that all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily, and that He is the Head of all principality and power. It seems to me that the whole system of blessing in the world to come is dependent upon these. They are, therefore, vitally important. Ye are complete in him. You are furnished with all wisdom and knowledge and understanding. I do not care how men are going to carry out things. If any government came into office, the most astute politician cannot forecast what will be the course of things; but he will be governed by expediency and circumstances. It is not wisdom; there is no resource; and he has to depend upon circumstances. But what we get in Christ is all the resources of wisdom and knowledge. He is Head of all principality and power; that is, that every power which affects man must take its cue from Christ. Principalities and powers evidently refer to heaven; they are in the heavenly places. They do not now take their character from Christ. Satan does not acknowledge Christ, for he will set up Antichrist. But it is true now that Christ is Head of all principalities and powers, and in result they must be ejected. 

    In Luke you get tremendous things brought out. I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Then you get all things are delivered to me of my Father. Christ is the appointed Centre. Then He speaks of revealing the Father. Then He comes in as mans neighbour. He comes in to give the impulse and impetus to mercy upon earth. Satan falling from heaven will produce a great change in heaven. Then you get Christ as centre, and as the revealer of the Father. Then He comes to give the impulse to mercy. Man is more prone to judgement than to mercy. The heavens will be purged; now they are not clean in His sight; and so, too, the earth will be purged. 

    You get more proof of the deity of Christ in Lukes gospel than almost anywhere else; more moral evidences, not in statements, but in acts. No man knoweth who the Father is save the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him. He revealed the Father, and only One in whom all the fulness of the Godhead was, could do so. I think people might ponder these two statements: In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily and He is the head of all principality and power. They are amazing! There are three things we are warned against here: (1) Reason, that is mans mind (verse 8); (2) Religious order (verse 16); (3) Sentimentality (verse 18). These three things make up man. There is an answer in us to all these. Reason takes up things and makes deductions, takes up traditions of men, and the elements of the world. 

    Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days. There is religiousness about man, superstition, religious order. High-churchism is a kind of religious order; months and seasons and times. Then there is sentimentality, which is more strongly developed in some than in others; that is intruding into things which they have not seen. Take man apart from the animal part of him, he is made up of these three things  reason, religious order, and sentimentality. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. All these things have come into Christianity. The Colossians were warned against them. There are many things which are of reason in higher criticism. It is all after the traditions of men. Then strongly developed in Christendom you get religious order. The Roman catholic and high churchman live in a world of imagination. The point in this chapter is that they all belong to this world system. Now, the point is, we belong to another system, and one which God has already called into existence, for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily  and He is the head of all principality and power. We belong to that order, and so we get ye are circumcised, ye are risen with Christ, and quickened together with him. Circumcision is the putting off the body of the flesh; the whole moral condition which qualifies a man for this world. A Christian is not qualified for this world; circumcision is the putting off the whole moral condition which fits for this world. There is a certain moral condition which qualifies a man for this world in feeling and mind and desire: that is the body of the flesh. It is the complete moral condition (which is the force of body). The world is made up of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. Now circumcision is the putting off the complete body of the flesh. The point is to see the divine idea. The moral condition which suits a man of this world, does not suit a man of the world of which Christ is the Centre. These two moral conditions are as different as they can be. You are risen with Christ and quickened with Him. We are risen, for all that is in association with Christ must be in accord with Christ. When people depart from the truth, they get back to what is natural to man. It is not to be wondered at in some cases that people who have been brought up with us, go back to these things if there is no work of God in them. In some cases reason and mind are more developed, and people turn to dissent; in others, sentimentality is stronger, and high churchism attracts; but in every case religious order is accepted. 

    What is Buried with him in baptism? 

    FERUntil the body of the flesh is put off, they could not be buried, otherwise you bury them alive. Then it is you come back to your baptism. Baptism is not a persons responsibility. People were baptised in the early days apart from their entering into the significance of it; but we have to come to it, in its moral import, which is putting off the body of the flesh, then we come to the truth of our baptism. On the other hand, you are risen with Him; that is, you are in association with Christ. Then, too, you are quickened; that is, you are qualified in respect of spiritual affections; that is, you have a new moral being according to God. If Christianity brings before you living associations and relations, I do not see how you can be in them save as quickened of God. You cannot get a new moral condition and being, in any other way, save by being quickened. It is the only way a new moral being can be produced. We are quickened. It is not only we believe. We are quickened; but we realise the truth of the statement by virtue of the work of God in us. The whole theory, only believe, and you will have everlasting life, is wrong. It is getting people to believe something about themselves. We are called to believe about God and Christ. We get nothing by faith, we know what is there by faith, but it is by the Spirit we appropriate. Faith apprehends what is there in Christ; but what is in Christ is for everybody, not for me in particular. I apprehend by faith that forgiveness and salvation are there in Christ for every man; but consequent upon faith we receive the Spirit, and it is by the Spirit we can appropriate these things. The divine way is that everything is in Christ for man. By faith I apprehend that; but by the Spirit I appropriate what is in Christ. 

    The most lawless men sometimes are those who are so in mind, others are lawless in imagination; they pry into what is not seen. There is no lawlessness where the Sun rules. In the heavens (Psalm 19), Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge; they have no speech nor language, yet their voice is heard. The point in each and all, whether circumcised, risen with Him, or quickened, is to separate us from the course of this world. From the end of verse 13 to the end of verse 15 refers really to the coming of the Lord. We have no scapegoat. Forgiveness of sins is not now administered publicly in the world. 

    Then we do not get the handwriting of ordinances blotted out yet; but publicly we still are under the period of law. The dispensation is not changed. The High Priest has not come out, nor have principalities and powers been spoiled publicly yet. Satan is not yet cast out. These will all be apparent in the world to come; but we anticipate all by faith. All was effected in the death of Christ; but it does not come out publicly until Christ comes in glory. There are the sufferings of Christ, and the glories to follow. We are still in the period of the sufferings; the glories are to come. Forgiveness of sins in the end of Luke 24 is anticipative of the world to come. It is in His name. We have forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Spirit, and the object is that we might approach God, that we might have liberty with God. The witness we have is totally unknown by the world. The witness of the Spirit is good to me; but one proof to others is, I can carry my bed. The righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in those who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. The law previously killed him; but now he carries his bed. These things will all be manifested in the world to come; but in the witness of the Spirit we have the good of them now. They are all accomplished. The principle of Christianity is that we anticipate by the Spirit what is going to be displayed. Then the apostle warns them against these different things  religious order and imagination. 

    Imagination is the most lawless thing; take a mad man  he is controlled by imagination without reason; then take a dreamer, he is quite lawless. A novel writer is one of the most lawless of men in imagination; he allows his imagination to work; he himself lives in an unreal world; and he seeks to induce others to do so. Paradise Lost is all imagination. If people spend their faculties in research, putting things together which have occurred, that is wholesome comparatively. I respect historians; but I feel very strongly about novel writers. Judaism was a worldly religious order, feasts and new moons, etc.  they were only shadows, but the body is of Christ. The body is the beginning of the substance; the substance is what God is going to set forth in Christ. Holding the head. You can do that because He is revealed. He has come out. That is not intruding into things which you have not seen. Men can hold Christ because He has been revealed. The Holy Spirit has come down to report the glory of Christ; but that followed His having been down here. Holding the head refers to the Head of all principality and power. The body is the only thing now which is in connection with the Head, and so the body gets all the present good of the Head. The Head will supply all morally in the world to come; there will be sunshine and healing water. The Head is the source of supply now; we get all the good of the Head now. Increases with the increase of God is the divine nature; unto its self-edifying in love. 

    It is difficult to realise many of these things now, on account of the state of things; but in the early church we can see it. They were exhorted to let their love abound one toward another. It is wonderful that the fulness of the Godhead dwells in a Man, because it brings it close to men. Then that Man is the divinely-appointed Centre to which men are to be attached, that they may be delivered from lawless men. There you get the gospel. 

    Christ came out the first time to reveal God, and in redemption to lay the foundation of everything; but then He has gone in to present man to God, and He comes out the second time both as King and Priest; King to rule, and Priest for blessing, like Melchisedec. He goes in to present us holy and unblameable. He has gone in that the offering up of the Gentiles may be acceptable. He presents Israel  in fact  all. It is the function of the Priest to present man to God. But when He comes again, He does not come out to reveal, for He has revealed God; and He does not present; but He comes out as King and Priest to rule and bless. The thought in this epistle is presentation and going in; we do get the coming out in the expression that in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; but that is not the point of view in this epistle. We are buried with Him, risen with Him, and quickened together with Him. It is all God-ward, and the thought of it is, that we might live towards God. They had been dead in trespasses and sins, and were dead in regard to God. 

    Circumcision is the seal of righteousness; it was a fleshly rite as taken up in Israel, but it is not of Moses, but of the fathers; and so to get the real significance we have to go back to Abraham. Then it is the seal of faith; it is the having put off the old man, and the putting on of the new. That is the seal that he is righteous. It is the proof and evidence that the man is no longer lawless; but is in attachment. Circumcision is of the heart and spirit, not of the letter. 

    RemRomans 3 and 4. 

    FERWhen righteousness of God is upon you, then Christ is your righteousness. It is toward all, but it is not upon a man, until he is in Christ. The bearing of it is toward all; but it is upon all who believe. The righteousness of God is established in Christ, and those who believe are covered in that way by Christ. There has been a great effort to give a man a standing by faith. If a man is not in Christ, he has no standing, no real place before God. In Romans 3 God is declaring Himself from His own side. Christ is a mercy-seat for God. 

    Then, in chapter 4 we have Christ on our side: He was delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justification, and so Christ is appropriated as Lord; that is the test and evidence of faith. If a man confesses Christ as Lord, it is a proof he has got the Spirit (verse 13). Morally and dispensationally the Gentile was outside everything. The conduct of the Gentile was such that he was morally dead in regard to God; practically impotent. The terrible thing is that man is dead in regard to God, and yet alive in sin down here. Then God meets it by quickening us together with Christ, so that we may live in regard to God. Quickening is anticipative of the coming of the Lord, and the object is that we may live in regard to God. You are dead to the world, that is your baptism; but you live in regard to God. It is the contrast to your previous state, Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

    The great thought in this epistle and in the Ephesians, is Christ gone in to present (not as in other epistles coming out), and in connection with that the Spirit is given. Thou hast ascended up on high, and given gifts unto men. Ye are risen together with him, brings in the thought of association. Quickening accompanies being risen with Christ. You get association in Colossians; you are risen with Him. In mind, the Christian is on the same ground as Christ is. 

    Why bring in having forgiven you all trespasses after quickening? 

    FERYou are quickened in regard to God; and so all that could come between God and man has been removed. Offences would come on mans conscience, so we get a purged conscience. Then, again, the handwriting of ordinances has been taken out of the way; that might hamper a Jew; but then the system is all abrogated. 

    Then He has spoiled principalities and powers. People were under the power of these; now all has been exposed; holy angels, and evil angels, they are all exposed. There was a show of them openly. Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. Christendom has put itself back under these things. In popery and high churchism people have no real idea of approach to God  of access to God; all is carried on by the clergy. Triumphing over them in it. The death of Christ was a great triumph. Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the sea shore. God made a way through the Red Sea. Pharaoh thought he had got the people; and then a way is made through the sea, and the waters were a wall unto them, and they went through to God. Pharaoh and his hosts were foolhardy, and they assayed to go, and were drowned in the Red Sea. So David slew Goliath; the enemy was led in triumph. When you come to the present application, the point is their power is annulled. You can drown flesh as the Egyptians, but not spirit; and so you cannot see principalities and powers gone; but, through death, the power of the enemy is gone. When a way is made through death, the enemy cannot terrify man. Man can pass through death to God; baptism is the figure. We pass through to the house of God, where the Spirit is. The object of this epistle is to plant the saints as to their intelligence in the sphere where God and Christ are, really on resurrection ground. There is no peace, unless people are living in this. 

    It is a point of the greatest moment that we see the testimony of that which God has had before Him to bring to pass. It is one testimony all through. The central point in the Pentateuch is the ark of the covenant. In the historical books the central point is David. In the Psalms it is Christ come out and gone in; and in the prophets it is the testimony of Jesus which is the spirit of prophecy. God takes up the kingdom under the whole heaven, that He may dwell in Zion. Scripture is in spirit and principle the testimony of God. It is not merely a collection of inspired writings; it is that; but it is in spirit and principle the testimony of God. I should like people to be established in the Old Testament. The enemy assails the Old Testament, and in doing so he wants to get rid of the New. The effort of the present day is to get rid of the Old, and then they think they have the New; but the truth is, when you get rid of the Old, you have also got rid of the New. If you do away with the Old, you make Christ an impostor. There is not a writing in the New Testament which has not a root in the Old. People want to get a comprehensive view, and to see that Scripture in the real spirit and principle of it, is the testimony of God. 

    What are shadow of things to come? 

    FERThese things are shadows  feasts, new moons, etc. New moons refers to the renewing of Gods relation with His people; it is a new epoch; but it is a shadow of things to come. We do not want to be taken up with shadows now, for the day has dawned; for the substance has come in. It is not the exact thing that has come in; but Christ has come in; and the substance, the body, is of Christ. The people to whom these enactments were given did not understand them. They were written for us. A Jew did not know what a new moon meant. If a prophet did not understand his own writings, I do not think a Jew could understand what the new moon signified. Men like Abraham, Moses, and David were beyond their dispensation. God wrought in them in a special way. Moses said, Show me thy glory. He saw Gods hinder parts; he could not anticipate; he could only see something of Gods past ways. 

    What would verse 16 answer to in the present day? 

    FERReligious order; days and seasons are regarded; Lent, etc. 

    How were these things shadows? 

    FERBecause the things will be fulfilled in the millennium. The millennium will be a great holy day; so also the sabbath, and the feasts. The feast of tabernacles is a shadow of good things to come. There has been an effort, and a successful one, too, to interweave these things into Christianity, into the present world-system. The truth is they do not belong to this world at all. In the Christianity around, the spirit and principle of popery is Babylon; and when the harlot rides the beast, it betrays its true character. Popery, and all allied to popery, will ride the beast. It is Babylonish, and the glory of man is the feature. Everything comes to its own issue. In Zechariah the woman takes the ephah, and it is established in the land of Shinar. The harlot does not come under the judgement of God, the beast tears her. Holy days, etc., suit the religious instincts of men; the ordinances which God gave to Israel were suited to a people in the flesh. The body is of Christ, refers to the assembly. Christ is the substance; but the body is of Christ. There is a body here which is Christs body. He is the Head of it in the sense of a Leader. If the House of Commons is summoned to the House of Lords, they follow the leader. The speaker is the head, and there is a body attached to him. Verse 18 is a figure; it refers to the place of association with Christ. Christians are often cheated out of their prize; they do not get what Christ has earned for them. True humility is holding the Head. We have no title to be in the presence of God; it is Christ who presents us there. Christ had a personal right to go in; but He has accomplished redemption, and so gives us His Spirit, and it is that which entitles us to go in. The real substance is you have got God. I do not see how you are going to deal with Christians if they have not God. If the young do not find their portion in God, I do not see what portion there is. You may get them occupied with service; but God is the portion. The priests had no inheritance. God was their portion. I cannot understand the rightness of any special treatment of the young. There is no justification of it in Scripture. The Levite derives from the priest. A man will not be much of a Levite if he is not something of a priest. I see the difficulty in regard to the young; but what people are devising to meet the difficulty has no vindication in Scripture. The deficiency with the young is, they are not really in the good of the Spirit. When I came into fellowship people were eagerly occupied with dispensational truth; but it is not so now; that has been made plain. 

    RemSuch were some of you, but ye are sanctified. 

    FERSanctification of the Spirit is that we are set apart to God from the world and from all that is obnoxious to God. A sanctified vessel is one which is not used for common or profane purposes. Many want to go on with things externally, and to go on with the world; but if you want the enjoyment of God, you cannot have that and the world, which is made up of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life. The thought which has been too much lost sight of is attachment; that is, brought into bond to Christ. You cannot abide in Christ unless you have attachment. Christ is the point of attraction; then you get attachment; and then you get abiding, and the result of abiding is affection. If you are brought into attachment to Christ, you are detached from the world. The truth of the body is a great thing. It is the first-fruits of reconciliation. It is that which is brought into attachment to Christ in the presence of God. The object of reconciliation is to present us holy and unblameable and irreproachable in His sight. 

    It has been said that up to verse 12 we get the Romans side of truth; and then from verse 13 the Ephesians side. The latter part of verse 12 goes beyond Romans, that is being risen with Christ; but in the main it is the same line. Ephesians does not speak of us as being risen with Him. In Romans resurrection is more future. It says shall live. Raised up is not the same order as risen with. The former is the exaltation, as Christ was raised up, and set at the right hand in heavenly places. When the apostle comes to these exhortations, he takes up both thoughts; that is, dead with and risen with (verse 20 of chapter 2); and then in chapter 3 verse 1, If ye then be risen with Christ. Verse 12 is more the ground we have taken; it is connected with baptism. We have taken that ground. It is through faith in the operation of God, who raised up Christ from the dead. It is not subjective; we do not get that till verse 13. 

    Why faith in verse 12? 

    FERWe can be said to be buried without faith, because it refers to baptism; but you cannot take the ground of being risen except by faith; this the Colossians had taken. In early days Christians really left the world for the assembly; which is properly the new ground in resurrection. This cannot be done apart from faith  and so we get risen with him through faith in the operation of God, who raised him from the dead. If is brought in to give point to the responsibility. It raises no question, but presses the responsibility which attaches to the ground we have taken. It points out what is consistent with that ground. These Colossians were really baptised, so that they might leave the world and come into the Christian circle, really the truth of the assembly. There can be no association with Christ save in resurrection. The true idea is that in our relations with God and with Christ we have to leave the flesh behind. We come out on completely new ground, in the power of the Spirit. In whom ye have been circumcised. The ground on which we are entitled to be baptised is that God has dealt judicially with the old man. Circumcision indicated in type that it was the only ground on which God could have to do with man. The saints understood these things very well in early days; it is more difficult now, for we have a Christian world all around. Then the assembly was entirely dependent upon the Holy Spirit come down from heaven; and that had taken place consequent upon Christ being exalted. They were altogether apart, too, from the world. Now we have a spurious Christianity all around; but in early days, when they left Judaism, or heathendom, as the case might be, they came into an entirely out-of-the-world condition of things, entirely supported by a power come down from heaven. Christianity around us is, they say they are Jews and are not, but do lie. What a corruption of Christianity it is all around! a complete falling back on what is of man and the flesh. The real ground is dead and risen with Christ. It is very difficult to realise this in the present day, the assembly having so completely lost its place. Nothing is more feeble than an effort to set up an imitation of the assembly. The principles and the truth remain as light; but all else is individual. The assembly must be taken in its full extent. When all is in ruin, all that is left is instruction to the individual. Verse 13, they are quickened, and all is gone out of the way, sins forgiven; writing of ordinances, etc. The object of quickening is that they may be in association with Christ. While God was testing man in the flesh, He never told him he was dead. Here God is acting to give effect to His purposes, it is the Ephesian line; but does not go so far  we do not get raised up. 

    How are principalities and powers spoiled? 

    FERBecause they are still viewed as being on earth; so we get, too, trespasses forgiven, because they are viewed as here. If we are to live to God, being quickened together with Christ, all must be removed  there must be nothing left. The whole legal system was nailed to His cross, and so completely ended. Jews are transgressors; but Gentiles are trespassers, because they trespass on the rights of God. Transgressions are the infraction of a known law  it is broken. Gentiles are said to be dead in trespasses. Made a show of them openly, is that all was exposed in connection with Christ. Then the character is brought to light. If we are in bondage to the world, and the prince of this world, it is not because they have not been exposed in their true character. Now is the judgement of this world, now shall the prince of this world be cast out, John 12: 31. Nothing subsists now in the eye of God, but Christ. When Christ died, nothing was left under the eye of God. Even when the law will be written in their hearts, it will be part of Christ. The earthly people will partake of Christ. 

    It is a point of great moment to see that there is nothing now under the eye of God but Christ. The body is of Christ. So the law written in the heart of Israel is in a degree of Christ (verse 17). Body has a double meaning. It is the body of Christ; and yet it is a play upon the word. Substance, is hid in the word body. No one has ventured to translate the word body in verse 17 as substance; 

    the idea is the substance; but then the body is the substance. Verse 16 all points on to the fulness. We have not got the good things to which new moons and sabbaths refer. There were many things foreshadowed by the law which will not have their fulfilment till the millennial age. We have what is entirely new and better; not the good things to come, which are connected with earth. The law did not foreshadow Christianity. It foreshadowed a state of things in which Christ is recognised. It would be difficult to get a foreshadow of a time when Christ was in rejection. We get many things in principle which we do not have in literality. 

    The apostles point in verse 16 is that they might not be entangled by these things, for there was no literal application of these things to Christians  the substance is of Christ. Christ is rejected; and the only way in which He can be here now is in the body. Eve is taken from Adam; she was of Adam; the body is of Christ. The idea of head in verse 19 is taken from verse 10. He is chief; just as the husband is head to the wife. Head over all things to the assembly, as Head of all principality and power (verse 19). The whole thing is an organism in the power of the Holy Spirit, so perfect that the organism is most delicate. If one member suffer, all the members suffer. It is a great thought the being quickened together with Christ. It is easy to read it; but to know the reality of it is another matter. It is to bring you into the circle of affection in which He is. It has no meaning otherwise. If we ask ourselves what this means, we shall find we know very little about it. It is a state which is produced by the quickening power of God; and the divine object of it is that we live in association with Christ, and to bring us into that circle. It supposes that you are in the truth of what is true of you. The apostle could say it of the Colossians; I do not think he could have said it of the Galatians; but I think he could say it, of both the Colossians and Ephesians. You hath he quickened, etc. If you attempt to introduce the idea of time, you spoil it, it is all moral. To enter into the idea of being quickened, you must be entirely apart from the flesh, and even apart from the body. The body is dead because of sin. The Spirit connects itself with our spirit. In Old Testament times He connected Himself with the flesh; but now, living to God is in the Spirit. If you bring in flesh, or natural power, it spoils it. It is the Spirit witnesses with our spirits. We live apart from mere natural power, when it is a question of living God-ward there must be the abnegation of the flesh. It is a life with God, outside of a mans circumstances here; it is the circle in which Christ is. Still, in my circumstances I have to be for the glory of God. 

    Quickening with Christ is another order of things, and we cannot connect Christ with our life of responsibility here. I am under the Lord in it; but when it is a question of living together with Him, you have to be in another sphere for it; it is outside all here. The teaching here is all leading on to the truth of the body. We get the body of Christ, and then we get from whom all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. In Corinthians we get the idea of one body, and the statement that it is Christs body; but it does not give you the mystery which is, that it is of Christ, as Eve was of Adam. In Colossians we learn it is derived from Him. The epistle to the Corinthians is brought in to correct ecclesiasticism, which was a practical denial of the body here. If man sets up a minister, it is a denial of the truth of the body. In one body no one member can claim prominence; it must abide in its place; but when you come to Colossians, you get the wonderful truth  Christ in you the hope of glory. 

    We come now to the hortatory part. The apostle applies the doctrine. I suppose we get here what the purpose of heart is as connected with the doctrine which had been brought out. The doctrine is what precedes. They were dead with Christ, risen with Him; that is the ground of the exhortation which we get here. If we are dead with Christ, we cannot take account of ourselves as alive in the world. The point is the account we take of ourselves. If ye are dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances? Ordinances have to do with mans will, and they only apply to man in the flesh. The only ordinance we get in Christianity is the Lords supper. It is the only thing which has the nature of an institution; it has the character of a commemoration. Subject to ordinances. The real word is dogmatised, why, as though alive in the world, are ye dogmatised? In Christendom people are dogmatised, they are subject to ordinances, but they have no intelligent understanding of what they mean. The moment you come to dogmas, you have left the ground of Christianity. People cannot give account of things they go on with, which is the proof that they are dogmatised. Much that exists in Christendom has been taken up from Judaism and heathenism. The moment you go outside the Spirit, you have gone outside true Christianity. 

    What do you mean by outside of the Spirit? 

    FERSuppose you get into ordinances and institutions in which unconverted men can take part, you have got outside the Spirit. All the great systems around us are outside the Spirit. All that has a formal character is outside the Spirit of God. You could not impose formality on the Spirit of God. The ground of this epistle, and also of Ephesians and Philippians, is different to the other epistles. In the others the point is Gods approach to man; in Romans, 

    Corinthians, and Galatians, it is God coming out to man; but Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians are the other way round; it is man going in to God; even Christ is looked at in that way. 

    How do you apply this to Philippians? 

    FERGod has exalted Him on high, and given Him a Name. In Him is set forth the calling on high. Hebrews takes up both. The apostle is God coming out; the Priest is man gone in. In Ephesians and Colossians the idea is priestly, not apostolic; it is man gone in. For that reason we get the thought of the body, because the body is identified with Christ, and it has gone in with Him. Christ is sitting at the right hand of God. 

    What are the epistles of John? 

    FERThere it is God coming out. 

    Is there the same division in the gospels? 

    FERYes. Mark and Luke are going in, and so you get the ascension in both; but Matthew and John are God coming out. It is as gone in that we get the thought of association with Christ. We shall have association with Him in His coming out again. We are associated with Him; we are quickened together, and raised up and made to sit together in heavenly places. You cannot make hard and fast rules, but you have to take the general import of what is presented in the gospels and epistles. The body comes in in connection with going in. Christ comes out the second time as King and Priest. He came at first as Apostle, and has gone in as Priest; but He comes out again as King and Priest after the order of Melchisedec. It is to establish blessing. In Matthew you get the kingdom of heaven; the establishment of the moral sway of what God has established in heaven; it involves a king. You get the moral sway of Christ in heaven now. It is going a long way to speak of people as not being alive in the world. It seems as if we were very much alive in the world; it pulls one up. The Spirit of God evidently contemplates saints as not being alive in it. Why, as though alive in the world, are ye subject to ordinances? We often betray a considerable interest in the world, and yet it is inconsistent. Take the Christianity all around us; it is interwoven with the State. This is proved by its being called The State Church. Dissenters, too, have become centres of great political influence, they are very much alive in the world. 

    These ordinances were connected with asceticism and harsh treatment of the body, but the general character of these things was not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh, for every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving. It is not that which corrupts people. Now we get the positive side. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above ... set your affections on things above. All through the chapter the idea is kept up of the Christ  the Head. It is official, where the Head is, there the great point of interest is, all takes character from Him. He is Head of all principality and power. In Daniels time Jerusalem was the great point of interest; he opened his windows three times a day and prayed toward Jerusalem. We expect all to come from the right hand of God, not from Jerusalem. The influences which affect men come from heaven, but Christ is Head of all principality and power. 

    What is not holding the Head? 

    FERIt is Christ as Head of all principality and power. That seems to be the antecedent; it is in contrast to people being taken up with angels. The entire body is in view here. In Ephesians the gifts are given for the edifying of the body. It is Christs interest here. The idea of the body is priestly; it is association with the priest, as Aaron was with the people. The body gets the good of the Head. He has ascended and received gifts, and now the body gets the good of all that Christ dispenses. 

    What is the thought of the body; verse 17? 

    FERNew moons, feasts, etc., are shadows, but Christ is the substance. The substance, which is Christ and the all things was what was foreshadowed. We have not got the all things, but we have Christ and the body. 

    Is there not a twofold idea in it? 

    FERYes; all that was foreshadowed was Christ, and the all things; and while we have not yet come to the all things, we have come to Christ and the body. Things are anomalous. Christ is Head of every man, but that is not the mystery; the mystery is Christ and His body, which is bound up in Himself, and not yet made manifest. 

    In what sense were principalities and powers spoiled, and made a show of openly? 

    FERTheir true character was exposed. Everything came out in the death of Christ. The principalities and powers are the powers of evil. It is like what you get in Revelation 12; when you get the Man-child, you get the great red dragon. It is the forces of evil acting upon the world so that the Man-child might be devoured. The principalities and powers are the rulers of the darkness of this world; that is how they work and affect men down here; they are the rulers of the darkness. The powers of evil work to get an entrance by taking advantage of mens lusts and passions. It is often said that men are carried beyond what they intend, a man gets into a certain path and cannot stop himself; he gets into the current of evil. Saul sank so low as to consult a witch. The triumph was in the death of Christ, because there all was exposed; all was brought to an end in the death of Christ, having forgiven us all trespasses. Then the legal system is gone in the death of Christ, the handwriting of ordinances that was against us. These principalities and powers are made a show of openly. 

    You being dead in the uncircumcision of your flesh refers to the Gentile; it could hardly be said to the Jew. At the Red Sea there was smiting and the destruction of the enemy. In Jordan there was no smiting. It has been said that when you get into the land, the Red Sea and the Jordan coalesce. The starting ground here is the being circumcised with the circumcision of Christ; that is, they are on the ground of purpose; they are really in the land. Jordan is not the action of God, but the ark of the covenant passing through it, and you are in the fellowship of Christs death. In regard to the world-system and Israel, relatively Christ is dead. The ark of the covenant goes into Jordan, and it is in that sense that He is dead, and we are dead with Him. The bride was taken from Adam, when a deep sleep fell upon him; that is what has taken place in regard to Christ; while He is dead so far as Israel is concerned, we are dead with Him and risen with Him; that is the platform of divine purpose; it is faith in the operation of God, the energy of God who raised Him from the dead. Wherein also are ye risen with him. What follows baptism is resurrection. In baptism we come on to the new platform; baptism is the answer of a good conscience, but in the full issue of it it goes on to being risen together with Him; resurrection ground is in view in baptism. 

    What is the difference between circumcision and baptism? 

    FERWhen you come to circumcision you have come to your baptism  baptism is not a part of your personal responsibility or experience. In circumcision you come back to your baptism. Circumcision is putting off the body of the flesh, and that is practically burying oneself. Circumcision is experimental; it is the point where your mind is in accord with the crucifixion of Christ; when you can say, I am crucified with Christ. When people want to live in this world, their mind is not in accord with the death of Christ. We have to be in accord with the death of Christ, until He comes again; when He comes again it will be another matter. Risen with him is faith. It is the entering into the operation of God who raised Him from the dead. You must get into the light of the great system of which Christ is the beginning. That system will be established on the platform of resurrection. Death is upon everything; how can we find a footing with God except on the ground of resurrection? We have to get the light of the operation of God in raising Christ from the dead; it is the apprehension and light coming into the soul, of what God meant in raising Christ from the dead, and we are risen with Him. That new ground becomes the basis of conduct. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above. 

    In verse 18 the apostle was afraid of the saints being cheated of their portion; the reward is really Christ, but carries with it our place of association with Christ. The persistent effort of the enemy all along has been to bring Christianity down to the level of the world; within the reach of man in the flesh. That was the effort of the enemy  voluntary humility. You get an affectation of humility, with an unsubdued will beneath it; you see this in high-churchism. Worshipping of angels is another form, but it is all imagination; we know nothing about angels save their existence, and to go prying into it must be imagination. By far the larger part of Christendom at this moment who affect religion is after this sort of thing. People worship saints now, which is more gross. The germ of all these things came in in the apostles day. We have two things to guard against in Christianity; that is, will and imagination. In religion there is great scope for imagination, and that is the very nature of it. All true religion depends upon the way in which God has been pleased to reveal Himself. Christ is Head of all principality and power; it is good ones, and they will have their part in the world to come. Michael was a prince, and angels will have a great place in putting down the forces of evil; they will bind together the tares in bundles. Christ is the great Head of the world to come, which is put under the Son of man, so that all may be established on the ground of redemption. God has taken up the right of Redeemer in Christ, and hence it is that the world to come is established on the basis of redemption. Michael, in regard to the last time, stands up for the children of his people  they have their place in that way. The angels are holy. There are angels who have been maintained by God in holiness, and they desire to look into redemption. Christ came into contact with the power of evil here when tempted by the devil, but He overcame, and then He began to spoil his goods. In the case of the legion, you get that they pass into the herd of swine, and they went violently down a steep place, and perished in the sea; it is a figure, really, of what happened to Israel. 

    In verse 17 the Christ is the great Head in whom everything is established. Feasts, etc., were shadows of what will be fulfilled in the millennium; meanwhile the substance, the body, has come in, the substance is of the Christ. The good things will come; they will be fulfilled in the kingdom. The feasts, new moons, etc., foreshadowed the good things to come, but in the meantime the body is of the Christ. There is the idea of substance in the word in contrast to shadow, and yet it really refers to the church. We belong not to the shadow, but to the substance. The assembly is the beginning in that way. All Scripture has in view the world to come, and we have come to the Head, and so we can have an apprehension of the entire system. The meaning of Christianity is, that there is a body here, in which Christ lives. All that has ever been wrought of God will all come to light in the world to come; but the rest of the dead live not again until the 1000 years are fulfilled. What is heavenly is not dispensational. The earth will come under the benign influence of heaven on the heavenly city coming down, but heaven is outside of dispensation. It is a great thing that before Christ comes out in the character of Head of principality and power, that we hold the Head and are connected with and derive from Him. We belong to the world to come; we hold the Head. We are not to be insubject to the powers that be; they are ordained of God, but we want to be holding the Head, the Head of all principality and power. The apostle wept over those who minded earthly things. Instead of being taken up with the politics of earth, we know that God sitteth above the water-floods. The sea roars, but Christ sits above; sitting indicates rest. Where the Christ is sitting, it is a place of rest for the moment. His offering work is over. He is sitting at the right hand of God. We know He gives rest; the moment He moves, it brings about a terrific revolution in heaven and on earth. 

    What is the increase of God? 

    FERIt is the divine nature, really; it is all moral. It is the effect of all that is going on in the body; joints and bands hold all together. How these things are interfered with through the state in Christendom I cannot say. Joints and bands are most essential things to the practical working of the body; ministering nourishment and knit together. We should be of much more service to one another than we are. The Head is the source to the body, and so it will be at that day when He comes out; every family under the Head will derive from the Head. In the day of Christ, selfishness and covetousness, or pride, or arrogance will not be appreciated; meekness and gentleness will have the place. There is nothing more unlovely than an out-and-out man or woman of the world, and yet after all they have to die, and are no better off than a beggar who dies in the workhouse. 

    The second coming of Christ is the completion of His first coming. He brought in the light and revelation of God morally, and when He comes in power He will bring in God. In the world to come people will have no sense of insecurity, we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved. There will not be the same feverish excitement of mind; mans faculties will not then be impaired. In the things of God there is the greatest scope for his intelligence; the more you know of them, the more there is to be known. Intelligent Christians are not inferior to other people. Their minds have worked in a different direction. People are disposed to despise a Christian, because he is one, and disposed to regard him as fettered and petty. I do not believe it is true at all. Mystery is what God is working, but is concealed from human gaze. The world will be much astonished one day when it all comes out into manifestation. Here the nourishment ministered is by fulfilling our obligations to one another. John 6 is individual; there our constitution is built up by food. Man is really a religious creature  it seems instinctive in man; the devil brought in this. Man deified his lusts and then worshipped them, and that is idolatry which is Satanic. Satan has changed his method in our day; he transforms himself into an angel of light. Things have to assume a new form to act upon men in our day, the light of Christianity having exposed philosophy. 

  
    CIRCUMCISION AND RISEN WITH CHRIST (FER 8)

    Colossians 2

    FERWe have had circumcision, spiritual circumcision, and risen with Christ, put before us this morning. I do not know whether it would be profitable to read Colossians 2. I thought of two points that are prominent in that chapter  circumcision and risen with Christ. 

    FHBIn the type in Joshua risen comes first. 

    JSBWhat is the burden of the epistle? 

    FERIt is the realisation of the truth of the one body here as Christs body, it is before the manifestation of Christ in glory; you get the idea in the first chapter, Christ among you the hope of glory. 

    FHBIs Christ in you corporate or individual? 

    FERI do not think it is individual. It is Christ in the Gentiles strictly. 

    JSBIs not chapter 1: 23 individual? 

    FERYou have not got off responsibility there. Christ in you the hope of glory is put abstractly, as the riches of the glory of the mystery. 

    GGIs it because of the moral instruction that risen comes after circumcision? 

    FERWell, I think that though typically resurrection had to come first, morally circumcision must come first, or at any rate they are concurrent. 

    FHBCircumcising after crossing the Jordan was due to their neglect? 

    FERYes; but you could not really have risen with Christ apart from circumcision. 

    GPWhat is Christian circumcision? 

    FERThe passage tells us, In putting off the body of the flesh. 

    WBWe do not all quite understand that. 

    FERBut then no one can help another to the understanding of it. 

    DLHI suppose, strictly speaking, the Israelites did not properly occupy the land before circumcision? 

    FERWell, they could not occupy it according to God, it would have been an owning of the flesh. 

    DLHBut you were saying something about risen and circumcision being connected as something remarkable. What did you mean? 

    FERI do not think you can get the idea of risen with Christ except as having put off the body of the flesh. I understand by resurrection the realisation of deliverance. I do not think it is a dead man that realises he is free; a risen man is free; but you are not free except as having put off the body of the flesh, and this is by the circumcision of Christ. 

    WHPutting off the body of the flesh is through death, is it not? 

    FERWell, it is; it means it in a little different aspect. 

    THRThe circumcision of Christ was the separation of Christ from the whole circle and region of the flesh, just as the circumcision of Abraham separated him from all the nations; of course, the circumcision of Christ goes further. 

    FERAnd therefore it is that God cannot own the flesh in us; it is not simply the rejection of it in its gross form, but the flesh in every form; it is the man gone. 

    FHBYou were saying that the moral effect of circumcision is the consciousness of human weakness. 

    FERWell, I think so, it is a very great point in it. 

    FHBIt brings in the power of the Spirit. 

    FERYou are prepared for the power of the Spirit; you are not prepared for the power of the Spirit except as you are consciously weak in the flesh, 

    for you would naturally cling to the flesh; but everything is gone in circumcision. 

    HD'ACAll human religion is connected with the flesh. 

    FERIn the Old Testament the Spirit of God connected Himself with natural power. Take a man like Samson, the Spirit came upon him, and endued flesh with supernatural energy; we are on different lines now; the whole thing is refused; you have to realise you are weak. Take a man like Paul; you would have thought he might have taken up the work of the Lord in natural energy; a great many people would argue that he did so  that he was a man of great natural force of character, as is seen in his persecution, and now he is turned round and shows great energy in the work of the Lord; but that does not explain the matter to me. 

    THRWhat we see in 2 Corinthians 12 is that God made nothing of him. 

    FERGod made nothing of him, for he says, When I am weak, then am I strong. 

    AHIs not chapter 2: 11 true in Christ, and chapter 3: 5 the practical application to ourselves of the circumcision: when we are viewed as risen it is mortify therefore? 

    FERI think the exhortation of chapter 3: 2 hangs on risen with Christ (verse 1). The exhortation to mortify connects itself with verses 3 and 4: For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Then he says, Mortify. I do not think mortify hangs on risen, it hangs on dead. 

    DLHWe could not mortify our members on the earth unless we were dead. 

    FERNo, I do not think you could. I think the apostle is taking up the practical part in chapter 3; chapter 2 is the way you get into the realisation of the truth of the one body. I do not think chapter 2 is the practical part; chapter 3 is the practical part; chapter 2 shows us how we have come into association with Christ  where Christ is known as Head  and it is really through these things, circumcision and resurrection; you can only come into it in that way. 

    THRDo you not think the great point in Colossians is that you are complete in Him? 

    FERQuite so. 

    GGWhat is your thought in that? 

    THRIt comes out in chapter 3, Christ is everything; you have not to go outside Christ for anything. 

    GGIs it corrective or the teaching of the epistle? 

    THRIt is the teaching of this epistle, but it is corrective; you get justified in Romans, complete in Colossians, accepted in Ephesians. One deals with the responsible man, the other is state, and the other place; accepted in the Beloved involves place. 

    FHBThen being complete in Christ is not our standing before God in Him? 

    THRNo, I think not. 

    FHBYou said state  Is it filled up? 

    THRYes. 

    FHBThe practical result of holding the Head. 

    THRI think fulness is a great word in Colossians; it seems so to me. 

    MGWhat is the idea of complete in Colossians? 

    THRThat you cannot go outside Christ for anything, all connected with the flesh is disowned. 

    FCIs it being filled full? 

    THRYes. 

    FCYou say fulness is a great word in Colossians? 

    THRI go back to chapter 1; it is a most wonderful thing, that the doctrine of the mystery gives fulness to the word of God; the church is the fulness of Christ, and He is the spirit of all that is spoken about in Scripture. If you take the doctrine or setting forth of anything in Scripture the fulness of it could not be told till the mystery came out; the mystery gives fulness to the word of God. J.B.S. has often referred to the last verses in Johns gospel: if all the things that Jesus did were written in a book the world would not contain them; but in the church everything will come out. 

    ECDo you think truth as to Israel will come out in the church? 

    THRYes. Israel will get much from the church. John 17: 22, 23 shows what will be known through the heavenly saints. The new Jerusalem is the city Abraham looked for. 

    JRIs that why all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid in it? 

    THRI think so; I think you get the idea of fulness in Colossians. Christ is the image of the invisible God, the setting forth of God, for all the fulness was pleased to dwell in Him; then in the church  the mystery, you have fulness given to the word of God; it is no longer confined to the narrow circle of Jewish thought, but expands into all the fulness of the purpose of God in Christ; then you are complete in Him, you do not want to go outside all the fulness of the Godhead. 

    APAnd is it because of that you want circumcision? 

    THRWell, I think so, or else you come to the flesh. 

    DLHHow far are we to take this verse, chapter 2: 11, In whom also ye are circumcised, ... is it that it was really entered into by the Colossians, or what? 

    FERI do not see how it could be true if it is not entered into. 

    FHBCould they not have it set before them to enter into? 

    FERHe states it as true of them. 

    FHBIs it not true of all in Christ? 

    FERYou could not have it in any other way; you are not literally circumcised; if you are circumcised it is in Christ; it would not have been stated if it were not true of them; it is all a question of state. 

    FHBHow could a soul enter into it? 

    FERThey might be enabled to see that it was Gods way, but it is true; they had put off the body of the flesh. 

    DLHThen does chapter 2: 11 refer only to state or standing, or does it refer to what was true experimentally? 

    FHBWhat was true of them experimentally. 

    DLHWhat was true in the power of the Spirit. 

    FERThat is what I should say. 

    GGBased on what took place when Christ died? 

    FERQuite so; else there could not be anything in it at all; we are not literally circumcised; it is in Him  in the circumcision of Christ. 

    FHBCould he so address the whole of the company at Colosse? 

    F.E.R. Is it done so? 

    THRThat is the point; he says, As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. 

    DLHHe did not address the Galatians in this way; as to the Colossians, speaking generally, it was true of them. 

    FERI think that is exactly the point; he could address the Colossians thus; it was saying what was characteristic of them generally; not so when speaking to the Galatians. 

    THRHe could say to the Colossians, As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord. 

    ECThen it might be true only of a minority in the assembly? 

    FERIt was true for all in Christ, effected for all in Christ; experimentally it might not be true of all. 

    FHBI think that makes it plain. 

    QuesOur old man has been crucified with him? 

    FERWell, but I think that is what has been effected on the divine side in order to show you that the flesh cannot be revived; it is brought in in that way. Many things that are true for God have to be made good to me; What the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us. That is true for God; so, too, our old man has been crucified. What that passage proves to me is that God would not revive that man again. Take again, I am crucified with Christ. Here Paul says this, and it is what is realised. 

    ECAs to a thing being true for God, is not Revelation 21: 6 an example, It is done, when nothing was done? 

    FERYes, but I think in a sense everything is effected for God in Christ, and the church is to come out as Christ. 

    JSBIs that how they had received Him? 

    THRIt is not merely that it was a work, but a Person that they knew. I think it is an immense thing when you get to the Person. 

    FHBThat supposes that you relinquish the first man. 

    APJoshua circumcised the children of Israel; they suffered it experimentally? 

    FEREverything in the history of the children of Israel is experimental; that is the great value to us of their history; God knew His purposes about them, but all that took place, all that is written, is a type of the experimental side; that shows conclusively the enormous importance which Scripture attaches to the experimental side. 

    B-t. Is that what you mean by state? 

    FERYes; no Christian is beyond what is effected in him by the power of the Spirit; that is his measure. 

    FHBIt makes us look small, when you think of what is wrought in you. 

    FERYou are not to think at all of it. 

    APIt is very helpful to see this side of things. 

    FERYes; I think the whole idea of standing and state may need to be reconsidered. 

    DLHWell, let us begin. 

    FERI do not quite know (I am quite willing to be taught) where the idea of standing comes from. 

    FHBWould you not allow that a Christian has a standing in Christ? 

    FERIf you talk of my standing, I am a justified man who has received the Holy Spirit. 

    FHBBut what about being in Christ? 

    FERThe moment you bring in in Christ it is new creation, it is state. 

    FHBI thought God had given us a place in Christ apart from the Spirits work. 

    FERI do not talk of the work of the Spirit as my standing; there is, I admit, the revelation in Christ of Gods purpose for us, and that is our title; I enter into the thought of God for me, but my standing is that I am justified and have received the Holy Spirit, all else to me is the work of the Spirit. 

    FHBWe have a position in Christ? 

    FERGod has revealed His mind and purposes in Christ, and we have the light of it in Christ; but it is all made effectual by new creation; if any man is in Christ there is a new creation. 

    DLHIt is the work of God in the soul. 

    FERThat is really state. 

    EC-pIf physical death comes in, what is left? 

    FERWhat the Spirit has effected and the spirit of the man  the conscious individuality. 

    Ques. Nothing else? 

    FERNothing else would do for God. 

    JPWell, but the ground of my peace is not the Spirits work in me? 

    FERI said the contrary; that is not the ground of peace, but that I am justified. 

    JPThat is standing. 

    FERThe moment you come to in Christ you get the revelation of Gods purpose in Christ, and the work of the Spirit in the believer according to that purpose; that is new creation, it is not a question of standing. 

    EC-pHe is only fitted for the second by having the first. 

    FERHe could not touch the second if he had not the first. 

    FHBHas not Romans 8: 1 been put for standing, and verse 9 for state? 

    FERYou have no direct teaching of in Christ in Romans; we have we, being many, are one body in Christ, you get that passage. 

    JSBWhat about Romans 8: 1? 

    FERIt is an abstract statement. There is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. 

    JSBIs it a new position? 

    FERI believe it is a new creation. 

    DLHNow with regard to Romans 6: 11: Reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, what about that? 

    FERThat is state and experimental; what I understand by standing is the place I have before God as a man justified. I have peace with God. 

    FHBYou are justified in Christ. 

    FERI quite admit that the presentation of my justification is in Christ. He is my righteousness. 

    MGGod has certain purposes, what about them? 

    FERGod has revealed His purpose in Christ; I have the light of it, and He works in me in the power of the Spirit, that I may be formed according to that purpose. 

    B-t. You always have the standing? 

    FERYou always have the standing. 

    FHBThat is, a man is justified. 

    FERHe is always that. 

    MGIn heaven he will not be a forgiven or a justified man. 

    FERHe will not need that in heaven; nothing enters heaven but new creation. 

    DLHOne is connected with responsibility, and the other with the purpose of God. 

    FERPrecisely. 

    QuesIn Christ, then, is the measure of my state? 

    FERWell, you do not get the glorified body here. 

    QuesThe measure of our spiritual state? 

    FERYes; the vessel is formed here spiritually; the body is the vehicle. 

    DLHDoes not the first prayer in Ephesians unfold standing? 

    FERIt is the Christians place according to Gods purpose, God has given us a certain place and revealed that place, the point of the prayer is that we may enter into His purpose. 

    QuesThat you might really know it? 

    FERThat you may know the inheritance and the power that brings you into it. 

    DLHI do not quite understand the difference between standing and position. 

    FERIt would be very difficult to define it. 

    QuesIs in Christ in Ephesians 1 standing? 

    FERWhat are you referring to? 

    QuesBeing enlightened in the eyes of your heart. 

    FERIt is that you may know what is the hope, not the standing or position, but the riches of the glory of His inheritance; the whole point of the prayer is to know what is of God, His calling, His inheritance, His power. 

    DLHHow is it accepted by the soul? 

    WHIs it not presented to the soul, and then the Spirit leads that one into it? 

    FERWell, I have no doubt it is. 

    EC-pGods purpose remains, but my state increases. 

    FERNothing can change His purpose; you get in Christ the full, perfect light of the purpose; but then I could not say I am it yet; but the light of His purpose about me is revealed. 

    MGWe are not in the actuality of Ephesians 1: 4? 

    FERNo, not in the actuality of it; but all is revealed in Christ. 

    ERThe Spirit works for this? 

    FERIt is all on these lines that the Spirit forms the believer. I can say in one sense I am it, but not in another. 

    QuesIt can only be true when we are with Christ in glory? 

    FERIt will be all true by-and-by, and yet according to the Spirits work it is true now. 

    DLHAs having laid hold of this purpose? 

    FERYes, quite so. 

    QuesIt would not be the hope of His calling if we were fully in it now? 

    JPIs not Ephesians 1: 4 then true of us now? 

    FERNot absolutely so, but, then, I should be sorry to say that J.P. is not holy and without blame before God, in that sense. 

    QuesIt is not practice, is it? 

    FERNo, but I think it is real. 

    Ques. How? 

    FERThe light is given to you that you may be real. It lies in the work of God, but it does not alter the fact that I have still my responsibility. I am a justified man in this world, and have to walk by the Spirit. It is an interesting point to see the different ways in the different epistles in which God is presented. In Romans it is according as every man must know Him in righteousness and power, for the question is of mans responsibility; in Colossians it is according to the fulness of the Godhead; in Ephesians, according to the light of Gods counsels. This gives great help in reading the different epistles. In Romans, Christ is presented as revealing God in the way in which every man must know Him. In chapters 3 and 4, in His righteousness and power; righteousness is set forth in Christs blood, and power in His resurrection; you are not off the ground of the responsible man. In Colossians it is the fulness of the Godhead in Christ, that is the great point there. When you come to Ephesians all is according to the light of counsel; we have the God of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    WGIn Ephesians we have the exaltation of Christ as Man, have we not? 

    FERYes; because that is connected with divine counsels. But in Colossians what you are working up to is the truth of the one Body, the scene and sphere of spiritual affections, that is the great point, not going out as in Ephesians in the power of the Lord for conflict. 

    MGIt is preparatory for the conflict. 

    FERExactly, preparatory. 

    MGIn that way it answers to Joshua 5? 

    FERYes, you get in this chapter circumcision and risen with Christ; they are only preparatory that you may be free of the world; quickened together with him comes in directly after. This brings me into what is completely new; that is, into association with Christ and the scene of spiritual affections of which Christ is the centre. 

    JPWould you say in what our association consists? 

    FERIt is in affection; I do not know whether people understand it; love is the life of God. People often talk of these things in a dead kind of way; they speak of quickened with Christ as standing, and the spiritual idea is completely missed. Quickened together with Christ is to bring you into a scene of spiritual affection, association with Christ and with one another in spiritual affection. The apostle would not throw this down broadcast, he would not say this of the Corinthians. I do not say it was not true of them. 

    MGThey were not in the good of it. 

    FERThat is it exactly. 

    DLHAs regards life it has been common to say such-and-such a person has not got peace, but he has life; it is lowering the idea of life. 

    FERWhat they mean is that he is awakened. 

    FHBThat he is born again. 

    DLHYes, that is what they mean; Scripture does not apply the term life to such a state. 

    FERHow can any person read Scripture without seeing that it connects life with the other side of Jordan? 

    THRQuickened comes before risen in Ephesians. 

    FERThere it is raising you up in view of being seated in heaven. 

    THRReally here in Colossians it is to give you a place upon earth. 

    FERYes; and you come into the one Body. 

    ECWould you say they had no life in the wilderness? 

    FERThe question of life is not touched at all in type till you come to the brazen serpent; then they sing, Spring up, O well, but you do not get the springing up of the Spirit in this way till you are through Jordan. There is now a scene of spiritual affection, and we are privileged to be there, a place in which Christ was alone when on earth, but in which we are privileged to be with Him now. 

    DLHAnd this is life eternal. 

    FERExactly, we are privileged to be in that circle. 

    ECWhat do you make of Romans 8: 10, The Spirit is life? 

    FERIt is because in Romans you are not said to be quickened. In Romans 8 the believer has everything in the Spirit. That is the point there; that is true of every Christian; but then that raises the question as to how far the work of the Spirit has gone on in him. 

    THRWhere has it brought him to? You cannot talk of being quickened if you are not over Jordan. 

    AHBut we are the sons of God in Romans. 

    FERSonship is there in the Spirit. 

    FHBWe just touch life in Romans 8: 2, The law of the Spirit of life ... 

    FERHath made me free, that only goes to liberty. 

    THRTo assure the entrance into privilege. We have a whole scene of new affections, and that on the other side of Jordan. Flesh is gone, it is not Jew loving Jew, but the brethren; you have been made to live in that. 

    FERWhere can you get that except on the other side of Jordan? I do not think death is deliverance. You must have death, of course, but deliverance is connected with resurrection. Resurrection is that I am free of all; I am out of it; all of man closes in death, and you cannot reach resurrection without death. 

    MGWhat is the difference between deliverance and liberty? 

    FERLiberty is more. It may be spoken of as privilege; deliverance is more initial. In John we have, If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. That is the privilege of the house, like the freeman of a city. 

    FHBLiberty is the result of deliverance? 

    FERYes. 

    QuesRomans 8: 1. Does deliverance suppose a new place? 

    FERWell, I think it supposes new creation; only Romans never brings you to new creation. The only passage which touches the Body is in the hortatory part; that just brings in the thought of the Body. 

    JPIf ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. What of that? 

    FERYe shall live, it is conditional; here in Colossians you get a very much more positive statement, You ... hath he quickened. 

    JPWhat does quickened mean? 

    FERBrought you into life in association with Christ, and I am perfectly convinced that you cannot touch it save as risen together with Him; until you are entirely free from law and the world you do not come into it. There is many a good Christian who is not there  not risen with Christ in that sense; I have no doubt about it; he is just as much justified as I am, and he has got the Spirit as much as I have, but does not know much about being risen with Christ. He has hardly, perhaps, got out of Babylon. 

    QuesYou could not well apply this passage to him? 

    FERIt is not true in his soul. 

    HD'ACA man that keeps sabbath and new moon, where is he? 

    FERWell, do you see, he is very hostile to the Colossians, trying to divert them; it is practically the Jew. 

    QuesThere was philosophy. 

    FERYes; you see the temptation to the Colossians was not the intrusion of the flesh in a gross form, 

    the effort was to make it contributory to the work of God. 

    GGWhat is the difference between life in the Spirit and life in Christ? 

    FERI do not think there is any life in the Spirit except what is in Christ. Life is to live in the blessed consciousness of the love of God in the out-of-the-world heavenly condition in which Christ lives; to live in the light of divine love. 

    MGIs it not a practical deliverance? You are not actually living otherwise. 

    FERExactly, that is the point in it. 

    DLHI think it was written by Mr. Darby that life is that by which we enjoy the position we are set in, was it not? 

    FERThat is the truth of it. 

    ECIt is not a dogma. 

    MGWe find persons in different positions, and according to the position, they live. 

    THRIt must be a reality for every one of us. The question is whether we have reached Christ where He is; if you have, you cannot join with this world or anything of the flesh again; if we really reach Him it must be through death; you cannot have Him this side; surely we know whereabouts we are, whether we have gone that way. 

    FERDo not let us be content with shams; let us either have the thing, or say we have not got it. 

    DLHI suppose there has been a kind of subtlety in making people suppose that they had got it in some way or other in standing, so that they did not trouble about it more. 

    FERYou see the practical working out of this was that the state of the Christian was almost entirely ignored. 

    DLHFor this state they had substituted another. 

    FERPractically. 

    FHBThe state of a mans soul. 

    MGInstead of a thing divinely given and formed. 

    JPWhat do you mean by saying that you do not get life until you come to the brazen serpent? 

    FERYou do not get the idea of it. Looking at the children of Israel, what you have got is a justified, delivered people, started in the flesh under law. There is no life; that is the idea typically until you come to the brazen serpent when the law has done its work; the thought of life is not brought in until flesh is proved irremediable; that is why you get the brazen serpent in John 3; it connects itself with the thought of life. 

    DLHIt looks at things from the point of view of Gods counsels. 

    FERExactly. You have to be identified with His death. Romans 6 is that you drink the bitter waters of Marah. The children of Israel had to drink the bitter waters, but I do not think that is to be identified with Jordan, which is in view of the purposes of God. 

    FHBWhat about Romans 6: 2? 

    FERIt is the bitter waters of Marah; you have to accept what is upon you. 

    DLHWhat is the meaning of If we be dead with Christ (verse 8), and planted together in the likeness of his death? What is dead with Christ just there? 

    FERWell, it is put hypothetically; no man would care to be identified with Christ in death if he did not apprehend that he was going to live with Him. 

    DLHLooking on to glory? 

    JPWhat about If we have been planted ...? 

    FERIt is hypothetical. 

    QuesThere is difficulty in the type of the brazen serpent; was that counsel? 

    FERJohn 3 is on the ground of divine counsel as to eternal life, though it expresses the love of God to the world; God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. The way of life was through death. 

    DLHThe brazen serpent was at the end of the wilderness, preparatory to entering the land. 

    GGIs not the Red Sea dead with Christ? 

    FERNo; it is that Christ is risen, and you are justified; you are put out of the reach of the enemys power; it is not our resurrection; it is that you are free of the accusation of the enemy. Christ was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. It is Christs resurrection, not ours. 

    GWIt says, we have been buried ... with him. 

    FERThat refers to baptism. All these passages that begin with if are hypothetical; it supposes a case; it is so in chapters 8 and 5. It is clear, I think, that Romans 6 corresponds to Marah, and that the beginning of chapter 8 corresponds to the brazen serpent. Between chapter 6 and the beginning of chapter 8 the law has come in and done its work; Romans 7. 

    FHBWhy is life so much spoken of in Colossians? 

    FERIt comes out there to show there is a scene of life here in an out-of-the-world condition of things to which the Body belongs. The Father and the Son is, I think, the key to the epistle. 

    DLHYou enter into the life of heaven; is it not so? 

    FERIn the circle of the one body, not simply in the mere fact of coming together, but as in the Christian circle. 

    JSBWhy is it not individual? 

    FERSupposing you were an individual shut up in prison, you would not have a sphere for affections. I will tell you a verse, We know we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. You have come into the circle of the brethren. 

    ECYou can love them in prison? 

    FERI think you want to be in contact with them. 

    QuesBut still the heart could go out to them. 

    FERRather dull work, I do not think it would be very practical. 

    THRIt would not be the Christian circle. 

    FERYou would get much depressed if you did not come in contact with people; you do not love people much that you never meet; you see it exemplified in men who go to sea; their children are strange to them, and they are strange to their children; depend upon it, if you want affection you must have to do with people: if you do not have much to do with God you do not love Him much; you have to come into the presence of His love to have much sense of His affection, and the same, too, in regard to Christ. 

    WJWhat is the relation of the prayer in Colossians 1 to the teaching of the epistle? It has always been a difficulty to me. 

    FERI do not think it has to do with the teaching. It is introductory; it has to do with walking worthy of the Lord to all pleasing. The teaching is opened up in connection with the Father and the Son. The Son of His love is everything. 

    WJThen it is not that the prayer might be fulfilled by their entrance into the teaching? 

    FERThe prayer is to remove all that would hinder you entering into the teaching; it is preparatory. 

    THRThe apostle was setting them on new ground; even fruit-bearing came from a new graft altogether; the gospel had produced fruit in them, but the apostle desired that walk and ways might be governed by the knowledge of Gods will, that they might be for the Lords pleasure. It is a very important point for our souls  how far anyone of us can say death is gain, that you gain by giving up here, if you cross Jordan; it is positive gain; you would not find that there is any water in Jordan; it is the realisation in our souls of what is on the other side that draws us; thus it is a question of how far I have found the gain of the other side; I enter into a scene of holy affection which I never knew before; while you are on this side of Jordan it is all repression; you cannot open out; you are continually obstructed; every influence obstructs us. I think people want to break from everything that is natural, I do not mean that they ought to be unnatural, but to break from its power. 

    ECLeave mans world to get into Gods world? 

    FERThat is it. 

    DLHHas not the truth of the body been reduced to a kind of ecclesiastical organisation, so that the real interest of God with regard to it has been missed? 

    FERI think so. 

    THRThe body is that in which every beautiful trait of Christ is to come out; it is not doctrine about it, but the setting forth of Christ. 

    FERThe reproduction of Christ in His body, and a continuation of His testimony. 

    GWGNo one individual could show forth what was in Him? 

    FERNo. 

    ECThe testimony of our Lord would include the mystery? 

    FERWell, I think the testimony in 2 Timothy 1 is the gospel; the body is that which is set here to display Christ; that there might be a reproduction of Christ on the one hand, and on the other to claim the inheritance. 

    WWhat do you mean by claim the inheritance? 

    FERThat is the conflict. In Ephesians 6 the conflict is to maintain the inheritance of Christ; that is the testimony of the place Christ is in. 

    FHBYou do not mean get the inheritance actually? 

    FERChrist claimed it when He was here  I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion, Psalm 2. In a sense He claimed the inheritance; the church stands to it; claims it for Christ. 

    THRReally, it is the virgins going out; they expect the Bridegroom to come, they are true to His rights. 

    FHBIt is not claiming it for ourselves. 

    FERIf you claim it you stand in the truth of it. God has in His will headed up everything in Christ. 

    THRThat is a very different thing from using the inheritance for ourselves. 

    DLHWhen we do enjoy it we enjoy it with Christ. 

    FERI think every member of the body needs to keep himself in the full light of divine love, under its influence; you want to get increase of the body. 

    EC-pIt shows how necessary we are to one another. 

    FERYes; and the way it works out is in affection one to another; we must be in the light of divine love; if we do not love one another it proves we are not there. 

    FWGTeaching every man, presenting every man? 

    FERYes, quite so; Christ is the pattern Man. 

    THRI might say, too, the last time I saw Mr. Stoney he remarked that he felt he had failed in not sufficiently leading the saints into the sense of union; he told me to press upon the youngest believer that they have got a place in the body, and that they should seek to know what that place is; not to rest content with just thinking they are saved; God has got a place for them in His counsel, and the youngest should seek to know it. 

    WJIncrease of God, what is the force of it? Nature-love? 

    FERI should say so. 

    THRIt is the divine work in souls. 

  
    GODS PLEASURE, TO IDENTIFY US WITH CHRIST (FER 11)

    Colossians 2: 12

    The subject which I desire to bring before you at this time is the basis or platform on which the power of God operates, viz., that of resurrection. I think that most people regard resurrection simply as a fact, but it is important to think of it as a platform. To give the idea of platform I would say that the world is the platform of mans activity  where mans power operates, where all the great battles, by means of which the course of kingdoms has been determined, have taken place, though freely acknowledging that the hand of Providence is above all these things. But Gods platform is a moral one and immovable; and it is resurrection which is, in a sense, His glory. There it is that He sets forth Christ to us in justifying, delivering power. There are three points on which I purpose to dwell, viz: 

    
    	The platform  what it is. 

    	How God has arrived at it. 

    	How we arrive at it. 

    

    I may begin by saying that it is quite impossible for man to apprehend Gods platform, except by divine teaching. It is beyond mans ken, because it is resurrection. Gods power works there, and to know Gods power and its operations we must reach this platform. 

    Colossians 2: 12 is the first passage I would turn to  Wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. Here we find the apostle speaking to saints who had reached and occupied the platform of resurrection. But first of all we must see how we have to reach it. 

    It seems to me a senseless thing for the world to commemorate the resurrection of Christ, because the world knows nothing about resurrection  when Christ was raised He was not shown to the world again. Resurrection is not an event in the course of this worlds history at all. I can understand the world commemorating Christs birth, and even His death, by days, because birth and death come within the cognisance of man but not resurrection. 

    I want to show you first how God has reached this platform, and that which He presents to us on it. 

    Before it could be reached two things had to be removed from before God. Resurrection necessarily refers to those who have died; it has no meaning otherwise. At the Lords coming it is the dead who are raised; the living are changed. Hence to reach this platform God must deal with that which brought death in. Otherwise He would not be glorified. Hence resurrection means that what brought in death has been removed to Gods glory, and this is the platform. 

    Two things had to be removed, viz., (1) sin and (2) the flesh, in order that God might reach the platform of resurrection; it was for this end that Christ died. They did not need to be removed for Christs own resurrection, but they had to be removed before God could be glorified in our blessing and deliverance. 

    Flesh had to go, for the reason that there is no good in it. Moreover, it does not even reflect Gods goodness. What characterises a precious stone is that it reflects light; there is no light in itself. In like manner the moon reflects light from the sun. But with the flesh the case is different. Not only has it no inherent goodness, but it is incapable of reflecting the goodness of God, for it cannot appreciate it. I think flesh may appreciate the mercy, and, in a certain sense, the power of God, but not His goodness. Hence Paul had to say, I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing. I quite admit there are unconverted people who are good, as men speak, but they have no sense of Gods goodness. The Christian appreciates it, and becomes like a precious stone; he reflects it. There is no good in flesh, so it had to be removed. The only thing it was fit for was crucifixion, and crucifixion is connected in Scripture with flesh. 

    Now sin is more positive and merits death. The flesh was tainted by the serpent, and so the Son of man must be lifted up. The serpent turned man away from what light he had of Gods goodness to do his own will. Hence sin merits death. Any creature which asserts its will brings in confusion, and hence sin merits death. 

    But God has now reached the platform of resurrection, sin and the flesh having been removed to His glory, and death, His judgment, annulled. We see in 2 Corinthians 5: 14 - 16 that the whole order of things after the flesh was over for the apostle. Hence in verses 17 - 20 God has reached a ground suited to Himself, where all things are of Himself. Here it is the platform of reconciliation. By that I understand the removal of all that caused distance between God and man on Gods side  sin and mans will. An illustration of reconciliation is given in Luke 15, when the father kisses the prodigal  all distance was removed. This takes place on the platform of resurrection. It is there that Gods power operates. I admit that resurrection is itself an expression of His power, but it is on the platform of resurrection that everything is carried out for His glory. This is seen in John 20, where the Lord is amid His disciples in His resurrection body. We need to apprehend this. Think of what it cost God to reach this platform  to remove sin and the flesh! Henceforth Christ is not known after the flesh  all that order is gone and a new platform now subsists. The platform is one of peace. It is otherwise with mans platform  the world. What is seen there is unrest. The nations remind me of dogs tied up. I have been told, by those who may be supposed to know the world, that the only way to keep peace is for nations to be fully armed and prepared for war, but I do not see much peace in that. Gods platform is a platform of peace. 

    Now, God reached this platform very quickly. Our way to it is often tedious, but when once God came out to reach it, it was reached as in a moment. It was reached through the cross, where sin and flesh were removed, so that Gods glory and power might be set forth in resurrection. 

    I want you to ponder the importance of our reaching this platform  to look at resurrection, not simply as a fact, but as a platform. When your soul reaches this platform you will get a sense of Gods power. If there is one thing above another that souls need, it is experience of Gods power. This is what would establish our souls in faith. It was this point which the Colossians had reached. 

    Now a word about what God sets forth on His platform. It is one single Person. We read in Matthew that many of the saints which slept arose after Christs resurrection, but we hear nothing more of them. Christ alone is seen. He is declared Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead. He is set forth on that platform in two lights. 

    
    	As presenting God.

    	As having a link with man.

    

    If we look at the Lord risen we behold His glory, and in beholding His glory we behold the glory of God, i.e., Gods effulgence in His face. 

    Had man remained as God made him he would have known something of Gods goodness, but I do not think that he would have known much of God. But what we have now is the effulgence of God shining out in the face of Jesus. I now know Gods righteousness, His holiness, His grace and His love, all in a sense tested, but displayed. God is effulgent, but only in the face of Jesus. It is there that His glory shines. His nature is made known and glorified. I think I understand the expression that has been used by another, There is nothing like the cross  there God has come out and there alone He is known. I would like to be occupied with the cross all my time down here, because there God is effulgent. Christ is now on the platform of resurrection, and in Him is revealed the full effulgence of God. It is good for our souls to be in that light  God ... hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4: 6. See also 1 Peter 2: 9.) If your soul is in the brightness of that light you will reflect it, and you will become like a precious stone. Precious stones are what garnish the holy city. 

    My feeling, when I address a company like this, is that I never do my subject justice; but my desire is to suggest a thought to be pondered over. 

    Now the second point is that on this platform of resurrection we see Christ as Son of man and Son of David, maintaining a link with man. Christ has still a body because He has become Son of man, and thus He has a link with man, but not, of course, after the flesh. He has a link, too, with David, for we find at the close of Revelation that He says, I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. This same blessed Person, who is the effulgence of Gods glory, maintains a link with man in His resurrection body. I cannot conceive anything more wonderful. It was His body He showed to the disciples that they might identify Himself. 

    If you read the gospels you will find these three titles again and again applied to Christ, Son of God, Son of man, Son of David, and they are witnessed in a special way in John 11 and 12. I think that the significance of the title Son of man is that everything that was adverse to God  Satan, death, and every enemy  has been put under Him. The Son of man subjugates everything. If you want a testimony to this read Psalm 8; Gods ways are retributive, and if Satan corrupts man he must be put down by Man. When the seventy disciples returned to the Lord, rejoicing that even the demons were subject unto them through His name, the Lord says, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. This takes place when the man child of Revelation 12 is caught up to heaven. The man child has been caught up, and the only thing that causes the apparent delay is because the Church, the bride, is not there yet. Satan has corrupted man, and will be put under the feet of man. To this the apostle refers in Romans 16: 20, where he says The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. 

    Then we find that as Son of David Christ brings in the sure mercies of David. This is all on the platform of resurrection. (See Acts 13: 34.) It would be in Gods power to bless man temporarily down here, but the result would be that all would be spoiled by sin and the flesh. But He works on the new platform of resurrection to set aside the power of sin and the flesh, and eventually to bring into the world the sure mercies of David in the Son of man. 

    All these things are combined in Christ. Would that our souls were kept in that light! If it were so with us we should have little care or anxiety down here. If we are attached to this blessed Person, what a portion is ours! But I hope, please God, to look at that another time. 

    It is Gods pleasure to identify us with Christ on the platform of resurrection, and it is most blessed and important for our souls to reach this platform; but we must in the first place apprehend it. I will tell you what will be the sign when mans platform  the world  is about to be set aside. It is when God begins to revive Israel. When Israel went to the wall Babylon came into prominence, and so when Jerusalem comes into prominence Babylon will be set aside. The two cannot go on together; it must be either Jerusalem or Babylon. So, too, as to the heavenly city. The ecclesiastical Babylon, the harlot, has to make way for the bride, the Iambs wife. 

  
    THE GROUND OF APPROACH TO GOD (FER 11)

    Colossians 2: 8 to 3: 14

    There are two things between which it is important for Christians to distinguish. I refer to Gods approach to man and mans approach to God. They are never confounded in Scripture, and the second is consequent upon the first. It is as we enter into the reality of Gods approach to us that we desire to approach Him. Now, for this we need to apprehend the platform of resurrection, as otherwise we cannot approach God according to His mind. The apostle speaks to the Colossians as being on that platform, and as having been quickened together with Christ. Hence in chapter 3: 1 he exhorts them  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

    It is necessary also to distinguish in our minds between the fact of resurrection and the platform of resurrection. The fact is a matter for faith  you believe in God who raised up Jesus our Lord. Now, in regard to ourselves, we are not yet raised as a fact, but we are said to be risen with Him. When we are raised as a fact we shall be caught up to heaven, and will not talk then about the platform of resurrection. But we are not yet risen as to fact, and hence we speak about the platform of resurrection as a ground to be occupied by the soul according to the import of Christs resurrection. Now, to know Christianity in its true power we must occupy this platform. I do not deny that souls may be pious, and know a good deal, as even the Jews did, without reaching it; but they do not fully know Christianity. You may say that I am using the term in a wrong sense, but I do not think it is so. 

    I see revealed in Scripture certain things which are for God, and certain things which are for man. This can be discerned in Hebrews 12, where we find enumerated the things to which we have come (verses 22, 23). These are Mount Zion, the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, myriads of angels, the universal gathering, and Church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven. These are all clearly for God. You get this idea conveyed in the term firstborn, for it refers probably to the firstborn who were redeemed out of Egypt and were claimed by God. They were for God. The passage then goes on  and to God the Judge of all. Then follow things which are for man  spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling. These refer to blessings on mans side. 

    Christianity consists in apprehending the things that are for God, and in the apprehension of these you get the consciousness of the things that are for man, and I use the word consciousness intentionally. In the line of divine teaching we learn what God has provided for Himself, for it is only in the first that there are things for God, that there can be anything for man; and God has approached man with a view to accomplish what is for Himself. The world broke with God entirely over Christ, and it is, in the presence of the Spirit, convicted of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. Well, then, what is there for man? Nothing, save as God has come out to accomplish certain things for Himself and for His own glory. It is only in this way that there can be anything for man. 

    Now, in resurrection everything is for God. This is its import. Whatever of life God brings out of death is devoted to Himself  is for His glory. You will remember what the Lord said to Martha in John 11: 40  Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? The sickness of Lazarus was for Gods glory, that his resurrection might be a witness to the Son of God on His way to the cross, that God might thus be glorified. 

    We get many blessings short of resurrection  forgiveness of sins, for example; and people accept these, but shirk the resurrection platform because everything that is on that is for God. I do not go there to know the forgiveness of sins, but to approach God as a priest. 

    The glory of God is a most important thought. It is His distinctive triumph. The idea in glory is distinction, and the glory of God is His distinction. We get the idea of distinction in the heavenly bodies  one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and so on. Glory as regards divine Persons is distinctive; for instance, the glory of the Son is not exactly the glory of the Father. The glory of God is in His complete triumph over every evil, or rather, I should say, in the triumph of all that God is over the power of evil. Hence resurrection is for the glory of God, for it sets forth the triumph of God. And no attribute of God is compromised, but He is glorified in all His attributes. He is glorified in Christs resurrection, and now are seen His love, His righteousness, His holiness, His power. 

    Man achieves the greatest glory chiefly by destruction. Men are much more dazzled by the victories of one who has effected destruction by war than by one who rules well in times of peace. The glory of God is very different from this. His glory is complete triumph over the power of evil, and this is set forth in resurrection. Death  the great enemy  is annulled in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. On the ground of resurrection God has a free hand, if I might so speak, to act in grace towards man without reference to evil, sin, the flesh, etc. He forgives freely, He can justify, redeem, and give the Holy Spirit. God can act towards man on that platform apart from all that is in man. Man is justified by the faith of God. 

    Why has God thus approached man? Because He is accomplishing all for Himself. God is to be all in all, and He is working for His own glory. He has approached man on resurrection ground to accomplish what is according to His will. Everything that reaches this platform is devoted to God. God is the object. 

    In the process or course of Gods dealings with the soul, I do not think that when man believes that he is really conscious of anything. No doubt consciousness will follow, but I doubt if it does so very quickly. I think it is some time before the believer becomes conscious of things, for this involves the new man being put on. Speaking humanly, I am as a man conscious of certain things, and consciousness is peculiarly individual. No one knows the things of a man save the spirit of man that is in him. That is to say, I am conscious of my things, and no one else is. 

    Now the same thing is true, I suppose, in regard to the new man, though there the consciousness is intimately connected with the Spirit of God. I am conscious of certain things in the new man, but that is a different thing from faith. It is by faith I am justified, but this is hardly consciousness. 

    And who has the consciousness of forgiveness of sins? The Christian who has put on the new man. I believe there are thousands of Christians who have faith, but who have hardly the consciousness of forgiveness, because it is known in the new man. Well, I see this, that God has approached man in the testimony of forgiveness of sins, and in the gift of the Holy Spirit, in order that the believer may be conscious of what is for God. For thus the work of the Holy Spirit goes on, forming the Christian in the divine nature and bringing him into liberty. 

    In Romans 8 we see the Holy Spirit leading the believer into the consciousness of what is for God. In Romans 5 we have had what is for man. But in Romans 8 the thought of sonship is brought in, and sonship is for God, and God has no higher thought in regard to any Christian. But there are many Christians who are not in the good of Romans 8, although they might be able to repeat the chapter word for word. But souls are often not in liberty, lacking the formative work of the Spirit. 

    Next I come to the truth of the Church. The Church is for God. Of whom is the Church composed? It is composed of all the sons of God. They have the Spirit of sonship, and compose the Church of the firstborn which are written in heaven. The Church is for God, although men may and will get the light of it; but if we look at it as the heavenly city we find that it is for God, for it has the glory of God, or if we look at it as the Church of the firstborn it is a worshipping company for God. It is in this respect like the sons of Aaron, who had the service of the sanctuary, and had no inheritance amongst the people. They were set apart for God. 

    The mind of God is first apprehended in detail by faith. We must begin with this before we get consciousness. The Holy Spirit does not stop at the first step, but brings us by faith on to the resurrection platform. But to reach that, I must be consciously free of that which has been removed for God. This is more than faith  it is deliverance. 

    First, we apprehend the calling to sonship; then we see that sons of God are priests because they are sons. We have this thought in Hebrews, where Christ is spoken of as priest because He is Son. So with us, for who could have full access to God save sons? None but those who know Gods love could fully enjoy access. It is sonship which enables us to be priests, and as such only are we priests. 

    The next point is deliverance. We must be consciously free of that from which God is free in His approach to man. The tenth and eleventh verses of our chapter mean that we are to be consciously free from what God has removed. This brings us to the resurrection platform, where we can take part in true priestly service. 

    There is another work which the Spirit does, in which lies the secret of deliverance, and that is, the forming of the believer in the divine nature. But in Colossians 2: 12 - 15 we just have, Ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God. This means that you enter into the light of Gods purposes set forth in Christs resurrection to put man in touch with heaven, outside of every order of man down here, philosophic, sentimental, or religious. We are entitled thus to be free from the power of the flesh, and although still in the world, to be free from its influences. That is the platform of resurrection, and when we reach that platform we are suited to be of the worshipping company. 

    Quickened together with Him is a further thought, and is the source of spiritual affections. It means that the love of God is effective in us. It is first shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and nothing can separate us from it  that is one side. But the other side is that we love God as having recognised the love of God and the obligation that flows from it. We love God and we love Christ, who has brought to us the light of love, and then we love the brethren. God is the supreme object of these spiritual affections. 

    But just to touch again on the three points that have been before us. We have, first, the apprehension of what is for God. It is here that we find the lack in souls in ability to distinguish between what is for God and what is for man. Second, the apprehension of the Church. The Holy Spirit leads us into the light of Gods pleasure that we are risen with Christ, thus in touch with heaven, and frees us from what is of the earth. Third, the Spirit forms believers in divine affections, so that they should be a company holy and without blame before him in love. 

    Perhaps you say you cannot understand much about it. Well, I only suggest these things to you. The apostle says, Set your mind on things above. If you are free from all that closes in death, then set your mind on things which are above. The energy of the Spirit is needed for this. 

    Christians are often greatly occupied about the earth and the things which are to happen there, and make a special study of prophecy in that way; but they never get the truth in this way. But set your mind on things in heaven, and then you will know all about the earth. It is what takes place in heaven that affects the earth. When the Church goes to heaven and Satan is cast out of heaven, that means a great deal for the earth. But I only say this by the way. Set your minds on things above, on that scene of unclouded bliss where Christ is. 

    People fail of the reality of Christianity, not of being Christians; but God does not get His portion in them. The priests were Gods portion. May God give us discernment. If you apprehend what is for God, then you will get the consciousness of what is for man; and it is in the putting on of the new man that we get the consciousness of everything. 

  
    PREPARATION FOR CONFLICT (FER 11)

    Joshua 5; Romans 4: 23 - 25; Colossians 2: 12

    Christians are not all alive to the thought that the books of the Pentateuch set forth typically the path and experiences of a Christian. They are not mere history. In fact, there is no real history in Scripture; that is, nothing that would be accounted such by man. The great bulk of the Old Testament is taken up by the dealings with and interventions of God on behalf of His people. In writing a history one would record the social, political, military, and commercial life of a people. The interventions of God on their behalf are not history. But if you take away the interventions of God from Scripture, you would have but little left. 

    Now these early books of the Bible show prophetically the Christians pathway, and Gods dealings with him in it. The instruction which they give is not found anywhere else. The Gospels do not give us such instruction; they give us the facts of Christs ministry, etc. But in the early books of the Bible Gods ways in His moral government are seen. 

    In Exodus, for example, we have two main thoughts; namely: 

    
    	God redeeming His people from Egypt; and

    	His setting up His dwelling among them.

    

    This is realised in the Christian. He is first redeemed, and then he is indwelt by the Spirit of God. 

    Turning to Numbers, we get there the exercises of the wilderness. The world is a wilderness to the Christian, and in it he finds out the contrariety and perverseness of the flesh, but the grace of God. And there is another thing that he learns there; namely, Gods ordering and provision for His people in the wilderness. 

    In Leviticus we get another important subject; namely, the manner and details of approach to God. Now the apostle tells us that whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. (Romans 15: 4.) I think many Christians fail to look at these early books of the Old Testament in this light; but these books are of great interest, as giving us the account of Gods ways with His people. 

    My subject during these lectures has been the resurrection platform. It is on the platform of resurrection that God has approached man. Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day. (Luke 24: 46.) This is the resurrection platform where everything contrary to God has been removed in the death of Christ, so that God can freely approach man. It is not the platform of responsibility, nor of judgment; but it is the platform where God addresses Himself to man with a view to salvation. 

    Our chapter brings us to the land of promise; that is, to the side of Jordan westward, which is sometimes spoken of as the other side of Jordan. I want to take up the typical meaning of the circumstances we get in this chapter, rather than to speak about them in detail. 

    I would first of all like to say a few words about one point which has been previously before us, viz., our being risen together with Christ. Now this is a question entirely of divine grace, and it is most important to understand this. It is through faith, and hence of grace, just as much as justification. What faith does is to apprehend the pleasure of God. In illustration of this you might call to mind how God spoke to Abraham of His purpose to bless. Abraham by faith apprehended it. The same is seen in David when God spoke to him of raising up one to sit on his throne. David by faith apprehended it. 

    Now in the gospel we apprehend that it is Gods pleasure to justify, through faith in Christ. We are saved in apprehending Gods pleasure. I am not called to believe anything about myself. Justification of a man is not exactly the act of God, but it is His mind. The act of God was in raising Christ, and now man is justified in apprehending by faith Gods act. To whom it (righteousness) shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. (Romans 4: 24, 25.) I see that it is Gods pleasure to justify, and in apprehending this I am justified. 

    Now in Colossians 2: 12 we have further: Wherein also ye are risen with him, through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. We are risen with Him thus by faith, the same principle by which we are justified. This is also Gods pleasure, and we apprehend it. To be risen with Christ means that it is as much Gods mind we should be with Him over Jordan as it is that we should be in the wilderness. But this is just what people fail to apprehend, and so, like the two and a half tribes, they settle down this side of Jordan. They are satisfied with justification, it is enough for them; but the pleasure of God is for us to occupy heavenly ground with Christ Himself before. Over Jordan, that is, the side of Jordan westward, contemplates saints in the occupation, in their souls, of heavenly ground in association with Christ, though still here on earth. This is a difficult thing to many to take in. They understand much more quickly if one speaks to them of heaven or earth; but to speak of heavenly ground is puzzling, and one can only receive it as prepared by the grace of God to receive it. But it is none the less the mind and pleasure of God for us. 

    I might say this, that justification is our side, while risen with Christ is Gods side. As justified I am cleared from every reproach connected with this world; but as risen I apprehend that it is Gods pleasure to have me with Himself. To illustrate this, turn to John 20, 

    and read verses 17 and 19. In verse 17 the Lord makes known the pleasure of God: I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. That is, the disciples were associated with Himself as risen. And in verse 19 we find Jesus in the midst of a company gathered round Himself, morally outside of the world. Christ had just died out of the world, and now comes into their midst, saying to them, Peace be unto you. They were morally risen with Christ. 

    If you turn to the end of Luke you will find another thought, which I want to bring before you by way of contrast. Look at chapter 23: 43: Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. Paradise is a contrast to what I have spoken about, and the thief was to go straight to paradise. He did not occupy heavenly ground down here, and the same would apply to anyone who might be converted on a deathbed. But then the most of us are left down here for a time, and it is important for us to know that it is Gods mind that we are risen with Christ. 

    If you look at the exhortations of Scripture you find how little they make of this world. The fact is that we are justified before God to accept death to the world that we may apprehend His pleasure in being risen with Christ, to be with Him who died for us and was raised again. It is a great thing to apprehend the pleasure of God. Is such a thing really possible as that I should be associated with Christ? Yes, it is. 

    Now turn to our chapter (Joshua 5). It gives us the preparation for going up into the land, where we have to withstand the power of evil. We get this brought out in Ephesians 6: 13: Take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand, etc. But it is not an easy thing to stand. This is the evil day, and the influences which are at work in the world are subtle and deadly. Israel had to fight with flesh and blood, 

    things which they could see, but it is different now. You cannot see the deadly influences at work today, but they are all directed against the light and testimony of a glorified Christ. The god of this world blinds people, that they may see not the glory of Christ. (2 Corinthians 4: 4.) 

    But you say, How are these to be met? Well, I will tell you a thought which I have. I doubt if you can meet them in a solitary way. One cannot meet them as a unit. What we need is the support of fellowship. The Lord was competent to meet these powers of evil, but then He was the strong Man. He was able to bind the strong man. But I am weakness itself, and hence as a unit I am unequal to meet the powers of evil which are at work. Unity and fellowship are indispensable. There is nothing which affects me more painfully than to see the young exposed to the deadly influences of the world. We all, and they especially, want the support of unity. 

    In the place of conflict with the power of evil, therefore, saints are looked at as a company. God does not mean us to stand solitary. When the Ephesians were told to stand, I think the apostle was addressing the company; they were to take the armour to be able to stand. So it is with us, we have fellowship one with another, and thus are enabled to withstand the subtle influences down here. Those who are without this support are in danger of giving in and making terms. Unity and fellowship are the manner of the Spirits support. 

    Now let us take up the points of our chapter. 

    
    	In verse 1 we get the weakness of the Canaanites westward of Jordan. Their hearts melted.

    	Verses 2 - 9 give the circumcision of Israel. This was done when they were over Jordan, not in the wilderness.

    	Verses 10, 11 give the keeping of the passover.

    	Verse 12 the manna ceases, and the old corn of the land is eaten.

    	The captain of the Lords host appears to Joshua (verse 13), and this brings us back to verse 1.

    

    The people of Israel were to go against the Canaanites and to expel them. Thus the beginning and the end of the chapter refer to the Canaanites being expelled, while the rest of it is taken up with the preparation of Israel for conflict. 

    You or I might very naturally have supposed that Israel ought to have gone up at once when the hearts of the Canaanites melted. But that was not Gods way. Natural powers are of no use for Gods warfare; the flesh must be put off. Take, for example, a Christian who endeavours to meet an infidel in argument, that is with carnal weapons; he is likely to encounter defeat. The power of evil can only be met with divine weapons, and for this the flesh must go  all self-confidence and that kind of thing. The apostle warned the Colossians of this in speaking to them of philosophy and vain deceit. All that is of the flesh must be put off in fighting for God. All links which connect me with the world must be broken, all the moral links. You cannot fight flesh with flesh, and any effort to do so only exposes you to defeat. I think that has been commonly the case. 

    The next point is the passover. The flesh is distrusted (for you cannot actually get rid of it, but you can morally, by distrusting it), and now you come to the passover. We must be in communion with the death of Christ, with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Christs death tests everything for the Christian. If things in the world are unsuitable to the death of Christ, they are unsuitable for the Christian. We find the Corinthians were allowing many things which were inconsistent with the death of Christ, and they had to purge out the old leaven. 

    The next point in the preparation of the people is the ceasing of the manna and the eating of the old corn of the land. Now the manna is, I judge, food for the individual. It is grace for the wilderness  daily grace for daily need. It is the grace which enables me to go through the day down here. The gathering of it is individual and for the wilderness. 

    But the old corn of the land is the food of saints collectively. I want manna while I am down here for my individual path, but I eat the old corn of the land with the saints, I do not want the manna then. The difficulty is that in our case the things overlap. We have not done with the manna as Israel had, we need it daily; but we have part too in the old corn of the land. The old corn of the land is heavenly food, heavenly sentiments, all that is the growth and produce, so to say, of the land. The manna is angels food which comes down from heaven, but the old corn of the land is what is proper to heaven, and can only be tasted in the Christian circle. I speak of these things morally. It seems to me that many who come to the meeting hardly touch the assembly. We need divine preparation for the assembly. But if the assembly is realised in the Christian circle, it is a most blessed thing and a foretaste of heaven; the food of heaven is tasted upon earth. 

    Take John 20 for example. Were not the disciples happy? Do you think that there was any fear of the Jews when Christ was in the midst? None, it was all dissipated, for Christ was amongst them as the risen One who had proved Himself stronger than man. I believe they were supremely happy and full of affection for Christ and for one another  I do not mean natural affection, but heavenly. 

    Then the last point I call attention to in the chapter is the recognition of Christ in glory as the Captain of the Lords host with the drawn sword in His hand. It is He who leads in conflict against the powers of evil and their influences. Now are you going to stand or, to make terms? Suppose your purpose is to stand in the power of the truth. Well, I think you will stand if you apprehend the glory of the Lord, but if you fail in this, what will happen will be that you will remain under the influences of the glory of man  the glory of this world; and this Babylonish. There is plenty of it, and it is attractive to man. The only antidote to it is to apprehend the glory of the Lord. (See 2 Corinthians 3: 18.) I have lived now a good many years in this world, and it has not been for nothing. I know something of the power of the world system. Indeed, there are few who have active minds who are without desire for a little of the worlds glory. But it is Babylon. It is confusion, for that is what Babylon means; and how could it be anything else when God has no place in it? It is the apprehension of the glory of the Lord which has delivered me. One word more. We must remember that all the glitter of this world is soon to be headed up in Antichrist. The great trinity of evil will be developed here in an open and public defiance of God. It is a great thing to be preserved now from elements which are working up to this. And there is but one antidote, beholding the glory of the Lord with unveiled face. 

    The Lord give us to take up things in this order. Then you will be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

    Returning to what I said earlier, resurrection with Christ is as much Gods mind in regard to saints, as it is His mind that we are justified. 

  
    CHRIST AS HEAD TO THE CHURCH (FER 13)

    Ephesians 1: 19 - 23; Colossians 2: 15 - 19; Ephesians 4: 15, 16

    QuesDid you use the expression, service of the Head  if so, what do you mean by it? 

    FERI suppose the idea is found in Colossians 2: 19: And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

    QuesAre there not two things, the ministering to the body, and the uniting together? 

    FERThe body is ministered to by the joints and bands, the Head being looked at as the source of supply. 

    RemSo, as to impulse, the movements are the movements of life; the ordinary, and not the extraordinary movements. 

    FERIn both Colossians and Ephesians we get, From whom the whole body, &c., both speak in that way of ministration from the Head to the body. 

    QuesTo what purpose was Colossians 2: 19 brought in? Was it corrective; the Head being let go, all was disjointed? 

    FERThere was grave danger then from those not holding the Head. Now if you look at the professing church you get what comes of failing in this. Bethesda is an illustration of not holding the Head  there is looseness. 

    QuesHow does losing sight of the Head lead to open ground? 

    FERIf you hold the Head, you must hold the truth of the one body, which stands in relation to the Head; and in fact the truth of the body was taught in scripture before the truth of the Head. 

    QuesDid not Mr. Darby receive the truth of the Head first? 

    FERYes, but in scripture the truth of the body was taught first. 

    QuesHave not most of us got the truth of the body before we got the truth of the Head? 

    RemWe want to see how scripture presents the matter. 

    FERWe see in Romans and still more in Corinthians, that one Spirit makes one body. For by one Spirit have we all been baptised into one body. That shews that the truth of the body is the first taught. If you do not accept the truth of the one body, I do not see how you can well apprehend the Head. 

    QuesYesterday we were speaking of Christ as Head and Christ as Lord. What is the distinction? 

    FERChrist is Lord to the individual, and in connection with individual responsibility. Then He is High Priest in service to us individually, not collectively. But if you follow the idea to the Minister of the sanctuary, you come near to the Head. 

    QuesBut then He is Priest there? 

    FERYes; but there you are near the Head. 

    RemYou must see that Aaron was head to his sons. 

    QuesWhat is implied in not holding the Head? 

    FERIt comes out manifestly in the present day in Bethesda. They are an example of the form and order without divine teaching, without the Spirit, in a way. Their meetings are simply believers meetings. 

    QuesCan we have the truth of the body rightly without the Head? 

    FERThe truth of the body connects itself with the presence of the Spirit; you must accept the truth of the body. Then there is another thing to be learnt, that Christ is Head to the body. 

    RemSo the better we know the Head, the better we know the body. 

    QuesWas not the thing put forward to the Corinthians, but when the apostle spoke of one Spirit and one body, it was not as a mere fact? 

    FERIt was not presented as a mere fact, but as corrective, because they were rallying round leaders. In the same way you get the clergy now as official leaders. The apostle brings in the truth of one body, one Spirit, as corrective. 

    QuesProperly speaking, I suppose all movement in the body originates with the Head? 

    FERI think so. The husband, as head, gives impulse properly to the wife, not the wife to the husband. 

    QuesWith regard to priesthood, as the great Priest over the house of God, is Christ known in any individual service He renders us? 

    FERI do not think so. Great Priest is a very large and deep thought. The house of God represents the universe. 

    QuesDoes it speak of the service of Christ to the individual in chapter 4? 

    FERYes, I think so. 

    RemIt has always interested me to see that the tabernacle was anointed first, for the tabernacle is a figure of the universe, and the priest was anointed after as the one who sustains it and ministers in it. 

    FERThere is nothing more interesting than the anointing. The tabernacle which was anointed was a pattern of all things, and He who built all things is God. 

    RemHaving therefore, brethren, boldness for entering the holiest ... and a great priest over the house of God, &c. 

    FERChrist is a great Priest over the house of God, but the application of headship at the present moment cannot go beyond christianity. We have to accept Him in that way as the great Priest over the house of God. The church is the first circle. In Psalm 22 we see how the influence of Christ widens out from the church, first to the great congregation, and then to the ends of the earth. In Colossians 1 we have first the Head, then reconciliation, then the body. The body is the first thing brought into reconciliation. 

    QuesIs not the Head a great thing to us, so that whatever is set up by and by we can be in touch with it now? 

    FERYes. 

    QuesYou distinguish between the great high Priest of chapter 4 and the great Priest in chapter 10? 

    FERYes; the idea of High Priest is taken from Aaron. You do not get the term High Priest in Psalm 110. There Christ is said to be Priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. Great Priest is, I suppose, in contrast to Aaron. 

    RemEverything is great in the Hebrews  the Majesty on high, the word really means the greatness, in contrast with the littleness of Judaism. 

    RemThen a great deal of the service of the High Priest is seen in connection with the weakness and wilderness experience of the people to lead them to the other side. 

    FERYes. 

    QuesIs not the difference between the Priest and the Head set forth in some way in Ephesians? 

    FERYes. Christ ascended up on high, and led captivity captive, and received gifts for men. This is in a sense priestly, though hardly connected with the thought of Head of the body. 

    Ques. As the exalted Man? 

    FERYes; and passes on from that to the thought of the Head. 

    QuesIs there not more the thought of drawing from the Head? 

    FERThe impulse of life is from the Head. When the body is brought in in relation to the Head, it is always looked at as a distinct entity. In Corinthians you do not get this idea, it is said, Ye are Christs body; He is the spirit and living principle of that body. But when, as in Ephesians and Colossians, you have the Head and the body, the Head is looked at as distinct from the body, though related to it, and this may lead on to the truth of the bride. 

    RemIn Ephesians 1 He is not the Head of the body, but He is Head to the church, which is His body. 

    FERA man is not only husband of his wife, but husband to his wife; so Christ is Head of the body, and Head to the body, but the Head is an entity distinct from the body. 

    RemIn Ephesians 4 we have the organisation, the whole body. 

    FERThere we have the whole body, rounded off, as it were. 

    QuesDoes the thought of union come in as connected with the body? 

    FERThe thought of union is not in connection with the Head and the body. It is not in that sense the word is generally used. Union is of two entities, just as man and woman are two. We see it in Isaac and Rebekah. They became one by union, and Christ and the church are one by union. At the same time there is the truth that the church is His body, and He is the spirit of the body. I can conceive of my body as in a sense distinct from myself. It is my body, and I am the spirit of my body. So the church is to Christ as His body. 

    RemWe see what you are through your body. 

    FERYes. 

    QuesAre both these thoughts applicable at the present time? 

    FERI should say both are applicable to the present. 

    QuesWe are His body now? 

    FERYes. 

    QuesYou would say that the thought in Ephesians 1 is future? 

    FERChrist as the Head of all principality and power is future, but He has this in title and place as Man now. You could scarcely, however, speak of Christ as being in fact the Head of all now. You do not see all things put under Him yet. 

    QuesDid you say the body is not united to the Head? 

    FERI do not think I said so. I said union is of two entities. 

    RemIn Ephesians 1 you get the Head in two positions: Head over all things, and Head to the church. 

    FERExactly so, you get the same in Colossians. He is the Head of all principality and power, and then He is Head to the church, which is His body, and that brings in two entities. Christ is Head of the church, as the husband is head of the wife. They are two. It is the same idea as that Adam was head to Eve. Eve was of his body, and at the same time his wife; they were two, but now one in the eye of God, yet none the less Adam was head to her. Her sin was that she acted from her own impulse instead of that of Adam. 

    QuesIs not that what the church has done? 

    FERI think so. 

    QuesDo we not get another analogy besides husband and wife, I mean, the human body? 

    FERI do not think the analogy of the human body ever goes beyond the saints down here. My head is part of my body, just as my ears and my eyes are parts of my body. 

    RemIt is every part in Ephesians, From whom the whole body, &c. That idea includes every part of the body. All christians are embraced in that sense. 

    QuesIs not the other figure very conclusive, The husband is head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church? 

    FERYes, it is to me. In both epistles, Ephesians and Colossians, He is Head over all things, Head of all principality and power to the church, but the church has a place which other things have not; that is, it is His body. 

    RemAdam was really head over all things before he was head to his wife. 

    FERYes, he was united to her afterwards, and became her head. 

    QuesIs not Christ Head to His body in a far more intimate way than husband to wife? 

    FERThe apostle says in 2 Corinthians 5, If our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we know that we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. In a way he distinguishes himself from his body, but he is the spirit of his body. A man is not head of his body. 

    QuesDo not you think there is a good deal of confusion through a human application of the word Head in 1 Corinthians 12? 

    FERThe mistake is in bringing Christ as Head into that chapter. I quite admit that in the revival of the truth it pleased God to give Mr. Darby an idea of the Head first, but the truth of the body was made known before the truth of the Head was known. It was known first on the day of Pentecost, but not until Paul was called out was the Head known. 

    QuesWas not this truth given him in a way at his conversion? 

    FERYes, but it came out a long time after in testimony. In Romans, we, being many, are one body in Christ. So in Corinthians, By one Spirit are we all baptised into one body, ... and have been ... made to drink into one Spirit. I have thought that this latter clause had reference to Christ rather than the Holy Spirit. One spirit characterised them. 

    QuesWhy had they not the Head at Pentecost  and yet there was the body? 

    FERThey had not the truth of Christ as the Son of God. You do not get that testimony until it was brought out by Paul, and therefore you could not have the truth of the Head. The testimony of Peter was to an exalted Christ. They had known Him after the flesh, and now He was the exalted One at the right hand of God. But the coming of the Holy Spirit constituted one body, and if the saints were not in the intelligence of it, they were in the instinct of it. The movements came from the Head. 

    QuesHow were they maintained in it then? 

    FERBy the Holy Spirit and by gifts, but they had not understood the relation of Christ as Head. He must be known as Son of God. You could not understand our relation to Christ as Head unless you saw the truth of sonship, so that He is the Firstborn among many brethren. 

    QuesWith regard to that, what would you say about Peters confession of the Lord in Matthew 16? 

    FERI think it was a revelation given to Peter personally, but not for testimony. The grace of the Father gave it to him. 

    RemIt was not effective until long after. 

    FERIt was given to him personally by the Father, and it made him a sample stone. The confession really formed the spiritual material for Christs assembly. 

    QuesRevealing His Son in me in Galatians 1. What is that? 

    FERThat was for testimony, that I might preach him. 

    QuesWhat is the force of holding fast the Head? 

    FERIt works in this way, that you hold to the truth of the one body. You will not suffer disintegration. 

    QuesWas it not corrective; they were letting go the idea that all was in Christ, and from Him? 

    FERYes, He must be the source of supply. 

    QuesIs not the case of Eve an illustration of not holding the Head? 

    FERShe acted on her own wisdom. 

    QuesAnd is not that the danger with every one of us. 

    FERIf you hold the Head you get intelligence by the expansion of affection, and God does not intend us to get intelligence in any other way. He would enlighten the eyes of our hearts. 

    RemWe get the Son of his love in Colossians 1. 

    FERYes, and you find out that Christ is everything. 

    QuesIs that holding the Head? 

    FERNot holding the Head is characteristic of the seducers. We drop in that way into individuality. People try by their own effort and power to acquire wisdom. Intelligence hangs on the expansion of affection, being knit together in love and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding. If you are after wisdom, you want to grow bigger. Are you big enough to hold it? 

    RemWhen you get bigger you really get smaller. Be ye also enlarged. 

    FERYes, enlarged in affection, and then you are greater in intelligence. Many men are clever enough, but do not hold a great place in the affections of others. 

    QuesYou would say the holding the Head is shewn in keeping the unity of the Spirit? 

    FERIt is a great thing to recognise the unity of the body, so as not to get narrowed up in mind. You think then aright of the church. 

    RemWas it not Gods intention originally that the joints and bands should do more for the edification of the church than even gifts, every part of it to contribute to the well-being of the whole? 

    FERIn early days joints and bands had much more place than they have now. Nourishment was thus ministered. 

    QuesDo not we lose much from the broken state of things? 

    FERYes, but the joints and bands are to hold things together. 

    QuesBut for this you must have affection? 

    FERWhat you want is to keep the whole thing together, and things would be kept together if everybody were seeking it. But even earnest men work in such a way as to break up. Peculiar ideas all tend to break up things. 

    RemJoints and bands are a great thing where there is no gift. 

    QuesThe Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, &c. Is not that the effect of the activity of the joints and bands? Is not that the movements of life more than gift? 

    FERThere is evidently something besides ministry. It is a curious thing that the gifts are not said to come from the Head but from the exalted Man. I think the working of the Head goes on by the joints and bands, and keeps things together. If you get ministry without that you may form a clique by it. The Corinthians wanted the joints and bands. 

    RemYou may get a meeting regulated outwardly by ministry, but the movements of life are the great thing after all; like a family growing up together in affection, nothing official. 

    RemThere is more need of family affection than of gifts. 

    RemThe impulse of life comes from the Head and not from ministry. 

    FERYes, and that is an important point in this connection. 

    RemMinistry gives form and shape to things. 

    FERExactly. 

    QuesIn Colossians: Increaseth with the increase of God. What is that? 

    FERIn what is of God. In Colossians we have everything divine in contrast to philosophy and all that sort of thing. It is all Christ. In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

    QuesWhat is the course of an evangelist  outside and beyond? 

    FERAn evangelist stands in relation to the body. 

    QuesCould a man call himself an evangelist? 

    FERScripture might call him so, but it would be assumption for him to do so. 

    QuesIn Ephesians 4: 3 we get an exhortation to diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit, is that diligence in the things spoken of in the first two verses? 

    FERI do not know that is using diligence. I think it is the purpose which is before the soul. What I judge is that unless it were so there would not be the diligence to keep the unity. Lowliness and meekness are suitable for those in the presence of God. It is a recognised truth that the Spirit has a dwelling-place here, but the truth is that God is dwelling here by the Spirit. I am not sure people sufficiently recognise that. It is not simply a doctrine that the Spirit is here; but a reality that God is dwelling. We are builded together for a habitation of God by the Spirit. 

    QuesIs not 1 Timothy on this line? 

    FERYes, we have there the house of God. Hence the effect of belonging to Gods house is to come out in the detail of daily life. The place of men and women and deportment, demeanour and dress are taken account of. It is a question in my mind whether we have not taken up the doctrine of the presence of the Spirit without recognising the moral effect of the dwelling of God. 

    QuesDoes not the presence of God always subdue? 

    FERYes; hence we have endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. 

    RemReally a man is known by his household, and Gods character in the world ought to be known by His household. 

    FERThe heathen would judge of God by His household. The church is the pillar and ground of the truth. 

  
    THE HEAVENLY COLOUR (FER 13)

    Colossians 2: 13 - 19; Numbers 15: 22 - 41

    I desire, in the first instance, to say a word in regard to the books of the Old Testament. I do not think that we get in them the revelation of what is purely heavenly, and yet they are written for our admonition; they are written, one might say, with a heavenly people in view. 

    It is one thing to see the revelation of what is in nature and privilege purely heavenly, and another to see the walk of a heavenly people through the wilderness. For instance, in the prophecies of Balaam referred to yesterday, the people of God are contemplated in the wilderness. Balaam looked upon them from above, from God; he saw them with the eye of the Spirit, but he looked upon them in the wilderness. 

    Just refer for an instant to the book of Leviticus. The subject treated there is that of approach to God; and that which comes out in the early part of the book is of the greatest importance, namely, the offering of Christ, in its various aspects, which is laid as the foundation in the soul of the believer. That is the great idea in the beginning: but you do not get the revelation of purely heavenly privilege; so far from it, the testimony of the Holy Spirit is that The way into the holiest ... was not yet made manifest. Yet we have Aaron and his sons, and the whole question of approach to God; the death of Christ in its various aspects laid as foundation in the soul of the one that approaches. For acceptance, fellowship and every blessing, I begin with the offering of Christ. That offering is the foundation of every blessing one experiences down here, whether it be acceptance or anything else. I quite admit we get the day of atonement; the great day of reconciliation comes out, but with the testimony  that the way into the holiest ... was not yet made manifest. 

    I come to another point in Numbers. Numbers is the walk of a heavenly people through the wilderness, and Gods provision for it. Many things are found there which are not in Leviticus: for instance, the numbering of the people; the people are taken account of; the rod of priesthood, the water of separation, and so on; Gods provision for a heavenly people where they need to be supported by priesthood, and are in danger of contracting defilement. 

    But for the exposition of heavenly blessing I must go to where the heavenly things are revealed; and before speaking of things connected with the walk of a heavenly people, I first have to make out what is heavenly. That has led me to the chapter in Colossians. 

    The principles that come out in Numbers 15 are most important in this day. We get two things brought into juxtaposition  the worst and the best; and the worst has to be met by the best. Nothing short of the best will meet the worst. I often think the millennium will not present the same contrast as now; evil will be repressed and its power set aside; there will not be the same character of things as now. This is a very great day, the day of the Holy Spirit. Nothing can transcend the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God is here, so we get the principle with regard to believers, that the good figs are very good and the bad very bad. If the flesh comes out in the believer it comes out in a way worse than anywhere. I do not think the flesh comes out in its naked, terrible character anywhere as it does in the saints. The good figs are indeed very good, the bad very bad. These two things are brought into contrast in this chapter in Numbers. The spirit of lawlessness on the one hand, the very worst thing in the world, which puts aside everything of God; and, on the other hand, what I may call the heavenly colour. In order to steer clear of the principle of lawlessness, what one needs to bring down into the details of life, and those nearest the earth, is the heavenly colour. The Israelites were to stone the man who gathered sticks on the sabbath day. It was lawlessness. It is brought in as an example of presumptuous sin. If they sinned through ignorance the trespass might be met, whether as to the nation or the individual; but in regard to high-handed sin, there was no offering at all. It was impossible for God to go on with it. This man who gathered sticks was to be stoned; he had made light of the sign of the covenant between God and His people in careless self-will. It is just the lawless will of man at work; it does not come out here in anything very flagrant or immoral, but in putting aside the ordinance of God, the sign of the covenant. Then comes the direction that they were to wear a fringe in the borders of their garment, and in the fringe a riband of blue. The heavenly colour was to come down with them, a heavenly people (of which, of course, we have here only the figure) going through the wilderness, to the details that come nearest the earth, the borders of their garments. 

    I will first say a word about what is heavenly, and then as to the application of the heavenly principle to the details of life down here; for I do not think we can apprehend the latter unless we are clear in our minds as to what is heavenly. What is heavenly is, as to us, new creation  Gods workmanship. It is not a patch up of what man is down here; it is not simply a man going to heaven when he dies. The heavenly is the new thing that is come in. That is what led me to Colossians 2: 13. It is a wonderful passage. It is the part of the epistle in which the truth of Ephesians is brought into Colossians; and we see it is all Gods work and Gods work in us  what is wrought in the believer, looked at from that standpoint as wholly the work of God. We have been quickened, quickened ... together with Christ, a truth peculiar to Paul. I would say a word about that, because I believe it to be a truth of the very highest moment for every one to understand. Every one accepts it, but there may be many who have not apprehended the force of being quickened ... together with Christ. It looks upon Christ in the place of death; Christ gone down into the place of death for the purposes of God. He is raised again from the dead, quickened in the power of the Spirit, quickened as Man into a new condition; the same divine Person, but quickened into a new condition; and the wonderful thing that comes Out is, we are quickened together with Him. I have a very poor idea of the force of it, but the thought is of the greatest moment. If quickened, we are quickened for God, so that in every way we may be agreeable to God; that we may be according to God in every sense, even as Christ is according to God. That is the idea to me of being quickened together with Christ; quickened for God by Gods own work. It is not a question of how I reach it experimentally; that is not brought in; it is wholly and entirely the work of God which has fitted me for Himself made me as agreeable to Him as Christ is agreeable to Him. 

    Another thing comes out in the passage  that every impediment that stood between God and the believer, or that could stand between God and the conscience of the believer, is removed. He has taken it all away  trespasses, the handwriting of ordinances which was against us, principalities and powers, everything which might have a power over the spirit of the believer has been spoiled by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, every obstacle completely removed. We are quickened together with Christ; we are before God now according to Christ  quickened ... together with Christ. 

    The next thing therefore that he brings out is the body. Why? How could we be united to Christ, joined to Christ, if we were not quickened together with Christ? It is the character of Gods work in regard to believers that He has quickened us together with Christ, that we might be associated in the pleasure of God with Christ. We are that purely and entirely by Gods own work, without a single word brought in as to how the soul reaches it in its history. It is all the work of God. 

    It is a blessed thing to think that we are here a company of believers, but how far do we enter into the truth that we are before God for His pleasure, according to His pleasure in Christ? There, by virtue of Gods work, and nothing short of that: Gods own power in raising Christ, quickening us, but in the power of the Holy Spirit, that we may be before God according to His mind. We get expressions analogous to it elsewhere. As he is, so are we in this world. That is the way God looks upon us. Of course, what He looks upon is the result of His blessed work. It has not come out yet into display, because we are here in the wilderness still; but it is all involved in the thought of being quickened together with Christ. It must go on even to our bodies. Of course, it is only faith that realises it; it is all true and real before God, the fruit of His blessed work, and it involves likeness to Christ in glory. I refer to that to shew we are heavenly. We are heavenly. It is a great thing to get hold of that: As is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. And we are heavenly by Gods own work, taken out of death as Christ was raised, taken out of spiritual death to be before God in the life and liberty of Christ. To be before God agreeable to Him as Christ is agreeable to Him, quickened ... together with Christ, quickened to be before Him in such sort as to be members of the body of Christ. 

    I now turn back to Numbers 15. The thought is brought out of provision for ignorant failure. No doubt it has reference to the future history of Israel; and in regard to presumptuous sin, sin done with a high hand, the people who do not accept the offering of Christ, wilful sin being imputed to them, they will be cut off. Our lot is cast in a day where we see the spirit of lawlessness rampant in the world. People calmly put aside all that is of God. It is not simply that they do not like it, 

    but a spirit of lawlessness is abroad which puts aside everything, one thing after another that used to be recognised, in this country at least, as of God. We are fast going on to the time of antichrist. Thank God, we shall never be here to see that time! But we see the spirit at work on every hand which will set aside every ordinance of God. This man who gathered sticks did not do anything outwardly very gross, but it was the will of man making light of the sign of the covenant between God and His people. The point for us is, how is this to be guarded against? If you live in the midst of evil you are in danger of being infected by it. See, for instance, the Cretans (as we read in Titus). At Corinth people lived in a state of luxury and self-indulgence. The believers there were in danger of being carried away with the same thing. If we see these principles at work we are in danger of being poisoned by them. What I would bring before you is the antidote, and I believe the first thing is to accept that I am heavenly, and heavenly by Gods own work. Then what is the kind of thing that becomes me down here? I will tell you in a single word: Gods will. What does not become me? My will. That is the thing most unbecoming in the saints of God. 

    I believe the very circumstances through which a christian is called to pass, and the relationships in which he is set, are all parts of Gods discipline to make him practically pleasing to Himself. I am not sent here to be prosperous in the world. It is all a question of the will of God. I am here for that, and I recognise it. I would not care to lift my finger to gain a worldly advantage, simply because I know I am here for Gods will. I would not employ a patron to gain an advantage for me, because I am here for Gods will, and in the circumstances most suitable for it. I am here to yield my body an instrument for Gods service, that in my body His will may be expressed. I bring His will into everything. I would not push my business. I am there, 

    and I fulfil it diligently; I bring Gods will into it, and I am happy, and my spirit is quiet and at rest because I am conscious of being in the place of Gods will. People fret against their circumstances sometimes, and wish to change them, and they do not better them. They do not find themselves in a better position for themselves or Gods people. I do not think people ought to be in a hurry to change their circumstances, or to change their location. I am here, not to have any part in the lawlessness all around, but to bring the heavenly principle into every detail of life down here. Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, ... do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. The question with me is not  Is there any harm in this or that? I am here in this world for the will of God; I take up even the relative duties of life in the same way. I bring the heavenly colour into all the details of life down here; but the one thing that enables me to do it is the consciousness by the Spirit of God that I am heavenly by the work of God. I realise that, in faith, and bring the colour of it into the things down here. I do the same things an unconverted man would do. He has his natural ties, so have I; he has his business; I have my business; but he acts on human principles of prudence; I bring the heavenly principle into the lowest details. I believe that is the antidote to what I may call the dreadful principle of lawlessness that is rampant in the world. 

    To begin with, we are heavenly by the work of God. He has made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. He has made us suitable for Himself in association with Christ, by His work which raised Christ from the dead, and has quickened us together with Him. 

  
    SONSHIP AND PRIESTHOOD (FER 13)

    Colossians 2

    FERWhat do you think Mr. Telford? 

    THRI think we all got a very good idea of the body yesterday. Would it not be well to go on to sonship and priesthood? I only suggest it. 

    RTI think so. 

    FERWe had better read Colossians 2. In Corinthians I think the point is that there is one body and that body is Christs body. Now here in Colossians I think we get an advance on that, and that is the Head is seen in distinction from the body. He is Head to the body. The importance of it to my mind is that it brings in the worshipping company. He really brings in association with Christ and in that you get the priestly worshipping company  the many sons. 

    RemYou get the Head in heaven. 

    QuesDo you mean that in association with this we are in association with Christ? 

    FEROh, I think it is all a question of realisation. You cannot make it mere standing. Association with Christ is association with Christ. In that sense it is a spiritual idea. It is not simply a term or a status. I think it involves realisation. We are quickened together with Him  that must involve realisation. The body is one  the Head is one, and one and one make two. It brings in really the thought of union. There cannot be union of one. You cannot talk of union in that way. There is not union in the human body. The idea of union does not enter into the constitution of the human body. Where you get the figure of union is in marriage. It is the union of two  of two beings  of two entities. 

    LHFThen the human figure in Corinthians would not enter into Colossians. 

    FERI think not; in Colossians it is one body and one Spirit. 

    JDWould you say that the Head and body were seen distinct and separate in the marriage of the Lamb in Revelation? 

    FERWell, you get two  you get the Lamb and His wife. You see the moment you come to the idea of head and sonship, and priesthood and risen together with Christ, you are on different ground. We are on the ground of pure grace. We come in that sense to the land of promise  to the land of purpose. We are no longer in the wilderness as individuals but we have come to the ground of purpose, to the promised land. You are circumcised  that is Gilgal. You are buried with Him in baptism. You have come beyond Jordan. You are risen with Him and quickened with Him. 

    QuesWhat is the real difference between Ephesians and Colossians. Christ is the Head of the body in Colossians, but He is so also in Ephesians. What is the difference? 

    FERWell I do not think it is the prominent idea. The Head is introduced incidentally in Ephesians. I think it is much more prominent in Colossians. 

    RTWhat is the prominent thought in Ephesians? 

    FERThe body. 

    JHWhat do you mean by being introduced incidentally? 

    FEROh, it merely says, the Head of the body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 

    LHFWhat would you say is the primary thought in Colossians? 

    FEROh, I think it runs with Hebrews  you are brought to the priestly circle. You are risen and quickened together with Christ  on new ground completely. You are not on the ground of responsibility, like Romans, but on the ground of divine purpose. 

    RTIt takes you to Gilgal. 

    FERYes, it takes you to Jordan  you are risen with Him. That brings in the priestly company. You are not only risen by faith in order to be capable, but you are quickened together with Him in order to be capable. 

    LHFWhat is the force of Risen with him? Do you apprehend it by faith? 

    FERI do not think risen illustrates the work of God. I think it represents the desire of God with regard to us. Quickening brings in another thought  the work of God in you. You are quickened together with Him  that is, you are capable. I think God has in that way anticipated the coming of Christ. For quickening is connected properly with the coming in of Christ as last Adam. God has anticipated that  and those who are quickened with Christ are made capable of association with Him. 

    LHFWould it be right to say that quickening introduces you into the circle of love where God is displayed? 

    FERI think union is the joining of the Head and the body. They become one in the eye of God. It is like man and wife. Like Rebecca and Isaac  they were joined, they became one in the eye of God. She became his wife and Isaac was comforted after the death of Sarah. We get in them an illustration of the place of Christ and the church at the present time. 

    LHFDo you think union is present? 

    FERI think so, what do you think Mr. Reynolds? 

    THRI think so  the marriage has not actually taken place, but we have the Spirit, it is by the Spirit we are united to Christ. 

    QuesWas the epistle to the Colossians written for that purpose  because they were not holding the Head? 

    FERThat was not quite the case. It was the seducing teachers who were not holding the Head. The Colossians might be in danger of being led by these teachers. 

    LHFWhat is the thought there  not holding the Head? 

    FERI think it is turning to your own head. I think there is a moral idea connected with the head, that is, you get direction from the head. Look at the expression here; Intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. It is all the exaltation of man  he has confidence in himself. When you lose confidence in yourself you turn to Christ as Head. When a man is self-confident he turns to his own head, he trusts his own mind. When he loses confidence in his own mind that is holding the Head. I think people all go wrong, because they trust themselves in divine things, and their own thoughts and opinions. Men who do that are not holding the Head. 

    RTWould you say it is knowledge of the Head? 

    FERWell it is knowledge, but it is more than that, it is holding the Head. 

    JDIs it allowing the Head to think for you? 

    FERI think it is you get direction from the Head. 

    PDo you think Paul understood it when he said, Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves? 

    FERThat was more in connection with ministry, I think the Head is more connected with the whole body. 

    RemWe get direction from the Head more properly in the assembly. 

    JHIs verse 10 collective or individual  Ye are complete in him? 

    FERI look at it as more individual. 

    JDIn regard to what was said on verse 19  Not holding the Head  in connection with the question asked  Is that in contemplation when we come together in the assembly? Do we come to receive or to give? 

    FEROh! I think we come to get impulse. I think Christ in the assembly gives movement. I think the Head sets it all on, so to speak, He sets it in movement. 

    LHFHow does the Spirit come in in that connection? 

    FERI think the Spirit acts in connection with the Head. He moves in accordance with the Head. I think we have to see that the spiritual movement originates in the Head. I think it is the Head who gives direction. When you come together you begin with the Lords supper. And when properly expressed it sets in motion. 

    I fancy we have a kind of idea that the Head is there to direct what is to be done  whether praise, thanksgiving, an address or whatever it may be. I do not think that is the idea. I think the Head is there really to give impulse to the spiritual affections. It is difficult to define it. 

    MThat is, the Lords supper is fitted to induce it. 

    FERI think so. I think the Supper puts everything in its proper place. Christ in His place, we in our place. I believe there are few things less understood than the assembly. 

    JDPutting Christ in His place  is not that a peculiar expression? 

    FERI mean it gives Him His right place in the mind of the saints. 

    LHFThat would be through affection. 

    FERQuite so. There is moral value in the assembly. You have only to read 1 Corinthians 13 to see that. I believe many people have a kind of idea that the value of the Head to the assembly is to direct. But I do not think that anything is of value in the assembly that does not come from affection. That is not my remark, it is a remark of Mr. Darbys. 

    LHFIt is very simple. 

    QuesWould you say one involves the other  that if we have the direction of the Head we have the direction of the Spirit so that it is not far wrong to say that the Lord directs what is to be done? 

    FERI do not object to that at all, but I do not think it is the first idea of the Head. 

    QuesWhen you speak of the assembly do you speak of coming together on Lords day morning? 

    FERI think when the assembly comes together in that way it is to the Supper. 

    LHFWould that be the only assembly meeting? 

    FERExcept in connection with discipline. I do not think there is any other idea of the assembly coming together. There may be occasion for the assembly to come together for discipline but that is abnormal. When we come together in the assembly it is to the Lords supper. I believe it is in the Supper the Lord meets us really. 

    QuesDo I understand there is holding the Head apart from the Lords day? 

    FEROh, the Head is always the Head. What you have to realise is the body. The Head is always the Head, but I do not think the idea of the body is realised except in the assembly. 

    JHEven there very little. 

    FERVery little, I fear. I think people come together very much as believers, because it is a right thing to do. There is apparently little sense of the idea of the worshipping company, that is the priestly company, risen together with Christ and quickened together with Him. I judge that is poorly entered into. 

    RemWe may be in the assembly meeting and not be in the assembly. 

    FERI think you may be there without having a true idea of the assembly according to God  of what the assembly is to Christ. In the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises. I do not think that refers to the outward company. I think it refers to those in association with Him. I do not think it is in connection with the wilderness, but with the land of promise. You are risen together with Him. You are quickened together. 

    QuesIs not the outward thing broken up? 

    FERYou come out of the outward thing. You come and participate in one Spirit. By one Spirit are we all baptised into one body. I think you must come together with that thought simply. I think you see it in the case of the newly converted, they cannot know the truth of the one body, or association with Christ, but you would not exclude them. They come into fellowship without much intelligence, but you are happy about their coming in. 

    QuesThen you mean in that way they may be in the assembly without realising their place in the assembly? 

    FERI have no doubt the Corinthians and the Galatians came together in the assembly and rightly so, but at the same time I do not think that either one or the other had any real idea of the assembly according to the mind of God  that is of the church in its true character. 

    QuesWould you say that the character of the worship shews your true place as in the worshipping company? 

    FERWell, I think that would have to be according to Christ. I think the standard in that case would be the Head  what is suitable to the Head. If you can speak of such a thing as the worshipping company, I do not think you could have anything less than that everything must be according to Christ. 

    QuesIn Hebrews we get Him as the Leader of praise. How does that stand in relation to worshipping Him? 

    FERI think we recognise the Lord there. I do not think we get perfection here. I was speaking of what might be called ideal perfection. 

    QuesWe ought to aim at it? 

    FERWell, if up to it. 

    LHFIt is a great thing not to set up standards but to seek to reach the thing in our souls. 

    Ques. Might it not be? 

    FERYou see you cannot have things artificially, it would never do to have an artificial state of things. 

    THRI question if you can ever separate the Father and the Son in worship. There may be a difference in thinking of the Lord in redemption which very few go beyond. When you get into the company of Christ, and enter into what He is as Son to the Father, I understand you worship Him. The moment He is revealed as Son of God, you worship Him. I do not know how to separate Them in the mind. 

    FERI think we have to remember what is in chapter 2  In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

    THRYou could not separate Them. 

    FERIt is extremely important to remember that Christ is the presentation of God to us. 

    QuesIs it that which the Lord has committed to us  This do in remembrance of me  before we get the worship of the priests? 

    FERIt is in the Supper Christ meets us. 

    THRI think what you said just now is very important. You realise that you are risen with Christ, and in association with Him you leave the outside thing behind. I think the Supper brings that before you. If Christ has gone through death, He brings us to His side of death, that we might be in association with Him. 

    JDI ask this question, it is an important one, in connection with what you have said: Is He in the midst of the assembly before the bread is broken, or not until after? 

    FERWell, I really could not tell you. What I see is this. You take up in mind what happened on earth. The Lord had taken the passover with His disciples, that was, as it were, the closing up of all after the flesh. He is present with them and He presents to them the bread and wine. I think in that He presents Himself to them in an entirely new way. That begins what I call a new departure. 

    THRI think it is there that spiritually you touch His presence. That is the great point. It is not, is He present and when is He present, but really you touch His presence in the assembly. 

    FERI think so. 

    QuesHis presence in what way? 

    FERIt is a thing you cannot define. You apprehend in affection. 

    JDHas it not been said, He comes to our side consequent on resurrection? 

    FERWell, I think He meets us in the Supper. The Supper has its own peculiar character in what it expresses. The moment He meets us, and we meet Him, we are in association with Him. 

    MTI think there would be less difficulty in it if we were more simple. We are apt to make things legal by getting away from simplicity. 

    FERWhen the Lord instituted the Supper He was with them, and they were with Him. He had eaten the passover and would not again, He says, until that day when it should be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. Keeping that in mind makes it simpler to me. He was with them and put before them the bread and wine. 

    JHYou referred to young converts; would you say they were in the freshness and power of it? 

    FEROh, I think so. They may greatly lack in intelligence as to the church and the worshipping company. 

    JHBut the affections may be right. 

    FERYes; and they naturally take it as a matter of affection. 

    JHThey might be before some who are more intelligent. 

    FERI think they might in freshness. 

    JHWhat I mean is intelligence is not enough. 

    FERBut if I speak of real intelligence, I think it hangs on affection. Mary of Bethany was extremely intelligent, but it was the outcome of affection. I do not think there is real intelligence if the affections are not in exercise. Do you agree with that Mr. Reynolds? 

    THRTo my own mind I think it is a precious thing to find yourself in the company of Christ. You cannot lay down rules as Mr. Telford said, but it is an immense thing to realise that Christ draws you to His side having passed through death to bring you to it. It is like Aaron and his sons. 

    It is a wonderful thing to worship in the company of Christ. 

    POnly you must have it in order. 

    FERYou may have it in too strict formal order. 

    PWhen the Lord presents the bread and the wine, it seems to me there must be a stop  that the Lord would have us occupied with that  that we should be thinking of the greatness of His love in entering into death. 

    FERYou are not to be thinking of anything at all. The moment you begin with thinking, there is a danger of not holding the Head. 

    JDWhat is the force of Remember me? 

    FERRemember me could have no literal application to us. 

    LHFWould it have a spiritual application? 

    FERYou have to take it up intelligently. 

    LHFYou mean they knew Him? 

    FERQuite so. They had been with Him. 

    LHFWhat about the Corinthians? 

    FERThe apostle brings before them the first institution. He does not give another. You have to take it up in spiritual intelligence. You announce the Lords death. 

    LHFWould it be correct to say that we call Him to mind? 

    FERI think He brings Himself into presence. I think we meet Him in the Supper. I believe the point for us is we are in the fellowship of His death, and we meet Him in the fellowship of His death. I think it is there we meet Him. If He does not make us conscious of His presence, do not think His presence is much. It is not much good to you if you are not in the consciousness of it. 

    MIs it by means of the bread and the wine we apprehend His presence? 

    FERWell, I think the bread and wine are a great test of being in accord with His mind. It is the great expression of His love. 

    MAnd then when we have the apprehension of His love as thus expressed we have Himself. 

    FERI think so. 

    QuesThen you would not look upon the Supper as the remembrance of Himself at all, would you? 

    FERI think you announce His death until He come. 

    QuesTo whom do we announce it? 

    FERWell, I am not greatly concerned as to others. 

    QuesIs it something initiatory to remember Him? 

    FERThe apostle recalls the original institution as separated from all. We announce His death. We have nothing to do with a Christ on earth. 

    Devine. I thought the prominent thought was to remember Him, and that in that act we announce His death. 

    FERWell, it is very difficult to my mind how we can remember Him. I can understand the disciples remembering Him, but to me it is a difficult matter how to remember Him or to call Him to mind if He is with us and we are with Him. It is extremely difficult to give it a literal application. 

    Devine. I see different now. I see a little different now to what I did before. 

    AMThe verse you quoted in Hebrews  In the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. If we were in the consciousness of that in association with Him would there not be a certain line before us consistent with that which would exclude a great deal that takes place in our meetings? 

    FERYes; I think so. I have often been struck with the force of the expression, In the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. I think it indicates that He comes in and joins Himself to our praise. 

    RemThat is beyond rule. 

    FERBeyond rule. I do not think it would be anything artificial. 

    RemIf we had what is consistent with His line of praise it would exclude a good deal we have. 

    RemIt would be all right if we waited on Him. 

    FERI think it would. But I see the wonderful grace of the Lord in coming down to us. The disciples sung a hymn before going out; the hymn might not have been much. 

    RemIf they had been right they would have been directed what to sing. The normal state of the assembly is to wait on the Head. 

    FERI think it would go right if spiritual affections were in exercise. 

    RemIt ought to be. 

    FEROught is an awkward word. 

    RTWith regard to young converts being received, I think we might get a little help on that and the amount of intelligence we should look for. I think we are apt to go to extremes. 

    FERLike yourself, I dare say as a young convert I had no apprehension of Christ as Head. I knew Him as Lord and there was a certain amount of affection. No one newly converted has the apprehension of Christ as Head  there may be attachment to Him as Saviour and Lord, and the consciousness of grace, but there is no intelligence of Him as Head. 

    RTBut that is hardly what I was thinking of. I think we might get a little help as to receiving  we are apt to go to extremes. 

    FERI think a person is received simply as being a christian and as having received the Spirit. At the same time, in view of the peculiar position brethren occupy, I do not think it is quite fair to them to allow them to come into fellowship without giving them an idea of what they are committing themselves to. I mean in view of the peculiar position we occupy in regard to fellowship. 

    QuesWhat would you say to them? 

    FERI should say this to them, I should let them know the ground we are on, that we are not in accord with the christianity around us. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by that? 

    FERChristendom is the camp  and we have come outside the camp, therefore you are not in accord with christendom. Christendom goes on the ground that Christ is in honour here. We apprehend that Christ is rejected and therefore we go out to Him. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by Christ being in honour in christianity? 

    FERWhy, they stick up their church steeples as a kind of assertion that Christ is in honour here. For their own sakes they ought to be shewn that we take the place of rejection with Him, so that when they are in fellowship they may not turn round and say, You did not let us understand. 

    RTSuppose the case of a man converted ten years ago  we know he has made no advance and that he has no intelligence of his place in Christ, but we believe he has real affection for Christ  What would you think of that man? 

    FERI should say, Let him in. If affection is there it is a great thing. 

    THRI think every case must be taken on its own merit in the exercise of spiritual judgment. 

    FERThat their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God. It is knit together in love. 

  
    THE SANCTUARY (1) (FER 14)

    Colossians 2: 1 - 23

    FERI think God has found a way by which He may dwell: Christ has prepared a house for Him. We have our part in that, but it is not the purpose of God in it; the purpose of God in it in regard to us is to bring us into the sanctuary. There is great gain in being brought to the house of God, but His purpose is to bring us to the sanctuary; you are brought to the sanctuary when you are prepared for it. 

    DLHIs not the house a kind of means to an end? 

    FERYes, God dwells to make Himself known. It is not only that He may be revealed; He was revealed before the house was here at all. God was first revealed, then He establishes the house that He may be known by those in the house. You get no divine teaching until you are brought to the house. 

    WBWhen is a man brought there? 

    FERWhen he apprehends that God dwells here by the Spirit. 

    WBHow do you come to apprehend that? 

    FERBy faith. A man accepts testimony from God, but that is not what I call divine teaching. He accepts the testimony and receives the Holy Spirit, then it is divine teaching begins. If a man receives the Spirit he has come to the house of God. 

    WJBy the sanctuary, do you mean the privilege of the house? 

    FERNot quite, the sanctuary is something within. The house is one idea, and the sanctuary another; how far they will be co-extensive in the eternal state I could not say. The gospel is really Gods testimony. When you accept that you are brought to His house, in order to come under teaching which is divine. That is in principle the new covenant; you get the new covenant within the house, and it means divine teaching. The new covenant does not belong to the sanctuary, but it forms you for it. 

    DLHI had thought that covenant is that God instructs us as to His intention. 

    FERHe instructs us not in His mind, but in Himself and hence it is said, All shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 

    THBIs that the limit of the teaching? 

    FERThe only limit is God Himself; because He is the Teacher. We do not strictly come under the covenant, but we must come under the principles of it, that is divine teaching, so the apostle says to the Thessalonians, Ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another, that is the effect of the love of God. 

    FCSo in Romans 5, we have what is presented in testimony, and then teaching. 

    FERI think so, but you get the teaching even in chapter 5: the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts, verse 5, it begins there. 

    WBI thought that if any man learned any truth at all either about God, or himself, it was by divine teaching he learned it. Suppose I have learnt my state of guilt and sin, is it not divine teaching? 

    FERThat is not what I should call divine teaching. Divine teaching is leading you into the light of God. The man who knows God best, knows himself best. New birth is not divine teaching, but it is divine operation. You cannot speak of divine teaching until the Holy Spirit is received. 

    QuesWhen shall they all be taught of God? 

    FERIt is the great point in the new covenant that people are taught of God. 

    JBWhat is no man cometh unto the Father, but by me John 14: 6? 

    FERComing to the Father is coming to Christ really for light. All the light of God is in Christ. He was speaking to the Jews at the time, and no one came to Him except the Father drew him. It is akin to Matthew 11: 28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden. 

    JSAThe work of the Spirit is not the same as the teaching of the Spirit? 

    FERNew birth is the work of the Spirit, but it is not the teaching of the Spirit. The object of coming to Christ is to be brought into rest by Christ revealing the Father. You come to Christ to be taught. 

    JBEvery man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. John 6: 45. Is not the Father the Teacher there? 

    FERGod is the Teacher, but God draws to Christ that you may come under divine teaching. I am inclined to doubt if the Fathers drawing to Christ is in itself divine teaching. 

    ACHas He not some instruction about Christ to give to the soul that feels its need? 

    FERYou come to Christ to get living water, then it is you get teaching. You could not come under divine teaching until you get living water. 

    ACHow do you know the living water is there? 

    FERYou get it, it is not a question of knowing it is there, but if you do come to Christ you get living water. You are attracted by the operation of God, by the testimony, but the soul comes to Christ and receives from Him the gift of living water. 

    ACWhat is the difference between testimony and teaching? 

    FERThe reception of the testimony is one thing, and teaching quite another. You must begin by the receiving of the testimony: faith must accept the testimony. God has set forth His testimony, and the first relation of the soul with God is the acceptance of His testimony. That is different from teaching, the idea of which I get from Johns epistle: Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things, ... and ye need not that any man teach you, (1 John 2: 20, 27), and in the last chapter the Spirit is the witness: He that believeth ... hath the witness in himself 

    WBWhere does the gift of the teacher come in? 

    FEROh, but that is not the divine Teacher. There is the gift of the teacher as well as the evangelist. If you are lecturing, or if I am lecturing I am sure I have no idea that anybody is taught by me. One may be used of God to point things out perhaps to people, but pointing things out to me does not teach me. The Spirit uses me in a measure to keep the mind of God under the attention of the saints, but they do not learn from me. What I present to them may be used to exercise them, and if they are exercised they may get something out of it, because all teaching is the fruit of exercise. There are two elements with teaching: moral and intelligent, and you want both. The moral teaching is by the Spirit; the Spirit of God leads you in a way to the Scriptures, and you get intelligence in that way, but the great point is moral teaching. The Spirit enlightens you in the mind of God, but God alone can teach Himself to you. 

    DLHWhat we want is to be exponents of the things about which we are enlightened. 

    FERI am perfectly sure of this that our enlightenment has gone a long way beyond our knowledge of God. It has been so with myself. I have put things out far beyond my moral stature. Take one single instance, and that is Mr. Darby: I never found a man who had the same intelligence in the mind of God, and power to apply it as he. Morally there was the stature of the man, and the intelligence corresponded to it. He was specially and divinely taught in the knowledge of God, and hence he acquired great intelligence in the mind of God. 

    The Spirit begins with righteousness and then you get to holiness in that way. You are led on and instructed. The moment you come to holiness you must bring in love. Righteousness connects itself with grace, and holiness with love. You get the knowledge of these things by the Spirit of God bringing your soul into direct contact with God Himself. 

    JSOWhat about the gifts in Ephesians 4, do you separate that from divine teaching? 

    FERI would in a way; there it is that the body may be built up, that instead of being children and tossed about with every kind of doctrine, they might be able to stand as men. That is all connected with intelligence. It is divine intelligence but you cannot get divine intelligence except by the knowledge of God morally. What man wants is moral backbone, and then he gets divine intelligence, the two go together. I think if you examine the passage in Ephesians 4, it is intelligent growth, not moral. Do you remember an expression of Mr. Darbys? It used to puzzle me a good deal: he said that in divine things you learned the words by the things, and if you have not got the things you cannot learn the words. 

    JSOI suppose the only revelation of God we have is in the scriptures? 

    FERChrist was the revelation of God whether the scriptures were there, or not. 

    JSOBut still Scripture is the inspired volume. 

    FERYou have an inspired record, but the revelation of God was complete, even before the Holy Spirit came. I would not like anyone to think that I make little of the scriptures, but the real witness of Christ is the Holy Spirit: When the Comforter is come ... he shall testify of me. 

    JBWas there any divine teaching in the past dispensation? 

    FERYes, in anticipation of what has come to pass now. No one has a single bit of light until the entrance of Gods testimony. 

    JBTeaching is on the line of love, not light. 

    FERQuite so, God begins by enlightening. 

    WThat I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended, is that divine intelligence? 

    FERI think it is more apprehension of mind. The first thing that God works in a man is desire, and then He satisfies it. It is a wonderful thing to me what you find in Psalm 132, the Spirit of God produces desires in David, and then satisfies those desires. 

    JSOHave the labourers no part at all in forming the stature of the christian? 

    FERIn a way; for instance, I have had thankfulness expressed for something I have put out, by those who have been helped by it, and I think in that way, the teacher gets the credit of it. 

    JSOThere is a very real link formed in that way, between those ministering and those ministered to. 

    FERIn Johns epistle there is the teaching in which he does not recognise mans hand at all and there is the teaching of the Spirit of God which forms a persons intelligence. A teacher may show you the mind of God, and it is an important service to have the mind of God expounded to me, that brings me into exercise so that I may get the good of it. 

    DLHHow did this discussion begin? 

    FERIt began with the house of God, the place of divine teaching. The object of divine teaching is to bring us to the sanctuary. Very few people know the sanctuary because they are not prepared for it, and they feel it. The sanctuary is where Gods glory rests. 

    DLHWith regard to the sanctuary, Mr. Darbys observation is very important, that unless you know the thing you cannot understand the word. 

    FERIt is a great thing to get an idea of the sanctuary. It is certain to me that the love of God cannot rest in the house of God as it is now, but there is a spot in the house where it can rest; you could not touch the sanctuary except by the house. 

    WBEveryone who has received the Spirit has touched the house. 

    FERTeaching and discipline are going on in the house. That is not love resting, but there is a spot where Gods love can rest, because everything is according to His glory. The great point for us is to reach that spot, but in order for us to reach it everything depends upon our knowledge. We ought to grow in the knowledge of God. 

    JSOBut you do not make little of gift? 

    FEROh no, I make a good deal of gift; I should not make light of it. If a man gets a ministry from the Lord, he has to fulfil it. 

    DLHThat passage quoted in Ephesians 4, really shows that the teaching comes from Christ, He ascended up on high ... and gave gifts, it speaks of the present care of the Head for the body. 

    FERYes, and the gifts are connected with the forming of the saints in the divine nature and intelligence  you want both. 

    JSODoes the Spirit of God work in connection with their being formed in the divine nature? 

    FERI am certain He does. 

    JBNo servant could form them in it. 

    FERNo, nor does any servant have the idea that he can really teach as the Spirit of God. 

    QuesIn what sense does the Spirit work in the teacher? 

    FERThe Spirit produces very great exercise and that kind of thing. Let anybody try their hand at it and see the terrific conflict it is all along. You find that every influence is opposed to you, or rather to Christ I should say. Every influence is opposed to spiritual progress, hence if you try to maintain the mind of God before the saints, and are really concerned at all that they should make advance in the mind of God, you will find what a terrible power there is against it. 

    QuesWhy do you speak of the house and the sanctuary in connection with this chapter? 

    FERThe object of the chapter is to prepare you for the sanctuary; we have the teaching and terms of it in Hebrews, but in Colossians we have the substance. It is written to the gentiles. You have to recognise your place as risen with Him. You are priests, the priestly company, and then you are quickened with Him, so that you really have the antitype of Aaron and his sons substantially, not in terms. Jordan lies between the house and the sanctuary. You only get to the sanctuary through death and resurrection. As risen with Christ you are outside every order of man down here. A risen man is of a new order. It may be the same identity, but he is of a new order. It is not only that you are risen with Him, but you are quickened with Him, and thus participate in His life and you are qualified for the sanctuary. Colossians and Hebrews run together pretty much. Colossians brings you over Jordan to Gilgal. Risen and quickened with Christ corresponds to Hebrews 10. By the which will we are sanctified, you are in association with the High Priest for the service of the sanctuary. He is the true Aaron and the Aaronic family are those who are risen and quickened with Him. 

    THBYou do not get the assembly in Colossians? 

    FERYou get the Head and the body and that is in connection with the sanctuary. 

    JSOAnd philosophy and the like, would greatly hinder. 

    FERI would not like to offend anyone, but to me science and philosophy are all rubbish the moment you look at them from the moral point of view. What good will they be when you come to die? When you get above you will understand things better than men ever do by science down here. 

  
    COMPARISON OF THE EPISTLES  (CONTINUED) (FER 14)

    Colossians 2: 1 - 23

    FERIn this epistle we enter on ground different from that which we have been considering. One thing that comes out prominently is the work of God in connection with the accomplishment of His purpose, and this is carried on in Ephesians. It has often been noticed that what you get here corresponds with the other side of Jordan  the promised land. You enter on the ground of purpose. In that connection you get the body  not simply the new covenant or reconciliation. 

    QuesAre the ministries of the new covenant and of reconciliation both supposed in this epistle? 

    FERI think so; both are referred to in the beginning. The point is this, that in chapter 2 you are brought into association with Christ and that by the work of God; but association with Christ must be the other side of Jordan  that is quite evident.... In Colossians it is not simply the moral idea of Christ as Head of every man, but as Head of all principality and power. That is the way He is brought in, and then, being Head of all principality and power, He is Head to the body. 

    QuesIs there any difference between counsel and purpose? 

    FERNot that I know of. Counsel and purpose, I suspect, are pretty much one in meaning. 

    QuesDid you say that before you can apprehend Colossians and Ephesians, you must apprehend what a man in Christ is? 

    FERI think so  for this reason, you cannot take the responsible man the other side of Jordan. A man in Christ belongs to the other side of Jordan, and is in association with Christ. 

    QuesIn how many spheres do we see Christ as Head? 

    FERIn two, as far as I understand it. He is the Head of every man, and He is Head of all principality and power, and it is as being the latter that He is Head to the church. Scripture connects them in that way. Head of all principality and power is the fulfilment of Psalm 8, but the church does not exactly come in there. Here the church is His body. 

    QuesWhat does Head convey to you? 

    FERPre-eminence. 

    Ques. Not direction too? 

    FERYes, but chiefly pre-eminence. All takes its character from the Head  as the woman takes character from the man. 

    QuesIs there any difference between head of the body, and head to the body? 

    FERI do not know at all. I had not thought of it. 

    QuesIn what sense is the head of Christ God? 

    FERThat is Corinthians. The Son of God is become Man, and as having taken that place, God is the head of Christ. 

    RemIt is the position He has taken in grace. 

    FERQuite so. The husband is head of the wife. In the House of Commons, the Speaker is head of the House, and gives character to the House. He is not lord to the House  the sovereign would be that. 

    QuesIs it the work of God that makes you capable of entering into His purpose? 

    FERIn order to enter into His purpose you must have a certain preparation. All the work of God consists in the accomplishment of His purpose. The work of God in regard to Christ, in raising Him from the dead, was the beginning, and it is continued in us to bring us into association with Christ risen. That is where the truth of the body comes in. 

    QuesIs baptism brought in to shew us the end of the responsible man? 

    FERI think it is, buried with him in baptism. You have to come back to baptism  the burial of the flesh. The point is, you are risen with Him, and have come into the reality of baptism. 

    QuesIt is not individual in Colossians, is it? 

    FERIt is to bring us into what is collective or corporate. 

    QuesIs a man in Christ individual? 

    FERThat is individual. In Colossians it is Christ in you  not simply in one person. You cannot limit it to individuals  it brings in the corporate thought. 

    QuesIs Christ in you by the work of God in the souls of the christian company? 

    FERI think so. It is the pledge of glory  Christ being in us. 

    QuesAnd the hope which is laid up for you in heaven  what is that? 

    FERI do not know whether it refers to the inheritance or not. 

    RemI take it that it stands in contrast with what the Jews had on earth. The gentiles had no inheritance on the earth. What they had was laid up for them in heaven. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between raised and quickened with Christ? 

    FERIt is important to understand the force of Christ risen. Resurrection is not a mere fact, it is a divine beginning. It is the witness which God has given to the whole world, but it is also the beginning of Gods purpose.... Christ is the beginning, the First-born from the dead, the starting-point of Gods purpose. Everything comes to a close in death down here, and the starting-point of Gods purpose is the resurrection of Christ. 

    RemSo what is actually true of Him becomes spiritually true of you. 

    FERExactly.... It is as Head of all principality and power that He is Head of the church. 

    RemYou get it in figure in Adam. 

    FERYes. God set him over all the works of His hands, and then made him head to the woman. The practical point of that is that the church comes into the inheritance because He is the Head. It is the accomplishment of Psalm 8 with the additional thought that He is Head of the church, to bring the body into the inheritance. The body and the Head involve the truth of the bride, and the great point in connection with the bride is that she shares the inheritance of the Bridegroom. The bride is left here as espoused ... as a chaste virgin to Christ, to have no interests of her own, but to be identified with Christs interests, and then she shares the inheritance. This inheritance is brought out in Ephesians 1  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance. 

    QuesWhat do you understand by principality and power? 

    FEREverything is put under Christ. I do not suppose principalities and powers will be entirely abolished, but all come under Christ in the millennium. God will allow the kingdoms of this world to abide, but all are to be subject to Christ. Kings shall fall down before him. Christ comes, and everything is put under Him, and takes its character from Him. There will be thrones and dominions, but all will be subject to Him. 

    QuesDo you exclude the idea of deriving from the Head, in speaking of Christ as Head of the assembly? 

    FERNo. The assembly derives from Christ, as the wife gets her character from the husband. 

    QuesWhat is not holding the Head? 

    FERNot deriving from Christ. 

    QuesWhat is the leading difference between Colossians and Ephesians? 

    FERYou get the body in Colossians, but in Ephesians the great thought is the glory of God in the church. In Colossians it is association with Christ  a worshipping company in association with the Head, while Ephesians rises to the glory of God in the church throughout all ages. Colossians is on the line of going in, while Ephesians is on the line of coming out. The former gives us the ground of divine purpose, and there is the apprehension of Christ as the beginning, the First-born from among the dead, and by the work of God we are brought into association with Him. The Spirit of God hides Himself, as it were, behind His work. It is of importance to distinguish between epistles on moral ground and those of divine purpose. In the latter you get the work of God  while there is not much of this in epistles such as Romans and Corinthians. In Colossians, the work of God gives effect to His purpose. 

    RemThere is strong similarity between Colossians and Ephesians. 

    FERBecause they are on the ground of divine purpose. You must go in before you can come out  i.e., you must have the body going in to appreciate what is inside before you can have the vessel of God coming out having the glory of God. 

    QuesIs the thought of crossing Jordan in Ephesians? 

    FERNo, because Ephesians is limited almost exclusively to the work of God. The saints are looked at as being in, so that eventually they may come out. 

    QuesWhat is meant by going in? 

    FERTo accept a place with God, according to what God has given you. A man cannot go in to God unless he is called. Even Christ was called to be High Priest. Man cannot go in to God except as God chooses. 

    RemThat calling reaches every christian, or is supposed to. 

    FERYes, and the pleasure of God is to work it in you. 

    QuesWhat is the importance of saying, That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith? Ephesians 3: 17. 

    FERBecause it is the greatest thing come to pass down here. It indicates to me that I have to surrender every interest attached to man here, so that I may have all the range of interests attached to Christ. Faith is the apprehension of the mind of God. You are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God. Putting off the old and putting on the new is a question of spiritual power. 

    QuesWhat does that involve? 

    FERThat in practice and ways you glorify God. 

    Ques. How do we reach it? 

    FERYou are risen with Christ. It is there for everyone. It is Gods mind, and therefore, as far as I apprehend it, it is all ready for anyone if they are ready to take it up. It was just as much Gods purpose to bring Israel through Jordan as through the Red Sea. 

    It is Gods pleasure that you should have Christ dwelling in your heart by faith. Then you come out after the character of God, because you have gone in. 

    QuesIs every one that is risen with Christ quickened? 

    FERYes, you must be capable by the work of God. No one can take up that kind of position except as they are capable. When the Lord comes, we shall be quickened then, we shall be capable then, but we are capable even now by spiritual affection, so that there is such a thing as association with Christ in spiritual affection at the present time. 

    RemIt is the true status of the assembly. 

    FERYes, I think so. It comes out in John 20. Go to my brethren, etc. 

    QuesIs the purpose of God true of every believer? 

    FERIt is all for them; it is His pleasure, but they will not enter into it except in view of His work in them. But the point is that we hinder it. It is like hustling along an unwilling man; he catches at this and that to hinder his being carried along. So we catch at things around us and hinder our progress and prevent the Spirit of God getting us along. 

    QuesWhat did you mean by capable just now? 

    FERWell, you are capable as a father, capable as a husband, or in any other relationship. You have affection suitable to your relationships. Spiritual affections are the result of Gods work in you, the evidence of the quickening power of God. You cannot understand association with Christ unless there are affections akin to Christ. We ought to have intelligence, too, because we are risen with Him by faith. I think a person with affection is an intelligent person; the real way to intelligence is through affection. 

    RemYou are conducted to Isaac. 

    FERYes. 

    QuesCould there be the apprehension of the presence of Christ in the midst of His people apart from association with Him? 

    FERThere may be the faith of His presence, but not very much of the consciousness of it. This is through affection. People may come together in the faith of His presence, but the consciousness of it is another thing. 

    RemThat is where capability comes in. 

    FERYes. The great difficulty is that people are so unwilling to be carried on. God is willing to carry you on. 

    RemWilt thou go with this man? 

    FERYes, that is the thing. 

    QuesAre there differences in the apprehension of Christ in the midst? 

    FERThere is very little idea of Christ in the midst of the assembly. 

    QuesWould it not be necessary to be in the apprehension of being risen with Christ in order to apprehend His presence? 

    FERYou cannot bring Christ this side. If you are to enter at all into the thought of the assembly, you must know Christ as on the other side of death  you must go to Him. 

    QuesIs not that the thought of John 20, where He says, as it were, I cannot come with you, you must come to me? 

    FERExactly. He does not meet us here, He comes to us on Gods platform, and that is why you get the thought of being risen with him in this chapter. He may come to a person sympathetically, when under pressure, but I will come to you (John 14) I connect with the assembly. I can understand that where it says I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me, the Lord comes to me sympathetically, but in His coming to the company, it is to sing praise there. You find the church in John as to its character. Many miss the moral idea because they are looking for the term, and do not find it. 

    QuesWhich is greater, Colossians or Ephesians, going in or coming out? 

    FERWell, I think the glory of God set forth in the church. It is wonderful to come out to set forth His glory. 

    RemWe cannot be coming out without first going in. 

    FERNo. It is all according to His glory, or you could not have the glory of God. All is the work of God  the flesh is excluded. You come out in the new man, and your walk is consistent with that. The new man is what is after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. If I have been in to God as a worshipper, I do not want to falsify the character of God  I want to come out in the character of God. 

    QuesDo you get the coming out in Ephesians 5  Be ye therefore imitators of God? 

    FERYes  that is coming out. 

    RemIf that were so, then a man in business would make the assembly his chief interest. The interests of Christ in the church would be above those of his family or business. Young christians can make the assembly their first interest. It is an immense thought for us that, even if we are only a few and in weakness, we can gather together, and can make the assembly our chief interest. 

    RemBusiness seems to be slavery. 

    FERYou have to take up things for an honest living, but the thing is you are not to be wholly taken up with them. People so often go beyond  they are not content with food and raiment, and so they entangle themselves in bonds from which it is very difficult to get free. 

    RemIt is a great relief to be able to turn away, after your business is over, to what you love  to Christ and the assembly. It is a great thing to stick to the meetings of the assembly, and so keep in touch with the things of Christ. It is the greatest refreshment. 

    FERThe assembly is where we ought to find rest. There is no business coming in there  it is the true rest in association with Christ. 

  
    CHRISTIAN GROUND (FER 14)

    Colossians 2: 1 - 23

    What I desire to say a little about tonight is christian ground. It is a very important thing; it means the ground on which we are viewed by God here, and the only ground on which God could view us. 

    On previous evenings I have spoken of resurrection, and how our souls are in connection with the God of resurrection; no one knows the meaning of the death of Christ if he does not know resurrection. The real test of faith is the power of God in resurrection, so in scripture the greatest stress is laid on resurrection. See 1 Corinthians 15. The resurrection is the intervention of Gods power, it is the real test of faith. The point is, whether we apprehend that the power of God has come in in raising Christ from the dead. It has been the principle of Gods ways from Abrahams time. The God of glory called Abraham out, he was acquainted with the God of resurrection, and he is the father of us all; the whole family of faith are linked with Abraham by One who calls those things which be not as though they were. Everything originates with the God of glory; that means the power to recover, and that is in resurrection. If God raises again from the dead, He will set aside death and the effects of sin in this world. There may be death in the millennium but it will not be dominant. All depends on the great truth that God has raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. We find strength in faith as we lay hold of the strength of God in resurrection, that is where the strength of His power lies. Abraham laid hold of it, and also of acceptance. 

    I would speak of christian ground tonight. I will say heavenly ground, because christian ground is heavenly ground; heavenly ground belongs to the earth, you will not find it in Ephesians. It is the ground on which christians are on earth. In Ephesians you are united to Christ in heaven and you are in heavenly places, that is the result of the power of God. But in Colossians we get heavenly ground, that is the ground on which christians are on earth. Circumcised with the circumcision made without hands and dead with Christ, is the ground which every baptised christian is really on before God. It is very important that we should rightly apprehend the ground on which God regards us. We have to face the great fact that His Son has been rejected here. God was for hundreds of years seeking fruit from man; He sent His Son, and they slew Him. It was impossible for God to go on longer on that line. Where the guilt of man culminated, God was glorified, and now He is seeking the glory of His Son and He is calling out those who are to be companions of His Son. Now that must be on the principle of resurrection; we must be raised or quickened. He is bringing many sons to glory, we are called to be companions of His Son in glory; that is sonship in scripture, and we shall be conformed to His image. We have not reached it yet, but now God is calling out a company to the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, that is the great basis. That is the ground we are on now; we are on earth, but we are on heavenly ground. God could not have to say to us on any other ground. Christ has been rejected in this world and has died out of it. How then could God have to say to me as alive in this world? It could not possibly be. We do not lay it to heart enough that we are left here in the scene where Christ died. The position which I occupy before God is that I have put off the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ and I am risen with Him through faith of the operation of God who hath raised Him from the dead; that is christian ground. 

    Look at chapter 1: 21 - 23. You ... now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death  (through the rent veil  the body of His flesh)  to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight. That is what we are before God. We are reconciled for this. I am in the consciousness that through the death of Christ I can be before God like this. I can approach with a true heart in full assurance. I referred to this passage to shew what reconciliation means in our case; we are not only reconciled, but we are reconciled in order to be presented holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight. You must keep the two things together. You are reconciled to be suitable to God. How could you talk of entering the holiest if you were not suitable to the holiest? The death of Christ was to make you suitable. You are made meet to have to do with the very holiest things. We joy in God; what could be holier than the secrets and thoughts of God? That is our privilege, but suitability is that I am reconciled in order to be presented holy, unblameable, unreproveable, before Him. 

    Another thought in regard to the christian is that we are called to the fellowship of His Son  to be companions of Christ. He says, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee, that is on earth; it continues to the glory, but it is on earth. It is quoted from Psalm 22. He speaks of what He will do to the great congregation, but He first declares His name to His brethren. It is here, in the midst of the church He will sing praise. That was verified in John 20. He takes His place in the midst of the assembly, but He is on resurrection ground. How could we be His companions unless we were on resurrection ground too? When we are brought together in the assembly we are on resurrection ground; we could not be companions with Him otherwise. We have done there with the things of the wilderness here; we often carry a lot in, but we do not know what it is to be His companions in the assembly if we do. We are risen together with Him through faith of the operation of God, who hath raised Him from the dead. Before you can realise it you must recognise that it is the ground on which you are before God. It is christian ground, it is heavenly ground; every christian is on that ground before God, whether he apprehends it or not. People have lost the idea of true christian ground, which is that we are dead, buried, and risen with Christ. The activity of God at the present moment is on the ground of the resurrection. God is calling out a people to be companions of His Son in glory. On that ground Christ takes His place in the assembly. Though not yet in heaven we are on heavenly ground. We are on the ground of the true circumcision. As many of you as have been baptised into Christ, have put on Christ. 

    In verse 9 we read, in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Christs body has become the temple of Deity; all the completeness of the Godhead dwells in Him. There is no divine attribute that does not belong to Him, and yet it is bodily  as a Man, that the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him. That could not be said of the Father or of the Holy Spirit. There is a human as well as a divine side in Christ. He altered His form, but He could not alter His Person. And then it says, ye are complete in him, that is, in Him as the exalted Man. It is from Him that I derive wisdom and intelligence and everything. If you want wisdom and intelligence how do you get it? In acquaintance with Christ. 

    Now we come to the other side. (Verse 12.) Buried with him in baptism. That is connected with His cutting off. Verse 11 refers to chapter 1: 22. Reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, in the language of circumcision, is cutting off. In the Old Testament it was a type; here we have the circumcision of Christ, which is the real thing. That is not a spiritual experience, it involves a spiritual experience, but it is not a spiritual experience, it is the ground we have taken. The flesh has been cut off in the death of Christ, and the flesh must not rule, that is the ground I take. Putting off of the body of the flesh is that it is a settled thing with me that flesh must not rule. The profession of a christian is this: I have put off the flesh by the death of Christ, I own that I have adopted the circumcision of Christ. Flesh does rule in this world, and if I want to get on here I must let flesh rule; but the profession of a christian is this, that in consequence of flesh having been cut off in the death of Christ it must now no longer rule. That is an end to your prospects in this world, but God will take care of you. You may have to go to the wall; I have had to go to the wall, but it is not such a bad place after all, for you are under the care of God. If the flesh does not rule you must suffer in this world. We have been buried with Christ. Baptism is that man is out of sight, that is what baptism means. Buried out of sight is the only safe place in this world. It is a dangerous thing for a christian to be conspicuous here. The Lords path was one of activity and obscurity, and that is the path for us here. When people lose the sense of Gods approval they seek mans approval; man, as man, cannot exist without it; but when a christian seeks it it opens the door for the flesh to come in. You will have to adopt fleshly methods if you accept approval here. It is not a question of christian experience, but of christian ground  flesh must no longer rule because it came to an end in the death of Christ. Buried with him ... raised with him, you are a companion of Christ, you are on common ground with Him, you are not looking for prospects in this world, but you are risen with Christ, and your place on earth is in the assembly. You are fit for the assembly. 

    If you were not a companion of Christ you could not be fit for the assembly. The assembly is on earth, not in heaven, but it belongs to heaven. The things spoken of in Hebrews are heavenly things on earth. Their proper place is heaven, and the consummation is heaven, but it is while we are on the earth that we have them. Christ comes and takes His place in the assembly on earth, and He says, In the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. A christian by his profession recognises that he is a companion of Christ, on common ground with Him. In having to do with the holiest he is a companion of Christ, as Aarons sons were associated with him. Your privilege is the basis of your responsibility, your responsibility flows from your privilege; you cannot have privilege without responsibility. I have the privilege of having put off the body of the flesh, and I am a companion of Christ, suitable to be in the assembly; my responsibility flows from this. If flesh is no longer to rule, I am no longer alive in the world. The apostle challenges them on that ground. If you have put off the rule of the flesh, something else must rule, you cannot rule yourself. The Spirit must rule, and you have the Spirit; and I will tell you another thing, the Spirit will give you understanding. Christians do not covet understanding enough. They are too easily dogmatised. The apostle warns them about dogmatising. If a person comes and says, I must believe this or that in the letter, that is dogmatising. When God dealt with Israel He laid down dogmas for them. They were to obey and to wait to understand. He does not deal with christians like that. He gives me the Spirit of truth, in order that I may understand things. The first consequence of having put off the body of the flesh is that the Spirit rules, and He gives me entrance into the knowledge of God, and intelligence to enter into the mystery of God, where are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Chapter 2: 1, 2.) What a field is laid open to us! How much have your hearts been exercised to get an entrance into the knowledge of the mystery of God? We are so occupied with the things of time, we do not give the Spirit room to lead us into the mystery of God. 

    Then in chapter 3: 1 there is another thing, we get there the new centre of christianity, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. There is the great centre; Christ is enthroned. Christ is sitting in the place of supreme honour. What is to flow out of that? All Gods ways start from there. When He moves from that place it is that all Gods will may be accomplished; we have only to await that movement. It is in that way that the heart of the christian is taken out of the world. We have to remember that our treasure is there. The essence of our blessing is that we are associated with Christ in glory. You must be content to be obscure now, your life is hid with Christ in God, it is not yet manifested, it is only known to faith. Then we shall come out in publicity, now we are to be hid. 

    The world is a false system which God will not go on with. It is not changed, and never will be changed until Christ comes, but the change takes place in us now. We have put off the rule of the flesh that qualified us for living in this world, and we have come into the assembly as Christs companions. The great centre of our interests is where Christ is sitting. What if He moves? Our bodies will be fashioned like unto His. It is a great thing to get your thoughts to the right hand of God where Christ is. I believe that we have to go back and learn what is the first principle of the gospel. The whole basis of Gods dealings with man now is that He has made a marriage for His Son, God has made a festivity for His Son, and the first provision for the honour of His Son is that He should have companions in glory. He calls us to be His companions in glory, and in the meantime we are called to be His companions in the assembly now. That is the ground we are on, whether we realise it or not, it is the only ground on which we could be before God. We are associated in the assembly with Gods Son, we are united to Him in glory, which I have not touched on tonight. I know little of it. 

    May God give us to see clearly that flesh must not rule. It is a subtle thing, and it suits us for this world. We are risen with Christ and we are companions with Christ in the assembly, that is where we are on earth, beloved friends. 

  
    THE SAINTS HERE FOR GODS PLEASURE (FER 14)

    Colossians 2: 13; Colossians 3: 17

    We get a great result reached in this chapter (2), the practice in which the saints are to be down here, under the eye of God, that which is entirely for His pleasure. It was the case when Christ was here personally, Gods eye rested on one spot with the greatest, most infinite satisfaction and pleasure, at every moment of His pathway, and in everything He did there was infinite satisfaction to His Father. The Lord Jesus could say, The Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. The earth was adorned when God made Paradise, but how much more when He was here on whom the eye of God could rest with unmingled satisfaction; the earth was adorned in the eye of God with the presence of Christ. In chapter 3 the thought is continued, that is, the new man here still under the eye of God. It affords unalloyed satisfaction to God. I connect it in my own mind with John 17, only that that takes the other side of it. (See verse 21.) That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. That refers to the present, because the object and point of it is that the world might see; what the world was to see was the unity of the saints. The source and spring of that unity they could not understand. This comes out in Colossians, Christ is all and in all. They are looked at as one in Christ. That is the supposition; what the exhortation leads to, is that the saints are walking here in relation to one another in the grace of Christ, and that as one whole. Under the eye of God they present the beauty and the fragrance of Christ. The world does not appreciate the fragrance, the fragrance is for God, but the unity which is the result is for the world to see. In John 17 it results in testimony to the world  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. One in us (that is, in the divine nature) that the world may see, that is, that the testimony may be to the world. See how much is lost in testimony to the world through the brokenness of the saints, because they are not walking together in the grace of Christ, and the unity of the divine nature, and yielding fragrance to God. There is so little testimony to the world. But God in the long run is not going to be thwarted, and the world will see the testimony, because it is to be perfected in the glory. But it is very poor now, and it is not mended by evangelical alliances. The way to be right is to go back to first principles. 

    What we have to look to first is the fragrance for God; that is the end to begin at. People think so much about presenting a good front to the world, but that is the wrong end to begin at. The point is to be acceptable to God. See what the saints are before God. Elect of God, holy and beloved  that is what Christ Himself was, and it is what they are before God, and they are all to be marked by the grace of Christ. If you read down you see what they are to put on. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; that is, that they might be fragrant to God by the beauty of Christ being expressed by them to one another, and the result would be testimony, for the unity would be expressed in their ways. I have no confidence in anything that man can do to effect unity. I do not believe in the character of anything except what God does; God only can work, and I am more and more convinced of this, that no effort of man can bring in divine unity. 

    I want to shew what the teaching leads up to. Doctrine is to result in practice. Chapters 1 and 2 present doctrine. In chapter 3 we come to practice. I want first to speak about the doctrine and the positive work of God in the saints  the practical bearing of it. Here it passes on to practice. It becomes first practical and then practice. The apprehension of the christian standing and the work of God in us becomes practical to us, and then it results in practice. Every true christian is dead and risen with Christ. We all have to learn this. Once I thought I was a better man for this world, and safe for the next world, and I suppose a large proportion of christians have that idea of christianity. But christianity and the true power of it connects itself with being dead and risen with Christ. It is not a question of attainment, but it has to be realised. I have done with the world, and I am risen with Christ. If dead to the world I am dead morally, religiously and intellectually. That is putting off of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ  I am accepted with God. I am risen, associated with Christ, and in touch with heaven. That is not attainment, but I should insist as much as any one that it is a matter of realisation. If we are risen with Christ, it has to be realised, I do not weaken that, but it is true of us as before God. The truth of God is the truth of God and the standing of the christian is the standing of the christian whether realised or not. Considering what the world is, it is not possible that God could have to say to us at all on any other ground save as dead and risen. It is as risen with Christ that God has to say to us. He has shewn us that the present line of His actings is on resurrection ground, so it says, Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

    In Romans 4 we are justified on that ground, on the ground of faith in resurrection. It says, But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead. God has shewn His acceptance of Christ by raising Him from the dead. In the eye of God who raised Christ from the dead we are accounted righteous. That is the doctrine of Romans 4. Here (Colossians) we get the further truth  that we are risen together with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised Him from the dead. (Chapter 2: 12.) Every christian believes in God who raised Jesus from the dead. Resurrection is the real test of faith, we get no certainty until we believe in the resurrection; the work of Christ would be of no value to us without His resurrection. That we get in 1 Corinthians 15. The penalty of death could not be gone if Christ had not been raised. In Romans 4 and 5 there is no penalty on the believer, but here (Colossians 3) we get more, something further  (1) Our persons are accepted. (2) In the eye of God you are in association with Christ, and (3) you are in touch with heaven. These three things convey the idea of being risen together with Christ. Just as Christ was raised from the dead and God has accepted Him, so we are risen with Him and accepted in the Beloved. The more we see that we are risen with Christ the more our eyes are heavenward; the eye of the believer is that way, just waiting to go in. Our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. We are looking heavenward. Our eyes are in that direction whither the Forerunner is for us entered. We are in touch with heaven; in the eye of God we are in association with the One who is in heaven. 

    Now I want to speak a little of the work of God in us  the positive work of God in the believer. See verses 13, 14, 15. There is an expression used here which takes us back to Abraham (Abraham is the father of us all). It is quickened. In Romans 4: 17 it is said of Abraham that he believed in God who quickeneth the dead, in the God who makes alive the dead. Here we have the work of God in the believer  a positive work of God which makes him fit for heaven. That is the force of the expression, quickened together with him. When Christ was raised from the dead He was the same Person, but He was raised in a condition suited to the place He was about to take; He was no less Man, but He was no longer in the condition of flesh and blood. He was the expression in resurrection of the exceeding greatness of Gods power, so that as Man He could be raised far above all principality and power. It was not a condition of flesh and blood. His position when here after the flesh was unique, nothing like it, but in resurrection He was the expression of the mighty power of God who raised Him from the dead, suited to the place He was about to take far above all principality and power. Now what we read here is, You ... hath he quickened together with him, that is, we are made alive as to the state of our souls. That is the condition of the believer as to his soul, though he has not done with responsible life here, but as to his soul he is quickened, by the same power which raised Christ from the dead; he is made fit to live in a totally new order in association with Christ where He now is. The man who is quickened is no longer in the old order. We are quickened by the power of God to live after an entirely new order as risen with Christ, and in association with Him in heaven. The body is not yet quickened. We await that. What is the practical result? That I can live in the utmost familiarity and intimacy with God Himself. That was not the case with Adam in paradise. The result of quickening in the believer is that it sets him in touch not only with heaven, but with all that is in heaven, it fits him to live with God in the closest intimacy and communion. It does not come out fully yet, for we have to go on with the old order for a moment. We have still to do with the flesh. I have often compared it to a dissolving view, the old has not passed away completely, but the new has come in. The quickening power of God places and fits us for suitability to live in the closest relationship with God in heaven. It is a tremendous thing, we have not much sense of it, but how wonderful that we can dare to be intimate with God! What a wonderful thing for the christian to find that he has the power to be intimate with God! 

    I was connecting this last week with the assembly. I believe this qualifies us for the assembly; we can take our places in the assembly; what He invites us to is, to be in association with Himself. Do you think He would keep us at a distance from Himself? No, we are fit to be His companions. He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren. I am in the closest companionship to Christ. He has made me to live, to answer to His own blessed nature. The nearer I am and the more I use it, the more it is increased to me, I cannot trade too much on it; we do not get enough of it here; we shall in heaven. Holy and without blame before him in love is the result of the quickening power of God. Do you think that we need fear losing reverence because we have to say to God in such close intimacy? What tries me is the thought how much comes in to obstruct my enjoyment of the blessed privilege which I have of nearness to God as the result of His quickening power. 

    I just add a word as to what comes after, (verse 14.) Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross. Three barriers are taken out of the way; (1) trespasses, (2) ordinances, (3) principalities, that is, the power of death, what was really in Satans hand. All this is taken out of the way, so that the ground should be perfectly clear. God has taken them all out of the way. They are all gone. First, trespasses, that question cannot come in. Secondly, ordinances, that cannot come in; and more than that, principalities and powers are spoiled. Christ by His death has taken the power of death out of the hand of Satan, so that the ground should be clear between God and those whom God has quickened. 

    Now I come to what is practical, verse 20, Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances. This passage is very important. The apostle will not allow them to look at themselves as alive in the world at all. Putting off the body of the flesh is a strong statement. It is what a man does actually when he dies. Buried with Him in baptism. The man who is that, is no longer controlled by the flesh, that is certain. That is the ground the christian takes. He is circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, he is no longer entitled to act in the flesh because he has put off the body of the flesh, and is no longer under the control of it. As I said before, the christian is viewed as dead to the world in three ways, morally, intellectually and religiously. Look at what the world is morally; The lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, that is not of the Father but is of the world. That will not do for me. Intellectually! It does not attract me in any way. Philosophy begins at the wrong end. It begins from man to God, that is beginning at the wrong end. We begin with God and work downwards. Religiously! that is dogmatism, in which there is nothing moral or spiritual. There is a great deal of worship (so-called) in the present day which is dogmatical. People do not understand what they are doing. The apostle will not allow that. He says, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances? 

    We need not go far to find people who are fond of that sort of thing, keeping feasts and fasts, &c. The apostle will not allow it for a moment. Why? Because there is nothing spiritual in it, and we are in the place of closest intimacy with Christ; we cannot be in touch with the world in any way, either morally, intellectually or religiously. I accept the place of dead to the world. The more we have to do with God in our souls, the more we can understand the truth of our position, and the more we shall understand why God could have nothing to say to us viewed in any way, save as dead to the world. It could not be otherwise. God knows what the world is, and He cannot own it in any sense; and the character and line of His actings is that He has taken us out of it. He has done with the world. 

    Now the other side is, chapter 3, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Now there are two things I want to draw your attention to without which I do not think you can understand what the things above are. We have to take into account two facts, (1) redemption has been accomplished, and (2) Christ is glorified. If we apprehend the significance of these two facts we shall begin to understand the things above. Redemption accomplished is the basis for the accomplishment of all Gods purposes. Everything which God is establishing as the fruit of His counsels is on the ground of redemption, and Christ is exalted so that those purposes and counsels can be displayed. In Christ all is established. The heavenly Jerusalem is one of the things above. In Christ raised and exalted we get the foundation of the heavenly city. What is it? A company where God dwells without a temple. In Hebrews 12 we find it is what is spoken to us from heaven. In Christ risen and exalted there is the foundation of the city  Gods fixed dwelling-place where He can dwell without a temple. That is the new Jerusalem. How could that come to pass? Because redemption is accomplished and Christ is exalted. 

    Then there is another thought connected with things above. Christ is the first-born among many brethren. There is a company in heaven who by the grace of God are associated with Christ. The first-born is there, just as the foundation of the city is there, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence; or if we look at the truth of the body, Christ the Head is there and the body is united to Him. All the results of redemption are there; spirits of just men made perfect. Jesus the Mediator is there before the throne of God, and the blood of sprinkling is there too; the blood that speaketh better things than that of Abel. Everything is there in the Person of Jesus at the right hand of God for the administration here on earth of eternal redemption. All these things hang on two points  Christ exalted and redemption accomplished. In Christ is the foundation of all that God is going to lay in heaven. In His hands is the administration of all the counsels of God. He is exalted far above all heavens that He might fill all things. He took up every moral question on the cross, and He took up here every thread of responsibility and glorified God in it, and He is the One who is going to undo the entanglement of good and evil which the devil has brought in. Who could disentangle these things except Christ? Good and evil are mixed up in utter moral confusion. The work of Christ is to disentangle everything that has become confused. He will undo the works of the devil. He has settled every question at the cross, and He will perfectly accomplish His work. At the end the good and evil will be perfectly separated; each one gets to its own place; on one hand, the lake of fire, and on the other a wondrous scene, the new heavens and new earth where there is nothing but good. It is all settled, not in an arbitrary way, even the wicked will be convinced of the righteousness and justness of what is done. 

    Now I will just refer again to things above. The apostle says, have your mind on things that are above. If you read this in connection with Hebrews 12: 22, 23, you will see how the things above are before us. Ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect. All these are the things above, spoken of from Gods level in heaven. These are the things above which are established in Christ as fruit of redemption. 

    Now we come to practice. If we are to be here for His pleasure our minds must be kept occupied with the things in which Gods pleasure is expressed. God finds His pleasure in those things, the foundation of which is laid in the Person of Christ. We cannot be for His pleasure if we are not occupied in mind and spirit with things above, where Christ is sitting at His right hand. Christ there is the settlement and witness that all Gods ways find their resting place in Him. Are we there in mind and spirit? It is a question which tests most of us, and the result of it in practice will be that we shall come out in the reality of our profession  the putting off the old man and putting on the new. The old man will not do for us now. Then the apostle tells us what the character of the new man is  Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long suffering. Suppose the whole christian company were doing this! Suppose we all were occupied with the things above, the things which God speaks of from heaven! 

    See the eagerness with which the man of the world reads the news of the day in his paper. God has been pleased to speak from heaven of that which is connected with the world to come, all that He has accomplished, in redemption accomplished, and Christ exalted. If our minds and thoughts and affections were in those things, the result would be that we should all wish to act in relation to each other in the grace of Christ, we should want to walk in tender, Christ-like affection towards each other, so that there might be fragrance for God. Do you think there would be the biting and devouring one another if this were the case? People who do so are under law, they have not accepted death to the world, morally, intellectually and religiously. But if our minds are set on things above, the result in practice would be that there would be something fragrant for God, and likewise testimony to the world. There would be unity. The world might not be able to account for the unity, but they would see it. It has been compared to a clock, the works are not seen, but the hands point to the time, and any one may see that. That illustrates what I want to point out. Christian ground is dead and risen with Christ; but not only that, God has made it effectual in our souls. As to our souls, we are made to live before God after a new order, the order of Christ risen from the dead, so that we should be fitted to live with Him in the closest intimacy and nearness. God has removed every hindrance out of the way. He has forgiven us all trespasses, blotted out the handwriting of ordinances which was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross, and having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. It is a great thing to accept the place of being dead to the world. The link to it was broken in Christs death. I was once bound to it morally, intellectually and religiously. God has not put the world right yet; what He has done is, He has cut the link to it for us, and we are entitled to take the place of being dead to it. Under the eye of God I am no more alive in the world. But more  He says, as it were, I will not cast you on the negative, If ye then be risen ... seek those things which are above. Where do you seek them? Here on the earth. I want the furtherance of the heavenly city, and the furtherance of the assembly, and the furtherance of the redemption which Christ has accomplished. If you are risen with Christ, set your mind on these things. 

    Then we go on to the practice in keeping with it. We are true to our profession of having put off of the body of the flesh. Putting off the old man and putting on the new, we walk here as a christian company, ministering fragrance to God and bearing testimony to the world. We are here for a moment to be in Christs place before the world, as we are in His place before the Father. (See John 17). We have to begin at the right end, even that we have died to the world, have put off the old man and put on the new, and what we have to look for here is the promotion of the grace of Christ in ourselves and in one another. 

  
    THE BODY (FER 15)

    Colossians 2: 6 - 23; 1 John 4: 11 - 15

    I think all would consent to the thought that the church is left in the world in testimony. It is that which led me to read the passage in 1 John 4. The height of the testimony is the presentation of God. This is not in what people say, the witness is in what people are. The apostle, taking up a form of expression which is found in the gospel, No man hath seen God at any time, adds, If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. His love abides in us in testimony here. In the church there should be the expression of God. That came out in Christ, otherwise it could not come out now. The point is, that there should be the perpetuation of that which came out in Christ. 

    It is impossible to understand a great many things which are found in the epistles if you do not apprehend the purpose that the church should be a witness, not simply to Christ, but of God, morally. It goes on in the subsequent verses to say, And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. This is bearing witness in word, but, at the same time, the great witness is moral. The church is witness for God by the Spirit, in order that in it the nature of God may find its expression here. 

    Now, we come to the same thought in Colossians, from which all the body by joints and bands, having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. Like a body in a healthy state, it increases all over proportionately. There is an energy in it by which every part increases. What I bring under your attention is, the point for which the church is left here. I am going to work up to that, for I feel the great importance of our learning the special purpose of the church here. 

    I have been trying on previous occasions to shew how God has gathered up every thread of His ways in the church. The church is the first-fruits of redemption. There were dealings of God in the past, but now we have come to the end of the world: the consummation of the ages: God is accomplishing His purpose, and the first-fruits of this is the church. Christ has been brought in upon the scene. You do not get any light with regard to the church until He had ascended up on high. He has ascended far above all heavens that He might fill all things, and now we get the truth of the church, and see that every thread of divine dealings previous to Christ is gathered up in Him and in the church. 

    The more I meditate upon things the more I see that the real point of departure for God is Christ. Every dealing of God up to Christ was in anticipation of Christ. That was true from the beginning of the world. The very order of things at the outset, the position in which Adam was placed, the relation between Adam and Eve, and all the detail in the Old Testament was in anticipation of Christ, so that it is true in a moral point of view, though not historically, that Christ is the beginning. He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. He has not come in simply as a kind of remedy after previous failure. 

    But there is another thing which is almost of more importance, God has come out. Everything is fulfilled and centred in Christ. He is the centre and bond of the moral universe, but the moral universe subsists in the full light of God. The full light of God has shone out in Christ. God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. The reference here is evidently to what took place in the beginning of the creation. But that was not the true beginning, there was material light, but the true light is the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. That is moral light, and in it all Gods purposes are accomplished. 

    Now, the starting-point for us is in verse 6 of our chapter. As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. The apostle is speaking to gentiles, people who had been idolaters. The Colossians are taken up in that way, and the apostle is speaking of what had been true among them. I refer to that because there was a difference between the Jew and the gentile. The Jew had the oracles of God committed to him, while the gentile was left, in the main, without light; the gentile was left to philosophy, which was not light from God. All that it had to go upon were the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world. There were traditions preserved among men concerning creation and the flood and other things, and there were the rudiments of the world  the elements in which men had been educated in the world, whatever these might be. That is all philosophy had to go upon. There was no more to be had, simply because they had no revelation from God. They had the light of creation. This was a witness to God which ought to have had an effect upon men, but it was not revelation, therefore, as far as mans instruction was concerned, he was dependent upon the traditions of man, and if he went beyond that he must trade upon imagination. There could not be any light in philosophy, it was impossible that it could go beyond the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world. Philosophy may ignore revelation, but philosophical writers cannot now help being affected by a certain knowledge of christianity, though they themselves may not admit it. 

    When the apostle Paul wrote, men had been brought up in the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world. But man by wisdom knew not God. Philosophy never found God out. He never intended to be found out by it. If mans mind could find Him out, man would be as great as God. All that world came to an end morally. That is what God intended. The world by wisdom knew not God, and in the death of Christ it came to an end before God. Now is the judgment of this world, the Lord could say, and Now shall the prince of this world be cast out. The world came to an end in the death of Christ, and, consequent upon that, you get the real starting-point of God. 

    Christ now is all, and the first principle in that connection is, that God has come out. In Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead. God has disclosed Himself. In the very fact that He is revealed we have a point of the greatest moment. Apart from what God is revealed to be, the very fact of His having revealed Himself becomes the touchstone of everything. In Christ dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. That word bodily brings the revelation of God in close touch with man. 

    When the Lord was here His body was the temple of God, and in that way the oracles of God were brought to man. The Lord said, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. It is difficult to understand how the revelation of God would have been available to man, or even possible, but in a man. But God has revealed Himself and the power of that revelation remains. No power in the universe can uproot christianity, because it is based on the revelation of God, and is maintained by the Spirit of God. 

    The truth of God came out in Christ, and that stumbles man to the present day. In Him we have the revelation of the Godhead: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Until He came no one had any real idea of it. The Lord speaks about His being one with the Father, and when the Jews heard it they accused Him of blasphemy; but there was the only-begotten, and all dwelt in Him. The Father was in Him and the Holy Spirit, and in that way the fulness of the Godhead was brought close to man. 

    It is in that connection that God has come out. We know what He is. We apprehend in Christ Gods attributes, righteousness, holiness, mercy, grace, all that He is has come out, and, at the same time, His love. What God is in nature was disclosed in Christ, so that He could say, He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. The revelation of God in a man is the first principle of the new order of things: of that universe of bliss of which Christ is the beginning and Head. This universe subsists in the light of the revelation. The present world does not. 

    Heathenism, idolatry and philosophy, all were here in the absence of the light of God. They throve in darkness, but now the light has come in. It is of profound moment that God has revealed Himself, but you need to go a little further, that is, to enter into that which God has revealed Himself to be. Had there not been the Trinity we could not have had redemption. The Father sent the Son, to be the Saviour of the world. There could be no living bread come down from heaven to give life to the world had there not been the Father and the Son. No seeking of man. Everything that came out in Christs ministry is dependent on the revelation of God. The revelation of God is essential in order that we may be able to enter into the ways of God in Christ. Those ways are dependent upon what God is. It would be irreverent to speak of God dying, yet the One who died was God, and God has come out in the only-begotten Son, and redemption has been accomplished. The Son of God has become Man that He might be to man the bread of life, give life to the world and take away the sin of the world. All that is dependent on the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Christ bodily, to make it available to man. 

    We come now to the universe of bliss: Gods world in contrast to the world that is; Christ is the Head of all principality and power. People plead strenuously for subjection to the powers that be, and I am not disposed to be insubject to them, but not for a moment am I going to be dazzled by their glory. No glory has any real place if it is without moral foundations. Such glory is shame rather than otherwise, and we are compelled as christians to form a judgment even of principalities and powers because Christ is the Head of them. They now have a standard in Christ, and have to be judged of by christians according to Christ. If they do not answer to Him they are not of much account. 

    In Psalm 45 we read, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. It is very important to apprehend that when the throne of God is established it has its foundation in perfect discrimination between good and evil. There is glory according to God. Jesus received upon the mount of transfiguration glory and honour when there came to Him such a voice from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son. The foundations are moral. In the ministry and pathway of the Lord Jesus upon earth there was the testimony to His fitness to occupy the throne. When here He found abundant lawlessness and very little righteousness, but He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness, and therefore He is anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows. 

    Christ was among the meek of the earth, and the meek are to inherit the earth. He rode into Jerusalem as Zions King, meek and sitting on an ass, and on a colt the foal of an ass. Meekness was characteristic of the King who was to occupy the throne of David, which is really the throne of God. Christ is now brought into view as the One in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and the Head of all principality and power. God has brought to light the system in which He will be glorified, and that system is subsisting at the present moment in Christ. Until Christ came every allusion to it was prophetic, but now it is brought into view because Christ is brought into view. The foundations are laid of that universe of bliss which has its beginning, centre and bond in Christ. We have to accept the order of things here until God interferes to put it aside, but at the same time we are compelled to form our judgment of principalities and powers by Christ because He has come in and is Head of them. 

    Of the order of things in that universe of which I speak the church is the first-fruits. I want now to shew the peculiar purpose which is intended to be served by the body. Every family in that order of things will serve its own particular appointment. The Old Testament saints will fill their part, as will also Israel, the nations, and every family; all in that order of things which is centred in the Sun of righteousness will fulfil its own appointed place. They are all named of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The point for us is, what place has the body? 

    First, I may ask, what is to form the mind of the christian? The mind of philosophers was formed by the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world, but the christian mind is by Christ. If you want intelligence according to God it comes from the apprehension of Christ. There are those who would like expansion of mind, but the point is to get it according to Christ, because then you get it according to truth. It will be intelligence characterised by goodness. I have known of men in the world of great intelligence both as to men and things, but their intelligence has been disfigured by cynicism. When you come to the intelligence which is according to Christ it is heavenly intelligence, and always replete with goodness. That is the great importance of what is according to Christ, and it is very different to philosophy. The result of philosophy is, that people believe nothing and have no confidence in anything. When you get intelligence according to Christ it forms you after Him. The formation of the mind is a very important point in regard of each of us. We are formed according to Him who is the Head of all principality and power. We are complete in Him. 

    The apostle is leading up to the thought of the body, and in order to come to an adequate idea of it he brings in the reality of our association with Christ. You cannot understand the body if you do not see that it hangs upon association with Christ. We get a great deal of the body in the New Testament. It seems to be a kind of understood expression, but we have to consider what it means. 

    Nothing can be plainer than that the body is consequent on the Spirit. The moment the baptism of the Spirit took place, of necessity, there was the body. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling. Men, under the baptism of the Spirit, could no longer remain isolated. By one Spirit are we all baptised into one body ... and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. Though the Spirit was not given through Paul  it came in connection with the twelve  yet the particular testimony which we have from Paul is the unfolding of all that depends upon the presence of the Spirit. We get thus the truth of the body. You could no longer have the idea of children of God scattered abroad, they were gathered together in one, and therefore you get the body. 

    In Colossians we do not get a word about the baptism of the Spirit, but we get the suitability of saints for association with Christ. That is the peculiar privilege of those who compose the body: they are called into association with Christ, and are rendered capable both in mind and affections. I understand circumcision, buried with him in baptism and risen with him to be a question of mind. The mind of the believer is in accord with the death and resurrection of Christ. All in the world to come is fulfilled on that ground, and if my mind is not in accord I cannot enter into the truth of the universe of bliss. It is impossible. The effect would be that I should connect christianity with the world that is. God has before Him a world which is based on resurrection, and that is the principle on which Israel will stand; and now my mind is to be in accord with Christ. I am buried with Him in baptism: I am dead to this world, but, as to the state of my mind, I am in accord with the resurrection of Christ. I have a little bit of apprehension of the operation of God by which He intends to establish the universe of bliss. 

    All is connected with Christ risen, and in the universe of bliss the principle which runs through everything is resurrection. That brings me to another point, that we are quickened with Him. If the mind is not in accord with Christ it would be vain to talk about being quickened with Him. How can two walk together except they are agreed? What is true in Christ is circumcision and resurrection. If they have come to pass in Him your mind must be in accord with them. It is not said that you are risen with Christ in any other sense, for we are here in flesh, and it can only be in the state of our mind that we are now risen with Him. The mind of the christian may be, and ought to be, in accord with the death and resurrection of Christ. It means this, that, by the death of Christ, I have passed out of one order of things, and I have entered on another of which He is the beginning and centre; I am risen with Him. 

    In being quickened with Him you are capable of association in point of affections. The Spirit had wrought effectually in the Colossians, and the well of water had sprung up to everlasting life. They were brought consciously and suitably into association with Christ. It is that to which we are called, and the work that God carries out in His people is to render them suitable to Christ, and competent in heart, Close to thy trusted side, in fellowship divine. That is where the drawing of the Father leads us. It is the privilege of every christian to be close to Him, and how can that be but in spiritual affections? 

    When the Lord was here, who was closest to Him? It was John. And why? Because he appreciated Christ. Peter loved Christ beyond all doubt, but he never was so close to Him as John, and if we are to be close to Him we must appreciate the affection of Christ and answer to it. Quickened in general applies to the body. We are not like Christ yet, and yet we are suitable for association with Him. God has quickened us with Him, and has removed everything that existed between Himself and us, so that there might be no obstacle to our nearness to Christ. 

    Now we get a word of warning. Let no man judge you in meat or in drink, We have come to the apprehension that the body is of Christ. If you look abroad in the world there is little of Christ there. The one thing for Christ here is the body, but it belongs to another order entirely. You cannot connect Christ with this order. He is the beginning and centre of another order altogether. The body is of Christ. It does not belong to this order of things. It belongs to Christ. It is of Him, and those who have their part in it are competent in apprehension, and by the work of God, but they have to hold the Head. He is Head of all principality and power. Head of the divine system. Every part of it will take its character from Christ. But then we have to be apart from the world, that is, in spirit. Your mind must be in accord with the death and resurrection of Christ, because you are not holding the Head if you are not clear of worldly associations. The Head is great enough to fill all things, He has ascended up far above all heavens to that end. He is the Sun of righteousness. 

    In the vision of Christ in the Apocalypse John saw his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. He is the Head of the system, and every part of it  the church, principalities, powers, Israel, the nations  will take character from Him. We have to hold the Head, but there is another point, and that is, we are in connection with the Head. From Him all the body fitly joined together, and having nourishment ministered, increases with the increase of God. We come to the great point which will be served hereafter in the holy Jerusalem; that is, that there might be an expression of God. The body is knit together in spiritual affections, and having nourishment ministered it increases. The natural body must have nourishment ministered, and the body of a child increases in every way proportionately. Christs body becomes larger and larger, and for the purpose that God may be expressed. Anything short of that is not the divine thought with regard to the body. If we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. It was the purpose of God in the church that there might be a continuation of what had been set forth in Christ He declared God. The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. Now it is No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. The body increases with the increase of God. 

    It is difficult to speak of these things in the present day because they must be looked at so abstractly. But what could be more important than that there should be here an adequate answer to Christ in heaven. You may talk of people about a Man in heaven, but that is contrary to all experience. They never heard of a man going upward except in a balloon. It might be asked, What witness have you that there is a Man in heaven? I reply, God is upon earth. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us. The church is the real witness to the Man in heaven, and that is what God intended. That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

    God never intended the gospel to be set forth in the world, and a testimony to be given to a Man in heaven, without adequate witness of that Man here upon earth. 

    Some might say, Is not the Spirit the witness? I quite admit it, but the Spirit never became incarnate, and if the Spirit is to be seen it must be in the practice, ways and affections of christians. In time past people were affected not only by miracles, but by what was expressed in the saints: in the body. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. That is the evidence of the body. It was formed by the baptism of the Spirit. The suitability of the body is, that the saints are risen with Christ and quickened with Him in order that they may be close to Him. The very thought of the body is Christ. Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? He is the first principle of it, and therefore we have to hold the Head. 

    I have the power of judging of principalities and powers, and intend to exercise that power by the grace of God. I do not care about the world system, nor its glory, because I am called into view of another system which subsists in the light of God, and where He is revealed, and which has its Head in the Sun of righteousness. I seek to hold the Head by the grace of God, and if we are all doing that we shall be held together. There will be the increasing with the increase of God. There will be growth, and the expression of God in us. If you want to be anything of a christian here upon earth you must give yourself up to it entirely. You must not allow any other consideration to come in conflict with it. Your one supreme interest must be in that which is of God: that which finds its centre and beginning in Christ. 

    May God be pleased to grant that we may be somewhat, in spirit and in mind, in the reality of these things, understanding that to which we are called. It is a great thing to hold the Head. A woman will hold her husband as sure as possible if there is affection for him, and so it is with Christ and us. He is absent from this scene, yet He  yea, even God  is to be reflected in the body here. 

    For the present time Christ is the test of the world, but He is coming in as its Saviour, and at the same time to establish morally an order which will take its character entirely from Himself. 

  
    READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (3) (FER 18)

    Colossians 2: 20 - 23; Colossians 3: 1 - 17

    FERThere are three things that the apostle warns them against in chapter 2, philosophy and vain deceit after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. Then Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days. Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. All these things must have some place in the present day. 

    JPIf there was nothing now that answered to these things it seems to me to leave this scripture without a very practical application to ourselves. 

    FERI think so. You know in the history of the world the same principles are true; for instance, you get Sadducee and Pharisee continually. 

    JPIn that sense there is nothing new under the sun. 

    FERThey appear under different names, but the same thing appears. It is not difficult to see the Sadducee and the Pharisee. So there are the philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world. There is that kind of thing abroad in the present day. Then there is the Jewish thing. Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath. They are a shadow of things to come. Then there is the third thing, that is an effort to pry into the unseen world. That is more seen in popery. 

    JPI suppose the first thing mentioned here is what might be known at the present time as rationalism. Is it not? 

    FERNo; I do not think so. Philosophy is a very distinct thing in itself. It is an effort to go back to find the foundations of society, politics, etc.; the conditions of man, the rudiments of the world. It is represented in the present day more by what they call political science. 

    CAI suppose that man is seeking to build up a system suitable to himself. 

    FERYes; and without God. 

    JSAWhat they call christian socialism is on that line. You have to make a social system to suit mans needs. 

    CAIs that the fruit of not holding the Head? 

    FERIt is the effort of mans mind to go back to the origin of things and to construct some conditions in society. There has always been a great deal of that abroad. It came out pretty much in the French Revolution. Philosophy was the cause of the French Revolution. It was an attempt to go back to the rudiments of the world; the traditions of men; going back to the rudiments of society, and in that way an attempt to build up a kind of social system. 

    JSAAnd the great evil of this is they leave out Christ and therefore it must be false. They are not after Christ. 

    FERIt could not be after Christ because it is after the rudiments of the world. You see when it began to act on the people it brought about revolution, then revolution brought in another thing, and that was the spirit of military despotism. That is how things work in the world. 

    JSAYou were referring yesterday afternoon to the state of things in Germany, the forces lying underneath. Is that the kind of thing? 

    FERThere is a dangerous element underneath. Theories are all very well so long as they are held as theories, but when you get a theory that suits the unrestrained part of the people, who have nothing particular to lose, and everything to gain in a general scramble, then those theories become mischievous. 

    CAI suppose, as you said yesterday, it really goes on to lawlessness. 

    FERIt is lawlessness. Of course the principle of it is that all begins from the bottom. They want to get back to the beginning of things, to man in the simplest condition, and to the elements and origin of society. 

    JPIs that the force of the word rudiments, the elements? 

    FERYes. The elements of society. The traditions of men. 

    ECEWhat is the force of the word spoil in verse 8? 

    FERIt is more corrupting. It is the effort in a way to connect that kind of thing with the teaching of Christ. 

    CAHas not christendom done that? 

    FERI daresay you might find it in christendom, but it is not what you see abroad so much. There is all that kind of thing springing up continually. 

    JSAI suppose the first of the three dangers is the purely human, and the next the form of religion, and the next the spiritual. 

    FERThe first appeals to the mind, the second appeals to the religious side, and the third appeals more to the imagination. You get the religious side of a man affected by judaism and that kind of thing, and then the imaginative side which is liable to be prying into things which a man has not seen. 

    JSAThe first danger appeals more to the mass, the second to the religious people. 

    FERI think it appeals to the mind. 

    CHKWould you say that what you get in verse 23 appeals to the religious people? 

    FERYes; that appeals to a sort of ascetical people. 

    GWHMonks, I suppose. 

    FERThere are plenty of people besides monks who are pretty much on that line. 

    CHKSpiritism has a semblance of worship. 

    FERThat is intruding into the unseen world. What is not visible to man he intrudes into. That is the world of spirits, the unseen world. That is where spiritism is. 

    There is plenty of that abroad, especially in popery. They have constituted angels mediators. Angels are made objects of reverence and worship and in that way constituted mediators. Rome has a great many mediators. 

    JHCSaints are also made mediators by Rome, are they not? 

    FERYes. 

    JSAAnd they make them saints after they have gone. 

    JAI was talking with Mr. A. last night about the principle of things unseen and Pauls being caught up to the third heaven. When he comes back he says, I say nothing about that. If he got a special insight for Gods particular purpose, it was outside of mans ordinary capacity, and he says it was a sealed book. 

    JHCDoes he not say it is impossible for a man to utter? 

    CAWould you say the Spirit of God introduces the thought of resurrection here as a contrast to this? 

    FERI think so. The Spirit of God takes up various things that affect men and warns against them. But they are things to which all men are susceptible. Different men are susceptible to different things. Some men are susceptible to what affects the mind. Another class of men is susceptible to what appeals to religious feelings. Another class is susceptible to what appeals to imagination. You get another class and what appeals to them is asceticism. All classes of people are not constituted alike, and what would in a kind of way appeal to one would not appeal to another. 

    CASo you think the apostle Paul writes this as a warning to the Colossians. 

    FERYes; and as a warning to us because of various elements to which we are exposed. He had conflict for those who had not seen his face in the flesh. 

    CAI suppose really these things are more prominent in the present day than they were then. 

    FERThey were all coming in. The Spirit of God foresaw them all, but they all appeal to men as living in the world. Philosophy and vain deceit contemplate man living in the world. The observance of days and months and times and seasons appeals to man as living in the world. It is very much abroad in the present day. There is the season of Lent, and Good Friday, and the festival of Christmas day, and they all appeal to man as living in the world. The same thing is true in regard to worshipping angels. It is all appealing to man as living in the world. So is asceticism. And in contrast to that the apostle brings in Christ and the ground of resurrection, where you are outside all these things. That is, things which affect man in the world have nothing to say to Christ, and those who are risen with Christ, because they belong to another order of things. 

    ECEI was thinking of the word spoil you. Because Christ has claimed them, and they are placed where they belong, and those who are walking in Christ are outside of the world. 

    GAMThe fact for the christian is that he is dead, or should be. If ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. 

    FERYou are never dead except you are risen. 

    GAMBut you are never risen till after you are dead. That must come first. 

    FERIn a sense it may, but you cannot realise you are dead till you are risen. When it comes to the application of it no man can realise he is dead till he is risen. 

    CAIs being risen a subjective thought? 

    FERI think it is a question of faith. Through the faith of the operation of God, who raised him from the dead. It means the understanding of the operation of God who raised Him from the dead. It is a state of mind. 

    GWHI suppose you get the most perfect answer to these three things in verse 8, the rudiments of the world, philosophy, and vain deceit, and the answer is the death and resurrection of Christ. Then in verse 16 the Jewish order of things, and the answer to that is  they are the shadow of things to come, and then in regard to the last, it is holding the Head, I suppose. 

    FERYes; but when men begin to ferret out things they work from the bottom, and attempt to show you how society has been constructed, and the very origin of society, etc. That is where men make a mistake when they attempt to construct philosophy. But the point in christianity is, that God does not begin from the bottom but from the top. Everything begins with the Head. Not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. All starts from the top. Man works from the bottom, but when God looks at things He looks at things morally, and then you have to begin at the top. In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete in him. In Him is all the fulness and ye are complete in Him. He is the Head of all principality and power. It is a very difficult thing to attempt to work out things when the only basis you have to go on is fallen man. Philosophers try to work out things, but all they have to work on is fallen man, and the elements of the world and traditions of men. The consequence is it is really as uncertain as ever it can be on account of their basis. 

    JHCI heard a brother say at one time that man is in a circle of his own, and it is impossible for him to get out of it of himself. He revolves in that circle and he cannot get out of it. 

    FERI think so. One thing is perfectly certain on the face of it, there is no light of God in him. It is the tradition of men and the rudiments of the world, and there is no light of God there, because it is the tradition of the world when the world is departed from God. 

    CAIt is all moral disorder. 

    FERYes; because it is founded on the traditions of the world and the rudiments of man departed from God. 

    CAWhen you come to the resurrection of Christ there is divine order. 

    FERBut the thing is to come to Christ Himself. In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, He is the Head of the divine system. In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. You have the complete revelation of God in Christ. That is the real starting-point of the divine system. God has come out in revelation, and the fulness of the Godhead dwells in a Man. God has come out in that way, Father, Son and Holy Spirit dwell there in Him bodily. That is in such a way as to bring God in contact with men. The Lord appeals to it continually. The works He did were the Fathers works. And so too, if I with the finger of God cast out devils. It was in Him all the fulness was pleased to dwell, and in that way God is brought into contact with man. That is the great fact and the starting-point now. 

    JHCI suppose that will always be the case, will it not? 

    FERI suppose so. Scripture gives us no thought that Christ will ever give up that condition. 

    CAThe Lord then is really the Person through whom God is going to bring about perfect order out of disorder? 

    FERQuite so. It is in him  Wisdom. Then it goes onto say, ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power. The christian does not want to know political science or philosophy in order to be intelligent, because he is complete in Christ  morally complete. 

    CAI suppose man does not take things up on moral ground. 

    FERNo. What must be the principle in a kind of way with men is, they have got certain things existing, the rudiments of the world and the traditions of men to work upon, and the thought with them is to construct the best thing they can, man being what he is. They would like to bring about the supremacy of reason over man. 

    PCRHow does the trouble come in by not holding the Head? 

    FERI think it is because such an one does not understand the revelation of God. That is the secret. In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The moment you apprehend this, that God has come out in such a way as to put Himself in contact with man, what follows on that is that everything must be ordered according to God. It is not a question of doing the best thing you can. 

    CAI suppose that the Lord displaces man. 

    FERYes; man is displaced. What displaces him is the revelation of God, because you must have a man that is according to God. Once you get God coming out and putting Himself in contact with man everything must be ordered according to God. 

    ECEWould you say that when they say they do not understand the revelation of God, they have already pronounced that verdict on themselves? One of them says that they have come to a point where there is a limit and beyond that there is the unknown. 

    FERI do not mind if they say, the unknown, but they say it is the unknowable. In a certain sense they are right as far as man is concerned, but the point is whether God can put Himself in contact with man. 

    ECEIt is a question of where they begin and the results. 

    FERYes. God is left out. 

    CAReally, man naturally, even ourselves, we could not have known anything about it apart from the revelation of God in Christ. 

    FERSo far as man is concerned God is unknown and unknowable, because man has departed from God. The world by wisdom knew not God. and it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. God has found a way to put Himself in contact with man, and so In him dwelleth all that fulness of the Godhead bodily. You get God in contact with man. 

    JPAt the same time it makes Christ the touchstone and test of everything, so that when he says here, for instance, that certain things are not after Christ, that ought to be the final condemnation of them for us, because a thing is either after Christ or not after Christ. 

    FERQuite so, and if a thing is not after Christ it is not after God. 

    JSAI remember Mr. Darby answered one of these agnostic gentlemen rather sharply. He said, I quite believe in your ignorance, but do not tell me there is nothing except what you know. 

    FERAnd the same about philosophy. But it is really true there is no such thing as philosophy, because if they leave God out it cannot be wisdom, and if they bring God in, it is religion. There is no such thing as philosophy in reality. 

    CAI suppose after all it is only the fruit of mans mind. 

    FERYes; leaving God out. Leaving out all kind of revelation. It is mans mind working in the dark. All that man has to go upon is summed up here; the tradition of man and the rudiments of the world. It is groping in the dark, because it is mans traditions and the elements of the world. 

    JSABut really there are two great questions that underlie all this: can we have a revelation of God, and secondly, have we got one? I suppose we could only have one through the incarnation. The grace of God must come down within the reach of men, and secondly, we believe that it has. 

    FERIf you take Scripture, the proof is that in Christ dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and God stands in that way in contact with man. 

    GWHBut above it all there is so much assumption on the part of men. 

    FERQuite so. We are not entirely unacquainted with it. 

    JPI suppose the safeguard against all these things mentioned in chapter 2 is the truth as to Christ, which is unfolded. 

    FERAnd the first principle as to Christ is that in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

    GWHI suppose the practical bearing of getting the light of all this is, you refuse everything that is contrary to Christ. 

    FERQuite so, but the great point is to get what is in Christ. You cannot refuse what is not in Christ if you have not what is in Christ. In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

    JSAAnd that is the complete revelation of what God is in relation to man. 

    FERYes. The Father has sent the Son, and the Holy Spirit comes forth in the name of the Son to maintain the revelation; and in that way God has come out and put Himself in contact with man, and God is known. 

    GWHAnd so it says, ye are complete in him. 

    FERYes. You have everything you need in Him. You lack nothing. The Head brings in the thought of wisdom. He is the wisdom of all principality and power. 

    GWHYou find your resource and supplies in Him. 

    FERQuite so. 

    CAYou say we have by faith what is in Christ. 

    FERYou have it by the Spirit more, I think. It is from that point of view I take it. You cannot have it without faith. Everything really, the revelation of God and the knowledge of Christ, must be in faith. But you want more than faith. You want the appropriation of things. Faith is the knowledge that certain things are there, but you want the appropriation of things by the Spirit Ye are complete in him which is the head of all principality and power. 

    GAMThat is, we get the good things by the Spirit. 

    FERI think so. Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. All knowledge in that way lies in the Spirit. The same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie. The Spirit is truth and no lie. 

    JHCWould you say that these statements are laid hold of by faith, ye be dead with Christ, and so on? 

    FERNo; I would not. I think it is that your mind is brought by the Spirit into accord with what has taken place in Christ. It is the state of mind brought about by the Spirit. I think the Spirit brings your mind into what has taken place in Christ. That is, He has died in fact, and I have died in mind. He has risen in fact, and I have risen in mind. 

    JSAOn the same line is Romans 6, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    FERI think it is a wonderful expression, in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And he is the head of all principality and power. 

    JHCIt seems to me there is wonderful grace in that statement that God is pleased to dwell in a body. 

    FERI think so. 

    GAPerhaps we have not a statement in the whole word that takes in so much as that. 

    FERExcept in the previous chapter, In him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. But now you get the statement in this chapter, In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him who is the Head of all principality and power. It is really what I was bringing out last night. That kind of deep but secret influence which holds us in relation to God. God is the centre and we are held in relation to God by a subtle influence which is in the Head. It is the Head that holds us in relation to God. We do not know exactly how we are held, but it is by the Head, so that we are no longer lawless, but we are held in relation to God by the influence of the Head. It is wisdom in that way. 

    JPThe two statements really give us two sides. That is, all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily, and then we are complete in Him. 

    FERYes. He is the Head of all principality and power. 

    JPThere is a foot-note in Mr. Darbys translation in connection with that. It is toward us. It is what God is. It is God putting Himself in contact with man. All the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily in Him, that is toward us, and then we as toward God are filled full in Him who is the Head of all principality and power. 

    GBMIs it not true that philosophy in attempting to improve man has been trying to present the ideal man and to get mind to work toward man? 

    FERBut see what it brought about; the French Revolution is an exhibition of it. Philosophy and atheism work together. They propounded theories which acted on uninstructed minds, and they set to work to bring in force. Philosophy intended the mind of man to be affected, but the uninstructed mind set to work to bring in forces, and overthrow all that existed, and when you get philosophy and atheism acting together on the masses you will get revolution. 

    GMBChristianity has over against that presented a Man in whom all divine fulness dwells. 

    FERThat is the point. It began with the revelation of God in a Man and God putting Himself in contact with man, and therefore the practical result of that is this, that men are affected by the light of God. That is another thing entirely. That will bring about a revolution, a revolution in the mind of man, but he will never be a revolutionist. 

    JSAHe is transformed by the renewing of his mind. 

    FERTo prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. But he wants to prove it in himself; not in other people. No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. God is declared and He came full of grace and truth, and men are affected by grace and truth. You get everything put into moral adjustment, and they never become revolutionary, because the great revolution is wrought in themselves. All they would attempt to do would be to affect others by the light of God; and the light of God has a very subduing effect. 

    ECEWould you say when the light of God comes in they recognise that they themselves are a part of the disorder? 

    FERQuite so. And then the grace of God teaches us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. It puts people on that line. 

    JSAAnd as regards others, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

    EWThere is no effort in that. It is flowing. In him seems very prominent in this epistle. 

    FERYes. Ye are complete in him which is the head of all principality and power. 

    EWThat would take us out of this order of things. 

    FERPrincipality and power is an expression that often occurs and is peculiar. It is very common in the epistle to the Ephesians. Now to principalities and authorities in the heavenlies. Then again, our conflict is not with flesh and blood, but with principalities and powers. So Christ spoiled principalities and powers, and He is the Head of all principality and power. I do not know what it means. The idea it conveys to my mind is that principalities and powers are the seat of the influences which affect men down here. Although principalities and powers belong to heaven and the unseen world, yet I judge they are the seat of the influences that affect man down here. 

    BCEI do think that where you said in your lecture, certain men accomplish great things, and are influenced by some unseen power, it is true. 

    FERI have no doubt about it. Take idolatry, I do not think it was mans invention. These influences are not found in this world or in man. 

    GWHSo unconsciously he is led on by a power superior to his own. 

    FERYes. 

    JSAWhen the gentiles sacrifice to idols they sacrifice to demons. A demon is behind it. 

    GBMYou would not deem it wise to go beyond that thought which you have expressed? 

    FERNo, I would not; but I think it is presented in that way in scripture, and so our conflict is with the rulers of the darkness of this world, the spiritual wickedness in the heavenly places. The seat of the influences which affect men down here, scripture seems to connect with heaven. The influences affect men down here, but the source appears to lie in the unseen world. 

    JHCDo you not think these unseen influences are very strong in these days? 

    FERI think men pry into them; spiritism does. 

    CADo you think the influences you have been speaking of will bring about antichrist? 

    FERI dare say so. Only antichrist comes to pass really consequent on principalities and powers being cast out of heaven. Then you get antichrist upon earth because the dragon is cast out of heaven and gives his power and authority to the beast. 

    CASo you do not get the antichrist set up till the evil is cast out of heaven. 

    FERNo; it does not take that manifest form, but the apostle says there are many antichrists already, whereby we know it is the last time. 

    JSAI suppose the effect of intrusion into these things and being connected with them is to bring people under the power of them. 

    FERQuite so. It acts on the imagination, which is never good. 

    GWHI suppose the effect of Christ triumphing over the principalities and powers was that man need not be controlled by them. 

    FERI think they become exposed. The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 

    GWHAnd the good came to light. 

    FERYes. Christ submitted to all evil done against Him and in that way everything became exposed in its true character. Now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

    GWHAnd then on the other hand He was the expression of divine goodness. 

    FERHe was the Head of all principality and power. Whatever influence could affect man, Christ is the Head of it. 

    CAAnd Christ will displace every other influence. 

    JSAI think there is a very interesting expression which occurs only twice in the New Testament. But this is your hour and the power (authority) of darkness. He went into it. And now for us it is, Who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. 

    GWHThat is under His moral sway, I suppose, instead of under the power of darkness. 

    FERQuite so; the moral sway of God. It is the Son of His love. 

    EWIt is only the natural mind that would seek to go into the unseen things, not the renewed mind. 

    FERNo; it is the mind of the natural man. 

    CAWould you say the believer is introduced into the divine circle? 

    FERThe great thing is to keep in mind the operation of God that raised Him from the dead  to see the meaning of the resurrection of Christ. God did not intend to improve this world, but to bring to pass a world on the footing of resurrection, out of the ruin of this world. That is the meaning of the resurrection of Christ. He is the Beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence, and that is the meaning of the operation of God who raised Him from the dead. 

    In the resurrection of Christ, God showed the footing on which He intended to place this world, so that death might have no authority in it. It really means victory over death. So you get the thought that, When this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. What will mark the world, put on the footing of resurrection, will be victory. That is what God brings about. God says to Sheol, I will be thy plagues ... I will be thy destruction. He dispossesses Sheol, that is, He does it in bringing to pass a world placed on the footing of resurrection. 

    Now the truth is, we already belong to that order. Christ is risen, and we are risen with Him, We are circumcised; that is, we are cut off in a kind of way from the flesh, and we are buried with Him in baptism, gone out of sight as far as this world is concerned; but the point is you are risen again with Christ and you belong to that order of things of which Christ is the Beginning and centre, and that is the order of things to which we belong as christians. 

    JSAAnd in the apprehension of that you can say, thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    FERExactly. It is a very great thing to know what order of things you belong to, and you are to be maintained in the sense of that by the Spirit. You do not belong to the order of things which is dominated by the power of sin and death. I belong to another order of things of which Christ is the beginning. 

    CAIf you are in the sense of belonging to that order of things you refuse everything else. 

    FERYou follow out the beginning of this chapter and the end of the last. If ye be dead with Christ ... If ye then be risen with Christ. 

    GWHWould you say a word on verse 19, And not holding the Head, etc. 

    FERI think when you come to the Head, the Head is a very wide expression, because the Head means really the controlling principle in the whole universe. That is what I understand by the Head. That is the universe of God, but it is only the body that gets the gain of that now. From which all the body, etc. It is not exactly from the Head to the body, it is the Head in a general sense. 

    EWWhen you speak of the Head do you mean the Head of all things? You say the body only gets the good of it now. 

    FERYes. 

    JHCIt is because it is only the body that recognises the Head. 

    FERYes. He is Head over all things, and that will be made manifest in due time, but the body only gets the gain of that now. That is evident. 

    JHCTake those other circles of which you were speaking, Israel for instance; they did not recognise it. 

    CAAll will recognise it in the ages to come. 

    FERYes. Every circle will be centred in Him and every circle will be affected by wisdom. The only circle now is the church. 

    GWHAnd so it is only the body that by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

    FERClearly. 

    ECEWhat is the increase of God? 

    FERI think it is growth by the knowledge of God. It is divine increase. It grows and advances in intelligence and the knowledge of God. 

    JHCWhat do you understand by the joints and bands? 

    FERThey are the ligaments which hold the members together. 

    JHCWhat are those ligaments? 

    FERI do not know at all. I hope you are One. When you come to the body the ligaments have a very important function. So, too, the joints have a very important function; some people do not work like joints at all, but they grow crooked and out of gear in a kind of way. 

    You see a joint or band is not a gift. It is a person really in a kind of way who tends to hold things together, and to the harmonious working of the body. 

    JSAAnd they are not seen. You see the hands and the eye, but the ligaments are not seen. 

    EWIf you travel you do not see the axle, but if it gets without oil it will tie the whole thing up. 

    CAI suppose love will be the great principle there. 

    FERYes. 

    GWHYou were saying it is only the body which is in relation to the Head now. I suppose it is the church which has the light. 

    FERWhat is there but the church at the present Would you say God is taken up with anything else but the church? 

    FERNo. There is nothing else existing in a sense but the church. You have mount Zion, but that does not represent a company but a principle. The city of the living God is really the church. The innumerable company of angels is only looked at as a question of numbers  myriads. Then the church of the first-born written in heaven and the spirits of just men made perfect, but they are made perfect not in body. They have only their spirits. They are made perfect in that way. The men are made perfect, but it is only the spirits you are come to, and then he drops any company, he goes on to state to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. God only takes up what is existing, and what is existing is the heavenly city and the church of the firstborn. 

    CAAnd so God is really taken up exclusively with the church at the present time. 

    FERFor the moment. 

    GWHBut would you not say the church is a teacher? 

    FERNo; the church is taught. 

    EWThat is the thought in Catholicism. 

    FERYes; but like everything else in Catholicism it is deceit, because with them the church means the clergy. 

    GWHThe people really have nothing to say about it. 

    JHCAccording to them the church saves. 

    FERI suppose they would say there is no salvation except in the church, and in that I agree, the only question is what you mean by the church. 

    CAWould you say the church is the testimony of God in the world today? 

    FERIt is the pillar and ground of the truth. It is Gods testimony. You have the candlestick, but then there is the warning from the outset that the candlestick would be taken out of its place if they did not repent. That warning has hung over the church from the outset. 

    GWHDid you say yesterday the testimony is very feeble now? 

    FERDreadfully obscured. We are coming on toward the end. 

    EWYesterday you were speaking of the last clause of chapter 1: 6, knew the grace of God in truth. You were saying grace is reigning. What enables grace to reign? 

    FERRedemption. 

    EWBut then things must be right. 

    FEROh! but grace is reigning and in a kind of way grace is subjugating. It is reigning in the sense of subjugating. 

    CAI suppose the thought of reigning would imply subjugating. 

    GAMYour thought was, Mr. W., that grace was reigning through righteousness. 

    CAI suppose grace could not reign till the question of good and evil was solved. That was solved at the cross. 

    EWWould you say that grace reigns in the saints? 

    FERI think so. 

    EWThere would be no friction if it were reigning. 

    FERI think if it were reigning in us as it ought to reign in us, we would not be prepared for friction at all. You get that brought out at the end of Matthew 18. You do not go and take your brother by the throat and say, Pay me that thou owest. You have been forgiven ten thousand talents and you cannot go and exact an obligation from your brother, because you have been forgiven the thousand talents. You cannot go and tell your brother, You ought to love me. If your brother does not fulfil his obligations to you, the point is not to take him by the throat and say, Pay me that thou owest, but you release him. The principle of conduct is really acting toward others as God has acted to you. 

    CHKIs not that the principle that ought to actuate each one of us as with the other? 

    FERYes. 

    JPSo in the chapter we had this morning, If any man have a quarrel against any. 

    FERYes. Because that is the way God has acted towards you. 

    JHCAnd then the point is it is Gods attitude toward us. 

    FERBut then that ought to affect our attitude toward others. 

    JHCBut then first the word righteousness is brought in. 

    FERBut I cannot distinguish between righteousness and grace. 

    JPI think I heard you say in one place you were almost prepared to use them as interchangeable terms. 

    FERI said that in regard to the third chapter of Romans. 

    JPWould you make a statement as to what you have stated elsewhere as to Gods righteousness? I think you have said it is His rights? 

    FERIt is His rights. If no evil had ever come into the universe, God never would have asserted His rights, 

    because everything would have asserted His rights; but God has asserted His primary rights, that is, He must have first place in the affection of intelligent beings. That is Gods righteousness in His primary rights. That could effect nothing for man, because man did not respond to them. God asserted His rights in the law, but He did not get an answer to those rights; then it is that God comes out with other rights, that is, the rights of mercy, and that is the righteousness of God now, and it is in redemption that those rights are asserted. That is what made us say grace and righteousness are almost interchangeable terms. 

    JPAnd so you were saying that in Luke 10, where the Lord told the lawyer, Go, and do thou likewise, that was as to showing mercy. That is, you become a neighbour to some one. 

    FERHe virtually said, you have found your neighbour, now go and act as a neighbour. 

    JSAAnd it is those who know the power of the Spirit and are in the good of redemption, who are able to answer to His primary rights. The righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

    ECEI see that righteousness and lawlessness came to an issue in the cross. There is the righteousness of God asserting His rights toward man, and in asserting His rights He comes in contact with this lawlessness, and then grace comes in and meets the conditions. 

    FERChrist hated lawlessness and loved righteousness. The thing the Lord Jesus was bent upon was not wrath, but the making known the rights of God in mercy; cleansing the leper and raising the dead, spite of the condition of man, but then the Lord was met by mans lawlessness in the scribes, etc. That was the continual block which was presented to Christ down here upon earth. He was asserting the mercy of God and they did not want the mercy of God; they wanted to go on with lawlessness under the profession of righteousness. 

    But the Lord loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. Now in redemption He abolished lawlessness and established righteousness  the rights of God in mercy  and at the same time man is brought to an end. The cross is the expression of the great principle of all divine ways, that is, of annulling lawlessness and establishing righteousness. 

    JHCIt seems to me a very helpful thought that God at the present time is not bent on righteousness according to the law. 

    FERWhat God wants is faith  which owns the rights of God in mercy. It is mercy from first to last. 

  
    THE MYSTERY (JBS 1)

    Colossians 2: 1 - 10

    The subject I desire to bring before you this evening is the mystery  Christ the head of the body. Those who were present on the last evening will remember it was the assembly in its house aspect, as a vessel of testimony here on the earth. As I said then, they conjoin. What one has to look at now is the assembly as the body of Christ. 

    In the previous chapter, you will find how the apostle distinguishes the ministry of the assembly from the ministry of the gospel. He says in verse 23, If Ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven, whereof I Paul am made a minister  that is, he was a minister of the gospel -who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his bodys sake which is the church; whereof I am made a minister. It was not that the Colossians had not heard of this second ministry, but they were not in the power of it. They had the ministry of the gospel, and very interesting they seemed to be from the way the apostle writes to them in the early part of the first chapter. Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints. Now they had the ministry of the gospel, and they were exemplary too  faith in Christ Jesus, and love to all the saints. 

    I desire to convey this, that they did understand the blessedness of the gospel; because what he prays for them is that they might know that they were saved for heaven; and that was part of the gospel, that was not part of the mystery. We are saved for heaven, 

    not for earth; in one sense God could not save a people for earth now. How could He save a people for earth where His Son was rejected? He saves them for heaven. Faith in the Lord Jesus, or faith in Christ Jesus, gives us a very different idea from faith in God. And I think many are defective in this. They have not entered into the right understanding of the gospel, if it could not be said of them, Faith in Christ Jesus, and love to all the saints. That is not the mystery; it is the gospel. It is not that they did not hear of the mystery; just as in Romans, the mystery is not spoken of till the last three verses; but the mystery is a distinct doctrine, though it is not easy to point where the gospel ends and the mystery begins. And I am confirmed in this by another, who says that you could not really understand the gospel ministry aright if you did not understand the ministry of the assembly. Still, there are two ministries; that is all I want now to make clear. 

    Those who knew the ministry of the gospel, the apostle tells, in this chapter I have read, that he would they knew what great conflict he had for them. Now a man would not have a great conflict if there was not a great opposition; and you remember the apostle was in prison; it was not fighting with flesh and blood at any rate. He said, I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh. What for? That they might know the mystery; that they might be in the enjoyment of the mystery. But what were they in danger of? They were in danger of being carried away  and he introduces this truth to preserve them from the danger  that when a man gets clear in the gospel, and that he is settled and sure for heaven, that then, as it was with the Colossians, he tries to make the flesh religious. It is hard to explain, but I will try to explain it to you. It is to try to make the flesh an actual contributor to the Christian. For instance, I get such a term as this, which is common  a Christian man. Now what does that mean? Why do you bring in the man? Why do you not say a Christian? I say, no; you want to bring in something; you are going to give the flesh a place; and the flesh, as it were, craves to get a religious place. It came out very early in the church; it was a compound of mind and body; and therefore, in the present day, it is rationalism and ritualism; it is a combination which gives the flesh a place. 

    I press it with great earnestness upon you, that nothing will ever preserve you from this intrusion of the flesh, but the mystery. You will never get out of what you may call religiousness in the flesh, but by the mystery; that is the only truth to do it. And we do not look enough at truth; we do not value it enough. I think every truth has what I may call a speciality; that is, it has a power to supplant its contrary. I may state that the Lord in His miracles here never cured two maladies in the same way; He had a different way of dealing with everything. A person says sometimes, That truth is not necessary. That is all you know about it. It is not necessary until you require it; but then every truth is necessary. Now nothing but the mystery can prevent religiousness. You may find a person very happy in the gospel, who perhaps will sing excitedly. I say, What is that? That is the flesh. That is religious flesh. You may find a man very clear in the gospel preaching a very eloquent sermon. I want to know what that is. Oh, he is naturally eloquent! But the more you are really in divine things, the less ability you have to express them. As someone has said, the more we deal with divine things, the less we make of ourselves. I know very well how often I have wished that I were eloquent, when I had a vista of a divine beauty before my soul. Well, I should have spoilt it if I had brought human eloquence into it. And therefore, the more advanced Paul was, the less able was he to communicate, because the power must be of God. He was crippled on purpose that the power might be of God, and he had the immense comfort in his heart. Well, I did not express that very well, but, thank God, I expressed it by the power of God, and it did good to souls, though I got no credit for it. And a man of God is happy in the fact that he is serving a soul, and has pleased the Lord. 

    I think it is an important thing for the soul to understand this, because I do not think the mystery is sufficiently valued. How rarely can it be said of one, he understands the mystery! The ministry of the gospel is appreciated  thank God, it is. But it is the ministry of the gospel. As I have heard a person before now say, Preach justification by faith, and you will be heard; but preach the body of Christ, and see how few will listen to you. Why? Because they do not understand the immense blessedness connected with this truth. Here the apostle writes, I would ye knew what great conflict I have for you. That shows he had great opposition. And there is great opposition to it now; and I trust you will see plainly presently why there is such great opposition to the ministry of the church. 

    Let me try to explain this about the intrusion of the flesh a little better. You see there are three great intrusions of the flesh; two of them are referred to in connection with the gospel, and one in connection with the assembly. There is the intrusion in the Corinthians, which is self-indulgence. There they were so full of their own intellectuality, their wisdom ruined them: they said, We can do as we will, we will reign as kings, we are saved, and we have great gifts. Therefore the Lords supper was brought in to correct them. You, self-indulgent man, do you know how you got all your blessing? By the death of Christ. 

    And are you going to indulge the man for whom Christ died? That is what you get in Corinthians; and therefore, I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say. How can you have communion with Christs death, and allow the man for whom Christ died? Impossible. The sense in my soul is that Christ died for me, and I am thinking of His death, and I am without a shade before Him, it is not only that His death cleared me, but He bore the judgement for me  then how can I minister to that man? Not I; I cannot minister to him. That is Corinthian. Therefore the apostle tells us practically, that he was always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus. 

    Now with the Galatians is the other snare. They were led away by legalism; Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? That is what you very often get with conscientious people; they are trying to improve themselves, and they put themselves under restriction; that is legalism. 

    Now the Colossians is neither one nor the other. Very likely a Colossian would say to you, I know that man is not to be indulged  because in Colossians we are looked at as risen with Christ. And hence the very same word is used in Colossians 2 as in Romans, Wherefore, if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. The doctrine that you have in Romans is only enlarged. In Romans it is, If we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. Here it goes a step further, If ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. It is not only I am clear of the man, as in Romans, because I am dead with Christ, and therefore he that is dead is freed from sin; but here I am clear of where the man is, the rudiments of the world; you cannot get lower than rudiments. I am dead with Him, and as some have said, you have a complete deliverance. I do not know whether practically you have a complete deliverance till you are sensibly over Jordan. Still, I have no doubt that when a man rejoices in the fact, I am dead with Christ, and in His life I am free from the old man here, that soul is very near enjoying the fact, I am dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world; I am not only free from the man that was under judgement in the death of Christ, having died with Christ, but I am free from where the man is. 

    Still, I think if you look at it now, you will find that what is brought in here is both mind and body. This, I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. But then you see in the end of the chapter there was restriction, Touch not; taste not; handle not. You do not restrict a thing that is not there. The moment I restrict it, I admit it is there. Hence the apostle opens out in chapter 3, If Ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above. You are entirely upon a new course; in that sense old things are passed away, and all are become new, and all are of God. 

    May the Lord open it to your own hearts better. I do not believe anyone can ever learn a thing by listening to it; I must be exercised about it, and thus I learn the value of it. I make it a rule to myself that I never attempt to expound a truth that I have not weighed how much I know of it myself. It is only then I have really learnt it. I have often heard things that I could not make much of; but when I have learnt them I have proved them for myself. That is deriving; there is a great difference between copying and deriving. Deriving is making it your own, and, as one has said, He that speaks from  the conscience speaks to  the conscience. 

    I turn now to explain the mystery. Look at Matthew 22: 44, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. It is consequent on the rejection of the Lord that He first intimated about the assembly. 

    I will build my church, as you get it in Matthew 16. But that was not the mystery; though of course what is Christs building is of the body. But it was not until Christ was completely rejected that there could be a disclosure of the great secret of God, that is, that He had a body for His Son on this earth. I must guard what I am stating; because that wonderful thing had been kept secret from the foundation of the world. I think we are not enough affected by it; I wish my heart were more affected by it. That wonderful disclosure has been made, that Christ, when He was completely rejected by Jew and Gentile, not by one only, but by both Jew and Gentile, was called to sit down at Gods right hand. That is why I turn to this first. God says to Him, Sit down at My right hand. Now a wonderful thing is connected with this point, as I have already intimated to you. When Gods Son has been rejected from this place, this place could not be a place for Gods people. If the brightest, the greatest, and the best could get no place here, it is no place for the weakest. Nothing can be plainer to anyone. Christendom has got out of the difficulty by refusing to admit that the Gentiles have rejected Christ. Well, they show simple ignorance of Scripture, because it was the Gentiles who actually did the deed, the Roman governor and his soldiers. I need not go into it. I am addressing those who have no question that Christ has been rejected from this world. Thus we read in John 15, Now they have no cloke for their sin. The first sin of man was turning from God in the garden of Eden. The completeness of sin  there is no cloke for it  was when Christ came into this world, and men loved darkness rather than light. The Lord says, they have both seen and hated both me and my Father; and the world is now under judgement. You may say, I do not see the judgement. If I am not sailing through this world under the shelter of Christs death, as Noah in the ark, I am under the judgement. I need to be saved now going through the world; it is as much under judgement now as to Gods sentence, as when the waters were over it. Now is the judgement of this world, said the Lord. 

    Now, Christ is called up to this new place; then where will His own be? This is the problem in Christianity. A problem is something that is to be solved. How can you have both the earth and Christ? You cannot; heaven is the hope of the gospel; you are saved for heaven, not for earth. But I am on the earth. True; but then the problem is, how can I be on the earth where He is not, and how can I reach Him in heaven? That is the problem; and if you do not understand the mystery, you will never solve it. 

    Now it is definitely stated that Christ is called away from this world, and called to Gods right hand. Now if we turn to Acts 7: 55, we shall see what comes out in connection with that. Here in the rejection of Stephen is the consummation of His rejection. You see He was rejected first by Jew and Gentile, and then after He went up, He was rejected when in glory. As has often been said, they sent a message after Him, We will not have this man to reign over us. He is now not only refused in humiliation, but refused in glory; Stephen says, As your fathers did, so do ye. Then the Holy Spirit opens out the new order of things, He, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. That is where He is; that is the centre of the new order. It is not Jerusalem any longer; Jerusalem is over, the new centre is the right hand of God. Look at all the places where the right hand occurs, and I am sure you will be edified, much will open out to you about the new centre. Hence it says, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 

    where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. All here is over, and that is the new centre. 

    There was no disclosure of the mystery then; the disclosure to Stephen, which is also true of us (God grant our hearts may know it better), is that in the power of divine life he is outside all, and he sees his Saviour in the place where his Saviour is. There is nothing said about union; he is united, but that is not the point; the secret is not divulged. The proof that Stephen was by the Spirit led up into heaven, is that he comes back into this scene in the power of Christ, and is superior to it all; he fulfils the type, crossing the Jordan. If I have power to rise out of all this scene, to rise to the things above where Christ is, I have His power in this scene. This is no sentimentality. Because, if you are really over Jordan, you have power over all the enemies here. Otherwise you are like a bird with a wounded wing, you would like to fly but you have not the power. Hereby  shall ye know the living God is among you. The power that carries me right over and right up to association with my Saviour up there, is the same power that places me in superiority to all the combined forces of evil down here. That is the practical manifestation of the power. Hence Stephen returns to confront the whole array and force of evil here, and overcomes evil with good. That proves he was over Jordan; and if I am dead with Christ I am over, I am outside of the power of death, and I prove it in detail every day by overcoming evil with good. 

    Now I turn to Acts 9: 4. And he fell to the earth and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? Now for the first time is the secret disclosed; it had been, hitherto, kept secret from the foundation of the world. But it comes out now at the proper time. It could not have been divulged any sooner. Christ was not finally rejected until now. He was here in humiliation, going about doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with Him, and Satan worked upon man, so that man refused Him a place here; His own would not have Him, cast Him out, and when He had gone to heaven they refused the testimony of the Holy Spirit in the person of Stephen. What then is the secret? The secret is that His body is on the earth; and if His body is not on the earth, there is no other way whatever of solving the problem that we who are His own can be where He is not, and that we can have association with Him in the place where He is. Cavillers say, How can you rise up to heaven until you die? Well, if I am an individual only that would be true, but I am not merely an individual, I am a member of the body of Christ; and a member of the body of Christ united to Him has a title to be where He is. I am not going further in this subject now. Still it is of immense importance, because if you think of it for a moment, you will see that where He was refused, there His body is. Think what a disclosure it is; how little the heart bows to it; you can imagine how Satan was defeated; why, nothing has ever exasperated Satan like it. Look round you, and see how this enmity works. Look at Romanism. Romanism holds that the church is one great whole, but it deprives Christ of His place, and places a man at the head of it, and thus necessarily sets aside the Holy Spirit. They hold, in a way, the unity of the body. Now Romanism sets forth independency, which is the characteristic of every decline in the church. I believe, that no matter what the form of trouble, the first evidence of decline in the church is independency. That is, acting without Christ. 

    But I trust your heart will lay hold of the simple fact that He is the Head, and that His body is here. It will have a great effect upon you. I sometimes think to myself what a beautiful service the woman in Luke 7 had; she actually anointed the Lords feet. Would not you like to have done that? Certainly. But as great an opportunity is open to you. Each Christian is a bit of Christ, and you can minister to Christians. And it is not to the showy one only, but to any one; more abundant honour to that part which lacked. It has an immense effect on the heart to realise that Christs body is here, a wonderful impetus to service. As has been said, you cannot separate the body from the Head. It is not a question of equality, but similarity; the same life, the same nature, and the one Spirit. 

    Now I turn to Ephesians 5: 29, For no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Christ the assembly. The assembly therefore is His own flesh. For we are members of his body. It is a great thing to get the idea of it in ones heart. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they twain shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the assembly. You all remember that with a rib which the Lord God had taken from Adam He made a woman, and Adam said, She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man; or, rather, She shall be called Isha, which was the Hebrew word for woman, because she was taken out of Ish, the Hebrew for man. There you get, as far as types go, the most comprehensive one of the mystery of the assembly, This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the assembly. 

    First I get in Hebrews that we are His companions; we are all of one, the same life, the same nature, His brethren, sons of Aaron. Well, I might be a very small brother, but still I am a companion of Christ. I want you to understand that it is not union which acquires this companionship; this is what grace has made me. This is set forth in Ephesians 1, where I get the greatness of the individual saint before it is declared that he is a member of the body of Christ. And this is very important, because it is not union which has given me my qualification or fitness to be with Christ, I had the fitness and qualification before by grace; and union binds together those who are fit to be together. I say this, because I want to disabuse your minds of the idea that it is union which makes us fit. For instance, Rebekah going to be united to Isaac, is a type. She is related to Isaac, going to be united to him. She does not get any advance as to birth or as to nature by marrying Isaac; she does as to distinction; but she is of the same family, the same stock; and that is the argument in the Hebrews. Both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one, for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren. And that is the argument of Ephesians 1, that we are really fit to be united to Christ. As you get in the figure, She was taken out of man; and They twain shall be one flesh. Union was declared after the fitness for companionship was assured; otherwise it would be that union makes us companions for Christ. You were fit to be companions first, and as such you are united to Him. 

    Now there are two points more, and I turn back to the Colossians. You say, How does all this work? I only quote one passage, Ye are complete in him. How can I go any higher if I am complete in Him? Hence it says in chapter 3, Christ is everything; Christ is all and in all. Now the point is that I derive all from Christ. I am entirely of the same order; I belong to Him, a member of His body; and it is as a member of His body that I can now reach  or rather enjoy  the place where He is. That is His place, He is called to the right hand of God, and I can enjoy Him there as a member of His body; I enter into it individually, but I have not an individual right, but a corporate right. 

    Now I turn to Ephesians 1: 19, to show how this position is entirely outside the flesh; and that everything is of Christ. And it is not a question of acquiring any help from science or the natural mind, or bringing in anything; as I am complete in Christ, mans mind or body cannot add to me. In Colossians I am learning the Head; but I get the Christ, the whole structure, before me in Ephesians. I may see the truth of it as it is in Ephesians, and I may accept it; it is beautiful to look at it. Christs body here on earth, and all the gifts given, until we all come, in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man. Every one of us? Yes. Be no longer babes; tossed to and fro. Hence in chapter 2, verse 6, we are all raised up together. Oh, someone might say, I did not know that till long after I was converted! Yes, but that was true when you were born of God though you found it out long afterwards. It is like a feather of a birds wing; it was in the bird first, and it has come out now, and you are it; thank God you are it. 

    What I want you to understand is this. You see we are not united to Christ in humiliation. We are united to the exalted Man; but members of that exalted Man we are here on earth; we are properly heavenly men to exhibit Him according to the measure of His grace to us; every one of us is called to be an expression of the heavenly, exalted Man here, where He was the rejected Man. How could anything exasperate Satan more than that? Satan would not have Him in humiliation, when the smoking flax He would not quench, and the bruised reed He would not break. Now He is the exalted Man over everything, and we are united to that blessed Man, members of His body, and we are to be the expression on this earth, not only of the humbled Man, but of the exalted Man where He was the rejected Man. That is what the church is. And therefore the whole effort of Satan is against such a thing; and therefore all the practice that you get in Ephesians is of a heavenly character; you could not do any of it, even the least, but in heavenly power. 

    It is the most marvellous thing that Christs body should be on the earth; Gods great object now on earth is the bride for His Son. The assembly which is His body is in the very place from which He was rejected. I do not believe there is a member wanting to that body; I do not see that they are compacted together; but I believe that His body is here. I admit that it is disorganised, because the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace is not kept. But is that a reason for giving it up? Do you believe that this wonderful thing is here? Yes, thank God. In Gods eye, not one member wanting? Yes. You play into the hands of Satan, if you give it up or deny it. That has been his great effort since Christs ascension. I say, Christs body is here. And because I am a member of that body, I can, by the Holy Spirit, associate with Him in the place where He is. I am not there yet; but as a member of His body I know the power of Christ. I enter this association. The Lord grant we may know it, and understand what a wonderful position it is. I should be found here descriptive of the exalted Man in the very spot where He was the rejected Man. We are called to a marvellous position. The Lord grant that each of our hearts may acknowledge it, however little we know of it practically; but it is ours, and we are not going to stop short at anything less. And what does it produce in us? More earnest looking to the Lord to lead our hearts into full devotedness to Himself, that we may lay aside every hindrance, and be found more thoroughly expressive of what we are called to, here on the earth, for His names sake. 

  
    THE MYSTERY (JBS 2)

    Colossians 2: 1 - 3

    I am anxious to bring the subject of the mystery before you. It is well to look at what is before us. A meeting of this kind is not for edification only, but I might say for education also. It is looking ahead, looking out at what is before us. The first thing we get in this scripture is the earnestness of the apostle. For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you. That is a great word to each servant of God. I often ask myself, How much of this earnestness have I? How much real conflict have I? We see more of it in seeking the salvation of souls. I approve that there should be earnestness in that; but these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. I do not see the same earnestness to lead the saints into the knowledge of the mystery. You hardly see anything about the church in any publication now. Why? One is often told, because they are not up to it, but that is no answer. There was great opposition, and the apostle says, I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you. With whom is he fighting in prison? Not with flesh and blood. His conflict was with the powers of darkness. 

    He speaks of the mystery in the last three verses of Romans. He tells them that there is something more to learn than the gospel, something that was hid from the beginning of the world, which they had not come to yet. For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; that their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, .. . in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. How many could say that? Acknowledgment is a very weak word; the apostle means the real knowledge of the mystery of God, and one would think it would strike any one to read that. 

    Now, for a moment, I turn to another side. What sort of people were these Colossians? The apostle desired to bring the subject before them because of some impending danger. If I look at chapter 1: 4, I see what sort of people they were: Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints. I think I hear someone saying, I should be content if I could see the saints up to that. It is not faith in God, but faith in Christ Jesus; a very great advance. In Ephesians it is faith in the Lord Jesus. I cannot tell you the difference, but there is a difference. I tell you truly that the mass of Christians would be satisfied to see the saints up to the gospel, with good conduct, and good works. Do you ask, What is there beyond that? I reply, The mystery. The former puts you in a commendable light before man. Do you think you would have any less of it by knowing the mystery? 

    The apostle greatly commends these Colossians, and ceases not to pray for them. It greatly encourages one to pray for a person who is going on well. Now they were in danger of being carried away by the intrusion of the flesh; the character of it is brought out here for the first time. Let me simplify what I mean. I see the flesh working in Corinth in self-indulgence. The corrective of that was the truth of the Lords table. How can you indulge the flesh on account of which Christ died? The Galatian intrusion was legality, not self-indulgence. If you put yourself under the law you lose Christ. Now comes the Colossian intrusion, and it is of the most specious order. It is not like that of the Corinthians, nor the Galatians. The snare the Colossians were in danger of was making man a contributor to the Christian; to make the natural man in mind and body contribute to Christianity. The mind and body are for Christs service, but there is a great difference between being a servant and a contributor. The borrower is servant to the lender. The body of the saint is to be a servant, not a contributor. Now the Colossians were bringing in both mind and body to contribute to Christianity. It was rationalism and ritualism combined, and this is what really has become the vogue now, and called a Christian man. 

    What is a Christian? You get it in chapter 2: 10, Ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and power. Someone has remarked: What do I want with your science or with your genuflexions? I am complete in him! Need I go farther? We can say, What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Nothing would suit Christ but Himself; the church could have nothing else nor less. It is not that we contribute to Him, but we derive from Him a life and nature that alone can suit Him. We are fit to be His companions before we enjoy union. I do not believe any one enjoys union unless he enjoys companionship with Christ. You never get union in Canticles. Till the Holy Spirit is come, you neither know the power of the wave-sheaf, nor the two loaves; see Leviticus 23: 11 - 17. That was the characteristic of the day of Pentecost; no free-will offering till then. Every believer is enjoying the benefit of the passover, but how many are there who are in enjoyment of the benefit of Pentecost having fully come? When Pentecost is fully come we have the two loaves, a kind of first-fruits of his creatures, really the church now. Many godly, earnest men do not understand it. What would it have been to George Herbert if he had known it! Now the practical thing for us to maintain is that the day of Pentecost is fully come. I say, 

    by the way, that you never can be moved from Him if you are a member of His body. It is not only companionship. The word to the thief on the cross, with me in paradise, means in company with Christ. But when Paul says in Philippians 1, I ... desire to depart and to be with Christ, the word he uses expresses co-partnership with Him. 

    I come now to see why the mystery is brought in. It is really to protect them from religious flesh. Nothing will ever protect you from this snare but the mystery. People forget that every truth has its own speciality. If you look at the gospel history, I do not remember that the Lord ever cured two diseases in the same way. I only give that as an illustration, to show that every truth has its own speciality. If the truth of the Lords supper was brought in to correct the Corinthians intrusion, that of baptism was brought in to correct the Galatian. As many of you as have been baptised into Christ, have put on Christ, Galatians 3: 27. The Lords supper is used to correct bad conduct; baptism to correct bad doctrine; but nothing can keep you from the Colossian intrusion but the mystery. When does the knowledge of the mystery come? If you turn to the previous chapter, verses 23 to 25, you will see there are two ministries; the ministry of the gospel and the ministry of the church. I believe they do join, but it would not be easy to say where one stops and the other begins. Still there are two. 

    Do you think a man could be really effectively in the ministry of the gospel, if he did not know the ministry of the church? I am not speaking of what a man teaches, but of what a man really knows. The ministry of the church is what the apostle desires to bring before them here, in order to preserve them from this intrusion of the flesh which the Colossians were in danger of. It is the good thing that really keeps out the bad. The simple soul will understand chapter 2: 10, complete in him! Thank God! I do not want anything more than Christ. You say, Do you object to studying science? I say, You cannot add to Christianity. I do not object to making a man a better vessel, but I have all I want in Christ, Christ is all and in all. I condemn sanctimoniousness, but I wish there were more reverence. Whatsoever you do, .. . do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. In Philippians 3, I have this Person. There it is experience, but here it is doctrine. 

    Now let us look a little at what the mystery is in itself. To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you the hope of glory, Colossians 1: 27. That is not the hope of glory as an object, but Christ in you the hope of glory as a consequence. The point is Christ in you. Chapter 2: 18 is individual; in verse 19 you have the Head, the Source of all. I believe that in all the divisions that have arisen, the great lack has been in understanding the Head. It is the Head from whence all comes. In Ephesians you get the whole body, the Christ, the growing together, compacted by that which every joint supplieth. Here it is the Head that is brought prominently before us. 

    What I would turn to now is how this came. What really is the mystery that was kept secret from the foundation of the world? I will just present to you two or three scriptures: Matthew 22: 44: The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. Now the first great step in understanding the mystery is that Christ who is rejected from this scene is exalted in heaven. He is rejected in Matthew 14, but in chapter 22: 44 it is still more definite: Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. He has gone away. He has changed His place. The rejection in chapter 14 leads to His saying, in chapter 16, I will build a new structure, upon this rock I will build my church. Now we have a very definite thing. He is gone away, He is rejected. It is not that He has no right to the place where He is rejected. He has a right, but He has now another place. Now it becomes a very serious question, What is to become of His own in this place from which He is rejected and where He has no place? That is the great problem, and you never can solve it till you understand the mystery. The religious person cannot solve it. I believe anyone who really searches the Scriptures will see that no one is saved for earth now, but saved for heaven. The very hope of the gospel is heaven. 

    I turn now to Acts 7: 55. Stephen is led by the Spirit of God to see in this new place a new centre. You say, There is nothing about the mystery there. That I grant you, but there is this fact that the Holy Spirit has come down and leads up the faithful witness, Stephen, the pattern man, to heaven. There is a new thing inaugurated here. All is changed. Jerusalem was the centre; the right hand is now the centre, everything now comes from above. The heavens are thrown open for the first time upon a man (I do not speak of our Lord, they opened on Him first). Stephen looks up and sees the glory of God and Jesus. It is not only that He (Jesus) is there, but Stephen knows the great reception in which He is there. Christs place is made known by the Holy Spirit to a man on earth. The new centre is now and henceforth the right hand. Anyone who wants enlightenment as to this has only to look at the places where the right hand occurs. 

    Now turn to Acts 9: 4. Why persecutest thou me? This is the first time that there ever was the slightest allusion to the mystery. When Christ, in humiliation, was bodily rejected from this earth by Jew and Gentile, and refused, in the person of Stephen, 

    when exalted to Gods right hand (the message sent after Him was, so to speak, We will not have this man to reign over us), then came out this wonderful secret. In the very place where Satan had led man to the climax of iniquity, where there is now no cloak for their sin, it is there this secret comes out. I think we do not enough take it to heart, that we are in the scene of Christs rejection. You that are seeking honour in the world are seeking it from those who have crucified your Lord. The more you look at it, the more anomalous it appears. Now comes out that centre-piece, that wonderful secret, that great purpose before God for ever. The secret is that Christs body is on the earth! Do you believe it, beloved friends? I believe it, though I may not be able to show it to you. The one great effort of Satan has been to frustrate the manifestation of Christs body on earth. Why is it not more the subject upon our lips and upon our hearts? Do you say, We cannot manifest it, we cannot set it forth, so we give it up! No! The more we work for it, the more we have it, and the more God will support us. We shall be in the current of Gods thoughts, in the trade winds, as it were, and not in the doldrums. You may have quiet times in the doldrums, but they will be immovable times, no progress. Many a one whom I have seen once vigorous and walking beside me, has now drifted away. What has he given up? The mystery. He would say, It is impossible, impracticable. I know the one prominent thing in the heart of God; it is the body of Christ. It could not be otherwise, because it is Christ in fulness. The apostle might have saved himself from persecution, but he says to Timothy, Do not give in! Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God, 2 Timothy 1: 8. Do not give in, on the contrary, 

    the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Timothy was timid, but he was not to be intimidated. 

    To think that there is such a thing upon earth! Do you hear any prayer about it? Where are we drifting to? You may think that you are not able to propound it, but that is no reason why you should not look for it. What can be more wonderful than to think of angels seeing into the manifold wisdom of God through us? What a signal defeat of Satan! Do you wonder at his exasperation? I wonder he can tolerate one bit of heavenly colour down here. We are members of the exalted Man; we never were members of the Man in humiliation. Our business here is to set forth the features of the exalted Man in the very scene of His rejection, to defy Satan here. We are to set forth our exalted Head here in the very place where Satan worked upon us, as men in the flesh, to give Him no place. We are here in Christs power to represent Him. Are we to give it up? No; thank God! Read John 17. You will never understand that chapter if you do not keep this simply before you; that it is all between Christs heart and the Fathers. Every word is to be fulfilled here on this very earth. The new Jerusalem will be the display of everything according to Christ. Not a single desire of His heart will be lost. That prayer in John 17 gives the full desire of the heart of Christ. How often we have read it and enjoyed it without knowing why. The reason is just this. There is nothing of our defalcations in it. We hear Him pouring out His heart, and our hearts delight in it. It is the pure stream poured into the Fathers ear. 

    I only turn to one verse more. For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: for we are members of his body, Ephesians 5:29, 30. Everything is of Christ. We get everything from Him. The great thought in Ephesians 1 is to prove that we are so exalted with Christ, accepted in the Beloved, that we are fitted to be brought into union. It is not that union brings us into this wonderful place. Union is the climax of everything. I am established in all that my heart delights in, but I am fitted to be His companion first. He is anointed with oil of gladness above His companions. We share with Him in the holiest of all; where Aaron was, there were his sons in type. It is remarkable enough they were reduced to two. We are of His life and nature: In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. Someone has said, that goes even beyond union. Royalty must be united to royalty; we are made royal to be made fit for union, before union is disclosed. What a delight to the heart to get hold of the simple practical fact. Talk of good works! Your walk is to be as Christ walked. Learn how Christ walked. You must be very near Him to learn it. As the Lord said to His disciples: Without me ye can do nothing. That was the most cheering word, perhaps, they ever heard. 

    The Lord grant that each of our hearts may know the exceeding blessedness of being a member of the body of Christ, to walk about this world, setting Him forth in His beauty, in the very scene in which He has been rejected. 

  
    THE CONFLICTS OF CANAAN (JBS 3)

    Colossians 2

    Two things are very evident in this scripture first that the apostle had a great conflict; and second, what that conflict was for. As the servant of God, Paul was answering to the mind of the Master, he was in conflict to meet the mind of the Master about the saints. 

    It was no easy thing; he would not have great conflict (agony) for a trifle. He was in prison, and His heart went out to them  what for? See verse 2 - that they might have the full assurance of understanding in the mystery of God. 

    Note verse 4  This I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. There was no safety except in reaching this topmost point  there is no safety save in being where the heart of Christ has set you. In Hebrews you go from earth to heaven; here you go from man to Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. In vain the net is spread in the sight of anything which hath wings. If you are in Christ above, you are above the claims of things here that are snares. 

    Are saints hearts comforted (verse 2) practically? They are sure of salvation, but the heart is never comforted until it lays hold of the Person of Christ. In any dispensation, whatever God gave, the great thing was to maintain the top; the highest point was the place of safety, and to forsake it was ruin - Satan always tries to take from us the best bit of truth. Now what are we set for? We have heard of the ruin, but have we lost Christ? Note two or three ways in which failure set in. 

    In the garden of Eden, what was attacked first? The word. 

    Abraham: the first failure (Genesis 12: 10) is that he goes out of the land. The land was the very point, it was that which God had given him and into which he was called. 

    Jacob: Genesis 33  Shechem and El-elohe-Israel. He is come back to the land, but he is appropriating blessings to himself. Does he go to the point that he had said was the very gate of heaven? He had got the name of Israel and he made Israel the object, but God says, Go to Bethel, and what is the result? He had to clear away all sorts of things. He wanted God to make him the object, instead of his making God the object. 

    There ought to be progress, always adding, as Peter says (2 Peter 1: 5). People are satisfied to get among the brethren, and yet when there, instead of progress there is declension. At deathbeds, too, I find people resigned, and not a full and abundant entrance. 

    What brought Israel into captivity? The neglect to keep the sabbatical year (Leviticus 26: 33 - 34; 2 Chronicles 36: 21), the great witness of the care of God for them. 

    You must get your relationship to Christ as the first thing. In Revelation John shows us the bride, but she went up to heaven to be dressed  a bride adorned for her husband. See, too, the series of Psalm 120 - Psalm 134, verse 2. They are songs of degrees or steps, progressing until we get to standing in the house. God always had a house, but there is another thing  the body of Christ  that must be the ultimate of my heart. In Psalm 120 I get away from the tents of Kedar. 

    That which is foremost in the mind of God must be the highest point with me  do not let the thought come in that it is too high for you. Where did Daniel look, in spite of the lions den? Where Gods eyes and heart were  he opened his window towards Jerusalem. Look, too, at Elijahs last days walk, 30 miles; he went in company with the mind of God, and he did not skip Bethel either. Wherever there is a power, though it may appear dormant, there is always the desire to act on it. 

    In Luke 2 the Lord, when brought into the temple as a child, is greeted by Simeon and Anna. She was a sample of one who clung to the chief object of Gods interest on earth. In Haggai, it was a right thing for Israel to dwell in ceiled houses, but their hearts were in them and not in the house of God. My interest in Christ and with Christ cannot fail; what we need is devotedness. 

    In John 20 He is greeted by one who is inconsolable without Him. I connect the affection displayed in her with that word, The Spirit and the bride say, Come. What outlived that dark tempestuous night when the Son of God was crucified? That womans love. So you may look at ruins, but there is a bride, and she says, Come! Shall I not aim to be of the mind of Mary Magdalene? And mark the answer she gets; He does not tell her anything for herself, but He speaks to her about Himself and where He is going, and then bids her tell His brethren their relationship. 

    What though the carved work is broken down, there is a bride. It is not a candlestick coming forth but a bride. Behold, the Bridegroom (not cometh)  He is there. 

    You are complete in Him in verses 10, 11 and 12 of Colossians 2  He disposes of the man. I cannot better explain it than by a colonist, fearing to be deserted by his friends, burning the ship in which they came out  thus man is gone, himself and his status. 

    The conflicts of the wilderness are about our own 

    circumstances; the conflicts of Canaan are about Gods circumstances. I fear some are not on Gods battle ground. 

    Do not forget to go to the top  nothing short of that will do! 

  
    HOLDING THE HEAD (JBS 3)

    Colossians 2: 19

    I desire to show the contrast of what not holding the Head is; and secondly, the benefits that flow from holding the Head, and what marks it; thirdly, what is the nature of the opposition to the truth which we have had to encounter within our own memory. 

    There are two truths that, I might say, mark christianity: one is, I have to break with the man here, and with the place where that man is. Man is here on the earth, and I have to refuse man where man is; but I have a Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, and we are united to Him in the place where He is, in heaven. It is true we are still in the flesh and still on the earth, but while so, we are to walk as He walked who is in heaven. We are to work it out here on earth. It is with that intention that I hope to be able to bring before you what are the practical results of the truth in this passage. Our Lord Jesus Christ is now seated at the right hand of God. I need hardly say to any of you that there could be no union with Him as here on earth. In John 20 we have a new thing introduced, and it is marked by the first day of the week. To any heart at all drawn to the Lord this is a most wonderful scene; the beginning of the new creation. It is the first day of the week, the Lord is risen from the dead, and He is now introducing us to what He is to us on earth and what He is to us in heaven. The first thing for the heart practically to learn is, that there is no connection at all with Christ but by the Holy Spirit. Where Gods grace is manifested to my heart is in the death of Christ. He was put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. If I set aside the man here in Christs death, then I have to do with Christ in quite a new order. It is not that souls do not know it, but it is a new thing which, in all its newness, ought practically to characterise us entirely. I do not speak of it as a thing we can take in in a moment. Sorrowful though it is, we must own it, that we have to be broken down in one thing after another; but it is a great thing to be assured of the fact that that is our true place, that we are united to Him who is risen from the dead, and who is set down at the right hand of the throne of the majesty in the heavens. The Colossians did not deny union, but the danger with them was, and with us too is, whether we are realising the benefits that flow to us from it. I often say and wonder to myself, Am I really united to that blessed One, the Son of the Father, and can I be moved by this poor world and the things of it? Unless the Holy Spirit holds your heart, you are a poor trifling thing, moved about like a child by one thing and another, I do want your hearts to be moved by the fact itself of what a wonderful thing it is holding the Head. God in His mercy has been pleased to recover this truth for us. I believe that many a conscientious person has the sense that things are not all right, yet does not know the remedy of holding the Head. It would correct a great deal of the disorder and confusion. 

    The first thing is the Holy Spirit, and mark how it comes out in the gospel of John. When John the baptist sees our Lord, he says, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. There is evil in the world, and One has come in who will eventually take it all away. But that is not all; he goes on. I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him ... the same is he which baptiseth with the Holy Spirit. There is one mind. God sent His Son to take away the sin of the world. We were powerless to meet the ruin, and God sent His Son to bear the judgment upon us. He it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit. That is what comes out; and as I am on that, I may mention another thing that brings in the second point. The disciples follow Him (and very interesting as showing how the divine mind leads to the highest point), they ask Him, Where dwellest thou? Has your heart ever gone out to the Lord in that way? For that brings out the second point. If I have gone out to Him, the Man that is away, I must refuse the man that is here, and the place where that man is; but I must walk in this place according to the principles of that Man who is away  like Jesus who is not here but in heaven. That is the great problem to work out, and it is what we are set for, but it is only by the Holy Spirit that we can act like Him. 

    First, then, I go to the contrasts. I have the Lord Jesus Christ, the Man now, and in heaven. It was a place not known before. I hope I shall not surprise any one when I say that Moses could not hold the Head. I take that as an example, I do not say that God did not hold Moses, but I want you to understand it practically. Abel was an accepted man, but is that the way I know acceptance who am accepted in the beloved? I remember well when acceptance was a new word to me. I had never heard it before, and it astonished and arrested me, that it was acceptance in the Beloved. That was perfectly new to me, but it is also a long time before the truth works into the soul, producing the due effect. 

    Enoch had this testimony that he pleased God, but had he the power of eternal life? Had Abraham? Was it in character the same as God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son? He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 

    But I come to a closer contrast, and I think it is here that souls are puzzled. They have not the sense of having derived power from Christ. It is a different thing, and would have an immense practical effect upon you. There were those who had not the Head, and there were those, as the Colossians, not holding the Head. There could not be union with Christ in humiliation, because, first, everything must be removed out of the way that would bar the union. So the Lord says, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone. Some lose the force of that scripture, If it die, it bringeth forth much fruit  they say that merely means He saves many, but it is more than saving many. It is what is said in another place, Both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one. We do not get communion with the body of Christ until after His death. We are brought into another order of things in resurrection and I am learning the goodness of it. It is not only that He has done great things for us  He has, but we belong now to that blessed One who is at the right hand of God, We are united to Him; He is the Head. 

    Now I will take the disciples in three different aspects or places in which they were with the Lord, and it was a wonderful thing to be with Him, and a blessed thing to have Him as a shelter. They were under His shadow; but at that time He was only a wing to them, and not the Head. I sat down under his shadow with great delight. Under the shelter of that wonderful Person they sat, and lacked nothing. When I sent you ... lacked ye anything? They answered, Nothing. I can understand what it was, but they were not united to Him, they could not hold the Head. Tell me, have you, practically, that wonderful fact in your soul? Do you understand that you are nearer than they were? They knew what it was to be under His wing, and I contemplate them there as under the shadow of a great rock in a weary land, and the wonderful charm of His own presence such, that however trying the circumstances around, they could distinctly say in words used in the brightest days of Solomon, that they lacked nothing. (Compare 1 Kings 4: 27, with Luke 22: 35.) But what is all that now to you? You are higher still, and your place is to hold the Head. I say it and I know it. There is nothing has so shaken the foundations of my heart as that. I still say to myself, What am I? Where am I? Is it the place here that is to occupy you? You are united to another Man in another scene. That is to occupy you. A higher place altogether, with another Person, and in heaven. 

    The disciples on the mount of transfiguration were eyewitnesses of his majesty. Eyewitnesses, and not a bit at home. But what can you say? There is no place where I am so at home as in the glory, because my Saviour is there, in answer to the love of God to me. There it is that the chief of sinners sees his Saviour, and what is the effect? He was three days blind, and neither did eat nor drink. His soul had to go through what it was to be brought up from the depth that was his as a man, to the height of the glory of God, where Jesus is. 

    Again, John 20 is a most wonderful chapter, for there I see a Man risen from the dead, and not only that, but death broken, and a new Man too, the beginning of the creation of God. The first creation began with the heavens and the earth, and finished up with a man. The new creation begins with the new Man. It is the power of the Christ, the One who glorified God in everything, so perfect, 

    so answering to the mind of God, that He is saluted, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. God sent forth His Son born of a woman, and He so maintained what was due to God under the weight of our guilt, that He is now raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father. Now in this chapter He appears to Mary Magdalene, and says to her, I will tell you where I will be. I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. That is His place. Then He comes into the midst of His disciples, and imparts to them what our condition requires because of the nature of His own condition. They were not one of them united to Him, He introduces it all, and He winds it up by breathing on them, Receive the Holy Spirit. As the flesh is the link with the first man, so the Holy Spirit is the link with the new, the Man in glory. 

    I will now show the benefits that flow out of union with Christ. In turning to Romans 8 I shall be told that union is not taught in that epistle. But I get no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. Man is set aside as a sinner, and then the apostle says, If Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness; and more, If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. I have to do with Him in all the perfectness of Himself in the glory of God. Romans gives you the justified man, and Ephesians the heavenly man. The only two perfect codes of practice summed up, some one has said, in Philippians. Now Luther never went beyond a justified person, he never got on heavenly ground, or to holding the head. It was all our side. I ask you, you may say that all understand it, but I ask you what is it to be a christian? I dont understand it all. I want to. The proportion, the magnitude of what becomes one is beyond conception. See what a new place you are in, another creation altogether. The practical effect comes out in Romans 12: Be not conformed to this world; but present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. I am delivered from the body of this death by this blessed Person, in whom I am. What a restful place to be in! Where are you? Have you this happy sense that you are in Christ? What is your reasonable service? If I belong to this blessed One, I am here upon the earth where He suffered for me. He wins my heart in humiliation, He satisfies it in glory. He made Himself familiar with every character of suffering in passing through this scene that He might be able to guide us all the way along. We are not only succoured by that blessed One, but we are united to the One who won our hearts in the place where that One is, and it is His own associations that we have now to do with, so that the truth is of practical power here on the earth. It is old associations that ruin us. You see I am the same person that I ever was; a tree, if you please; then God will deal with the branches. The same man with the same duties. But suppose I am a member of a political club, He does not support me in that. He will support every branch of the tree that is for God. He will support it in more vigour and more order than ever naturally I had maintained it. My proper relationships I fulfil better than ever. 

    The way to keep out the bad is by bringing in the good. Take a banker as an illustration. He is sent into a room till he gets so conversant with the good notes that the bad are detected at once. He has learned what a good bank note is, by handling and observing them. When he sees a forgery he cant tell you how the bad note was produced, but he knows that it is bad, and that is enough for him. He says, That is not a good note. Anything that is not good is bad, and that is the great thing now. 

    The action is beautiful in Romans and Ephesians, making a perfect code. You will find the epistles of Paul for the most part correct the intrusion of what is bad by insisting on what is good. He says in 1 Corinthians 6: 15, Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? and in the same chapter, He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Now, with the Corinthians the flesh was unrebuked; there was no check upon it. And in chapter 10 he turns round to them as wise men to show how foolish they were in what they were connected with practically. 

    Your bodies are the members of Christ. What a practical word it is! I am sure it will reach us all in that way. He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. If you want to improve the world, you are not holding the Head. It affects the smallest detail. For instance, if a person says there is no harm in going to a flower show, I say you are not holding the Head. Is that the place for a member of Christ? You are not mindful of the gravity of your position. You do not deny the benefits of grace perhaps, but you reduce yourself to a lower level. All the great truths lie on one flat  one level. You might have forgiveness, good conduct, faith, with earthly mercies, and I will call that downstairs; but now upstairs we are united to Christ; we have to do with Himself and with His own interests and a heavenly scene. Upstairs must have downstairs, and includes all the benefits of downstairs; but downstairs has not upstairs. The great difficulty is, meeting souls practically where they are. You say perhaps, I never feel up to it. There ought to be in the heart earnestness in consequence. Do you ever agonise about yourself? The Spirit of God interceding in you with groans that cannot be uttered! Do you ever hear these groans? What tries me is the fact that one feels one is sharing in the very thing one would like to correct, I think of some whom I would like to see getting on, and instantly it raises the question, Are you getting on yourself? 

    2 Corinthians shows the contrast. To me it is an immense thing that the heresy that underlay all at Corinth was that there was no resurrection of the body, and yet the body here is to be light, in the way the moon derives light from the absent sun. You are to be here the light of the world when the One who was the light of it is not here. It is the most cheering thing. I am to be like the One that is not here and unlike the world  the people that are here that cast Him out. Like a true wife, she is to remain in the premises, but to be there looking out for Him, contributing His light to the ruthless world which has driven Him away. I am to answer to His tastes, and I have nothing to do with the enemies that refused Him. You are to have the same moral expression as the moon has, sailing through the sky on a dark night, towards the world. I contribute light to this scene from the absent sun. I am not looking for any thing in it or from it. Those who had a title to possession on earth were to waive it. What of those who had no title? 

    2 Corinthians 3: 18: We all, with open face, &c. We see the glory, and the glory claims us as its own. The apostles had seen the glory on the mount of transfiguration and were afraid, but now the glory says you must take the same image. It claims us as belonging to it. I believe you will never get deliverance from this present world until your heart gets the impress of what the glory of Christ is. You must get a new taste and be brought into circumstances to form the taste, and once formed, you are at home in that which is above the brightness of the sun. The effect on Paul was that he lost his eyesight. I must not omit speaking of the effect, that while your associations are with Christ in heaven, you walk as He walked on earth. The difficulty is to maintain what you have learnt. The practical action in 2 Corinthians is always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus. I want you to understand the actual magnitude of the position. We are united to this blessed One, our hearts know that He loves us. I am to live here in a life of another order, but to do this I must set aside that in myself that would hinder it. Those who are most living to the Lord find out practically that there is nothing to promote it in the other. 

    Galatians gives you a legal man. Ephesians is an advance on Romans, it is in heavenly places. I come out, properly speaking, a heavenly person on the level to which God has called us. The Man now at Gods right hand walks into the scene and says I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. I ignore the existence of everything of the first man, I set aside everything but Myself, the saints are Myself. Here Paul says: It pleased God ... to reveal his Son in me. Now, in Colossians it is the religious man that has to be set aside. In Hebrews it is heaven instead of earth. Philippians is where they combine. I find Christ (chapter 3) is the simple object. Christ set aside everything, and we are the circumcision, &c., and He is not only the object but the mark for which I leave all things behind that were gain to me. It is not intended only to set forth beautiful theories in Scripture, but you find out their magnificence just as you get into the practice of them. You might talk to a child for ever about walking, and what is the good? But as soon as he puts his foot to the ground he knows what it is. 

    What I dread is an aptitude for hearing truth, and no sense of the responsibility which I incur because I have heard it. In a certain sense Israel was worse off in Canaan than in Egypt when there was no rain, for in Egypt the river came up and watered the land, but in Canaan the rain was stopped and they had no river, when they grew indifferent. 

    There are many persons with great and high truth who are worse off than when they had very little, because they have not gone on with what they had, and are not walking in practical diligence. Then God says, I will not give you the rain. 

    Now 2 Timothy is to the servant what Philippians is to the congregation. It is the last words of the apostle Paul to the servant. He says Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord. Why is this? Why does he not speak of the power of the enemy outside? All they in Asia had turned away from him; Asia, where his chief work was done. (Philippi, I need hardly say, was in Europe.) Those in Asia had not turned away from downstairs from the forgiveness of sins, from expecting the favour of God, or from good and upright conduct on earth, Probably they became very scrupulous and made more parade about that, mere Pharisaism; for there is not most depth where there is most parade. But they had turned away from upstairs. I thank God for the wonderful ways of His mercy, that it is not lost to us long ago, that this wonderful truth has been preserved  that we are united to Christ at His right hand. Paul could only light upon one man (Onesiphorus) who had not turned aside. No one could understand this testimony but by the Holy Spirit; namely, I must set aside the man that is here, in all his development and talent, and the place too  the earth, where all these wonderful things are; I must refuse both the man and the place, and introduce here the manners and ways of that Man in heaven whom I know not only as my Saviour and Lord, but to whom we are united as our Head. That is the truth. Be not ... ashamed of the testimony of our Lord. What is it? Are you ashamed of it? 

    But the thing that ought to come home to every heart here is this, Do you hold the Head? Are you ashamed of the testimony of the Lord? Christ was not only refused life upon the earth, but they rejected the Holy Spirit in Acts 7, and God has turned it round to my gain. He gave Jesus a place in heaven, and the very place He has given Him He gives us. And what consummates the joy of my heart? I am in company with Him where He is. The wonderful thing in the mind of God is that saints are united to Christ. I look back and see for 1800 years great men, devout men; but Satan closed the eyes of the most devoted, so that they never saw this truth as we see it now. It may be that all do not see it now, and, though I could not refuse any such, offering to come among us, yet I never would encourage them. I never discourage, but I try to press on them the gravity of the position, because I think it is too easily adopted. The word said to myself, when I was coming out. I feel to be momentous, Have you faith for it? There is not sufficient sense in the heart of what the position is. Are you conscious of this, that the more you have of a divine truth, the more immense it becomes, and the deeper is your desire to know more about it, for you know its value; your capacities increase as they are ministered to. 

    Be not ... ashamed of the testimony of our Lord. Chapter 4. Do the work of an evangelist. The apostle puts maintaining the testimony on higher ground even than his work in the gospel. This is precious to me, and I should not easily give it up. I see it is an immense thing to maintain what is due to Christ, and I would rather be known as a man standing here for the Lord Jesus Christ, that He knew it, than be the performer of the best works that could possibly be done. Was the gift the first thing? The first thing was maintaining the testimony. Timothy must wear the uniform of a soldier. The first thing to do is, whether officer or anything else, to put on your uniform. If the army be demoralised, so to speak, you must first, when you return to allegiance, put on your uniform and then do your work. You must put maintaining the testimony higher than any gift. 

    One point more, though I am hardly adequate to it, and that is, the different oppositions which the truth has encountered within my own memory. When the cry was made, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him, there came in a very dreadful error, only checked by the maintenance of the truth, and that was, that the Holy Spirit was not here. We were to fall down and pray for the Holy Spirit. Look at all the various ways Satan has attempted to draw away the saints, just as you might look down a river and see all the colourings in the clear stream. 

    In a certain sense, I dont believe that we ever lose the consequences of declension. A deserter may return and be a good soldier, but there is the mark B on him, for he has deserted. Like a horse that has been down, I do not believe we ever recover entirely from the effect of a fall. I am higher morally, because I have the divine power that has put me higher than my failure, and with the Lord I go on more thoroughly. I have no one but the Lord now; I had brought myself into ruin, but there is nothing for me but the Lord. So that a fall often produces real devotedness. 

    I think there is a danger of losing sight of the fact that the only power we have, is the power of the Holy Spirit. Then as to the coming of the Lord, I suppose no one in this room denies it; but I ask the question, Are you really going out to meet Him? Are you waiting for Him? Do you think you can wait for Him in the flesh? Never! The Spirit and the bride say, Come, and what does that lead to? In the same verse it leads the servant to that which meets the deepest need of man, but it begins with the highest. From the highest occupation down to the lowest. You say, Oh, I believe in the coming of the Lord. I admit it, but is that the testimony you bear in Manchester? That is a man we cant understand. He has gone out to meet the Lord. They were leaving the things around and pressing on to meet the Bridegroom. I say that cannot be without the Holy Spirit. I speak of that now as the power, and I think we suffer from losing sight of this. 

    Satans way of acting and hindering truth is varied. There is no evil or error going on around without our being influenced by it. There is no activity outside of us that is not in the air, so to speak. When a malady is prevalent around, it attacks whoever is predisposed to take it. How will you be free? By holding the Head. He is gone into heaven, having condemned all of man; and the rudiments of the world, the A B C, the elements therefore, whatever is going on, affect us. For instance, ritualism. Oh, that never touches us, you say. Does it not? There are some among us who never come out to any meeting at all, but the breaking of bread. What is that but a little bit of ordinances, and baptism may become so too. What is ritualism? It is that you get Christ through ordinances. It sprang up with the revival of truth, and no doubt carried off many a true heart from the river of blessing. I am not preserved at all but by holding the Head. 

    Another error is, that Christ came among men merely to restore man, to add His divine virtues to a human stock. It is trying to get Christ to mend up the old thing, and there is no such thing. Instead of that, you get the old thing superseded. You must be good, most people say, but that is not enough, there must not be a leaf of the crab tree at all. The true gardener will not allow one bud. As to what sprang up among ourselves, it began with saying that the church would be in the judgment, and what eventually came out was that we had no Head in heaven at all. There was neither knowledge of the Church, nor the truth of holding the Head. You never get the right sense of how the saints are in the care of Christ, unless you begin with Him as Head. I remember a subscription being made for a poor widow, to get a sum invested that she might have a yearly income, and I said to myself, Surely, they might trust the Lords care for her next year as well as for this. 

    All these things are landmarks, but what I seek is that all should go home saying Well, I will seek to cleave closer to the Lord than ever, owning that there shall be one Lord, and his name one. 

    Ecclesiastical laxity came out next, called Bethesda. They did not understand what the unity of the body was. They did not hold the Head. You will never understand this phase unless you know it is not the evil you sow that defines the character of the evil you will reap. You may say That is not what I sowed, but you are not prepared for the various things that will grow out of it. In Corinth they had no respect for the holiness of Gods house, and so they went to law with one another before the ungodly. There was no respect for Gods judgment in His own house, and they went to the world for its judgment. The leaf  the outward thing  will tell you where there is church laxity. They do not understand the body at all. They do not hold the Head. 

    The refusal of the third class of sufferings turned out to be a denial of the end of the first man. I think that many lately who have got hold of the unity of the body have got it without power, because they have got hold of it merely as a doctrine. In all cases where it has not power they have not begun by holding the Head. From which all the body by joints and bands, &c. What is the use of the most beautiful network of gas-pipes in this city if they are not connected with the gas-works? 

    One thing more  what I believe has done more detriment to the truth than any one thing yet is the gospel without the church. I am bold to say it, and I say it anxiously, I have lost friends by it, because I have tried to maintain what is the truth. Nothing has come in and given a character of laxity and indifference as to vital truth so much as this. They are content with the gospel, and say the church is secondary. There are those who have no church, while they have derived their gospel from us. We have heard of the gathering the good into vessels. They have no vessels at all! 

    Do you think we are safe from it? That is why I touched on that point in Timothy. In a moment I am assailed, Oh, you dont care for the gospel. I do; but I have a deeper thing before my mind. What one desires is that souls should be converted to find their true place in the body of Christ. 

    In Ephesians he gives evangelists for the body. Therefore I spoke of 2 Timothy. Timothy was to maintain the testimony of the Lord prior to all: he was to do the work of an evangelist. I may call it a forlorn hope, but it is not forlorn. It does not mean a hopeless thing. It means a company of volunteers who will die or succeed. 

    My heart knows many who really do hold nothing so dear to them as to maintain what is due to Christ upon this earth. Do you think this will produce a lower character of work? I say all this because I do not want that we should be carried away by what is outside. I do not want to judge my brethren with regard to their work; I have nothing to do with that. It is not that I regret the work of those to whom I have alluded, but I would not co-operate with them. I would not touch the net while they were touching it. I have a different business. I am in a different position. I feel I must be for the Lord, and I can turn to Him as the one simple thing to guide me upon the earth. 

    I believe the more one knows of the Lord the more one values His own. You cannot be united to the Head in heaven but by the Holy Spirit, by whom you are baptised into one body. If I had not any interest in the things of the Lord Jesus Christ on this earth, what a nonentity I should be! The Lord lead our hearts more into association with Himself in heaven, and there you will find, a great deal better than I can tell you, what a source of unspeakable light, and power, and guidance in everything He will be to your heart. 

  
    THE MYSTERY (JBS 4)

    Colossians 2:1 - 10

    We see in the opening verse of this chapter how earnestly the apostle desired the truth he was bringing before them to be apprehended in power by the saints to whom he was writing. He was most anxious that they should know it. He says, What great conflict I have for you; (Colossians 2:1) it is a strong word. There was something standing in the way; there was something hindering their apprehension of it. And, on his side, it was not a thing that it was easy to present to them; so that he could speak of his own feelings with regard to the matter, not only as even a conflict, but as a great conflict. And this truth that caused him so much anxiety was the mystery. 

    I have been surprised to find how little people know what the mystery is, and yet it is of the utmost importance that they should know it. The reason why the apostle so desired the saints at Colosse to know it was because he saw that they were exposed to a snare. Now people often think that they know enough truth, but nothing protects from a snare but truth in power. The Colossians were in danger of religiousness of a twofold character: one, which appealed to the mind, we should call rationalism at the present time; the other, which affected the body, we should call ritualism. The danger of the saints, then, was a compound composed of these two things, which affected both mind and body. 

    The flesh comes before us in Colossians, but the flesh in a special way. There are three great intrusions of the flesh. In Corinthians it is levity: there it is, I am saved, but now I will do as I like. In Galatians it is, as in the reformed churches, making the law the rule of life. But in Colossians it is quite different. Here it is a religious man. I cannot dwell upon the subject now, it is not my object to do so; I do not wish to dwell upon the bad side, for it is our great and precious privilege to maintain and know the good, and the more I do that, the more I ward off the bad. 

    What I wish then to bring before you this evening is the mystery which the apostle was so anxious that the Colossians should enter into. 

    Possibly very many of you could give a very clear definition of the mystery, who yet may not have reached to the full assurance of understanding (Colossians 2:2) it: Full assurance here does not mean that I am sure of it, but that I understand the weight of it. And the word knowledge does not mean simply knowing a thing, but possessing complete knowledge of it. If we have this, we shall never be drawn aside from it to the false thing, to religiousness in man. 

    It is astonishing the way in which religiousness will come out; it even may in the singing of a hymn. I often used to wonder at that word to Timothy:  ... put the brethren in remembrance of these things; (1 Timothy 4:6) it seemed to me astonishing that the apostle should need to warn against Romanism a church that held the very highest truth. But the very worst thing comes from spurious sanctity. Nothing does so much damage to the real thing as a counterfeit of it; it deludes souls into the belief that they have got the real thing. 

    Now if a Colossian listened to the reading of this epistle, he would say: Is the apostle really so interested about us? The least thing then that we can do is to be interested about ourselves, and seek to understand what he has written to us. And any here tonight who do not know it, I desire that you may lift up your heart to God and say, Teach it me. As to any who do know, I am sure they desire to know more. For myself I feel every day how little I really enter into it. It is a truth that will affect me in everything as I understand it. 

    If we turn to the beginning of the epistle, we read: We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints. (Colossians 1:3 - 4) Now from this we should have thought the Colossians in such a good state that they would not require to be watched over with this great anxiety. But it is like a good physician, who might say, You are in very good health at the present moment, but still I am exceedingly anxious about you, for there is a terrible epidemic going, and I fear it for you. God always deals with His people in this way; He gives us truth as preventive of evil. He gives us a summer before a winter, that we may be prepared for the dark days. That is. He gives us special truth to preserve us from a danger thus impending, just as God gave Elijah a double portion of food before his forty days journey. Thus the Colossians were exposed to the snare; and as the apostle feared their falling into it, and wished to guard them from it, he opened out to them the truth of the mystery. 

    Before passing on to this, I would first say a word on verse 23 of the first chapter. Here we find, as every student of Scripture knows, that there are two ministries: one, the ministry of the gospel; the other, the ministry of the church, which is the mystery. 

    First, as to the ministry of the gospel. It is purely and entirely individual. On the other hand, that of the church is entirely corporate. Now if souls only go as far as the ministry of the gospel, they never reach the corporate thing at all. Christ is preached; the good tidings of salvation through His blood is proclaimed, all which Christ did for me. If I take David and Jonathan as an illustration of it, I find that Jonathan has received a most wonderful benefit. from the hand of David. He was in a state of fear until he saw the head of Goliath in the hand of David; but then he enjoys his saviour David, who has removed the cause of his fear. He is now set in the state of David. Davids victory is his victory. To all intents and purposes he is as David. In type, As he is, so are we in this world (1 John 4:17)  surely a state which cannot be surpassed. 

    Now I believe, and I speak it anxiously, that there is a lack in the way in which the gospel is preached. I delight at the way in which God blesses souls, but I feel that it is more the Goliath side that is known, than the David side, if I might so say. 

    Now Gods thought is to set up a soul in a divine contrast to the misery in the spot of his misery. Nothing can satisfy the heart of God, but that the soul shall be set up to His own satisfaction in the spot where it was in utmost misery. No language can convey it, no human tongue can tell it; but nothing can satisfy the heart of my Father in heaven but that I should be here, in this scene where everything tells the tale of my departure and distance from Him, in the very joy and blessing in which He is Himself. 

    Souls often understand grace without understanding love. I must say one word about love. Love delights in its object, and it must remove everything that bars it from its object. Now love as to natural beings goes out to what we call its ideal. God too has His standard. He cannot find it in us, but we read that we shall be conformed to the image of his Son. (Romans 8:29) So that now we can say with the apostle As he is, so are we in this world. (1 John 4:17) 

    But souls are not ready to go on to the immensity that is involved in the doctrine of the body of Christ, of the mystery, because they are not clear about the first ministry, that of the gospel. There is not a particle of relationship between Jonathan and David; there never was, though David was his saviour; there is no mystery there, therefore all we can learn in them is only the ministry of the gospel; there is not a shadow of anything more. 

    But in the gospel God has not only saved us from our fear, but He has placed us in power and blessedness in the very spot of our misery. See how He addresses the woman of Samaria. Does He say, When you get to heaven it will be all right with you? No! but here in Samaria! Here you shall have a new character; here you shall go on in another way; here you shall be a new kind of person altogether; here you shall never thirst; here is the place in which he that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (John 7:38) The Lord Himself was so delighted with the Fathers work that He had done for this poor woman that when His disciples brought Him meat He could not eat. 

    Again, in Mark, we find Him as the perfect servant. Is it an unclean spirit? is it a fever? is it the leper? is it the palsy? He can relieve the human family of everything that afflicts it. But in chapter 5, it is something more. He says: I will not only relieve this poor man of his sufferings, but I will bring him out in a new way in the very spot of his sufferings. Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee. (Mark 5:19) And he departed and did so, and all marvelled. I just mention these two cases that we may have a more magnificent idea of the ministry of the gospel. 

    Now as to the other ministry, that of the church, of the mystery, Paul says he speaks of that according to the dispensation of God (Colossians 1:25) which was given to him. The first thing about it is, that it was a secret, a mystery from the beginning of the world. Yet all the way through the Old Testament there were glimpses of it. Just as the father of a family, who has a secret that he is bound not to disclose, yet now and then cannot help giving a hint of it, so at different times, all through the Old Testament, we get glimpses of the mystery. No sooner was creation completed than Adam and Eve foreshadowed it. Then Abraham sent for a bride for his son across the desert. Next we find Joseph, and Asenath united to him in his rejection and separation from his brethren. Then Moses with a bride in Midian. And then David and Abigail. And when the Lord Himself was upon earth, He gave many hints of the same. He could tell of the man seeking goodly pearls, and finding a pearl of great price. Is that your idea of the church? Have you the thought that there is something so lovely on earth that a pearl of great price is a picture of it? Do you go about the world with the feeling that, in the midst of all this evil, and tumult, and upheaving, there is something so precious to the heart of God in it? You answer, Yes. Then you believe in the mystery. 

    But I have not told you what it is. I turn to Matthew 22:44 where it is written: The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand till I make thine enemies thy footstool. But there is nothing about the mystery there, you say. No, nothing; but still there is a great point in it, which if you do not understand you will never understand the mystery. It is that Christ has been rejected from the earth. 

    There was one thing that Satan was always set against, and that was Christ being upon the earth. No sooner was He born into this world, than the king of the Jews commanded all the infants under two years of age to be slain, in order that Gods Son might be swept off the face of the earth. And eventually, Jew and gentile united to put Him to death. 

    Thus they turned Him out of the earth; and God says to Him: Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. (Matthew 22:44) Mark the opposition to Him. They will not have Him here! Now turn to Acts 7: 55, and read the words for yourselves to get the power of them into your souls. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. (Acts 7:55) That is all I want now. The believer on earth sees his Saviour in heaven! God grant that every one of us may see Him there too! 

    Now what did the Jews do to Stephen, for saying this? They killed him for it. Peter had proposed to them that Christ should come back to them, but they will not have Him. And now, the rejection being a completed thing, Christ having been rejected both on earth and from heaven, comes the time for divulging the secret. 

    And what is it? That though Christ Himself has been rejected, His body is on earth. That is the secret! Would you not feel differently about everything if you believed it? 

    We never get it described until now. We find it first in Acts 9:4 Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? It is not belonging to Me, or part of Me, but Me. In that little word is conveyed the fact that Christ is here. If a man struck me on the foot, I should not say, He has struck my foot, but, He has struck me. 

    But this is a subject that is sure to be opposed. People cannot bear the fact that the body of Christ is here. They will stand anything else, but they will not hear of this. 

    In the epistle to the Ephesians Paul speaks of it as a great mystery, and turns to Eve to illustrate it, for she was taken out of Man; (Genesis 2:23) in like manner we are members of his body. (Ephesians 5:30) Thus the secret is divulged, and I pray you to get hold of it  this fact that the pearl is here, that the treasure is hidden in the field; and that this is Christs one delight on earth, His one interest. 

    Now let us turn to 1 Corinthians 12, to see how this body is constructed. We read: For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptised into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:12 - 13) This is how it is formed. 

    But I must here dwell for a moment on the fact that no one can understand the formation of the church unless he believes that the Holy Spirit is here residing on the earth, in the house of God. I do not think that people generally believe this, though they believe that the Holy Spirit is dwelling in believers individually. Now in Acts 2 we read that on the day of Pentecost He first filled the house where they were sitting, then He filled all those who were there also. When He had thus filled those who were sitting there, the house was not any the less filled, was it? Certainly not. It is the Holy Spirit who has come down from heaven who baptises all the members into one body. And it is just as easy for Him to connect a saint in Australia with me, as the one sitting next to me. You will never comprehend the formation of a body unless you believe in the ubiquity of the Spirit. 

    In reading Psalm 139, we find these two subjects in connection: Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. (Psalm 139:7 - 10) We also have the formation of a body  these two subjects together, though not referring to the church. 

    There is therefore evidently no geographical limit to the Spirit of God. It is no difficulty to the Holy Spirit to bind souls together, however remote from one another. Hence if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. (1 Corinthians 12:26) For instance, a man hurts his finger, and at once he stops walking and looks at it. He might as well have gone on walking, for his feet were not hurt. No, he says, but my finger is, and I cannot go on. But, you argue, I cannot act to a brother in Australia as l can to one near to me. True; and therefore in Romans and Ephesians, where the brother near you is spoken of, he is called your neighbour. The man in Australia cannot be your neighbour, but he is none the less your brother. 

    Now Satan sought to extirpate Christ from the earth; but in the very place from whence He has been rejected are now found multitudes of saints to represent Him, baptised into one body by the Holy Spirit. Romanism has sought to give an exhibition of this unity by insisting on a liturgy which shall be the same and in one form and the same language all over the world. This was the work of the natural mind certainly; but there is no greater enemy to the church of God than the natural mind. So we find in Revelation that the direst enemy of Christ is that which is professedly the church of God. 

    The Holy Spirit has two actions, upon earth. One is. He comforts the saints; the other is. He stands for Christ. And many know Him as the Comforter who know nothing of Him as the One who shall testify of me. (John 15:26) 

    If we turn now to Ephesians 2, we find a point of immense interest. Many a one who accepts the truth that we are bound together is not dear as to what is bound together. It certainly is not the bad thing in us. It. is the good thing that is bound together; it is the new nature which we have received from God. Through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. (Ephesians 2:18) The Jew in nature is done with, and the gentile is done with; but He makes of both one new man, and all are united together, and to Christ the Head. The special position of the church through all eternity will be that it is united to Christ. In chapter 5, we read, No man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church; for we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. And this, he adds, is a great mystery. (Ephesians 5:29 - 30) 

    This is the whole point: not only has Christ done the greatest work for me, but He has put me also in the closest relationship to Himself. He is my Head. I cannot, then, use my own head; the blunders we make are all from using our own heads instead of following His guidance. As to the nature of the union the marriage tie falls short; it is a relationship that all types fall short of. I can only say that Scripture states it, and so I believe it. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid in it. My hand writes something; you ask, How did you get that? I answer, From my head. What a wonderful thing it would be if we could say of everything we did, I got that from Christ; He alone is my Head. 

    I do not believe we have the least conception of what a wonderful place we are set in; rivers of water flowing from us; not getting anything from this poor world, but, on the contrary, contributing to it (this individually), while corporately I participate in the wisdom, grace and glory of that blessed One who has brought me into this place on earth; for the glory of our corporate position is that what belongs to the Head belongs to each one of the members. As an individual I never enjoy anything until I have practical possession of it. But as a member of Christs body, I can say I have a place in heaven. I may not be enjoying it, but still I have it. 

    If we turn to 1 Kings 10, we find a scripture which explains this. You remember that the queen of Sheba came all the way from her country to see king Solomon; and when she beheld all his riches, and glory, and magnificence, there was no more spirit in her. (1 Kings 10:5) Now I turn to this passage merely by way of contrast; and I ask what is the difference between the churchs relation to Christ, and the queen of Shebas relation to Solomon? The queen of Sheba was there only as a spectator; she was so entranced with all she saw that there was no more spirit left in her. But does that convey to us the churchs position? No; the church is a participator, not a spectator. If the queen of Sheba could have understood that she was allied to Solomon as closely as his own body to his head, do you think she would ever have gone away from Jerusalem? Certainly not. 

    Thus I get a test by which to discover whether a person really knows the mystery. If they know what it is to be members of the body of Christ, they are satisfied with nothing short of Christs place. The church can have no other place but where Christ is. A person sees the mystery if he sees that he can have his joys, his pleasures, in no other place but where the Head is. God has made us complete in Him who is the head of all principality and power. 

    So that in dealing with a soul I first seek to portray to him the greatness of Gods grace in putting a sinner in a place of freedom from all fear, of salvation from his enemy; and, when he is clear as to that, I tell him that he is a member of the body of Christ. He thus not only rejoices in His work, but he participates in all that He is. 

    One word more. Practice corroborates even a divine theory; therefore, if what I have stated is the truth, the practice will confirm it. Now we find the practice in chapter 3. First, we are to set our minds on things above, not on things on the earth. (Colossians 3:2) It does not say in the world, many a man is earthly who is not worldly. The earth is in contrast to heaven; the world, to the Father. And then we read farther on, Christ is all and In all. (Colossians 3:11) Christ is all, He is everything; it does not leave room for anything else. Then, I say, this truth as to the mystery would affect my life in everything. For instance I might write a letter rather sharply, and then ask myself, Would the Lord write that letter? If not, then do not send it. We have a Head in heaven, who would use us just as we use our hand. 

    Lastly: .Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. (Colossians 3:17) I believe that is the testimony  to do everything in His name. Nothing ought to be more delightful to us. Just as any affectionate husband or wife would say, You need not tell me to do such or such a thing; I delight to. Do everything in His name: our furniture, our dress, no matter what it is. I am delighted that He has not imposed anything less upon me. I know that nothing can carry such virtue and blessedness with it as doing everything in His name. 

    I can only add, that I do not know anything that has had a more vivifying effect on my own heart than the fact that the Lord has an object of delight and interest and love upon this earth, and that He has called us to share His interest and delight and joy in it. 

  
    CHRIST, THE HEAD (JBS 5)

    Colossians 2: 19

    I desire to bring before you this evening, beloved friends, that part of the mystery which is the Head - that which all comes from; and here it speaks of the individual, not the whole church. There is one Head for all the saints on the face of the earth. The mere thought of it is a magnificent idea; but how much greater when we come to understand the privileges and responsibilities of it. 

    The apostle was writing on purpose to lead the Colossian saints into a knowledge of the Head. It was not that they did not know the theory. I have come to the conclusion that a great many saints understand the unity of the body, but do not understand what it is to have Christ as Head. People like the idea that we are all one. There is not the same opposition to that. If a person wants to have easy times, I say, do not touch the higher branches. The nearer you get to what is Gods line, the more you will be opposed, but the more you will be maintained. You will have better times divinely, but worse times humanly. 

    The first thing I turn to is to look at the epistle itself. There was only one truth that could preserve the Colossians from an impending snare. I do not think that they had actually fallen, but they were in danger. Now every truth has a speciality. I mean, that special truth alone can correct that special failing, that moral malady. I do not think the Lord cured any two diseases in the same way. He put His hand upon one, touched another, and so on. People say, Oh, this or that truth is not important. That truth is important, because that truth alone can correct an error you are sure to fall into if you do not have it. 

    The Colossians were in danger. The apostle now brings before them the only truth that would preserve them from the impending danger. I turn to chapter 1: 4 - Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, etc. It is very exemplary. Could it be said of us? It is not faith in God, but what the Lord presents in John 14, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as a Man in heaven. For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven. That is the first thing. In the gospel you are connected with heaven. The difference between the gospel and the church is this in the gospel you get the title to heaven - Christs death entitles me to it; in the church I am seated as a member of Christs body in the heavenly places. I do not believe it is possible for any believer to be at rest as to his acceptance until he has found a place suited to God. The first question to Adam was, Where art thou? You that were driven out of the paradise of God, have you found a new place with God? Well, you say, what has all this to do with it? It has an immense deal to do with it. If you do not take heavenly ground you will not understand the Head. I could point to some very learned men who have not understood the Head, though they have written and spoken about Colossians. You cannot get hold of the Head in a poor scene like this. You must keep to the hope which is laid up for you in heaven. 

    The first section runs down to the end of verse 14, to the forgiveness of sins - from the highest point to the lowest. 

    The next section is from verse 15 - who is image of the invisible God - to in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. Now I ask you to ponder it. Is that your Head? He is describing what the greatness of the Person is. Still you have not reached it yet. 

    The next section is from verse 20 to the end of the chapter. That is taken up with how it is all done. 

    Heaven is the hope of the gospel; the coming of the Lord is the hope of the church. There are two ministries the ministry of the gospel, which is to everybody, and the ministry of the church, which is only to those who are called in. The one is unlimited, the other is limited. The two were combined in the apostle Paul. The Colossians understood the ministry of the gospel. A very young believer can understand the assembly. He may not understand the mystery, still he can understand the house of God. No doubt the Colossians were a very nice assembly, but they were not walking in faith. 

    Now I turn to chapter 2. The section there runs down to verse 10. There is a great conflict because there is great opposition. A man need not exert a great deal of power to kill a fly. The apostle says, For I would have you know what combat I have for you... to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. Let a person talk about the advancement of man; I will show you an advancement you will not be able to compass. I speak of a christian, if he knew the mystery. A great many would say, What is the mystery? It is only the initiated who can understand the mystery. 

    But what is the danger? I turn to verse 8 - Beware lest any man spoil you, etc. A man must first get restful about his soul before he can get into the Colossian snare. Tradition of men - that is Judaism; the rudiments of the world - philosophy. Now what is the simple object of all this? It is one of the most specious intrusions of the flesh that can be conceived. It worked out into popery. You say, We are very far from Romanism. There is nothing in the world you are so near. Timothy was at Ephesus when Paul wrote to him. He warned him of Romanism in 1 Timothy 4 and of radicalism in chapter 6. If there ever was a centre for the christian, it ought to have been Ephesus. Ephesus is the first in the history of downfalls. I do not think people are aware of the solemnity of the snare. I see it creep in amongst us. As soon are you are settled about your soul, then this snare is at your door. It is this the flesh proposes to help christianity. You hear it commonly said, God would like a little help. You cannot find fault with a little help. How could I take help when I am complete? Ye are complete in him. But would not science and education or religiousness help you? They would not. People even try to impose on others by the sanctity of their dress, or by sanctimonious looks. It is the most desperate snare. The Corinthians said, We are converted now; we will enjoy ourselves in the world. How shocking to every godly person! The Galatians thought they would improve the flesh by bringing in law. Oh, but you say, I would not do either the Corinthian or the Galatian. Take care of the Colossian. If I were eloquent and could say some fine-sounding things - that is Colossian. Have you never heard of revivalism and all the people singing very loud to make a great impression? I see the Colossian coming up very often. You want to help the Spirit of God. Paul, who was the most accomplished of men, when he came down from heaven, was a reduced man. Satan was delighted that he was allowed to cripple him. God says, I can make a poor stuttering worm of more effect than all your splendid speakers. We look for something sensational - producing effect. I believe nothing has reduced us in power so much on this earth as the way we have tampered with the word, even in preaching the gospel. Nothing of the world that rejected Christ can support His cause. 

    But you have not got to the Head yet. At verse 11 a new clause begins, down to the end of the chapter. The last section ended with, ye are complete in him. Now what about the old? The most absolute statement in all scripture, as far as I am aware, is here, that the old man is cut away in the cross, never to be resumed. I can understand a pious man copying out of the original and pausing - That could not mean that the old man is absolutely cut off - so he stuck in the word sins. But it is the body of the flesh. Upon the earth you are buried. For what purpose? There is no status for that man here. The only status you can have is in the resurrection. I compare it to a man who has emigrated with some friends, but he is rather doubtful about his friends. As soon as they reach the shore he turns round and says, We have reached our destination; now burn the ships, that no one may go back. You say, You are bringing me to a strange place. I say I am bringing you to a very grand place. See verse 20 - dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. You are over Jordan. The gospel puts me over Jordan, but I have another thing to learn - possession. I do not think you come to actual possession at all in Colossians. They (Israel) had not possession until after the overthrow of Jericho. We do not fight for possession - we fight to keep it. When a person has possession, I do not doubt that he knows what the shout is. I mean, a peculiar sense of enjoyment that this is my place. I believe Colossians 3 answers to Gilgal. 

    In chapter 3: 11 you touch the Head, but not until then. It is a wonderful thing to have lost my head and to get another Head. The way this truth was revived was this: a brother woke up one morning saying, Well, I have got a Head in heaven. He worked from that. If I have a Head there, other christians have one, and if there is only one Head there is only one body. I think we were better up in Ephesians formerly. If you looked at a brothers Bible you might be sure that Ephesians was well worked. You may be well up in Ephesians but not in Colossians. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth. Heaven is the point. It is not whether a thing is good or bad. Is it of the earth? There is no harm in a flower; but if you are occupied with it you are occupied with a thing that is earthly. Talk of your beautiful views and beautiful flowers - if you had your mind in heaven you would look at them and sigh, and say, My sin will cause all this to be burned. Paul never speaks of burning - he speaks of the new place. A captain of a ship says to the passengers, You must all go out of the ship. Then the lieutenant comes and says, Friends, you had better get to shore - the ship is on fire. That is Peters side. The Captain advises you to go - Peter points out that the whole thing is on fire. He skips the millennium. I am transferred from earth to heaven. You stick to it. It is your new place. Until you get a new place you are an exile. You may be forgiven, but you are not a happy man, because you have not got a new place. And your life is bid. I often think, if my life is in heaven, there must be a good bit of me there anyhow. Mortify therefore your members - you must drop everything of the old. It is actual mortification - no life in it. Mortify ... your members - that is will in every shape and form. Habits too - put off all these. It is important for the soul to understand the difference between Marah and Gilgal. Marah is what you get in 1 Peter 4 - Arm yourselves ... with the same mind. I would like to take that; I do not take it - that is Marah. Gilgal is that you have rolled the whole thing off, like Elisha when he took off his clothes and tore them into pieces. A country youth enlists in the army; he comes to the barracks gate. Yes, you can come in, but you will have to change your dress, your manner, your step, your life. You will be manufactured into a new article. He dropped the old thing and he put on the new thing. Where there is neither Greek nor Jew... but Christ is all, and in all. The intellectual man, the religious man - all are gone. There is no man in that spot. The blind man in John 9 was in the solitude of darkness. Did you ever hear of the solitude of light? He was outside of every man. The religious circle, the domestic circle - he was outside of it all. At one time I could see nobody, and now nobody will see me. But Jesus found him in that place. Did you ever reach it, beloved friends? My impression is that it is the day after the passover. You touch the old corn of the land. When you are in the restfulness of the accomplished work of the Lord, then comes the practice that flows from a person who has found the Head. How simple and beautiful it would be to see, if we had the consciousness that we have reached a spot where there is no man to compete. Christ is everything. You are lost in the delight of it. People talk of division; do you think there would ever have been division if there had been faith in the Head? What is good for one company is good for every company. The Head settled it. The danger amongst us is that we should get into a republic. There never was anything so autocratic as the church of God. I have to consult Him. 

    The Lord grant that we may not merely listen attentively to this truth, but that in waiting before Him our hearts may learn something of the magnitude of it. 

  
    WHERE IS HE? (JBS 5)

    Matthew 14: 26 - 29; Colossians 2: 10, 11; Colossians 3: 1 - 11

    When one has learned what Christ has effected for us on this earth, and is living in the enjoyment of what He has accomplished, enjoying the fulness of it now, and can say, As he is, so are we in this world, having learned what it is to be on resurrection ground; the first great question is, Where is He? Having learned the greatness of His love, that question must arise. I would be very glad if that little word where was written on every one of your hearts here tonight. That was the word on Mary Magdalenes heart - Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. I do not doubt that all of you, being well taught in the Scriptures, could answer as to where He is, but have you gone through it in your heart, being first settled in that peace that you - can joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the reconciliation? Romans does not go further, except where it speaks of counsel (chapter 8), where it says, Whom he justified, them he also glorified; but having peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, that question comes, Where is He? - because I have to do with a Person now, and I want to know where He is. Someone will answer, Oh! He is in heaven. Yes; and now I have another question to ask you: 

    Would you like to join Him? That is question number 2; that is the difficulty; that is where we are all more or less at a standstill. One feels how little one has the affection that would make us long to join Him. Then question number 3: Have you the power to join Him? I do not think anyone finds out that they have the power until they have the longing desire to go. What I desire to see is the doctrine wrought by the Spirit of God in the soul; many a one knows the doctrine that he is united to Christ who does not know in his soul what union with Christ is. You must have the desire to join Him before you find out that you have the power. But how can you join Him? He is in heaven - you are on earth; it is not like Rebekah going from one place to another, you cannot join Christ unless you have crossed Jordan. Many a one thinks that Jordan is his death-bed. It is not; it is that I have died with Christ, I have left what belongs to material life, to enter upon a new order of life. As another has expressed it, I am in an out-of-the-world condition of things. If I have real affection for Him, I am ready to join Him. 

    In the gospel of John you get that the Fathers house is your home, and you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. In one sense you could not get higher than being a son in the Fathers house; in the church you are united to Christ, but would you like to join Him where He is? If you are attached to Him you would. Few understand what love is; there is a great deal of talk about it. What do you call love? Is it when one seeks to please you in everything, anticipating your wants and wishes? Gods love has one thought about me - to make me suited to Himself. I have a way of testing love; love takes an interest in me; it is not what one gives me - that might be mere benevolence - but what I find very rare is one taking a divine interest in me. Are you looking for the affection of christians? You will not get it, because you are going the wrong way for it; you are seeking to make yourself an object of consideration. I say to a parent, Seek the interests of that child, and you are sure to win his heart. If you take an interest in a person you are sure to pray for that person (that is the proof of it); it is easy to do what you could for him, but the point is, you take an interest in him. Christ loved the church. His love has one thought or purpose about me - that I should be like Him, suitable to Him, morally conformed to His image now. He would like me to be with Him and suitable to Him. Peter left all to have His company, and so the hymn says: 

    Whose love is as great as His power,
And knows neither measure nor end. (23:1)
 

    If you are really attached to the Lord you will want to join Him. I do not think you get the power in Colossians that you get in Ephesians. The first sense of union you get in Colossians 1: 18: And he is the head of the body, the church. 

    Turn now to Matthew 14: 28 for an illustration of one who wanted to join Him. Peter saw the Lord walking on the water. The Lord here is educating the disciples for the assembly - He is taking the place of supremacy. When I come into the assembly I come into a place where the Lord is supreme, not occupied with this or that gifted brother, but into the presence of the Lord of glory. The thing that marks me is, I am going to meet the Lord, to listen to Him - the greater than Moses, the greater than Aaron. He is supreme; see Him in the storm, in the most trying circumstances, superior to it all in divine tranquillity. He is above it all, above the winds and waves (Satans power), and the vessel is tossed on the sea; He is not in the ship, and Peter would like to join Him. Have you considered the circumstances? Peter was in the ship, and outside were the raging elements, the winds and waves, and he said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. Some of the old commentators say that the water was solidified; if so, how could Peter sink? It illustrates an out-of-the-world condition of things. Have you that affection for Him which would join Him outside everything here? He next finds that to join Him he must leave the ship - that which suits the natural man - and he takes his place on the water, which is detrimental to man; man had no place there. One was Jordan, the other was Gilgal. Leaving the ship was Jordan; leaving everything that would suit natural life to pass into another order of things, that was Gilgal. 

    Now the apostle is trying to get the Colossians to know the mystery; they were a nice company of saints, but they had not learned the mystery. Some tell us that we must go back to what the assembly was in Acts 2. I need not tell you that is wrong. Many a pious man is in the dispensation of the Lords prayer; he may love God truly and yet not take resurrection ground. No doubt Jacob wanted to get back to the times of Noah. The lack is, you are not in the dispensation God has set up. His interests, all the resources of God, are there; it is like being in the trade winds. Now I come back again to this interesting company, the Colossians. The apostle was afraid they would be carried away by ritualism or rationalism, that is, as though mind and body could contribute to Christ. He says, I would have you know what combat I have for you ... that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. They had received the gospel, and the apostle could speak of their faith in Christ Jesus and love which they had to all the saints, but they had not got the mystery. It is not what you get in Ephesians; there it is union of Jew and gentile, of twain making one new man; but in Colossians 1: 18, He is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things. That is the first sense I get of union. I am united to Him, but what is the good of being anything if I do not know it? You cannot be descriptive of it until you are it; then it comes out as a part of your being. It was not that the apostle had this conflict because they had fallen into the snare, but to prevent them doing so: lest any man should beguile you with enticing words, and lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit. 

    Two things are necessary to be known to understand the mystery: the first is in Colossians 2: 10, and the second in Colossians 2: 11; and then risen with Christ in chapter 3. And ye are complete in him; who is the head of all principality and authority (Colossians 2: 10). If you really understand this, if your affections are true to Him, you would not tolerate any addition to Christ; everything you want is there, and you are complete in Him. It is not that He has removed everything, but you are complete in Him. That is a wonderful thing. And the apostle says, Meditate upon these things. People listen and read, and I know not what else, and do not meditate on these things. 

    Then verse 11: In whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ. The whole thing of the old order is swept away; it is not merely as Paul puts it in Romans 6: Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with him. Here you are cut off; it is no longer a part of yourself. In our version it is putting off the body of the sins of the flesh. You can understand a pious copyist putting in the word sins, not being able to take in the whole idea, putting off of the body of the flesh. If that is true, he might say, all my religiousness is not worth a farthing, all my abstinence and my devotedness are no use. It is the whole thing gone in the cross. 

    In verse 10 I am complete in Christ; in verse 11 the body of the flesh is gone, gone in the circumcision of Christ, that is Gilgal. I would press upon you these two things: one is that you are complete in Christ; 

    the other is that everything is cut off in the circumcision of Christ. If you really are complete in Christ, you do not go outside of Christ for anything; it is not only that He is chief, but He is everything: that is the doctrine, and if you are cut off in the cross, then you are a dead man. If you do not get these two points you cannot understand the mystery. Now comes out the question, Are you risen? If you tell me that you have a true desire to join the Lord you will rejoice that you are risen with Him. How could I be dead with Him and not risen with Him? If I have real affection for Him I shall want to have made true in me what is true of me. I shall want to join Him in spirit now, I would like to join Him now. In the gospel you get to Him when you die, but in the church you are now brought to the place where He is, because you are united to Him. 

    And see! the Spirits power
Has oped the heavenly door,
Has brought me to that favoured hour
When toil shall all be oer. (74:5)
 

    I can join Him now and enter into the fact that He is my Head. 

    If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above. You are in His life, you are outside yourself. You have now come on to new ground, you get to the Person, you enter on His life; you must learn the great reality of being outside all else with Him. Anyone who has heard of ascents in a balloon will understand how one loses the senses of hearing, feeling, etc. - that is an illustration of it; but the failure in that illustration is that you have lost the old ones and have not got the new. In the life of Christ I am outside all the old senses, but I have got the new. Many a christian I know has the desire to be over Jordan, but has not really accepted it. I ask the devoted soul, Do you want anything but the Lord? 

    and he may reply truly that he does not; but that same person the next day may lose some earthly thing - a canary, or a little dog - and make a great to-do about it. He has not accepted Jordan. If he had he would not be surprised at anything here. I want to know where He is. The disciples in John 1 said, Master, where dwellest thou? and He said, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day. Once you get the word where in your heart you have a great thing. You then seek the things that are above; you set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth. 

    Now I find the contrast between heaven and earth. I cannot put them together. James is very severe and says, earthly, sensual, devilish. When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory. We have life in the One who is on the new ground. Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth. I come now to Gilgal. That is what I call practice, it is difficult to explain; nothing is so difficult as to explain a road to a man who has never been on it. Here the road is Gilgal - that is, there is no quarter given to the flesh. I can compare it to nothing better than to Elisha rending his clothes when he saw Elijah taken up. In Romans we get, Make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof; that is Marah. But what we get here is, put it off, both lusts and habits; all is to go in one sweep; it is done for me - gone in the circumcision of Christ. I am now carrying out in myself what has been practically effected for me in the cross. I am not trying to do it myself. I have known some pious people make a great failure, measuring everything by their own moral death. The actual measure is Christs death; it is not, How far have I advanced? - it is all done for you; but the point is, how far are you carrying it out? It is not merely being saved here, but I want to join the One who has saved me - my heart is set upon joining Him. I have to get to the One in whom I am complete, and I am glad to be clear of everything else. 

    Now I must turn to chapter 3: 10. You are outside it all, where there is no place at all for men. You have put on the new man; you are on new ground; and now when you come to verse 11, there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything, and in all. There is no man of any kind at all - no man here but Jesus. I learn that He is my source and my Head. I derive everything from Him. He is the One to direct, legislate, counsel and dictate to me. He is the Head to the individual - it is not collective, it is singular number - He is my Head as well as yours. What He leads me to do is in correspondence to what He leads you to do - there is no clashing. It is a wonderful thing. The great favour to us is, it is like telling us the road we must travel. The question is, where are our hearts? Are you so attached to the Lord that you would like Him to be in that wonderful place to you as Head? In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. If I knew Him as my Head I would turn to Him for everything. What do you say? Christ is my Head? Then that necessarily implies I have lost my own. It is a very difficult thing to explain to one who does not know it. I know what an amazing thing it would be for one to say, I got that from the Head; it is not credit to myself; I got it from having His direction. If you are led by Him to give out a hymn, every spiritual person present would know that it came from the Head. I do trust every one here will understand it; some are well-informed, but I do not think they have the slightest taste of the blessedness of it. 

    The great lack amongst us is attachment of heart to Christ. There are three questions for our hearts: 

    (1) Where is He? 

    (2) Would you like to join Him? 

    (3) Have you the power to join Him? 

    Peter had not the power. The great advantage Peter had over us was his affection for Christ; that is the great lack with us. It is a beautiful fact that when parent birds want to teach the young ones to fly, they cannot tell them they have wings, but they go about a foot above them, and the young birds, having the affection, find out they have the power, and they come. There is not a christian here tonight who, if he but had the affection, would not find that he has the power to join Christ where He is. 

  
    CHRIST KNOWN AS HEAD (JBS 6)

    Colossians 2: 1 - 11

    JBSWe have come as far as the assembly where the Spirit leads according to Acts 2. Tonight we go on another step. 

    The Colossians were a nice company. The apostle could speak of their faith and love, and he prays for them on account of the hope which was laid up for them in heaven (chapter 1: 4, 5); yet they did not know the mystery. It is very important to understand how far you may go without knowing the mystery. The great point in the mystery brought out in this epistle is that Christ is the Head. It is not that they had never heard of the mystery but they did not have it in power. Therefore the second chapter opens with, I would have you know what combat I have for you. A combat supposes a great opposition. Even the apostle was in prison. 

    Remember the Colossians were in what we would call a nice state. The apostle could rejoice in beholding their order and the steadfastness of their faith in Christ (chapter 2: 5). But they did not know the mystery and it was important for them to know it because it was the great and only preservative from the snare to which they were exposed at the time, and with which christendom has been caught. That snare is that by mans mind and religiousness you could .help on the service of Christ by what is called tradition - the rudiments of the world - and philosophy, or, in theological language, ritualism and rationalism. One is making mans body and the other making mans mind contribute to Christs service. That was the impending danger at this time and I need not say that it is what has overrun christendom. No one would be appointed a minister of the gospel in christendom if he had not these two qualifications - that he was a religious man and that he was a learned man. 

    The snare was different from that at Corinth or among the Galatians, because the idea was to make mans mind contribute as it were to Christ and to His service. The Corinthians were full of their own mind but it was all for themselves, not for Christs service, and the Galatians were full of law but it was to correct themselves, not to contribute to the service of Christ. But everyone knows what is rampant now in christendom, ritualism on the one hand and rationalism on the other. The one has to do with religiousness and the other with mans mind. Now nothing can save you from ritualism or rationalism but the knowledge of the Head. Many may think they are safe from this influence but it is uncommonly subtle, and a person may very easily be taken with the idea that by certain religious attitudes, or gestures, or some bodily effort, he can help on the work of Christ; on the contrary, he will hinder it. 

    WKWhen you speak of rationalism and ritualism you do not intend to convey to us any definite systems with those titles? 

    JBSThat is the shape these things have assumed in christendom which are called in Colossians tradition and the elements of the world. And that is the reason why we need this epistle. We might have gone from Romans to Ephesians but we are all so leavened with this snare that we have to learn Colossians before we can apprehend Ephesians. 

    AGWould you say that the national churches have gone into ritualism and the Dissenters into rationalism? 

    JBSIt is more or less so, but everyone is affected by it. I said to a very intelligent brother lately, Do you not see the Colossian snare break out among us sometimes? Yes. One thinks by a sanctimonious manner or by saying something in a very eloquent way to help the service of Christ. He loses power by it. 

    WKThat may be found anywhere. 

    JBSYes; it is in the air and we are all liable to it. The only thing that will preserve you from it is the truth of the Head. 

    WKYou mean the enjoyed sense that you have the Head? 

    JBSNo doubt the Colossians knew there was a Head, but the thing is to have it in power, to understand it. 

    AGWould you say that anyone acting in natural piety or in the energy of the mind loses energy in the service of God? 

    JBSHe loses power. 

    JFHI would hardly say he loses power, for a person might not have got that length. 

    JBSWhat I meant was a person who knew what it was to be led by the Spirit of God in a measure but trying to improve on it by saying things in an eloquent way. He loses power. You will find that an eloquent discourse exhilarates you, but a spiritual discourse subdues you. You are charmed with an eloquent discourse and can talk about it to others; but the effect of a spiritual discourse is that it subdues you and you would like to be alone. 

    WKIt brings the sense of God to you. 

    JBSExactly. That is what we have in Psalm 73. The first impression when a soul is before God is the greatness of His presence. 

    WKAnd that is why you are subdued? 

    JBSYes. 

    AGNo flesh should glory in his presence. 

    JBSNothing can be more subtle than this snare. A person might say, Could I not use my mind, could I not use my religiousness, or could I not put on a sanctimonious manner? You will lose power if you do. Do you want me to have an indifferent manner? I want you to have the manner which the Spirit of God would give you. People say, It is only manner, but remember manner is indicative of what is your power. The ritualistic effort is to make the outward appearance a help to Christs service. The true thing is to have a body of light but you remember when the Lord spoke of this: As he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine with him, as much as to say, That is exactly my doctrine. No, says the Lord, You cleanse the outside of the cup and platter, I begin within. 

    WKThen it is still the question of which power, human or divine? 

    JBSYes, quite so. But then you see what a difference there is. We have got as far as the assembly formed by the Spirit; what we have to learn now is that Christ is the Head. It is easy to say I see it in Scripture, but you have no power in speaking of what you merely see in Scripture, your power is in speaking of what you know. It is not only that I am in the presence of the Lord of glory and I am looking to Him to speak, as I might say, in faith, but that I am directed by Him. I have lost my own mind, my own head, and have another. It is not like the head of a family, or the head of a firm, but it is as if every christian in this room had lost his head and all had got the same Head. In my acquaintance there is nothing so little known as this, except union; and certainly if you do not know the Head you will not know union. 

    WAWDo you not think that what we had last night would preserve us from this snare? 

    JBSNo. They did not learn the Head in Acts 2 nor is it made known all through the book of Acts. They were gathered together by the Spirit of God to be led and acted on by the Spirit of God without any appointed ministry but the knowledge of the Head was not revealed. As far as I see, while there are many companies, thank God, gathered to the Lord Jesus Christ and really waiting for the leading of the Spirit of God, where is there a company that is directed by the Head? I think it would be a wonderful thing if you were directed by the Head. If I go to the Catholic he will tell me the pope is the head; if I go to the national church the sovereign of the country is head; but I come to real devoted christians who are separated from all that, and while they will tell you that Christ is the Head yet they look upon Him as the head of a family or of a firm. They would not have the pope or the sovereign or a man at all, but then what does the head mean? It really means this: here is a company of five hundred christians and they have all lost their heads and have now all got one Head. 

    TMGIs it one director? 

    JBSOne Head, one Source. You will find after-wards that the qualities come out: bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering, etc. Where do you get them? It is from the Head. First we have to know what the Head is, and next how we receive from the Head. He is Head, and we may know it and yet not be holding the Head. That is individual. We have all to learn it and to hold the Head individually. The first thing is to learn what it is, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

    WAWWhen you spoke a little while ago of being exhilarated by a discourse, did you mean that we were carried entirely out of ourselves? 

    JBSNo, I meant you were full of enjoyment. 

    WAWWell, I have often enjoyed you! 

    JBSWell, I would a great deal rather you had been subdued. I do not think a man is very much impressed when he is very buoyant, do you? 

    WKYour thought of exhilaration was not really spiritual joy? 

    JBSNo, you are mentally elated. 

    WKWhat is expressed in the Old Testament by drinking wine? 

    JBSYes, exactly. 

    AGHow has the church got into such a state as at present? 

    JBSBecause they do not know what it is to have a Head. You see here in Colossians how it was lost. A person could not understand union without the Head nor could he keep the unity of the Spirit without the knowledge of the Head. Now what we have to learn is how the Lord recovers a person. The first recovery of the truth sixty years ago was by a clergyman in a very isolated place waking up one morning and saying, I have a Head in heaven. That was the beginning. The recovery began with the Head, not the body. I am sure I have pondered it over and over and I cannot conceive anything greater than to get an idea of the Head. You may say it was a wonderful thing we had before us last evening, that we can be in the presence of the Lord of glory and that instead of being repulsed by His glory we are not only at home there but we are transformed into the same image. Now comes another thing: do you know that you are to get direction from that One, that He is your Head, and not only your own Head but the Head of the assembly? I know there is a great difficulty in explaining it. I think I could explain to myself what is the difference between a person waiting on the Spirit to speak in the assembly and one getting direction from the Head, but I do not know whether I could explain it to anyone else. I used to pray to the Lord to give me a subject for the assembly, then I saw that was not the thing. As Head the Lord directs you to a thing, not your own mind. A person often says, I had such a thing on my heart. That may be very true and the Spirit may help you about that, but it may be only for yourself. The Head gives direction at the moment. 

    WAWDirection about what the Spirit has already made yours? 

    JBSYou may know very little of it and you ought to have no preconception of it beforehand. 

    WAWBut it is yours. 

    JBSOf course you cannot go beyond what you know. 

    TMGYou may get more in giving it? 

    JBSNo doubt you often do. Sometimes I feel I know very little about this. Say what you do know, is the answer I get. It does not depend on how much you know or how you can express it, but on what is the Lords pleasure for His people at the moment. 

    WKYou are speaking now of getting the dictation of the Head. 

    JBSYes. 

    WAWRationalism you say is only prevented by knowing the Head. Why do you confine that to the assembly? 

    JBSI do not, but I say, If I am not right in the assembly I am not right myself. 

    WAKThen a person might have what we had before us last night and yet turn to rationalism? 

    JBSExactly so, and that is where the truth of the Head comes in. I cannot conceive anything greater than that I get direction from Christ Himself for the moment. 

    WKYou said, I think, that any preconceived idea of what you would minister would destroy the dictation? 

    JBSIt would. 

    TMGA servant of the Lord might go to a place and know nothing about the state or need of the people and yet if subject to the Head he would minister just what the Head would give for the time. 

    JBSQuite so. 

    WAWYes, but is it not important to see that it is his own; he does not get it by revelation at the moment? It is not something foreign to him. 

    JBSNo, but it is not merely something laid on your heart. I go back to my own experience. I had something on my heart. I thought, This is a good thing; I had faith about it and I looked to the Spirit to help me, and no doubt He did; but I do not call that dictation. 

    TMGI understood you to say that you might know very little about what the Lord would have you say, but is it not true that in speaking of it you get more? 

    JBSI have said it over and over again and I have had it confirmed by others that you get an expanse of truth in the assembly that you do not get anywhere else. 

    JFHYou spoke of looking to the Spirit to help you; I think brethren generally look to the Lord. 

    WKWith all respect I very much doubt if that is the case. While nominally it is the Lord you look to it really is the Spirit you are expecting to act. 

    JBSI think generally there is something on your heart and you are looking for an action of the Spirit. That leads to Quakerism; a sister might have a thing on her heart as well as a brother. 

    WKI suppose it is not merely the speaker that is to get an enlarged idea of the truth presented at the moment, but all? 

    JBSExactly. I believe all would get wonderful enlightenment, and they would say that it is from the Lord. 

    TMGIs it not true that a person might be in the enjoyment of something for himself and that that might be the very thing the Head would give at the time? 

    JBSIt might be so, but I think generally it is not so. Very often it is something you did not think of at all. 

    WK. The enjoyment of it for oneself is no guarantee that it is the thing for the assembly? 

    JBSNo, nor even what others would think was good. G.V.W. used to say that he knew the state of a meeting by what he was given to say. 

    QuesWould you say that no one should have things on his heart? 

    JBSOh, no, but that is no authority for giving those things out. I think when we come to see the truth of the Head we shall understand it better. There are two things in this chapter (Colossians 2) which you must learn before you can understand the Head. The first is in verse 10: Ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority. That is something to ponder. I think it is a very good thing to do, as a countryman once told me; I get a scripture, and I walk about the room thinking of it, and I get something from it though I hardly know what it is. How many of us have sat down for half an hour to think of that: I am complete in Him? You cannot add to what is complete. You need not bring in mind or body. The body is the Lords and He can use it as He pleases. The mind belongs to Him; you belong to Him. The first thing then is that you are complete in Him. If you accept that thoroughly you will be ready for the second thing which is in the next verse: In whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ. Observe it is not the sins of the flesh. Some pious monk in a very early age put in those words in the margin because he did not understand the verse. A man looking for religiousness to commend himself to Christ could understand putting off sins, but putting off the body of the flesh made his religion worth nothing. 

    WAWIf we learn the tenth verse is it the power for the eleventh? 

    JBSYes, if you have learnt the tenth you are prepared for the eleventh. You are first complete in Him and then the old thing is put away. The way I illustrate it is by an emigrant who had some friends with him of whom he was not very sure, and as soon as he landed he said, I think we had better burn the ship - so that they could not go back. It is not merely the old man crucified with Christ, it is put away, put off. I do not want anything of the flesh to help Christ for I am complete in Him already. 

    WKIt would be impossible of course to touch the eleventh verse if we had not the tenth? 

    JBSQuite so, and if you really accept the tenth you will find how easy the other is. 

    WKBecause if you are complete in Christ then, of course, you can do without the old thing. It is, in a sense, no pain to get rid of it because you want to get rid of it. 

    JBSThe flesh is the thing that makes the trouble and the thing that has to be set aside. You find the same principle in Romans: That the body of sin might be destroyed (Romans 6:6); and, Who shall deliver me out of this body of death? (Romans 7:24). It is the body of sin. 

    WKIt is not merely sins in detail? 

    JBSNo, it is the principle. 

    WKIt is ones natural life in point of fact? 

    JBSExactly, and it is there where the judgment rests. It is not merely that there must be an atonement for your sins, but sin is to be condemned, that order of being must go. That is the practical difficulty with souls: that that order of being must go. 

    WKAs being utterly contrary to God? 

    JBSYes. God said long ago, The end of all flesh is come before me (Genesis 6: 13). 

    WKAnd the point in this chapter is that the flesh in a religious form is no better than in a gross form? 

    JBSQuite so. Here it was being brought in to contribute to the service of Christ. 

    WKThat which was hateful to God. 

    JBSQuite so. Therefore lower down in the chapter we have died with Christ from the elements of the world. In Romans 6 we are only dead to sin; here we are dead to the world. 

    WKTo its elements; the least thing in it? 

    JBSIt is ABC, so to speak. 

    WKMany a one would refuse the world as a system who does not refuse the elementary principles of it. Many a one would refuse the world looked at in its glaring forms, who might have in his own heart the principles on which the world is built up. 

    JBSQuite so. If he had the least bit at all he would not be free of it. A person might be dead to sin but yet might not be holding the Head. If you are dead with Christ from the elements of the world you are over Jordan. 

    WAWIs this the result or have we to do this? 

    JBSThe Spirit of God brings you into this: you are over Jordan; you have died with Christ from the elements of the world. 

    WAWI could do nothing to get that? 

    JBSWell, we have had that ground long ago. 

    WAWOf course, it is not such an effort after all. 

    JBSI am not saying a word about effort, but it is a great trial. 

    WKIt is a very great trial, because it is parting company with yourself, and that is the greatest trial any man could have. 

    JBSStill, you have to take the step. I am outside this world; as another has said, In an out-of-the- world condition of things. I daresay many in this room would say, I do not know where you are going because you say you are not going to heaven and yet you are outside of everything here. That is Jordan. I can understand a person saying to me, That ground is outside ones senses. Yes it is. 

    TMGA dead man living on earth. 

    JBSRevisiting it. 

    WKIn a scene to which he does not belong and a system of things which is altogether contrary to him. 

    JBSYes, I find it easy enough to explain heaven and earth but very difficult to explain an out-of-the-world condition of things; that a man can be in the world and yet outside of it. I remember at a large reading J.N.D. asking, Where do you put Colossians? There are three things I think I said: Entering, possessing, dwelling. I would call it entering. No, he said, That will not do. I saw afterwards that it was preparing. 

    WKAs Joshua stood on the bank - it is resurrection. 

    JBSYou will find it very important if you want to understand the Head. You can never understand the Head until you have reached the spot where there is no human voice. 

    QuesI would like to ask one question about the direction of the Head and the leading of the Spirit. I understood always that if a person was led by the Spirit he would be sure to be directed by the Head? 

    JBSI say the Spirit could not lead to direction if you had no Head to direct. Where do you put Colossians? 

    TMGAnd yet they had the Spirit? 

    JBSYes, and the apostle could speak of their love in the Spirit. 

    JMI was thinking of Romans where the Spirit of God leads us into the things of God, revealing them to us. 

    JBSThat is for yourself. 

    WAWWhat was it you said about the human voice? 

    JBSYou reach a spot where there is no human voice. Wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything, and in all (Colossians 3: 11). Let anyone in this room tell me, if he reached by the Spirit of God a spot where he was free of every human voice, where he had to do with Christ and Christ was everything - if he touched it but for a moment - could he ever forget it? 

    WAWDoes the Spirit of God lead to this when we reach the point where you brought us last night? 

    JBS. I do not say you have this but you are ready for it. Many are where we were last evening who are not where we are this evening. It is not only that I am in His presence but He is the one who dictates to me. 

    WKYou mean that what we had last night was that we reached where He is? 

    JBSYes, and that is really where the Colossians were. 

    W.K And now this step we are on tonight is to reach a place where we hear no voice but His? 

    JBSYes, where there is not Greek and Jew. 

    WKNeither the polished man nor the rough man, no man at all? 

    JBSChrist is everything. Thank God there are hundreds of christians who can say Christ is Chief; but I have another question: Is He everything? Do not many think that they would like some-thing else along with Him? 

    WKYou mean that everything else is excluded? 

    JBSYes, but there is no lack, for Christ is everything. Therefore you get, Put on ... bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, etc. I might be naturally a severe, harsh character, but now I come out in a new way. 

    WAWWants are unknown there? 

    JBSThere is no want. But then you get to the point of being in His own circle and having before you what His interest is. The more I look at it the more profound I see it to be and how little one really touches it. 

    QuesWould you say that the Spirit is the channel through whom the direction comes? 

    JBSOh, certainly: there is no other. 

    Remember in Colossians it is not crucifixion with Christ. Crucifixion is the judicial termination of the thing, but here it is putting it off or putting it away, which has to do with circumcision, or Gilgal. 

    TMGIt is the carrying out practically of what has been done on the cross? 

    JBSExactly. And that is what you get in the early verses of chapter 3 which so many use for practice. It is not so much practice as practical, I do not know a better illustration than Elisha; when he got Elijahs power he took his own clothes and rent them in two pieces. He said, I have done with that mantle. Why? Because I have got another. 

    WK. Is the rending the circumcision? 

    JBSYes, but it is not that you yourself effect it you accept what has been effected for you. It is not like Marah, putting away the thing as it arises; but Gilgal, rolling away the whole thing. Have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth; for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. Now you have to do with Christs life as it is in Himself, not as in Romans 6 for your relief. Therefore here we have, Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth, fornication, uncleanness, etc.; and not only so, but, Now, put off, ye also, all these things, wrath, anger, malice, blasphemy, vile language out of your mouth - wherever the will is you put off that - ... and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. 

    TMGWe did not catch what you said as to the difference between Romans and Colossians. 

    JBSIn Romans you get Christs life for your relief. I am delivered from the man where the death is and with the Man where the life is. But in Colossians I come to another thing: Your life is hid with the Christ in God. When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory. You are now, if I may so speak, at home with Him. 

    TMGIn Romans it is rather the negative side, in Colossians the positive? 

    JBSWell, I would not say exactly the negative but it is touching it for yourself. It is the first sense of being clear of the old man. 

    AGYou made a difference between practice and practical? 

    JBSThe practice here is putting on bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering, etc. The idea is that of a man going to work: he first takes off his coat. The first thing you do is to go to Gilgal, that is chapter 2: 11, 12, which connects with chapter 3: 1. You are over Jordan: If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above. That shows you are not there if you are seeking them, that is plain. 

    WKIn Colossians you say it is the life presented more in the character of association with Christ? 

    JBSI do not know exactly how to express it. You are at home with Him. You put off these things and put on the new man; you come out in the character of the new man. Practically speaking we are all :Wesleyans more or less; we are always trying to improve the old man. No, I have done with it, I have the new man. 

    QuesWhy do you say we are all Wesleyans rather than Calvinists? 

    JBSA Wesleyan is one who is trying to improve the man. 

    JFHI always think there is a great mixture of flesh and Spirit in Wesleyanism. 

    JBSThe truth is they use the Spirit to improve the flesh they try to put the new wine into the old bottles. I was saying something of a brother lately and he asked me how I knew it. Well, I said, I know myself and so I know what you are at. We need not put this away from ourselves, we are all affected by it. We need not say a word against anybody. We are to help one another and we have nothing but what we have received. 

    WKWell, you said the way we got to the Head is by these two verses. First that we are complete in Him, and then being in the sense of that we can afford to get rid of the hindrance, the body of the flesh which is to go altogether; chapter 2: 10, 11. 

    JBSYes, and that is what comes out in chapter 3. It is not something to be done when the thing arises (Marah) but the whole thing is gone (Gilgal). Christ then, having suffered for us in the flesh, do ye also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in the flesh has done with sin, 1 Peter 4: 1. I am to come out now in quite a new way. 

    WKThen we have life in association with Christ risen, and then we go on to put on the character of Christ? 

    JBS. Yes, we put on His affections: we belong to the christian circle. 

    WKYou do not confine that to the gathered company merely? 

    JBSNo. It is what comes out constantly. Let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body - that is the first time you have the gathered company here. 

  
    CHRIST THE HEAD OF THE BODY (JBS 6)

    Colossians 2; 3: 17

    JBSOur subject this evening is Christ the Head of His body the church. We find from this epistle that a company may be very nice up to a point without knowing Him as such, but until one knows it, one cannot be in the secret of Christ. The Colossians were an interesting company, much like the Ephesians. The apostle says of them, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints; and to the Ephesians (chapter 1: 15), Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints. The Colossians had learned what it was to be in the assembly, but they did not know the Head. Hundreds accept the doctrine of the Head who have never entered into it. 

    QuesWhat is the mark of one holding the Head? 

    JBSA man who holds the Head would come out here in all the sensibilities of Christ. Suppose there were a company who had all lost their heads and got a new head - one head for all - what would be the effect? You cannot understand union unless you know the Head. The body derives from the Head, and the Head gives direction. Many own that Christ is the Head of the church, and has a right to rule, but it is another thing to be really under His dictation. 

    QuesIs not the Lord presented as Head in more ways than one? 

    JBSHe is Head of every man (1 Corinthians 11: 3), and Head of all principality and power, etc.; but here He is spiritual Head. The Colossians were not in the power of it, they did not know the mystery. 

    Let us trace the way of learning it, and then its application. It is only as getting to His side that we know Him as Head. 

    In chapter 1 the apostle is putting the Colossians on the true ground. They must not be moved away from the hope of the gospel, which is heaven. Then comes out, Christ in you, the hope of glory. The part of the mystery brought out here is the Head, and specially in connection with gentiles, they derived from Christ - Christ was in them as life. 

    We do not get beyond life in Colossians. In Romans 6 I touch life as relief out of death; I get it as relief. In Colossians I have it for enjoyment. I learn what life with Him is; I have life with Christ in the sphere of life, and if I do not know this I shall never understand the Head. In Romans it comes out in connection with deliverance. If you have not deliverance you cannot advance though you may know all the Bible. 

    QuesWhen did the truth of the mystery come out? 

    JBSThrough Paul; Ephesians 3 shows the revelation of the mystery made known to him, and the administration of it committed to him (see also Colossians 1: 25). 

    QuesWhat is the mystery? 

    JBSThat the church is Christs body. The aspect of the mystery that we get in Colossians is the Head. 

    In chapter 2 we come to the gain, what we gain by it. For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; that their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God. If there was great conflict there must have been great opposition. The opposition was to hinder them from getting this great gain. The gain was that they derived from the Head. The apostles anxiety was that they should fully know the mystery of God, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

    The wonderful thing is that we should share all these things, all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. If we were holding the Head we should answer to what would be right for Christs circle of interest. Wisdom is wise in all things, not only in great things. The vultures eye hath not seen wisdoms path. It is a great thing to get hold of the immensity of the grace; even if we are not up to it, it is a great thing to see what we are called to. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are there; nothing outside. The impending danger for the Colossians was that the two evils that had affected the Corinthians and Galatians - mans wisdom and law - mans mind and religiousness, should be used as a combination to add to Christ. These things had to be counteracted in another form to that in which they had been counteracted with regard to the Corinthians and Galatians. Here what delivers is the Head. I do not want learning or religiousness if I have all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in the Head. The fishermen were not very learned people. These snares are patent in christendom all around us, and among ourselves, too. Sanctimoniousness is part of it. Reverence is right, but not sanctimoniousness. What delivers is to see the Head, and how completely everything begins anew, from the top, so that nothing human can help. Paul, the most accomplished man, is more effective when he has stammering lips. We have not to work on the feeling, but to get direction from the Head. 

    Turn to verse 10 to continue the history. Ye are complete in him. Therefore we cannot add to or improve it. It is a great thing to get hold of the fact that I do not need to go outside of Him. We are filled up in Him, the same word as fulness in verse 9. Then verse 11, In whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ. There is no more sweeping passage than this. It is not the sins of the flesh, but the body of the flesh. 

    QuesWhat is putting off the body of the flesh? 

    JBSTo be completely outside the first man. The whole thing is swept away. It is circumcision, not crucifixion. Circumcision is stronger than crucifixion. It is Gilgal, every trace of the old thing gone. If we understood Jordan better we should understand Gilgal better. It is a positive relief that I am clear from all here through the death of Christ. Chapter 3: 3 hooks on to chapter 2. You could not be dead with Him and not be risen with Him; what is true of us in Christ has to be experimentally true of us; all is effected in Christ, but if you are sincere you want it carried out practically in yourself. Seeing it is important, but it has to be adopted, not only admired. We have one point in verse 10 - complete in Christ, and the other in verse 11 - the old thing done away. If you have not come to verse 10 you will not take in verse 11. All that is necessary for God I have in Christ. By degrees we are waking up to the wondrous things we have in Christ. I see the immensity of what I am called to, and how little I am practically in it. 

    Verse 19 is the great practical line: And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. Then comes verse 20: Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. Now we are taking the place of being over Jordan. Colossians is over Jordan but not in heaven. It is dead to things here - the rudiments of the world, more than to man the wilderness is accepted, and Jordan is accepted. In the death of Christ I am outside the world - outside everything. No one will taste heaven as a reality unless he accepts death - accepts the wilderness. You will never understand the Head until you are over Jordan, until you are morally outside this world. You do not get into the sphere of life till then. It is not only the wilderness, but being morally apart from everything here in the sphere of Christs life, though not gone to heaven. Colossians holds an intermediate place; Romans is dead to sin, Ephesians seated in heavenly places; Colossians is dead to the rudiments of the world, and in the sphere of Christs life. In the sphere of His life we seek the things which are above (chapter 3: 1), we are not in heaven yet, otherwise we should not be told to look up; but having died to the world we have got into a new sphere of things, and it is here that we practically learn circumcision. Therefore we get mortify therefore (verse 5). You have to carry out circumcision practically. It is not to mortify now and again as an evil arises, but once for all - the whole thing has to go in one lump, will and all. You are already circumcised with the circumcision of Christ, and by the Spirit it is to be made good in you. It is not practice. Many read this chapter for practice, but it is not practice though it is practical. All has to go like Elishas garment. When he got the power to take up another he rent his own garment, rendered it useless, and took up Elijahs. It is not merely to put off habits but what is indigenous in the nature. By the Spirit it is done in you. It is your appropriation of what has been effected for you. First we get - mortify all works of will; then - put off and put on. There is nothing so unknown as the new man. 

    Ques. What is it? 

    JBSIf you knew Christ better you would know the new man. There is nothing of the old in it, 

    Here you are over Jordan in position, you have died and risen and are looking to appear with Him in glory, and you have put off the old man. You come into a new circle of things where there is no human voice, where there is not Greek and Jew ... but Christ is everything, and in all - no kind of man at all, learned or religious, Christ is everything. You are outside the influence of everything here. You have come to a spot outside everything of man, where there is no man but One, and that One the Lord Jesus Christ; like the disciples on the mount of transfiguration, when they saw no man, save Jesus only. What deep enjoyment we should have if we knew more of that! 

    QuesWould you say that the Head supplies all that should take place in the assembly? 

    JBSI should - hymns and everything; we should have wonderful times if everything were supplied by the Head. I get instruction from Him how to act in His circle, not in my own circle. The Head supplies what suits Himself to His own company. I try now to come to the assembly like a blank sheet of paper. I used to come otherwise. What He gives is always effectual. It makes one very small, and one may give it out stammeringly, but it makes one very glad, and it comes with His authority. He would give it to you in the meeting or confirm it to you there. If you followed it out you would be timid on the one hand and not abashed on the other, for He would be before you. 

    QuesIf I gave out a hymn that I had on my heart, would that do? 

    JBSThat is not the way to do it. It would be bad if it were not on your heart, but that is not a reason for giving it out. It should be dictation from the Head. Nothing damages the assembly so much as our coming to it thinking of ourselves instead of Him. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between the leading of the Spirit and being under the direction of the Head? 

    JBSIn the former case you are not led beyond your knowledge, but in the direction of the Head you get knowledge instantaneously. The Head is dictation; He gives you a new thought which you never have had before, and it is helpful to the saints. The control of the Head is in relation to the body. It is not individual. He directs only in His own circle - the christian circle. He directs life. 

    In verses 12 - 17 you get what we derive from the Head. His affection, His sensibilities, His word, and then His peace. A rough, uncouth man comes out in a new way, with bowels of mercies, etc., and with a suited word, too, and that because he has got another Head. I see the wisdom and goodness of God that when He revived the truth to us it was that of the Head. The first thought of it was given to a clergyman, that there is one Head, and that if there is one Head there must be one body. 

    The magnitude of it is set before us in this epistle. I am afraid to say what I see. You must be morally outside this scene, liberated, in a new sphere, to know Him as Head. No one will understand me unless he has gone a bit of the road. 

    Meditate upon these things. I do not believe a man gets anything without exercise. The chief interest with God is that which is known least about. 

  
    ASSOCIATION WITH CHRIST IN THE ASSEMBLY AS RISEN WITH HIM, PRESENT CHRISTIAN PRIVILEGE (JT 1)

    Colossians 2: 9 - 23; 3: 1 - 4

    RSSAt the close of our meeting yesterday afternoon, the question was raised as to whether the subject of the house of God and living stones did not also include the thought of association with Christ. Again, last night our brother, speaking of sonship, led us along pretty well in the same line, and I think we might have something this afternoon which would follow up these subjects. 

    There cannot be anything greater before us than what you were leading up to last night  namely, the service of God in the way you spoke of it. Would you not say that it would indicate what might occupy us hereafter? 

    JTYes, I think so. I have no doubt at all that the service of God will have application to the New Jerusalem. 

    JPIt is in connection with the heavenly city you get the expression, His servants shall serve him. Revelation 22: 3. 

    JTYes, I thought of that in Revelation 22. It says further, And they shall see his face. I think it must be very evident that all this depends on the liberty in which the saints are with God. I think the heavenly city sets forth the idea of sonship it is in liberty. 

    RSSJerusalem which is above is free. Galatians 4: 26. 

    JPI suppose Revelation 22 presents the thing in perfection. It is in contrast to what marks Christendom now. 

    JTYes. Historically you can see how it came to pass. The Lord began divine service on the ground of sonship, but I think He intended to associate others with Him in the service, and for that they required to be liberated  brought consciously into sonship. I think that came to pass historically in the church. The Lord set the disciples free: He brought them on to His own platform before the Father, and gave them the Spirit; then they went forth in service. I think that was the order. 

    JPService is in view in Hebrews from the very beginning. It is there you get, It became him for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, etc. Hebrews 2: 10. 

    RSSWhen you speak of service, is it service Godward that is in your mind? 

    JTPretty much, only the term is a very large one. It would involve all that God would have effected. As to Israel, God said, Let my son go that he may serve me. Exodus 4: 23. No doubt God had in mind to effect great things through Israel, but their service to Him was to be on the ground of their being liberated from Egypt and brought to Himself. 

    JPThere is a marvellous thought in what we have before us. God would not shut Himself up to Himself, but has embraced man in His wonderful thoughts. Even with regard to Israel; Israel had the first place with God as to the earth, but His purpose embraced many others. 

    JTYes, I think He intended to set up Israel in the midst of a system of nations, but Israel was to have the place of sonship with God; and I think you can understand how the other nations would come into the benefit of the favour in which Israel would be with God. God intended to establish a system of His own (I think that is clear enough), and in order to do that He must have His people. He would establish a system of His own, with Israel as the centre of it, but Israel was first to be in liberty with God, so He says, Let my son go that he may serve me. Exodus 4: 23. 

    JPThus the idea of service becomes very wide, because it really embraces all that God had before Him; all that He is going to effect and bring to pass. 

    JTYes, and in order to have His people as the instruments through which to bring it to pass, they must be liberated. What God meant to do, as I said, was to establish Israel as the centre of a system of nations and they were to be in liberty with Him; to be, indeed the expression of His power, but, as we know, they failed in all this, so all has to be taken up in Christ. The Lord takes up the whole history of Israel in His own Person; but still, even as to Israel, He will bring them into sonship in resurrection. Israel will be brought into resurrection. 

    QuesDoes sonship embrace every family that God has before Him? 

    JTIn the Fathers house there will be many families. I think that in a sense the Spirit of sonship will pervade all, but the church, of course, will ever enjoy its own distinctive place in heavenly glory in association with Christ. 

    JPWould that be indicated by every family in the heavens and on earth is named of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? Ephesians 3: 14,15. 

    JTExactly. God does not take pleasure in slaves; I think all the house will be made free by the Spirit of sonship. 

    JPThe remark you made a moment ago is very important for us; that is, that service really depends upon the liberty we are in with God. 

    JTYes, and that introduces a most important consideration: the church was set up in liberty  in sonship  and it was in that way adequate to set forth God. 

    JPThat is rather striking. The effort of the enemy was to divert the saints from this great privilege, 

    as in the case of the Galatians. The Galatians had failed to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ had set them free. 

    JTThe service of God must be relegated to the future unless sonship has a present application. The display will be future, but we have the Spirit of sonship now. The service of God was consequent on the descent of the Holy Spirit. 

    JPDo you mean to say that sonship has a present application? 

    JTUnquestionably. If it has no present application there is no divine service, but God is not going to be deprived of His service. God is going to be served, and that is the idea even with regard to Israel in Let my son go that he may serve me. Exodus 4: 23. There must be divine service. 

    JPIs there anything less than sonship in Christianity, I mean, from Gods side? Does it not say, Ye are all Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus? Galatians 3: 26. 

    JTEvery Christian is a son. Every single person that belongs to God in this age is a son. That must be so, for the simple reason that they live in the age of sonship the time appointed of the Father. 

    JPWhy do you say the age of sonship? You seem to make it a question of time. 

    JTIt is a question of time, according to Galatians: we read there, The period fixed by the father. Galatians 4: 2. 

    JPGalatians does make it a question of time. 

    JTIt certainly was no question of the state in Galatia. 

    JPIt was not a question of attainment, but a question of the time in which they lived. They lived in the age of sonship. It was the Spirits day. Ye are all Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3: 26. 

    WHFSo we are still living in the age of sonship; and if the Spirit could apply sonship to the saints at Galatia, He can apply it to us now; and I am sure He is seeking to do so. It is exceedingly encouraging. 

    JTThat is the great comfort for us now. It is not the time for display: the display of sonship is unquestionably future, but title has come in already. The title to sonship was given when Christ was raised from the dead. The Lord says then, I ascend to my Father, and your Father, etc. John 20: 17. 

    RemThe apostle says to the Galatians, When the fulness of the time was come. Galatians 4: 4. 

    JTYes. When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. But because ye are sons (not because ye are going to be sons, but because ye are sons) God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Galatians 4: 4 - 6. 

    QuesWhat would you say if I should tell you that I am a son? 

    JTI should say you were telling the truth. That is what Christians need to know, because, practically, Christianity has fallen into slavery. 

    QuesWould you not say all Christians are sons from Gods side? 

    JTIt is simply a statement of a fact. Whether you know it or not, you are a son. 

    QuesIt is not a question of state? 

    JTNo. 

    RemThe Galatians were in a bad state, but they were sons. 

    JPThat is what the apostle impresses on them. When the light of that breaks in on souls it will have a great effect on their state. 

    JTThat is exactly the point: what Christians at the present time need to know is that they are sons, and the knowledge of that in their souls would set them free. 

    QuesThen you would not connect sonship with liberty, but liberty with sonship? 

    JTI would connect liberty with sonship: sonship brings liberty to pass. You go in at the front door, as it were, and enjoy all the liberties of the house, and are perfectly free in doing this. 

    RemI suppose it was a very necessary point with the Israelites  they must be liberated first? 

    JTThey must be extricated from Egypt. Let my son go, Jehovah said. They could not serve Him in Egypt. 

    JPI suppose the point in the Spirit of God setting before those Galatian saints the fact of sonship, was really to extricate them, for the apostle exhorts them to stand fast in their liberty, and not to be again entangled with the yoke of bondage. 

    RSSWhen, and how do we become sons? Is it by the reception of the Spirit? 

    JTI think the title is there prior to the reception of the Spirit. That is the way Scripture puts it Because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Galatians 4: 6. I should not call anybody who has not the Spirit a son, because I do not know that he is the Lords until he gets the Spirit. 

    JPOf course you could not. As you were saying last night, you see the beginning of it in Christ, the Son, becoming a Man, and now, in that Christ is risen, the time of sonship has come for us. 

    JTYes, so when Christ rose from the dead, historically every one of the Lords people were sons. Before that they were in the nursery. I do not think they knew much about it, but they were sons; they were in association with Christ. Directly the Lord rose from the dead the disciples come into view as His brethren: Go to my brethren and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. John 20: 17. 

    JPIn that way this would connect with Colossians. 

    JTYes, the resurrection is the basis of everything. 

    RemIt was not the Galatians who fixed the period it was the period fixed by the father. Galatians 4: 2. 

    JPAnd that wonderful period fixed of the Father has come: all are sons now. 

    JTWhat hinges upon that is heirship. ... heir also through God. Galatians 4: 7. A man comes into his estate at twenty-one; he is a minor prior to that. Though he be lord of all, he is not different from a servant. 

    QuesIs that the reason the apostle could say, Be as I am for I also am as ye? Galatians 4: 12. 

    JTHe was not different from the Galatians on that point, although his state was very different. He was very different from them as a Christian. 

    RemYou would say he was in the good of sonship, but as to his title, it was no clearer than theirs. They were just as much sons as he. 

    QuesWhat place have the children? 

    JTThe sons are all children. Children is a different thought from sonship. Every son is a child, but the idea of children is derivation; it brings in the thought of parentage: so in Galatians when Paul speaks about our mother, he does not say, Sons of Jerusalem above, but she is our mother, and we are her children; that is, we are derived from her. 

    QuesWould you say the thought of children brings in responsibility, and that of sonship, privilege? 

    JTI would connect privilege with both. The thought of children is a question of parentage and derivation, so we are children of God because derived from God: we got our being from God. 

    JPBegotten of God through the gospel. 

    JTSonship is our greatest privilege. You are entitled to all the privileges of the house: you can sit at the table with the head of the house, and talk to him, and he to you, as to a friend. So the apostle says, Thou art no more a servant, but a son. Galatians 4: 7. 

    JTIn John 8 it is very clear. The Lord speaks about the servant, and says, The servant abideth not in the house for ever, but the Son abideth ever. John 8: 35. 

    RemI have noticed that the expression, child of God is never applied to the Lord Jesus, although we get, This is my beloved Son, etc. Luke 9: 35. 

    JTJust so. In Acts 4 you get the expression, in the authorised version, Thy holy child, Jesus, (Acts 4: 27) but it ought to be servant. 

    RemIn Matthew we read, He took the young child and his mother. Matthew 2: 21. 

    JTBut that does not indicate child of God: that is according to what He was publicly, the child of Mary and Joseph: it does not say He was the child of God. 

    QuesIn Johns epistle it speaks of children, young men, and fathers. In what sense does that come in? 

    JTChildren there are babes. They are simply relative terms, and refer, I think, to experience. You begin as babes, and go on to young men, then fathers, but the term son would apply to each one. It is a question there of the different degrees of growth in the family, but all are sons. 

    QuesDoes not the word sons bring in Gods purpose from the very outset? 

    JTYes, Gods thought was to have a company of people in liberty. He takes up human terms, and we have to get behind the terms to see what was in His mind. His thought was to have people in liberty of affection with Himself, and I think the way sonship is brought out in Galatians is very important, because we have all been captured. Christians have all, to some extent, been brought into slavery. 

    QuesWould you say Hebrews was like Galatians? It speaks there of being babes, not of full age. Is that the same thought as we have here? 

    JPNo. In Hebrews it is not slavery it is a question of the senses: these had become stunted. It says, Ye are become dull in hearing. Hebrews 5: 11. I think it is important that there is nothing lower, nothing less, than sonship now. 

    JTThat is a very important point for Christians. If I should go to any person I knew had the Holy Ghost, and say to him that he is a son, and it is his privilege to be free  if he received it, it would have a very great effect upon him: it would liberate him. 

    QuesWhen you say Christians are in bondage now, what do you mean? 

    JTI think they have got into Babylon morally. That is exactly what took place with Israel, actually. God liberated them from Egypt (that was the world in one aspect) and His thought was to bring them into His own land. Subsequently they were taken captive to Babylon, but Gods thought was to have them in His own land. That is really what took place at the outset as to the assembly. The Lord brought His disciples into the land of promise  Gods land: into the sphere of divine affections: and He intended them to stay there, but instead of staying there, they went into Babylon. That is what has taken place in the history of the church. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between Babylon and Egypt? 

    JTI think Egypt is the world in which the flesh lives and moves, and Babylon is the imperial system, bearing a religious character. The danger the people of God were exposed to after they came into the inheritance lay in the East. They were exposed to danger from the East, that is to say, from Babylon. Balaam came from that direction and Achan coveted the goodly Babylonish garment in Jericho. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by imperialism? 

    JTI think when God set up Noah on the renewed earth, He gave him the light of government, and Satan seizing the thought, imitated it; so in Genesis 10, you get Nimrod, who established imperialism. 

    JPHe was the first imperialist. 

    JTAnd Babylon was the continuation of Nimrods kingdom. You can understand Babylon was the great system by which the enemy would endeavour to capture the people of God. You may depend upon it, it was a very great point with Satan to capture the children of Israel. They had been good servants to Pharaoh, but he would make them good servants in the East: he would use them to build up his system there. Babylon is the great power by which Satan has enslaved the people of God. It is a terrible system. According to Revelation 18 it trades in the bodies and souls of men. They are, as it were, sold at auction there. 

    RemThat was a great thought on the part of Satan, but it was a far greater thought to capture the church. 

    JTWhat happened to Israel was really a foreshadowing of the history of the church. 

    QuesWould you explain the meaning of sold at auction? 

    JTI think Satan offers certain things for your soul. He can use you. You would be a capital slave, and so he offers you the world. It may be the commercial, social, or religious world, but he offers you something in order to capture you. 

    QuesIt is something on the principle of his taking the Lord up in the wilderness, would you say? 

    JTYes, if Satan could have captured Christ, look at the Servant he would have had. Of course you could not entertain the thought, but still he endeavoured to capture Him. Satan takes Christ up into an exceeding high mountain, and shows Him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, and then tells Him if He will fall down and worship him they shall be His. Satan would have given all in his possession to capture the Lord. 

    RemHezekiah showed the Babylonians all the treasures in his house, and by and by they took them. 

    JTYes. I think the devil is a shrewd slave-master; he knows the people who will do him the best service. 

    QuesWould you say Satan will bring up all kinds of possibilities to tempt Christians? 

    JTYes, he would be greatly interested to find a place for you in his system: to find you work to do in the system he controls. He will give you plenty of work to do there. It amounts to slavery, and of the very worst kind. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between the service we have been speaking of, and that which Satan wants to bring us into? 

    JTWell, what kind of service did the children of Israel do for Pharoah? Very irksome service. They were compelled to make bricks without straw. Very hard work. I think Satans work is a very hard kind of work. 

    QuesIs there any difference between the character of their service in Egypt and in Babylon? 

    JTI do not know that they did exactly the work of slaves in Babylon. I think they had a more exalted place there. 

    QuesWhen you speak about Christians being in the Lords service, what class of people have you before you; those who go out preaching the gospel, etc.? 

    JTNo. In a comprehensive way the service of God is the activity of divine love toward God, toward one another, and toward all men. 

    RemI have always looked at it, in my mind, as those who were preaching, etc. 

    JTThere is plenty of preaching, but not much service at the present time. 

    QuesWill you not say a little more about divine love being in activity? 

    JTI think that is the idea of service. God took account of the children of Israel in the wilderness to put them into His own land. He numbered every Israelite in order to give him a place in His own land. His land may be taken as a type of the assembly now. The Lord takes account of every believer, and gives him a place in His system. What does that mean? The Lord would have service, and it is the service of love; not like Satans hard service, such as making bricks without straw. The Lord says, My yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Matthew 11: 30. The perfect law of liberty (James 2: 12)  that is what the Lord brings us into. 

    QuesWhat did you say the service of God is? 

    JTThe service of God must have relation to God  that means love in activity, and it comes out in our conduct toward one another. 

    JPI will give you a very good scripture on service. The apostle in writing to the saints in one place says, I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. 2 Corinthians 12: 15. 

    JTYes, that is the servant. He is no slave. He is acting there in the dignity of a son: that is to say he is like Christ. That was what marked Christ. 

    RSSAnd I suppose it all flows from association with Christ. I imagine you get the very opposite of what we have just been hearing in the servant who said, I knew thee that thou art an hard man reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: and I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. Matthew 25: 24. 

    JTHe took account of the Lord as if He were like Pharaoh. 

    RSSJust so, and the very thing he says he knew he did not know. 

    JPDoes not the Lord give us a wonderful example in Himself, of one acting in divine love in regard to others, in John 13? Look at Him there: the Model Servant, the Example. He lays aside His garments, girds Himself with a linen towel, pours the water into the basin, kneels, and washes the disciples feet, then turns to them and says, as it were, It is not that I am going to continue in this service: I am just giving you an example, that as I have done to you, you should do to one another. 

    JTHe gave them the start, and they were to continue it right on to the very end. So in Galatians everything working by love was the thought. By love serve one another. Galatians 5: 13. I think that is the idea. 

    RSSI suppose you get a type of the Lord in the Hebrew servant in Exodus 21, where he became a servant for ever, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free. Exodus 21: 5. His ear is bored, and He becomes a servant for ever. 

    JTThe Lord had been alone in service prior to this. He had been serving, but had been alone in it, and now He would associate others with Himself in the service. 

    RemIn connection with service, I often think of what the Lord said to Peter regarding it. Peter took the ground of loving the Lord the most, and in the end of Johns gospel the Lord puts before Peter that He had interests here. His sheep and lambs were here, and He would have Peter care for His people in this world. Feed my lambs and Feed my sheep. John 21:15; John 21:17. I take it the service of God is connected with the Lords people here. 

    JTYes. Primarily the thought was that God was to be ministered to, and the priest was taken up in order that he might minister  That he may minister unto me in the priests office. Exodus 28: 1. That was the primary thought of service. First He has the people with Himself, then the tabernacle comes in then the priesthood. The service was to be carried out in the priesthood. 

    RemYou get the thought of service in 1 Peter 2. 

    JTYes. As living stones are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God. 1 Peter 2: 5. Then lower down in the chapter you have a royal priesthood, to shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 1 Peter 2: 9. Worship is the highest order of service. 

    QuesWould you connect the thought of sonship with priesthood? 

    JTYes, you cannot be a priest unless you are a son. 

    RemYou get that distinctly in Hebrews 7. 

    JTChrist, the Son, was constituted a Priest for ever. 

    QuesReferring again to what the Lord said to Peter, is that not the basis upon which you can serve? He said, Lovest thou me? John 21: 16. And when Peter said he did, then the Lord says, Feed my lambs, and Feed my sheep. 

    JTYes. I should like to get the thought clearly as to what was in the mind of God: God would be served. It brings out what was in the mind and heart of God. He would be served by men, but then they must be free. 

    RemHe would be served by those who are in association with Christ risen, as we get it in John 20. 

    JTGod would bring them into His own land of freedom. 

    RemNo bondage there. 

    JTThey had been in bondage, but God would have them in His own blessed land, where there was no bondage. I like to think of God as bringing His people into His own land where there would be no bondage: where all would be of God, and that would be the basis of service. All service would go out from there. If Israel had entered into Gods thought for them, they would have been a wonderful means of blessing to the nations. If it had been possible (we know it was not possible in the flesh), for them to enter into the thought of sonship with God, in the land of Canaan, what a means of blessing they would have been! 

    QuesWhat did you say answers to the land now? 

    JTAssociation with Christ in the assembly. 

    JPIn what sense are you speaking of it? 

    JTIn the sense we have it here in Colossians. The saints are raised with Christ. In whom also ye are circumcised (Colossians 2: 11) involves Gilgal. Gilgal is the end of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ. Then we are said to be raised with Him, through the faith of the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. Association must be on resurrection-ground. 

    Ques. Then the land is open for any Christian? 

    JTYes, if anybody cares for it, the land of Canaan is available. 

    QuesYou think you get Canaan in Colossians  risen with Christ? 

    JTRisen with Christ is Canaan. I have no doubt God, as it were, gives us a taste of it without our actually being there, but you get the taste so that you might be there. That is the grapes of Eshcol. 

    QuesI suppose you cannot possibly have sonship without resurrection? 

    JTNo, that is the ground of sonship. It is in resurrection all the people of God become sons; it has reference to time, which was when Christ rose from the dead. Every one of the disciples, if they had affection for it, might then have joined Christ as risen. The power was not there until the Holy Ghost came, but the privilege was open to them. 

    QuesDoes that involve what the Lord said to Mary? Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended. John 20: 17. 

    JTWhat He meant was, that the relation in which He had stood to Mary had ceased: He must ascend to the Father and the Holy Ghost must come, and then things would be on an entirely new and different basis. 

    RemHe does not associate Himself with them in that way until after He is risen. 

    JTHe says, Go to my brethren. John 20: 17. That is after resurrection. 

    RemThere is another thought in connection with Christs resurrection; it is not only association: it involves the service of God. 

    JTThat comes out later. It is in the church divine service is continued. To serve the living God, it says in Hebrews 9: 14. God is not going to relegate His service to the future; He has not given up the thought of service. Israel did not answer to His thought of service. When Christ came, the service of God was taken up by Him, and it is to be carried on by the sons; that is, by Christians. 

    RSSIs service Godward priestly, and manward Levitical? 

    JTIn Peter both are connected with priesthood. 

    QuesWould you say it is very poor after all He has done for me that I should not have a deep desire to be where He is? 

    JTYes. His company is well worth having, I can assure you. What the Holy Ghost would do is to produce in us a desire to be with Him, to see His greatness, to see Him as He is in His own sphere. 

    QuesCan worship be looked at as service? 

    JTIt is the highest part of service. The word service is rendered worship in Hebrews 9 as J.N.D. gives it. In John 4, however, the word is different, and involves the highest and most intimate relations of Christians with the Father. 

    QuesIs the thought of worship that God gets a response to His affections? 

    JTYes. God attaches value to the affections of men: He wishes men to serve Him in love, and that came to pass historically when Christ rose from the dead, and the Holy Ghost came down. 

    RemIn John 12 they made the Lord a supper. 

    JTJust so. They made Him a supper, and that was consequent upon resurrection. Lazarus had been raised from the dead, and he sat at the table with the Lord. He is figurative of those who are risen. 

    JPI have been greatly struck with what Colossians 3 presents. There is no defect there. I think the beautiful climax is reached in verse 17. Leading up to that you get, Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God. Colossians 3: 16. It is a wonderful and beautiful climax, is it not? 

    JTYes. It is wonderful that God in His love has brought His people into His own land. In Numbers 26 He takes account of every one of them, and they are all to have a place in Gods land every one of them. 

    QuesWould you say a little about your thought of Gods land? 

    JTIt is a question of being with Christ in His own sphere. 

    QuesWhere is Christs sphere now? 

    JPOn the other side of death. 

    JTHis sphere is not in this world: in the commercial, social, or any other sphere of this world. The Lord has a sphere of His own, and this is realised in the assembly. He never intended to set up His system in connection with this world. He intended to have a sphere all His own, and He also intended to give every person belonging to Him a place in that sphere. 

    RemYou said a moment ago that God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt in order to give them a place in His own land. The idea, I suppose, was that there was to be nothing to hinder, but everything to help in the service of God. 

    JTYes, and in the sphere He brings us into everything is affected by what is of heaven, all is according to God there. The thought is marvellous, that the sons should be brought into that blessed sphere where all things are of God. 

    RemGetting there involved going through Jordan, and I do not think there was much taste for that. Even the grapes of Eshcol did not give much taste for it. The two and a half tribes preferred the land of Gilead. 

    QuesWill you say something about Jordan? We know so little about it. 

    JTJordan is the ending of life down here. 

    WHFIs not Jordan privilege? 

    JTIt is privilege in that it introduces you into Canaan. 

    RemIt is the only way into Canaan. 

    WHFYou spoke of Canaan as typifying the assembly. Is it the assembly as viewed on the side of privilege? 

    JTYes, as risen, according to this chapter. In which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. 1 Peter 1: 21. You see the platform is the world to come properly. In this chapter resurrection is the platform. God is going to put everything on that basis, the ground of resurrection. Christians already can take that ground and in that way we get the land of Canaan now. 

    JPI suppose Colossians is the present privilege side of it? 

    JTI think it is a question of privilege in Colossians. The Christian company is already entitled to take up the ground of resurrection: In which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God. 1 Peter 1: 21. That is to say, on the principle of faith we can anticipate the coming age. 

    Every thought of God for man finds some answer in the assembly now. You will have difficulty until you see that. There is some answer in the assembly to every thought of God for man, whether service, the land, the kingdom, the city, or whatever it is. 

    RemSome years ago we used to talk of the assembly as being a certain meeting: we used to speak of the assembly at such and such a place. 

    JTI think you might speak of the assembly at New York or Chicago, meaning all the people of God in those cities. In that sense it is Gods assembly, but to say Gods assembly is restricted to a certain company meeting in those cities is not true. The assembly, from the point of view we are taking account of it this afternoon, is not the assembly in the wilderness, as in the epistle to the Corinthians, but the assembly viewed as risen with Christ. In which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God. 1 Peter 1: 21. It is the assembly from the side of privilege. Christians now are entitled to take up the world to come. 

    RemJohn 20 is the divine pattern of the assembly viewed in that way. 

    RemLooking at the assembly in this way, it is a very wonderful thing in the mind of God. 

    JTAnd the way you get into it is by attraction to Christ. In the case of Israel, the ark went before, and they followed. Really the way we get into the good of the assembly now is by being attracted by the Ark, by Christ. 

    RemThe Lord said in John 14 I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you. John 14: 18. Is that indicated in this? 

    JTI think He meant to have a sphere down here all His own, what you might call His own land. God had taken up Canaan. He did not take up the Babylonish kingdom, nor Egypt. God did not take possession of Egypt: He took His people out of Egypt, and then left it in the hands of Pharoah. But he did take possession of Canaan: that was to be a sphere of His own. It was a small sphere comparatively, but a sphere God intended to call His own land, and He was to have His people there. In that sense it is a type of the assembly. 

    I have no doubt the thought of the Assembly is that Christ has a sphere down here which is all His own, and where every person belonging to Him has a place. 

    RSSAnd you would say it is our privilege to be at liberty there, to be at home? I expect what we call a good meeting depends pretty largely on the saints really being at home with the Lord. 

    JTYes. See what liberty there was at the beginning: one can see they were all free in the beginning of Acts. I think they all felt they were brought into an entirely new sphere, where they were perfectly free and at home. It was from that basis the service of God toward man was to go out. I think blessing was to extend from that sphere universally. 

    QuesWould you say all Christians are included in the assembly? 

    JTEvery single person belonging to Christ has a place in His assembly. He has a place there for everyone. 

    RemWhen the Lord delivered His people from Egypt He took them all out, but in deliverance from Babylon they did not all come out. 

    JPNo, only a remnant was brought back. In a way that is what is going on now. You cannot look for much now: only a remnant is being delivered from the world system. The way this has come to pass is that the Lord has revived the truth, and by the truth people have been enabled to judge of things. They have been able to take account of things around them, and refuse what is not of God, and it is in that way we have been delivered. The Lord says, Ye shall knew the truth, and the truth shall make you free, (John 8: 32) and, If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. John 8: 36. 

    RemIt may be that some are feeble, not walking in the good of it. 

    JTIt is a great thing to see that all Christians have a place there. God took account of every one of the Israelites in order to give them the inheritance. 

    QuesRecovery now has reference to the assembly? 

    JTUnquestionably. If the Lord is active now He must be active in order to deliver His people from Babylon, and this came to pass by the revival of the truth of the church. There was a divine movement during the Reformation, but recovery is not seen there fully. Philadelphia answers to recovery. 

    JPIf a mans wife and children are in distress or need, he would set to work to relieve them first. He would not go to his neighbours, but would begin with his wife and children. I believe the Lord acts in that way. While there are people in Christendom to be extricated, you may depend the Lord is active there. 

    QuesYou said a moment ago, The truth shall make you free. What is truth there? 

    JPThe truth is simply what is true. I know no better definition of truth than that. 

    QuesIs the assembly for seven days in the week, or just for Sunday morning? 

    JTI think in the tabernacle there was to be continual service. 

    QuesDo you mean by that a Christian can live in the land  over Jordan always? 

    JTNo, but I think the service of God is maintained. 

    QuesHow is it maintained? 

    JTIt is maintained by those who are in the good of the land. 

    RemYou see that in Caleb and Joshua. They had reached the land, and tasted the fruit, and were able to go on the other forty years, knowing they would be brought into it. 

    QuesYou would not call your daily occupation the service of God? 

    JTYour daily employment could hardly be called the service of God. Service has to do with the tabernacle. 

    RemIf I serve the saints I serve Him. I serve, as it were, in His name. 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesService is in connection with the tabernacle in the wilderness then? 

    JTIn a sense it is, but in order to serve God in the wilderness according to His pleasure, I must know what the land is. I have no doubt the epistle to the Ephesians gives the true thought of divine service. I would not undertake to prove it, but I have not a doubt in my mind that it is so. It must be so, I think. 

    QuesWhat part of the epistle especially? 

    JTI take the epistle in a general way. In chapter 1 the saints are before God in love: in chapter 2 they are raised up and seated in the heavenlies: in chapter 4 they are in relation to one another in love and in chapter 6 the testimony is going out. 

    QuesIs it not possible to serve the saints in a legal way? 

    JTYes. For instance, you know a man who is in need, and you help him merely out of a sense of duty. You would rather he was not there, but feel you ought to do it. You are a slave if you are doing things in that way. 

    RemI think it is a great thing to have brought home to our hearts, that love is the source of service. The Lord said to Peter, Lovest thou me? John 21: 16. 

    JTIf you love you give freely and cheerfully; it is a pleasure to do so. You are free, as a son, and act in the dignity of a son; but if you do anything for a saint, merely because he needs it, it is slavery. 

    RemGod would have no pleasure in that. The service of God refers to God. All your movements must refer to God. 

    JTBringing you into the land is what God does for you. God brings you into His own land, and now what are you going to do for Him? You are going to serve God. God says, as it were, Look what I am going to make you: I make you an heir; now what are you going to do for Me? You are going to serve God in love. 

    QuesSuppose I should have a desire to get over Jordan into the land, and I were to ask you for advice, what would you tell me? 

    JTI would tell you that you get in by attraction to Christ. It is a great thing to see that God has a place there for you. The land is Gods best for us: it is what He has prepared for us, and when I am there consciously, the question arises, what am I going to do for God? I am going to serve Him. 

    RemIt says in 2 Corinthians 5: 15, They which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 

    QuesWould you say a little more about the assembly, because we have had the idea of connecting the assembly with a room or building, and thinking when we leave the assembly we are independent Christians in the world? We knew we were responsible, and all that, but were, in a way, standing alone. 

    JTThe Lords thought was to bring all His people into touch with Himself. I think we can see in the Acts how Christians were affected by coming together to meet the Lord. Every first day of the week they came together, and I am sure they realised the Lords presence. He had a sphere into which He could come at any time with perfect freedom and find a welcome there. All were free there  all sons. 

    QuesI suppose the fact that when they first came together they had the door shut for fear of the Jews, shows in a way that they wished freedom from what was outside. The world was nothing to them. 

    JTYes, and the Lord came in, and they were glad to see Him. That gives the idea of the assembly. The thing to see is that the Lord had a sphere down here, into which He could come at any time and find a welcome. 

    QuesWhat would you think would be the effect if all Christians knew the truth of sonship? 

    JTI think they would conduct themselves in a very different way: they would walk as sons. I think our conduct is pretty much that of slaves. 

    QuesAnd every Christian would then enjoy association with Christ. 

    JPLook at Barnabas. There was a son. He did not act like a slave. He had possessions, sold them, brought the money to the apostles and others did the same. The true effect of sonship conies out there. 

    JTI think the way the Lord intended to deliver His people was by bringing them into something infinitely better than the world. He brought them into something far better in the beginning of the Acts. It is clear that they thought that it was far better, for they gave up the world, and thus proved to the world that they had something better. 

    RemWe are to seek the things which are above. 

    JTI should go anywhere to get into the sphere of heaven, and you can find it among the saints. That is the sphere of the Holy Ghost; Christs sphere; that which is influenced by Christ. What a wonderful thing it is to be found in a sphere where Christ rules! 

    QuesIs that why we get the exhortation, Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together? Hebrews 10: 25. 

    JTYes, because you find Christ there. You come into a sphere where Christ rules, outside of the world entirely. The reproach of Egypt is rolled away. You are there outside of all that marked you as a man in the flesh. 

    RemI find it very easy to speak of the Lord when amongst the Lords people, but it is not so easy to speak of Him when out in the world. 

    JTThat is because Christ is in reproach in the world, but I think we ought to consider it an honour to have the mark of Christ upon us. 

    RemIt is when you come in contact with the world you need to have the armour on. 

    JTYes, if it is a question of having to do with the world you need to be clad in the armour of God; but I think the thing to see is that you begin with entering into Canaan. That is really the beginning of service. If you have not entered into Canaan, you are not equipped for service. You must know what it is to be in Gods land. 

  
    A NEW STATE BY THE FORMATION OF CHRIST (JT 6)

    Colossians 2

    ERWould you mind repeating a remark you made yesterday as to the difference between the body and his body? 

    JTI thought that the body is a definite thing, having come in in addition to other things which had existed before, of which the Lord is stated formally to be Head. The body is a definite thing to be taken account of in the mind by itself, and then later on the apostle says his body, which is the assembly. 

    It is doubtful whether we can get a right understanding of the place of the assembly as viewed in the Ephesians unless we see how it is formed now in affection and intelligence. Another practical effect of the knowledge of the assembly, as seen in Colossians, is that it enables saints locally, however few, to be independent spiritually; it teaches saints to get a direct supply from the Head, provided that the conditions stated exist. Hence the apostles great combat in the epistle to the Colossians was in regard to those conditions. The gain of the Head depends not only on the fact that Christ is Head, but upon a certain state, so that the burden of the apostles exercise was that the hearts of the saints locally should be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I thought a little on that line might aid saints locally to derive the benefit of the Head, for the word mystery in that passage I suppose implies not only the Head but the body. 

    WJThere is no thought of gift in Colossians? 

    JTI think the point is to show the independence of the world implied in the mystery, independence in the saints as being free of all that is in mans world, mans mind, or ceremonialism. 

    WHBEach one individually is dependent on the Head? 

    JTEach one holding the head, and each one standing in relation to the others according to the truth of the body. The benefit to be derived from the Head depends on that, that our hearts should be comforted. How little we know of divine comfort, so that there is no anxious care; and then that saints have their true place in affection one for the other. 

    WHBAnd that is effected as each one draws from the Head? 

    JTThe organism is set to work. I mention it because one sees the importance of it locally, that saints may be absolutely dependent on Christ and independent of the elements of the world. 

    QuesWould you say each local assembly is independent of what was around? 

    JTI think the thought in Colossians was in a way local; so the letter was to be read there and at Laodicea. The apostle had seen the order at Colosse; they were further on than the Corinthians, they were orderly, the formative work of the Spirit was there; but there was one danger, that philosophy, mans mind and vain deceit should affect them, or that they should even feel any need of it. 

    JVThey were set up in Christ independent of all that was of mans mind as a local company? 

    JTIf the apostle came of course there would be an excess; but there was an organism there, and the apostles exercise was that they should be in the good of it, as in it all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge were available, and if you have all, you have all. 

    GeoCIs it not a solemn contrast to the assembly mentioned here that in the Revelation it proved to be independent of Christ? 

    JTYes; the danger was also here as to the Colossians of becoming independent of Christ, because if you admit the principle that mans mind is of some account, that will grow and it will gradually shut out Christ altogether, and has done so in Christendom. 

    RemHence the condition at Laodicea was the result of their not benefiting by the epistle which was read in their midst. 

    QuesWould you say the Lord gives ministry to meet present conditions? 

    JTWhatever may be the threatened danger God meets it. He meets it here by bringing in the thought of the Head, and then the conditions down here which are essential to the working of the mystery. Knit together in love. Hearts comforted, that is to say, if the saints are engaged with distracting things you do not get the working of the mystery, and moreover you do not get the working of affection amongst themselves. I would like to make clear that headship only becomes available when certain conditions exist among us. I do not doubt that many get some light and guidance, but I do not think the mystery is known, because the conditions which the apostle had in his heart are not there. 

    QuesWhat are the conditions? 

    JTThe conditions are that the saints should be undistracted, that their hearts should not be engrossed with the affairs of this world, and then, that the saints have their proper place in their affections; there is knitting, not only that you like a brother, but there is a knitting, so that the whole becomes a unit. 

    DLHThen how is all this to be promoted? 

    EJMcBWas it your thought that the apostle wrote the epistle to the Colossians with that in view, and that if we got the gain of the epistle, we should be able to appreciate what came out in Ephesians? 

    JTThe apostle sought to bring it about by exercise and prayer. 

    DLHI suppose, if we were in the good of what is in the chapter, we should be equal to that condition? 

    JTI think it is a good plan to act up to the light you have in your soul and to test everything by that. The had received Christ; everything was to be tested by that. The passage shows that we are brought into correspondence with Christ. An Old Testament saint could not be what is here spoken of, because there was then no possibility of being in correspondence with Christ; but now the death and resurrection of Christ have come to pass, and we can be in correspondence with Christ. 

    FHBWe cannot improve on the apostles way of exercise and prayer; so the comparison between his exercises here and the prayer in Ephesians helps us. Here it brings them into the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, but in Ephesians into the hope of Gods calling. 

    JTThe next thing is that the conditions here enable the Lord to guide, because I think one great feature in headship is direction, and in this there is the disclosure of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Then every item of direction abides; wisdom is seen in it. I was saying last night, in regard to the two women who anointed the Lords feet, the one in Luke 7 acted in love when she anointed the feet of the One who carried grace to her; in John 12 the act is intelligent. The Lord alludes to the intelligence of the act, saying against the day of my burying hath she kept this. She had gathered this up by listening to Christ. 

    GeoCIf you come across an assembly or district where the saints are positively non-plussed by the condition of things that have come in, what then? 

    JTAs local troubles arise that seem to be inextricable, and the saints cannot extricate themselves, what we should bear in mind is that the truth of the mystery is the solution of them. If you can bring in the feast of unleavened bread, I think that will make room for the feast of Pentecost, and the feast of Pentecost implies the mystery, it makes room for the Spirit. It is quite impossible if the working of will is going on, but if there is room for the Spirit, there is room for the Head. 

    GeoCI see it is a practical difficulty in many districts. I have thought that the only resource was in Christ Himself, in heart submission to Him. 

    JTI think a good thing to impress the saints with is this, that the way out of every difficulty is suffering. The secret is that people will not suffer. 

    It very likely arises from difficulties of feeling between brethren, and the way out is to suffer. If one brother suffers, the Lord will stand by him. Self-judgment is the feast of unleavened bread; Christ is our passover, He has gone into death, He has supplied that, but we must eat the unleavened bread through self-judgment. 

    RemIt is the bread of affliction? 

    JTIt means that one surrenders. You see that will has been at work, and you give it up. Now, if you have the feast of unleavened bread, you will have the feast of Pentecost. There will be room for the Spirit, and if there is room for the Spirit, there will be room for the Head. If you can get a brother to see that one man has to die for the people on every occasion, and it is his privilege to do it, that will be the solution of the difficulty. 

    RemNot that he is wrong and the other right? 

    JTNot at all. The Lord was not wrong, but He died for the people. There is not a brother who under certain circumstances, will not say, The Lord knows my heart. You have to leave your justification for the future, and to be quite content with that. As a matter of fact, it says, He bringeth forth his judgments morning by morning. The morning will come, but you wait on the Lord, for it is on the calendar. Then the one who suffers becomes a leader. Gods way is to deliver through some one, and then that one is a true leader morally. 

    DLHI have often thought that the very first elements of Christianity are utterly lost sight of on these occasions, and people have forgotten that the way to go up is to go down. 

    JDCan you give us some thoughts as to these verses in Colossians? 

    JTThe treasures of wisdom and knowledge, are all hidden in the mystery. I think the thought is, that we should be prepared now through acquiring these treasures to come out in the future, because in the future we shall become the vehicle of Christs mind, and we shall not be that automatically. I mean acting mechanically. The Lord acts through our intelligence and our affections; that is to say, that we are educated now according to Christ, so that whatever you do in the future, you are to influence something or some one, you do it intelligently. The body is intelligent; there is not only love for Christ, but it is formed in the mind of Christ, it is wise, so that in the future, as regards the government of the world, wisdom will mark it. A wonderful political study is the government of the world to come. 

    EHCIn chapter 2 it speaks of the mystery of God; is that a wider thought? 

    JTI think it brings God in; the mystery, Christ in you, is necessarily more limited. There is a treasure in the heart and that treasure is connected with glory. But when you come to the mystery of God, surely you have all the divine thoughts there. Now I would like to know what Christ will be as Head of everything, but one would also like to know how the headship of other things is administered, and that is acquired in the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, because there is nothing outside of that. 

    QuesIs it your thought that we are being prepared now to act mediately in the time to come, so that the intelligence is gained now? 

    JTQuite so; and I thought it was essential that we should see this, so that we should see the suitability of the body to be Christs fulness. 

    WJWhy are dead and risen brought in here? 

    JTThat we may correspond with Christ now in our mind; as to the principle of our mind we should be outside of the range of mans mind and ceremonials. 

    WJI thought that expression in John, Come and see, is very much Colossians. You have to leave the sphere of the first man entirely. 

    JDI thought we need to travel step by step according to these verses in order to have the condition you refer to. Each verse brings out some further thought to form the conditions, and especially that remarkable statement, Ye are complete in him, in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

    JTThen you come to holding the Head. The strength developed now in these things coming to pass is under pressure. To hold Christ as Head implies that you refuse any medium to come between Him and you. Now all this is worked out under pressure, and therefore the strength and enduring character of the formative work in us. 

    KAt all events this would exercise us in view of formation. 

    JTThe one who has come to the mystery has in his soul the solution of everything. The world is a labyrinth of evil that no politician or statesman can find a way out of, but the mystery is the solution of everything. Hence the importance of the book of Proverbs: wisdom is the way out, and that is in the mystery; all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are there. 

    JDWhat a place wisdom has in this epistle! 

    JTI was going to say the simplest believer knows more than the ancients; he has much more light about things, and he knows more about real politics. 

    RemThese thoughts are worked out now in a company locally. If the world is waiting for the saints to come out for the administration of the world to come, it is sad if we cannot order things locally now. 

    JTWe have to begin with ourselves. 

    JSGIt is very remarkable the order in chapter 2: circumcision, baptism, risen, quickened; it is not the order you have in the Old Testament. 

    RemI was thinking in regard to the natural man: Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard. 

    JTThere is a path which no fowl knoweth. 

    WJSpeaking practically of these things, the way we go on together is an education. 

    JTBut it is in the assembly the all various wisdom of God should be worked out; it is marvellous, and it is in the midst of pressure. 

    RemDoes not suffering bring about enlargement? In pressure thou hast enlarged me. 

    DLHOf course we are very greatly hampered by the general breakdown; at the same time we have the same resource which the saints had in Colossian days, we have the Head. 

    JTAnd if you have one other brother you have material for the mystery. 

    QuesWhy does circumcision come before Jordan here? 

    JTI think the apostle wants to end with resurrection. Circumcision is negative, and so is baptism, but resurrection brings us positionally into positive correspondence with Christ who is risen; then quickening, which is immediately added, puts us into correspondence with Christ in our state. I think in baptism you disappear, then in circumcision the reproach of Egypt is rolled away, the marks of the world. In Colossians it would not be the gross things of evil. 

    QuesWhat did you mean as to one brother? 

    JTI meant what the apostle refers to in the opening verses, the mystery is contingent on the saints. If you have one brother and yourself that would be two. 

    FHBIt is a very encouraging thought that a few saints can enjoy the benefit of the headship of Christ. 

    JTIt shows us that we are not deprived of the very best things in the last days. I think the secret of it is seen in the state of Philadelphia. The assembly works out locally. I have often thought that the second commandment is local responsibility; thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

    EBWould you say that the education always goes on in the local company? 

    JTYes; it goes on locally. If you want to have a meeting, and there is no gifted brother available, then, if the conditions the apostle is labouring for exist, you have the mystery. 

    FHBA brother is put to the test in the local meeting. 

    QuesIs it your thought that each local meeting is set up in its own responsibility and with sufficient resources? 

    JTExcept that you always take into account the body. 

    JDEach individual has a wonderful resource, because I believe that the word is in the singular, holding the head. 

    JTRisen with Christ places you positionally in correspondence with Him, not only outside of Egypt, but outside of conditions of flesh and blood. It is a matter of life; we are raised, it says, by the faith of the operation of God. 

    THRWould you not say it puts us in moral superiority to everything of man? 

    JTI suppose it does. You are in the light of the operation of God, and that operation is superior to every other power. 

    THRWhen Christ was here He was dealing with the circumstances that were here; for instance, He stilled the storm on the sea, but in the second case He walked on the sea  there was moral superiority. 

    JTI quite go with that. It is really the platform on which God carries on all His operations. Only in Colossians and Ephesians it is connected with the assembly, and the quickening puts us into subjective correspondence. We are in sympathy with Christ through quickening power in our souls. 

    THRIt is remarkable that in Colossians you get quickening after resurrection, but in Ephesians quickening necessarily precedes raised up together. 

    RemF.E.R. used to say you live in the love of God. 

    JTQuickening is not said to be by faith; it is a very real thing indeed. 

    RemAnd resurrection is more what you leave behind you? 

    JTNot only do you leave behind, but you are in the good of the power that overthrew everything; you are in the light of the operation of God. I believe we are now on the crucial point; we want to find out really what the body is. 

    QuesWould you say a little more on quickening? 

    JTI believe it is that the operation of God has become formative in your soul, so that we live in the life of Christ; we are with Him in sympathy and affection. Things would be out of joint if you were not in the position in the state of your mind. I have no doubt many are farther on in their affections than in their intelligence. 

    ASLYou are entitled to take that position; then, if you do, the meaning of quickening is known in the heart. 

    THRQuickening is always given as out of death; it is what was dead is quickened. Say a man is condemned and he is executed; so far he is justified, but if he could be brought to life again, no one could lay a charge against him. Having been raised from the dead, if I know resurrection, it is not the old man that is brought up; it must be in the life of Christ that I live. 

    JTSo that in Gilgal it is adjustment for the new position. It is the question of their adjustment to the new position which Colossians has really in view. You do not want to carry old things into the new position. 

    THRYou must have ability, and that comes in the power of resurrection and quickening. 

    FHBI think the operation of God gives the ability for this new condition. 

    JTAnd then you find there are certain things which you are ashamed of which were quite an honour to you on the other side. 

    GEWould you say the quickening gives you intelligence? 

    JTI think quickening is power more. There is light objectively presented as to the position, but quickening gives you power, and there is a leverage in your soul enabling you to throw off things. The new situation is so marvellous that these things are a disgrace to you. All that attaches to man, birth, education and means, had a certain place in the wilderness; in the land there is absolutely no recognition of them, you are ashamed of them. You get hold of the magnitude of the position, then you feel, I must adjust myself to the position; hence you cannot bring in these things which may attach themselves to you in the world; they are an offence there. Who could endure the thought of a title, something received from the world, being brought into heaven? 

    THRYou have only to say, Who could give a title to Christ when here on earth? Psalm 16 really gives us what we have been speaking of, what Christ is. Faith goes out to Christ in heaven, and affection towards the saints here. 

    JTSo the apostle says he knows no man after the flesh; he does not even know the saints after the flesh. It is a most serious offence in Scripture to be looking at the saints in the flesh, because you would see the most hideous things in them. There are most unseemly things there, but you are warned against uncovering the nakedness of the near relative. That is very pronounced in Scripture, and we have Ham as a constant testimony as to that. 

    QuesWhy is Christ so prominent here? 

    JTTo bring Him in as Head. They had received Him, but they were not making enough of Him, and the apostle insists that there is really nothing outside of Him. 

    JSGIs it not important that in Romans you have the power to go over Jordan, but in Colossians there is preparation for the enjoyment of the sphere to which you properly belong? 

    QuesAnd in Ephesians you have power to go up? 

    THRI think God puts you there. 

    JSGIn Ephesians exaltation is in view, but in Colossians the road the soul is led along experimentally is in view of exaltation in Ephesians. 

    JTIn Ephesians it is Gods work, not our going over; but in Colossians it is on the line of deliverance; hence the necessity of power in the soul. 

    JSGIt appears to me that we have to accept circumcision before we are ready for the truth of baptism. 

    THRCircumcision is the absolute cutting off of Christ, in the cross, from all connection with the flesh. 

    JSGAnd would you agree that it is cutting off in view of entering into a new order of things; therefore it was on the eighth day? I thought that no person is ready for the full truth of baptism unless he is in the light of circumcision; in baptism you go right out of sight. 

    THRYou have to take things in a different order in the New Testament from the Old. 

    WJWhat has come to pass in chapter 2 is maintained in chapter 3; it is the moral result of chapter 2. 

    DLHBut in chapter 2 it does not seem to be presented in the order of the Old Testament, the book of Joshua. 

    JSGWhilst in chapter 3 it corresponds with the Old Testament, it is striking that it does not in chapter 2. 

    JTCircumcision in chapter 2 is as positional as resurrection; it is the circumcision of Christ. 

    JSGDo you not have to take into account that in Colossians the persons have grown, and are now capable of seeing from the resurrection of Christ that the pleasure of God is that the saints should be raised with Christ. In Romans the saints are capable of seeing the bearing of Christs resurrection on justification. 

    THRBaptism in Colossians is looked at as a past thing. It does not give you the bearing of it, but as having been baptised, you are viewed as risen through faith of the operation of God in raising Christ from the dead. 

    JJDo you mean that circumcision was done once, and that mortifying is a continuous thought? 

    JTYes. Circumcision is positional, a matter of light, but in chapter 3 you have the effect of that. 

    FHBGilgal was not only a camp, but the place to which they had to return? 

    JTYes; that was the secret of power. Now, another thing, you begin to draw a line between heaven and earth, the soul becomes interested in heaven. Because, as our brother remarked, resurrection is in view of heaven, although it is the platform on which all stands, but in the light of chapter 2 you begin to draw a line between heaven and earth. So the apostle enjoins them, If ye then be risen with Christ set your mind on things above, which you can do. One is entitled to govern ones mind, set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth; it seems to me that the not is a sort of line between the earthly things and the heavenly. 

    FHBI have often thought that that is the test whether we are in the good of chapter 2. 

    JTAnd the danger is implied that in spite of chapter 2 and all the light that is there, one might have ones mind on the things on the earth. 

    PRMThe not is an emphatic one. 

    JTI have connected it with Numbers 34, which gives us the boundaries of the land which every Israelite was to know; he was to know the geography of his country. Numbers 34 gives us the boundaries of the land which God gave to the people. It suggests not what heaven is literally, but what the purpose of God is now for us, and we must not connect it with the earth. It is our territory, and you want to have your mind there and keep it there. 

    WJWhilst you have the boundaries in Numbers you have the division in Deuteronomy. 

    QuesWhat are the things that are above? 

    JTI think we may find out what the things are. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his spirit. They are revealed, and the things which are revealed belong to us, we are entitled to look at them. 

    WJWould it take in Ephesians? 

    JTI think it does take in Ephesians. In Colossians your mind has gone in there, but in Ephesians you have gone in there. 

    RemThe boundary line was as far as the river Euphrates? 

    JTNot in the chapter I alluded to. The original thought of God as regards the limitations of the people was simply Canaan, but as regards the extent of influence it was as far as the Euphrates. As regards the living associations of the people Jordan was the boundary, but in Deuteronomy the boundary is extended. 

    FHBThe great point is that it is across Jordan, the things that centre in Christ. 

    JTYou cannot carry anything of nature over. 

    THRWhen they came to the mount of the Amorites they might have gone straight into the land, but flesh cannot do it, and therefore God has to take them round quite another way. God has to test flesh and bring them round through Jordan, which was practically death and resurrection in order to come into Canaan. Flesh cannot take this line at all. 

    JTOne of the first statements of the book of Deuteronomy is what Moses says; there are eleven days journey from Horeb to the land, but they did not take advantage of that. 

    THRAfter thirty-eight years they are not a step nearer Canaan, but the flesh has been judged. 

    EHCI thought that in the forty years God also gave the nations an opportunity to repent; therefore it says that Rahab believed. 

    WJYou made a remark, that we must be established in our own territory before we can see other territories. 

    JTI would not like to depreciate prophecy, but we must distinguish between the letter of it, the parting out of countries, and the spirit of it. The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. Really and truly we take our view from heaven, and it is a great thing to look down on things. And I believe that the true way is to trace things from Genesis 10. The outlines are all clear from Scripture, but the thing is to get into the true position, to look down from heaven. 

    WJI suppose if you are established in your own territory, you will understand the things of the others. 

    JTWhen it is a matter of prophecy the apostle John is caught up into heaven. 

    WJIs there not great moral instruction in that? 

    THRAnd in that way John comes in to support Paul. We see John following Christ, then you have the breakdown of what Paul has set up, and John is caught up to heaven to see things on the earth. 

    EHCWe often say we are brought nigh, but where it speaks of bringing in, Peter says brought to God, whereas in Ephesians you get the word made repeated three times, made accepted, made nigh, and made to sit in heavenly places in Christ. 

    THRI think that is very important. 

  
    COMPANIONSHIP (JT 8)

    Hebrews 11:24 - 26; 2 Kings 13:20,21;Colossians 2:12,13

    I have it on my mind to speak about companionship. Christians need companions, and I want to show you that as regards the companions you are to be identified with publicly here on earth, this in a sense is left to your own selection; whereas in regard of the companions you are to have in the future, they are selected for you by God. I hope to be able to make these two remarks clear to you, and to show that companionship in either connection begins with baptism. The question of companionship is one of the most practical that can be brought to our attention, especially for the young. It is of great importance that, as baptised, we should make up our minds as to our companions. Hence I have thought of Moses as a typical believer in this respect. After his baptism, I refer to his being in the river (Exodus 2:3); in due course he made his selection. It is said: When he was come to years. 

    Now one is peculiarly exposed if one has not come to years; therefore a junior should be much concerned as to maturing. It is said of the man in John 9:21, as you will remember, he is of age. A great many believers are not matured, and hence they are exposed. When Moses was come to years, he made his selection of the people of God. Now at the outset I want to speak a work to the young as to their selection. One might assume that many of the young at these meetings are here on account of having chosen the people of God. It is for each young person to decide before the Lord as to what it is that has drawn him hither. Of Moses it is said, that he chose to suffer affliction with the people of 

    God. The people of God are a class of people who have distinctive marks upon them. They are in reproach. They are in affliction. It is for you, young believer, to answer before the Lord as to whether they are your people. Have you decided to take your place with the people of God? That was what Moses did. 

    I take the first half of the book of Exodus; that is, up to the end of chapter 14, as covering the outgoing of the believer from the world. He is not to go out from the world privately. It is said of the Israelites that they went out in the sight of all the Egyptians (Numbers 33:3). They went out publicly, and they went out with a high hand; the hand of God. They went out triumphantly. I wish to see every young believer in the ranks of those who go out publicly. It is said they went out harnessed. They went out in military order, but the principle of selection of ones companions had preceded their outgoing. Moses was their leader. It was he that had led the way in the exodus. How had he led the way? It was as one who, when he was come to years, set the example of finding his companionship with the people of God. 

    Now it was for him to do that, and it is for you to do it. It is an all important question for you to answer as to whether you have done it; as to whether you have resolved in your soul to take your place in companionship with the people of God in affliction. In a general way, the companions that you choose will indicate to the spiritual where you are. Evil communications, says the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:33, corrupt good manners. Many a young man began well, and learned good manners in the house of God, but became corrupted by evil companionships. We do not read of Moses after he had made up his mind ever taking up with injurious companions. I would appeal to the young. I feel that we have arrived at a time in which the young are very peculiarly exposed, and it is a very remarkable thing that the first twelve chapters of Exodus emphasise the young so much. 

    The first chapter of Exodus is almost entirely occupied with the endeavour of Pharaoh to destroy all the male young; that is the key, in a way, to the teaching. If the male young were destroyed the national Israel would quickly disappear. Satan knew that. The parents of Moses, as well as the midwives of Israel, were used of God to preserve the males in Israel. That is what the Spirit of God is endeavouring to do. Happy are those who are engaged in the preservation of the seed that is to continue the testimony of God in this world! The names of the midwives are given to us, and, more than that, it is said that God made houses for them. The male young in Israel are represented in Moses; he advanced rapidly, and having come to years, he made a selection. Would to God that every young man here, and every young woman, would make his and her selection, and that their selection might be the people of God! 

    As I said before, the beginning of our course for God is baptism. And having said so much as to the selection that it is for us to make, which, I may add, involves fellowship, I wish to proceed to the other side of the subject, that baptism, whilst bearing testimony towards this world and our position in it, also looks towards heaven. I want to make that clear to you, hence I have read in 2 Kings 13 and in Colossians 2. Baptism, as I said, has a bearing towards the world in testimony, that is the side presented in the epistle to the Romans. In other words, the baptised person takes the way. Many of you here will be aware that the expression the way in Acts is almost a synonym of Christianity. It had become pronounced as leading out of the world, 

    for a way leads somewhere, and the way leads out of the world. For a moment I would call attention to an exemplification of that in the gospel of Mark. It is said of blind Bartimaeus that he sat on the wayside begging, and Jesus of Nazareth passed by. He was on the wayside, but Jesus was on the way. It was a definite way, that led through Jericho to Jerusalem, and Jesus was on it. Bartimaeus cried out to the Lord and the Lord called him. It was said to him, he calleth thee. The Lord would call us on to the way. The man came and his need was defined. Lord, he says, that I might receive my sight. And the Lord says to him Go thy way, thy faith hath made thee whole. And then we are told that he followed Jesus in the way (Mark 10:46 - 52). 

    Now I want you to get on to that way. I want you to become followers in that way. There is only one way. Others were following the Lord, a crowd was following Him, but of Bartimaeus whose eyes were opened, it is said, that he followed Jesus in the way. Now that is what I understand to be fellowship. Are you in it? All other ways are byways, however agreeable, they are crooked, perverse ways. The way, the only way, is known to the Spirit; it is spoken evil of by men, but it has to be taken up by faith. Thank God for the many that are in it! One would love to see the number augmented. I believe the Lord would appeal to the young, that they might take up the path of following Jesus in the way. 

    Well now, as I said, baptism, while it separates from the world, also directs toward heaven. The Red Sea, which is a type of baptism, coalesces with the Jordan. There is no wilderness in Colossians and no wilderness in Ephesians. I want to dwell upon that, and I want to show you that from that point of view God gives you your companions. I do not suppose for a moment that God would leave it to me to select my companionship in heaven. All the selection in regard to divine counsels is by God himself, it is all on the principle of the counsel of His own will. He takes counsel with no one. He has selected companions for His beloved Son. 

    The idea really begins in the grave, figuratively speaking. We are buried with him, says Paul, in baptism. We do well to consider the Lords grave. There is no grave like it. To be buried there is an honour, but it is not only that we are buried there, but we are buried with Him there. We read in John 20 that there were those who went home after being at the sepulchre. Peter and John went home. Of Mary Magdalene we are told that she arose very early in the morning, before it was day, to go there. She went to the sepulchre, and Peter and John ran to it on receiving her tidings. She ran and they ran, and that other disciple did outrun Peter to the sepulchre of Jesus, and he, stooping down and looking in saw the linen clothes lying, yet went he not in. He did not go in as yet, but he looked in. It was a wonderful sight. Jesus was not there; the grave clothes were there. Peter came afterwards; he was a slower runner than John, but he arrived, and he went into the sepulchre and he led John into it. John had led him in the running, but Peter led John into the sepulchre. John went in after him, but, beloved friends, it is said that they both went home after being there. They did not, as I might say, using a figurative expression, go into the epistle to the Ephesians out of the grave. I may remark that Ephesians is the grand terminal of the road that begins with the way. 

    The apostles got light. It is said of John that he saw and believed. They had not known the scriptures that He should rise from the dead, but now they believe. It was well that they did believe, 

    but in spite of their faith, they went home. What about ourselves, beloved brethren? In spite of our baptism, in spite of our professed identification with Christ in the grave, where do we go? The two disciples went away again to their own home, but Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping. If I might classify their state, I should say that the two disciples were simply Roman Christians. They had gone as far as the epistle to the Romans, but burial with Christ leads on to being risen with Him, quickened with Him, and seated in the heavenly places in Him, and that is Colossians and Ephesians. Instead of going on the two disciples went home. 

    Now I want to put you on your guard in reference to this. Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping. It does not say that they wept. They believed. But it says that Mary wept. They represent the intelligent side, Mary the affections. The point in Colossians is to get at the affections. In Colossians it is the Christ. There is more said in Colossians about the personal dignity of Christ than there is in Ephesians. Why? It is in order to establish Him in His personal dignity and greatness in the affections of the saints. That is Colossians. Hence, as I might classify Mary, she belonged to the affection side. She was prepared to have Christ established in her heart, and she got what she was prepared for. You may be assured that you will get all you want in that respect if you are prepared for it. She remained at the sepulchre, she was thinking of the One who had been there. Where thou diest, said Ruth, will I die, and there will I be buried (Ruth 1:17). That was her affection and it was Marys affection. 

    Now, you are not going to honour the Lord by being buried with Him, but you are honoured by His allowing you into His sepulchre. Buried with him is association with Him in His death. I just want for a moment to connect the passage I read in 2 Kings 13 with this passage in regard of Mary Magdalene. The whole scene on earth is to be marked by a Man risen from the dead. It is said in 2 Kings 13:20, that the Moabites invaded the land at the beginning of the year. I wonder how you take account of these Moabites? The beginning of the year for Israel, for a true Israelite, was the passover. Moses said, This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you (Exodus 12:2). Now I would ask you, what is to occupy the ground at the beginning of the year in your soul? Is it to be Pride? God says, we have heard of the pride of Moab; he is very proud. They invaded the land, it says, at the beginning of the year. We have to look out for our beginnings, beloved friends. I quite see that we have to take care of the endings as well, but I believe most Christians make poor progress because of poor beginnings. Pride is not judged. I do not know what it is you are proud of, but there is something. If you are not progressing there is some Moabitish principle at work. 

    Ruth was a Moabitess, but she was not proud. She invaded the land too, but not as a proud woman. She had been bereft of everything that might make her proud; she was a poor widow. At what time did she invade the land? At the beginning of the barley harvest. That refers to Christ risen from the dead, I believe. She left her pride in Moab and got the good of the barley harvest, and she continued to the wheat harvest too, and became the companion, in her marriage, of Boaz. She was a Moabitess minus the pride! 

    It is said in 2 Kings 13:21, that a band of Moabites; that is, a party, invaded the land. Oh, those parties! You may be assured that if there is a party, pride is at the bottom of it. The party wants to occupy the ground, but there is the grave of Elisha! I need not say that it refers to Christs death. Thank God for such a perfect remedy for our pride! That is where all the pride of man comes down; pride is a deadly evil, and if not judged will come under the severe discipline of God. In verse 21 it says, they were burying a man. Who is the man? The man that is suffering from a party, for a party will cause suffering. Have you got into a party in connection with the things of God? What is the remedy? Bury the man. The flesh in any of us is likely to be aroused by a Moabitish band, and hence the need for burial. Mark you, the man was dead but he was not buried. Burial is an element in the gospel, and a most essential element; we have to be buried. It says As they were burying a man, that, behold they spied a band of men; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha. How happy that was! How happy to find such a grave! The grave of Christ is to be the Christians grave. It is said they let him down. There are those that do that for you. There are those who will let you down, and they are not your worst friends though they may appear to be so, but even an Assyrian is a good friend for us at times, if he helps to bring to nothing the pride of our hearts. 

    Well, they let him down, and as he went down he touched the bones of Elisha, and as he touched the bones of the prophet he revived; that was the beginning for him. That was the beginning of the year for him. He did not begin with the Moabites, he began with the bones of Elisha. I wonder if we begin there? We were speaking in our readings on Ephesians about the depth, that ye ... may be able to comprehend ... the breadth, and length, and depth, and height (chapter 3:18). This man discovered something about the depth. What did he find there? Corruption? No, beloved friends, he found life in the bones of Elisha. We have a type of Christ there. He that descended is the same also that ascended (Ephesians 4:10). We too must have the descending, but oh, how happy for us that it is in association with Christ, and that our life begins in the grave with Christ! Do not misunderstand me, it cannot of course be literal; Christ is no longer in the grave. The epistle to the Colossians was written long after the resurrection of Christ, yet Paul uses that language. He says Buried with him in baptism wherein also ye are risen with him. It is not said that Elisha was risen at this time, it is only a figure. The man who was let down revived and stood up on his feet. It is good to think of a man like that. How different was such a man from the Moabites! 

    We were speaking about Paul, that his name means small. He was not a Moabite, he had ceased to be Saul, to be a Moabite. He was a risen man, risen through faith of the working of God. Any mark of the flesh is a reproach there, a risen man is a witness to the power of God. It is not what I have accomplished, but what God has done for me. Now Paul is an example; he had, as it were, touched the bones of Elisha, he had come to realise the import of the death of Christ, he had been buried with Him morally. Buried with him in baptism; wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God. With Him! See what companionship you have as risen! This man that we read of in 2 Kings stood up alone, and what an answer that was to the Moabite bands; a risen man standing upon his feet! But in Christianity it is, Risen with him, that is, with Christ. You are not standing up alone, you are standing up with Christ, in companionship with Christ. How blessed indeed is that word with! It is used three times in this passage Buried with him, risen with him, and quickened together with him. Now quickened with Christ involves that we are made to live in His life. We are with Him in the same bundle of life. 

    We were speaking this afternoon about John 11, in which we are told that Lazarus was raised from the dead, and in chapter 12 it is said, that Jesus came to Bethany six days before the Passover. He came to Bethany where Lazarus was, which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. Lazarus was a risen man. Then it is said they made him a supper, and ... Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. There is association. Now quickened together with Christ places us with Him in life; as to our affections we are living with Christ. This is on the road to heaven. Colossians is not going out of the world, it is going into heaven. The exodus is Romans, Colossians is Joshua going in, quickened together with Christ. What companionship! You do not go in alone. The companionship is provided for you by the Father. Think of the companionship in which we go into heaven! The Lord Jesus takes us in, in all the dignity of His Person; He takes us in as quickened together with him. 

    Well now, just to return for a moment to Mary. I was remarking that she corresponds to the Colossian Christian in this sense, that she remains at the sepulchre. She does not go home, she remains at the sepulchre, but the sepulchre was in the garden, and hence, Mary was in the garden, and the Lord Jesus appears to her and He calls her by name. He calls her Mary. Would you not like to hear the Lords voice calling you by name? Then He says to her: Touch me not for I am not yet ascended to my Father. That was as much as to say, When I go there, you will have part with me then; you will have my companionship then. Then he says, Go to my brethren. She is not to remain in the garden, but Go to my brethren, 

    He says, not, the brethren. The brethren are a class of people in this world distinguished by certain marks, they bear the character of Christ according to what He was here in the flesh, and anyone who loves them proves the genuineness of his Christianity. But the Lord here signalises the dignity of the companionship that Mary was to have. He says, My brethren. 

    I want to make one point clear to you before I close, and that is that companionship provided for you here goes into heaven. The Lord says: I go to prepare a place for you (John 14:2) and He also says: Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given me be with me where I am (John 17:24). Is not that companionship? Yes, beloved friends, it is the companionship that is provided for you in the Fathers house. Now that was what I had to say. I hope it is clear to you, and I especially hope it is clear to you that baptism directs toward heaven. You begin by association with Christ in the grave; then we go on to being risen with Him, and then to being raised up together and seated in the heavenlies in Him. So that we shall be with the Lord Jesus there, and with those whom He has selected for His companionship there. He is the first-born among many brethren there. 

    Pages 251 - 339  The Spirit of Christ in David, Headship, etc. Belfast and Edinburgh, 1916 (Volume 33). 

  
    THE REGION OF THE SPIRIT (JT 11)

    Colossians 2

    JTIt helps in regard of Colossians to see that they were marked by order. The apostle said; I am with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order. What we may call the wilderness side was right: they were regulated, externally at least, by divine order. Romans and 1 Corinthians run together in that way. The Colossians were regulated by the principles that should govern the assembly publicly; but what the apostle is aiming at is to lead them into spiritual regions, and the question of order does not enter into that. The idea of furniture marks the room where the Lords supper was instituted, but in John 20, which corresponds with this epistle, we do not find any reference to furniture: 

    RDLukes gospel presents the Supper from the wilderness side; everything is in order. 

    JTPaul refers to their order here, so that there were conditions for going on to what was spiritual. In Luke 22:12 the Lord says: he shall show you a large upper room furnished: there make ready; furniture being in keeping with what is external, everything must be in order. 

    RDIt also refers to the time in Lukes gospel. We are within time limitations. 

    JT1 Corinthians gives instructions for what you might call the ritual, and we must not make light of it, because it was the very point they were defective in. Paul said to them, ye come together ... for the worse, (1 Corinthians 11:17) for they were in disorder as to what should take place in the assembly. 

    QuesWould that govern our feelings towards one another? 

    JTI think so, because he goes on to say: 

    everyone taketh before other his own supper. One isolates oneself perhaps in relation to a few in the meeting, in that way not embracing all the saints. The apostle makes a good deal of the order that is becoming; it embraces the state of the saints because the disorder was the outcome of a bad state; not indeed but what we may be orderly outwardly and yet have a bad state. But there was a bad state at Corinth; there were sects. One has to be regulated individually, according to the ensign of his fathers house (Numbers 2:2); then the priestly family comes in. You may be right individually, but without the priestly state you cannot have things for God. 

    In the beginning of Numbers you have each individual, then his locality, his fathers house, his tribe; all that is external, but the priestly family secures things for God. The apostle makes much in the first letter to the Corinthians of the fact that they observed the regulations, and he praises them; but where they did not; he says, I do not praise you. God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all assemblies of the saints. (1 Corinthians 14:33) The book of Numbers helps greatly in regard of Corinthians, because in the first part of the book it is a question of the order that is suited to God in connection with the tent of testimony. But after the Holy Spirit is formally recognised in Numbers 21 you read very little about the tabernacle, because it is a question now of what is inward, what is wholly spiritual, and that leads up to Colossians. What is spiritual runs within certain limits. 

    QuesIn chapter 11 of 1 Corinthians he does not take us beyond the wilderness? 

    JTNo, not beyond what is external, tarrying one for another, and so on; the chapter ends with that. What comes after the breaking of bread is seen in Colossians. The spiritual state of the saints and the headship of Christ come into evidence, and these are not set in moulds; they set us wholly outside of time limitations. There is no description in Colossians; it is a question of what you find out, things to be known and enjoyed. There must be adjustment of what refers to the earth before we can take up what refers to heaven. It is due to God that this should be so. What 1 Corinthians 11 describes is the order of God in the present creation; that is, the relative position of the man and the woman that must be understood and recognised before we can come to the Supper. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between Christ as Head of every man and Christ as Head of the body? 

    JTIn the body there is neither sister nor brother, male nor female; a sister has direct access to Christ, there is no thought of the man coming in between. You could not have things right in the assembly without recognising the order that God has set up outside, because in Corinthians the assembly is a public thing. As loving Christ, you accord Him His place in regard of the first creation. In John 20 the enemy was Judaism, but in the Greek world it was philosophy and vain deceit. The doors being shut, shows that there was a wholesome fear of an element that was then threatening and that would spoil everything. But the spiritual realm is not bounded by what is material; the Lord comes in in spite of closed doors. One person who is harbouring what is prejudicial to the meeting is sure to damage the whole; we feel it. So the Supper helps us to close the door; it is there where everything is judged. Each one has to discern for himself what is in his own heart. Not discerning the body refers to the Lords body. 

    QuesMight we break bread and partake of the cup and yet not take the Supper? 

    JTYes, the true import of it might not be discerned; hence we have, For this cause many are weak and sickly among you. For what cause? Just because there was no self-judgment. One has to appropriate the significance of the death of the Lord; you would come to the Supper with a sense of judgment. As sanctified by the body of Jesus Christ, one is in accord with the body. It is a dead Christ that is before us publicly; that is what we are committed to; the life separate from the body, in the blood. It is exceedingly solemn. So if you partake of the emblems unjudged, it is eating and drinking judgment to yourself. If you are in accord with the death of Christ, there is no room for religious flesh of any kind. 

    In Colossians the apostle can go on to the entrance into Canaan. It is not a question of outward order, but of spiritual state, the headship of Christ. The Supper sets the affections in motion, and there is now a readiness to go on. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. (Song of Songs 2:13) The Lord would take us up and lead us on. How far can you go spiritually? The firmness of your faith must govern everything: He is leading on to spiritual lines. Jesus the Lord, (verse 6), refers to Romans and Corinthians; it keeps up the connection, but Christ is the point in Colossians. You have what belongs to Colossians set in Romans 8 to complete the subject: If Christ be in you, but it is not developed. Here the Lord is brought in, but the point is the headship of: Christ; the Christ, Jesus the Lord. Christ is everything, and in all. Romans and Corinthians go together, Romans dealing with the individual and Corinthians with the saints viewed collectively, whereas Colossians recognises both, but it is to lead us on to spiritual lines. So walk ye in him would refer to your everyday circumstances. You did not receive Him in connection with philosophy; as you have received Him, so walk in Him. 

    QuesAs to the Lord being known in the midst, is that only on the spiritual side? 

    JTWell, I think He comes to us on our side, but you could hardly expect Him to come where there is disorder. 

    QuesNo, but does He come according to Matthew 18, to support and make us know His power and control, or is it to know His presence as in John 20? 

    JTMatthew 18 refers to our position in administration here: the Lord comes in to support us in anything that we have to do in His Name. It is not, I will come to you, but there am I; it is unfailing. John 14 is, I am coming to you, without saying what He comes for. If you apprehend the Lord in a spiritual way, you pass over; His coming is a wholly spiritual thing. Then you discern that He is connected with a wholly new order of things; that is where spiritual enjoyment lies. We apprehend Him as everything and in all, that is, in relation to God. As we come together, we have before us the fact that Christ has died here. So it is, As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lords death. (1 Corinthians 11:26) The fact before us is that He has died. I sit down in the presence of these emblems and let the thought settle in my soul that it is the Lords death. But that is not all, there is a spiritual side. Luke brings forward external order; a large upper room furnished, because it is a question of what is of God being maintained in an adverse scene, so that there must be order. Now that all that was against us has been taken out of the way, there is nothing to hinder the soul from going in. So when you come to the Jordan, the waters have disappeared. He destroyed principalities and powers; the higher you ascend, the more you realise the extent of His victory. We are apt to think that we can carry in some little distinction that we have in the flesh. The last enemy is death, death as seen in Jordan, which stands between the people of God and the inheritance. The peoples history now is from the bottom of the Jordan: the stones came up from the bottom of the river; there is a people out of death. Baptism in Colossians is not like baptism in Romans; in Colossians you have not only burial, but resurrection. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between baptism and circumcision? 

    JTCircumcision means that all that attaches to you as a man is put off; Mortify therefore. So that whatever attaches to you, and perhaps very strongly, has to go: you have to make sharp knives. It might be ancestry, or learning, or money, all that goes to make up what we are in this world; it requires something sharp to cut that off. 

    The thought of burial is very important; we are all disposed to cling to what gives us a little advantage. Burial is not only that I die, but that I disappear altogether. Adam was to go into the ground from whence he was taken. So here, my old history is closed up in the burial. The order in Colossians is circumcision before baptism; I think circumcision is involved in the reception of the Holy Spirit. Historically it comes in with baptism, although in Corneliuss case they received the Holy Spirit before they were baptised. It is in the power of the Holy Spirit that you put to death your members which are on the earth, not the body, but the members which are on the earth. Christ died vicariously, and if He died vicariously, He was buried vicariously. Adam had to go back into the ground from whence he was taken; that had to be accomplished in Christ for us. When the Lord said, It is finished, He had all that in mind. From the grave we have a totally new beginning; we come up out of the grave. The Son of man in the heart of the earth is a sign of what would come about in all whom He represented. 

    His burial is treated of, as is His death in Romans 6. God begins there; He takes up Christ out of death. 

    Putting off the body of the flesh is positional; the next chapter is the active side. I am entitled to take it up in the power of the Spirit. This chapter is to clear the ground; we have always to come back to Gilgal; it has to be maintained. In Joshua 6 you have the man with a drawn sword: Joshua says, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? The Lord says, Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now come. It is for you to find out what I am going to do; I am not on party lines. You see the saints in relation to God. It is not our meeting, but what the saints are Godward, and you wait to see what He will do. John 12 shows that risen people, those who are spiritually on the ground of resurrection, act rightly; it is not what He did, but what they do. They know how to do things in relation to Christ; they are energised by Christ, and He accepts what they do. Colossians is being let go, and Ephesians is where we go. I remember someone telling me that Mr. Darby asked Mr. Stoney where he put Colossians: he said, It is not Canaan exactly, it is entering; it is the adjusting period. The man with a drawn sword comes in there; the sword is, Have your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on the earth. (Colossians 3:2) It is like the boundary that keeps you from going back to the earth again; you go over to the other side. 

  
    ZION (JT 13)

    2 Samuel 5: 6 - 9; Romans 5: 5; Colossians 2: 1 - 3; Ephesians 3: 14 - 17

    I wish to speak this evening about Zion, desiring to show that it has relation to the hearts of Gods people, that is, the people of God taken up in relation to Gods sovereign ways, and to be employed in these ways. Zion represents also an abstract principle, but abstract principles are of little value to us unless we can see them worked out concretely; then they become practical and intelligible to us. 

    Zion, as spoken of in the passage read, is in connection with David, who is a type of Christ as personally attractive. In order to get possession of hearts, there must be personal attractiveness. Zion did not appear in connection with Moses. It is true that Moses spoke of the mountain of Jehovahs inheritance and of the place that He would build for Himself to dwell in, but a place that God loved remained for David to secure. It was mount Zion that He loved. And so, as I said, David appears as an attractive person. He is introduced to us in this way. He was an obscure person in the family  little taken account of, but as appearing in the midst of his brethren, he was ruddy and of a beautiful countenance. It is he who slays the giant, and he becomes the centre of those who loved him. So that he gained hearts. Jonathan was drawn to him, the maids of Israel sang about him, and all Israel loved him. He was loveable. I say all this, because I have in mind, that, Zion in a practical way, refers to the hearts of Gods people as secured by Christ. This, as we shall see, leads us to the greatest elevation, for Zion includes heavenly relationships and places. 

    No doubt in taking us up and winning our hearts, the Lord intends to link us up with heaven, so that the full thought of Zion should come to light in a concrete way as the heavenly city comes out of heaven. It is the gates of Zion which God loves more than all the dwellings of Jacob. The heavenly city comes down from God out of heaven. It is, as it were, Gods great masterpiece, the great predominating feature of a world under the supremacy of Christ. That is what it is. Of him, and through him, and for him are all things (Romans 11: 36). The assembly is of Him. It comes down out of heaven from God, and glory shall be to Him, as it says, in the assembly in Christ Jesus through all generations of the ages of ages. You see this is what God has in His mind in taking up and gaining our hearts  for that is the organ out of which are the issues of life. God is the living God, and whilst other organs are employed by the Spirit, the heart is that out of which are the issues of life  morally the highest of organs. So that in Ephesians it is the eyes of the heart that are to be opened. Out of the heart are the issues of life and these issues become in their turn controlled by the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, and we know things. We know the hope of His calling and we know the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and we know the exceeding greatness of His power as shown in Christ. 

    Now David, as anointed by Israel, went to Jerusalem. You will remember that he is seen in three separate positions as the centre of gathering in the book of Chronicles; he is not seen as such in Jerusalem. In 1 Chronicles 12 he is seen at Ziklag, in the stronghold of the wilderness, and at Hebron. He is not seen at Jerusalem, as I have said, because Jerusalem refers to heavenly places. We do not gather there, we are quickened and raised up by divine power and set down there together. It is not a question of our gathering, but of Gods power. I wish just for a moment to touch on Hebron because it enters so much into what I have in mind. All the tribes came there. I want to say what an exercising point Hebron is. It was a tentative position. David had reigned in it seven years and six months. Things were in the balance during all these years. Seven is the usual period of complete exercise. It went six months beyond. Things were in the balance. Mighty forces were working to prevent the divine thought. It was a tentative period  a testing time  hence, necessarily, with a man like David who had learned to pray, it was a time of prayer. 

    It is to be noted that the myriads who came to David at Hebron are all counted by tribes, but no person is signalised there save two. The one was the prince of the Aaronites  a man who had acquired fame amongst the priests; and then a young man called Zadok  a valiant young man. It is as if in this time of testing, and waiting, and anxiety, prayer predominated. They were having to say to God, the matter was serious. And so it is that in the corresponding position in the New Testament, namely Colossians, the matter was serious. We have hardly anything like it, for it is not simply prayer with the apostle in regard to things, but combat. The matter was in the balance. He could say much of the Colossians and it was no small matter that Hebron had been reached, but Hebron is not Jerusalem, nor is Colossians Ephesians. Things were in the balance and so there was great combat, because of the opposition. As usual, Abner and Sauls servants were against David, even as mighty powers were operating to prevent the Colossian saints reaching the point that God had purposed for them. The apostle prays, that their hearts may be encouraged. It is a collective idea  being united together in love. 

    You see there is no possible chance of a company of Gods people reaching the purpose of God aside from encouraged hearts and the unity of love. He goes on to say that all was unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. He said this lest any man should deceive them. Then we find, besides the great apostle who, I suppose, may be regarded as the prince of the Aaronites  a man who combated in prayer, there was another praying man, who was one of them. He was a valiant young man who was greatly concerned about his local brethren that they should stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. I mention all that because it is so important at the present time. Things are always in the balance in meetings. At the entrance of the wilderness, as the people typically received the Holy Spirit, Amalek attacked, and Joshua was taken up to defend the people of God. Satan was attacking through the flesh. The conflict depended on intercession, on the uplifted hands of Moses, supported by Aaron and Hur. Things were in the balance, all depending on intercession, as it is with young people after they have received the Spirit. It is an up and down experience when things are trembling in the balance. Will they go on in the full recognition of the Spirit, or come under the power of Satan? These are conditions that test us. At the outset of our journey, shall we recognise the Spirit fully, or retire in the flesh; shall Christ acquire the supreme place in our hearts? That is the point. And so you find in Romans God coming out to secure our hearts. 

    In the passage read in Romans 5 it is the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. That is the preliminary movement. It is, as it were, God seizing certain positions of advantage; much more is to follow, but God is seizing Zion, and He approaches it by the Spirit sent from heaven, who brings in the love of God; but that implies that the heart is purified. If I look at the Lords word in Mark 7: 20 - 23, I shall learn what a terrible set of occupants there are in mans heart. The natural mans heart is occupied as a citadel by a legion of vicious tenants, but the gospel comes in to change the state of things there. It is the presentation of Christ. It is no gospel if it does not -present a Person. Paul says, that God revealed His Son in Him. The first thing is obedience, and so the gospel comes in with authority whilst presenting the Person of Christ in His attractiveness. It is Jesus Christ our Lord. The preacher is subject to that Lord; his heart is full of Him as the Son of God, He is his Lord, and he is manifestly subject to Christ, in preaching. Then he preaches the Son, and the hearer is obedient as he receives the gospel  it is Gods glad tidings ... concerning His Son ... Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 1: 1 - 4). He is presented as such for the heart. The most attractive object in the universe of God, is Gods Son. He is the One that is preached, but He is our Lord, and so as one believes the gospel, even as Paul, he becomes subject. There is no hope without subjection. God can do nothing unless we are subject. 

    Subjection is the first great principle, and so the apostle says to the Romans, Ye ... have obeyed from the heart the form of teaching (Romans 6: 17). There was authoritative teaching. The Romans had obeyed from their hearts, and the basis was laid in these hearts for Gods operations. The Lord gives the Holy Spirit to those who obey. The Holy Spirit comes in consequent upon obedience, and then He sheds abroad the love of God. He brings in a holy power, as shedding abroad the love of God in our hearts; the legitimate result of that is, that we love God. And so all things work together for good to those who love God. As you begin to love God you say Abba, Father, by the Spirit. The spirit of adoption comes into your heart whereby you cry Abba Father. You are expressing your love to God and God takes account of you in relation to His purpose. You are now ready to enter into Zion, so to speak. So that, as we love God, everything is in our favour, nothing can stand in the way. Everything that may have appeared to be against you is for you. And then it goes on to speak of those who are called. We are taken up on the line of purpose and brought into the place of purpose, that is, we are glorified. Colossians brings in another thing, and that is the opposition that sets in as you are heading in the right direction. Romans 8 shows us that we may fear nothing, but Colossians shows the exercises that belong to Hebron. It is the assembly militant in Colossians and Ephesians, and there is combat, so that we may not be deceived and led away as a prey by anyone. 

    Now you see that David had all these exercises for seven years and six months until all the tribes of Israel come and anoint him. When they come to do this, he and his men go to Jerusalem. I want to dwell on that, for I think it is a most interesting passage. It is particularly interesting to us because the first and second books of Samuel have to do with the present time and so you have a personal picture of David. Chronicles has to do with the purpose of God looking on to the future. In Chronicles we have Joab taking Zion and repairing the rest of the city, whereas the Spirit of God here limits Himself to Davids action; and we would have it so, beloved. We would have all the work done by the Lord. It is His own work. The more we love Christ the more we delight in what He is doing. It is what Christ has wrought in me. The more we know the Lord the more we love Him  the more we attribute everything to Him. So that David himself goes up and takes the citadel of Zion. I wonder if it is so with every one of us. He has taken possession of our hearts. It is not your yielding it up to Him. He takes it, and then it is called the city of David. It was no mere name given, it was His own city; as is every true Christian who loves Christ. The Lord has taken possession, He dwells in our hearts by faith. But then certain ignominious things come to light. The inhabitants of the land put forth the blind and the lame. They not only inhabit Jerusalem, they are terrible beings  audacious and impudent. Where do the blind and lame come from save from the universal lords of this darkness. Satan, the god of this world, has blinded the eyes of the unbelieving. They may think themselves stalwart men, but they are blind, and of what value are they? What can they do in the presence of Christ? He has annulled the power of Satan. Satan knows it. He cannot face Christ. 

    In Romans we have the armour of light  it refers to what we know, but the armour of light is not enough to meet the Jebusites with, we need the armour of God. And so these blind and lame are descriptive of the universal lords of this darkness, whether they be moralists or fundamentalists. If it be a question of mere power or human culture it is only blindness, But if blind lead blind, both will fall into a ditch (Matthew 15: 14). What can an army of blind and lame men do against the great military leader who has never lost a battle? What can they do? He hated them, and so does the Lord hate current sceptical opposition  blindness and lameness  and they have no place in the house of God. The Colossians were in danger of bringing them into the house; of admitting human ability, sheer blindness and lameness. They have no place in the house. They are hated of Davids soul. 

    David took the city and he built round about the rampart and inward. There is nothing said about the outer city; that, I suppose, refers to the future, what shall be done by and by when the Lord Jesus takes up His position on the earth; but the building now is inward. That, dear brethren, is what I want to dwell on for a moment. The Lord takes the hearts of His people and then He operates there. The love of God is already there, for the Lord will never have an entrance save as the love of God comes in first. In Ephesians the great thing in the first chapter is the eyes of the heart, that everything may be clearly seen that relates to God. The whole domain from Gods point of view should be seen. Then in chapter 3, that there should be power within being strengthened by His Spirit in the inner man. That is to say, the operations are inward. They are not yet outward. Much is said about transactions in the East, but God is not operating there. It is only a waste of time to be occupied with it. What is going on now is the work of David and it is inward work, not outward. 

    What is the sphere of divine operation at the present time? We must get our bearings in that relation. God is operating in the hearts of men in relation to His eternal purpose and that is the idea of Zion. He is taking us up in relation to His eternal purpose. The outward thing shall be brought in by and by. It is His inward work that we should have our eyes on. It is a private matter. We must be content with privacy, and not with publicity. I am not disregarding the testimony in connection with reproach, but there is no reproach in the heavenly city. It conforms to divine measurements in every way and it meets human need, and human blessing is provided for when it comes out publicly. As the Lord sat up in the mount of Olives His disciples came to Him privately. Joab built the outer city according to Chronicles. David built the inner city, and this refers to the present time when Christ garrisons our hearts in order that there should be liberty for Him to dwell there; not only come there, but dwell there. This necessitates full military protection. The use of military and naval power is to secure living conditions in a country. Primarily there should be no thought of going to war save to secure certain living conditions for the people, so that men may enjoy their property without violence. And so David is seen here securing things by building the citadel. The heart is secured. The peace of God ... shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4: 7). An undisturbed heart garrisoned by divine power is the place where divine operations go on undisturbed. It is now the period of faith, so that this chapter in 2 Samuel has to do with the present time. The future is in Chronicles and will come, but David is operating in our hearts inwardly in order that He may have a dwelling place here. Later, when the ark was brought into Zion, David ministered to every one of Israel, both man and woman, to every one a loaf of bread and a measure of wine and a raisin cake (1 Chronicles 16: 3). The idea in that is the expression of the dispensation, and that would, I understand, be the gates of Zion which God loves. He loves the people secured for His own purpose of love. 

    May the Lord help us on this line. I hope you will follow the thought that Zion, while it is an abstract principle conveying the sovereignty of God, for He has chosen mount Zion and He loved it, yet it is to be seen in the saints now, and its principles expressed now. God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9: 7). That is a concrete example of what it means. 

  
    DELIVERED UNTO DEATH FOR JESUS SAKE (NO. 2) (JT 13)

    Matthew 26: 26 - 30; Colossians 2: 9 - 11

    JTThe object in view in these two readings is to show how death marks Gods governmental ways on earth with His people. Characteristically believers accept the divine mind; death having come in through man, it must have its full force. It has a double force as a full penalty; this is seen in the second death as regards the unsaved, but as a vicarious death in our Lord Jesus Christ. Inasmuch as we are still in the body where sin is, it has to be accepted; the government of God requires this. The first one of our race to suffer death was Abel, a believer, who offered up sacrificially to God the firstlings of his flock, and the fat thereof, and he was accepted by God through his sacrifice. It was he who suffered death, not at Gods hand, but at the hand of his brother, a murderer; this was allowed of God. This is to be noted, that the first to suffer death was a believer, accepted of God through sacrifice. His own death did not secure his salvation, but the death of another, yet he died as a martyr for the truth. In the book of Exodus, we learn that when God came in to take His people out of Egypt, death marked His way of deliverance for them. There was to be death in every Israelitish house. It was again the idea of sacrifice; preservation through sacrifice  it is so today  God preserving the households of His people, but it was typically through meritorious sacrifice; the blood on the lintel and the door-post shielded them. Nevertheless death was prevailing everywhere  the most remarkable scene, perhaps, ever witnessed, certainly since the deluge; death in every house in Egypt; 

    death in every stable; death in every kennel; the first born of all animals as well as men. It was a remarkable scene of death. 

    ARSIt was absolutely essential for the death of the passover lamb to take place before Israel could be redeemed and taken out of Egypt. 

    JTYes. Christ is seen by John the baptist, coming to him as the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Through the blood of the slain lamb the houses of the people of God were preserved. Hence baptism, in which death is now seen, follows. It is not related to food, but is as a wall of water on either side of them, an overwhelming power, but the children of Israel went through on dry ground. Death was there, and it became very apparent when the Israelites went through, and the Egyptians were drowned. Death was to be kept before Israel throughout the whole forty years in the wilderness; at least, that was the divine thought in the offerings in Leviticus. Where it was not maintained, and open disobedience marked the people, their human carcases were strewn in the desert. It was therefore prevalent in the godless, as it is today in the world. In Egypt, the waters were turned into blood, symbolic of death; and in the book of Revelation death is most prevalent; rivers turned into blood; children killed with death, etc. The book of Revelation is full of it as against the ungodly, but then it is also applied to believers, because the beast slays the saints. I think it is one of the important matters just now for the brethren to take in, so that we may not be surprised at what is happening; in so far as we have to do with it in our spirits, if not in our bodies, let us be thoroughly in accord with the righteous judgment of God. When we come to the New Testament, we have the passover first in 1 Corinthians, and then Lords supper. I thought we might follow up what we had this morning, and consider the Lords supper as in Matthew, not as a memorial, but food, for the Lord said: Take, eat: this is my body. And having taken the cup and given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it. It is eating and drinking here. Then, I thought the circumcision of Christ would complete our subject; it alludes to His death from the point of view of putting off of the body of the flesh. It is putting it off completely in the circumcision of the Christ (Colossians 2: 11). From our side this requires the Holy Spirit; hence it is said, For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh (Philippians 3: 3). 

    ARIn Romans 7: 24, it is said, who shall deliver me out of this body of death? In Colossians, have we the power to put it off? 

    JTYes. Put to death therefore your members (Colossians 3: 5). I think the passage we read in Matthew is the one to bring in in regard to the Lords supper in relation to our subject. It is not a memorial in Matthew, but food  eating and drinking; but still it is the death of the Lord, because the blood is stressed, and sins are brought into it. For this is my blood, that of the new covenant, that shed for many for remission of sins. We see the Lord Jesus as the Victim in Matthew, and His blood poured out for the remission of sins. 

    CNWould you say why it is connected with the passover supper? They were eating the passover apparently when this is introduced. 

    JTI think it is intended to show that eating marked the scene. Eating the passover prepared them for this new thing. The Lord brought in His supper, but it was as they were eating. It means that we appropriate what is to work out constitutionally here. Of course, it is the death of the Lord, but to work out in us in the thought of the body, the body of Christ. Take, eat: this is my body. 

    AATIs it right, at the Supper, to dwell on the agonies of Christ on the cross? 

    JTThe agonies do not come in here; they do in chapter 27, as also the forsaking. This is light for us, and is one feature of the institution that is to be well noted. The question is whether they are to be brought in, in relation to the actual memorial. The Supper, as delivered to Paul directly from the Lord, for a memorial, is worded differently. The Lord says nothing about sins in delivering it to Paul. The apostle says, For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks, broke it, and said, This is my body, which is for you: this do in remembrance of me. In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me (1 Corinthians 11: 23 - 25). Some things mentioned in the gospels are eliminated in the Lords word as delivered to Paul; and this I think is what He intends for the assembly. What He delivered to Paul was specially for the assembly. There is an advance in this, from what we get in the gospels, especially in Matthew and Mark. It is a question therefore, whether we should use the wording in Matthew and Mark literally, or whether we should confine ourselves to what Paul received from the Lord. The last word on the Lords supper is what Paul received, and I think in the actual service at the Supper we should confine ourselves to that, whilst not overlooking in minds what the evangelists have given us. 

    FNWYou have suggested recently that in the Lords supper it is helpful, especially for the younger brethren, to go over the basic ground, so that they are consciously brought into the truth of it. Just how far does the question of sins enter into thanksgiving for the emblems? 

    JTThat is seen in Matthew. He is the only one who mentions sins in relation to the Lords supper. Of course, remission of sins is not to be eliminated from our minds, but whether it is to be introduced verbally in assembly service is the question. I doubt that it should be. What the Lord delivered to Paul is the wording that we should employ in the assembly. Whilst not ignoring the teaching in the gospels, I think we should keep to what the Lord delivered to Paul, for it is intended for the assembly. He says, For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you. The evangelists do not say anything about its being delivered to the saints; it was not their service to do that. Their service was to write accounts of the Lords ministry, according to what the Spirit indicated in their minds, but what the apostle Paul received was delivered definitely to the saints; that is, to the assembly at Corinth, which was a Gentile city, and I believe, therefore, extending to all of us Gentiles. This is my body, which is for you, the Lord is quoted as saying. He does not say, Eat, although, eating is spoken of, but He does not mention it in His message through Paul. 

    The breaking of bread of course involves eating, but the omission of it in the Lords message through Paul is to be noted. According to Acts 2, the breaking of bread was in the house in the early days of the assemblys history, and the word assembly is not found in the early record. It is said by some to be in Acts 2: 47, but it is not admitted by the best authorities. The breaking of bread was in the house, and of course the idea of the assembly did not enter into that. Clearly it was not yet understood. We can understand how they would talk about the Lords supper in their houses, including, no doubt, the thought of the forgiveness of sins; but when we come to the assembly, which 1 Corinthians requires for the celebration of the Lords supper, there is nothing said about sins. 

    ANWThe memorial gospel, which is Luke, does not give us the abandonment side of the Lords death. That would confirm what you have said. 

    JTYes. Luke and John correspond with the instruction as to boiling, which was prohibited in the passover. At the consecration of the priests, Leviticus 8: 31, the indirect action of fire was used, but Matthew and Mark would stress the direct action of fire. Priestly intelligence would recognise these indications and follow the presentation of the Supper through Paul. 

    SMcCIs it worthy of note that Matthew alone mentions and gave it to the disciples? Mark and Luke say to them, but Matthew specifically says to the disciples. I was thinking of his having particularly in mind the making of disciples. 

    JTMatthew makes a great deal of discipleship; more than the others; he shows how they move in relation to the Lord. The disciples came to Him on the mount; when He entered into a ship, they followed Him; and he quotes the Lord in Matthew 10: 42: whosoever shall give to drink ... a cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. Matthew gives everybody his place on moral lines. Discipleship must enter into the partaking of the Lords supper, according to Matthew. 

    SMcCFood, as you have been referring to it, would have a great place in the development of the constitution of a disciple. 

    JTI think the word disciple is important in this matter. Matthew stresses severity in things; having to do with divine things we are subject to severe discipline; we are now at the end of the dispensation, and severity has its place. God would stress primary thoughts, and severity is to be expected in the governmental dealings of God. God is making things severer even for His people. The present state of things is, perhaps, severer than any we had experienced. God is stressing the idea of death as attaching to the profession of Christ. The Lord was forsaken, as we have seen, in Matthew, and it is a question of our arriving at this point in going out of the world. It is in view of translation, but in the meantime we are to have the testimony that we please God  like Enoch. 

    WRWould you say the teaching here would search right to our very roots? The Lord says, one of you shall deliver me up. And they being exceeding grieved, began to say to him, each of them, Is it I, Lord? (Matthew 26: 21, 22). 

    JTQuite so. See what happened to the betrayer according to Matthew. Matthew spreads out the history of Judas; what happened to him; how he cast down the pieces of money, and having remorse, went and hanged himself. 

    CAMIs not dwelling on suffering in connection with the governmental ways of God, likely to depress us as at the Supper. We must not dwell on adverse things there. It is a place of rest. 

    JTQuite so. You do not bring in mourning or other such things; things which might be quite right outside. The Lord was not depressed as instituting the Supper in any of the gospels; whereas, when in Gethsemane He was; it is a question of where we are. The priest sees what is right. We learn the law from his mouth, so it is a question of our having understanding as to what governs a particular position, and not to bring anything else into it. 

    JTJrIn Revelation 6: 8, of the horse marked by death, that is the pale horse, it says that hades follows with him. Could you link that with the pressure in Matthew? 

    JTI think that is right. The book of Revelation connects with what we have now. We do not come into the extreme character of it, although we may touch the fringe of it. The Lord says, I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth (Revelation 3: 10). We seem to just touch it and are taken out of it. 

    JTJrThe Lord is presented as having the keys of death and of hades before we have the allusion to any of these things. 

    ABPIs there significance in reference to Enoch, he was not. I wondered if that was the end reached in the acceptance of death prior to translation. 

    JTI think it was. Enoch represents the result in Genesis 5. He is the seventh from Adam. The full result came out in him following on a series of exercises that came down from Adam, who undoubtedly was saved himself. Of Enoch it is said, he was not, for God took him. He, as it were, through the discipline, passed out of the view of the world. Stress is on death in Genesis 5. Whereas when we come to Genesis 11, we have what looks very much like it, but it is not the stressing of death, but rather the shortness of life, the actual shortening of human life to make way for the great truth of eternal life. 

    APTHe has the testimony that he had pleased God (Hebrews 11: 5. What had been divinely effected in Enoch went through with him. 

    JTEnoch had it. Enoch had that testimony; it belonged to him. 

    WRWould you say it is only in the measure in which we appropriate the Lord rightly in the Supper that there is conformity of growth in us? 

    JTYes. You can see here how the matter is presented in our chapter. Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover? (Matthew 26: 17). The names of the disciples are not given. And he said, Go into the city unto such a man, and say to him, The Teacher says, My time is near, I will keep the passover in thy house with my disciples, (verse 18). Notice again  my disciples. And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the passover. And when the evening was come he lay down at table with the twelve, (verses 19, 20). The twelve is a term which alludes, I think, to love underlying the position. And as they were eating he said, Verily I say to you, that one of you shall deliver me up. And being exceeding grieved they began to say to him, each of them, is it I, Lord? But he answering said, He that dips his hand with me in the dish, he it is who shall deliver me up, (verses 21 - 23). Then He goes on to say, The Son of man goes indeed, according as it is written concerning him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is delivered up, (verse 24). What a word that is at the present time to persons who are unfaithful to the truth! It were good for that man if he had not been born. Then Judas, who betrayed him answered and said, Is it I, Rabbi? (verse 25). He does not say, Lord. He says to him, Thou hast said. That is the position. The terrible situation that is brought in as the Supper is introduced. 

    RWSDo you bring this principle down today, this woe? 

    JTI do; it is a question of how matters are going to end up. Matthew carries the history of Judas along and brings out his remorse. He is the only one who gives us that; but the traitors remorse did not save him, even his casting the money into the temple did not save him. There is no hope for him. It shows the solemnity of giving up the truth. Then the Lords supper is introduced while they were eating. 

    FSCThey had all this advantage of being searched by the Lord while they were eating, and yet there is no hope for Judas. 

    SMcCIn Matthew and Mark the matter of Judas is raised just before the Supper, between the statements as to the passover, and the Lords institution of the Supper. In Luke, where the memorial side is brought in, the matter of Judas does not come in until after the Supper. 

    JTIn Luke it is the hand of him that delivers me up is with me on the table (Luke 22: 21). It is a warning to us. We may think lightly of unfaithfulness to Christ, but if He is given up or betrayed this penalty may follow. Modernism has the character of Judas. 

    JSWould Judass position be indicative of the Jews? 

    JTIt would. They denied the Holy One and the Just. This is taking place also in Christendom. 

    ARAre you also applying it to one who might be in fellowship and turns his back upon the truth? 

    JTQuite so; John singles him out. In answer to his enquiry the Lord exposes Judas. And He says further, What thou doest, do quickly (John 13: 27). Having therefore received the morsel, he went out immediately; and it was night (verse 30). He went out into the darkness and did his nefarious work there. 

    RWSWould it be those who have a position of trust, or any one in fellowship? 

    JTIt would specially refer to those in the place of trust or responsibility, now including all in the place of privilege. In principle all Christians are to be regarded thus. The Lord says, one of you; one of you shall deliver me up (John 13: 21). 

    FSCThe Lord said mine own familiar friend; one very near to Him. 

    JTJust so. The Lord Jesus took that ground when Judas kissed him; when he came back to deliver Him up. The Lord said, deliverest thou up the Son of man with a kiss? (Luke 22: 48). One may make gestures of affection for Christ, but yet he did that, and the Lord said, deliverest thou up the Son of man with a kiss?  a terrible state was behind it! 

    FHLAlthough the apostle in Corinthians takes a different line, does not the Lords supper come in as a great test now? 

    JTIt does in 1 Corinthians. There is grace attached to it, because many who were misbehaving in the assembly were real, and would be saved. On this account many among you are weak and infirm, and good many are fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 11: 30). They were not in the category of Judas. Others are said to be ministers of Satan; 2 Corinthians 11: 15. The second epistle brings the truth out more crucially, hence some are viewed as false apostles. 

    RemThe passover brings us to the Supper. 

    JTYes, it merges into the Supper in Matthew; the line of demarcation is not stressed. It is Luke who says, after supper. The passover was finished. 

    RemDoes eating of the passover continue now? 

    JTNot in a literal sense; the Supper is a literal thing; it is a memorial, but it is literally bread and the cup. The passover is not a material thing now. 

    It has a moral bearing only; hence, as we had this morning, it comes before the Lords supper in 1 Corinthians. For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed; so that let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth (1 Corinthians 5: 7, 8). We do not have unleavened bread literally; we have sincerity and truth, but when you come to the Lords supper, it is a literal institution; it is the actual bread and an actual cup. 

    RemLet a man prove himself, and thus eat (1 Corinthians 11: 28). 

    ARSWe have come to a very solemn time now, it appears to me, because we find some deliberately leaving the fellowship, doing just what Judas did; it is a very serious matter. 

    JTIt is one of the most solemn things we have to speak of today, the lightness with which some treat this wonderful provision of love  the Lords supper; deliberately leaving it in spite of the entreaties of the brethren. It is said of the Lord in John, that He gave Judas the morsel, implying that His grace toward him had not changed, but Judas was hopelessly dark. Thus Satan entered into him, and the Lord said, What thou doest, do quickly; and Judas went out. 

    QuesWould not the Lord in giving the Supper to the disciples, mean that He had confidence that it would be continued up to the time of translation? He ... gave it to them (Luke 24: 30). Applying this to the Lords supper, it would be put into the hands of those who would value it. 

    JTQuite so. There is a beautiful word by the translator of this Bible, in the note (f), to what happened at Emmaus (Luke 24)  It has the sense of giving it into their hands as a letter: as verse 42; and chapter 4: 17. He took the house-fathers place, and blessed and gave 

    it to them. It does not seem that He partook of the bread; certainly He did not partake of His own supper. This is my body, which is for you (1 Corinthians 11: 24). That is the principle of it. It is put into our hands, and we are to continue it as a memorial. And as they were eating, Jesus, having taken the bread and blessed, broke it and gave it to the disciples (Matthew 26: 26). 

    ARHe says, Take, eat: this is my body. Does that suggest that it is for a continuation of persons here for the will of God? 

    JTI think so; His body was for the will of God. Matthew has the assembly in mind; that we are to be built up constitutionally for the collective thought; but not only for the collective thought, but for the body, and organism. 

    ANWThe passover in itself would not do. This evidently builds up a constitution beyond what is implied in the passover. 

    JTYes; it leads to the organism; it leads to the assembly. It brings out inferentially that the Lords supper is for the assembly. 

    APTDoes it link on with the consecration of Aaron and his sons, and the eating of the flesh of the ram of consecration? Is there any thought of priestly service following on appropriation? 

    JTYes; boiling, because there, Leviticus 8: 31, as we were saying, it is more what attaches to the Lords supper. This is my body, the Lord says. John 6 is the eating of His flesh, which is not the thought here. Eating of the Lords supper is to develop the constitution for the body, for the assembly. 

    RemDoes this correspond to the first chapter of Daniel, where Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, we are told, had pulse as their food? 

    JTYes; that food built up a suitable constitution for their service. I believe Matthew has that in mind. It is contemplated that conditions will be exacting, and we have to be ready to go through them. 

    ACWould you mind saying a word about giving thanks? The Lord gave thanks; we are generally impressed by the giving of thanks at the Supper. 

    JTAnd as they were eating, Jesus having taken the bread and blessed, broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat: this is my body. And having taken the cup and given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it (Matthew 26: 26, 27). Now if we look at 1 Corinthians, we shall see what Paul received: For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks, broke it, and said, This is my body, which is for you: this do in remembrance of me (1 Corinthians 11: 23, 24). The giving of thanks for the bread is plainly stated in the new wording of it as given by the Lord to Paul, but when we come to the cup, it is In like manner also the cup, after having supped verse 25. That is to say, after the partaking of the passover. The word supped there refers back to the passover, of which they had partaken, so that the Lords supper is carefully separated from the passover. The giving of thanks for the cup is involved in the words In like manner  whether for the bread or the cup, the idea of thanksgiving is there. 

    ACThe disciples were affected by how the Lord did this. As we come together in assembly, should the brother who goes to the table so give thanks for the emblems that the brethren have a proper impression of the Lord? 

    JTYes. It ought to be a priestly act, so that Christ is suggested in the one who gives thanks for the bread and the cup. 

    ARThe thought of the organism ought to be always in our minds. Would the eating enable me as a member of the body to enter into the suffering of all saints?  if one member suffer, all ... suffer. 

    JTThat is one thought in it, and a very important word for us now, because although we may not be affected in a bodily way by what is going on, we certainly should be in our spirits. Remember them that are in bonds as bound with them. The Lord does not say in Matthew, for you. It is Take, eat; this is my body. 

    ABPWould you say that the present conditions in the world, which have been allowed of God, may have in view the development of body feelings? 

    JTI am sure that is so; the brethren are drawn together in mutual feeling, by the pressure. We are all affected. I believe it is working out just that way; tender sympathy is developing. This is the point in mind in what we have before us here. The Lord says of the cup, Drink ye all of it. For this is my blood, that of the new covenant, that shed for many for remission of sins (Matthew 26: 27, 28). The remission of sins is not found in Mark or Luke. 

    SMcCThat would be in keeping with the administrative character of the gospel, bearing on the assembly. The remission of sins would be in keeping with that. 

    ANWWould you carry the thought of forgiveness forward into the organism and our relations together in the body? 

    JTThe matter of forgiveness seen here is significant, and should affect us as members one of another. It is here, however, purely the sacrificial thought. The forgiveness of sins is involved in this precious death, in the blood of the new covenant. Therefore it is on a wider basis than 1 Corinthians 11. What the Lord delivered to Paul eliminated this. Evidently he does that designedly to make it suitable for the assembly. In 1 Corinthians 11 the saints are viewed as in assembly, and the Supper must be suitable to that; the believers household is not enough now  Have ye not then houses for eating and drinking? (1 Corinthians 11: 22), the apostle says. It is an assembly matter, and therefore the Lord eliminates certain things and introduces other things. He stresses the idea of memorial; and in regard to the cup He says, this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. There is emphasis given to the idea of remembrance in connection with the cup, and there is no reference to the remission of sins. 

    QuesWhat are we to understand by the word Drink ye all of it? 

    JTThat means that every Christian ought to have part in it; not drink all the ingredients, but that each person should take it; no Christian should exempt himself. If he is a real believer and loves Christ he will not exempt himself from partaking of the cup. Of course he must show to the assembly that he is qualified. 

    QuesWould the idea of the body have unity in mind? 

    JTIt would, but the body implies more than unity, although unity must be there first; but it is an organism, We ... are one body in Christ (Romans 12: 5), suggests unity, but it is unity in Christ, not like freemasonry. The organism is in 1 Corinthians 12, where we are viewed as vitally linked with each other by the Spirit. 

    CAMIf I understand your thought, the words for you in 1 Corinthians 11: 24, really applied to the assembly. 

    JTYes. In Luke it reads given for you, but in 1 Corinthians, for you; in this latter the Lords body, particularly, is more in evidence. In this, I believe, the Lord had the assembly in mind. The truth of the mystery including the body of Christ, the assembly, was given to Paul before the reception of the truth of the Supper. The former was involved in what the Lord said to him outside Damascus. 

    QuesWould not the one loaf include all believers in the city where the assembly was situated? 

    JTYes; but we, being many, are one loaf, goes wider. We is the assembly in a general sense, for the apostle was not at Corinth. In 1 Corinthians you have the local thought, but you have also the universal thought. There is only one body, and it takes in all the saints. The local thought is  ye are body of Christ  not the body. The Corinthians saints were body of Christ in Corinth. This expands to the universal thought in we, being many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf! (1 Corinthians 10: 17). 

    RWSI would like help as to the local thought of the organism merging into the universal. As we sit down, we have the local idea, but when do our thoughts rightly extend to the body in a universal character? 

    JTWe begin with what we are locally. It is a question of what is in any given place, and the Lord comes to that, and appropriates what is there; as Luke 24: 36, he himself stood in their midst. As He is among us, He has all His own in mind, according to what He says, other sheep I have. The nearer you get to Him, the more you find that He includes all His people at any given time. The local thing is provisional only, but the universal thing is abiding; so we merge into the universal thought, as we partake of the Lords supper together. The Lord being among us, our hearts become expanded. We think of all the Lords people. Why should we not?  He does. John contemplates this. He quotes the Lord saying, And I have other sheep which are not of this fold: [that is, not of the Jewish fold] those also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, [He drops the word fold and uses the word flock] one shepherd (John 10: 16). John helps us as to the universal aspect of the service of God in the assembly, confirming what Paul teaches. 

    JSIs it not exceedingly sad that so few who profess Christianity have fellowship in the Lords death? 

    JTIt is indeed. Some of us were like that and the Lord delivered us. It is important to have it in our minds that there are other sheep; and, as John says again, that there are children of God scattered abroad to be gathered together into one. But the Lord goes on with those who are loyal to Him, however few. 

    APTThe Colossians had love for all the saints. 

    JTQuite so. I think we should now go on to Colossians, with the main thought in mind that it is still a question of death. 

    JSWould the great bulk of those in the outward profession be in Colossians 2: 8, See that there be no one who shall lead you away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit? 

    JTJust so; that is how Christendom has been formed. Christians have been led away through philosophy and vain deceit and ceremonialism. 

    What is before us now is the great truth of the circumcision of Christ. In whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ (Colossians 2: 11). The circumcision of Christ means His death in a certain connection; that is, the definite putting off of the body of the flesh; the totality of it is dealt with in the circumcision of Christ. That implies a process; sharp knives being used, as we are told in Joshua 5. 

    JSThe religious side would be involved in the circumcision. 

    JTYes; the word circumcision would mean that. So that Paul says elsewhere, we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh (Philippians 3: 3). The flesh is dealt with finally and totally in the death of the Lord Jesus. It is one great view of the death of Christ. Thus in our subject it is death all the way through. 

    JTJrIn Joshua 5 there is allusion to circumcision a second time, that the reproach of Egypt should be rolled away. 

    JTIt is remarkable that it comes in after they cross the Jordan. They failed in it in the wilderness; they did not use it, but now it is used in view of heavenly territory, for in Joshua we are entering the land. The epistle to the Colossians is what you might call tentative; that is, you are entering, or trying to enter. You are aiming at it, but under great difficulties. Hence, the application of this matter of circumcision; and after that, according to Joshua we have again the passover. We have it three times: firstly, in Egypt; secondly, at the beginning of the wilderness; and thirdly, in the land. So it runs right through, the idea of the appropriation of Christ in that type. This matter of circumcision in the type is a severe process. The idea of the inheritance is dawning upon us, the greatness of what we are brought into, our inheritance, and the flesh may crop up in the service of God, as in other connections. The very part I take at the Lords supper may involve fleshly activity. This chapter in Colossians contemplates philosophy, vain deceit and ritualism; all these are outside of the Spirit of God; and the Spirit of God is essential to circumcision. 

    CAMIt is remarkable that in Colossians, 

    circumcision comes first, and then baptism, and then quickening after that. It seems to confirm what you say as to our being rid of this thing that is extraneous to us  the body of the flesh. 

    JTYes. It is ready to crop up, as Colossians shows, in unexpected ways  refinement, education, and the like  philosophy and vain deceit and ceremonialism. Circumcision is the first thing, and then baptism. Why should baptism be brought in? It was at the beginning of the wilderness, but it is brought in here, too. It is to bring out that the Red Sea and the Jordan coalesce; and that we are also risen, ye are risen with him  how risen?  through the faith of the working of God (Colossians 2: 12); that is, the power of God has taken us out of the wilderness into the land. The next thing is the old corn of the land. This is a new feature. The old corn means what Christ is as indigenous to heaven. It is a heavenly Christ. 

  
    LIFE IN THE BODY (JT 13)

    Colossians 2

    Substance of a Reading 

    We have in this chapter expressions which contemplate the energy of life; as in the words rooted and built up in him, and the body increases with the increase of God. Nourishment is received from Christ the Head to that end. The idea of life is indicated in Genesis, where we see the development of seed after its own kind. Christianity is the answer to all that in a spiritual way. There are limitations, for even in a family directions are necessary, and we have directions given to us here, the wisdom of which is apparent. 

    1 Corinthians shows us the limitations. The apostle speaks in Colossians 2 of order which would involve the teaching of 1 Corinthians, but there is something more than that; they had been set up in life, and all that would hinder the development of life must be rigidly excluded. That is what this chapter presents. Love must work out; they were to be rooted and founded in it. It has its own way of manifesting itself, and in the future we shall see the full working of it out. 

    2 Corinthians makes room for what is inward and speaks of the house which is from heaven, which corresponds with the inner man. In Psalm 1: 1 we have what is outward: Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly; and in verse 3 there is life; He is as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season; there we have what is inward, and fruit is the expression of it. The tree planted by the river grows and brings forth fruit. 

    We may illustrate the chapter by reference to Lazarus in John 12. Lazarus needed to have the grave clothes taken off. One factor in the gospel of John is that you take care of yourself. Loose him, and let him go. In its orderly development life is in relation to Christ, we are rooted and built up in him. Thus you find your way to the circle, of the saints. In this chapter we see the headship of Christ and the vitality connected with Him, and then we come on to the body. It corresponds with the twelve stones set up in Gilgal; they were taken from the Jordan and set up in Gilgal to represent the whole of the tribes; so they spoke of a unity of life. There is a unity of the faith; we are to agree as to doctrine, but this suggests more the unity of life. The body is an organic idea and all is dependent on the Head. The figure of the human body suggests organic energy. The word with involves association; buried, raised and quickened with Him. Christ is the Centre; then we come to the Head; those who love Him enjoy His headship; love could not have another One. 

    In Ephesians we have more prominently the word together. Here in Colossians 2: 13, it is quickened together with him. In Ephesians we have the word together in relation to our position in heaven. In Ephesians 2: 6 it is said, raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus; the word together is carried through to heaven. It has in view that we love the saints and will have them with us. Here in Colossians 2, in regard to the first two things, baptism and circumcision, the word together is not there; but when you come to quickening it is, showing that when you come to the affections the saints as well as Christ are contemplated. Quickening is that we are made alive. 

    The distinctive word in Colossians is with Christ, and in Ephesians in Christ is the dignity of the position, the full divine thought. It gives the status; it is not said of angels. In Colossians raised does not go as far as in Ephesians. In Ephesians it is raised up. As Colossians treats of entering in we can understand how prominent association with Christ is; we should be desirous to be in correspondence with Him so that there is no discrepancy between Him and us as in the land. Colossians is entering into the land; we are in the Lords sphere in entire correspondence with Him, and in the normal development of life before God. 

    Lazarus is not like the young man in Luke whom the Lord delivered to his mother. The Lord took account of the mothers heart, and also of the fact that he was a young man. Whereas in John 12: 2 they made him a supper, .. but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. Where Lazarus is Christ is honoured. John 12 and Colossians correspond. It is important now to know how to take care of oneself, because there are so few shepherds. In John souls are divinely sustained. Paul said to Timothy, Take heed to thyself. How can we get on unless the saints learn to do things for themselves? We live in a day when there are few to help, then obviously you must help yourself; thus you will find God working with you. Compare Philippians 2: 12, 13. We are inclined to trust to others, but as Peter said to Aeneas, the word for us is, Rise up and make thy couch for thyself (Acts 9: 34). 

    In Ephesians gifts are brought in for the edification of the body; that is how others help me; but in Colossians it is more the working of the body itself. Lazarus is figurative of a Colossian saint. The Colossians had regard for the principles governing Christianity; there was order there; but there is more, as rooted and founded in love; they can be holding the Head so that the body increases with the increase of God. What is needed is life, and Colossians develops life as seen in the body, organic life, it is after its own kind. The thought of life as seen in Genesis is that things are after their kind. 

    In Romans the Spirit is life; the point is power in view of righteousness; one carries out the will of God down here. But Colossians brings us into the land; at least, it takes us over Jordan, because the basis is resurrection, and the truth of the body is collective. We must have Romans, the individual side, before we can have what is collective. In Romans we are one body in Christ, not of Christ; see Romans 12: 5. This excludes independency. There is not the thought of development in Romans, but here, the body is drawing nourishment from the Head, and increases with the increase of God. We apprehend the saints as at Gilgal, risen with Christ. The affection developed there is peculiar. Local feeling is dismissed at the Jordan. Personal preference and social feeling are foreign to resurrection ground; there must be circumcision. Life in Colossians is connected with the development of the body; Your life is hid with the Christ in God (Colossians 3: 3); it is not public; fellowship is public. It goes on to say that, When Christ who is our life shall be manifested, then shall we also be manifested with Him in glory. 

    Eternal life is connected with the ways of God and is presented as meeting the consequences of sin, that is, death; but here life goes beyond that. Eternal life is victory. Colossians and Ephesians treat of life in an organic sense. We are led on in Genesis through all the stages of vegetable and animal life, but we have that which is distinct in Genesis 2, there we come to life in man; man had the breath of God. In Romans 7 there is no gratification of spiritual desires; we come to chapter 8 before we touch that. When there is an answer to those desires by the individual we begin to live. The Spirit draws our attention to others who have life. The word souls in Genesis 1: 24 is different from that in Genesis 2: 7, for there it is by the breath of God that man received a spirit; this was different from mere affections, and involves intelligence. In Colossians we are regulated by the Head. Intelligence corresponding to Adam was not found among animals, but in Eve we come on to a new plane; Adam and Eve had more than the animal creation and in that more Christianity lies; as in John 20 He breathed into them, saying, Receive the Holy Spirit. We see an order of life obviously distinct. It is after Christ; He describes the kind of life that we possess; as therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in him (Colossians 2: 6). 

    The things mentioned should be noticed. First, rooted; the tree is set up and then adjustments come in: circumcision, baptism and quickening. See that there be no one who shall lead you away in verse 8. You see to that; if that is allowed, the development of life is arrested. In chapter 1 the point is the Head, and in chapter 2 the body. As to the positions named you come into appreciation of the Head, and in appreciation of the Head every one finds his place in the body in correspondence with Christ. The life of the body is expressive of Him. 

    As of God we are made conscious that whatever might distinguish us under the government of God, is not seen in the circle in which Christ is supreme. In whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ. The body of flesh means the totality of it. The order in Colossians is the reverse of the order in Joshua; so it seems as if circumcision is more prominent in the mind of the Spirit, because the truth of baptism is already known in the soul. Circumcision is a complete cutting off and it is what you do; practically it has to be done; only here it is viewed as done in the circumcision of Christ. The implements to be used are sharp knives; it is to be done perfectly and completely. Circumcision was an old thought to Israel, but sharp knives were not mentioned before Gilgal. Romans presents baptism, it places us in the wilderness here. It is only brought in here to emphasise correspondence with Christ. The bearing of baptism in Romans is that you cannot go on with the world; but the figure of baptism in Colossians involves resurrection, its bearing is positional. We are risen in Colossians, but not yet off the earth. 

    The exercise of circumcision is that anything that distinguishes me as a natural man is a disgrace to me in the circle in which Christ is supreme. The flesh forms no part of the body of Christ, but is entirely different in its nature. The kind is after Christ; the flesh has its kind, and the reproach of Egypt has to be rolled away. It is putting off here, but cutting is implied in Joshua 5, as is signified by the word. If the flesh is allowed a place there is friction; it is foreign to the body. Life must be after Christ. The body of the flesh is that in which the flesh shows itself fully. After each conflict they returned to Gilgal; we need sharp knives for ourselves. 

    Baptism is deliverance from Egypt, and by drinking the waters of Marah we realise what baptism is; we cannot go back and enjoy the savoury things of Egypt. What the flesh regards as bitter the renewed mind of the Christian delights in. As a figure baptism in Colossians places me in correspondence with Christ we are not literally raised, but raised by faith. In Colossians the wilderness is passed over; you come out and go in, risen as He is risen. Baptism in this sense applies only to one who is truly the Lords, who has received the Holy Spirit; it is what one enters into in a spiritual way; in crossing the Jordan no children are mentioned; again it says they went through the Red Sea, but they come up out of the Jordan. The stones taken up from the Jordan are a testimony that Christ is in resurrection and that we are risen with Him. There were no stones taken out of the Red Sea. The development of life in a Christian must have full scope and not be cast in moulds. One should acquire ones own way before God; growing up to Him; there is no limit to that. Much is said in Joshua as to following the ark, because they had not gone that way before. All the saints are represented at Gilgal; quickened together with him involves the affections. 

    The Church of England has a service book, and if you look at any service for any feast day in the seventeenth century, the same is used for the corresponding day in this century; that is not life but stagnation. I would be afraid of dropping into the usage of certain hymns only, given out week after week. It is for me to express what is in my own heart. We may become formal as regards the service in assembly, but there is a freshness about life. Love has a character of its own. Children need training, of course, but parents love to hear them express their affections in their own way. Some hymns are more expressive than we think; a hymn in the assembly should be given out intelligently, but hymns are insufficient in themselves. Christianity has no psalter, but the Old Testament has; the order of worship is provided there in suitable forms. In the New Testament intelligence is supposed, hence we worship in spirit and in truth. The psalmist said, I say what I have composed touching the king (Psalm 45: 1). In Matthew and Mark, speaking of the Lords supper, it is said, Having sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives (Matthew 26: 30). We do not know what hymn it was, but the Lord indicated how matters should be now. The secret lies in the knowledge of the Head. Colossians and Ephesians, if understood, will enable us to worship acceptably. 

    JNDsaid there was a poverty in hymns addressed to the Father. Perhaps older hymns have been neglected too much for newer ones. A psalm has reference to what is learnt with God, a hymn has generally reference to the Father; it states, They went out to the mount of Olives; this is the link with heaven. The Lord joining in the hymn would show that it had reference to the Father. We use hymns ready-made instead of making them ourselves. Of course, one would not disparage any hymn, but the saints should learn to compose something about Christ for themselves. If the company moved towards Christ it would come out in vitality, in living power, not in dead forms. In considering David as head with regard to song, we see in 1 Chronicles 16 the ark in its place before the service is inaugurated, so that Christ in heaven is the basis for the temple song. If we recognise the Head we have everything needed for the worship of God. 

    You could have a hymn at any time at any meeting provided others could join in it with you. Making melody is more general; we are not enjoying the world, but we need not hang our heads; the saints can sing; they are self-contained in this sense, and have no need of the world. As the psalmist said, All my springs are in thee. A song might be employed at the Lords supper before we break bread; a song is more a celebration, such as in Exodus 15: 1, when Moses sang, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted. 

  
    THE DEVELOPMENT OF LIFE COLLECTIVELY (JT 22)

    Judges 14:5 - 9; Colossians 2:6 - 9

    JTI thought the Lord would be pleased to help us to see in these passages something of how life is developed, and how it appears collectively. It occurred to me that the passage in Judges affords the initial idea of collective life; that is, it is life out of death-not simply the light of life, but active life. Perhaps creation affords no better illustration of life in activity- than that of bees in the hive. The Spirit of God seems to employ these creatures to illustrate the energy of life in a company. We may see life illustrated otherwise, as it appears in an individual, but I think this type is life out of death seen properly in a company. It says, as he returned to take her (his wife) he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion, and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion, and he took thereof in his hands and went .... We see there, I think, a type of the Lord appropriating the result of His death as it appeared in life. It is not the abstract idea of life, but the concrete idea. Thus it is a type of those who have come out of His death, being active in producing that which is acceptable to Him. 

    EBMcCI think that is very helpful. It would set forth the activities of the assemblies in life. 

    JTThe great point in reference to life is that it is out of death according to what it is for God, and we have in Hosea 6 an example. Verse 2 says, After two days will he revive us; in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. Hosea 6:2. The Lord, I believe, in showing Himself alive to His disciples after He rose, intended to set out before their eyes what life is as before God. He showed himself to them alive; not risen. Of course He was risen, but the point was alive. Everyone who rested his eyes on the Lord during those forty days, especially when He intended to convey the idea of life as manifestation, would remember ever afterwards what the divine idea was, and would seek to be conformed to it. Colossians is intended to bring about in us conformity to Christ as alive; indeed, it is said, as we read in chapter 2, He had quickened together with him. I understand the word together has reference to the saints. So that, as quickened together with Him, the thought is we are to live with Him, as He is. Then again, in the prophet Isaiah, in the case of Hezekiah, we have a further thought of the living  in life; his soul is delivered. Hezekiah was cut off figuratively in the meridian of his life, but he is made to live. He is brought up from the gates of the grave, and he says, The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day, Isaiah 38:19. So that we are to live in Gods sight according to Christ, and then praise as in life. 

    EBMcCHezekiah would set forth one who would arise from the dead, and as risen he says, The living, he shall praise thee. 

    JTYes, and it is in the house of the Lord; and so the Psalms end, as we have often remarked, with everything that has breath praising the Lord. The great thing is to see that it is all living  everything that has breath. I think that our meetings for worship sometimes run short of breath. We do not run short of words, because they have been coined for us; others have used them; they are thus ready made. But it is not words only, it is breath expressed in words; and if we run short of breath, so to speak, it is wise to stop. We have to admit it. We are not equal to very much that is for God. We are equal for more that is from God. 

    EBMcCBreath means spiritual life. 

    JTYes, that is the idea of breath. 

    RJWDo you connect that with John 20 in any way? 

    JTWell, the Lord breathed into them. That would be that they were to have His Spirit. Whilst we are down here we need the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

    WJPDo you connect John 6 with support? 

    JTYes, the bread of God is the support of life. 

    JCSDo you think the Lord Jesus in Acts 1 presented Himself living so that they might have some idea of life according to God? 

    JTWell, I thought that. You see, all that happened during the forty days was a pattern of what should come about later by the Spirit. Hence, among other things, He presents Himself alive, or living. They would see a living Man, and that would ever afterwards impress every one of them, and each one would say, That is what Christ was when I saw Him. And Peter, in presenting Dorcas, presented her alive, or living. There would be a woman set down in the midst of the saints. They would have before them constantly a living woman. Lazarus was one of those that sat at table with the Lord  a great testimony to life there. 

    QuesWould Colossians answer to the forty days of our Lord? 

    JTThat is what I thought. It is the working out of that in the Christian circle, or the assembly; we are to be brought into accord with Him. As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. He is the test for all. 

    JCSSo that, to follow the figure, Colossians would show that the bees had been active? 

    JTI thought we might work it out that way. There were bees and honey, showing typically, that the activity of life had yielded something the Lord would take up. He asks, Have ye anything here to eat? Luke 24:41. They gave Him part of a broiled fish and of an honeycomb, and He took it and ate before them. 

    MPMIn that way He drinks of the brook by the way, and gets refreshment from His saints. 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesWhat is the thought, He ate honey and went on? 

    JTIt indicates, I think, what the Lord receives now from those who are alive from the dead, for the assembly is the product of His death. He looks for the sweetness of mutual relations among the brethren. It is delightful. The Lords supper, for instance, rightly apprehended, is that we sit down together and feed on what is presented to us through the love of Christ seen in Him as dead; because it is a dead Christ that is before us immediately, not a living Christ. It is not that we remember Him as dead; we remember Him as alive  as absent; but the memorial is, in the simplest sense, that He has been into death  the blood separate from the body; that the Lord Jesus actually died, and that He died in love. Nothing can exceed the sweetness of that, as rightly apprehended. The saints sit down together and have communion in it, and love springs out of it. He gets His portion out of all that. 

    JCSSo that the love which is carried to us in the suggestion of a dead Christ is to be formative and productive. We have thus something in life answering spiritually to what was seen in Him during those forty days. 

    JTThat, I think, is exactly what we come to. It is a question for us all, how much we are in that life as in the assembly; and we should not go beyond our measure in our activity there. 

    QuesWould you say this evidence of life is to be seen here on earth? 

    JTThat is really the Christian circle  the green spot, anticipating the time when life shall be apparent everywhere. The Christian circle is the green spot now, and Colossians is to remove all that hinders; the thorns and weeds that grow naturally have to be kept out. That is what Colossians is mainly for, so that there should be full development of life in the assembly. There is thus the full result of holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God, Colossians 2:19. The Lord gets His portion, and He gives it to the Father. There is an indication here (Judges 14) that the Father gets His part. 

    WJPWould that occur on Lords day morning: he ate and went on, and gave to his father and mother? 

    JTWell, one would not strain the scripture or be fanciful, but there seems to be an indication there of what the Lord does. Samson turned aside to see the carcase of the lion, and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat, Judges 14:8,9. 

    GRGWould that be an example of the Lord accepting the honeycomb from His disciples and appropriating to Himself the fruit of His own death? 

    JTWell, that is what I was thinking. In Luke 24 He comes to them and says, Have ye here any meat? The bees had been working. The two had returned from Emmaus having had their share of the honey, because the Lord appeared to them in the breaking of bread, and they related that; but the others also had been working, because the Lord had appeared unto Simon, and they were all there together in the light of these things; thus the honeycomb was being formed. Hence when the Lord comes, He says, Have ye anything here to eat? That put them to the test. He knew what was there, but He would bring it out. 

    WJPHow do you view the lion in death? 

    JTIt is death, but now productive of life as Christ has been into it. It says, it roared against him (verse 5); but now the bees and honey are in the carcase. 

    EBMcCIt sets forth the death of Christ, and the assembly coming out of His death. 

    JTYes, it is a striking figure of that. The bees are in the carcase, and the honey was there; so that it is life out of death, or through death. 

    WJPI suppose Samsons riddle would explain that. 

    JTYes, quite. 

    JCSIf the Lord were to come and ask us whether we had anything to eat, it might be testing. Have we any honey, and are we in life? 

    JTIt is not necessary that everyone should speak. It is a question of the power of life, as I remarked; because it may be that we need to hear something from Him that would be of more value than what we are endeavouring to say to Him. He would have something to say to us. 

    RMcMWould we be conscious of what our measure is, and know when we are out of breath? 

    JTI think if we were with God we should know just when we had reached the limit of our worship. Of course the Lord helps us as we draw near to God, but there is much repetition of words, which should be avoided; and then a brother need not speak just because he is present. 

    QuesIs the honey found in the assembly? 

    JTI think it is the product of mutual relations. 

    QuesThe result of the affections of the saints, would you say? 

    JTJust so, as set together in the assembly. 

    JCSSo that we should know when we are in assembly whether we are out of breath, so to speak; whether we are going beyond the power of life. 

    JTThe Lord might have something to say. One idea in the assembly is that He speaks. He loves to hear our voices, but He speaks. The setting of 1 Corinthians is: in chapter 11 you have the Lords supper; then in chapter 12 His operations; in chapter 13 it is love in the saints, which is the way of surpassing excellence; and in chapter 14 ministry. 

    JCSSo that when breath no longer remains, to keep up the figure, the Lord may address a word to us at that moment. It would be for us to listen then. 

    JTI think one feature of the assembly is for the very purpose that there might be divine speaking, which results in replenishment. There is always increase from the Head; increase, not through what we say, but rather in what He says. Holding fast the head, from whom all the body, Colossians 2:19 etc. The increase is in what comes from the Lord. 

    QuesAre you limiting your remarks to when we are actually in assembly? 

    JTI am speaking for the moment of that, because as there you would look for the movement of life in what we are before God. The honeycomb represents more than one bee; it is the outcome of mutual relations, so there is something for the Lord. 

    JCSI suppose there is no moment when the affections of the saints are so susceptible, or when they can be so readily impressed with what is spiritual. It seems really a unique moment for the Lord to address us at that time; He would say something to us. 

    RemThe land beyond Jordan flowed with milk and honey. 

    JTYes, just so; there is plenty there. 

    MPMBut we are not able to sustain our part very long; we have limitations. 

    JTGenerally we cannot afford very much, and the Lord knows that we are very limited. It is wisdom to recognise our limitations. 

    MPMThe danger is of becoming artificial. 

    EBMcCIs there not a certain light governing us at that moment? 

    JTThere is a certain light which governs us as we come together to break bread. Then there is the thought of what we are for God, and for that you need particularly to have power. Many break bread, and so far own they are helped and nourished, but do not go over Jordan; they are not disfellowshipped by that. They are in the assembly, but they lack the power to go over Jordan. It is as we recognise the Lord as Head that He would lead us to the Father. But then that is not all. 1 Corinthians shows there is more than that. As a matter of fact there is all that follows during the week as the extension of the saints having come together in assembly. This is one thing; but there is another, and according to 1 Corinthians 14 the assembly involves ministry, and prophecy edifies the assembly. 

    MPMAnd would the light that governs us in coming together thus govern the Lords ministry to us at that time? 

    JTI think so. A message from the Lord is opportune, and if we consult the saints we would find they enjoy it. We have to admit it, most of us need constantly to be ministered to. 

    HLDWould there be a special character about that ministry? 

    JTNo doubt there would. What we have just then been engaged with would lend a peculiar character to it. It would be a word from the Head. 

    SFWould you say that such a word would fit in well and come about when breath is exhausted? 

    JTWell, that is what I thought. The Lord might speak to us then. 

    QuesJoseph said to his brethren, come near to me. Genesis 45:4 Would that involve the idea? 

    JTI think that leads on to the assembly  to what we are before God. Then there were communications after that which Joseph made. That would fit in with what we were saying. 

    JCSSo you think a word at that moment would descend gracefully on the spirits of the saints. 

    JTIt is the refreshment of the dew coming down mediatorially, I apprehend, because Hermon refers to Christ as the Mediator. I would like to leave with the sense that something came into my soul from the Lord; also that something had gone from me to Him. 

    QuesWould you say that ministry from the Lord in the assembly would be productive of further breathing? 

    JTNo doubt. 

    EBMcCIt is the five words in the Spirit  a word from the Lord. 

    JTBrevity is the thing, but each of the five words has its own weight and power. 

    QuesIt would be like a word fitly spoken? Proverbs 25:11. 

    JTWell, just so; it is just a word, but it is fitly spoken, and becomes an ornament. 

    QuesWould you mind saying a word about in assembly? 

    JTWe come together in assembly to break bread; that is how we come together; and it is the beginning of the week. It would seem that 1 Corinthians 11, 1 Corinthians 12, 1 Corinthians 13 and 1 Corinthians 14 cover the whole week, because all the ministry that comes in is of a piece, but it begins with the breaking of bread. 

    QuesWould you expect to find the savour of it at the prayer meeting? 

    JTYes. The assemblys life is one of weeks, in a sense. We learn individually by the day; so you have the time between the resurrection of Christ and the coming of the Spirit  fifty days, or weeks (see Leviticus 23); sometimes it is weeks, sometimes days. I think the weeks refer to assembly history, and the days to individual history. 

    QuesThe assembly would answer to the swarm of bees? 

    JTI thought that. Judges 14 would give you the initial idea, not that one would be fanciful; but there is denoted in a Swarm of bees all the energy of life. They are all active, and there is the result. They are not working aimlessly. I think the bee represents life in its instincts. There are no creatures more marked by intelligent instincts than bees. 

    EBMcCThe instincts of life were with Deborah  the name meaning a bee. 

    WJPThe bee always works toward the hive. It is not the individual idea. 

    JTIt is collective. The bee works collectively. 

    QuesWould you say that the honey given by, Samson to his father and mother would bring in the thought of the family? 

    JTNo doubt. There is an indication there of what the Lord does. 

    JCSThe great thing to look for is the activity of life in the assembly. Colossians has been introduced as showing that certain things have to be guarded, or they will neutralise that. 

    JTThen another thing in regard to Samson. While there is much about his history that is very humiliating and extremely incongruous to us, to say the least, still, the life-line runs through his history, and this is developed in chapter 15. He finds a fresh jawbone of an ass, meaning that this life which has just begun must be sustained by being kept near death; death is ever there; and the Lords supper, I think, maintains the death of the Lord in its freshness continually, so that we do not get far removed from it. If we do the life is not sustained, because this life is out of death. It is a great principle of the life we have. He takes (as the better version reads) a fresh jawbone. Judges 15:15. Death had just happened. The Lords supper should ever be as if it had happened just now; it should come to us as if we were present when it occurred. Thus the Lords supper, rightly apprehended, maintains us in freshness  it is a fresh jawbone; so we are kept near the death of the Lord always. Then, later, he takes the gates, bar and all  showing the energy of life in power  and takes them up to the top of the hill before Hebron, which, I think, directs us to Colossians, which is our Hebron. It is before the world was. It is the purpose of God for us, outside the world. That is what you get in Samson, and I think it helps greatly as to the maintenance of life amongst us, because if I am to reach Colossians it is not enough that I have the Spirit of God; I must be formed. The Spirit is only mentioned once, and that is to say that they loved in the Spirit; that was the kind of love they had at Colosse. It was not a preferential love  not of special friendships, but love like Gods love. Love in the Spirit is general  you love all the saints. 

    MPMThe word together would come in there. 

    RemIt is the privilege of all to contribute to the honey supply. 

    JTIt is; every saint should have something. The Lord went after two on the way to Emmaus. I understand Emmaus means what is insignificant. The Lord, in going out after them and bringing them back, shows that He is concerned about the most insignificant believer. He appeared to these two; then they contributed. The most insignificant, as we speak, is intended to contribute. 

    MPMIt would be difficult to get a better illustration of the thought of mutuality than what is seen in a hive of bees. They are all working together for the commonwealth. 

    QuesIs there anything in the thought that it was a swarm  not a hive? They had swarmed. 

    JTThat word swarm has been used a good deal lately. Where meetings are too large it is a wise thing to swarm, so that you may all yield something for the Lord. 

    EBMcCYou were saying that bees have instinct. 

    JTI think they represent the intelligent instincts of life. We are brought into correspondence with Him in whom dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. In Colossians 1 all the fulness dwelt in Him personally; but in the second chapter it dwells in Him bodily, so as to be within our reach, and we are filled full in Him. That I take to be objective truth; that is, we are circumcised in his circumcision, in the putting off of the body of the flesh Colossians 2:11  the power of it; then we are baptised and risen with Him: buried with him in baptism Colossians 2:12; buried and risen with Him through the faith of the working of God, who raised Him from among the dead. So that positionally we are set up in relation to Christ as risen, as He was during the forty days. Then we are quickened  quickened together with Him. By the Spirit we are made to actually live with Christ, and this is the ground of the Christian circle. We are brought into correspondence with Christ, and made to live with Him in our affections. 

    JCSThat is the answer to Christ presented living  I mean the answer to it in the saints. 

    JTExactly. We are living now-we are living with Him. 

    RJWIt says in the Acts, he presented himself living after he had suffered Acts 1:3; He assembled with them. 

    JTThat is very good. The living One  He assembled with them. In Colossians 2 He has blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that stood against us; He has taken them out of the way; and then He spoils principalities and powers, making a show of them openly. Everything is removed, so that we need not be hindered by legal requirements  things belonging to a past dispensation but which have been set aside in His cross. 

    JCSNone of these things have any place in that sphere where there is life out of death. 

    JTHe has taken the handwriting out of the way. Now there is room for the development of life; so the next thing is, we are to hold the Head. The whole body, as it says, is nourished from Him: From whom all the body, by joints and bands, having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. Colossians 2:19. There is development of life from Christ. 

    HLDDo you think the saints touch life in part here and there, but do not continue in it? The great objective seems to be life. 

    JTI think we are very spasmodic. We touch it occasionally, but it is the continuance of the thing we should be concerned about. The object of the chapter is to develop life. 

    JCSThe continuance of it depends on how near we keep to the death of Christ. 

    QuesWhat is the increase of God? 

    JTIt is increase according to Him. If you look at the creation you see what wonderful bounty God has  how rich the supply is. No matter what part of the creation you look at, there is abundance. Take the heavens, see the immensity of things; or on the earth the same thing appears-the abundance of everything as God gives it. So, if you look at the Christian company, the increase is of that kind  it is great; it is according to God. 

    RemIf you take the figure of the bees in the activity of life you get increase. 

    JTThe thing is to increase in love according to the pattern of Christ  the increase of God. 

    JCSHow do we hold the Head? 

    JTIn our minds and affections. You apprehend Christ as He is. In Colossians He is Head personally; in Romans morally. In Romans He comes into my soul on moral grounds, because He is my Saviour; He has done everything for me, and eclipses all else. He supersedes everybody on moral lines. But in Colossians He is Head on personal lines, being what He is, He is the beginning of the creation of God. He is the Head of the body, the assembly. He must have pre-eminence in all things, because of what He is personally. Then in the epistle to the Ephesians He is made Head. God has made Him Head of the body now. We have to apprehend Him in these three lights in order to rightly hold the Head. 

    RJWIn Romans there is the power to solve all questions of good and evil, and in Ephesians He is able to bring to pass all the purposes of God. 

    JTIn Colossians you hold Him as He is presented there; then nourishment comes in from Him, and God gives the increase. There is the working of the joints and bands, and God gives the increase. 

    WJPWould holding the Head safeguard us from turning to any other source? 

    JTI often picture Mary Magdalene in John 20. Suppose you went to her with the latest book on philosophy and said, Mary, here is something that will help you. What would she think? The Lord was there, and He was everything to her. She needed nothing outside of Him. She would say, I dont need it. That is the point in Colossians; you do not need anything outside of Christ. 

    LDBThere is a book that sometimes troubles us a little  the hymn book. 

    JTSometimes, I think, our brethren come to the assembly with the hymn book and leave the Bible at home, which, to my mind, is an indication of a want of understanding of the assembly. They do not expect God to speak to them. The principle of the Bible is that God speaks to us; the principle of the hymn book is that we speak or sing to God. 

    QuesDo you think we arrive at the thought of His Headship in Colossians as we apprehend Him as the Son of His love? 

    JTThat is it. We are translated by the Father out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of His love. So He should be before us. 

    WJPYou would encourage us to bring both Bible and hymn book? 

    JTCertainly. The word of God and freely addressing him is the principle of Christianity. 

    MPMWhat you say brings in necessary adjustment for many of us. 

    EBMcCYou were speaking elsewhere of the highest note. How would that come in with a word from the Lord on Lords day morning? 

    JTIt is like the angel going up in the flame in Judges; but that would not hinder Him speaking. 

    JCSIt is the climax on the upward line, the other is the downward line. 

    JTExactly. 

    EBMcCWould you think giving out notices at the end a right thing? 

    JTThat means that you are closing the meeting, and is not right. If anyone undertakes to do anything that he means to indicate is the closing of the meeting, then I think he is a little out of line, because the assembly is left open; it is a weekly thing. It is the Lords matter, not mine; it is His assembly  it is left open. I think all that follows in the week is a continuation of the assembly. 

    SFThat is, our time expires, and it is necessary for us to go home, but as to the meeting, I like the idea that, it is left open. 

    GRGHe ... went on eating. Does that indicate that the supply of honey was continuously available? 

    JTJust so. 

    QuesWould you say our meeting this afternoon is an outcome of this mornings meeting? 

    JTYes, certainly. 

    QuesShould we always be moving on that line, in connection with what you were saying about the meeting being left open? 

    JTYes. It is available for the Lord when we come together; there is something for Him. Numbers 28 prescribes the number and order of Jehovahs offerings, and we are to be there to offer them. 

    GHCI think the end of Luke confirms what you have been saying. After the Lord partook of the fish and honeycomb He spoke to them and opened their understanding, so that they might understand the Scriptures, and then He led them out to Bethany. 
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    Colossians 2; Colossians 3:1 - 4; Joshua 3:1 - 6; Joshua 5:1 - 9

    RSSFor the benefit of those who were not with us yesterday, as well as for the benefit of those who were, I think several would be very glad to have you give an outline of what we had in connection with the first chapter of Colossians. 

    JTIt was thought that at the beginning a word on the Spirit would enable the younger ones to follow more intelligently our consideration of the epistle to the Colossians, so we looked at Exodus 17 and Numbers 21 in connection with Romans 5 and 8. We saw that the Spirit is given in answer to the sufferings of Christ. Not only is He given administratively, as expressing the wealth of heaven, the divine gift as at Pentecost, but He is given in answer to the sufferings of Christ (the Rock was smitten), and as so given and recognised by the believer, formation takes place and the believer progresses and acquires territory  spiritual territory. He learns to acquire territory, as illustrated in Numbers 21 in the Israelites taking the cities of the Amorites and dwelling in them. It was thought that Romans 8 answers to that and that the believer, having the Spirit, has begun to use the Spirit and by the Spirit to acquire things; he cries Abba, Father, by the Spirit. He consciously knows relationship with God as his Father. And then we dwelt on the first chapter of the epistle to the Colossians, in which we saw that the Father delivers us from the authority of darkness and translates us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 

    We saw also that the Spirit is mentioned but once, and this in connection with love, the saints having love in the Spirit, so that the work of the Spirit is more in evidence than the Spirit Himself. As translated into the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, we are prepared for His benign rule and influence, so that He becomes all to us; He becomes attractive. The Spirit of God enlarges on His personal greatness, and then we are brought into correspondence in that we are reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, so that God should present us holy, unblameable and unreproveable in His sight; and I think that a word from Joshua helps here because in the verse following that with which we finished in chapter 5 it is said that they encamped at Gilgal. The encampments of the people, beginning in Exodus, signified spiritual stages. God usually bound up some special phase of the truth in each encampment. I think that Colossians contemplates an encampment  a point reached. Certain lessons are learned, for what is presented is impressed on us daily during the period of the encampment. 

    GATWould you say we encamp in the territory we have taken? 

    JTYes, although the idea of taking territory does not appear until we come to Numbers 21. There were many encampments before that, but this encampment at Gilgal, which was of long duration, was an important one. The saints, having entered Canaan, were to learn daily the meaning of the rolling away of the reproach of Egypt. It is a lesson hard to learn. 

    GWHAnd even though they proceeded from Gilgal, yet they returned. 

    JTThey returned after their conflicts so that they might ever learn that the flesh profits nothing. 

    JB-tDid they encamp there all the days of Joshua? I thought they went further. 

    JTYes, they set up the tabernacle at Shiloh; but after Joshuas death the angel of the Lord went from Gilgal to Bochim. It was after they lost the meaning of Gilgal that the angel removed from Gilgal and went to Bochim (Judges 2:1); there had been a breakdown. 

    AFMI suppose after Gilgal, in contrast with an encampment, you have a dwelling. 

    JTQuite. They had reached a land of promise; Caleb, who was the first to claim it, refers to his lot as a possession for ever; (Joshua 14:9). 

    AFMYou might speak of Romans as being an encampment; possibly that which we considered yesterday morning, that is, Colossians, another one. I mean Gilgal as suggested by Colossians. 

    JTYes, I think so. Jephthah speaking to the king of Ammon, outlining the territory acquired by Israel as having come out of Egypt, would indicate, I think, what was recovered during the Reformation. It was territory outside of Canaan, but nevertheless territory acquired; Jephthah outlined the extent of that territory, pointing out that it was taken from the Amorites  not from Ammon and Moab; (Judges 11:15 - 22). 

    AFMDo you think that the truth of the presence and operation of the Spirit was recovered during the Reformation? 

    JTI think Romans in a general way. 

    AFMJustification by faith. 

    JTI do not suppose that Romans 8 was understood, but later the heavenly territory has been acquired, and that involves Colossians. I think the word may be regarded to mean correction. It is so given. It would be, therefore, Gilgal in a general way. It would be a point reached which involves constant correction or discipline. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth (Colossians 3:5). 

    RSSWhat is meant exactly by rolling away the reproach of Egypt? 

    JTIt is the putting off of the body of the flesh in the death of Christ; the flesh, as marking Egypt, is a reproach now. It must not be brought into service in relation to the things of God. We know how extensively it is seen in the religious world around us, how Egyptian ways and principles are employed. They are employed almost generally, and without any sense of shame at all, in the religious systems around us, whereas circumcision implies that all that is rolled away. God has done it. 

    AFMAre the things in chapter 2 what you refer to  the things that are in the world? 

    JTYes, Colossians 2 deals with them. What may distinguish one in the world is a reproach in the assembly. 

    GATSo that if the parents were taking account of it in the way you are speaking now, they would have circumcised them while in the wilderness. They were careless about it. 

    JTThey were careless about that, exactly, whereas when you arrive at Gilgal, the Canaan side of Jordan, the question is raised. God impresses it upon them. The Canaanitish kings become terrorised and that, of course, would tend to elate the flesh and give the flesh further opportunity of exalting itself. God immediately brought in this principle  there must be circumcision; that is to say, the flesh is not to clothe itself with the results of divine power; it must get no credit at all. 

    AMHIn Romans it would be more what the conscience would have to say, but here, do you not think, it is a question of circumcision as a result of affection working in us, that what is not according to the new pattern is unseemly in our eyes? 

    JTThat is it. Perhaps you might have something to say about it. 

    AMHIt is more elegant things, things that man might approve of. In Romans 7 it is things you must disapprove. They are contrary to the enlightened conscience and become offensive on that ground, but the things that have been brought in, as you were saying, in regard to divine things are more what is elegant in the eyes of the world. The apostle refers to them  a Hebrew of the Hebrews, things that men might boast in, but not boasting in what is in relation to Christ. 

    JTJust so, so that in this chapter he brings in the mystery  not as it is in Ephesians, the mystery of Gods will (Ephesians 1:9), but the mystery In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (verse 3). He says, Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit. Having in the mystery all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, they did not need philosophy and vain deceit. 

    JB-tIs there not reference to the reproach of Egypt in these  the wisdom of the Egyptians? 

    JTYes, all that which attaches to Egyptian ways, what marked the Egyptians. We are exposed to what would pass in the world of refinement, the world of literature, the world of learning  philosophy and vain deceit would hold there. 

    AMHIs not what precedes this in chapter 1:27, This mystery ... Christ in you, the hope of glory, the displacing power, as you might say  the Lord and all that marks Him, having a place in our affections, would not that have a displacing effect and prepare us for recognising the other as reproach? 

    JTQuite so. One has often thought of the Lord as He came into the company of His disciples after He rose from the dead, if one were to bring Mary Magdalene, for instance, a book of science or philosophy, and say, Now, this is a very good book, what would she think about it? She would think of the Lord and say, All is here  not only the wisdom seen in the physical system, the wisdom which all the sciences professedly seek after, the science of astronomy or geology, or whatever else, they all professedly seek after the wisdom in the physical creation. Doubtless later she would understand that there was not only that, but the hidden wisdom which had not been brought into action in the physical system, which God before the world prepared unto our glory (1 Corinthians 2:7). Christ was this among the Gentiles, particularly in the Greek world, I think; because, as a matter of fact, Pauls personal ministry was generally confined to the Greek world, from Jerusalem to Illyricum (Romans 15:19). His active apostolic labours were mainly confined, as far as Scripture goes, to the original Greek world, and he would bring there, not only what wisdom was employed in the physical creation of the world and the formation of the universe, but the hidden wisdom. The word hid is prominent in this epistle. God has been most lavish in the physical system, in what He has displayed, but He has reserved something. 

    WMIt is now hidden in the mystery. 

    JTIt was hid before the world. It was prepared for us  which God ordained before the world unto our glory. It is a very wonderful thought that there is wisdom which God prepared before the world for our glory. 

    WMIt was like the introduction of a new library into the Greek world. The believer did not need to consult any other books. 

    JTAnd so the testimony, as Paul presented it in its full height in Ephesus, brought down the books of this world. They went down before it, for what were they in the presence of the wisdom brought in by the Spirit and the unfolding of the mystery of God? 

    AFMThey were just books of curious art and charms. 

    JTJust so, and those who had them brought them and burnt them (Acts 19:19). It is a striking testimony to the power of the truth in the saints. The books were not ordinary, but such as had especial power over mens minds. 

    GWHIt says, So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed (Acts 19:20). 

    WMI suppose the Greek mind was the most cultured that has ever existed in the world, before or since. 

    JTIt was known to be that. It had that place, and has it today. 

    GATWhy did they burn the books? 

    JTThat they did so shows how completely the truth had laid hold of the saints. The books were not only useless and damaging to them, but to all others. 

    EHTWhat connection is there with the physical world and the mystery? 

    JTWell, Proverbs 8:30 says, Then I was by him, as one brought up with him, as the physical system developed, but then in Proverbs 9:1 it says, Wisdom hath builded her house; that is another thing, and it is an allusion to the assembly. If Wisdom builds her house, you have that in which is displayed the all-various wisdom of God. 

    AMHDo you think the seven pillars suggest the spiritual character of everything there, including the thought of spiritual beauty? Our tendency is to be attracted by something that strikes the mind. There is spiritual excellence and beauty in everything that is introduced by Christ. 

    JTOne is reminded of Pauls labours at Corinth, which was renowned for its architecture. Corinthian architecture is famed even now, and what is so remarkable is that the architect of the assembly, as he calls himself in that letter, dwelt there as a tent-maker. He was actually labouring in that city as a tent-maker, that is, he had no thought at all of corresponding with what was in Corinth, or vying with them in any way. He was just a tent-maker. The word craft is used. He was of the same craft as a man and his wife, and yet in his soul, or, as I should say, in his mind, by the Spirit of God, there was the full design of the assembly  a greater thing than is spoken of in Proverbs 9. The physical system is not comparable with Wisdoms house. Chapter 9 is Wisdoms house, and Paul was the architect, or the master-builder, of that. He had all the light of God in his soul, as you may say, while working as tent-maker in the reputed city of architecture! 

    AFMI think the connection there is very beautiful. In coming to Corinth he was in the truth of Gilgal. He said, I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2). His power lay in that. 

    ALIs it not important in that connection that the name of the place was called Gilgal unto this day? Paul kept it up, and I presume unto this day would bring it down to our day, would it not? 

    JTWell, it brought it down to the day of the writer. That often appears in Scripture. But it is sorrowful to note the discontinuance of the principle in later days, as you get in Amos 5:5: Seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal. These places had lost their spiritual meaning. Seek ye me, God says, instead of these places; but while they retain their spiritual force let us abide in them. 

    ALSo that Paul maintained the truth of circumcision, not only in his soul, but in his testimony in the face of all the learning and philosophy, and do you not think that we would get rid of a great deal if we burned a lot of our books  I mean morally, burned the thought and idea of having in our minds any trace of what is human? For instance, Samuel, in connection with Agag, the king was a desirable person, evidently, in Sauls mind, but Samuel hewed him to pieces before the Lord in Gilgal (1 Samuel 15:33). 

    JTVery good. He came to him delicately, that is, he had the marks of refinement about him. 

    ALAnd he said, Surely the bitterness of death is past (1 Samuel 15:32). 

    JTYou can see how in Paul, according to the way he presents himself in this epistle, we have before our eyes a model  a man who had every means of acquiring the wisdom of this world; he had access to the princes of this world; the princes would be the leaders; he had every means of acquiring all that they had. He was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, he said, and yet see him at Corinth, he abode at Gilgal and maintained that outward lowliness  outwardly a simple person. As he says, he came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom (1 Corinthians 2:1), but maintained his relations with Gilgal. But it was not that he had not got the hidden wisdom: We speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought, but ... the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory (1 Corinthians 2:6,7). Now, that is what he would open up to us in this epistle; with this in view we get what you may call negative ministry, stressing what Gilgal represents. 

    GATDo you connect that with baptism? 

    JTIt precedes baptism here. Circumcision is the leading feature, I think, of the negative teaching of this chapter. 

    AMHThat is, you mean it is viewed here as done in Christ. 

    JTWe are circumcised in the circumcision of Christ in the putting off of the body of the flesh, that is to say, the whole thing. That is what I understand; the whole thing has been dealt with effectually in Christ. 

    AMHWe are taken back to the cross, and I suppose if we could feel it more, the shame there is in clinging to anything of the flesh, in our ministry or in our conduct with one other, it would make room for increase of power, and the apprehension of the mystery. 

    AFMWould you tell us the difference between concision and circumcision? 

    JTI suppose concision was a kind of half measure; it was not the whole thing. 

    AFMIt was more like an appearance or a show, and so was deceptive; the saints were warned against it (Philippians 3:2). 

    JTCircum is the whole thing; it goes all the way. 

    WMConcision would retain the religious flesh. 

    EGMcANow that we are not supposed to go to Gilgal nor Bethel, where do we go? Is it to the Person? 

    JTWell, where there is general departure we have got to begin over again, and that is what Amos 5:4 insists on: Seek ye me. You will have observed that in Amos. 

    AMHI was thinking in connection with that how everything is revived in Christ personally. I was thinking of Elijahs journey, how he leads Elisha through all that series of places in which breakdown had occurred, to recover the principles of them in vitality in himself. 

    JTThat is the thing. Elijah would represent the Lord and, as in the company of Elijah, Elisha would understand what each place signified. It would be a new start for him, and so I think in our own times the ministry of John begins with the Person of Christ, not what He was genealogically, nor humanly, nor ministerially, but what He was personally  In the beginning was the Word (John 1:1). He establishes a basis on which every true Christian can stand. A man is not a Christian at all unless he is interested in the Person of Christ. John is like Amos in that way  Seek ye me. That is the thing, not Gilgal, nor these religious things. They had a place, but departure has robbed them of their force and we have got to begin over again. Hence the Lord gives no name 

    to the dwelling-place when Johns disciples, who followed Him, inquired where He dwelt (John 1:38). 

    AMHThey were attracted to the Person. They were leaving Gilgal. All had broken down and John calls attention to Him, and they were attracted to the One in whom everything was embodied. I was interested in Elisha, that the first step Elijah went with Elisha was from Gilgal; afterwards, Elisha goes with Elijah. Where there is any movement on this line, recovery of what God has introduced, God is immediately with you. He (Elijah) went with Elisha from Gilgal and then touches all these places, that Elisha might be enlarged, and he crosses Jordan. Do you think that is right? 

    JTVery beautiful indeed, very suggestive; so, in going over Jordan with Elijah, walking and talking with him, and seeing him go up, Elisha, coming back with a double portion of his spirit, would visit these places with intelligence. There was therefore a new start for himself and for the people. 

    AMHA new cruse is introduced, an entirely new one. 

    GATWould you mind repeating what you said about how I get on? 

    JTWell, just to see the Person of Christ as brought in in John. The Person of Christ is brought in, and if one is not ready to listen to Him, what is there? If I am not interested in the Person of Christ Himself, as presented in John 1, I am not born of God. 

    GATSo, If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-atha (1 Corinthians 16:22). 

    JTJust so, John therefore, instead of bringing in doctrine, brings in the Person. There is a new beginning. Seek ye me, it says in Amos. As many as received him (John 1:12). If the Person is received there will be following; therefore, as you said, Elijah tested Elisha. He would go further, but Elisha would follow  even through death itself. 

    AMHIt might be well to refer to that scripture in Amos 5:4 - 8. Seek ye me and ye shall live: but seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer-Sheba; for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity and Bethel shall come to nought. Then the passage runs on to the creatorial questions of Jehovah, who is to be sought. 

    EGMcAIs the secret of the lost significance of Bethel and Gilgal found in verse 4 of the previous chapter? 

    JTQuite: Come to Bethel, and transgress, etc. People take up these religious things and pursue their own will, so that there is need for a new start. John, I think, contemplated the departure and began over again. He begins with Christ, with His Person. He is the test to everybody. 

    AMHHe begins by the contemplation of His glory. 

    AFMJohn seems to drop names and terms that are used in the epistles. It is the Person Himself. 

    JTThat is it. Things are to be learned afresh in Him. The temple, for instance, was His body. 

    AFMHe infers the house of God, but does not call it by name. 

    JTQuite. The Son  Himself again  abides in the house for ever. 

    ALIt is very remarkable that in our difficulties in the present day the presentation of Christ meets them all. 

    JTAs many as received him, it says. One is tested by Him. He came unto his own and his own received him not (John 1:11). That is the line on which John works. There must be a work of God in us, for The flesh profits nothing (John 6:63) 

    WMJohn does not enlarge on His relative titles so much; I mean he does not call Him Priest nor Head; the titles he uses are generally personal. 

    JTQuite. So in Johns ministry we have a new beginning, and everyone that loves Christ is sure to be affected by a right presentation of His Person. 

    Now, the next thing is there are those who have contemplated Him  whoever they may be, thank God for them. We have contemplated his glory; those who have affection for Him, and speak about Him. Then we got the testimony of the baptist; John 1:15. Here is a man who comes from God; what has he to say about this Person? There standeth one among you ... who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoes latchet I am not worthy to unloose (John 1:26,27), and he goes on to call attention to Christ, and how he became acquainted with Him: And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God (John 1:34). So that competent witnesses are brought forward to call attention to Christ, persons who have contemplated Him and a man sent from God. 

    Now, that is the way that recovery is brought about at the present time  the presentation of the Person of Christ. The next thing is, therefore, who will follow Him? The ministry of the baptist is so effective, so free from himself that his disciples turn away from him and follow Jesus, and they want to know where He dwells. There is no raising of questions about the Old Testament; it is simply a question of the Person. Later on the disciples of John and a Jew were disputing about purification (John 3:25), but there is nothing like that in the true followers of Jesus. They are not occupied with questions; they are occupied with the Person, and where the Person dwells. 

    EGMcAIs that the force of the expression, As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord? 

    JTThere it is. The Colossians had received Him. 

    EHTI was wondering why the title Christ was brought in so prominently. 

    JTThrough the Christ God effects everything and sets out His pleasure. The Colossians had received Him and they were to move on accordingly; walk in him. 

    AFMIf you leave it entirely with Him, He will lead you aright. 

    JTWalking in Him implies that you disallow all that is contrary to Him. As our brother pointed out, the movements of Elijah tested Elisha. But he was equal to the test: As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee (2 Kings 2:2); and then there are the sons of the prophets at a distance intruding, as if they knew better than Elisha. We have to contend with the sons of the prophets, but the great point is to cleave to Elijah  I will not leave thee. 

    JB-tSpeaking of the Lord, John says, And I knew him not (John 1:31), there was that which was hidden, but made manifest to faith. 

    JTYes. The point as to John here is sent  a man sent from God. He that sent me ... the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptiseth with the Holy Spirit. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God (John 1:33,34). So you have a competent witness. 

    GWH-nIn this encampment there are some very positive lessons: In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead; Paul was greatly concerned that the Colossians should not be diverted from this of which they were in danger. 

    JTIt is now bodily. We have to distinguish this from the mystery In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. This refers to the assembly, Christs body here, but all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily, so that we have all that now brought within our range. The Godhead was pleased to dwell in Him (chapter 1), but here it is in Him bodily, meaning that it is within our range. 

    ALIt is in a glorified and unlimited condition now. 

    JTYes, but the thing is the Godhead is in Him bodily. You can understand it. 

    AFMWas not the truth of the first chapter true of Him here as a Man on earth? It was there; that is, as Man here. 

    JTOh, I think that was true always. 

    JB-tHis personal greatness. 

    AFMHe was personally God. 

    JTYes, only I think He occupied a mediatorial place even before: By whom also He made the worlds (Hebrews 1:2). I mean Colossians 1 is a question of His Person, who He was. He is spoken of as creating everything. It is a question of the Person, but in the second chapter He is brought within our range; it is in Him bodily. The first chapter is not so much the condition He took (although this is stated) but the greatness of the Lords Person whether as Man or before. 

    AMHBodily, that is, it has taken form. Would you connect it with The image of the invisible God? It is all that God has given in a Man for our apprehension and appropriation. That is bodily, I think. 

    JTThe thought in the second chapter is that He has brought it all there, available to us. The point in the first chapter is to stress His Person, and so many glories are predicated of Him, but in this chapter it is a question of things being in Him bodily. He is a real Man in whom God in all that He is, dwells, and through whom He makes Himself known. 

    AFMIs not the viewpoint of chapter 1 from His manhood, that this Person whom we know was Creator, etc., and as Man here, all these qualities are found in Him? 

    JTYes, it is the Son of the Fathers love, but it is very like John 1. It is the Person, because all that He was divinely is necessarily in Him as a Person presented to my affections; but when it is a question of my participating in the things then it is what is in Him bodily. 

    AMHIt is very important to see that the fulness dwells in Him personally. That is one of His glories contemplated. The fulness of the Godhead dwelt there. 

    JTIf I think of the Person, I think of Him, whether in the body or before, but if I think of what is brought within my range for my appropriation now, it is what is in Him bodily. 

    AMHAs we already touched upon, In the beginning was the Word, but there is no appropriation of Him, or life brought to us, until He comes in flesh. The Word became flesh, it says, but we like to contemplate Him as In the beginning. That produces adoration. 

    WMDo you not think there was a mediatorial thought from all eternity? 

    JTWell, I think it is quite right to say that, because it says By whom. 

    WMIn Philippians 2:5 it says, Let this mind. The mind was there when He was in the form of God. 

    HDThe fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily, and then follows, Ye are complete in him. The complete thought as to us is suggested in that all fulness dwells in Christ bodily. 

    JTThere are two thoughts there. In him dwells all the fulness, and then Ye are complete, or filled full in Him who is the Head of all principality and power. The first is what He is to me from God; the second is what I am in Him towards God. 

    HDOne is consequent upon the other. One comes to me in all His fulness, and I am presented Godward in completeness. 

    JTAnd so He is Head from our side, which is a very great thing. As it says, Which is the head of all principality and power, in whom also ye are circumcised. As complete in him, all the things are stated to show how we correspond with Him, that is to say, in circumcision and in baptism. These are negative things. Quickening is positive. With him has to be noted here all through. 

    JB-tCircumcision and burial would be negative. 

    JTYes. 

    AFMRaised with Him is positive  raised and quickened. 

    EHTDo you want to say something about the opening verse of chapter 3 before we close? 

    JTWell, it is based on this chapter. If ye then be risen with Christ. It is important to see that, inasmuch as we are brought into correspondence with Christ through circumcision and baptism, and resurrection and quickening, there were certain things in our way, such as The law of commandments contained in ordinances (Ephesians 2:15). These things were in the way, and they are taken out of it by God. Men have brought them back again in the religious world. 

    WMDo you think that the word us here would confine these obstructions to the Jewish believers particularly? 

    JTI think it would. They would suffer most, but also some of the Gentiles; they knew law. Men have brought these things back, and that is the thing to notice. Men are going contrary to God. God took them out of the way, nailing them to the cross  a most remarkable statement  and men have set them up again in the most prominent and pretentious way. 

    AMHWhat would be the difference in practical effect (just to go back a moment) between circumcision and baptism? Frequently in the death of Christ baptism is presented as buried with Him. 

    JTI suppose circumcision has to do with the state in which we are, the flesh  In his flesh, therefore. Baptism has more to do with what is outside of us, with the world. One thus disappears out of the world. 

    AMHRisen, what is that? 

    JTWell, I think it is to take us beyond the domain of death  into Gods world indeed. It is not here dead to the world, as in Romans (Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin Romans 6:11), but I am taken out of it altogether, because Colossians is looking on to our going into the inheritance. This chapter is crucial; it is the chapter by which adjustments take place; I gradually pass out of the world and death altogether into the wide region of life. 

    AMHThrough the faith of the operation of God would be the laying hold of the power of God. Does that mean something which we enter into here  not that which is effected in His death merely, but faith is in operation? 

    JTI think so. It is faith in the work of God, but now you are in the light of what God is doing for you, leading up to Ephesians 1:19, The exceeding greatness of his power. 

    JB-tIs not there the thought that there is something buried here that never will be raised? 

    JTI think the thing is to see that it is with him, that you have been in the company, so to say, of Elijah all the way through. You are moving with Him; He has become an object to the affections. It is buried with him, raised with him. Faith is spoken of here once, because it is a question of being in the light of the operation of God, as seen in the resurrection of Christ. 

    RSSIt is not that we are actually raised, but we are raised by faith. 

    WMThat includes all Christians, whether advanced or not. 

    JTCertainly, from the divine side all is done, but it is said here of those who had faith in the power of God. 

    AFMIs not this the Jordan? Is not buried with him here the passage of the Jordan? 

    JTOh, it is. It is not the Red Sea that is in view. As has often been remarked, the Red Sea and Jordan are one thing, only in Jordan we are occupied with going into the land, not simply walking in newness of life and living before the world in testimony; going in, I am in company with the One I love and He knows where He is taking me. 

    AMHGoing over Jordan suggests a deliberate act. It is true of all Christians on the divine side, but it supposes a certain state arrived at and which can appreciate this feature of the truth. 

    JTThe work of God, as you intimate, lies underneath it. There is appreciation, or the ability to appreciate what is presented. 

    HDI was thinking of the eunuch. Was he buried in baptism at the death of Christ or at the time he was baptised? 

    JTHe could not be buried in baptism until he was baptised. As Elisha (2 Kings 13:20) died the subject of burying came into evidence. They were burying a man; now, burying is a great thing, because if a man have no burial he is worse off than if he had not been born at all (Ecclesiastes 6:3); and so, as Elisha died, they were burying a man, and the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at that time, and those who were burying him cast him into the sepulchre of Elisha. It was a very irregular thing, as if to point out that burial according to God had been interfered with by the Moabitish bands. I think the religious systems have interfered with the idea of burial according to God. Nevertheless, the man was cast into the sepulchre of Elisha and he went down. It was real burial. 

    AMHTouching the bones of Elisha brought him to life. 

    JTThat is it. He went down and touched the bones of Elisha and that is where life came in. I think that here in Colossians you have the true idea of burial; that is, we are buried with Him in order that we should be raised with Him. It is a real thing. This is the divine idea and then, alongside of that, you have quickening, that the man who is buried and raised is actually living. He is a living person. The man touched the bones of Elisha and he stood on his feet. 

    HDWhen does that actually take place, when I am actually baptized  buried with Christ, I mean? 

    JTYou see, we are contemplating burial through baptism as it is in the mind of God, and it involves faith. It is not the mere ceremony; it is the faith that is in it, the faith of the work of God in which I come to my baptism. I may have been baptised when I was young, as most of us have been, but I come to it. God brings me back to it, because it is not real burial to me until I am brought back to it. It is a matter of faith, and faith in the work of God. I have been really buried with Christ, and as He has been raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so shall I. I have got faith about that, but in the meantime I am quickened, like the man in Kings, I am standing on my feet in living affections with Christ. I am quickened with Christ. Correspondence with Christ is the great feature in this chapter. 

    EHTWould you say that the acceptance is by faith, but the consciousness of it is in the quickening? 

    JTYes; they go together. 

    AMHSo in the scripture you referred to in Joshua 3:4, everything was secured when the ark went over Jordan; and you have to go two thousand cubits behind. You recognise the greatness of the Lord as going before; and then it says, Ye have not passed this way heretofore. That is a matter for us to take up in divine energy, in a right spiritual state and love for Christ. 

    JTThen there were things that stood in the way. Naaman says to Elisha, Then let there ... be given to thy servant two mules burden of earth (2 Kings 5:17). It is really Of this earth, the earth on which Elisha stood. Now, that would save Naaman, as he went back to Syria, from mere religious ceremonies. He would be in the light of Elishas God and (the earth) the sense of what man is according to the testimony of Elisha. Now here death, burial, resurrection and quickening have fitted me for a new order of things entirely. But there were things that God had ordained, The law of commandments contained in ordinances (Ephesians 2:15). These stood against us, and it is a very remarkable thing here that these are also disposed of. I could not get rid of them, of course. The high priest at Jerusalem might bring them to bear on my conscience and say God has ordained these, but this passage says that God Himself has nailed them to the cross. He has taken them out of the way and all principality and power, religious or otherwise, they are all dealt with, so that the believer is free to enter into an entirely new order of things. His conscience is not troubled and his affections are released, so that he might be with God in association with Christ. 

    RSSYou said that burial has become irregular. What was your thought in regard to that? 

    JTWell, things have become very irregular in the sphere of Christian profession. But what comes out is that the man got down to the bones of Elisha in spite of that. 

    RSSIs that an illustration of what is true of Christians, that in baptism, accepted by faith, we are brought into touch with Christ and resurrection ensues? 

    JTYes, even if things have become very irregular, as they are. The man went down; it is a question of being with Christ. He went down. 

    HDHe went down because Christ went down. 

    WMAnd he was quickened by touching the bones of Elisha. 

    AFMThe form is all around us. They all baptise, but there is no power with the form. I was thinking of verse 18 for a moment  that would characterise what belonged to the unburied. 

    JTJust so. I do not think that the religious systems around us, although they baptise, understand it, nor mean it to be burial at all. But what you get here is that all these things release us. This chapter releases us in mind and affections, and consciously, so that we hold the Head. We hold fast the head from whom all the body ... increases with the increase of God. 

    AMHDo you think that burial would free us from what is authoritative? Circumcision frees us more from what has become a reproach. I was thinking of John 12, how they were free from the natural relationships which to a certain extent excluded the Lord, but they make Him a Supper, and these relationships are no longer mentioned, though each person is there. Lazarus sits at the table, Martha serves, and Mary fills the house with the odour of the ointment. Every one has his place, but in relation to Him now. Do you think burial would make room for that? 

    JTThat is very good. The relationships of nature do not enter into resurrection; they terminate in death. 

    AFMIn Genesis 22 Christ is raised in figure. In chapter 23 Sarah is buried, and in chapter 24 the assembly comes into view. I thought all the natural relationships are buried with Sarah. 

    JTSarahs is the first burial we get in Scripture and I think there is a divine principle in it. Being the progenitress of the family of faith, it was right that her burial should be mentioned as in the light of resurrection. 

    WMAnd Sarah is the only woman whose age when she died is told in Scripture. This is, no doubt, an additional honour. 

    JTIndicating, perhaps, what her life had been to God. 

    The beginning of chapter 3 is based on chapter 2, If ye then be risen with Christ ... Set your affection on things above. I am released; there is not a thing in my way now, not a thing against me. The flesh is disposed of, the world is disposed of, and the religious law that stood out against me is disposed of. I am free to enter on my heavenly portion where Christ is. 

    WMNothing but heavenly things now; we are ready for Ephesians. 

    AMHThe Christ here suggests that He stands out as the only One before the heart, that particular One. 

    AFMDoes that suggest The old corn of the land (Joshua 5:11) being brought in? 

    JTQuite, that is where we get it; we begin to live on the food of heaven; what is indigenous to heaven. How many of us know what that is, that which belongs to heaven? 

    RemIt says they kept the passover and They did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover ... And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land (Joshua 5:11,12). 

    JTYes, the manna does not end on the wilderness side of the Jordan. God supports us right over with the food we have been accustomed to, because you must have food. He says, Prepare you victuals (Joshua 1:11). You cannot pass over Jordan without support; you must have food. He supports you right to Gilgal, and then you begin to partake of the old corn of the land. The manna ceases. To be heavenly I have to live on what belongs to heaven. Thus I begin to realise that I am heavenly; for As is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly (1 Corinthians 15:48). 

  
    SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING (JT 31)

    Colossians 2:1 - 3; John 12:1 - 3; Genesis 15:8 - 21

    What is before me to speak about is spiritual intelligence; the importance of it, and the place it has in Scripture. Spiritual intelligence is to mark us as in relation with God both at the present time, and in the future. Intelligence and affection will stand out particularly in those who form the assembly, the vessel, as it is said, in which glory to God in Christ Jesus will shine unto all generations of the age of ages. 

    And so, in keeping with this, we find saints referred to in symbolic language in Revelation 4 as twenty-four elders. They represent the intelligence which accompanies experience with God, so that, as in heaven, they know what to do. They are not out of place there, or at a loss in anything they do or say. It is our privilege to have part in that august company expressed in these twenty-four elders. These elders are not simply twenty-four literal persons, but are representative of a vast number of persons all made to fit into this comparatively small numeral having a symbolical meaning. How blessed to have part in that distinguished company who are thus marked by intelligence which involves the knowledge of God and of the love which has come down to us in Christ! 

    The apostle has this in mind in writing to the Colossians; there the new man is said to be renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him, (chapter 3:10). This was to appear in that locality. The Holy Spirit gives us a scene in Johns account of the Lords ministry (John 12) which conveys the working out of what Paul had in mind in establishing assemblies in various localities. The divine thought is that the church should take form in this manner. It is well to remember that there is only one church, but then it takes definite form in localities. Hence we have the plural, churches, for all local assemblies are subdivisions of one great whole. 

    So Colosse and Laodicea are referred to in this letter; they were adjacent to each other but each was a distinct company. The letter to each was to be read also in the other assembly. The apostle therein expresses his exercises in relation to them and others whose faces he had not seen in the flesh. Those exercises had in view their intelligence, for he was made minister of the assembly to make known the mystery which had been hid from ages and from generations. Paul had the administration of it  it was Christ among the gentiles, the hope of glory. As Christ has this place in our hearts the mystery becomes intelligible to us. 

    The Lords enemies questioned as to whether He would go among the gentiles and teach the gentiles (John 7:35). This in truth He did in coming into the western parts of the world. He came through the gospel, by the Spirit, so that the mystery is spoken of as Christ in you gentiles. It is right to make much of Christ in heaven, but the mystery is not that. There is really no mystery about that; it is a plain fact. The disciples saw Him go up, and He will come back as He went up. The mystery is how He can be among the gentiles now; how He can be in us. And in that connection there are treasures in the mystery, as the apostle says, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. So you see that there is here on earth that which is of a mysterious nature, which is alone understood by the saints of God, and as understood, there is discerned that in it are all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. Nothing in the way of wisdom and knowledge as God views them, lies outside the mystery. 

    Now that is what the apostle had in mind, and what I had in mind in a lesser way, wishing to point out how it is expressed concretely in the scene at Bethany. What I wish is to shew in detail how each believer comes into the good of it intelligently. It is a most important suggestion, and should appeal to every believer: how I am to get into the knowledge and certainty of things; how I am to know that I really have a place in the wonderful inheritance of God. 

    Now I take up Abram because he represents the believer. No one in the world is of any value morally unless he is a believer. Abram is father of us all, (Romans 4:16), the great type of all believers; in this very chapter he is designated as having believed God. God was shewing him that he should have a son; and it is said that he believed Jehovah; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness, (verse 6). You see thus how there is prefigured in Abram the wonderful dignity and gain of a believer. So it is repeated in Romans 4 that Abram believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness. That is how we are taken account of as believers; and this is brought within the range of everybody; everyone who believes God is accounted righteous. That is a leading feature of this chapter: Abram was a believer, and thus reckoned righteous. Then he rightly inquires: Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? He desired to know how he should possess the inheritance. He says, Lord God, how shall I know? One can understand how that question re-echoes in our hearts, for many are not very sure. You will remember how Luke wrote to Theophilus that he might know with certainty the things wherein he had been instructed. So Abram desired to know with certainty. Now I wish you to follow carefully what we have here; in doing this, we shall see how we can know with certainty that we shall possess the inheritance which God has prepared for us. 

    Jehovah says, Take me a heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and also, as you notice, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon  five things. Abram was to be in covenant relation with God. Hence in effect God says, I wish to shew you how you are to come into this, and become assured, as you desire, that your seed will actually possess the inheritance. Hence He says, Take me. Abram was already a believer, but now it is a question of acting for God, in what He is doing. Take me, He says, a heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old. They were all to be of three years old. Three years old in a heifer, a goat or a ram, means much more than three years of age in a person. Typically, it is maturity, perhaps youthful maturity. I refer, of course, to spiritual maturity in the believer, set out in Abram. 

    Many of us remain babes too long. In 1 Corinthians 3 the apostle has to say that the saints at Corinth were babes, when they should have been grown men; hence he exhorts them to go on to maturity. It is quite right to be a babe at one time, but not to remain a babe; for that would indicate a dwarfed condition. So you see that this certainty is based upon our mature growth. In malice, the apostle says, be babes; but in your minds be grown men, (1 Corinthians 14:20). That is the idea of the three years old. 

    Then you will observe that the first two creatures prescribed were to be females, a heifer and a she-goat. When the female is presented affection is in view, i.e., the subjective side of things. This feature, as in this passage, suggests that you love and know why you love and whom you love. It is a great thing when we arrive at the moment when we consciously love. The first one in Scripture contemplated as saying, I love, was the Hebrew servant, Christ typically (Exodus 21). Romans presents the elements of love; it is said in that epistle (chapter 5) that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit; and that God commends His love to us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. In chapter 8 we have the response to this in those who love God. 1 John 3:16 says, Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us. We learn love in that way in Christ; and then we love. That is what God would make known to us; and it indicates a certain maturity. The apostle says to the Corinthians, in effect: If you remain babes I can never speak words of wisdom to you. In writing to them, Paul strongly reminded them of the necessity of growth in wisdom and in affection. He says, we speak wisdom among them that are perfect, (1 Corinthians 2:6). Love in God is not based on responsiveness, but on the principle of sovereignty. With us it is a question of response: We love him, because he first loved us, (1 John 4:19). Thus Jehovah reminded Abram, here in type, that there must be a certain maturity and a certain responsiveness in the way of affection. It is as we love that we attain knowledge according to God; there must therefore be growth in love. Knowledge acquired aside from this is spurious, and it is sure to puff up. We may pride ourselves in it, but it really comes under the heading of leaven; and should be so classified. 

    There is also the ram of three years old, it also is matured, and would denote devotedness and progenitiveness, for God had in mind from the very outset, that there should be fruitfulness. Then besides that there was to be taken a turtle-dove and a young pigeon. They are indeed typical of smallness, but if we analyse the use of these birds in Scripture we shall see that they denote a certain spiritual sensitiveness. Spirituality is a small element with most of us, but it is absolutely essential that it should be accompanied by intelligence; our intelligence must be spiritual. The turtle-dove and the pigeon have a great place in the offerings. God values them though they are small, for they represent what is spiritually sensitive, and God sets a great price upon that! 

    Now these are the requirements, if we want to have knowledge. God says, Take Me these things; and Abram does so. But He did not tell Abram what to do with them. What is so beautiful here is that Abram knew exactly what to do. What appears in this respect in the book of Genesis is most important, namely, that intelligence comes from instinct. We have no law in Genesis as to sacrifice and approach to God; Abram and the men of faith acted under the intelligence of instinct, which is the surest and truest. Then come Exodus and Leviticus in which we have the law to regulate the service of God. But Abram here anticipates these books in what he does. Indeed the very thing he does here, the dividing of the sacrifices, is alluded to much later, in Jeremiah 34:18,19, shewing the far-reachingness of faith in the way of intelligence; it shews what faith is in this sense. He divided the larger creatures but he did not divide the birds; he knew exactly what to do. Then he set up the parts of each victim over against the other parts; this provides for the covenant, a passage being made between the pieces. It is a remarkable scene in which the believer is acting. Let us take it to ourselves, since it is for us. Here I am face to face with God, as answering to His mind. I ask intelligence and God is shewing me the way to it. 

    And now Satan comes; the birds of the air came down upon the carcases. Satan would always interfere with a scene like this; we may be sure of that; he will always be set to defeat the desire of a soul in relation to growth in spiritual intelligence. Thus we come to conflict, and what do we get without it? Nothing. In Exodus, as the children of Israel moved towards the land of promise, Amalek came up; he represents Satan working through the flesh. In this scene the birds of prey come down, symbolical of evil spirits which would rob us of the intelligence we would seek, and which God has for us. But Abram scared them away. I wonder how many young people here have learnt to act against Satan? How many have definitely taken up the conflict? The coming up of Amalek (Exodus 17) shews that the conflict begins as soon as one gets the Spirit. The flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, (Galatians 5:17). We must first learn to discern evil, and then to act against it. We shall never be of use in the house of God unless we do this; and if we do not so act, Satan will surely rob us of our goal, of all that God has for us; at least, of our realisation of it now. Faith in Abram scared the birds of the air away. His faith was effective, it gave him moral power; he gained the victory, for the sacrifices were preserved for God. 

    We further read: When the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. I wonder how many of us have known exercise of this character? It came upon him at the end of the day. You may have been a believer for some time, but now you say to God in prayer that you would like to know more; that you would like to be sure of things, and so God allows you to go through some bitter experience. There is one lesson necessary to learn early, i.e., that the flesh is our nearest enemy, and it has to be judged. God has to allow Abrams seed to dwell in a foreign land the long period of four hundred years that they might learn this typically. Here, as you see, one day in Abrams experience was finishing. Our lives are made up of days. It is said that Abram died in a good old age, old and full of days. This was one of Abrams most important days. So the believer on the high-road to intelligence with God must have these bitter experiences. It is not that God has pleasure in them, but He sees them necessary for us (compare Romans 7); He loves us too well to permit the flesh to continue unjudged. He knows what is within, the working of the flesh, which is our greatest enemy, in a way, appearing in a thousand forms to thwart us on the high-road to the knowledge of God; to conformity to the image of Gods Son. 

    And so a horror of great darkness came over Abram. Let us face this also, for it is certain that a similar experience must be passed through by us. Jehovah then said to Abram that his seed should serve a nation in a strange land, and be afflicted by it four hundred years, and that afterward He would bring them out with great substance. Is not all this worth while? It is in this way that knowledge comes to us. Gods people are to be immensely wealthy in the full knowledge of Himself. They are to know, as the apostle says, the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe ... which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead, (Ephesians 1:18 - 20). Then God impresses upon Abram what these four hundred years would mean. His seed were to be in a foreign land and to undergo that long period of oppression. This really began in Abrams own lifetime, as if he himself had to share in this awful experience by what he passed through so that his state as in the flesh should be discovered and judged. 

    Then we read: it came to pass when the sun had gone down, and it was dark, that behold, there was a smoking furnace, and a flame of fire which passed between those pieces. Here we have another thing: God is coming in, and we see how He comes in. The smoking furnace and the flame of fire are symbols of His power. The former refers to our Lord Jesus Christ entering into death in all the blackness of night. All was black night as the Lord Jesus entered into death, as it were, between the pieces. It speaks of His death in the awful reality of it. And the latter speaks of Gods power, as He comes triumphantly out. In His death God secures and establishes everything. Christ in love has entered into death willingly and freely. Gods love was in it, as is said, He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32). The flesh therefore has to go, and we must accept this fact; none of us can pass by this truth. We have to learn that the flesh is utterly abominable in Gods sight, and therefore utterly futile in the purpose of God. Our Lord Jesus Christ entered into death even as the smoking furnace and the flame of fire passed between the pieces. It is alluded to in Jeremiah 24 as a form of making a covenant. The Mediator passed between the pieces on Gods behalf. It was deep darkness when God withdrew His shining from Jesus. The sun had gone down, it was black night. Love did that. Can we doubt, after that, that God would give us everything? No, indeed, for He spared not His own Son. 

    Now we have the next day. The day began with sundown. The evening and the morning composed the day. It was the day following the night of the vision of the smoking furnace and the burning lamp passing between the pieces. It says, In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram. It is most touching that God has entered into covenant with us in the death of Christ. Every time we take the Lords supper we are reminded of it, as it says, The new covenant in my blood, (Luke 22:20). We should emphasise that word my; it was Jesus blood, for none other could suffice. So on that day God entered into covenant relations with Abram; and we can understand that God would later enter into such relations with His people. Do we understand that God has done so in regard of us? And further, do we understand what the covenant is? Here it was that Jehovah would give Abrams seed a wide territory, one of very great extent. Think then of the extent of what God has given us! If He has given His own Son, will He not with Him freely give us all things? Here the inheritance was from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates, but that is not our inheritance. Our inheritance provides a very great subject, too great to speak of fully now. One simply refers to it. 

    In 2 Corinthians 1 the apostle stresses the faithfulness of God; then he says that He has anointed us and sealed us and given us the earnest of the Spirit. This latter refers to the inheritance, and is thus not any longer merely a matter of promise, but is made as sure to us as possible. If I have the earnest of a thing, I have the thing itself in principle. The earnest here is not like a mere piece of money which men give in purchasing a piece of property. Here a divine Person Himself is the earnest, so that the earnest is greater than the inheritance itself! And it is placed in the heart where we may feel and enjoy it every moment. God has shed abroad His love there by the Holy Spirit which is given us; hence a divine Person is in the heart, who is Himself, as I said, necessarily greater than the inheritance. 

    Abram, the believer, is now in covenant relation with God, and is ready for divine instruction; even as the saint who understands the New Covenant is prepared for all that God in His love will do for him and give him. The books following open up typically what God is to us: Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers present wonderful things. What a range of things is before us as we recognise the Spirit of God! It is written: Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit, (1 Corinthians 2:9,10). Hence the necessity of our recognising the Spirit who is in our hearts, who searches the depths of God. He brings us into touch with an immense range of things, extending back before the world. 

    In Colossians we find all these things in the mystery. The mystery involves my practical relations with the brethren. The truth of the mystery can never be attained in a mere individual way; the working out of it requires that I stand in relation to the brethren. Again if we elect to remain babes we shall never arrive at it, nor shall we reach it through merely reading books. Some depend too much on books. Reading is of course necessary, but if I am to gain spiritual intelligence I must recognise my place in the body of Christ and stand in it in a very practical way. The mystery implies this; it is realised as the believer maintains his place in the body, as he stands in a practical way in relation with the saints. We must link ourselves with the brethren to find it; and must seek to get on well with them. All this is most essential for us. The mystery is the assembly in which Christ is: Christ in you, the hope of glory, (Colossians 1:27). We must renounce the principle of independency or we shall not know what it is, nor the treasures of wisdom and knowledge that are in it. There is one body and one Spirit, and we must recognise this in standing by the brethren. Hence the burden of the apostles conflict in relation to the Colossian saints: that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God. Is it not worth while thus to give up the principle of self-will and self-esteem to be in that in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge? We cannot get the gain of these outside of it. 

    I would now seek to stress the wording employed relative to the conditions and the sequence of conditions set forth at the beginning of John 12. In the New Translation the word therefore occurs three times in the verses read. It indicates that what happened took place on account of certain existing things at Bethany. I would ask you to apply the principle set forth there to your own locality. Am I doing things as a matter of sequence? Am I being governed by conditions? I can never work out the truth of the mystery if I am not. The movements of Jesus were governed by conditions; 

    so we read, Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany. Why did He come to Bethany? Because of certain conditions found there, especially because Lazarus was there, whom He had raised from the dead. Lazarus is one of the most interesting men in Scripture. The Lord loved him and Martha and Mary. How interesting he was to the Lords eye. He loved him before He raised him, and He loved him likewise afterwards. But more than that, He came to Bethany, not now to raise Lazarus, but because Lazarus was there, who had been raised. Lazarus is typical of a brother resident in a locality. It was not simply that he was occasionally there. It says, where Lazarus was; he resided there; he was of Bethany. Thus the Lord came in relation to conditions. He might come to any locality in the same way, for instance, to you or me or any brother or sister who might correspond with Lazarus. The conditions at Bethany were most interesting to Him; all believers are interesting to the Lord, but saints who understand that they have been raised through faith of the operation of God who raised Christ from the dead, are peculiarly so. That is the feature here, so that this is a Colossian scene. 

    He comes to the place where Lazarus was whom He raised. Then it says, There therefore they made him a supper. We see here again a sequence of conditions. They are now moving in relation to conditions. So the Lord may come in relation to you or me, and when He comes we move on account of His having come. They therefore made Him a supper; Martha served, and her service was commendable here. Then Lazarus was one of those who sat at table with Him; that was another very interesting circumstance. 

    Mary now takes account of the conditions, bringing in the idea not only of affection, but also of intelligence and worship. She acts in relation to the conditions: Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair. She gives us Johns idea of intelligence; she knows what to do, and what she does indicates the measure of her love. The pound does not suggest a great quantity but the quality of it. Mary treasured it, and had kept it; it was not bought that day. She anoints the Lords feet with it, setting forth wonderful intelligence. The Lord says, Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial, (verse 7). She understood those feet were carrying Him to the grave; for in John the Lord is presented as laying down His life of Himself (chapter 10:18). 

    So that in principle all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge were found at Bethany. It was the abode of love and intelligence, and Mary was the expression of all this in her actions. How does this strike us, beloved brethren? What provision do we make for God and for Christ in view of such precious conditions as are indicated here? We can plainly see that what is done is the outcome of spiritual calculation. Paul says he would rather speak five words with his understanding than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. He also says, I will pray with the spirit, but I will pray also with the understanding; I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding, (1 Corinthians 14:15). That is the thing. The assembly is eternal in character. In it, as seen in John, we begin eternity now; and in this sense we must connect this passage with chapter 20. Intelligence marks those who take part in the assembly; it is properly associated with the first day of the week, as in chapter 20; those who form it are there seen as the brethren of Christ as ascending to His Father and their Father, to His God and theirs. We sing with understanding and we speak to edification; we are thus in the thing in intelligent affection, and are touched in our inmost being by what is presented to us there. Marys pound is within the reach of every one of us; but, as I said, it is to be used on the lines which have been indicated; so that as here, the house will be filled with the odour of the ointment. It was apparently small in bulk, but great in effect, and it is that which counts. Five words, for instance, might be very effective, whereas ten thousand would be a strain on the brethren. It is a most serious thing to undertake to speak, or to teach, in the assembly; the emphasis is placed on the edifying others by using the five words with understanding. Here the house was filled; there was no need for more. What a marvellous thing it is. Christ fills all things  one Man great enough to fill all things in heaven and earth! Here is a pound of ointment the odour of which fills the house, and all present were affected by it. Thus it will be where five words are spoken with the understanding, or a hymn is sung with the spirit and the understanding also. 

    Divine sensitiveness is of the utmost importance, so it says, let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge, (1 Corinthians 14:29). If something is revealed to one sitting by, the first is to hold his peace. We thus have divine limitations; and such is the sensitiveness of the assembly that we need a spirit marked by this, to be effectively there. There is no room in the assembly for fleshly activity of any kind; we are to be there in self-judgment. Then, if one is ministering, and something is revealed to a brother sitting by me, instead of continuing to speak, I hold my peace. There is to be such sensitiveness that I know just when to sit down to make room for another. That is the assembly, and there is nothing like it in the universe! It is that in which divine intelligence is expressed; as we read in Ephesians 3:10 that to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God. We have part in this, as called to it. It is wonderfully great! May God help us all to enter into it intelligently! 

  
    READINGS IN COLOSSIANS (2) (JT 32)

    Colossians 2; Colossians 3:1 - 11

    JTIn this meeting we may see the relation between verse 15 of chapter 1, Christ the image of the invisible God, and verse 10 of chapter 3, in which the new man is said to be renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. Pursuant to what was said this morning about the divine impress being on all, it may be remarked that the Colossians evidently had reached the life stage, that is, life in a practical, substantial sense, and the object, among other things, in the epistle is to place the divine impress on that. The presence of life is indicated in the fact that they had love for all the saints and love in the Spirit. The carrying of the stone in (Joshua 4) by a representative of each tribe would point to this; they were in life, and were set down in relation to one another at Gilgal, but the divine impress was to be worked out, and the stones were to be a memorial. Their children should ask them what they meant. What mean ye by these stones? that is the first question; the second question is, What mean these stones? First it is, What mean ye by these stones? as if the onus is put upon the saints to convey the meaning. 

    We have already seen the enlargement given in (Colossians 1) to the Person of Christ, and His headships; and then the ministries of Paul are evidently to work those features out in us, on the principle of divine representation. 

    HHI was struck with what you have drawn attention to, first, of Christ Himself being the image of the invisible God, and then the reference in chapter 3 to the new man as renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. Is the thought that that image is transferred to the believer? 

    JTYes; and the new man in this epistle is suggestive of what is young or fresh; so that the idea of image is to be impressed on fresh young life, but in the way of knowledge renewal of knowledge. The idea of renewal, renewed into full knowledge, is that it is to be new in the sense of being different from what the Greek or the ceremonialist would have in mind. Colossians has in mind the freshness and energy of life in the saints as set in relation to one another; not necessarily gathered together, but set in relation to one another, as indicated in the twelve stones; that the image of him that created him should be in the new man. 

    HHWould you say in regard of Colossians generally that it does not suppose the saints as convened? 

    JTThat is not the point of view. It is our being united in life, whether we are convened or not. The apostle speaks of the order that marked them, and this would allude to them as gathered together. 

    HHIs the thought that the work of God is such, that God can put His own impress upon it? 

    JTYes; and that would fit in with present current conditions. There is a good deal of energy, but we need to be representative of God. 

    FHBDoes the new man represent the sum of Gods work in all the saints? 

    JTI think so. Colossians is dealing with the saints as a whole, although the saints at Colosse were immediately in view; but what I have remarked is only to indicate what we may see. I think we ought specially to notice the headships of Christ in chapter 1 and the ministries of Paul; because these come in with peculiar weight in Colossians. It is not arbitrary, but more that they are presented in their own weight. The headship of Christ in creation is the effect of His own power then His headship of the church through redemption; and then His being here as an instrumentality for the Godhead His deity asserted in that the fulness dwelt there; 

    the Godhead reconciling by Him all things and persons; and then the ministries of Paul following on that all coming in with their own peculiar weight. Thus it is the idea of ministry, not so much authority by itself, as what appeals to you in a moral way. Paul was the minister of the gospel and the minister of the church. 

    HHWould you say that the truth of the greatness of Christ is brought in in order to lift the saints up to appreciate what the assembly is, as that of which He is the Head? 

    JTI think so; it is to impress and attract us. Thus we are led into the full purpose, of God, drawn into the fulness of the mystery. The mystery is not fully stated in this epistle, but the apprehension of Christ as Head will lead us into it as in Ephesians. 

    HESAre the two thoughts of image referred to here somewhat on the line of the gospel and epistle of John? In the gospel it is, Which thing is true in him, and in the epistle, Which thing is true ... in you. 

    JTYes. The epistle corresponds because it is a question of what is true in us. It is what the life is and whereat is; it is in Christ it is seen. The subject really is life in that epistle; but here, whilst life is brought in, it is rather as that on which God through Christ can place his impress which is another line. Colossians has heaven in view; our hope is laid up there Christ is in us, the hope of glory. 

    EuRIs the assembly unique in that it says He is Head to it? 

    JTYes. It is the body in Colossians Head of the body, chapter 1:18. That is the full idea as adding to His glory. 

    DLHWhat is the exact bearing of the mystery in chapter 2, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge verse 3? 

    JTThe full thought is in Ephesians, God heading up all things In Christ, things in heaven and things on earth. The church being His body He is Head over all things to it. It is brought in here as a corrective or saving element, as he says, I say this to the end that no one may delude you by persuasive speech. He brings it in, not so much to develop the mystery, as to bring out that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge were there, and, therefore, they did not need anything outside of it. 

    DLHWas not the danger at Colosse reverting to human wisdom, so that the fact of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge being wrapped up in the mystery is brought in to divert them from that? 

    JTThat is how it stands, because he goes on to say, See that there be no one who shall lead you away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, and so forth. 

    ASLThen it is the mystery of God in this chapter; not the mystery of Christ exactly, but the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. As you say, it is the full thing and all that is hidden in it. 

    JTThat is the thought. The Colossians apparently were not equal to entering into it fully; so that he does not proceed with it, but brings it in to shew that the treasures of wisdom and knowledge were there. 

    JRSIt says, And he is the head of the body, the assembly, and that is followed up immediately by, Who is the beginning; what is the point in that? 

    ASLThat is a very wonderful word, Who is the beginning. 

    JTWho is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things. It is not from the beginning, but that He is it; He is the beginning of everything that is for God. 

    HFNWould you mind saying a little more on the thought of securing the material? Did I understand you to say it was that on which God could put His image? 

    JTI think that is a point we should specially notice; because it is a question of life in Colossians; that is, life by quickening. It is, therefore, not simply the Holy Spirit in us as life potentially as in Romans; but it is life by quickening. Life was seen at the passage of the Jordan. In the types, in this respect, the Holy Spirit begins with (Numbers 21). He is life there potentially and from the time of the recognition of Him the people move on; but there is more than that as you reach Jordan. It is a question of the effect of the Spirit; so that the stone lilted out of the bed of Jordan and carried out on the shoulder by a representative of each of the tribes, denotes that the persons are marked by power. 

    MWBAre you speaking of life in a subjective way now? 

    JTExactly; the believer is not only reckoned alive, as in Romans, he is alive by the quickening power of God. 

    MWBLife is sometimes spoken of objectively, and I only wanted to get clear that you have what is subjective before you. 

    JTI have; what in the types is seen in twelve persons representative of the whole nation, under the direction of Joshua, each taking a stone and carrying it up and placing it where they were to lodge. There is life (in the sense of power) there; but then that life is now in a new sphere, and it is a question of how it is to be regulated and impressed. I should like that we may get hold of that. The title of God to all the creation was in view in the passage of the Jordan; and so the headships of Christ, brought in in relation to His Person, are intended to impress us. He is introduced as image of the invisible God. We are on new ground. It is no longer a question simply of intelligence objectively; we are in a new position and alive in it. Rahab, as we said, is the link here. It is not a question now of the effect of a powerful ministry in the wilderness; but rather the life in itself manifested. Evidently the apostle had not been there. Colossians is to bring out the thing itself; and the greatness of the headships of Christ, as in chapter 1, and the ministries of Paul, I believe, are intended to impress us with their great weight; not so much formal authority as in the wilderness in Moses, but by their own weight, because the Person of Christ is interwoven with the truth itself. As in redemption and creation, the headships are intended to impress us, and so are Pauls ministries. 

    MWBThat is why you are emphasising the newness, freshness of the life. It is imperishable. Do you link that with what you said at Worcester as to the girl of twelve years of age? 

    JTYes; she is a good illustration of it, so that great care is taken that it should be stripped of everything that would becloud it; and hence the great care in the opening of Joshua in regard to the position in Canaan, so that there should not be a taint from all that preceded, nor anything that should becloud the thing that was there, but that it should be there in its own intrinsic worth. Hence you get, as I said, the evidence of life in the carrying up of the stones and placing them together; and there was the idea of victuals; food is needed. It is a time when there is great need of sustenance from suitable food; as was said with regard to the little girl, something should be given her to eat. 

    Then you have the stopping of one kind of food and the introduction of another; that is, the transition from the manna to the heavenly food. It is a delicate position because it is a change of food, as in the bringing up of a child, and everything is reckoned carefully so that the life according to God should be in the land. Rahab was already there. She had not come under the influence of the ministry of Moses, but she had heard of what Jehovah did at the Red sea that is, in the death and resurrection of Christ; and of what they did, which points to the power of the Spirit of God in the saints. 

    She had heard about those things, and she knew the effect of the tidings on all the inhabitants of Canaan was that they were as dead men. That is an evidence of something by itself; and faith is attributed to her in Hebrews, after being attributed to Israel as to the passage of the Red sea. By faith they passed through the Red sea, and now faith is in the land in a person that had not come under the influence of Moses. Then you have the idea of food, first the victuals and then the change of food. Then we have the circumcision, six hundred thousand or more all circumcised at once; that is to say, you are brought down to a state of weakness, for the flesh profits nothing. That is the position here. There is thus room for the power of God to act. 

    MWBIt is remarkable that Agag was slain at Gilgal: And Agag came ... delicately. And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is past ... . And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 

    JTHe was slain by Samuel. The fact that Saul was at Gilgal did not add anything to him, and did not give him one atom of discernment or power, shewing that the outward thing is of no value, without the corresponding effect in us. Gilgal became discredited afterwards, coming under the influence of the flesh. Amos says, At Gilgal multiply transgression. 

    JJHow do you regard the other twelve stones put into the bed of the river? 

    JTThose in the Jordan are a testimony that we have, been in death, and that the life we have is not acquired in the flesh at all; it is a life out of death. That is the principle of it. We have been buried with him in baptism. The stones set in Jordan was Joshuas act. Christ shewed His disciples His hands and his side as risen. There is the evidence in Him that He has been in death, and thus we have been there. 

    PLIt says of Rahab that Joshua saved her alive, would that go with this thought of life? 

    JTThat is good; and then the idea of continuance that we noted this morning. She continued to this day in Israel. And she had the Colossian trait of hiding; she hid the spies, and also directed them to hide themselves on the mountain. 

    ASLWould Colossians 2 give the idea at all of an experimental passing through the Jordan and coming out of it on the other side? The apostle says, Ye are complete in him, and then goes on, In whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ; buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. And then, Quickened together with him. I thought perhaps that referred to something they had experimentally been through in getting on to this new ground. 

    JTThat is right, and so it is the position at Gilgal that is in view; they had reached that point. The hiding place suggests that they were not to remain there, as already said, but Gilgal is a camping place; they returned there after their conquests; it implied habitual self judgment. 

    ASLHave not we got to resort there? 

    JTYes; mortify therefore. I do think God is helping the brethren as to our meetings and ministry, but I believe He would raise the question with us as to the extent of His work in us, for that is all that counts, and I believe the more you consider Rahab the more you see that she represents it. The thing is there that God values; but her public history is intended to be humbling. Life is evidenced in faith, intelligence and confidence. God is aiming at getting that life in its fulness, so as to impress it, because there is to be a family in heaven, as well as a family on earth, which is moulded on a certain pattern. The idea of life underlies everything for God; 

    but God moulding or patterning the families is what is so important. He intends to bring out the greatest result from us, and hence the importance of development in life, and the removal of what hinders it. The epistle of John helps us in this, it directs us inwards, to make soundings, to see where we are as regards the work of God; leaving aside all that we may have learned from books and the like, to find out just what is the extent of the work of God in us. 

    HHChrist in you I was wondering whether that would fit in with what you said about Christ being so interwoven with the truth viewed subjectively. 

    JTThat is the way it is presented in Colossians; I think quickened ... with him means that Christ had a place. They had followed Him over Jordan, so to speak. They were lovers of Christ. They were quickened with Him, and raised with Him, but not here said to be seated in the heavenlies in Him. The mystery here is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

    HHThat is the thought of life. 

    JTThat is it; Christ is our life, chapter 3:4. Then there is the hope, the glory is not yet reached, chapter 1:27. 

    ASLQuickening is not by faith. We are risen by faith, but quickening is the work of God. 

    FHBAnd it applies to persons. It is not only having the Spirit potentially, but the person is quickened. 

    JTThe whole person is affected. 

    ASLAnd it is in contrast to a state of death. 

    JTAnd the fact that they were quickened is seen typically in the carrying up of the stones; that was the evidence of power. Quickening is from a state of moral death dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh. 

    QuesHow would the expression in Galatians fit in with the subject of life here? The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, (Galatians 2:20). 

    JTThe life which I now live in the flesh is his life in the wilderness. It is not what we are dealing with here. Colossians is over Jordan; (Galatians 2:20) refers to Pauls life here; but being by the faith of the Son of God. What Christ is in resurrection and glory filled his heart. 

    ASLThat is rather objective. 

    JTIt would be; but here we are seeking to get at the position that the saints are brought into in living affections, which is by the Spirit. It is not only local; there is too much localism, but I think the Lord is helping us to be general in our affections, to love all the saints. This is a great position; because the full apprehension of Christ as Head, and of the mystery, is that which supersedes this world altogether, and that which is to abide when this world is gone. The saints have not come to that generally, so there is exposure to an impress of another kind, such as clever speaking. The first danger pointed out in chapter 2 is persuasive speech; we have to be on our guard against that. Gift of course would carry with it ability to express it in speech, but persuasive speech has to be watched, and then learning too; the apostle is contemplating what is a danger under these circumstances philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. 

    MWBWould the contrast to that be coming under the influence of the headship of Christ and the mystery? 

    JTThat is most important; they come in in the way of impressive weight. Then in chapter 2 the idea of the mystery is something in which everything in the way of wisdom and knowledge is hidden. That is a great thought to get into the soul. It is brought in as a saving feature; and then the correspondence with Christ that marks us, objectively, in His circumcision and His resurrection. Buried with him in baptism; it is now a question of with Him, correspondence with Him, which love delights in. In Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; so that there is no need to go outside of Him; all is there and available for us. 

    ASLNot holding fast the Head is characteristic of the false teacher. 

    GWWIs what you have in mind that we are not engaged now with Satans opposition to a certain life for God in the wilderness; but his opposition to the Christian passing on into the enjoyment of life in its own sphere; a system of affections, which is proper to that life? 

    JTQuite; and working out in the saints universally loving one another, manifesting the traits of the new man; for God would impress on us the image of Him that created the new man. 

    QuesIn connection with the stones being taken out of Jordan to which you referred earlier, have you in mind the affections of all the saints? 

    JTThey are set down together as representative of unity, twelve of them; it is unity in life. Our hearts are to be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God. 

    EuRDoes the family at Bethany stand in that relation? 

    JTIt does. It is pretty much the idea in (John 12), and so Christ coming in would impress them. He would be owned as Head there. 

    EuRYou do not get neither male nor female here, do you? Chapter 3:11. 

    JTNo; you have it in (Galatians 3), where sonship is presented as taking us out of the realm to which the law applies. The testimony here is in view in the new man, and so man and his wife are noted in Colossians. The type in Joshua helps us as to all this; you have this new life in evidence, and pains taken to strip it of everything that would becloud it, so that you might have the thing itself; and then the nourishment that it needs. It is carried along to this point on wilderness food, special victuals being mentioned in view of going over the Jordan and carrying the stones out of the bed of it. But now you need another food, (Joshua 5), the old corn of the land. The manna ceases; it is a most critical position, because if I cannot live on the old corn of the land, I must succumb. We must learn that the manna has ceased. Then the position is changed. At the end of (Joshua 5) a man appears to Joshua with a drawn sword in his hand, meaning that now as adjusted to the new position, and having taken on heavenly food we are regarded as heavenly warriors. Colossians does not lead us that far, but only shews the bearing of the truth that the Lord would lead us on from this point to the full heavenly position designed for us as in Ephesians. So that now Joshua himself, the leader up to this point, and the link really between Moses and the captain of the Lords hosts, has to learn that there is another leader. 

    JJIs the point evident in Colossians where the food changes? 

    JTChapter 2 makes way for it, but this epistle hardly takes us to the position to which the old corn applies. We are led up to that point where we begin to see Christ in heaven; the old corn of the land is Christ in His own sphere. I do not know much about it, but I see in it that there is a point to be reached by us, and if we reach it and hold it in our souls we shall be right as to all else. That is what God is leading us on to, and to this end we specially need to understand life as seen here the thing in itself; but whilst you are quickened, when you come to the thing you enjoy, it is Christ; Christ is our life. As in this life we are united practically, and thus the grace of Christ works out in a collective way the new man. 

    HHThe new man is more than an individual thought; it is collective. 

    JTIt is collective, including all the saints. It is not a question of our being together, as in Corinthians, but collective in the sense of including all the saints. The same traits are seen in the saints everywhere, Christ being all things and in all. 

    HHIt is more than a kingdom thought. 

    JTIt is; and even more than an assembly thought, as in 1 Corinthians. Although it enters into that, it is a question of what God is effecting in all the saints. 

    EJMcBThat is what is proper to all the people of God. 

    JTThat is right, for if God is operating in me. He is operating in relation to all the saints. That is an important thing to remember; if He is operating in any one of us. He is operating in relation to all; so Colossians and Ephesians treat of the whole work of God, especially Ephesians. 

    JJDoes (John 6) help at all in connection with the change of food? 

    JTYes; it is for the individual. But I do not think (John 6) takes you over Jordan. It is for life, of course if we eat we live but Canaan contemplates all the saints; it is God operating in all the saints. We must never lose sight of that, hence the twelve stones in (Joshua 4). (John 6) is Christ as bread come down from heaven; the old corn is Christ in heaven. 

    HESYou spoke of the new position; is quickening always in view of our being made to live in connection with the new position? 

    JTThat is the idea; you are quickened with Christ; you are thus in association with Him in the new place. Many have missed it in making quickening an objective thing; whereas it is to bring you consciously to the new position so as to occupy it suitably. 

    MWBIs that why the positional thought of risen is linked with faith; whereas quickening is not so? 

    JTQuickening is actual. I think you will agree that if God is working in you. He is working in you in relation to all the saints. 

    MWBSo whilst it might be reached individually, yet what is reached is proper to all. 

    JTAnd further, if you reach a point in your soul normally, you wish all to reach it. That is love for all the saints; life works out in that way. 

    QuesHad Rahab reached it when she said, I know that Jehovah has given you the land? 

    JTShe is very humble in her remarks, but in truth she represents the life that has been reached. We must view all that appears in her in a spiritual way, and in the light of the antitype. 

    ERDoes not the thought of with him help us to understand it? 

    JTThe point in chapter 2 is to be brought into correspondence with Christ. You are circumcised in His circumcision, risen with Him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead, and then you are quickened with Him. It is all in association with Christ. God will have His people in His land, not as units, but all circling around Christ. 

    GWWDoes the matter of the stones in Solomons temple help at all? They were subject to certain operations in order to take their place on mount Zion. 

    JTIt is the same idea. 

    GWWThey were not operated on simply for their own sake, but in view of a certain position they were to occupy. Is that the thought? 

    JTExactly. Peter takes that up in the living stones. 

    ASLSo it is emphasised in Ephesians that there is one new man, not millions of new men, but one new man. 

    JTIn Canaan everything points to Christ. That is Colossians; you are standing in relation to Christ. The new life, however small, stands in relation to Christ, and that is what we come to here: Christ is everything, and in all. 

    JCSIs that what you meant by a sphere where Christ is everything, and is cherished as Head in the affections of the saints? 

    JTThat is right. 

    HHI would like to ask what you understand by the manna? It went over Jordan; it says, The manna ceased on the morrow, when they had eaten of the old corn of the land. 

    JTIt is what Christ was in everyday life here. You find it everywhere, for He entered into all human circumstances, sin apart. 

    HHIt is still food for the saints. 

    JTFood as in the wilderness, but not as in the land, it will never sustain you in the land. You will not find it there, because Christ is not in heaven in the circumstances in which He was here, He is in other circumstances. That is what the mount of transfiguration means, that you might see, in a sense, what is up there. 

    MWBDo you not think we need to know more of that side of Christ what He is where He is? One feels how little one has touched that side of things. 

    JTWell, I think that is what we may come to here; so chapter 2 is a sort of adjusting chapter. It is the application of the death of Christ in certain relations to adjust our souls, so that we might be free of everything that would becloud this precious, new, fresh, life which is in us. Philosophy and vain deceit, the traditions of men and ceremonialism; then the law of commandments contained in ordinances had all been nailed to His cross. That ought to touch our hearts, because the nailing was in Him but in this connection it is that He took away everything that might becloud or clog the saints in the development of this new life and their entrance into the sphere which divine love had prepared for them. 

    QuesIs it not true that we experience in our present conditions both the wilderness life with its food, the manna, and have the privilege of entering the land and enjoying its food? 

    JTThat is right. The two things run along together; but what we are dealing with here has to be reached; and you will never reach it on a special occasion unless you learn it in your own soul, and are brought into adjustment with Christ through His death, so that you apprehend Him as head in heaven. As it says here, From whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God. This new, fresh life is linked up with Christ as the Head, and through the bands and joints there is increase according to the increase of God. 

    JCSIs it right that each holds the Head for himself, but it is the Head of the body we hold? 

    JTExactly; you hold Him in relation to all the saints, and thus you are in unity If we are to enjoy the assembly in its highest privileges this epistle has to be reached in our souls; we have to understand what it is to pass over and be in a new life, entirely outside of wilderness conditions. It is a wholly spiritual matter, depending not only on the possession of the Spirit, but on His work in us. 

    JJDo you not think if we understood the divine image was to be impressed on all the material, it would give us a very much greater appreciation of all the saints? 

    JTYes. Colossians, like Ephesians, contemplates all the body. To hold ourselves in relation to the vastness of the body is an enlarging thought. Holding fast the head, ministered to and united together by the joints and the bands, there is the increase of God. The whole organism is living. 

    HHChrist is the Head of it, and so I have to ask myself how far I am familiar with what the body really is. 

    JTIt has an enlarging effect upon us, disposing of mere localism and nationalism. You get to see the largeness of the thing of which Christ is Head, and that in every part of it it is living. 

    RemIf one speaks of the stones as representative of the tribes, the two and a half stones were never taken back to the Jordan. 

    JTThat is a saving feature, for they were left in the land. The two and a half tribes went back, alas! A very sorrowful thing, but the stones remained. Their children would never ask them about those stones; but the nine and a half tribes would have to give an account. They reared up an altar called Ed, a great altar to see to. That also was over Jordan, as if they might go over if they pleased. But God does not like my saying that I will go over there if I please, especially as I have already said that I will not go over. (Numbers 32:19). 

    The two and a half tribes are specially noted in the early part of Joshua as having gone over. They are credited with that. They went over in military order. But it says, When your children ask hereafter, saying. What mean ye by these stones? those who were there would be obliged to give an account. The children of the others would not ask, being absent from the land. What will our children ask us today if we are living like ordinary men? They would not have to ask us anything, because we are in keeping with what is around. It is the new thing they ask about. They say. What do you mean by these stones? Our manner of life and outlook are different from all others, and our children do not know what this means. 

    GJEWould the answer we give be Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body? (2 Corinthians 4:10). 

    JTYes. There is an evidence of the power of God; that is the answer. The thing that our children should see is the new life; that is what will lead to the inquiry; but if I am living, although a Christian, like my neighbours, my children will not ask me anything like that. They will not need to; what they see is common. 

    QuesShould we not expect these questions? 

    JTWe should, if we are different from what is current. The children say, What mean ye by these stones? They are present. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the bearing of the order referred to in verse 5 on this subject? 

    JTThe hymns we have in our meetings, the good order we have when the breaking of bread should be, and what should be done before and after. I think we have had help from the Lord on those lines but that is not enough. The apostle was not satisfied as to Colosse, although he rejoiced in their order. 

    QuesDid the two and a half tribes break up the order? 

    JTThey broke up the order God had intended when they went back. There are those who would do that now, and break-up the unity of Gods people in principle. Some of us were speaking lately about the heap Jacob and Laban set up (Genesis 31). Jacob set up a stone first, and asked his brethren to gather stones into a heap, and they ate on the heap; but it was an eating that meant they were to be separated: The Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from another. They ate in view of being separated, as if they would agree to differ; but that is contrary to the tenor and spirit of Christianity. The idea of eating is that we should be together; the Lords supper is when ye come together, and the twelve stones at Gilgal mean that we should be together. They signify unity in life. The two and a half tribes broke that up outwardly in leaving Canaan. 

    JSThat would not fulfil Pauls joy. If we are all thinking the same thing we shall not sit down and eat on a heap of stones. 

    JTIt would be agreement to differ. There was no idea of unity in Galeed it was a mere heap. There were certain engagements between Jacob and Laban of a negative nature, but no evidence of love or a desire to be together. 

    EuRHow do these joints and bands operate? 

    JTThey refer to the saints in relation to one another, as we have been saying. That idea certainly could not be indicated in the two and a half tribes. Joints and bands contemplates our being together in life knit together in love. Each one functions in love, all under the guidance and influence of the Head. 

    WCThen do you think if we are out of unity we eat on the heap? 

    JTIt is that sort of thing. We are content to maintain an outward fellowship, but there is no link in affection and life because love abominates separation. When we are absent; we do not want that, we want to be with one another; and I believe the Lord is helping us in getting together, but we must refuse the principle of agreeing to differ. 

    PLSo that we are in love together at the lodging place; and the love we enjoy there will move us on to loves own home. 

    JTQuite: The place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, (Exodus 15:17). 

    CHWHow do the joints and bands help in regard of the increase of God? Is that in regard to the impress you have referred to? 

    JTIt is an allusion to the human body. The different parts in the body all function for the increase of the whole, but all flowing out from holding the head. The use of the word body shews the marvellous result the death of Christ contemplated the nearness, the intelligence, the innate sympathy existing among the saints. The church thus the acme of Gods work. 

    CHWI mean in regard to the increase of God. 

    JTIt is the idea of the growth of the body. All the members of the body are essential to a regular growth. The increase of God fits in with what we are saying in regard of divine impress. It is normal growth through His gracious work in us. 

    JJSo it is not the assembly in its abnormal broken state of things, but more the work of God proceeding in a spiritual way. The broken state of things is a very practical difficulty to the realisation of what you have been saying. 

    JTIt is, but it is well to have the right thought, and if there is a little bit of life amongst us, to remove everything that would not help it forward. We must not Stop even with order, for there is much ahead, and so there must be vitality in the members, all working in love. 

    FHBThere is a danger of stopping with order and making too much of it. 

    GWWWhen we think of the tremendous impulse all this would give to the testimony, we can understand how the god of this world would seek to induce idleness in our souls, so that we do not move on into it. There can be no real true answer to Gods thought at the present time, unless we do move on into this. 

    JTThat is the great idea of God in Ephesians. Joseph is the great end reached in the blessing of the tribes in (Genesis 49) and (Deuteronomy 33). In Genesis Jacobs blessing is secured to every one of the tribes in spite of adverse conditions; whereas in Deuteronomy all is in the full current of the Spirit of God; the flesh is not in view at all. There is a current in (Deuteronomy 33) which secures the blessing in power; whereas there is a current against it contemplated in Genesis; but Joseph is reached in both cases. In Genesis, From thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel, but in Deuteronomy you have the two sons of Joseph mentioned. These are the myriads of Ephraim, and these are the thousands of Manasseh. That is the saints as in Christ. You get the full thought of God, therefore, in Joseph. 

    HHDo you think in Deuteronomy we have what is suggestive of the possibilities for the present moment Let Reuben live, Let Asher be blessed with children, etc.? 

    JTYes; the chapter referred to gives us the variety of features effected by the Spirit in the saints. It involves the unity of the Spirit. 

    QuesIs the objective you have referred to in (Ephesians 4) the increase of the body to its self-building up in love? 

    JTQuite; that is the effect of holding the head. Then there is the impress of God which comes in here, in chapter 3. It is the idea of image in the way of intelligence, the kind of intelligence, the renewal of full knowledge: Renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. The idea is that all mere human knowledge is shut out; it is renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him; it is that kind of knowledge. 

    JJThe stone of Israel is the head of the corner, Christ crowns everything in that way. 

    MWBDo you mean the mind is impressed with what is presented to us of God, in Christ, as the image of God? 

    JTThat is what I understand: Him that created him would refer to Christ, God being there, according to the Colossian view point. 

    MWBAnd what is impressed is altogether different from anything that has ever preceded it. 

    JTThat is the idea, because renewed is what is different, as not known before. So we are not marked by ordinary human intelligence, but by a new kind altogether; the saints are marked off in that kind of knowledge. 

    QuesDoes a comparison with the similar expression in Ephesians help, where the new man is an entirely new creation? 

    JTIt does. You have a kind of knowledge that shuts out national distinctions and all distinctions that men know in this world. It is a different thing from anything that men know; the world is not built up on that at all; it is built up on the idea of nations and men and women, and the like social distinctions. The knowledge marking the new man is different; and that will bring out reproach. But you have the image of the Creator, that is the character of the new man. We have different creations, but this is the Creator of the new man; for the new man is a creation. 

    JJWould you say from verse 12 it is likeness rather than image? 

    JTQuite; in detail it is what you put on. 

    QuesWhy do you think it says, the things which are above, rather than the Person of Christ? 

    JTIt is assumed that the Person of Christ is already in your heart, and you are brought into correspondence with Him, which is chapter 2, but I think the things above mean the whole, domain into which we are brought. Moses looked into the land and spoke of its different features: That goodly mountain, and Lebanon. The Holy Spirit having come out, brings a knowledge of those things, the things above; that is, the whole domain into which Christ has entered: Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into mans heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, but God has revealed to us by his Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:9,10). 

    RemI have often thought we might find that verse very difficult to define and say what things were there. 

    JTGod has prepared things for those who love Him: Things which eye has not seen and ear not heard. God takes account of what we are, and prepares things for us. I believe what Moses spoke of indicates what the place is, and our Moses is the Spirit, in that sense. The twelve spies went up and brought down evidence of the fruit of the land; but the two spies of Joshua brought Sack evidence of the kind of life that was there; they brought back tidings of Rahab, which was in keeping with the fruit of Eshcol. The twelve spies explored the whole land, and the grapes of Eshcol indicated its fruitfulness. The One who brings tidings to us is the Holy Spirit who searches all things, even the depths of God. What a domain of things He brings into view for us! 

    MWBDo you think that is why the word things above is used and not things in heaven? 

    JTYes; elevation and greatness generally: If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. The things on the earth are thus eclipsed. 

    ASLNot on things on the earth; it is over against that. There are things above and things on the earth. 

    FHBAnd the things are not something separate or apart from Christ; they all centre in Him. 

    GWWIs it the same thought in Galatians, Jerusalem above ... which is our mother, that from which we derive character? 

    JTYes. Then we have to notice (Hebrews 12) Ye have come to mount Zion; and to the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels, the universal gathering; and to the assembly of the firstborn who are registered in heaven; and to God, judge of all; and to the spirits of just men made perfect; and to Jesus, mediator of a new covenant; and to the blood of sprinkling, speaking better than Abel. They are all above. 

    WCThere are things from beneath. The last few verses of chapter 2 would be in keeping with these; what is of Satan. 

    HESAre the affections connected with the Person of Christ, and the mind with the things above? 

    JTJust so. The word in chapter 3:2 is mind. It is a question now of intelligence. The heart is secured by the Person of Christ; but now it is a question of intelligence as to things above, which leads us into Ephesians. 

  
    ROOTS (JT 48)

    Mark 4:16,17; Isaiah 37:30 - 32; Daniel 4:15,16; Colossians 2:6,7

    These scriptures speak about roots. It is thought to speak about them; first to call attention to persons who, although they have received the gospel, have not gone on in the truth of it, not having root in themselves. The initial idea in the proclamation of the gospel is the sowing of seed, as the parable teaches in the chapter in Mark from which I read. The idea is that in the reception of the word of God there is not a drawing back, but a going forward; that is, faith, to the saving of the soul (Hebrews 10:39). Matthew and Mark point out that there are four kinds of ground into which the seed of the word of God through the gospel falls. What is said of this kind, called rocky ground, contemplates that the individual who received the word proceeds for a time. Many would regard them as genuine, hopeful, possible, or probable material for further development of features of the work of God; but there is something amiss. There is no root. Job speaks of the root of a matter being in one. That is the first phase of my subject. 

    The second is in Isaiah, where we have a remnant, having peculiar application to the present time. It takes root downwards. The right principle is already in them, and, becoming active, it takes root downwards, that is, to the point whence sap is drawn. 

    Thirdly, we have in Daniel 4 a person under severe discipline. He is genuine, and the figure used is of a tree cut down, not that it falls, but is cut down, and the stump of its roots remains in the earth, with a band of iron and brass upon them, implying limitations. 

    Then, fourthly, the saints viewed in the Colossian state are enjoined to be rooted and built up in him 

     in Christ. These are the four features of what was in mind. 

    The first, as already intimated, contemplates shallow, unfruitful, uncertain, nominal believers; a bane to the spiritual who carry things for God, who build up the saints. They find such material, I may say, impossible It is not that I would eliminate anyone here from the realm of divine operations, that is, where the Spirit is actually operating. It is a wonderful thing to be in that realm. There is a mighty current always present, particularly in occasions of this kind, of which the Lord says, Gather the people together, and I will give them water (Numbers 21:16). The saints gathered together thus, or moving in this direction, are pleasing to the eye of God. Some of those of whom I have spoken may be here, carried along by others in the right current. As here, you are where God is working, but up till now there has been no evidence of root. You are in acquiescence with certain forms, adopting certain language that is in itself right, and yet discrediting those who are concerned about your souls. 

    There are those who watch for our souls, and we should thank God for them. But in the cases I referred to souls are looked after, and those who do so find no clear evidence of genuineness; there is always an elusiveness so that your motives cannot be fathomed, and whilst you are outwardly among the saints, yet there is a constant uncertainty. You may not have been tested yet. The persecution may not have arisen in your case, but when it does, if you proceed as you are now, you will fall away. Something will offend you. You will be no more with the brethren, no more to be seen. The secret is, no root in yourself. It may be that it never occurred to you that if you analyse your moral being you could find a root if it were there. There are roots, you may be sure. Roots of bitterness are in such people. The love of money is apt to be there, and that is a most extensive, extraordinary root  a root of all evil. It is a remarkable statement. Any of the class I have spoken of that may be present is sure to have that root, and if you look in you will find it is there. All your calculations are on that line. You would like to have more and still more, disregarding, perhaps, the accumulated evil that goes with that. You may not meet it for the moment, but presently it will appear. The love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10). It is sure to be where the divine root is absent. 

    Nothing can be more serious and solemn than as one investigates he finds the absence of the divine root. It exists in others, but not in you. It is a time therefore for looking into matters and seeing how the root is in others. They are not like you. Why should you be different from the people of God? Why should you not find the divine way and take it? If you have discovered a lack of this kind, there are others who have what you have not. Why not inquire from them? They are ready to tell you. If you consult the Lord (and He is ready to be consulted at any time), as Paul said the Lord will give thee understanding in all things, (2 Timothy 2:7), He has means of communicating His mind to you. He will make His mind known through your parents, your brothers and sisters, and others. The Lord is ready at any moment to communicate His mind, to give you understanding, to give it to you. Why not seek it? The Lord will give thee understanding (2 Timothy 2:7). In earlier days He could say to a needy soul. Consult My servant John  he will tell you; Paul will tell you. Today there are those whom He likewise can use to help you, your parents, if Christians, as I said, can instruct you in the way of God, as also your brother or your sister. There is no excuse at all if you remain in ignorance of the gospel. The Lord has set around you the means of light and understanding. 

    Why, then, I say to you young people, should you be uncertain? Why should you be indefinite? Why not look into matters and see what is in the way? Why are other roots with you and not this one; the root in yourself, in virtue of which the word of God becomes operative; the root by which you are constituted honest, having an honest and good heart; a root which constitutes you good ground on which the word falls and bears fruit thirty, sixty, or a hundred fold? This is within your reach. As you face these things it is certain that the Lord will come in for you. You must see that the divine root is in yourself, as Mark makes plain in the passage read. That is what he is saying to you through me tonight. It is a question of what is in yourself, constituting you good ground, as I said. It is not in nature. God affects you by His Spirit, so that you receive His word and yield the fruit of it in an honest and good heart (Luke 8:15). He has been endeavouring to work in you in this sense, but you have stood in the way. You have allowed the other roots to bear fruit, disregarding what is of God. The gospel may have been received, but, persecution on account of it arising, you became offended and bore no fruit. Such being the case you soon find excuses; you are no more at the meetings; no more Bible reading; no more prayers; Satan has secured you. The secret of this is the want of uprightness of heart, and not allowing the Lord to have His way in your soul. He is speaking to you now. The Spirit of God is saying that henceforth it must not be said of you. No root in himself, and hence no fruit for God  because you have submitted to His work. 

    Coming to Isaiah, it is a time of crisis, of great pressure, such as the world is enduring now. Sennacherib had attacked Judah with overwhelming numbers. It is a time of pressure and I am persuaded, dear brethren  one finds oneself constantly alluding to it  that the pressure is for us. It is also for mankind generally, of course, for it has the gospel in mind, the work of God. 

    It is in view of soil, that in which God can work more freely and resultfully than He has been working in modern times. He is going to get something out of it. The responsible man here is Hezekiah. It was now a question of those responsible amongst the people of God, those who understood the time; who knew what Israel ought to do. The king was deeply concerned, but he knew what to do  and he sends to the prophet. We have been speaking today of the prophetic word. There are those who, like Hezekiah, are sincere in their responsibility and know where to turn. It is a most important thing to know where to turn in a crisis. 

    The prophetic word, I believe, is a prime thought at the moment. God is affording it and, as we had it today. He would have us to make way for it. The preparatory way for it is the way of surpassing excellence, that is, the way of love; not the way of complaint; not the way of depression, but the way of love. It includes the whole assembly in a given place; that is, all who are walking in the light of the assembly, and God would stress that  all. If therefore the whole assembly come together (1 Corinthians 14:23). God loves the thought of the assembly. He loves to see it functioning, and it functions in many ways, but in this particular way, the way of surpassing excellence which is preparatory to the incoming of the divine mind through the prophetic word. Why should we be without it, dear brethren? God said of old that He makes known His mind to the prophets. He will do nothing without bringing them into it. He said of Abraham, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do? (Genesis 18:17) He did not. Abraham was a prophet. Why should we be without the divine mind? We cannot get along without it. So those who were responsible, like Hezekiah, had recourse to the divine mind. They had recourse to the prophet. So did Josiah. He knew where to turn. It was a woman, a prophetess, but nevertheless one who conveyed the mind of God. 

    She dwelt in the second quarter of the city, but he had access to her, and he did not despise her dwelling. He sought her and he found her, and she conveyed the divine mind to him, and there was a great result in the increase in quality of the service of God. That is the point. You may be assured of it, that today the point is increase in the quality and extent of the service of God. It was so in Hezekiahs day and also in Josiahs day. Hezekiah is adding here. The result of all this pressure is a positive contribution to the hymns, to the means of divine praises. That is what you get in Hezekiah, so too in Josiah. This book does not give us all the facts of Hezekiah. What contributions there were when he opened the doors of the house of the Lord, and how he brought in Nathan and David, the great leaders in song, but it is all in connection with this, that the sincere man in responsibility knew where to turn. He turned to the prophet Isaiah. 

    I do not want to enlarge on the chapter, but the message of Isaiah was, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof. This is agricultural work, skilled farming. That is the thought, that we come to this through pressure. It is a question of a remnant, but God is going to improve what there is of Himself. He appreciates what there is, but He would improve what there is, and He would improve it through prophetic means; but He would remind us of what the first year is in order to reach the third year, and the idea of a remnant taking root downwards and bearing fruit upwards. What grows of itself is not the result of skilled work, but still it is the work of God. The soil that is of God produces something. Spiritually, where would any of us be if it were not for that? Before the revival of the truth in these latter days there was but little skilled labour in the scriptural sense, but nevertheless there was growth and many of us got blessing. There was that which grew of itself, without skilled cultivation. But God intends that there should be skilled cultivation of the land. Adam was to dress and keep the garden of Eden; but as you go afield in Christendom, there is no skilled cultivation, and yet it is in a sense the divine soil. There are saints there and we include them in our thoughts and prayers. The process leads to the third year, when the saints, divinely instructed, are to sow and reap. 

    What is the idea of sowing? The idea is that there is a soil which will produce a harvest, and that soil implies that as the seed goes into it there is a root whence sap is drawn. So we sow and we reap; that is in truth what has come about through the sovereign mercy of our God in bringing about remnant conditions. They are features of the early part of the dispensation. We are told, for instance, to sow to the Spirit. That is one idea of sowing. There are many so-called denominations of men which do not do that. They may sow in a human way, and being more or less sincere, they get some fruit, but it is what grows of itself. There is no skilled agricultural work, whereas the thought of God is that there should be skilled and careful workmanship, that of those who know what they are doing. We sow and we reap. Sow to the Spirit, says the apostle Paul. Let us look into that word, as to whether we have been doing it. Many have been sowing to the flesh. I know well enough in myself how much of that there is. But what do we reap from that sowing? Corruption. In Genesis 6 we read that corruption and violence filled the earth. Why? There was sowing to the flesh. But as we sow to the Spirit, we shall reap life everlasting. We reap it on such occasions amongst the brethren as the present one; the Holy Spirit Himself in us causes the water of life in us to spring up into everlasting life. That is the idea, that we sow in the third year. People that are instructed in the light of God, in the teaching of the truth, understand how to sow in order to reap, to sow for a desired crop. ...the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards and eat the fruit thereof. It is an intelligent process for: ...the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward. God is looking for that. It is fruit borne upward, not affected by thorns or weeds, not affected by the want of skill in attending to it. The fruit grows upward. That is what marks the remnant. 

    I now come to Nebuchadnezzar, the head of the Gentile monarchies, the head of gold. God made him so. God has set out His mind as to these four monarchies, having made in them provision for the public government of the world until Christ sets up His kingdom. They are in this sense part of His service and He gives a remarkable lead in Nebuchadnezzar. He would make him a representative of Himself, not only in rule, but in spirit, for indeed he became a preacher, but it was through discipline. If there are any here under specific discipline, the book of Daniel, in Nebuchadnezzar, furnishes instruction as to this matter of roots, that, in spite of the discipline, being a subject of the work of God by His Spirit, the real root is in you. Those of us who know you may say. The root of God is there. You have been inflated, given way to pride and ambition, to lust it may be, and the discipline surely came. The truth as to his discipline came directly to Nebuchadnezzar, first in his dream, then by Daniel in interpretation, and then by a voice from heaven, so that the discipline is put into execution  the tree is cut down, but the stump is left. It does not fall down. We read of trees falling down and they are found there, but a tree cut down is a different matter, because the sap is in the tree. It is not dead. Job says, there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that It will sprout again ... through the scent of water it will bud,(Job 14:7,9). When it falls there is a suggestion of its being dead, ... Jude speaks of certain being ... twice dead, plucked up by the roots (Jude 12). Apostasy is setting in now; that is what is happening. 

    In the case before us the root is in the ground, whence the sap is drawn, where the life-spring is. Discipline proceeds, but the stump of the roots of this tree is to be held in the earth by a band of iron and brass. You may say. That brother ought to be back in fellowship. Ought he? If the band of iron and brass is there surely according to God, then the suggestion is that there is no growth in a true sense while discipline is being exercised. I refer to formal discipline as seen here. The object of discipline is the destruction of the flesh; that is, it is a negative thought, but a necessary negative thought in order that there should be a positive; that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. In the meantime there is the band of iron and brass. The discipline is not lifted. The Lord said, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven (Matthew 18:18). It is a question now of showing unmistakably that the flesh is dealt with definitely. We are bound by the hands of the brethren, but also released by the hands of the brethren, for the Lord further says, whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven, Matthew 18:18. We know that the Corinthians failed in this, but they were amenable to the apostles injunction that they should confirm their love to the offender; that implies that the bands are removed. 

    We read in Daniel how Nebuchadnezzar came to this. It is a most instructive chapter in that way. We see how he came to it and how manifestly he judged himself, but there was a definite period of seven times to pass over him. God fixed the period, and that period had to run its course. He was to eat grass like an ox, a beasts heart was given to him. In the tender grass he was wet with the dew of heaven. Think of such discipline! Nebuchadnezzar was just in the circumstances of a beast. It was all discipline. The facts were to wear down the flesh, to destroy it. He had to experience them for seven years  spiritually a complete period; and then God released him. The period appointed by God synchronised exactly with the result of the discipline of the man, so that he now praises the God of heaven. He says, Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of the heavens, all whose works are truth, and his paths judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase (Daniel 4:37). He preaches the gospel, too, we may say, as the early verses of the chapter show. 

    Finally there are these roots which belong to us in the Colossian state. Some of you may be asking in your minds. What does he mean by that? The truth is that local assemblies have states generally differing from each other. It is remarkable that what characterises a town or city affects the brethren. The Lord says to the apostle Paul, I have much people in this city (Acts 18:10). Corinth was in His mind and all the influences of Corinth over the Christian were, no doubt, in His mind, too. Local companies are affected by the characteristics of the city in which they are, and that affection causes a state which has to be corrected. In fact, it has to be understood what the influence is, so that we may provide against it; set our faces against it, so as to overcome it. What marked Colosse was that it had got on well. The apostle Paul had not been there. It was not a Pauline assembly for some reason, although it was in the province of Asia. They had not seen his face in the flesh, but they had gone on in the truth and he could say that he rejoiced as in spirit present with them. For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, 

    joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ (Colossians 2:5). All that was pleasing to the apostle, but then there was the need of being rooted in love and built up in Christ. The wording is somewhat different from that in Ephesians, but this is in keeping with the state of the Colossians, for they were in danger of philosophy (that is, human learning) and vain deceit. These two things go together. Where there is the love of human learning or wisdom (which the word philosophy signifies) there is vanity and deceitfulness. 

    In truth learning enables us to deceive. Refined people are often extremely deceptive. They seek to convey the best kind of feelings outwardly, while in truth they are not there at all. They can put on skilfully a veneer that conceals the real state below. So philosophy and vain deceit go together. Learning too helps people to sin. Thus some become skilful in it. The world is marked by this at the present time. There is careful education as to how to be lawless, how to gratify the lawless desires of the flesh in the most skilful way to get the greatest results. Hence the Colossians needed this word from the apostle: ...Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. The point is in him, that is, in Christ, takes us out of the realm of the world altogether. As in Christ, you do not need philosophy. To say nothing of the evil of it, you do not need it. What the apostle means is the realm to which you have been brought as in Christ  rooted in Him, built up in Him. Your soul is maintained in the sense of your status in Christ You are built up in that relation. You are not allowing spiritual instruction to add to you as a man in this world. Many add them together  the spiritual intelligence with the status in this world, the money, the human education a man may have  all to make a certain show. That is very objectionable to God, 

    also damaging to the testimony. What saves us from it is, ... Rooted and built up in him  ... That is, it is exclusive; in him excludes all that is unsuited to Him, that is unnecessary in Him. In Him we have everything that is necessary, so that we deliberately refuse philosophy and vain deceit. Thus the further necessity of being ... stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. The status, dear brethren, in Christ is exclusive, in which you need nothing of this world. Anything of Egypt is a reproach there. Hence the instruction in Joshua 5 as to circumcision: through it the reproach of Egypt was rolled away. The full bearing of that type is set out in our chapter: in whom also ye have been circumcised ... in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,(Colossians 2:11). Christ has judicially terminated the flesh in its totality in His vicarious sufferings, and now it is under reproach, it is abominated in the realm of Christ. Thus we are to be Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. This is a passage that is most essential to us in view of all that we have had before us as to the kind of pressure we are enduring, so that we may be outside the world and the mind of man, the world of learning and philosophy and vain deceit. We are outside of it all as in Christ and then established there and built up there. Assured in the faith, even as ye have been taught. 

  
    QUICKENING (JT 52)

    Colossians 2: 13 - 15; Ephesians 2: 1 - 6

    JTI was thinking of quickening as seen in the epistles to the Colossians and the Ephesians. The word quickening may suggest to some minds here that the subject of eternal life should come up, but it is not in my mind. The term eternal life is wider than quickening, applying to the earthly saints in the future as well as to the saints in this dispensation, and also involving an order or sphere of things into which believers go. These shall go away into eternal punishment, and the righteous into life eternal, Matthew 25: 46. 

    The thought now is to consider the word quickening as seen in these two epistles; in them it takes on a more exalted significance than it does elsewhere. We have it in the Old Testament, particularly in Psalm 119, a familiar psalm to many of us, the longest one in the book. The word quickening appears there more frequently than in the rest of the Old Testament; it is an outcome of the desires of the saints, that psalm being largely a question of desire. The word quickening is also found in the New Testament in a wider and more general significance than in the two epistles in which we read. The idea is connected with the Father in John 5, For even as the Father raises the dead and quickens them, thus the Son also quickens whom he will (verse 21). The Father quickens and the Son quickens here; and in John 6 we are told, It is the Spirit which quickens (verse 63). But nowhere else have we the expression, quickened with Christ save in these two epistles. It applies in Scripture only to the saints of this dispensation, and it is thought that the affections of the saints are specially brought into it, in the thought of being not only made to live, but made to live with Christ, in association with Him, involving that we are sharers of His life. 

    CAMDoes the sense of origin come into it? 

    JTWell, it would seem so. We are viewed here as dead in offences. And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him (Colossians 2: 13); that is, God quickened us out of that state, so that it is an entirely new beginning for believers; we are taken in life out of a dead condition. This, of course, is morally death; the passage does not refer to physical death; it is what we were as alive in the flesh, dead in trespasses; that is, responsible persons who have sinned, and are dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh. So it is entirely the sovereign work of God in taking us out of that condition into a living condition in association with Christ. 

    CAMWould it be right to say that all the past, whatever that may have been, is considered a settled matter, starting at this point? 

    JTYes; all the past and all that would hinder our progress and enjoyment in this new state of association with Christ. We are told, Having forgiven us all the offences; having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which stood out against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly (verses 13 - 15). So that what might hinder us in enjoyment and progress in this life is taken out of the way at one stroke in the death of Christ. 

    RWSIs quickened together with him greater than verse 12 which says, Ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God? 

    JTWe have observed that verse 12 brings in faith. It is through the faith of the operation of God that raised Him from the dead, which means that resurrection is not yet literally accomplished in us. Christ alone is risen. We are said here to be risen through the faith of the operation of God, who raised Christ; that is, it is a certainty; its literal accomplishment is only a matter of time. It is true anticipatively; for faith it is a certainty. 

    ARTo the phrase, through faith of the working of God, J.N.D. has a footnote: energeia: active internal power. Would that help in relation to what you had in mind? 

    JTIt is the sense that you are not merely dealing with the matter theoretically, but that God actually raised Christ and He will certainly raise the believers; you are conscious of the power. It is the idea of energy operating in us; you are conscious of the power and it is only a little while until it extends to the body, and we shall then be literally raised. It is a faith matter now. It is as good as done; God may regard things that be not as though they are (Romans 4: 17). 

    ARThe power of God operating in us makes the thing a reality and you just wait the external change. 

    JTWe are conscious that it is the power that is working in us. We are conscious of the power, that it is not a mere theory, only it has not as yet extended to our bodies. The body is yet mortal; Paul says, But we have this treasure in earthen vessels (2 Corinthians 4: 7), and later he says, that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life (chapter 5: 4), that is, that which is working in you will, in due course, make the body live as well as the spirit. So you have the reality of the power in your experience. 

    ANWWould you make a little clearer what you see in the expression, dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh? 

    JTThese had to be dealt with, too, and that shows that it is not literal death that is meant, because a man who literally dies in his sins will never be saved; therefore it is not that, it is a moral condition. One died for all, then all have died (2 Corinthians 5: 14), meaning that it is as good as done. There was nothing left but that we should die, but God has come in in a sovereign act and taken believers out of that state of moral death, and at the same time forgiven their sins. 

    RWSThis quickening is not presented as a matter of faith. 

    JTNo; faith is not connected here with it. Faith is connected with our resurrection, as we have seen. Resurrection is future, and introduced here to complete the marvellous work of God of which believers are the subjects. Canaan is in mind in Colossians. It is a question of the power of God which faith lays hold of, so that we are enabled to take the ground of being risen with Christ in assembly service. Quickening goes with this as an actual accomplishment in the believer. The affections are affected in a practical way. We are quickened together with him. This teaching in Colossians and Ephesians is needed for our part with Christ in the assembly, in the service of God. It is not only that we have life, but we are quickened, with our affections active and our minds affected by it. 

    ABPToday shalt thou be with me in paradise. Does that involve quickening? 

    JTThere must be something corresponding there. We have to bear in mind that the Holy Spirit had not yet come. The thief went to paradise, but he is not a member of the assembly and never will be. He left this scene before the Holy Spirit came, but at the same time God had begun a work in him, whatever name you might give it. He was sensible of what was beside him in Christ. He says, We indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this man has done nothing amiss, Luke 23: 41. Then he says, Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom (verse 42). That shows he had light; and it is clear there was formation by the power of God, for he was going to be with Christ in paradise. Besides, he had spiritual instincts and understanding. 

    ABPIn a sense he is a Colossian. He dies with Christ, and I wondered whether it carried through in that sense in the teaching. Luke writing as he does to support Pauls ministry, is there not a suggestion of it in that? 

    JTThe thief on his cross literally died with Christ, and he was a Colossian saint in that sense, but he certainly was not risen with Christ through the faith of the operation of God, although he must have had some idea that he would be raised. Nor was he quickened with Christ, because Christ Himself was not yet quickened; He was not yet raised from the dead. Still, there is the fact that the repentant thief died on a cross beside the one on which the Lord died and went to paradise immediately after the Saviour went there. It is beautiful that the Lord said, Today. 

    AATYou were saying both quickening and new birth are a sovereign work of God. Would you mind again explaining the difference between the two? 

    JTBirth is a family thought. The word is, Except any one be born anew (John 3: 3), which Nicodemus immediately connected with the progenital idea. It is a question of the family of God. New birth implies our induction into the family in due course. But as formally recognised as in the family we are said to have received Christ and to believe on his name; also to be born of God. Thus we are children of God, John 1: 12, 13. But the word quickening is in the Scriptures on a living line. It contemplates persons who were responsible, as in sins, and morally dead; that is, incapable of any response to God whatever. Out of this state they are quickened with Christ. New birth and quickening are collateral in the constitution of the believer. Born anew is said to be an operation of the Spirit, and what is born of the Spirit is said to be spirit. In the scriptures before us quickening is by God and it places us in living association with Christ. 

    AATDo I understand you to say a Jew could be born again and not be quickened? 

    JTOh, they will be quickened according to Psalm 119. The word is used ten or eleven times in that psalm, which alludes to them; but we cannot say they are quickened with Christ. That is what is before us now, to show that we are constituted capable of taking part in assembly service in association with Christ. We are quickened with Him, and thus we are partakers of His life. The epistle to the Romans does not state that they were quickened together with Christ, nor does any of the other epistles speak of it in this way. It is not found in any of the epistles but Colossians and Ephesians, and they contemplate advance in the truth; so the idea would be intelligible and appreciated by the persons involved. What a thing it is! It is a wonderful thing to be quickened at all, but it is more wonderful to be quickened with Christ, given a status above all other families. 

    RWSReckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, Romans 6: 11. Would that not bear on being quickened with Christ? 

    JTThat is Roman truth; it is intelligible, because the epistle is initial and basic. Sin has a great place there. In the passage you quote it is not yet sin in themselves, but sin in the world. Alive to God is that you are feeling Godward; God has a place with you. It is reckoning, which implies that the christians at Rome had not progressed far. The apostle does not say they were dead, but they were to reckon themselves to be dead to sin. The word reckon there is important. You act in light and on principle, and thus in time you will come to the state that corresponds. Colossians says that as having been raised with Christ we have died (Colossians 3: 1 - 3). One recently converted who had been accustomed to attend theatres might still have an inclination to go to them, but light controlling his conscience would hinder him; but as he maintained this attitude, the Spirit helping him, he would overcome the desire. He thus would be dead to the evil. 

    QuesHow would you link up the thoughts of the quickening of the mortal body and the quickening that we have in Colossians? 

    JTThe quickening of your mortal body is on account of Gods Spirit that dwells in you. It corresponds with the resurrection of those who are in their graves when the Lord comes. They will be raised out of the state of death. But quickening in Romans 8 does not mean that you have been in the grave, but that as a christian you are here in the body when the Lord comes and you will be changed. Those of us who are alive and remain shall be changed and caught up with those who are raised (1 Thessalonians 4). The Lord shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to himself, Philippians 3: 21. 

    CNWhereunto also I toil, the apostle says, combating according to his working, which works in me in power, Colossians 1: 29. Does that help in the idea of quickening? 

    JTPaul could speak experimentally of the power of God as it had wrought in him. You are calling attention to the power that works in us: that will presently extend to our bodies. It is the same power, but it has not yet done so, because our bodies are still mortal. It will extend to our bodies as we are alive here when the Lord comes for us. It will affect those who are in their graves also, that is, the power of God will take effect in them. The power is not working in them while they are in their graves. They are in dissolution. Faith alone can grasp the idea; that all that are in the graves shall hear His voice. How can they hear His voice? It is only as the work of God takes place instantaneously in them, giving them power to hear His voice, and they shall come forth. That is one of the most wonderful things entering into this subject. It is said of the Lord Jesus that He is marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead, Romans 1: 4. However long a man may have been dead, the Lord can raise him. Wonderful! You may say his body could not be found; and that is true as far as human ability is concerned, but God can find it, and faith knows that. The power that works in us, that Paul speaks of here, will extend presently to our bodies as alive down here and will also extend to those in their graves, so that all will go up together with Christ. 

    ANWWould you say again what you have said about the relationship of quickening with eternal life? 

    JTIt is included in the thought of eternal life. The expression eternal life is of course very wide as over against time and death. This is included in that, only there is something added there to the idea of eternal life, namely, association with Christ, which others do not have. Of course, all the saints will be with Him, each family according to the Fathers appointment, but it is remarkable that the words with Christ are attached to the word quickened only in these two scriptures. 

    WRDoes this also suggest, the last Adam a quickening spirit, 1 Corinthians 15: 45? Have you in mind that as associated with Christ we should be done with the natural propensities and make room for the spiritual ones? 

    JTThat is how the truth before us works out. God is a Spirit and the Lord says, For even as the Father raises the dead and quickens them, thus the Son also quickens whom he will, John 5: 21. So that is a prerogative that the Son has, and that prerogative will be used in regard of all the saints. The Lord Jesus raises them all. 

    JHWould Mary Magdalene be touching on this great truth at the tomb when the Lord makes Himself known to her and speaks of this relationship with the Father and with the disciples? 

    JTWell, she would be ready for it, I suppose. She had been very dark, although she loved the Lord. She was looking for Him but not alive, although He had told the disciples He would rise again. But the conversation that ensued would lead her to this thought, because He says, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father, meaning that He was going to His Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God, John 20: 17. And then as come into the midst of them He breathes on them and says, Receive the Holy Spirit (verse 22). That would link up with what we are speaking of; they partook of His Spirit, involving His life. We are quickened with Him, but John shows it is into the same life in which He lives. 

    JHWould it not need the incoming of the Spirit before you can enjoy it? 

    JTYes. This teaching involves the incoming of the Spirit. 

    QuesDo the resurrection of Lazarus and the details connected with it link on with love here? You were saying that the affections are involved. It is a love matter. 

    JTThat is right; it is a love matter. It was the family at Bethany, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died, John 11: 32. Mary was thinking of her brother. We are told earlier that the Lord loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus (verse 5). So it was a love matter, and there is something in that; because the Lord comes back after He raised Lazarus and sits at the table with him. It was association; that was the idea of it. That helps very much. 

    HSHDoes the thought of quickening here involve active participation with Christ in the way of testimony at the present time? 

    JTIt would involve that. But what is before us is more its bearing towards God, with Christ in the assembly in the service of God. In what happened at Bethany we have the suggestion of both sides. Lazarus was one of those that sat at table with Him. That is association. And then we are told later that many came to see Lazarus and believed because of him. That is, Lazarus was a testimony, which would show that Colossian truth is essential to the testimony here; that we are living people  living with Christ. 

    CAMThat thought you have just expressed about Lazarus would help with regard to the exalted idea here  quickened together with Christ. All the other history is closed; you have nothing but Christ. 

    JTQuite so. All this war that is going on is not Christ. All these histories in the world, men rising up and doing great things, are in this sense nothing. If One died for all, then all have died; and what confirms what you are saying is that they which live, meaning those that are quickened, should not live unto themselves, but unto Him that died for them and rose again. That is the position. What is happening and what is filling the world with history is really nothing from this standpoint. It will all go into oblivion, never to be revived or brought into mind at all, whereas this life is going to stand. And as regards christians, we have part with Christ, we are brought into life with Christ, which is an exalted position, sharing His own life. And so, as we were saying, Lazarus was one of those that sat at table with Him. That is association and participation with Him. Then in John 13 the Lord says to Peter, Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me (verse 8). That is the idea. The Lord is reminding Peter of this great fact, that his place is in association with Christ; and He says, If I cannot wash thee, it cannot be. So that being washed enters into this matter. We are cleansed of all that would hinder our enjoyment of this precious fact, risen with Christ, and in association with Him in life. 

    CAMSo that what is transpiring all around is a tremendous test to us because we might be living in it; but as we are taught of God, we find quickening with Christ our great and only outlet. 

    JTThat is all that is going to subsist eternally. That is what is meant as to those who have eternal life. All others shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal. That is the general thought of eternal life, but we are dealing now with something even greater than what that generally implies, namely, association with Christ in life. 

    AREternal life really does not take you off the earth, but here we have a link with Christ where He is. 

    JTIt is His life above, where He is. 

    Now turning to Ephesians it says, We too being dead in offences, (God) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace, ) and has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus (chapter 2: 5). That gives full scope in the assembly, because the assembly is composed not only of risen people but of heavenly people. 

    ANWI would like to ask more about Colossians. Does the word together there imply what is collective? It is not exactly together with Him, but we are together with Him. 

    JTThe together would apply to us, has quickened together with him (verse 13). The together would not be inclusive of Him but the company that is quickened with Him. 

    ANWI thought it would come out in the verse in Ephesians, that we are together in the raising but not with Him. 

    JTIn Ephesians 2: 6 the raising up together and sitting down together refer exclusively to the saints. We are not said to be raised with Him there. In Ephesians it is and has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies. That is with one another. With him is omitted. But it is in verse 5: there we are quickened with the Christ. 

    AATDo I understand that is future, the raising and the seating? 

    JTIt is future, but it is, as we have been saying before, as good as done, because God has undertaken to do it. Indeed, according to the passage, it is done. God can thus speak. 

    ARIf we understood association with Him, as you have been speaking of Him, we would catch what is in His mind and have guidance about giving out hymns, or what we should say in the assembly. 

    JTYes. Sections of the assembly service are not always recognised. It is from glory to glory in assembly service. It is one glory after another. There is the Lords supper, and all the glory that attaches to that, and then we go on to what we are dealing with here, quickened with Christ, and the glories attaching to that. The assembly comes in here. There is also our relation with Christ as His brethren, and also our association with Him as sons before His Father and our Father, His God and our God. 

    RWSWould what is regarded as part of a hymn in 2 Timothy 2 fit in here? The word is faithful; for if we have died together with him, we shall also live together (chapter 2: 11). Is that a lower level than Colossians? 

    JTNo, I should not think so; only the apostle is speaking of living with Christ as future. There is a connection in the verse with what we are speaking of. It is hortatory, alluding in part to the truth we are considering. 

    RWSThe with him is not added at the end of the verse. It reads, if we have died together with him, we shall also live together. 

    JTI think the with him is inferred. It is needed for the full answer to our death with Him. The fact that all of us live together is not the force of the passage; it is that we are associated with Him. It goes on to say, If we endure, we shall also reign together; if we deny, he also will deny us; if we are unfaithful, he abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself (verses 12, 13). I would think the idea of living with Him runs throughout. So in Thessalonians, that whether we may be watching or sleep, we may live together with him, 1 Thessalonians 5: 10. It is another statement of the same force. 

    JSWould His movements in the assembly involve our intelligent movements? 

    JTWell, the idea of Christs headship is that the body is controlled by it. Still, our intelligences are brought in. It is not only that we are controlled by His impulse; we have divinely given intelligence in ourselves so that we are capable of discerning His mind and the guidance He affords. 

    ARWould you say something now about association, and the thought of being raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus? 

    JTThe Ephesian passage takes us the whole way. It is remarkable how it expands on what we had in Colossians. In the latter hindering things are taken out of the way; in Christs death everything is dealt with in one stroke, so that we should not be hampered at all. But in Ephesians, you are taken beyond all hindering things, seated in the heavenlies. We too being dead in offences, (God) has quickened us with the Christ, ... and has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, that he might display in the coming ages the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is Gods gift: not on the principle of works, that no one might boast. For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them (verses 5 - 10). The full position of the saints as heavenly is contemplated in this passage, so that we are free to enter into assembly service and testimony as the next paragraph shows (verses 19 - 22). That is, the full position of christianity is stated in this chapter. 

    QuesDo you get the suggestion of quickening in Joseph and his brethren? I was thinking of the position into which Joseph introduced them, from his own sphere of glory as with him, association. 

    JTHe set them free as his brethren. It was not simply to patronise them, regarding them as inferior. He elevated them. He made them known to Pharaoh as his brethren. Thus Christ associates us with Himself before God as His brethren. 

    APfThe prodigal son who was dead and came to life again  would you say association with Christ is involved there? 

    JTThat is another thing. The parable portrays the full result of the gospel. Because this thy brother was dead and has come to life again, and was lost and has been found, Luke 15: 32. There can be no doubt that you might work this whole passage into that, because I believe it is the Ephesian position the Lord had in mind in all that wonderful parable of the prodigal; you have the house immediately, and the music and the dancing in the house, and the best robe on him. 

    APfYes; the prodigal recovered is, so to speak, alive with his Father. 

    JTYou have not, however, got Christ in the parable. He is typified earlier in the parable as to the Shepherd; He goes after the sheep. But in regard of the prodigal, he goes back to his Father. The idea of the Mediator in the position is not contemplated. It is the Father and the recovered son; the son come back to God as the Father. The parable presents an exalted thought. There is nothing said about the Mediator there. That is, it is having gone away from God, come back to Him known as his Father. 

    ANWWould it be right to connect lost and found with Romans, and dead and alive with Ephesians? 

    JTI would agree with that. 

    ARWould you explain a little about sitting down in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus? 

    JTIt is the full position. Sitting would mean that we are there in liberty and dignity. God in His great love has placed us there. We belong to the place, we are indigenous to it, which would imply that all past history is cancelled. We are there as heavenly. The Lord Jesus says that those who have part in that world and the resurrection from among the dead ... are equal to angels, which would at least mean that they are heavenly in rank; but Ephesians shows that the saints of our dispensation are greater than angels. Our origin and rank are from Christ. 

    HGHIs verse 10 the basis of the thought of being quickened with Him? 

    JTFor we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them. The word created takes us further. It would imply that you fit into the great scheme of creation. Genesis 1 is the chapter of the first creation; the word create is not used of all creatures. Man was created, also the creatures of the sea and air; others were made. Creation was the primary thought  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. This would assume that God had a great scheme in His mind, governed by the word create. Each part has to be there to take its place, and that is in mind here. So it goes on to say, Having been created in Christ Jesus for good works. That is not said as to quickening, nor even of workmanship. It is that the creation required these works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them. I think that opens up something for us, that we belong to the whole divine scheme. 

    JSDoes not the thought of quickening underlie Genesis 1? 

    JTIt does; the principle of life was in the earth. 

    WRThat opens up a remarkable sphere of operations. Paul says to the Romans, That ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Romans 15: 6. 

    JTCreation needs good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them. What are these good works that He has before prepared? We must know them. They fit into the great scheme of creation. We need to know them and to have ability to walk in these good works. I suppose the full idea would be in the walk of Jesus here below, a heavenly Man on earth. 

    CAMWould you make the word before apply, in Gods mind, prior to everything? 

    JTYes. Which God has before prepared that we should walk in them. They are there. Can I walk in them? 

    CAMThen the objective in christian experience will be what God has ever had in His mind. 

    JTI think that is how we should arrive at the truth in this respect; and so every creature was needed to answer to Gods mind. Take the land animals: they were brought to Adam. A creature is coming up, an elephant: Adam, in view of naming it, is sure to observe its movements. God had given him ability to name that creature, and the name he gives would be based on the expression of life in it. And God accepts the name Adam gives. That would mean that the creature is essential to the creation  a living, moving thing, answering in a practical way to the divine intent in creating it. Gods idea is a living state of things, and the variety of creatures brings out what life is as seen in their movements. 

    CAMYour further remark, that the good works in which we are to walk would be understood in apprehending the life of Christ here below, seems to be most helpful. 

    JTThat, in this sense, is the acme of everything. But all the creatures named by Adam would in some sense represent life; each had some feature and every feature was essential to the great scheme of creation. I think that is the idea of creation here. God has that scheme in His mind. When you come to Jesus, especially in Johns gospel, you get the full idea. The Baptist looked at Him as he walked. 

    CAMIt helps us in that way to understand why such a term as a lion can be applied to the Lord, and the Lamb of God, too. 

    JTYes; He is called the Lamb of God, and the Lion of the tribe of Judah. In the offerings of the Scriptures, you get creatures representing Him, and it opens up a very wide door, it seems to me, as to new creation  what God has in mind, and that each one must fit into his place; each one must be there. 

    ANWIs Gods mind in the creation reached in everything that hath breath? 

    JTQuite so; it is all responsive to Him. 

    ARThe thing was there in creation in life substantially before the name was given. If we were spiritual, we would arrive at the same thing in the spiritual realm. Many names are written down there, and they must correspond to the mind of God in what they are substantially. 

    JTJohns gospel brings out what we are speaking of now as to life, so that the Lords own walk is stressed in chapter 1. John the baptist calls attention to Jesus as He walked. Then John the evangelist says, Andrew went and found Simon his brother and brought him to Jesus, and Jesus looked on him. He is there as the last Adam. The Lord looked on him and said, Thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is stone), John 1: 42. That item is needed in the divine scheme; and so the principle applies to every one of us. 

    I believe these good works that are spoken of bring out what the features intended by God are. Therefore it is most important that we should walk in them. 

    ARSo that is further seen in the two that followed the Lord, not here in relation to suffering, but they said, Teacher, where abidest thou? (verse 38). They must have had an impression that He was walking in relation to a glorious sphere. 

    JTQuite so; they were attracted. Really John 1 is almost astronomical, the remarkable movements in relation to Christ, and everything fitted! Then how wonderful the heavens are! Everything fits! The heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse sheweth the works of his hands, Psalm 19: 1. Down here below everything is disorder, but God is going to bring it into order, and that is what is in mind. These good works are prepared that we should walk in them  having that in view. 

    WRasWould you say a word about Dorcas in Acts 9? It says, She was full of good works and alms-deeds which she did (verse 36). What would be the teaching in that? Her name means gazelle. And it came to pass in those days that she grew sick and died (verse 37). 

    JTShe clearly was doing something, making garments; but she died, which is suggestive negatively. Why should a person die who is so highly regarded and so useful in her community? Well, they washed her and put her in the upper room and sent for Peter. That was all under God. It leads to what we are talking of; it is the universe of God that is in mind. Did she fit into it when she was making garments, or was she a good social member, who belonged to a sewing class? Peter on the other hand, who has a divinely given name, represents the idea we are speaking of. Thou shalt be called Cephas or Peter, the Lord said to him, both names having the same meaning. Now he is sent for, as if God was in that. God is going to bring Dorcas into His realm, into the realm of new creation. Is she going to be head of a sewing class; a good social member in the town?; or is she going to be a despised disciple and follower of Jesus, having no status in this world at all, but having a status with God above? The latter is what comes out. Peter arrived, and all the widows stood by him weeping and shewing him the body-coats and garments which Dorcas had made ... But Peter, putting them all out, and kneeling down, prayed (verses 39, 40). Dorcas societies have no spirituality attached to them. Peter put them all out. And, turning to the body, he said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes, and, seeing Peter, sat up. Notice that. He belongs to the new creation; he belongs to the great divine scheme and he is operating in it, and she saw him. That is what is to give character to her henceforth. And having given her his hand, he raised her up, and having called the saints and the widows, presented her living (verse 41). She belongs to another set now. 

    WRasShe is called a certain female disciple (verse 36). 

    JTBut she is now a risen saint, quickened we might say, and delivered to the saints and the widows. 

    RWSSo Peter writes in his epistle that Christ is a model that we might follow in His footsteps; leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps, 1 Peter 2: 21. 

    ANWDoes the mention of His workmanship in the verses you have been dwelling on suggest detailed refinement in the creation? 

    JTWell, workmanship is really more, in a way, than creatorship. I suppose there is more skill in workmanship. Take Adam, he was created; we are told so expressly; but he was also formed. That would imply skill, in the physical realm he was the masterpiece of God. 

  
    THE LIFE WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS (5) (JT 55)

    Isaiah 38: 19, 20; Colossians 2: 12, 13; Ephesians 2: 4 - 7

    JTIn what has come before us so far in our subject, life in its present activity has been stressed. We looked at certain passages in 2 Corinthians last month, connecting our subject with those whom the Lord uses to minister the truth. It is thought that we should now look at Colossians and Ephesians. 

    The subject of quickening is especially in mind as essential to the service of God. And so Hezekiahs remarks in the passage read in Isaiah furnish a good introduction from the Old Testament  from one who had been down into death, as it were, and had his life extended for fifteen years. The experience he had led him to value life as he had not valued it before; hence he now says, The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day ... . And we will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah (verses 19, 20). We therefore have an excellent introduction by one who has had experience in death but now is typically made to live. This is enlarged upon in Colossians and in Ephesians; so that as we afresh look into the truth in those epistles we may be able to speak more experimentally about life. 

    JTJrDo the stringed instruments suggest Davids instruction? 

    JTIt rises to Davids ministry; indeed, he made instruments of praise; 1 Chronicles 23: 5. So that we may take Hezekiah as representative of the house of David; he is addressed here in that sense. The historical books record much of the service of song in Hezekiahs reign, and all is much linked with David. In 2 Chronicles we have the highest thoughts, typically, represented in Hezekiah. So he may be rightly used as introducing us into Colossians and Ephesians. 

    JWDDo you look upon this thought of playing as a quality of life? 

    JTYes. Playing on stringed instruments would require agile and trained fingers. Cramped or paralysed fingers which, spiritually, would be found with us if we are not with God, could hardly use such instruments. So that the free action of life is required. This enters into what Hezekiah says in verse 19: The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day. 

    AREarlier in the chapter he says, In the meridian of my days I shall go to the gates of Sheol. Does that mean that he has gone that distance literally? 

    JTWell, he had experience in death in that anticipative way. He further says, I am deprived of the rest of my years. He was a comparatively young man. He had come to the end of his days, as he thought, so that he had the experience of death anticipatively and therefore he represents a risen man such as Colossians suggests. 

    JHEDoes this correspond with what the Lord says: Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose it shall preserve it, Luke 17: 33? 

    JTHezekiah was losing his life, and Jehovah gave him fifteen years; but that is typical, of course; life in the true sense is in the antitype. He had given up his life. He says, I have cut off like a weaver my life. He separateth me from the thrum  from day to night thou wilt make an end of me (verse 12). 

    ANWHave you in mind his statement, In all these things is the life of my spirit (verse 16)? 

    JTThat enters into what we are saying; a man is speaking to us who had experience with death. Paul speaks of so great a death, a tribulation in which he despaired of living, But we ourselves had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not have our trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead: who has delivered us from so great a death, 2 Corinthians 1: 9. 

    RWSIs the depth of this character of experience more or less an index to the enjoyment of life? 

    JTJust so. And hence, as I said, I thought Hezekiahs remarks form an excellent introduction to our subject, because Colossians contemplates the believer as dead. If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above ... for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God, Colossians 3: 1 - 3. Thus Colossians affords light which works out into experience of death and resurrection with Christ. If we are to be in the assembly according to God, this experience is essential. 

    WROne generation passeth away, and another generation cometh, Ecclesiastes 1: 4. I was wondering as to whether this passage links with what Hezekiah says, The father to the children shall make known thy truth (Isaiah 38: 19), whether he is showing the coming generation how the service of God is to be maintained. 

    JTYes; it is to go on in a living way. One great principle of this dispensation is that what it began with in the Spirits power was to be carried down. So that we now are sharing in what others have experienced and put into effect. Hezekiah is, I think, a type of such men. Largely through their teaching and example we know how to serve God; the Lord, we may say, constantly helps as to assembly service through teaching that comes to us currently. 

    JTJrIs Davids charge to Solomon in regard to the house and Solomons ministry confirmatory of this? 

    JTThat is clearly seen in 1 Chronicles. David had accumulated what was needed so far for the house and then he said to Solomon, And thou shalt add to it (1 Chronicles 22: 14); so that the addition would be in Solomon; and others following also added. That was a principle established. And so now we have a son of Solomon, and of David, in Hezekiah and he is adding. According to this record he added to the service of God. What is in mind is that the younger men should add to what there is; but the addition must be according to what has come down to us as divinely given. And that is what Hezekiah is doing. He is adding to what was there. We have nothing in what preceded just like what is seen here. 

    TEHWould the young man Eutychus (Acts 20), add to the service of God as he was brought back to life, no little comfort being derived? 

    JTThat is the principle. They brought away the boy alive: note that he was alive. This helps as to our general subject. We have a good many young ones among us, and we often talk about them. Practically, as spiritually alive, each one is an addition. Eutychus was of value. We may say that in Troas there was no boy like him, for he was received from the dead. So undoubtedly he would be nurtured in the assembly as one that would be characteristically of Pauls company. 

    ARDoes what you have in mind involve not only death but also the idea of burial? Hezekiah refers to Sheol which involves the grave. 

    JTQuite so  Buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, Romans 6: 4. Romans prepares us for Colossians in that sense; but you can see in Hezekiah how he had been in the thing thoroughly, and Paul says, I die daily. How real was his experience of death! 

    ABPAt a previous meeting, we had the thought of the power of life in Romans, and then in Corinthians, the fragrance of life. Does melody of life come in here? 

    JTVery good; this latter marks Davids ministry. He made much of the instruments of music; and Hezekiah following, speaks of my stringed instruments. Habakkuk comes in later as another who added to the service with similar suggestions. He adds my high places, which would be Ephesians. He says, Jehovah ... maketh my feet like hinds feet, and he will make me to walk upon my high places, Habakkuk 3: 19. He also says, To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments. He added to the service of God. 

    CNYou said that the experience of death is a necessity for the enjoyment of this life. Would you help us as to how this death is experienced by us? 

    JTIt was implied in the reading on Romans 6. That chapter says, As many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death (verse 3). Evidently, the Romans were not making much of His death. They were recognising that baptism was to Christ, so far right but the apostle was stressing in Romans that it was to His death, and he led in that way, especially according to what he says to the Corinthians. In the first epistle he speaks of dying daily, and of persons being baptised for the dead; and in the second letter he speaks of the great death that in some sense he had experienced. He also speaks there of the odour of his preaching from death unto death. So that in those epistles, in the apostle himself, we have an example of one who had been into death experimentally. It was very real. 

    JWDHezekiah, before he became sick, was much engaged with musical instruments, and he comes back in life and is again occupied with them. Do you see development in that? 

    JTYes. It was the end that God had in mind in the experience He brought him through. His death was divinely ordered. In those days Hezekiah was sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah: Set thy house in order; for thou shalt die and not live (verse 1). It was directly ordered of God as He had ordered Moses death, and Aarons death, and clearly with the object in view that he might have the experience of death in the continuance here of the service of God, and that he might add to it  that he should know how to use musical instruments in that service more efficiently than he had used them before  as a risen man. 

    ANWAnd not only musical instruments, but in this case, stringed instruments. Did the experience of death involve that those stringed instruments were tuned afresh? 

    JTYes. We often speak of the difference between stringed instruments and wind instruments. Of course wind is more suggestive of life, but stringed instruments are of a higher order. They bring in what is heavenly. So Habakkuk brings in the idea of high places, and hinds feet. But we are, as it were, in the presence of a man, in Hezekiah, who has been through death in his soul, and now he can say, We will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah. 

    FNWWas he alluding in what he says to these things in connection with life in verse 16? 

    JTYes. You can see what an experience he had, for In those days Hezekiah was sick unto death (verse 1). That is a serious matter, to be sick unto death. You may bring the doctor, but the man was sick unto death. The Lord Himself was sorrowful even unto death. It was a real thing anticipated beforehand, and then the further word is, The prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah: Set thy house in order; for thou shalt die. That is confirming the thing, that he is sick unto death. It is the word of God. It is Gods ordering, and Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed, etc., and then we have the encouraging word that he is to live for fifteen years. And then after his recovery he tells in his writing what his experience was. The fact that it is a writing shows it is not only for his own generation, but for later generations. So he goes on to tell us how he felt when he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness; that is, he is now a risen man typically, but he is able to give an account of his experience. We may compare him with persons in the New Testament who were raised from the dead. Take the young man of Nain  what could he say? Or Jairus daughter, even; a girl of twelve  what could she say about her experience? What could Lazarus say about his experience? We are not told what they said or what they could say, but we can understand that they had solemn and searching experiences. Well, we need to understand what that is spiritually now; what can each of us say of the experience of going through death in a moral way? God puts you through circumstances where it is nothing else but that, and then He takes you out of them. 

    JSIs this experience in view of teaching? 

    JTIt is in view of the service of God in His house. That is what we are seeking to get to in the account Hezekiah gives. He says, I said, In the meridian of my days I shall go to the gates of Sheol: I am deprived of the rest of my years. I said, I shall not see Jah, Jah in the land of the living. With those who dwell where all has ceased to be, I shall behold man no more (verses 10, 11). No true believer would say that now. But Hezekiah evidently had no more light. But how dreadful the anticipation where all has ceased to be. He further says, Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherds tent. I have cut off like a weaver my life. 

    He separateth me from the thrum:  from day to night thou wilt make an end of me. I kept still until the morning; ... as a lion, so doth he break all my bones. From day to night thou wilt make an end of me. Like a swallow or a crane, so did I chatter; I mourned as a dove; mine eyes failed with looking upward: Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me (verses 10 - 14). That is all historical; Hezekiah is out of the exercise, but he is telling us about it. And then he says, What shall I say? He hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it. I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. That is the result that God foresaw, and now he says: Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit; and thou hast recovered me, and made me to live. That is the man. All these things: they are not the great things of his life as a king, as men would say, but they are the things by which he was living. That is a man who is playing his stringed instruments in the house of God. 

    JSIs that why he adds, Jehovah was purposed to save? 

    JTQuite so; and he also refers to Jehovahs love for him: Thou hast in love delivered my soul from the pit of destruction; for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back (verse 17). That is to be especially noticed because we are now approaching the service of God in His house. His delivering love has this in view; the assemblys great eternal place and portion in heaven is the answer to Gods great love wherewith he loved us, Ephesians 2: 4. 

    RWSAnd then does he discover others who had the same experience? The I and me change, in verse 20, to we and our. 

    JTQuite so; others would join in the prolonged service contemplated  all the days of our life. And that is what we are aiming at now; that the brethren, as in life, might enter feelingly into the service of God; even in the singing of a hymn; that our hearts might be fully drawn into it. 

    JWDWould you say the measure of our participation in the service of God stands in relation to the measure in which we have experienced death? 

    JTThat is what I thought we might learn from Hezekiahs account of what he experienced. And so in Colossians, for the apostle furnishes us with names of some Colossian saints. Well, we need, as it were, to set ourselves down in company with the Colossian saints and consider as to how this epistle would affect them and compare the result with the epistles effect on ourselves. Chapter 2: 12 says, Buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead (verse 12). Pauls exercise was to arrive at the resurrection from among the dead, not simply as a matter of faith, but of realisation; Philippians 3: 11. And we see in Colossians how the apostle had in mind that they should be brought on to a status of resurrection, especially for assembly service, that we should reach that state of things in power. It is a question of faith laying hold of the energetic working of God in raising Christ from among the dead. It is through the faith of that that we are able to take the ground of resurrection in assembly service. 

    WGTThe word is active internal power, according to the footnote. 

    JTIt is the thought of energy. In Ephesians our being risen with Christ is not stressed; it is our being raised up to heaven that is the point; that we are quickened and raised up to a heavenly place and status. Resurrection itself does not take us off the earth; Ephesians contemplates us in heaven, and sitting there. And that involves quickening, our being taken out of death with Christ by the mighty power of God. 

    JSWith a view that we might strike a higher note? 

    JTYes; that is in view; our blessings are in the heavenlies. 

    ABPWhere does the unconquered daughter of Zion come into this? She seems to be the focal point in Gods mind in Isaiah 37. I wonder if she might suggest that form of power you were speaking of? 

    JTQuite so; it is the virgin-daughter. It would mean moral superiority, I think, to the Assyrian influence; but then in the same connection you have, the remnant ... shall again take root downward and bear fruit upward, chapter 37: 31. That has the same thing in mind only in the idea of life expressed in a vegetable figure. 

    FNWThe apostle speaks of the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death (Philippians 3: 10), is that taking root downward? 

    JTYes; being conformed to his death; and that he might arrive at the resurrection from among the dead; and then to reach the goal, which is the calling on high. The calling on high of God in Christ Jesus is Ephesian truth. 

    FSCDid you say arriving at the resurrection from among the dead was apart from faith? 

    JTNo; while we are down here faith must always enter into our exercises; but arriving at the resurrection from among the dead is a question of energy operating in us. We could not attain to it without the Spirit, however clearly our minds might take it in. 

    JWDIs the word ye in Colossians 2: 12 the idea of an assembly position in life to which I am drawn? 

    JTA collective position is contemplated, leading to the body in verse 19. He has quickened together with him, verse 13 strengthens that. Together means that we are collectively linked up with Christ in the quickening. 

    ANWWhereas in Ephesians the together is that we are together? 

    JTYes, raised up to heaven by ourselves. Christ is not mentioned until we come to in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus; not with Him, but in Him; that is, status above. The quickening in Ephesians is with Him. God has quickened us with the Christ; that is, that He has been in death, and we have been there, too  dead in offences, and now we are quickened with the Christ. Then the next statement is ... has raised us up together, that is, with each other. It is not a question of Christ being raised but the saints raised together, and not in the sense of resurrection as in Colossians, but raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ. 

    ARWhat you are speaking about will presently take place externally when our bodies are changed; whereas by the power of the Spirit operating in us now we are changed internally? 

    JTExactly. The Spirit being here, we have christianity. Without the Spirit, however much light we may have, we could not have christianity nor the assembly. It is important to bear that in mind. 

    JWDWhat would be the difference between known energy in our souls in a Colossian sense, and the use of the Spirit in Romans 8? 

    JTThere is not much difference only Colossians stresses faith and the working of God, who raised Christ. Note, ye have been also raised, which is not said in Romans. Nor is it said in Ephesians, the heavenly position being stressed there. You get it in chapter 1: The surpassing greatness of his power towards us, but we are not said to be raised by it; the heavenly position is in view. In Colossians the working of God is specially part of our faith, and hence our being raised with Christ is intelligible: the moral point would be our complete transference from the earth to resurrection ground. The Colossians were in danger of earthly things which might be regarded as good things in themselves; and the thought of resurrection involving the power of God laid hold of by faith implies a basis of transfer from the earth and hence deliverance. 

    QuesIs that why the apostle says, If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, Colossians 3: 1? 

    JTYes, ... seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth; for ye have died (verses 2, 3). That is what is called a hypothetical statement; that one thing depends upon another. If I am risen, according to chapter 2, the next thing is that I am dead, like the dead man Lazarus; still in Bethany, but dead in this moral sense. 

    APTIn John 11, Lazarus has grave-clothes on which would be removed; I was wondering if there would be any link with what we read in Colossians; certain things had been taken out of the way. 

    JTQuite so. Having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which stood out against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross (verse 14). That is what Paul is doing at Colosse. Like Lazarus, the saints there were risen, but they needed to be loosed and let go. 

    WGTIs burial emphasised more in Colossians than in Ephesians? In Ephesians, we are said to have been dead in offences whereas Colossians, 

    while it also says this, adds buried with him in baptism. 

    JTI think so. We are not said to be risen in Romans, but Romans leads to Colossians where we are said to be buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him. It is remarkable that baptism becomes here a figure of resurrection as well as of death; in which implies this. Coming out of the water is a figure of resurrection. The apostle is using what is obvious: that the baptised person comes out of the water. It is that you are positively away from the earth, that is, in a moral sense. You do not go back to earthly ways. He is dealing with the earth. 

    ANWDoes that mean we rehearse the baptism in our own souls? 

    JTJust so. We maintain the thought of it. In Romans we are told that we should walk in newness of life; but Colossians goes beyond this, the earth being in mind, the good side of the earth. 

    RWSIs that why the companionship with him is mentioned, to make it practical to leave that kind of a world for another? 

    JTThat is it; if you love the Lord Jesus, you like the thought of being with Him; and then, of course, there is companionship with the brethren also. 

    JSDo you not have a change of soil in Ephesians, being rooted and grounded in love? 

    JTYou do; the assembly in its formation is more pronounced in Ephesians than Colossians. Ephesians is the full thought of God: the saints set down together in heavenly places. 

    ARWe often speak anticipatively of being thus all together; in principle we have it when we come together in assembly every first day of the week. 

    JTThat is the idea. So Ephesians is essential to the service of God in its heavenly character. We belong to heaven. How often do we touch that? 

    Very seldom. But we should go out on that note because we are to be here as a heavenly people; no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens of the saints, and of the household of God. 

    JAPElisha, identifying himself with the child and raising him up, would fit in with your thought of Colossians? 

    JTYes. The type foreshadows Colossians. The childs trouble was in his head. In the process of restoring him the prophet walked in the house to and fro, as if there was something in it that had damaged his mind. Placing himself on the child, as described, would imply that as restored he would take character from Elisha. 

    WGTIs burial an intelligent way of dealing with death? 

    JTIt is; it is a real thing to be buried like Lazarus, buried four days, it is said. It is to bring out the reality of death. Burial belongs to death. 

    ABPIs this quickening an advance on resurrection? 

    JTThey are collateral, not as occurring together instantaneously, but in general bearing; I am speaking of them literally. In this sense quickening is first historically and in some connections it includes the body: resurrection shall quicken your mortal bodies, Romans 8: 11. But in Colossians resurrection is mentioned first, only it is a matter of faith, as we have seen; whereas quickening is actual as it affects us down here and it does not, in this sense, affect our bodies. 

    ABPIs resurrection an act of power outside of us, whereas quickening is what happens within us? 

    JTI would say that. When a man is about to be actually raised from the dead, something happens in him immediately before, because he hears the voice of Jesus; John 5: 28. How does he hear it? Something has happened in him corresponding with quickening. 

    JTJrI suppose we learn quickening experimentally now in the assembly. How do we act in the assembly? Why are there those who are practically dead in it? 

    JTThat enters into what we have been saying  that the living praise God. In Ephesians quickening is put before the raising up into heaven; whereas in Colossians the resurrection is before quickening. The apostle stresses faith in relation to power, enabling the believer to take resurrection ground, because, as we have been saying, it is a question of overcoming earthly conditions. 

    JWDDo the words in the which cover the thought of buried with Him? 

    JTYes; the words refer to baptism, which symbolises burial and resurrection, as we have been saying. Association with Christ in burial and resurrection is in mind. 

    ARTwelve stones on the banks of the Jordan would be a witness to what you are saying. 

    JTYes; they represent the people as having come out of Jordan. That is the idea; and as we have often been taught, the Red Sea and the Jordan coalesce. We have to understand that word, especially as there were forty years between the crossing of the Red Sea and the crossing of the Jordan. 

    JWDIs the thought of quickening something experimental, following on the possession of the Spirit? 

    JTIt is, and that is, I believe, why there is so little mention of the Spirit in Colossians, whilst there is a great deal said of Him in Romans and in Ephesians; it is His work that is in mind in Colossians. You need that to understand what coming out of the water means; that it is resurrection; that is, I am free from the earth as well as from the world. Coming out of the Red Sea, Israel entered the wilderness, which Romans contemplates. Colossians is an up line, Canaan being in view. Thus the exhortation, Have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth. 

    FNWDoes Mary reach that point in her soul in John 20 in being absorbed with Christ? She is ready for the ascending line. 

    JTJust so; as the people cross the Jordan, much is made of the ark, especially as in the river. There is no ark in the Red Sea. It is at the Jordan the ark is seen in the water, and it remains there, until the people all go over as following it, but after they go out of Jordan, there are twelve stones taken up out of the water, meaning that they had been there. Colossians contemplates that we have died. The twelve stones mean that the Israelites had been in Jordan and that they started a new history there. They came up out of the water, but after that there were certain experiences needed before they partook of the old corn of the land, that is, for us, in the antitypes, food proper to heaven, that in the counsels of God we are indigenous to it. 

    TEHWhen the Lord Jesus came up out of the Jordan He prayed. Is there a sense of dependence as you come out? 

    JTQuite so; you can see the example He sets, as coming up out of the water. He prayed, and while He was praying the Holy Spirit came upon Him. That is the principle, that power keeps you in the wilderness. 

    ARWould you say more about the idea of the saints as in heaven? We can understand in a little way the idea of resurrection which takes place on earth; whereas according to Ephesians we are raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies. 

    JTRomans regards us as in the wilderness. We are said to be dead to sin. Colossians says ye are dead like the dead man Lazarus. Ephesians teaches us that we belong to heaven  in this period of testimony the Holy Spirit takes us there: 

    And see! the Spirits power 
Has oped the heavnly door, 
Has brought us to that favoured hour 
When toil shall all be oer. (74:5)
 

  
    READING ON COLOSSIANS 2 (JT 61)

    Colossians 2

    JTNotice the references to combat. The apostle says, I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh. There are other references to combat in the epistle which may help us, especially Epaphras, of whom it is said Always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. This brother probably suggested the epistle to be written to the Colossians, as if they needed the instruction that the letter affords. Epaphras combated for them and the apostle did, too. 

    QuesWhy does he say that he would have them to know this? What is particularly in mind when he speaks not only of them but others in Laodicea? Would the others come down to our day? 

    JTIt is a comfort to know that such a one as Paul or even a lesser is thinking of us in this sense, especially as informed as to some local condition. 

    RemYou think in that connection that we are apt to forget that this combat is going on with those who have this desire to present every man perfect in Christ. 

    JTThat is so; and another thing that comes into that is the fact that we are dealing with an epistle intended for Gentiles, not such as Hebrews or other epistles where the Jews are involved  Jewish Christians. This is a suggestion of the position of Christ typified in Joseph. Joseph was a man of affairs who had much care, whereas Isaac was another type of Christ in relation to the assembly  Isaac was a man of leisure. So this epistle speaks of Christ among the Gentiles from which we could imply that the Lord has much on His hands, the pressure being great and the service being great  the need of serving the saints then this combat. It all involves the Lords extreme concern about us. It would be reflected in those who serve Him in the ministry, especially if any information has been given as to any local company, and how that is to be met. 

    RemThe great concern and exercise is this matter of standing perfect and complete in the will of God. 

    JTQuite so; in all the will of God. 

    RemHe addresses them as holy and faithful brethren in the first chapter. There was a good state there. 

    JTYes  a good meeting with certain dangers attaching to it. It is an advantage to the ministers to know what dangers may be current in any local company. 

    QuesIs it a good point that he says, Epaphras, who is one of you? 

    JTI suppose he must have informed Paul as to local conditions. Paul had never been there. They had not seen his face in the flesh, but Epaphras would inform the apostle. I suppose the fact that he is mentioned in this way, Even as ye learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-bondman, who is a faithful minister of Christ for you, who has also manifested to us your love in the Spirit, and then later Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, shows that he would be leading personally in the whole position. We can find in the local companies persons who are outstanding and carry things before God  they labour in prayer before God, and then if need be inform others who might be able to help and meet the difficulty. 

    RemCombating would go beyond prayer. 

    JTYes. It would be a question of Satans power having to be faced. Satan has hindered us, Paul says to the Thessalonians, and there are men like Epaphras who take the matter up for the Lord and His interests, like a Daniel  persons who can always be counted on. The Lord alludes to persons who are sown  sons of the kingdom. Here and there where the Lords interests are, persons are sown; persons whom the Lord can rely on. 

    RemHe puts them where He wants them by a certain process. 

    JTA certain process is the right word. It might be by a bit of information that reaches one. There are many ways the Lord has of teaching His servants so that they may be sown here and there. When He reaches Gethsemane in the hour of distress He disposed of those that were with Him to the best advantage. They did not act very well, but that was the idea. 

    RemI think you have often said that He divided them. There were the three, Peter, James and John, who would suggest in a certain way the assembly, and then the eight would signify the thought of what was eternal, do you think? 

    JTI believe that is right. 

    RemI have an idea that it seems to suggest eternity as reached by the ways of God. 

    JTWhat we are told here is clear, that this brother Epaphras is a person known to the Lord. He is a man who will not turn aside if any difficulty arises, he will face it as far as he can. He will be at home when anything is up in the way of conflict. This brother, although he was away at this moment, he was clearly in the position to meet the local situation at Colosse and Laodicea. Paul says he is a faithful minister of Christ for you. The word is, a man who would take up a position and meet it at whatever cost. He is a local man acquainting the brethren with the position in Colosse, perhaps in Laodicea, too, but he is a man that carries things and that is the great point in assembly service. The opening of assembly service in the plural is taken from Paul and Barnabas, Having chosen them elders in each assembly  men that heaven would reckon on to look after things. This brother is such a one as that, one that would care for this meeting, we will say. He will have in his heart that there are certain conditions in this meeting and would carry them before the Lord, and if needed he will be there if the enemy is attacking, and meet him. Paul tells us elsewhere how to meet the enemy and where he is. It is in heavenly places. Not in wilderness conditions, the position where Satan has power is heaven. He has power in the wilderness, too, but when it is the assembly, it is a heavenly matter which is to be met on heavenly lines. Epaphras is a minister to them. Who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you. Paul is writing to them, but Epaphras joins in in the letter. Always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. It seems to me that this is important to have before us at the present time. 

    RemHe would be a local brother given over to prayer in an intense way. Would that signify the kind of man he would be? Not necessarily trying to meet these things by his own words  he left that to an abler man. What marks the man is an intense form of prayer. 

    RemIt seems to be in secret. The apostle tells them that he was praying for them. 

    JTQuite so. Paul was in thorough accord with Epaphras, showing how the ministry stands at the present time. We have no apostles, but we have those who serve in faithfulness  there are many. They are acquainted with conditions. The many who move about over the whole earth where the brethren are, 

    are conversant with the situations. They have assembly ears and hear from others what happens. Their services are governed accordingly. 

    QuesYou were referring in prayer to the need for discernment. Is not Epaphras one who discerned what was needed and had the ability to acquaint others? 

    JTI refer to Abigail who is really a type of the assembly herself. She was the wife of Nabal who was a hard type of man. One of her young men, one of Nabals young men actually, was loyal to the truth concerning the matter that Abigail was concerned about, and he lays the matter before her. Meaning that if a brother sees there is something likely to damage the assembly he would lay it before someone who can act. Abigail acts immediately. She furnishes food for David and his men. She came down the hill at the same time as David did and met him on a plain where it could be talked about. In due course David says to her, after considerable mutual discourse, Blessed be thy discernment, and blessed be thou. I think that is quite apropos of what we have here in Colossians. It is the Gentile position which was under the range of Pauls ministry, but he had not had occasion to be there. It is, however, in his diocese, as it were. He is minister of the assembly for the Gentiles. Paul writes to Colosse, not Peter. So it is a question of the responsibility that may attach to any minister and how to meet any local conditions. Apparently Paul had in mind that his combat for them would be encouraging to them when they knew about it. I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; to the end that their hearts may be encouraged. 

    QuesI wonder if Pauls desires and prayers merged with those of Epaphras in that way. 

    JTI would think so. I think the movement began with the local man. 

    QuesIs it suggested that as the thing is carried in this way it will have this encouraging effect, and then the further thought of uniting them together in love? 

    JTQuite so. Unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God. He had great thoughts as to them. The whole idea of the mystery of God. 

    RemIn which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. 

    JTShowing how elevated is the position taken on by Paul. 

    QuesWould the ministry in this epistle be on the lines that we have in the first chapter, Christ in you the hope of glory? 

    JTThat is what it is exactly. Referring to the type of Joseph  it is Christ in Egypt. Joseph was in Egypt and was head over the administration of the food, which is a matter about which the Lord would appeal to us all now. It is a question of ministration of food, not actual food but spiritual food. So the Lord says, referring to one who looks after the saints in the sense providing food for them, that when the Lord comes He shall set him over all that He has. He is one who provides a measure of meat for the saints in due season. 

    RemIn regard to what you are saying as to Joseph, we have been wondering if you get Christ in the Solomonic position in this epistle. It speaks of Solomons table and the provision that he should make. 

    JTQuite so. I think Nehemiahs table is more suitable in speaking of Colosse. Solomon is more universal  more Ephesian, but Colossians is more limited, so that is Christ in you the hope of glory, meaning Christ in the sense of being in us by the Spirit. The apostle is concerned as to the terrible attack that had been made. I say this to the end that no one may delude you by persuasive speech. We have to watch  we are in the Greek world in this epistle. 

    QuesWhat is philosophy here? 

    JTIt is what the natural mind would evolve by the devils power to corrupt the saints. 

    RemIn your prayer you referred to the appearances of the Lord, how He appeared to those who had been toiling all night and told them to cast on the right side, and they did not discern it was the Lord. On another occasion He says, Children, have ye any meat? and provides it. 

    JTVery good. I am glad you brought that up. The thought is manifestation in John. John bears on the last days, and that chapter is an appendix. Chapter 20 is really the finish of the gospel in the main, but the Lord comes in in chapter 21 on the point of food. There were seven of them, I think, and Peter said . I go to fish. (John 21: 3) and they say We also go with thee. It was a diversion from the whole position, which has happened many times in the history of the assembly. The Lord does not upbraid them but calls them Children  very beautiful He says to them, Have ye any meat? They answered him, No. And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. Earlier He had asked Peter to cast the net out, and Peter did, and they had a great catch and the net brake, but not this time. It is a comfort that what we have now is the Colossian position, we have the power of resurrection to count on. It is through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. 

    QuesAre we all in peculiar danger of diversion? 

    JTWe are always in danger of that. This matter in John 21 comes into what we are saying because it is a question of food. We all know the world is short of food just now, but we are concerned about spiritual food and the world is short of that, too. The question is whether we have enough here. The matter of food bears on our position. We were speaking of a brother who ministers a portion of meat to the household. All the saints are part of Christs household. We are providing food for the saints. Our Bible readings have that character. The Lord says to the brethren, instead of reproving them for their unfaithfulness, Children, have ye any meat? It brings out the tenderness of His feelings for them. 

    RemThe word children there is a word of peculiar affection. 

    JTIt reminds us of Isaiah 9: the everlasting Father. It means He is having that position in the millennium  the Father of the age  the millennial day, He is to act as Father. Washington was the father of his country  Christ is the Father of the millennium. So here, He says Children. There was a fire of coals and fish laid thereon and bread. That was the Fathers doing  I mean Christ as the Father. The Lord says, Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find, and they did  great fishes. We may look for something like that in these last days. Peter came to the land and they found the coals and the fish and bread. Now the Lord says, What you have got, bring that, too. He would graciously connect with what we have got to add to the food. Any one of us might be adding to the food. That is what John 21 brings out, it was the third manifestation of Christ. 

    RemThey got food as a result of failure in that expedition. 

    JTThe Lord did not upbraid them. At times He passes over things in order to secure us. He secured them fast, for He finally adjusted Peter in that same chapter. 

    RemThere was no question of Peter being regulated by the will of God. If food is to be brought in for the saints it will be by those who are concerned about being in the will of God. 

    JTIt will be brought by those who are capable of being affected by the grace of God. Their wills were at work. I go to fish. (John 21: 3) That was not serious  a root matter. We have to discern as to whether matters are root or superficial. In this case their real state was superficial, therefore He immediately restores them and brings them into what He is doing  connects what they had done with what He is doing. They had food, too, and the Lord credits them with having it. It is very beautiful to see the Lord knows how deep the root is or whether it is a root at all. The Lord saw that His work was really not affected. What He did in His disciples was genuine, it was affected for a moment but the damage was not deep, and He could use them immediately. It is to show His grace. 

    QuesDo they respond to the title of Children in that way? Does it show that that which was effected in them was capable of being resuscitated? 

    JTThe Lord deals with us according to our state. In Mark 16 the whole thing seemed to be hopeless  the women were affrighted and saying nothing. The eleven apostles were in unbelief, but the Lord says to them immediately, Go into all the world, and preach the glad tidings to all the creation. It shows the depth of the work of God. The apparent damage done to them was superficial. 

    RemHe was capable of meeting the conditions. 

    JTExactly. John brings out the same point, that the Lord does not upbraid them about anything, although they were acting in self-will. He did not even upbraid Peter when he denied Him. The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. John says, It is the Lord. He would say that victoriously. We can rely on the Lord and go on. It would afford more confidence in one another, too. 

    QuesWhat do you think was in mind in the great fishes? 

    JTIt is what would happen in the last days. There is a suggestion that we may have many real men in the last days. 

    RemAs the result of His great ways He puts His flock in the hands of Peter. 

    JTFeed my sheep. 

    RemThey toiled all night and caught nothing. 

    JTThe Lord knew that, too. Yet it is hopeful, because that fire of coals and the fish and bread meant a dinner. It is a thing the Lord is providing for us in spite of our weakness. 

    RemHe had everything ready for them. My need  God has supplied everything to meet me. 

    JTBut we are to add to it. 

    QuesIs it never to be diminished to what was already there? 

    JTAbstractly the thing is never diminished. The dispensation is set up and goes right on to the end. 

    RemWe should add what is suitable to what is there. 

    JTYes. 

    RemThe casting over to the right side of the ship would be in view of adding to what He has provided. 

    JTIt would mean we are intelligent persons. That is the ground on which Paul writes to the Corinthians. It results in great increase accumulated and continually accumulating. 

    QuesBuried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. Could we have a word on that? 

    JTPerhaps we should proceed a little through the chapter first. As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in him. It is a question of what ye have received. Rooted and built up in him, and assured in the faith, even as ye have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. See that there be no one who shall lead you away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, meaning that Satans work is proceeding, ... according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. This is one of the greatest statements in the epistle  what is in Christ bodily. In chapter 1 we have what is in Him without using the word bodily. In verse 18 it says, And he is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things for in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. So we have to understand that verse and then understand this verse. All the fulness of the Godhead bodily  it is a question of the incarnation, what He is to us and what we are to Him. Ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority, in whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ. This is what has just been referred to, Buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. It is a faith position. We have faith in the power of the Spirit, and we are enabled to see that faith works in us, too. 

    QuesIs it true of us that we have died in Christ and are raised again? 

    JTBuried with him in baptism. It says, in which ye have been also raised with him. In Romans we are told that we are buried with Christ, but we are not told that we are raised with Christ in that epistle  we are here, however. It is a question of faith. The force of the word baptism with a person who is baptised in Romans is buried, he is to come out of the water, but he is buried, it is not said that he is raised because it does not agree with Romans. Here, however, the coming out of the water of the person who is baptised is continued as though he were risen. 

    QuesWhy is it not shall be raised? How does it affect the present? 

    JTOn the principle of faith. It is literally future but it is a scriptural way of speaking. 

    RemAbraham had faith in the power of God to raise Isaac, and we have the same kind of faith. 

    JTQuite so. Time is nothing to God  it is as good as done  we are raised. The apostle is using the thought of a person coming out of the water to represent a person in resurrection. It is faith in our souls that is the point. 

    RemI hold that by faith all the time here. 

    JTIt is the ground on which we have part in the service of God. We are intended to take the place of being raised with Christ for the service of God. 

    QuesIs it seeing where Christ is that maintains our faith? 

    JTQuite so. There is no water in Jordan. There is no water for us because we have the Spirit  it is power, it is God. We have Him. 

    QuesQuickened together with him. Will you open that up? 

    JTIt is a concrete fact. It may be linked on with what we were saying last night, Raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. That is the full thought of Ephesians, and the apostle can so record it because it is a question of the power of God. 

    RemThe apostle in the closing words of the preceding chapter speaks of the working of God in power and then amplifies and expands it. 

    JTQuite so. According to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies, above every principality, and authority, and power. The whole question is God, and what power He has. 

    RemWhat He effectuates is perfect and delightful to Him. 

    JTOn that ground we carry on the service of God, entitled to view ourselves as raised with Jesus Christ. Buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. We are raised through faith in the working of God. It is as good as if you were raised actually. 

    QuesWould this reference to resurrection in type link on with the Jordan and what we have in Romans, walk in newness of life, more the Red Sea? 

    JTThat is quite right. The Red Sea takes us into the wilderness, the Jordan takes us into the land which is heavenly. That is important. 

    QuesWould you give us another word on this momentous statement, For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily? In chapter 1: 19 all the fulness was pleased to dwell in Him, but here it is a present matter. What would you say is suggested by the thought of all the fulness of the Godhead? 

    JTIt is a reference to His deity  God Himself in manhood. He has not changed His deity, although His condition is changed. The word bodily refers to the condition, but the Person we are dealing with is divine, is God Himself. John says, We have handled and seen. The Person we are speaking of is absolute. What we are dealing with refers to God as related to ourselves. 

    RemThis is not a matter of what He was down here, it is what He is and where He is now. 

    JTFor in Him all the fulness was pleased to dwell. That would refer to man because of the idea of dwelling, but the word bodily is to bring out the fulness of the incarnation. All is based on God come in flesh. The word is Became flesh and dwelt among us. 

    RemThis word with him comes three times. Buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God, and then Quickened together with him. They are very choice words. 

    JTIn each baptism was the figure. 

    QuesThe emphasis is on Him  the greatness of Christ? 

    QuesIs it the consciousness we have by the Spirit of being with him? 

    JTThat is what comes out in the Colossians. It is a great fact  the greatest fact next to the resurrection and ascension of Christ, is that the Holy Spirit is down here, permanently in us. 

  
    SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR ASSEMBLY SERVICE (3) (JT 63)

    Colossians 2: 1 - 23

    JTThe idea of combat in this chapter affords opportunity to speak of what occasions it. Satan invaded the garden of Eden and then Israel, for he specially attacked Israel in Jerusalem, and now he attacks the assembly. A wide sphere of enquiry therefore enters into this reading, as to the occasion of conflict, or combat. The word really involves physical war, but the spiritual thought is in mind, although it is not enlarged on as in Ephesians. We are told there that our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities ... against spiritual power of wickedness in the heavenlies. There is the suggestion of what is called the expanse in creation, as it was after the chaotic condition had arisen. To make it practical, we have to consider why Satan should find occasion to invade the assembly, for it is said that the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it (see Matthew 16: 18), and that is a comforting thought. At the same time the idea of the expanse, which God called Heavens in the first of Genesis, reminds us that Satan personally has made the attack and has found some success. It thus becomes a question of where the attack is made and why. In a general way the Creator resented the interference, and that is shown in the negative wording of the account of the second day. There is nothing said about its being good, although the general fact remains, according to the last verse of Genesis 1, that what was done was very good. But there is a reserve. The chapter now before us opens up much to instruct us as to the attack which is being made, and which occasions combat. The allusion would be to an arena, and that there is a danger of damage, because this chapter says, I would have you know what combat I have for you. We may thus locate the position, for it was in view of the protection of the gentiles, but particularly, as the apostle goes on to say, as many as have not seen my face in flesh; to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. There is a suggestion of the need of hiding in view of a possible attack of an adversary, as the Lord Himself, in the gospel, says, An enemy hath done this, Matthew 13: 28. We have thus just to locate who the enemy is and where the attack is or has been made. Then it is a question of who is meeting it, or how it is to be met, because of the treasures in the mystery. It is to be kept in mind that the mystery involves that things are to be hidden and not displayed in any natural sort of way; indeed, the natural mind is not to be brought into it. Wherever the natural mind is active, we may be sure there will be an attack. 

    HWADo you think Hezekiah had some sense of that when he saw that the enemy was minded to get to Jerusalem; he saw that Jerusalem was the objective? 

    JTYes. Later, however, he neglected protection, comforting himself that there would be peace in his day, and he showed the princes of Babylon all his house, and that is just the point in question now. 

    AMWould the references to Laodicea in this epistle indicate the measure of success that the enemy had? 

    JTIf we compare our remarks with the Lords words in dealing with the different assemblies, we might say that Satan had an opportunity in Laodicea; but, of course, the great opportunity was in Thyatira. Therefore, it is a question of whether we should now introduce the Lords words in His addresses which come down the line historically to the Romish system. Our chapter hardly leads to that, nor do I think that Laodicea in itself would suggest it. The seven assemblies were in the Lords mind and He was in the midst of them according to Revelation. He was there, however, in altered garb and with His affections shut up. That is how He is presented in the assemblies, according to the first chapter of Revelation. So John says, I turned back to see the voice, which is a striking thing, because it is a question of hearing really, although he turned back to see. It was a question of what was to be seen, and so it says, I saw seven golden lamps, and in the midst of the seven lamps one like the Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle: his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters. That is to say the Lord is dealing in Revelation with a later period historically in the testimony and Laodicea is in mind with the other assemblies. There were seven and Laodicea is the last of them. It is not in mind as attacked, or in itself an object of attack, it has still the status of an assembly. We thus have to question where the attack began and that raises the whole question as to how Satan gets in and how he is to be viewed. The cause of the combat requires searching because it was primarily through Eve, the feminine side, and we might say, therefore, that the assembly herself, typically, occasioned the opportunity. 

    PLWould persuasive speech, verse 4, link on with Satans approach to Eve? 

    JTYes. No doubt the allusion is to the Greek ability to speak, because speech is characteristically a feature of Greek. It suggests that part of humanity which is skilled in the sense of speech or language, and this itself ought to be in our minds. We are apt to make much of anything we have of that kind, whereas it affords an opportunity for the devil. No doubt the Greek ability to speak was in the apostles mind when he says, That no one may delude you by persuasive speech. Pauls speech was said to be contemptible. It was something that the devil would attack reproachfully or derisively, and that is a thing to be avoided. If brethren are defective in their speech, or in their language, it is not a matter that should concern us very much. It is the delusive character, I think, of Greek oratory and its place in the history of humanity, that Paul speaks of as persuasive. 

    HFNWould you help us in regard to the distinctive features of the mystery as presented in Colossians? First that in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge and then the thought of the mystery as Christ in you the hope of glory. Would the truth of the mystery be the great bulwark and preservative against all these satanic attacks? 

    JTWell, that is going too far, I would think, because we are dealing here with the negative side, and that which occasions the attack. It is a question of speech and what the enemy has found in delusive speech. It is not simply what is hidden; indeed, I would think the hiding was necessitated by the attack. The mystery is a matter that God has had in reserve so as to hide things. For instance, parabolical ministry is to hide the truth from certain conditions, that is, from those who would make much of speech and language. 

    QuesIt is said of the apostles that they were unlettered men. Is that the character of person that the Lord Jesus would use? 

    JTWell, that is the reason why I referred to it. Our brother was bringing in the question of the mystery which, of course, is a prime matter here, but I would say the question of speech is the point of attack. Therefore, as has been alluded to, the apostles were not lettered men. They were not men characterised by learning, whereas the schools and colleges are all based on learning. 

    PHHIs that why presently, it says, lead you away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men? Does the speech tend to become teaching to lead man away? 

    JTWell, it tends to make teaching attractive. Hence people speak of oratory. They say, What oratory; What ability in speaking! Whereas, in truth, Paul is not characterised by that; he does not speak like that. If we are to take his opponents, they said that his speech was contemptible, but nevertheless, God used it for conversions. He used it to build up His people. 

    GCSThey brought in the orator to attack Paul as to the resurrection. 

    WHMoses, himself, was one who was skilled in words and deeds of the Egyptians, but he had to learn to speak in a different way, had he not? 

    JTQuite so. He said to Jehovah he could not speak. That is something we all have to come to in regard of divine things, for we must not build ourselves up on any ability in regard of speech. Not indeed that speech is not to be employed, because God is the author of speech and the power of speech, as He said to Moses, Who hath made mans mouth?. God made it. But then the question is whether that is meant in this reference to delusive speech. It is not simply a question of the faculty of speech in man, but the use of skilled oratory to build up the world. 

    WCIt is said to Thyatira as to Jezebel that, she who calls herself prophetess, and she teaches and leads astray my servants to commit fornication and eat of idol sacrifices. 

    JTWell, just so. That system makes much of it. They leave nothing undone that is needed to build it up, and if speech is needed, they will make much of speech. Hence, in their system, learning is a great matter with them. 

    QuesWhen Paul speaks of his own entrance to the Corinthians, does he give speech according to God? And I, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. Is that his own estimate of how he was among them? 

    JTQuite so. 

    RemHe also says in Corinthians, that five words with the understanding is better than many in an unknown tongue. 

    JTWell, of course, an unknown tongue is another thing to be avoided. There are those who pretend to that, whereas simplicity is the thought and the ability that God gives. 

    QuesDoes the serpent being more crafty than any other animal link on with the delusive speech? 

    JTI would think so. It would be what he employed, and the wording of what he said to the woman is given. 

    QuesDoes the first attack of the enemy in Acts 5 bear on this? It says of Ananias and Sapphira that they lied to the Holy Spirit. Would not that be the climax in a way of the persuasive speech? 

    JTWell, it is a question of whether lying is specially persuasive. Of course, it might be. Public speakers, however, in supporting some particular cause, use oratory, and skilful expressions; they say one thing, yet hide others by their words. They have to have recourse to this sort of thing, but such a course is to be refused among the Lords people. Simplicity is the thought; so that, although Paul was a simple person, he knew the truth. 

    QuesIs the origin of persuasive speech found in Satan in Eden? 

    JTThat is just what has been remarked and that the actual wording is given. It should be noticed that he is never called Satan at the outset. Although it is what is attributed to him later, and Satan is known later, he has not such a name at the outset. It is Satan as among the Greeks and I would say, particularly among the Jews. The ability of speaking so as to deceive is in mind and what the Greek language is capable of. It brings in mere learning in religious things. Mary called the Lord Rabboni, and it is said that it was Hebrew, 

    though possibly it is not pure Hebrew but the current dialect. That is to say, she would be simple. The simple vernacular, I think, is the thing. The simple way in which the truth is learned and to be ministered is the point, for we are not assuming to be anything. If we are dependent in our words, God will give us the mouth and wisdom that is needed so that we find means of expressing the thing that we have in our hearts. 

    ECMMoses says, I am not eloquent ... for I am slow of speech, but Jehovah says, I will be with thy mouth, and will teach thee what thou shalt say. 

    JTVery good. The expression with thy mouth is very beautiful. How God can be with us, the most ordinary of people. It is a question of those whom He takes up, and dependence on Himself in them. It is a question of what God can do for us, for He can do wonders through anyone on the ground of their being dependent. 

    RemIt shall be given to you in that hour, Matthew 10: 19. 

    JTJust so, in that hour. 

    RemAt the third temptation, the Lord calls him Satan. He does not call him Satan before. I was thinking of what you said as to the name that is given to him when he discloses himself. 

    JTJust so. He is called the tempter, which is a characteristic and right word. 

    Now there is much more in the chapter than this negative thought, although, of course, the question of speech that may be used in the ministry is important, because that is what concerns us. Then the passage says, For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; showing that he was at that disadvantage, as not having seen them in the flesh, to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. We have to consider now these treasures, how they are hidden, and how we are to hold them; because when we speak of the assembly we must be practical and regard ourselves as of it. It is a question of whether we are using any methods or ways in our preaching or teaching that the enemy could use; methods that would not hide the mysteries of God which are spoken of here. It says, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. That is to say, we are to be the custodians of the treasures, I mean the assembly is, because it is the assembly that is alluded to in the word mystery. 

    PHHWould the thought of stewardship come in here? Paul says, servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God, and then, it is sought in stewards, that a man be found faithful, 1 Corinthians 4: 1, 2. Would faithfulness there include the thought of knowing how to hide and not bring out a thing in a way to be attacked? 

    JTYes. It bears, of course, on those who form the assembly, because the assembly has no existence without us. It is a question of persons, and we, that is, Christians, are the persons. It therefore becomes especially a question of ourselves and those who minister, whether they minister in the gospel or minister the truth of the assembly, or the truth generally. It if a question of how we do it and whether we are in any danger of using delusive speech or anything that would make the truth popular. The Lord, in introducing the great thought of the assembly in Matthew 16, makes a special reference to what was said. Then he enjoined on his disciples that they should say to no man that he was the Christ. That is, He enjoined a hiding principle and it was for the disciples to pay attention to that. 

    JMWould what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 1: 12 bear on this matter of speaking? For our boasting is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and sincerity before God, (not in fleshly wisdom but in Gods grace,) we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly towards you. And then in the end of chapter 2, For we do not, as the many, make a trade of the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as of God, before God, we speak in Christ. 

    JTVery good. That was in ones mind indeed, because Paul enlarges there on this very point. Of course, it bears on all of us because, after all, he is the model for us under Christ. The Lord has taken him on to use him in that sense, as representative of Himself, as he says, Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ, 1 Corinthians 11: 1. 

    EEPWould you say that Paul came under the influence of this proper speech when Ananias addressed him as Saul, brother? 

    JTThe point is that he was a brother. 

    HFNWould Pauls culminating speech be in Ephesians 5, I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly? 

    JTWell, it was to bring authority in. What was in his mind was Christ and the assembly, because Adam and Eve had been alluded to, and they really spoke of Christ and the assembly. This shows how typical speech may be used, but the point is to make it clear that it is typical for the real thing is in what is spiritual. The antitype must be in spiritual language. 

    WCWould Delilahs persistency with Samson, vexing him so that he should tell her that in which his strength lay, remind us of the peril of the system and the feminine side of deception? 

    JTJust so, Satan using the feminine to deceive. 

    EuRWould you say a word as to the contrast between the full knowledge of the mystery in verse 2 and then in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge, in verse 3. We get full knowledge and knowledge. What is implied in full knowledge? 

    JTWell, the word involves completeness. So that we have, in Ephesians 4: 11, an allusion to ministry, 

    where it says, he has given some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints; with a view to the work of the ministry, with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ; until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at the full-grown man. The word full knowledge here in verse 2 of our chapter would, of course, have that in mind; unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God. The apostle was about to say that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge were hidden in it and it was important that not only should they have that knowledge but have it in a full way. That, of course, is a great point now with us, for we are to be accurate and have things in their fulness and completeness, as the Scripture teaches them. We are not to be bringing out things that are not in Scripture, for we can only meet any evil or error by the truth. 

    AHGYou have spoken of the Fathers activities, but here it is the mystery of God. What would be involved in that expression? 

    JTIt is called the mystery of Christ elsewhere. It is to bring out the full thought, I would think, particularly in view of what we have been saying as to the object of the attack, the means of it and where the thing happens. God, I believe, is the fullest thought to be applied. If we are dealing with the mystery it is a question of God, for we are led back to the beginning of things. The Colossians were in need of all these things, because they were exposed to vain deceit. That is to say, the allusion would doubtless first be to Greek philosophy, and then as we go on in the chapter, to religious features. These two became the means of the attack, so that it would be Greek philosophy and Judaism that the chapter aims at. 

    EJ. Through wisdom is a house built, and by understanding it is established; and by knowledge are the chambers filled with all precious and pleasant substance, Proverbs 24: 4. 

    JTThat is a very good reference as to how a house is built. 

    QuesWould you think that what Paul says, that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, is a necessary condition before these things are entered upon? 

    JTWell, I think so. You have in mind that love is the point? 

    QuesAnd being united together in it. I wondered whether we needed the brethren to enter upon these things? 

    JTJust so. I think the Lord is helping the brethren in these matters. I have been greatly struck by the way that sympathy for one another among the brethren is called forth in all parts of the earth. It is a notable evidence, I believe, of the work of God and I believe sympathy should, and normally does, precede active love. Sufferings and the like are in mind and they draw out the sympathies of the saints, and then love becomes in evidence, and the building up in love, for love always edifies. 

    PHHAre there certain limitations mentioned here in the word not? For instance, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ, (verse 8). And then later, not holding fast the head; (verse 19). Then in the next chapter, not on the things that are on the earth; (verse 2). Are our minds helped into positive things by the limitations of the word not? 

    JTQuite so. I have often thought of that as agreeing with the division of the land of Canaan, because Colossians is working up to the idea of the division of the land, though they were coming short of it. The word not would mean the shutting out of the world, so that our boundaries are limited to ourselves. It is a question of the brethren and their being united together in love. 

    PHHIn relation to that, would you say something about the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Christ? I do not know if I follow your thought, but I was wondering whether the positiveness and fulness of what is in Christ bodily and our holding the Head are the great preservatives against the attacks. 

    JTWell, going back to the idea of boundaries, and limitations, and companionships and associations, the idea of not (not on things below) is of great importance. Even in regard to the distance between a mans house or himself and the meeting which he should attend. These boundaries in themselves are not hallowed; it is only a question of what relates to the brethren, to ourselves, that things become hallowed, and so here you  your hearts; that is, yourselves being united together in love. Thus the sphere that belongs to us and in which we are to operate and to live is the circle of the brethren. Perhaps you will enlarge on what you had in mind as to headship, linking it on with what I have attempted to say as to ourselves, and our being united together in love. 

    PHHI was thinking of the word fulness; the fulness of the Godhead being mentioned as in Him bodily, and then ye are complete [or filled full] in him. Would that mean, that in regard to limitations which the refusing of persuasive speech, delusion and so on would impose we have full supply in Christ of what is needed and we need go outside of Him for nothing? 

    JTWell, I think what should precede that in our minds is this question of ourselves. We are together; that is, ourselves and then the Lord Himself having come into bodily form is in relation to us, to ourselves. In chapter 1, you have the fulness in verse 19: in him all the fulness was pleased to dwell without mentioning bodily. In chapter 2 persons are in mind, and Christ is spoken of in a personal way as in bodily form. It carries with it the idea of substantiality, I would say, what is substantial. We have in each one of us what is substantial or else there is nothing. If it is merely a question of what we know, that is not anything; it is a question of what we are personally, what each one is personally. The assembly is made up of persons, Christ being the Head of it. Other things, of course, have to be added to express the full truth, but it is a question of persons, not simply what we know, or even the associations we are in and that, but persons, and persons that are attractive to each other. There is thus a real unity, and I believe the personality of the Lord as in a bodily form enters into it; in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The word bodily implies substantiality. We cannot apply exactly the idea of substantiality to God, although there is substance, but we cannot go so far as to speak of a body; we can, however, in Christ, for He has become Man. In the first chapter the word bodily is not mentioned but that all the fulness was there. That is to say, the Deity or Godhead is there in itself, which we cannot compass. But when we come to chapter 2 the word bodily involves what Christ is to the saints. It means Christ, and it is a real Person here, and a Person who is a Centre and an Object. So I think all that must underlie what we have been speaking of and our being united together. It is a question of persons, how much we are to one another, and the idea excludes all else as to what is in this world, where Satan is operating. 

    PLSo that, after the allusions in the beginning of John 1 to the Deity we have in verse 14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth. We have no us or we introduced until that point. Is that the company? 

    JTJust so. We have contemplated his glory. It is the glory of the Person in Manhood. 

    QuesDoes it help to notice the difference between the tenses in chapters 1 and 2 of Colossians? In chapter 1, it is For in him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell. I suppose that involved the Lords humanity here, but the verse we are looking at now in chapter 2 says, For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; and ye are complete in him. Is one the reference to the past and the other a reference to the Lord as He is and bringing ourselves in? 

    JTJust so. The saints are brought in, for it is said, and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority, and so on. We have Christ thus in a substantial way before us and the brethren, not simply according to what we know. While we cannot perhaps name the thing as to which we are complete in Him, yet we can name the persons; we can name Christ. It is a substantial idea in relation to persons. Peter says, Look on us. That is persons, not simply what we know or what we may be in that sense, but the persons. So in this chapter the thought of circumcision comes in immediately and then the raising of Christ from the dead; that is to say, the working of God. He is raised from the dead by the power or working of God. It is a question of what is going on through persons being affected and used, or handled in a sense, in view of something being formed. That is what would shut out all this material for the enemy which occasions the combat, because it is a question of the increase of God, and that is in the assembly. We make increase in that sense, in the persons, and hence we have to consider who the persons are and what they are and how they behave. Is there anything to admire, because that is what this chapter has in mind? It shuts out all the material the enemy is working on in the whole world, because the whole world, John says, lies in the wicked one, 1 John 5: 19. It is what is going on currently in the world, and we are to keep clear of it entirely. This chapter is to that end, so philosophy in the Greek system and Judaism in the Jewish system is kept out. 

    HFNHave you not said that the bringing in of that thought of bodily and the introduction of the Lords headship was really to bring about in the saints a correspondence with Christ; first positionally, and then morally in the quickening? 

    JTWell, it is. The chapter is really to clear the ground for the assembly, where the increase of God is. The apostle had in his mind that they were growing together in unity, and all these things in verses 4 to 19 are subservient, to bring about the unity and to clear the ground for it. Hence you have the idea of nailing things to the cross. The death of Christ is brought in, in circumcision and then in the cross itself, but then we have the working of God and that is where faith enters into this chapter. 

    FCHIs the working of God a present thing and not confined to what is stated afterwards in regard to the resurrection? 

    JTIt is a question of the working. It is active power so that it is not simply something done, but being done. The chapter contemplates what is being done, what God is doing, His working, and so faith comes into it, as it says, through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. It is therefore a question of going into Canaan, I would say, and how in assembly formation and service there is something that enables us to keep ourselves so that we should be with God in Canaan, having entered in through circumcision and the power of God through the Jordan. The small portion of the earth called the land of Canaan is thus typical as a principle. It typifies our proximity in dwelling together spiritually, and nearness where love is, with an ascending character to it. That would lead us into Ephesians, of course, but Colossians is the crucial matter, because it is the working of God. It is not what is finished but what is being done, and the power that keeps us. It is the power that enables us to be in assembly so as to be for God in it. 

    QuesDoes the increase of God, involving substance, stand in contrast to being puffed up by his fleshly mind which involves inflation and recalls what the enemy says in Genesis 3, ye shall be as gods, and then there is the reference to a tree to be desired to make one wise? 

    JTYes. I believe the Lord is helping us at this very moment as to assembly formation and what interferes with it. How easily we may become the instruments of the interference; hence the strong language used; but that is a current matter. It is a current operation of God, which would apply to the assembly, not what will lead us into heaven literally, but assembly service. 

    LHIs that seen in Joshua when the ark remained in the bed of the Jordan while all the people passed over? Is that connected with the working of God? 

    JTQuite so. The ark was there so that they could pass over, and they did pass over; but then they had the circumcision there and the old corn of the land there. It is a question of appropriation, as to what is going on now, not when we are in heaven, but what we have now in assembly in view of the power of the Spirit. The working of God applies to the power of the Spirit in the saints. 

    PHHYou have referred to what is feminine; would Rahab, being in the land, be an example of what God is doing in providing for this in an abstract way in the midst of what is hostile? 

    JTQuite so. She is already there and she has the characteristics; she had the flax, and then the power in the cord. It is all a question of what God can use. It is His power but then it requires faith in us. Unless we bring in the element of faith then the working of God is not effective in us now. It is a question of what He will do in resurrection literally, but what He is doing now has all these features. If we take Rahab, she is in the land and she has flax. That is, there is a means of purity there and she has a means of letting the spies down and instructing them. She is in the thing for she knows what God has done. It was a question of what God had done and what they had done, but now it is a question of what she is doing or what anyone like her is doing. God is operating and I believe the point in this chapter is the working of God in order to bring in conditions for assembly service at the present time, leading us to heavenly places in a spiritual sense. 

    QuesSo that rejoicing and seeing your order is what is taking place now? 

    JTThat is right. That is what he observed in spirit. He was not there, but it shows what is current and that there is such a thing as knowing things without being there physically, for the spiritual thing is here. 

    LESIs not the footnote you quoted really the important matter, because it is a link with the last verse of chapter 1? The footnote to the word working in verse 12 says active internal power and then in the last verse of chapter 1 we have according to his working, which works in me in power. 

    JTVery good. Chapter 1: 24 - 29, is what Paul was doing, but chapter 2 is what God is doing and that is what we have to keep in our minds if we are to have actual assembly service. That is to say, the spiritual matter; because the only power for it is the working of God and that involves the Spirit of God down here in the saints. 

    EuRWould the word to Philadelphia: thou hast a little power be the working of it now? 

    JTI think so. I think the Lord is accrediting the saints in our times with that very thing. There is a little power and that little power must come into the assembly. It is not simply what is in our houses, it is what is in the assembly when we are sitting down together, how we can move on from the Lords supper into heavenly places. It is a question of the power of God that is at work, but that must be in the Spirit. 

    WCWould the womans experience in Mark 5 bear on it? She touched the hem of the Lords garment and it says she knew what had taken place in her. She has the experience of that coming into the soul. 

    JTJust so. Then when the Lord Himself came into the house of Jairus, it was a question of what He would do. They had the flute-players there, but such was the condition that they derided Him, and that may be the condition at any time in our localities. The Lord put them all out, and that makes way for what we are talking about, that is to say, the working of God. So He says, Damsel, I say to thee, Arise. The idea of persons coming into life is what we want and how God does that in view of their having part in the assembly. Therefore it says, he desired that something should be given her to eat. That was a matter for the parents to do. 

    QuesWould you just say a word on the expression, in whom also ye have been circumcised (verse 11)? It seems a very strong expression and seems to link up with the presentation of Christ as the One in whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily. 

    JTIt says, In whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ; buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised. The word whom is stronger than the word which and is in relation to circumcision, that is the actual death of Christ. It is a question of how far we come into that, but then baptism is linked on with it, and in which is used there. Baptism is a figure, but it is a figure not only of death but of resurrection. This chapter brings in the added thought that baptism carries with it the idea of resurrection. It does not carry it in Romans. There it is simply that we are dead with Christ, but here there is a figure of resurrection in baptism. We can therefore apply the idea to our children being baptised. If the power of God is there, they really have a place in resurrection in the sense in which the assembly is available to them. This chapter goes the whole length of the truth, in order to make assembly service possible. We can take the ground of being risen with Christ, as it says, Wherein also ye are risen; but then in Ephesians it is said that He has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies, and we can go that far too. It is a question of the power we have, if we can speak intelligently as to the power we have, for assembly service; that we go beyond the Lords supper and as having power, we can go into heavenly places. The power is the Spirit, so it is not a question of God as such, but of what is down here in the Spirit. 

    QuesDoes the idea of faith here suggest a certain objective line of things? Although the working of God is, in itself, subjective, would through the faith of it involve our being maintained in the light that has reached us of Gods thoughts? 

    JTWell, just to guard the idea of the thing being all literal, it is a question of faith, for it is a faith system we are in. We shall not be in a faith system when we are in heaven, but now it is a question of how much we have. It is through faith of the working of God; and therefore it becomes a question of measure. 

    HFNIn regard to this thought of the working of God in relation to the resurrection sphere and in relation to the assembly service, what place does the ascension have? 

    JTThat would be Ephesians, of course, and it is a question of how far we can go. In Ephesians there is quickening, which is making alive. Then we have to go to Ephesians for the formal thought of resurrection and ascension, and there we are said to have been raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies; that would be an anticipative thought, and in assembly service we can anticipate things. 

    QuesIn the actual working out of assembly service, do we come together on the resurrection platform and are we led on to the plane of ascension? 

    JTI do not think there is a resurrection platform for the assembly. If there is a platform it would be an anticipative platform. We are entitled to anticipate things, and the Spirit of God supports us in our minds and affections to that end. Ephesians is an anticipative position; the platform is anticipative, that we are raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ. So that I do not care about the idea of a resurrection platform. I know how much it is used, but I think we do well to keep to the full thought, if we are going to deal with faith and what belongs to faith, which is the present time. We are entitled to go to the full thought but it is a question of the power we have for it. Then that power should not only affect our minds but our affections, so that it extends to one another, it extends to the saints who are present. 

    PLIn John 12, the distinguished persons there are each the fruit of divine and resurrection power and seen in relation to one another. 

    JTLazarus was in mind. It says they came to see Lazarus also, which is just what I am trying to show. It is a question of real persons and substantiality and what we think of them, what they are to us in assembly. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to verse 6, As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord. What do these titles involve in our affections? 

    JTThe thought is, As therefore ye have received the Christ, and then the other words are additional or just to support this point. They received Christ, and He is Jesus the Lord. Then they are to walk in him, rooted and built up in him, and assured in the faith, even as ye have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. The point is faith here. Of course, faith is light too, and we have instruction, but as I said before, it is a question of substantiality. The brethren will pardon me for repeating that word, but we are dealing with persons. The Lord Jesus is brought in here as a Person in a substantial sense as we have been saying; 

    this is involved in the word bodily. Christianity is thus a real thing, in which Christ is known to be everything, and in all. We have real Christianity, but it is in the faith sphere. On the principle of faith everything is ours. 

    AAlDo we get that reference to substantiality in John 1, the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ? 

    JTI would say that. 

  
    SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR ASSEMBLY SERVICE (4) (JT 63)

    Colossians 2: 9 - 23; Colossians 3: 1 - 4; Joshua 5: 2 - 9

    JTIt is thought that the types in Joshua will help us in the understanding of these sections of Colossians and so the verses read have been suggested. There it is a question of Israel, not having exactly entered the land, but in the act of entering it and it thus links with what has been stressed this morning as to what God is doing. It is not what He has done or will do, but what He is doing now and hence the application of this passage to us as we are here on the earth. That is why we dwelt upon it at such length, and yet we hardly finished what should be said about it, especially the position of Christ in chapter 2 as compared with the passage in chapter 1. They correspond in measure as to the word fulness. We have here in verse 9, in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The word bodily is added in order to bring out the idea of persons. It is not only what we may know, or be, in Gods mind or in the minds of each other, but what we are in person, each one in his person. The assembly is composed of persons, and Christ is said to be Head of it. In chapter 1 of this book, it is formally stated that he is the head of the body, the assembly. The word body carries with it the idea of persons, but in a substantial sense and in the aggregate. Among many other distinctions, Christ has the place of headship to the body; the word assembly being added. Then this passage alludes formally to the Person of Christ in a bodily sense. The question of our bodies must therefore come up if we are rightly to understand the passage and this must include our connections, relations or associations and what we are in appearance as well as what we are in our minds. Circumcision is introduced in Joshua, after they had crossed the Jordan. The enormous number of those who died in the wilderness, 

    possibly six hundred thousand, actual death being administered to them so that their carcases fell in the wilderness, would point to the force of circumcision. As to those who go into Canaan, their bodies are affected by circumcision and not literal death. Circumcision is not in the head, it is a question of their bodies in a general sense and it obviously points to the number that were slain. Thus death, in a moral sense, takes the place of literal death which the great number in Israel endured. Circumcision therefore for us now is not a rite or ceremony or something to be administered, such as baptism; it is the death of Christ that is in mind. It is real death, and that we come into it in a moral sense, and hence have passed out of the world. So the word later is, for ye have died. 

    PHHReferring to the word bodily, do you mean that the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christs own personal body as Man? 

    JTYes. 

    PHHWould you say just a little more about the term substantiality in that connection. 

    JTWell, He is a real Man. Here, I think, it is to stress the reality of His manhood, as over against certain current ideas and that as he is, so are we, 1 John 4: 17. He is a real Man with the faculties and feelings of a man, but withal in that outwardly small compass; not inwardly small, because there is no measure of the inward side; but, in that outwardly small compass, the fulness of the Godhead dwelt. 

    ANWIs that why John begins his epistle with the word That rather than He as at the beginning of his gospel? 

    JTWell, I think that is just the point. John brings that out; he begins with the neuter: That ... which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes. It is the reality of His manhood. He was a real Person, a real Man. It would be very much to John himself, because John lay in His bosom. 

    PHHIs it clear that in some connections the word fulness refers to the complete expression of a thing? Here would you take it to mean more, that it is all that is inward and completely immeasurable? 

    JTJust so. Instead of the word expression, it is, as you say, all that is there. So the first chapter of Hebrews, as we had it this morning, reads: by whom also he made the worlds. That is to say, it is from eternity, and then who being the effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance. The word substance, according to the note, is essential being, not person, and the note adds, It is of God, not of the Father. That is to say, it is the expression of the substance of God, what He is substantially. Substantiality is the word we have been using, and Christ, as the passage says, is the expression of His substance. It is not exactly representation, but expression, the expression of His substance, which is beyond the creatures power to compass, or ever to name, what God is essentially, in His own being. 

    QuesIn the expression of his substance, does the word expression mean that it is something for us to take in? 

    JTWell, it is a question of who we are and who are the persons in mind, because it would be angels too, the whole realm of intelligence, I would say. Yet it cannot be said that the thing is properly understood, because it is infinite and inscrutable. 

    WHWould the expression, seen of angels come in in that connection? 

    JTQuite so. It says, seen of angels ... believed on in the world, received up into glory, 1 Timothy 3: 16. 

    AAlThe word announcing His birth is that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God, Luke 1: 35. Would that involve what is substantial? 

    JTYes, it would. The word thing there is to be noted; that holy thing which shall be born of thee. The Spirit of God has that way of dealing with matters at times. He does not go so far as we might think. His way is just to avoid certain things as needed. Later the Lord was circumcised and His name is given. He was called Jesus, but that holy thing is to bring out what was there in a substantial sense. 

    QuesDo you see any connection between verse 9 of our chapter and John 17: 5, and now glorify me, thou Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was? 

    JTYes, there is, only that in the latter case the Lord was in the form of God; what we are dealing with here is in the form of man. John 17: 5 is what He was in Deity, before incarnation, but here we are dealing purposely with the incarnation, so that it might be understood that there is a real Person and that the fulness of the Godhead is in Him, for in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The word dwells too is to be noted. It is not simply that it is in Him, but it dwells there, the Godhead dwells there. 

    LESWhat would be the difference between expression of his substance in Hebrews 1 and God is a Spirit in John 4? 

    JTWell, we cannot go beyond that. God is a Spirit. God is that, and He has to be worshipped in that sense. It is to bring out the need in ourselves of the knowledge of God and of who He is and what He is and that we know therefore how to worship. It is who we worship. We worship God, but then we worship the Father, and we worship the Son. The point there is that God is a Spirit, and that thought should enter into our worship so that our worship must be spiritual. 

    QuesI would like to ask why the word bodily is used in chapter 2 when it has reference to the present place of the Lord Jesus, in contrast with the place that He had here as Man. 

    JTWell, it could come in there also, for it was true when He was here. It was true from the time of the incarnation as to fact. 

    QuesIs it not the fact here, that the truth is brought forward in its bearing on ourselves, for it goes on to say, ye are complete in him. Does not Mr. Darbys note to verse 10 connect the two? 

    JTYes. The link is strong as to substantiality and personality of which we have been speaking, and bears on the assembly, because later in the chapter it says, the body is of Christ (verse 17), and then not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God. The body is thus in mind in all this and what God effects in it; hence the importance of what has been said about substantiality. The assembly is formed of persons of which Christ could be Head, or is Head. That is, there is in that sense a correspondence between the Head and the body, but all in the sense of substantiality as over against chapter 1 where the word bodily is not found. 

    WHWould the thought of bodily stress the substantiality that the saints have now in Christ where He is? 

    JTWell, just so. The very existence of the body depends on Christ where He is, dead and risen and glorified. The assembly is out of Him, Genesis 2: 23. It says, the body is of Christ. It is a substantial thought, it is composed of persons such as ourselves. That raises the question as to how we regard each other and what we are as in that position. It is the position or sphere in which the divine operations are being carried on, and hence the thoughts of circumcision and baptism that follow and the faith of the operation of God or the working of God. That is to say, He is operating on the principle of faith. It is not what we shall be by-and-by, but what we are now, as we are now in faith. God is operating in us on the principle of faith, because we are in a faith period. We are not in a risen condition, in an eternal period or in eternal conditions, we are in the faith condition, and God is pleased to operate in the faith period. It is in view of bringing about a condition in which we can abstract ourselves from what we are morally in this world, to be abstractly what we are in Christ, and that is the basis on which assembly service is to be carried on. Hence the position of the ark in Jordan and all that follows as seen in Joshua 5 and other parts of Joshua help greatly in the elucidating of the truth in this epistle of Colossians. 

    AJEWould the idea of substantiality be seen in Acts 5, the shadow of Peter falling upon the sick? 

    JTJust so. You could hardly have a shadow without a substance. That shows the value of the saints, which we have already touched on. Peter in the beginning of Acts, with John, says to the lame man who was to be healed, Look on us, that is on John and Peter. There was something there in those two persons, and that is really what is in mind in all that is being said as to substantiality in persons. We are to learn to look on each other and regard each other accordingly, because there is little or no value in dealing with the body, save in the sense that we are the persons themselves, at least we are of them. We are real persons in whom God is working, so that we are objects of affection to one another. That is what is in mind, and that is what this passage has in mind too; it is to bring out the reality of Christianity. 

    WSSThat is the great mystery of it, I presume, Christ in you the hope of glory. He is here substantially in persons today? 

    JTQuite so. According to the last verse of chapter 1 God was working in Paul but now He is working in us and it is on the principle of faith: through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. 

    ECMWould you say a word on the expression united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God, as connected with being united together in love. 

    JTWell, it all bears on the same thing. The joints and bands are not in the head, they are in a general way in the body. Although it is enlarged on a little more in Ephesians than it is here, it brings out the full idea of a body, of the human body, and that Christ has a body, only that He is divine, He is God in it. 

    GHMWhile you are speaking of this matter of bodily, would you say a word as to its application to the Spirit in Luke? 

    JTThe word bodily there cannot be said to be in the sense in which it is spoken of Christ. The Holy Spirit has not a human body; it is just that the form was there. He took that form, so that it could be attested by John; as it is said in John 1: 32, that John beheld the Spirit descending. It was a question of testimony and hence what could be seen. So in the beginning of the epistle; That which ... we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, and so forth, is to bring out the reality of the humanity of Christ. 

    We are endeavouring to get at the abstract position, the essential position that the chapter contemplates. There is what is in Christ, in His body, in a bodily sense, and how we correspond with it. Then we have the working of God; first, that we are circumcised in His circumcision, and then that we are baptised, not in His baptism, but baptised just in the ordinary sense, and that baptism in this chapter, as we have remarked, carries with it the idea of resurrection. It is not resurrection as a full basis of things but simply that they are viewed as risen. Wherein also ye are risen, as it says, through the faith of the operation of God. Then, if we are that, if we are risen by the faith of the operation of God, well then we can proceed to what is found in Ephesians, where it is not only that we are risen, but quickened and raised and seated in the heavenlies. Ephesians goes all the way and is anticipative, whereas Colossians is not anticipative. It contemplates us as we are, what is current at the present moment. That is to say, instead of being in the land, we are entering it, and Joshua 5 shows what happens in the entering. There was need for circumcision, and we are told that they made stone knives or swords of rocks. The idea of the sword is used, which means there is a real cutting off, and not only a cutting off but a rolling away of the reproach of Egypt. The word rolling is to convey the thought of the total rolling away of the reproach of Egypt. Before there could be the eating of the old corn of the land, that has to take place, and it takes place in the entering, at the time of entering into Canaan. 

    SBIn regard to what happened when Elijah was taken up, Elisha asks for a double portion of his spirit and Elijahs answer is: If thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be so. And Elisha sees Elijah taken up and when he comes back the sons of the prophets say: The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha. 

    JTI am glad you have brought up that, because it is just a question of what we are saying. It is what is current, what God is doing. The great thought is the operation of God and all these things enter into it, having in view that the service of God should exist and go on. 

    QuesWould the practical effect of the apprehension of this amongst the saints be that we learn to dispense with all that is not of Christ? 

    JTWell, just so. It is really a question of displacement and hiding and so you have here a striking word in verse 14, having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which stood out against us, which was contrary to us, He has taken it also out of the way. I am referring to out of the way and effacement. God has operated to take things that would hinder us out of the way and to take them out of the way judicially. We can thus see that they are dealt with and dealt with for ever so that they should not hinder us. Then there are many things besides that are hindering us that are not mentioned here, that God would have us remove and take out of the way. Such things as associations that are not proper to Christians and many other things like that; so that instead of God as it were taking them out of the way judicially, we take them out of the way too, in a practical sense, so that they should not hinder us. 

    LESSo that Pauls word in Philippians 3, agrees with this, See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. For we are the circumcision. 

    JTQuite so. See to it and have it attended to; that is the thing. 

    HPWIs it displacement by death? 

    JTThe circumcision of Christ is the death of Christ. Although we have literal baptism, we have no literal circumcision, but we do have spiritual circumcision, and that is what the apostle means. It is the application of death, hence he says: for ye have died. The first verse of chapter 3 is really hypothetical; it says, If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God: have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth; for ye have died. He is dealing with that and he alludes to the circumcision of Christ. 

    QuesWould the importance of what you are saying be stressed in Joshua 5 when Jehovah says circumcise again ... the second time? 

    JTJust so. I think it points to what was so very real with the Israelites for six hundred thousand of them died in the wilderness. The word carcases is used as to them, and then the word bones in the warnings against defilement shows that the reality of death was there. 

    Hence the second circumcision is to stress that, for the young people that were born had not been circumcised and they should be. It was to stress in their minds that their forefathers had died because of self-will that is the idea of it. Death is a real matter and it can be brought to bear on young people now and upon all of us that death will come if we persist in ministering to the flesh. Now circumcision forestalls that, and we are able to enter on the service of God because we are raised through the operation of God, on the principle of faith. 

    WHWould circumcision, in that way, have particularly in view what is spiritual as suggested in the inheritance? 

    JTQuite so. They were already entering on it really. They had actually laid their feet on it, but still they are not regarded as having gone up definitely, because Jericho is still in the way. They had to go through the thing in themselves; that is to say, the actual figure of death, accepted in the true sense of it. 

    PHHWhat place would the stones have in connection with what you are saying? There were the stones in the Jordan and then stones placed on the other side. 

    JTI think the stones in the Jordan are just a type of where we were; where Israel was and where we were in death. The setting up of these stones was done by Joshua himself, as it says in the ninth verse of the fourth chapter, And twelve stones did Joshua set up in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests who bore the ark of the covenant had stood firm; and they are there to this day. That is to say, they are there as a testimony. Jordan has returned to overflow its banks, and the whole force of death is there but, nevertheless, they are there. Then what precedes that is, And it came to pass when the whole nation had completely gone over the Jordan, that Jehovah spoke to Joshua, saying, Take you twelve men out of the people, one man out of every tribe, and command them, saying, 

    Take up hence out of the midst of the Jordan, from the place where the priests feet stood firm, twelve stones, and carry them over with you, and lay them down in the lodging-place where ye shall lodge this night. And Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had appointed of the children of Israel, a man out of every tribe; and Joshua said to them, Pass before the ark of Jehovah your God into the midst of the Jordan, and lift up each of you a stone and put it upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, that this may be a sign in your midst. When your children ask hereafter, saying, What mean ye by these stones? then ye shall say to them, That the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah; when it went through the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. And these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever, Joshua 4: 1 - 7. That means, as applied to ourselves, that we are risen with Christ. We are entitled to regard it so, but that is not the whole position, for according to Ephesians we are raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies, but Colossians does not go that far. What we are saying therefore as to Joshua greatly helps us as to Colossians for the bearing of resurrection in Colossians has the heavenly position in view. We have to realise the power of resurrection, which is the working of God; that is, the energy of God; His active power. Paul says, ye have been raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. That is to stress the power of resurrection entering into the service of God, and that it is realisable by us, when we are actually in the service, because we have the Spirit. Without the Spirit it could not be realisable, it could only be a theory or a doctrine. The Spirit makes it a real fact, so that we are affected thus and really in the enjoyment of association with Christ. 

    PLSo that spiritual alacrity marks Abraham after circumcision, for he runs and then he ministers to divine tastes at the tent door. Would that suggest the service of God? 

    JTQuite so. It was a real scene of activity and Abraham was a servant in active service. Sarah is brought into it, although she did not just fulfil her part in it, yet she is brought into it and the young men are brought into it as well, and so forth. 

    GWBWould you say a word as to the distinction between baptism and circumcision. 

    JTWell, circumcision is just a real figure of the death of Christ. It is never applied to the Christian, nor is it brought into Christianity as baptism is. It is just a figure of the death of Christ, and that we are circumcised in it, in Him. Baptism is also a figure of the death of Christ, but it is a figure of the resurrection of Christ as well, as it says here, Wherein also ye are risen. All that bears on the service of God as showing what we may be as sitting down together in the assembly. 

    QuesWhen he speaks of being quickened in verse 13, he says quickened together. Is that the point where we touch true collective ground, in the consciousness of this relation? 

    JTVery good. I think it is, because we are greatly tested as to what we think of each other. One would always challenge oneself in sitting down with the brethren as to what one thinks about them, because it is a question of what we are, and the Lord comes to us according to what we are. We expect Him to come, but He has in mind what we are, we are persons that are attractive to Him. 

    QuesWould you judge that there were those conditions in the assembly at Antioch according to Acts 13? 

    JTWell, I think that is right, because they are called Christians. It is a term that signifies what they are, that is to say, they are of Christ. It just indicates that the saints at Antioch were fully in these matters; they were fully in the truth of Christianity. 

    FCHWhat would be the relation of the younger generation in regard of circumcision? No uncircumcised person was to eat of the passover and yet it says that all the people that were born in the wilderness on the way, after they came out of Egypt, them had they not circumcised. Does that bear on what you are saying as to the young people? 

    JTWell, quite so. It is really what we are aiming at in the main, because most of the dear brethren that are in mind here are young and perhaps not fully initiated in the truth of Christianity. One knows no passage more important than the epistle to Colossians as to the reality of Christianity, and how we are to get into it. We are told in these scriptures how we are to get into it, and the types, particularly that in Joshua, help us greatly. 

    QuesWhat is the thought of spoiling principalities and powers? 

    JTIt would mean that they would be hostile principalities and powers; that is what Satan has built up. It is more fully entered on in Ephesians, but here they are spoiled. 

    AHGWhy does it say that they are made a show of publicly? 

    JTWell, I suppose to bring out that the power of God is operative against the world. Presently, as the book of Revelation shows us, there will be a great conflict between Michael and the devil. There will be an actual conflict. No such thing as a conflict in heaven has ever been seen before, and the devil will be cast out of heaven for ever. He is not cast out yet, and that is a very solemn thing and that is why we have so much conflict, so much combat. It is spoken of so much here and we have to struggle in this matter because of many things in our circumstances and our houses, and the like, that cause combat, the devil taking advantage of circumstances in which we are. 

    AHGYou spoke earlier of making way for the assembly. Is what is here linked with that thought? 

    JTWell, it is. Taken it also out of the way, is the very word that conveys it to us. Something is in the way and it may be in any one of us. In what is alluded to here, it is said that God has taken it out of the way, because it is God here: Having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which stood out against us, that is ordinances stood out against us, they were contrary to us, He has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. That is all judicial; it is the death of Christ, but then there are other things that are not mentioned here that are very practical and it raises the question as to what we may do in removing them. One could mention many things but the general thought is that there are things which we can deal with ourselves; things that hinder us and if we do not deal with them they will continue to hinder us. 

    JGWould the graveclothes of Lazarus come in in that connection? 

    JTJust so. The Lord told them to loose him and let him go. The Lord said in effect that he would not be able to go unless they loosed him. They had to do that, for Lazarus himself could not have done it, but there are things that we can do ourselves, and that is just what is in mind, let us do them. 

    EEPIn Exodus 33: 11 it says Joshua ... a young man, departed not from within the tent. Would that show definitely how to become a skilled man in order to enter with vigour and strength, on Colossian ground? 

    JTMany, who perhaps do not know it, are held by things that could easily be taken out of the way. It is not that we should wait on God to do it judicially, because things are not dealt with in that sense. Such things as evil associations that we link on with, business associations and companionship and especially mixed marriages; all of these things are to be dealt with by the persons involved, or we will be hampered by them. 

    QuesWould the word that the apostle writes to the saints at Corinth enter into what you are bringing before us? Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body, 1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20. 

    JTQuite so. How many things there are that we can deal with ourselves! The Colossian epistle is to help us to deal with ourselves where there are hindrances. God has done certain things for us; He has taken things out of the way, and gone so far as nailing them to the cross. We might therefore do very well, too, to nail them to something, so that they should never be taken up again. 

    QuesDoes it help in verse 14 to see that the collective position is the real point of the attack in the associations to which you have referred? Whilst the individual has to take them up this way, it is against us that they stand out and contrary to us. 

    JTQuite so. As regards sins and as regards quickening in verse 13 it is said, And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences; having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which stood out against us, which was contrary to us he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; having spoiled principalities and authorities he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it. All that would allude to what God has done and what God alone could do. But then we are speaking of what we can do, too. God has taken things out of the way judicially, but there are things that we may allow and not take them out of the way and, of course, we never get on in the truth accordingly. 

    GCSDoes Paul enumerate some of them in Philippians 3, when he speaks of counting all things but dung that he might win Christ? That follows on what he had said about circumcision. 

    JTYes, quite so. He had a purpose in what he was doing and that was that he might have Christ for gain. That scripture is very important in regard of what we are saying, Paul had such a purpose in what he was doing. 

    WHSo he says here, Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize. It comes home to us in that way. 

    AJMHave you any thought about Zipporah in regard of Moses? The Lord sought to slay him and she said, A bloody husband indeed art thou to me! ... because of the circumcision, Exodus 4: 25, 26. 

    JTThat is a remarkable passage indeed, because he neglected the circumcision for his son, and Jehovah thought to slay him, showing how serious it was. So here, Let none therefore judge you in meat or in drink, or in matter of feast, or new moon, or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, whatever it may be, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen. That shows that we may get into these things religiously, such as Romanism would instruct us in. Even heathen eastern religion might creep in and hinder us, and there are many other such things in the surrounding religions, such as the Established Church, where customs are practised that would hinder us unless we judge them and cease doing them. So it goes on to say, speaking of the false worshipping of angels, that such a person was entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, showing what all this means, the mind of mans flesh working in the things of God. Then we have and not holding fast the head, that is to say, Christ the Head of the assembly, for Christ is Head of the body, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God. All these instructions are very clear and are very obvious, and, 

    if in any way we are ignoring them, we will be hindered in entering into the truth of the assembly and the service of God. 

    AHGWould you say a word on the expression: but the body is of Christ. 

    JTIt is just the thought that, as Eve was taken out of Adam, so the assembly is taken out of Christ. That is really what is meant, the body is of Christ. 

    ANWDoes it emphasise the matter of substance again in contrast to shadow? In verse 17 it says certain things are a shadow but then it says the body is of Christ. I wondered whether that involved the substance again. 

    JTThese customs and religions around us are nothing at all; they have no force at all religiously, I mean to say in the spiritual sense. But then when the word comes in the body is of Christ we have a substantial thing, for it is referring to the persons who form the body and that they are taken out of Christ. It is not simply so many persons born, but persons in whom God has wrought, persons whom He has quickened and made to live together. 

    JMWould the reference to the handwriting in ordinances being effaced indicate that they are no longer necessary because the body is of Christ? 

    JTQuite so. The body is of Christ means it is a substantial thought. It is referring to ourselves, to Christians, the only circle of persons who are really of any account to God, to heaven. All else is simply in the way. Of course, there are natural connections, associations or links which we have to recognise, but they do not continue; the assembly does continue, for it is an abiding thing. 

    PLIt is a deathless company, is it not? 

    JTQuite so. Deathless is a good word for it. 

    WSSIt increases with the increase of God. 

    PHHWould there be a warning in connection with all this in Achan hiding the wedge of gold and the Babylonish garment in his tent? That is, while positionally risen with Christ, yet we may be going on with the elements of the world? 

    JTYes. He stole them and hid them, and, of course, suffered accordingly. 

    PHHIt is said of him that he dissembled. 

    JTQuite so. They represented the world. On the other hand, there were certain things in Jericho, such as metals, that, in themselves, represented what was of God and that is another matter. 

    QuesDoes Gideon represent the idea of dealing with things that are not right, in that he deals with them first in his fathers house? He destroyed things that were inconsistent with the thoughts of God for His people. 

    JTOn the other hand, when he would use the gold of the persons he had overcome to make an idol, there was failure. How easily we can drop into what is wrong after being so characterised by what is right! 

    EuRDo the twelve stones taken out of the Jordan and reared up on the land side link on at all with the thought of Christs brethren; a company of His own order, a heavenly company? 

    JTQuite so. They link on with ourselves in that they are types of ourselves. They are types of the assembly, that we are risen with Christ. 

    EuRDoes not that help us to enter into the thought of being His body and responding to Him? 

    JTQuite so. That we are risen with Christ helps us in participating in the service of God. That is in Colossians and resurrection is only on the way, as we have already remarked, for Colossians is entering. They have not yet fully entered, and so it is that the full truth of the service of God requires Ephesians as well as Colossians. We are thus able to go the whole way, and it is a question therefore of the power of the Spirit operating in our hearts and minds. We are able to sit down together in assembly and lay hold of the fact that we are risen with Christ and not only so, but that we are raised up and seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, because we have to go the whole way. God would have us to go the whole way; and unless we reach heaven, sitting in heavenly places, we do not go the whole way. In order to go the whole way we have to go through this chapter and that is why one is stressing it so much. God has done His part in removing things that would stand in our way; but then do we remove the things that we know are standing in our way? 

    You have in the next paragraph, verse 20 of chapter 2, If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as if alive in the world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances. The thought of subject yourselves would be that you are holding on to what is in the way, and so then he explains what he means, Do not handle, that is what people would say in that sense. Do not taste, do not touch, and then the bracket (things which are all for destruction in the using of them:), That is to say, they are really nothing all, they have nothing to do with the service that we are professing to hold. Then he goes on, according to the injunctions and teachings of men, and then again a parenthesis, Which have indeed an appearance of wisdom in voluntary worship, and humility, and harsh treatment of the body, (and we know something about that in certain systems) not in a certain honour. That means they do not respect what is due to the human body; then the bracket ends; then, to the satisfaction of the flesh. That is to say, the flesh wishes all these things religiously, and every one of them is in the way. They become an occasion of religious pride, because we have them and because we practise them. 

    AMDoes the word in Hebrews 12 link on with it, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us? 

    JTJust so. That is just the point; laying aside every weight, whatever the weights may be, as well as the sin which so easily entangles us. 

  
    LOVE TO ALL THE SAINTS (JT 90)

    Colossians 2: 6 - 19

    JTWhat came to my mind in regard to the subject before us is the fact that the Colossians had love. It says, the love which ye have towards all the saints. That is in a certain sense the key to this epistle. Both this company and that at Ephesus had love. 

    GNThat would be the atmosphere of the christian circle  that is what you get in Colossians? 

    JTYes, that is in the company who had love as a common thing; as the Lord said, have love amongst yourselves. John 13:35 I have been thinking lately a little about love. The Lord speaking in Spirit as Wisdom in Proverbs, says. … that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance. Proverbs 8:21 The Lord here in all His movements was marked by wisdom. Those that were drawn to Him would see not only beauty  His personal beauty, but that wisdom was there, and love begotten by wisdom. He ensures a condition of things that is wholly in accord with the mind of God. Wisdom having been with God at the outset in everything that was done, is now with Him in what He is doing. The Lord says, My Father worketh hitherto and I work. John 5:17 It was there in Christ from the outset, and those who were about Him loved Him in that way, so that the love that is amongst us is or should be marked by wisdom; in Colosse the fact that they had love afforded the Spirit of God the opportunity to bring in certain things in regard to Christ as Head. The Spirit had liberty to bring in Christ in a personal way, because love appreciates the personal touch. Moses from the outset was a remarkable man personally, but his personality would be largely hidden behind his officialism, he was an official as representing God. But at the end of the wilderness his personal touch is seen in a particular way. God says, Now you have got to go up and die. Well, he says, put a man over the people which may lead them, that they may not be like sheep which have no shepherd. He loved the people and God says there is Joshua, he is a man who has got the Spirit. The going in is a spiritual matter, and you have got to change from Moses to Joshua: He is not going to lead them in, but a man is going to lead them in who has the Spirit. It is a spiritual thing, and so Moses writes all these words, that is the whole book of Deuteronomy, thirty  four chapters, all to the end that, although he is not going to take them in himself, they should go in suitably. It is not here the official, it is the man himself, because of the affection which he shows for the people, and his thought is that they should go in suitably, that there should be no discrepancy between them and the land which God had given them, so that the personal touch comes out at the end. It corresponds in my mind with John 14, in which the Lord prepares a place, a new order of things. 

    GNDo you mean that the children of Israel journeyed with Moses by the instructions he gave them, but the crossing of the Jordan was a matter of affection? 

    JTYes. The fact that the Colossians had love among themselves, induces the Spirit of God to bring before them certain features which were yet lacking, because we may have love and yet certain features be lacking. 

    QuesWould authority be set forth at the Red Sea? 

    JTYes. It is the rod of Moses there. 

    QuesWould authority be connected with light and what is personal with love? 

    JTYes. It is love that makes way for headship. 

    RemSo that Romans would be light, while Colossians would be love. 

    JFWhy do you connect Colossians with this point in the history of the children of Israel? 

    JTColossians is the place where the saints are entering the land, and so corresponds to Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy is as far as Moses can take them, he is practically head, but he is not Joshua. There is that which you need as preliminary education on the other side of Jordan. It is not a question of ones place in relation to the tabernacle. It is no question now of the public order of Corinthians, but how you are going to be in the new order of things where Christ is. One may behave fairly well in the light of Corinthians, but when you come to Joshua  to Colossians, it puts you to the test. How are you going to do in an order of things where everything is governed by divine wisdom, wisdom being the handmaid of love? He says here, As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in him. I think it is very essential that we have love among ourselves, and that we have love towards all the saints. It is not simply that I love those that are local, but all the saints. 

    CPIt is a vital thing in the assembly. What our attention is being called to is vital to us. It is not knowledge. 

    JTThere is one great danger, and that is localism. You may have order, and the Lord may be adding, and we begin to think of ourselves in relation to what we have locally. The Ephraimites seriously threatened Gideon, that is they were local, Gideon was general, he says, Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer? Judges 8:2. He was not occupied with what he had. 

    RemSo that God would lead us on to what is universal. 

    JTThe love, it says here, which ye have towards all the saints. If any came there, whether they came from Jerusalem or Thessalonica or Corinth, they would all find the same thing. There would be no preference or favour to the one from Jerusalem. They would think equally as well of the Thessalonian, because they had the thing there that was general or universal. 

    RemI suppose the danger of being local is that there may be rivalry as between localities. 

    JTA real danger, and one has seen it. This love among ourselves towards all the saints, I think, is the safeguard to that. 

    GNIf we are taken up with what is local we might stop short of what is the purpose of God. 

    JTI think we stop growth. Growth is in relation to the whole. The Lord is Head of the body, now if I am local unduly I stop that as far as I am concerned, because the nourishment comes from the head and the body grows proportionately. You would not like to see the right hand longer than the left. 

    RemFrom whom the whole body is fitly joined together. 

    AFHeadship is universal. We ought to be on the line of headship. 

    JTYes. This instruction is very important because the two  and  a  half tribes had already decided that they would not go over. They had not love among themselves. In fact what they thought about was their cattle. Love among yourselves does not include cattle. 

    QuesDo not you think that is a real danger at the present time? 

    JTCertainly. The king of Sodom says to Abraham, you take the goods and I will take the persons. It is the persons you want, love for persons. 

    The two  and  a  half tribes had made up their minds, they would be content without persons. 

    RemThey would be earth dwellers. 

    JTYes. Where he mentions the love on account of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens, that is the love that the saints have. The love of God is shed abroad in my heart by the Spirit, that is the wilderness side of Jordan, because the Holy Spirit came in in the wilderness. If he begets love, as He does, shedding the love of God abroad in my heart, it is in relation to the hope, and the hope is for all the saints. When I think of the hope I do not think of local assemblies at all. He does not present assemblies to Himself. Assemblies are provisional. They are like gardens. My beloved is gone down into his garden ... to feed in the gardens, Song of Songs 6:2. He has got his garden; it is general  but then there are gardens. Gardens may be used to illustrate assemblies  the provisional thing, but that is not connected with the heavenly hope. 

    CPIn Numbers God speaks of the people as gardens by the rivers side. 

    JTThat is it. He does not present assemblies to Himself. He presents the assembly to Himself because that is the end of the thing, the primary thought. 

    CPGardens are on the wilderness side of Jordan. 

    JTThat would be like Corinthians. Corinthians is assemblies and the Lord comes to them to feed in His gardens. There are no assemblies in the heavens. There is one assembly there. 

    GNWhat is meant by changing over to Joshua? Is Joshua a type of the Spirit? 

    JTHe is rather a type of Christ in a spiritual way. It is what the Lord is as having passed out of this world altogether. What He is as risen and gone on high is a spiritual thing. He comes in in spite of closed doors. The authority of the Lord requires that there is one door in the room. A man shall meet you with a pitcher of water. That is his interest in you. Follow him and enter where he goes. There is only one entrance, and the clock has to do with that  when the hour was come. Luke 22:14 The time of day has to do with that and all public things, but the Joshua side, the spiritual side is the doors were shut John 20:19 not door, but doors. The Lord comes in, in spite of closed doors. That is to every saint, as it were, there is a door. 

    CPYou are not speaking of Joshua as the one who leads them over, but what is true of them on the other side. Is he a type of Christ as Captain of our salvation? 

    JTHe is more. In leading many sons to glory, He is the Leader of our salvation. 

    RemSo that Moses would represent lordship, while Joshua would represent headship. 

    ASWas the apostles distress for the Colossians personal or official? 

    JTI think it is apostolic there. His thought was to present every man perfect in Christ. It is like Moses in Deuteronomy. He would present every Israelite, as it were, perfect. I was saying in reference to the two  and  a  half tribes that they had made up their minds that they were just going so far. It is not that they did not have love. They had it as the others, but there are many of the Lords people who make up their minds that they will go so far and no further. Earthly possessions detain them. We have much cattle, Deuteronomy 3:19 they say. They are detained by the providences of God, in fact by what they should have offered in sacrifice. 

    GNWhen you come to the side of Christ as head, it is love that answers to that, you love the Lord. 

    JTThe woman in Luke 7 anoints His feet. She saw that those feet had carried Him into the world, and she does not mean to detain Him in the world. After the resurrection they held Him by the feet but that was unintelligent. Mary of Bethany anointed His feet. It meant that she saw that He was going out of the world. Against the day of my burying hath she kept this. John 12:7 And so Mary Magdalene in chapter 20  she wanted Him, and He pointed out to her, if you are to have me, you must be in correspondence with me. So He says, Touch me not. John 20:17 So that love would delight to answer to that. 

    JTQuite. I do think that this determination today to go to a certain point and not go beyond it, is a very serious one. You maintain distinctions, whereas over Jordan there is no distinction. It is in Christ Jesus. 

    RemI suppose the danger of these things is that they are all legitimate. 

    JTWell, you can go on with them with a good conscience. Here were two  and  a  half tribes with spiritual advantages and yet they made up their minds not to go any further. They would go over to fight, but only for a short time. They wanted an altar set up, but it was not for sacrifices. It is like a brother saying, I have got property and a large family. I want to live on my property and in my family, but I want to maintain my place among the saints, I can go in at any time and take part with you. But I am not at home there, my home is elsewhere. It was not a right thought for them to set up an altar. It was just to notify the ten tribes that they had a right to the land, but they were not taking it up. 

    GNLordship is connected with the wilderness, and headship with the land. 

    JTMoses went as near headship as he could, because it is not the official Moses. These are the words which Moses spoke Deuteronomy 1:1; it is not Thus saith the Lord, but These are the words which Moses spoke; it is his own personal desire for the people, and that desire was according to the Lord, he loved the people. 

    FWIs it only earthly things that would detain one from going over? 

    JTI think that it would be that generally. I do not think that to emphasise the local thought too much would rob us of the general thought. It is not so many assemblies in the heavens. It is one assembly in the heavens. He comes into His garden  that is the whole assembly on earth. But He feeds in His gardens; he gets variety  that is He is gathering lilies. 

    QuesIs it occupation with the person: as ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord? 

    JTHe begins with the state in you. It is not here, what is presented to you in the way of light. It is what you have received. That is, he begins with the subjective thing. You have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord. It is not the Lord Jesus Christ; that would be Romans, put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 13:14 That is the kind of garb in which you appear according to Romans, but here you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord. That is, you have made a start, a very good start, and it is for everyone to see that you have made such a start. 

    QuesWhat did you say The Christ set forth? 

    JTThe One who does everything for God. 

    GMcKI suppose our exercises should be that the local is governed by the general. 

    JTYou are in a way as interested in the saints in New Zealand, as in Glasgow, although you are responsible there. You keep it in relation to the one garden. 

    GMcKA common end in view. 

    GNSo the truth of headship would preserve us from being local. He is Head of the assembly. We all come under the same headship. 

    AFDo you make a distinction between coming together in assemblies  in Corinthians  and one taking his place in the assembly? 

    JTIn the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises Hebrews 2:12  I think that is the general idea, because Hebrews contemplates the whole  whose house are we. Hebrews 3:6 Although he is writing to the christians in Judaea it is we. This house includes all christians. It is the general idea in Hebrews throughout. The breaking of bread begins in New Zealand or Australia, thinking of the order of the day. It goes on the whole day till perhaps eight oclock; you will pardon my simple allusion. You know the Lord comes into His garden, the whole assembly is before Him if He comes in. He comes in, in relation to the whole, but then He has His gardens. He has His special gardens in which He feeds. It is most interesting that the breaking of bread runs on to eight oclock in the evening or may be longer as the sun goes round. 

    CPWhat about the gathering of the lilies? 

    JTThat is what the saints are. Gathering lilies is a beautiful thought. He feeds among them, and then it says He gathers them. He has His own thoughts about you. He has got His own thoughts and He will bring you to these thoughts. He is gathering the lilies; He is not gathering up the worthless of the earth but what is valuable in His eyes. He says Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Luke 12:27 The saint today has got more glory than Solomon. If God so clothe the grass  it is what God does, the Lord is looking for those who are divinely clothed. I think that Colossians is to bring us up to that. 

    GNWhy is circumcision and baptism brought in? 

    JTAll these are to bring us into correspondence. It is His circumcision, There was handwriting, now handwriting stands out against you and that is known and recognised. That could be disposed of by no one but Christ and His death. 

    RemI suppose one accepting baptism in the Colossian sense would be able to go on his way rejoicing. 

    JTThe eunuch would love to be in the company of that Man, would he not? Concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other? Acts 8:34 Philip began at that scripture, and announced unto him  Jesus. He is willing to die with Him and he goes on his way rejoicing. He would be quite a Colossian saint. 

    RemThat is the point of view here, and the eunuch illustrates it. You get the Spirit in the next chapter. 

    GNMovement would come in there. It is movement of the affections. 

    JTIt is remarkable about that eunuch. There is an angel, and there is a eunuch and a man comes miraculously and he is taken away miraculously. He is born in spiritual circumstances, in heavenly circumstances, he is really begotten in the heavenlies. The hope which is laid up for you in the heavens. Colossians 1:5 He went on his way. He was going to Colosse and he finds his way. You have to find what that way is. Colossians are entering; it is not in the land. You are still on the way and we must take note of that. You are going into the land  Gods land. If you are over Jordan in the conflict, you do not go back to Moab, you go back to Gilgal. 

    RemThe eunuch was not going to be detained by the plains of Moab. 

    JTNo, he went on his way happily. I believe he got in his soul the thought, I would like to be with that Man, His life is taken from the earth, and I do not want to be in life here. Your life is hid with Christ in God. The man disappears. We know no more of him. In John 12, at Bethany they acted rightly. There is no word as to the Lord telling them what to do. It is all what they did and the Lord accepts it. The conditions were there in a way  six days before the Passover  there they made Him a supper. Martha serves, Lazarus was one who sat at the table with Him, but Mary anoints His feet. The Lord accepts what they did. 

    CPThe conditions were there  they loved Him. 

    JTAnd their conduct was quite in keeping with Bethany, but there is something beyond Bethany. In chapter 20 it is not a locality. I think chapter 20 is the climax to the instruction which began in chapter 13. 

    WHSo that the Supper would be connected with what is local, the assembly would be abstract, it would not be local. 

    JTThe assembly would be connected with John 20; chapter 13 would be the local thing. 

    RemYou would say that the experience of John 20 would be like Paul in the third heaven. You do not know whether you are in the body or out of it. 

    JTThe Lord said to Mary, Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend, John 20:17 as if He were going at once, and she goes to the brethren, and He gives a heavenly visitation. 

    GNWhere would you put the company in the end of Luke? 

    JTThat would be more the Pentecostal company, the public thing. That is, Luke presents rather the public side. The Spirit comes upon them there, whereas in John He breathes into them. 

  
    THE RICHNESS OF THE LAND (JT 91)

    Deuteronomy 8:7 - 10; Deuteronomy 10: 5 - 9; Colossians 2:1-4 Colossians 2:8-10

    These scriptures speak of the richness of that into which we are brought, namely, the land, the word land being used seven times in those verses in chapter 8 to call attention to the richness, the wealth, of that into which we are brought, not that into which we shall be brought merely, but that into which we are brought, for the land typifies our present portion. It is not exactly a type of heaven literally, that into which we shall be brought when the Lord descends from heaven, as we are told, and raises the saints from the dead, from sleeping, and changes us who are alive and remain; the land of promise is rather what we are brought into now, something to be understood, a place of great richness, a land which requires no imports. No nation in the world can be spoken of in this way, scarcely any nation, if any, is independent of the products of other nations. Our land is, as I hope to show in detail; there is no need of importations of commodities. 

    Now, in speaking thus, it is but right morally that I should refer to the one who tells us these things, for the Spirit of God loves to enhance in our eyes the vessels He uses, that we may have them in esteem if they be living, and hold them in reverential memory if they be gone; we are to remember them  Remember your leaders, Hebrews 13:7 whose faith we are to follow. Moses, in a sense, is unique in this respect, whether we view him typically or personally, for the Spirit of God presents him to us in this double way, what he was personally and what he was typically. Scarcely anyone in the Old Testament more agrees personally with what he was typically and officially than Moses does  faithful, as we are told, in all Gods house, one of whom Stephen, in his address, says, This is he who was in the assembly in the wilderness, Acts 7:38. For forty years he bore with the manners of Israel in an adverse scene, a provocative scene, for the wilderness is provocative of our proclivities, it tends to irritation and complaint and revolt, even apostasy; hence the tribute to Moses, he was in the assembly in the wilderness, and retained his freshness and sympathies and love until the last moment of his life of 120 years. This book is written when he was about to die, and it is perhaps a fact unparalleled that he could write such a book, as you will observe the date given in chapter 1:3, in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first of the month, that Moses spoke to the children of Israel, according to all that Jehovah had given him in command to them Deuteronomy 1:3  he spoke according to orders. It is not here the oft-repeated, The Lord spake unto Moses, saying ...  it is the general outline of all that the Lord had commanded him to give unto them, in the eleventh month of the fortieth year  as I apprehend, the last month of his life. What a man he was! and what an example for elder brethren, to retain all that they have received in their ministries from the outset, so as to bring it forward as needed at the end; nothing to recall, nothing to cancel, all pervaded by the true spirit of ministry to the saints, so that his speech remained to distil as the dew, it came down as the small rain at 119 years and 11 months. We may well take note of this, dear brethren, so that the elder may not discourage the younger, but rather enhance the ministry, enhance christianity indeed in themselves, in their own enjoyment of it; unsullied in their appreciation of what they have received from the Lord in earlier days, able to review it to the end, as the apostle Paul alludes to himself, being such an one as Paul the aged, Philemon 9 simply such an one as Paul the apostle  he was that in surprising degree, as he tells us, nothing behind the chiefest  laboured more abundantly than they all, 1 Corinthians 15:10 he says, and so he addresses a beloved brother, being such an one, he says, as Paul the aged. No allusion to any decrepitude of old age, for that could but discredit him, but being such an one, he retained his freshness and affection such as had always been manifested in him. 

    Well now, thus are Moses in the Old Testament, and Paul in the New, examples for elder brethren to encourage forward the younger. Moses knew he was about to depart, for honoured servants are not taken by surprise if dissolution come, he was apprised beforehand indeed by Jehovah; and buried honourably, no one had such a burial as Moses, as we may say, God Himself was the undertaker, speaking reverently  dug his grave, I suppose; Jehovah buried him, no one knows where  such is the honour conferred on this great servant. We may well listen to him, especially young ones, listen to his description of the Land. 

    One is reminded of the gospel of Luke; it is a peculiarly buoyant gospel, indeed to be evangelical we must be buoyant, or we shall discredit the gospel  dolefulness ill-becomes a preacher of the gospel. Luke 15 is, I suppose, one of the best known scriptures, and one of its leading features is buoyancy: the shepherd rejoicing and calling others into the joy; the woman who lost the silver piece finding it, rejoicing, and calling others into the joy; the father of the prodigal rejoicing  others brought into it  It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad. Luke 15:32. And this is merry-making, as it were, that is to continue, for the house is turned into a dancing hall, God, by His Spirit, graciously coming down to the thoughts of young believers to wean them away from the worlds spheres of pleasure, to show how infinitely greater is the pleasure proposed in the gospel  pleasures for evermore. As well the singers as the dancers shall say, All my springs are in thee Psalm 87:7, that is to say, in the sphere of the pleasure  Zion, the place of it. Barzillai had no taste for it, a warning to old brothers and sisters  lover of Christ indeed, lover of David, for he maintained him in the wilderness the other side of the Jordan and came over the Jordan with him, but returned back. He had grown too old, he said, for such enjoyment  what will he do in heaven? He will have to change his mind  no doubt he has. We have to anticipate, dear brethren, and not to come short now of what we anticipate; to show that what we anticipate is real, that we have the earnest of it, the Holy Spirit is the earnest of the inheritance. So that, when we go to heaven, there shall be no great change  there should not be. There no stranger-God shall meet thee (76:10)  that heavenly scene, heaven literally, I mean, surely should not be strange to us. Beyond anything perhaps we may have anticipated, but in character what we anticipate, for we anticipate what we enjoy in principle now by the earnest; hence the music and the dancing. The elder brother had no interest in it at all, he was in the field, his heart full of envy, marked by inability to take in that holy scene of love. The word dancing, as I said before, is God graciously using a human term to win our hearts, to show us that He has everything the world can give, but in an infinitely superior way and of an infinitely superior kind. David is the leader in this kind of thing, dancing with all his might, but clothed with a linen ephod, he was perfectly sober, although you might say, in another sense, beside himself, but he knew what he was doing, the linen ephod means priestly sobriety  I know what I am doing; like the elders in Revelation, I always give an account of what I am doing, I know what I am doing, I give the reason for it. That is the sort of thing that begins now with full-grown people, and Deuteronomy contemplates such, it contemplates growth; we are at the confines of Canaan and we see the great servant with all his feelings and affections, and chapter after chapter brings before us the wealth of the land, but, on the other hand, warning us as to what prevents its enjoyment. 

    And so these four verses in chapter 8, perhaps more than any others in the book, depict this wealth, this wealthy land, the word, as I said, being used seven times, so as to fix our minds upon it. It is not a shifting scene, it is not the sands of the desert, it is this land, it is a fixed thing; and so he says to us, Jehovah thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive trees and honey, a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness; where thou shalt lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper. And thou shalt eat and be filled, and shalt bless Jehovah thy God for the good land which he hath given thee. You will see here, dear brethren, that spiritually there is no need of any importation, in that land we are sustained, self-sustained. The epistle to the Colossians is intended to preclude importations, telling us that there is no need of them  philosophy and vain deceit  no need of them  very appealing as they are to the modernist, the scientific man. All the creeds of christendom are, in some measure, leavened with philosophy; Colossians is to preclude all that, it is simply foreign merchandise, so to speak, which is utterly unneeded in the land. The apostle says, I would have you know what combat I have for you ... and as many as have not seen my face in flesh. Colossians 2:1. One would be comforted with the thought that, in a generous way like the Lord Himself, the apostle looked down the history of the assembly, and included ourselves; certainly the Lord did; them also which shall believe on me through their word John 17:20 were included in His prayer. The apostle says, I combat for you. What is needed in this respect, dear brethren, is, as it says, that your hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge  hidden from the gaze of the natural man, but to be entered into and enjoyed by us who believe, for whom he prayed. They are enjoyed in a certain practical state amongst us, a state of affection, a knitting together in love, and an understanding of the mystery of God in which is hid all these things, the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Wisdom and knowledge are stressed because of the danger that beset these christians, the insidious character of human wisdom and knowledge, philosophy, as it says, and vain deceit. Now, he says, you do not need those things. He said that so that they should not be deceived; that is, he reminds them of his prayer for them, and all the treasures, all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge  all of them. The greatest Greek knew nothing of these things, they belong to the hidden wisdom, beloved brethren, which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory  think of that  our glory. Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into mans heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, but God has revealed to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God, 1 Corinthians 2:9,10. This is what is in mind. 

    Now, having referred to Colossians, I just dwell for a moment on these elements or products of the land so that we may have them before us, knowing them and enjoying them, becoming rigidly exclusive of all else because of them, because of their sufficiency, because of the variety of them, furnishing us fully, as the apostle further says, ye are complete in him. In whom? In Christ. Who is Christ in Colossians? It is a question of the Person. The image of the invisible God, Colossians 1:15 he says in chapter 1, for in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell Colossians 1:19  all the fulness. That is to call attention to the Person, to the greatness of the Person  that is chapter 1. In chapter 2 it is what all that is to us, that is, it is within our range, it is all the fulness of the Godhead, of the Deity  bodily, meaning that it is within our range. As John the apostle says, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled 1 John 1:1, referring to the Lord Jesus down here, referring to Him bodily; that all that God is is there, there to be available to us. What else do we need? Whatever wisdom there is is of God, it comes from God, and it has come within our range in that blessed Man, that blessed divine Person who became incarnate  in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; and ye are complete in him. Hence we are fortified in the enjoyment of these precious things against all that is outside  it is extraneous, we do not need it. Bad it may not be  that is not the point, it is that it is unneeded by us, the land into which we are brought furnishes us with everything. 

    So that the first thing is a land of waterbrooks. How refreshing waterbrooks are! what beauty, what attractiveness they lend to a landscape!  a land of waterbrooks, that is the Holy Spirit manifestly moving, so that one does not need to draw things out from the brethren, the Spirits activity is manifest. How attractive such a district or town where the saints are!  a land of waterbrooks, a land of such refreshments. And a brook has not only refreshment, 

    as suggested by water, but a sound to it; there is something about it that is peculiarly attractive and enhancing to a landscape. A land of springs of water, that is to say christians full of the Spirit, where things are not superficial, as the Lord teaches us in John 4. A land of deep waters, as the word depths means  deep waters. They are indefinite, but the characteristic being deep, there is plenty there; the depths of God, we may say, searched out. How exclusive that is, as understood, of all that man can supply, the infinite resources of God in the Spirit. And, as it further says, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills. The word is gush  the richness, the volume, gushing out of the valleys and the hills, for God is the God of the valleys, as He is of the hills, and the water gushes out; no pumping needed, no drawing things with labour from the brethren. Well, that is the thought. Valleys are fertile  the saints viewed, I suppose, in that way, the action of the sun upon them; and the hills or mountains  the same people viewed as towers of strength; in either case the waters gush out, no hardness, no exaction, no taxation, there all is in liberty, all is furnished in richness and fulness. Such, dear young people, is that into which you are brought if you have eyes to see and ears to hear, and sensitiveness. Such is the wealth of the land, and, as I said, it is a stable state of things  such is its wealth. Then we have fruit, too  fig-trees, and pomegranates; ... olive-trees and honey. An address could be given perhaps on each of these items, the subject is inexhaustible. We are dealing with spiritual matters, with what we need spiritually, too, the rich supply. 

    Then the Spirit of God runs on, referring to the saints  a land of stones; they are stones  but what kind? They are of iron, they have strength in them; and we dig brass out of the hills, that is, we do that. Enjoying all these things  the means of judgment, 

    the element of judgment, is not wanting  we do that, we dig brass out of the hills. The land is not wanting in that. So that we eat to the full, we are satisfied, and the normal effect is that we bless, we become worshippers, we bless the One who gives it; that is, we are land worshippers, so to speak. There is worship in the wilderness, but there is worship also in the land. Worship in the land is out of the richness we have tasted, of the joy lavishly supplied by the hand of love. It is very attractive, where faith is, it is drawing in its effect; for ministry can only be to faith, without faith, the most spiritual ministry must fail, as it were. Where faith is in any little way in the saints, this is attractive. 

    Well now, I just want to show how, in chapter 10, there is movement in the light of all these things; that is the next thing. Colossians means prohibition; not simply heavy taxation on commodities, but absolute prohibition. Commodities are not allowed in at all, no such imports are allowed, they are rigidly refused. Now in chapter 10, as I said, the children of Israel took their journey (verse 6), that is to say, Moses here refers back to the second writing of the law in which there is no mistake made or discrepancy  no need to break the tables. The ark is there, Christ is there; everything now is there and we can afford to move, there is no breakdown again. That is the principle  we can afford to move; and they did move, and what comes out is that they move to Jotbath, a land of rivers of waters, that is where the journey led to. I fit in this, dear brethren, with what I have been speaking of in chapter 8, which is the Spirits description of the land; chapter 10 is my coming to it. How do I come to it? Well, it is a question of the shining of the glory  of the covenant. It fits into the Lords supper, to the saints in assembly; it fits in in a general way, too, that is perfect love casts out fear 1 John 4:18  the covenant is perfect love. The tables are in the ark, and Moses says, They are there ... Deuteronomy 10:5  there they are, there is no change. And then there is a parenthesis, these two verses (6 and 7) are properly a parenthesis. This parenthesis anticipates, for us, some thirty-eight years; it is the principle of anticipation, like Ephesians 2 where it is said, we are raised up together, and made to sit down together in the heavenlies, Ephesians 2:6 not we shall be, but we are, that is, the future brought into the present  that is a great thought, it can only be realised by the Spirit; in the power of the Spirit the future is brought into the present, and I know I am in it. The passage begins with Sinai and Horeb, which was just a year (or maybe less) after Israel came out of Egypt. The parenthesis is at least thirty-eight years later. Why is this? It is that the glory has moved us, the shining of the glory in the face of Jesus has moved us  that is the covenant. We all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit, 2 Corinthians 3:18. That is movement  glory to glory  one glory after another. What a way that is, what a shining way that is! They go from strength to strength: we are told elsewhere, each one will appear before God in Zion, Psalm 84:7. It is a shining way. We walk through the valley of Baca, we make it a well-spring, the rain fills the pools. It is the perfect love of God coming into the heart, the glory shining, and I begin to move. Well now, God says, You have begun to move. I will bring in the new priesthood, I will antedate things for you. It is a heavenly matter now. You say, It is a wilderness matter. Yes, but a heavenly matter; it is a question of reaching the land of waterbrooks, that is the heavenly land. Whatever the geography may be, it is the heavenly land, that is the character of things, so that you get the waterbrooks. It is not a question of the sympathy of Christ in the wilderness now. Aaron dies, and the Spirit of God brings it in now to show us how much God thinks of a movement towards Him. That is the land of Canaan; God will have you in His own land; He says, Aaron dies. The chapter begins with Horeb  notice Aaron did not die at Horeb, he died at mount Hor; but he dies here; that is, the Spirit of God anticipates, for God would have us to get on to the line of the new heavenly priest, Christ in heaven, in other words, Christ having died and risen and gone into heaven. Such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens. Hebrews 7:26. That is the priest, as if God would say, That is My thought. The wilderness is only a tentative thing, it is only My ways with you; My thought is what can be reached in a few days. God says, I am helping you; there is a heavenly priest to sustain you there. That is the thought, dear brethren, so that the thing should not be deferred, but I should enter now in the power of the new priest, the heavenly priest, by the power of the Spirit, into a land of waterbrooks. Then it says God took over the levites at that time, that is at Horeb, but all in connection with the heavenly position, for it is Gods inheritance in the levites, and they have no other inheritance but God. So you see, dear brethren, the reality of Canaan may be reached at any moment we are ready for it; it is a land to be entered into, God would have us to know we are sustained there, it has all we need and more, so that there is no lack of enjoyment. 

    May God bless these thoughts to us. 

  
    THE GLORY OF CHRIST (4) (SMC 8)

    Colossians 2:6-10; Colossians 2:16-19; Colossians 3:1-4; Ephesians 3:14-19

    SMcCThe thought in mind in suggesting these passages to be read is to augment what we had this morning in relation to the glory of Christ and His headship, and these passages involve the place that Christ has in the hearts of the saints and in their affections. This is a very important matter because we so easily speak of Christ being supreme in our hearts, when He may not be supreme at all, when we may perhaps not be rightly delivered from things here and from ourselves. It is important therefore that we should see the quality in these letters that is in mind to be reached, especially when we come to Ephesians where the full thought of union is arrived at, involving, as it does, by the Spirit, our links with Christ in heaven. There is nothing more detaching than that, not only as to the world, and as to the man of sin and shame, but as to place, the earth, and all that is linked with what may detain us and hinder us in a more subtle and insidious way. Colossians has in mind Christ coming on to the view of our souls in such a way that we should be prepared and ready for the passing over into the realm where He dwells in our hearts by faith, the heavenly domain and realm where He has such a place, both officially and personally too, the Christ particularly pointing to the great operations, and the quality of the operations. So that what we began with in Philadelphia has in mind the thought of quality, and quality on assembly lines, and these letters have that in mind, because it is a question of what is near and next the heart of Christ in these letters. The brethren will remember Mr. Stoney once said, in that lecture of his, The Nature, Order and Responsibility of the Church, the Body of Christ, that you hear people say the corporate thing is all over, he says, it is quite evident that they do not know what is near Christs heart, and if they do not know what is near Christs heart, how can they understand any other feature of the truth? It is very important to see in that way how the presentation of Christ in all His glory has in mind what He is in relation to the assembly in these epistles, and especially the assembly as linked with Himself in the great domain of glory that He fills as in Ephesians, beginning with this passage in Colossians 2 which follows up Colossians 1, As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in him, rooted and built up in him. You will notice that in verse 8 Paul uses the emphatic you, and the Note points out that the you is emphatic, but the verb be is in the future, implying real present danger more than possibility. That is there was great danger besetting the Colossians, and therefore the conflict comes into view in a peculiar way in what Paul says about the combat. It is a great thing that we should be in the conflict with Christ and the assembly in mind, not giving up the great thought as in the divine mind. Mr. Stoney said, the harder the conflict the deeper or the stronger the virtue. He illustrated the matter of the conflict and referred to the man, when the colours were about to be captured, he pulled down the colours and wrapped himself in the colours, and said, if you take the colours you must take me. In these letters that are before us the teaching involves that, as we enter in our souls into the blessedness of our links with Christ. 

    AHIn this verse 6, the word is As therefore ye have received the Christ, not believed the Christ exactly, but received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in him, rooted and built up in him. Would you say something about that? 

    SMcCIt is very interesting the way it is put here. It would involve more than the reception of Christ as Saviour, the Christ involving the anointed, Jesus being His personal name, and the Lord bringing in the place He has in authority. I think it involves that we have made way for Christ in relation to the supreme operations that these letters, Colossians and Ephesians, have in mind. That is not only in relation to the moral question and our release from it, but in relation to the great operations concerning Christ and the assembly. 

    AJGIs not the Christ a very exclusive title? There is only one Christ, there are many antichrists, but only one Christ. 

    SMcCVery good, it stands out in that sense - there are many antichrists we are told, but there is only one Christ in that sense. 

    HWI hope it is not diverting you, in speaking about Christ and the assembly, and what the assembly is to Christ, but I wondered if it would be out of place to ask you to say a word as to why we see the assembly, the bride, by herself so prominently brought before us at the end of Revelation. 

    SMcCI think it is to remind us how divine thoughts go through. As we referred to in Mr. Stoneys word on that remarkable occasion, the bride would have in mind that we do not lose sight of what is near and next Christs heart. The bride brings that on to our view as a feminine entity unaffected by the breakdown and the failure; she appears in all the freshness and ardency of what has been wrought in her, in perfect alignment with another divine Person, the Spirit, saying to the Lord Jesus, Come. 

    HWThe great point, do you think, being to display divine workmanship in its beauty and perfection? 

    SMcCI thought so, because it is interesting that you get the bride also mentioned in the allusion to the eternal scene where Gods supremacy is seen; it says, as a bride adorned for her husband. The thought here of walking in him, rooted and built up in him, becomes testing to all of us, I think, because the faith, the system of the truth and the teaching are all linked with this. 

    AJGDoes it mean that we refuse every other influence and wisdom, but that which is derived from Christ? 

    SMcCThat is how I would understand it. The word rooted is a remarkable word in this connection. We have it in other connections, but in this connection, rooted in this Person, the Christ, is important, rooted and built up in him. The built up follows the rooting, because so often, especially with those who are more prominent amongst the saints, there would be the tendency to be built up in ourselves. 

    PHHDoes the time at Hebron with David help at all as to this? In 2 Samuel 2 to the end of verse 4, where David himself and the house of Saul were somewhat against each other, it says of David, but David became continually stronger (chapter 3: 1); it says there also, However, the house of Judah followed David, chapter 2: 10. Would that be somewhat like the increase of the glory of the Person of Christ with us in this intermediary position? 

    SMcCI think so. David at that juncture bears very much on what we have here, it is a transitional moment, and Colossians is that, and it is fraught with real danger. It is not a matter of what may be possible, but there is real danger in the position, not so much from the external side of the world, but from the specious, insidious side where the capacity and power of mans mind comes in in a reasoning way, therefore the need of being fully established on this line, rooted and built up in the Christ, Jesus the Lord. 

    EJHDo you think that the rooting refers to what is inward and secret, and the building up to what is outward and testimonial finally? 

    SMcCYes, I think it would involve that, and I think it would involve more. It involves what we are under the eye of God as built up in that blessed One. Allusion has been made to Davids history, and a good deal of reference has been made to the rival head that is soon to appear in the world, and linked with it the apostasy. In the history of David we get a remarkable setting out of it, the specious and insidious working in a counter system to Christ, typically in David, resulting in his dethronement for the moment as David had to leave Jerusalem. But all the specious elements that were operating in Joab, the widow and Absalom, Ahithophel, whose counsel was as the word of God in those days, the specious side of the counter-system need to be seen and the importance of being rooted and built up in Christ in this sense, over against the counter-workings and operations of that specious system. 

    RHSDoes this open up too the importance of right teaching, it says, even as ye have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving? I wondered if right teaching in that way, would always lead to the thought of thanksgiving. 

    SMcCYes, and you notice how it begins, it says rooted and built up in him, and assured in the faith, even as ye have been taught. Now that is a great matter that we should all be assured in the faith, the faith referring to the scope of the truth as it has come out, as has been taught, and the importance of this word assured in it. The Note says, confirmed, so that we are not at loose ends, we are not in a vacuum in our minds, at a loss and wondering whether what has come out is really so, or is not so. We are not affected by speculation or the mere vagaries of the human mind, we are confirmed in the truth, 

    assured in it, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 

    AEMI think the young people have to be assured that the devil has a whole system contrary to Christ. It is a perfected system in the world. 

    SMcCSo that when we come to Ephesians 4, Paul uses the word systematised, showing how powerful that kind of thing is to deflect the believer from what has been reached in Christ, and what is before God in Christ. 

    AEMThat is why when one gets away from the Lord one comes under darkness right away. 

    SMcCIt is rather remarkable that. Some of us were referring to it in connection with some who got out of fellowship in our own part of the world. In speaking to someone recently who was prominent amongst us, some were amazed at the darkness in the persons soul, showing that this specious counter-system that we have been referring to, that the enemy has, and will find its full-blown effect in the apostasy in relation to the rival head is operating now. It is a very real matter, and we need to see the importance of receiving Christ in this way and walking in Him, rooted and built up in Him. 

    AJGIs the appreciation of Christ as One in whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily, the great antidote to all that? 

    SMcCThat is it. It is very affecting the way it is put here, standing over against the great thoughts of Gnosticism. It is a real substantial matter in that sense that we have to do with, how God is known in Christ. There is nothing, as it were, unreal about it, as in the philosophy of men and what they propound in the way of theory. The use of the word fulness in Colossians is to affect our souls, that is it is not theoretic or academic, it is what God is in Christ in the blessed way in which He is known that is to affect us in the way of richness in our souls. 

    PHHIt speaks of it in chapter 1, saying, in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell (verse 19), and in chapter 2, For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; and ye are complete in him (verse 9), would you mind saying some more about this thought of fulness, because it has been noticed by all of us, no doubt, that Colossians and Ephesians mention fulness several times in different connections? I should be thankful if it could be pursued a little. 

    SMcCIn Colossians, as you will have observed, in the first chapter it is used almost as a title of Deity, a title of God, a remarkable way in which it is put, and here we get the thought of the Godhead which we do not have in the first chapter. There it is bracketed, that is, it is added to give the force, but here it is, For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. I think it should greatly impress us with the Person of Christ because in this 9th verse in chapter 2 it is not exactly mediatorial, that is it involves what Christ is, Christ is God, and Deity is presented in Christ, it comes on to our view in Christ, and this word fulness carries us beyond what is arbitrary. It brings us to the great thought of what God is essentially as He has come out to be known by creature mind, in so far as creature mind and capacity can take in the thoughts of Himself. 

    PHHDoes it mean the complete expression of God in Man in that Person? 

    SMcCIt does, it is a wonderful thing to take account of it herein that sense bodily. The addition of the word bodily brings on to our view the Lords humanity in its present glorious state, and how God, or the Deity, is apprehended in a Man and will be so apprehended eternally. That is, as has often been alluded to, the eternal subsisting state between God and man lies in a Man. 

    PHHI think I remember Mr. Coates saying that the fulness, especially here, referred to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, all brought near to us. 

    SMcCJust so, brought near to us in a Man. We see somewhat the fulness referred to in the first chapter without the mention of the word bodily, and we recall that when the Lord did anything He referred to the Father doing the work. He also referred to the Spirit in the doing of the works, showing that in the presence of the operations we are in the presence of God, known in that way. The word fulness, I think, is especially brought into the Colossian epistle to combat the Gnostic idea, where vagaries and theories were being propounded, so we get this word fulness, that is, it is what God is as fully known in Christ, that is in mind. 

    WMBWould there be some link with the expression that the Lord Himself used, or referred to, speaking of the temple of His body? 

    SMcCI am sure there is, His body was the shrine of Deity. What a thought that is as we take account of Him in His humanity in that sense. 

    AJGAnd does the fact that it says, ye are complete in him, involve that in our response to the light in which God is known, there need be no lack, no disparity? 

    SMcCThat is it. How remarkable the two sides are in that sense, the completeness of what is to be known of God towards us in this glorious Person, and then the completeness on our side in Him toward God, ye are complete in him. There would be a kind of a link with what we were referring to, the Lords renown in the mediatorial position in my new name. 

    PHHSo that we need go outside of Christ for nothing. 

    SMcCThat would be the point. 

    PHHIn regard of response to God, do you think? 

    SMcCSo that we are greatly helped in view of richness in the service in the light of these wonderful statements. 

    AHIs there added to that, do you think, ye are complete in him the thought that you were referring to yesterday as to the glory that attaches to the saints in Christ? 

    SMcCI think so, it is to show us the dignity of Christianity seen in the perfect answer in the saints in this way towards God, ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority. 

    ABDoes the word filled full or complete, imply that the saints draw on Christ, and that He is great enough to fill the mind and the heart of the saints? 

    SMcCThe Note says, filled full, referring to all fulness being in Him. The fulness or completeness of the Godhead is in Christ, as towards us; and we, as towards God, are complete in him. That is, nothing is lacking; we do not need to go outside of Him. 

    JWDIs the experimental side of this always collective or can we enter into it individually? 

    SMcCI suppose when we come to the experimental side there is a certain sense in which we must go through it individually, like the river in Ezekiel. It would be what we can reach into in our own souls and say of it, what we have touched in relation to it. 

    JWDYou mean as of the assembly? 

    SMcCAs of the assembly, yes. 

    CHDoes that not raise the question of our real links with Christ? I was thinking of the way the Spirit of God refers to the Lord in verse 6, it is not only the Christ, but Jesus the Lord. There should be no spiritual hiatus in our history; we should go on growing in apprehension of Christ, who He is as well as what He has done? 

    SMcCExactly, and that greatly helps us in regard to the assured, being confirmed in the faith, because the whole ambit of the truth, the scope of the truth, is in that Person, the Christ. He is the subject of testimony from beginning to end of the Scriptures, and if we receive the Christ in principle we receive the whole testimony of God, and therefore we are challenged as to what our links with Christ really are. 

    CHWe may have appreciated at the first, Jesus the Lord, but do you think the Spirit of God would lead us on to this greater glory, seeing Him who is the Anointed in this wondrous system? 

    SMcCYes. In verse 8, it is remarkable the standards that are referred to, it says, See that there be no one who shall lead, notice that word lead; lead you away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. That is the teaching of men and the elements of the world are contrasted to Christ, because the religious side is particularly in mind, and the operation of mans mind in it, intruding into the things of God as if the natural mind had capacity for reasoning and measuring the revelation of God in Christ. 

    ECMIs the thought of substantiality in mind in the section? 

    SMcCThat is what we were referring to, the thought of the fulness in contrast to Gnosticism where the vagaries of the human mind are so terrible in that system that was present in the earlier days of the assembly. Paul has that in mind, and he brings in the substantiality of what we have in Christ. For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

    PHHIs this to make us at home in the presence of this great expression, from God, so that while we reverently hold God in our souls worshipfully, we are not set, so to speak, at a distance, but we regard Him as brought within our range in Christ? 

    SMcCYes. The mention of it here, the fulness of the Godhead, would greatly help us in the latter part of assembly service, so that while in the presence of the majesty of Deity, as apprehended in Christ, in His glorious Manhood, there is a richness in our souls as filled full in Him in the responsive side towards all that has come out in Him in the fulness of the Godhead being presented to us in Him bodily. 

    HWDoes Johns ministry come in to support Paul in this connection, particularly Johns gospel? 

    SMcCWe shall see that tomorrow. We have in mind tomorrow to refer to the glory of Christ in Johns gospel and how divine affections come on to our view in His glory there. Now we come on to chapter 3 to rightly balance our time, which our beloved brother indicated in prayer, and which I am sure we need help on, to fill out the scriptures we have read. We read, of course, verses 16 - 19, we might just allude to the body is of Christ, and then not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God. It is a great matter that we should see, and that the younger brethren should see, what the body of Christ is in this relation, the great thought of the organism, the organic side, because there is nothing saves us from independency of thought and outlook and isolationist view than this thought of the body, the body is of Christ. You remember the woman that came to the Lord and touched the hem of His garment, and the Lord was arrested immediately. He said He perceived that virtue had gone out of Him. What went out of Him went into the woman, and thus the body of Christ is formed, the body is of Christ in that sense. 

    AHSo it says here Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, a remarkable expression, is it not? 

    SMcCIt is bringing out the value of these great matters, the prize brings in what is supremely valued and, in this setting, it is the body of Christ, the body is of Christ, and then the headship of Christ. We should be able to say something in ourselves and of ourselves as to what has come out of Christ and is in us. 

    ECMIs the body of Christ the link with what is heavenly? We do not get that in the wilderness epistles, the body is of Christ. 

    SMcCNo, it is mentioned in Colossians. We have the body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 12, but it is a figure there that is employed. When we come to the reference in Colossians, we have the reference to the substance. He is referring to the things that were a shadow of things to come, but he says, the body (is) of Christ, that is the body is a substantial idea, it is not a theoretic or academic idea, it is a substantial idea; it is formed of what comes out of Christ, and in the body we have what is organic, organic increase, organic development. 

    EJBWould the form of the words confirm what you were saying as to the illustration of the woman, virtue going out of the Lord when it says, the head, from whom all the body ... increases with the increase of God, all that is in the body comes from Him? 

    SMcCJust so. 

    ABWould the holding the head imply what is drawn from Him in faith? Reference has been made to the service of God in view of our sustainment before God, and then also our readings, an occasion like this, for instance, are we maintained in that way in dependence in drawing from Christ? 

    SMcCYes, it is important that we should draw from Christ in that sense, and the Spirit has a great place in this matter. We can hardly have the organic side linked with the body without the Spirit. A brother was asking this morning as to which comes first, the head or the body. Well, of course, actually the head comes first. In the matter of experience in Romans the body is alluded to, but on historic lines the head comes first. There was a Head in heaven before there was a body on earth. The Head was in heaven and the Spirit came in the second of Acts, and the body, the assembly, was formed. You must have the Spirit for the truth of the body. 

    EJHIs it not touching that it says of the Lord that He looked round about to see her who had done this, Mark 5: 32? 

    SMcCJust so, and He is interested in us in that way in regard to this matter, to see her that had done this thing, and it says, she told him all the truth. When we are affected rightly organically, as that woman in figure sets out, we shall be transparent, all the truth will come out, there will be no opaqueness, nothing to be hidden, the whole matter comes out. That is a true organic thought. 

    HWIt says in Mark 5: she knew in her body that she was cured from the scourge. And immediately Jesus, knowing in himself the power that had gone out of him (verse 30). 

    SMcCWell, it is a remarkable illustration of how the body is formed from that viewpoint. We speak of the body in the light of divine counsel, for the Head and the assembly as the body is part of the purpose of God, but we want to think of it too from the moral and spiritual standpoint, how the body is formed. 

    AJGIs that seen in verse 11 of chapter 3; I think you referred to it earlier, where it says, wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision ... but Christ is everything, and in all. All these different features of the first man have been displaced by the influence of Christ, and Christ is there livingly in all, is that so? 

    SMcCThat is it. He is everything, that is a remarkable statement, everything, and in all. 

    AHGWould you say a word as to the increase with the increase of God? 

    SMcCThat is a remarkable reference. As we know it is organic increase here. It brings out the wonderful value of the body, that is the body is quickened in the life of the Head, and you have got organic development in the body. Just as the earth, under the great derivative sources of supply in the suns influence upon it, produces and increases, so the body, under the great influence of Christ, deriving all nourishment and supply, increases with the increase of God. It is remarkable, it says, the increase of God, not the increase of Christ. Have you any thought as to that? 

    AHGNo, I was just wanting help as to it. Would the thought be that there is the expression of God in this wonderful organism? 

    SMcCAnd also it would emphasise the great interest that God has in this wonderful organism, that He is pleased, as it were, to add His increase to it, increases with the increase of God. 

    PHHWhy is the thought of resurrection brought in? It says in chapter 2: 20, If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, and then in chapter 3, If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ. Why is that expression of position brought in now? Is it to show that this kind of thing is really beyond the power of death, but we have to keep ourselves as to mind, and affection, in that position? 

    SMcCThat is it, so that all we have been speaking of, and the order of things that is on our view is out of the world in character. It is the hidden side that we were referring to, and it lifts us out of what is natural and what is social. I was impressed by a remark of Mr. Stoneys the other day, in the same article that we alluded to, he said that the social side was the most corrupting side amongst us. He was alluding to Balaam, and the way that in the transitional part of the journey of the children of Israel between the wilderness and the inheritance, that great influence came up; resurrection would take us out of all that in Colossians. We have got circumcision which is complete in the second chapter; we have resurrection which is positional and then quickening, that wonderful operation peculiarly known to the assembly, and no other family in this way, which puts us, subjectively, into correspondence with the position. 

    PHHThat is beautiful to say that he has quickened together with him, you say that is putting us in the same position and in the same life, with Christ where He is. 

    SMcCThat is it, the same life, so that there is complete correspondence with Christ in the position. It is not just a position without what corresponds to it, quickening comes right in to put us subjectively in correspondence with the position. 

    RGBWould you be free to say in that connection, a further word about Christ being our life as presented in this epistle? 

    SMcCI think it is a very fine reference to the way that the Person of Christ has so come into our lives spiritually, has so endeared Himself to us through His services, His many priestly and other services, and through what He is personally, has so affected us that He can be spoken of as our life - the Person is our life! That has a great detaching and delivering effect on us, because how could I go anywhere, how could I go into any company of people, however refined and wonderful they may be, if the One who is our life is not there. This is a very real matter, Christ our life, it is not a statement of the purpose of God. As to the purpose of God, I point to a verse in the scripture, well that is what it says. Christ our life is a substantial reference to what the saints enjoy as found in spiritual contact with Christ. 

    EJBWhy is the day of manifestation brought in here just at that point? When the Christ is manifested who is our life. 

    SMcCIt shows that He is not going to come out without us. If we will not be without Him in this world, as our life means, He is everything to us there in that wonderful temporary, transitional position, the right hand of God. He is everything to us there, we can accept the reproach and the ridicule of men in the sense of what He is to us in that way, and He is not going to come out without us. 

    AJGIs the light of His manifestation in glory given so as to make us content to have our life hidden with Him now? 

    SMcCThat is it. It is to help us to accept a hidden position. 

    HWDoes that incite us to move over Jordan and finally into the land? 

    SMcCThe whole bearing of the epistle to the Colossians in that way has in mind that we should go over in the power of attraction, and go into the inheritance. We do not go over into the inheritance by faith exactly, we go over in the power of the Spirit as attracted to Christ, the ark drawing us over, as it were, drawing us out of everything here, and Joshua becoming magnified, and then the mysterious personage coming on to our view so that Joshua takes off his shoes and worships. All that bears on the position here. 

    DSHYou were speaking about the matter of life just now, were the apostles, at the beginning of the Acts, in the appreciation of that when the angel appeared to them in the prison, and said, Go ye and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life, Acts 5: 20. Did they know something of the hidden thing within, and that was to come out in expression? 

    SMcCThe question would be as to whether that reference to life is retroactive to what was seen in Jesus in the gospels. I think the words of this life that they were to make known, was linked with the ministry and service in the pathway of Jesus here in the gospels. 

    DSHYou were thinking of the matter here in Colossians as being something different from that? 

    SMcCLinked with Him in glory, because our links with Him by the Spirit are in the present glorious position where He now is. Now we must just have a word as to Ephesians 3. We read this morning in regard to His headship in the first chapter, but it is felt we should not have time to refer to it again, but now just this reference in the third chapter to the greatness of this realm where we are brought through divine operations, and where the Christ is to dwell through faith in our hearts. So that as dwelling there, as it were, having the supreme place in our affections, wherever we are, His interests are ours, all that dominates us and controls us is His outlook and His interests. It is not our businesses, not our families, not the things that are around us, but His chief interest, what is near and next His heart colours our outlook. 

    PHHIs it like the ark in the tent which David pitched, not yet the permanent position, but the full thing there, and Christ in the ark as the centre of a great realm for God? 

    SMcCThat is it, through faith would show that we are still in conditions where finality has not been reached. 

    PHHThat is what I wondered. 

    SMcCIt is in your hearts, not in your heart. 

    The life is singular in Colossians, but notice that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, in this glorious realm and vast domain. We have not lost our individuality. Our individuality is still there, but Christ is dwelling, as it were, in every heart. 

    AJGIs that seen in the woman of worth at the end of Proverbs? Was her husband dwelling in her heart by faith, working out in diligent attention to all his interests? 

    SMcCVery good. How faithful she was to every interest of her husband, and the Christ dwelling in the heart involves that, that we are wholly coloured in our outlook by His interests. We need help, and I believe the Lord would help us as to this matter of our links with Christ in this glorious state by the Spirit, so that business should not have too much of a place, the Lord would help us in regard to getting lightened as to the world and the worlds goods. Over against Philadelphia, Laodicea is increased with goods and Christ is outside. We want to be delivered from the spirit of inflationary times, and the spirit and power of money and material things, so as to get the full joy of knowing Christ in this relation. 

    AEMDoes verse 19 show what it is possible to know of God, even now in these mortal bodies? 

    SMcCYes, it does, how great it is, what we are privileged and what it is possible to reach by the Fathers Spirit, and the Christ dwelling in our hearts, and knowing the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge. What a fine reference that is, alluding to His deity as we know, and yet His humanity is everything to us in the realm, and then it says, that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God. Every individuality in this glorious realm held in divine fixedness as filled to all the fulness of God. 

    AHWhen the apostle was leaving these brethren, he says to them, And now I commit you to God, 

    and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and give to you an inheritance among all the sanctified, Acts 20: 32. Would you think in the principle of the thing, this prayer is like that? 

    SMcCVery good, and I think that word being rooted and founded in love is embedded in that chapter; that is you can see that Paul is rooted and founded in love. It is not just a passing whim with Paul, a sudden show of love as you pass a brother or a sister, he was rooted and founded in it. So if a Eutychus falls, he is not concerned about going on with his address, he will interrupt for a moment and go down and embrace him, and resuscitate him for his life was still in him. I believe that rooted and founded in love is seen in that chapter, and it is a good thing for us all to take account of in our localities because we have got a lot to learn in our relations with one another, as to this matter of being rooted and founded in love. 

    RHSDoes verse 18 help us in that way, in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; I was thinking of his reference all the saints? 

    SMcCNot one of them is out of your mind. You are not partisan, you are not thinking of a sectional idea, you are not thinking of a few, of those that you get along socially well with, or those who are of your own social level; it is all the saints, heavens best are in your affections. 

    CWO'LMWhat is the object in view in the saints being filled even to all the fulness of God? 

    SMcCI think it is to show the glorious state of things in Christianity, that there is nobody there with a want in that realm, there is nobody there with something that has not been met, they are filled (that is the matter is complete), to all the fulness of God. It is not into it, but to it; it is all that God is as known in Christ in the outshining of Himself in His nature, we are filled to it. 

    GHSPDoes it bring out the unique glory of the assembly that as the outcome of divine workmanship there is a vessel capable of containing what has come out as to God and answering to it? 

    SMcCThat is it, that is what we should see, the glory of divine workmanship, and how it should touch our souls that the great Divine Operator, speaking reverently, has seen that we have a place right in the centre of this vast domain of glory with Himself. 

    FWKYou referred to Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith as having an individual bearing, does filled even to all the fulness of God have an individual bearing? 

    SMcCI think our individualities are involved in it because the prime thought in Ephesians is sonship, and sonship involves our individualities, so that every individuality is in this glorious realm contemplated with nothing lacking, filled to all the fulness of God. The fulness of God involves infinitude as we have been taught, but we are not lost in the presence of it, we are filled to it. 

    AHAnd in being filled to it in this wonderful position, we are right alongside what is well-known to us, the love of the Christ. 

    SMcCJust so. It is what has engaged us every first day of the week so wondrously, and that which we have grown in the apprehension and appreciation of, we trust every first day of the week; it is right there. 

    JTSWould the word in Johns first epistle, God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him (chapter 4: 16), be at all like this? 

    SMcCYes, that links with what we have here. 

  
    FULNESS (WJH 17)

    Isaiah 24: 1-12; Colossians 2: 8-10; Ephesians 1:7-10, Ephesians 1:15-23

    I have no doubt, beloved brethren, that most of us have in some way become conscious that God is beginning to overturn things here, with a view to emptying them  with a view to emptying this world. It would appear from scripture that God always does that when a moral necessity for it arises. To go back to Genesis 1: 2, it says the earth was waste and empty; though of course it is apparent, and indeed scripture declares, that God did not make it empty; He neither made it waste nor empty. It says, In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and we are told that He did not make it empty. You cannot think of God making an empty earth. But something transpired which God has not seen fit to disclose to us that made it necessary to empty the earth, so that there came a moment when there was nothing here that was living  not a blade of grass, not a plant, not an animal, not a responsible creature  whatever may have been here before, which is not disclosed to us; but because of some moral ruin, which no doubt originated from the devil, 

    something transpired, and God turned it upside down and emptied it. That is no doubt why there is buried in the bowels of the earth evidences to this day of animal and vegetable life often different to anything existing today. I do not dwell on the physical side, except to point out that when God empties anything, something has happened to call for it. It says of the flood in the days of Noah, The windows of the heavens were opened, and the foundations of the great deep were broken up; behind the physical overthrow there was the moral condition  that called for it. Then God emptied the earth, except for a few  even eight souls were saved  by water. Again you have the same thing in Sodom and Gomorrah; God emptied those cities; God turned them into ashes; condemned them with an overthrow, not because of a physical accident; no, never. God never acts like that; but in His all-power and all-wisdom He disturbs, the physical, owing to a moral necessity. So, with these cities, there was a moral state that called for fire and brimstone, which is proved by God coming down. He says, I have come down to see. Such is God. He came down to see if the cities could be spared; but when it was manifest that those cities could not continue, then there was a physical overthrow. They were turned into ashes. God has been pleased to disclose this to us. I have not the shadow of doubt it lies behind all that God does. If you were to visit cities that God has overthrown by physical disturbance, and knew the inward history of those cities, you would find there was a moral necessity for the emptying. Men may say there was an eruption from Vesuvius that caused the overthrow of Pompeii. So there was; but the physical emptying corresponds with the moral necessity. I think that explains to us where we are today. God is beginning to empty mans world because of the moral state of things  the abandonment of divine light and divine principles and divine limitations. God is beginning to empty the earth. We have not by any means reached the fulness of this. I have not a doubt God is beginning what we read about in Isaiah 24, God empties the earth and turns it upside down, and in doing it He will see, as it says, that no one escapes that belongs to it. It is remarkable that it says, As with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him. As with the people, so with the priest  the religious leaders will not miss what God does. Those who take the place of priests in what is professedly of God  As with the people, so with the priest. Then it comes down the whole avenue of human life; it touches all the great features of mans life here until, as the New Translation puts it in verse 12, the scene is a ruin. What is left when God overturns it is a ruin. That is what happened in Egypt. There was a moment when the time drew near for God to take His people out of Egypt; following their hatred, wickedness, and slavery of His people. God began to empty Egypt in various ways, until through the hail practically every green thing was smitten, and then followed the locusts that took off what was left; and the people of Egypt come to Pharaoh and say, Dont you know that Egypt is ruined? Let these people go. That is what we have  the approaching ruin or emptying of mans world. The Lord no doubt used these plagues to make Israel more ready to go. You can understand as they went out of the ruin how thankful their hearts would be to leave it behind, to move towards the land that flowed with milk and honey. Every true heart would appreciate the moving out of such a world. 

    I have no doubt the Lord is allowing us  and if we are left here much longer, we shall taste much more of it  to feel the emptying. You feel it in the religious world; how empty it is becoming! There was something once which we would not speak lightly of, but as with the people, so with the priest. God is touching everything, and we feel it; He intends us to feel it in view of taking us out of it, to realise that He is emptying what is already morally empty. 

    One desires not to speak about that so much, but to call attention to where the fulness is. You see, if we are going to taste much of the emptying before the Lord comes, God does not leave us without resource; and so one loves the expression in Romans 15, verse 4: That we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope  that as the emptying process goes on. God would bring us into touch with the fulness  the fulness of which there is no limit. It was my desire to say a few words as to fulness. 

    It is a wonderful expression. You get it in relation to many things. You have this expression in the Psalms: The earth is the Lords and the fulness thereof. The earth is not the fulness; they are distinct. But what the fulness of the earth discloses is the wonderful resources of the earth. Think, dear brethren, of what comes out of the earth. Men may assume, in their pride, to despise the earth and agriculture, but even the king himself lives of the field. The king would die but for the field; so would everybody. Think of what a wonderful sphere the earth is, in distinction from the sea! Think of what comes out of the ground  what God has put in the ground. We were noticing that we, ourselves, came out of the ground. There is nothing in a human body but what comes out of the ground. Scientific men would admit that; there is not a single element in our bodies but what came from the ground. So with the cattle. God said, Let the earth bring forth four-footed beasts and creeping things after their kind. What a wonderful thing the earth is! Let the earth bring forth grass  the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree, and so forth. The earth brought them forth. The power of God was exercised, of course, but the earth is the source. The fulness of the earth is all that comes out of the earth. So that we are not exactly intended to look at a lily and say, What a wonderful lily! but What a wonderful earth! We are to look at the lily and to consider it. But the point is not the lily, but the earth. The earth is the source of the lily. It says, The earth is the Lords and the fulness thereof. The fulness is everything that comes out of the earth. 

    Again it says, Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof (1 Chronicles 16: 32). What a wonderful sphere the sea is! Think of what comes out of the sea! God said, Let the sea swarm with living creatures after their kind. These wonderful creatures are innumerable; they have their origin in the sea; they come out of the sea  in variety itself beyond us to understand; in number innumerable. The life in the sea cannot be conceived by the human mind. It is not a question of looking at leviathan and saying, What a wonderful animal it is! but What a wonderful thing the sea is that can bring forth these things! The fulness of the sea has its origin in the sea. God says, Let it roar. He wants man to hear it. He wants man to hear the witness of the sea and its fulness. You see thus His wonders. 

    I believe that helps us to understand what scripture means by fulness  which is not the thing itself. The plant is not the earth, but it comes out of the earth. The fish are not the sea; they come out of it. They have their origin in the sea. Then what shall we say, dear brethren, of that wonderful passage in Colossians In Him (Christ, the anointed Man) dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily? We could never compass the fulness of the earth  what has and does and will come out of the earth; we could never measure what comes out of the sea  its fulness. But here in this wonderful passage we have something far greater than the fulness of the earth, far greater than the fulness of the sea; we have all the fulness of the Godhead  all that that comes out of the Godhead. The fulness does not mean God, personally; but it means all that that flows out of the Godhead  everything  every attribute  every feature that is proper to the Godhead, that finds its expression in the Godhead, dwells in Him bodily, Colossians 1: 19 says: For it was pleasing that in Him should all fulness dwell  that is in the past tense; but in Colossians 2: 9 it is present, it is there now. I believe that if we got the sense of that, we would rejoice to be put in touch with One in whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily! One could not speak of all the fulness of the Godhead. Think of what is proper to God! The fulness relates to what comes from God  power, light, wisdom, patience, comfort (God shall wipe all tears away  comfort is proper to God), stability (God is a Rock), faithfulness, every single thing that comes into expression because of what God is. The fulness of it all dwells in Him bodily. It dwells in that blessed Man to whom we belong; whose Spirit we have; who is head of His body, the assembly; so that the apostle says, Ye are complete in Him. We have everything, because all that flows from God, what God is, in its entirety dwells in Christ bodily. It resides there for ever. It was here when He was here in lowly Manhood. It was pleasing that in Him all fulness should dwell. It is a wonderful expression  that lowly dependent Man here on earth  Jesus; it says, It was pleasing; it was one of the things that was pleasing to the Godhead, that all fulness should live there. What a sense of trustworthiness it gives that God could deposit all His wisdom there. We often cannot be trusted with much; we are not great enough. All the Divine wisdom can dwell in that blessed Man; then power  all power  is given to Him in heaven and on earth. Think of such an One! The whole power of the Godhead  eternal power  can be vested in that blessed Man and reside there for ever. And patience; think of the patience of God! I do not think we have the faintest idea how to measure Gods patience. We have no standard that can afford us a measurement of the patience that is proper to God  the God of patience! Think of the patience of Christ! All the patience that is proper to the Godhead resides in Jesus. It was there when He was here, and is still there. Then mercy; compassion; faithfulness  God is faithful; the totality of Divine faithfulness resides in Jesus. One could only suggest a little like that as indicating what is meant by all the fulness. As we look at the earth with all the trees, plants, herbs, it tells us what comes out of the earth; as we look at the features of Christ, it tells us the character of God, what flows from God. All the fulness is pleased to dwell in Him bodily. Bodily, I take it to mean in Him as Man. When you think of Him bodily, it is as having become Man, and as such He is the Vessel that holds eternally all the fulness of the Godhead. If the power and the joy of that came more into our hearts, and we have to face a little more emptying, I think it would help us; we would be equipped for the emptying. I do not mean to say we would not feel it. In view of the breaking of links with this world. He intends us to feel it; but we have One in whom the fulness is. The apostle says, Ye are complete in Him. You do not want philosophy, or vain deceit, or traditions of men; you want Christ because all the fulness of God dwells there. 

    I wanted to say a word or two as to Ephesians. You have another expression there that is full of the greatest instruction  the fulness of the times. One is impressed with Gods condescension to speak to us of time. One who inhabits eternity, to whom time does not apply. His name is I Am  not I was, not I will be, but eternally I Am. Time does not in itself apply to God. But in His desire to teach us (scripture says, Who teaches like Him), He introduces time. He divides it into days, nights, weeks, months, years; into periods  the millennium is one period. It says of Him: A thousand years are as yesterday when it is passed and as a watch in the night. God introduces time and times. In Gods dealings with His creatures there are various times. Job says, Oh that times were treasured up before thee! (N.T.) They are treasured; God took account of the times of mans ignorance; He overlooked that. Then there was the fulness of the time when God sent forth His Son. What comes out of time is the appearance here of His Son. The great issue of time is the appearance of Christ. That is what God brought in time for. When the fulness of the time was come God sent forth His Son ... that we might receive sonship (Galatians 4: 4). God created time to bring Christ in. That is the issue of it. There was another time God took account of from eternity; that was the due time Christ died. It says in the due time  a moment that was set apart by God in time, which He took account of to a day, to an hour  that one day is divided into hours. It is called the due time when Christ should die. These things come out of time. They are part of what issues out of time  the appearance of Christ in manhood. 

    In Ephesians we read: the dispensation of the fulness of the times  that is, time broken into sections; a time for the testimony to be rendered is one, for instance  that is the present time. There is also the fulness of the times. What comes out of the fulness of the times is this: there is going to be one period when everything in heaven and on earth is headed up in Christ  not eternity. It will go into eternity. It refers to the coming day of the 1000 years. The fulness of times when everything that exists in the heavens  angels, all the heavenly families, 

    of which there are many, including the church  everything on earth all headed up in Christ. This will be the issue of all the times. There will be a time when everything in heaven and on earth comes under the living influence of Christ. What an issue! That is why God brought in time, to have a period of display and glory when Christ would give character to everything in heaven and on earth. Time is complete then  it is no longer needed, and eternity goes on. I think that helps us to see the bearing of the fulness of time. Time may be like a moment; the whole period of time may seem a moment in relation to eternity. It is like the earth, the sea  wonderful! God is infinitely wonderful. Time is wonderful. The earth is wonderful as shown in its fulness. The sea is wonderful as shown in all that comes out of it. God is wonderful; His name is wonderful  shown in all that comes from Him, resident in the person of Jesus. Time is wonderful, for in time the blessed Son of God has appeared, and Christ has died. There will be a period when He has headship over everything. 

    There is one more feature of fulness, dear brethren, referred to in the last verse. The apostle speaks of the present exaltation of Christ (verses 19 to 23). I wonder what that means to some of our hearts?  the assembly which is His body. I could not tell you how many members there are in that body. I could not tell you how many members there are in my body; every one of them different; every one of them wonderful. The assembly which is His body is wonderful; we are of His flesh and His bones; His body  a variety of members. It is wonderful to think of that  each having a feature of its own, a service of its own. But, dear brethren, the point is this  what a wonderful Person Christ is, that out of Him should come this fulness! I do not think it is meant to say, What a wonderful vessel the church is! It is wonderful; but the bearing is, What a wonderful Person Christ is! Out of Him comes all this fulness, composed of every member of the body of Christ. You look at them. You see Stephen. Stephen is part of the fulness. Everything that we look upon in Stephen and delight in came from Christ; he is part of the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. Then look at Phoebe: a servant of the church, quietly, silently, in oblivion and obscurity, patiently year by year serving the saints  all that came from Christ. She is one of the members of the body; the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. Look at the work of God in the saints. Think of the Reformation, for instance. See men tied to a post and burnt; see them have their tongues cut out with red-hot pincers; yet they will not be untrue to the Lord. It is wonderful. It is part of the fulness. The source is not the man himself; the source is Christ. So you look at the work of God today. Think of those the Lord has raised up patiently year by year in evil report and good, serving the saints, and teaching them. Where does it come from? It comes from Christ, the teacher. Patient continuance in well-doing has its origin in Christ. So it is with all the fulness. The whole assembly from Pentecost to the rapture composed of every single member is the fulness of Christ, having originated from no one but Christ. Take a blade of grass; the origin is not in the blade; the origin is in the earth. The fish is not the origin; the sea is the origin. Look at all that came out of Christ as Man; God is the origin. In Him is the fulness; God is the origin. Look at all that is in the assembly from first to last; it is the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 

    One desires the Lord might impress us as we face the emptying of this world  we are surely going to face it. There may be a lull for a moment, but we have to face it. We are at the door of the period that is going on and on until this present world is a ruin, as we read in Isaiah 24: 12, N.T. Men hope and hope they can adjust things; but they cannot, because God has begun to empty the earth. How much we will taste of it before the Lord comes, I cannot say; but that is where we are  at the beginning of the emptying of this world. The Lord would help us to see where the fulness lies, available by the Spirit to the saints. We are in touch with the One Who gives character to the assembly, and so shall we be preserved as these things develop. None of the earth are going to escape, as it says, as with the people, so with the, priest; as with the maid, so with the mistress. 

    May the Lord encourage our hearts to see the boundless resources we are in touch with by the power of the Spirit  for His Names sake! 

  
    THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD (WJH 22)

    Colossians 2: 8 - 10

    One has been impressed (luring the afternoon with the word we get in this epistle, that there is a sphere where there is neither Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but where Christ is everything and in all. That land must indeed be as the scripture says, a land that is very far off from this world. Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off (Isaiah 33: 17), meaning that the moral distance is great between this world and the land where Christ is everything; it is far off. It is manifest that Christ is not everything in this world; when He was in the world, the princes of this world crucified the Lord of glory. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not (John 1: 10). So that He was cast out as worthless by men, the stone which the builders rejected; there is no place for Him in the structure of this world, the builders rejected that Stone. So that there is one name that always seems out of place in this world, the name of Jesus. That name is always out of place; you can mention any other name, that of the wickedest man that lives today, or has ever lived, and it does not disturb the atmosphere, but the name of Jesus does not fit anywhere in this world. 

    But there is a land, as we have said, where He is everything and in all, and I desire just to say a few words as to the greatness of that blessed Person who is great enough to be everything and in all. It says He has gone up into heaven that he might fill all things (Ephesians 4: 10). That is the purpose of God, that He might fill everything in heaven and on earth. No human lips, or heart, or mind, could speak of such a One but for the presence of the Holy Ghost. The Lord Jesus said, When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth ... He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you (John 16: 13, 14). And the confidence that one has in seeking to speak at all is that the Spirit of God is here to bring before our hearts the greatness and glory of Christ. 

    So when we come to the scripture, what I have to say is just wrapped up in one verse, For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. There is no greater expression in scripture. There are no words that can convey the profound and wondrous meaning of such a scripture, In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Our tiny minds and thoughts are lost as we think of the Godhead. What thoughts, dear brethren, surround the Word, the name, the Godhead. The Apostle Paul said to some of his hearers that We ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and mans device. (Acts 17: 29.) All the art of man, every device that the human mind can conceive, cannot express what the Godhead is like; it is beyond the compass of the mind of man. The witness to it is seen in the things which are made. It says the things which are seen bear witness to his eternal power and Godhead (Romans 1: 20.) So that the whole universe tells us something of the omnipotence of God, of the Godhead, His omnipotence, His unlimited and eternal power. That is one great thought connected with the Godhead, Omnipotence: the power that knows no bounds and no limits. 

    But then God is omniscient. His eyes are in every place, beholding the evil and the good (Proverbs 15: 3). What human mind can compass omniscience? But God sees everything, everywhere. That is one thought of the Godhead. The eyes of the Lord are in every place. Every eye that has ever been created is a little expression of the omniscience of God. He that formed the eye, shall he not see? (Psalm 94: 9.) 

    Then God is omnipresent. He is everywhere. Do not I fill heaven and earth? (Jeremiah 23: 24). David understood that; he said, If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there ... if I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. (Psalm 139: 8 - 10). Then God, dear brethren, is love; love in its totality has its origin in God. This, and many other thoughts surround the Godhead, but the passage we have read says all the fulness of the Godhead  all of it. What a wondrous statement! All of it. Everything that marks the Godhead, power, light, love, wisdom, patience, faithfulness, grace, every single thing that is proper to the Godhead, all the fulness of it, not in measure; the fulness is in contrast to the thought of measure. All the fulness, the whole entirety of what is proper to the Godhead, it says, dwells in Him bodily. 

    Now, I would like us to get a sense of what that word bodily means. You see, God is a Spirit, Dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see to whom be honour and power everlasting. (1 Timothy 6: 16). Scripture does speak of the form of God, but no creature has ever seen it or shall ever see it. Angels do not see it. The Seraphim, though they stand in the presence of God, have six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly (Isaiah 6: 2), meaning they did not see the Person, the form, of God, not even the holy angels. But bodily means that a vessel has come into view where all that God is can be seen; the most wondrous thought in scripture that a vessel has come into view great enough to contain all the fulness of the Godhead, for it is there. It says, bodily, meaning that in that blessed Person, the Lord Jesus Christ as man, the fulness of the Godhead dwells. So that we can take account of it as creatures, and angels can; for God was manifest in the flesh ... seen of angels (1 Timothy 3: 16), that we, men and women, can feast our eyes, the eyes of our hearts, upon a blessed Vessel that contains the fulness of the Godhead; and it says it dwells there, it does not sojourn there; it is not a temporary thought, it is an eternal thought. It came into view in the entrance of Jesus into this world in the body that was prepared for Him, He took a form; He was in the form of God, which no creature knows about, but it says in the New Translation He took a bondmans form, and was made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man. (Philippians 2: 7, 8.) There you have a Vessel, but that Vessel is so infinitely great that all the fulness of the Godhead dwells there. When Jesus passed through this world, there passed through it a Vessel that contained all the fulness. It is there now, the same blessed Person, for it says, the glory of God shines in the face of Jesus. (2 Corinthians 4: 6.) The blessed Lord Jesus whom we know and love will be man throughout the eternal day. Then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. (1 Corinthians 15: 28). How God is all in all through eternity is that the Lord Jesus Christ remains man, and as man He is the Vessel in which what God is finds expression for the hearts of all to feast upon, for all to drink from. 

    Now that is the thought running through scripture, of Him being the Fountain. I do not know that there is anything more blessed than the thought of the Fountain. There are rivers, there are brooks in scripture, but the Fountain is the source from whence everything comes; and one of the last words of the Lord to us is, I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. (Revelation 21: 6). You can understand, in the light of what we have been saying, that He must be the Fountain of everything that the soul needs. Everything for every heart, everything for the whole church, everything for all men must find its source in Him; He is the Fountain from whence everything comes that is good. Men today, as the word says, spend their strength for nought. They are hewing out those broken cisterns which hold no water, and are forsaking the Fountain of living waters. In turning away from Christ, 

    Christendom turns away from the Fountain and there is no other. Every other cistern is broken and holds no water at all according to God, but the Fountain from whence everything that is good comes is the Lord Jesus Christ, and it must be so when we remember that all that God is, in every single feature of it, dwells in Him bodily. 

    Now, ones thoughts turn to the first chapter of Johns gospel in order that we might take account a little of the Lord Jesus as the Vessel, the great and blessed Vessel in which what God is resides. And so it says, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And it tells us that the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. (John 1: 1, 14). There is the thought of bodily. The Word became flesh  a Vessel appears  and dwelt among us. And John says, Of his fulness have all we received. (verse 16). As he thinks of it, he thinks of every saint, every Christian that has ever lived, drinking out of His fulness. Of his fulness have all we received. 

    Now, in describing, as he does in the first and second chapters, some of the fulness that was there, he touches upon this, In him was life. That is one great feature of the fulness of the Godhead. God is the living God, the living and true God. He is not a God of the dead, but of the living. (Luke 20: 38). One great feature of the Godhead is life, and so when John speaks of the Lord Jesus becoming man, he says, In him was life. That is, life as an essential principle resided there. It does not reside in you and me like that; by the power of God we have been made living souls. The breath of God has given us life, but life as a principle does not dwell in us; we have been made living souls, but life is eternally in Jesus. In him was life. So that if anybody wants life, the Vessel of life is available to men. He is the Vessel in which life is. That was the point at the grave of Lazarus. The One in whom life is came down to that grave, and necessarily death had to give place if you have the One in whom life is. So it says, He has given to the Son to have life in himself. (John 5: 26). No one ever gets life for their souls except from Christ. He is a life-giving Spirit. The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam a life-giving Spirit. He can say to Martha, I am the resurrection and the life. (John 11: 25.) He came down as the life, and death vanished, although Lazarus had been dead four days. 

    So when Peter and John came to the sepulchre the great stone had been rolled away and the angel sat on it; and the garments of death were folded up and laid aside, the napkin that was about His head in a place by itself. The One in whom life is had been into death, and death fled; as the word said, What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? (Psalm 114: 5). 

    Then the Apostle John moves on. The life was the light of men. (John 1: 4). And the light  the light! Now we have the Vessel of light; first the Vessel of life. Wonderful thought! None of the scientific men on the earth are vessels of life; but Jesus is the One in whom life is, and the life Giver. Then we have the Vessel of light. It says, The light shineth in darkness. Another great thought of Gods fulness is God is light. God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 John 1: 5). 

    Darkness never enters where God is. He dwells, it says, in unapproachable light. (1 Timothy 6: 16 New Trans.). But when Jesus appeared in this world the Vessel in whom the light was appeared, and the light shone in the darkness; as it says, The people which sat in darkness saw a great light. (Matthew 4: 16.) The great luminary shone in the Person of Jesus. That was what blind Bartimaeus needed. The great luminary that brings light to mens souls was passing by, and the result was he saw, and the light came into his soul; the light shone in the darkness. If souls want light from God there is the Vessel of light come within view of our souls in Jesus. There is no light anywhere else. The light that Christendom had is rapidly becoming darkness, and scripture says, How great is that darkness. And the kingdom of the beast is full of darkness; but the Vessel of light is Jesus. 

    Then John goes on, We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. The glory of an only One with a Father. What does that mean? As it says further on, The only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father. It means this, dear brethren, that what dwelt in that wonderful Vessel is the fulness of love. Life, light, love, dwell in the blessed Vessel that John speaks of that became flesh and dwelt among us. So the Apostle Paul says, I am persuaded that nothing can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8: 38, 39). The boundless heart of the blessed God is there; it is in Christ Jesus our Lord. That is where the love is; it is where the life and the light are, but it is where the love is. The love in its totality dwells in the Person of Jesus. How John loved to speak of that. All through the gospel he says of himself, the disciple whom Jesus loved. That is, he had been to the fountain of love; he had been to the Vessel in which the heart of God dwelt. As we have observed, one would like the sweetness of it to come to each heart here. It says, Jesus loved Martha. Oh, if the blessedness of that could get hold of each Christian in this room, that in the Person of Jesus the Fountain of love is open to me! Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. (John 11: 5). Each one of them had come with their tiny vessel and dipped into the fountain of love. Every Christian has done that to some extent. A beloved brother has said in one of his poems, My thimble of need will neer drain the ocean. He had the Fountain before him, and whatever our need, life, light or love, our thimbles can all come and never drain the ocean. John says, Of his fulness have all we received. It never dries up. 

    Then John goes on: We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace; the Vessel of divine grace. Another attribute of God, another feature of the fulness is grace; the God of all grace. (1 Peter 5: 10). Grace is one of Gods great features, part of His blessed name. God said to Moses, I will tell you My name: The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious. (Exodus 34: 6). That is part of His name; and so the Apostle Peter says, The God of all grace. All that grace is deposited in Jesus, full of it. Lukes gospel is the development of that; John just touches it; he says it is there, and Luke takes it up and unfolds it in all its magnitude until you find at the end of the gospel a man who had been in this world a cumberer of the ground, a thorn and a briar, cumbering the ground, no title to be here, and the discovers at the cross the Vessel of divine grace. One in whom the grace of God dwells eternally; and he appeals to it. He brought his tiny vessel, his thimble, and it did not drain the ocean. He says, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. (Luke 23: 42.) When thy kingdom is set up, remember me. But the grace arises in all its blessed fulness, and the Lord says to him, ‘Though you have been a cumberer of the ground, worthy to be removed, I will plant you in the paradise of God. In virtue of what I am, you will be a plant in Gods paradise for ever. It was the Vessel of divine grace that spoke. 

    The Apostle Paul found the Lord Jesus in that way. He loved to speak of it; he himself, as he found out afterwards, a blasphemer and a persecutor; an insolent, overbearing man, chief of sinners; but he looks up and says, I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry. (1 Timothy 1: 12.) And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant. (verse 14). The grace that filled that blessed Vessel overflowed. Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. (Romans 5: 20). And it overflowed right down into the heart of Saul, and he drank of that grace. That is what is opened to us, all the grace of heaven has come into one blessed Vessel, and it is within your reach. 

    So John says, Full of grace and truth  another part of the fulness. When we think of God, 

    what do we think about Him? That He cannot lie. God cannot lie. There is not much that God cannot do, but that is one thing. He cannot lie. God is true, says the word, the only true God. But all the truth, all that is true, finds its eternal deposit in the Person of Jesus. If you want to know what is true you will only find it in the Vessel of truth, this blessed Vessel! It says, Full of grace and truth: the truth as it is in Jesus. That is where the truth is. Never mind what philosophy and vain deceit and the rudiments of this world talk about; the Vessel of truth is the Person of Jesus. The truth as it is in Jesus. The truth about God; the truth about man; the truth about the past; the truth about the present; the truth about the future; the truth about you; the truth about every one resides in the Person of Jesus. The truth is there for you and me to dip out of, in a world where a liar is active. He is a liar, and the father of it, says the Lord. (John 8: 44). The blessed Vessel of truth comes into this scene, full of grace and truth. 

    And so John pursues his thought into the second day and says, I knew him not. What a wonderful expression! The world knew Him not. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. And he says, I knew him not, and Ye know not. There standeth one among you whom ye know not. He had come down in such a guise, in the form of a Servant, that even John knew him not: but he that sent me to baptise with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptiseth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record, that this is the Son of God. That is the Vessel of the Holy Ghost. Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining. I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. The Vessel of Gods Holy Spirit is the Person of Jesus. The dove that had gone out from the ark of Noah and never found a place to rest, going through this death-stricken scene and finding no rest for the sole of its foot, was sent out again and plucked off an olive leaf and brought it back to the ark, gathering up in that way every bit of spiritual life that existed at the moment. Noah sent it out again, and then we do not hear any more; but the continuation of the story is, John says, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 

    And so the Lord Jesus as man has the Spirit of God without measure. When the Spirit of God came here to dwell in the church no one received that Spirit in its totality. He came as a mighty rushing wind. Nobody can gather up the wind; indicating the difference between the coming of the Spirit as upon us, the church, and coming upon Jesus in a bodily form. It came in its entirety and abode there, because everything was entirely suitable for the Spirit to remain there. The difference between the Spirit as fire and as a dove is wonderful. When the Holy Spirit came on believers at Pentecost, it says He came as cloven tongues of fire, meaning that in ourselves there needed to be the judgment of evil; but when it came upon Jesus, it says He came as a dove; meaning that everything is restful and complacent for the Spirit to abide there. So that if any one wants the Spirit of God, the Lord says, If any man thirst, let him come unto me. (John 7: 37). That is where the Spirit is available. Speak to the rock, the Lord said to Moses, and the waters flowed. It is consequent on the smiting. That is where the Spirit is available: in Jesus. The apostle says, I want a supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and the deposit is in this wonderful Vessel in all its fulness. 

    Now, there is one more word I want to mention. God says, I have laid help upon one that is mighty. (Psalm 89: 19.) Another great feature of God is that He is our Helper. The saint says, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. (1 Samuel 7: 12). Help is one of Gods great features, that He is prepared to help men, and it says, I have laid help upon one that is mighty. That is, the help that every man, woman, and child, every believer wants is laid, it is put there, in the Vessel of divine help for men. An outcast woman, a dog in her public position, discovered that. She kneeled down and said, Lord, help me. (Matthew 15: 25; Mark 7: 25.) There is always an answer to that. Help is there, laid by God on One that is mighty. Paul had access to that Vessel of help. Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day. (Acts 26: 22). What a wonderful Vessel! There is much more. Who can speak of all the fulness of the Godhead? But I suggest these things that we should get a glimpse in our souls of the greatness of the Vessel  bodily  the fulness abides there. 

    Now there is another work going on at the present moment. It says that Solomon, the man of glory, the man of wisdom, the man of power, cast in the clay ground in the plains of Jordan vessels of bright brass for the temple of God. (2 Chronicles 4: 16, 17). You see, what is coming is this: after this great and blessed Vessel has been introduced that I have been speaking about, there is another vessel. John speaking of it says, I saw the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God. (Revelation 21: 10, 11 New Trans.). Another most wonderful thing! a vessel now in view that has the glory of God; and it is not Christ personally this time, but it is the holy city, and it has the glory of God. 

    What God is shines out of that wonderful city. How is that made up? It is made up of all those vessels of bright brass that Solomon cast in the clay ground being brought together. Solomon is Christ in heaven, in glory, using His power and wisdom in our earthly circumstances. They form the clay ground, the mould, that which is capable of receiving the glory; as the Apostle Paul says, vessels of glory; vessels of mercy ... prepared unto glory. (Romans 9: 23). That is how the city is built: by all these vessels that have been the subject of Christ in His blessed power and wisdom, using the earthly circumstances through which we pass as a mould to form vessels of bright brass. That means what is contrary to God must be refused. The Lord is using our earthly circumstances and the things we have to face and pass through in the clay ground on the plains of Jordan, where death may come in at any minute, to be a means to form by His wonderful skill a vessel which will refuse that which is not of God., and which will contain His glory. 

    Now the holy city is the gathering up of that. 

    One loves to think of it, all the vessels that will come up; they were without number which Solomon cast. Some of them are small, as it says, vessels of cups; others are larger, vessels of flagons; but they are all coming up; they are all going to have their place in the holy city. Peter is a vessel there that has been formed; John that leaned on Jesus bosom; Bartholomew, Thaddaeus, Paul, Stephen  you can see the glory shining out from the very clay ground which he is in. The glory of God shone out through the human vessel, that mould, even before he was taken home, and all the people of God in whom there has been a work of Gods blessed Spirit, small and great, gathered together in a vessel which has the glory of God. 

    Now your part and mine in that wonderful scene will depend on our maintaining access to this great and blessed Vessel. If we turn away to philosophy and the thoughts of men, and the traditions of this world, we close up for ourselves the access to the Vessel in whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwelleth bodily. And ye are complete in him. That is, you do not want anything else. The thought of being complete is that there is no need for anything else. As our little vessels are filled from that wonderful Fountain, our measure to contribute to that glorious city is being formed. 

    I have sought to present a little bit of the greatness of the One who fills all in the land of Gods purpose, so that we might hasten towards that blessed goal. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. (Colossians 3: 1). The earth or the wilderness is not the goal, but where Christ is. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. Our affections find an object in the One in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily. 
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    UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND UNBELIEF AS HINDERING THE SAINTS (AJG 1)

    2 Corinthians 1:19-22; Colossians 3:1-4; Genesis 45:3-15; Genesis 45:21-28

    There are two things, dear brethren, which often tend to hinder the saints from entering into the enjoyment of their proper portion, and one is the failure rightly to judge some practical unrighteousness, resulting in a lack of nearness to Christ and a certain uneasiness in the presence of the Lord, and the other is unbelief, or unreadiness to avail oneself of the service of the Spirit of God to make the things that are connected with Christ where He is a present reality to us. Now, I believe these two things are illustrated on the one hand, in the history of Josephs brethren in the latter part of the book of Genesis, and on the other hand, in the history of Jacob in that part of the book, and the New Testament Scriptures which will help in relation to these two matters are in 2 Corinthians in connection with Josephs brethren, and in Colossians in relation to Jacob. 

    We well know, of course, that Joseph is one of the outstanding types of Christ in the Old Testament. He is presented as the beloved son of his father, his father loved him above all his brethren, and made him a coat of many colours, and the very fact that his father so distinguished him, aroused jealousy in the hearts of ten of his brethren. We know what the sequel was, that they sold him into Egypt as a bond-slave for twenty pieces of silver, having previously proposed first of all to slay him, and having cast him into a pit, but as the scripture says, there was no water in the pit. That is to remind us that while he had to go into the pit in order to typify the Lord Jesus Christ as going into death, yet in fact, only the Lord Jesus personally could enter into death in all that it really involved and hence there was no water in the pit in which Joseph was placed. In due time Joseph was brought up out of prison and exalted to the highest place in the land of Egypt under Pharaoh and became the great administrator of food. There was no food, in the ordering of God, anywhere to be had, save in the land of Egypt under the administration of Joseph, and Josephs brethren, impelled by the need of food, came down to Egypt to buy corn, and Joseph immediately comes into view as labouring with remarkable skill and patience and feeling, with a view to bringing his brethren, whom he recognised though they did not recognise him, into right and happy relations with himself. One cannot go into all the detail of chapters 42 to 44, preceding chapter 45, but the history is well known. When Joseph saw his brethren, he spoke to them roughly and put all ten of them, for Benjamin did not come, in custody for three days, and then released them, but bound Simeon before their eyes and placed him in prison and sent the rest home with food and with their money returned in the mouths of their sacks. 

    Now let us bear in mind that in all this, Joseph is typical of the Lord Jesus in the way that He acts in discipline with regard to any one of us who is not at ease with Himself. There are many things that operate to hinder those who are truly saints, truly brethren of Christ, from being at ease in the presence of the Lord, and one of the things that is most effective in preventing us from being at ease in His presence is some past unrighteousness of walk or conduct that has not been properly judged. Thus it was in the case of Josephs brethren, and Joseph understood perfectly, as representing God, that there could be no disclosure of his own thoughts and feelings towards them, and no bringing them into restful conditions in the enjoyment of his presence, while certain moral questions remained unsolved, and the whole point in Josephs dealings with his brethren was to bring them to a right judgment of what had marked them in their attitude and conduct toward him. Let us remember, dear brethren, that in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, God has signified His disapproval of the first man and His approval, in an unqualified way, of Jesus. His action in giving up Christ and allowing Him to be put to death by wicked men, was the exposure, in the action of wicked men, of what the first man is capable of, his heart fully exposed in the presence of perfect goodness in Jesus, so that the first man is exposed as utterly and irreparably opposed to God, and opposed to Christ. In the death of Christ, God indicated that the first man must be brought to an end in death; only in grace, that was effected vicariously in the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, in order that all those who are prepared to obey the gospel, might be brought into life and blessing in Christ in the Man in whom God does delight. 

    Now, in the dreams that Joseph had, there was clear indication that God intended that Joseph should be supreme, and it was that that stirred up, in addition to the fact that Jacob his father showed him preference, the jealousy and hatred of his brethren, and likewise with us every working of our own flesh and our own wills, is really hostility to Christ. It is really that the flesh in us resents being set aside, resents what God has already given testimony to in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, that the first man must go and that Christ only must be exalted, One who always delighted in the will of God, and afforded unfailing pleasure to the heart of God in every detail of His path here, and is now established in the presence of God for His abiding pleasure. Hence the jealousy of Josephs brethren is but a picture of the working of the natural heart in every one of us, save as we are brought into true subjection to Christ and the Holy Spirit, that refuses to have self set aside in order that Christ may have the place that God intends He shall have. 

    Joseph was dealing in wonderful skill with his brethren, and Genesis 45 indicates the end to which Joseph was working, Come near to me, I pray you. His heart was in it, and when they did come near to him, he kissed them, and he spoke to them and they to him. Moreover, he proposed to them that they and their wives and little ones were to come to him and he would maintain them, so that there was nothing in the heart of Joseph for them but perfect blessing in nearness to himself, but conditional on the right moral relations being maintained. So long as anything contrary to God was being cherished or excused, there could be no enjoyment of nearness to himself. Hence he adopted measures which seemed severe, but at the same time, if we read the history, we find that his heart was greatly moved, that he turned aside to weep more than once. This ought to affect us, if we realise how much pain and sorrow we cause to the heart of Christ if we are going on with any kind of unrighteousness. It brings in distance from Himself and the Lord feels it. It is not His desire, so here Joseph moves in remarkable skill, combining severity with remarkable grace, for he not only gave them the food that they needed, but returned their money in their sacks. We have to be established in grace, or the Lord will never effect anything with us. It is a great thing to be established in grace, and Joseph, in his dealings with his brethren, maintained that principle that everything that they received must be on the principle of pure grace, and therefore their money was returned to them in the mouth of their sacks. 

    But then he said that they would not see his face unless they brought their youngest brother with them. Now the youngest brother was Benjamin, and of the ten brothers who up till then had come down to Joseph, six were sons of Leah, two sons of Bilhah and two were sons of Zilpah. Joseph was a son of Rachel and Benjamin was a son of Rachel. All the twelve were sons of the same father, but they were sons of different mothers, and Joseph insisted that their younger brother Benjamin must come down with them next time they came, or they should not see his face. I believe that Benjamin, as being of the same mother as Joseph, represents a subjective answer to the truth; that is, Joseph is a type of Christ, and Benjamin as born of the same mother as Joseph, represents a subjective correspondence in the saints to Christ, and Joseph in insisting that they should not see his face again unless their younger brother was with them, was raising with them the exercise as to what was befitting in those who were sons of Jacob. Jacob the patriarch; what is befitting in those who are born of God, so to speak. That is, we are kindred to Christ, thank God, we are kindred to Christ. We remember well how the Lord Jesus, on the morning of His resurrection, said to Mary Magdalene, Go to my brethren, and say to them, I ascend to my father and your Father, and to my God and your God. We are brethren of Christ, but what befits those who are brethren of Christ? In the conduct of the ten brothers there was that which was entirely unbefitting to the brethren of Joseph, and in saying that they should not see his face unless Benjamin was with him, I believe he was, in type, raising exercises with them as to what was befitting to those who were really the brethren of Christ. 

    Well, we know that in the sequel, Benjamin does come down with them, and the result is that they are brought into Josephs house and partake at his table and he speaks to them graciously and he sends them back again with further corn in their sacks and again with their money returned, including the money for the first supply of food, which they had brought back again. He is emphasising, insisting on, the principle of grace, feeding them, encouraging them, so to speak, as soon as they begin to move on right lines. As soon as we begin to move on right lines, we shall find God is supporting us. God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. One often reminds oneself of that, dear brethren. There is always a way in which we may receive grace from God. Whatever it may be we are having to face in our own soul exercises, there is a way in which we can surely secure grace from God, and that is by humbling ourselves. 

    But then as Joseph sent them back again the next time, he tells his servant to put his silver cup in the sack of the youngest, and then to pursue after them and charge them with stealing his cup, and the servant does that, and they let down their sacks to the ground and opened them out, and the servant searched carefully, beginning at the eldest right down to the youngest. It is a question now of the Holy Spirit, for the servant is a type of the Spirit of God pursuing His work with us. Everyone is to let down his sack, what we are carrying, and have it searched diligently, and the Spirit of God would subject every one of us to a searching process. What for? What does Josephs cup represent? It was that out of which he drank. It evidently suggests that which is intended to minister pleasure to the heart of Joseph, and I believe he was seeking to bring home to his brethren that in their past conduct what had really marked them was that they had robbed him of his pleasure. That is, applying it to ourselves, any conduct on our part unworthy of us as saints, is robbing Christ of His pleasure. Every one of them had to be subjected to that searching examination on the part of the servant, as to whether he was the one who was robbing Christ, so to speak, of the pleasure He was entitled to expect from His people, a very searching process, dear brethren. So the cup was found in the sack of Benjamin. Of course, we well know that Benjamin was not guilty. I have no doubt that all was in wisdom, because if any saints in a locality are going on with anything marking them that hinders liberty with God, something amongst them that has not been judged, those who are personally without blame, as well as those who are to blame, must all share the blame together, and indeed those personally free from blame are those most able to accept responsibility for it. And so the cup was found in the sack of Benjamin, one against whom there was no charge, but then he was identified with his brethren, and they are brought back again to Josephs presence, and in chapter 44, Judah, who acts as spokesman for them, does not attempt to say he is quite sure that the cup was not stolen. He says, God has found out the iniquity of thy servants, showing that the whole history is not to be regarded literally, but morally, and the idea in the whole history is that, as the result, first of Josephs skilful acting, combining severity with grace and insisting on their bringing the younger brother, and finally the searching process of the servant, the Spirit of God, the brethren are brought to acknowledge what was iniquitous about them. It had happened twenty-two years before and it had never been faced or bottomed, but now the Lord, I use Joseph as a type of the Lord, was bringing it to light, and as the result of all the searching, Judah says that God had found out their iniquity. He does not attempt to excuse it, or explain it away, he is there in full confession. 

    He is prepared now to lay down his life for the brethren, because when Joseph proposes that Benjamin should stay as a bondman, Judah comes forward and offers himself in Benjamins stead. He is now coming forward, on the one hand, having completely judged on behalf of himself and his brethren what had marked them that was so evil, and on the other hand, as marked by the spirit of Christ, prepared to lay down his life for his brethren. 

    I have just indicated all that in order to show what I believe is the moral line of teaching in this part of the history. Now we come to chapter 45, where it says that Joseph could not refrain himself any longer and he says, I am Joseph, and Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither for God did send me before you to preserve life. That is to say, that now that they have come to acknowledge the truth and to judge themselves in relation to it, Joseph is assuring them that nothing whatever is lost, but that everything now for their blessing is secured and established in himself. That is where I link on the passage with the verses in 2 Corinthians. The apostle Paul found that there were certain at Corinth who were charging him with vacillation, saying one thing at one time and another thing at another, what he describes as yea and nay; that is, his word could not be relied upon. He passes that over lightly, and says, For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea. He does not admit the charge of vacillation, he explains why it was that he changed his plans and gave some who opposed him occasion to suggest that he was vacillating, but having done that he says, the One whom I have presented is not marked by vacillation, no yea and nay about Him. In Him is the yea; that is, the absolute confirmation of every promise of blessing which God has in His heart for us is there in Christ. Whatever promises of God there are, in Him, in the Son of God, is the yea and in Him the amen, for glory to God by us. 

    Now I understand that to mean this, that whatever promises of God in the way of blessing for men there have been, and there have been many promises, the fact that man has proved to be a failure, has sinned and come short of the glory of God, has become exposed to His judgment and liable to death, has not in any way thwarted God in carrying through His thoughts of blessing for men. He has found a resource in the person of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. The Son of God has come, and in the coming in of the Son of God, we not only have a glorious Man who is entirely apart from the sinful history of the first man, who has had no part in it, nor could He have part in it, for He is entirely holy and sinless, but He has brought in an entirely new order of manhood. Although come of a woman, come of Davids seed, truly a man, yet He brought in an entirely new order of manhood. That being so, and He being who He is, He was great enough in Himself, by means of His death, to take up and remove every liability that lay upon men. All that had come in through sin has been perfectly met in the precious death of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the death and burial of Christ, man himself has been vicariously removed from before the eye of God. There is one Man in the presence of God in whom there is no failure, in whom God finds pleasure of a most complete kind, and He is One great enough in His Person to communicate His own life as Man to men. The last Adam, it says, is a quickening Spirit. How glorious that is! It is the way by which God effects all His promises of blessing in spite of the failure of the first man. He has brought in another Man, and everyone who turns to Him in faith, receives life in Him. That is a very blessed thing. It shows in a most indisputable way that God is absolutely for us. In Christ is the yea. In Him is not only the yea, but there is also in Him the amen. The yea is the positive setting forth of the thing in an indisputable way from God to us. The amen is the perfect answer to it in a Man. In Christ we see a perfect answer in Man to all that shines out from God through Him. In Christ there is a Man who affords infinite pleasure to the heart of God, and we are before God in Him. That is a wonderful thing to come to, and it goes on to say in Corinthians, Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, is God. God has done that by giving us the Spirit. He has firmly established us in Christ. That is what results from the giving of the Spirit. We are absolutely set up before God in an abiding way in Christ, the Son of God. That is a very establishing thing. And then it says, who also has sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 

    To go back to Joseph, he now called upon them not to be grieved, nor angry, for God did send me before you to preserve life, and again in verse 7, And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth. That is, once we have come to complete self-judgment, then in the light of the death of Christ, we are entitled to have done with the past and no longer to refer to it. If God has closed up the history of the man that has sinned, so long as you are in accord with it in your conscience and heart, there is no occasion to refer to it any longer, and you can rejoice in the One who has established every thought of blessing that is in His heart. Joseph was anxious that they should be no longer grieved with themselves. He even says that it was not their action that brought him there, it was God who did it. All that we have done necessitated the death of Christ, but once we are in accord with that death in our mind and heart, we are entitled to say God has done it; sending Christ before us that, having accomplished redemption, He might take His place in the presence of God as the last Adam, in whom we live and in whom He has set us up before Him for His pleasure. 

    Paul says in Corinthians, not only that he that establishes us with you in Christ is God, but also that He has anointed us. That is, there is now power; the anointing is power, and it is also character. It means that in the Spirit we have power to walk in a way that is worthy of the saints of God, worthy of those that belong to Christ. The anointing gives character too. It would impress the character and grace of Christ upon those who are His. It is not only a question of light, but also a question of power in the Spirit that answers to the light, so that we are not only conscious that we are established by God in Christ for His pleasure, but we have power in the anointing to walk here worthily of that position. It says further, that He has sealed us. That is most touching. It means that God has put His own mark upon us. The Spirit is that, the indication of divine ownership, that we belong to God; it is a very blessed thing to carry in our souls the sense of it. The Spirit is witness to us. The anointing works out in something that can be seen publicly, but the sealing is a private matter, that everyone carries the sense of in his soul, that he belongs to God. God has put the mark of His approval and ownership upon each one. And finally, He has given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. The earnest is the power by which divine things can be entered upon now, so that their enjoyment is already known. 

    One must now refer briefly to Colossians in connection with Jacob in this part of Genesis. It is not a question of some past unrighteousness that has not been judged, but a question with Jacob of unbelief in regard of Josephs being living and being in a glorified position. Joseph as in the position that he was filling in Egypt, so great among the Gentiles, in that way answers to Christ as presented in Colossians. At the end of Colossians 1, we read, Now, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly; of which I became minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given me towards you to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but has now been made manifest to his saints; to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory. What Paul gloried in was, that the mystery, the truth concerning the assembly, the body of Christ, gave Christ a great place among the Gentiles. In practically all Gods ways previously, save in isolated instances, blessing was connected with His earthly people, Israel, but now God has brought in that which had been hidden as a mystery from the ages. God has now revealed His choicest thought, that out of all nations, and especially from among the Gentiles, He has gathered out, by the gospel, a body of persons who form the assembly, the body of Christ. Paul gloried in that, that Christ was among the Gentiles, and that is typified by Joseph in this part of his history. He has been separated from his brethren, according to Genesis 49 and Deuteronomy 33, pointing to Christ separated from Israel by death and resurrection, and He is great among the Gentiles. Jacob was not in the light of that. Joseph was in glory, having a wonderful position which God had given him, but Jacob was entirely unaware of it, and even when his sons told him that Joseph was still alive, he did not believe. 

    It is this which often hinders true believers, that they are not in their souls in the light of the glorious position that Christ has at the right hand of God and of the assembly as given to Him, His body. It is not a question of things on the earth being our concern. We have to go through the world as pilgrims and strangers, fulfilling righteousness, having our part in the testimony, proving His mercy and faithfulness to us while we are in the world, but our real interests are bound up with Christ and the assembly, and Christ is at the right hand of God. Jacob was entirely unaware of all this, and Joseph told his brethren to tell his father of all his glory in the land of Egypt, and Pharaoh himself commanded them to take waggons. The waggons refer to the power there is in the Spirit to carry us in our thoughts and affections to Christ in glory and sustain us in relation to heavenly things, that is the assembly. 

    It says of Joseph that to each of his brethren he gave changes of raiment. That is a very important thing, dear brethren, that we are to have put off the old man with his deeds and put on the new. We need change of raiment as saints. He gave a special portion to Benjamin. He sent food for his father, and sent away his brethren and told them not to fall out by the way, a very practical matter we always have to see to. And they told him, saying, Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt; and his heart fainted, for he did not believe them; and they spoke to him all the words of Joseph, which he had spoken to them, and he saw the waggons that Joseph had sent to carry him, and the spirit of Jacob their father revived. It is a question of our just awaking to the fact that the Spirit of God has come down from Christ in glory for the express purpose of connecting us in our faith and affections with Himself where He is and opening up to us that where He is, He is the centre of a great system of glory which has its existence in the purpose of God, which has now begun in Christ and the assembly. Other things are to be brought into display in due time; many families in heaven and earth are to be brought into view, all headed up in Christ, but for the moment the great thing is the assembly, the body of Christ, a vessel being formed now capable of entering sympathetically and intelligently into every interest of Christ and having part with Him in it. If He is engaged with maintaining the service of God, an answer to the heart of God as He is revealed, we will be thoroughly with the Lord in it, going along with Him in every exercise, following up every bit of light and help He gives in relation to it, because it is a question of our having part with Him in every interest of His, just as a true wife expects to have an interest in every interest of her husband. 

    If it is a question of maintaining the testimony here on earth for the moment, in a way that is worthy of God, the assembly is the vessel of that too. Hades gates shall not prevail against it. We want to learn from the Lord to handle matters of administration in a way that is worthy of the blessed God, a way that is morally above the level of this world. So it says in Colossians, If ye then be risen with Christ. The if is not a question of doubt, but a question rather of setting forward the first part of the sentence, so to speak, as a certain position taken up, and the rest is what necessarily follows from it. He says, if this is the position that you are risen with Christ, then seek those things that are above. Colossians is very much a question of with Christ, dead with Him, buried with Him, raised with Him, quickened together with Him. It is a question of with Christ, 

    our affections being in the matter. Thus Christ was buried and we are buried with Him. We do not want a place in this world where Christ is not. If Christ has been raised from the dead, as He has, we are entitled to take account of ourselves as risen with Him and quickened together with Him. God works in our affections with that in view. Four times this expression the Christ comes in in these four verses. That is, it is Christ personally viewed as the One who is the centre of all Gods thoughts, the One to whom the assembly belongs, who is shortly to be seen as the Head of the whole universe. It is the Christ. If therefore, ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God: have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth. That, so to speak, is the boundary of our inheritance. The children of Israel had certain well defined boundaries, but for us it is not things on the earth, for our inheritance lies beyond death where the Christ is. For ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. That is where our life is hid. Christ is hidden in God. He is hidden from the eyes of men for the moment. He will shortly appear, but for the moment is hidden in God. God has raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand, but men cannot see Him. They have no idea that He is there, nor of the things connected with Him there. He is hidden in God until the moment comes in the ways of God, and He knows the moment when the Christ shall appear, and when the Christ shall appear, or be manifested, then we also shall appear with Him in glory. In the meantime, let us be content to be hidden in regard of things here, but to be very much alive in regard to our affections and interests in relation to the assembly, which is the body of Christ. Things which are above does not mean things literally in heaven, but things morally above, the things to be found in the assembly, because the assembly is of Christ and belongs to Him, and the things connected with the assembly are completely above the level of this poor world. 

    May the Lord graciously stimulate us in this direction. On the one hand, if there are any here at all in the case that Josephs brethren were in, something remaining unjudged which brings in distance between themselves and the Lord, disqualifying them from having part in any effective way in the service of God, the Lords word is, Come near to me, I pray you. The Lord has intense feelings in regard of us and would operate in our souls to set us free from everything that disqualifies us, that we might be maintained in nearness to Him. There will I maintain thee. And on the other hand, if we are at all like Jacob, unbelieving in regard to the position that Christ fills in relation to the assembly, and the service and power of the Holy Spirit to make these things real to us, then I say, Let us awake. Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. That is what happened in Jacobs case, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. And Israel said, It is enough: Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before I die. May the Lord graciously bless the word. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 3 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 3:5-17

    CACIn verse 5 we see what man is apart from the influence of heaven. The saints as having died and been raised with Christ are to seek the things above and have their minds set on them; they are under the influence of heaven. Apart from that, regarded as on earth, there are our members and they have to be put to death. 

    QuesIs this different from mortifying the deeds of the body in Romans 8? 

    CACIn Romans the deeds of the body are put to death by the Spirit; the Spirit is the power. But in Colossians the saints are viewed as having power in themselves. As having come under the influence of Christ they have been spiritually led to take up the position of being dead with Christ, and being raised with Him. They are formed in the divine nature, so are viewed as capable of putting to death their members which are upon the earth, and putting off the habits which do not belong to what is of God. 

    The apostle had spoken of Christ being our life, so it would be a very serious and solemn thing if the saints took the place of living on earth, living in these things. 

    QuesWould the putting to death be continuous, or is it what has been done? 

    CACIt supposes what has been done effectually, so that no quarter is to be given to these things. The thing is done in such an effectual way that it abides. The saint is to have his members on the earth in the place of death. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between circumcision and the circumcision of Christ? 

    CACThe circumcision of Christ is what has been effected in the death of Christ; the flesh was cut off there definitely and for ever. The saints have to come into the intelligence of that and the practical result of it. But circumcision is something carried out in ones spirit, it is not exactly what we do. Here it is something we do. We put to death certain members, and put off certain habits. Circumcision is that, in the light of what was effected in the death of Christ, we are prepared in spirit to let go every thought of flesh as anything which could be improved or corrected. We must come to it in our spirits. 

    RemThere are two categories here, and the first is more wicked. 

    CACThe first are things that belong to the nature of man as fallen and alienated from God on earth; they are indigenous to his nature. They are all glossed over in the world, but they are just what man is. There is a difference between things to be put to death, and those to be put off. The last are habits: anger, malice, blasphemy, vile language. These are habits we may drop into, but they are to be put off. 

    RemThe first list is part of ourselves, but the other things are habits. For instance, a child brought up in a christian household would not have such habits, but the other things are part of him. 

    CACYes, such habits as blasphemy and vile language. 

    Everybody is not in the habit of using vile language, but if there has been such a habit, it is to be put off. So with things like anger and malice, they are easily acquired; it is easy enough to give place to anger and wrath, and the more we give place to them the less ability we have to control them. 

    RemThese things come out of the mouth. 

    CACPeter could say that nothing common or unclean had entered his mouth, but he could not say that nothing of that kind had come out of his mouth! Then the saints have to be told not to lie one to another; this is not a needless exhortation. Lying is serious, because it indicates that the old man has been retained. The object of lying is to present something more favourable to oneself than is really true; or else to present something more unfavourable to another than is true. There is no object or reason for doing such things, no tendency, if we have put off the old man and put on the new. Some people have the greatest difficulty in saying neither more nor less than what is true. They must add a little touch to make it more impressive or telling  they must colour the picture, even when there is no motive for doing so save the desire to make an impression on the hearer. 

    QuesWhat is the force of the word new? 

    CACI think it supposes freshness and energy of youth. 

    QuesWhat is being renewed? 

    CACThere is a continual renewal connected with the new man. It seems to suggest that it is in apprehension, a continual renewal in spiritual apprehension  renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him (verse 10). The new man is continually renewed in a new kind of moral apprehension according to the image. 

    QuesThen what is renewed in the spirit of your mind, Ephesians 4: 23? 

    CACThat is Ephesians. That is a kind of top-stone to the subject of renewing. We get the renewing of the mind in Romans and the renewing of the spirit of your mind in Ephesians: here it is renewed into full knowledge. There is a constant need for renewing; it is a present and continual thing by which features of an entirely new kind are brought in and developed in the saints. In Ephesians it is the moral character of God in righteousness and holiness. In Colossians it is God who has been imaged in a Man, so renewal there is a continual renewing in spiritual apprehension of what has been seen perfectly in that One in whom God is imaged. Renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him supposes Christ is before the soul as the blessed Man in whom God is imaged. One loves to think of the work of renewing going on continually in saints. 

    We are never told in Scripture to put off the old and to put on the new man: it is always assumed that the christian has done it, because, as F.E.R. said, all the epistles suppose the complete work of God in the soul. Saints are in Christ, and have the Spirit; and as being so they have put off the old man and put on the new. Everyone on that ground has put off the old man, he could not think for a moment of going on with the old man which is after Satan and not after God or Christ. How could anyone who knows what it is to be in Christ and have the Spirit think of going on with what is after the devil! He has put off that, and put on the new; it is the ground on which he stands as a saint. It is just like a man becoming naturalised as an Englishman. He was a German and has been naturalised as an Englishman. He has put off the German and put on the Englishman. He may have to acquire the tastes, habits and ways of an Englishman, but the moment he is naturalised he has put off the German and put on the Englishman. This is the position the christian has taken up; if he has not put off the old man and put on the new he is not a christian in the proper sense of the word. He is false to the position if he goes back to the old man: it is like a man who is naturalised using his position to favour his original country. 

    RemIf I am heavenly and appear earthly it is really lying. 

    CACIt is an exercise to come out in ones true colours. It takes a lot of renewing to bring us to a spot where we are outside all natural, religious and social distinctions. The idea is that we come to a spot where Christ is all things and in all. If Christ is all things  that is what it is literally  what does it matter if a man is a Greek or a Jew, if he is circumcised or uncircumcised, a nobleman or slave? It is a question of what is in the new man  nothing at all but Christ. So one leaves everything connected with man as alive on earth  Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman  if we come to another region and touch the region of the new man, Christ is all things and in all. 

    Christ is our life. Christ has become to the christian all that the world is to the worldling; if you take the world away from the worldling you have taken his life. Christ is the life of the believer; it is hidden, we cannot show it. A worldly man can show you his life  the race-course, picture-house, theatre, ball-room  but the christians life is a Person actually in heaven at the right hand of God; He has become the life of the affections of the saints down here. 

    If Christ is all things, nothing is of any account but the features of Christ. No matter how noble a man may be, or how exalted or degraded in the social scale, it is of no account if Christ is all things: the features of Christ are all that counts. Arriving at this in the apprehension of our souls has tremendous practical results; it results in the putting on of all the heavenly features of that blessed Man. 

    RemMale and female are spoken of in Galatians 3, but not here. 

    CACHere the christian circle is in view, and we do not get beyond natural distinctions. We are still male and female there, but national, religious, and social distinctions disappear from view as being of no account whatever. One could fancy a king being converted and coming in among the saints; and one could imagine a crossing-sweeper being there. All the greatness of the king and the littleness of the crossing-sweeper would be gone, and they would be valued in the assembly according to what was of Christ in them. 

    The new man stands in relation to the place where the old man was. There is no new man in heaven, because there never has been an old one there. 

    Then all the beautiful features of Christ have to be put on, that the saints may appear, as carrying the beautiful features, as the elect of God. It is wonderful to come into Gods view as the elect of God; it is not what we are before men but what we are before God. The saints come out under Gods eye as the continuation of Christ, holy and beloved. 

    The result of the renewing in apprehension is a very practical one. It results in the saints appearing as the elect of God as having put on the character of Christ. Bowels of compassion. God loves to see tender feelings in regard of suffering or need or infirmities of any kind, and even over the sad state of man, as when Jesus wept over Jerusalem. Kindness is the disposition to benefit another because it gives one pleasure to do so, irrespective of any claim which the other may have. Lowliness will give all honour to others, while meekness declines to assert its own rights. Longsuffering always wins, and it is what pleases God. Forbearing one another indicates that it would be needed on both sides. I have only to consider my past for a moment to realise how I have been borne with. I have to mete out to others the same kind of thing which I have so often experienced. Then forgiving one another, it is really yourselves here. You look at your brother as part of yourself; you cannot hold anything in your heart against him. I do not think it is here the administration of forgiveness, but what marks your spirit as under the eye of God  that you do not think of holding your complaint as a charge against your brother; you dismiss it from your spirit in the generosity of Christs grace. The Christ is the blessed Man whom the gentiles so gratuitously sinned against, but He forgave us! 

    Then to all these we are to add love, which is the divine bond to hold saints together in the perfectness of those relations which pertain to the body. The presence of the Holy Spirit is known by what He forms. Love would really bring about perfectness  that is, relations between the saints which could not be improved upon. 

    The peace of Christ is the unruffled calm of one who only considers for God  in whom nothing has place but the will of God. It is to preside, as if all the varied activities in the heart were to be controlled by a supreme influence  the peace of Christ. What is contrary to the peace of Christ is not to have place in the counsels of the heart. We have been called to this; it is a specific object in the call of saints and it is a corporate thing. It has to do with the counsels of our hearts in reference to our corporate relations. We are often controlled by agitated feelings, but they are not the peace of Christ. 

    Then thankfulness is to abidingly fill the heart. If you do not find yourself thankful it is a danger signal to which you should take heed. Murmurings, discontent, fretfulness, are like canker in the soul. They do not honour God or His goodness. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 3 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 3:12-25

    QuesWhat is teaching and admonishing one another in verse 16? 

    CACIt is the general character and spirit of what is found among saints. The word of the Christ is the wealth of the assembly, the body  that highly favoured company which is enriched in the knowledge of the Head. The word of the Christ is to dwell in each of us richly so that we may always be able to teach and admonish when we come in contact with one another. It is one another here; it is not gifts teaching and preaching, it is the saints teaching and admonishing one another because the word of the Christ, the blessed testimony of the Head, is cherished here. When we meet we speak of Christ, and we have plenty to say! We do not drop down to the chit-chat of the world; we speak of Christ. The word of the Christ would be very comprehensive; it is what is held in spiritual intelligence in regard of Christ. It is the idea of the Christ being so intelligently apprehended that He can be spoken of; we have something intelligent that we can communicate to another. 

    QuesWould it be in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs? 

    CACThat is different. Psalms, hymns, spiritual songs is singing in your hearts to God. Teaching and admonishing is to one another. But I think singing is the outcome of teaching and admonishing. We get so enriched in the knowledge of Christ that we have a good deal to sing about. The word of the Christ takes the form in our hearts of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs; it breaks forth in joy to God. This fits in with the truth of the epistle, that the body is here for the pleasure of God  it is that vital organism in which God delights. 

    QuesWhy does it say, Let the word ... dwell in you? 

    CACI think that is happily put. It gives the idea of an immense reservoir of spiritual wealth which you have only to let flow in and have an abiding place in your mind. The word of the Christ would be the whole divine testimony in regard of Christ; it has come out now in its fulness in regard to the body, the assembly, and we are to let it dwell in us richly in the way of teaching; then we shall have something to say of Christ when with one another. What a company the church is  a people with no interest but Christ, and when they come together they only speak of Christ! The little bit of light which I enjoy of Christ is distinctive to my soul, so if I speak of it to another saint I may speak of something he has not thought of, so my wealth becomes his, and it results in God getting something. 

    In Ephesians 5: 19 we speak to ourselves in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, but here it is that we speak to God. It is in keeping with the truth of this epistle, the body here for the pleasure of God; it is all outflow Godward. It is not Christ as known here in testimony, but Christ as cherished in the body for the pleasure of God. What a delight to God to look down and see a company on earth which values Christ, and takes a divine estimate of Christ, and is able to praise God for Christ, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, which all relate to Christ. 

    QuesWould not that be a testimony? 

    CACIt is not the setting here. If we are ministering to the pleasure of God, there is no doubt about the testimony being all right. 

    QuesWhat hinders the wealth from flowing in? 

    CACSometimes the tap is turned off and the flow stops; but we have to deal with that. If we have put on the precious features of Christ in verses 12 - 15 there would be nothing to hinder the flow. Let the word ... dwell in you richly, supposes there is nothing to hinder. If we have moved along the line of the previous part of the chapter and have got the apprehension which is connected with spiritual renewing, it results in putting on these beautiful features of Christ; and then there is no hindrance. 

    The end of everything is that there shall be a portion for God. Saints are the elect of God; that is the character attaching to them under the eye of God, as the continuation of Christ. It is elect, not in the sense of sovereignty, but of complacency. 

    QuesWould psalms, hymns and spiritual songs represent stages or states? 

    CACI think a psalm is connected with the recital of Gods ways with us, with the wonderful way He has brought us into the knowledge of Christ. We sometimes sit down and turn over in our minds the wonderful way in which God has led us on in the knowledge of Christ; how He brought us from the outset and held us under influences that would promote our knowledge of Him. We think over ten, twenty or thirty years that bring before us a wonderful course of divine dealing, His ways in giving us an illumination of Christ. You sing your psalm which represents all God has done. You think how He brought you in contact with a brother who gave you an impression of Christ, or a spiritual ministry that helped you, or some book, or the company of your brethren used in some way. There are so many ways, and they all make up a psalm to show how God has dealt with you and given you a knowledge of Christ. Then a hymn is more direct praise to divine Persons: We praise Thee, glorious Lord, Who died to set us free. That is a hymn, it is direct to the Lord in praise. A spiritual song is something that cheers you on your pilgrim way. 

    QuesHas a psalm to do with the wilderness? 

    CACA psalm has to do with the ways of God, not the wilderness ways, but instruction in Christ. Discipline contributes largely to the knowledge of Christ with every one of us. God has to discipline us to break down what would hinder, and to expose the folly in us. It is all part of His ways to make Christ more precious, and that all comes into our psalm. Everything turns in joy to God; the heart has its overflow of joy, and the overflow goes up to God in song. 

    Then everything is to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus. That gives a wonderful character to everything in our practical life. Everything is to be done as representing the Lord Jesus in the place where He is not. It gives character to every relationship. There are different relations in which we stand here, but they all become opportunities for doing things in the name of the Lord Jesus. It takes a long time with most of us to get away from the idea that a good many things we have to do are to be done on our own account. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by our own account? 

    CACPerhaps the majority of christians have not much idea of doing things in the name of the Lord Jesus. They might think that if they prayed they would pray in the name of the Lord Jesus, or they would preach in His name, but I doubt whether many christians entertain the idea of doing all things in the name of the Lord Jesus. We do them because He is not here; if He were here He would do them. It is connected with the truth of the epistle; we are here in the place where Christ is absent to do things on His behalf. A lot of things would drop out if that became our standard. One feels humbled when one reads a scripture like this, as to how much we say or do that is not said or done on behalf of the Lord Jesus, but on our own behalf, very often to please ourselves. That is not christianity at all. 

    QuesHow does whatever fit in with daily duties? 

    CACIt fits in very well if we will let it. Whatever means duties such as slaves, or husbands, or wives, or children have to do. All is summed up in this fact, that each one has to be here acting on behalf of Christ; it all comes to that. With a slave it comes out beautifully; Paul has more to say to the slave than to anyone. He gets down to the most menial life possible to man, and he enlarges on the moral value of it. I wonder whether we know who we are working for? A slave might have very little in the way of money; sometimes he would only have his food and clothes, but Paul puts him in view of the recompense of the inheritance. If a slave does his work on behalf of Christ, he does it as Christ would do it, and he gets his recompense in the inheritance. What a man gets at the end of the week is not his wages. A man takes his two pounds home; that is just a bit on account to find food and clothing; that is not all he is going to have. He is going to be paid in the kingdom. It is not the inheritance in divine purpose, but the inheritance as recompense for what a slave has done in scrubbing floors and cleaning his masters boots. The little bit at the week-end is only on account for present use; he will get it all in a lump then  the recompense is the inheritance. 

    QuesDoes the Hebrew servant apply to this? 

    CACYes, the Lord has been in the place of a servant. It is wonderful to think of Him as the carpenter  He is spoken of as the carpenter. 

    RemPaul was a wonderful servant, too. 

    CACPaul was called to a life of spiritual service. One could understand the inheritance being given for the labours of an apostle, but it is so marvellous that it is the recompense for the daily toil and drudgery of a slave. If a slave has taken up his work in the name of the Lord, it puts a glory on it. One can hardly think of a greater thought morally than doing it to the Lord. We get other persons before us and then it becomes eye-service. 

    RemIf we took this up there would not be shifting about and seeking to improve circumstances. 

    CACIt does not matter what the circumstances may be, what does matter is the motive that is ruling. Do we desire to be here doing all things in the name of the Lord Jesus and continually giving thanks? The first danger-signal that flashes out on the path of a saint is when he finds himself ceasing to give thanks. Thanksgiving is just the opposite to being discontented and wanting a change. 

    QuesYou would not imply there is to be no change? 

    CACI think the path of a saint is divinely ordered; things are opened up and we go on with them. It may be in Gods way to improve our circumstances in this life, and if it is Gods way it is happy. God gives money to some to give to him that has need. If all saints were on the verge of poverty we could not help one another. The point is, What is the motive that is ruling us? That is where Gods will comes in. I do not think God has any particular will as to where I live, but I think He has a will as to the motives that rule me. If we are on the line of doing everything in the name of the Lord Jesus with thanksgiving, God can promote us, He can put us up or put us down, He can put us here or there, or do what He likes with us. 

    All relationships  husbands, wives, children, slaves  are to be taken up in the light of this, and then everything drops into its place. Wives are subject, husbands are affectionate, children obedient, slaves obedient and diligent. They know whom they are working for and are quite sure of their pay, for they know the pay is magnificent! There is no chance of Gods bondmen grumbling at their pay! Heaven and earth have been ransacked to furnish the inheritance, and all is to be given in recompense for two or three little things you do in five minutes here! There is no need to fret about other people doing wrong! If a man does wrong he will receive for the wrong he has done, there is no need to fret yourself. 

    QuesA Christian does not look for reward, does he? 

    CACLove proposes to give one. The principle of reward seems necessary to man as a creature; it would not have place if not. Reward is constantly spoken of in Scripture; it is not an unworthy motive. The fact that there is so much about it in Scripture shows that it pleases God to have things He can reward. It pleases Him to give the reward, and it pleases the saints to have the recompense. If we get suffering, and we get some word by the Spirit, that is recompense and it is a great cheer; none of us are independent of it. It is from the divine side that recompense comes. The first direct reference to it in Scripture is to Abram, I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward. Moses had respect to the recompense of the reward. God likes us to look for it. We often look for it from man and in this life, but we should look for it in the inheritance. Paul tells us his great labour was to be agreeable to the Lord; he had his eye on the future day and the recompense. If I do things in the name of the Lord Jesus, it must inevitably follow that I am a loser in this world. If you take a course that exposes you to loss, what a recompense you will get in the inheritance! Everything will be magnificently adjusted then. 

    QuesWill things be recompensed here, too? 

    CACYes, I think all these things that come in on the line of the kingdom have a present application. What is pleasing to God has its recompense here, and what is wrong gets its recompense even here. 

    QuesWhat does the Lord, typically, refer to when He speaks of a goodly heritage, Psalm 16: 6? 

    CACI think He refers to the portion He enjoyed as Man moving through this world in His Fathers love. He said, I have kept my Fathers commandments and abide in his love. He had His inheritance here, He could say, The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage and Jehovah is the portion of mine inheritance, ... thou maintainest my lot. He had His portion in God. As to His outward pathway He had nowhere to lay His head, but He had great recompense; He could speak of my joy. The character of joy seen in that blessed One was never seen before in man. 

    QuesIs every saint bound up with the name of the Lord? 

    CACIt is all privilege; so thankfulness comes in in connection with it. Each one esteems it a great privilege to be here in such a position. There is no room for anyone to say, If I were in someone elses shoes I should do better. Everyone has a chance of doing things in the name of the Lord Jesus, and an apostle could not do more. 

  
    COLOSSIANS 3 AND 4 (CAC 9)

    Colossians 3:18-25; Colossians 4:1-18

    RemWe should all like some expansion of thought in relation to the word of the Christ. 

    CACIt seems to be a very comprehensive word as colouring all that is to dwell in the saints richly. 

    QuesWould it cover all that is expressed in Christ risen and glorified, and be an expression much in keeping with the epistle, in which Christ is so prominent? 

    CACYes, I thought so. I suppose the teaching and admonishing would naturally flow out of the word of the Christ dwelling richly, that is, we have something very precious to speak of to one another. 

    RemI suppose it would cover ministry, doctrine and everything we have recorded in relation to Christ, everything that is to be known of Him, our furnishing in relation to Christ. 

    CACWhatever we may have to say in teaching and admonishing falls on willing hearts among the saints; it is not a matter of indifference. As remarked before, we do not find gifts specially mentioned in this epistle as we do in Ephesians, but we do have brothers mentioned by name in the last chapter who have exercised ministry. I suppose whatever is ministered in the christian circle would be covered by the expression, the word of the Christ. 

    RemThe idea of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs is really the response. The more we understand the word of the Christ the richer the response will be. 

    CACI think it should read, Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another; a semicolon there, and then, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God. It is always necessary that there should be teaching and admonishing. Those amongst us with the greatest knowledge of Christ would acknowledge they would like to know much more of Him, and that is through the ministry of Christ. When together in assembly we should look for a rich ministry. Admonishing would be bringing things home to saints, not pure teaching, but with a consideration of their needs and actual condition. 

    RemIt would be done in love to bring them up to the standard, to bring them into line, rather than in censure. 

    CACAnd we all feel how much we need admonition. There is always need of that because there are many obstructing elements, for what is of the flesh and the human mind is always rising up against what is of Christ. It is all that we may be perfectly free with God here, so that there is nothing whatever in our hearts Godward but what we get here. 

    If we speak to God in a psalm there must be purity; there can be nothing dark or hidden in service Godward. That is most important. We must always remember that, however great our privileges and relationships, we are still creatures, and it is most necessary that we should approach God the Father by Christ, and that keeps Him always before us. It would not be acceptable to God if we thought we could approach Him apart from Christ. 

    RemThrough him we have both access by one Spirit unto the Father, Ephesians 2: 18. The higher the privilege the greater the need for Him. No one comes to the Father unless by me, John 14: 6. 

    CACThink of the blessedness of it! There is direct access, but it is in company with the Firstborn. 

    RemBy him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise continually to God, Hebrews 13: 15. 

    CACGod comes to us by Christ and we go to God by Christ. It must be so, and that gives an infinite character to it. Can anyone tell us why the family and household relationships are brought in in Colossians and Ephesians, but not in Romans? 

    QuesWhy are wives addressed first here and also in Ephesians? 

    CACThe subject relationship is taken up first. There is not the same elevation here as in Ephesians. Husbands are not to be bitter against their wives. J.B.S. said he had met Colossian husbands, but did not think any Ephesian. Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it. 

    RemThe christian household is the ideal place for the setting forth of these divine thoughts. 

    CACA brother who had been speaking pretty fully of Christianity was asked by a worldly man, Where can we see these things? His answer was, Among the households of the saints, and the reply was, I should like to come and see you in your house. There is something really very peculiar in the christian household. It is a divine circle recognised of God. It is the divine thought that the truth of Christianity should be worked out in households. A man trying to sell an apparatus to a brother the other day said, It will bring all the world into your house. That is just what I want to keep out, the brother replied. Is there not a power of testimony in a house that you do not exactly get in the assembly? It is Christianity in a practical way. The christian household is intensely practical. It is where the truth is seen in a practical way as controlling natural relationships. 

    QuesWhat is the bearing of Lord Christ? 

    CACI suppose he is dignifying the life of a slave. There is nothing elevated about that; he is outwardly in a degraded position, but inwardly he is serving the Lord Christ, so there is a dignity in it! He is kicked about all day but he is serving the Lord Christ and he is getting the reward of the inheritance. It is most comforting to those who may be outwardly in a very inferior position and not recompensed for what they do. They serve the Lord Christ and they are to get the reward of the inheritance for doing things of no importance whatever in mens eyes. 

    I suppose chapter 4: 2 is most important as giving us the secret of power for life in the new man. 

    QuesWhy do you say, life in the new man? 

    CACIs not that the connection? This is the epistle that lets us know that there is a creation of God at the present time which is described as the new man. There is something brought in that is wholly of God in contrast to everything that was here before, and saints live as those who have put on the new man. Is not that the setting of the previous chapter? We have all had to learn that we have no power at all to move in the life of the new man, and that we can only do so as having to do with God in prayer. 

    QuesWould it be right to think of the Lord as the exemplification of that principle? 

    CACSurely. His was a life of dependence from beginning to end. The different features that the saints are regarded as having put on are features that come out in perfection in Christ. That is why we love them, because they have been so beautifully illustrated in Him. So we like to take them on, not in any legal sense, but as lovers of Christ, owning His headship. We can learn from Scripture and from ministry the truth of the mystery, the new man and the body, but when the desire comes in our hearts to take these things up in a practical way there must be prayer and perseverance in it. No christian ever prospers apart from the cultivation of the spirit and habit of prayer. 

    QuesWhy does thanksgiving come in in connection with the interceding? 

    CACI think it indicates that prayer is soon answered. It is not a formal matter, it is not saying our prayers. I wish people could get rid of that for ever! It is a real business of the soul, so that we do not gratify ourselves by the thought that we have spent an hour and a half in prayer; we watch for the gain of it. God loves to be known in an intimate way, and the more we cultivate intimate nearness to God the better He is pleased with us, and the more truly we enjoy what grace has given, for we cannot truly enjoy what is given at a distance from the Giver. Prayer is our delightful privilege. In a sense it is an obligation, because we cannot put on in a practical way any features of the new man except as strengthened by God. I wish we (I mean all believers) took on more this feature of persevering in prayer. Perseverance is to mark it. 

    QuesWould you say that it is in order that there should be continuance under Gods eye of the features of the new man? It is not natural to the old man, so there is need of perseverance on that line? 

    CACYes. It is exemplified in Epaphras and Paul, and Epaphras is a wonderful example of a man full of the spirit of prayer. 

    RemAn expansion is seen here  for us also, that God may open to us a door of the word. 

    CACThe more we are set for the development of these feelings of Christ, the more interested we shall be in the ministry. We find God is maintaining all that is connected with Christ as sitting at His right hand, ministering it in a ministerial way. That is very important. Paul was specially minister of it, counting on a door being open through the prayers of the saints. That is very encouraging when we feel that the door is largely closed in Christendom today. 

    QuesWhat is the mystery of Christ? 

    CACI think it involves the whole truth of the glad tidings. It is the pleasure of God that all that is connected with Christ where He is should be spoken of and suitably presented. It is a very great matter with God that it should be spoken. If God has been pleased to entrust the speaking to anyone specially, as Paul, it is a very great obligation that we should pray for such. 

    QuesHow would this affect the prayer-meeting? 

    CACI think it would tend to expansion. We see the greatness of what may be called the cause of God. 

    QuesWas Daniel an example of one who prayed? 

    CACYes, and in a difficult day, as it is today. All the powers of darkness are against the setting forth of Christ in the saints and in ministry; they are the two great objects of attack. 

    RemThe mystery of Christ would bring the saints in. 

    CACYes, surely. Paul in prison is a kind of figure of the place that the mystery of Christ would have  it is under great restriction and always has been! We ought to be much in prayer that the door of the word might be kept open in spite of all these restrictions and difficulties. The more difficult the time, the more the need to bring God in. 

    I suppose the truth in the apostles day went out mainly in a written form, and that is how it goes out mainly today  in what is written or printed. Therefore prophetic writings are of great importance; it is by them that the glad tidings and the mystery was known. I think it is important to pray about what is written. 

    Verses 5 and 6 bring all in. What wisdom is needed to give a right expression of God to everybody with whom we come in contact. All that we say is to be in concert with the dispensation, so our words are to be always with grace seasoned with salt. Salt represents a principle that preserves what is due to God. His grace is preached in the glad tidings, but those who present it do not fail to maintain what is due to God. So in our contact with men we have to present His grace  that is His attitude to all men  and at the same time there is a principle in the soul that would take account of what is due to God. 

    How ye ought to answer each one. It is a very fine opportunity when people ask us questions. This scripture supposes people will ask questions and Peter exhorts us in his epistle, Be always prepared to give an answer to every one that asks you, 1 Peter 3: 15. If we were really walking in the moral value of the new man, people would ask questions  they could not help it. 

    Then we get examples in those mentioned of men who were no doubt persevering in prayer and working things out practically. Aristarchus my fellow-captive, and Mark and Justus, who are of the circumcision. We learn here how little the believers of the circumcision were any help in the work of God. The apostle singles three out and says, These only have been a consolation to me. It shows that the believers of the circumcision never rose to Pauls ministry. Gods thought is to have a company of persons to whose hearts Christ is everything, and Christ in them as a matter of life, not a matter of doctrine. Christ is to be in them as life! These men are to be noted, for, depend upon it, the truth of the epistle was coming out in a practical way in them. I do not include Demas, for we know from another epistle that he forsook Paul. If we do not go on with persevering prayer, we shall wake up sooner or later to find our christianity is an empty shell. 

    When he refers to them as the elect of God (chapter 3: 12) he is not referring to the election of purpose, but of complacency. The saints are elect in the same sense that Christ is, Mine elect in whom my soul delighteth! He was perfectly delightful to God and He chose them out. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering; ... as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye. They have come into Christs place. They are children because they have put on Christs character. It is a beautiful thought to be Gods elect in that sense. He is delighted in them because what is of Christ is coming out in them, and we are to see to it that we have such features that God can delight in us. The desire for that is implanted in every saint. 

  
    THE HEAD OF ALL PRINCIPALITY AND POWER (3) (FER 3)

    Colossians 3

    RemSeek the things which are above. 

    FERWell, Daniels point was Jerusalem. His great thought was Jerusalem and the temple rebuilt. We do not look for that. The point for us is, that all will be fulfilled from the right hand of God, and all is established in the One who is there, so that it is the great centre of interest to the Christian. I do not care for political changes here; to a Christian it makes no difference whether this country is ruled as it is, or comes under the domination of another power; the only point is that we might live a quiet, peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty. England is no more to you than any other country. For the Christian everything is at the right hand of God, where Christ is; all is established in Him, and He is the Head of all principality and power. Risen with him is that you are on the same platform with Christ. In the world of which Christ is Head, all is on the platform of resurrection, but we are already risen with Him. Paul, at the end of the Acts, had dropped down a bit; he claimed to be a Roman, and a Pharisee; he got depressed for the moment, swayed by his zeal for the Jew, but he did not gain anything by it; he wanted to go to Jerusalem, and the Lord told him he had better not, but he never gained by it, for he never got a hearing there. God overruled it, but the practical result was that Paul went to Rome as a prisoner, instead of as a free man; but we see the Lord encouraging him. In Scripture you get the most eminent men, and their faults are not hidden a bit; things are painted as they were; they were not coloured, nor like photographs touched up! 

    It is a wonderful thing that God is to evolve a universe from one Man. The present world has been evolved from one man. That is what is going to be; it is all established; it does not remain to be established, it only remains to be displayed. We have come to mount Zion, etc., they are not imaginary things. The things above are there. This world is a chaos, and no one can forecast events for fifty years to come. It is a scene of moral confusion. Christianity has failed in the world; the world has conquered it. It has, of course, effected Gods purpose, but it has produced no revolution in the world; it is not peace now, but confusion. 

    Why is it set your mind on things above, and not your heart? 

    FERWe are first to seek the things where the Christ sitteth, then have your mind on the things that are above; your life is hid with the Christ in God. It is the Christ, the Head. It is a great pity they have omitted the article. All will come from the One who is the Head of all principality and power  from the right hand of God. Your life is hid with the Christ. There is no element of spiritual life in the world; all is in Christ. We all held extraordinary ideas as to life: that we had life as God has it, that is apart from certain conditions. Man in the natural life cannot live without conditions. Let a man go up in a balloon, and go too high up, how long will he live? If persons say they have life, I say, where are the conditions? We have held impossible things. The conditions of life are all in Christ. It is a great thought that Christ is available to man, and all the conditions of life are there in Christ. If we are in Christ, then we come into the conditions, and then they are in us. The Christ is our life. The Christian has to live in Christ, his life is hid in God; it is not yet manifested. When the Christ is manifested, who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him. 

    Ye are dead. It will not do to take up an expression in the hortatory part of Colossians to prove the doctrine of Romans 6. We are only dead by reckoning so long as we are down here. The reckoning may be sound and real, and true in the power of the Spirit, still it is a reckoning. Ye are dead; that is, you have come to it in the sense of things in your own mind. Your title to die is that Christ has died, and we are to reckon ourselves dead, and to reckon ourselves alive. You must take up both sides. Until a soul is in the reality of being alive in Christ, you cannot reckon yourself dead indeed unto sin. 

    Dead to sin, to law, and the world; are they all reckonings? 

    FERYes, I think so; otherwise it becomes dogma. It is in the power of the reckoning alive that you can take the death side. I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live. It is so experimentally. No one could accept death here unless he apprehended life in Christ as the Head and Centre of another world. 

    What is Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus? 

    FERThat is consistency with it; there is to be a reckoning of mind, but then you have to see that you are consistent with it; the reckoning becomes a basis, so here you get mortify therefore. I should like to see people alive to the testimony of the Christ. God has made known to us the mystery of His will, to head up all things, both which are in heaven and which are on earth. I should like that to get into the view of people, and the testimony invariably refers to what is going to be displayed. We shall be very much alive when the Christ is manifested. It will be life then, but life will then still be dependent upon conditions. We never can get beyond reckoning at the present time, however real and true that may be. We get nothing by faith, and we do not reckon by faith, but we do not get anything without faith. 

    RemThy faith hath saved thee. 

    FERWell, faith is the way of everything, but you get everything by the Spirit; we have nothing apart from Christ and the Spirit of Christ. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. Faith is recognised for righteousness. A believer is accounted righteous for God by faith; but how is a man to get the good of it? It is only by the witness of the Spirit. 

    RemThrough faith of the operation of God. 

    FERWell, it simply brings the mind into accord with it. Abrahams faith was accounted for righteousness, but we are not told how far Abraham knew that, for the statement only gives how God accounted him. 

    RemThy, sins are forgiven thee. 

    FERThat is said to us now by the Spirit. What answers to the word of Christ when He was here, is the witness of the Spirit; it is by the Spirit we know it. 

    FERWe get two thoughts  one in the end of the previous chapter, dead with Christ to the rudiments of the world; and then in the beginning of this chapter, If ye then be risen with Christ. The two things are bound to go together. You could not be dead with Christ without being risen with Him. If we are risen with Him, we are dead with Him; and if you are dead with Him, you are risen with Him. It is a great thing to realise this. We are on another platform, not of man, or of the flesh, but on a platform of being risen with Christ. We are circumcised with the circumcision of the Christ. If we be risen, seek the things above, where the Christ sitteth. When the Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. The great bulk of people in the present day are going on with the world  they are not dead with Christ to the rudiments of the world, and they are dogmatised. If you have dogmas, you must have ecclesiastical authority; on the other hand, if you are risen with Christ, you seek the things above. It is a great thing to apprehend that new platform. Christ is risen, and the whole system of the world to come will be on the same platform with Christ, that is the resurrection platform; everything will have to be placed on that ground in order to be in accord with Christ. When Christ was here in the flesh, the disciples were taken account of as being on the same platform; they prayed, Our Father, which art in heaven. Once Christ was risen, the entire platform was altered; it is their knowing no man after the flesh. The disciples, when Christ was here, were recognised as in association with Christ as after the flesh, but when He was risen all was changed, and the platform entirely altered; it is then, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. That was the new platform. The great congregation will be also on the ground of resurrection, and so Christ will praise in the great congregation. The question might profitably and well be raised, What do you belong to religiously? Do you belong to the world or to Christ risen? Faith in the operation of God is the apprehension and light of the platform on which God has seen fit to place everything by the resurrection of Christ. The promises were given to Abraham and confirmed to Isaac when in figure he was raised from the dead, that proved pretty clearly that all the promises would have to come in on the ground of resurrection. If it were not so, Abraham would not come into them. I do not see how God can bless except on that ground, for everything was under death. Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for everything; and He did so that everything might be placed on the footing of resurrection. We can see the working of things; it came in very early to try and accommodate Christianity to the world; that was the effort of the Judaising teachers in early days, and which the apostle had so often to counteract. 

    What are the things above? 

    FERIt is all that prevails above; we have to look above for all that is good: The way of life is above to the wise, Proverbs 15: 24. Every good and every perfect gift is from above, James 1: 17. There is an above, and there is a below; and they are moral ideas. There is a scene above, and all there is ordered according to God. A man is coloured by what he pursues; if it is pleasure or gain, he is sure to be coloured by these. If we seek the things above, we shall be coloured by the things above. It is a great thing to apprehend that there is a scene of intelligence above all the moral confusion here. There are many things here which outwardly appear comely, but beneath the surface all is confusion. The things above are to be the object of pursuit. God gives colour to the things above. Surely there must be a place where God abides. He gives colour to it, and there is no confusion. When Christianity came in, idolatry was overthrown; but then the devil changed his tactics, he has tried to corrupt it. 

    A French astronomer is reported to have said, that he had searched the heavens with the telescope and could find no trace of God. It was very foolish; it is the working of the material mind of man. When Christ was here, no power of man could have detected Him; He was not to be discerned in that way. There is a scene above where God abides, and where there is no confusion. In regard to God Scripture says, Whom no one has seen, nor can see. You get something very definite in connection with the things above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. There is a scene, it may be impenetrable to man, but it is where the Christ sitteth. It is extremely beautiful in the end of Luke: He was carried up into heaven. If you ask me where heaven is, I say, I dont know, but it is somewhere, and there Christ sitteth. Peter says, Who is gone into heaven. The things above refer to the scene of divine affection. The consequence of the mind of the Christian being carried above, is that the members upon the earth are put off, and another character of things put on; but these things are not quite the things above. In the scene above, all is divinely perfect, divine affections flow there, and there is no obstacle to them, Nothing contrary, nothing out of gear there. The things above are divine things, where all is ordered after God. The things above never come below; we get the result and effect of them, but they never come below. In the beginning of the Revelation you get the heaven opened, and John sees the things above; he saw the ordering of things above; the throne was there, If we set our affection on things above, we shall learn the ordering of things there; there is no confusion there; all that is of God is there; it is the scene where divine affections flow unhinderedly. In the time to come, God will bring to pass that everything on earth will be ruled by what is above: that is the thought of the city. The source of all blessing is above. There would be no rain were it not for the operation and influence of the sun  evaporation and the like. The central point of interest in things above to us, is the Christ. The Christ is intelligible to us. He is not unknown to us, and we can enter into the knowledge of Christ. 

    What are the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him? 

    FERThat is not quite things above. Things above are things above, The Lord says, I am from above. There was a scene from which He came. We are to seek the things which are above, We must enter into this, that there is a scene into which Christ has entered as Man; into which He is received with acclamation: That scene constitutes the things above. Stephen saw the things above; he looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God and Jesus; he was on the point of being put to death, and by the Spirit of God he got a sight of the scene above, where all is peace; there was One there, too, whom he knew. Lord Jesus receive my spirit; he knew that One. The rejection of everything on earth, and Jerusalem refused, and all the prestige connected with that, removes the scene of interest from earth; the scene of interest is now where the Christ sitteth. 

    Why the Christ? 

    FERBecause it is Christ viewed as the Head of all principality and power; it is Christ officially. Christ is at the right hand of God officially as the Head and Centre of the whole divine system. He is the seen, known, and recognised Centre of all reverence and affection in heaven. The glory of God and Jesus are inseparable. The Christ is not representative; it is connected with the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Him bodily, and as such Head of all principality and power. That is the Christ. Peter puts it, Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him, 1 Peter 3: 22. It is most wonderful that there should be One in that place who is within the range of our knowledge. He may be known. There are so many beautiful things connected with the Lord in the gospels. Take the end of Matthew 11: Come unto me all ye that labour ... and I will give you rest. I am meek and lowly in heart  that is the Christ. The Christ who is our life. 

    How is our life hid with Christ in God? 

    FERWhen the heavenly city comes down from God out of heaven, your life will be no longer hid  all will come then into manifestation. We dont know what the conditions of life will be. We await manifestation. We know it morally, but we do not know what we shall be. The creation itself waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. Christ is hid in God. He is hid for the moment. The things above, when you get to them you come to Gods abode. We shall dwell with God. He that abides in love, abides in God, and God in him (1 John 4: 16), and we find Christ there. It is most wonderful that we live because Christ lives. I do not live because the world goes on, or because I am a healthy man. I live because Christ lives; it is spiritually, of course. The Christ will be the life of Gods universe. When God makes manifest His universe, Christ will be the righteousness of that world, and the life of it. Everything will be brought under the influence of Christ, Christ, the Sun of righteousness, will be the light and life of Gods universe; and now we live because Christ lives. Everything for us depends upon our appreciation of Christ. It is our true measure, you may depend upon it. Christ is the life of the soul, and it is that which binds us all together. He is the eye of all our souls. Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water, springing up into everlasting life, John 4: 14. It is to Christ Himself it springs up; that is practically what eternal life means. Christ is going to be the life of the age to come. Christ is so great that He has ascended up that He may fill all things, and yet He would allow the disciples to ask Him questions, and to express their ignorance, and let a sinful woman touch Him. There are such heights and depths about Christ. He was not affected by the opinions of men here. He was far too great for that kind of thing. It is in that way that He has come within the range of our knowledge. He can be known in that way although He is the Christ who sitteth at the right hand of God. 

    The great fact is that God has come out to me, as low as I was, and that was death, and distance, and darkness, and that is redemption! Now we, by the Spirit, can go in to God, and we are permitted there to see the relations between the Father and the Son, and between the Son and the Father; and I believe that these relations and the affections connected with them, constitute the things above. Christ is the Object and Centre of every intelligent affection above. We shall be above some day. We want purpose of mind to seek the things above now. Whatever a man sets his mind on gives colour to him. A man who gives himself to science becomes precise and hard and material; that is the effect of it. 

    We shall come out in distinction by and by, in the full character of sons of God. We shall not come in glory, as we go into death  sown in dishonour, raised in glory, sown in weakness, raised in power. Death was dishonouring to God, it was a reproach that the creatures God had made had to go into death; the glory of God is resurrection; the reproach is set aside. 

    The argument of the apostle in verses 3 and 4 is that our life is hid, and we should be obscure down here. What follows in verse 5 is practical, not quite as in detail, but the place in which these things are to be held. We are not viewed as in heaven here, but we are in touch with heaven, for we are in His acceptance. If a Christian has accepted death with Christ, he cannot admit of such things as verse 5 contemplates; it would be inconsistent. The apostle says, as unknown, and yet well known, the world taking no account of us, and yet in another way well known in the circle of grace. The members on the earth are the natural vessels of the flesh; if left to themselves, the flesh is bound to work in them. The point is, I have died, and I cannot allow my members to live in that connection to which I have died; death has to be consistently maintained. We walked in these things when we lived in them. Verse 6 is future; it is a serious consideration; there are certain things in the world which are repugnant to God, and will in due course bring down the wrath of God. One wonders sometimes if we know all the wickedness continually committed, and in such a place as London, that God bears with it, as He does. 

    Legislation does not do much to put down wickedness, neither does education; in the educated classes wickedness may take a less gross form, but the character of the evil is as great. We may not get such glaring crimes in the educated classes; but their education has not any effect upon wickedness, it enables people to keep it more under cover. We should be appalled if we knew what goes on. I know, as a Christian, what I am capable of, and it is a great mercy if by the grace of God we are restrained from giving way to the capabilities of the flesh. A man is not free of the flesh till he gets to Gilgal; there is always danger to the flesh so long as a man is entangled by the world. Chapter 2 is the doctrine, and chapter 3 is practical, based on chapter 2. The Red Sea is the judgement of God. Jordan is, we are dead with Christ. It is that which practically delivers from the world. We do not get the good of the brazen serpent until we come to Jordan. The brazen serpent is on the divine side. We do not enter the sphere of life where Christ is till we get to Jordan. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, is really Jordan. We get the Spirit of life in connection with the brazen serpent. It is as risen with Christ that we are in life. 

    The point in Colossians is our association with Him; not so much in Him, in heavenly places, but down here, on earth, we are in association with Him. Our association with Him is the sense of being in His acceptance. We are in the acceptance of His resurrection. God was glorified in His death, and He is risen. He is accepted, and we are risen, and in His acceptance. Then the next thing is, we come into His sphere of life. We learn first we are accepted in Him, and then we are in His sphere of life. We may get rid of what follows (verse 8), they are habits acquired  anger, wrath, malice, etc. It will require a good bit of grace to put them off, but what we get in verse 5 is inherent in us; we do not get free of these  they are lusts. Idolatry is whatever a man worships; covetousness is really the love of money  money is his god. Idolatry refers to love of the world in any form. 

    Is a lie connected with the old man (verse 9)? 

    FERLying is the most characteristic feature of the old man; it is a great propensity in fallen man. Take Eastern nations  Chinese mendacity is almost natural, it is perfectly natural to the old man. The truth in Jesus is the putting off the old man. The apostle was able to speak in this way of the Colossians: seeing that ye have put off the old man, and have put on the new, etc. We cannot transfer these statements to the Galatians, for instance. No one really has put off the old man until he knows something of its character; and it is only in the light of Christ that we discover the old man. We have another Man come. Christianity hangs on this. The second Man is out of heaven. All that is morally divine and heavenly is brought into manhood, and nothing will go to heaven but what came from heaven; even as to our body we get our house which is from heaven. 

    What is the new man? 

    FERIt is Christ in the saints; what is to come out in saints is Christ, The new man is looked at abstractly here. It takes in the thought of all saints. As to the character of it, it is new creation. New man here is fresh in character; in Ephesians it is after God  created; here it is renewed in knowledge; that is, everything is looked at in a completely different light; whatever is presented to saints, they see according to God in an entirely new way. Then it is that all distinctions of flesh disappear, and nothing is left but Christ, and there is nothing before God but Christ. These distinctions exist in the old man, but it is only in the new man they are gone. 

    Image of him that created him; who is the him? 

    FERGod. He is the Creator. Image is the exact likeness; things are seen entirely according to God. We see men according to their natural proclivities and peculiarities; but in the new man you do not do that. You then only take account of what is Christ in them. Everything is brought into manhood in Christ, so that it may be brought within the reach of man. It is a long time before nothing is left in us but Christ. It is very natural to view saints according to their natural peculiarities; it is another thing to view them in this light. The way in which we see Christ in others is the measure of how much there is of Him in us. The whole field is completely cleared, and nothing is left but Christ; the old man is gone! Nothing is left but Christ, and He is all, and in all. The practical working out of Christianity here is in the Christian circle, a circle in which all that is of Christ is recognised. 

    We get here a picture of what the world was as to the way people walked when Christianity came into it. Christianity produces effects, even when the power of it is not known. But here we get the state of things which existed when Christianity came into the world (see verses 5 and 8). It is a picture in a few words of the way in which people walked, under the influence of idolatry when God was unknown; man found ample scope and room for his lusts, as we get depicted here. We do not see things in exactly the same gross way now, as Christianity has produced certain results; but still, when God is unknown, people will be governed by their own lusts and will. When people live in darkness there is nothing to rebuke them, and therefore what is there comes out, and that is not strange. Any one who knows himself can find all these things in his heart. I am sure I could. We never can be absolutely free of these things while down here. In contrast to these, what has come in for our faith is Christ our life. It is in contrast to what naturally prevails and governs men. Our life is hid with Christ in God. Christ is the life of our souls, and when He is manifested we shall come out with Him in glory. The assembly will come out, and give the law to the universe. 

    What is mortify? 

    FERIt is putting to death; these members have to be put to death. You have to deal with them in their conception. In verse 8 the things are more habits; in verse 5 it is more nature. Habits, if allowed grow upon you, and get the mastery in time. When man became lawless in regard to God, he became unfaithful in every other way. Infidelity in other relationships is bound to follow if a man becomes lawless God-ward. Corruption is bound to follow lawlessness. If a child became lawless in regard to its parents and broke away from its relationships, it is bound to become corrupt. It was on account of the moral irregularities which came in, that God brought in the waters of the flood. People are trying, at the present time, to prove that the flood is a myth; but it is an attempt to set aside any interference on the part of God. Things are restrained by the influence of Christianity for the moment, but when the apostasy comes in you will get moral irregularity. When man becomes lawless in regard to God, there can be no doubt the marriage tie will go. When Christianity in the power of the Spirit is gone, all check will be removed. 

    Covetousness which is idolatry. Covetousness is not so much lust here as avarice. If a man begins to acquire money, he little understands what a hold on him it can have; man worships money because it gives him a place in the world. If you love anything too much, whether money or even a child, the danger is idolising. What you love you readily worship. Money is the vehicle of commerce; it has value for what it will acquire; you can get your moneys worth. In Ephesians 5: 5 it is a covetous man who is an idolater. It is the same word; it is an avaricious man. If you get a man avaricious, he very soon becomes unscrupulous. The love of money is the root of every evil. The great thing in contrast to it is to live in the life of Christ; to live in the appreciation of Christ. Because I live, ye shall live also. It is a very practical thing to live in Christ. It is a great thing for Christ to live in the heart of the Christian, for if so, then it will govern you. If Christ is our life, then we are rich, for all riches are in Christ. Sunshine has beneficent effects, so Christ is our life. We want to be continually in the sunshine of Christ. It is a great thing for us to get into the reality of Christ, of where Christ is, and what Christ is; people are not half enough alive to it. In early days the riches of Christians were that they appreciated Christ, the principle that ruled them, and was the life of their souls, was Christ at the right hand of God. 

    There is a deliberate attempt in Christendom to connect Christ with the world. In early days the power connected with the Name made the lame walk, and leap, and praise God, as it will Israel in the latter day, when the lame man shall leap as a hart. Silver and gold could not give that. The Christian is not to live by the world, but to live by Christ. He that eateth me, even he shall live because of me. The conditions of eternal life are unalterable and unchangeable, although people die, and pass off the scene, and await the resurrection, Natural men die and pass off the scene, but the sun and air remain for others who follow. So spiritually it is the same; the conditions of eternal life remain for Christians to enter into, and that is true, even though many die and pass away. 

    In Old Testament times people lived on promises, now we live on Christ, in whom all the promises are gathered up. What a contrast to all the lust and pride, and arrogance and will of man, is the meekness, and grace, and gentleness of Christ; all that is in Christ being the life of the soul. If Christ is the life of the soul, the character of Christ must come out. The old man has his lusts and tempers, but the new man is renewed in knowledge according to Christ. In the millennium the outward distinctions of nationality will not go for much; they will exist to a certain extent, but what is moral and is of Christ will override it all, and will tend to bind everything together. The characteristics of the new man will prevail. A Jew will not make much of being a Jew in the millennium. The Jews will be a blessing to others, they will be like a dew from the Lord. The seat of every beneficent influence will be in the heavenly city; but then the heavenly city will become a joy to the whole earth. 

    We put off the deeds of the old man by putting off the old man; the putting off and putting on are the foundation of practice; they are what I would call a state of mind by the Spirit in virtue of which you discountenance the one and adopt the other. The old man was terminated in the death of Christ, and Christ characteristically is the new man; so we in mind discountenance the one and adopt the other. 

    Mortify is applied to things which you never can be free of down here, but you have to put them to death in their first conception. Habits are what are acquired; lying is a habit, we are to put away lying. You cannot help lust having a place in you; it is there, but you can put it to death in its first movement. Lying and anger are habits, and a man may put these off, and so get free of them. 

    What is Renewed unto clear knowledge, after the image of him that created him? 

    FERThe new man is characterised as being renewed. Knowledge is capability; it is the apprehension of things by which you view everything from an altogether different standpoint. In the new man there is capability to understand Gods things. The character of the new man is that he is renewed, made different. If I put on the new man, then it is myself. I have to be consistent with what I have adopted. Here, the putting off and putting on is stated abstractly; but when I have come to it, then it is I who am renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. Image is exact impression of. The putting on is really a new creation; what we put on is what is of God. You may be exhorted to put it on, and yet if you do put it on, it is all the work of God. It may be anomalous in that way. If I hear the voice of the Son of God I live; and yet if I live, the truth is it is divine power, creative power, which has made me live. A moment does come when in experience the Christian puts on the new man; and yet when He is put on, it is said, he is created. Christ does not fit Himself according to man. Nationality began at Babel, and with it rivalry and hatred. 

    What is Christ is all and in all? 

    FERHe is all as object, and in all as life. He is all to us, and we live by the appreciation of Christ. In natural things the husband lives in the affections of his wife, and for that reason he is all to her. If Christ is all and in all, that must bind us pretty much together; and it must be so. It is a perfect object, and a common object. 

    We cannot make much of nationality or patriotism in the light of this: where there is neither Greek, nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free. If we put on the new man, it is to govern us in all the detail of everyday life. In the new man all idea of nationality comes to an end; and in contrast to that Christ is all and in all. It is for this reason that in the world to come the distinctions between nations will very largely be overcome. God will be glorified in this order of things; but this order of things is not entirely according to His mind, and so we get Behold I make all things new; then it will be God and man. 

    RemWhen imperialism is crushed, things will take a simple form. 

    FERPut on therefore as the elect of God. When the Spirit of God has come to that point, the new man put on, then the saints are viewed in the place of Christ here. It is really Christ under the eye of God: Mine elect in whom my soul delighteth. The graces of Christ are to be expressed in the saints down here; we are in the place of the holy and beloved, and if we were in the sense of being that, in the eye of God, it would have a great effect upon us in regard to our ways; the great point would be that what is of Christ should come out in us, bowels of mercies, etc. It began with that; Christ came in in bowels of mercies, and the same thought is to be continued in us. It is the thought of the body standing here in the place of Christ. Holy and beloved is simple: the answer to the prayer of the Lord in John 17, that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. What is to mark us is the expression of all that is of God in Christ; it is what it is in its adaptation to things down here. 

    It is curious that the epistles which speak most about the mystery bring these natural relationships into view  that is, husbands, wives, children, etc. We get nothing in Romans nor in Corinthians nor in Galatians as to them; but in these two epistles, Ephesians and Colossians, where the mystery is taken up, you do get them. I think it shows that all these relationships have their place, and come in, God having brought all into reconciliation. 

    Does it indicate a state in which they are fulfilled? 

    FERYes. God recognises everything which He Himself has established; all is taken up in reconciliation. What is mystery now will be made manifest in the world to come. It is manifest now, in the way of testimony, but it will be manifested in display. That I may make it manifest as I ought to speak; that was to faith in those to whom the apostle was speaking. 

    How do the masters and servants come in? 

    FERI do not know that these relations will be done away with in the world to come. There are people who are unable to stand on their own legs, and God may make provision for them. 

    RemWe get a picture of that relation in Boaz and his servants. 

    FERI am not putting out that there will be that institution of masters and servants in the world to come; but there are those who seem incapable of undertaking for themselves, and God may make provision for such. The millennium will be perfect as regards government, but as regards man you must look beyond. God may recognise certain things which are not a perfect state of things as regards men; it is a perfect state of things as regards governmental order. The Spirit of God in taking up these relationships in the epistles in which the mystery is found, it seems to me to indicate that they may have their place in the day when the mystery will come into display, that is, in the world to come. The divine thought in regard to children is brought in here, and it shows that they will have their part in the world to come. 

    God takes up everything which He has established, all along the line, and all is made good in Christ. The assembly is a preparatory witness before the day of display, that is the divine thought. It is a witness to Israel, you get that thought in Corinthians. The assembly is a witness to holiness and unity; the temple and the body. Then again the thought of the flock is taken up in the assembly. No godly Israelite, even in Old Testament times, ever embraced less than the twelve tribes, as the divine thought in regard to Israel was unity. In the assembly you get the preparatory witness to holiness, and unity, and love. What has been set forth is possible, and what has been set forth in the assembly is possible, because it has been. So if the Jews were once in the goodness of God, they can be again. In the assembly you get the preparatory witness of everything. There is a witness in the assembly that in the true Isaac all nations of the earth shall be blessed; but that is but a witness to what shall be. The assembly is (if we could see it) a witness to all that will be. The assembly is promoted from being a witness down here, to having a place above. It does not deserve it, for it has not been a faithful witness, except at the beginning; still it gets its promotion and goes above. The assembly will know all about things, and will exercise a most profound influence on the earth, just as the natural sun does. The righteous are to shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of their Father, and it will have a profound influence. Her light was like unto a stone most precious (Revelation 21: 11); that is a variegated light. I do not think we fully appreciate the great connecting link which the church is with what is past, and with what is to come. The Old Testament looks on to the world to come  the kingdom; but then the assembly has taken up all that has been, and witnesses to all that shall be. So you can understand that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, Ephesians 3: 10. 

    RemAs to the future, there will be glory to God in the assembly throughout all ages. 

    FERThe assembly here is a witness. Israel was a witness, the assembly is a witness, it is the body, the medium of diffusion. All is set in movement by the body; the body is the anointed body, and the object of the anointing is to diffuse the light. We have an unction, the anointing is that we may understand. The anointing teacheth you, and it is that the light may be diffused. I take it up from the gospels of John and Luke. In the former Christ is the vessel of light  the Temple; but He was the Man anointed to diffuse the light. This latter is what we get in Lukes gospel. The body is not only in view of our understanding by the Spirit, but also that the light might be diffused by the Spirit, and that is where gifts come in. The gifts are in the administration of the Spirit. The assembly, too, is the temple, and also the body  the anointed vessel. So also is the Christ. Where was the world before the light came in as to these relationships? Loosen the first tie, and the effect on the children is disastrous; loosen the tie between man and wife, and it will loosen the second, that towards children. In America this is very evident. The first tie is held loosely, and as to the children, they regard themselves as good as the parents. As lawlessness becomes more manifest, you will get the disintegration of society, and that will pave the way for full-blown lawlessness, and the setting up of Antichrist; but the mystery of lawlessness already works. The Spirit of God will hinder until He be taken out of the way. It is a great mercy that we have divine light, and that the divine thought is given to us in regard to these relationships. 

    What is the difference of the standpoint in Ephesians and Colossians in regard to these relationships? 

    FERIn Ephesians they are taken up at their full height. The first witness given by God (Adam and Eve) was to unity. They were to be one flesh, a setting forth in that sense of Christ and the assembly. Unity is inseparable from union. Unity depends upon union; union is an actual bond, an actual joining. Unity really depends on the Spirit. By one Spirit are we all baptised into one body. We are joined to one another by one Spirit. It is a practical thing, but we are to endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit. 

    Is it possible to all think one thing? 

    FERIt is all dependent upon every mind being kept within the limits of the Spirit, and that is the mind of Christ; then we shall all think the same thing. 

    On what ground are the children exhorted here? 

    FERIt supposes the children of believing parents that they are in the Christian circle  that they are baptised. These admonitions are spoken assuming that they had been brought in a formal way into the Christian circle, corresponding to the court of the tabernacle, and the precincts of the house where the laver was, and where the altar of burnt-offering was  a place of acceptance; but the laver signified being washed from the pollutions of the world. Children escape these in a formal way by baptism, for the effect of the latter is to bring them into the precincts of the tabernacle. There are two public recognised institutions which God has allowed to remain as a witness to the truth of Christianity. They began from the beginning; for all records show that both baptism and the Lords supper were practised from the beginning. People are very unintelligent if they do not see the propriety of baptism in regard to their children. The assembly does not properly belong to earth; it is only here for the moment, and yet everything is taken up in Christ. The law recognised children. The Lord took them up in His arms. So, too, now, they are recognised, and they will have their place in the world to come. The slaves (verse 24) will receive the reward of the inheritance, for ye serve the Lord Christ. It is the thought of the kingdom. It is retributive; you get both reward and receiving for the wrong he hath done. 

  
    DELIVERANCE (FER 11)

    Colossians 3

    If we are left upon earth, there is a point for us of the greatest possible moment, that of deliverance. It is essential to us, because we are left in a scene where once we were the slaves of sin and Satan. If we consider the power of things here, Satans power, the power of sin and of the world, it must be patent to every believer how important it is that we should be in the reality of deliverance. It is the mind of God for His people, and He has made the way plain; are we prepared to take that way? Deliverance will not be needed in heaven, for there will be nothing there that is contrary either around or within; but in order to enter into Gods things here we must know deliverance. 

    In Romans 6 the truth does not go further than deliverance from the power of sin, but in Colossians there is deliverance from the world. God has provided the way of deliverance, and what will encourage us to take that way is knowing Gods thought in regard to His people. There is no difficulty on Gods side, and His way of our salvation becomes, when understood, the way of our deliverance. The death and resurrection of Christ are the way of our salvation and are too, the way of our deliverance. In chapter 2: 12 we have Buried with him in baptism. Those baptised to His death are thus looked at as having retired out of sight down here, buried with Him; but there is the other side, wherein also ye are risen with him through faith of the operation of God, who raised him from the dead. There is the apprehension in the soul of Gods pleasure as expressed in the resurrection of Christ. 

    Very often we are occupied with what we have got, but what is of importance is that Gods purpose should be fulfilled in His people; it will be eventually in heaven, but the object of Scripture is that we may be in His mind down here. The purpose of God is that there should be a body here descriptive of Christ. Faith always has regard to the purpose of God. There are figures and illustrations of His thought in Scripture, as in Adam and Eve, the woman was taken from the man to be descriptive of the man. Christ is dead as after the flesh in regard of Israel, and the Church is taken from Christ in order that it may be descriptive of Christ. It will be so when the heavenly city comes down out of heaven, but the same thing is to be true morally in the body upon earth. There are two things needed for this, one is, that those who are of the body should be set free from everything of earth; the other, that they should enter into Christs life. Sin is contrary to Christ, the world is contrary to Christ, Satans power is contrary to Christ. Christ has been refused and rejected, and if the Church is to be descriptive of Christ it must be free from all that is contrary to Him, and must participate in His life. 

    What is contemplated in this chapter is a company, not an individual. All the body (verse 19) must imply all the saints at Colosse, just as the apostle could say to the Corinthians, Ye are the body of Christ, the body which was to be descriptive of Christ. The wise woman (Proverbs 31) is descriptive of the man. She is so diligent and so demeans herself that her husband is known in the gates. When God created Eve, He took a rib from Adam and built it into a woman, and she was the glory of the man. Not one person, but the body is descriptive of Christ, and so real is it that when Paul was persecuting the Church, the Lord said, Why persecutest thou me? It is an immense point to see that there was a body upon earth in which Christ was displayed. 

    God has one mind and thought with regard to all Christians, and the point is whether we enter into His mind, or whether we keep some cupboard in our heart locked up so that we are not prepared to enter into Gods things. There is the full setting forth of God in Christ as a Man: In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The effect of His becoming Man was that all that was in the Godhead was set forth in a Man. Then the apostle says, Ye are complete in him. The Church as taken from Christ is an adequate vessel for the setting forth of Him down here, not as He was in humiliation, but as now in power. In the very scene in which He has been rejected, there is a vessel in which He is set forth as the Head of all principality and power. We are transformed that He might be described in us. We, beholding the Lords glory with unveiled face, are changed into the same image. It is well that Christians should walk humbly, but the divine thought is that they should be descriptive of Him who is the Head of all principality and power. 

    Verses 11, 12 describe complete deliverance. Saints are passed over Jordan and are at Gilgal, they are in the land, circumcised and risen with Christ, free of the reproach of Egypt. Gods thought as to each Christian is circumcised, buried, and risen. Flesh in all its movements must go, God has dealt with all that state in order to bring in the Spirit. Flesh is no longer to rule, and if the law of the Spirit of life has come in, we have, as to the flesh, to get out of sight. There are activities of the flesh, its energy, and there may be providential opportunities which enable a man to take a place in the world; but if the Spirit rules, you get out of sight. You get out of sight in the death of Christ during this present period of His rejection; but if we are out of sight in His death, we are risen with Him; we are conscious that we have cast off the grave-clothes; as with Lazarus, the grave-clothes are removed. Not only is the flesh judged, but the links are broken with the world. The resurrection of Christ is the beginning of Gods world. No man is free until he is conscious that he is risen with Christ, then he is liberated from the bonds which bound him here, to be a free man for Christ. Resurrection is the beginning of a new order of things. When Christ rose from the dead there were morally two worlds: one entirely to God, the other that to which Christ had died. 

    If the body is to be descriptive of Christ here, it must be in the life of Christ, quickened together with him. (Verse 13.) Our moral state was dead in sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh. The real moment of quickening is when there is the least breath of response in the heart to the love of God, then one can be said to be quickened with Christ. Where does Christ live morally? In the love of the Father. The Church could not possibly be in union with the Head unless it responded to the love of God. Glory is the effulgence of His love. Gods thought for us is sonship, the body is composed of sons of God, and in sonship there is the idea of a heart responsive to Gods love. For those quickened everything has been cleared away, all trespasses are forgiven; the question of law is settled, He has blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us; and there is a complete end of spiritual terror. (Verse 14.) Everything has been disposed of in the death of Christ. Are we prepared to accept this, and thus to enter into the purpose of God that there should be a body here descriptive of the One who has been cast out? What is important is, that we should hold the Head. Christ is pre-eminent, He claims the pre-eminence of love in regard to the body, such is the character of His headship to it. 

    In verse 19 we have the body increasing with the increase of God. That is love, the divine nature. Are we prepared to refuse everything that is contrary to the divine thought? Even if we have to be alone and unsupported here, let us not be moved away from the divine thought; and God has provided everything necessary, so that we may accept His thought and His deliverance. God has begun another world, the present world is too old for the saint, it does not improve; what we want is to have our hearts attached to Christ and to that world which is His. 

  
    READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (4) (FER 18)

    Colossians 3: 1 - 17

    FERFrom the twentieth verse of chapter 2 you come to the hortatory part. It is no longer the doctrinal part. 

    JSAThat is to say, the exhortations. 

    FERYes. 

    JSAI suppose in this, as in all similar cases, the character of them is based on the presentation of things we have had doctrinally. 

    FERI think so. It is all based on the way in which Christ is presented. That is the foundation of all that comes out in the epistle really. He is the centre and the Head and the One in whom reconciliation is brought to pass, and therefore Christ is the great point of interest to us. 

    JPWould you not say the way Christ is presented to the Colossians involves the two facts of His death and resurrection? 

    FERYes; because it is only on the ground of resurrection that things could be brought into divine complacency. I do not think people apprehend that enough. It is impossible for God to have complacency in a scene that is dominated by death, because death is the judgement of God. 

    JPHence death in that sense is the very opposite of what God is, the living God. 

    FERYes; and you cannot connect the thought of a living God with a dead world. A living God involves the thought of resurrection. Hence it is you must have Christ risen, because really nothing could be established in connection with Christ after the flesh. He was not under death, but everything else was under death. He abode alone except He fall into the ground and die. Nothing could be established on the ground of death, it can only be in resurrection. 

    JPThat was really the point in Peters confession of the Lord, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

    FERAnd then comes in another point; you must have One in whom resurrection is inherent, because resurrection must be brought in morally, and is not simply a question of divine power. God will raise the wicked and judge them, but resurrection cannot be brought in that way for blessing. It must come in morally and be inherent. It must be inherent in the One who could accomplish redemption. That is a moral necessity, because the first way in which resurrection comes before us is in the power of God to raise the dead to judgement; but that is not resurrection coming in morally. It comes in simply then as an act of divine power. 

    JPIt was not, as you were saying, possible for Christ to be holden of death. 

    FERNo; that is brought out in Psalm 16. It presents Christ here in the perfection of a Man, but resurrection is inherent. That is, a Man has come in who of necessity goes to the right hand of God. At thy right hand. That brings in resurrection and everything established on that ground, and death has no power there. Death has no right nor authority there. 

    GWHIs He not spoken of as the resurrection and the life? 

    FERThat is the strongest expression you could get. 

    CAI suppose it was because of who He was that He was the resurrection and the life. 

    JPAnd He is testified to in the eleventh chapter of Johns gospel as the Son of God. 

    FERThe Lord Jesus says, whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

    JSAI think what you have said is very important, because I rather think we have been in the habit of looking at resurrection simply as the exercise of arbitrary power. Looked at morally it comes in as the necessary consequence of Gods intervention by Christ. 

    FERExactly. He comes in as the One in whom resurrection is inherent, and the consequence is, He comes out as the beginning and centre of the whole divine system. 

    JSAIt is connected necessarily with resurrection. 

    FERDeath becomes the source of everything in that way. Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness. The answer to Samsons riddle is found in it. 

    GWHYou were saying every epistle takes its character from the way in which Christ is presented. In this epistle He is presented as Head. When the final system is introduced here, Christ is the centre. 

    JSAWould you not say in a sense He was the Head here personally, but He could not take that place till He had accomplished redemption? 

    FERYes. The word head is a relative term, and the relation could only exist on the ground of resurrection. 

    GWHIt presupposes those to whom He would be Head. 

    FERIt is a relative term like the head of a senate or any existing order or company. 

    EWThe head is a real necessity. 

    FERIt is necessary for order. You could not have order without a head. You have a head in the United States in the President. He is the head. He is not exactly a lord. They would reject the idea of monarchy here, but the President is more of a head than a lord. 

    JPSo that when you come to this part of the epistle the exhortations take character from the way in which Christ is presented. 

    FERI think it is a point of very great interest to us that Christ is at the right hand of God. It is to us very much like what Jerusalem was to Daniel; to a Jew in Babylon, Jerusalem was the point of interest. They were outside of Jerusalem, it was in the hands of the gentiles, and yet Jerusalem was the point of interest to them. That is found in the case of Daniel. He opened his windows towards Jerusalem. Well, it is not Jerusalem to us, it is the right hand of God that is of interest to us. Seek those things which are above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. That is the point of interest. Christ is the Head. Reconciliation is to be accomplished in Him, not elsewhere, and He for the moment is sitting at the right hand of God, and that properly carries the interest of our hearts to the right hand of God. Therefore you can lay down your newspapers, because you do not want the news of the day. Nothing is going to come out of the workings of man down here. They will not produce anything but sin and confusion. 

    JPThe point, as you say, is really the right hand of God, and everything will come forth from there. 

    FERQuite so, because the point of reconciliation is there. 

    JSAI think Mr. Stoney used to say, Till He moves there will be no real change here, although men may do this, that, and the other. 

    FERNo. Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

    JSAThe believer is looked at here as having died with Christ from the rudiments of the world and as being risen with Christ, but not actually gone to where Christ is. In Ephesians he is carried further on. 

    CAI suppose that the consciousness of Christ being at the right hand of God is to have its effect upon us down here. 

    FERThat is the interest of the mind. We are greatly affected by where our minds are, by what our minds are living in. It affects and controls people. 

    JPSo that is the literal rendering here, Have your mind on things that are above. 

    CAI suppose the mind is what really forms the christian. 

    FERI think so. 

    JHCThe mind can be controlled in a measure toward these things. 

    FERYou get the exhortation, have your mind on things that are above. It is all founded on the fact of your being risen with Christ. 

    GWHSo the third chapter really follows the second morally. In the detail you get the death and resurrection. 

    FERThe exhortation at the beginning of the third chapter follows faith. You are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God who raised Him from the dead. If you are in the faith of the operation of God that raised Him from the dead, the mind follows that. It all depends on faith. Resurrection is brought in as following on baptism. It is the legitimate sequence of baptism. You are buried and risen, that is the truth in regard to baptism. But then you baptise a great many of whom it would not be true they were risen, that is, where there is no faith. For instance, you baptise children, but you do not look for faith on the part of children, though the proper sequence of baptism is undoubtedly resurrection. Not only are you buried with Him but you are risen with Him through faith. Faith must be there. 

    JSAYou do not properly know Christ unless you know where He is. 

    FERNo. I think it is a great expression in the second chapter, through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. We want to know what the resurrection of Christ implies. 

    CAI think what you said just now is important, the moral aspect of it. 

    FERYes; you want to see what it implies. It is through the faith of the working or operation of God that raised Him from the dead. What did God mean by that operation? It implied a great deal more than the personal resurrection of Christ, because as regards Christ He could not be holden of death. It implied a universal resurrection. Resurrection of everything. Everything shall be taken out of the power and influence of death. The complete introduction of God was implied by that, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

    JPThe point of the statement is, that we are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God. 

    FERYes. 

    CAReconciliation comes in on that ground. 

    FERIt could not come in on any other ground, because it is impossible that God could have complacency in a scene that is dominated by death, because death is really His judgement, therefore in that way God was shut out from the scene, and hence all must be put on the ground of resurrection if God would have complacency. But the resurrection of Christ involves the resurrection of everything, and therefore the apostle immediately adds, wherein also ye are risen. You are on that ground. Well, now, you get the working out of it in this chapter. Christ at the right hand of God is the point of interest, because He is the point of reconciliation, and His being risen involves the resurrection of everything. That is, the resurrection of the entire heavenly company. They are the sons of God, being the sons of the resurrection. Their resurrection is involved, but also the resurrection of Israel, and the resurrection of the nations. Everything is involved in the resurrection of Christ. 

    CAIt is perfectly plain that everything for God hinges on resurrection. 

    FERQuite so. 

    JPWe could not take the ground of being risen together with Christ, only through the faith of the operation of God. 

    FERNo. You could not understand it. It would have no meaning. 

    JPI was thinking too in connection with what you said to the apostles argument in 1 Corinthians 15: I do not understand there was the denial of Christs resurrection, but there was the denial of resurrection, and so when he meets it he begins to meet it by saying, If there is no resurrection of the dead then Christ is not raised, but if Christ is raised it carries everything with it. 

    FERThe fact is if He is gone down into death to accomplish redemption, it really involves the resurrection of everything. 

    JHCDid you say that everything was involved in resurrection, because the Head of every circle was raised? 

    FERI think it is a question of the operation of God  the working of God. Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory. The power is with God. 

    JSAAnd his prayer for the Ephesians is that they might understand the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, which He wrought in Christ when he raised Him from the dead. 

    FERQuite so. 

    EWWould you say the power of God is manifested before the world in the raising of Christ? 

    FERNot exactly before the world, but the power of God has become manifest. Resurrection was not exactly before the world; death was before the world. Resurrection manifested the power of God. 

    GWHYet it was in the face of every possible opposition on the part of the world. 

    FERQuite so. I think the death of Christ was a public testimony; the resurrection of Christ required witnesses. The disciples were ordained to be witnesses of His resurrection, but not witnesses exactly of His death, because the death of Christ was in a kind of way public. It was a testimony. 

    JSAChosen witnesses. 

    FERMust one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection, Acts 1: 22. 

    EWIn the Acts of the Apostles when they went forth to preach Jesus crucified, that did not bring out the opposition, but when they said risen, then the opposition came out. 

    CAI suppose the enemy did not want any such report as that about the Lord. 

    FEROh no! They had put Christ to death and they wanted Him to remain there. 

    GWHThe argument in 1 Corinthians 15 is that if Christ be not risen we are found false witnesses. 

    FERExactly. If there were no such thing as resurrection Christ would not be risen, but you may go a point further, and say if there were no resurrection Christ would not have died. There was no meaning in His dying if there were no such thing as resurrection, and if there were no such truth as resurrection Christ would not have risen. However, Christ is risen. He says, I am the resurrection and He must rise, and there is the fact that He is risen, and on the other hand if there were no resurrection He would not be risen, because He would not have gone into death. 

    JSAHere is the passage I was thinking of; Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God. 

    FERExactly. But his death was public, and the resurrection needed witnesses, and God gave witnesses, and they were witnesses, and the Holy Spirit is a witness. So the apostle recapitulates all the witness in 1 Corinthians 15. He gives you the various witnesses of the resurrection to substantiate the fact of it according to man. 

    GLAWhat is the meaning of the third verse, the life being hid? 

    FERThat is connected with baptism. Our life has not yet become manifest. There is not much difference, except morally, between a christian before and after his conversion because his life is concealed. 

    CAAnd I suppose the christians life is really Christ. 

    FERYes. Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord. Christ is the sustenance of life. But then our life is hid with Christ in God. We live in God now. We do not live publicly in the world except in what we call natural life. The apostle speaks in Galatians, in that I now live in flesh. You live in flesh still. Not in the flesh, but in flesh. Every one of us lives in flesh. Things are not changed in that respect. Our life morally is hid with Christ in God. 

    GLAAt present He is hid. 

    FERAnd our life is hid. When our life is manifested we shall be manifested with Him in glory. When Christ becomes public we become public. But Christ is our life. It is a great thing when Christ is the life of the soul. Life is what we live in and Christ is that. 

    CAHence if our life is there you may say that our affections should be there. 

    FERI think it could not be otherwise. If Christ is my life I am concerned for everything that is of Christ and for Christ down here. I live in Christ. 

    CAThen you could say the saints have the first place. 

    FERTake Paul; he says, I, through law, have died to law, that I may live to God. I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me, Christ was his life. 

    GBMWould you say the third verse in a way supports the exhortation of the first two verses; that there is every reason for our interest being at the right hand of God? 

    FERI think so. It gives you not simply the platform  the first two verses give you that  but the third verse is the filling out. It is the substance. You are dead and your life is hid. The life is the substance. 

    GBMAnd you connect that thought with what you had last night, how far does Christ influence your mind? 

    FERI think so. Whoso findeth me findeth life. People live in all sorts of things. Many live simply in their family, and the life of a vast number more is their business or profession, or it may be in pleasure or reading. That is where the life of people is. The point is, 

    Christ is our life, and if He is our life we live in Him. Whoso findeth me findeth life. 

    CAThe Lord could say, I am the living bread which came down from heaven. 

    FERExactly. He that eateth me, even he shall live by me. Christ is the expression of all the grace that heaven could devise. Take that in. It is a great thought. 

    GWHAnd in Christ it is available for mans appropriation. 

    FERQuite so. As the living Father has sent me, and I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me. Because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. We are in Him and Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord. 

    JHCThat verse in John 1, In him was life. That means He is the source of life. 

    FERMorally. Life was there, and the life was the light of men, and the light shineth in darkness and the darkness comprehended it not. 

    JSAI think the point you made a while ago is a very interesting one. The death of Christ was a public act that the world could see, but the resurrection was not; so the coming of the Holy Spirit is not, and practically all that is distinctively christianity is hid from the eyes of the world, except the moral effects in those who believe in Him; and till Christ appears again there will be no public thing which the world can take cognisance of. 

    FERI think all the ministry of the Lord Jesus here upon earth really had a testimony to man, and the death of Christ was in the presence of men, and therefore was a testimony, but beyond that I think things have a different character. The resurrection was a witness, but a witness to those pre-ordained of God. What is done in this scene belongs to this scene, but what is done beyond death does not properly belong to this world. I have often thought of the fact that in the Roman Catholic Church, and in the English Church, the resurrection of Christ and the ascension of Christ are all celebrated on certain days, and the coming of the Spirit too. First there is Good Friday, then Easter Day, and then Ascension Day, which is forty days afterwards, and Whit Sunday, which is fifty days afterwards. I can understand them commemorating everything up to the death of Christ, because it belongs to the history of this world; but resurrection and ascension and the coming of the Spirit do not belong to this world at all, and to commemorate them by days in the course of this world is really most unmeaning. It is connecting things which do not belong to this world with the course of this world. It is senseless. The resurrection of Christ is to draw people out of this world. 

    JPIf they really understood the resurrection of Christ in regard of all men, they would not be celebrating it, because the assurance of it on the part of men is, that He has appointed a day when He will judge the habitable world by that Man whom He hath ordained, whereof He hath given assurance unto all men in that He hath raised Him from the dead. 

    JSAAnd the coming of the Holy Spirit in like manner is a conviction of the worlds sin. 

    FERExactly. 

    JSAI think it is not unimportant to seize that, because it gives a sense of the true character of christianity as being apart from the world. 

    EWAnd that it is connected with another scene altogether. 

    FERYes. Through the faith of the operation of God, who raised him from the dead. It is the beginning of divine operations. 

    JPSo in chapter 1 He is the beginning. 

    FERYou get the same in Israel. The passover was to be the first of months, but the passover involved the resurrection, that is, the smiting of the Red Sea. I have always thought that the smiting of the Red Sea was really the completion of the blood in Egypt. The one was the fulness of the other; so too crossing the Jordan is the completion of the brazen serpent. I think the brazen serpent involved the crossing of the Jordan, just as the blood in Egypt involved the smiting of the Red Sea. 

    JPI think it is easy to see that the way in which we come to the antitype is the death and resurrection of Christ. 

    FERQuite so. The death of Christ involves the resurrection of Christ; and redemption for man is really involved in the death of Christ, with all its results in resurrection. 

    JPHence the one is never preached without the other. 

    CAIn Revelation the Lord says, I am the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God. 

    FERYes; that is Christ risen. He is the beginning of the creation of God, because all the creation of God really comes out of death. 

    CASo apart from the resurrection there is nothing for God. 

    FERThere cannot be, because otherwise everything is dominated by death. There is nothing down here which is not dominated by death. The very ground you tread upon is to a very large extent the fruit of death. Man was made out of the dust and to the dust he returns. It is all death down here, and a scene dominated by death can never be pleasing to God. God cannot have complacency in that. The point with God is to establish everything on the footing of resurrection, and that is involved in the resurrection of Christ. 

    GWHI suppose if the truth of all these things gets hold of one, the moral effect will be you will seek the things above, and your life will be hid with Christ. 

    FERI think so. You realise that. 

    GWHSo you really have no part in this scene at all. 

    FERYes; that is the effect. You do not live in the things of this scene, though you did once. There was a time when every interest of mine was bound up with this world in the particular way that really made life. But they are not my life. Nothing in this world is my life. Christ is my life. 

    GWHSo you live because He lives. 

    FERAnd the practical result is that I am of no account in the world, because my life is hid with Him, and if He is hid I am hid here. You do not expect to find a christian coming out into distinction in the world because our life is hid. But when Christ is manifested it will be another matter entirely. Then we shall appear with Him in glory and be no longer hid. Then it will be that you will come out. 

    GWHAnd you are content to be hid till the time of manifestation. 

    FERI think it is wise for a christian to accept it, not to want to be conspicuous, but to be content to be obscure. Obscurity becomes us here. 

    GWHUnknown, unhonoured and unsung. 

    FERThat is what the apostle said of himself: Unknown. 

    ECEThe fact is, if a man is manifest it makes him part of this system. 

    FERI think so. But it is astonishing how the desire to be manifest here in some way or other clings to people. They are not ready to be extinguished. People do not like extinction. If they only persecute, many people would be almost pleased, because they do not like to be extinguished. 

    JPThere is a great difference between these two little prefixes, extinguished and distinguished. 

    FERVery marked. 

    JPI think it is remarkable how it does cling to us, and I will tell you we are mighty slow to give it all up. We will often turn a meeting into a little circle where one can be distinguished. 

    ECEYou lay a great stress on resurrection being a sequence. It is just as well to remember that death is the prelude. 

    JSABut resurrection is not strictly the sequence of death in itself. 

    FERIt is the consequence of Christ. It is necessity in Christ. 

    JPIt really involves the truth of His Person. 

    FERYes; the truth of His Person involves resurrection. That is perhaps the better way of putting it. 

    JAHe is so high on the right hand of God that as we know Him there, we can afford to be small in our own eyes. 

    GWHI suppose the Corinthians had a wrong idea of things altogether; they were reigning as kings. 

    FERExactly. They were conspicuous, and using the gifts Christ had given them to make them conspicuous. Like a preacher using his gift to make himself conspicuous. A man getting a name and renown in the world and building a temple by means of the gift God has given him. There are people of that kind in this country, and there are people of that kind in England. They may be gifted men and they have used the gift which God gave them. 

    JHCWould you not say that the evangelist is for the outside world, and if he has great gifts in that line it does give him a reputation in that way. 

    FERI think he has to take a great deal of care that he does not use what I might call his histrionic powers. The apostles were not histrionic, and they were certainly as gifted as the modern preachers. I think the great thing in preaching is to keep out anything histrionic, that is, anything which tends to affect man as man. That ought to be kept studiously out. 

    EWDo you mean to man naturally? 

    FERYes; to his imagination and the sensitive part of man. Anything that appeals to the nervous and imaginative part of man should be kept out carefully. 

    EWFor instance, the relation of pathetic stories. 

    FERTake orators; everything depends on their being able to move people. An orator would not be a successful person if he could not do that. 

    JSAHe brings down the house. 

    FERBut that ought not to be brought into divine things. 

    CAI suppose no matter how great a preacher can be, it is only the Spirit of God who can affect people. 

    FERBut there are certain things I think the preacher has no business to touch. It is by manifestation of the truth, not by resorting to carnal weapons: commending ourselves to every mans conscience in the sight of God. 

    JPWe get the thought in the first part of 1 Corinthians 2. The apostle had a sense of the responsibility of preaching. It was not with enticing words of mans wisdom. 

    ECEThe object would be deliverance, and the truth would set them free. 

    GWHPaul says to the Corinthians, We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord. 

    JSAI think the Spirit of God acts on the conscience, and if the emotional part of man is set in motion, it sometimes hinders the work in the conscience. 

    CHKThat is why some can count the converts by the thousand, and a few months afterwards they may not be able to count them by dozens. 

    FERPeople converted in that way after a time become very flat. They have been converted in a heated atmosphere. It is a dangerous thing to be converted in a heated atmosphere, because they have to live in a heated atmosphere, and when the atmosphere cools down they are excessively flat. 

    GBMWould you say then we are not to preach to the natural man? 

    FERYou preach to men, but not to the emotional part but to the moral part of mans being  to mans mind and conscience and heart; not to the sensitive, emotional, nervous part of man. 

    JHCWould you say that answers to what the Lord said, that they loved the praise of men, and they would have their reward? 

    FERI would not go so far as that, because many of these men, such as Spurgeon and Moody, I would not doubt were gifted men, only I think they dropped below their proper measure. When men become a power in the world, it is a proof they have not left the world. 

    CHKI presume if they were really preaching the gospel of the Christ of God they would get the scorn, and not the smiles of the world. 

    FEREvidently with them there was a kind of accommodation. 

    GWHI suppose the great thing for a man, whether a preacher or not, is to be always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus. 

    FERYou could not get anything better than this, Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. At all events it was applicable to the apostle. It expressed the apostle. 

    GBMThat sense of having died would save the preacher from developing around himself large institutions, like orphan homes or charities, and it would prove that he was connected with the world if he did so. 

    FERChristianity does not go on those lines. These things have come in by christianity, but at the beginning christianity did not go on those lines. 

    CHKWill you explain, Bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus? 

    FERThe dying of the Lord Jesus really becomes the test of everything to you. 

    CADo you not get that thought in this chapter? 

    FERI think that is the practical effect of it. You bear about in your body the dying of the Lord Jesus. If we talk about Christ being our life, He is going to be the life of another universe. People forget that He is our life, and He is going to be the life of the universe  the great living principle that will pervade the universe. 

    JPHe will fill all things. 

    GWHDo you get the truth of the christian circle stated in this chapter? 

    FERI think so. Everything is set in movement by the Head, so to speak, in the circle. The impulse is given by the Head. That is the idea of this chapter. 

    JSAYou forgive as Christ has forgiven, and you have the peace of Christ and the word of Christ. Everything characteristic of Christ comes out. 

    FERThe impulse is given by the Head, and in that way the whole of the christian circle is affected by it. 

    CAWould that be bringing order out of disorder? 

    FERYes. There is nothing but order in the chapter. Peace and wisdom and grace. 

    JSABut it is only for the moment limited to the christian circle. It will be by-and-by in the universe. 

    EWThe last clause of verse 11, Christ is everything and in all. 

    CADoes that go outside of the church? 

    FERIt does not go outside of Christ, outside of the new man. It is descriptive of the new man. 

    CAI suppose the whole universe will take character from Him. 

    FERI believe so. 

    GWHOne can say, Where will you find such a company? but the thing is to be in the power of it oneself. 

    FERBut I think there was such a company at the beginning. It is a very beautiful chapter in that way. To contemplate that the circle has been actually established on earth and regulated by the principles that come out in the chapter. 

    CAI would like that you would give us a summary of what we have had before us in the three chapters. 

    FERChapter 1, brings in the thought of the Head, and reconciliation in the Head. Chapter 2, brings out our association with the Head. You are circumcised and buried, but then you are risen with Him and quickened together with Him. It is all association with the Head in chapter 2. Then in chapter 3 you get the grace of Christ coming out in this world, in the christian circle, because the Head is in heaven and we are down here, but then the grace of Christ comes out in this world in associations. So chapter 3 is really the reproduction of Christ in the christian circle. That is the great point of that chapter. 

    GWHThat is the administration that you have spoken of. 

    FERYes; it all follows from the fact of our association with Christ, on the ground of resurrection. Not only risen with Him, but there is another point which we did not touch on in chapter 2, you are quickened together with Him. 

    JPIn spite of all that has come in, the circle is still here, is it not? 

    FERI believe so. 

    JPI often think that in these meetings there is the disposition to have undue regard in a certain way to what has come in. One fears that it weakens in ourselves the sense of the possibilities and privileges that still remain and are open to us just as much as ever. 

    FERI think so. I do not think that anything that is essential has abated. We have everything here in the power of the Spirit. Christ is already at the right hand of God and we are brought into association with Him, and that has not altered. The power down here has not abated. It is still possible that there should be love in the Spirit. 

    Then anybody ought to be able to appreciate the great good that comes out in the exhortations and admonitions in chapter 3, where all the distinctions of flesh disappear in the new man. It is a very great thing to rise above the distinctions of the flesh in the power of divine love. When Christ was here upon earth, what were the distinctions of flesh to Him? What did He concern Himself about the distinctions of flesh? What difference did distinctions of flesh make to Him? What distinction between the black and the white man; He had no prejudice regarding men. If you look at these things in the light of Christ they can have no place at all; that is as evident as it can be. There is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything, and in all. Then you get all the grace of Christ referred to, Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any: even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye. And to all these add love, which is the bond of perfectness. Beautiful exhortations! Put on love, and let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful. Then Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God. 

    JPYou are really brought up to a climax of divine joy. 

    FERIt is exceedingly beautiful, and the most striking contrast to the giddiness and frivolity and levity which mark the world. 

    JSAAnd then you come out from that to discharge the individual relations that you have in this world, in the light of these things. 

    CAAnd I suppose you come out in power. 

    FERExactly. 

    GBMReference has been made to being affected by what has come in. Would you not say there is great encouragement by looking at the positive side of where Christ is at the present? We speak of Him being in rejection, but the positive side is resurrection. 

    FERBut the great thing for those who are enlightened and exercised about these things is to withdraw within the limits of the Spirit down here. I have no doubt there are certain limits of the Spirit of God, and the thing is to withdraw within the limits of the Spirit. 

    I have no doubt the Spirit is extremely exclusive. They condemn exclusiveness, but the Spirit of God is extremely exclusive, because the Spirit of God will not admit anything whatever of the flesh, and therefore the Spirit is extremely exclusive, and the things of the world and flesh must not intrude within the region of the Spirit. We must come away from the flesh and the world. You first have to withdraw from what is not of the Spirit, and then you live in the Spirit. 

    JSAIt is only in that you can maintain the unity of the Spirit. 

    FERMany people speak about our being exclusive, but really there is no one so exclusive as the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God will be exclusive. We must remember that, in regard to those fellow christians with whom we do not walk. We do not exclude fellow christians, but we seek to exclude things in which they are entangled, and principles which are contrary to the Spirit. 

    JHCYou would keep your heart open toward them personally? 

    FERCertainly. 

  
    THE NEW MAN (FER 19)

    Colossians 3: 8 - 17

    What I want, beloved brethren, is to speak a word of a practical character (though I know I am not a good hand at that). I desire to bring before our souls for a moment, by the Lords help, the testimony of the saints here. I do not mean our individual testimony, but what I might call our corporate testimony. What I mean by this is, the front which saints ought to present down here; or to put it in words which will be better understood, the way in which the saints are looked at corporately, as a vessel for the display of Christ here, the expression of the heavenly Man. It is what comes to us here as the new man. And I think we have the realisation of the Lords prayer in John 17: 21: That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

    Before I speak of this I would say a word about the contrast in these different epistles, Romans, Colossians and Ephesians, because I think we have been, perhaps, a little too much inclined to regard them simply as stepping-stones from one to another: for example, Romans to Colossians, and Colossians to Ephesians. I do not doubt for a moment there is a measure of truth in that. I have no doubt we apprehend truth in that way. I question if a person who did not know Romans would understand much of Colossians; or if one who did not know something of Colossians would understand much of Ephesians. But it is important to remember that each epistle presents christians in a different aspect. If we apprehend what has come out in one, it does not shut out what has come out in another. 

    This afternoon we had the christian presented in two aspects very distinctly: as in Christ, and in his actual condition down here. If we look at the christian in Romans, we see him in his individuality. You do not get the one new man in Romans. The body is only brought in incidentally. The christian is a justified man in the place where he was a guilty man; he is in the Spirit, not in the flesh, or a debtor to it; it is a christian in his individual pathway through the wilderness. We do not get into the land in Romans. When I pass on to Colossians I come to another aspect. It is more corporate. In the passage read, I find the truth of one body. To the which also ye have been called in one body (verse 15). I have no doubt the reason is because this part of the epistle shows to us the testimony which is to be presented in saints down here corporately. That no one christian is adequate for the expression of Christ I should think every one would allow. The Lord when He comes is to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe. In all His saints. In that day the saints will be the vessel for the display of the glory and beauty of the heavenly Man. 

    The great point in Colossians is Christ in us; not we in Christ, but Christ in us; because it is more a question of character. Christ in you, the hope of glory. Then speaking about the new man, he says, Christ is all, and in all. Anyone, I think, would see that this is quite distinct from Romans  the individual saint indwelt by the Spirit of God, guided by the Spirit of God through the wilderness. Here we have the proper testimony of saints as one body; the beauty and excellency of Christ as the heavenly Man is to come out here in the one body. As the elect of God, holy and beloved, they are to put on bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering. 

    Above all they are to put on love, which is the bond of perfectness; the peace of Christ is to rule in their hearts; the word of Christ to dwell in them richly. Christ characterises them. 

    I just pass on for a moment to look at Ephesians. There I find another truth which does not shut out either of what we have seen. Christians are there viewed distinctly in Christ according to the full height of the privilege. I do not mean that it is not touched in Romans and Colossians, but in Ephesians it is distinctly new creation. Chosen us in him before the foundation of the world; His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works. It was really the beginning, Gods start with us. We may not apprehend it that way, but God began that way, and we are a new creation in Christ. That does not shut out the teaching of the other two epistles, clearly; the saints remain in their individuality down here, and the testimony and service which come out in the saints in Colossians abide. The truth in Ephesians fills out the others; and more  if the truth of Ephesians is apprehended, that is, that there is a new creation in Christ, the truth of Colossians and Romans is better understood  we can see better what it is for Christ to be in the saints, and are better able to reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

    I have just said this because I think there is a little danger of looking at the epistles simply as stepping-stones, though I have no doubt we learn in order. When we get to Ephesians we really get to where God started from; when we were dead in trespasses and sins, He quickened us together with Christ. That sheds immensely greater light on what we get in the other epistles; but Colossians continues as long as we are down here; there is to be the testimony of the new man, and at the same time we have to be guided through the wilderness in the power of the Holy Spirit. It is a wonderful thing to be a justified man where one was a guilty man, and to have Christ as the spring of life, no other spring but Christ. 

    I desire to refer to the exhortations that come out here, and to add one word as to deliverance; we know so little of it. I hesitate to speak of it because one knows it so little, but it is a point of so much moment, we cannot advance in divine things without it. Deliverance is not that which is realised all at once. I do not say it is not ours, but I do not think it is realised all at once in our experience. In Colossians we find the deliverance is very complete. We do not get deliverance in Ephesians. The truth unfolded there does not leave room for it; it is not a question of experience, but of new creation. You can hardly find room in new creation for that which is experimental in the way of deliverance. But when we come, as in Colossians, to the collective testimony of the saints here, it becomes a very important point. So it is in Romans. How can I walk here as reckoning myself alive to God if I do not know that I am dead to sin? I have to accept that I am dead to sin; thank God I am! Sin does not come in between the believer and God. It has been completely put out on the cross, or how could I go on with God? You cannot put alive to God in Christ Jesus and sin together. There must be the other side of it  that you are dead to sin. 

    We had alluded to this afternoon a point of importance: the difference between deliverance and liberty. Deliverance from sin is by the word and is effected at the outset. Liberty lies more in the power of the Holy Spirit, and is a law. The idea of deliverance is, I think, very much enlarged in Colossians. I will tell you why: the new man is brought in; the point is testimony, and the testimony is that of the new man; therefore deliverance is very full indeed. What we get in Colossians goes even to this: We have put off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; we are dead to the world; that goes a very long way. The death of Christ is very absolute here. With Him it was actual death, and a complete bringing to an end of all that we are morally, good or bad. I do not talk about good in respect of God, but there may be certain things estimable in man down here. In the death of Christ all that we are was brought to an end, morally, before God. There is the ground of deliverance; we could not have it otherwise. It is not a deliverance I have to work out, and in a certain sense it does not depend upon my realisation of it, though it is no good to me if I do not realise it. It lies in the death of Christ; all the springs of my being were judged in the cross of Christ; so that the old man and flesh does not come in now between God and me. It is not merely sin, but the christian has put off the body of the flesh, that which fitted me for the course of things down here. In Colossians it is taken up more as the religious course of things. What have I to fit me for the course of man in the world? The life of the flesh: and every christian professes to have put off the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ, buried with him in baptism. What I avow is this  that I have no life for the world morally (not actually of course); I am entitled to avow it because of what has taken place in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. A great privilege it is to know that nothing whatever stands between God and me. I am before God according to His quickening power, everything removed that stood between Him and me. 

    This is brought before us to pave the way for the proper testimony of christians here, the corporate testimony. The saints are to be the expression of Christ here; it is an important point to regard. It is, as I have said, a very different thing from going through the wilderness in the power of the Spirit of God, which I find in Romans. In Colossians 3 there is something morally outside this world. When you come to talk about the new man you must remember you have something outside the course of this world altogether. The body of Christ is outside this world; it is here, but as to its nature, by the very fact of being united to the Head, it is outside the course of this world. And so the new man; it is a new creation, not suitable for the scene here. I have put off the body of the flesh that fitted me for this world, its philosophy, religiousness, and so on; and now I come into the presence of something which, in its nature, is outside this world  the new man. We find it very difficult to understand its place and character in this way: christianity is so mixed up with the world. Real christians have got so mixed up with the world that there is great difficulty in distinguishing the new man. It is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. That is the first characteristic of what we have put on. The word there, renewed in knowledge, means that account is taken of a completely new order of objects. The word in the original is very strong. Suppose we were placed in heaven, and had to look at everything and everyone as it is before God, that is to say, morally, I think we should be taken aback to a very great extent, because we are so little accustomed to it. We judge of things according to appearance, according to what is external. This was the case with the Corinthians. But suppose we were in heaven, in the conscious presence of God, then everyone and everything has to be looked at as to what they are before God, and therefore, through grace, the first may be last and the last first. The first in nature, last in grace. The new man is renewed in knowledge. Mark this! You begin to get a knowledge, a view of things according to the image of Him that created him; all is measured by Christ. Do you think the Lord, when here, judged things according to appearance? Do you think He took account of people as the world takes account? Nothing of the kind! He took a true estimate of everyone and everything according to God. As I hear I judge. That was His principle. He was dependent. This then is the first characteristic  renewed in knowledge. 

    What is the next thing? Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free. It is all outside this world, outside the wilderness. I find Jew and Greek down here; but in the new man it all vanishes. We have to take account of saints in that way, apart from all that distinguishes them in this world. When we look at saints in that light, as the vessel of testimony here, we have to leave aside all these artificial distinctions, and to view them apart from it all, because we look at them as before God. It is a tremendous lesson; the sooner we set ourselves to do it the better! We shall have to know it perfectly in heaven; everything will be seen there according to its true worth. The sooner we learn to judge of ourselves and one another, according to what we are by the grace of God, the better. When we get outside wilderness circumstances we learn to look at things as God sees them, and we see the first last, and the last first. Everything is overturned in the presence of God. Thank God we can learn it! It is a wonderful thing, with our judgment and thought of things formed by the world in which we have been brought up, to find all reversed when we look at things in the presence of God. I can bear to see it all reversed in His presence. Christ is now all, the Object, and in all. 

    Now we get exhortations. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. It is Christ under the eye of God here. The first man, as I may say, is gone; every distinction in flesh all gone, and you have the saints now in your eye according to what they are in Gods eye, Christ in them. You see them as the elect of God, holy and beloved. We naturally look at each other according to our peculiar eccentricities, and judge each other hardly oftentimes. We are to look at each other as the elect of God, holy and beloved. Christ has passed out of this world, but He is here in the new man. The new man takes the place of Christ here in a way. The saints are here as the elect of God, holy and beloved. 

    Then he speaks of what is suited to it. Christ is the standard of conduct, beloved brethren. All this truth never came out until Christ was entirely out of this scene, every link with the flesh broken. When He was raised from the dead, and at the right hand of God, this wonderful truth came out. I do not think this truth could have been borne before; I do not think we could bear it now, except by grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, to break away from everything here, and view the saints as they are before God holy and beloved; then to put on all these things, and above all, love, which is the bond of perfectness. 

    As I said before, no one saint is adequate to be the expression of Christ down here. One trait may come out in one saint, another in another; but we need to be placed in relation one to another in order that the varied beauty of Christ may be reproduced. However we mar it, or spoil it, down here, it will come out in the day of the glory of Christ. He will be glorified in His saints, and admired in all them that believe. We want to look at each other apart from the eccentricities that distinguish us down here, and to see instead the saints as the vessel for the display of Christ. The more we know what the saints are before God  a new creation  the better we shall understand it. 

    This was what was before my mind; and I think it is a day when we need to have it brought before us, and our hearts recalled to it: to get outside individual peculiarity and see what the saints are as the vessel of Gods testimony down here. Deliverance is a very important feature in it. Indeed, I do not think we can enter into the truth except as deliverance is ours. We have put off the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. Then the realisation of it is another matter. We have all of us taken the place of being dead to sin, dead to the world in the death of Christ; but the realisation is another thing. Thank God! it has all been wrought for us. It does not depend upon our realisation, it belongs to us. The great thing is to enter into it, so that we may bear our part in the testimony which God has been pleased to bring about on this earth for His Son, who has been rejected here on this earth. 

  
    ACQUAINTANCE WITH CHRIST AS HEAD (JBS 1)

    Colossians 3: 1 - 17

    Our subject on the previous evening was acquaintance with Christ in the assembly. There He is supreme; He walked through this world in superiority to the circumstances here, but in the assembly He is supreme. There was an assembly in the wilderness, but never my assembly until Christ was rejected. In Matthew 14:11, etc., when the Lord heard that John the baptist was beheaded, He retired into the wilderness, and there He fed the poor of the flock, who followed Him; but as to Himself, He is no longer in the ship, as in Matthew 8. He walks upon the water; He is supreme, not simply superior. To be superior implies that He is in the circumstances; to be supreme implies He is above them. The Lord is educating His disciples for the new structure, the assembly. Hence Peter leaves the ship, which was made for water, and walks on the water to go to Jesus. You get here in pattern the teaching in Colossians. Leaving the ship is really Jordan. Some regard Jordan as their own death. It is not; Jordan is your death with Christ, and if you by faith are dead with Christ, you have passed out of the order of things in which you are, as Peter did, leaving the ship to join the Lord; it is then you enter my assembly. It is very little realised, that in my assembly you are in the presence of Christ supreme over all the evil here. Each believer is a stone, To whom coming, we read, as unto a living stone. You are in your place when you own the Lord in His place. There are many who are stones who have not entered on their place yet; they all will be in the future temple, but they do not enjoy their place in it here. You must first see the Lord in His place. Peter does; he says, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. He is above everything here, in an out-of-the-world condition of things. 

    There is much confusion in many minds as to the difference between the house and the body; the house is Christs building, the body is the members united to the Head. You cannot call a stone a member, though a stone is a member; but a child can understand that a stone in a building is very different from the member of a body. In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit came down, and He filled the house where they were sitting, and He sat upon each of them, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit: that is the house. The mystery was not yet revealed, but as they walked in the Spirit, they were subject to Christ. The Colossians were very exemplary, and yet they were not in the truth of the mystery, knowing Christ as the Head of the body. The lack of this truth has disorganised the church as a whole. 

    I trust each thoughtful soul will see the great addition there is to the assembly where the mystery is known. When you acknowledge the Spirit then you are subject to Christ; but there is more, He is Head, and this the apostle is pressing on the Colossians. This wonderful acquaintance with Christ as Head, is our subject tonight. 

    I must premise, feelingly I trust, that I do not know much of it, but the more we are interested in it the more we seek it; but you must remember that you learn nothing divine without cost to yourself. All I ask is, are you prepared for this truth? The apostle was very earnest that the Colossians should lay hold of the mystery, even Christ the Head of the body. Not holding the head, we read of some in the previous chapter. 

    Let us turn to chapter 2: 2, as setting forth the character of the mystery. Paul says, that their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment  the full knowledge it means  of the mystery of God, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. At the start you see the greatness of the place you are called to. Some may say, Oh! we are not up to it. Well, beloved friends, in one sense that may be true; for if you are not clear as to the gospel, you are not up to it. If you do not see that everything against you has been removed from the eye of God in the cross, you cannot touch the mystery. There are two great actions in the gospel; one is to remove all that is against you, and the other is to bring you to God. The first is in a measure proclaimed, but only in a measure. Full relief is not assured to you except you know that all has been removed from you according to the measure in which God saw you; the measure which satisfies your own conscience is not enough. It is a measure of relief, but not full relief; and the same faith which sees the work of Christ up to the measure of your conscience, could see it after the measure in which God sees it. When you know that all against you has been removed, to Gods infinite satisfaction and glory, you have the Spirit of God. When you are clear of your own side, you are on Gods side. Like the prodigal son, you are not only out of the far country, but you are in the fathers house; and there you will be prepared to hear that the One who died for you and rose again is your Head. It would be too soon to tell this to you till you are at rest as to yourself. 

    There are the two ministries, the gospel, and the assembly  the mystery of God. We ought to take it to heart more, that we do not better understand the mystery. It is Gods chief object on the earth. 

    You could not be united to Christ except you were of the same kindred as Himself. The one thing Abrahams steward was sworn to was that Isaacs bride should be of the same kindred. Both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren; His brethren: you are kindred to Christ. The Colossians were a very nice assembly, but they were in danger of being carried away by philosophy and vain deceit; even that learning and religion could contribute to Christ, in fact rationalism and ritualism of this day. Now the apostle tells first the greatness of the mystery, In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. It is interesting to one who is seeking to teach others, that he had to learn it himself. Before you can apprehend the Head, you must learn two things. The first is in verse 10 of this chapter, Ye are complete in him; you cannot add to it. You may not realise it by faith, but it is true of you, by Gods grace, that you are complete in Him, and you cannot apprehend Him as your Head until you do realise it. 

    Our subject tonight is acquaintance with Christ as Head, the One who directs you. It is the most wonderful acquaintance! You will admit that it was a great thing for the queen of Sheba to have listened to Solomons wisdom; but it is a much greater thing for you to be acquainted with Christ as your Head, He dictating to you and directing you; He does this individually. He may direct you to a passage of Scripture, but still it is positive direction for yourself. It is not impulse, it is direction. Would you not like to be directed by Him? A blessed acquaintance! The queen of Sheba knew nothing of Solomon until she came to him. First, you must apprehend that you are complete in him who is the head of all principality and power; there is no place for any addition from either learning or religiousness. You are complete in Christ. Many read the Bible with interest who do not know the Lord personally. The Lord, speaking of His sheep, says, My sheep hear my voice  not merely read the Bible. This personal intimacy is much overlooked in the present day. You cannot know Him as your Head until you first realise in faith that you are complete in him. There can be no addition. 

    The second is also of the deepest moment. Verse 11, In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the flesh  the sins of must be left out  by the circumcision of Christ. You are complete in Him, and the body of the flesh has been cut off in the cross. Now if you do not in faith hold these two facts, you will never know Christ as your Head; you may read of it, but you are not in the truth of it. In type the circumcision was not until after the crossing of Jordan. Circumcision the putting off of the body of the flesh was effected in the cross. Some religious copyist was so perplexed by the passage, that he put in the word sins. He could understand the sins being put away, but he could not understand the putting off of the body of the flesh. The body of the flesh is removed in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ; it is effected for you by God, but you are to realise the fact experimentally. 

    We read in verse 20, Wherefore, if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. Here it is not merely dead to sin, but that you have by faith passed out of natural things though still in them; you are dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. I do not mean that you die and leave the world, but that you are morally outside of it; you are dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world; you have passed out of old things into a new order of things. You will find that the One who has effected all this for you is your Head. 

    You first leave the old order. Hence the first verse of Colossians 3 is connected with chapter 2: 12: 

    Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. In baptism you are buried with Christ in whom you are risen. 

    Now we come to chapter 3: If ye then be risen with Christ. Beloved friends, where are you if you are not? The Lord, when He rose from the dead, said first to His disciples, Peace be unto you; then He breathed on them, saying, Receive ye [the] Holy Spirit  life in the Spirit. They can join Him as in the assembly. Suppose it was said to Peter, You have joined the Lord above everything here, now you are to be directed by Him; He is your Head. You have to pass through a like experience. Hence we read, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Then, at verse 5, you are practically at Gilgal  Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the earth. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth  you are looking for a new order of things  for ye have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God; you are now outside of the life here; you are in an out-of-the-world condition of things. Now this is the practical setting aside of the old man; not merely dead to sin, but the whole rolled away. Mortify all that is of your own will, and put off all your evil habits. The best illustration I can give you is Elishas act after he had received Elijahs power  he took up his own clothes and rent them in two pieces, he had done with them. That is the great point. You have put off the body of the flesh, it is cut off in the cross, and you enter on a new order entirely, on new creation ground; But now ye also put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds. You may say, the old man is here still. I quite admit that the old man is here still; but by grace you belong to a new order, not to the old; you have put off the old man, and put on the new; you are in the life of the new man. 

    Where anyone is rejoicing in Christ as his life, he is over Jordan (Stephen was over Jordan), but that man may not have practically accepted Jordan; he meets with a loss or disappointment the next day, and is quite overcome by it. When once you have left the ship and entered on new ground, you know what it is; but it can only be retained in faith by the Spirit. If you have died with Christ, you live with Him. 

    Now you have put on the new man, which is yours; you have put off the old man, which has been cut off in the cross. In verse 11 we read, Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. There is no class of man at all. The Greek is the learned man, the Jew the religious man; no man now, as you get in another place, but Jesus only. Now, beloved friends, would not any devoted heart rejoice to reach a spot where Jesus is everything? Many can say genuinely, He is the chiefest among ten thousand and altogether lovely. But there is much more here: Christ is everything. 

    If your heart is true to the One who was rejected in this world and is now exalted to Gods right hand, you would rejoice that you are called to be here for Him in the very place where He was rejected: but in order to be truly for Him where He is rejected you must first know Him as your Head. Next, you lose your individuality, the interests of Christ occupy your thoughts. It is not merely Christ for me; but I should add, Christs things for me; like a wife, her husbands interests are her interests. When you come to this, that Christ is everything, you realise the Head; there is no one there but Christ. May you dwell upon the immense joy of heart in this great acquaintance with Christ! I could not convey it, the wonderful fact that He directs you with reference to the other members of His body. I believe the greatest present favour from the Lord is when He opens up His word  to give for the present need, meat in due season. 

    You apprehend, I hope, this wonderful acquaintance with Christ  He is your Head. Now let us see the result of this acquaintance. Firstly, when you know Christ as your Head, it is His own that you are occupied with. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity  love  Which is the bond of perfectness. We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. We love them because they belong to Christ. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful;  still occupied with His own. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. Secondly, you are ruled by Christ in your own house. 

    Lastly, I would say a little on the effect of this acquaintance in the assembly, though I know but little of it; but I believe Christ, as your Head, would direct you to a suited hymn for the assembly, and restrain you if you were thinking of an unsuited one. It is not impulse. It is faith in the Lord that you are acting according to His pleasure, for you have looked to Him for direction. You must remember that you must be in an out-of-the-world condition of things to be acquainted with Him as your Head. If you are under His direction, you are a help in the assembly, because you act from the Head, and as He is the Head of each of His own, every spiritual one receives it as a word from the Lord, because it is from the Head. I feel humbled that I can so partially explain to you this great acquaintance; but the more I dwell on it the more I am entranced with the exceeding blessedness of it. 

    I trust the Lord will use my attempt to be a help to each of you, that you may be more and more interested in this subject, acquaintance with Christ as your Head; that as you know Him as your Saviour, and know Him as supreme in the assembly, that you may be led a step further and know Him as your Head, the Head of the body, thus made conscious that we derive all from Him. The Lord grant that each one of you may be more deeply interested in what is so interesting to Him. If you do not as yet regard Him as your Head, He regards you as belonging to Himself, and He would like to lead you and direct you according to His pleasure. 

  
    THE MYSTERY (JBS 5)

    Colossians 3: 1 - 11

    In verse 11 you have reached a point where there is neither the religious man - that is, the Jew - nor the learned man - that is, the Greek - Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Well, the only question is, Did you ever get there? He is the Head, you have to get to Him. People think it a very easy thing to say Christ is your Head, but you have to travel a bit before you find it. If Christ is my Head, I could not have a head of my own. You could not think differently. You might have difference in service, but we could not think differently if we had but the one Head. That is one of His dignities, head of the body, the church. The question is whether you know it. The Colossians were very nice christians. You see it in chapter 1: 4; very nearly the same words are used there as to the Ephesians; but then Paul says in verse 5, I cease not to pray for you, according to the hope ... laid up for you in heaven. If I do not keep you on heavenly ground, I can make no hand of you. 

    A man thinks he can contribute to Christ. It is a very different snare from the Corinthian. The Corinthian thinks, I am a christian, I can do just as I like - a sort of antinomianism. The Galatians, on the contrary, were legal; they thought they would correct flesh by law. The Colossian error is the most subtle error. People say, Would not the Lord like a little help? That is a Colossian. It is to contribute to Christ, it is that I could help Christ by my religion or by my learning, that is the way. They will not accept any less than a pious man. In the Church of England he must say the Holy Spirit has called him; it is a very subtle thing; that ended in Romanism. You were not to eat meat, and you were not to marry. It was only to produce something pleasing to God. The flesh is gone altogether. God can use my body; He is not going to use my will, and no dictation of mine will He accept. Man thinks to be eloquent, he will thunder away; he gives out a hymn; in a hundred and fifty ways it comes in, genuflection, religious attitudes, and the like. It is not that I do not like to see a man devoted to God, but the moment you think you are adding to God by your religiousness you are in the Colossian snare. The apostle finds that that is the great thing, that nothing but the truth of the mystery will preserve them from this religiousness. The full knowledge of what Christ is will cure the Colossian; the cross will cure the Galatian. The Corinthian and the Galatian failed in understanding the gospel, but the Colossian does not understand the mystery in power. Therefore the apostle begins in chapter 2 and tells them what great conflict he has for them, that they should understand the mystery. Nothing could preserve them from this snare but the mystery. I have often felt I would like to be eloquent that I might assist the word, but a contributor is not a servant. A servant is one who does what his master tells him; not like Martha, officious. You may say, Well, I saw it was there, ready to my hand. If you were a servant you would wait for direction. I might see a man in a train and think it was a good opportunity to speak to him. I do not think I could until I looked to the Lord for direction. I do not think opportunity is the ground for action, but Gods will; you ought to be always ready. 

    The mystery is that all the saints in the whole world have but the one Head. It is not like man and wife with two heads; there is but one Head for all saints. Recognition is one thing, reality is another. If you and I had but one head we could not think differently. Every christian has not reached the Head. 

    You must get Him first, and then you hold the Head. Holding is by power. Vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding the Head. I think almost every one of us understands the unity of the body; we are all united by one Spirit in one body, but who understands that we have only one Head? They may assent to it as a truth. If I hold the Head, and you hold the Head, there is only one Head between us. That is what the apostle is instructing them in here. 

    In chapter 2 he states what is the danger, and what Christ is as the Head. The point is that you are to keep Christ only. If you have Christ only you would not want the flesh. Your body is a servant. The snare is that I suggest something; but I must not suggest anything. Of course there must be communion with the Head. You cannot understand Ephesians thoroughly without Colossians; still I think it came in to correct. Just as Corinthians and Galatians correct as to the gospel, so I think Colossians is a corrective for the church. If a man had the gospel correctly he would be neither Corinthian nor Galatian. If a man had the church properly he would not fall into the snare the Colossians are warned against. The point is, the apostle wants them to understand what the mystery is. In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. 

    It is a wonderful thing to get the mystery. He begins, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.... As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power. There you arrive at this fact, that you do not want anything outside of Him! Suppose a man said he could help the gospel by science. I do not want it, I do not want to go outside of Christ. All christendom has gone outside. Everything they do is outside Christ. The danger is, we try and get outside. If you use sentimental music you have gone outside the Head. Take verse 11: In whom also ye are circumcised. Now you get two things; one is circumcision - the cross, the other is baptism. You first get, Ye are complete in him. Well, I do not want any addition to Christ. If I am complete in Him that will do. Then you get rid of the other. The whole thing is swept away. The old man is swept away. And you can see how the word sins is brought in; very likely a monk, copying by hand, put in sins in the margin, because he would say, If I am swept away altogether, what is the use of my monkery? 

    The whole thing is gone in the cross. Then baptism is, you are a buried man. You have no status. Some of the earlier christians would not baptise a healthy child - they thought they would give him a chance in the world. They understood he was cut off from position here if he was baptised. Do you understand it? Is not a buried man cut off? God has no claim on a buried man. God has disposed of the flesh. It is completely swept away. Then in baptism you have lost your status in the flesh. You do not believe everything is swept away in the cross. It is most absolute, the severing of the thing, never to be revived. It is cut off; the body of the flesh is swept away in the cross. But not only so, you are buried with Him in baptism. You did not put yourself there - no man could bury himself. I suppose someone buried you in the death of Christ. 

    First, you are complete in Him; that is verse 10. It reminds me of the man who emigrated with some friends. Well now, he says, we have got to the right place, and lest any of you should wish to go back we will burn the ships. Therefore it says in verse 20, If ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world. There is nothing people know so imperfectly as the death of Christ. The cords that bound our hearts to earth are loosened by His death. If you accept His death, you find there is not a single thing between you and heaven, no more than there is sin between you and heaven. We are dead with him from the rudiments of the world. What are the rudiments? The very smallest thing you could get up, the ABC, as it were. As to baptism, someone put you there, dipped you in the water. You are cut off, you have put on Christ. Even your child you either connect with Adam or with Christ. Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. God will raise you from the dead. Therefore in chapter 3, If ye then be risen with Christ. The point is to show you are completely cut off from the world. There is the vital thing. In baptism your status is Gods. God does not address a man that is buried. A monk copying this scripture would say, What is the good of my religion if that is true? There is nothing so seductive as religiousness. I do not object to a man weeping at a gospel preaching himself, but I do object to his weeping in order to make me weep; he might as well have a harmonium. There are three intrusions of the flesh. You would use your mind, your body in some way, to subserve the interests of Christ. The gospel got you out of the Corinthian snare and the Galatian snare, but it is the mystery will get you out of the Colossian error. Where is the man that would be made a minister of the gospel if he had not two things, learning and religion? He thinks by these things to contribute to Christ. Why should I not give my position and everything? How should a man that is baptised give his position? He has not got any! 

    In chapter 3 there is no single thing between you and heaven. I do not think it is practice; it is practical. I will rise out of all these things, where there is no man but JESUS, neither the religious man, nor the learned man, neither Greek nor Jew, neither Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all, and in all. Now you have got hold of the Head. You get there by Christs life if you only answer to what belongs to you. You are not there in Romans, but you are looking up to get there. In Gilgal they had to be circumcised. The fact is, everything is gone from us in the cross. I accept it. I leave it all behind. Like a man going up in a balloon, he loses sight of everything. Then he loses sight of himself, for in the long run he is unconscious - he is a gone man. The illustration fails me, for I cannot give him another life. In Colossians 3 I am entering now on a wonderful life; I have dropped all that is of the world. I am entering now where Christ is everything, and in all. 

    He never was baptised as you are. He was baptised to take His place with the godly remnant. Baptism in its simple meaning is, I am done with the old order, I am entering on a new one. He was baptised with Johns baptism; you do not call that your baptism. 

    You only get one word that alludes to the Head in 1 Corinthians 12. Many rejoice to think we are all one body, and some go so far as to say we are one body in heaven, but that is not correct, we are one body on earth. We cannot have difference of judgment if we have one Head. Difference of knowledge we may have and of occupation. The same judgment you have in Peterborough about a case you would have in Australia. So if you arrive at a judgment here it is binding on the whole church of God. You will find if you study things that people have very little idea of one Head. The Holy Spirit always acts for Christ. He forms the body, He dwells in the house. In Gilgal the whole order of Egypt is rolled off. I drop it all off as it occurs. Marah is, I drop the thing as it arises. If I see an apple on the table that is not my own and I would like to take it, and I do not take it, I have drunk death, the sin is stopped anyway. Is it right for you to wish for an apple that is not your own? No, it is sin. But then you do not take it, you suffer in the flesh, you have ceased from sin, you would like to take it. Gilgal is, you have rolled off the whole thing, body and bone. Someone said to me, Why do you not bring in Paul? People would think they could not get it unless they were like Paul. It is too great an illustration. The thing is, I have left every single thing behind me, both lust and habits. I am on new ground, where none of these things enter. No one is to be found here but that one Man. That is my home. I have reached heaven. 

    I doubt if you get in Colossians the corn of the land at all. The first-fruits are very simple, but people do not know it. I see a great many texts about, but not often, Seek the things which are above. There is a time in the history of every devoted soul when he raises the question, Where is the Lord? I walk about the world, I hear what is going on, but where is He? 

  
    WHAT THE HEAD IS AS THE SOURCE OF SUPPLY (JBS 5)

    Colossians 3: 1 - 17

    JBSWe were looking a little this morning at the assembly according to Acts 2, when the mystery had not been revealed, as to what characterised the meeting where there was no knowledge of the mystery. 

    One could hardly say we could go back to that, though in our day there are a great many who do not know anything beyond it. They do not know Christ as Head, but they desire to be led by the Spirit, and look for Him to help them to give utterance to some word brought before them in the assembly. I think it is important to see the difference between being led of the Spirit and the knowledge of the Head, acting in communion with Christ as such. 

    QuesWhilst it is plain we come to the Head in this scripture, is it not more in connection with the circle of christian fellowship? 

    JBSYes, that is true, but still He is Head of every believer. 

    The first thing to understand is that the Colossians were a well-ordered assembly, but they were not really in the truth of the Head; they did not know the mystery, and the apostle had great conflict for them that they might know it. A great snare was impending, the notion that man could serve Christ by his religiousness or his learning, and so the flesh become a contributor. What the apostle shows is that if you hold the Head you would not seek anything from another source. In chapter 2 you find two great things: the first is, Ye are complete in him, and the second is that the body of the flesh has been entirely removed, cut off in the circumcision of the Christ - that man has been entirely put out of court. Now what we have to learn is that He is Head, each one has lost his own head and has another. Each one has the same Head. Some think of Christ as the head of a family, but that is not it at all. When you have the Head introduced you have the thought of the new man brought in. Chapter 3 begins with the fact that you have accepted circumcision; you have done with the old man and have a new source of supply. The best illustration I know is the case of Elisha, who took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two pieces, and then he takes up the mantle of Elijah. Circumcision is the soul accepting the death of Christ. It is not that I am trying to do something, I am merely accepting what is done. Crucifixion is the judicial ending of the man; circumcision, that he is entirely cut off, outside altogether. You will never understand the Head until you arrive at the spot where there is no human voice, neither Greek nor Jew. 

    Romans 6 gives only dead to sin. In Colossians 2 you are dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world; not gone to heaven, but outside the world as risen with Christ; therefore you do not want the first man to help, nor what applies to that man. Many rely upon the language they use when dwelling on the things of God to produce an effect. 

    QuesDo we derive individually from the Head? 

    JBSYes, but unless you drop your own head you will not have His; you must drop your own first, as Elisha rent his clothes; the proof of power is that the obstruction is removed. You must give up your own to get the new, that is the early part of the chapter, But now ye also put off all these... and have put on the new man... where there is neither Greek nor Jew... but Christ is all, and in all. Christ is everything. You have come to a spot outside everything of the first man, and found Christ everything. 

    QuesDo you mean there must be a practical removal of what hinders, in order to enjoy the Head? 

    JBSYes, you must accept in faith what has been done for you; the conscience must go along with the truth. The truth is a dead letter unless conscience is in exercise. 

    QuesLet the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body. Is that union? 

    JBSNo, not exactly union; we have not the doctrine of union here, though you will not understand union without this. To understand union you must go to the place where Christ is. It is more a question of life than of union; you have life, then union, then you know the power of the Spirit of God. You have life and nature here, or you could not live in this out-of-the-world place; here we are practically over Jordan. Here it is a question of what the Head is, as another has said, as the source of supply. 

    The truth taught in Colossians was to meet a work of Satan which was impending, but which is simply christendom today. 

    You have the Head, that is the great point in Colossians. In John 15 I am to abide in Him, but that is not union. John brings out the moral effect of the divine fact, but if you have not the moral effect it soon appears that you have not the divine fact. Fruit-bearing is the evidence of vitality. If you abide in Him the habits of the new man come out. In John 15 you come out really setting forth Christ; so the Lord says, Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit: so shall ye be my disciples. 

    I could not get christian sensibilities anywhere else but from the Head. You come out in a new fashion. Once, perhaps, one of the roughest and rudest, you come out in an entirely new way. It only confirms what we were saying yesterday, that your body becomes indicative of the measure of the Spirits work in you. Look at a man, once rough; now he has bowels of mercies, kindness, etc.; people would say, What a changed man! Why? because he has changed his head; he now expresses the sensibilities of the Head. If I am holding the Head - if I am in the power of Colossian truth, I am suitable to all His people. I come out in a different way to all that belongs to Him; that is the christian circle, and that is what we get in Colossians. Holding the Head is confined to the christian circle; a man does not bring it into his business, though I think he would be a different man in his business. 

    QuesSome have said it is a corporate line of things that belongs to all? 

    JBSThat brings the body in too much; that does not seem to me to be the thought. If they used the words christian circle it would be a great deal better than corporate; corporate gives the idea of the body which is not the idea here. It is holding the Head that introduces the christian circle. I do not think a person gets into it till he holds the Head; he does not get the qualities to fit him for it. The Colossians were a very nice company; their faith in the Lord was great, and they had love to all saints, but I do not think they knew what became them in relation to the christian circle. 

    I think we must allow that we do not like a path that puts us outside everything, and where we have to do with Christ as the sole dictator of what we should do. 

    QuesYou would refer to the Head in everything? 

    JBSI would not use the word refer; as Head He directs. In the assembly it is not merely referring to the Spirit of God that we should have in view, but what I should look for is that I may really be under the direction of the Head; He may direct me to some scripture that I may feel I know but little about; but if He directs me I shall be enabled to open it out in such a manner as will be manifestly suitable to the state of the assembly at the time. 

    QuesYou mean that is the direction of the Head? 

    JBSYes. 

    QuesHow are you to get rid of your own head? 

    JBSYou have died with Christ and you are risen with Christ; you are outside it all. To accept this in faith is the first step towards holding the Head. It is a great and blessed thing for faith to lay hold of, that I am in living connection with the Head, and that He, in His deep interest in His saints, can direct His servant to minister that which is adapted to them at the moment. 

    There is a difference between Lord and Head; the former is evidently in connection with His authority; the latter is to give character - everything is to have its character from the Head. 

    QuesHe gives character to what is presented in the assembly? 

    JBSI am speaking now of the christian circle and not of the assembly; but if we are not right in the assembly we are not right outside it. Suppose Colossians 3 were carried out, there would be a company here upon earth, the whole character of which was determined by the Head. The virtues of the Head would be produced in the company. 

    The secret of it all is in the expression Christ is all, and in all; very few have come to this point. You see nothing else whatever - that is the entire point. Perhaps one can say, He is the chiefest among ten thousand, etc., but that is not only so, He is everything. 

    It is manifest that no one has got hold of the truth of the Head unless he knows that Christ is everything, and that is what the natural man does not like; but the more the soul is attached to the Lord, the more it will delight in that seclusion. 

    QuesChrist is all, and in all, then, belongs to all? 

    JBSYes, but we have to learn it. A great many of us have skipped, gone to Ephesians before we had learned Colossians, and we have to go back to Colossians to learn it. 

    QuesIn chapter 1: 18 he says, And he is the head of the body, the church. 

    JBSYes, that is Gods appointment. It is a point of great moment; you do not come to union till you come to Ephesians. 

    QuesIs not union found in Colossians? 

    JBSNo. 

    QuesCan you have the body without union? 

    JBSWe are all members of His body and have His nature; we come from Him and do not bring anything to Him. If the truth of the body is touched upon as in Romans 16, it is not expounded, because it is not the subject taught there; so also in Colossians we are all members of His body, but the question is to know how we derive from Him. There is nothing more striking than the fact that under the law there were no regulations given in connection with the family. 

    QuesWhatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus - that would include your business and everything, would it not? 

    JBSYou would be a different man in your business if holding the Head, because you belong to the new order of things; but in that verse you pass from the Head to the Lord. The moment the apostle comes to relative duties we have the Lord brought in. 

    QuesWould not the relative duties come under the direction of the Head? 

    JBSNo, under the Lord. 

    QuesWhat is comprised in the christian circle? 

    JBSEvery christian. I think it shows the connection between the family circle and the christian circle. We are not sent back to Adam to learn how to behave. It is remarkable how we are led on as to the work of the Spirit in the soul; we do not begin at the top, but He will lead you to the top. You will never get beyond the Spirits work in you. He will never deviate; we deviate but He never does. In Colossians 2: 19 we have not holding the Head, etc.; what follows is that all vitality is by holding the Head. He is the Head of each individual, and belongs as much to the youngest babe as to the oldest father; but we have to learn it. There is no idea of organisation in Colossians, but directly you bring in the body you have an organism. 

  
    THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A MILLENNIAL SAINT AND A CHRISTIAN (JBS 7)

    2 Corinthians 5: 15 - 18; Colossians 3: 10, 11

    A newly constructed man, which the term converted man generally implies, is a man for earth. It is interesting to learn from Scripture that there will be a man of this order on the earth in the millennium, and the better we apprehend his status, the easier it will be for us to discern the difference between him and an entirely new man; for doubtless many a devoted saint mistakes the former for the latter. First, then, the converted man is born of water and of Spirit; he believes in Christ, as typified by the two goats; Leviticus 16. Eternal redemption effected for him in the presence of God, and all his sins carried into the land of forgetfulness, and he is assured by the presence of Melchisedec that God has given to him the things on the earth to possess. Besides this, the law is written in his heart: I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them. 

    The converted man not only delights in the law of God but it is his nature; the resistance within has been removed and there is no opposition from without, and the Holy Spirit in him maintains him therein. The converted man loves God with all his heart and his neighbour as himself, while touching all the commandments and ordinances of the law, he is blameless; he is free of any fear of death or judgment; assured by the presence of Him who has the keys of death and hell. Deuteronomy 26 describes him; he traces all his blessing to the grace of God; he worships God; and he rejoices in every good thing which the Lord has given him. In all the sacrifices he calls to mind the death of Christ as the only ground and warrant for all his blessing; he is like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper, Psalm 1: 3. 

    When we have a true idea of a converted man, we are ready to say that there cannot be anything more, and, in fact, with christians generally, nothing beyond it is aimed at or expected. 

    Now the christian at the start is a man of a different order and type altogether. Here lies the great distinction or difference. The christian is not after the flesh, he is not earthy; he is heavenly and spiritual. As is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. He has put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all, and in all; Colossians 3: 10, 11. There is nothing of the first man of any nature or quality; Christ is everything and in all. No one can comprehend the nature and qualities of the christian but as he apprehends the nature and qualities of Christ. We know that because the children were partakers of blood and flesh, he also himself likewise took part of the same, that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. As Christ died for all, then were all dead, .. . that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh; yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.. .. old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. The Son of God became a man, that through death He might make in Himself of twain (Jew and gentile) one new man, so making peace. The christian is a man of new and different tastes and order. The great exercise of a christian is to discern good and evil. There is nothing to correct or improve in the new man; as we put on Christ, we put on the new man; and the christian finds that even what was gain to him, as of Adam, he must count loss for Christ. Amiability or the best natural virtue is surpassed by Christ; and it is only as Christ is formed in him and he is kept by the power of God, that he resists the flesh. The flesh in the christian is unaltered, and hence, if he does not walk in the Spirit, he is carried away by the flesh. As Christ is in him, the salient traits of his nature are kept in abeyance, and as his conscience is good; he is sanctified, but he is the same person still. If the Spirit be grieved and hindered, he acts and behaves as he naturally would; but on the other hand, a christian led by the Spirit is an imitator of God; he surpasses the converted man; he magnifies the law of God. All the duties devolving on the man in the flesh, and all the ordinances of God are better fulfilled by the christian than by the converted man (the man as God required him to be). Under the law there is very little direction as to the domestic duties, save that children should obey their parents; while the man in Christ is most exemplary in the home circle, as we see in Ephesians 5 and 6. It is clearly shown that the nearer we are to God, the more we answer to every desire of His heart, and this, thank God, for the christian is par excellence. 

    I need not add that the christian is a man altogether suited to God; as the Son who is in the bosom of the Father is the Man of Gods pleasure, so we, through the infinite grace of God, are of Him - we are of the new man, and as we walk in the power of the Spirit, we glorify God in our bodies which are His. 

  
    THE NEW MAN (JBS 7)

    Ephesians 4: 24; Colossians 3:10

    In seeking light from the Lord on this important subject, we must first be absolutely clear of the thought which is so general in christendom, that Gods Son became a man in order to repair and rehabilitate the first man - the Adam race. Many years ago it was said that man was broken china, but that Christ was like perfect china. This was absolutely denied by the most godly man of the day. Christ was not china at all, but unique, a man of His own order, and in His death the first man is clean set aside in judgment, and the new man is therefore according to God. Consequently we must not be deceived by thinking that the human mind can form an idea of any trait of the new man, or that it can imitate Christ, though many read the gospels with this object. Thus we start on this inquiry, looking entirely to God in order to understand the Man of His pleasure - The holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God - the expression of his substance - the beginning of the creation of God. As another has said, the difference between Him and us is that with Christ all His springs were in God, whereas our springs are in ourselves. 

    We know from the types that in the meat-offering the fine flour was not only anointed with oil, but it was mingled with oil, the Spirit of God, for Christ the One typified was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death. He bore the judgment due to the first man and righteously removed him from the eye of God; so that it is not in Adam that the believer appears before God, but in Christ. 

    Now our inquiry is: What is the new man? We have seen what it is not; we have already seen that it cannot be learned by any effort of the human mind, that its structure and nature are entirely beyond the conception of man, and the next question is: How do we learn it? I believe it is not by reading or by the mere study of Scripture that we learn it, but by association with Christ, by beholding the Lords glory, and being changed into the same image. You could not explain what you get, but you get that which corresponds with Him; as you are with Him you acquire it. Having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4: 24), is addressed to a believer who is in conscious union with Christ, seated in the heavenlies in Him. Now He comes out here in a new way, beginning with the mind, renewed in the spirit of your mind - not making works prominent, but in the renewed mind which is able to judge of the works that suit Christ. As we read in 1 Corinthians 2: 16, We have the mind (nous) of Christ - we put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness. A believer realises the tastes of the new man by association with Christ. It is important to see that we derive from Him, we are in Him and He lives in us, He is altogether sui generis - of His own order, and it is only by association with Him that His nature and mind become experimentally known to us. It is so little known because association is so little sought. 

     Yet sure, if in Thy presence
My soul still constant were, 
Mine eye would, more familiar, 
Its brighter glories bear. 
And thus Thy deep perfections
Much better should I know, 
And with adoring fervour
In this Thy nature grow.
 

    We get an idea of what His grace is, in what He says to the church of Laodicea; He offers association with Himself for restoration. Behold, I stand at the door, and am knocking: if any one hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in unto him, and sup with him, and he with me. No one can tell what he acquires by association; but he knows that he has acquired a taste for the company of Christ, and that when not in His company he has not that which suits his new taste: he finds it very partially here among His own and he is glad to return to His presence, and he knows the benefit of it. 

    This draws the great line of difference between mere students of the word and those who enjoy His presence, beholding His glory; the latter can form a conception of what suits Him which the former cannot. We see from Colossians 3: 10, Having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him - that we cannot be with Him without getting enlightened; the word comes with more definiteness to our souls; we are renewed into full knowledge, etc. Thus we see that as we become like Him by being with Him, we also get more intelligent in His mind, we know Him as Head and put on bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, etc. 

    The Lord give us to seek His presence more. Moses could say in a comparatively dark day, after he had seen all the mighty works of the Lord, Shew me thy glory. 

    May our hearts have the rich enjoyment of being in spirit with Him in glory. Every one likes to think of Him as known in His great works, but how blessed the consummation of being partakers with Him in His glory! 

  
    THE GLORIFIED MAN (JBS 8)

    Colossians 3: 1 - 4

    What this scripture sets out is wonderful, but if you understand the glorified Man, you know how He brings it all in. He has overcome in righteousness - He is glorified in the setting aside of every man. One man is cleared away in judgment, another Man has introduced something entirely new - that is salvation - you cannot make it too simple. 

    I have had a good deal of helpful meditation upon the resource the Lord is when all around is darkness, weariness and temptation. 

    The impossibility of diverting a soul from the smallest touch of divine grace. If a soul is saved, it cannot be lost. How much time we have all lost in seeking to establish the fact of our election, instead of enjoying the bloom and freshness of it, seeking excuses for our unbelief, when we might have been walking in the power of it. If ye do these things, ye shall never fall. (2 Peter 1:10). If we had spent the same time and anxiety that we have wasted in seeking corroboration of our salvation, in seeking instead that there should not be a shade or a soil upon it, how different our walk would have been! And when we walk worthy of it, we have the corroboration of it. The trial I have had was feeling myself in this place of soil and confusion - I thought, how can you talk of glory? But I found that glory is the most separating thing possible! Not a bit of the soil of this place sticks to me. It is all perfectly new - when you find out relief in this way, it establishes the power of the truth immensely. 

    If you have failed and are looking for restoration, where would you begin? (The Nazarite had to begin all over again.) That will not do - it is improving the old thing - you must begin at the other side of the failure - get on another line, it is the line of the glorified Man, not the line of the failing Man. How do you apply that to Peter? He went out and spoke boldly - he was above his failure, he had got hold of the Man in glory and was occupied with him. See Acts 3: 14, Ye denied the Holy One and the Just - just what he had done himself. 

    Well, where do you begin? With the good. And how do you go on? With the good. Well, that is where I am now - you have been there for a long time. Yes, but it is a very different thing to see a thing and to go the road - Ye have not passed this way heretofore, Joshua 3:4. Well, have you found out what you do when you have failed? Begin on a new line. Where does your new line lead you to? To where Christ is. Two things, power and place, you must have both; power leads you to the place, the power of the glorified Man takes you to the place of the glorified Man - Colossians 3, where the Christ is. The heavenly Man comes from heaven; he is not going there - he has gone there first. 

  
    DEAD AND RISEN WITH CHRIST (JND 16)

    Colossians 3

    If you examine the writings of Paul with a little care, you will find this principle at the root of all his teaching  that we are dead and risen with Christ. It is not only that He has died and risen for us, but that we are dead and risen with Him. He adds another thing; and that is our union with Him, now that He is ascended. We are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. These two principles are found here; our being dead and risen with Him; and our union with Him, now that He is on high. When he speaks of union, there is so far a difference that he looks at us as dead to begin with; and the whole power of Christ comes in to raise us. When he looks at people as living in sin, he brings in the doctrine of being dead to sin. On the other hand, if we are looked at as dead in sins, with no spiritual life, then the whole work is of God in raising us out of that state; so in Ephesians he unfolds the privileges of the child of God, from death to union with Christ. Here he lays, as the foundation of his teaching, our being dead and risen with Christ. Thus he associates us with Christ in every respect, first by death, then by resurrection, and, lastly, when Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear with him in glory. 

    The difference in the two epistles lies specially in this. To the Colossians he speaks of life, or the new nature, we have in Christ; whereas, in Ephesians, we have much more of the Holy Ghost by whom we are made one with Christ, members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. Here it is death and resurrection and association with Christ. Indeed this is his doctrine everywhere. If we suffer, we shall also reign with him. And you being dead in your sins, and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses. His constant theme is that, as believers, our entire association is with Christ. 

    Now I repeat that, blessed as the full privileges are into which we thus come, the great doctrine, which lies at the foundation and root of all this, is the being dead and risen with Him. The true condition of every believer, that which from the very starting-point this doctrine teaches, is the utter judgment of the old man; the sentence of death passed upon it, and condemnation altogether. There is no recognition of the flesh as to allowance or acceptance of it. But when I have found out that the old man is simply this evil thing, then I discover that it is a question of putting it off and of putting on something else. It is not a correction of the old nature, but the having done with it and having something else instead of it. I put off the one, and I put on the other. It is a figure, of course, but the figure of what is most real to faith. On the one hand, I have done with my Adam-life; and, on the other, the nature that I get or put on by grace is the Christ-life. But how can I put off a life? I can put off an opinion or a bad habit; but how can I put off a life? The only way of putting off a life is by dying. But here I am alive. How, then, can it be true of me that I have put off the old man? This is the great truth that the apostle brings before us. After having received Christ for my life (the second Man He is called, the last Adam, the life-giving Spirit)  after having received life from Christ, He Himself being in me, God has appropriated to me all the value and power of that in which Christ is, and which is in Him. 

    Here it is more particularly as regards life; but He has been crucified for us, not merely as putting away sins, but in that he died, he died unto sin once. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. There is this great basis of truth upon which all the apostles teaching is founded: that Christ comes, presents Himself to man as in the flesh, and man will not have Him. Man could not have to say to God as a living man in the flesh. But Christ dies for him; and those who receive Him into their hearts now live by Him. As many of us as were baptised unto Christ Jesus, were baptised unto his death. Such is the way he answers in Romans 6, where the charge is made, Let us continue in sin that grace may abound. If it be said, Christ by His death and resurrection has made me righteous before God, and so I may live in sin, there is this doctrine in reply. The obedience of Christ is obedience unto death; and if you are dead with Christ, a dead man does not live. He strikes at the root of the matter, and says, You have got this justification of life by Christs death and resurrection, and you are denying the very thing that justifies you. It is death to sin and life to God; and therefore you who plead for sin are denying the great truth upon which your salvation is founded. If you have died with Christ to all that is in this world, you cannot be living in it. How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein? It is a sweeping conclusion to every cavil. If I take death, as I do in baptism unto Christ, I take it to all that which I was living in  to sin, flesh, the world, yea, to the law itself. The law has power over a man as long as he lives. Put a man in prison for stealing; and if he dies, it is all over with him. The prisoner is no longer there to be dealt with. The law has not lost its power; but it cannot touch a dead man. And if I say as a believer, I am dead with Christ, my life is over in that sense. It is the same thing as to sin. Obedience becomes obedience to God. Death closes necessarily the connection of the living man with all the things to which the old man had to say. I am crucified with Christ, I am dead with Christ, and I am risen with Him. 

    On the other hand, there is the positive side: If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. I have received Him who has risen, as my life. Nothing can be more important in its place than a distinct and definite apprehension of this; not only Christ has died for us, but we can also say that we have died with Him. How it cuts at the root of everything that flesh seeks! What can a dead man seek? We are to reckon ourselves dead  not to reason that we must die, which will not give us power; but we are to reckon ourselves dead. Supposing a person comes to tempt me  how can he tempt a dead man? He tells me to come and amuse myself in something. But I say, I am dead; and the reason I can say so is that my life is another kind of life altogether. The old stock may spring up and shew itself sometimes; but I learn to treat the old life as not the tree at all. We may fail to do this, and then it will produce the old bad fruit; but inasmuch as Christ is my life, I am but a grafted tree; I have a right to take that which I am grafted into as the real tree, and have nothing to do with anything else. 

    If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. What are the things that belong to a risen life? The things down here in the world? No. What can a risen man seek in the world? He has nothing to do with the things of this life. That is the position in which He puts us. But, blessed be God, the risen man, supposing we are actually risen, has objects; his life belongs to another world, even to heaven. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above. If I am risen with Christ, and Christ has become my life, where is Christ? Up at the right hand of God. He does not say, You are there; but speaking of life he says, If ye then are risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

    Mark how distinctly he here associates us with Christ. He says, Christ is hid in God; well, He is your life, and your life is hid there too. But Christ is going to appear; and when He appears, ye also shall appear with Him in glory. There is complete association with the Lord Jesus now for life, so that my life is hid with Him in God, because He is my life; and when He appears, I also shall appear with Him in glory. It is not union, but complete association with Christ. It is this which gives its character to the Christian, and shews what his life is: that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal bodies. It is the reproducing Christ in this world: and we get, in the verses that I have read, the complete description of what this life is in a practical sense. The life itself is Christ. Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. But what a truth this is, that, if I am a Christian at all, it is Christ that is my life! It is not the old tree dug about and dunged; that was done with. When He cursed the fig tree, it was pronouncing upon the old stock its everlasting fruitlessness. There was no fruit to be found on it; and He said, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. The old man, the flesh, is a judged, condemned thing; it is the second Man, the Lord from heaven, who is the spring of everything which is good or blessed. It is the great principle that is thus laid down. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 

    Now mark one thing very distinctly of this life. If Christ is my life, in that sense Christ and heavenly things become the object of my life. Every creature must have an object. It is Gods supreme prerogative not to want an object. He may love an object; but I cannot live without an object any more than without food. This life has an object. The law wanted this; it gave no object. It said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength; but it told me no more about the matter. It is very blessed in our life as Christians, that, while Christ is our life, yet I am crucified with Christ; and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God. That is, I get now an object which acts upon and feeds this life, and makes it grow. We all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. There is the life; and this life has a perfect blessed object which it delights in and contemplates; and this object the Lord Jesus is, not in His humiliation but in His glory. Therefore what is looked for is, the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. There is nothing accepted short of what is seen in Christ. Where He is the life in me and the object of this life, the point is purifying myself even as He is pure, getting more and more of His grace by thus looking at Him. 

    We are to reckon ourselves dead, instead of having to die. You may ask the flesh to die, but it never will. We talk of having to die to the flesh, because we have not got the consciousness of the positive distinctness of the two natures. The old man will take good care not to die. But being alive in Christ, I have the privilege and title to treat the other nature, the old one, as dead, because He died. It is never said that we have to die, but that as Christians we are entitled to, and do, hold ourselves for dead; because we have this new life. The person who talks of dying to sin, actually holds himself to be alive to sin. The moment I say I found myself ruined, but now I have got Christ for my life, I can say I am dead to sin. There is never the slightest varying of Scripture with regard to this. That point being thus settled, with the one blessed object before us, we seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. I have got a life formed and fashioned in His very nature, delighting in these heavenly things, causing us to grow up into Him in all things. 

    But now comes the actual unfolding of this life. He begins with the lowest things and goes on to the highest, and gives the whole principle and development of this life. He says, Ye are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God. He will not own the old nature as a life; but he says, Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth. And if I look at these members on earth, what are they? Gross sins. All these members upon the earth are lusts. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness which is idolatry; for which things sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience; in the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But that is not all. He adds, But now ye also put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. If I get angry, it is a proof that the will of the old man is not broken. Anger is not a lust; but if you are living in grace, you do not get into a passion. There is the power of a life which does not these things, and which masters that which does them. We find anger and violence in Satan, who is a murderer; corruption and violence in men. We find all the negative parts here. He says, Lie not one to another. He is speaking of that which would be produced by the flesh where it is not kept in check. I am to put off the movements of the old nature. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds. We have put off the old man with his deeds; but we have also put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. 

    Mark here what we are brought into. I have put off the old man with his deeds; and I have put on something. What have I put on? The new man, which is Christ. I have put on an entirely other nature. And what is the measure of this? Christ is the image of the invisible God: and I am renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created me. God has created this new man; and what is the measure of it? Christ is the source of it and the measure of it; Christ in all His perfection above is the image of Him that created it; and what the Christian sees now in heaven is what he is to be practically  it is Christ. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk even as he walked. He is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. The measure of it is the revelation of God in Christ. If I am looking at a legal character of right and wrong, I am looking at something in my conduct as a man, and this is not the measure. Be ye imitators of God, as dear children. But am I to be a sacrifice to God? Certainly. Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. That is just the very fruit of all that we are. Wherever the power of divine life comes down and takes possession of a man, it manifests itself in his giving himself up to God. The love of God came down in Christ; and how did it shew itself in practice? By giving Himself up to death. Ye are bought with a price. Then present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. Therefore he says, Be ye imitators of God, as dear children, and walk in love as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. So again here, Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

    I must begin, then, by treating the old man as dead. We shall soon feel our shortcomings. But that puts us in the blessed place of being dead with Him, and calls us to shew the power of the life in which we are called to walk. Ye have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but Christ is all and in all. If I am speaking of myself as an Englishman or a Frenchman, I forget that I am dead or risen again, and that Christ is all. He is the only object, the only one that the mind is right in resting on and looking at. Christ is all. Looked at as the object, it is Christ and nothing else for one that is dead and risen with Him, be he who he may. What do I want? Christ. What am I to follow? Christ. What is the object that my heart has to think of? Christ. 

    The other truth is this: He is in all Christians; He is their life. Christ is all and in all. He is in us as our life; and, being in us as our life, Christ lives in me; and the life which I live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God. He is all to me. There is the Christian depicted in a few words. Having positively put off the old man with his deeds, and having put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him, Christ is everything to him, and Christ is his life in him. Christ is everything as the fulness of this object, and Christ is in him as his life. Most simple, but wonderfully full! He does not say what a Christian ought to be; it is what a Christian is that we have here. Christ is his life and Christ is everything to him as having this life. He knows nothing else. We may find our shortcomings, which is another thing; but this is what we are as Christians: Christ is all and in all. 

    We see then how blessedly the apostle refers to this for power and practice. He takes now the positive side  the spirit and path in which I walk. Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. That is, walk like Christ. Having now Christ as my life, and Christ as my object, I am given power over the motives that were mine before, and things that are around me have lost their force. I speak of what the life is in its character and principles. The one object that the new life has is Christ; that which alone forms and governs this life is Christ; and, the soul of the believer being filled with Him, the things of the outward world have lost their force: his mind is filled with something else. The life that is in him is occupied with Christ. The consequence of this  is that outward things have no longer their influence over him. The eye is single, and the whole body is full of light. Hence what excites the old man is not working now in that way, and the thing manifested is the effect of Christ as revealed to the new man  the new man living on Him. The apostle puts it thus: Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, etc. He does not say, You make out that you are elect of God, holy and beloved. He says, This is your place: I want you to live in the consciousness of this; and you are now as such to do so-and-so. Such is the truth of all blessed affections. If I, as a child, doubted that my father were my father, how could I have the affections of a child? I should say, I wish I were sure of it; but I could not have the full flow of affection that follows from having no doubt about it. 

    The apostle, then, says, Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, etc. Now I am walking in the consciousness of Gods delight in me. Is there not love, joy, peace in the soul? That is the place the heart lives in: and now I have to put on all these things. But the way of putting them on is walking in the blessed consciousness of the truth of my place in Christ. If a man is quickened, there will be the desires of that new nature, though he may not be able to enjoy it. There are affections and duties which flow from the place I am in. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved. Oh if my heart can live in that  in what I am  as elect of God, holy and beloved, I can put on anything then! It flows from the blessedness of the place I am in. If I live in the consciousness of my relationship, in the consciousness of what God is to me, these are the fruits that will follow. The first-named fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace; then there will be long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. But I must have love, joy, and peace first. If I am perfectly happy in God, I do not mind if a person insults me; but take it patiently. I am perfectly happy, and have got my soul in the place of these blessed affections. Hence other things will not have the power to turn me from it. He says therefore, Put on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved. 

    So with Christ. He is above all: He is the blessed object, elect, precious  the Holy One, the beloved One above all. And He is our life. When I can act as being in this place, my heart is true in its affections. There we are in this blessed relationship; and we must seek to have the abiding consciousness of what we are before God, that we may, in the enjoyment of this, produce the fruits suitable to this state. Put on these various things which are the life of Christ in this world: Bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another and forgiving one another ... even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things, put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God [or, Christ] rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body, and be ye thankful. 

    But now, having spoken of its practical character, he goes on to another step in this life. He looks for the word of Christ dwelling richly in us in all wisdom; and he calls us to live in the largeness of heart and understanding that belongs to a person that has this place in Christ. He says, I want to have your heart and mind enlarged to live in these things; I want the word of Christ, this full revelation which God has given to us of His thoughts and mind as revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ, to be dwelling in you richly. 

    Let us now stop and ask ourselves, What has my mind been occupied with today? What has it been running after? Could you say, The word of Christ has dwelt in me richly? Now, perhaps we have been occupied with politics; perhaps with the town talk, or with something of our own. Has the word of our own heart, the word of our own mind, filled up the greater part of our day? That is not Christ. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom. All knowledge is in Him, and all practical wisdom. They are distinct things; but if they are real, they go wonderfully together. Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. This, then, is what is looked for; that in this condition there be the unfolding and development of the blessed knowledge of Christ. The Spirit of God takes of the things of Christ and shews them unto us. We live in that sphere in which God unfolds His own mind. 

    You may mark along with this, that it is not merely knowledge or wisdom of which he speaks, but he adds, Teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. It enters into the affections, because that is the character of hymns and spiritual songs. It is not so much knowledge written down like a sermon, but it is where the heart answers in its affections to the revelation of Christ, perhaps something that I have heard in a meeting when Christ has been unfolded: it is the Holy Ghost raising up the affections in answer to the revelation of Christ that has come down. Then there is the expression of the heart that has received it in the affections of the new man, answering to this in the praise and adoration that it produces. It may not be the reproduction of the same ideas, but it is the adoration of the heart that is drawn out towards the Person that has been revealed. 

    Whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. Here I get the whole course of everyday life. There are constantly difficulties that I find in passing through this world. I say, Ought I to do this thing or that, or not? I am uncertain as to the right course, or I may find great hindrances to doing what I think to be right. Now if ever I find myself in doubt, my eye is not single; my whole body is not full of light, therefore my eye is not single. God brings me into certain circumstances of difficulty until I detect this. It may be something that I never suspected in myself before which hinders me from seeing aright; but it is something between me and Christ; and until that is put away, I shall never have certainty as to my path. Therefore he says, Whatsoever ye do in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. This will settle 999 cases out of 1,000. If you are questioning whether you shall do a thing or not, just ask yourself, Am I going to do it in the name of the Lord Jesus? It will settle it at once. 

    Thus if a person says, What harm is there in my doing such-and-such a thing? I ask, Are you going to do it in the name of the Lord Jesus? Perhaps it may be something of which you will answer at once, Of course not. Then it is settled at once. It is the test of the state of the heart. If my eye is single, if the purpose of my heart is all right, I get here what settles every question: it tests my heart. I wanted to know the right path, and it is as simple as ABC. If my heart is not upon Christ, I shall endeavour to do my own will; and this is not Gods will. There is the constant uniform rule which clearly judges every path and circumstance: am I simply doing it in the name of the Lord Jesus? 

    But what do I find with it? Giving thanks to God and the Father by him. In another place it is said, In everything give thanks. Where my heart can take Christ with me, my mind is on God, and I can say He is with me, even if it is tribulation. I have got the path of God, I have got Christ with me in my path; and I would rather be there than in what is apparently the fairest and pleasantest thing in the world, as it is said in Psalm 84, In whose heart are the ways of them. 

    Thus closes this unfolding of the life of Christ. It begins with the great truth that we are dead and risen with Christ  the judgment of the old man absolutely and completely, and our reckoning it practically to be dead. People have talked about dying to the flesh, and of its being a slow death, etc., which is all nonsense. It is a simple fact that is true already. And if I died with Him, I shall live with Him. It is the power of this that works in my soul. The root of all Pauls doctrine is that we have been crucified with Him, and have died with Him; and it is not now we who live, but Christ that lives in us. Then Christ becomes the object of this life. Having laid that ground, that the old man is put off and the new man put on, which is Christ, he draws the consequence of the blessing in which we stand, and the fruits which spring from Him; and then there is this simple but blessed rule for him that is in earnest  I do nothing but what I can do in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

    One great thing here practically put before us is this Christ is all. He is in all; but this is the great thing we have to look to, Is He practically all? Can you honestly say, Though a poor weak creature, notwithstanding I am not conscious of having a single other object in the world but Christ? You find many difficulties  you are not watchful enough  your faith is feeble  you know your shortcomings; but can you, notwithstanding all this, honestly say, I have no object in the world but Christ? 

    First, the root of all is Christ as the life. Then, we pass over to the outward conduct in the mans walk. And let me remark that, while a person maybe walking outwardly uprightly and blamelessly, it may be very feebly as a Christian and without spirituality. You will find many a true Christian, who has Christ as his life, and with nothing to reproach him as to his walk, and yet has no spirituality whatever. If you talk to him about Christ there is nothing that answers. There is, between the life that is at the bottom and the blamelessness that is at the top, between him and Christ, a whole host of affections and objects that are not Christ at all. How much of the day, or of the practice of your soul, is fined up with Christ? How far is He the one object of your heart? When you come to pray to God, do you never get to a point where you shut the door against Him? where there is some reserve, some single thing in your heart, that you keep back from Him? If we pray for blessing up to a certain point only, there is reserve Christ is not all practically to us. 

  
    THE NEW MAN (JT 25)

    Colossians 3: 9 - 17; Ephesians 4: 17 - 25

    QuesCould you give a short summary of what was before us yesterday for the sake of those who were not here? 

    JTOur subject in all four meetings is one, that is, it embraces the features of christianity that are spoken of as new under four distinct heads: the new cruse, which we considered yesterday morning; the new bottles, which we considered yesterday afternoon; the new man, which we propose to consider on this occasion; and then the new Jerusalem, which it is thought should be considered this afternoon. 

    At our first reading we dealt with the new cruse, reading from 2 Kings 2, part of Acts 1, and the closing verses of Mark 9, to bring out a little the preservative element in what was left here by the Lord as formed by Him. The vessel, or cruse, it was thought, was seen in Acts 1, and the new features were noted. Then the salt put into it was particularly enlarged on in a practical way, as showing how divine things are preserved in freshness amongst the people of God. Then, in the afternoon, the closing verses of Luke 5 were read, which speak of the parable of the new cloth and the old garment, the new wine and the new bottles, in conjunction with the opening and closing verses of Acts 2, to point out the strength of the vessels into which the Spirit came; how the assembly at the beginning was great enough, or rather those who formed the assembly, were great enough to receive the Spirit. There was no evidence of any incongruity in the away they behaved. With the presence of the Holy Spirit in them they were equal to the further increase, as it were, from heaven through the apostles ministry  the vessels were great enough for it  and great enough also for the influx of converts through the gospel. So in that way it was a question in the bottles rather of moral greatness and strength. 

    EJMcBThe general impression in my own mind in the morning, was that we reached the thought of what was preservative, and the feeling in relation to peace among ourselves; and in the afternoon we saw the importance of there being a vessel here that would answer to any outpouring that God might give in relation to it, so that whether it was a question of increase of spiritual capacity it would stand it, or an increase of numbers in the saints it would stand that too. 

    JTOur subject on this occasion, as has been remarked, is the new man, which obviously presents a different line of thought, and I think what may be borne in mind to begin with is that the new man is what is for God in the midst of what is old and corrupt; first, as in Colossians in the way of freshness in the energy of life, and then secondly in Ephesians, as a creation, a positive creation marked by what stands in the midst of the corruption, and holds for God in that freshness. It is created in truthful righteousness and holiness, and the renewing in the spirit of the mind involves that that is maintained in freshness. The word, being renewed, would indicate that what is created does not grow old; it remains fresh. 

    ASLWhat is the thought of the new man in Colossians being spoken of as fresh, and in Ephesians as what is entirely new? What is the precise point? You said something about it with regard to life. 

    JTIn Colossians there is that in the new man that is fresh as a child is to its parents  the freshness of life. The knowledge that marks it is of a different kind. The idea of youthfulness is not in that knowledge. Renewed in knowledge is not the idea of youthfulness, but knowledge that is different, whereas in Ephesians the creation is different. It is a new man created in truthful righteousness and holiness, and the renewal of the spirit of the mind is what conveys the idea of youthfulness. There is remarkable wisdom in the use of the words; perhaps you know that better than I do. 

    ASLIt is very interesting and practical. It is new in Ephesians in the sense of that which never was before  the new man created new altogether, but then kept fresh. 

    JTKept fresh. The being renewed in the spirit of your mind is the youthful thought in Ephesians, whereas in Colossians renewed into full knowledge is the thought of a different kind of knowledge. 

    EJMcBThen is the Ephesian thought to secure something that never gets old? 

    JTThat is what I thought. There the word new means it is different, whereas the renewal of the spirit of the mind is, it is kept youthful. There are two words used in the original in Colossians, the new man is youthful and the knowledge is different; renewed there is not the idea of youthfulness, because it is to the image of Him who created him. 

    GJEWas there anything in the reading of Colossians first? 

    JTI thought we might consider what is for God in youthfulness first. We have, I think, indications in the Old Testament of what God found, or intended to find, through the death and resurrection and ascension of Christ. For instance, in Genesis 1 the earth emerges from death, as you might say, and we have immediately the evidence of life, and, as is obvious, in peculiar freshness. The earth coming up out of the waters brought forth by the divine word grass, herbs, and trees. There would be nothing old there. The life obviously would be all fresh and new. A delightful scene it would be for any one capable of taking it in. I think in measure as the earth emerged from the deluge, there would be that also. Things began over again. 

    ASLAnd new in the sense of what never existed, coming out in freshness. 

    JTThen again in regard of persons  the Israelites coming out of Egypt: When Israel was a child, then I loved him (Hosea 11: 1). There God was taking account of the freshness of the affections that marked them as coming out of Egypt through the Red Sea. Then again he speaks of the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. Israel was holiness unto Jehovah, the firstfruits of his increase (Jeremiah 2: 2, 3). There was that beautiful freshness in them that delighted God, and though He would have preserved them, Ephraim grew old and developed grey hairs: grey hairs are here and there upon him (Hosea 7: 9). So in Romans 6: 4 you have the same thought: so we also should walk in newness of life. The word there is not the same as here, I admit, but still there would be what was for God, the newness of spirit and the renewing of your mind. All these things, I think, lead up to what we have formally stated here as the new man. 

    ASLNewness of life would be a kind of life that had never been before. 

    JTYes, in Romans, that is the force of the word new used throughout. 

    ASLNewness of spirit in Romans 7: 6 is the same word  quite a new kind of thing. 

    JTAnd so, too, the renewal of the mind in chapter 12. 

    PLDo you distinguish in that way between the words in Genesis 1? In the beginning God created. Would that go with the Ephesian thought? Then later, God made. Would that go with the Colossian thought? 

    JTIt is interesting to note that you have not got the word made in connection with the new man in Colossians, but you have it in Ephesians. In chapter 2 you have the word formed in regard of the new man: that he might form the two in himself into one new man. He is not only created, he is formed. I think that the distinction would be like what we get in Genesis 1; that in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Whatever there was we do not know; whatever there was for God is not stated, but when you come to the third day of creation, you have life for the first time, and it is in the sense that we are speaking of it. Then on the fifth day, you have animal life. In Isaiah 45: 18 we read, he formed it to be inhabited. 

    RBHow do you speak of the new man as having the Lord Himself in view? 

    JTWell, it would only be as a pattern. I do not think it ever speaks of Him directly in that way. 

    RBNot personally. 

    JTIt would be in the sense of the race. We have in Genesis the word man as covering one person; it is used to designate Adam when there were no other men; then you find it as designating the whole race. The new man would refer to what Christ is in character rather than what He is personally; it could not refer to Him personally. True enough, He was a different kind of man, but He was not a creation. Of course, as come personally into manhood, He was necessarily a different kind of man, but then the new man is said to be created, therefore you could not apply it to the Lord personally, but you can apply it as referring to His character. The old man, as a race, took its character from Adam, and so we take our character from Christ, only that the new man is definitely a creation. It is not the idea of a person at all. It is the idea of the character of those who have put it on. 

    EJMcBThe pattern from which life characteristically is formed is Christ. 

    FHBWhat came out in Christ as a Man is seen characteristically in the saints. 

    ASLYou could not have the new man without Christ as model and pattern, any more than you could have the old man without Adam. It is a collective thought, is it not? 

    JTYes, it is. It includes all the saints; it is not their persons exactly, but their character, what they are characteristically, as already said. 

    JJWould the new man be illustrated in Acts 3? You have mentioned chapters 1 and 2 in connection with the other two points. The freshness of the man leaping up, walking and praising God, and then the times of the restitution of all things being brought to light. 

    JTWell, quite. The new man was there characteristically in Peter and John, and then, too, in the man that was healed. 

    QuesDoes it connect with the second Man out of heaven? 

    JTThat would enter into it, but the idea stated of the second Man is that He is out of heaven. It refers to the Lord personally. We take character from Him as heavenly. The idea of the new man has in view our being in the midst of what is still old. We shall not speak of the new man in eternity. Of course, when you come to new creation, you do not get any designations of contrasts, for all things have become new. 

    JJWhat connection is there between the new cruse and the new bottles and the new man? 

    JTThe new cruse involves preservation, as we have been seeing, and the new bottles, being containing vessels, refer to how things are contained here. 

    It is how the things of God are contained  a vessel great enough to contain what came in. But in the new man it is not that at all. It is not either of those things. Of course they all run together, but the new man is what is for God, and what is here thus in testimony in contrast to the old man. It is put on, as the old is put off. 

    EJMcBWould it not be right to say that in the new man both of those thoughts of preservation and containing are conserved? 

    JTNo doubt there is a sort of constructive line of thought leading up to the heavenly city, but you can see in the new man what is for God. The man is for God. I think if we bear that in mind, we can understand that ultimately it will be God and men. I think in the new man we are in the presence of what is for God, not exactly in the future, but now, in the midst of what is corrupt, in the midst of what is under death and decay. There is that which is fresh and which continues fresh and which is incapable of being contaminated or corrupted. 

    WCGWould you say that the new man is the testimony and in having part in the new man we have part in the testimony? 

    JTThat is the effect of it, but I think it is what is for God first. I quite go with the thought of the testimony which the Lord may make clear, but I think we should see what is for God. Compare Colossians 3: 12 - 17. 

    WJHThe cruse and the bottles, and indeed the new Jerusalem are vessels, but the new man is not exactly a vessel, it is a character. 

    JTAlthough we say it is not a person, yet it is a creation involving persons, and primarily that must be for God. It seems to me that if you think of man as a creation you must think of God by him and for him, we read. Every creature is for Gods pleasure. For thy will they were, and they have been created (Revelation 4: 11). 

    RemThat is the great thought in your mind  what is for God, for Gods pleasure. 

    JTI think we have to keep that before us  what is fresh, as in the energy of life, and different to what is around. 

    HHAnd it is what is on the earth. Colossians does not go beyond the earth, does it? 

    JTNo, it is what is developed here, I think, in relation to Christ. Christ is the characteristic feature of Colossians. 

    HHIs there not a link between Romans and Colossians which would not come in in regard of Ephesians? I thought there was a sort of past history in regard of Colossians, that is, you could not really, so to speak, be a Lazarus unless you had come under the grace of Christ and divine support previous to that. Colossians would view the saints as risen, but on the earth. 

    JTJust so. I see what you mean. Christ is the dominating feature of Colossians. We are not exactly in the presence of the sphere of divine counsel in Colossians. 

    PLMoses in Psalm 90: 17 says, let the beauty of Jehovah our God be upon us, and it says of him in Deuteronomy, that his eye was not dim nor his natural force abated. Would that be what is for God in freshness and life? 

    JTI think that is good. There was the work of God. Psalm 90 contemplates what man is as dying, and then what God would do. Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy majesty unto their sons. And let the beauty of Jehovah our God be upon us; and establish thou the work of our hands upon us: yea, the work of our hands, establish thou it (verses 16, 17). There would be, I think, there the thought of what we have before us, the beauty of the Lord. 

    HFNYou made a very interesting connection yesterday between the new cruse and Acts 1, and the new bottles and chapter 2. Is there any point in the history of the Acts where the truth of the new man is developed? 

    JTSpeaking of it fully contemplates the Jew and Gentile. In Acts 3, as has been suggested, you have Peter and John going up to the temple together at the hour of prayer. They went up together. I think there was there Gods best, as it were  Peter and John, a beautiful blend of experience and love. They went up together, it says, into the temple at the hour of prayer, and then the invited the man to look on them. Look on us. I think that heaven would look on them with supreme delight at that time. In fact, if you take the closing verses of chapter 2 you have the features that we are dwelling upon, in the beautiful relation in which the saints were set; it is not what they were told to do, but what marked them, as it were, naturally; I mean, of course, in a spiritual sense. 

    There were added three thousand on that day, and, as we remarked, there was no inconvenience. There is seen to be ample accommodation, and then the Spirit goes on to tell us what marked them, not in the way of obedience to a commandment, but what they did. They persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers (Acts 2: 42). And no one counted anything they had as their own. They continued in a happy mutual state, and it says that they broke bread in the house. I think that there must have been a great many houses in Jerusalem. The wide reference to the house in the Lords ministry must have had in view what would come in as the Holy Spirit came down  the great influx of converts, so that they should be properly housed, that they should be under hospitable roofs, as it were, where family affections should be developed. We do not know whether there were any halls in Jerusalem large enough to accommodate such numbers; I do not suppose there were any such, but they were not without accommodation. 

    I think the Lord had prepared houses for the saints, so that there must have been a great many houses for the breaking of bread. They broke bread in the house, that is to say, not in any particular house, but house-wise, as we might say; the whole scene must have been perfectly delightful to heaven. It was the immediate result of the testimony of the Spirit here. Peter and John, I think, would be, as it were, the very cream of that in the way of intelligence, and experience, and love. They were perfectly united, for the Spirit says they went up together to the temple. 

    JBC-lIt seems significant that the first great interruption to what you speak of was on the line of untruthfulness. The bringing in of the lie against the Holy Spirit was the first great interruption of what had been separated in the power of the Spirit. 

    JTThat is a most important remark, because one has felt of late the peculiar influence of lying, which is, as you might say, the first mark, indeed, the characteristic feature of the old man. How it comes up in difficulties of local matters  a spirit of untruthfulness. You can hardly fasten it on anyone, and yet there it is. As soon as a local difficulty arises you have an untruthful spirit, and hence in Colossians it says, Do not lie to one another (Colossians 3: 9), and in Ephesians, having put off falsehood (Ephesians 4: 25). I believe that the traits of the new man would be the antidote; The law of truth was in his mouth is said of Levi; Malachi 2: 6. It is not only that he says the thing literally that is true, but the law of truthfulness is there. He will not deceive you whatever he says to you. He will convey what is true, whereas a man who has not got that law in his mouth might say true things, and yet leave you with an untrue impression. 

    GWWThat is the very opposite to what came out in Christ. When they asked Him who He was, He said, Altogether that which I also say to you (John 8: 25). There you have truth. 

    JJSo the new man would be transparent like the heavenly city. 

    JTAnd as was remarked, this beautiful thing that came in consequent upon the ministry of the Spirit was interrupted by untruthfulness. It was the old man working, as you might say. 

    RSSUntruthfulness and lying were immediately exposed in connection with christianity. In the Old Testament lying was passed over. Take Rahab, for instance, and many other instances of the same sort. But when the Lord came into the world, when grace and truth came by Jesus Christ, great account is taken of truthfulness, and so we get the new man created in truthful righteousness. 

    JTQuite. That is very interesting, and because, of the old man God bore with things then which are simply intolerable now, because we have now got the new. We have discarded the old. 

    JCSIs the new man Gods way of securing in a scene of falsehood and corruption those precious features presented here in Christ? 

    JTThat is right; that is just what it is  the continuance of the features of Christ in the scene of corruption; and it is, I assume, what we should keep before us  that there should be, however small, at least that. 

    JCSHow would it work out in regard of one another? The primary thought is what is there for the approbation of God. 

    JTThat is what I thought. It is seen as it should work out amongst the saints, in the verses we have read; Colossians 3:12-15. 

    RBHow does the word fit in to Laodicea? 

    The faithful and true witness. Does that stand related to what we are speaking of? 

    JTI think it would. Faithfulness is that you are true to what you say, or you are true to what you are entrusted with; it is a great feature. To be true is that there is no deviation from the path; you stand by it in all its features. 

    WLSo in the interruption that came in in the early days of christianity, what was said was true but was not the truth. 

    JTJust so; it was not all the truth. 

    HFNDoes it work out in the close of Revelation, where it speaks of those within who have washed their robes and have right to the tree of life, and without is every one that loves and makes a lie? Is the Lord working with us in regard of local difficulties to make us realise what properly belongs to the within and the without, so that in result every one that makes a lie is found without? 

    JTIt is very searching and solemn; wisdom is so essential in regard to those difficulties. But wisdom, where shall it be found? (Job 28: 12) and Thus there is not a wise person among you (1 Corinthians 6: 5). Wisdom comes into evidence, I think, in the locating of the offender, so that the least possible damage is done. I believe that one of the greatest things in discipline is that there should be the least possible damage and yet that the offender should be dealt with according to God. So, as you were saying, the one who loves and makes the lie is outside. It seems to me that the peculiar attack at the present time is in local eruptions. In these the features of the old man develop, and the antidote is in the development of the features of the new. 

    Now in 2 Samuel you have, I think, an antichristian uprising, first of a general character in Absalom (2 Samuel 15), and then of a local character in Sheba (2 Samuel 20). The latter would have made it a general thing if he could; he said, We have no portion in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, Israel (2 Samuel 20:1). Many went after him, but happily the uprising became local. He was in the city Abel and apparently no other city was involved. Now Joab would have destroyed that city in dealing with the offender, having no thought of saving all the others. His one thought was to destroy the offender, but without any thought of the many that might go down with him. And I believe that is where wisdom comes in. It says there was a wise woman there and she went to all the people in her wisdom  mark, to all the people. In a local matter it is the responsibility of every person there, and you want every person to act, because it is in acting, in taking up the obligation, that one saves oneself and proves oneself clear in the matter. So it says that she went to all the people in her wisdom and they cut off Shebas head. They did it, and threw it over the wall, and the city was saved. The offender was dealt with, but the saints were all saved. There was the least possible damage; there was no damage in regard of anyone, but the evil was dealt with. 

    It is a question of developing what is new in dealing with these things. It is not certain ones in the company grouping together against others. That is simply the old method  the old man. We have to revert to new measures, and new measures are wisdoms measures, and wisdoms measures are Gods measures, and they are effective. 

    JSHence the importance of having that which is new in the meeting. 

    JTIt is so very easy to group, to take sides in matters, and the meeting become divided. That is not new at all. That marks the world. 

    HHThe woman did not undertake to cut off the head of Sheba and throw it over the wall; she spoke to the inhabitants of the city and they did it. The principle is important. I must not cut off the head of a brother. 

    JTNo, you must not. That is very important. Sometimes it is done. All the saints should be brought into such matters. 

    HHIn that same scripture you have referred to, the wise woman said, They were wont to speak in old time, saying, Just inquire in Abel: and so they ended (2 Samuel 20: 18). 

    JTI have no doubt the allusion is to what is available locally. It says, Inquire in Abel, that is where the trouble was. For instance at Corinth  that is where the trouble was  they had the means of dealing with it. They might have inquired; they were temple of God. Inquire in Abel; and so they ended. 

    ASLThe wise woman did not dwell at Corinth. 

    JTApparently there was no wise woman there. The apostle says, Thus there is not a wise person among you (1 Corinthians 6: 5). 

    GJEThe elements set forth in the wise woman, and her being able to influence the city, one would desire to be found in every local gathering. 

    JTThat is just what I was thinking. 1 Corinthians develops wisdom, but it is called hidden wisdom, and I believe that is available in the temple, and it is wisdom that was predetermined before the ages for our glory. So we have resources that existed before the world; all will remember the well-known allusion to Hebron  that it was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. His princes were at Zoan. It would appear to be the place of worldly wisdom, and I believe that many of us are there in dealing with assembly matters, bringing in the ordinary methods of the world in grouping together locally, one against another, instead of resorting to inquiry together as the temple. Then you get at the resources that were before the world, and so you are sure to undo what Satan is doing. They are the only methods, the only resources capable of undoing what Satan has built up in this world. 

    Judahs princes were at Zoan; there they would take counsel, but Jehovah said, they are but fools, the princes of Zoan, ... their counsel is become senseless (Isaiah 19: 11). The princes of this world do not know anything about the hidden wisdom; they crucified the Lord of glory, but the believer knows. He knows, or should know, and the appointed way is to inquire. If we ask of God, temple-wise, there will be a solution; I am sure of that, and we do not need to lean on any party. God will come in and there will be the locating of the offender, and all the saints will be with you in it. 

    WWWould the wise woman involve the formative work that would come to light in Colossians? 

    JTI think she does. Colossians is what was before the world morally. You have something that is of God set over against what is in the world, so that philosophy or human wisdom is rejected, not only because it is bad, but because it is not needed. You have got something better. 

    EJMcBSo in a way you have got the Colossian thought in Antioch, where they were first called christians. I thought a totally new character of man was in evidence that you could not connect with either the Jew or the Gentile. 

    WJHAnd Peter and then Barnabas tried to bring in the old man through the principle of dissimulation. The enemy is always at work on that line, because he is a liar and the father of lies, and the old man was begotten by him. 

    JTCertain came from James, showing how we may influence one another in what is evil. 

    PLSo that just after Antioch, Elymas the magician appears. Is that the element of the old man and opposition to the new man? 

    JTJust so. 

    HFNThe brethren sending relief to the poor saints in Judaea from Antioch would be the contrast to that  the early working out of the new man. 

    JTI think in following the thread in Acts (we have been dealing with chapter 3) chapter 4 presents the climax of it in Jerusalem. Peter and John had rendered their testimony together, and the man held them. He leaped up and walked with them into the temple and praised God  a delightful condition that was in itself so pleasurable to heaven. Now chapter 4 shows that their testimony, as set out in these two chapters, being finished, they went to their own company, and they merged in it, for, as they reach the company they are no longer distinctively Peter and John. As together they represented something for God, they served in that connection, but when that is finished, they come back to the company and merge in it. So it is no longer Peter and John in the company, but the whole company and all the apostles having their place. The same features that appeared at the end of chapter 2, seen in that company in an intensified way, is the climax of the work of God in Jerusalem from the standpoint from which we are speaking. After that you have the sin of Ananias and Sapphira, and then the dissatisfaction of the Hellenists, which give, as it were, the end of a chapter; so that from that point God operates towards Antioch and the things that we are speaking of develop there. We get the assembly that was there and things are presented as wholly according to God. 

    JBC-lThe introduction to the gospel of Luke seems to have this Colossian idea in view, I mean as to the divine pleasure. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men (Luke 2: 14). I was turning over what you suggested as to the new man being for God first. It would really be the bringing to pass in the power of recovery of what was for the divine pleasure in the midst of corruption. 

    JTYes; that is so. 

    WJHSo untruthfulness in Ananias and Sapphira and the sectional spirit in the widows were the first efforts of Satan to get a footing in that which bore the character of the new man in Jerusalem. 

    JTYes; the old showing itself in opposition to the new. 

    PLSo as things were waning in Jerusalem the features of the new man are seen in Stephen  the shining countenance and the spirit of Christ. 

    JTQuite so. 

    FSMThe expression, Having put on the new, in Colossians  would you say a word as to how that works out? 

    JTThe idea has to be laid hold of in your mind. Putting it on would be an act of your mind, as I understand it; that is, you take it up as an act of your mind, being enlightened as to it. The apostle does not introduce it as something they did not know about. He refers to it as something of which the Colossians knew  something they had done; and I apprehend they had, on the principle of faith and in their minds, taken up the idea of the new man, which, I suppose, would have come to them, through whomsoever the light came, as the character of Christ. They were evidently lovers of Christ; they had received Him, it says, and they would, as loving Christ, put on the new man. But the taking it up in that way as an act of your mind does not mean that the thing characterises you, and so, I think, the apostle introduces it here that it might characterise them. 

    You will observe that he goes on to point out what marks the new man which they had put on, that he was renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him. There was no room in him for Greek philosophy or anything of that kind. It was the kind of knowledge, as it were, in God Himself, 

    the Creator. Then he points out that there is no distinction of nationality, nor is there anything there that marks men in this world. He states first what this new man is, and then he says, Put on therefore, as the elect of God. That I think is what confirms what we are saying, that the new man is for God. As having put on the new man they were Gods elect. Mine elect in whom my soul delighteth! (Isaiah 42: 1). They corresponded to Christ. He had elected Christ. It is not a question there of what the Lord was in His own divine Person, but what He was here as a Man  that He was delightful to God. He was Gods elect, in whom His soul delighted, but they would give delight only in the measure in which there was this beautiful freshness in what they were to put on. As it says, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering. These are the things that God has delight in. 

    WCGThe hymn we sang helps us in that connection, Lord Jesus, source of every grace (114:1). 

    JTJust so. 

    FSMWhile having put on the new man, they still needed the exhortations that follow. 

    JTThe exhortations indicate how it works out in you. You are regarded as having taken the thing up as a matter of light by faith, but now you put on all these things and you are perfectly delightful to God. One would love to get the thought into ones soul in Mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!  God speaking of what He found in Christ, and, in measure, what He finds in the saints also as His elect. 

    FSMYou pursue the things so that they may be true characteristically. 

    JTThe things are illustrated by the green grass, herbs and trees  which the renewed earth, the earth as coming up out of death at the beginning yielded to the Creator. Everything was fresh, and so it is with the saints. It is one thing to come up out of death, but then the earth might be bare. You might have the earth coming up out of death without grass. It is the grass and the herbs and the trees that make the thing delightful  the evidence of life is there. 

    DLHI was going to ask whether, having put off the old man and having put on the new, does not correspond with what we have in the previous chapter in the thoughts of circumcision, burial, risen with Christ, and quickening. Do not these thoughts of having put off and having put on correspond with those statements in the previous chapter? 

    JTI should say that fully. Chapter 2 is, as you might say, the doctrine. 

    DLHAnd that is how it is applied, because, if they were buried with Christ, where was the old man? And if they were risen with Christ, there was the new. 

    PLWould not the half-open flowers in the temple, within and without, answer to the thought? The within for God and the without in testimony for men. 

    JTThe half-open flowers are the evidence of fresh life. 

    ASLWould you say a word on the remarkable expression, As the truth is in Jesus. 

    JTWell, in Ephesians you come to the complete thought involved in the new man and in the old. The truth as in Jesus is stated there as involving the putting off of the old and the putting on of the new, so that it would involve His death and resurrection. 

    ASLThe personal name is striking  Jesus. Bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus (2 Corinthians 4: 10). 

    JTDo you not think this would link on the idea from Colossians with the new man in Ephesians, in that he begins with Christ in the passage? But ye have not thus learnt the Christ, if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as the truth is in Jesus. 

    FHBWhy does he say in Jesus, rather than in Christ? 

    JTChrist is the One in Ephesians who does things for God. What I learn, I learn from Him. I have heard from Him because being anointed He instructs; but then, what the apostle is at is to bring out the connection between Jesus, which is what He was here as a Man and what He is now too, and the new man. What He was personally as here, we are as a creation; that is, we are created in truthful righteousness and holiness. It is the difference, I think, as to the kind of man, between Adam innocent and Christ. Innocency will not do, and that shows what this word new signifies. You might have another Adam like the first one. God could do that; it would be new in the ordinary sense of the word, but it would not be a different one. The point is to see that it is a different one. The difference is that Adam was created in innocency, not in righteousness nor in holiness. 

    The new man is created in truthful righteousness and holiness, and that is what Christ was as become Man, and if you have a creation in truthful righteousness and holiness, that creation is going through. That can never be dominated by Satan and that is the reason why Ephesians presents the full thought  that God has got something capable of standing in the corruption. It is a creation, but it is a creation in truthful righteousness and holiness, and then the renewal of the spirit of your mind keeps it in freshness, because the word for renewal is that for freshness. It is ever fresh and untaintable. It never grows old. 

    ASLDoes not the thought of the introduction of the personal name of Jesus take you to the cross, where the old man had been dealt with and removed? 

    JTQuite. I think it is a question of what has come about in one Man, in Christ as a Man, in Jesus. 

    DLHBut is it not the moral features that were set forth in Jesus as a Man here? 

    JTI think it is, only the truth involves His death. There could not be the putting off of the old without that. It is to be noted that in Ephesians the new man is created after God, as it is said. The new man reflects what God is morally as revealed in Christ. 

    JJIn Ephesians it is, Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord. In this connection, I suppose it would save from all local difficulties. 

    JTWhat precedes what you have quoted is, but be filled with the Spirit, so the saints are preserved in being filled with the Spirit; all that goes to make up what we are speaking of. There is the preservation of the new thing in freshness, so Gods delight is in it, and one would particularly like to keep that in view, because God looks for His own part, and if we love God, we shall not deny Him His part. So I think we want to preserve these beautiful traits of Jesus in our relation with one another. 

    ASLYe have not thus learnt the Christ. Did you think that the expression the Christ would involve the new man  Christ Himself and this company associated with Him? Because there is a difference between Christ personally and the Christ. 

    JTI think the Christ is a question of the anointing. There is that which God anoints. As anointed, He has set forth what God is, and the new man corresponds with this; he is created according to God ... in truthful righteousness and holiness. 

    AMIf the Lord delight in us. Would not that be the commencement? If God delight in us as expressing the new man, we shall have the consciousness of it. 

    JTHe creates what He delights in; He creates Jerusalem, ... And I will rejoice over Jerusalem (Isaiah 65: 18, 19). Enoch had the testimony that he pleased God. There was that there for God in the midst of corruption. 

    HWSWould there be the possibility of the acceptance of the truth of putting off the old man without having the qualities of the new? 

    JTI think that is what is intimated here. He brings in these qualities that they should not be lacking. You may sow your field and it is potentially the crop, but you have got to wait for the springing up of the crop. 

    JCSGod will accept no human substitution for these qualities. 

    PLWould you think that the expression in Proverbs 12: 11, He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied, goes with it? Satisfaction is in the tillage. 

    JTQuite. A divine thought received into an honest and good heart and understood is the seed. Then there is the needed care that the desired fruit may come. 

    JCSWould you say a word how the assembly, the body, and the new man are presented in Colossians? 

    JTThey run together. Colossians does not go on to the full thought of the assembly. You do not get the full thought of God in Colossians. What is emphasised is life in the way in which we have spoken of it, and one can see how that bears on the truth of the body. He is Head of the body, the assembly. That is a general thought in Colossians, which is worked out in Ephesians. It is brought in in the former epistle to show His greatness, but the truth of the mystery is not really developed in Colossians. It is a question of the greatness of Christ and the saints having life. It really resolves itself into this, do I love Christ? If I do, then Christ is everything to me, and the more I know Him, the more I know I have everything in Him. That is how I understand it. Everything comes out of Christ, but the main thing is to see that He is my life, and that in the new man He is everything. Christ is everything, and in all. You want nothing outside of Christ. 

    As said before, Ephesians presents the full thought of the new man, he is created after God; he reflects the character of God  righteousness and holiness of truth. 

  
    NEW THINGS (JT 26)

    2 Kings 2:19 - 22: Luke 5:37 - 39; Colossians 3:10,11: Revelation 21:1 - 4

    I have before me to speak of what is new. We have in Scripture, as of God, what is righteous, what is holy, and what is living, but we have emphasised also what is new; and perhaps we are less conversant with what is new than we are with these other features, especially as the material system of things, which is old, is what we are naturally most familiar with, and in itself is legitimate and right. God has not wholly given up what belongs to the old in that sense. Every creature of His is good. Our bodies are still in relation to the old, so that as accustomed to these things and these thoughts, it is perhaps difficult for us to enter on the new, but God has announced that He will make all things new. He announced by the prophet Isaiah, Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be remembered nor come into mind. Isaiah 65:17. So that in the Scriptures He prepares us for what is new. Peter says, We according to his promise look for new heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 2 Peter 3:13. We have at the present time to practice righteousness in relation to the old, and in the millennium there will be a reign of righteousness in connection with the old, but for the dwelling-place of righteousness new heavens and a new earth are required. For if righteousness is to dwell it must be undisturbed. One idea of a dwelling-place in Scripture is a place undisturbed, a place into which nothing foreign enters, and I need not say that in the present order of things (what stands in connection with the present heavens and earth) there are such disturbances. Even the millennial kingdom, although perfect from its heavenly point of view, is not a perfect condition. There will be decline in it. In the book of Numbers the offerings of the feast of tabernacles (which will have their proper fulfilment in that day) begin with thirteen bullocks and diminish to seven. Spiritual basis is perfect, but nevertheless there will be decline and ultimate rebellion against God; a rebellion indeed which is summarily dealt with, but nevertheless proving that the capability of it is there. Hence the government of God, as Peter deals with it, requires new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness is to dwell. 

    You will all remember how the tabernacle of old was marked by gold inside; now gold is symbolical of divine righteousness, of what God is as revealed in Christ. The tabernacle was intended to be a dwelling-place; for all outside was different. The sphere of the gold was then pointing to a time when there would be new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness would dwell. The assembly will be that, and, indeed, it was that at the outset. It was the home of righteousness. It was not simply that righteous things were done there, but righteousness had a home there, it had a home in the assembly, and it should have and it has, too, a home wherever the Holy Spirit has His way with us. Where Christ is the centre the Spirit has a home for righteousness. Now that is what God has in view  new heavens and a new earth  and we look for it. We, according to his promise, Peter says, look for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 2 Peter 3:13. We look for that in the measure in which we feel the disregard of righteousness in this world, for God has promised that there will be a scene where righteous- ness will dwell. 

    Well, I want to show you, dear brethren, how we begin with what is new, and I take up the new cruse of which we read in 2 Kings. That book, as most of us know, sets forth typically the present dispensation. It begins with one man falling, and another man ascending  see chapters 1 and 2. It is Satan, as it were, falling from heaven, and the Lord Jesus Christ ascending into heaven. The king of Israel falls down through a lattice never to arise, and Elijah goes up into heaven in a whirlwind, that is typically Christ ascending into heaven; and Elisha receiving a double portion of his spirit is a type of the Spirit of God down here in us at the present time. Mark, a double portion of the Spirit! Then Elisha, taking up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, smites the Jordan in the name of the Lord God of Elijah and returns in the power, I may say, of the double portion of Elijahs spirit to Jericho. There the men of the city called his attention to what was lacking in the city. It had a pleasant situation, but the water was naught and the ground barren. Just prior, however, to that, the sons of the prophets who were the religious descendants of men whom God had used in power, made an effort to set aside the great truth of the moment  that is the truth of the ascension. They did not deny that the Jordan had been crossed as divided, but they tried to set aside the heavenly side of the truth governing that, that Christ has gone up into heaven. And so they persuaded the prophet to send fifty strong men to find Elijah. Fifty strong men! They were on the lines of the king of Israel, in that respect; he had his fifty strong men and another fifty. So these sons of the prophets had their fifty; they were not delivered from the old thing, they were like the world. Although they were sons of prophets, they had taken on the character of the world, and in that character, as you might expect, they were endeavouring to set aside the great truth of the moment, that is, that Elijah had been taken up into heaven, and that God was about to carry on and maintain a new system of things here. 

    Well now, the men of Jericho were not like that. They were men ready to be helped, ready to benefit by what was there, they were in readiness to benefit by what God provides, whatever it is. God has provided a means of help, and readiness to avail myself of it is sure to mean that I will obtain the help, and help is obtainable at the present time. Well, the men of Jericho had called attention, as I said, to the situation of the city; that it had a pleasant situation, but the land was barren and the waters were naught; and they knew that Elisha had the power of Elijah, and so they sought help. It is a very fine principle this at the very outset, to have a true estimate of the thing, a true estimate of existing need, and to look for help, for remedy. And so the Lord answers to such a wish and sets Himself to supply the remedy. 

    It required a new cruse. Bring me a new cruse. You must begin with this principle, that it is not a question now of reformation, for Christianity is not that. John the baptist came in on that line, but the Lord Jesus came on the line of what is new. So the prophet requires a new cruse. He impressed all the men of Jericho at the outset that things must be on the principle of what is new. As I said, the sons of the prophets were on an opposing line, they were opposers; although recognising that Elisha had the power of Elijah, they nevertheless would set aside the great truth governing that, that is ascension, for the Holy Spirit here is a testimony to Christ in heaven. So the prophet required a new cruse with salt put therein; in other words, the men of Jericho, exercised about the situation, would be reminded of the element of preservation. Am I able to preserve a thing, not only to retain it in my mind, not only to remember it, but to carry it about for a week, perhaps, or a month, or a year, or ten years or a longer period? Can I take in a divine thought, a heavenly thought, a spiritual thought and preserve it? I do not mean the words merely, beloved friends, but the thing! Now if I take the word church or assembly as an illustration; if I take it as it was employed by the Holy Spirit in the Acts, it meant then a living company in which Christ was supreme, in which, as I said, righteousness had a home. What has that word become in mans mind today? Has it been preserved? Take it from any dictionary; has it been preserved in its original sense? No, beloved friends, it has not been preserved. The word has degenerated into a dry stick, which has lost all its sap. Men do not recognise it now in the way that the Holy Spirit did at the beginning. Even the word God, the word Jesus, the term the Holy Spirit, almost every term in Scripture has lost its original significance  I mean amongst professing believers generally. There has not been the element of preservation. 

    But now let me refer to the Lord Jesus as born into this world and anointed by the Spirit. In the gospel of Luke He goes into the synagogue, He takes up that portion of Scripture, the roll of the prophet Isaiah, and when He reads it, it takes on a living touch. If He spoke of the temple, as He did, He called it His Fathers house. What freshness! And how such an impression would fall in freshness on the ears of the disciples whom He loved and who loved Him! What was there about that which had become a den of thieves Matthew 21:3, Mark 11:17, Luke 19:46 to indicate that it was His Fathers house? But He says, Make not my Fathers house an house of merchandise. John 2:16. It acquired in His words a living touch. He also said, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you. Luke 22:15. The word had never so much power in anyones lips; in His lips it meant all that it conveyed from God. And so, as referred to by Him, everything takes on a living touch. The law had become a dead thing in the hands of the doctors of the law, but He took it up and put it in His heart; it was precious to Him. The law is holy, and just, and good, not a tittle of it shall pass till all be fulfilled; He had it in His heart, and carried it right through. Everything was taken up by Him from the divine side, and presented in its true relations, in freshness as it was at the outset; in other words, the salt was there, the element of preservation was present; and now Christianity in figure is to be introduced for that is what is typified in the passage I read. 

    The requirement is a new cruse with salt put therein. It refers to the company in the upper room in Acts 1 who had learned this great principle from Christ. We read that Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren; he dealt with the need of another apostle to take the place of Judas, and in that connection cited the Psalms; they were living in his mouth. He brought in the passage in divine intelligence that referred to the then position, even as the Lord had cited from the book of Isaiah the passage governing His own position in the synagogue at Nazareth. So Peter cites from the Psalms what governed the position in the upper room at that moment, that another must take up the bishopric of Judas. Then in further divine intelligence, he indicates that it should be one who had assembled with them all the time in which the Lord Jesus came in and went out among them, beginning from the baptism of John until the day He was taken up from them into heaven. It is the very same position as Judas had occupied, but Peter is dealing with it in a living way Peter thus brings out the preservative power that was there, for the Lord had educated him to that. Things are to be preserved in a living way, and so the Holy Spirit comes to that company, and Peter stands up on the day of Pentecost with the eleven. These twelve men had had a wonderful experience; the Lord had selected them sovereignly, and called whom He Himself would. They were called on the principle of sovereign selection in order that they should be with Him, and that He might send them forth to preach. In being with Him they would learn this great principle of salt; indeed He had said to them, Ye are the salt of the earth, Matthew 5:13 and they were that. 

    The Lord Himself had brought in the principle of preservation or salt, and under His influence they were a new cruse. They were a product of His own, wholly new, not born of fleshs will, nor of mans will; they were a wholly new thing born after Himself, and in them was this principle of salt  of preserving things in freshness. So it says The waters were healed to this day, that is to say, that the things of God continued long amongst the saints in their original freshness, for to this day always means that the thing had come down to the time of the writing, historic writing, divine writing, as shown long after the event. When you have to this day you may depend upon it attention is being called to the duration, the durableness of the thing. Among the early Christians there was the element of salt; divine things were preserved in freshness. 

    Well, I need not comment on the present application of this. If we are to be a new cruse it has to be after the original pattern. There must be a keeping under the influence of Christ to get the idea of salt in the vessel in which things are preserved in freshness for God. If things are to be preserved as they were introduced, it must be in persons; divine things are living things, and God is a living God, and if His things are to be preserved it must be in living persons. Now life, I suppose, is one of the greatest preservatives. As soon as the element of life ceases, decay sets in; corruption sets in when the principle of life is gone, and so it is spiritually. The salt really lies in the principle of life divinely given and maintained in our souls; in virtue of that we have divine things preserved as they were introduced, and so, as I said, I need not comment on the present application of this. Each one of us has to be a new cruse in which salt is, so that the preservation of what God has so graciously recovered for us is there. Divine things must be preserved in persons. As Paul says, The things that thou hast heard of me …. the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 2 Timothy 2:2. These things could not be handed down unless there is the vessel  the new cruse. The apostle says also, Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted, 2 Timothy 1:14. 

    I pass on now to speak of the new bottles. We are now dealing with that which can contain what is new. In Luke 5 the Lord taught in the order of constructive sequence. Scripture is remarkably constructive, it is not simply so many different sayings; they are put together in a constructive way and so in this chapter the Lord built up on the line of that which culminates in the thought of new bottles and new wine. I want to connect the thought of new with that which contains the thing in its fulness, carrying the idea of newness forward from the cruse with salt in it. There was at the beginning of Christianity the element of preservation, so also, that of strength to contain, and I want now to go back in connection with the latter thought to the source of things, connecting it with the thing in its fulness. You have wine suggested in Pauls ministry. At Pentecost they had wine. It was then fresh from heaven, and it was energetic. Wine would suggest that. New wine would burst old bottles, the old could not contain the full energy of the new. The great Roman Empire, of its kind, wonderfully powerful though it was, could not have contained this. Nothing outside of the vessel which God had prepared could contain it or keep this wonderful power within bounds. It was new wine. 

    We are in the fishing region just now, I was in the wine region a few weeks ago. If you had been there, you would have got light as to this subject. Wine has to be kept in suitable vessels, but it does not deteriorate in the vessels. The older the better, but it must be kept in vessels capable of containing it. As I said, in speaking of the new wine, the Lord refers to Christianity in the fulness of it. When the Holy Spirit had come, Judaism was set aside, and all believers  Jew and Gentile  were bound together in one body according to Ephesians. There was a divine vessel formed  the assembly according to Pauls ministry. That which he had built up was a vessel great enough to hold the new wine, and it did not burst. The wine and the bottles are both to be preserved; that is the divine thought. 

    Well now, at the present time it is a question whether we are great enough to take in Christianity in its entirety; it is a wonderful thing. Our apprehension of it, I fear, is extremely meagre. The Spirit pervading produces intelligence, affection, and service according to God, and also holy joy. Wine is a type of holy joy; it makes glad the heart of God and the heart of man; and it is preserved in the new bottle. How much are we up to this, dear brethren? I need not say we are extremely weak, and for that reason one would urge that we go back to the beginning and view the thing as it was in the light of both figures  new wine and new bottles  for if you see that, you will have a more just apprehension of the littleness of the present time; it is a day of small things, and one would be humbled by it. 

    I think it would tend to produce a longing to be more in keeping with that great vessel that holds the new wine and to walk in the light of it, seeking to be it in our measure, that is to say, to be expanded: as the word puts it, Be ye also enlarged. 2 Corinthians 6:13. It is as we make more room for the Spirit that we are great enough to contain the new wine in its original purity. If we are conscious of the new wine, and become proud of it, we lose the character of the bottle. The bottle and the wine are both to be preserved. The principle applies to every one of us, for we are all exposed to that danger. If I am made conscious of the energy of the Spirit, the joy of the Spirit, I only have it from God. As soon as I begin to get proud I lose the character of the bottle. The bottle and the wine are to be preserved together, so the Lord says, No man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved. No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new; for he saith, The old is better. This passage suggests that you do not pass into the new in a moment; there has to be a distance between the parting with the old and the perfecting of the new. It refers to experience; man does not enter into it straightway. You will find out by experience the superiority of the new, and so you do not go back. The older a brother becomes in the enjoyment of the things of God, the more he abhors the old, and he is not likely to go back. He has tasted too much, and he is not likely to go back to the old. No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new, for he saith, The old is better. You have got to acquire the taste for the new to prove how superior it is to the old. 

    I turn now to the epistle to the Colossians, which dwells on the new man. I have been dealing with vessels as figures  new cruse, new bottles  but now we come to the new man, where we have intelligence. In Colossians 3 it says, The new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. Now we come to what is for God, for God had a man before Him at the very outset. In this epistle the old man is put off, he is discarded. The old man is corrupt. We are born in sin and practised in sin, but here the old man is put off with his deeds. I want to enlarge a little about the new man; he is for God  a testimony for God; he is new, new in the sense of being fresh, and he is marked by the renewal in knowledge after the image of Him that created him. Believers individually are not referred to as new men; the new man is one idea  a collective thought. In order to be in it we need to be in unity. There is only one new man; it is a moral thought. The term, the new man is never applied to Christ. The new man is a creation, and Christ is not a creation, He is the Creator. It has developed in it all the moral features of Christ. It is developed in us, in the saints, and so it must be a new creation, for these features were not in the old. The old man is set aside; it is put off and the new is put on. There is now as God looks down on us, that is in Christians, that which shone in His beloved Son in His life down here. We are like Him in knowledge, for the new man is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. You can see that the new man is a mature thought; it is not an infantile thought, it is mature, for Colossians deals with maturity. 

    Ephesians also takes up the same subject, only the apostle carries it forward and says that he is created in righteousness and true holiness. Ephesians 4:24. That is what the new man is. Colossians is the freshness of it as new. We all know that in dealing with created things how we prefer the new to the old; that is the way in which God deals. In the new man He has all the saints formed after Christ. He has something entirely new and fresh. If they are dwelling in unity there will be that delightful sense of freshness to God. An illustration of it, I think, was presented on the third day of the creation. The earth came up from the sea, the dry land appeared. It had been submerged, but it came up from this submerged condition and then fertility followed. It came up from death and brought forth the green grass, the herbs, and the trees. The earth was not something bare, it was not rocks and mountains, there was fertility, and so it yielded that in which the eye of God had pleasure- there was the evidence of life. One would conjecture a little on the sense of newness. If one had been there, there would have been a delightful sense of newness. So God pronounces it Very good. That which is new is a great idea for the saints at the present time. We are new in the way that is suggested in a lepers ear being anointed by blood and by oil, that is to say we are to take in divine thoughts by the Spirit, so the apostle says of the new man, renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. Then it goes on to say, Where there is neither Greek nor Jew ... .. but Christ is all and in all. He is the Object for us, and He is in all. It is the collective idea. There is only one new man, and we have part in it in the measure in which we are in unity. Then we are exhorted to Put on therefore as the elect of God ... bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering, Colossians 3:12 etc. These are the traits of Christ developed in us collectively. They are the evidences of the freshness of life. 

    There is just one other reference I wish to make, that is to the new Jerusalem. There are great modern cities, but these will all be eclipsed in the age to come by the great city  the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. In relation to eternity  to the new heavens and the new earth  it is called the holy city, new Jerusalem. After the thousand years it is new, it is not old, it is holy, the new Jerusalem, and she comes down as a bride adorned for her husband. There is no decay, everything is new and fresh, and is in keeping with the holy scene  the new heavens and the new earth. We shall be that, dear brethren, and it is a wonderful thing to have before us. All these great things we have spoken of are new  the new cruse, the new bottles, the new man and the new Jerusalem. The elements ushering in that grand result in the future are being acquired now, and are operative here. 

    I urge on the young to be occupied with what is new. The Lord will help you on that line; you will realise by practice the newness of all that was introduced at the beginning when Christianity was first brought in. 

  
    SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR ASSEMBLY SERVICE (5) (JT 63)

    Colossians 3: 1 - 17

    JTIt is clear that the part of the chapter read involves the conclusion, in the apostles mind, of the doctrinal part of the epistle. It therefore reverts back to chapter 2 especially, again recalling what we have had before us as to the crucial side of the subject and the place death has in these chapters. In chapter 3 (including what is said of it in chapter 2) the allusion is to baptism. It is, as it were, what each one of us has had our hand in, for baptism enters into Christianity as a public sign as over against the Passover or circumcision in Israel. Death is spoken of in the second chapter as the state we were in by nature. We were dead, in that sense; not exactly judicially, but as to our state. Then we have burial added, which baptism conveys, and also the thought of resurrection. Romans does not carry the thought of baptism as far as resurrection, but Colossians does. Paul in Colossians is aiming at the saints moving on to heavenly things in view of the service of God, and so it adds the thought of resurrection to the idea of baptism, evidently in order to complete the thought in view of the service of God. We can take the ground of being risen, although resurrection is not final, nor is it basic exactly, but it is in view of ascension. We cannot have Christianity, either in a public or private way, except on the ground of ascension. This chapter leads on to it and, especially in view of the Lords supper, we are entitled to take the place of being risen; that is in the sense of being wholly free of the world. The idea of burial is that we are out of sight, but being raised is added, according to the twelfth verse of chapter 2. Then in verse 20 we have a hypothetical thought, which is a previous one to the one we have in chapter 3. It says, If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as if alive in the world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances?. Ordinances have a great place especially in Episcopalian countries. This country has a National Church, and ordinances are almost legalised; they become part of the religious profession of the people. So that the therefore, which is sequential in chapter 3, is of prime importance as to the service of God, which must be wholly free from mere ordinances and, however much we might add the thought of ritual to the things that are to be done in the Lords supper, there is no thought of it properly. The Lords supper should be done with intelligence, of course, and the apostle addresses himself to our intelligence in speaking of it in Corinthians, but it should be done as simply as possible. It is a simple thought involving simplicity as to the Christ. So that the less formality there is, save what is warranted in Scripture, the better. 

    PHHI do not quite follow your reference to having died and here being raised with Christ. Are you connecting that with a certain preparation of mind, having the Lords supper in view? 

    JTYes, in view of the latter part of it, I would say. We are not on resurrection ground in partaking of the Lords supper itself, but we are entitled to take that place after the memorial, leading on to the heavenly side of things. To complete our position we must refer to Ephesians, which tells us that we are raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ. I am speaking of what follows the taking of the emblems, included in the Supper, because the Lords supper is undoubtedly in the wilderness; it has to be taken in that position. 

    QuesDoes it help at all to see the objective the Lord has before Him? It says in John 13, Now before the feast of the Passover, Jesus, knowing that ... he should depart out of this world to the Father. And then a little later on knowing that ... he came out from God and was going to God. Then we have His service that His saints may have part with Him, but it seems that that great objective is always in His mind. 

    JTWell, what is to be said there is that John 14 contemplates His coming to us, which is a matter to be considered in view of the idea of the memorial in the Lords supper. He says, I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you, and we count on that, that the Lord comes to us. It contemplates that He is moving out of heaven. He moves, on the first day of the week, towards the brethren, towards the assembly. I should say properly that He moves toward the assemblies, and that raises the whole question as to whether He is remembered in heaven or whether we have in view that He is near. In Luke 24: 36 we are told that as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst. It is not said that He came as in John 20, but implies that He was near and ready to manifest Himself as the time for it arrived. He thus moves towards us, as we might properly say now, spiritually. Indeed it is just spiritually now, but still there is an actual movement involving His part on the earth where the sufferings are. 

    LESWould what you are saying link on with what we were considering on Lords day afternoon as to the suffering side connected with the wilderness? 

    JTYes, just so. The Lord is viewed, you might say, as He was here. As risen from the dead, He moved here for forty days. But then 1 Corinthians 15 says that He appeared to certain ones, and one of them was Paul. Last of all, he says, he appeared to me also. So that it must not only involve what He was in the forty days, but also what He is now as in heaven. He takes on these liberties, either spiritually or corporeally, so that He is free to be with us at any time, as He was with Paul. What we are saying now is of the highest importance, because it means that the Lord is free and it avoids our assuming that His position is static or stationary. He is active and from the Colossian point of view especially, because Colossians does not stress ascension. Paul speaks of what might have been known in the early days before He went up, and also what might have been known even after He went up, because we do know from 1 Corinthians 15 that He appeared to certain ones, including Paul. 

    QuesWould it be right to say that as we come into the position of being raised with Christ following the Supper, the Lord comes to us in that position? 

    JTI should not like to go so far as to say that it is the resurrection position. It was only a resurrection position as regards Himself in the forty days, and yet He moved about amongst them, not assuming that they were risen, but that they were in ordinary circumstances down here. The chapter we are dealing with contemplates us as risen, but that is an allusion to baptism; that is to say what resurrection means as seen in baptism. That is the ground that we may take in faith, because the faith position is really of the first importance in this epistle. If it be a question of faith, it is the ground we can take, because of the idea of resurrection being involved in baptism. 

    RemI was thinking of the resurrection position in regard to ourselves in the light of your remarks about through faith of the working of God, having that in our souls. You were suggesting that God is operating in the light of the resurrection of Christ. 

    JTWell, that would come in properly after the emblems are partaken of, because the Supper includes both the emblems and they both refer to the memorial of Christ. That cannot apply to Him as come amongst us. That is what I understand, because the Lords supper is properly in the wilderness and refers to persons, as we are, in flesh and blood, including brothers and sisters. 

    QuesWould the expression, Have your mind on the things that are above, confirm what you are saying? 

    JTWell, just so. Not on the things that are on the earth, which shows that we are on the earth in fact. 

    QuesDoes the Lord come personally or by the Spirit? 

    JTWell, both these things are true if you take the whole dispensation into account. He came personally to them after He rose. We are told He came personally and we see it in the first chapter of Acts. But then, as we have said, we see it in 1 Corinthians 15. John 14 would contemplate more the spiritual side. When it says, I am coming to you, it is left open, and I think it would cover the whole dispensation right down to the present moment. I doubt the wisdom of bringing forward the corporeal side, because there is hardly anything in Scripture to indicate that anyone experienced the Lords coming in this sense, although Paul said that He appeared to him, and even later in his service, the Lord actually stood by him and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome, Acts 23: 11. But then in saying that, why should we not accept the liberty the Lord takes, in that sense, at any time, if He is pleased to do so? To say that we have not experienced it, will not be enough; it is a question of what liberty the Lord may take, for He is a divine Person. 

    QuesAre we to take the position of being raised with Christ all the time? 

    JTNot if we are dealing with the order of the service of God. In introducing the Lords supper in 1 Corinthians, Paul does not contemplate that we are risen with Christ. He contemplates us as in flesh and blood condition, and that Christ is absent. When we are eating and drinking, doing our work and so forth, we are simply in ordinary flesh and blood condition, although, of course, in the light of salvation. Therefore the position we are in is not any different from the millennial position, for the millennial position will imply a flesh and blood state among men. What will happen eventually we have to work out from other scriptures, but that will be the millennial condition and it will show what God can do in men as they are, in spite of what Satan has done. Of course, Satan then will be bound. He is not bound now but, at the same time, the Spirit is in us. We have the Spirit now, and the Spirit enables us to move about as men in the flesh. The word in the flesh is just a form to show that we are not literally raised, we are in flesh and blood conditions. Then, added to that, we have the thought of the service of God properly. This is not continually going on; it is special, and we are entitled to take the ground of being risen and even ascended according to the state we may be in, not simply theoretically, but actually, for the Spirit of God may support us in such a way that we are conscious that we are with Christ and that we have part with Christ together in a collective sense. 

    QuesWhen you speak of the Lord being absent, does that convey the thought that He is in heaven, or that He is not yet in the assembly? 

    JTNot necessarily in heaven. It may be said in a formal way that He is gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him, and that He is at the right hand of God; but that does not set aside the fact that He is personally free to do what He pleases. 

    RemI was thinking of the end of Matthew, Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 

    JTWell, that is true. That is Matthews view and he is the only one that says that. He never says the Lord ascended and that is to bring out the great fact of the assembly in its functions down here, the local assembly, and then the general idea of it, that the Lord is with us all the time. It is a very comforting thought. So we have such expressions in Matthew, as where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them (Matthew 18: 20) meaning it is a local position. 

    EJMIs that what you had in mind when you spoke earlier about the Lord coming to the assembly, and then added that He comes to the assemblies, that is, the plural? 

    JTWell, both are true. Matthew 18 contemplates that where two or three are gathered together unto His name there He is in the midst of them. That does not mean the whole assembly; it is a local company, it is two or three. Then in John 14 we have, I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you. It is left in an indefinite sense, but the fact is there that He is at liberty to do so. Why should we not recognise that? A divine Person can never be limited, but must be free to do what He pleases. 

    GFGIn connection with this matter of the service of God and our being enabled to take our place as being raised with Christ, is that something more than we were considering yesterday in regard of being raised through faith of the working of God? 

    JTThe allusion is to the same thing, only that the latter thought (that is what we are dealing with now) is more definite. In the second chapter we have: ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him. That is a statement of a present fact, that we can take that ground. But then, when should we take it? There ought to be intelligence in our movements and in what we do in the service of God. As we come from our houses and sit down together to partake of the Lords supper, it is not then the time to introduce that passage in Colossians 2; it belongs to a subsequent part of the service. There are, so to speak, stages, as we often say, from glory to glory. The saints come out of their houses as in freedom from the influence of the world and sit down together. There is glory in that, but it is not the same glory as when we can take the ground of being risen with Christ and seated in the heavenlies in Christ. Why should we not do it? We are addressed as intelligent persons and we are dealing with the service, which is as much a service as that which Moses inaugurated. Thus, when we take on the service, we should know the parts of it and how Scripture refers to it, and to use the right scriptures at any given time. 

    JSEDoes the reference to being raised remove the mind from the sense of suffering? 

    JTIt does. The Lord is viewed as risen and, of course, you might say that the idea of suffering hardly fits; only we are dealing now, as we have said, with those that are addressed as intelligent persons. All these quotations from Scripture, therefore, as used in the service of God, ought to be used intelligently. Usually the service of God is dependent on someone taking part. It is not that we may not all, as it were, be in the Spirit, but there is the idea of someone taking part, because the service of God is largely a matter of speaking. Therefore if a brother is in power in the Spirit, his giving of thanks may lift us all up to a higher level. It is a question of what may be done by our taking part. There is great latitude, in a sense, but there is not to be mere words, but intelligence in what is being done, and why should there not be? The thought of priesthood involves intelligence and we are said to be priests of God and priests of Christ; the scripture says, the priests lips should keep knowledge (Malachi 2: 7), and a brother ought to bear that in mind, so that what he is saying is according to knowledge. 

    FCHWith regard to intelligence, how would you regard addressing the Lord as being above or on high, after the spiritual side is reached consequent on His coming in? 

    JTWell, I think if He is apprehended as having come in, it is happier to address Him as in our midst. But still if a brother addresses the Lord as above and as ascended and so on, then it would be a question of known doctrine, which is always right in its place. Mark would say, He is above, at the right hand of God, but Matthew does not say that. John would, of course, say both, but he entitled us to say that the Lord has come in, 

    and to say, It is the Lord. John himself would say that and did say that, and if you are intelligent enough or spiritual enough to discern that the Lord is there, why not speak accordingly? It is the Lord. The saints who are in the Spirit will recognise it too. 

    QuesYou have alluded to the words, I am coming to you, as marking the whole of the dispensation; is His coming to us as referred to there, as conditions are pleasing to the Lord, of exactly the same character as what is spoken of in Matthew where it says, where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them? 

    JTWell, I think we ought to take that by itself. I would not regard that as exactly a scripture to treat of the saints as in assembly. I would take it as it is seen in Matthew; it would be evidently a time of stress and maybe in relation to a disciplinary matter. I would say generally it would be that and there is great need that the Lord should be with us in these matters, so that we should not have to take the ground of doing things twice, which is a very humbling thing. 

    ECBWhere does marital response come in, in relation to what you are speaking of? 

    JTWell, that is a matter of discernment too, and that is another word to keep before us. David used it in regard to Abigail, and it is a very good word; he said, Blessed be thy discernment. In the service of God it is a question of discerning and not simply going on the ground of a theory. 

    AGIn connection with the presence of the Lord amongst us, some have a difficulty as to ending our addresses to the Lord with the words, In Thy name, as seeming to imply distance. Would you help us as to that? 

    JTWell, the scripture that is before us tells us, in verse 17, And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him. What can anybody say about that? The name is there. It might be said, Well, that is ordinary; but still, there it is: everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed. 

    EGWould you say we are no more entitled to address the Lord Jesus either in prayer or thanksgiving and end up just with Amen than we are the Father? We must bring in His name because of what we are. 

    JTWell, quite. 

    LESHave you not stressed that the mediatorial position and service of the Lord is to be held by us at all times? 

    JTI would say that generally. There is no doubt that the term in the name has a military bearing and I am speaking of that here because of the idea of combat in this epistle. We have to recognise the enemy and what he might do at any time; but then the name has power in it. Thus we have the expression No one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in the power of the Holy Spirit, 1 Corinthians 12: 3. That would be a military thought too; there is power in the words. It is a great matter, in assembly position, that there should be power in all that is said and done, so that the enemy has no place. 

    PLDoes the Name attach to His fame? 

    JTIt does; quite so. The word Name in the Old Testament was used by itself. Jehovah, of course, was the One spoken of, but it was the Name. One was said to have blasphemed the Name (see Leviticus 24: 11). That is the name of God; and, of course, the name of God must enter into the name of Jesus, for it means Jehovah the Saviour. 

    WSSDoes Ephesians 5: 20 help in relation to what is before us, giving thanks at all times for all things to him who is God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

    JTJust so. Of course, we would have to make allowance in the assembly where the Lords supper is only in view, because it is the Lords supper; the name would then be used in that sense. 

    WSSDo we ever reach a point when we would not say, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

    JTWell, that actual phrase would not be used if it were the Lords supper, for we are then speaking to the Lord Himself, but the use of His Name is then right and in order. The time now will hardly suffice for us to go further with this point, although I am assured that it is most important. 

    PHHSeveral have been asking about the matter of sufferings and in the minds of some the occasion of the Lords supper is one at which there is liberty to mention the sufferings of atonement. I gather that that is not in your mind in relation to the Supper? 

    JTNo; it is not in my mind. What is in mind is more centred in what is said by the Lord to Saul of Tarsus, Why persecutest thou me?. Those are the Lords own words, and He is not speaking there as in heaven; He has come down to where Saul was, and deals with him. It was a great matter in the Lords mind, because He is taking on Saul. He is going to make him His chief servant, but He speaks first of what he was doing as persecuting. Of course, He is alluding to the fact that he was persecuting the saints, showing that the saints are bound up with Christ in that sense. 

    EuRWhen it says the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, would not that involve that He was in the midst of sufferings and treachery? 

    JTJust so. That is one of the first things we have, you might say, in regard of the Lords supper. 

    PHHSo that it is more sufferings in connection with the testimonial position. 

    JTQuite so. That is a good word for it. 

    LESIt is very much similar to the position of the three men in Daniels day, and One like the Son of God being discerned as in their midst. 

    JTVery good. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are mentioned about thirteen times in the chapter, showing what a place they had with God at that time, 

    and how one like the Son of God was seen there with them. 

    QuesThe position of the assembly as viewed in Corinthians does not go beyond the suffering position down here in testimony, does it? 

    JTI would say that. 

    PLSo that His presence assures solace in every church grief. 

    JTQuite so. All of what we are saying now is of the utmost importance in the sense of comfort. We do need comfort for the world is just turned upside down. Men are at their wits end to know what to do, but the Lord would have us to be restful, and therefore He says, I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. What we have been saying involves that the Lord is near. What does that mean? It is not simply that He is at our side; He is just near, and you can, as it were, call on Him. The Lord is near in the sense of help. 

    QuesWould the word that Joseph says to his brethren in Genesis 45 be in your mind, Behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth which speaks to you? And then afterwards it says that his brethren talked with him. 

    JTThat would fit rightly. 

    Now, in view of the time at our disposal, we must proceed to what follows. In the first verse of chapter 3, we have the sequential idea: If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above, the word heaven is not used there, it is above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God: have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth; for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. So that it is a question now of moving on; not exactly in the service of God, although that may come into it, but moving on in our souls, hence the thought of the word seek: Seek the things which are above. In Colossians the tendency is to lead upwards. It is not a millennial thought; it is more than the millennial thought in Colossians, it is an assembly thought that is in mind. Although we are still viewed as literally on earth the apostle wants to lift us up, and so he uses the word raised. The word If therefore ye have been raised refers to baptism; he is referring indeed to what the second chapter enlarges upon, and using it to lift us up, to make us heavenly minded, or as above. 

    HAHIs the thought of above, in view of power in the service? 

    JTWell, it would be; but more dignity, I would say. It is in view of our being lifted on to heavenly ground. The word above, of course, is very striking. It is so forceful as disconnecting our minds from the earth, and that raises the question of the expanse, as we have already had it. The expanse is a very wide thought, reaching down to the earth, with the waters above the expanse and the waters under it. The position is that we are in the expanse, in that sense, and it is a question of how the operations can proceed unhindered. 

    WCWould the daughters of Zelophehad illustrate the idea of being heavenly minded and typify that element in the assembly that appreciates the inheritance? 

    JTThe inheritance enters into what we are talking about, the Spirit of God being the earnest of it. 

    QuesIn rejecting the expression, the resurrection platform, have you in mind that true assembly relationships are in ascension, and that we should always have that as our objective? 

    JTWell, that is good. I would say that. The Lord went to the right hand of God, which is a definite matter, and He can be there whenever He wishes to be and operate from there. He does operate from there, in fact He has gone beyond all heavens, we are told, and that should be in our minds too. Therefore the Lord is in liberty, and we cannot limit the Lord; we cannot limit a divine Person. It is a question of what He pleases to do, because it is a question of God at all times. 

    JSEWould the things that are above which we seek be connected with the treasures of wisdom and knowledge? 

    JTWell, they are morally above. That is, they are above what this world is going on with. The assemblys position is heaven, and the thought is to bring the saints, as forming it, into a spiritual state of things. The teaching of Colossians is to enable us to take heavenly ground, that is to take ground above what the world is going on with. 

    JHTWould the expression, three men going up to God (1 Samuel 10: 3), cover what you are saying? They had one purpose before them. They were heavenly minded. 

    JTQuite so. That links us on with our ministry meetings for it is a question of God. 

    QuesDoes the expression your life is hid with the Christ in God amplify what you have said? 

    JTWell, I think it is in keeping with the idea of Colossians, where it says, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. It is the idea of a covering, I think; we are not letting the natural mind into it. It might be linked on with the headship of Christ in 1 Corinthians where we have the idea of a covering, but the word hid would mean that they are not exposed to the devil. That implies that the Spirit is here and that there is power to conceal things and to maintain the idea of mystery, which is a great matter as regards the assembly and this dispensation. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the assemblys place in relation to the expanse? Is the assemblys true place above the expanse? 

    JTHe has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. The word heavenlies is in Ephesians, of course, and it is a question really of what is meant, and whether that is to be regarded as in the expanse. 

    JSEDoes the word above in our chapter help in that connection? 

    JTWell, I think that is right. The word above is in keeping with what we have often spoken of: Jerusalem above, ... which is our mother. It is the moral elevation she is in. The word used in ordinary worldly affairs means that some people are high up and the like. In the things of God we have the same idea, only this involves our having the Spirit, and the position that Christ has literally. Christ has literally gone above, He is above all principality and power; He has gone beyond all the heavens. The thought of above is greatly intensified when we think of Christ personally. Well, then, the thing is for us to apply the idea of being above to ourselves, and then to the assemblys position, because her position is to be the nearest to Deity of all the families. Thus we get, for instance, the Spirit and the bride say, Come, which shows how near the bride or the assembly is to divine Persons, or to the Deity; how near her place is. 

    JSEYou have referred to the invasion by the enemy; are we let into the secret in this chapter that there are things that are uncapturable on that line, things that remain intact? 

    JTI would say that. The primal thought of the assembly is that it is uncapturable. That is, Hades gates shall not prevail against it, Matthew 16: 18. So it is that Johns epistle would show in an abstract sense that as Christ is, so are we in this world, without going up. It shows the application of power in us, in an abstract sense. 

    EuRDo the upper springs given to Achsah involve power in our souls enabling us to reach these higher levels? 

    JTQuite so. They are the upper and the nether springs. There may be a comparison with what we call the expanse in Genesis 1: 7, because there the waters also are in two places. The upper springs would be the Spirit viewed as in relation to heavenly things in Ephesians, but I suppose the nether would be Romans and perhaps Colossians too. It would be what the Spirit is, in operation down here, in view of our ascension and our part in the assembly. 

    Now to come on to the idea of the new man and the old man. These two thoughts are in the verses beginning with verse 5 down to the end of verse 11. 

    Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth, fornication, uncleanness, vile passions, evil lust, and unbridled desire, which is idolatry. On account of which things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. In which ye also once walked when ye lived in these things. But now, put off, ye also, all these things, wrath, anger, malice, blasphemy, vile language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, having put off the old man with his deeds, and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him; wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything, and in all. So that it is a question now of the new man. It is not so much the question of above, of heavenly places, but the new man; that is, another man replacing what is here. There is only one; one of the new and one of the old; and it is of great importance because we are dealing now with a world that is either Canaanitish or Egyptian. The Canaanitish side is that which might invade the truth of Christianity. The Egyptian refers to the world of the flesh. The idea of what is Egyptian, as entering into the old man, is to be noted. It shows what nature may be, what the earth may be or the world may be, in a general sense, as for instance, in Asia or in Africa, where neither Judaism nor Christianity has had any influence. It is just the naked thought of the world, of the flesh in man, without any amelioration. On the other hand, if we are dealing with what we may speak of now as Canaanitish things, it is important to note that the old man enters into these also; there would be then an allusion to what Christianity has done, what Judaism has done too in a public sense, but especially Christianity. It is Christendom, the world as it is, but as affected by the truth of Christianity, yet the old man is in it, as much as in the Egyptian, and it is specially the truth of Colossians and Ephesians, indeed the truth generally, that delivers us from these features of the old man. 

    LESWould that be in Abrahams mind in Genesis 24 when he told his servant not to take a wife for his son of the daughters of the Canaanites? 

    JTQuite so. They would, I think, represent the old man, but when we come to the typical teaching, it is not in Genesis, but in Leviticus. The typical idea of the old and new man is in Leviticus, and Leviticus is meant for Christianity. It is meant for us, because whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning. It is for us to see whether we are dealing with Canaanitish things, that is to say, things now that they are affected by Christianity, or whether we are dealing with Egyptian things, which would just mean nature as it is without any trammels, without anything to control it. We have both things to deal with. 

    QuesWould it be right to say that the first group of evil things are those which are indigenous to a fallen nature, and the second group are habits which might be acquired by us? 

    JTThe Canaanitish side and the Egyptian side are very near to each other now, if we take the world as it is in Britain or in America. In America, specially, it is as much Egyptian as it is Canaanitish. In Britain it may be more Canaanitish, because of the influence of Christianity, but there is not much to say as to the actual features in either group. The worst things, I would say, are the things that are found in Asia, the terrible wickedness of Asia. There polygamy is unrestrained and all that goes with it, and the ancient things have been carried down, you might say, from the time of the flood. Man unrestrained is there. Of course, that enables us to see what we were delivered out of, because Christianity delivers out of both, whether it be Canaanitish or Egyptian. It is a question of the gospel. Thus when we come to the 12th verse it says, Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye. And to all these add love, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful. That is the new man applied fully. The word new in the previous passage, according to the footnote, means young or fresh. That is to say, what is fresh in the youth, and those who recognise the Spirit and walk in the Spirit, there is peculiar freshness in what God has thus wrought in young people. Of course, an old person is in it too, but the idea of youthfulness is to be noted, and it is very precious that it can be taken account of in Christianity, in the new man. 

    PHHDo you think Elisha taking up the mantle of Elijah, that is the man who is above, and using the mantle, would illustrate these thoughts? 

    JTVery good. He discarded the other, you mean? 

    PHHYes, it says, he took hold of his own garments and rent them ... And he took up the mantle of Elijah which fell from him, as if to convey that the mantle remained here. 

    JTQuite so. Hence the position in Elisha is carried on thus. It is, you might say, the new man. He has come down, in that sense, from above and all these qualities described in verses 12 to 15 belong to that realm. 

    PLSo that the traits of the heavenly man are now to be maintained in unity in a corporate way amongst us? 

    JTQuite so; that is good, especially if we can get them in young people, young men and young women. How great a thing it is to get them, for they are very, very rare! 

    EuRIs that what is involved in the expression, Christ is everything, and in all? 

    JTJust so. The word there refers to what He is to us, in the new man. If you speak to a young Christian about Christ, well, he might say, Christ is everything to me, and if it is shown that He is everything, and no other thought is in the mind, that is an immense thing. It is a glorious thing to get a young person to whom Christ is everything, and in all. So we have here in verse 10, having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him; (That, of course, would be Christ),. wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything, and in all. Well, that must be in persons; that is to say these qualities of Christ, known down here, must be in persons. 

    WHThen the persons themselves are addressed, are they not, in verse 12, in the same language by which Christ was addressed, the elect of God, holy and beloved? 

    JTJust so. The sequential thought thus comes in that verse, Put on therefore as the elect of God. The doctrine of the new man, or what we may call the abstract thought of it, is more in the previous paragraph, but from the twelfth verse down to the fifteenth verse we have the actual concrete thought that the apostle is aiming at. It is that these precious traits should be seen in the young and in all of us. 

    LOLDoes the Lord anticipate this new man in Luke 10 in relation to the man who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho? This man was stripped of his garment and left by the side of the road, but the Lord typically comes in and supplies him with everything he needs on the line of compassion, long-suffering, and meekness. 

    JTWell, I would say that. There can be no doubt that the Lord had in mind Mary and Martha, especially that Mary had chosen the good part, as it says in that chapter. All these features of the new man would indicate one who is chosen, corresponding to Christ, the elect of God. It is a question of choice and what we are taking on, both as to garb and all else. It says of Mary, the good part, the which shall not be taken from her. 

    QuesDoes the fact that full knowledge is the first feature of the new man mentioned here, bear on the epistle particularly, and link with the good part as seen in Mary? I was thinking of human learning and the necessity of setting aside philosophy and vain deceit and so on. 

    JTQuite so. The doctrine or abstract thought of it, as we were saying, is in that passage you quoted, having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge, the word putting on here would be our profession, I would think; what we accept as truth in Christianity. But then the next paragraph, verses 12 - 15, gives the concrete thought. Put on therefore, it is a sequence to what he has been saying. We are regarded as the elect of God, which is not in the previous passage, as far as I see, Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, and so on. The putting on is not simply abstract, it is practical, it is concrete, so that one puts on these things, and learns to put them on. It may take years to learn to put them on fully, but you have that in your mind, for that is the divine idea. Then the elect of God, being applied to Christ Himself, is abstractly applied to us too, so that we are spoken of thus. The saints are the elect of God, everyone of us is elected and has that character in the mind of God. 

    PLIs it what is distinctive in incorruptibility in the presence of all that is so corrupted? 

    JTQuite so. What God has for Himself, in His own elect. 

    AJMWould the boy Samuel illustrate this? It says, Samuel ministered before Jehovah ... girded with a linen ephod. And his mother made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, 1 Samuel 2: 18, 19. Has that any bearing on the matter? 

    JTI think it has, because Jehovah made him a confidant as to His concern about the condition of the priesthood. It is a very remarkable thing that Jehovah should take on a young boy like that, for he was still very young, as a confidant to tell him about the old priest and especially his sons who were corrupt. The old man was there in those sons. 

    TThere are some among us who have some reservations regarding young ones being received into fellowship when only round about the age of twelve. Could you tell us anything about that? 

    JTI have no difficulty about young people coming into fellowship at that age. It is a question of where they are in their souls. I am always encouraged in the fact that the Lord was twelve when He said, Wist ye not that I must be about my Fathers business?, Luke 2: 49. That is intended to be a model for us as to youth. 

    WCDo you think that is about the right age? 

    JTI think it is recognised as being used of the Lord Himself. 

    QuesWould we have a concrete example of the new man in the little maid in the household of Naaman? Even in captivity she refused to be held back. 

    JTWell, Joseph is a very good example of a young man, an incorruptible young man. He would not hearken to the seductive person that was seeking to corrupt him. 

    LHWould verses 12 to 17 of our chapter represent what is substantial in the saints in line with what was suggested at the beginning? 

    JTThat is right. The new man is one idea involving all these qualities. 

    QuesReferring to the expression the image of him that has created him, is it that the Lord puts His own impress on the saints? 

    JTIt is a remarkable thing that the creative thought is here. As Adam was created, so here it is a creation, and that brings us into a very important line of thought. 

    AGWould bowels of compassion refer to what is inward and represent a normal spiritual function, valuable, in days of increasing difficulty, amongst the saints? 

    JTQuite so. It is needed just now, there is so much illness and suffering of every kind. Hence the need for putting on what we get in verse 14, to all these add love, which is the bond of perfectness. If we want to get the thing perfectly, love is the bond of it. 

    COBIs, the peace of Christ the ultimate, as coming after love? 

    JTQuite. It is an additional thought, I would say. And let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts. It is remarkable that it has its full place in the heart, the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful. The full thought of the assembly is in mind, as to the presiding power of the peace of Christ being there. 

    RemThere does not seem to be any limit to the idea of forgiving one another. 

    JTQuite so. Because is according to the measure of Christ. 

  
    SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR ASSEMBLY SERVICE (6) (JT 63)

    Colossians 3: 18 - 25; Colossians 4: 1 - 18

    JTThe personal side, a feature of Christianity, is peculiarly in mind in these sections of this epistle. There can be no doubt that these meetings that we have had are intended to strengthen the personal side, especially as to those who, in their formation, are calculated to influence the position of the testimony and the saints in it. The Lord would put forward such as are faithful and, in their faithfulness, are influential for good. This reaches down, not to the full thought of the family, as we get it in Ephesians, but to certain relationships, such as wives and husbands and children. John has liberty to speak of certain persons in a dignified way, on account of their status as amongst the saints. Thus he speaks of the elect lady and her children (2 John 1), and Luke also refers to Theophilus on the same principle. There can be no doubt that these meetings, such as we are having now, and also what are called week-end fellowship meetings, are intended to promote personal acquaintance and characteristics and influence, so as to bind the position. In taking up Paul, it is pretty clear that the Lord intended to make him specially distinguished on the personal line as one to be trusted. Paul therefore takes on that in the way he speaks here of certain ones in this closing chapter, such as Tychicus, of whom he says that he is the beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-bondman in the Lord. He evidently was linked up personally with Paul whom, he says, I have sent to you for this very purpose, that he might know your state, and that he might encourage your hearts. Then again, Onesimus is linked on similarly and, particularly, Epaphras who is spoken of as combating and as one of the Colossians. All this tends to promote the idea of a community, as it were, in us all and thus promotes confidence. 

    PLAre these a little like the golden taches of the tabernacle? 

    JTJust so, for the tabernacle is in view here. The whole position is in mind that it might be kept, as it were, in a tidy way, as having a finished character. Like the hem of the garment of the high priest, it is a finished idea. 

    PLThis one and that one was born in her; and the Most High himself shall establish her, Psalm 87: 5. 

    EGRejoicing and seeing your order. Would that be connected with the taches? 

    JTJust so. And the firmness of your faith in Christ. He puts that in early in the letter, in view of what he was about to open up for them; that is, the idea of the service of God. It is important that the order in which they did things should be kept in the front. 

    WHIs there anything very important in the fact that Paul desired the saints at Colosse and elsewhere to be constantly maintained in touch with what he was doing and ministering? 

    JTI thought of that, in mentioning this side of the subject. So we have the expression, I Paul, and also the way he would inform them of himself, as he says, Tychicus ... will make known to you all that concerns me. The leading servants are of prime importance in heaven, and although what is going on there is not visible to us, it is to be understood through our communion. He speaks in Romans of certain things by the love of the Spirit, which is a real thing and enters into what we are saying. It is not only the love of the Father and the Son, but the love of the Spirit, and that would bear on what we are saying as to Paul. He enlarges on the same thing in Romans, as taking up the basic position, but here in Colossians it is the thought of finishing and binding up things, so that they should not hang loosely or give place to the devil. For instance, if the relations of a wife with her husband were estranged, the devil would easily get a footing, and talk would be spread abroad to disintegrate the whole position. We must therefore not give place to the devil, as is done if things are held loosely by us. So it says, Wives, be subject to your husbands (the word own, apparently, is not there as it is elsewhere), be subject to your husbands (or to husbands), as is fitting in the Lord. The stress would be on wives and husbands; for them it says, Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. That an apostle should condescend to such suggestions and admonitions is worthy of note. 

    FCHDoes the expression one another, just preceding this, lay the basis for these specific things? 

    JTQuite so. When you have references to wives and husbands, then the possibility of bitterness against the wives is remarkable. It would bear on what we have remarked, from time to time, as to the attack and how Satan may attack us through the relations between husbands and wives. 

    JSEWhy is the weaker put first? Does it show us how we can, in our several relationships, be on the line of prevention of further invasion? 

    JTYes. Further invasion is an expression that may well be used, because the expanse is wide and varied and affords conditions for the devil. The expanse in Genesis 1 is not said to be good, by the Creator, because it affords so much scope for the enemy for invasions and for attacks. At the same time it is never given up and it is used. The idea of the heavens, I suppose, would come down to the lowest point, extending to the earth itself. The expanse was evidently added after the primal creation, as if God would use it in His ways for His operations, and yet it was not included in what He designed originally. I mean to say, He does not say that it is good, although it affords these things that we are speaking of and we have to keep it in mind. 

    LOLIn Psalm 36 we have Jehovah, thy loving-kindness is in the heavens, and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteousness is like the high mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: thou, 

    Jehovah, preservest man and beast. How precious is thy loving-kindness, O God! So the sons of men take refuge under the shadow bf thy wings. Does that refer to the heavens and what is available in them? 

    JTYes. It shows the extent of the expanse and how varied are the things that may be found in it. But then God is in it for it is His creation. In fact, it is among the many things that are called good in general, but it is not specifically called good, and therefore it seems that the enemy has a peculiar way of attacking it and that God has allowed that. 

    PHHWould the reference to the anointing in Psalm 133 be a kind of counterpart of that; the brethren dwelling together in unity being like the precious ointment, descending finally to the skirts of Aarons garments? Would that be a preservative against the inroads in the expanse? 

    JTI would think that. There is variety of space, because the word expanse means that it is a large matter, and evidently Satan took advantage of it, gradually getting into the position of government. 

    ANWCan your remarks, in that connection, be extended to the relationship of children to their parents, as well as to wives and husbands? 

    JTWell, we have Wives be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. That is to say, it is to be just what is fitting or suitable to a woman in the relation of a wife. It is clear that polygamy is not in mind in these letters; it is the primal thought of God in the relation of man and woman, that is, as husband and wife. So it goes on, Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Why that should be added is a matter for consideration. Be not bitter against them. Why should there be alienation to that extent? We can see that alienation might happen, and be even permanent, where the bitterness of a husband towards a wife is in any way allowed. 

    PLIf the first tie is weakened between husband and wife, is the next tie, between children and parents, weakened? 

    JTThat would be the result, I suppose. If relations become dislocated the condition of the house would be somewhat marred. But then it says, Husbands, love your wives and be not bitter against them. And then, Children, obey your parents in all things. Whatever there may be as to the children, the word obey is clearly imperative, for this is well-pleasing in the Lord. Then, Fathers, do not vex your children, showing that we are on somewhat lower ground than in Ephesians, although on higher ground than in Romans. No reference is made to the family in Romans, properly; whereas it is here, and also in Ephesians. Do not vex your children, to the end that they be not disheartened. How the apostolic mind, moved by love, extends down even to the feelings of a young child in a family and the possibility of such a one being disheartened by the attitude of his father! 

    AHGWhy is there no reference to the family in Romans, and why is it introduced here and in Ephesians? 

    JTI think it is because Romans was not intended to go the full length of formation according to Christ. It is just to deal with the fundamentals of Christianity, making a basis for the gospel, although, as we know, it leads on to the assembly. 

    PLIs every element here, down to bondmen as well as the children, mobilised, so to speak, to resist the invasion? 

    JTThat is the idea, I would say, because we are where an invasion is possible at any time. Now, of course, it is greatly accentuated in the added modern thought of associations and the lawless combinations of men. Many of these are lawless and utterly unfair, because there is a robbing of mens rights, as in this country. The principle of the Magna Carta involving liberty is just thrown to the winds by certain combinations of men. All these tend to give the enemy a place, and invade even the Lords people. Some of the Lords people have given way to these combinations of men, for supposed personal advantage. 

    EAEWhy are the wives addressed before the husbands, the children before the parents, and the bondmen before the masters? 

    JTI think it is that Satan finds his point of attack in the weaker elements. The strong elements, therefore, ought to see to that, and not afford opportunity for the attack. Thus it is for the husband to love the wife, who is the weaker, and the father not to provoke the children, who are weaker than the father, because if the children are disheartened, they are exposed to the devil. 

    QuesIs it interesting that Paul in his first movement into Europe at Philippi secures these right conditions in the jailors house? It says he rejoiced with all his house, having believed in God, Acts 16: 34. It is as though you have the firstfruits of this great thought there. 

    JTIt is remarkable that a jail should be the place of the disclosure of divine consideration for men, and that in the position there should be the thought of the house. It is remarkable that the house, where the wife and children reside, should be spoken of in the jail. So the word is, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. The use of the pronouns thou and thy would arouse the family idea in the jailor, who is the person in question. The facts show that he was a hard man, unduly hard as a jailor; but then he had a house, and how would the hardness of the jailor comport with the affections that belonged to his house? The great thought was that the gospel could meet that situation, and so what he saw there in the jail would bring out what Colossians promotes. It says, Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing. They were creating an attractive condition so that the gospel was commended in the jail, but commended in relation to the house, for the jailors house would be taken care of in the gospel. 

    WSSIs it your thought that all these relationships are to be so held that the truth opened up to us in Colossians finds expression in persons who are found in these relationships? 

    JTThat is just the thought and links with what we had this morning. It is a question of the new man, which bears on woman as well as man, and on children too. It is what is new and fresh, and it is to work out in these relations. Hence the apostle is led to move from the passages we had this morning to verse 18, which deals with wives and husbands, children and fathers, and then servants. It is in view of all these relations being available for the promotion of the new man. The new man in the wife, and the new man in the husband, and the new man in the children and in the fathers, and then the new man in the bondmen. That the idea of the new man should be in the bondmen, of course, should certainly bear on, what we have been remarking as to the lawless combinations of men. Trade unionism is utterly foreign to the idea of the new man. 

    AMhWould Boaz illustrate this? And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem; and he said to the reapers, Jehovah be with you! And they said to him, Jehovah bless thee!. Would that be on the level of this exhortation? 

    JTVery good. It shows the happy relations existing between his reapers and himself, and that Ruth should be brought into these circumstances. It is all to promote the idea of the new man, and the new man is a creation. It is, as it were, God doing things over again, but in men; under the heading of the word man. 

    QuesYou have spoken of trade unionism. Would verses 23 and 24 be over against the so-called advantages? Whatsoever ye do, labour at it heartily, as doing it to the Lord, and not to men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the recompense of the inheritance. Is that not better than anything that could be gained, or thought to be gained, by the associations of men, and would it not be an incentive to stand aside? 

    JTQuite so. Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the recompense of the inheritance; ye serve the Lord Christ. The inheritance is on a higher level, of course, for the Spirit is the earnest of it. 

    QuesI wondered whether it linked on with what you were saying as to the truth that is opened up in Colossians; whether the inheritance is in view and ability to go into it promoted? 

    JTJust so. It is a question of who is to go into it; that is to say, it is the idea of the new man. 

    QuesHad not Paul given a right lead in the matter of masters and servants when he sent Onesimus back to his master, Philemon, in righteousness? 

    JTIt is remarkable that he comes in here, and he is included in those that are spoken of favourably. It says, Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. He was one of the Colossians but he was a convert of Pauls, and Pauls treatment of him is a guide for us as to persons in those circumstances. It shows how Christianity lifts us up from any spirit of slavery which might invade the family and the home. Circumstances of slavery might invade the family, not only in the wife, but in the servants, and slavery is not suitable for Christianity. Therefore the reference to Onesimus would lift Onesimus from the position of a slave into that of a brother beloved, which is an exalted thought. 

    EBWhen the Lord Jesus came down from the mount, the enemy brought forward a child completely under his power, as much as to nullify, if he could, what had marked the scene on the mountain. Is it not often the case that domestic circumstances tend to mar or detract from what we may have enjoyed in a spiritual sense? 

    JTVery good. No doubt the brethren are all conversant with the incident. Matthew records it as a case of lunacy in this child. The Lord, in a remarkable way, avoids hastening the matter of the recovery of the child and He delays to ask the father about him and how the thing happened and so on. It would look, from the facts, as if the father was a real father, and he says to the Lord, If thou couldst do anything ... help us. But then the Lord does not hasten to meet the situation. He saw the crowd coming, running up, but the crowd will not help the family, nor the condition of lunacy in the family, and so the Lord proceeds to cure the child and He commands the demon to go out of him. Thus the Lord would meet these family conditions. There is nothing said about the mother and what she may have thought of it. It is the father only, but, as we have said, it would seem as if he were a real father, and he besought the Lord for his child. The disciples could not help and that is another matter to be thought of. The father tells the Lord that he brought his son to the disciples and they could not help, and the Lord attributes the want of faith to everybody. It was not only the crowd but the disciples too, but then He meets the situation Himself. We can thus count on the Lord to come in in all these circumstances. It is a question of prayer, so that the man says, If thou couldst do anything ... help us. The Lord says to him, The if thou couldst is if thou couldst believe, that is to say, it brings in the thought of faith in such circumstances. 

    QuesWould we have a contrast in Deborah? The conditions were rather unsettled, but the household conditions there were right. She is spoken of as the wife of Lapidoth. The blessing then, so to speak, went right through the tribes. 

    JTYes. She did not use her office, as we may call it, of a prophetess to exalt herself; she retained her place as a wife. The name Lapidoth, I suppose, would show that light was there. This epistle to Colossians is to give light both to husbands and wives. Deborah behaved well, both in regard of her husband and also in regard of Barak, although she is not commended in Hebrews 11 amongst the persons who had faith, as Barak is. 

    ASWhy does the apostle refer to the Lord so much in this part of the epistle: it is more Christ in the earlier part? 

    JTWell, no doubt it is a question of the authority of the Lord that enters into this hortatory part. So we have, as you say, the Lord used more frequently than Christ. It is just to bring out, I suppose, the authority that was needed. When it becomes a possibility of bitterness in the husband or insubjection in the wife, then we have to bring the Lord in. 

    HFNMight we have some help in regard of these distinctive servants such as Tychicus, Onesimus and Epaphras? 

    JTLeading up to those, we already alluded to bondmen or slaves. Then we have masters, in the beginning of chapter 4, Masters, give to bondmen what is just and fair, which is a very important matter. Although there are fewer masters now and fewer servants than there used to be, yet the idea of fairness comes into these relations. Give to bondmen what is just and fair, knowing that, ye also have a Master in the heavens. That brings up the position of the Lord as our Master, as it is said. I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, John 13: 14. We have to look to Him for the fairness that is suitable between master and bondmen or servant. The Lord is the model in all these cases; but Paul helps us in what he teaches, and it is very striking how he can descend to the smallest things, family relationships and bondmen and so forth. 

    QuesIs it significant that he brings in the thought of government? For he that does a wrong shall receive the wrong he has done, and there is no respect of persons. Does it not bear particularly on this situation? 

    JTJust so. No respect of persons, for God is God and man is man, and we have to do with the Lord Christ. Then the thought of prayer is the next important matter. Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us also, that God may open to us a door of the word to speak the mystery of Christ. So that it is not only what prayers may be, or should be, for the servants, but the truth that they actually minister and whether they go in for the full thought, that is to say, the mystery. He says, Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us also, that God may open to us a door of the word to speak the mystery of Christ, on account of which also I am bound, to the end that I may make it manifest as I ought to speak. We have already noted that his enemy spoke of the contemptibleness of his speech, but then he was concerned that he should speak as he ought to speak. It is not simply his power of speaking as to what men might think of it, but as I ought to speak, he says; that is to say, what the subject required. 

    PHHIs the idea that even in the speaking of one like Paul, the enemy might get no advantage, so that the ministry is not to be beclouded or the level of it lowered? 

    JTIt is how he ought to speak. No doubt he would assume that he would know himself how he ought to speak, but it is thrown out in this general way and it is for each of us. It raises the question as to whether we are given over to the thought of the mystery in our ministry. How many of us are? Mr. Stoney, as far as I have heard of him, gave himself, in a great measure, over to the truth of the mystery; so that it should be known. But the question is whether that subject by itself is much treated of now; the mystery of Christ. 

    PHHDo you mean you think it should be? 

    JTI think it should be, because we can never really arrive at the full thought except in the sense of the mystery. 

    WSSShould it not be the background of all speaking; whether ministry among the saints or the ministry of the glad tidings? 

    JTWell, it says here that they were to persevere, but he adds as to himself, praying at the same time for us also. One is thankful that one does not feel the need of asking the brethren to pray, because the volume of prayer that goes up for any one who is in trouble is wonderful. It is due to the brethren that it should be said that the volume of prayer is wonderful and it is answered, too, for the answers have come. But why should Paul have to ask for it? That is something to think of. In certain circumstances a brother may be neglected. Why should it be? Did Pauls prison condition cause indifference or weakness in the saints as to him? It is well worth inquiring why he asked so often for prayer. He does in Ephesians, and here, and elsewhere. He stresses the thought here of persevering in prayer and that it should be with watching and thanksgiving, but he adds, praying at the same time for us also. But then, why? Because, he says, that God may open to us a door of the word to speak the mystery of Christ. He enjoins on Timotheus to preach the word, in his second letter to him, and he says here that God may open to us a door of the word to speak the mystery of Christ, on account of which also I am bound, to the end that I may make it manifest as I ought to speak. 

    AMhDo you think that this exhortation to persevere in prayer, following the exhortation in the latter part of chapter 3 and chapter 4, might be carried forward into our homes so that prayers for the divine interests and the Lords servants would have a great place with us? 

    JTI am glad you mention that because of what we have often referred to lately; that is, the prayers for the gospel in the households of the brethren, and how the custom is teaching the children. They are being brought up with the thought that there should be prayer and if they have households, in time they will have prayer in them. Prayer for the gospel on the Lords day, I think, is of very great importance, because it elevates the character of the preaching and leads to the thought of the truth of the assembly, and the young people coming into the assembly, involving the mystery. So I think it links on with what we are saying. Paul is concerned that they should pray in regard of the mystery that a door should be opened to him. He says, that God may open to us a door of the word, which is a remarkable form of expression, a door of the word to speak the mystery of Christ, on account of which also I am bound, to the end that I may make it manifest as I ought to speak. It is all in view of the preachers having a higher level of ministry where not many unconverted people are present, but where the children of the saints are sure to be. The children should thus be brought up to understand this, and to acquire the habit of prayer for the gospel, for the testimony; not only for ordinary circumstances, but for the testimony. 

    GHMYou emphasise very much this prayer before the gospel. Would it not be an advantage before a reading meeting or other meetings? 

    JTWell, I am only speaking of what is. As far as I know, the households of the brethren generally are employed in prayer immediately before the gospel on Lords day evenings, and I believe it is pleasing to the Lord, pleasing to heaven. The question now is whether we rise to the full level of the testimony, because here it is a question, not of the gospel, but of the mystery. The brethren, and even the little ones, may bring the thought in, because if there are young ones who are in the family and they are actually in fellowship (or even if they are not, if they are known to be Christians) they should be made accustomed to prayer for the testimony. 

    QuesIs it not striking that in the opening of Acts 21, where Paul departed, it says, all of them accompanying us, with wives and children? Is that not a beautiful and touching expression of the thought of the households in relation to Paul? They all went down to the ship. 

    JTThat is a very touching passage, showing how the young ones are brought into the thing. In fact we have already had it, how the children would make inquiry why the twelve stones taken out of the Jordan were set up in Canaan. They were supposed to be in Canaan, and the children in principle ought to be in Canaan and have understanding and be able to inquire as to the twelve stones, which would mean the unity of the brethren. Why is it needed that the brethren should be united? Children should be brought up in the thought that the brethren should be united. 

    RemAt the entering of the testimony into Europe, it says, we went outside the gate by the river, where it was the custom for prayer to be, Acts 16: 13. 

    JTThat has often been commented upon, and very profitably too. It was a question of Europe, and God pointing westwards, but pointing to the fact that Europe was in His mind and that it was to be the sphere of the truth as to the assembly. The governmental condition in Asia does not afford conditions really for the truth of the mystery, for the truth of the assembly. 

    AHGYou spoke of the attack by way of speaking. Would the counteracting influence be in this speaking? 

    JTQuite so. I think that is right. 

    LESCould we have a word on the end? 

    JTIt is only in a cursory way we can refer to it. We have spoken of Onesimus; then we have Aristarchus who is said to be a fellow-captive, and then Mark, Barnabas cousin, is spoken of. It says of him, concerning whom ye have received orders (if he come to you, receive him). It would look as if there was a doubt about Mark, and the apostle is taking account of that. Then he says, These are the only fellow-workers for the kingdom of God who have been a consolation to me. It shows that he was thinking of himself and the need of consolation in his fellow-servants, which is perhaps not always thought of. Then Epaphras has a peculiar place. We have already alluded to him in the whole epistle, as a man intended to dominate the position because of what he was, and how he was concerned about the Colossians. Now he is combating for them as it says, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. That is a very fine phrase, perfect and complete in all the will of God. It is not simply in the mystery, or in the gospel, but in all the will of God and Satan was against that. 

    CCWould that involve the will of God according to Ephesians 1, the good pleasure of his will, the mystery of his will, and the counsel of his own will? 

    JTQuite so. It is a strong reference to the thought of the will of God. 

    QuesWhat would be the difference between Pauls reference to Epaphras in chapter 1 verse 7, faithful minister of Christ for you, and in this chapter, the bondman of Christ Jesus? 

    JTWell, the word bondman is striking here, and is just in keeping with what we are saying; he is a fellow-bondman. We hardly know, in our time, what bondmanship is in the sense in which it is spoken of here, for Paul himself was a prisoner, a bondman. The book of Revelation is in that setting, which is also important. The Lord received it from God and it was evidently late in the history of the testimony that He received it. Then He sent and signified it by His bondman John, who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. So that the idea of bondmanship came in then, and it is, perhaps, little known now, although there must be something to correspond with it in what some may be suffering in view of the testimony. 

    Then reference is made to a brother called Nymphas, and the assembly which is in his house, which is another thing not to pass by. Then it goes on, And when the letter (I would take that to be this letter), has been read among you, cause that it be read also in the assembly of Laodiceans. That shows that Laodicea was still intact, but it shows also that letters to assemblies may be interchanged, but at the same time the letter should be intact. The letter should be just what it was as written to Colosse, or as written to Laodicea, because there were two letters. He says, When the letter has been read among you, cause that it be read also in the assembly of Laodiceans, and that ye also read that from Laodicea, as if there was interchange between the local assemblies, because they were near to each other; they were adjacent to each other, but yet they were not viewed as one assembly. There has been a need in late years to enlarge assemblies, adding gatherings that are adjacent as recognising that they really belong to the local position and should rightly move together in local government and administration. But then we have here an indication, I think, that ought to be in mind, that we must not extend thus too far. The question is whether the position is local. The local position should never be set aside; it begins in Corinth and it runs through. So here, the local position of Colosse is not interfered with by the local position of Laodicea. Colosse was not one of the assemblies that is mentioned in the book of Revelation, yet Laodicea is, and therefore it has a distinct place as a local assembly. 

    EuRWould the interchange of letters tend to the spiritual compactness of the universal situation so that the enemy is kept out? 

    JTJust so. The word compactness is good and it enters into this epistle. 

    Then there is the word to Archippus; Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it. That is, a brother may not be fulfilling his ministry (which may have a voice to some of us), for there may be a retirement to an easy position, to a watering-place, or the like. We are to be alive as to the service that may be committed to us, and to see that we fulfil it, because Paul uses the word fulfil. It was given to him to complete the word of God; it is the idea of completing a ministry. If the Lord has given us something to do, let us see that the thing is done, and not simply to take it easy because we are old, but to see that the thing is done. Carry on when you can and as long as you can. 

    AMhWould you say that his ministry would not be only local but would go outside what is local? Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received. 

    JTWhatever it was, he ought to know what he received from the Lord, and to see that it was fulfilled. I believe that is the point and it is a feature in this epistle. Paul says that he completed the word of God. He did not leave it open; the thing was finished. We have already alluded to the hem of the garment in Psalm 133, which I believe conveys the idea of a finished condition. 

  
    HAVE YOUR MIND ON THE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE (JT 67)

    Colossians 3: 2

    Where are you looking? Are you looking at the terrible things that are happening down here on the earth? The apostle Paul says, we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen. Then he explains, saying, for the things that are seen are for a time. Everything that your eye rests upon will come to an end. Everything! The things that are seen, whatever they are, are for a time. He makes no qualification. The millennium is a temporal thing. I am not detracting from it. It will be a wonderful testimony to God, showing that He can keep men alive here in flesh and blood as a testimony in spite of Satans work. But the millennium, is limited, it is only for a time. But what is not seen, the assemblys proper place and portion, is eternal. Are you looking at that? 

    The day of Pentecost is the beginning of eternity for us. The more you sow to the Spirit, the more you reap what is eternal; the more you look at it the more you are prepared for it. The Spirit, through Paul, engages the heart with what is eternal, so that before we get there we are prepared for it, 2 Corinthians 4: 13. In chapter 5 Paul is looking for his house from heaven. If you get a house from heaven you will not be a stranger when you go there; the house is for that place. Paul goes further and says, he that has wrought us for this very thing is God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit. Therefore we are always confident. 

    I would appeal to you. I believe that we have come to a crisis. We have arrived at a place where two roads meet, the one leads straight to heaven, and the other leads into the world. It leads gradually, I admit, but it leads there, and it is for you to make up your mind which way you are going to tread. The Lord is bent on placing us in possession of the inheritance. The daughters of Zelophehad said, Give unto us a possession among the brethren. May God grant that that, too, be the desire of every one of us. Not a fine business, nor a status in the world, but an inheritance amongst our brethren, where Christ is the centre and the sun. 

  
    THE SERVICE OF SONG (JT 70)

    Colossians 3: 16, 17; Ephesians 5: 19, 20

    JTIt has come out distinctly that the light which, we might say, the Holy Spirit has given to us of Himself has led to much thought as to divine Persons and our ability to distinguish between them, and to discern which of them is specifically speaking at any time, or whether we say they all speak, which is also true. I believe it is important not only that we should discern what divine Persons are saying  that is, the expression of the divine mind  but we should be able to discern who says a thing, whether it is the Father, or the Son, or the Holy Spirit. I believe it has been much in the minds of many as to who it is who speaks when there is a divine oracular statement made, whether it is in the Scriptures or at any time in ministry. The Spirit, as here sent down from heaven, is the power for all ministry, of which there is a good deal at the present time. So I believe we should all be concerned whether we can discern in ministry who it is that speaks, whether the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit. I believe it is quite possible to discern and understand who speaks at any time, whether it is a record as in written ministry, or actual ministry such as at the so-called three-day meetings, which afford time for the development of a subject, or subjects. As regards divine Persons themselves and the way the Scriptures are written, much is being said and thought of as to the poetic part of Scripture, and there is much more that is poetic than is generally understood. The understanding of that is to have some influence with us because it is a question of right spiritual feelings, and these very often turn the whole matter in a meeting. 

    Scripture affords much material for that, beginning with the books of Moses and then passing on to the Psalms. There are the same number of the books of Moses as there are of the Psalms  five in each case. Moses had to do with the Pentateuch and David had to do with the Psalms, and David is said to be the sweet psalmist of Israel. There is good reason to bring up this whole matter now in view of the liberty that has been shown in recent times and in view of the end of the dispensation, so that we might go up on the proper note when the Lord comes, and that there should be readiness for it. 

    RemYou would look for some expression in our hymns that would answer to the Spirit and the bride saying Come. 

    JTJust so. The idea of which divine Person is speaking is to be kept in mind. How often it is mentioned in Scripture as to which Person speaks; as, for instance, in the word, As says the Holy Spirit, Hebrews 3: 7. 

    QuesDoes Scripture indicate that the Spirit is the principal Speaker at the present time? 

    JTI think so, but He is at all times. Every scripture is divinely inspired, which would refer to the Spirit, and profitable for teaching. Then there is the question of the poetic features, which might be particularly used in song; because we have the idea of song, as it says, I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding, 1 Corinthians 14: 15. The understanding is, perhaps, where we have been defective; because much fault has entered into hymns generally, and one of the things in mind in a revision would be to make corrections wherever this might be needed. 

    RemIt would, of course, be in mind to correct any defects brought to our notice. 

    JTThen too we would have new hymns which would be suitable for the present time. 

    AWRIs it of interest to note that where we have a reference to departure from the truth, it says, But the Spirit speaks expressly, 1 Timothy 4: 1? 

    JTJust so. I wish to bring out the thought as to discerning the divine Person who speaks, and when we have a series of meetings  what we call three-day meetings  whether the ministry stands the test of Scripture. 

    WMBI would like to ask what bearing the speaking of divine Persons to us has on our response to them, especially in song. 

    JTI should think chiefly to convey intelligence. The word is, I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding. So that an editor of a magazine (as you are) would be much concerned as to the accuracy of everything he receives for publication. 

    WMBI was thinking rather of the purpose of this meeting, as to how it would bear upon the Person to whom the song is addressed. 

    JTWe have no hymns to the Holy Spirit directly, so far as I know. They have them in the systems around us, but we have none, and it seems that the Lord now is raising the matter. The Spirit is God Himself, and God as the Supreme One ought to be spoken to. But the first thing to see is that when we have a series of meetings for ministry there should be some exercise amongst us as to the accuracy of the ministry, that we do not allow it to pass if it is not correct. How do you look on things yourself in your own service? 

    WMBI seek to follow that up in dependence on the Lord and the Spirit. 

    CHWhilst the ministry must be correct (the reference to the understanding bearing upon that) would the word, I will sing with the spirit involve the feelings of joy that may be in the heart? The understanding is a question of another faculty that balances the man. 

    AHIn view of the truth we are now enjoying of the Spirit Himself speaking, do you think we should be concerned to make response to Him personally? 

    JTThat is right. There are no hymns addressed directly to the Spirit in our present book, and I think that the main defect lies there. 

    HFNWould the word in Ephesians come in here, after it says, But be filled with the Spirit, it goes on to say, speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs Ephesians 5: 18, 19? 

    JTThat is directly a reference to it. It says, psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. The Psalms would refer to experience and therefore the book of Psalms is largely used in the epistle to the Hebrews, especially in the first chapter. The book of the Psalms is almost entirely used in that chapter, showing how experience must enter into response to the ministry. 

    HFNIn Colossians, too, the psalms, hymns and spiritual songs are the outcome of the word of the Christ dwelling in you richly. 

    JTQuite so. These are very good remarks. We should note where these things are mentioned in the Scriptures themselves. 

    QuesAre the divine Persons distinguished for us in that scripture in Ephesians 5? It says, But be filled with the Spirit; then chanting with your heart to the Lord, and then giving thanks at all times for all things to him who is God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We get all three Persons mentioned and it is in connection with singing. 

    JTIn the service of song on the first day of the week, the question would be whether we have got material to answer, in the service, to the ministry we have had during the previous week. Can we put our thoughts and exercises into song in the service that may appear on the first day of the week? So in 1 Corinthians 14 it says, I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding. I would say that the understanding is the main thought there. It is important because there is so much error in singing, and the danger comes in when ideas are being put together in poetry. 

    AJGThe Lord said as to the Comforter, He shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; so that, from one point of view, it is the Spirits voice but from another point of view it is the Father or the Lord. How would that enter into what we are saying? 

    JTYou understand that that is all that the Spirit says? 

    AJGI had assumed that the Spirit was here in that relatively subordinate capacity and therefore did not speak from Himself. 

    JTNow we have to compare spiritual things with spiritual, and the Lord speaks of Himself in a similar way in John 12 where He says: For I have not spoken from myself, but the Father who sent me has himself given me commandment what I should say and what I should speak. Now both these passages  one referring to the Spirit and the other to the Lord Jesus  have the same force, that is, they do not speak from themselves. It refers back to the Father and we have to understand that and look into the matter and understand what it means. 

    AJGThat is why l was raising the matter. 

    JSEHave we to come to this point of distinction? There is what each of the Persons of the Godhead may say to us, but we have to be able to distinguish which One of them is speaking. Have we not been taught that each of the Persons of the Godhead is now to be known and appreciated by us as an Object in Himself to be addressed, and can we limit the thought of singing to two of those Persons and leave the other out? May I ask further as to a remark in one of the three-day meetings in America as to the word, The Lord is near, and you inferred that it might represent the nearness of the Spirit to us in lordship. 

    JTI would rather say that the Lord there is the Lord Jesus. The Spirit is not said to be made Lord, but Christ is said to be made Lord. The Father, of course, is Lord but is not said to be made Lord, because He would have to do it Himself. I only refer to that for accuracy and when it says in Philippians 4, The Lord is near, I think it is the Lord Jesus. 

    PLReferring to the Pentateuch, have we a distinctive song to God in the song of Moses in Exodus 15; then a distinctive song to the Lord in Numbers 10, Rise up, Lord, and then a distinctive song to the Spirit in Numbers 21? 

    JTQuite so. And another thing that might be added is that divine Persons Themselves are prior to anything that we have in the Scriptures. The economy in which they are now known is in time. It is a matter of time, but the actual condition of divine Persons is inscrutable and involves that They are all equal. We cannot just say that in revelation divine Persons are now on the same level, for They are not; They were at one time, as far as we can see, but in the economy which has come in in time the Father comes first, and the Son comes second, and the Spirit comes third. That is clearly the order, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The brethren might well take account of that in view of the thought in mind of improving our hymn book. There should be understanding in what we say in the morning meeting (so-called). We are to understand what we are singing and why we are singing it. 

    ELMI would like to ask whether you would be happy in the thought that in the blessing which follows on the truth of the nazarite, in Numbers 6, the three Persons each appear under the title Jehovah. It says, Jehovah bless thee, and keep thee; Jehovah make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; Jehovah lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace, Numbers 6: 24 - 26. 

    JTThat refers to Jehovah only. There was no other name given then to divine Persons. 

    ELMI was thinking that the Jesus of the New Testament is the Jehovah of the Old, and wondered whether we could extend the thought that that title attaches to the Spirit equally, and that it attaches to all divine Persons? 

    JTI do not think you would be supported in saying that. The Old Testament had only Jehovah in mind and that name is given there expressly. The Spirit, of course, was spoken of as well; God by His Spirit garnished the heavens; but I think, as a matter of fact, the name Jehovah is only given incidentally in the New Testament. In the Old Testament the name Jehovah is given as the specific name of the divine Person then speaking. 

    ELMI was thinking of Luke 2; the word Lord there, according to the footnote, is Jehovah. 

    JTThe footnote is not exactly Scripture. I do not think it is intended in the New Testament to bring forward the names employed in the Old. 

    RemIn the economy each divine Person has His own distinctive name. 

    JTThat is what I thought. The names, Father, Son and Spirit, did not exist in Old Testament times, therefore it is a matter of the economy, and we have to go by what is given to us in the New Testament. 

    RemWhen we come to the New Testament we have the fulness of Christianity involving the names by which God is now known. 

    RemAs to the matter of understanding in singing, I believe the brethren generally would like help as to the Spirit being in an objective position. We have generally thought of the Father and the Son as presented objectively to be worshipped but we hardly brought the Spirit into that. I think that is where help would be appreciated. 

    JTI think so too; and help will come, I believe, in the conversation we are engaged in now. 

    QuesDo we begin with the thought that the Spirit is God and an Object of worship? 

    JTExactly. The spirit of a man is the man himself, and that is the thought in the Spirit of God. 

    RemDeity is as full in the Spirit as in the Father or the Son or in the three Persons. 

    JTQuite so. 

    WCIs it largely a matter of understanding in the hearts and souls of the brethren, based upon the truth of the equality of the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son, that these desires to praise and worship the Holy Spirit are springing up amongst us without any definite scripture indicating that we should do so? 

    JTWell, there are definite scriptures, I think; for instance, Numbers 21. 

    WCI was thinking of the New Testament. 

    JTIn the New Testament we have persons who address the Spirit. Peter did, according to Acts 10. The context would show that the actual Speaker there is the Spirit, and then that Peter spoke to Him. That is a direct statement in the Scriptures of address being to the Spirit. 

    WCI was thinking more definitely of actual praise and worship. You would extend it to that, praise and worship being due to the Spirit? 

    JTI certainly would. 

    PLDivine honours cannot be rightly ascribed to any One of the Persons of the Godhead short of praise. 

    JTSo our hymn No. 126 does that. That hymn was accepted by J.N.D. 

    No. 126 in the 1932 Hymn Book (composed by J. Montgomery): 

    Praise we to the Father give, 
God in whom we move and live; 
Childrens praise He loves to hear, 
Childrens songs delight His ear. 
  
    RENEWAL (JT 74)
    

    
    
  
  
    RENEWAL (JT 74)

    Romans 12:2; Colossians 3:9 - 11; Titus 3:4 - 7

    JTThe subject before us is renewal. It is said in Hebrews 8:13 that the state of things under the old covenant became aged; so also christianity apart from the principle of renewal must grow old, and this applies not only to what we call the general profession, but to those of us who are really believers. Unless we maintain the principle of renewal we shall grow old and become stale, even in our meetings together. The passage in Colossians 3:10 speaks about the new man, which here signifies young, or fresh. 

    QuesWould you tell us the difference between the two words used in Greek and translated by the word new? 

    JTThe new man in Colossians 3:10, as we have just seen, suggests youth and freshness. The other word translated new suggests what is entirely different, in contrast to what is old. We should be fresh and young in our christianity, and also different from current religion. 

    QuesIn John 3, we have the new birth, something entirely new. Would you say that what we have here is the continuation of what is presented in the new birth? 

    JTIn John 3, in the expression born again, we have yet another word, meaning from above, or from the beginning, that is, entirely different, for the whole being is affected. God is not making over again the old man. According to John 2 there were those who believed on Christs name because of His signs, but it says the Lord did not commit himself unto them. Many have been affected by christianity; they have been mentally affected by it and abandoned their earlier religions, but as not born again they are not to be trusted. Hence the truth of the new birth is immediately introduced, which is in principle the new man. It is said, however, that the new man is created, so that new birth is the beginning of the thing. The new man spoken of in Colossians and Ephesians is parallel with the doctrine of new birth. New birth, however, contemplates the family side; the word birth implies that; but the new man is a creation. Adam was of God (Luke 3:38) on the family line, but he was also part of the creation; so that he is a creature as well as belonging to the family of God. 

    What is in mind in Romans 12 is the renewal of the mind, and in Colossians renewal of knowledge. In Titus it is the renewal of the Holy Spirit, which is a great general thought, not specific as are the other two. 

    The mind has a great place in Romans. In the end of chapter 7 the believer is seen as having control of his mind; he says, So then I myself with the mind serve Gods law. Each believer should be in control of his mind. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between the mind and the intelligence? The two words are used in the first two verses of Romans 12. 

    JTWhich is your intelligent service (verse 1) and then the renewing of your mind (verse 2); is that which you mean? Intelligence implies the mind as active in a measured way; hence the service is morally such as it should be, and based upon the teaching which has preceded. In verse 2 it is the thinking faculty; so that it is really a member of a man. Hence in 1 Corinthians 2:16 we, believers, are said to have the mind of Christ; it is the same word as here (verse 2) and it designates the intelligent faculty with its thoughts (see note, New Translation). A person newly converted requires the renewal of his mind; in the end of Romans 7 he has control over it. Men naturally under Satan have their minds darkened. Chapter 7 shows that the believer is clear; he is morally right, for he says: I myself with the mind serve Gods law; that is not the ten commandments, but whatever may come from God authoritatively; he is subject to it. In that way he becomes a board in the tabernacle, and the Spirit, as mentioned so frequently in chapter 8, supports him in this. The Spirit is implied in chapter 12: be transformed by the renewing of your mind; that would be by the power of the Spirit. It preserves the believer from staleness. There is constant need of freedom from the darkening influences of the world. Hence our conversation is to be fresh and spiritual, so that, when we are assembled together, there may be freshness in all that comes out. The use we make of our bodies here is said to be intelligent service. We are to present our bodies a living sacrifice; that would be in accord with the renewed mind, as over against being conformed to this world. If we imitate this world in our clothes and in our manners, our minds are shown not to be renewed. 

    RemThe believer is in danger of losing his freshness, as the nazarite was. 

    JTHence the nazarite was not to drink wine. That, of course, is not literal but spiritual, for the Lord Himself drank wine literally. Therefore, it alludes to what would stimulate us in a worldly sense. Abstinence from wine would mean disallowance of the stimulating forces of nature. But wine is also a type of spiritual stimulation; it accompanied certain offerings (Numbers 15:1 - 12). 

    QuesWould the young man, at the end of Mark, sitting on the right, clothed in a white robe, be an example of youthfulness, freshness and non-conformity to this world? 

    JTHe represents what is particularly needed in those of us who serve, and the two men in white at the ascension (Acts 1:10) represent the developed state of purity which is proper to christianity. 

    QuesWhat would the wine at the marriage in Cana suggest? 

    JTIt has just been remarked that wine is also typical of what is spiritually stimulating. It was to accompany certain meat-offerings (Numbers 15). There are graded offerings in that chapter, and the wine was to be increased according to the size of the offering. The wine in John 2 would have a spiritual significance; it alludes to the millennial joy that Christ will introduce presently; it alludes to what will be set up in the millennium on the earth, as being the last dispensation it will afford most joy. The good wine is kept for the end. This marriage scene is millennial. 

    QuesWhat is the meaning of the drink-offering which is added to the burnt offering or to the sacrifice? 

    JTIt is for divine satisfaction. 

    RemThere is the thought of joy. 

    JTYes, what Christ is to God. How stimulating and satisfying Christ as Man here was to God! When Jacob set up a pillar at Bethel (Genesis 28) he anointed it, but there was no drink-offering. When he returned to Bethel twenty years later (Genesis 35) he poured a drink-offering on the pillar which he erected this second time. In the first scripture God was in heaven and Jacob on earth, but in the second scripture God came down and stood by Jacob to communicate great things to him. Jacob would thus know that he was pleasing to God, and hence he poured a drink-offering on the pillar. It was the house of God. The house of God must afford pleasure to God. Hence where a drink-offering was connected with an offering, it was never to be lacking. So, when we come together in assembly, as pleasing God in our every day walk, we have the sense in assembly that we do please Him. Even together as we are now in the Spirit, we provide pleasure to God. It is not only that God is here to help us, but He is here to have joy Himself with us. 

    QuesWhat difference is there between the two expressions, If anyone be in Christ, there is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) and having put on the new man? 

    JTThe expression new creation is a wider thought than the new man, the latter belongs to the new creation. The whole realm of God is created anew, and there all things are of God (2 Corinthians 5:18). The new man is in the midst of the old creation as a testimony. Hence the moral characteristics are given, more particularly in Ephesians 4:20: But ye have not thus learnt the Christ, if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as the truth is in Jesus; namely your having put off according to the former conversation the old man which corrupts itself according to the deceitful lusts; and being renewed in the spirit of your mind; and your having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness. The truthful righteousness and holiness here are contemplated as moral qualities, whereas the characteristics of new creation are stated to be, If any one be in Christ, there is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: and all things are of the God who has reconciled us, that is, as reconciled, we are brought in under Gods eye for His pleasure; but in the new creation itself all things have become new, and all things are of God. 

    We may now refer to the renewal in Colossians 3, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. This brings us on to a wonderful platform in regard of knowledge; it is a very remarkable statement. This is not the kind of knowledge we get in current literature in the world, nor does that literature help us in this knowledge. The religious organisations of christendom make divine knowledge a science. Theology is the science or knowledge of God, and men enter seminaries and universities to acquire knowledge on that principle, so as to become ministers of God. But Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:11, For who of men hath known the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? thus also the things of God knows no one except the Spirit of God. But we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we may know the things which have been freely given to us of God: which also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, communicating spiritual things by spiritual means. So that the attempt to acquire the knowledge of God by worldly means is useless or worse. To acquire ordinary education, for example the knowledge of languages, is of God if used for the promotion of the knowledge of Himself. We can thank God for the ability which gave us J.N. Darbys translation of the Bible; but even the translation of the Bible is not exactly the thought of communicating spiritual things by spiritual means. Mr. Darby said that in this work he was just a hewer of wood and drawer of water for the congregation; he therefore did not assume that he was applying this high standard of knowledge in this work of translation. We may add, however, that the large measure of spiritual intelligence possessed by J.N.D. 

    enabled him to give a spiritual stamp to his work which no other translation possesses. 

    The apostle says here that the new man is renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him; wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything, and in all. Christ is not everything in the modern universities; in some of them He is nothing. So that this knowledge is the antidote of all the evil of modernism. It is according to the image of him that has created him, and takes us out of all the distinctions that characterise the world  Christ is everything, and in all. 

    QuesAre we not in danger of being marked by one of these features if not by more? Sometimes we think we are clear of nationality, but here we have social distinctions, sects, and civilisations as well. 

    QuesIn the second epistle of Peter we have eight features which characterise the new man, beginning with faith and ending with love, and these features bring us livingly and actively into the knowledge of Christ. Peters service at that moment is to remind us of these things. Then Peter speaks of Christ whom he saw on the mount of transfiguration; He was transfigured. Is not that a pattern of this renewal which we are looking at? And to acquire such a renewal day by day Peter speaks to us afterwards of a prophetic word. Is that the road to follow to continue in renewal? 

    JTPeters second epistle represents strikingly what we have been speaking of. He stresses the idea of acquiring certain things by means of other things; that is, you must have one thing in order to have another thing. He says, To them that have received like precious faith with us through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ  faith is through righteousness. Then, Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. As His divine power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness (it is not said that He has given it to us, but His divine power) through the knowledge of him that has called us by glory and virtue, through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature. Thus Peter in his second letter is dealing with tangible spirituality; showing that certain spiritual qualities come to us through other qualities. It is in this way that the new man is developed in us. Another thing about Peters second letter is that he tells us in it for the first time, as far as Scripture relates, of the glory on the mount of transfiguration. He also significantly speaks of our beloved brother Paul, (2 Peter 3:15) indicating that what we have had before us includes admiration of the brethren. 

    QuesWould you say that as he nears heaven, he considers those who are on earth from the highest and most heavenly standpoint? 

    JTIn his youth Peter had presumed to love the Lord more than others. Now he is ready to lay down his life for the Lord; saying that the Lord had showed him that he would die as a martyr. The Lord said, When thou shalt be old, indicating that when the brethren grow old, they should increase and not diminish in their spirituality. Peters second letter, in this sense, is much more pointed than the first. It is a matter of particular importance for all brothers and sisters as we come near the end, for we are apt to become cloudy and depressed, unless we maintain this freshness of which we have been speaking. 

    RemIn the family of God according to Johns epistle there are children, young men and fathers, but there are no old men. 

    JTYes; but there it is more the idea of the family in its gradations. But Scripture gives a great place to aged believers. It is of great importance to retain faculties in old age, as is shown by certain facts in the Old Testament. It is said of Moses that his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated (Deuteronomy 34:7). In Peters case the Lord contrasts what marked him in his youth and what would mark him in his old age, so that his advanced years helped rather than hindered him. What we speak of as ripe age does not mean old as we have it in Hebrews 8:13: that which grows old and aged is near disappearing. In Ecclesiastes 12:3 we have the description of an aged person about to die: The keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few ... for man goeth to his age-long home. We can see that all that is offset in spiritual history in a man like Moses, or in such a man as Paul the aged, full of vigour and having no fear of death; his personality was increased by his age, being such a one as Paul the aged (Philemon 9). And so with Peter: when thou shalt be old ... The full divine thought would be reached in him; there was no suggestion of age weakening him. So his second letter seems to express the vigour of old age. He seems to be brighter at the end than at any time. He refers to the mount of transfiguration as involving the excellent glory. I thought it was worth while to go over that ground. We are all getting older, the young ones too, and it is well to have this before us, that although ageing we might be renewed and be maintained in freshness to the end. 

    The passage in Titus is, as we said, the general reference to the great renewing power  the Holy Spirit  who was so abundantly present at Pentecost, and who, as Paul says, has been shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

    RemIn the last death recorded in detail in the first book of the Bible, that of Jacob, we have an example of one who was brighter at the end than during his whole life. 

    QuesDo we not see at the end of Malachi what God thinks of these features of freshness in contrast to what had grown old? 

    JTWe see that at the end of Malachi, and at the end of various periods of the testimony, such as at the ends of the lives of Jacob, Moses, David. The Lord has in mind that our dispensation shall not grow old and disappear, but, as is suggested in the expression the Spirit and the bride, be maintained in a state of freshness. The bride brings out in a striking manner the thought of freshness. Reference is made to the bride, the Lambs wife The wife represents rather the side of patient endurance in suffering; she is the Lambs wife, which refers to Him in His sufferings, but the bride represents the other side of the position and implies vigour and freshness of affection. 
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    THE THINGS ABOVE AND THE NEW MAN (JT 84)

    Colossians 3: 1 - 25

    JTYou would have had some thought from the Lord in your previous enquiry into this chapter? 

    FIWe thought this followed what is in the previous chapter, the things of which men would approve in regard to the flesh, but taken up here in another view as to what is on the gross side, of which men do not approve. In both cases it depended on what view we had in relation to Christ, and the position we had as provided for us, risen with Christ. We thought, in that way, there must be the objective side, the incentive, before we could act in accord with what is in the second chapter or this chapter. 

    JTThe if is not the if of doubt, but alludes to the doctrine stated in chapter 2. There is the burial with Him in baptism (chapter 2: 12) in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. There is no if there, so that the if alludes to the hypothesis  the thing being so, consequences should follow. Evidently the apostle, by the Spirit, is aiming at leading the saints further on than resurrection. Resurrection is perhaps a little beyond most of us as to attainment, as the apostle says, If any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead (Philippians 3: 11). That is, no doubt, beyond most of us from that point of view; but, even so, the Spirit is not content, for He constantly goes on to the heavenly position, the things above. I suppose the word above is moral as well as spiritual. Seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God: have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth; for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God (Colossians 3: 1 - 3). Above, of course, is above, but it very often has moral elevation in mind. Here it would evidently elevate the brethren at Colosse from the earth to the heavenly position of the truth. First, seeking the things and then, having your mind on them, on the things. 

    FIIn relation to the present position of Christ, how do you understand the thought of the things? Would it be the things connected with Christ that are brought to light in regard to the thoughts of God as you take account of them? 

    JTApparently so; they have this character that they are above. You will not find any allusion to them in the newspapers or in the current magazines, or in conversation with men of the world; there is no such thought at all of anything above. It is not only above, but where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. It is another system of things altogether apart from the things below, and the effect is to draw you away from the earth. But there is a certain logic in it in that the if is the basis; if therefore ye have been raised is a logical thing, that that is the bearing of the resurrection, to direct you beyond, for, even as risen, the Lord was generally seen standing. He assembled with the saints and He sat at table in Emmaus, but generally the position is that He was standing; meaning that there is always something beyond the resurrection position, for that position is not enough; His position on high is what characterises christianity. 

    QuesYou spoke of the things above being moral instead of actual, would those enumerated in verses 12 and 13 have that application as being morally above the earth? 

    JTQuite so. Put on therefore, as the elect of God these things mentioned. These are qualities here in the saints, they came out in Christ, but they are things above, as we might say, in that world. 

    There are things in this world that form the range in which man lives; there are things in that world. So that, for the person who accepts nominally that he is risen with Christ, not simply that Christ is raised for his justification, it is a normality that he should go further, for Christ has gone further. He says, I ascend to my Father and your Father. He has not gone into vacancy, but into a wide range of things, and they are things above, not merely things in heaven, but above. It is a range of things above which will come out in display presently, but the things are there already. 

    QuesWould it have any reference to the all things over which He is head to the assembly in Ephesians 1: 22? 

    JTI suppose it would, Head over all things to the assembly. Some have alluded to Hebrews 12: 22, 23 as giving a list of things, to make the thing concrete. We have not come to the mount that could be touched, but we have come to mount Zion; and to the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels, the universal gathering; and to the assembly of the firstborn who are registered in heaven. It seems to give a great range of thought; you have come to these things. We are told to set our minds on the things above, whatever they are. The things mentioned in that chapter would certainly be included in them. I suppose the heart is involved in the seeking, seeking the things; then the mind: have your mind set, which is a fixed sort of thing, never to be otherwise. 

    QuesWould this compare with Galatians when it refers to Jerusalem above being free? 

    JTA similar thought, I think. That helps as to what we are saying, for it is not there literally yet, but it is one of the thoughts up there. 

    QuesYou have referred to Philippians, to the resurrection of the dead. The apostle there also goes on to speak of forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before (Philippians 3: 13). Does that in any way allude to what we have here? 

    JTI think so; it is referring to the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. 

    FIThe thought of Christ Himself is brought out prominently here. He is brought before us personally, would you say? 

    JTYes, it is characteristic of the epistle that it is Christ. 

    FII suppose the thought of being risen to enter into that subjectively is that you find yourself in touch with Him as such in His present position. 

    JTThat has a hiding effect on us. This is really a hiding epistle, an epistle characterised by entering the land; not actually in it, but entering  it is a process; and, as going into heaven, you are not concerned to make a show or have a place here. If a man has means or title, ancestry or anything that will give him distinction here, Colossians would help him. If he has his mind set on things above, he wants to get free of things here, and Colossians helps him and gives him a certain moral force in the sense that his life is hid with Christ in God. Christ is the governing thought in the epistle, Your life is hid with the Christ in God, so that one is not living in what he has or in what he is, there is a getting out of sight, there is the principle of hiding. 

    QuesIt is the Christ in several places in this connection. What is the difference between that and the title Christ? 

    JTNot much; it is just in the original, the Messiah, the anointed One; only sometimes Christ is named, and so used. The article may be there sometimes and not translated in the English when it is simply Christ as a name, but when it is the Christ it is usually Christ used as anointed and employed of God for the effectuating of His thoughts. 

    I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will (Acts 13: 22), and He anointed him. Christ is that Person through whom God effects things. It is an important thought in this epistle, for it shuts out all other actors; those who are not acting under Him are to be excluded and everything must come under the authority of Christ, whatever you or I are doing. Philip went to Samaria to preach the Christ; he was ready to do things for the Samaritans. The woman in John 4 had come to that conclusion already and said Is not this the Christ? because He told her all she had done; to her He was the Man who would do things. 

    QuesSo that the full thought is presented in the Christ sitting at the right hand of God. Is that the full end in resurrection? It is there you get the thought of the hiding. That is where things are hidden, in Christ sitting there. 

    JTThe One anointed of God to effect all His will, and our life is hid with Him. He would say to us, Well, you want to make a little show here; you have some little thing that distinguishes you. The Lord might not rebuke you severely, for it is in us all to capitalise what we have and to make ourselves something. But the Lord would say, This is not the time for it  your life is hid with Me. But Christ will look after it He will make the most of it. In truth, He is Himself our life. And then we shall be manifested with Him in glory and that sets you at rest  you say, I am content to be out of sight until He is manifested. You do not want to be manifested without Him, as the Corinthians were. 

    RemThings on the earth tend to engross us sometimes; it needs a great leverage, to enable us to set them aside as far as engrossment is concerned. 

    JTThis epistle will set us free, I believe. Surely the things connected with the Lord are better than anything here. I know well enough in myself how I capitalise things. You grow up from a young man to a married man and you make yourself a centre if you are talking or whatever you are doing. These things are informal but they are brought in and they give me a little position here. The Lord may be very kind to you, but He will say, It is not the time for that: the time for show for you is by and by. When I am shown you will be shown, when I am manifested you will be manifested. When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory. Then our capital, as it were, will be all seen at its best. 

    RemSo the word, Keep thy heart more than anything that is guarded; for out of it are the issues of life (Proverbs 4: 23) seems to come in in connection with the seeking. 

    JTColossians 2: 3 tells us that things are hidden in the mystery, In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. The principle of this book is to take you out of this world in your mind and spirit and affection. It is not the theory simply here, but the thing acting on your mind. You have a mind, and you have control of it, as Romans teaches, I myself with the mind serve Gods law (Romans 7: 25), it is your own power, you are able to do that. That is carried through here, Have your mind on the things that are above, it is a constant thing. 

    QuesThis would be the practical enjoyment of eternal life, would it not? 

    JTQuite so, only it is making it a hidden thing. Christ in truth is your life. You might say, Well, these things are my life; but the spiritual man says, Christ is my life. When the Christ is manifested who is our life ... James and John and their mother had in their minds that they should have two distinctive places in heaven, not having in mind that we are all raised up together and made to sit down together. Love has that thought in its mind; love never wants to be distinct above the brethren. Zebedees wife and James and John thought they would have something specially, and the Lord was very gentle with them. He said, It is not mine to give. He is very gentle with us. But in this chapter it is no question of having a distinctive place for myself here, but Christ is my life, Christ is everything. 

    FIThat would exercise us as to making capital of things. We often want a place here, we are often the centre of the picture, whereas that which is ours, that which belongs to us, as you say, is hid with Christ; our life is there, not here. 

    RemSo it says that Christ is everything, and in all. 

    FIYes, but we often bring in some sort of incident and tell it to people and really have ourselves in view, but that should not be our life  it is hid with Christ. 

    JTA man may hold material things here but not be living in them at all; in fact, the more you have, the more responsible you are. 

    FIDo you think this refers not so much to occupation with the material but to our spiritual relations? The material things might often be held lightly, but yet we may be living in that into which we have been brought as a result of our spiritual life. 

    JTYes. It is Christ who is our life; my life is hid with Him; He will look after it. 

    OGDo you think this has a collective thought in it too? As setting our mind on the things above, the Spirit of God would enlarge our minds to take in what God has before Him, so that we are, in a way, living together in it. As people in the world live in the things of the world, so the saints have a range of things which occupies them and of which they speak. 

    JTI think that is right; Colossians is really the saints viewed collectively. The type, of course, is Joshua 3. They left Shittim, it says, and they came to the Jordan. You come up against the power of death. And they lodged there three days, and the ark is at a distance of two thousand cubits. That is the position; they are all looking at it; it is there so that every Israelite can see it. It is the great objective thought. 

    RemLodging there would be great gain to us. 

    JTThat is the idea. Three would always be an exercise. You go from one to two, and from two to three; that finishes the exercise. You are treading on new ground, you have not gone this way before. You have been through Romans. You have been hearing the gospel about Christ risen, and justification. Now it is a question of your being risen too, and without the Holy Spirit that would be only theory: it is a question of being raised by the faith of the working of God. The thing is real, it is by faith, and it is the working of God. What wrought in Christ is working in you. 

    QuesYou were suggesting this is an entering in; does that mark my exercises all the week? 

    JTJust so. The word lodged would mean you are not to stay there any longer; it is an exercise, but you are going on. A lodging is just a stopping place. You do not get that word in Romans; I do not think you have that thought anywhere else but in Joshua. 

    QuesDo you mean the faith of the working of God is the working now, not simply what took place in Christ, but working now on the principle of faith? 

    JTJust so; if christianity is not that, it is merely theory. So it is the power that works in you, the same power that wrought in Christ, so it is the faith of that. I have no doubt about my resurrection; I am raised on that principle of what God is doing. 

    It is as good as done; and the power by which He does it is because of His Spirit which dwells in us, as it says in Romans. The ark is two thousand cubits before you; it was not very big, but that distance would make it visible to everybody who had good sight; otherwise you might not see it at all, hence the importance of the exercise. You see they are moving on. As soon as the priests feet touched the waters, the waters went back; that is the working of God. 

    QuesTo speak of a practical point, do you understand they came near to it as they crossed, or was it at a distance when they crossed as well as when they began to cross? 

    JTThe principle of distance is always there; it remained there till they went over. Then another thing is that a man of each tribe takes a stone and carries it over; that means he has power. We are not told how large the stones were, but the suggestion is there is weight there; each man carries one over, and there is perfect unity: they put them down in Gilgal. Faith sees the whole nation in those stones, but power is needed to carry them over. There is power in the saints, that is the suggestion, because it says we are quickened with Him as well as raised with Him, and that is not by faith, for in chapter 2 we are quickened by the Spirit, a positive thing. 

    OGDoes that bring in the features suitable to the new position so that my feelings and thoughts are all suitable to the new sphere? 

    JTSo that there is love there and great consideration in the type. There are forty thousand men (Joshua 4: 13) and the whole twelve tribes are there. You might have said to the two and a half tribes, You do not belong here, but love says, You do belong here and we are glad you are coming so far with us. Faith and love combined will never leave out any of the saints. If we are here tonight, all Israel is present, the whole nation is somewhere. 

    RemIt seems to stress the lodging places also in connection with the twelve stones; they carried them over with them to the lodging place and laid them down there. 

    JTThat is another exercise. Now we are on new ground. Colossians contemplates you are on resurrection ground, but that is not the stopping place. That is what I have been thinking about lately in regard to what is here, the lodging place in Canaan means it is not the full thought. It is resurrection right enough, because they are coming out of death, but it is not the full thought. It is a question of the ground, what is christian ground; is it resurrection or is it heavenly ground? It is manifestly heavenly. The lodging place on the Canaan side means that, that it is not the full position. Gilgal, which is identified with the lodging place (Joshua 4: 20) is the place to judge yourself in, and this epistle is for that purpose really. 

    OGIt says, Where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God: does that bring in more the official side? I was thinking in contrast to the family thought. There is the political side in heaven as well as the family thought. 

    JTYes, I think that is right, and the power attaching to it, the right hand; all is there. At this stage we need to be imbued with the thought of power, the working of God and the right hand of God, and that the Lord is the Christ, the One who does everything. 

    RemSo that power would be with your heart and mind in this matter, seeking, and setting your mind. 

    JTI think that is the way. If you dwell on all this, it sets you in movement, so that you are not a mere theoretical christian; there is power going on in your mind and heart and thoughts. 

    QuesIs that why the next section is practical? 

    JTWell, he brings in now, from verse 5 to the end of verse 11, the state of things out of which we have been brought, and it is all on a logical principle, not mere arbitrary exhortation. You now have a mind; you have come out of the wilderness and have moved away from Shittim, the last stage in the wilderness, and have had to do with God, and it is now a question of your mind. You are supposed to recognise the Spirit, for He is only once mentioned in this epistle, and that means He is putting forward His work in your soul. That is why, I think, in the book of Joshua you have one chapter devoted to Rahab, a woman who was never in the wilderness, who never saw Moses and Aaron, but who knew God; she knew something of what He was doing and of what Israel was doing. What ye did ... to Sihon and Og. How did that happen? It is by the Spirit, and only thus. I have got rid of my big self-importance, for that is what it means, and I am in that way viewed in Colossians as a person of experience; and the Spirit is only mentioned once, meaning He has effected something in the saints, and Rahab gets a whole chapter. Well, that means obviously that she is the work of God, that God works Himself in souls. 

    RemSo that it is peculiar in Hebrews 11 that she comes into view directly the Red Sea is crossed: she would be the next step in the believer in relation to the divine work. 

    JTThat is it. She did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace (Hebrews 11: 31); she had faith. James 2: 25 says she put them forth by another way, which means she has a spiritual mind, another way. Colossians is all on that line; the work of God in the saints involves these kinds of instincts that you get in Rahab. She had flax on the roof, that is something, and she hid the spies under the flax; and she has a cord in the house that is strong enough to let them down. All that refers to the work of God in the persons soul. 

    QuesAre you thinking of that as distinct from our position in the wilderness? 

    JTYes, it is the work of God viewed by itself. So the Spirit is not mentioned; you are supposed to be a person whose mind is under the control of the Spirit. The whole thing is presented to you logically, it ought to be so, If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ. 

    QuesThe thought of the manifestation in glory would involve the light as to the greatness of Christ that we have in chapter 1. 

    JTQuite so; His greatness is presented at the outset, which is in keeping with what we said about the ark. 

    RemSo the manifestation in glory would hold the saints in relation to what God has secured in that system. 

    JTThen it goes on to what we have been delivered from, Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth. In verse 8 it is put off. You will have noticed we are to put off wrath, anger, malice, blasphemy, vile language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, having put off the old man with his deeds, and having put on the new; that is, the having there is logical. 

    RemYou have accepted the truth of it. 

    JTYes. You have accepted it, and therefore the truth is put logically. 

    RemSo Romans 12 brings us back to that. This opens up an entirely new scene. 

    JTIt does. You see how logical it is, that in the attitude of your mind now you put off these things. It is a great idea that in the attitude of your mind you do this, but then the details are presented here, the exhortation is on a logical basis; you take on that attitude now and put off these things. 

    RemThe thought of putting to death seems to be a more intense application of what has to be done; it seems to be a very severe thing. 

    JTIt does, in that it is our members. I suppose it is circumcision. Gilgal is alluded to, sharp knives; the putting to death is a drastic thing. 

    FIIt is what you enter into in your exercises definitely. 

    JTIt is to be done. There is no thought of concision; it is circumcision, a thorough thing. Then the putting off is really the other side, that you are able to put the things aside; they are outside your life here, they are not your members. 

    RemYour members are presented in a very bad light here. 

    JTYes, the list is given, and it says, On account of which things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. In which ye also once walked when ye lived in these things, so that the allusion is, I suppose, to the gentile world. 

    RemSo that now there is a known power in our souls which will enable us to put these members to death because of the great objective one has in relation to the new life. 

    JTAnd having put on the new, that again is a logical basis of having put on positive things. It is only consistent that you should put on these things, because of the ground you have taken that you have put on the new man. The old man in Romans is said to be crucified, but we do not get the new man mentioned. 

    RemWe have newness of life; here we have the new man. 

    JTYes, the beautiful traits of Christ in one another, and you say, I want to put those on. 

    RemThe new position demands new clothing. 

    JTQuite so. It really refers to the saints; when you are together you begin to admire the traits of Christ as they work out in one another, and you say, That is what I want to appear in  that is the idea, I think. It is new in the sense of freshness, a new man in the sense of a young, fresh man, delightful and fruitful. Then the word for renewed into full knowledge is that there is none like it, that is according to the image of him that has created him, so that we have a perfect standard in Him who created us. 

    RemIt says, Renewed into full knowledge  what is the force of that? 

    JTI think it belongs to this part of the instruction in christianity. You get it in Philippians 1: 9; it is the idea of completeness, you do not want anything else. 

    QuesNew creation is always presented as complete, a man, is it not? 

    JTI think so. 

    QuesIs this thought of renewing a continual thing, or is it a thing judged in the soul? 

    JTIt is what marks the new man, I think. Having put on the new  Renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him; that is, the thing is there, it was there before ever we came into it. The mind is a faculty, but knowledge is more an acquirement. 

    QuesDo you reach full growth here? 

    JTThe new man is presented as complete. It was there in purpose before any of us were born, we come into it; the thing is presented as a complete thought. The new man is renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him; that is the full complete idea. Everything is clear in the light. That we do not see much of it now does not prove it is not there. It does not say what ought to be here, it is what is. Renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him; wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 

    bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything and in all  it is what is. 

    FISo that would be the habit of your soul as being brought that way: you do not take account of things seen in the barbarian or the Scythian; is that the idea? 

    JTYes, you are occupied with the new man. 

    There would be no christianity without the new man; the new man is not presented as in heaven, it is on earth; it is what is being effected here. 

    RemI can quite see now the setting of the twelve stones  they have all reached it. 

    JTYes, so what is presented in the apostles ministry is not only what is in heaven but what is being effected on earth. 

    QuesHas the renewing in mind our maintenance in relation to it? 

    JTWell, we come into that, I think. It is renewed into full knowledge, it is the complete thought here. Not that ye may be renewed, but the thing is renewed. 

    RemYou mean that refers to the new. 

    JTTo the new man, yes. The new man is as real a thing on earth as Christ is in heaven, and that is what is presented as a testimony, it can be entered into. 

    QuesHow does this fit in with the thought of being conformed to the image of His Son in Romans 8? That is not a fully complete thought yet, is it? 

    JTNo, that is future, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

    QuesImage is referred to here; can you say a word as to the distinction? 

    JTI think it is a strong word that is in mind here  representation. There is that which can be regarded as presenting the creation of the new man. It is what Christ is, but worked out as a creation in us. If you saw a company of saints like those at Ephesus when Paul had finished his work there, you would see wonderful graces and affections. I suppose Acts 20 is to bring out that work, the great work of God; you would see this beautiful thing he is speaking of here; God had effected it among the gentiles. To the Ephesians he says it is created in truthful righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4: 24), but it is truth as it is in Jesus, not as it was, but as it is in Jesus; that is, it is what Christ is now worked out here. 

    RemNow in glory. 

    JTYes, He is up there  that is the full thought in christianity. The millennium is not the full thought, the resurrection is not the full thought; it is what He is up there answering to the counsels of God. 

    QuesSo, as appreciating that, you would put on these features. 

    JTYes, as it goes on, Put on therefore, there again you have the logical thought, as the elect of God. You are brought up to the thought of counsel, that this is what suits you, Put on therefore, as the elect of God. See who you are, this is what suits you. These are great thoughts, they are not theories, and they are possible to us as we have the Holy Spirit. If we could only see the new man, see a company of christians formed after the heavenly pattern, you would say, I want to be like them. 

    RemAnd even made fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light; we want to be in the good of it now. 

    JTQuite so. The new man, I think, really covers what we are, a heavenly people down here for the Lord. There will be no thought of newness there, for the old is not there and never was there. 

    RemAnd bowels of compassion will not be needed there. These things are needed down here; 

    there is a reflection of heaven down here in a scene of need. 

    QuesAs there is no sense of need there, is that why you brought in the thought of born of God, the Source, as underlying the thought of new creation? Is the thought of new creation that of generation? 

    JTI think generation is a higher thought as it is worked out in Genesis. It is in Abraham that God begins to work on the line counsel, and with him it is a question of parentage, a seed, a wholly right seed. That all looks on to the gospel of John which brings out the birth of the saints and gives them dignity, giving them vital relations with God so that they love Him. 

    RemIf children, heirs also: heirs of God, and Christs joint heirs (Romans 8: 17) goes right back; then you get the inheritance coming in. Is what we have here in view of the inheritance? 

    JTWell, we are said to be share the portion of the saints in light in chapter 1. Ephesians regards the saints as Gods inheritance. You can see how delightful the new man is under the eye of God here in this setting; wherever these traits shine in our relations to one another, they are beautiful in our eyes, but God says they are beautiful in His eyes. 

    RemThis would fill us with desire to reach the thought of the inheritance. 

    JTYes, you want to possess it. 

    QuesCould you say a word about these traits? 

    JTFirst, we are the elect of God, holy and beloved  that is what we are. But now we are to put on, as it says, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye. And to all these add love, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful. Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God. And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him. That is the christian company, and these are the graces that are to be put on, which in effect is the new man. 

    RemThe thought of teaching and admonishing in psalms and hymns is beautiful. 

    JTIs it not?  you mean it shows the value of the hymns we have in our social relations with each other? 

    RemThat is the way it is presented here. 

    JTIt is. It is the effect of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs; it seems that is the way of admonition. A very gracious and inoffensive way if I can admonish a brother or a sister in singing a hymn to them; that would not stir up feelings much. 

    RemTo maintain the spiritual tone of the company, I suppose, keeping the atmosphere at the proper level  singing with grace in your hearts. 

    JTYes, not merely a good tune, but with grace in your hearts. The intent in Colossians is that this beautiful new man should appear with these graces. 

    RemOur intercourse at home should have the savour of this hymn and psalm. 

    FSIt is singing with grace in your hearts to God, not for admonition, is it? 

    JTThe hymn seems to be the means of it  they seem to be linked up. Maybe the singing should be entirely for God, but I think it is so linked here that the effect is to help one another. 

    FIUnless the singing of the hymn had in view what is for God, it would not have the effect of admonishing. 

    JTIt is very like a peace, or prosperity, offering; God has His part as well as ourselves. 

    QuesWould this be a good answer in result to ministry received that the word of the Christ dwells in us richly? 

    JTYes. 

    QuesDoes this singing also suggest the music that springs from the affections as we have in Habakkuk? 

    JTThe stringed instruments, you mean? 

    RemYes. It must be my own, you would say  something I have learnt myself with God. 

    JTJust so. They are supposed to have them here, psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 

    QuesAre these things the outcome of the bowels of compassion and the kindness it speaks of? 

    JTThey all go together. If you compare this with Corinthians, a man coming into the assembly there would be affected by the prophetic ministry that he would hear. But here, while it is the new man that is stressed, you would be affected by the spiritual heavenly graces that mark the saints in their relations to one another. The word of the Christ dwelling in you richly is not simply that you hear a little word in the meeting and enjoy it, but you take it home and connect it with the whole scope of truth  it is dwelling in you richly. 
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    PUTTING ON THE NEW MAN (JT 84)

    Colossians 3: 9 - 11; 1 Samuel 15: 35; 1 Samuel 16: 1; 1 Chronicles 12: 23, 38

    I have in mind to speak about the new man, a subject that will be of interest and, I believe, of profit, as the Lord helps in speaking of it. The very thought is delightful; as we consider the old man, what his history has been and what his current history is, how God is replacing him  not only that He will replace him, but that He is doing it. So that nothing in that sense is sudden with God. He brings in what is in His mind beforehand on the principle of testimony, and on the principle of establishing what is better. So having a moral right to supersede what is evil; that is, the moral right is to be established before the thing is actually set up and prevailing. That raises the question as to us as Gods people now; our position here is to establish moral qualities or values. He has not deputed angels to this service, He has deputed men. In Jesus was life, and the life was the light of men  that is, it did not go beyond men. And the same writer, that is John, says, The darkness is passing and the true light already shines  not that it should shine, it shines; but then it shines in men, it shone to them and in them and now shines from them, and very largely with a view to establishing qualities or values in a moral sense. Hence the value of every saint in Gods account from this point of view. And what I have in mind is to show that, whilst we may take on the principle of the new man, we may not follow the thing up in detail. I want to show from the Old Testament how this appears in us, in perhaps the most distinguished among us, as Samuel was in his day the most distinguished amongst Gods people. Brethren as a class are known to be persons who value principles; it is one of the best words we have, the word principles. But then, whilst we may be characterised as holding principles, we may fail in exemplifying them. That is what I have in mind, dear brethren, and as the phrase new man is used, no doubt many here will understand that in Colossians it is peculiar in the sense that the word denotes youthfulness or freshness. That ought to appeal to all the young people here, that it is not a mere question of physical youthfulness or freshness, but spiritual, and I am inclined to think that it has more scope with the young. There is always a freshness about recently converted people. Whether they retain the freshness is another matter, but at any rate, young people who have received the light of the gospel and take their place in fellowship, as we say, commit themselves and become a peculiar asset in the local company. Their part, as we call it, is usually very interesting. And I refer to the youth in that way so that they may retain their interest and their attractiveness, that years may not detract from this freshness. So that Colossians deals with that kind of new, what is young and fresh. But then it also takes on the thought of knowledge that is not characteristic in that way. It is not simply the knowledge of a young person, which is usually defective  not that I would disparage young brothers or sisters, but their knowledge is usually limited and defective  so that the Spirit of God balances the thought of youthfulness and freshness in the christian with another word, that is renewal  renewed in knowledge. That is, that the kind of knowledge you have and continue in is not what you learn at school, the high school or the like, or the college; it is a different kind of thing. So that God balances us in that way as to what we are constitutionally, young and fresh. We are not that in knowledge, our knowledge is different. It is different from the most learned in this world, from the most renowned person, lecturer or professor. The knowledge of the young christian is different; that is what the word means, Renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. It is in the knowledge that the image of God lies. We do not attach the thought of freshness or youthfulness to God, so that the character of God in the way of knowledge stamps the christian, even in his youthfulness. Both these things go together and make christians unique in this world. They stand out; there are none like them. These words cover us in that way that there is nothing stale or effete about us. We have not grown old and aged, a remarkable phrase used in Hebrews; we retain our youthfulness and our freshness, but we balance that by a knowledge that is after God; we learn to know like God. Of course, all that has to come out in Christ; it is through Him we understand how God knows, what knowledge God has; it is a question of how Christ knew things, how differently He looked at everything. How much He could have told people in the days of His flesh as to so-called science, but He did not tell them much; but if He did speak of anything He spoke of it in His own way. We read of Him at the age of twelve in the midst of the teachers. It is a good thing for young people to understand that there are teachers, that is, that there are persons who are specially instructed. I do not believe in specialists amongst the brethren, but persons specially instructed I do believe in, and the Lord sees that there are such, and He sat amongst them. It was a fine sight  He was sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions (Luke 2: 46). Did He hear? He had His own way of hearing; He said God opened His ears morning by morning. Is there a college in the world where there is any such thing as that, where God opens peoples ears morning by morning? There is not. Well, that is how Jesus learnt. I speak of Him now as Luke presents Him to us in the loveliness of that perfect humanity that shone in Him from a babe to a man and peculiarly at the age of twelve, when He was sitting in the midst of the teachers, hearing ... It was not that He heard merely as a natural boy; He says God opened His ears to hear. What a fine example that is for the young people, to ask God to open your ears so that you hear aright. It is not the ordinary way, it is the divine way, the new man is renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. We have to learn the divine way, it cannot be unfolded in words, it has to be understood through instinct as well as by what you hear. He heard, it says, and He asked questions. You never heard such a Questioner as He; no one ever did, how He questioned! Not that He would puzzle the teachers. He could have done so, of course; He could have confused them, but that is not the point. He was a boy of twelve and He acted in a seemly way, but He asked questions. There was never such hearing amidst the teachers, never such asking of questions, as on that day, at that time. Well, that is to be continued, that is the idea, according to the image of him that has created him; that is how the young christian thinks. Jesus was not a creation, of course. I am not referring to what He was, always the Creator; but by taking that lowly place He set us an example of how to get into the divine way of hearing, the divine way of questioning, and the divine way of answering, too, for He gave answers. They were astonished at his understanding and answers, it says. 

    Well now, these two thoughts present the idea of the new man in Colossians. The thought is to make it attractive and I have in mind to take up David at Hebron as typical of Christ in this sense. We have to understand him, not only personally, but in the way he is presented to us in various settings in Scripture, and in this setting in 1 Chronicles, he is at Hebron. I want to show, from the verses read in chapter 12, how this thought of the new man came about, and how it became universal in Israel at that time. But first I want to show, from 1 Samuel, how we may take on the principle. I was saying that to be men of principle is a very fine thought, but let us not stop at the principle. Now Samuel was full of principles in chapter 15, and what I am asserting here is that, where God intends to expose those who are governed by the principles of the old man, He will always bring in a test. We shall not escape; we may cover ourselves for a long time, but we shall not escape if God undertakes to test us. So Saul had a long reign, and many of us do have a long reign; I mean so-called leading men, leading brothers. For God will give us rein, He will give us plenty of scope as we lay ourselves out to do anything in the service, in the testimony. But as sure as anything He will test us, and when the test is applied there is no escape at all, there is no possibility of hiding any more. So Samuel says to Saul, You know these sinners, the Amalekites, how they harassed Israel, now Jehovah says to you, You go and destroy them. That is the message. Hearken, Samuel says, in the beginning of chapter 15, to the voice of the words of Jehovah. It is not a general thought, it is the words. God tests us out in the words with which He clothes His message. Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I have considered what Amalek did to Israel, how he set himself against him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and destroy utterly all that they have, and spare them not, but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, 

    camel and ass. I suppose the word would cover all these creatures; do not forget them, do not be too general; pay attention to what is said  this is a test. And Saul undertook the commission and went and attacked the city of the Amalekites, and did well too. I am speaking now, dear brethren, not only of Saul, but of Samuel. That is, I am speaking of any whom God would test as a Saul, and I am speaking of all of us whom God would call upon to act according to the test and act fully according to the test, and observe the words in the test; the words of Jehovah it says. And Saul said to the Kenites, Go, depart: he is not going to be promiscuous and destroy everybody there. It is the Amalekites he is after; that is the commission. He does well. There is time to separate from Amalek, and he observes a good bit of strategy. He laid wait in the valley, as if he were to go down into death in what he is doing. He sees he is being tested, and he is not going to answer to the test, but he is going to palm off what he does as if he had answered to the test; he is going to conceal what he is at. Verse 10 says, The word of Jehovah came to Samuel, saying, It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king. This is before Samuel hears anything; it is what God is thinking about. It is now a question, dear brethren, of the saints coming into this matter and getting to Gods point of view in the matter. It is a secret matter, but God sees the thing; He sees what is going on in Sauls heart all the time in the conflict with Amalek, and He says, It is all over with Saul. He may be clever in the way he conceals himself, and he was, but, as far as Gods mind was concerned, it was all over with Saul. It is very solemn, for there is no escape when God orders a test; I am exposed and I cannot hide myself. 

    Now God will bring Samuel into this, and He does. I want to show how Samuel was right in principle; he was with God in principle, but not in actual fact in detail in following out the thing to its completion. I have great respect for a man who has good principles, but principles are not all. Samuel set out the principles in most striking language. He came to Saul, we are told, and Saul met him, with all the glamour of a victorious general  he had carried out the mind of God, he said. Oh but, Samuel says, listen  that is not just so. You will observe in verse 13, Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said to him, Blessed art thou of Jehovah. How one is apt to be caught by that sort of thing. What a brother that is! He is victorious, and he is making much of another brother. Blessed art thou of Jehovah, he says, I have fulfilled the word of Jehovah; that is what he says. Is Samuel going to be deceived? Am I going to be deceived? Dealing with evil is the most difficult of all things, discerning the roots that are at work and the skill with which men who are experienced in evil conceal, or endeavour to conceal. Samuel is not caught with that; he is not the man to be flattered, thank God: he is a man of God. He negatively had put off the old man in the attitude of his mind, and particularly the old man in Amalek. There are many of us who will put off the old man in Amalek and retain the old man in Saul; but it is the same old man; the old man in Saul is the same old man as in Agag. Samuel slew Agag, but he did not slay Saul; I mean to say he did not slay him in the principle of it: he mourned for him. But, as I said, he goes over the principles. Time will not permit me to say much more as to that, but those who are familiar with the chapter will know how he points out in prophetic language that to obey is better than sacrifice. He set out in beautiful poetic language a word directly from God at the moment covering the principle. The great principle covering the chapter is that  obedience is better than sacrifice, Attention than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And selfwill is as iniquity and idolatry. So he says, Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, He hath also rejected thee from being king; it is a settled matter. Samuel is perfectly clear as to the principle. A man like that would set out the thing perfectly in a Bible reading; the whole thing would be as clear as noonday. The principle as to what Amalek means, and how rigid God is in dealing with him; yet, you see, Saul is not dealt with except in principle. The speaker says, God has rejected thee from reigning and He has another, He has a neighbour; that is the new man. He had some idea of the fact that Jehovah had selected another, and in language that is excellent, the principles are set out perfectly. Well now, Samuel has stated the principles and Saul says, I have sinned. Well, you say, that settles the matter. He says it twice too, but why? Because he is caught; he is exposed, and he cannot help it. He should have said that at the beginning. But, you see, the crown was involved, the position was involved. I must retain that, and I must go to great length to retain that. But it is no question of a moral state of things, of self-judgment in his soul at all. He says to Samuel, I have sinned; honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people  you see the kind of man he is, thinking of himself  honour me now, he says  not honour God, but honour me. And he goes to this extent that he catches hold of the garment of the prophet and tears it: that is the kind of man he was. Why should I do anything like that? Were I a humble man I would never attempt to act like that toward a brother; but it only emphasises the actual facts of the case. Samuel says, God has taken the kingdom from you, He has rent it: the matter is settled. 

    Well now, Samuel is still mourning for Saul, and that is what I want you to see. The verse I read says, 

    Samuel saw Saul no more until the day of his death. He is not going to visit that brother any more; that is a settled matter. He has the right principle, the matter is settled, the mind of God is clear: he is the rejected man. But still I am hankering after that man; there is something there, there is a link between him and me. I am not going to visit him, but I am mourning about him. The Lord says, I am repenting about him; you are different from Me. I am not with God. I am with God as to the principle, but not as to my feelings, and God says, I want you to be right in your feelings  I want you. I do not want a man mourning for a man I have rejected, I want you to be with Me in My feelings. Well, that is how the matter stood. God says, I am repenting about it. When God says that, there is something very peculiar, it is a question of His feelings. He did not like to give up Saul, but He did give up Saul, and it is a finished matter; He will never have recourse to him again. These finished matters are very rare amongst us, dear brethren. Finishing things is a great idea in Scripture. So the next chapter opens with this, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? He says, You know you are not with Me in this. How God must have felt that, speaking to such an honoured servant of His. But it is a voice to the most outstanding brother there is, how we may be out of accord with God because of personal predilections in regard of brethren, some personal link that holds us together, and we are not with God in it. Now He says, Go. He must be obedient, for he had already established the principle of obedience in chapter 15. Obedience is a mark of the new man, and Samuel had the principle; he had put off the old and put on the new, in that sense, but not in his feelings. God says, Fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse, the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. The Lord says, as it were, I will tell you who he is when you get there. Now that is a very humbling thing, that God does not trust you now. He says, I cannot trust you to go by yourself and get the king I want; you have not come to the new man in your feelings; I will go with you, it is too important to be left to you. I am referring to Samuel, dear brethren, because he sets out an example for us from God. He has to suffer for me that I might learn, not only right principles, but right feelings, that the new man should be entirely embraced by me, so that I know him when I see him in whomsoever it may be. In whomsoever it may be, I know the new man, if my feelings are right. Samuel went to the house of Jesse, and presently the sons of Jesse come up, and sure enough, he made a mistake at once. He thought Eliab was the new man; but there was not a trait of the new man in him. God had said, I will not let you go alone; you are not the one to go and see a brother or sister to be included amongst the people of God, your feelings are not right, you cannot be trusted. Now I want to be trustworthy; we need to be trustworthy, dear brethren, in the carrying out of the divine administration. Times are difficult; Scripture says, Difficult times shall be there, and they have come, and it is a question whether I can discern the new man, not only the principles but the feelings and the practical concrete characteristics of the new man. I have them in myself and I discern them in another. It is as sure as possible, if I have any special friendships or personal links with the brethren, I shall miss it; I shall be apt to be governed by these in visiting that person. I need to be free of that. God says here, I cannot trust you, I shall have to go with you. Of course He goes with us at all times; but He cannot trust Samuel. He says, Do not name him, I will name him  it is an important matter. This matter of kingship is too important to be left in the hands of a man who is held in his affections by the man God has rejected. So Samuel says, Surely Jehovahs anointed is before him. Jehovah says, He is not before Me; you are making a mistake, and the secret is you have been held in your affections by the man I have rejected. And all seven sons pass before him, and the word as to each is, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. Samuel is adjustable, thank God! and it is very beautiful how readily he comes in for adjustment. He is gradually coming into the idea of the new man, and presently the new man appears before him, the most beautiful man as the Spirit of God presents him to us; he is ruddy, of beautiful appearance, and he is beloved  there he is. Samuel knows him, but still God says, I do not trust you with that  Arise, anoint him; for this is he. So, dear brethren, it is a most important thing to learn to keep the right man before us in the administration of the things of God. Not only that the person is nominally christian, or even a true christian, but can I see the characteristics of the new man? That is how the matter stands. And it says, The Spirit of Jehovah came upon David; that means, that kind of man, he is beloved. God says, I commit Myself to a man who is spiritually lovely. Samuel had not been doing this, but he will do it hereafter  and he did, he stood by David. 

    I go on to Chronicles to show you how all Israel is brought into this, for one great thought in christianity is not only that there are leaders, prominent men and women, but that all are to be brought into the thing. Leaders led in Israel, and, if that is so, Israel will fall into the lead, and they become right, they see with God. So what you get in this chapter is how David became very attractive. In the first part of the chapter we see how people came to him in certain positions, first at Ziklag, then in the wilderness, and so on, and how Judah came to him. That is how the Spirit of God comes in when the saints are moving in this way, taking up positions in relation to Christ that in themselves are not inviting. The wilderness is not inviting, but they came to him there. As the history goes on, Benjamin and Judah came to David, and the Spirit of God came upon Amasai; that is, we have God coming into the gatherings of His people, the Spirit of God coming upon someone and making it perfectly clear that David is the man. You can look for that, dear brethren, in crises, that God will come in at some point and make it quite clear where He is and who is the right man; that is, when conditions are right. So they say, Thine are we David, And with thee, thou son of Jesse: Peace, peace be to thee! And peace be to thy helpers! So the position is clear as the noonday. 

    Then we have the position of the tribes that came to David, and that is what I want to finish with, so that I might bring you all afresh into this great matter of the new man, so that there is no doubt in your mind as to what is meant, that you are thoroughly on that side. So in the second part of the chapter you have characteristics; each of the tribes has his own distinctive feature, and I would particularly allude to the Aaronites, the tribe of Levi. In all this part of the chapter, you will observe there are no names given to us but those of these two men, Jehoiada and Zadok. Zadok is said to be a young man; he is one of the most distinguished men in Scripture, so much so that God carries him right through into the millennium and he is to be the priest there. He represents the divine thought in youthfulness and valour in his day, and God carries him right through  the priesthood in that day is to be the sons of Zadok. I think it is a very great thing to get a long-distance outlook in divine things and to see how God carries things right through; that what I am going on with now is what will be then; it is not local to time or place, it is going on. Then Jehoiada  he is not said to be young; he is a priest, he is the leader of the Aaronites. We must have a man like this, the most spiritual man, as the name would indicate, of the priesthood; he is the leader of it. How important to get a man like that, and then a young man like Zadok; as he is called in verse 28, a valiant young man, and his fathers house two and twenty chief men. You can understand that youthfulness is not everything in this matter, there is more than youthfulness in this man, he has twenty-two captains with him. There must be some superiority beyond youthfulness in this young man; he has intelligence, that is renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that created him. This young man will converse with you, and he will converse with you about the most exalted things; these captains are not minors, they are men of experience and dignity, and they are with him. But we have the youthfulness beautifully balanced in this young man; he is the only young man mentioned by name of these myriads that are spoken of as having come to David to Hebron. Why is that? It is undoubtedly to call attention to the new man. Jehoiada is called the prince of Aaron; he surely has knowledge according to God, for the priests lips should keep knowledge. His lips should keep it; not only that he has knowledge in his mind, but in his lips. A remarkable thing! He is always ready to give the mind of God: he keeps the knowledge in his lips. Of course he has it in his mind, but he is ready. We read of a great priest called Ezra who was a ready scribe. It is very important to be ready when you hear of questions coming up, difficulties to be solved. This man is the leader of the Aaronites, that is the particular class of the family of that kind, the sons of Aaron. So that I think, between Jehoiada and Zadok, you have the balance of the new man, I mean the character of the new man. It is what is formed in us, not only what is put on in our minds  and the idea of putting on is, I think, a matter of mind  but the thing itself that you put on is to work out so that others can see it, and as soon as they see you they discern you. 

    Then we get other tribes, such as the children of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times; that is a trait of the new man. I do not apprehend that that is mere political times, or international times, or business times, but divine times. I attach no importance to anything but divine divisions of time. When Daniel gets the word from Gabriel it is a question of divine times: Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people; that is a divine time that passes over myriads of years of human time. It is not a question of what is current in the newspapers, beloved friends. Statesmen may scan the newspapers to know what they ought to do, but Issachar had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, that is, what the saints ought to do  and that is the whole matter with God. The times of the nations, as they are called, are just appointed of God in relation to the saints. When the matter of the saints is finished, the times of the gentiles finish too; it is all a matter of the saints. What happens to the people, that is, Daniels people, to make an end of sin and to bring in righteousness and holiness, and Issachar would understand, and God would have us, beloved brethren, to understand the times in that sense and know what Israel ought to do. As I said, the different tribes have different traits. Then we are told, in verse 38, All of them men of war, keeping rank in battle array, came with a perfect heart to Hebron to make David king. This is an appeal to everyone, and that is what I had in mind, a perfect heart, at Hebron; it is not simply David, but David at Hebron. We often speak of Hebron and what enters into it from the spiritual point of view. Absalom may take it up later, but of course that is imitation. Imitation is one of the most potent things we have to contend with. David was here: spiritually it is Christ in Colossians. The great thought in Colossians is Christ, and not only Christ in heaven but Christ among us  the mystery in Colossians is Christ among us. Think how blessed that is, to have Christ among us, not far away, but among us. Well, that is David at Hebron, and all Israel came with a perfect heart, even across the Jordan, that is, men who had not wanted to go into the land at the beginning, an hundred and twenty thousand of them came with a perfect heart, with all kinds of instruments of war, to make David king. That is what is going on; God is aiming at affecting every saint on earth at the present time. We have understanding of the times. It says of Daniel that he understood by books; we understand by books, but then there is instinct needed and waiting on God in these matters, so that we discern how things are; we discern that the time of translation is near, and we want every saint with us. Is there a lover of Christ who does not want every saint with him when he goes to heaven? I do not think so. Every saint who loves in the Spirit, is in the unity of the Spirit and he wants every saint to go with him to heaven when he goes, and he wants every saint now to know the life that now is. They are coming from all parts of the territory of God to Hebron to make David king; David is the central point. He is typically Christ, as the scripture I read says, Christ everything. You hear these people talking as they wend their way, David, David, David. I look at any one of them: he is occupied with David; David is reflected in him; he is thinking of David and Hebron; Christ is everything to the mind and in all. He is in every heart; every heart is a lover of David, with a perfect heart, perfect unity of the Spirit to make everything of David. What a scene it is! I think, dear brethren, you will conclude that these chapters help us as to this matter of putting on the new man. The chapter in Colossians goes into specific things, but the Old Testament brings out the thing more clearly. It helps us in persons to see what is meant by putting on the new man in detail, so that you are thoroughly in the matter, so that, if anyone sees you, it is Christ in you. No longer live, I says the apostle, but Christ lives in me; but in that I now live in flesh, I live by faith. 

    May God bless the word. 
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    CHRIST EVERYTHING AND IN ALL (JT 84)

    Colossians 3: 11; Genesis 25: 28; Genesis 48: 17 - 20; 1 Samuel 15: 35 (last clause); 1 Samuel 16: 1

    JTWhat is in mind is to say something about the new man, particularly how Christ is all, or, as it says in this verse, everything, and in all. The scriptures read in the Old Testament are to show how the most spiritual of us may be occupied with the wrong man, with other than Christ; so that we may consider Isaac first, then Joseph and then Samuel. Isaac was head of the house, regarded as a patriarch, and yet he is occupied with another than Christ typically, whereas Rebecca is occupied with Jacob, who may be taken to represent Christ. And, in speaking of Christ thus as everything, we of course have to consider Him personally as in heaven, but also we have to consider Him characteristically as seen in the saints. Although Jacob is said to be a homely man, a man of the home apparently, dwelling in tents, Rebecca loved him, whereas Isaac loved Esau because of natural taste, he had taste for venison, so he serves to illustrate how we may deprive ourselves of the blessedness of the new man and of putting Him on, by indulging natural tastes. To have a taste for venison is, you might say, legitimate, but if natural taste rules one, it shuts out Christ, and if it be in a leading or prominent brother or sister it causes confusion and tends to interfere with the direct work of God. That is the first point. The second is that in Joseph we have preference for nature in the family, for the firstborn, which represents the family according to nature. Then thirdly, in Samuel we have preference in his mourning for one whom God had rejected, for one who is active in the service and may have failed of the power of God in his service. In all these cases confusion is brought in and the work of God directly hindered. Whereas over against that, as we have remarked, in Rebecca, we have one occupied with Christ; she knew about both sons from God and who was to have the lead, and she loved the right person, she loved Jacob. That is what is in mind. You can see how what I am remarking on is practical and affords a lesson as to what brings in confusion and hinders the work of God in our gatherings, and how it may be found in the most spiritual, in the most distinguished leaders, amongst us. 

    AMHWill you tell us how you are regarding venison? 

    JTWell, it is spoken of here as loved. First in the verse read it says, Isaac loved Esau, because venison was to his taste  that is the first thing; and then he says later (Genesis 27: 3), Now, I pray thee, take thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field and hunt me venison, and prepare me a savoury dish such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat. He is occupied with the venison as loving the venison. The word rather drops from its proper level when applied to mere food. Venison would represent just anything that ministers to our natural taste and influences us in our judgment of the brethren, or even in regard of Christ, blinding our eyes as to Christ. It may be viewed in a wide sense  how many things there are that may be to our natural taste! Venison was to his taste, it suited him, that is, his natural taste. 

    FIHe was more occupied with what was earthly than what was heavenly; whereas Jacob was on the heavenly side more. 

    JTThat is what I was thinking. We have to view the two men as they run through the Old Testament to the last book where it is said that Esau was hated by God and Jacob loved. We see, therefore, that Rebecca was on the divine line, she had selected the right man; that is, she had selected Christ, the Man of promise and purpose. Evidently Isaac had gone back to the natural taste. 

    QuesWould Romans 13: 14 answer to it, Do not take forethought for the flesh to fulfil its lusts? Would taking forethought be ministering to the natural taste? 

    JTQuite so; we are enjoined against that. 

    QuesIs the snare all the greater because these men loved the best in regard of the firstborn? A soul despises what is weak but loves the best in nature. 

    JTYes. I suppose Esau represents the best in nature too according to what would be regarded as desirable, especially today in the world of sport, for he was a man of the field. It says, Esau became a man skilled in hunting, a man of the field  he became that. There perhaps never was a time, even in the Greek days, when sports had such a place amongst men as they have now. They are made almost essential in ordinary employment as qualifying young people for society. 

    RemWith the end in view of shutting out Christ. 

    JTThat is the point. Not that Isaac himself was a man of the field or a sportsman, the point was that he loved venison; he loved Esau because, as it says, venison was to his taste, and Esau could procure it for him having acquired skill in hunting. The apostle said he had espoused the Corinthians to one Man, as a chaste virgin to Christ. We become defective if we set our eyes on the wrong man, that is the man of the field or the man that is naturally attractive, and that brings in confusion. This section (chapter 27) shows what dire confusion would have resulted had God not interposed sovereignly, how serious it is. God was compelled to interpose, and Rebecca and Jacob were forced into doing evil to secure what was right, but the real onus of the matter lay with Isaac. 

    HHAs typically a risen man his taste should have become altered. 

    JTExactly. He of all men being a type of Christ risen from the dead should have developed spiritual tastes; but we are dealing now with Isaac, not as a type of Christ, but of a leading or distinguished brother, even a spiritual man, which in truth he was, able to bless when God helps in the matter. The blessing was irrevocable: Blessed he shall be, he says. He knew, when brought round to the truth, that Jacob was the right man and supported him afterwards. But see what dire confusion would have resulted had God not come in. 

    RemIt is remarkable that both Isaacs taste and his smell were at fault; later on it speaks of the smell of his garments, referring to Jacob. 

    JTI think he was right there. He says, The smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Jehovah hath blessed. God comes in and puts the right man forward and then we begin to see and smell for ourselves. Although he had the smell of his clothes, it was the smell of my son, that is, the one that was there. 

    ESHWould Esau represent that element of obtaining things by natural ability, which ought to be discerned as not of Christ? Colossians brings Christ before us as Head, and thus we discern what is really of Christ. 

    JTHe became a skilled hunter; he was not instinctively that, but he became that; his mind lay in that direction and he acquired the habit or skill of that kind of ability; whereas Jacob made no effort at all to put on anything; he does not need to. A spiritual man is what he is. Jacob was a supplanter of the natural from the start; he was characteristically a spiritual man and reflected Christ, so that he was what he was. 

    RemJacob did not become anything, and he is loved for his own sake  there are no qualifications for loving Jacob. 

    JTNo, he was what he was. We say that brother or sister is lovable; we do not say why, but he or she is that; it is very difficult to describe a lovable person. To see Christ is to see One who is infinitely lovable; no one could describe Christ save one who has seen Him, like the bride in the Song of Songs. 

    PLSo we get Tychicus the beloved brother and Luke the beloved physician  is that the lovability? 

    JTQuite so. No one could define a man like Tychicus or Luke, but Esau is within the range of anyone: he is just the natural man whatever his skill or acquirements. 

    FIThis confusion you were speaking of came in by Isaac losing his spiritual vigour and sight  his eyes were dim, the result of being held in regard of what is earthly. 

    JTQuite so, and you see he had the right thought in mind. He had the consciousness of ability to bless, but he was going to bless the wrong man, and how often it is that we elder brethren, prominent brothers maybe, as we are called, lay our hands on the wrong man, perhaps not in persons but in qualities in the saints. There are those who love certain persons because of their natural qualities, real christians, all of them, but loved because of natural qualities; that is a blinding thing and causes confusion. A man who has qualities I do not care for may be more spiritual, and God may be putting him forward, but I may be ignoring him. 

    QuesWould Rebeccas choice in chapter 25 be influenced by her choice in chapter 24? She had refused to be held by the claims of nature in chapter 24, and in chapter 25 she loved Jacob. 

    JTShe has no hesitation about it, and she maintains that, so she now has Jacob before her. There is nothing said about his acquirements; it was what the man was; he had from the outset supplanted the man after the flesh. So we have to watch each other as to what our characteristics are, whether we love the new man. The new man is an exclusive thought; the description in Colossians is to make it exclusive: Christ is everything and in all. There is no room for Esau there. So that I think the consideration as to how even these three prominent distinguished servants were diverted from the right man is a solemn matter and should be a lesson to all of us. Jacob made no effort to be anything distinguished; he was just a plain man, but then there were prophecies about him going before. Rebecca had a prophecy about it, and he in time began to show that he was qualified and Rebecca knew it, and she loved him. 

    PLShe never speaks of Esau as my son, as if she had in mind repudiated him. When referring to Esau, in speaking to Jacob, she calls him thy brother; while she refers constantly to Jacob as my son. 

    JTYes indeed, and she is ready to take on the curse even, On me be thy curse, my son! She is ready to take on any obligation in regard of him, the man after the Spirit. There are a great many of the Esau characteristics about, and they are quite lovable to many of us, but they are causing confusion and interfering with the work of God. It is not the new man, it is just the old, the good side of it of course, but just the old man. 

    FIWould you say that Rebecca loved Jacob not so much for what he was in himself personally, but for where he stood in relation to the thoughts of God? 

    JTThat is the thought. It is the prophecy going before, as Paul says about Timothy, the mind of God indicated beforehand; but then the traits are coming out too, for even at the outset he supplanted the man after the flesh. 

    QuesWould the expression, Your love in the Spirit, have any bearing on this? 

    JTI think it would. It is the only time you get the Spirit mentioned in Colossians, love in the Spirit, and that is universal. They had love for all the saints in Colosse, but it was love in the Spirit; that is love for Christ, and the love for Christ is seen in love for His people as well. 

    RemIn the old man we are told what was there, all the best in nature, but when we have the new man described, it is Christ. 

    JTYes, there is only one new man, but it includes all the traits of Christ wherever they are, and Christ is everything; so that, whether it be Himself personally or His characteristics, we make everything of Him, and He is all and in all in that exclusive realm called the new man. In Colossians, as we know, the thought is the fresh new man, which is very delightful, and ought to be attractive, as over against Esau. I have no doubt, as dwelling in the tents, Jacob would retain freshness; he would not have been wasting his time, for it is said that Abraham dwelt in tents with him, with Isaac and Jacob, so the living thing would be there in the tents. 

    HHIf these things are not attended to it would tend to profanity with our leaders or any of us, in contrast to what is holy which should be followed up in a spiritual way. 

    JTIt will certainly lead to profanity to be occupied with the man after the flesh, even though it be, as you say, in a legitimate way. Think of loving Esau in a preferential way, and not being set to love Jacob! But then Isaac was adjustable, which is always an evidence of spirituality underneath; when he reached the right man and blessed him he never turned away again. 

    RemSo that the lesson is to get adjusted. 

    QuesWould you say God corrected him and he thanked God for it? 

    JTI would indeed. We have not the slightest indication that he ever regretted blessing Jacob. 

    PLThe exceeding great trembling helped him from the wrong side to Gods side. 

    JTIt says, Then Isaac trembled with exceeding great trembling, and said, Who was he, then, that hunted venison and brought it to me? And I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him; also blessed he shall be. He has now reached Gods side. The man is fixed against his will, as it were, but then he is right now, and that is the point, to get to Gods mind about the man even at the expense of great anxiety and exercise, because you come to fixity. Blessed he shall be, he says; there is no alteration of it. When we come round to the right man in a characteristic way amongst us there are great prospects. The smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Jehovah hath blessed. There are great prospects, great potentialities, in a field. 

    Then, when we come to Joseph, it is a continuation of that which began with Cain, who made much of his elder son Enoch; it was a family matter on the line of the flesh, another side to our position, and confusion brought in by regarding our children after the flesh as in a preferential way, bringing that in amongst the saints. 

    EGSo that my son and my father really have no place in the assembly. 

    JTThat is the lesson to be learnt from Joseph. He was a great spiritual man but he was thinking of his eldest son, and, when that is so, it means I am thinking of my family on the line of nature, instead of seeing that God takes away the first to establish the second. That is the point. Jacob was on the line of the mind of God in taking away the first and establishing the second. That is what is to abide. 

    RemChrist is said to be the second man. 

    JTQuite so, the second man is out of heaven: that is the Man. 

    AMHHow is it that Jacob speaks so emphatically here, I know ... I know? 

    JTThat is an element needed in our gatherings; not simply that I know the meaning of Scripture or am able to expound it, but I know the mind of God and who is in His mind for the first place. I see how He has given Christ the first place in raising Him from the dead and giving Him glory, but I want to see the traits of Christ in the brethren and give them the first place. 

    QuesWould it be right to say that God helped Isaac to cross his hands, but Jacob did it intelligently? 

    JTI think that is right. Isaac was controlled externally in what he was doing, but when he came to the real man, to Jacob, he knew him and he smelt him and spoke of him as being like a field which Jehovah had blessed. 

    EGCould you open out that thought? 

    JTIt is a potentiality; what every person is who is the subject of the work of God, so we acquire smell to discern who is who. It is a question of smell, See, the smell of my son, that is the one right before me. He was mistaken as to his mind but not as to his instincts, not as to his smell. Ones smell may be safer than ones knowledge. Smell is a sense I have which belongs to me constitutionally. 

    EGDid Paul have a good sense of smell when he wrote the last chapter to the Romans? 

    JTYes, what a fine list he had; it was what he discerned in these people he salutes, the traits of Christ were there. 

    PLWould the sense of smell develop at the golden altar in the presence of the incense, the spirit of prayer as seen in Epaphras and Paul in the Colossian epistle? 

    JTThat is right; it is a principle running through Scripture especially from Exodus, the idea of odour, and we often notice the sisters have more instinct in that way than the brothers, who know the history of a case. They discern the thing; that is the development of that sense of smell, so that you can tell who is who, not simply by history but by what is before you. Isaacs mind was on Esau, but if Esau had been there he would not have had that smell; it is a question of spirituality, of potentiality in the field, that there is wealth there, wealth for a yield for God in due time. It may take centuries to work out, as it did, but it was there. You could not have acquired that from the mere history of Jacob; it was there before Isaacs nostrils. Our minds based on history may be different from our sense of smell  there is something  the feeling: I have not a thing against that brother, but he is not just right to me; it is spiritual instinct. 

    QuesDid Paul have that when he refused to take Mark and chose Silas (Acts 15)? 

    JTI think that is the thought, although he gives a reason for it, but that is the idea. I have not a thing against the brother or sister historically, but somehow there is something there that repels me. 

    RemOne of the features of the body, according to 1 Corinthians 12: 17, is smell. The apostle says, Where the smelling? in connection with the body of Christ. 

    JTQuite so. 

    ESHI suppose the full-grown man would have all his senses exercised. 

    JTThat fits in with what we are saying. It is what is so needed so that we might be guided aright. 

    One often says he has a judgment about everyone he knows. We are not to be critical about our brethren, but to know where they are with God. It is not simply history you go by, but what they are. The smell of my son, Isaac says, although he thought he was somebody else; the smell was right and Isaacs power of discernment was right, although his mind was wrong. 

    RemJehovah is the first one of whom this feature is recorded, in Genesis 8: He smelled the sweet odour  do we acquire the feature that He Himself has found pleasure in? 

    JTSo that we develop on those lines. It is a quality of God, you might say; it alludes to Gods nostrils. 

    HHThe wealth of the inheritance was lying behind all this. Jacob was a single man at the time, but he had regard for the great inheritance that was coming in in his family. 

    JTThat is the idea, what would be for God in that one man and what is developed out of him in the twelve tribes of Israel. Now in Genesis 48, he is cutting across the family feeling, the family thoughts, in Joseph. The elder is the idea of the family after the flesh, but the setting aside of that is to bring in the spiritual side. Jacob himself opens it up in the next chapter. The principle had to be established if we are to work out intelligently the great thoughts of God in the twelve tribes; the great principle of setting aside the first must be established, and that is what chapter 48 brings out; it leaves room for chapter 49, where it is said that Jacob called his sons and said, Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob, And listen to Israel your father. It is in the light really of what he had established in chapter 48, he had set aside the first. That is confirmed when he speaks about Reuben; he says, Impetuous as the waters, thou shalt have no pre-eminence; 

    that is the principle, the first is set aside morally in chapter 48. Not that Reuben is not to be blessed, but it is not as the firstborn but as one of the tribes. 

    QuesSo does guiding his hands wittingly show that he had Christ before him? 

    JTYes, the whole history of the tribes must hang on this great decision, it is a question of setting aside the first; there can be no blessing apart from that principle. 

    QuesDoes it mean that spiritual affections should take precedence of natural affections? 

    JTExactly. Jacob knew what he was doing. 

    RemAnd he set Ephraim, which means fruitfulness, before Manasseh, which means forgetfulness. 

    JTSo he blessed them that day, saying, In thee will Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and Manasseh! And he set Ephraim before Manasseh. There would be a great result. 

    Dr. R. Would you say Joseph is one of the most spiritual men in the Scripture, but yet he failed here? 

    JTThat is what I had in mind, that those who are more prominent amongst us are to observe these things. We are so apt to be diverted for personal reasons or considerations, and confusion in every case is the result. The work of God will not proceed or the traits of Christ be developed amongst us save as we see these things and recognise that He establishes the second, setting aside the first. 

    PLWould Paul illustrate this in Acts 20, the result maybe of not crossing his hands; but when he gets into prison, the prisoner of the Lord, and the great truths of Colossians and Ephesians are unfolded, is he adjusted rightly with his hands crossed? 

    JTYes, quite so. I have no doubt in going up to Jerusalem he had somewhat the first before him. Why was he going up? What was there to attract him? He was determined to go, although the Spirit testified to him that in every city bonds and afflictions awaited him. Why did he go? One would not discredit the great apostle; but it is not at Jerusalem that he gets any Ephesian light. You would not expect the Colossian epistle from Jerusalem. He is shaving his head and paying expenses for others in the temple, coming under the power of that which was now to be set aside publicly; you could not expect great Ephesian light under those circumstances. But in Rome you get these wonderful epistles, and what exercises the apostle would have gone through in the meantime so as to arrive at the great thought of Christ in heaven and His body down here. I think if we see this great principle in Genesis 48 we shall understand what Jacob has to say about the tribes in chapter 49, and how every one of them is blessed. The person who had the place of the first is also blessed, but he only comes into it on the line of the second. So that the persons who are occupied with the first, as they understand the position, come into the blessing; but they are standing in their own way till they do acknowledge the second. It is said, All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father spoke to them; and he blessed them: every one according to his blessing he blessed them. Morally you could not have chapter 49 except in the recognition of this great principle in chapter 48  so that every one of us gets blessing, but it is on this line of the recognition of the second instead of the first. 

    AMHYou spoke of the discipline of the beloved apostle; are we helped of God in that way through discipline? 

    JTQuite so. He was a man like ourselves and had to go through discipline to reach the divine end. 

    WPIn 1 Chronicles you get an explicit statement as to the birthright being taken from the firstborn, 

    would that be significant in view of the development of the service of God in that book? 

    JTYou can understand that. Chronicles gives the direct line of the testimony from Adam down, as you might say, to the end of the Acts. It is really from Adam to Paul, Paul in prison writing Ephesians, for Luke links on with the writing of the Chronicles. He links on with it directly in quoting the course of the priests and carries the thought right down to Paul in prison at Rome. Chronicles begins with Adam, and Luke takes on the book of Chronicles and carries the thread down to Paul in prison at Rome. 

    QuesWould you say he had Christ characteristically before him when Paul could say that Luke alone is with me? 

    JTYou can understand how the apostle would have that in mind; the man who gathered up the thread of the testimony and carried it right through Chronicles to Paul in Rome in the prison. 

    QuesIs it interesting to note that in chapter 48 the blessing is attributable to God, whereas in chapter 27 the blessing is attributable to the satisfaction of Isaac  A savoury dish such as I love, he says, before I die. But in chapter 48 Jacob attributes the blessing to God Himself and his own experiences with Him? 

    JTYes, it is interesting. How often Isaac refers to himself, as we were saying  Hunt me venison, Prepare me a savoury dish, such as I love, and bring it to me, it is himself; but then beneath all that he has the thought of blessing, so that it shows how a man may be diverted and yet the real thing be there. He needs adjustment, and when he is adjusted the thing is fixed. It is very fine to see an old brother brought round to that, to fixity. 

    RemThinking of me is all foreign to the new man. 

    JTQuite so. He is making himself an object; you will notice that if you look at the passage, how much he makes of himself. Jacob is not thinking of that at all in his blessing; he is thinking of God; he knows what he is doing. So now we have a state of things, applying it to any gathering where there may have been confusion, that is according to the mind of God; the whole outlook is clear, all the tribes are blessed. 

    QuesWould the Psalms indicate that David appreciated what was said to king Saul, Thou ... shalt be turned into another man? 

    JTYou mean that with David there was another man? It is a different man from Saul, that is the point, so that 1 Samuel 16 brings out that, although Samuel was right as to principles, for he lays down the principles in regard of Saul and chapter 15 brings out in the plainest way the principles governing the position, yet, as regards his own feelings, he is not with the principles. He can say much more as to the truth than he is with in his own mind and affections; and that is often seen amongst us. So God says, I am sorry I ever made him king. But Samuel is mourning for him and continuing to mourn for him, and God does not like that. He says, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him? That is, I am not in accord with the mind of God, my principles are right, but my feelings and affections are not right. I should be glad if it were somebody else. 

    RemThe sense of smell is lacking. 

    JTQuite so. 

    PLIs our refuge from this to fill our horn with oil and go and anoint David? Does Paul, in the Philippians, do that in the presentation of the descent of the Lord Jesus in chapter 2, and then has he not done with the tribe of Benjamin, which Saul represents, in chapter 3? 

    JTVery good. You mean that in chapter 2 he comes to the mind that is in Christ Jesus, and goes on to show how that worked out, how God exalted that Man. Whereas in chapter 3 he was of the tribe of Benjamin, with all the qualities that would make him acceptable to the first order of things, but he renounced it all. Is that your thought? 

    PLYes. 

    FIYou say we may be right in our principles and wrong in our feelings; what brings that about? 

    JTOne often wonders. There are those who value the principles, but somehow they would rather somebody else was putting them out; they do not care for the persons. For instance, Paul said, All who are in Asia ... have turned away from me (2 Timothy 1: 15). It does not say they had turned away from what Paul taught; it was personal feeling. And so pronounced was it in Samuels case that God says, I will go with you to Jesses house and name the man, as if He did not trust him; the sequel shows he was not to be trusted, for he would have anointed Eliab; his personal feelings were not right. 

    PLMust we have the blend of Luke and Matthew, the principles in Matthew and the spiritual feelings in Luke, to be churchmen? 

    JTVery good. Great feelings come out in Luke. The multitude of the heavenly host came down to celebrate what was there, delight in the man Christ had brought in  good pleasure in men  not only Christ, but the kind of man that Christ brings in. 

    QuesDoes 1 Samuel 16: 18 show the kind of man that God is bringing in? 

    JTI should take up an earlier verse for the kind of man; that verse gives his attainments, that is, he is skilled in playing, and he is a valiant man and a man of war, and skilled in speech, and of good presence, and Jehovah is with him. But the kind of man that he was is in verse 12, He was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. That is the real man; it is the living man, what he was personally; his attainments come after that. 

    RemIt was so with Abigail, the first thing said about her is the same as is said of David, she was of a beautiful countenance. 

    JTIt is a question of the kind of man. Jacob was lovable in himself. 

    QuesHave you the same thought in regard of Moses; they viewed him as a beautiful child? 

    JTThat is the thought exactly  fair to God. 
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    HAVING PART IN THE ASSEMBLY INTELLIGENTLY (JT 85)

    Romans 7:25; Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:20 - 24; Colossians 3:1 - 4

    JTIt is to be noted that the word affections in Colossians 3:2 is really mind  have your mind on the things that are above. What therefore is before us is to see how Scripture treats the subject of the mind, with a view to our having part in the assembly intelligently, and Romans would be the basis for assembly service. It is said in the earlier verses of chapter 7 that we are to serve in newness of spirit; and then we reach the thought of the mind, and deliverance, and the chapter ends with, I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then I myself with the mind serve Gods law; but with the flesh sins law. The teaching going through ends with this and brings us back to the thought of service in newness of spirit. The believer reaches a point of control, which is an absolute necessity for assembly service, that each is under control, So then I myself, the believer is set on his feet, as it were, spiritually and has control. With the mind he serves Gods law; that is the first thought. Then the second is the renewal of the mind in chapter 12, with a view to proving the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. The next thought is that the will of God is proved to those found on this line to be good and acceptable and perfect. Then, in Ephesians 4, it is the spirit of our minds: Being renewed in the spirit of your mind, which is a more refined thought than the renewal of the mind. And, finally, we have the ability to have your mind on the things that are above. I believe that by consideration we shall see that all these points enter into our having part in the assembly. And then there is another thought that is more concise than any, namely, that we have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). It is all a question, in these passages, of the faculty, not simply that we have a mind about a particular thing, but the faculty God has given us, how we control it, and that it is renewed and set on things above. We are marked off as having the mind of Christ, so that we can serve in assembly service with Him. 

    FWIs it your thought that Romans 7:24, O wretched man that I am!, would be a necessary part of the education of the soul; that unless one has passed this way he cannot intelligently take up the service of God in assembly? 

    JTI think that is it; the thought of the service of God is introduced at the beginning of the chapter. We have a remarkable suggestion of Christ in verse 4, So that, my brethren, ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God, and then, in verse 6, But now we are clear from the law, having died in that in which we were held, so that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter. And I believe that the instruction from verse 7 to the end of verse 24 leads us through a process of inward analysis that is unique  there is no other chapter like it  it leads us to a point of naming inward faculties, movements, particularly the mind. I myself with the mind serve Gods law; one has reached that point, and I think it is a very great point to reach, of balance, and having an intelligent part, that is, the teaching makes room for the next chapter; where the Spirit of God is operative and we are to discern between the actual movements of the Spirit and mixed fleshly inward movements and promptings. 

    QuesIn the reasoning, he speaks of the law of my mind. Is that connected with the spiritual analysis you speak of, that he has learnt to distinguish between what is in his mind, and the principle that wars against it? 

    JTQuite so. It is a great thing to be able to name things inwardly; the word of God, we are told elsewhere, is penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12), which is a collateral truth to this; you discern things inwardly and name them, and it makes us definite, as we reach this point in our heart, in the service of God, because we are very prone to be governed by mixed feelings. 

    FSWould the thought of the mind in chapter 7 have any relation to the will? 

    JTI suppose there is the will in a proper sense introduced as well as will in an improper sense; the will may be employed legitimately in the sense of determination, so that, I myself with the mind serve Gods law, that is your determination. It would include that you have control of the mind, and it is the starting point, I think, of all true balanced service in the assembly or otherwise, because Gods law is bowed to, that is, it is characteristic. It is not simply the law to which we have died, as in the early part of the chapter; it is law in the sense of Gods law. For the idea of Gods law always remains right through to eternity, it is a question of Gods will really. 

    QuesDoes verse 21 fit in with that suggestion? I find then the law upon me who will to practise what is right, that with me evil is there. 

    JTWell, quite so; it is a law. It is remarkable the laws you get in this chapter and the beginning of the next. 

    QuesIf we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves ... If we confess our sins (1 John 1:8,9). Is that inward examination, analysis? 

    JTQuite so. This chapter leads us through a process of analysis to that end, that we are able to discern inward movements and name them, and in the last verse there is a sense of deliverance or the knowledge of the Deliverer. The whole thing is sequential, I am now clear and I am determined, I myself  with the mind .... Chapter 8 confirms that and supports me in that determination. I am speaking of this verse only as suggestive of a basic thought, not to go into the teaching that leads up to it which would detain us too much. It is just the thought that one is clear now; he comes to the determination to serve Gods law with the mind. 

    RemHe does not connect himself with the flesh. 

    JTNo, with the flesh he serves sins law; that would be simply that the flesh is incorrigible; therefore the next chapter is that the flesh is condemned. 

    RemIf we reach this point, we disconnect ourselves in that way from it. 

    JTThat is, by the analysis you arrive at the repudiation of that, naming it, and the next chapter shows how God has dealt with it so that you can legitimately repudiate it, and you are supported in that thought. Now you are free to go on and the Spirit supports you, and the effect of that seems to be in chapter 12, that there is renewal; there is something going on, an additional process, meaning that the mind is renewed, Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. And then, in Ephesians, we get the spirit of your mind, which is a more refined thought. 

    QuesWould the thought of its being the mind rather than the affections suggest energy in intelligence? 

    JTYes, I think it is a legitimate working out of what we are speaking of in Romans 7. I can exercise power over my mind, I set it on things above; there is something going on in the individuality, it is I 

    myself, all through the moral thought of God having come in, His work in us in new birth underlying it all, but my determination is to pursue this line. 

    FSThe question of the mind has a very great bearing in relation to the work of God in us, has it not, God using our minds? 

    JTWell, I think God has us under His hand when we reach this determination; He has us so as to work in us. You are congenial material now, and the renewal is the suggestion of a change, changing conditions, another line of thought that runs through in regard of us, so that there is complete change contemplated in 2 Corinthians 3, by our beholding the glory and by the Lord the Spirit. 

    FWBe not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind; if that is the exhortation, how is it brought about? 

    JTWell, I think it is the Spirits work, only that God has got the believer through the teaching of Romans 7, so to say, under His hand as suitable material, and now there is the principle of refining, that the mind is his faculty primarily, but there is the principle of change introduced. 

    FWAll the other governing elements have been discerned and repudiated and the great governing element is recognised, and that leaves the Spirit free for this work. 

    JTThat is what I understand. 

    QuesIs it the Spirits work, that we watch the thing and move according to the way the Spirit is working? What is the part we have in that? 

    JTThe individual is brought into the thing; it is not simply that he is taking on material, but Romans contemplates that the person is living in the sense of being responsive. I myself is my self-consciousness that I have found my feet with God in responsibility and I am now declaring my position, 

    I myself with the mind serve Gods law. It is my abstract position yet, but it is determined. I have reached that point, I am consciously responsible to God, but I have reached the point of determination to do one thing, with the mind to serve Gods law. There is room now for chapter 8. 

    QuesWould our own movements follow on that, what the person is doing? 

    JTYes. He has you with Him, you are congenial now, you are not allowing the flesh to dispute His rights in you. The Spirit is only mentioned once, I believe, before this, but chapter 8 is full of the Spirit. 

    FWWould the end of chapter 7 be like declaring your pedigree, and then, in chapter 12 you are available to take up your place by the standard of your fathers house in the camp in the testimony? 

    JTYes, the determination to serve Gods law is a priestly determination. 

    FWNot so much a military one, you mean? 

    JTI think it is priestly. 

    QuesIs your thought that the idea of the renewing of your mind indicates that there is to be a continuance of the spirit of mind in chapter 7, the idea of analysis is coming on, not only in regard of yourself, but in relation to the circumstances surrounding you? 

    JTYes, you acquire ability in the analysis, which is always carried through, so you are able to name things. The question is raised as to whether this corresponds with Numbers or with Leviticus. I think it is Leviticus rather than Numbers, for it begins with presenting your body a living sacrifice; that is, I think Leviticus, and it is your intelligent service. You are determined, as to the mind in the end of chapter 7; now you are determined as to the body that that is to be a sacrifice, presented a living sacrifice to God, and that is called intelligent service. The second verse would support and maintain that, that is, the renewal of the mind that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

    RemSo the priest has no mind of his own; it was the mind shown to Moses on the mount; so we have no will of our own but the will of God; we have the mind that is in Christ Jesus. 

    JTThat is what we reach, I think. We can move with Christ intelligently if we have His mind, if we think as He does, for it is a question of the faculty. So in Leviticus it is a priestly attitude of mind, as in chapter 12, and it is the will of God now, the priest is for the will of God, the law having come in in Exodus 20, and God says there (verse 6), there are thousands of them that love me, in relation to His law. If we speak of the ten words there as representative of the will of God which is good and acceptable and perfect, the next chapter, that is chapter 21, brings in the slave, that he loves his master, he loves his wife, he loves his children. He is the first one who says I love in the Scriptures, and you can understand that is the man to be the priest, one who will love his master, who will love his wife, who will love his children. He is thinking only now of serving his master, and he becomes a bondman for ever because he loves. And all must now come under the thought of the will of God. 

    FSWould the import of all this be seen in Aaron having a plate of gold on his forehead engraved, Holiness to Jehovah? 

    JTWe shall work up to that, for the allusion is, I think, to intelligence; it is a dignified thought. It will be, of course, supremely in Christ, but we are to be brought to it because we have the mind of Christ; it is in that that the priesthood lies, for the priests lips should keep knowledge and the law is in his mouth. He begins by submitting to Gods will, his lips keep knowledge; it is now in the dignity of the gold, Holiness to Jehovah. 

    FSWould the setting of it in Corinthians, where we have the mind of Christ, bring in the sphere where that mind can be expressed; whereas Romans is more the disentanglement? 

    JTThat is good; and we have the mind of Christ; I think we have the priesthood from that point of view, Who has known the mind of the Lord, who shall instruct him?. That is to shut out the worlds wise men; but then the apostle says, We have the mind of Christ, we are different from those, we can discern things. 

    QuesWould that be the thought of the present age? It may read, Be not conformed to the present age. 

    JTWell, it is the world in that way. It would be, I suppose, the world in its wisdom, that which would appeal to the mind. One could understand how the Romans would take that, they would say, We have been going on with this and that, what is this  the renewing of our minds? How would they take it? They would compare the injunction with what they were accustomed to in the Empire, that is where the working of mans mind is seen; but we are to be transformed from that, and it is by the renewing of our minds. 

    FSWould the appreciation of the ministry that is given us and going on with it, feeding the mind with it, have that end practically in view? 

    JTThat is another thing that enters into this, Peters line, to desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation (1 Peter 2:2). I think that is to sustain us, the pure mental milk, the best feature, the word of God that feeds our minds. 

    FWThis is my body, which is for you (1 Corinthians 11:24). Are Exodus 21, the ear bored through, and this chapter 12 that we are looking at connected? 

    JTWell, you can tell us more about that. 

    FWThe wife and the family would look upon the husband and father, feeling that his body had been given for them so as to be able to serve them and serve his master for ever. I was wondering whether we would view the loaf in that way, This is my body, which is for you, and in Romans 12 we are on that line in view of the service of God. 

    JTYes, the ear of the slave being pierced alludes to his intelligence, so it is really the idea of priesthood, but then it is not love alone, it is intelligence, hence, I will pray with the spirit, but I will pray also with the understanding; I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding (1 Corinthians 14:15). It is what is so needed in our assembly service, to have our minds properly balanced. 

    QuesWould that link on with the presenting of the body? 

    JTI think we can see how it all works out from what we are speaking of. The slave is typical of the Lord in taking a body; He says, But thou hast prepared me a body (Hebrews 10:5); in Psalm 40:6 it is literally, ears hast thou prepared me; ears suggest intelligence; the Lord, in becoming man, was infinitely intelligent as to the mind of God, and we are to be brought into that. So that the wife and children of the bondman would see marks of his devotedness; he went to the doorpost and had his ear pierced and any time they looked at that they would understand it was all for them in love. We have One whose intelligence is seen, and I think that leads on to chapter 12, a living sacrifice; and then immediately we have the thought of the mind, the body is to be controlled aright by the mind. 

    QuesDe we at the end of chapter 7, arrive at two unalterable facts, I myself with the mind serve Gods law; but with the flesh sins law? Those two must go on together. 

    JTThat is so, and the latter is repudiated, as we were saying. That is deliverance; the next chapter shows how we can keep that under control. 

    RemSo in chapter 12 it is a question of choosing which shall have the predominance, not being conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

    JTQuite so. Sacrifice lies in the body; you always have that to present, but the mind knows what suits God; the renewal of the mind brings you into accord with God and what suits God, so that the body is set in that way; in it I prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. When the Lord became man, He says, according to the psalm and to Hebrews 10, Lo, I come ... to do, O God, thy will. To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, He says. He knew what He was doing and how pleasing it was to God that He took that form as over against bulls and goats; they did not know, but He knew. The christian is brought into this; he knows what he is doing. So, as brought into the assembly, I know what I am doing and I know what pleases God. 

    It is remarkable the course of instruction you get in Exodus 21, Exodus 22 and Exodus 23, and then in chapter 24 Moses has a word from Jehovah as to going up. But then Moses, a true priest himself, raises the question of the state of the people, Are they like that slave? Are they delighting in the will of God? Are they resolved, as loving God, to be entirely subject? They say they are: All the words that Jehovah has said will we do!. That really is the ground of the covenant, so that now God has His people, at least in figure, doing His will. Romans works that out in us, we are doing His will, and on that ground we go up. 

    QuesDoes the renewing of the mind suggest increased intelligence in these things? 

    JTWell, it does, and it is more quality, I think. Renewing of the mind does increase, of course, because through it we prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, but it is quality, our mind. The renewal of the spirit of the mind is further quality, I think, and the final thought would be, We have the mind of Christ; there is definite correspondence in that faculty between us and Christ. 

    RemIn the Hebrew servant the mind and the heart go together. 

    JTYes. First the heart, that he loves, and secondly, the ear is devoted to the service of God. Love is at the bottom of all. 

    FSWould the ear being bored indicate he has the intelligence to discern and to repudiate everything not in accord with the will of God? 

    JTThat is how it works out. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and to choose the good (Isaiah 7:15). The butter and honey must allude to some power of discernment. 

    QuesIs the Hebrew servant the great model for all service in the house of God? 

    JTThat is the very thought; when God speaks of the thousands of those who love Him, we have a concrete case. The servant served his master for so many years and might have gone out free, but he resolves not to, because he loves. Then you have love in volume in chapter 24; showing that you have the full attestation of love in death, and in the light of that you go up. 

    FWWhat about the chapters in Exodus where you have the breakdown with the golden calf? Is that in any way connected with the renewing you were speaking of, that we may be reminded that the flesh profits nothing in the service of God? 

    JTI suppose chapter 25 is based on all we have been saying, God can now reckon on the different materials He needs for His dwelling, the fruit of His own work in His people in the variety of it, and you get that going up, and then the breakdown which is to bring out, I suppose, as you say, that in spite of their great profession in chapter 24, the flesh is there, and the flesh serves the law of sin, even in those wonderful circumstances. 

    QuesIs the golden calf the result of the mind working when they lost sight of Christ? 

    JTQuite so; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt,  we do not know what is become of him!. It was an attitude of indifference; they did not care. 

    QuesSo is the thought of being conformed to this world seen in the calf? 

    JTQuite so. 

    RemIt is love begotten in our hearts by the sacrifice of Christ that leads us to present our bodies a living sacrifice. 

    JTQuite so, it is love at the bottom, so that the types help us greatly. The breakdown at Horeb only brought out Christ in type in Moses saying he would be blotted out for the people. Now God honours Moses and he becomes greater and greater in the eyes of the people, and then the work proceeds. The glory shines in Moses face, and then Bezaleel begins the work. The people are called to Moses in chapter 35, and he tells them what is needed for the tabernacle, and they depart from him; they do not make a golden calf again. It is what you do when the brethren are not looking at you, so to speak. What do you do then? Well, it says they departed from Moses and brought back all he needed and the book then proceeds to show how the parts of the tabernacle were made, and they are all brought to Moses and set up, and they are all in function, anointed with oil, and the glory enters. So the service of God is now set up, there is a residence for the glory. 

    FWWhat about the tables of the covenant being placed in the ark; is that connected with this principle of renewal? Are we reminded that another order of man is the only line on which the service can be taken up? 

    JTI suppose that is the thought. Moses is told to make an ark of wood, according to Deuteronomy, and he goes up, and then, when he comes down, his face is shining. I suppose the ark of wood would mean Christ in His humanity, we advance in the knowledge of that; now you have a Man for Gods pleasure, and that is where the glory appears, in His face. 

    FWWhen they begin to move, it is not with the ark of the covenant, as in chapter 25, but with that which will make an atmosphere for the covenant to come into. Is that suggestive, that we need an atmosphere locally if the Lord is to come in, and that is in our moving spiritually? 

    JTI think that is how the thing stands. What is stressed is the idea of obedience, that we are entirely subject to the will of God, and it links on with the chapter in Romans, our bodies are presented and our minds renewed, which means that there is a living state of things now with God. There is a measure of refining, but Ephesians takes us further, in the spirit of our minds being renewed. 

    FSDoes, Ye have not thus learnt the Christ, contemplate that the objective is in Christ? 

    JTQuite so. It is a question of early days in Exodus, of love and subjection admitting of formation, so that each item passes the judgment of Moses, and God is pleased with each item. And then all is anointed, the priests with it and then each servant is in his place, and the glory comes in; that is the idea. 

    QuesCan you help us in regard to this material that is being brought? 

    JTWell, if you look through Exodus you will find that, after the glory shines in Moses in chapter 34, and the people are afraid of him, he influenced them, and it turned them round toward him: We all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed (2 Corinthians 3:18), it is a sort of allusion to that, meaning that a young christian is not afraid of Christ and the glory; it is attractive. Then in chapter 35 we have the sabbath; we must learn to lie fallow and absorb heavenly thoughts. It is not only your mind now, but your whole body is subservient and restful, so that you have the thoughts of God. Then Moses tells them what he needs and they depart from him, as much as to say, We will do it for ourselves; we are trustworthy now, and they come back with all that is needed, men and women, and then the work begins, and it is all brought to Moses, and then it is anointed and set up, and the glory appears. It all works out from the love of the bondman, the bondman spirit. 

    QuesDo we see the doctrine of Romans worked out in Exodus in detail in a typical way? 

    JTYes, Exodus is the amplification of Romans: it opens it up for us. When you are presented, you are a priest; that is Leviticus. 

    FSJust to touch on Colossians, would that help us in a practical way, the thing working out subjectively; our minds are under control and we are preserved from being diverted in our thoughts? 

    JTThat is the way, as we were saying. John says, I became in the Spirit (Revelation 1:10); that is the power, or capability, of change; that must include the elimination of all contrary elements, and that is where the mind acts, I think; it eliminates all contrary elements, 

    The doors shut where the disciples were (John 20:19). 

    FSThe Lord says, For where thy treasure is, there will be also thy heart (Matthew 6:21). Where affections are really set on Christ where He is there is no difficulty about our mind being engaged with Him and being under control. 

    JTYes, the point is you have control of the mind, and that is wherein lies the capability of change. I became in the Spirit, John says; so that we change over to be alongside of Christ with His mind, with His feelings and sensibilities. That is really what is in mind in the scripture, this process of change, so that we are able to stand up alongside the Lord, as it were, having His mind and seeing what He is going on with; we are with Him; He knows He has us and we know what to do. We do not give out unsuitable hymns and we do not say unsuitable things, things that would be right in other settings, but are not right in these settings. Priests know what to do; so the exhortation, Have your mind on the things that are above is just to suggest that you have power to do that. 

    RemI thought the remark as to the mind being the servant of our affections was very good. Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself (Daniel 1:8). 

    JTYes, very good. You get many different appellations for the Spirit in this chapter in Romans, the Spirit, the Spirit of life, the Spirit of God, a spirit of adoption, and so forth. The Spirit witnesses with our spirits; there is such complete analysis you can discern that the spirit of God is witnessing with your spirit. 

    RemIntelligence seems to have a very important place in connection with the service of God. 

    J,.T. It has. It is the want of it that often spoils our meetings; not so much the want of affection, 

    but of intelligence, of control, of knowing what to do. 

    QuesWhy did you take Ephesians before Colossians? 

    JTTo work out the link. We have the renewal of the mind, and then the renewal of the spirit of the mind suggesting increased refinement, then the power to have it on things above, and then, finally, the priestly thought of the mind of Christ; we are able to think as He does, not simply that I know His mind in a particular thing. It is remarkable that His faculty is applied to us. The Lord says, He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed (Isaiah 50:4). He also says, That I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary; it is the intelligence; and so Ears hast thou prepared me (Psalm 40:6) is translated in the New Testament, Thou hast prepared me a body (Hebrews 10:5), intelligence in humanity, a Man knowing the mind of God, as over against bulls and goats. 

    TSThe princes of this world crucified the Lord of glory (1 Corinthians 2:8) 

    Pages 167 to 456, The Service of the Comforter and Other Ministry, 1937 - 1938, (Volume 207). 
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    WHO IS THIS? (JT 93)

    Romans 8: 14, 15; Colossians 3: 10, 11; Song of Songs 3: 6; Song of Songs 8: 5

    JTI thought that the passages in the Canticles illustrate somewhat the passages in the New Testament. The verses in Romans point to the leading of the Spirit, and involve the action of the Spirit as we come together in assembly; so that the assembly is seen moving, so to speak, in her own power, the Spirit being the power, but viewed as in herself. Then Colossians points to Christ leading, answering to the second scripture read in the Canticles; she comes up leaning upon her beloved. The passage in Colossians says in the new man Christ is everything: He is everything. We reach a point where we are, as it were, full; that we are, for the moment, shut up to Him. Scope is to be given for the working out of this in assembly service. So that the idea of His leading comes in, for if He is everything, He is also a leader. It has often been observed that Colossians scarcely notices the Spirit. It does notice and mention the Spirit  your love in the Spirit, (chapter 1: 8), but Christ, who is everything, is what is in mind. Romans makes a great deal of the Spirit. In chapter 5: 5 we have Him shedding abroad in our hearts; in chapter 8 He is mentioned; indeed it is remarkable how frequently He is mentioned in that chapter, having in mind that it is the state of the saints. The state of the saints is to be marked by spirituality, the Spirit having His place. 

    If the brethren have followed my remarks, perhaps we might proceed, beginning with the passage in Romans 8, and linking it on with Song of Songs 3, where the feminine personage in the song is seen coming up out of the wilderness, without any external support mentioned, but fully furnished so far as it goes. The passage would correspond in the types with Numbers 21, where instead of the tabernacle being the direct guidance, the Spirit is guiding and leading; the Spirit is fully recognised, so that they move on steadily from point to point, no longer wandering in the wilderness. 

    JRHAs many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God, Romans 8: 14. How would you bring that in in the wilderness? 

    JTWell, that comes in after Numbers 21 in the types, forming a junction with the ark in the book of Joshua, and with Colossians in the antitype. Sonship proper belongs to the land, but the Spirit of it comes in in the wilderness, I think. But the Spirit is to be understood before the passage read in Romans; it is to be understood in chapter 5 and, indeed, in the early part of chapter 8. The question is the state of the saints. 

    RALWe sing in the fourth hymn, Now with loves treasure our spirits are freighted. (4:2) Does that suggest the work of the Spirit in our souls in the power in which we begin the morning meeting? 

    JTQuite so. Our spirits are freighted with it. It is a question of the state of the saints, for the early part of the assembly service is left as our part. We come together to do something, but it is in the power of the Spirit. We are never seen other than in the power of the Spirit. 

    EPYou speak of the people no longer being guided by the tabernacle after Numbers 21. Would you mind saying a little more about that? 

    JTWell, the tabernacle from the time it was anointed, when the glory entered, was to be a guide. The movements of the people were determined by its movements. You will remember that at the end of Exodus, the people were to move as the tabernacle moved. And the cloud covered the tent of meeting, 

    and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. And Moses could not enter into the tent of meeting, for the cloud abode on it, and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel journeyed in all their journeys. And if the cloud were not taken up, then they did not journey until the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of Jehovah was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, before the eyes of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys, Exodus 40: 34 - 38. It points to what is presented to us objectively in the way of instruction and assembly formation. 

    EPWould it correspond at all to the Lord being present here on earth, then leaving the disciples dependent on the Spirit? I was thinking of the disciples in the Acts being left, the Lord having established them in a way, and then leaving them. 

    JTGoing up, you mean? Yes, quite so. Therefore, henceforth all would hinge on what transpired in the way of assembly formation, and in the way of devotion to what we get at Pentecost as, for instance, chapter 10. Right through the Acts the saints were governed by the movement of the testimony. Of course, Numbers brings that out more than Exodus. Exodus gives us the general idea, the glory being in the tabernacle. The guidance was in that connection. Numbers gives us more detail as to the taking down of the tabernacle, and its being carried and set up again, involving movement and change of encampments. There were a great many encampments. Each encampment had in mind some thought, and the people were to observe it. 

    JRHWould you say the pillars of smoke were connected with the encampments? 

    JTI would think they were. They would be the smoke of the sacrifices. Pillars of smoke would mean they were formed in things. They rose up steadily. 

    GMAnd there would be constant exercise. The smoke would speak of that. 

    JTYes. I suppose it would suggest sacrifice, that is out of love, Godward, so that Romans begins with Gods love shed abroad in our hearts; and then in chapter 8 it contemplates our love for God  all things work together for good to those who love God, Romans 8:28. I think the pillars of smoke would indicate the love they had for God, and the sacrifices they offered. 

    CAMIt would be the Spirits comment on it  in the Song of Songs, the section that we read; and then that section from verses 6 to 11 does not exactly form part of the conversation between the king and the bride; it was rather a sort of commentary by the Spirit. 

    JTIt is a view  something contemplated, as looking at the movements. Who is this? It is a question asked. Who is this, she that cometh up from the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant? She is described. Who is she? Her history, of course, is in Egypt, and were we to go by the prophets, we would say she has been sinning all the time, from the time she was in Egypt, but as she is identified with the Spirit of God, who is there with her, there was this view. She is coming up out of the wilderness, and there is no external support. 

    Moses is not in evidence; he was earlier. It is more the power that is within in the type. 

    SMcCWould this view, these graces, suggest what is acquired rather than what is put upon her? 

    JTI think they are accredited to her. They are, as it were, an integral part of the position. They are the distinguishing marks. Who is this, that cometh up with these distinguishing marks? I think they allude to what is very creditable. You might say it somewhat corresponds with Balaams view. He saw them in a somewhat similar sense. There was nothing discreditable; everything was creditable. God caused him to see her. He is a man who has his eyes opened  not an ordinary man, but a man with his eyes opened, seeing the vision of the Almighty; that is, seeing things as God sees them. God is entitled to look at us abstractly; that is, taking account only of what is of Himself in us. 

    JWDWould you link this abstract view on with the first part of the morning meeting? 

    JTI think we might see that, the place the Spirit has, which is part of the position. It is not external, although the anointing is external. It is more the view of Numbers 21; they had drunk and moved immediately, and steadily from point to point in the right direction. I think that is what we ought to keep in mind, so that all these figures here  this smoke  as we come out of our houses in the morning to approach the assembly, these features are to be seen. They are seen, of course, concretely as we sit down together in assembly. God is entitled to look at us in that way, what we are in relation to the Spirit. Romans 8 enlarges on what the Spirit is in us. First we have the righteous requirement of the law fulfilled, and then the mind of the Spirit is life and peace; and several others  some dozen references to the Spirit in the chapter all pointing to a state that is in keeping with the first verses, that God has condemned sin in the flesh; that it is out of sight, that it is viewed as ignored. It is the Spirit now, and these marks are, therefore, the result of the Spirit. First, I think, is unselfishness or love for God in the volume of sacrifices, the smoke of the sacrifices. The church is characteristically sacrificial. 

    Christ in John 1 is viewed as sacrificial by John the baptist, and as He walked, He is viewed also sacrificially, 

    that is as the Lamb. The Lamb is sacrificial, and I think that that runs into the assembly. Sacrifice marks us. 

    CAMAfter Numbers 21 and after Balaams vision comes that special household burnt-offering, morning and evening. They did not have that before, I suppose. 

    JTNo, that comes in in chapter 28, quite so. First we have, after the brazen serpent and the springing well, the steady movement of the people towards the land and Balaams view, as if God would give us a right view so that we might look at them abstractly. Moses in Deuteronomy looks at them in that way. Moses does what God is entitled to do, to look at us entirely according to what the Spirit has effected in us. Well, if we sit down in the assembly, God would help us to view things abstractly. 

    JWDIt would be a wonderful release to the work of God amongst us. 

    JTThat is just what it will be. Johns epistle helps us, too, but Balaam has no desire to justify the people, but he is prepared to do it as one who has his eyes open, who had a vision of the Almighty. 

    HBWould it be helpful to bring in Numbers 24: 1 - 5, And Balaam saw that it was good in the sight of Jehovah to bless Israel, and he went not, as at other times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness. And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel dwelling in tents according to his tribes; and the Spirit of God came upon him. And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor saith, and the man of opened eye saith, He saith, who heareth the words of God, who seeth the vision of the Almighty, who falleth down, and who hath his eyes open: How goodly are thy tents, Jacob, and thy tabernacles, Israel! 

    JTQuite so. There is a reference there, perhaps we might look at it a moment in chapter 24: 4, he stresses very much his vision, and how he was affected. That is, God affected him in spite of himself, so that he sees them from Gods point of view. The Spirit of God does that for us now; He affects us in spite of ourselves. Romans 7 enables us to distinguish the working of the flesh, and we learn how God condemned it in the early part of chapter 8, enabling us to see things as they should be seen. 

    RSThe devil seems to be very active in the morning meeting. Our minds are often very wandering, and thus totally unworthy of the occasion. Is this required on that account? 

    JTQuite so, there is not one but would admit that. We need the power of God to fix our minds first of all on the order and beauty of Israel, and then on Christ as we see Him in Colossians. 

    WLIs that why the leading is looked at in an individual way  as many as are led? We need to come to this thought on an individual platform. 

    JTWell, I suppose so. We have already had it intimated that sonship comes in late in the service of the assembly, but it is only to make a link with the Spirit; for the Spirits action begins in Romans 5, and has considerable authority before we come to chapter 8: 14. 

    CAMThis matter of the order of the saints and having a sense of how wonderful it is, is all taken for granted as we go on to Colossians; although I suppose Paul was dependent on the information from Epaphras, he realised what was existent in Colosse. 

    JTYour order, you mean? 

    CAMYes. 

    JTI think that is the link. It links on with Romans and Corinthians. Corinthians, of course, is the orderly setting, so that Romans and Corinthians enter into Balaams prophecy. It is a wilderness scene. Balaam comments on the order, like cedars by the waters, like aloes of the Lords planting. 

    Corinthians runs on with that thought into Colossians where it is rejoicing and seeing your order, chapter 2: 5. That is the pleasure that the eye sees  not joying and knowing it, but seeing it  the pleasure the eye has in divine order among the saints. 

    CAMIf it was not regarded it would spoil what the Lord is stressing. 

    JTThe link with Romans, Corinthians and Colossians is very striking as applicable to assembly service; the place the Spirit has in Romans, and then the place that order has in Colossians. Christ is made so much of personally in the epistle, the Spirit made so little of (I mean as to mention). It is rather the effect of the Spirit that is in mind in Colossians, so that the apostle has pleasure in looking at that. 

    Rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ. That makes room for chapter 3, which we read, where Christ is all. He is everything. Well, if He is everything, He will be leader. We will understand that every function is His at each particular phase of our assembly service. 

    AHPDo you think what the queen of Sheba saw when she came to see the wisdom of Solomon would correspond with Colossians in that respect? 

    JTVery good. There was no more spirit in her. She saw the externals. She had no part in them. It is what she saw. The point here is what is seen. Who is this, she that cometh up? 

    JWGod brought him forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn, Numbers 24: 8. 

    Would that apply? 

    JTThat alludes to the Spirit. Romans 8 would indicate the unicorn strength. 

    JWDDo you mean that we are conscious as we sit down together of the inward spiritual power, the Spirits presence with us? 

    JTThat is what I think. Paul stresses it in the Corinthians. The Spirits place in the assembly in Romans is more individual. But we realise it as we sit down together. There is the strength of a unicorn, and the shout of a king. Balaam alludes to these matters; and really and truly it is only that side of the truth that makes our position a tenable one, a legal one, so to speak, an undeniable one as of God. That is, not simply the claims that we put in, but the fact that there are these things in some degree. There is the order, and then there is the unicorn strength, and the shout of a king. 

    JWDThat is to say, as I sit down, I am entitled to forget my connection with the flesh, sinful flesh, and take account of myself as linked with all others in the possession of the Spirit of God. 

    JTThat is right, so that Ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed Gods Spirit dwell in you, Romans 8:9. 

    JRHThat would have a greatly moving effect on our spirits as we sit together. 

    JTIndeed it would. Anyone present who is not part of us  if God is working in him  will see it. It is Johns way of establishing the truth, by quoting the Lords remarks and the remarks of others to exercise souls. Come and see  Come and see. That is really the final test as to where God is, and what is of God. One comes and sees these marks. 

    RSWhen you speak about our state, is this just now what you have in mind as to sitting down and making room for the Spirit, and not allowing flesh, or workings of the flesh, as being in it? Is that what you mean by state? 

    JTQuite so. Romans teaches us that we are not in the flesh but in the Spirit  that state, a state consequent on the action of God really, the confirmation of the apostles own conclusions: I know that in me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good thing, he says, and that the victory, the deliverance and the thanksgiving is through Christ. I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord, he says, So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God. That is, he has arrived in his soul history at self-conscious ness. He is conscious of himself in the true sense of the word, a man delivered in his mind, and yet in power by the Spirit; but in his mind, through the analysis of the flesh, he is able to pronounce on it and name it, and now he says, I am free to do Gods law. I myself with the mind serve Gods law. That is not simply the ten commandments. It is a characteristic word, whatever it may be, and Gods law must rule me. Well, if I sit down in the assembly on that line my order will be right; I will not be disorderly in my part in the assembly. Then God comes in in chapter 8, and we have that He, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh. It is not sin in Satan. Of course He has condemned it in Satan. That matter was settled before man was created. 

    The brazen serpent meant that was its origin. There was no sacrifice for sin in Satan. But sin in the flesh is dealt with in Romans 8. God has dealt with that. 

    He has condemned it. Has condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit  (verses 3, 4). The Spirit is seen now operating and the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled. Then the chapter runs on with other allusions which show that on the basis of Gods condemnation of sin in the flesh and the presence of the Holy Spirit, a believer is not in flesh but in Spirit, if so be that Gods Spirit dwells in us. Not only that He is in us but undisturbedly in us. 

    Well, if we are all like that sitting down in assembly, you will see what a time we shall have, and what external order there is, because everyone has in mind Gods law  not my mind but Gods law. 

    RALWhat should promote the brother to stand up to break bread? His consciousness of himself, or I speak of the things which I have made touching the king? He has a song. 

    JTHe does not sing a song as he stands up to break bread. We being assembled to break bread, says Luke (Acts 20: 7), speaking of the incident at Troas. They came together to break bread. An analysis of that chapter would show that there were spiritual men present. The evident fruit of Pauls work in different parts of the world were there; they accompanied him, and Luke says, We being assembled to break bread. Now, Pauls discourse there has to be viewed as extraordinary, meaning that before we break bread we must listen to Paul. That is a sort of recovery point before we resume the breaking of bread. After the great captivity in the history of the assembly, we must listen to Paul. 

    But the primary thought in the passage was that they came together to break bread. Picture them all sitting there, Paul and Luke and several other distinguished men; what would happen? Well, as the brethren waited, Paul would get up and undoubtedly break the loaf. Paul, being there, would have in mind that they had come together to do this. It is not exactly a question of the Spirit leading us. It is not put that way. The Spirit does not come with us to break bread. We understand from Romans that everything is to be done in the Spirit  that we are in the Spirit; but we are personally there to break bread. That is our business. That is what we come together to do. You can understand how Paul would do that. He would do it with instinctive understanding; and so would any spiritual man with instinctive understanding that the brethren were there for that purpose, and he would have deliverance in his soul in doing it; but he would do it on the principle that they came together to do it. You would feel glad when he did it. Not that Luke could not have done it, or others. Any one of them might have done it, because we is a mutual word in that sense. Not Paul and these distinguished men, but we came together to break bread. 

    JWDThis instinctive understanding works out more happily amongst us. An instinctive understanding usually expects a certain one to do it who is present, where the brethren are affected by the Spirit, but there is no discourse. 

    JTYou feel from the standpoint of Romans 8 that there would be no difficulty about it. There would be a right understanding as to everybody. Well, that is a point that has been a great help to one, Johns way of regarding what was said in that respect, and others too. If you have what is of God, you can invite inspection. So here, Who is this? It is a question; no person is mentioned as asking it; but the question has a voice. And John says, I turned back to see the voice (Revelation 1: 12)  remarkable thing! I turned back, not to hear it, but to see it; meaning the person speaking and the person spoken of must be of interest. He is able to take account of these qualities or features in this person, and the first is that she is like pillars of smoke. Suppose Moses was there, and someone asked him what this is, Moses would say this is the love that the saints have for Jehovah. Jehovah said there are thousands of those that love Me. They are characteristically a sacrificial people. 

    WRWould you say this includes the youngest believer? 

    JTWell, it is a collective thought. The smoke is solid. It is not scattered by the wind, it is solid. That is the suggestion in the pillars of smoke. 

    JRHIt is not only what can be seen, but what can be smelt. Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense. 

    JTWell, she could be, I suppose. That would be the person that would be perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all the powders of the merchant, meaning that she is not like the Corinthian assembly. You take them when Paul left. If anyone came to see what had happened they would see much irregularity. 

    EPPaul speaks of the grace of God bestowed on the assemblies of Macedonia. Do you think there would be smoke there? 

    JTQuite so. The Thessalonians, too. There was a scent went out from them. 

    APTAccording to Pauls second epistle to Corinth, there would have been order on a spiritual basis, would there, instead of disorder prevailing? I suppose they would have done it by rotation according to the first epistle in the breaking of bread. 

    JTBy rotation, what do you mean? 

    APTWell, there were parties there. I do it this Sunday, you do it next. 

    JTQuite so. I have known that to happen. That is not right; that is not the saints moving in spiritual power. The we of Luke in Acts 20 is no question of gift at all. It is the persons you know, and some of us yesterday were remarking about personality. One feature of the assembly is the personal way we know one another. Normally we know one another, and that helps us in sitting down in a local setting. If there are parties there, cleavages, of course, we shall not be too pleased for a brother of the opposite party to get up and give thanks. We feel he is getting an advantage. That is very poor, because Romans 8 would dispel all that. We are of the Spirit, not of the flesh at all. 

    RSThen the brother who breaks the bread could also get up later on and address the Father, could he not? 

    JTYes, he will by the spirit of adoption. But, we do not break bread by the spirit of adoption. I do not say it is not the same Spirit, because the Spirit is presented in the scripture in many classifications. We break bread in the power of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God known in that way according to Romans 8. 

    AHPHad you any thought as to distinctive features of this myrrh and frankincense? Would they suggest something of the inward workings of the Spirit of God now taking form in the expression amongst the saints, carrying the odour like John 12? 

    JTI think that is good. Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense. Myrrh is usually a suggestion of suffering; not that one would make it that exclusively, but it is a drug with a refreshing odour. Frankincense would perhaps be stronger in that way. All of these would be graces of the Spirit. They would be what is emitted in spiritual power amongst us viewed collectively. Then all powders of the merchant would mean, I think, that you feel as in the Spirit that anything will not do. There must be something that would please the Lord. You must have all powders of the merchant, and I suppose the allusion to the merchant would mean that these cost something, so that the idea of cost and sacrifice enters into this position. 

    AHPWe would be preserved from orthodoxy by all powders of the merchant. It would involve that the Lord is coming to us in ministry at the present time as well as what preceded. 

    JTYes, this is a current position, a position at a particular time. It is God, as it were, giving us an abstract view; someone who valued these things and who asked the question would understand what these things meant. Who is capable of all this? That all enters into the truth of the ministry of the assembly as presented in the scripture. 

    SMcCWould you say a word as to the importance of this ellipsis and its bearing on our part in the assembly? 

    JTWell, that is the other side. The brethren will understand the ellipsis in the end of verse 6. I n verse 7 the Spirit of God goes on to Solomon. We are directed now to Christ. The other is the feminine side, Behold his couch, Solomons own: threescore mighty men are about it, of the mighty of Israel. They all hold the sword, experts in war; each hath his sword upon his thigh because of alarm in the nights, chapter 3:7, 8. Then in verse 9 it says, King Solomon made himself a palanquin of the wood of Lebanon. Its pillars he made of silver, its support of gold, its seat of purple; the midst thereof was paved with love by the daughters of Jerusalem. That is a beautiful view; a combination of what Christ has made for Himself, and what the daughters of Jerusalem add to it. Paved with love, that is our side. 

    SMcCIs it not important in this relation, to observe and carefully notice the turn in the assembly service, so that we should not persist in going on after a turn is made? I mean in reference to Solomon; the quick turn from her to Solomon. 

    JTYes, quite so. We go on too long, sometimes, on a certain line. We ought to be on the alert for the turning point, a change-over from the covenant to the feminine side with the saints in relation to Christ. We are together in the Spirit and the flesh has no place in the service. That is very happy, and it is for the Lords eye, or someone elses eye, whoever has an eye for it. Come and see, if you have an eye for these things. 

    JWDWould this not help so many of our young brothers to take part in the morning meeting? 

    JTYes, I think that is good. 

    JWDEven the youngest brother, as Johns child, knows the Father. So many have no liberty in connection with the public service of God. 

    JTWell, they are coming into it, as far as I observe, they are coming into it in a remarkable way. We had this morning a very young brother taking part, very nicely, and the oldest brother in the meeting followed him. It was very nice and pleasing to God. Many of our young brothers do not take part, but their taking part is very pleasing to God, and we do right in referring to what happens. Who is this? These marks we are entitled to regard in them because that is the position then; but as we move on, we leave all that and think of the greatness of Christ where He is everything, and in all. That is the turn-over now to Solomon. We need support at that juncture. Expert people in war know the turn, and they are on the alert. Darkness, distance, Satan is not very far away, but then we are going on to something Solomon has made for Himself, not something that we have made for Him. My assembly comes into mind, not so much the local assembly, but what He made for Himself. Then the paving with love by the daughters of Jerusalem, that is what He made and we are adding to it. That is not the first part of the meeting, but it is where Christ comes in and recognises us. 

    CBOn the alert  guarding against breakdown. 

    JTAnything that the enemy might use to disturb what is going on. These mighty men have their swords on their thighs; we may not need them at all. 

    CBIt is not a question of using the sword, is it? 

    JTIt is because of alarm in the nights. So these things are in our minds, put there by the Spirit of God, and when we sit down it is to serve us in good stead. We may not mention them at all, but then we are going on. It is what Christ has of His own. I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse, chapter 5: 1. That is, it is His now, and then we begin to see that He is taking it on. It is His matter. So that she is leaning on her beloved, and He says, I have brought you up under the apple tree. You have good manners. I am not ashamed of you. Many of us cause distress in the meeting because we do not know what to do. But if we are brought up under the apple tree, we would understand what to do, and not discredit the house by our talk. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by good manners? 

    JTI brought thee up under the apple tree  the upbringing of the saints; how they are nurtured. 

    SMcCPaul said that God suffered their manners forty years. 

    JTQuite so, He bore them. Paul is commenting on good manners at Corinth. That is what he is after that there may be good manners among them. 

    APTIf the saints have been brought up under clerical systems for a great many years, it takes time to bring us to the full thought of sonship. 

    JTWe have passed through the patriarchal period, extending back as far as I remember; now the Lord has brought us round to the mutual side, including the youngest amongst us; the least of the assembly. But this matter of being brought up under the apple tree is important that we might have good manners. 

    CWDo you think Timothy would be one who had good manners in the house? 

    JTYes, he represents that. Paul says, I have sent him to Corinth that he may put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ. The perfect manners of Paul are represented in his child Timotheus. 

    JRHWhat is the thought of being wakened up there? I awoke thee under the apple tree, chapter 8: 5. 

    JTFrom the beginning, I would presume. I awoke thee under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth; there she brought thee forth that bore thee. The allusion is to Christ as the apple tree in the earlier part. That is, He is supreme. There is no one like Him  no one like Christ. So that John would open up the apple tree to us. John the baptist refers to Him as the Lamb of God, walking. He is like the apple tree, and two of Johns disciples, seeing Him walk, leave John and follow Jesus. And when He asks the question, What seek ye? they say to the Lord, Rabbi. They need teaching. They instinctively need teaching in the house, that is the idea of it. 

    JRHDo you mean in saying Rabbi that there was the sense of being awake now? 

    JTYes, and they needed teaching. The apple tree was there. So is my beloved. There is no one like Him. He is supreme above all. He is incomparable, and now they ask, Rabbi, ... where abidest thou? Where do you live, and the Lord says, Come and see. 

    SRMcCThere is much that develops out of asking questions. 

    JTThat is why these readings are so useful. It is question time. And that largely marks the Lords ministry, answering questions. He is ready to answer them. They say, Where abidest thou? He says to them, Come and see.They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour. Well, they got teaching. That is how the matter began. The mother is brought in here. There thy mother brought thee forth; there she brought thee forth that bore thee. It is in relation to Christ, making everything of Christ to them. 

    CBWould you say the Corinthians had moved in relation to the trees of the wood rather than the apple tree? That is why their manners were as they were. 

    JTThey were comparing themselves with themselves. 

    CAMGood manners were really acquired, at the end, even in Corinth, in connection with the great awakening in chapter 15. Evil communications corrupt good manners (verse 33). 

    JTI think good manners are in the new covenant. That is the idea in connection with the mother. The new covenant is the love that is current amongst the saints, so that they take on the mother character; and hence, as our brother here was remarking about the young men taking part, probably they are hindered. The more the patriarchal spirit governs the assembly, the less the young will have an opportunity; and if there are party feelings, there will be rivalry, and the young are kept out of the way. Whereas, if the Spirit is there ungrieved, if we are in Spirit and not in flesh, what the young have is just delightful. 

    EPDo you think you have an example in 2 John 4? I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth, and then verse 3, alluding to the Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, in truth and love. And then in verse 13, The children of thine elect sister greet thee. I was wondering if that were a suggestion of what you are speaking of as good manners. 

    JTIt is delightful. The third letter is more like the beginning, but the elect lady who has her children is the mother and as children walking in truth they are brought up under the apple-tree. It is the objective teaching in the apostles, and now the mother is nurturing them and looking after them daily. 

    RSLuke has to call attention to Marthas unspiritual conduct in Luke 10, but before John passes off the scene, he says her manners are good. 

    JTI think God is bringing us back to the idea of manners. Evil communications corrupt good manners. Good manners were there at first under the apostles but God is bringing us back to them again, and I believe that is why John is so stressed in these last days. He brings in good manners. 

    CAMIn connecting the manners with the covenant, would Sarah be a good example of it when she came into blessing and all bad manners had to be excluded and cast out? When she is in the freedom of good manners, there is laughter. All that hear will laugh with me. I suppose that is good manners. 

    JTQuite so. That confirms what we are saying. The covenant is connected with the mother. There are two covenants. The apostle says Hagar was one and Sarah another. Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother, Galatians 4: 26. We are born of a free woman. Well, the apostle is really labouring in the letter to bring the brethren back to the apple-tree, that is to Christ. But then we can be under the mother, wake up under the apple-tree; and then we have the mothers influence; our mother, Jerusalem above. What liberty there is in that! 

    WRWould you say God really called Samuel from under his mother in that sense? 

    JTYes, quite so. She brought him in there and set him down in the house of God. 

    AHPReferring to young people again, do you not think it tends to their spiritual progress and prosperity to keep clear of anything of party feelings. It leaves them free for service in the house of God. 

    JTI am sure party spirit in the meeting dwarfs the young ones. They are not far enough on to know what the thing means. Think of coming and sitting down on the Lords Day morning. Think of the children; some would be sitting over there and some sitting over here. How could they grow up there to manhood, spiritual manhood? 

    APTIt tends to bondage, as in Galatians. 

    JTQuite so. 

    JRHSo those of us who are older are responsible to provide an atmosphere of peace and love. 

    JTQuite so, we speak of a poor lead in a meeting. What is meant is there is no liberty, no spiritual power. It is the idea of spiritual leading. 

    WRMeetings of over fifty tend to hinder the growth of the young. 

    JTWell, I think the small meetings greatly facilitate the growth of the young and participation in the meeting. 

    AMIt says of Moses that he sent away his father-in-law, and then in connection with the elders going up to the mount it says the young men offered sacrifices. 

    JTThat shows in Exodus 24 that there was spiritual power with the young men or youths offering sacrifices. It would mean there was spiritual power and plenty of it there. 

    JWDIn some places you have linked up the inheritance with the covenant. I was wondering if linking up the mother with the covenant, we should be more at home instinctively with what is involved in the inheritance  how to place these things, and how to function in relation to them. Do you think that? 

    JTTell us more. 

    JWDI was only following out what you suggested. The covenant is an introduction into the inheritance. The covenant is intended to liberate us. It is what God is, the God with whom we have to do. What the God that thou hast found. 

    JTThat tends to liberate us and bring in a condition that encourages young brothers to take part. Everybody, brothers and sisters alike, sees that we have part in all this. We being assembled to break bread, included everybody that was there. 

    APTWhat is the difference between Romans 5, the love of God being shed abroad in our hearts, and Romans 7, married to another? To be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God, Romans 7: 4. What is the difference in these two thoughts, one as it were coming down from God in covenant love, and what will ascend to God as fruit? 

    JTWell, that opens up a wide range of inquiry. The early part of Romans is from God to us, what the Spirit is to us, how He serves us in shedding the love of God abroad in our hearts, a general matter, not simply known to the older ones. The Spirit gives you to understand He is dealing in a general way amongst the saints, excluding no one. Well, that makes for wealth amongst us, at least in the principle. Then we have baptism, in chapter 6. As many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death (verse 3). He is before us in baptism; but then what is needed to be stressed is unto his death. That is, He has been raised from among the dead, so that we should walk in newness of life. So that in chapter 7 in view of newness of life in chapter 6, and our members being yielded unto God as instruments of righteousness, the marital thought is brought in. He brings in that the first husband is dead. The first husband is the law, making us legal, and we are apt to be legal when we sit down together, having critical thoughts of one another, and that spoils the position and hinders the Spirit. But the first husband is dead, so that you are no longer under him. I disallow in my mind any principle of it, all that sort of thing, to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead. Raised up, taken out of the range of the critical spirit. We are on a new platform, being married to another, even to Him that is raised up from among the dead. And then it goes on to speak about serving in newness of spirit. 

    DGThey were all filled by the Spirit in Acts 2:4; we should all be filled with the Spirit. 

    JTThat is a characteristic thought in the beginning of the dispensation, the Spirit coming. They were all together in one place with one accord. The Lord says of the cup, Drink ye all of it. Some have taken it to mean all the wine, but it is all the saints having part in it. Why should anyone be sitting back? Why should he not be taking part in that? The Lord says all. It is really a constitutional word. 

    AHPI was just going to raise a question as to what was involved in eating and drinking; whether it would enter much into the liberation of the saints in their souls in their service towards God. Not just eating a piece of bread, or drinking wine as such, but having these wonderful thoughts as to the body and the new covenant, whether we take on the spiritual thought sufficiently. 

    JTQuite so. So that the second epistle to the Corinthians is to bring out the spirit of the thing. The apostles were ministers of the new covenant, not of letter, but of spirit. Then he goes on to tell us the Spirit is Christ. The Lord is the Spirit, 2 Corinthians 3:17. 

    APTI notice a great many of the Lords people will sip the cup. The Lord says, Drink ye all of it. Would that be a word for us? 

    JTOh, well, it has a spiritual meaning. We do not want to have the brethren take a lot of wine. Drink is satisfaction, I think; the cup is peculiarly satisfying, and tends to liberate our souls, for we all have been made to drink into one Spirit. 

    CBEach one has part in it to carry the spiritual thought that it means what spiritually satisfies you. You are satisfied with the brethren that you are with. We have all been made to drink into one Spirit, meaning the company carries that thought, and you must not criticise them or think hardly of them because we have drunk into one Spirit. Would the Spirit of God challenge us in the beginning of the meeting as to Who is this? 

    JTI think we are entitled as we finish the meeting to refer to what is there. 

    Such and such a brother spoke. Well, we are entitled to do that in a humble way because it is Who is this? God has made them thus. But the other side is that Christ is everything. You turn away from all that and think of the glory of Christ. It is no discredit to Christ. They all made much of Him. ... My garden, my sister, my spouse. You cannot discredit Christ by referring to her, but then we turn to Him. What is thy beloved more than another beloved ... ? one says to her. 

    JATYou are perfectly satisfied with the brethren and thankful for them. You are able to look at them in this way. 

    JTBut then there is the other side, What is thy beloved ... ? What could she say about Him? 

    He says beautiful things about her, but she says beautiful things about Him. 

    JBSo, after that there are those who say, where is he gone, chapter 6, that we may seek him with thee? It would stimulate exercise with each. 

    JTThe brethren were charged with making too much of the saints; but it is right to make much of them; but then turn around and make much of Christ as well. 
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    RENEWAL (JT 93)

    Romans 12: 2; Colossians 3: 9 - 11; 2 Corinthians 4: 16 - 18

    JTIt is in mind to speak together about renewing; firstly, with regard to the mind; secondly, renewal in knowledge, and thirdly, in the inner man. It is desired that the subject thus divided may be used of the Lord to help us as to the necessity for freshness in the things of God. The mind, it seems, comes first in order if the truth before us is to be understood. We have an added thought in Ephesians 4: 23, to what is said in Romans 12, namely, renewed in the spirit of your mind. But the mind itself is in view in Romans as initial; Romans is foundational as to every feature. What underlies chapter 12 is the statement at the end of chapter 7 by the writer of the epistle, as to what he had reached through the analysis described in that chapter. He had reached control of his mind: I myself with the mind serve Gods law (verse 25). The believer is in deliverance as that verse indicates; he is in control of his mind. There is always the danger with us of being controlled by our minds, whereas the believer is viewed as in control himself, being viewed in a way, as an institution of which he is in control. I myself he says, will serve Gods law. We know how man naturally is swayed by his mind. It serves the enemy, Satan; but as a responsible being enlightened of God, he begins by controlling his mind and using it to serve Gods law. He thus becomes law-abiding, corresponding with Christ who had the law of God in His heart. We come into that by renewal. The principle of new birth must enter into all our faculties, but for renewal, we need the Spirit which is given us, which the believer characteristically has. In Titus 3: 5 it speaks of the renewal of the Holy Spirit which God has shed on us abundantly. So the presence of the Holy Spirit implies renewal in every sense in us; but first, in regard of the mind. The danger of conformation to the world is in mind in Romans 12, and the corrective for that lies in the renewal of the mind. We are transformed by the renewing of our mind. 

    HPWWhat is the main thought in renewal? 

    JTIt is a word which denotes both freshness and what is wholly new; something entirely different from what has been understood before. It implies initially, as in Romans, a radical change in our mental outlook, involving transformation. Conformation is used as to the world, but this is a stronger word, transformation, that is a complete change, and it takes place by the renewing of our mind. I suppose no one would undertake to define the process of being wholly spiritual, yet it is a process of which we are conscious; it is a change of outlook. If it is not so with any believer, he had better see why it is not so. 

    HPWYou said it was by the Holy Spirit, so that the Holy Spirit serves us in this way as we are subject to the Lord? 

    JTThat is what I understand. The word in Titus 3: 5 - 7, is very full and covers all this; it speaks of the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, which he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour. There is no lack on His side. 

    FWWWhere does our having the mind of Christ come in? 

    JTIt is very much in line with what we are saying. The wordmindthere refers to the thinking faculty; our minds take on that character which is consequent on their renewal; for no one could have that mind apart from the Holy Spirit. 

    FWWIt is evidently a new kind of mind. 

    JTIt is the very opposite to what is in the world. 

    Man left to himself did not like to retain God in his knowledge, and God gave them up to a reprobate mind. It is the very opposite to Christ; His thought was to make everything of God, so the renewed mind brings God in, and how important that He should be brought in! 

    CHBIs the service of God in mind in this chapter, in presenting our bodies a living sacrifice? Would the mind be in keeping with that? 

    JTQuite so. We are to present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service. That word intelligent involves our minds. Then this matter of renewal is brought in because of the danger of the world. It involves our being transformed by the renewal of our minds. Intelligent service would denote priestly service. The priest knows what to do. 

    HBWhat is the bearing of the body on it? 

    JTThe body is the vehicle of all this. It is a substantial thought, a concrete thought. The apostles desire was that our whole spirit, and soul, and body should be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 1 Thessalonians 5: 23. We cannot be in the service of God in a practical way apart from our bodies. We need them in fact for everything the service of God requires. The point is our attitude of mind in the presentation; the attitude in which we hold our bodies, as already presented to God, never to be recalled. Our baptism sets it out. Our bodies are called living, they can only be living as Christ is in them, and the Spirit has scope in us. If Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness, Romans 8: 10. Here, it is a living sacrifice. 

    WGLIs it seen in the book of Job that there is a conflict with the mind? He was suffering in body and mind. 

    JTYes; it may be that discipline is needed, but that in itself would not do. The body is not made alive by discipline, but by the Spirit. The discipline Job went through set him free, but the body is set free by the Spirit. Our bodies are still mortal, but living as we have the Spirit. 

    QuesShould our thinking and outlook be secured in relation to Gods outlook? 

    JTYes, the body is brought into activity by Christ being in us. The body by its natural appetite and feelings is rendered dead, but the Spirit is life, because Christ is in us. The Samaritan woman in John 4 is a good illustration of it. She had a body that had been discredited, but the Lord instructed her as to the use of her body; it was to be a vessel of living water. She takes that in, and leaves her waterpot, the natural thing, understanding that her body was a vessel. But how could that body become dead? The later statement, that she went to the men, means that she was in deliverance; she was immune from their influence. She influences them for Christ, saying, Is not he the Christ? The secret of that was that Christ was in her. 

    EuRWould it mean that He was in her affections? 

    JTYes. She had not the Spirit yet, but the light of living water; her body was to be the vessel of it. The way she speaks of Christ (and she is the only one to whom He communicates that He is the Christ), was because He was in her, and she could present her body a living sacrifice, and her testimony was effective on these lines. 

    HMSThe renewing of the mind here has a very definite object, that we might prove the will of God; is that not to be proved apart from this renewal? 

    JTApparently not: that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God  to your proving it means; it is an element in the proving; it is taken in by our minds, but the proving it lies in a renewed mind. 

    HPWSupposing the gospel really lays hold of a person, there is from the outset a completely different outlook; this is a process that goes on from that time, and works out a transformation in the believer That is how it seems to stand. It is a process: to your proving, that is, you are in the process. In chapter 7 we have the remarkable account of the proving our inward state, and how one gets out of it by the process of having the mind under control. Then the next thing is that the mind is to be renewed to the proving of the good and acceptable and perfect will of God; every moment we realise that the will of God is good and acceptable and perfect in itself. 

    JTJrIs this an appeal to us on the responsible side? If so, where does the work of the Spirit come in? 

    JTThe work of the Spirit is contingent upon our acceptance of responsibility. Man is a responsible being, and as indicated earlier in the book, scope is made for the Spirit. The Spirit is here in abundance, but our wills interfere; the un-renewed mind would interfere. The truth is progressive; the more we advance in this, the more rapid will be the vessels formation for the will of God  that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. It arrives at what Christ loved. 

    EuRDoes it involve that the Spirit is free in an experimental way? The princes digged the well at the direction of the lawgiver  as in subjection to the law. 

    JTYes, it was at the direction of the lawgiver. We have in Hagar, for instance, the thought of responsibility accepted. She cast her child away, relinquishing responsibility, as much as to say, My case is impossible, I cannot go on. She cast the child under one of the shrubs, but the angel says, Arise, take the lad, and hold him in thy hand, Genesis 21: 18. Hold him in your hand is the acceptance of responsibility. Then the angel showed her the well. The well is available as I accept my responsibility. So when you come to Moses, he sat by a well; he had not given up his responsibility. In Egypt he went out to visit his brethren, that was responsibility accepted; he knew it. As a child fair to God he was to be for God. His mother had that idea. There were three women engaged in his salvation. But when he came to years, he relinquished his place in Pharaohs house, and went out to see his brethren. They did not accept him; they did not discern what God had put upon him; he went and sat by a well; the fulfilling of his responsibility depended on that well. There must be the acceptance of responsibility, and moving on that we get the Spirit. Moses mind must have changed for he was a great man in Egypt, brought up in Pharaohs house. He told Jehovah he could not speak. There was a change in his outlook, but forty years were needed before he became the great vessel we read of in Scripture. Anyone could see what a change had come about, and that is the idea in each of us. 

    EuRIs Romans 12: 3 a little like that  not to have high thoughts? 

    JTQuite so. He is controlling his mind, for the mind is very variable unless kept in control. The control makes it subject. So it says, Through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. That is how we come into the service of God: each learning his measure. 

    HMSCan you tell us what is available for this   we want some substance for renewal? 

    JTWell, it is the Spirit. It is a question of the action of the Spirit on the mind. You cannot define the mind; it is a faculty the Spirit can act upon. It involves the person  spirit, soul and body. The mind there would be associated with the spirit. Man being a tripartite being, spirit, soul and body; his spirit is himself, it includes the mind and soul; but it is the higher part of man, that in which he is in touch with God. The spirit returns to God who gave it; Ecclesiastes 12: 7. The mind is subservient to it. 

    HBSo God is mentioned four times in these three verses. Does what you were saying in the beginning come in here  the compassions of God, acceptable to God, the perfect will of God, and, as God hath dealt to each a measure of faith? Would that be in contrast to the world? 

    JTVery good; verse 1 speaks of the compassions of God, and you can see what the gospel has done for man, so complete is the change. Naturally, left to himself, man shuts God out; he did not like to retain God in his thoughts, but how different this is! These compassions are presented in the teaching of the book; it is putting you almost in a bond although beseeching you, but morally you are under a bond by the compassions of God. 

    QuesWould the Spirit of God represent the fine feelings of God? The Spirit of God moving over the face of the deep  would the compassions of God be in line with that? 

    JTI suppose the Spirit of God is God Himself. In that way He is distinct, as the Father and the Son, but expressive of divine feelings and sympathies; hovering over the face of the deep and then striving with men. 

    HMSWe are to think so as to be wise, what are we to think about? 

    JTYou are to do it; wise,that is the believer; to think so as to be I myself. It is not simply I, but myself in consciousness, intelligently. Now what are you going to do with the mind? To serve Gods will. It is a question of the attitude in which you hold it, so you are thinking in order that you might be wise, and there is exercise in every difficulty. That is how to develop wisdom. God gives to each a measure of faith, and I want to understand that, so that I am not inflated by anything; I think so as to be wise. 

    QuesWould a measure of faith be given in relation to verse 1? 

    JTYes. You reach the body that way, the one body in Christ; wise thinking leads us to that. It gives us no status in the world, but outside the world. On the line of thinking wisely, we look at the brethren in that way: others have the Spirit as well as I. 

    WGLWould this be seen at the end of Exodus? 

    JTQuite so. The idea of wisdom runs through Exodus, especially as to building. 

    SCTDo we come into this in Philippians 4: 8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true ... think on these things? Is this something for the mind? 

    JTThat is good; it is quite a field for the mind. The mind is occupied with what is positively good; you become nourished in that way. 

    HMSCan we not say that the will of God which is to occupy our minds is of great variety, and we are to understand there is plenty to think about? 

    JTYes, indeed. Man shut God out of his world, but here you come into Gods world. The newspapers show every day how much there is to think about in mans world, but this line of thinking brings us into Gods world, which is infinite. 

    QuesWould you say that the instructions given here are a regulation of the mind, so that we do not overstep the mark with regard to spiritual matters? 

    JTI think the one body in Christ would put us in relation with one another on the line we are speaking about  thinking of others. 

    CHBIs the contemplation of Christ according to Philippians 2 a governing principle? This mind being in Him. 

    JTQuite so; that rule of which we are speaking brings us on to that. We can understand Philippians is in advance of Romans, but the same thought runs through, and Christ is the expression of it all. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus; 

    Philippians 2: 5. That is the readiness to descend. It is a mind free from rivalry and division. He thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but emptied Himself, taking a bondmans form, and being found in fashion as a Man, He humbled Himself becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. It is the descending mind that Philippians treats of there. Every man, beginning with Adam, had an ascending mind; Satan put that into his mind, Ye will be as God. The Lord Jesus is the opposite to that. It is our salvation, for naturally we rise in ambition, but the mind of Christ is descending. He ascends, too, and rightly, for He is divine; He ascends to His Father; but this is to bring out the kind of mind there is in Christ. 

    FAPDoes the beginning of Colossians 3 suggest the course the renewed mind would take when it says, Have your mind on the things that are above? 

    JTExactly; it shows you have authority over your mind and can set it where you please. 

    ATSWould this bring in the recovery of man for God? We read of mens minds being blinded by the god of this world; 2 Corinthians 4: 4. 

    JTYes, making room for God; in chapter 1 He is shut out, but here He is brought in. 

    FAPGoing along with the lowly (verse 16), is that definitely moving along to God? 

    JTYes, like Jesus. He is found in figure as a Man (Philippians 2), taking his place in the likeness of men, that is not simply in mans race, but in what men are ordinarily, apart from sin. There was no attempt to better His circumstances; He came in a Man among men, holy, harmless, undefiled, but a Man amongst men, making no attempt to be superior on human lines. 

    JTJrWill you say a word on transformation? What is the idea of it? 

    JTIt is a substantial thing  a more substantial thought, corresponding to what we get elsewhere, transformed ... from glory to glory, 2 Corinthians 3: 18. It is a real change. 

    JPHWe get help as we commit our minds to these things; it says, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Is there any proving unless we commit ourselves on this line? 

    JTWell, you can see what a great man a christian is, what a victorious man he is! He is in control of himself. The demoniac would be the extreme opposite: he was a man out of control, he was under the control of the devil. All the efforts of mans world failed to keep that man right; his name was Legion. But he is delivered, and found sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind. 

    What a victorious thing that was! Sitting ... at the feet of Jesus. What will not Jesus make out of such a man? He is one of the parts of the assembly. Romans builds up assembly material. Luke 8 shows us the component parts of the assembly in the man in his right mind; the woman who told all the truth, and then the girl raised up by Christ. These are the component parts of the assembly: the man, the woman and the child. The man is in control of his mind, he is sitting, clothed and sensible, at the feet of Jesus. God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, 

    but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion   that is, a sound mind. So it is complete victory; one moves about here in this world for God with the mind in control. 

    FAPWould sitting at the feet of Jesus, as the demoniac was, be in contrast to Eve, who came under the influence of Satan by way of aspirations? 

    JTQuite so. Then Corinthians links the assembly and the thought of wisdom: Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, 

    1 Corinthians 1: 30. That is what He is towards us taken in by the mind; we develop on these lines by the Spirit. 

    Now the next point is renewed knowledge according to Colossians 3: 10, having put on the new (man), renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. We are here evidently in advance on Romans, for it is the kind of knowledge that is renewed: renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that created him; that is, he is to be in the image of God. 

    QuesThis would be the very opposite to Genesis 3? 

    JTGod created Man in his image, we read in Genesis 1: 27, in the image of God created he him. He lost that through his mind and went so far as to exclude God from his thoughts, a terrible thing! But the new man is fresh, like a young man; it is not aged, and never will be. In the knowledge there is the representation of God; it is him that created him so the new man is a creation, as the old was. Our Creator would have us to represent Him permanently; hence the importance of controlling our minds in order to develop in this knowledge. 

    HMSWhat a great height and dignity attaches to the Christian life  the image of God. 

    JTHow important in any of our localities is our representation of God in our knowledge. The Lord speaks in John 10 about knowing the sheep and the sheep knowing Him, as the Father knows Him and He knows the Father (verses 14, 15). That is remarkable. It is an elevated kind of knowledge into which we come. 

    RemYou are brought into something, that is, full knowledge according to Christ; you are brought into something that is already there. 

    JTQuite so: that kind of knowledge. It is the complete victory of God on the line of knowledge in man. 

    SCTIn Jeremiah 9: 24, we have Let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me. 

    JTIt works out that way; it is a question of the new man here, young, and fresh and delightful to God. It is said of the Lord Jesus in Mark 10, that He looked on the young man and loved him. How difficult it was for that young man to leave all; he had much wealth and went away grieved. The Lord could not look on him again and love him; he had turned away from the best possible portion. But the new man is delightful to God; you want to be in that. There is only one new man. 

    CHBIs power for service found in Gods knowledge? 

    JTIt is quite clear that we must know God to worship and serve Him. Paul said at Athens where they had an altar to the unknown God, Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship ...; therefore their worship was derogatory to God. The new man is renewed into full knowledge. The word new in renewed is different from that used of the new man; it means different from any other knowledge; it is renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him  that is, made entirely new, not like anything that has ever been before. It is to bring us into the greatness of the position in the assembly, as renewed into the kind of knowledge that is in our Creator. The Lord puts it in John 10: 15, As the Father knows me and I know the Father. John 17 tells us that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them. So all this is to bring out representation of God in the sense of knowledge; we are like Him, like our Creator. 

    EuRWhere there is neither Greek nor Jew ... 

    JTYou can scarcely find the Greeks today, the Jews are the same as they used to be, but verse 11 shows such nationalities from the highest to the lowest in the scale, from the standpoint of knowledge; they do not appear in the new man; they appear in this world, but not in Gods world. This is knowledge after the Creator. 

    JTJrIs it distinct from Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and know all things? 

    JTIt goes with this; it is from the Holy One. The point in renewal here is that it is made different; Having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him   the image of God, whether it be God or Christ. John would link both. So in his gospel in chapter 20, we have the idea of representation. Throughout the gospel we have confirmation in the position taken up by the believer; the Lord would hold Nathanael in the position in which he has come out to Him; and again in chapter 9, the man is held in the knowledge of the Son of God. We are held outside the world by the knowledge Christ gives to us. In chapter 20 He comes and stands in the midst, and all is well; there is no complaint: the disciples say nothing; Christ says everything, but they are to be held in that joyous state. The Lord confirms them, saying, Peace twice. Then He says, As the Father sent me forth, I also send you. They are to be representative here, and as representative they have got His Spirit; He breathes into them. Every representative of Christ must be like Him by His Spirit; our administration for the assembly lies there: whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. He is represented, as the Father was in Him, so we are representative of Him. 

    FWOIs that why this section begins with lying, which brings in misrepresentation? 

    JTQuite so; no liar can represent God. Satan is a liar, he is against God; and all lying is a misrepresentation of God. 

    FWOI suppose the kind of person who has put on the new man, and is renewed, is still capable of acting so as to misrepresent, unless he is under control so as not to do so? 

    JTThat is an important matter. The new man is under Gods eye down here; we have put off the old, and put on that which is new and fresh. There is only one new man, but everyone that has part in it has Christ in him; Christ is everything, and in all. What a renewal! What a world where Christ is everything! He is all in all. We all love Him. These traits are seen in us; He is all to us objectively, and He is in us subjectively. 

    RemIs not the great point, therefore, to get our minds off things here, and on to that Person? 

    JTThat is just what it is. All ministry has this in mind. Christ is presented and becomes more and more to you, and then He fills you. I suppose that was so with the woman of Samaria, Christ was in her  He was filling her, so she says to the men, Come, see a man  and they recognise her saying and come to Him themselves. Then the Lord abode there two days in answer to their request. She had said He told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? But they say, We have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world. They get a greater thought of Him; He is everything. 

    HMSIs all this involved in the renewal of the inner man? 

    JTThat is the next thing. In 2 Corinthians 4: 16 we read, Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day. It goes on to say, While we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen. The looking here corresponds with the word in Colossians, Have your mind on the things that are above; here we are looking at the unseen eternal things. 

    HBWhy is this put at the close of the chapter? 

    JTI think the apostle is coming on to dissolution, coming on to death if necessary. He has already said our bodies are mortal; that means we are liable to death at any time, according to the will of God. This section should be read by the elder ones, but by all, so as to see what we are building up and what provision we are making. Are we making provision for a proper exit either by death, or the Lords coming? Unless we are, we shall not care to leave this scene; if we are not looking at unseen things, we shall not be ready for them. The renewal of the inner man would prepare us for that  for the crossing of the Jordan. It is well to ask, How wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan? Jeremiah 12: 5. It is an important matter to lay up in store on the banks of the Jordan. There is the building up of the inner man. We all experience as we get on in years, that death is working in us more and more. 

    EuRColossians says, Have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth. We look here on the things above, keeping constant control of our minds, while we look not at the things ... seen. 

    JTThe inward man being renewed day by day, makes it a daily matter. Can I discern that freshening of my inner being, governed by what one is spiritually? 

    JT-rIs it by the work of God in us, or is it by way of responsibility? 

    JTThere is the idea of responsibility going right through all this. It is put, Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day. But then there is a for. For our momentary and light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen. It is very much in line with the end of the previous chapter; our transformation is by looking at the glory of the Lord, but it is by the Lord the Spirit: He has to do with it. The renewal is by God, and evidently because we are looking. It is the way we reckon things and look at things  eternal things. 

    FAPWould not Jacob be an example of this? There is the evidence of the outward perishing; he worshipped leaning upon his staff. 

    JTThat is a very good illustration; leaning on his staff suggests experience gained. How are we developing? What have I got at the end of my days to lean upon? The Lord, of course. This building up of the constitution by renewal of the inner man, would make one conscious of power in the soul. 

    HPWNo doubt many of us are greatly challenged, as to whether we really understand the renewal day by day, governed by the outlook of the soul. 

    JTWhat would help is the daily offerings in Numbers 28, the morning and evening lamb. The evening lamb would mean that I have lost nothing, possibly there is more than I had in the morning. Renewal must have gone on during the day, or I should be drooping in the evening and unable to rise to the height of my calling. The evening lamb would keep me balanced day by day. These offerings come daily in our worship and soul experience. Then, too, there are the weekly and monthly offerings. 

    HPWThe apostle speaks of our light affliction; the enemy would use the sorrows of the saints to drag down their hearts; he is making an attack on the joy of the saints. 

    JTThere is a great deal of death and illness and the like  how are we going to meet it? If we are looking at seen things we are not meeting it at all; but looking at the unseen, there is the renewal day by day of the inner man; so that whatever may come, even dissolution, I am ready for it. 

    EuRWould you say a word as to what is involved in the inward man? 

    JTI think it is what you are in faith, grasping the divine idea in Christ; we are to be like Him. It is the outlook we have as to the divine thought for us. So it says, For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. That is Gods mind. It is not exactly material, for it is not a body coming down. We get the thought of resurrection, meaning that we come out of our graves, but you grasp what we are going to be in heaven. That is what is coming from heaven. Think of what I am going to be! This chapter, 2 Corinthians 4, shows I am mortal actually and accept it. We who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh (verse 11). 

    That is the reflex really of what I am above. We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is, 

    1 John 3: 2. That enters into my inner man; that is what I am in my inner thoughts. All else is disappearing. This inward man means I will hold all things by faith and the power of the Spirit. It is only a moment and this shell will disappear, and death will be swallowed up in victory. 

    WGTWould Gideons three hundred men give the idea; the vessels are broken that the light may shine out? 

    JTYes; the more the vessels are broken the more the light shines out. 

    SHGDo we gather that the inner man referred to in Ephesians 3: 16, is one and the same thing with this? 

    JTI think so. The word house is an allusion to our bodies; but the inner man is the grasp you have of Gods mind for you. Christ is the model Man. 
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    OUR OUTLOOK (WJH 17)

    Colossians 3: 1-4

    There are two things, dear brethren, that have been impressed upon me of late  one is the first word that is said in connection with the coming of the Holy Ghost, that is, that there was a sound from heaven. The first feature of the presence of the Spirit of God in Christianity is said to be a sound from heaven; and the other thing that has been on my mind is that Noah was told to make a window above in the Ark, which I think indicates that Gods thought for His people as passing through and being delivered from the sin and corruption and darkness through which we pass; is that our outlook should be above. The first would indicate that one great object of the Spirit of Gods presence in the Church is to bring to us the report, the sound, of that which is in heaven, the sound from heaven. There are other great and wonderful features referred to afterwards. It says, Suddenly there came a sound from heaven. I believe the thought of God is that His people here today should have communications, knowledge, and enjoyment of that which is in heaven, and that God would have the outlook of His people above. The window was to be above. One feels, dear brethren, 

    that the great object of the enemy is to divert the saints from the thoughts of God. He uses many, many things. I suppose if one speaks from ones own experience, the first great question which arises in the history of the believer as desiring to lay hold of Gods thoughts stands connected with our bodies. The condition of a mans body is described in the Epistle to the Romans. What a description it is! Various members are referred to  the throat, the lips, the mouth, the feet, the heart, the mind. The body was in such a condition that it is said of some that God gave them up. But when God comes in in His grace through the Gospel, and picks us up for Himself, there arises the conflict in the soul as to whether the body is to be continued as a servant of sin or whether it is to be held for God. I do not think anyone is free to pass any further, or move any further, in laying hold of what God has in His mind until that matter is faced. Is my body held as a servant of sin, or are the members instruments of righteousness? The end of Romans is that the body is presented as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. The power for it is that first of all the heart has been brought into attachment with Christ. The man in Romans 7 says, Who shall deliver ... death? He goes on, I thank God ...  He has learned that attachment to Christ can deliver him from the body of this death. He gets light as to the immense value of the Holy Spirit as the power to be here, and the righteous requirements of the law are met, and the consequence is that the body is held for God. 

    One sees great numbers of young people at the meetings, and I am sure, dear brethren, that the great exercises of the epistle to the Romans lie as a doorway into further blessing, if we only face them. The Lord would challenge those of us who are young, particularly as to whether we have faced that great question as to what we are doing with our bodies. 

    Well, then, it may be that in some measure we have learned a little of that, and then we come to another great test, and that is the world. That is what the apostle brings forward in Corinthians. It is not the world on the lines of its lust and overt wickedness, but the world as the system of human pride and glory, and the enemy would introduce the glamour and greatness of the world to keep back the people of God from laying hold of what God has in His mind. What the apostle brings forward to meet that is the Cross. He says, By which the world is crucified to me ...  It is a remarkable statement  the world is crucified to me! He says the world in its shame and exposure and dishonour through the Cross of Christ is crucified to me (Galatians 6: 14). He lives in the light of the crucifixion of Christ; he sees the world of wisdom and glory in its true character. I think it is remarkable in the four gospels that they all speak of the place where the Lord Jesus was crucified as the place of a skull, which means it is the end of mans wisdom. If you look at a skull, you will observe that it is the end of the intelligence, the glory, the wisdom of man. That is what the Cross is. The fact that the wisdom of this world should crucify the Lord of glory is the exposure of the worthlessness of mans glory and pride and wisdom. The apostle says it is crucified to me, so that the heart is liberated from the sphere of mans glory and mans pride. 

    Then, dear brethren, there is something else the enemy would use, and perhaps in our day it is the greatest trouble  the earth! That is in Colossians. Set your affections ... above. Set your minds on things above, not on things of the earth. The earth would occupy the hearts of the saints as the absorbing object behind which Satan is working in order that we shall be diverted from the thoughts of God. One speaks, I trust, with some sense of the reality of this test. It is everywhere with us today as to whether the things of this earth are the things for which we are living and upon which our minds are set, or whether they are set on things above. It was the desire to say something as to what is above that was before me tonight. Seek the things which are above where Christ sits on the right hand of God. It challenges ones heart as to what we know of what is above, of the things above. What are they? What do we know of them? It is as our affections and our minds are engaged with those things beyond, that we shall be preserved from living in the things of the earth. First of all I would like to say a word as to the God who is above, in heaven. It says God is in heaven. But to us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in Him (1 Corinthians 8: 6). What an object there is for our hearts and minds in seeking God, the Father, who is in heaven! I do not mean in the physical sense; but He is above in every sense. He is above mans world, above mans wickedness, above mans weakness. He is above. Unto us there is one God, the Father. The Spirit of God is calling attention to features of the Father for the enjoyment and appropriation of our hearts. He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. As the Father, He is the source. He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul says, For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3: 14). That means, as I understand it, that everything that came out in the Lord Jesus Christ had its source in the Father. What an object! How earthly things look small as we think of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of everything. 

    Then it says, He is the Father of glory; everything that is glorious, that is really great, dear brethren, has the Father as its source. Do we want to have regard to what is really great and glorious? The Father of glory is set before us. We are told, In heaven they do always behold the face of My Father. He is above. He is there as an object for minds and hearts  the Father of glory. Another blessed feature to engage us is the Father of compassions. The blessed source of compassion is above. He is there to engage us as an object for our hearts and minds. But then the Lord Jesus Himself is there. He is above. He has gone into heaven. Christianity began with men gazing up into heaven. I do not think that passage, Why stand ye gazing into heaven? is a rebuke. I think it is a right attitude for Christians. This same Jesus who has gone into heaven, I think indicates that He is there personally. Jesus is His personal name, not His official title, but His personal name by which He is known to every heart. We are told Jesus loved Martha. Martha had the personal sense of the love of Jesus. Jesus is personally in heaven. If we only realised it more, the claims of the earth would become insignificant. The earth as an object would fail if we realised more that Jesus personally is in heaven. This same Jesus has gone into heaven. He is there, too, as Saviour. We look for a Saviour. The Saviour is there. He has saved us and will save us even to the extent of the changing our bodies of humiliation, and fashioning them like His glorious body. 

    Then I wanted to say a little more as to other features of the Lord as in heaven. He is there as Head. As we read in the epistle to the Colossians, where Christ is. As Christ He is the Head for the whole universe, for every man. Think of it  every man! If they will seek Him, He is available to every man. He is a Head great enough to sustain and control and influence the whole Church. But He is above; so that Christ is the One in whom all that is pleasing to God resides. As Christ, He is Head. He is not here; He is in heaven  Where Christ is. Then He is there as Priest. He has gone into heaven itself. He has not gone into the holy places made with hands, but into heaven itself. He is the great Priest of the people of God, whether to support us in our weakness or in relation to God, He is above. So that, dear brethren, if the Lord help us, and He would help us, we should seek what is above, not what is on the earth. We are told to seek the things which are above; not only the God and Father known in His various characteristics, and the Lord Jesus in His many offices as well as Himself personally, but we are told to seek the things which are above. 

    There is a vast range of things which are above which are to be sought, and as we seek them we will find we are saved from the dominion of the earth. If we live in relation to the earth, you will find we will soon come under Satanic influence  earthly, sensual, devilish. What will save us from being earth-dwellers is seeking the things above. I wanted to draw attention to a few of them; the vast things that surround the Lord Jesus Christ, where Christ is. Scripture tells us to get a glimpse of what is above. James tells us of the wisdom that is from above. There is other wisdom that is marked by strife and envy and all kinds of evil. There is a vast amount of wisdom which is to be sought, and the Word tells us it is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. That kind of wisdom is in store above in heaven. I know it is in Christ, but the Word says it is above and to be sought. We need it today. The spirit of strife and envy is abundant throughout this world, but what the saints need is the wisdom from above, which is to be sought. Wisdom is resource, and with such wisdom we can meet every situation. If we had a supply of that wisdom, all those other features would follow, and the worst situation that would arise would be met. So that we are to seek it. 

    Then there is a citizenship for us above. Have we a sense of the greatness of that? Citizens rights in heaven! How it would save us from citizenship of this world! How the cities of this world would look small if we took account of the heavenly city! Scripture speaks of the heavenly Jerusalem  Jerusalem above, and we have a citizenship there. Every saint of God has a citizenship in heaven which saves him effectively  as it is sought, it saves him from the citizenship of earth. What a city! It has the glory of God. It is an amazing expression to be connected with that which is created. The holy city, heavenly Jerusalem, descending out of heaven, having the glory of God! No human lips, no human pen could pen such a thing  having the glory of God. Other cities have the glory of founders or countries where they are. What are they? What is the glory of Melbourne compared with the glory of God? The outshining glory of what God is! What are its features? One of the greatest is there is nothing whatever of darkness there. Transparency is probably the greatest feature of the city. Its shining is most precious  clear as crystal. Its light that emanates from it is as clear as crystal. Its walls are of jasper, and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. The whole city is pure. Its river was a pure river of water of life  clear as crystal. Every influence from that city is undefiled by the dark influences that belong to this world, which every city of this world is tainted with to a greater or lesser degree. But in that city the throne of God and of the Lamb are found. God and the Lamb  that blessed One who suffered. His throne is established in that city. It says, I saw no temple therein, for God and the Lamb are the temple thereof. God and the Lamb are immediately and directly there. They are not there in the shrine, not in any intermediate way, but there as the temple themselves. We have a citizenship in that city which is above. Our citizenship is in heaven. Let us seek as one of the things which are above to know the blessedness of citizenship in that city. 

    There are other things that one can suggest. Peter tells us that we have an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled which fades not away. An inheritance which is incorruptible, that cannot be taken away; not only that it is not corrupted, but it cannot be corrupted or defiled, and that can never disappear, or fade away. Dear brethren, what an inheritance! What are the inheritances of the earth compared with the inheritance that is reserved in heaven. In the mind of God there is an inheritance reserved in heaven, and it is to be sought. Seek the things which are above. Some of us were speaking just now of a man that had an inheritance left him that would enable him to do everything on this earth, but life was worthless to him. But there is an inheritance that is ours, which is ours for the seeking. It is reserved in heaven. What is it? The greatest feature of it is that in the enjoyment of it we are conformed to the image, of His Son. That is, we are to correspond to Christ as the Son of God. We are to have in that inheritance a place of sonship before the Father. The liberty, the joy, the holy affections, the blessed service that belongs to sons! Our tiny minds and hearts know little of it. We see it in Christ, the deliverer of our souls. The One who as a Blessed Man could look up and say Father without a shade or shadow of distance, with all the liberty of holy relationship. That is what I believe is the climax of that inheritance reserved in heaven. It is to be known now. If we seek it we shall taste it. In the power of the Holy Ghost we shall enjoy our inheritance. There are many other things we cannot speak of. The temple of God is there; the ark of the covenant is seen in the temple. What a range of thoughts for our minds and hearts! Christ as the Ark of the Covenant! The blessed Vessel was seen there, is to be seen there! One other thing  we know that the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness. The execution of it is future  but it is there, and as we seek what is above, we have the knowledge of it though we will never be the objects of it. I can understand that as Noah and his family moved through the waters, the outlook was above. They would be sensible of the wrath of God, conscious of His judgment on unrighteousness; but their outlook was above. 

    One desires to suggest these thoughts that the Lord may use to help to save us from the things of the earth. They are the snares. One is conscious that the things on the earth are the snares, and they are used to divert our hearts and minds from the things above; but let us have a glimpse of the great realm of things which find their centre in God, and in the Lord Jesus Christ, in the Ark of His covenant, and all the things which are above, and we shall then be preserved in our minds. One would call attention to the importance of the minds. Set your minds on things above. How much we are affected by that which occupies our minds. I know the heart has an immense place, but the mind has a great place also. Set your minds on things above. There is that which is above, which is worthy, dear brethren, that our minds should be occupied with and controlled by, and as that is so I am sure we shall find that the Lord preserves us from the dominion of that which is on earth. 
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    CHRISTS FEELINGS TOWARDS THE SAINTS EXPRESSED IN PAUL (AJG 1)

    2 Corinthians 13: 11 - 14; Colossians 4: 7 - 18

    We were speaking this afternoon, dear brethren, of Joseph in relation to his brethren, and all the feelings which were found with Joseph, and I have read these scriptures as indicating, I believe, something of the feelings of Christ in regard of the saints as finding expression through Paul, because every right feeling in regard of the saints has been derived from Christ. 

    In Exodus 28 we have in Aaron clothed with the garments of glory and beauty, a type of Christ in His present position and service on high as personally sustaining the whole service of God in the assembly down here on earth. If you will remember, on the skirts of the cloak of the high priest were pomegranates and bells, the pomegranates being very suggestive of the local assemblies, each pomegranate being complete in itself and yet each setting out the idea of unity in itself. Then along with the pomegranates, suggestive of the local companies in their unity and fruitfulness under the eye of God, there were golden bells, suggesting that there is not only what is for the pleasure of God in the local companies, but also there is to be testimony, the bells undoubtedly referring to that. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians, the word of the Lord sounded out from you. The remarkable thing is that all these are presented as on the skirts of the cloak of the high priest; that is, they are all sustained and supported by the high priest personally. When you begin to think of what there is in the world today of true assembly character in all but one, at any rate, of the continents, you can understand how immense is the service of Christ in sustaining that for the pleasure of God day in and day out, and I might say night in and night out, 

    for He that keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor sleep, Psalm 121: 4. 

    Another thing to be remembered is that it is supported feelingly, for the people of God were carried on the high priests shoulders according to their birth, referring, I believe, to what the Lord Jesus is doing as interceding for every one of us individually at the present time. Romans 8: 34 states that and adds, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? All finds its answer in the intercession which the love of Christ is carrying on at the present time, and not only so, but the names of the children of Israel were borne in four rows of three on the breastplate of the High Priest, the breastplate of judgment, and the four rows of three undoubtedly allude to the four camps of three tribes each in which the people of God were set around the tabernacle; that is, it refers to the saints as committed publicly to the testimony of God in their various local settings, tribal settings, using the type, and in that setting also, not merely in the individual needs and pressures and testings of the saints, but in connection with the exercises which they have as seeking to move together in their respective localities, the saints are being borne up before God by the Lord Jesus continually on the breastplate of judgment, meaning that He has a perfect judgment as to the conditions that exist in every locality. He has a perfect knowledge of them, and a perfect judgment as to them; a judgment as to what is the cause of anything that is lacking or unsatisfactory; a judgment as to what is the need in each locality. 

    It is a great thing to have a sense, that the heart of Christ is caring for the saints, but caring for them, if I may venture to use the expression, feelingly and intelligently; that is caring for them in relation to what the thoughts of God concerning them are, and having no less desire than that there should be a complete answer to those thoughts amongst the saints. We see that in Epaphras in Colossians. He had learned from Christ, for he continued urgently in prayer that the saints at Colosse should stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. He was not content with half measures; however far they might have attained, he wanted them to go still further, and we may rest assured, dear brethren, as knowing something of the Lord Jesus, as knowing how characteristically He is devoted to the will of God, that He will not rest content until a perfect answer to Gods thoughts is found amongst His people. 

    Now, I have said that much by way of introduction, but also to impress us with this thought of the feelings of the heart of Christ, and how those feelings will find expression and reproduction in those who are near to Him. That is particularly seen in Paul, for I have no doubt Paul stands out head and shoulders above anyone else in this matter of feeling for the saints. He says in 2 Corinthians, the crowd of cares pressing on me daily, the burden of all the assemblies, and at the same time it was not limited to the state of the assemblies, but his interest in the saints was individual as well; so he says further, Who is stumbled, and I burn not? If he heard of one stumbled soul, one young brother or sister it might be, who was stumbled, his heart burned at the thought of it, his spiritual indignation, so to speak, was awakened as he heard of even one soul amongst the saints being stumbled. So if Paul could be marked by similar feelings, there is no reason why we should not be also, in our measure. I do not think it was exactly apostolic, although no doubt his position as apostle largely contributed to it, but feelings of this kind are not a matter of gift, they are a matter of being near to the Lord, and of getting an impression in nearness to Christ of what His own feelings are in regard of the saints. So the apostle, as concluding his second letter to the Corinthians says, For the rest, brethren, rejoice. That is his final word to us. The Corinthian epistle, as we know, deals with the saints in their local settings as committed in the locality where they live to the testimony of God; whereas the Colossian saints are viewed in connection with heavenly truth, the universal setting of the assembly, and in both settings we get the apostles feelings in regard of the saints coming out in these verses we have read. 

    In writing to the Corinthians, Paul had addressed them in both epistles as the assembly of God which is in Corinth. Brethren will, I am sure, understand that in nothing I am saying am I assuming that the saints in this place, or anywhere else, moving together in the truth, claim to be the assembly of God, or can claim to be that. That would be presumption, because we represent only a fraction of the whole number of saints that there are, but in the mercy of God we have been delivered from captivity; for the church as a whole is in captivity to the world, but we are living in days in which God has wrought to deliver some of His people from captivity, and we are among those set free, that is our position. Just as in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, those who came up from captivity were enabled of God to build the house and to set up the service of God in it; and to build the wall and dedicate it with the gates proper to it, so in this our day those saints who have been set free from what is contrary to God, are in a position, if they will go on with the Lord and with the Spirit, and govern themselves by the truth that relates to the assembly; to enjoy every feature of the truth, although it be only in outward smallness and weakness. Therefore we may take up humbly the thoughts of God regarding the assembly; and, indeed, dear brethren, if we do not, we are unrighteous, for there is no other truth than the truth of the assembly that can possibly regulate saints going on together. It is a matter of positive righteousness as we seek to go on together to regulate ourselves by the light that governs the assembly. 

    Having said that, I return to what I was saying, that the apostle addressed both his epistles to the Corinthians to the assembly of God which is in Corinth. That is something to rejoice in, dear brethren; he says, For the rest, brethren, rejoice, the idea being that at Blenheim, or any place you like to name, where any saints are available as delivered from what is opposed to the truth, there should be in that place something that answers to the thought of Gods assembly. There should be a vessel in the place which the Lord claims as His own, My assembly, and which He is prepared to sustain provided the conditions necessary are there; and in spite of all the evil that is around, in the very presence of it, that there should be what is available under the hand of Christ to maintain the service of God for His pleasure, and to maintain in the midst of the evil around a true light as to God, light as to His holiness and faithfulness, in unity amongst ourselves, and with the ability to deal with evil, if it should show itself, in a way according to God. All these things are features of glory, things that properly belong to the assembly of God, and it is a matter to rejoice in, dear brethren, that it is open to us to have our part in these great things. The time for it will soon be gone, the opportunity will soon be past. The days of our receiving up are near, and therefore the urgent need that we should all be of one mind, to provide under the hand of the Lord the conditions in which He can maintain the service of God and a true testimony to His name. 

    So the apostle says, For the rest, brethren, rejoice. In each epistle he had linked a brother with himself, Sosthenes in the first epistle, and Timotheus in the second, in each case calling him the brother. That is, these two elements are always necessary if there is to be a prosperous condition of things in a local company. There must be what is authoritative on the one hand, not in the assertion of authority on the part of one not having it, but authoritative in the sense of the apostles doctrine, and what is brotherly on the other. So he says, For the rest, brethren, rejoice; be perfected; be encouraged; be of one mind; be at peace. There is only one mind that is properly characteristic of the assembly, dear brethren. The apostle develops it in Philippians. He presents it in a most exalted form in Philippians 2, saying, Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondmans form, taking his place in the likeness of men. No reputation! and a bondman! What a mind to shine out in one who is God, yet did not claim for Himself the glory and dignity proper to Deity, but took a bondmans form. It is possible that this mind should be in us. You will remember how Abigail was attracted by the light of Gods anointed as found here in wilderness conditions, and how David sent a message to her that he wished her to become his wife. That is exactly what the Lord would say to us. He is here in testimony in wilderness conditions and He wants His assembly to be thoroughly united to Him in one mind and one thought; and Abigail said, Let thy handmaid be a bondwoman to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. She was, so to speak, of one mind with Christ who became a bondman, who assumed that form. She says, All I want, my greatest aspiration, is to be a bondwoman to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. That is the spirit in which things will prosper in any local company. How that will develop mutuality, and affection, and consideration for one another, just one or two moving in that spirit, with no other thought before them. And so she became united to David. So the apostle says, Be of one mind, be at peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 

    Then he says, Salute one another. He is concerned about mutual feelings among the brethren. Salute one another with a holy kiss. It is a salutation that is to be holy. One is not suggesting that it be taken up literally in an actual kiss, but whatever form the greeting may take, whether kiss or handshake, greet one another with it in holiness. Let love be expressed in the salutation. Salute one another with a holy kiss. All the saints salute you, that is, the saints at the place from which he was writing. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. So he brings in the whole Godhead, beginning with the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is, I believe, a subduing influence. It is a remarkable thing that he should not begin with God. One would have thought that as he was going to bring in the activity of the Godhead, he would have begun with God, but he begins with the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a subduing influence. You will remember how the dew comes down from heaven, even Nebuchadnezzar was bathed with the dew of heaven. There was that subduing influence, so to speak, interwoven with Gods governmental ways with that man. His body was bathed with the dew of heaven till seven times had passed over him. And so the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is a kind of subduing influence. 

    The apostle says in this epistle, Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he being, rich; became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched, 2 Corinthians 8: 9. All that is to be carried in our minds. The apostle, with great feeling, as one expressive of this grace, brings it to bear upon us. You will remember how he appeals to them, saying in the first epistle, For if ye should have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the glad tidings. I entreat you therefore, be my imitators, 1 Corinthians 4: 15. How the feelings of Paul come out in that way as expressive of the feelings of Christ! I entreat you therefore, be my imitators. He says in that same passage, Railed at we bless; persecuted, we suffer it; insulted, we entreat; we are become as the offscouring of the world, the refuse of all, until now. That is what he brings to bear upon the Corinthians, so that they might have before them in himself the pattern of true Christianity, and in order that it might be strengthened, he sends Timotheus, who, he says, is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who shall put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ, according as I teach everywhere in every assembly, 1 Corinthians 4: 17. It is a most important thing that the assembly is to be according to one pattern. Paul, like Moses coming down from the mountain with the pattern of the tabernacle, had the pattern in his mind before ministering and before coming to Corinth. He had the whole plan as a wise architect and he laid the foundation. A builder does not start to build until he has the plan. The plan is first drawn up, and then the work proceeds according to the plan, and Paul had the whole plan of the assembly as God had it in His mind; and not only did he minister the truth but he exemplified it in his ways as they are in Christ, as he says, according as I teach everywhere in every assembly. Every assembly was intended to take on the same pattern of ways as they are in Christ. He sent Timotheus into their midst as one who, by his own ways, would remind them of Pauls ways as they are in Christ. 

    Then he brings in the love of God. The love of God is like a rock, it stands true in everything and sure for ever. Nothing can separate us from the love of God. Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, Romans 8: 38, 39. It is a kind of home we can all retire into. The world knows nothing of it. It belongs to the saints. The very thought of it should draw us together, and it does so, to think we have part together in these things that the world knows nothing of. And the communion of the Holy Spirit. We know something of the blessedness of that at a reading meeting when the Lord helps us; we are conscious of the communion of the Holy Spirit, we partaking together happily in the things of the Spirit. The Spirit is operating and making divine things real and living amongst us, and we are partaking in it, and we are to increase in that more and more, it is proper to the assembly. The apostle says, The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. These are his feelings as expressed toward the Corinthians and toward us all in the local settings in which we are as in the presence of hades gates. All these resources are available to us so that we may be rejoicing, may be of one mind, and live in peace; and we shall find that God, known as the God of love and peace, will be with us. 

    When we come to Colossians, the apostle is writing to the saints not viewed exactly as in a local setting, 

    but more as holy and faithful brethren in Christ who were marked by faith in Christ Jesus and love towards all the saints, and he introduces one after another, all marked by different spiritual features, for their encouragement. He says, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-bondman in the Lord, will make known to you all that concerns me; whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that he might know your state, and that he might encourage your hearts. He is sent to them for the purpose, primarily, that he should declare to them all that concerned Paul. All this is most interesting, as showing the mutual feelings subsisting between the apostle and the saints; that he counted upon them to be interested to hear about him, and he on his part would be most interested to hear about them. So he sends Tychicus to them, whom he commends to them as a beloved brother and faithful minister, one prepared to do anything in the service, a fellow-bondman in the Lord. How beautiful all these things are. It is a great stimulus to us, dear brethren, to be able to take account of the work of God in one another, and specially to see it in a wider way than what is merely local. By all means let us know and value one another locally. That is an important feature in binding us together; in fact I know of no other way to esteem others better than ourselves than by concentrating our attention on the work of God in each other. It is the only way to do it. We may look on someone and say, that sister is a great deal more patient than I am; and another brother is a great deal more faithful in testimony among men than I am; and someone else is more devoted than I am. You feel these things as you look on one another and take account of the work of God in them. Paul says in Philippians 2: 3, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves. 

    This is a most important element if we are to go on happily and unitedly, and the secret of it is to fix our attention on the work of God in one another, and if need be, to ask the Lord to open our eyes to see it. Paul speaks in this beautiful way of Tychicus. Tychicus seems, from this epistle to the Colossians and also the epistle to the Ephesians, to be one particularly near to the apostle, able to show the Colossians how Paul was getting on. And he would also ascertain for the apostles information, how the Colossians were getting on, and further he would encourage their hearts. 

    Then Paul brings in Onesimus, whom he calls, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. You can see how Paul is fixing his eyes on the work of God in one and another. Onesimus, the runaway slave of Philemon had been converted and brought into touch with Paul while he was in bonds at Rome, and became converted. He belonged to Colosse, we may assume that Philemon lived at Colosse by comparing this with the epistle to Philemon. There seems to be no doubt that the two epistles were written at the same time and conveyed at the same time, probably by Onesimus himself. So Paul says, Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. He had not been that when the Colossians last saw him, but now he was to return to them as a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. He would evidence amongst them the work of God who had taken up one from their very midst and converted him. We know how cheering it is when the work of God in an unlikely person in our midst comes to light in an unlikely way; how encouraging and stimulating it is to the hearts of the saints. Paul is not only ministering the truth, but bringing things to the notice of the brethren that will all help to stimulate their interest in divine things, and link them on in their affections with the work of God outside their own locality as well as in it. 

    Then he says, Aristarchus my fellow-captive. That is another commendation, suffering for the truths sake with Paul. That is a great commendation. And Mark, Barnabas cousin, concerning whom ye have received orders, if he come to you, receive him. He is an evidence of recovering grace. Onesimus is expressive of the grace in the gospel to pick up an unlikely person and set him amongst the brethren, making him a faithful and beloved brother. Now, Mark, sisters son to Barnabas, is evidence of recovering grace. If he come to you, receive him, and Jesus called Justus ... . These are the only fellow-workers for the kingdom of God who have been a consolation to me. It is a good thing, beloved brethren, to fix our eye on the features of the work of God in one another, and on what God is doing, not only in our own locality, but in every locality. It all helps to stimulate interest in what is going forward, and what is going forward is the truth of the assembly in all its features, and we are here for that very thing and for nothing else. When Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, the Lord said, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee but my Father who is in the heavens, Matthew 16: 17. That is that God had wrought in Peters soul and given him light as to Christ. So the Lord tells him he was blessed by reason of that fact, and that is true of everyone here. It may be that there are plenty of people we know who have no light in their souls as to Christ, and no appreciation of Him. How is it then that we have? Simply because God has operated sovereignly, and thus we can take account of ourselves as blessed, and rejoice in it. Why has He done it? After the Lord said that to Peter, He said, I also, I say unto thee that thou art Peter. That is to say you are a stone. God has not wrought in you in order that you should fritter your time away in the transient things of this life, but that you should fulfil your responsibility in relation to the assembly. That is what the Lord said to Peter, and that is what everyone is to understand, that the sole reason we are here is to fill out our place in the assembly of God. 

    So the apostle brings forward these different features for their encouragement and joy. And Jesus called Justus. I suppose he was one outstandingly known as righteous in all his ways, so he is surnamed Justus. We all should be righteous, but some are outstandingly so, they have that reputation publicly, a very good feature. So it says, who are of the circumcision. These are the only fellow-workers for the kingdom of God who have been a consolation to me. Then he comes down to a local brother. Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. You might say Epaphras had a high standard before him, and he had, dear brethren, and the Lord has a high standard before Him, and God has a high standard before Him, and God is going to reach it. Let us be with Him in it. This can be filled out by anyone in any locality. Epaphras was a local brother, one of you, not exactly brought forward as an outstanding gift although a servant of Christ, and in the first chapter spoken of as a faithful minister of Christ and a beloved fellow-bondman, but what characterised him was his earnest prayer for the saints in his own locality that they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. What is the reason for telling us this? Is it to no purpose? If I know that one brother or sister in my locality is constantly day and night praying fervently that we in that locality might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, is it not intended that it should start an inquiry on my part as to what the will of God is for the saints, and what it means, to stand perfect and complete in it? That is what is intended, that we should have our faces in the one direction with nothing else before us than what is perfect and complete according to all the will of God. That involves every feature of the truth of the assembly. That is the will of God for the present moment. Then he brings in Luke. Luke, the beloved physician, salutes you. He is one whose influence would be healing, binding, a comforting influence, a brother who always kept himself out of sight, always in the background, content to be one of the we that we hear of in Acts; hiding himself behind Paul and his company, but going along with Paul and supporting him to the last, as it says in 2 Timothy, Luke alone is with me. He goes right through with Paul to the very end. Luke, the beloved physician, Paul says, salutes you, and Demas. It is most sorrowful the way he says and Demas. He has nothing to say about him. Not long afterwards he writes about Demas and says, Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, 2 Timothy 4: 10. Paul had to say that not long after he wrote this epistle. Here, we might safely say, Paul was sensing something of that sort, and so he says, and Demas. He wanted to be included in the salutation and Paul includes him, but says nothing about him. It would be with sorrowful feelings that Paul added, and Demas. There are sensibilities amongst the saints, the spiritual discerns all things, and he is discerned of no one, 1 Corinthians 2: 15. You can almost sense the feeling of sorrow that the apostle Paul had as he just said and Demas. 

    Then Salute the brethren in Laodicea, and Nymphas, 

    and the assembly which is in his house ... . And say to Archippus. First of all they are to see that this epistle is read at Laodicea, and the epistle to be sent from Laodicea is to be read at Colosse, showing the importance of inter-communication and of seeing that anything of spiritual value is passed on and circulated and shared. Pass on this epistle to Laodicea and see that you read the one from Laodicea. Then he says, Say to Archippus, take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it. It says in Ephesians 4: 7, To each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ. Everyone has received something whatever it is; whatever we are fitted for in relation to the testimony, take heed that we fulfil it. It would seem that Archippus had received definite gift, and the brethren were to use their influence to urge him not to fail in his responsibility regarding it. 

    The salutation by the hand of me, Paul. Remember my bonds. There is this touching appeal for sympathy and affection on the part of the saints with Paul, and all that he stands for, and he stands for the truth of the assembly in relation to Christ and in relation to God, and all that enters into it. Paul stands for that, and he wants us to be thoroughly sympathetic with the heavenly truth that he ministered. I have called attention to these two passages simply as illustrative, I believe, of the feelings of Christ toward us as reflected in Paul. May we be stimulated to answer to His desires for us, for His names sake. 
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    THE SUBSTANTIAL CHARACTER OF CHRISTIANITY (AJG 6)

    1 Thessalonians 2: 5 - 12; Colossians 4: 7 - 14; Philemon 8 - 19

    A. J. Gardiner What I desire to speak about is the substantial character of Christianity, that it is not merely a system of doctrine but it is something very concrete and substantial and is to be seen in the saints. That is why I have read these scriptures, because they will be found, I think, to indicate substantial features of the work of God appearing in one and another. 

    We have been speaking this morning and this afternoon of the way God is known as He has come out in wonderful revelation, having constituted what we speak of as the economy, God being known in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and the more we contemplate the economy, and the movements and services of the respective Persons of the Godhead, the more we are impressed with love, and that is what we might expect, for God is love, and the economy is simply the way that God has devised to bring His love in a tangible way to His creature, man, and to secure man in conditions of holy love before Him for ever, not merely in the blessing that a great benefactor might bestow on someone whom he regards as needy but in circumstances of the greatest conceivable nearness and in the liberty and affection which God has been pleased to devise for man; but in thus being made known, He having come into the light, He has in mind that we should be formed by the light in which He is thus revealed. 

    The great result of it, from one standpoint, will be seen in the holy city as it comes down out of heaven from God (Revelation 21); it will be marked by great substantiality, immense substance. The book of Revelation is a book of figures, it is not intended to be taken literally, but we are told in that book that the length of the city and the breadth of it and the height of it are each twelve thousand stadia, and if the Spirit of God gives us measurements, while He does not expect us to be literal in our thoughts, or unduly mathematical, yet He does give us these measurements in order that we may pay attention to them and so be impressed with immensity of substance, and anyone who takes the trouble to work out what the measurement of the city is according to these details given us will arrive at it that it is something over three thousand million cubic miles. I only mention that, not, as I say, to engage you with things in a literal way, but that the Spirit of God intends us to be impressed with immensity of substance formed in the saints as the result of the revelation of God in the way in which He has come out, so that there should be a vessel, as it comes down out of heaven from God, capable of exercising divine influence upon the whole universe. In all its influence, in all its movements, in all its actings, it will be an impression of God that is left. Now that is not to be a mere abstract idea before our minds for the formation of it is going on now and each of us is a necessary part of it. The formation has to go on in our own souls, and it is to come out in that which is substantially formed in every one of us, so that, as our eyes are opened to see what God is effecting by means of the light in which He has come out in revelation, we can see in the saints what is of God and rejoice to see it as it comes out in its various features and activities. 

    In that way Christianity becomes extraordinarily interesting. It is not, as I say, merely a matter of doctrine, of teaching, though sound doctrine is essential, but it is a matter of what is substantial and real seen in the saints. God is unseen. Thank God, we shall see Christ. We have not yet seen Him, but we shall see Him, and He is the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1: 15) but, save through Christ, we cannot see God. He remains the invisible God, but known to us blessedly and perfectly in the Mediator, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2: 5), whom, having not seen, ye love (1 Peter 1: 8), but whom we shall see face to face; but still, as I say, the effect of the revelation of God may be seen and is to be seen concretely in the saints. 

    Well now, in reading this passage in the first epistle to the Thessalonians, I wanted to point out, first of all, how Paul himself is formed by the knowledge of God, and then in the other passages how others are brought out as all of them setting forth certain features of this formative work which the blessed God is carrying on. Paul says in writing to the Thessalonians, we have not at any time been among you with flattering discourse, even as ye know, nor with a pretext for covetousness, God is witness; nor seeking glory from men, 1 Thessalonians 2: 5, 6. He begins with that which is negative and moral. He is going to lead on to that which is positive, how he was formed in love, but he begins first of all with that which is negative and moral, and he says that they had not been among them at any time with flattering discourse. That is an important matter, for God is light, and in him is no darkness at all, 1 John 1: 5. 

    The more we have to do with God, the more we have things exactly as they are, and desire to have them exactly as they are, and we do not resort to flattery. Flattery is a most dangerous thing, and a most unholy thing in the things of God. Elihu said, I know not how to flatter; my maker would soon take me away, Job 32: 22. There is a danger sometimes of flattery amongst us, and that would be corrected by the knowledge of God, by our keeping ourselves in the light in which God has come out, for He refuses all that is unreal. He does not go in for anything that is extravagant. He loves truth. He is the God of truth. Paul was formed by the knowledge that he had of God, and says they had not used among the Thessalonians flattering discourse, nor a pretext for covetousness. How important all this is, especially for those who serve, that they should be watchful that the element of covetousness does not enter into their service. It can easily come in, but it is corrected by the knowledge of God. Flattery is one of the things found in the world on every hand, and covetousness is also found in the world on every hand, and the light in which God has come out in Christ is the great antidote to these things, and Paul called God to witness to the Thessalonians that in his own movements amongst them he had been entirely free from anything of the element of flattery and from anything of the element of covetousness, and further he says he had not been among them as seeking glory from men. We know that the Lord was here perfectly as not seeking glory. He says Himself, I seek not mine own glory (John 8: 50), and indeed He says most solemnly on one occasion, How can ye believe, who receive glory one of another, and seek not the glory which comes from God alone? (John 5: 44). The element of seeking glory one of another acts as a hindrance to believing the truth. 

    Well now, I do not want to dwell unduly on these three features, but only to point out that the apostle brings them in first as moral elements that are all around us in the world and may tend to mark any one of us, but from which he was delivered by the light that he had of the blessed God. But now he says further, we might have been a charge as Christs apostles; but have been gentle in the midst of you, as a nurse would cherish her own children. Thus, yearning over you, ...  (1 Thessalonians 1: 7, 8). I believe in the verses that follow, beginning at this point, we have an allusion to the way the apostle was impressed, first, with the Holy Spirit, then with Christ, and then with the Father. He speaks of these tender feelings that marked him, as a nurse her own children - maternal feelings, yearning over them. I believe he has in his mind the impression he had of the wonderful feelings that have come into evidence in the Person of the Spirit of God here. We know that from the very outset the Spirit of God hovered over the face of the waters, bringing into evidence at the very beginning the feelings that were in the heart of God. But now, what feeling there is with the Holy Spirit of God, as He has taken up His abode in us and is constantly watching to see how we are getting on. If He finds some of us tending to be neglectful of what God is saying, the Spirit of God will say, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. That is, He will appeal. He is watching over us, you might say, if I may use the expression reverently, with maternal feelings, desiring that there should be formation going on in an unhindered way in the souls of Gods people, and therefore He is yearning over us. He appeals, Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption, Ephesians 4: 30. If the Spirit of God sees - I am alluding to the way He is presented in the epistle to the Hebrews - that the saints need establishing, that they are not fully established in grace. He will bring in the testimony of the Old Testament and remind us how it applies in a full way at the present time, saying Their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more, Hebrews 10: 17. That is, the Spirit of God is watching and yearning. I think we may rightly say He is yearning. We want to get an impression of the feelings of the Holy Spirit, and the few allusions to Him in the epistle to the Hebrews are full of instruction in that way, as showing how He is watching over the state of the saints and would bring in what is needed at the moment. And how patient He has been for nearly 2000 years. One marvels at the way the Spirit of God has gone on patiently and undeterred all these years. He is now beginning to get the honour that is due to Him, beginning to get an increasing place with us, and the more place He gets with us the more it will develop holy sensitiveness and watchfulness on our part and at the same time holy liberty with the blessed God; but all this is the result of the Spirits own patient work towards us, and I believe we may rightly say He is yearning over the saints. 

    Paul had taken on the character of a nursing mother, a remarkable thing, that the same kind of feelings and watchful care that had come into expression in the Spirit of God were now finding their counterpart in Paul himself in the way he laboured among the Thessalonian saints, but then he was also affected by what he saw in Christ, and so he goes on to say, Thus, yearning over you, we had found our delight in having imparted to you not only the glad tidings of God, but our own lives also, ...  1 Thessalonians 1: 8. That is, he had come under the impress of the love of Christ. He has laid down his life for us (1 John 3: 16), as it says. Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives. This was working out in the apostle. It was no longer a matter simply of what was stated in the scripture; it was not only a matter now even of what had come to light in Christ and the Spirit, but it was there formed substantially in Paul. The thing was taking form in a substantial way in Paul. He was taking character from the Spirit; he was taking character from Christ. The Lord has laid down His life for us; and Paul, keeping himself in the light of this wonderful revelation of divine love in the Person of the Son, was prepared to lay down his life for the Thessalonian saints. And then he goes on to say, ye remember, brethren, our labour and toil; working night and day, not to be chargeable to any one of you, we have preached to you the glad tidings of God, 1 Thessalonians 1: 9. That is, the laying down of his life for the brethren did not take form in one act and then it was done; it took form in a persevering continuance, in self-sacrificing love night and day. Well, beloved brethren, you may say that is going to involve a great deal of cost and sacrifice. That may well be, but there is no great moral value in anything that does not cost something and does not involve sacrifice. God loves sacrifice. He has come out supremely in the way of sacrifice Himself; if anyone had drawn near to the tabernacle system, if the people of God had been filling it out according to divine requirements, one thing would have impressed them more than anything else, and that was that it was a system of continual sacrifice. The odour of sacrifice was ascending to God morning and evening and all through the day, as one after another brought their offerings. There was an odour of sacrifice going up to God all the time. 

    Well, dear brethren, that is what Christianity is in its reality. Thank God, we shall not always be marked by conditions calling for sacrifice, or by suffering or anything of that kind, but love in its reality has been told out in such conditions, and it is in such conditions, calling for sacrifice, that the work of formation in us goes on. Then Paul goes on to say, Ye are witnesses, and God, how piously and righteously and blamelessly we have conducted our selves with you that believe; as ye know how, as a father his own children, we used to exhort each one of you, and comfort and testify, that ye should walk worthy of God, who calls you to his own kingdom and glory, 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12. He brings in the thought now of a father. He has been a nursing mother, and he was prepared to lay down his life for them, and now he brings in the thought of exercising the moral influence of a father, and I think we may say that he had in mind the way God has spoken as Father and the way a father deals with his children, how it says in Ephesians 5, Be ye... imitators of God, as beloved children. That is, the consciousness of being beloved children is being brought in by the Spirit of God as an incentive to take character from our Father, and so he says, Be ye ... imitators of God, as beloved children. We know what the Father is in His tender interest in His children, disciplining them if need be, but not in a harsh way, but, as it says in Hebrews 12, that we might be partakers of His holiness. That is, it is a question of love desiring to secure conditions wholly suited to itself, that there may not be a shade of distance between us and the Father. 

    I think we can see that in that which actuated the apostle in his movements at Thessalonica there is a kind of allusion to the fact that he was impressed with the way God has come out, the Spirit and the Son and the Father, each in turn having His own influence upon the apostle and affecting his outlook towards the saints. There was that which was in the apostle Paul, formed in him, that corresponded with God. 

    Well now, in Colossians 4, Paul seems to take pleasure in bringing under our notice these different brethren and the features that marked them, and so he says, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-bondman in the Lord ...  He is, first of all, a beloved brother. I suppose we could hardly have a more attractive designation of anyone than that he was a beloved brother; that is, one who was marked by the love proper to the family and beloved because of what he was. I do not think Paul is saying this in any careless way. If he says a beloved brother he means that Tychicus was beloved and rightly so, beloved because of what he was. So you will remember it says of David that all Israel and Judah loved David, 1 Samuel 18: 16. Why did they love him? Because he went out and came in before them. That is to say, all his movements were in the open. They knew what he had done for them, how he had taken his life in his hands and gone to meet the giant on their behalf - that would attract their hearts to him - but what confirmed him in the place he had in their affections was that he went out and came in before them. All his movements were in the open. He was moving simply and unaffectedly before his brethren, so that they might see there was nothing concealed or anything of that sort in his movements. You might say he was a beloved brother. But then Tychicus is also a faithful minister. That does not mean a minister in any official sense; it means one who acts or waits in service, one who is just available to do anything that needs doing - a most important thing. It is not a question of wanting to be anything outstanding, or anything of that sort; it is a question of just fitting into the structure that God is forming in the saints. He would be one who was just at hand, ready to do anything that wanted to be done, and doing it faithfully. And then he was a fellow-bondman in the Lord, thoroughly devoted to the Lords interests - a bondman. 

    I think we can see how these things are the results of our learning God in Christ. We remember how the Lord says, I am among you as he that serveth, Luke 22: 27. He does not specify any particular kind of service. He was among them in the character of the One who serves, and we were having before us this morning how He laid aside His garments and took a linen towel and began to wash the disciples feet, and to wipe them with the linen towel wherewith He was girded; John 13. He was setting them an example of serving love. What He did to them He did in love, in order that it might become formative, and that love of this character might be formed in the brethren, and then not only so, but He showed that He was wholly devoted to Gods will. There is nothing so calculated to make us devoted as the contemplation of Christ in His devotedness to Gods will, and Tychicus had taken on this three-fold character - a beloved brother, a faithful minister and a fellow-bondman in the Lord, and Paul says he will make known to you all that concerns me, Colossians 4: 7. Tychicus is a most interesting character, for we gather from this epistle and from the epistle to the Ephesians that he would seem to be a link between the apostle, on the one hand, and the Colossian or Ephesians saints on the other. He could make known to them all that concerned Paul, and then also, that he might know your state (verse 8); he would be able to bring word to Paul as to how the Colossians were getting on, as to what their real state was, and that being among them he would encourage their hearts. 

    All these things are very simple, but they represent the substantial work of God in one and another, not all formed exactly after the same pattern. It is, of course, all formed after God, as known in Christ, but then there are differences, differences in glory, star differing from star in glory; 1 Corinthians 15: 41. All are glorious, all are heavenly, yet star differing from star in glory. That is the system we are connected with, and every brother and every sister is to some extent at any rate a star, and it is a question of understanding that God is working in us what is essentially glorious, because it is a great system of glory that He is forming by the light in which He has come out in Christ. 

    And then Paul brings in Onesimus. When we come to the epistle to Philemon we learn what Onesimus history had been, but here the apostle says nothing about it. I suppose it is possible that the epistle to the Colossians and the epistle to Philemon were carried by Onesimus at the same time, but here Paul is commending Onesimus to the Colossians, the faithful and beloved brother who is one of you, Colossians 4: 9. It is the skilful and delicate way in which love moves, seen in the apostle Paul. It is beautiful to see the way love works, and how he commends this Onesimus, of whose history we hear in the epistle to Philemon, to the Colossian saints and says he is a faithful and beloved brother. He had not had long, as far as we may judge, to develop in these features, but he had developed in them, he had become beloved by the apostle Paul, and Paul actually links him with Tychicus, saying, They shall make known to you everything here, verse 9. And then he mentions others - Aristarchus, a fellow-captive, that is one who is suffering for the testimony with Paul. That has its value, the sympathy that enters into it, dear brethren, and the faithfulness too. We read of the Lord that He looked for comforters and found none. There is such a thing as finding sympathy in the exercises of the testimony, and Paul valued Aristarchus as one who was a fellow-captive. These are different features of the work of God. You can see the glory shining out as you see these different ones brought before you. We might wonder why the apostle mentions so many brethren in some of his epistles, but it is really like bringing stars in their respective glories, one by one, before our eyes, so that we may get an impression of the system of glory to which we belong. If Paul speaks of these different brethren he is not like some of our letters of commendation. He is not extravagant in his statements. He is not attaching to brethren things that do not properly belong to them. He is sober in what he says. He makes a difference between different ones. It is a great thing to be true. By all means be marked by love, and by all means look at the work of God. At the same time, bear with me for referring to it in passing, as it comes to ones mind, we want to make sure that the persons who receive the letters will get by the letters a right estimate of the person who is being commended, and not a wrong one. We want to take account of what we have written and see whether that will convey to the persons to whom the letter is written, a right appreciation, and when I say a right appreciation I mean a true and sober appreciation of the work of God in the brother or sister whom we are commending. And so, as it comes to ones mind in speaking in this way, we notice at the end of the passage read - that Paul mentions Demas, but says nothing more about him. We should note, what is said in certain cases and what is not said in certain other cases; Demas had asked to be included in these salutations, and Paul felt what Demas was. It was not long after this that Paul had to say Demas had forsaken him, having loved this present world (2 Timothy 4: 10), and no doubt Paul, with spiritual discernment, knew that the root was already there in Demas, and so he says and Demas and leaves it there. This is an example to us of truth and sobriety in the things of God, but then he mentions Mark, if he come to you, receive him (verse 10) a word of encouragement, a recovered man, and Jesus called Justus, who are of the circumcision, verse 11. These are the only fellow-workers for the kingdom of God who have been a consolation to me. That is how Paul can speak of them; they have been fellow-workers for the kingdom of God. That is to say, I have no doubt these were themselves characterised by subjection to the Holy Spirit, for that is the form the kingdom of God takes. It is the moral sway of God over the soul, and it is one of the great essentials if we are to be rightly in the assembly, that we should know something of the kingdom of God. There must be subjection to the Holy Spirit if we are to enter properly into our place in the assembly, and so the Lord in the first chapter of Acts, while assembling with the disciples, in order to get them accustomed to the idea of the assembly, spoke to them of the kingdom of God. That is a most important essential. You remember that Paul mentions that in Acts 20, how he first preached repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, and then he presented the gospel of the grace of God, bringing in, you might say, the teaching of Galatians in order that they might be thoroughly established in the sense that nothing less than sonship is in the mind of God for us, and then he goes on to say he had been among them preaching the kingdom of God. That brings in the subjective side of things, real formation by the Holy Spirit, without that we cannot enter rightly into the truth of the assembly. And so they were fellow-workers for the kingdom of God, and they had been a consolation to Paul. And now he brings in Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you. This is a local brother always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, Colossians 4: 12. What a valuable brother such would be in any locality, or a sister equally. It so happens that the passages I have read do not include any sisters; other passages do, and when it comes to a local position being supported by earnestly combating in prayer for the saints, that can easily be filled out by a sister as well as by a brother. You can see what a value such a person in any company would have, always combating earnestly for you in prayers. Satan would bring in all kinds of obstacles to hinder anyone who is minded to continue praying for the saints, but Epaphras would not allow himself to be overcome by obstacles. He would overcome, combating earnestly in prayer. 

    Sometimes it may be Satan is allowed to bring in hindrances to our spirits when we are praying, and the great thing is not to give way, to continue in prayer until the hindrance is removed. The hindrance will be removed. Of course, if there is a moral reason for the hindrance, the only way to remove it is to judge it, but sometimes the enemy may bring in pressure upon the mind or obstruction upon the spirit in order to hinder prayer, and the great thing is not to surrender to him but to go on praying, and we will find that power comes in and we get released. It is a question of combating earnestly in prayer, and no doubt Epaphras, as having the whole will of God before him, being earnest as to it, would not only have the mind of God itself before him, but would also be marked by perception as to the different movements of the enemy, the different influences that were being brought to bear upon the saints, that would hinder them from entering into those things. And so he says, Epaphras ... the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, and then he goes on to say that he labours much for you, and them in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis, verse 13. That is, he is a brother who was enlarged; he could take in two neighbouring assemblies as well. What a commendation! Upon Paul there came daily the burden of all the assemblies. Epaphras was perhaps not equal to that, but he was at any rate equal to the burden of three assemblies. Well now, that is a brother who has great value. If he were not formed after Christ he would not sacrifice himself in this way. The apostle has to say to the Philippians, all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ (Philippians 2: 21), but you may rest assured that Epaphras went to considerable sacrifice of personal comfort, and all that kind of thing, in order to make time to take on in an earnest and intelligent way this prayer for the Colossians and for those in Hierapolis and for those in Laodicea; and Paul loves to bring it forward in order that we might have this distinctive glory before our eyes and hearts. Then he speaks of Luke, the beloved physician, salutes you, verse 14. He does not tell us anything more about him, but how beloved he was! He was one who had a great appreciation of Christ, or he could never have written the gospel of Luke. He had a great appreciation of the testimony, or he could never have written the Acts of the Apostles. A brother well worthy to be beloved, the beloved physician, one who remained true to Paul right through to the end, and, I expect he served him personally as well, and Paul loves to bring him forward. 

    I am mentioning these things if only one could convey some impression of the substantiality and greatness of Christianity as seen in the saints, and that we might be concerned that the work of God should go on in each one of us unhindered, and that we might learn to appreciate one another in this light, appreciating the distinctive glories of the various stars that belong to the wonderful system to which we belong. 

    Now in closing, I want to say a word as to Philemon. Paul is writing to Philemon, and, as we know, he is writing about Onesimus, who had been Philemons slave and had apparently, so far as we can gather, run away and been brought into touch with Paul at Rome and had been converted. It is wonderful, the ways of God. It was not only going to work out for Onesimus blessing and in his being formed as a faithful and beloved brother; it was going to work out in blessing to Philemon too; and so God has this structure in mind in all that He is doing. His ways are wonderful; they all contribute to the great end to which He is working, the formation of this vessel of glory in which He Himself is to be expressed. And so Paul writes to Philemon, marked by remarkable Christian sensibilities, he says, having much boldness in Christ to enjoin thee what is fitting, for loves sake I rather exhort ... . (Philemon 8). That is, he wants to call forth love in Philemon, and so he does not enjoin but he exhorts for loves sake. He is bringing in the appeal of love in order to bring out love. Sometimes we hear people say that there is not much love in a local company, but if that is felt to be the case, why not bring it in? There is nothing like love to call forth love. Bring in a little love and you will soon find that love will be called forth. So Paul says that for loves sake, he wants to call forth love in Philemon; so he brings in love, for loves sake I rather exhort, being such a one as Paul the aged, and now also prisoner of Jesus Christ. And now he says he would have retained him, but, he says, I have wished to do nothing without thy mind, that thy good might not be as of necessity but of willingness, verse 14. These things are most touching, dear brethren. This is not doctrine, this is the practical working out of the divine nature in the saints, seen in the smallest detail - just a runaway slave and a servant of the Lord in prison, and a brother to whom he is writing; and these things are being used by God to bring out and develop the divine nature in one and another. It is a great thing to have our eyes open to what God is doing. He is doing these things in order to bring the work of God more and more into relief. So he says, Perhaps for this reason he has been separated from thee for a time, that thou mightest possess him fully for ever; not any longer as a bondman, but above a bondman, a beloved brother, specially to me, and how much rather to thee, both in the flesh and in the Lord? (verse 15, 16). And now he is considering that possibly there may be a little hard feeling in the heart of Philemon. I have no doubt Onesimus had wronged him; Philemon might think he had good cause for some measure of hard feeling against Onesimus, and Paul is determined that any such thought should be removed. He is determined that only what is of God should remain. It is to be formed in Philemon by these very circumstances, and so he says, if he have wronged thee anything or owe anything to thee, put this to my account. I Paul have written it with mine own hand; I will repay it; that I say not to thee that thou owest even thine own self also to me, verse 18, 19. You can see how he is writing in the spirit of Christ. If we have something against a brother or a sister, it is as though the Lord would say, You debit me with that. On which side will the account still remain? Paul is moving in the spirit of Christ, in order that there should be completely removed from Philemons mind or heart the slightest suspicion of any hard feeling against this brother, who had been converted but who is now to go back to Philemon as a matter of righteousness. And Philemon, on the other hand, was to receive him as a beloved brother. And so Paul says, put this to my account. I Paul have written it with mine own hand; I will repay it: that I say not to thee that thou owest even thine own self also to me. Paul was in a position to say that, but really it is the Spirit of Christ working out in Paul, and no doubt proving effective. 

    There is no doubt whatever that the result of this would be that Philemon would receive Onesimus as Paul says as a brother beloved, and the result of these ordinary and trivial circumstances, such as the world would count as of no importance at all, was that the work of God was going on. It was even developing in Paul, it was developed, no doubt, in Onesimus. Paul would insist on Onesimus going back to his master as a matter of practical righteousness. Christianity does not do away with the fulfilling of righteous obligations, but rather gives power in the Spirit to fulfil every righteous obligation; but then, on the other hand, love was to come out in Philemon; and all these things were used by God for formation. Every brother and every sister is potentially in this system a star, star differing from star in glory, and the whole thing in its completeness is shortly to come down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God, Revelation 21: 10. 

    May the Lord help us in appreciating the substantiality of Christianity, to see that we ourselves are formed by the light in which God is revealed, and that we are filling out our part in it, to the glory of the blessed God. 

  

  
    THE HEAD OF ALL PRINCIPALITY AND POWER (4) (FER 3)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE HEAD OF ALL PRINCIPALITY AND POWER (4) (FER 3)

    Colossians 4

    FERThen masters are to give that which is just and equal. 

    Verse 3: To speak the mystery of the Christ. It is a great pity that the article is omitted in our version. The Christ is the official Head, and includes the whole system which comes into reconciliation. By him to reconcile all things. The apostles idea of preaching was to preach the mystery of the Christ. The gospel preached today is a diluted gospel (I do not say adulterated). Christ is to be presented as Head of all things on the ground of redemption, and He is the centre of attraction for man; and hence, if people are attracted to Christ, they are connected with the all things. Christ has come in as Head, and man has responsibility in regard to Christ, for He is Head of every man. Man has responsibility in regard to God, but he has also responsibility in regard to Christ. The latter is the greater test. In preaching, Christ has to be presented from heaven, that is the report of the Holy Spirit. Christ has ascended up on high, that He may fill all things. Faith cometh by report, and report by the word of God. The report has come by the Holy Spirit, and the report is that Christ is Head of every man on the ground of redemption, and that therefore He is an object of attraction to men. God will take all up on the ground of redemption. 

    What about angels? 

    FERReconciliation depends upon redemption. All will be put under the Son of man, and angels will be put under Him as such. Unfallen beings like holy angels cannot enter into the sense of Gods mercy as we can. Christ can; He came under the judgement of our sins and iniquities, and therefore He is the vessel of Gods mercy to man; but unfallen angels cannot enter into that. It would be a great thing to enter into the mystery of the Christ. The only thing which will save things at this moment is the testimony of the Christ, and it has to be understood. Many people nowadays are hurried into preaching; we hear of boy preachers. What can such an one know of the mystery of the Christ? The mystery of the Christ is much more than presenting Christ as a Saviour. It is Christ in regard to all things. I do not think the testimony of the Christ is to be understood in a moment. The apostle had conflict for these Colossians to the end that they might have the riches of the full assurance of understanding. 

    At the end we get the mention of different names, Epaphras, Luke, Demas, Archippus, Onesimus, etc. Demas is not described at all  all the others are; there is some comment about every other. Demas has a cold mention, his defection may not have become apparent. The apostle was guided by the Holy Spirit. If a man has received a ministry of the Lord, he has to see that he fills it out. If a man goes about, he ought to have a sense of having a ministry from the Lord, and he ought to fulfil it. It was a recognised thing that Archippus had received a ministry. 

    The fact of our having the New Testament scriptures has not altered the ground of faith. The ground of faith is what it always was; that is the report. Who hath believed our report? So faith then is by a report, but the report by Gods word, Romans 10: 17. 

    THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
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    FEATURES WHICH BENEFIT LOCAL COMPANIES (JR 1)

    1 Corinthians 16:15-18; Colossians 4:12,13; Acts 20:28-35

    The scriptures read refer to persons in certain localities whose presence there was for the good of those localities.  It was a great advantage to Paul, in writing his first epistle to the Corinthians, to know that there was the house of Stephanas there.  Much of what he wrote was severe and there was rebuke, but it would be a comfort to him to know that there was actually in that locality a certain household which represented what was right and which represented qualities that could be taken on by others in Corinth.  Paul sent Timothy to Corinth; it was an advantage to Paul to send Timothy, here.  Timothy was the beloved and faithful child of his father, Paul.  He represented Pauls spirit and attitude; he represented the product of Pauls preaching; he represented the moral character of Paul.  It was also a great advantage to the Corinthians to have a visitor like Timothy amongst them.  In our movements amongst the brethren we ought to provide some advantage to the locality which we visit.  It would be abnormal to visit a locality and be a sorrow or a burden.  As we visit localities we should present some advantage, some encouragement, represent something that is going to help the brethren locally.  Paul also sent Titus to Corinth, and he would represent Paul too.  There would be a certain definiteness and courage with Titus.  Paul sent both Timothy and Titus there, and they would both represent their father, Paul, perhaps in different features, but both the visits would be an advantage to the locality in Corinth. 

    Great encouragement as Timothy would be, he was only a visitor.  He was just there for a time and then left again, and so was Titus, he was a visitor and he left; but the house of Stephanas was in the locality, it was part of the locality.  Paul says here, Ye know the house of Stephanas  that is conscious knowledge.  They had not regarded that house as they ought to.  Had they regarded the house of Stephanas as they ought to their behaviour would have been different.  Paul writes, I beseech you, brethren... that ye should also be subject to such.  He mentions in parenthesis, Ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service.  I suppose we are justified in thinking that this household consisted of a father, a mother and possibly young people.  We have such households in our localities.  Such an asset as the house of Stephanas in Corinth could not be calculated.  We have been speaking about Corinth and things that were going on there: there were divisions amongst them.  No doubt there were local leaders and some were saying, I am for this one and he is my man, and so on.  Here is the house of Stephanas, which Paul commends.  We need to appreciate the potentiality, dear brethren, of a household like this in our locality.  No doubt the husband and wife in that house of Stephanas would be one in outlook, one in attitude towards the truth, one in attitude in service towards their local brethren, because it says, they have devoted themselves  devoted themselves.  It is something they took on.  The note indicates that it is like an officer appointed to a regiment.  The officer has to wait until he is appointed, but this household appointed themselves for service, dedicated themselves.  This was a dedicated house in this city of Corinth where things were so difficult.  What an advantage to have a household like this!  Whether we have been householders for a long time or whether we are just starting, what a privilege to dedicate the house to the saints for service as this house was.  The parents would initiate this and then the young people, apparently, came into it because it is spoken of as one thing  the house of Stephanas.  Husband and wife, father and mother, may set out with the right idea, but, if I may address for a moment young people in a godly house, you may bring in something that is contrary, something that is not going to help, something that is not going to add to the saints for service.  How watchful we need to be!  How watchful parents need to be!  How watchful young people need to be that they are always in accord with the house as being dedicated to the saints for service!  Mr Darby in his note here corrects what he writes.  He writes: the family of Stephanas had appointed themselves to the saints for service  given themselves up to serve them, or rather given themselves up to them.  They were not devoted only to the service, but devoted to the saints for service.  That was a house in Corinth who loved the local brethren as Paul loved them.  When Paul wrote in chapter 4 about sending Timotheus, he referred to him as his beloved and faithful child (v 17), but he addresses the Corinthians as his beloved children, v 14.  He could not say about them my beloved and faithful children because they were not a faithful representation of their father, but Timothy was.  Nevertheless the Corinthians were his beloved children.  With all the faults and with all the difficulties in Corinth, apparently the house of Stephanas loved the local brethren just as Paul loved them.  It is easier, as we all know, to love brethren at a distance.  It is easier to go to a locality and love all the saints when you do not know their past history, nor what may be their faults and failings; but here was a house in Corinth who were devoted to the local saints for service.  That house was valuable and was an asset in the place.  When Paul was writing to the Corinthians it was an advantage to them to know that there was at least one house there which apparently was complete in its devotedness to the saints for service.  We do not see any indication of Stephanas being a gifted man, or a minister or a preacher.  His services in that way are not referred to; his house is referred to. 

    I would like to encourage each one of us to have our house intact for this purpose.  The enemy is always busy; he has been busy  alas!  He has been able for the moment to secure some of our young people  I say, for the moment.  The enemy never slackens, never gives up.  If Paul knew the advantage of the house of Stephanas in Corinth, you may take it that the enemy knew too, and he would endeavour somehow to corrupt that house of Stephanas in Corinth.  But apparently things were maintained there.  I would like to encourage us all to have our households devoted in this way to be a help, a stay, a support, an asset, in our localities.  Some of our localities consist of not more than one household.  Think of how much falls on such households in localities at the moment.  Such households would be on the outlook for persons to be affected by the gospel or by the truth, and for persons who have lost their way to return.  We are living in a time of recovery, of revival, of returning.  We were referring to Luke 15 to the returning younger son; he went into the far country but came to himself and returned.  The father ran, fell upon his neck and covered him with kisses before the younger son said anything, before he opened his mouth.  He had made up his mind what he would say, but before he could say anything, while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell upon his neck and covered him with kisses.  It was the father who covered the distance.  He did not wait until the younger son had come all the way, he covered the distance; and then, after he is covered with kisses, the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee.  How important it is, how obligatory upon every one of us it is to be on the outlook for persons who can be recovered! 

    In the second scripture we come to the assembly in Colosse and there is a man there called Epaphras.  Now Epaphras was a gifted man.  Epaphras is referred to as a faithful minister of Christ for you, Colossians 1:7.  Apparently he was local in Colosse, but he is a minister, he is a preacher; in fact it would appear from the first reference to him in the first chapter that some at least may have been converted through Epaphras.  They owed the fact that they were taught to Epaphras.  He was a teacher and a preacher and a minister, and he was local in Colosse.  We have a number of preachers; we are thankful for every one of them.  Epaphras would not take up the service of preaching as a mere duty.  Sometimes when a brother is asked to preach he is very reluctant, he does not really want to preach and he is glad when it is over.  That was not Epaphras.  Epaphras was set to get results from his preaching.  He was set to see the work of God progressing.  He would be earnest and urgent in it; he would be prayerful about it.  It certainly would be a duty to a preacher to preach, but it ought not to be merely a matter of duty, it ought to be a matter into which he would put his whole heart and soul.  That, no doubt, was Epaphras here.  We should be like him in the preaching.  There should be heart and soul in it; there should not just be a nominal setting out of things but there should be urgency and definiteness and we should be looking for results.  We can be formal and take up something and be glad it is over, and be glad of a little help maybe.  There needs to be more devotion to this matter: whether it is preaching or giving a word in a ministry meeting or making a contribution in a reading or any kind of service on the principle of gift, there needs to be a certain devotedness in what is undertaken.  Of course, God is sovereign and God can use anyone.  Some have been converted through women preachers; we are glad when they are converted any way, but this matter of urgency and definiteness and devotion to service of this kind is important. 

    Paul in the first reference to Epaphras speaks about the grace of God, in truth: even as ye learned from Epaphras, chap 1:6, 7.  These Colossians had come a good long way in the truth; Paul commends them as to how far they had come and, apparently, he gives some credit to Epaphras who was local amongst them.  In our localities, what is our purpose, what is our outlook?  How testing this is!  If we are looking for prominence, be assured we will clash with somebody else.  It says, Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.  What a fulness marked this man!  What a fulness in his prayers!  This fulness of purpose would colour all his activity in his own locality or wherever he was.  Paul says in chapter 2, For I would have you know what combat I have for you (v 1) and here is Epaphras in the same combat, combating earnestly for you in prayers, overcoming obstacles, set for the welfare of his brethren, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.  For I bear him witness that he labours much for you, and them in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.  That is a minister in a locality.  We should thank God for everyone who has been given some measure of gift to help the saints, but to such I would say, be in this attitude of prayer, have this purpose, this outlook that Epaphras had, that the saints might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God or, as it may be read, in every will of God.  That must involve that Epaphras himself was entirely committed to all the will of God.  He would not be able to help others into what he was not in himself.  He must, in the place, have represented something of this purpose, which was really Gods purpose for them, and certainly Pauls purpose for them. 

    Now in Acts 20 it is not a question of gift; it is a matter of eldership.  Paul sent over for the elders at Ephesus.  These were persons in the locality at Ephesus who took on responsibility.  In the time of Acts 20 such persons were appointed to exercise oversight.  They were called overseers or elders.  Now, this is a most important feature to be found in our localities.  They are not appointed today, they are not official; nevertheless the element of overseership is a very important feature to be in every locality.  Paul in this chapter speaks of himself as having been among them for three years.  He calls attention to himself as an example to these overseers.  He was a model for them and he puts it on these overseers to continue as he had been among them.  How Paul was among the saints in Ephesus is a very high level indeed, but he puts it on these overseers to continue the service he had exercised among them for three years.  They are called elders in verse 17: he called over to him the elders of the assembly at Ephesus; and they are called overseers in verse 28.  We do not have appointed official elders now, but every locality is to have the feature of elderhood and overseership.  Elders in cities are not mentioned singly in the New Testament; they are mentioned as together, persons who would carry responsibility and be concerned for the spiritual welfare of the local brethren, because overseership or eldership applies to service locally.  They are not necessarily gifted although they might be gifted persons.  They are persons who hold office and yet not officially, persons who would be answerable to God, answerable to the Lord for the welfare of their local brethren.  So Paul says Take heed therefore to yourselves.  How important that is!  Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.  That was Pauls own estimate of the assembly, Pauls own estimate of the saints at Ephesus.  It is the secret behind the activity and labours of Paul in that city.  Why did he expend himself so much?  He speaks about night and day (v 31), with all lowliness, v 19.  He speaks about teaching you publicly and in every house, v 20.  How extensive and devoted was his service!  What was the secret of Pauls service?  It was his love for the assembly of God which God has purchased with the blood of his own.  It is the level at which he viewed these saints at Ephesus and so did not spare himself in service for them.  For I know this, that there will come in amongst you after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them.  From among your own selves  from amongst these very overseers he was addressing he saw what could come in, how Satan could come in and spoil that work at Ephesus, which, of course, he did.  Paul parts with them at the end of this chapter 20.  The next they would hear from Paul would be the Ephesian letter, written from Paul in prison, containing three chapters of the glory and dignity of their calling, and three chapter of exhortation that they should walk worthy of the calling wherewith they had been called.  The next letter they received, according to the scriptural record, was by John from the Lord Himself.  The externals were still all right at Ephesus, externals went on as if everything were all right, but the Lord says I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love, Revelation 2:4.  The pristine freshness of what was set up in Ephesus was left.  The Lord saw the decline and fall of this very assembly here at Ephesus.  Now Paul lays the responsibility here on these overseers.  You will notice that, when the Lord sends by John the letter to Ephesus, it is the angel who is addressed, the responsible element; it is in principle this overseeing element that is addressed as held responsible by the Lord for the state of the locality. 

    This matter of eldership is a most important thing.  We have had examples of how the saints ought to be served, the level at which they ought to be served.  It is not official, but it is a very necessary service in every locality that some persons should undertake.  He says Wherefore watch.  Watchfulness is one of the activities of the overseers.  We need to maintain watchfulness in our localities that things do not come in that ought not to come in, and exercises do not drag on that ought not to drag on.  The principle of overseership is how government and control take place locally, how authority is exercised; of course, exercised in grace but nevertheless there is to be authority that things are not allowed to come in that ought not to come in and things are not allowed to drag on which ought not to drag on.  Paul lays the whole weight of it on the overseers.  Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears.  Dear Mr Parker referred to this scripture at Buckie about admonishing each one of you, no doubt including young persons.  He spoke about a young man in Ephesus who might have been fond of sport.  Paul would get alongside him and admonish him with tears, wean him from his love of sport or whatever it may be to something more worthy of a believer.  How varied is the work of the overseer.  I suppose we all come short in this service.  It is nevertheless a very necessary service.  I suppose the responsibility for the collapse of Ephesus lay somewhat on the overseers.  Paul was very definite with them.  He saw what could come in and he lays the weight of responsibility on them.  Some persons have to accept responsibility in localities for, in a certain sense, the Lord leaves things in our hands.  You may say, He is in control.  He is, but He commits certain things to us and leaves them in our hands.  The question is, are things prospering in our hands or is the enemy getting in?  I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears.  And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and give to you an inheritance among all the sanctified.  I have coveted the silver or gold or clothing of no one.  What a servant Paul was; he coveted nothing, not even their admiration, not even a place of honour among them.  Paul coveted nothing, but was committed to the welfare of these saints there for three years.  Then, as I said before, he puts the whole weight on these overseers in Ephesus. 

    May the Lord help us in our households locally!  May the Lord help every one of us who preaches or does anything on the principle of gift, and may there be overseers working, exercised amongst us for Gods glory! 
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    FELLOWSHIP, LOCAL AND GENERAL (JT 86)

    1 Corinthians 1:1 - 3; 2 Corinthians 1:1 - 5; Galatians 1:1 - 5; Colossians 4:16

    I thought we might look at the thought of fellowship in its local and general aspect. The opening verses of these epistles, 1 and 2 Corinthians and Galatians, remind us that fellowship is not only local, that is, it is not only to be experienced and enjoyed at a particular locality, but that it is universal. The first epistle speaks of all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours. The assembly at Corinth is addressed, but these words are added indicating the universality of the fellowship. Then there is the second letter which is more limited to a province, the assembly of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia, but which extends beyond the assembly addressed. Then in Galatians, to the assemblies of Galatia, not addressing any one of them, but all of them; in the district or province the assemblies are addressed as on equal footing. Then in Colossians we see how the nearby meeting, the assembly of Laodiceans, is linked up with the assembly. The earlier verses might have been mentioned, verse 13, For I bear him witness that he labours much for you, and them in Laodicea ... . Salute the brethren in Laodicea ... And when the letter has been read among you, cause that it be read also in the assembly of Laodiceans, and that ye also read that from Laodicea. Colossians 4:13,16. Both letters were to be read in each meeting. But the first address, 1 Corinthians, is to be considered first. What the apostle has to say to this assembly is meant for all the brethren, all the saints, so what happens among the saints is a concern to all. Then in the second letter we have something more limited, that is the area, or province. Both letters have discipline in mind. So that matters of discipline are particularly to be before us wherever they are, especially in meetings near by; they are our affair. Then if it is a matter of doctrine, the whole province might be affected by bad doctrine; that is what occurred in Galatia. Then in regard to Colosse and Laodicea, it is more the salutations and ministry of the servant, so that the letter written to one was applicable to both meetings, showing that there was happy fellowship among them, showing too that there is increased responsibility. 

    JLYou mean what happens in this place would be a concern to all the saints wherever they are? 

    JTThe great general thought of the fellowship is that it includes all the saints. Then there is the idea of proximity: the nearer we are to a place the more we are responsible, for instance in this area, or any industrial area such as Lancashire, the saints are very likely to be affected similarly. So here the fishing industry brings about likeness of feelings and outlook, so that we are all the more responsible to each other to understand each other; what affects one is a common matter to all the saints in the district, but it is also a common matter to all the saints everywhere. The same thing would apply to London, the saints would understand each other in what affects them from an imperial or metropolitan outlook. The outlook and occupation that characterise the place become a means of bringing about likeness of feelings for each other. 

    WFWould Paul the apostle, and Sosthenes the brother, suggest authority? Is the idea of authority connected with fellowship, the assembly of God implying what is really of God in that city? 

    JTQuite so. Sosthenes the brother. It was blended with brotherly feelings. Authority is not enough. Then in anything that is done we have the whole assembly to reckon with. It is a common matter, it has to be met in a common way. We cannot say, It is not ours, we will keep hands off. It is the fellowship of our Lord Jesus. 

    WASDoes in any way the principle of the body enter into this, If one member suffer, all the members suffer with it? 1 Corinthians 12:26. 

    JTThat is the very thought of the fellowship. All that brings out how bound up the brethren are. The nearer we are to the brethren the more we would feel every matter as our own. 

    AMIs that how Paul and Sosthenes come in together? There was lack of power and lack of brotherly spirit at Corinth. 

    JTPaul brings in Timothy in the second epistle. What a brother he was! Paul speaks of him to them with great affection throughout the epistle. 

    AMSo that it would weigh equally on both sides. So that when fresh ministry comes out let us have it; when fresh help comes in in difficulties, let us have the brotherly spirit to receive it! 

    JTThe assembly is endowed with governments and helps. 

    GMIs there any special significance in the fact that Sosthenes means vigorous? Would that be the mark of a true brother? I noticed in your prayer you referred to being marked by energy. 

    JTIf this is his name he ought to be vigorous. Energy under those circumstances is to be desired. The gospel of Mark would help us as to this: things are done at once. At the end of Mark we find the young man in white robes at the sepulchre; he represents youthful energy for the service of God. 

    CMWould this widening out in the second verse of chapter 1 keep us from being circumscribed? 

    JTWhat you remark is good. It is a widening out: to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints. They are called, that is, God has made a selection of them, with all that in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, meaning that we are addressed as those who depend on the Lord and on His name. Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered. Romans 10:13. There is power on our behalf. 

    GMSo that when difficulties arise that cannot be dealt with, They beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them, Luke 5:7. 

    JTThat is good. 

    GMWe do not very readily do that in this district. 

    JTThat may be a weakness. They beckoned to their partners. Luke 5:7. The word partner in verse 7 is a different word from the word partner in verse 10, which means those who share alike. We all gain if help comes in. The whole assembly gains. These verses are quite applicable to what we are saying now. In Luke 5:6 it says, their net brake  a local calamity  but they knew what to do: They beckoned unto their partners ... that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. Luke 5:7. In verse 10 where it says, James, and John ... were partners with Simon, Luke 5:10 that word partner alludes to mutual sharing; the other word is more distant: persons near by, ready to help. It is very significant that these difficulties brought about Peters confession. It is often the case. The real difficulty lies in some sin not confessed. So here they beckoned to their partners  it is good to call on our partners  and this partner service is rendered. It will be observed that the Lord Himself did not help them to save the fish, that is, He would have them do it. The fish were caught under His direction, but then the Lord does not give any directions as to the ship, as if sometimes the Lord would say, Ye should know what to do yourselves. They knew: They beckoned to their partners. Luke 5:7. 

    AMSometimes in a difficulty when we see the way out, we go on praying about it, and we do not do the thing. 

    JTWe ought to know what to do. If we do not know, the Lord will indicate it. These fishermen did know. If a matter happens in C. and you do not know what to do, and there is a brother at P. who does know, why do you not seek him? 

    GMSo that we are adjusted in relation to that matter, and grace and peace follow. 

    JTIn the doing of it God acts for us. 

    JLWhat is implied in Peters confession? 

    JTThe sense of his sinfulness and the Lords holiness. It was he who said to the Lord Jesus, To whom shall we go?. John 6:68. He said that, and we see it here, the Lords holiness and his own unfitness. So that holiness becomes Gods house for ever. 

    CMIn Acts 27 when they were afraid of going to lose the ship Paul says, Ye should have hearkened unto me. Acts 27:21. There was a man of God, if only they had listened to him. 

    JTVery good. Very often we refuse counsel. The Lord Himself is offering to give counsel, He says to Laodicea, I counsel thee. Revelation 3:18. In Psalm 16 Jehovah gave Him counsel: I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons. Psalm 16:7. Of Nehemiah it says in a great difficulty: I consulted with myself, Nehemiah 5:7. That means he was not a party man; he was a wise man; he took counsel with himself. He had an influence with the brethren and the difficulty was mightily solved. In Proverbs 11:14 we are told, Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. Proverbs 11:14. So it is well to get the brethren together. The Lord may give a word of wisdom. 

    QuesAre these conditions seen in Acts 18 first with Paul, and then with Aquila and Priscilla, they were able to help Apollos? 

    JTThey were able to do it, a man and his wife able to help a brother. As regards Paul in the ship it says, Ye should have hearkened unto me. Acts 27:21. How often we refuse counsel! We should weigh over every counsel. 

    RSYou mean things should not lie dormant? 

    JTWell, they would fester. Isaiah said about a boil, Put a cake of figs on it. Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death. James 5:20. If a brother can do that, he does an exploit. James gives us examples of individual exploits. Elias did a similar service, he prayed earnestly that it might not rain. That is an exploit in prayer. So that we are to look about and see what is available in the meetings. 

    TMSo you would not exclude a visiting brother from the care meeting? 

    JTNo, you may be excluding a word for the moment. The visiting brother ought to be judicious. 

    RSThe local brethren would know the case better. 

    JTQuite so. The Lord would not pass them by either. Well, that is the general thought here in the first epistle. In the second letter the area is reduced to the province of Achaia. This time it is the brother Timothy that is linked up with the apostle in writing, a man known to the Corinthians as having been sent to them. 

    FICould what has been said as to the individual exploit apply in this way: some brother in one meeting goes to a brother in another meeting, he can do that without interfering in the local meeting? 

    JTQuite so. 

    CMWhat is conveyed in the expression in the whole of Achaia? Is that the place that Paul had in view where the recovery took place? 

    JTPaul had in mind the whole of the province. He had recovery in mind. Recovery is more difficult than penalty. It would seem that the neighbouring gatherings should be present in this matter: a man who was a terrible sinner was to break bread again, so that the distant meetings were to be one with this. 

    CMI was wondering if the whole district had been affected by the judgment of the assembly at Corinth. 

    JTThat is a good remark. The district is sure to be affected. The brethren in the district ought to be with that judgment, if it is for right or wrong. So the apostle here is rightly approaching the whole district. 

    JLIs there anything in the fact that he is writing a letter to them rather than going personally? 

    JTWell, he wrote because he does not want to be too severe. The letter is to prepare the way for his coming. 

    JLSo it is all the more important that in each letter he is linking a brother with him. 

    JTIt is important. Grace marked the apostle. 

    QuesIs he on the outlook for comfort and encouragement here? 

    JTThat is what is in view in the second letter. So there is the selection of Timothy instead of Sosthenes. 

    JLTimothy would have genuine feelings for them. 

    JTThese are the men that we should look for. 

    GMIs there a possibility of brethren not coming into line with the care meeting and matters being discussed outside of the care meeting? 

    JTThe care meeting is never final, nor should it ever reach a decision. Major matters should always be regarded at the care meeting as proposals, never final. If there are any brethren discussing about them afterwards there is no principle involved; advice in the interval may be of use. What I think is most destructive is the lack of loyalty. A brother says, I go with that, and when the care meeting is over he again expresses his doubts. That is what is destructive! We ought to be men. Quit yourselves like men, 1 Corinthians 16:13. Do not be different outside of the meeting from what you are inside! We ought not to be vacillating. We were speaking of Jonathan in one of the meetings, how manly he was; when David was in danger he went straight to his father and told him that David was not worthy of death. He jeopardised himself. He faced his father as a man. To say what we think is one thing, but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. Another brother might have different information. 

    GAWould you say the care meeting is the proper place to express any information that we may have? There is a danger of a party spirit otherwise. 

    JTQuite so. We ought to be men; we ought to mean what we say. 

    QuesDoes not Rehoboam show us the danger of divided counsel? He first took counsel with the old men, and then with the young men and finally he lost the people. 

    JTI am glad you brought that in. I have often thought about Rehoboam. He first consulted with the old brothers, and then he took counsel with the young brothers, those who were brought up with him; they gave him different counsel, counsel that was disastrous. If Rehoboam wanted counsel he should have had the young and the old together. The old brothers might have convinced the young men that their counsel was not right. So at the care meeting it should be the old and the young taking counsel together. 

    QuesWould it not be right to use pressure in the care meeting? 

    JTWhat do you mean by using pressure? One might persuade a brother as to right or wrong. Counsellors are counsellors; they take counsel with others: In the multitude of counsellors there is safety. Proverbs 11:14. 

    CMWould you say the great danger is in listening to two different kinds of counsel as Rehoboam did? The danger is the clique business. 

    JTRehoboam should have had the old and the young brothers together. The young brothers by themselves gave disastrous counsel. There was pride there. 

    CMSo with Paul in the ship; the owners counsel was selfish counsel. 

    JTThe owner had a different outlook. Ye should have hearkened unto me. Acts 27:21 If the assembly refuses to listen to Paul it is shipwreck. His are the last words as, to assembly discipline. 

    AMWhat about the legal teaching in Galatia? 

    JTThe legal teaching enters into this. The knowledge of God would deliver us from legality. The whole province had been affected by the leaven of legality. So the apostle addresses all the saints in the assemblies in it. It is to indicate that a certain locality may be affected by a certain evil. If we see the thing arise we must set our faces against it at once. 

    Then the Colossian matter is rather happy. It is a question of interchange of the happiest kind. They seem to be in very happy relations with the other meetings. The apostle speaks of Epaphras, of whom he says, He labours much for you, and them in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis. Colossians 4:13. Those were the adjacent meetings. This brings out that the brother who resides in the locality is concerned especially about the brethren in the neighbouring meetings; so the brethren on the coast here have a special concern for one another. Then he says, Salute the brethren in Laodicea Colossians 4:15  Paul, the great servant who loved them all, asks the brethren in Colosse to salute the brethren in Laodicea  and when the letter has been read among you  it is read to all, possibly at the end of a prayer meeting  cause that it be read also in the assembly of Laodiceans, and that ye also read that from Laodicea. This speaks of the happy state that exists between nearby meetings. 

    TMCould you please tell us the procedure of an assembly meeting? Do we wait on the Lord for a decision? 

    JTThe decision is in the assembly: Whatsoever ye shall bind on the earth shall be bound in heaven, Matthew 18:18. The assembly does it, and heaven recognises that. The facts are presented as briefly as possible, and the judgment which scripture would require is stated. That is final; heaven recognises that. 

    TMIt would be a solemn thing to go against that. 

    JTIt would indeed. 

    RSSo in the care meeting we would have a thing properly understood before it comes to the assembly. 

    JTYes. As was said, In the multitude of counsellors there is safety. Proverbs 11:14 It is not decided, it is only proposed. 

    AMSo it would be the facts that the assembly is to go by. 

    JTEvery word would be established. 

    RemSo I could not say at a care meeting that I would not break bread with a brother. 

    JTIf you do that you put yourself out of fellowship. 

    TMWould you ask the one who might come under discipline to be present at the assembly meeting? 

    JTHe should be there. Those that sin convict before all, 1 Timothy 5:20. If he is not there he exposes himself; he ought to be there. 

    RemWhen a legal matter came up in Acts 15 the elders inquired into it first, and then it came to the assembly. 

    JTVery good, they inquired into it first. But Paul tells them everything that was very happy; he would have no natural feelings to hold and upset the brethren. 
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    FELLOWSHIP  GENERAL AND LOCAL (JT 91)

    1 Corinthians 1:1 - 3; 2 Corinthians 1:1,2; Colossians 4: 16; Deuteronomy 21:1 - 9

    JTI was thinking of general fellowship and local fellowship, and the responsibility that attaches to each. I thought this subject would be one that would yield something for us at this meeting  that is, the subject of fellowship in a general and local sense and particularly the responsibility attaching to each respectively, for we at times are unduly local and unduly general. So that a right balance is what the Lord would always lead to, and it occurred to me that the first scripture read links the two ideas together, or rather makes them one; for whilst the address is to the assembly of God which is at Corinth we read it is to the sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours. It is not, of course, that the apostle would imply that his directions as to administration should be taken part in by all at one time, but certainly any act of administration at Corinth should not be of an independent nature, it should be such as would take account of all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours. So that any question raised at Rome or in Jerusalem or in Africa as to an act in Corinth would be answered and would not be regarded as a matter belonging to Corinth exclusively, for the obvious teaching is that the same Lord is both theirs and ours. It is His matter and the principle of universality would be maintained while wisdom would recognise put away from among yourselves that wicked person 1 Corinthians 5:13 alluded to Corinth, but as put away in Corinth he would be put away everywhere. It would be regarded as an act binding on the assembly as a whole and the binding is necessarily the concern of all, subject to enquiry on the part of all. 

    I thought these remarks would cover the first part of our subject, and in the second letter the address is to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia; that is, the area is reduced, it is brought down to the province. Then in the epistle to the Colossians the thought is narrower still; that is, the letter addressed to Colosse was to be read to the assembly of Laodiceans, which was nearby, and that ye also read that from Laodicea. The area is reduced to neighbouring assemblies, two assemblies, as if the exercises and needs would be somewhat alike, showing that as the area is reduced the current conditions are more nearly alike. I thought that this declining gradation of responsibility helps as to current matters amongst the saints, matters that are constantly arising in localities and the responsibility attaching to the difficulties arising. 

    ANDo you mean that the moral conditions in Colosse would possibly be true of Laodicea, so that the same epistle would apply to both? 

    JTThat is what is intended to be conveyed; for example, characteristic conditions in London are likely to mark the suburbs. I think God considers for His people in that way. Adjacent meetings are likely to be suffering from nearby like conditions and therefore a word for one is a word for another. 

    ANI think that helps, that the special word which the epistle had would equally apply to the district. 

    JTThat is right, and wisdom therefore as more extended to the distant meetings would take all this into account. The more adjacent meetings are more likely to be conversant with details and the Lord would use them. It seems to me that is the instruction in this declining gradation of responsibility. I thought in suggesting these scriptures in relation to Deuteronomy that we find all these ideas condensed in this type in chapter 21. That is, we have the facts of an occurrence concerning which responsibility had to be determined. The determination was not by local people but by those that represent the general idea  that is 1 Corinthians 1. Thine elders, it says in verse 2, thine elders and thy judges shall go forth, and they shall measure .... That is, the determination of the responsibility is general, it is by those who represent the general fellowship. Thine is Israels judges. And then we have the measuring and the local responsibility determined, and then the elders of the local city are brought in in verse 4; and then the priests, the sons of Levi, alluding to the spiritual condition  that a spiritual condition is required. 

    ASIs it the spiritual condition of the local meeting or the district? 

    JTThe spiritual condition is general, that is, the word is the priests the sons of Levi. They are not regarded as local. They represent a state that God can approve, that is, a priestly condition. They are not mentioned after that, you will observe. Their office is determined in verse 5 by their word shall every controversy and every stroke be tried. And then the local people act as priests and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it. Their solicitation is for the whole of Israel, they never lose sight of the general fellowship  Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy people Israel. That is the local people, but they are acting as priests. 

    RGHow is the measuring done in a practical way? 

    JTWell now, before we get to that do you understand what was said in regard of 1 Corinthians and Colossians? It is important to get the basis in the New Testament. The first letter to Corinth is the the great general fellowship merging in the local. The second epistle brings it down to the province  the saints which are in Achaia; and the third scripture brings it down to the immediate locality, for Laodicea was very near to Colosse. They are viewed as having like exercises and yet their distinctiveness as assemblies is maintained  they do not act together. Now if that be clear, we may consider how the elders and judges measured. 

    RemSo that in that way any local company acting would have the whole fellowship in view in the acting. 

    JTYes, that is how it stands in Corinthians. It is to all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours. In the following address the apostle directs that certain persons be put away, delivered to Satan, and the like. Well, Corinth cannot assume that it is not the business of Rome. 

    RemSo that that would be ever in view in anything that might come upon a local company, they would recognise the brethren in the district and elsewhere. 

    JTI think that it is important that we get the full bearing of the fellowship. The unity of the Spirit is a collateral thought, there is one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all  that is the spiritual side, the fellowship is the working out of it. 

    QuesWould you say that no assembly can act rightly in regard to the local fellowship unless they have the general fellowship in view? 

    JTQuite so. We act in relation to the general fellowship. Yet wisdom would leave it, of course, with the local assembly as to whatever is done. 

    RemAnd yet as to the result Mr. Darby speaks very strongly, the man that was put away was outside the assembly altogether. 

    QuesIs there any instruction in the identification of Sosthenes with Paul? 

    JTWell, as has often been remarked, it is the brotherly element; the Spirit of God takes account of our way of looking at things, a brother would require a brother for brotherly consideration in all matters. 

    RemIn chapter 5 there is the within and the without, Ye, do not ye judge them that are within? But those without God judges. Remove the wicked person from amongst yourselves 1 Corinthians 5:12,13  there is the inclusive and the exclusive. 

    JTThose that are within are in the circle of the fellowship, the wicked man was to be outside of that. 

    QuesWould the fact that chapter 5 opens with the thought that it is universally reported suggest the link, that is, the general and the local? 

    JTThe state of division amongst them was reported by the house of Chloe but the state of corruption was generally reported, without it being said who reported it. There was universal feeling about it. There is no doubt that in the house of Chloe there was godly concern, that there were conditions such as are spoken of in the assembly. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the difference between priests, elders and the sons of Levi? 

    JTThe first thing is Thine elders and thy judges. Now the suggestion there, clearly, is persons who are responsible. Elders today are not general, the bearing of an elder in the assembly is local. Thine elders means the national elders of Israel, and what they represent in the type is persons who are responsible, they are distinct from the priests. The word denotes a person of experience, one who has grown up in the testimony and loving the Lord and His interests. They would have the experience which would lead them to be concerned about any and every matter which affects the testimony, so that they would denote today the element of responsibility everywhere. If there is no element of responsibility there is nothing for God. Responsibility means that the things of God are being looked after and if we cannot do it directly we can pray about it. And then judges refers to ability to judge, if there be not that the same thing applies  there is nothing for God. The same persons are alluded to, of course. The first is the responsibility and the second ability to judge. Then the priests the sons of Levi refers to the same persons, but it is looking at what is spiritual. The apostle says, I think that I also have Gods Spirit, 1 Corinthians 7:40 but he gives his judgment of himself as one who had had mercy shown him. Generally speaking, believers dealing with the things of God reckon on the Spirit and on spirituality, so that the word in Galatians is Ye who are spiritual Galatians 6:1  that is what is alluded to. So that there are three things, the responsible element, the discerning element and the priestly element, that is the element that makes room for the Spirit of God, which applies to all christians  all christians are priests  hence all christians are brought into it. The priest always considers for God. The law was in his charge, he was custodian of the law and you can rely upon his word, and it says, By their word shall every controversy and every stroke be tried. Hence we need the priestly element or there is no authority. The incident brings all this holy organism into action, a very wonderful thing in this world. Think of a holy organism of God set down here in this world and it is right in its results  a great matter in Gods account. 

    RemI wonder whether that would be exemplified in the Lord personally in regard of His judgment and the priestly character of it: My judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. John 5:30. 

    JTThere you have perfection of judgment. In the assembly, viewed as under the divine hand, governed by the Spirit of God, you get a like result. We are not guessing at things. It is not haphazard, the thought is you reach a judgment according to God. 

    ANIf I am looking at things in relation to myself or others my judgment will be flurried, but if I look at it in relation to God there will be a right judgment. 

    JTVery good. In Deuteronomy 33 it says, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one. Deuteronomy 33:8. Thy Thummim is first (it is usually the Urim first), which means, I think, that the state was there before you get the light. If the spiritual state was there you can count upon the light from the Holy One. God had tested out Levi. It is interesting to compare the blessing of Moses, the man of God, and the blessing of Jacob the father. Jacob gives the whole history of the tribes, good and bad. Genesis 49 is not based on conduct. It is prophetic, because the tribes did not really exist yet, save in the sense of family, so that the tribal conduct had not yet taken place, it was purely prophetic. But when Moses blessed the people, tribal conduct had become historic, the tribes had been tested and the blessing was based on the result of the testing. It is an important matter, especially in regard of Levi; that is, God had tested him and God had found him worthy of the Urim and the Thummim. Levi in many instances sided with Moses. In regard to the golden calf he sided with Moses and in another instance he disregarded his father, whom thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah; Who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not seen him. Deuteronomy 33:8,9. Much is said about Levi, he is reliable, he entirely disregards natural relationships in dealing with the things of God. They are the most treacherous matters in dealing with the things of God. 

    ANI am sure that is important, that in local difficulties, where the question of natural relationships come in, or if I have a bitter spirit towards another, I will not have a clear judgment. 

    JTSo he is called, Thy holy one  that expression applies absolutely to Christ  Thou art the holy one of God John 6:69  it is a great discovery. He is the true Levi and we are to get character from Christ. 

    RemThere is a remarkable statement in 2 Chronicles 19:6, And said to the judges, Take heed what ye do; for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the judgment. 

    JTThat is good. Take heed what ye do. That scripture you quoted regarding Levi is very beautiful, Who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not seen him; neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children: for they have observed thy word, and kept thy covenant. Deuteronomy 33:9 It is the father and the mother and the brother and the children that are set aside, natural relationships in the assembly; that was not prophetic, it had already come out. In Levi, God was dealing with what had already been proved. So that a person proved is reliable. God regards us as reliable and confides in us and counts on a right judgment. It is a question of what you will do tomorrow. You may succeed today but you may not tomorrow. God would have those that are reliable. So that Malachi brings out the priesthood in the end of the Old Testament. God sits as a refiner and tests us. God, as it were, puts up things to us; we may think ourselves spiritual and God says, Well, what are you going to do with this? and the testing goes on. If we are all clear about the general responsibility of thine elders and thy judges, the next thing is the local persons  the city that is nearest. Measurement is made by thine elders and thy judges, then the next thing is that the immediate responsibility is determined  what will these do? 

    QuesBefore going on to that do you mind saying who is the man that is slain in the field? 

    JTOh, it is just an occurrence; it may apply to Christ, it is just an occurrence which requires adjudication, whatever requires a solution is in view. It is just a type, it is not that we have the direct teaching in the scripture we read, it is a type. A coroners inquest is what the law requires, whoever the man is or however it may be set. 

    RemDoes it suggest a disordered state? 

    JTYes, there is the murder, all that enters into the case. Now what is that city going to do? It is going to be tested. Is the murderer there? Do the elders of the city know anything about it? There are no loose ends in the Scriptures, things are taken up at once and we are provided with what we are to do. 

    RemSo that in the beginning of Acts when Peter brings it home to them, they say, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Acts 2:37. 

    JTThat is right. The suggestion is that the city is here, there is no imputation laid on the city, but they are to clear themselves. The point is for us to see how quickly the matter is taken up, and how beautiful the result of the instructions being followed. We have the priests in the locality who are able to speak to God. They are not thinking of themselves but of all Israel. It says in verse 6, All the elders of that city, that are next unto the slain man, shall wash their hands over the heifer that is beheaded in the valley: And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it. Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy people Israel. They are able to act as priests and speak to God. But we have to take account of the heifer ... which hath not drawn in the yoke, and the valley which is neither eared nor sown, as it is said, the city that is nearest unto him that is slain, even the elders of that city shall take a heifer that hath not been wrought with, that hath not drawn in the yoke; and the elders of that city shall bring down the heifer unto an ever-flowing watercourse, which is not tilled, nor is it sown, and shall break the heifers neck there in the watercourse ... . And all the elders of that city that are nearest unto him that is slain, shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck is broken in the watercourse, Deuteronomy 21:3,4; Deuteronomy 21:6. 

    The heifer suggests the opposite to what might have brought about the murder. It represents one that has not been employed by mans will. The murder would have been the result of mans will. And there was to be no sowing in the valley. It is all the opposite of what would have brought about the murder. The scene of the murder is the scene of mans will, and where there has been sowing of some kind, wicked cultivation. 

    RemI was wondering if Numbers 1 and 2 would support what we have been considering, first the whole host, that is the universal position, secondly the families, which might suggest the surrounding companies, and then the fathers house, which might suggest the local aspect. 

    JTThat is right, there were four sets of tribes, one on the east and one on the south and one on the west and one on the north representing the universal position, the universal element in the testimony. Then each set is subdivided into three and then the fathers house is still a further subdivision. So that you can bring the thing down, as in the case of Achan, all the tribes were brought into it, it is a universal matter. Tribe after tribe is taken, then Judah is taken, then the father of Achan is taken and then Achan is taken. That is, the thing is worked out to the responsible person. As the Lord said, One of you shall betray me, Matthew 26:21, Mark 14:18. John 13:21 but the thing has to be determined  each one says, Is it I? 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the breaking of the neck? 

    JTIt is a question of mans will. It is murder  it is not a dead man, it is a slain man, and somebody did it and whoever did it had a stiff neck, he was a murderer. It all refers to conditions in this world finding a place amongst the people of God. 

    QuesDo you think that this regarding the heifer is what is lacking in us, there must be the apprehension of the death of Christ in this character? 

    JTThat is the idea, He is the opposite of all this. Here the point is not drawn in the yoke. The Lord Jesus never came under the human yoke, mans yoke. Anyone that commits murder has done so. It is usually a planned thing  the sowing in the valley. Now not being sown is the opposite of what was in those that perpetrated this wickedness. This is over against all that, and the elders of that city are to show that they are in accord with all this, and that is the point  I am to be in accord with Christ if I am to have part in this. I think, too, that we would enter upon a local difficulty with subdued spirits if we were affected by the death of Christ in this aspect. 

    QuesHow does this aspect of the death of Christ work out in the breaking of the neck? 

    JTWell, the heifers neck being broken is expiation. Christ entered into death for us and that is expiation. It says, And the blood shall be expiated for them. That is, He became this for us. Look at Saul of Tarsus, an insolent, overbearing man he calls himself, an arrogant kind of man doing things legally and with a good conscience. A good conscience does not mean that I am right. But, he says, mercy was shewn me. 1 Timothy 1:13. 

    QuesWhy is the word field used so much here? 

    JTIt is to fill out the type, I think, when there is nobody to see what happened. If it had been in the city you probably would have had witnesses. Showing that, no matter what happens, it is covered; 

    you cannot say It is not in our city. No matter where it is, it is covered. An inquest is required, the thing has to be solved. So that Israel is cleared. That is what the elders say, Forgive thy people Israel. That is, the saints must be clear in all these matters. We cannot have the imputation of guilt upon us. We cannot be here for God if things are not solved. There is nothing left unsolved in the assembly. That is one great point. The apostle says, in every way ye have proved yourselves to be pure in the matter. 2 Corinthians 7:11. 

    QuesAfter they have established their innocence does their responsibility cease? 

    JTWell, they pray for all Israel. We are not concerned about our own meeting only, we pray for all Israel, as I have just read in verse 7, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it. Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy people Israel. That is what the Lord Jesus died for, to set up here a testimony free from guilt and He has put within us a means of solving things. This chapter has proved most helpful and has saved a great many brethren in these latter days, that is, whilst the approved might be made manifest. Well, we do not want to lose any. They do not want to lose any. They pray for all Israel, the expiation is for all Israel. It is well to keep that in mind. In the great battle with Midian it says that not a man was lost, and the greatest spoil you get in Scripture is, I think, in that battle. Phinehas, you know, proved the reality of the priesthood, the everlasting priesthood. He set to the war with the holy instruments of God, even with a trumpet, that is, the testimony of the Lord. He sounded it, and sounded it, and sounded it. Phinehas would keep on sounding out the truth. 

    RemIt would seem that the responsibility is with the local city. In the Revelation it says, The angel of the assembly of a particular place. 

    JTYes, then the next thing is, is the local city equal to the emergency? And that is why the priesthood is immediately brought in. Not the local priest, but the priests the sons of Levi, that is, the holy condition amongst the people of God generally are brought into it. To my own mind that is important at the present time. God has used this scripture to save the brethren, not to cut any off, but to save them. 

    QuesHave you in mind that in cases of difficulty we have been perhaps concentrated on circumstances and the culprit rather than the responsibility which is the universal sorrow? 

    JTI think that things are often made too local and we lose the wealth that is available to us. If a man anywhere in the world has ability for government, he is available. These things are set in the assembly and it is important to give them scope, God has provided them for us. On the other hand that person ought to be concerned not to go beyond his service. I think the universal side needs to be emphasised because it embraces all that God has furnished for the assembly so that we do not want to shut anything out.. 

    RemThe principle would be borne out in the epistle to the Corinthians, while it was apostolic yet there was a priestly element in it. That is, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, 1 Corinthians 5:4. The principle of it is that he is thinking of it in relation to the Lord. 

    JTThat is right, and his spirit was there. One would not be fanciful, but the idea is that he was not there in body but he was there in spirit. How far-reaching assembly elements are! Spirituality reaches out. 

    RemA sectional movement would have a tendency to lose men, would it not? 

    JTSo all these conflicts should yield wealth universally. 

    QuesIs verse 9 important? The guilt will never be put away when they do not do what is right in the eyes of Jehovah. 

    JTYes, that is so. That is insisted on, thou shalt do what is right. 
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