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    THE VALUE OF WHAT IS IN THE BODY (JR 2)

    1 Samuel 25:32-35; 2 Samuel 20:15-19, 2 Samuel 20:22 (first sentence); 2 Samuel 21:10-14 1 Kings 1:1-4

    One of the objectives in the giving of the gifts mentioned in Ephesians 4 is with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ.  That work is proceeding, and there is a result in the body.  There is also the need to take responsibility; the Lord expects persons to take on responsibility, but very often those who take on responsibility are not all they ought to be, such persons therefore need to value what is in the body.  In church history, defection came in with persons responsible; publicly the responsible element has failed the Lord, hence the ruin publicly, but what goes through is what is in the body.  What has come all through the centuries is what was formed of Christ in the body here.  Responsibly and publicly there is ruin, but we need to value what is in the body.  That is why I read of these four women who appear in the time of David, when David was not what he ought to be.  It may be a word for us who take on responsibility locally.  We are all responsible.  The Lord addresses the angels of the seven assemblies in Revelation 2 and 3.  All are responsible, but some are more responsible than others.  In anything that is done in our localities responsible persons need to have the mind of God, otherwise things become difficult.  When these women appeared in Davids time David was responsible, but he did not have the mind of God.  It was characteristic of David to enquire of Jehovah, but he did not always enquire; every time he enquired of Jehovah he got the mind of God, and he went forward dependently and successfully, and the Lords interests prospered in his hand.  But he did not always enquire, and in these scriptures we have read, when these women come to light, David did not have the mind of God, but there was in these four women the element that he had to appreciate and that we need to appreciate more, maybe, than we have done. 

    First of all we have Abigail, often spoken of.  This is the first time, as far as I discern, that David makes a request from anybody; he made a request from Nabal and he was insulted, and David reacted immediately.  He did not enquire of Jehovah; he did not have the mind of God.  Persons who take responsibility ought to have the mind of God; but David did not enquire.  But Abigail comes to light; she was no doubt the result of ministry.  Ministry is given for the edifying of the body of Christ, and Abigail was the result of that kind of ministry.  The opening verses of the chapter say that Samuel died; and all Israel were gathered together, and lamented him; and they buried him in his house at Ramah, 1 Samuel 25: 1.  I have no doubt Abigail can be viewed as the result of Samuels ministry.  The result of ministry may be more valuable than the one who ministers, because the result of ministry from Christ is the formation of Christ, and that is what we see in Abigail.  We need increasingly to value what is in the body.  It may not appear on the surface, but it is meant to be expressed.  Abigail gave expression to what she represented; she had discernment when David did not. 

    We need to value, dear brethren, what is in the body in our localities.  It may be in sisters, but not only in sisters; it is what is in persons in divine formation.  The responsible element, of course, is necessary, but it is most important that persons who take on responsibility should have Gods mind.  David says himself, blessed be thy discernment, and blessed be thou, who hast kept me this day from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging myself with mine own hand.  You see how far David is away from the mind of God; that was not David characteristically.  Actually, Abigail represented what David was characteristically, while David was not representing what he really was as a man of God, and that can happen, and does happen.  But there was something reliable in what was in the body.  He says, Indeed, as Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, who has restrained me from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, there had not been left to Nabal by the morning light any male.  There would have been unnecessary loss of life had not Abigail intervened with her discernment, had she not supplied what David lacked for the moment; as applying to ourselves, had what was in the body not expressed itself to help the responsible element.  Responsibility has to be taken on, but let us have increasing regard for what is in the body. 

    Then, too, what is in the body needs to be expressed; it is to be active as Abigail was here; she might have had discernment and kept quiet and remained where she was, but what she was expressed itself and acted and saved David from a great calamity.  She said, And now, my lord, as Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing Jehovah has restrained thee from coming with bloodshed, 1 Samuel 25: 26.  David here, responsible, had to be restrained, and the restraining element was Abigail, who was of divine workmanship and reliable at the moment. 

    David recognised it, he listened, and there was a saving of life.  We need therefore to value what is in the body. 

    Now in 2 Samuel 20 David is called the king, but he does not have judgment, in fact he acts politically, well below what he was characteristically.  He commits himself to Amasa in chapter 19, but he let him down.  He speaks to Abishai in verse 6 of chapter 20, but his weakness and lack of judgment made way for Joab to come into the situation; and that kind of thing can happen to us.  David was responsible but he let things slip.  This kind of thing has happened, no doubt, over and over again in church history, making way for a man like Joab, an unspiritual man who would have destroyed the whole city.  But there was a woman there and she was the means of the salvation of the place.  She speaks of a mother in Israel; she had motherly features; she had in mind to maintain life with the minimum loss.  She suggests that one man is responsible, and that one man has to be dealt with, not the whole city.  She is spoken of as a wise woman, a woman who had judgment, a woman who knew how to act.  David ought to have had judgment, but he was weak and left things to others, left things to an unspiritual element.  These are all lessons for us. 

    So this wise woman cried out of the city, Hear, hear; she had wisdom; she had right judgment; but that in a sense was not sufficient; that right judgment has to be expressed.  What is in the body, and the right judgment, has to express itself.  So this wise woman cried out of the city, Hear, hear: say, I pray you, unto Joab.  She cries out.  There was need for someone to cry out, and she cried out, Hear, hear: say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may speak with thee.  And he came near to her; and the woman said, Art thou Joab?  And he said, I am he.  And she said to him, Listen to the words of thy handmaid.  And he said, I am listening.  There was moral power with her, not with the king, not with the one who was responsible; the moral power was with the woman; the moral power was in what can be likened to the body in divine workmanship.  It was reliable, more reliable than responsible persons sometimes are; more reliable than David.  Think of the moral power of this woman to get Joab to listen; he said, I am listening; ruthless warrior that he was, he said, I am listening.  It was the salvation of the whole city at this critical time.  Incidentally, in the earlier part of this section Joab assassinated Amasa, and Amasa was wallowing in blood in the highway; it says, all the people stood still 

    when they saw Amasa.  There was in this chapter the main issue, the main issue was Sheba.  Amasa was a side-issue, very serious, but nevertheless a side-issue.  A man removed Amasa out of the highway into the field, and cast a cloth upon him, when he saw that every one that came by stood still, 2 Samuel 20: 12.  They were held up, but when Amasa was removed out of the highway all the people went after Joab to pursue after Sheba; the main issue was Sheba; Amasa was a side-issue, a very serious one, but that had to be left for the moment.  Often in a main issue, side-issues come in which deflect and disturb and occupy us, but it is the main issue that has to be pursued, the side-issue was seen to later; it was not neglected.  God saw that what Joab did to Amasa was finally dealt with; but there was the main issue pursued and this woman comes to light in the city. 

    Now in 2 Samuel 21 another woman comes to light.  This is the chapter of the Gibeonites.  There was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year, and eventually David enquired of Jehovah and he got the answer, but the king was weak in judgment; he left the judgment to the Gibeonites.  Instead of the king in responsibility acting with right judgment, he leaves the judgment to others, in this case to the Gibeonites.  David said to the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and with what shall I make atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of Jehovah?  And the Gibeonites said to him, As to Saul and his house, it is with us no question of receiving silver or gold, neither is it for us to have any man put to death in Israel.  David said, What ye say will I do for you, 2 Samuel 21: 3, 4.  Think of one responsible saying to the Gibeonites, What you say; just what you say.  This is lack of judgment with David.  The Gibeonites say, It is not for us to put any man to death, and when David says, What ye say will I do, they ask for the death of seven men of Sauls house.  See how weak David is; but there is a woman here.  These men were slaughtered; it says in verse 9, and he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the hill before Jehovah.  And they fell all seven together, and were put to death in the first days of the harvest, in the beginning of barley harvest. 

    David lacked judgment and he lacked right feelings; the feelings that David ought to have had were found with this woman  Then Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water poured on them out of the heavens, and suffered neither the fowl of the heavens to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night.  This woman had right feelings regarding the whole matter.  And it was told David what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done.  Someone told David about Rizpahs feelings and actions, and then David was alerted and eventually he went and took the bones.  How many times bones are mentioned!  David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan... and he brought up from thence the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son; and they gathered the bones of them that were hanged.  And they buried them with the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son in the country of Benjamin in Zela.  The bones suggest that something remained to be done; something was left; issues were unresolved, but this womans exercise becomes a means of matters being rightly resolved, and issues settled.  The feelings of this woman caused David at last to bury these bones, to have matters finally settled according to God.  How important it is that things should be settled!  It says, And afterwards God was propitious to the land.  Do we not want God to be propitious?  We do not wish famine conditions, things not as congenial as they ought to be, not the food supply that there ought to be.  The Lord would help us as appreciating the right feelings amongst the brethren, as represented in Rizpah here, to have matters settled, issues concluded according to God, that God may be propitious to the land. 

    In 1 Kings 1 we have Davids weakness, a lack of vitality, a lack of warmth which clothes did not supply.  His servants said to him, Let there be found for my lord the king a young virgin; and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him... that my lord the king may get warm.  Oh what a fine element this is!  There was with David waning, weakness, lack of vitality; but a young virgin brought in life, warmth, vitality.  If we compare the end of 2 Samuel, and the beginning of 1 Kings, with 1 Chronicles we may conclude that Abishag had part in reviving David and the establishing of the service of God.  Here David is in abject weakness and strengthening comes in by this young virgin.  There is the suggestion that they should look for such a person, and it says, they sought for a fair damsel throughout the territory of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king.  Oh may there be a searching for this kind of element to bring in freshness of warmth and vitality at the present time.  In our local settings we may need this kind of thing to be found.  She is a very attractive person, And the damsel was very fair; and cherished the king, and ministered to him; but the king knew her not. 

    All this was in view of the selection of Solomon.  There immediately comes in the rising of Adonijah  I will be king.  What was the answer to this kind of element?  Abishag was the answer; David was not able for it, but Abishag brought in the strengthening, the vitality and the warmth that was needed to revive the responsible element represented in David.  It says in 1 Kings 1: 15, And Bathsheba went in to the king into the chamber; and the king was very old; and Abishag the Shunammite ministered to the king.  Dear brethren, we need to support those who take on responsibility; there is need to strengthen, maybe need of adjustment, maybe need of restraint; that is how things are going to be held for Gods pleasure and Gods glory.  May we as responsible persons value what is in the body, divine workmanship, divine formation.  Let us depend on it; it is the dependable element, but it needs to be expressed in helping, restraining or strengthening, or bringing light to persons responsible.  May it be so in our local settings for the continuance in dignity of the testimony, and for the pleasure and glory and service of God. 

  
    PRIVILEGE AND RESPONSIBILITY (JT 9)

    1 Kings 1

    RSSI may say there has been a good bit of exercise locally as to what we might take up in our meetings here. We had thought a little that we might have something on the responsible side, and the privilege side. 

    JTThe early chapters of this book bring out both sides. David represents the responsible element, and how that was becoming almost extinct in his old age, but resuscitation came in and he was enabled to assert the rights of God, and in that way overthrow the antichristian element in Adonijah, and enthrone the true king, Solomon. Then following upon all that, Solomon brought in the house; 1 Kings presents the heavenly side of things, so that the latter part would conform with the thought of privilege. 

    WB-tIs your thought that the period of time that is being brought before us corresponds with the present time, that Christendom, so to speak, is being covered with clothes, but there is no vitality? 

    JTThere is a strong analogy at any rate. I think, it is a type intended by the Spirit to foreshadow our own period. The responsible element, represented in David here, is become well nigh extinct and the spirit of antichrist lifts up its head, taking advantage of this. 

    WB-tThere is a verse in Psalm 71 that points to this time: Now also, when I am old and grey-headed, O God, forsake me not; until I have proclaimed thine arm unto [this] generation, thy might to every one that is to come, Psalm 71:18. In this first verse of 1 Kings 1, it says, king David was old; that is, the moment had come that he prayed about years before. In verse 15 it says, the king was very old. 

    JTAge should not detract from us spiritually. Certainly it did not in the case of Moses. His age had not detracted from his spiritual sensibilities and energy. In the Psalms we read of freshness and vigour in old age, so that I think this reference to David is rather a reproach. Although David could not help being old literally, there was evidently weakness spiritually. 

    HGHe was weak when he went out to face Ishbibenob, the giant. It says he was exhausted, although he was a smaller man than Goliath, 2 Samuel 21:15. 

    WB-tThere is here typically what we can see at the present time in Christendom; spiritual vitality is disappearing and raiment is applied to keep things going. 

    JTThe clothes have no vitality in themselves. They are very useful to keep in heat or to exclude cold, but if there is no heat to keep in they are valueless, so that what is needed is vitality inwardly, and evidently Abishag comes in as a divine remedy. If we have responsibility without vitality the things of God, so to say, go to the wall. It requires the energy of life to sustain divine rights. 

    RSSWhat would the clothes represent? 

    JTExternal appliances which are necessary for the regulation of the temperature of the body while life is there, but useless on a corpse. Isaiah 1 corresponds. Outward religious observances are valueless when the inward state is wrong. 

    LTFWould you distinguish between David as looked at in Gods purpose and in responsibility? 

    JTCertainly. The most casual reader will notice a very great difference between the end of 1 Chronicles and the beginning of 2 Chronicles, and the end of 2 Samuel and the beginning of 1 Kings. In Chronicles we have nothing of what is recorded in our chapter; it is more the David of purpose. He is engaged with the house and the material for the house; he is marked by fulness not only of affection but of intelligence. He instructs Solomon in the fullest way as to the building of the house, evincing most extraordinary spiritual vigour and understanding. Solomon sits upon the throne of Jehovah in Chronicles, and thus there is the resumption of relations with Israel as brought out of Egypt and brought into the land. Solomon goes to Gibeon, in Chronicles, where the tabernacle was. Chronicles is rather the connection with the earthly side, with Israel, so the temple there has a veil, and the altar is mentioned, and Solomon is answered publicly by fire from heaven. Therefore in Chronicles it is evidently the earthly side of things; how Christ shall take up the threads in relation to Israel and establish everything according to Gods counsels on earth, for Israel and for the nations too. Kings takes account more of Christianity and how the responsible side had weakened, and how resuscitation is brought about, so that the antichristian element is overthrown, and that primarily not by outward force but by the introduction of what is positive. That is to say, Christ is introduced typically in a positive way, and antichrist in that way is brought to nothing; his overthrow here is not brought about by outward force, but by the bringing in of Christ positively in the power of the Spirit, and that I think is what fits in with our own position now. It is a question of bringing in Christ, in the power of the Spirit, so that all will see the folly of antichrist. Adonijahs folly became apparent, and then there was complete collapse. 

    RMLIt refreshes your spirit to pass from David in his decline to David revived, and then to Solomon in his vigour. Some of us have been considering that a little. 

    GATIs your thought that wherever Christ is brought in, what is not of Christ has to go? 

    JTThat is what we ought to be exercised about. God will deal with antichrist according to 2 Thessalonians 2:8; whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming. But that period has not arrived. Antichrist is here in principle, as John tells us; even now there have come many antichrists, 1 John 2:18. Then he goes on to say that He is the antichrist who denies the Father and the Son, 1 John 2:22. He has not yet arrived; the complete denial of the Father and Son has not yet occurred in Christendom, but the antichristian spirit is at work. Even now, he says, there have come many antichrists. 

    RSSHow is their presence shown? 

    JTIt shows in various forms of activity against Christ. Without declaring themselves professionally as antichristian, they act against Christ among Gods people. What marked them at the beginning was, going out. They went out from among us, John says, that they might be made manifest that none are of us, 1 John 2:19. That is, the apostolic spirit and power forced them out, but I doubt whether that marks the present time. The spirit of antichrist is active against Christ amongst Gods people now, and the point is for us to know how to meet it; this chapter affords instruction in this respect. 

    HGAs Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, and like Adonijah, their folly shall be manifest to all. There is a complete exposure, without the thing being fully developed as antichrist. 

    JTThat is very excellent. You might deal with a thing judicially without manifesting the folly of it, and I think it is greater to expose a thing by the positive than to deal with it in an arbitrary way. 

    Even in cases of discipline amongst Gods people that ought to be the principle, that the folly and evil of a thing is manifested before it is formally dealt with. Those that sin convict before all, 1 Timothy 5:20. When a man is convicted it is manifest that he has been sinful, and so I think the spirit of antichrist should be in that way exposed. 

    AFMIt would seem from verse 5 that Adonijah exalts himself consequent upon Abishag coming in. It says: And Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself. Would you mind saying a word about what Abishag stands for? 

    JTThere can be no question that she represents some vital element, or rather, you might say, a life giving element. Her service was to infuse warmth into David; that was the point. So it is for us to gather up by experience and observation what it is that brings that about amongst us. 

    HGIt is evidently a wonderful element. I mean when applying this to the present moment, one feels that the crisis in the history of the world has become the occasion of morally infusing new blood amongst us. 

    JTI think that is right; the exercise has brought about freshness and vigour, old age in spiritual things is serious. The energy of youthfulness is what pleases God. Indeed He reminds Israel of what she had been in her youth; Jeremiah 2. 

    QuesIs there any connection with first love? 

    JTThou hast left thy first love, Revelation 2:4. It is suggestive, because the Holy Spirit would bring us back to the energy and freshness of youth. 

    MLHWill you emphasise a little more the point that our brother brought out? I want to get hold of this thought of infusing life at this time. 

    JTIt is, I think, the form in which divine love comes in and brings about resuscitation. I have no doubt that it all centres objectively in the Lords supper. That is where divine love focuses itself before us, but it is intended to have a subjective effect in our souls; and I believe the Lord has emphasised the Supper so that we should return to the vigour and freshness of youth. 

    GATIs the thought, in this young virgin being brought in to infuse warmth into the heart of David, that the young amongst us would be expected to carry on what the old ones have to leave? 

    JTWell, the energy of life is brought into this passage to support the responsible element. You see, while we are down here responsibility remains. Hence the Lord appeals seven times over, as you might say, in addressing the assemblies, to the responsible element in their midst; to the angel of the assembly in Ephesus, in Smyrna, in Pergamos, in Thyatira, in Sardis, in Philadelphia and in Laodicea. Each angel addressed represents those responsible in his respective assembly. Now the power of life brought in in the Spirit would support that. As the responsible element accepts its responsibility it is supported by the energy of life, and I think that Abishag here suggests to us that which the Lord has brought about, namely, the revival of affection for Himself and for one another, which I think is contemplated in Philadelphia. It is brotherly love, and where that exists there is support for the rights of Christ. The rights of Christ are maintained, and correspondingly, all that goes with the house of God and its principles is maintained. Hence it says, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord; (2 Timothy 2:19) that is a question of His rights. Let such withdraw from iniquity. 

    WB-tIt is remarkable how all the coasts of Israel were searched for this young virgin, and when found certain things are said of her that were said of Rebecca. 

    RSSIt is said of her that she cherished him and ministered to him, and that is what we have to do, to cherish what is of God amongst us, and to minister to the people of God, and seek to maintain what is here. 

    JTStrengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, Revelation 3:2. 

    MLHWas that which is introduced in Solomon the result of her ministry to David? 

    JTYes, only you must bring in the other elements that follow, Bath-sheba, Nathan the prophet, Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. They all follow on this and all tend to the one end; namely, the assertion of divine rights in Solomon, but the first thing to bring in is this life-giving element. 

    JBLater, Adonijah sought Abishag for his wife. That is, the enemy seeks to control that which produces warmth and life among the saints. 

    JSI suppose David meets his responsibility here more definitely than he did at the time of Absaloms rebellion. He meets it and takes the advice of those who had Gods interests at heart. 

    JTYes. But before we come to that we should notice that it is said of Adonijah that his father had not grieved him at any time in saying, Why doest thou so? David was not only weak in vitality but the moral element had been greatly weakened. He had not displeased Adonijah. That is to say, things had been allowed to pass without protest, which is very often apparent among Gods people. Things that are really against Christ are allowed to pass without protest. It is bad enough not to be able to meet them, but it is worse not even to protest against such things. 

    LTFDoes this reviving come about by a peculiar ministry of Christ? 

    JTI think it does; the ministry that keeps us in accord with the Supper. 

    LTFWould it be a ministry that addresses itself to the heart rather than the intelligence? Something that addresses itself to the heart has a warming influence. 

    JTThe Lords supper focuses for us all the love of God and the love of Christ. These are presented to us and kept before us in the Supper, and I have no doubt the recovery of the Lords supper and its re-establishment amongst the people of God has been used to this end, but in addition to Abishag you have the prophet. That is an important feature, a prophetic ministry, which I believe may easily be traced. Would you not say so? 

    RSSYes, in Nathan. 

    WCRI was wondering if the principles we are considering would be found in connection with Eutychus, who fell down from the third story, and Paul says: Be not troubled, for his life is in him. Paul fell on him and apparently revived him. Would the revival of Pauls ministry be what we need for that which has grown cold? 

    JTIt is quite a feature of it. Pauls ministry stands in relation to the Lords supper especially. 

    BTFWhat would you say the promise given to Bath-sheba regarding Solomon represents? 

    JTIt was a question of counsel. David had sworn in regard to Solomon that he should be king, so that in a way David was doubly responsible. On that account there should have been no question in his mind as to Solomon, and yet he never displeased Adonijah. He had uttered no protest against the aspirations of Adonijah, which I think is rather solemn. So much is allowed to pass amongst us, you know, that obviously is not right. 

    GWWDo you not think that was just the principle of decadence in connection with responsibility? 

    The thought of God is more or less before the soul, but the passing over of that which is in opposition to it brings about the state of decadence. 

    JTI think that is it. One has often noticed the inability or indisposition to even protest. Although you may feel you cannot cope with the difficulty, at any rate, you lift up your voice against what is against Christ. However covered it may be, you test it and you lift up your voice against it; this David omitted to do here. 

    GATSometimes we pass things over rather than allow them to be the means of bringing trouble. 

    JTBut it is a poor thing to be silent when the rights of Christ are in any way infringed. 

    JKIt is more in accordance with Gods mind to make at least a protest. 

    JTVery often power comes in with the protest. God comes in to support it. 

    AFMDo you regard this principle of antichrist, as found in Adonijah, as corresponding with what we find all around us in the terrible doctrines that have been formulated, or do you come closer than that? I was wondering if the saints were responsible for what we see around us, like Russellism, Christian Science, etc. That is all the spirit of antichrist, is it not? 

    JTA godly man would have an exercise as to everything that is found in the sphere of Christendom. You feel with Christ about things. The addresses to the assemblies cover the whole history of Christendom. If with the Lord, you feel things with Him; not only what may be connected with the few you are walking with, but the whole sphere of Christendom. The Lords name is connected with it, and you would feel with Him about things. 

    AFMI was thinking that concurrently with the revival of the Supper and affection for Christ, 

    these terrible things are being formulated by the enemy as an offset to that. 

    JTThere are many antichrists, 1 John 2:18. It is the character of them here. They had not avowed themselves openly. They went out that they might be manifest. They did not take on opposition to Christ openly. It is rather the character of their course, not what they said or taught that is in view. 

    WBWould you say that in a measure Luther was right? They were called Protestants. They protested against certain things done at that time. 

    JTYes, only they made the formal protest and supported it by worldly organisation, which has now resulted in Christendom, a leavened thing. If they had made their protest and withdrawn, and depended on the Lord and the Spirit, then they would have had the truth of the assembly. 

    WBInstead of that they used military arms and all that sort of thing to support it. 

    RSSSo that merely a protest is hardly sufficient? 

    JTNo, but one feels if you make one in the right way the Lord comes in to help, provided you do not lean on a brother to do it, or form a combination with others. If one has faith the Lord will come in to help in the protest, but the Reformers formed a worldly organisation to support theirs, which the Lord could not go on with. 

    GATIf something was wrong, would you not speak to such a one before protesting? 

    JTYes, but the danger is of forming special compacts for supporting a certain thought, or resisting a certain thought, which simply brings about a party or sect. If you make a protest look to the Lord to support it. He comes in, and as He comes in you have things divinely supported, and God is glorified in it. 

    ALMPaul did that way, he was fearless in meeting and contending with evil. 

    JTYes, he said, I withstood him to [the] face, Galatians 2:11. He did it on his own account, and the Lord supported him in it. 

    DRIs that what is set forth in Bath-sheba retiring to the king in her effort to overthrow the antichrist? Adonijah did not form a compact with her. 

    JTBath-sheba is moved by the word of the prophet. It is by Nathans word she is guided as to what to do. In fact she was remiss too. She apparently was not exercised of herself. Nathan brought about the exercise. It was the prophet. 

    WB-tWould you say it was a matter of life and death to her? 

    JTAnd so it is now. 

    HGThe prophet often discerns dangers that get in amongst us and has courage to expose them, with a view of the continuance or saving of the testimony. 

    JTThat is the thought. He was in that way a seer. He saw how things were, and Nathan really brings about the exercise. It is his word that brings about the movement. 

    WCRIt says in Johns epistle, prove the spirits. That is in connection with the spirit of antichrist. Bath-sheba had not proved the spirits, but Nathan had. 

    AFMDo you connect Nathan with the ministry of Abishag? 

    JTI think he is a counterpart. He goes to the one to whom the promise was made. He acts with skill and intelligence. It says in verse 11, And Nathan spoke to Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard. He goes to her first because it was to her the promise was made. Like Israel when Peter spoke to them; For to you is the promise he says, and to your children, and to all who [are] afar off, Acts 2:39. It was for them to be moved at that time. They had crucified Christ but now the promise was to them; of whom ..., says Paul, [is] the Christ, Romans 9:5. He had come to them and they had a claim. It was for them to come out and assert themselves. Three thousand did and they came into all the good of the true Solomon, in that way, but Peters word was a prophetic word. 

    AFMSo Bath-sheba represents the responsible element, does she not? 

    JTShe does from the maternal side. David was the paternally responsible element. Now, looking at the saints as represented in Bath-sheba, the promises are ours. We come in for all that refers to Christ, now and we do not want to lose these things. We are to share with Him in His glory. 

    AFMHence the value of a prophetic ministry. 

    JTYes, Paul says: For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, but it is for glory to God by us, 2 Corinthians 1:20. He states this, and then seeks that the Corinthians should be in the good of these things, of what was in Christ. Hence, no matter how you look at it, we should lay hold of what is available for us, and not let the enemy take it away from us. We are in danger of being deprived of things. The danger is always present, the antichristian element endeavouring to take away what belongs to Christ. 

    DRDo you not think that if the Lord had His place in our midst, that which is antichristian would be exposed? 

    JTNo doubt, but there is a constant tendency, not only to overlook that responsibility should be sustained by life, but to lose the sense of responsibility altogether; that these things are carried out in the energy of life by a right spirit being with us. It is very inspiring to see here how everything of God goes forward, and that His counsels are effected also that antichrist typically is exposed and comes to nothing. 

    GWWIt is not so much what is going on in Christendom outwardly, but the hindering of that which is according to God, seeking to introduce what would be destructive into our very midst. We are not only to see it in its terrible form all around, but how in an insidious way Satan seeks to instil these things into our midst. Hence we want, in regard to the Supper, strength which is of God, that what is contrary to Christ may be detected. 

    APWere not these things in Davids kingdom from the start? 

    JTIt is very remarkable in reading the Psalms how conspicuous the antichristian element is, as ever present to the spirit of the psalmists. From Johns writing up to the present the antichristian spirit has existed, and the godly have always had to contend with it, and it continues now; so that the many antichrists exist and the little children are always exposed. Young Christians are peculiarly exposed to antichristian influences. 

    FWTWill you please explain how the Supper works in connection with responsibility? 

    JTWhat I think has come before us is that the Supper introduces the vital element, by which the responsible persons are supported in carrying out their obligations in maintaining the rights of Christ. 

    GWWIn the Supper we have the exact opposite of what characterises antichrist, it refers to the One who went down to establish divine pleasure; in antichrist we see one going up to establish his own. Therefore when our souls are in the good of what is set forth in the Supper we are on our guard against the insidious spirit of antichrist; we shall not exalt man after the flesh. 

    JTIt says, Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself . I will be king; and he provided himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. He exalted himself. 

    DRDo you connect the antichristian spirit with the spirit set forth in Judas? It says of Jesus, was troubled in spirit (John 13:21) and later He said to Judas, What thou doest, do quickly, John 13:27. 

    JTThe elements were all there. The Lord exposed him and he went out after he received the morsel. 

    JKHow do the ninth and tenth verses of Johns third epistle connect with the antichristian spirit? 

    JTThat surely would be an antichristian spirit, only Diotrephes casts others out of the assembly, whereas the antichrist went out. I think it is very beautiful to see how the prophet, and the priest, and Benaiah the military representative, all combine and bring in the true man, the true king, Solomon. How very encouraging that God has helped in that way and brought about the enthronement of Christ in the saints affections, to the utter confusion and exclusion of all that is antichrist! 

    RSSWe have had a good deal on the side of Nathan the prophet. Now how does Zadok the priest come in in connection with this? 

    JTThe priestly state is ever needed in having to do with God; it was by the priest the true king was anointed. It says, Let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel; All is in perfect order here, it seems to me. There is resuscitation, for those responsible, the assertion of the rights of Christ in David; the prophetic word; and then the priestly element as anointing Solomon. It is very beautiful to see the true man, not only recognised, but anointed. 

    WBThe priest seems to take the lead there. Nathan the prophet comes in first and produces exercise, but in carrying out the wishes of the king the priest takes the lead? 

    JTYou see there is order in that. The priestly side naturally takes precedence of everything when it is present, but you know it has to be present; and I think the work of the Spirit is to bring about a priestly state among Gods people. Otherwise you do not have things according to God. Without a priest you do not have divine service. I am only introducing that remark as an additional feature. It is not a question of service, but without a priest you do not have things according to God. The prophet brings in God and exercises your soul, and then you are a priest as truly exercised. 

    EJWBenaiah seems to be the man in whom Gods power is shown. He takes the place of Joab. Joab comes out in his true character in this chapter, for he is carried away with Adonijah, but there is another man associated with Nathan and Zadok  Benaiah. I suppose he would represent the power of God working with that of which you were speaking. It is a great comfort to think that the power of God at the present time is with that which is working for the maintenance of the rights of Christ here. It is not only discernment in Nathan, and the priestly element in Zadok, but also the power of God with us. His power meeting the enemy I mean. 

    JTYes, that is very nice. Benaiah was finally over the host instead of Joab; 1 Kings 2:35. 

    AFMI suppose the point is that these elements should be existent amongst the saints at the present time. 

    DRReferring to what you said about the priest having divine sensibilities, is that what the apostle had in view when, in writing to the Corinthians, he said, Thus there is not a wise person among you?, 1 Corinthians 6:5. 

    JTYes. The priest is essential. If things are to be established and preserved according to God we must have the priest. 

    MLHDoes the priest not come in here in confirmation or support of the divine order, in accordance with the promise made to Bath-sheba? 

    JTYes. The way the facts are stated is very beautiful and inspiring: Zadok the priest took the horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, Long live king Solomon! Then it says, All the people came up after him . How great the victory; how complete it was! You have not only the assertion of the rights of Christ, but you secure the people in that way. There may be a fear that in raising your voice for Christ you will cause a disturbance and perhaps division. These of course are things you do not want, but the result is, if you really act for God you save not only the rights of God, but the people as well. The saints are preserved. A true witness delivereth souls, Proverbs 14:25. He really serves the people and secures them. 

    WB-tThat is very encouraging. 

    JTYes, Thy people it says, shall be willing in the day of thy power, Psalm 110:3. One has to reckon on that. The saints are perhaps, not as far away as you may think. 

    WB-tWe are a little afraid sometimes to act like Nathan. 

    JTYou have to count on what is of God in the saints however weak it may become in effect. When a true saint hears the trumpet sound he usually responds. 

    WB-tThe people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them. 

    JTAnd further in regard to David, when he refers to Solomon he says, Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, who has given one to sit on my throne this day, mine eyes even seeing it. What a great change from the beginning of the chapter, where Adonijah was acting in his pride and self exultation, and David saying nothing! Now Solomon is anointed and David is exulting over it. I think the wonderful range of truth in 1 Chronicles 22 to 29, comes in after this. David has come back to the counsel of God in Solomon. 

    GWWThat is very interesting. 

    WNIn what character is the Spirit manifested here in the prophet? 

    JTThe Spirit of God works in all these different characters, whether in Abishag, Nathan, Zadok, Benaiah or Bath-sheba, the Spirit works in all these characters. 

    AFMWe have not to combat evil. We are to judge the character of the moment, of course. 

    JTWe are to go on with the good, the positive. Nathan in going on with it displaced the antichristian system. The Lord will deal with antichrist in judgment. Of course we contend for the truth, but that is positive. The time is coming when the Lord shall deal with evil in a retributive way; we have not to do with that. Even Adonijah is not put to death until after David dies; that is, until this dispensation ends we do not have definite judgment. 

    WCRThey brought in Solomon, that is the point. 

    HGI had an exercise as to how we would locate amongst us today the elements found in the prophet, and the priest, and Benaiah. I understand in Nathan there is more the exposure of evil and indicating the Man that is to come in. Is the thought in the priest one who would build that Man into the hearts of the saints? 

    JTI would agree with that. The priest has a true apprehension of Christ. Here he anoints Solomon. Of course here that is literal, but it means, that you commit yourself so completely to that Man that all see it; your ministry, your demeanour, your words, all indicate that you are committed to that Man. 

    RSSIs it like Mary at Bethany anointing the Lord? 

    JTThat is a very beautiful illustration of it. She was committed to that Man. 

    RSSThe only thing Zadok does here, I think, is to anoint Solomon. And so it is a priestly state to anoint the Lord as Mary did. We can all do that. 

    HGHow about Benaiah. In what way does he come in now? 

    JTHe represents the military side. There is that which is to be defended and preserved; in that way you come on to Ephesian ground, to military service. 

    WCRAll these men represent elements found amongst the saints now. 

    GWWIn connection with Benaiah, is it not interesting to see here a man who met things single handed? He faces an Egyptian with a great spear, plucks the spear from his hands and slays him with it; and goes down in the midst of the pit in time of snow, to slay a lion. In him we have one who single handed met the power of the enemy and overthrew it, 2 Samuel 23:20, 21. That sort of spirit comes in to actuate us in a time when things opposed to God have to be met single handed. 

    EJWI was thinking as to Benaiah that what we get in 2 Timothy would answer to it. Timothy is to remember not only to labour like a good husbandman, to be a good workman, and to wrestle lawfully, but he is also to be a good soldier, and the power of God was to come out in suffering evil along with the testimony. 

    WBThe power of endurance is what marks a soldier. 

    GWWOur exercise must be that all these things we have been looking at should really have their place in our own souls, so that there may be a fulfilment of responsibility in connection with Christ. 

    EJWOne could hardly think of anything more to be desired than to have part in that which is being carried on by the Spirit of God here for the maintenance of Christ, when, so to speak, the responsible side, as represented in David, has grown old and feeble. God would have the testimony maintained until Solomon comes in, and one could hardly think of anything more to be desired than to have part in that. 

    WBI was struck with the rapidity with which things go on: the king is anointed and sits on the throne. He reaches the throne quickly. There is generally a good deal of delay in seating a king on a throne, but things seem to have gone on very rapidly here. 

    JTThe kings business required haste. You feel there is no delay to be made when His things are in question. 

    RSSIt was a critical moment. 

    JTThe opposing element was in its strength, there was no time to lose. John says it is the last hour, and there are many antichrists, 1 John 2:18. 

  
    MAN (14) (JT 71)

    1 Kings 1:1 - 53

    JTIt is thought that this chapter should be looked at now and the second chapter this evening. We might note too that this being Election Day, man in the political sense will be before the people; so that it should be opportune for us to consider the idea of man as he is according to God, and man according to God is Christ! The man Christ Jesus is the word: One mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 1 Timothy 2:5. This is a long chapter but it is one whole subject, a question of kingship, man in the place of rule; and that man, according to God, is Christ. Many men have ruled, there have been great leaders in the world, the Caesars and others; but we must come to it that the only real Man according to God is Christ; and then of course those who are His. And so we are enjoined to be men, Quit yourselves like men; be strong, 1 Corinthians 16:13 so we do well to follow the matter up. Another thing to be added is that the word man covers woman as well as man: Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion; Genesis 1:26 the them includes the sisters as well as the brothers, So that the idea of dominion should be native to us, we should all learn to be men in the sense of being according to Christ, godly men as in Christ who is the one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 1 Timothy 2:5. 

    ABPHad David seen some of the features in Solomon that he had learned should be in the one who rules amongst men? He says, in his last words, The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, the ruler among men shall be just, ruling in the fear of God, 2 Samuel 23:3. 

    JTAnd he was asserting what he was himself as constituted to rule; and of course in reality that Man is Christ. It is remarkable how often David is mentioned in the New Testament, in the Acts and in the book of Revelation too. So clearly the thought should be with us on this particular day, this Election Day, as to our Man. Who is our choice? It is not that we would say a word against the government, but we want to think of our Man, and who is He? It is the man Christ Jesus, 1 Timothy 2:5. We do not want to say anything that would discredit the government or the members of it because we are thankful for them; The authorities ... are set up by God, Romans 13:1 it says; they are ordained of God and we should recognise that. 

    ANWDoes the Spirit help us to see the pronounced opposite in Adonijah who exalted himself? He exalted himself, saying, I will be king. Our glorious Man humbled Himself and was exalted by God! 

    JTAnd so it is that David said to Solomon in chapter 2, Be a man, 2 Kings 2:2. David said that to him. 

    FHLShould we look at the type as completed in David and Solomon together? 

    JTI suppose that is really what is in mind; the idea should be followed up in both men, first in David and then in Solomon. And of course when the time comes, please God, we shall find that the New Testament brings out how kingship shines in Christ; because Christ is foreshadowed in these types, first in the book of Genesis where the idea of man begins: Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion Genesis 1:26; and as we have said before, the woman is included in the word man, 

    FJFIs that why in the ordinary affairs the queen has a great place with the king? Is the thought there that woman is necessary to fill out the thought of kingship? 

    JTI do not know that there has ever been a queen held in greater honour according to men than Queen Victoria, and she was truly a queen, ruling the country. Her husband had not the distinction of being king but he was her husband. Queen Victoria, I think, represents the idea of queenship as we might get it among men; her reign was, I believe, ordered of God and the country prospered under her. I am speaking now of what God has raised up; and I might add that I believe President Roosevelt, whom God greatly honoured in this country, was used too in the same sense; he helped forward the things of God. We are not here to say much as to the rulers, but only to point out what God is pleased to bring out and effect for His people, that His people might be in peace and that the truth might continue to have free course. And so with David, who is before us, his name is mentioned remarkably often in the New Testament. Revelation speaks of the root of David and it is the Lord Jesus who is mentioned in that connection; the Lord Jesus is spoken of thus. 

    CAMSpeaking of the feminine side, would it be right to look at Abishag as referring to the way the saints have been strengthened to apprehend the assembly, so that it has made room for a right apprehension of manhood according to Christ? 

    JTAnd of course the truth of the assembly in a certain sense has to be regarded as feminine, the word assembly must be regarded as feminine when we consider it as Christs body. 

    RWSJust how do you view Abishag? 

    JTOh, I do not know that there is much to say beyond what is said of her at the outset of the chapter; she is a suitable person to nourish David the king in his old age. She is regarded as a suitable person to do that, her character is clearly intimated, in that sense. 

    RWSOur brother mentioned her name in connection with the assembly, and I too wondered if there was some veiled thought of the assembly here in her personally. 

    JTWell, I suppose that might be said, but you would have to put it into it I would think. She is just as described, nothing more than that so far as I can see. It is a question of David and Solomon, of the house of David, the man that ruled as we have already said in the fear of God. 

    ANWAm I right in thinking that there is some involvement of the assembly in Revelation 12 where it says, She brought forth a male son, who shall shepherd all the nations with an iron rod; and her child was caught up to God and to his throne? Revelation 12:5. Does that involve the assembly with Christ in the being caught up? 

    FJFI think Mr. Darby regarded that scripture in that way. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bring forth, in order that when she brought forth he might devour her child. And she brought forth a male son, who shall shepherd all the nations with an iron rod; and her child was caught up to God and to his throne, Revelation 12:4,5. 

    ANWWhat has helped me about it, is that the child is caught up. I do not think that there is any suggestion in the Scriptures exactly of Jesus personally having been caught up, but that word does apply to the assembly. I thought that suggests that there might be something more involved  it might include the woman  the assembly. While it is an emphatic male son, yet the expression as to catching up is applied to the feminine side actually in the assembly, and never to Christ. 

    JTYou would have to press the thing a little to see that I am afraid, because the word male emphasises the idea of the masculine and we have to make way for all that in the book of Revelation. The assembly must make room for it, but the female side comes in in chapter 21. You get the twelve in chapter 21. 

    EALThere seems to be double emphasis on the masculine, it is a male son. 

    JTJust so; we must make room for the masculine side so as to get the authority and the order that is so needed in the book of Revelation. But in chapter 21 we have the idea of twelve enlarged upon, which brings out the administrative side. It says, The holy city, Jerusalem ... having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, Revelation 21:12. And then later, The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, Revelation 21:14. That is not the assembly in relation to Paul, it is the apostolic assembly; the work of the twelve is in mind in that chapter; it is the assembly in relation to the twelve. That should be held in our minds to follow up the truth; not that we want to go too much into the New Testament at this time, but just to link on the truth. 

    SWWould you differentiate between the truth of the assembly as developed by Paul and the apostolic assembly? 

    JTThe Pauline truth as to the assembly was reserved for the filling out or the completing of the word of God. It came in after the initial ministry of the twelve. The assembly in relation to the twelve was a primary thought; He sat down with the twelve, Matthew 26:14 it says. Judas of course failed them but the Lord kept in mind that He had the twelve. Paul and Barnabas were apostles, too. So that the idea of apostleship is held in the mind but the twelve apostles of the Lamb are referred to in Revelation. 

    EEHDoes the number twelve emphasise that idea? 

    JTThat is what I thought exactly; the number twelve is the idea, and in Revelation 21 particularly. 

    JTJrHe appeared to the twelve according to 1 Corinthians 15. 

    JTYes, to the twelve, and then to above five hundred brethren; but then Paul says He appeared to him also as to an abortion. 

    ARDo you get the idea of authority emphasized in Nathan the prophet? He instructs Bathsheba to go to David. 

    JTWell, I think we get the idea of personality in the prophet; Nathan is a peculiar personality, the meaning of his name is gift, I believe. 

    RWSThere is a transitional period in this chapter. Is there some parallel with our own times, as to whether we are prepared to be definite in committal to the right kind of manhood? It seems a difficult time in this chapter, a transitional time with Adonijah seeking the throne and others seeking their own. Is it not a challenge as to our committal to this kind of man we are considering and whether we will definitely come over on the side of the kingship of Christ? 

    JTI think we have to consider our subject from that point of view, as to what man is in the place of rule. We have the two leaders of the tribe in that sense, David and Solomon, the two great kings in the same family in the place of rule. We have to see how that is to be worked out in our assembly relations, I would say. 

    VCLSo that there is emphasis added to the importance of manhood in the reserves which God has when His man is attacked. 

    JTI think that is a great matter, negatively, that during the past one hundred years the idea of kingship has greatly lost its power in the world; even in the British system kingship has lost its power. So that we come down to what we may call radicalism. Radicalism has, to a great degree, displaced kingship. Kingship in Great Britain has been stripped of much of its power, which now is vested in the prime minister; the king has little power so far as that goes, except that it is the policy of the British system to retain the idea. But God is retaining the idea, and He is retaining it amongst the brethren; and we want to maintain kingship, to quit ourselves like men and be strong. 

    JTJrThe radical idea should have no place amongst us; it is current politically but we are to judge it. 

    FJFIs not our King supreme, as out of death and crowned with glory and honour? 

    JTWhat is the word as to honouring the king as supreme? Be in subjection ... whether to the king as supreme, or to rulers as sent by him, 1 Peter 2:13,14. We are to honour the idea, even if it is among ourselves; we are to honour real manhood. 

    QuesIs that what is meant at the end of 1 Timothy, King of those that reign? 1 Timothy 6:15. 

    JTJust so, there it is; the Spirit of God carries it through. 

    ABPShould we keep in mind the word in Matthew that Jesus was born King, the king of the Jews that has been born? Matthew 2:2. 

    JTYes; the wise men sought the king ... that has been born. 

    ANWGovernment of the people, by the people and for the people fits the present day, but it is not in the Scripture. 

    JTQuite so, that was mentioned in Lincolns speech at Gettysburg; well, we must honour Lincoln as a man; I certainly do, because God honoured him. But he was put to death, even that we must not forget, keeping in mind that kings and presidents are to be prayed for that they might not be assassinated. 

    QuesReference has been made to keeping in mind the dual thought of David and Solomon. What are the principal differences between them? 

    JTWell, David is the principal idea as regards kingship, he is the beginning of it. Solomon followed that out, but he was a real man too and David made a point of it that he should be a man. And that is the thing to keep before us if we are real christians, to be men after Christ. 

    RemThe principle comes into this chapter that rule is on the basis, not of election, but of sovereign selection. 

    EALThat is shown in the end of 1 Chronicles where it says, And Solomon sat on the throne of Jehovah as king instead of David his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him, 1 Chronicles 29:23. Solomon was sitting on the throne of Jehovah while David was still alive. That is sovereign selection. 

    FJFAre we not going to sit on the throne with the Lord, and are we not prepared for that now? 

    JTThat is the idea I think; manhood is the thought that is to be carried through: Quit yourselves like men, be strong, 1 Corinthians 16:13. 

    VCLThe prophet moves in quickly when there is an attack made upon Solomon, the man of Gods choice, of whom it had been said, Jehovah loved him. Should not that readiness to preserve manhood according to God be found with us? 

    JTIt is a very remarkable thing that Solomon is made so much of in that sense; Jehovah loved him, it says; very remarkable! 

    QuesHave we in one sense even now come in the assembly to Solomons reign? David was a valiant man and a man of war, but now we might say we have come to the time of Solomon where peace is enjoyed in the assembly under the influence of the Spirit. 

    JTVery good; I think the Lord is greatly helping us in that very point. These meetings on manhood ought to help us, and I think they do. 

    FHLIt would seem as if a test came in as to how things are to be kept alive, but God has His reserve man. Solomon is there. We must recognize that what God has before Him will go through in its power and glory, will it not? 

    JTAnd what encourages us to think that it shall go through is the way the Spirit of God is given a place, and where the Spirit has a place He makes much of Christ, the Man. It is the Man that is in mind, the man Christ Jesus. That could not be said of the Spirit but it is said of Christ. We want to cultivate the idea of manhood in Christ. 

    JHEThe Lord said, He shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you, John 16:14. He ever presents Christ to us, the perfect Man. 

    FJFDo you think that after we have remembered the Lord in the breaking of bread we look to the Lord Jesus as our great Solomon? It says, A greater than Solomon is here, Matthew 12:42. 

    JTAnd then He makes much of God the Father; that is what comes out at the Lords supper. The Father comes into evidence in due course and the Lord sees to that; He sees that the Father is brought in. That is a great matter. 

    SWDoes sonship shine out in Solomon in relation to manhood? This chapter speaks much of Solomon as Davids son. And I wondered if, as we are enabled to reach the thought of sonship, manhood shines out in us, so that we can enter into the service of God? 

    JTVery good; I will tell you what comes to me. If we think of our sisters, the Lord is giving them a unique place amongst us and we are coming to see it more than ever but one thing that is perhaps not taken into account is that they are all sons; every sister is a son, a very remarkable thing. 

    FJFWhy must they be silent in the assembly? 

    JTIt is a question of the wisdom of God, it is the wisdom of God to say, Let your women be silent in the assemblies, 1 Corinthians 14:34. 

    FJFBut why have they to be silent? I was wondering whether it is that God always maintains His government while we are here on earth? I was thinking of the fall, the woman sinned; Paul tells us that she was in transgression, 1 Timothy 2:14. Is it that Gods government is maintained while we are here? 

    JTI should think so; and it is a matter that causes discipline, it brings out the usefulness of discipline. 

    EEHIs headship the idea? The head of every man is Christ, 1 Corinthians 11:3. 

    JTJust so, it makes way for headship. It does not say that every man is a christian, but that Christ is the head of every man. It is a wonderful remark. 

    ABPWith reference to the fall and womans place as a result, is not the point that the woman was deceived made in 1 Timothy 2? It says, The woman, having been deceived, was in transgression 1 Timothy 2:14. 

    JTShe was in transgression. It is a very humbling thing that she has to bear that in her mind throughout the history of humanity. Yet she was remarkably honoured in that she was made, not out of clay, but out of a rib taken out of Adam; she was more honoured than Adam in that sense, because Adam was made of clay. 

    ABPIs it right to say that the woman sinned as being deceived while Adam sinned knowing what he was doing? 

    JTWell, quite so. The onus is put on the fact that it was the woman that was in transgression, and it runs down through the history of humanity. The cure of it all is what is in Christ. We are to be like Him, and we shall be like Him, for we shall see him as he is 1 John 3:2. That is where we get true manhood. 

    JTJrI suppose in the assembly the sisters can in their spirits be in the sense of sonship, in the meetings; but they must wait actually for the change, that is the body of glory, before they can actually function as the men do now. Would that be right? 

    JTWell, the only thing to be said is that they come into the place of manhood in Christ. We shall see him as he is 1 John 3:2: because of that we shall be like him. So that the sisters come into manhood in that sense because they are sons; they are sons; Now are we the sons of God, 1 John 3:2 it says. And then the Spirit is given to sisters as well as to brothers, and sonship lies in the Spirit, in having the Spirit of God. 

    ANWThey already have sonship feelings. 

    JTThey ought to, and no doubt they do have sonship feelings; it is what we all come into as sons of God. We are sons of God and the sisters are included in that and the Spirit of God is in them as He is in the brothers; and therefore they have the consciousness of sonship. 

    ARIt says that God has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies, Ephesians 2:6. They must be included in that also. 

    JTJust so; He has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus Ephesians 2:6; that is the dignity of it. 

    ARThe sisters must work out the truth in their own minds. 

    CAMIs it not an evidence that they are in the good and spirit of sonship inasmuch as they write hymns, and they can sing in the Spirit. There are hymns in our book by the sisters. 

    JTQuite so, some of the best, and we expect more. We understand that quite a number have been made available for the hymn-book revision. It will be a question of how they come up to the mark. 

    AATSisters are to be silent in the assembly, but are there not occasions when the sisters are present with the brothers when they are not required to be silent, such as a baptism meeting? That is a household setting. 

    JTWell, quite so, I go with that. 

    WWMIs it not very important to see how this matter is explained? It says in 1 Timothy 2, I do not suffer a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over man, but to be in quietness; for Adam was formed first, then Eve: and Adam was not deceived; but the woman, having been deceived, was in transgression; 1 Timothy 2:12 - 14 showing that the man was placed in authority, and that should be maintained and recognised by the woman. 

    JTThat is what we have been saying. We must observe what Scripture says, for the women are to learn in silence, but they are to learn nevertheless. Then again the superiority of the masculine to the feminine is also to be pointed out; it is largely in Pauls writings, almost entirely. He is used of God to bring out this feature of distinction between men and women. At the same time the Spirit of God is helping us to bring out the truth of the assembly; that that is the thing to get before us; not simply the actuality of men and women, but to get the thing worked out in the assembly. The Spirit of God is here to work things out for us in the assembly; that is the thing that God is honouring, it is the great thought. It has hardly been recognized for years, for hundreds of years, but God has brought it to light in the revival and is stressing it now; and that the men are to be distinguished in the services. 

    QuesWould you say more about sisters taking part at baptisms? There seems to be a little difficulty over the difference between the household setting and the position as gathered together in assembly. 

    JTThat has just been referred to, but there might be some need for the sisters to speak in a wider setting; we might have to question a sister if things are not right with her and she would have to speak in answer. We had a case like that in New York with two sisters, and they were very naughty. Nevertheless we may have to ask questions of sisters and they ought to answer them. 

    ANWThat was on the occasion of an assembly meeting. 

    AATWhat I had in my mind in asking the question was the household setting connected with baptisms or other occasions. Should a sister not be free to ask a question in that setting if she wanted to? 

    JTCertainly. 

    RWSWhen it says, Let your women be silent in the assemblies, 1 Corinthians 13:44 do I understand you to include what we call the care meeting as one of the meetings in which women are to be silent? 

    JTI would not say that; I should be glad to hear a sister say something if spoken in a comely way, a lowly way; if she had any information to give, why not? I would not hesitate to say yes. 

    APWould the daughters of Zelophehad confirm that in Numbers 27? 

    JTYes, quite; read it please. 

    APThen drew near the daughters of Zelophehad ... saying, Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the band of them that banded themselves together against Jehovah in the band of Korah; but he died in his own sin, and he had no sons. Why should the name of our father be taken away from his family, because he has no son? Give unto us a possession among the brethren of our father. And Moses brought their cause before Jehovah, Numbers 27:1 - 5. 

    JTThe word is, The daughters of Zelophehad speak right Numbers 27:7, that is the thing to keep in mind; they spoke right. 

    QuesDoes Matthew 18 give the sisters scope to speak in the care meeting for instance? May a sister be a witness as in that chapter: But if he do not hear thee, take with thee one or two besides, that every matter may stand upon the word of two witnesses or of three, Matthew 18:16. 

    JTSisters could give the witness; certainly I would say that, if it is done in a humble lowly way. 

    DMacdIn regard to the household setting, Acts 12 might help. When Peter came out of prison he came to the house of Mary where many were gathered together and praying; and it was Rhoda that reported that Peter had returned. There is a sister speaking in the household setting. 

    JTQuite so; that very chapter has been used in relation to a certain matter that has happened among us, that if a sister has something needful for the carrying out of the discipline and order of the assembly, there is no reason why she should not say it; why she should not speak. 

    FHLThat is not an assembly meeting in the light of 1 Corinthians 14 where it says it is a shame for a sister to speak in the assembly? 

    JTThat is quite right; there are other circumstances in which they can speak, as we have said, but I think that what you point out is quite right. 

    SWWould you say that if sisters had occasion to speak at a care meeting, it would be a matter of intelligence and seemliness? 

    JTSeemliness is what should mark the thing. 

    JHEWhen it says that it is a shame for a woman to speak in the assembly, does not the context show that it is when we come together in assembly for ministry? There a woman would take her place in silence. 

    JTShe would take her place, whatever is needed, in a seemly way; that is the idea. I think that is the thing that is to be emphasized particularly, that in the place the woman has to take in the service of God she should be seemly about it. 

    GPWhat about Luke 2 where Anna spoke? 

    JTRead the passage please, for that is one of the things that God is helping in, to give attention to Scripture that it may be spoken accurately. 

    GPAnd there was a prophetess, Anna, daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, who was far advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from her virginity, and herself a widow up to eighty-four years; who did not depart from the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers; and she coming up the same hour gave praise to the Lord, and spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem, Luke 2:36 - 38. 

    JTThat is wonderful! It clearly establishes what we are saying as to what sisters may do or say and be seemly in what they are doing or saying. 

    RFDNow that all are attending the care meetings, will it still be proper to announce a week in advance the names of any seeking their place as is now the custom? 

    JTWell, that has often come up and we have nothing to say against it. It is only a question of time and there cannot be anything lost in waiting. God uses it, it is needful to establish the truth. 

    QuesWhere do sisters prophesy? 

    JTWell, that is another thing we have in the balance; some of us are not sure where it should be; but clearly there is the suggestion that sisters should speak and prophesy. God will bring it out in time, we shall have to wait. 

    EALThere is considerable enquiry about this matter. In Acts 2 Peter quotes from Joel, And your daughters shall prophesy, Acts 2:17. Would the fact that this scripture is brought forward into the New Testament, mean that the sisters must now take on characteristically this idea of prophesying? 

    JTAnd that would promote modesty and humility. 

    JTJrThe chapter just alluded to in Luke includes Mary and Elizabeth as well as Anna. 

    JTQuite so, very good. 

    WJSIt would not be permitted in all meetings for a woman to speak, would it? Verses 34 and 35 of 1 Corinthians 14 refer to the woman keeping silence and that it is a shame for a woman to speak in the assembly. Would that be confined to meetings of an assembly character, and in that way give room for sisters to speak only in meetings that are not of an assembly character? 

    JTClearly they are not to speak in assembly, but then there are other meetings, as has been indicated, in which they can be free to speak. 

    WJSYou would not expect a sister to take part in a prayer meeting, would you? 

    JTNo, I should not be free for that. There is much to be clarified, and we are waiting on the Lord for the clarification, because I think the Lord is ready to give things out that we have not had earlier. It is a question of being patient so that they may come out with authority. 

    RWSIf that Scripture in 1 Corinthians 14 were taken too literally the sisters would not be able to say, Amen. Does it not bear upon ministry in the assembly? You would hardly expect a sister to give a word in the meeting. 

    JTIt would not be in accord with the general spirit of ministry. 

    FHLThe scripture in 1 Corinthians 14 seems to be linked with the thought of asking questions, does it not? If there is to be the learning, let them ask at home. 

    JTJust so, ask at home. There is so much to be learned, and it is a time I believe to be patient so that we may learn; because God is very liberal in what He is ready to give out. It is a matter of being patient. 

    EALThen too, we do not want to shut out the sisters who have no husbands from asking so we have to see just what is meant by the passage. 

    JTSpeaking in ordinary language, as one might say, we can read between the lines and see there are many things left that are not definitely spoken; but we ought to be intelligent enough to see what is between the lines as it were. There is much like that in all known writings, but especially in the Scriptures. 

    VCLDoes not Paul write of what is characteristically seemly in assembly order as helped by the power of the Spirit? 

    JTVery good. 

  
    PROPHETIC MINISTRY BEARING ON SERVANTS AND SERVICE (JT 87)

    2 Samuel 7: 14 - 18; 2 Samuel 12:7 - 9; 2 Samuel 12:24, 25; 1 Kings 1: 22 - 37

    JTWhat is in mind is to call attention to prophetic ministry as bearing on the servants of God and on the service of God. We are all servants, but those more particularly in mind are those engaged in the divine service. Prophetic ministry is, of course, part of Gods service, but in Nathan it assumes a Davidic character. According to the record his ministry has David in mind, and eventuates in Solomon, who is indicated in 2 Samuel 7, although not named. This is the first important service of Nathan, and his message has in mind the limitation of David in his service, and the introduction of a son. The result with David was that he went in and sat before Jehovah, so that the service, whilst limiting him, added to him qualitatively. He sat before the Lord, implying that he had gained through the message and moved in the light of the liberty of sonship. Then the next message, or service of Nathan, eventuates in the actual son, Solomon; but, although it dealt with a most grievous crime, David himself increases in spiritual power and becomes a worshipper again through Nathans service under God. Then Nathan is employed to give the supreme touch to the event, in that he is said to name Solomon, the son already intimated, Jedidiah, which means that Jehovah loved him, so that we have quality again. Finally, we have, through Nathans service, Solomon on the throne. It is clear, therefore, that this prophets service, according to the records, is almost entirely engaged with David and Solomon, and the service eventuates in the worship of God in the greatest quality hitherto seen. He writes of David after his death, and he writes of Solomon too, and we are told that he had part in the very ordering of the service of God in conjunction with the king. So that it seems to me that this line of thought in connection with Nathan would elevate our thoughts as to prophetic ministry which God is stressing, how that it reaches high, so to say, and produces spiritual quality amongst those who are serving. 

    CACWould you say that it implies conditions that are not quite suitable to God to begin with, but which are adjusted? 

    JTThat is right. Nathan seems to be honoured in that he is dealing with the remarkable effect of the work of God. We may regard David as outstanding as representing the work of God, but he showed himself in these instances as adjustable. The more the work of God has effect in us the more adjustable we shall be. Nathan showed at the outset that he was thoroughly sympathetic with David; he was not a critic or a complainer; David too had confidence in him. If one is seeking to serve the saints as subjects of the work of God, it is a great matter to ensure their confidence. Normally, if one is sent of God he would inspire confidence in the brethren, and I think David clearly had confidence in Nathan, for he told him what was in his heart. In the earlier verses it says, And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. He has no criticism to make, he is with the king, evidently having his confidence, and hence, David would all the more readily receive his message. If we have the confidence of the brethren, we shall have power with them. 

    GCSWould Saul be a contrast? He never seems to have got the gain of Samuels ministry. 

    JTWhereas David never resents any criticism or reproof on the part of his prophets, namely Nathan and Gad; he is always amenable to their rebukes. We shall never get any gain from the ministry meetings, as we rightly call them, unless we, especially those who serve, come in this attitude of soul. That those who would serve them should have their confidence is seen here in Nathan. Evidently he had Davids confidence, and he shows he was worthy of it, for he had no criticism of his thought to build a house, and so David is all the more ready to listen to the message. But what is particularly in mind is to show the exalted results of this ministry of Nathan. It is, I believe, set down in the scripture for this purpose, all else left out but what bears on David and Solomon. 

    QuesWhat was the difference between the three seers  Nathan, Gad and Heman? I wondered why the three were mentioned. 

    JTIt seems to me that David must have encouraged the prophetic ministry. Samuel occupied a different position from either of those three, he was never regarded as one of Davids prophets, but we see how David valued him. I think those three allude to the spirit of encouragement which David accorded to the prophets and the liberty with him that he clearly afforded them. The influence of the king was so great that it was of all importance he should be kept right, and so today it is of all importance that those who are serving in a prominent way should be kept right. Their influence is necessarily great. The bearing of such a ministry is qualitative; it results in quality such as is needed in the service of God. Hence the Lord is helping us to steer away from Philistine methods, such as the saints suffered from earlier, and get us on to the Davidic line of things, making for quality in the service of God. 

    QuesDo you think we should be concerned that the underlying circumstances of such a meeting would warrant the Lord giving a definite word and some definite result for the increase of the service of God? 

    JTExactly; that is what I was thinking, and if there is mutual confidence in the prophets the bearing of the message will be to increase spirituality. There is a beautiful confidence between David and Nathan. I suppose his thought was that David was on the right line. His judgment was right that there should be a house, Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. There was no doubt about the thought being right, and that Jehovah was with him, for it was a fact that Jehovah was with him. Nathans name means a gift, and at a time like this David would value such a man, especially after this message. David would feel himself a greater man after he received Nathans message than he was before, for we never read of his going in and sitting before Jehovah before, and we have to attribute it to Nathans message. So, Nathan would be more lovable to David henceforth. 

    JSWould you say that the more the work of God goes on in a mans soul the more he will appreciate one like Nathan, what God gives, however humbling it may be? 

    JTAnd not only so, but a gift, as we were saying. The Lord having gone on high has given gifts to men, prophets, evangelists, shepherds, teachers and the like, but Nathan is more than that. The man, I think, is peculiarly so. Attention is drawn, not only to the gift the man has, but to the man himself. His name means a gift, and he is mentioned here for the first time, so as to express what Davids mind would be, how a mans service in the ministry is endeared to us and the man himself, because of his manner and ways. He is with you as far as he can go, not on a critical line, but with you as far as he can go. He is with God too, and that is the principal thing. He is available to God, and so we get him here, as it says, And it came to pass that night that the word of Jehovah came to Nathan. It would look as if he was a man God could act upon when he was by himself. 

    RemSo if I am one who serves, I should expect God to speak to me in the ministry meeting, as well as to any. 

    JTJehovah spoke to him at night. It would indicate that God would have him by himself. The Lord speaks of how His reins instructed Him in the night seasons. The night seasons should enable us to be available to God to speak to us, not only in the meetings, but alone  in our quiet moments. 

    GCSThe Lord was all day in the temple, but at night on the mountain, in His own sphere with God. 

    JTThat is what is stated: Jesus went to the mount of Olives. I suppose if we could have seen the Lord in the night seasons on the mount of Olives we would have been impressed with His attitude. On one occasion He went out to Bethany to spend the night, which would indicate what one finds amongst the brethren, but generally, whilst He was in Jerusalem, His resort was in the mount of Olives; the others went to their own homes. 

    FWWWhy does Nathan trace Davids history back to the time when he was taken from following the sheep? 

    JTI suppose that would bring home to David what God had done for him. It is well to go over our histories in that way. It says, I took thee from the pasture-grounds, from following the sheep, to be prince over my people, over Israel; and I have been with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are on the earth. It would remind him of what God had done for him. 

    FWWWould it suggest also a good place to start in the service of God, looking after the sheep? 

    JTYes. The facts relative to him in his youth would honour God viewed from that point of view. He had a spiritual ancestry too. Joseph had instructed his five brethren as to what Pharaoh would ask them as to their occupation; they were to say that they were shepherds and their fathers were too, and yet that was a reproach in Egypt. But here it would be to show that God had taken him from such lowly occupation, and, as it says, made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are on the earth. The Lord had said in regard of the disciples, I will make you ...; He took them from their fishing boats, and made them fishers of men. 

    EEBDoes it show in any way how we need to continue in the thought of mercy? This great servant has a sense of what God had done entirely. It was nothing of himself, but what God had made him. 

    JTThat is what we must keep steadily in mind, that whatever one is is what he is made. God loves to make us something too, but He makes us for Himself. 

    QuesIs your thought that the prophetic ministry would maintain David in that position? 

    JTIt comes in here at a time of needed regulation, which we all need, especially those who serve, even although we may be getting on to the end. A prophetic word conveys to us the mind of God as to us, and the mind of God is to limit me. It was to limit David here, and yet to enlarge him in another sense, for he is perfectly satisfied with the adjustment. He went in and sat before the Lord, the message beautifully couched in grace indicating what a beloved man Nathan was. So it says, According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak to David. It is the kind of thing, what ministry really is. You get a word from the Lord as you wait upon Him for the brethren, and then He is well able to clothe it properly according to His mind. So, in the visit of Moses to the mount, the communications were after the tenor of these words, meaning that God had confidence in Moses that he would convey things after the tenor of what Jehovah had said. 

    QuesSo, would it stir up the very best that the work of God is capable of bringing about in the persons to whom it appeals? 

    JTIf God is sending a message to you He has the whole field of service in mind, and as David says, He speaks for a great while to come, and the limitations He may impose upon us indicate that He has somebody else in mind to do the work better, for God understands each vessel and has them for a certain purpose. The truth is, the message is to make way for sonship. Solomon is not yet mentioned by name, but as the son; and that shows what God is doing. He is stressing sonship, so that each one of us takes his place restfully before God, instead of being too much aglow with his service and talking about it. As with the disciples, they came back and told the Lord how much they had done, cast out demons and healed the sick, but the Lord said, Do not rejoice in that, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven. Really, it is sonship being impressed upon us, that each one is greater than his service. 

    AJGIs that in order that the servant may exemplify what his service is intended to produce? 

    JTThe servant ought to be personally greater. In truth, in the divine mind, he is greater than his service, and sonship is the thought. 

    RemNathan does not resent the word; he is perfectly sympathetic with it. 

    JTYes, and he speaks well of him, and gives him a great place, and the Lord said He would establish his kingdom. The thought is that one becomes restful as to the future; matters are all settled, and this message is from God, and is adjusting upon me, limiting my service. God being infinite in wisdom; but He is speaking well of me all the time and showing me as to His will in the future, speaking for a great while to come. So we are restful, and nothing can be better than Gods ordering for us; even limitation does not interfere with that. 

    CACAnd He brings in a great thought that had not been in Davids mind, bringing in the thought of the son, and enlargement. 

    JTThat is what I thought. It was really an extension of David, so to speak. It was what would come from him, and it seems as if Davids soul was enlarged by the thought, and it is indicated by the fact that he goes in and sits before the Lord. The mind of God was concerning things to come, greater than He had said before. 

    Now in the next passage, David is a great sinner, reminding us of what the most prominent is liable to, a very humbling thing. Again, it is Nathan, and, although he is directed by Jehovah, it does not seem as if Jehovah told him to speak the parable. It just says, And Jehovah sent Nathan to David, but he spoke the parable himself. It would look as if he would break the matter to David in a gracious way, so that he condemns himself before he knows it. Great ministers are liable to excuse themselves, but David is condemning himself before he knows it. That shows the skill of Nathan. Then we are told in verse 7, And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man!, and then it says what Jehovah said. 

    FWWWhat is the bearing of this second incident in regard to Nathan? 

    JTI think it is to bring out what we were saying at the beginning in the way of positive results. After all, what is ministry if there are no results? But it seems as if God is honouring prophetic ministry in a supreme way in showing results in Nathan. It brings about worship in David, and then Nathan is sent to name the son he had already spoken about. David called him Solomon, which was right, but the name given by Nathan is Jedidiah. He is used in it and has part in the actual result. He sent and named him Jedidiah, as if a brother is able to see the most refined result of his service and able to name it. It is what God loves, a result for God. 

    LDMIt is a beautiful touch, for Jehovahs sake. 

    JTShowing Jehovahs part in the thing. He has part in these meetings, and we may be sure He will get the best. He knows how to single out what there is for Him, and here it is Jedidiah, what Jehovah loves. Surely every true servant would have that in mind, what Jehovah loves. 

    AJGDoes it show that prophetic ministry will necessarily take account of moral conditions among the people of God, and always has in view the end that God is working for? 

    JTI think that is right. The Scriptures afford us, even if in an abstract way, what the divine intent is. Ephesians is that; it is generally an abstract view, that we are raised up together and made to sit down together in heavenly places. It is anticipative, but it is the mind of God. It is what He has in mind and what He loves. The epistle begins with what is before Him, that we are to be before Him in love. So the minister has that in mind; he aims high, having in mind something for God. 

    QuesDoes prophetic ministry bring us into the presence of God? 

    JTThat is what we see here supremely. David is brought into the presence of God in each case, and in this particular instance he writes a psalm which must have been extremely pleasing to God. Nathans name is brought into it, showing that he is carried on into the result, for the psalm must be for God. 

    QuesWould David represent the real character of the saints here, as well as being a servant? 

    JTQuite so. There are excellent qualities in him, as was remarked at the beginning. He stands out as representing the work of God, and I believe this is the explanation of the great place given him, God viewing His work abstractly. Aside from all his terrible failures, the work was there. 

    RemSo Jedidiah would be the extension of David, David meaning beloved, and Jedidiah beloved of Jehovah. 

    JTSo it is the continuation of David really, for it is stressed earlier that he was to be Davids son. 

    QuesWould you say why the name Jedidiah is not referred to again, but Solomon is? 

    JTThat name is for God, you know, God, I suppose, acting on this name and what it means. Solomon, corresponding with it, pleased God. What Solomon said after the appearance to him in the vision pleased God, showing he was lovable to God. When he prayed too, the house was filled with the glory, showing how delightful he was to God in those circumstances. You may be sure Jedidiah will not fade away; it is Gods part in Solomon really. God said of Jacob that He loved him, but it was at the end (Malachi 1: 3). But here it is clearly a type of Jesus, what God has in Christ as Man; for Jehovahs sake. How that would be in the mind of the Lord Jesus in His life here! 

    CACAnd the thought of God extending to the many sons. 

    JTQuite so. Then the final word brings out the vigilance of the prophet, still bearing on David and Solomon. He is not occupied with the antichristian element, but with those God is using. Prophecy, of course, deals with men, as we see in 1 Corinthians 14: a man comes in and falls down and judges himself as the effect of prophecy; but Nathans service bears on those actively in the service of God, to promote better conditions among the people of God as a whole, to improve Gods inheritance. 

    AJGNathans first movement in this chapter is towards Bathsheba. Would she represent those cherishing the peculiar light God has given at any moment? 

    JTJust so. She was, however, a little remiss. You are struck with the apathy that existed at the beginning of this book. Why should it be so in the leading persons? What would have happened? But Nathan goes to Bathsheba, for she had a promise, and it is a good thing to remind people who are apathetic of promise. She was the one to go to, for she was the mother of Solomon. 

    QuesWhen David speaks, he speaks in regard to three persons, Nathan, Zadok and Benaiah. Would Nathan represent the prophetic word, Zadok the priestly service, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the power of the Spirit? 

    JTWhat was in mind was to bring out how Nathans ministry has to do with David. Bathsheba is essential to this matter, because she had the promise. Those three men are brought in, but we are speaking particularly of Nathan. He had to do, first of all, with calling attention to sonship, and then with the son himself coming into the scene, and now with the son on the throne. We are coming to the acme of the matter, for it is a question of sonship being enthroned. 

    If you can enthrone the idea in the hearts of the brethren, you will secure great results. That is what Nathan is aiming at, and in his actual part in the enthroning of Solomon you see the vigilance that attached to him, going to the right person, the mother of Solomon, who had the promise. Nathan puts the suggestion in her mind in verse 11: And Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith is king, and David our lord does not know it? And now, come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. Go and get thee in to king David, and so forth, which she did, and David listened to her. Then Nathan comes in, And behold, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet also came in. And they told the king saying, Behold, Nathan the prophet. And when he was come in before the king, he bowed himself before the king with his face to the ground. We do not get this before. And Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne?. He gives him the facts, and then the king said, Call me Bathsheba. So the order is perfect; it is a question of his promise. She is the mother, and Nathan understands thoroughly how to bring Bathsheba into the matter. The promise was hers; he was her son, but the authority was vested in David, and so Nathan puts it in that way, and the king says, Call me Bathsheba, and he fulfils his word to her. And the king swore, and said, As Jehovah liveth, who has redeemed my soul out of all distress, even as I swore to thee by Jehovah the God of Israel, saying, Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day. So the matter is settled from Davids point of view, and then the king said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. It is now the priest; he is perfectly in keeping with Nathans mind; it is the king; it is Solomon; it is the will of God. 

    RemIt seems as if this enthronement of sonship among the saints depends on prophetic ministry. 

    JTIt is very striking, and illustrates the actual facts of the present time. 

    CACIt does not merely rebuke what needs to be corrected, but brings in the supreme thought of God. 

    RemAt one time we were content with reading meetings, but now the prophetic ministry is coming more to the front. 

    JTThat is right, and now we should be concerned as to the quality of the prophetic ministry, what it is aiming at and what the result is to be in me. 

    QuesWhat if we did not have a prophetic ministry? 

    JTThere would be no Nathans. That is the thing to look for now, not only a prophet, but a Nathan. What we should aim at is the quality of the prophet himself, not only the word heard in the meeting, but what kind of man it is who gives it. 

    QuesWe read that Judas and Silas, being themselves also prophets, exhorted the brethren with much discourse, and strengthened them, Acts 15: 32. Would strengthening the brethren be the result of prophetic ministry being carried on? 

    JTThat was a most critical time. 

    CACYou would look for something very positive in the ministry on those occasions. 

    JTIt is important, I am sure, that those who are more distinguished in those meetings should make room for the younger men. One has considerable experience, for one moves about so much, but I think the Lord is helping. Indeed, it is in keeping with David and Solomon, that is, the old and the young together. David made Solomon king before he died himself, and he spoke of him as young and tender before God, and in Chronicles it goes on to say that the people made him king the second time. David had made him king, but the people said, We like that young man, and they made him king the second time; he has proved himself. The apostle said to Timothy, Let no man despise thy youth, and if the young men are doing that, they will not be despised. And David himself is evidently so pleased with the co-operation of Solomon that he reduces the age of the Levites from twenty-five to twenty, to increase their number. So there is no ban on the younger brethren today, but they must not let their youth be despised, and I think Solomon is an example of that, that the saints like him and accord him a greater place. 

    QuesIs the cause of possible weakness with us a lack of waiting? One sees the meetings are quickly taken up, whereas we might get a more definite word if there were a little more waiting. 

    JTI believe another thing to be said is that there is too much preparation before the meetings. The instructions given as to these meetings imply that a revelation is made to one sitting by. Well, I would like to be that one, not simply that I follow on what a brother has said, which is not always acceptable. Something revealed to another sitting by is not what another has been saying, but something distinctive. 

    FWWNathan seemed to know the right moment to come in. Do you think that is important in these meetings, if you have got a word, to know the right moment to come in? 

    JTThat is very good, I think a study of Nathan would greatly help us on the high side of prophetic ministry, the skill with which he acts and the results he reaches on each occasion, all bearing on quality. 

    RemSo Solomon as a young man asks for wisdom. 

    JTThat is why God said He liked what he said and gave him abundantly what he needed. As it says in Chronicles, David made him king, and the people made him king the second time, and then he sat on the throne of Jehovah, showing the progress of the idea, that one occupies the throne of Jehovah. 

    QuesDo you think that Paul bringing Timothy forward would have in mind the extension of the prophetic operations, so he says in the second epistle; Remember Jesus Christ raised from among the dead, of the seed of David, according to my glad tidings? 

    JTJust so. He must have had peculiar pleasure in Timothy, and yet he was not without his discrepancies. I suppose Pauls service to him would be very much like that of Nathan. In fact, he tells him in the first epistle, that his gift was through prophecy, an important matter, but confirmed by the laying on of the hands of the elderhood. That is, God puts a man forward through prophecy, and the elderhood, referring to the brethren in responsibility, lay their hands on the young man. 

    FIWould Nathan represent one who comes forward with a definite exercise as to what he sees in the conditions? 

    JTHe sees the situation, and says, What will happen if I do not do something? 

    FIYou said you would like to sit by and receive a revelation: is there not the side of having that which is the outcome of considerable exercise in regard of conditions? 

    JTThat is quite right: Each of you has a psalm, or whatever it may be. It is quite right that we should come with things, not simply something made up. A psalm would be experience, but what follows is that someone receives something by revelation. Revelation is in the meeting, which is a very great and exalted thought, that we are in such a state that there can be such a thing as that in our day. 

    EEBWhat would the counsel that Nathan gives Bathsheba to save her life and that of the king, represent? Would that come in in any way in connection with prophetic ministry? 

    JTIt is all the elements that are essential to the movement. She had a right according to the promise, and of course, today that refers to all of us. 

    GCSThe man in 1 Corinthians 14 says that God is amongst you, that is, in the company. 

    JTHow great it is that there is such a thing in our day, that God can make a revelation on the spot. It is available and within our reach. 

  
    SPIRITUAL QUALITY (11) (SMC 1)

    1 Kings 1: 38 - 40; 1 Chronicles 29: 20 - 22; Ezekiel 48: 5 - 12

    SMcCThe thought came into some of our minds this morning as we were together in this place that there is a suggestion of a stream or a current in relation to Zadok, moving in relation to the great thoughts of God as to Christ typified in Solomon, Gods anointed. One has been impressed this morning and in continuing to think about it, that there is a definite suggestion in the type, in this stream and current of movement that God seems to make so much of, of that which is linked with the Holy Spirit. Not that we are saying that Zadok is a type of the Holy Spirit, I would like that to be clear, but there is that with Zadok, and what he does and the way he moves, that particularly draws our attention to a stream and current of movement that is marked by the Spirits presence in type, both in the horn of oil in 1 Kings, and in the matter of the anointing in 1 Chronicles 29, I think it is important to see how the Spirit of God seems to have a right-of-way in a vessel like Zadok as counteracting the anti-Christian and apostate influences suggested in Adonijah. We are faced with that all the time. It is not our intention to dwell upon that side so much, being the first day of the week we want to keep the positive side as presented in Zadok more before us, but it is essential to a clear apprehension of the truth, that we see how he entered upon things in the opening of Kings; that it is a matter of what is according to the mind and purpose of God going through, and the flesh, of course, in these others (particularly Adonijah who sought to exalt himself) is operating to thwart, we might say, the divine end in regard to, in type, 

    Christ, Gods Anointed One. There are various elements that act and react in the chapter in regard to the matter of Solomon. Solomon would represent what is peculiarly choice and fittingly linked with our day and time in relation to what is before us in the assembly. We should, because of the time and the need for keeping to our scriptures that we have read, abide by what has been suggested. It says in verse 39, And Zadok the priest took the horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. I do not think we will have much difficulty in seeing how the Spirit of God enters into this movement, especially a movement that is linked with the universal position, suggested in the tabernacle. It is not like Davids own anointing so much, where the word to Samuel was, Fill thy horn with oil - a matter of the personality of the great prophet Samuel, and the spirituality marking him, in fill thy horn with oil, because the allusion would be to Samuel himself, and the power of his prophetic personality and ministry, and service: it is somewhat different when we come to Solomon, it is more a matter of what is linked with the whole position of the assembly, as it says, The horn of oil out of the tabernacle - the tabernacle or tent of meeting being a suggestion of the assembly, I thought we might be helped in seeing for a moment how Zadok comes into view in relation to the horn of oil in this setting of the tabernacle and making way for what Solomon suggests. We might think of the beginning of the work of recovery of 130 years ago as fitting in with the Davidic side, the powerful personality of Gods servants suggested in Samuel, their horn filled with oil; how matters were met on that principle, powerful personality in prophetic ministry. Of course, it descends to our own time too, and in Solomons time things that were passed over in Davids time are not passed over in Solomons time, they have become adjusted. A lot of things have come up that perhaps the brethren at the beginning of the revival did not take up in the same way as they are now, under the hand of Him who is Son over Gods house. 

    HLHWhat would correspond in our day to making Solomon king? 

    SMcCI think it would correspond with what is transpiring in the assembly, the wonderful way that Christ has been signally distinguished beyond doubt in the ministry, especially as to the truth of the Lords supper in the last fifty years. Time after time, year after year, the truth as to the Supper has been enlarged upon, and the service of God, and the unique place of Christ particularly standing out all the time, especially in regard to what followed the readings at Barnet as to the Lords sonship. 

    ELEWould that answer to anointing Solomon the second time? 

    SMcCThere seems to be something like that in it. It seems to me what you might call an added touch in the way of what love would do, as in a realm where the truth is so wonderfully full and so wonderfully free, as in 1 Chronicles 29. 

    LACWould you explain for us, so as to make the matter quite clear, why Zadok cannot be regarded as a type of the Holy Spirit? 

    SMcCWell, I am just seeking to guard going too far with the types. It says, Zadok the priest, and we would hardly refer to the Spirit as a priest. While we may refer to the Spirit as augmenting the priesthood of Christ, it would not be quite in keeping with the truth, nor would it be comely to refer to the Spirit as a priest. 

    LACIs it also because in certain connections here in Kings he, Zadok, is found along with others, apparently on their same level? 

    SMcCExactly, such as our section opens with Nathan, Benaiah, and the others, all these representing elements, I think, that the Spirit of God would use to furnish a kind of a background for the horn of oil to come forward, that is, the liberty and freedom of the Spirits movement in the distinguishing of Christ. I think Zadok is more a type of the stream and current in which the Spirit is moving in view of the distinguishing of Christ. He represents one in whom the Spirit has a right-of-way, he is the priest, Zadok the priest, representing one who has the Spirit and who is marked by the Spirit in what he does. As the priest he typifies what, in Christianity, is marked by the presence of the Spirit, because the priests in Christianity represent those that have the Spirit, those who are capacitated to think and to act for God by the Spirit. 

    CBAre you stressing a priestly state amongst the saints by which the Spirit can be free to carry through Gods thoughts? 

    SMcCThat is helpful, that Zadok represents a state among the saints in which the Spirit of God has particular right-of-way and liberty in bringing forth the distinctions and uniqueness of Christ, as in the type before us. 

    WHIt says, the people rejoiced with great joy. Zadok moves intelligently? 

    SMcCHe did. I think we can see at the present time in what Zadok represents, a remarkable stream in the assembly in which the Spirit is moving, and we may reverently say, flowing! Because the types of the Spirit are very fluid and liquid in the Scriptures. So that in the language of the type we can refer to the Spirit as moving or flowing in this stream and current, that is, making way for Christ: because it is evident that the Spirit of God will not support anything that makes room for any of us - I mean, as over against Christ. 

    RAEIs it your thought that we are to be brought into this current? It says in verse 40, 

    All the people came up after him, he gives a lead but the people come up after him. 

    SMcCThat is the point, that you have a rallying thought in this great movement where the Spirit of God is operating, typified in the oil, in the setting of the tabernacle as before us. It is not the oil outside the tabernacle, but it is the horn of oil out of the tabernacle, meaning that it is the Spirit in relation to the assembly, because the Spirit is not in the world. He is in the assembly. 

    SGHWhat is the thought of their causing Solomon to ride upon king Davids mule? 

    SMcCI think it is just to show that Solomon is a counterpart of David, that in the way of looking at the truth we must take David and Solomon as one, the one is a counterpart of the other in that way, do you not think? 

    MSSIs what is moral suggested in Zadoks history? I was thinking of the way Abiathar was displaced because of unfaithfulness. 

    SMcCThat is one of the things that has been in mind in the line of enquiry suggested, that the moral side runs through in Zadok. In Ezekiel we will find in looking into the last chapter in the presence of the holy heavings, the holy movements of devoted strength and love amongst the people of God, in the appreciation of the purposes of divine love, that a place is found for Zadok. You see how the moral line, as we might speak of it, merges into the line of purpose, and counsel, in Zadoks position in the different phases in which he is viewed. 

    HLHSo there should be a gathering-up of power as things go on, accessions of light rather than a diminution of it? 

    SMcCThat is the point, and so the passage that we have read is very important, verses 38, 39 and 40, all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, 

    so that the earth rent with the sound of them. We can see how the power extends. The matter of Adonijah and those that were linked with him, Abiathar and Joab, is weakened and the whole position got the foundation taken from under it - not that there was any foundation perhaps to it - but there anyway their movement was gathering strength, but this movement is gathering strength, and the Spirit of God particularly before us, in vessels, as in Zadok the priest with the horn of oil, linked with the assembly, in type, in the tabernacle. 

    CBlSo you would say that Zadok represents a person who gives place to the Spirit in order that room may be given to Christ in that way? 

    SMcCThat is it. That is the great end of the service of the Spirit - to make room for Christ in our souls. 

    PETIs strength and power seen in the horn? 

    SMcCI think that is good. I think that is just what is suggested in it. It is a question of power, power as linked with the Spirit. You will remember we have allusions to horns particularly in relation to the Davidic line. You do not find it in the same way in other parts of scripture. For instance, Hannahs horn, she says, My horn is lifted up in Jehovah, she is making way for Gods anointed as she refers to this in the end of her song there. Then we get, in Psalm 132, God taking account of Davids horn. He is going to cause the horn of David to bud, and then we get in 1 Samuel 16, Samuels horn, the prophetic horn; we get the priestly horn of Hannah - of prayer; the prophetic horn of Samuel, and the kingly horn of David - Gods king, in Psalm 132, causing his horn to bud forth, his enemies are clothed with shame. And the horn here now is standing linked, not with any particular person as belonging to a person - it is not a question of powerful personality here in relation to the horn as in Hannah, 

    David and Samuel, but it is a question of the assembly. What the Lord is stressing at the present time more and more is the assembly. The tabernacle is a type of the assembly, and the power that is linked with that realm to set off and to carry through, as the Spirit has right-of-way in such persons as these, the divine thought as to Christ. 

    VBWould you say that in verse 40 we have the power seen in the universal position? 

    SMcCI thought so. So that what we had this morning in this room was a little touch of the buoyancy as linked with this position, as the liberty of the brethren was marked in the service of God. The idea of what was sustained. It is a little forerunner, of what is coming in in the world to come. 

    Thou dost make us taste the blessing 
Soon to fill a world of bliss. (394:5)
 

    We touch it now in the assembly. 

    HALAs far as Zadok is concerned, would you link the two sons of oil in the reference in Zechariah? 

    SMcCI suppose by long extension to Zechariah there would be a link there, because they represent what is in the current of the Spirits power. 

    ATIn verse 38 there is no instruction given them as to what to do, yet there is movement. 

    SMcCThat is good. Of course what precedes this and what we have not gone into, but we should keep in mind is Bathsheba and how Nathan comes into the matter. Thank God for Nathan, the prophet, he comes into the matter too, and Zadok the priest, and what seems to mark the position here now to which you are referring is the intelligence in these men. Zadok apparently has no instruction as to the horn of oil, specifically, I mean, he seems to understand and to know what is required. As it says, And Zadok the priest took the horn of oil out of the tabernacle and anointed Solomon. It is specifically linked with Zadok. And as we are stressing, he represents a channel in whom the Spirit is moving, in this wonderful stream and current, where Christ as typified in Solomon is to be made way for. And I think it is important in our gatherings, in the light of the assembly, that the Spirit should have right-of-way in this particular matter, because the great point is Solomon and what he is to God - Christ and what He is to God - what is in the divine mind in relation to the matter of government, and as to the strengthening of his hands. 

    RAESo that while it applies to the whole general position, would you not say that we can make a special application of it as being linked peculiarly with the Supper and what follows, as to the distinguishing of Christ amongst us, that we need to carry in our minds that it is the Spirit operating in the saints that does that? 

    SMcCThat is what I was thinking about, I was particularly linking our subject with this morning, the Lords supper and what flowed out of it. We do not want to be in the current of Adonijah or Joab or Abiathar, they are all centring around the man of sin and shame: how much part they can take, and the kind of part they can take, and how well worded it may be, all that is really in the spirit of Adonijah in which Joab and Abiathar are moving, whereas Zadok the priest, and Nathan and the others are moving in the current of the Spirit who is distinguishing Christ. 

    MSSWould this show that there is what is public connected with the service of God? It is a question of a public matter, is it not, the assertion of Solomons position, faced with the apostasy? 

    SMcCAs the word says in 1 Corinthians 11, For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come, verse 26. That is, it is Solomon in mind. 

    That is, the appearing, not the rapture, the appearing of the Lord to take up His rights in administration and government in the world. 

    AKHDo the Pelethites and the Cherethites bear out that thought? In Samuel there is reference to them as being the executioners or bodyguards, is there not that feature about the Supper? 

    SMcCWell, there is. A very important feature this, of bodyguards, those that surround the king, those that are concerned about the kings honour and the kings glory, and who he is. So the Cherethites and the Pelethites represent certain features of the work of God in the saints that stand in this way around Christ. 

    SWWould Abiathar represent the official side? 

    SMcCIn a wrong way, yes. There is the official side in a right way but Abiathar represents the official side in a wrong way. He is in a distinguished office but he is carried by a wrong current, wrong movements that really link on with the man of sin and shame that the Lord has set us free from. 

    SWSo you would then say that where the official side has broken down and failed, the moral side goes through? 

    SMcCThat is it, that is how we should look at it, and it fits in with our time - that the official side has broken down, but the moral side is maintained and goes through in Zadok, right through to Ezekiel. 

    SPSo in our day we need the Spirit to be preserved out of the anti-Christian and apostate element that exists around us. 

    SMcCWell, we do. It is the only way that we will be preserved and kept from going out of fellowship - getting into the anti-Christian stream. Now that is what going out of fellowship means. Do not let us think anything less of it. To go out of fellowship means we are in danger of getting into the anti-Christian stream, and the danger of being carried completely off with it. The young brethren need to bear that in mind - salvation is in the assembly, in keeping among the saints. To get out of the stream where the Spirit of God is. He is in the assembly, to get out of it means virtually that you may go into the anti-Christian stream, and we want to keep out of that. 

    CBThe blowing of the trumpet here was to bring about a decision in the minds of the people as to who they were going to follow? 

    SMcCVery good. It seems to be a suggestion of the wonderful way in which the ministry has called attention to the honour and glory of Christ in the revival of the truth. I think we want to keep to the thought of the assembly, the greatness of the realm, what we are as together in assembly, the power that there is in the realm rather than the individuality that belongs to us. There is power in the realm and there is great comfort in that, because a young brother may not think he has got much, but if he has a desire to take part and he takes part he will be carried in that power, maybe carried beyond his measure. The power is not in the individual but in the realm - in the assembly realm; all the people stresses that thought. 

    RSI was going to ask if Behold, his couch, Solomons throne; threescore men are about it, if the mighty of Israel does not bear on it? Not only Solomons throne but Solomons couch. 

    SMcCVery good, I am sure it does. I was thinking of that a little bit earlier when reference was made to the Cherethites and the Pelethites. We have had the feeling and sense, in the way that the ministry has been moving, how there has been that thought of guarding the Person of Christ, care and concern as to the honour and glory that belongs to Him, His peculiar distinctiveness. 

    ELEIf anyone doubts that let them read our hymnbook. 

    SMcCExactly. 

    HEBWould what you are saying link with Genesis 24, where the servant says, My master has one son [there were other sons we know] and to him he hath given all that he hath? 

    SMcCYes, you are referring to Abraham and Isaac. It is wonderful how attention is focussed on Isaac, and also on Joseph, the generations of Jacob - we get Joseph, and that is all. We have to wait till all the moral exercises are followed through before we get the rest of the genealogies. 

    SKIf there is anything to be ministered to the pleasure of divine Persons it must be in the power of the Holy Spirit? 

    SMcCI think that must be understood. Any activity outside the Spirit in the assembly would not have any power, We are the circumcision who worship by the Spirit of God. What we had last night was stressing the Spirits power in the matter of the application of the truth. 

    AYWould you say that this power in the truth was even recognised by the opposing element? 

    SMcCWell, it is, and it will always be so, that where you get a current and stream where the Spirit has right-of-way in priestly elements, in prophetic elements, you will find that the opposition will have to recognise where the power is. 

    AYSo in verse 43, And Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, Indeed, our lord king David has made Solomon king. And the king has sent with him Zadok, and so on. They recognised the power that was there in Solomon. 

    SMcCExactly. Now in 1 Chronicles 29, we have a remarkable setting where things are sustained. I think if there is one thing that tests us more than anything else in the assembly it is the matter of the sustaining of things, and this is a wonderful realm and environment we are in in 1 Chronicles 29, it is filled with glory. It is the fortieth year of Davids reign. Great things are in it - the greatness of God, the greatness of Christ, the greatness of the Spirit too is in mind in the anointing - all giving character to this environment, and we may say, the greatness of the saints. There is a remarkable allusion to this matter of the saints in this section. We might have thought that all the splendour and glory of the fortieth year (there was so much wealth entering into it, so much power and glory entering into it), that out of the way elements might be forgotten about, but there is an interesting allusion in chapter 26: 31, Of the Hebronites was Jerijah the head (notice this bracketed remark because the Spirit of God has something in it), (as to the Hebronites, according to their families according to the fathers in the fortieth year of the reign of David they were sought for, and there were found among them mighty men of valour at Jaazer in Gilead;) Now there is something choice about that, because if there is one thing I think the Lord is drawing our attention to it is the essential need of everybody in the service of God. And while the fortieth year of David marks great profusion in wealth and richness in regard to the service of God, great glory before our souls, yet there was the seeking of these elements, the Hebronites, and the bringing of them into the current that flowed, in which these things are moving. I think it is a most delightful to see that and I think the Lord is drawing our attention to it in the assembly at the present time. 

    ELEPerhaps we do not seek for them enough. 

    SMcCMaybe. 

    HLHWho would you say the Hebronites represent? 

    SMcCWell, I would say they are a people according to their name, who have some kind of link with another world - with that world in the resurrection from among the dead. 

    CBThe present activities and service of the Spirit are furnishing the assembly for that world at this time? 

    SMcCExactly. 

    RSAs this stream goes on and there is more power there is more to be recovered into the position from the captivity? 

    SMcCThat is what I am thinking of. And material that may have been dormant is more and more coming into the stream, and actively moving in it, flowing in it, because things are very fluid in this section as to David and all through this section as to Solomon. Things are not according to a creed, according to pure ritual, because Solomon is anointed a second time. And then it says, as we were noticing this morning, in verse 21, They sacrificed sacrifices to Jehovah, and offered up burnt-offerings to Jehovah, on the morrow after that day. That is, things are multiplying as they go on, not according to a specific ordinance, but according to the elasticity that belongs to the realm where the Spirit is particularly free. 

    HLHI was noticing that the first thing in connection with the anointing in Kings, is that joy and gladness flow from the anointing, whereas in Chronicles the anointing seems to issue out of the joy, as if conditions there were such that they anointed Solomon a second time. 

    SMcCA remarkable thing that. We anoint him once but then we anoint him again, as it were, as we move on. That is, the greatness of Christ affects our souls, so that in the presence of this kind of glory there is this un-prescribed movement. 

    ELEYou get in this section the suggestion of God as Head, is not that remarkable? 

    SMcCIt is indeed. The chapter is a very choice one. It is remarkable that the only two persons mentioned outside of David and Solomon are Jehiel the Gershonite, a man you know who followed principles through, and then this man Zadok the priest, but as the chapter ends of course it gives us a backward reference to all the wealth of the ministry that had preceded the matter, that is, Samuel the seer, the book of Nathan the prophet, and the book of Gad the seer - all the wealth of prophetic ministry that had preceded and enters into what is present here, and we have to think of that in our time. 

    MSSAre we to understand from verse 22 that Zadok himself was anointed? 

    SMcCThat is how I understand it, it says, Anointed him to Jehovah to be prince, and Zadok to be priest. And so we have the supremacy of God alluded to in the chapter, no doubt the Father would be typified in Jehovah, and we have got the distinction of Christ, but then what is linked with the Spirit stands out in the anointing. The Spirit is before our souls in this great matter of the anointing, both as to the governing side, the side of dignity in the prince, in type; or as to the side of the service of God and holiness among the saints. Although, I suppose, there may be a certain way of referring to Christ, too, in relation to Zadok the priest. 

    LACIt is the Spirit who stresses, All the congregation so much. I was wondering whether it was not the Spirits mind distinctly to draw brothers and sisters alike into this marvellous stream. There are two women who are associated with the activities in 1 Kings, which we are reading, and the scripture referred to in the Song of Songs, as a counterpart to the warriors there are the daughters of Jerusalem who paved the palanquin of Solomon with love. Is that not all, so to speak, seen here in the expression the congregation? 

    SMcCVery good, I think it is. As we were referring to it this morning, it is to be noticed, the alls in this chapter. It is remarkable from the beginning right through. First in relation to Gods position as exalted as Head above all, and then as we come down we get this matter of, and David said (verse 20) to all the congregation - that is, brothers and sisters. It is a matter of the complete idea of the assembly. 

    HEBDo you think it would be on the level of Ephesians, where the apostle, after unfolding all the wealth in the first chapter, prayed that we might apprehend with all saints what is the length and breadth and depth and height. All saints are included there again as representing the universal position? 

    SMcCI think so, I think there is something in that. It says the drink offerings and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel. Well, think of these refined, rich thoughts, standing related to the whole position. Not just one or two but the whole position is in mind. The Lord has that in mind at the present time, the idea of the whole assembly. 

    LACIn verse 14, we have the expression for all is of thee, and of that which is from thy hand have we given thee. 

    SMcCVery good, showing how things are flowing from God and going back to God. Then the chapter finishes with, all the reign of David, as it says in verse 30, with all his reign and his might. There is no idea of 2 Samuel 12 exactly, here, although it is in the background, but it is not referred to here. With all his reign and his might alludes to the completeness of the idea, the power that was there in David abstractly all the way through in relation to the anointing. 

    MSSIn connection with the anointing of Zadok, would there be the suggestion of the resources and ability in the Spirit, as being in and with the saints in this great matter of the service of God? 

    SMcCWell, that is what I am thinking. It is a question of the freedom that the Spirit has amongst us, in relation to these great thoughts, because we need the Spirit, it is a question of His power pervading - By the Spirit all pervading - that is what the anointing of the prince and the priest suggests. 

    MSSWe might think we are not equal to the great matter of the service of God, but the thing is, it is the Spirits power. 

    SMcCWell, exactly, the Spirits power. The power is here in the way in which we are now looking at it, not at the right hand of God. There is power at the right hand of God, but there is power here, the Spirit is here, and we touch every phase of the service of God: both in relation to the dominical side, in relation to the side of union, in relation to the side of the family, the Father, or in relation to the fullness of God - we touch it all in the Spirit here, not in heaven, but here. 

    ATWould you say verse 20 is what is final? 

    SMcCThat would be a kind of a leading note, of course, in the chapter. It is the Lord helping the saints, in type in David. David said to all the congregation, Bless now Jehovah your God. And all the congregation blessed Jehovah the God of their fathers, and did homage to Jehovah and the king. Notice it is not just the God of David, the God of David is alluded to elsewhere, but it is the God of their fathers: it is all the accumulated light entering into the environment, giving added touch and tone to the service. 

    HOEHas not the presence of the assembly here an effect on the earth generally? 

    SMcCWell, it certainly has. We want to see that more and more, what the assembly means at the present time, the power and influence that is linked with it in the light of the Spirits presence. 

    HOEAt the end of our first scripture it says, 

    The earth rent (1 Kings 1: 40), and at the end of the second, Over Israel, and over all the kingdoms of the countries, 1 Chronicles 29: 30. 

    SMcCVery good, showing us the extensive range that this kind of influence affects. 

    EMeDoes that link with the queen of Sheba and how she was affected and came in? She was affected as seeing this wonderful realm. 

    SMcCNo doubt, there is something in that. She was particularly affected by the altar, the manner of the ascent and the like. 

    RSWould this expression God of their fathers save us from living merely on the past? All that the Father has given is to be brought forward on the principle of accumulation? 

    SMcCThat is the whole point. It is a great thing to see that. Mr. Darbys ministry does not conflict with the present day. Mr. Stoneys ministry does not conflict with the present day, all the ministry is carried forward, and the light and power of it is all in the assembly at the present time, giving added touch and tone to the service of God. 

    RSIn saying that there may be time to add this. Mr. Raven says that if the Spirit could be looked at objectively we could worship Him. And then he goes farther and says later on that the Spirit is with us as well as being in us. 

    SMcCVery good. We should see all that in regard to the past ministry of these beloved men of God. We have been careless in not taking account of certain details which they refer to. As for instance, the opposers of the truth as to our Lords sonship. As the truth of our Lords sonship came forward the opposers readily took hold of Mr. Darbys expression, but never one of them quoted the expression in the Notes and Comments on John, chapter 1, they knew better. 

    ELESo with F.E.R., he did not bring it forward at the time when he got it. 

    SMcCNo, he did not. Now we must finish with a word as to Ezekiel. I think it is important to see that this stream, and the flowing of things in which the Spirit of God may be viewed in the type in relation to Zadok is honoured of God. We have a wonderful realm of love and glory in Ezekiel 48. From chapter 40 onwards spirituality is tested. As to the ministry of this book, we follow devious routes and devious ways; one way they go in and they go out, and they turn backward and they go forward; they take all kinds of turns and we are tested as to all that in the understanding and apprehension of the truth, as it is viewed in Ezekiels system. But now the chapter ends with this remarkable touch as to the heave offering, showing that after all the exercises in the book, strength and power is contemplated in the saints, as moving in the appreciation of Gods choice thoughts - the inheritance, and Zadok is particularly considered for. You will notice that it says just before, And the sanctuary of Jehovah shall be in the midst of it. It shall be for the midst of it. It shall be for the priests that are hallowed of the sons of Zadok (verse 11) as if God must dwell by Himself with this line. 

    LACWhat way exactly is this stream flowing? You referred earlier to the fact that it is a matter of our enjoying these things on earth in the Spirits power. Is it that the stream, so to speak, is the Spirit, bringing things that properly belong to heaven to us, or are we carried to heaven in Spirit to enjoy them there? 

    SMcCNo, it is what you said first. We do not go to heaven, the Lord will take us to heaven at the rapture. The Spirit brings heavenly things to us, so that we enjoy in the power of the Spirit all that is linked with heaven, all that is linked with the eternal side, we enjoy it anticipatively in the Spirits power. It is all here in the Spirit. 

    LACI believe that is a very helpful thing to lay hold of. In our minds, I believe we have been more or less in the habit of believing ourselves carried away by some remarkable power into realms beyond, whereas the truth is, is it not, that in the power of the Spirit, who is here in us and with us, all things that properly belong to heaven can be enjoyed now. 

    SMcCThe Spirit is here and we touch in the Spirit all that is linked with what is outside of this world, as here in the assembly. The Spirit is not in the world, He is in the assembly. 

    CBlSo it would be right to say that we are in an out-of-the-world condition of things and yet not actually in heaven? 

    SMcCExactly, what we touch in the Spirit is not linked with the world, it is an out-of-the-world condition of things, it is none the less heavenly because we ourselves are heavenly, the assembly is heavenly, the assembly is out of heaven. What is heavenly is touched in the power of the Spirit here in virtue of His presence in the assembly, and I think the apprehension of that would give us to see how much we owe to the Spirit. Everything in regard to the truth can only be touched rightly in His power and by virtue of His presence. 

    Chapman Street, Bridgetown, Barbados. 

  
    SPIRITUAL INWARDNESS (1) (SMC 8)

    2 Samuel 12: 24 (latter half, and she bore ... ) - 25; 1 Kings 1: 38, 39; 1 Chronicles 29: 22 - 25

    SMcCIt is thought that we might get help in regard to spiritual inwardness, and with this in mind it is proposed to look at two distinct types of Christ that appear in these books that we have read from. They are types that refer to how Christ is apprehended in a hidden way, in relation to the purpose and counsel of God, and as apprehended in this hidden way, the saints are built up inwardly in relation to what is fixed and eternal. It is proposed to consider, this morning, Solomon personally, as in the passages that we have read; and then this afternoon, the other type in the ark, as it appears in these particular sections that we shall read from. It is important that we see the mystery linked with these two types; the mystery of God is bound up in these two types, over against the changing scenes linked with infidelity in the scenes of the testimony as they are passed before us in these books; both lines of the truth in regard to the Person of Christ converging on the service of God. You remember that it is said of David, when he took Zion, that he built round about from the Millo and inward (2 Samuel 5: 9); a rather mysterious reference as it is, the Millo itself, with the definite article before it. The way it is referred to conveys the thought of what is hidden, and involving mystery to faith, and to those that have the Spirit. I think the building inward is linked with the lines of the truth in regard to Christ apprehended in a hidden way, which we are about to consider. I thought we would begin with Solomon, Jedidiah, here. As the brethren perhaps would know, there are two references to Solomon in the second book of Samuel, 

    this is the second, and this one is more concrete than the other. We get no more reference to Solomon in the second book of Samuel directly, and this passage stands out like a gem in the book here, for faith, and for those that have the Spirit, because even while it may be a type, no one could question the fact that Christ must be very specially in mind in what is said in the last part of verse 24, that we read, and Jehovah loved him. Over against the background of failure and breakdown in David, God is indicating where His affections lie; and what we will see, as we take an extended view of the matter is that we are challenged as to where our affections lie. We find that in the course of things in this book, the sorrow of misplaced affection is very tragic; and we have to learn that, every one of us, involving it may be sorrow with us, but God is giving us a definite indication of where His affections lie, and we want to be in line with God - Jehovah loved him. The preciousness of Jesus immediately comes on to our view, Jesus as seen in the gospels, the secret hidden side that God commits Himself to, the Man that God has before Him, and He has in mind. And we shall never be built up inwardly apart from that side of the truth. If we do not catch hold, or are detained in relation to this side of the truth, we shall centre our thoughts and our affections on the wrong man, on the man of sin and shame, on the man seen in Ammon, in Absalom, and in Joab. It is a very real matter that we should learn how to turn, in our own hearts, from the features of the man of sin and shame, to the Man of Gods purpose and counsel, as to whom it points here in saying, and Jehovah loved him. It is the babe; it is what is within small compass; it may be thought little of by the world, unknown indeed as to its importance by the world, and by unbelief, and by fleshly mind and activity; but known and apprehended by faith in those that have the Spirit. 

    I thought that we might get some help in considering the truth as to these types of Christ on the hidden side in the second book of Samuel. 

    GHSPYou have something special in mind in that the love of Jehovah is expressed at the birth of Solomon, before there was even anything that might draw out that love. 

    SMcCExactly, that is, we have no suggestion in the passage of any action or movement in Solomon himself; there is something there that draws out the affections of God, just like when Jesus appeared on the scene in this world, there was that which drew out divine affections. 

    GHSPDoes Simeon come in early in Luke as a man evidently having close links with the Spirit, and thus ready to embrace the child Jesus as a Babe, as Gods Christ? 

    SMcCHe was in accord with the movements above, the movements in heaven in regard to this great intervention on the part of God; he is not behind, he comes in at the right moment as under the influence of the Spirit. So that his affections are not misplaced, they are rightly placed, where Gods affections are placed, in that wonderful Babe. 

    AHAre you thinking that this appreciation of Christ is arrived at experimentally? I was thinking of verse 20 of this chapter, and then the way that David names this child. Does God sending by Nathan confirm David in his exercises? 

    SMcCI think so. We are to see the importance of the prophetic ministry in that relation, and how God makes much of Nathans service in the book of Samuel. If we are not regulated by the prophetic ministry, our affections will be misplaced, and instead of seeing that Christ, typified in Solomon, is the great Object and Centre of divine affection, and that He is to be the centre of our affection too, we may move on antichristian principles, and make room for what is disruptive and dislocating in the sphere of testimony. 

    EJHDo you see that in Isaac and Rebecca? At the very birth of Jacob it is said that Rebecca loved Jacob, and Isaac loved Esau; at the end of the Old Testament Jehovah confirms that He had loved Jacob at birth too? Were Isaacs affections misplaced and Rebeccas rightly placed? 

    SMcCDo you think that that love in Malachi refers to Jacob at birth? 

    EJHI thought that he was the man of Gods choice and purpose. 

    SMcCI do not think it is quite the same as we have here. I think this is unique here. What we have in Jehovah loving Solomon is unique and alone in the Old Testament. There is nothing before it, and nothing comes after it in the Old Testament that equals what we have here. I think when it says that God loved Jacob, it involves what is characteristically seen in Jacob; whereas, in what we have here, it is a question of something intrinsic, it says Jehovah loved him. There would be a link as it develops, in the sense that Jacob is in line with the counsel of God, and Rebecca is in sympathy with that. 

    EJHI was thinking partly of the misplaced affections in Isaac. 

    SMcCJust so. 

    AEMIn Solomon you have the Man of Gods purpose, and His love can be proclaimed at the beginning. 

    SMcCThat is remarkable; it is not after Solomon has got to the throne, and is established in the kingdom; it is when Solomon is born that Jehovah intervenes by the prophetic ministry to call his name Jedidiah for Jehovahs sake, and it says Jehovah loved him. It is a marvellous statement, and must have Christ in mind in anticipation. 

    AEMIt is not for Davids sake, but for Jehovahs sake. 

    SMcCThat is it. So it is a wonderful thing to be drawn into that, to be drawn into the current of what is for Jehovahs sake. The dark background in this section would fill the mind with dismay and disconsolateness, if we were to be occupied with it; but God interjects into that dark background this holy scene where He finds an object for His affections to be placed upon. 

    PHHThe prophetic ministry you spoke of had come in previously, had it not, in Nathan, in regard of the building of the house in chapter 7? Did that serve to put into Davids mind the thought of the son, although just initially? 

    SMcCI think so. That is the first reference, is it not? 

    PHHI wondered if you would just say something about that, to enlarge your earlier statement. 

    SMcCWell. Nathan peculiarly stands in relation to Solomon, as you would know. It is not Gad; Gad does not stand in relation to Solomon. Just as Abigail is brought on to our view following Samuels ministry, so Solomon is brought on to our view as linked with Nathans ministry. And it is important to see that. The first indication is given in that chapter that you referred to, where David has a desire to build the house, but God indicates to him through Nathan the prophet that he is not to be the one that would build the house, but the son that will be born to him. 

    PHHEven there would you say, God was projecting, as it were, His affections, I will be his father, and he shall be my son, 2 Samuel 7: 14? 

    SMcCHe was indicating it, not just so definitely as it is here in Jehovah loved him, but the thought of it is there, in the relationship that God refers to. There it is in prospect, here it is in actuality, Jehovah loved him. A marvellous thing to take account of. 

    GHSPWould you bring any passage in the New Testament, in the gospels, directly alongside of this? 

    SMcCWell, I would, the entrance of Christ into manhood, the condition of humanity, draws out heavens feelings. 

    GHSPI wondered whether the Fathers voice at the baptism In thee I have found my delight would throw certain light on the whole of that period of thirty years. 

    SMcCWell, it does. It reflects back on what came in in Jesus, and as He grew up into manhood; it reflects back on all that undisclosed period where there must have been so much that was so rich and so precious to God. 

    WEWDoes Nathans prophetic ministry, thou art the man help us to see that it is in the displacement of the old man that we can ever enter into the appreciation of this secret name, that is Jedidiah? 

    SMcCThat is the intent of the setting of Solomon here, because it is just brought in here and left; there is nothing developed, in later chapters, in regard to Solomon. It is just left, as if God, in the midst of the disaster and the sorrow and the grief in the background, would give us a focal point on which He is resting, and on which we are to rest, in the displacement of all that is so obnoxious in our hearts. It is thus that we are built up inwardly in the truth. 

    PLSo that it is as facing governmental conditions so sorrowful, that the soul is anchored in that secret name of undisclosed delight? 

    SMcCIt is important to see what is fixed in that way; we shall see it more especially in relation to the ark as the centre of the whole testimony, and the centre of the scope of the truth. You have got there a fixed system of things that revolves around the testimonial Christ, that we are not to depart from, and we are not to give up the ground in relation to. But here there is an indication by God through prophetic ministry, of what His affections are fixed on. 

    PLSo that the thought of life and incorruptibility brought to light in this glorious Person in 2 Timothy 1 furnishes the background and spiritual anchorage to face all the sorrows pertaining to the breakdown, in the assembly, as forecasted in these chapters that follow? 

    SMcCYes. So that it is important that we should repair into this, because it becomes very practical. After this definite indication by God to David as to Solomon and Jedidiah, why the sorrowful chapters of history that follow? Why the great cry in regard to Absalom, O my son, Absalom, my son, where God was indicating that Solomon was his son, Solomon was the object upon which his affections were to be centred? This is very practical to us, for why is it, in the presence of all the prophetic ministry we have had, all the wealth and the power of it, and affected as we have been under it, we drift into a confused state of things where our affections may become misdirected and misplaced? The natural side, as it were, arises and confusion is the result. It is very real. 

    ECLWould what you are saying connect with the name of Jesus? It is Christ personally I am thinking of how He spoke to Paul, I am Jesus, and also of His last words recorded in Revelation I, Jesus. 

    SMcCIt no doubt would. It is the personal side - Jehovah loved him. It would be the personal side in Jesus, only it is the babe; it is what is there in small compass, and in what we might call a hidden and mysterious way. That Jehovah should love that babe, over against the dark picture around, surely points us to the gospels, and to the Object of Gods affections placed on Christ there. 

    AEMWould you not say what was in that Babe is to fill eternity? 

    SMcCThat is the point. So how broad Simeons outlook becomes, and extended his view, as that Babe is in his arms. What it must have been to have held that Babe in his arms, as he says, a light for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel. His view becomes greatly extended in the light of the Babe. 

    CMMIn Proverbs 4: 3, Solomon says, For I was a son unto my father, would that show the way this thought developed in all the days of difficulty? Do we see sonship developed in Solomon? 

    SMcCThat is it. Proverbs gives us the developed side, from Solomons side, I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother. But Solomon is just here as a babe, no characteristics or personality are as yet developed. The personality is there, of course, because Jehovah called him Jedidiah, but there it is, and Jehovah loved him. It is as if God would give us some indication, in a hidden secret way, through the prophetic service, as to where His mind and His affections lie, so that we might be saved from the disaster that David lands in. 

    AHDoes Isaiah 9: 6 at all bear on it, unto us a child is born? Does the prophet come to it, and through his ministry bring the saints to it? 

    SMcCThat would be what they arrive at from their side, the remnant say unto us, it would be the parallel side in the soul of the remnant. Here it is not what the child is to the remnant, it is what the babe is to Jehovah; it says Jehovah loved him. And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovahs sake, meaning Beloved of Jehovah. Now Jedidiah is never mentioned again, that is a remarkable thing. 

    PHHDoes this mean that as we receive this thought it becomes a kind of potential which underlies everything else that may happen, and as time goes on, and prophetic ministry comes, it is capable of stabilising us in relation to Gods thoughts all the way through? 

    SMcCThat is how I understand it, and that is how one is looking at it, because if we do not get into the apprehension and appreciation of Christ in this hidden inward way, we shall become built up in ourselves in the features of the man of sin and shame. So that when the crises arise in the testimony, we miss our way; our affections become misplaced, natural feelings come uppermost, as in David, and in Joab and the others. 

    ACSPDoes the fact of the naming suggest how God absolutely commits Himself to this position? 

    SMcCI think that is the point, And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovahs sake. It is not just that Jehovah loved him, precious as that is; but Jehovah is committed to this, in the sending. The sending brings in the idea of the commission, and the committal to Solomon. 

    ACSPMight that be why the name does not come up again? The committal is absolute, and now lies hidden behind everything else. 

    SMcCYes. It helps us to see that there is what is rare and special and choice in Gods realm, there are names that we do not use promiscuously. The name of Abba Father for instance; that is so choice, and so rare, as we might say, as special to our dispensation. How sparse is its use in the New Testament; but what preciousness is linked with it! 

    GHMWould you connect the bosom of the Father with what you are saying? 

    SMcCWell, that enters into it, as the thought develops; the Lord came into that position where He was the Object of the Fathers affections. 

    AEBWould the way that the New Testament begins bear on this, Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David? Is not the Son of David Solomon? Might there not be a hidden reference there to the One who was in the mind of God from the very beginning? 

    SMcCI think the New Testament is filled with references in that way, to the line of David, to Christ coming in on that line. There is what is general, on the line of David; but there is what is choice and rare and exclusive, and this particular section is calling our attention to it. 

    PLIs it the divine ideal enshrined in the heart - the hidden man of the heart; and then in the incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, is the ideal to be brought forth, which in the sight of God is of great price (1 Peter 3: 4)? 

    SMcCI think that is how it is to work out. Therefore it is very important that we should see how God is calling attention to this, in calling his name through the prophet Jedidiah, for Jehovahs sake. God would bring us into the secret of Christ in this way, so that everything in our lives is to revolve around this. Because we have to look into history with ourselves, we have to see what we have been catering to, and what we have been ministering to in ourselves. We have to see whether we have got this focal point that God, as it were, puts on to our view here; and whether we are following this through. If we follow it through, then we shall be in line with God at the end. 

    GHSPSo that the gift of the prophets in Ephesians 4 is directly linked with the saints arriving at the full grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ. 

    SMcCJust so. And it is on this line that we are built up, the building inward is on this line, because what the enemy is seeking to produce is a rival to Christ. This whole book, especially in the body of it, is filled with the operation of antichristian influence, 

    to divert the saints from Christ, to misplace affections under the most specious form of operation, so that Christ, the Man of Gods counsels, is displaced. 

    EJHDo you see that in the shepherds? They found the Babe, and they spoke only of what had been told them about the Babe. Do you see in those persons those who are wholly committed to the Babe, and have no other conversation but concerning Him? 

    SMcCJust so, they are affected by what has come in in that way. The reputation of the shepherds would not be great in the religious world, or in Caesars world; they would be of little account, but they come into the light of Gods appointed choice in the Babe. 

    JJTWould the unborn babe leaping in the womb suggest the inwardness on the part of Elizabeth, Mary coming in with her message? 

    SMcCWell, we see how there is the thought of what is within, linking with the great thought of the body; the body is a wonderful organism, where there are impressions of Christ that are awakened in our contacts with one another. In that sense it would suggest what is inward. 

    ALRTIt says of Mary in Luke 2: 19, that she kept all these things in her mind, pondering them in her heart. Would that indicate the way in which we may be led into this inwardness? 

    SMcCI think so; that is that we must be prepared to listen. Mary listened to Jesus word, sitting at His feet, and the ministry of Nathan involves that we have got to have an ear, we have got to listen. Where was Davids ear, you see, in the chapters that follow? Ammon comes up, and all the sorrow of misplaced and misdirected affections in the next chapter, and then Absalom comes up. One by one, the different persons come up; Joab, and the woman come up, directing attention to Absalom. When God was directing attention to Christ in type in Solomon, we have the operation in the woman of the mystery of iniquity, working speciously to attract attention to Absalom. 

    RGBIs the prophetic word from this point of view to bring us round to Gods viewpoint? Is it when we come round to Gods viewpoint that we are really saved from these other matters? 

    SMcCI think that is the point, and the earlier we are affected by this the better. If we think of the younger ones coming on; it is not a question of what is current in the world, where they have great persons at sports and athletics, and in the field of learning, and in the field of politics, men that stand out and become an ideal, but Christ is to be our ideal, and the sooner we learn that He is Gods Centre of affection the better. If our affections do not get centred on Christ they will be built around ourselves, and the man that God is displacing by Christ. 

    JCTAre the three references to the Spirit in connection with Simeon significant? I was wondering whether only the Spirit would lead us into this appreciation of Christ. How needful it is that He should have way with us in order to do so! 

    SMcCThe Spirit must come into these matters, because the Spirits help is constantly needed in regard to this matter of inwardness, and of our holding to the divine centre of affection. If we do not make use of the Spirit, our affections will get out of control, and will get misplaced; and there will be much sorrow and grief resultant. 

    PLIn 2 Samuel 23 there is a wonderful delineation of Christ, The anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet Psalmist of Israel, the Rock of Israel and so on, and the cloudless morning. Then the mighties at that point are brought in, and it says that David had them (verse 8); and then there is the smiting of two lion-like men of Moab by Benaiah; and the different exploits of the mighties. Do you think that the energy to deal with all these rival heroic elements you refer to lies in the cherishing of this great ideal? 

    SMcCI am sure it does, because the whole operation of the mystery of lawlessness is to enamour us with another ideal, a rival to Christ, with sonship on another line. If we might just refer to 2 Samuel 14 for a moment, and see the language of the mystery of iniquity in the end of verse 7 she says so they will quench my coal which is left. Then in verse 11, lest they cut off my son. Then in verse 16, that would destroy me and my son together out of the inheritance of God. Well, we might say, that is very touching language, surely that would draw out sympathy and feeling! But who is the coal, who is the my son? It is the man of sin in type, the antichrist; it is Absalom. You can see how the thing works speciously to misdirect feelings and sympathy into the wrong channel, and converge them on the wrong object, over against what God has been indicating in the ministry, as to Jedidiah, Solomon. 

    AHThat brought in great loss of life, but the prophet in 1 Kings that you referred to says, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon, chapter 1: 12. 

    SMcCI am sure that all this is very practical in its bearing upon every one of us, for God will not support or countenance in any of us the features of the man of sin and shame; but He will strengthen every bit of affection that there is for the Man of His counsel, the Man of His purpose. And we want to be in that. 

    - .L. We might be built up in what is fixed and eternal. I was struck with your remark; is that where everything is fixed? 

    SMcCIt is a fixed matter you see. There is no going back on it on the part of God. But then there is no going back on it on the part of the saints - that is what we want to come to - they anointed Solomon king a second time. 

    - .L. There was nothing fixed about these other men, was there, they all met disaster? Everything is fixed in Solomon. 

    SMcCYes. To get to this point of anointing Solomon the second time; we are living in a day when there is so much said about persons going back on things, going back on the truth, going back on what they have formerly held, and on what they have formerly enjoyed. That is not Gods way. In Chronicles, as Solomon becomes the focal object, they anoint him a second time. They do not go back on the truth, the matter is sustained all the way through in 1 Chronicles 29. 

    PHHThat is, they confirmed what God had already designated. 

    SMcCThat is it. And confirmed what they had already designated. When Solomon was anointed in 1 Kings 1: 39 all the people said Long live king Solomon! That is, there was the first time, and there was the second time. They did not go back on it, they confirmed what originally had been done. 

    PHHDoes that explain a little the rising of the priest in 1 Kings? Early there is a mention of these men, Zadok the priest, and Benaiah, and Nathan; but as the narrative goes on, it is Zadok the priest who comes to the forefront. Is there something in that? 

    SMcCI think so, because you will notice that in the last passage Zadok is linked with Solomon in Chronicles, he is anointed to be priest, showing the exalted level on to which Zadok is brought. Nathan the prophet is the representative of God; Zadok is linked with Solomon in a peculiar way in that passage, so that we are to notice his prominence here, and we are to notice the prominence of Davids mule, and Gihon, and the horn of oil out of the tabernacle. In 2 Samuel 12 it is more the private view as we are brought into Gods secret over against the disaster and the background. The assembly comes on to our view now in 1 Kings 1 in the tabernacle, and the horn of oil which is linked with it. And then the name Gihon means stream and in Gihon there was a fountain or reservoir of water. You remember how in the day of revival in Hezekiahs time when the enemy came in, Hezekiah stopped the waters of Gihon, and brought them down underground to the west side of the city of David; 2 Chronicles 32: 30. Gihon brings in the thought of the Spirit in a general way in the dispensation, the horn of oil is the Spirit in a special distinctive way, as out of the tabernacle, all entering into this matter now, of the anointing of Solomon. 

    PHHWould you just say a little about the connection between what is priestly and what is prophetic? Do they serve one another as features amongst the saints? 

    SMcCThey do, but there is this difference, that the priest can go where the prophet cannot. 

    PHHYes; quite so. Would you say that the thought of the prophet comes out from God, and speaks on His behalf; but the priest can always go in, and is constitutionally a worshipper? 

    SMcCThat is it. So that Zadok the priest took the horn of oil out of the tabernacle; he went in to the tent, and took the horn of oil out. 

    PHHDoes that mean that Zadok here, the priest, is so to speak in line with Gods original thought about loving Solomon, calling him Jedidiah? 

    SMcCI think it does, and it especially points to the way that the Spirit comes into the matter, over against the rival again, in Adonijah. The Spirit comes into the matter to consolidate the position through Zadok. 

    GHSPMight the assembly come in here as the sphere in which the great thoughts of God are treasured inwardly? 

    SMcCThe whole secret is bound up with the assembly in that sense, that what is necessary to anoint Solomon is linked with the assembly; it is the Holy Spirit in relation to the assembly in this way, in view of Solomon standing out. 

    RGBThe Spirit of God will not tolerate any rival to Christ, and will He, as made room for, keep the hearts of the saints in that direction, and help us to preserve a condition of loyalty to Christ? 

    SMcCI thought so, and the importance of Zadok the priest, showing the need for priestly influence in a background like this, where again we have got diverse elements that are operating; and really what is operating is that the hand is on the throne of Jah. In the last passage that we read, Solomon sat on the throne of Jehovah; it is a mysterious reference, a remarkable and unique reference. He sat, not on the throne of David in that particular verse, but he sat on the throne of Jehovah. So what Adonijah was really after was the throne of Jehovah, the displacement of Jehovah in the midst of His people. 

    RGBIn relation to Zadok, you seem to have a peculiar feature of loyalty brought forward in the way that he is mentioned in the book of Ezekiel. It says he kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me (chapter 44: 15), as if that element of loyalty in the midst of a dark background is peculiarly presented in Zadok, would you say? 

    SMcCThat is remarkable, showing how God values secret history with Himself. It is a question of where we are with Him in crises, where we are not deflected, or disaffected by natural feelings of emotion. Zadok was free from all these and was in line with Gods movements in regard of the man of His choice, and God values that. 

    PHHWhat would you say about Bath-sheba as needing to be adjusted two or three times in this chapter in Kings? 

    SMcCI suppose it alludes to a state in the saints that is weak. It may be in any locality, for we work out all these things practically in our localities. David is weak on the line of kingship publicly and in authority, and Bath-sheba is weak; so that you might say it is a condition of things in which, if nothing intervenes, the whole spirit of what is antichristian in the way of principles and the like that belong to his system, will bring in disaster. But we find that Benaiah is there, and Zadok is there; and they operate in relation to Bath-sheba, and bring her into line with the divine thought. 

    AHWould you say what you understand is represented in Benaiah, he makes a remarkable statement in verses 36 and 37? 

    SMcCHe does. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said, Amen. That is very fine. How he says, Jehovah the God of my lord the king, say so too. As Jehovah has been with my lord the king, even so be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord king David. Then we get Benaiah with the Cherethites and the Pelethites; that is the bodyguard, those that stand around Solomons couch, and protect the great divine thought in Solomon. 

    - .L. Are these men some of the fixed ones to use your expression? 

    SMcCYes. God can rely on them in the hour of crisis. 

    - .L. They are fixed in their hearts and affections and thoughts? 

    SMcCI believe that unreliability - and we all are to feel it, at least I feel it for myself - unreliability in us naturally largely springs from losing sight of Solomon, Christ in this type, as the divine ideal; because everything is fixed in relation to Solomon, God is committed to it. God is committed to Christ; and we want to be fully committed to Christ in this sense too. 

    - .L. And may that be one of the reasons why Jehovah loved him, as Jehovah looked, shall we say, ahead? 

    SMcCIn the sense in which Christ would be in the divine mind, yes. In 2 Samuel 12 the love of Jehovah stands related to what was in the babe there. Of course it would operate right through, but the whole point is the unique reference that is not made of any other babe, that Jehovah loved him. It was what was there in the babe. 

    EJHIs it continual fixedness in constantly changing circumstances that is such a test to us? 

    SMcCIt is. You feel that, for next week or next month, or next year, we do not know from which side the enemy will approach, and will shake us to our foundations as to where we are in regard to Solomon, where we are in regard to Christ, the Man of Gods purpose and counsel. And if we are not in line with God, we shall build up our hopes and our thoughts and our feelings and our affections in regard to the man that is sure to come to disaster; and we will lose our way. 

    ACSPIn that connection, is it not striking that in the chapter Mr. L. referred to, Benaiah shines as one who deals with single great persons? There were not only the two lion-like men of Moab, but an imposing man, an Egyptian. Other mighties dealt with great numbers; but he seemed to deal with personalities. 

    SMcCYes. The flesh loves an imposing man! You see that in your own heart. How the flesh gravitates to what is imposing, what will put a big impression on any one of us. We have to reject that completely. We begin with a babe, there is nothing very imposing about a babe. Think of the loveliness of a babe, think of God loving that babe! God would draw us into His secret in relation to Christ so that we might be preserved in that secret from all the antichristian stream and currents that are flowing so swiftly around us. 

    AEBDo we have to see that the devil himself is behind every one of these rivals, whether it be Adonijah, or Absalom, or whoever it may be? Are not all the activities in connection with Solomon centred in Gihon, but the activities in connection with Adonijah are at the stone Zoheleth, and Zoheleth means serpent does it not? 

    SMcCDoes it? I do not know. I am sure that Gihon is an important point to see here. The word itself means a stream and there were waters, plenty of water in Gihon. The enemy tried to get at it, but Hezekiah diverted it by bringing it underground, as the literal version of it is, in 2 Chronicles 32; he brought it down to the west side of the city of David; that is, where the day was declining, the west side, to strengthen and support the position, it is the Spirits power. 

    CMMWould the reference to the trumpet and the pipe remind us of prophetic ministry, the trumpet giving no uncertain sound, and the ministry supporting the greatness of Solomon? 

    SMcCTherefore the importance of right leadership. It is important in all these matters that the leaders should be right, so that a right lead is given that all the people can come into, and say Long live king Solomon. It is all the people. 

    WDDWere you going to say something about the mule on which he rode? 

    SMcCI think it is very fine to see how Davids mule comes in here. It would be quite different from Absaloms mule. Absaloms mule took him under a tree where he got held up, and it meant the end of him, but Davids mule never took him under a tree. David says in verse 33, Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and then in verse 38 it says they caused Solomon to ride upon king Davids mule. I think as you read 2 Samuel 22 and 23, the wonderful song, and then Davids references to himself, you see Davids mule; you see the way he was carried through, the way he was brought through, and Solomon is to come through on the same mule thou, Solomon my son, know the God of thy father, 1 Chronicles 28: 9. He is going to be carried through on the same principle that David was carried through on. 

    P.L. In royal dignity? 

    SMcCThat is it. Not stooping to the pettiness and meanness of the flesh which breaks out in Joab and Ammon and Absalom, to gain their own selfish end. Royal dignity marks Solomon in this sense. Now we must just have a word as to Chronicles, where we get this thought entering into the chapter where the service of God is in mind, and where the sacrificial side is mentioned earlier. We referred to And they made Solomon the son of David king the second time, and anointed him to Jehovah. I think that is a reaction to and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovahs sake. The people now have come to it, so that they anoint him to Jehovah, to be prince; it is what is for Jehovah. Then it says And Solomon sat on the throne of Jehovah as king instead of David his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him. And all the princes, and the mighty men, and all the sons likewise of king David, submitted themselves to Solomon the king. And Jehovah magnified Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel. Now we should notice these alls, not a rival remains on the scene. Where is Absalom? Where is Adonijah? Where is Joab? Where is Ammon? They are all out. Put every men out from before me, as Joseph said in Genesis: they are all out. We reach a realm and a sphere in the light of Gods exalted supremacy where Christ is supreme, and on the throne of Jehovah; and where there is not an adverse or rival element in the realm in relation to Solomon. 

    GDIn the first of Colossians, we have the kingdom of the Son of his love. 

    SMcCYes. All this line is Colossian; we shall see in relation to the ark the Ephesian side. Solomon is the personal side, but the ark brings in the great thought of the system of the truth, the centre of the testimony, the Christ, and the unity of the Spirit. All that is seen officially in Ephesians. 

    AEBCould you just say a word about this thought of magnification? 

    SMcCI think that we want to make room for it, and God would advance on our souls the greatness of Christ. He magnified Joshua, that was in relation to the proximity to the Jordan, but this is a further thought. Christ was magnified in His entrance above, as having, in a military way, in triumph come through. But then, the magnification of Solomon is as sitting on the throne of Jehovah. 

    PHHWas there a moral warrant for it in the people, that is, that they obeyed him, and they submitted themselves to him? Does that mean that behind all that Jehovah was doing, He had the full support, so to speak, of the saints? 

    SMcCThat is it. So that there is not an independent thought, or an independent feature in the whole position. This chapter is full of alls. If you go through the chapter, and count the times that all is mentioned in this section, it is impressive. And that is what God is aiming at, nothing less than the whole thought, suggested in all. We may have to hold to it abstractly, but that is the divine mind - the all. And things are sustained, not only in relation to Solomon, but the sacrificial side comes in for it says in verse 21 that they offered on the morrow after that day. There is no let down, there is no going back. It is very humbling, and rouses feelings of sorrow and grief in your heart, to think of those that go back on the truth, and go back on what they were originally committed to. But there is nothing of that here. 

    GHSPMight the divine thought be set out in Colossians, where it says that all the fulness was pleased to dwell in Christ? Could there be some link there with Jehovah loved him - the pleasure of the Godhead dwelling in Christ as Man? 

    SMcCYes. Colossians shows how Christ is the great central thought. So that in Colossians 2 it just says, For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily (verse 9). It is not altogether a mediatorial thought there, it involves that Deity is there, Christ is the expression of Deity in that verse. And there is a link with Solomon on the throne of Jehovah. That is a unique and remarkable reference that we do not find elsewhere, that Solomon sat on the throne of Jehovah. That is, where the supremacy of Jehovah, of God, is moved on to our view, we see Christ in type in Solomon in it, the Man on the throne. 
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    THE SPIRIT OF THIS DISPENSATION (1) (JT 9)

    1 Kings 2:1 - 12; 1 Kings 5

    WB-tWhy do you bring in Shimei and Joab before the building of the house? 

    JTI would like to show how the spirit of the previous dispensation takes precedence of the one under Solomon. Whilst David remained alive judgment was not executed; he had a judgment of things but it was not executed. It was held in abeyance. I wish particularly that we might dwell on the spirit of this dispensation, and how current events are to be taken account of; that God is not now dealing in a retributive way. Things are held over. It is still the day of His grace and patience, and David has to be regarded in a different light in the beginning of chapter 2, from the light in which he is seen in chapter 1. Here it is simply that the days of David drew nigh that he should die, and he charged Solomon his son. He is now in the sense of his position and in the vigour suited to it. 

    WB-tHe says, thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, as though it were personal against him. 

    JTIt was against him, but the judgment was deferred; it was not executed, which I think we should take account of. The present is not the time of vengeance. We are not the executors of vengeance. 

    JBReward too is at the end, as we see in Barzillai the Gileadite? 

    JTYes, he represents those that have taken sides with the Lord in the day of His rejection. It is the spirit that marks this dispensation that is in view. We have a judgment of things, both as regards good and evil, but the execution of judgment is suspended. It is the time of long-suffering. 

    AFMThe one that does not love Christ will be accursed at the coming of the Lord. 

    JTYes, at the coming of the Lord. So I thought in that way chapter 5 might be connected with chapter 2, in which is the spirit of grace, which bears long, and chapter 5 is what goes with that; that is, Hiram always loved David. He loved him under all circumstances. It is that which has been in the dispensation all along, under all circumstances. 

    GWHSo you would say the present dispensation is greater than that which follows? 

    JTThat is what I thought might be helpful to come before us;, that it necessarily takes precedence of all that follows, and the twelfth verse confirms this. It says, And Solomon sat on the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established greatly. Now in Chronicles it is the throne of Jehovah. That is to say, it connects the kingdom of Solomon with Jehovah and His covenant relations with Israel; whereas here it is the throne of David, more what characterises our own dispensation, the dispensation of grace, the day of the Spirit, taking precedence of all that follows. 

    RSSWould you speak of chapter 5 as representing the day of grace? 

    JTWell, I was thinking that that chapter shows the love that marks the dispensation. Hiram always loved David, it says. That is, he loved him through all circumstances. 

    AFMWhat does Hiram set forth? 

    JTI think he sets forth the love that is found now amongst us. 

    AFMI think so too. The mark of believers is that they love. 

    JTI think one point in it is that he always loved David. His love was not spasmodic. 

    WBIn what way did he stand relative to David? What position did he fill? 

    JTHe was not equal to the queen of Sheba, 

    if we make comparisons. There is no record, as far as I know, that he visited or associated himself with David or affiliated with him, but he loved him. It was the love of admiration, not of association; whereas the queen came to the king to see him. But still, Hirams was a love that the Spirit of God takes account of. 

    DRHave you in your mind in connection with Hiram as a lover of David, that he would be found supporting the one on his throne; that is, Solomon? 

    JTYes. He looked at Solomon in relation to David. It was because of that I felt encouraged to connect the two scriptures. It is to show the connection with David. It says, verse 7, It came to pass when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be Jehovah this day, who has given to David a wise son over this great people. He looked at Solomon in relation to David. 

    ABHe says: I will do all thy desire concerning timber. 

    JTHe is prepared to contribute, according to his power, to all that which is to be established. It was a love dating back to the past, that stretched back to David, a love that subsisted through all circumstances, and is now prepared to come forward and contribute to that which Solomon was about to establish. That is the kind of love that one would seek to have. This is just an outline. I thought we might dwell on it. It marks the present time. We are so apt to take account of current events as retributive, as though God were penalising the nations. It is not that, because He is true to His own principles, and therefore, He is still waiting on them in grace, Although He has to knock hard, it is in the light of grace, His long-suffering being still salvation. 

    MCHDo you speak of the reign of David as one of grace? He was continually surrounded by the enemy, and by wars? 

    JTYes, he dealt heavy blows against the enemies of Gods people. He was a man of war, but as regards what occurred within the kingdom, things were left over. 

    LTFWas the idea of judgment carried along in connection with grace? I refer to Joab and Shimei. 

    JTThat is what I was saying. We have a judgment; we do not shut our eyes to things. The spirit of antichrist is active, and we have a judgment of things, but the way to meet them for the moment is not to deal with them in the sense of penalty. You do not penalise people now, but act on the principle of chastisement for their good. 

    LTFThe Lord, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously, 1 Peter 2:23. Is that the way we deal with things? 

    JTThat is the principle. We suffer for righteousness, but we have a judgment as to those that cause us the suffering; we leave them, however, to Him who judgeth righteously. 

    LTFWe commit ourselves to Him who will judge in righteousness by and by. 

    JTVengeance [belongs] to me, I will recompense, saith the Lord, Romans 12:19. 

    HGAlexander the smith did many evil things against me. The Lord will render to him according to his works. Against whom be thou also on thy guard, 2 Timothy 4:14. Is that the idea of judgment to come? But meantime he warns Timothy. 

    WCRDo you connect discipline with this? 

    JTIt is that too. In 1 Timothy 1:20, Paul says of Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered to Satan, that they may be taught by discipline not to blaspheme. His action was in the nature of discipline. 

    WCRJudgment administered now is in the nature of discipline, and it works for the good of the saints. 

    RSSWe receive chastisement for our good. God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, (that is still true), not reckoning to them their offences, 2 Corinthians 5:19. If we do wrong God does not pass it over, but instead of punishment there is discipline, which has our blessing in view. 

    RMLAnd David accepts the cursing of Shimei in the way of discipline? 

    JTThat is it. He had his judgment about it; he did not excuse Shimei, but he deferred punishment; he hands it over to Solomon. It is a question of what the type means. He was true typically to the present dispensation. Judgment is deferred. 

    RSSWhen does the time for punishment come in? 

    JTIt is at the change of the dispensation, which of course is seen here in Solomon. The present time is the kingdom and patience, Revelation 1:9. The Lord is on His Fathers throne, which speaks of nothing else but grace for man. He remains on it still; as soon as He arises from it, and takes up His own throne, then He is dealing with the world directly, and must necessarily put evil down. Hence it says, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming, 2 Thessalonians 2:8. The spirit of His mouth is not now breathing out destruction; it is what we see in John 20, the spirit He breathed into the disciples. That was the spirit of grace, and more, it was the spirit of the heavenly Man. In that spirit they were sent out to humanity, to the world, to convey what God is in grace. Now when He moves from His present position it is, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, 2 Thessalonians 2:8. It will then be a question of consumption, not of grace, and the brightness of His coming will test all that is opposed. In this sense Solomon is Christ taking up the kingdom in the future, and meting out judgment for sin, hence we see in chapter 2 that every one of these men that exhibited the spirit of antichrist is brought into judgment. 

    RSSSo the reign of David is connected with grace; the reign of Solomon with judgment and glory. 

    MLHWhile Christ sits upon the Fathers throne the dispensation of grace continues, but when He takes His own throne there will be judgment. 

    JTJehovahs throne; 1 Chronicles 29:23, suggests the covenant relations with Israel. Hence Solomon goes to Gibeon, and the old system is recognised; the Israel of Gods purpose comes into view. In Chronicles it is covenant relationships with His earthly people. So in 2 Chronicles we are told that fire came down from the heavens and consumed the burnt-offering and sacrifices (2 Chronicles 7:1) after Solomon had prayed, showing Gods public acceptance of the earthly people as re-established typically under Christ; whereas here in 1 Kings, he sat on the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established greatly. I think it is bringing into evidence the importance of Davids throne, that it takes precedence over Solomons. Solomon sits on it. 

    GATWhat you say about David and Solomon is a change from what I have heard and what I thought I knew. That is, Solomons reign was a reign of judgment. I thought Davids was a reign of judgment, because as far as we have gone in connection with Solomon, he has exposed the thing, but has not brought judgment in. 

    JTThe exposure is not by Solomon. It is through the exercise that preceded Solomons enthronement. 

    GATBut take chapter 3, in the case of the two women with the child. Solomon exposes where the evil was, but he has not yet brought in the judgment. 

    JTHe can tell the mother of the child, so he is a man of wisdom, and he received that from the Lord; but the exercises that brought in the judgment of him who typifies antichrist were in connection with David and Davids servants. 

    WBThere is a verse in Revelation 3 that says, He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne. That is in His address to Laodicea. 

    JTThere is the distinction. He is at present on the Fathers throne. 

    WBYou are bringing in the thought that He has sat down on His Fathers throne. In this day of grace God is revealed as Father. 

    JTYes. David had a great knowledge of God. That is what marked him. He said, Let us fall, I pray thee, into the hand of Jehovah; for his mercies are great, 2 Samuel 24:14. The Psalms show he had a great knowledge of God, and his last words show this . He had a right estimate of what a king should be, so his throne is a throne marked by what God is, which is typically the present dispensation. It is a question of what God is, not exactly as judging evil, that is more the future, but as introducing and establishing the good. That is the thing to get hold of. Of course David acted in judgment upon the enemies of Gods people; this would correspond with Christs death, and His constant defence of the saints; otherwise grace marked Davids throne. 

    WB-tIf I gather your thought, the present state of things in the earth is not in the nature of punishment for the nations. 

    JTThat is what I was remarking. We must not misjudge the dealings of God. They are not, as I said, retributive, but are of the character of chastisement. God is loth to cast off the nations, so He is knocking loudly at their hearts at the present time. 

    JBI suppose the present moment would be a continuation of the history of the Lord Jesus Christ when here; according to Luke 4 He could say: 

    [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, Luke 4:18. And Peter says later, Jesus ... of Nazareth: how God anointed him with [the] Holy Spirit and with power; who went through [all quarters] doing good, Acts 10:38. 

    JTChristianity is a continuation of that. 

    LTFIn Davids reign there was much blood-shed, was the idea in that the removal of things contrary to God rather than judgment? 

    JTThe kingdom is Gods power exercised in grace; that is Davids throne. There were things that acted against that; they had to be overcome, and the Lord you might say, accomplished that in His death. 

    GATIs that where you bring in the distinction, that Davids war was not actually judgment? 

    JTDavids kingdom was the exercise of grace, and so was for the benefit of man. That was what it was, hence it is a type of Christianity; his was really a greater throne than that of Solomon. 

    JBI suppose the throne of the Lord Himself is introduced in Revelation 4 and 5, the throne set in heaven? 

    JTI do not know, there is a good deal in that. In the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, is the Lamb slain. I think there are developments from that that lead directly to judgment. Of course, it is a point that would lead to prophetical subjects, but I may make this remark as to the seals, they are opened by the Lamb. Now that does not suggest or bode anything against man. The effect of opening the seals is to bring the elect of God to light, not necessarily to execute wrath, although the inhabitants of the world say, that the wrath of the Lamb has come; it was not just that. It was more a question of the Lord acting governmentally to bring to light the elect, the hundred and forty and four thousand. Then in chapter 8 of Revelation He is seen typically in the angel with the censer at the altar of incense. Well, now, that in itself does not suggest judgment. What He is doing is presenting the prayers of the saints before God; the result of that, however, brings judgment. That is, it is not the direct action of Christ. It is rather the result of the exercise and prayers of Gods people. The fire of the altar is taken and cast upon the earth and then you have the woes; that is, the woes come as the issue of the prayers of Gods people. It is not the throne that is acting, but rather that God is taking account of the exercises and prayers of His people, but you see their prayers are not prayers begotten under the Christian dispensation; if they were, there would be no judgment. They are prayers for judgment (chapter 6:10), whereas ours are not prayers for judgment. Ours are like Stephens. We do not pray for judgment. We pray for grace and forgiveness, so we do not bring down judgment. That is the reason I wanted to call attention to the dispensation as signified here, that while David lived and reigned judgment was not executed. 

    WBAnd even in the reign of Solomon there is a lingering in the case of Joab and Shimei; they have another chance. So the present dispensation, the grace and forbearance on the part of God seems to linger in this passage. 

    JTWhat you see first of all is limitation. He says to Adonijah, Go to thy house, 1 Kings 1:53. That is a good place to send a man imbued with such a spirit. 

    He gave him another opportunity. He limited him, but it was good as far as it went, and so they are all limited, you know. It is in a fresh outbreak of opposition to Christ that direct judgment comes down. 

    GWWReferring to what you were saying about prayers, you could not possibly bring into the present dispensation such a prayer as in the sixth chapter of Revelation, How long, O sovereign Ruler, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell upon the earth?, Revelation 6:10. That character of prayer of which you have been speaking, would be wholly inconsistent with the present dispensation. 

    JTThat comes from beneath the altar. It is from those who were martyred under the circumstances mentioned. 

    HGThe conversion of Saul of Tarsus answers to the prayer of the present moment, for example. You pray for your enemies in that way. 

    JTThat is the idea. Instead of being destroyed he is converted, and that characterises the present dispensation. 

    MLHWould you speak of Davids reign as marked by things being ordered according to God? 

    JTYes, that is more 1 Chronicles, however. It makes much of Davids headship. He had the light about the temple from the Lord, and it says, he gave the pattern to Solomon. You do not see that here, but what you see here is the spirit that marks Davids kingdom. It is the spirit of things, and hence in connection with all that, the house you get in 1 Kings is a pattern of the heavenly thing, the Fathers house. It is the Fathers house typically in 1 Kings, whereas in Chronicles the house is more in relation to Israel, with a veil, etc. 

    RSSStephen manifested the spirit of Christ in his prayer. 

    JTYes, and it was according to the breathing that He breathed into the disciples. In John 20 it is the spirit of the heavenly Man. Christianity is marked by the spirit of that Man. 

    WBI suppose the apostle Paul is the result of Stephens prayer. 

    JTNot only that, but the result of the wonderful spirit Stephen showed before Saul; the spirit of one that could kneel down and pray while being stoned to death. 

    RemAnd could say: lay not this sin to their charge, Acts 7:60. That would be the spirit of Christ on the cross. 

    JBThen you would not regard Davids forbearance as weakness, but long-suffering? 

    JTThere is no evidence of weakness, but of strength in this chapter. He is able to charge Solomon in regard to judgment, so here it is more that which is proper to him. 

    GATI think the opening of this second chapter is very encouraging both to parents and children. Here was a man that lived and maintained the testimony, and at his close God entrusted him with a son that he could call to his bedside and commit to him the testimony. The father in leaving, could say: Be of good courage, therefore, and be a man. That is an encouragement to the young, that when the older ones leave they can leave with a free heart and leave those behind that are able to fill their places. 

    JTIt is a great thing to see things taken up in the energy of youthful manhood. Quit yourselves like men; Paul said, be strong, 1 Corinthians 16:13. 

    JSWould you say these men had been under grace and they persisted in not availing themselves of it, and on account of this a judgment overtakes them? 

    JTBut the greatness of the dispensation is set forth in that they were borne with. It is a great thing in having to bear with evil to be above it in your spirit. 

    JSSo that what is taking place in Europe today you can attribute, in a certain way, to the refusal of the truth and light that has been presented there. 

    JTYes, but it is very comforting to be assured that God is true to His own principles, and inasmuch as He is pleased to prolong the dispensation, all His dealings with men are in the light of this, and are consistent with it. Hence these things work together for good, not for evil. 

    AFMYou might say a word about Barzillai, there was to be a special consideration shown to his sons. 

    JTThat would show, would it not, how all done on behalf of Christ is taken account of. It is taken account of in the judgment of the saints. 

    JBIs it not remarkable that in regard to the sons of Barzillai, consideration was to be perpetually continued? 

    JTShew kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table; for so they came up to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother. 

    MLHHe stood for the testimony when it was in reproach. 

    JTYes, he supplied according to his abundance for the support of the king and his household in his rejection. One is reminded of Pauls word: The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found [me], 2 Timothy 1:16 - 17. 

    HGWhy was it that Barzillai drew back in a certain sense? He seemed to be lacking in ability to enjoy all that David would have led him into at Jerusalem. I have wondered why that is. 

    JTI think it is an indication of spiritual weakness, but it is nice to think that David thought of his sons, evidently assuming, they would go in for the greatest things, to sit at Solomons table. 

    GWWBarzillai thought of the sons; he requested that Chimham, who seems to have been one, should go over. That was Barzillais own request, and David is now really seeing that that request is going to be granted. 

    WBBarzillai was a very great man, 2 Samuel 19:32. We do not often get that said of a man in Scripture. 

    JTYes, you get him spoken of as a very great man, and the Shunamite, as a great woman, 2 Kings 4:8. 

    RMLThe descendants of Barzillai continued a long time, but they were set aside because they could not prove their clear title to serve in a priestly way. They had to wait till a priest should arise with Urim and with Thummim, Ezra 2:63. 

    GWWThe point you have before you is that in the present dispensation we have to take our attitude from the position which Christ now occupies largely in relation to things in the world, and that as long as grace is on the throne the ways of God with men will not be punitive, but in the way of chastening. So in looking around today, and seeing all the things happening in the habitable world, we see the chastening of God measured out, perhaps, towards Christendom as a sort of call from God, to make His voice heard in the midst of a people who have really turned their backs on Him. And we are to be characterized by that spirit. That is what it comes to now. 

    JTYes, that is what I understand. 

    WBI have always had difficulty in regard to David because his life is set forth in a double way. He was the rejected one, and then he is the one that reigns. I think you are helping us on that line now. 

    Then do you look at Solomons reign, the beginning of it, as a continuation of that? 

    JTAnd the Spirit of God emphasises the superiority of Davids throne, I think, because obviously David is greater than Solomon here, in that he is instructing him. 

    WBYou say it is the day of Christs rejection, but really Christ is on His Fathers throne and not His own throne. 

    JTAnd therefore it is the character of His administration, the character of it. 

    RemHe has the key of David. That is a present thing, is it not? 

    JTThe key of David I think is the administration of what is good. He has the keys of death and hades too, the power for limitation of evil. You see it in the chapter before us. Things are limited; evil is limited. Christ has power to limit evil. It is a great comfort to us; whilst you do not want to see judgment directly executed, you are thankful for the limitation of evil, but the key of David, as we were remarking, is the administration of good. That is what Christ is doing now. 

    EJWIt is interesting to see how Paul reminds Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:8, that Christ was raised from the dead as the seed of David according to his gospel; and then in Revelation, as we have been speaking of it, He is seen as having the complete power of divine administration. 

    JTAnd it is very significant that even in Romans, the great gospel letter, he introduces the fact that Christ was made of the seed of David according to flesh. It seems to me a spiritual reference in connection with the gospel. 

    GWWAnd in Lukes gospel, which is properly our gospel, He is brought in in that way; Luke 1: 32. 

    APDoes the Fathers throne cease when the Son takes His own throne? 

    JTI should not say it ceased, because the Father remains as the Father. He remains in His own absoluteness as the Father, but then judgment is necessary, executory judgment. He will judge the secrets of men, and He will judge the world by Christ. All judgment is given to the Son, because He is Son of man; John 5. 

    RSSIt would not be consistent for the Lord, speaking reverently, to be on the Fathers throne to execute judgment. It says, Neither does the Father judge any one, but hath given all judgment to the Son, John 5:22. It would be a moral inconsistency. 

    AFMIt makes the present moment a remarkable one. What a character there is in the throne, and the gospel going out to every creature as a result! 

    WBIs your thought that sitting down on His throne, we shall be connected with Him in the day when He takes things up? 

    JTI think that is quite clear; it is proved in what is said to the overcomer in Thyatira, and also to the overcomers in Laodicea. We are to rule the nations with a rod of iron, and we shall sit with Christ on His throne. Rome, which is seen in Thyatira, would execute judgment now, but the Lord says in principle to the overcomer in that church, That is for you to do; but it will be in the future, it is not the time for it now. 

    MLHThat will be the day of vengeance of our God. 

    WCRThe tares are to grow with the wheat till then. 

    GWWBut the apprehension of Christs position governs our attitude. 

    JTThat is the point to get clear. 

    GATThen there is a difference between the kingdom and the assembly. The wheat and tares grow together in the kingdom, but not in the assembly. 

    JTYou cannot go on in evil associations. Fellowship involves the assembly. 

    GWWWe have to be on our guard lest we take up in a punitive way things that are intended to be taken up in a chastening way. 

    JTYou do not want to execute judgment. Vengeance [belongs] to me, I will recompense, saith the Lord, Romans 12:19. 

    MLHDid you say they grew together in the kingdom? I thought it was in the world; the field is the world, in which they are growing. 

    JTYes, quite, only that is one of the parables to illustrate the history of the kingdom, and illustrate the different features of it outwardly. At the end, all things that offend and those that do iniquity are gathered out of the kingdom. 

    WCRThe parable refers to what the kingdom became. 

    GWWIt is the sphere in which the Son of man cast His seed. 

    JTI thought we might dwell on chapter 5 a little, it is the love side. It says, And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the place of his father; for Hiram always loved David. I think that is a very remarkable expression. 

    DRWould that be a superior love to that of Jonathan towards him? 

    JTI think so. Hiram sent and built David a house. Jonathan never did anything like that. 

    HGHe turned away from David, did he not? 

    JTYes. Jonathan chose to stay in the house of Saul, but we read in 2 Samuel 5:11, that Hiram, king of Tyre, sent messengers to David and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons; and they built David a house. 

    GWWThere you find that which really was special coming into evidence. There you get a remarkable evidence of Hirams interest in David. 

    JTYes, and what follows on that is, that David perceived that Jehovah had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom because of his people Israel, 2 Samuel 5:12. The interest of Hiram seemed to have suggested all this to David; he perceived that Jehovah had exalted him king over Israel, and it was because of his people Israel. 

    RSSHe was a Gentile, so his love is the more remarkable. 

    GATThis compares with the first part of Luke 7, where they besought Jesus to come and heal the servant of the centurion on account of what the centurion had done. 

    JTHe loves our nation, and himself hath built the synagogue for us, Luke 7:5. 

    WB-tSolomon says to Hiram, thou knowest that David my father could not build a house unto the name of Jehovah his God because of the wars which were about him on every side, until Jehovah put them under the soles of his feet. Hiram built David a house, but David could not build Jehovah a house, and Hiram knew it. There is intelligence there. 

    JTWhat one sees in Hiram as ever a lover of David is, that he was a man of supply. You love to see that among the Lords people, that they have supply; they have something. 

    GWWWhat would you think was the meaning typically of Hiram building David a house? Is it something typical of what is being done for Christ at the present moment? 

    JTWhatever Davids house may typify, it was built of cedar. Hiram was a man of supply, and of such kind as suited the glory of the kingdom  cedar wood. Hirams provision for David suggests what love would do now for Christ. 

    ABWould what Lydia said to Paul and his companions at Philippi illustrate it? If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]?, Acts 16:15. 

    JTThat would be it in kind. 

    GWWI suppose the thought of building a house for a man is that all of that man can be freely in display, and where all is according to him. We get that thought in connection with the house. 

    JTThe material is worthy of note. Hiram, king of Tyre, sent messengers, it says, to David, and timber of cedars, and carpenters, and masons; and they built David a house. What you note is the suitability of the material. It would have been a good deal if he had simply sent the material, but he sent the carpenters and the masons and completed the thing, he completed the work, so that there was that which suited the king. 

    HGIs the supply resultant on Hiram having followed the vicissitudes of the testimony, if you may so speak of it in David, so that he is prepared for the move of it? It does not matter in whose hands it is exactly, he is prepared for the move of it, and can be an intelligent contributor in connection with it. Is that the idea? 

    JTYes, I think he was ever ready with his supply, and ever ready to do the work of building, but the time of the building of Jehovahs house had not yet arrived, hence he could not build it in Davids day, but now he is prepared for it. As the testimony moves, as you said, he is prepared to go on that line. 

    HGAnd was prepared to accept the movement of the testimony, which I think is a testing thing. As one has often had to see in connection with the house of God, there have been men who have gone a good long way, but if there is a move of the testimony they are not prepared to move, and it would seem as though possibly they never had been lovers of David. 

    JTI think that is the point, whether your love is capable of going through all the vicissitudes of the testimony; whoever the persons may be through whose hands it is passing, you think of it, and are always ready with your supply and your skill in building. 

    GATIt is a great thing to have a brother with supply. 

    QuesWhat does that mean? 

    JTHiram evidently was a lover at a distance. Even in regard to Davids house, he sent messengers, but he is a lover, and a lover of such a kind as to go through all the vicissitudes of David, of the testimony, and he has the right kind of material. 

    GATWas that like the widow of Sarepta, she was a person with supply; she had the handful of meal and a little oil in the cruse and was going to bake a cake for herself and her son and die, but instead she gives the supply to Elijah to support the testimony? 

    JTThat is the idea to a point. She did not have very much and the little she did have was even minimised in her eyes. She was going to eat it and die. Eating is for living, not dying. It was inconsistent to say that, but you see Hiram has abundance, and the kind he has is just what is necessary, he had cedar. Now the circumstances required cedar, not shittim wood, as in the wilderness, but cedar which refers to glory and dignity. That is what you look for in brethren, that they are not narrow and petty. The flesh is extremely small, whereas the spiritual man is marked by dignity and largeness. He has an object before him and thinks of that, and supplies for that. That is what you see in Hiram. 

    AFMHe was not asked evidently to supply Davids house. He supplies it on his own initiative, so to speak. It is interesting too, to see that in Davids mind the house of God takes rise from his having such a house. It was when he sat in his house that he said, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains, 2 Samuel 7:2. 

    RSSJoseph of Arimathaea illustrates what is being said. He was a man that had a supply, and he lovingly offered it. He went in and begged the body of Jesus and laid it in his new tomb. 

    JTI think that is very good. All the way through the gospel of John he is a distant lover; but at the opportune moment, when needed, he comes forward with his spices without stint, and he goes in and begs the body of the Lord from Pilate. He shines there. 

    APWhat would you say of the word used in the New Translation  he demanded it? 

    JTShowing that he would have it, I suppose. 

    QuesWould you say we have men of supplies today? 

    JTI think each one of us should contribute something. 

    GATI was wondering if you would compare Hiram with many good persons today who would like to give hundreds away, and really would die for the name of Christ, but when it comes to taking the outside place with Him, close by Him, like those in the cave with David, they are not ready for it? 

    JTI would be free to speak of Jonathan in that respect, but when the Spirit of God singles out the bright features of a man, and passes over the dark spots, you like to be sympathetic with the Spirit. Hiram is such a fine character you would not like to cast reflections on him. 

    EJWThen we might remember, that it was proper to be a lover at a distance; he was not called upon to cast in his lot, as Jonathan was, and strictly he represents the Gentiles in the coming day, who will contribute to the glory of Christ and what is His on the earth here. 

    WB-tWhat is your thought as to food for his household? 

    JTI thought it shows the principle of mutuality, because that marks Christianity. That is, he supplies the material for the temple and Solomon supplies food for his house. Christianity is not a one-sided thing, indeed mutuality is a strong feature in it. 

    DRWould you not say in one aspect the work of Hiram represents the subjective work of the Spirit in finding out the material to build the house? 

    JTYou might use it in that way. 

    GWWHave you any thought as to the last reference to Hiram, while engaged with him? When the house of the Lord was finished, and Solomons house was finished, then Solomon gave him certain cities in the land of Galilee. Hiram came to see the cities but they did not please him and he called them, the land of Cabul (1 Kings 9:13) and then he sends Solomon a very great gift of gold. 

    JTI think that instance is mentioned to show decline in Solomon, that Solomon was not really equal to the position, and true to it, he was not great enough. He ought not to have left Hiram complaining. It is a poor thing to leave a brother complaining for the want of your liberality. Solomon could easily have satisfied him. 

    GATNowadays you find brothers that no matter what you do for them they complain. 

    JTI do not think Hiram was one of those. I do not think Hiram was an unreasonable complainer. 

    WB-tYour thought is that Hiram loved through thick and thin. 

    JTYes, quite, and he receives honourable mention in the Scriptures in that way. 

    GWWAfter Hiram looked around at the cities given to him by Solomon, it is said he sent the king a gift of six-score talents of gold. Solomon made him a very inadequate return for all he had done. Hiram nevertheless is not stopped for his giving is spoken of in chapter 10. 

    JTHe was morally greater than Solomon in that way. How much there is about that in the New Testament, as indicative of the spirit of Christianity Would not Paul be a great example of what marked Hiram? 

    JTWell, he is as supplying, I think, and as building. Paul exceeds this, however. 

    GWWReally as to giving in Christianity, it begins with the thought of God. If thou knewest the gift of God (John 4:10) and then what the apostle has to say as to the liberality of the saints is very interesting in that connection, 2 Corinthians 9:12 - 15. It is all the reflex of what God is in His free giving. 

    JTAnd the reference to the two brothers that carried the bounty of the assembly; they are said to be, messengers of assemblies, Christs glory, 2 Corinthians 8:23. They were carrying bounty for the needs of Gods people. It is remarkable that the first move among the Gentiles at Antioch was marked by a bounty sent to Jerusalem. They determined according as any one of the disciples was well off, it says, each of them to send to the brethren who dwelt in Judea, Acts 11:29. 

    WB-tHe that gives, in simplicity, Romans 12:8. 

    GATSo with Lydia; the Lord opened her heart and she opened her house. 

    JBIt seems that Hiram had these cedar trees and building stones, but the motive which led him to furnish them was his great love for David. And so love must be the motive. That is what is taken account of. 

    WBAnd the people rejoiced because they offered willingly, for with perfect heart they offered willingly to Jehovah, 1 Chronicles 29:9. 

    GWWThe last chapter of 1 Chronicles, which speaks of David rejoicing over all the gifts the people spread out before him, is one of the most beautiful outpourings of a heart that delighted in that spirit, and that attributed everything in connection with liberalities to God. 

  
    MAN (15) (JT 71)

    1 Kings 2:1 - 46

    JTWe scarcely touched on chapter 1 of this book at our reading this afternoon so that one would appeal to the brethren to read it again at home, and ask questions at home too, if necessary; as it says, The Lord will give thee understanding in all things, 2 Timothy 2:7. It is to be noted that the chapter before us refers to adjustment of what is unfolded in the first chapter; as is often the case, there is need to go over things in the sense of adjustment, getting the facts well narrated and listed. So that the death of David is mentioned briefly and then Solomon comes forward to do his part; it is his time. Our subject of Man, therefore, is rightly seen in David and Solomon, that is to say in persons who have the place of rule among the people of God. 

    ABPIn a previous reading we referred to Joshua, and we had a transition, as we have here. There it was from Moses to Joshua and I think you emphasised the point as to the man in whom was the Spirit of God. What particular feature of manhood is it here? Is it kingship? 

    JTKingship, that is what I would say; Long live king Solomon 1 Kings 1:39 is the word. The chapter refers to all that is necessary to place the Lord in the position of serving His people here. 

    FJFFrom the Lords exalted position? 

    JTJust so; so it is said in Luke that He was received up in glory. 

    ARWould that be confirmed in verse 12 of our chapter, And Solomon sat on the throne of David his father? 

    JTSo that all that is said of Solomon here is to stress that he was the king. 

    ARThe Lord at the present time is on His Fathers throne, is He not? 

    JTYes, the Lord makes much of that line of thought; He said, My Father is greater than I, John 14:28. They are equal: the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are equal. However, the Lord was speaking of Himself as having become Man. 

    ABPHe says, As I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne, Revelation 3:21. That stresses His manhood, does it not? 

    JTJust so. So that when He was here, it was a question of manhood in responsibility, so to speak. He took that place down here; He went into every circumstance, He omitted nothing of all that was suitable in the position that He had taken. 

    ANWThe Lord wondered at what the centurion saw in Him. He had said, I also am a man under authority, Matthew 8:9. And Solomon seems to be acting in this chapter under the charges committed to him. 

    QuesDoes the word in John 5 apply? The Lord says, For even as the Father has life in himself, so he has given to the Son also to have life in himself, and has given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is Son of man John 5:26. And earlier in the same chapter it says that the Father judges no one but has given all judgment to the Son, John 5:22. 

    Is there correspondence between those verses and this chapter? 

    JTVery much, and these are statements that are very remarkable for us to feed upon; because we have in the Scriptures not only what is said in the way of doctrine, but things that we may feed upon. Feeding is a great matter in the divine account; we need to be fed. 

    FJFIs the spirit of kingship seen in us in standing for the Lords rights when He is absent, that He is Lord of all and that we seek to maintain what is due to Him? And is that connected with the Supper, till he come? 1 Corinthians 11:26. 

    JTYes, quite. How many things of that kind we get in the Scriptures! And we are to feed on them; the Lord sets the thing before us and we are to follow what He says and make it food. 

    FHLWill there be Solomonic conditions in the millennium when true manhood will be seen shining out? Here the conflict is largely over and Solomon is reigning in conditions of peace. Will not the Lord shine in that character and reign? 

    JTYes; David asserts that Solomon is a wise man. David took the ground that Solomon was a wise man and that he had the qualities to enable him to do things rightly. 

    JTJrHe was not like the Corinthians; Paul has to say to them, There is not a wise person among you, 1 Corinthians 6:5. The Corinthians had reached the wrong kind of kingship, for in chapter 4 Paul says, Ye have reigned without us, 1 Corinthians 4:8. But do you not think that in the end they came to see where real authority was, and dealt with things accordingly? 

    JTOh, I think so; the second epistle really clarifies what may not have been clear in the first epistle. 

    FNWIn that same chapter, 1 Corinthians 6 it says, Do ye not then know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy of the smallest judgements?, 1 Corinthians 6:2. Is the Lord teaching us in the small matters in the local companies the principles of judgment that will operate in the day to come? 

    JTFive of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight Leviticus 26:8; I mean to say you get that sort of thing by comparison. So that by comparison there is so much more in two than in one. The disciples were sent out two by two by the Lord. It is much safer to go by twos because there is so much that may be said or done that may be inaccurate and therefore there is need of two to compare things. 

    FJFWas that true with regard to the preaching of the word? 

    JTWell, I think so; the Lord sent them out by twos and I think it was to bring about accuracy in ministry. 

    WJSSolomon says in Ecclesiastes, Two are better than one, Ecclesiastes 4:9. 

    JTJust so; it is better under certain circumstances that two go out together, because the inaccuracy in ministry is very great and it is very important that we should have accuracy. There is no other book so accurate as the Scriptures and surely it is because God has designed it, that everything should be accurate. 

    RemThat seems to be the mind of the Spirit in Acts 13 when He says, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul, Acts 13:2. 

    GVDWhen Paul journeyed it was usually with others; it speaks of Paul and his company, Acts 13:13. 

    JTPaul and his company, it is a remarkable thing that it should be so stated. 

    FJFEcclesiastes says woe betide the man who, when he falls, has no one with him to lift him up. 

    JTYes; and the verse just quoted from Ecclesiastes says, Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour, Ecclesiastes 4:9. 

    FSCThe disciples are named by twos in Matthew. 

    JTThat would illustrate, I suppose, what we often say, that the gospel by Matthew is the assembly gospel; Matthew is very accurate in giving facts that are needed in matters that are to be dealt with administratively. 

    ANWDoes the presence of two give balance in authority? Paul writes to Corinth with authority, but links a brother with him each time. Does it give a kind of balance to what we might call the severity of authority? 

    JTJust so. 

    AEW. What would you say about Davids expression here in verse 9: Thou art a wise man and thou shalt know what thou oughtest to do to him? Although David gave him the facts he left the matters for Solomon to work out. 

    JTHe assumes that Solomon was wiser than himself, I would say. 

    AEWHave we not been tested in these last few months on the same line? There has been certain ministry, and perhaps we should like to be told in exact words what to do. 

    JTWell, it would encourage a man if he is setting out things to be told that he is a wise man; it would encourage him to be given to understand that he is worthy to be trusted with such a matter; that he is a wise man. 

    WTPDavid tells Solomon about Joab, mentioning certain facts; but later when Solomon speaks of Joab himself he adds to it; he says, He fell upon two men more righteous and better than he, bearing out what has just been said that he is a man that can be trusted and knows the facts and can enlarge on things. 

    CAMThe abundant way in which the wisdom of Solomon, who was a son, comes out in the Proverbs would show how right Davids remark was. Do you not think that Proverbs is a book that perhaps we do not read sufficiently? 

    JTI have thought that many times, because it helps us to be accurate in what is stated. 

    ANWDoes Solomon not show his wisdom in asking for wisdom? 

    JTQuite so. 

    ARDoes not the book of Proverbs bear upon the present dispensation? The Lord is really on the throne as a Son; He is on the Fathers throne, therefore He is a Son. 

    JTJrPauls prayer for the Colossians was to that end, was it not? He prayed that the saints might be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, Colossians 1:9. There is an allusion also in that chapter to the Son of the Fathers love; so that evidently Colossians would give a sort of lead into the matter of wisdom, how to be wise men. 

    CAMReferring to Colossians, is it not interesting that it says of David in this chapter that he reigned seven years in Hebron? I think you have stressed that Hebron is a Colossian setting. 

    JTThat is what I would say now. The Son of the Fathers love is a remarkable touch in Colossians. 

    ANWHe has a kingdom, the kingdom of the Son of his love; Colossians 1:13 it is such a kingdom! 

    FHLWe see the end of the false king here in Adonijah and the reigning of the true king in Solomon. Is it typical of Christ reigning and all that is false judged and dealt with? 

    JTYes, quite! The Father coming in in relation to the Son: Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies as footstool of thy feet, Psalm 110:1. 

    JHEWhat Adonijah says is false: Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, and all Israel had set their faces on me that I should reign; but the kingdom never was his. 

    EALAbishag would hardly represent the assembly; she does not come into the full position of being Davids wife. It says of Isaac that Rebecca became his wife and he loved her; but Abishag does not have that place with David, yet Adonijah evidently sought a prominent place by getting her hand. Leaders in christendom claim to have the church, but they do not really have it. 

    JTThere seems to have been more in what Adonijah asked than appears on the surface. 

    EALSolomon detects that he was really after the kingdom; it seems a very deep matter. 

    JTQuite so. Bathsheba was remiss, really; she was a weak person, I would say. 

    VCLDoes it not raise an issue in view of all that the sisters are coming into, so that a note of sobriety is injected? If in chapter 1 she stood in a general sense for what is good, we see here that she lends herself to what is poor. Should we not all be on guard about that? 

    JTI think the idea in the second chapter is that we might get the full benefit of the truth that comes out in the first chapter. 

    ABPDoes it suggest that there may be matters that occur at the present time that are not adjusted properly, but the judgment seat of Christ will bring them under review? 

    JTThe judgment seat of Christ; we must all appear there. Think of the accuracy involved in that! 

    JTJrDo you not think that in the assembly matters should be resolved? Should not the assembly see that matters are settled now, that things are not left till that day? 

    JTI think the book of Proverbs works out the truth of the assembly; the last chapter is the feminine side and the woman takes up things. The book of Proverbs works that out. 

    FNWIt says in that last chapter of Proverbs, The heart of her husband confideth in her, Proverbs 31:11. 

    JTI was just thinking of that word: The heart of her husband confideth in her. That is how the Lord takes account of the assembly. 

    FNWAnd do you think that the knowledge that Christ must reign and put all enemies under His feet underlies that fidelity in the assembly? 

    JTHe must do it; the must there is moral. He must reign, everything is to be put under His feet; He will not stop until that is so. 

    TNWDo you think that as there was offence to the Holy Spirit in the case of Ananias and Sapphira at the beginning, there is perhaps some correspondence when offences occur today, since the Holy Spirit has been given His place in the assembly? 

    JTWell, the husband and wife became liars. The passage reads But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, and put aside for himself part of the price, his wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles. But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled thy heart that thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit, and put aside for thyself a part of the price of the estate? While it remained did it not remain to thee? and sold, was it not in thine own power? ... Thou hast not lied to men, but to God. And Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and expired. And great fear came upon all who heard it. And the young men, rising up, swathed him for burial, and having carried him out, buried him. And it came to pass about three hours afterwards, that his wife, not knowing what had happened, came in. And Peter answered her, Tell me if ye gave the estate for so much? And she said, Yes, for so much. And Peter said to her, Why is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Lo, the feet of those that have buried thy husband are at the door, and they shall carry thee out. And she fell down immediately at his feet and expired. And when the young men came in they found her dead; and, having carried her out, they buried her by her husband, Acts 5:1 - 10. Well now, the word burial is attached to these two people; it was an essential thing that they should be buried. They did not only die but they were buried. I believe the idea is that they were truly saints; although they erred they were truly saints. God will have us to understand that these who sinned in the early days of christianity were truly saints and they were saved. So that we should be encouraged in the truth and follow up things so as to have them right before God. The thought of grace is right in the midst of the brethren; but although it is there, there may be death, there may be severe penalty. They are really christians nevertheless; God will establish that they are really christians. 

    QuesWhere would you put men like Joab who is mentioned in our chapter as coming under severe penalty? 

    JTOh, he was a politician. 

    QuesHe had dedicated things, had he not? 

    JTWell, quite so; God would honour that, He honours everything of the kind whatever it may be; at the same time He honours His own work, and even if there be sin attached to it He honours it nevertheless. 

    FJFDo you mean that Ananias and Sapphira were worthy of burial? 

    JTI think that is the idea. There is a word in the book of Ecclesiastes that if a man has no burial there is a penalty attached to it. Why should he not have a burial? And why should God attach so much to burial? If a man beget a hundred sons, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, but his soul be not filled with good, and also he have no burial, I say an untimely birth is better than he, Ecclesiastes 6:3. It is a most severe matter. 

    FJFI have noticed at some burials that the coffin is not lowered into the grave until after the brethren have gone away. That is hardly right, is it? 

    JTIt is not the completion of the matter. And cremation is wrong. God intended that man should go into the grave. 

    CAMDo you not think that Satan makes his last effort in connection with the bodies of the saints, as he did about the body of Moses? It seems to necessitate that a definite stand be taken to have the burials of the saints according to God. Would you say that? 

    JTI would indeed. 

    EALCertain details of burials are becoming regulated by trade union control. 

    JTThat only shows how the unions disregard the commandments of God in small things; they think there is nothing in them whereas there is much, for God is careful to follow up His commandments and one of them is that people should be buried. 

    GHAbraham said that he would bury his dead out of his sight. 

    JTExactly; he was the first one to say that; and it was his own wife. It was remarkable. 

    HCMcGPious men buried Stephen, Acts 8:2. 

    JTVery good, pious men; they carried Stephen to his burial. 

    ARWe may need some adjustments in regard to burials; too much may be left to the undertaker, which is wrong. 

    JTJrThe brethren should be free to take charge in the meeting room. 

    JTAlthough Abrahams wife was dead, she was his; she was his dead. 

    ARSo that the Lord would help us to have everything done in a comely way for our dead. 

    ACIn certain countries in Europe the brethren partly fill the grave, based upon the scripture, Pious men buried Stephen. They consider that burial has not been completed by merely lowering the coffin into the grave. 

    DMacdIs it better to have our funeral meetings in our own meeting rooms rather than at the undertakers rooms? 

    JTI would think so, if it can be done. I think it is very much happier that the brethren have the whole matter under their hand. And it is well to call attention to these things. 

    But now we want to say something about what Adonijah proposed to Bathsheba: And Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, Comest thou peaceably?. Now I think we may as well pay attention to this incident because Bathsheba is not just right in it. This man would secure Abishag for his own purposes, and there is no doubt something more underneath that he would have done. Why should he go to so much pains to go to Bathsheba to get this person as his wife? There must be something underneath it; we have to discern what may be underneath. The devil may have something to bring out in some other way than appears. 

    ANWSolomon saw that it might mean the loss of the kingdom. 

    JTJust so; he had discernment and it is well that he did have. It shows that sisters are not always so accurate as they might be. 

    ABPWould there be some suggestion in this in figure, of what we see in the Romish church as to the mother of Jesus being spoken to in prayer? 

    JTThat has come up peculiarly of late, and it is a very dreadful thing that is being said now about the Lords mother, a very dreadful thing; we should all be on our guard not to be tainted by what they say about her, that she has gone into heaven bodily. It is a terrible thing. 

    APDo we not see in this action the evidence of determined self-will on the part of Adonijah? He admits that it is of Jehovah that Solomon should be on the throne; he says, Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, and all Israel had set their faces on me that I should reign; but the kingdom is turned about and is become my brothers, for it was his from Jehovah. It was self-will on his part in not accepting fully what Jehovah had done. 

    DPIs this not a very subtle attack of Adonijah through Bathsheba, aiming at Solomon? 

    JTVery likely. What motive he had I cannot say; he may have had some other motive that is not apparent. 

    ANWHe is following the serpents precedent of approaching the woman to reach the man. 

    JTJust so. 

    VCLThere are four matters of judgment here, starting with Adonijah, and each one is differently measured according to the sin in each case. Is there not to be this spirit of wisdom today functioning in the assembly, that every matter that comes up is to be judged according to the accurate facts? 

    JTI would fully go with that. 

    LWBenaiah seems to be fully with Solomon in this matter; he also has a very interesting history with David. Is there something for us to learn as to manhood in this? It says, And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; who fell on him, that he died. That is in relation to Adonijah. And then verse 29, And Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall on him; and again in verse 34, And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and fell upon him, and put him to death; and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness. And the king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his stead over the host. 

    JTIt is a matter of adjustment in relation to chapter one; the thing has to be gone into fully and dealt with, showing that in assembly affairs things have to be gone into thoroughly to have them right; that we must get all the facts together, bringing out the moral result in each case. 

    ARSolomon said that Adonijah wanted the kingdom. I was thinking about the place the virgin Mary is said to have as having gone to heaven bodily. I suppose that today Satan wants the kingdom, as Adonijah did. But would the truth about the sisters and their comely place in the assembly counteract this kind of teaching? 

    JTWell, that is right; we have to watch because Satan is an active opponent; he is one of the fallen angels but we cannot say much about his history; but he is a terrible being. 

    FJFDo you think that inventions which are current, including television, will be used of Satan in bringing forward the man of sin? 

    JTI must confess I do not know much about these things; I am afraid to touch them. 

    WWMThere is a verse in chapter 2 that should be an encouragement to everyone: David says to Solomon, But shew kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table; for so they came up to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother. That is not forgotten. 

    JTQuite so; but how the judgment of God pursues evil in view of its effort to overthrow good! 

    ABPHow can we account for David having a judgment of these men for so long and yet doing nothing to bring about this adjustment? 

    JTWell, God has certain rights and of course He holds to them. He does not need to give an answer to everything; He holds to His rights. What happened in this case is that He is waiting for Solomon; He is going to use the right man to deal with them; and now God is waiting for Christ. 

    ABPWould there be an element of grace; giving space for repentance? 

    JTI think rather that it is moral judgment, God is waiting for the right opportunity; He is attending to matters in His time. 

    RemIn Numbers 16 Korah, Dathan and Abiram rise up and rebel against Moses. God watches this and takes His own time; and then Moses names it, that they are seeking the priesthood. And then we have the terrible judgment of God in swallowing them up. 

    JTSo the time came, God waited for the time. We cannot overcome God, we may as well accept that. The judgment of God in Revelation is most impressive; how things are dealt with in time. The judgment of God is there. 

    WWMThere is a scripture in Ecclesiastes that bears on this very matter. It says, Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the children of men is fully set in them to do evil. Though a sinner do evil a hundred times, and prolong his days, yet I know it shall be well with them that fear God, because they fear before him; but it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days as a shadow, because he feareth not before God, Ecclesiastes 8:11 - 13. 

    RemThe apostle Paul says, Do not judge anything before the time, until the Lord shall come, who shall also both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and shall make manifest the counsels of hearts; and then shall each have his praise from God, 1 Corinthians 4:5. 

    JTI think these readings such as we are having this evening are peculiarly advantageous, for they help us to understand Scripture, they give the Scriptures a bearing they would not have otherwise. 

    SWIn the end of our chapter it says, The kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon, as though all these persons had to be put down before that could be. Solomon had quit himself like a man in handling these matters and it was after this that the kingdom was established. 

    FJFIf you have knowledge of some evil in the assembly but you have no witness, is it right to bring it forward? 

    JTI would not attempt it until there is witness. 

    RemDavid says to Solomon, And thou knowest also; David and Solomon were witnesses as to this matter. 

    JTQuite so; David brings the matter forward to Solomon; he wants Solomon to do things. He is saying, as it were, My son is young and I want to give him all the advantage that he can have. That is what David has in his mind, and so it was that Solomon was successful, highly successful. 

    VCLThis period is the day of grace, but nevertheless we are to arrive at a judgment of what is hateful to God, because it says in Revelation that God has judged your judgment upon her, Revelation 18:20. In some sense He waits for the saints to arrive at a proper judgment. 

    JTSo it is your judgment, it is our judgment; God is leaving it to us to give the evidence. 

    WTPThe Lord said that the darnel and the wheat are to grow together until the harvest. Evidently there was a judgment about it but it was reserved until the Lords time. Would that bear on this? 

    JTIt does. God has a right to time, and to dispose of it as He will. He is waiting for the right time to expose certain wicked things; there are many wicked things current in the world which are against God. They are not exposed yet, but God is going to deal with them and He takes His own time to do it. 

    FNWDoes Paul follow that same principle? He says, Having in readiness to avenge all disobedience when your obedience shall have been fulfilled, 2 Corinthians 10:6. 

    JTVery good, When your obedience shall have been fulfilled. He waited for the Corinthians. It is very wonderful how God waits for the saints! 

    ABPAre these circumstances permitted for the approved to come to light? 

    JTJust so, that the approved may become manifest among you; not only manifest, but among you, that they might be manifest among the Corinthians. 

    ABPSo that Zadok and Benaiah are established as approved, and placed in positions of trust. 

    ANWAnd while Joab is not exposed in connection with Absalom, he is exposed in connection with Adonijah. 

    RemYou have helped us on the scripture in Hebrews 12 that we have come to God, judge of all, Hebrews 12:23. That should make us all restful. 

    JTHe is judge of all, nothing is to be omitted; in the end, He will see to everything. 

    ATDIt has been said by some that they are content to leave certain things until the judgment seat of Christ; but since we have come to the Judge of all there is no necessity to wait, is there? Things can be settled now. 

    JTJust so, and how many things we have to settle that way! And how many things there are that are still unsettled! 

    FJFWhat does it mean when it says that some mens sins are ... ..going before to judgment; and with some they follow after? 

    JTThat is an observation that a person would make as he takes account of things. You observe what God does and you can refer to it later. 

    BFTIt speaks in Chronicles of Solomon being a man of rest; but these who were dealt with were not men of rest; they were men of violence. 

    JTIt is very comforting to think that God is God. Whatever happens, God will see to matters; He is all powerful. 

    RHSIs there any difference between the judgment seat of Christ and the judgment seat of God? 

    JTNot much; it is only a question of the Persons. 

    FJFShall we not be perfect when we stand before the judgment seat of Christ? 

    JTSurely; what a comforting thought! 

    JTJrWe will be in bodies of glory then. 

    WWMBarzillai did not go the whole way, but his attitude was right; he was a friend of David. There may be some of that kind that are weak and not able to go the whole distance, yet their attitude is taken account of, is it not? 

    JTJust so. It is beautiful to see God remembering these dark matters and bringing them where they will be properly dealt with. Solomon is on the throne; and so we may say in our case now, that Solomon is on the throne. Let us therefore be restful. There is Someone to look after things. 

    JHEThese are all test cases, David told Solomon that he was a wise man and would know what to do. 

    JTQuite so. What a wonderful position God has made for us! And so we ought to be restful and not tossed about with every wind of doctrine; be restful in knowing God, and how faithful He is. God is faithful it says, so that we should be restful in all matters that seem impossible. 

  
    THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON (1) (WJH 13)

    1 Kings 2

    WJHI have suggested this scripture in the transition period between the close of Davids reign and the magnifying of Solomon as affording instruction as to what the Lord would help us to judge, so that Solomons work might proceed, both in our own hearts individually and amongst the gatherings of Gods people. I believe the true Solomon is proceeding with His work, with all its blessedness, and we all want to make room for it to take effect, so that features of the house of God might be more definitely in evidence in our localities, and with that the blessed presence of God, which is what we can look for if we have the features of His house. 

    One feels that many of us are delighted to be in Davids kingdom with all its benefits and protection, but the Lord is moving on and it is a question now of what the Son of David is doing as building assembly features in His people, and this transition period comes in between the two reigns, as affording us opportunity to make room for what Solomon would do. 

    RHVADoes it represent for us that it necessitates the recognition of the need of displacement in my soul in order to make room for the coming in of Solomon? 

    WJHExactly. I think that we should see, that these persons that are judged in this chapter represent what is working in our own hearts naturally, which hinders the true Solomon operating according to His purpose. These matters are in the way in many localities, and they are in the way naturally in all our hearts. 

    WGThe throne of Solomon must be established without any difficulty being in the way amongst us. 

    WJHSolomon means peace, and you cannot have peace in any company of Gods people, and you cannot have it in your own soul if what Joab, Adonijah and Shimei represent is not judged. 

    MHWould you suggest to us what these represent? 

    WJHThey set forth various features of the flesh which perhaps we can refer to later, but one would like us to seize a little more the supreme blessedness of what Solomon has in mind. He has before him the thought of God dwelling among His people. In our localities we know a little today of a visit, and individually we occasionally know something of a visitation, but Gods great end is to dwell permanently, to have a residence suitable for Himself, and Solomon has that in mind, and nothing less  a settled place like what is in heaven, a house that Solomon would build to be His settled place where He would be permanently; and if we can make a little more room for something of that in the various gatherings we come from, no one can tell what the result would be for God. So that it is worth our facing what hinders. 

    JDUHe sends to Hiram and says, There is neither adversary nor evil event, 1 Kings 5: 4. and he says, And behold I purpose to build, 1 Kings 5: 5. Does the thought of dwelling suggest that not only we are at rest but that God is at rest amongst us? 

    WJHThat is the point, and the thought of God abiding comes right down even to one heart. The Lord says, If any one love me, he will keep my word and my Father will love him and we will come to him and make our abode with him, John 14: 23. Think of such blessedness being available to one heart  We will come and make our abode with him  that the touches that we get for a moment should be extended to be continuous, if conditions permit. 

    JNGDoes the thought of dwelling suggest that God is at rest amongst His people? 

    WJHQuite so. Rest is the greatest thought probably in a dwelling. This is My rest for ever, God says, here will I dwell, Psalm 132: 14. Conditions permit God to rest. 

    JWHCould you help us as to why these things are left over from David? Two, at any rate. 

    WJHBecause, I suppose, they were not ready for the thought of a dwelling place for God, because of conflict. David being a man of war there is much conflict, and also his rule is a gracious rule, so that on the side of the kingdom the Lord often leaves much till there is the desire to have a house for God, and then He does not leave anything. The reason why many matters are left, perhaps for years, in localities is because the features of the house of God are not in evidence, and there is not the exercise to have them, while enjoying the beneficial rule of David and His protection. 

    CDThe kingdom is established under his hand before the house is built? 

    WJHDavid sees to that side, so that what is secured by Davids rule is that all Israel loves David. The Lord gets the love of our hearts by His gracious rule, and on that line He often leaves many matters until the truth of the house of God is raised. 

    JDUSo you would bring before us the supreme blessedness of God dwelling in our hearts, so that we would be ready to have everything else eradicated? 

    WJHI think the touches we get of the presence of God are to woo us from things that hinder this being permanent. The Lord graciously gives touches of His presence to the saints together, and to our own spirits individually, but He has more than that in His mind, and if we are prepared to provide the conditions He would extend the enjoyment of His presence beyond a visitation to our abode John 14: 23. 

    EBMcCThe maintenance of the truth is very necessary in every locality. If not maintained the Lord may cease to work there. 

    WJHI suppose the truth would secure the rights of God recognised according to His command. 

    JDUIs it that gracious rule of David in our hearts? If ye love me John 14: 15  it is His gracious rule that makes us love Him, is it? 

    WJHDo you think some of us rather shrink from facing the next step? There is a sense in which even Saul could love David. Saul loved him, and it says Jonathan loved him as his own soul 1 Samuel 18: 1  his soul was knit to the soul of David; and it even says Michael loved him, (1 Samuel 18: 20) and Hiram always loved him. On that line things go on very well, the gracious rule of the Lord bearing with us and not raising any questions  perhaps we would like the local meetings to go on like that, but that is not the house of God, that is the kingdom, and the kingdom is to prepare the way for the house of God being established, and as soon as that comes into view, matters must be taken up. 

    GAvSI wish to ask if the exercise you are suggesting to us is that we are prepared for the removal of everything that would interfere with the outgoing of the affections of God for His house? 

    WJHQuite so. Touches of the Divine Presence were known under David, most blessed moments, David himself longing for it, his heart panting after it, As the heart panteth after the water-brooks, Psalm 42: 1, but he had before him in his reign that there would be more than this, a permanent residence for God amongst His people, and he knew there were certain matters that would have to be faced, but in grace he left them until the exercise of the house of God should arise. 

    ABJSeeing the house of God is in view in Solomons reign, is not the question of holiness in view in the clearing up of these matters? 

    WJHThere cannot be peace without it. David means beloved ... and that is how all Christians know Christ; every true Christian loves Him because of what He has done, how He gave up His life for us; but Solomon means peace, and that indicates that conditions are according to God. 

    CDIs it not more a matter of righteousness in the establishment of the kingdom and holiness coming in in relation to the house. 

    WJHThis chapter closes with the kingdom being established under the hand of Solomon  all that offends must be removed for peace to prevail. 

    JDUSo that settling of difficulties in local companies is not everything. We get these matters settled in view of God having His place amongst us. 

    WGThere is something beyond the exercises of care and so on  we have to move on. 

    WJHWhat is beyond is unity in the service of God, so that all make one sound in praise, and then the glory of Jehovah had filled the house of God, 2 Chronicles 5: 14. The true Solomon is seeking to secure this in the hearts of His people where saints are governed by the truth of the assembly. And if we get a touch of that in its blessedness and glory, we shall be emboldened and encouraged to face questions which arise in our own hearts primarily, and deal with them. 

    WGIn speaking of holiness, do you think that there is a state allowed in these men here which had gone on for years unjudged  they had not faced the matter before David, or before the Lord? 

    WJHThat is where we all come in. Mr. Stoney said we must face private suicide or public hanging. There is no doubt that these three persons represent what is in every single heart in this room, and if allowed will definitely hinder features of the house of God where we are. If we do not deal with them privately  and there was ample time given by David to deal with them  then they must be faced publicly. 

    WGIn spite of Shimeis apparent repentance, the matter remained unjudged before the Lord. 

    WJHIt always comes to light if the time allotted to each of us to judge ourselves is not embraced. 

    JDUIt would look then as if the Lord is intent upon producing these heavenly conditions, the unity of praise, etc., preparatory to taking us to heaven. 

    WJHThe thought of something on earth that corresponds with heaven is the divine idea and it was Solomons thought that the settled abode of heaven and the settled abode on earth should be characteristically the same. 

    LGLWere the sons of Barzillai in line as those that would eat at Solomons table? 

    WJHQuite so. They are men that are prepared for Solomons reign. 

    RHVAWhat would be the moral effect of a state that holds itself available for the Lord in self-judgment  what would be the moral effect amongst the brethren? 

    WJHSuch would be a contribution towards the Divine presence amongst the saints, I will love him and will manifest myself to him, John 14: 21. When together, such would promote conditions for the Divine presence. We only get as together what we bring; no miracle happens. 

    The Lord definitely commits Divine Persons not only to visit, like God did to Abraham, but to abide with the one who loves Him and keeps His commandments. One speaks humbly for we know so little of even a visit. 

    WGDo we need to have our affections carried by what the Lord is doing now in relation to the assembly? 

    WJHQuite so. I believe the position in a certain sense today is that we are passing through the transition period between David and Solomon, and that moral questions and questions of holiness are arising in many places that had been left for years. The Lord has in mind that the features of the house of God should be in evidence. 

    EBMcCIf I sit to adjudicate on a matter, should not my own state be taken into account, and if I judge wrongly it will come back on me? 

    WJHIndeed, it is an abomination to judge another if we have not judged ourselves, it is sinners judging sinners. 

    EBMcCYou would need the sense of the support of heaven in any matter you take up in connection with the saints? 

    QuesWould the word of the Lord come in? Benaiah gets the word from Solomon, as being one whose allegiance to Solomon is as true as it had been to David. 

    WJHEvidently he was one fit to judge; a man who had already judged in himself what Joab and Adonijah and Shimei represent. 

    RemIt is interesting to take account of the name Benaiah which means built up of the Lord. 

    GAvSI was wondering how far affection for the Lord and the Lords interests in His beloved people would have the effect of opening our eyes to the real character of different forms of evil which must be dealt with before the holiness of Gods house can be adequately borne witness to. 

    WJHThere is a tendency with us to go back to Davids day when things were not raised, and say, What a pity these matters are raised, why not let us go back to Davids time when he left matters? We have come to that time in the testimony when the Lord is acting definitely now as Solomon, that in a special way Solomons work is to go on. 

    JDUWhat a delight to the heart to be able to wipe away the tears caused by the sorrow that these things bring about as the evil is dealt with, the sorrows removed, and God can come in. 

    WJHSolomon is magnified. Further back, in Samuel, David is magnified, and we love to magnify David; but they desire that Solomons throne should be greater than Davids throne. 

    GAvSI would like to ask how comes it that David is the one who lays injunctions upon Solomon, although he was more definitely acquainted with what was working in the hearts and minds of these men, looking at them representatively, while Solomon was really the one who was to deal with the matter officially. Solomon moves in regard to each one, but each one betrays his own situation. 

    WJHDavid leaving it did not mean David did not feel it. He had a very definite judgment about these matters until this subject of the house of God is definitely brought forward, that is the matter in view. I think it denotes that the Lord is going to establish the features of a dwelling place for God amongst us and we want to give ourselves to it whatever it means in the way of self-judgment. 

    JDUIn Matthews Gospel we have those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, Matthew 5: 6  that everything that is wrong should be put right, all righteousness fulfilled. 

    WJHQuite so. The Lord has in mind that the glory should be amongst His people as united as one. 

    EBMcCThe saints are enlarged by the handling of these difficulties, if matters are taken up in a right way. Solomon, like Joseph, is binding princes and teaching his senators wisdom. 

    WJHThat is a very interesting scripture as it says of Joseph, To bind his princes at his pleasure and teach his elders wisdom, Psalm 105: 22. That is what Solomon is doing here, he is binding his princes according to his pleasure, and he is teaching his senators wisdom; it covers an immense range. 

    EBMcCThat would bring before us the importance of the present moment. 

    WJHHow great Solomon became, the largeness of his heart was as the sand upon the seashore. 

    HCMany of these cases are past. Would the scripture God bringeth back again that which is past Ecclesiastes 3: 15, have a bearing in relation to present holiness? 

    WJHThe Lord has given many a lengthy opportunity to put matters right. If we put things right in the period He gives us to judge them, we are free to serve in the house of God, but if we go beyond the allotted period of grace that David gives, then they must be dealt with publicly. The matters that need to be dealt with in self-judgment lie at our door for many a day. 

    GAvSAre you indicating that these men had time allowed that repentance might characterise them? 

    WJHDavid waited as to Joab and he bore with Shimei, and he knew what Adonijah had done, and did not deal with them; but Solomon does not tarry when the time comes for the house of God to proceed, these matters are then dealt with. And we can be encouraged to feel that the features of the house of God are coming into view, that is what the Lord has in His mind. 

    ABJWe may go back in our minds to a day when peace was more amongst us, but these matters being raised are a sure token that the Lord is indeed with His people. 

    WJHI think we should take courage, that these matters are being raised now, for it denotes the Lord is moving on another line; that He has brought in a measure of subjection thank God; we can say there is to some extent the element of subjection through the grace of the kingdom, and now the Lord is definitely moving to secure a dwelling place for Himself and for God, maybe in one heart in Kyneton or in any local company, or in His people generally, the same principle governs each situation. 

    CDThe throne of Solomon is to be greater than the throne of David. It is a greater thing to secure something for the heart of God in which He can rest, than for the grace of the kingdom to protect us. 

    EBMcCWould you say a murderous heart, a spirit like Joabs, would not do for the house of God? 

    WJHThere are two principles of evil operating in Joab which are as natural as anything to all of us, one is envy, and the other is hardness. The sons of Zeruiah are too hard, 2 Samuel 3: 39. He saw in Abner and in Amasa potential rivals to himself, they were great men; the Lord had recovered them to David; but Joab saw possible rivals to himself and nothing would do for that man until they were removed. We shall never have part in the house of God if we make room for these activities, even secretly. 

    WGWhat would operate to bring about the exercise and review of the past that this might be brought up? 

    WJHThe very grace of David that accepted the self-judgment of Abner and the transferring of his allegiance to David after being such an inveterate enemy at that time. 

    CDApparently there was no change in Joab. 

    WJHIt is too late when Solomon is on the throne. He has had his opportunities. David says do not let his hoar head go down in peace  the movements of envy and hardness till the head is hoary  alas there is little hope then. 

    WGDavid allowed him to go on that he may be judged in the end. 

    WJHWell he had a long period to judge himself. I think we hardly know how much the secret workings of envy are in our hearts. The Lord is prospering someone else. He is helping another brother in Kyneton as well as the one He usually helps  what are we going to do? 

    GAvSAre these moral elements absolutely incurable in each one of us and for that reason it is necessary for us to act definitely in putting them to death as it were? 

    WJHIf we do not secretly put them to death, it will have to be done publicly. If we do not secretly judge hardness, we shall have to be judged ourselves. The house is going to be filled by God, not by Joab. Joab is not going to have any glory there. When that house, which Solomon builds, is finished, the glory is coming down to take possession of it, so that even the priests cannot minister. What would you do bringing in a Joab then? 

    JDUWhat did you mean by dealing with it secretly? 

    WJHHow many a time Joab must have thought of Abner and Amasa, and he might have gone to David and put it all right in self-judgment, and he did not. So the time comes when David says to Solomon, You are a wise man and you are not to let him go down to the grave in peace, the thing is to be settled here. 

    JDUDo you think it helps as the glory of Christ and the perfection that shines in Him shine in our hearts? 

    WJHMy impression is that every appearing in any little measure to the hearts of the saints will raise another challenge, because the Lord wants conditions to permit of His presence being permanent. 

    As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God, Psalm 42: l. There was nothing that compared to a day in Gods courts with David. You could bring a thousand of anything, and nothing could be compared to it. 

    CHWIs not the end of the second book of Psalms on that line, the prayers of David the Son of Jesse are ended Psalm 72: 20? 

    WJHThe end of all longings is to have God dwelling with His people. 

    The twenty-first chapter of Revelation is the goal of all divine activities, The tabernacle of God is with men and he will dwell with them, Revelation 21: 3, eternally. 

    JDUEvil is confined in its own place and the effect of it on the hearts of His people is removed. We can well understand the Joab spirit is utterly foreign to that. 

    WJHJoabs spirit began in Satan when he was jealous of God; he says, I will be like the Most High, Isaiah 14: 14. Joabs line will end in the lake of fire. 

    GHMcKThe sons of Barzillai are in contrast to that  true sons of the kingdom, eating at the table. 

    WJHQuite so. Ready for any move that David may make, and Solomon may make. 

    AHSThen when matters are raised in the two instances, there is a further period of probation under Solomon. 

    WJHFurther opportunity for Shimei  Joab does not seem to get much; Adonijah does not get much, but Shimei gets a good deal  how gracious the Lord is in these matters. 

    JDUSolomons action is very summary, it is drastic. 

    WJHWith Joab and with Adonijah it is final; with Abiathar there is a door to recovery; with Shimei he is put under restriction in view of salvation. The Lord has His own way of dealing with each situation, the principle of envy and hardness the Lord will not tolerate. 

    Adonijah usurped the kingdom  the place of Christ. 

    GAvSAdonijah says the hearts of the people are towards me. The hearts of the people were no indication of divine choice, for God chose Solomon. 

    WJHIndeed he knew the throne was Solomons from God, nevertheless he tried to steal the hearts of the people. 

    JDUThe word is addressed to the hearts of all and we are given ample time, He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck shall suddenly be destroyed and without remedy, Proverbs 29: 1. 

    WJHIndeed Adonijah was given a further period, open rival as he was with Solomon, yet Solomon sent him to his house; but when he attempts to break through he is dealt with forthwith. These principles are in us, so to say, and if we want the features of the house of God where we are, we must face them. 

    JDUThe Holy Spirit raises matters with us individually, and if we do not face them, it is to our loss. 

    HCFor if any man reputes himself to be something being nothing he deceives himself, Galatians 6: 3. 

    WJHHow far from Adonijahs spirit Pauls was as he went to Corinth; he went there as a wise architect; and he did not go down there seeking to control and capture their affections; he says Ourselves your bondmen for Jesus sake, 2 Corinthians 4: 5. It was for Jesus sake He was working as an architect. 

    WJHEvidently Solomon detected the same thing back again in Adonijah seeking Abishag. He says, Ask the kingdom also. If you ask for her, you might as well ask the kingdom; that is what he was seeking. The period allotted had not produced self-judgment with Adonijah. 

    RHVADoes it not represent the moral distance between the judgment of the Lord and what is purely judicial? 

    WJHQuite so. Thou art a wise man, 

    David, says, and the next chapter develops that greatly, reference being made to the proverbs of Solomon, 3000 of them, (1 Kings 4: 32.) That is the wisdom of Solomon and it unfolds itself in connection with the house of God. You do not know what proverb he would use, he has 3000 of them to meet every situation, and how do we know what proverb to use, unless we hear from the true Solomon? If you are judging judicially you will just quote what has been done before. 

    JSBYou spoke of the great need to judge hardness and envy, can it be only judged at the cross? 

    WJHWhere else would you go! One should seek by all means to judge this jealous spirit in our hearts. 

    WGIt is a very real exercise, because it involves our accepting death; you spoke of suicide. 

    WJHJoab had the opportunity of judging this and burying it morally, and he would have had his part in the house of God if he had done it, and Adonijah might have had an opportunity also. There is a tendency when a leader dies for someone to desire to be king. When Gideon dies Abimelech virtually says, I will be king. When a leader dies or is removed, there is something in every heart that says, I will be king. But Solomon will not have it, because he has the building of the house of God before him. 

    GFI suppose Adonijahs method was to make a party of it? 

    WJHThe hearts of certain were towards him. Like Abimelech, who went to his mothers brethren, to his special friends, to those who saw things as he saw them. Jotham says, as it were  and that is the word for us all  My intention is to go on in the place in which the Lord has put me. The fig tree says, Shall I leave my sweetness, the vine says, Should I leave my new wine, but the thorn bush says, Come put confidence in my shadow. (Judges 9: 8.) 

    Adonijah is the bramble here who says, I will be king. The assembly is the body of Christ, and in the body all we have to do is to fill our part as under the Head. The ear just fills its function, the hand and the foot the same. What the Lord is helping His people to come to is the truth of the body, the Assembly. 

    JDUSo that the fig and vine properly function under the head, the sweetness, etc., coming from the Head? 

    WJHQuite so. Could you have any thing better in Melbourne may be, than to honour God and men if you were an olive tree? The spiritual person has nothing else before him than to honour God and man. The fig has nothing more before him than to bring in sweetness in a bitter world, the vines service is to make glad the heart of God and man, but the moment we say, I will be king, I will wave over the trees, then that moment we are lost to the house of God. If this is not judged then Solomon must deal with it. 

    JDUIs it an anti-Christ spirit? 

    WJHYes, apostacy is the final development of such a spirit. 

    WGWould you say there should be quietness and dignity in our service  no ambition? 

    WJHWell, as we are under the influence of Christ, the true Solomon, we are happy to be one of His men. When the Queen of Sheba comes to this wonderful scene she says, Happy are thy men! these thy servants, 1 Kings 10: 8. 

    HCPaul was morally superior so as to be able to deal with the conditions at Corinth, because he had been in the third heaven and had moral superiority to deal with the root of things in Corinth. 

    WJHWhat is in the third heaven, in paradise, is the tree of life. Christ there as the great Centre of the pleasure of God. Paul came down to Corinth to seek to maintain that there. 

    LLWe do not want to confine this exercise to leaders. 

    WJHThese principles operate naturally in every human heart. We deceive ourselves if we do not think that. 

    GAvSWould you say that as we follow the way in which each one of them was dealt with, we are enabled to judge these things as they come to light in our hearts? 

    WJHHe would help us to deal with them, first in ourselves, and if we do not He will as Solomon deal with them, and there is no escape then. 

    QuesWhat came to light in Shimei? 

    WJHShimei retained the longing for the good old days when Saul was reigning; he looked back to the days when things were outwardly correct enough in a certain way, but when the first man had definite recognition and the best of Amalek was spared. He looked back to those days and he thought they would come back again and he cursed David; he had ample opportunity to judge this, and Solomon gave him more time to judge it, to accept restrictions, to allow what was spiritual to prevail; but he refused the restrictions. 

    GAvSIs it not important that Shimei was actually directed to live in Jerusalem, so that every opportunity was given him to see that these days were better than Sauls. 

    WJHFancy going to Gath after living in Jerusalem! Going to the Philistines land! I believe if we could interpret what is in some heart still we would see a longing to go back to the former things. There have been periods in every meeting like that and some call it the good old days, but the Lord is giving ample opportunity for us to judge that, and to give place to Solomon. 

    You are not wise in that. Sauls days are not better than Davids days, nor than Solomons days. 

    QuesAre we apt to seek every trivial excuse for going back to those days? 

    WJHIt was rebellion at heart against the conditions Solomon had brought in. 
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    DIVINE IMPRESSIONS RECEIVED AND THE REACTION THEREFROM (JT 49)

    Genesis 26: 24, 25; Genesis 28: 10 - 22; Joshua 5: 13 - 15; 1 Kings 3: 5 - 15

    I have in mind to speak about divine impressions that are received and the reaction therefrom. A series of meetings of this character affords to God opportunities and conditions in which He can operate. They afford family conditions which He has designed and created and in which He has part. Life with God eternally is family life. 

    I speak now of the conditions that family life affords for divine operations, particularly in the nature of appearings. Meetings after meetings of this kind link on to what one might call glory: From glory to glory. God is the God of glory. Stephen calls attention to Abraham, the first of the patriarchs. The God of glory appears to him, then to Isaac, later to Jacob, later to Moses, then to Joshua, and later to Solomon. 

    I refer to Stephen particularly. He says, The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham (Acts 7: 2). We are not told this in Genesis but Stephens remark throws light on the whole book of Genesis. To an eye like Stephens the God of glory is written on this book. He is seen appearing to a man living in Mesopotamia whom He tells to leave his country, his kindred, and his fathers house. What is the reaction? Again He appears to Abraham and tells him that He will bless him. What is the reaction? What is the reaction of this meeting in this city and near-by towns? There is to be a reaction in all the assembly. It is for all of us. Divine impressions are intended to abide. The work of God stands; it is indestructible. 

    We have the advantage of these appearings, the very thing, not the example only. The Spirit of God takes up all these things so that the right reaction of these meetings may be experienced. All these things happened to them as types, and have been written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come (1 Corinthians 10: 11). The glory of God came to Abraham. What of these three days? God would have us value them aright. Everything dedicated is kept in the treasury by the storekeepers and doorkeepers so that nothing is lost. 

    The reaction with Abraham was that he came into the land of Canaan. The great question for us at the end of these meetings is, Do I come into it? Abraham definitely came into the land and after that there was another period in which he was confirmed in what he had come into. He built an altar after the second appearing, not after the first. Things are progressive. The altar indicates a sacrifice; it is thus most touching to be reminded of the great sacrifice of the Lamb of God. Let us take it in. Have I an altar? Have I anything to put on it? 

    Isaac follows and he also builds an altar. He was in Beer-sheba after well digging, an important occupation. We are not fresh if we have not the use of these wells. Beer-sheba means the well of the oath and there is freshness there. God acted quickly and appeared to him the same night that he arrived in Beer-sheba. We are going to disperse tonight; the principle is camping and decamping. What is going to happen in the removal and in the travelling? The ark has a resting place. What are you carrying away from this encampment to the next? Are you scaring away the fowls, all evil, as Abraham did? Abraham is the father of all believers and God says, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abrahams sake. The fathers are in mind but He says, I am with thee. It is by shallowness and carelessness that we miss the blessing but He says, I am with thee, and will bless thee. That is His attitude. Isaac built an altar there at Beer-sheba. Often localities are blessed by God, this city or that city, so God sees to it that Jacob later comes to Beer-sheba and has to do with God there. All this sets out experience in the covenant of God; He says, I am Jehovah, the God of Abraham, thy father, and the God of Isaac. The mention of Isaac which God adds to this blessing refers typically to Christ risen from the dead. The young are apt to think of self. Do not rely on it. In Genesis 26: 25 we are told that Isaac built an altar there, and called upon the name of Jehovah. He pitched his tent and there his servants dug a well, the well of the oath. You must see that the Spirit is in you. Judge yourself. Lean not unto thine own intelligence (Proverbs 3: 5). You are dead in Christ. To be calling on the name of Jehovah is to be in a happy consolidated position. 

    I go on to Jacob. He had an appearing but it is called a dream. God took that way with him as He did with Solomon. None the less it was a real matter; God was there. God does not dream but He may say something to us in the visions of the night, so we do well to keep our minds free. The Lord appeared above the top of the ladder and Jacob was at the bottom; angels were ascending and descending on it. In verse 16 you see that Jacob awakened out of his sleep. So he has to go back to his normal place. You have to go back to the place where there are things that may defile. Do not put yourself in the way of them; Keep thyself pure (1 Timothy 5: 22). Youthful lusts flee (2 Timothy 2: 22). I cannot keep from evil if I allow any form of it in my house. Jacob says, How dreadful is this place! But he quickly reacts towards what is right and says, This is none other but the house of God. That is victory. So he rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had made his pillow, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil on the top of it. And he called the name of that place Beth-el. The final reaction is at this point, at the most important place in this scripture; it is named because of a right reaction: This is the house of God, and he anoints the stone; it is no longer a dreadful place. We do not have to with literal stones, but we have to deal similarly with thoughts that form us for time and eternity, that give us permanent enjoyment. 

    I go on to Joshua briefly. He was near Jericho, the seat of the enemys power, and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, there stood a man before him with his sword drawn in his hand. And Joshua went to him, and said to him: Art thou for us, or for our enemies? The use of the words us and our enemies indicated that Joshua was in a somewhat low condition. We quickly look around for supporters if we are in an issue. Do not support any side in a matter. This man with the drawn sword is not going to support a side. He says, No; for as captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come. In principle we do not make the Lords people our adversaries: I have no issue but Christ, no one else. Then it says, Joshua fell upon his face to the earth, and worshipped, and said to him, What saith my lord unto his servant? All impressions from God are to return to Him: if a reaction is right it will be toward God. God is to be enriched as a result of His gracious ministry, and thus Joshua is changed to a worshipper. This Man is Christ Himself as Captain of the army of Jehovah. He came to test them, to see where they were, whether they were thinking of God or of their own side. Now is the time for the Captain to take charge; we have to learn that everything is in His hands, and that He is watching all the time, and is coming to take charge. 

    Right will stand so that when the Lord comes in, Joshua reacts in a fine way: What saith my lord unto his servant? The Captain of Jehovahs army answered, Loose thy sandal from off thy foot: for the place whereon thou standest is holy. You may be clever in presenting your side but it must be on holy ground. The beautiful thing is that Joshua reacted to the truth and recognised the holiness of the Person. 

    Finally I would call attention to Solomons reaction in 1 Kings 3. The account in Chronicles does not give so much credit to Solomon as this does. Here it says, Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah. It does not say that in Chronicles; there it is: Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen ... And the king made silver and gold in Jerusalem as stones (2 Chronicles 1: 14, 15). You might go back to your good business, but that is not a good reaction. God is pleased with Solomons answer to Ask what I shall give thee, and He says in effect, I will do more for you. The reaction to this is that Solomon is so impressed that he stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah and offered. He stands before the ark which typifies Christ come down in love. Christ is to dwell in our hearts by faith; it is a question of the love of Christ and the operation of faith: being rooted and founded in love (Ephesians 3: 17). Solomon is there and the ark of the covenant is there. As the angel said to Mary, He shall be great, and shall be called Son of the Highest (Luke 1: 32). Solomon offered up burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, suggestive of fellowship. If we retain what we get now we shall be equal to the next occasion, 

    if our conduct is equal to it. Solomon is equal to it, so that when the women come to him with the child, he can tell whose it is. He stood before the ark. So it is important in all difficulties with us that none are lost and that all are saved in life. 

  
    YOUTH AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD (JT 91)

    1 Timothy 4:12; Genesis 37:3,4; Exodus 33:11; 1 Samuel 3:19 - 21; 1 Kings 3:3 - 12

    I have in mind, as perhaps you will divine, to speak about the youth amongst the people of God. I am actuated in the thought by the circumstances in this district, in this town, and in view of the trend of the work of God at the present time generally. God would have the youth kept in view, that they may not lack anything in coming into the position in the testimony occupied by their elders; indeed, that they may not fail to gain what is to be gained from their elders and at the same time be in direct touch with God, so that they may take on their own distinctive testimony; for something distinctive attaches to the testimony in each generation. Hence the principle of Scripture, applying to old and young, they shall be all taught of God, John 6:45. So that we carry forward the distinctive features of the current and passing generation  losing nothing  that all may be cumulative; for all is pure gold, whether old or new. They may have what is distinctive to themselves, as I said, and that could only be as they are taught of God; which means they have it through direct relations with God. As the Lord says, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly, Matthew 6:6. That reward will take the form of something distinctive, some glory that you gather up there to be enhanced later in public testimony. The Lord would impress that on His disciples. He, as become Man, is the great public Teacher, as He says, one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren, Matthew 23:8. But whilst that is so, and remains so, 

    He would impress on His disciples to have recourse to God; He is God, Jesus is God  God manifest in the flesh. But still God maintains His own distinctive place on high, speaking to Jesus on earth from heaven and the Holy Spirit is maintaining His distinctiveness, coming down on Jesus in the form of a dove, so that God is to be apprehended whilst Jesus is here publicly and undertaking everything for God, representing God to man and representing man before God. Yet God retains His own invisibility and believers are to understand that God is invisible, that no one has seen Him or can see Him, and yet He is accessible. The Lord would impress this on His disciples that their relations should be maintained with God, whilst maintaining their relations with Him as representative of God in this world. Hence He had enjoined that they should enter into their closets and shut the door and pray to the Father in secret. He had already taught them how to pray. He did not say that that should be the only prayer. They should in secret with God learn to open their hearts to Him. He reads our hearts and the Spirit makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered  so that we know that He hears us, we know that we have the petitions we desire. Now all this is most important for youth, so that there may be spiritual contact with God and formation according to God who is invisible, and who is said to be a Spirit. God is a Spirit; John 4:24. It is thus that we take on  as the coming generation, as the generation which is to occupy the ground  our own distinctiveness, whilst carrying on all that has preceded us; nothing is to be lost that marks what God graciously furnished to other generations. 

    Now, the apostle speaking to Timothy has all this in mind. He says, Let no man despise thy youth 1 Timothy 4:12, and in looking at this scripture and reading it I have in mind to show you how youth in the Old Testament appears first in the patriarchal setting, that is in the book of Genesis where God is typified as the Father. Then in Joshua in Exodus youth is seen in relation to mediatorship  the great system that God has inaugurated here to set forth the excellence of His glory and the maintenance of His testimony publicly; and then in Samuel how youth is seen in relation to the prophetic ministry, carrying on indeed the system inaugurated for the house of God as it was in Shiloh; it is a question of the prophetic ministry. Then finally in Solomon youth in relation to royalty. 

    You will see what a wide ground is covered in these four examples of youth in the Old Testament, and I hope to show that each applies at the present time  that is, the patriarchal setting, the ministerial setting, the prophetic setting, and the royal setting. If there are spiritual young people here they will be touched by the thought that they have to do with all this. It tends to lift you out of the littleness of things in this world into the vastness of divine things. You are in mind for all this. The first word is, Let no man despise thy youth, 1 Timothy 4:12. That does not mean that a young man or woman is independent and haughty if an older brother or sister admonishes him or her, it means that youth in itself should not be despised. For the scripture points out that youth in itself can be used in circumstances where old age could not be used. So that youth in itself must not be despised. If there be a tendency to despise the person because he is young, it is for him to put on the garb of dignity. It is for him to preclude all thought of despisal by putting on dignity, for the means of dignity are available for him; but the apostle goes on to say; But be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity, 1 Timothy 4:12. Anyone who despises a person, however young, with those beautiful traits, 

    with that heavenly combination, only exposes himself. He is proving himself to be unable to value what is dignified. These holy traits, whether in youth or old age, are not to be despised. And if they are to be seen in youth in this way, then they are immense in their effect. No spiritual person will despise them. They would rather admire them. They would rather regard them as ornamental; David was beautifully ornamental as he appeared. His first appearance in Scripture is marked by these beautiful traits of spiritual ornamentation. He had been neglected, as many a youth has been who should not be neglected. There are those who neglect youth. They are so engrossed with their own little bit of capital, to which they are almost entirely limited, so that they must make everything of that and despise others. That is weakness. That is shame. David had been neglected, but the time came when the representative of God says, we will not sit down till he come hither, 1 Samuel 16:11. That is, God will point out that this young brother is going to have part in this matter. To keep him out would be contrary to the mind of God. So peremptory was Jehovah that He said to Samuel, You go to the house of Jesse and I will provide for you and I will indicate who is to be king. He could have told him to ask for David. He could have told him to ask for the youngest. God was to be present when Samuel was to be in the house of Jesse. God was to do the matter so that no youth need fear. In due course God will be there and if the flesh says Eliab is the man  and so on, God says, He is not the man. It is so-and-so. God will see to that. So that young people, young men and women, as setting themselves to be in the testimony and putting on those dignified traits, may be sure that God Himself will see to this matter. As the Lord Himself said, He will reward thee openly, Matthew 6:4; Matthew 6:6; Matthew 6:18 if you have recourse in your closet in secret with the Father; and the Lord is now rewarding David openly. The very day is on the calendar when you are to be rewarded. I have seen young men brought forward and promoted in the presence of their elders. Who can gainsay it if God does it? He says, The Spirit of the Lord came upon David 1 Samuel 16:13, and it is then you get his name. Not that he was called David, but he was David, meaning that he was a beloved person. He was spiritually attractive. That is what his name means. It is just that it was David. And so here one is to be an example to the believers. David stood out in his day before all believers, whether in prowess, or in beauty, or in playing, or in skill, or in personal appearance, he was the example to all believers. I do not believe Saul ever saw such a young man as David; in spite of the fact that he was a supercilious kind of man himself, yet he was pleased with David. Who can gainsay it that David is taken on in this way? Anyone who does simply exposes himself to spiritual ridicule. 

    Coming back to my scriptures, Joseph is the first distinguished young man that I wished to speak of. One says in Genesis 4 that he slew a young man. He acknowledges it. It is a terrible thing to slay a young man in a spiritual sense. Joseph appears in the midst of the great patriarchal system  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He appears in this chapter when he is seventeen years of age  a young man. What comes out is that he is loved of his father. I have been speaking of the Father. If I enter into my closet and pray to my Father in secret, He will become well known by me, and if I am well known by the Father in heaven, I shall soon become well known to all in heaven. The Father in heaven will not fail to make me known and I shall be known here on earth. It is a question of the Father in this section of the book of Genesis. Of course it is typical, but Abraham, 

    Isaac and Jacob represent the idea of the Father, and how the family is formed under the influence and attention of the Father. Hence the importance of getting to know the Father. Indeed, the little ones in Johns epistle are said to know the Father. The elder ones are said to have known Him that is from the beginning; 1 John 2:13. But the little ones are supposed to know the Father. That is the secret of the working out of christianity  that we become acquainted with the Father and that is by getting into the closet and shutting the door and speaking to the Father in secret. Some of us often trouble ourselves much about the holiest, but that is how we get into the holiest. Enter into your closet and shut the door and speak to your Father which is in secret. Well, the Father is the Father, and will soon begin to love you. He loves all christians, but we must not deny that He values what is lovable, and that is how you come under His notice. Day after day, night after night, you enter your closet and speak to your Father in secret and your Father soon comes to know you. And so it is here. It is said that Israel  great spiritual thought  loved Joseph more than all his sons. Now you can see, young people, how this works out as you enter your closet and speak to your Father in secret; how He will reward you openly! At one time the great servant Moses said to Jehovah, I cannot speak. God says, Your brother can speak. I know he can speak. Undoubtedly the allusion is to this very thing  that Aaron was a man who spoke to God. He was called the Levite; Exodus 4:14. He spoke to God. 

    And the Father loves you, what can be more blessed than the thought that the Father loves you. It is said, The Father loveth the Son, John 3:35. That is Jesus. That is distinctive. That is, He has His own distinction. In all things He is distinguished above us. The Father loveth the Son and hath given all things into his hand. 

    How beautiful a thought that is. It works out in any little bit of administrative responsibility. This is handed over to the young people present. It is a question of the Fathers love. It is not simply a question of ability, but it is a question of the Father loving you, and what can be more precious than the thought of the Father loving you. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. John 3:35. He will give us something, and it is because He loves us. I do not deny that remarkable ability goes with it, as in the case of Joseph. But his father loved him. He will have him above all his sons. Joseph represents the spiritual side of the family. He represents Christ as in the saints. And I would again urge the young people to get to your Father and into the consciousness that your Father knows you and loves you, and in that measure He will give you something to do. He will give something into your hands. 

    Israel made Joseph a vest of many colours. That is what I might call potentiality in a young persons service. There is a suggestion of the opening out of a beautiful flower of glory; for that is what is in the mind of God in regard to every one of us. He is the Giver. In every person, in every young man, there can be an opening up of the variety of glory. We are thus able to conceive what Israel had in mind. When the heavens were opened to Jesus and the voice came, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight Matthew 3:17, it was the suggestion of glory. What an opening up of glory represented in that Person! God intends to work out effulgence, that is the coat of many colours. He is the God of glory, and what is in mind is that everything should be fulness, the development of glory. We are vessels of mercy fitted for glory and in us is the opening up of glory. Of course, much could be said about Joseph, but I only wanted to stress that one point: 

    how a young christian begins here in view of the testimony here and eternally. 

    In Joshua it is a question of the great mediatorial system of things which God has set up here. This thought includes the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. You can see how Joshua is just another phase of this great subject; how the youth are to be developed in the knowledge of the Father, as loved of the Father; how they are to occupy themselves with regard to the great system that God has inaugurated mediatorially. It is well that that word mediatorship should be noticed, that it is not a question now of any symbol of the Father, but of God known in a certain distance, in a certain majesty, in a certain dignity and His people kept in a reverential position in relation to Him. It is another side of the position. Christ is the great Mediator, and in connection with Moses we have this young man, who is called his minister. I see that there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus 1 Timothy 2:5 and I am His minister: I am to serve, whatever the service may be. You are to serve in relation to Him and that delivers you from all else. Your great business is in connection with this great system that God has set up in which He dwells, in which the testimony is set. It is your place, you are to be there. Your safety lies in it. He departed not out of the tabernacle. He is called a young man; it is mentioned in this way to show how youth can come into this great thought, this great mediatorial system in which God resides, in which His glory dwells and in which His people serve Him. The youth has to be there. It is no question yet of being distinguished by gift of any kind, but by being inside in relation to this system. Other things can be said about this young man, and lots have to be said about most of us. I am not excluding myself. How young men, dear brethren, 

    are carried along by gift of men in power, and apt to think unduly of them. Joshua had great opportunities. What an opportunity he had of apprehending God in His majesty on Sinai and at Horeb. But he was exposed to what men are exposed to  thinking unduly of those who lead. 

    God says, I am going to have seventy other men, and when two of them prophesied in the camp Joshua says, My lord Moses, forbid them! Numbers 11:28. Let no young man here forbid prophesying. He would have forbidden it, not because it was not of God, but because he thought it would detract from his favourite leader. The point is to be the minister of Christ as the Mediator. You understand when I speak of Moses as Joshuas personal preference, I speak of him as typifying any brother of distinction who is to be respected. But let each young man understand that he is minister of Christ and has his place in a lowly humble place inside. It is a safe place inside. You are in the very centre of things. The tabernacle is the very centre of things. The more you are in it the more you will be set for it, and informed as to what God is doing everywhere. You will miss nothing if you are there. Joshua was there. He was in the very centre of things in the tabernacle. 

    Then I pass on to Samuel. It is a four-sided picture of the whole testimony viewed in youth and energy. You see in Revelation the four living creatures are simply a four-sided view of what God has here upon earth viewed as in life. You are told how the word of God abides in you. What I am speaking of is a four-sided view of this great matter, so that Samuel as carrying on Joshuas position is also in the system, but greatly reduced; for the priesthood had greatly degenerated under Eli and instead of being inside in a dignified way as we referred to in Joshua, Samuel and Eli go to sleep. They slept there. It is a poor state of things to sleep in the house of God. God spoke to this young man as he slept, and it says, Samuel did not yet know the Lord 1 Samuel 3:7  meaning that one may be outwardly set in that position and yet not having known the Lord. And so God says, Your parents have been faithful and they have kept you, and now I want to speak to you. And He spoke to him, He called him, Samuel, Samuel! 1 Samuel 3:10. What accents those words afforded in that degenerate house; but they were divine words. As in the garden Jehovah spoke when He was walking, now He is speaking directly to one in Shiloh in the house of God. It is a call, God respecting the devotedness and faithfulness of the parents. He is speaking to some one in person and He calls them by name, and He does not hesitate as having spoken before. It is said that The word of the Lord was precious in those days, 1 Samuel 3:1. But now He is speaking to him directly and immediately tells him about Eli. The young man is to be told by God about the misdeeds of the elder brother. There can be no doubt about it if you are told what the misdeeds are, but be sure the information comes from the Lord and it is not mixed with prejudice. Be sure that you sift it, and see that it is divine information. Jehovah has to tell this young man of the misdeeds of an old brother. And Samuel grew. He is still seen as growing in the end of this chapter. It is said that Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him. This is the kind of young man that can be trusted. Young men taking on the affairs of old men are on very dangerous ground. This is the point here. It is the question of the misdeeds of the older brother. But the young man has heard Jehovah and he is very seemly and does not rush and charge him with his misdeeds. The old brother asked him about it. He tells him humbly. He tells him what Jehovah had said and the old brother takes it well. It was a divine sentence upon him, and now it says, Samuel grew. He is not overbalanced by the burden put upon him. He is not making much of the information. He is not hindered, he is growing. What a fine thought for young people! And then we are told that The Lord was with him. What will people say now? And moreover it is said that The Lord was with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground. You were able to speak well at the last ministry meeting. These ministry meetings are most important. Sometimes they are called prophetic meetings  meetings in which Gods mind comes to us; for we have to value the word, and if we have anything to say it is a question of the mind of God. That is what is to be done. The point is that the Lord was with Samuel and none of his words are allowed to fall to the ground. That address was short, but it entered into the hearts of the saints, and applied to the moment. They are a lodging place for such. The word is, that not a grain falls into honest and good hearts without there being something for God. And so it was that All Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lord. And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh: for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord, 1 Samuel 3:20,21. 

    This is what we can expect, for christianity is a living state of things, so that here we have Jehovah appearing again to Samuel by the word. It is an inward state of things. It alludes to prophetic ministry, how God comes in and gives you something that you know is directly from Himself and so you give it out to the saints. 

    The final thought is Solomon. That is the royal setting of youth. I just commend the simple prayer of Solomon. First indeed it says that he loved Jehovah. This is not said of any others that I have spoken of, but how comely it is that in this fourth exemplification of this subject you have one who loved the Lord  and that speaks volumes. You see that establishes confidence. There is no better commendation that you can get than that such an one loves the Lord, and then we can add that one is proved in this way by the fact that he keeps the commandments. The Lord Himself says, He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, John 14:21. That is Solomon and Jehovah says, Ask. I have been speaking about prayer, and it says, The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. Solomon speaks rather at length, beautifully, as you will observe, and he says, And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 1 Kings 3:8,9. 

    Now I just commend that to all here. That is wisdom, as James says, If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, James 1:5. Was there ever a day when wisdom was so necessary? Difficult matters come up amongst us. They are left unsettled for months and years. Why should that be? This chapter precludes any such things. Difficulties are presented when the two women brought their children. Solomon decided the matter at once. He did not let it drag along, because he prayed for wisdom and God gave it to him. The apostle says, that there is not a wise man among you, no, not one ... 1 Corinthians 6:5, otherwise you would not be going to court. That is the point here, that we are in the midst of so great a people, and we would not hesitate to apply it today  all this beautiful prayer of Solomon  because they are so great a people, and we are called to judge amongst us. The epistle to the Corinthians puts the responsibility on every saint in the assembly to judge. How can you judge a matter, whether good or bad, unless you have wisdom and discernment? Solomon prayed for it, and as soon as he got it, it is administered and all Israel admired and feared the man who had the wisdom. What can give a man a place amongst us more than a word of wisdom? If anyone of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God. James 1:5. 

    I commend this point  the simple thought of asking what is needed and how God comments on it and gives it to us. God gave Solomon wisdom and very great understanding and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the seashore, 1 Kings 4:29. We are told that the wisest of men were not equal to it, and it is all simply because he asked of God. 

  
    NAMING PERSONS AND THINGS (JT 92)

    2 Timothy 3: 8; 2 Kings 18: 4; 1 Kings 3: 23 - 28; Genesis 2: 19 - 25

    What enters into these scriptures as the subject for an address is the idea of naming persons and things. I might remark that the first to give a name formally was God. It is indeed a divine prerogative to give names. This prerogative is seen in God Himself, who, as it is said, called their name, that is the name of the man and the woman, Adam, in the day that they were created. It is seen there in God. And then in His representatives later throughout the Scriptures, we have the divine prerogative of name-giving, until we get into the New Testament, in which we find the Lord Jesus, God manifest in flesh, employing this same prerogative in giving names. In a way that is more interesting to us, or should be, than this, for each of us is named by the Lord. So that both now and in the future, our distinction through life shall be expressed in the name given. 

    We have, indeed, in the beginning of the Acts, the crowd of names. It might be thought that that is a little disorderly or irregular  a crowd. It is certainly not an assembly thought. But it is remarkably accurate. It is used for it brings out what I am, in that each of those one hundred and twenty persons had a distinction. The fact that they are seen prolifically does not rob them severally of that distinction. And they are counted. So that it becomes very interesting to those of us who are taken up sovereignly, that we shall develop under the hand of the Lord, especially through discipline, what is in the divine mind, so that it may be expressed in each of us. Cases may arise as to persons and of course, alas, there are many  as far as we can see  who are under discipline, whose spiritual distinction is not visible to us. 

    But in these cases we have to retire, and we can do so restfully, knowing that there will be no discrepancy whatever in result  that each one will fit as he is designed to fit. How it comes about is another matter, and is inscrutable as far as we are concerned. But the names will all be there, and each will shine in his own glory; for star differs from star in glory, 1 Corinthians 15: 41. We can take that to suggest as to what we should be, dear brethren; that the brilliance and radiance of light should be in us, as the light is the life. The idea of life is that the life is the light. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. So in each of us the life developed has been the light. And that will radiate and denote the name. For the stars are all named, and so are the saints. The saints are the new creation, and all bears on them  what each of the saints is to be. All that is very wonderful, and far more than I could touch on now. But, as I said, it is a divine prerogative to give names, and every believer comes under that. The examples we have are only to remind us of the universality of the principle. It could not be otherwise as we think of the saints and how God regards them  that each should be divinely in order and distinguished by name, not simply accidental, but given divinely, as in the case of Peter. 

    Well now, what I have in mind is to transfer that thought to ourselves  as to giving names  how we are to acquire the way of it. One may say that of me as I am able to name a thing. We will see some propensities in names, and there are many. The natural man has a great many. The Spirit of God has a list of the propensities or the evils of man  what proceeds out of his heart. The Lord gives a list of about thirteen. The apostle Paul gives about sixteen works of the flesh in Galatians, and about ten descriptions of wicked men in the letter to Corinth. These are to be tabulated and watched over. One has to discover them in oneself. As one discovers them in oneself, and gives the name proper to each, one has the mastery over it. I do not say the name itself gives the mastery over it, but the Holy Spirit enables you to master it. 

    Well now, this leads me to the first scripture read  that is in Timothy. We have two names that only appear in this particular scripture, although they allude to persons that lived many hundreds of years earlier  Jannes and Jambres. We need not tax ourselves as to how the apostle Paul arrived at these names. He wrote by the Spirit of God. We need not tax ourselves as to how Jude knew that Enoch had prophesied about sinners in our own times. He spoke also by the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God is conversant with every person and thing from the beginning of the creation until now. But then if Paul used these names there surely is some reason  it is not merely that what he wrote was indited by the Spirit. 

    The epistle is a peculiar one. It is, you might say, his last will and testament. The saints were in his heart. The truth was in his heart. He was concerned about the truth. He says to Timothy, the things that thou hast heard of me ... commit thou to faithful men, 2 Timothy 2: 2. He was concerned that that should be cared for  put into the hands of faithful men  not as a creed. He had in mind that his teaching should be handed down in spirit, as in the hands of faithful men. He was concerned about that. It was his last will and testament. He desired that the precious truth that he had received from the Lord should be handed down to us, not only in letter but in the Spirit. And so he is concerned about it in that way, and in many other things one might cite, in order that the truth might stand, and the structure of the assembly might stand, as the structure of the assembly of God stands. 

    Another thing that he stresses is the things that are in Christ Jesus  everything was there. The whole letter is permeated with the thought that what is most precious should be cared for, the things that are in Christ Jesus  the promise of life, for instance, and truth and love. And many other things that I might cite, as salvation which is in Christ Jesus. All is fixed in that way in infinite security, and so it has come down to us intact. And then, as to the negative side he mentions these two names, Jannes and Jambres. One would inquire as to where he got those names. How his mind travelled back to the Nile! How he would think of those magicians imitating what Aaron did with his rod turning water to blood. How he would think of Pharaoh here. 

    And then there was the gruesome thing of the Nile being turned into blood, and the poor Egyptians digging around for a little water. That which is for the refreshment of men turned into death  the mere profession of christianity. How he would feel that! 

    And as he proceeded to the next plague, the plague of frogs, he would feel that demons were creeping in amongst the saints. How he would be conscious of it as he was there in person in Rome, hearing about the saints throughout the world. The doctrine of demons  such doctrine as was taught by Hymenaeus and Philetus  doctrines that eat as doth a gangrene. 

    And then he comes along and thinks of the plague of gnats. He would see how the plagues of Egypt corresponded with his own times. The third plague referred to what God was doing, I mean doing consistently with Himself. The frogs did not denote what is of God. They denote what is of demons. The river turned into blood denotes death. But when you come to the dust of the earth  all the dust of Egypt, we are told  the rod of Moses turned it into gnats. You may see there a sure representative of life, figurative of the saints. If God takes up a symbol in that way, we shall find that God has done it in wisdom. There is no modification of the third plague. It is simply brought in, and there is no cessation of it here. It is not said to cease like the others. 

    How all that would come up in the mind of the great servant of God that I am speaking of. He is speaking of the life that is in Christ Jesus. The promise of life before the world was  fixed in Christ. Men and women are being made to live, in the power of God, in relation to that. How all that would come into his mind. And so, as I said, the dust of Egypt was turned into living creatures, reminding us of how results were made. Adam was made of dust  but then made to live. And then we read in that same epistle that God has brought through the gospel life and incorruptibility to light. Not only are we made to live in mortal bodies, but incorruptibility means immortality. Life and immortality are brought to light. How great are all these things! This thought of life  all things made to live in Christ. Quickened together with him, Colossians 2:13. How the apostle would think of all that. 

    These two names come into his mind. He understands. He brings down the whole position of the plagues in Egypt to the present time, and he shows that the enemy, in his agents, was acting against the truth of God. These two men Jannes and Jambres are the agents against Moses. So they are today against the people of God  against the truth. As Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, thus these also withstand the truth. Now I speak in this way, dear brethren, of the importance of being able to name things, and to give them the right names. 

    We are confronted with this wicked opposition resident in these men. As they withstood Moses so these men withstand the truth at the present time. There they are. These two men existed. They are in the mind of the Spirit of God. They are carried down, and the apostle Paul is used to name them for the first time, so that you may understand the distinction they had as ministers of Satan. He speaks of ministers of Satan in 2 Corinthians 11: 13 - 15. Yet they were probably nominally in fellowship at Corinth turned into angels of light. As soon as I can give the name to a thing, I have the mastery. 

    Well now, I go on to 2 Kings. We read that Hezekiah broke in pieces the brazen serpent  he called it Nehushtan. As far as I know, we only get it once in Scripture. We get what it means, of course   a piece of brass. But it refers to something handed down that once was good. What a history it had. And I see it lifted up. The Lord Jesus Himself refers to it. 

    As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, John 3: 14. The Lord Jesus took the words into His own mouth. 

    If ... any man ... beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. What virtue was in that serpent at that time! But has it got the virtue now? No. It never was essentially anything more than a piece of brass. But then God put virtue in it at that time. And faith laid hold of that. It is a type of Christ. Looking at it at that time was looking at Christ. If a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived, Numbers 21: 9. It was the way of life. 

    The word tradition in itself is not objectionable, but as used in apostate christendom, it is a pernicious thought, and apostate christianity is built up largely on tradition. That is, what is called the writings of the fathers, running on down for several centuries. 

    And the Apocrypha, too, writings that in themselves may be very spurious  ones containing things that cannot be used as the foundation of the faith and hence are pernicious. And here was this piece of brass carried down to the days of Hezekiah. And so it was that a man of faith corresponding with Paul was needed; Hezekiah was a wonderful saint. He had his blemishes, alas, but he is a wonderful saint, and is honoured in that he is able to use this word Nehushtan. 

    As I am speaking here tonight, I think of the young people. Look around and think of the evils that confront you  things that have been carried into the teachings of the school from tradition  or from modernism, that is the opposite to it. And it is for each to be able to say, That is that, to tabulate it. 

    As soon as you do it in faith, you have overcome it. 

    This is one of the most practical things I can bring before you. You can name a thing for yourself, not borrowing it from others. Hezekiah did not borrow his name, nor did Paul. It was his own spiritual intelligence that the Holy Spirit used. And that is what I am leading to, that you might be able to put a name on it. 

    Well, they might say to Hezekiah, this thing has been used as an object of address. It has been used as a deity. And we have such things as that. Suppose I take the Lords supper, one of the most precious things we have; what has it become? Generally abroad, particularly in Rome, what was once just a symbol of the Lord Jesus, and is yet to those who love Him, has become an object of veneration. Well, as soon as a man gets his eye opened to that, what does he say? Open idolatry. That is what it is. What does a man that has his eye opened say? Well, he says, that is just apiece of bread. And that is what Hezekiah means. It is just a trifle of brass. With all your incense that is what it is. Well now, who is able to say that of himself? I have seen the thing. I know that that thing has become venerated and worshipped and all it is is a traditional thing turned into idolatry. We can name it, you see, and as I name it I am delivered from it. I have mastered it. 

    Well now, I go on to what is more positive, and that is, the assembly viewed as a mother. I suppose the idea of the mother is in the range of each person. Almost every child here has some conception of the mother. I suppose the knowledge of the mother is primary with every person. The mother has to do with us more than any, and a mothers love and a mothers care remain, perhaps, more than any with every person. And so it is that the picture in 1 Kings 3 helps us as to discerning the saints in this light. It is a guide to us. Here are two persons  two mothers   and they are contending for a living child. Who is the mother of the child? There is only one man in the whole universe that can tell who the mother of that child is. Thank God for him! He is a type of Christ. He had prayed for wisdom and God greatly honoured that prayer. He says, I have heard it. And I gave you wisdom. I greatly honour you because you did not pray for other things. 

    And he is tested because of his wisdom. God loves to test us and brings up one test after another. Whether we can name the real thing in the test, brings out where we are, if we have had to do with God. These propensities and traits of evil that I have been speaking of; by the process of elimination, have I been able to tell the evil from the good? Evil is apt to so clothe itself that it will appear at least portionately good, and that is what tests me. Woe unto them who call evil good, and good evil. They are not able to name things. And so Solomon is tested. And each of us is tested. 

    These two women are figurative of the saints. Where is the mother? What am I going to call these people? As I look abroad in Christendom today, I see how many sects there are. Do I really feel how incongruous it is? What is my response now the thing is there before me? Can I put a name on these? 

    That is what comes out. Where is the child? A living child, not a dead one. This woman is standing there and says, That is my son. And the other one says, No, that is my son. And the king says, Bring me a sword. Now, dear friends, the sword is the word of God. It penetrates, according to the description we have of it, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. I am in the presence of the king, of Christ, and he says, Bring me a sword. 

    He is going to use it. If the living child is to be cut in two, the mother says, Oh no! That cannot be. She yearned for her child. That is what to look for, genuine affection for the people of God. Look for loyalty to Christ, of course, but love for one another. By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves, John 13: 35. Look for that. 

    Here, you see, it is like a company of Christians. They go after the child. They bring them up on the manna. For they all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed them: (now the rock was the Christ; ) 1 Corinthians 10: 3, 4. One would love to speak of it to every Christian in the world. Find the mother; to be able to put this name on the saints viewed in that light. And thus the woman that says, Cut the child in two, represents professing Christianity. She was heartless. She is not the mother of the child. See how she is to go. She is to leave that public position with that stamp upon her. She is not a true mother. Whereas the other has disclosed her true heart. Like the Lord Jesus and like the apostle Paul, we yearn for our brethren. Well now, that is assembly truth, as presented to us in Galatians. Sarah is the type of it. She is the true mother of the child. Jerusalem above is our mother. I think now of the young. The saints love you as a young christian, and would seek to nurture you, and bring you up in the assembly for the Lords pleasure. 

    Well now, I pass on to the last scripture read in Genesis 2, so that I may bring out this position more clearly. We read that He brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them. Think of the wonderful simplicity of it. He took a sheep and brought it before Adam. Now what has He got in His mind? To see what he would call them. 

    That is, He would have delight in the process. Now we come to the older brothers and sisters here, developed christians. The figure applies to us who are more experienced. God knows how to test us when we are old as when we are young. Now there he is. 

    It is some movement of life. It is for me to see that movement of life and name it. And God has pleasure in the process. I have often thought of the history of heaven. What history goes on day and night in heaven. Each of us makes history. As God brings a creature to Adam, history is being made. To see what he would call them. What pleasure it would give to God to see the intelligence of His wonderful handiwork in man, to see the intelligence he had. 

    I cannot say how long it took to name all those animals. 

    Sometimes we speak about Numbers 7 where the twelve princes of Israel offered. Each had his day. 

    What history was made in those twelve days! Each day was filled with one of those princes. Heaven was delighted with it. The beautiful offerings corresponded with Christ in a typical way. Well now, how long did it take for all these creatures to come before Adam? You cannot say. But what delight it brought to God. He was seeing, working out in that creature, the wonderful intelligence He had put there. God says, How pleasing that is to Me. Adam was able to name a creature according to the movements of life. Whatever Adam called a creature, that was its name. God was so pleased with the process. 

    And finally, to come to see the assembly in that wonderful chapter, that is what I am leading up to, to be able to see the assembly, not only as the mother, but as the bride of Christ, to see it in its movements. And so God brought her to Adam. It says, And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman. The word built is used for the first time. What a time it must have been to Jehovah as He brought this creature to man. Well now, he says to Jehovah, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man. 

    You see, brethren, this is the top stone. We are called upon to name a thing in the sublimest character. 

    We should be able to detect and name these traits of Christ in the saints, the traits of Christ worked out femininely in the saints. Adam says, she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 

    Now that is the end of what I had to say. I just wanted to lead you on to spiritual refinement, as it says, the spiritual discerns all things (1 Corinthians 2: 15), that you might see the reflection of Christ in the slightest way. The spiritual discerns all things, as Adam discerned himself in the woman. As we read the epistles to the Corinthians and Ephesians, we shall acquire the habit of discerning these traits in the Lords people, the body of Christ as seen in the universe of God. 

  
    THE LORD AS PREACHER AND AS WISDOM (JT 94)

    1 Kings 3: 16 - 28; Luke 4: 16 - 22; Luke 7: 11 - 16

    The thoughts that are specially in my mind have reference to Solomon as a type of the Lord both as Preacher and as Wisdom. I think it will be found in the Scriptures that these two things go together. That is, the idea of Wisdom is coupled with preaching. You will find in the book of Proverbs, which gives us an account of Wisdom, that Wisdom is presented to us as a preacher, and you will find in the book of Ecclesiastes that the preacher was Solomon; and, moreover, that as preacher he was king. He tells us formally that I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 

    Now I wish to dwell for a moment on that, before I go on to the thought of Wisdom. I think it is exceedingly important to us who are interested in the gospel, to see that the one who is in charge of the preaching is also the anointed King. There are several preachers spoken of in the Old Testament, but I think that you will find that Solomon is the only one who is formally designated as the Preacher; and in introducing himself as the Preacher he tells us that he was also king  not that the king was preacher, but that the preacher was king. In other words, the power vested in Christ as King or as Lord is to underlie the preaching. Hence you have universal preaching, because the power of Christ is of universal bearing. Exalted to Gods right hand, Christ is in a position from whence He can affect any part of the earth below. He is in a position to carry out His designs in any part. So that the evangelist Mark, who presents to us Christ as the Preacher, tells us at the close of his gospel that Jesus sat at the right hand of God, and that His disciples went everywhere. They went everywhere, which meant that every part of the earth was now at the disposal of Christ and His ministers. There were none who could stand in the way for the reason that Christ was on high, having all power in that position. He could open doors everywhere, so that the apostles went out everywhere. And what did they do? They preached  and we are told that the Lord worked with them. That is to say, as seated at the right hand of God, He was superintending the preaching, and He worked with the apostles with signs following; so that the testimony was not only presented but it was confirmed by the acts of power on the part of the King. 

    That is the position occupied by the King, who is the Preacher. Now, it may not have occurred to you in that way that Christ is the Preacher. He is charged with the proclamation of the glad tidings and so He could say  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. That was a great thought. There was now a man in the midst of men anointed by God to preach. And what preaching, beloved friends! He began at home  every servant of Christ must begin in his own local sphere. If he does not shine there, he will shine nowhere; and if he is possessed of spiritual power he will manifest it there. No conditions can interfere with spiritual power; it will show itself, be the conditions what they may. So the Lord begins in His own city where He was brought up. And the Lords outward circumstances in no way enhanced His mission. He was born of poor parentage and His outward circumstances were of the most lowly character; it is touching to see that He deigned to enter the world in the lowliest of circumstances and in a despised city  Nazareth. But He began there; He began where He had been brought up, where everybody knew Him. And what was the testimony? Every movement of Christ in that synagogue was marked by grace. The movements were wholly new. They had been accustomed to Jewish teachers, but now there was a different kind of Teacher. He opened the book, not in a haphazard way, but at the right text. He opened it, beloved friends, at a passage that referred to Himself in that particular position and in those particular circumstances; and He read the scripture. And it says, He closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. Those were the movements, 

    those were the actions of the Preacher. We are told that the eyes of all that were in the synagogue were fastened on Him. That was Gods anointed Preacher; and then He began to speak; and we are told that they marvelled at the words of grace that proceeded out of His mouth. That is, His mouth was, as it were, an anointed mouth. It was the mouth of Gods Preacher  and the words were words of grace. 

    Well, that Preacher has gone to Gods right hand. He has laid the ground in His death for universal preaching. By His sacrificial offering upon the cross, He has wrought atonement, and now God has Christ in resurrection; for remember, that God has Christ now, not as He had Him when He was here in flesh. God was ever infinitely delighted in the Son, both before His death and after. There could be no change in Christ personally, but before His death His preaching was, of necessity, limited, now the preaching is universal. 

    Luke 14 refers to what God found in Christ as having wrought out redemption. It is the celebration. It says, A certain man made a great supper. The Lord had been discoursing in the Pharisees house, and when one of the company said it was blessed to eat bread in Gods kingdom, it gave the Lord the opportunity of unfolding the present gospel moment. He says  A certain man made a great supper and bade many: and sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. Now what do you think the Lord has in His mind? The Lord looked on to the moment when He should have accomplished redemption and in every way carried out the will of God in regard to sin; when He should have glorified God on the earth where God had been disowned by men. I do not know anything to compare with that passage from a gospel point of view. It implies that God is free, and that there is now nothing in the way. He has Christ out of death, righteousness is accomplished; and God celebrates it. It is a question of what He finds in Christ as He is now. Not what He was, but what He is as having accomplished redemption. It is as if God was saying, 

    I have Christ now in resurrection; and I have Him on a platform upon which I can invite all men everywhere to participate in the celebration. 

    If you ponder that, it will convey to you the character of the present moment, and that is what is unfolded in the gospel that Christ is charged with. He is the Preacher as having accomplished redemption; and God has translated Him from earth to heaven. It was due to Christ that He should be translated; but according to the gospel of Mark, who presents the Preacher, He took His seat in heaven so as to superintend the gospel here upon earth. In Luke He is carried up, and as He is carried up His hands are extended in blessing. That is, we have a man up there whose hands are extended in blessing for humanity below. In John, He goes up on account of His people, He ascends to His Father and their Father. But in the gospel of Mark, He takes His seat in the place of power on high, and the preaching goes on everywhere. 

    The preaching is this; all things are now ready; and God freely invites all to come. I need not repeat the familiar passage, but I would just make one further remark as to Luke 14, and that is that it involves the house of God upon earth. The feast is celebrated here. It is celebrated where men are and its celebration is in the house. I wish to say just one word on the house. In Johns gospel it is connected with the family. It is alluded to first in chapter 8, where the Lord says that the Son abides there for ever. In chapter 14 the Fathers house is connected with the family of God. In my Fathers house, He says, are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. That is, it is an eternal abode for the heavenly family. But Luke is engaged with the house in its provisional character. I want you just to ponder that word. The house of God as it is in the present moment is provisional. It is constituted to meet the need necessitated by the gospel, for it is to confer on those who hearken to the gospel the blessing of God ere the time of the fullness of blessing arrives upon the earth. That fullness of blessing cannot be fully entered into now; it is presented to us for our faith to lay hold of; it is now in faith. But we are told of the unsearchable riches of the Christ  they are unsearchable; and, beloved friends, it involves a heavenly position. So the gospel of Luke shows that the excess of grace lies in this  that God has a place in heaven for man. Yet all this is presented to faith to be thus laid hold of; and it is to be awaited on the principle of faith. But meanwhile we are not left without something. Hence you have the institution spoken of in Scripture as Gods house, and that is set up here in the presence of men, and all are invited into it. As the parable goes on to say  Go out, He says to the servant, into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. So that one can say to anybody  Gods house is open to you. God has established here, where need is, that which meets your requirements as a believer in the gospel, that in which you may find the comforts of the home, and where you may taste the blessings of the gospel in a practical way. So that a great element in the preaching is where the celebration is. And what is the celebration? It is not eternal blessing that is viewed, nor the abode in the Fathers house to which John refers. It is present blessing. It is that which God provides for you as a present thing ere the time of the fullness of blessing when we are introduced as Gods sons in the Fathers house. 

    So in the 15th chapter the same is true, for the merriment is in the hearing of the elder brother who was in the field. It is therefore what men can take cognizance of. He heard it and he did not appreciate it, in spite of the fact that the Father appeals to him on the ground of relationship. He says, It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. That is, it was as if God was appealing to the Jew that he should rejoice in the return of the gentile. 

    Well, I have referred to all that to indicate what is involved in the preaching. I wish now to say a word in regard to the way in which wisdom is evidenced in the preacher; and here again, Solomon is a type of the Lord Jesus. 

    You will all recall how he sought wisdom. As made king, the one great desire of his heart was that he might be endowed with wisdom. Now wisdom is one of the most wonderful things that Scripture speaks of. Indeed we might say it is the only attribute that is personified. I need not refer you to the book of Proverbs, for we are all acquainted with chapter 8 in which Wisdom is personified. And as personified what we find is that Wisdom is intensely interested in men. I believe that is the great point in writing the chapter. Wisdom gives us its own history. It tells us it was with Jehovah before his works of old  before anything was made; and it tells us moreover that it was by Him when everything was made. And then it goes on to say that it rejoiced in the habitable parts of Gods earth. In that we see that Wisdom was engaged with humanity; and then it says, My delights were with the sons of men. That shows that we all are subjects of Wisdoms interest; and the reason is that we are men  that is what commends you to Wisdom. 

    Now I wish to show you that what comes out in Solomon is ability to discern what is going on in the heart of each individual. As I said, he sought wisdom; and after he had received it he is put to the test. These two women present themselves before the king, and the question that was to be answered was  did Solomon really possess wisdom? The result was the triumphant evidence that he possessed wisdom such as none had ever had before. I want you to note how it came to light. There were two women, and there was one child in dispute; there was the dead child and the living child; and the question was to whom the living child belonged. Now there may be one here tonight who is passing through exercise; you are wholly unable to settle it yourself, and no one can settle it for you. What I wish to impress upon you is that the Lord Jesus can; He is the Wisdom of God. It was that wisdom that came to light in Solomons ability to discern the heart of a mother; it is capable of reading a mothers affections. Now, I think a mother bereft of her child is a type of humanity destitute. Now you may not think yourself destitute, but you are destitute if you have not Christ. If you take actual conditions into account, death has come in, and family relationships are bound to be dissolved and broken up. All that you may cherish must disappear presently. You yourself are to disappear in the most humiliating way; dissolution confronts you, and it is the judgment of God upon you. Now I say, is not that destitution? The Lord Jesus knows the exercises of one who has come to the recognition of that truth. 

    Every true believer in Christ has been enlightened inwardly by the light of God, and by that light he has been enabled to take account of these circumstances, to look at death as it is upon humanity, at his own condition as it really is; and the moment that takes place in your heart, the Lord Jesus is engaged with you. This woman to whom the child really belonged is a type of a truly exercised soul. She yearns for her child, she was the true mother. Whatever else might be said about her she had the heart of a mother, and Solomon decided the case by showing that she truly owned the child because she yearned after it. But look at the other woman, the wicked woman. She had no mothers heart, she says  Divide it. That is not the heart of a mother; it is a wicked heart; and that is the heart of the unsaved who is under the domination of the wicked one. Satan is a murderer from the beginning, and all who are under his influence have the same spirit. I do not say that everyone is a murderer, but the spirit of the world is a murderous spirit. Now Solomon refers to this spirit and says, So are the ways of everyone that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof, Proverbs 1: 19. That is, the spirit of the world has no regard for human life. And so the woman who was not the mother of the living child did not have a mothers heart, the other did. And I bring it forward for the comfort of any one who may be exercised, who may have soul need. The Lord Jesus is interested in your soul, and He reads what is going on there. Gods wisdom is evidenced in Him. 

    It was because of that that I read Luke 7. The Lord is brought face to face with a scene of death. I was speaking this morning of such a scene that John records. John records for us the death of one of Gods people, the death of a member of the divine family, and he shows how Christ was moved and how He wept at the graveside of Lazarus. But the death scene that Luke presents has no reference to the family of God. It has reference to man. That is, Luke is, an evangelist, and the evangelist is engaged with the race  with men; engaged with them because they are men. Now it does not appear that the Lord ever knew this widow, nor does it appear that He knew the young man, whereas in the gospel of John, the Lord knew Mary and Martha and Lazarus. And in calling Lazarus out of the tomb, He called him by name; He says, Lazarus, come forth, John 11: 43. Now here in contrast to that it says  When he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out. It was a man. The next thing we are told is that he was the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. There is a point to take note of. What was it that elicited the Lords sympathy? It was the widows heart. The widow in Luke is a type of the race, and what elicits the sympathy of Christ is the need of the human heart. As found in the midst of humanity the scene draws out His sympathy on account of the widow. It says, She was a widow. 

    Well now, the Lord touches the bier. In the case of Lazarus He simply said, Lazarus, come forth. Here He says  Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. Apparently He did not know his name. The point was that he was a man. It is of no moment whether you regard yourself as known to Christ, or otherwise. If you have need in your heart, you belong to humanity, the Lord Jesus is set for your relief. And notice, He did not take the young man to Himself. If you think of Lazarus you will remember how the Lord said, Loose him, and let him go. Now, what will Lazarus do? What will a member of the divine family do when he is released from death? Will he go back to his own relatives? No. Suppose you are released from death and let go, what will you do? The Lord gives you, as it were, an opportunity. Where will you go? Well, we are told that Lazarus was found at the table with Christ. But what the Lord did with this young man was to deliver him to his mother. What is emphasized is the Lords consideration for the widows heart. She had been bereft of her only son, the object of her affections; and the Lord does not claim him. He thought only of the widow for the moment, and so He delivered him back to his mother. That is to say, the widow was reinstated in the city of Nain. The Lord Jesus sends her back into that city with her son; and thus she has means of support. 

    That is what Christ will do for everybody. He will do it for you. He will reinstate you, not indeed to simply live here upon the earth, but He will supply you with all that is requisite for your position down here. He will do infinitely more for you; but the point in this passage is to show how the sympathies of Wisdom are drawn out. There should be comfort in that for anyone exercised. Solomon commanded that the living child should be given back to its mother, and Christ commanded that the living man should be delivered to the widow. That is, He supplied each heart with what it needed for the moment. And what do you need? What does the human heart really need? What can satisfy you? Why, only Christ. Wisdom not only reads your heart, but supplies what it requires. Your heart requires a satisfying object, and Wisdom provides such an object in Christ. And then, what a change! The dark blank of the future is changed into eternal brightness. You are set up in the presence of the Lord. You have Him. 

    Much more might be said, for the gospel not only presents an object in Christ, but a range of things in connection with Him, even as we are told, the unsearchable riches of Christ. All that is bound up in the gospel. But for the moment I would press upon you how the Lord Jesus knows what is going on in your soul, and that He knows how to bring in the remedy. 

  
    SPIRITUAL INWARDNESS (2) (SMC 8)

    2 Samuel 15:23-30: 1 Kings 3:10-16; 1 Kings 3:28; 2 Chronicles 5:7-14

    SMcCAs was intimated this morning, we are considering what would make for spiritual inwardness amongst us in the assembly, in line with David building round from the Millo and inward. It was thought that the two lines of the truth as to Christ presented so peculiarly in the sections we have been reading from have this in mind, namely the building up of the saints inwardly in relation to another world, and particularly in view of the service of God. We considered Solomon personally this morning, and now we get the parallel line of truth as to Christ in the thought of the ark. Of course, in Scripture the ark is a very great subject, entering into many books, but we hope to confine ourselves to the way the ark is presented in the passages that we have read. The line of truth linked with Solomon, as we considered this morning, links with Colossians, the great place that Christ acquires in the hidden position, inwardly in the souls of the saints. That is, Colossians has in mind the hidden position. And it is to act as a preservative over against all the philosophy and vain deceit and manipulation of the truth linked with the mind of man. So that you have the thought of headship in Solomon in a certain sense, which corresponds. But now in connection with the ark, in relation to the passages that we have read, we have Christ more on our view testimonially and officially, as we have been taught, and Ephesians links with this. Ephesians leads the saints into the apprehension of Christ in a peculiar way, as the Centre of the whole scope of the truth, the Centre of the testimony, the Centre of the vastness of the divine domain. So that in the passage that we read, dispensationally, in the type, there is conveyed to us the thought of the rejection of Christ. David has been rejected, just as the Lord Jesus has died and has risen from the dead, and has gone into heaven. David represents that side of the truth here. Christ as rejected and gone into heaven. But then, as often has been said, there is that which is left here, the Spirit of God comes into the Acts in relation to what is here, in relation to what is fixed and eternal, from one point of view what God commits Himself to in connection with Jerusalem and the ark. This is a great means of stability in our souls as we apprehend Christ in this way, over against the state of things around us, and in which we have our part publicly. We have to see the place that the ark and Jerusalem have, secretly in a hidden way, in this whole matter. Faith would apprehend the great thoughts of God linked with Christ testimonially in this sense. That is, the Spirit has come down, and there is the thought of the ark in relation to Jerusalem. The testimony of God is maintained in a hidden inward secret way in the power of the Spirit, the unity of the Spirit entering into it. We thus have what is fixed and eternal, and abstractly never can be violated, it remains inviolate. And David here apprehends the importance of this, and conveys the importance of it, because they went out bearing the ark of the covenant of God, and David says Carry back the ark of God into the city. That is, there is a fixed position, and an abiding position which must not be interfered with. And stability is linked with that position, whatever the power of evil may be, as suggested in Absalom and his system, involving the dethroning of David, and the rejection of David. Despite the reproach linked with the position, Christ outside, we are always to see spiritually that there is an inside position linked with Christ in testimony and the assembly. And the unity of the Spirit is linked with that. If we do not hold that, we shall drift into sectarianism, schismatic thoughts and feelings. We want to see that whatever has happened in the dispensation, that the ark and Jerusalem remain; the ark abides, and it is to be held in that relation. There is nothing less than that, that is, it is the whole scope of the truth in regard to Christ and the assembly. And nothing less than that is to govern us. Now, the apprehension of Christ in this light is very important, as building us up inwardly over against the drift and the departure that enters into the operation of antichristian principles that are in the context in these chapters. 

    PLDo the references to the testimony of our Lord in 2 Timothy, and the seven-fold allusion to the expression in Christ Jesus in that same epistle bear on what is before you, in the way of fixity? 

    SMcCYes. Whatever may have come into the dispensation in the way of ruin and breakdown, it never alters what is in Christ Jesus. Then there is not only that, but in that same setting we have the foundation of God; it stands firm, it is sure. 

    GHSPMight there be some link at all with your two thoughts in that Johns gospel gives us the glory of the Person of Christ, and Johns epistle brings in what has been established substantially as in the expression that which was from the beginning? 

    SMcCI think so. There is a definite link in Johns writings, because the ark is the centre of the truth, the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. All the way down from Genesis to Revelation we have the testimony of Jesus. And the ark represents Christ as the centre of the truth, the centre of prophetic thoughts, the centre of the whole mind of God. And we are to be held in relation to that. Like the ark, John stresses the truth, the ark makes way for itself. Even suppose there is no-one there by it, the ark makes way for itself, just as the truth makes way for itself, as Johns ministry conveys to us. 

    AHIs there any importance in the way the city is referred to in these verses? He says in verse 25, Carry it back into the city, and then he sends Hushai back into the city. It says in verse 37, And Hushai, Davids friend, came into the city, and Absalom came into Jerusalem. 

    SMcCI think there is. The city is the great divine thought in regard to the ark. It represents a fixed order of things, that however great may be the power and influence of what is antichristian, this is maintained, and the knowledge of Christ in this way is important, as over against all that is so unstable and so shifting in what we have to do with publicly. 

    ACSPDoes it link with the expression in Ephesians 3: 17 that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, and then what follows, rooted and founded in love? 

    SMcCExactly, and following up, in chapter 4, with the unity of the Spirit. We have these great thoughts of what is fixed and abiding, and the idea of rooted, in chapter 3, links with that. 

    PLIn the first scripture in Samuel, the ark is called the ark of God, and it is called later, in the other Scriptures, the ark of the covenant of Jehovah. Is the first to assert against the great imitation, alluding to the foundation of God in 2 Timothy? And is the reference to the ark of Jehovah, that God is now free, in propitious conditions, to open out the thoughts in Christ, in His faithful love? 

    SMcCI think so. The ark of Jehovah would link on with Gods relations with His people, too, would it not? 

    SRIt says Where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them. Is that a suggestion of the ark in the city? 

    SMcCI think it is. Matthew 18 helps us to cling to assembly thoughts, to full thoughts - not any half or quarter thoughts, but full thoughts. Even supposing the number is reduced to the lowest possible, we cling to assembly thoughts. We see that as far as the testimonial Christ is concerned, it must be linked with the city, and with the ordered state of things in that relation. 

    PHHIs it remarkable that Saul of Tarsus, having been spoken to by the Lord, was directed to rise up and go into the city? Would he gain fresh light and direction from there? 

    SMcCHe would. Because there was an order of things linked with the city there, where he would come under direction and control. We might say, of course, the Lord is in heaven. Yes, the Lord is in heaven, but everything is not in heaven. I speak reverently and soberly, but at the Glanton division, there were the leaders who said that everything had gone into heaven, and that there was nothing down here. That is not scriptural. And there are those today that say there is nothing down here; they say it is nothing but ruin and breakdown, and everything is on individual lines. That is not according to Scripture. The Spirit of God is here, Christ testimonially is here, the ark is here in relation to Jerusalem, and the city. 

    PHHSo the Lord was really drawing attention to what was fixed, although down here in the sphere of the opposition? 

    SMcCThat is it - fixed in the testimonial position. Think of the power of Christ testimonially in the Acts, in the early days; every city fell before that power! Well, what we are brought back to in days of recovery and revival is the same Christ testimonially as was there in the Acts. 

    GWBWhen Paul says So also is the Christ (1 Corinthians 12: 12), is he not referring to what is down here? 

    SMcCThat is, there is the anointed system that God is committed to, in which all His thoughts are set out in an ordered manner and way in this world. 

    RWSIs there room in this system for all? There is Zadok and Abiathar, and Hushai, and Ahimaaz, and Jonathan; the whole range of persons in their spiritual personalities and ages comes into the matter, does it not? 

    SMcCI think that is very important, because we see right leadership in David. Right leadership will see that the young are brought rightly into matters, and that they are not just there standing looking on, but they are brought in as an integral part of this fixed system of things that is operating, and that God is committed to. David will come back to it. Absaloms power may seem supreme, and David may be outside, and we go forth unto him, as rejected, on the one side of the truth. But then on the other side of the truth, in the light of these five persons you referred to, we stand linked with Christ in the testimonial position, holding the ground in relation to the fixed system of things in the unity of the Spirit. 

    EJHAnd is that the guarantee that every enemy will be overthrown, and the King will be finally in His own place in glory? 

    SMcCThat is it. And it brings the element of victory into our souls, so that we do not succumb to the strong currents and movements of antichristian principles, principles of unbelief and lawlessness. 

    EJHSo that God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power and of love, and of wise discretion, 2 Timothy 1: 7? 

    SMcCJust so. 

    PHHIs that hinted at in the mount of Olives? It says, David went up by the ascent of the Olives, and wept as he went up, but had he, in the Spirit, a great outlet towards victory, holding the ground? 

    SMcCAnd is not that to help us to see the great need of the recognition of what is linked with the Spirit in this suggestion of the Olives? In a day of ruin and breakdown, we come back to what is linked with the Spirit, because it is the testimonial Christ in the ark here. It is not the ark in the holiest, exactly at the moment, it is the ark back into the city; it is the administrative order of things, where the testimony is maintained in secret in a hidden way over against the power of the enemy. But it can only be in the reserves that are linked with the Spirit as suggested in the Olives, do not you think? 

    PHHYes, I was thinking that. There must be great power, and a great system suggested in the ascent of the Olives. It speaks in the New Testament, does it not, of the mount of the Olives, as if it were a great stable system. 

    SMcCWell, what could be more stable than what is linked with the antitype in that sense, the presence of the Spirit? It would help us not to throw up our hands, in the sense of an impasse or the sense of What can we do? The mount of Olives is there, and there is the seemly behaviour and deportment of David in keeping with it. 

    ACSPSo that while David speaks in a measure guardedly about himself, as to what God might do with him, he speaks with certainty about the ark, as he says, Bring me again and show me it, and its habitation. 

    SMcCIt is very important to see how he speaks of it, and its habitation. He does not give up that ground for a moment, whatever the power of Absalom may be. If there is anything that has been a full exposure of the antichristian principles operating in the world, and the lack in the apprehension of the truth, it is seen in the independent breaking of breads that have been set up by those that have departed from the truth. 

    PLWould you say that the priestly regard for the ark, in verse 25, and the humble submission to Gods government let him do to me as seemeth good to him, furnish a combination in manhood that indicates moral recovery already, and assures final recovery? 

    SMcCThat is it. You might say in those verses the full recovery is assured, that David will come back. That is God will bring David back, it says he will bring me again. It is a beautiful thought - He will bring me again, not I will come again, but He will bring me again. If I shall find favour in the eyes of Jehovah, he will bring me again. That is, it is a question of what God is to do. 

    PLIs it a heart-broken churchman that writes second Timothy, and that speaks so much of this line of sovereign love and mercy, and all the stability attaching to us, do you think? 

    SMcCYes. And do you not think in that sense that the testimonial Christ, in the ark in this setting is the great test of every one of us. That is, How do we stand in relation to it? If we are not affected rightly by Christ in the testimony in this sense, then we are making everything of ourselves. We are the centre of our thoughts, and we are the centre of divine thoughts, instead of seeing that the ark and the city represent abstractly, the fixed and eternal thoughts of God. 

    GHSPYou are connecting Christ testimonially with each local position? 

    SMcCJust so. The testimonial Christ entered into Corinth, the testimonial Christ entered into Thessalonica, entered into Ephesus, and so on; and every power was brought down before the testimonial Christ, in the movements of the ark in that sense. 

    RGBDoes the unity of the Spirit that you referred to, link on with that? Is that something that abides in the Spirit here, and that we are to endeavour to keep? It cannot be broken into itself, 

    for the presence of the Spirit ensures the unity of the Spirit. 

    SMcCThat is it. 

    RGBAnd we are to endeavour to keep it. 

    SMcCIt is a great thing to apprehend that abstractly, a great thing for the young people. Oh, that God might open their eyes to see this wonderful hidden secret side of things in which Christ is apprehended mysteriously, and yet in testimony! But in relation to which everything is held for God. 

    AHIs that involved in what David adds, it, and its habitation? Is that seen in every locality? 

    SMcCYes. What the enemy would say is there is no habitation today, that is, things are in so much ruin, and breakdown that there is no habitation. But there is a habitation; there is the ark, and there is its habitation, and we want to find it. 

    AHAre you thinking that that is the fixed position, and as known in the soul it involves the overthrow of Absalom and Ahithophel? 

    SMcCYes. Jerusalem in this sense is eternal. That is, while it is provisionally in testimony, it is an eternal order of things that will go right through. All the power of antichrist, and the operating principles linked with him, will never break in upon this inviolate unity that our brother has referred to in Ephesians 4. 

    GHMDoes the transfiguration suggest the ark in its own position? 

    SMcCThat is not the ark in the testimonial position; it is the ark in the scene of glory and would link more with what we read in 2 Chronicles 5, the final thought. 

    WMcKIn regard to this verse he will bring me again, might not that suggest the Philadelphian recovery? And is it not remarkable that the Lord speaks to the overcomer of the temple of my God, and of the city of my God; linking it on with his own thoughts? 

    SMcCThat is very good. That is just what we have here, the bring me again is that things have been brought back in Philadelphia, to what we have here. That is, there is the ark in its proper place, and the city had its proper place; there are no half or quarter thoughts in Philadelphia, it is all the assembly or nothing. It is no segment, it is no few brethren. In Philadelphia we have got the full thought of the assembly in the Lords mind, and we want to cling to that. 

    PLHe that has the key of David commences the Philadelphian epistle, does it not? 

    SMcCAnd the holy, the true. What a contrast to what is in the antichristian system and environment! 

    JWBThere is nothing outside this system you are speaking of, is there? Are not those that would seek to go off on independent lines really heading for what is spoken of as systematised error, according to Ephesians 4? 

    SMcCYes. The folly of it would be apparent to those who are with God, not that we need to waste precious time speaking about those that are gone. Like David, we feel things; our heads should be covered, and the barefoot condition comes into view. It is all that which would be contrary to any natural feelings, what would be seemly in the sight of God as we feel the sorrow of the whole position. And yet we cling to Christ apprehended in this mysterious inward way. 

    PHHIs it interesting that worship is mentioned here? It says in verse 32, when David had come to the summit, where he worshipped God. Is that one of the features which the Lord has graciously left with us, and promoted with us, even to completion, the worshipping of God, and the full recognition of the hidden position, in spite of all the breakdown? 

    SMcCSo that these thoughts are very fine in the setting in which they are here. They are like gems in this dark background where things are dislocated by the power of antichristian influence. 

    PHHIs it not important that it is on this very matter of the worship of God that fresh departures have been noticed? But while that is so, the worship of God itself is strengthened amongst us. We feel we are being sustained in it, if we may speak humbly. 

    SMcCIt is very interesting in that way, verse 31, Then said David, Jehovah, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. And it came to pass, when David had come to the summit, where he worshipped God. That is, it does not say he worshipped Jehovah, the name or title used is God, alluding, I suppose, to the sense of Gods supremacy in his soul, in the midst of these difficult conditions and circumstances. 

    AEMI would like to say this, that in verse 30 David and his men were weeping as they went up. We understand weeping as we go down, but do we understand weeping as we go up? 

    SMcCVery good. That is, we generally link weeping with going down into the valley, like the valley of Baca in Psalm 84, but here weeping is linked with the summit of the mount of Olives. That is a very fine reference, showing that the nearer we get to God, would you say, the more we feel things about the dislocation? 

    AEMI think so. 

    RWSHaving its beginning in the torrent Kidron, do you think? Is there some allusion there to the death of the Lord Jesus? 

    SMcCI think that is very important. In type the ministry of the cross, the ministry of the death of Christ, is so near in this environment. It is that ministry that would free us from the features of the man of sin and shame, that have dethroned David, that have given Christ the outside place. We need to see the nearness, the proximity of that, in this realm. 

    EJHIt was not at all an attractive place for all these little ones. Is it not encouraging to see how many small ones are identified with a weeping testimony from one point of view? 

    SMcCWell, it is. It is very interesting throughout the Scriptures in that way, as we go down through the Scriptures, to see the tears that are linked with the testimony in circumstances of pressure and reproach. Well, perhaps we need to know something more about the ability to weep, as Mr. M. has been saying, not only going down, in regard to our circumstances, personally, but in the going up in what affects God, in what the enemy has sought to do in putting his hand on the throne of Jah. 

    PLThey are written in a book, are they not; they are so precious to God? 

    SMcCAnd preserved in a bottle, is that so? Psalm 56: 8, put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? That is, they are preserved; God would preserve the precious testimony to inwrought feelings by His own work, in those that are sympathetic with Him in relation to all the damage that the enemy has done. 

    ALRTWould Timothys tears in 2 Timothy 1 come in there? 

    SMcCYes. The tears of Timothy bear on the darkening state of things in the assembly, and how the enemy has wrought. I am sure it is important that we all should see the ark in relation to the city in this relation, it brings out the greatness of David, and the intelligence of the man. We might say he falls under the power of sin in the book, and his affections get misplaced as to Absalom, but that is only but a salutary warning to every one of us, how easily our affections may be misplaced. But then there are these breakings through, where we see what the man is, rising according to God, to the truth, and to the importance of the truth where the truth has been assailed. That is what we need in leadership, for a leader leads. A leader is not a man that just sits on a platform, he may sit on a platform, but a leader leads. Leadership is nothing if there is not the leading. So that David leads here, for all the people that were with them covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up. What David does, they do. 

    JWBSo does leadership involve example? 

    SMcCIt does. That is, the matter is set on in leadership, so that the saints do not lose their way. I mean, we are not a democracy in that sense; leadership is essential, so that the saints should not lose their way; we do not want to be afraid of the thought of leadership. 

    PHHWhat is presented in the direction for Hushai to go into the city? Is it like the lead to connect us with the system known in secret? 

    SMcCThat is it. The ark and its habitation in the city represent the abstract side, but the five persons represent the concrete side that is in a locality. You must cling to the abstract side, otherwise you will never be able to work out the truth in the day of brokenness, but then there is the concrete side, there are the persons, and five is the numeral of human dependency and weakness. 

    PHHWould the friendship side in Hushai represent personal loyalty in attachment to David more than what is official? 

    SMcCYes, exactly. A very important side of the truth, that there should be good personal relations in crises. If there is anything that the enemy works hard to do, it is to develop bad personal relations between the brethren, and if bad personal relations are developed in localities, we may lose the position, as it were. Paul, when he went to Galatia to combat, and to enter into the conflict regarding the truth, lays great stress on good personal relations. He went up to make Peters acquaintance. 

    EJHSo here, would you say, each one has his own work to do, but they are all working in perfect harmony with one end in view, and that is the glory of David? 

    SMcCSo that both lines of the truth that we have been considering lead into unity. Where the saints are being built up inwardly in the knowledge of Christ in these relations, it will always lead to unification among them. What leads to disunity amongst us is when the affections get misplaced, and when the wrong man becomes the centre. Only Christ can be the Centre of unity in the sphere of God. 

    AHDoes Psalm 132 help at all in these exercises here, seen in David, do you think? 

    SMcCIt does, and Psalm 133, they are of a piece in that way, the unity of the Spirit the central place that the ark has. 

    P.L. And Psalm 134? 

    SMcCExactly, the service of God, you mean? 

    PLThose who stand by night in the house of the Lord. This is the night time. 

    GHSPIs this light in the soul vital if we are to have any part in the maintenance of prophetic ministry? I was thinking of Zechariah, in the days of recovery in which he lived; he was asked what he saw, and he said, I see a lamp-stand all of gold - a living system functioning in the power of the Spirit. Does that bear at all on what you are saying? 

    SMcCWell, it does, very much; so notice how it comes in here, verse 27, And the king said to Zadok the priest, Thou art the seer, well, that is an important thing, that we should see this. David is bringing Zadok back to this, the hidden system linked with the ark and the city that Absalom does not understand, the mind of man never will understand; but linked with it is the power of God. The ark is not exactly, in this setting, an object of affection, it is not to draw out the love, so much, of the brethren, it is linked more with the side of power and glory; power in testimony, and glory entering into the final side. 

    ECLDo you think when we assemble together for the Supper (I am thinking of going up from our houses), there should be these kind of feelings where we are breaking bread, and where the service of God is carried on, to free us from all that is outside? 

    SMcCI am sure that is right. And as we sit together in the testimonial position we watch the brethren coming in. We do not sit looking at the floor, we are looking for the brethren coming in, and see them take their seats, and we look at the loaf, and we see that some are missing, some are not there. Well, we have got to have right feelings about that; but then, because they are not there we do not cease, we do not cease to go on, for the position suggested in the ark and the city is maintained, and we go on, while we feel the loss of those that are absent, that are represented in the loaf. 

    ECLSo that the going on would mean that you are holding the ground for everyone that belongs to the Lord. The loaf would include all that, would it not? 

    SMcCThat is it. It is not that we claim to be the assembly, that would be pretentious, and the enemy is seeking to accuse the brethren of the utmost pretension, that is another device of the enemy. Philadelphia is that believers have returned through the Lords own service and the service of the Spirit, to stand in the truth proper to the whole assembly. They will not have anything less than that, what belongs to the whole assembly, and that is not pretension. 

    - .H. Would it be right to say that if any of us are there in effect really, we are there as brought there, even as David says, he will bring me again? 

    SMcCI think that is the thought. We have got a sense of the sovereignty of God in the matter, that He has brought us again. That covers the whole period of the last 150 years, that God has brought us again. That is, Christ is brought back in testimony in the power of the Spirit, and the position is maintained in that light. 

    RWSIt speaks of the man at Bahurim in the next chapter, verse 18, but it also speaks of the woman in verse 19, and it speaks of the maid in verse 17. I was thinking thus of the sisters part. Sometimes in a financial crisis the wife has to work as well as the husband, but that is not to be a characteristic thing, is it? It would possibly weaken the testimony in a place. I mean work outside of the home. 

    SMcCThat is, the sisters place is the home. There may be circumstances in which a sister has to work, to meet obligations where illness may have come in, and certain circumstances, but the sisters place is the home, and especially is it weakening in the testimonial position if brothers who are leading in any way, or ministering among the saints, have their wives working. 

    RWSBecause the whole position at the moment hinged on what she did, and what the maid did. 

    SMcCYes. In forestalling and operating against the movement of the enemy, you mean? 

    ALRTDo the circumstances in chapter 15 bring out true friendship for Christ as in Hushai? 

    I was thinking of 3 John 14, The friends greet thee, Greet the friends by name. Would that link? 

    SMcCIt is important to see how friendship comes in in that way and in the epistles you refer to, because, what is the bond between David and Hushai? Hushai is in the city, he is linked with the testimonial Christ in the ark, the official Christ in type in David is outside, rejected, He is in heaven. What is the link between the two? It is the ark, it is the truth, the centre of the truth, the centre of the testimony. And we are to see that. A lot has been said in our time about the truth being made an issue. Well, if we are not held together by the bond of the truth, what is going to hold us together? It is not only that Christ is the bond of the fellowship, but Johns epistles show us that the truth is a bond, in the fellowship. 

    PLHushais name means quick; does it suggest alertness and agility in a crisis? 

    SMcCYes. 

    PLAnd the word Archite means one who continues, length; does it refer to such as John, who would continue in character until the Lord came? 

    SMcCExactly. 

    PHHDo you think the characteristics governing David in this time were, so to speak, passed on to Solomon, so that he asks for wisdom and discernment and understanding? Would that ensure that the next generation is able to do battle in a crisis, and stand? 

    SMcCSo that you would say that what we read in 1 Kings 3 is a kind of a reflection in Solomon of what was seen in David in chapter 15 of 2 Samuel in that sense. That is, Solomon came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark. That is the thing has got into Solomons soul, and right leadership in that sense will always pass that on into those who come to fill up the ranks. 

    PHHI was thinking that, and the references several times to David my father, show where he had got this wisdom. That is, there have been brethren who have preceded us, in whom the truth has been built and established, and we have come into the recognition of that. Is that how we stand before the ark now? 

    SMcCThat is it. In relation to all that has gone before, we are to notice the unity of the testimony, for the testimony is one. While there may be fresh moves in the testimony, the testimony is one whole, and so, what we come into is just that one whole, although we may come into a different phase of it. So that what is said of Solomon here, I think, brings out a real touch of his greatness; he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant. And there is nothing said beyond that he offered up burnt-offerings. Well, in connection with the burnt-offerings, you would have thought it would have said that he came and stood before the altar, but it does not say that. It says, He came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, and offered up burnt-offerings. It is prefaced by his not asking for riches, or long life, but asking for a wise and understanding heart, and for discernment. 

    AHDoes this test that comes in immediately show his wisdom to discover affection for the man-child? 

    SMcCIt does. And I think that only a person who in that sense, has stood before the ark has a moral right to bring in what the sword represents. It is very fine to see that it follows him standing before the ark, and the judgment that is arrived at is binding on all Israel. It says And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do justice. 

    PHHReferring to this matter of Solomon offering up these burnt-offerings. The brazen altar was at Gibeon, was it not, and according to the opening of 2 Chronicles, the tent of meeting was there, and so on; and Solomon offered up many offerings there, on the brazen altar? Does it show that, in what it means for us, Solomon has got on, and come to something that is substantial in regard of Christ in the ark itself, not in the altar? 

    SMcCThat is how I understand it. It is not the high places here, he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah. It is the truth abstractly apprehended in its fixed relation and setting in connection with God. 

    PHHYes, thank you. I thought something like that. 

    EJHAnd standing there, would you say, it is intolerable to think of anyone wishing to divide the living child? 

    SMcCJust so. Because the ark is the centre of unity, it is the centre of unity in Israel. It is the centre of the unity of the truth, and the testimony; it is the great bond of the whole position. How could such a thought as division come in, if you are standing before the ark. 

    GDDoes Josiah understand that, in days of recovery when he says put the holy ark in the house that Solomon built for it? 

    SMcCWhat he said about that is very interesting. Of course, that would be the full thought that would be in mind there. In what we have here, the ark would be in the tent that David had spread for it. But the last revival is marked by recovery to what was seen under Solomon in that sense, the ark in its proper place. 

    GHSPWould you say another word as to what you had in mind in saying it is only as standing before the ark that we shall have any right or ability to use the sword? 

    SMcCI think we are all measured by Christ. Christ is the test of every man, and if we do not stand before the ark, we will be like Adonijah, we will have runners going before us, paving the way for us, and our prowess and renown. Whereas a man that stands before the ark has got no runners going before him; he is not spreading his own renown and prowess. He is in the presence of what may be small to the human eye, and the human mind, but what is the great centre of the universe of God, the Christ, in Ephesians 3. It strips you of all thought of self, does it not? 

    GHSPYes, indeed. I wondered if you had also in mind that it is only as the divine thought of the assembly of God is laid hold of by us that we shall have power to deal with these uprisings that you allude to. 

    SMcCI think so. That is, the sword brings in the death of Christ. The torrent Kidron brings in the death of Christ in another setting. Now the death of Christ in the sword comes in in another relation. But only one who stands before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah - notice the covenant of Jehovah is brought in here - can rightly bring in the sword. It says, They saw that the wisdom of God was in him. What a marvellous statement! It is like Jehovah loving the Babe. We have not got a babe here now; we have got manhood in Solomon. But the wisdom of God was in him. It is a remarkable statement in the Old Testament, before Christ came. It anticipates Christ, because He was the One in whom wisdom was set out perfectly. But it does not say here that the wisdom of God was with Solomon; it says the wisdom of God was in him, to do justice. That is, it is the inwardness that we are stressing, 

    the question of spiritual inwardness with us, as to matters of administration. 

    RGBWould that link with the all-various wisdom of God being seen by the principalities and powers in the heavenlies working in the assembly down here, the result of the presence of the Spirit? 

    SMcCThat is it. The ark in Jerusalem, in verse 15, and the wisdom of God in Solomon in the last verse, all link with that marvellous order and system of things in Ephesians 3. So that the heavenly intelligences are learning from the skill and wisdom employed in this system of things here below. 

    WJTIs it important that in verse 7 he has small thoughts about himself, and in verse 8 he has great thoughts about Gods people? 

    SMcCVery good. Would to God we had more small thoughts about ourselves. We have got such big thoughts about ourselves, prefigured in men like Joab, and Adonijah, and Absalom. Oh, how Absalom thinks of himself! He injects poison into the minds of the people, that their matters were not being taken care of. They are not bringing your matters up as they should, he would say. It seems nice in one way, but it is injecting poison into the minds of the brethren, so that Christ is displaced. Absalom did not have any small thought about himself. But of Solomon, it says, And the word pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. I am but a little child: I know not to go out and to come in. And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen. It is very fine language. 

    PLWould less than the least of all saints be the spirit so pleasing to God, that the great unfoldings of Ephesians would be given to such a man? 

    SMcCIs it not striking how that comes in there? Over against the greatness of the dispensations that Paul had, he speaks of himself as less than the least of all saints. I take it that that is Solomon standing before the ark. Paul was a true Solomon who stood before the ark, and who could bring in the sword like Paul? How he would save the situation at Corinth on this principle. The enemy would divide, bring in the schism, but Paul had nothing less than the whole thought in mind, the assembly of God which is in Corinth. 

    PLOh, lowliness, how feebly known, That meets the grace that gave the Son! 

    SMcCVery good. How the writer of that was marked by such lowliness, a man that stood before the ark, you might say, in Jerusalem. Well, the time has gone. Just the thought in the final resting place of the ark, as to the unity that is arrived at, and the service of God augmented. You can see how all these thoughts of the ark, and the passages of the ark, and David and Solomon in relation to it all enter into this idea of the augmentation of the service of God, and the unity in it amongst the saints. 

  
    THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON (2) (WJH 13)

    1 Kings 3:23-28; 1 Kings 4:29-34

    WJHIt is instructive to take account of these two chapters following what we had this morning, as also preparatory to the construction of the house of God. In 1 Kings 5, Solomon definitely begins the great work of his life, but the Spirit of God has brought forward these other matters prior to the erection of Gods house, and I think they afford us help to approach the realisation of the thought of the house of God. Not only that what is in the way morally in all our hearts should be judged, but we should be prepared to face the question of the word of God, the discerner of what is within. The idea in Christendom of the house of God is what is external, and is of very little value. What is merely external, formal and dead yields nothing; but the word of God brings to light what is living and we need to allow its scrutiny to come into our souls as we approach the subject of the house of God locally and generally. 

    JDUThe enemy would destroy everything that is living, would he not? 

    WJHThere is never any conflict in a cemetery. If things are dead, the enemy can leave us, but the true Solomon by His judgment, by His word, brings forward what is within in a living way outside externals. 

    AHSAre you referring to the sword in connection with the word? 

    WJHYes. Solomon says, Bring me a sword. The apostle makes clear what that is; the word of God is sharper than any two-edged sword, and it pierces what is inside, and as we approach the thought of having a part in the house of God, we must be prepared for His word to search us and bring out what is within. 

    RHVAIs there a moral connection in what you are now bringing before us with what we had this morning? Does the judgment of Joab, Shimei and the others prepare the way for the operations of the work of God? 

    WJHQuite so. For the house of the living God is in view. What is merely formal and external but dead is worthless in the house of God. So we need to face the word of God to bring out what there is within, that is, where there is life and living affections. However much under reproach, because of our past history, what Solomon is looking for is what is living. For a living dog is better than a dead lion, Ecclesiastes 9: 4. These women might be regarded as dogs, but one of them is a living dog with living affections and she is better than a dead lion; Solomon discloses by his word that she has living affections in her soul and as such she is serviceable to the house of God. 

    JDUSo it goes back to the scripture quoted this morning If any one love me, John 14: 23. 

    WJHAnd love would always seek to preserve life. The other woman does not care because she does not love; she is quite willing for the other child to be cut in two; but where there are living affections they find expression in suffering. 

    JDUPrepared for any sacrifice? 

    WJHYes, even to giving up her own child to another if life could be saved. 

    RHVADoes the child represent Christ as held in the incorruptible affections of the soul? 

    WJHWell, I would rather say that, in the setting it is in, it represents living material for the living house. What Solomon really has in view typically is the house of the living God and one of these women will sacrifice anything to have living material preserved. 

    GAvSDoes the matter then represent the exercises in a locality for the preservation of life, even though it might involve the sacrifice of ease and comfort, and perhaps the object of its affections might be lost to it? 

    WJHQuite so. The position is remarkable coming in at this juncture, the past of the woman is not ignored and brings before us what marked us in the past, like the Lord being in the house of Simon the leper; the Spirit of God does not hide it, yet becoming serviceable by the activity of living affections sacrificing to preserve life. 

    CDAnd it is the word of the king that brings it to light. 

    WJHThere is power in the word of the king; like the word of God which pierces to dividing between soul and spirit, and joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. So that as we approach the subject of the house of God, we have to face the word of God, for in His house is the oracle where God speaks. 

    WGWould what we speak of as care enter into this in relation to God, the way in which care is carried out, readiness to sacrifice? She cared for the living child. 

    WJHI think so. We often have to have our affections stirred for the preservation of what is living. 

    EBMcCIn adjudicating would you say the spirit of a little child enters into it, that would be the proper attitude? 

    WJHYes. The potentialities in a little child who can tell? For a little child is going to lead the various features of the work of God in a coming day  A little child shall lead them, Isaiah 11: 6, referring to the various animals that Solomon speaks of. 

    EBMcCSo that having the spirit of a little child you would naturally care for life. 

    WJHThe Lord took a little child and said, and whosoever shall receive one such little child in my name receives me, Matthew 18: 5. There is a correspondence between Christ and a little child. 

    ABJIs it not essential to see that in no other way and in no other place could this matter have been settled? Is not every matter to be solved in the presence of the king? 

    In the sixteenth verse they came to the king and stood before him. 

    WJHYou cannot judge by externals. There are no means to judge by externals, one persons word against anothers, but bring the matter into the presence of Christ and His word looks beyond externals. 

    CDIt brings to light the inwards. 

    WJHSo if we are going to reach this great thought we must be prepared to have the Lord look inside; Gods house and Gods presence, is a very searching matter. Not a question now of our acts as in Joabs and Shimeis cases, but the searching eye of Christ taking account as to how far we have living affections for His interests. 

    JSBIn contrast to what we were speaking about this morning as to what was hard and envious, the motive for the preservation of what is living is seen here to be love; the inward affections of this woman were moved to preserve life, Love never fails, 1 Corinthians 13: 8. 

    WJHBears all things, 1 Corinthians 13: 7. This woman was prepared to bear a most terrible situation that her own child should pass into the care of another rather than the child should die; indicating that what is living will bear sacrifice to preserve life. 

    WGSolomons wisdom is excellent in the way he brings out the affections in the mother and discloses the true relationship. 

    WJHThe word of the king  it brought out where life is. In a case of judgment when the Lord speaks He will bring out where life is, where there is anything to be preserved. 

    GAvSDo we cultivate interest and affection in every manifestation of spiritual life in the Christian circle? 

    WJHThat is it exactly. Take the children and young people growing up amongst us; we should be prepared to make great sacrifices that they should not be engulfed or destroyed by the callousness of the present day. The next chapter we read develops that further in what Solomon opens up, he speaks of trees from the cedar to the hyssop, and he speaks of cattle and of birds and creeping things and fishes, disclosing his valuation of the work of God in its various forms. All that precedes the building of the house. 

    QuesThe maternal element amongst us is of great importance in that respect, is it not? I was thinking of the maternal affection being brought to light; there is the maternal side of care. 

    WJHA very great side and we want the Lord to search us as to whether we have got it or whether we are going on formally as to our care meetings and assembly meetings, or whether there is the mother heart behind it all. 

    CDPrepared to sacrifice would be the test of that as with Moses mother. 

    WJHQuite so. It must have broken her heart to take Moses and put him in the ark in the river by the bank, but her object was to preserve him for God. 

    CDThat is the test of reality instead of formality. 

    WJHI feel we want to take that to heart in facing difficult matters, whether there are these feelings of living affections or whether it is just a matter of bringing the sword and cutting the child in two, and there is an end to the matter. 

    QuesOr even conforming to what is outwardly right. 

    WJHQuite so. That is the point for us to see  the word of God  a sword such as that is. I believe if we would face the fact that God is speaking and let Him search us; it would promote the living condition, whether in prayer or praise or thanksgiving, for He is the living God. 

    JSBYou spoke of what is potential in a child. Moses as a child was beautiful, we need spiritual sight to see beauty in the children of God. 

    WJHI am sure that is right, but by the action of some parents you would wonder whether they value the child at all for God; Moses parents hid him as long as they could, but when they could not hide him they prepared an ark and put it in the sedge by the bank of the river; they did not put their child right out in the stream as some parents do, but they put him into the minimum of it, not the maximum, for they wanted him for God. 

    JDUIs that not where the passover comes in, a lamb for an house, we shelter our households? 

    WJHQuite so. The firstborn child in that house would have particular attachment for that lamb. 

    JDUThe protection in that way of what is for God as seen in the firstborn. 

    WJHWe have had some heart-breaking experiences of parents pushing their children into the stream as if they did not value them potentially for God, so that they have been swept away in the great current of Egypts river. Moses parents put him among the sedge in the border of the stream. 

    EBMcCTimothy was brought up in a right way; as a child he knew the scriptures, able to make him wise unto salvation. 

    WJHVery good. What is instilled into Moses from his birth is the acceptance of being hidden. For three months while he is entirely under his parents care they hid him. He is hidden from his birth and all the way through. If we could instil into our children that they are not for this world, they are hidden here, in the first three months of their spiritual history, they would never depart from this. 

    QuesWould you attach some importance to taking account of spiritual life and interest in any person who comes under the power of the word of God? 

    WJHThat is the point here, that this mother would save the life, that is her objective at all costs. 

    GAvSIs that the care and solicitude of those in whose care the child is? 

    WJHThe apostle speaks of Jerusalem above being our mother, Galatians 4: 26. 

    QuesYou spoke of being hidden for three months by the parents. Does what you refer to come out in relation to the preaching of the gospel also. God saving souls to hide them? 

    WJHThe hidden position is the position for all of us, but if it is not brought into our souls when we are young it seldom gets in at all. When the Lord found what He valued He hid it. 

    GAvSWe see that in active exercises in the government of a country, how most of the laws of that country are directed towards making provision for the preservation of those who are young and unable yet to guard themselves against the great dangers which surround them, and I suppose that is just as true in the commonwealth of God as in the commonwealth of a nation. 

    WJHThis mother would look at her child like that  the possibilities in view of Solomons kingdom and Solomons work  Solomon is on the throne and he is going to build a house that is exceeding magnifical. 

    QuesTo be an element in it? 

    WJHThat is what she rightly would look for. 

    ABJThis child would take a right account of himself later on, he would owe his life and existence to this word that came from Solomon. 

    WJHIndeed, we are born again by the word of God says Peter, and we live by every word of God; and as this child grew up and understood that he owed his life to the word of Solomon, every word of Solomon would have weight with him. This brings us to the next chapter. 

    GAvSIs Pauls solicitude for Timothy of a similar character? 

    WJHAnd found more clearly still in Onesimus, how anxious Paul was; so much so that he wrote a special epistle to Philemon that the child begotten in his bonds should not be injured. 

    EBMcCThe maternal side comes to light, and the Lord places the child where it gets proper care. 

    JDUI suppose here we would be encouraged to sacrifice the natural whatever that may cost us? 

    WJHThat is how life is preserved. She is prepared to sacrifice what she would naturally claim, for the preservation of life. 

    EBMcCThe Lord sees she gets the living child. The young man in Luke is given to his mother. 

    WJHYes ... What I had in mind more than the child itself  was that we should have to do with the Lord who searches our innermost hearts, and thoughts and feelings, and thus we are on the way to the house of God. 

    GAvSIn regard to wisdom in the passage at the end of the fourth chapter, is this wisdom of such a character that it covers everything in earth, air and water? 

    WJHIn wisdom hast thou made them all, Psalm 104: 24, it says. Wisdom is in every sphere of Gods activities. God gave Solomon wisdom and largeness of heart  that is a great matter. Largeness of heart  immense affection  complete with the wisdom so that he has a heart that can think of every feature of the work of God. Having got that, he speaks three thousand proverbs, which I think means that there is a word of wisdom from Solomon for every matter that ever arises. The three thousand will cover every matter. There is far more than the actual Book of Proverbs, there is the living word as well as the literal scripture. 

    JDUThe application by the Spirit of the written word perhaps? 

    WJHNever outside the boundary of scripture; yet you have to get to Solomon to find these three thousand proverbs and with such a range of them you do not know what He will use. 

    GAvSWith Christ there is power to deal with every possible situation that could arise. 

    WJHJudgment is to begin at the house of God, that is what Solomon has in view, 

    the house of God being there, judgment is there, these three thousand proverbs are for judgment, to know what ought to be done in every circumstance. 

    QuesSo that He may apply a scripture which has never been used before? 

    WJHWhich is very testing. 

    JWHDo you suggest that the three thousand proverbs are for the working out of judgment in detail? 

    WJHQuite. The general position is that the Lord will recognise living affections, but then in the question of judgment He has a word of wisdom for every matter; the range of wisdom under His hand is expressed in the three thousand proverbs, and He has a word of wisdom for every situation. 

    ABJIn the thirtieth and thirty-first verses, all human wisdom disappears before the true Solomons wisdom? 

    WJHThat is interesting. Various characters of wisdom are referred to. The sons of the east, but Solomon is wiser than they are! There are persons that go back to the religious traditions of men. There is the wisdom of Egypt, of this world. There are brethren who have helped us in the past, grandsons of Jacob may be. We might look up their writings to get a proverb for the situation, but that is not the way at all. 

    WGThe scripture says he spoke of them, not wrote of them, would that bring in the presence of Christ? 

    WJHThat is so. We are approaching the house of the living God, there are living expressions and living wisdom from the mouth of Solomon. 

    HSEthan and Heman wrote psalms. 

    WJHEthan the Ezrahite thought very highly of David. Solomon is wiser than he, however much we may value Ethan. The other three may be grandsons of Jacob and belong to the past. What is the proverb that Solomon will say now, is in view in an assembly meeting and it is very testing as to whether we are with Solomon. What we did in an apparently similar case weeks before or years before is not to guide now. 

    QuesThese men would speak from their experience: Solomon has the word from God to meet every situation, it is not a matter of past experience. 

    WJHThe apostle in the Corinthians says, Thus there is not a wise person among you, 1 Corinthians 6: 5. We do not despise these serviceable brethren, whether living or gone, but what we want in a difficult situation is a proverb that Solomon speaks. 

    CBIs there any wisdom apart from Solomon? 

    WJHWell there is the wisdom of the world which comes to nought and there is the wisdom from beneath too. 

    CBWith all this available wisdom, how is it that we so often miss the point? 

    WJHIt is a question as to whether things are living with us, we never miss the proverb if we are livingly in touch with Solomon, in living affection. 

    GAvSWould the wisdom come out in the application of the proverb? In any given situation the wisdom that brings the word of Christ to bear upon it would be the proverb for the occasion? 

    WJHI suppose that three thousand would cover all the moral questions that would ever arise, there is a proverb for each one. 

    CDIt is a matter of what he spoke, not a question of what others say, but rather the true Solomon, it is what He says that counts and what we wait for and listen for. 

    WJHThat is what you get in the house of God. The time has come for judgment to begin from the house of God. 

    HCWe often quote what valued brethren say believing Christ is speaking through such. 

    WJHThe Spirit of God conveys what Christ says through vessels. Christ is not actually here physically, but He is Son over Gods house and He does speak and we are to discern His voice. 

    EBMcCHe credits the assembly with having those proverbs. 

    WJHHow testing as to whether we are near enough to Him to get the proverb for the occasion, or whether we look up to see what Mahol said. 

    QuesThen there is the testing as to whether we have discernment to accept it. 

    WJHThat is what is so searching. 

    HSIn connection with the morning meeting, there is nothing mystical about getting the song from the mouth of Solomon. 

    WJHIf indeed we should be near enough to get it and dependent enough ... Solomon has the house of God in view in all this, first his proverbs to order and adjust things according to divine wisdom and then these thousand and five songs. 

    CDThe proverbs would put us in tune for the song. 

    ABJThe right use of these proverbs in solving matters would mean unity? 

    WJHQuite so. It would adjust us in every moral question so that things are right according to divine wisdom; but what is next in view is the praise of God; there is a great range in that, a thousand and five. 

    EBMcCWhy a thousand and five? 

    WJHI do not know. The only thing I would say is that there is a vast range of living praise to be maintained by the true Solomon, not one note or one song, but a thousand and five songs. 

    EBMcCDo you think it begins at the weakest and increases one hundredfold? 

    WJHQuite so. But we come together under the Son over Gods house. What song will He sing? He has a thousand and five to select from. 

    CBOnly one song is recorded. 

    WJHQuite so. Who knows when the saints come together what song the true Solomon will take up? We used to see brothers come with their hymnbooks turned down. 

    JDUI was thinking of young brothers that we long to see taking part in these songs. What is necessary with them is life, if they were living they would be available. 

    WJHThe Lord might choose any of them to introduce one of these songs  the songs of Zion they may be called. 

    GAvSAre the songs only in the hymn book? 

    WJHSinging and chanting with your heart to the Lord, Ephesians 5: 19  not with your hymn book. The Lord might use the hymn book, but it is a question of what is in the heart. 

    JDUThe thing with us is to see that we are living and then we are ready for any one of the thousand and five. 

    WJHThe Lord would help us and is helping us to recognise that if these living affections are with us, and if there is matter of discernment and judgment, there is a word  a proverb from the mouth of Solomon. He would select one for the occasion. If it is a question of the service of God in praise, there is a living song which He will lead the saints to sing. 

    WGWould the proverb be limited to judgment? 

    WJHA proverb is a word of wisdom when it is needed for any matter. 

    WGWould you help us as to the giving out of hymns? 

    WJHIt is only in wisdom they can be used. Take such a proverb as God is in the heavens and thou upon earth, therefore let thy words be few, Ecclesiastes 5: 2. That is a word that needs to be listened to from the mouth of Solomon, specially in the prayer meetings. We cannot help one another except as things are living. You cannot draw up anything for the service of God, there is no schedule, there are a thousand and five songs, and you never know what one Solomon will select. It is really how far we are in touch with Christ. 

    WHDo you think if we apprehended the Lord in connection with the three thousand proverbs, we would be drawing from the Head in such a way as to be intelligent as to what is given expression to? 

    WJHYes, I do. 

    CBTell us why that one song is recorded. 

    WJHIt is called the Song of Songs. I suppose it is the greatest of all of them, whether applied to Israel or to the assembly. There are many other notes that Solomon may strike at times, and we are dependent upon Him for that. 

    GAvSAre they included in what Paul says Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs? Ephesians 5: 19. 

    WJHQuite so. The Songs of Zion are referred to in Scripture  they are all in that book. 

    JNGWhy Songs with Solomon, and Psalms largely with David? 

    WJHHe is the sweet Psalmist of Israel, and a psalm has to do with experience with God, but a song has to do with joy in the heart God-ward, and God delights in such songs. I do not know that I can say much about the difference. 

    JSBIn the preservation of that which is living you have touched upon the meetings for prayer, and reference to our words being few. If we are given to prayer at very great length, can that make for preservation of what is living if there is that which is wearying to the saints? We speak practically. 

    WJHIf we turn to the Lord about that, we will find He has a proverb to put us right, and there is a proverb that tells us what is suitable if we will only listen. Solomons prayer that follows is the longest prayer in scripture, and can be read deliberately and reverently in seven minutes. It covers the greatest range that our minds can take in. 

    WGThe prayer that is livingly in connection with the house of God usually holds the saints. 

    WJHWell, if we have as much real exercise as Solomons we might sustain public prayer for seven minutes. There is no prayer other than the Lords equal to it! ... We might pass on to this next point in the same connection. Solomon spoke of trees from the cedar tree that is on Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall. Then he spoke of cattle, and he spoke of fowls and he spoke of creeping things, and of fishes. I believe all this would help us to value the work of God in view of the house of God, for in Gods house there is a place for every feature of divine workmanship. 

    EAKWould you connect this scripture with the sheet that comes down from heaven in the Acts, where similar things were spoken of? 

    WJHYes, only this is much wider. Solomon spoke of trees. There were no trees in that sheet, there were no fishes. I think the meaning of it is that approaching the subject of the house of God. Solomon would teach us to value any feature of the work of God in one another. 

    RHVAEvery whit utters His praise. 

    WJHEvery whit  quite so. 

    JDUIs that the thought of the hyssop  no matter how small? 

    WJHYes. What it must have been to hear Solomon speak about the feature of Gods work in a cedar, and in an oak, and in a palm, and in an olive tree, and in a vine, and he comes right down to the hyssop that springs out of the wall. So that everyone would value these plants as never before. 

    EMDoes that apply to one seeking fellowship? 

    WJHIndeed it applies in our attitude towards the work of God in every way. That you do not despise Gods work  you value it. It may be small like the hyssop or great like the cedar, but whatever feature it bears, it is the work of God and Solomon has something to say about it, for he values it. 

    CDHe has taken account of everything in Gods work, so that he speaks of them all. Every creature came under his notice and he has something to say about it. 

    WJHHe spoke of these things ... All these things are living. They are trees that he spoke about, not timber simply. 

    GAvSWould the spiritual key be, For thy will they were, and they have been created? Revelation 4: 11. 

    WJHThat is what the elders know. They know that everything was made for the pleasure of God, to express something of Christ. 

    CBWas Paul valuing the hyssop? He says the weakest is necessary. 

    WJHYes, the weak brother for whom Christ died. Christ values such, though he may be like hyssop that springs out from the wall. 

    RHVAIs not there a blessed sign that it was used to sprinkle the blood on the lintel? 

    WJHYes, though small it was serviceable. 

    JDULess than the least of all saints, Ephesians 3: 8. 

    WJHIt means, I think, to get the gain of hyssop we must be small. Indeed hyssop is the means of cleansing. The Psalmist says Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean, Psalm 51: 7. Coming down to the thought of hyssop is the divine way of cleansing. The fig tree or the cedar or the palm, all have features of Gods work, but if we want to be cleansed it is by way of the hyssop. 

    WGThe trees of the Lord are full of sap. 

    WJHThe word there is The trees of Jehovah are satisfied, Psalm 104: 16. Every tree of the Lord is satisfied to grow in his own place, and fill his own part. You have never heard of a cedar wanting to be a vine, his service is prescribed for him and he is satisfied. Solomon has something to say about every feature of the work of God and the necessity for it amongst His people. 

    GAvSThe spiritual value of the work of God, so that they are spread abroad and appreciated. 

    WJHI have no doubt every item listed here is descriptive in some way of the work of Christ. If you want to see the true Cedar, go to Him; if you want to see the true Hyssop, you go to Bethlehem or Calvary. If you want to see any feature of the beasts that are clean you see it in Christ, the ox and the lamb and the goat and the lion, all these features of the work of God are seen in Christ; but Solomon would help us to value them as seen in one another. 

    CDAll the way through it is an important matter to hear what the King has to say, whether in regard to the living child or the mother, or the proverbs or the songs, or as to the vast range of the work of God. 

    WJHThat is important. That touches our readings and meetings for ministry. What will Solomon say, he has all this range before him and he has something to say, what will he say today? 

    JDUDoes that apply when seeking to distinguish where the work of God is in one who comes to the meeting for the first time? 

    WJHExactly. If you could see things as the Lord sees them you might speak to him about the lamb, or about the lion, it depends upon what is suitable for the moment, what he may need is preparedness to suffer, what he may need is courage to face an issue that God has brought to his door. 

    JDUThere are the unclean elements  the creeping things? 

    WJHWell Solomon no doubt had something to say about these which would be very extensive, how he would bring home what man is in himself, his own nothingness  thou worm Jacob, Isaiah 41: 14. What Solomon could open up as to this line! 

    GAvSHow do we speak of fishes? 

    WJHI think the fishes speak of the reserves that God has under His control. The sea contains living things innumerable. The reserves of divine resources are unlimited. 

    JDUDo you link these with what we have in Leviticus? 

    WJHQuite so. Solomon would help us to understand what is clean and what is not. 

    JDUOne has been feeling the importance of that book, very greatly, in connection with things in the house of God. 

    WJHI have: no doubt in the wisdom that God gave Solomon he would open out the chapters in Leviticus in connection with the creeping things so that we might understand what God meant by these things. 

    The house of God is to be a house of prayer for all nations, and so you find a little later on the Queen of Sheba comes up to hear this wisdom; there is a place where matters come up to be solved and where the light can be reached. 

    ABJSo that if we are in the good of that it will radiate and others will come into blessing? 

    WJHThat is what is in view. 

    C.B. Is that testimony? 

    WJHYes, God who desires that all men should be saved, 1 Timothy 2: 4, as the apostle says in Timothy as to the house of God. 

    RHVAIs there any connection between this and the second of Colossians, the mystery, in which are hidden the treasures of wisdom and knowledge? 

    WJHI think that is very good in connection with what we have had, behind all these features in the physical creation there lie typically the treasures of the house. Solomon opens that out in all that he has to say. Ministry is largely to help us to locate features of Christ and value them and make use of them. 

    WHAre you suggesting that ministry allows for the true Solomon to speak today? 

    WJHThat is it, to tell us about oaks and cedars and doves and eagles wings, indeed all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
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    THE HOUSE OF GOD IN CONNECTION WITH THE KINGDOM (CAC 18)

    1 Kings 4:24, 25; 1 Kings 5:1 - 5; 1 Kings 6:1 - 7

    I desire to speak a little tonight about the House of God in connection with the kingdom. This looks on, in great measure, to a day that is yet to come, but there is much in it of present value for our instruction. 

    The tabernacle was movable and provisional. It was intended to be carried about, and was only for the time. It did not represent an established or permanent order of things. The house, properly speaking, could not be built until the kingdom was established. When the kingdom was established and mount Zion secured under David the house came distinctly in view. In Psalm 78: 68 - 70 we may see the connection between Gods choice of David and of mount Zion and the building of His sanctuary. Jehovah dwelt in Zion as the rest of the kingdom (see Psalm 132: 13, 14), and this prepared the way for His sanctuary to be built by Solomon. 

    The effect of the kingdom being established in the hands of David was that the people were delivered from every enemy. Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree. Jehovah put all the enemies under the soles of Davids feet, so that when Solomon came to the throne he could say, Jehovah my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent. 

    At the present moment the kingdom is not set up in public manifestation, but it has been established in the victorious power of grace. Christ  the true David  has laid low every enemy and silenced every foe. He has been made sin in order to put it away by the sacrifice of Himself, He has died for our sins, He has annulled death and him who had its power, He has redeemed from the curse those who were under it, He has spoiled principalities and powers, He has put all our spiritual enemies under the soles of His feet, so that we may have rest on every side. Through redemption the enemys power is completely broken. 

    Then, again, the effect of the kingdom being established was that the people were commanded and ordered according to the pleasure of God. You remember how it is said in the book of Judges, In those days there was no king in Israel every man did that which was right in his own eyes. God raised up saviours for the people in their distresses, but there was no king to order them according to Gods pleasure. The king was placed over the people to rule them for God. We read of Solomon that he was set on Jehovahs throne to be king for Jehovah his God (2 Chronicles 9: 8). Christ has that place for us now. Not that we know Him exactly as King  He is Lord to us  but I speak of the principle. The day of His glory here  of which Solomons reign was figurative  is yet future, but we sing oftentimes:  Christ of God, our souls confess Thee, 
King and sovereign even now! (464:4)
 

    It is a great thing to come under the control of that blessed One. He has established His right to control us by going into death for us. We must admit that He has a right to command and order us, and it is our happiness and security to be under His sway. We have no business now to do what is right in our own eyes. In the kingdom of God we are put under the blessed control of divine grace and love expressed in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may do what is right in the sight of God. 

    But what is all this in view of? If the king destroyed the enemies power, and controlled the people for Gods pleasure, it was all in view of the House of God being built. It is interesting to see that from the very beginning of Davids history he had the House of God before him. I think we may gather this from Psalm 132. In the time of Davids afflictions he devoted himself to find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob; and he says in verse 6, Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah; we found it in the fields of the wood. When he was living in Bethlehem and wandering in the fields  long before he came to the kingdom  the House of God was before him, and he came to the kingdom really to prepare for the building of the house. 

    In connection with this read 2 Samuel 5: 3 - 7; 2 Samuel 6: 12. Davids first act after being anointed king over Israel was to take the stronghold of Zion: the same is the city of David, and one of his next acts was to bring up the ark of God into the city of David with gladness. The LORD had chosen Zion; He had desired it for His habitation. He had said, This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it (Psalm 132: 13, 14). David acted in victorious power to secure the place that God had chosen, and then he brought the ark to rest there. Zion spoke of the victorious power and supremacy of David, and it represents all the grace and blessings that have been secured in a risen and ascended Christ on the ground of redemption. Gods purposes of grace had to be established in Christ risen and glorified on the basis of redemption before His house could be built. 

    It may seem in the actual history of things here as though the enemy held the field, and that nothing of Gods will was established. But as a matter of fact the enemys power is completely broken, and Gods purpose and grace are established in the most glorious way in Christ as the risen and exalted One. This is known by faith and in the Holy Ghost, so that it can be said to believers now, Ye are come unto mount Zion (Hebrews 12: 22). The House of God is built upon the impregnable basis of a victory which has broken the enemys power, and a Person who has annulled death and brought life and incorruptibility to light, One in whom Gods purpose and grace are established  Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

    David thought and wrought from the very beginning in view of the House of God, and in this he was a type of Christ. Christ came here to secure a place and material for Gods house. He secured a company in order to make them living stones for Gods spiritual house. Then He accomplished redemption, and went to the right hand of God, in order that the Spirit might be given to those who believed, and that they might thus become Gods dwelling place here. 

    It is well to note that when the ark was brought to the city of David there was gladness, and the people had a good time (see 2 Samuel 6: 18, 19). They were caring that God should have His place, and the result was that they were blessed and enriched. If we want to have a good time we must be like David, who said, I have set my affection to the house of my God (1 Chronicles 29: 3). If we do so we are sure to have prosperity of soul. 

    In 1 Chronicles 22: 7 - 10 we see that it was in Davids mind to build the house, but he was not suffered to do so because he had shed much blood upon the earth. This is an interesting scripture, because it points to a distinction between two characters which are united in Christ. Christ is the Man of war and the Man of rest and peace  He is the true David and the true Solomon. David came in victorious power to meet and destroy every enemy, and Christ has taken up this character  He has maintained all the rights of God with regard to sin, and in view of the blessing of man Then Solomon [peaceable] was a man of rest, and in his day God gave peace and quietness. Christ is now in the blessed peace of resurrection, having vanquished every foe. As the risen One He said to His disciples, Peace be unto you. No disturbing element can ever reach the shore of resurrection. There is rest on every side, and neither adversary nor evil occurrent. 

    One might say that typically David was the king of righteousness, and Solomon the king of peace. Both are united in Melchisedec  figure of Christ as the One who shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne (Zechariah 6: 13). In a coming day Christ will be the King of righteousness and the King of peace, and in connection with Him the millennial temple will be built, the glory will be brought in, and everything on earth will be ordered for the pleasure of God. But in a certain way, as I have suggested, we know Him in these characters now  as the true David who in the victorious power of grace has put every foe beneath His feet so that there might be full blessing for all who believe on His Name, and as the true Solomon in the blessed rest and peace of resurrection. These things are hinted at in picture in the Old Testament; we enter by faith and in the Spirit into the reality of them now; and in a quickly coming day they will be publicly displayed in power and glory. 

    It was reserved to Solomon to build the house, but David was the one who secured the place for it, and who provided the material. He could say, Now, behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the house of the LORD an hundred thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and iron without weight; for it is in abundance: timber also and stone have I prepared. David secured the kingdom when he took Zion, and then all through his reign he was providing for the house  treasuring the spoils of forty victorious years to that blessed end. It suggests to me that all the fruit and spoil of Christs victory, and all that has accrued to Him as the exalted One, goes to enrich and beautify the House of God. In that way the kingdom contributes to the house. 

    Then towards the end of Davids life he discerned the place for the altar of burnt offering. Read 1 Chronicles 22: 1. 

    The circumstances were most solemn and striking. David had sinned in numbering the people, and a plague from Jehovah was upon Israel. Everything on the line of mans responsibility had entirely broken down, and the unhappy king could only plead his own guilt and pray that Gods hand might be upon him and his fathers house, and not upon the people. It was then that in blessed grace and sovereign mercy he was commanded to set up an altar to Jehovah in the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, and Jehovah answered him there by fire, and bade the angel put up his sword again into the sheath thereof. Then David said, This is the house of the LORD GOD, and this is the altar of the burnt offering for Israel. It was the place of grace and love and sovereign mercy when human failure was complete and on mans side everything was forfeited. The house as built by Solomon did not therefore stand connected with mans ruin and failure. That failure was indeed complete, but on the ground of the burnt offering God came out in supreme grace and mercy and made choice of a place where He might dwell in blessing amongst His people. 

    I desire now to point out one or two things in connection with the temple which had no place in connection with the tabernacle. The temple adds considerably to our conception of the House of God, for in connection with the temple we get the thought of Gods house as a dwelling place for men. In the tabernacle there was no provision for men to dwell in Gods house  there was not even a seat there for the priests. But in the temple there were chambers (see 1 Kings 6: 5, 10), which suggest the thought of men dwelling in the House of God. That house was not only to be a place of approach to God, but a dwelling place for men. I need not remind you how often this thought is taken up in the Psalms. I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever (Psalm 23: 6); One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty [graciousness] of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple (Psalm 27: 4); Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts; we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple (Psalm 65: 4); Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee (Psalm 84: 4). 

    I have no doubt that the Lord made reference to the chambers of the temple when He said, In my Fathers house are many mansions [abodes]: if it were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also (John 14: 2, 3). The Lord turned from the place on which the dark night of His rejection and death was settling down to speak of His Fathers house, and a dwelling place there for His own. He would have companions in the home circle of divine love! He came here to secure those who should be His companions in the blessed abodes of His Fathers house. As we trace His holy pathway through this gospel we see how He secured them. It was by superseding everything else in the estimation of their hearts. He was here as the great Object and Centre to which the Father was drawing men. See John 6: 44, 45. 

    Everything that had attractiveness or dignity in the estimation of pious people, or that was entitled to their veneration, was eclipsed by the Son of God. Moses was a great figure before the mind of the Jew  and rightly so  but he was put in the shade by Christ. The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ (John 1: 17). John the Baptist was a remarkable servant of God, and esteemed to be such by the pious, but he spoke of Christ as One whose shoes latchet he was not worthy to unloose (John 1: 27). The temple is seen to be only a figure of Christ as the true Shrine of divine glory (John 2: 21). 

    Jacobs well  a great object of regard to the people of Samaria  was superseded by Christ; He could give.living water (John 4). The pool of Bethesda with its miraculous healing was a striking witness in the midst of all the failure that Gods mercy endured for ever, but Christ was greater and better than the pool, for He could make whole one who was not able to benefit by the pool (John 5). Christ was superior to the manna (John 6: 49, 50), and He was superior to the feast of tabernacles, the greatest feast of the Jewish year (John 7). In John 10 as the Shepherd He displaces the fold  the whole organised system of Judaism. Everything that was in any way entitled to have place in the hearts of the people was excelled and displaced by Christ. Then in chapters 11 and 12 we see Him in His own proper greatness and glory. As Son of God He raises Lazarus, as Son of David He rides into Jerusalem, and as Son of man is glorified by going into death that He may not abide alone. He displaces every other object for those taught by the Father that He may hold their hearts entirely for Himself by His own mighty attraction. God ministers Him to us now by the Holy Ghost that everything else may be put in the background for our hearts. God is working to this end, and in this way is securing companions for His Son in the many abodes of His house. 

    The disciples who were drawn to Christ when He was here gained nothing as to this world. In following Him they came under the shadow of death, and became heirs of reproach and hatred. Instead of coming into the light of the day of His glory they entered the dark shadows of a night which reached its deepest gloom in the garden and at the cross. How solemnly suggestive are those words in John 13: 30  It was night! But in that dark moment the Lord took occasion to speak to them of a new place in His Fathers house. He said, I go to prepare a place for you. It was necessary for Him to pass out of this world through death in order that we might have a place of association with Him in the Fathers love. Of course we shall not actually be in that blessed place until we are with and like Him in bodies of glory. But His going through death to the Father has prepared a place there for us. Hence in resurrection He could say Go to my brethren, and say unto them; I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God and your God. What marvellous grace and love! He has secured companions for Himself in the chambers of His Fathers house. Our place is there, and it is our privilege to be in spirit there already. 

    When the house was built, and the ark and holy vessels brought up into it, the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD (1 Kings 8: 10, 11). And when we consider the Fathers house of John 14 we find that glory dwells there. The Fathers house is where the Son is, and He says, Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world (John 17: 24). That is the glory which fills the house. Of old, the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; the glory absolutely excluded man in the flesh. But now we find a blessed company secured by divine love and in divine righteousness able to behold the glory without a veil. The glory that the Father has given to the Son is infinitely great. It is nothing less than the glory of giving effect to all the counsels of divine love. The accomplishment of all the unnumbered thoughts of blessing and grace that filled the heart of God before the foundation of the world  of all the holy counsels which originated in the Father  has been entrusted to the Son; and this is the distinctive glory of the Son given to Him by the Father who loved Him from eternity. It is the glory of the Son to bring out and establish the glory of the Father in the fulfilment of all the purposes of His love. That glory fills the abodes 

    of the Fathers house, and we are brought there to behold the Father glorified in the Son. Christs brethren are the companions of His rejection and reproach in this world, but they are also His companions in the circle of ineffable rest and love where He is with the Father, and where His glory appears. I repeat, we are not there actually yet, but in spirit it is our privilege to taste the holy joy of being brought by the Son into the chambers of the Fathers house. 

    Great is our privilege as called to be dwellers in Gods house. We behold there the beauty [graciousness] of the Lord (Psalm 27:4), and we get the consciousness that His place is our place. We have not only a way of approach, but a home  a dwelling place. Christs place with His Father is ours  the home of our hearts  the place of our rest. The House of God is a place of satisfied desire, of freedom from care, and of continual praise (see Psalm 84:1 - 4). I should like the thought to be deepened in our hearts that we have a place in Gods house  in the circle where His love and glory are known  that we may be drawn more in spirit to dwell there, so as to be still praising Him. 

    This brings me to another thing in which the temple suggests more than the tabernacle. We read in 1 Chronicles 25: 6 of many of the Levites who were under the hands of their father for song in the house of the LORD with cymbals, psalteries, and harps, for the service of the house of God, according to the kings order to Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman. There was no song in connection with the tabernacle. The Levites had to carry the tabernacle and the holy vessels. What was typified in this still continues concurrently with the privileges of the house. That is, we have to bear the burden of the testimony of the Lord with all its afflictions in this world. If people think they can serve God without having some burden to carry they are mistaken. There is divine resource and power to carry what is of God in testimony through the world, but it is well rightly to estimate the seriousness of being Gods servants here. 

    In 1 Chronicles 25 we find the three families of the Levites  Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun belonged to the three different families  no longer bearing the burden but raising the song. In figure we may say they had reached the favoured hour when their toil was over, and they could happily and restfully raise their song in the House of the LORD. No doubt this anticipates the day of glory, but there is a sense in which our hearts may know something of it even now. It is possible to retire from the pressure and contrariety of the wilderness, and even from the bearing of burdens in service and testimony here, and to reach a spot in spirit where we can sing as those who participate in the fatness, blessedness, and joy of Gods house. If we come under the influence and into the rest of divine love there cannot fail to be a responsive song in our hearts. If the Lord says, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, He also says, In the midst of the assembly will I sing praise unto thee. According to Gods Name so is His praise (see Psalm 48: 10). 

    No doubt there is a day coming when all this will be realised in a wonderful way, when the blessedness of Gods house will be the joy of Israel and of the millennial earth. But there is even now what answers to it in a spiritual way. The kingdom of God has been established in Christ at the right hand of God, and in the power of the Spirit down here, and consequent upon this the House of God is here. May we be divinely instructed as to the blessed service and privilege of that house! 

  
    THE HOUSE OF GOD IN CONNECTION WITH THE KINGDOM (NOTES OF AN ADDRESS) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 4: 24, 25; 1 Kings 5: 1 - 5; 1 Kings 6: 1 - 7

    I desire to speak a little tonight about the house of God in connection with the kingdom. This looks on, in great measure, to a day that is yet to come, but there is much in it of present value for our instruction. 

    The tabernacle was movable and provisional. It was intended to be carried about, and was only for the time. It did not represent an established or permanent order of things. The house, properly speaking, could not be built until the kingdom was established. When the kingdom was established and mount Zion secured under David the house came distinctly in view. In Psalm 78: 68 - 70 we may see the connection between Gods choice of David and of mount Zion and the building of His sanctuary. Jehovah dwelt in Zion as His rest for ever (see Psalm 132: 13, 14), and this prepared the way for His sanctuary to be built by Solomon. 

    The effect of the kingdom being established in the hands of David was that the people were delivered from every enemy. Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig-tree. Jehovah put all the enemies under the soles of Davids feet, so that when Solomon came to the throne he could say, Jehovah my God has given me rest on every side: there is neither adversary nor evil event. 

    At the present moment the kingdom is not set up in public manifestation, but it has been established in the victorious power of grace. Christ  the true David  has laid low every enemy and silenced every foe. He has been made sin in order to put it away by the sacrifice of Himself; He has died for our sins; He has annulled death and him who had its power; He has redeemed from the curse those who were under it; He has spoiled principalities and powers; He has put all our spiritual enemies under the soles of His feet, so that we may have rest on every side. Through redemption the enemys power is completely broken. 

    Then, again, the effect of the kingdom being established was that the people were commanded and ordered according to the pleasure of God. You remember how it is said in the book of judges, In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. God raised up saviours for the people in their distresses, but there was no king to order them according to Gods pleasure. The king was placed over the people to rule them for God. We read of Solomon that he was set on Jehovahs throne to be king to Jehovah his God (2 Chronicles 9: 8). Christ has that place for us now. Not that we know Him exactly as King  He is Lord to us  but I speak of the principle. The day of His glory here, of which Solomons reign was figurative, is yet future, but we sing oftentimes: 

    Christ of God, our souls confess Thee 
King and Sovereign even now.
 

    It is a great thing to come under the control of that blessed One. He has established His right to control us by going into death for us. We must admit that He has a right to command and order us and it is our happiness and security to be under His sway. We have no business now to do what is right in our own eyes. In the kingdom of God we are put under the blessed control of divine grace and love expressed in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may do what is right in the sight of God. 

    But what is all this in view of? If the king destroyed the enemys power and controlled the people for Gods pleasure it was all in view of the house of God being built. It is interesting to see that from the very beginning of Davids history he had the house of God before him. I think we may gather this from Psalm 132. In the time of Davids afflictions he devoted himself to find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob, and he says in verse 6, Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood. When he was living in Bethlehem and wandering in the fields  long before he came to the kingdom  the house of God was before him, and he came to the kingdom really to prepare for the building of the house. 

    In connection with this read 2 Samuel 5: 3 - 7; 2 Samuel 6: 12. Davids first act after being anointed king over Israel was to take the stronghold of Zion, which is the city of David, and one of his next acts was to bring up the ark of God into the city of David with joy. The Lord had chosen Zion; He had desired it for His habitation. He had said, This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have desired it, Psalm 132: 13, 14. David acted in victorious power to secure the place that God had chosen, and then he brought the ark to rest there. Zion spoke of the victorious power and supremacy of David and it represents all the grace and blessings that have been secured in a risen and ascended Christ on the ground of redemption. Gods purposes of grace had to be established in Christ risen and glorified on the basis of redemption before His house could be built. 

    It may seem in the actual history of things here as though the enemy held the field, and that nothing of Gods will was established. But as a matter of fact the enemys power is completely broken and Gods purpose and grace are established in the most glorious way in Christ as the risen and exalted One. This is known by faith and in the Holy Spirit, so that it can be said to believers now, Ye have come to mount Zion, Hebrews 12: 22. The house of God is built upon the impregnable basis of a victory which has broken the enemys power, and a Person who has annulled death and brought life and incorruptibility to light, One in whom Gods purpose and grace are established, Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

    David thought and wrought from the very beginning in view of the house of God, and in this he was a type of Christ. Christ came here to secure a place and material for Gods house. He secured a company in order to make them living stones for Gods spiritual house. Then He accomplished redemption, and went to the right hand of God in order that the Spirit might be given to those who believed and that they might thus become Gods dwelling-place here. 

    It is well to note that when the ark was brought to the city of David there was gladness, and the people had a good time (see 2 Samuel 6: 18, 19). They were caring that God should have His place, and the result was that they were blessed and enriched. If we want to have a good time we must be like David, who set his affection on the house of his God. If we do so we are sure to have prosperity of soul. 

    In 1 Chronicles 22: 7 - 10 we see that it was in Davids mind to build the house, but he was not suffered to do so because he had shed blood abundantly. This is an interesting scripture, because it points to a distinction between two characters which are united in Christ. Christ is the Man of war and the Man of rest and peace  He is the true David and the true Solomon. David came in victorious power to meet and destroy every enemy, and Christ has taken up this character; He has maintained all the rights of God with regard to sin, and in view of the blessing of man. Then Solomon (peaceable) was a man of rest, and in his day God gave peace and quietness. Christ is now in the blessed peace of resurrection, having vanquished every foe. As the risen One He said to His disciples, Peace be unto you. No disturbing element can ever reach the shore of resurrection. There is rest on every side, and neither adversary nor evil occurrent. 

    One might say that typically David was the king of righteousness, and Solomon the king of peace. Both are united in Melchisedec  figure of Christ as the One who shall build the temple of Jehovah; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne, Zechariah 6: 13. In a coming day Christ will be the King of righteousness and the King of peace, and in connection with Him the millennial temple will be built, the glory will be brought in, and everything on earth will be ordered for the pleasure of God. But in a certain way, as I have suggested, we know Him in these characters now  as the true David who in the victorious power of grace has put every foe beneath His feet so that there might be full blessing for all who believe on His name, and as the true Solomon in the blessed rest and peace of resurrection. These things are hinted at in picture in the Old Testament; we enter by faith and in the Spirit into the reality of them now; and in a quickly coming day they will be publicly displayed in power and glory. 

    It was reserved to Solomon to build the house, but David was the one who secured the place for it, and who provided the material. He could say, Behold, in my affliction I have prepared for the house of Jehovah a hundred thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and iron without weight, for it is in abundance; and timber and stone have I prepared, 1 Chronicles 22: 14. David secured the kingdom when he took Zion, and then all through his reign he was providing for the house, treasuring the spoils of forty victorious years to that blessed end. It suggests to me that all the fruit and spoil of Christs victory, and all that has accrued to Him as the exalted One, goes to enrich and beautify the house of God. In that way the kingdom contributes to the house. 

    Then towards the end of Davids life he discerned the place for the altar of burnt-offering. Read 1 Chronicles 22: 1. The circumstances were most solemn and striking: David had sinned in numbering the people and a plague from Jehovah was upon Israel. Everything on the line of mans responsibility had entirely broken down, and the unhappy king could only plead his own guilt and pray that Gods hand might be upon him and his fathers house and not upon the people. It was then that in blessed grace and sovereign mercy he was commanded to set up an altar to Jehovah in the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, and Jehovah answered him there by fire and bade the angel put up his sword again into the sheath thereof. And David said, This is the house of Jehovah Elohim, and this is the altar of burnt-offering for Israel. It was the place of grace and love and sovereign mercy when human failure was complete and on mans side everything was forfeited. The house as built by Solomon did not therefore stand connected with mans ruin and failure. That failure was indeed complete, but on the ground of the burnt-offering God came out in supreme grace and mercy and made choice of a place where He might dwell in blessing amongst His people. 

    I desire now to point out one or two things in connection with the temple which have no place in connection with the tabernacle. The temple adds considerably to our conception of the house of God for in connection with the temple we get the thought of Gods house as a dwelling place for men. In the tabernacle there was no provision for men to dwell in Gods house; there was not even a seat there for the priests. But in the temple there were chambers which suggest the thought of men dwelling in the house of God. That house was to be not only a place of approach to God but a dwelling place for men. I need not remind you how often this thought is taken up in the Psalms. I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days (Psalm 23: 6); One thing have I asked of Jehovah, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire of him in his temple (beauty may read graciousness), Psalm 27: 4. Again, Blessed is he whom thou choosest and causest to approach: he shall dwell in thy courts. We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, of thy holy temple (Psalm 65: 4) and Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be constantly praising thee, Psalm 84: 4. 

    I have no doubt that the Lord made reference to the chambers of the temple when He said, In my Fathers house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be, John 14: 2, 3. The Lord turned from the place on which the dark night of His rejection and death was settling down, to speak of His Fathers house and a dwelling there for His own. He would have companions in the home circle of divine love. He came here to secure those who should be His companions in the blessed abodes of His Fathers house. As we trace His holy pathway through this gospel we see how He secured them. It was by superseding everything else in the estimation of their hearts. He was here as the great Object and Centre to which the Father was drawing men (see John 6: 44, 45). 

    Everything that had attractiveness or dignity in the estimation of pious people, or that was entitled to their veneration, was eclipsed by the Son of God. Moses was a great figure before the mind of the Jew, and rightly so, but he was put in the shade by Christ. The law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ, John 1: 17. John the Baptist was a remarkable servant of God, and esteemed to be such by the pious, but he spoke of Christ as One whose shoes latchet he was not worthy to unloose, John 1: 27. The temple is seen to be only a figure of Christ as the true Shrine of divine glory (John 2: 21). Jacobs well, a great object of regard to the people of Samaria, was superseded by Christ; He could give living water (John 4). The pool of Bethesda with its miraculous healing was a striking witness in the midst of all the failure that Gods mercy endured for ever, but Christ was greater and better than the pool, for He could make whole one who was not able to benefit by the pool (John 5). Christ was superior to the manna (John 6: 49, 50), and He was superior to the feast of tabernacles, the greatest feast of the Jewish year (John 7). In John 10, as the Shepherd, He displaces the fold, the whole organised system of judaism. Everything that was in any way entitled to have place in the hearts of the people was excelled and displaced by Christ. Then in John 11 and 12 we see Him in His own proper greatness and glory: as Son of God He raises Lazarus, as Son of David He rides into Jerusalem, and as Son of man He is glorified by going into death that He may not abide alone. He displaces every other object for those taught by the Father that He may hold their hearts entirely for Himself by His own mighty attraction. God ministers Him to us now by the Holy Spirit that everything else may be put in the background for our hearts. God is working to this end, and in this way is securing companions for His Son in the many abodes of His house. 

    The disciples who were drawn to Christ when He was here gained nothing as to this world. In following Him they came under the shadow of death and became heirs of reproach and hatred. Instead of coming into the light of the day of His glory they entered the dark shadows of a night which reached its deepest gloom in the garden and at the cross. How solemnly suggestive are those words in John 13: 30, It was night! But in that dark moment the Lord took occasion to speak to them of a new place in His Fathers house. He said, I go to prepare you a place. It was necessary for Him to pass out of this world through death in order that we might have a place of association with Him in the Fathers love. Of course we shall not actually be in that blessed place until we are with and like Him in bodies of glory. But His going through death to the Father has prepared a place there for us. Hence in resurrection He could say Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God. What marvellous grace and love! He has secured companions for Himself in the chambers of His Fathers house. Our place is there, and it is our privilege to be in spirit there already. 

    When the house was built, and the ark and holy vessels were brought up into it, the cloud filled the house of Jehovah, 1 Kings 8: 10, 11. And when we consider the Fathers house of John 14 we find that glory dwells there. The Fathers house is where the Son is, and He says, Father, as to those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world, John 17: 24. That is the glory which fills the house. Of old, 

    the priests could not stand to do their service because of the cloud; the glory absolutely excluded man in the flesh. But now we find a blessed company secured by divine love and in divine righteousness able to behold the glory without a veil. The glory that the Father has given to the Son is infinitely great. It is nothing less than the glory of giving effect to all the counsels of divine love. The accomplishment of all the unnumbered thoughts of blessing and grace that filled the heart of God before the foundation of the world, of all the holy counsels which originated in the Father, has been entrusted to the Son; and this is the distinctive glory of the Son given to Him by the Father who loved Him from eternity. It is the glory of the Son to bring out and establish the glory of the Father in the fulfilment of all the purposes of His love. That glory fills the abodes of the Fathers house, and we are brought there to behold the Father glorified in the Son. Christs brethren are the companions of His rejection and reproach in this world, but they are also His companions in the circle of ineffable rest and love where He is with the Father, and where His glory appears. I repeat, we are not there actually yet, but in spirit it is our privilege to taste the holy joy of being brought by the Son into the chambers of the Fathers house. 

    Great is our privilege as called to be dwellers in Gods house. We behold there the beauty (graciousness) of the Lord (Psalm 27: 4), and we get the consciousness that His place is our place. We have not only a way of approach, but a home, a dwelling place. Christs place with His Father is ours, the home of our hearts, the place of our rest. The house of God is a place of satisfied desire, of freedom from care, and of continual praise (see Psalm 84: 1 - 4). 1 should like the thought to be deepened in our hearts that we have a place in Gods house, in the circle where His love and glory are known, that we may be drawn more in spirit to dwell there, so as to be still praising Him. 

    This brings me to another thing in which the temple suggests more than the tabernacle. We read in 1 Chronicles 25: 6 of many of the Levites who were under the hands of their fathers for song in the house of Jehovah, with cymbals, lutes and harps, for the service of the house of God, under the direction of the king. There was no song in connection with the tabernacle. The Levites had to carry the tabernacle and the holy vessels. What was typified in this still continues concurrently with the privileges of the house. That is, we have to bear the burden of the testimony of the Lord with all its afflictions in this world. If people think they can serve God without having some burden to carry they are mistaken. There is divine resource and power to carry what is of God in testimony through the world, but it is well rightly to estimate the seriousness of being Gods servants here. 

    In 1 Chronicles 25 we find the three families of the Levites (Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun belonged to the three different families) no longer bearing the burden but raising the song. In figure we may say they had reached the favoured hour when their toil was over and they could happily and restfully raise their song in the house of Jehovah. No doubt this anticipates the day of glory, but there is a sense in which our hearts may know something of it even now. It is possible to retire from the pressure and contrariety of the wilderness, and even from the bearing of burdens in service and testimony here, and to reach a spot in spirit where we can sing as those who participate in the fatness, blessedness, and joy of Gods house. If we come under the influence and into the rest of divine love there cannot fail to be a responsive song in our hearts. If the Lord says, I will declare thy name to my brethren, He also says, In the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises. According to Gods name so is His praise (see Psalm 48: 10). 

    No doubt there is a day coming when all this will be realised in a wonderful way, when the blessedness of Gods house will be the joy of Israel and of the millennial earth. But there is even now what answers to it in a spiritual way. The kingdom of God has been established in Christ at the right hand of God, and in the power of the Spirit down here, and consequent upon this the house of God is here. May we be divinely instructed as to the blessed service and privilege of that house! 

  
    THE KINGDOM (FER 13)

    1 Kings 4:1; 1 Kings 4:20-22; Romans 5

    Paul says we preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord, or as Lord; this is important to notice. The Lord Jesus Christ is a well-known name, but you may have a very poor sense of what the title Lord Jesus Christ really signifies. What is it that is connected with that title? I want to bring before you the kingdom of God, that is, Christ Jesus as Lord. Paul said, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God. The kingdom means very great gain for man; the beginning of Romans 5 brings to us the gain of the kingdom; gain in the present and gain in the future. 

    The kingdom is existing now, though in one sense it is future. The power and authority of God is known in the kingdom, so that a man may gain now the blessing of the kingdom. 1 Kings 4 shews the kingdom established in Solomons hands. Originally Saul was the king chosen of the people, but God took Saul away in His anger and brought in David, the man after His own heart, but the kingdom was established in Solomons hands. We see here the record of the brightest day in Israels history. Solomon had large dominion, God gave him power and glory. Israel had the advantage of Solomons wisdom as well as his greatness, and detail is given us of the order of the kingdom; the prophet and priest are seen there as well as the king. It was a day of security and blessing to Israel; every man sat under his own vine and under his fig tree. It is a picture of the kingdom; Solomon was beloved of God and was greatly endued with wisdom, and he executed right judgment in the midst of the people; but the kingdom under Solomon falls short in certain points. It was not a universal kingdom, other kingdoms existed at the same time; the kingdom was really only national; again, the kingdom had no power to do away with death. It did not bring in righteousness or forgiveness. The weakness of man is seen in that he is subject to death, whatever mans glory may be he is dust and returns to dust, even Solomon himself goes to the tomb of his fathers. Again, men were not content  discontent rules around, and death it is that swallows up all discontent. When sin came in Adam and Eve were discontented. When life is spoken of there is an end of discontent: he that believeth on Me shall never hunger or thirst. 

    In Solomons kingdom there was no real permanence and no universality, and death lay even upon Solomon. In contrast I want to present to you the kingdom of God. (Romans 4.) The kingdom means much gain to man; when Christ was here it was much gain to man. But the kingdom has not ceased to be and it is universal; because it is Gods kingdom, therefore it must be universal. People receive the kingdom by testimony, it is established in Christ Jesus the Lord, and angels and authorities and powers are made subject to Him, it is universal. Again, people are accounted righteous in the kingdom, as we see in Romans 4: 24, 25; it is founded on forgiveness, and in the kingdom men are content. Righteousness and contentment are found in Gods kingdom. Preaching is the testimony of the kingdom. 

    In the beginning of Romans 5, you get a good deal about the Lord and in the end you get a good deal about the one Man. The kingdom is really dependent on the one Man, so the kingdom of God is in great contrast with Solomons kingdom, because it is founded on the one Man. In Peters account of the mount of transfiguration we read that He received from God the Father honour and glory; a Man went up to God and received from God the Father honour and glory  this was a picture of the kingdom. One Man has come upon the scene. Adam was once a solitary man on this earth, but God has brought in another Man, One on whom death had no claim, for there was no sin in Him. He was the righteous One, and the righteous One suffered on behalf of the unrighteous ones that He might bring us to God. He exposed Himself to all the judgment that lay upon man universally; He offered Himself spotless to God, and He has thus acquired righteousness and living water for man. It has all come to pass in the one Man. Through one righteousness it is toward all men. So in 1 Timothy 2 we get, who will have all men to be saved. That Man has been exalted and the kingdom has been established in Him. He has received the kingdom for man. When the Lord was here He was here for man, not for devils nor yet for angels, He took not on Him the nature of angels. At the present time Christ is come very near to man in the gospel, He is close to man in the glad tidings. 

    The gain of the kingdom is righteousness and it is universal. How are you to get the gain of it? There is one point of contact between God and man, it is the Man Christ Jesus. You must believe in Christ; He gave Himself a ransom for all that He may be the point of contact between God and man. Man believing on Him leaves his sins behind at the point of contact; He is the propitiation for our sins and for the whole world. All must have to say to God, but it is blessed to have to say to Him now by Christ, He is available to every man, all are entitled to the Mediator. 

    The Christ to whom man turns is the One who is the propitiation for sins. You must touch the point of contact or you will not know much about the kingdom. You want to turn from the world, from sin and folly to the Mediator. He is the true Solomon, and the kingdom means security and content. Peace with God is one of the blessings of the kingdom. Peace characterises the kingdom of God, and grace or favour and rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. Those in the kingdom are not disconcerted by tribulation, they make their boast in God and they have received the reconciliation. In the kingdom there are now spiritual blessings of the most exalted character. The natural man does not care for them, but the man who gets exercised as to God  to that man the blessings of the kingdom are a great gain and much to be desired. The apostle could say to the Philippian jailor, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; the men of Cyprus and Cyrene preached the Lord Jesus. There are blessings of the kingdom in the Lord Jesus Christ, and if you turn to the Lord you turn to God. 

  
    THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST (JT 30)

    1 Kings 4:22 - 34

    I was thinking of the greatness of Christ; His greatness in the sense in which it is available to His people. Bearing in mind that no one knows the Son but the Father, I desire to speak of Him as presented so as to be available to us; and for that reason I have selected Solomon in these verses as a type of Christ. What I would remark at the outset is that in dealing with types of Christ, if we are to profit, we have to dismiss from our minds what is literal, and think only of what is typified, and who is typified, otherwise we shall lose what is for us; we shall miss the substance, and what God intends for us is the substance and not the shadow. We cannot live on shadows. We must have the substance, and in order to have that we must learn to exclude from our minds the literal type, and occupy ourselves with what is typified, so that our souls may be nourished. 

    Now Solomon is peculiarly a type of Christ in His personal greatness and royal magnificence as available to us, and so we find his history from the outset, from his infancy. The Holy Spirit dwells on him as a babe, occupying us with what would come out in him; that is, there are prophetic indications as to what should develop in him from the very outset. The name given to him by his father and that given to him by Jehovah pointed to what should come out in him in due course, and that was cherished in the minds of those who had faith until the time of his entering on his service when all should be verified. A long period ensued, for there is little said of him after his birth until he is introduced to us in view of his immediate service; but enough was said at the outset to show that he would be a man of feeling, a man of affection. 

    One of the first great evidences of this appears in the discerning by him of the mother of the child; he could discern the mother. What lay behind that was the exceptional parental care expended upon himself. He knew the tender touch of affection of his mother. He says of her that he was tender and beloved in her sight. Thus faith would be prepared for right feelings and sensibilities in him, and as these became needed, and they were needed in the history of Gods people in a peculiar way, they were there so that he could tell who was the mother of the child. She would not have the child divided; she would at all costs, even to herself, let the child live. She indicates to us thus what is so needed amongst the saints of God, the resolve that at all costs the child should live  truly the initial feature of a mother in Israel. 

    Solomon is later alluded to in Canticles as one whom his mother crowned in the day of his espousals, in the day of the gladness of his heart. Song of Songs 3:11. That thought therefore was well known to him  the man of such a mother  and he is sure to be a man of right feelings and sensibilities. Now you can see how this feeling so typified would show itself, as he had abundant opportunity and means to show what was in his heart. God gives us the opportunity and He prepares us for it, otherwise we should belie Him in what we do. The preparation must precede the opportunity. 

    Now you can see, dear brethren, how this, as I said, may be transferred  it is indeed intended to present to us the Lord Jesus Christ as He is now; that is, Solomon typifies finality, for he presents Christ as expressing the final thought of God. You will remember how the staves of the ark as set in the house by him were seen without, reminding us that the divine end in the ark of the covenant had been reached, and in what followed we get the feelings of God expressed towards His people. You may recall how, that incident being recorded, Solomon turned his face to the people; 2 Chronicles 6:3,4. It was a wonderful time, and it represents the present time, when a great system is set up in Christ, the great system known to faith, but which is real by the presence of the Spirit of God here on earth. So Solomon turned his face to the people  a beautiful picture of Christ, who turns His face to us, and that face remains turned in this attitude. 

    Then we read that all Israel stood, and Solomon blessed the people. How God would appeal to His people at the present time as to what there is in the face of Christ as having accomplished everything for God! All was finished here in type, and the ark is set in its place and the staves are drawn out and now he blesses God and he turns his face to the people, and all Israel stood and he blesses them. The present time is one in which the face of Christ in all that it is, is turned towards us, and there is blessing in it. And as all Israel stood, so God would seek to get the attention of His people now, that they might stand at attention, as it were. 

    Well now, the first great feature in these verses is food. This is always a matter of great importance, but it is seen here in a most striking manner, not simply the supply of it, but the quality of it, and note it was Solomons provision for one day. And see the richness of it  thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an hundred sheep, besides harts, and roebucks, and fallow deer, and fatted fowl. Now, beloved, what about this food? You see it is for one day. There is no suggestion of food being carried over for the next day, for we have living stock here; there is a fresh supply, for every day and it is of the very best quality. 

    Now, what about this, as to our eating? What is our fare? What about that menu of yours every day? This is Solomons menu. The suggestion is the richness of the supply for one day. There is volume here, but there is also quality and freshness; it is for every day. Solomon had made great provision for this, for he had, as we read earlier in this chapter, twelve superintendents nearly all of whom are referred to as son, Ben-Hur, and so forth. These are the men, some of them were married to Solomons daughters, charged with the supply; each had his portion of the land allotted so that it should yield its quota, and that there should be nothing wanting in the supply. Each supplied for his month, and then that supply was subdivided into days, so that there should be every day a fresh supply of the very best for Solomons table. One can tell where he is by examining the kind of fare he has, what food he has every day. Every one of us may have part in this daily supply; but then have we? It is available. 

    But now I pass on; but before doing so I would remind you that what I have been presenting corresponds with Johns presentation of Christ. What you get with John in regard of food is the best, both in quality and in the preparation of it. In the last chapter of his gospel we have the Lord raising the question with Peter and his company who had gone fishing, Have ye anything to eat? John 21:5. They had nothing. In the end of Luke the Lord said, Have ye anything here to eat? Luke 24:41. That was a different matter; they had something, but in the time I am referring to they had nothing, and the Lord said, Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find. John 21:6. There is a right side and there is a left side, or rather, there is a right side and there is a wrong side. Cast the net, He said, at the right side of the ship and ye will find. And they found one hundred and fifty and three great fishes; you get not simply the number but the quality; they were great. 

    Now He says, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. John 21:10. But then as they arrived on the land they saw a fire of coals and fish on it and bread. The Lord Himself had prepared the meal. He provided the food, and the fire, and He laid the fish and the bread on it. It was all there, and we have to think of the quality, not only of the food but of the Lords preparation of it for them. Think of the attention of Christ to us, the service, how He enters into the needs of His people, not only to meet the need that we should have food, but we should have it properly prepared! There is a good deal in that, especially for those who minister. I speak of it now from the standpoint of the love of Christ providing for us, in serving us. One may inquire where one is, whether one has partaken of this wonderful supply. Then He says, Come and dine. John 21:12. It is not come and eat; it is not merely now a question of satisfying the appetite, but the dignity of it: Come and dine. Truly it is Solomons table as it is alluded to here. 

    I want now to speak of the wisdom of Solomon, another important feature in him. Indeed, it is that which marks him pre-eminently, that for which he prayed, and so he is in this sense a remarkable type of Christ as the wisdom of God. The Holy Spirit here enlarges on the fact that he was wiser than all men, and gives a list of the wisest of them, and then He goes on to tell us of the things he spoke about. You know, the present is a time of speaking; the Lord keeps on speaking. Here it is said that Solomon spoke three thousand proverbs and that his songs were a thousand and five, and that he spake of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon even to the hyssop that springeth out of the wall, he spoke also of cattle and of fowls and of creeping things and of fishes. 

    You say, What has all that to do with us? It has much to do with us. You will see it at once if you dismiss from your mind the literal type, and look stedfastly at the antitype, that is, Christ as He is in heaven. You begin to think of Him in the power of His speaking, in the variety of it, in the detail of it, in the substance of it. Can we for one moment think that He is silent with His many intelligent loved ones here on earth? He is not silent; He is continually speaking. Here we have three thousand proverbs. We have only a few of them recorded. 

    Again I refer to John, who presents to us Christ in His greatness. He refers to things which Jesus did: He said that if they were written one by one not even the world itself would contain the books that should be written. And then His discourses, conversations, sayings, etc.; every word of Christ was precious  pure gold. They are not all recorded, but we have enough recorded to indicate the character of His speaking, but think of what is not recorded and what He is speaking now. The Holy Spirit, He said to His disciples, should bring to their remembrance all things that He had said. Not a word would fall to the ground. If the words of Samuel did not fall to the ground, how much less the words of Jesus! And so you find three thousand proverbs. Do you think one of these proverbs was lost? The Holy Spirit knows how to carry forward and make effective in His own way every word of Christ. They are all for us, and how much we need proverbs. Proverbs are trite and wise sayings that are intended to fix themselves in our minds so that we might keep ourselves in the ways of righteousness. The opening of the book of Proverbs indicates what they mean, and the Holy Spirit brings every thought of Jesus, every word to the believer, hence it is not only what He has said, but what He is saying. He speaks through the Spirit now. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith; it is not what He said but what He says. He brings to us what is needed, and these proverbs are needed. 

    Then there are the songs, that is to say, the outgoings of the best feelings. We have one of these songs called the Song of Songs, and what a song it is, what spiritual feelings it contains! The Holy Spirit would promote vehicles for spiritual feelings towards God and towards one another. Proverbs help us to regulate ourselves in the world of evil through which we are passing, but songs are vehicles for the outgoings of our feelings towards God and towards one another: Speaking to yourselves, it says, in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord. Ephesians 5:19. Every spiritual song and every psalm and every hymn we must attribute to Christ; they come from Him. We need proverbs, as I have said, to regulate us in the world of evil; they work out in our souls in detail, and check the working of the flesh in us, and correct us and adjust us; but the songs become vehicles for the outgoing of the best feelings, the best spiritual feelings, and so the spiritual tone of the brethren is kept up by the songs. The proverbs are corrective, and adjustive, and preservative; the songs keep up the spiritual tone so that we are not drooping, nor impatient; we are bright and happy in a spiritual sense, speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord. Ephesians 5:19. 

    Now the next thing Solomon spoke of was about trees, then about cattle, about fowls, about creeping things, about fishes. Is the Lord not occupied with different forms of life, variety of life? Surely He is, and He speaks about it. Let nobody suppose that he is omitted. The Lord makes His own comments about you. (Compare Revelation 2 and 3.) Take trees. Solomon speaks about them in his song; one of them indeed is used as a type of Christ Himself  the apple-tree among the trees of the wood. The apple-tree denotes superiority. That must apply to Christ in the most absolute way; but then superiority in a relative way may be found here. There are the more excellent things of which we speak; Paul exhorts to judge of and approve the things that are more excellent. Philippians 1:10. 

    The Lord would speak of every form and variety of life, so He spoke about trees. Each of us comes in for some comment. How would He comment upon me? What would He emphasise? Were I to hear Solomon speaking about a cedar, how he would bring out the quality of it! What is any form of life save as it suggests something of God? The invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made. Romans 1:20. 

    In the vegetable kingdom we see there are features which suggest God; and so it is that the trees in Scripture are transferred as figures of christians, and the Lord speaks about them. Does it ever occur to you that He makes comments about you? He does. Jehovah said to Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job? Job 1:8, Job 2:3. Then He speaks of Job as a perfect man, a man that eschewed evil. Then, too, when the Lord looked at the woman in Luke 7:44 He said, Seest thou this woman? He comments upon her; He challenges Simon as to her. He looks too upon Mary at His feet. She, He says, hath chosen that good part. Luke 10:42. He comments upon every one of us. What am I doing? Where am I? What can He say about me? There are the cedars of Lebanon, those who stand out in their spiritual dignity, and then he comes down the series of trees till he comes to the hyssop. Scripture says of it that it springs out of the wall. There is nothing said of the hyssop in Genesis. It is not alluded to there as a growth out of the earth; it is alluded to here as a growth springing out of the wall. There is not much to nourish in a wall, but it springs out of it. What would Solomon say about that? He would say something significant. He would say something that would illuminate us, and so it is as the Lord looks over His people in His perfect intelligence, and in His perfect love, He comments upon them. 

    Then he spoke of cattle. Thus in the animal kingdom there are representations given which suggest what is of God. Cattle are alluded to as having been created on the sixth day of creation, and they are said to be living souls, that is, they have affection. Trees do not denote the saints from that point of view; they denote dignity  stateliness; but cattle have souls  they have affection. The Lord comments upon us from that point of view. What affection have I got? Is my love restricted to the locality where I am, or to the saints I am acquainted with? Well, He values that. Is my love like Gods? The Colossians and Ephesians are said to have had love to all saints. 

    In ones experience in prayer-meetings, I speak simply and practically, one notices the restricted, limited area covered in our prayers  prayers that are answered, true enough, but they are limited. They are not nearly extensive enough in their scope, nor inclusive enough; they are not inclusive of all saints. God would speak to us in this respect; He comments upon those who had love to all saints. Well, Solomon spake of cattle, the different species and their features. 

    Then, too, we read that he spake of fowls. There are clean and unclean fowl. The clean fowl in the type would represent a christian who is independent of the world; he loathes it and is independent of it as having the Spirit of God. An unclean fowl suggests a person who has this worlds means and is thus independent; he is a man who holds his head high, being independent, and looks loftily because of what he has of this worlds means. The income one has in the Spirit of God enables one to take heavenly ground, being superior to this world; but being thus great, he can go along with the lowly. He is not haughty. 

    Then he spoke of fishes. The Lord comments upon us in our movements against the course of this world. Some drift with it, for instance, Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world 2 Timothy 4:10; it is this present world. Look at the superiority of the coming world! Demas could not wait for it. He loved the present one, the one that is near at hand, not far away. He did not go against the course of this present world; he went with it. One might multiply illustrations of the Lords comments upon saints from this figure as to whether they are going against the stream in the power of the Spirit of God, or going with it. God has no pleasure in the latter. If any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 

    Then there are the creeping things. What can I say about them? They certainly do not speak of anything dignified, but are suggestive of persons grovelling down upon this earth, like the man with the muck-rake in Pilgrims Progress, but the Lord takes note of them. Solomon spoke about these creeping things. 

    Now all these things are very practical, but what I have said brings to light the greatness of Christ in His availability to us, in His interest in us, and in His care for us. At the present moment the Lord is as interested in us as He was when He arose and visited the brethren, and as He was when He went up to heaven. We are told that He appeared to Cephas, that He appeared to the twelve, to above five hundred brethren at once, then to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all He appeared to Paul. He is as interested in us now as He was then. I would that we might all know it better and might draw more upon His interest in us, partaking, too, of His marvellous spiritual provision for us, and thus be independent of this present evil world. 

  
    FOOD IN SEASON (JT 46)

    Luke 12:42 - 44; 1 Kings 4:7,8; 1 Kings 4:27; Revelation 22:2

    My subject is food, food, as indicated in these scriptures, provided seasonally, covering the whole year; and when I say the whole year, I have in mind the acceptable year of the Lord (Luke 4:19), that is, this dispensation in which we are. It is about to end, but still, perhaps, a month or so remaining: at least, it has not yet expired, and hence the need of food. It is the acceptable year of the Lord, a year of unequalled importance, all the best fruits of the previous ones (or dispensations) coming into it. The psalmist says to God, Thou crownest the year with thy goodness (Psalm 65:11). It would appear, indeed, that the psalmist had in mind that the whole year would be full of goodness, but would be crowned. That is, if we may read it thus, as is said, Thou crownest the year of thy goodness, without specifying what the crown is. If, on the other hand, it be as in the ordinary translation, that He crowns it with His goodness we are to expect now a signal evidence of divine goodness in this period of the year, this wonderful year of grace. 

    So that we may understand the use of the word year in this connection; the Lord, in referring to Isaiah 61, undoubtedly confirms that this dispensation is so regarded divinely in His saying, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. The year is the longest period of measured time, and with God, a year in itself is brief, for a thousand of them are said to be as one day with Him; on the other hand, one day is with Him as one thousand years (2 Peter 3:8). We must therefore learn to let God speak of things from His own point of view. He is pleased to speak of them from ours, for, in grace, He comes down to our side in instructing us; but the more we progress in the school of God the more we shall take His point of view. He begins indeed with a day, and works in it, too, so that He can come down to a day and an hour. One of the greatest transactions takes place in the twinkling of an eye (1 Corinthians 15:52). God takes the smallest measures of time and does great things in them. How many such things have been done in this year of grace, in the myriads of conversions  every one a miracle! So it is being filled out, from Gods side, with peculiar satisfaction, for He is occupied with the good in it, with what He is doing Himself, and with its results, and, in order that the results should yield, He has introduced the idea of food for every month of the year. 

    As I said, we have to understand what He has in mind. The year is spoken of in various ways in Scripture. We have the solar year, which may be regarded as the longest, regulated by the great lights in the heavens, by the sun and even by the moon. That is the first kind of year, and God committed Himself to that after the deluge. He reverts to it, and says it is to continue, but in measure of seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, etc. (Genesis 8:22). Seed-time is the first mentioned, and then harvest; corresponding with that we have later, the idea of a year reckoned according to its crops. God, as it were, passing over all the doings of man and reckoning the year according to its crop for Him, for in truth that is what the year is for, to bring out something for God. 

    Then again, He is pleased to regard the year, in a spiritual sense, as affording Him special opportunities with His people  the holy convocations covering seven months of the year. God reckons the year thus, and insists upon it too, that, in our calculations in the solar year, we must not forget what is due to God in our holy convocations. They are necessarily limited, for we cannot spend all our time together; but God certainly asserts His right to some of it, and to our best in these comings together. All the males in Israel is what God looks for. The principle in this reference to the males is that there is the intelligent side, in which, of course, sisters share with the brothers. It is a question of our state. In the provision in Deuteronomy 16, God has in mind what we may call special selections of persons; He is entitled to the best at any time, and He would say, I would like to have the year filled out with these occasions, taking full account of our limitations. He makes special provision for our affairs at home, whilst attending these holy convocations. They are for God; for us, of course, too. He reduces the convocations to three in Deuteronomy, although Leviticus provides for seven. God graciously accommodates Himself to us, as much as to intimate: I value these holy convocations, and if I cannot have seven, I want three, and it is a question of the males. God would say, That is a year, too. What one might call, not an agricultural year, though it is well-nigh commensurate with it, but a spiritual year. The agricultural year is a question of crops which would necessarily end before the last month. 

    Well now, I am defining the idea of the year briefly in that way so that we may all understand Gods mind as to these occasions, and fill out His year, as He would have us do. From the gospel point of view, He would use up every month of the year; He would have it preached in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2). The year is for a purpose, and has been extended, in a metaphorical sense, to the great acceptable year of the Lord. We can see how much enters into it, and how it is to be sustained on the principle of twelve, that is, the twelve months of the ordinary year; so that we come now to this seasonal provision which He has described. It involves cultivation of the land, not now only on Gods account, but also on ours, and so, as I said, referring to the psalm, we see how He makes it possible for cultivation to result in what is needed. The potential qualities of the earth make it possible, for the potential possibilities are creative; God has placed them there, 

    but then, not only has He placed them there, He also furnishes the rain to water the earth in its season: that is what the psalm says. I refer to Psalm 65. God is wonderfully bountiful in His creation. What I. am saying implies that God, in creating, provided for the administrative side; that is, that the fulness of what He created should be developed, including cultivation, so that suitable food should come round seasonally. God makes it possible, not only in what He has placed in the earth in creating it, but in the furnishing of rain, and rivers, so that there is plenty of water. It says indeed, in the psalm referred to, the river of God ... is full of water, but the river is not the only means that God has of watering; rain comes from the clouds in a more effective way, but the river seems to be a sort of reservoir that God can use too. In some parts of the earth, there is no rain, but there are rivers. It is Gods wonderful bounty, so that, in cultivation, there should be seasonal food for men, hence no one should starve. 

    So this verse in Luke begins with the thought of administration. The Lord had spoken a parable, bearing on His coming; the whole chapter is urgent in view of His coming. He urges watching, and other things, and Peter inquires as to whether He is speaking for others, or for the apostles, those near to Him. The Lord does not answer him directly, but says, Who then is the faithful and prudent steward, whom his lord will set over his household, to give the measure of corn in season? There seems to be here an allusion to the passage in 1 Kings. We may be sure that the Lord would have in mind the whole of Scripture. Of course, He was the One who gave the Scriptures, but He became Man and took the place of a servant, and used Scripture, knowing where to turn as He needed a scripture. As risen from among the dead, as you all remember, He began at Moses in expounding things about Himself to two people. One often thinks of the Lord in this respect, how ready He was to minister to one or two, or to five thousand or more; five thousand at once, besides women and children. 

    It is an example for us, and, in ministering to two straying saints, He began at Moses. What a rebuke that is to the modernist who would set Moses aside! We have heard of the mistakes of Moses, from blasphemous mouths; but the Lord spoke of his writings as Scripture, and said, if ye do not believe his writings, how shall ye believe my words? (John 5:47). Wonderful that the Lord should put Moses in front in that way, and he is in front, in that sense; the first Scripture writer, the great minister God provided for His people  mediator, prophet, and scribe, and as a servant, faithful in all Gods house. The Lord refers to his writings. He began there, and expounded the Scriptures to them. That is what they then needed. They were low down in their souls, but an exposition would be intelligible even to such, and that was what they had, the most wonderful exposition perhaps that had ever been given. He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself (Luke 24:27). I refer to that as an example for us, in this matter of food, for in the forty days after He rose, the Lord made it an important matter; on one occasion providing a first-class meal, as I might call it; not an ordinary meal, for His invitation to Peter and those who with him had gone away to fish was, Come and dine; not come and eat. The word suggests the chief meal of the day. Evidently He prepared it Himself. Think of the grace of Christ in that! Let the word speak to every one of us. The Lord served thus seven of the straying brethren (John 21:12). 

    Is He not doing it today for such? There are many straying ones and He is ready to feed them. It may be that some here tonight are among them; not that you are straying in coming in here. Whatever motive actuates you, you have come where you may get a bit of food; I hope so. In calling attention to what the Lord did, I would point out how His remarks in this chapter in Luke have in mind to challenge us as to who is ready to be in this administrative position, to furnish the measure of corn in season. It is a seasonal matter, the whole year is in mind, and it is a question now of what is to be in the end; for God is crowning the year with His goodness; and who would elect himself out of that, or fail to take sides with God in the provision of His goodness, in the way of food, in these closing moments of the day? The night cometh, when no man can work (John 9:4). It is a time for doing. I am not ignoring what I have said about the night all around us, but, in another sense, it is a time of workmanship, the night cometh when no man can work. Who then is the faithful and prudent steward? the Lord says. He makes a great deal of it, He would set him over all that He has. That is what He thinks of food, for we shall die if we do not eat; there is no question about that. Divine love cannot suffer that, hence the great honour conferred on him who provides a measure of corn in season, meaning that he knows the season of the year. 

    So coming to Solomon, who is representative of all this, as following out the example of his father David, he appointed these officers, one for each month. Who is the servant that the Lord would appoint? Well, what kind of men were these whom Solomon appointed? I wish the brethren would just ponder this a little and listen carefully. I would refer to the peculiarity of this scripture. It is a question of food, and food produced by care, by the appointment of officers, not mere ordinary workmen, not mere farm hands, as we say, but men skilled in the art of agriculture, that is what they would be. How much need there is of instruction in this phase of divine service. These officers would represent men thus skilled as to the productive qualities of the different lands over which they were to superintend. There are twelve of them. The Authorised Version reads, the son of Hur, etc., the original is Ben-Hur, and most of the names here correspond. It is not simply a name of a certain person, the son of a certain man, although that does appear in one or two instances, but the name of each of the persons is designated by a combination of the word son with the name of his father. That is how he is designated: Ben-Hur, literally, son of Hur, but that is his name. What kind of a man is he? He is not an ordinary labourer filling out his day and going home to rest; he is a man of intelligence in agriculture; a man who gained something from his father whose name also meant something, which he would carry down. I can understand a brother saying, I would like to be like that. He is a son, but his fathers name added to the relation between them is his name. That man has feelings and outlook similar to his father, or the Spirit of God would not connect his fathers name with his name in this combined sense. I might say, it is a hyphenated name, but what does it mean? It carries on what the father was, in the son, so that he is known. If I know the father I know him, and he is to sustain the name of his father. He has it, it is already his, and he is to sustain that. How is he to sustain it? By his work, by the way he does things. He has poor land, may be. Some of these territories mentioned would doubtless not be equal to others, some parts of the land were extremely prolific, some not so; but the whole territory was farmed out in this way to these men, the qualities of whose fathers marked them. The name Hur  what does it mean? And so as to all the list. Their names imply that the fathers of these men are carried down to us in their sons. 

    How is it with the young men of today spiritually? No one should have it said of him derisively, Who is his father? as was said of Saul. If I am begotten of a religious system that is not of God, I shall be ashamed of my father, or my mother, but not so here. Who is our father? God raised up remarkable men in the days immediately preceding ours, but as here now, are we their sons? Can I, as it were, add any of them to my name? You will understand what I mean: I am speaking of the spirit of these things. Is the spirit of the recovery that God effected, carried down so as to be vividly before us? I am not advocating that the former days were better than these, for if the men used of God are carried down in their sons, their sons will surely add; that is the principle in Solomon, to add to what was effected. So that, it is not that we should be boastful, surely, but if the thing is carried down, it is added to, and if I am not adding to it, where am I? What am I, if I do not belong to this list, the Ben-Hurs and the rest? 

    I want to point out, dear brethren, that these men were up to the mark. In the last verse I read in the chapter it is said, they lacked nothing; they furnished what was needed at Solomons table, and we know something about Solomons table. In verse 27 it is said that those officers provided victuals for it. In no period of the year was there lack of food; food provided by skilled hands and brought to where it was needed. I wish presently to speak of our coming to where the food is, but here it is brought to where it was needed, the most august table there was  that of the king. Think of the persons at his table! In our chapter, we are told exactly how much he needed every day. There is not a hint that he did not have enough, and may I not suggest that, at times like the present, we feel ourselves at Solomons table? I do; and the Lord would encourage us to go on. In Davids case, for instance, there was no slackening on great occasions. In the bringing back of the ark, you remember how he dealt out of his bounty, to every man and woman in Israel. At the close of such seasons as these, there should be no slackening of energy. If there is slackening in the ministry, it is in the poor weak vessels the Lord has to use: but from His side there is no slackening at all. As to the saints generally, it is a question of measure on our side, as in the case of Ruth  the cloak was her measure. You get your measure full, and that, of course, is enough. I do not suppose the Lord can trust any of us with much more than we can take in and make use of; so here they lacked nothing. It is a question of the skill the Lord gives, and bounty in this administrative way. 

    I was speaking of the creative side, how God, as seen in the psalm referred to, provided not only the earth, but the rain and all that was needed so that man should have food. One always finds liberty in giving thanks to God as the Creator. It is done little now in the world, but it is done amongst those who love God; and the psalm says, He crowns the year with His goodness; there is no slackening at all. I am speaking thus to stimulate us, because we are coming to the end of this wonderful year, and each would aspire, normally, I am sure, to have part in this administrative matter, not only to partake of the food at Solomons table, but to have part in providing it; bringing into it as a son the qualities of a father used of God. 

    Paul says, Ye have not many fathers (1 Corinthians 4:15). He claimed that relation with the saints. We have the children of Paul; his aim was to make them like himself. You will understand that I am not putting Paul instead of God. What I am speaking of is Gods way, for Paul addresses Timothy as his child, he addresses the Corinthians as his children, and we have it with John, too. The apostles have a moral right to do that; but then it attaches more or less to anyone whom God uses in a formative way. Why should there not be children, sons characteristically of those who have gone before? If there are, the spirit and quality of earlier ministry is carried down, and the former days are not any better; they are carried down to us in the power of the Spirit, and we want to add to them. Thou shalt add (1 Chronicles 22:14), says David to Solomon, and he is doing it according to the chapter before us; he is adding to what David had. According to 1 Chronicles, his father had twenty-four thousand men working for him in each month. Solomon brings it down to one superintendent for each month. How many workers under each is not stated, but there must have been a good many to till all the land. Jacob was said to be a field blessed of Jehovah, that is what he was potentially; and so Canaan had to be tilled so as to support the population that God had brought in, a great people that cannot be numbered (1 Kings 3:8), Solomon said. I am speaking of Solomons table, it is a question of privilege, and the food must be the very best. If you look at the list given, you will see how bountiful it was. There are many who elect themselves out of all that, therefore I am speaking to enlist interest, that we may be at Solomons table; it is laden with the very best. 

    The next thing is to appropriate it and make use of it so that it becomes formative, and as I eat alongside of Solomon, I become like him. The Lords table is linked up with all this, but I only wish to suggest what enters into each celebration of the Lords supper; what food and drink is, in the bread and the cup  the principle is eating and drinking. Psalm 104:15 tells us that, with bread he strengtheneth mans heart, and that wine ... gladdeneth the heart of man. You will understand that I am not saying that in Scripture wine is formally connected with the Lords supper; I am only using the word as in the psalm referred to. 

    I want to close by commenting on the passage in Revelation, to show how the months of the year are maintained, but not by tillage. Tillage is most important, as I have been saying. Solomon speaks of the tillage of the poor, in which there is much food (Proverbs 13:23). I have been speaking of skilled men, but then, there is the tillage of the poor. There are many poor in a spiritual sense. It is because of no tillage. Tillage is in myself; I am the field. I am not saying that the Lord does not enter into this; the food is really Christ, also what He provides, but then tillage does not refer to Christ, it refers to each of us. It referred to Jacob; he was the field which the Lord had blessed; so that God would put us to work in the sense of tillage, making the most of what I have. I shall not lack, but it is a question of exercise. There are many small meetings; one sees them and feels for the brethren in such circumstances; the tendency is to die, as the widow of Zarephath had in mind (1 Kings 17). Thank God, there are many vigorous large meetings, where there is food; but in these smaller places there is a tendency to let our hands hang down. We have no gift, and other such remarks are heard; but then, the tillage of the poor meets this position, it is making the most of what we have. There will be something; you will not die of hunger. God would awaken us as to this, because there is a great tendency to weakness and death in the smaller gatherings. Tillage, as I said, would prevent that. There is the gracious bounty of God constantly coming down, and the river of God, full of water; all available to faith, so that there should be no letting of the hands hang down, but rather doing whatsoever our hands find to do. We shall thus find the meetings will become living. 

    I was referring to the tree of life; it is one of the most precious subjects. In speaking to the overcomer at Ephesus, the Lord Himself speaks of it: the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God (Revelation 2:7). The overcomer partakes of that. It is a living man, an energetic man, the Lord is alluding to, an overcomer in Ephesus. He is stirring up energy, He is offering this great advantage to one who overcomes, one maintaining His rights in the midst of declension. He says, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God. That is in chapter 2; what I have read is in chapter 22, and it presents the Tree of Life in a very special way. In the midst of the street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, the Tree of Life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit. Referring to ourselves, the Tree of Life has been available since Pentecost: it is Christ in heaven. Here it is seen in relation to the coming period of blessing. 

    It is in the midst of the street of the city, and on either side of the river. Today it is available to faith. The river involves the Spirit. It is the river of grace, clear as crystal, but the river of energy and of fruitfulness. The power in which I appropriate the Tree of Life is the Spirit. The Ephesian saint understands. If he is an overcomer at Ephesus, he understands the epistle to the Ephesians, and that epistle teaches that we are raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. This wonderful passage implies that christians have access there, that we can say: And see, the Spirits power Has oped the heavenly door. (74:5) Think of that! It is a question of intelligence and energy, energy to acquire what is in the paradise of God. 

    Paul had this opportunity, as we know; he could tell us about the paradise of God. I do not suppose any saint knows as much of it as he did. He was caught up as far as the third heaven, but into paradise  what joy! In our passage we read of the twelve months of the year. Paul, we may say, partook of the January fruit; ours is the December fruit of the Tree of Life. The month of December affords the fruit of the Tree of Life, as does the month of January, June, or any month of the year. The Tree of Life bears twelve fruits, that is, it is seasonal, each month has its fruit. Whatever month I am in I get its fruit. Whatever there is today, I want it. The Tree of Life is always blooming, always bearing fruit, and available on either side of the river for us, so that we may be maintained seasonally. Whatever our month, we understand the whole dispensation; it is a question of the twelve months, and I am in one of them, and that one is as favourable as the others. That is all, dear brethren; may God bless the word. 

  
    ADMINISTRATION (7) (JT 59)

    2 Chronicles 1:13 - 17; 2 Chronicles 2:1,2; 1 Kings 4:1 - 20; 1 Kings 8:1 - 21; 1 Kings 10:1 - 13

    JTWe have read from the first chapter of 2 Chronicles and it is proposed that we should proceed further in our consideration of the history of Solomon, particularly as it is recorded in 1 Kings. 

    I am sure the reading of the Scriptures has been heard with pleasure, and I hope, instruction, too, but it seemed impossible to avoid the reading of this number of passages, considering the nature and extent of Solomons reign. It was thought that the last scripture read, which records the visit of the queen of Sheba, was needful so that we might have in our minds the effect of Solomons administration on the gentiles, the queen being representative of them. We have Solomons request for wisdom at the beginning of 2 Chronicles, and there is also the recording of his multiplication of horses, silver and wives, all of which were forbidden in Deuteronomy 17:16,17. These forbidden things were the seeds of Solomons downfall, and therefore they are intended to affect us now, that in the service of God we should see to it that we avoid what would become seeds of trouble and damage. The book of Kings especially mentions that there were forty thousand stalls of horses. Then there was a great quantity of silver, and besides this he multiplied wives, as remarked, all of which were forbidden, and proved peculiarly damaging to the king and his rule. On the other hand, the account in Chronicles is peculiarly attractive, because it has a certain touch that may be regarded as derived from the fact that Ezra had to do with writing the books of Chronicles. He was a man of peculiar interest in the testimony of God. We have the allusion to the house immediately, in chapter 2, where Solomon purposed to build a house for the name of Jehovah. And Solomon purposed to build a house for the name of Jehovah, and a house for his kingdom. And then is given the great number of workers which were needed for this great undertaking. And Solomon numbered seventy thousand men to bear burdens, and eighty thousand stone-masons in the mountain, and three thousand six hundred to superintend them, 

    CAMEzra would be a link with the glorious reign of Solomon and the day of small things, as is suggested in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

    JTWell, I think he was a servant whom God used to link up the testimony from the outset. Chronicles begins with the name Adam; and then at the end, there is a link between 2 Chronicles and the book of Ezra. 

    ANWThe last two verses of 2 Chronicles are the same as the first three verses of Ezra. 

    JTThat is what I was thinking and it is important to take note of this. It is intended that we should be intelligent as to these things, and the links that bind Scripture together as one whole. Chronicles, Lukes gospel and the book of Acts form a great continuance of thought throughout the Scriptures in a historical way ending in Pauls position in Rome. You feel that it is fitting that there should be a link between Ezra and Paul; and accordingly, between the books of Chronicles and the book of Acts. Luke, who is the author of the Acts and the gospel that bears his name, was a man who carried the thought of thorough sympathy with the testimony in what he wrote. 

    ARDoes Paul in his own hired house in Rome link on with Ezra? He received all who came to him. Ezra, also in captivity, had similar liberty, did he not? 

    JTYes; it is a very fine thought that Paul received all who came to him. It must have entailed great labour to see people as they came to him, he having so much to do, because he must have written a large proportion of the epistles in the prison at Rome. We get the greatest results from him, in that sense, in those epistles. But you can see how Solomons regime gave way to the greater, as the Lord says, Behold, more than Solomon is here, (Matthew 12:42). The idea is that more than Solomon was there. It contemplates the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    I thought that before we entered on the positive side, which is presented in Kings, we would do well to note the failure; the kings transgression of Deuteronomy 17. 

    JTJrWould it help us, in reviewing this subject, to see that in order to administer properly, we need to know what we must not do? 

    JTThere are special things mentioned through Moses, by the Spirit of God, that are prohibited to the king, and he should pay attention to them, whereas, they are the very things that Solomon ignored. 

    ARIs the idea of multiplying horses like forcing a matter in the care meeting? 

    JTWell, we must make allowance for the war horse, because he is a useful horse. You need to take up the battles of the testimony even in a care meeting. He smells the battle afar off, we are told  the thunder of the captains, and the shouting. I mean to say, he represents that side in a person who does not shirk the responsibility of war if needed. 

    RWSAccording to Deuteronomy the king was to write for himself a copy of this law in a book. Did Solomon fail in that? 

    JTApparently. It would be disregard of what the Scripture prohibits in a servants way and relations. Surely it is taken notice of in heaven, for it is so manifest that these things were forbidden. But then we are immediately ushered into the glory that marked Solomons reign and the great results, in the sense of building; because building is the great feature of his reign. 

    JTJrAre you alluding to chapter 2, a house for the name of Jehovah, and a house for his kingdom? 

    JTYes. They are introduced immediately. 

    ANWHe had already prayed a model prayer and now desires and purposes to build a house. And in between, Solomon made these errors of which we have been speaking. All this shows the variableness that may mark us. 

    JTBut if we go to 1 Kings 4 we see the public side of Solomons reign in the sense of benefit for the people, and what order marked his reign. He was king over all Israel; and then his princes and their names are given, verses 2 - 6. And Solomon had twelve superintendents over all Israel; and they provided food for the king and his household: each man his month in the year had to make provision, verse 7. 

    And then, Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking and making merry. And Solomon ruled over all kingdoms from the river to the land of the Philistines, and as far as the border of Egypt: they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life. And Solomons provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and sixty measures of meal, ten fatted oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and a hundred sheep, besides harts, and gazelles, and fallow deer, and fatted fowl. For he had dominion over all on this side the river, from Tiphsah as far as Gazah, over all the kings on this side the river; and he had peace on all sides round about. And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon, verses 20 - 25. There seems to be a remarkable link between him and his people and he has favour with God, so that he affords a foreshadowing of Christ in a very peculiar and special way. At the same time he prefigures what should be seen in our own services. Those who serve should be moving in happy relations with each other and with the brethren. The saints are to prosper through the servants, especially in regard of food. In Matthew 24:46 we are told, Blessed is that bondman whom his lord on coming shall find doing thus, referring to the matter of ministering a portion of meat to the household. That is real food for our souls. These meetings are to provide food for the brethren, not simply to enjoy each others company and then leave, but to have spiritual food. 

    ABPIs there any link between the monthly food supply here and the tree of life in Revelation 22? 

    JTOne has often thought of the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit. The leaves are for the healing of the nations, but the fruit of the tree of life is for the heavenly saints, showing how we rise in the New Testament to the celestial side of things. I think Solomon, in Chronicles, is a figure of the earthly side of assembly conditions; but 1 Kings would treat of his administration more in relation to heaven, typically. He built the house of God and his own house, and the other houses that are so great and varied, including the house of the forest of Lebanon. These would all point to the magnificence of the present time as seen in the assembly in its heavenly relations, but Chronicles would, I believe, point to the service of God maintained on earth, because we have the veil instead of folding doors. Solomon as a type also refers to the millennial glory of Christ in the future. 

    CAMWould the fruit yielded in each of the months allude to what the heavenly saints will be enjoying in relation to what is happening on earth? 

    JTThe months are referred to in the blessings of Joseph, showing that the heavens and the heavenly bodies  the sun and the moon  are involved in the months here. The idea would be, I suppose, Solomons ability to arrange all these things and co-ordinate them so that they bear on each other. It is a great matter that each other, that we are not isolated as having particular lines independently. There may be particular lines, of course, but they should bear on each other, and I think the numerals twelve and twenty-four in Davids regime, but particularly in Solomons, would be the administrative side, but each bearing on the others. Those of us who are engaged in the administration of things should not be isolated in our thoughts toward one another. Neither should we promote special lines but should promote the truth in general, according to what the Lord says of the Spirit, he shall guide you into all the truth, (John 16:13). 

    JHEDavid provided for the house of God, but he told Solomon to add to it. Would that be the thought? 

    JTIt would; Solomon was to add to what was there. 

    ARWhat you say about 1 Kings suggesting the heavenly side of the administration is very interesting. 

    JTWell, it is; of course there is hardly time to touch on it because the subject is so large. The intent today is that we each may take it on ourselves, and look into it as we have time for it. We can only touch on things in the merest way, now. 

    JTJrWould you say that we should see the difference between the presentation of things in Kings and in Chronicles, so that we might understand what is going on now, and what will be in the millennium? 

    JTI think there is important guidance in that. 

    EALWould you say verse 27 is very important in this connection? And those officers provided food for king Solomon, and for all who came to king Solomons table, every man in his month: they let nothing be wanting. Some do not come to king Solomons table and do not get the good food. 

    JTWell, if we do not appropriate what Solomon is typical of we will come short of the great thoughts of God as to the magnitude and glory that Christianity is capable of, and what there will be in the millennial reign, too. These scriptures record the glory and magnificence of Israel under Solomon, and are typical of Christianity. Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into mans heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, but God has revealed to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God, (1 Corinthians 2:9,10). The depths of God would bring out the depths there are in the present dispensation. 

    RWSWill you say more about the difference between the administration in Chronicles and Kings? 

    JTI think Kings is the heavenly side, because the study of it directs your mind to the heavenly side of things, and the inside conditions of the house are more characterised by family relations. There are folding-doors instead of a veil, and also half-open flowers. These things suggest that there is no distance. All that tends to touch the affections family-wise. The house of God is implied in it, in that sense. It is that one is to know how to behave oneself in the house of God, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. But the character of the house of God is heavenly although it is on earth. It comes out of heaven, like the sheet that Peter saw that came down knit at the four corners, pointing to Christianity instead of Judaism. It came down to be noticed and observed and thought over, but it was taken up to heaven again. The idea is to show that Christianity is a heavenly thing. It is down here for the moment, provisionally, that everything might be set out in the best way, as in Luke 15. The best things are there; the best robe, the ring and the shoes, and the house with the music and the dancing. All this is to indicate the wealth of heaven, and how it is to be appropriated down here, and then caught up again. 

    ANWThat would be confirmed in the reference to the ascent in chapter 10. The queen of Sheba observed the ascent by which Solomon went up to the house of Jehovah. 

    RWSWhat about Chronicles? 

    JTChronicles has the veil and the altar, which refers more to the earth and the order of the service of God down here. Distance is implied in the veil. 

    RWSDo we fit more into the side set out in 1 Kings? 

    JTI think so; it affords a type of Christianity; whereas the books of Chronicles bear on the earthly side in so far as the house of God is made available to us at the present time. 

    FHLIt is only in Chronicles that Solomon is said to kneel on his knees on the platform of bronze. 

    FNWWould the princes mentioned at the beginning of chapter 4 emphasise that it is the heavenly side? It is not a prince from each tribe, for example; also a priest is mentioned first; then later, two priests are mentioned together. 

    JTJust so; the word prince has a great place in the future in Ezekiel, showing that the future will have an official under that head, and David is usually in mind in Ezekiel. I think all that bears on the heavenly side. 

    JTJrWe do not get this personal side in Chronicles as we have it in chapter 4 of 1 Kings. Do you not think it emphasises that the heavenly side is seen in persons now; and that will come out in display, as linked up with the house, later on? 

    JTThe reference to the queen of Sheba helps as showing the effect it had on her. She tells of it herself in chapter 10: And when the queen of Sheba saw all Solomons wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the food of his table, and the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah, there was no more spirit in her. And she said to the king. It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thine affairs, and of thy wisdom, but I gave no credit to the words, until I came and mine eyes had seen, and behold, the half was not told me: in wisdom and prosperity thou exceedest the report that I heard. Happy are thy men! happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee, who hear thy wisdom! Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel! Because Jehovah loves Israel for ever, therefore did he make thee king, to do judgment and justice, verses 4 - 9. I thought her testimony would show the effect of the heavenly reign of Christ. It is what is current even now. Preceding this, in chapter 8, it says, Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the city of David, which is Zion. And all the men of Israel assembled themselves to king Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, that is, the seventh month, verses 1, 2. The seventh month points to the richness of the agricultural year, as we call it. It is the richness that flows out. The allusion to the corn of wheat falling into the ground and dying points to the richness belonging to the agricultural year. 

    WWMDo you think that the months referred to in chapter 4 would have any relation to Exodus 12:2? This month shall be unto you the beginning of months. Would this be a further thought in the service? 

    JTJust so. And then, the agricultural thought involves the number seven. The beginning of months is in the passover and the seventh month is the feast of tabernacles. 

    WWMSo that a servant that would minister food to the saints, as is suggested here, would not forget the passover in his ministry. 

    JTQuite so. You must carry the young people, and there can be no doubt that the passover and the Lords supper developing out of it, would mean that the young are taken account of. And so, as to the agricultural year, you are enabled to tell where you are in it on account of the various cereals as they come up out of the ground. It is not simply the guidance of the sun in the heavens, but guidance implied in vegetable growth. Therefore we are to take account of the growth of the saints. It would be what can be seen in them, things that are apparent, denoting that there is advance spiritually. 

    CAMSo the twelve months are stressed. Would the twelve months or solar year fit in with Matthews gospel, and the seven months, or the agricultural year, with Johns gospel? 

    JTMatthew shows how the public side goes on to the end both as to the assembly and Israel and the nations; so that the solar year would be Matthew, for it is a question of actual time. John would be the spiritual side which is suggested in the agricultural year so that we get the feast of tabernacles in John. The beginning of the agricultural year would be in Exodus 12, as remarked, running on to the seventh month, that is the development of the crop. 

    JHEThe Lord corrects the disciples in John 4. Do not ye say, that there are yet four months and the harvest comes? Behold, I say to you. Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest, verse 35. They had miscalculated. 

    JTYes; they were governed in what they said by the literal side, but the Lord says, Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest. So that you are guided by the state of the saints; as you may say, the state of the crops. It indicates to the understanding person where we are in our souls. 

    ABPIt says as to Ruth that she came in barley harvest and continued through to the end of wheat harvest. These two harvests would have a spiritual meaning? 

    JTJust so. The wheat harvest, I think, would be the saints. The barley refers to the Lord Himself personally. We get a reference to the state of the crops in Egypt also after the plague of hail. For the barley was in the ear, and the flax was boiled, (Exodus 9:31). They ripened earlier than the others mentioned. We have, therefore, a double way of reckoning: by the sun, and by the state of the crops, which would be the state of the saints, as we have already said. God would say, Unless there is something to take to heaven  unless the crops are ready, so to speak  the time of the ascension or the coming of the Lord has to be deferred. 

    RWSWould it be right for each one to soberly consider what month he is in before God as to his own spiritual history? 

    JTI think so, so that in a certain sense we look into ourselves. Each one of us affords history which can be taken account of; and if that history is not existent there is something wrong; there is some stunting influence. In that case the state of the crop is poor and there is not the yield for God that there should be. 

    ARColossians speaks of bearing fruit and growing. Is that the same idea? 

    JTQuite so. 

    RWSAnd again Paul says to Timothy, Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all, (1 Timothy 4:15). 

    JTThis assembling of Israel leads up to the great result in the ark. It says, And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the oracle of the house, into the most holy place, under the wings of the cherubim; for the cherubim stretched forth their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered the ark and its staves above. And the staves were long, so that the ends of the staves were seen from the holy place before the oracle, but they were not seen without. And there they are to this day. There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone which Moses placed there at Horeb, when Jehovah made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. And it came to pass when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of Jehovah, and the priests could not stand to do their service because of the cloud; for the glory of Jehovah had filled the house of Jehovah, (1 Kings 8:6 - 11). So that the installation of the ark points to the Person of Christ. Certain wilderness circumstances are not noted, for it is more the heavenly side that is in mind; Christ in heaven. 

    JTJrThe staves would be the evidence of what had gone before, I suppose; the carrying service. They are there to be seen, but everything that is connected with their journey is not brought up. Is that what you mean? 

    JTQuite. Why should certain things be omitted? The manna, for instance, is omitted. Why should not the pot of manna be there? We are not thinking of the wilderness. In Solomons regime we have reached the heavenly side of things. 

    ARIs it Christ dwelling in the heart by faith? 

    JTQuite so. 

    ANWThe staves drawn out would indicate that the carrying time is over. 

    JTThat is the idea. We have the beautiful expression: The ark was in rest, (1 Chronicles 6:31). Therefore, the importance of Solomon is most evident. It is the culmination of all that there was in Israel before God had recourse to the nations. There is not time to go into Solomons failure, but he broke down seriously, and hence, in time, the kingdom was given up, and God had to revert to the gentile nations to carry on His government. But the four monarchies are very poor as compared with the glory of Solomon. God would call our attention to Solomon. He is not calling our attention to the glory of Nebuchadnezzars kingdom, or that of the Persian kingdom, or of Alexander, or of the Romans. God would say that these are only provisional things and will all disappear. Whereas, the kingdom that He is going to set up will be for ever and ever. 

    CNWhat place does the ark have in assembly administration? 

    JTWell, it is a question of whether we are dealing with Colossians or Corinthians. Generally, we have to revert to the two epistles to the Corinthians incur difficulties, because they refer to the earthly side of our position. It is the wilderness side, whereas what we are dealing with now is the heavenly side. It is what is possible in the reign of Solomon. 

    ABPWhat is the import of the oracle? 

    JTI suppose it is that God speaks. The place of it was inside a cube. It was twenty cubits every way. It was a cube, pointing to the assembly, which is also a cube. (Revelation 21:16). The assembly will come out thus according to Revelation. It is said to grow into a holy temple in the Lord. The oracle therefore will be in the millennium and all inquiries will have to be made there. All inquiries will come to the assembly, finally, in the millennial day. The light will radiate from the heavenly city. 

    ABPWhat is the difference between the oracle and the expression of the mind of God in the covenant, in writing? 

    JTWell, the covenant is on a lower level. It has come up many times and we have had some light as to it. Whilst the mind of God is in it, I would say in general it is for the young Christian. It is what is available to the young Christian, in the sense of God committing Himself to us, that we can rely on what God promises. But you get very little of that in Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians. I think therefore that the covenant is intended for the young Christian. Take for instance, Hebrews 6:18, where it is said that God intervened with an oath, that by two unchangeable things in which it was impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us. I think young people especially need that. There is something they can rely on in the sense of promise, and they can cling to that to carry them through; whereas the epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians, I would say, are on higher levels. Under these circumstances, we do not need a covenant from God. We do not need a committal from God. We know God and love Him because we know Him. 

    JTJrThat would link on with the thoughts we had at our last reading in regard to the two altars. The altar of earth was compulsory, but the other altar was, if thou make me an altar of stone. The heavenly side would link on with the altar of stone. 

    JTYes; the elder brethren ought to be able to supply what the if calls for. There is an if about it; whereas the altar of earth must be available. It is imperative. 

    APTSolomon seems to be restful himself here. He is free and happy. 

    JTJust so. His name would signify that he was a man of peace, and the conditions described point to that. 

    APTDoes the administrative service change in this chapter, in that it is more Godward? I have indeed built a house of habitation for thee, a settled place for thee to abide in for ever, verse 13. And then the next verse seems to indicate the full height of administrative service: And the king turned his face, and blessed the whole congregation of Israel; and the whole congregation of Israel stood. And he said: Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel, verses 14, 15. 

    JTIt is the very acme of things in the Old Testament, involving Christianity. Solomon is the full thought and really a counterpart of David. 

    JAPThere would be a link here with accepted in the beloved in Ephesians 1. Solomon was named Beloved of Jehovah, (2 Samuel 12:24). 

    RWSIs the point that while this position of glory does not last long, it was actually reached? 

    JTThat is the idea; it shows what God can do, and how everything is brought through according to Gods mind. And, on the other hand, how things left to mans responsibility so rapidly degenerate. It is very humbling that it should be so, but in Solomons reign God is showing what He can do. And so it was at the beginning, in Pauls ministry, after the twelve. God showed what He could do, and hence the wonderful epistles that we have  Colossians, Ephesians and Philippians. It is what can be reached and Paul is particular that the Ephesians should understand his knowledge of the thing. There was at least one man that knew, and could effect the mind of God. 

    EEHIs the king a priest here? 

    JTHe is; he is acting as priest. 

    FHLHe stays in; when the glory comes in and the priests go out, Solomon is seen inside still (see 1 Kings 8:10,11). Is it a higher thought than the end of Exodus when Moses had to go out? 

    JTYou mean that Solomon and David combined exceed the ministry of Moses, which we have already touched on earlier. When Israel went out of Egypt ... Judah was his sanctuary. We are dealing now with Judah, not Aaron, or Levi. It is the glory of Christ, because it is said expressly, Our Lord has sprung out of Judah, (Hebrews 7:14). Therefore all the glories are to be looked for in Him. 

    SFThe king stands to pray, here. Would that be in the consciousness of sonship? 

    JTThe kneeling position is also seen in (1 Kings 8:54). Both postures are priestly. Behold, bless Jehovah, all ye servants of Jehovah, who by night stand in the house of Jehovah, (Psalm 134:1) Standing is an attitude in which Eli failed, for he atin the house. In the instructions to Moses there was no provision made for sitting in the tabernacle. The priests were to stand in the house of the Lord to keep the charge of the Lord, and I think Solomon is on that line here. He is a priest in that sense, keeping the charge. Things are being looked after. Kneeling is more urgent and supplicatory. Sitting, in a priestly sense, is also noted in Scripture, as in 2 Samuel 7:18 and Zechariah 6:13 although no provision is formally made. 

    CAMThe question may be raised, Where is the evidence of His glory at the present time? Would it be right to say that we could not have the ministry and the food that is afforded to the saints, were this not a reality in the faith of our souls? 

    JTWell, the revival in which we have part is the answer to that. The leaders in Christendom do not know anything about the revival, but we do, for the revival has brought back all these things. The heavenly side as in Ephesians has especially been recovered to us. 

    ABPWas this in the soul of Moses by faith when he uttered his song in Exodus 15? Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, the place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, the Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared, verse 17. 

    JTJust so, and then the allusion in the Psalms, When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, Judah was his sanctuary, Israel his dominion, (Psalm 114:1, 2). That would mean that David and Solomon were the full thought. What we are dealing with now is the full thought in Israel, and typically, the full thought is in Judah which is Christ. Judah means praise. It is the service of God, and this has been recovered to us. 

  
    DIGNITY AND WEALTH IN ADMINISTRATION (1) (SMC 5)

    1 Kings 4

    SMcCIt is thought that we should get help from considering the various features that mark Solomons administration. There is a remarkable link between David and Solomon, Solomon really being a counterpart to David. The thought of wisdom comes particularly into Solomons administration, wisdom in a superlative way, linking on, I think, with what we get related to administration in the letter to the Ephesians. We will recall how wisdom is mentioned there, in the first chapter, in relation to the counsels of God, then in the third chapter in relation to the all-various wisdom of God seen in the assembly. Solomon, too, specially stresses the side of sonship. Throughout the whole administration of Solomon there is diffused the spirit and grace of sonship. It would seem as if every department of Solomons regime is marked by coming under the influence of the spirit and grace of sonship supremely set out in Solomon. And it is thought in considering this chapter this morning we might see how restful and happy conditions are in mind, in the working out of this character of administration among the people of God. I believe at the present moment, merging into the world to come, we are to know and prove the blessedness of this kind of administration, where sonship is supreme in the minds and hearts of the saints, so that it says in verse 25 Judah and Israel dwelt safely, a remarkable reference amid the richness and glory of the administration referred to in this chapter. I believe that the administration working out from the Solomonic viewpoint involves that the saints are brought into conditions of this kind, where food abounds, not only ordinary food, but in type, spiritual food in richness and abundance. Nor is there lack of ministry, either in the way of light and instruction, as we see as the chapter ends. The chapter opens up with reference to the departmental side of Solomons administration, introducing into our minds a wealth of personality. We are not to be afraid of the thought of personality in the assembly, because on the line of sonship, each one being a son, each one having a distinct impression of God and of Christ, we have a wealth in developed personality in the assembly, which is to impress us with the richness and the glory of Gods inheritance in the saints. Unless we see this we shall never be able, in our local gatherings or elsewhere, to work out divine thoughts properly in relation to Christ and the assembly, especially from the heavenly side that 1st Kings, in its teaching, has in mind in type. I thought we might begin with seeing the departmental side in the opening verses, then the side that comes in from verses 7 to 20, where we have got areas and environment that are not the best, but yet in relation to which Solomons administration has a part and things are held. Then the food matter, and then the matter of the ministry and the light that comes abundantly in the last few verses. 

    CAIIn the opening verses, the first six verses, the idea of persons being sons appears in most instances, does it not? 

    SMcCIt does. The whole realm of administration proceeding from Solomons throne is marked, in every detail of it, by the spirit and grace of sonship, suggesting to our minds and to our hearts the liberality connected with this kind of administration. 

    RGCDo we get nobility suggested in that they are called princes? 

    SMcCThat is just what it suggests. The chapter opens And these are the princes whom he had. It is a great thing to understand spiritual nobility among the saints expressed in persons, so that the whole realm marked by spiritual refinement, not by the uncouthness we see around us on every hand, which is beneath the dignity of the assembly. 

    RGCIt says, But the noble deviseth noble things; and to noble things doth he stand, Isaiah 32: 8, and that is to mark us, especially in administration. 

    SMcCA remarkable reference, and a reference we need to pay attention to, because nobility in the saints works out in the setting on of noble things, not degraded things, but noble things, and also standing to noble things. It is not only that they are devised but stood to and this is linked with the working out of the administration of the world to come, which is really before us here in this chapter. 

    ARGIn the list of things we are to think on whatsoever things are noble are included? 

    SMcCVery good. It is interesting to notice that, especially in the epistle to the Philippians, where it is the working out of heavenly light in experience here below. Philippians rightly follows Ephesians, because it is the working out experimentally of the heavenly light given in the letter to the Ephesians; therefore it is filled with the thought of spiritual refinement. 

    GHWAnd that was seen working out supremely in Solomon, and King Solomon was king over all Israel. 

    SMcCYes, an important thing to notice, how the divine thought is arrived at in this verse. You remember in Psalm 114, reference is made to Israel coming out of Egypt, When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of bondage, Judah was his sanctuary, Israel his dominion. Judah is the Davidic side, where the wealth of the service of God is set up under David, the sweet psalmist of Israel. Solomon is prominently the ruling side, Israel was his dominion in the Solomonic side; 

    - we have both sides referred to in that psalm, both reached in their fulness in Christ, at the present time at the right hand of God. 

    RGNThese persons seem to be those who have won or acquired their nobility rather than inherited it. They are not sons of Solomon, are they? 

    SMcCYes, I think sonship refers to dignity acquired through gift. We are all Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus. That is, we do not work up to that, it comes to us by way of gift. But princes represent persons who by moral greatness acquire a place of worth in the testimony. 

    DAIYou spoke of a link between David and Solomon. Do we see that in Proverbs 4? Solomon says, I was a son unto my father, and He taught me. Is that how it is acquired? 

    SMcCExactly, so that along with this great thought of sonship we have also the feature of love diffused through Solomons realm, through his administration. We were looking at the radiation of love the other day in Johns gospel, the radiation of divine affections in the working out of the administration according to John; Solomon gives us that in type, I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother. I think the Lord is stressing the love side in the assembly, pending the rapture. The rapture is just at hand, we are about to be caught up, and we need to understand the love side, it makes room for spiritual and heavenly refinement amongst us. 

    DAISo that the administrative thought is to go forward in the light of sonship, as bearing on the family side. 

    SMcCAnd we have to see the greatness of the thought expressed in the word administration. We are so inclined to link administration with the care meeting, the working out of local difficulties when a problem arises, but administration in the divine realm is a much greater and wider thought than that, involving divine authority, as we had elsewhere, the Lord merging with the Spirit, in bringing divine love into our hearts. That is only part of administration; there are many other features. 

    ARGHas it been said by a beloved servant of the Lord that there will be some form of administration in eternity, because God is love? 

    SMcCThe administration of love will go right on through all eternity. We shall never be without administration, and it will be the administration of love, love in activity towards divine Persons and towards one another. 

    DRTVerse 29 brings in largeness of heart. Largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the seashore. 

    SMcCLargeness of heart is a beautiful touch here, as we were alluding to the liberality that is linked with sonship substantially known and enjoyed in the assembly. While the administration of Solomon involves that every feature of evil is taken account of in all that might adversely affect us, as in the principle seen in Joab, Abiathar and others, on the other hand it is stressing the largeness of heart along with the side of wisdom. 

    DRTSo all the people should be expressive of this deep affection. 

    SMcCWell, that is what we are trying to get at; that the whole realm is to be marked by this kind of thing; because 1 Kings, in the immensity of the system of things that come before us under Solomon, stresses christianity at the present time in its heavenly bearing in the assembly; 2nd Chronicles stresses the millennium more, where you have the idea of distance, but in Kings there is no idea of distance. There is no veil in the temple mentioned. 

    CAIDoes this involve a question of our apprehension of how christianity functions and what it is. I was thinking of the word in Colossians, Giving thanks to the Father who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. The economy functions on those lines, does it not? 

    SMcCThat is what we want to get hold of this morning as we are together. It is not a question just of a picture, but of what marks the functioning of the saints in the light of the assembly, and their place in the assembly in sonship, at the present moment. 

    ARGWould you say a little more to help enlarge our view as to what administration really involves? We have been, I think, rather cramped about it. 

    SMcCWell, it is very simple to notice that the administration of New Zealand, for instance, is a very extended matter. It works out from Wellington, but it affects every town and village and everything in the country. And so in christianity everything is coloured, by what is working out at the present time from Christ on high, in heaven, and the Spirit here in the assembly. 

    RemSo that it says of judgment, judgment is His strange work, as though that is not paramount in the mind of God. 

    SMcCThat is, it comes in because of certain things that arise, but it is not, as it were, His normal work, it is His strange work. 

    WHWThe thought of administration comes into the gospel. I mean in preaching the gospel, we need to have as a background the truth of Ephesians, to represent God correctly. 

    SMcCAdministration enters into the gospel, and all the wealth that God has in his heart for men, all that is linked with the heavenly light that we have in the letter to the Ephesians in sonship and other things, is presented in the glad tidings. 

    WHWDo you think there is a sort of a reference to that here, verse 2, Azariah the son of Zadok was the priest, as the footnote gives us. Zadok was priest in Davids reign, but when it comes to Solomons reign the thought of sonship is predicated of the priest. 

    SMcCWe have a remarkable reference in this man Azariah, because the Spirit of God draws special attention to this man, and it shows the need for observing what the Spirit has to say about him. First of all he is a prince, priesthood is linked with prince-hood here. It is not just the exercise of something on the basis of arbitrary right, but from the standpoint of what has been acquired in the way of moral power. These are the princes whom he had: Azariah the son of Zadok was the priest; as the margin points out. 

    RGCSo that priestliness is a great feature to be developed amongst us. 

    SMcCWell, it is, based on princeliness. In Numbers the princes and the priests link on together. We get one chapter about the prince and one chapter about the priests, and it would almost seem as if the princes merge into the thought of the priests. We want to see that the exercise of priesthood is based on princely qualities among the saints, and it is also based on the thought of the family. The priest here is the son of Zadok, the family idea is running through all this; meaning that what is arbitrary is tempered by the basic family thought. 

    WHWThe Lord was seeking to get that into Peters mind in the end of Matthew 17, in regard to the stater, Giver it to them for me and thee. He would impress Peters mind with the dignity of sonship. 

    SMcCImmediately preceding, as it does, the administrative chapter. In the formal administration in chapter 18 we can, see how the thought of sonship tempers, as it were, and modifies what might be arbitrary, in the working out of the administration. 

    DAIIs that why Paul associates the brother with him? 

    SMcCExactly. Because there is a modifying thought in the suggestion of the family link, and we are weak on that side. We need to understand that the family side is a basic matter, and confidence lies in the family side; confidence in one another, would make the most of one another, on the line of the family. 

    LII was interested in what you said about the thought of modification in connection with Matthew 18. Would it be reasonable to say that the persons involved in Matthew are sons, the brother who visits another is a son, and the one to be saved is a son? Would that govern the affections and movements of each? 

    SMcCYes. Matthew calls him a brother. That is a great word in our spiritual vocabulary. If thy brother, Matthew would impress that in our minds, thy brother. It is proceeding on the basic idea of the family. When we refer to modification we are not in any sense suggesting that evil should be modified, because evil is never to be modified. Evil is to be judged in the full light of Gods judgment of it in the death of Christ, but in the working out of the priesthood, the family side being basic, tempers and modifies, what might be harsh and extreme otherwise. 

    LII was thinking of the feelings that would lie in the person that might visit another. 

    DRTAnd would Between thee and him alone involve between thee and God alone first in what is priestly? 

    SMcCThe passage just says, Between thee and him alone. It is no doubt a priest, he is characteristically a praying man, he has to do with God about matters, but the teaching in Matthew 18 at that particular part is not our relations with God, but our relations with one another. Because many of us claim to be all right with God when we are all wrong with one another. That will not do; because if we are right with God we will be right with one another. 

    GAAIs the family side that we are looking at, brought forward in Solomons wisdom in the previous chapter where the mother of the child is discerned? 

    SMcCWell, it is remarkable how the matter of discernment comes up in Solomons administration, because there has been a lot of discussion amongst the brethren in conversation about discernment, how it works out. Chapter 3, verse 8, And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give therefore to thy servant an understanding heart, to judge thy people, to discern between good and bad; for who is able to judge this thy numerous people? And the word pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And God said to him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life, neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thyself discernment to understand judgment; behold I have done according to thy word. Now what comes in is this matter, a very difficult matter, as to a child and two women laying claim to it. How does Solomon discern? Does he read one womans heart and discern who is the true mother? He does not. He brings it out in their actions; brings it out in what they say, by that test. It says in verse 26 Then spoke the woman whose was the living child to the king, for her bowels yearned over her son and she said, Ah, my lord! give her the living child, and in no wise put it to death. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine; divide it. And the king answered and said, Give this one the living child, and in no wise put it to death: she is its mother. His discernment worked out in what she said, in the womans words, not exactly what was in her heart, although it involved what was in her heart; but from what she said, he discerned where the true mother was. 

    WHWDoes Abigail set out the faith side? She had really received the ministry of Samuel and David says, Blessed be thy discernment; I was wondering whether the basis of her discernment was not faith. 

    SMcCVery good. Because of all that she had heard and received (perhaps it was the first time she had met David) what a value she had placed upon David! What an appraisal she had of him! It was all, as we would speak of it now, on the principle of faith. 

    GAAIs it noteworthy, what you remarked a moment ago, that Solomon had no sword? He called for a sword. I wondered whether he rested in the wisdom he had and used that. 

    SMcCAnd wisdom is a great matter, because linked with wisdom is resource. Wisdom is the handmaid of love. Where you get love operating among the saints, where you get love amongst the saints, wisdom is there to help out in the working out of matters. 

    GWBSo when it is a question of looking into the facts of any issue, does the matter of experience enter into it? 

    SMcCWell, it does, and I think it is a question of where we are substantially. During the meetings that we have had in recent times that word substantiality has constantly come up, and it is important that it should come up, because it is not a question of just going over an historic picture, the scriptures are bearing on us as we are here this morning, and it is to help us substantially in regard to the truth. 

    ARGIs not that what came out in the true mother of the child, the love was there, was it not? 

    SMcCYes. It is very interesting to notice in regard to this man Azariah, he is called the priest here. In Chronicles, in the genealogies, a remarkable thing is said about this man. We get a whole list of genealogies in the opening chapters of Chronicles, but there is something specifically said about this man. We have a bracketed remark in regard to him. When the Spirit of God comes to Azariah he immediately stops and says, He is it that exercised the priesthood in the house that Solomon built in Jerusalem. He is it. Notice it does not say, He it is that exercised the priesthood. In 1 Chronicles 6: 10, we get the levitical line. Gershom, Kohath and Merari developed in the genealogy, and when it comes to verse 10 it says And Johanan begot Azariah; then we get this remarkable comment by Ezra, as it would be, Ezra the scribe; he has something to say about this man. He says, He is it that exercised the priesthood in the house that Solomon built in Jerusalem, not He it is but He is it; that is, the stress is on substantiality in the use of the neuter word, it is not the personal pronoun so much that is intensified, but the neuter quality. He is it that exercised the priesthood in the house that Solomon built in Jerusalem. That is, it is typically a question of the full light of the assembly, the Lords full place on high, the heavenly side. 

    WHWThat would be in keeping with what you have been saying about substantiality. It was seen in that man. 

    SMcCThat is just what I am referring to. You remember it is said of the Lord Jesus in Luke The holy thing which shall be born shall be called Son of God, stressing substantiality in holy humanity in Jesus; the holy thing, gives the intensification of the substantial thought. Christianity is marked by substance. 

    ARGWhat is the thought then of his being over the superintendents. You spoke of Christ on high, did you, just now? 

    SMcCI am not thinking of Azariah as a type of Christ. King Solomon is the great type of Christ in verse 1, and the house that Solomon built in 1 Chronicles 6, would be the assembly on the heavenly side as 1 Kings would have in mind. Solomon is a type of Christ on high and Jerusalem represents the assembly in her heavenly relations, although working out on earth here below. 

    CAIWould Azariah then indicate that there are persons who are able to move in priesthood in a fully developed way? 

    SMcCExactly, expressing the thought of substantiality in the exercise of this influence in the assembly. 

    CAISo that in this matter of substantiality, does it mean that persons are to be valued according to what they are? 

    SMcCNot according to what they are not, but according to what they are. 

    LIPaul could say ye have us for a model. Would that be substantiality? 

    SMcCWell, I should think it would, and specially as being referred to as the priest, he would have a remarkable influence over the whole position. 

    GHWWould Azariah have the true knowledge of God and know how to use it aright? 

    SMcCWell, he would. That is what the priest suggests. He suggests persons who know God, who know the law of God, and have capacity by the Spirit to think and act for God. 

    WHWDo we need an understanding of the first verse before we see or understand the working of the personality as it follows? 

    SMcCThat is what I thought; that we must understand the importance of this verse. It does not say, Solomon was king over all Israel, but King Solomon was king over all Israel. It may seem redundant - why the repetition of king? It might seem superfluous, but it says, King Solomon was king over all Israel, intensifying in our minds the substantial thought of rule according to God in Christ in this type. 

    TRHDoes it not record that God has set princes in the earth? Would that have all this in mind, universal administration and the following up of these features which you are suggesting to us? 

    SMcCPrinces shalt thou make them in all the earth. Psalm 45: 16. We see how the marital side is working out in this extension of moral influence among the brethren, as the light as to Christ and the assembly is appreciated in our souls, it works out in extension of ruling influence among the brethren on moral lines. 

    CAIWould the thought of mutual relations among the brethren conflict with this matter of substantiality and dignity in persons? 

    SMcCPersonality among the brethren does not militate against mutuality. Sometimes mutuality is stressed to the point of militating against personality. In that case mutuality may be really a cloak for democracy, which is never according to God. 

    RemWould we see mutuality and personality in Mordecai, his greatness is stressed; then it says he was accepted among the multitude of his brethren? 

    SMcCVery good. A very interesting and helpful reference. The personality that develops in Mordecai, a man that was prepared to lay down his life for the brethren, works out in that the brethren are all mutually in the matter. It is not militating against it. It is working out in mutuality amongst the brethren in support of the truth. 

    AMPaul says, I Paul, does he not, and John I John, then in the last chapter of Revelation I Jesus. 

    SMcCThen we have Adoniram. He is an interesting man. The last part of the 6th verse says, the son of Abda was over the levy-service. Well, what is the levy-service? I understand the levy-service to be the bringing of more and more of the brethren into the work. There is a lot of work to be done and done quickly, before the translation takes place; and the levy-service has to do with the brethren being brought into the work. This man becomes a martyr. You will recall that in the days of Rehoboam when Adoniram came, in relation to the levy-service, they stoned him to death because of the wrong issue that had been projected on to the view of the saints, and the awful conditions that came about. 

    RemYou spoke of more being brought into the service. Would you say a little more in regard of it, as to what the service covers? 

    SMcCWell, it says, for instance, in chapter 5: 12, Jehovah gave Solomon wisdom as he promised him. That is a beautiful touch in itself. And there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and they two made a league. And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand men. And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month by courses; a month they were in Lebanon, two months at home; and Adoniram was over the levy. That is what I mean by more and more being brought into the work. When you come to David, the levitical age is reduced, so that more and more can come into the work, into the service; and when you come to Solomon you have still an added thought. David says to Solomon, Thou shalt add to it, the thought of addition comes in in Solomon; so he brings in this great thought of the levy, which brings in more and more of the available material into the work. 

    RGCWhat about the two months at home and one month on the hills? 

    SMcCA good thing to bring up. 

    RGCWe like the conspicuous work naturally; what about the inconspicuous work that is so valuable? 

    SMcCEvery minister will make the most of his own locality, and he will always see to it that he is at home enough to share in the working out of exercises on the home front. The home front is a good word for those that minister, those that serve. 

    LII think it is a great matter to be at home, at the care meeting on Saturday night, the arrangements, in connection with it seem very important, do they not? 

    SMcCWell, exactly. Because they help in this matter of those that stand by the home front; because we are needed at home. We need to work out exercises at home. 

    RemIs that why Paul reminds the elders at Ephesus that for three years he himself had gone into every house, admonishing everyone with tears? 

    SMcCHouse to house work is needed. It would promote felicity among the brethren, happy conditions, if there were more and more house to house work, involving the service linked with bringing the saints on to the heavenly line of the truth, as in Ephesians. It involves patient, arduous, continuing service, on the most menial lines, house to house, promoting mutual affections among the brethren. 

    WHWIs that seen in the number 12 in the next section. 

    SMcCVery good. Say something more about it. 

    WHWI was thinking it was helpful to see that the first one is connected with Mount Ephraim, which would give the elevated side of things to begin with; and then 12, being loves number, I thought would link on with the thought too. 

    SMcCSo that it intensifies this great matter of love working out in the service; that is twelve is the most divisible of all the numbers, and it involves our ability to work with one another. There should not be any spirit of rivalry; the holy city is marked by the numeral twelve. As conditions of love among the brethren have their place, we are set to serve one another in love; not accusing one another falsely or making out that these personalities are wanting to dominate the realm. One of the great weaknesses that appeared in recent years was the charging of godly brethren with dominating matters among the saints. Every person should have a concern that their influence does not dominate among the saints; but we need godly care and we need personality in the caring for the things of God. The numeral twelve suggests the intensification of love in this way among the brethren. 

    RGCSo that leadership referred to in verse 5 Azariah, son of Nathan, was over the superintendents. That deals with the false idea of democracy, does it not? There is to be leadership, is that the thought there? 

    SMcCWell, exactly. There is to be leadership. 

    CAISo there are twelve superintendents in verse 7. 

    SMcCWe do not have official leadership, in a broken day. The church is in brokenness publicly and we cannot speak of official leadership. It is leadership in love among the brethren, promoting the interests of Christ and the work of god, leadership in shepherding, in priestly feelings, leadership as in Paul in the way he served the saints at Ephesus, going from house to house. 

    RGCChapter 3 of 1st Timothy, verse 1, says, If anyone aspires to exercise oversight. It is not to be a leader, but to exercise oversight, the work is emphasised, is that right? 

    SMcCYes, and the door is open to everyone of us in that way. 

    RemI was asking if the levy-service would be worked out in Stephen? 

    SMcCVery good, in Stephen and in Philip; that is, they had no official commission, you might say, to begin with, they were taken on on the principle of the levy-service. Stephen lost his life in it but he corresponded with Adoniram, who was over the levy-service. He lost his life in it. This levy-service is a great matter, because we want to bring the brethren more and more into things. Leadership among the saints, in love, would involve that all the brethren are brought into matters. 

    HBI was going to ask if Judah illustrates a fine principle. When word is given that he is the one to go up, he immediately turns to Simeon, his brother, and invites him to come with him. Judges 1: 2 - 3. 

    SMcCShowing how leadership does not militate against mutuality, it leads to mutuality; and that is the whole point here that the levy-service involves that more and more are being brought in. Well, let us look over the field, about the preaching the gospel and all the services that are to be done. Is that brother being used as he should; or is this sisters service valued as it should be? Let us look over the field. Solomons administration would involve that more and more are brought into the matter. 

    GWBHas there not been a danger with us to single persons out in regard of the matter of leadership? 

    SMcCWell, as I said, in a day of brokenness we should be careful about the idea of official leadership in localities, putting a brother in the chair, as it were; that kind of thing is to be avoided. If, in our localities, we have brothers who have gift, their gift will make room for itself. The brethren cannot help making room for it, because they would recognise gift; otherwise they would be against God if they did not. 

    BMDIs that why the word elders is usually in the plural? 

    SMcCMeaning that there is no such thing as a brother over a city. Gift is universal, catholic, never local, but if in a locality there is a gift, the brethren will be glad to make room for what he has. But then his gift will not overshadow the locality. In the working out of administration in care among the saints, it is a matter of eldership; the elders are in the city, the whole city. 

    WHWIn regard to leadership, would it be safer to speak of the feature of leadership? 

    SMcCThe feature of leadership among the saints in a day of brokenness. 

    WHWThat allows for bringing in a sister. There are sisters in scripture that have the features of leadership. 

    SMcCDeborah was an outstanding example. 

    WHWYes, and Elizabeth in the beginning of Luke. 

    QuesWould Hebrews 13: 7 bear on it at all? Remember your leaders who have spoken to you the word of God; and considering the issue of their conversation, imitate their faith. 

    SMcCVery good. 

    RemJesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come. 

    SMcCHebrews 13 helps us as to the matter of leadership. Leadership past, and leadership present. We are to remember our leaders who have spoken to us the word of God, that is leadership past, a great matter to see. The young brothers need to think of the leaders who have gone before them, we were referring to it at the outset, think of what has entered into the establishment of the testimony in this area, the work of J. G. Deck, J.N.D., the work of Mr. Wigram and Dr. Glenny and others, all the pioneering work that entered into that. We are to remember those and imitate their faith. 

    TRHWould Judah, who has been referred to, be an example for us? Hear Jehovah the voice of Judah, bring him unto his people, may his hands strive. 

    SMcCWell, exactly. We could look now at these references to the twelve superintendents. Their areas are not the best; sometimes younger brothers say, if they were only in a certain locality, where they have no troubles, no difficulties, how much better they would get on in their souls. That is not the divine way. The divine way is to prosper where God has set you, whatever the trouble is. Not that one is putting a premium on trouble, but you take this matter of Mt. Ephraim, it was a place of trouble, the prophets say a good deal about Ephraim, and then you take the upland of Dor, and the villages of Jair, and the region of Argob which is in Bashan, sixty great cities with walls and bars of bronze, and then the area of the Amorites, and Og, the king of Bashan. All these geographical references bring up difficult terrain in which they had to operate and work out the administration. 

    HTSo that David could say, In pressure thou hast enlarged me. 

    SMcCWell, exactly. That is the way it works out normally. The truth increases in value to us as we pass through things with God. 

    HBAnd is it not said prophetically of Jesus, He shall grow up from his own place. 

    SMcCOne of the most delightful references we have in the prophetic scriptures. He shall grow up from his own place. If you want to exercise influence begin at home, begin in your own locality. The Lord Jesus began at Nazareth. They could not resist the grace that marked his words as he set on the preaching. I suppose we have not got as far as we intended, but we might look at it this afternoon. 

    WHWI wondered if you might just make a remark as to the two married daughters of Solomon. Have you any thought about that? 

    SMcCWe might be able to say more about it this afternoon. I think they suggest persons who are taking on matters. The one takes Solomons daughter as wife and of the other it says. Solomons daughter was his wife. There is a kind of reciprocal feature in the statements; but despite the difficulties he was prepared to take on what was linked with the regime and the administration in a subjective way and work it out. 

  
    DIGNITY AND WEALTH IN ADMINISTRATION (2) (SMC 5)

    1 Kings 4: 20 - 34

    SMcCAs we did not finish chapter 4 we might refer back a little to it, for the teaching of it is important in regard to the present time. As was said this morning 1 Kings gives us the heavenly side of the type of the truth bearing on Christ and the assembly at the present moment. Chronicles gives us more the side linked with the world to come - the millennium, therefore the remarkable stress of sonship in Kings which we do not have in Chronicles in the same way. While it is there, it is not seen to the extent to which it is seen in 1 Kings, and the absence in Kings of the veil, the folding doors in the temple, all stressing in our minds in the teaching in the type, the liberty connected with the side of things that we are considering. We might just refer to this verse 7 to the end of verse 19 and verse 20 where it is alluded to, to see how the working out of the administration under Solomon, as in verse 20 involve felicitous conditions among the brethren, as it says Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking and making merry. It is to point us in our thoughts to the prosperity of an administration of this kind of character where the spirit and grace of sonship is prominent, difficult territories entering into the areas in which influence is exercised, verses 7 and 19, but whatever the area and whatever the disadvantage may be and difficulty, each yields its quota to the richness and fulness of what is linked with King Solomons table. I think that souls coming amongst us need to get an impression of King Solomons table, that there is no doubt amongst us, it is not that they are just coming into a sphere of light, important as that is - there is light as we shall see in the sphere, but there is an abundance of spiritual food of a rich substantive and qualitative character. 

    ATSIt was one of the things that impressed the Queen of Sheba, was it not? 

    SMcCJust so. She was impressed with the happiness of the realm, the relations between Solomon and his servants, and I think souls in coming amongst us should get an impression as to the felicitous conditions that belong to the assembly world. 

    WHWWould Paul be referring to that in Philippians 4 where he says And know also ye, O Philippians, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I came out of Macedonia, no assembly communicated anything to me in the way of giving and receiving save ye alone and so on: Not that I seek gift, but I seek fruit abounding to your account? 

    SMcCThe letter to the Philippians is remarkable for the particular happy atmosphere that there seems to be amongst the brethren. Not just superficial happiness but the settled joy and happiness that is linked with the enjoyment of the truth from the heavenly side. 

    WRSDoes that link with the thought of eternal life enjoyed amongst the saints? 

    SMcCWell, it does. It would involve that, that there is an environment and sphere in the assembly where we have buoyant conditions. Eternal life involves that. 

    GWBWould the two references by the Lord in John 20 to Peace be to you stand related to what you are saying, in the matter of peace? 

    SMcCWell, It would. The Lord had in mind to set them at ease. It is a great matter to be relieved from stress in the assembly realm. The assembly realm brings before us a deathless state of things, where the power of death is known, is broken, so properly speaking in the assembly realm we should be free and happy in our spirits. 

    LISo would the people here not be speaking about the difficult territories or areas you have mentioned, but as dwelling together they would be happy in the joy of divine things. 

    SMcCJust so. The difficult things have been gone through in the opening chapters of the book. The features of the man of sin and shame which appeared to the displacement of David and Solomon were thoroughly gone over in the first three chapters in the book, and Solomon is projected on to our view through the prophetic service of Nathan, the maternal influence of Bathsheba, and the moral weight acquired in military prowess of Benaiah, and Zadok comes into it as bringing the horn of oil out of the tent of meeting, to anoint Solomon. 

    LIWould such conditions as are before us in this chapter greatly facilitate recovery? I was thinking of Luke 15, How many hired servants of my fathers have abundance of bread, and I perish here by famine, and it says they began to make merry. 

    SMcCExactly. This involves the truth of Luke 15, because Luke 15 really involves Ephesians in the full result of it, that we have our happy, buoyant state of things in the house of God referred to there, all conducive to the help of returning ones such as is set out in the teaching. 

    DAISo that Naomi had heard that Jehovah had visited his people to give them bread. Is that the forerunner of the movement to go back? 

    SMcCYes. Therefore the importance of settled relations between us that no moral distance should be allowed, that matters that require settling should be settled and settled quickly so that there are relations which tend to the promotion of these conditions of holy and happy felicity among the brethren. 

    GHWWould the bringing in of the horn of oil into the tent of meeting bring in what the Spirit is as amongst the saints? 

    SMcCYes, it would point to a spiritual movement in which the Spirit of God is, making way for Christ. That is the only man that the Spirit of God will make way for. He will not make way for any other man, but Christ. 

    JHDo you suggest that the dealing with moral conditions suggested in the earlier chapters has particularly in mind the setting free for the enjoyment of the conditions suggested here? 

    SMcCThat is it exactly. It is making way for the wealth of Solomons administration, especially in view of Judah and Israel being many, eating and drinking and making merry. There are thus conditions in which the truth prospers as indicated here. 

    CAISo what we have considered in the chapter in regard to sonship in the first six verses, and then personality coming out in this way of superintending, things become regulated; is that necessary in view of this felicitous state of things being promoted? 

    SMcCWell, exactly, and it is important that there should be this testimonially amongst us if the truth of the glad tidings is to prosper. Souls are going to get help. We need the enjoyment of the truth substantially with us and amongst us. 

    GWBHence your reference to the necessity to have things settled quickly that things might flow. Is that what you had in mind? 

    SMcCThat is right, and especially do we need to be helped to see the importance of putting our hand to matters. Someone was referring when we closed this morning to the fact that in two instances daughters of Solomon are referred to. Verse 11 it says Ben-Abinadab had all the upland of Dor; Taphath the daughter of Solomon was his wife. And then later it says in verse 15 as to Basmath: Ahimaaz in Nephtali; he also took Basmath the daughter of Solomon as wife. We have the particular links in affinity with Solomon, not only King Solomon on the throne exercising the benign influence objectively, and affecting things subjectively throughout the whole realm, but we have these persons that are referred to - Officers, persons of moral quality were linking on with all this in its objective way. 

    WHWWould the two references given, give an indication that the superintendents were keeping in close touch with Solomon? 

    SMcCThat is what I thought in saying that there were links of affinity between them. That they were not only officially in the position, but there was a certain link in affinity with them, between Solomon and themselves. 

    WHWDo you think these two references might have a bearing on our present day - sisters being in the care meetings? 

    SMcCWell, exactly, especially where you have matters working out in this way in regard to the administration of Solomon. Solomon had twelve superintendents over all Israel; and they provided food for the king and his household: each man his month in the year had to make provision. And these women are brought into it, showing the important part that the sisters have in it too, while not so much is said about them, they are there. 

    CAISo that apart from the side of sonship or what there may be in relation to Solomon officially, there is this link on a family line. The daughters of Solomon would bring in that side, wouldnt they? 

    SMcCWell, they would, especially stressing the feminine side. The Lord has been helping us much as to the subjective and feminine side in recent years. 

    RGCWould not a superintendent like this in verse 15, choosing what is good and choice have a very powerful influence for good? 

    SMcCA modifying influence, not modifying in the sense that the truth is modified, but we all know how our wives help to modify us. We can thank God for that, that we have wives, that help to modify our extremeness in certain ways, and the subjective element acts in a modifying way. 

    DRTWould that be seen in Priscilla along with Aquila in the way they help Apollos? 

    SMcCExactly. Three times he is put first and three times she is put first. 

    WHWAs to your remarks bearing on the kings table, I think that is important, it would be far reaching with us. The superintendents not only caring exactly for Solomons interests, but caring for the interests of the brethren so to speak. That links on, does it, with the administration that flows from King Solomons table? 

    SMcCAnd so it says in verse 27 And those officers provided food for King Solomon, and for all who came to King Solomons table, every man in his month: they let nothing be wanting. It is not only for King Solomon but for all who came to King Solomons table. Notice the constant reference to the regal thought, and we need to keep regal thoughts in our minds from the standpoint of the administration in its heavenly bearing. 

    WHWSo that would be a real thought for us to have before us in relation to our local meetings - prayer meetings and reading meetings, addresses, ministry meetings and so on. 

    SMcCThat is how administration would work out in effect and result. Reconciliation as it is brought in connection with the truth of the glad tidings involves unity and affection among the brethren. Now that is a point that we are inclined to miss in regard to reconciliation. 

    Reconciliation does not only affect me individually in the sense that all the distance is gone and I now am in the sense of Gods pleasure and delight as before Him in Christ who is the point of complacency, but it involves our links with one another - unity of affection among the brethren. 

    RHWhat is the scripture for that, Luke 15? 

    SMcCWell, that enters into it, but Ephesians 2 which corresponds with Luke 15, says, Of the Jew and Gentile in verse 14, For he is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure, having annulled the enmity in his flesh, the law of commandments in ordinances, that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace; and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity; and, coming, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who were afar off, and the glad tidings of peace to those who were nigh. For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father. So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God. All that is pointing to the place that reconciliation has in the bringing of us together in the unity of affection in happy conditions in the house of God. 

    DRTIs that what Paul is after in Philippians 4 in the Epistle you referred to, being of the same mind in the Lord? I refer to the two sisters. 

    SMcCWell, he has a word for them, showing the influence that sisters may have, and I think in the current crisis that we have been passing through in recent times, sometimes a great deal of reference is made to those that have led, but I think the sisters need a word as to where they have been in the conflict, what feelings have marked them, and it is not only necessary that the leaders get adjusted but the general side to things amongst the brethren needs help too, so that we should all go on happily together. 

    JHWith regard to the testimonial side, is the matter of eating and drinking and making merry, would that be a suggestion of eating Christ and drinking of the Spirit? and being in the joy of it? 

    SMcCWell, it would involve an allusion to the Spirit. The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, as Paul says in Romans chapter 14. 

    CAIIn Isaiah 56 the word is that Also the sons of the alien ...  they have to be brought in in relation to Israel and made joyful in regard to Gods house of prayer. If that is so with Israel, what should it be with the assembly? 

    SMcCI think the Lord is helping us as to the Gospel that we should be more and more evangelical, on the outlook for souls in the open air and elsewhere, constantly on the outlook in view of the imminence of the translation, for the way we can help souls - whether believers or unbelievers. 

    WHWSo would that be the reason why we have had pressed in ministry recently the heavenly side of the gospel being brought into it by those who serve? 

    SMcCI think so. That is the point here because the more heavenly we are, the greater and wider is our outlook. You will remember that in the Colossian Epistle Paul says that he laboured to present every man perfect in Christ. A remarkable statement as he comes on to church ground, because that does not mean every man among, the saints, the brethren, the people of God, it means every man, it means what it says every man - he laboured in his ministry to present every man perfect in Christ. 

    LIIn relation to presenting the heavenly side of the gospel, what you have said as to the testimonial side seems very important. Would it be that if these conditions are there in the way of witness the gospel would be greatly strengthened in the presentation of it. 

    SMcCWell, that is the point. So that what Moses said, we want to be able to say to people Come with us and we will do thee good, that is, we have something that we can draw the attention of persons to. 

    CAIAs to this heavenly side of things, would you say it is a matter not so much of attainment, but entering into the truth connected with what is established in the economy. The throne is supreme under the Fathers ordering in love. 

    SMcCWell, I think so, the man that takes the daughter of Solomon as his wife suggests that we are prepared to take on the light and truth that govern the position. We are not saying Well, it is beyond me, and I am not up to it, and I am not equal to it, the Lord helps us all, and it is a good thing for the young brothers and sisters to see this side, that the Lord helps us as we take on the truth. 

    CAISo things are set before us in Christ adding the blessedness of what is in the mind of God for us as portrayed there; and what is seen there is also to be seen here. 

    SMcCWell, exactly. 

    ESBIs that why it says each man has his month, not a month? 

    SMcCIt is a beautiful touch that. His month. We remember in Numbers, every prince has his day. I think God gives everyone of us our opportunity, and it is a great thing for the young brethren to see that now is their opportunity and to make the most of it. God loves to see what the month will bring out - what the day will bring out so to say. His month, not somebody elses month. 

    RGCWould you say a word then as to why the provision for one day is so outlined? 

    SMcCIt seems to me, that the monthly side is brought in as to the general tenor of the supply side on the part of the man, but then the day is brought in to show us the detailed side of the position, so it says, verse 22, and Solomons provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and sixty measures of meal. Now this is to be noted, that the stable side in the position here is not all luxurious food, although it is good food, but it is substantial food which is needed to build up a sound heavenly constitution. 

    RGCAre these conditions then to be constant, not to be spasmodic? Apparently this provision is for every day, although only one day is emphasised. 

    SMcCThat is it. It points to sustained conditions. That is every day, or one day, points to sustained conditions in this realm. There is not one week when there is an awful dearth and the next week where there is full and nothing lacking - it is a sustained condition of things that is in mind here. 

    RGCDid not one of our early brethren say that Christianity works in what we bring, not what we find. Is that the exercise to come out of this, to see what we are bringing to help in this constant supply? 

    SMcCWell, that is it. That is what this teaching would help us to see, that we are given the opportunity to exploit whatever the area or region of exercise might be related to our responsibility. He has given us that to work out. Now what will we do? What first does this man that is called Ben-Geber in verse 13 - it says Ben-Geber, in Ramoth-Gilead; he had the villages of Jair the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead; he had the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty great cities with walls and bars of bronze. He did not come back and say to Solomon I cant work out that territory, it is too difficult. That is the territory that was his, and our cities are the places where God has set us. Wherever we are we are to work out the matters, wherever we have our area, and sphere of responsibility. 

    CAISo if we are on the line of giving thanks to the Father who has made us fit and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, the spirit of thanksgiving should characterise us? 

    SMcCWell, exactly. There is nothing promotes spiritual prosperity like buoyant conditions in our souls. We are not ignoring the other side of the truth where the truth always brings about displacement in ourselves through pressure and difficulty and other means. 

    EBrIs this side of things - of speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs? 

    SMcCYes. I think that enters into this chapter in a peculiar way, promoting the buoyant conditions that we have here - eating and drinking and making merry. 

    DRTWould this be worked out in Ephesus? We read of the twelve there, twelve men, we read also of reasoning daily and it says there that they heard the word of the Lord, it is like the food, is it? 

    SMcCThe word of the Lord would be regulating, the word of the Lord is mentioned on the great militant side in Acts 19. In Corinth where we have the opening up of the mind of God it is the word of God that is alluded to. 

    WHWWould the provisions in verses 22 and 23 be the exercises that brethren take up as we receive the ministry, and work these exercises out until there is something definite? 

    SMcCThat is what one is particularly thinking about and especially that the younger ones should be helped as to Mr. Darbys and Mr. Ravens and Mr. Stoneys ministry. The thirty measures of fine flour and sixty measures of meal represent the truth on the stable side in relation to what is needed in our souls. Good foundations you might say. The truth of deliverance and the truth of union in Mr. Stoneys ministry, for instance. 

    WHWSo the thought of the kings table, you might say, fits into any local company? 

    SMcCWell, it does. That is where it would work out practically, in the local company. 

    JHYou speak of what is substantial. Is that to build what you were speaking of this morning - substantial persons? 

    SMcCThat is it. That the things that we are talking about are not to be just fancied thoughts in our minds; pictures which delight our minds, but the truth is to affect us substantially, so that we are built up substantially with a constitution suited to the greatness of that which we have part in. 

    RGWYou can count on divine Persons seeing that this provision is available if we take on the responsibility of supplying it. 

    SMcCWe can count on it in the local gathering. Think of the importance of the Spirit of God when we come together to read the scriptures. We notice here that there is the measure of fine flour and sixty measures of meal. All that suggests what has come about through processed means. We know that the fine flour and the sixty measures of meal would have come through a process, but then we get for instance twenty oxen out of the pastures, out of the pastures, the immediate bearing as it were of the truth in freshness and in power in regard to matters. 

    BDDoes this make for a balance in the ministry, so that no feature of the truth is over-stressed? 

    SMcCWell, it does. And I do not think we generally realise the importance of the Synopsis - Mr. Darbys Synopsis. A young man should read the Synopsis. Sometimes we say, well, Mr. Darbys ministry is difficult to read. It may be, but you will find that the more you keep at it the more you will be drawn to it and the more you will be helped by it. 

    GSFDoes love enter into it? I mean the love of the truth? In Proverbs it speaks of loving wisdom. 

    SMcCThe love of the truth enters into it. Paul tells Timothy - he says thou hast fully followed up his teaching, referring to the teaching. It is a great matter that the truth should be fully followed up. 

    AMWould you say that Solomons provision is the aggregate of what each locality would provide? Are we dependent on that? 

    SMcCWell, I think if you look at it working out locally it is the aggregate of what all the saints provide, and especially persons who are working out things in their souls. 

    CAISo that each needs to be entering into satisfaction with happiness and joyfulness? And that would be brought into the meetings, would it not? 

    SMcCIt is an important thing that we should see in the locality how the principle of Solomons provision is to be worked out, for some say Well, we want to get fresh application of the truth. Well, that is good, and important that we make room for the Spirit, but we want to get what is linked with the truth known and enjoyed in a foundational way, too. That is what gives substance to the position. 

    ATSWith regard to Mr. Darbys writings, is it not striking that the basic foundation of everything that has come out since is covered there? 

    SMcCJust so. And beloved Mr. Taylor has drawn our attention to the fact that it is important that we should read the Synopsis. 

    RGNIs it not essential to get the true basic bearing of the truth before it can be applied to any matter locally? 

    SMcCWell, it is, otherwise we may fail in rightly applying it. 

    GAASo the Apostle says to Timothy, Have an outline of sound words? 

    SMcCThat is it. Sound words. How important that is that we should have the truth in a sound way. Soundness is a great word in the Epistles. 

    GHWDoes this work out as linked with the king, the man Christ Jesus, who has gone up into heaven? 

    SMcCThat the Lord is on the throne on high, not on His own throne. Solomon sat on the throne of David his father, sat on the throne of Jehovah instead of David his father and the Lord Jesus is in that position on high, and things are working out from Him up there as our brother was alluding in his prayer. He is up there and the Spirit is down here and what is down here is commensurate with what is up there. That is a great thing to get into our souls. 

    AMMr. Raven said Grace is commensurate with glory. 

    SMcCIt is. 

    GWBSo we have the course charted for us, have we, plotted out and with all this to help us we should learn the more quickly? 

    SMcCWell, we should. There is no time to be lost in view of the imminence of the rapture. The Lords coming is near and we should all be watching, not only waiting but watching day by day because it is near. 

    ESWDoes Psalm 16 bring out what he thinks of what he has down here? To the saints, ... the … excellent thou hast said, in them is all my delight. 

    SMcCYes. Showing the dignity of the saints from that viewpoint. 

    RGCWhat about the animals that like the heights, the harts, gazelles and the fallow-deer? 

    SMcCWell, I suppose they would all represent features of food which would affect the saints constitutionally. That is, the harts and gazelles would not be cumbersome in their movements like the ox, and the oxen are referred to. They, the oxen, fill a certain position. You remember how they come in later on to support the great administration of cleansing in the sea, but here it is a matter of the food that they present. They would build up a constitution in the saints which would result in some feature corresponding to what the oxen suggest. The same with the harts, the gazelles and the fallow-deer. 

    GAAWould the hart represent alertness that we might be able to pick up what the spirit of God has in mind for the moment? 

    SMcCThat is it. Alertness and sensitiveness, involving the making room for the Holy Spirit. 

    DRTI was going to ask, would there be a link in that way with the victuals that had to be prepared before passing over the Jordan? 

    SMcCYes. The subject of food is very extensive in the scriptures. We get food for various positions - food for leaving Egypt, food for the wilderness, food for crossing the Jordan, and food when we have crossed the Jordan. I would think that the harts, gazelles, fallow-deer and fatted fowl, is food that belongs to the land. That builds up the kind of constitution that can enjoy the land. 

    GWBSo that in Song of Songs 2 we have: My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. 

    SMcCWell, there it is. It is not their food but it is working out in the persons, working out in the object of the lover there and I think you would see this feature in the assembly in our relations with Christ. Rebecca sprang off the camel. Achsah you will remember was marked by movement, in regard to the upper and the nether springs. 

    CAISpiritual agility would be implied and these features would be native to the land. 

    SMcCWell, they are. And they would save us from ponderous movements when it comes to this side of the truth. If we have become crystallised in our outlook our movements will become correspondingly ponderous and difficult, but if we are moving in the energy of the Spirit, making room for the Spirit, we shall be marked by grace in our movements spiritually and sensitiveness, suggested in these animals. 

    CAIAnd yet with a holy liberty in it all? 

    SMcCYes. 

    HBThe reference to them in the end of Song of Songs 2 is be thou like a gazelle or a young hart, upon the mountains of Bether, which as the footnote suggests means ravines. Do you think this quality in the saints would enable us to move where things are difficult? 

    SMcCSo that to rightly fill out the position we have to enjoy the truth from the heavenly side, that is what it would convey. 

    WHWSo the man from Baal-shalishah brings the right kind of food for the kings table, would you say? He comes in from the heavenly side. 

    SMcCHe is a remarkable man. We are told he came from Baal-shalishah, but what his reputation was, well we just do not know anything about it. We make a good deal of reputation - persons who have a reputation, but here is a man who comes in with what is needed, and it says of him that he had bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh ears of corn in his sack. And he said, Give to the people that they may eat. He represents an unknown element coming in mysteriously, somebody who has got something, and we have to make room for that among the people of God. 

    RemHe comes in with food prepared for eating, does he not, but then he has also unprepared food. What does that suggest? 

    SMcCIt might link with the twenty oxen out of the pastures. There might be a lot to be done afterwards, but there it is. Anyway it is quite a contrast to the great pot and the gourds that are shred into it. Our Bible readings should not become opportunities for the fancied novelties of the natural mind, because the natural mind likes to speculate and to roam in things. We can make room for the Spirit so that the teaching is sound. 

    RGWThe Lord speaks in Matthew of the householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old. Would that have a bearing on what you are speaking of? 

    SMcCWell, exactly. Every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens. That is, he is one who has come under training. Discipleship in Matthew involves regular training, regular education, and I think with all of us, especially the younger ones, that they want to lay themselves out for discipleship as in Matthews Gospel. The Lord says Every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man that is a householder. Many young brethren want to know how to get on in the truth. They want to know how to prosper in their souls. Well, the thing is to give themselves over to what the Lord speaks of - discipleship in Matthews Gospel. Every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens. 

    GWBWould there not, too, be something in it for us all, those of us who are older that there may be a quicker prospering with us? 

    SMcCYes. The idea of being discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is not a thing coming out of the air. It is a question of what enters into your life, the forming disciplinary processes that disciplined to the kingdom of the heavens alludes to. 

    LIIs it good to bear the yoke in our youth in that way? 

    SMcCWell, it is. It is an important thing that we should not be afraid of the yoke in our youth, as Jeremiah says in the Lamentations. 

    WHWIs all this working so delightful to King Solomon that his mind turns now to the house? 

    SMcCThe closing verses allude to the remarkable increase in the ministry, we might say, where sonship is in such prominence in Solomon, as in verse 29, involving wisdom and very great understanding and largeness of heart. It leads us to this verse 32, three thousand proverbs; and his songs were a thousand and five, and all that he speaks of would suggest I think the great variety which we have in our ministry flowing out of all this. 

    GWBWould you say something as to largeness of heart? 

    SMcCWell, that fits in with the Church Epistles, Love ... towards all the saints. 

    LISo is this in simple language a universal language and interest? In all that pertains to the assembly? 

    SMcCThat is it. We must not be narrow in our outlook. We must not be localised. We must not be parochial. We want to have a large outlook embracing all the saints. 

    CAIHow would that apply in these days? Is it limited to those we are walking with in the truth? 

    SMcCNo. We are holding the ground for our brethren who are not in the truth. We sorrow over the matter that they are not in the truth, but we have to work out things with those who are in the truth, that we can work out the truth with, but we carry our brethren in our hearts, at least we should. 

    WHWSo would your remarks bear on Luke 14? 

    SMcCExactly. 

    WHWCelebration of grace. The Lord coming out in the largeness of His thoughts. 

    SMcCSo that would help us greatly in our outlook in the administration, whether it involves the gospel reaching to souls that are not yet saved, or whether in regard to souls that have been adversely affected and need help in relation to the truth. 

    GWBIncluding those who have been withdrawn from? You said something elsewhere as to our attitude towards such. 

    SMcCWell, the Lord is helping us to serve with the same objective as He has, and that is recovery. But of course we must not become unbalanced in the truth. We must not allow the truth to get out of balance in our minds. We want to serve persons as much as we can on a priestly basis to help them with the truth, such as you have referred to. 

    TMWould that be effected as having to do with God as to persons? 

    SMcCExactly. If you were praying for a person, and I think that anyone that approaches a person with a view to helping them should pray about them first. The only way that they can have moral power with a person is as they pray for them. 

    SLThat would not be what is momentary, would it? It is what would be continuous. 

    SMcCWell, it is a great thing that we should continue in prayer, especially for those who have been withdrawn from. We are not to forget them. Someone was saying to me the other day that someone suggested they should not be prayed for. Why should they not be prayed for? 

    CAIDo you think such persons would be included in the prayer in 1 John 5, If any see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he shall give him life? Would such persons be excluded from that kind of prayer? 

    SMcCNo, they would not. We find that Solomons great prayer is a great lesson to every one of us with regard to those who may get away and be marked by famine and lack of rain and other things. He says when they turn towards this house, the place where God has set his name, God will hear, showing what a place all these conditions had in his mind. 

    GWBWould you say that priestly contact with such would greatly assist and set forward? 

    SMcCYes. Not social contact. We should never promote social contact with persons that have been withdrawn from. If we can help them on a priestly basis, by priestly means, then good, but everyone of us remember that it is essential that it must be priestly otherwise if they are unrepentant we may become defiled by what has defiled them. 

    TRHDeuteronomy says in relation to the cities of refuge, that they were to make a way to it. Do you think we should keep a way open? 

    SMcCWe certainly should. That enters into verse 25, and Israel dwelt safely. If there is any place where we should understand safety, if there is any place where the young people should be made to understand safety it is in the assembly. It is the only place they are safe. If there are any young people here who wonder as to whether they will be able to get through High School or through their business, if they are outside the fellowship, the thing is to commit themselves to the fellowship; they will get all the protection that is linked with the administration in that realm to see them through. 

    LISo the Lord added to the assembly such as were to be saved. 

    SMcCWell, exactly. 

    RGCAnd referring to the other person who is not with us, if such person confess his sin and forsake it, should he not immediately find mercy and come back into the place of safety and protection? 

    SMcCWell, that is what the Lord is helping us to see. The glory of redemption is to lay hold of our souls so that we can become more and more forgiving, 

    not excusing evil, not passing over evil, because redemption does not pass over evil, but a willingness to act like God. 

    ESWThe whole city was moved at Naomis return? 

    SMcCYes, exactly. 

    GAAReferring to your remark as to prayers for persons withdrawn from, I take it you mean that we should be free to pray for them at our prayer meetings. 

    SMcCWell, we do. We have young brothers and sisters who have been withdrawn from. Are we not going to pray for them? We certainly pray for them, for we want to see them fully recovered. 

    GAAWell, I think we need help in that because I dont think it has been a practice in New Zealand. 

    S.McC. On what basis? 

    GAAI am seeking to enquire for the help of the brethren here so that we may be freer to express prayer for withdrawn-from persons. I am glad you brought the matter up. 

    SMcCThe very last word in the book of the Revelation is let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take the water of life freely. The way is open for persons to come back. Verse 14: Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, as though the door is open for returning persons. On the other hand if persons do not want to return it says, let him that does unrighteously, do unrighteously still; and let the filthy make himself filthy still; and let him that is righteous practise righteousness still, but the door is always open for returning ones. 

    ARGI think we followed the ministry that was given that at the very time of withdrawing we should look for recovery. That was brought to us in ministry, was it not, and I think the brethren accepted it and are acting on it? 

    TGMWell, if we are acting on it, we are surely free to pray for a person, but could you help us as to how we should address them, as a brother or sister? 

    SMcCWell, how would you address them? 

    TGMI would address them in the way I felt was due, that was my feeling, am I right? 

    SMcCYou would not use endearing expressions because there is a reserve that has come in. You would not speak of our dear brother and our beloved brother in Christ or anything like that, but then abstractly they belong to the family of God, the link has never been broken. Withdrawing from persons never breaks the link in the family of God. It breaks the communal link; that is, the link in fellowship and communion in our practical relations with one another, but it never interferes with what is basic. We do not deliver persons over to Satan in our day. That was apostolic. 

    RGCThey may forfeit certain privileges, but they do not forfeit their status in the family, do they? 

    SMcCIn the family of God, no, but we could not speak of them normally in endearing terms as of the family of God, because the very fact that they are practising sin is contrary to their nature as belonging to the family of God. He that is begotten of God does not sin, so we would be sparing in our references as to terms of endearment, but they are still our brother or sister. 

    WHUWould you pray for them as a brother or a sister, or as wanderers, those out of the way? 

    SMcCWell, the only thing I can say is that in our local meeting we have prayed for them as brothers or sisters who have gone out into the world and have been withdrawn from. 

    CAIThat is why that verse in 1 John 5, if anyone see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, is not limited to a certain position in the testimony, is it? 

    SMcCWell, as I say there would be care in the use of our expressions depending on the degree of the sin. But there are young persons of whom we must make a difference. We have persons that we constantly pray for, who have been withdrawn from. 

    GWBNot wishing to delay, but going back to that for a moment. In certain parts the idea has been that you leave persons with the Lord. 

    SMcCYes, but then the Lord is in heaven, is He not? We are down here, we have to deal with persons. The Lord is in heaven, so the thing works out through the priests. We have to deal with persons, although we must keep the balance of the truth in our minds, let him be to thee as one of the nations and a tax-gatherer. We must keep that matter clear in our minds. 

    HT1 Corinthians 5, it does not suggest there that you call the person a brother. It speaks of him, verse 5, him that has so wrought this: to deliver him, being such, to Satan. 

    SMcCBut read down! Come down further - verse 11. Read verse 11. 

    HTBut now I have written to you, if any one called brother be fornicator. 

    SMcCYou see it comes in there as to the matter, but then it says, verse 13, not the brother but remove the wicked person from amongst yourselves. That is, he has become so characterised by this thing, this element of evil, that it clothed him - a wicked person. Nevertheless Paul writes in his second epistle to assure them of his love when repentance takes place. 

    JRDo you think there is the danger of us being governed by tradition, instead of being governed by the truth? 

    SMcCWell, it may be. There is always that danger. 

    HTHow would you regard this person spoken of then, this wicked person, until recovery comes about? 

    SMcCWell, what does Matthew 18 say, what does the scripture say? What does the word of God say? Matthew 18, verse 17: But if he will not listen to them, tell it to the assembly; and if also he will not listen to the assembly, let him be to thee. That is, not exactly to the assembly, but to thee. That is, each one of us as responsible as one of the nations and a tax-gatherer. As one of the nations so there is the metaphor, not that he is one of the nations, but as one of the nations. 

    JHThat is on account of his present position in that way? 

    SMcCExactly. 

    RGCWhat does that involve then, as one in your mind? 

    SMcCWell, there can be no social contact or intercourse with such. 

    CAIThat is the matter of attitude towards him. 

    SMcCYes, matter of attitude towards him. 

    HTNow in praying for such, how would we address the Lord in regard of such? 

    SMcCWell, how would you address the Lord in regard of such? 

    HTWell, I wouldnt be happy to say brother. 

    S.McC. On what basis? 

    HTWell, if there is recovery there or repentance it makes the position a little different, does it not? Would you not expect to see that? No doubt it would be right to carry them prayerfully before the Lord in view of recovery, but does it not bring in the breach upon those relationships? 

    SMcCIt brings in a breach on the fellowship in those relationships. 1 Corinthians 5, verse 11, says if any one called brother be fornicator, or avaricious, or idolater, or abusive, or a drunkard, or rapacious, not to mix with him; with such a one not even to eat. That is very plain. Now he says if any one called brother, notice that, for what have I to do with judging those outside also? ye, do not ye judge them what are within? But those without God judges. Remove the wicked person, not the brother now, the wicked person from amongst yourselves. I mean there would be no point, in judging a sin like this, in clothing the person by speaking of what he is in the family of God, because he is clothed with the sin, yet abstractly in your mind you hold him as belonging to the family of God. Concretely he is this wicked person. He is clothed and covered with this wickedness, but abstractly in your mind he belongs to the family of God, but clothed with this thing, coloured by it, and there can be no communion or carrying on with him. 

    DRTWould you differentiate between the in Christ position and being in the Lord? This is not a subject, which is exactly wasting time, because there has been a great deal said about it in this city and a lot of enquiry made as to it. 

    SMcCWell, if the brethren need help, and we want to get help, we can afford to delay a minute or two longer. What is the difficulty that you have? 

    ARGDoes not the Spirit of God seem to use the word brother almost entirely in connection with relations one with another, and although those in relation thus with one another do belong to the family, yet the word brother is not introduced or emphasised in connection with the family side, is it? I thought scripture, especially Johns epistle and other references in the Old Testament seem to indicate that the term brother has force in connection with our relations with one another; and if we have to break the relations with one another as we do in withdrawal, the force of the word brother ceases meanwhile. Is that right? Mr. Taylor has said it is equal to putting to death. 

    SMcCAs regards our practical communion or fellowship, but certainly not as regards our abstract relations in the family of God. 

    ARGNo, I do not think anybody has thought it severs anything in the abstract line. I have never heard of anyone thinking that in this district. 

    GWBIf that is so, would you be free in a becoming and in a restrained and quiet way to pray for the brother and the sister, is that so? 

    SMcCWell, you certainly would. 

    GWBSo the relationship as son is not broken. Once a son always a son. 

    SMcCIt would seem by what is said that that is not the difficulty. 

    WHWDoes not priestliness answer the difficulty? The priest in the first place considers for God, secondly for the fellowship, thirdly for the person concerned. 

    SMcCI would think that it would all depend on what is in the brothers mind when he speaks of the brother. If he has in mind the social side, the side of fellowship, or communion, then I would say it is wrong to speak that way, but if the brother is speaking of what the person is basically, as belonging to the family of God and seeking his recovery, why should he not speak of him as brother? Certainly it would not be sin to refer to him as brother in praying for such and their recovery. 

    WHWQuite so. I think you helped us in Auckland on that very point, did you not? 

    SMcCIt says in regard of Lot when he was taken captive, And Abraham heard that his brother was taken captive. I think it all depends on what is in a brothers mind when he is using the expression. 

    ARGYes. I think it is due to brethren to believe, and I personally believe, that the exercise underlying this is that the careless use of such a term undermines the very important principle of holiness and separation. It leaves certain persons in the minds of many brethren almost on the same footing as they were before, for sometimes dreadful conduct, we have had to withdraw from them. 

    SMcCWell, if a person is going on in dreadful conduct, and sin, his very conduct denies the relationship, so you would have great hesitancy in referring to him as a brother because of the conduct that marks him. 

    ARGThat is it. What gave rise to the exercise in a specific way was a case of fornication, thoroughly established without the slightest ground for disputing it. 

    SMcCWell, of course, fornication may be dealt with on the principle of Galatians 6, verse 1. 

    ARGThis was a course though. 

    SMcCWell, if it was like what we have here in 1 Corinthians 5, it says remove the wicked person from amongst yourselves. 

    ARGClearly. I mean the cases in the minds of the brethren clearly come in the category of 1 Corinthians 5. We get grace as you were pointing out in the 2nd Epistle do we not, when recovery is in view? 

    SMcCSo it would resolve itself, as we have said, in what the brother is thinking of when he says that. Is he thinking of what the person is abstractly in the family of God, or is he thinking of him according to normal privileges in fellowship and communion? If it is the latter I would say it was wrong, if the former I should not have any difficulty with it. Certainly you would not charge a brother with sin if he did refer to one withdrawn from as a brother. 

    DAIWhat is the bearing of Luke 15, the shepherd leaves the ninety and nine to go after the one which is lost? 

    SMcCWell, the sheep is always the sheep in that sense. That is the primary thought. If you are thinking of the brother as the primary thought, as of the family of God, well we pray for our brethren that are in the systems around. Surely we call them our brethren although their conduct denies the relationship. 

    ESWAt the end it says, this thy brother was dead and has come to life again. 

    SMcCJust so. 

    ARGWould it be right to think of the abstract side more as connected in the mind of the Spirit with the children more than brother or sister? Would the abstract side, the family side, be linked more with born of God, His children? 

    SMcCWell, you might get into difficulty on those lines, because the Lord says one is your master and all ye are brethren. 

    CAIThou shalt not abhor an Edomite, he is thy brother. 

    WHUWhy is that term wicked person retained in that last verse of the 5th chapter? 

    SMcCTo show the right judgment we should have of the person as not dissociated from the sin. We would deal with the principle of evil or sin from which he refuses to dissociate himself; but as refusing to dissociate himself, we must necessarily deal with him, because he is covered by the thing - the wicked person. Therefore if we are thinking of the outward course of the person and his movements in relation to the brethren, it would not do to refer to him as brother - he is a wicked person; but if we are carrying in our thoughts what he is as of the family of God, and he still belongs to the family of God, he is our brother. 

    RGCSo that if we are burying one who has died out of fellowship like that, we would surely refer to burying the body of our brother, committing his body as our brother to the Lord, would we not? 

    SMcCThere would be a true regard to the whole position. In Chronicles some of the kings were buried in the sepulchres of the kings, another was buried in a separate house in the wilderness, showing that all that would enter into a burial, that a right appraisal is given of the persons course. 

    TPMI think what you said as to the way we speak of them, as dear brother, or beloved brother, should help us. There is no need to do that. 

    SMcCWell, how could you speak of a wicked person as your dear brother or a beloved brother? 

    TPMI quite agree with that. I think that helps very much. 

    SMcCBut if anyone is speaking of what the person is abstractly in the family of God, why should there be difficulty? 

    MWOf the prodigal son, when he came back, the father says thy brother, so it would seem as if he was a brother right through, according to the way the scripture reads. He does not lose the title brother in the relationship, even although he is away in a far country. 

    SMcCJust so. 

    WHUThat would be a self-judged brother, would it not? 

    SMcCDo you mean the younger son? In Luke 15? 

    WHUYes, is that the one you were referring to? 

    SMcCWell, he is a repenting sinner, we can say that. He is coming back. Self-judgment is there. 

    JBIWhat is repentance? Does confession and the forsaking of sin alter our outlook on the person? 

    SMcCWell, it does. Repentance is a change of mind. A person has been going on in sin and he changes his mind about it. He has been justifying himself, and he recognises that is sin. His mind is changed. That is repentance. 

    ARGDoes it involve seeing things as God sees them? 

    SMcCYes. 

    ARGThat is what we were taught in my younger days was repentance. That the soul is brought to see a thing as God sees it. Only in measure of course. 

    SMcCYes, our capacities vary. You would not expect of a younger person what you would expect of an older person, but repentance is repentance wherever it is found. Mr. Darby rejected the thought of quantitative repentance in his writings. 

    SLIn Matthew 18 the word is if he hear thee, thou has gained thy brother. 

    SMcCYes. 

    JHDo we need a deeper knowledge of God in an understanding of His love so that we know how to act and speak in each matter as helped by the Spirit? 

    SMcCWell, we do. 

    JHNot having a fixed rule exactly, but understanding Gods thoughts better. 

    SMcCThat is right. Although I should think in regard to what has been said it would be a good deal governed by what the person has before him, because we pray for our brethren in all the systems around, some of them are going on with tremendous wickedness, but we pray for them as our brethren, as belonging abstractly to the family of God, but not available to us, and so it might be as regards one withdrawn from. We regard him abstractly as belonging to the family of God, although concretely he may be marked by the opposite we solicit God in relation to his recovery and restoration. 
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    THE VASTNESS OF DIVINE UNDERTAKINGS (JT 20)

    1 Kings 5

    JTThis scripture suggests to us the vastness in the divine mind of the undertaking which is foreshadowed here. To ordinary eyes it would appear as if Solomon were going to build a huge city, so many men  one hundred and eighty-three thousand  were employed, and one would gather that the house of the dimensions given in the next chapter would not want a great deal either in material or builders. We must note the vastness of the undertaking in the divine mind, so that there may be a corresponding idea in our minds. The result may not appear as it is in the mind of God if we look on outward things; but the Holy Spirit would impress upon us that it is a very great and stupendous work. We have to look at the result in its intrinsic worth. What is foreshadowed here is intended to convey to us that what we are occupied with is very great. The question is, what have I to do? What am I employed in, occupied in? None of these men were to be idle, they were not to be in each others way, and there was no confusion. God would call attention to the greatness of the thing we are brought into; the building is still going on, and material is still being brought in. Material is not easily procured, it is not to hand. There is a vast undertaking on, and a great deal to be done. Perhaps there has been a little neglect of rough work, and religious zeal has lapsed as in the days of Ezra; they settled down then to a very quiet time, they dwelt in ceiled houses: it required energy to get material from the mountains. To go up to the mountains requires a good deal of zeal; it is rough work. Yearning after souls is seeking material. 

    The confession of Peter in Matthew 16 brought into sight the foundation. Matthew 15 is the rough work that preceded the stones being brought in. The woman there is not yet a stone but on the way to it. At the end of the chapter we read, we get stone-squarers; there were great stones and costly stones which the king commanded to be brought. Rough work is most important, but we do not care about it. God has His own estimate of things, it is a great undertaking. It is well to keep this in view, especially in a day of small things. Zechariah 4:10. 

    QuesWould occupation with such a chapter lead us to what is universal? 

    JTThe Lord went out to the borders of Tyre and Sidon. The saints are not to be content with the children of the saints coming in; there is material to come from regions beyond. It is for us to consider how to get that material into the assembly. God would impress on us that we must not underestimate the work; the amount of workers shows us that. The apostles remained at Jerusalem, out of the region of material for the house. It involves exercise to go up to the mountain. Ephraim was given the hill country (Joshua 17); it was said to him, If thou art a great people, then get thee up to the wood and cut down for thyself. Joshua 17:15. If you are great, set to work and do something. 

    QuesWhat about sisters having part in the work? 

    JTYes, we are all called to the work; it is a question of knowing what part I am to have in it. The overseers would indicate the differences in the work. The first thing is to accept the obligation, the next the levy. There are no volunteers, we are put under tribute; the obligation is put on us. We have our work cut out, and plenty of it. Matthew 13 gives the extent of the field  the world. We are too cramped; we should move out into the region of Tyre and Sidon. In the days of Haggai God said. 

    Go up to the mountain and bring wood and build the house; Haggai 1:8 and they did so. The prophet spoke and the people began to move. The dates show the rapidity of exercise and movement. If believers could but see the vastness of the undertaking! Who hath despised the day of small things? Zechariah 4:10. In these days it is a great thing to get light on what was the mind of God at the beginning. 

    QuesAre we slack because we are deficient in light? 

    JTWe get the prophetic word. The prophets stirred up the people, and Haggai shows the result came at once. Let not your hands hang down; God will carry out His work in grace  who will join in? God is not asking for volunteers; it is an unfulfilled obligation if we do not join in the work. God will make difficulties disappear; the great mountain will become a plain; Zechariah 4:7. God is working with people. We want to get a sense of the extent and the greatness of the undertaking in Gods mind; it requires many workmen. 

    QuesWhat was the difference between the building of the house in Solomons days and the rebuilding in Ezras days? 

    JTThings are necessarily on a smaller scale in Ezras days; the main thing then is that we are not to let go the glory of the first house, that which was at the beginning. The latter glory of the house shines out now on our present position. We want the light of what was in Solomons days, but we work on in Ezras days and are encouraged as in the light of Solomons days. I think Acts answers to Solomons days, and Ezra and Nehemiah to 2 Timothy days. The overcomer in Philadelphia has the new Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven in view. You usually find in Scripture something in reserve, He himself knew what he would do. John 6:6. God kept John in reserve, and now we have the wonderful light of the city. 

    We do not always know even at the beginning of a reading what the Lord has for us, but the point is to give Him room. Peter might desire to have things a certain way, but the Lord says, What is that to thee? John 21:22. The Lord reserves His right to bring out His reserves. Daniel had more light than Ezra and Nehemiah, but he was not at Jerusalem. He was greatly beloved and he was given to understand what would befall his people at the end of the days, and it was said to him, Stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. Daniel 10:11. John leaned on Jesus bosom. Who could have told that Saul breathing out threatenings was Gods man in reserve, but the Lord knew what He would do. Paul knew God had revealed His Son in him; he had great strength in hewing. The Lord says to Paul at Corinth Acts 18:10, I have much people in this city. The stones had to be squared! Paul said, There is much rough work to be done here; so he laboured there for eighteen months. God is with us today; the governmental conditions generally in the world are intended to help. When God works with us nothing interferes. 

    QuesWould the work at Corinth be rough work? 

    JTYes, Paul preached the word of God there, he brings in the mind of God. David had prepared the material for the house, but it was reserved for Solomon to build it. He had been brought up in the affections of a son, and he had great conceptions of the undertaking. We get the beauties of the house more in 1 Kings 6. 

    QuesWhat would cutting down the timber be? 

    JTIt was like Saul  he fell to the ground. Then Ananias brought him to the sea, as it were, and told him to be baptised. The timber was to be carried down in rafts on the water. The eunuch also accepted the water in baptism. We come out of death for the structure. God takes us out of death (Romans 6), we are baptised in the name of the Lord: 

    and in the truth of our baptism we commit ourselves to the Lord. Now Solomon is going to build and Jehovah gave him wisdom. He lays the obligation on all, he raises a levy. He sent them to Lebanon to be one month there and then two months at home. He treats his workmen with the utmost consideration. The Lord is not a hard taskmaster; He says, Come ye yourselves apart ... and rest awhile. Mark 6:31. He considers for us in our toil; He took rest Himself and sleep. A servant needs that: constant toil makes us hard in spirit, we lose the heavenly character; we need the home, the rest of the assembly. Solomon had great stones and costly. We come now to what he is doing, he is looking after the stones personally. They are not put in yet. 

    QuesWhat is the thought of the foundation? 

    JTZerubbabel put the headstone on; Christ is the Foundation and the Headstone. We are at the end now; the Lord is putting on the headstone. The Lord is working at the finish, the grace of Christ is bringing all together, beautifying the house. As the corner Stone it is how He is known and held in the affections of His people. Wheat and oil in verse 11 suggest the Spirit of Christ that would give character to these activities. Wheat affords strength, oil is not anointing oil here, but food that gives heat, producing energy and thus promoting a good constitution. 

    There is an interesting touch in the last verse as to the stone-squarers  Giblites. They give the finishing touches to the stones. The chips are knocked off before we find our place amongst the saints. In the next chapter (verse. 7) we see there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool heard in the house while it was in building. Stones were finished before they were brought to the house. Very few of the Lords people are built in. Living stones fit into their niche without giving friction. 

  
    SOLOMONS WORKMEN (JT 47)

    2 Chronicles 2: 17,18; 1 Kings 5: 13 - 18; 1 Corinthians 3: 5 - 15

    JTWorkers are in mind to be considered. There is this great army of workers and no age limit is prescribed. In the earlier typical references we have age limits. The increasing ages of the youth made them liable for service in the army, and also as in levitical service according to Numbers. 

    So that, whilst inquiry will be confined largely to these three scriptures, the question of age must not be overlooked. The first typical references that are in Numbers bear on all Israel. The military requirement was very large; the Levites are given from a month old and upward. We find some twenty-two thousand taken instead of the firstborn of all Israel, but only about eight thousand of them in actual service. According to the age limits, some would be passing out of service and others coming in all the time. 

    These descriptions in Numbers, applying also to the army, bear on us now. The older ones are more or less incapacitated by age and other infirmities, so that the bearing of the application is on youth. The Lord seems to be pointing to the youth now; many are coming into the light and into the fellowship. So that what is before us today is to see their place in the service, the need being great, inclusive of all young brothers and sisters. The sisterhood spiritually seems to be coming up for review. 

    Our scriptures speak directly of the building of the house, and it is worthy of thought for the moment why there should be such a number employed; a hundred and fifty-three thousand strangers; seventy thousand being bearers of burdens, and eighty thousand to be stone-masons; and three thousand and six hundred being overseers, besides the thirty thousand of Israel under the heading of a levy, these receiving more consideration than the strangers. All these typical references bear clearly on the passage read in 1 Corinthians, where the building is directly in view, and everyone who builds is in mind. There is no doubt the vast number would have in view the continuance of the building; for it is going on now as it was in the apostles day. 

    JCTWhat had you in mind in the Israelite receiving more consideration than the stranger in this work? 

    JTIt would allude to spiritual development in the workers, I think. With the hundred and fifty-three thousand there is no special consideration; I suppose they allude to the younger, and to the comparative arduousness of their position; they are just numbered and put to work. They come down from Davids regime, so that we have to consider them in relation to Him, who Himself was a Sufferer and Worker beyond measure, that is, the Lord Jesus viewed as the antitype of David. In that respect He is the great example of toiling; the work is always there, abundance of it: Lift up your eyes, He said to His disciples, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest, John 4: 35. Other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours (verse 38). It was just a question at that particular juncture whether they were labouring very much. They were just engaged in something that one or two of them could have done alone, buying provisions. 

    FCHDo you mean that David had felt what it was to be a stranger himself? 

    JTDavid being mentioned in Chronicles in connection with this subject, the mind is directed to him, as to what his experiences were; applied to the Lord, who wrought like Him? He tells us in spirit in Zechariah, 

    I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me as bondman from my youth Zechariah 13: 5. That is a remarkable statement: it points to the readiness with which He served, taking on anything that was needed to be done without any thought of honour or dignity, which is important especially for young ones entering the service. It is not to make much of us; we are to do what is to be done; as the apostle says, these hands have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me, Acts 20: 34. He was ready to do anything that was needed; as the Lord says, I am in the midst of you as the one that serves, Luke 22: 27. That is, He did anything that was needed: very touching! 

    QuesIs it your thought that every one of us should be engaged in profitable labour for the house? 

    JTIn the light of the Lords remarks and Pauls remarks, how can any of us excuse ourselves at all  how can any believer excuse himself from doing necessary work? There were those at Thessalonica who worked not at all; well, the apostle says, You must shrink from them, they are to be put under discipline. 

    FCHThe Lord speaks of the one of the ten lepers who returned as a stranger (Luke 17: 18). 

    JTStrangership did not prevent him, on the contrary, the spirit of service was there with him. 

    FCHHe entered into the spirit of service from the beginning. 

    QuesWas that dependent on his appreciation of Christ? 

    JTQuite so. Strangership is often brought in in Scripture, to show that God is working in others besides those who are in the place of outward relationship with Him, as in the case of the ten lepers, and the Samaritan of Luke 10. 

    QuesWhat do you think would help us to enter into this labour? 

    JTWell, one thing that ought to appeal to us is the example of the Lord, seen in the gospels, also of the apostles and others seen in the Acts; and the epistles. And then, what example there is in the older brethren now. The last is to be taken to heart, for, after all, the coming generation must learn from the one passing away. The young ought to be brought up with the understanding that the work has to go on. 

    We have another set of labourers in the Scriptures  the Gibeonites, hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, Joshua 9: 21. Christ is said to have supplied the water for Israel, the Rock that followed them: that Rock was Christ, 1 Corinthians 10: 4. He was a Water Carrier. It is a most touching thought. It is not simply that He was smitten, He was smitten as the Rock, but He followed them: the Ark went before, facing the exigencies of the wilderness, the opposition, to find out a resting place for the saints, and the Rock followed with the water. So that we have examples in abundance, both in the Lord Himself and in His earlier servants. But what is evidenced now in those of us who are older? 

    ESBWhy did the Gibeonites come into this service as a result of the curse of Joshua? 

    JTThey came in that way, but they came under covenant. Joshua made a covenant with them, that they should live, thus putting them under protection; and Sauls descendants accordingly suffered because of interfering with them. So, as coming under covenant, taken on by God, whatever the preceding history, we are under His protection: that is a great matter. 

    Take the maid Rhoda, in the house of Mary the mother of Mark; she served and was persecuted because she served, but she stood by her service; showing how young people ought to serve today. 

    COBThese workers were not volunteers, they were numbered by Solomon. 

    JTConscription governs service or work in the divine system, it is not optional. I may say, Here am I, Isaiah 6: 8; God loves that, but it is obligatory on us, 

    it is not optional; any refusal of it would come under discipline. 

    COBOur wills do not come into the service. 

    JTThat is the point, I think, in the hundred and fifty-three thousand and the levy too; a number of persons put under obligation to serve. It is a question of Solomons ordering. The Lord says to His disciples, When ye shall have done all things that have been ordered you, say, We are unprofitable bondmen; we have done what it was our duty to do, Luke 17: 10. Well, what is it our duty to do? It is what these hundred and fifty-three thousand had to do. It is arbitrary, but in time we shall find we have a wonderful Master. Boaz may be viewed thus as a type: a most gracious master; but there must be the acceptance of the obligation to begin with, the acceptance of the authority of Solomon. We shall never be effective servants until we bow to the obligation resting upon us. An optional attitude amongst the brethren is most damaging. The youth are especially damaged in that way. 

    RemThe question is asked, Why stand ye here all the day idle? Matthew 20: 6. 

    JTQuite so: they were ready, but no man had hired them. That brings up another matter; any of us who may be working for the Lord in our simple, humble way, the leading religious organisations would not hire us at all. That is a humbling thing, but it exposes them rather than us. 

    QuesYou have referred to the workers in John and Luke and Matthew; do we see the completion of it in Mark: the Lord working with them, Mark 16: 20? 

    JTQuite so; that would be the true Boaz, He is sitting at the right hand of God (verse 19), but working. Paul sets out in a most striking way the labours and sufferings that go with service. 

    GCSPaul says to Timothy, Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth, 2 Timothy 2: 15. Does that suggest accuracy as in service and building? 

    JTThat is good; you are coming to skilled labour, we have to come to that. But we must consider the rough, heavy burden bearers first. 

    RemEven when they were on constructive lines. 

    JTYes; you have to get the rough material, but those engaged in it are hardly skilled labourers. 

    QuesDoes 1 John 3: 16 apply? Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives. That is an obligation, is it not? 

    JTOught implies obligation. These strangers have no option at all, and I believe they refer to the generality of workers. In order to enter on the work of God we have to see that the Lord has absolute ownership of us, we belong to Him. Their strangership placed them in the position of slaves, a most salutary attitude to take up; for we shall never enter on the more skilled and honoured services that 1 Kings has in mind save as we acknowledge the Lords rights over us. 

    ADTDoes the reference to John Mark help? Paul thought it not well to take with them him who had abandoned them, going back from Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work, Acts 15: 38. Then in 2 Timothy 4: 11: Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry. Would that not be a warning to us and also an encouragement? 

    JTYes; he lost ground, although he seemed to start well. He came from a good household, for I understand that the prayer meeting was held in his mothers house (Acts 12). John Marks mother was evidently a godly woman; but the failure to recognise the good service of Rhoda would indicate declension, and this may be the explanation of his breakdown. There was another thing, too: they were praying and yet did not believe they would get the answer. That condition in christian households is apt to damage the young in relation to their service. Drilling for service is in early youth. That is the idea of the strangers here, they belong to the king; there is no question about it. Their strangership obliges them to be absolutely subservient. 

    JLAWith regard to the thought of obligation, would what Paul speaks of in Acts 20: 35 bear on that? I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

    JTWell, exactly, wherever you have obligation laid upon you, that is the principle. 

    RDA master roughly worketh every one, Proverbs 26: 10. 

    JTRoughly worketh every one, that would mean, I suppose, that they are taken on raw, but absolute subjection must be there. 

    RemAs to what you were saying as to youth being conscripted into service, in Marks gospel the Lord saw the two sons of Zebedee, and he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him, Mark 1: 20. He would make them something. 

    JTThey left a good going business; that is another matter. Another thing that might help, is to call attention to the three thousand six hundred overseers in the passage in Chronicles and those mentioned in Kings, too; that is, the potential ability in the very youngest workers of developing into overseers. That is, purchasing to ourselves a good degree, 1 Timothy 3: 13. Why these three thousand six hundred were selected is not stated; the secret of their qualifications is not given, but they are made overseers, which, of course, would be a higher level than that occupied by the hundred and fifty thousand. It is a very important thing to have the element of overseeing taken on in this way at the beginning; that is, you will not let things go by the board, as we say, discrepancies will be noted. Take Abigails young man, he scented the danger of disaster, and acquainted Abigail with the fact; he might have let it go had he been careless, but he did not. He represents a person who loves the Lord and the interests of the saints, and anything going amiss is his matter. 

    FCHIs it something like the young man in Acts 23: 16, Pauls sisters son? 

    JTYes, the brethren seem to have been very remiss; not one of their names is mentioned after Paul was arrested in Jerusalem. That young man did a very remarkable service. 

    JCTHad Timothy purchased to himself a good degree? He was known to the brethren in two districts and well reported of, and Paul would have him go forth with him, Acts 16: 3. Had he qualified? 

    JTQuite so; and continued to qualify, for in the Corinthian crisis the enemy was trying to damage the whole assembly, and Paul could send him there; a young man to go into the midst of it and represent Paul, that they might learn in Timotheus what spirit marked the apostle. 

    JCTBrothers are encouraged in 1 Timothy 3: 1 to aspire to oversight. 

    JTThat is another thing: eldership is within our range and we have to be qualified on moral lines. Overseers must have suitable qualifications; no one can rule others if he does not rule himself Evidently these men qualified. Solomon was very methodical, and we may be sure he had the matter investigated as to the persons he appointed to rule. Even in regard to the brethren of Joseph, Pharaoh inquired as to whether there were any capable of overseeing. What scope there is for such service, and hence the importance of purchasing to ourselves a good degree. 

    FWKSay to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it, Colossians 4: 17, That was to stir him up. 

    JTExactly, to stir him up; and Timotheus, too, stir up the gift of God, which is in thee (2 Timothy 1: 6)  really, rekindle it. 

    PHHIn Mark 13: 34, He gave to his bondmen the authority, and to each one his work, and commanded the doorkeeper that he should watch. Would these features go together? Would the watching be in line with the authority, in oversight of what is being done? 

    JTQuite so: I suppose you may see it throughout, in the epistles and in the Lords own service. Here, the principle of authority is always present. 

    AWPWould the spirit of desire enter into what you are saying? 

    JTIn the antitype, the principle is that the work is carried on by old and young, by experienced and inexperienced, by gift and by those who have no special gift. So that alertness in the young will lead them to see what is within their range, as we have been saying, purchasing to themselves a good degree. That is illustrated in the seven deacons appointed according to Acts 6: 3, men full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom; they were to be that. The apostles said, It is not right that we, leaving the word of God, should serve tables, Acts 6: 2. Their work was regarded as beyond that, whereas these seven required no gift; deaconal work is not gift, but a question of moral qualification. Evidently they all qualify for deacons service, but two of them purchased to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith; that is, Stephen and Philip. As a result the other five might say, That is within our range also, within the range of all, why should not we go in for the service wholeheartedly? So that the scattered ones preached and Antioch is the outcome. Paul and Barnabas come in later, and give character to the work. It developed into an assembly. But the scattered ones were workers; they did the rough work, so to speak. Philip preached the Christ, Acts 8: 5. The Christ conveys the thought of operation: He is the model for every worker  that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, Ephesians 3:17. We are to develop in skill. Philip started and attained great heights in evangelical work, so much so that he was raptured, taken away by the Spirit, so much was the Spirit pleased with him. 

    But then this thirty thousand in 1 Kings 5 have to be considered: And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel (verse 13); these are Israelites having a greater status. And the levy was thirty thousand men. And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month by courses; a month they were in Lebanon, two months at home; and Adoniram was over the levy (verses 13, 14). Adoniram must have been a man of great distinction. Now we have skilled labour: And Solomon had seventy thousand that bore burdens, and eighty thousand stone-masons in the mountains; besides the overseers whom Solomon had set over the work, three thousand three hundred, who ruled over the people that wrought in the work (verses 15, 16). So that the work is now proceeding with skilled labour and burden bearers. 

    QuesWhy is it, a month ... in Lebanon, two months at home (verse 14)? 

    JTThat refers to the consideration our Master has for us. The Lord would become known as our Master. It is a remarkable thing that the prayer in Acts 4 is addressed as by slaves to a master; so that the Lord is apprehended in that way in the beginning, and here we have great consideration suggested. A month they were in Lebanon, two months at home; that is to say, continuous labour will not do. We need home experience or there will not be development of the family. God not only wants workers, but He wants sons, and sonship must keep pace with workmanship. 

    ESBDo we see the Lords consideration for the seventy in saying, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while, Mark 6: 31? 

    JTYes. Suppose you met them on the way, they would not be holiday-makers, with sports coats, tennis rackets, and all that; it was needed rest; and this would bring about better service. I think the two months at home would suggest Gods concern about His sons. We must retain in our toil the spirit of sonship, the spirit of the family. 

    HWSIs it like the Lord saying, rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens, Luke 10: 20? 

    JTYes. 

    FCHWhat had you in mind in the levy?  were you connecting it with Acts 13? 

    JTI would say that Saul and Barnabas belong to the thirty thousand (1 Kings 5: 13,14). They, too, had to be developed. Saul appears at once as a preacher of the Son of God, but the principle of the heavy burden bearers was there, and is seen in Acts 9. The Lord on His own initiative directed Saul to go into the city; I think that is the principle of the hundred and fifty-three thousand (2 Chronicles 2: 17, 18). It is first, rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do, Acts 9: 6. It was imperative. The Lord could have told him all, but he must go to the brethren, bringing in the principle of overseership. He very quickly preaches that Jesus is the Son of God, which I think would enter into these two months at home. I think that would be the basis, that sonship must be understood and maintained in our souls. Then there is another thing, skilled labour of the highest type is seen at Antioch. Barnabas, being a man of great vigilance, knew a good workman, the kind of man needed at Antioch, and brought him there; and we are told that for a whole year they taught in the assembly. It was a large crowd (Acts 11: 26) that was taught, 

    rough material, you might say, but the idea of the assembly being present, it is the gradual merging of the crowd into what is structural. The assembly that was formed was marked by spiritual men. 

    RemThat links on with Corinthians  the structural idea  ye are ... Gods building (verse 9). 

    JTThat is what we are coming to. 

    QuesWould the great stones, costly stones, hewn stones be in keeping with the ministry of Paul and John and Peter? Would these features have a bearing on those who went home? So that there would be the matter of exercise and pressure in the mountains, but rest and recuperation in the home. 

    JTI suppose their work would be more efficient as having the home experience; for us it would be assembly experience, so that we apprehend what is needed. We get measures in the assembly, quality in the assembly, and our work is therefore intelligent, we know what is needed. I believe sonship underlies all skilled work in the service of God. 

    AELHow do you bring in the thought of sonship? Is it in connection with Solomon as son? 

    JTWell, Solomon, of course, shows typically the primary thought of sonship as seen in Nathans message to David (2 Samuel 7: 14). It was a question of the house; much was made of the thought of the house, even Davids house was provided for for a great while to come, 2 Samuel 7: 19. Solomon represents all that; he is the son. Thus the home here (two months at home), is the place of sonship. The idea is not workmanship in the home; Lebanon is the place for the workers, but the home is the place for the development of intelligent affection. That must enter into our service. Who can preach the gospel rightly except a son? Paul says, God, who set me apart even from my mothers womb, and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, Galatians 1: 15, 16. 

    JSWould the toil and labour of David and what he secured in his affliction bring in the thought of the levy? As you have said, it is not optional; and would Solomon bring in refinement? 

    JT1 Chronicles 22 contains the record of the result of Davids affliction, the material, not the finished material, but the rough material. That is why one thought it should have a place in this inquiry. He is mentioned in our chapter as taking account of the strangers, but now we are dwelling on the thought of sonship in service in the home. 

    NKMWould you say a further word as to the features of the work of stone-masons in the mountains? 

    JTIt says, Solomon had seventy thousand that bore burdens, and eighty thousand stone-masons in the mountains (verse 15). They are not building, they are preparing the stones. The word mason is usually connected with builders, but evidently they would be preparing the stones; there are eighty thousand of them, ten thousand more than the burden bearers. They would refer, I suppose, to work such as gospel service in which the Son of God is preached. I do not think you can grasp the idea entering into these mens work in the antitype save as we have sonship, because the living stones are those who believe in the Son of God. Paul says, in the great work in Corinth, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, he who has been preached by us among you (by me and Silvanus and Timotheus), 2 Corinthians 1: 19. The three of them preached the Son of God. I suppose the idea would be that it was set out in the three of them, in their minds, Christ in that light. How could they become stones otherwise? 

    ESBAll the building fitly framed together (Ephesians 2: 21); the stones are made ready so that there is no further preparatory workmanship required. 

    JTThere was no noise there: so Peter, who understands material says: To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, 1 Peter 2: 4, 5. Not prepared, but each put into his place; that is, I hope, going on in this room. That is how it goes on, it is a silent work. There is noise in the service in the mountain, but there is the silent work. It happens in these services that souls get light and take their place secretly. 

    FWKDoes the apostle refer to this when he says, So have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another mans foundation, Romans 15: 20? He was moving in the glad tidings in an extensive way. 

    JTWell, that brings us to what is before us in 1 Corinthians. 

    PHHBefore you go on to that, with regard to the ten thousand extra stone-masons over the burden bearers, would that suggest that in assembly matters there is always to be a forward movement in what is positive? No matter how many exercises there are to be borne, would the ten thousand extra stone-masons suggest something being constructed all the time? 

    JTWell, it would seem that more of them were needed, and no doubt their work would mean a reduction of labour for the burden bearers. They prepared the rough material, and would remove what was extraneous. The ten thousand extra, I suppose, would be for this work. We hear of persons being converted, but have any masons had to do with them? So it seems that more masons are needed than burden bearers. A man may get so many converts, but how many of them come into fellowship and fit into the assembly? All that, I suppose, enters into this extra ten thousand. 

    RemThe stone-masons work is particularly to fit the individuals to have their part in the assembly. 

    JTQuite so. 

    PHHDo you connect it with finishing work? 

    JTYes, the stones are to be made to fit into the building. There is more said in verse 17, And the king commanded, and they brought great stones, costly stones, hewn stones, to lay the foundation of the house. And Solomons builders and Hirams builders and the Giblites hewed them, and prepared timber and stones to build the house. The Giblites are skilled in stone work. We are not told how many there were, but I think they point to greater skill in the work; skill, I think, is the leading thought now. We hear every week now, thank God, of young people coming in and confessing the Lord; but skilled labour is needed that they might be put into the building; so that takes us to 1 Corinthians 3, where the apostle says he is a wise architect (verse 10). I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it. Then further he says: Now if any one build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw, the work of each shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare it, because it is revealed in fire; and the fire shall try the work of each what it is. If the work of any one which he has built upon the foundation shall abide, he shall receive a reward. If the work of any one shall be consumed, he shall suffer loss, but he shall be saved, but so as through the fire (verses 12 - 15). This brings out the building from the standpoint of responsibility In Matthew 16 Christ is the Builder, there is no discrepancy there; but it is a question now of our responsibility, any one of us might build, but the question is, What do I put into the building? 

    ADTWould you say a word on the thought of Gods fellow-workmen? 

    JTThat is important as coming into the subject, referring to Paul and those labouring with him, linking on with chapter 6 of the second epistle, where we have a similar reference: as fellow-workmen (verse 1), or, as it is literally, jointly labouring. So that we have the workmen linked on with God, which is a most precious thought. What can be more exalted than to be workers with God? And, of course, it peculiarly fits in with these epistles, because there were those ostensibly working who were not real, they might be cast away at the end. 

    QuesIs what is built to be consistent with the foundation? 

    JTThat is the point here; Pauls work, I suppose, was almost all there was so far. We must remember the Corinthians were spiritually only about two years old, and the apostles leaving exposed them to the wicked one, who was trying to destroy the work; but the foundation, the apostles work, stood. 

    COBBuilt upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Ephesians 2: 20. 

    JTIt is remarkable that the apostles are brought into it; the apostles, I suppose, represent the insistence on Christs authority, and the prophet brings God into the work: the apostle says in the first letter that one affected by prophetic ministry would report that God was among them (1 Corinthians 14: 25). 

    JCTHe passes from the thought of husbandry to building, what is the connection? 

    JTHusbandry is not our subject, it is building; but still the agricultural thought is connected with the structural thought here and elsewhere: Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house, Proverbs 24: 27. We must have the field, we must have the support its produce affords; but this building is the point the apostle is stressing, because there were those who were putting in bad stuff, and that is seen everywhere now, so the chapter is most important for us: let every man take heed how he buildeth. 

    PHHIt says in 2 Corinthians 11:13 that some were false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. Paul goes on to say here, For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ (verse 11). Would that give the suggestion as to the kind of work? 

    JTYes, it is the moral side, I think. There is another thought of foundation in Matthew 16: 16, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. It is sonship entered into, but Messiahship too, the Christ; but here it is Jesus Christ, not even Christ Jesus, it is the moral side. Jesus Christ is more what He was down here. That is where the character of Christ is seen, and that must enter into the building  the moral features of Christ. 

    RemThat kind of man. 

    JTExactly. 

    FCHAnd would the gold carry on with your thought of sonship? 

    JTWhat subsists through the fire is contemplated here. 

    QuesWith regard to the thought of fellow-workmen, do you think that there is a preservative element in working together? 

    JTI suppose Jonathan would help us. One has thought of him as in 1 Samuel 14, where it is a question of Saul, who could never build a house for God; he himself was foreign material such as we have all around us now, today; without accusing anyone, the leaders are not to be trusted. Jonathan did not tell his father (1 Samuel 14: 1). I believe the work today requires that we proceed, making no inquiry at all of the religious leaders of the day. It is not only withdrawing from iniquity, but also from vessels to dishonour. Jonathan took counsel with his armour-bearer; they were two men on their hands and knees, but they are working with God. I believe that enters into our work at the present time. 

    JCTThe condition of things publicly makes the work more arduous. Twice Jonathan says, Come and let us go; and then there is the response of the young man, behold, I am with thee according to thy heart (verse 7); and then both show themselves. 

    JTWorkers with God, showing themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. That is what Christ was here, coming out, according to the circumstances, to the enemy. It is as we show ourselves in that character there will be victory. 

    QuesShould all workmen have the completed structure in mind? 

    JTYes; I suppose Paul would have that as a wise architect. 

  
    DIGNITY AND WEALTH IN ADMINISTRATION (3) (SMC 5)

    1 Kings 5

    SMcCJust as the assembly occupies a great place in the mind of Christ at the present time, so all the features of administration that we have been considering would subserve the great thought of the house, the assembly as we speak of it as typified in the house that Solomon built. And great extensive operations come into view which would remind us of the Lord operating mediately through Paul by the Spirit, in relation to the extensiveness of the work, the assembly as developed in Pauls ministry. So that Paul in the 15th of Romans speaks of the extensive scope of labour in relation to his service as he says, that he would not speak of the things that Christ wrought by him in the power of the Spirit from Jerusalem round to Illyricum where he had fully preached the gospel of Christ. That was quite an extensive sphere in those days and this links on with the extensive side of the operations here in relation to the house and especially should we see how the foundational side comes into view. The house being exceeding magnifical as the Spirit of God calls our attention to it through David. Much enters into the foundational side. I think the Lord is seeking to help us in regard to the foundational side; so that we dont build a tremendous superstructure, as it were, without the foundations right in our souls. Foundations are a very important matter and ministry which bears on that side of the truth. So the bringing in of the sea and the conveyance of the timber by sea refers to one side in relation to the foundations and then the stonemasons in the mountains and the great stones and costly stones and hewn stones all lay stress in this chapter on the foundational side of the truth. I think we might get help in seeing the greatness of the house as it is in mind and the foundations linked with it. Because 1 Kings presents the truth of Christianity, of the assembly from the standpoint of heavenly greatness. It is a vast system of things marked by dignity and greatness. We need to get great thoughts into our minds. We need to be enlarged; not to be narrowed up. We need to see what the Lord has in mind. He has nothing less than the whole assembly in mind as He speaks to Philadelphia. In speaking to Philadelphia He has got the whole assembly in mind. We must not take pretentious ground publicly and say that we are Philadelphia. We must beware of sectarianism, beware of crediting ourselves only with something that the Lord credits to the whole assembly. And the greatness of the house in 1 Kings would remind us of that. Yet in Philadelphia the promises are to those faithful to the truth. 

    CAIWhen you speak of the foundational side are you thinking of these trees, cedar trees and the cypress, timber of cedar and timber of cypress, and then the stones? 

    SMcCYes, and the processes, that is, the conveyance by sea in regard to the timber and the hewing. Great stones, costly stones and hewn stones, all allude to what enters into the foundational side. 

    CAIWould you say a little more as to what you have in mind as to the foundational side? 

    SMcCWell, the Lord would bring us back to the teaching of the glad tidings as to where we are in our souls as to the very foundational features of the truth, both in our links with God and in our links with one another; the epistle to Romans and the epistle to Corinthians all entering into the foundational side. 

    WHWDo you think in regard to the great thought in our minds that the Lord may have had that in His mind in speaking to the Father in John 17, The men whom Thou gavest me, how He stresses that? And it was in their hearing. 

    SMcCYes, you mean in the thought of the men. 

    WHWYes, and their gathering the great thoughts that were in the Lords mind. 

    SMcCYes, so that the Lord utters what He says in John 17 in their hearing. How He would elevate them in their minds and thoughts in what He says to the Father, and His great outlook in relation to divine thoughts. 

    LICan we see the foundations too as Paul would speak of them in the beginning of the epistle to the Corinthians? He says, I have laid the foundations. Would there be something in that epistle that would help us as to the foundations? 

    SMcCI thought so, For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid which is Jesus Christ. That is that order of man. He refused the features linked with the first order of man. He aimed in his ministry and in his service at what was linked with the new order of man in Jesus Christ. 

    GWBHad you in mind to say anything about the cutting of timber by the Zidonians, none being like them? 

    SMcCWell, the matter of experience at cutting shows that it would reflect the care that enters into the preparation of the material for the house. Think of the Lords care in regard to the disciples, the amount of time and service He spent on them. What a tribute to His work in the second of the Acts when the Spirit comes in and the assembly is thus formed. The nucleus of the assembly was the product of the work of Christ in preparing the material for the reception of the Spirit. 

    GAAIs it noticeable that the building proceeds under restful conditions as we see in this chapter? 

    SMcCIt is very important, because there is the side of conflict linked with the Davidic side of the truth which is important, but on the Solomonic side, the thought of rest and peace is stressed. And it is very striking that all the wealth of the greatness of divine thoughts in regard to Christ and the assembly has come out from that side of things. Colossians and Ephesians were written in the prison where Paul was laid aside from all his labours and had time and opportunity to go over the truth, restfully. 

    CAIPeace is a great feature in both those epistles, is it not? 

    SMcCIt is. Both in Colossians and in Ephesians a good deal is made of peace. 

    GWDoes the gospel bring to light in the soul, foundations for the house of God? 

    SMcCWell, it does. The gospel of God concerning His Son, brings into our minds and into our souls the elevation on which God is operating even in the glad tidings, having in mind the house from this viewpoint, the assembly in all its greatness as a divine abode. 

    AIPaul twice in the second chapter to the Galatians refers to the truth of the glad tidings. 

    SMcCExactly, the truth of the glad tidings. 

    AII was thinking that perhaps that would be foundational. 

    SMcCWell, it is, very foundational, entering into our understanding of the glory of redemption. The great foundations that are linked with the way that God has approached men in view of men being liberated from sin and Satan, set up in relation to Himself and His own great thoughts. 

    TRHIs the end of the epistle to the Romans in just that line, To him who is able to establish you according to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, and so on? Is that in keeping with what you are suggesting to us? 

    SMcCShowing how the truth of the glad tidings is leading to this great thought of the assembly. 

    AMWould you say that the glad tidings in their foundational bearing are set forth in the work in the quarries? Afterwards we find that in the actual building there is neither axe nor hammer. Would that answer more to Ephesians and Colossians? 

    SMcCI suppose it would. The fitting corresponds with Ephesians 2, where it says, In whom all the building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord. That would correspond to the latter part you referred to. The epistle to the Romans enters into the thought of the sea. We want to see the water, the need of the water. How it is needed, the water. Romans stresses the water in regard to baptism. It involves the administration of death in a basic way. 

    GWBIs there something for us in the thought of rafts, by sea in rafts? 

    SMcCWell, there might be. I dont know just what might be conveyed in it. We have to work out the truth with others. We find that even in relation to the foundational side that we are set together with others in the working out of the truth. 

    LIIn referring to the sea, you are thinking of Romans 6, are you? But the process is different with the stones. Would that be the seventh? What did you have in mind in the two processes? 

    SMcCWell, the sixth of Romans would enter into the teaching in relation to the sea, because the water comes in there in baptism, the death of Christ bearing on our deliverance from the world. All that enters into the preparation of the material for the house of God. 

    ARGYou had in mind the conveying of the materials, did you not? What is the thought in that? You mentioned it in your brief outline, did you not? 

    SMcCWell, the stress on the water. 1 Kings makes a lot of the water and we need to make a lot of the water. We need to make a lot of the water side of the teaching in the truth of the glad tidings. It is one thing to know the side linked with the blood. That is an important side, the expiation of guilt. John insists in his epistle in relation to the truth of the glad tidings on the water and the blood. He says, This is he that came by water and blood ... not by water only but by water and blood. So that we are to keep both sides in mind. But this here is not stressing the side of the blood but stressing the side of the water, involving purification through death. It involves the administration of death. 

    WHWWould that correspond with the early chapters of the Acts where baptism comes into view and is stressed? 

    SMcCIt shows that as the truth of the assembly was established and proceeding in relation to the apostles doctrine and teaching, much was made of baptism in the early chapters of the Acts. 

    AMTo Saul it was said, Arise and get baptised and have thy sins washed away. 

    SMcCWe might say, Well, only God can wash away sins. But there is the word to Paul to arise and wash away his sins, baptism being the means, the modus operandi in the matter. 

    DRTIs it interesting to see that the beloved apostle mentions names, persons in whom the foundations would be seen, in Corinthians 1? He says a good deal as to baptism in that chapter. 

    SMcCHe does. There is not so much difficulty in our time as to the ordinance of baptism. There are two ordinances in Christianity and only two; the ordinance of baptism and the ordinance of the Lords supper. And there is not much difficulty in regard to the ordinance. The difficulty is, I suppose, in the teaching of the glad tidings in relation to baptism; separation from the world, from the great sin system. We can never be rightly in the assembly unless the truth of the water from that standpoint is fully made room for in our souls. 

    WHUIs there any suggestion in being brought from Lebanon by sea, the timber I was speaking of? 

    SMcCWell, the sea is stressing the water side. We must keep in mind that the cedars have in mind the dignity of the saints from this viewpoint, as set up in the house of God. The house of God is marked by the cedar on the inside. It is the suggestion of spiritual dignity, the dignity of those who are in mind, but then the sea suggests the water process. 

    CAIIt is remarkable, would you think, that it is in such an extensive form, the idea of the sea? 

    SMcCWell, it is. One was saying that 1 Kings makes a good deal of the water. You get the formal administration of cleansing suggested in the sea which held two thousand baths of water, then you get the ten lavers which contained additional supplies of water. Why all this stress on the water in 1 Kings? I believe it is to help us to see that we can only reach the great thoughts as to the assembly in the light of the type here, as much is made of the water. That is, the death of Christ in its separating and purifying aspect. 

    EJWWould you say why Hiram makes the proposal to use the sea, rather than Solomon? 

    SMcCYou are alluding to verse 9. Well, Hiram comes into the subject. We have been going a little bit ahead without taking account of Hiram. He is a remarkable person, this Hiram. It says in verse 1 And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the place of his father, for Hiram always loved David. Now, he represents a feature that we have to be on the lookout for. There are different features that appear in different ways like Moses father-in-law, and others like him. Rahab is another one. How they come on to view in relation to the truth, suggesting, I think, that in regard to the immensity of the scope of divine operations, we are to be on the outlook in regard to where God is working and operating. Because Hiram does not belong to Israel. 

    RCWould you say that this is no secret love but it is practical and active? 

    SMcCIt is a great matter that our love should be practical and active. It says, For Hiram always loved David. He represents a certain mysterious feature connected with the work of God. 

    CAIPersons that we generally may not expect much from, but they come into view as moving toward Solomon in this great matter. 

    SMcCYes, like the man whom he sends out of Tyre to help in the forming of the vessels of brass. It says, King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He was a widows son of the tribe of Naphtali and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass. These are peculiar elements that come to light in the building of the house in relation to Solomon. We are to be on the outlook for this kind of thing. 

    WHWWould it be too much to say that Hiram really, in what he does, brings out what is in Solomons mind? I was wondering whether he does not provide a link between all that God established in the reign of David with what He is going to establish in the reign of Solomon. 

    SMcCWell, I think he does. Just like Rahab sets on certain matters with the spies in regard to their service. And just like Reuel or Jethro sets on certain matters with Moses in Exodus 18. These elements are remarkable in that way, that they bring out certain things which are taken on. You will remember, Jethro brought out the matter as to administration and Moses took it on. 

    EBrDo you think that the feature of spiritual expectancy might provide the opportunity for God to bring this into the testimony at any time. Peter, also, on the housetop getting ready for Cornelius to be brought in. 

    SMcCExactly, so that as we have been saying, we are to be on the outlook for what God may be doing in a mysterious kind of way, in others. 

    DRTTimothy coming on the scene, with a good genealogy on his mothers side, his father a Greek. Paul finds him. 

    SMcCTimothy comes on to the scene as one who has a good testimony of the brethren. Apparently he was known among the brethren. 

    ARGWould you make it a little clearer as to how far this outlook is to extend? Have you in mind the brethren that we thankfully walk with, or have you something a little beyond that? 

    SMcCWe should always have in mind what God may be doing at large. The work of God is remarkable and we are not to be narrowed in our view but we are to think of what God may be doing and what God may be bringing in, in relation to His thoughts. John speaks of the great fish in the 21st chapter. 

    ARGYou sometimes find a great lover of Christ, would you say? Would it be a fellow believer that might not be walking with us? Is it going too far to say that? 

    SMcCWell, there may be those who love Christ; they do not go all the way. Because Hiram does not belong to Jerusalem. He does not appear in Jerusalem, apparently. He comes up to see the cities that Solomon gave him and he does not seem to appreciate them fully. So we cannot make too much of him, except to say that there is something there. There is a link with the testimony, there is a love for Christ in type in his love for David. 

    GAAWould that fit in with what we have in John 6, in connection with Andrew? He knows what is going on in connection with the little lad. 

    SMcCWell, that little lad appeared. He has got something that the Lord takes on and makes something of it. 

    RNSolomon seems to realise that this element you are speaking of, of love for Christ, is essential. A little later on he says, verse 6, And my servants shall be with thy servants. He recognizes that that element is necessary in the labour. 

    SMcCSo we are to take account of how the testimony, as in David, had affected others. We want to think of the bearing of the truth on others, even the bearing of the truth of Christianity on the powers that be in Christian areas. We have to give thanks for whatever influence the truth has on such around us. 

    CMI was going to ask in relation to the water; the eunuch in Acts 8 saw the necessity of it. 

    SMcCYes. So we are to see the importance of this kind of element in Hiram. Not that we can make too much of him. But he is there as always being a lover of David. And he is linking on with Solomon, that is, he is linking on with Solomon in the sense of what he appreciated in David. 

    TPMHas that to do with the foundation work in a particular way? 

    SMcCWell, it has. Think of how the Lord could speak of the centurion in the early chapters of Luke. He says He had not found so great faith in Israel. He felt that it was not right that the Lord should come under his roof. He was a remarkable man, 

    showing that God might be doing outside of the realm of Israel. 

    AMThe Lord said in His address to Sardis there were those who had not defiled their garments, even in that system. 

    SMcCOur brethren are there and we are to think of our brethren in these systems, these circumstances. And we have to pray for them, for their emancipation and deliverance. 

    RNI was just enquiring as to the end of verse 6, whether there is any weakness in Solomon having to own, There is not among us any experienced in cutting timber like to the Zidonians. I was only wondering as to our weakness in the preaching of the gospel and securing material. Much of what is built into the house now comes from other directions. 

    SMcCWell, there may be something of that in it. I had not thought of that. We are dealing with a type. We cannot put too much into it and the question is as to the character of the house and the kind of material that is needed for it. It is not ordinary material. It is material of a specific kind and character requiring a specific kind and character of processing, and I think especially stresses the dignity of the assembly, the personnel of the assembly from this viewpoint, that so much work, so much service is expended on the preparation of it. 

    WRSWould the stress on service here link with the idea of bondmen in Romans 6, that you were referring to? Would that be a foundational thought relative to the assembly? 

    SMcCYes, it is to stress that in Solomons system we have those that are available to carry on whatever is necessary to be carried on, the work. It all involves the work. The work has to be carried on and there are those that are at hand to carry it on, just as in Luke 15, the father speaks to the bondmen. There are those who are willing to do the work as it has to be done. 

    QuesSolomon had a great valuation of the cedars, did he not? He spoke of them in the previous chapter. Would that help us to value the material that is to come forward in the building of the house? 

    SMcCWell, I am sure it should, because it brings out the greatness of the saints, of the assembly in the type, that so much work and labour is expended on them in preparation for the house. 

    CAIBasically they are great. The cedar would give that idea, would it, the timber? 

    SMcCIt would, so that we are to remember the basic side in the truth and the great need, especially in view of the generation coming on to fill out their part and place in the testimony, the great need that the basic side should be right, the foundation should be right. 

    CAIDo we need to think of each one in preaching or seeking after souls, to have in our view the sons of God? Ye are all Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus. That would be the basic side to commence with, would it? 

    SMcCYes, the preaching of the glad tidings would have in mind the securing of the personnel, the material for the house. From this viewpoint the glad tidings is not just a matter of relieving persons. It involves that, but the securing of material for the great and dignified thought of the assembly in the light of 1 Kings, a heavenly system of things. 

    DAIIs that the idea in Matthew? The disciples were sent out to make disciples of all nations. The idea of making disciples. 

    SMcCMaking them. That enters into what we are saying that it is the process, the work expended on the material. 

    SLThere is much material today that really is not available to the Lord. Have you in mind that some of this material, so to speak, may be secured for the pleasure of the Lord in the present day? 

    SMcCI am sure the Lord is securing it. We hear constantly of results in relation to the greatness of divine activities, in the way that souls are coming into the truth as the dispensation is about to be completed. 

    SLOne was thinking of how much is unavailable to the Lord and we should carry exercise of heart as to it, should we not, feelingly? 

    SMcCWell, exactly. We are to be in line with divine Persons and what they are doing in view of the greatness of the assembly. The assembly is a great matter and the securing of the material for the assembly is a great matter. They are no ordinary persons, we might say. It is no ordinary material. 

    GWBIs there encouragement in the fact that in the securing of this material, while the Zidonians were outstanding, Solomon is able to provide thirty thousand, ten thousand in their courses? 

    SMcCWell, it all suggests that there are plenty to carry on the work and we should see that. We are all to be in the work, the carrying on of the work in relation to the great divine thoughts as to the assembly. There is room for all of us. 

    WHWDoes the thought of hire, in verse 6, show the consideration of Christ for all those who are helping in this work? 

    SMcCYes, it would. He says, And now command that they hew me cedar trees out of Lebanon and my servants shall be with thy servants and I will give thee hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt say, for thou knowest that there is not amongst us any that are experienced in cutting timber like to the Zidonians. That is, this work requires a special character of processing. That is stressed in this verse, and the Lord is entering into the matter in type in Solomon. 

    EJWDo you think that was lacking in the twelve men in Ephesus in the 19th of Acts? Did Paul bring in his gospel to rectify the position? I was wondering whether the foundations were lacking, with the twelve men? They were only baptised to Johns baptism. 

    SMcCExactly. There was something wrong in the teaching. 

    WHWWould the Lord, in the working out of the type here, be recognizing the gifts that He was given, in Solomon speaking of the Zidonians in this way, in connection with this processing you are speaking of? 

    SMcCThe system would be under his hand, and he is drawing upon it in regard to this matter, operating through this means, in verse 6. The Lord has the means of operating in this way in view of the preparation of the material for the house. 

    WHWSo that in the 13th of Acts the Spirit says, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul. He chose those two out of those that were mentioned, did He not? 

    SMcCThe feature of experience and what is best fitted for the work, is a great matter. You will remember that in 2 Samuel 18, the Cushite was to run with the news and another man comes into view as wanting to run, but he is brought to an ignominious end. He is told to stand aside, that he did not have the message. That is, it is a question of what is suitable for the work, the ones that are fitted for the work. 

    TRHThe Lord says in Matthew, First, Peter. Does He operate in Peters soul so that he fills out the position that He had in His mind for him, in the assembly? 

    SMcCWell, exactly, and the importance of experience, 

    workmen that need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. That is the great important matter. In what we were discussing yesterday, where difficulties enter is in not rightly dividing the word of truth. There is the abstract side and there is the concrete side as to the truth. 

    TPMcAnd would you think applying the truth in that way would become experience? 

    SMcCTherefore the experience of Paul in 1 Corinthians 11, the skill of Paul in the way he applies the truth as in 1 Corinthians 5, for instance. He says, in verse 6, Your boasting is not good. Do ye not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Purge out the old leaven that ye may be a new lump according as ye are unleavened. Now think of the skill of Paul, in the way that he brings the truth in in this first letter. How, even, despite what marked them concretely, with all the sin among them, he stressed the abstract side, as he says, According as ye are unleavened. That shows the skill of Paul in his manner of operation in the ministry. 

    HBIs it similar to where in writing to the Galatians he says, Because ye are sons. 

    SMcCExactly. That is, that we are sons before we get the Spirit. We are not constituted sons by the gift of the Spirit. It is because we are sons that God has sent out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts. 

    ATSWould it be diverting you, to say a little more about what is meant by the straight line, cutting in a straight line the word of truth? 

    SMcCWe might read that verse in 2 Timothy 2:15. It says, Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth. And then he says, But profane and vain babblings shun for they will advance to greater impiety and their word will spread as a gangrene. The cutting in a straight line the word of truth involves our knowledge of the truth. And we do not mix things together, we do not run one truth into the other in a mixed kind of way, but we keep the lines of the truth straight in our minds. Perhaps you would say something about it. You have been thinking about it. 

    ATSI was enquiring whether what is foundational would underlie it. If we were grounded in what is foundational, would it underlie the ability to cut in a straight line? 

    SMcCWell, it would. That is where the importance comes in, that in our knowledge of the truth foundationally and our being built up in the truth we learn how to cut in a straight line the word of truth. We all know what apprenticeship is. We know how we have to learn at trades before we become journeymen. We have the same principle seen in the levites of old who had to serve under others before they came into full fledged levitical service. And in that they learned how to operate and to work levitically. The book of Numbers shows this. 

    EBCan you explain further what you were starting to say about testimony? 

    SMcCWell, the assembly is the pillar and base of the truth. And all testimony would rightly work out from the assembly. The assembly is the base of all divine operations according to the teaching in the New Testament. And the testimony is particularly centred in the assembly, the house of God at the present time. 

    JRWould the cutting in the straight line be seen in connection with things we can remember ourselves in regard to the Lords Sonship? You know what was commonly held in regard to the Lords Sonship and it was brought out about the year 1929, was it not, as to the Lords Sonship referring to Him in manhood? 

    Would that be cutting in a straight line the word of truth? 

    SMcCWell, it is, showing that the truth as to our Lords Sonship did not belong to a past eternity. Our Lords Sonship belongs to His position in manhood. That was cutting in a straight line the word of truth where men were operating the truth to suit the human way of thinking in regard of the matter. 

    JRSo in that way Aquila and Priscilla helped Apollos. 

    SMcCYou refer to Acts 18. Yes, they took him aside and helped him in what they said to him as to the truth, a great service to be rendered. 

    JRI thought they had companied with Paul and consequently were able to adjust him in relation to the truth according to Paul. 

    SMcCYes. 

    JRDo you think it is important that family feelings and instincts should be prominent in those who serve? They appear to be prominent in the early part of this chapter we read. 

    SMcCYes, the stress on the love side in Hiram to begin with and then in verse 3, Thou knowest that David my father could not build a house unto the name of Jehovah his God, because of the wars which were about him on every side, until Jehovah put them under the soles of his feet. But now Jehovah my God has given me rest on every side, there is neither adversary nor evil event. And behold, I purpose to build a house unto the name of Jehovah my God as Jehovah spoke to David my father saying, Thy son whom I will set upon thy throne in thy stead, he shall build a house unto my name. That is, the realm of sonship is impressed on our minds in relation to the house, it is not the militant side as in David, but the side of sonship as in Solomon, that is linked with the house in 1 Kings. 

    NWSo the idea of a house necessarily involves that there are to be those who inhabit it. The ones who inhabit it are going to be the sons. 

    SMcCWell, of course, in Kings the house is Gods habitation, not our habitation. It is Gods habitation and the saints compose that habitation. 

    WHWI was wondering in connection with what you are saying, if verse 8 does not bring in an important feature in the willingness of Hiram to do all that Solomon says, I will do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar ...  etc. Is that not an important feature in the working of these things out amongst brethren? 

    SMcCIt is a very important thing to see how the work goes forward and the willingness that enters into it. And what he says, I will do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar and concerning timber of cypress. Now we know that the cedar had to do with the inside and the cypress had to do with the outside. The cedar alludes to the side of privilege and the cypress more to the outward side of responsibility. Or as the word has been used, if you want to use it, the testimonial side. 

    AIDoes God take account of where there are desires in relation to His house and the furthering of that side? Does He grant those desires and bring things to pass in relation to it? 

    SMcCWell. He does, so that we find how Paul is concerned in regard to the heavenly side of the truth, how much labour and service he spends in prayer, and God no doubt brought about Pauls desires in relation to the conditions at Ephesus in regard to all his exercises. 

    RCWould the cypress suggest then as taking up responsibility as being a fir, that you are ever ready, not green one day and dry the next? 

    SMcCThat is it. The cedar suggests the side of dignity but the cypress suggests the side of freshness. And we need freshness in regard to maintaining of things. 

    RCDoes sonship in that way bring in freshness as you think of Jesus saying, I ought to be occupied in my Fathers business. 

    SMcCLuke stresses the side of freshness in the Lord Jesus under the eye of God, in humanity here. 

    ARGAre we to labour then to furnish that amongst the saints, these two sides, do you think, dignity and freshness; the interior and the exterior? 

    SMcCYes, so that the whole thought is provided for. We can see the greatness of what is in mind here. It is not just one little corner but the whole position is in mind in regard to the assembly. The Lord would like to bring great thoughts into our minds. That is the whole point in Philadelphia. He has got nothing less than the whole assembly in His mind. Not a particular section where the truth is working out but the whole position is in His mind as to the assembly. 

    ARGSo that we do well to keep acquainted with the universal side of the assembly and all the movements relative to it. 

    SMcCExactly. What the Lord is doing everywhere. 

    CAIDo you think the Lord has nothing less than all the saints in Nelson in His mind in these matters, locally? 

    SMcCWell, He has. He would like to have them all in it, but they are not available. And we would like to have them all in it, but they are not available to us. 

    NWWas this the outlook of Peter and John in Acts 4? I was thinking of the lame man who was outside. They took him by the hand and he entered in with them. He was found there as really part of the system, was he not? 

    SMcCHe is on the way and he represents a good result, but the assembly is not stressed so much in that chapter. 

    DRTIs there a beautiful cluster of cedars and cypresses in the last chapter of Romans? I was thinking too of the way labour is mentioned so much in that chapter. 

    SMcCYes. Romans 16, shows us the kind of personnel, the kind of material that has been secured through the truth of the glad tidings, the operating of the truth of the glad tidings. What personnel they are! 

    WHWDoes verse 9 bear on the intelligent preaching of the glad tidings, in that a soul is brought to a definite point? I mean that the gospel has been so presented that he is brought to a definite place. 

    SMcCA very important thing in regard to service in the gospel is that we do not leave souls at loose ends with difficulties in their minds as to just what is the divine intent. All this would signify in our minds the service linked with the securing of the material, how effective it is and how divine objectives are in mind. 

    WHWIs there a grading of service there as well? My servants shall bring them down ...  etc. Then, I will convey them by sea. Hiram takes the matter on at a certain point. Was it because he knows more of Solomon than his servants do? 

    SMcCThe whole operation involving the securing of the material is interesting in that light, where the material reaches its final place. 

    WCAfter the action of the sea in verse 9, it says, And will cause them to be broken up there. Have you anything in mind about that? 

    SMcCWell, just the fact that another process comes on to view. It says, And thou shalt receive them. And thou shalt accomplish my desire in giving food for my household. That is, brought to a certain position and then something else comes about. I will convey them by sea in rafts to the place that thou shalt appoint me and will cause them to be broken up there and thou shalt receive them. That is, they are coming under the hand of Christ now, typified in Solomon. 

    WCI was thinking of persons who receive baptism in its true light. How easily they are available, are they not? How they work in so easily in the building. 

    SMcCWell, where you get the water having its proper place with us there will not be too much difficulty with the material. The difficulty with us is that the water side of the death of Christ has not got the place that it should have, therefore, we perhaps, make more room for the world or the man after the flesh than we should, in our souls. The water would negate the man after the flesh in me. 

    ARGIt seems indispensable here, does it not? There is no getting the material to the appointed place without the water. 

    SMcCThat is right. That is, we cannot ignore the water. 

    GWBDoes that not help in relation to what you were speaking of earlier, the cutting in a straight line? The knowledge of that is inflexible, is it not, it does not alter, what is involved in the water? The principle you are speaking of in relation to the water, negating everything that is of the first man. 

    SMcCJohns ministry would stress in our minds the importance of the water, that we cannot work out the truth of Christ and the assembly without the water, without a purified state of soul. It is emphasized in Johns ministry, both in the gospel and in the epistles. 

    LISo John does not speak of the assembly formally but is very concerned about the personnel, we have often been told, or in other words about the material. 

    SMcCHe stresses the kind of material, the greatness of the material that forms the assembly, and each one having so much expended on him in relation to fitting him for his part, you might say, in the system. You take John 4, John 9, it is all to impress us with that, is it not? 

    LIYes, and I was thinking of the service of the Spirit, too, right at the outset, born of water and the Spirit. Would that give an indication of what divine Persons have in mind as to the water? 

    SMcCAll stressing the cleansing and purifying side. The water would meet that state in my soul. 

    CMDo you think we should get the gain of the present service of the Lord Jesus as mentioned in Ephesians 5: 26 in relation to the assembly, the washing of the water by the word? 

    SMcCWell, there is another side of the water that is mentioned. You might say all the ministry carries the element of it, a purifying, cleansing effect. So that we are free from the man according to the flesh, free from the world with all that is attached to it, in view of our part in divine things. We might finish with just a word as to the 17th verse as to, The king commanded and they brought great stones, costly stones, hewn stones to lay the foundation of the house. We are reminded in this of another side, not the timber side but the greatness of the stones. As we have been referring to it, Johns ministry would impress us with the greatness of the saints, individually, before they are set together in relation to the house, the hewing suggesting the moral side; the great stones suggesting, no doubt, what the saints are in the divine mind; the costly side; the side of purchase; and the hewn stones, the moral exercises that enter into the preparation. 

    LIWhy does Peter refer to these stones as coming to the living stone? Here there is a great deal of service to get them there. Is it two sides of the same matter? 

    SMcCI think so. Peter refers to what is living. There is an affinity between the stones and the Stone; between the saints and Christ. 

    GAADo the hewn stones take us back to the foundational side again? 

    SMcCYes, all this is bearing on the foundational side. It is a great thing to keep it in mind in our part in the work, that the work involves this; the great stones, the costly stones, the hewn stones. If we got this into our souls we would be very careful about writing off any of the brethren, because look at the value they have in the divine mind. 

    GAAPeter speaks of them as living stones. 

    SMcCYes, stressing the side of life in them. 

    HBSo it says we are to remember the Rock whence we have been hewn. If each stone has been hewn from the Rock we would have respect for each and would not think of writing any off, would we? 

    SMcCThe Lord has been helping us to balance the great truth as to the assembly so that in making much of the assembly as an entity, we do not forget what enters into the composition of the assembly, the great components of the assembly in the personnel who form it; the great stones, the costly stones, and the hewn stones. Think of all the labour that has been spent on the saints as they form the house of God. 

    LIWould the costliness of the stone be suggested in The weak brother for whose sake Christ died? He was not to be set aside, was he? 

    SMcCNo, a costly stone, and if we knew that how it would promote priestly and shepherdly activities in helping one another. Because we have been secured at such a great cost, and the persons of the assembly are great persons, and we would serve in view of their being held in relation to these great thoughts. 

    GWBSo that is, there is some suggestion to us in the 80,000 stonemasons and 70,000 that bore burdens? Would the bearing of burdens come into that? 

    SMcCWell, exactly. We want to bear burdens. We are very much inclined to leave others to bear the burdens, but each one should take up his share in burden bearing. We would maybe all like to shape the saints our way, but thank God, the work of shaping them is not exactly left to us, it is under Solomons hand, Solomon had them. Solomon is over the whole matter. 

    WHWWould you say the Lord draws that out in Luke 21 in reference to the widow that cast in the two mites? He has quite something to say about her, has He not? 

    SMcCHe has, and the same with the unnamed woman who anoints Him in Bethany. What others would write off, the Lord is making something of, is He not? 

    JRDo you think the thought of suffering would come with the costly stones? 

    SMcCWell, it does. That is, there is the side of redemption. You get it in the thought of the assembly itself. Paul says (and the thought is in his mind) to the elders, Shepherd the assembly of God which he has purchased with the blood of his own. That is to remind us of the cost and the shepherding would involve the members. It says, Take heed, therefore, to yourselves and to all the flock wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God which he has purchased with the blood of his own. If we viewed that side and valued that side more, what care we would be prepared to expend on one another, when persons get down in their souls, to help them in view of their part in the divine system. 

    WHWWould that thought of the great stones be set out in Matthew 16, when the Lord says to Peter, Thou art Peter? 

    SMcCExactly. What a stone he was and what a place he had in the assembly. 

  
    LOVERS OF CHRIST (WJH 18)

    1 Samuel 13: 13-14; 1 Samuel 16: 18-21; 1 Samuel 18:1-4, 1 Samuel 18:16, 1 Samuel 18:20; 1 Kings 5: 1-6

    I desire to bring these scriptures before our hearts, that we may accept their challenge as to the character of our love for Christ. I trust everyone present loves Christ in some measure and in some way; love Him because they have found attractiveness in Him. The ultimate position of those who do not love Christ is serious beyond telling. The Apostle Paul in the close of the first epistle to the Corinthians makes clear what is going to happen to those who do not love Christ. He says, If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha, that is accursed at the coming of the Lord. Not now, thank God, for until the Lord comes there is still room given for us to love Christ, to change our minds, as Paul himself did. There was a time when he did not love Christ, but I think we would all agree that he became one or the greatest lovers of Christ that has ever been on earth, loving Him because of attractiveness in Him. When great period is over, any who do not love Christ are coming under the curse of God. 

    I desired to say a few words as to these various persons who are said to have loved David so that we might be searched as to what is the character of our love, how far it will go. Davids name means beloved, reminding us uniquely of the Lord Jesus, who is called in Scripture the beloved. That word in Ephesians 1: 6 does not indicate exactly who loves Him, but He is the beloved. There are those who can say, my beloved. God Himself leading in that way, behold my servant... my beloved, Matthew 12: 18. And so in the first scripture read, it says, The Lord hath sought him a man after his own heart. Even before David is formally named, Samuel, in announcing the displacement of Saul, says, the Lord hath sought him a man after his own heart. I take it that a man after his own heart is a man who draws forth the love of God, calls out that love because of attractiveness. There is a character of love that is in the nature of philanthropy. One of the characters of Gods love to man is in the nature of philanthropy, but that in no way applies to Christ. Christ was the object of love as inherently attractive, The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand, John 3: 35. That is because of attractiveness on His side. I would desire that we ponder that; for in the blessed Person of Jesus there is an object for the heart of God. In one of the gospels the word from heaven is, Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight. In another, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight. In the last case God is calling our attention to the object of His heart. I believe that if we went through Scripture and gathered up every reference to what delights God, we would see that every single feature is expressed perfectly in Christ. In the blessed Person of Jesus is Gods paradise. Scripture speaks of the paradise of God; His Eden, and everything that contributes to Gods paradise is resident in Jesus. Everything that pleases God, everything that delights God  a stronger word  everything that God loves, is there in Jesus. Samuel says, The Lord hath sought him a man and He found him: I have found David, and of the blessed Lord, in thee I have found my delight. How blessed to allow our hearts to be engaged with the One who engages the heart of God. I do not think we can conceive anything greater than One who in Manhood engages the heart of God so that God loves Him. The Father loves the Son and has given all things to be in His hand. Hence, if God finds attractiveness in Jesus sufficient to perfectly satisfy His heart, how right it is that we should love Him. 

    What follows the statement that God had sought a man after His own heart, is a frequent reference to those who love David. From that point he gradually became the object of all the people in some measure, and it is of this I wanted to speak. There is, first, the unnamed person who speaks of David to Saul. It is not formally said that he loved David, but he says, I have seen a son of Jesse. No one could know David without loving him; no one could know Jesus without loving Him. This knowledge is not casual knowledge but conscious knowledge. He then goes on to speak of David. He is cunning in playing, so able to play on his harp that he stirs the very soul of the people, such a musician is he. Then he is a mighty valiant man, he is a man of courage. Probably this man knew of the lion and the bear and how David went out after them. He is a man of war: he is a man who knows how to conduct war according to God: very few know that. David knew the character of weapons God would employ, weapons that are not carnal. He is prudent in matters or skilled in speech. How it could be said of the Lord, Never man spake like this man. Did anyone ever know how to use words like Jesus? What perfection in speaking marks Him! David is a comely person, or a man of good presence. You could not be in the presence of Christ without realising that you were in the presence of One who is truly great. He shall be great. This dear man certainly loved David. I have seen him; he says, and through his words David is sent for and brought to Saul, and it says, David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly. That is remarkable! It is there for our instruction and our warning. As the beloved of God stands in the presence of Saul, for the moment Sauls heart is engaged. It says, He loved him greatly. I believe there are moments in all our histories when that was true of us, when Christ stood out great to our hearts for the moment. But this was not continued with Saul. Indeed, we are told that he became his enemy continually, and his would-be murderer. What has happened? At the outset he loves David greatly, and in the end he is his enemy and would murder him. Why? As Saul learns to know David he realises that David is to displace him, and Saul is not prepared for that. I believe one of the great exercises we are facing in this city is this matter of displacement, and the refusal to accept it converts lovers of Christ to enemies of Christ. The one we once loved greatly we may persecute, because we will not accept displacement. Once our eyes are fixed on Christ we must face this matter of the displacement of ourselves. A good part of the conflict lies there. Saul envies David. He eyes him and he envies him, and if envy is operating in our souls God only knows what we will do. I do not think there is any limit at which envy will stop. Indeed, the root of the murder of Christ was envy. I would speak to my own heart, for I have had to face this matter; we all have to. If our love for Christ is not to wane, but wax, we must face the matter of the displacement of what we are. This exercise exists in every subdivision in some form. When we realise that the Lord is with someone perhaps more distinctively than He is with us, beware lest envy arise, for who knows where it may lead us unless judged? 

    The next who loves David is Jonathan. A much better Christian, as we would say, than Saul. What a beginning he had. The beauty of David, the attractiveness of David, came home to Jonathans heart, for it says of David, he was ruddy, that is to say the freshness of life was there, and he was of a beautiful countenance. You could not look on the face of David and not be attracted. The attractiveness of David as he faces Goliath, and is prepared to jeopardise his life, moves Jonathans heart and it is knit with David. There was a bond formed between Jonathan and David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. I think that is stated many times in Scripture, he loved him as his own soul. But if we do not go beyond that we are in very great danger. I would speak humbly in this matter, but we need to love Christ more than our own soul. The impression the words leave is that Jonathan loved David to the same extent as he loved himself. That character of love will not hold us to Christ. There comes a time when David is rejected and Jonathan is to face whether he will leave his father, whether he will leave his city, whether he will leave his house, for David. The Lord allows matters to arise that test us to our very foundation as to the character of our love. Jonathans love for David was precious, passing the love of women indeed, yet it was not sufficient to cause him, for Davids sake, to break with his father, to break with his own city, and to break with his own house. When it is a matter of what is due to the Lord, our love is tested by what is natural far more than we have any conception, and how often it comes out that in fact we prefer our natural relationships than what is due to Christ. Do not let us deceive our hearts. Very few of us are better than Jonathan, and Jonathan prefers to remain where Saul is. In their death they were not divided. They should have been divided. They should have been divided in their life, but in their life they were not divided, and in their death they were not divided. Lover of David as Jonathan was, he was not prepared to break with Saul. And that brought him into the hands of the Philistines who slew him. If we do not face this test, then natural, human thoughts will get control of us and destroy us. If what is due to the Lord does not take precedence over our own father, over our own city, over our own house, then sooner or later we are bound to fall under the power of the Philistines and lose our real understanding of the things of God. 

    Then it says, all Israel and Judah loved David. You might think that this is an excellent situation. That is to say that all true Christians on the face of the earth love Christ surely. But nevertheless, that love is to be tested. You might say Davids position is assured for all Israel and Judah love him. But when David is in reproach and rejection, what mean these 4,000 warriors under Saul that seek to capture David and kill him. Why should a city of Judah, having received such devoted service from David, be ready to give him up to Saul? He had delivered then from the Philistines! David says, Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? and God says, They will. Sooner or later the test comes to every heart, what place has David really? 

    Then it says Michal loved David. She was given to him as wife and she loved him. That is a happy situation. In the secret of his affection, knowing his attractiveness as no one else should know it, but this love is tested. She stands first fairly well. When Saul would take David from his house and kill him, Michal protects him and finds a way out for him so that we would honour that amount of love in her heart for David, but later she is given to another. There is no reference to any resentment or conflict on her side in this sad matter. She is tested still more when David is on the throne and his enemies subdued. What will David do? David devotes himself and all that he has to God. He lays aside his external greatness and dons a linen garment and dances before God in holy joy. Michal, looking out of the window, despised him in her heart. We are tested as to whether we love Christ sufficiently to be with Him in His complete devotedness to the will and service of God so that nothing is held back from that great end. David ever had it as his object that God should have a house and be ministered to. The return of the ark sets this great matter in movement and David dances with all his might. Michals love is tested by this: she is not with David, she despises him in her heart and she has no children to the day of her death. 

    I come now to the one that I trust we all will accept as a model. It says, Hiram was ever a lover of David, or always loved David. The inference is that from the time David appeared publicly, Hiram had his eye and his heart on him, and there was never a moment that he ceased to love him. Very much like Abigail, who stands out in blessed contrast to Michal, though Abigail for the moment was bound to Nabal. But she says of him, Nabal is his name, and folly is with him. Of David she says, my lord fighteth the battles of the Lord, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days. The inference is that every day of David was observed by Abigail. How we love to go over every day of Jesus as He was here fighting the battles of the Lord. She says iniquity was not found in him one of those days, showing that she was a lover of David before she was formally his wife. Hiram is such a person. The Spirit of God says he always loved David. He would take account of David going out from his father to meet the champion of the Philistines, the middle man of the devil. That word champion means middle man, the devil has his middle man to bring man under his control, but Gods middle man, Gods mediator, comes out and faces this champion  Hiram loved him then. Who would not? When David is in rejection through Saul, the implication is that Hiram still loved him, for he always loved him. When David comes to the throne, and proceeds to put his enemies under his feet. Hiram still loves him. When the apostate Absalom arises, and displaces David from the hearts of Israel, he did not steal Hirams heart, for Hiram always loved David. When David returns to his place in Israel and begins to prepare for the great service of God, making instruments for His praise, also made such preparations for the building of the temple. Hiram still loved David. The last days call for those who love Christ. Hiram is the man that can provide material for a dwelling for David personally. Before he provides material for the house of God, he provided for Davids house. In truth, Christ cannot dwell except where He is loved. It is only those who always love Him that furnish Him with a dwelling, and it is to such persons that Solomon turns to provide material for the house of God. In 2 Chronicles 2: 8 Solomon says, Send me also cedar trees, fir trees and algum or sandal-wood trees. This man, who always loved David, could provide these materials for the house of God: no one else could. 

    Cedar-wood is kingly greatness, suitable for the presence of God: no one is morally great unless they love Christ, and love Him always. Such a man can provide cedar. The next is fir, that is perennial freshness. I am like a green fir tree, Hosea 14: 8. Nobody is like a green fir tree unless they love Christ always. Hiram could provide sandalwood, the fragrant wood that provides an odour in the house. Meet a brother or sister who loves Christ in all conditions, what an odour he or she brings in. Christ is not here, you might say, but His assembly is here and in truth the place His assembly has in our hearts is the place He has. Why persecutest thou me? All that Saul was doing to the assembly he was doing to Christ. What the Lord is seeking for, I am sure, is persons who love the assembly because it is Christ. You could not say that a person loved a man who hated his wife. We are tested as to the character of our love for Christ by our attitude towards the saints, the assembly of God. 

    One trusts these scriptures will speak to us as to our love for Christ. How wide the range of persons who are said to have loved David and yet how few loved him as Hiram did. Saul did not always love David. Jonathan did not always love David. Jonathan went out to meet David and they wept together, but it says, Jonathan went into the city, David did not, he departed, there were those who were with David, who remained with him. You could not say that all Israel and Judah always loved David, for some of them took part in his persecution. You certainly cannot say Michal always loved David, for she at one point despised him in her heart. Hiram always loved David; he discovered something of the inherent attractiveness of David. He represents the character of person that provides substance for the assembly, the kind of person that brings the true cedarwood, brings the true fir trees, brings the true sandalwood to build up the assembly for Christ and for God. The greatest lover of Christ was Paul. He says, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly, Colossians 1: 24. What he suffered for the assembly, who can tell? But it was because he always loved Christ. I commend Hiram to us as the model for every heart so that always, whether in rejection, whether in conflict, whether in glory, whether as trodden under foot in apostasy as in Christendom now, let us always love Christ, and Therefore always love His assembly. 
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    1 Kings 6: 7 - 22

    CACI think the consideration together of the material of which the house was built would give us to see the exalted character of what has come under the hand of Christ as the great Builder, and it would help us to apprehend the dignity of the service that belongs to such a house. I am thinking more particularly of the materials mentioned in this chapter  the stone, the cedar-wood, the cypress, the olive wood and the gold  all marked by excellence. When the tabernacle was finished it was all anointed, but in the house that Solomon built the materials were of such excellence that they did not need to be anointed. When we consider that the saints are the materials with which Christ builds it gives us an exalted thought of the place which they have in relation to Christ as the Builder and in relation to God as the One who dwells in the house when it is finished. 

    JSIn that sense the material is worthy to compose the house. We need that view a little more perhaps? 

    CACYes, I think we do. The material is all suitable for Christ as the Son of the Fathers love to handle in His constructive operations. There is nothing mean or common about it. The material itself is of great importance. The stone is mentioned first because it is that which underlies the other materials although it was not to be seen (verse 18). What underlies and supports everything in the house of God is that which is not seen. It says distinctly that there was no stone seen; what was seen was cedar, but the stone was of basic importance, it was the strength and stability of the structure, though not coming under the eye of man. 

    WGWhat does the stone speak of? 

    CACMy impression is that the stone represents what is solid and permanent; it regards the saints as the subjects of divine purpose and calling. The stones come from an elevated region, the mountains, which would answer to Romans 8: 29, 30 and Ephesians 1: 4. 

    VGWould that be indicated in the Lords word to Peter, Thou art Peter (Matthew 16: 18)? 

    CACThat shews that the Lord was thinking of building material; when Simon came first into His presence He said to him: Thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is stone), John 1: 42. It was not exactly what Peter was then actually, but what he was in divine purpose  Thou shalt be called Cephas. 

    RemSo Peter has that in mind in his ministry, To whom coming, a living stone ... yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, 1 Peter 2: 4, 5. 

    CACI thought so. When Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16), the Lord said: Thou art Peter. He had come to it constitutionally then. He was a stone in purpose in the first chapter of John  Thou shalt be called Cephas  he was material in the eye of the Lord for His building work, but when he came out as a confessor of Christ as the Son of the living God he was a stone constitutionally and in character so the Lord said, Thou art Peter. It was not now simply what he was in purpose but what he had become as the subject of the Fathers revelation, and this was a matter of sovereign divine work outside responsibility. It was what the Father had done; flesh and blood had not revealed it to Simon but the Father. Looking at the stone in the light of this it is exceedingly dignified material, and permanent, because nothing can undo what the Father has done. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the tool and the hammer not being heard in the house? 

    CACThe point is evidently that the stone was entirely made ready before it was brought thither; so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it was being built. There is not only the thought of basic and permanent material in the stone, but a certain process of making ready is suggested, but all is done, as it were, behind the scenes. 

    QuesDoes it suggest God working? 

    CACThe best illustration of it that I know is the company of 120 persons in the first chapter of Acts, who were suited material for the Lord to use in His building operations. He actually built the house, we might say, in the beginning of the second chapter of the Acts, but the material was all prepared before. The Lord in His ministry on earth was preparing the material in secret; that is, what He was doing did not exactly come under the eye of man at all but He was making the material ready. As it says here, it was entirely made ready. It is interesting to consider that in the ministry of the Lord while here He did a great deal which was afterwards the work of the Spirit. Whatever one divine Person can do, Another can do. 

    VGIs what you say confirmed by the remarkable way in which these vessels functioned in the ten days before the descent of the Spirit? 

    CACI think so. They shewed that they were entirely made ready, and it had been brought about by being in the company of the Lord in the days of His flesh and also in resurrection. So that when they had to select one to take the place of Judas, Peter laid it down as a condition that he must be one who had assembled with them all the time in which the Lord Jesus came in and went out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day in which he was taken up from us (Acts 1: 21, 22); that is, he must be a man whose formation had been completed in the company of Christ. 

    QuesWould that thought be included in the Lords word I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it, John 17: 4? 

    CACI think so, because the work given Him to do certainly included the preparation of a company to be material for the house of God, for the temple. In connection with this it was not a question of what might be known to men, because they appealed to the Lord as knowing all hearts after they had appointed two men. They were not prepared to say which was the right one; they referred that to the Lord, knower of the hearts of all. This matter of what we are as stones does not actually come under the eye of man; it comes under the eye of the Lord and He has His own way of selecting. The material is the Fathers work, but it is the Lords work to make it ready, and in the case of the apostles the work was brought to completion. When the day of Pentecost came the Spirit came down and filled the house, but the material was all prepared before. All this suggests a process which is necessary for us if we are to be as it says here, entirely made ready. This process goes on as we are found in the company of the saints. I believe it is a great moment in the history of a soul when one begins to assemble with the saints, when one likes to be with them. Peter speaks of those who had assembled with us all the time in which the Lord Jesus came in and went out among us. All the time  it was a full-time man that was wanted, one that had not missed any impression that the Lord had given to His own when He came in and went out amongst them. As regards ourselves it is well to bear in mind that there is a company still where the Lord comes in and goes out, and so far as our responsibility enters into this matter it would lie in that, that we are found amongst those who assemble with the saints and who come under the personal influence of the Lord as coming in and going out amongst them. The making ready will go on then according to the plan, according to what is in the divine mind. We love to see souls drawn to the company of believers; it is one evidence that there is material there for the house; there is something of stone character there, and the Lord can see it before we can. He saw great possibilities in Simon before anybody else did. 

    RemSo that on the day you mention they were all together in one place. 

    CACIs not that beautiful? It was the result of being made ready during the three-and-a-half years. 

    RemThey had been attracted to Christ really? 

    CACYes, quite so, and it is in being attracted to Him that we give evidence of being living stones. Peter speaks of Christ as a Living Stone, cast aside as worthless by men, but chosen of God and precious, and he says, To whom coming. Those who come are living stones; they have vitality enough to come. The test is whether we have vitality enough to come to Christ as the One who is of no account in this world, but who is infinitely precious to God. It means leaving every other man and coming to Him. One is a living stone then; it takes the energy of life to come to Christ, because He is of no account in this world. People may build churches and large buildings but there is nothing living in that. But by living stones being found together a habitation is secured for God. There is material which Christ can make use of. It is a wonderful day when He becomes the one Object attracting the heart away from mans thoughts and doings and all his religious observances to the One chosen of God and precious. Then there is basic material for the house, something that the true Solomon can use in His building operations. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between what the Lord is as a Stone and what the saints are as stones? 

    CACThere is a certain difference, because as to His Person He is unique, but the saints are the same kind of material morally and that is why they appreciate Christ. No one can appreciate Christ without having something in common with Him; there is a kindred nature. It is instructive to see that in the house all was cedar; there was no stone seen (verse 18). What the saints are as called according to purpose (Romans 8: 28) underlies everything but it does not come into view. What appears publicly is the cedar. The divine sovereign work in saints on the line of Gods calling and purpose underlies all that we can see. We cannot see all that the saints are as wrought of God in view of His purpose. We are conscious that that mighty working is there, but what comes into evidence is the cedar. There is no stone seen. 

    RemTell us a bit about the cedar. 

    CACIt seems to me that in the cedar we get what is the product of divine planting and growth. Scripture speaks of the cedars of Lebanon which Jehovah hath planted (Psalm 104: 16), and it is said of the righteous that he shall grow like a cedar on Lebanon, Psalm 92: 12. The result is something excellent that can be taken account of under the eye of men. The spouse in the Song of Songs, in describing the Bridegroom says, His bearing as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars, Song of Songs 5: 15. That refers to the public bearing of the Lord, and it seems to me that the cedar as seen in the house speaks of the excellence of those features of Christ which can be taken account of publicly. What cannot be seen is the basis of all; what the saints are by the purpose and calling of God underlies everything, and many scriptures speak of the saints from that point of view. 

    RemI was wondering whether we sometimes rest in the stone character of things without being sufficiently exercised that there should be something seen. 

    CACWell, I believe the cedar represents these practical ways in Christ which are the product of divine planting and growth and which come into evidence amongst the brethren. Our ways in Christ are a public matter. There was not much cedar at Corinth; it was there potentially because the apostle addresses them as babes in Christ, but he reminds them of the cedar as they had seen it in himself. He says, I have sent to you Timotheus ... who shall put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ, according as I teach everywhere in every assembly, 1 Corinthians 4: 17. It is our ways in Christ that the brethren are to see and that is a very exalted character of things that constitutes material for the house. 

    QuesYou made the remark that in Solomons building there was no anointing, but the apostle speaks to the Corinthians of the anointing, does he not? 

    CACHe does, but I think we can understand that they were hardly up to the elevation of the scripture before us. We must bear in mind that in Solomons temple there is no suggestion of deficiency or defect; every bit of it is perfect; the full mind of God is set before us that we may be exercised to come up to it. It is helpful to distinguish between Solomon as a builder and as an intercessory priest. When he builds, the material is all of surpassing excellence without any deficiency, but when he goes down on his knees to pray it is altogether different. On his knees he says over and over again, Forgive ... forgive ... forgive. He is considering the people more from the Corinthian standpoint, if we may so say, when he prays. 

    QuesDoes Psalm 29 suggest anything about the cedars? It refers to the voice of Jehovah breaking the cedars, and in the next verse He makes them to skip. 

    CACI think the cedar is often used in Scripture as representing the greatness and excellence of man as in the flesh, and God is going to break that. The day of Jehovah will be upon all the cedars of Lebanon, Isaiah 2: 13. In that aspect the cedar-wood was cast into the burning of the red heifer in Numbers 19; all that belongs to mans greatness goes into the fire. But Solomons cedar sets forth what is spiritually excellent. The ways of the saints in Christ develop as they grow. A young convert necessarily comes in as a babe in Christ and the saints delight in what they see in him of ways in Christ but that is a developing thing. Paul began by telling the Corinthians that they were babes in Christ but he did not finish without presenting to them the thought of a man in Christ. 

    QuesWhat are the ways ... in Christ? 

    CACI think it is all that corresponds with the anointed Man. 

    RemRighteousness, faith, love, peace. 

    CACYes. 

    QuesWould the cedar be seen in Peter when he says, Look on us? 

    CACQuite so. We ought to be much exercised as to what can be seen. I have heard people who were wrong say, The Lord knows my heart; but what the brethren know is a very important matter. It is possible to cover up an unwholesome, unrighteous course by saying, The Lord knows my heart. The saints do not know my heart but they know my ways and they are entitled to see that my ways are in Christ; they are entitled to see in me something of the excellent bearing of Christ. His bearing was always excellent; it always had the cedar character wherever it was looked at. Even as a Boy of twelve, how excellent was His bearing! And at every point, right through to the end there was the excellent bearing of the cedar. Now, that is to be seen, and it surely will be seen if the stone is underlying; the cedar will be put upon it. 

    QuesAs the temple is perfect and we are such creatures of failure, how do we fit the two thoughts together? 

    CACDivine thoughts are presented to us symbolically in the temple, and I believe what is set forth here corresponds with what Christ set up here in the power of the Spirit after His ascension. It was there in completeness initially but now that has passed from public view and we have to come back to learn the mind of God from Scripture. We get in Solomons temple what gives us the true thought of the house as in the mind of God; so that when we have that view of it before our hearts and minds we do not accept anything less as the truth. If we get the divine thought and have pure and upright hearts we could not possibly accept anything different. We could not accept that any human substitute will do; we may have to repent often in dust and ashes that so little of the cedar is exhibited, but we are not going to accept that something inferior will do. 

    RemIt is a question of apprehending what is suitable to God. 

    CACQuite so. 

    QuesWhen Peter in his second epistle refers to what they heard when they were with Him on the holy mount, has he in mind what is excellent, in correspondence with the excellent glory? 

    CACYes, and there is the potentiality of all this in every saint. It is not like something out of reach. If none of the ways in Christ are seen in a person, you would say he is an unconverted man. 

    RemPeter speaks of growing up to salvation by desiring the pure mental milk of the word. 

    CACThat is it. We grow up to complete deliverance from the man after the flesh when our heart is attracted and filled with what Christ is, and the fact that we are attracted and filled with that shews that we are kindred with Him. 

    Now we might have a word about the cypress or fir tree. It seems to me that the way the cypress or fir is spoken of in Scripture suggests the thought of grace abounding where sin has been. We read that as for the stork, the fir trees are her house, Psalm 104: 17. The stork being an unclean bird (Leviticus 11: 19) would suggest that a house provided for her by God must be on the principle of grace. And we being what we are there can be no possibility of our being in happy relations with God, or having a place in His house, save on the ground of grace. We have, indeed, no claim or title to anything good save that which grace confers. We are justified freely by grace; we are saved by grace; whatever a saint is and whatever he does, it is by the grace of God. The conditions on our side are such that the element of grace is a necessity at all times. This is brought out in a striking way in the last chapter of the prophet Hosea. It begins, O Israel, return unto Jehovah thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive us graciously; so will we render the calves of our lips. And then in the eighth verse we read, Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols?, and Jehovah says, I answer him, and I will observe him. Then Ephraim goes on to say, I am like a green fir-tree; then Jehovah says, From me is thy fruit found. There is no more beautiful expression of grace in the Old Testament. Backsliding Israel, having learned their own character by a long course of shameful failure will eventually turn to God and say, Forgive all iniquity, and receive us graciously, and He will do so, and then they will say, I am like a green fir-tree. In the appreciation of grace they will become characterised by the freshness of life, and grace becomes fruitful in this way. 

    RemLooking at the figure of the two trees, the cedar I suppose would speak of stateliness and height and dignity, 

    whereas the cypress would suggest greenness and freshness. 

    CACYes, the thought of that freshness which the continued sense of grace preserves in the soul. The cedar and the cypress are often found together in Scripture. As we grow up in Christ there will always be a deepening sense of grace. Those who lose the sense of grace will surely get into darkness and bondage. It is noticeable that the folding-doors at the entrance of the temple were made of cypress-wood (1 Kings 6: 34), intimating to us that access into privilege is a matter of grace. We may observe, too, that the floor of the holy place was overlaid with boards of cypress (1 Kings 6: 15). In the most holy place the floor is cedar, but in the holy place it is cypress. It is not exactly new creation in the holy place but what we are according to grace; we are on that footing with God; we approach on the ground of infinite grace. Gods favourableness to those personally unworthy is always an element in the constitution of the material with which Christ builds; He takes up persons imbued with the sense of grace; every one, as the parable puts it, has come in as an eleventh-hour man, and gets what he has on the footing of pure grace. We must always retain a sense of that. We come near to God on the ground of His own grace in Christ; we are on that ground with Him. There is nothing more practically important than that we should retain the sense of grace; indeed there has been enough failure in the history of every one of us to make us value grace. 

    RemWe have spoken of other features in connection with Peter, and this one is especially seen with him in all he passed through with the Lord. Afterwards he said to others, Grace to you and peace be multiplied, 1 Peter 1 : 2. 

    CACYes, how beautiful! So in Lukes gospel the two who came back from Emmaus had been learning grace and they found the eleven gathered together and saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. The great mark of resurrection in Luke was the grace of it, that He had appeared to Simon, to the one who had cursed and sworn and denied Him! Yes, He had appeared to Simon! That is grace and our souls need to be steeped in grace; we shall fall a prey to the enemy if our souls are not fully established with grace. So we read, It is good that the heart be confirmed with grace, Hebrews 13: 9. 

    We have only time for a brief word on the olive wood. It is apparent that the olive speaks of what is spiritual. Spirituality is a most important element in relation to the material for the house. The cherubim were of olive-wood (1 Kings 6: 23) as were also the doors for the entrance of the oracle (verse 31), and the posts for the doorway of the temple (verse 33). 

    JSI am afraid we need help as to what spirituality represents, because we are liable to confuse it with sentimentality and a sort of unreal, restrained bearing among the saints. 

    CACI think spirituality would preserve us from everything of that character. Spirituality means that we have become characterised by the presence of the Spirit of God; this is in one sense greater than anything we have had before us yet. It is a very great and holy thought that saints, human beings, should be characterised by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of God; to be characterised by His presence is spirituality. 

    It is not supposed in Scripture that the Spirit is a kind of deposit which one may receive without the whole person being affected. Scripture supposes, and indeed enjoins, that we are to be filled with the Spirit. Now, if we are filled with the Spirit we shall be spiritual. A man in whom the thought of spirituality is developed to its normal degree is a man filled with the Spirit. This is not a fanciful idea; it is just normal Christianity that we should be filled with the Spirit. What beautiful material for Christ to handle! And it is within the reach of each one of us! All these things are characteristic of saints viewed according to God; the stone and the cedar and the cypress and the olive wood are all characteristic of saints viewed as such and they constitute material which Christ can handle, so that there may be a house suitable for God to dwell in and where God can be served according to His pleasure. 

    QuesDoes spirituality preserve what is suitable to God? 

    CACQuite so, because spirituality is most sensitive. The dove is a scriptural symbol of the Spirit, and the dove is one of the most sensitive creatures. Nothing can be so sensitive as the Spirit of God, and we have to learn to distinguish between natural thoughts and feelings and emotions and those which are of the Spirit of God. It is a mark of spiritual maturity when we can thus distinguish, because we very often mistake our own feelings and sentiments for spirituality. But we have to learn to take on the character that rightly accompanies the presence of the Spirit. The Lord said to the disciples, Ye know him  a wonderful thing! The world ... does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you, John 14: 17. Now, how far can we say we know the Spirit? We can perhaps all say we know the Lord, but it is important to know the Spirit and to take character from the Spirit. 

    RemIn one sense the Spirit has taken the Lords place here, alongside of us. 

    CACQuite so. The cherubim were made of olivewood, and that is a beautiful thought. It is evident that the cherubim in the temple were quite different from the cherubim in the tabernacle. In the tabernacle the cherubim were made of gold out of the mercy- seat ... at the two ends thereof (Exodus 37: 8), shewing that the cherubim in the tabernacle were on the divine side, but the cherubim in the temple represent the saints as having a beautiful service for the protection and the safeguarding of the ark. We find that when the ark of the covenant was brought to its place it was under the wings of the cherubim; for the cherubim stretched forth their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered the ark and its staves above, 1 Kings 8: 6, 7. This supreme treasure of God was overshadowed by the wings of the cherubim, intimating that now it is not only true that God will protect and safeguard all that pertains to Christ, but that He has got men, spiritual men, under whose wings the ark can be placed with every confidence. Do we covet to be trustworthy persons to safeguard in holy affections all that belongs to Christ as the Ark of the covenant and the mercy-seat? What a wonderful thought it is! What spirituality is needed for that! 

    Finally, all was overlaid with gold, which I understand to convey that, as Psalm 29: 9 says, In his temple doth every one say, Glory! or as the note reads, everything saith. Every detail in the house is to carry some feature of divine glory. There is to be glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages, Ephesians 3: 21. The holy city, Jerusalem, will come down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God (Revelation 21: 10). And the glory is to appear now in all service in the assembly. So we read, If any one speak  as oracles of God; if any one minister  as of strength which God supplies; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the might for the ages of ages. Amen, 1 Peter 4: 11. Whatever is brought about through Jesus Christ, whatever the saints are as in Christ, and whatever service is rendered in a spiritual way will always carry some expression of the glory of God. So that the whole house he overlaid with gold and there is added, as though to emphasise this, the whole house entirely. The assembly is to be, now and eternally, the vessel of divine glory. So that we gladly sing: 

    O Mind divine, so must it be 
That glory all belongs to God! 
O Love divine, that did decree 
We should be part, through Jesus blood.
 

  
    1 KINGS 6 (SUMMARY OF A READING) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 6: 5 - 10

    In the previous reading we considered the house itself and, particularly, the materials used in its construction, suggestive of spiritual material which comes now under the hand of Christ, the true Solomon, and which is being built up a spiritual house. We referred to the stones, cedar, cypress and olive as representing symbolically various features of the work of God in His people, all combining together to form His house. We noticed that all was presented from the divine side, and presented as perfect; there are no figures of what is defective. What is in the mind of God is presented for our consideration, so that we might be exercised to come up to it by the work of God proceeding in our souls. 

    But there are many scriptures which give us light as to progress on our side in spiritual apprehension, and I understand that the side-chambers present this side of things in a striking way. They are not the house itself, but they stand in close relation to it. They are in three storeys, enlarging as they ascend. There is the lowest floor, then the middle one, and then the third. I believe the consideration of this will be found helpful, for in the truth as set out in the New Testament, particularly in the epistles, we may see what answers to these three grades of elevation and enlargement. The chambers of each floor as they ascend are of larger dimensions, so that they indicate the thought of spiritual progress. The thoughts thus suggested are helpful not only in a general way but in regard of our service to God in the assembly. 

    The lowest floor, I think we may say, is where baptism and the Lords supper are. That is, it answers to the truth as set forth in Romans and 1 Corinthians. If we are not right on that floor we cannot expect to go higher. It is where our moral relations with God, and with the brethren, and with the world, are divinely adjusted. When we receive the gospel our moral relations with God are put right. On the ground of redemption we are justified so that we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and by Him we have access by faith into the favour of God, and the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. This blessedness is unfolded in the epistle to the Romans, chapter 5; we also learn that the adjustment of our relations with God involves the adjustment of our relations with the world, and baptism has its place in this connection. We must accept a public position here which is in keeping with right relations with God. The public position is burial with Christ; baptism means that we go out by burial from the life of the world, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life, Romans 6: 4. That is a new kind of life here on earth. As buried to the former life we yield ourselves to God as alive from among the dead and our members instruments of righteousness to God. That is a kind of life which the Spirit can support. Christ has now a footing in our hearts where He once had none, and if Christ is in us the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness, Romans 8: 10. The flesh has ceased to dominate: in result we can present our bodies a living sacrifice, so that Gods will may be worked out in us in the way of service to the brethren (Romans 12). For we are members one of another to serve; we have many to serve us and we have many to serve, and in taking up this service in a practical way we find freedom from selfishness. Being in right relations thus with the brethren we are liberated for the service of God. We are to be like-minded one toward another, according to Christ Jesus; that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Romans 15: 5, 6. It is evident that this brings us into view of the service of the house, but it is, to use the language of the type, the lowest floor. 

    The first epistle to the Corinthians runs parallel with Romans, and it develops our assembly relations. The truth of the fellowship to which we are called comes out in this epistle, as does the Lords supper as the rallying point of the assembly. Believers come together in their different localities to remember the Lord Jesus in the place where He died, and to share in common the precious fruit of His body being given and His blood poured out. It is the privilege of the saints to come together locally as those who are in the conscious gain of the new covenant, both in the letter and in the spirit of it. We thus enjoy in a corporate way the place and portion which the death of Christ and the gift of the Spirit have brought us into. And as together we find an outlet for our praises to the Lord Jesus and also to the blessed God. We occupy a place in relation to the house of God which answers to the chambers of the lowest floor. 

    The normal effect of being in the good of the Roman epistle and of taking up in a practical way the assembly order of 1 Corinthians is that we look for something further. The lowest floor truly occupied would ensure collective freedom and the spirit of sonship would give power to ascend. We read that they went up by winding stairs into the middle floor, and out of the middle into the third. And it is to be noticed that the entrance to the side-chambers of the middle floor was in the right side of the house. The right side suggests the thought of power, as we find generally in Scripture. We can only go up to the middle or third floor as there is spiritual power to do so; we must always go up by the right side. But in the spirit of sonship there is liberty and power to go up. It is to be observed in Romans 15 the power of the Holy Spirit leads to abounding in hope. It fills the soul with bright anticipation of something higher; the closing verses of the epistle would lead the Roman believers to see that there was much more in the apostles mind than he had unfolded. They would see that there was a great deal more to be entered upon; they would have hope of things more elevated than what he had spoken of. They would recognise that there were stairs leading upward to a higher level! 

    And to the Corinthians also, though the greater part of the first epistle refers to the lowest floor, the apostle does not end without leading their hearts upward. Chapter 15 is like stairs leading upward, for he speaks of Christ as risen being First-fruits of a risen company, and he says, Such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones. And as we have borne the image of the one made of dust, we shall bear also the image of the heavenly one, 1 Corinthians 15: 48, 49. We may remember that the stairs for the house of Jehovah, and the balustrade were made of sandal-wood (2 Chronicles 9: 11; 1 Kings 10: 12). It was wood that came from a far-off clime; There came no such sandal-wood, nor was there seen to this day. So I would suggest that the sandal-wood stairs represent what leads up in the direction of the heavenly. 

    We come together to break bread on the lowest floor, but it is not the Lords mind that we should remain on that level. He would have us to go up to the middle floor and also to the third. One feels sure that any christian in the good of Romans and 1 Corinthians would desire to go up, but going up is a question of power. And power for this lies largely in the affectionate apprehension of Christ as risen and as the heavenly One. The Lords supper brings before us how He went down, but in the last chapters of the gospels He presented Himself to His disciples as risen. 

    What they saw in Himself was the way up. Those who saw the risen Christ, and with whom He assembled during forty days, were in flesh and blood condition, but they understood that all that was precious to them was now in resurrection, and that there was no distance between them and the risen One. They did not know as a matter of doctrine that they were risen with Christ; that was left to Paul to unfold; but they had the reality of it in spiritual experience. Everything that had caused distance had been removed by His death, so that we see no fear or trouble or unbelief on their part in Acts 1. The service He had rendered in verifying Himself to them in Luke 24 had been effective. They could be with the risen One, and not only hear Him, but speak to Him with confidence. It was true of them that they were risen with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead, Colossians 2: 12. 

    There were holy and faithful brethren in Christ in Colosse of whom it is said that they were raised with him. They were men and women living in a city in Asia Minor, but they had been raised with Christ through faith of the working of God who raised Him from among the dead. This was clearly a faith position. Let us try to understand what this would mean to them. They would know that they could be with God as in company with Christ risen. They would know, in the light of what Epaphras had taught them and what Paul had written to them earlier in his letter, that Christ was firstborn from among the dead, Colossians 1: 18. That is, He was the pre-eminent One, the glorious Head of the company risen with Him. They would know that they were His body, to increase with the increase of God. What elevation and enlargement there is in this! It answers to the chambers on the middle floor, which are not only more elevated than the lowest floor but are of enlarged dimensions. 

    If we had never heard of these things before, and it was brought home to us in spiritual power that by faith of the working of God we were raised with Christ, I am sure it would make a great impression on us. We should understand that the great thing now for us is to hold fast the Head, to get suggestions from Christ as Head. He would not fail to minister to the body that it might increase with the increase of God. Christ as Head is the great Source of supply, and He makes use of the joints and bands to convey what is of Himself to the body. It is not, in the teaching of the Colossian epistle, the action of gifts, though of course their service is recognised as in Paul and Epaphras and others in chapter 4, but in the teaching of the epistle the Head is held fast as furnishing ministry through joints and bands so that increase of God is brought about. I understand the word of the Christ (Colossians 3: 16) to be the word of the Head, which is to dwell richly in all the holy and faithful brethren in Christ, so that the teaching of the Head becomes available, and this issues in there being psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God. The thought is that the vast reservoir of wealth that is in the Head becomes available for the body so that God is praised as the great Source from which all has come. It is beautiful to see that ministry from the Head leads to increase of God; there is great wealth in the knowledge of God. 

    When we come together in assembly we begin on the lowest floor, but we should have in mind that there is a way up to another level. We should not forget the stairs, but be prepared to go up step by step, remembering that power is needed at each step. We must remember, too, 

    that the stairs are winding; it is impossible to see far ahead; we must be content to go up step by step as we have power in a way of spiritual leading. We cannot see all the way clear before us on any particular occasion. A note to Proverbs 2: 9 in the Darby Translation is helpful in regard to winding; it says, Gods path for the saint ... does not always lead where we expect, or so that we can see straight on in it. This applies also to the steps by which we go up when we are together in assembly. If Christ has His place amongst us as the Mediator of the new covenant He will serve us so that we shall be empowered to go up, but not exactly in a formal way so that we can see all the way by which we are going. In a formal religious service everything goes on in a fixed order from which there is no deviation, but in the spiritual service of the assembly room must be left, surely, for Christ to have His place in the midst as Head, and who can tell beforehand what He will suggest on any particular occasion? He will surely lead upward, but exactly how the steps will go cannot be foreseen when we enter on the upward way. Of course every spiritual movement will be in accord with the truth as made known to us but in the movements of life in the assembly as convened we should expect to find something quite different from a formal order. Holding fast the Head will keep us in touch with infinite resource and variety in relation to the holy service of God. Any company of saints where Christ has His place as Head would look for a lead from Him. There would be joints and bands available through whom great spiritual thoughts would be conveyed which would determine our upward steps. If there is the increase of God, there will assuredly be increase to God in the blessed service of praise. 

    I do not think that the spiritual leading on any occasion can go quite beyond the general state of those present; it would hardly be real if it did. That is why the meetings fluctuate. If there has been a careless walk through the week, if matters have not been what they should be in the household or in the business or the office, or if there has been a measure of slackness generally it is sure to affect the meetings. Even the spiritual elements present cannot rise freely; their upward movements are impeded. This is a great exercise for us all. We can be thankful to know that the Lord does often come in and raise the tone of a low meeting. He can use a spiritual man to do this, so that we often get a touch towards the end of a meeting that we could not have had at the beginning, because He is concerned that God should get His portion, and He gives much help in that direction even when things are low on our side. We get an uplift so that we may be prepared for suggestions from the Head that will lead up the stairs to a higher level. 

    I think we may see an example of this when He gave that wonderful message to Mary Magdalene, Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God, John 20: 17. He did not entrust this message to a great gift but to a woman who was a joint or band through whom He could minister. And in saying I ascend, He was leading up all their thoughts and hearts to the chambers of the third storey. To be risen with Christ and to hold the Head are wonderful things, but they belong to the middle floor. Colossians prepares us to go higher than this when it calls upon us to seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God, and to have our mind on those things. That is a leading up to another level. The epistle to the Ephesians gives us the third storey, the highest spiritual level. We see there that there is a divine sense in which we can be said to be raised up to a very great elevation. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, Ephesians 2: 6. This is our full heavenly place as sons with Him who is above. The chambers on the third storey are seven cubits broad; that is, they suggest the perfection of the divine thoughts. As there we have come up to the full height of divine purpose and calling. We have come to the thoughts which were formed in Christ before the worlds foundation and which are for the supreme satisfaction of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. What capacity this would give for the service of God! It is there for access by the winding stairs, not only in an individual way, but as a matter of assembly movement when we are together. There is nothing beyond; it is the full height of the thoughts of divine love. Christ as the glorious Head cherishes those thoughts and loves to lead us up to them collectively when convened. If we give place to His leading it will surely be in this direction. But the winding stairs suggest that He would not have us to see all the way up when we begin the ascent. He would have us conscious that He is the Head, and that we must go up step by step as the spiritual leading may be on each occasion. He would have us to know this great service of His love according to which we are enriched and furnished in relation to the house of God. 

    The sandal-wood was used for the stairs and the balustrade and for harps and lutes for the singers. So that it seems to have special significance in relation to going up and to the service of praise. Being wood I think it suggests what is brought about in men by the work of God  a suitability as heavenly ones to go up and to praise in a manner that harmonises with what is proper to heaven. It is to this elevation that God would have us brought, and He has furnished us with a Head who is able to bring us there. But on our side we come to it by successive stages of apprehension, each of which is accompanied by an appropriate service of praise. If Christ has His place as Head there will be spiritual activity; there will be a leading upward and a singing to God. This is something to be known experimentally and confirmed as we are together in assembly. 

  
    THE PURPOSE OF THE ASSEMBLY (JBS 6)

    1 Corinthians 12; 1 Kings 6: 5 - 30

    We were looking last evening at the way in which the Lord educates us for the assembly. The first question before us tonight is, What is the purpose of the assembly? I ask anyone present to answer that question. Well, we see in 1 Kings 6 that the stones that were cut out of the quarry (we might say by the evangelist), were then shaped and brought to Jerusalem to be put each one in its place in the temple - Gods house. The stones were built in noiselessly, and then built up. You can scarcely refrain from connecting this with 1 Peter 2. You must be a stone first; that is the first thing. Peter himself was always a stone (from John 1: 42), but he was not confirmed as one until Matthew 16. We see in 1 Peter 2: 4 that it is those who are already converted that come to Christ as the living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God. There are many true christians who have never yet come to Christ as the living stone. But to return: the stones when put in their places in the temple were covered with cedar, and then all was covered with gold, so that there was nothing but gold seen; that which was fit for God. There was no stone seen. The first point then is, that in the assembly - the house of God - everything is suitable to and for God. God, and not man, is before you in the house of God. Then the next question is, How do we come in? Well, we come into His presence with a song; and then the first act in the assembly is to remember the Lord in His death. We revert to what He was here. The One whom we remember had the lowest place for man here, but He has the highest place with God. 

    If you are not fit for the Lords day morning meeting you are not fit for any other during the week. We begin with His death: that is our starting-point. Just as in Psalm 22 - twenty-one verses tell us what the Lord went through on the cross; then, in resurrection, He declares the Fathers name: in the midst He leads the praises. 

    When we have remembered the Lord (we are with Him in all the virtue of His death) what next takes place in the assembly? You now listen to Him. He declares the Father. The assembly is where the mind of God is made known at the moment. You pass from the brazen altar, where the work was accomplished for you, and you go in as the consecrated company in all the fragrance of Christ. You are now in the holiest of all. You have now come to the oracle, and you hear what the oracle says. How could you have the Lord declaring the Father to you from His own side and not be refreshed? You may not understand everything, but you are comforted, cheered, encouraged. And then, what is the result? Praise unto God - you then worship. The one who takes part is the organ of the assembly for the moment, and how important that this should be borne in mind; so that the Lords direction, and the power of the Spirit should be a present reality to the one so speaking. If not, he simply individualises himself, and acts as if he were at a believers meeting instead of in the assembly of the living God. You might be enjoying every bit of Romans 8 up to the very door of the meeting room, and then have to drop it (many carry it in and spoil the meeting). Why? Because Romans 8 is individual. It is quite true that those who are there are individuals, but they are not there as individuals, but in the truth of the one body of which Christ is Head. Many estimable christians do not hold the Head. This was the Colossian snare. They were in danger of being taken with rationalism and ritualism, 

    that is, that mans mind and body could contribute to Christs service. But the apostle tells them that in Christ dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and that ye are complete in him, Colossians 2: 10, so that they needed no addition; and that if you are holding the Head there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but Christ is all (or, Christ everything) and in all, Colossians 3: 11. The evil at Corinth was laxity; at Galatia, legalism. For the latter he travailed in birth until Christ was formed in them - and that could never be by law, but by the Spirit. There is no such thing as transforming Ishmael into Isaac; the flesh cannot be improved. At Corinth it was mans wisdom; at Galatia, mans religion; at Colosse it is a combination of the two; and the truth to counteract this is brought in: (1) Ye are complete in him, and (2) He is everything, and in all. You see now that when you have to do with the Head, all distinctions of man are set aside, because the man to whom the distinctions apply is himself gone. National, learned, religious, social - all these distinctions, which are so tenaciously held by men as such, are set aside, because you are in that circle where Christ (not man) is everything; and He is in all. 

  
    1 KINGS - CHAPTER 6 (JND 36)

    1 Kings 6

     1. I have no doubt at all that this applies to their being settled in the land. The Judges were three hundred and ninety years  rest two hundred and seventy nine, oppressions one hundred and eleven years  Samuel, up to Mizpeh, twelve  402 years; Saul forty, David forty  482, not taking into account overlapping of years of judges or reigns. Samson and the Philistines must not be counted apart, nor Eli; they were in the time of the oppression of the Philistines. 

  
    THE CHERUBIM OF GLORY (JT 2)

    Genesis 3:24; Exodus 25:17 - 22; Leviticus 16:14 - 15; 2 Chronicles 3:10 - 13; 1 Kings 6: 23 - 35; Isaiah 6: 1 - 8

    The cherubim represent the government of God. Placed in Eden, their service was of a negative character: they kept the way of the tree of life. Adam having sinned, his race is barred for ever from the tree of life. None could elude the flaming sword which turned every way. Death precluded all possibility of man in the flesh having part in the tree of life. God allowed the race to perpetuate itself; but death lay upon all, for all had sinned. The government of God is inexorable. All this marked the dealings of God with man in Old Testament times. God bore with men, but His judgment was there, and life was an impossibility for the children of Adam. 

    The coming of Christ changed the situation. The position of the cherubim was altered. Christ is in view in Exodus 25. The flaming sword has disappeared, and the faces of the cherubim are toward the mercy seat  Christ. Alluding in the New Testament to Exodus 25, the Holy Spirit says, The cherubim of glory; in this expression we may perceive the divine thought in the cherubim. Their presence and attitude in the tabernacle involved, typically, the affections of the Father. Glory has reference to Gods nature, and this shone out when the Son became Man. Gods face was toward Him in infinite complacency. The opening of the gospels abound with touches of this. At the Lords birth all heaven was astir, the delight of the angels at Bethlehem, Luke 2, but reflecting the heart of the Father above. Here there is no sword. The first man had sinned, and hence the cherubim and flaming sword guarded the tree of life from his approach but the second Man has now appeared, and judgment applies not to Him. Instead of this we have, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. Luke 2:14. 

    Becoming incarnate, the Lord took the place of outward weakness, but the Fathers tender, protecting care was there. The outstretched wings of the cherubim pointed to this. The cherubim shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings. Exodus 25:20. Herod would slay Christ, but God directed Joseph to take the young Child and His mother and flee into Egypt. Becoming Man, the Lord was the Ark of the testimony and the mercy seat; every divine thought should be made good in Him, and the Fathers protecting wing overshadowed Him. 

    In this blessed One God meets men and speaks to men: There I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat. Exodus 25:22. Wonderful meeting place between God and man! God has appointed the meeting place, and this is in Christ. All hinges on the Person  He is divine; but, nevertheless, the lowliest and most approachable of all that ever trod the earth. The sinner has nothing to fear in Him. Elihu says to Job, My terror shall not make thee afraid. Job 33:7. The divinely appointed meeting place is in a Man  in One whose character disarms us of all fear and want of confidence. 

    In Christ God also speaks to men. This is my beloved Son, hear him. Luke 9:35. Through Him every divine communication comes to us. The mercy seat was the lid of the ark; below it was the testimony; there was that there which spoke of the affections of Christ. What a Treasure in the eye of the Father! Hence the attitude of the cherubim. 

    In Leviticus 16 Christ is set forth from our side; in Exodus 25 He is on Gods side. In Leviticus 16 He is approaching God in accomplishing the great work of atonement. He is meeting God representatively; and in the sacrifice of Himself He has laid the immutable basis for the gospel. On the ground of what this chapter sets forth the believer is in all the favour indicated in the cherubim in Exodus 25. Instead of the flaming sword keeping us from the tree of life, we are the companions of Him who is in His own Person the resurrection and the life. Aaron was to wash his flesh in water and to clothe himself with a linen coat, breeches, girdle and mitre when he entered the holiest. The linen clothing speaks of the infinite personal holiness of Christ. The sweet incense placed on the coals from the altar is the moral fragrance of Christ, which death itself only brought out more perfectly, and thus it covered the mercy seat. It ascended to Gods unspeakable pleasure. Such an One, who is thus shown to be in every way acceptable to God, is Himself the sacrifice whose blood is sprinkled upon the mercy seat, And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times, Leviticus 16:14. Thus there was the perfect testimony that the man that sinned, the man from whom the tree of life was guarded by the cherubim, is removed to Gods glory in the death of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    God thus glorified through the death of Christ is known in His house. In 2 Chronicles 3 the attitude of the cherubim is again changed. Their position here is different from that in which they were seen even in the tabernacle. They stood on their feet, and their faces were inward. 2 Chronicles 3:13. Inward means that they looked toward the house (as the margin reads), or holy place, instead of toward the mercy seat. Applying this to the present time, we see the wonderful spectacle of God looking out toward humanity in blessing. This is really the situation, 

    beloved friends. Gods face is toward man in favour. As in Exodus 25 the cherubim had no sword, so here the sword could have no reference to Christ personally, and now that His death for us has taken place, it has no reference to us. The cherubim are on their feet looking out. It is the attitude of God at the present time. And what a long look-out God has! It extends to the utmost bounds of humanity. The least movement in the heart of man toward Him is taken notice of. See how the Father observed the prodigal! When he was yet a great way off, his father saw him ... and ran Luke 15:20. Happy it is for the sinner when he thinks of God as the prodigal did of his father. He becomes an object of interest in heaven. Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth. Luke 15:7. It is a greater thing to be distinguished in heaven than on earth; and we are distinguished there when we repent. God observes us, for He is looking out. But the gospel goes beyond the type, for it presents God not only as looking out toward men, but as running out to meet them when returning to Him. 

    But if God runs out to meet men it is to bring them into His house. The prodigal was clothed and made in every way suitable to Gods abode, and then brought into it. 1 Kings 6 shows that God would surround Himself in His dwelling place with men. There were chambers round about the temple. We see this also in Luke 14:23 Compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. The gospel accords to the believer the place of a son; and sonship gives title to the house  the son abides in the house for ever. 

    But in seeking to set before you the full blessing of the gospel, I cannot refrain from saying a word as to the responsibility involved in being in the house of God at the present time. This is why I read 1 Kings 6:23 - 35. You will observe that cherubim were carved upon the walls and doors of the temple, besides being in the oracle. On entering the threshold of the house you are reminded that Gods holy government prevails there; and within, you are reminded everywhere you look of the same thing. Knowing God and yourself, you rejoice in this, for you are assured that what the cherubim represent is the only guarantee for the continuance of the blessing into which you have been introduced. The holy rule of God shall mark His house even throughout eternity, but it is evident that it is of special importance in the circumstances in which the house is found now. 

    I add a word as to the seraphim, Isaiah 6. It seems to me that while they maintain the holiness of Him who sits upon the throne they are, at the same time, the executors of His grace. In the presence of the Lord on His throne, Isaiah is convicted of his uncleanness Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips. Isaiah 6:5. What an opportunity for grace! and the seraph embraces it. With a live coal from the altar he flies to the relief of the prophet. It is a ministry of grace - He laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. Isaiah 6:7. The ministry that maintains the holiness of God is the same that cleanses us. The seraphim represent this. But the agency that cleanses men now in accordance with the holiness of God is that which shall judge the wicked in the future, so as to vindicate the holy character of God. The seraphim are the executors of the grace of God; the cherubim, of His government. May we understand both! 

    Pages 381 to 494, David  A type of Christ as King and Head, Indianapolis, 1909 (Volume 9) 

  
    THE FATHERS HOUSE (JT 2)

    John 14:1-14; 1 Kings 6:5,6; 1 Kings 6:31-38; 1 Kings 7:1-8

    JTI had in mind to suggest 1 Kings as foreshadowing the greatness and grandeur of the millennial state of things; but I felt that if we were occupied exclusively with that we should miss that which is more immediately connected with ourselves; that is to say, with the saints of the present moment; and therefore I felt it was but right that we should make the connection with the gospel of John. The way in which the Fathers house is spoken of there seems to connect it with the saints viewed in relation to God, either as sons or as children. The point in John is the family. 

    RSSThe way the house is spoken of in the New Testament. 

    JTYes; the Spirit of God speaks of the house in that connection. As Gods house it is a place of interest to His family. In chapter 8 we get the fact that the Son abides in the house for ever; and in chapter 14 the Fathers house is mentioned, and there is to be a place in it for the disciples. So that I think the house, as seen in the gospel of John, is the place for the saints viewed as the family of God, and as such it is foreshadowed in 1 Kings. Therefore you have the chambers, and the veil is not presented in the description of the house. The oracle is separated from the holy place by doors which can be thrown open  folding doors, indeed. 

    RSSWhat is indicated by the fact that they were folding? 

    JTI suppose the idea is that God can throw all into one, so that the whole scene can be in touch with God. 

    RSSDid these folding doors take the place of the veil? 

    JTThere was a veil, according to the account given in Chronicles, but it is not spoken of in the description given here; and inasmuch as other houses are presented in 1 Kings, to show the greatness and grandeur of Solomons position, one would conclude that it is the heavenly system of things rather than the earthly that is in view; and then you have the whole scene  heavenly and earthly  thrown together, and Gods dwelling-place the centre of all. But then there are other houses, such as the house of the forest of Lebanon, Solomons house, and the house built for Pharaohs daughter, all of which would show the greatness of Christ and the different places of abode that He will have. 

    PRMWould you tell us what is, in your mind, the difference between Chronicles and Kings? 

    JTI think Chronicles deals with the house of David, and Christ reigning on Davids throne. The veil and the altar are more prominent there than in Kings; so that you would conclude it is more a question of approach where there is distance; whereas in Kings I think you have the sphere of the love of God and the peculiar places that the Lord Jesus will have personally, places that He reserves, as it were, for Himself, such as His own house. We do not get the interior of it, nor do we get the description of the interior of the house built for Pharaohs daughter, nor of the other houses; simply the fact that they existed as built by Solomon is stated. 

    RSSWould that indicate that they were more private in character? 

    JTYes; and it would set forth the greatness of Christ that He has those houses. What is so precious to my mind is that the immediate abode of God, the inner shrine, could be immediately connected with the outer, so that all becomes pervaded by what God is. 

    QuesDo you understand that the holy place was divided from the most holy both with doors and with veil? 

    JTEvidently; but the Spirit has a different thought in Kings from what He has in Chronicles, as we have been saying. In Kings there is a more direct bearing upon ourselves, because it shows the house of God as having abiding places, whereas you do not get these in Chronicles; you get other thoughts in Chronicles. The chambers are doubtless what the Lord alludes to in John 14. 

    JPIn regard to the expression many abodes, (John 14:2) I was thinking just now of the language of the apostle in Ephesians 3:15, of whom every family in the heavens and the earth is named. 

    QuesWhat would you say was the distinction between the Fathers house and the house of God? 

    JTThe house of God is spoken of in Luke, and it is connected with the gospel. In the epistles it is brought in more largely in connection with divine order. In Luke the house is seen as a place of privilege; in chapter 14 God would have it filled, and in chapter 15 you get something of what goes on inside, but you do not get the family exactly. Whereas in the epistles the house is connected with divine order, that which is according to God. But in John it is the place for those who are in family relationship with God. In John 1:12 we get, as many as received him, to them gave he the right to become children of God. You feel that Gods house is the place for the children. 

    FLThe Lords first words in resurrection were, go to my brethren and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father John 20:17. 

    JTIt is a question of relationship. It is not a question in John of meeting mans need, nor of man approaching God. It is a question more of man being in family relationship with God. Therefore it presents what is, in a sense, the greatest thing for us. 

    RSSWould you make clear to us what is in your mind in regard to the Fathers house? There are two thoughts in my mind in connection with the Fathers house; one is that it is a place of intimacy and retirement and nearness to God; the other is that it includes the whole universe and every family in heaven and earth. 

    JTYes. No doubt the temple of Solomon taken in its largest aspect, including the court, gives us some idea of the scene that will be influenced by God and in which, in a sense, He dwells; but you cannot fail to see that the holy place and the holiest of all suggest greater nearness, and there only the chambers were: they were apparently connected with the holy place and the holiest of all. 

    RSSThese chambers would correspond with the abodes; John 14:2. 

    JTAnd then all could be thrown together. The idea presented is, of God being in touch with the whole scene, all distance gone, rather than man approaching Him. 

    RSSWherein do the tabernacle and the temple differ in regard to what you are speaking of now? 

    JTThe tabernacle was connected with the wilderness only, and was moveable. It suggested also rather that God was hidden. What we see in the tabernacle is the way in which God would be approached, so that you get both the brazen altar and the golden altar and the mercy-seat. All these things have reference, on the one hand, to the means by which God puts Himself in relation to man and the whole universe in righteousness; and, on the other, to the mode of mans approach to Him. But when you come to the temple you have a fixed abode, a settled dwelling-place for ever. The tabernacle did not suggest a place of affection: God, in the infinite majesty of His holy nature, was, in type, entering into relationship with a redeemed world. But the house, as seen in 1 Kings, was a settled dwelling-place, a place of affection. 

    WHFThe temple is in the land. 

    HASCould you say anything about the Fathers house in the present day? 

    JTI would not say that the Fathers house is a present thing exactly. In character it is; but I think that, in the light in which John 14 presents it, it is future. 

    PRMIt is not yet brought into evidence, but I think we have had the enjoyment of it today. In the light of Ephesians it has reference to the great scheme of blessing which God will inaugurate in a future day. 

    JTIf we are enabled to see the peculiar place which we shall have in that day as the family of God, we may perhaps review the outward surroundings of the abode of God. And these outward surroundings, I think, are all brought in in Kings to enhance our apprehension of the glory of Christ as in connection with the millennial order of things. He has an abode among the Gentiles. He has an abode of His own in Jerusalem, and then He has a special place for the assembly viewed as His bride. The house of the forest of Lebanon is the place that He will have among the Gentiles. I think it does us good to have a look into the future in that way. 

    HPWhat is the difference between this and what we get in the end of Ezekiel? 

    JTEzekiel presents the house as a source of blessing: the river flows out from beneath the altar. The great point in Ezekiel is life. But Kings presents to us the grandeur of the coming age in its heavenly and earthly aspects; and we are entitled to introduce ourselves into it, inasmuch as the Fathers house is there; but then we have also an abode for the assembly viewed as the bride of Christ. But the Spirit of God brings before us the interior of the dwelling-place of the Father. 

    QuesHave you any thought with regard to the cherubim? 

    JTI think the idea is that they protect the ark. One is struck with the number of the cherubim; they not only appear inside as protecting the ark, but they are in the doors and they are all around the walls of the house. 

    RSSDo they set forth the government of God? 

    JTThat is a great thing to learn in the house. Everywhere you look there is an indication of Gods governmental authority. 

    QuesWould you say that there is that thought connected with the Fathers house? 

    JTI think the idea of rule must ever be found where God dwells. I have no doubt that the cherubim ever refer to the rule of God. 

    RemThere should be the sense of sonship, but also that of rule. 

    JTYes; as knowing God, we should never think of eliminating His rule from His dwelling-place. Gods will is supreme rule, though there are no opposing elements in the heavens. Everything is regulated by the will of God, and there is full response to it. 

    PRMThere are the commandments If ye love me, keep my commandments. John 14:15. 

    RemThese who form the house of God are great gainers by knowing these things. 

    JTEverything, the palm trees, etc., has its own meaning. I suppose the palm means victory. The flowers are not fully in bloom, but they are there. 

    QuesWould you say that our capacity for present enjoyment depends on what you get in John 13? 

    JTI think that in order to enjoy the home you have to be formed after the parents. 

    PRMCertainly. Do you refer that to John 13? 

    JTYes, because the saints were to be formed after what was set forth in Christ. 

    PRMI suppose one great thought connected with it is that there is intimacy there; the Lord Jesus bringing the saints into intimacy for the enjoyment of what is within; so that intimacy would be connected with what He brings them into. 

    JTI have no doubt that a child is properly formed by the love of its parents, and then it is set in relation to the other children of the house. And all that is good is formed by the parent. The house is thrown open to the children. John 14 is for the family. In Luke the house is connected with men; they are to be brought into the house, not simply as Gods sons, but as men. 

    RSSSo that Luke presents one of the two aspects that I was speaking of a little while ago. 

    QuesAre all in the Fathers house in the good of sonship? 

    JTI think so; they are all sons; if not, they will not remain in it. Compare John 8:35. 

    CMI wonder how you connect sonship with the different families? 

    JTI believe that all in the future are set in relation to God in sonship  in principle, at least. 

    PRMAll are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection, Luke 20:36. 

    JTI think that Ephesians speaks of sonship as having reference to the assembly; there you get the peculiar place and privilege of the assembly  of the saints that form it. 

    PRMI go to prepare a place for you. John 14:2. That is a distinct thought, is it not? 

    JTAs those who share the rejection of Christ, we shall have a special place in the house. 

    QuesIs not the church His only interest on earth now? 

    JTYes, at the present moment. He came to confirm the promises made to the fathers, Romans 15:8; but that is in abeyance for the moment. Some of us lately have been dwelling on Genesis 46. Jacob is there seen at Beersheba, going down to Joseph. God appeared to him as the God of his father; not as the God of Abraham, but as the God of his father Isaac. God assured him that, although the promises were to be in abeyance for the moment, they were all secured in Christ risen. 

    RSSSo that Abraham is not in view. Only Isaac, who sets forth Christ in resurrection. 

    JTBut when God speaks to Moses in the wilderness, He says, I am the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob Exodus 3:6; and then He says, my name is Jehovah; that was the sign that now He was undertaking to fulfil the promises; therefore He goes back to Abraham, and tells the new name which indicated His faithfulness. Christ came to effectuate all the promises made to the fathers, but on the ground of His rejection the promises are in abeyance; and the assembly is brought out. 

    CHBWould you expect to see the palm trees and the flowers now? 

    JTI think so. All these things are found here at the present time in the house. The cherubim certainly are found always where God dwells. 

    QuesWhat is the fatness of Gods house? 

    PRMIt has to be tasted to be known. 

    JTIn the Psalms we can see it was David who apprehended the blessedness of the house of God. He had a wonderful appreciation of it as a place of blessing. 

    You have to get the grouping of things in Kings. In order to see what the Spirit has in view, you have to see the whole range of things together, and I think that the future heavenly and earthly glories of Christ risen are foreshadowed in the description given in 1 Kings; that is, all these things will be seen together. 

    The effect upon ourselves of seeing them would be to divert us from the present course of things in this world. 

    FLI think that David personally helps us a little to understand how he felt in regard to the house of God. That is, in his day there was an intense appreciation of it, and there was the preparation of the material; and then, if we turn to the Psalms, we find that in heart and spirit he was in the full enjoyment of the house; he was in it, although the house itself was not actually built. 

    JTYes, the Psalms help us greatly in the apprehension of the house, for they show that David had a great desire to have a house for the Lord, and then he had a great appreciation of it as a place for himself as well 

    QuesDoes the house give you the idea of a dwelling? 

    JTThe great central feature of the universe is Gods dwelling place. But then there are the surrounding houses; they are secondary, we may say, in a sense, but they enhance the house of God and they enhance the glory of Christ. 

    QuesWhen the eternal state is in view in the Revelation, how is it that it is the tabernacle that is spoken of? 

    JTI have thought that the tabernacle of God there refers to the fact that God shall have ultimately secured the thought He set forth in the wilderness, and it is now permanently with men. But I think that 1 Kings presents to us the importance of the Fathers house, and then the surrounding scenes of grandeur and glory that the Lord Jesus has in these other places; He will not be limited in that day. His place may be very limited among His people at the present time, but in that day things will not be limited. 

    FLI rather think that in the Revelation more is made of the glorious nature of the fact that the habitation with men is finally reached, than of the glory of the house. It would seem that the delight of God was with men before the earth was formed, and then, when the eternal state is brought into view, it is the greatness of the fact that He dwells with them. 

    JTThe Word became flesh and tabernacled among us. That tabernacle has disappeared from view, but in future the tabernacle of God is with men. 

    HPThe distinction between the houses remains in the eternal state. 

    JTI think not. I think they refer to the millennial state of things. They appear as enhancing the glory of Christ showing, in one respect, what He shall have as having been rejected here. 

    RemIn the eternal state there is nothing to interfere. 

    JTI think that what comes out in Kings is the vastness of the scheme. Solomon really sets forth Christ in resurrection, and what is evolved out of that is a scene of vastness and grandeur. Building was a great feature of Solomons reign. See 1 Kings 9:15 - 19. Divine building is on the ground of resurrection. 

    FLThe opening flowers, etc., speak of resurrection. Compare Aarons rod that budded. 

    PRMThe thought of the porch seems to be a place of judgment: Solomons throne of judgment was there. In John 10 the Lord walked in Solomons porch. The summer had not come with the opening of the flowers. He walked in Solomons porch as coming in judgment and discrimination. The opening flowers were not on the walls, nor the palm trees. It is remarkable that the house which Solomon built for his bride was after the pattern of the porch where the throne of judgment was. Does it not show that the public place the bride will have will be unchallengeable? 

    JTAs answering to the place of judgment? 

    PRMYes. Christ was made sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. I thought that the place of the bride will be unchallengeable, because it will be in accordance with the place of judgment. 

    JTYes, I think that in another sense the saints are in accord with Christ. The throne was not in the house of the daughter of Pharaoh, but her house was in accord with the place where the throne was. Therefore you will expect that the saints will be in accord with the judgment rendered by the throne. 

    RSSWould it not also be connected with the thought that administration will be connected with the heavenly city? 

    PRMYes, and that will be the bride. 

    JTDoes it not say that the saints shall judge angels? Saints ought to be able to settle things amongst themselves. There is nothing indicates weakness among the saints more than the inability to adjust local differences. When you think of the place that we shall occupy in this scene of grandeur and glory as formed by the Spirit, you feel how immense the discrepancy is between this and a company of saints now who are unable to adjust local differences. 

    PRMAll these little things are the education for them. 

    JTThe very things that arise among us afford us an opportunity to judge according to God. 

    PRMNot according to business capacity. 

    JTTo act for God according to God, and I have no doubt that the cherubim in the house speak of this. Saints should judge of things and adjust things in a divine way. 

    PRMI think it would be of great profit to us to see that the truth of the dwelling place of the bride was dependent upon the knowledge of the porch as the place of judgment. It is no good talking about the privileges of the bride if we have not learnt the practical side of administration; first in self-judgment, and then the ability to administrate divinely; laying aside mere human ability, and bringing in God. 

    JTIn connection with what we have passed through lately, it would seem that a great many saints were unable to judge as to a simple matter in the house of God. If we were formed after Christ, we should have no difficulty in distinguishing between right and wrong. 

    JPThat is Isaiah 7. The Child ate butter and honey, so that He might know how to refuse the evil and choose the good. And further down in the chapter, those left in the land lived on butter and honey; they are formed after Christ, and so they have ability to refuse the evil and choose the good. 

    HPHow about the expression, I go to prepare a place for you? John 14:2. 

    PRMThe preparation of that place is inaugurated by His returning to the Father as Man. 

    JTAnd it was to be for you; for those who had shared His afflictions here. 

    FLI suppose, looked at from a different standpoint, it is whither the forerunner is for us entered. Hebrews 6:20. 

    JTIt is the same thing in principle, because if there is a Forerunner there are after-runners. 

    RSSIs there not then the other thought, in regard to our preparation for that place? Would you not think that chapter 13 suggested something as to that? 

    PRMYes, that must precede it. 

    RSSIt is very important and practical, that we should be prepared for the place. 

    JTHe really left a family here of the kind that would be admitted there. He was forming the disciples after Himself, after the pattern of divine love. 

    RSSIn connection with the new commandment? 

    JTNormally the children in a family are formed by the affections of the parents, and are set in relation to each other. I think the Lord may be taken as the One in whom the love is manifested in chapter 13, and the disciples were to be formed after that so as to be suitable to the abode of the Father. 

    FLForming a new generation for the house. 

    JPBut it all had its spring in the Fathers love; Christ had loved them as the Father had loved Him, and now they were to love each other as He had loved them. 

    FLI suppose the wood is significant here  the olive, fir tree, cedar, etc. 

    JTI should be glad if you would give us some light about it. 

    FLI thought that the cedar suggested glory, the olive suggests the Spirit, the fir tree suggests perpetuity. 

    RSSThe Spirit pervades what was there. Would the beginning of John 13 suggest anything in connection with the Fathers house? If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. John 13:8. 

    PRMIt was the preparation for it by the removal of what was unsuitable, so that we might enter on that scene according to God. 

    RSSThat is a practical thing now, is it not? 

    PRMTo which we are all contributory. 

    RSSThe Lord washed the disciples feet, and we ought to give the same service one to another. Christ does the feet washing, not immediately now, but mediately. 

    JTHe does it as knowing that He was departing out of the world to the Father. 

    RSSI wish you would enlarge your thought of intimacy. 

    PRMThe standard for many a Christian is that he has a good conscience  nothing between him and the Lord. But the standard of Christianity is not a clean book; you do not keep a debtor and creditor account; that is not Christianity, but Judaism. The thought of John 13 is that we might walk in intimacy with the Lord; intimacy in the midst of a scene of confusion. 

    QuesWhat was the end He had in view in introducing it here? 

    JTI suppose it would be to confirm and encourage the disciples in view of their place in connection with the testimony during His absence. I think in this part of the gospel of John He has the position before Him that they should have in connection with the testimony when He was absent. 

    RSSI suppose He had in view what we get in chapter 20  association. 

    JTI think the Lord here is really preparing them for the place of witness during His absence; that their hearts should not be troubled, and then He goes on to speak of going to prepare a place for them, and would come again for them. All this would be a stay to their hearts, in the place of testimony, while He was away. I think every man standing for Christ should maintain in his soul the place that he has in Christs heart up there. He says, Believe in me, and then He goes on to say what He would do for them. 

    RemSo there is enough encouragement for us as long as we are here in this scene. All this, the Fathers house, etc., is future, yet, by the power of the Spirit, we touch it now. 

  
    THE SPIRIT OF THIS DISPENSATION (2) (JT 9)

    1 Kings 6; 1 Kings 7:1 - 12

    RSSDo you look at the earlier part of Kings as illustrative of the period through which we are going, the period of the assembly? 

    JTYes. Chronicles speaks rather of Christs resumption of his relations with Israel, and the establishment of the promises. 1 Kings is Christianity, as we speak, and then the continuance of the spirit of the dispensation, so that, whilst we have a judgment about things, we do not execute it. Penalty is not meted out for sin yet. The character of the dispensation is maintained. Here judgment is not executed on the offenders mentioned until David dies. 

    RSSWhich indicates the close of the dispensation. So Gods dealings with His people and also with the world, are not of a punitive character, but rather chastisement of His people. Does this apply to the world also? 

    JTThe same holds good as to the world. The dispensation has not altered. The Lord said to the disciples in Luke 24 that they were to preach repentance and remission of sins to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. That is to say, Luke presents grace, and therefore the preaching would begin at the wickedest spot, and that principle remains. It is still the reign of grace, and that of course is not limited to Christians. It is toward all men, so that Gods dealings with men are on this principle. 

    RSSGod is not punishing the nations now, He is allowing them to punish one another. 

    JTAnd it becomes a chastisement and a voice from God, so that men should turn to Him, and there are many turning to Him. 

    WCRYou said God was reluctant to throw them off. 

    JTYes, and we should be in accord with that. 

    GATIn what way do you mean that God is not punishing the nations now, but allowing them to punish one another? 

    RSSIt was just pointed out that Gods attitude is one of grace toward all men; repentance and remission of sins are preached; also, God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences, 2 Corinthians 5:19. God is allowing the nations to chasten each other. 

    WCRWe have to be careful not to have national feeling. We often wish, perhaps, that some of the nations might be punished more severely than others. We become national in our thoughts, favouring the nations we spring from. 

    MLHWould you say a word about the grace of God restraining the nations, which it seems not to be doing at this moment? We are under the reign of grace, and it is not restraining the nations from injuring each other. 

    JTThe grace of God is restraining now, but God allows the principles that are at work to disclose themselves. Of course I am not overlooking the government of God. It still remains, and Whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap (Galatians 6:7) applies to nations as much as to individuals. Hence it is remarkable that those nations that have not valued the light have suffered most. The government of God is always true to its own principles. I believe there is a voice for the human race at the present time. 

    RSSThen the state of things that exists at the present moment is really through the utter disregard of the principles of Christianity. Take almost the very simplest one, in the Lords words to Peter. all who take the sword shall perish by the sword, Matthew 26:52. That is what the Christian nations of the earth largely have done, and what is happening to them? Many say Christianity has failed. That is not true. Men have failed to maintain the principles of Christianity. The difficulty is with men, not with Christianity. 

    JTThey have not applied its principles. It is a very remarkable thing that a voice has gone out that Christianity is a failure, whereas it is not a failure. If you get one answering to it, it is a triumph. If one, why not many? 

    WBThe principle on which God is working, is what we get in Job 33. When a man gets to the extremity and is in the face of death, then God speaks to him; a messenger is sent to him. 

    GWWIs there not another thing? Men have been utterly impatient of all control on Gods part. They desired to go without the control of God and have listened to the suggestions Satan has made to them through the world, and found them pleasant, and God is letting them have a full taste of what is the power that lies behind the world, the power of Satan, working out in hatred and violence in men. Man is getting a taste of what the power really is, that he has been trifling with all his days. 

    JTAnd another thing is that God is allowing the world to weaken itself. 

    GWWOne is struck with that. I came across a remark of Mr. Ravens, that in the ways of God, He would allow the world to wear itself out. 

    JTIt is in our favour that the power of the world is weakened. 

    WB-tDoes not the thought of grace carry with it exposure, not for condemnation but for mercy? 

    JTYes, and it teaches us, that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things, Titus 2:12. How important it is that whilst we maintain separation, we hold a right spirit, we maintain the spirit suitable to the dispensation. One feels Satan is endeavouring, inasmuch as the character of the dispensation has been revived, to nullify it in us. 

    RSSThe military spirit is seen in Peter when he took the sword and cut off the ear of the high priests servant. It was fleshly activity. 

    JTFollowing on that he denied the Lord. 

    MLHWill you speak a word in regard to the Lords direction to His disciples to take the sword? He that has none, let him sell his garment, and buy a sword, Luke 22:36. 

    JTIt has to be read in the spirit of things rather than in the letter. They say, here are two swords, Luke 22:38. That was enough. They did not seize the thought. It was a moment like Jacobs trial, between the time of the Lords apprehension and His resurrection. They were left exposed and they would not only need a sword, but a purse. It was to emphasise in their minds the exposure that was coming on until the Lord rejoined them. He did rejoin them we may say, from heaven, and so I think it would be well if we could see the heavenly side of things in this book, because it is that. It is not like Chronicles, the resumption of things on earth, which, in a way, the second of Acts suggests. The second of Acts is not the full Christian position. It is more like Chronicles; that is, there was a public vindication of the disciples there, and of Christ. The Spirit came publicly and sat upon them. It was Gods vindication of Christ and of the disciples. And having come, He says, He (the Spirit) will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment (John 16:8) the demonstration was something public; but you do not get that exactly in Kings. It is more the heavenly side. 

    MLHI would like to ask for your thought in regard to the greatness of man, which is now being brought out in a special manner, tending to remove the thought of dependence upon God. I was thinking of the Titanic; they said it was unsinkable. Man has entirely got beyond the place of dependence. 

    JTThat is a fact, and it all goes with what is of antichrist, and so it is for us to set forth in a practical way the true order of man, the new man. The shittim wood in the wilderness represents this. It is what you are in the presence of men. You can sustain what is of God in the presence of contrariety. You are content to be nothing. Paul said the apostles were become as [the] offscouring of the world, [the] refuse of all, until now (1 Corinthians 4:13); but, although that, he maintained sedulously every right of Christ, every item of Gods testimony. That is the kind of man he was. He is the representative man in Christianity. Before men it is the shittim wood, but then he says, I know a man in Christ, 2 Corinthians 12:2. That is another idea, it is not a question of maintaining things, but of dignity and glory. So it is the man in Christ with whom we have to deal in these chapters, thus the cedar is the prominent feature. It is in the consciousness of being the cedar that one can be little in the world. 

    HGI was thinking of the cedar and shittim wood in regard to Hebrews 10, whether being entitled to go into the holiest indicates your dignity with God, and then you are prepared to go outside the camp. As regards things here, you are prepared to be small. 

    JTIt is, inside the veil, outside the camp. The littleness that one can accept outside is really in proportion to his apprehension of his dignity inside. That is to say, the cedar inside is reflected in the shittim wood outside, but the shittim wood, whilst little, is morally great, and that is what is needed outside. 

    GWWWhy do you say the shittim wood is outside? 

    JTWhat I mean is that the wilderness position is before men. The tabernacle in the wilderness represents typically what is before men. It was comparatively small, outwardly, but what was inside was great. Of course there was that in the tabernacle which was not visible outside. I am speaking of the woods in a general way. 

    WB-tIs your thought that the shittim wood sets forth Christ in us, and the cedar we in Christ? 

    JTI would say more, I know a man in Christ, 2 Corinthians 12:2. 

    QuesWhy does he say fourteen years ago? 

    JTBecause it was so very special. Of course we, as Christians, are all men in Christ. We are in Christ, every Christian really, but to know a man in Christ is the great point. Paul speaks of it in that way. I know such a man, he says, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven, 2 Corinthians 12:2. We should be exercised so as to be able to speak like that in some way. It was an extraordinary experience that Paul referred to, one that would scarcely be accorded to all men in Christ, but it was an experience that a man in Christ had; not an apostle, but a man in Christ. 

    JSWould you say that was a psalm which Paul had matured for fourteen years? 

    JTThat is a very good suggestion. 

    RSSIt was an experience he had gone through fourteen years before. 

    JTAnd he had kept it all that time. 

    RSSProbably he kept it to himself, too! 

    LMNone of the sweetness of it had been lost. 

    HGYou say all Christians are in Christ as a matter of light. Do you distinguish between [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1) for example, and the man in Christ in Corinthians? I thought that in Romans it was a transference from Adam to Christ merely, but when you come to Corinthians there was a subjective work, so that man was really built up in Christ. 

    JTYes; in Corinthians it says: If any one [be] in Christ [there is] a new creation, the old things have passed away (2 Corinthians 5:17); but you notice in Romans 8 it is, There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. It is not, to you that are in Christ Jesus, but to those in Christ Jesus; whoever they may be. It is abstract in that way. They are removed from condemnation; then he goes on to expound, that Christ coming in the likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us (there, it is not in those but in us) who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. He shows how the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled, but it does not say in us and stop, but in us who do not walk according to flesh, but according to Spirit, Romans 8:4. A man in Christ refers to a state wholly outside our responsible or wilderness life. 

    WBThere are three materials spoken of in this chapter. One is stone, another cedar, and the third gold. These are each very prominent in connection with the house. 

    JTI think what you suggested a moment ago, ought to be dwelt on a little, namely, what Hiram represents, because it is a question of the supply of what is needed. We want to get to the heavenly position. The revival of the truth is to that end. It is not only that it is a dispensation of grace, but it is a dispensation marked by what is heavenly. Hence the supply that is needed is men in Christ. 

    GWWWhat is at issue at the present moment is that the Spirit is raising a witness as to the greatness of what is heavenly, and Satan at once comes in, with other tremendous influences, in order that he might nullify the Spirits witness in the souls of Gods people. Therefore he seeks to introduce what would be destructive of the heavenly position, by means of socialism, nationalism, military prowess, and all that sort of thing, that he might fight against the re-establishment of the heavenly position in our souls. 

    JTSo you need to have the idea of a man in Christ. 

    APPauls name means little one but that is not mentioned of a man in Christ. 

    JTThat stated his position outwardly, he was little. I have no doubt the reference to the name in Ephesians is to call attention to that: I, Paul, but a man in Christ is not little. He is great. Of such [a one] I will boast, but of myself (that is to say, what he was here in the presence of men) I will not boast, unless in my weaknesses, 2 Corinthians 12:5. He maintained his outward smallness. 

    GATIf a young convert were to ask what you mean by a man in Christ, how would you explain? 

    JTIt is a question, as our brother remarked a moment ago, of mental transference. It must be through the mind, because the mind is a sort of eye through which you receive light. You see, you are no longer regarded as in Adam, you are in Christ. It is a matter of light. But then there is the work of God, which corresponds with this. If any one [be] in Christ [there is] a new creation, 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

    WB-tIs there any suggestion of it in Hiram? 

    JTAny one who loves Christ and the saints has the Spirit, and so is in Christ. As regards how you arrive at it, it is through the mind. One has to receive light as to Gods pleasure about him. It is a matter of what God has effected, but there is the Spirit, and the proof of the possession of the Spirit is, that you love Christ, and, to make it simpler still, the proof that you love Christ is, that you love His people. This is the subjective evidence that you are in Christ. 

    WB-tI was thinking as to Hiram, that he always loved David (1 Kings 5:1) in the first place, and in the next place, he recognised that God had raised up Davids son as king over this great people, and thirdly he provided material suitable for the house which Solomon purposed to build. I was wondering if there was any suggestion in Hiram of a man in Christ. 

    JTI think there is. He loved David. 

    QuesIs it really 1 Corinthians 13 apart from love I am nothing? 

    JTQuite so. Apart from love there is no evidence of cedar, and you are utterly useless for the building. 

    GATIf I want to prove to myself that I am a man in Christ I can know it by the fact that I love Him and His people. If I have not respect or affection for Gods people there is no proof that I am in Christ. 

    JTNo, and then you have no supply. These things go together. You know you have the Spirit because you love the Lords people; that being a proof that you love Christ, and hence you have supply, in a measure at least. 

    WB-tIt says in Ezekiel 28, speaking of the king of Tyrus, Thou wast upon the holy mountain of God, Ezekiel 28:14. I was thinking of the view one gets from the mount of God, and of the word Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, Revelation 2:5. There is the idea of falling in Ezekiel in connection with the king of Tyre. 

    JTYes. In 1 Corinthians there is a great deal said about love, and the thirteenth chapter I think is most convicting, in that it shuts everyone out who does not love. I am nothing, 1 Corinthians 13:2. Without love I am nothing. The Lord Jesus was cast away indeed as worthless by men, 1 Peter 2:4. He was nothing in their account; He was no material for them. Turning the thing around, one who has not love is worthless in Gods account; so that love is the great thing, and therefore the importance of the remark, Hiram always loved David, 1 Kings 5:1. Such an one has supplied material for the house. 

    BTFIs the point, that what king Hiram supplied typically was purely Christ, and hence we should supply that as men in Christ? 

    JTThat is the only material that is of use, hence you like to be a man in Christ in your consciousness. It is as men in Christ we are taken account of in connection with the new system. 

    AFMIf one is a man in Christ, is he able to supply all this material? 

    JTHiram did not supply everything, that is quite clear; but what marks him is, that he is a man of supply. 

    RSSThere is another element in connection with being in Christ which is very important. You touched on it a moment ago. If any one [be] in Christ [there is] a new creation, 2 Corinthians 5:17. The enemy cannot touch this. It is to that order of things you would direct our attention now. 

    JTThat is what we want to arrive at, something that is outside the range of the flesh. It is in this way you come to what is heavenly. I believe these chapters present what is heavenly. It is not here, as in Chronicles, that Solomon builded a temple on the site located by David. Davids headship and wisdom are more accentuated in Chronicles. The grace of the dispensation is in evidence in Kings; also, wisdom and all that goes with headship is in Solomon, rather than in David in Kings, so it is Solomons work here. There is nothing said about Davids pattern, or his foundation. It is what Solomon does. That is to say, it is Christ as the heavenly Man, I apprehend, and the order of things He brings us into. 

    HGThe cedar suggests the heavenly. You get the olive here too, so that we have the spiritual as well as the heavenly. They go together in the man in Christ. I was thinking of the Sidonians; none had skill to hew like the Sidonians, and one feels what a mighty hewer Paul was; see, for instance, the first epistle to the Corinthians; how he attacks all that is opposed to what is spiritual and heavenly. They were very earthly, reigning as kings, and very carnal, but at the end he can present in himself, and no doubt in the Corinthians too, men who were in Christ and who were thus contributory of what is heavenly and spiritual. Is that the idea? 

    JTThat is very fine, 2 Corinthians develops the idea of a man in Christ. First, If any one [be] in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17) in the fifth chapter, and then he brings forward himself in the twelfth chapter as the full expression of a man in Christ. We arrive in that way at the idea. We have first the date of the building of the temple, then the dimensions, and then the fact of the chambers, showing the point of view here. It is a dwelling-place that is presented to us. 

    RSSIt is remarkable that these small dwelling-places or chambers are spoken of first. 

    JTI think the fact is suggestive of what is in the mind of the Spirit in the chapter. 

    WBHebrews speaks of the babes being unskilful in the word of righteousness. They do not attain to that, but the man in Christ does, illustrative of the Sidonians. 

    JTQuite so. Paul, as was remarked, was a good hewer. The second letter to the Corinthians develops the idea of a man in Christ. 

    QuesHave you the idea of a man in Christ in 2 Corinthians 12:15: I shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved? 

    JTThat shows the character. He was prepared to spend and to be spent; although not loved, he loved abundantly. 

    LTFWhy were the chambers not fastened to the house? 

    JTThe house was to be intact. It has to be regarded as a separate idea in our souls. Here it is the divine dwelling. It is the Fathers house really. The Lord says, In my Fathers house there are many abodes (John 14:2) but the house has to be apprehended by itself. 

    JLJSay a word as to those three chambers, one five cubits broad, the second six, and the third seven. What is the difference? 

    JTThe third being seven cubits broad refers, I suppose, to heaven. The gradations may be regarded, perhaps, as beginning with that which refers to the nations, and then what refers to Israel, and to ourselves. 

    GWWIn connection with your remark as to the building, in Johns writings, in which he in such a remarkable way unfolds the Fathers house, it is noticeable how often you get the words abide and dwell. 

    JTA point in his writings is that we have heavenly enjoyment now. 

    GWWHence the importance of abiding in Christ or with Him, if we are to be of service in the testimony. 

    WB-tWhy are the cherubim made of olive wood? 

    JTThe olive, I think, refers to what is spiritual. That which is seen is temporal, that which is not seen is eternal, and the things that are not seen are spiritual things. In the tabernacle it was shittim wood, pointing to the durability of things in a scene of contrariety. But the second Man is out of heaven, and all is of a spiritual order now. In Luke it says they were terrified and afraid because they thought they had seen a spirit, and the Lord says, a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having, Luke 24:39. It was not a spirit, it was real humanity that was there in Him. It was important that they should be assured of His humanity; but in John we get what is more in keeping with the olive. In John 20 the point is not exactly that He was a Man, but the order of the humanity in Him. He appeared in the midst, in spite of the fact that the doors were shut. It was a spiritual order of Man. 

    WB-tI notice you seem to be connecting durability with the tabernacle and spirituality with the temple. 

    JTThings are spiritual. Paul emphasises this in writing to the Corinthians. For who of men hath known the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Thus also the things of God knows no one except the Spirit of God, 1 Corinthians 2:11. And furthermore, we have the mind of Christ, 1 Corinthians 2:16. All that goes with the temple. In the next chapter he says: Do ye not know that ye are [the] temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwells in you?, 1 Corinthians 3:16. It is in connection with the Spirit, and I have no doubt the olive in the cherubim and the doors point to this. Compare also Ephesians 2:19 - 22. 

    BTFWhat is the difference between boards in the tabernacle, and stones in the temple? 

    JTThe boards in the tabernacle stood upright they refer to the saints here in testimony. The sockets of silver in which they were set, represent redemption, the work of Christ. The boards stand upright in the energy of life; they were bound together with a bar, which would suggest unity. That is what is before men. Whereas the stone is not seen as set in silver, it is a question of what we are as of Christ. It is not a question of redemption here. Peter had said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God, Matthew 16:16. It was a question of the kind, the order of man there, and then the Lord replies, Thou art Peter. That is to say, he was a stone, of the Rock; he was of that kind. 

    BTFYou refer to something formed by the Spirit, and it was brought in without any sound, so to speak. 

    JTThat is what is said here. 

    EJWThe stone would seem to bring in the thought of divine workmanship, whilst it was not noticed in connection with the boards so much. That is, there was the excavating and the hewing; a great deal of work is seen in connection with stones to prepare them for their position in the divine structure, and I thought that would bring before us the formative work of God in us, for what we are to be in the assembly; 

    JTYes, it says that here: And the house, when it was being built, was built of stone entirely made ready before it was brought thither; so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was being built. 

    EJWHewing was spoken of, hewed stones, stones that a good deal of work had been spent upon. 

    RMLIt speaks also of costly stones. 

    JTIn chapter 5:17, it says, And the king commanded, and they brought great stones, costly stones, hewn stones, to lay the foundation of the house. And Solomons builders and Hirams builders and the Giblites hewed them, and prepared timber and stones to build the house. So that all the preparation of the stone is done before it is brought in. It is a question really of what we are in a spiritual sense. Yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, 1 Peter 2:5. 

    HGThe stones suggest the one new man in the second of Ephesians, and then the building together for a habitation of God, because that has involved a tremendous amount of hewing in secret: the absolute abolishing of the Jew and Gentile, or, if you like, the English and German which is rather more practical just now, and bringing them together in one new man, forming a structure in which God as Father is known, and in which He dwells. 

    GATIn the scripture now before us, the stones are brought to the building. 

    JTThat is also how Peter presents it. Peter is specially qualified to give us light about stones. 

    GATIn Peter, as we had last night, the stones come, here they are brought by others. I want to see the difference. 

    JTMovement, as in Peter, is the evidence of life. It is a remarkable figure, because ordinarily a stone does not suggest life. As I said, Peter is the one to whom to go for the idea of a stone, because that was what he was himself. It is different from the idea of a board. David was anointed and raised up on high. God did that. But then he was a psalmist, and it is the psalmist who provides the psalms and the temple service. One who is a stone can give us an account of stones. In Matthew it is Thou art Peter, Whereas in John his name is Peter, because in the latter it is a question of Christ being the last Adam, whereas in the former Christ is seen as Builder. So He speaks of what Peter was; namely, a stone, and so Peter in his letter opens up to us what marks a stone. He calls attention to the need of laying aside certain things, and of growing up to salvation and then says, To whom coming, 1 Peter 2:4. So instead of being brought, in Christianity we come, showing there is spiritual energy; and in coming we are said to be stones. We are being built up a spiritual house. 

    WCRIt is a living structure He is building. It says living stones. 

    JTAnd then he goes on to say, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices, 1 Peter 2:5. 

    EJWDo you not think we get both coming and being brought in the New Testament? It seems to me here the stones are brought because the great point is the greatness of the builder; it points to Solomons work, the ability and wisdom of Solomon to build that which was in the mind of God. In that way it is the divine side, which surely we also get in the New Testament. In Matthew 16 the Lord says, I will build; then we have our side, which is Peter; To whom coming. It seems to me in these chapters it is the divine side; that is, Christ the Builder, and the material that He builds, and how that material is provided. 

    QuesWhat were the great and costly stones? 

    JTThat is just what we are speaking of. They refer to what we are. We are little outside, but we must not overlook that we are great in the Lords account inside, and we are costly. See the Lords account inside, and we are costly. See what we cost! The apostle, in speaking to the elders at Ephesus, said, the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own. A strong appeal to them, showing what we cost; the blood of his own, Acts 20:28. 

    HGPeter, speaking of stones, says, Ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible [things, as] silver or gold, ... but by precious blood ... [the blood] of Christ, 1 Peter 1:18 - 19. 

    GWWThere is a thought in Chronicles to which I do not think we get any reference in Kings at all; that is, David provided an immense amount of silver to overlay the walls of the houses, 1 Chronicles 29:4. So if you have cedar wood overlaid with gold, you have also to make place somewhere for an immense amount of silver. 

    JTThe fact that it is omitted here would point to what we have been saying, that here it is the heavenly side of things. 

    GWWYes, and so the difference between Chronicles and Kings is interesting. In Chronicles we get something a little more analogous to what you have in connection with the tabernacle, and a great deal is said about the silver. 

    AFMThere is also a veil in Chronicles, but not in Kings. 

    JTHow great is the thought of being great stones and costly stones! It is not a small idea. The greater we are as before God the more humble we shall be, and content with littleness outwardly, and suffering and reproach. The Lord has great thoughts as a Builder, and He uses great things to accomplish His great thoughts. These great stones are Christians typically. 

    AFMI was going to ask if you were connecting the laying aside of Peter with the stone squaring of the fifth chapter here? 

    JTThat is implied no doubt; there is to be a laying aside certain things. We are not suited for the building with those things. They have to be laid aside. Peter is like a stonesquarer. The word stonesquarer is a peculiar word. Here I suppose it refers to some people, in some particular locality marked by that particular craft, but they are essential mechanics in Christianity, those who square the stones. The building requires stones that fit in. 

    AFMThe idea is that the stones coming, have to be builded together. 

    JTWe are to fit in one with another. 

    BTFWhen formed by the Spirit of God the stone takes its place very quietly in the building. 

    JTYes, there is no noise. That is a good point. Noise is not a feature of the building. 

    LMThe thought in having the stones squared is that they may rest close together. 

    HGThere was not much noise when the great and costly stone, Saul of Tarsus, was brought into the structure. 

    JTThe Lord was the Stonesquarer; then Ananias came in after. 

    RMLAnanias took him by the hand, there was no need of mortar. There was a bond of love formed. 

    JTAnanias said, Arise and get baptised, and have thy sins washed away, (things had to be laid aside) calling on his name, Acts 22:16. There you get a great stone. He is now fit for the building. I suggested chapter 7 to be read because it shows the vastness of the domain of glory, the heavenly system of things. It is not limited to Christianity. We come into it now by faith. It is really a system of unseen things into which we are brought, as in Hebrews 12, what we have come to. It is a faith system yet, only we get the good of it. As was remarked, John emphasises the idea of dwelling; he brings in heavenly things and makes them available to us now in the principle of them. 

    LTFWhat would you call now the house Solomon built? 

    JTWhat we enjoy together in a spiritual way. Paul says, Gods dispensation, which [is] in faith. That remark is found in 1 Timothy 1:4, which speaks of the house. The word dispensation involves the house. Hence the letter to Timothy is to teach us how to behave in it, and I think in the house of God we get anticipatively the good of all this heavenly system. 

    And as regards the seventh chapter, I think the house in the forest of Lebanon would point especially to what is heavenly. The windows were placed rank against rank in the house in the forest of Lebanon. Evidently things were transparent. 

    WB-tThere seems to be the thought of judgment. It is the place of judgment. 

    JTThat is a necessary adjunct to the system. You must have that. 

    WB-tThere is a great deal of light. 

    JTIn the house of the forest of Lebanon windows are rank against rank, a great deal of light admitted, whereas in the temple all the light was inside. What was outside is rigidly excluded, but in the other house apparently things are open, and light is admitted. 

    RSSAnd what about the house for the daughter of Pharaoh? Does that suggest the Gentile? 

    JTI think it suggests a special place for the assembly. 

    RSSTaken out of the Gentiles? 

    JTI think in that way, in the Colossian sense. 

    GATSay a little more about the porch of judgment. 

    JTIt is needed because the mediatorial system of things is in view, and whilst the conditions exist to which it applies, you must have judgment. 

    MLHWhat is your thought in regard to the forest? 

    JTNo doubt a lot of cedars, a class of people outside of the flesh. That is where Christ lives, so to speak, in relation to such men as that. The greatness and grandeur of the heavenly system of things are in view here. Hebrews 12 shows what we have come to; we have come to [the] spirits of just [men] made perfect (Hebrews 12:23); it is wonderful to be surrounded with such. And we have come to the assembly of the first-born who are registered in heaven. Not one man in Christ merely, but myriads of them. 

    WCRIs that suggested in the forest? 

    JTI thought so. 

    ARIt is right to have windows in a place like that. 

    GWWIn connection with judgment here, it is more the spirit of discernment. We must not always think that because it is a throne of judgment it is a throne of condemnation. It is the place where the one sits who has ability to discern. In the place of judgment you have set forth what is according to God and how He views things. 

    WB-tIt is quite remarkable in connection with Solomons judgment of the two women that claimed the one child, the one woman who lied about the child does not appear to be punished, yet we find Israel feared the king because of the judgment wherewith he had ruled. The real mother gets the child. 

    RSSIs the throne in connection with the assembly, with the house of God? That is, we recognise there is now a throne of judgment, to which we can come, is that the thought? We have difficulties in regard to things that arise in the meeting, and it is a great thing to know there is a throne of judgment we can come to in regard to it. 

    JTYes, quite. It is ever present. 

    WCRI want to ask about the cherubim made of olive. Would they suggest the guarding care of the Spirit? 

    JTThat is what I thought. They are not made of shittim wood nor of cedar. It is not a question of the greatness of man. It here shows the greatness of the Spirit guarding things. Sometimes there is the suggestion of failure, and our not coming up to our responsibility, but the Spirit of God is here. The cherubim, as you say, were made of olive, and while the Spirit of God is here we cannot admit for a moment that things are let go; they are maintained for God. 

    WCRIt is not men that maintain them exactly. It is the Spirit. 

    JTWe must make room for the Spirit. He acts through men, but the point in the olive wood is, that things are in the hands of the Spirit. 

    RSSBefore closing I would like to ask how the Lords attitude in Revelation 2 and 3 accords with what we have just been looking at here, in regard to the throne? We have been saying that this is the period of grace, yet in those scriptures in Revelation we have the Lord in a character which led John to fall at His feet as dead, and it refers to this period. 

    JTNotice in chapter 7: And his house where he dwelt had another court within the porch, which was of the like work. And he made, like to this porch, a house for Pharaohs daughter, whom Solomon had taken. It would appear that the house of Pharaohs daughter accorded with the porch of judgment. That is, the Lord, taking the place of judge in the assemblies, would maintain things aright. Things had got out of accord with the porch of judgment, so to speak, and the addresses to the assemblies would be to rectify this, and I think, in principle, they were rectified. The assembly of Philadelphia would show that the Lord had brought about recovery. There was in that assembly an agreement with Himself. He was the Holy One and True, and they kept the word of His patience, did not deny His name, and they had a little power. That is, there was a recovery of the main features of the house in that assembly; but surely that was His own doing. It was no doubt brought about by the word of prophecy, as we have been saying, but He brought it about. 

    RSSIt is an aspect of which we do not take sufficient account in regard to ourselves, and especially in regard to the responsible side of things in the house of God. Slackness is apt to come in, and we forget the Lord is moving about amongst the assemblies, and the character in which He is presented. 

    I think it ought to have a very salutary effect upon us to know that we have to do with the Lord in that way, His eyes are as a flame of fire and out of whose mouth went a sharp two-edged sword. 

    JTThere is what He says and then what the Spirit says; the latter corresponding doubtless with the olive. The Spirit remains, and, as here, He speaks. He is not silent, like David who did not say anything to Adonijah. The Spirit of God will never be silent in the presence of the spirit of antichrist. He speaks to the assemblies, and it is encouraging to see that in the end the Lord says I, Jesus. Instead of sending John, or speaking of John, he says, I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies, Revelation 22:16. It is as if He drew nearer to them, and formally recognises the assembly. Then the Spirit and the bride say Come. The Spirit had, so to say, carried things through, and brought about a response to the Lord at the end. 

    RSSThat is very encouraging. 

    APAre the addresses in Revelation connected with the judgment seat of Christ? 

    JTIt is that He is in the character of a judge, not on the throne, but walking in the midst of the assemblies. Nothing passes His notice. He sees everything. 

  
    THE HOUSE OF GOD (4) (JT 10)

    1 Kings 6: 23 - 36; 1 Timothy 3

    JTOur subject is administration, or government, in connection with the house of God; the government that is seen there, which, of course, has in view His holiness. The element of rule or government is seen there, so I suggested the passage in Kings, because it shows, allied to that which would suggest the Spirit, the principle of government in the cherubims. 

    FLWhat would you say is suggestive of the Spirit? 

    JTThe olive wood; that is, the house is spiritual; there is perhaps nothing so difficult with us as to get rid of material thoughts; and while there is that in the house of God which may be taken account of in a material way, the saints bodies, yet it is essentially spiritual. 

    FLThere are other woods, cedar and fir. 

    JTThey are not so prominent here as the olive, but they of course have their meaning. The cedar would suggest the dignity of the order of man that is there; the fir may be probably something for the eye. 

    FLI had rather thought the fir was the suggestion of life, the fir tree is what we call evergreen. It seems to come in in that way in Hosea 14: 8, I am like a green fir tree. 

    JTThere is constant evidence of life; that which is pleasant, or restful for the eye. 

    JCSThen there are half opened flowers; flowers, as it were, bursting out in the energy of life. Moral beauty too, would you say? 

    JTQuite. It seems to indicate the energy of life producing that which is delightful to the eye and fragrant. 

    WCRLike Aarons rod that budded. 

    JTJust so. That was the evidence of life. 

    FLThat went on to bearing fruit also. 

    JCSIt budded, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. 

    WB-sIn Psalm 92 you get the palm tree mentioned. The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. There it seems to connect fruit with the palm tree and longevity of life; they shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing. 

    JTThe passage we have read serves to show the spiritual nature of the house of God, and allied with that the principle of government. I refer to the cherubims and the doors being made of olive wood and the walls and the doors being carved with figures of cherubims. The principle of government must never be absent, indeed I suppose it is never absent in anything that God has instituted: but the question is how it is carried out; whether it is with a rod, as Paul says, or by the influence of the word. The place the cherubims occupy in the house shows that what is in view is not so much the guarding of the ark as in the tabernacle, where they were overlooking the ark of the covenant but the general government of the house. The cherubims are made of olive instead of shittim wood. 

    GWHWhat does that signify? 

    JTI think it is what we were remarking, that the government of the house is spiritual. It is nevertheless government, but of a spiritual nature. 

    GWHThat is, men that act in the house or God are spiritual men. 

    JTThat is it, and judging from the moral qualifications mentioned in Timothy, the requirement is that they should be spiritual. No one is capable of ruling in the house of God save a spiritual man. 

    JCSAnd he would, I suppose, answer to responsibility. They are each ten cubits high. 

    JTYes, I suppose the cherubims themselves refer to the perfection of manhood in Christ, for they reached from wall to wall of the oracle. The Spirit maintains correspondence with this in the assembly. 

    JCSI suppose we see there the element of responsibility and the full answer to it in a spiritual way. 

    JTThe measurements show there was responsibility there, but alongside of it spirituality. As Paul says, a measure to reach even unto you. It was his measure, reaching to the Corinthians. In doing so, he did not overstretch, but acted according to the measure of the rule which the God of measure had apportioned. He did not take another mans line of things. He had a measure of his own. It was a measure that was governed by his commission, and he answered to it. Therefore, in order to avoid using the rod, he did not go to them but he wrote to them. Nevertheless his measure reached to them. 

    FLWith Paul righteousness and grace were exactly in proportion; that is, righteousness was not sacrificed one iota, but it was applied in such grace and skill that if it could do its work without the rod it would do it. Grace balanced the righteousness, and the righteousness the grace. Now we are so blundering, we are either righteous overmuch, and we push and trample, and crush, or else we are so lenient we are indifferent to righteousness and sacrifice truth under the name of grace. Now what you have introduced in regard to Paul I think shows a beautiful balance It corresponds with the five cubits in each wing of the cherubims. 

    JTYes, he calculated as to what would be most appropriate, so he says, to spare you I do not come. He had authority to act toward them, but he preferred to influence them. The power of influence and the bringing the word of God in grace to bear upon them brought about the desired result, and so the first epistle effects self judgment and the second restoration to communion, and establishment. They are perfectly balanced so that in the end he says, though the more abundantly I love you the less I be loved. But be it so, he says. (2 Corinthians 12: 15,16) He was not going to change his methods, whatever they may have done or said. He is balanced according to the balances of the sanctuary in his service to them. 

    BTFThe cherubims were overlaid with gold. What is the thought of that? 

    JTThat is usually what represents God, what God is. All must be marked by that. 

    BTFSo that it was the character of God, as it were, shining out in government. 

    JTYes. 

    WB-sIs the thought of the oracle light and truth revealed? 

    JTThe word denotes speaking and communications, so that the apostle, whilst exercising the government of the house of God in his letters, at the same time communicated the mind of God. There was perfectly blended in his messages the communication of the divine mind and the authority of God and the love of Christ in a man. In his exercises towards the Corinthians he maintained unchanged love, he says Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, 2 Corinthians 3: 2. It seems that it was manifest everywhere that he loved the Corinthian saints. 

    JCSWhilst all the light of God is out in divine revelation, would you say that the speaking continues today; that there is still divine speaking in the house? 

    JTI think so. It goes along with the government; that is, the cherubims are in the oracle, and they are the prominent feature there, so it would be that the Spirit of God speaks in the house, even as you get it in 1 Timothy 4: 1 and Hebrews 3: 7. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly and As the Holy Spirit saith, To-day if ye will hear his voice. So that there is the constant speaking of the Spirit, but then it is connected with the government of God. And so the Lord, in addressing the seven churches presents Himself in a special way to each, commending, warning, and threatening what He will do if they do not repent; but then, it is added He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; that is, the Spirit is speaking, but Christ is governing, and they go together. Apart from the government of the Lord we could not have the speaking. 

    FLSo also with regard to individuals: If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God. I mean that, in teaching or in prophecy, it has that character attributed to it. 

    JCSSo the more spiritual a man is the more qualified he is to be the mouthpiece for divine speaking. 

    JTQuite so. He is like the olive wood. 

    RemDoors are mentioned here. The Lord in speaking to the churches speaks of an open door. 

    JTThese doors are in the house. In Revelation 3, He says, I have set before thee an opened door, note, that it is not simply an open door, it is opened, signifying that it had been closed, and referring, I suppose, to the history of the church; but now in writing to Philadelphia the Lord indicates that He had opened it; the way is opened before her; in Laodicea the Lord is looking for someone to open to Him. 

    WHFIs the opened door good for us now? 

    JTYes. It remains open. The Lord holds it open for us. That is a comforting thought. 

    FLThe opened door does not depend upon our faithfulness but upon His power. The question of faithfulness would come in in our availing ourselves of it, using the light we have, as you said. 

    JTThe opened door goes on to the end. It is a question of what the Lord does for the assembly. 

    WHFWhat is the difference between this door and what we get in Laodicea, where the Lord is outside and it is a question of the individual opening to Him? 

    JTWell, Laodicea describes the profession around us, especially what was once marked as Protestantism, and in that state of things the Lord has no place. But this does not signify that the Philadelphian state does not exist. Laodicea is simply a collateral state with Philadelphia, in the general profession of Christianity. The Lord has no place in it, but He seeks it, and the fact that He counsels her, and waits and knocks, emphasises His grace and patience. One would be very much discouraged if one thought that the Lord has no access anywhere. He is ready to enter in anywhere. 

    FLSo that the good and blessing of what attaches to Himself personally is made available to the individual, and it is purely a question of state as to whether the individual enters into it or not that is, He stands at the door and knocks. It is individual and if the condition of things around is such that there is no inlet it does not deny to the individual the full sweetness and blessing of what is in the personal touch of Christ if you open to Him. 

    JTWhat we have been remarking on just now is, of course, apart from what is before us. We are occupied with the government of the house of God, and I think that it is of immense importance to see that it is spiritual, and the apostle Pauls letters to the Corinthians illustrate the manner of that government as in human hands, exercised according to God. 

    FLAnd how near do Paul and Peter come in respect of that? Peter speaks of being built up a spiritual house. What is the point of contact or the point of difference? 

    JTWell, I do not suppose there can be any difference in that respect. Peter, of course, uses the word spiritual in contrast to what the Jews had, a material house and system of things, and he is showing that the saints themselves are the stones in it; in coming to Christ they are built up a spiritual house. But I think what 1 Kings shows, as connected with 1 Timothy, is that government is in keeping with the fact that it is a spiritual house; it is spiritual. 

    GWHThe olive wood sets forth the character of the house in type. 

    JTI think the recovery in these last days has been to the recognition of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is in the house of God, and He takes up men in it and uses them in a spiritual way in the carrying on of the government of it, otherwise, you must go back to civic power, or the ecclesiastical hierarchy. If we do not recognise the olive wood in that way, that is, if we do not recognise the presence of the Holy Spirit, we must go back to human made systems of government. 

    FLThat is inevitable. Man cannot live without an outlet for religious impulses and experience, and if I am not in the light and under the control of the Spirit I must go to some organisation that will be a substitute, and that is the whole story of Christendom. 

    WB-sIn 1 Corinthians 12 there are diversities of gifts by the same Spirit and in the end of that chapter, gifts of healings, helps, governments are spoken of. Is that in line with what we are speaking of? 

    JTYes. That chapter shows how the Spirit of God works. Indeed the three Persons of the Godhead are brought in there (1 Corinthians 12: 4 - 11). 

    ANWIs the thought of government that God may have order in His house? 

    JTIt becomes active when there is disorder, but it is never for one moment absent from the house. 

    ANWIf there is a lack of spirituality in a certain place, must you forego government to a certain extent? What would you do? 

    JTThe injunction to deal with sin is imperative. You cannot wait until you have the power to do it. You must do it. 

    HGDo you get the idea in Paul in connection with the elders in Ephesus? He says that after his departure grievous wolves should enter in not sparing the flock, and from amongst themselves men would arise speaking perverted things, as though he himself by his presence was a restraining power there. You get the same thing in Nehemiah. In his absence certain abuses crept in, but his return was a means of recovery. I mean these were spiritual men and by their very presence amongst the saints they restrained and held things. One has often seen it that evil would lift up its head amongst the saints, but there was power to restrain because of spiritual men who held things for God. 

    JTQuite, and so these elders were made overseers by the Holy Spirit. That only sustains what we were remarking. The apostle appointed them, but they were really appointed by the Spirit and that shows that the government of the house is spiritual. It is through men, but it is spiritual. 

    FLReturning to our brothers question, it seems to me that the function of government in the divine system is to keep under restraint everything which would hinder the outflow of love; that is, 

    that love should be freely available to us from God and freely available to us amongst ourselves. As long as there is the presence of that which is lawless and disorderly, energy is absorbed in dealing with those things and the outflow of love is interrupted. In other words, the function of love is interrupted, and unless there is order there cannot be the function of love properly. I think that is where government comes in. 

    JTIt is seen there. When the necessity exists it is more apparent, but the principle of government is always present. In this respect we may call it government by influence. 

    WB-sI would like to mention a case in the Old Testament, in regard to what was said as to the restraining power of the presence of a spiritual person. Jehoiada the priest, while he lived instructed Jehoash the king and under his influence he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord; he repaired the house of the Lord but as soon as Jehoiada died the king declined terribly, so much so that he killed the priests son, who stood faithful to the Lord. It is a notable case of what a spiritual man can do in keeping things in order. 

    JTSo the elders were appointed by the Spirit. Paul says over the which (the flock) the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers. Even the serving of tables at the beginning was made dependent on the Spirit, men full of the Holy Spirit were to be appointed over that business. So particular was the Spirit that all should be done in spiritual energy, that even the ministration in temporal things depended upon those engaged in the service being full of the Holy Spirit. 

    WCRYou get the same principle in Joshua. Things were held while Joshua and the elders lived. 

    HGHow is it that in regard of the elders or overseers one was disqualified for oversight if their own house was not in order, and yet in the practical working out of it sometimes you will find a man unspiritual and yet his house is in good order, and vice versa, sometimes you see men who are spiritual, but they seem to have failed in regard of their households. I do not quite understand that. Such were disqualified for oversight. 

    JTIs it not apparent that the principle of the household is a divine institution? I think that current principles that have been introduced in certain parts of the world would set aside family relationships, but the family is a divine institution, husband and wife, parents and children. It is a divine institution that God has respect for, and in recovery through the gospel it is provided for: Thou shalt be saved, and thy house. God would secure, not only the man, but his house also. Now if God secures the house, it is quite obvious that He will give the man power to rule the house, and it should be a matter of very great concern with every believing husband or parent, to rule his house so that in the exercise he becomes a spiritual man; it is thus that he is qualified for the house of God. I believe it is intended to be so, that a man should, as it were, graduate from his own house into the house of God. That there are such cases as you mention, we have to admit with sorrow, but at the same time, God supports a man in the ruling of his house, so that he graduates through it and becomes qualified to rule in the house of God. I think this chapter in Timothy proves this, and the fact that God requires it, to my mind, shows the respect He has for His own primary institution; that is the household. 

    GWHI thought you came to the assembly to learn how to rule in your own house. 

    J .T. Things work together; in the assembly you learn what God is, but the discipline and exercise connected with your own house qualifies you to rule in the house of God. When you come to the injunctions in Timothy as to bishops or overseers you are impressed with the severity, as one may say, of the requirements for eldership. If any one aspires to exercise oversight, he desires a good work. The overseer then must be irreproachable, husband of one wife, sober, discreet, decorous, hospitable, apt to teach; not given to excesses from wine, not a striker, but mild, not addicted to contention, not fond of money, conducting his own house well, having his children in subjection with all gravity (but if one does not know how to conduct his own house, how shall he take care of the assembly of God?); not a novice, that he may not, being inflated, fall into the fault of the devil. But it is necessary that he should have also a good testimony from those without, that he may fall not into reproach and the snare of the devil, 1 Timothy 3: l - 7. There is the description of an elder; and the point is made of his conduct and rule in his own house, and, as it says parenthetically, if he cannot do that, he cannot rule in the house of God. 

    AHPWould you say that rule is by spiritual influence in the house? 

    JTIt is. That is Gods way. When He has to apply the rod, it shows there is active sin. 

    FLProverbs was written in the day of the law, and the rod is very prominent, but in Ephesians and Colossians we are in the life and the atmosphere of the house of God, and the sway is of influence and of grace and love, but none the less it is a sway; there must be rule. It does not suggest that the reins are thrown overboard and there is no government, but the government takes character from the attitude which God has taken in His house. This is very remarkable, coming from a man who had no wife, no family. 

    JTHe was taking account of the saints as a whole, that in the history of the assembly, generally speaking, men would be married and have families. So God has respect for His own institution, and in the Gentile world that institution had become corrupted and degraded, that is, polygamy has come in. Noah, I think, in the Old Testament is a sort of typical household man. He had only one wife, and each of his sons had only one wife, and he loved his house and built an ark to the saving of it. But it is quite evident that subsequent to that the family idea became corrupted and degraded. Therefore, in the requirement of the elder, he has to be the husband of one wife. A man that is to rule in Gods house must be in keeping with the original institution. 

    FLSo if we are found under certain conditions we must accept the penalty of it. If when a man was converted in the early days of Christianity he had two wives, he could not get rid of his responsibility in respect of them. He could not cast them adrift, but he would have to accept the penalty in a governmental way, that he could not govern in the house of God. So in conditions in which we may be found there may be things resting upon us governmentally. We have to accept it and just go quietly on, but we cannot override the divine order laid down here. 

    JTGod is not going to change His methods for any of us. We must suffer from the government of God if we are linked up with anything contrary to it. 

    FLIt is very important that those who households are still very young should keep these principles before them. 

    WB-tIt is very encouraging to see that the difficulties that the men with younger households are going through fits them to rule in the house of God, to have part in its government. 

    JTYes, and then he passes on to the deacons. 

    It says: Ministers, in like manner, grave, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not seeking gain by base means, holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these be first proved, then let them minister, being without charge against them, 1 Timothy 3: 10. One is impressed with the care and forethought of the Spirit, that there should be nothing in those who are publicly engaged in the house of God to bring discredit upon it. The requirements are not so strenuous, perhaps, as with the elder, but nevertheless they were to be in accord with the house of God. Their service was to be marked by spiritual power, and then it says further about women: The women in like manner grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. And then it further adds: Let the ministers be husbands of one wife, conducting their children and their own houses well: for those who shall have ministered well obtain for themselves a good degree, and much boldness in faith which is in Christ Jesus. That is the recompense. 

    WB-sPeter would represent the first mentioned here, and Stephen the second. Peter was a married man and he certainly is connected with government. He speaks of himself as an elder. 

    JTQuite. 

    WB-sThen Stephen had a remarkable character as a deacon. He purchased for himself a good degree and great boldness in the faith. 

    WB-tWhat is a good degree? 

    JTIt is a certain dignity conferred. 

    W.B-t. In the assembly? 

    JTYes, God knows how to confer degrees. Here it is obtain for themselves. 

    FLWe see in Stephen one perfectly willing to give himself over to the service of widows and the needy, taken up by the Spirit of God to bear testimony to what he saw; the heavens opened, the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand and so to prepare the ground for Paul to come in. It suggests that the Spirit of God carried one whose heart was with the saints in the lowliest service to the highest ministry of glory, and so it seems to me he had obtained for himself the good degree. See that is thus opened to us! 

    WB-tI was thinking the good degree and boldness are present things, something conferred on one at the present time. 

    FLWhere men, however, showed such a spirit of Christ as Stephen showed when he knelt down and gave up his spirit to Christ, there is the good degree. 

    JTIt was the result of a wonderful formation in a man. 

    FLIt was indeed. You may depend upon it that we shall see Stephen in a very prominent place in the world to come. 

    JTThen Paul goes on to say: These things I write to thee, hoping to come to thee more quickly, but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in Gods house, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. He tells us plainly why he wrote; it was a question of conduct in the house of God. 

    WHBTThe wings of the cherubims rested on the walls: do you think Paul in giving his directions in this way was bringing in the cherubims? 

    JTHe was putting them on the walls, so to speak, so everywhere you look you are reminded of the government of God in the house. 

    WHBTThat is to say, you come in and you are conscious of this influence; you are conscious of the presence of what the cherubims represent. 

    JTWe are brought to this: I cannot assert my own will among the people of God. I cannot prescribe my own terms. The cherubims remind me that God is to do that. I am to be subject to the rule that is there, not to act contrary to it or to pursue a course that is in any way opposed to it to do so would be very serious. 

    FLThe cherubims on the walls, as we have been saying, speak of government. God is not the God of disorder, but of peace, and in all the assemblies that was written, so to speak, on the walls. 

    JTAnd that brings in another point, that the house of God involves catholicity. What one notices, and what one is conscious of in ones self is localism or sectionalism. Now the house of God is not limited to any locality, or any country. It is universal. So that the thing in that respect is to become a good Catholic, not a Roman Catholic which implies localism. The Thessalonians had become imitators, it says, of the assemblies of God which are in Judaea in Christ Jesus, 1 Thessalonians 2: 14. They became catholic to this extent that they imitated assemblies in Christ elsewhere. 

    JCSBut would you look for the expression locally of the features of the house of God? That is, whilst the house of God is universal in its character, you would look for the features of the house in any locality where the saints are found. 

    JTYes, you would. The house is usually found in catholic epistles. It was to be seen locally, of course, but no local assembly is designated as the house of God. 

    GWHSo you would not localise yourself in the prayer meeting. You would think of the house; your affections would go out to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

    ATAt the golden altar before God, and there is only one, all the prayers meet. 

    RemPrayer is to be made for all men and for those in authority. That is universality. 

    JCSWe have been speaking of the house of God as a spiritual idea, that which Christ builds in His own life and nature, and I judge that line cannot admit of failure. Now we are considering something that will, which has to be met by divine government. 

    JTThe house, as viewed here is a sphere of conduct. The house of God is spiritual according to 1 Peter 2, but in Hebrews it says If ye continue. 

    JCSI thought the house, being spiritual, does not admit of destruction or failure. 

    JTJudgment begins at it. It does not say that it comes under judgment, but it begins there. I think the house itself remains intact. God preserves it in His own way. 

    JCSSo those who compose the house of God are subjects of divine discipline and government, but not in the house character. 

    JTI think in house character. Judgment begins at it and then it says, If it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? (1 Peter 4: 17) showing that even we come under judgment in the way of discipline, but then only for preservation and not for destruction. 

    JCSThat is so, but what I had in mind was, you have been speaking of the house of God as a spiritual thing, that which is really built by God, I thought that whilst those who composed it are the subjects of discipline, it is hardly in house character. 

    JTBut it has to be borne in mind that the house is composed of persons. It is not something in us that forms the house of God; the saints themselves are viewed as the house. In this respect, Scripture takes account not exactly of what is in me by itself, but of myself and yourself. Ye also, it says, as living stones; not something in you, but you. 

    JCSSo in Matthew 16, thou art Peter. It was Peter who was taken account of. 

    JTIt was not something in Peter, but Peter himself. 

    QuesThe house is not an abstract idea then? 

    JTNo, it is concrete. It is composed of individuals. 

    RemSo the house is always looked at as complete. 

    JTThe saints on earth at any time are the house of God; and it is always here; but it is composed, not of something in the saints, but the saints themselves. 

    BTFThen judgment begins there in order to restore what is declining, but the person remains in the house. 

    JTEven the man put away at Corinth did not cease to be part of the house, but the judgment was that his spirit might be saved. 

    JCSSo that what really makes discipline necessary is because we are of the house and God will not tolerate in us that which is inconsistent with the revelation of Himself there. 

    JTAnd the judgment really is in the house, because God is hardly judging the world yet, but He is showing that He will not tolerate evil. He shows that in His house. 

    FLThe effect of His chastening and discipline is to remove foreign substances. If I get something in my eye I am glad to have it taken out. It does not belong there. 

    JTA mans work may be destroyed; the fruit of his labours burned; but yet he is saved, but so as through fire: 1 Corinthians 3: 15. 

    GWHThe olive leaf survives. 

    JTThat is it. 

    JCSWe were remarking that it is not a question of what is built in us that forms the house; we are being built up a spiritual house. 

    JTIt is a much harder thing to build in the person. Stone squaring has to be done. The Lord takes him up and fashions him, so it is, To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up. 

    JCSIt is you who are being built up in the house. 

    WB-sEzekiel 8 speaks of the house coming under judgment. There it is not wickedness outside that is dealt with. The prophet is brought to the door and goes thence inward and where there are still further abominations, but all in regard to the house. The Lord says my sanctuary. It is one of the strongest scriptures I know of in regard of judgment in the house of God. 

    JTThat is quite an important feature: Begin at my sanctuary, He says. The judgment began there. 

    FLBecause in that place they had introduced idolatrous abominations in the place of the Lord. 

    JTMen were standing up with their backs to the temple and their faces toward the east. Think of that! Turning their backs to the light of God, and looking towards the sun. That is pretty much what has happened in Christendom. 

    W.B-s. Is that apostasy? 

    JTIt is. Men are deliberately turning their backs to the blessed light of God and looking to material sources for light, and worshipping these material things, as is said in Ezekiel. 

    JCSWhilst the house of God, as you were saying, is not a local idea, I judge it is in our localities we have the opportunity of working out these principles together and being governed by the light of the house of God. 

    JTBut I think it is a great thing to cultivate the habit of including in your affections and prayers, especially in your prayers, all the saints. 

    JCSI quite think that. 

    ANWBut did not Mr. Darby say that office was local? I thought the offices we were speaking of in Timothy were local. 

    JTOh, that is quite true. An elder would be an elder in Ephesus only, but he would live in relation to the whole house. The local assembly had the character of the house, but the house of God is a general thought, as we have been saying. 

    JSAn Ephesian saint was marked by faith in the Lord Jesus and love to
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    WJHThe thought one would desire we might be engaged with relates to the fact recorded by the Spirit of God that part of the house of God contained three storeys or floors to which access was had by a winding staircase from floor to floor, each floor being larger than the one preceding. I think the spiritual meaning of this might be traced in the twentieth of John, and being connected with the first day of the week is a suggestion of what the Lord would have us know every first day of the week. He would have us move gradually from one level to another until it may be, we touch a little of what is in the third storey. But all depends on our being able to rightly occupy the lower floors. It is instructive to see that the thought of three storeys or three levels finds expression in most structures erected by or for God. It is evidently a prime thought with Him, hence it is not surprising to find it appears in the assemblys history, it being specifically mentioned that Paul in Troas ministered in the third storey  Pauls ministry takes us to that level. 

    AHSHad you in mind to trace the ascent first to indicate where we start? 

    WJHIt is remarkable that the Spirit of God should record that the staircase was winding, meaning, I believe, that we go a step at a time without seeing very far ahead. Jacob saw a ladder from earth to heaven, but when the house is built there is a winding staircase, the view being not very far ahead, but nevertheless the ascent continues gradually. 

    RemThe thought suggested in the winding staircase is a progressive thought. 

    WJHYes, winding signifying that the ascent is gradual. We have known something of what it is to see a certain distance by what is introduced at the beginning of the meeting but gradually where the Lord would bring us is discerned. 

    JWSteps are evenly spaced, there are no gaps. 

    WJHYes, it means a steady ascent  not a sudden one like a ladder. Before we proceed with the detail a little, the brethren will see the importance of this thought as found first in the heavens, for scripture speaks of the third heaven, caught up to the third heaven (2 Corinthians 12: 2), showing there are three that can be known. Then Gods instructions to Noah were to build the ark in three storeys, the tabernacle was built in three sections, each one holier than the other; the court and the holy place, and the most holy; 

    the temple of Solomon has chambers erected in three storeys. Ezekiels temple will include three storeys; and Paul as we have said ministered in the third storey; showing he had passed through the other two necessarily. God in building man (for man is a kind of building, too) built him in three storeys, spirit, soul and body, the spirit being the highest, the soul coming next, and the body being the lowest level. 

    AHSWould the thoughts of those three storeys and the three sections in the tabernacle suggest something of the work of God that is necessary to fit us to reach the highest or the holiest point? The work of Christ for us and the work of God in us  the presence of the Holy Spirit in us? 

    WJHThat is what I thought. Our ability to pass from one to the other depends on the work of God in us, and things being right on the ground floor, for our main exercises relate to our responsible life. We come together at the Supper as in the wilderness. 

    AHSDoes the distance the Lord is able to take us at the Supper depend on how we are found on that ground floor? 

    WJHI think that is of the greatest importance. Our ability to really touch what is on the second and third floors depends on how far we are on the ground floor. 

    I think it is worked out in Mary Magdalene on the first day of the week. She moves from floor to floor, being first on the ground level of the rejection and burial of the Lord Jesus Christ. She is right there, and moves to the level of the resurrection of Christ and is adjusted there, then she moves into the light of the ascension of Christ and can carry such a heavenly message rightly. One had in mind that we should look at Mary travelling from floor to floor until she reaches the highest level a saint can know. 

    ABJI was wondering if the thought of kingdom exercises are essential as being on the lowest level? We are very weak on kingdom exercises. 

    WJHI believe that is why it is called the Lords Supper. Many have regarded it as Christs Supper, and some Gods Supper. Some have sought to begin in the third storey disregarding the moral state of the saints present. It is the Lords Supper and all depends on our relation with the Lord. 

    GMcKThe Supper also has to do with our relations with one another. 

    WJHWhen ye come together  the Lords Supper is not partaken of alone, by an individual. When ye come together in assembly I hear there exist divisions among you (1 Corinthians 11: 18)  showing that their relations together were not right. 

    GHDo you put the epistle to the Romans as on the lowest floor as setting us right in wilderness history? 

    WJHRomans is teaching for the ground floor in our individual exercises; Corinthians for the ground floor in our assembly exercises locally; Colossians has in view the second storey If therefore ye have been raised with Christ (Colossians 3: 1), but Ephesians is for the third storey  heavenly places, and the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ worshipped. But there is no ladder to these storeys, and all depends for us upon how we are on the ground floor. 

    VDWould you say a little more as to what was in your mind as to it not being Christs Supper but that we should view it as the Lords Supper? 

    WJHThe great thought of Christ is that He is Head  the Head of the body is Christ in Colossians and Ephesians, but the setting of the Supper is not headship, but lordship, hence we are challenged as to how far we are really subject to Him. 

    Romans works out how an individual even with a dreadful past history can be recovered for God; Corinthians works out how a local company can be for God in a wilderness setting. 

    GAIn relation to 1 Corinthians 11, I wondered whether the Apostles ministry there is not really that of a spiritual physician, he speaks of that which he is going to prescribe? Perhaps we need ministry that would adjust us in relation to the ground floor. 

    WJHThat is good. He also speaks of himself as a wise master-builder, he would know what was suitable to the ground floor of Gods building, and hence takes up with them their moral state and their relations with one another, the deportment of the women, their hair and many other matters. 

    DTAs being subject to the Lord in that way, is it necessary to have these narrow windows? 

    WJHYou mean there is a restricted outlook, the windows being fixed. But each floor is larger, indicating more room being available. I mentioned the scripture in Kings to apply it to the twentieth of John, that we might see this truth worked out in Mary as a pattern. What a history she had had! Introduced in scripture as a woman controlled by seven devils, but they are cast out by the Lord, and then she follows Him, ministering to Him of her substance. Thus she is now not only free of the control of evil powers, but her substance is held rightly. I believe that is a matter which enters much into how we come together. What are we doing with our substance? She evidently had substance and had learnt how to hold and use it rightly. I believe we are at a great disadvantage at the Supper if we are holding things selfishly and thereby hindered from ascending. 

    GMcKDo you refer to material or spiritual substance? 

    WJHBoth, but specially material things. 

    GSMarys communications to the two disciples were responsible for the two disciples running to the sepulchre. 

    WJHYes. What a woman of influence she was, she could move them quickly! We should tarry a little at this matter of Mary and her substance. I think some have an idea that some mysterious thing happens when we come together, but what does happen is inseparable from our state. There is nothing mysterious in that sense. 

    JMIs that why the thought of measure is introduced in the scripture in Kings? 

    WJHQuite so. The Lord says Measure the temple of God and the altar and them that worship therein (Revelation 11: 1). The persons are measured according to their state. 

    CDMarys state was represented by what she brought, not by what she found. It is what we bring that counts. The wise men came and opened their treasures. 

    WJHQuite so. It is a question in this setting as to what we are doing and what we have. If we would move steadily upward on the first day of the week, the first thing is that the power of evil must be broken in our souls. The next thing is that our substance is now not held for ourselves, self no longer in control; and the third thing seen in the nineteenth chapter is that Mary stood by the cross of Jesus, that is she accepted the break with the world, for that is what the cross of Jesus does, it establishes in her heart a complete break with the world system. 

    JDIt mentions in the first verse Mary Magdalene only, but speaking to Peter and John she says we know not where they have laid Him. Did you have that in view as to not having ourselves before us? 

    WJHVery good. She is in her mind with her brethren, and she influences Peter and John. 

    CPPIs she a Corinthian sister there, as saying the Lord? They have taken away the Lord. Her words to the two angels They have taken away my Lord would indicate she is a true Roman. 

    WJHThat is very helpful. The Lords choice of her is justified. The selection of Mary was deliberate; it is because her Roman and Corinthian positions were right so that the Lord can disclose Himself to her as risen on a new level. We cannot know what it is for Him to assemble with us as risen if our individual and collective responsible positions are not right. 

    VDAs to ministering to Him, does not the fact that she was on that line account for her being at the tomb? According to Mark she is there with two other women with their spices. 

    WJHYes; she was still on the line of ministering to Him; that seems to me to precede assembling. The seven demons are gone out and what she has is now held for the Lord, and then there has been a complete break with the world by standing at the cross of Jesus, that seems to be the general underlying condition of her soul. On the first day of the week she comes to the sepulchre weeping, that is, she genuinely misses the Lord. 

    CDWould you suggest that at that point she is on her way to the middle floor? 

    WJHShe is near the winding staircase. She comes on the first day of the week to the sepulchre with deep sorrow as missing the Lord. I believe the Lord is drawn to such as come together genuinely missing Him and wanting Him. 

    AHSWould those characteristics in Mary be what we would look for in those who desire to remember the Lord? 

    WJHI think that is a good suggestion. (1) They are not controlled by evil; (2) they are not controlled by self, and (3) they are not controlled by the world. Such will be found genuinely missing Christ. 

    CDWould you say spirit, soul and body are each rightly controlled in the three ways you have mentioned? 

    WJHYour whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless (1 Thessalonians 5: 23). Every floor of the individual held in its right relation with God. 

    GHMcKHave you anything to say why she came in the early morning while it was still dark? 

    WJHI think it is the urgency of love, in keeping with Abigail of whom when she knew Davids rights had been challenged, it says She hastened. There was urgency on her part to see that David had his due, and I think there is the urgency of love here, as conscious that the Lord is absent. 

    CDIs it not a link here with the Song of Solomon? Until the day break... I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense  such an one is ready, suitable to move with Him  Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee (chapter 4: 6, 7). 

    WJHThe mountain of myrrh and this sepulchre are kindred thoughts, the volume of suffering love suggested by the mountain of myrrh is seen in the death and burial of Jesus. The two angels in white are part of the instruction. Mary is one side, she comes weeping, but the other side is that heavenly intelligences are sitting contemplating the fact that He has been into the grave. They know He is not there but He has been there; His holy head of the finest gold and His feet also of fine gold have been there; one sits at the head and the other at the feet where the body of Jesus had lain. I believe all these thoughts are to be in mind as we come together to the Supper. 

    QuesDid not the Lord show His urgency in rising early; He had risen before Mary got there? 

    WJHUndoubtedly He was watching Mary with the greatest interest, as He does now each first day of the week, watching the gatherings of the saints, observing not merely what is external but what is really in our hearts. 

    VDYou spoke of the angels as representing the intelligence of the saints? 

    WJHI do not think Mary presents the side of intelligence in this matter but deep affection for Christ, so precious to the Lord, but the two angels in white bring in the side of intelligence and purity, and they are seen sitting where His head and feet had been. As coming together we would have Marys feelings as missing the Lord, but the angels intelligence as to the position and their holy contemplation of himself as to where He has been. 

    GADo we find that confirmed in the words She stooped down into the tomb? What a woman would naturally shrink from to the greatest possible degree, a woman with spiritual feelings does. 

    WJHExactly. That action and her words I will take Him away show the intensity of her love; even if dead she would have Him. The Lord was listening to all this, indeed He drew out these expressions of love. 

    ABJSuch feelings as Mary had do not arise from impulse but are with us during the week. So that as we come together our affections are given rein to on that occasion. 

    WJHSome of us this morning were thinking of the word A time to love (Ecclesiastes 3: 8). I believe the Lord would have us unlock our affections more than we do. Mary unlocks her heart, she is not ashamed to do so. 

    DTIs Mary ready then for the winding staircase when she turns round and says Master? 

    WJHShe has put her feet on the upward steps, all being right on the ground floor with Mary. 

    GSWould you emphasise what you have said about contemplation? It is there the saints acquire holy sensibilities with a view to negotiating this spiral staircase. 

    WJHWhat thoughts must have gone through the minds of these heavenly visitors, for they knew much of the glory of Christ represented by His head. The Song of Solomon tells us His head is as the finest gold. They knew something of His feet  feet set on pillars of marble; yet such an one has been into the grave. 

    CGThe two disciples going back to their home miss this appearing. What have you in mind in relation to this? 

    WJHIt all intensifies the fact that nothing could satisfy Mary but finding the Lord, not even her home. The Lord is looking that nothing else contents till we find Him. 

    QuesI was wondering if we rightly partake of the loaf and the cup it would strengthen us to move upward from floor to floor. 

    WJHVery good. Take eat, the Lord says. The bread is to strengthen the heart; the affections strengthened thus so that we can begin the ascent. Mary was ready for this so that she turns round. The Lord says Mary. He is not on the ground floor but on the resurrection platform; she is to learn she cannot have Him back again in flesh and blood. What a moment, however, when she recognises Him as risen! 

    CDDoes the Lord recognise her on this upward movement in that he addresses her personally Mary, not Mary Magdalene? 

    WJHShe will never be Magdalene in the resurrection world. She is Mary now, everything is on another level, including her knowledge of the Lord. 

    ETI was wondering what could correspond with the Lord saying Mary? Would we get the sense as together that the Lord addresses us in a particular way? 

    WJHWe get the sense that He has come in  a wonderful moment. He has come; He is not present in that sense when we come together, but there is a moment when He comes in, the saints know it. 

    ETIt would be unmistakable to one who loves Him. 

    GHThe entrance to the middle floor was on the right of the house. When the Lord addresses Mary by her own personal name, is she at the entrance then to the middle storey? 

    WJHYes. She is arriving there. When we come in touch with the Lord risen, we are at the second storey. The Lord assembled thus with them during forty days. Every day of the forty the brethren would come together looking for the Lord to come in as the risen one, they learn thus to know Him as beyond this scene. 

    TEIt says He appeared unto them living for forty days. 

    WJHNot living in the old conditions, but living and who would have missed one of those forty days? 

    TEThose forty days will carry right through to the end. 

    WJHThe forty days establish the reality of His resurrection and power to disclose Himself to them. 

    CGIn temple service it might suggest we touch the resurrection sphere in our movements before we move to the heavenly sphere. 

    WJHSurely. There is this middle storey  the sphere of resurrection. 

    CPPDoes that stress the importance of a period after the Supper for contemplation of the Lord Himself personally and His greatness and His glory, prior to moving further? 

    WJHI am glad you have said that. The liberty now enjoyed to speak to the Lord for a time after the Supper has been a great relief to many. The Lord lost much prior to this and the liberty of many was taken away. The moment represented by the Lord saying Mary when she turns round and says Rabboni is not to be overlooked. It has been restored to us, thank God. 

    GADoes the scripture in Ezekiel link on with what you are speaking of? Therefore the house had width upward, and so ascended [from] the lower [story] to the upper, by the middle one (Ezekiel 41: 7  N.T.). 

    WJHIt is exactly the same thought transferred to the coming day. What an expanse resurrection gives you! No walls hinder the Lord then, He comes in, the doors being shut  there are no restrictions in the resurrection world, there are many restrictions here. 

    CDI was thinking of this matter of turning. We have it twice here. Mary turned backward, it says, and John in Patmos turned to see the voice that spoke. Is not that important for ourselves? Naturally we are facing the wrong direction. Blest Lord Thou spakest  that is what caused the turning. 

    WJHDo you not think her direction was right up to that point; her direction was towards the sepulchre, but once He speaks her direction is altered entirely, she turns round when she knows it is the Lord. When the Lord comes in, it is a matter now for Him to speak to us and its to speak to Him. 

    JDWhy does it say she said it in Hebrew? 

    WJHThe meaning of the word Hebrew is not quite clear but it is probably the language of the passer-over. She is now passing over  it is the language of one passing over from one realm to another  the language of Gods people, of course  not the language of the world. 

    CDIn her saying Teacher she is really ready for the next move. 

    WJHQuite so. She is now ready to be instructed how she may pass to the third floor. 

    AHSThe second floor is the enjoyment of relationship with Christ as Head. Christ as the risen Man, not yet the ascended One. 

    WJHYes. As risen in touch with His people. 

    GMcKYou were saying that the first floor to a certain extent is marked by restrictions. 

    WJHYes. There is more room as we move upwards. 

    GMcKBeing still in the world and knowing the meaning of the cross, we are restricted. As we meet others we have to be restrained, but as we touch the resurrection side we are in a large place. 

    WJHThat is it. A large upper room furnished. 

    GAHow can we be helped to get a touch from the Lord so that we may not stay unduly at this point and miss the third floor? 

    WJHThat is a wholesome exercise and I think what has been said touches it. Mary says Teacher. We have to be taught for it is a great matter how we are to go to the third storey. The Lord does not send the saints to glory, He brings them, He is with them and leads them. If He had sent them He would leave them, but it says Bringing many sons to glory (Hebrews 2: 10). The way God brings us to glory is by Christ being with us as leader. He brings us to God, He does not send us to God; He brings us to glory, and that is really the bearing of this message to Mary, Go to My brethren and say to them ‘I ascend to my Father and your Father. He associates them with Himself thus. 

    ABJIn connection with that, sometimes we get hymns addressed to the Lord as ascended in glory in the latter part of the meeting, and yet if we are assured that He comes to us, would He not remain with us? Would we not address Him as being with us, and not put Him at a distance, and through a hymn address Him as far from us? It is something we often notice amongst us. Could you help us? 

    WJHI think what was just said touched that point, that He is with the sons that are brought to glory. He does not send us to the Father, but He takes us as the One who ascends. 

    CDWill there be any difficulty if we come under His leading, giving Him His place, saying Teacher to Him? It is His matter to take us there. The One who said No man cometh unto the Father but by Me will surely take us there if we are subject to His leading, subject to His control. 

    LGLI rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah (Psalm 122). Lower down he speaks of Jerusalem, To give thanks unto the name of Jehovah! For there are set thrones for judgment, the thrones of the house of David. There seems to be an ascending line. 

    WJHIndeed. The thought of the Songs of Degrees is one of gradual ascent step by step. 

    JNGWould the recognition of the Lord as Teacher make room for a word from Him in view of movement? 

    WJHYes. That is instructive. He may help as to this matter of the third storey by a word of instruction from the Teacher, a word that will stimulate the brethren to go up. 

    WAThe Lord is seen standing in John 20; not sitting as in the thirteenth chapter. 

    WJHSitting involves a prolonged position, but standing is a temporary one in view of movement. A word sometimes definitely helps the brethren to proceed upward. What moments if we reach what is represented by the third storey! My God and your God I think is the highest spiritual elevation ever reached. The holy city comes from such a height, it comes down out of heaven from My God. 

    TFThe Lord spoke in the thirteenth John that they might have part with Him. 

    WJHHaving that in view He washed their feet so that they may be free to move on to what He says from the fourteenth to the seventeenth chapters  the Fathers house, and the Lord Himself speaking to the Father. 

    JSBYou referred to allowing our affections to be unlocked. In such a spiritual elevation there would be spiritual emotions and this might find expression in a more responsive amen. 

    WJHYes, indeed, a response much needed. The emotions of Mary are unlocked in her tears as missing the Lord; secondly they are unlocked on the second floor when she says Rabboni. Brief indeed, but what depth! The affections are unlocked in the third floor in the cry Abba, Father. It is a cry and a cry involves deep feelings in the heart. The Lord lifted up His eyes to heaven and said Father (John 17: 1). 

    CPPDoes the thought of brethren belong to the second floor and is an apprehension of the truth of that a necessity before we can approach the Father? 

    WJHI think on the second floor you get the saints relations with Christ well established in the heart, and His personal glory. Colossians unfolds this. What a theme to fill our hearts! But Ephesians speaks of the God of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Father of glory. 

    VTSDo we get the Lords desire for us to move up to the third storey as He says to Mary Touch Me not? 

    WJHQuite so. She for the moment would have liked to retain the Lord on the ground floor, but even the second floor is not the final thought. There is still a higher realm. He would have us know that there is still another realm. Go tell my brethren, I ascend to my Father and your Father and my God and your God. 

    CDIn Kings the third floor is seven cubits broad. 

    WJHSeven is finality and completeness. We come to the great terminus of Gods thoughts in the third storey. 

    GAThe seventeenth John would give us an impression of my Father and your Father. What had you in mind as to the further thought my God and your God. 

    WJHMy impression is the thought My God and your God brings before our hearts what has been called the border of the infinite. Beyond that elevation is the realm of the infinite, far above all the heavens. There is a realm above the third heaven which no creature can enter, but I believe My God and your God presents the highest conception of God that can ever be known in any measure, by men. 
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    THE PART THE BRIDE HAS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD (JT 46)

    Exodus 18:1 - 6; 1 Samuel 25:2,3 1 Samuel 25:39-42; 1 Kings 7:8

    JTWhat is in mind is to dwell on these scriptures as typically indicating how the assembly as the bride of Christ has part in the service of God. There are several other types of the assembly in these early chapters of the Old Testament, but these are selected because they show the relation of the assembly to Christ as charged with the service of God. This could not be said of Adam, or even of Isaac; Moses, David and Solomon have peculiar relation to the service of God, and the assembly is seen typically as the bride or wife of each of these men. The assembly is seen otherwise in these sections also, for the tabernacle itself is a type of the assembly, and so is the temple, but it is the marital relation, and how far it enters into actual assembly service, that is in view now. 

    JHTWould you say what specific phase of the service these three men, Moses, David and Solomon represent? 

    JTWell, the service of God is formally introduced to Moses by Jehovah even before the exodus, the deliverance out of Egypt. Jehovah said that His people, Israel, should serve Him at Horeb, so that it was a leading thought as to the divine needs in the exodus. Following on that the word to Pharaoh was that he should let Jehovahs son (Israel) go, that he might serve Him, and the idea of authority enters into the position of Moses as he was the mediator of the covenant, typical of Christ as Mediator of the new covenant. What is stressed is subjection to the authority of God in him. The assembly is seen not as in any particular personal attractiveness, in fact Zipporah scarcely suggests that; it is the bare thought of the wife; her name is only mentioned once, and the word wife three times, I think, in the passage; whereas her father, or Moses father-in-law, is mentioned a great many times throughout the chapter. 

    FWDo you suggest that Moses learned the features of subjection from Jethro, who is very prominent in this chapter? 

    JTWell, the word father-in-law is the prominent word as to Jethro; there is something in what you say, and we should therefore consider the history of Moses up to this point. I think he had learned subjection before he met Jethro, at least in the sense that he sat by a well; he had been a man reliant on his own ability, but now he typically recognises that the well is a source outside of himself, but which, in type, would be inside of himself, that is the Spirit. I think your suggestion is good, because his continuance with Jethro denoted that he was already subject, and was content to dwell with the man, as it says. The experience of forty years in such circumstances, however, must have greatly augmented the idea of subjection in his soul, for he dwelt with the father-in-law, but it was in law, and such authority has peculiar force, which is sometimes irksome. 

    FWMore so than that of your own father, I suppose. 

    JTI think so, but the relations between them evidently were good throughout, none of the bickerings and irritabilities that usually come up between sons-in-law and fathers-in-law, and daughters-in-law and mothers-in-law seem to be present here; the relations seem good throughout; and although Jethro was a Midianite and would have but little in common with Moses, an Israelite, yet Moses influence for good seems to have had weight with Jethro; that is, he influenced him Godward, according to what we find recorded in this chapter. There was evident formation in him, for it is said Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and to Israel his people; that Jehovah had brought Israel out of Egypt. He heard that, and then we are told later, And Moses told his father-in-law all that the Lord had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israels sake (verse 8). Then we are told, And Jethro, Moses father-in-law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses father-in-law in the presence of God (verse 12). So it is clear that there was some formation with Jethro, and in fact he is a priest himself here as offering sacrifices in the presence of God and eating with Moses and Aaron and the elders in the presence of God; another thing is that verse 7 says, And Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, and did obeisance, and kissed him; and they asked each other after their welfare; and went into the tent. It does not say his wife and children, but his father-in-law, and he did obeisance and kissed him. The facts would bring out that whilst Moses must have learned subjection, as it is said of Christ that He learned obedience by the things He suffered, Moses learned also in his experience with such a man over him, a foreign element to begin with; but evidently Moses prevailed, and his influence prevailed. God was working, and there was evident formation in the father-in-law and a link of affection between him and Moses; the wife is still there, but that is all; there is nothing said about her at all beyond that she is there, as if at this stage of the progress of the truth of the service of God it is just the thought of the assembly as in Romans. 

    WLWhy is subjection prominent in Moses at this stage of his history? 

    JTI suppose to bring out the type, as it should be, because subjection is really learned in Christ Himself. We learn it in Christ, not that He ever needed to be subjected, but the idea of subjection is proper to Christ, and will be eternally, and moreover it is proper to the assembly as a principle, for the assembly is subjected to the Christ; it is the position she is set in. It qualifies Moses for the insistence on Gods behalf of subjection in the subsequent instructions. 

    ELMI would like to ask, Is there anything in the way of ministry suggested in Jethros movements that should have a place amongst us in view of the service? Would you look for anything in the way of a spiritual touch that would bring this character of the assembly before us in view of the service? 

    JTMoses was himself in subjection, as we have been saying, and Christ, as become Man, is in subjection. The fact that it is said, He learned obedience (Hebrews 5:8), is not simply that He did not know it morally, or that there was any insubjection in Him  God forbid that there should be such a thought  He learned it as something that never came into His status before. He had taken up a position He had never had before, so that He learned it experimentally in that way, that is all, and it is in Him that we learn subjection. The prophets, and the Psalms and the New Testament show that the Lord was pre-eminent in it, He was there under His Father, and whatever His Father did, He did, and He did only what His Father showed Him. I think that comes into the service of God as we are together, everyone of us, each of us is subject according to the teaching of Romans. Chapter 6 brings out how we are to be subject, and so we sit down together in assembly as subject, and as under the Lord. No one can say, Lord Jesus except by the Spirit; the condition of the saint is such that the Spirit is free to be in power in him in saying, Lord Jesus. There is nothing so abhorrent to God either in individual christians, or collectively, as insubjection, for nothing can be done, the Spirit is hampered and hindered save as there is subjection. 

    JHTThe disciples in the hour of the sorrow of Jesus would never forget the supreme lesson of obedience as the Lord said, Father ... not my will, but thine be done (Luke 22:42). Would that help them in their service later? 

    JTYou may be sure they had heard such words before, because we have instances of the Lord speaking to His Father, but there was much of it of course that is not recorded, so that in 1 Corinthians 11, in view of the assembly being introduced to celebrate the Lords supper, we have the great thought of subjection, that is the head of the woman is the man, and the head of the man is Christ, and the head of Christ is God, that is subjection, and that implies authority from God to Christ, and from Christ to the man, down to the woman. 

    EGThe Lord Jesus was in subjection to His parents at the early age of twelve. 

    JTQuite so. 

    AHGWould the idea of the wife be one who is brought in a peculiar way to appreciate the features of her husband, and in that way to be formed by them? 

    JTWell, that comes into the subject, I am sure; there is nothing of it so far as I know, in Zipporah. I mean that side is not stressed in her at all. Indeed what is said of her earlier would rather indicate the opposite, but still she is the wife, and she is so introduced here, just as his wife. But what we shall see later in Abigail is formation; she represents the assembly on that side. Pharaohs daughter, of course, is Pharaohs daughter, that is all; we do not know what her name was, nor her character, but there is enough said to indicate that she is a type, just a type or suggestion of Solomons wife as in relation to the great matter on hand. 

    QuesIn connection with Zipporah in verse 21 of chapter 2 it just says Jethro gave Moses Zipporah his daughter, without saying as wife. Would it appear to be the thought of our acceptance of what the Lord gives us here? 

    JTI think that is what the chapter means. What Moses had learned already shines at the outset, and then he came into circumstances that would help him on these lines so that he is subject, and even in regard to his helping the seven daughters to water their flocks. They did not seem to have any interest, their father says, Where is the man? Why did you not bring him?. There is nothing to indicate anything particular in Zipporah; it is to bring out what Jethro was, and the formation seems to be in him here, so that if we apply it to the brethren sitting together in assembly it would mean that our link with Christ is assembly-wise, but that the formation must be in us individually, not in an abstract thought which Zipporah represents here, but in ourselves. It is the in law matter, the link between Moses and Jethro, and it is successful. The work is going on, he is a different man from what he was. The wife is there, as representing the truth, an element of truth, but he is the active one. 

    WIs that why here it says her two sons and the names are in regard to his experience? 

    JTI think that is good, there is nothing at all said about her; it would indicate I think that we are just looked at as christians, as believers, in this early stage as set together, but the idea of the church is there; yet the formation is in Jethro and the sons are simply to reflect something in Christs heart, strangership and the power of God. 

    WLDoes it suggest all the potentialities that the Lord saw in the assembly when He took up this place of subjection but that are not yet manifest as suggested in the term wife? 

    JTI think that is a good suggestion, because He saw that; He saw something in the disciples, they were very poor we know in their response to Him, but He would look at them as you say according to what they were potentially. The parable in Matthew 13 would show that He found something; the man is seen as finding a treasure; He hides it in the field and buys the field so as to have a right to it, which would mean He got the assembly out of it. Then the next parable is that He was looking for goodly pearls, as if the Lord was looking for the best He could get, not simply something found, but looking for the very best obtainable, goodly pearls, and He found one of great price, which would I suppose be a further thought, the power the Lord had of abstraction, in looking at things abstractly to see what He would ultimately have in the disciples. 

    GEEWould the references to in the Lord in the commendations in Romans 16 involve a measure of spiritual formation on the line that you are speaking of? 

    JTI am sure that is right. The whole list of salutations would bear that out; Paul speaks of some, who were also in Christ before me (verse 7), that would mean that they had the advantage of certain formation, because in the history that preceded Paul saw that those men had the benefit of it, an advantage that Paul had not had. 

    JHTBut if the type of Zipporah is filled out in Romans and Corinthians what epistle should we go to for formation? 

    JTI think there is formation in Romans; there is formation in Jethro. I was thinking there is formation going on; if you were to ask Jethro, of course he would not know, but the facts related indicate what there was, he is offering sacrifices and rejoicing in the deliverance. That is an initial state of things, but still it is remarkable that he is so joyful about the deliverance of Israel, and that he knows God now, and he offers sacrifices. Does not Romans contemplate all that, for instance that we present our body a living sacrifice? In fact, we yield ourselves to God. It would seem to me that Jethro represents that side here, it is initial, but he is coming into the knowledge of God and he is subject, and moreover he is able to give Moses very good advice. I do not think you get proper formation here or in Romans either, but you get it in individuals; the apostle is not able to say to the Romans, Ye are body of Christ he just says, We, being many, are one body in Christ (chapter 12:5). The status is clear, as he says to the Corinthians, Ye are babes in Christ (1 Corinthians 3:1); the position is clear, but there is very little formation. 

    DIs that the thought in the sixth verse, I ... am come to thee, and thy wife and her two sons with her? Would that indicate that there is something in view of development? 

    JTI think there is a great vista opening up now with these elements: the recognition of the strangership of Christ in the son Gershom, and the power of God in the other son Eliezer, and then the wife, for after all the marriage relation as entered into is all potential. What the persons are has to be worked out in this new relation; it is not what I have been, it is what I am in the new relation, and that is what comes into mind here, the new relation is just touched on in Romans. It says we should be to another, even to Him who is raised from among the dead; that is the marital relation, and it is just touched on. 

    JHTYou said at Bristol some years ago that Zipporah was suggestive of the church in her public unloveliness. What is the next feature? In which epistle would formation come in in a collective way? 

    JTI think what I alluded to there was the Cushite woman, but she links on with Zipporah. I think 1 Corinthians is really a counterpart of Romans; it is a collective way of presenting individual christians as seen in Romans, although Romans, as was remarked, contemplates us as one body in Christ. Paul said to the Corinthians that he had to treat them as babes, but babes in Christ, they had christian status but very little formation; hence the ugliness that is depicted in the first epistle, inclusive you might say of both Zipporah and the Cushite woman. Romans I think is peculiarly Zipporah, because the marital relation is touched on; 

    it is an element, a formative element too, already in the mind of faith. 

    ELMWhatever formation might follow the status would not add much, I judge, to the status that is there for all saints. 

    JTFormation does not affect that status at all; that is a comforting thing. The in Christ in Romans and Corinthians gives us the status, the smallness of formation does not affect that; it affects our enjoyment of it of course, but it does not affect the status itself, which is very comforting. 

    JMcKIn this first scripture is there a suggestion that the Lord has long been deprived of what is marital; apparently there had once been the enjoyment of it, and there had come a dissolution. Would that be seen in church history? 

    JTThat may be in church history, quite so, but she was sent back for a purpose, it says, and after he had sent her back he had been deprived; she had been away during the exodus; of course that would give her an opportunity now of more definiteness and distinctness. Perhaps we ought to be reminded that even the youngest believer sitting down at the Lords supper ought to have some little understanding of his relation to Christ, that he is to be to Another, even unto Him who is raised up from among the dead. 

    AHGDo you suggest that some progress or formation in the marital relation is necessary in view of the service of God? 

    JTWell it is, and that is what I hope we shall come to. We do not get the full result in Moses. We do not get more than we have here, as far as I see it, but when we come to Abigail we get what fits in with the second part of the service of God, namely the Davidic part, a part that attaches to David, Christ. It is David rejected of course, but still he stands out as the one who inaugurates the service of God in its heavenly character. It is the heavenly side that we get in David and Solomon and I think that is where Abigail comes in, first in her understanding, then her beauty, then the comeliness, that agility with which she responds to David as the marriage is proposed. I think all that fits in with assembly service as we are entering on the heavenly side of it. 

    ETSIs it your thought that the Zipporah side should come in as we come together to break bread? 

    JTI think so. That is what I had in mind, that the youngest believer ought to have the sense that he is to be to Another. There is that idea; we enter on a collective position; we cease to be so many individuals, and I think in the loaf there is a thought that the Lord has devoted Himself to us, and that we are to be to Another. It is just that, even to Him who is raised from among the dead. It is the immediate transition that is alluded to, to be to Another, So that, my brethren, ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit unto God (Romans 7:4), and immediately you get this, that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter. 

    QuesDo you intend us to understand from Exodus 18 that while assembly relationship is recognised the prominence of Jethro is to emphasise the importance of subjection as approaching the service of God? 

    JTThat is what I have in mind. Subjection and initial formation. As you have been remarking Jethro takes great pleasure in what God has done for Israel, and he is now coming into it himself because he says, Blessed be Jehovah, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians ... Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods (Exodus 18:10,11). He is delivered from idolatry, which is very important. 1 Corinthians 10:14 stresses that, that we are to be free from idolatry, Flee from idolatry the apostle says. That is what I was thinking of, do you think that is right? 

    RemYes, I just wanted to be clear. I gather that the marital idea you were emphasising is not developed, but rather that the moral conditions which are suggested in Jethro would prepare for a full part in the service of God. 

    JTI think if we follow that thought we shall get help, especially young christians. Jethro is evidently a subject man, and has come under the influence of God through Moses. In the next section of the chapter he assists Moses; then we find that Israel in the beginning of chapter 19 is directly in the presence of the mountain of God, where they were to serve Him. Now we are ready for service. It says Israel encamped there before the mountain. We have an allusion to the time which elapsed since they left Egypt, three months; then their departure from Rephidim is mentioned, alluding typically to their having received the Spirit although it is not stressed; it does not say they drank the water, but still the idea is that the Spirit is already there. Rephidim and the period which elapsed since they left Egypt I think are elements that enter into the position. We are now ready for the service of God, so that it says Israel encamped there before the mount. It is their own action. Earlier Moses brought them and Jehovah commanded them to move, but now they are doing it themselves, meaning we are making headway. Then we are told that Moses went up to God and Jehovah called him. God now has to say to them through the mediator, as to what they are in His own mind, what Israel is to be to Him. We are made to understand now what delight we afford God, but all is to be on the principle of obedience; that is what chapter 19 brings out. 

    AIn verse 10 Jethro refers to the goodness of God to Israel. Would that be the element of unselfishness  important as bearing on the service of God? 

    JTQuite so. He is not thinking of any deliverance from Midian; he is clear of that, he is delighting in Jehovah, the God of Israel; it seems to me that it is a christian coming into the truth through Moses. Now Moses takes the initiative, and in verse 3 of chapter 19 Moses went up; it is Christs part now: the people are ready for service, but how are they to serve? Well, Moses takes the matter over; it must come under his hand, and that is what enters into the whole of chapter 19 until Moses leads the people out of the camp to meet God; that is a definite act of Moses, a definite movement. 

    WFIs there a further thought in Ephesians 5, where the assembly is subjected to the Christ? That would bring in formation, but it seems there is further development. 

    JTThe word subjected has to be noted. I apprehend that it is the divine mind for her. There can be nothing else; it is the divine mind for Christ, not that He ever needed it, but Christ is subject to God too. Then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection eternally (1 Corinthians 15:28), it seems to be that the mind of God has the whole divine realm in view. Individual members of the assembly may not be subject, but the divine mind is that the assembly is subjected, it is put in that position. 

    WFSo the thought of subjection is carried right through up to Christ, subject to the Christ, in Ephesians? 

    JTI think all this is very wholesome, and especially for young christians, because our minds travel faster than our feet, and the question is whether we will get any further light until we move in a moral way. 

    WDWould the end of Acts 1 fit in? I was thinking that the details and the time in connection with the bringing in of Matthias would teach them subjection, and then there is the question of this service. 

    JTExactly. You see it in the converts at the beginning; in Acts 2:42 it says, They persevered in the teaching ... of the apostles; that meant teaching that had authority in it. It was not simply Gods teaching, which of course has authority, but the apostles were the express representatives of God, in Christ, of authority, and all truly converted people recognise the necessity for obedience, and obedience to the truth, the apostles teaching. We learn everything from that; we cannot learn the apostles teaching from the Old Testament but we understand the Old Testament from the apostles teaching; that is how we understand the truth; we begin with the apostles, and of course that includes their epistles. 

    SMay I ask if the reason for the exhortation to Titus to ordain elders in each city was this matter of subjection and moral conditions? 

    JTThat is a very good suggestion; it would be better if you quoted from Acts 14, where the apostle Paul and Barnabas, at the end of their first service, chose themselves elders; the ones they would select must pass under their hands, under their judgment. They selected themselves elders in every assembly, not only in every city, because the time for the city had not come; it is rather the need of the little gatherings to come under the principle of rule. They can never be self-sustaining without it, so that the elders constituted them, as it were, self-contained  of course, I only mean in a relative way. The apostles selected the elders, not just old brothers, but selected persons; it is heavens choice and provision so that heavens rule may be in all these little gatherings. That is the idea; then Titus was to select them in the cities later, because the idea is progressive; the cities are places of testimony where God would have His base, and there must be elders, not simply one elder, but elders in each city. 

    But as to the matter of formation, Romans introduces the word in chapter 12:2: Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind; that is where it begins, in the mind. Then, of course, we have in the end of the book a reference to the mystery, which is an element introduced at Rome. 

    One can understand that spiritual brethren at Rome  there must have been a good few because there are so many mentioned by name  might ask, what does this last paragraph in this letter mean, this matter of the mystery? That of course lays the basis for Colossians and Ephesians; that is to say Christ is to come before us now in a new way; He is head of His body the assembly, in Colossians; it is what He is personally. The facts stated of Him make Him exceedingly attractive, the Father has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, a very attractive thought, the Son of the Fathers love. We begin to see Him now in a new light, and He becomes more and more lovely in our eyes; the Song of Songs enter into all this, showing the growing appreciation of the bride for the Bridegroom, how well she can speak of Him. I think Colossians is the epistle that helps christians on that line, and as Christ becomes lovely to us we become lovely to Him; that is how the matter stands in the Song of Songs. 

    FWAre you passing over now to Abigail? 

    JTYes, and so Abigail goes on to Colossians and Ephesians. The first thing mentioned about her is that she was a woman of good understanding. A wife will soon lose caste in the eyes of her husband if she has no understanding; understanding holds longer than any mere beauty or graces; it lasts to the end. 

    HDo we see in Abigail both the thought of subjection and formation? 

    JTI think she is a woman who has had a history as a wife. 

    HThe thought passes on to Colossians and Ephesians. 

    JTAs Jethro and Moses each had histories, Abigail had a history as a wife, how she developed with such a husband. What trials she must have had, possibly alluding to what the early disciples had to contend with from the Jews; the twelve apostles and their converts had to contend with this sort of churlishness from the Jews, such unreasonableness from the high priest and others. Well, they gained through it; it is that kind of formation developing into great wisdom, knowing what to do. 

    You can see how delightful they were to Christ in all their experience with the Jewish leaders: there is no resentment with them, no natural quarrelsomeness at all, they are subject in all they are going through, so that the Lord in time speaks to Saul of Tarsus and He says, You are persecuting Me. That is the Lord can call attention to these people as Himself; they were people that endured under these circumstances, and who were formed under them. He can call attention to them as showing the same graces that marked Him, as He suffered from the very same people, from the Jews. 

    ELMWould you think that the men that David sent to Abigail would bring in their service the character of ministry that enhances grace in the eyes of Abigail and that would correspond to the greatness of Christ in Colossians? 

    JTQuite so, the message was in the grace of Christ, you mean, but there is no response to it at all, that is, I suppose, Nabal is just a type of the Jewish element, or rather the Jewish authorities under which, you might say, the twelve had to serve. David sent and communed with Abigail, to take her as his wife. And the servants of David came to Abigail to Carmel, and spoke to her, saying, David has sent us to thee, to take thee as his wife. And she arose and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said, Behold, let thy handmaid be a bondwoman to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. Beautiful submission and humility mark her. And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five damsels of hers that followed her; and she went after the messengers of David, and became his wife. It seems a beautiful tribute in type to the saints in the early days in the Acts in the way they came to see that they were no longer subservient to the Jewish authorities in things relating to God, and how the graces suitable to them appeared, so that the Lord can speak of them as Himself; they correspond with Himself when He speaks to Saul, hence they are fit to be united to Him; that is where union lies, in what is entirely of Christ and suitable to Him. 

    JHTIs it a feature of the last days that in spite of the serious opposition, where there is a desire on this line the Lord will make a highway for ministry of this character? 

    JTI am sure that is right. You would like to see now in our service these graces that are seen in Abigail; she is, to begin with, a woman of understanding; that is most important, because it helps us in the giving out of our hymns and our thanksgivings, we are to know when to do a thing and how to do it. There is a time for everything, and then in doing it she is of a beautiful countenance. That is how we come under the Lords eye as formed in His own graces. 

    GEEWould this be the counterpart to the reference to David personally in chapter 16? 

    JTI think that is right. His name means beloved, of course, and his graces and beauty are depicted there, and now she corresponds. 

    FTSWould it be her commendation that she says, to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. Would she be on the line of John 13 there? 

    JTI think that is very good. You remember the qualifications of anyone put on the list of the assembly in 1 Timothy 5: a widow, not less than sixty years of age, the wife of one man, who has brought up children, who has washed the saints feet. She is suitable; that is beauty really; she adds to the assembly and is no charge to it. The assembly has a peculiar place in that scripture as to being charged: Let not the assembly be charged (1 Timothy 5:16). It is a remarkable thing that the assembly is under the Lords eye and it is not to be freighted with unnecessary things, because it loses its beauty if it is bowed down with such. So it is here that the graces of Christ in His service, and in every way, are to be reflected in the assembly. The Lord is pleased with us as we approach the heavenly part of our service; there is impulse given by the Lords delight in that, in what He sees in us. So that each has to have in his mind, Can I stimulate the Lord? We have the idea of this stimulation in the drink offering; it is what is delightful to the divine mind and it is an impulse of love. 

    AHGWhat would be the setting of Nabal here? Although Abigail was linked with such a man yet these features were being formed in her. 

    JTI thought as we were saying that it might be traced in the ministry of the twelve and the converts in the early chapters of Acts, because the Jewish element was still in control and had the husbands place. Romans 7 says she should be to another. We have been made dead to all that by the body of Christ, I think it is that sort of thing, churlishness; as Paul says their hand is against every man, they are like Ishmaelites, they are impossible; the Jewish element is impossible. The brethren were subject nevertheless; people went and dragged them out of their homes; Saul of Tarsus represented that element, an insolent, overbearing man who would go and drag women and children to the tribunals; that is the idea, but one day all that ceased. 

    EGThe same principle is seen in Hannah and Peninnah? 

    JTThat is beautiful, Hannah was formed under that influence. I believe when Paul heard the Lords voice, Why persecutest thou me?, morally that was the end of judaism; it awaited the destruction of Jerusalem, but that was the end of it morally. Those that were scattered at the persecution that arose in relation to Stephen went to different parts; they went everywhere preaching the gospel. They went as far as Antioch and Caesarea, but there was a serious salient left in the divine territory in the person of Saul, so that Acts 9 begins But Saul, as if to say in spite of all this activity, for in truth the saints (or Abigail) are escaping the influence of judaism. Had they followed the Lords word they would have left Jerusalem when Stephen was martyred, had they fully followed the Lords direction that would have been the end of that thing, the metropolitan influence that centred there. The persons remained there, and the scattered ones went on preaching, went out into the gentile world preaching, but a serious salient remained in the divine territory, and it is said in Acts 9 But as much as to say in spite of all this, there is this point where judaism still rules; it still rules in the person of Saul breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord. But the Lord says, I will bring him down; and that was morally the end of judaism. Sauls ministry was to take the saints out of all that and set them up in relation to Christ in heaven as the new Husband. The Lord brought that man down and the whole line is straightened out, and now there is movement forward. Judaism is left, I know it continued in detail, but the destruction of Jerusalem by God later brought it all to an end. 

    QuesIs it significant in connection with what you say that at that particular moment Abigail hasted? 

    JTThat is the sort of agility which reminds you of the hind of the morning; it is a feminine thought, it is the heading of Psalm 22, pointing to what Christ had in mind in dying, that He might have this agility of affection for Himself. She has it here. 

    Now as regards Pharaohs daughter there is nothing to say, we have the formation in Abigail; she represents the full thought, the wisdom and understanding and the beauty and the graces and humility and all that is proper to the assembly, but we must carry the thought on to Solomon because he is the counterpart of David, 

    for 1 Kings is the heavenly system of Christ in which he shines, hence the number of buildings, the house of Jehovah, the house of the forest of Lebanon, the house of Pharaohs daughter. It is all a question of glory, glory in display presently, and we come into that in our service, gradually we come up to the greatness of the heavenly thought, the glory of Christ in heaven, and all that, but we must have the assembly in its own distinction, that is a house for it. She is Solomons spouse; we have the very thought in Song of Songs 3:11: In the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart. All that enters into the assembly service. 

    QuesWould that peculiar place for the assembly be suggested at the beginning of John 14, I go to prepare you a place? 

    JTVery likely; it is the heavenly side of the position. These houses are interesting; it is not easy to place them, but to me the Fathers house is a great general thought, and then there is an individual place for each, He has gone to prepare you a place; it is like Solomon preparing a particular place for those of us who form the assembly. Is that what you have in mind? 

    RemI thought you were suggesting that there had to be a peculiar place for Pharaohs daughter. 

    FWAnd that place would indicate the preciousness of the assembly to Christ. 

    JTClearly, we cannot say anything about Pharaohs daughter personally, beyond that she is just a gentile, but that is the point, what Christ has from among the gentiles in the scene of glory; we do not want to deny Him that now. 
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    THE WATER OF PURIFICATION (JT 69)

    Numbers 19; 1 Kings 7: 23 - 39

    Comparison of the thoughts of the sea and the laver in 1 Kings, with what we find in Numbers 19, brings out the difference between what exists in the assembly viewed in its heavenly relations and what is provided for its members in the wilderness. In the former we have volume  the sea held two thousand baths, and the ten lavers each contained forty baths; the sea is stationary, the lavers are movable. Both the sea and the bases which sustain the lavers convey the thought of great ornamentation  richness of thought and feeling, love in the administration of cleansing; whereas in Numbers, instead of quantity we have running water; it is living, active, and we have ashes; the running water is put upon them for cleansing. 

    Consideration of these matters will perhaps help us, especially in seaside resorts such as this where we are now. Numbers has to do with our external movements, so we have much made of death  a dead man, a dead bone  and the need for cleanness because of defilement from these  not so much holiness as cleanness; we cannot have holiness without cleanness, but cleanness is not such a strong thought as holiness, but it precedes holiness. The latter stands in connection with our inward state and the other with our outward actions. The ashes are not said to be in a holy place, but in a clean place. A clean man looks after the ashes: they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall be put thereto in a vessel, verse 17. The priestly side is recognised in the beginning. The teaching here generally applies to the believer in his outward relations, and our outward movements should be kept clean enough not to interfere with our enjoyment in the place of privilege. It does not call so much for special spirituality; it is teaching intended to be intelligible to the youngest believer, so that each one should be clean. A clean person can serve God. Running water is suggestive of the Spirit  we must not grieve Him. 

    The ashes are the testimony to the death of Christ, in which He endured the wrath of God for us. The heifer was burnt outside the camp. It was a sin-offering. Eleazar was the acting priest, And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times: and one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn: and the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into the midst of the burning of the heifer. 

    These three things represent the world in its bigness, its littleness, and its glory. This is a special view of the death of Christ; it is for cleansing in the wilderness. It stands by itself. Aaron being still alive, Eleazar here represents the great spiritual element in the saints. The very colour of the heifer is peculiar  it is all a question of God maintaining the saints in affection for Himself in spite of defiling conditions of the wilderness through which we pass. The female here denotes that love in relation to the sanctuary is to be maintained in the saints. 

    Why is it a red heifer? Red is a noticeable colour  it is not so dazzling as scarlet, but it attracts the eye; it alludes to Christs distinctiveness as in this world. The Lord was distinctive here. Whether you are on the beach or in the water, you must be different from other people. The Lord was always different. 

    We should note particularly the distinction between Numbers 19 and 1 Kings; in the latter we have the greatness of the volume of the means of cleansing. The ornamentation is on the bases of the lavers  what wealth is provided for the saints in the assembly in its heavenly relations! 

    We get in 2 Corinthians the saints espoused as a chaste virgin to Christ; so it says, in 1 Corinthians, such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, chapter 6: 11. In Ephesians it is the washing of the assembly as the object of Christs love  that is the heavenly side. What thoughts Christ would have of the assembly in thus serving her! All these are denoted in the ornamentation of the sea. The Lord would flood our souls with these great thoughts of what He thinks of us, as He cleanses us. 

    Upon which never came yoke, Numbers 19, illustrates that the assembly is completely for another. We are delivered from the law by the body of Christ  He never came under the yoke. The assembly viewed abstractly has not come under the yoke, but severally we have come under it. How thoroughly different from all others the Lord was in this world! How easily we come under worldly influence! The gracious provisions for cleansing are most encouraging. 

    You have not to go to a specially spiritual brother. Of course the priest must be there, but if anything happens to you the ashes are available to yourself. Any christian who has the Spirit can apply the means of cleansing seen here, A clean man shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and sprinkle it on ... him that hath touched the bone. It is just a clean person who serves, not one of the sons of Aaron here. This makes the means of cleansing more available. 

    Peter appropriated this means of cleansing in his own experience  when he remembered the word of the Lord he went out and wept bitterly. Mark tells us this. The Lord did not look on Peter in Mark. The word affected him. Any of us should be able to remember the word when we get defiled. In this chapter God graciously makes things convenient for a low state of spirituality. You can act for yourself and judge yourself at once even when there is no priest available. Thus the ashes are just in a clean place, not in the tabernacle. 

    A meeting like this is more than a clean place  two or three brothers or sisters speaking together in a holy way create a clean place. In this way it is possible to establish in the most ordinary circumstances conditions in the wilderness which make us superior to it. 

    The ashes witnessed that the fire had been effective; the scarlet and hyssop and cedar wood had all been consumed in the burning of the heifer. It is a sin-offering; it is burnt outside the camp. I am liable to act as others around me if I do not observe these principles. 

    The name Eleazar fits peculiarly here: it means the help of God. 

    As springing from the priestly stock, spiritually we can shed this influence, compare Galatians 6: 1. Saints coming in contact with one another can create a clean atmosphere. We can be in places and do things that others are doing, but we can do them differently, that is, after the pattern of Christ, and hence be a testimony. 

    Be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, Romans 12: 2. The difference works out from the mind. What is depicted here is for the mind to contemplate  the way the Lord went into death to close up for the glory of God mans world. 

    The cedar wood, the scarlet and the hyssop all have to be burnt  they mark what I am naturally. Even the priest is defiled by the burning of the heifer  it is to stress that sin is so bad  and the Lord Jesus was made sin for us. So I am not to find five minutes self-gratification in what put Jesus on the cross. 

    The contagion of sin is emphasised here; but the water of purification is ever available for us, and we find it practically among the saints  it is the superior thing  the testimony of the death of Christ that God has established in us by the Spirit. 

    A day is mentioned here, and three days and seven days. There is a thought of a penalty. Scripture does not dwell on penalty in this sense, but you cannot shake off defilement in a second. You have to go through the needed exercise. 

    There is however a death penalty attached to the disregard of this cleansing, verse 13. It is not on account of getting unclean, but on account of neglecting to use the means of cleansing. It is judging yourself, but it is more than that  there is a process to go through. Peter went out and wept bitterly, but he was not really cleansed till the incident in John 21. 

    A defiled person not only affects himself but also those he comes in contact with. It is the contagion of the thing that is emphasised. How very strong the judgment is! He shall bring it outside the camp, and one shall slaughter it before him. 

    The blood is not taken into the sanctuary, but sprinkled before the tent of meeting. It refers to that side of the sin-offering that is within the range of my apprehension in these circumstances. The further into the sanctuary I go the deeper my apprehension of the death of Christ is, but what is done outside is seen by all  God graciously comes down to a low state of soul. It is not dependent on my depth of knowledge; by faith I see the blood has been applied. I am fit for approach though my stature may be small. Therefore there may be things we go on with for years and have never understood their character, but they may be dealt with before God when it is perceived. A sin of ignorance is a sin nevertheless, and must be judged when it is perceived. 

    As one gets older and reviews ones past actions one realises that they were more offensive to God than the believer judged them to be at the time of committal. As we walk with God our sense of holiness and corresponding judgment of sin increases. 

    The sense of divine forgiveness makes you feel that you will never forgive yourself, and the more you have been forgiven the more you love Christ. The woman in Luke 7 had a terrible history, but she loved much because she was forgiven much. We may say she took account of the red heifer; she saw that Christ was different from everyone else, and said, I would like to be like Him. 

    We should notice here the remarkable place that deadness has  the dead body of a man that is dead. Coming in contact with a dead bone, we might say, is unavoidable; but what does it mean spiritually? Why should I be in the place of the dead? Christians do not die, compare John 11: 25, 26. Why should I be among those who do? 

    The heifer would bring in the thought of tender sensibilities with us, and if I have been in association with a man who is overtaken by the judgment of God, I have not had those sensibilities. He knoweth not that the dead are there, Proverbs 9: 18. Who are the people who are liable to death? Not christians  we belong to the living. 

    The man slain in the open field suggests a wide thought. The christian can find no excuse for contact with him. Why should I be there? He has died by violence. I belong to the realm of peace. 

    The general thought of female creatures for offerings is of affection. All here has to go: from the great thing, the cedar, to the small thing, the hyssop; both are objectionable. 

    The other side of the truth, in Kings, is glorious. You are in the realm of the heavenly order of things. Its greatness is even an incentive to keep you clean. 1 Kings promotes a moral elevation. 

    John 13 accords with this line: part with me. 

    The sea, according to Chronicles, held three thousand baths; it is the thought of its capacity; but we see from Kings there were at least two thousand all the time  there is plenty of water. 

    There are ten verses of description of the bases of the lavers, stressing their beautification. Then they have wheels  love uses this convenience to bring them to you  they are moveable. God is so concerned about the matter of cleansing that He has provided all this. The oxen under the sea speak of the patience of Christ in maintaining the means of cleansing. 

    The ten lavers suggest the sense of the responsibility which love would maintain. While there is plenty of water there, some may neglect it. So the laver must be wheeled to such, If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one anothers feet. He would go round to the disciples and wash their feet (John 13: 14)  love was acting. The lily blossoms suggest purity and life. The colocynths suggest beautification. This glorious heavenly system is full of holy dignifying thoughts. The very thought of coming to a meeting like this makes one feel differently  the thought of belonging to a system like this in Kings is in itself purifying. These ornamental features are to promote holy, heavenly sentiments in the saints. The whole system of things under Solomon in Kings is intended to promote spiritual elevation and refined sentiments. The sea is on the right side. This may suggest fortification against special pressure. The right side was the north. 

    One great thing in ministry is to bring the saints into an understanding of their calling. It has a very purifying and dignifying and refining effect. The bases of the ten lavers are in keeping with the magnificence of the place  the setting of the water of purification. You do not take the laver and carry it away from the bases; you will affect the man you would serve if you take all these beautiful things to him. This is the grand system of things we are connected with. Peter and John say, Look on us  the ornamentation was there. The person who takes the water is to enhance the thing; he suggests the greatness of the system. Wheels suggest power to travel easily in love; there is no fuss religiously. 

    The Lords movements in John 13 exemplify what we are saying, He ... laid aside his garments. He is not standing over His own as an official, but as one lower than they are. He is serving in holy moral dignity. The height of a wheel is a cubit and a half; it corresponds with one of the measurements of the ark; the half means that there is always more. If you are going to help a soul, whatever you may take there is always more than that, for love never fails. 

    The wheels would be well oiled  there would be no creaking! You would not seek to make out that it has cost you a great deal to come to a man to help him. 

    We should weigh over the apparently complicated description of the bases. I do not suppose we shall ever understand them until we correspond with them. 
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    CLEANSING (JT 91)

    John 13:2 - 11; 1 Kings 7:23 - 39

    These scriptures deal with the thought of cleansing, which may be considered as a great service. However spiritual we may be and apparently free from all blame, the need of cleansing is constant. The passage in John 13 furnishes us with the full spiritual thought involved in the Old Testament scripture and stands at the threshold of the house. The Lord in the succeeding chapters is furnishing instruction for us as to the Father and our part with Him in relation to the Father, and so the section in 1 Kings helps to amplify the truth of John 13 because it shows how much water there is, how plenteous it is. The lavers are portable, so much is made of the bases of the lavers. It may be helpful to consider it because it has in view those of us who would use water to help others. The sea is that each might help himself, cleanse himself from all filthiness; the sea is stationary whereas the lavers are portable, having wheels. 

    You will observe that the sea is a large containing vessel that held 2,000 baths, suggesting the plenteousness of the water. It is on the right side of the house over against the south, it would be where it would be needed. It is said elsewhere that the priests washed in it. Sometimes God has to allow things to happen to remind us of the need of carefulness, the need of washing is always present. The sea means there is plenty of water for us to be used. 

    Attention is called in John 10 to the place where John was baptising at the first. The Lord went there where John baptised first, and many believed on Him there. I suppose the waters of Jordan are the best waters, there was much water elsewhere but where He baptised first the water was running. In John 13 the Lord brought water to them; wonderful grace that He should go on round the table carrying the basin all round. You may say, nobody comes to visit me, that means you are complaining, it does not excuse the brethren, but you are complaining and overlooking that there is the sea you can go to yourself, plenty of it. Having wheels  whilst you carry the water in love to a person who needs cleansing the element of judgment is with you, if you do not bring the brass with you you will not help them. This water should only be used by clean persons in one sense, it is not for the sinner, but for the christian. We have to learn everything from the Lord. The Lord after He served sat down, as I have done unto you John 13:15  it is example. First the sea is to be considered, abundance of water so that no one should assume to be unwashed or complain that the brethren are not helping, the water is there for yourself, plenty of it. When we come to the antitype the supply is infinite. The idea of the water is always present whether we are together or not. The water is for moral cleansing, there is no idea of its ever running short, it is infinite. The water is the moral side that one is purified in oneself from the influence of sin, there is constant need of it. The blood is applied once, it relieves the conscience, cleansing us from all sin, but the need of washing is constant. In 1 Kings you get a much greater description of these vessels than in Chronicles. Here it is typically the whole heavenly system with which we are connected, great stress is laid on building. Much is made of the house of God and what is inside it, specially the folding doors, as if we are reminded that God will have us near to Him; so He gives these instructions about the sea and the lavers. A christian should not be at a distance for want of water, there should be no stain upon us that would rob God. The wonderful patience in the divine system is borne witness to in the oxen bearing the thing day and night. All is borne up by divine patience. The whole divine system is marked by that, God waiting on us, providing for us. The Rock that followed them ... was Christ. 1 Corinthians 10:4. 

    Naamans servants helped him to get down from his high horse. He wisely came to it and used the water as it was, the most effective waters for cleansing. Naamans washing is more general than that we are dealing with; rather more the water in John 13. 

    There is enough to cleanse the universe but the application here is to a people who draw near to God. If we do not draw near to God we do not come into contact with these vessels at all. The idea is that in all our approach, whether personally or in serving, there is the need of the application of the water, however spiritual we may be, it must be constant. God is the judge of all, no one can escape that. Our God is a consuming fire. Hebrews 12:29. The Father judges no one, for that name gives more the side of grace and privilege. The type in Kings is so helpful, there is so much water, it is for all, the most spiritual have to wash. If you are a priest you will wash in the sea, you will not expect the brethren to do it for you. It is a large vessel, not a common thing, it is ten cubits from brim to brim, and five cubits high. This is no ordinary matter, it is a wonderful vessel and one that requires energy to get to. Ten always involves responsibility. 1 Kings 7:24 speaks of the ornamentation, denoting the power of life attached to this service; there is great moral elevation and beauty attached to it. 

    There were lions, oxen and cherubim in the construction of these vessels. The lion turns not away from any; if you go to a brother to help him you are apt to be timid. The cherubim is the well-known figure of the government of God  I am here in relation to the government of God. Then the palm trees would mean that you gain the victory. One finds in oneself a want of courage in speaking to the brethren, not in public but in private. The righteous are bold as a lion. Proverbs 28:1. The brass would mean the judgment of God has been executed in the death of Jesus. If you are in accord with the brass you show you are judging yourself and then you can be bold. 

    In 1 Kings we are in the presence of the great heavenly system of things; things are on a much wider scale. The tabernacle is a question of getting through, it is not the full thought of God in the wilderness, but provisional and therefore much more reduced. There was no cedar in it, only shittim wood, a wilderness thought. Here you have the cedar and all the great woods, it is a question of dignity as well as approach to God. When you have a fixed state of things which the temple means, you have largeness. Whilst we may have outward order we may be neglectful of the cleansing side. If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Although right outwardly we may be wanting inwardly as to this service and thus miss the enjoyment of our great privilege in the assembly of part with Christ. God is patiently reminding us of the sea so that you may never draw nigh to Him apart from the use of it. Bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:22. It can only be understood spiritually. It is the death of Christ maintained in spiritual power and reality among the people of God.. 
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    THE ADMINISTRATIVE FEATURE OF CHRISTIANITY (2) (JT 92)

    Romans 5:21; Hebrews 4:14 - 16; 1 Kings 7:6 - 8

    JTThe part of our subject occupying us last evening is found in the closing verses of John 3 and in chapter 4. The administrative side of the dispensation founded, as we noticed, in love. The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand. That is a great general statement covering the position. Then chapter 4 shows how the administration works out in those who are the objects of it. The woman of Samaria being representative of those who are serving, gradually comes to discern the Lord, saying, I see that thou art a prophet. And she makes inquiry about worship, which the Lord deigns to take up and enlarge upon as if it is part of the great general position in the dispensation. That is, not only is mans need met but Gods need is met in this present dispensation. The woman had a need, a great need. She had drunk deeply into this world, but thirsted again. The Lord speaks to her of water, that if one drinks of, he would never thirst. His need would be permanently met. It would be in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life, which would allude to his need completely met, and at the same time touching the need of God, so to speak. The divine need is seen in the Lords remarks about worship. The Father seeks worshippers. So that the need of man and the need of God are both met in the dispensation. And then the woman goes to the men of the city and says, Come, see a man which told me all things that ever I did: Is not this the Christ? She becomes a vessel of use in the administration. She has already in principle drunk into the living water, and now gives it to others. 

    Chapter 7 shows the fulness of this in the rivers flowing out. But she became part of the administration in conveying the thought of God to the men of the city, indicating that Jesus was the Christ. She had said He was a prophet, now she intimates that He is the Christ. She is functioning in the administration and functioning effectively. For the men are affected by what she says. They say, having come to Jesus, This is indeed the Saviour of the world. So that the administration works out in an ever-widening result in those who are the objects of it. They come into the thing, and their outlook is widened, in that they say, This is indeed the Saviour of the world. And in relation to all that, we have the disciples, the only known servants of God, ostensibly, as called out by Christ. They are not doing anything to further the administration. They had gone into the city to buy bread. Apparently they all went, and the Lord was left alone. So that He opens up a word that covers their position. The harvest was already in view and they were not reaping. They said, There are yet four months. But He says, the fields ... are already white, the point being, inasmuch as there was a harvest, there should be reaping. It is a word to all of us who are ostensibly servants and how we should be putting our hands to the thing that needs to be done. What is in mind now is to work out the features by which the administration is maintained. It is thought that we might look at the throne, a feature of the house, and at a later reading the priesthood  the advocacy of Christ. So that we will read first in Romans 5: 21; Hebrews 4: 14 - 16; 1 Kings 7: 6 - 8. 

    We have to look at the throne as conveying divine authority toward us and then in view of the gracious rule that is exercised; and as having a great high priest, we are to view it as something to be approached, with boldness ... that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help. That is, the throne as it is effective in us in subduing us becomes such that the sense of grace enters into our souls and we have liberty of access to it as a throne of grace. Romans teaches us the kingdom in this sense so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, Romans 5: 21. The water given according to John 4 has the same end in view. That is, it springs up into eternal life. It is something in us. Here the reign is with a view of eternal life, too, because subjection is acquired. God is not blessing man in relation to his own will. He is blessing us in relation to the subduing of our wills. So that the passage in 1 Kings intimates that having made the throne room, the porch of judgment which stood in relation to the house in which Solomon dwelt, he made, like to this porch, a house for Pharaohs daughter. The house where she dwelt was made like the porch. So that judgment  the will of God through judgment through the throne  is effective in the assembly. We have been subjected to the Christ. So there is the disallowance automatically of all our wills. The position of the assembly is subjection to Christ and where she dwells there is everything to denote that her house is according to the porch of judgment. So that that being understood there should be no exercise of our wills, particularly in the things of God. Whatever is manifestly of God is to be submitted to and acted upon, and if it requires sacrifice, sacrifice is to be made, so that it might be acted upon. 

    CAMI suppose Matthews gospel shows how necessary judgment is in connection with administration. That gospel seems to emphasise judgment. 

    JTYes. Say a little more about that. 

    CAMI thought it would be in line with this matter of judgment. I was impressed with it. I think we are conscious of it, that in connection with this wonderful administration, this matter of judgment seems to be a very important one. 

    JTI am sure it is important. The reference to it here in 1 Kings 7: 6 - 8, And he made the porch of pillars; its length was fifty cubits, and its breadth thirty cubits; and there was a porch in front of them; and there were pillars, and steps in front of them. And he made the porch for the throne where he judged, the porch of judgment; and it was covered with cedar from floor to floor. And his house where he dwelt had another court within the porch, which was of the like work. And he made, like to this porch, a house for Pharaohs daughter, whom Solomon had taken. I think that the gospel of Matthew is very much like the house made for Pharaohs daughter. It is made like the porch of judgment. 

    CAMThat helps us to understand why the assembly is treated of in such a remarkable way. 

    JTWell, she is to be heard in matters of judgment. She exercises judgment. Her house is of that kind, where she dwells. 

    QuesWhat do you think the porch of judgment is as connected with Solomons own house? 

    JTThat would be to connect where he dwells, too. So that 1 and 2 Corinthians work out the idea in the assembly. The assembly here has become part of the administration of judgment, as learning subjection. As I learn subjection, I become authoritative. As the assembly learns subjection she becomes authoritative. If I am lawless, I have no moral weight with others. 

    CAMYes. That is striking about 1 and 2 Corinthians. So that they both issue in life. I suppose that would be the outcome of all this. 

    JTQuite so. The throne looks out into eternal life. None of the blessing is attached to us in insubjection. 

    QuesDo you regard the Lords word to the disciples in John 4 as to their will? My meat is to do the will of him that sent me. 

    JTThat is the line we are speaking of. 

    QuesWere they outside of the will of God in what they were doing? 

    JTI think they were. They could not have been in the will of God because they left the Lord alone. He is carrying on alone. 

    RemTo take an indifferent attitude in relation to divine matters is bordering on this matter of looseness and will. 

    JTWell, I think the throne is taken up in John 14 in connection with the remnant position, although the dispensation began with it. He says, If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter. If a man love me, he will keep my words. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. I think the throne enters into all that, because the throne is a symbol of the divine will. It implies that God not only has a will, but He has the means of enforcing it. So that much is made of Solomons throne. And the prophetic word as to it is that it can be beautifully tempered. So that there can be no complaint of harshness. It said of the king prophetically in Deuteronomy 17: 14 - 20: When thou comest unto the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are about me; thou shalt only set him king over thee whom Jehovah thy God will choose: from among thy brethren shalt thou set a king over thee; thou mayest not set a foreigner over thee, who is not thy brother. Only he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor lead back the people to Egypt, to multiply horses; for Jehovah hath said unto you, Ye shall not return again any more that way. Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away; neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests, the Levites; and it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life; that he may learn to fear Jehovah his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them; that his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left; that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his sons, in the midst of Israel. I think in these verses we have prescribed what only finds a full answer in Christ. And when Solomon did reign he had this throne, a great throne, and a porch, which has a link with his dwelling-place, and Pharaohs daughters dwelling-place. So that the idea of rule is through the throne, permeating all. 

    ESIs there not safety to us under this rule? 

    JTThat is right. There was no adversary or evil occurrent. 

    CAMWill you tell us about this matter of the king. It looks forward to Solomons day and is fully seen in Christ. At the present time, this matter of kingly rule in the assembly, how do you look at that? 

    JTWell, there must be rule. 

    CAMWhat I meant was this: are we right in any way applying this to princely features amongst the saints, in connection with a royal priesthood? 

    JTI think it works out in connection with the princes. We get, generally, the thought that there must be rule. So that we see it in the universe. Everything is regulated by law or principle. The whole physical system hangs together that way. Well, God establishes a moral system that emanates from Himself. Then there must be rule. We are told a king shall reign in righteousness, princes shall rule in judgment (Isaiah 32: 1). So that the Lord in Matthew takes His seat on the mount. His genealogy comes down, so as to establish that He is of the royal line, Son of David, Son of Abraham. He takes His seat on the mount, and the disciples came to Him, and He sat down and taught them. There are several mountains in Matthew. This is the mount of authority. I say unto thee. 

    So that Jerusalem is the city of the great King. Pharaohs daughter is brought in. He is the true Solomon, and Pharaohs daughter is brought in as type of the assembly, in chapter 18, where she is to be appealed to. So that judgment works out from Christ, His throne, to the assembly. And hence she becomes a great agency in the administration. 

    AFMWe are exhorted in chapter 18 to tell it to the assembly. That would be, typically, Pharaohs daughter. Then as you read further, the porch for Pharaohs daughter comes last in this section, as if the work of administration were so far executed that it could be faithfully placed in her hands. 

    JTThat is important. It all works down into the assembly, into the hands of those who are patterned after Christ; and we see in the coming world of glory that she is the great centre and all law and rule radiates from her. She is learning now. 

    EPYe ... have obeyed from the heart the form of teaching into which ye were instructed, Romans 6: 17. Do the roots of this lie there? 

    JTYes. The form of teaching was obeyed from the heart. 

    EPI was thinking as you read Deuteronomy that the features of subjection are seen in the One who sat on the throne. 

    JTQuite so. Romans is to work out that principle. The principle of obedience is the basis of anyone of us coming into rule. 

    RSDoes the authority given the overcomer in Thyatira with regard to the iron rod work today in the assembly? 

    JTWell, exactly. The rod that the Lord uses to shepherd the nations. It is a benign, flexible rule, although it is severe. It is a rule that will not tolerate our wills. It is a benign rule, but there is nothing to legalise my will. The best way I can serve anyone is to overthrow his will. And, I believe, that is what is meant. To him will I give authority over the nations, and he shall shepherd them with an iron rod. It is a benign thing. It carries out the thought of shepherding. He commended that to Peter. But there must be no toleration of our wills. So that it says in chapter 12 that the male son should shepherd all the nations with an iron rod. It is no act of friendliness or kindness to anyone to legalise his will, or whether he can do this or that. The iron means that wills go. But at the same time, love is behind it. I want to shepherd everybody in what I am doing. 

    JSSo that the idea of shepherding would be completed. 

    RemAnd John 14 would be in keeping with the iron rod. He that has my commandments and keeps them .... It is like the iron rod. 

    JTYes. So that you can understand the rod being connected with the remnant in Thyatira. It represents that part of the churchs history which is connected with mans will recognised in religion. The Vatican represents the greatest organisation that there ever has been. It is a growth of centuries and human learning and experience made to serve this thing. So that mans will rules instead of Gods will. There is nothing benign about Romes will. God says, My will is not any more flexible, but My will will be exercised to shepherd people. The Pope is sitting in the chair of St. Peter. The symbol of office represents that shepherd service. But there is nothing of the shepherd in it. But the overcomer is given to rule or shepherd the nations with a rod of iron. The assembly is shepherding us all the time, though it will not allow our wills. The principle of eldership is to shepherd the sheep. 

    QuesWould you say that it was a very serious matter when Jehoshaphat let down the thought of administration for the moment in allying his throne with that of Ahab? 

    JTVery good, indeed. There were two imposing thrones and the servant of God has to face all that. And he asserts the throne of God. He says, I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, 1 Kings 22: 19. That is the one that prevails. 

    RWSWhat is broken in pieces? It goes on to say, as vessels of pottery are they broken in pieces, as I also have received from my Father. 

    JTWell, the shepherd is the point. We have to exercise rule of course. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus, 1 Corinthians 5: 4, 5. That is bringing up the flesh, but it is that the mans spirit might be saved. He is really being shepherded. If anyone were to go to him and say, Well, I think it was too severe, he would say, You are no friend of mine, because the shepherding was for the salvation of my spirit. 

    ANWWhat is saved must be subdued according to 1 Corinthians 15. And then the Son Himself will be placed in subjection. 

    JTDoes it not say that everything is subdued? So that the throne of God has got the whole power of God behind it, and can never be overcome. But you are exercised with a view of everlasting life. God has nothing but blessing in mind, however severe it may be. 

    RemWould Psalm 89 bear out what you say? Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of thy throne. And then in verse 29, I will establish his seed for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. If his sons forsake my law and walk not in mine ordinances ... Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes, Psalm 89: 29 - 32. 

    JTI am glad you called attention to that because it is a psalm of a very wise man. But not as wise as Solomon. Solomon was wiser. It shows that there was no rivalry or envy with him in the way he spoke of David. For he spoke of David in the main. It is one of the psalms of instruction, that we are to learn from. He is eulogising. He is speaking in the highest terms of the throne of David. All this enters into it. So that we may well observe what is said as you read it there. 

    McCI may be conscious that I am in the assembly but it necessitates my being subject to its authority. Judgment begins at the house of God. 

    JTJudgment there is not by the house of God. In Matthew it is by the house of God, that is, by the assembly. But Peter deals with the government of God, and he says it will begin there. Conditions would require that it should begin there, God judging amongst His people. God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints. 

    EPWould the porch of pillars suggest the maintenance of divine principles? 

    JTI think they do. They are distinct things to be observed. Your attention is called by the appearance of a pillar. So I think it is said there are steps. He made the porch of pillars ... and there were pillars, and steps in front of them. The idea is, apparently, that they were approachable. They are not beyond us. So that all are within our range  all these things. And there can be no doubt that the result of the working out of Pharaohs daughters house in Matthew and 2 Corinthians is not destruction but blessing. 

    EPDo you think the pillars would suggest that there is that around the throne that corresponds to it? Paul says, set those to judge who are little esteemed in the assembly. 

    JTWell, he has come into the system. As I am subject myself to the laws of the kingdom, I become a ruler. He that ruleth his spirit is better than he that taketh a city. Matthew requires that. I have influence over other people if I am subject myself. I have moral weight with others. And so we make disciples. So that you get a person as least esteemed in the assembly  let him be set over this thing. He is equal to the Supreme Court in Washington. He is capable of judging between brother and brother. I do not believe the ablest Chief Justice could adjudicate amongst the brethren. He that is least esteemed in the assembly  he can adjudicate between brother and brother. 

    CAMAs we come under this influence we are able to assert it ourselves. In the cross we get that princely condition. When it came to the cross, the Lord was princely in those surroundings. I meant that the most insignificant of us in coming near the Lord could become princely. 

    JTI am sure. So that we had yesterday how great a person a disciple is in Matthew  giving a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple. It is not that we want to deify one another, but to bring out the moral idea in judgment. If a man rules his own spirit he is better than he that takes a city; and he is qualified for a place in the house of administration. 

    RMDo you think that these pillars would preclude any thought of party spirit? They stood by themselves. They were governed by party spirit in Corinth. These pillars stood in relation to each other by themselves. 

    JTThat is a good remark. There were pillars and steps in front of them. They would represent principles. They would be approachable, accessible. They would certainly preclude all party action. They were viewed each in his distinction. 

    QuesWhy is it that the idea of being spiritual or a prophet as a result of keeping the commandments that Paul was speaking of, comes in at the end of the verses that deal with prophetic ministry? 

    JTYou refer to 1 Corinthians 14. Well, that is a test of spirituality. If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment. That is the test. The commandment is recognised. 

    RemSo that I can begin to see the place that the prophetic ministry has on the road to worship. But in between there must be this question of obedience come to light. I was thinking of what may appear to operate in a word of ministry. In the beginning of Ezra it speaks of the word of Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah. The children of Israel might have forgotten that word. God did not forget it. These things must be part and parcel of the whole system. 

    JTQuite. So that the Old Testament closes with a direct statement as to Sinai, where this principle of the throne and rule began. Remember the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel. That is laid down as unalterable. And then, Behold, I send unto you Elijah the prophet, Malachi 4. I think the Lord is constantly reminding us of this matter of prophecy. 

    RemI was wondering if the steps might connect with the prophetic side. That is, on the road to seeing the great pillars and entering the place where judgment is actually accomplished. Or is that carrying the thought too far? 

    JTEntering into the place of judgment? 

    RemYes. There are the steps up, which are evidently in front of the pillars, then the porch, then the throne. And what leads me to this would be prophetic ministry. 

    JTWell, the mind of God comes out in prophetic ministry. And, as is clear, the obedience must be present if we are to come into blessing. There must be submission. 

    CAMI think your reference to the end of the Old Testament is very good because this matter of the prophet was really making way for the throne. And then it refers to the hearts of the fathers being turned to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers. This heart-searching matter seems to be emphasised. 

    JTQuite. To have our hearts turned to our children. To have a right heart toward those who are to be influenced. 

    AFMThe reference you have made to 1 Corinthians 14 shows that a prophet was a spiritual person. 

    The great qualification would be that, to learn and give the mind of God. And such a person would recognise that this first epistle was the Lords commandment. Now, evidently there were those who took the place of being prophets who were not doing that. 

    JTThat is it. If I am a minister in any way, or assume to be spiritual, I must recognise the Lords commandments. I surely ought to be able to do that. 

    QuesDo you think that verse 38 which says, But if any be ignorant, let him be ignorant would apply to persons who disregard the word? It is not a question of inadvertent ignorance. 

    JTIt is a very remarkable word, and links on to Revelation where you get final judgment which is unalterable or irrevocable. This links on with 1 Corinthians 16: 22, where the apostle says, If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha. That would be final when the Lord came. But here he would go further. Here he says, If any be ignorant, let him be ignorant. Why should that be? That is a very sad thing. It is like apostasy in Hebrews. It is a fixed thing. It is impossible to renew such an one again to repentance. He had tasted of the good word of God and the power of it. He had tasted christianity with all its blessed features, and is calmly giving it up. It is impossible to renew him again to repentance. Let him be ignorant. That would be justice. It links on with Revelation. Let the filthy make himself filthy still. God says, I am going to leave that. That is going on to final judgment. That is a most solemn thing. I cannot allow my will because we never know when He will say that about me. We cannot point out a person and say that. It is something God knows. 

    RemIf it is an issue in the assembly, and the light of the matter is clearly shown and constantly shown, and a person says, Well, I do not see it, it may be that they do not want to see it. Any one of us doing that kind of thing may be on the road to this. 

    JTWell, it is a solemn fact. If I persistently refuse the light, God may say, Let him be ignorant still. Things happen, and you have to leave them. 

    RemWhen you sit next to a person who says he wants light, and you turn on the light, so to speak, and he still does not see it  would this be equivalent to the lack of the understanding heart you get in Isaiah? 

    JTThe solemn fact is that I may go on with my own will, and God may leave it at that. There is such a thing as that. 

    RemIs there a point where I cannot take it in any longer? 

    JTThere is such a thing as that. If any be ignorant, let him be ignorant. 

    JSIf therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness! 

    RWSI would like to ask if an assembly judgment can be wrong. 

    JTYou can answer that as well as I. You know that an assembly judgment can be wrong, and can be reversed. Leviticus 4 provides for that. So that the assembly can be cleared of the evil. 

    GFI wish you would go into that, the remark in regard to the reversing of an assembly judgment. 

    JTWell, if a thing is wrong, it is wrong. If all the assemblies in the world committed a judgment of it and it was wrong, it would still be wrong. God makes me feel that it is right by His presence. It helps me, like a covenant from God. It is to help me in my weakness, but I ought not to need that. If it is right, it is right; if it is wrong, it is wrong. 

    RemAnd so the house of Pharaohs daughter is not really displaying the idea of the porch of Solomon as of the throne. It says in Leviticus 4, if ... they have done somewhat against any of the commandments of the Lord concerning things which should not be done, and are guilty .... 

    JTYes, that chapter makes a gracious provision for it. So that an assembly or a priest or an individual should be released from the effect of it. It is a gracious provision. 

    CAMThat is what seems to make it so important that the kingly or princely element amongst us should retain these commandments  write them, keep them, and read them. 

    JTWell, I was thinking of that. The king was to make a copy of the law for himself. The priests are ordinarily the custodians of the law, but here is a man who makes a copy for himself. He is in a special place of responsibility. 

    CAMAnd that thing is existent and will be existent until we do not need it any longer. 

    JTQuite. 

    ANWThat is the standard. 

    JTWell, that brings up another matter. We must bow under what is right. And I am responsible to know what is right. Anyone can assert his will, otherwise. The door is open for a million judgments. I saw a letter carefully written the other day, in which the writer said that the brethren, of course, could only act according to their understanding of the matter. But is their understanding right? The law that the king writes for himself is the standard. My judgment is not the thing at all. There is such a thing as right. And I am responsible to know that. So that unless we bow to that, the door is open to everybody having his own will. Is it not possible for brethren to say, That is right? And if I dissent I am bound morally to show why  to show that there is something defective in it. If I cannot I am out of accord with all divine system. Why are you not satisfied? Can you not tell us? If you cannot tell us, say nothing and bow. 

    ASSo that having diverse judgments is nothing but Open Brethrenism. 

    JTQuite so. And that is what the enemy is seeking to do, that is the level that the enemy is constantly endeavouring to bring in amongst us  that I have a right to my own judgment. 

    RemIf a brother says, I do not just go with that judgment, that brother is really out of fellowship though he is still breaking bread. 

    JTHe is not functioning as to the system, if it is the assembly. That is in accord with the porch of judgment. I want to function in relation to the throne. And I must understand the throne. The will of God is to be understood. 

    RWSThat makes Josiahs action a spiritual one  when the book of the law is found, and all that follows. 

    JTWell, exactly. How he was affected by it! Now we ought to look a little at our approach to the throne. Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help. This is another side of the matter that we ought to understand, the idea of approach. I am not terrorised by it. 

    JSDoes the fact that sin having reigned and given place to the reign of grace, give rise to this? 

    JTThat is the thought. Sin has reigned, now God has set up a throne that is grace. And sin is not to have dominion over us because we are not under the law but grace, with eternal life in view. Hebrews takes up the throne in this way in relation to the great high priest who has passed through the heavens. 

    Having Him I can draw near to that. Here it is the throne. I have learned the power of grace in my soul. So that whatever need I have got I can ask. I can draw near with boldness. When Esther drew near she had to stand outside until the king held up the sceptre. But here you use boldness. The more liberty you take the better. 

    WNThe approach points toward the subjugation of my will. 

    JTWell, unless my will is subdued I cannot draw near. The thought of iron is there, too. 

    ANWMercy in need, and faithfulness when we need subduing. 

    JTYes, indeed. The idea of faithfulness must be always present. Even though I am subdued, I must search my heart lest there be a selfish thought there. 

    CAMThis great priest was really on the throne. 

    It says that it is Jesus, the Son of God. As if there was not a single object to deter us. 

    JTQuite so. It says He is sitting as a priest upon His throne. 

    AFMSo that the affections are set. Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help. Grace is enthroned and if we approach, we prove the value of it. 

    JTYes. We get the sense of who the Person is, that great High Priest. The official side is in mind here. He has passed through the heavens. Creatures cannot pass through the heavens. The third is the limit for the creature. But here is One who has passed through the heavens, that is an assertion of the Lords deity. A well-known Man, Jesus the Son of God, has passed through the heavens. His deity is asserted. His qualifications are that He is able to sympathise with our infirmities, being tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. That is, His moral quality is seen here. His deity is that He passed through the heavens; His official place is as great High Priest, His relationship is as Jesus, Son of God; His moral quality is that He was tempted in every way as we are, sin apart. Which of you convinces me of sin? That is His moral quality down here. 

    We need not be afraid. He knows us well. 

    RWSIs the covenant linked on with this? Is it distinctive, or is that to aid me in boldness? 

    JTYou get the idea in chapter 8, and then the idea of approach in chapter 10: 19  it is in the power of that covenant that we draw near. It is a question of drawing near to God. We are dealing here with the throne, and Him who has to do with it. He has gone beyond the heavens. That is His deity. But as to His personal relationship, He is Jesus, the Son of God; and morally, tempted in everything, sin apart. The nearer you get to Him, the more you feel how sympathetic He is. He is there to encourage us. But will will never be brooked. 

    RemWhen Peter said, Depart from me, he really did not understand this. It was not the line of departing, was it? 

    JTQuite so. But still, he fell down at Jesus knees. Instinctively, he felt that that Person was gracious. He discerned that He was a priest. 

    CAMYes. It is remarkable that the priest senses the person, not the words. He understood Peter better than he understood himself. 

    JTI suppose Peter would be the best to tell us about it  his life history  how he had to do with Jesus. I would love to have heard him. I can understand Paul staying fifteen days with Peter. I think a young person should get as near as he can to persons knowing Jesus. 

    QuesWas that the beginning of Acts 15? 

    JTThat was earlier. He stayed there fifteen days. He could tell him about Jesus. Of course, Paul knew Jesus, but not in the sense that Peter knew Him. Peter had such breakdowns. 

    EPPaul could say the same thing. I obtained mercy because I did the thing ignorantly in unbelief. 

    JTQuite so. But he did not know Him in the peculiar way in which Peter knew Him. The Lord entered into his house first according to Luke. Luke gives you the priest. The Lord came into his house and his mother-in-law was ill. His mother-in-law got the blessing, but he did not. 

    EPWould you say that the priesthood is connected with what He is as Man? 

    JTOh, yes. A Son is priest. Sonship implies manhood. Peter missed it. His mother-in-law got the blessing, but he missed it. It was in his boat he got the blessing, according to Luke. Luke would emphasise Peters relation with the priest. It says of him, he fell down at Jesus knees. He had a consciousness that that Man cared for him. 

    McCYou would be impressed with the holding fast in chapter 4: 14. It necessitates my seeing the great high priest. I must have that good in my soul to be able to hold fast. It requires power. 

    JTYes. It is holding fast to your confession. That is not my opinion, it is the confession  what is manifestly the truth of God. 

    QuesWhat did you mean when you said He sympathises with our infirmities and not our wills? 

    JTWell, that is manifest. That is what the iron rod means. It is inflexible in regard to our wills, but it is shepherding all the time. He says, I know your feelings and I am ready to shepherd you. I have been there Myself. I sympathise with you. For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help. 

    ANWBeing able to exercise forbearance. 

    JTQuite so. Well, our time is up, but perhaps the brethren will follow along better if it be suggested that we pursue this subject tomorrow in connection with priesthood. It is a question of how the administration is to be maintained, and how we are to be maintained in it. So that the last subject would be priesthood, but more particularly, advocacy; both as applied to the Lord in heaven and the Spirit here below. It is the same thought. It is four times applied to the Spirit in Johns gospel; once applied to Christ in Johns first epistle. 

    GFDo we approach the throne as an individual? 

    JTIt is the individual that is in mind. I should not exclude the thought from our meetings for prayer. 

    NWHow do you understand, tempted in all things? 

    JTWell, just as it states. All things with which we are tempted. What the enemy uses to tempt us, to induce us to give up the confession. The enemy sought to induce Jesus to give up His confession  to divert Him from God and bring Him around under his own influence. 

    CAMQuite so. That is what comes up. If thou be the Son of God  twice it comes up in that connection. 
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    SPIRITUAL QUALITY (10) (SMC 1)

    1 Kings 7:13-39; 1 Kings 7:45-47

    SMcCI thought that this passage might help us to see the great provision that was made in the vast system of glory that is in mind in 1 Kings, to maintain what was suited to it on the public side. You will notice the stress on brass throughout this section. In the very last verse that we read it says that the weight of the brass was not ascertained. The first part that we read speaks of a man of Tyre as a worker in brass, verse 14. I think we would all freely admit that one of the things that tests us most is moral questions, which the working in brass suggests. Brass always has to do with the judgment of evil, that is, it is linked with the altar and these other vessels that have to do with cleansing and purification. 1 Kings in type bears on Christianity more than 2nd Chronicles which contemplates Israel, and the millennium more. The description of the temple setting in 1 Kings is much greater than the description in 2 Chronicles, and there are also things that are mentioned in 2 Chronicles that are not mentioned in 1 Kings, as for instance, the altar and the veil. The altar and the veil are not alluded to in 1 Kings, meaning that in the typical teaching for us, it is not so much the idea of approach that is emphasised in 1 Kings, as the idea of Gods dwelling, God dwelling in the system. And we can understand, dear brethren, that as the light increases, the responsibility increases, as to the maintenance of what is right and proper in accordance with the dignity of the system, the assembly, that we are linked with. The provision for different things is much greater under Solomon in relation to the temple than it was for instance in relation to the tabernacle under Moses, because the testimony has moved forward, the light has increased through David, and now under Solomon, the service of God has been greatly enlarged upon, the light as to it has greatly increased, especially in the Davidic regime, and as the light increases in regard to the assembly, in regard to Gods house, we must expect correspondingly that the provision for the maintenance of suitable conditions must increase. And therefore, we find that with the increased light that we have received in this period of assembly revival, in these last few years a great many moral questions have been raised which were not raised before, and a good deal more details in regard to the principles of separation have been raised in the minds of the saints. And that enters into this section, that as the light increases and the glory of the system becomes greater in our souls, the provision for the maintenance of purified conditions is greater, and therefore the great stress in this chapter on the works in brass. And I think the Lord might help us to enquire a little on the wealth of this particular section we have read as providing in the public position - the courts position in relation to the temple system, the means whereby what is suited to the house of God can be maintained. It is in mind first just to refer to this man and what characterises him, and then just an allusion to the pillars and their importance, and then the sea, and then to dwell somewhat on the lavers and the richness of ornamentation that is linked with the lavers, the bases of the lavers; all very suggestive as fitting in with the increased light in regard to Christ and the assembly in our time. 

    MSSWould you say whether there is anything to be learned from the sending for a workman in verse 13? I was thinking of the first tabernacle system where two are named, Bezaleel and Aholiab, who are said to be skilled for the work of the tabernacle, which would seem to be a similar thought. 

    SMcCYes, so the Lord has stressed a good deal in recent times the idea of being sent. Hiram is not coming into the matter from the voluntary standpoint exactly, he is coming in as under commission, sent for and fetched, in regard to this matter. And the fact that he is a widows son would fit in, perhaps, with a certain feature of the teaching, and that he is of Naphtali, he was a widows son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass, and he was full of wisdom and understanding and knowledge, to do all kinds of works in brass. Now what is to be noted here, in this immediate point, is that while Moses was given a pattern on the mount as to the tabernacle system, there is no pattern mentioned here. Of course, David had the pattern by the Spirit, of all the things for the house of God. A very interesting thing that allusion is made to him as having it by the Spirit, but there is no allusion to a pattern here, it seems to stress the side in manhood here in this person full of wisdom and understanding and knowledge, to do all kinds of works in brass. I think that is where we are tested when moral questions arise as to uprightness and what is right in the house of God, we would all like a book to give us some lay-out of precedents, but what tests us is this matter of being full of wisdom and understanding and knowledge, to do all kinds of works in brass. 

    LACDid you have something more in mind as to his being a widows son? 

    SMcCWell, it would seem he comes in along the line of certain sorrowful exercises, which the widow would suggest. While linking on with the system of glory, there is the suggestion of what he has had to do with in his own soul on this line, do you not think? 

    FHPDo you mean deep feelings would enter into this work? 

    SMcCI think that would be one of the things as, for instance, Paul - what a worker in brass that great vessel was! As he writes the first letter to the Corinthians he is working in brass. Of course, the gold was there, and we could have another reading on that, but that is not our subject tonight, we are not forgetting that side, it is there in the chapters before, but what is now in mind is the moral question - the working in brass. And the skill with which Paul wrote that first letter to the Corinthians, you might say he was full of wisdom and understanding and knowledge, to do all that was connected with the works in brass; but in the second letter he unveils the fact that he wrote it out of many tears, that anguish of heart lay behind it, showing how the letter was couched in feelings that marked Paul. 

    ELEIn the days of recovery we read of two vessels of copper, precious as gold. 

    SMcCVery good. Two vessels of shining copper, the only place in Scripture that we get shining copper alluded to, precious as gold. We might just look at it, in the 8th chapter of Ezra, verse 27, and twenty basons of gold, of a thousand darics, and two vessels of shining copper, precious as gold. I think that is a very good reference, as fitting in with our subject, because do you not think it suggests, in the days of recovery, the high standard on which moral matters are set - precious as gold. That is, they are not simple, ordinary kind of matters that we are not to pay much attention to; all these moral questions that have come up in recent years, so much among the brethren, and have tested the brethren, they are put on a high standard of value. 

    HLHSo that there is something for God in the way that they are resolved, do you not think? 

    SMcCExactly. Precious as gold would show how the moral side is to merge in with the spiritual side, and what there is for the pleasure of God. 

    CBlWhen the apostle Paul says, Let him that nameth the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity, he uses the brass to separate from evil, in that way? 

    SMcCYes, that is the line, 2 Timothy 2, Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity... (verse 19) and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace (verse 22). The first principle in our charter is righteousness, pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace. You cannot put faith before righteousness in the matter of our charter for the last days, righteousness must come first, then faith, love and peace. 

    HOEIs Hiram here like Timothy and his father like Paul? 

    SMcCVery good. I believe there is something in that, because Timothy had a mixed parentage, just like this man here, this man had a mother of the tribe of Naphtali, but then his father was a man of Tyre, and Timothys father is said to have been a Greek, so that there is a certain semblance in what you say. And then in relation to what you were referring to, Timothy came along the line of tears, being mindful of thy tears. 

    HOEAs a young man the apostle put a good deal into his hands, did he not? 

    SMcCHe did! And that is the point here. Solomon was the king, but think of what he put into this mans hands to do, with confidence that the work would be carried on, and especially is it all the more testing in that it is works in brass, that is, it is work that had to do with moral questions. 

    ATWould you say there is a certain process the brass has to pass through before being formed? 

    SMcCWell, I am sure there is something in that. So that is why we read that last section as to the plain of Jordan. Notice when it comes to the casting of the vessels Hiram is not mentioned. It says in verse 46, In the plain of the Jordan did the king 

    cast them, in the clay-ground between Succoth and Zaretan. Now these two places are very interesting in themselves, but we have not got time to go into all the rich typical detail of this chapter, but it shows the environment in which the forming took place. Jordan is a good place to live in proximity to, from this view point - I mean, the matter of works in brass. 

    CBDo you mean that there has to be the answering of all these moral questions that the standard might not be lowered in the progress of the truth? 

    SMcCThat is what I am thinking about. You take the epistle to the Romans that deals with the whole moral question in our souls first. Romans precedes Corinthians in the history of our souls. It is no use our going on and trying to work out moral questions in our local gatherings if they have never been worked out in our own souls. The teaching of Romans is that I first face the moral question in my own soul, become a bondman to righteousness - a marvellous expression, a bondman to righteousness. Righteousness has such a place that I am in bond service to it, and the whole epistle is stressing the moral line in regard to our deliverance from the world, the law, and the flesh. It is stressing the moral side, but it has to be worked out in my own soul first, do you not think? 

    HEBYou are associating then the worker in brass with the brass itself? 

    SMcCWell, a worker of brass, he is dealing with the brass side of things, not the gold side of things, I am not seeking in any way to detract from the gold side of things, I was saying there could be another reading on the gold side of things, but tonight we are enlarging on the brass which links with the public position more, and when you look over the past few years (I can only speak from what we are working out up in the north) it is tremendous the variety of exercises that have confronted us in care meetings as to moral questions. 

    MSSWould Solomon be viewed here rather as Son over Gods house, I mean, the Lord as that, rather than Son of the Fathers love? 

    SMcCI think so, although we cannot exclude the other, but I think he is viewed in this particular chapter particularly as being over the system, as it says, the stress in verse 48 is, And Solomon made all the vessels that were in the house of Jehovah, and verse 51, And all the work was finished that king Solomon made for the house of Jehovah. The stress is on the authority of Solomon over the realm and yet it is the authority of love which Son over Gods house would perhaps stress. 

    GBIt says, Full of wisdom, understanding and knowledge, is the thought in mind that we should become individually qualified to deal with all moral questions that might arise, and the basic principle for that is self-judgment? 

    SMcCWell, I should say that is just what the brass suggests - self-judgment. It is a matter of judgment in a discriminatory way, and self-judgment is an important thing in all of our hearts. That is what the teaching of Romans is intended to help us on, that the moral question is first resolved in my own soul, then we proceed to Corinthians where we find it solved in the economy of the local assembly. 

    ELENow the father of Hiram was a man of Tyre, he came from the business world, did he not? 

    SMcCYes. So you can see how much this man would, in a way, have to face in the matter, the line was not very clear in his genealogy, but nevertheless from the maternal side, he is of Naphtali, and Naphtali gets a goodly word in Genesis and in Deuteronomy, Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full of the blessing of Jehovah, possess thou the west and the south. So that the line of Naphtali represents a substantial line, as in the joy and gain of things in a certain light. So there is that advantage to him, although there is what might seem to be this other disadvantage, but it is not a disadvantage because he is very skilled in matters. 

    ELEShowing that we can be occupied with the commerce of the world to a certain extent, if our calling is there, but nevertheless we can go in for the making of the brass. 

    SMcCI think so, and it would help us to see that certain things that we might think a disadvantage can be overcome, we are very prone sometimes to excuse our deficiencies by making a lot of certain disadvantages, but the point is that we have to overcome in regard to disadvantages. Now this matter of the two pillars which we should look at briefly is an important thing in regard to the public position; the one Jachin, meaning He will establish, and the other Boaz, meaning In him is strength, There is amongst the saints in the system, in the light of these two pillars, the resources to carry things through. We are never, as it were, to be faced with things uncompleted, as if they cannot be carried through. Jachin and Boaz would, in the impress of them on our minds, mean that we see that things are to be carried through; not in human strength, but in strength which is divinely supplied. 

    ELEThe promise to the overcomer is that, He that overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of my God. Is that a reference to this, you think? 

    SMcCNo doubt. Reference to the idea of a pillar is very interesting in that way, particularly fitting that the Lord should bring it in in speaking to Philadelphia. 

    SPWould you say a word on the pomegranates on the capitals in relation to these pillars? 

    SMcCWell, the pillars suggest that things are to be carried through. That is, we are never to be at a loss, in that sense, things are going to be carried through. As Paul says in his very approach to the exercising moral questions in Corinth, Christ the wisdom of God and the power of God. That is, there is a means to carry things through, but the pomegranates suggest certain features in the saints that are essential, as Paul says right in the midst of that, Now I exhort you, brethren, ...that ye all say the same thing, ...that ye be perfectly united in the same mind and in the same opinion, That is, the pomegranate, along with the working in brass, in 1 Corinthians, is to stress all the way through the need of practical unity among the brethren. 

    SPI was wondering if in the pomegranate we do not see the need of unity for the carrying out of all these moral conditions? 

    SMcCYes, and another thing along with that to be noted, running through the pillars and the sea, is the numeral twelve. That is, it says, a line of twelve cubits encompassed the second pillar, and then it says further down in verse 25, in regard to the sea, It stood upon twelve oxen. We are reminded of love as underlying and entering into these great matters which involve the public side and the moral side in relation to the truth. 

    HLHWhat would the capitals suggest? 

    SMcCI think the capitals suggest a certain kind of dignity that attaches to the principle on which things are to be carried through, the capitals upon the two pillars - a kind of ornamental setting on the top of the pillars. 

    HLHIt suggests that the thing is carried through to a finish, would it not? 

    SMcCExactly. 

    ELEThey would be very incomplete without those. 

    SMcCThey would. It is like Psalm 133, that the oil runs down to the hem of the garments. That is, a finished idea is in mind in the songs of the ascent. The songs of the ascent give us the moral and spiritual exercises of the remnant in the days of recovery in the ascent, and they finish with this idea, that a completed side of things is in mind, that the oil is running down to the hem of the garment. 

    HLHSo every matter in which moral issues are raised is to be taken to a certain conclusion, is that not so? There may be the danger at times of dropping matters at a certain time, but the thought is that they are to be carried right through. 

    SMcCWell, that is what these things would stress, and what we were referring to, that we are not at a loss, and not to say that we cannot carry things through. If our souls and minds are imbued with these two pillars, we can see that there is provision in the system to carry things through; not in strength which is of men, but in strength which is of God. 

    HLHHe that establishes and gives strength is the resource of the believer in any given circumstance that may arise, is He not? 

    SMcCExactly, and so as Paul opens up the first epistle to the Corinthians, he calls attention to the rich way in which they had been furnished, it is a question of their laying hold of the matter. For instance, at the end of the first chapter, in regard to Christ, he says, Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption, Christ of God has been made that to us. Well, surely there should be no lack in regard to all these matters, righteousness, wisdom, holiness and redemption. They represent all that is needed for the moral side of the position. 

    EMsIn the book of Ruth, do you think there is suggested in Boaz carrying the thing through to a finish, those features that are seen here? 

    SMcCThat is right. Naomi says, The man will not be at rest until he hath finished the matter this day, and so it goes through. 

    FHPIt says, And upon the top of the pillars was lily-work; and the work of the pillars was finished, verse 22. What have you to say of the lily-work? 

    SMcCWell, I think it is a great matter that the lily-work should be in evidence amongst us - the thought of purity. And then the lily-work stresses divine workmanship, but stresses the idea of purity, that our motives are pure, there is no opaqueness with us, no ulterior motives in the solving of moral questions. What is impregnating our minds is, God will establish, and In him is strength. It is not a question of me or anyone else seeking something for our own gain, the lily-work would suggest the idea of purity adorning all these matters. 

    FHPAnd glory too, would you say? I was thinking of the comparison between the lily and the thorn. 

    SMcCExactly, that is what I was referring to in divine workmanship. 

    NMWould you connect the great house in 2 Timothy 2 with this? In a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour and some to dishonour. If therefore one shall have purified himself from these in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel... serviceable, would that be connected with the thought before you? 

    SMcCWell, it is connected with working in brass, that we have got to separate from the vessels to dishonour, If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour. That is, it is facing the moral question, whatever it may be that we have to leave, we have got to face it in our souls, and get help in the working out of the exercise linked with facing it. 

    CBWe get in Revelation, His feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace, Revelation 1: 15. What place would that have here? 

    SMcCWell, that is very interesting, because it shows, does it not, that the judicial side is in mind in the opening of the Revelation. It is not the free, unhindered side of loves responsive movement, but His breasts as girt about with a golden girdle, and his feet like fine brass, showing that the moral side is particularly in mind in certain things unjudged in the history of the assembly, do you not think? 

    RSEven in connection with taking the Supper we are called upon to examine ourselves, that would not be the gold, that would be the working in brass, but the gold would be there nearby to furnish us with a greater reason for self-examination. 

    SMcCWell, that is very interesting, I think it carries the thought of brass into it, because it is a question of self-judgment. A solemn thing to take up the Supper in a careless kind of a way, as if it was a form of ritual, without discerning what is there. 

    CBlWould the uplifting of the brazen serpent serve to adjust the people in relation to the outward position in pointing them to the gold? 

    SMcCYes, that is an interesting link, it shows how the moral question was solved in that relation with regard to the people and their murmurings, and then the Spirit comes into view in the singing following that. 

    LACI was just noticing that it would appear in the chapter that what is connected with the foundation is of stone, and then the interior work is of cedar wood, covered with gold, but everything outside, outside of the house, that which we have to do with first before we go into the house is all brass, the pillars and the capitals, the sea, the bases, and the laver, are all of brass, which is all outward but so to speak, that which we have to do with prior to our entering into the house. 

    SMcCThat is very interesting because it is a question of Gods abode, Gods dwelling, Holiness becometh thy house, O Lord, for ever, the Psalmist says, Thy testimonies are sure, holiness becometh thy house for ever, and all this stress in this portion has that in mind. In fact, the law of the house in Ezekiel is just that - holiness. 

    HEBDo you think that Psalm 48 comes in here, where we have the suggestion of the towers, which might represent the elevated platform from which things are viewed; and then the bulwarks might be the suggestion of the brass before we come to the palaces? 

    SMcCYes, no doubt there is a link in that, because the system is protected from encroaching defilement and evil. But here, as the time is going, we should see the stress on the sea and the laver. The fact that so much is stressed as to the basis of the matter, the base of the sea and the base of the laver is important. The right basis for the maintenance of the thing is stressed, and we need to see that, especially as we come to the bases of brass, ten bases of brass for the laver. The sea was a great general position in the court, a fixed general position, but the lavers were a portable matter, a movable, portable matter, they represent the idea of flexibility more, over against what is fixed. And they represent how this service may be carried on in helping and assisting in the matter of keeping whatever impressions we have of Christ free from encroaching defilement. 

    PETWhat would you say about the twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east? 

    SMcCWell, I think it shows that in this wonderful system that typifies the heavenly system seen in the assembly, you get a united outlook in regard to the support of the great system of cleansing. So if the brethren in this city have a certain moral question that is faced and seen through, the brethren in other cities would not be at variance with it, they are supporting it on the lines of the unity of the Spirit, the unity of faith. That is, there is a unity entering into this matter of the support of the sea, the twelve oxen, faith is entering into it. 

    HEBAnd the great thing in any moral matter taken up in this city is that the brethren should be concerned about unity in the judgment arrived at. 

    SMcCWe are not all diverging in regard to the question. Take the matter of associations that has been so much before us of late, what has marked the brethren generally in a remarkable way is the unity universally in regard to the matter, so that we stand together in relation to the support of the great idea of cleansing, as the sea suggests. 

    CBlAnd we are assured of divine strength in that way? 

    SMcCYes. 

    HOEThe burden of the testimony is being borne universally. 

    SMcCThat is right. 

    AYIs the unity and how things are borne out seen here in this clause in verse 26, Its thickness was a hand-breadth ? 

    SMcCYes, it shows how human measurement enters into the matter, a hand-breadth represents that it is governed by certain measurements that speak of man, not of angels. It is not a matter of things being left to angels, the angels look, the heavenly intelligence look upon the assembly, you know, and see the all-various wisdom of God working out in these moral matters. Then another point to be noticed is, that all their hinder parts were inward. 

    That is, the place of strength is not on the outward position but on the inward, that is, the world does not know where our strength, in that sense, lies - it is inward. 

    RSWould the hand-breadth suggest that things are left to us? Sometimes we say the Lord will work it out, but I was wondering if it is suggesting that the Lord would say. No, I have left it in your hands to work the matter out. 

    SMcCYes, that is what I had in mind in saying that it is not left to angels it is for us to work out. And the principalities and powers in the heavenlies are learning in the assembly, in the solving of these moral questions, the all-various wisdom of God. 

    MSSWould the laver in the tabernacle where Aaron and his sons had to wash before they went in, be more individual? 

    SMcCI think the sea generally was for the priests to wash in, and the lavers were for the rinsing of the offerings. That is, the offerings speak of impressions of Christ, we would serve one another in love, so that not just any natural feature might be promoted, but that what that brother and what that sister has of Christ should be preserved, the sea was for the priests to wash in and the lavers were for the offerings to be rinsed in. It is love working out in these different ways. And what is to be noticed too is that both of these vessels of cleansing could hold far more than is indicated, that is, there was always room for more in regard to the water, which is an important thing. 

    LBrIt says the sea held 2,000 baths. 

    SMcCYes, but according to 2 Chronicles its capacity 3,000, the full capacity was not there in 1 Kings. We are always reminded in Christianity that there is something more. 

    RAEWas that seen in Corinth where their first thoughts as to the man there had to be revised, the cleansing took place more quickly than was thought at first, and he was restored. 

    SMcCVery good. I believe there is something in that. They had a kind of fixed idea as to the matter, but the apostle had to help them with regard to that. There is a certain flexibility, in the capacity, it held 2,000, but as we are told in another passage, it could hold more. 

    LACDoes the idea that it is molten all come into line with that? It says in verse 23, And he made the sea, molten. 

    SMcCYes, it is very interesting this matter of what is molten in regard to the sea, and then in verse 33 it says, The work of the wheels was like the work of a chariot wheel: their supports, and their rims, and their spokes and their naves were all molten. There is a certain kind of rigidity about the whole matter, in the taking up of the thing. We are to be impressed with that in loves service, that things are not held loosely, you know, but there is a certain firmness. Remember the Lord Jesus when He came to Peter on the line of the laver in John 13, Peter says, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Well, the Lord is very firm about the matter, He says, Unless I wash thee thou hast not part with me. Although it was loves service there is a firmness there, that there was to be no allowance for anything that would interfere with loves service. And I think that the molten idea suggests, not legal rigidity, but the rigidity that belongs to this system where things are held on the lines of firmness and faithfulness. 

    RSSo at Corinth again the apostle says that the less he was loved by them the more he loved. Their not loving him would not hinder him going through them with in his love. 

    SMcCThat is right. And now we should refer briefly to all the ornamentation in relation to what you say. Why should we get such richness of ornamentation on the base of the laver rather than on the laver itself? It is to show us what lies at the basis of what we are doing. If we are serving one another in love, what is at the base of it? What marks it basically, and foundationally? Is it that I might promote a little place for myself, make myself a little bit more conspicuous? Or what lies at the basis of it? Notice what it says here in verse 28, And the work of the bases was this: they had panels, and the panels were between the fillets. Now those who know engineering will know that the fillets are for strengthening in corners. Fillets are put there to strengthen any weakened part. It is a matter of strengthening certain parts that may be weak. And then it says, And on the panels that were between the fillets were lions, oxen and cherubim. Think of the dignity of the lion, the patience of the oxen and the discernment of the cherubim! All this is entering into the way in which by love we serve one another on the principle of the laver. And then it says, Over the fillets there was a base above; and beneath the lions and oxen were garlands of festoon-work. The word festoon-work is translated in other passages of Scripture descent, or going down. That is, underneath the feature of dignity and patience, are garlands of descent-work, or going downward. The right way to serve one another in love, is not to get a brother or sister and show them how big we are, but how low we can go down in serving them. 

    EMeIs that What Paul admired in Timothy, his care with genuine interest for the saints? 

    SMcCHe did, and in Acts 20 you feel that there are garlands of festoon-work! Not just a little bit, but garlands of it. That is, the whole thing is richly ornamented, the thing is profuse, the way he holds up his address, to go down, descend, and embraces Eutychus; it is the principle of garlands of festoon-work, descent-work in profusion. 

    LACI have been looking at verse 30 and the verse following that: And every base had four wheels of brass, and axles of brass, would that suggest that in the moral support which underlies everything, this matter of brass and what it morally refers to, must always be kept there even in detail? 

    SMcCExactly, that is important. You do not go along the lines of human niceness and kindness and excuse evil, or excuse wrong influences of sin, all your movements are marked by the brass, that is the moral side, self-judgment, the element of judgment of evil and of sin as the brass stresses, the wheels suggesting the movements, and the whole thing being molten together, suggesting that there is no looseness in the matter. 

    HLHThere were molten shoulder-pieces behind these garlands. Does it not suggest that things are taken up in the strength that is derived from maintaining the judgment of evil? 

    SMcCWell, I think that is right, so that if you go to a brother you are not overcome by his personality and what he is naturally, or a sister, you are not overcome by what she is naturally, there is this strengthening part behind all your movements so that you carry the thing through according to loves way, as suggested in the laver. 

    LACThe idea suggested in connection with the word molten is that it is all of a piece, is that not so? 

    SMcCThat is it, that is what I am referring to, it is the solidity of the matter. Paul, as has often been alluded to, draws attention in 1 Corinthians 13, to the great subject of love - it is the cement that holds the brethren together, the great principle of love in that chapter. Well, if we speak with tongues of angels and the like that does not mean much if we have not got love. Love is the bond of perfectness in the sense in which we are referring to it. 

    MSSIs that suggested in verse 37, where it refers to ten bases, not twelve, it says, All of them had one casting, one measure, one form? 

    SMcCExactly, showing that I do not go to a brother one way, and you go to him in another way. We are all to be marked by unity in these matters, one casting, one measure, one form, we think the same thing and speak the same thing. 

    CBlWhere there is lowliness we will be able to serve one another in love without lacking in moral dignity? 

    SMcCThat is it, that is the garland of festoon-work - it is in blessed profusion, garlands of it, going downward. It is very difficult for us to go down. 

    SCThe four shoulder-pieces to the four corners of one base (verse 34), would that have any bearing on the truth of the testimony universally? 

    SMcCI think so, the shoulder-pieces would be strengthening parts too. 

    LACI just wanted to ask about the expression clay-ground in verse 46; it says, the king cast them in the clay-ground. Is it not marvellous that God is carrying out now, in connection with weak, mortal man, all these blessed thoughts of His, and working out matters of such great moral consequence now in persons like ourselves? 

    SMcCWell, I am sure it is, because it is fitting us for the day of glory, we will be part of what is coming out. Think of what God can do in the clay-ground, what the Lord Jesus Christ as king here in the type can do in the clay-ground. Zaretan is a testing place, and then as we are held in proximity to the Jordan (we know what the teaching of the Jordan is), we shall not come under the power of what would mar us in relation to Gods house. 

    MSSIs underlying all this the thought that it is Gods house, and His service is connected with it, what is for His pleasure? 

    SMcCThat is it, and we must be governed by His standards, not ours, I think that is the point. 

    ATI was thinking of verse 29, where the formation of features are mentioned - the lions, the oxen and the cherubim. 

    SMcCWell, I think it is the ornamentation, it is stressing what enters into the way we do things. We have had Lukes gospel before us, it says of the women in chapter 23 that they saw how the body of Jesus was placed. Luke stresses the how, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth who went about doing good. You may say, It does not matter what kind of way I do anything, but it does, the more light we have as to the assembly the more we should be marked by the grace of the system and comeliness in what we do. And the rich ornamentation shows that there is dignity, spiritual dignity about the way we carry on loves service through these purifying and cleansing channels. The ungodly king Ahaz said he did not want to tempt Jehovah. He sounded as if he was a pious man, but when you look into the mans history, you find that he took the lavers off their bases, stripped them, and took the sea off the oxen. That is, he, is the type of man that has got no use for the principles of cleansing, and there are many like that. 

    PETSo when the blessed Lord washed the disciples feet He also wiped them with a towel. 

    SMcCVery good, that is, He completed the service. 

    Chapman Street, Bridgetown, Barbados. 
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    THE ADMINISTRATION OF CLEANSING (SMC 4)

    2 Corinthians 2: 4 - 11; Leviticus 14: 10 - 20; 1 Kings 7: 23

    I want to say a word, dear brethren, on the administration of cleansing. It is something that fills a great place in the working out of things in our local gatherings, and something that in its operation magnifies the spirit and grace of our dispensation. The administration of cleansing involves certain principles, and we must observe principles, otherwise we lose our way. Principles never change; we change - how well we know it! When I allude to the administration of cleansing, I am alluding to the way it works out formally amongst the saints. I need not say perhaps, that there are informal ways in which it works out, for the means of help in the divine realm are abundant, especially when it comes to the adjustment of our relations with God and with one another; the adjustment of our relations with the truth, because the truth must have its place. There is no lack in divine suggestions that are made to us as to the abundance of resource that is available to help in this matter, whether formally or informally in adjusting relations in whatever way it may be. There often is a lack with us, and the Lord would help us to see the importance of this administration. 

    The word administration is a good word in itself. It is a word that the Spirit of God has taken on and made much use of. I know there are times when administration is referred to, that immediately the care meeting comes into some of our minds, and cases of unrighteousness or evil. While administration enters into these matters, divine administration is far more extended than that. But it is all part of the administration. 

    Paul brings up this matter of the brother that had been withdrawn from; one who had walked with them in fellowship in the local assembly at Corinth; one who had been the subject, as I would take it, in what comes out in this second chapter, of tender solicitude on the part of the apostle at least, although I do not think that Chloe, Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus would be behind. It is important to understand that cases such as are represented here, those who are no longer with us should be the subject of priestly care and solicitation. You will notice how much the priest is mentioned in Leviticus 13 and 14, some seventy to eighty times, all to impress our minds with the priestly outlook on matters. The tent of meeting does not come into our view until well on in chapter 14. The priest is stressed throughout, and I am sure that the brethren will have noticed and been affected as this chapter (2 Corinthians 2) was read, by the heart of the great priest who is writing this letter. He speaks of distress of heart, he speaks of tears, he speaks of the love which he has abundantly toward them. Who but a priest in reflecting on the subject of the writing here, could write in these holy terms! He has a full judgment of the evil involved in the case. He is not palliating the evil, and I am sure that as time went on the evil and the character of it did not become attenuated in his mind, but there is a time for everything; and while in the chapter we have read, reference is made to the judicial infliction on the one who had sinned involving that the saints could no longer walk with him, the time had come for the operation of the administration of cleansing, and we are to see what enters into it. As I have said, Paul fully measured the evil. It was the kind of evil that could not be passed by lightly. Paul refers to it as such fornication and this deed, the kind of evil that required that the person should be withdrawn from and nothing less, if the holiness of the anointed vessel, the sanctity of the realm and the honour attaching to the Lords name were to be maintained. 

    You will notice in 1 Corinthians 5, that there is no reference to repentance in the whole chapter. There is no suggestion in that chapter of looking for repentance. Instead, there is the emphasis that this realm, where God dwells and where holiness is essential, must be cleared of this kind of evil. So he says in 1 Corinthians 5: 2, Ye are puffed up, and ye have not rather mourned, in order that he that has done this deed might be taken away out of the midst of you. There is no thought here of keeping him in. Notice the language employed, in order that he that has done this deed might be taken away out of the midst of you. Then later on, in verse 6, he says, Your boasting is not good. Do ye know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump. There is necessity for this strong action, purging out the leaven, that which was amongst them. You will notice that the word purging is used only twice, here in 1 Corinthians 5 and in 2 Timothy 2. The word purified in 2 Timothy 2 is the same as the word here, and it says there, If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them. It might be said, Can it not be purged; can the purification not go on, just in the matter of judging the thing there? In the profession around us they profess to work out 2 Timothy 2: 21 by saying that they have a judgment about conditions, but what can they do? They say they can do nothing, they have to go on with it. But that will never do! The purification in 2 Timothy 2 involves separation from the vessels to dishonour; and the purging, dear brethren, in 1 Corinthians 5 has in mind a thorough dealing with leavening character of evil: purge out the old leaven that ye may be a new lump, according as ye are unleavened. What about the one who has sinned? Maybe he is repentant. That is not the point here, dear brethren. It is the gravity of the sin, the holiness of the realm, and the greatness of the saints in the light of what they are in this letter, because the aim of the ministry is to secure a vessel answering in sanctification to the light within it. God is there, His holiness is there, and let none of us think that the magnification of grace minimises holiness, or unrighteousness, or lawlessness. The magnification of grace is to show us how things can be met. In this chapter the character of evil being the kind it is, is met by excision, so the last word is, remove the wicked person from amongst yourselves. This particular kind of case has to be dealt with on this line. It necessitates the judicial infliction that Paul alludes to in 2 Corinthians 2. 

    It may be said that if he was repentant, what more is to be looked for when he is restored? I suggest to the brethren certain features linked with the subject that is before us, the administration of cleansing. We are to understand what the administration of cleansing means. We might say in regard to the leper in the Old Testament, is he not healed, has not repentance taken place? But that is not all. As Mr. Taylor once said, Healed leprosy is not enough. More is required, as the administration of cleansing sets out. Normally, in cases amongst us where there is repentance, remission is extended, but the degree of the sin in 1 Corinthians 5 requires this extreme exercise of discipline. 

    There are added thoughts which come into view, as we shall see, but I want to say a little more about this passage in 2 Corinthians 2. We have to get the balance of the truth, dear brethren, in all these matters. It is not the time in 2 Corinthians 2 for judicial infliction; it is the time for the administration of cleansing; it is the time of restoration; it is the time of setting up again; and Paul says, Sufficient to such a one is this rebuke which has been inflicted by the many, 2 Corinthians 2: 6. Apparently, they were not unanimous about it in Corinth; they were not all of one mind about it; but it was inflicted by the many. As we well know, unanimity is not according to God in the assembly. It is not a question of unanimity. It is a question of unity, the unity of the Spirit, and this is bound up with the many that are operating in regard of the matter on hand according to divine light afforded. It says, on the contrary ye should rather shew grace. We have been speaking about grace, dear brethren, but what Paul is referring to here is not speaking about grace - it is one thing to speak about it from the platform - but it is a great matter to show it. That is what we need, persons who can show grace. We might have wonderful readings about it, but we want to come down to the showing of grace. He says, ye should rather shew grace and encourage, lest perhaps such a one - remember that, dear brethren, remember how he said, such a one in 1 Corinthians 5: 11. He is now speaking again, using this word, such a one. He says, encourage, lest perhaps such a one. Who is the such a one here? The brother who belongs to the assembly; he belongs to the family of God, he belongs to us. These persons withdrawn from belong to us and we should cry to God for their recovery. If on a priestly basis we can help them, let us help them, but not on a social basis. Let us never have to do with such on a social basis, otherwise we may become defiled and partakers of their sins. The priest can deal with sin authoritatively because he represents God, and if we have to do with sin or with persons who are characterised by sin, let us have to do with them and with it on a priestly basis, guarding ourselves, girt about in our loins with the truth. How important these matters are, especially the balance of the truth in connection with priestly activities. He says, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with excessive grief. Oh, the way Paul couches the truth in this chapter, replete with the feelings of a priest who is with God about the matter! He is not speaking arbitrarily here. He speaks with apostolic authority in the first letter bringing in light that must meet the situation that was defiling the saints. It must be dealt with and dealt with authoritatively as in 1 Corinthians 5 by the assembly. 

    Now the priest is before us dear brethren, none the less the apostle, but the priest operating in regard to helping the brethren as to the administration of cleansing, and he says, Wherefore I exhort you to assure him of your love. He is not in fellowship, yet. But he is operating towards the saints in view of his full restoration, and he brings love into the teaching, love into the subject. We might have everything, but if we have not love, we have nothing. Oh, the importance of love! Not only in relation to the truth but in relation to our links with one another. We want to be like God. God is love! His love is a holy love. The lake of fire where evil will be consigned and limited throughout all eternity, is the necessity of His love. We should be like God, and have a judgment about things as God has a judgment about things, and then we will be marked by the features that enter into the administration of cleansing. It says, Wherefore I exhort you to assure him of your love. For to this end also I have written, that I might know by putting you to the test, if as to everything ye are obedient. But to whom ye forgive anything, I also; for I also, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, it is for your sakes in the person of Christ. You see how he is in line with the brethren. He is not moving apart from them in the way in which we are now referring to it. He says, to whom ye forgive anything, I also. Think of the way he writes here, and he says, if I have forgiven anything, it is for your sakes in the person of Christ. It is on the high level on which he is moving as drawing attention to the administration of cleansing in regard to this erring one that had been the subject of judicial infliction, as Paul alludes to it, the rebuke, which involved his being put away. He says, it is for your sakes in the person of Christ; that we might not have Satan get an advantage against us. Notice that, against us. We are to allow nothing on the part of the enemy to divide the saints and the ministers, to come between the ministers themselves and to come between the saints. Paul says, ye are in our hearts, to die together, and live together, 2 Corinthians 7: 3. Oh, dear brethren, what a holy system we are in, where divine affections are radiating and where the radiancy of divine love is being diffused through those that have been the subjects of its operations! 

    Those of you who read the Synopsis (and I hope that all the young men and young women here read the Synopsis, if they do not, they should), may recall Mr. Darby saying in regard of the conflict in Ephesians 6, The enemy is subtle, we have to withstand his stratagems even more than his power. 

    Read the Scriptures, of course; they must have the first place, for ministry is not the Scriptures. The Scriptures are the divinely inspired Word of God, the ministry is not; nevertheless the ministry is authoritative because it is the Spirits voice to the assembly, but it is not inspired, it is not infallible. The Scriptures are inspired; they have their own authority. The Scriptures carry the standard of the truth, and it is well that the brethren should sit in priestly examination of what is being said now and have a judgment about it. That is the priesthood in Numbers, that what is being said is being discerned. Discerned by the standard of truth in the ministry? Not exactly in the ministry, but in the Scriptures. The standard is in the Scriptures, dear brethren; even the ministry must be tested by the standard of truth in the Scriptures. Let us not relegate the holy sacred letters, the Scriptures, the divinely inspired Word of God, in any way to a place of inferiority. Let us keep them in all their dignity as that in which the standard of the truth is presented and by which all things must be regulated; of course in the power of the Spirit; the Spirit is the truth. 

    Now I come to Leviticus 14. The section that we have read, dear brethren, is a wonderful section. You will read, it is a wonderful section. You will notice how much is devoted to this subject. The brethren are speaking a lot about it these days, and asking many questions. The Spirit of God puts a lot on record in these chapters. Oh, you say, but you are referring to Leviticus; that is not the New Testament! The Scriptures are one, they cannot be broken. We must maintain the unity of the Scriptures in relation to the balance of the truth, but we must never allow the Old exactly to regulate the New. In the working out of our matters, we must let the New regulate the Old, and therefore when we come to Leviticus 13 and 14 it is replete with spiritual instruction in regard to the administration of cleansing. This man that is referred to here is to be presented for cleansing. He is not presented to be healed - notice that. The healing has taken place. One of the great things that come up in the enquiring minds of the brethren is if leprosy is healed, what more is to be looked for in one withdrawn from, but who has expressed repentance and yet his course requires, because of the gravity of the sin, that he should be withdrawn from. What more is to be looked for? Well, Leviticus 14 helps us on that matter. There is a good deal that we have not time to go into, as to the washing of the garments, the shaving of the hair and the bathing in water. It is all part of the administration of cleansing - not to keep the man out; that is not the point here. The whole point is to bring the man in. You are not looking for something else to keep him out, you are looking, as it were, for something to bring him in. Oh, we want to be in line with God, dear brethren, in these matters! If souls are moving our way as affected by the work of recovery, we want to make the most possible of what we find. We do not want to be on the lines of searching out evil. One was referring to it recently, as the beloved and honoured servant in New York said in a remarkable letter (which the brethren will soon see when the published letters come out) in regard to witness, that God never helps us on the lines of seeking out evil. Notice the importance of this. He helps us as evil comes out. He helps us to deal with it, but He does not help us in ferreting out evil. It is a great matter, in the operation of things in the assembly, that we are not to be on the line of ferreting out evil! Evil will come to light, and when it comes to light let us not be slow in dealing with it, because we are to be like God in that respect too. 

    So in Leviticus 14 this man is coming up for cleansing, not for rebuke, for criticism, or something that will send him back outside the camp. He is coming up for presentation. What a word, dear brethren, in this chapter! It says in verse 11: And the priest that cleanseth him shall present the man. 

    Oh. some brother says, I do not like to link on with that kind of man! He has had such a history! Not this priest here! It says this priest is to present the man. What a word that is! What dignity enters into this word! It is a word in the divine vocabulary, a word that is used in relation to divine Persons Themselves. You will remember how Paul uses it in relation to Christ as to His presenting the assembly to Himself; how he, Paul, uses it himself in Corinth in relation to the saints being presented as a chaste virgin to Christ. We have to understand this word. We have to understand these great terms of the truth. We do not want to devaluate the currency. We do not want to use spiritual expressions - what I might call divine expressions - loosely. We want to keep on the gold standard. It enters into this great matter of the administration of cleansing. It says, the priest that cleanseth him shall present the man. Now it says in the furnishings in verse 10, on the eighth day he shall take two he-lambs without blemish, and one yearling ewe-lamb - notice that word ewe - without blemish, and three tenth parts of fine flour mingled with oil, for an oblation, and one log of oil. 

    Two things are mentioned here that are not used very often. The ewe-lamb is one. It is mentioned in connection with the fulfilling of the days of the Nazarite in Numbers 6. It comes into his offering. The only other time it comes in in these books is in this relation here where the man is being presented. It is a dignified thought. You understand the dignity that enters, into the fulfilment of the day of Nazariteship. What wealth, what dignity attend the completing of those days! And this is a dignified matter here. The administration of cleansing involves this ewe-lamb, no doubt an allusion to what you would expect in the man that is being presented. The second is, and one log of oil. Now this is something new, something different; it had never been seen before. So, dear brethren, when we ask these questions as to what more we would look for in the restoration of a person, this is one of the things that we would expect to find in the working out of the administration of cleansing, the feature of the log of oil coming into view. You will notice that it is the twelfth part of a hin. You will notice in Scripture the much use of the numeral twelve, not that I want to put too much into it. It is here abstrusely in the log of oil. The Spirit is suggested in the log of oil - a special touch as to the Spirit - not in a very extended way. But there is a suggestion here in the log of oil of something that we have to look for. The numeral twelve, as we know, is the love number. It is the great number that enters into the vessel of administrative glory in Revelation 21, and I believe that the one log of oil suggests among other things what we would expect to see in persons that are coming under the administration of cleansing, a link of affinity between them and the system that they are having to do with and of which they are the subject of the operations. The Spirit is here in the assembly; He is not in the world, He is in the assembly. In the man that is being cleared - he is being cleared, he is being cleansed - you would look for this kind of affinity, not exactly a great extended matter - a twelfth part of a hin - but you would see love there, not in a fully developed way but in an abstruse way. In Galatians the first feature of the fruit of the Spirit is love. Paul stresses, in 2 Corinthians 2, the element of love, and I might say the element of love is in the one log of oil. It is a great thing to notice how that enters into this matter. 

    And the priest that cleanseth him shall present the man that is to be cleansed and those things before Jehovah, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. Oh, the glory and dignity of the assembly! It is coming into our view here. It is coming to the mans view. It is well that the man should see in being presented, the dignity of this position, the entrance of the tent of meeting, the dignity of Gods assembly, the greatness of it, the vessel of grace, the anointed vessel! What a vessel it is! And this man draws near with the priest - with the priest! The right kind of man is presenting him, the right kind of element is presenting him, the priest, who having the Spirit has capacity to think and act for God. You say he is acting for the man. Certainly, but he is acting for God and representing God in what is being done. And so the importance, in the administration of cleansing, of priestly minds and priestly hearts. It is not a matter of anyone taking on the matter; it is the priest that enters into the matter. Of course, we do not have special priests in Christianity; all the saints are priests as having the Holy Spirit, but there are those who have developed capacity in the priesthood as making room for the Holy Spirit. And so Galatians says, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest thou also be tempted, showing how the priest is regulated. The spiritual represents the priesthood from the side I am speaking of it, and they are regulated in dealing with sin; they have to beware, and girt lest they also be tempted. So it says here that the priest shall take one he-lamb, and present it for a trespass-offering, and the log of oil, and wave them as a wave-offering before Jehovah  

    Now I want in passing to refer to this horizontal action. You will notice it is not a heave-offering here; it is not the vertical action. It is the horizontal action. It says, the priest shall take one he-lamb, and present it for a trespass-offering, and the log of oil - and wave them as a wave-offering before Jehovah. The wave offering would take into account all upon the horizontal plane. It is before Jehovah; it is at the entrance of the tent of meeting; all that is linked with the horizontal plane would be taken into account in this great matter. I suppose it would leave such an impression on the man, and on those that were looking on, that they would never forget. How often it does, dear brethren, in the working out of the administration of cleansing. When we see a soul having fully judged himself, healed, cleared, cleansed, we see him set up in relation to God and in relation to the assembly. What a sight! What a sight for heaven, and what a sight for us, the saints! It is a wonderful sight! How we should rejoice in the wonderful work of recovery and the administration of cleansing linked with it! Much is made of the man being covered by the oil, his head, his hands and his feet. Well, these are all added matters that we would look for, in any one who has judged sin. You would look for features of the Spirits presence. The natural energy and the energy of the flesh unjudged which caused the leprosy, which has been the means of the lawlessness, is now replaced by the kind of power that this world does not understand, presented in the log of oil. Now, you will notice that there are degrees in leprosy. Have the brethren ever thought of that? We often think of leprosy as all one thing, but there are degrees even in leprosy. There are degrees in sin. There are degrees in leprosy. So that if a man has leprosy in his head, if he is teaching what is evil, teaching what is wrong, he is utterly unclean. That is not said of the others, showing that there are degrees in leprosy. 

    Now I come to this matter of the sea. How dignified the administration of cleansing is in Solomons time, as the light increases from the Mosaic side to the Davidic side and from the Davidic side to the Solomonic side. As the light increases, the requirements become greater, the administration becomes enlarged, so that the abundant provision made for the administration of cleansing in the wonderful system of things under Solomon, who sets out the great feature of sonship, is something to be noticed. The very word sea - what a word! It says, he made the sea, it is not a bottle of water or a little vessel, it is a sea! It is intended to convey large thoughts, inculcate large thoughts into our minds, in regard to the administration of cleansing, and the interesting thing about it is that it had much greater capacity than what was actually held in it. Generally it carried two thousand baths, but its capacity was three thousand baths, meaning, I take it, that the principle in Christianity is more and more; if there is need for more it can be brought in, its capacity is there, two thousand baths, but it can be extended to three thousand baths according to Chronicles. It is a very interesting thing because Chronicles deals with the earthly side. On the earthly side in Numbers in the millennium, there is constant decline in the number of bullocks, but in Christianity we have perfection. We begin with perfection in Christ. 1 Kings suggests Christianity and so we have only got two thousand baths in the sea. It says, it held two thousand baths. Notice the recurrence of the word twelve. The great numeral of love, the divisible number, twelve. How it colours the scene! The first numerals are the responsible numerals, as you will notice - five, ten and thirty - but then when we come to what supports the sea, the number twelve comes into our view, the twelve oxen, meaning the patience that is required in the administration of cleansing. It is for the priests to wash in, and the oxen look on all the points of the compass. What an outlook from this system of glory, with all the light that enters into it! What an outlook on every position! It is as if the divine suggestion would be that whatever way persons come (they are coming, as Isaiah says, coming from all points) and the administration of cleansing will meet them as coming. 

    You will remember Ahaz, that ungodly king to whom God gave great opportunity. He tried to encourage him, He tried to help him but he would not be helped. God said to Ahaz, Ask a sign! He wanted to help Ahaz, and Ahaz piously says, I will not tempt Jehovah. How God was wearied with this as He Himself says there! It says of Ahaz in 2 Kings 16, that he took down the sea from off the brazen oxen that were under it, and put it upon a stone pavement, verse 17. You can understand, that that man did not understand the administration of cleansing. A stone pavement. He refused the idea of the oxen. He separated it from the idea of the oxen, the patient pursuit of the brethren in help, in the administration of cleansing. He removed it from there and put it on a stone pavement. Think of how crystallised a stone pavement is, nothing yielding there, no suggestion of love there, whereas the twelve oxen suggest divine love among the saints in this wonderful system of glory that is operating in support of this great administration of cleansing. 

    Well, may the Lord help us as to this important matter, dear brethren, in all our gatherings in relation to the administration of cleansing. 

  

  
    GOD'S WORKS (WJH 17)
    

    
    
  
  
    GODS WORKS (WJH 17)

    Genesis 2: 7; Genesis 3: 19; Genesis 5: 1, 2; John 9: 1-12; 1 Kings 7: 40-47

    No doubt, dear brethren, most of us have observed that God from the outset has had two spheres in His mind  one called the heavens and the other called the earth. This is indicated in the first verse in scripture, In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. It is continued in the eternal condition, so that the writer of the Revelation says, I saw a new heaven and a new earth. God has arranged that there should be various elevations in the heavenly sphere  these are the heavens, He Himself having His glory in its fullest sense above the heavens. But in the sphere of creation, looking at it for the moment as one whole, there are evidently various elevations. God has chosen us according to His eternal purpose to be heavenly  to bear the image of the heavenly. As is the heavenly one, so also are the heavenly ones. 

    But I wanted tonight, with the Lords help, to speak about the earth  a sphere much lower than the heavens in every sense  and what God is doing on earth, and something that has come to light on earth. In Genesis 5, when God made man, male and female, He called their name Adam. When God names anything, nothing can improve on nor nothing alter the name given. The beginning of Genesis is wonderful in that regard in the way God names things. He called the light day, and darkness night  He gave them each a name. Let there be an expanse  what majesty! an expanse none of us is capable of measuring, and He called the expanse Heaven. Then God said, Let the dry land appear, and He called it Earth, and the waters He called Seas. These are Gods doings. Then when He made man, male and female, He called their name Adam  Adam means earth. I feel it is important to press this, dear brethren, as we read, Dust thou art, made out of the ground, out of this lowly condition in contrast to the heavens. Heaven is not earth, the stars are not earth, angels are not earth, but He called their name Adam, meaning earth, indicating the lowly condition that marks man in himself. Previously He had said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature, creeping things, four-footed beasts, as well as the trees and the herbs, etc.  all came out of the earth, and then God says, Out of the ground wast thou taken  Adam. Elihu confirms this in a wonderful way  he shows, of course, that man is not all earth  mans swelling pride would go if he were to read this chapter: The Spirit of God hath made me,, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life. God breathed into man the breath of life  the breath of the Almighty has been breathed into mans lowly condition, so that man is capable of having to do with God consequently. Elihu says, I also am formed out of the clay. If all would face this it would keep us humble, that as being here on earth our name is Adam. What is dust cannot compass God  it cannot compass heaven, much less Him Who is above the heavens. Hence how imperative that we should recognise what is inscrutable, what is unapproachable, what we cannot even draw near to. But God loves man  Let us make man. Job is a wonderful book; it says there: God is mighty, and despiseth not any. Though man is earth, God does not despise man; indeed, man is the object of His purpose. It says, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man the things that God has prepared for them that love Him; God has thoughts for man that the human mind never could have conceived. 

    In John 9, the great point the Lord calls attention to is that God has permitted all that has come in, in His wisdom, in order that the works of God might be manifested in man, though so insignificant in himself. How will He do it? I think what the Lord did there is wonderful beyond expression. The Lord speaks of Himself as coming into this world as light, and it says, when He had thus spoken, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle. The New Translation adds, as ointment. The Lord brings before us here the wonderful truth and reality of incarnation. He makes an ointment of that which is a combination of His spittle and the ground, the most wonderful thing in the universe. The spittle refers to Himself personally; spittle is probably more personal than breathing even. It is what is essentially of Himself, coming into human conditions, coming into the ground. It is what He is personally coming into mans estate. This is how He brings Gods works to pass. I believe, dear brethren, the Lord wants us to see more clearly than we have done, both His deity and His manhood. The I am, the One who is over all, blessed for evermore, Amen, but coming into the same condition as man is in  the ground. Matthew tells us a virgin shall be with child and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel  God with us. O dear brethren, let the might and glory of it into our souls  God manifest in flesh! The Word who was God become flesh and dwelling amongst us  what wonderful ointment! How different from Adam, wonderful as Adam was! God Himself  none less  coming into flesh. As the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself took part of the same  that is what I understand spitting on the ground means. But, dear brethren, this is what is called ointment. He made it as a means of healing. This is the divinely appointed ointment for the removal of the darkness, even from a man who was born blind  never heard of since the world began! What an ointment! God manifest in flesh! The great healing power of the universe  it will heal everybody who will allow it to come upon his eyes. 

    You cannot put any limit upon such an ointment, can you? Not like the remedies of earth! Ointment is used to work within, to affect what is inside, manifested in him. But literally, dear brethren, it made him darker than ever; it meant that for the moment if he were blind before he would be blinder still. Though the ointment in itself was powerful beyond telling, one thing is essential if it is to be operative, and that is subjection, subjection to the Lord. The Lord says, Go, and wash in the pool of Siloam. The man might have said, I am blind; how can I get there? But he says, I went and washed, and I received sight. Light as to the blessed person of Christ is inseparable from obedience and subjection. Unless we are prepared to be subject, we do not get the gain of even such ointment as this. Let us be prepared to obey the Lord at all costs. They said, How were thine eyes opened? He says, A man called Jesus. That was the point he had reached  not very far, but he soon knows more. He says, He is a prophet, He has the mind of God, and then later he says, He is of God. They say, We do not know; and he says, Marvellous thing that you do not know. They answer, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? and they cast him out. Jesus was just waiting for that moment, and He heard that they had cast him out and finds him. Obedience brings more light, for the Lord loves to find such. Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He does not say, I know everything; but he says, Who is He, Lord, that I might believe on Him? I am ready for more light, Lord  who is He? The blessed One who came into the clay, the One who is right alongside you and talking with you  He is the Son of God, the One who in manhood declares God. Lord, I believe, and he worshipped Him. How it shows the profound excellence of the ointment when coupled with obedience that makes a man born blind into a worshipper! What a wonderful thing to take place on earth! Job says the expanse is empty  Job 26: 7, N.T. (though some would tell us that there are people living on Mars); the earth is the sphere of the greatest of divine operations in this period, for it is here that incarnation has taken place. 

    One word more  I would just like to refer to something else that is taking place on earth. The passage we read in 1 Kings refers to what Solomon the king did. He was preparing at that time vessels for the house of God  the place where God would dwell, a place for the Ark. How great the Ark was in both Davids and Solomons minds! That lowly vessel represented to them something so great. And he proceeds to prepare the vessels, and he prepares them in such number that they were never weighed  vessels many and varied  and where were they prepared? In the plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in the clay ground between Succoth and Zaretan. It was the king, Solomon, a type of the One who is the wisdom of God and the power of God. How it would solve mens problems today if they had a Solomon! God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea-shore. And so the true Solomon, with all the wisdom and power and resources that mark Him, is engaged now in casting vessels, innumerable vessels, of bright brass, in the clay ground. Think of all the saints right down the ages, vessels in that way, every one of them having a different service. He will use the earthly conditions of our lives at the present time down here on the plain of Jordan, that plain with the ashes of Sodom and Gomorrah on the one side, and the river Jordan on the other ready to overflow its banks at any moment  there are the vessels of bright brass cast for the temple of God. If we could only see this, it would help and encourage us with regard to the clay ground, all our earthly circumstances and even death, for David could say, There is but a step between me and death. 

    You see it in Job. There he was in that plain  what sorrows were his! His sons and daughters gone, his money gone, his cattle gone, his health gone, death but a step away  in fact, his wife says to him, Curse God and die. But the only wise God is casting in the clay ground a wonderful vessel of bright brass, in accord with the holiness of God. When the casting is over and the clay ground left behind, look at it! Job says, I abhor myself  that is brass, bright brass, reflecting the holiness of God. God turned the captivity of Job when he prayed for his three friends, not when he repented, not when he abhorred himself, but when he prayed for his three friends. That was the completion of vessel  a man like God. His three friends had spoken bitter and cruel things against him, but as the vessel comes out of the clay, he prays for them. If we have a sense that we are in captivity for the moment, going through intense exercise, spoken against unfairly  can we pray? I dont mean formal prayer in the prayer meetings, I mean the intense longing in the heart for the blessing of those who have spoken against us. 

    The true Solomon is doing this with us all  in wisdom baffling to the natural mind  our circumstances used as a mould in which He will form vessels that correspond with the holiness of God. 

    Stephen stands right on the banks of the Jordan, the river about to come up and remove the clay ground altogether, and there comes out a vessel suitable to God, bright brass  you can look into it and see the character of heaven reflected  Lord, lay not this sin to their charge; not a trace of hatred, not a trace of bitterness or resentment in his spirit, but a blessed vessel for the temple of God  one of those innumerable vessels that cannot be weighed for number. 

    We see it in Paul, too. What a mould he had been formed in! At the hands of the Jews, his brethren, he had five times received forty stripes save one; thrice was he beaten, once stoned, and so on, yet he could say in Rome, Not that I have anything to accuse my nation of. Not one accusation to make  what a vessel! Accusing is the Devils work; let us leave it to him. The work of Christ is to intercede for the brethren. I beg you all, dear brethren, and myself too, to face this out  am I secretly accusing the brethren, or am I retiring into the secret of the presence of God and praying for them? Do not take the edge off it, and do not turn it on to someone else. 

    The Lord help us to get the gain of the clay ground in the plain of Jordan, with the skill of the true Solomon using it to form innumerable vessels, in great variety and of immeasurable weight, to adorn the dwelling-place of God. 

    As to our estate as connected with the earth, God called their name Adam  man in his strength and woman in her beauty. So that we should not boast in the strength of man, nor in the beauty of woman. But here on earth the wonder of incarnation has taken place: God manifest in flesh  the effective ointment to open eyes that never have seen. 

    And the earthly circumstances of our lives are the mould in His hands to form something that is not earth, but bright brass, ready for the day of display. 

    May He help us to know our own nothingness, and more of the greatness of that blessed Person who has come into manhood. 
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    THE GLORY OF CHRIST AS PRESENTED IN THE ARK (AJG 1)

    Exodus 25:10,11; Exodus 25:16,17; Exodus 25:21,22; Psalm 40:6-8; Psalm 73:1,2; Psalm 73:17,18; Numbers 10:33-36; Joshua 3:14-17; 1 Kings 8:6-11

    I wish to say a word, dear brethren, as to the ark of the testimony and the ark of the covenant, knowing that everyone who loves our Lord Jesus Christ will take an interest in every glory in which He is presented to us. 

    The scriptures I have read in Exodus and the Psalms bear on the ark of the testimony, on Christ presented in that light. The last three bear on Christ viewed as the ark of the covenant. The ark of the testimony is almost always connected with the wilderness. It is not so on one occasion, in Joshua 4: 16, but in the main the ark of the testimony is connected with the wilderness, and that fits in with what we had before us this morning, when we were speaking of the testimony of the Christ having been confirmed amongst the Corinthians. 

    In Exodus 25 God proposes to His people, as having redeemed them and brought them out of Egypt into the wilderness, that in that position they should make Him a sanctuary that He might dwell among them. Then, as His thoughts were unfolded, it appeared that in that sanctuary He was to be served, and moreover that the sanctuary was to be carried in testimony throughout the wilderness journey. At every place where they stopped it was to be set up again complete, and the service of God connected with it was to be set up, and so throughout the whole of their wilderness journey they were entrusted with the privilege, and committed to the responsibility, of carrying this sanctuary in which God dwelt, setting it up according to His own requirements, defending it from every attack or intrusion upon it, maintaining in it all that was suitable and pleasing to God, and seeing that every feature of His service was functioning in it. Hence, you can well understand that it would constitute a very real testimony to God among the nations they might pass, or with whom they might come into contact during their journey from Egypt to Canaan, a very real testimony as to the character of the living God. Normally it would be seen that He had a dwelling amongst His people characterised by holiness, and that His people, with Him dwelling amongst them, constituted a living system characterised by sacrifice. 

    Now these are features which are to be seen amongst Gods people today. In Psalm 93: 5 it says, Holiness becometh thy house, O Jehovah, for ever. He has approached us by means of the precious death of Christ and we approach Him on that basis, and as under the influence of the way that God has come out to us in Christ, we ourselves become formed in love; so that Christianity is a system of constant sacrifice, not only in what we say to God, but more particularly in what we are as characterised by love. In this system, this sanctuary which the people of God were to provide for Gods pleasure, the first item in the instructions which Jehovah gave to Moses was the ark. As the instruction unfolded it became clear that the ark was the centre of the system, not literally the centre in a physical sense, in that it was actually in the most inmost place at the extreme end of the tabernacle, but it was the first item, the most prominent one, which God indicated in His instructions, and one, I think we may say, which was intended to give character to the whole of the rest of the system. As an example of that I may point out that not only was the ark of shittim or acacia wood, but the boards and bars of the tabernacle were also to be of the same wood; so also were the table and the two altars, so you will see that the system was intended to take character from the ark. 

    Another thing is to be noticed in connection with the ark viewed as the ark of the testimony, and that is, it is always, save possibly in the instance in Joshua 4, presented as covered; that is, either covered by the veil, being within the holiest and therefore to be seen only by one going into the holiest, or when the system was in movement, covered actually by the veil, for the priests had to go in and take down the veil and with it cover the ark of the testimony. It was then covered with a covering of badgers skins, and finally with a cloth wholly of blue. Thus covered it was carried. What I am seeking to point out is that the ark of the testimony is presented as hidden from view, and only to be apprehended by those who take up the exercise of going into the holiest, for only in the holiest could it be seen. That is important, because it is as we seek the presence of God that we gain some impression of Christ as the ark of the testimony: that is to say, it is not something that is open to public gaze; it is not something presented, so to speak, in the initial testimony of the gospel, but it is something which is to be cherished, and cherished by Gods people, for while in the old dispensation only the High Priest had access to the holiest and that but once a year, in Christianity the way into the holiest has been made open to us, and we are encouraged and exhorted in Hebrews to draw near and to enter the holiest. It is contemplated that we will make a practice of withdrawing into the presence of God, not for the purpose of making our requests known in relation to our own needs, not indeed necessarily for the purpose of praying at all, for the holiest itself is not connected with the thought of prayer, nor necessarily exactly connected with the thought of worship, though that would result, but more to contemplate what Jesus is and has established in the presence of God. 

    So I read Psalm 40:6-8 because the Lord in Spirit is presented as saying, Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not desire: ears hast thou prepared me. Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not demanded; Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me - To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart. That gives us a clue to the idea of the ark of the testimony. It is Christ as having come into manhood with a view to establishing all that is in the will of God, and establishing it as cherishing it, as having it in His heart; not merely coming, so to speak, officially to do something as commanded to do it, but coming in as loving Gods will and devoting Himself to it. So we read that the ark was to be made of acacia wood; that is a particularly indestructible kind of wood capable of much endurance, signifying, I believe, the distinctive and holy character, the incorruptible character of manhood in which Jesus was found as having become Man; an order of manhood proved in the temptation in the wilderness to be wholly incorruptible, and therefore wholly capable of going through an evil world maintaining all that was due to God, and in no way deflected or corrupted by it. We, as having through redemption received the Holy Spirit, are capable of being formed after the same order of manhood; indeed, in the Spirit, we partake in it, and as, appreciating Christ and abiding in Christ, we may take character from it, so that we ourselves become incorruptible, as it says in Johns epistle, We know that every one begotten of God does not sin, but he that has been begotten of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him, 1 John 5: 18. It is a kind of answer in the saints to what the Lord said of Himself in John 14: 30, The ruler of the world comes and in me he has nothing. 

    When Christ came into this world He came in as cherishing all that was in the mind and heart of God to establish. He was going to carry it through and establish it whatever Satan or man might do, and the Lord carried through in triumph every item that was in the will of God. He surrendered nothing. In Johns gospel, we hear Him saying, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me and that I should finish his work, John 4: 34. Then again at the close we hear Him saying, I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it, John 17: 4, showing that He had carried it through. What He had cherished in His heart He had completed. Not a single item of the will of God was left uncompleted. He went into death in order to establish the will of God for ever. In His death a basis was laid upon which God could effectuate His thoughts in mercy. So we find that upon the ark of the testimony was placed the mercy seat, and from that standpoint God would speak with Moses and communicate His mind to His people. Moreover, in the ark was to be placed the testimony that I shall give thee. It is once mentioned before the mercy seat is introduced and after the mercy seat is introduced it is mentioned again; it is set in the ark, the testimony that I shall give thee. I believe the bearing of that is that in answer to all that Satan brought into this world in introducing into Gods creation a will contrary to Gods will. God has first of all brought in in Christ One who loved His will and was governed wholly by it, and came in for the express purpose of effecting it, and then on the ground of mercy based in righteousness on His death. God is securing men of Christs order, 

    who likewise are governed by delighting in Gods will, and are regulated by no other. That means in the full result that we see in Christ in Gods presence the pledge of the bringing in and establishing of another world where the will of man in opposition to God is entirely set aside; a world composed of those who take character from Christ, and delight in Gods will, so it is a world in which God can dwell complacently. 

    So the testimony in regard of Christ now, as we have it in Ephesians is He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things. He has already gone up far above all heavens with a view to filling all things. There is nothing more striking than that. I urge the brethren to contemplate it that there is a Man now in the presence of God who is going to fill all things. Let the power of it sink into our hearts, that the day is near when there will be no longer room for anything that does not take character from Christ. What a day for God! The day of Christ in contrast to this present scene and all that marks it; a day when the whole universe will be filled with what takes character from Christ, and the greatest influence to bring that to pass will be the assembly, His fulness, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. I trust that what I have said will give you some little impression of what the ark of the testimony is. It is Jesus, known in the truth of His Person, a divine Person become Man, bringing into manhood an order of manhood wholly His own, a wholly incorruptible order of manhood, the great characteristic feature of which is that Gods will is delighted in, and Gods will is to be established. Moreover, He is apprehended as having already gone through death and triumphantly risen again and been exalted to the right hand of God, indeed, far above all heavens, and from that point He is going to fill all things. That being so, what is the effect of it upon us, dear brethren? This is an item that we carry in testimony, these things having place in our hearts affections. Obviously, one important result is that no other will than Gods will, nothing else but what is taking character from Christ, should prevail in the assembly. The bearing of the assembly at the present time as in testimony here is that it is a sphere where God dwells, and where all things that are going to obtain publicly in the world to come have their answer morally at the present time; hence the more we get the light of this in our souls, the more we shall be regulated by Christ in order to see that conditions in the assembly are, in fact, pleasing to God as governed entirely by His will. 

    Then there is another thing, and that is illustrated by Asaph in Psalm 73. It has its result in preserving us from becoming affected by influences that otherwise might have a harmful effect upon us in this world. Asaph was a godly man, but he says, As for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped, the reason for that being as he says, I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. For they have no pangs in their death, and their body is well nourished. They have not the hardships of mankind, neither are they plagued like other men. Then in verse 13 he says, Truly have I purified my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency: For all the day have I been plagued, and chastened every morning. There is a child of God, one of Gods people, and he is conscious of what it is to be continually under discipline. Every one of Gods children is in greater or less degree under discipline; not necessarily chastening in a severe form, scourging because of failure on our part, but every parent knows that his children, while they are children, always have to be in greater or less degree under discipline; that is to say, there is a certain rule, involving sometimes limitations, which has to be maintained in the home for the instruction and preservation and development of the children. So with Gods children, every brother and sister, if he is sensitive, knows that in some way or other he is constantly conscious of Gods hand upon him, and necessarily so. We are conscious of the necessity for it, for we are to become partakers of His holiness. The more we understand God, the more we realise the necessity for it, but Asaph was feeling that he was plagued all the day long and chastened every morning. He looked upon the wicked and he saw their prosperity, apparently having no difficulties, and so on. That was the point of view that Satan was careful to present to Asaph. So powerful was the effect of this upon him that he said his feet had well nigh slipped until, as he says, I went into the sanctuaries of God; then understood I their end. That was his salvation; he went into the sanctuary of God. If we resort to the holiest, we shall get an apprehension of Christ in His ability to establish Gods will and bring in a world entirely according to Himself for the pleasure of God, and that means we see that this world, whatever conditions are like and however the wicked may seem to prosper for the moment, is bound to come to an end. You see the utter worthlessness of all that pertains to this world, if you have in your soul the light of One in a dominant position from which He will fill all things. That means the setting aside for ever of the system of things in which the wicked flourish. To have Christ in our hearts as the ark of the testimony is more than preservative; it gives us a right judgment as to what this world is morally, and enables us in a satisfied way to be completely apart from it, and wholly given over to the testimony of God to which we have been called. 

    Now I speak of Christ as presented in the ark of the covenant. The ark of the testimony, as I see it, is the One who enshrines a testimony which God is giving and which the saints are carrying, that a day is near when Gods will will be established publicly. The ark of the covenant is the one who enshrines and gives effect to all Gods thoughts of love concerning His people, and it is a very great thing to appreciate Christ in that light also, as the One who is powerful to make good every thought of love and blessing which God has formed regarding His people. I have read the three passages, in Numbers 10, Joshua 3 and 1 Kings 8, because they present the ark of the covenant in three positions. In Numbers we have Him as coming into view when the people of God first set out upon their first journey in the wilderness as committed to His testimony. In the second we have Him as the ark of the covenant as setting aside the power of Jordan so that Gods people might pass over into their inheritance. In the third passage He is brought into His final resting place and the glory of God fills the scene. 

    In Numbers 10 it is when the people were about to set out on their first journey as committed to the testimony. It says, They set forward from the mountain of Jehovah and went three days journey; and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days journey, to search out a resting-place for them. Notice what is said, because often you hear it quoted that the ark of the covenant went three days journey before the people. That is not what is said. What is said is, that they went three days journey, and the ark of the covenant went before them in the three days journey; that is, the three days journey is their journey, only the ark goes before them in it to search out a resting place for them. I believe what is intended to be conveyed in this is, that we may well afford to commit ourselves thoroughly to the testimony of God in the wilderness whatever it entails, because the Lord Himself, in His love for us, will undertake everything that has to be encountered in relation to it. The three days journey would be a full experience of what it meant to be in the wilderness committed to Gods testimony. Two days would be a witness to it, but three days journey would be the full experience of it, a complete testimony to what it meant to be in the wilderness as identified with Gods testimony. It would mean testing, and rigour, and encountering enemies; it would mean all that, but then there is what the ark does entirely of itself: it moved out of its ordinary place in the midst of Gods people in their journeying; it leaves that place and takes a place in front of them and goes before them to search out a resting-place for them, and to meet every enemy that had to be met, a most touching thing. 

    So we read in Johns gospel, chapter 3, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. That is the Lord taking account of the fact that His own were now to be left in this world in His absence. That would constitute the world a wilderness, and they were to be left in the wilderness entrusted with Gods testimony, and having that in mind, and knowing full well what the world was, the Lord set Himself to love His own right through to the end. That is most encouraging. Before we commit ourselves to Gods testimony in this world, there is one thing we may be assured of, and that is, that the love of Christ will see His people right through everything; whatever has to be encountered. He will encounter it; that is what the Lord would assure us of, and that is what this movement of the ark conveys. When they began their journey, as identified with Gods interests in this world, the ark went before them to search out a resting-place, to make sure that it is not all conflict, but that they should have resting-places, and in searching out a resting-place, to meet the enemy; as it says, And it came to pass when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face. And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel. This was not the final resting-place that was in mind, the final place was Canaan, but this was a resting-place sought out while they were still in the wilderness, and I believe it has its answer in what the Lords supper affords to us on the first day of the week, for our position publicly is that we are in the wilderness committed to Gods testimony, and passing in it through all the exercises that are connected with it, but we appreciate that the Lord provides a resting place in that position, a place where, for the moment, we may lay aside the exercises connected with the testimony, and enjoy His love and the way His love would serve us, and we enter into that resting place in the sense of His complete victory over every enemy that has challenged His way. So the ark of the covenant represents in that way Christ as great enough to give expression and effect to all that is in the heart of God in regard to His people. 

    This, in Numbers 10, is only a provisional resting place while we are in the wilderness, but the great thought of God is that we should pass over into our inheritance, and finally that we should constitute His inheritance. Joshua presents to us our inheritance, while that which is arrived at under David and Solomon, in finality, represents Gods inheritance in the saints. So in the book of Joshua we have the ark presented to us again as the ark of the covenant, and it is presented as moving into Jordan, and it says, 

    When they that bore the ark were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest), the waters which flowed down from above stood and rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan; and those that flowed down towards the sea of the plain, the salt sea, were completely cut off. And the people went over opposite to Jericho. This presents to us Christ as entering in irresistible power into death in all that death meant, in order to break its power and make a way through, so that Gods people should be able to pass over into the inheritance which Gods love had provided for them. It has been well said that the ark in Jordan is not so much expressive of the love of Christ, though, of course, love is there, but it is particularly expressive of power, the power that disposed of death. It says in Psalm 78: 61, And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor; that refers to the ark. Christ is the power and the glory of God, and that was seen particularly as He entered into death, for when the Lord Jesus went into death, all that was involved in death as the judgment of God and the power of Satan, all was concentrated there. The Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest. It was overwhelming to anything else but the ark, but the ark moves into it, and as the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the edge of the water the waters went back, and the waters that flowed down toward the sea failed, and the people passed over; so no water was seen and the victory was complete, and that is exactly what we have in the light of Christs death and resurrection. It is true that it says here in verse 17 that the ark remained in the midst of Jordan until all the people had passed over, but that is rather to emphasise the completeness of the victory. For us the completeness of the victory is seen, not in Christ in death exactly, but in His resurrection, that is where death is seen to be completely overthrown. 

    The completeness of the victory which Christ has accomplished over death is to enter into our souls. We are to contemplate it, because what He has done has been in view of us. God having marked us out for an order of life and blessing which stands related to Christ beyond death; therefore, if we see Christ going into death as the power of God to dispose of death and overthrow it, and rising triumphantly out of death, we understand that He is setting out what is in Gods mind for us. It says in Colossians, chapter 2, Ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. When we come together in assembly, and our hearts are freshly touched by means of the Lords supper, and He comes in in response to the affectionate desires of His own. He is able to present Himself as for ever beyond the power of death. That is an actuality. We are not yet actually risen but Christ is. The position is actually held by Christ, and faith apprehends that what has actually come to pass in Christ is Gods mind for us, so faith enters into it. Just as the people had to keep their eyes on the ark and to move, their movements being determined by the movements that they discerned in the ark, so we keep our eyes on Christ; not exactly Christ in death, but Christ as out of it, because the standing of the ark in Jordan until the people were passed over was to demonstrate the completeness of the victory, and that for us is seen in the position Christ has as risen from among the dead. So, not only is there faith in the operation of God who raised Him from the dead, but also, quickening comes in; there is power in our souls, as our affections are quickened in relation to Christ where He is. The element of power enters into this matter of passing over the Jordan, in that there were twelve men who had power each to take up a stone from the bed of the Jordan and to carry it to the other side. I only touch on this as that which enters into our passing over in assembly to take up our proper position with Christ; to enter upon the position that is ours according to Gods purpose. We are entitled in that position to view ourselves in the light of Gods purpose as wholly of Christs own order. God has quickened us together with Him, we who were in a state of moral death. This is witnessed to in the action of Joshua, who, doing it intuitively, took twelve stones and placed them in the Jordan; in the place where the feet of the priests who bore the ark of the covenant had stood firm; and they are there to this day, Joshua 4: 9. 

    In closing I would refer to the passage in 1 Kings 8: 6, And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the oracle of the house, into the most holy place, under the wings of the cherubim. I believe it refers to the way the saints, as having their own part with Christ consciously as brought into the immediate presence of God, and enjoying their part with Him in sonship before the Father, are privileged to take account of Him, not now as on their side, which is what is typified in David and Solomon, but as the One by whom and in whom all Gods purposes of love have been secured. David and Solomon typify Christ on our side as Head, the One by whom we are introduced into the presence of God, and under whose direction and influence we have part in the service of God; but there is also another view of Christ, a glorious view, and that is typified in the ark of the covenant of the Lord in its final resting-place when everything is reached, and the saints are conscious of being holy and without blame before God in love in the liberty of sonship, and in the enjoyment of having part in the service of God. In that liberty we appreciate that all this has been in Gods mind, it is what His own love has purposed for His own satisfaction, and we appreciate Christ as the One who has been Gods power for the bringing to pass of all His pleasure. It is a question of apprehending the ark in His own glory when everything is reached, as directing attention to God as the One from whom all has emanated, and yet it is as though God would bring us into some apprehension of how He has Himself been dependent upon Christ for the effectuation of all His pleasure. You can understand what a glory Christ assumes in our eyes in that light; the ark of the covenant of Jehovah in His final resting place; all Gods thoughts brought to pass; the saints in the liberty and joy of it; God Himself receiving His portion from their hearts affections; and as in the enjoyment of all this, we are in the presence of God, the most holy place indeed, and privileged to apprehend One without whom God could not have effected His pleasure. In Him divine glory shines, and divine complacency is established. That, I believe, is the final thought in relation to the ark of the covenant of the Lord. So we can understand that it says, When the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of Jehovah, and the priests could not stand to do their service because of the cloud; for the glory of Jehovah had filled the house of Jehovah, 1 Kings 8: 10, 11. That is to say, God is so delighted with the results achieved for Him by our Lord Jesus Christ, the saints themselves rejoicing before Him and responsive to Him, that He claims the whole scene and His glory fills it. 

    I trust one has been able to convey some definite impression of these glories that attach to Christ, the ark of the testimony and the ark of the covenant. 

    I believe they will bear pondering and contemplating so that we may be enlarged in our appreciation of Christ, and enlarged also in our apprehension of the glory of Christianity, glorious from the point of view of the testimony we are carrying and glorious from the point of view of the holy privileges into which we are already able to enter in the power of the Holy Spirit under the hand of Christ. 
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    1 KINGS 8 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 8: 31 - 66

    QuesWe were interested to see that Solomon as king and priest was great enough to reach out and take in, in his prayer, a wider circle until the stranger is reached. Would he be a type of the Lord in a day that is to come? 

    CACYes, surely; and you would not object to giving it a present application, would you? It seems to me that what is presented in chapters 7 and 8 very much answers to the two presentations of the assembly in the gospel of Matthew. In chapter 16 the Lord speaks of building His assembly, and the gates of hades cannot prevail against it. It is the assembly viewed in its abstract perfection, where all is of God, answering to the temple as built in chapter 7. The material is all spiritual. It is the saints viewed in their abstract perfection as subjects of the work of God and material which Christ can handle and put together so that there is that which stands for God in this world. 

    Peter is brought to the confession of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the Living God. For the moment Peter is abstracted from all that he was in himself, and characterised by the Fathers revelation, that is, he is a stone for the divine building. It is a comfort to view the saints from that standpoint. I thought, as I looked around yesterday on that company of sixteen hundred saints, of the substance that is here  divinely wrought substance. You can look at them apart from what they are according to flesh and nature. 

    Then when you come to Solomons prayer, you have chapter 18 of Matthew, the thought of the assembly as the vessel of the grace of heaven, and yet called upon to bring that grace into contact with many things that are not exactly pleasurable to God. You find that he says again and again, Forgive. If you view the assembly abstractly as in Christ, there is nothing to forgive; if you think of the assembly as built by Christ upon this rock, it is invulnerable. Forgiveness does not come in at all there, but when you come to the prayer it is taking account of actual conditions, so that it is the assembly viewed according to Matthew 18, where one brother may sin against another; he has to be approached, but he is approached in the grace of heaven. Heaven is Gods dwelling place, and in the actual conditions of the assembly down here, things have to be handled in the grace of heaven. We must never forget that. So this prayer is permeated with the grace of heaven. The fact that those are the only two references to the assembly which the Lord made during His life and ministry here on earth show how much they demand our attention. We should consider them very seriously. 

    If you think of the assembly as in Christ Jesus it is a universal and eternal thought. The assembly is going to be in Christ Jesus to all generations of the age of ages. But when you come to Matthew 18 it is the assembly locally; because you can tell things to the assembly and it is the local assembly that speaks. The universal assembly never speaks. It only says one word that I know of; that word is Come to Jesus. But the local assembly can speak if you bring a refractory brother before it, it can speak to him in all the grace of heaven. 

    QuesThe thought of the assembly in Corinth would be responsible and local? 

    CACThat is right; and in the assembly viewed locally there are always matters that call for forgiveness. We shall never be in a state, as set here locally, when there will not be things that call for forgiveness. So that we are to meet everything that arises in the grace of heaven. I think you see Solomon here as a man imbued with the grace of heaven, so that he reflects in his prayer the thoughts and feelings and desires of heaven. It is most important for us locally, because it is locally that we are tried and tested. A man comes on the scene, locally, who sins against his brother; he will not listen to his brother when he goes to him about it, and when the brother takes two more, he will not listen to them; finally the assembly has to speak to him. 

    QuesDoes Peter give the idea of the local assembly in his epistles? 

    CACI think he has in view the abstract idea of the spiritual house. It is written to those who are scattered, and I think he presents the general thought of coming to Christ as the living Stone, and we also as living stones are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood. It is the universal thought. It is the holy priesthood, Godward, and the royal priesthood, manward. That is, Peter has in mind what we should speak of as the morning meeting and the gospel preaching. 

    RemSolomon was anticipating general failure. 

    CACShewing that we can count upon God whatever the conditions may be. He goes over a number of conditions that may arise that call for forgiveness. How many times he says, Forgive!, Forgive!. Everything that does not please God has to be forgiven. How much there is in the christian profession that does not please God; and how much there is in me that has not pleased God. All that calls for forgiveness. Now God is in the spirit of forgiveness, and heaven is in the spirit of forgiveness, and if we are not in the spirit of forgiveness we are not in Gods assembly properly. 

    QuesIs the basis of it all the death of Christ? 

    CACYes, it all stands on that ground and therefore anything that is inconsistent with the death of Christ is a thing that has to be forgiven. Whatever Christ died to put away is really intolerable in the sight of God, and it ought to be intolerable to us. One earnestly desires that what is displeasing to God may be displeasing to me. Now the assembly is to be made up of people of that kind. Everyone has come in as a little child. Matthew 18 begins with that. You come into the assembly very small, and you keep small in that sense. And therefore everything has to be done by prayer. The great suggestion of this chapter is that all through the history of the people everything was to hang upon prayer. In Matthew 18 the Lord suggests that everything is done on the principle of prayer. He speaks about two of you agreeing to ask, shewing that the thing is effective if you are even reduced to two. It is not only the assembly in its abstract perfection, as in chapter 16, or even the assembly in its entirety, but things may be reduced to two. They have not yet been brought down to two here, but if they had, everything would be effective on the principle of prayer. I believe every word of it! I may fail in maintaining the character of it, but I believe every word of it that the Lord will stand by two. If there are only two left He will make the Third, and that makes the thing effective. 

    Everything is preserved in the local assembly consistently with the dispensation. Nothing will maintain things but the spirit of dependence. It is the dispensation of grace. The hymn rightly says, Grace is the sweetest sound that ever reachd our ears. The dispensation of grace is a wonderful thing, and all the spirit of it is enshrined in the assembly viewed locally, viewed responsibly and viewed as having to deal with assembly matters. If people do not surrender to that they are outlaws and have forfeited all title to the name of christian. 

    RemSolomon is bent on recovery and the assembly should be bent on recovery. 

    CACQuite so, and God has established all the conditions that will bring about recovery. We have to deal with much that God is not pleased with and which He has to forgive; and He does forgive us a great deal without saying anything about it. We all know that; how He has forgiven us when we expected to get a good thrashing. 

    QuesAs to verses 31 and 32. 

    CACThat supposes that what is evil is dealt with. 

    We have to remember that whilst we speak of the assembly as the vessel of the grace of heaven, it is in harmony with the government of the Lord. And conditions arise when that state of things comes into view. That is, if we withdraw from a man it is on the line of the government of God. 

    It is a question of proving the right and truth of a matter, so that the wicked man is condemned and the righteous man is justified. That is government. But grace is ever supreme; we do not read about government reigning, but we do read about grace reigning. Grace is always supreme. 

    If the assembly speaks with authority there is a governmental element there which must not be disregarded. If a man disregards it he is an outlaw; you do not look upon him as a brother any longer. If a matter comes before the assembly and the assembly expresses a judgment and the man will not bow to it, you do not regard him as a christian any longer; the Lord says, Let him be to thee as one of the nations and a tax-gatherer, Matthew 18: 17. It is government, but it is because he has refused to listen to the voice of grace. 

    The government of God goes on even if things are forgiven. David sinned and the moment he confessed it he is told, Jehovah has also put away thy sin, 2 Samuel 12: 13. But look at the government; the government of God went on to the end of his days. He was forgiven on the spot but that did not restrain the action of divine government. But we have to remember that the moment we begin to go right, the government of God begins to act in our favour. So that the government of God which came upon David, and which followed him to his grave, when he really turned to God, began to act favourably toward him to prepare him to lay himself out for the house of God. The very action of the government became a help to him. 

    RemAs to the coming in of Solomon. 

    CACThat is the supremacy of grace! Grace is superior to every possible sin that there can be on the part of mankind. God knows all about the sin; but He has secured His own glory about all the sin that ever was and He has provided a Head for every man in pure grace. Christ is universal Head for man. There is only one Head for the human family  Christ. And all that men have to do to be blest is to recognise the divinely appointed Head. Righteousness and love are there for every man in the Head. Romans 5 is wider than 1 Corinthians 11, because in Corinthians He is not the Head of every woman but according to Romans He is Head for every man, woman and child in the world. 

    QuesIs there a difference between grace and righteousness? 

    CACRighteousness has come in on the principle of grace. It is remarkable, as we have all noticed, that in the first chapter of John it says grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ; it is a singular verb, showing that grace and truth are one thing, not two. There is no grace without truth and no truth without grace. It is a subsisting thing now in Christ; and that is why you get so little about grace in the gospels. I used to wonder why grace was not mentioned in the gospels more than it is. It is not mentioned in Matthew and Mark, hardly in Luke, and John only alludes to it at the beginning of his gospel, The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us ... full of grace and truth; and grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ. You see, the evangelists did not need to use the word grace; the thing itself was there substantially in the Son of God. If you have the thing you do not want the word, do you? 

    You remember in Hebrews 9 it says that all these types were only given until the time of setting things right  that is now. God is setting things right and what God sets right cannot be improved upon. So the great thing for us now is to be skilled in the word of righteousness because God has brought in in Christ everything that is right and it is available on the principle of grace for all men. So that righteousness and grace go together. Indeed, Mr. Raven used to say that in Romans 3 grace and righteousness are interchangeable. 

    QuesWhat would you say as to righteousness reigning in the world to come? 

    CACWhen righteousness reigns in the coming day it will be on the principle of grace. Things are not put right publicly now but they are put right for faith. God has set things right and we come into it by faith; by and by they will come into it publicly on the principle of grace. 

    1 Kings 8 contemplates a dispensation set up in divine perfection according to chapter 7, but which quickly became marked by failure. So it has in view the christian profession and all the failure that has come into it. Kings particularly applies to the present time, Chronicles more to the world to come. 

    If a man sins he comes under the government of God and he has to reap the consequences of what he has done wrong, but then exercises begin with him and if he is a child of God he is the subject of the advocacy of Christ, showing that grace is predominant, and the man is brought to repent. The man may have to suffer all his life. 

    Some sins are repented of in a few minutes, but the consequences remain through life; but the man who takes up the exercise of it is gaining something spiritually all the time. David is a great example of that. He was perhaps the most tender-hearted man that ever lived; his psalms bring out his great sensitiveness; he felt things and so he was like God. But then that made him feel intensely when he was brought under conviction of sin. He felt it far more deeply than an ordinary person and therefore the work of God developed wonderfully in him so that he speaks of preparing for the house in his affliction. A man afflicted under the government of God becomes wealthy toward the house. 

    It is very important for us to recognise the assembly in these two aspects. The assembly is the representative of heaven in judging evil; but then it is in the spirit of grace that it judges evil. I have been in a meeting where evil had to be judged and I think every brother wet the floor with his tears. Now that is the grace of heaven. 

    RemAs to when the heavens are shut up, and there is no rain. 

    CACThere is a reason for the state of things in the christian profession  all the worldliness and all the bad teaching is like mildew and canker-worm. Why is it? Gods people have sinned; that is the reason. We have to get back to God and confess the sin, and count upon His grace. If two walk together in a sense of how the assembly has sinned those two can count upon the grace of heaven and all that corresponds with Solomons prayer can be there. 

    RemAs to Ezra and Nehemiah. 

    CACThey are eating the sin offering of the people and taking it all on themselves and realising that the death of Christ is needed. Do we feel that when anything wrong happens, This needed the death of Christ; Christ had to die for that? There is not a single thing displeasing to God that Christ did not taste death for. 

    Solomon is a priest upon his throne. The more God dominates us in a kingly way, the more competent we ought to be for what is priestly; the priest ought to have compassion on the ignorant and erring; it belongs to priesthood. 

    QuesAs to the stranger. 

    CACYes, it widens out to the gospel, because God is dwelling here. He has a Gentile habitation now  in whom ye also (Gentiles) are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit, Ephesians 2: 22. He dwells there so that His grace can go out from there to all men. So that it is incumbent upon the saints as walking assembly-wise that the gospel should be maintained. The gospel preacher thinks of God. 

    The testimony in the Old Testament was what God looked for in man, but the testimony today is what man may look for in God. What Man can be for God is seen perfectly in Christ, but the testimony is what God is for man and we tell it out at the door of the house. The house of God is an extension to heaven  another wing built on! 
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    1 KINGS - CHAPTER 8 (JND 36)

    1 Kings 8

     30. The whole of this prayer is founded on the direct government of God on the earth  does not go beyond the promises made to Moses. 

     66. This eighth day I suppose was at the end. It would seem from 2 Chronicles 7:8, 9, that the Tabernacles was last, the dedication of the altar first. They went away at the end of the day of restraint. 
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    FINALITY REACHED IN CHRIST (JT 30)

    1 Kings 8:1 - 24

    EuRPerhaps you would say a little as to what is before you in suggesting this passage? 

    JTWe see in Solomon typically a certain finality. The ends of the staves of the ark were drawn out, showing that a definite or final end had been reached  that is, the ark was at rest. And then there is divine satisfaction in what had been reached, which is seen in the glory coming in and filling the house; and then the mediatorial office of Christ is seen in Solomon, in blessing and in prayer. All that follows is either to keep the people of God in relation to that, or to bring them to it. Christianity is not a development; it begins with the mind of God fully reached in Christ; hence John presents that which was from the beginning, 1 John 1:1. All that is going on is to bring others to that. 

    EuRWould Christ as Son over Gods house link on with that? 

    JTThe idea of Son enters into it. Solomon is the counterpart of David, bringing in the idea of a son dominating the house. In 1 Chronicles, Solomon is made king with David; before we have the introduction of the division into twenty-four courses, Solomon is made king. It says in 1 Chronicles 23, So when David was old and full of days, he made Solomon his son king over Israel. 1 Chronicles 23:1. Then follows the wonderful service set up under the twenty-four course order. Hence it is Christ as Son. 

    REFWhat have you in mind in relation to the bringing up of the ark and setting it in the temple? 

    JTIt is Christ in His place, according to Pauls ministry. The sonship of Christ is brought in. It is there always, of course, but he says, God ... .. was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings. Galatians 1:16. So in Corinth, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 2 Corinthians 1:19 was preached by Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus, and thus the converts would be brought into direct relationship with Him as Son. 

    AEFDo you suggest that what we have here would be what will be brought about by Christ, but that we have the gain of it now? 

    JTPerhaps that would be more in keeping with 2 Chronicles; 1 Kings is christianity more, and opens up the vast system of things under Solomon; 2 Chronicles is more limited; 1 Kings is the view that we may have of Christ now in connection with the great faith system. 

    PJBDo you mean that this vast system of things was set up at the outset? 

    JTYes; it was all there in Christ. Finality is reached; what is emphasised among other things is that the work is finished. In the last verse of the previous chapter we read: All the work was finished that king Solomon made for the house of Jehovah, 1 Kings 7:51. 

    Then the ark is in its place, the position of the staves indicating that it is never to be carried again. The staves were drawn out, as the Authorised Version reads, pointing to the thought that the end was reached. They were seen in the holy place  that is, by the priests. From Gods side, at least, the end is reached in Christ sitting in heaven. It is a question of bringing all to that, and that is what ministry is for  until we all arrive ... .. at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ, Ephesians 4:13. It is not a development, but that the end is reached in Christ, and then Gods satisfaction in it, and finally believers being brought to it. It says: It came to pass when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of Jehovah. 

    God says, as it were, I want every bit of it. He gives place to service, but that is to bring others into it. He has reached complete satisfaction in Christ. 

    HEFAt least from the divine side. Do you imply that eventually we shall all reach it? 

    JTI thought that is what is indicated in Solomon  the mediatorial service; Solomon blesses the people and he blesses God, as it says in verse 14: And the king turned His face, and blessed the whole congregation of Israel; and the whole congregation of Israel stood. And he said, Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel. He blesses the people, and then all stood  for he had their attention. God has reached the point of complete satisfaction; His glory fills every part of the house, and now the people are ready to listen. 

    EMHow is the blessing applicable? 

    JTIt is the result of what God has reached in Christ; He has reached that which completely satisfies Him, and then you have the mediatorial service of Christ in blessing. He turns His face, and what does He find? What does He find today in christendom? They are not all standing; they are turning their ears to others. It is a great thing if we are standing ready for what there is, in attention, and in apprehension of the blessing of God; all the congregation here stood. 

    EuRWe are not to turn away from Him who speaks from heaven? 

    JTThat is the thought. The epistle to the Hebrews is to get our attention; it begins with the greatness of the Son, so that our attention should be directed to Him, that we should all listen. 

    PWDo I understand you to mean that 1 Kings prefigures christianity more, and Chronicles is more Christ glorified? 

    JTChronicles, I think looks towards the millennium. The veil is mentioned, but it is omitted in 1 Kings. 

    AEFWhat would be the significance of Solomon being put on the throne before the death of his father? 

    JTIt is the combination of sonship with the experience of David. David was old, it is said, and full of days. The days would point to the experience he had. First Chronicles brings out the wonderful wisdom of David in the ordering of the courses. It will be seen that the priests were serving in their courses when the ark was brought in. The wisdom of David entered into the services, and the priests served in the order of their courses, but all was dominated by sonship. God had emphasised that He desired that the house should be built by the Son. It was in the heart of David my father to build a house unto the name of Jehovah the God of Israel. But Jehovah said to David my father ... . thou didst well that it was in thy heart; nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son ... he shall build the house unto my name .... 

    EuRWould the transference from David to Solomon involve that we need to take account of the Lord Jesus in quite a new way? 

    JTThat is what comes out in Pauls ministry. Heaven had announced it, and it was declared in resurrection, but it remained for Paul to bring it out  to show the bearing of it in Christ and as it applies to the saints. 

    HEFIt says the ark was brought out from the city of David, which is Zion, into this new position of which you are speaking. Does that imply that all the things that were delightful to God were brought into a new position? 

    JTThe city of David has its own significance as referring to the prowess of David. He took the stronghold of Zion ... and called it the city of David. 1 Chronicles 11:5,7. 

    It refers to what Christ effects in His great activities and services. He secures our hearts. The capture of Zion refers to the place He acquires in our affections. In 2 Samuel Joab is left out of the taking of Zion, whereas in Chronicles he has a place, meaning, I understand, that it looks on to the millennium. In the former it is a question of what Christ Himself has done in taking possession of the hearts of His people. Taking Zion is that He has a place there; He calls it the city of David. But there is something beyond that: by Solomon the ark is taken up and set in its final position. Christ takes our hearts and regulates them in relation to heaven; it is a new position. Thus in Ephesians it is Christ dwelling in the heart by faith. It is Christ as in the domain of divine purpose. 

    EPDo you mean that the supreme place Christ has in our hearts gives Him the opportunity of acting mediatorially? 

    JTYou allow Him a free hand; He has acquired an undisputed place in your heart, and thus you are prepared for Pauls ministry; that is, it is Christ acting from heaven, acting as the Son. What the temple represents, I think, comes in in that way in Pauls ministry. 

    QuesWhat is the link between, This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, Psalm 132:14 and Zion? 

    JTThe link is here; this is a consummation of the thought. David is really the counterpart of Moses, and Solomon is the counterpart of David; the fulness of the thing is in the Son. Neither Moses nor David answered to that. Christ is known as Son in heaven; He is supreme. There is a vast system of things typified in 1 Kings. 

    EuRDo you mean that the Son requires the undisputed place in the hearts of His people if He is to be free to bring about what is for the divine pleasure and satisfaction? 

    JTYes; He would have all our hearts available for His own use, and would bring them into accord with heaven. 

    PWIn the Psalms it speaks of praising the Lord on an instrument of ten strings. We are not great enough to take in the thought of Gods assembly. 

    JTIt is the Son, and hence the great value of the epistle to the Hebrews. That epistle presents the Son to us; the apprehension of Him draws us out of this world: we are His companions. 

    EuRSo that the kingdom in Colossians takes on quite a new character  the kingdom of the Son of his love. Colossians 1:13 The position is, Solomon blessing God and blessing the people. 

    JTSolomon blesses first, and then he prays, so that you have the priesthood in two ways. He blesses the people, then he blesses God, and then he prays. The prayer is most important; it shows the great need of prayer in relation to the truth found in this section. It is a very long prayer; it shows how Solomon understood the need that they should be kept in relation to all that had been established. God has reached His end in Christ, and the point is now that we should enter into it, and be maintained in it; so Solomon says in verse 12, The Lord said that he would dwell in the thick darkness. I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a settled place for thee to abide in for ever. And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the congregation of Israel: (and all the congregation of Israel stood). 

    EuRI was going to remark that Solomon makes much of this house. 

    JTIt is all to bring believers into relation to it, and then to maintain us in it. 

    EuRDoes this house suggest the assembly? 

    JTI think so, but it is what is brought about in Christ in relation to the purpose of God; the assembly is essential to it. In this sense there is glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Ephesians 3:21. 

    PWIn Zechariah 6 we read that the Lord shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. Zechariah 6:13. We get both offices here in Solomon; he is certainly a king, and he is also a priest. 

    JTHis name signifies peace. It is very beautiful to see the king turning his face. Think what that face points to typically! Paul says, The glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6. He turns that face towards us in the full sense of the divine end having been reached. God is entirely pleased with it, and He gives us a part in it. He is fully satisfied with the end reached in Christ. The cloud filled the house; the glory of the Lord filled the whole place, and then the king turns his face; that is christianity. It is the attitude of the face of Christ, what God is in Christ towards us. 

    HSHDoes the blessing hang upon the turning of His face in that way? 

    JTThe ministry of the new covenant sets you free to behold that face; He would bring that about in the hearts of His people today. You will observe the Spirit says, The king turned his face. 

    FPThe standing of the people would be the response to that. 

    JTYes; the whole congregation of Israel stood. 

    QuesAre you referring to the ministry that we get in the epistle to the Ephesians? 

    JTYes; we are being brought to that; it is to be apprehended now. I have no doubt that 1 Kings bears on christianity. Everything is available to the Son; David gives over all to Solomon, and he sits on the throne. Solomon is king with his father. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand, John 3:35. 

    JnoTThere is nothing lost of what David brought in. 

    JTIt is all carried forward in Solomon. It is well to dismiss from our minds the type, and to occupy ourselves with the antitype. Christianity is no development, it is perfection at the outset; all that God is doing is bringing us to that. I think that some little headway has been made in the way the saints are turning to the Lord and looking for His coming, and seeking to answer to the assembly in a little way now. 

    HMSWe might think that finality will be reached when the Lord Jesus comes in glory. 

    JTThat is detail. God has already reached His thought in Christ, and that is what is meant here. Ephesians treats of the eternal purpose Ephesians 3:11 of God in this way. 

    HMSIn Ephesians 2, where the building is referred to, it increases to a holy temple in the Lord. Ephesians 2:21. 

    JTThat is the building, but the divine thought is in Christ. That is, all that is put into the assembly comes out of Christ. The assembly is essential to the divine scheme; Christ is given to be Head over all things to it, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. Ephesians 1:23. 

    JnoTDo you mean that during the whole of the present period God is really working out in detail, seeking to bring the saints to what He really had at the beginning? 

    JTYes. It is all there in an abstract sense; we are brought into it in detail. God begins in principle with what He intends to reach in a concrete way. 

    EMIs verse 14 a direct contrast with verse 12? 

    JTJehovah said that He would dwell in thick darkness; God is now in the light. The whole thing is brought out, and Ephesians contemplates not only Christ, but the assembly. He raised us up together and made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ. The working out is another thing, but the end was reached in Christ. 

    GYIs that the meaning of Ephesians 6, having done all, to stand Ephesians 6:13. 

    JTThe end has been reached and we have to stand in relation to that, only Ephesians also contemplates that each of us is to be brought to the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ. 

    EuRThe word in connection with Solomon was, I will be his father, and he shall be my son. 2 Samuel 7:14. Does that suggest complete satisfaction in that blessed Person, and God is simply working from that standpoint? 

    JTThe end is there to start with. You may say it is abstract, and it is in a way; but Ephesians contemplates what there is in heaven, and so do Hebrews and Galatians; it is the Jerusalem which is above always. God is working up to it, and I think Solomon turning his face has that in view. The people are blest, then God is blest and then he prays a long prayer. 

    QuesIs that why Solomon calls attention to what was in the heart of David? 

    JTYes; I suppose to bring out the heart of Christ. David represents the Lord here as suffering and dying, and Solomon represents Christ in heaven. 

    HEFWhy does it say there was nothing in the ark but the two tables of stone? 

    JTThat is finality. It is not the wilderness any longer; Aarons rod that budded and the manna have disappeared; it is the mind or purpose of God we are dealing with here. 

    HEFAnd you imply that that is a privilege to which the saints can be brought now? 

    JTAnd see, the Spirits power 
Has oped the heavenly door; 
Has brought me to that favoured hour 
When toil shall all be oer. (74:5) 

    That is in Christ. So that Solomon having turned his face and the congregation are standing, he says, Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel, who spoke with his mouth unto David my father. Then it goes on: I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel ... . And it was in the heart of David my father to build a house unto the name of Jehovah the God of Israel. But Jehovah said to David my father, Whereas it was in thy heart to build a house unto my name, thou didst well that it was in thy heart; nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son that shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the house unto my name. And Jehovah has performed his word which he spoke; and I am risen up in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as Jehovah promised, and I have built the house unto the name of Jehovah the God of Israel. And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant of Jehovah, which he made with our fathers when he brought them out of the land of Egypt. I have done it, he says; it all points on to what Christ has effected. God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us ... has quickened us with the Christ. Ephesians 2:4,5. You see what is taken up and completed, and we begin with that; the detail is another matter. 

    HSHDoes. Pauls ministry bring us to that? 

    JTPauls ministry opens up all this to us, and the ministry of the Spirit brings us to it. 

    PJBWhat does the name of the God of Israel mean? It is emphasised many times. 

    JTFor us it would be Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. What God is to Christ, and what He is as known in Christ. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ. Ephesians 1:3. He is His Father and our Father, His God and our God. 

    RemYou see how infinitely superior it all is to anything here. 

    JTSo that it is what is above that matters. 

    JHIs that involved in the man-child being caught up in Revelation 12? 

    JTYes. 

    WPWhat is the significance of the feast in verse 2? 

    JTIt is what we are brought into in enjoyment. The seventh month would indicate the end of the course of exercise and the work of God that had all this in view. A year is a period in which things are accomplished. 

    WPIs it the feast of tabernacles? 

    JTThat feast was in this month  the fifteenth day of it. 

    JSWould Moses building according to pattern be what you have in mind? Moses saw the thing perfect to begin with, and everything moved on from that apprehension.. 

    JTThat is right. He had the pattern in his own mind; the specification would hardly have sufficed. 

    JSYou are pressing what God had in His mind to begin with, are you not? 

    JTYes. It is very important. As to the assembly, Pauls way of putting it is the heavenlies, Ephesians 2:6 and Jerusalem above, Galatians 4:26 and Johns way is the holy city, the new Jerusalem. Revelation 21:2. The holy city coming down  the completion of the mind of God. John shows it in the future; Paul speaks of it in an abstract way as something already reached. God began in Exodus by building houses for the midwives, showing what He would do for those who serve. It does not appear that they had any word from Him, but they understood His mind, so God built them houses. There can be no doubt that Israel had in their minds to build Jehovah a house, but He says, If you do, it is to be according to My pattern. He does not leave it with us; it is all to be according to pattern. 

    RemThe house is to be for Jehovah, and not for man. 

    JTYes. So that David had the pattern by the Spirit; 1 Chronicles 28:11,12; 1 Chronicles 28:19. Moses was shown the pattern of the tabernacle on the mount. 

    RemShould it not he a matter of great encouragement and joy to us that God has reached perfection? 

    JTIndeed it should. It steadies one. Am I moving in that relation? If I am in the Anglican Church, I am not doing so. Jerusalem above is our mother, and surely I want to get in touch with my mother. A national church cannot be this. Before sin came into the world, it was in the divine mind that there should be the man and the woman  Christ and the assembly  and that thought ran right through. 

    HEFDo you think that the effect of Christs service for us on high at the present time is seen in the ministry that we are receiving below? 

    JTIt is all through Him, but immediately by the Holy Spirit. 

    QuesDid the apostle Paul have that in view when he speaks in Colossians 1 about being given to fulfil the word of God, and then he sought to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus? 

    JTYes. The completion of the word of God is the truth of the assembly  the mystery. 

    QuesHow is the ark typical of Christ? 

    JTThe ark is typical of Christ as containing the testimony. It was the strength and glory of God; Psalm 78:61. It is marked by suffering  going through death. It is comparatively very small, but it has very peculiar measurements, always an added half in each dimension. In Numbers the ark had a place in the centre of the camp; but when Israel began to move, instead of keeping that place, it went before them to seek out a resting-place, which sets forth Christ in His love; in His solitariness here, carrying the testimony of God which was in His heart right through. The ark is the centre of everything. What Christ is as become Man and dying here must be the centre of everything for us, and what He is as Son over all is in relation to that. 

    HSHWould the ark connect in any way with Johns gospel, If therefore ye seek me, let these go their way? John 18:8. 

    JTYes it; it was the ark going before, making a way for the people. When the priests feet that bore the ark touched the waters, they were completely cut off. What Christ is in heaven is typified in what is seen in Canaan, but the ark is in view throughout the wilderness; it leads us into the land through death. 

    QuesWhat is meant by the staves being drawn out, so that the ends of the staves were seen in the holy place? 

    JTIt means that the ark would never be carried again. It would never have to go through the wilderness again; Christ will not have to pass that way again, and your heart accedes to that; you love to think of Him at rest. The ark was placed in the oracle of the house, and the staves were seen in the holy place; the priests coming in there could see the staves, thus there was a testimony that the ark would never again have to be carried. 

    EuRWill you say a little about the Lord Jesus on our side in this mediatorial service of prayer? 

    JTSolomon spread forth his hands towards heaven, and said: Jehovah, God of Israel! there is no God like thee, in the heavens above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. We ought to notice this. The Mediator brings out the greatness of God; it is because our thoughts of God are so very small that we try to bring Him down to fit in with our apprehension of Him. Solomon reminds us of what God is. Paul says He dwelleth in light unapproachable. 1 Timothy 6:16. The Mediator reminds us of that, so that we should have a right thought of God, and think more of the love that has brought Him within our range. 

    EuRWere you suggesting that in the Mediator we have One who is on our side to take us in to God? 

    JTThe Mediator brings God out to us, and He is on our side to bring us in, so that we are in the presence of God. 

    HEFWould you say that as that service is carried on in us, our eyes will be opened to the glory of God? We would see what a wonderful Person He is. 

    JTThere is hardly anything that touches one more than the thought of the ark, the smallness of it and what it went through, and what it maintained  the full mind of God, and nothing lost. 

    QuesWhy does Solomon spread forth his hands towards heaven? 

    JTTo show the relation of heaven to earth. Heaven always takes precedence of earth. As to the greatness of God, there is a challenge given in Isaiah as to how Israel should regard Him (Isaiah 40:18 - 26). Although we may not liken Him to a graven image, we are in grave danger of forming a conception of Him which limits Him to our natural finite minds. 

    QuesAre we in any danger of being too familiar in our address to Him? 

    JTNo doubt; but the great mischief is in fitting Him into our natural conception. He has been declared by the Son in things beyond our comprehension; but faith sees God in them; He is apprehended in the Son; there is light as to Him, but we cannot compass Him. 

    HMSIt was the thought of the greatness of God that made the apostle often stop in writing the epistles and add those wonderful doxologies. 
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    WISDOM - THE HANDMAID OF LOVE (SMC 5)

    1 Kings 8:1-9; 1 Kings 8:22-28; 1 Kings 10:1-9

    SMcCWe were noticing in Nelson last weekend the dignity and greatness of the position that comes into view in relation to Solomon. He sets out the great thought of sonship, and the whole system of things in the opening chapters of 1 Kings in relation to Solomons regime, suggests in type the greatness and magnificence of christianity from the heavenly viewpoint. It is important that we should understand the greatness of christianity as presented in Christ in the assembly from the heavenly side, because we are formed generally by what engages us; and one thing to be noted too in relation to Solomon is this great feature of wisdom which seems to mark the position established in relation to him. I think that we need to understand this feature more. There would be a difference between light and wisdom. I think that the more sonship is apprehended according to the mind of God as characterising the dispensation, the more the resource linked with wisdom will be seen in operation amongst the saints in the solution of all the administrative matters. The legal system would train the legal mind to think along certain lines and would like precepts to guide and a book of definitions in administrative matters; but in Solomons regime we are impressed with the dignity of sonship, with which is linked this great feature of wisdom. Wisdom is the handmaid of love, and where you get sonship apprehended and enjoyed among the saints and love operating, we may expect this quality of wisdom in the local gatherings in the working out of the truth, especially on the public and administrative side. You will remember that in chapter 7, verse 13, it says, And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He was a widows son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass, and he was full of wisdom and understanding and knowledge, to do all kinds of work in brass. I think it would be apparent to the brethren that there is help needed in the works of brass, for while Solomons regime involves remarkable dignity and glory, yet the works of brass contemplate the moral question, the working out of things on the moral side. Solomon did not give the man a blue-print or a chart to operate by; it says of the man that he was full of wisdom and understanding and knowledge to do, that is, not to lecture or write a book on the subject, but to do all kinds of work in brass, especially alluding to the vessels that were in the court. I think we need to see this quality appearing on the Solomonic side where sonship is so prominent and casting its influence over the whole realm. Where it is apprehended and enjoyed among the saints, and all the liberty and the dignity that goes with it, we should expect wisdom in operation. 

    DAIIs this consistent with the poor wise man who delivers the city? 

    SMcCWell, that quality of wisdom would be seen there, in the way that he operates. Wisdom is particularly referred to, with him. 

    JRIs it striking that at the beginning of chapter 2 where David said to Solomon, Thou art a wise man, he gives instructions in connection with Shimei and the others? I wondered if you would connect that with the works of brass in a moral way. 

    SMcCWell, they are connected. The moral question enters into the works of brass. They seem to have a great place in Solomons system, especially the abundant provision for the administration of cleansing, in the sea and in the ten lavers. I thought we might see first of all, in the first section that we read, the great place that Solomon has, the matter of assembling to him which seems to be stressed so much. Then we see the place that the ark has, the paramount concern being in the opening verses as to the ark being in its place. Then in the middle of the chapter we note the great concern of Solomon and the provision that he, as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, would seek to make, for all that might come into the dispensation, covering every matter in his intercessory service. Then in the last section we see the way the work of God appears in such as the Queen of Sheba represents, especially her appreciation of wisdom, to which she refers. She had heard of Solomon, and it says, verse 7, The half was not told me: in wisdom and prosperity thou exceedest the report that I heard. Then the end of verse 8, Who hear thy wisdom. All this stresses the great feature of wisdom. The end of verse 6 too, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thine affairs, and of thy wisdom. I think that wisdom is an important quality to take account of in relation to Solomon. 

    RGCIs the thought in their being assembled, their coming under his influence? In 2 Chronicles 10, those who came under his influence were those that gave the right advice, were they not? And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, who had stood before Solomon his father while he yet lived. 

    SMcCYou notice the great place that he seems to have. I suppose Solomon is a type of Christ in one way and the ark is a type in another way. It says in verse 1, Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark, then in verse 2, And all the men of Israel assembled themselves to king Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, and then in verse 5, And king Solomon, and all the assembly of Israel, that were assembled to him; it is remarkable that we should have so much made of this thought of assembling to him. Perhaps you would say a little more as to what is involved in assembling to him. 

    SMcCI think it involves what you were referring to, the strengthening in our minds of the importance of Solomon, in the way in which he is presented here. 

    CAIWould it be according to 1 Colossians, the Father translating us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, then the greatness of the Son enlarged upon? 

    SMcCHe becomes a rallying point, a focal point - a great thing to notice in relation to the truth from this viewpoint. Colossians being a critical letter, dealing with the saints in a critical position, it is important that Christ should be projected on to the view in spiritual ministry, with a view to the saints being helped over that critical juncture. 

    CAISo that it is not just to meet our individual setting in responsibility with liberation and deliverance as in Romans, but to help us when we come to take up collective exercises among the saints assembly-wise, as Colossians would bring before us. 

    SMcCSo that you get the word in Colossians, Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another. Colossians is to stress this matter of wisdom; especially as the saints are shut up in Christ. They are complete in Christ who is the Head. Human wisdom must be shut out. Christ is the One who is to be apprehended as Head and no doubt for the assembly, that enters into the teaching here. The movements are governed by Christ in type in this way, as giving direction. 

    CAIPaul says to them, That no one may delude you and so on. There were certain things that we may be deluded by but not if Christ is in His place before us. 

    SMcCWell, exactly, so that this portion would especially stress Solomon as the assembling point. We need to be delivered from man, from mans way of thinking and doing. The enemy would constantly divert us through mans way of thinking, whereas the headship of Christ is to characterise matters in the assembly. 

    FMcCSo in Chapter 3 in connection with the saving of the child alive it says, Israel Saw that the wisdom of God was in him. 

    SMcCA remarkable statement in that relation, the way it comes to light, not first of all in what he writes but what he does, his way of operating. I think that this quality of wisdom is a great one, it enters into creation. In the mediatorial operations of God in creation, it entered there, wisdom was there, but is seen now in a prime way in the great vessel that is in mind, in the type here, in Kings, in the assembly. 

    WHWWould you say wisdom is a feature that enables us to use knowledge? 

    SMcCExactly. It is a resource, a feature of divine resource that enables us to apply light in regard to given circumstances, to work out light in regard to given exercises and circumstances. 

    WCThe all varied wisdom of God, it speaks of, worked out in the saints. 

    SMcCYes. Ephesians 3 refers to that in relation to the assembly. Constantly matters arise which become a challenge to us as to the working out of light that we have had. Well, that is where wisdom would come in. 

    WHWSo that James speaks of the necessity of it, If any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God. 

    SMcCJames would be very practical about the matter and about matters in general; and you feel especially in regard to the side of working out things practically, we need to seek this feature of wisdom more and more. 

    AMWho has been made to us wisdom. Christ is available in that way, our resource at every point. 

    SMcCIt is interesting how Paul begins the Corinthian letter with reference to Christ in that way; He is made to us wisdom, from God, righteousness, and holiness, and redemption. So that the saints are fully furnished from Pauls viewpoint, in the local position. 

    QuesDoes Paul, bringing in the cross in 1 Corinthians 1 do away with the wisdom of this world? The wisdom of the wise according to this world, the cross would meet that, would it? 

    SMcCThe truth of the cross is to exclude and to eliminate the wisdom of men. There were those that were developing their own wisdom at Corinth and the word of the cross was brought in to put out of court the natural mind, because the place where our Lord was crucified was Golgotha, the place of a skull. 

    WHWHave you in mind in assembling to Solomon, the people had a sense of the necessity of coming into the gain of this wisdom? 

    SMcCThat is what I thought that the repeated allusions to the assembling to Solomon would suggest to our minds the importance of making way for Solomon in this light, and what marked Solomon, especially as we take account of the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, the wealth of wisdom that lies in Solomon in relation to practical matters. 

    LFIt is not without significance that we have the woman of worth at the end of Proverbs. 

    SMcCIt is a natural sequence to what comes out in the teaching in the book, that there is one that comes on to our view in whom the resources of wisdom would be expressed on the feminine side. They are presented in Solomon on the masculine side but they come to light in the woman of worth on the feminine side. On the masculine side, in what is presented in Christ, there is no difficulty; where the difficulties come in, is in the working out of the things in the assembly. 

    CAIIn 1 Corinthians 15 where Paul refers to the distinctions of glory, the glory of the heavenly, the glory of the earthly, he brings in to view the heavenly One and says, Such also the heavenly ones. Does this indicate that our assemblies need to be in the recognition of the heavenly? 

    SMcCBecause the heavenly side in the type is stressed in the teaching throughout here; and the more we understand the heavenly side of the truth in Ephesians, the more we shall be helped to work out the Corinthian side. 

    GWBWould you say a little more as to what you said earlier, as to wisdom being the handmaid of love. 

    SMcCWell, I think that we shall find that where sonship is enjoyed among the saints, and where love is free, in its movements and operations, you will find the handmaid right by in wisdom. 

    DRTIs there a power of attraction lying behind their assembling to him? 

    SMcCWell, that is important to notice in relation to ourselves. You get Solomons service stressed in the first verse of the 8th chapter, involving the elders of Israel, the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers. It is a great thing that these elements should come under Solomons influence, and Solomon sees the prime effect of their so coming. Then it says in verse 2, And all the men of Israel assembled themselves to king Solomon at the feast in the month of Ethanim. Now the seventh month is to be noted as we have perhaps noted before. It is the climax of the agricultural year, which as the brethren in this area would know better than I do, has to do with the crops. It is the month of the feast of tabernacles when the fulness of the harvest is reached and the enjoyment of it is in mind. So you find that all the men of Israel assembled themselves to King Solomon at the feast in the month of Ethanim, that is the seventh month. We find the men of Israel answering to the light or the direction presented in verse 1, and then the state of the saints coming up in relation to their movement in verse 2. 

    QuesWould this assembling be in relation to the purpose of God regarding Solomon - Christ as Son over Gods house? 

    SMcCWell, the purpose of God would underlie the whole position in Kings in regard to the house; but I think in verse 2 the feast in the month of Ethanim is a question of how the saints are getting on in their souls. How are the saints here and elsewhere getting on in the truth? It is the state that marks the saints which the agricultural year suggests; that is, the yield and development on the subjective side among the saints. 

    CAIWhat kind of crops we have? 

    SMcCWhat kind of crops we have; that is an important thing. 

    DAIIt is an important consideration in view of the bringing forward of the basket of first fruits. 

    SMcCWell, it would be. The service of God is sustained by the richness of the agricultural year; but then the practical conditions among the saints are prospered through what enters into the agricultural year. 

    WHWYou mean that there has been a spiritual ministry now, what has been the result? - it comes to light in the seventh month. 

    SMcCThat is what the seventh month would raise with us. We have been going over the wonderful character of the ministry in the earlier part of the book; but the seventh month brings us up another side, that is, there has been much sowing as we know in these closing days of the dispensation, we have been under a remarkable ministry as to the service of God, as to Christ and as to the Spirit and as to the assembly. Now what kind of crop is coming about? That is the question the seventh month would raise. 

    GWBWould Gideon have something of this in mind in threshing wheat in the winepress? 

    SMcCWell, he was concerned about the people of God, that the food supply might be preserved from the hand of the enemy, and God honoured him for it. 

    WCThe object of this gathering you referred to in Solomon was to bring up the ark of the covenant. Would you help us as to that? 

    SMcCWell, I think it is the grace of the system. The ark of the covenant stresses the great resources of grace in the system and it is important that we should understand the position from that viewpoint too, Thou therefore, my child, Paul says to Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus that is what characterises the position in the last days; not only that on our side we depart from iniquity but we are strengthened for it in our constitutions on the principle of being strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. That is the ark of the covenant, that has a governing place here. 

    RGCSo that James helps in this thought of wisdom being a handmaid of love. He describes the wisdom from above, it is first pure then peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits and so on. Is this the kind of wisdom we want to operate, especially when we come together for care meetings? 

    SMcCExactly. So this word in verse 3 is to be noted. Now we have not previously had a word about the priests, in the first two verses there has not been a word about the priests; but notice how it reads in verse 3, And all the elders of Israel came; and the priests took up the ark. I take it that the priests suggest those, in the type, who have the Spirit and in whom the principles of wisdom would be seen operating, as having the Spirit and capacitated to think and to act for God. So they come in to the position without, as it were, a word. You see in verse 1 it is Solomon assembling the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers, to bring up the ark; but when you come to verse 3 it says, And all the elders of Israel came; and the priests took up the ark, showing how intelligence is operating, not as in the new cart, which provided such disastrous results in Davids time, but the priests immediately move in and it says they took up the ark. 

    RemThe priests lips keep knowledge and at his mouth they seek the law. 

    SMcCThey had knowledge of the law, they knew what to do and they knew how to do it. Luke stresses the priestly side. You will remember it says of the women they saw how the body of Jesus was laid. That is the way things were done. 

    RemFurther down the Levites were also brought in, the latter part of verse 4. 

    SMcCYes, that is an added feature; it says, And they brought up the ark of Jehovah, and the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent: the priests and the Levites brought them up. As we proceed in the chapter, the truth takes on greater fulness. 

    WHWIs that working out in type the thought in Colossians, ye are complete in him? I was thinking as coming to Solomon there were the elders and the elders know their place. They do not interfere with the priests in their place and the priests know their place. 

    SMcCThat is how it works out. So that the assembly becomes a wonderful realm in that way under the influence of the headship of Christ. Persons are functioning without one interfering with another, matters are proceeding in an orderly way. The month Ethanim, the seventh month, especially stresses a good state amongst the saints, that is promoting these kind of movements. It is a basis for these kinds of movements. 

    WHWThere would be room here for the thought of seeing your order too would there not? 

    SMcCWe have it in Colossians. What a great delight to Paul to look out upon the Colossian saints and think of them in that light. 

    LFIf we think of our weekly history here we think of the saints characteristically gathering or assembling together to break bread. Would that come in here with the thought of assembling to Solomon? 

    SMcCYes, that would come into the position because it is seen in a special way in the Lords day morning, the first day of the week. But one is not thinking of it particularly in relation to a special meeting, although it enters in a peculiar way into that time, because the Lords Supper is the fountain-head of all the gatherings; the service of God flows out of it; the preaching of the word of God and all the meetings during the week flow out of it. One is speaking of the teaching here in a general way where the ark is being brought into its proper position in the house of God; that is, Christ is being brought into the position that is rightly His. The ministry that is directing towards this end is linked with Solomon as the King. 

    CAIYou referred to the thought of grace in connection with the ark, would you say some more about that. 

    SMcCWell, I think the covenant brings in the fixed purposes of God to bless. The covenant reminds us of that, the Lord brought them out from Egypt and they were brought to Himself and at Mount Horeb He unfolded the disposition of His heart toward them. He brought in what was in His mind and heart to them in the ministry of Moses there; and the ark of the covenant stands peculiarly linked with that side of things. 

    ATSSo would the title, in Christ Jesus, have special force in that connection, in a day of brokenness? 

    SMcCYes, it would seem to characterise the whole of 2 Timothy, would it not? In nearly every chapter there is an allusion to it. 

    WCIn verse 4 it is referred to as the ark of Jehovah, would you help us as to that? 

    SMcCThe ark of Jehovah is specially stressing its relations with God, not so much its relation to the people; the covenant brings in the people, it is obvious that God would make no covenant in relation to Himself. The covenant bears on the people but the ark of Jehovah represents peculiarly what Christ is to God. 

    CAIWould it imply the embodiment of all those thoughts and feelings in the heart of God towards us expressed in the person of Jesus? 

    SMcCExactly. And the tent of meeting is brought up with it and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the priests and the Levites brought them up. They are not instructed or told to do it but they do it showing the intelligence that enters into this movement. They are not going to leave one thought behind, all the wealth that has gone before is gathered up and brought into the position. 

    DAIIs it done without any set order or form, but done through instinct or through spirituality? 

    SMcCI should think more spirituality than instinct because when we come to headship it involves intelligence in the saints, that is spirituality, making room for the Spirit. Instincts would, of course, enter into it too, basically, but I think the importance of the feature of wisdom is that the saints are affected intelligently, and they know what to do, they know how to bring in divine thoughts, those that are needed at the right time, and in the right circumstances. 

    GAAIn connection with this matter of things having to be done and Solomon being the focal point, I was wondering if the verse in Matthew 25 might fit in with what you have in mind; it says, And the King answering shall say to them, Verily, I say to you Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me. Would that fit in with the line of thought that you have? 

    SMcCSay something more as to what is on your mind. 

    GAAWell, I thought the point seems to be that things are to be done, and the true Solomon being the gathering point; so that I thought that scripture would emphasise what can be done as under the Lord Himself. 

    SMcCYes, it is very interesting in that section; the sessional judgment is before us there. It is making way for the introduction of the world to come with all that is linked with it on the Solomonic side; and of course the treatment of the messengers would be their treatment of Christ; so that the Lord is the focal point you mean, in the matter there. 

    FWI was going to ask a question as to all the holy vessels? 

    SMcCIt shows the importance of having all the truth in our minds, not just part of the truth. It says, And the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; now that represents all that stood related to the ministry of Moses. It is not called the ministry of Moses here but it is all that stood related to the ministry of Moses and it is brought forward and fits into the position that we have here - the priest; and the Levites intelligently doing what is required. 

    TRHSo that while Leviticus and Deuteronomy would give us divine principles in their orderings, would wisdom make these divine principles function in a sphere of divine grace? 

    SMcCWell, that is exactly what is in mind. Wisdom is the great feature that we need, as to how things are made to operate. Light opens up the mind of God to us as to the truth, and as to principles; but wisdom is essential as to how the truth is to operate, 

    and that is the difficulty with us; I mean there is no lack in the truth. We have all the ministry and we have all the light as to the truth and principles; where the difficulties constantly come in is on the line of wisdom, as to how to make the truth operate. 

    TRHPaul called for it in Corinth. One wise man he called for. 

    ATSI do not want to divert but I wondered if you would say a word as to the quality of spiritual understanding in connection with what you are saying. The three are mentioned in Colossians; wisdom, knowledge and spiritual understanding. You have been speaking of wisdom in relation to knowledge or light; but how does the other quality fit in with things in the working out of matters administratively. The thought of spiritual understanding, how does it fit in with the working out of things. What does it mean? 

    SMcCYou remember the reference in Ephesians to the being renewed in the spirit of your mind. Spiritual understanding I think links with that and with what our brother was saying as to what is instinctive, not with the early instincts in the believer in regard to the moral question as in Romans, like Jacob taking his brother Esau by the heel; but more what is instinctive on the principle of We have the mind of Christ, that is we have the thinking faculty. It is one thing to have the thoughts, but having the mind of Christ means that we have the faculty. I think spiritual understanding links with that kind of thing. Wisdom is the resource but understanding links with the faculty. We have got the right way of thinking and working out the truth. 

    LFWould John 20 help us? The words say there As the Father sent me forth, I also send you. Then he breathed into them. I was thinking of the manner in which things are done and the ability to do them. 

    SMcCI see, the ability to do them. The Spirit in that way helps us as to spiritual understanding; 

    it is a quality in the saints which is a great feature marking both the Colossian and the Ephesian letters. 

    GWIs it that wisdom is profitable to direct in this matter? 

    SMcCWisdom is resource, understanding is not quite resource in that setting. Understanding involves our apprehension. Wisdom does not exactly involve our apprehension; it enters into the working out of what we apprehend. 

    WHWIn assembly matters does the resource of wisdom mean that the brethren are never held up? 

    SMcCExactly. That is the point in wisdom. Wisdom means that we are not baffled, we do not reach an impasse. Wisdom being the handmaid of love, there is always a way through in working the truth out. 

    RemTo one ... the word of wisdom, it says. 

    SMcCWell, that is what there is in the assembly, what is under the Spirits hand, that may be something that is needed for the particular moment, because, in the assembly, in the mystery involving Christ and the assembly we have the wealth and fulness of wisdom. A remarkable thing, as it says in Colossians In which not in whom but In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. Knowledge means the understanding of the divine mind but wisdom involves how it is going to work out. 

    DRTProverbs 1: 2 - 3, To know wisdom and instruction, to discern the words of understanding, to receive the instruction of wisdom. Wisdom is instruction in the working. 

    SMcCWell, it is. 

    WHWDo I understand that you have in your mind that any local company has this wisdom, it is available to them irrespective of whether there is a gift of wisdom in that company or not? That is a different thought, is it not? 

    SMcCThat is another side. It is a question of what is in the assembly. The great resources that are linked with the assembly, from the Colossian viewpoint, in which (that is the mystery) are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

    GWBWould this preserve us in a matter arising that is difficult, from doing what someone may think, instead of waiting on the Lord that the truth might be brought to bear in the power of the Spirit, as giving an answer to the question in mind? 

    SMcCWe should understand how to make way for wisdom flowing from Christ in His headship, typified in king Solomon. We should make way for that amongst us so that it may operate in the solution of matters. 

    GWBIs not our difficulty that we are too prone to lean on what someone may think? 

    SMcCWell, that is native to all of us. 

    WHWWisdom is said to have treasures. 

    SMcCYes, they are to be brought out. 

    CAIUnderstanding would come in, in the recognition of the headship of Christ and all that is there in Him. As we have understanding in that connection there would be the availability of the resources that can be brought to bear on any matter. 

    GAAThe sisters would have a valued part in this drawing out, would they not? 

    SMcCCertainly. That is the great value of the assembly in the light of Colossians involving the brothers and the sisters. It says of the mystery in that epistle that in it are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. So that as the saints stand related to one another and to Christ in a dependent way, you would expect some of these treasures to come out. 

    BIIn our difficulties would you encourage us to be restful in waiting on the Spirit in regard to a word of wisdom. We are furnished as well in this locality as we would be anywhere. 

    SMcCYes, from the standpoint in which we are speaking of it. Of course that would not preclude help through gifts of government that the Lord may have in His own provision set in the assembly. It does not militate against that, in fact it makes room for that to operate, but we should be concerned to see the resources that there are in every local company, to work out matters for themselves. 

    RemSo that basic to this Christ is made unto us wisdom. 

    SMcCYes. Paul says in 1 Corinthians that God has made Christ wisdom unto us, but the difficulty with us comes in the understanding of that, the working out of that. 

    CAIWhat would you say as to Pauls combat as he refers to it in Colossians 2 as bearing upon this matter of wisdom? He combats to the end that their hearts might be encouraged, being united together in love. Does combat imply that there are forces that are working against us in this respect? 

    SMcCHe finishes chapter 1, verse 29, Whereunto also I toil, combating according to his working, which works in me in power. For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; to the end that their hearts may be encouraged being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. And I say this to the end that no one may delude you by persuasive speech. That is, Paul is seeking to draw their attention to the greatness of what there is in relation to the mystery, Christ and the assembly. Especially what there is down here among the saints, the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge and that this matter involves combat on the part of Paul because the enemy is always seeking to deflect the saints from Christ in His headship. 

    GWBWould what you are bringing before us help us to reduce, maybe, the length of some of our care meetings? 

    SMcCWell, it would, because there is understanding and there is wisdom; we have to see that these things belong to the assembly. It is not that we call them in as if they were outside the room, they are there among the brethren, in the brothers and sisters, they are there in the body. The body is an organism replete with these qualities. The thing is to make room for the headship of Christ that through that kind of influence these resources may come out. 

    RGNThis all emphasises what you were referring to earlier - the assembling. We seem to deprive ourselves so often of these resources through lack of unity. 

    SMcCThat is where the difficulty comes in. This word assembling is a dignified word in christianity. Paul brings it up in a very dignified way to adjust them in the way they came together. We need to see the dignity that attaches to the position as we assemble together. 

    GWBDoes what you referred to in Colossians, being united together in love, bear upon that? 

    SMcCThat is the great point. We have wonderful light as to the body; where the difficulty comes in is working out the truth of the body practically. Moral distance comes in between us in our localities, it is remarkable the estrangement that comes in sometimes between brother and brother, and sister and sister, and vice versa. The body is to correct that kind of thing, so that we might be set together organically, especially under the influence of the headship of Christ. 

    GWBTrue love would not tolerate that distance, would it? 

    SMcCNor would the working out of the headship of Christ, the influence of king Solomon amongst the saints, allow it. 

    GWBThe Lord speaks to his disciples in John 15, This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

    SMcCExactly. Now it says in verse 6, And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the oracle of the house. This is to be noted; why the oracle should be brought in here is because divine speaking would be in mind. The oracle suggests the ambit of divine speaking, and that is an important thing, in this section, because all the truth is to be in our minds. The Spirit is here to guide us into all the truth. The seventh month suggests the completing of things, on the agricultural side, and the oracle suggests all the truth, the whole mind of God. 

    WHWDifficulties come in when we have not got the whole truth. It has been said that the truth is the only ground that we can stand together on. 

    SMcCTherefore the importance of whole thoughts - being in our minds. One of the things Mr. Taylor has stressed through the years is that we should have whole thoughts in our minds, that is, whole thoughts as to the truth, and whole thoughts as to the assembly. 

    RGCDoes this involve the oracle, being marked by accuracy, acting according to divine principle? 

    SMcCThat is, it is the mind of God here, not the mind of man. The mind of God, accuracy in the truth. 

    GWBWould that then suggest that having the whole truth, as you say, in relation to any matter, it would have the necessary result of setting the saints together, whereas part of the truth may have the opposite effect? 

    SMcCPaul is prepared to accept what the Corinthians did, he refers to acknowledging them in part, he is prepared to go on with that, but he labours to get them on to the ground of the whole truth. 

    DRTDo we see something of that in Acts 15, in the way wisdom dominated the situation there, Peter standing up and the mind of God is made known. 

    SMcCThe principle of the oracle is there. Then it says in the scripture before us, and I think it is beautiful, after the reference to the oracle in the most holy place it says under the wings of the cherubim; for the cherubim stretched forth their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered the ark and its staves above. We are reminded of the balance of the truth in this way, the cherubim being symbolic beings, referring to care and protecting interest, especially as to what the ark suggests. I think that should be known constantly, the element of what is suggested in these symbols. The cherubim stretch forth their wings over the place of the ark, notice that over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered the ark, and its staves above. It is as if there is this great element of judicial care, a judicial mind. I am speaking of a judicial mind in the sense of a mind that is affected by the Spirit to protect the truth, to protect the person of Christ. 

    WHWWould we get a suggestion of that in a spiritual way in what the apostle says in Colossians 1, when he outlines of the features of the greatness of Christ? 

    SMcCI think we do. I think we see in the Colossian epistle the cherubim, as we have it here, stretching forth their wings over the place of the ark and the cherubim covering the ark and its staves above. I believe that can be written over the Colossian epistle. 

    WHWIt brings in the idea of the majesty of Christ. 

    SMcCThat is it. We should never lose sight of that. The majesty of the Person of Christ, so that every one of us, brothers and sisters, would constantly be marked by the cherubim feature in order to counteract any alien influence that might affect our minds. 

    GWBWhat did you have in mind in regard to the place of the ark you referred to? 

    SMcCWell, it is interesting to see that the cherubim stands related not only to the ark, but to the place of the ark; that is the place that Christ should have among the brethren in the assembly. There would be divine care exercised as to the distinctive place that is His, as we have referred to it in Colossians, His headship. 

    TRHPauls corrective epistles would be somewhat on that line, would they not, being cherubic in character, to preserve the place of Christ in the assembly. 

    FMcCWe have thought of the staves as the means by which the ark was carried. Do I understand that you are speaking of them on the line of protection as well, or is that the cherubim? 

    SMcCThe cherubim covered the ark, and its staves above. I think there is a beautiful suggestion in that, it is the holy care that enters into the gospels. Matthew, Mark and Luke and John too; the holy care that enters into the protecting of what was linked with the movements of Christ in testimony here. 

    WHWIt would enter into Acts 5 I suppose in Peter speaking to Ananias and Sapphira. 

    SMcCYes, it would. The movement forward of the testimony as we have seen it in the Acts. Now I thought we might just allude briefly to the prayer. It is a remarkable prayer and I think it should affect our souls how, in type, we are reminded of the service of Christ in covering the dispensation, that whatever may come into it in the way of breakdown and failure, provision is made for it. It says in verse 33, When thy people Israel are put to the worse before the enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and shall turn again to thee, and confess thy name and pray, and make supplication unto thee in this house; then hear thou in the heavens, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the land that thou gavest unto their fathers, then you get in verse 31, if men have sinned, then you get in verse 41, And as to the stranger also, then verse 44, If thy people go out to battle. It would seem as if every feature is covered in the outlook of Solomon in regard to what comes into the dispensation. 

    DAIWould Daniel have this substantially in his soul when he opened his window towards Jerusalem? 

    SMcCHis doing so shows the great place the assembly as typified in Jerusalem is to have in our minds in all these matters. It is a prime matter. It is not just praying but as it says, and shall turn again to thee and confess thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee in this house, that is, the stress is on God in the position into which He has come in His house, the assembly as it is in our day. 

    RemIn the answer that God gives He pledges Himself? 

    SMcCSo it says in verse 28, Yet have respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, Jehovah my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee this day. An understanding of Solomons service in this prayer would infuse into us the spirit of consideration for all these matters that enter into the dispensation whether a breakdown publicly, or things that affect us locally. 

    ATSIn a certain sense does the Lord cover the dispensation in John 17? 

    SMcCThat would be the great link with this chapter, with this prayer. The Lord is covering the dispensation in His intercessory service there. 

    CAIMoses does not just rise to this because of what he is typically, do you think? He refers in a time of testing to the people being rebels. 

    SMcCMoses, of course, refers to a side of things that breaks down; but now this is the glory side of things. We have the heavenly side of things in Solomon and provision made for the whole dispensation. I think it is a touching reference to the intercessory service of Christ, in the type. You remember how He said to Peter, in regard to his difficulty, Simon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you as wheat; 

    but I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and thou, once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren. We do not think enough of the intercessory service of Christ. 

    WHWWould we be able to read into verse 33 and the other two or three verses following it a suggestion that if there were a real difficulty that was baffling the saints, instead of having innumerable care meetings, to stop the care meetings and have prayer meetings? 

    SMcCAnd cry to God for help for the wisdom needed in the matter. 

    CAIGod would make us joyful in His house of prayer. 

    SMcCHe would. 

    GWBI was wondering in relation to what has been said whether Joshua 9 would bear on it. In that instance they failed to inquire of Jehovah. Would we be much preserved in matters that are difficult if we did what has been referred to and turned aside and inquired of the Lord? 

    SMcCWell, I think it is important that we should see the need of bringing divine Persons in. We should never reach an impasse in the assembly; if we do, well, it should raise a question with us as to our state because the Spirit of God is with us and the Lord is with us, so that there would be the ability to go through with every matter, not to be held up by an impasse. An impasse is really the fruit of some alien activity. 

    FMcCI was just wondering if Peter in prison would be something like that, but unceasing prayer was made by the assembly to God concerning him. 

    SMcCWell, that shows again the importance of prayer. I do not think we make enough of prayer, both privately and publicly. Mr. Raven said in America that if he had his time to live over again he would pray more. 

    RGCDo we get that in chapter 10, the Queen of Sheba goes to Solomon even with enigmas? What are these enigmas? 

    SMcCWell, she has a lot of them, you know. Sometimes the brethren have a lot of them. Bring Solomon in, that is the point. Come to Solomon, Solomon is the one that has the answer. I mean Solomon represents Christ in His headship, in that way, particularly in regard to this feature of wisdom. Wisdom is a particular feature of the operation of headship among the saints. 

    TRHThe last section that is spoken of here is the breakdown of the children of Israel in captivity. The word is that they pray in relation to the land and to the city and to the house and to the settled place of Gods dwelling. Do all these features come in in relation to difficulties, so that these things stand, and the settled place of Gods dwelling is not disturbed? 

    SMcCSo that these dignified thoughts should come into our minds. Solomon stood before the altar. I think we are to learn from that; what the altar represents as standing before it. The difficulty with most of us, I suppose, is, speaking for oneself, that we want to stick to our point and are more prepared to justify our point than to allow the wisdom of Christ, in the operation of his headship, to have its way in the assembly. 

    RemDoes the altar suggest that we may have to lay down our lives? 

    SMcCThat would be the idea. The principle of the altar represents sacrifice and surrender. The Lord surrendered even to death, allowed Himself to go the whole way, but yet laying the basis for the shining out of God through it all. 

    RemDo you think there may be, in the working out of this, a danger of having our minds made up about a matter, prior to coming together? 

    SMcCEspecially if it excludes the operations of the headship of Christ among the saints. 

    ATSIn regard to the Queen of Sheba, does what she did suggest how the headship of the Christ may be available to the individual believer? 

    SMcCOh, I think so. I think Colossians puts it on that line; every one of us is put on the ground of responsibility as to it as it says, chapter 2, verse 6, As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord walk in him, rooted and built up in him, and assured in the faith, even as ye have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. See that there be no one who shall lead you away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit and so on, and then he says, verse 19, and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body. Holding fast the head involves each of us making room for the headship of Christ. 

    RGCHad James been doing that in Acts 15? He has been with the true Solomon and said Brethren, listen to me. 

    SMcCSo he had moral authority. 

    WHWWe have been speaking a good deal of wisdom connecting it with administrative matters, but does it not primarily link up with leadership in regard to the service of God? 

    SMcCI suppose that is where it is seen in result, in the greatest way. That is, the Queen of Sheba was impressed by the ascent, the going up, wisdom entering into that matter. 

    DRTThat is the seventh month really, is it not? Fruitfulness for God. 

    SMcCThink of what God will have in the assembly, that choice vessel for His own hearts pleasure, in the wisdom that shines in the assembly. There is wonderful wisdom in the creation, but there is wisdom in the assembly involving the knowledge of redemption and other things that move the feelings of divine Persons. 

    CAIShe appreciates the One who is the Son of the Fathers love. 

    SMcCExactly. 
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    1 Kings 9: 10 - 24

    Hiram as a general type represents the Gentile as having a great place in relation to what Christ builds, and being largely contributory to it. But I think we see here a typical foreshadowing of the fact that the Gentile would not, in result, appreciate his assigned portion, or rightly value Solomon or the houses he built. Hiram evidently thought more of what he had done for Solomon than he did of Solomon himself and he despised a portion in the land. He represents the Gentile in a very privileged place, an honoured place, but failing to value what was put within his reach. I think the twenty cities would have given him a place in the heavenly land, typically, and a personal part in the house. He never came to Solomon or saw the house so far as we know, so he missed the best that was available at the time. Many are prepared to contribute: Hiram contributed largely, but he did not come himself to Solomon or to the house. One does not doubt that there is much contribution on the part of some who do not know the glory of the true Solomon. They contribute and serve at a distance, and despise what He most delights to give which is a part and portion with Himself in the heavenly land, for Solomon is typically the heavenly One. Solomon would not have been behind Hiram in giving, but Hiram lacked appreciation of what he had been given because he lacked appreciation of Solomon himself. It is the public result in the Gentile profession and to this day. 

    Do the cedar, cypress and gold represent what the Gentiles contribute according to Pauls ministry? Every man presented perfect in Christ, the offering up of the nations acceptable, the fulness of the nations, according to ministry in Ephesians. That is what the nations contribute according to God. But then all this involves that they take heavenly ground as appreciating it. But if the nations do not continue in goodness they will miss all that has true value. My impression is that what Hiram brings afterwards is the wealth of the nations coming up to Christ as King in Jerusalem but in despising what Solomon gave, Hiram is pre-figuring the want of appreciation of the heavenly which has marked the Gentile profession. The seven assemblies in Asia represent the Gentile animus. 

    Five of them had left the divine position as counting it of no value. So if we look at the nations with God we see immense contribution: if we look at them as in their actual state they have thought the heavenly of no value. 

    Pharaohs daughter represents what Christ gets for His own heart from the Gentiles. She brings as a dowry with her a Canaanitish city dispossessed and given to her. She does not despise a portion in the land. 

    Solomon makes the Canaanites subservient. He is able to bring all into service on the principle of a levy, but the children of Israel serve in the positions of trust. Pharaohs daughter comes up to her own house. Then he builds Millo as the rampart or citadel. She was put in the city of David provisionally, just as we have come to Mount Zion now, though it is not exactly our own place. When Christs building is finished the assembly will have her own place. I think in Kings she has a greater place than Zion: she comes up. In 2 Chronicles 8 it is rather that she is not to dwell in the house of David King of Israel because the place is holy to which the Ark of Jehovah has come. It has the kingdom in view. She is not to dwell in holy places. I think it thus is meant that the Gentiles take a place in the coming time as secondary to Israel as not having a part in the covenant. 
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    1 Kings 9

     25. Solomon also offered incense, and burnt offerings and peace offerings three times a year. 
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    1 KINGS 10 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 10: 1 - 10

    I believe it is right to say that every type of Christ in Scripture is unique; that is it expresses some feature that no other type sets forth in exactly the same way. There are no duplicates. Having this in mind would lead us to pay particular attention to each type so as to be able to distinguish it from all others and to discern the divine wisdom in so presenting that wondrous Person. Solomon is a very full and glorious type of the beloved Son brought to the highest exaltation in order to build the house and to complete its service. All that Scripture speaks of as to the house and its service connects with Christ as Solomon. But Christ is also the wisdom of God to solve all enigmas and to set up an order of things in which nothing can be improved upon because what is in divine wisdom cannot possibly be improved upon; it excels. It is evident that in contemplating such a Person and such an order of things we pass outside all that belongs to the fallen creature and come to what is wholly of God. It is very difficult for us to leave the area of human imperfection and come to what is purely of God unless we get from divine teaching an impression of Christ as the wisdom of God. Indeed it is impossible to get our enigmas solved in any other way. The enigmas all arise out of the knowledge of good and evil which is in every human heart, but in every subject of the work of God there is some conviction that there is a Man who can solve all enigmas. Everyone is welcome to come and prove Him. Every one who comes contributes to Him; every enigma has some corresponding treasure. 

    The Lord has told us that the queen of the south came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, Matthew 12: 42. Solomons fame was in connection with the throne of Jehovah. We read that he sat on the throne of Jehovah, 1 Chronicles 29: 23. The queen represents those of the Gentiles who are divinely taught to come to Christ as the glorified One and to find in Him the wisdom of God. She came to prove him with enigmas manifesting her intelligence; how similar to what we have in the gospels and Acts, Are ye also still without intelligence? (Matthew 15: 16), Jesus, seeing that he had answered intelligently (Mark 12: 34) and The proconsul Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man, Acts 13: 7. Christ is the wisdom of God in application to all the complex difficulties that have arisen through the coming in of sin. If there was not a divine answer in Christ to all that has arisen He would not be the Christ of God. The queen came as ministering to Solomon, bringing her best to him. She also spoke to him of all that was in her heart and he explained all to her. She came as having great wealth, like the magi in Matthew 2, and to be an offerer. None come rightly to Christ save as recognising that He is worthy to receive all honours. They gave themselves first to the Lord, 2 Corinthians 8: 5. 

    The queen does not represent a sinner coming to Christ as the Saviour but typifies a divinely taught person drawn to Him by the Father as having an impression of how He surpasses all others and how He is the wisdom of God. At Corinth Paul was pressed in respect of the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ, Acts 18: 5. He preached Christ as Gods power and Gods wisdom. The queen was a prophetic indication that God would secure a Gentile company to appreciate Christ, whom we announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ, Colossians 1: 28. The glad tidings have been proclaimed in the whole creation under heaven (Colossians 1: 23). 

    We see here, in type, what Gentiles come to when they come to Christ glorified: they come to the truth of the assembly. Solomons wisdom is the wisdom of Christ as Head of the body, the assembly, and as over the house as Son. She is holding fast the Head. The all-various wisdom of God is made known through the assembly (Ephesians 3: 10). 

    It would be interesting to know some of the things that were in the queens heart of which she spoke to Solomon. I think we may be sure that her questions were in relation to God and His ways with men and with His people. Solomon was, in a typical sense, the climax of these ways, just as Christ glorified is the actual climax of them. It is a wonderful thing to hear of the fame of a glorified Christ and to be assured that He can answer all questions. A true report of His affairs and of His wisdom has reached us. It has given us some sense of His greatness and worthiness to receive all that we can bring. We feel assured that the queen brought according to her estimate of Solomons greatness. She is not an empty-handed sinner, but one with a wealthy estimate of the person she was coming to. She was thinking of what he was. The gospel is intended to give us a sense of the greatness of Christ (2 Corinthians 4) and that the most distant can come to Him with a deep appreciation of who He is and how God is expressed in Him. The enigmas and questions only serve to bring out the wealth of wisdom in Christ; He will tell us all things. He told me all things I had ever done, John 4: 29. He is the One into whose hand the Father has put everything and yet I find He has leisure to listen to all that I have in my heart. The extent of what I do not know is the God-given occasion for me to learn what is in Him. Enigmas and questions bring out His greatness as the Head. It is a matter of interest to Him that I have something in my heart that He alone can explain. 

    I think the things that the queen saw were connected with the house that he had built. She had such a view of it as we have in the earlier chapters. It depicts the assembly viewed as in relation to Christ glorified. Matthew 16 is not the house of God but Christs assembly which cannot be prevailed against. The house of God is where He dwells in rest; it is not viewed as in conflict; Christs assembly is subject to hostile attack but it is invulnerable. We get a view of a structure which is on earth at this moment and which has no human handiwork in it; it is all the work of Christ glorified. If we are in company with the queen of Sheba we shall get a view of that structure and we shall want to walk with our brethren in the truth of it. 

    She saw the food of his table. The food supply is a very distinguishing mark of a wisely ordered house. The Lord has amply provided for this in the faithful and prudent bondmen to give the measure of corn in season. In what Christ owns as His house there will always be food. His thought is to supply the needed food locally as well as by universal gifts. It would include all the ministry in connection with headship, the house, the assembly, the body, the wife and the bride; all is important as food for His saints whose satisfaction and strength depend on it. 

    The deportment of his servants could be translated dwelling or habitation. It refers to where they serve rather than how. The order of service is the ministry. The cupbearers are those that minister to His joy. Finally, His ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah suggests that the assembly may first be known as Solomons house and then He leads up to the house of Jehovah. 
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    1 KINGS 10 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 10: 10 - 29

    It strikes me that the sacrificial thought is not brought out in this chapter in what the queen and others brought to Solomon. It seems to typify what can come from Gentile hearts in the way of appreciation of Christ in His personal greatness and exaltation. The gold would represent here, as elsewhere, what is connected with Christs deity, as in John 1, Colossians 1, and Hebrews 1. The spices would refer to that which pertains to Him as Man: myrrh, aloes and cassia are His garments in Psalm 45; love of righteousness and hatred of lawlessness all brought Him into the exercises of a Man here but all are brought through death to resurrection ground. The Head furnishes every grace to His members here. The precious stones would, perhaps, set forth the distinctive offices which He fills and the character of love which marks Him as Saviour, Shepherd, Friend, Prophet, Priest, Advocate, King and Head. 

    The queen is perhaps a special type of the assembly in her intelligent appreciation of Christ as in heaven; there were no other spices such as she brought, and no other type gives us this. She is not seen as the bride, the wife, but she has in type what no type of the bride had. What satisfaction Christ has in the assembly in this character! There are more than half-a-million church hymns, most of them addressed to Christ. I think the gold, spices and precious stones are these. We should lose a great deal if we left out the Queen of Sheba from the types. She takes in all that in which her glory appears. She represents the intelligent capacity in the assembly to take in the greatness and worth of the Lord Jesus Christ as glorified, and to express it to Him in an appropriate manner. 

    The sandal-wood comes in at this point, apparently in a parenthetical way, but in line with what the queen typifies. I think, as coming from a far-off clime, it represents saints as having ability to go up into the heavenly. Solomon makes stairs of it, balustrades and harps and lutes. I think the balustrade would be for the ascent, which needs power in a nature which belongs to heavenly ones. 

    If I am not mistaken the house of the forest of Lebanon (1 Kings 7: 2) represents the sons in the place of responsible witness in the Gentile world. They are viewed in this type in their public position in that world as set up in divine stability so as to stand against the hostile influences by which they are surrounded. Hence the prominence given to pillars in the description. James and Cephas and John were conspicuous as being pillars. The assembly is the pillar and base of the truth (1 Timothy 3: 15): establishes us with you in Christ, 2 Corinthians 1: 21. 

    The first thing here presented (1 Kings 10: 16) is that targets and shields of beaten gold were there and a large number of them were made, 200 targets and 300 shields. This gives the idea of protection against hostile power. God said to Abraham, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, Genesis 15: 1. Other references are, The shield of thy help (Deuteronomy 33: 29) and My shield, and the horn of my salvation, 2 Samuel 22: 3. 

    Of the gold which came to Solomon he makes 200 targets and 300 shields. That is the king furnished a great deal of protection and these are put in the house of the forest of Lebanon which typifies where the saints are as needing protection and as where the porch of judgment is, and the throne. That is we are now in the kingdom side. It is where we are in contact with what is adverse, so we get many pillars in the house of the forest, speaking of stability, and shields for protection. 

    It was a solemn thing that in Rehoboams day Shishak came up and even took away all the shields of gold that Solomon had made, 1 Kings 14: 26. There is no defence against the enemy when the throne of judgment ceases to be there in a practical sense. Shield is used 17 times (21 in the New Translation) in the Psalms. The shield of faith is quoted in Ephesians 6: 16. The fact that Shishak took the shields would show that the house of the forest of Lebanon was in Jerusalem. 

    The great throne was there as I think may be gathered from 1 Kings 7: 7. It is the throne viewed as the present place of Christs judgment in the assembly as the house of the forest of Lebanon. It was of ivory, intimating that the basis of judgment is the death of Christ. It is overlaid with refined gold, the best kind of refined gold (see 1 Kings 10: 18 and note). All must come to the test of that throne where there is the utmost possible degree of refinement in a moral sense. The refining process has not gone very far with us perhaps, but how do we think of Christ glorified judging? He is all-perfect so how could He have a lower standard for us? Our eternal Lover will not, we might say cannot, be satisfied with less than perfection in us. 

    The sons as within the house of the forest of Lebanon are seen as standing in relation to the porch of judgment, not as a failure but according to Gods thoughts. If Christ is ministered to there will be shields for His saints. Philadelphia is an example of this. The enemy gets in through unfaithfulness. 

    There are three things which have a stately step ... The lion, mighty among beasts, which turneth not away for any, Proverbs 30: 30. If Christ had not a perfect and divine standard of judgment we should all feel we had lost our Saviour. 

    And the great throne of ivory was there. It is the character of the administration of the Son of the Fathers love, but contemplating judgment in the perfect discrimination of good and evil. Ivory being secured through death implies that the throne discriminates according to the standard of the death of Christ. What He died to resolve cannot be tolerated. 

    The throne had six steps. It is elevated with two lions on each step. Majestic power is there. We must all be manifested before the judgment-seat of the Christ, that each may receive (2 Corinthians 5: 10). But there is nothing but comfort in this if we are doing what is good and what is in accord with Solomon. 

    Then we are immediately turned to the thought of how He has reached the throne. It had six steps, and they are to be much considered. Who shall sing that path of worth, That led up to the throne? The steps are how He went up. 

    He went up by way of obedience until He was perfected in resurrection. The way up is seen in Psalm 16. He speaks of being perfected on the third day. Then the twelve lions on the six steps show what victorious power was there against all evil. There was a sign of power on each step. The lions speak of overcoming (Revelation 3: 21). The overcomers path will correspond with His. He is morally entitled to sit on the throne of judgment because He has overcome every form of evil Himself. I think the two lions standing beside the arms of the throne are a witness that the One who sits there has been Himself an overcomer. He is in rest now but it is in virtue of overcoming. The house of the forest of Lebanon represents the saints as in the place where overcoming is needed and where Christ judges everything in the life and responsible services here. 

    Fourteen lions in all show how perfectly the power of overcoming has been worked out in Him, and He judges according to that. 

    Then all King Solomons drinking vessels were of gold and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of precious gold. Would not each of us like to be one of the drinking vessels ministering personal pleasure to Him? All the vessels here are vessels unto honour. That is not what we are as accepted in the Beloved but what we are as overcoming here in a scene of testing and difficulty. The thought conveyed in this type is of the highest possible value. Silver here is not a type of redemption but of something which is, we might say, of second quality. Are any of us content to be second quality saints? We see here that what is not the best is of small account in the days of Solomon. That is, it is a time of superlative excellence, not of things of not much account. It is like the contrast between Philadelphia and Laodicea. He wants Laodicea to have the best. Why should we not have the best? 

    Does the top of the throne being rounded behind convey that everything in connection with Christ is finished off without any rough corners? There is no thought of any addition being needed to complete what is there. 
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    THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 10: 23 - 29; 1 Kings 11: 1 - 8

    CACSolomon is regarded as a type of Christ up to the end of chapter 10. After that he becomes an exemplification of sorrowful departure. As having wisdom put in his heart by God he is a type of Christ as Head: we see him here as pre-eminent, greater than all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. 

    QuesHave you any thought why riches are put first  riches and in wisdom? 

    CACI suppose the thought of riches is specially connected with the Head. We read of the unsearchable riches of the Christ, Ephesians 3: 8. All the wealth of the Head is available. To the Corinthians Paul could say, In everything ye have been enriched in him, in all word of doctrine, and all knowledge, 1 Corinthians 1: 5. They had not known how to utilise it but it was there for them  the infinite riches of the Head. And this is true for us all: the riches of the Head are for us, and in a sense for all men. 

    QuesIs wisdom connected with the use of the riches? This scripture has, of course, application to Christ personally, but wisdom is necessary for us if we are to make a wise and just use of what riches we have. 

    CACAnd do you suggest that we need to hold the Head in order to have wisdom in the handling of all spiritual wealth? Of some we read that they had departed altogether from the truth and one is warned not to be vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, and not holding fast the head (Colossians 2: 18, 19) as though to suggest that departure from the truth is the result of not holding the Head. If such were holding the Head they would be characterised by the wisdom of the Head and would not fall a prey to the puffing up which is so natural to the fleshly mind. I think we see here that as Christ is known as Head every one who comes under His influence becomes a contributor. It says, All the earth sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart. And they brought every man his present. Is there a practical suggestion here which would help us in the service of the assembly? That is, as coming into subjection to and with reverent affection for Christ as Head we should become inevitably contributors: they brought every man his present. 

    QuesIt is interesting to see that the things enumerated as brought were completed things  many of them things which had been made  necessitating work. 

    CACThings serviceable to Solomon; that is very interesting. 

    QuesWe read that Christ Jesus has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. How can we acquire this wisdom practically? 

    CACThe epistle to the Corinthians would help us greatly in this, the cross shutting out the wisdom of the natural man which is all brought to the place of the skull, that is, the cross. There is the end of all the plannings and thinkings and devisings of the natural man. Then there is the bringing in of what is of the Spirit of God. Would not that make room practically for holding the Head? The positive side came in with the Spirit. If I am self-judged in the light of the cross and giving place to the Spirit there is nothing to hinder development. Holding the Head needs development but these are the conditions for it: that is, the cross shutting out man after the flesh and the Spirit bringing in what is of God. 

    In Corinthians the apostle is really presenting to them the Head: He is for all men: All the earth sought, it says here, and in the great epistle of headship Paul speaks of the glad tidings having been proclaimed in the whole creation which is under heaven (Colossians 1: 23) and he speaks of admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ (Colossians 1: 28), but the assembly alone comes into the good of Headship. 

    Ques1 Corinthians 11 speaks of His headship, does it not? 

    CACBut there is a further thought there. He is Head to every man, not to every woman: man is womans head. But He is Head of every man. J.N.D. said you could go to any man in the street and tell him that Christ was his Head. 

    RemThe type suggests that the wisdom was resident in Solomon and that the benefit was only obtainable by coming to Solomon. Wisdom is never said to be resident in us: it is a question of being in His presence to obtain this wisdom. 

    CACWith us it is a matter of holding the Head. This is a most important exercise for us in relation to qualification for assembly service. Our poverty and lack of intelligence and competency for spiritual service would all be met if we held fast the Head. 

    QuesI am not sure what the term holding means. Will you tell us what is the idea of holding fast? 

    CACIt seems to suggest an energy of soul. Holding fast the Head lies at the root of a great deal. We were speaking last week of Solomon in connection with the great throne of ivory, a type of Christ as Lord, sitting on the throne of judgment in the porch of judgment, passing scrutiny on everything and giving judgment upon it. That is one side of the truth, which would correct lawlessness, but headship brings in the more positive side of things from God. Think of Christ as being the wisdom of God! What an immensity is in that! Nothing is going to be able to baffle that! Each one who came to Solomon to hear his wisdom derived from his greatness but each became a contributor of something serviceable to Solomon. We are all, I trust, desirous of being qualified to become contributors of something serviceable to Christ. We can scarcely imagine the spiritual quality and moral beauty which would result from holding the Head. There would be increase with the increase of God. That is not a matter of right doctrine and correct procedure but something vital  of God. The increase of God is a marvellous conception. 

    RemThe universe will be subjugated by the influence of the Head more than by a display of power as we think of it. 

    CAC199:5 is one of the best hymns we have on headship: 

    Great source of wisdom, power and food, 
All riches from Thee flow. 
 

    Holding fast the Head is a beautiful thought. You hold a Person, a Person who is divine but in manhood, One in whom everything is substantiated for the pleasure of God. There is infinite wealth there. 

    QuesIs it an attitude of soul? 

    CACIt is a spiritual condition at which we have to arrive. Many christians have had very little exercise about it. Many have never heard in any practical sense of the headship of Christ. It is said of some not holding fast the head, as if that accounted for all the defects and erroneous views, their superstitions and their professing great knowledge of unseen things. 

    QuesDoes it not involve affection for Christ? 

    CACIt must be so. One gets some idea of it in thinking of Christ looking up to His Head, holding His Head, God. See how every moment of His life on earth He was looking up with reverent affection to God! Not merely did He do the will of God, but He received every impulse from God. Now in the assembly every impulse should come from the Head. After the breaking of the bread, for instance, there should be the holding fast the Head in a particular way, so that an influence would come from Him on each one, to make each a contributor. 

    QuesIs Psalm 16 the perfect Man looking up to His Head? I have set Jehovah continually before me (verse 8). 

    CACYes. That is much more than obedience. Each would become a contributor; so that in the teaching of Colossians, From whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God, Colossians 2: 19. All the body becomes serviceable. We should have before us that the body does not remain dormant at any point in its history, so that in result we would get teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God, Colossians 3: 16. There is a result for God. 

    RemThis increase affects every saint, all the members, not merely gifts. 

    CACThe same thought is in Ephesians, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ, Ephesians 4: 15. As we move on lines of self-judgment and giving place to the Spirit, the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to the working in its measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love, Ephesians 4: 16. Each one part becomes a contributor. 

    RemThese contributions are not to be spasmodic in character. Verse 25 says, a rate year by year. 

    CACWe can see what freshness then would be maintained in the service of the assembly. These verses are like a further development of the beginning of the chapter where the queen of Sheba is said to bring precious things to Solomon. 

    QuesDoes verse 24 imply that we are to seek, that is, I take it, to go after Christ in glory? 

    CACYes, it is a matter we should all be concerned about  to know Christ as Head, not only as Saviour or as Lord. And this holding Him as Head is to be a daily experience with us, getting fresh new impressions from Him continually. We all have the light of it, but Paul could refer to Timothy as having fully followed up, 1 Timothy 4: 6. If we do not do this we shall not know what it is to take firm hold of Christ as Head. 

    QuesIs not headship properly a collective thought rather than individual? 

    CACYes, it is to work out in the assembly. This would bring continual freshness into all assembly service. There is to be no mere repetition about it. 

    RemIntelligence is required. 

    CACIt is there for us, but we need much exercise. We have not got the full gain of it yet. 

    RemI am glad you say no mere repetition, for repetition is sometimes right. You get it in Scripture. 

    CACQuite so. I am glad you call attention to that. We may use the same word, perhaps, but if there is impulse from the Head there will be an expansion every time. The question is, What do the words we use mean to us? If we are going on with God, the same words will mean more to us each time we use them. What a breath of life that brings into the assembly! 

    QuesIs there an element of originality suggested here in the variety of presents brought? There is different handiwork in each, even the animals being the product of training and care? The spices, too, a certain amount of work was represented in them. 

    QuesAll the result of exercise? 

    RemA measure of completeness, too, was arrived at before anything was presented. Many of our contributions are immature or incomplete, but there is a certain finish about the things mentioned here. 

    CACIs not that the practical result of impressions from the Head? There is nothing immature about those! 

    RemAs the reality of things and the majesty of Christ come home to us our present would take on the greater finish. 

    RemIt is of note that the word is his present, not a present; it is what the contributor had made his own. 

    RemThere is the idea of a minimum, too  a rate year by year. 

    RemUnder Lordship contributions are prescribed, but great results flow from impressions from the Head. 

    CACThe Lords supper belongs to the sphere of commandment. Another sphere, connected with headship, requires nearness. Holding fast supposes the Person near and as the assembly is characterised by that we can move in a spiritual order not under commandment. 

    RemThe result of hearing wisdom from the Head must be that some divine impression is made. 

    CACA military thought comes in, in verse 26. Solomon had military resources. 

    QuesFor what, when there was no enemy or evil occurrent? 

    CACThey are there in case of need. It is peculiar that a man of peace should have such a display of military strength. 

    QuesDoes it not remind one of the Lords words, Hades gates shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16: 18)? 

    CACYes. In the spiritual sphere connected with the headship of Christ we are not immune from attacks of the enemy. Even in such an epistle as that to the Ephesians there is the armour mentioned. This is one of those hints which show that the type does not apply to millennial conditions but to a time when what is adverse has to be considered. 

    RemThe Lord would cherish movement towards Himself on these lines. He would take care of it. 

    CACThat goes along with the shields and targets. They suggest protection. Chariots and horsemen are more aggressive. 

    QuesHe placed them in the chariot-cities, and with the king at Jerusalem. Are the chariot-cities for aggression, on the outskirts, so to speak, to enlarge the kingdom? Do they refer to gospel activities? 

    CACPerhaps gospel activities are rather suggested in the kings merchants. They carry on commerce with the world for the kings advantage. 

    QuesWhat do you say about the injunction in Deuteronomy that the people were not to multiply horses? 

    CACI think that would work out if we were considering Solomon only as king of Israel. If we look at him as a type of Christ we must seek to find the spiritual import of this as connected with Christ. They are part of the commerce carried on by the merchants for the kings advantage. My impression is that these things are not presented as future but in relation to Christ as Head. There is a certain commerce going on with the world by the assembly through the evangelists who are the Kings merchants. 

    RemAnd we have all been drawn from the world. 

    CACThis is a kind of intercourse with the world which is legitimate. If we are only seeking to bring out from the world what will be advantageous to our Solomon, that is right. 

    RemThat is not going into the world to help them. 

    CACThe merchants have no business in Egypt, 

    except to do the Kings business. 

    RemFor the greatness of Solomon. 

    CACIf every preacher of the gospel realised, I am one of the Kings merchants doing business for the King, how good that would be! 

    The horse is generally a figure of natural strength; He delighteth not in the strength of the horse, Psalm 147: 10. Chariots, I believe, are generally figurative of human contrivances. Some make mention of chariots, and some of horses, but we of the name of Jehovah our God, Psalm 20: 7. Generally they have that aspect, but the types have to be understood according to their setting. 

    RemChariots are associated with the saints in the Song of Solomon. 

    CACAnd, of course, horses are not always figurative of natural strength. The Lord comes out of heaven sitting on a white horse. If we do not distinguish between the settings of the types we shall get into strange confusion. For instance, a lion is sometimes the devil, but a lion in some scriptures is representative of the Lord. Solomon as typical of Christ finishes up with this commerce. 

    RemThe virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 carries on commerce. 

    CACYes, for her husband. This is a great presentation of the Headship of Christ and the different ways in which it works out, first in the assembly, then in this commerce with Egypt. 

    QuesIs holding fast the Head the result of the Supper, or prior to that? 

    CACActually it is the privilege of each, but it works out in a collective way in the assembly. What will go on after the breaking of bread? Are we going to allow Christ to suggest and indicate what is to go on? If we do, we shall not be so casual and haphazard and so up and down! 
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    CONFIDENCE IN GOD, IN FOUR ASPECTS (JBS 3)

    Psalm 32; Job 42; 2 Samuel 7; 1 Kings 10

    I desire to present the subject of confidence towards God in four aspects. Psalm 32 shews how the heart turns to God. Here, we may say, it is the first order of confidence, that of the sinner. The person who understands grace best is the person who confesses his sins best. It is the non-understanding of grace that makes a person timid to confess his sins. There would have been no necessity for grace if there had not been righteousness. Grace reigns through righteousness. The first thing the psalm insists upon is the completeness of grace. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, etc. The Lord clears you altogether. The thief on the cross is a perfect blank, so he is a perfect example of grace. He has no past, he is a thief; no present, he is on the cross; and no future, he has nothing to expect from God or man, therefore he must be a recipient. He cannot dictate terms. Grace proposes a new Person and a new place. This man hath done nothing amiss, and the Lord says to him, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. He exchanges his own- condition as a man for Christs. Gods righteousness places him in the highest place, in the presence of God, thats what God has done for a man entitled to nothing  unrighteous  a perfect blank as to his past, present and future. A person who has nothing must not in anywise modify what grace puts upon him, else he goes back to the blank. Grace proposes a thing to him, he is entitled to nothing but judgment; grace comes in and clears him entirely, and now he must be essentially subject to what grace proposes, namely, he cannot take a lower person than the Person of Jesus, nor a lower place than the paradise of God. 

    Grace says, Everything on your side is gone, and now I will act as I like. The thief on the cross does propose modified terms; Christ meets him with, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. I can now do with you as I like. You cannot have this too clearly, that everything has been blotted out by the blood of Christ, and now He will write on your heart a new order of things. Scripture presents the effect, you learn what grace is, you have nothing to keep up, and the effect is that in your spirit there is no guile. 

    The woman in John 4 is afraid in the morning to face the men; in the afternoon she has seen the Lord, and she has nothing to cover now, for in her spirit there is no guile. They may say what they like now, all is out, God has cleared it away, and you cannot make more of it than God does. I am prepared to incur reproach. We have to bear it, and if we have failed in unconverted days we cannot get rid of the marks until the judgment-seat of Christ. But then grace has come in and cleared it all off and put us on an entirely new ground before God. But supposing you have failed again, you are astonished to find you do wrong and that you are a failing person. You ought not to do wrong, but If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Again, you find you have sin in you and you feel it ought not to be there. What do you do? In one sense I am not sorry when people are in Romans 7. I wish more people had been there. You may try to cloak or excuse yourself when you fail, if you have a tender conscience, and say, it was so-and-so, but that is not confession, and it is not for blessing to excuse yourself. You are not to wait for the law to find you out, you are to tell on yourself. I stand before God against myself, and the better I tell out the things, the clearer I get discharged. Why are so many christians unhappy? I have no doubt because they have never made a clean breast to the Lord of their condition. He has turned over a new page in the ledger. The more fully I confess it, the more I enter into the enormity of the thing in His presence, and instead of its leading to recurrence, if you confess to God and know what it is to be in the consciousness of His solemn presence, you have a horror of that sin you have not of others. You have seen it as He sees it. Hence the scripture says, Godly sorrow worketh repentance. I never saw a person so hardened that he was not sorry that he had done the thing, but repentance is that I repudiate the principle that does it, not that I regret the tarnish on myself and am sorry that I made so little of myself, but I repudiate the thing as before God. 

    A child will cry and beg your pardon, but he will not tell you why he broke the window  that he was in temper; he will not deny the deed, but he will hide the motive. Confessing the motive, that is repentance. In this psalm he says, When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. He is all withered up. That person is in an unhappy state. I will tell you why, because he has not made a clean breast of his state. Grace reigns through righteousness. I said, I will confess my transgressions, etc. I know One who the moment I come meets me, when no other eye could pity; to Him you disclose your motive, your intentions, your little spiteful ways, and the like. 

    Where is there one to whom you can disclose all the ramifications of the evil that is working in you? Your dearest friend breaks off when it becomes too personal  we are afraid to make little of ourselves. Oh, it is a moment of unspeakable blessing when I find out how degraded I am, but that there is One to whom I can tell it all, to whom I can unfold the whole secret workings of my evil heart, who will meet me, and who says, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us. I not only forgive you, so to speak, for soiling your dress, but I will put a clean one on you so that neither you nor I shall see the soil, it is no longer to be a trouble to you as a thing standing between you and me. I do not at all deny that we bear the marks of our folly all the journey through. It is said to David, now therefore the sword shall never depart from thy house. It is not that he did not go on with God. The more I understand the love the more I insist on the righteousness, because His righteousness is the security for the permanency of His love. In the epistle of John we get love and righteousness, in the Hebrews grace and sanctification. The effect produced upon me is there is no one else to look to. Jonah is brought to this point, I will look again toward thy holy temple. 

    In Psalm 107 there is every variety of distress, but you can never be too low down to cry to the Lord, and He will hear you. There is a great lack of this confidence. 

    The second aspect of confidence (Job 42) has to do with condition. Condition and conduct are most difficult to explain, for people think of their condition by their conduct. Here it was not conduct at all. Jobs conduct was excellent. It is a wonderful thing for a person whose conduct is excellent to get the sense, I abhor myself. Many a person does when his conduct is bad, but this is an experience of a different kind altogether. Job was a perfect example, none like him on the earth. Satan was on one side, God on the other, and Job in the middle. He was depending entirely upon Gods gifts, and God says, Take everything from him. He is deprived of his property, bereaved of his family, and he loses his health  three things which reduce a man to a spectacle of misery. He first loses the things he could enjoy, and then he loses the power of enjoyment. Jobs trial is that God does not interfere on his behalf. If you only hear of the love of God, and have not been taught what the wretchedness of man is, you will be liable to the same thing and will always be expecting that God will do something for you in your own sphere. The higher the sense of your elevation in Christ the greater will be your sense of your moral degradation in the flesh. Paul had a higher elevation than any other man, and he had a deeper sense in himself of the moral degradation of man. 

    Job is brought to this, Now mine eye seeth thee, wherefore I abhor myself. Every christian is suffering either from disappointments or obstacles. Disappointments come when you are like a fly in honey, you will not go on, and obstacles when you cannot go on. Jacobs life was all disappointments, and Josephs was all hindrances. I know of no experience I covet more than I abhor myself; it is not that I am vile. Every christian says that he is vile; I never heard of one that did not, but this is a different experience altogether. If you abhor yourself, would you expect love, health, or favours? Not a bit of it! I assure you the fact is that you would be surprised at the favours of God. I used to be terribly disappointed that God did not do this thing and that for me; now I am positively surprised at His mercies. Job will have such a sense of his unfitness for God, that he will expect not one single thing; he will walk out of it like a man would walk out of his clothes when he has had the pestilence! And the Lord turned the captivity of Job when he prayed for his friends; then he had confidence in God about other people. If you are nobody, then God must be everything; you are nobody, very well! Then you do not want anything for yourself. What had troubled Job was that he wondered God did not demonstrate His interest about him. 

    The first thing when you get into Canaan (heavenly ground) is circumcision, is that I have no mind of my own; I have Gods mind, not my own. There is a principle that would go counter to Gods will; then I must have the Spirit of God, or the flesh will carry the day. No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better. Man likes the old best. 

    God does not grudge a man anything. He gave Job twice as much as he had before. 

    Now I turn to 2 Samuel 7. The first two scriptures are connected with ourselves, the second two with God. It is what God thinks about me. The Lord propounds it in the parable of the prodigal son, what the father feels for the prodigal. Every one of us takes his place in nearness to God just in proportion as we know how He feels about us. Confidence, I need not explain to you, is when I act on the feelings of another about me. I knock at the door, or perhaps I do not knock, but turn the handle and go in; to another I do not go in unless he asks me. Presumption would be acting on my own feelings. Confidence is a greater thing than devotion. Every one knows, who knows anything, that a mother would rather the child would say, Mother, I believe you would give all the world for me, than, I would give all the world for you, unless she was a bad mother. I give God credit for what exists in His heart; I am answering to his feelings about me. That is what David did when He went in and sat before the Lord. When I know what He feels about me, I am not acting on my own thoughts or views, but on His. 

    The fourth confidence (1 Kings 10) is not the confidence of a servant merely, but what every saint ought to know. The queen of Sheba is presented to us as one who came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon. In 1 Corinthians the old man was not looked upon by the saints as an intruder, so the apostle corrects this want of sense by bringing in Christ as wisdom. The queen of Sheba came all the long journey, and now a greater than Solomon is here. 

    It is not only a person loves me, or that they confide in me, but I want wisdom. I know my children love me, but I am not so sure of their wisdom. If you make a person your confidant who has not wisdom, you have committed yourself where you will be badly handled. 

    I want a sense of His unparalleled greatness as the wisdom of God. The queen of Sheba communed with Solomon of all that was in her heart. I often say, give Christ the key. There is not a thought hidden, it is the sense of what He is to me in His individual greatness. In Jonah we have the aspect of Christ in His death, in Solomon His wisdom; eye hath not seen it, ear hath not heard it. There is to be nothing hidden, it is an action of extreme importance to our hearts; you let Him see all. It is not going to Him for answers, but you confide to Him the whole of your heart, you have such a sense of what His wisdom is that you give Him the master key. No matter how peculiar the locks may be, the master key will open them all. You cannot make a person your confidant unless you know he has wisdom, and you make him your master. 

    What makes me proof against the man of evil and the woman of flattery? Wisdom! You must get the higher thing to be proof against the lower. He shews me the path of life, which the vultures eye hath not seen. The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom. The effect on the queen of Sheba was that she was entirely occupied with the things that concern Solomon. She had everything which the world could give, or attract her with  camels, gold, precious stones  all that could minister to these poor hearts, but she is brought into a scene that surpasses it all. It was the personalities of Solomon that impressed her, every little thing belonging to him, and she loses consciousness of her own condition in an ecstasy as to him. Your proper element is a transport, an ecstasy with God, it is the highest order of enjoyment, not enthusiasm, nor by fits and starts, but always. To man I am sober, to God I am beside myself. 

    Paul in the third heaven was collected about everything but his connection with man, Whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell. 

    I have no doubt the reason why there are so few queens of Sheba is because saints will not take the trouble she did. People often think it a great trouble to go a few miles by rail. Did you ever lose anything  a night or a day  to seek Christ? She put herself to extraordinary inconvenience to see Solomon. May the Lord lead our hearts practically, beloved, to understand what a christians life is. 

    It is not a melancholy life if I can live in an ecstasy. If I can get conversant with the things that concern my Lord, with the scene where He is, my heart is in an ecstasy, no more spirit but for praise, My soul is all transported. 

    The Lord lead our hearts, beloved friends, to see that whether we take the lowest point of our own ruin and shame, or come to the highest point  Christ, the King of Glory  self is lost. Having to do with Him, I go on to Him, and as I do, my heart is set free, I have lost myself in delighting in the true Solomon. 
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    BEHOLDING THE LORDS GLORY (JBS 6)

    1 Kings 10: 1 - 9

    There are two types of Christ in the Old Testament - Jonah and Solomon. Every christian knows Christ in the Jonah character - death, but everyone does not know Him as Solomon - as the One in glory. This is where the Corinthians were lacking. Every christian knows something of the Lord as relief, but every christian does not know Him as the resource of his heart. I first love the Lord because of the service He has rendered me - He died for me and I get relief; He has come to my side of things; but resource is only known as I know Himself, and am made superior to my circumstances by getting to His side of things. I love Him then because I know He cares for me, He loves me, I must know His heart before I can find my resources in Him. 

    We get an illustration of where a great many christians are, in the case of Josephs brethren; Genesis 50. For seventeen years they had been the recipients of Josephs bounty; every day they had been receiving from him, and yet they did not know him. When their father was dead they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him (verse 15); and so they sent a messenger to Joseph, and when Joseph heard it, he wept when they spake unto him (verse 17), as if he would say, And is that all you know of me after all these years? They had got relief from Joseph, but they did not know his heart. 

    You will say, perhaps, that this is not the subject of the scripture I read. Well, I know, but what I want is to show you the road to it. Turn now to Luke 5. There I see Peter giving of his time and his means to the Lord; he lent his boat to the Lord. So many now are very active in doing and in giving; many are most devoted. The next thing I find is, he is obedient to the Lord; he launches out into the deep and lets down the net at the word of the Lord. This is the first mark of a truly godly man, submission to the word of God, submission to Christ. Peters conduct was exemplary, and the next thing we find is that there was such a great multitude of fishes that the net brake, and they had to beckon to their partners to come and help them. Here Peter had the two things proper to a godly Jew, and which a Jew most valued - conduct and favour; and we should expect he would be elated, but what do we find? When he saw it, he fell down at Jesus knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. Ah, the secret was he was now near Him; he had never really got near Him till now, and in His presence he was so discovered to himself that he felt he was not fit to be there. Mind, he does not say, I am a sinner, he had done nothing wrong, but, I am a sinful man, O Lord; he has the sense when near Him that he is not fit company for Him. 

    Have you ever seen Him thus? Have you ever so got into His presence that yourself and all that is here is nothing to you? Ah, company is better than property. There is nothing like His company when you get to know Him, having found out His love and His care for you, and His ministry to you from His own resources. In Psalm 23: 2 we read, He leadeth me beside the still waters. In natural things no one ever leads an animal beside the water, he leads him to the water to drink; but the idea here is that I am so satisfied, I have such resources that I can survey all that is around me and be superior to it all; I want nothing here. In Psalm 22 we have Christ in death; in Psalm 24, Christ in glory; and Psalm 23 comes in between. 

    The Corinthians were not enjoying this; they did not know Christ in glory, their minds were the hindrance They were so taken up with their own wisdom that they could not know Christ as wisdom. They did not know Him as Solomon; there is nothing so hinders in the things of God as allowing our minds to work. I find my mind constantly coming in; we have no idea how it interferes with us, and we ought to be constantly watchful against allowing it to have place. 

    Well, how were the Corinthians to get right? By getting into the presence of the Lord, beholding Him in glory, being transformed into the same image. When I am in His presence, alone with Him, everything else is gone. Then it is that we know resource; it is not now looking for relief from Him as at first, but when I get to His side of things I am taken up with Himself. I am free of myself so that He may make impressions on me. Do you say, I want to be so transformed? Well, then, if you do, you will be. Get into His presence and you will be transformed. But, you say, I have never known Him thus. Then you have never wanted to know Him thus. If you aspire after it you will get it. We always get the thing we value. 

    I cannot explain to you what this transformation is. No one could make you understand what it is; you must get it for yourself in His presence. If you would know Himself you must be in His company. Service can be known at a distance; love can only be known in nearness to the one that loves. 

    Turn now to our chapter for a moment. What the queen of Sheba finds out is Solomons wisdom. Christ is the wisdom of God; He is made unto us wisdom. Wisdom is better than rubies, etc. Proverbs 8: 11. The queen of Sheba came to Jerusalem to Solomon. She had heard a true report of his acts and his wisdom; but she said, I must go and see for myself; long though the journey be, I will take it, I will go. She came to where Solomon was; we must go to our Solomon; we must go if we would know wisdom. She came and communed with him, and Solomon answered all her questions. She saw the house that he had built, and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, etc. I am not going into all the details (there are seven things that she saw), or to give the interpretation of them; but you will notice that all that so engrossed her was what concerned himself - what was private to him. Those were the things which impressed her. What I want to call attention to is the result! The effect upon her was that there was no more spirit in her! Herself was gone! She says to Solomon, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom ... and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, etc.; and then she breaks out into praise of the Lord his God. 

    So with us; it is not effort, but in His presence we are transformed into the same image from glory to glory. There is nothing like it. If you desire it, go to the Lord and tell Him, Lord, I would be entranced in Thy presence, there to learn Thy mind. 
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    BLESSING AND AFFECTION (JT 9)

    1 Kings 10

    JTAt the end of Solomons prayer in the eighth chapter, it is said And it was so, that when Solomon had ended praying all this prayer and supplication to Jehovah, he arose from before the altar of Jehovah, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread forth to the heavens, and he stood and blessed the whole congregation of Israel with a loud voice, saying, Blessed be Jehovah, who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there has not failed one word of all his good promises, which he spoke through Moses his servant! Jehovah our God be with us, as he was with our fathers; let him not forsake us nor cast us off: that he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his ordinances, which he commanded our fathers. And let these my words, with which I have made supplication before Jehovah, be nigh to Jehovah our God day and night, that he maintain the right of his servant, and the right of his people Israel, as the matter of each day shall require; that all peoples of the earth may know that Jehovah is God, that there is none else; and that your heart may be perfect with Jehovah our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day, 1 Kings 8:54 - 61. It is worthy of note that instead of the fire coming out from heaven, it is blessing by the king himself. It is what the saints need, not public acknowledgment by God, but blessing. 

    RSSTo what do you refer in the fire not coming out from heaven? 

    JTWe might turn to 2 Chronicles 7:1; And when Solomon had ended praying, the fire came down from the heavens and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of Jehovah filled the house. It is public acknowledgment there, which is in keeping with Israels position, and I think it corresponds also with the day of Pentecost; whereas we are not looking for that, but we need the blessing. 

    AFMTo what would this particular act of Solomon answer in the New Testament? 

    JTI think it is what we get in Pauls ministry. It is not public recognition, but inward gain. Pauls ministry is more private. It does not appear in the heavenly city, but it is evidently that which sustains things. I only suggest that, as showing the character of 1 Kings. 

    HGYou mean the thought of our heavenly citizenship, etc. 

    JTYes; the calling, and the mystery. 

    JBMaintaining the cause of His people at all times. Is that significant? 

    JTYes, the saints are sustained; things are sustained. The cause of his people at all times, 1 Kings 8:59. Our cause is maintained by God. 

    RSSIs Solomon looked at here in the same way as David, as head, rather than king? 

    JTI think he is. There is very little said about Davids wisdom, and it is noticeable that the queen of Sheba makes no reference to him. Hiram is the link with David here. Hiram and the queen of Sheba are the two great representative figures here, the one linking on with David in his affections, and the other wholly taken up with Solomon, with Christ in glory. 

    EJWThere would seem to be a correspondence between this prayer of Solomons and the Lords prayer in John 17. In the latter the saints are regarded as in heavenly relationships; the chapter has in view really the whole history of the Christian company, and one loves to think of it, as that which is, so to speak, underneath the saints; the desires of Christ for His own, presented before the Father, and, so covering our whole history. In regard to the testimony the end in Solomons prayer is that all the people of the earth may know that Jehovah is God and there is none else. 

    GATWhen the Lord was leaving here He led the disciples out to Bethany and lifted up His hands, as Solomon did, and blessed them, as He departed from them. 

    AFMIn Kings there is no veil, which fact suggests liberty of approach. 

    JTYes, but the idea here is dwelling. That is, it is not so much approach, but rather God dwelling with His people, so that instead of a veil the doors are folding, as if all could be thrown together, so that fatherly affection should flow. The Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, Ephesians 3:14 - 15. The affections of the Father flow out freely. I think that is more the idea here. 

    RSSThat is exceedingly interesting about the doors being folding. It seems the idea was that all could be thrown into one. 

    JTI think that is the thought in the chambers there. In the Fathers house the affections of the Father are supreme. 

    RSSThese folding doors were made of fir. What is the significance of that? 

    JTI do not quite know. It is referred to as green, Hosea 14:8. 

    QuesDoes Hiram, as being with David, represent being with Christ in rejection, and the queen of Sheba with Christ in glory. 

    JTThat is quite right. Hirams was a love that subsisted through all circumstances, whether David was in rejection or otherwise, he always loved David (1 Kings 5:1); whereas the queen is affected by the glory of Solomon; Solomon in his glory. 

    GWHDoes the queen of Sheba answer to Colossians or Ephesians? 

    JTEphesians, I think. 

    GWHI was thinking of the greatness of His Person in Colossians. 

    JTYes, but Colossians does not set forth the environment suited to Him. She comes to him in the full height of his glory and speaks of the things surrounding him. She speaks of that, and she connects the glory with Gods love to Israel. Ephesians speaks of his great love wherewith he loved us, Ephesians 2:4. She connects Solomons wisdom and glory with the fulfilment of that; she regards it as the result of that love. She says Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel! Because Jehovah loves Israel for ever. She rises to a great height in that way, as seeing that it is all the result of Gods love to Israel for ever. In Ephesians it is because of his great love wherewith he loved us, (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, Ephesians 2:4 - 5. 

    HGWould it be the apprehension of the power in raising Christ from the dead and setting Him at His own right hand, and then the assembly in association with Him? 

    JTI think so. We see things in that light and we trace it to the source, namely, the great love of God. In Romans it is the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given to us, and the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, whereas Ephesians is His great love wherewith He loved us. 

    HGI was thinking of the third of Exodus, where God says, I will come down and was wondering if this is the climax of all that activity, and now the saints go up in that sense. 

    JTI think that is right. This is the full result. 

    EJWThe passage we get in the sixth chapter confirms that, where we get the date of the building recounted from the coming out of Egypt; four hundred and eighty years; as if to show what Gods thought was from the beginning of His work in redemption. The climax of the divine thought is reached here. 

    JTYes, God had waited and He had walked with them all that time. 

    EJWAnd all His walk and ways with them had had this in view, as with ourselves. God takes us up, we start with redemption, but His great end is to bring us to have a place in this great structure, as living stones, living in the life of Christ in association with Him. 

    AFMDo you connect the queen of Sheba with a state of soul? 

    JTShe is a typical personage. She comes in at the time of Solomons glory. She had not come in before. Hiram, as a type, fits in earlier. 

    LTFOf whom is she typical? 

    JTOf the Christian, as appreciating all the light that is available, and approaching it. She made the journey in order to see Solomon and his glory with her own eyes. 

    WHFDoes she represent the individual believer affected by the greatness and glory of Christ, or is it a collective thought? 

    JTI think it would be individual, because she was moved by testimony, by what she had heard in her own land. 

    The love begotten for David in Hiram is a feature that precedes this. As a consequence there was material for the temple. Love is the great feature. What you will observe is the greatness of things throughout these pages; great stones, etc. I was especially struck with how things were founded. 

    All these buildings, it says, were founded in great stones and costly stones, stones of ten cubits and stones of eight cubits (1 Kings 7:10) showing that at the foundation of things there had been an answer typically to responsibility. 

    AFMHow do you apply this patience to us? God had waited all those years. 

    JTWell, it is the attitude of God, the patience of God waiting on a soul or waiting on the assembly. He waits, but the point to see is that He brings in Christ in some sense. He brings in David, who begets lovers, and consequently there is supply. It is very important, I think, to see the character of the foundation of things. 

    EJWAre you connecting with such, the foundation of the apostles and prophets? 

    JTThat was just what I was thinking, of the character of the foundation. 

    QuesWhat had you in mind as to the stones of eight and ten cubits? 

    JTI think ten is a numeral usually denoting responsibility, and would show, I think, that at the foundation there were those that came up to the mark. 

    QuesIs Paul among the apostles who laid the foundation? 

    JTYes, Paul speaks of himself as one that finished his course and kept the faith. He was, you might say, a stone of ten cubits. It was in keeping with God that things should be founded in that way. 

    WHFHe was an overcomer. 

    EJWAnd as shown this morning, the language the apostle uses would certainly be the language of a man who was a very great stone; he could say he was ready to spend and be spent, though the more he loved the less he was loved. That is the language of a man who is a very great stone. It seems to me there is something wonderful about those words. 

    HGYou spoke about the patience of God. You feel that spirit in a man like Mr. Darby, for example, who was content to keep on serving others although often but little appreciated. When we were singing our hymn at the beginning of the meeting, I was thinking how slow we have been to reach the point that he in his own soul had reached and longed to have the saints reach. You see the patience there, do you not? 

    JTI am sure you do. We do not fully see the fruition of our service, nor the full result of it. What do you say about that? 

    GWWYes, one has been struck with what our brother was drawing attention to, about Mr. Darby, how patiently he toiled on. One has sat in meetings and heard a great deal said in his presence that one knew he could not go on with; yet the patient way he could go on and build up what was truth letting what was not go by. 

    JBWe read in Thessalonians that they were characterised by work of faith, patience of hope, and labour of love. Therefore Paul would have laid that same foundation there. 

    JTHe would impart in his ministry not only the light, but set out the idea. As a model he conveyed the idea. He said to the Corinthians that the signs of an apostle were wrought among them in all patience, and signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. They were wrought among them. 

    GWWI suppose it would very much humble us if we had to lay a foundation. We ought, however, in some measure to be able to represent the features of the true foundation. 

    GATHow does what you were saying agree with what we were having last night when we were advised to build our foundation on a rock? Is laying a foundation for others on a different line? 

    JTWhen the word foundation is used one has to consider what is in view. You are to lay your own foundation, as was pointed out, in repentance, Luke 6:48. Then there is the foundation of God; Other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:11. Now the point there I think is the order of man, Jesus Christ, and the whole structure must be in keeping with that order of man; whereas, in Matthew it is the Son of the living God, Matthew 16:16. Life is prominent there. Things must be living, but at Corinth it was a question of the order of man. They were allowing the wrong man a place, which would deny the foundation Paul laid. 

    WRCWhat is the difference between that foundation and the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself the chief corner stone? 

    JTI think the foundation of the apostles and prophets is like what we have here, great stones and costly stones. It is not a question of Christ personally, but of the testimony of the apostles. 

    GATYou would say that in Matthew 16 Christ refers to Himself as laying the foundation of the assembly, but in the apostles doctrine we have the truth of the assembly? 

    JTAnd the men themselves are in view, what they were. 

    GWWI think that is important; it is not only what they said, but the men themselves were expressive of what they said, and that is why the apostle could say, Be my imitators, even as I also [am] of Christ, 1 Corinthians 11:1. With such a positive presentation of Christ in them there was something truly and morally of Christ. Their walk and ways were after Christ. 

    HGIn Psalm 122:4 we get whither the tribes go up, but here in 1 Kings 10, it is a Gentile that goes up. 

    JTYes, and she came to Jerusalem with a very great train. 

    BTFWas she a contributor such as we have been speaking of? 

    JTIt is remarkable how the Spirit puts her alongside of Hiram here. After she comes with the great train, and after she has the interview with Solomon, and all her hard questions are answered, then it says, When the queen of Sheba saw all Solomons wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the food of his table, and the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah, there was no more spirit in her. That is, the whole array of glory was put before her and she was lost in it. She becomes in that way a remarkable type of a believer who has made the journey to Christ where He is, one who is not simply content with the light of things, but who has taken the journey. His fame had gone out into all lands. Others had the opportunity as well as she. It was a world-wide testimony, and she is moved by it. She is not content simply with the tidings that come to her, she takes the journey. 

    BTFIt says there was no spirit left in her. Self was gone. She was completely absorbed with the glory of Solomon. 

    LTFIs that like beholding the glory, so that we are transformed ... from glory to glory, 2 Corinthians 3:18. 

    JTYes, only it goes further here. I think the glory here refers to what we are taught in Ephesians. 

    HGI was thinking of the end of Ephesians 3, the apostles prayer. He prays for certain things specifically, but then he says: But to him that is able to do far exceeding above all which we ask or think, Ephesians 3:20. It is as though there is that which, with all his mighty energy, he could not compass in prayer. In that same way here, the glory and greatness is such, that it cannot be expressed. 

    RMLWould you compare the fourth verse here with the first of Revelation, When I saw him I fell at his feet as dead, Revelation 1:17. 

    JTThere is an analogy, of course. However, the scene that came before Johns eyes was a judicial scene, calculated to cause terror, which is not this. This is Solomon, as the Lord Himself says, in all his glory, Matthew 6:29. There is nothing here to terrorise. It is rather the greatness and grandeur of it that so eclipses all she had ever seen before. 

    AFMWhat was there about this ascent, that seems to be the climax? His ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah. 

    JTI suppose it is typically how the Lord Jesus would approach the house, and it is a very suggestive thing, because one often is exercised as to how saints regard the house, how they go into it. Keep thy foot, it says, when thou goest to the house of God, Ecclesiastes 5:1. Keep thy foot! One is exercised as to what kind of feet one goes with, to the house of God, and how one keeps them. Then it says further, indeed it is Solomon himself who says it, draw near to hear, rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, Ecclesiastes 5:1. 

    GATWould you mind applying what you say, to us at the present time? 

    JTIt is how you regard the house of God. You must not be careless and take things up in a natural way. The feet are referred to; it is how you go. 

    RSSWhat is signified by the vow in its application now? 

    JTIt is the resolve of ones heart. David had resolved in his heart that he would not give sleep to his eyes nor slumber to his eyelids until he found a place for the Lord. That is what every true Christian desires, a place for the Lord. If you are right you think of the Lord, so that in going to the house you have that before you. What is there to be for Him? Therefore, your resolve is, that you are not to be in evidence. You are not going to be a fool. He has no pleasure in fools; that is quite clear. 

    RSSIn fact it is in that connection he says; Remember for David all his affliction, Psalm 132:1. 

    JTI think we might dwell on the ascent, how you go up. It was that which affected her very much, and it does affect people, to see how saints go to the house. Mark you, it is going up. The house is on an elevation morally. It is whither the tribes go up, Psalm 122:4. 

    JCDoes that involve exercise? 

    JTIt involves exercise to go up. 

    GHWWho shall ascend into the mount of Jehovah? ... he that hath blameless hands and a pure heart, Psalm 24:3 - 4. 

    EJWSpeaking of the way we go up, and what impressed the queen of Sheba, just brought to my mind an incident that occurred a good many years ago in the old country. I happened to be staying in the house of a sister in a little country place, where there was a very poor little meeting, which she had identified herself with, and I asked her what first reached and affected her, to draw her to the few gathered together. Well, she said, I live on the opposite side of the street to the meeting-room and it was the way the few saints deported themselves as they went in and came out of the meeting that first attracted my attention, their loving attitude and deportment toward one another and I thought I must go in and see what was there. 

    WBThere was a case the other week here, a man came into our meeting and when he went out he said to me; I have been very much impressed in being here, by seeing how the people come in. Where I am accustomed to go they talk, but here the people are quiet. 

    JTOur brothers illustration helps us as to how we go, whereas 1 Corinthians 14 deals with what goes on afterwards. It is, as he says here, Let thy words be few, Ecclesiastes 5:2. So that if one comes in, he is affected by what is there. 

    BTFDoes not the ascent imply the heavenly position of the house? 

    JTIt would show that it is in that connection. I do not say the house is in heaven. Of course the Fathers house is, but the house of God is here, it is that which we enter into now. It is called the gate of heaven in Genesis 28:17 so that it is very near to it. 

    GATIn contrast to going up, Proverbs 5:5, speaking about a foolish woman says: Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on Sheol. That is just the contrast. 

    JSThe glimpse of his glory overcame the queen of Sheba. No such spectacle ever came after. 

    JTYou see if you proceed here she gives an account of things. Whilst there is no spirit in her, that does not mean she is not quite conscious and in all her senses. She is, and so she proceeds to give an account of things as she sees them. She says It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thine affairs, and of thy wisdom; But I gave no credit to the words, until I came and mine eyes had seen; and, behold, the half was not told me: in wisdom and prosperity thou exceedeth the report that I heard. And then she says: Happy are thy men! happy are these thy servants. I wish to call particular attention to the way she looked at those surrounding Solomon. There were those she called, thy men. She further says, Happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee, who hear thy wisdom. She took account of things in that intelligent way. 

    QuesWhat was the difference between the men and the servants? 

    JTWell, his men would be such as he would have. 

    QuesThe heavenly man in type? 

    JTYes, quite, his men. 

    BTFWould the men at Ephesus, Acts 19, correspond? 

    JTYes, there were twelve men at Ephesus, all of whom got the light and the Spirit at the same time. It is Pauls light they received. They were remarkable men. 

    QuesWould it imply companionship? 

    JTI think it would; the men he surrounds himself with. 

    GWHI would like to ask at this point, what is the difference between brethren and companions? 

    JTBrethren are what Christ has, His brethren. There is an affection in brethren peculiar to themselves. 

    GWHIs it a greater thought than companionship? 

    JTI think so, his companions are his brethren, but it is necessarily a greater thought because it involves family relationship. You may have a companion who is not a brother. 

    EJWAs regards our association with Christ, we are given a place as His friends in the presence of the world in John 15; but in chapter 20 the Lord regards us as His brethren before the Father; not now before the world, but with the Father. Then in Hebrews 1, which is a quotation from Psalm 45, it is a question of the kingdom glory. The king has companions, which to my mind would answer very much to the thought we get here. Solomons men would suggest the idea of courtiers, those who would be his associates. 

    GWWThat there should be those with the Lord who were His Fathers gift to Him, might well cause feelings of admiration to arise in the soul. 

    JTAnd they were constituted men of His own order, in the breathing into them of His Spirit. He has brethren; that is His portion. The Father has sons. 

    BTFWould you say in connection with the earlier part of Solomons reign that God had reached His thought typically? That is, that He had found a son in Solomon. In contrast to Adonijah, Solomon was the true son. 

    JTYes, and Solomon had his men. I think it is well to see that the men the Lord has, are given to Him of the Father out of the world, and they are sanctified through the truth; they are constituted as suitable to Him, by His Spirit being breathed into them. 

    HG
As sons like Him, with Him to be: 
In thine own house. (88:1) 
 

    AFMIn chapter 4, the superintendents were all sons. Is there a correspondence? 

    JTThere are twelve of them set over certain things. The fact that they were sons, seems to be in keeping with himself, he being the characteristic son; see, Proverbs 4:3. 

    DRIn the Lords prayer in John 17, part of it reads: Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory, John 17:24. Would the men here who stand around Solomon, hearing his wisdom and beholding his glory, answer to that? 

    JTI think they do. 

    GATHow about the servants? 

    JTThat would be another thought. In John 20 they are sent out. As the Father sent Him, they are sent out, but they are sent out with His Spirit. As thus dignified, what a service they must render! 

    GWWWe may connect the thought of servants with what we get in John 17:1, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee. There is a work which the blessed Lord is carrying out in connection with the Fathers glory, which now constitutes the highest form of service. I refer to John 20. It was in connection with that thought He expressed the carrying out of the Fathers glory and the continuance of it, and we feel it is a character of service of which perhaps we have thought but little, and that is the Sons desire that from the glorified position where He is, the Fathers name should be glorified. 

    EJWThat would harmonise with the suggestion made just now, that God has a son in Solomon figuratively; he shall be my son (1 Chronicles 22:10); one who could take up things for God and establish them in the intelligence and affection of a son. This is really what we have come to in Christ, or, rather, what God has in Christ. It seems to me, that is a prominent thought in Scripture. Take Abraham, for instance, he looked for a son, not simply that he might have a son to be with him, although no doubt there was that in it, but one of the great desires of a man in those days was to have a son who could take up his interests for him and maintain them. And so the servant, when he goes to seek Rebecca, speaks of all the vast wealth of his master, and that it has all been given to his son, as one able to take care of it and perpetuate his fathers name and honour. 

    WB-tIt says especially in regard to Solomon in 2 Samuel 7:14; I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the sons of men; but my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before thee. 

    EJWThat was what I was alluding to, that Solomon should hold the place of son for God. 

    GATIn the New Testament we read the heavens opened over Gods Son, and in speaking of Him God could say, in whom I have found my delight, Matthew 17:5. The queen of Sheba said: Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee. 

    EJWWhat I had before me was what Solomon did; what he built and established; the whole system of things that he formed and established for God, and I was noticing in the first verse of this chapter that we get the fame of Solomon and the name of the Lord connected. 

    JTI think it is nice to see how the queen of Sheba has Jehovah before her, not David. In Ephesians 1:17 it is, The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory. Then For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, Ephesians 3:14 - 15. The Father is the source of everything, and so she, it seems to me, represents an Ephesian Christian as connecting things with Jehovah. Solomons fame was concerning the name of Jehovah. She says further: Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel! (not on the throne of David, but of Israel) Because Jehovah loves Israel for ever. She connects it with God and His love for Israel. 

    RSSIt was a queen not a king. Does that indicate that the subjective side is in view? 

    JTShe represents those who form the assembly in the way of intelligent interest and affection. And then her peculiar gift is worthy of note. It says, she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold, and spices in very great abundance, and precious stones: there came no more such abundance of spices as those which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. She excels in that regard, and then immediately the Spirit of God brings in Hiram, setting him down alongside her; as it were placing them together. They are together in love for Christ, and for God in the accomplishment of His counsels, so it says in the eleventh verse, (And the fleet also of Hiram, which carried gold from Ophir, brought from Ophir sandal-wood in very great abundances, and precious stones. And the king made of the sandal-wood a balustrade for the house of Jehovah, and for the kings house, and harps and lutes for singers. There came no such sandal-wood, nor was there seen to this day). That is Hirams part, and then it goes back to the queen again. And king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked, beside what he gave her of the bounty of King Solomon. And she turned and went to her own land, she and her servants. I think it is beautiful to see how she and Hiram are found together in the peculiarity and excellence of their gifts. 

    HGIn Chronicles he gives what she brings but not in Kings, no doubt this is because Kings presents the heavenly side. 

    JTHe gave of his royal bounty. The royal bounty is something like Ephesians, far exceeding above all which we ask or think, Ephesians 3:20. I think it is the excess of things here. 

    EJWI was thinking of the correspondence between Hiram and the queen of Sheba. It is a little remarkable that they apparently both brought the same amount of gold. It says of Hiram that he sent one hundred and twenty talents of gold (1 Kings 9:14); and the queen of Sheba brings exactly the same amount. This would go to confirm your thought as to the spiritual correspondence between the two. 

    RSSIs there anything today that corresponds to the hundred and twenty talents of gold? It would seem very often, that our meetings are characterised by a great deal of poverty rather than tremendous wealth. Gods portion is but very little considered. 

    EJWA great deal of silver sometimes! We dwell upon the benefits that have accrued to ourselves. I was thinking of redemption; often the Lords supper is taken up in that way. 

    JTWhen you come to gold and spices, you have what is peculiarly for God; spices being special, I suppose. As we have already noted, Mary of Bethany yielded that. 

    WCRIt was a question of affection with Joseph of Arimathaea, when he buried the Lord in his sepulchre. He also furnished spices there. 

    JTI am sure the question of supply is a great one. It is a very great one in the nations at the present time, but a great one in the house of God too. 

    ALMThe wood Hiram brought was used for pillars for the Lords house. Pillars are for support, are they not? 

    JTBalustrade; it was something to lean on. The sandal-wood was also used for harps and lutes for singers. 

    GATWould you say the reason we do not have supply, is because we do not admire the One we come to enough? The queen was so taken up with Solomon, so admired him, that she freely gave of what she had. 
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    MEN (JT 72)

    John 17:6 - 8; 1 Kings 10:8; 2 Samuel 23:8 (first clause), 13 - 17; 2 Samuel 20:11

    I wish at this time, beloved brethren, to speak about men, that is, men as belonging to others; such as, the men whom the Father gave to Christ  the Fathers men; Solomons men; Davids men; Joabs men; and the men of Hezekiah. The kind of being expressed under the term man is, of course, in mind, one with sympathetic feeling with God, for He says, as recorded in Genesis 1:26, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. What was in the divine mind then has been unfolded; one of the main lines of divine instruction relates to that order of being, extending back to what is spoken of as the period before the foundation of the world and extending onwards and onwards and onwards without limit of time, entering into eternity. The gospel of Luke brings heaven in in an exultant way as Jesus was born, taking on that order of being  for that is what the incarnation means  a multitude of the heavenly host appeared to the shepherds saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men Luke 2:14. Notice it is men there. When heaven itself, in the Fathers voice, announced its feelings, it was to a Man  In thee I have found my delight Mark 1:11  but not exclusive of others, for room was made for the plural thought; it is not all my delight there, as we sometimes say, it is my delight. There would be an expansion of that inclusive of the men of purpose, all of whom are to be like that Man, and each relatively and all together pleasing to God. So that we shall be included in the divine expressions of satisfaction in that order of being, Christ being the Firstborn among many brethren. Anticipative of all this, wisdom, in Proverbs, speaking as personified, says that it rejoiced in the habitable part of Gods earth. 

    There are other parts  having their purpose, for nothing was brought into being without a purpose; the uninhabited parts have their service to render  but wisdom was thinking of the habitable parts, and it says that it rejoiced in them. God indeed made the earth not in vain, or waste or empty. He made it to be inhabited, the word inhabited having man in mind, and it is the habitable earth that is taken into account in Scripture, for the whole of the earth was for man; it was made to be inhabited, So that wisdom proceeds to say that her delights were with the sons of men Proverbs 8:31; whether the allusion to sons is prophetic or not, it is there, and would suggest that sonship is the most delightful relationship in which men are to appear, a relationship indeed in which God intends them to appear; and the longer we delay in getting into that relationship consciously and intelligently, the more we are depriving heaven of its rights and its pleasure. It is in that relationship that God intends to have men, hence the incarnation brought in sonship in the highest and most supreme way, for it is no less than a divine Person in that relationship, nevertheless a Man. So that God has Man in Christ. That was what He had always before Him, for Adam was but a figure of Him that was to come. I make this latter remark, dear brethren, because it is of importance that we should see that it is in this relation that God intends to have our race, that is, manhood as in Christ. That is how things are to stand ultimately, and the more delayed they are now in us through negligence or carelessness, the more we deprive heaven of its rights in us. 

    Well now, I want to comment a little on the Lords wonderful words in John 17. It is, I suppose, the most exalted part of Scripture for it records the intimate speaking of the Son to the Father. And what is to be observed is that the men of whom the Lord speaks form almost the whole subject of the chapter. There can be no doubt but that the verses previous to those read are preliminary, great as they are; they enter into relations between divine Persons before incarnation, which is unusual, for the Lord speaks of the glory which He had along with the Father before the world was. It is an inlet into abstract divine relations which ought to appeal to us more perhaps than any part of Scripture. But still, the Lord had these men in His mind. He was going on to the main thought, which was the men whom the Father gave Him  the Fathers men, as I may call them. Jesus was the Fathers Man  the Man spoken of in spirit in the Psalm: I have found David. He was a Man after Gods own heart. What delight the Father had in the One in whom was His delight, the One who would do all His will! I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will. Acts 13:22. He would work in perfect consonance with His Father in everything, able to carry out every divine thought. But He stands by Himself in that respect, and the earlier verses in our chapter relate to what He had done, to what He would do, and to His desire to be glorified with the Father along with the glory which He had along with the Father before the world was. One hesitates to move away from that great thought. How it should appeal to us!  the Fathers Man, the Man of His counsels, the Man who answered in every way to Him both in regard of His affections and in regard of His thoughts and counsels. Here was One who would do all His will, not unfeelingly, for the Lord carried out the divine will in its extremest thought in suffering; He felt things as a real man. No more real man ever lived, dear brethren, than the Lord Jesus; He felt everything in His own way as no one else could feel it. So He said to His Father: My Father, if it be possible  He addressed Him as Father  let this cup pass from me; He felt it  but not as I will, but as thou wilt Matthew 26:39. How delightful that was to His Father it was a matter between Them. So that the first five verses of this chapter stand in that setting as the Lord immediately proceeds to speak of the men whom the Father gave Him. One just mentions it so that we may take it into our souls, that the Father owned us before He gave us to Jesus. You may be sure that divine choice entered into that, that He gave to Jesus such as suited Him. 

    So He says to His Father, I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word John 17:6. We all know how gifts may be below what we expect. It was so in the case of Hiram. How dissatisfied he was with Solomons twenty cities! (1 Kings 9:12). But divine gifts are not disappointing, and especially what the Father gives the Son. Think of our being in that! Think of the pre-occupation of the Father with us: They were thine, the Lord says. They were worthy of being His. It was potential, no doubt, for formation had not then taken place, but God thinks as from the end, taking the whole matter in at once; so that each of us may nestle in that thought. We belong to the Father, and as men. It is the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. We had our part in the world, but They were thine, the Lord says, and thou gavest them me. And then, so as to show their quality  they have kept thy word  they are morally of worth. It is well for young christians, as well as all, to begin in this abstract way. 

    I doubt whether we will ever get on spiritually, unless we learn to think in the abstract, to get into the divine thoughts. It is very much like the pattern of the tabernacle; the whole thing is in the divine mind; it is only a matter of time till the end is reached, and here the moral qualities are immediately stated by the Lord  they have kept thy word. What a great thing that is, dear brethren  the Fathers word. It would be hard to prove it from detail, from the gospels, but there is no need of that, we can take the Lords word for it; He speaks from His own point of view, and it is the most comforting thing I know of to let the Lord speak from His own point of view. David is one of the best examples. How constantly he is referred to apart from his own responsible history; God took account of him from His own point of view. Why not? Why should not the Lord take account of David as to His own work in him apart from anything else? He is entitled to do this. So John says, As he is, so are we in this world 1 John 4:17. So that we do well to take the Lords word as it is: They have kept thy word. And moreover, They have known that all things that thou hast given me are of thee John 17:7. It would be hard to prove that from the details, as men prove things, but the Lord is speaking of them from His own point of view, that is, they have kept the Fathers word. He occupies the Father with the qualities of the men the Father gave Him, and how these qualities justified the Father  they had kept His word. And they have known, He says, that all things that thou hast given me are of thee John 17:7. That is, they have come to see that God is the Source of everything, an immense point in the men, that we trace everything to a divine source, all proceeding from the Father. The Lord makes a great point of that: For of him, and through him, and for him are all things. How the Lord inculcated that in His instructions! 

    And then further He says, The words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received them John 17:8. It is not only the general thought, but the words, in detail. It is a point of importance that we look at the words, as Jeremiah said, Thy words were found, and I did eat them, and thy words were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart, Jeremiah 15:16. And the Lord Himself said, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through Gods mouth, Matthew 4:4. These disciples came up to that measure; what qualities they had! How they vindicated the character of divine giving! They were worth giving and worth receiving; and the Lord is saying here just what they were and how He valued them, the moral quality that was there. So that He says that they had received the Fathers words and have known truly that I came out from thee, and have believed that thou sentest me John 17:8. So that these men are all thinking of God, you see; they kept His words, and they knew that what Jesus had received was from God, and moreover, they received the words that He received from God and have known truly that I came out from thee, and have believed that thou sentest me John 17:8. Now you see the setting of the men. They were set in relation to God in the mediatorial position. The men are set up in relation to eternal counsels before God, and this will go through and abide eternally. So surely the intent is that we should come into this, dear brethren, and justify the Fathers gift of us to the Son. 

    Linked on with that, as you can readily see, is this remarkable statement of the queen of Sheba; for, as ever, we find in the Old Testament the amplification of what is in the New. It is now an onlooker, seeing these men, for Solomons men are the same as I have been speaking of, they are given to Christ  Solomon being a type  and an onlooker sees them. It is a point that John makes in the testimony in view of the last days: Come and see John 1:39. Let us not be content with speaking of these beautiful things, as we are now; let there be something to be seen in the persons of whom these things are predicated. And the Spirit of God would say to all, Come and see. We are always safe in saying, Come and see, if we have Christ in mind, as Philip said to Nathanael, and the woman of Samaria said to the men of the city. But surely there ought to be something to be seen in such men as are spoken of in John 17. Peter says to the man at the gate of the temple in Jerusalem, Look on us Acts 3:4. There was something there to be seen; two men of whom the Lord had been speaking to His Father were there together, and the Spirit dwells on their going up together to the temple at the hour of prayer. What sentiments enter into the position  the ninth hour  the hour of Jesus death, when He said, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Matthew 27:46. These men would not forget that. And Peter said, Look on us Acts 3:4. 

    And so the queen of Sheba came a long way, and she took notice of what she saw. And when the queen of Sheba saw all Solomons wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the food of his table, and the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah, there was no more spirit in her 1 Kings 10:4,5. Notice that her preliminary remarks allude to persons in service; that is, persons functioning in given positions of service. Now that is what she saw, and she clothes the position with the word men. She had an eye for the morally beautiful, and she says, Happy are thy men! 1 Kings 10:8. They may be cup-bearers or ministers, whatever it be, they are men, and they are happy. Is this not a word for us? There are young people here who perhaps are not too happy in the meetings, not too content with the privileges they are brought into. They have half an eye for the world, it may be, like Eutychus. Eutychus had a fine opportunity; there were many lights there, what men there were in that assemblage! Seven names are mentioned of those who accompanied Paul. You might say, Pauls men  although we have not got that expression. We have Paul and his company Acts 13:13. But, as I said, there may be young ones here who have half an eye for the world, thinking that, after all, there is not so much among the saints. But the queen of Sheba had a single eye for what was there. She saw what was there; she saw what was transpiring, the order of things and the men that were functioning, the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants, and their apparel, and his cup-bearers 1 Kings 10:5. These were all men, she so designates them; undoubtedly she had all these in her mind. 

    We might go elsewhere and find that the king had friends, too. That is an expression we find with David and Solomon. Hushai the Archite is spoken of as Davids friend (2 Samuel 16:16). What a privilege to be the kings friend! But then the Lord speaks of us as His friends, too. But the queen of Sheba sees men. Men come into her mind  happy are they, she says  Happy are thy men! happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee, who hear thy wisdom! Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel 1 Kings 10:8,9. And so I would appeal to all young brothers and sisters here to get a right view of the brethren, clothing them with right thoughts, as the queen of Sheba did  bringing forth the best robe, in principle. I often think of that; it is a matter of how I look at the brethren, the way I clothe them in my thoughts. God clothes them in His thoughts with the best robe, and I can do that, too. I begin to see what dignity there is, and the music and the dancing going on too  all that makes the scene most attractive spiritually. It is a question of taste, you know; if I cultivate the natural taste, like Moab, 

    I shall not care much for these things. But I am to be happy in the position; I am to be satisfied, as it says, The trees of Jehovah are satisfied Psalm 104:16. 

    Now the thought of exploits leads me to Davids men. Solomon was a man of peace. His name signifies that; he was a son. But David was a man of exploits, not merely for the sake of exploits but because the testimony required them, and these mighty men are characteristically Davids men. We have the very words Davids men elsewhere, but here it is the mighty men whom David had 2 Samuel 23:8. You may say that they belonged to the beginning of his reign. Well, it would appear, in 1 Chronicles, that they are mentioned at the beginning of his reign; but in 2 Samuel it is at the end. So we must not think that mighty men were exclusively at the beginning of christianity, for they run on. We have a large number here to whom no particular exploit is accredited, but they are mentioned under this title: mighty men. And now I would appeal particularly to the young men here. One often has said that whenever a scripture is read, the bearing is to the person who reads it, or to the persons who hear it  that is the intent. Hence, if I am speaking of mighty men of David, I have in mind mighty men of Christ at the present time, and the greatness of being one of them, and that the need for them is urgent, too. Men who do things on their own initiative, as it were; not that you are independent, but the Lord will let you do what is right, if it is there to be done. If a thing is there to be done, He loves to see you do it. So we have here what characterised them at the outset: one man fought against and slew eight hundred at one time; another man called Eleazar, when they had defied the Philistines that were there gathered together to battle, and the men of Israel were gone up. He arose and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clave to the sword 2 Samuel 23:9,10. One could say a little about that, but I refrain because of the time; but the complete identification of the mans hand with the sword, that is, the word of God, is interesting. He went the whole length in that conflict and succeeded. And the point that is made as to him is that it was only the beginning, for the Lord wrought a great victory. The lesson, dear brethren, is that, if there is anything to be done in our locality or in relation to the whole testimony, it is for me to do it; I am to do it. What my hand finds to do, I am to do, and as I do it, God moves  it is as sure as possible. You say, Wait till God moves; but then, you move first; very often the real difficulty is in one refraining from moving, and God does not move because He is waiting for you. In a little thing or a big thing, it was as the mighty man did the thing that Jehovah wrought a great victory. That is really how things go on, how the testimony is defended and preserved, by brothers and sisters doing what comes to their hand, and the Lord works with them. 

    Then there are three of these men working together, and that is what I had in mind to speak about, for it is love. Three is a sub-division of twelve; twelve is the most divisible of all low numbers; any young person can see how divisible it is, and it is all on the principle of love; that is the idea. Here it says, Three of the thirty chiefs went down, and came to David in the harvest time to the cave of Adullam 2 Samuel 23:13. It is three men. It may be in a local meeting or generally, moving together out of love for Christ, for that is what it means. But they belong to this class; they are three of the thirty chiefs, and it was early in Davids life when he was in the cave of Adullam. It was when they would take particular notice of an act like this. Well, dear young people, you know the Lord does not change at all, whenever a young person comes forward He is just as pleased with you as He was when Saul of Tarsus said, What shall I do, Lord? Acts 22:10. There is no change in Him; He is just waiting for such words as those. It was early in Davids life and these men came to him to the cave of Adullam, the days when David would value such men as this. The Lord values them at all times; His affection and interest are as fresh today as they were eighteen hundred years ago; there is no change at all. So He is looking for such men as these  three of the thirty chiefs  they came to David, we are told, in the harvest time in the cave of Adullam. It was a very auspicious time! The Lord spoke about the harvest, but there is always a harvest; seed-time and harvest continually occur, according to Genesis 8. What a harvest there was in that cave! how it portended the great and glorious days of the future! and these men were near enough to David, as we have often said, to discern the longings of his heart. That is the type; that is how the Lord is working at the present time, drawing the young under His influence, so that you get to know something of what is in His mind, what He thinks about, what His Father thinks about. And what a group of circumstances there is here! He speaks of the well at the gate of Bethlehem, for he belonged to Bethlehem. His early days, his childhood and boyhood days, would be in his mind. It is all typical of how the Lord Jesus thinks of any given thing. There was the well there, but the Philistines stood between him and that well; and so it is, in any city or town or village where one may be, there is something there that the Lord has His heart set upon, but the Philistines may be between Him and it. It may be a few christians in the town; at Corinth He said to Paul, I have much people in this city Acts 18:10  how His heart went out to those people, He had much there. Well, what stood between Him and those people? The terrible influences of Corinth. How much might be said of that, and Paul is to get the very breathings of the Lord as to these people; they are to be reached, they are to be secured, and we are told that Paul did just what was right to get them; that is, he stayed there a year and six months teaching the word of God (Acts 18:11). That was how to get them. He had to break through the terrible influences of that city to get those people. What calculations the apostle took in order to get at them, to break through what was there so as to get them! 

    It is not said here that they slew the Philistines, as in the earlier cases; that was not the point. The point was to get the water, so they broke through. It does not say they slew anybody; it is no question of slaying people if you want to get something. The point is to get it, and that is what they did; they got the water. The three mighty men, it says, broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David 2 Samuel 23:16. They broke through and they brought what he sighed for, and it resulted in a drink offering to God, instead of to David. True to his love for God, he poured the water out to Jehovah, as he says, Be it far from me, Jehovah, that I should do this thing! Is it not the blood of the men that went at the risk of their lives? Therefore he would not drink it. These things did the three mighty men 2 Samuel 23:17. Notice, what David did is mentioned, but the Spirit of God comes back to these three mighty men. They furnished David with a means of worship. Think of being able to do that, to furnish the Lord Jesus with what His heart is set upon; that is the carrying on of the service of God in the assembly. 

    Well now, there is a sad side in this earlier chapter and that is in Joabs men. I just refer to them humbly and solemnly lest there might be any tendency to partisanship amongst us. This party spirit is one of the most baneful things in the history of the testimony and in the history of Gods assembly from the beginning. When men of ability gather others under their influence they are known to be of that class, such as Joabs men. Sure enough they attend the meetings, take part in the services, but we are told of these men, as you will observe, There went out after him that is Abishai, whom Joab made captain instead of Amasa, Joabs men, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and all the mighty men 2 Samuel 20:7. That is, these men of Joab were ostensibly thoroughly with David and in excellent company, for the body-guards of David were there but at the bottom they were with Joab and not David. It is a most solemn thing that anyone should come in between my soul and Christ as my Leader. 

    And now see what this leader, Joab, does. He murders a man in cold blood, and one of these men stood by the murdered man. Think of that! You will understand, dear brethren, the application of that today; a man who was going to serve was murdered out of pure envy. This wicked Joab slew him in cold blood and one of his men stood ready to abet this foul deed. How solemn this is! And how solemn if we should he influenced by any one on party lines! This is the result. And they said, He that favours Joab, and he that is for David, let him follow Joab 2 Samuel 20:11. He is orthodox, he is openly avowed to be on the side of the truth, but he is thinking of himself, and this man of Joab is thinking of Joab and not really of David. And then he removed the murdered man out of the way so that things might go forward and Joab would be the leader. That is the main thought with these men, and I just mention, dear brethren, solemnly, that there is the danger of coming under leading men. Not that I am saying there is such a thing, but there may be such a thing; there is always a danger with us. 

    Then finally, I would say a brief word as to the men of Hezekiah. These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah transcribed Proverbs 25:1. You may wonder what that has to do with this matter. A great deal  the statement honours Hezekiah, that his reign was a reign in which there was regard for the things of God. The more influence I have, the more I spread it so that there might be increase of regard for the things of God. There are those who say we have too much ministry, too much printed ministry; well, the men of Hezekiah did not think so in their day. These proverbs evidently had lain unread, and these men of Hezekiah copied them out. You all know how many proverbs Solomon spoke  three thousand. We have about a tenth of them, including these. But it would seem that these particular ones, including this chapter and up to chapter 29 had been lying unread, unused, and these men of Hezekiah saw that they were worth copying. It is a word for those who take notes and transcribe them  and I have a great regard for them, for they are workers together with all those who work for God. It is an honour to Hezekiah that he had such men; they were not selfish men, they were not murderous, like Joabs men; they were men of feeling, and they saw that these proverbs were needed and they copied them out. And so it is that men of this kind today, dear brethren, are set for the dissemination of the truth, for the spread of it. The Lord said, Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing Matthew 24:46, that is, ministering a portion of meat to the household. Every one who is set to spread the truth abroad so that there is food for the house, may be classified as one of the men of Hezekiah. I commit the word to the Lord, and to you, for His blessing. 
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    1 KINGS 11 TO 13 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 11: 1 to 13: 32

    God will not maintain public conditions if the moral state is wrong, so He gives ten tribes to Jeroboam (chapter 11: 31). Outward unity ceases to be of value to God when idolatry comes in. True unity was broken by the idolatry and departure from Jehovahs ways. So that God broke up the unity by giving ten tribes to Jeroboam. Then we find that this was brought about by the discontent of the people with the grievous yoke, grievous servitude and heavy yoke of Solomon (chapter 12: 4). What a change from chapter 4 verse 20! Departure from God always results in what is burdensome to men. As soon as the church became great in the world it imitated the world and became idolatrous. But this led to exactions and burdensome impositions upon men, penances and payments of sundry kinds and work insisted on to gain heaven. 

    The people seek some lightening of these burdens and Rehoboam refuses. Men act foolishly and breaches occur, but God is behind this. 

    We see the prophetic word through seven prophets, Ahijah (chapter 11: 29), Shemaiah (chapter 12: 24), the man of God (chapter 13: 2), the old prophet (chapter 13: 32), Jehu, the son of Hanani (chapter 16: 1 - 4), Elijah and Elisha. 

    The people in following Jeroboam were departing from the house of David and from the temple and from the true service of God. But their departure was a clear call to self-judgment all round. It was from Jehovah. What an exercise it was when all sought their own things and not the things of Jesus Christ, when all in Asia turned away from Paul. No man stood with him. That was thus a leaving of first love: the name of the Lord was no longer truly called upon. The true function of the candlestick existed no longer. But it could not be put back to what it was before. 

    But Jeroboam was not concerned about all this. The prophetic word was disregarded by him. So now he deliberately plans to divert the people from the service in the house of Jehovah. So he makes two calves of gold and it became a sin (chapter 12: 28 - 30). He is continually referred to as the one who made Israel to sin. (I think this answers to the way the sacraments became regarded as means of salvation. The whole fabric of the church as departed from God is built up on an idolatrous perversion of the sacraments.) The priests were not of the sons of Levi (chapter 12: 31) and a feast was held in the eighth month like the feast that was in Judah, that of the tabernacles. Like Christmas. 

    All this becomes the occasion of prophetic testimony. In chapter 13 the man of God is referred to fifteen times. 

    Nothing else would do in a day of departure but the man of God. The altar was not judged finally for a long time  300 to 400 years. God would not allow Jeroboam to touch the faithful prophet and there was a solemn sign given. The altar rent and the ashes poured out indicate that the power of what is idolatrous is broken by prophetic testimony. 

    But a certain old prophet was there who, unfaithful himself in being there, was used to ensnare the man of God. The prophetic word required that he should eat no bread nor drink water in Bethel. But the old prophet had a bad conscience in being there and he wanted to get some justification of his own position by getting the man of God to eat bread with him. He lied. How many will tell us that they have the Lord with them, although they are not in separation from iniquity. I am a prophet also as thou art. Old prophets are more dangerous than positive idolaters. True christians do more to draw men of God away from the path of separation than empty professors. Persons who have light from God must be careful to walk in it. There is always an inward tendency with us to give up separation, not to be true to the principles which are of God. So when some outside influence, and especially what seems a pious influence, lends its weight to help that tendency we are apt to fall a prey to what is really Satan. A lion met him. Our adversary the devil is always ready to take advantage of our unfaithfulness. It is a solemn thing to have light from God and not act upon it. The lion slaying one would today be that one loses ones place in the testimony of God. 
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    1 KINGS 14 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 14: 1 - 31

    God secured something for Himself even in the house of Jeroboam. There was a testimony there in a young life in which was found something good toward Jehovah the God of Israel. This was another way by which God spoke to Jeroboam. First by the prophetic testimony of the man of God (Ahaziah the son of Ahab sent to enquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron: 2 Kings 1: 2) from Judah, and now through the moral exercises of his own son. But this one who is the only living link with Jehovah in Jeroboams house falls sick and it proves to be unto death. There was nothing in Jeroboams house or ways to keep him alive, and God takes him away, it would appear, in mercy. Jeroboam has evidently a feeling that God has something to say in the matter, but his conscience tells him that he has departed from God and that he has no right to apply to the prophet. His wife must not be known as such. How often the conscience is speaking when the will is unsubdued! Jeroboam no doubt knew that Abijah was the only one in his house who feared Jehovah. In Abijahs sickness God was speaking to a heart and he felt it, and was assured that Jehovah was interested in the lad and that His prophet would tell what should become of him. But the message sent to Jeroboam by the prophet was hard. It was a message of judgment upon his house, and indeed upon all Israel for their idolatry. The only point of good was Abijah. It is the good that was taken away so that unsparing judgment may come on all the rest. It was definitely made known that all Israel would be given up on account of Jeroboams sins. Those who have been a testimony perhaps in weakness, taken away. There could not morally be a good king in Tirzah; we never read of one. They waxed worse and worse until carried away beyond the river. 

    God had given Jeroboam great opportunities, but he made very bad use of them. God had also testified by the man of God against his idolatry and had shown at the same time by healing his hand (1 Kings 13: 6) that He would act in grace to him if he took the place of dependence and need. But all was of no avail: he persisted in his evil course. In conditions of departure God is pleased to put men in places of responsibility and give them opportunity, which, if wrongly used, become an occasion of judgment: God speaks to popes and bishops and kings and in principle to us all. We are all tested by the position God puts us in in His government or providence. But if nothing results for God in it judgment is inevitable. 

    But people with whom God has had dealings cannot forget it, and the conscience and the heart act even when there is no change in the will. This accounts for inconsistence in the conduct of people who seem sometimes as if they feared God and yet their general course is such as to greatly displease Him. To have a responsibility in relation to God is one thing, and it may be to feel it at times, but to be subject to God so that one is practically controlled by His will is quite another. 

    So Jeroboam, when concerned about his son, thinks of the prophet. He has no personal access to God, and he would not have it known that he was owning the God of Israel. There is no straightforwardness or transparency about him. And his sending to the prophet only brought condemnation on himself and his house and ultimately on all Israel. 

    The general state of the people was represented in Jeroboam, but in his son Abijah -My Father is Jah  we see that God had one even in Jeroboams house in whom good was found towards Jehovah the God of Israel. There was a remnant there who were not subject to the judgment pronounced. Indeed Abijah had to be taken away before the house of Jeroboam was cut off. So that Abijah represents a faithful remnant when hearts think of God and of Christ in a day of prevalent evil. Abijah is a great encouragement to those who are the only ones in their family who think of what is due to God. In his coming to the grave there is the thought that He would have no place in the idolatrous system, but he would have a place in Gods world of resurrection. In the darkest time of departure God has reserved for Himself and for His world a remnant who are removed from the scene of judgment before the judgment comes. 

    Then we find that idolatry was rampant in Judah also, so that the world comes up and takes away the treasures of the house of Jehovah, and of the kings house; he even took away all, even all the shields of gold. Twice it is said that Rehoboams mother was an Ammonitess. Solomons unholy links with the strange women bore its fruit in their offspring: they were not wholly a right seed, Jeremiah 2: 21. 

    God definitely pronounced judgment upon Jeroboam, Baasha and Ahab. Each represented the state of the last days, which shew evil come to a head. This shews that the moral character of the last few days may re-appear in successive periods of church history as in Israels. John speaks of the last hour (1 John 2: 18). It was so morally though a prolonged period had still to run its course. I think when the apostles teaching was departed from, the whole character of the last few days was present, the mystery of lawlessness working all the time but God holding things in check in view of His own purposes and testimony. So we can understand the long history of things, bringing out the patience and faithfulness of God at the same time as it brought out the evil in Gods people and the certainty of His judgment upon it. 

    I believe the features of the last days have always been present since idolatry was set up, and all the principles of the place where God sets His name departed from, that is the principles of the assembly. 
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    GODS ESTIMATE OF WHAT IS GOOD (JT 13)

    1 Kings 14:1-6; 1 Kings 14:12,13; 2 Kings 22: 18 - 20; Revelation 3: 10, 11

    In reading these scriptures I am thinking of how heaven regards what is good, and how it garners it, however little good there may be, or however much. The prophet Isaiah speaks about the righteous being taken and no one caring about it, ignoring that they are taken out of the evil to come. This is not always so, for Matthew would teach us that the evil is taken out of the good; that is, out of Gods kingdom. What is good remains here to continue for God. What is evil is taken away for judgment. John and Paul would indicate that the good are taken, as in our verse in Revelation, taken, or kept, out of the great tribulation. 

    Isaiah confirms Paul and John in that sense, saying that the righteous is taken out from the evil to come. He says, He entereth into peace Isaiah 57: 2. Not only shall they die, but they shall enter into peace, and they rest in their beds. This is a very comforting thought of divine care in special circumstances  resting on their beds, everyone that hath walked in his uprightness, whilst the wicked remain in discomfort and sorrow. For whatever pressure we may realise now, it is not equal to what is coming. The Lord Himself stresses the character of what is coming. He speaks of the hour of trial which is to be general, to try those that dwell on the earth  not the saints, but earth-dwellers (Revelation 3: 10), and then He says of a certain tribulation, more limited in area perhaps, that there never was one like it, nor afterwards will there be one like it; and unless God shortened those days, no flesh would be saved, but for the elects sake He will shorten them; Matthew 24: 21, 22. There is always divine consideration in the severest pressure, as the apostle Paul himself tells us, From the Jews five times have I received forty stripes, save one (2 Corinthians 11: 24); a very small mitigation, but still a mitigation of the terribleness of the great servants sufferings. One is ashamed to speak of any at all in oneself, or others now, as one thinks of the great sufferings of that servant. It was to be one of the features of his testimony, how much he should suffer for Christ; Acts 9: 16. 

    It is well to face these things, because suffering is part of Gods way to make us like Christ, and to make us fit for the new place, the place into which we are coming; it is Christs place, as He says, that where I am ye also may be (John 14: 3), where I am. One has been looking lately at the second chapter of Genesis, noting how God planted a garden eastward in Eden; He planted it Himself. It is remarkable how the workmanship of God enters into the opening chapters of the Bible, and the Spirits record is calculated to draw us into that, into the Fathers working, as the Lord Jesus Himself said, My Father worketh hitherto and I work (John 5: 17). He planted a garden eastward in Eden and placed the man there, whom He had formed. Adam knew no suffering; his formation was not through suffering; even if Eve were taken out of him, it was in sleep; it was not through suffering; there is no suggestion of suffering at all. He was formed nevertheless  God put the man whom He had formed into the garden, not simply whom He had created. He was fit for the environment, and the environment was fit for him. 

    I am speaking about good, and especially in a time of apostasy when there was very little good. I have taken up Jeroboams house, one of the worst kings of Israel; he inaugurated idolatry in Israel. He set up golden calves in Dan, carrying out the prophetic word of Jacob  Dans father - who said, Dan will be a serpent on the way, A horned snake on the path, Which biteth the horses heels, So that the rider falleth backwards (Genesis 49: 17). That is the kind of wickedness that Jeroboam inaugurated; therefore God was against him. 

    Our chapter tells us of Gods judgment on Jeroboams house, foreshadowing the present moment. Perhaps few of us take into account the divine outlook which God has before Him in all that He is doing at the present time. He has before Him the whole history of humanity; the whole history of governments in this world; the whole history of Christianity; and the history of Judaism, too. His outlook is extended, and He is dealing with things from His point of view. Most important of all, He has His beloved people in mind, and in dealing with others judicially, He would spare them, according to the word, do not injure the oil and the wine (Revelation 6: 6). He would also preserve the grass and the trees; and He would say to the four winds not to blow until His servants are sealed; the servants of the living God. These are before Him; such is Gods sovereign way, and what a scene He looks down upon! But His eye rests with peculiar satisfaction on His own, His children. See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God (1 John 3: 1). I mean, of course, all Christians, that we should be so called. Were God to converse as to all the sub-divisions of the race, He would name every one of them aright. Also if anyone misnamed the saints, He would say, Behold the manner of My love as to them, that they are called the children of God; not simply that they are that; but they are called that. They have their own distinction, they come under My eye, He would say, with peculiar care, and I know how to preserve them; although danger may come very nigh, I know how to stand between them and it, and I will do so; and He would have us to be confident in that. Scripture says, Thou wilt keep in perfect peace the mind stayed on thee, for he confideth in thee (Isaiah 26: 3)  perfect peace. God would teach us how to be stayed in our minds, and to place them where they should be; not misplace them where they get troubled, but place them where we find peace; as I have quoted already from Isaiah  He entereth into peace: they rest in their beds, each one that hath walked in his uprightness. 

    Now, as I said, Jeroboams is an apostate house; horses are falling backwards, and God is taking account of that house. He would raise up a man, Baasha, to destroy it; which he did, and very quickly, too; no burials were provided for the members of that house. If a man beget a hundred sons, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, but his soul be not filled with good, and also he have no burial, I say an untimely birth is better than he (Ecclesiastes 6: 3). It is a way God has of showing His disapproval of a man, that he has no burial. Now there was a boy in Jeroboams house called Abijah; he was different, a remarkable fact; he is called a lad by his father, and his father, although an apostate man, a wicked man, cared for his child. It is no great credit to any father to care for his child; he is not worthy of the name of being human if he has not affection for his child. Apparently he had right affection for his child, and he sent his wife to Ahijah in Shiloh, who had told Jeroboam that he was to be king over Israel; she was to inquire what would become of the lad. He is right in this matter; but one right action or feeling will not make a thousand wrongs right; the wrongs remain, and have to be judged. She goes to Ahijah, who knows the whole matter before she reaches him in Shiloh. It is comforting to know that the whole matter may be known beforehand; it is part of prophetic ministry. Although we may not have formal communications, God does graciously give us impressions of what is coming; He would quieten our spirits; and say, in the language of the Lord Jesus, O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt? (Matthew 14: 31). As the waves mount up, we are apt to doubt and fear, and cry out. God is not deaf to our cries and fears and groans, but unbelief under any circumstances He rebukes. 

    Ahijah had Gods mind; he was a prophet of note; and had told Jeroboam that he would be king, so no doubt Jeroboam had a friendly feeling for the old prophet who had befriended him. But Ahijahs early acquaintance with Jeroboam does not warp his judgment of him now. Jeroboam is not what he used to be. When Ahijah received the word from Jehovah about him, that he was to be king of Israel, he was an acceptable young man; he came even under the notice of Solomon. But now he is a wicked man, and the prophet announces to his wife the terrible judgment of God about to fall on his house. We learn later that what Ahijah says was fully executed; and it is said to have been as spoken by Ahijah the prophet. So that Gods announced judgments are sure. Jeroboam is said to have been a wicked man, and to have caused Israel to sin; and he is doomed. The word of God is, Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat ... for Jehovah hath spoken. None of his house should have a burial. Such is the divine wrath against a man who apostatises. But still, Scripture makes much of the fact that there is a boy in that house, and there is some good in him; something good toward Jehovah the God of Israel. We are not to ignore any good in boys; we must watch for it. Boy flesh is very difficult flesh to manage; but when there is any good towards God it must be fostered. 

    Ahijah says there is some good in this boy, and he is to have a burial, as over against the others. 

    What I am speaking about is that he was taken away from the evil to come; and that is a word that covers the present moment  the evil to come. A lone boy in an apostate house is taken account of as having some good. What an appeal to every boy and girl here! Whatever your fathers are, or your mothers, or grandparents, or other relatives, is there any good in you? However little, God will take account of it. One trembles for the youth growing up in a world like this, but the coming of the Lord is the comfort of all true parents; He will take them out of the evil to come; but evidently in relation to the good in them, not simply because they are children of believing parents. I fully recognise that children of a certain age would be taken with their parents; the scripture, however, does not say much about that. 

    I am speaking now of good. Being holy externally, as stated in 1 Corinthians 7: 14, because one is born of believers, is not the point here. This boy had some good in him, and God knew it; it was good in the midst of a nation of wickedness. It is remarkable that the Spirit of God should make so much of this incident, of a mere boy in the midst of a world of apostasy; a boy who has something good in him. God says, so to speak, I am not going to leave him in those conditions; I am going to take him. You may ask, Why was he not left like Josiah? Josiah began to reign as a boy; why did not God use this boy to reclaim Israel, to resuscitate the life of Israel? No! Jeroboams kingdom is finished; I mean his own personal realm. The people of Israel continue, but Jeroboams house is to come under the immediate wrath of God, and his name execrated for ever; for the sin of Jeroboam is never lost sight of. 

    That is Gods way; how serious it is to have to do with our God, who is a consuming fire! (Hebrews 12: 29). But the one little bit of good in this lad, even as in any other, no matter in whom it is, is rightly valued and it is conserved, too. That is the idea; he is to be buried, for burial in this sense is conservation. Ahijah said to Jeroboams wife, And thou, arise, go to thine own house; when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die. And all Israel shall mourn for him, and they shall bury him; for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because in him there is found something good toward Jehovah the God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam (verses 12, 13). You see how burial is stressed here. You may say, All people are buried, and the cemeteries are full of Christians and non-Christians. But we have to learn the truth from Scripture, which teaches us that burial is in view of resurrection. The first person buried as mentioned in Scripture is a saint, and a cave was bought for her to be buried in, and the field in which it was, and the trees were also bought; (Genesis 23: 17 - 20). Is that mentioned for nothing? Is that a mere cemetery? No! That is Gods way of providing for the conservation of His people in view of the great and glorious resurrection about to come. So this lad Abijah gets a burial; he is the only one out of that house that gets a burial, and all Israel mourned for him. There must have been something very particular about this boy. I suppose the wickedness around brought into greater relief the goodness that was in him; and there were those in Israel who valued that; they mourned for him, and they buried him. He was taken out of the evil, for that is the point. 

    I now go on to Josiah. In the 2 Kings 22, we have the good that was in Josiah depicted; 2 Chronicles gives us more than this book. He is mentioned there at eight years of age, at sixteen, at twenty, at twenty-six, and at thirty-nine years of age. What a boy he was! What a young man he was! What a man he was, that the Spirit of God gives him such a place in the divine page! I am speaking now to the youth. What an outlook there is for you, as you go in for good, even in a little way! The little good grows; for God is watching, and He will make it grow, as we yield ourselves to Him, accepting baptism, which is to bring us out of the world, to garner us out of the world; baptism is to Christ, but it is also burial unto His death. That is where the secret of good lies. We are identified with Him, in the likeness of His death. That is where good begins to develop; it is the acceptance of the death of Jesus. Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried (Ruth 1: 17). That is where the roots begin, and the growth takes place; so that from the boy to the young man, from the young man to the full-grown man, and then to the old man, there is the steady growth of good. 

    In the case of Josiah, God tells him that He is going to gather him. It is remarkable: Therefore, behold, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace (2 Kings 22: 20}. Now I want you to take notice of that; not simply, I will have you buried, or others will bury you; but I will gather thee; I will do it, Jehovah says. It is a gathering matter; how touching that is in regard to death! No doubt most of us are more ready to depart to be with Jesus now than we would be in times of peace and ease. There is not as much value in that as there is in Pauls wish; he says, I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better (Philippians 1: 23). That is a legitimate thing, to desire to depart and to be with Christ, and it is also a legitimate thing to make up your mind that you will forego that benefit for the sake of the Lords people here below, which sacrifice is of great value to heaven. The apostle says in those verses in Philippians, that he elected to remain here for the benefit of the saints. Heaven thought much of that, I am sure. He remained a little while longer on their account. 

    As we are with the Lord, and look around and see the state of things amongst the Lords people we, like Moses, are concerned as to who will look after them. Shepherdly care is what they need; they need to be fed and cared for and ministered to in every way; and so Moses says to God, set a man over the assembly; and God names Joshua as the man. He has the Spirit; not simply that there is something good in him; he has the Spirit. That does not mean simply that I am sealed with the Holy Spirit; it is characteristic. Jehovah says, Take Joshua ... a man in whom is the Spirit (Numbers 27: 16, 18). He was characteristically a man having the Spirit. You can trust that man. It is right to look across the field and see who there is like that. You are comforted as you see persons who are characterised by the Spirit; not simply that there is something good in them like that boy Abijah. We are not told what that good was; it could not have been very much, but God shows in that particular case, how He takes notice of the little that there is of God in the young people, and He garners it into safety. When you come to Josiah, a man whose life-sized picture is given to us by the Spirit of God, then you see the kind of man God is looking for. 

    Another matter to notice is that Josiah, with all his godliness, with all his intelligence, with all his subjection to the Scriptures and his care for the Lords people, he could not stay the judgment of God, nor can any man stay it today. As you look back on the history of Christendom, you see apostasy has set in, and this sin is never forgiven. As the Lord Jesus said, neither in this age nor in the coming one (Matthew 12: 32). Never forgiven  how solemn! In the prophets, Jehovah says, though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, should be in it, they should deliver but their own souls ... (Ezekiel 14: 14). That shows what God thinks of apostasy, and He would impress us with this. The time for reformation is passed; the time for the recovery of Christendom is passed; it is judged; the Lord is waiting patiently to take His assembly out of this terrible condition. It may take place at any moment; as far as I see, there is nothing in the way at all; it is only a question of the Fathers time; He has reserved the time in His own authority. And the Lord said, and says now to us, that when the time comes, Behold I come quickly; not one minutes delay will there be. The Lord Jesus is waiting in patience, and He expects us to wait in patience. 

    I am speaking now of Josiah. God says to him here, through Huldah, the prophetess, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel touching the words which thou hast heard: Because thy heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before Jehovah, when thou heardest what I spoke against this place and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and didst rend thy garments and weep before me, I also have heard thee, saith Jehovah. Therefore, behold, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace ..., verses 18 - 20. Is that not very precious? He is not going over the ground of Chronicles here. Chronicles tells us of Josiahs passover in detail, and what intelligence marked him; how everything was according to the Scriptures. Josiah stood in his place and made a covenant before Jehovah ... that are written in this book (2 Chronicles 34: 31)  all was according to the Scriptures. God has taken great pains to write the Scriptures, and He looks for attention to them. In one section (Galatians 3: 16), He calls attention to one letter in one word, to show how the Scriptures must be read accurately, and that accuracy marked Josiah. The Bible was brought to him; and he read it and said, I must be governed by that. God views that with the greatest satisfaction; He says, a man like that must be gathered by Me; not simply left for his relatives to bury; I will look after that man Myself. I do not say it was done literally, as in the case of Moses; God buried Moses with His own hands; nobody knew where he was buried. That is a remarkable distinction that Moses alone has, but this comes very near, for Jehovah says, Therefore, behold, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see all the evil that I will bring upon this place. You see, God is in this matter in a special way. Of course, it was men that buried Josiah, but God is telling us here of His part in it, and we are reminded by it how He looked after the burial of Jesus, His beloved Son. It seemed to be an accident, but it was not an accident. Men would have put Him in the grave with the wicked, but He was with the rich in His death. God had His Joseph of Arimathaea ready, and Josephs grave hewn out of the rock ready. That must happen, as the sun moves in the heavens; God would have it that Jesus should be in that with the rich. Joseph of Arimathaea was a rich man, and God said hundreds of years before that His beloved Son should be with the rich in His death; and it was so. 

    So here, if there were any question about Josiahs burial, God would have it attended to; even if He used a Jeremiah, He would see to it that this man was properly gathered, properly buried to await the resurrection morning. How comforting that is! How restful to be in the hands of God! Nothing can happen without Him. Being thus gathered by the hand of Jehovah, Josiah should not see the evil that was about to come on Jerusalem. 

    Well now, there is just that one other thought; it is in the passage read in Revelation 3: 10. Some of us have been speaking about it lately. This remarkable assembly in Philadelphia has a peculiar place given to it; it is lengthened out a bit, but one thought in our verse is that she is credited with having kept the word of the patience of Jesus. Thou hast kept the word of my patience, it says; not simply the patience, but the word of it. That is to say, that which makes it intelligible. You may say, What can it mean, but that the Lord is patient? It means more than that; it is His patience. Lately some of us were speaking about this, remarking that the two from Emmaus coming back to Jerusalem, reached those gathered there before the Lord did, although He left Emmaus before them. They got back to the city and found the eleven and those that were with them, and they were already speaking in the assembly, and the Lord had not yet come. Where was He? Where was He on the way? Well, the point is that the Lord had in His mind that these two should be in Jerusalem and should be in the meeting, and should be even speaking, before He came in, as recorded in Luke 24: 36. He had all that in His mind; His apparent delay was no accident, but was primarily designed by Him. Well, He had to wait somewhere to give them time to get to Jerusalem! 

    There have been millions of incidents like that since Pentecost, when the Lord Jesus has exercised patience, so as to have His own where He would have them, and to appear to His own when He would appear to them; thus His patience comes home to us in a very forceful way; it is seen in the way the Lord waits on His people. The incident I mentioned is illustrative. The word of His patience would imply all that. The word opens the thing up to you; the idea of word is not merely the mind, but the thing spoken or conveyed. What could be more interesting than to have opened up to us the word of the patience of Christ! John says, I ... in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus (Revelation 1: 9). But the word of my patience is what He speaks of in our passage. If you were to ask the Lord about that, I believe He would just speak to you as I am doing; He would tell you how patient He has been, and how at this very moment He is exercising patience; not only in regard of us here, but also toward those coming in late and the like. It tries the patience of the brethren; but it necessitates the patience of the Lord. Why should I keep Him waiting? If these two had spent a long time to get to Jerusalem He would have waited; in His mind undoubtedly, it was necessary that they should be there, and that they should have time to say certain things in the assembly before He came in. 

    So it is that the Lord is waiting for the assembly. He has waited long  nineteen hundred or more years; His patience enters into that. He says, I have the assembly that I love above all; I have given Myself for it, and I cannot have it with Me in heaven until the Fathers time is reached. Other things that are in His mind: His relations with Israel; His headship of the nations; all these offices that belong to Him, belong to His inheritance, and He is waiting for them. He cannot come into them until the Fathers time has arrived; and He is in perfect, infinite patience, moving here in relation to the gospel, and the formation of the assembly, until that day arrives. The day is kept by the Father; the angels do not know it; the Son does not know it; the Father has kept it in His own authority, and the Lord is waiting for it. He is not suffering, of course, in the waiting; but He is patient; he is not insistent upon it, but He says, when the time comes, I come quickly  He will come at once. How our hearts, as we have sung, rejoice in the hope of it! Think of the Lord coming into this meeting for us! What is there to hinder Him? If the Fathers time has arrived, He will come, and with one mighty wave of His power take us out. Let us take this into our hearts. It is a wonderful thing to steady us; He says, Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. That is His promise: keep thee out of the hour of trial. The word keep undoubtedly includes the translation of the saints from earth to heaven; and so He adds, I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. He puts that on us tonight; to hold fast what we have; what He has been ministering to us. We must not let it slip, nor fade in our souls, because of the present pressure. Let us hold it in the power of the Spirit; the Lord will help us to do it, so that the work of the Lord goes on in freshness and power until He comes. 
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    PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN (JT 87)

    1 Kings 14: 1 - 6; 2 Kings 4: 18 - 21; 2 Samuel 12: 15 - 23; Luke 8: 49 - 56

    The word tonight will bear on parents and their children. I have selected Jeroboam and his wife to remark on them first as representing an apostate condition. We are living in apostate times, not yet the fulness of apostasy, but it is in progress and increasing in rapidity. Being in apostasy, or a falling away, as the apostle says, contemplates what was at one time of God, and nothing is more of God than christianity viewed in its inception, and viewed too, in its abstract connection to the end of its history on earth. There is still in it something of God, although relatively small, but still our presence here tonight testifies that there is yet something of God. There are those who revere Him and respect His word; the generality of the profession is, at least in principle, apostate; some so-called christian nations, altogether so. Three hundred million Mohammedans also have to be regarded under this heading; modernism is of this character, and rapidly spreading; besides there is that system of great antiquity that claims everything of christianity and of God, and yet itself is marked by the workings of the mystery of iniquity. It is a mystery; it is not open. It is not flagrant, like Mohammedanism and other things such as modernism and communism, but still the working is there. All this is represented in the house of Jeroboam. It has its beginning as prophesied by Ahijah, the prophet who had to do with Jeroboam. It is remarkable how everything that is of God is connected with prophecy. We read of Israel coming out of Egypt by a prophet, and christianity, of course, is founded on the apostles and prophets. The house of Jeroboam was recognised in this way, God honouring him with prophetic ministry in the prophet Ahijah, and here the same prophet is speaking to his wife, God directing him what to say. The same thing applies to christendom, the prophetic ministry goes on, it may be in great weakness, as with Ahijah who is blind. You hear little of him except as to his relations with Jeroboam who has recourse to him, but not to obtain help in his soul; he directs his wife to go to him in disguise, all being in keeping with the character of things he headed. 

    It was an apostate order of things, representing death, for there was a death adder in the field, affecting the horses so that the riders fell backward. That was the state of things, but then God has respect to His prophet, and to what He Himself had ordered at the beginning of this regime, and now He is showing that sovereignly He has something. He has this child, but He is not going to use him to restore or recover things in Israel; there is no hope of that. We may rest assured there will not be another reformation, in fact, we might say there never was one, for it is not Gods way to restore what becomes apostate. What is called the reformation was not really that. There was a certain betterment of things, and certain assertions of Scripture, but the principle was not reformation in the true sense and in the sense of restoring things according to God; so that Jeroboams child is not to be used of God at all, at least in the sense of helping his house or his kingdom. In that way, I think we are reminded in this particular case of the apostasy that is current, but that God still has something. There is no credit to the parents in this matter, and no credit to the kingdom over which Jeroboam ruled, but all credit is to God. That is the point one would stress. It is the sovereign action of God in our time. He has one child here, now sick and ready to die, but still there is some good in him, and this is to be recognised by all Israel, for he is to have a burial. We are told in Ecclesiastes that if a man has no burial it were better he had never been born. The whole house of Jeroboam is to be without a burying and is to be treated like dung. How God expresses His abhorrence of apostasy, a turning away! How He pours His contempt on it! Perhaps I speak to some who may be aroused afresh, if not already, to the actual state of things, and to the abhorrence of God in regard to all that is current about us, and yet there is something that is not accredited to the system. We are told here that this child is to be buried, and that he is the only one, And thou, arise, go to thine own house; when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die, 1 Kings 14: 12. This shows what the mother is, that she has no power at all to help her child, nor has the father, and the apostasy is not a little due to the lack of right parental feelings and care. The prophet tells her to go to her house, and that as soon as she enters the city the child will die. What a reflection on a mother  no power at all; in fact, the point to be stressed is that she has no power. The child would die, the prophet says, and all Israel shall mourn for him and bury him. He is to have a burial. As I said before, the rest of the house of Jeroboam is to be treated like dung. Burial is honourable, and the burial of this child brings out the affection or respect that there was for such a child. This thing was not done in a corner, for the child is known, and God would have him to be known. How does it come about that the child was known? He is now sick and about to die, and we are told, All Israel shall mourn for him, and they shall bury him; for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because in him there is found something good toward Jehovah the God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam. No credit to Jeroboam, no credit to his wife, it is God. This child is signalised by a burial as over against all others of the house of Jeroboam, who are not so honoured. I speak briefly on that point so that our minds may be directed into a wide channel in regard of what I have to say of the other three scriptures, so that parents may have their attention arrested as to their children in the apostasy, and whether God has to look after each child Himself, or whether He is to use the parents to do so. We see in Matthew how the latter is the divine principle even in regard to the Lord Jesus. The angel says, Arise, take to thee the little child and his mother, and flee into Egypt. The little Child is defenceless yet, but the mother is with it; the little Child is first, then the mother. He moves under divine direction. God could have taken care of the little Child, for He was in truth the ark of the covenant carried carefully by the Levites. Now it is the father taking the little Child and its mother, not the father alone, the fathers influence alone is like one hand, while the mother is the other hand, and this is the full divine thought in family care and culture. 

    Joseph fulfils his charge. Matthew makes much more of Joseph than of Mary; Luke more of Mary, but the gospel of Matthew is the assembly gospel, and contains great general principles of government, and the principle is the father and mother, but in the case of Jesus it is the little Child before the mother. Matthew develops the idea of children, and shows that they become the means of perfecting praise, which is a remarkable word from the lips of Jesus Himself, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established praise, Psalm 8: 2. Perfected it. We hardly get that until we come to the New Testament, but it is presented by David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, but the perfecting of praise is to be in the mouths of babes and sucklings. So the mouths should be cared for and the filth of the street should not be allowed to pass in and out of them, and in the schools, too, they require this care. They should be carefully and holily kept for the truth, for the children of believing parents are holy, in a potential sense, and should be kept on that principle, so that in their time they may be perfecting the praises of God. The parents come in for a great place, especially the mothers. We have in Matthew Rachel weeping for her children, because they were not (chapter 2: 18), in a powerful voice carried down from Jeremiah to remind parents of the need of care of their little ones, so that they should not be lost to us, and that God Himself should not be obliged to look after them solely for the parents. He does it. He did it in the case of Abijah, the son of Jeroboam. Who else did it? Not Jeroboam nor his wife  it was God. 

    When we go back to David in 2 Samuel, we have not a Jeroboam, thank God! We have a great servant, a father, and I bring him forward here because of the child also dying; he was sick. For Davids sin Jehovah smote the child that Urijahs wife bore to David and it became very sick, so that we might have a better David and a better father. In truth we could scarcely have the father of Solomon without all this, as it is the education of the parent to make him really a father. God goes to great lengths to make fathers; true fathers are scarce, true mothers more scarce. After this we find David with a son named Solomon, who could say, For I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother, Proverbs 4: 3. What an asset in the testimony of God was Solomon! We could scarcely have had him without this experience, and what an experience! It was a father who sinned, but he knew God. How solemn it is that the knowledge of God in itself did not prevent this, for David knew God. The knowledge of God is doubly laid in his soul, and whatever happens to such a man, or such a woman, 

    there is the possibility, the potentiality, yea, the certainty, of making that father and that mother a better father and a better mother, for that is the principle with God; it is betterment whatever happens. God is not honouring or condoning the flesh in David, but honouring His own work. One often wonders how God can speak of Davids being a man after His own heart, but it is that David was such a subject of the work of God. Let us allow God to work in us, dear brethren. It is not simply that I am prayed for, or praying for myself, but Gods answers to prayers. Give Him occasion to answer prayers, that is the principle. David gave God opportunity to answer prayer as well as praying for himself and others. 

    Now he has reached the crisis of his life, for something terrible has happened, but he knows God and whatever happens in the man, the parent, the father, the mother, or children, the knowledge of God will stand by us. Hence as the scripture says, Let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me. If you know God you will have recourse to Him, hence we find how beautifully David recognises God. He lay down on the earth and humbled himself. Nathan says, You are the man, David. His sin was portrayed before his eyes and in his ears by Nathan, and Nathan says, Thou art the man, and David says, I have sinned against the Lord. There is no holding back, no excusing of himself; he candidly owns it and the prophet says, The Lord also hath put away thy sin. The prophets not only tell what God will do if we do not judge ourselves, but they tell us what He will do when we do judge ourselves. It is all a matter of ministry to bring out the grace of God. Nathan was able to do both by Gods grace, to convict the sinner and tell the sinner that God had put away his sin, Thou shalt not die, but the child shall die. 

    There is no hope for the child in that sense, but David lies on the earth and hears the whispering of the servants. What a keen man he was in the exercise of his senses. The whispering of his servants, he decided, meant the death of the child. What a solemn word that is! God acts in our children, not on their own account, but on ours. One has seen it. It is no reflection or punishment on the child; the child is saved I have not a doubt. David says, I shall go to him. The punishment was not on the child, but it was for David, the servant that was to live, the parent of further children; the father of the great Solomon was still to live, the discipline was for him. God is dealing with us in great or small ways constantly, and He is aiming at productions in our children that are usable to Him. Apostasy is very largely because of the want of parentage, firstly of the paternity of God rightly apprehended and reflected in others, and, secondly of the motherhood of the assembly, and that reflected in others, so that the idea of a production for God is continued. In the apostasy God has recourse to Himself and He brings in this child Abijah, the only one in the whole system with something good, but still it is there. Now He has David under His hand and has wrought in him in a most extraordinary way and is going to make him such a father as he had never been before. Davids families were the saddest spectacles in Scripture, 2 Samuel presents one of the saddest spectacles in Scripture of parentage and family, Although my house be not so before God, yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in every way and sure, 2 Samuel 23: 5. David was now restful in God, but he has lost his family. It is a most distressing thought that a man like David should have lost his family, but he secures a Solomon, who said, I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother. God says, I will be his father, and he shall be my son, and every honour is given to David in that respect. Solomon is taken over by God, and surely every right-minded father and mother would aim at that. Can my children be taken over by God? He took over Solomon and used him in the most exalted way, David bowing to it. God will say, Can I take your son, is he ready? How was he brought up? David had learned his lesson. The child is dead, he says, and he worshipped. Think of the result in the mans soul brought about so quickly in such an experience, that he worships. How rapidly the recovery took place; and now he has a son taken over, named Solomon by David, named Jedidiah by Jehovah, who loved him. We want to have the double naming. It is not what the son or daughter is to gain, but what he is to God. Jehovah sent Nathan and named him Jedidiah because Jehovah loved him and is going to have him. The other child is gone; David says, I shall go to him, but he will not return to me. Solomon is given after the discipline of the father. How great the need is, dear brethren, for parentage and watchfulness, that the children do not die before our eyes, never to be restored again. I am speaking now of spiritual death, as you will understand; and this brings us to 2 Kings 4, where we have a mother by prophetic message. 

    The family begins with the prophet and an only boy. It is a prophetic matter. And when the boy grew up he went out to his father to the reapers, and while out there he began to feel illness in his head and cried, My head, my head!, to his father. His father could do nothing. This is a household where the mother is prominent, the wife being more spiritual than her husband. She is a remarkable woman, and indeed is called a great woman. She is also an observant woman. She had a house, and she saw the prophet Elisha passing the door and wondered what he was doing. Her husband did not appear to have seen him, or if he did, he paid no attention to him, but the woman was observant of the man who passed by her door regularly. She was sufficiently interested to find out what he was doing, and she called him a holy man of God, perhaps the only one ever called that. There may have been many men of God, but this one was called a holy man of God, and she proposes to her husband to make provision for him so that he might turn into her house. She built a room on the wall and put into the room a table, a bed and a candlestick. She is worthy of a son, and did not have one. She would entertain the saints, and it is a poor sister who does not entertain the saints and have pleasure in doing it. She would entertain a holy man of God, but she would not expect to be entertained herself by stories told by the servant. Her husband agrees to the building of the room; he is a passive husband, and would not make a good father, for the husband must be head always, that is the divine way. The woman here is taking the lead and she stands in the doorway, we are told. The servant Gehazi is a talkative man, and later told stories to the king about his master after he was dismissed, not a wholesome element in these matters. Still he suggested to the prophet that the woman did not have a son, and that she was worthy of one, because she was such a great woman. I have no doubt that she is a continuance morally of the wife of the prophet who had been in debt, and after paying the debt lived on the rest. This is a great woman of Shunem now who has this boy, a prophetic boy and an only one. You will notice how I stress the idea of the prophet, and God is stressing it and He is going to finish with it. 

    The boy dies. How searching that is! You may say we had good meetings, good prophetic meetings, good ministry meetings, the brethren getting on nicely, and many promising young men amongst us, 

    but the child dies. There is something unusual here, something out of the way, whether this be a natural family or a meeting, it is the same thing. How has this boy been brought up? Did the mother educate him? I do not say he was fully grown, but he was grown. The cry of the boy was entirely a matter of his mind. Is it the culture of his mind? Is that possible with a spiritual woman? It is possible. Many, many young men are ruined because their fathers and mothers wish to make them something distinctive. It is the motive of the parents that is at fault, not the child. This child would be subject to his mother in whatever education or influence she arranged for him, but now his head is troubled. He is with the reapers. Why not with the sowers? Why is he not harrowing or ploughing? He is with the reapers. There is some distinction in reaping, some result or profit from reaping, and he says, My head, my head!. The head will not do in spiritual matters at all, not that we do not need brains; they are a faculty and the mind is a faculty, too; but then the cultivation of the mind, entirely omitting the renewing of it, is certain to bring trouble in the head, and that is what happened here. This woman, dear brethren, knows what to do. We are not speaking of David now, but the husband of this woman did not know what to do; this husband was so negative. It is a deplorable state. He says, Carry him to his mother, but why did not the father look after him? He was his only son. Think of the neglect of the father in this respect. He sent him with a lad to his mother. Where were his fatherly feelings?  there are none. The servant carried him to his mother, and the mother nursed him till noon, when he should be stronger, but he died at noon. 

    I am not speaking against parents, but seeking to show what is needed at the present time against apostasy in the care of children, and how the father should take the lead in it, instead of being behind in it. So the Shunammites child dies and she places him in the prophets room, but she does not call her husband. It is a most appalling thing to see such negativeness in the head of the house. What can you expect? The woman is the weaker vessel, and why should things be entirely in her hands? Thank God, this woman knew what to do to restore the child. She had to take a long journey, and she shuts the dead child in the prophets room and goes to Carmel for the prophet, and the prophet sends Gehazi with his staff to restore the child, but in this he is wrong. There is dislocation all through this matter, but God sees to it that the prophet is brought round to the true position in dealing with things. This cannot be done from a distance, the one must be there on the spot. He may enunciate principles and talk of his years of service, but God says you must be there if you are going to deal with a locality and the people in it. The prophet has to go to Shunem and to the womans house and to his own room. We do not hear of his going into the house previously, but only into his own room, but now he goes into the house. Gehazi went ahead and laid the staff on the child, but nothing can be done in that way, because we cannot deal with matters at a distance. The apostles chose elders in every assembly, elders must be there, and the prophet has to go there. The boy is dead and the staff can do nothing. The prophet shuts the door on himself and the dead boy. You will see from this how we have to deal with persons in these matters, the persons who are there, so the prophet has recourse to personal identification with the matter. He says, I prayed for this boy and now he is dead. I had to do with this child coming into existence and now he is dead, I must identify myself with him in death  that is the point  or this boy will never revive. It is the prophets matter, 

    and he is face to face with it. Can he do it, can he identify himself with the dead boy, eye to eye, mouth to mouth? Yes, he does it. The child begins to get warm. That is the point, because it indicates that life is coming into him. We must get life back again, principles are not enough. There must be personal contact and personal knowledge of things. So the boy begins to get warm and there is hope now, because the idea is resuscitation. It means that there is something there that produces warmth, and it is produced in answer to the personal contact of the prophet, his personal identification with the dead child. So the child gets warm, but still he is not coming to life quickly enough. You see, dear brethren, the point is in getting to the child, identifying yourself with the child. It is not the mother that is doing it, but it is the prophet who is doing it, it is the man called in who is doing it. He belongs there and his house is there, his house is on the spot. The prophet is a local brother, and although he has been in Carmel, now he is here, where he should be in this matter. He goes down and walks around the house. First of all it was his room, now it is the house. We must look round the whole assembly, or the whole family, if it is a family. It must be the mother if it is not the child. He walks to and fro, we are told, I wonder what he was looking at. Perhaps he was looking round to see if there were any deadly things about that would cause the death of this child, any bad reading, any novels, or were there undercurrents in the assembly there, or any secret packages being brought in, or any other thing calculated to cause the death of a child who had been brought in by prophetic word? The boy sneezes seven times, showing that the power of life was within, and now he has come back to life. This is the procedure and he says, Call this Shunammite. He does not call the father. How humbling that the father should be left out. Is it not time he should get down on his knees and ask why he has nothing to do with all this, he, the chief person in the house? He calls the mother, as it is a question of the locality, he does not name her but calls the Shunammite: the locality is in question. She comes in, and he says, Take up thy son. What a glorious thing that was! She bowed herself and went out. Now she has a living son. Much more could be said as to the spiritual side of this matter, but there it is. What a change in the Shunammite, what a change in the house, what prospects now with a living son, brought in by the prophet, dying in his absence, resuscitated by his presence through the power of God, and handed over to his mother. 

    Finally, there is the well-known case of Jairus daughter. The mothers name is not mentioned here; it is the father this time. Jairus is very concerned about his daughter, who is twelve years old. He goes to the Lord Jesus and the Lord goes with him at once to save his daughter, who is not yet dead. During the journey the woman appears of whom we have often heard, having an issue, and she is saved. The Lord can do two things at the same time, during the same journey, so that He saves this woman and says to her that her faith has saved her. He calls her Daughter. Someone says to Jairus, Do not trouble the Master any more, the child is dead. What a poor person this is, entirely wanting in faith, but that was the word given to the father, that the maid is dead. I have been speaking of four dead children, two did not come back to life, one did, and now here is the fourth. The message shows no faith in the Lord, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master, whereas the great testimony was that He raised the dead, and that is the testimony at the present time. He is declared Son of God with power by the resurrection of the dead, whoever they are. 

    I want to say briefly that the question is a spiritual one this time. The father is in his place and nothing is said about the mother until she comes in with the father when Jesus has come with John, James and Peter. According to Matthew, the flute players were with the body of the child in the house. I have no doubt it was customary for them to be there, and possibly that is the clue to the death of the girl. Young girls are sensitive to music, of course, and this, you may be sure, was not wholesome music. We are told that the Lord drove them all out. Why did not the mother do that, for she was there? They derided the Lord Jesus because the child was dead. Think of having a house, of being head of a house where the Lord Jesus could be derided. They knew that she was dead, but they did not know the Lord. We may know much, and be able to tell when people are dead, but if, when meeting the living One, the resurrection and the life, we cannot name Him, how sorrowful that is! They derided Jesus because He said she would live. He said it. It is a question of the testimony of life at the present time, not simply light. No doubt the Shunammite boy had light, because he had a cultivated mind for a boy of his years, but the point is life. The girl is to live, the Lord says, and He put them all out. That, dear brethren, is to be noted, all that appeals to the flesh, all that is distinctive in the world, things of this kind admitted into our homes, not gross but such as to corrupt the minds of the girls and the boys in the houses so that they die; and there is a state of unbelief in the house, so that death has happened. What can be done? The resurrection and the life is here. Christ is that, and He is stressing this point of life, dear brethren, for it is the power of God in raising the dead, and having conditions in our houses that are suitable for this. There is such a thing as this in a spiritual way, bringing young people back to life and drawing them from the deadening influences of the things brought into the houses. The Lord put them all out. There were six of them in the house, the Lord Jesus, three disciples, the mother and father, but no more, because this is a spiritual matter. You may think that many fathers and mothers would mean a spiritual meeting, but remember, this incident is a question of spirituality. Our children are to be rescued from these terrible deadening influences that have had admission into our houses. The Lord put them all out. They derided the Lord because He said the child should live. He takes her by the hand and says, Child  it is a child here. In Mark the Lords own words are quoted, the very words that He used in this household matter. How important it is to heaven that the very words our Saviour used in Jairus house are actually quoted and brought down to us by the Spirit of God, so that we all know how interesting and important a christian household is in the eyes of heaven. Child, arise, and she rose up, to the astonishment of all, and the Lord says, Give her something to eat. Do not have any more of these novels and music papers in the house, but give her something to eat that such a one as this needs. She has been raised up into the most spiritual atmosphere. Let her grow in it now from twelve years on. Let no one say that a child of twelve cannot take part in spiritual matters. It is pernicious and fallacious to say so. This passage is incontestable testimony to the fact that a child of twelve can be introduced into a spiritual atmosphere and maintained in it, for the Lord says, Give her something to eat. It is a remarkable chapter in this respect, showing the way that God is helping the young, and putting it upon parents so that they should be available to Him, and if anything happens, God is there. When resuscitated spiritually, they should be sustained in a spiritual atmosphere. 

    I am sure that everyone here will understand what an important matter it is that the fathers and mothers should be looking to Christ regarding their children. He says our children are potentially holy, and that is the basis of all family training, and all that is contrary to it must be kept out, so that the children should live and not die. 
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    1 KINGS 15 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 15: 1 - 24

    Abijam follows his fathers evil course and his heart was not perfect with Jehovah his God. But he obtains favour on account of what David had been (verse 4). Jehovah had spoken to Jeroboam of David having a lamp always before Him in Jerusalem (see 1 Kings 11: 36 and 2 Kings 8: 19). God remembers past faithfulness and His ways have regard to it for a long time, down to Jehorams time, the son of Jehoshaphat: I do not doubt that we have benefited in the ways of God by the faithfulness of devoted men who have preceded us. What we have in the way of divine favour is not the fruit of our own faithfulness but of that of others who have gone before. 

    Asas reign is of much interest because in it we see the first movements of recovery. There was the unsparing judgment of evil and what was idolatrous. He did not follow his father or his grandmother but goes back in principle to David, so that we get dedicated things brought into the house of Jehovah, silver, gold and vessels. The silver speaks of redemption as that which is brought back to God in the value of the death of Christ. 

    Gold, being a new-creation thought, speaks of all things of God. Vessels suggest persons dedicated so that God has His portion in them. 

    Baasha comes up to restrict Asas liberty, showing a movement against what was going on for God. Lamentably Asa does not count on God to preserve his liberty but looks to the king of Syria. He expends the silver and gold in the treasures to secure the help of the world. He becomes a contributor to the world out of what should have been kept as divine wealth. It is like christians taking part in politics to secure liberty for themselves. 

    They got what they wanted. The device seemed to succeed. All Judah was summoned to carry off the spoil. Certainly advantages can be secured by buying the help of the world, but they come back on the people of God. We are not told here how Jehovah regarded it but we are in 2 Chronicles 16. We get the public history more in Kings, but the moral conditions in Chronicles. 

    The reformers fell into this snare. They dealt with much that was idolatrous and secured something that should have had a result in dedication to God. But they thought they must have the help of the world to secure their liberty. So they gave the treasures to the world: they made the church contributory to the world powers to secure their protection from Rome. All the reformed churches have done so. They have entered into political association for their protection so that the precious things are alienated from their true place in the house of God and are made part of the wealth of the world. The church has lost much more than it gained. What is gained in the way of public plenty involves a far greater loss spiritually. Syria was a power that God would have given to the house of Asa but by making a league with Ben-Hadad he lost the chance of overcoming him. It was in the 36th year of his reign that this happened; it was getting on to the end of the reign. It is very exercising to see so many break down at the end. In his old age he was diseased in his feet (verse 23). 
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    1 KINGS - CHAPTER 15 (JND 36)

    1 Kings 15

    There is certainly confusion here, as verse 6 comes in after Abijam. It is some question to me if Maachah was Absaloms daughter or granddaughter. If Absaloms daughter, allowing only five years from Absaloms death, she must have been six years old at Davids death; the common chronology gives eight. Rehoboam was a year old when Solomon began to reign, so that she was five or seven years older than Rehoboam if Absaloms daughter, supposing her born within a year before his death  the shortest possible almost. Solomon reigned forty years, this makes her forty-six or forty-eight at Rehoboams accession. It is possible she may have been Absaloms granddaughter, as in Chronicles it is not said his mother was Maachah. If 2 Chronicles 11:20-22, be directly connected, it is clearly so. The mothers place was, and is a kind of official one in the East, not the wifes. 

    There remains 2 Chronicles 13:2, which, if not a mere misreading, must be compared with chapter 11: 20-22; and, if the same Abijah, raises further the question of Absalom or Abishalom  is Absalom the son of David? The fact of 1 Kings 15:2 and 10, shows that something is to be sought out, some key I mean to it. The author of Kings and Chronicles cannot contradict themselves, nor each other, in the same passage, and both on the same point. 

    I think it is evident that it was not Absaloms daughter  it might be his granddaughter but it is very doubtful. Maachah may have been Abijahs grandmother. But there seems little doubt Abijahs mother was of Benjamin; it may be she was called Michaiah, and Maachah as the change of name is the commonest thing possible. Uriel and Abishalom were both known. One Uriel, I suppose, her father, the other a well-known ancestor. So Abihail, 2 Chronicles 11:18, is evidently only a descendant of Eliabs. It is thus possible, though I doubt it, that Maachah may have been a granddaughter of Absalom, and daughter of Uriel. What adds to the probability of this is that Absalom was son of Maachah, so that the name may have been kept in the family; 1 Chronicles 3:2. Uriel was a Benjamite, and called his daughter Michaiah; Maachah was given in Judah where Davids family connection was naturally kept up. 
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    1 KINGS 16 AND 17 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 16: 34 to 17: 7

    It would seem that Ephesus (Revelation 2) answers to the latter part of Solomons reign, Jeroboam and his successors to Pergamos dwelling where Satans throne was, and Ahab to Thyatira. 

    He that has the sharp two-edged sword (Revelation 2: 12) is like the prophets that came to Israel all through this time. 

    Just then Jericho was rebuilt. All that had been overthrown by the ministry of the apostles is set up again in bold defiance of Gods curse. The world is looked at as the seat of spiritual powers that are opposed to God. They would be idolatry, philosophy, judaism, strongholds, reasonings, high things that lift themselves up against the knowledge of God. All these powers stood in the way of the gospel when it came into the world. Paul anticipates that the gospel would be met by what pretended to be a gospel, and he pronounces a curse on those who announced it (Galatians 1: 8). The Virgin, the merits of the saints, and all that is opposed to God has taken a christian form. But it is all really self-destructive: and her children will I kill with death (Revelation 2: 23). 

    It is just in that state of things that Elijah appears, a man of like passions to us, James 5: 17. That is a man who felt things intensely. God loves a man with deep feeling. 

    We ought to feel all that is opposed to the knowledge of God. Something terrible is the only thing that will do. The time had not come for God to give up Israel. Elijah knew Him as the God of Israel, and he was thoroughly identified with Jehovah and standing before Him. 

    But the servant who has the mind of God has to go through testing experiences; he has to prove God for himself. God has His own secret resources, the torrent Cherith and the ravens, before the Jordan. He has to prove that death is on the resources of nature. This is a new experience in Israel which could never have been known in normal conditions. We may prove God today in special ways. There are resources reserved for Ahabs day which were not known in Davids or Solomons reigns. Elijah got bread and flesh. For us this would be spiritual food, Christ as come down from heaven and as having come into death. A new kind of humanity must be the food of our hearts. We are to retire  hide thyself. I think the torrent represents what is providential in relation to spiritual refreshment. It is providentially ordered that we can come together and that we have ministry  spoken and printed  which is refreshing. But the torrent was not permanent; I suppose all that is outward is only provisional. The thing is to make the best of it while we can. I think the ravens would show that God will use what we do not expect: we must not limit God. He may use a brother you think little of to bring you bread and flesh. What an entire severance from the life of the world it is to feed on Christ! The bread of God is One who is not of the world. Nothing is more blessed than to feel that you can feed on Christ, that He is satisfying. But the flesh is needed also. I understand that to be an intimation that He must come into death that we may pass out from all that we are by the appropriation of His death, to feel that I ought to die; but I can die affectionately in the One who has given His flesh for men. His flesh in John 6 is not that His death meets my conscience and relieves me of sin; it is a way out of all that is spiritually death. I think this is a deep exercise. I find things in me, and things come out of me that are mixed. A great deal may not exactly be flesh in the Roman sense, but is not the life of the heavenly Man. One longs to know experimentally more of that beautiful life which is hidden by the torrent before Jordan. 
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    1 KINGS 17 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 17: 1 - 24

    In the closing chapters of 1 Kings and the early part of 2 Kings we see how God maintains a witness to Himself at a time of great departure, answering to Thyatira in church history. It is not in Judah but amongst the ten tribes, so that it is the testimony as having in view the worst form of evil that has place amongst His people. It is from that aspect that things are considered here. 

    Chapter 17 is a private experience which goes on, known only to faith, but which stands in relation to the general and public corruption; that is, Elijah and the widow are instructed in divine resources at a time when famine conditions prevail generally. First, Elijah has to learn what it is to be personally sustained at the torrent Cherith, which seems to speak of divine resources as they may be known by the individual. But then, that is not intended to be all; it is followed by what is collective set forth in the widow who has a house. God commands certain spiritual resources for us individually, but He purposely orders that such resources do not suffice for us permanently. They have to give place to another order of things. We have to learn what God has commanded for us in house conditions. 

    But in such times as those of Ahab and Jezebel we must not expect to have experience of what is collective in a very great way outwardly. It would not suit the time that it should be so. It is a time when sovereignty will select its own means of working. A widow, who did not even live in Israel, one who would have been regarded as having no place or rights at all in Israel, is the one selected to be the representative of the household of faith. Things are small with her but they are in order. There is no carelessness, the meal is in a barrel, the oil in a cruse, and she has a vessel for the water. The Lord has great regard for order. 1 Corinthians is largely setting in order and Paul intimates that the whole order was not there: But the other things, whenever I come, I will set in order, 1 Corinthians 11: 34. To the Colossians he says, Rejoicing and seeing your order, Colossians 2: 5. Faith will be marked by a return to divine order. It is not only that Christ and the Spirit are available but They are available in the way of divine order. There is often piety and zeal without regard for divine order and things waste and fail. It is when the meal is in the barrel and the oil is in the cruse that they do not fail. Comparatively few today think that divine order is of importance, but those who are negligent as to order lose what is spiritual. 

    But after these things there is a further exercise because, having things in order and a permanent food supply that would reach to the end of the time of drought was not all that was in the mind of God. So death came in on the widows son; her one hope was cut off. It is remarkable that it is said, There was no breath left in him. I do not know that this is said of any other. It is an exercise which brings home to us the need of breath. It is not now a question of things being maintained unfailingly but of life being brought in where death was. I do not think the life question is touched upon in 1 Corinthians until chapter 15: 22, Thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive. This is followed by The Spirit quickens (2 Corinthians 3: 6), The Lord is the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3: 17), So that death works in us, but life in you (2 Corinthians 4: 12), He who has raised the Lord Jesus shall raise us also with Jesus (verse 14), That what is mortal may be swallowed up by life (2 Corinthians 5: 4) and That they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised (verse 15). This is outside flesh condition; even Christ after the flesh is known no more. This leads on to Colossians. 

    Death in the widows house must have been more exercising than anywhere else, most surprising, even to Elijah but he took up the exercise. He carried him up to the upper chamber where he abode. The upper room suggests what is above the level of things here. The Lord had this in mind in the large upper room. Dorcas is put in the upper chamber (Acts 9: 37). Elijah was before God; he lived at a higher level than the widow and her son. But they were to know the power of where he lived. He took the son up and laid him on his own bed. He is, I think, in this a representative of Christ as we all ought to be. He stretched himself upon the child three times. God has the resurrection platform in His mind and that we should know it in a living way. It is something now brought about by the power of God that is unmistakably of God. The widow had faith before but now she knows that Elijah is a man of God. One may go on with things without the power of God and then sickness comes in and there is no breath left. Life is brought in through the exercises of the minister in 2 Corinthians. It is the power of God in vital expression. 

    Three successive experiences of Elijah in 1 Kings 17 were hidden from Israel but he was learning divine resources in secret before coming out in public witness. Is the education of the servant in private like this now in view of all the conditions which have to be met publicly today? The first is purely personal, the second brings in house conditions but in great weakness, the third the question of life out of death. 

    The conditions in christian profession react with us and we have to learn first to count upon God for personal sustenance so that we find a sufficiency as hidden from what is of man. God says, as it were, I only mean that to carry you a certain time. Elijah was to be maintained by a widow woman who had been learning to trust in God; she had resources in suitable vessels. It was a question of the extension of what she had. 
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    THE OLD STATE AND THE NEW STATE (JBS 5)

    1 Kings 17: 8 - 24; John 4: 7 - 15

    I desire to bring before you this evening the greatness of the blessing vouchsafed to the believer in Christ on the earth; the greatness of the gift of God, I do not say from the earth, but on the earth. It is not merely that all that which was against you has been removed in the cross, that Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, but it is the blessing you receive on coming to God. If it were better known, or rather enjoyed, there would be a wonderful testimony to the grace, even apart from preaching; great would be the testimony of the one who really knew the gift of God - his present portion on the earth, not one which he is expecting, but one which he is enjoying; as our Lord said to the woman of Samaria, If thou knewest the gift of God, or God as a giver. I read about the widow of Sarepta, because the Lord alludes to this case in Luke 4: when He was rejected by the Jews, He refers to the gentile widow and to the gentile leper. The tale told us here is very interesting. There was a great famine in the land, and Elijah was sent by the Lord to be sustained by a widow in Sarepta. When he came to the city, he saw a woman gathering sticks, and he asked her for a little water. As she was going to fetch it, he asked her to bring him a morsel of bread, and she said she had not any, she had only a little oil in a cruse and a little meal in a barrel, and she was gathering a couple of sticks, that she might bake a cake, eat it, and die. Can you conceive anything more deplorable? It is a true picture of the natural man; he is looking for present enjoyment, but beyond the present he knows nothing. She is deliberately bent on enjoying her last meal; after that, death - she had no more. 

    Is there any one here who is bent on some present enjoyment? Supposing you get it, what next? It may be your last, and then death. Now Elijah announces to her, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house did eat many days; in the margin of your Bible it is a full year. A full year figuratively embraces all the circumstances of every period of your life. At the end of it her son dies - there is death in the house; and the widow said to Elijah, who had been in her house for a full year, Art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son? And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.... And he stretched himself upon the child three times - he identified himself with death (typifying how Christ entered into our death), and the child revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth. She sees that death has been overcome, for the prophet had identified himself with it. 

    In the opening of Johns gospel you find that Christ was to effect two great works: one, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world; and the other, he it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit. It is important to connect them together. In the one He removes all that is contrary to God, and in the other He fits us for all that is according to God. On previous evenings I have dwelt on how He removes all that is contrary to God; I desire now to dwell on the greatness of His gift. It is of the last importance that you should understand that all that was against you has been removed in the cross - all in the believer contrary to God has been carried into the land of forgetfulness: their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. But great as this grace is, yet there is more. He has done the greatest work for you, and He has given you the greatest gift. In John 4 the Lord is opening out the gift of grace. I do not confine it to chapter 4 it extends to chapter 7. Here in chapter 4 this woman of Samaria comes to the well at an hour of the day when the others would not be there. She sought isolation, she had no reputation, she was desolate. The Lord is sitting on the well, and when she comes He accosts her, and is ready to receive a service from her. Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. The one who gives is greater than the receiver, but He in His grace puts Himself in the position of a receiver. 

    The woman of Samaria cannot understand His grace, but says, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. His asking her for a drink might have inspired her with confidence to ask Him. If you ask me to do anything for you, you embolden me to ask you to do something for me. If she had asked of Him, He would have given her living water. 

    I believe the true way for a sinner to begin is to say, I have offended God, and I want to know how the offence can be removed. By the grace of God it is removed. Christ has died, the just for the unjust; He has glorified God in bearing the judgment on man, so that God can be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. As I have already stated, He is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. All contrary to God has been removed from His side in the death of Christ, to His infinite satisfaction and glory. Man does not know the nature of his offence, the grievousness of sin in the sight of God. We know sin is very grievous, but we do not know Gods estimate of it. No one but His own Son knew the measure of our distance, and He has removed it. Now the Lord is showing in this chapter the greatness of His grace; it is the gift He is setting forth, and this woman is a sample case. Here is a woman, He knows all about her, and before she acknowledges Him, or believes on Him, He tells her of the wonderful new condition in which He can set her up in Samaria at that moment. 

    In verse 14 the Lord tells her, Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst (the word for never is the strongest word that can be used; it means, neither here nor hereafter); but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. That is, death has been removed, and you are brought into life in the Spirit of God. The widow of Sarepta saw death overcome; but the believer has a divine fountain within him springing up into eternal life. The woman was attracted by this great gift; she could not be otherwise. I would say to any one much attracted by the things of the world, I can tell you of a present benefit, far superior to the brightest gain in this world. If you could acquire the brightest and greatest benefit here, you must part with it some day, and however great it was you would like to add to it, you could not be satisfied. But here you are told that the gift of grace is so great that you shall never have a sense of deficiency; you will be in the region of satisfied desire, because it shall be in you; it is not from anything outside of you: the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. I believe the more you read and the more you meditate on this passage, the more its greatness will open out to you. I am sure every believer here would own how little he lives up to his privileges. But if you do not start here, you have not started at the beginning of the gift of grace. The woman is attracted, and I think nothing would attract a person more than to hear that you could put him in the way of being in that state of satisfied desire while here on the earth, so that he did not want an addition. I know you may say that it is impossible to be so in our natural state. I am not speaking of our natural state. I admit that the most intelligent man on the face of the earth would say, The offer is splendid, but it is impossible, because it is contrary to all human experience. But I ask myself, and I ask you, Do you believe it? Then if you have received this gift, live in it, seek the good of it. 

    If you look for natural additions, you are carried away with them; you do not know the greatness of Gods gift, for it is inexhaustible, it could not be otherwise; and in fact, the more you know of it the greater you find it to be. You shall never thirst. You must first accept the word of God. You may not understand it, yet you are bound to accept it. Hence the woman was right when she said, From whence then hast thou that living water? She was conscious that it would suit her. There is no one who would not own its greatness. 

    This chapter is the contrast to John 2. There the Lord goes to a marriage feast, the happiest human circle, where man concentrates all his ability to make it a brilliant time; what happens? The wine ran out! Mans brightest day comes to an end. Every one knows that the brightest day ends, and very often in sorrow and disappointment. This is man in his natural state. Moreover the most valued favour on this earth, whatever it be, is overcast with the fear that you might lose it. A philosopher has described a mother dropping a tear on her babe as she gazed on it, fearing she might lose it. And it is a well-known fact that men who possess earthly advantages to the greatest extent are unhappy because of the fear of death, when all would be lost. 

    It is the natural man who is before us in chapter 2, both in relation to man and in relation to God, but the contrast is here; the new state is declared. The Lord is setting forth the grace of God, the greatness of His gift. If He had spoken to the woman of the law, she would have been familiar with the subject. Here the Lord speaks of God giving, the very opposite of demanding. God is come out in a new way. Law is a righteous demand; grace comes to give to the undeserving. If thou knewest the gift of God. No one could have apprehended the greatness of the gift, that it should be in him, not like the wine, outside of himself; and that instead of running out, it should be in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. 

    Next, let us look at the nature of the gift; it is the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God is given to every believer in Christ, In whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise. Therefore the apostle says to the Corinthians, Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? We do not dwell sufficiently on the simple fact that we have received the Holy Spirit. If you have not received the Holy Spirit, you have not believed on Christ personally. In that sense you have not come to Him. I do not say you have not faith in His work; but as in the case of the ten lepers (Luke 17) all were cleansed, but nine of them went to ritualism to find approach to God. Many converted are here. Only one of the lepers came direct to Christ; he had now a living link with Him; this in pattern is sealing by the Holy Spirit. Not only has Christ saved you, but you are of Him. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. I press on you that it is His gift. Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? The great point for you is, do you believe in the greatness of Gods grace? His word is that you are to be set up, not in some future day, but now where you are, in the best and greatest way; a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. As to this woman, she had sought happiness in the world, and now she is degraded. The Lord reveals Himself to her in her desolation, and proposes to her not merely that she should be clear of all her offences - that is true - but that she should be set up in an inconceivably blessed way in the place of her degradation. No language can convey the greatness of this grace. If our faith were more abiding, we should understand it better. I would press on you how infinitely greater the grace here is than that vouchsafed to the widow of Sarepta. She rejoiced greatly to see death overcome, and in Luke 4, she is referred to as a type of those who will receive Christ when rejected by the Jew; the gentile widow would be glad to receive Him. But inconceivably greater is the grace that there is in you a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life. As you read in John 1, he it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit. 

    Now I add a word to those who have tasted this gift of God. The only way to increase your enjoyment of Him is to be in continued deference to Him. If you live in the Spirit, walk in the Spirit. If there was a room in your house where you would have untold joys, but because of your business you could not be always in that room, yet whenever you had a spare moment, I am sure you would go there. Well, how much more should you walk in the Spirit, so that you should never thirst, for there is in you a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life. You may have business and many duties, but the more thoroughly you do your duty, like a horse in a mill, the more constantly you will be revived and invigorated by the Spirit in you who fills your cup. You have not to go outside yourself. You sometimes hear it said, Such an one is not a man of resources. A christian is a man of resources; he shall never thirst; he is in a region of satisfied desire. 

    I could not exaggerate this grace. It is surely marvellous that God has not only effected the greatest work, the work of our salvation, but He has given you the greatest gift which you are to enjoy now on earth. If we were more cast upon the Lord as indispensable to us, we should receive more. You should ever be able to say, Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. We are very often counting up our mercies, the different ways God deals with us, and we say, Well, we are happy. There is a great deal more for us. Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased. 

    The Lord grant in His infinite goodness that every heart may be impressed with the sense of His wonderful grace, so that in this poor world a man may know that he possesses divine resources in himself, and therefore be able practically to say, Never less alone than when alone. I do not want any one to be a recluse or an ascetic, but I want you to apprehend the immensity of the gift which you have received, as well as to know the greatness of the work of salvation. In fact the order in Johns gospel is, first the gift of grace, and then, from chapter 8, the work of grace. When we think of ourselves, we begin with the work; but when we look at God, He presents first the greatness of His gift. Have you resources? They are not outside of you, but you have to appreciate them, you have to draw from them; if you have a fountain of water you have to drink of it; and it is as you drink of the water that you shall never thirst. The Spirit assures you that you are outside of all the ruin and the misery here, and that your resources are in the Lord Himself; as has been said, it is like water which rises to its own level, it comes from Christ and rises to Him. The Lord grant that each of you may be more acquainted - great is your gain as you are acquainted - with the gift of God, for His names sake. 
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    THE RIGHTS OF GOD (1) (JT 9)

    1 Kings 17

    JTThe exercise has been that we might see how God comes in to assert His sovereign rights. Elijah, who is introduced abruptly here, represents this thought. The statement he makes in the first verse seems to be the key to his whole history and ministry. It says: As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. Whatever other authorities or powers may have existed, Ahab or anyone else, dew and rain were made to depend on the word of this man, and I thought that he in that way foreshadows the Lord Jesus. God has introduced a Man whose word is to determine things, and we know that all that has come out in connection with the gospel is on that basis. 

    FLAt the end of the previous chapter we read that Ahab did more to provoke the anger of the Lord God than any other king; and then the rebuilding of Jericho was a greater expression of defiance of the rights and authority of God than in any other act. It is significant that Elijah comes abruptly on the scene after the record of those two things. 

    WLPIt is remarkable that Elijah says this seemingly of his own accord. This suggests that he realised that he had a very great place here. You were speaking of him as being a type of Christ. 

    JTThere had undoubtedly been serious exercise in his soul preceding this. He is not said to be a man of any special note. He was simply of the inhabitants of Gilead. He had no special distinction outwardly, but according to James reference to him, he had prayed. 

    PHPThe meaning of his name Jehovah is God is striking in view of the idolatry that Ahab had set up. He was true to his name in all his ministry. 

    CBThe authority referred to here is vested in Christ, and we need to have our attention called to it. 

    AFMWould this be parallel with Marks gospel where you have the prophetic word of Christ? 

    JTI think Elijah represents Christ as embodying the prophetic ministry. It is said in Romans that the righteousness of God had been witnessed to by the law and the prophets. Now Christ came in on that line. 

    FLIt is remarkable that the introduction of Elijah is as a man of God; as you were saying, the man of exercise. It seems to be very significant that there is no genealogy or anything of the sort, but he comes on the scene abruptly and is recognised as a man of God. 

    JTSo he says: As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, That was his attitude, and at the end of the chapter it is said to him by the woman: I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. So in that way his word is confirmed. 

    BTFWould you say Elijah referred more to the ministry of the Lord while here on earth? 

    JTYes. It has been remarked that the gospel of Mark would correspond with it, in that Mark presents the Lord as the Servant-Prophet. The book opens thus: Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God, Mark 1:1. We have no record of the Lords previous life. It is simply that He is there and God has Him there. It is not the beginning of His life, but of His ministry. So with Elijah, save what we hear from James in the New Testament, we know nothing of his previous history; but it is enough to know that he stood before Jehovah, that the signs that mark his ministry brought about the confession: The word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. It seems as if Marks presentation of the ministry of Christ carries special conviction with it. 

    FLIt is also significant to see how the Lord at the outset of His ministry takes up this seventeenth chapter of Kings. There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias ... to none of them was Elias sent; and then he continued of Elisha, there were many lepers in Israel ... and none of them was cleansed but Naaman the Syrian, Luke 4:25 - 27. 

    WB-wHe comes upon the scene because there was a moral necessity for it. 

    JTThe end of the previous chapter, as was remarked, emphasises the necessity, so that in this chapter it seems to me the ministry presented is one of restoration, not the introduction of something new exactly, as under Elisha, but restoration; as the Lord said of John, when he is come he will restore all things (Matthew 17:11) so that the child here is brought back. 

    BTFElijah is a witness for God here, He came from Gilead, which means Hill of witness. 

    CAMWould the conditions in which Elijah was sustained in the beginning of the chapter suggest the Lord here upon earth? 

    JTI think so. If we compare the chapter with 2 Kings 4, what we see is that there is no over plus here, no idea of living on the rest. It is simply that The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, There should be enough, but no abundance, no idea of paying thy debt, nor of living on the rest, nor of a great woman spiritually. It is simply that there should be sufficient and in that way I think it denotes the state of things before the coming of the Spirit. 

    FLI am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly, John 10:10. I suppose in the days of the Lord on earth it was more the expression of life; in the day of the Spirit it is more abundantly. 

    That point you brought out about recovery is uncommonly interesting; it is said that Elijah took the child to an upper chamber and there he nourished it into life. It suggests the Lord in the upper chamber unfolding all that which nourished the little company of the remnant into life. He took them up into the upper chamber, and it was there the Lord really nourished them. 

    JTYou will notice in Elijahs history that the idea of elevation gives character to it. Now what is said of the child here is, that he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. That is a great point, I think. Naturally the mothers bosom was the place for the child, but there was no life-giving power there, no hope of recovery or restoration on that line. The great principle of restoration was there in Christ; but, as you said, it was the upper loft or chamber. 

    CAMWhat would the barrel of meal and the cruse of oil suggest? 

    JTThe woman says: I have not a cake but a handful of meal ... and a little oil in a cruse. That is her estimation. Then he says, The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! He drops the diminutive words handful and little. That is, I suppose, from the divine side it was not a handful. It was infinite. As John says, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written (John 21:25); but it would continue at any rate, that is the point. 

    FLThe outward presentation was what the widow saw. 

    CAMHere it is what she had. In the first part of the chapter Elijah is standing independent of anybody. That is, the ravens brought him food and he drank of the brook, but I was wondering in this part whether what she had was acquired of Lord. 

    JTOf course it is on the line of sovereignty all the way through here; as was remarked, to none of them was Elias sent, but to Sarepta of Sidonia, Luke 4:26. It was God acting sovereignly, but at the same time there was a certain measure of faith there, although it was feeble and wanting in intelligence. She was going to eat to die, which is really, you might say, a contradiction of terms. You do not eat to die: you eat to live. But at the same time, there was a measure of light, seen in the fact that she had the meal and the oil. 

    PHPThat was a reflection on Israel, because not even as much was found in them. 

    JTThat is the point. In Luke 4 they would have the Lord on the line of nature. Whatsoever we have heard has taken place in Capernaum do here also in thine own country, Luke 4:23. They would be accredited on that line, so He immediately brings in these passages because it was a question of the truth and the sovereign rights of God. 

    AATHow do you connect it with Romans? 

    JTThe righteousness of God is the great point in Romans at the outset. 

    AATIt has been declared. 

    JTYes, righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ, Romans 3:22. That is a question of Gods rights of course, but rights taken up in such a way as to be effective for mans salvation. His rights in mercy, as has often been pointed out. Elijah does not intimate there is to be no rain, but rain only according to his word. He does not say how long, but we know it was three years and six months, James 5:17. 

    WLPWould you say the righteousness of God is also seen in the judgment that Elijah spoke of  withholding rain? His rights in mercy are seen in Elijah going to the widow. 

    JTIn Luke 4, the Lord says, Today this scripture is fulfilled in your ears (Luke 4:21) and that scripture was, as we know, Isaiah 61:1 - 2. It speaks not of judgment, but of God intervening in grace. Romans enlarges on this great theme. The apostle says, I am not ashamed of the glad tidings; for it is Gods power to salvation, to every one that believes ... for righteousness of God is revealed therein, on the principle of faith to faith, Romans 1:16 - 17. Now that may be connected with the word ears in Luke 4. The scripture was fulfilled in their ears, but if there was not faith it would have gone no further, and we know they had no faith because they led him up to the brow of the mountain upon which their city was built, so that they might throw him down the precipice, Luke 4:29. The faith was not there. The righteousness of God was there and presented to them; Romans teaches that the righteousness of God is presented to faith; otherwise it is wholly ineffective; so it is on the principle of faith to faith. 

    FLAnd it was preached for obedience of faith among all the nations, Romans 1:5. That is Romans. The just shall live by faith, Romans 1:17. I was thinking of the difference, comparing Elijah with Christ. The Lord in speaking with His disciples of Elias says: Ye know not of what spirit ye are, Luke 9:55. The Lords ministry was about three and a half years and it was needful for Elijah to shut up heaven for three and a half years. I suppose in His own person the Lord brought the rain and dew, and it was there for three and a half years. 

    CAMThe Lord identifies John Baptist with Elijah. 

    JTIf ye will receive it; He says this is Elias who is to come (Matthew 11:14); but they did not receive it. 

    JSSo in Elijah you have divine power introduced. 

    JTAnd it is sufficient to restore. The Lord said: Elias indeed comes first and will restore all things, Matthew 17:11. In his ministry it is a question of restoration. 

    PHPIs restoration individual here, or is it collective? 

    JTI think that in this chapter it is a testimony, a remarkable testimony, that in a man, there was the life of Israel. This, of course, refers to Christ, who had life in Himself. The womans son was taken from her bosom and laid in Elijahs bed in the upper chamber where he abode. There was no power in nature (the womans bosom) for restoration. 

    FLIf that is to become effective collectively it is first demonstrated in the individual. I think we see it in Lazarus. The fact that one man was raised from corruption is taken by the Spirit of God as proof for the whole nation, and not the whole nation only but goes beyond that. God demonstrates the thing in one person but if demonstrated in one it is good for all. 

    JTExactly. The Son also quickens whom he will, John 5:21. 

    WB-wThe idea of restoration implies that something was lost, does it not? 

    JTIn the gospels the Lords ministry assumed that certain things still remained. For instance, they had the loaves and the fishes. Now they do not refer to what He brought, but to what they had, and what He could take up and enlarge as a witness; and so in regard to the child here, although the soul had gone out of the child yet the impression left on the mind is that it is simply brought back. It is not resurrection from the dead exactly, but rather restoration. 

    FLI think the language supports that. It does not say his spirit was gone but that there was no breath left in him. I think there is a distinction. Paul said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him, Acts 20:10. 

    JTThat is what I had in mind, but by the embrace of Paul he is restored. 

    BTFWould you say a word as to the difference between the oil here and in 2 Kings? 

    JTThere is no idea of filling vessels here, no idea of a superabundance. It simply was enough for current need. 

    BTFSo it would set forth the Holy Spirit only as He came on men before Christ ascended. 

    JTI think what we learn from it, the moral side, is that the flesh profits nothing. If you have introduced such wonderful remedies, indeed the power of God in a man, and yet things are not restored, all is hopeless on that line. I think that is the moral lesson in it. The Lord had said in spirit, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain, Isaiah 49:4. 

    AFMWould you say a little about the exercise through which Elijah passed? There were certain exercises in his chamber; are they significant? 

    JTIt is very interesting to compare them with the exercises of Elisha in a similar case. What is said here is, that he carried him up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again. Now that is more restoration. In the next book it is resurrection; 2 Kings 4:32 - 35. Notice in this latter chapter the child had already been laid on Elishas bed by his mother. 

    FLThe child was dead. 

    JTThat is important as a distinction. And when Elisha came into the house, behold, the child was dead, [and] laid upon his bed. And he went in and shut the door upon them both, and prayed to Jehovah. And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and bent over him; and the flesh of the child grew warm, 2 Kings 4:32 - 34. Now what I would suggest is, that this is Christianity. In this chapter are the eyes, and the mouth, and the hands. All is to correspond with what is presented objectively, whereas in 1 Kings 17 it is simply the restoration of the child. There is nothing about the mouth, eyes or hands, whereas in Christianity you have the idea of correspondence in perception and intelligence, in speaking. I suppose Romans answers to this as to the Christian. 

    FLThe child sneezed seven times. This seems to indicate the evidences of life in Christianity. 

    WHFIn Elishas case in 2 Kings it is not a question of restoration. How would you look at recovery: man as he is cannot be recovered? 

    JTNot as he is so Romans brings out and develops that. First of all, things are brought in through Jesus Christ and then if I reckon myself alive it is in Christ Jesus. So 2 Kings is Christianity typically, not restoration to what I was before. It is in another Man. 

    GWHWhere do you make the distinction in Romans between in and through? I think through refers to what Elijah would typify, the vessel through which the thing has come to us. That is what we might call strictly the objective, whereas the subjective begins, I think, in this, that I reckon myself alive unto God in Christ Jesus. That is another Man. Elisha identifying himself with the child suggests, I think, that there is to be correspondence with him in the one made alive. I am alive in a Man that did the will of God here. That is Romans. Christ is in that way presented to us and I am alive in Him; alive in One that does the will of God, and I get the Spirit to enable me to conform to that Man. 

    FLThe turning point in Romans is at the eleventh verse of the fifth chapter. 

    GWHSo really what begins the second part of Romans is headship. 

    JTIt lays the basis for it. As by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, Romans 5:12. That is Adam; and then in the one Man (Christ) you have life and righteousness in contrast to that. Now that is still objective, however, but it is an element introduced into our souls that prepares us for headship. So the next chapter is that I am alive in that Man, in Christ Jesus. Then I have eternal life in Christ Jesus. Everything is in that One. 

    GWHIn chapter 6 we begin to say, What then shall we say?, Romans 6:1. 

    JTThat is right. I like the idea of the mouth, and eyes, and hands, because they denote certain things, and then the sneezing shows the power that he has got, and then it goes on to say: and the lad opened his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. And he called her; and she came to him. And he said, Take up thy son, 2 Kings 4:35 - 36. Now I think that is what we often call recovery. That is permanent. 

    CAMAs to the eyes and other members of the body, do you make the thought apply to the physical character of things in Romans. 

    JTOur members are to be yielded as instruments of righteousness to God. In Romans it is correspondence with the Man in whom things are brought to you, because Elishas eyes are put to the childs eyes. There is to be correspondence. 

    CAMIn Colossians it refers to the new man renewed into full knowledge according to [the] image of him that has created him, Colossians 3:10. 

    JTThat is a further development of this truth. 

    BTFWhy do you call it recovery? I thought it went beyond recovery. 

    JTThe mother leaves the child on Elishas bed dead, and she takes him back alive. 

    FLI would like to suggest that with the one we have the idea of restoration in connection with Israel, and it will really be made good after we are gone, while in the other, the case of the Shunammite womans son we have recovery in connection with the day of the Spirit. So that recovery really comes in in both, only that in connection with the Spirit in the present day, it has a very peculiar character that goes far beyond the other. 

    JTAs to Christianity the important feature is that the things presented in the gospel are said to be in Christ. Redemption and eternal life are in Christ Jesus; and then we have, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death., Romans 8:2. 

    FLSo it brings in the Spirit too, the Spirit of that Man. 

    FJDI suppose it is there you change your man; one is caused to pass off the scene and another is brought in. 

    CAMIn Hosea 6:2 we read: After two days will he revive us: on the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before his face; The living seems to be a further thought than reviving? 

    JTRevival is after two days, which I think refer to the Lords ministry, but the third day is really more like Elishas ministry. It is the result of death and resurrection. 

    PHPI suppose there is such a thing as recovery from something and to something, as might be illustrated in these two cases. 

    BTFIs it recovery to what God has found in Christ? 

    JTOur brother was remarking that we are recovered to something; and really it is that men are taken up afresh in Christ. We are not recovered as men in the flesh. We are justified by faith through the death and resurrection of Christ; and then we are to reckon ourselves alive unto God in Him. 

    JSHere there is power as a testimony in the man of God for recovery. 

    JTThat is the idea, and so in Christ as become Man all was present for the re-establishment of everything for God. 

    FLI think that what comes out through Elijah in this respect is the prefiguring of what comes out in Revelation 11; that is, the testimony of the two witnesses. It is for the recovery of Israel. It is the character of the testimony of Elijah and it extends over the period of three and a half years. 

    JTThere is a very remarkable correspondence with Elijahs ministry there. They go up in the sight of their enemies. 

    WB-wArt thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance. Is that the conscience affected as in Romans? 

    JTThe widows exercise corresponds, no doubt; but she arrives at the point of the truth. What a great point to reach. The word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth! 

    CAMThe last part of the chapter brings in spiritual things. In the first part (verse 15) she, Elijah, and her house ate many days. They lived in that way for a certain length of time and then the further thought of a spiritual condition comes in. Eating many days accorded with Christs pathway here, and then a spiritual order of things brought in after that. 

    JTI am sure that is so. The ultimate result in the woman is no doubt recovery. At Pentecost in a certain sense Israel, or at least a representation there, arrived at the truth. At Pentecost the coming of the Spirit sealed everything. There could be no further question as to the mission of Christ. The coming of the Spirit was the seal that His word was truth. It was a great point reached; The word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. The truth is the adjustment of everything. I can understand a godly person in Israel listening to Peter in Acts 2 and seeing the evidence of the Spirit there, becoming very restful. There are no longer any puzzles. If you have truth it is the solution of things in your soul. 

    FLAll this seems to me to open very beautifully in a line. That is, the Lord takes this product of Israel, as it were, His disciples that had followed Him. He takes them up into the upper chamber; He endows them with all the light of life and the love of God, and then He comes down as it were and gives them to Israel. He gives them to themother. Now their testimony is the testimony of those that live and they live through His touch and association, so that covers the period from His death to Pentecost. 
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    FAMINE IN THE DAYS OF ELIAS (JT 16)

    1 Kings 17; 18:40 - 46

    JTThe New Testament alludes to this section of scripture more than once, and throws light on it, especially the reference to it in James 5:17: Elias was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with prayer that it should not rain; and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months; and again he prayed, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth caused its fruit to spring forth. James brings it into our own times, and shows how famine or similar circumstances may arise and come about in the world in answer to prayer; that is, the Lords people may take account of things from Gods point of view and pray. The answer may be in the form of certain governmental conditions arising and affecting the saints who go through those circumstances as Elijah did according to our chapter. Then further, prayer by Elijah brings about rain, and so the cessation of the famine or pressure. 

    ARSIs there any connection between Elijahs prayer and the prayer in Revelation 6:10? It says, And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O sovereign ruler, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell upon the earth? 

    JTI think there is. In that section of Revelation an angel appears at the golden altar, with a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, that he might give efficacy to the prayers of all saints (chapter 8:3), and special judgments follow; it may be that the fearful condition that now exists has arisen through the exercises of the saints; but then we have to go through the circumstances ourselves, as Elijah did. 

    ANWWas his prayer for dearth an index of his sympathy with God as to the condition of the people? 

    JTClearly. Jamess allusion to it gives us facts further to those we get here. He tells us Elijah prayed, which would direct the mind to Elijahs previous history  to what his relations with God were. The state of the nation at that time is aptly described in verses 29 - 34 at the end of chapter 16. These verses give us the unprecedented state of wickedness in Ahab and the nation of Israel, and Jamess allusion to the prayer of Elijah would show that he had been with God with regard to it. 

    AFMIt says of Elijah: He prayed with prayer that it should not rain. (James 5:17). 

    JTThat would show that he had learned how to pray. 

    AFMHe would present intelligently before God what was needed. 

    JTI think so; what James says would indicate Elijahs secret history, which the Old Testament does not disclose. A disciple said to the Lord, Lord, teach us to pray, (Luke 11:1). Elijah had learned how, in that he prayed with prayer. If you take account of the existing conditions and his secret history with God thus indicated, I suppose it would give him the moral power that is shown in his first statement: As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. Why did he not say, ... except by Jehovahs word It shows he had acquired confidence in his history with God, also that he was in conscious spiritual dignity as commissioned of God, like Peter, who, with authority, said in his first sermon, Give heed to my words, (Acts 2:14). We might say, Why did he not say, listen to the gospel? It indicates a previous history with God, and involves moral power as in possession of a divine commission. 

    ANWIt would appear that it needed more spiritual energy to pray for a dearth than it did to pray for the rain. Scripture says he prayed for the rain, and it came; but it says he prayed with prayer for the dearth. 

    JTIt would show that he had an understanding of what was requisite to meet the occasion. This chapter shows that Elijah shared in the sufferings involved in the famine. What God does in this way should direct us to consider what have been our burdens as before the golden altar. We do not always stop to think of the consequences of what we ask. God is coming in in an unexpected way, I believe, but none the less effectively. He is working out His thought, but His people have to go through things with the rest; we must not seek to avoid the consequences of our prayers. 

    WB-wDo the altar set up to Baal and the rebuilding of Jericho represent two systems of evil in the world today? 

    JTYes. The idolatrous system is connected with Jezebel. It is amplified as we see in the address to Thyatira. The rebuilding of Jericho would be the revival of the world in the current profession of Christianity. It is the bringing back of ancient conditions through modernism. It seems to be the full limit of lawlessness, and is mentioned here in this sense by the Spirit of God. 

    AFMWould the introduction of Baal, or another lord, suggest insubjection to Christ at Gods right hand, and the rebuilding of Jericho, the world system adapting itself to the Christian profession? 

    JTI think so. Delivered believers can say, Jehovah our God, other lords than thee have had dominion over us; by thee only will we make mention of thy name, (Isaiah 26:13). The gospel brings in one Lord: One Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him,(1 Corinthians 8:6). Turning to Baal, or what corresponds to him today, is apostasy  giving up the Lord Jesus. Chapter 17 is occupied with Elijahs own experience and the experience of the widow and her son; i.e., what is worked out before the open relief from God came. Chapter 18 brings out the overthrow of Baal. The people seized the prophets of Baal, and Elijah slaughtered them; that is, the people were brought into the judgment of Baal, and then the rain came. 

    JSThe only way to meet the extreme lawlessness as stated in chapter 16 would be Gods severe governmental dealings. 

    JTYes. In the current pressure it is not that the world will be overthrown outwardly. The intent is that it may be overthrown in the saints. God is aiming at the deliverance of His people and making way for the testimony. If not all, some of Gods people, now in the world, will be delivered from other lords who have dominion over them. 

    JSElijah would represent the man of God, who is in the secret of Gods mind, and what is necessary to meet the extreme conditions. 

    JTThat is the idea. We have no notice of him previously; he is introduced here in a way that is very significant, showing that God prepares His vessels secretly. We may expect Him to act thus, for He loves His people and will always come in for them. One prepared of Him has moral weight and sensibilities. It is important to notice that Elijah had to go through much exercise before anything was done with the prophets of Baal. We also have to experience the consequences of what God may order in His wise government, to reach the deliverance desired. 

    HSDElijah was told to hide himself. What would you say about that? 

    JTVerses 2 - 4 are very interesting, because you now get the word of the Lord. Elijah had called attention to what he said, but now there is a word from the Lord for himself, directing his movements. His prayer had brought in a condition of scarcity and want which he had to go through, beginning with hiding himself by the torrent Cherith. 

    CAMBefore the public side in chapter 18, marvellous things are going on in secret. 

    JTSecret spiritual history preceding what becomes public is most interesting. In chapter 16 we have Ahabs iniquitous conduct and that of Jezebel, but nothing is intimated as to what God was doing with Elijah, and yet He was preparing His servant for the great work He had in view for him to accomplish. 

    ARSHe hid himself very successfully, because neither the king nor anybody else could find him. 1 Kings 18:10 says, There is no nation or kingdom whither my lord has not sent to seek thee. 

    ANWSometimes they tell us we hide too much! 

    JTThe Lords brethren said to Him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; for no one does anything in secret and himself seeks to be known in public ... Jesus therefore says to them, My time is not yet come, but your time is always ready, (John 7:3 - 6). I believe entrance into the truth of the epistle to the Colossians brings about a hiding of ourselves. It says, Your life is hid ..., (chapter 3:3). It is the hiding epistle, showing that God would keep His people out of sight in the sense of gaining for themselves a place of distinction here, not, of course, in a physical sense but morally: For this reason the world knows us not, (1 John 3:1). 

    AFMIs it on that principle the Lord hid the treasure in the field? 

    JTI think so. If the enemy had found it, he would have spoiled it or carried it away. 

    ABPWas the enemy rebuilding Jericho at Colosse? 

    JTQuite  through philosophy and ceremonialism. 

    AJDIn what sense are we hid? 

    JTWell, I think the divine nature operating in us leads to the acceptance of obscurity, so that we are unknown by the world: For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not, (1 John 3:1). The divine nature in the believer as allowed its full activity brings us to a point of accepting a hidden position in relation to this world. 

    AJDSo that people do not understand how or by what we live. 

    JTIt is said of the Lord that by day He taught in the temple and by night He remained abroad on the mount of Olives; (Luke 21:37). They would not have found Him at the street corners speaking with others about current events. His living associations were with His Father. He was out of sight, morally, here. In John 18:19,20 it says, The high priest therefore demanded of Jesus concerning his disciples and concerning his doctrine. Jesus answered him, I spoke openly to the world; I taught always in the synagogue and in the temple, where all the Jews come together, and in secret I have spoken nothing; had the high priest asked Him where He
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    CONFIRMATION IN THE TESTIMONY AS MAINTAINING IT (JT 30)

    1 Kings 17:8 - 24

    You will remember that the Lord Jesus refers to this incident. As in many other instances, in referring to incidents, He opens up a vein of thought which He intends to be followed up. Indeed the New Testament is marked by furnishing keys, so to speak, to the Old Testament, so that we might use them to explore them, and thus be, as the apostle says, thoroughly furnished 2 Timothy 3:17 in relation to that with which we have to do, namely, the testimony of God. The Lord says, There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, so that a great famine came upon all the land, and to none of them was Elias sent but to Sarepta of Sidonia, to a woman that was a widow, Luke 4:25,26. 

    The Lord, whilst asserting the sovereign action of God in that passage, also refers to the fact that the prophet was sent to the widow there. He says, Of a truth I say to you. The circumstances required that the truth should be asserted, and it implied that some widows were passed by. There were many widows in Israel; there were many in that privileged sphere or nation, but in the sovereignty of God; the prophet was not sent to any of them, but to a widow outside, in the neighbourhood of Sidon, that is to say, she was, in the sovereignty of God, greatly honoured. Right down the history of this dispensation the sovereignty of God has been asserted, and is being asserted, and will be asserted. The assertion of it may cut across our most cherished thoughts, for God thinks not as we do, and so we have to be prepared for occurrences wholly different from what we may have expected. The Lord in speaking to the privileged people at Nazareth  a wonderfully privileged town, for the Lord Jesus was brought up there  said to them, But of a truth I say to you Luke 4:25. In an earlier day like privileges existed, but God instead of admitting that they involved any virtues in the privileged ones, ignored the widows of Israel and sent His prophet to one outside  far away. The book of Kings says that Jehovah spoke to Elijah and said, Arise, go to Zarephath, which is by Zidon, and abide there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman thereto maintain thee. 

    Now I want you to notice, beloved friends, that if God sends His prophet to this widow, she was qualified to receive him. That is to say, if God acts sovereignly and passes by those distinguished in this world religiously, and sends to those who are in obscurity, to those who have no reputation at all religiously, He has prepared them beforehand for the honour. So He says, I have commanded. It is a dignified word. I wish to note, too, that if we are to be honoured in this way in these last days, there must be the habituating of ourselves to obedience. I have commanded, He says, a widow woman there. To do what? To maintain thee. The word is maintain. God would have the vessel rightly cared for, and the question arises as to what is come to us, what it is that God in His sovereign ways has sent to us? How much do we value it? How are we to maintain it? I have commanded, He says, a widow woman there. He selected the city and He selected the woman  a widow  and He commanded her to maintain the prophet. Now the Lord is not putting upon us that which is beyond us. But to you I say, the rest who are in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I do not cast upon you any other burden; but what ye have hold fast till I shall come Revelation 2:24,25; 

    that is to say, He took account of their circumstances and that they were just a remnant. I do not cast upon you any other burden. He gauges our ability and burdens us accordingly, but He burdens us. I have commanded. 

    Now the Lord would recall the setting of this chapter. The prophet Elijah appeared abruptly, and said to the king, There shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. 1 Kings 17:1. He is as a man who had rights under God. That is the light in which Christ is suggested to us here. And God said to Elijah, Get thee hence ... and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith. The circumstances there were small; He says, I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 1 Kings 17:3,4. You see how much God bears with in that the vessel of His testimony should be fed by ravens. Indeed, we see how independent He is of us  a humbling suggestion. He says, I have commanded the ravens to feed thee, but feeding is not maintaining; maintaining is connected with the widow. It is well if we have the widow spirit; it is very different from the ravens! The ravens, morning and evening, brought bread and flesh, that was all  no affection, no attention to the prophet beyond that. Still that was important, they fed him. But you can understand the living conditions were very poor, very different from what was becoming to a prophet  a representative of God. 

    Now we must not think lightly of that through which the light comes to us. God marvellously, graciously, puts up with much, but there were no vessels by the brook Cherith. We read nothing of a fire of coals and fish laid thereon and bread. The brook came down in the ordinary way, and the prophet drank thereof without a vessel as far as we know; there was no intelligent care and attention, no affectionate regard. Nevertheless it was important that the bread and flesh were brought, that the ravens fed him, but all that state of things dried up and came to an end. It is not what answered to the mind of God. There has been much of it in the history of the assembly, much of that poor attention. God bears with it, even commands it, but now He commands a widow to care for His servant. I dwell on this because God would promote that spirit in us. One says, I sit a queen, and I am not a widow; and I shall in no wise see grief, Revelation 18:7. She will not be entrusted with the care of the prophet; she will be entrusted with nothing from God. She sits a queen, decking herself with all the glory of this world; there are no springs for God with her; she is in a desert where there is nothing at all to sustain what is of God. But here is a widow, one who is bereft of outward care, who nevertheless is possessed of something; she has something. 

    So it is, beloved brethren, in these days, God passes by those people distinguished in this world religiously and He finds the widow. Would that one were in that spirit  the spirit of a widow. She is a selected widow; there were many others, but evidently none like this one! He says, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. She is taken up in connection with her own locality. Elijah was to dwell there. She is under divine command. I wonder how many of you young people are under the sense of divine command. Do you run hither and thither? When we are young we gird ourselves and go where we wish, whither we will, but we shall never be entrusted with anything unless we learn to be under command. I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. Think of the magnitude of the trust  to maintain the greatest man on earth at that time! A man without whose word the heavens would not pour forth their rain. Think of that! Think of the blessed privilege of maintaining such a man as that! God looks for the maintenance of the vessel of His testimony; He looks for our best. The demand to maintain this is made upon our very best. 

    Well, the prophet reaches the city and there was the widow woman. She was not out of view; as we might say, she attended the meetings. Spiritually, it is that you are in view in this way as needed. She was doing something needful. True enough she needed adjustment, but she was in view, she was doing what was right, so far, though very little outwardly  gathering a few sticks  but she was doing that. I wish now to enlarge on this passage so that we may see how the maintenance is effected, and how the very youngest is called into it. Whatever your spiritual growth or stature may be, you at least have a body; you have that. God in the epistle to the Romans would impress us with the idea of a containing vessel. We are vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory Romans 9:23, but in the meantime we are to be in the hands of the Lord for the maintenance of this service of the testimony. And so the prophet says to her, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel. It was not simply the water, but the vessel also. If you are to serve the Lord thus, you want the vessel to be clean, it must not be polluted. We are enjoined to possess our vessels in sanctification and in honour; 1 Thessalonians 4:4. We are challenged as to how things are done. There is nothing said in connection with the ravens about a vessel, they used no vessels, but the first challenge to this woman is as to a vessel. You see the application, young people. God has fearfully and wonderfully Psalm 139:14 made you, He has redeemed you by the blood of His Son, and put His Spirit into you. Think of that! A little water in a vessel; note, a little water, for God does not expect what you have not got; He begins in a small way with you. 

    And so she went off to fetch it. But he said to her as she went to do so, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand; in thy hand, note. You have first the general idea as to the vessel and then one of her members; a little bread in her hand. She said, I have ... but a handful of meal in a barrel. Ah, she has got the idea! She might have said, I have only a little meal, but she said, I have got it in a barrel. She had already the idea of keeping things in vessels. The things mentioned are worth keeping. Think of the value of meal in those days when there was a famine in the land for three years and six months! It was precious, and she kept it in a barrel; and the oil was in a cruse  a little oil in a cruse. Although she had not much, yet she had something; she had a variety of things and she kept each in its place  the meal in a barrel, and the oil in a cruse; she was not unprepared. She was a ready vessel in the hands of God for the maintenance, not simply for the feeding of the prophet, as with the ravens, but for the maintenance of the testimony. 

    Now the prophet said, Go, do as thou hast said. God is very ready to acknowledge any right word or any right thought in a young christian; He will never belittle it, He will never turn you aside from a right thought. Go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first. He says, so to speak, You have been talking about little things and about dying, now I want you to get a whole idea into your soul; you do not want to be occupied with parts. A cake is a whole idea. The prophet had first asked her for a morsel, which was in keeping with her state, but he would lead her forward. Many christians are just like that, they deal in parts, in little things. It is true enough we know in part, and we prophesy in part 1 Corinthians 13:9, but in order to do that effectually we must have the idea of the whole. The epistle to the Corinthians brings in the whole or complete idea: The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 1 Corinthians 10:16. That is a whole idea. Nor shall I ever be a member of Christ intelligently and consciously until I arrive at the complete thing. 

    Make me thereof a little cake, small indeed, but it is a complete thought. You are getting on; as partaking of the Lords supper you are getting into your mind that in Christ there is completeness. A body hast thou prepared me, He says Hebrews 10:5  a vessel in which God can be set out. Make me thereof a little cake first. I wonder whether any of you young people have ever made a little cake? You will remember how the Israelites of old, when they received the light of Christ typically, were to bring out of their dwellings two wave loaves baked with leaven; Leviticus 23:17. They were to be baked, that is to say, sin was owned to be there, but it was not active; it was rendered null and void by the action of the fire and the baking process. Loaves, that is the thought. You do not come to the assembly with a morsel; that a morsel will be accepted is true enough, but you want to come with the whole idea, to move forward. Make me thereof a little cake first. 

    Well, she tells her tale to the prophet. She had it in mind to use the sticks she had gathered, and to use the little that she had to die with. She does not say anything about making a cake, but about preparing the little she had for herself and her son so that they might eat and die. A poor affair! The idea of dying: is often so with christians. Quite right to die in one sense, but really it is extinction that she is thinking of. We do not want extinction. It is by the power of the Spirit of God I die; but that is not extinction; I remain as living in the Spirit. We do not want to disappear. What is needed here, beloved friends, as we shall see later at the end of the chapter, is a man out of death, a living man. The widow had no thought of that; she had not thought of dying to live, but only of eating to die, which would mean that she and her son would disappear and there would be nothing for the prophet. That was not Gods thought. 

    And so the word comes, The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! We are stayed by the prophetic word in these our days. God is coming in, beloved, the prophetic word announces the intervention of God in blessing, and in the meantime as the little cake is made for the prophet, there is the meal in the barrel, and the oil in the cruse. The vessels were not to be empty, for God does not care for empty vessels. The meal remains in the barrel and the oil remains in the cruse. It is a question of vessels  containing vessels. But what more? She and the prophet and her house live on the meal and the oil for many days  for a whole year. Now you see how things are; the woman is brought into blessing, she is sensibly supported by God for a whole year. What formative experience! The whole year through, spring, summer, autumn, winter; all the varied experiences of the year are gone through, and there is sustenance for her and for her house and for the vessel of Gods testimony. These are precisely the circumstances in which we are; God has acted sovereignly, He has selected certain ones in His sovereign way, and He has commanded them. They are under His command and they have got something. Then the prophet brings in the light of Christ, and there is a living state of things, not a dying state of things, but a living state of things for a whole year. 

    The second part of the chapter gives the supreme test in all this. The son of the, woman, we are told, the mistress of the house, fell sick. It is right to understand the Lords position as over the house; He is Son over Gods house; Hebrews 3:6. That is perhaps owned by most christians, but that the mistress of the house should come to light is another matter. If the feminine idea is to prevail in a moral way, there must be something beyond the ordinary, and that is developed in this woman during the year she maintained the prophet. What an experience, beloved, to maintain the prophet, the vessel of the testimony! What growth in the knowledge of God there must have been with that woman as she observed the ways of the prophet, how he partook of Gods provision for him! You can understand the piety of Elijah as he partook of the meal and the oil and the little water, how much there would be for God in that period. We read of the Lord lifting up His eyes to heaven and giving thanks (John 11:41); what a model for the disciples! They were to learn from Him, and they did. They saw Him praying at one time, and one said, Lord, teach us to pray, and He did; Luke 11:1,2. 

    What an honour, as I said, it is to maintain the vessel of Gods testimony as coming under your own roof! The Lord says to Zacchaeus, Today I must abide at thy house, Luke 19:5. What an honour! The widow is the mistress of the house. Elijah did not take the place of master. It is a question of developing what is subjective, as we call it  the work of God in us in relation to the perfect model presented to us in Christ. She is worthy of being mistress of that house, she has given up her natural rights in meeting the needs of the prophet, and in doing this she has made a little cake. She had some conception of Christ, and she had set the meal and the oil at the disposal of the prophet; she is mistress of the house, and she is in every way entitled to be it. 

    There is very little of that in our local gatherings. I say that advisedly. The book of Proverbs develops what becomes the mistress of the house, a woman of worth, Proverbs 31:10 as she is called in the last chapter. 

    Well, the supreme test comes, for the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick. It is not that he died suddenly, but the illness was severe. God would put us through things so that we might feel them, that we might learn to take them seriously. He brings in death upon us, a prolonged kind of thing, a severe illness. Day after day there is the child severely ill and there she was, and God brings to light the latent unbelief that, in spite of the fact that she is mistress of the house, was in her heart. She was ready to charge Elijah with bringing her sins to remembrance; showing that she did not know forgiveness after all, typifying believers in similar circumstances today. God does not remember sins that He has dealt with in the death of Christ. She was entirely mistaken. But there was death in her house; there was the severity of the illness, so that the breath was ebbing out of the boy; a severe test indeed for the heart of a widowed mother. It was to bring out those feelings in the widow and in the prophet, too, which were so perfectly exhibited in Christ, as He wept and was deeply moved in His spirit, and was troubled; John 11:33. He said, too, Now is my soul troubled. The Lord felt things. What shall I say? Father ... glorify thy name. John 12:27,28. In His trouble He refers to His Father and the Fathers glory. 

    Not so with this poor widow; she did not think of Gods glory in what was occurring. But God would bring us into the reality of things through the experience of bitter feelings, to give tone to us, and that we may learn to give up the natural links. This was what she had to learn. The prophet took her son out of her bosom. It is the last thing we give up  the natural link. Naturally that was the place for the boy  in the mothers bosom  but he was dying in it, his life was ebbing out of him in it. What shall I say? the Lord said, as His soul was grieved and troubled. Father, glorify thy name. The Father says, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. John 12:28. He had glorified it in the raising of Lazarus, and He would glorify it again. It is a question of life out of death  a risen life. The woman had no thought of that. Perhaps some of us have not thought of it, of a life developed, not out of our bosom, but by the power of God. The prophet took the boy out of her bosom, and carried him up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 

    He took him up. A principle in christianity is elevation. She had not learnt that, she had learnt that she was mistress of the house and had reputation thus. We are apt to live in that and never ascend. It may be desirable to be a leading brother and to be able to help the saints locally, but that in itself is not ascension. The principle of christianity is in going up or being taken up. The prophet took the boy up and laid him upon his own bed, and now the prophet has to go through experience of sorrow, foreshadowing what the Lord Jesus has gone through, as I said. God, beloved friends, would make men of us, and we shall never be men according to God as we cling to nature. However legitimate it is to have a child in your bosom, you have to learn to relinquish him. Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Genesis 22:2. And so the prophet comes into the bitterness of the position, as our Lord Jesus Christ came into it in perfection. The prophet stretched himself on the child on his own bed. It is very different from the child being in the bosom of his mother. Come, see the place where the Lord lay, Matthew 28:6. That is a touching appeal! Where the Lord lay. As we say: 

    Jesus died, and we died with Him, 
Buried in the grave He lay.
 

    We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death  a very real thing! For if we are become identified with him in the likeness of his death, so also we shall be of his resurrection. Romans 6:4,5. 

    It was a very real thing for Christ. Now is my soul troubled. John 12:27. In Gethsemane how He felt it as anticipating the awfulness of the cross  the suffering of death  and then the grave: Come, see the place where the Lord lay. Matthew 28:6. Do we go there? Life begins there. It is life out of death; that is the principle with God, and He set it out before ever sin came into the world. God set out that principle that life was to be out of death, and Eve was the figure of it  taken out of Adam as figuratively in death. It is a divine principle, and the prophet as a type of Christ goes through it, and he prays to God and the breath comes back into the boy. It is a wonderful point to be reached in any soul, in any local company, or in the whole church, that life begins there. The soul of the child comes back into him. It is a remarkable figure  the severity of the illness and the ebbing out of the life, and now the life coming back to the boy. Then the prophet takes him alive and presents him to his mother and says, See, thy son lives. You expected him to die, he says, so to speak, but now he lives, he lives by the power of God. And so he brings the child to the mother. There is now a living son in the house. 

    What I want to do in closing is to draw your attention to the fact that the woman was confirmed; confirmation is in life out of death. She says, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. There is a great deal of latitudinarianism amongst the people of God. That is your view, people will say, and I have mine; that is what latitudinarianism is. What God intends is that His people should know. The unction that we have teaches us all things and is true. We need not anything else. He gives us certainty, for we need to be certain; and the process to certainty is seen in this chapter; it is as we accept obligations to maintain the testimony. The result is that you come into certainty as to it. The word of the Lord in the mouth of the prophet, the woman says, is truth. Thus confirmed believers have got the truth. You need to be sure about things, and you may be. We need not be in any doubt, for we have the Spirit, who is the truth and who searches all things, even the depths of God, 1 Corinthians 2:10. God is true, and He gives us an understanding that we should know Him that is true; 1 John 5:20. The apostle John says, These things have I written to you ... that ye may know that ye have eternal life 1 John 5:13, that you may be conscious  as it may be rendered  that you have eternal life, that it is no longer a theory but it is what you know. That is what the woman came to, and what in a simple way is presented here. The Lord would give us assurance as we accept obligations in regard of the testimony; when we arrive at divine assurance there is no longer any doubt that the word of God, as ministered by fit persons, is truth. 

    May the Lord bless His word. 
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    THE RIGHTS AND PATIENCE OF GOD IN TESTIMONY (1) (JT 35)

    1 Kings 17: 1 - 24

    JTThose who have read the book of Kings with attention will discern that this chapter begins a section, in which is worked out the thought of Gods rights; as conditions reached their worst in Israel. Then further, we have the thought of His patience, Ahab and Jezebel affording examples of the worst influences that had been in Israel, for in them is developed the greatest wickedness  and yet God uses Ahab, and helps him against the Syrians, and then ultimately saves Jehoshaphat, although he was in a false position when, as allied with Ahab, he went to war. These chapters, therefore, afford much instruction for us; and the first feature of the instruction is in the discipline and formation of the vessel through whom God spoke and wrought. 

    WHMElijah says, Jehovah ... before whom I stand, but he had something else to learn. 

    JTYes, he had come into the attitude of service; so that a secret, untold history is suggested. The epistle of James throws light on the first verse, because James tells us that Elijah was a man of like passions to us (chapter 5: 17), so that he was not anything extraordinary in that sense, thus bringing the service of God within the range of anyone. He prayed with prayer, it says, meaning that he was a man who had learned how to pray, which must precede all useful service. His was not only a formal prayer, but that which is really prayer. The result was that it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months; and again he prayed, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth caused its fruit to spring forth. We are reminded in the first prayer, of what is secret in the history of Gods servants, for there is no allusion to it in the Old Testament. God will not identify Himself with any servant save as he has a secret history with Himself earlier, and has learned how to pray; that is, prayer means that I depend on God, not on myself. The surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us, 2 Corinthians 4: 7. The position is thus clear enough as applicable today. The previous chapter depicts the darkness of the state that prevailed in Israel, but at the darkest hour God brings forward an unlikely man, a man hitherto unheard of, but who had had relations with Himself and had learned how to pray, to depend on God. He takes him up and puts him through certain exercises, and then uses him in the most striking manner, as a vessel of His power. 

    TGIs that why he is said to be of the inhabitants of Gilead  he was not known till God called him, he was in secret with God. 

    JTYes, he was from a territory that was under reproach spiritually; Gilead was under reproach as the territory of the two and a half tribes  the sovereignty of God is evidenced in that. 

    HBWould that come in as a rebuke to those in the land, that one from that territory should be chosen? 

    JTYes. The nine and a half tribes would assume they had special spiritual advantages, but God is not restricting Himself to those who make claims; as soon as we begin to make claims, God shows He is not under obligation to us on those grounds; He acts on account of what He is in Himself. 

    PLThe early ministry of the great Prophet, the Lord, in Marks gospel is much in Galilee. Is the place of it a rebuke to apostate Israel? 

    JTThat is the thought in the Lords great activities in Galilee in the synoptic gospels; it is to bring out that God is slighting the claims of Jerusalem. Elijahs subsequent history shows that he had relations with God. Our relations with God should arise, not from any specific feature of Gods work or ways, but from our knowledge of Himself, that is, it is a question of God. 

    PLAnd does that knowledge of God enable us to hold Him to His promises, so that, however dark the day, we can refer to Him as the God of Israel? 

    JTYes, it is that God. As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, that is, it is the covenant God, which implies all that He is, in so far as He may be known. Paul says, God, who ... called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, Galatians 1: 15, 16. It is the full thought of God. Service ought to be based on the full thought of God. 

    JCWas Paul referring to his conversion in the verse quoted from Galatians? 

    JTYes, but it is a fuller thought; he refers to more than is recorded of his experience outside Damascus. The revelation of Gods Son in him includes more than that, his commission is involved  That I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations. 

    RemWe usually connect prayer with blessing, here it is to withhold it, there was to be no rain. 

    JTThe withholding of blessing in a disciplinary way is with a view to blessing, so that we might be prepared to enjoy it. The two prayers viewed together imply blessing; discipline has blessing in view. The shutting up of the heavens for three years and six months seems severe, and Elijah had to go through the experience himself. We must bear in mind that, if we pray for anything, we cannot escape the consequences. If our prayers have to do with the people of God, we must go through the thing we pray for, with them; if it be disciplinary, we must go through it with them. The thing is with a view to blessing  he prayed again: it is all of one piece, we must have the two prayers. If we are with God, we learn God has blessing in view. Jehovah the God of Israel implies the covenant God. God is true to His covenant. If the servant sees that discipline of this severe kind is necessary and asks for it, God accedes to his wish; and then he has to go through the thing with the people, but he goes through it with great advantage. He is with God, and God knows where the torrent is, but the servant has to go through the discipline. That is the teaching of this chapter. It is a question of going through things with God, so that there is a feeling with us about them. It is all very well to pray that a brother might be disciplined, seeing that he needs it, but going through the thing is another matter; in going through it, you have power as to it. It is a certainty that in praying for a brother I shall have power with him in time, if I go through things myself. Elijah is immediately sent  The word of Jehovah came to him saying, Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. This position, the torrent Cherith in the neighbourhood of the Jordan, has a great deal in it for faith: as there, I am in the presence of something that may dry up, a very solemn matter. Plenty of water at a given moment may not always last. God has a means of drying up the brooks, and Elijah had to go through the experience of seeing the means of his supply dry up; that is a solemn matter! Then moreover, he had to learn Gods power in the creation. We, perhaps, overlook that, in intervening for us, God wishes us to understand Him, not only in redemption but in creation; the servant has to learn God in creation. He is a faithful Creator, and He has great resources in the creation. 

    CABHow would drying up the brooks refer to us now? 

    JTIn the removal of those whom God has fitted to refresh His people. The man with a pitcher of water may not always last; we know how the Lord removes those whom He uses in the service of refreshment. We do well to keep that in mind that we might value what we have. 

    JMcCRThe meaning of Elijahs name has a bearing on his ministry  Whose God is Jehovah. 

    JTVery good. 

    PLWould the turning eastward suggest that, while you humbly thank God for the brook, you can survive the drying up of it? 

    JTYes, eastward is a region of hope. Elijah had not a word of complaint so far, but the education of a brook drying up is important for those who serve, we may have been drinking from other sources, depending on other brothers, or other ministry, but that may come to an end. Elijah has to go through that experience, and it would result for us in this, that one can say: As far as I am concerned, the brooks will not dry up; that is to say, one relies on the Spirit of God oneself and thus I become a means of supply. Then the creational resources of God have to be apprehended; He is a faithful Creator and has agencies He can employ. If men are not available to Him, He is not without resource, and the agency used here is the raven. Nature teaches us, we are told, and the teaching of the ravens here would be unselfishness. A raven is a carnivorous bird, and why should he deny himself to bring flesh to Elijah? Why does he not devour it himself? It would be unselfishness; and that is what the woman had to learn. Elijah learned from the ravens the principle of unselfishness, and now the woman of Zarephath has to learn that principle too  make me thereof a little cake first. 

    WJWThe raven was an unclean bird, was it not? Why did God use the raven in particular? 

    JTTo show what resources He has. He left it to Noah to determine which were the unclean birds. When we come to a crisis like this, there is nothing unclean in itself. Every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, being received with thanksgiving, 1 Timothy 4: 4. The fact that the ravens character was changed would show that God had cleansed it, Acts 10. We have to learn these things  what God has in His creation. God can bring His creation into accord with Himself, for these lessons of unselfishness all centre in Christ. It is a question of what God is in His creation, 

    awaiting the time when He shall be fully expressed. 

    WHMI was thinking of that word, my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus, Philippians 4: 19. Elijah was learning that. 

    JTYes, and he was being instructed in the spirit of thanksgiving. Every creature of God is good. Meats, which God has created for receiving with thanksgiving for them who are faithful and know the truth  a very great lesson that God would teach us in nature, Does not even nature itself teach you? 1 Corinthians 11: 14. 

    HLWhy is he told to hide himself? 

    JTIt is important for the servant to learn to hide himself, especially if he has great gift; it is the teaching of Colossians; when God enjoins it, it is the more important. Get thee hence and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. He is hiding himself in a good place, there is refreshment  bread and flesh. These things are amplified in Christ  bread and flesh. He is the bread of God, and He gives His flesh for the life of the world. It may be humbling to learn from a creature, from nature, but it is important that we should not miss the lessons of nature, for the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, Romans 1: 20. That encourages us as to the whole race of mankind in all its history; God has not left Himself without a witness in creation. He has His ravens and asses. 

    WCGWould not the bread and flesh represent the doctrine of the Christ: rooted and built up in him, and assured in the faith (Colossians 2: 7): and yet we need the water as well, we need the unction of the Spirit to give it vitality? 

    JTIt is a learning place, that is the thought in hiding. It is a most instructive chapter if we are to have part in the great patience of God in His testimony towards christendom. Christendom embraces about five hundred millions; am I to have any part in the testimony of God to that wide area? We see here how God can be so patient as to use a man like Ahab. I have to be brought alongside God to learn His patience, and I have to be nourished in this way in hiding. I do not suppose it was any great trial to Elijah to be hidden away, for he was a man who had a secret history with God, or he could not have stood as he did. This is nevertheless a further lesson. 

    PLIs there something akin to Philadelphia in this? Elijah, having learned the resources of God through so many different agencies, would connect with the opened door. Then the Lord speaks of the word of my patience and there is the little power. Everything is small here: the brook  a little water  a morsel of bread  a handful of meal  a little oil, and so on. Is this like Philadelphia? 

    JTYes, I think it is the setting of the whole Apocalypse. I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus, Revelation 1: 9. He was equal to the service put upon him, to write what thou hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are about to be after these. He is to write as the Lord touches him. He puts His right hand upon him; he is under the touch of Christ; but he is in the ... kingdom and patience in Jesus, he is a brother and companion of the saints in tribulation. 

    QuesWould you connect the thought of the ravens with Onesiphorus, who diligently sought out Paul when he was in such reproach? (2 Timothy 1: 17). 

    JTVery good. He found him  these ravens had to find the prophet, and they brought refreshment. Onesiphorus refreshed the apostle. He was not ashamed of Pauls chain. 

    QuesWould you say we are all to take up the reproach of the situation as seeking to serve, and to be committed to God, standing before Him in the service, like Elijah? 

    JTYes, that is the lesson, to be hidden; not to seek to make a show by preaching immediately, or taking a reading, or a special meeting, as we say, but to learn in secret with God, knowing fully the actual situation which you are in; a situation which you have brought about by your prayers, as it were. Then, being regulated by God in that very situation which you have yourself brought about by prayer, God follows you up to see that you do not get elated by the great place you have, but that you are hidden away, and kept in the enjoyment of these positive things, all coming about in the most unlikely way; a humiliating way indeed. The ravens were under reproach, but they are doing this work well, morning and night, and every time they come, you would say, Thank God for the unselfishness of those birds: they would become great in your eyes. 

    HBThe example of the ravens should help us in our ministrations to those who serve the Lord. 

    JTYes, that is the idea; that the saints should all become of the raven kind, morning and night looking after those whom God has set aside for His service. 

    PLThe Philippian jailor setting the table for the servants of God would be a kind of raven. 

    JTQuite so: a very unclean one to begin with  a jailor. This learning from nature is humiliating, it would be so to Elijah, that an unclean bird should be feeding him; but he would begin to see through the mere letter of the law; to see that after all we have to connect Gods creatures with Himself, and not to regard them as unclean and detach them from God; that would be misleading. They are Gods creatures; as already said, the type shows there had been divine cleansing. Then the saints have to come to see that we are to be servants like the ravens, that is a lesson for every saint. This service of God is to be carried on, and if so, there must be bread and flesh morning and night for those whom God is using. I may despise the ravens, but am I up to them? Is there the element of unselfishness, that cares every morning and night? Bread and flesh is needed, for it is a question of strong meat; these servants of God need all the support we can give them. Then there is the water coming down; it is a torrent, not a pool, the water comes of itself; it is not merely that it is forced to come, it is a symbol of the energetic action of the Spirit in the way of refreshment; the Spirit is here, active, a divine Person, and He moves of Himself. 

    RemDoing good and communicating of your substance be not forgetful, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased, Hebrews 13: 16. Is that on the same line as the ravens service? 

    JTQuite so. It is humiliating to be on such low ground as the ravens, but we learn from nature how God puts into His unintelligent creatures the ability to reflect what He is Himself in unselfish service; all this is perfectly set out in Jesus. The Jordan is near by all the time; it is not a question of drinking out of Jordan, or of drinking death yet. There is always plenty of water there, we never hear of Jordan drying up, it overflows, it is the power of God in death; Elijah is not enjoined to drink of the Jordan. He now has to go straight across to the north-west, to a territory that would not be very attractive to him, Tyre and Sidon  to a woman who is a widow, and God says, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. This thought should be taken in, I think, that the servant is to be maintained. You cannot conceive of God sending out anyone at his own expense, or that he should be without what is necessary. He is to be maintained  but then how? It is a widow woman; that denotes one whose means, whose resources, are cut off in the loss of her husband. So that we have a further lesson now, that is, the feeding of the household. We see what God has in households in the case of the jailor at Philippi: what the apostle and Silas found in that house. The ravens are not spoken of as having houses, but the widow has a house; it is alluded to twice, her house is sustained, and then she is the mistress of it. 

    RKCYou find the Lord working in the same territory in Mark 7, but it is said of Him that He could not be hid. 

    JTQuite so. The Lord could not be hid, I suppose that comes into this chapter. The ravens did not tell the prophet that he was a man of God, the woman did; she said at the end of the chapter, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. He is now becoming known, as the Lord was. 

    QuesWhy is she called a widow woman? 

    JTI suppose it is to stress the thought of woman. 

    PLIs it in contrast to Jezebel, and also to Babylon?  I sit a queen, and I am not a widow. Jezebel was the daughter of the king of Zidon. It is in the very presence of the apostasy here, in Zidon, that this widow woman comes to light. 

    JTJust so. The combination of circumstances would suggest the great ministry God raised up about a century ago, and what it afforded. The two thoughts run together; the widow woman and her poverty denoting how very little there was among christians, but they learnt (in the revival of the truth of the house) what is in the house. Christians of a hundred years or so ago began to see there was something other than that which the clerical system afforded, or even required. The clerical system is a great system regarded as necessary for the preservation of divine things. The saints began to see that there was something outside of that. This woman had a little meal in a barrel, she had it in a suitable vessel. A barrel is a large kind of vessel, apparently it had been full and was greatly reduced; still the meal was in the proper vessel, it was not taken out of it. And the oil was in the cruse, that is, in the proper vessel. It was in regard of that, that God helped the brethren, and out of it you have plenty for the development of what is living. 

    RemThe woman is commanded to maintain Elijah, but she did not appear to be wholly prepared for it at first. She had the water  what does that signify? 

    JTWe are never wholly prepared for Gods overtures, no person is: what God proposes is much beyond anything I am prepared for; but she came into it. It is remarkable that she came under Elijahs notice immediately he entered the city, and she is gathering two sticks. It is remarkable how definite she is. I think God takes account of definite people; people who are indefinite in the little things of life are not likely to be definite in the great things. 

    WCGWhat is typified in the water and the oil? 

    JTI thought the first (verse 10) was the Spirit in His free action in meeting need. It is available at hand. In the other case the word is torrent (verse 4), meaning that gravity brings it down; but oil is dignity, which you would expect in a woman in her house. The Spirit is now to be understood as dignity, so that I do not need university or clerical honours in the things of God; the Spirit is dignity enough. He puts dignity upon the saints; she had the means of that in the house. The Spirit takes account of circumstances. He has to be viewed as meeting the thirst of the soul  If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink (John 7: 37); but you learn afterwards that that same Spirit puts dignity upon you, makes you so that you do not need the degrees of the universities; they do not help you in the things of God, in the things of Christ, or in your service. It is the Spirit who puts dignity upon the service of God. I should think, when God works in a man who has these degrees, it must be a great difficulty for him to be free from the importance that attaches to them in human estimation. 

    JCI think you intimated that God has blessing in view in all this  what would Ahab represent? 

    JTIf you read chapter 16 you will see what he is  he represents wickedness; the most consummate wickedness was there, he represents that  and we see God acting in spite of that, not in judging it, but to show that He can use Ahab, even as He uses christendom in spite of what it is. 

    PLDoes the word Zarephath, meaning a place of refinement, suggest anything? Is that a Philadelphian setting that the best is made available by way of the furnace?  the gold separated from the dross. 

    JTVery good, I think what comes out at Zarephath is the finishing thought. The woman has to learn the idea in the cake  make me ... a little cake first, as if God were to say to us, The assembly is in My mind in all this. It is the whole thought, not the multitude of religions that marks christendom. I have but one thought in My mind, that is the assembly, and I am not going to be diverted from it. The woman has to act upon what the ravens had already manifested; she has to learn unselfishness and surrender to God. The prophet has to be taken here as representative of Gods rights. And when Elijah says, make me thereof a little cake first, I can conceive of the woman saying, What a selfish man that is! and Elijah would feel that; but he had to do violence to his feelings to represent God, to bring in the great thought that God is not selfish. The acknowledgment of His rights involves our blessing, that is the result; and Elijah had to go through the shame and reproach of demanding a cake from a poor woman who had just a handful of meal in order to prove this to her. But she would never forget this, she would never forget how she had arrived at the whole thought in her soul. Just as a christian today gets the thought of the assembly, and says, I would not give up that for anything; I see there is one idea in the heart of God, and that is the assembly. 

    AELWould you say a little as to the meal? You spoke of the water and the oil. 

    JTThe meal would be an allusion to the humanity of Christ; it is that kind of humanity coming in now, the humanity of the Lord Jesus. Other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 3: 11. Jesus Christ is the kind of humanity that exists here in the presence of sin; all that has to be learnt, and that enters into the cake. What is in the mind of God is the assembly  He never gives up that thought  that which He purchased with the blood of His own, the assembly of God. At the very beginning He would impress on us, as He did on this woman, the thought that we belong to the Israel of God. The woman was to be unselfish in regard of God. I acknowledge the rights of God; He claims all I am, and all that I have; that is the epistle to the Romans. God was bringing this woman to unselfishness in regard of God, acknowledging the rights of God. God was testing her; He was testing Elijah and the woman at the same time, but Elijah represents the rights of God. 

    QuesIs it not remarkable that when there are suitable conditions, there is always a little with the man of God? I was thinking of Jacob when he told his sons to carry a little balm and a little honey (Genesis 43: 11). 

    JTFaith always has something. 

    JMcCRThe Lord said there were many widows in the land of Israel, and here we see God asserting His rights in a sovereign way, to go outside the confines of Israel. 

    JTThat is the way it is presented in the New Testament; but what a testimony it must have been to Elijah! How is he to get water and flesh all along the way until he reaches Zarephath? We have to learn it all spiritually. 

    QuesDo we get the thought of hiding and sustaining suggested by Paul in the epistle to the Corinthians? 

    He reminds them he had not gone with wisdom of words and that he was with them in much fear and trembling; suggesting the thought of hiding: then he reminds them that out of their poverty the Macedonians had ministered to him; the spirit of the widow came out in them as they supplied what was lacking. 

    AWRAre these experiences necessary for what we get in the following chapter  Go show thyself? 

    JTWhen God tells you to show yourself there is something to be shown, but it is better for you to hide yourself till then. I think the suggestion as to what the apostle was at Corinth is good, for he was a tent maker; he hid himself as not knowing anything but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. He kept himself hidden, but then he was working with them; their faith was being set on the right foundation by the power of God. The widow is like Mary Magdalene, a subject for the teaching of God, but though a teachable person, she was on wrong lines when she was going to eat and die; she had to be put right, but she was definite. What you see in many is so much indefiniteness. It is haphazardness that sows so much mischief amongst us. If I am not definite in my business relations, and my private matters, it is not likely I shall be definite in the things of God. Now she becomes dignified; it is her house now  she and her house were sustained. You say, She had only a son; well, God clothes it with the dignified term of household, meaning that she is evidently growing. The idea of the household has been greatly stressed during the last forty years amongst us, for at one time nearly half those amongst us were Baptists; but God has brought us round to the thought of the household and this woman came to the idea of having a house, and later, she is called the mistress of the house. 

    PLSo you have the desolate woman keeping house, and then she becomes in principle the joyful mother of sons (Psalm 113: 9). 

    JTQuite so. This thought of the household is important. I believe God is augmenting the assembly through the households. The household thought comes out in Paul, it is in his ministry you get it, and it is there you get the assembly properly. So the idea of the household and the idea of the assembly are both suggested here  that is, in the little cake. The idea of the house comes in in Acts 16 first, in Lydia; it stands peculiarly in relation to Pauls ministry. The Lord opened the heart of Lydia that she attended to the things spoken by Paul. That is, she was a person of ability, so to speak, she attended to things, she paid attention to what was said to her. Then she said, come into my house and abide there. She baptised her house, and then asked Paul and his company in. 

    PLYou mean the household habitually feeding on the meal, Christ, the Second Man out of heaven, and the oil, the Spirit, will provide spiritual support to the assembly in the locality? 

    JTExactly. There is the groundwork of the right kind of humanity in the house; the humanity that, if one becomes sick, is subject to resuscitation, is subject to the influence and impress of the man of God. That is a sure evidence of right conditions in a household, if the children are impressionable, if they recognise the man of God. So that it says, it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. And she said to Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come to me to call mine iniquity to remembrance, and to slay my son? He did not intend that, but it is a very wholesome thing for parents to call to mind earlier days, and review their whole history in regard of their houses. Why this concern? This son is of value: why this sickness? It is the mistress of the house, she is feeling it house-wise  and recalling her sins  she knew her history, she says, mine iniquity. We all have to admit that these things have existed; and it is well to recall how God has dealt with them in the death of Christ. Maybe the sickness of this child is the result of some governmental action of God, because of the parents, but that was not the point  the point was that God is going to bring in life by the exercises of the prophet: the son is going to be brought into life in the upper room too, not down below in the bosom of the mother; she has to learn that the children have to get away from her influence. If I hold the children under my natural influence, they will never get into life, they have to be taken away from that and up to the chamber of the prophet  where he abode. 

    RemIt is in accord with Acts 9: 37, as regards the upper room. 

    JTYes, Dorcas had been laid there and Peter putting out the natural element, having prayed said, Tabitha, arise, and she opened her eyes and seeing Peter sat up. 

    WAHow keenly the prophet had felt the breakdown of things at the end of the previous chapter! And Hiel was made to feel his conduct in building up Jericho  the world; he laid its foundations in his first-born, and set up the gates in his youngest. 

    JTYes, it was a terrible state in Israel. But what a different thing you have here; it is a son resuscitated into life in the household of faith. He took the child up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. You can see the complete change of circumstances with this boy, he is now taken out of his mothers bosom, and placed on the bed of the prophet  the circumstances of God, you might say, in a world of evil. 

    PLIs it a little like Timothy taken by Paul from a pious home into the fresh circumstances connected with the testimony and spiritual power? 

    JTYes. And he cried to Jehovah, and said, Jehovah my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again. It is very like Eutychus; it is a question of the young. It is not death and burial, but resuscitation. That is to say, life is promised in keeping the law; but this is bringing them back into it after having sickened and died, as you might say, in the natural, in such circumstances as are depicted here; now they are brought back into life, but in other circumstances, in circumstances in which the rights of God are recognised in this world. This would be the great end of all the discipline of God. As Hezekiah said, by these things men live, Isaiah 38: 16. It is a great thing to get souls into the moral elevation indicated here; it is where the prophet himself had lain, his own bed in the upper chamber. Is that too exalted a thought for the youngest child amongst us? The more we can get them into those circumstances, the more we are rewarded. 

    WJWDid the rich woman in 2 Kings 4 recognise that? She went up and laid the child on the bed of the man of God. 

    JTExactly, that illustrates how the truth was cumulative. No doubt she would know what preceded as seen here; every true christian coming into the truth goes back to what preceded him and profits by it. 

    QuesDo we fail in not bringing our children who are sick morally into the presence of God? 

    JTAnd bringing them into the circumstances of God; God has come in here in lowly circumstances, but which are morally elevated, such as those in which the prophet had his own bed. 

    PLWould it be a little like John Marks recovery  Take Mark ... for he is serviceable to me for ministry, 2 Timothy 4: 11. Is he brought into the circumstances of the testimony? 

    JTYes, he had left them, but he is brought back. 

    JCIs there not a little help in the fact that she acknowledges her iniquity? 

    JTI think there is a great deal in that. It is well to look back on your history, even if you are spiritual, and see what is involved. So you are always in the house of Simon the leper, the greatest things happen there. 

    HBDo we not often lose by thinking that the children will not understand what goes on at the meetings, whereas if they were brought they might come to the prophets bed, and become familiar with what happens there? 

    JTQuite so, habituated to the circumstances of God: He has come in in the lowliest way. You may depend on it, it was not any great bedroom Elijah had. 

    RemI was thinking of Samuel; he is put by the ark. 

    JTQuite so, placed in the house. So the great end here is that Elijah is becoming known. I know, she says, that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. You can understand how that precedes what is said in the next chapter, that he is to show himself  Go, shew thyself to Ahab. He has been already discovered in the womans house as one through whom life had come in. 

    PLIs the prophets bed in contrast to Jezebels bed? I cast her into a bed, Revelation 2: 22. It is a very degraded atmosphere, not an upper room, but a large bed, like Ogs. 

    JTHow terrible is the thought of Jezebels bed! 

    PHShould the thought of abiding be more definite with us? God told Elijah to abide in Zarephath; there is a definite place in the house; the bed is in the chamber where, it says, he abode. Is it an increase in apprehension on the part of the woman to make these things more definite to the prophet? 

    JTQuite so. The education that runs through and the progress made in the woman, and in Elijah himself too, is very striking; so that God could say, Go, shew thyself, as it were, I commit Myself to you. 

    PLHaving proved the power of life in relation to the immediate case on hand, he was fitted to face all the hosts of darkness in that power. Can we do anything in the power of God if we have not proved that power in our immediate surroundings such as in a test case like this child? 

    JTHe had gone through the thing in the deep exercise of his soul  he cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?  he is not here speaking as a prophet, but as a believer feeling things. And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again! He is speaking, you might say, as a priest, praying to God. It is state that is in view, he himself is learning. 

    WCGWould the third year represent an advance in the knowledge of the Spirits power? The first year, the brook: the second year, the oil: and the third year, the quickening power of the Spirit? 

    JTQuite so; the three and a half years have been filled out. Then the showing to Ahab, God has something that can be shown. Seest thou this woman? for instance; and He having taken a little child set him by him: there is something now with which God can identify Himself, something to be seen in testimony. You ask yourself, What is there in me that God can call attention to as promoting the testimony? that He can commit Himself to? He is said to be hidden. Is he like the prophet Isaiah, made a polished shaft and hidden in his quiver? Now is he as an arrow in the hand of Jehovah? 

    JTYes, it is all very beautiful; and, as applied to ourselves. God would bring us into a living state of things, for whilst Colossians is hiding  Your life is hid with Christ in God, yet it is life of the highest order, and that is the thing that is to be shown. 

    PLThat would be the new man. 

    JTThat is how it works out. 

    QuesVerse 20 does not seem to be cleared up. Elijah gets no answer to it. Have we to take it as indicating right feelings? 

    JTYes. It is the prophet, of course, but the prophet going through things himself, so that God can use him publicly. It says, Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came again into him again, and he lived. It is definite progression in the things of God. If you look abroad at the current conditions, what can you do unless God comes in? And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and delivered him to his mother; and Elijah said, See, thy son lives. What a triumph that is! It is a living state of things in the house now. 

    FIIt is very beautiful to see that Elijah is taking up these things in relation to Jehovah, and he does not say to the woman that the death of her son was the outcome of her iniquity. 

    JTNo, he does not. It is a question of Gods power, that God might be known in life-giving power in the household. 

    PLDoes Paul urge the upper chamber on the Galatians by the introduction of sonship, saying, so to speak, See, Titus liveth. I mean Paul has Titus with him as a product of his ministry. You spoke about a model produced, what an effect it has. 

    RemIn regard to the prayer in verse 20, the prophet then has to go through the circumstances that came in  he stretches himself three times on the child before he prays again and the power comes in for resuscitation. 

    JTYes. It represents the power of Christ identifying Himself with us that we might live. 

    HBIt says they ate a whole year  would that correspond with the period during which Paul was at Antioch before he was commissioned for public service? 

    There must be the secret history, then assembly history, before there is qualification for public service. 

    JTQuite so, the whole assembly was being helped and Paul and Barnabas were being helped by all that proceeded, so they are the product of the assembly there, as it were. 
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    LIFE AS SEEN IN THE MINISTRIES OF ELIJAH AND ELISHA (1) (JT 41)

    1 Kings 17: 17 - 24; 2 Kings 4: 17 - 37

    JTWhat is in mind is the need of life  life in the young  not life and death, but death and life. On the principle of faith we have to come to death in order to live. These passages are much the same and yet dissimilar. The first has reference to the confirmation of the Lords testimony in those who render it, and in the second the effect is inward. We have the mother  the saints viewed in that light collectively. The child is brought back to life and delivered to the mother. She is the objective in the miracle. She would be a different woman in the house from what she had been. She had been great spiritually, but now she would be greater. She went out with her son brought back to life. It is a question of what she is. It was a new experience for her, and hence a wholly new feature in her formation. The need of life is what we learn from these passages. Men of God keep God before us. We see how they are confirmed in their testimony, and on the other hand, how the saints are confirmed and brought back into the realm of life. 

    QuesWould baptism be suggested here in regard to death? 

    JTBaptism is a figure of death and burial. If we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection, Romans 6: 5. 

    QuesWhat is the difference in your mind between Elijah and Elisha? 

    JTElijah is in the house. Whilst it is a household matter in both cases. Elisha had left the house, but Elijah had not. It is the mistress of the house who is before us in Elijahs case, she had no husband. She was in a critical position, and Elijah comes in with the light of God in regard to the meal and the oil. There is the continuance of what was already there  the barrel of meal and a cruse of oil. Then the son falls sick; the sickness was observable, but it was not diagnosed, although it should have been. Those responsible are to observe what happens, and to see what causes this sickness in the young. Here there was a gradual ebbing out of life in the child, in spite of the barrel of meal and the cruse of oil. In spite of much light and testimony, so to speak, the sickness is not arrested. There seems to be a want of understanding as to how the thing is to be met in both cases. Ministers are apt to overlook this side of the truth  they are occupied with externals, and the bringing to life is sometimes foreign to them. Elijah was very concerned  for the ministers are to take the matter to heart. There was no breath left in the child, and evidently no power to arrest the sickness, which was a very solemn thing both for Elijah and the mistress of the house; see verse 18. Elijah was in a very awkward position in the eyes of those to whom he ministered. When trouble arises, very often the servants position is not clear and he has to accept reproach. 

    QuesWho is the mistress of the house? 

    JTIf we think of the assembly from a maternal point of view, the young go in and out among us, and we discern them and feel that we are responsible as to them. The mother is the nearest to the young. The paternal side is not in evidence. The thought seems to be that these things happen and all the saints are brought into it. The full thought of the mother is Jerusalem above  Sarah is the great type of this. She was concerned about her son, about influences and weaning. She is more in line than Abraham. So it should be the great concern for all of us as much as for the ministers, but they, too are responsible. Elijah is great, and yet he does not arrest the sickness, or take the initiative. It is the mother. 

    QuesWhy does she speak of iniquity? 

    JTIn verse 18 she says, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come to me to call mine iniquity to remembrance, and to slay my son? Something unjudged comes to light in these circumstances. She must have been calling her own iniquity to remembrance. If there are some of the saints dying morally, there must be something wrong among us. To get the maternal idea we must go back to Sarah  she is a type of the assembly morally elevated. The young are frequently allowed to move along on the level of the world, and there is no effort to check it. The barrel of meal was there and the cruse of oil, and yet there was this severe sickness. Spiritually we know what it is  life ebbing out, not sudden death, but no power to arrest it. It is left with us to discern. Whatever scripture is read, it bears on those who read it or who hear it. So this chapter bears on us here this afternoon. There is a searching character about it. The ministry had not had a deep and spiritual effect on the woman. Her mind is clouded and she talks of her iniquity. There must have been some there; and she blames the man of God. It was all contrary to the spirit of the man in her house, for she had already said that he was a man of God. 

    In Romans 7 I am learning to analyse what I am internally, but here it is a young person, and nothing of his character is recorded. The sickness is not diagnosed, but it should be diagnosed in our meeting here this afternoon. We should know what is current amongst us, and how it continues and causes death in a moral sense. Young people lose response to God in His things and die. We all need to be exercised about this. Are we taking notice of these things? We are apt to blame the wrong person, not taking it home to ourselves. We are apt to say it is the boys fault, and the thing is allowed to drift without any effort to check it. The mother appeals to the prophet here, who is placed in a very serious light in her eyes; he represents the ministry at the moment. It is the maternal side in both these cases that is prominent. There is no father here  there is in 2 Kings 4, but no appearance of spirituality with him. Eventually Elijah knows what to do to meet the case. He says, Give me thy son. He takes him entirely out of her bosom. We may take part in the meeting, but our young may be brought up entirely on natural lines. Elijah proceeds to meet the situation on right lines. He takes the child over  there is a change of position. He removes him from her bosom, he takes him out of his natural setting. It means that the minister brings the sick young christian into the realm of divine love. Love never fails. There is no edification but by love  love edifies. Viewed from a spiritual standpoint, there must have been the allowance of worldliness in the household. Children are brought up on natural lines and we tolerate it, and fail to see that they are slowly dying. This boy was brought up on the mothers natural bosom  she would probably bear much from him and would make great allowances and excuses for him, whereas God has a right to him. Elijah takes him up into an elevated position. It is a question of where he abides. Johns gospel brings this out  they say, Rabbi ... where abidest thou? and they abide with Him that day. This is a principle. We need to be taught in the right place. Dorcas was put in the upper chamber as dead, and brought back to life there. That position was necessary, but there were weeping widows there whom Peter put out. It is a moral elevation corresponding with Acts 1  the upper room. When the child was restored, Elijah brought him from his upper chamber to the house, as if his chamber were not part of the house  it was elevated. And then he can present her son to the mother living. He is now to live on another principle. The woman is now satisfied that Elijah is a man of God. Now by this I know, she says, that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. The testimony becomes discredited unless there is life. The apostle says they shall proceed no further, 2 Timothy 3: 9. Imitators can go no further as life is active. The woman is satisfied that the word of Elijah is truth. It can now be seen. What a different house it is! At Pentecost everyone heard in his own tongue the wonderful works of God  the moral connection is the upper chamber (Acts 1). The Spirit of God was present and His power was there in a living way. 

    A low moral state in our homes would bring about the situation described here. Our homes affect the assembly in this way and bring the testimony into discredit, and the ministers also. The cruse of oil and the barrel of meal were there for a whole year, but they did not prevent death in this lad. What is before us may help us as to worldliness in our houses. If it is so, we shall proceed on the lines that Elijah did. The first thing is to detach the young from the natural. Sarah weaned her son, and Samuel was a weaned child as brought to the house of God. Elijah took the child from the mothers bosom to where he himself abode. It suggests that the children are to be in a new environment entirely. Then Elijah cried to Jehovah and in his prayer in verse 20 he does not seem to be clear why Jehovah had done this, but he stretches himself on the child and prays again. He identifies himself completely with the child, and this he does three times. It is a figure of the Spirit of Christ, identifying Himself with us in death. One died for all, then all have died, 2 Corinthians 5: 14. He then says, Let this childs soul come into him again. He does not admit that soul and body are definitely separated. He prays as if the soul were very near at hand, but it is life out of death. Jehovah does exactly what the prophet asks Him to do. That is very encouraging to those who minister  your prayer exactly covers the case. The great feature of Elijahs ministry was prayer  his prayers were very definite. He was a man who knew how to express himself rightly in regard to a matter. In the account of his prayer that it should not rain, as given in the New Testament, we are merely told that he prayed and it did not rain, and he prayed again and God sent rain, but in the book of the Kings we get his deep exercise. He puts his face between his knees on mount Carmel. What a profound exercise! He represents the need of taking things thoroughly to heart and making them our own. 

    QuesWould it seem that Elijah acquainted himself with the conditions before he prayed? 

    JTHe was deeply concerned. He grasped the bearing of it on his own ministry. What strikes one is the procedure  how accurate it was! It showed how right his exercise was that Jehovah answered him exactly as he prayed. It is an encouragement to those who minister that they should pray in intelligent detail. Very likely it was because Elijah did not pray for the child before that the sickness came upon him! He appeared to take no notice of the child before. We are wholly cast upon God for our children. The children of all the saints should be on our hearts. There are great possibilities for our children if they are detached from the natural. It is a household matter, but also a ministerial matter. Want of moral elevation was the trouble here. No doubt it made a great impression on that child to come to life on the prophets bed. He might say to his mother, Why was I not restored on your bed? To bring life out of death we need to be more before God in prayer. The father in Mark 9 brings his child to the Lord. The disciples were as little able to help as those around. We are cast upon God for our children. It is a household matter, but also collective and ministerial  perhaps the ministry has been faulty. 

    QuesIs the mother able to help the son now? 

    JTThe effect on the mother is mentioned here. She says, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. It is a question of God, His word and the truth. There is a great deal of attention paid to the bodies and minds of the children, but the point is their souls. 

    In 2 Kings 4 the child of the Shunammite was given miraculously, so that he is already viewed as from God. 

    He is born in due time. There was growth  there was something of God there, but the trouble was his head. It represents what children learn. Where excessive education is allowed in relation to the children of those in fellowship, it damages them. The boy knows where the trouble lies. He went out to his father and said, My head, my head! The father was not able to help him, but fathers ought to be exercised about their sons as to their education, for the schools are full of poison. The question is, are you giving them a high education so that they shall make a mark in this world, or only just sufficient to meet ordinary needs, to make a living? As soon as you seek to put them on a high level of education, they are specially exposed to poison. In this same chapter we find there is death in the pot. With higher education the point is largely flattery. Here it is a Colossian case that is in mind. In the previous passage, (verses 1 - 7), it is more Romans. Here the boy went to his father, which was right, but his father was not able to help him. The Shunammite, like many a godly mother, had concern for her son, but if there is one eye on the world and another on the assembly, the mixture is deadening. The mother nurses him as a mother would. He sat on her knees till noon, and at noon, when his strength ought to have been at its greatest, he dies; there was no power to retard the hand of death. It comes in largely in connection with mental powers. Perhaps the boy does not know, but the father ought to have known. So the mother goes to the man of God, and even he does not know about it. He says, the Lord hath hid it from me. He immediately sends Gehazi with his staff, as if experience could help in the matter, but it is not experience that is needed, it is the power of life, and Elisha is remiss here. She caught him by the feet, which indicates her deep exercise, it was so urgent, but Gehazi did not understand. Elisha thought his staff would do, but he had to go back with her. She had the right thought in laying the child on his bed, but she had lacked in some sense. She is mentioned as a great woman, but evidently she was remiss in the care of her child. Gehazi said, The child is not awaked; so Elisha goes in and closes the door. He had the idea of the exclusion of everything that would be a hindrance  everything unspiritual. Elisha went further than Elijah in identifying himself with the faculties of the person. Eyes on his eyes, mouth upon his mouth  it is the thought of correspondence with Christ. He walked to and fro in the house. That means the whole house is to be affected, whether the believers house or the assembly is involved. It is the effect of the movement of the representative of God. The damage done in this case takes the form of educational influence. It is the head. In the first incident, the case at Zarephath, the inference is that the mother made allowances for her sons natural proclivities. He was not detached from her. There the prophet stretched himself upon the child, but here Elisha puts his mouth on the childs mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands, identifying himself with these faculties so that he might be brought back to be like the prophet  in type, like Christ. I am concerned to convey the idea that the child is no longer to be under the influence of the natural. Romans 7 deals with what we are internally, leading to the clarification of the function of the mind. I myself with the mind serve Gods law. There is correspondence to Christ in that way  you take account of everything as He would. There is that faculty which normally comes under the renewing power of the Spirit. This enables us to enter on Colossians, which teaches us headship  Christ is Head of the assembly by right of His own Person, it is not given to Him in that sense. In Ephesians He is given to be Head over all things to the assembly. 
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    MAINTENANCE (JT 42)

    1 Kings 17: 8, 9; 2 Samuel 19: 31 - 38; 1 Chronicles 26: 26 - 28

    All these scriptures contain the word maintain  and the word stands related in these scriptures to three important features of Christ in testimony in this world. The first, 1 Kings 17, referring to Him known in prophetic ministry; the second, 2 Samuel 19, referring to Christ as rejected, a feature of the testimony which has to be maintained. Thirdly, in 1 Chronicles 26, that which He has built in testimony here, the house of God, that also has to be maintained. The thought is found in other settings in the Scriptures, particularly as used by the Lord Himself, in spirit, in Psalm 16: 5. He says to God in piety, thou maintainest my lot. That is an individual matter; that each can reckon upon God maintaining his lot. Joseph also sent word to his father that he would maintain him during the five critical years that remained yet of the famine. A word that may be extended to refer to the way the Israel of God, and its hopes, are maintained among the gentiles, for Josephs proposal was that his father should be maintained in Egypt. So that each of us can reckon on divine maintenance in crises and thus be saved from having recourse to human methods, whether in regard to material or spiritual things. We shall be maintained as believers in Christ, as in dependence upon Him. 

    These scriptures have to do more with the collective position of the saints, and the prophetic word is of the very first importance. It implies what God is having to say in our own time as to His people, and there has been a certain revival of this. The revival of the truth in the early days of the last hundred years, was marked by diligent inquiry into prophecy, not so much as to the ministry of prophecy, though that was there, 

    but to the prophetic instruction in the Scriptures. It was of the Lord, so as to unfold, or re-unfold, the great prophetic map, so to speak. In order that the people of God should know the mind of God as to the future, that they should rightly divide the word of truth, and not misapply the Scriptures as was current in that time, and for centuries before. The misapplication of Scripture means the spoiling of it as to its real meaning, and we cannot afford to have any part of it spoilt or made to mislead. So at that time, the diligent dependent study of prophecy in the Scriptures yielded much. We are all the gainers at the present moment from it. 

    In addition to this there is the prophetic ministry which belongs to the present time, as there was that suited to Old Testament times. The foundation of the assembly, as we learn, was on the testimony of the apostles and prophets; indeed the second great gift, according to Ephesians 4, is said to be that of prophecy, although this included the foretelling of events. That character of prophetic ministry appeared in the Lord pre-eminently. It appeared in the apostles, particularly in Paul and John, and we do well to keep an eye on it; always keeping it in our minds, that we may not become set, or crystallised in any interpretation, but that we may have it in freshness. The Spirit would always make the prophetic word surer to us, as Peter says. Indeed, the prophet John was told in Revelation 19: 10 that the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. We do well, as I say, to keep all this before us, but then there is in addition, what is spoken of as the gift of prophecy to be coveted at any time. Desire earnestly the greater gifts ... but rather that ye may prophesy (1 Corinthians 12: 31 and 14: 1). The apostle adds that one who prophesies, edifies, and that is the great thing, dear brethren, in ministry, to edify. Not only so, but such a ministry establishes incontestably where God is at the present time. God can only be, in the sense in which I am speaking of Him, where conditions are morally suitable, 

    and while persons may claim His presence, assuming the conditions, yet the ministry of prophecy is a positive evidence of the presence of God. It brings God Himself in, and so much so that a simple person, or even an unbeliever, coming in where such a ministry is current, is affected. He falls down, we are told, and acknowledges that God is amongst you of a truth. Others may claim it; but what is of a truth is incontestable. True prophecy brings God there in such a way as to affect a person in that sense. It does not inflate. It brings us down, and if we are to be built-up, we must be brought down; as Simeon said, for the fall and rising again of many in Israel. 

    Such ministry is to be maintained. Elijah represents it. His ministry was not to foretell events; he wrote no book; he brought God in at the moment, and in bringing God in, he achieved one of the most striking victories in the history of the testimony. Hence, we see the importance of the maintenance of prophecy. God had provided for him, for his sustenance, at the brook Cherith near the Jordan  very significant!  and the ravens fed him. He was cared for there, but in a way that did not suggest affection, which a servant needs, he needs an affectionate environment. The brook dried up, and Jehovah says, Arise, go to Zarephath ... I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. That word has reference to every one of us here. The command is to maintain the prophetic ministry; it is a command from God; it is not optional. A divine command is never optional. It is imperative! The woman is scarcely equal to it, and what that brings out is the apparent unreasonableness of the demands made upon us. The more unspiritual we are, the more we shall regard the demands made upon us as unreasonable. 

    The woman was gathering sticks. She was apparently the first one Elijah met as he reached the place. That is what she was doing. Evidently she had not the slightest thought in her mind of any such service as Jehovah had said she would perform; how precious it is when the thought comes to us that we are the subject of conversation in heaven! Certainly this woman was the subject of conversation between Jehovah and His great servant many miles away across the land of Palestine, before she, as far as we know, knew anything of it. That God was silently working in her heart there can be no doubt. One can understand that the waves of interest from heaven extend far into the field of testimony, and much comes to us that is not at the outset intelligible to us; yet we feel the divine movings. Feelings are often precursory to direct impressions and direct messages. It is well, therefore, to have ourselves well set for impressions, for the waves of interest that are current. 

    As Elijah drew near, he found this woman gathering sticks. It was under God that she was doing that. She had in her mind just two sticks, but he said to her, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel. How particular he was! you might say; and it is often so, that divine urgency is particular, and it is to test us. Why should he mention a vessel? She could not have brought the water without it, but reasoning does not help us in these things at all, for words that do not seem intelligible to us are meant to test us. Many words and phrases in Scripture are quite unintelligible to the natural mind, but they are meant to test us. Why are they there? Not for nothing, certainly. In a way this word vessel might tend to irritate her naturally in that time of famine. She might say, If he wants a drink of water, let him leave that to me, but no! in a vessel, he says. He is the representative of God; he is considering for God, and the word vessel has a great deal to do with the service of God. No one can understand the service of God unless he understands the word vessel, and that it applies to oneself. The very constitution of a christian qualifies him to be a vessel, 

    as we see in the woman of Samaria in John 4. She may he regarded as corresponding to what we have here, because she arrived at the thought of the vessel. She left her water pot, implying that she knew what the Lord meant; that she was the vessel now. 

    So the woman of Zarephath went to get the water. She did not complain. I am speaking of the test that is in it, so that the prophetic ministry should be maintained. We are to be tested, for christianity is not an arm-chair affair; it was never intended to be that; it implies sacrifice, and that I should be asked for something apparently beyond me is a real test. As answering to the test, I shall find that the voice that is testing me in asking me to support it, will turn round and support me. As I begin to support the testimony, I shall realise that the testimony supports me, that God will not in result be anyones debtor, and this appears in this very passage. She goes for the water without complaint, and now Elijah says, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. I have not a cake, she says, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse. She further told him that she was gathering two sticks to cook what she had for herself and her son, so that they might eat it and die, that is, she thought of eating and then dying. That is not the right idea; she is confused in her mind; eating is to live. The prophet says, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me. That is very unreasonable, you say, that man is selfish. He may appear selfish, and he is feeling it. He is, we may be sure, suffering because of having thus to ask, but he is representative of God, and surely God must come first. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart  that is the first great claim put in at Sinai, and surely He deserves to have the first whatever it is; the first-born; the first of the harvest; the first of cattle, the first of the dough; the first cake, and so on. The first obviously belongs to God, for of Him and through Him and for Him are all things. The prophet here is asking for a cake; that is, he has a whole idea in mind; and, dear brethren, if we are to have prophetic ministry, we must have the whole idea in our minds. The whole assembly is spoken of as coming together in one place for this service, not part of the assembly. It is the whole (1 Corinthians 14: 23). In order to have prophetic ministry maintained, we must observe this; it has to do with the whole assembly in a city. I am speaking now of the general principles. The prophet would inject the thought into the womans mind that he wanted a little cake first. 

    You will see, dear brethren, how all this fits into these ministry meetings; how they are not merely occasions of pleasure, of meeting one another  right as these things are. It is a question of sacrifice, and that the whole thought of God enters into it, and that He expects to have the first place. We are considering for God. We are told, as to this widow, that the oil in the cruse did not fail nor the meal in the barrel waste. The whole household, with the prophet, was maintained for a long period  indeed for a whole year! So that we may well afford, as we see these things, to think of God; to have the whole thought in our minds at all times. It is pre-eminent in heaven. I do not think there is a thought in heaven, save as to divine Persons, that has a greater place than the assembly. It is there continually, and in the assembly there should be a reflection of what is in heaven. As we sit down together, it is a question of what is in heaven being reflected here. What is in heaven cost Jesus much. I am speaking very carefully. Heaven is a creation, but the entrance of Jesus into heaven involved history in heaven, and that history goes on. Every day makes history there. We are to have our minds on things above, and what is to be done down here by the Spirit is necessarily a counterpart of what is up there. The sheet in Acts 10 came down from heaven and went up again. Peter says, It came even to me; 

    and what was the intent, but to fill his soul with what was in heaven? That was one idea; it was knit at the four corners, and contained great things spiritually, what God had cleansed. So here at Zarephath, history was being made, and so it is wherever God is working, whether in this city, or in other cities; thank God for so many of them. In the towns, villages, hamlets of the world, where God is working, spiritual history is being made. I am speaking now of the whole assembly. The apostle says, If therefore the whole assembly come together in one place (1 Corinthians 14: 23). In chapter 11: 18 we have, when ye come together in assembly  not the whole, but ye. That is the character of the thing, but in chapter 14 it is a whole thought, and that whole thought stands in relation to the prophetic ministry. 

    Now I pass on to 2 Samuel 19. I think you will see that the prophetic ministry enters into what you get in this chapter; it was needed, and it was there. Davids position is clarified; he is now returning after his exile, but the Spirit of God reverts in this passage to the time of the exile. We are now in the time of Christs exile, and it is a testing time. It is another view of our position locally or generally. The Lords supper contemplates the time of the Lords rejection and the refusal of His rights here; His rights to His inheritance, and to His throne; the throne of David. Our loyalty is tested by this. So Barzillai, the Gileadite, is a rich man, and among others he maintained the king in the time of his rejection. That was a great privilege, never to be forgotten. It is the maintenance of Christ as here in testimony in the time of His rejection. There is a certain exposure, a certain danger attached to the position, and it taxes us. We are taxed according to our measure. This was a great man, a rich man. He not only contributed, but he is accredited with maintaining David. What that means today is maintaining conditions for Christ and what represents Christ here, in spite of the opposition, in spite of His rejection; that I have part in maintaining with Him this position. We are to see to it that there are conditions here suitable for the particular testimony at the moment, which involves the rejection and crucifixion of our Lord. The voice that is constantly heard is, We will not have this man to reign over us. Yet we are called upon by the example of this great man to maintain the position, the Lords supper being the testimony to it, until He come. We are to be identified with the Christ put to death here, but who is coming back. It is not a mere theory; it calls for maintenance in a practical way. Barzillai was equal to this, and he was ready to go a certain length with the king after having done it. 

    Now I wish to point out that we may to a point have served in the Lords supper, in the assembly, and the care meetings, and thus serving well. Yet in a crisis, when the time comes in any given state of things, we may not be prepared to go the whole way, and that is the lesson to be learnt here. Full credit is to be accorded for all that has been done, and yet there is inability to take up the full spiritual thought that is involved. Every crisis, every conflict amongst us is intended to lead us on further in the truth. It is intended to make us more spiritual. My ability, my knowledge, my affection, my goods devoted to the Lords interests; all that goes a long way. It is highly valued in heaven, but what is still more highly valued is my spirituality and a consequent relish and desire for heavenly things; that I give up earthly things for the things above. The territory of Gilead, of course, always involved this very defect, and it is a challenge to us as to whether we live spiritually on the other, the western, side of the Jordan, which is the spiritual side. David was maintained there, on the eastern side, in Gilead, but he did not propose to live there; he returned to Jerusalem as soon as the way was opened. In returning after the conflict, the Lord would seek to bring us with Him. Barzillai had served David well, but now the test was Jerusalem. 

    Who is ready for that? A little way, he says. He was ready to go only a little way with David. After serving so well, and being so honoured, that one should miss the main point in the end, is so lamentable. Barzillai says, that I may die in mine own city. What a poor speech! He makes the most of his failing years. To link on with ones great age the imminence of death, and that that death may take place in ones own city  what a poor thing that is! He wanted to die in his own city. I suppose he had established a name there. It is pretty certain, if I live on the eastern side of the Jordan, that that will have a great place with me. I may love the Lord and serve the brethren well, and yet I have in my mind the place I have in this particular city. I may have some little renown because of my service, and want to die there. He says. that I may die in mine own city, by the grave of my father and of my mother. They must have been a good while dead too, but his mind was in the realm of the dead, great man that he was, and honoured by God too. Barzillai intimates he has no taste for Davids food. See the questions he asks here. He had no taste for Davids food; no power to hear the voice of singing men and singing women. 

    How different all would be were he to go (I am speaking now spiritually), and enter into the heavenly side of things, to leave behind all those thoughts of death and of ones own city, and ones father and mother who are long in their graves. The Lord says, God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. He would have our minds in the realm of the living, in the heavenly side of our calling. This is the great burden for the moment; the great divine thoughts concerning us, to lay hold of that for which we are apprehended; the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. If it is a question of the city, let it be the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. Barzillai missed it, and there is a spiritual warning in the fact that some of his descendants, being unable to find their genealogical register, were, as polluted, removed from the priesthood (Nehemiah 7: 63 - 65). 

    Chimham, who represents a younger generation, goes to Jerusalem; Barzillai nominated him to go, and he is ready. We may thank God for the young men. On them the continuance of the testimony, under God, depends. Normally they are strong and the word of God abides in them (1 John 2: 14). Besides, the young men of today are the old men of tomorrow. Thus they are to be enjoined to take up these things. If we do not see the elder brethren going in for them heartily, it is all the more urgent that the young should go in for them. Chimham goes up to Jerusalem with David. He comes in for what David said to Barzillai, I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem. 

    My final thought is in 1 Chronicles 26, the maintenance of the house of God. We have here the evidence of great regard for persons who have gone, who have dedicated things, brethren who died. This Levite, This Shelomith and his brethren are occupied in the dedicated treasures. First there are treasures dedicated by king David, and the chief fathers, the captains; living persons who were there; they had the first place. If we speak about the old brethren that are gone, to speak about them first is not wise. Better to speak of the living ones first, because we are so prone to think the former times were better than these. We do not speak wisely if we say that, because, as the scripture which has often been quoted says, a living dog is better than a dead lion (Ecclesiastes 9: 4). This Shelomith is occupied with the dedicated things of David; he is still living. In a certain sense, he was never more living than in these chapters. Captains of thousands, too, men of distinction militarily; captains of hundreds, of less distinction; captains of the host  whatever their titles, they were captains. It is all a question of distinguished persons. There is nothing more foreign to christianity than communism or socialism. Christianity implies great distinctions. It is a question of moral worth; and moral worth comes in for distinction; it is bound to; its value is recognised in heaven. The Spirit of God sustains that valuation here whatever it be. So this Levite Shelomith, who is a descendant of Moses, is looking after those dedicated things. Whatever may happen to me, I get credit for all that is past; not a thing will be omitted, but the Spirit of God is telling us first about the present treasures, what the living had dedicated, and he is looking after these. We are then told that these things were treasured in order to maintain the house of Jehovah; showing that what is in this sense current amongst us is to this end. Whatever is dedicated, taken as spoils of conflict, is all carefully treasured. It is for the maintenance of the house of God. Nothing is to be omitted. Very comforting! 

    Then the passage tells us of the dedicated things of Samuel the seer, whose dedicated things would be specially valued. Then Saul the son of Kish; one whom we might think would be ruled out, he had dedicated; and Abner the son of Ner, who stood out against David even after the death of Saul; and Joab, the general of Davids armies, whom even David referred to as a hard man  and he was that  he came in for the severest judgment under the hand of Solomon, yet his dedicated things have a place in the house of God! In this record we have a striking evidence of Gods fairness as to the services and gifts of His people. I am speaking of all this, dear brethren, because the house of God is in mind, and that it is wonderfully furnished and maintained with things new and old. We may not be equal to using them, but still they are treasures to be used in maintaining the house of God. Ancient things are necessary, but he mentions, as I said before, treasures of present servants. These are first; these are the most prominent. It is what the Spirit is saying today to the assemblies that has the first place. Then take up the Collected Writings and all other writings that are of the Spirit of God, however ancient. They are all profitable and all intended to maintain the house of God, so that we may be fully furnished in our places in the house of God. One could say much more about the house of God, and of what David had himself furnished for it. Indeed he uses that remarkable word in this section, my affection for the house of my God (1 Chronicles 29: 3). Beautiful phrase! When I look upon the brethren in that light, as composing the house of God (Hebrews 3: 6), they draw out ones affections. So David, in his affection for the house of my God, gives three thousand talents of the finest gold and seven thousand talents of refined silver. This gift was special, as expressing affection. As we learn elsewhere, he had given much more for use in the building of the house of God, which is the great point in this section of Scripture and the early chapters of the next book. 

    Solomon is the great builder, and these dedicated things, as I said at the beginning, are for the maintenance of the house of God. Although the outward form christianity has taken is called a great house in which there are vessels to dishonour, yet the true house of God, composed of all those who have His Spirit, exists. It is to be maintained by what is ministered currently in the power of the Spirit of God, and also by what was dedicated earlier, but used now in a living way. 
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    GATHERING WITH CHRIST (JT 44)

    Numbers 15: 32 - 36; 1 Kings 17: 10 - 12: Acts 28: 3

    These scriptures, as will have been observed, refer to sticks. That is why they have been read at this time, as it is believed that the Spirit of God in writing or inditing these passages was providing material for ministry, which He, in due time, would use for the instruction of Gods people. They suggest indeed what a variety of material Scripture contains, deposited as it were with a view to subsequent need and use. As in the earth, the Creator with wonderful forethought and consideration places such material as should be needed as the human race proceeded on its way. There are marvellous deposits which are regarded as riches, whether potentially or actually, in the various continents, besides what is called the fulness of the earth, which latter expression signifies what comes out of it by the energy of life. 

    Gold does not come out of the earth on that principle; it is taken out by human strength and the like. As early as the days of Job, which would probably be patriarchal days, corresponding with the book of Genesis, we have reference to such deposits and the means of securing them, as witnesses of the bounty and forethought of our Creator. So these scriptures correspondingly contain rich deposits, as I may call them, in view of subsequent needs and exigencies, and it is for those who recognise the Spirit, who has placed them there, to depend on Him under the Lord to bring them out, so that saints should be enriched. 

    Although the word stick refers to what is ordinarily very common, a piece of wood strewn, as intimated in the book of Numbers, yet it has its own voice; indeed we have it in a wonderful setting in the book of Ezekiel, the book which treats among many other things peculiarly of life. In chapter 37, which deals with this very matter, and which also treats of the valley of dry bones, you have reference to two sticks. The woman of Zarephath had in her mind two sticks, but Ezekiel, by the Spirit, speaks of two sticks in a very different way. The woman had two sticks in her mind in order that she might cook a morsel of food and die. Ezekiel is directed to have two sticks in his hand, one representing the kingdom of Judah, and the other representing Joseph or the ten tribes. These two sticks were to be in the prophets hand and become one there, as a type that all Israel shall be in perfect unity in the end. And, as applied today, that the saints once divided, once at rivalry, once envious of each other, should now become one. The opening up of that is in the epistle to the Ephesians and applies to every gathering of the Lords people, that as in the hand of Christ we should be in the unity of life. I make those remarks, dear brethren, so that you may see the place this idea of the stick has in the Scripture, and how used, in order that we might put ourselves under that insignificant heading and see what a place gathering has in mind according to God. The Lord says, he that gathers not with me scatters, and the idea of gathering runs through these passages. 

    The first is in the book of Numbers in a chapter that is speaking about the land of Canaan. Later the idea of stick arises in regard to a borrowed piece of iron that fell into the Jordan. The prophet Elisha cuts down a stick and casts it into the water where the axe-head fell, and the axe-head swam; referring to the virtue of the stick. This is a type, insignificant though it appears, of none less than Christ entering into death; so that we who would have sunk for ever into it are caused to live, and not only to live, but in principle to swim, as superior to the power of death. Hence you may see what a great place the idea of a stick has and how thoroughly it is subverted in the first scripture. 

    Numbers 15 is full of the richest thoughts, as you will see if you look into it. It begins with most important references typically to christians as to balance, that every main offering, whether a lamb or a larger creature, was to be accompanied by other proportionate offerings. The larger the creature the larger the accompanying oblations and drink-offerings. So brothers in assembly should be balanced, their minds should not travel ahead of their hearts, or their affections, and that all should be in power in suitable intelligence. 

    The worship or service of God is to be conducted in suitable feeling and in balance, as it says, I will sing with the spirit, meaning that my feelings or affections are in the singing. But it also says, I will sing with the understanding also; meaning that I am not using words that are inappropriate. Now that is how the chapter begins, and it ends with calling attention to the riband of blue often referred to amongst us, as indicating that we, as believers in Christ, are to shine here as heavenly; that we are to understand that we belong to heaven. The lace of blue was to be on the corners of their garments, meaning that in a difficult critical moment in our relations with one another, or with others, we maintain a heavenly spirit, and do not give way to the naughty contentions of the flesh. 

    That is how this chapter is encased, as I might say; other beautiful things are also seen. But now we have this terrible action of a certain person while Israel was in the wilderness. We are not told just what part of the time this occurred, for they were forty years in the wilderness, and this happened while they were in it. Inasmuch as the time of this action is not specified, it is to be viewed as characteristic, such as was likely to take place at any time, the wilderness being the scene of contrariety; provocative in that way. But whatever the provocation, dear brethren, the supply to meet it is abundant, and we get it in this very book. Indeed, in all the wilderness books, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, we get this supply so that there need be no defeat by circumstances. One of the most difficult things is to keep above our circumstances. If we get under them, we are pretty sure to do something high-handed, or to say some lawless thing. If we are above our circumstances we know where to draw from, so that there is nothing of this kind. In a few verses immediately preceding, there is an allusion to high-handed conduct; a most common thing in christendom. It began in a general way, sorrowfully near the time of the apostles, indeed, it began in their own times. Paul speaks of the mystery of iniquity, and while that is a secret thing, high-handed actions soon began to grow out of it, and they have continued ever since; and they are increasing. There never was a day of boldness such as this; bold opposition to God; to the truth; to Christ, to the assembly; to the Spirit. Indeed, it culminates in speaking blasphemously against the Spirit of God, a sin which is never to be forgiven. 

    So this man in the wilderness goes out on the sabbath and gathers sticks. You might say he was doing no one any harm, but he was doing harm to God; he was calling in question the whole dispensation of God. The sabbath in the types represents what God has found in Christ and what man finds in Christ by the Spirit. In these two thoughts christianity essentially is embodied; Christ is the centre for God, and the centre for us. That is to say, for contemplation, for rest. God can rest in the midst of a troubled scene, and men can rest in the midst of a troubled scene. That is what the sabbath signifies; it was expressly called the sign of the covenant. God had on the mount opened up His mind to Moses in the pattern of the tabernacle; in all these chapters, from Exodus 25 to 31, unfolding what He had in mind in a variety of features in the pattern of the tabernacle. 

    In truth He was occupied all that time with Christ in type; Christ as Man. What a time God had in unfolding all this to Moses! Moses did not fully understand, of course, it is for us as having the Spirit to understand. Moses sought to see the glory of God, but God said, No, only My back parts. The tabernacle signifies more than His back parts. The antitype implies the glory of God shining in the face of Jesus. That is christianity. But God had Christ before Him in all that He was saying, and He was delighted, and so in the end He refers to the sabbath. If you will look at the end of chapter 31 you will be impressed by the recurrence of the word there, reminding us of the place it has in the divine thoughts. You get a statement there that you get nowhere else: on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed. We do not get that in Genesis, yet the allusion is to Genesis, but God reserved this precious thought for the particular occasion, when for forty days He had been unfolding the glories of Christ and the universe that centres in Christ; when He finishes He reverts to that, He was refreshed. Think of the blessed God speaking in that way and embodying His everlasting covenant in it: and He announces His judgment against anyone that disregards the sabbath. 

    The first mention of the sabbath by name is in Exodus 16, and that was in relation to the manna, as no doubt most of you know. The occasion is very affecting, because it alludes to Christ humbled here; that is, what He was here as Man and how God rested in Him! But even there you do not get the statement that God was refreshed. It is after the unfolding of the glories of Christ in the type, and the universe that God has in mind to set up. Then God comes back to this great thought and calls it a sign of the covenant, of the everlasting covenant between Himself and Israel. As we take all these things into account, we see the very important place the sabbath has. After what I have alluded to in chapter 31, we have the failure of Israel, in Exodus 32 and 33. Then after the second giving of the law, chapter 34, God again refers to the sabbath, enjoining it upon His people; before they bring one item of the material for the tabernacle the observance of the sabbath is again enjoined. 

    Now this man has disregarded all this. In this action of gathering sticks on the sabbath he is setting aside the dispensation. He is giving a lead typically that has been taken up in christendom and spread abroad, and is seen today in the hierarchy and paraphernalia that belongs to what is called the public worship of God. There is a disregard of what God had in mind as characterising the whole dispensation. You can see from the sequence of this conduct how it behoves us, if in any way we are linked up with high-handed conduct such as this, to abandon it for ever; not to stay a moment in it. It is under the judgment of God; there is no forgiveness for it. I am not speaking of individuals now, but of the principle of this evil, and we do well to follow the example of Moses and Aaron here, and of Israel. They put the man under custody; they did not know just what to do; it was a new thing; it was a bold action; he gathered sticks on the sabbath. It is not said what he was going to do with them. Satan does not divulge his mind at the outset, it is sometimes in mystery. He has formulated his opposition to God systematically. 

    Systematised error is the most deadly error, and that is found in christendom. Satan systematising, and embodying his nefarious thoughts against God, so as to offset and subvert all that God has inaugurated, is what marks our day. Satans intent is to set aside the holy dispensation that is established in Christ. 

    That is the position, and, as I say, we do well to put this matter in custody, as it were, if we do not understand it, and there are thousands and thousands of our brethren who do not. If we do not quite understand it, put it in custody, that is to say, give it that place in your mind, give it consideration. Let your language be, I want to judge this thing, I want to consider what you are saying, and I want to arrive at a right judgment about it. If you do you will get it. You will be sure to get it, they got it here, and it was summary: The man shall certainly be put to death, says Jehovah. Putting to death in this sense today is not to be understood literally. We read of Jezebels children being killed with death: that is not literal death  it is moral death. There is such a thing as that, the judgment of God executed in a moral way. As soon as I put the thing in custody, I mark it off as something that requires the mind of God, God will give me His mind about it, and the next thing is to execute it. What God reveals to you, put into effect. 

    Let no one think that the mere judgment of a thing is of any moral worth, unless it is put into effect. Holding a thing as wrong and following it, continuing in it, is to damage your soul. That is the trend of it, to weaken you, to disqualify you for any testimony. Here God made His mind plain to them, and they carried it out, as Jehovah commanded Moses. That is one of the finest statements you get, and God loves that very thing; it is those who have His commandments, and do them, who love Him. This has been going on for years. Thousands of Gods people have acted on it, and it is for you today, if there is anyone here who is linked up with these things, to put it into custody. If you do not understand clearly, look into the Scriptures and you will get light, and the next thing is to act, and act at once. What these sticks were to be used for is not stated here, but we now know what is in mind typically; what systems have been formulated ever since apostolic times, how men are gathered together, systems that are regarded as almost immovable because of their antiquity. But God is going to take that great system Babylon and let it drop down into the sea like a millstone never to rise again. That is His judgment. 

    Well, I proceed to the second passage, that in Kings. It is a well-known chapter, a chapter that introduces to us one of the most notable men in Scripture  Elijah the prophet. He was, as you know, maintained by ravens by the brook Cherith, near the Jordan, and the brook dried up, and then God says to him, I have commanded a woman to maintain thee. Elijah represents the testimony that God has at the moment, and what God has in our day needs to be maintained. It is obligatory on every one of us to see that we are maintaining it in so far as we are able. So the prophet wended his way across the country to Zarephath, which is near Zidon, the gentile regions  the Lord Jesus alludes to this Himself  and as he arrives at the place he finds this woman gathering sticks, a very suitable occupation under the circumstances so far as it appears. What is she going to do with them? That is the point, we may be doing what is apparently right with a wrong thought in our minds. She gives an account of her work to the prophet; and this raises the whole question as to what we are doing; what each one here has in mind as to his gathering. 

    Gathering is the order of the day. God says, I will gather others besides those that are gathered, a very encouraging word for us  besides those that are gathered. Do not let these go, they are precious, but besides these, there are others to be gathered. So that gathering enters into all our evangelical exercises and work; the point is to get persons, and what for? Not for my own glory; not to make a party round myself, that would be akin to the man in the wilderness gathering sticks. Gather for the assembly, dear brethren, gather for Christ. 

    This woman tells the prophet what she had before her. She had in the house a handful of meal in a barrel, and she had oil in a cruse. Very good! God marks this, and she was really on better ground than she thought she was. She had the meal, she had it where it should be, there is just a handful, but it is in the right vessel; and the oil is in the right vessel, too; but then she says, I am gathering two sticks. She is very limited in her thought. Well, that would be quite in order if she only had a right thought in the work. Some of us here may not have gathered even one stick for the assembly. That is a poor thing, because gathering is what God is engaged in. That is what God is doing  it is the gathering time. One of the first things you get in the book of the Acts is gathering. God has gathered His own; the assembly is the fruit of His gathering. So that it is a question of what I have gathered. Have I helped in any way to gather with Christ? The gospels show us how He gathered, and how He prayed about His own that were gathered; that they should be one, He says. Not only that, but Scripture says, He died that He might gather together into one the children of God that were scattered abroad. That was the thought, and it may be that a good many of us would have to admit that we have never gathered a stick for the assembly. This woman is gathering two sticks that she may prepare this oil and this meal for herself and her son that we may eat it, and die. That is very poor, that is not christianity; that is a negative thing, it is the very opposite to christianity. 

    I was speaking to you the other day of how the Lord said to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, referring to Abraham, for he is a prophet, and will pray for thee, that thou mayest live. It is a dispensation of life, and christians are imbued with the spirit of life, but this woman was gathering two sticks that she might die! Will she ever maintain the prophet? No, a dead woman and a dead boy will not maintain anything. We do not eat to die, we eat to live; the divine appointment is to eat and live. The Lord taught His disciples to pray, give us today our needed bread. Apparently she had enough for the day, but she was thinking she would die tomorrow. So that you see it is only as we are on the divinely-appointed lines that we can maintain the testimony. It is living people, as Hezekiah says, The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day (Isaiah 38: 19). The chapter before us in 1 Kings, as you will all know, is most remarkable. The womans son died, but not for want of food; the handful of meal did not diminish nor did the oil fail all the year, and the woman had the honour of maintaining this great servant of God for the testimony. The son died from sickness, but he was raised up, made to live by the power of God through the prophet, so that as she maintained him (she is called the mistress of the house), he maintained her. That is to say, God is no debtor to anyone; as we maintain what is His, He maintains us far above any expectations of ours. The son is raised up and given back to the woman as brought up from the dead. 

    Now I come on to the last scripture to show how the gathering of sticks works out in the hands of the greatest of servants, for there is no greater than Paul, save the Lord Jesus. He is in very trying circumstances, he has just had a terrible voyage, a voyage under the government of God which no one felt more than he, he knew the secret of it. It is a type of the whole voyage, of the testimony. The breaking up of the ship is a type of the history of the public assembly in its decline and break up  no one felt it more than Paul, and now he is on land on the island of Melita or Malta in the Mediterranean, a well-known place nowadays. This remarkable incident took place there, the great servant and those with him reached there in wintertime. It is always a trying time  I am speaking now spiritually; winter spiritually is a very trying time. It comes in the cycle of the year as God says, Henceforth, all the days of the earth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease (Genesis 8: 22). Here it was cold, it says expressly, that it was cold, but the inhabitants of the place received the company. They are called barbarians, the word of course you know was relative. It did not mean that they were barbarians in the sense that we speak. They were not Greeks, but they were a very kindly people, and what a comfort it was to come into a district such as this, especially to find warmth. The writer says, they showed us no little kindness, it is not said that they were converted, the point was that they were friendly. You know, fellowship has become a technical thing amongst us. It may be as cold as ice! I have been in meetings nominally in fellowship, but cold. Hence the importance of friendliness, kindly feeling towards visitors, is stressed here. The chief man of the island is mentioned. Let us not be disrespectful, in these democratic times, let us not be disrespectful towards persons of distinction. God enjoins us to honour them to whom honour is due. 

    So we have the chief man of the island here; he is kindly disposed towards Paul and the others. It is not simply that people are nominal christians, but it is a question of their kindness, their hospitality, their friendship. John uses the word friends. Brethren has become a hackneyed word, not that it has lost its power spiritually. God would dissipate all unspiritual use of words and bring in the power attaching to them, and what belongs to the term brethren is friendship; friendship must be there. These were friendly, and so they treated us kindly, the writer tells us, and one of the best things they did at the outset was to light a fire, because it was cold. How the apostle Paul would cherish that fire; coming up out of the sea, and the terrible time over, when for weeks neither sun nor stars appeared! Now he is in the midst of friendliness, love, consideration, and the testimony to it in this fire. Then Paul comes out as a true servant as Jesus was: I am among you as he that serves, He said. No true servant today would wear a clerical garb, nor regard himself as one to be set upon a throne and ministered to by all. Paul becomes the servant of all: he goes out and gathers sticks in that place. Put him alongside that widow in Zarephath, or that man in the wilderness, and you see the difference. He gathers a certain quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laid it on the fire. He did it all himself, he is like his Master. The Lord Jesus said, I am among you as he that serves. Mark I am among you. I believe the Lord Jesus as here with them, would do anything that was to be done for His people. So with Paul as to those that were with him  he gathered the sticks and placed them on the fire  how beautiful that is! He would keep up the volume of heat and they would all be comforted. The fire was not going to die out if he were there  nor will any warmth wane where anyone is who has the spirit of Christ. The point is to keep up the temperature, to get up the temperature in the meeting, not to fever heat, but to comfort heat. There are those amongst us who have no gift, but the thing is for them to add to the heat spiritually, as Paul did. 

    But then there is that terrible thing that happens  a viper comes out. It does not say from the wood; the point is to call attention to the activity of the devil in these circumstances, that where warmth is he would spoil it, and he would discredit the one who is keeping the fire going. It is as if some might say to Paul, You are in prison now, you must resign your leadership, you cannot go about as you used to. Paul would say, The Lord said that by me the preaching is to be fully known, (2 Timothy 4: 17). We cannot set aside Paul or anyone that the Lord raises up; but the viper, that is the devil, would discredit that man, in robbing him of his power. The viper, we are told, coming out from the heat seized his hand. Satan would say, There shall be no more gathering sticks like that. The idea was to put out the fire, and the antidote is to do what Paul did; he gathered the sticks, put them in a bundle and put it on the fire. Satan will do what he can, but the Lord promises to His servants they shall take up serpents; and if they should drink any deadly thing it shall not injure them (Mark 16: 18). Such signs that follow them show, that the servants of the Lord need never to be under the power of Satan; they are always victorious. Hence let no one attempt to overwhelm them; normally this cannot be done. To attempt it is to fight against God. So the viper is just thrown back into the fire, that is the end of it. The barbarians thought something was going to happen, but they changed their minds, and the apostle and those that were with him remained there for three months, the whole winter, and I suppose they never had such a winter in the island of Malta as they had that year. They had this wonderful servant of God and others of a like spirit there. We are told that Paul, having prayed, laid his hands on the father of Publius, the chief man of the island, and cured him of a serious disease; the rest also who had sicknesses in the island came and were healed. The power of God was there. All this works out from this simple thought of adding heat to the fire, keeping the temperature at a considerable heat; as this is done, the enemy attacks, but the testimony is carried through. That is the position, dear brethren, so that Paul was sustained at Melita, as Elijah was at Zarephath, and laden with honours he goes on to Rome. It is said that he sailed in a ship that had wintered in the island. 

    You see how God would bring us to this important point: however few sticks we may gather, gather them with this in view  to add to what is there. The mere thought of getting numbers is dangerous; we must keep an eye on quality  that which adds to what there is of God already present. 
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    THE MAN OF GOD (JT 47)

    2 Timothy 3: 17; Deuteronomy 33: 1; 1 Kings 17: 24; 2 Kings 4: 8,9; Nehemiah 12: 24

    I have in mind to present the idea of a man of God in its application to the present time. If there are not those who may be so designated, there should be; it should be the aspiration of all, especially those who serve amongst the saints in a prominent way, and in view of our own times it is significant that Timotheus, as far as I know, is the only one so designated in the New Testament. His being a young man brings the matter within the range of all of us, even the youngest; it is something to be attained, and this is not by mere ability. Divinely given ability is necessary for the service of God, but it does not alone suffice for the filling out of the thought of the man of God, one who, as I hope to show from the examples in the scriptures read in the Old Testament, represents God and stands for all that is of God. That Timotheus is the only one mentioned in this way does not imply that he is the only one that could be so designated in the New Testament. It is needless to say that the writer of the epistle was one, and many others. 

    In 2 Timothy the title is not formally applied to Timotheus, as it is in the first epistle, but appears in this second epistle evidently in view of the last times when men of God are so needed; and in this respect it is remarkable that the preceding verse calls attention to the inspiration of Scripture: All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works 2 Timothy 3: 16,17. It is by no means implied that the Scriptures are not for other purposes than for use by the man of God. The Scriptures are in themselves a great testimony to God; evidently carefully thought of beforehand, although many centuries elapsed in the history of humanity and of Gods testimony before any Scriptures were written, but being written by the power of the Spirit, they embrace all that is necessary for the man of God to know, and for all saints to know. The book of Genesis is remarkably concise and yet comprehensive. Satan knows that, and that it lays the foundation for all that should follow, hence his great effort to discredit that book, as indeed all the books of the Pentateuch. One of the chief features of modern opposition to the truth is seen in the attack on the book of Genesis. There is negative guidance in that, for Satan selects what is worthy of attack, what is needful to get out of the way to defeat the purpose of God; and so the Spirit of God has graciously furnished remarkable expositions of the book of Genesis, as well as the other books of the Pentateuch, which all christians should read as entering into this verse, if they are to be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works 2 Timothy 3: 17. 

    The Lord Himself stresses the books of Moses, placing them alongside His own words, indeed He says: if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? John 5: 47  remarkable grace and wisdom to stress thus the value of the Pentateuch. He began there in speaking on another occasion, not to a large congregation, but to two persons, and they erring christians. Christendom is full, alas! of erring christians, persons who have turned aside. Not that I am accusing any in particular, but it is a fact, and hence the example set by the Lord is to be observed: beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself (Luke 24: 27), showing that erring christians need to have the Scriptures not only read, but expounded. Exegetical works of great value on these books are current, and should be attended to if we are to be throughly furnished unto every good work. Expositions are of great importance, not that christians should depend wholly on them, they should read the Scriptures in dependence on the Holy Spirit. The Lord said, How readest thou? Luke 10: 26 to one man, and that is a good question for us all. If you read them aright you will be supported in them, they even preach the gospel. An unconverted man would do well to read them, for the Scriptures preached the gospel to Abraham, we are told, and here it is said to Timotheus: from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy 3: 15. They are able to do that. 

    The apostle says elsewhere, the Lord will give thee understanding 2 Timothy 2: 7; He is available to us. The Spirit too, guides us into all the truth. We are wonderfully furnished and no one who is ignorant is excusable. In fact, where people are ignorant and have no exercise the word might apply; let him be ignorant, 1 Corinthians 14: 38. Very solemn! So we are to read the Scriptures. The Lord Himself says, Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me, John 5: 39. They are full of holy matter, the most engrossing matter for the renewed heart, able to make us wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. The eunuch is a good example; he says to Philip, How can I [understand], except some man should guide me? Acts 8:31. It is well to have the sense that you need to be shown. The eunuch was reading, but he admitted he was not getting help, and if not getting help in reading Scripture it is wise to ask; I would advise each to do so, to ask the person most likely to answer helpfully. We read of the Lord Himself in the temple hearing and asking questions. I am not going to say He needed to ask questions, as we do, but that is what He did, and then His understanding and answers! It is wise, as I said, to ask questions, but be sure of the person of whom you ask. Philip was a good person of whom to ask questions about the Scriptures; he was a man amenable to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, a safe man, not a man who trusted his own mind. An angel directs Philip to go down to the desert, and the Spirit says, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot Acts 8: 29, and he did. He was a man under the guidance of the Spirit, and Philip preached Jesus to the eunuch; so it is not only the understanding of the Scriptures that is needed, but the knowledge of Jesus, for He is the subject and substance of all Scripture. 

    Moses is, I think, the first man called a man of God. I begin with him. What is in mind is to point out the features of the man of God. They are not all in one man  they are all in Jesus, every one of them, and Nicodemus is a good example for us as to discernment of these features. He says, we know that thou art a teacher come from God John 3: 2. That is the idea  we know. There is guidance in that statement; he not only says that, but gives his reasons, for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him John 3: 2. You may be sure if there are these marks in any one, you can designate him a man of God. Nicodemus would regard Jesus as pre-eminently what is indicated in the thought of a man of God, but he did not go very far, and there are many like him today. He was a questioner; he knew that Jesus was come from God, basing it on signs, but seemed to fail in not allowing light to flood his soul, although clearly he was a subject of the work of God. The true light is shining there before him, and yet he kept on questioning, and it would appear there was nothing definite reached in his soul at first. There are many like that, they come to meetings, and hear something and speak well of it, but the soul lacks light, the soul fails to take in the light that is shining, so that the person remains where he was  a member of the Jewish council. If John did not mention him we should have known nothing of him. John, representing love, mentions the least evidence of Gods work; he mentions Nicodemus three times, and finally as identified with Christ as dead, which is important. It is a pity he remained so long unidentified with a living Christ while He was yet available to him. Still Nicodemus recognised that Jesus was from God, and the Lord unfolded to him the truth as to new birth. 

    Jesus, the Word become flesh, represents every trait of the man of God; He is infinitely more than any of us. Moses beforehand exhibited some of these traits; he was near enough to Jesus in character to be His companion in glory. What a great end is before us! When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory, Colossians 3: 4. We cannot afford to be marked by discrepancies from what Jesus is if we are to appear with Him in glory. Moses, too, appeared in glory, he and Elijah; we can see how he is honoured; he speaks well of the people of God; that is a point in this chapter. It is remarkable that he is called a man of God here; he is called also a man of God as praying, the prayer of Moses, the man of God (Psalm 90). He is also called a man of God elsewhere, but he appears here for the first time as a man of God. The idea is cumulative; he did not just become one because he wrote this book of Deuteronomy, or this one chapter, but it is stated at the outset as if the Spirit of God would say, This is one of the most beautiful traits of the man of God that he can speak so well of the Lords people  he blesses them. He is not a characteristic critic of the people of God, not that they did not deserve to be criticised to themselves; but he is king in Jeshurun, that is, among people who are upright, in this chapter. 

    Every upright person in that day would regard Moses as a man of God. He speaks well of the people of God; he could speak ill of them, too, and we are to be warned by that, such a great man calling the people of God rebels, but it was not characteristic of him. This chapter is characteristic of him, he loved the people as Jehovah did. Of Jehovah he said, Yea, he loved the people Deuteronomy 33: 3. Moses loved the people too; the people he had known in their contrariety for forty years. Israel sinned from the time Moses knew them. The book of Ezekiel says they sinned in Egypt, sinned in the wilderness, sinned in the land, sinned in captivity; it is one history of sin. There were good features, but the general thought is continuous sin. There is not much in such conditions to draw out affection, yet it is after forty years with them that Moses speaks so well of the people (Deuteronomy 33). 

    Elijah is the next example. He accepted responsibility, took to heart personally the calamity in others. The son of the mistress of the house died, and Elijah made it his matter. God has great respect for men and women who identify themselves with the calamity in others. Notice what Elijah did. And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed, 1 Kings 17: 19. Elijah appeared in glory on the mount of transfiguration talking with Jesus, and what I am speaking of now entered into that, it is indicative of how God honours faithfulness in His servants; and He honours what is of Himself. 

    Elijah takes the child out of the mothers bosom; spiritually that was the real difficulty  the natural being usually the source of all troubles amongst the saints. He laid the child on his own bed, he took on the calamity as before God, as the passage goes on to say, And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again 1 Kings 17: 20,21. What a beautiful complete identification with the child, with the calamity! And then the prayer, acknowledging he has no strength in himself to do anything. Power is in God, the God who raises the dead, as Paul said. That is a man of God; for he is acting for God, for the widow, 

    for the boy. Let us look at this feature in a man of God, and learn to accept as our own the calamities of the people of God, and bring God into the matter. I may share in a calamity and not help much in it, but if I bring. God into the matter it is a great deal. A man of God does that. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth 1 Kings 17: 22 - 24. He is discerned to be a man of God. It is not put just that way as to Moses. The Spirit of God calls him a man of God, but here the beneficiary of the man of God calls him that; that is, the saints come to know by what a man does and is, that he is a man of God. What greater renown can one have? Not that you are aiming at that. It is what God is in His work, in His purpose, that such a man has before him. Still, the incidental result is great, and here the woman who got the benefit says, He is a man of God. The representation of God becomes fixed in peoples minds in this way. 

    The third example is Elisha. What is to be observed here is not a widow, but a great woman, not great as in mere human parlance, but great in a true sense. Spiritually speaking she is the continuation of the widow who paid her debts from the proceeds of the oil and lived on the rest. The widow represents a believer living on the Spirit, the Spirit is life rightly understood, and makes us great in a moral sense, so that we are capable of seeing what is of God. It is a very great comfort that there are people in this world who can discern what is of God, and persons that are of God. The widow of Zarephath discerned by a signal miracle, not only that Elijah was a man of God, but that the word in his mouth was truth. Here we have a great woman, 

    and such a person is attested as having spiritual discernment. Many are regarded as great, but have they spiritual discernment? This womans estimate of Elisha was not based on his miracles. Elisha had been passing by her house: And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually 2 Kings 4: 8,9. An holy man of God, a new term in our subject, one that ought to affect us all, because holiness is very scarce. Righteousness is scarce, but holiness is more so. Elisha is designated by her an holy man of God. One would covet to be known in that character. Moses is not said to be that, nor Elijah. Elisha is called it by this woman. Is her judgment right? That is to be considered. Is she affected merely by the presence of the man, such a great man, a man of great repute? That would be a poor thing. Men of repute are in demand. Is this woman just making much of a distinguished man? Evidently he is not affecting her naturally, she calls him holy, and she constrained him to eat bread 2 Kings 4: 8. That is, she is hospitable. To eat bread, not simply to spend an evening with them. The social side amongst us is to be watched; she had not that in mind. A man of reputation of this kind is sought after, and even for evening occasions. All no doubt may be well if under control, but all she constrained him to do was to eat bread. He needed support and she ministered support, a very great matter in the service of God. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread 2 Kings 4: 8. He did not go beyond that. 

    I speak of this, because of the importance of limiting ourselves in the service of God; not allowing the social side of things to influence us; it would surely tend to damage. He turned in to eat bread; he did not go further than that, he is a man of God. And then she called her husband into the matter, very important in these cases. She was evidently greater morally than her husband, which is humbling. She brought him into the matter and says to him, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God 2 Kings 4: 9. She evidently perceived it by his deportment as passing by her house. He came in according to her constraint to eat bread, and did not go beyond that. Elisha was a working man, as every professed servant ought to be. Not that the Lord does not make allowance for the need of rest; He does. He said to His disciples, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while, Mark 6: 31. He knows exactly what the strain of service is, and those served ought to take notice of this in regard of those who serve. It does not say that Elisha rested in this house, he just went in to eat bread. 

    Now she has a further thought  hospitality in a fuller way. He is a safe man, one to be desired and trusted in the house, so she proposes that a little chamber should be made; it would be no social matter. You understand I am speaking in the spirit of things, not in the letter, for we have affections, and these affections in a spiritual way ought to have play, but here the thought was isolation, not exactly to bring him into the family. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither 2 Kings 4: 10. Servants are very glad often to get that little chamber, and not to have any part in the social side of the household. She had right thoughts, she was a great woman, a remarkable woman. How touching it is that he passed by continually! Where was he going? The Lord regards His servants as those who have to go out and journey; it is a great privilege to do it; but He says of each, he shall go no more at all out Revelation 3: 12. That is indeed to the overcomer in Philadelphia, in our own time; rest for ever is in view; so that, as Paul said, no servant should be lazily a charge to anybody. The time of rest is coming, he shall go no more at all out. This kind of hospitality brings about a living condition, results in better conditions in the locality wherever it is found. How much one sister can contribute to the living conditions in a locality! So that the outcome of this is life  a son, a great increase in the truth. I mention that as an inducement for this kind of greatness to be developed in regard to the service of God. 

    Finally, coming to David in Nehemiah, the point as regards him is an entirely different phase of the matter. It is a question now of the service of God in song. This has come up lately, and the Spirit of God seems to stress it, how a man who is marked by care and consideration for God in these things is a man of God. So we have in the verse read: And the chief of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brethren over against them, to praise and to give thanks, according to the commandment of David the man of God, ward over against ward Nehemiah 12: 24. The commandment, it is no optional matter, no question with him of learning to sing a few hymns, very often for personal enjoyment, the Lord with us doubtless, for we are to sing and make melody in our hearts to the Lord, but David commands it here, it is an imperative matter, and that is a word for the present time. The service of God is imperative. God would call us all into it, and so we have here according to the commandment of David the man of God Nehemiah 12: 24. It is in connection with this that he is called a man of God, not as a military man or as a ruler; he is not called a man of God in these connections, but as promoting the service of God. How important this is, and God would lay it upon us, and so we find a further word in verse 36 in connection with the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem. It says: with the musical instruments of David the man of God Nehemiah 12: 36. We are told about the musical instruments earlier, but David is not said to be a man of God there, the Spirit of God here crediting him with this remarkable thought, he is a man of God in relation to musical instruments and in relation to the service of God generally. He commanded the service and prepared the musical instruments. 
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    INDIVIDUALITY (JT 52)

    James 5: 17, 18; 1 Kings 17:1; 1 Kings 17:20-24; 1 Kings 18: 36 - 46

    I desire to speak about individuality in divine things. Each believer is, initially at least, to stand on his own feet, just as the boards of the tabernacle were made to stand up. Aside from this, there is no possibility of blessing in a spiritual sense, or of having any part in divine things. He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him, Hebrews 11: 6. This great matter must be taken up by each one individually. 

    Elijah is as good a representative of this feature of the truth as I know. His name signifies, Whose God is Jah (or Jehovah). Jah probably meaning God in the sense of what He is, God as Absolute. There is the historical God, speaking reverently; that is, God known in His ways here. Scripture contemplates His being regarded in this light, for we read of the encouragement of the Scriptures. They allude to God historically, how others knew Him; but then there is, Whose God is Jah, which goes further, and refers more to what He is in Himself. Of course, it is the same God, but the first refers to Him as known in His goodness and power and other attributes, while the other is God Himself viewed abstractly. That is, I apprehend, the root of all that we have in this remarkable saint and servant, Elijah the Tishbite. His God was God Himself. God said to Moses, when he inquired as to His name, I AM, not I was, or I shall be, but I AM. Elijah evidently had to do with God in that sense, for his name signifies it, and hence the originality of all that appears in him. Others followed, such as Elisha, who rather brought out the things he had learned from Elijah. Elijah is peculiarly original, and appears on the scene without any prophetic word preceding as in the case of Timothy, so that we need not inquire as to his parentage, or as to his training. The man is what he is, and really every christian has to come to that. What he has been may or may not be disclosed. In Elijahs case it was not disclosed, but look at the man! Yet he is not a supernatural man, for were he such he would not be an example. He was a man of like passions as ourselves, so that we may all aspire to this as coming into the faith. 

    He that cometh to God must believe that he is, not simply that He was; that is true enough, you will come to what He was, but you must believe that He is, and that is what marked Elijah. That he had early history is unquestionable, and that it enters into his name is unquestionable, but the Spirit of God has drawn a veil over that, which we cannot penetrate. It is what he is, and so with everyone, what he has been, what his education may have been, is of very little consequence alongside what he is, and this stands in relation to what God is. As having to do with God the believer has to face the fact as to what he is, so the apostle says, By the grace of God I am what I am, 1 Corinthians 15: 10. He had been otherwise, he had been an insolent overbearing man, but by the grace of God he was not that now. It is the divine thought that everyone is to have a definite identity in the divine realm. You do not want to be one who passes in a crowd in the divine realm. What comes into mind in spirituality is definiteness and distinction  what a person is as knowable to God. You may say that God knows everyone, and that is a fact, but then we have this statement, if any man love God, the same is known of him. That kind of knowledge is a question of love. God, as it were, salutes you; He recognises you in the crowd. He picks you out. Everyone in heaven will have some such distinction, and now is the time to acquire that distinction. It is acquired on the principle of individuality in divine things. Each stands on his own feet, and has his own personal distinction, by the power of the Spirit of God. 

    As I said, Elijah had no recorded history; a veil is drawn over it. He is just Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead. The apostle James, hundreds of years after, referred to him as a man subject to like passions as ourselves, but then he says he prayed. It does not tell us about his first prayer, but his name meant that Jah was his God. He penetrated into the reality of the Deity, as far as the creature can. 

    I may say here for our instruction, that this is supremely seen in Jesus. It was He who said, My God and your God, but My God first. Why should I not understand Jesus God, if He is His God and my God? This has peculiar import now in our own times, when there is ofttimes great isolation, persons being excommunicated from the religious world. What intercourse there was between Jesus and His God as He prayed all night! Think of the experience, dear brethren. We take off our shoes from our feet in alluding to it, but is it not within our reach to inquire spiritually into this, and to enter a little, in the power of the Spirit, alongside of Jesus, who is our Mediator, into the knowledge of God in this way? The overcomer is to be made a pillar in the temple of His God, and the name of His God, and the name of the city of His God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from His God, are to be written upon him. These great features belong to the God of Jesus  God Himself  God as known by Christ as a Man down here. 

    Elijah is introduced to us abruptly; but James says he was not a supernatural man, but was like ourselves, and in truth God takes up such persons who are subject to the same kind of feelings and influences. We do not know what kind of man he may have been, only that he was a Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead. Here he is able to say to the king of Israel, There shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. What a man he is! He is having individual relationship and intercourse with God, or he could never speak in this way. God has taken him up, the same kind of man as ourselves. It shows what God can do; the works of God are manifest in him. So he said to this monarch, There shall be no rain except at my word. He does not say, Jehovahs word. He was conscious of the moral power he had, as representative of God. Is that not to be envied and desired? James has it in mind in his last chapter for the readers of his epistle  a very wholesome, practical, and instructive epistle. James calls attention to Elijah, and he says he was a man of like passions to ourselves, but he prayed with prayer. I am dwelling on the point of prayer, for this is evidently the secret of his power. He had got to God Himself, not simply as known historically. He speaks of Him later on as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but it is his own God in these chapters, 1 Kings 17 and 18. I appeal to everyone as to whether He is your God. Is He Jah to you, or simply a God known historically? Do not misunderstand me, for He is the same God; but the more you know Him, the more you will know Him as He is in Himself. The living creatures in Revelation 4 say, Who was, and who is, and who is to come, but in chapter 1: 8, it is Who is, and who was, and who is to come. The more I advance in the knowledge of God, the more I say who is and my God. I also say, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and moreover I can say, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, but I want to cherish that beautiful phrase, my God. 

    Paul says, My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus, Philippians 4: 19. What a God He was to Paul! Like Paul, Elijah knew God, and so he comes out and speaks to a monarch. Elijah had no public history, nor does he pretend to have any status before this monarch, but look at him, and listen to him speaking to Ahab! There shall not be dew nor rain ... but according to my word. What a great man he is! I want to be something like that, a representative of God, not only in an official way, but in moral power. There is not a word said about this prayer in the Old Testament, but the truth is that he prayed with prayer to God, and there was no rain for the space of three years and six months. 

    The second word follows on from the seventeenth chapter. Elijah has not shown himself to Ahab yet, but in chapter 18 he is told to show himself to Ahab. That is another thing. If I have moral power and am able to speak to a monarch, the time comes when the Lord says, Show yourself to him, but much history has intervened. God will not ask me to show myself to people unless I am worthy of being shown, and that brings out much. The Lord said to the leper, Go, shew thyself to the priest. John the baptist was not shown immediately to Israel. It says that he was in the deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel. He was brought up, as every believers child should be, as much as possible apart from that which ministers to the flesh. People give their children over to the world, by handing them over to be brought up in its ways. Not so with John the baptist; he was a child brought up in wilderness ways, until he was fit to be shown on Gods behalf. You may be a good society man, accepted among unspiritual people, but you are not fit to be shown on Gods behalf. 

    Here the time has come to end these sorrowful years of famine, and the Lord says to Elijah, Go, shew thyself to Ahab. In the meantime he has been living by the Jordan, he has been fed by ravens, and then the brook dried up, and he is sent to the widow of Zarephath; she has a little meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse, and she is gathering two sticks that she may go in and dress it for herself and her son, that they may eat it and die. That is her story. What an experience! He is being prepared to be shown to the monarch, not simply to speak to him, but to be sent as representative of God. 

    In the seventeenth chapter the womans boy dies. Elijah cries to God; it is a serious matter. I would seek to impress upon all of us the importance of secret relations with God Himself, and urgency in our prayers, so that we may appear in power before men, having individual distinction, so as to be representative of God before men. 

    He prayed and stretched himself on the child three times, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again, and it happened. This is written for the encouragement of christians on the lines of individuality in the things of God. The widow says, I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. Such is the power of God in answer to prayer. Now God says, I am going to show you, not only to be listened to, but because of what you are. Is there a brother or sister who does not wish in their soul to be representative of God, and owned to be such? 

    Ahab had left God out altogether. He divided up the land. Obadiah going one way and Ahab another, to find a little bit of grass. Ahab was thinking only of the horses and mules  a pitiful state of things. Obadiah was a fine man, but he was on the wrong side, and there are many like him. How many there are today who are on the wrong side, looking for a bit of grass to save the horses and mules alive, when our business is to feed the people of God! He knew how to feed the prophets of God with bread and water, and God knew he was such a man as that; but he was on the wrong side. He had indeed fed the prophets by fifties; he did not crowd them. A man like that belongs to the fellowship, for he can feed the brethren, as the Lord Jesus did. He fed the people, making them sit down by fifties in a company. Obadiah knew how to do it, but he was on the wrong side, occupied in looking for grass for the worlds use. That is not a proper occupation for a man who knew how to feed the people of God. 

    May we be kept faithful to God and so be available to feed His people! 

    Now I come to the end, the final prayer in the eighteenth chapter. There are two prayers in this chapter, the first in regard to this great conflict into which he is drawn. Think of the power of this man; what a figure he is, coming down through the ages to us a mighty, valiant warrior of God, standing against Ahab and the eight hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and of the groves, who fed at Jezebels table! The secret of it is that he knew God. He pursued his individual relations with God and he prayed this prayer: Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel. It is not now my God. He said that in the seventeenth chapter, but it is now Israels God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. If I am in public service, I must bring in God as known historically, with whom the people of God have had to do from the beginning. He is to be known as the same God, the God of Israel; so Elijah says, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant ... . Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God. 

    It is not now that He is the God of Israel, but He is God. These people are brought back to God, not Elijahs God exactly, but God. This is recovery, and by one man; so it is a question for everyone of what one man can do, developing individually with God, and maintaining prayerful intercourse with God. All things are possible with God, and the greatest things can be accomplished on these lines. 

    My final thought is the second prayer which James alludes to. We are not given the words, but the attitude of the man of God, down upon the earth with his face between his knees. How urgent and exercised he is! Israel was in famine, as the people of God are today generally. The matter is urgent; it must be faced at once; we must go the whole length with God. The first time may not bring an answer, nor the second, nor the third, but the seventh does; so, as the servant of Elijah looks out to sea, he sees a cloud the size of a mans hand. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit, James 5: 18. 

    My desire is to bring all of us into individuality in the things of God; not to make us independent, far otherwise, for as the boards of the tabernacle were made standing up, each was brought into relation with all the other boards. So it is as I pursue; I establish contact with God Himself, and hence this individual progress, and then victory and blessing. The heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. How great a thing it is to have part in the service of God, prayerful intercourse with God Himself! 
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    CRUSES (JT 52)

    2 Kings 2: 19 - 22; 1 Kings 17: 12 - 16; 1 Kings 19: 4 - 8

    I have read these scriptures because they speak of cruses. I have in mind to consider each cruse mentioned as representing a vessel; and each saint of God is to be regarded as a vessel. The Scriptures say that saints are vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory, Romans 9: 23. No doubt God has in mind to have vessels in glory, that we shall not be there merely as blessed people or sight-seers, but as usable. God will have use for each of the redeemed. One of them, Paul, is spoken of as an elect vessel, meaning that he was outstanding; but clearly the idea attaches to each christian, and it applies now, for we are to be usable now by God. The governments of the world lay claim to almost everybody now, and rightly, as under God. It will be remembered that Joseph in his great administration under Pharaoh secured all Egypt for Pharaoh; he really made them all as purchased property in the sense of servants or servitude. Every Egyptian would be amenable legally to the behests of the king, not simply as a subject but as a born slave. That principle is applied in the world now in a very wide sense, and in a wider sense still it is applied by God; not simply that we are slaves as commonly understood (though every one who loves God loves the thought of being His slave), but it is an honourable position. Even our Lord Jesus Christ took a bondmans form  the most touching thing perhaps in the Scriptures. He had served, according to the type, for six years, and could go out free, but instead of going out free He said, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free, Exodus 21: 5. So He became a Bondman for ever, and that is the true, immutable, unchangeable testimony of His death. He is the most wonderful of all vessels; indeed every other vessel hangs on Him, according to the Scriptures, as if He supports us all in whatever service we may be called to. We can rely on Him both for example and support, and this, for time and eternity. God is putting in His claim, dear brethren, alongside of the claims of others, right in themselves, but Gods claim is obviously final. The Lord Jesus said, Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; that is the yoke He had Himself. What a yoke, the yoke of love! He stood before His Father and said He could do nothing without Him. He was there for His Fathers will: Not my will, He says, but thine be done. And so the writer of the Revelation says, Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified it, sending by his angel, to his bondman John, Revelation 1: 1. So that those who are serving the Lord are in that position of bondmen. They are amenable and available to the Lord for the great service He has for them. The Lord is thus seen in the book of Revelation in such a time as the present, and in worse times to come. The bondmen who stand true are seen in this book as in triumph; they sing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb; they are victorious over the beast and over the number of his name. The beast and the number of his name are not unknown now; we see now in the drift of things what is meant, especially in the number of his name. But these bondmen have gained a victory over that, they are standing on a sea of glass  victorious transparency  no darkness at all. 

    Well now, this cruse in 2 Kings 2 is a vessel usable for a certain purpose. It is a new one, suggesting any beginning that God makes, whether small or great, whether in an individual conversion or in the formation of a gathering of christians in any given locality; or whether in the beginning of christianity when God was moving out of an ancient system that He had inaugurated Himself and supported to a point. He was departing and inaugurating another order of things, 

    namely, christianity. This new cruse applies in any of these cases. I prefer now to use it in relation to christians, perhaps as christians just going on with the old things called by some distinctive name religiously, dating back for three or four hundred years or even fifteen or sixteen hundred years. In either case it is old, whereas christianity is ever new. The beginning of it in a believer, in a man or woman, is new birth. The Lord Jesus says, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God, John 3: 3. It is from top to bottom a thorough matter; otherwise he cannot see the kingdom of God. How many people in Christendom are put out of court by that, millions of them, because although nominally christians they are not born again and therefore do not fit into the type here. They are not new, and if they are not new, they do not contain any salt. They do not keep their households or themselves from corruption, nor do they influence the locality in which they reside against evil; whereas a real Christian does. He is new. Whatever modifications there may be, one who is born again is new. There is a new principle brought into his being. God has put it there. Elisha demanded a new cruse. The people had it. He did not bring it with him; he might have done so, but the point was to bring out what was in the locality, what was in the place. Did they have a new cruse? Did they have salt? They had both. So far so good, and the question arises whether what is being said applies to each one here. What about this matter of new birth? Nicodemus, although a great man, a great doctor or teacher in Israel, floundered about when the Lord mentioned this. He began with the natural, he was not above the level of the natural; he was incapable of spiritual thoughts although they were in the doctrines that he taught. And so it is today; there are teachers: but Paul says, For if ye should have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet not many fathers, 1 Corinthians 4: 15. There are many who overlook the most important things in what they teach, and one is this matter of new birth. The Lord says to Nicodemus, You are the teacher of Israel and you do not know these things? And then the Lord adds, not to simplify the matter but to develop the spiritual side, Except any one be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God (verse 5). He goes further: That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. It is a spiritual matter, dear brethren, and it is for each to see to it, whether it applies to me, or whether I am eliminated in this matter. 

    So the word is new, the cruse is new. Elisha wanted this one, he asked for it, and it may be the Spirit of God is asking it from someone here. Have you got this new thing? Why this cruse? Well, there were men in the place, the word is not used accidentally. There were sons of the prophets there too; they are not said to be men, although they were such, of course, literally. Indeed, there were said to be among them fifty strong men. But the men of the city are persons sensibly responsible in the place. Now pursuing my thought, I am not speaking for the moment of a locality, but of a person. Each person is responsible in himself, so that he represents in himself the idea of the man or men of the place. The human person is regarded as an institution in Scripture. The apostle Paul works it out in Romans 7: he says, So then I myself with the mind serve Gods law (verse 25). I myself is the responsible being in the institution of his person; and he is resolving certain things. What is he resolving to do? He says, I am going to do the will of God. That is one of the finest resolutions one can make. If you resolve to put it off, it is one of the worst things you can do. This matter of accepting a certain responsibility is of first and last importance for every person. So Paul says, I myself, and it is in that sense I am speaking tonight. The place was Jericho, a well-known city, a historical place, but the men of the city called Elishas attention to it, saying to him, The situation of the city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the land is barren. These are honest men; they are not taking the prophet around to see the sights of the town, and hiding, as I might say, the coarse, corrupt parts, the slums. That is what the flesh will do, but they are not doing that; they are just appealing to him as to what he sees himself. And the prophet sees you just as you are, let there be no mistake about that. If there is a real prophet dealing with you, there is no use hiding anything. It is just as well to be honest with yourself and with the prophet. 

    Take the woman of Samaria, as we often speak of her; we do not know her name but she has a name in heaven, written in the book, quite a notable one, no doubt. It is enough to say she was a woman of Samaria, and she was having dealings with the greatest of prophets. She says, Sir, I see that thou art a prophet, John 4: 19. I see it: why did she use that word? Because she felt the penetrating power of His word. What was that word? Well, He says to her, Go, call thy husband. How much that brings up every time; this marital matter, what a history behind it! Go, call thy husband, and come here; that is, you come with him. That brought the whole story up. She says, I have not a husband. Jesus says, Thou hast well said, I have not a husband; for thou hast had five husbands, and he whom now thou hast is not thy husband: this thou hast spoken truly. She was hiding other things, but the Lord saw the whole matter. The city was by no means pleasant, although she would make much of Samaria. Here they say, The situation of the city is good, as my lord sees. Elisha took in the matter of the site of the city; he also took in its history. A woman called Rahab lived in that city once; she also has a name written in heaven. In manner of life, she was comparable with the woman of Samaria in her unconverted days, but she came under the light of God and was converted. Elisha says nothing about that, but doubtless he knew. He might have said, Oh, yes; this city is pleasant, but what is going on in your city? But they are not hiding anything; they said, but the water is bad, and the land is barren. Truly stated! 

    Well, I am not preaching a gospel sermon, but just bringing in the necessity for this vessel. Is there one in this city that is new? that is, one really converted to God? Can he contain the salt? Is he a man who will corrupt others through his influence, or will he through his influence and example convert or correct others? In this city of Jericho there was such a man as that and they brought him forward. The work of God always begins with what is already there; He begins with His own work and operates from that. How important, therefore, that my constitution shall be just right, that I am born again, that I know my sins forgiven through the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus, that I have the Holy Spirit come down from heaven from Christ, and that I am sealed with the Spirit! If these are so I am new; I am usable here in this place. I am being asked for, I am needed. Think of what a single christian can be, if God takes him up! Or, going back to the real antitype, think of what Jesus was as come down from heaven, how He went to the source of the waters and healed them  for that is what happened. But I am dealing now with a christian, or one who professes to be a christian, and with the question of newness and usableness, of availability for the work of God; of the ability to change my own circumstances, to purify them, to purify the circumstances in the district around me among the brethren. I am not speaking of the world, because the world lies in the wicked one. Let no one ever think it can be reformed or converted or made suitable for God. It is abandoned by God, that is what the world is. Now is the judgment of this world, the Lord says, John 12: 31. I quite admit that God holds it in a particular way at the moment for the sake of the gospel, but it is not getting better and never will be better. God will make a way through it for His people, but it is doomed, and we may as well accept that. Anybody who reads the book of Revelation can see that. So it is a question of helping the brethren; it is whether a vessel is available where there is need of one to be used of God. And what is required is newness. 

    Now this new thing was there in Jericho, the Jerichoites had it, and they had the salt as well. Salt as a type is used by the Lord several times; the passage most applicable to what I am saying is Mark 9: 50, Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another. The Lord says to His disciples, Ye are the salt of the earth. The idea is that the believer can be used of God for purification, for healing the waters  conditions, we will say, in the local meeting, conditions in the christian himself. This is a question of one man, one woman, one person being available to God as constituted new by the work of God, and able to take on this salt, that is, the power of preservation. And so, dear brethren, this matter comes very close to us. The Lord says, Have salt in yourselves. Every gathering of the Lords people requires this admonition. And then again, Let your word be always with grace, seasoned with salt, Colossians 4: 6; that is, whatever you say is to have an element of correction, of preservation, or refusal of corruption. There is no hope of our getting on without this type of conversation. Well now, this cruse is available; the salt is put into it, and Elisha goes to the source of the waters, and the source is purified. It says, Thus saith Jehovah: I have healed these waters: there shall not be from thence any more death or barrenness. And the waters were healed to this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spoke (chapter 2: 21, 22). How remarkable is the recovery in this city! And it is at the initiative of the men, persons who are responsible. Let us accept responsibility! If there is anything wrong, let there be no lack of men to take up the responsibility, to point out the difficulty and then to have what is needed, what is usable by God, for correction. 

    Now to proceed  in the first book of Kings we have the thought of a cruse again. This time the person involved is the widow of Sarepta. She had a cruse in her house; the prophet did not ask for it, he asked for water: Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel (chapter 17: 10). That is, he has there the idea of a vessel in his mind. As I said at the beginning, each christian is a vessel. This time the prophet mentions the word vessel, he does not mention the word cruse first; he mentions the word vessel, meaning that each christian is available for use. When the Israelites came out of Egypt they demanded vessels, or utensils, from the Egyptians, and they gave them to them, meaning that each Israelite that came out of Egypt was himself a utensil; and that is true, dear brethren. There is nothing more true, and nothing more important, than that each one should hold himself as a vessel; as Paul says, That each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honour, 1 Thessalonians 4: 4. 

    Then the prophet asks for a morsel of bread, and the woman says she has a handful of meal in a barrel. She was minimising it, but it was in a good place, in a vessel; and a little oil in a cruse. Now what I want to say about this oil is that it does not fail. I suppose there is not a saint here that has not failed in some sense, but this one does not fail. The word used as to the cruse is that it did not fail, but as to the barrel of meal, that it did not waste. It is a very bad sign if a christian is wasteful. How often it is that we demand much and think we need so-and-so, whereas it is really wasteful. Others are in need and we are wasting what they need. Spiritual matters make it more serious, that I have something that could be of use to the people of God and they are not getting it; I am wasting it, occupied with other things. A man says, Lord, suffer me first to go away and bury my father. But Jesus said to him, Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead, Matthew 8: 21, 22. Do not forget that injunction, whatever else you do or do not do. But the barrel of meal did not waste; it went on. It is a wonderful thing, for it was a time of famine. One could say a great deal about Elijah, what had happened earlier in his life; there is no more interesting history in Scripture than Elijahs. And now in this matter of a vessel, the barrel of meal that did not waste, and the cruse of oil that did not fail  no wastefulness and no failure  I can understand how Elijah would be full of heart in spite of the famine, because God was working. He works to get one brother or one sister who does not waste and who cares for things. The Lord Jesus says, Gather together the fragments which are over and above, that nothing may be lost, John 6: 12. It is a principle of christianity that nothing is to be lost. Not even a word of Samuels fell to the ground. Everything is to be preserved without failure: here is a vessel that goes on and on and increases in power and volume. So the word is, The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! And she went and did according to the word of Elijah; and she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year. The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah. That is, we have facts established; divine facts are being effected every day among us if we can only observe them. Here we have divine facts established, day in and day out, and week in and week out, for the whole period until relief came. The barrel of meal wasted not, and the oil in the cruse did not fail. And they ate, the prophet and the woman and her house  a remarkable thing. She had only her son, she minimises everything; but the Spirit of God calls her and her son a house. God always dignifies our position as we proceed with Him. So the house and the prophet were sustained by the non-waste of the barrel of meal and the non-failure of the oil in the cruse. Each thing is in a vessel. And so, dear brethren, how important to be vessels, each holding his vessel as I said before, unto sanctification and honour! Otherwise it cannot be used. We are to walk with vessels to honour. There are vessels to honour and vessels to dishonour, and the vessels to honour are the ones we are to associate with and the ones God can use. I would not for worlds be other than a vessel to honour, at least having that in mind. Surely God would have us to have that in mind, each holding his vessel unto sanctification and honour. As we dwell on this matter of non-failure and non-wastefulness, one is encouraged at the reality of what there is, what God has effected in persons at the present time, however small. That is the principle in these scriptures. However small the thing is, it is such as is of God, and if God can make that one thing genuine. He can make a million genuine. He makes a universe according to Christ. It is the smallness of Gods things and the bigness of Gods things. 

    Now when we come to chapter 19 we get Elijah fleeing from a wicked woman, Jezebel, because she had threatened to slay him, and according to what I read, he himself went a days journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a certain broom-bush, and requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough: now, Jehovah, take my life; for I am not better than my fathers. And he lay down and slept under the broom-bush. And behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. He was lying down, but there was a cake baken on coals and a cruse of water at his head. 

    And he ate and drank, and lay down again. And the angel of Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. What I have to say about this cruse and these cakes and these hot stones and this angel, all attending on the prophet, dear brethren, is that they together, and particularly the cruse, represent the providential ways of God with His people; a side that we sometimes overlook. And this service of God extends to wayward christians as well as to faithful christians. God never withdraws His eye from His people. As someone has said, If you turn away from God, He will shine on your back. That is our God. As you will remember, the Lord Jesus went after the two that turned away from the truth according to Lukes account and went off to Emmaus. He joined them on their way, but their eyes were holden so as not to know him. That was, as it were, providential. God never withdraws His eye from us. Let us never give up heart. If some have elected to give up the light and depart, the Lord would say to us, Will ye also go away? What an appeal! Some had gone; John says From that time many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him, John 6: 66. What an awful thing! But then, as I said, those two from Emmaus were real at the bottom and the Lord went with them. He walked, I suppose, eight miles or so each way to secure those two. And they walked the same distance, thank God for that. As soon as they got a touch in their hearts they returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven. 

    I say all that because Elijah here is a wayward Christian; he is fleeing from a wicked woman because she has threatened to kill him. But then, he had just stood up against eight hundred prophets and slain them. Why should he be afraid of a woman? His heart gave out, as with many. God could have supported him; God could have kept Jezebel from killing him. Faith would have stood as bold as a lion, that turneth not away for any. Elijah really was that, but he failed. He is fleeing and saying to God, Kill me Yourself. Well, whether God killed him through Jezebel, or killed him Himself, the difference would not be very great, although I would rather fall into the hands of the Lord than into the hands of a wicked woman like Jezebel; but still, he would be killed. But God had other thoughts, and He has other thoughts about some of us here tonight. So there are providential circumstances in your history as you look back on it, and if they are providential, they are from God. The angel here represents what is providential. God has many things He can use in favour of His people and the first and greatest agency is angels; I mean in these providential matters. Now-a-days one is reminded of the many things God is using to preserve His people. He used the waters around Great Britain to preserve His people there. That is what I believe. He did it Himself. He can use other waters to preserve the saints, and I pray that He may. There is a great distance from the centre of opposition down to New Zealand and Australia; it is a long way, and that long way is in their favour; God may use it providentially. He uses rivers and mountains and weather; He uses snow and frost and He sends rain on the earth. God uses all these things. Why should I not ask Him to do it? Most of us do. But then, He has the greatest things, the angels of His power. The Lord says, Or thinkest thou that I cannot now call upon my Father, and he will furnish me more than twelve legions of angels? Matthew 26: 53. Think of the power of that! In that sense we hardly realize what power is, dear brethren. The angels of His might, what one angel can do! One angel can take even Satan himself and bind him with a chain. That is what one angel can do, and we do not know how many there are. We never hear of a census of angels, but there are myriads; and it says the Lord is coming with them, the holy myriads. What an army! No foul language there, no murderous spirit; they are holy angels, holy myriads. 

    Well, now, I refer to that because of this angel. What he is doing here is to bake a cake for a wayward Christian, or believer, and he is filling the cruse  some sort of a flask, I suppose  with water, and putting the cake and the cruse of water right down at the head of the wayward believer. Then he wakens him up, as it says, And he lay down and slept under the broom-brush. And behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! as much as to say, Get up for breakfast. What a thought for heaven to have! Because this came from heaven, it is a providential matter. There are thousands of these providential matters that sometimes we ignore, but they are really from God. They may be little things, but they are really from God, and it is for us to be on the alert, even if we are away from God. We should be on the alert for little things  it may be in danger on the sea or the battlefield  and see what God may do to save us. How many times this has been proved in these places of danger! And so it is that the angel is tending Elijah, and awakens him, as much as to say, Get up and eat your breakfast. There was a cake, a hot one, prepared carefully and providentially, and the cruse of water. It was not very much, but it was providentially Gods care for his erring child. Then the second time he lay down and went to sleep, and the angel waked him up again. He does not call him by name, he just says, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. What tender words! If any one here has turned away from God, you may be sure the journey is too great for you. You may think you can get along by yourself, but you will find the journey is too great for you. And yet God says, Take this food I am providing for you. He would remind you of His love for you. It is the same God that gave Jesus for you that is giving you these cakes and the cruse of water, to testify that He has not changed. His love for you is the same. I could say much about the outcome, and how Elijah returned to his great service and was finally received up into heaven. He was the second to be so taken  Enoch being the first  and he appeared on the mount of transfiguration, talking to Jesus. So that we may well take him as an example of Gods care, how God brings His erring child back to the true path and makes a great servant of him. May God bless the word! 
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    THE PROPHETS (2) (JT 54)

    1 Kings 17

    JTSome further remarks are needed to clarify the passages read this forenoon in the New Testament before we proceed to this chapter. The account in Luke 9 stresses the humanity of Moses and Elias; they were two men, which would be intended to remind us, as to Elijah, that he was not a mythical personage, but a real man, in truth, a heavenly man. Matthew 17:10 - 13 confirms that he is to come. The disciples asked, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first have come? And he answering said to them, Elias indeed comes first and will restore all things. But I say unto you that Elias has already come, and they have not known him, but have done unto him whatever they would. Thus also the Son of man is about to suffer from them. Then the disciples understood that he spoke to them of John the baptist. The Lord confirms the Old Testament prophecy as to Elias, who indeed comes first and will restore all things. So that much of what we may call mystical truth arises in the mind as to Elijah; first, that he is actually now a real man, What his occupation may be we have to leave, just as we have to leave the statement as to the Lord that He is received in heaven pending certain coming events. Of course it is said that the Lord is at the right hand of God, but that is general; it is not a specific statement as to His position, but a place of great honour and power. Mark says He sat there. He is operating in relation to the disciples and what they are doing. But as to what Elias is doing there is nothing said. He is said here to be a man, and he appeared with Moses talking with Jesus. It says in Luke 9:30, And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias. It is no question of mere apparition, but actual persons, two men talking with Jesus. It seems as if there is instruction in this as to the present state of things in heaven. We spoke this morning of certain who came out of their tombs after the Lord arose, and entered into the holy city and appeared unto many. 

    CAMIt says that Elijah restores all things. That is a remarkable statement. Matthew seems to agree with what you are calling attention to in Acts 3, the restoring of all things, and then the Lord comes. 

    JTWhat he is doing now is the mysterious side for us; also where Abraham is according to the Lords references in Luke 16; and then what we have as to Moses here, one of the two men; one of them having gone to heaven without dying and the other being concealed by God in burial, Michael contending with the devil about His body. I am referring to Scripture, the very suggestions of which are food for holy thought. It is clear the Spirit of God intends that we should be impressed with the fact that they were two men and that they appeared: And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias. There is no question as to this, it is a fact  who were Moses and Elias, who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. The speaking is all on their side, they were two men talking with Jesus. It goes on to say they appeared in glory, and we are told what they were speaking about: they spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. That is, they are presented to us as persons fully fitted, representing a prime thought in this great scene next to the fact of Jesus being there and changed. 

    CAMMarks gospel, which we regard as a prophetic gospel, puts Elias first. Would you say that shows that these personalities have some present effect on the saints? 

    JTWell, Lukes account is to stress especially the persons and their importance at the time. Mark 9:4 says, there appeared to them Elias with Moses, that is, Moses really has the first place; the preposition with shows that Elias is there with the great mediator. But Luke says Moses and Elias. That is very greatly stressed. It is not the existence of persons who were once Moses and Elias, they are really the persons themselves. The persons were there as men and they talked with Jesus and spoke of His departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. The existence of these men is seen here in heavenly glory, clearly not presented in any mythical or mere apparitional condition, but literal persons. 

    HBIs that emphasised by the note which reads, who were no other than? 

    JTYes, no other than the very persons. The Spirit of God would tell us that the very persons were there. 

    GMcPMatthew and Mark leave out the word men. 

    JTLuke stresses the idea of humanity. He does it again in the appearance in chapter 24, two men suddenly stood by them in shining raiment; the context, however, indicates that these were angels, and so also the two men ... in white in Acts 1. But Moses and Elias were real men. They appeared in glory and talked with Jesus about an event that was to happen in His own history. 

    AATI notice it is worded that His death was to be accomplished. That is not the way we customarily speak about death. 

    JTIt is his departure. Of course, it is death, but it is a going out of the position. It is really the word exodus: they spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem; it was an actual exodus that was in mind. Really the whole book of Exodus is involved in the Lords going out. 

    AATIs it not said rightly of His departure that He had ability to accomplish it? That could not be said of us. 

    JTYes; the word accomplish is a full word. It is not a mere effort, it is a strong word under special circumstances. 

    ABPWould not the disciples be impressed with the way Moses and Elias could speak with the Lord about this great matter, and would they not have a sense of who the Lord was as being with Him in that way? It would always keep them humble in regard of any place they had in the testimony. 

    JTJust so. The fact is that the whole matter is for them. While He was praying the disciples were with Him (verse 18). Then again in verse 28: And it came to pass after these words, about eight days, that taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different and his raiment white and effulgent. And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. That is, the appearing was for them. The Lord had said that some should not taste death until they shall have seen the kingdom of God; what happened was for them. The great scene was brought in for them, and they surely would take account of it and speak of it afterwards, as Peter does in his second letter. He speaks of it most beautifully and touchingly, that they were eyewitnesses of his majesty (2 Peter 1:16). The thing took place for them so that they might be witnesses to it for others. 

    CAMThe Lord would not have to open up things to those two great persons. They would have a full knowledge of the death of Christ and of all that He had to do. 

    JTHow well able they were to speak about it! Peter and the others could not speak about it as they did. They were speaking to Himself about it, and surely that is to remind us of the intelligence they had. 

    FCVerse 28 says, after these words, that is, after the words that There are some of those standing here who shall not taste death until they shall have seen the kingdom of God. Is it to fix our minds on this matter of words, referring to what the Lord had said, that it is all one matter? 

    JTExactly. And it came to pass after these words, about eight days, that taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. The thing happened in regard of the words, it is one whole. Surely the disciples, in subsequent relations and conversations with one another would dwell on these two persons and the intelligence and liberty they had in speaking with the Lord. 

    JBMoses and Elias are known by Peter, but his intelligence is not great enough to know why they are there. It does not say who told him their identity but he knows them. 

    JTYes The Spirit of God through Luke says, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure. Then Peter says, let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. That is, Peter knew the persons. It was intended that they should be apprehended by Peter and the others. 

    JWDAre you looking at these as special cases, or are you inferring that others apprehend them in a corporeal way now in heaven? 

    JTCertainly; I am inferring that Enoch is in heaven, and these two, and those that arose and entered into the holy city and appeared to many after the Lord arose from the dead. 

    JWDDo you think it is especially to bring out some feature of the dispensation? 

    JTI think the intent is that we might know that eternal conditions have already begun. We are already in the light of the fact that eternal conditions have begun, and men are in them and enjoying them. 

    AATYou refer to these two as men. I thought a man had three parts, body, soul, and spirit. Do you think they were men after and before this appearing? 

    JTLuke stresses that point. It is specified that they were actually Moses and actually Elias. 

    TWMoses had been buried. 

    JTThat is a mysterious fact, too, and God buried him. No one knows where he was buried, only we are told there was a conflict: that Michael contended for the body of Moses. I do not infer anything different as to Moses, only the facts recorded suggest a thought as to whether God acted specially in this case in view of the mount of Transfiguration. 

    GMcPIs it your thought that we should arrive at manhood now, and enjoy eternal conditions in the assembly? 

    JTQuite so. You do not want to enter in as a boy but as a mature person. You want to be able to share in that scene. 

    SRMcCIs not that what James stresses, that Elias was a man of like passions to ourselves? 

    JTThat is a point not to be omitted; James implies that he was not a mythical man. He was a real man like ourselves, a man of like passions to ourselves. Now he is in the glory, a real man. When we see him presently he will be as real as any of us. 

    RWSWe speak Gods wisdom in a mystery. Even the speaking is a mystery; and then the apostle goes on to say God has hidden it: that hidden wisdom which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory (1 Corinthians 2:7). Would that bear on the subject? We are so natural, and these mysterious things require spirituality, do they not? 

    JTWell, in this scene the idea of divine testimony is that the real thing is presented. There were two persons who were Moses and Elias, and they appeared in glory and were talking with Jesus. Surely the intent is testimony. If there were a million men it would be the same thing  testimony as to what is there and what will be there eternally. That testimony is brought to us by Peter and others but it is brought to us so that it shall affect us, because that is the divine purpose. I am sure the idea is to bring out that the thing exists. Eternal conditions exist, and the Spirit of God is here with a perfect knowledge of their existence and is telling us that we are coming in touch with them now in the assembly; not that we come in touch literally with our brethren who are gone, but Christianity involves what is real. 

    ALWould you help us as to this thought of appearing in glory? Moses and Elias, who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure. Later it says, Peter and those with him were oppressed with sleep: but having fully awoke up they saw his glory. Is their glory linked only with the Lords presence? 

    JTWell, it is there; and then they are withdrawn and the Lord comes back and is seen in normal conditions in testimony down here. But their presence is important; the scene is important as bearing on what real Christianity is. It is a heavenly matter already effected through Christs resurrection and presence in heaven. 

    ALIs the reference to Moses and Elias as two men representative of the heavenly? 

    JTQuite so. They are representative of the heavenly. Such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones; not Jesus alone but they also are heavenly. So it is a real thing already existent above, it is only a matter of adding others. The thing is already there, is already set up. 

    JWDWill the status of those of the assembly be greater than that of Moses and Elias? 

    JTWell, that is another matter. It is a great fact that such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones. And as we have borne the image of the one made of dust, we shall bear also the image of the heavenly one. The apostle sees the thing in those men. Clearly those forming the assembly have a unique place, and Moses and Elias have not part in it, as Matthew 11:11 shows. 

    JHEPeter, as having the Spirit later on, could speak intelligently of the Lord in the glory. He had seen Him on the holy mount. 

    JTQuite so. It is well to notice the language he uses; it is the acme of Peters language. He was about to put off his tabernacle and to enter into that eternal world, too, only in a disembodied state. He says, For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eye-witnesses of his majesty (2 Peter 1:16). It was with the natural eyes. There was no change in the disciples; they were the men that were actually here in the Lords company in everyday life. Peter says further, For he received from God the Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight; and this voice we heard uttered from heaven, being with him on the holy mountain. All that is to make Christianity known to us as it is in heaven. These words I am speaking of really mean that it already exists in heaven. 

    JRHThe note as to eyewitnesses confirms what you say, admitted into immediate vision of the glory, a word used for full initiation into the mysteries. 

    JTVery good, that is the note to the passage in Peter. The idea is that we should be initiated into things. Peter does not allude to this before; he never speaks of the Lord as seen in this way except here. But he is letting us into the Pauline truth, and that he is a witness to it himself. Paul tells us later that he also is a witness, not in what he saw but rather in what he heard, which converges on the same thing. 

    RemAll this would greatly accredit the ministry of these two men. They were talking with Jesus, not with Peter and the others; but their ministry would still speak. The ministry that comes from Elijah in the book of Kings would speak to us with a loud voice. It links up with this majesty. 

    JTYes; we shall see more of that later, what he and Elisha did together, how they walked and talked together. The point to impress us now is that eternal conditions have already taken effect. They are not simply future, they have already become a fact, and what we are going on with down here is of a piece with what is up there. Such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones (1 Corinthians 15:48). 

    JRHLuke 1 speaks of the spirit and power of Elias. These will be seen in him personally. 

    JTYes; that was alluding to John the baptist, how he walked in power. It was the impersonation of Elijah in John the baptist. We have to bear these things in mind. The Lord says he will certainly come and restore all things. 

    CAMIn our service Godward we sing hymns written by such a one as J.N.D. and we sing them with the knowledge that that great servant knew the Lord intimately; we voice that knowledge and it forms part of the service. The knowledge that he had of Christ is in the saints now. 

    JTChristianity implies what is effected from heaven, although affected as by the Spirit down here. The last Adam is a life-giving Spirit and He is operating up there in relation to the whole assembly; so that things are going on. We have limitations. But we are not intruding into things we have not seen in speaking of these matters, because the Spirit of God bears witness of what is up there. 

    GMcPDoes Stephens outlook help us? 

    JTHe did not see anyone but Christ, but Peter and John saw others. They saw real men that, we are told, were in the days of their flesh of like passions to ourselves. These are up there, and it is only a step until we too shall be there. What is going on in the assembly now is of a piece with all that. Compare John 14:18,19. 

    AP-fAre they different from the three men who appeared to Abraham in the tent door? 

    JTThey are different, certainly. I would say the suggestion there is Deity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit coming to Abraham; we are plainly told that One was the Lord and the other two were angels, but the primary thought is three Persons together. The intent is to impress us with the thought of God pending the time of the incarnation, when there would be full revelation in the Father and the Son. 

    AATIs there any instruction in the fact that Peter talked about the three tabernacles? I was wondering whether that is the negative side. 

    JTWell, it is the negative side. It is a man who did not know what he was saying. There is a good deal of that; we say things we do not understand. Not knowing what he said (Luke 9:33). He ought to have known. Why should Peter put the Lord Jesus on the same level as Moses and Elias? 

    He did not do that according to what we have in his last letter; he makes no reference there at all to the tabernacles of Moses and Elias. They are not objects of worship. The greatest saint, the greatest angel, is not an object of worship. This condemns the whole Romish system. 

    ABPWould this regulate us in relation to impulses? In meetings we often feel that we should like to say something, but that in itself is not sufficient. Should we not analyse impulses, as to whether they are merely mental connections or whether the Spirit is behind them? 

    JTYes. Peter was inspired later in his epistles, but here he does not know what he is saying. It is idolatrous to put the Lord on the same level as Moses and Elias. 

    HPWould you say this departure is to have a bearing on us? As Elisha takes up the ministry of Elijah it is a question of his departure, and Elisha asks for a double portion of Elijahs spirit. It should be granted if he saw him go up. Did the point of departure spoken of here have an effect on Peter, John and James? 

    JTThey were to have part in the Spirit of Jesus. Philippians 1:19 speaks of the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Is that what you were thinking of? 

    HPAnd lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. The disciples would take account of what was being talked about. Then in 2 Kings 2:9,10 Elisha is to take on the ministry of Elijah: And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee. Elisha saw him caught up and he would have an impression of a man in heaven, would he not? Elijah was a real man caught up into heaven. 

    JTQuite so. How very real the whole matter was! 

    JTJrThe service of Moses and Elias is finished as far as the earth is concerned, but what is in them now is substance and what they said would be weighty. This would help those three men in what they were going to say and it would help us in our meetings in what we say. 

    DrWAlthough the vision was real, the manner of exit of these two men was rather mystical just as our manner of departure from this world will be mystical. 

    JTThe thing to be impressed with is that they were there. It was not a mere apparition; it was real. The men appeared and Peter saw them with his natural eyes, the very eyes he always used. 

    FCIn relation to his own words and departure, Peter says they had not followed cleverly imagined fables (2 Peter 1:16). This incident would be real over against fables and imagination. 

    JTShowing that we are of a piece with it all. The Christian system includes the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. John 4 shows how individuals like the woman of Samaria come into it. Of course, we have all come into it; and the presence of the Spirit in us makes it possible that we already have part in eternal conditions, but not as to our bodies. We are awaiting the redemption of our bodies, that is one side; but the other side is sonship and all that is already existent. 

    JWDIt says they talked with Him which is greater than talking to Him. 

    RWSShould each assembly service yield some touch of these eternal conditions? 

    JTYes. The more spiritual we are the more it is so. J.N.D. says: And see, the Spirits power Has oped the heavnly door. (74:5) 

    CAMWhat had the Lord in mind by saying they should not taste death until they saw this remarkable matter? 

    JTI think it is to show that Christianity has come in in men of flesh and blood like ourselves. The apostles and others should not taste of death until they saw this; therefore apostolic testimony is valid. It is not simply a person that has risen and gone into heaven, but the point is that Christianity has come in in men like ourselves in flesh and blood, and that the testimony to that is in these three men. They did not taste death until they had seen the transfiguration. It is mentioned in the three synoptic gospels: Mark 9:1 says, the kingdom of God come in power; and Luke 9:27 says, the kingdom of God. He had seen it in itself, in all its environs and ramifications. New birth enables us to see it, and so also as to all the testimony that we have in men in flesh and blood conditions. 

    JWDWhat about the scripture in 1 John 3:2, What we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is? Would that infer something further than Luke? 

    JTI think it is further than the transfiguration. It is not what He shall be but what we shall be. That is to say, what we are going on with now is in flesh and blood conditions; Christianity is at present in that, so that what we shall be is not a matter of manifestation. Christianity was set up here in men like ourselves, that is, in the apostles; but at the same time heavenly conditions are already existent up there in these Old Testament saints. 

    JH-tDo the words, they kept silence, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen, link on with what you are saying about the conditions needed for the opening up of these heavenly things? In those days conditions were not suited. Did it await the coming in of the Spirit and conditions as they are among us now for the opening up of these things? 

    JTQuite so. Christianity requires the Spirit down here. But what has been said as to the scripture that what we shall be has not yet been manifested, is not to be passed by. I would not say that what we shall be is fully manifested in Moses and Elias. They represent the heavenly saints, but there is more than that to be seen in heavenly saints. Christ in glory is the full expression of what we shall be, we shall be like him for we shall see him as he is. That is Christianity in the full thought, so that we shall be changed into the image of His body of glory. The likeness of the present body of Jesus above is what we are to be changed to; that is what we are waiting for. When we shall see Him we shall be like Him. What we have here on the mount of Transfiguration is not just that; it does not say more than that it is the kingdom of God come in power. But full Christianity was still a secret because it was still a mystery hidden in God. 

    GMcPWhen the apostle speaks of heavenly places does he have something like this in mind, that which corresponds to heaven? 

    JTYes. The expression heavenly places is only in Ephesians, I believe; it is peculiar, and would appear to convey that the thing we are brought to is very near. It is not simply heaven, but heavenly places. We have in Genesis 1 the word expanse, it is an addition to what is in the first verse, that In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. We are told that the expanse was in the second days work; it would appear to reach down to where we are and include the atmospheric heavens where they saw the Lord go up. 

    JRHWould it be right to say the transfiguration is the full height of display? 

    JTOf course, we must bear in mind that the display is of the kingdom; more particularly in Matthew, the Son of man coming in His kingdom. Sonship is there: Such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight; and this voice we heard uttered from heaven being with him on the holy mountain. But, although the heavenly saints are there it is only as filling out the scene, not as a family. Peter could say much more in his epistle than he could before the Spirit came down, but he confines himself to what the prophetic eye could see, stressing the majesty of the King in Sonship. 

    QuesHow does this compare with Paul being caught up? 

    JTWell, they are corresponding ideas. If we were to hear Peter and Paul talk about their experiences, would Peter not speak to Paul of all that he experienced on the mount? Paul, in his first visit to Peter, remained with him for fifteen days. Can we not imagine that they talked about that? Paul could not then say anything to Peter about his experience in Paradise, but suppose we think of them later talking together: Paul would say, I heard wonderful things, Peter; things which it is not lawful for a man to utter (2 Corinthians 12:4). But he was there in Paradise, and surely something remained with him to affect him in his testimony. I think in that way the Lord encourages us to go in for heavenly things  for ecstasy, and for part in the things we shall soon be brought into. 

    JHEWould it be right to say that Paul in spirit never left Paradise? 

    JTIn spirit  that, of course, is a modification; 

    but we must remember Paul was a man like ourselves. It is said of Elias that he was a man of like passions to ourselves. We must leave room for what the brethren are able to do; but undoubtedly Paul never lost the impression of what he received up there. 

    JBHow does John on the isle of Patmos fit in with this? 

    JTWell, he was in the Spirit (Revelation 1:10). I would say that is an actual state that belongs to a spiritual man, but what he saw was a vision. What the apostles saw on the mount is more than what is ordinarily called a vision; it was a vision of course, but it was a scene of real persons. In the first chapter of Revelation John says, I became in the Spirit on the Lords day, but in the fourth chapter he is taken up to heaven. I do not suppose he was taken up in a literal sense; Paul was literally taken up, but John does not speak of himself as if he was physically taken up. The difference between an actual sight and a vision is that the vision may all happen while you are asleep; God may cause you to see things then. But the mount of Transfiguration is more than that; it involves seeing these two men so that there should be real witnesses of them down here. 

    CAMAs to this matter of sonship and the way it impressed Peter  in his second epistle he speaks of prophecy and immediately after that of holy men of God. Do you think this matter of the truth of sonship is awakened in us through prophecy? Is there a link there? I was wondering whether the prophetic ministry such as in the chapter read, 1 Kings 17, would show that prophecy has great power to bring sonship into conscious reality. 

    JTYes, I would say that, prophetic ministry as we have it in John 4. There is point in what the woman discerned: Sir, I see that thou art a prophet. Prophetic ministry is not only the foretelling of events, but bringing God into the soul, and exposing ones self to ones self, to prepare him for the heavenly things which are involved in the Spirit  the springing well in John 4. 

    FCAlthough Pauls experience would be special, do you think we are entitled in measure to go in for what he had? 

    JTI do not see why not. We can at least say that ecstasy was possible in the beginning; indeed that it was nothing so very extraordinary. It says of Peter that an ecstasy came upon him (Acts 10:10), as if he had had such experiences before. If these things were then, if the apostles had them, they belong to Christianity. 

    JWDDo you think Isaiah 6 is a vision or a reality? You do not think the prophet actually came in touch with the seraphim and so forth? 

    JTI do not think so; I would think it was a vision. He tells us, however, that the year Uzziah died he saw the Lord. I think that was just a vision, as Genesis 15 also was; there God spoke to Abraham in a vision. 

    JTJrI suppose Genesis 14 would hardly be a vision  Melchisedec, an actual person, was there, a king. Indeed, a whole system of things was there. 

    JTMelchisedec is spoken of as a real person in Hebrews. Surely the suggestion in what has come before us is that we should be awake to the fact that Christianity involves these things, and that the Holy Spirit is here personally and ready to serve us and use us. Any experiences of this kind, however small comparatively, only increase the reality of Christianity and assembly service and make us more fitted for it. It is a question of what the Spirit can do for us. 

    CNWe read of the two olive trees and the two lamps which stand before the Lord of the earth, in Zechariah 4 and Revelation 11. Is the idea of standing before the Lord of the earth connected with what you have in mind? 

    JTWe have there what has been already touched on, the impersonation of Elijah. These two witnesses contemplated in Revelation act like Elijah and cause the heaven to be shut up that no rain may fall, and fire to go out of their mouth. We shall have to touch on that later, as to how Elijah may be coming in. The book of Revelation contemplates how he will come in, not so much in his person but in his ministry. These two witnesses suggest to us what is coming as corresponding to Elijah. 

    CNTherefore it would fit in with Peters testimony in Acts 3, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord. 

    JTThat is all future, and Elijah is going to have part in it according to Malachi. We have a formal statement in Malachi 4:5 alluded to by the Lord: Behold, I send unto you Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and terrible day of Jehovah. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. That is a mystery that is to come. Scripture does not say much of Elijah having to do with children, but Malachi implied that he will serve children specially. 

    TWWhy does the Lord Jesus in Matthew 17 refer to John the baptist as Elijah? 

    JTBecause he was Elijah if the state of the people was such as to receive it. So that the impersonation of the ministry awaits certain conditions and therefore the matter is still open  that is, what is coming in view of the times of refreshing, and the great care that will be taken of children. Elijah will be a childrens man; he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers. It is very important that the hearts of the children shall be turned to their fathers. Children are rebellious now, but in the future there is going to be a powerful ministry bearing on children, indeed, bearing on the whole family. 

    GHI suppose what Moses and Elijah represent in the way of ministry always continues to the end. 

    JTNot always; they do link with each other, however. Personally they are only seen together on the mount of Transfiguration. Elijahs ministry is calling people back to the law; that is what we need today  the recovery of right principles. Moses was the mediator, to bring in divine principles, but Elijah seeks to bring Israel back to principles they have departed from, and he does bring them back according to what we see later. Also, as we have seen, he is going to do great things among the children according to the book of Malachi. All that opens up a great deal as to how ministry may be repeated. Elisha was very much like Elijah in his ministry. 

    CAMI suppose that is seen in the prince of the house of David in Ezekiel. There will be one like David by and by. 

    JTQuite so, Ezekiel has one who is called David the prince; not the literal David; no doubt it is Jesus. 

    CAMThis shows that in all these personalities it is Christ in some way. 

    JTWe should not be ashamed of imitating a brother if he is like Christ. Elisha surely acted like his master in much of his service, so that in that way there is a continuation of Elijah in the ministry. If a man is impressed with ministry and takes it on, God would use him in that sense. 

    CAMDo you not think that in those cases it is necessary for the love element to be very prominent? It is no use to take on anothers ministry in a mental way. I am trying to guard the fact that you might have great respect for a ministry and yet bring it out to advertise yourself. All that comes to grief. There is such a thing as Paul handing on to his son Timothy what he had taught. 

    JTThat is what we see in Elisha calling Elijah his father: My father, my father! These are respectful terms, and you can see how God would honour that in Elisha. He was greatly impressed with his father; he poured water on Elijahs hands  evidently that he might serve better. 
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    1 Kings 17:1 - 24

    JTWe began these readings with Acts 3 where we are told by the Spirit that the heavens must receive the Lord Jesus until the times of the restitution of all things, of which God has spoken by His prophets. The suggestion was made that the prophets being thus mentioned and the times to which they pointed, that is, the times of refreshing which are to come, we might look into the general position in that respect, considering Elijah and Elisha to clarify the subject. We considered the Lord viewed in the Acts as received into heaven until the times of the restitution of all things. He is thus there and, while not on His own throne, He is occupied. The book of Acts and the epistles would unfold in due course how He is employed now in this provisional time until He takes up the government of the universe, including the earth, and sits on His own throne. This led us to considerable inquiry into Luke 9 and Matthew 17, which chapters tell us of the holy mount of Transfiguration; but the point especially in mind was in Luke 9, that Moses and Elias appeared in glory. They appeared as identified, not simply as figurative persons or persons that might be ordinarily seen in a vision; they were real, being referred to as men, talking with the Lord about His departure which He should accomplish at Jerusalem, facts which open up a wide theme as to what exists now in heaven. The divine thought is already reached. Although the resurrection in its full sense has not yet taken place, yet some have been raised and some have gone to heaven without having died; so that eternal conditions are already effected, the Lord indeed having said in John 14:2, I go to prepare you a place. The Lord is ready, but in the interim much is being done, according to Acts 3. Indeed, the greatest things are being effected, namely, the calling out of the assembly, its formation and service. Pauls doctrine enters into all this, so that we understand on the one hand what is already literally in heaven, and on the other what is of a piece with it here. Christianity involves that the purposes of God are in principle already effected, and that the services of God are proceeding already in a spiritual way here, although those who have part in them are still in conditions of blood and flesh. Nevertheless we reach finality, what is in heaven and what is here by the Spirit implying this; all is, in principle, effected. 

    We did not really touch this chapter (1 Kings 17) at our last reading, so we have read it again that we might see how Elijah himself, who is said by James to be a man of like passions to ourselves, was taken up by God; and what he had to experience in order to enter into the full service that was in mind for him. This chapter takes him up on that line: And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. It opens up to us certain facts relative not only to Elijahs service but to his discipline and education. Although he is taken up in a certain sense as a symbolic man, pointing to what is coming, and is seen impersonated by others in the prophets and also in the New Testament, yet he was a man of like passions to ourselves. His services were carried on on the principle of dependence on God, for it is said by James that he prayed with prayer and God shut up the heavens for three years and six months in answer to his prayer. He prayed again and the heavens gave rain. Now we are in a chapter in which this great prophet and servant is before us as an example of how the service of God is to be carried on, and what the experiences of the servant are as dependent on God. 

    AATIs it not a principle with God that the servant is educated for the service beforehand? 

    JTThat is particularly so with Elijah. He is said to have been of the inhabitants of Gilead, the suggestion in that statement being that outwardly he was not an extraordinary man, he was just one of the inhabitants of Gilead. Gilead was not relatively a distinguished place. The designation the Tishbite does not seem to add any special distinction to Elijah. Jephthah belonged to Gilead, too, but he was primarily a sort of freebooter. Therefore that section of the country would be somewhat rough and crude, without any special human culture or distinction. Nevertheless Elijah appears from those circumstances without any notice beforehand and just says, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. It is as if he represents what God can do sovereignly in a servant without human aid or education. That he could say that he stood before Jehovah the God of Israel affords immense importance to what Elijah said. 

    RWSThe verse we read in Acts connects the prophetic speaking with the restoring of all things. Is Elijah connected more with our day than with the day when all things will be restored? 

    JTWell, he is a prophet. He represents prophetic service exercised sovereignly, that is, God takes him up sovereignly. Properly his service, according to the facts in the New Testament and even in Malachi, will be largely in relation to the coming day, the millennium or what precedes it. As with all other servants seen in that connection he is a model and example for us, James presenting him in that very way. He prayed and God answered his prayer. Why not let it be so with us? The point here is not so much the burden of his service or prophecy, but that God has taken him up sovereignly and he is able to speak with confidence that certain things will happen. The intent is that King Ahab should be impressed with what this man is, and it is for each of us to take the matter up on those lines, so that whatever our ordinary circumstances may be we may learn to depend on God and to be confident in His service. 

    JBIs there any instruction in the fact that the prophecy of Joshua is fulfilled in the end of chapter 16 before Elijah is spoken of in chapter 17? 

    JTThere is. It is a solemn thing that in Ahabs day, hundreds of years after it was pronounced, a curse is fulfilled. In his days Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho. Joshua had spoken about this; there was a curse attached to it, so it is said he laid its foundation in Abiram his first-born, and set up its gates in Segub his youngest, according to the word of Jehovah which he spoke through Joshua the son of Nun. That is a solemn fact. It precedes our chapter, but it reminds us how a curse can be executed even after long years if will is active. In that case it was according to the word of Jehovah, not simply that Joshua had said it. Here, however, Elijah says, except by my word, and I think, therefore, we are to learn how to be assured in our service that God is helping us. God is working with us so that we may be confident that what we are saying is in principle according to the mind of God, for it surely must be that in some sense. We cannot attempt to labour in a haphazard way or on the principle of venture, but with the sense of assurance. So Elijah says here, except by my word. He had been praying to God according to James, though just an ordinary man as we see here  a man from Gilead. 

    FCIs that in line with what they say of the Lord, Search and look, that no prophet arises out of Galilee? It was an untoward place for anyone to come from. 

    JTYes, there are such places; and through my own experience I know that the brethren sometimes think little or nothing of those who come from certain localities; but God would say that wherever human judgment arrives at such a conclusion He will deny it and show it is otherwise. God determines. As we had yesterday, there were seven assemblies in Asia. The Jewish mind would say, If there are seven assemblies selected they must be on Jewish territory; that land must have priority. That is really how matters stood. But the assumption to priority is denied by spiritual history; it existed at one time in the history of Israel, but it does not any more. God has gone out among the Gentiles and He has selected the seven assemblies to which the Lord writes in the small province of Asia. 

    AMWould Mark 16 indicate that we should have faith and be on the same lines as Elijah? 

    JTThat is the teaching of the gospel of Mark; the Lord reproached them in that scripture; He found them without faith, and that is a serious situation that Mark contemplates at the end. From Mark 16:9 to the end is a doubtful passage in the minds of certain persons who think they know, but these verses are Scripture and they particularly stress unbelief. So it is said (verse 12), after these things he was manifested in another form to two of them as they walked, going into the country; and they went and brought word to the rest; neither did they believe them. Other evidences of unbelief are previously mentioned; then it goes on, Afterwards as they lay at table he was manifested to the eleven, and reproached them with their unbelief and hardness of heart. These persons were favoured more than any others and this is the way the Lord had to deal with them; and it is for us to enquire in the present day as to whether we have faith. If we are attempting to serve we must be on the watch for this; He reproached them because they had not believed those who had seen him risen. The Lord goes on to say, Go into all the world, and preach the glad tidings to all the creation. He that believes (that is, faith is stressed in this gospel peculiarly) and is baptised shall be saved, and he that disbelieves shall be condemned. And these signs shall follow those that have believed: in my name they shall cast out demons; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they should drink any deadly thing it shall not injure them; they shall lay hands upon the infirm, and they shall be well. That is the position in Mark and surely it has a voice. Elijah believed; he must have had experience with God, training in the school of God, although it is not stated. James tells us hundreds of years later that he prayed and God answered him. 

    AMSo you would say if we have faith we can be on this line? 

    JTYes. Without faith it is impossible to please God. That applies to the whole faith period which began when the Lord Jesus went up and the heavens received Him. That is the time we are in now. It is a waiting period, a provisional period, but it is the church period, and great things are being done and being done this very day. 

    AMWould you say certain things are fixed, the state of certain persons is fixed by the Lord? Paul says he prayed three times but the Lord said, My grace is sufficient for thee. 

    JTThat is right. If a man is filthy, let him be filthy still. We get that statement and others like it in the book of Revelation. If our gospel be hid, Paul says, it is hid to those that are lost, and that is fixed, too. 

    GMcPAs Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand: does this indicate there is something of moral worth in Elijah in that he can stand before God, as linking up with Luke 9, Peter James and John with the Lord on the mount? 

    JTBefore whom I stand would mean that Elijah is in the position of a servant, one standing before Jehovah. It would be for Jehovah to send him. Before whom I stand alludes to the attitude of service, but the service can only be taken up by divine appointment. 

    ABAt the end of the previous chapter the fulfilment of the prophecy of Joshua is presented in a historical way; but the name of Elijah means whose God is Jehovah; he has a present link with God even though there is a historical side, too. 

    JTQuite so, he has a present link. It is not whose God was, it is whose God is; so in his prayer at the end of the chapter it says, And he ... cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God. His name involves whose God is Jehovah, and Elijah is claiming that and God owns it. So it says, And Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came into him again, and he lived. Elijah had prayed for the soul to come back, and Jehovah uses the same word to show how God moves with us in our prayers and exercises. 

    JTJrDo you think Elijah was in a sense outside the regular service of the prophets in Israel? He seems to be something special over against the prophets that were under Obadiah, that Obadiah preserved. Was he distinctive over against what might assume to have priority? 

    JTI think so, and not only that, but he was beyond the range of Jezebel. He, alas! failed in general as to that, but he really was beyond the range of Jezebel. Obadiah speaks of the prophets he had hidden, fifty in a cave. He takes pains to tell Elijah that he did that and that he fed them with bread and water. But I think God is finding in this prophet a man who is outside the range of Jezebel, and God is saying today that His prophets, His ministry, are outside her range. There was a time when it was not so; the Middle Ages were marked by Jezebels power and the ministry was restricted, almost hidden, almost blotted out, you might say. But God has come in and taken it out of the range of Jezebel. Of course in England after the Reformation there was a certain attempt to restrict ministry, and even later, but God has taken it out of the range of that. Prophetic ministry is now free and I think it is very wonderful that God has brought it about. The Atlantic Charter makes room for liberty for the Christian and for the Bible, and we ought to thank God for that. 

    CAMDo you think the restoration of this son of the widow is typically one of the items in connection with the restoring of all things? 

    JTI think that is a good suggestion. The chapter really opens with the history of Elijah himself and has in mind how the restoration of all things will be effected; particularly in the resurrection, that the souls of persons come back. Someone said to me years ago  discrediting this country, and with some justice  It is a place where men have no souls and the birds do not sing. It is a soulless condition of things, whereas Christianity involves souls. 

    CAMI suppose that would be the Jericho idea of things, where from the eldest to the youngest they perish under a curse; but this is a marvellous revival. 

    JTI think what is set out in the history of Elijah in this chapter shows what God can do. It begins with the ravens and then takes up a woman. The ravens were used in the east, but this woman lived in the west, in a Canaanitish district. Jehovah says, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. As regards the ravens it says, Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the torrent; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. The torrent means that the water comes of itself. And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the torrent. That is how God looked after him, by the ravens and the torrent. But now he has to go across the country to see how God can provide for him there. And it came to pass after a while that the torrent dried up, for there had been no rain in the land. Of course we have to refer back to his prayer in that respect, how he has to suffer with the others, but God is showing him how He will continue to care for him. And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, Arise, go to Zarephath, which is by Zidon, and abide there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. It is a very full word, to maintain thee, and it is to be carried out by a person already under divine command. I think we are encouraged in this chapter, if in any way in Gods service, to pray and to count on God even for details. 

    QuesDoes this bear on the need of household hospitality, especially as Pauls ministry comes in in the movements of the testimony? I had in mind that Paul requires households, lodgings and care, which would connect with what we had yesterday, love among the brethren over against the ravens. 

    JTYes, especially in regard to Asia. I do not know whether the polygamy prevailing in the east may not be hindering the gospel; whether referring to Asia  the continent generally  the conditions Elijah found in the east may not allude to what has come about in the sufferings of humanity through the arrangement that disregards the marriage institution. 

    This woman is a widow. She lived in the west near Zidon, and she is under divine command. She has a son and she is industrious because Elijah finds her occupied as he reaches the town. It is said, And he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the entrance of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks. She is the first one that he met apparently, and she is industriously occupied with work for herself and her son. 

    ABPWhy did she think she was about to die if she had been commanded to maintain the prophet? 

    JTShe has to learn with the prophet. The ravens are not to learn from him nor does he influence the torrent, but he can by word and example help and serve this woman and her son. I think it is the family that is to be noticed, it is a family matter. The head is not there; he is dead, for she is a widow; but she is true to her responsibility which is most important as to households, that persons should be true to their responsibilities. 

    RWSIt puts a great responsibility upon our sisters with children whose husbands are now in military service. 

    JTYes. God loves a person who takes up his responsibilities; and if He has ordered in His government that these increase, I am sure He is especially pleased with sisters who are taking up the burdens caused by their husbands absence. This chapter would encourage them. In that way they are in widowhood with children to look after, but God is telling us that He helps them and looks after them. This woman is industrious, although more or less in unbelief; still she is doing something with her son in mind. 

    ABPWhat light does the Lord throw on this in His word that There were many widows in Israel ... and to none of them was Elias sent but to Sarepta (Luke 4:25,26)? 

    JTI think it is Gods sovereign way of going beyond those who might assume to be in privilege. The same thing applies to Naaman. There were many lepers in Israel, but God went out to a man in Syria. I suppose we know more about the globe today than ever before, as to what God has down here, what rights He has. The thought is that we should be broadened, thinking not only of the nations but of men as such. 

    ABIn the first instance it is creation connected with the raven and the brook, but in the second instance it is the widow who is commanded, and she has water which would be scarce in Israel at that time. 

    JTYes, she has water, oil, and meal; and she not only has these things but she is keeping them where they should be kept, that is, in vessels. She is a careful person. We are very often careless in the way we hold our property whereas she has things in vessels. 

    ABPDoes this correspond to a widow indeed that Paul refers to in 1 Timothy 5:5? 

    JTQuite so. But notice she is very industrious in caring for her one son as well as for herself. She is in unbelief, she is gathering a few sticks to cook what she has and die, but the testimony requires that she shall live. She has to wait to see how it is to come about, but we can see that it does come about. It is a yearly matter, too. 

    CAMWhat is mysterious enters into the chapter in that way. Often you do not know how things are going to work out but in due time God works them out in a marvellous way. 

    JTQuite so. She did not do any budgeting; what she had she was going to eat, and then die. She made no provision for a minute later, whereas there is a whole year provided for by God. 

    ABPWould you say that such would not have been the case if she had not come into touch with Elijah? Would it indicate how important the ministry is, that the saints may live and go forward? 

    JTShe might have died, but faith is not using any ifs. The light of God has come in. It is a question of faith, as we had in Mark, and that is the point with Elijah, a man of faith. Now he has come in touch with a widow and the truth develops through him; she and her house are provided for for a year. He says to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me; and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! That is, it was a period that Elijah already had had to do with. 

    JH-tThis woman tells Elijah what she is going to do and he does not correct her, but he brings in this idea of putting first things first: Go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first. 

    JTThat is very important to come to, but we ought to stress this point that we are on  what she has and what she is doing in view of it. It is only a small thought, and she was thinking of dying immediately, but she had the things where they should be, in vessels. Then it is said, The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! And she went and did according to the word of Elijah; and she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year. The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah. That is, now we are in the presence of the divine economy and what God is doing, and He is doing it through His selected vessel. Now the woman comes under the word of the selected vessel and she is in it; they are all in it. It is an economy, a house, and she is called the mistress of it. All that is important as to the service of God. 

    JRHDo you think she is receiving a prophet in the name of a prophet? 

    JTWell, she was commanded, of course. The divine command enters into it. Matthew 10:41 says, He that receives a prophet in the name of a prophet, he is stressing the name of a prophet; and even the name of a disciple is important. Names are important if they have their origin in God. 

    JRHI was thinking of the matter of hospitality in relation to the testimony. 

    JTJust so; it is a question at first of the ravens and the torrent, and now of a widow that God has selected Himself, who is under His command; and what she is to do is a full thought  she is to maintain Elijah. She is to do it according to the divine command and to do it well; but then, she is helped to do it well and that is the principle of the divine economy. We are brought into it on the principle of faith and we learn to do things properly; as we come into the service of God let us learn to do things properly, carefully and industriously. Then we get dignity and we get help in the house itself; we read of the mistress and the son. Finally we see how she is learning: she says, I know ... that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. That is, God has things according to divine appointment. Everything in the divine economy is according to appointment, it is not haphazard, and it is for us to come into it and see what regulates it. 

    ABPAre these Philadelphian conditions, hold fast what thou hast (Revelation 3:11)? There is no restitution of Ephesian conditions, but the meal is in the barrel and the oil is in the cruse. The whole idea is in mind although there is only a small outward indication of what might be there. 

    JTThou hast a little, quite so. This woman had something. 

    CNWould it be right to regard this woman as a figure of the assembly, and that the prophetic word or ministry brings to light the restitution of all things? Is she a figure of the assembly which requires the prophetic word to bring to light the resources God has? 

    JTThat is good. What has been remarked about Philadelphia is also very suggestive. As to these two prophets, it is remarkable how the characteristics of Elijah work out in Elisha. He has to do with a widow, too; he says to her, what hast thou in the house? (2 Kings 4:2). She had a little and she had to borrow vessels, but this woman already had them. She had the cruse and the barrel. It is most important that we have things that correspond to these. So the Lord says, Have ye anything here to eat? (Luke 24:41). Again, what had they when the five thousand were to be fed? It was just a little, but they had it. The Lord takes up what there is; it is what belongs to Him. 

    JWDWould the mistress idea be a local thought? 

    JTI suppose so; it is not a term applied to the ruling of a kingdom. There are terms that have to be understood; here it is mistress as corresponding to the word master, but restricted to the idea of the house. 

    JWDIt would seem to be limited to a household in a locality. 

    JTYes; and I suppose we may look at the local assembly in some sense as a household that each has to do with; but here it is the mistress of the house. 

    RCDoes this woman indicate a repentant state when she says, I have not a cake? She says what she has not; she owns her position, as suggestive of a true sense of what was in her. 

    JTWell, we have to wait for a later word as to repentance, that is, when she brings up the matter of sins; the question of sins must come up with her. She says in verse 18, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come to me to call mine iniquity to remembrance, and to slay my son? I am only speaking of that to show the order of the truth. The question of sins has to come up in these circumstances because we cannot evade the matter of our sins and how they are brought to remembrance, whether by sickness or by a prophetic word. She is affected morally now. Earlier it was a question of her property; she was an industrious person, keeping things properly; now she comes into the benefit of divine intervention. As God approaches us He carries things with Him that are needed, and He has His property here. 

    QuesWould the prophetic word show us how to make a little cake? There seems to be more than just an ordinary suggestion of dressing a little meal and a little oil and eating. 

    JTWould that not bring in and enlarge the idea of the economy into which she is brought? Elijah alludes to her ability. When it was a question of Joseph selecting his five brothers to bring before Pharaoh, Pharaoh recognised them and raised the question of their ability, what they could do. He said he could use them. This woman has a little meal and oil; it is said, a widow woman was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. That does not require very much skill. And she went to fetch it, and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first. It seems to me that we are reminded that God would use us according to what ability we may have. Not only have we material, but ability to use it or make it usable. 

    SMcCIt seems interesting that when the servant is in power the household institution or economy is brought into this matter of making a cake; but when the servant is in weakness and marked by breakdown, it is miraculously provided on the hot stones  the cake and the water in chapter 19. 

    JTVery good; Elijah is in harder circumstances there. He is talking about dying. Where did he learn that? He is not simply thinking of dying by hunger, he asked God to take away his life. That is a poor situation. It seems to me we are all challenged in these Bible readings as to where we are. What have you in the house? If you are a Christian, what have you? You ought to be able to say to the Lord, Can you make it usable? The little maid in Naamans house had information about a man in Israel. The world is being opened up to us today; it is remarkable what we hear of Gods work around the globe these days. This little maid had the most precious knowledge the Syrians could have had at that particular time, knowledge that was needed, and she is very feeling about it. We are in a day of small things, a Philadelphian day, but we have a little strength; and whatever we have, can we not as belonging to an economy learn to use it? Let us learn to pray to God about the little we have and see if we cannot have a little more skill in using it. If this woman had not had some baking skill she could hardly have answered to the prophets request, Make me thereof a little cake first. 

    JTJrIt would give us a proper outlook, which is needed in our households and in our local assemblies. The woman says she is going to eat and die. That is a poor outlook for a Christian. 

    JTQuite so. Outlook is a fine word. God is opening up such thoughts and enlarging them for us. When Paul was about to be taken in Damascus he was let down through a window. A basket was used to let him down, but in the window he had undoubtedly the suggestion of an outlook. I believe there is a great outlook now and God would have us to see from afar off. People forget they are purged from their former sins; they cannot see afar off; they have not gone on with the truth. This poor woman could not see afar off, she saw only to death. 

    ABPIs she in one sense taken out of Sardis conditions, strengthen the things that remain which are about to die (Revelation 3:2), and placed in Philadelphian conditions? 

    JTYes. Sardis conditions are very narrow, people cannot see much there. I believe Philadelphia corresponds with Ephesus. Hope revives in those conditions. 

    RWSIt is a long time for this man of God to be in one house, a whole year. Is there something in that for us? 

    JTIt must have been very exercising and in a way irksome. When you go around in the Lords service you have to face conditions in households where you cannot cultivate priestly skill to get the best they have! I think Elijah must have gone through serious exercise in this house for a whole year. 

    MOWhy is it that in this instance the moral side comes into view last, whereas in John 4 the Lord raises it first in regard to the woman? 

    JTWell, it was raised. He said to her, Go, 

    call thy husband, and that brought out the truth as to her and she says, I see that thou art a prophet. Then he calls her Woman, as if she did not deserve that name before, she had degraded it. But this one was already called a widow woman, she had not degraded the name. It is most important that families should be preserved; but at the same time there may be conditions inwardly that perhaps we have not found out, that we all have to find out. That is what God has in mind as to this womans iniquity. 

    GMcPWould the upper chamber suggest the Ephesian position? 

    JTWell, it may be moral elevation, it is called an upper chamber. Elijah took the womans son there; he must be revived in the conditions of the dispensation. If I am to be in the economy let me learn to be in it, and in the conditions that belong to it. Elisha had that in mind when he had to do with the Shunammites son; he had in his room a little more comfort: a table, and a seat, and a lamp-stand, but the Shunammites boy was revived there. So we are to learn that the circumstances in which the light comes to us are those of reproach and suffering; let us learn that, even if we are children, but growing up in the light. 

    MOSo Elijah says, Give me thy son. 

    JTQuite so, he took him from his mothers bosom, away from the natural into his circumstances, into the upper chamber, or loft as translated in the Authorised Version. 

    SRMcCWhat is the idea of stretching himself upon him three times? 

    JTIt is the idea of identification. It would mean the Lord Jesus identifying Himself with us in manhood; His vicarious work is carried out as Man. 

    JH-tWhat would you say is the difference between the house and this loft? There are certain questions arising among the brethren such as the matter of conscience; it is not to be decided in any locality or by any meeting. Would you say the light comes through prophetic ministry? 

    JTYes. The whole point now is that the ministers, whether Christ or those He sends, are identified with the economy. If anything is to happen, a revival or a recovery from sickness, it is on those lines. So that here the sick son of the woman is taken out of the natural source of influence. 

    JBWould you say Dorcas in the Acts was taken out of natural conditions? 

    JTQuite so, that is, after she died. But here Elijah takes the boy out of his mothers bosom; she had to hand him over to Elijah because it is a question of Gods representation in a servant. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. It goes on to say he cried to Jehovah, he has to go back to prayer, and he says, Jehovah, my God. He is in direct relation with God as His servant. Hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again! Notice that  how he understands spirit, soul and body, as Mary, the Lords mother, did. And Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah  it is not the voice of the mother here, but of Elijah, God honouring His servant and using the word soul, the very word Elijah used  and the soul of the child came into him again, and he lived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and delivered him to his mother; and Elijah said, See, thy son lives. So we can see what an exercise Elijah went through, and how in view of the restoration of all things life is brought back, the principle of life from among the dead. The boys soul is brought back. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers (Malachi 4:6). 

    FCIt says, Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah. Do you think the mans personality is in mind? As you say, it is not the voice of the mother. There is something that God can take account of in the man. 

    JTQuite so; it is a question of the mediatorial system; one Man, Christ Jesus. That all comes in here with the idea of soul. The Lord speaks of it as to Himself, Now is my soul troubled (John 12:27). 

    JWDDo you think the Lords supper is largely a soul matter  that part of what we are spiritually that involves spiritual feelings, sensibilities and affections? 

    JTI am sure that is so. We have already remarked about the soulless character of things in this country. People are callous and hard, fathers, mothers and children, too. This boys soul is brought back to him, and doubtless he would now think more of his mother than ever before. 

    HBWould you bring in the principle here of death works in us, but life in you (2 Corinthians 4:12)? 

    JTYou mean death worked in Elijah? Just so. He went through the thing with God. 

    ABIs there a moral procedure here in this woman? First she is spoken of as a widow woman, then she is called attention to as the mistress; but in relation to the recovery from death the Spirit of God says the child was delivered to his mother. It is a mother and a son. In the last verse the widow says, I know that thou art a man of God. 

    JTYes, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. What a result in her! As sisters come to see the ones whom God is using and honour them, God brings these things about. The chapter is to adjust the whole position, so that we have Elijah now capable of the great service that comes in later. 

    JRHIs there a link between this womans declaration and what the disciples said to the Lord, thou hast words of life eternal; and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God (John 6:68,69)? 

    JTThey had come to that, we have believed and known. They had arrived at that some time before, but here the answer is instantaneous: she says, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. The immediate result of this particular matter, this miracle of the child being revived and his soul coming back to him, is that the woman of the house knows things; she says, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. She comes into knowledge of this kind through experience. It is the kind of knowledge that stays with us and forms us. 
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    THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD (JT 55)

    1 Kings 17: 1; 1 Kings 18: 1 - 3; 1 Kings 19: 12 - 21

    JTIt is thought that we may be helped in considering the sovereignty of God. Elijah peculiarly represents this great principle, both in his ministry and in himself personally; and then it is seen negatively in him, because Jehovah says, Yet I have left myself seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth that hath not kissed him, 1 Kings 19: 18. This latter will come in at the end of our inquiry  what God does for Himself in His sovereign activities. It has a particular application now, in view of the revival in our own times. There has been a breakdown as in Elijahs day, but God came in for the recovery of the truth and the great movement is continuing. He shows in 1 Kings 19 how He, in Elijahs day, proceeded. Although Elijah had failed, God would use him again and would also use others  Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha. 

    WRWhy does the Lord bring this thought of sovereignty in in connection with His initial public speaking in Luke? 

    JTHe refers to both Elijah and Elisha. The thought of sovereignty has a great place in Gods testimony, and particularly in the well-known occurrence at Nazareth, where the Lord both read and spoke. He read a scripture, and then called attention to the principle of sovereignty. There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, so that a great famine came upon all the land, and to none of them was Elias sent but to Sarepta of Sidonia, to a woman that was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed but Naaman the Syrian, Luke 4: 25 - 27. The principle ran along as the testimony extended out to the gentiles through Peter, in Acts 10; and then through Paul. 

    RWSWhy is Elijah introduced so abruptly in this book? 

    JTWell, I think what we are saying is important. God is not always obliged to give an account of His matters. Of Moses He gives an extended account, including his parentage and the circumstances of his infancy, but as for Aaron, we only hear of him as he was about eighty-three years of age. Gods ways involve suddenness in induction into the ministry of persons who have not been active in a prominent way. On the other hand, others are marked off from their childhood. Paul said of himself, But ... God, who set me apart even from my mothers womb, Galatians 1: 15. But it is said of Elijah, And Elijah the Tishbite (his first introduction) of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word, chapter 17: 1. Although this is the first mention of him, it is indicated that he had earlier secret history with God. James tells us that he had prayed about the rain. 

    WWMDo you think in regard to Elijah, when God tells him that he is to anoint the king of Syria, the king of Israel, and the prophet Elisha, that He is suggesting His sovereignty in relation to every sphere of the world? 

    JTQuite so; it comes out here in these two men: Hazael and Jehu, neither of whom was yet much known, and then the third, Elisha, also obscure; but, as you say, they represent different spheres of human life. 

    RWSDo public conditions in the world and the general state of the brethren in any way bring to light or influence Gods sovereignty? Do worldly conditions amongst the saints and idolatry cause God to bring in His vessels chosen sovereignly? 

    JTThere can be no doubt but that He is ever ready to resort to sovereignty, and the conditions you allude to, seen here, require a prophet; so that we have a man not hitherto mentioned, who speaks of himself to the leading man, Ahab, and declares that there should be no rain nor dew except by his word. Why should one man be brought forward in this way? Why did God not just say that there should be the withholding of rain and dew for a given time? But it is not that. It is except by the prophets word, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word, chapter 17: 1. It is not exactly a question now of God, or even of rain, but of who this man is. Who is this man? Why should he speak so confidently? 

    FHLJust what is the link with such a man being raptured, and then appearing on the holy mount and, according to Malachi, appearing in service in the day to come? 

    JTThat brings to light his after history, showing that God can overcome a failure in a brother whom He had sovereignly used, and that He could use him afterwards; He could use him even after he had handed in his resignation. Elijah went all the way to Horeb to do this, as if he felt he should signalise the act by being at the mount of God. And God might have allowed the matter to thus stand, but He did not. He used Elijah again, as we have seen, to anoint these three men, and He used him again in various other services, and then He took him up to heaven. Later he comes out on the mount of transfiguration, and then again, as you say, he is sent to turn the heart of the fathers to the children and the heart of the children to their fathers. I think all this should be very encouraging to us who have some little part in the service. I am not, of course, suggesting that we should fail, but even if we do, God can take us on again according to His rights in mercy. 

    ACThat is what Ananias had to learn. He reminded the Lord that Saul had persecuted the assembly, but he had to learn the sovereignty of God in selecting him, did he not? 

    JTQuite so; he could not abide the thought that such a man as Saul could be used, but the Lord says, This man is an elect vessel to me, Acts 9: 15. That meant that sovereignty entered into His choice. 

    TEHDoes the matter of praying enter into what is before us, because Elijah evidently prayed twice in relation to this great exercise? 

    JTQuite so; and we are not told about his prayers as to the rain until we come to the New Testament. How much God can hold back, and how much He has held back! For instance, we hear nothing in Genesis of Enochs prophecy, but we hear about it in Jude. And the names of the servants of Pharaoh who withstood Moses are not given until we come to the New Testament: Jannes and Jambres. How much God can keep back, and yet, according to His wisdom, how much He has told us beforehand! 

    JTJrElijahs word in chapter 17: 1 is authoritative. There must have been something behind the words to enable him to be so bold. 

    JTTimes arise when we must have authority in the ministry; so it is said that the Lord spoke with authority  For he taught them as having authority, Matthew 7: 29. Surely it is part of Gods sovereign right to bring forward a man who can do that. It required boldness to stand up to this king. He was a wicked man but still a man that might be feared, but here is a man who stands up and says to him, There shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. But, as we have noted, he prayed. That part was then secret. But had he not been a praying man, you can hardly assume that he would have such boldness. He had had to do with God in prayer, and God had had to do with him in appointing power. 

    APTThe Lord said to Ananias, of Paul, Behold, he is praying, Acts 9: 11. I suppose that essential characteristic was anticipated in his appointment. 

    JTThat he prayed was the Lords recommendation of Saul to Ananias. 

    AATI notice in Luke 4 that the Lord spoke with authority and with power. Does that combination come in here  that Elijah had authority and also power in connection with the rain? 

    JTYes. He had power with God and with man. The Spirit of God reserves the account of the prayers until New Testament times. Evidently James was suitable to speak of the great power Elijah had through prayer. Even a matter like the account of a prayer might require a person who could speak of it. 

    FHLElijah prayed with prayer. 

    JTYes. There is a good deal of criticism about things current at the present time. Among them are the length of prayers in our meetings, and absenteeism from local gatherings by brothers who are away preaching. The local position is weakened by their almost constant absence. Of course, gift divinely provided should be used, but care for the assembly is also needed and it should not be neglected. Eldership and gift may be in the same brother and they should not overshadow each other. But the matter of Elijahs prayer should not be regarded as a mere incident. The fact that he had prayed with prayer and with great results, and that it is not related in Scripture until James, shows that there must be something special in it. It is clear that God keeps things back until the time arrives in which they can be brought forth with most profit, and by the suitable person. 

    FNWWhy is there more said in the historical record about the second prayer, when the rain came? 

    JTWhen on Carmel Elijah put his face between his knees, you mean? That incident is to be noted. He had already said There is a sound of abundance of rain. The general thought, however, was kept back. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a thing, Proverbs 25: 2. It was the glory of God to conceal for all those centuries the fact that Elijah prayed with prayer that it should not rain. Elias was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with prayer that it should not rain; and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months; and again he prayed, and the heaven gave rain, James 5: 17, 18. God is showing that it was not an ordinary prayer. It was a prayer to be regarded in a special way. Therefore, not only the words, but the spirit of prayer, I would think, is involved. 

    ANWWhat does James refer to when he speaks of him as a man of like passions to us? Does that mean he is capable of failure? 

    JTQuite so; not like the Lord Jesus who was a divine Person, nor even an angel. I suppose it is a reminder that if there is need of praying, we should pray. A matter concealed by God so many centuries involves glory, and it is glory for kings to search it out. That is the idea of what we are trying to do today. And the searching brings out what a man Elijah was. Surely all this is intended to come into our prayer meetings at the present time. 

    TEHElijah directed his servant to look toward the sea seven times, and the seventh time he saw the cloud. This must have had a forceful effect on his soul. 

    JTIt shows that he would wait on God in his exercises. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he bowed down on the earth, and put his face between his knees. And he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh time that he said, Behold, there is a cloud, small as a mans hand, arising out of the sea, chapter 18: 42 - 44. That would show that he did not stop too soon. Paul said he sought the Lord three times about a certain thing. And the Lord Himself prayed three times to His Father that if it were possible, the cup might pass from Him. Elijah sends seven times. I suppose there is something in it for us to learn as to our prayers. If we do not get an answer the first time, ask twice or more. If kings are searching out they will find something; and that is what we are seeking as to Elijahs prayers. Clearly they were spiritual and urgent. 

    GLShould we not know whether prayer should be persevered in? 

    JTWell. John says, There is a sin to death I do not say of that that he should make a request, 1 John 5: 16. But he also says, And this is the boldness which we have towards him, that if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him (verses 14, 15). 

    FNWIn verse 41 we read that Elijah said to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain. 

    JTYes; the sound would be assurance that rain was coming, and of course that encouraged him in his prayer. 

    RWSWould praying three times refer more to what is personal, and the seven times allude more to something that would be for the assembly? 

    JTWell, the example the Lord furnishes in Gethsemane and Pauls remark as to the thorn in the flesh would somewhat support that. If, as so often happens, you are not getting what you ask for, you learn that you are not to get it and you stop praying for it. Paul decided that the thorn in the flesh was not to be removed, and he ceased praying for its removal. Clearly there are conditions like that. This, however, needs spiritual discernment. 

    ANWAnd there are other matters which may involve the assembly and you give Him no rest. 

    JTQuite so; you keep on asking for certain things all the time; indeed we are enjoined to pray unceasingly, 1 Thessalonians 5: 17. That is a general word to us, but then John helps us as to what can or cannot be prayed for. In one case he is indefinite: I do not say of that that he should make a request. That is for you to decide. Many ask counsel about this and that, and it is evident that they have not been definitely with God about it. In such cases it is wise to cast them on God so that they may arrive at the truth as worked out with Him. If any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not, and it shall be given to him, James 1: 5. 

    FHLWhen Abraham prayed about Sodom, he asked six times. 

    JTYes; God did not stop, but Abraham did when he got down to ten righteous. The incarnation of Christ shows how much can be effected on account of a Righteous Man. 

    RWSWould there be something important in Elijahs name, meaning whose God is Jehovah? I suppose that suggests that if this name characterised us we would not be unduly seeking counsel of others; we would have the answers ourselves from God. 

    JTThat is right. There are many questions being asked, and of course we should be ready to help each other, but very often one feels it is right to put the thing back on the person who is seeking counsel: he has access to God and the circumstances are immediately his. Why should God pass him by? 

    Now, to get on with our subject, we cannot speak in detail of Elijahs history, but chapter 17 certainly opens up many precious suggestions as to one in the Lords service, and how God in His sovereignty prepares the way for him, telling him where to go, and how he will be provided for. Then chapter 18 says, And it came to pass after many days, that the word of Jehovah came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself to Ahab. That would be a deep concern to the prophet  Go, shew thyself, for Ahab had power in his hand to do him harm. One is challenged as to what his appearance suggests to others; how it affects others. 

    JTJrDo you have in mind that the man himself was in the full power of his gift, because the chapter brings out the wisdom he had and the power there was in what he said, whereas all this changed in chapter 19? I wondered whether the gift is included in the person. He shows himself. 

    JTWell, it is really a challenging matter  after many days. It reverts to his experiences at the Jordan and at Sarepta; what exercises he had for a whole year in this womans house, and what he was conscious of in his own experience with God in it all; what he had to go through, especially in relation to the widow herself and her son. And now after all these many days what is he thinking about as to himself? Has he grown, and has he more confidence in his service than the man whom he faces? He had previously spoken to Ahab, and now what will be the outcome of showing himself to Ahab? God is acting sovereignly and in persons who could express the idea of his sovereign activities. Is this vessel suitable? Is he one that God can rely upon? How would he affect Ahab? What impression would he make on Ahab? We have also the strengthening word to Elijah, And I will send rain upon the face of the earth (verse 1). There is much that should be helpful to us all as to the personal consciousness we may have of what we are as vessels. You may say, I do not want to think of myself, but God is thinking about you as one of His vessels, and each of us is to consider how we represent God in what we are  what we are by His grace. 

    DPI was wondering whether this second approach of Elijah to Ahab would require more courage on his part than the first one. 

    JTQuite so; I was thinking of that. Go, shew thyself to Ahab  the great monarch, as we might call him, for the moment. And then we have to think of Elijah, what he had been privately, and how he is to show up in the presence of Ahab. 

    RWSHe had been, according to chapter 17, suffering as in the public conditions due to the famine, and then he is praying publicly in chapter 18. Would that equip him morally to face Ahab? 

    JTI think that is the way to look at it  his extraordinary experience with the ravens at the Jordan, and then the experience at Sarepta with the woman whose son was restored, which apparently he had to go through to reach the divine result. Now it is a question of the man himself as having experienced all this. Jehovah said, Go, shew thyself to Ahab. Then we have the matter of Obadiah, and what kind of man he was; how he had continued with Ahab, but he thought of the servants of Jehovah, the prophets of God, and had kept them in a cave. 

    FHLWould Peter have anything of this in mind in Acts at the Beautiful gate, when he said, Look on us? 

    JTThat fits in. So it is a question of what impression any one of us would make as a representative of God in His service. 

    DPIs the personality of Elijah involved in his showing himself? 

    JTIt is personality. We do not want to be egotistical, of course, but at the same time there is the idea of your ego; I, myself; what you are in this sense in the testimony of God. The Lord calls Paul an elect vessel to me. So He would not be ashamed of him. What a man he was! How pleasing he must have been to the Lord! 

    FNWHe could say to Agrippa, Such as I also am. 

    GVDIs there not in a measure some of this going on now, this showing ourselves before kings, in the way in which our younger brethren are being called upon in a public way? 

    JTThat is the idea, that they are called upon to show themselves before persons of distinction. We might call them kings because they are representative of God in an administrative way; and the brothers in the forces are representative of God in a spiritual sense. 

    JHHWas Obadiah not up to showing himself? 

    JTYou will notice that the Spirit of God gives us a record about him first. And Ahab called Obadiah, who was the steward of his house; and now we have a bracket: (Now Obadiah feared Jehovah greatly; and it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of Jehovah, that Obadiah took a hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and maintained them with bread and water), chapter 18: 3, 4. That is put down there. And then the Spirit proceeds with the narrative, in which we are told more about this man. Later he tells us about himself, which is remarkable. When he meets Elijah, he says, Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of Jehovah, how I hid a hundred men of Jehovahs prophets by fifty in a cave, and maintained them with bread and water? (verse 13). He was conscious of being a man of note; that he had done something. He had hid one hundred prophets in a cave, and was saying to Elijah, Do you not know that? Of course, we must note that here Obadiah is concerned about his life. 

    TEHWe may be able to help our young brothers as to what they put down on paper, but they will have to appear themselves, counting on God in view of their own experience with Him relative to it. 

    JTYes. They are summoned to the Board and asked questions, and it is a very real test, but I think God is greatly interested in what comes out. 

    DPDo the sovereignty of God and the government of God run along together? 

    JTQuite so; that is what enters into the whole history. What a man Jehovah had in Elijah, and what a man Jehovah is dealing with in Ahab! He has chosen His man to deal with him, and he is successful. 

    TEHDo you understand by my word that it is left with the prophet? 

    JTIt is to bring out, I think, the man himself; that he could say that; it must involve that he had to do with God, just as Moses had to do with God. Elijah had to do with God in prayer, and it characterised him  whose God is Jehovah is the meaning of his name. 

    RWSDoes sovereignty apply to gift or to the whole vessel? 

    JTTo the whole vessel. Balaam said some of the most wonderful things, but there was nothing in the vessel at all. It is God taking up any vessel and compelling him to serve, but that is not the idea in Elijah. He is formed secretly  whose God is Jehovah. That could not be said of Balaam or anybody like him. 

    I think we might now refer to chapter 19, to the remnant that God had reserved to Himself, of which apparently Elijah did not know  a humbling thing. 

    JTJrDid you connect Elijahs breakdown with the present position? 

    JTYes. I think there is at this moment a striking counterpart to it. We may well thank God for it in this broken day. God is still carrying on His testimony, and it is through the persons He has reserved for Himself. 

    APTVerse 9 says, And behold, the word of Jehovah came to him, and he said to him, What doest thou here, Elijah? And in chapter 17 it also says, And the word of Jehovah came to him (verse 2). 

    JTThis chapter is remarkable as bringing out how far the servant had gone. He is failing, and God is saying to him, I am going to care for you even in the failure. And Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, So do the gods to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time! And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. And he himself went a days journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a certain broom-bush, and requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough: now, Jehovah, take my life; for I am not better than my fathers. And he lay down and slept under the broom-bush (verses 2 - 4). I just refer to the earlier remarks of the Spirit about his failure; how God follows him up. God is saying to us, He is an elect vessel, but he is failing, and I am going to go with him  a very touching thing. He provides for him two meals in one day, and Elijah went in the strength of that food for forty days to mount Horeb. Elijah is resigning his commission. But God is, we may say, going through with him, and so he becomes reinstated. With a view to this we have the three elements of divine power mentioned: the wind, the earthquake and the fire, and then it is said: And after the fire, a soft gentle voice  a beautiful touch as to Gods patience with any vessel whom God has selected, who may have broken down. He is coming to him in the breakdown so as to carry him through. 

    ANWDo you look at the anointing of Elisha as a governmental answer to Elijahs failure? 

    JTThat Elisha was anointed first is presented as Elijahs action without any reason given. It is remarkable that Elisha is the last mentioned but he is the first one that Elijah anoints. It is clear that Elijah is not governed by jealousy. If he were, he would not anoint first the one specified to be prophet in his stead. It seems as if God would leave it to him. What will he do now? Here are these three men, and he goes first to the one mentioned last, who is to be in his stead, as Jehovah says, Go, return on thy way ... and ... anoint Hazael king over Syria; and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint prophet in thy stead  and he goes to anoint Elisha first. Jehovah does not tell him to do that. 

    GVDWould it suggest that Gods first thought in sovereignty is the welfare of His people? 

    JTThat is what comes out, and the moral greatness of the man is again coming into evidence; there is power in his mantle, and the manner of his approach to Elisha brings this fact out. He does not say anything to him; he simply casts his mantle on him, and Elisha is influenced by it. 

    WWMWould you say that God can help in weakness, but not where there is will at work? 

    JTYes. 

    FHLGod telling him that He has seven thousand left in Israel that had now bowed to Baal must have affected the prophet. 

    JTYes. That is another matter that enters into the present time  what God had reserved for himself. And they belonged to Israel. 

    WRThat is confirmed in Romans 11. 

    JTIt was the divine answer to Elijah  a very fine phrase. I have left myself seven thousand in Israel. God has done it, and it is a principle that He maintains now. The remnant belongs to the original. 

    WRThus, then, in the present time also there has been a remnant according to election of grace, Romans 11: 5. 

    JTAnd God says it is of the assembly. He is not going out of it. He is not choosing anything outside, but He has left it to Himself. Elijah has not known of it. 

    APTWould Elisha represent the principle of the election of grace? 

    JTQuite so. He represents grace. Elijah comes to him first with the idea of the power of his mantle. Elisha was a man in ordinary affairs. He was ploughing. Elisha says, I want to kiss my father and my mother, but Elijah says, What have I done to thee? 

    RWSJust where is Elijah adjusted? He had said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts (verse 14). And then in verse 15, And Jehovah said to him, Go. Is adjustment in that? 

    JTGo, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus. It is in the imperative, and then in verse 19: And he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat. That shows he is now moving according to the divine mind. He is moving under divine orders, and that is where you are conscious of being right. 

    RemThe first two names mentioned are more directly connected with judgment. 

    JTI think it is all ordered divinely, for the vessel of grace is anointed first, and brought into Gods service in the remarkable way mentioned. 

    Elijah casts his mantle on him. Elisha says to Elijah: Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and I will follow thee. But notice, he had left the oxen and had run after Elijah. There is movement with him, and then Elijah said, Go back again; for what have I done to thee? And he returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave to the people, and they ate. And he arose and went after Elijah (verses 20, 21). Instead of going to kiss his parents he is now providing for the people. These things mark Elishas induction into the service. Elijah had already gone back into it himself, and Elisha is now brought into it. He is formally in the testimony, in the system of things that God has inaugurated. The system has not been abrogated but still stands, and the persons who are reserved for God belong to it. 

    FNWThe one who is chosen sovereignly himself does well to recognise Gods sovereignty in others. Paul in 2 Timothy, in speaking of Demas defection does not overlook the fact that there were those who were servants of God. He even tells Timothy to bring his cloak. 

    JTQuite so; and in the cloak there is the suggestion of a link with Elijah. Elijahs cloak would point to the measure of a man needed for the continuance of the testimony. 

    JTJrI suppose the power of the cloak came up in regard to the selection of Silas and the rejection of Mark. Personality came out in the fact that it would preclude personal feeling again governing the ministry as in the case of Mark. 

    JTPaul directed Timothy to bring Mark for he was profitable to him for ministry. Mark had left Paul, but he is restored now. The idea of the seven thousand that Jehovah had left for Himself would be that they are true and God is carrying on with them. 
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    THE MINISTER AS REPRESENTATIVE OF GOD. (JT 58)

    1 Kings 17: 7 - 24

    JTThis last verse shows the end that should be reached, viz. that the minister is known to be a man of God. It is an important thing that we represent God in our service, as it says the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. Not simply the truth but truth. That is the end to be reached. Another thing to be noted is that the minister of the truth has the gospel and the assembly in mind, and particularly as to the assembly he will have to do with houses in his ministry, and with families in houses. The service requires that he is to be identified with a house in so far as it may be needed in view of exigencies that arise in households, so that he is not merely a visitor, but identified with a house and all that enters into it from God. And another point, of course, is the word of God  that is, the idea of prophecy which God has brought into particular prominence in recent times amongst His people, and how the prophet or the minister is to be in accord with his ministry in every way and accepting the word of God. Hence we have extraordinary circumstances in Elijahs history, such as we get earlier here in the portion of the chapter which we did not read, how he was fed by ravens and the brook carried water to him, and then how he was to be changed into circumstances in which not ravens but a widow is commanded to maintain him, showing how God moves in dignity with His servants and would have them to be in dignity in obeying Him and proving what He can be if we obey and are subject to whatever circumstances may arise in the service. The fact that it is said that Elijah was a man of like passions to ourselves makes these remarks very applicable to such a meeting. We are all, in a certain sense, servants, but some of us are particularly so, and in different countries, including this one, God has raised up many who are able to serve His people. The servants of God become examples to us and hence He calls in Elijah, a man of like passions to ourselves, who prayed and brought about great effects in the ministry through prayer. One of the most important things in the ministry is prayer. I thought I would mention these things so that the brethren might know what is in mind and each join in. I think the Lord is showing that the young are to be particularly in mind in our meetings  the very youngest, that is those able to take things in, and this section of the chapter shows how a young boy really is brought in and viewed as composing the house with his mother. She is the mistress and the only other person is the boy. Elijah is there too, and he has to join in with the house and live on what they lived on for a whole year. So it is all very practical. 

    FBYou spoke of a change of circumstances. Would the drying up of the brook be the end of one circumstance and the asking for a little water the beginning of a new circumstance? 

    JTQuite so. The water that came from the brook was directed from God, no one carried it, it came down by gravity. That is one of the things God uses in His house, for the universe is Gods. We see that the ravens carried the bread and flesh but the brook carried the water to him. The second verse says The word of Jehovah which is the prime thought running through. And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the torrent; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. And he went and did according to the word of Jehovah; he went and abode by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the torrent. So that the first paragraph deals with the servant under the command of the Lord, and the created things  Gods creation  feeding him and maintaining him. God says elsewhere (Psalm 50: 10) For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle upon a thousand hills. He is not dependent upon anyone  I mean, people who are worldly; God is independent of man if needs be. He can get along without the worldly or ungodly man. At the same time He can provide for His servants, so that His servants are independent of such men. 

    RMcBIt was a privileged household this. 

    JTWe shall see that as we observe how God comes in. The widow is called the mistress of the house. It is a remarkable thing that she is so designated  God raising the whole position to a higher level. 

    PJWould this be seen in Paul as being identified with the household of Lydia? 

    JTWell, there it was  Come into my house and abide there. This woman was not so free as that, but I think she would know a great deal more and would be freer after the year was out than when the prophet came to her  it was learning time. It is a learning time that we are in now. 

    SBDoes this correspond in any way with 2 Corinthians 6: 17 - 18 in regard to obedience?  Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith the Lord, and touch not what is unclean, and I will receive you; and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

    JTIt does. I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters .... 

    SBIt might be possible as acting in obedience to that word that the brook may dry up, but then another way would open up. 

    JTIf the brook dried up here it would be to bring out another thing. God was going to elevate His servant into the leading family. Especially in the New Testament Paul takes up the leading households. 

    He is the first to take up the households in that way. 

    MBIs Gods idea in this not to overwhelm the saints by certain things, but to prove what He can do in them? 

    JTThat is just it. And so it was here, He would prove what He could be to His servant and how He can turn from the mere creation to the household  a most important matter. The New Testament is full of references to households. If, for example, we look into the gospel of Matthew, we shall find the Lord serving in houses in view of the assembly. 

    GMWhat would the widow woman speak of today? 

    JTDivine provision for a servant. We have all got to learn to count on God in our service. We may be brought to straits but we have to count on God in our service. 

    SAWould Paul in Arabia go through this first experience that you mention? 

    JTWell somewhat. This experience was in the East. Speaking now geographically the first experience is in the East from Jerusalem and the second experience is in the West  Zidon. 

    JnoGWould you say the first section was Asia and the other Europe? 

    JTYes, just so. 

    JMDo you think that the value of the believers household has been revived concurrently with the truth of the assembly? 

    JTI think that is right. And the collection for the saints too is arrived at in that connection, it all comes in in connection with Paul who was  under God  the greatest minister. 

    RemThere are a few remarkable verses in Psalm 68. It begins Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered, and let them that hate him flee before him. Then verses 4 - 6 Sing unto God, sing forth his name; cast up a way for him that rideth in the deserts; his name is Jah; and rejoice before him. A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation. God maketh the solitary into families; those that were bound he bringeth out into prosperity: but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

    JTThat is very suggestive of all this, although the widow was not the object in the chapter we have read. The prime object was the service of Elijah, but it shews how God can provide for widows  A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows. 

    GFGIs there a difference between I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee, and in Elishas case where the thing came spontaneously from the wealthy woman? Here the emphasis seems to be on I have commanded .... 

    JTJust so. And of course we should make room for the increase of knowledge in the progress of Gods service that Elijah preceded Elisha. Elisha called Elijah his father and he poured water on the hands of Elijah. He was therefore like his child, at least his disciple, and would learn from him, and so you have several things in Elishas ministry that would seem to link on with what he would have known in Elijahs ministry. It is important for young brothers coming into the meeting to observe what elder brethren have been accustomed to do and learn from them. We ought to have respect for the elder brethren and learn from them, and so what you say as to the wealthy woman as she is called  she is a continuation of the widow who had nothing in the house and she had to use the oil. That is a great matter for young brothers and young sisters to count on the Spirit to assist them in everything. Elisha told her what to do, although no doubt she learned from God directly. He said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few ... 2 Kings 4: 3. Now we get the idea of vessels. It would look as if the woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets did not have vessels, whereas the widow woman in 1 Kings had vessels. If she had a handful of meal it was in a barrel, if she had oil it was in a cruse; it is the idea of having things where they should be. And so Elisha told the widow to pour out into all the vessels and it was only when they were all filled that the oil stayed, shewing that there is plenty of room and plenty of means from God for the ministry. All that is carried forward into the great woman, the wealthy woman, and she could provide a house for the prophet. She was marked by hospitality, that is, using your means for the servants of God. She took notice that he was a man of God and she suggested to her husband to build a room for him and provide a table and a bed, etc. She was a hospitable person. How important it is to be hospitable! We should use the houses we have to entertain the saints, particularly the servants. 

    WHTDo we see in the Acts, Philip the evangelist opening his house for Paul and his company, and the atmosphere that existed, being suggested in the four daughters who prophesied? 

    JTQuite so. That is another point to come up. Are the daughters able to prophesy? It is almost an unknown thing now to get sisters doing that. We should observe what is said in 1 Corinthians about a woman not speaking in the assembly, but these four daughters of Philip prophesied. It is not simply that they were prophetesses, but they prophesied. 

    TMcCWhat would the word of Jehovah be to us today? 

    JTWe have it here tonight, I trust. All our meetings should have that character  all our ministry meetings and bible readings, in fact all our meetings. There should be something in each one of the character of the word of God, and of course that enriches us and makes us different from others. There are many other companies but the Spirit of God belongs to the assembly. 

    FBThis wealthy woman says that she dwelt among her own people. 

    J .T. Well, we are here tonight and some of us live a long way off, but as soon as we come here where the brethren are we feel we have got our own people and we want to be with them. Now it is remarkable, as we all know, that the Lord Jesus refers to this incident. The Lord Himself spoke of this incident of the widow of Sarepta and how Elijah was sent to her. We were already alluding to the fact that Elijah was the more prominent thought and yet the Lord speaks of it as though she were the more prominent. There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias.. and to none of them was Elias sent but to Sarepta of Sidonia to a woman that was a widow. That is a touch that you might say is peculiar to Luke whose ministry is one of grace. Jehovah says to the prophet I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee, which is to be noted. It is a word that is dignified. She was not simply to allow him into her house, but to maintain him. Then it goes on to say And he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the entrance of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks. She was the first one he met according to what we read. And he called to her and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And she went to fetch it, and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. You might say that is characteristic of a widow such as she was, and the minister has to do with this  how to meet a person such as this who has nothing else in her mind but to gather a few sticks and to use the little she has and dress it for her and her son so that they may eat it and die. That brings in the question of life and how it comes about  I mean spiritual life. And that is what we should see as we proceed in the chapter. We heard last night about Eutychus in Troas, and there it is the same idea; indeed there are several instances of young people dying and how the situation is to be met. It is for the minister to know how to meet such a situation. 

    QuesIs the use of the word commanded significant? Does it imply that God knew her as a subject person? 

    JTWell, quite so. Insubjection is so prevalent, and this reminds us of the ground on which the gospel is and the ground on which service should be carried on by any of us. The gospel is for obedience of faith among all the nations, and I have no doubt that the idea of command is stressed in Elijahs case to bring out this. What God can be to those who are subject! One of the greatest things in Christianity is to be subject. 

    RMcGShe evidently had the water and proceeded to bring it, but this other request for a morsel of bread seems to be the difficulty. 

    JTQuite so. Yes, the first thing is he asked her to do something and she proceeds to do it. We are reminded of this principle in Matthew which agrees largely with the ministry of Elijah; in chapter 28 the angel directs the woman to go and tell the disciples to go to Galilee, but the Lord intercepts them. They were doing what they had been told to do. The Lord meets them, saying Hail and He sends them to His brethren. The word disciples is used first then my brethren. The change is to bring out the dignity of the position. So the prophet here  1 Kings 17: 10  says to the widow, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink; there is the idea of a vessel. It might be said, but how could she bring water if she didnt put it in a vessel? but the Spirit of God is calling attention to the thought of a vessel. The point is to have things where they should be. The idea of a vessel ultimately develops into the persons own body  like the woman of Samaria who left her waterpot and herself became a vessel. 

    JnoGDo you think, when it says here Fetch me a little water and make me a little cake, it means that the servant as moving into these circumstances takes full knowledge of what is there and does not put too much strain on the womans state? 

    JTWell, not too great a burden. He did not intend to, but it looked to her as if he were unreasonable and the natural mind would say he was unreasonable in asking a woman in these circumstances to bring him water in a vessel, that he might drink. And then as she went to fetch it he called to her and said Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in they hand. The natural mind would say it was unreasonable to make such a request from a woman like that. Elijah is representative of God. He was sent to her and she is challenged and tested by the ministry as to whether she can do what is required of her, although it may seem unreasonable. What seems to be unreasonable may make us murmur. That is the first thing in the book of Numbers  the Israelites began to murmur. It is a question of learning obedience. The Lord Jesus learned obedience from the things which He suffered. 

    RMAt the outset you spoke of the discipline of the servant. Is the discipline for Elijah here, in having to be maintained by a widow in such dire circumstances, or is it something further than that? 

    JTWell, the boy died while the prophet was in the house. The point was that he should become identified with the persons he was serving, but as we were saying as to verse 11 And she went to fetch it, and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. And she said, as Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake. The woman used the word cake first and not the prophet. The making of the cake would involve skill. In the book of Numbers Jehovah had prescribed that the people should offer dough  not cakes but dough: but it requires skill to make a cake, and that enters into what we are saying. You may say that is a small thing to allude to, but I think all these small things ought to be noted, so that we are able to learn what a servant has to go through in his ministry. She said to him As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. That in itself seems to be an incongruity. Why should eating be connected with death. It shews the state of mind she was in. And Elijah said to her, Fear not. When it is a question of spiritual things we should say Fear not. 

    SGAre you suggesting that the incoming of a servant into a locality makes a demand on the brethren which at first they think they are unable to meet; but as faced in obedience, we discover that God has made provision to meet all. 

    JTYes, this is a crucial time for the widow, and the crucial time for Elijah will come when death takes place. 

    TMcCWas it to bring out what was there that Elijah spoke thus to her? 

    JTWell, no doubt God had that in mind but we cannot say that Elijah knew all. He had to learn himself. God is over all and a servant has to understand that God is operating all the time  He is never idle. 

    QuesDo you see it in Peter and Corneliuss household? God was operating with Peter in one place and with Cornelius in another place at the same time. 

    JTQuite so. He began with Cornelius because of his piety too. He had a memorial in heaven before Peter had to do with him. It shews what God could do, even without Peter. 

    SBThe prophet here seems to take account of her skill for he said Go, do as thou hast said  not as I have said. 

    JTQuite so. 

    JFCThis woman was apparently listening to the word of Elijah, at a time when Israel was not listening at all, and at a time when God was not helping Israel at all. Would that be indicative of faith? 

    JTJust so. Evidently she had faith because God took her into His service just as He takes the ravens and the brook into His service, but she is on a higher plane. 

    JFCShe said As Jehovah thy God liveth, showing that God had evidently been working with her. 

    JTQuite so. She is ready to say that all the way through but does not recognise the prophet until she goes through the severe discipline of the death of her son. She finally says Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. She learned that at the end. 

    CWEIs it suggestive that the name of this place, Zarephath, means a crucible  a vessel in which metal is refined. 

    JTVery good. You mean that both Elijah and the woman have been refined. 

    RMcGYou spoke of being together for a whole year in the house. I was thinking that they would all learn during that period. 

    JTThen as to the refining process, it says He (the Lord) shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, Malachi 3: 3. He is looking at us all the time and that makes it very serious as to what we may say. 

    SGSo that in all these testing circumstances which the Lord allows His people to go through, the servant is learning also, as he goes through these circumstances with the saints. 

    JTYou may be sure of that. We see that as we proceed in the chapter. The prophet had to cry to Jehovah. He is in straits himself. All this is most instructive. Elijah had said to her Fear not in these circumstances. We have to fear certain things but we should go forward in intelligence and in faith. The word Make me thereof a little cake first would suggest what brings God in, and it seems to be unreasonable, but God is testing us by it. Then it says And afterwards make for thee and for thy son. You will notice that the prophet assumes that she has enough to do both. Now light is coming in on the position, and we may expect that light will come in. It says Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! Now as far as the facts go the only other one in the house is the boy who died. We may only have a few in the house, but it is a house and God regards it in that light, and here the woman is called the mistress of the house. The passage says The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah. Now all this was said before the breath left the boy, but until he was made alive the woman did not come to it that the prophet was a man of God and that the word of Jehovah in his mouth was truth. 

    QuesWas this word about the barrel of meal and the cruse of oil a fresh word for Elijah himself? 

    JTWell, it may have been. I think he would learn by it, perhaps, that the widow had it in her mind that these things should be in vessels; that is, the meal should be in a barrel and the oil should be in a cruse. It doesnt say the water was in a vessel because the water was more in abundance  the water had come to Elijah, as it were, by gravity, but still he used the word vessel  Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel. 

    HBDoes she take up the thought in that way, by bringing in the vessels? 

    JTWell, possibly. Although it was the prophet who used the word vessel first. We are now coming into the presence of God in the thing. The light of God is coming in  the abundance there is, for there is a whole years food supply for those three persons. 

    JnoGWould you say a word as to what may be demanded of us that would appear to be unreasonable, so that we may understand the point you have in mind? 

    JTWell, one could say a lot on that point. Suppose a servant comes to your locality unexpectedly and you have not anything in the house and someone asks could you take this brother in; that would be testing to many a housewife  she may not know that the servant has arrived and yet he is in the locality and needs a bed and food. 

    JnoGDo you mean material things or spiritual? 

    JTMaterial things  that is where the test comes. 

    SBPerhaps the test for us is that we may think it essential to go beyond what is necessary in that regard. In the case of the wealthy woman in 2 Kings it was merely a bed, and a table, and a seat, and a lampstand. 

    JTThat is so in Elishas case. But here the bed was upstairs in the loft. The Authorised Version puts it that way. It seems as if it was in another part of the house  in a loft. The loft would be inferior to the house generally. 

    PJIs God free to provide as a result of obedience? The widow could easily have said, I have only enough for me and my son. 

    JTWhat has been said by way of illustration ought, I think, to appeal to all the sisters here and the brothers have to fall in with it. We ought to join in with our wives in these cases and sacrifice with them. If a brother comes suddenly without a sisters knowledge and she is asked to provide a bed and food, well, we all have to sacrifice, otherwise one might become like the Israelites and be marked by a spirit of complaint. The children of Israel grumbled and complained, and in Acts it is recorded that certain complained because their widows were overlooked in the daily ministration. 

    FBDo you think that our pride would hinder us from asking a brother because it might let us down? 

    JTWe ought to be on our guard against that side  not to allow our spirits to be chafed and damaged by our circumstances. 

    FBWell, sometimes as it has been suggested here, there is not much in the house, but the brother is not looking for that. 

    JTWell indeed. It is a question of obedience, that is, if I can accept the circumstances cheerfully. It may be very trying for me to maintain a right spirit. 

    QuesDoes Abraham rise to the occasion in Genesis 18? 

    JTOf course he was a rich man; we have to bear that in mind too. He had plenty of means and plenty of servants, which of course we dont always find, but anyway he was ready to do the right thing. 

    WGDo you think that Matthew 10 might help us on this line  The workman is worthy of his nourishment? 

    JTJust so. But perhaps if a sister is asked she may say Well, some other sister will have to do it  she has more than I have. That is where our spirits get chafed and we may chafe our husbands too. That is what Christianity implies; this chapter is really to bring out all these things in the service. 

    QuesDo these testing circumstances show us how great Gods provision is? 

    JTHow God can come in. And He comes in in a miracle if necessary, as it was here. And it is all to bring out that He was with His servant  He was a real prophet. The woman had learned that and she would never forget it, I am sure. 

    GHPIn regard to what is in our house, would the word in 2 Corinthians 8 apply  For if the readiness be there, a man is accepted according to what he may have, not according to what he has not? 

    JTYes, quite so. 

    CWEGod loveth a cheerful giver. 

    JTHe does indeed. 

    GFGHad you in mind that when the woman is referred to as the mistress of the house it is a very dignified name for her? Does it suggest that she is really with the Lord in relation to it? 

    JTI would think so, and God would dignify her. Our wives may be made drudges and that should not be. It never dignifies anyone to be made slavish in her work. I believe all the brethren should be dignified in what they are doing. It is that which governs you that makes the thing dignified. It is love that does that. 

    GeoMIn a household such as this a son of peace would be there, as in the gospel. The disciples were told And if a son of peace be there your peace shall rest upon it and they were to abide in that same house. 

    JTJust so. That is another lesson to learn in these cases. We are to inquire if a son of peace be there. 

    SGWould you say that servants coming along may be a great test in regard to the way they move about  they can be very unreasonable in their attitude and requests. 

    JTWell they may be very unreasonable sometimes, and a servant is to be on his guard not to be unreasonable. 

    RemIn Luke 10, the scripture referred to, the word to the servant is And in the same house abide, eating and drinking such things as they have. 

    JTQuite so  such things as they have. 

    JWIf one who comes along seems to be unreasonable, might it not be to intensify the truth of what God can do. In these circumstances in 1 Kings 17 which seem only to provide for two persons, the addition of a third was testing. 

    JTYes indeed. Then in verse 17 it says And it came to pass after these things that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. She is called the mistress of the house, which is complimentary. It is a remarkable thing that it should be put that way. And she said to Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come to me to call mine iniquity to remembrance, and to slay my son? Now she is not right; she did well up to this point, although she may perhaps have been marked a little by lack of faith at the beginning, but generally she did well up to this, living the whole year, as you might say, miraculously, but she is not up to this matter. She is tested by the sickness of her son. The family is touched  the son is touched. And she says O thou man of God, art thou come to me to call mine iniquity to remembrance and to slay my son? Circumstances such as these may bring out some hidden thing that needs to be exposed. She assumes that the prophet is seeking to do this on her, but he does not mean to do that at all, at least there is no evidence of it. And so he said to her Give me thy son. What is he going to do now? He has done well so far, but what can he do now? Here is a boy who has died and he was the only son of his mother. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? Now you see he is missing the point and this is really a solemn matter. He is saying Jehovah, my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? That is, he thought as she did, and what he thought was not right. Then it says that he stretched himself on the child three times, meaning that the servant identifies himself fully with what is in the house. And cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again! And Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came into him again, and he lived. The word soul here is to be noted. It is an inward thing, a thing involving deep feelings  soul feelings. And it is most important that the minister should learn to feel with things in the household, whatever they be, and join in with the household and help in it in every way, making the matter his own because he is a minister. 

    JFCIs that one reason why a servant should not go from house to house? 

    JTWell that is one of the reasons, because God is going to bring out what is in this house and shew if a son of peace be there. But this matter of stretching himself, of identification, should be noted. The servant has to learn to identify himself with such a position. The Lord Jesus entered into all this fully at Gethsemane and on the cross, so that we come to the real matter of Christianity and what service means in it. 

    WHTEvidently there were not right conditions in the house of Dorcas. Peter had to put them all out. He could not identify himself with certain things there. 

    JTQuite so. And the house of Jairus too. The houses are not always right, but it was not so here. It was as much a test for Elijah as it was for the woman. He is seriously concerned that this thing should have happened while he was in the house, as if it came on him  as if God was disciplining him while he was engaged in His service in this house. So the question comes, What is to be done? Then it goes on to say, And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house  that is what I was remarking earlier, that he was in some upper loft  not just exactly the house; but he was content to be there, and he takes the child up there. And brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and delivered him to his mother; and Elijah said, See, thy son lives. That was a triumph, and that is what the Lord is ready to vouchsafe to any servant. And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. 

    TMcCWhat are we to learn from what you have been referring to; Elijah taking him up to his own chamber and laying him on his own bed? 

    JTWell, I think it is all to bring out that nature is in the way in these cases. One often feels there is too much of what is natural in families, too much family feeling and provision for that, too exclusive an attitude in family matters. I believe that is what is meant. The child is taken out of her bosom  that is nature  and is taken up by the prophet where there is nothing that would make much of what is natural. The prophets chamber was a place where there was not much furniture  a loft as it says in the Authorised version. It is separated from the house. He is not in the guest room, and he is just a prophet with them. 

    RMcHShe seems to have everything here  even the upper chamber for the prophet, the man of God  an elevated spot. 

    JTYes, but it is not in the house. I think there is something in that to notice. It is not just the best or most desirable part of the dwelling which is often assigned to servants, but if they are wise they accept it. But here it is the position the child is brought into  as if God would be in that as distinct from the widows bosom. 

    SBGood circumstances in relation to a house may appeal to nature. 

    JTWell, it does very much, and often hinders the work of God. One often feels too much nature, too much of what is natural in our circumstances, making too much of our children and the like, and perhaps not enough of the children of God. The children of God must have the greater place. John brings that in in his gospel. The Lord has given us the right to take the place of children of God. 

    TMcCIt seems to be that it took this incident with the widow to confirm her that this was a man of God. 

    JTQuite so. She did not know that at first. The 16th verse says according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah, but now in verse 24 we have Elijahs mouth mentioned, which is a word we may look for. We have Peters mouth referred to, also the Lords mouth. My mouth Peter says. Now the woman speaks of Elijahs mouth, that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. He had not such a place in her mind before, and of course it is Gods mind to give His servants a greater place with those they serve, because the more love there is the better place they have. 

    HMHWould the word in the 113th Psalm come in  He maketh the barren woman to keep house, as a joyful mother of sons? 

    JTIt would indeed, and we have already alluded to the widow in the 68th Psalm  a well-known psalm. 

    RemWould Lydias attitude be the proper one now for those who have received the light of the present position? She says If ye have judged me to be faithful, .. We do well to keep that in our minds. 

    JTQuite so. I think she is one of the outstanding sisters of scripture. She and Phoebe, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jesus, Deborah and a number of others  we do well to keep such sisters in our minds because they adorn the doctrine. 

  

  
    MAN (16) (JT 71)
    

    
    
  
  
    MAN (16) (JT 71)

    Luke 1:5 - 25, Luke 1:57 - 86; 1 Kings 17:1; 2 Kings 2:1 - 25

    JTI think that the brethren will recognise that these two men, John the baptist and Elijah, may be considered together as representing the prophetic ministry of both the Old and New Testaments. The thought is to start with John the baptist and then to revert to Elijah. We have read more about John the baptist because he is so prominent in the New Testament and is a forerunner of the Lord Jesus, thus having a unique place. Elijah has a great place in the New Testament too. The Lord Himself refers to him that if Israel could receive John the baptist he might be regarded as being identical with Elijah. So there is a strong connection between these two prophets. Moses was a characteristic prophet, too; in a sense he was the leading prophet because he speaks of Christ as One who would be raised up like unto him. He says, A prophet shall God raise up to you ... like me, Acts 7:37. That would refer to the Lord Himself. 

    FHLIs there a link with Malachi, Remember the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, Behold, I send unto you Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and terrible day of Jehovah? Malachi 4:4. 

    JTThat is a good contribution to our subject for it links Elijah with John the baptist. 

    ABPWill you say something about the spirit and power of Elias? 

    JTI think it speaks for itself, and shows how remarkably John the baptist and Elias are linked in the Scriptures. 

    VCLDo John the baptist and Elias link on two dispensations? John the baptist does not seem to come into the Spirits day but he links on with it as seeing the Lord, and Elias also saw the Lord on the holy mount. Is there something noteworthy in this feature of manhood, linked on with the Lords own day? 

    JTQuite so; and Moses was on the mount. He was the meekest man in all the earth. That is a point to be connected with our subject. 

    ARIt says in Johns gospel, There was a man sent from God, his name John, John 1:6. 

    JTThere again the word man is prominently used. Also, we have the man Christ Jesus, showing that God had in His mind to stress the thought of manhood as distinguished from all other creatures; angels and all other creatures. The thought of man is greatly stressed, in that sense. 

    JTJrIs grace especially in mind in what is coming in through John? His name suggests grace. 

    JTYes; the name John carries that meaning. 

    JTJrAnd is Elijahs ministry on the same line? Was it grace moving in regard to conditions in Israel? 

    JTWell, I think that Elisha, following Elijah, is more representative of the spirit of grace than Elijah himself. 

    QuesIs the spirit of Elias seen in John the baptist in his severity toward the Sadducees and others who were not real? 

    JTWell, we are told, early in the gospel of John, that the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ, John 1:17. 

    QuesDo you mean that Johns incoming was the incoming of grace? 

    JTThe fulness of the thought is in the Lord Himself, grace and truth subsist by Him. 

    RemYou had stressed that grace characterised Elisha rather than Elijah and I wondered if the spirit of Elijah was seen in John when he was severe in what he had to say to such as the Sadducees. 

    JTJust so; he was severe, but Elisha was marked by grace. 

    SCMIn the last verse of chapter 1 it says that the child grew. Adam, being created, would be of full stature, but all other men grew, did they not? 

    JTYes; you are stressing the idea of growing. 

    ARThe baptist says, in Johns gospel, This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me, John 1:30. 

    ANWHave you any thought why the life of John the baptist was cut off as it was, in view of the Lords word about him in chapter 17 after the experience on the holy mount? 

    JTWell, I would say that it was not accidental. His work was done, I would say. There was not anything left undone that he should have done before he was taken. 

    ANWIt is striking the way the Lord puts the matter, saying, But I say unto you that Elias has already come, and they have not known him, but have done unto him whatever they would. Thus also the Son of man is about to suffer from them. Then the disciples understood that he spoke to them of John the baptist, Matthew 17:12,13. 

    JTWell, there was nothing left undone for John the baptist to do. So that we can calculate that the prophets were raised up of God and they did what they were intended to do; God saw to that. The work was done by each one. 

    JTJrSome served for comparatively short periods; they had very compressed lives. John the baptist was perhaps young when beheaded. 

    JTI would think that he was not more than thirty years of age. And that is a very important matter too, to think that God had His own thoughts for John and these thoughts went through, they were not allowed to fall to the ground. Nothing can fall to the ground that God orders; and that is true as to every christian, I am sure. Things are all done according to God in each case. It is a great thing to have in mind that our lives are in His hand. 

    EEHWhat are we to learn from the uniqueness of the birth of John the baptist? It seems to resemble so closely the birth of our Lord Jesus. 

    JTIt certainly was unique, but it was brought about in a measured way, too. John was thoroughly suitable to be the forerunner of Christ, and he took a lowly place in his service, following his Master fully. Each of us must learn from Christ, even John the baptist. 

    ABPIs suffering attendant upon the service of the prophet? Stephen could ask, Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?, Acts 7:52. Does it seem that suffering is the order of the day for the prophets? 

    JTAnd the order of the day for us, too. Because to you has been given, as regards Christ, not only the believing on him but the suffering for him also, Philippians 1:29. It is given to us to suffer. 

    ABPThe apostle Paul exhorts us to be emulous of spiritual manifestations, but rather that ye may prophesy; 1 Corinthians 14:1 should we realise that it will involve suffering? 

    JTI would think so, it is given to us to suffer. It is a great advantage to be sufferers. Many of us would prefer to avoid suffering, and in a certain sense it is right to have that feeling, but at the same time it is given to us on behalf of Christ to suffer; not only to believe but to suffer for Him. 

    WWMIs it not important to note what the Lord Himself said about John the baptist? But what went ye out to see? a prophet? Yea, I say to you, and more than a prophet: this is he of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before thee. Verily I say to you, that there is not arisen among the born of women a greater than John the baptist, Matthew 11:11. 

    JTThat is very remarkable; it is one of the greatest tributes that you can get anywhere except as to the Lord Himself, and perhaps Paul. 

    ANWIs he not unique in that he is the subject of prophecy? His birth and coming were foretold in prophecy: Thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways. 

    QuesIs the bringing in of John distinct in the different gospels? In Luke it is a question of a son being brought in and his name John; then he is introduced in Johns gospel as without any antecedents, a man sent from God whose name was John. Are these two presentations related to the character of the gospels themselves? Do we have the development of grace in one and in the other the introduction of the Son of God by a man sent from God? 

    JTWell, I think you are right; I would attach the idea of grace to Johns gospel, too, although grace characterises Luke. It is perfectly right to regard John as the great gospel for grace; and it is suitable that John the baptist should have the peculiar place he is given in Johns gospel for his name signifies grace. 

    QuesIn Johns gospel the baptist denies and says that he is not Elias, but in Luke it says, And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias. What is the point in his going before Him in the spirit and power of Elias? 

    JTIt is to distinguish Elias; at the same time it suggests the character of Johns ministry. 

    QuesReference has been made to Johns suffering pathway. The Lord said of him, He was the burning and shining lamp, and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light, John 5:35. Would the burning refer to the suffering and the shining to his testimony? 

    JTVery good. Will you say more? 

    RemWell, I only thought that the burning comes first in the Lords reference; John was a burning and shining light. But in order that the shining might be maintained there had to be the consuming of all that was contrary. 

    JTBurning is something that is felt, and it may be a friendly warmth. Johns ministry would not be hostile but friendly. 

    JTJrEnergy is seen in John the baptist, the energy of manhood. That would be a feature of manhood. Energy marked him, and courage, in view of all that was against him. I was thinking of the young in that connection, that there is the energy of youth. 

    JTPersons who are used distinctively in the Lords service are usually taken up young. The Lord does not take up old men in that sense, but young men, that they may be developed. And they should take heed to themselves too in their service and see to it that they are properly adjusted, and that they distinguish the ministry, and distinguish it in energy. 

    JTJrSo that John was in the desert and had certain kinds of food and clothing, which I suppose we should know about as young men seeking to serve. 

    JTQuite so, there is nothing to minister to the flesh in the desert, you know. 

    In the desert God will teach thee 
What the God that thou hast found  
Patient, gracious, powerful, holy; 
All His grace shall there abound. (76:6). 
 

    That is a beautiful reference to what we are speaking about. 

    LWIs there some spiritual suggestion in what is said, that his food was locusts and wild honey and that his garment was of camels hair and that he wore a leathern girdle about his loins? 

    JTWell, there is nothing to distinguish him, nothing that the natural man would seek, nothing for the natural man at all; he was content with what the wilderness afforded him. 

    CFEIn Luke 1:15 it says, He shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mothers womb, Luke 1:15. He was given the Holy Spirit at a very early age, even from his mothers womb. 

    JTFilled! Filled with the Spirit, just so. It is remarkable. 

    VCLThe time in which John comes in seems to have been somewhat dark, but would that not encourage us to know that whatever the crisis in the testimony God is prepared to work it out in a man? 

    JTWell, it may be in a woman, but manhood in that sense, because the word man covers both man and woman. In the beginning it was: Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion, Genesis 1:26. The woman is brought into it. 

    VCLSo that a Deborah came in when the male side of manhood was lacking. Would you say that a man or a woman filled with the Spirit is one of the greatest things that God has on earth? 

    JTThat is good, and good for the sisters who are here, for they have been distinguished of late. They have had more put upon them than I have ever known before. God has brought them forward and He is going to support them in the position He has given them, and the brethren should do the same and be thoroughly with God in what He is doing. The sisters are greatly needed in bringing up children and in visiting the sick and in many other ways, for God has given them a wonderful field of service. 

    SCMIt is said of John: He shall be great before the Lord, Luke 1:15. Is his greatness seen in the place he took when he said, He must increase, but I must decrease, John 3:30. 

    showing that he held the Lord as paramount? 

    JTQuite so. He was to be great before the Lord, not before men, He shall be great before the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mothers womb. That is a remarkable statement! 

    RWSAll this should help us in our meetings for prophetic ministry. In 1 Corinthians 14 where we have so much as to prophetic ministry, Paul speaks about being grown men. Should not all this strengthen, in these days of weakness, prophetic ministry in our localities? 

    JTAnd then manhood is seen in the way we bear things. We may say of a brother that he is the leading man in a meeting. That is often said, and there are many like that to whom the brethren look, which is right if we do not go beyond what is right and take too much upon ourselves. I thought I might add that to your remark. This is a time to be encouraged and be strong. We need men who will take on things and bear things so that matters are carried through; and strength is needed in the sense of manhood. Quit yourselves like men; be strong, 1 Corinthians 16:13. 

    CAMIs your thought in referring to Elijah at the present time specially in view of the near coming of the Lord, to make ready for the Lord a prepared people? 

    JTYou are stressing the thought of a prepared people. What have you in mind? 

    CAMThe coming of the Lord, and whether the prophetic ministry referred to would take on the character of preparing the saints because the Lords coming is so near. 

    JTThe word prophetic has to be carefully analysed as to its significance. It is not now a question of developing prophecy in itself, but the prophetic ministry, as you say, is the word that is used in the sense of exercising us. 

    FNWIt says in verse 16 of our chapter, And many of the sons of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. Would that be a true mark of prophetic ministry? 

    JTVery good, that would be true prophetic ministry, I would think. 

    FNWHas not the ministry that has come to us through Mr. Darby and others who have followed him been characteristically a ministry of Christ? It moves our hearts to Christ. 

    JTThat is phraseology which we frequently hear. He is ministering Christ. 

    QuesAnd is not the great end, as has been suggested, that persons are turned to the thoughts of just men, to make ready for the Lord a prepared people? Is not that the character of the ministry today, to make ready for the Lord a prepared people? 

    JTAnd each one of us is to see to it that he is prepared. It is not that others prepare us, but we are to see to it that we are prepared. It is a prepared people. 

    JTJrJohns parents were called upon to do certain things but then John had to do certain things, also: Many of the sons of Israel shall he turn ... And he shall go before him, and so on. 

    JTJust so; and he did too, he knew what to say. 

    FHLEach of the gospels refers to Isaiah 40:3, The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare ye the way of Jehovah. Is there any application of that at the present time? 

    JTPreparing the way is a matter that has to be looked into as to the use of the word way. It is a peculiar word and its use in Scripture is to be noted. 

    FHLIn the beginning of Acts it is emphasized particularly is it not? 

    JTQuite so; we get the idea of it in the book of Acts. And so in chapter 10 Cornelius is brought into it and there are other such men as that; they indicate what is meant. 

    RemPauls word to Timothy as to the Scriptures is that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work, 2 Timothy 3:17. 

    JTYes, fully fitted; just so. The word to Timothy was: But thou, abide in those things which thou hast learned, 2 Timothy 3:14. The question is how each one looks after himself, or herself, because we have to see to it. Of course, the elders are to look after everyone in the meeting; but at the same time each brother and sister is to look after himself, to see to himself. Give heed to thyself Paul said to Timothy. I think it is very important that each one sees to himself, and does not count on others to look after him. 

    ANWGive heed to thyself and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee, 1 Timothy 4:16. 

    JTJust so, very good: Thyself and those that hear thee. 

    AATIn 1 Corinthians 14:3 it says, But he that prophesies speaks to men in edification, and encouragement, and consolation, 1 Corinthians 14:3. Is that the character of the present ministry? 

    JTSurely, that is what we call prophetic ministry. The idea is that the prophetic ministry builds up the brethren, dealing with them in every phase of their beings. 

    AATWhy does it say speaks to men? 

    JTThat word includes women as well as men, it means responsible persons. 

    ANWHe ... speaks with a tongue ... to God: ... he that prophesies speaks to men, 1 Corinthians 14:3. 

    APJohn the baptist sealed his ministry with his blood. Did he develop spiritual manhood through suffering? He was able to rebuke Herod; he suffered for the sake of others. 

    JTJust so, he was honoured in the way he suffered. The Lord refers to him in that sense, that they have done unto him whatever they would, Matthew 17:12. They took latitude in regard of him. And it is given to us too, every one of us, to suffer for His sake. 

    Ques, Would the initial word of Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, in 1 Kings 17, connect a local position with a matter of universal importance? He said, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. That would affect everybody, would it not? 

    JTJust so, what a wide thought it is! And Elijah could say that it was according to my word. We should not be ashamed to use the personal pronoun if necessary when it is a question of the word of God. 

    RemAnd so it might be that the prophetic word spoken here or elsewhere could affect the whole universal position. 

    JTQuite so. And as we were saying, it is except by my word. So that we can use personal pronouns if necessary, if God is indicating that we should use them. 

    ANWThe introduction of this wonderful man Elijah so abruptly on the scene as sent from God is so very much like John the baptist whom we have been considering. 

    JTJrThere is no account of his previous history, therefore would it mean what God has worked secretly in persons? 

    JTQuite so. That lends force to his reference to my word. Mr. Darbys writings will confirm what I have said, that we need not be ashamed of speaking of ourselves if we can speak according to what the Lord conveys to us. We need not be afraid of it if we want to convey the truth by it. 

    JTJrI myself, Paul, 2 Corinthians 10:1. 

    JTJust so, how free Paul was to do it. 

    GVDWhen James was about to give a prophetic touch he said, Brethren, listen to me, Acts 15:13. 

    JTVery good. 

    QuesWould Deborah be such a person when she said: The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel? Judges 5:7. 

    JTJust so; exactly! Why should she not say it? Why should women not have their place properly? If one can illustrate the truth through speaking about oneself, do it and God will support it. 

    VCLThere was power in what Elijah said here but later on he lost his power when thinking of himself. Is it a question of one being conscious of the Spirit of God having right of way? 

    JTQuite so. 

    FHLElijah must have retained his power during the three and a half years of dearth, according to James 5. 

    JTYes, just so; what man is to be compared with Elijah and the peculiar place he had? I remember dear Mr. Revell saying that Elijah went back to Horeb and resigned his commission. God accepted his resignation but He took him to heaven. 

    TEHJames says that he prayed and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months; and again he prayed, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth caused its fruit to spring forth, James 5:17,18. 

    JTSo that the stress is not so much on grace as authority, with Elijah. It is the authority of God, what God wants to do or say, and we cannot question that. 

    ARIt says in Hebrews 13:7: Remember your leaders who have spoken to you the word of God; and considering the issue of their conversation, imitate their faith, Hebrews 13:7 Quite so, the word of God. 

    ABPWhy does James speak of Elias as a man of like passions to us; is it to encourage us to be like Elias? 

    JTHe had the ordinary passions that men have, God knows that for He made us, and He is prepared to use us if we are prepared to speak the word of God, even though we may be required to speak of ourselves. 

    RWSIt says in 2 Kings 2:9, And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me, 2 Kings 2:9. 

    JTHow he valued Elijah! He wanted a double portion of Elijahs spirit. And it is open to anyone of us to get the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a full portion; we are to be filled with the Spirit. The Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask. 

    RWSWe specially need the Spirit in these difficult days! 

    JTJust so, every one of us needs the Spirit. We cannot get along without Him. If anyone wants to make progress as a christian he needs the Spirit; he can get the Spirit through asking, if he is a believer. 

    ABPIn our last three readings there have been transitional periods. There was a changeover from Moses to Joshua, and then from David to Solomon, and now from Elijah to Elisha. There must be some point in this thought being brought before us so frequently. Such times are usually difficult and test discernment and fidelity. Would it seem that Elisha felt this and felt the need of a double portion of Elijahs spirit to rightly carry on? 

    JTQuite so, and he got it too; he saw Elijah when he went up. And so the Lord gives a full portion to everyone of us who seeks it. If we are really believers we should not be without the Spirit for He is available to every believer. 

    ANWElijah said that Elisha had asked a hard thing. Is the hardness on the part of the one desiring it? Is it that we need to be in a fit state? 

    JTIt would imply that the thing was worth having and that it would cost something. And so, if we get the Spirit it is no light matter. Think of what it has cost Christ that we should have the Spirit. 

    FHLWas it not an act of grace on Elijahs part to go with Elisha, in verse 1, as if it would confirm him in his service? 

    JTVery good. He went with him and clearly he wished it so. 

    ARWhat is the thought in the chariot of fire and horses of fire? Do they suggest the power of God? 

    JTI suppose so, a chariot and horses suggest the power of carrying. 

    QuesIn Deuteronomy 21:17, a double portion is to be given to the firstborn; is this idea connected with the gift of the Holy Spirit as distinguishing the firstborn ones? 

    JTIt is the real christian position marked by liberality; it is the full thought. Think of what the fulness of the Spirit means in the singular, and then a double portion! What fulness there is in that! And that is christianity; the fulness of things that God brings in, and we should not be content to be without it. 

    GHIs being full of the Holy Spirit the idea of the double portion? 

    JTJust so; be filled with the Spirit, Acts 9:17. The Lord Jesus was said to be full of the Holy Spirit  not filled but full. It was proper to Him, He was full of the Holy Spirit. 

    APIs the Spirit given to us under certain conditions? There is the principle of asking as in Luke 11; then the principle of obedience as in Acts 5:32; the principle of faith in Galatians 3; and then on hearing the word as in Acts 10. 

    JTVery good. The book of Acts opens up this whole matter as to the Spirit and how available He is to us as believers, but it is on Gods own terms, not on ours. 

    WWMIs this incident with Elijah and Elisha typical of the first chapter of the Acts where the disciples stood and watched the Lord go up to heaven? And is it an important matter to consider the thought of seeing Him go up? 

    JTThe first part of the Acts is full of the thought of the Lord going up and how the Spirit came in, and the fulness of it all; the plenitude of it. And if we are really believers we are on the same basis, for the Spirit is still here. 

    JTJrThe Spirit helps us in difficult matters that come up amongst us to which we might attach this idea of double care meetings and visiting that involve a good deal of exercise, but the Spirit is with us to give us patience to go over matters and go through with them and have them settled. 

    JTAnd so in the matter of the sisters which is constantly coming up, the Spirit of God gives us understanding of the whole matter; and it is a great matter too, to understand the place they have and the way in which God can use them, for they are to be usable, not simply numbers of sisters but sisters who can be used in the testimony. 

    WWMWould you say that in our recent care meetings when our sisters have been with us that there is more of the Spirit there than there has been before? 

    JTI am certain of that; we had a matter before us on Saturday night relating to a brother and his wife, who were present and it was put upon them that they should speak and they did speak. And we are now waiting on the result of the Spirit in these two persons. 

    SWThe evidence of Elisha having had the spirit of Elijah is seen in that he smote the waters with the mantle of Elijah. 

    JTQuite so, he was not ashamed to follow Elijah, to be a disciple. He did not want to make out that he was equal to Elijah but he was not ashamed to carry on the service of Elijah. 

    ABPHe had the reputation of having poured water on the hands of Elijah. 

    JHEThe Spirit is sent from a glorified Christ. 

    JTShowing the great latitude there is for divine Persons in Their own realm. Who can tell how far heaven is? God alone knows. 

    FNWIt says here, Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens. Do we see Christ as Man in heaven in Acts 1 and then the thought of manhood worked out here below in virtue of the Spirits presence in Acts 2?. 

    JTQuite so; it says He was taken up. 

    SWWould you say that before persons are qualified for service there is a testing period such as Elisha had here, beginning at Gilgal and ending at the Jordan? 

    JTIt is a testing period every minute that we are on the earth; it is a testing period all the time. 
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    THE MAN OF GOD (JT 73)

    1 Timothy 6: 11; 2 Timothy 3: 16; 1 Kings 17: 24; 2 Kings 4: 40

    These scriptures speak of the man of God, and in the New Testament this title is applied to one man only, and he a young man  Timothy. So that it is not beyond the range of the young that are here tonight. Had it been applied to Paul or John, many of us could understand it more easily, perhaps, but it is significant that it is only applied to a young man in the New Testament. What I have to say, however, will bear upon all who are present. We will speak of Timothy first, then Elijah, and then Elisha. The term is applied to Elisha more than to any other man in the Scriptures; perhaps half of the references to the man of God in Scripture refer to Elisha. Evidently his ministry is, in general, the divine ideal as to the man of God. 

    Now what may be remarked at first is, that the man of God, in the first mention of him in the New Testament, is asked to flee certain things. When we are asked to flee things, we are in imminent danger of them. No time is to be lost, or they will overtake us. And if they overtake us, disaster will ensue. So Timotheus is addressed as in peril. The word is, O man of God, flee these things. They are things that are particularly used by the enemy against young men and women. In the next epistle the exhortation is to flee youthful lusts. It is not stated what they are. But here the preceding verses indicate to us the things from which to flee. Indeed, the apostles allusion to the subject of master and servant leads him to speak of certain things which seemingly accumulated force in his mind as he wrote. It is characteristic of him, that as a great thought came to him it gathered force in his mind, 

    running on, sometimes, to the expression of feeling. And it is so here. It was a question of service. And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren; but let them the rather serve them with subjection, because they are faithful and beloved, who profit by the good and ready service rendered. These things teach and exhort. If any one teach differently, and do not accede to sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to piety, he is puffed up, knowing nothing, but sick about questions and disputes of words, out of which arise envy, strife, injurious words, evil suspicions, constant quarrellings of men corrupted in mind and destitute of the truth, holding gain to be the end of piety. But piety with contentment is great gain. For we have brought nothing into the world: it is manifest that neither can we carry anything out. But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and many unwise and hurtful lusts, which plunge men into destruction and ruin. For the love of money is the root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things, 1 Timothy 6: 2 - 11. 

    The apostle is addressing this young man, O man of God. What an honour! And yet he is in the midst of danger  surrounded by dangers which, undoubtedly, are accentuated because he was a young man. One may question ones employer and even get into arguments and disputations, but the secret of it all may be that I would like to be in his position. He is getting along well in the world and we would like to be in his place. That may be the secret of it. And so the apostle pursues the subject to the love of money. Who is there that does not love money? Let each question himself. It is a root of all evil! I doubt if there is one of us but would have to testify that at some time we have loved money. And it may be that it has become crystallized in us. The very thought of it coming into the apostles mind and developing out of this matter of criticism of ones employer leads him to think of this distinguished young brother to whom he was writing. He says, O man of God, flee these things. The very title is calculated to stir in him the desire to flee them. No doubt it did. There is not a slightest evidence that he really harboured these things. But the danger was there. And if it were so with a man like that with such a spiritual history, can any of us say that we are exempt? Think of his distinction  to be called, man of God! And yet there was need of being warned against these things. Why should the apostle have to say to a man like Timothy. For we have brought nothing into the world, it is manifest that neither can we carry anything out. But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these ... For the love of money is the root of every evil? Evidently the Spirit of God gave force to the word as the apostle proceeded. He is now speaking to this one brother about himself. He had been speaking about others generally, but in this particular verse he is speaking to Timothy about himself. We may think that there was no danger with him about these matters. He was a gifted young man, able to teach and preach. Yet there was a danger that he should have love for money. And the apostle is so urgent. He says he is to flee! It is the attitude of ones mind. It is not a physical matter, exactly, though we should get out of circumstances that induce wrong thoughts, but you must turn away your mind with an impetus that will never allow you to go back. Flee! Flee from these things! In the next epistle he enlarges on the thought, saying, But youthful lusts flee. He had said, earlier, The things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. The apostle was making Timothy the custodian of the truth, and yet this same man was exposed to youthful lusts, the love of money and the pride of having money, for pride goes with it. 

    All this, and more, was possible in one of the most spiritual young men of that age. But is any of us immune? I think not. There are those here, perhaps, before whom a path of distinction opens up with wealth and power; but the apostle speaks solemnly to flee these things, and pursue righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit. It is a longer list than occurs in the second epistle. There it is, pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace. Here we have righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit  six things. The second epistle relates to a believer delivering himself from evil communications, and finding a company with whom he can walk. But here it is a question of the servant being maintained in the service of God, and, as holding to the truth, to flee these things which would damage him. And the apostle says, O man of God! What feeling there is in it! O man of God! Your dangers are great! Your privileges are great! Go in for the privileges! Cleave to them! 

    Well now, the second epistle has in mind the furnishing of the man of God for his service, Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work. I would just touch on the importance of the Scriptures and every aid furnished of God for a right use of them; 

    and first of all, for ones own soul benefit. I know that most young men who are able to serve, read Scripture in order to get texts for preaching. This is good in its place. But the first thing is to get something for oneself, to get light in ones own soul. Let me say, Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable, for teaching me, for convicting me, for correcting me, for instructing me in righteousness. And so, the word to us is, How do we read the Scriptures? How readest thou? The eunuch was reading Scripture, and Philip, guided by the Holy Spirit, asked him, Dost thou then know what thou art reading of?. He did not say, I am glad you are reading the Bible. Of course, he was glad of it. It is a testimony when a man reads his Bible. It is a thousand times better than reading a newspaper. A man reading a newspaper in the train is no testimony. But a man reading a Bible is a testimony. Well, here is a man reading the Scriptures and Philip asked him if he understood what he was reading. He said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? He was an honest man. There are thousands who read the Bible, it may be, out of duty, and you are glad they do. But then, is there someone to help? The Holy Spirit is here for that purpose, and the Lord will give the understanding. And so the Lord would put it upon us to read the Scripture, and to read aright. The Lord said to one man, How readest thou? One has read Scriptures hundreds of times without having seen anything in them, but presently light dawns, and then they are read differently, How readest thou? It is not to be done in a perfunctory sort of way, but as asking the Lord to help, and being free to tell Him when we do not understand a scripture. 

    Someone has said, Never cut a knot in Scripture. Never take a short cut to understand. You will always find a key nearby, if you are dependent on the Lord to show you something. He is ready to give you wisdom every morning as you read the Scriptures. Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable. Even the genealogies of Chronicles and the curses on the mount are profitable. Every scripture is profitable. If one is an honest man he will say, That curse applies to me. That is the idea. It is very testing, but the number of persons is very small who are prepared to say, I deserve to be cursed. But you do deserve to be cursed. Those curses are against us as men. It is important that we should know from what we have been saved. It says here that every scripture is inspired of God and is profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, instruction in righteousness. It is for me, that I may be perfect. Let none think that he has done well, that he can preach well, or that he is getting on. Such a one has hardly begun to understand Levitical principles at all. The less confidence I have the more power I will have. The excellency of the power is of God and not of us. 

    Well, I will now go on to speak of Elijah and Elisha. The young men need to see the dangers that beset them, so that they should not dishonour the great name by which they are called. It is intended to be a sort of leverage in their souls. I should be ashamed, after I take this in, to run after the filthy lucre of this world. Gehazi is a warning in 2 Kings 5. 

    Now the Old Testament times would be like nursery times. Take a man like Elijah. Great as he was, he could not speak of things such as we are saying tonight. Not that one would draw attention to oneself, but Elijah could not preach the gospel as the youngest preacher here could do it, for he was in an imperfect condition. He was in the nursery, kept as a minor until the time appointed by the Father. I make that remark that our minds might be rightly balanced. He belongs to another dispensation. And in our passage he is spoken of as a man of God. He is called this by a person that has been benefited by the prophet. God may have great thoughts about a servant, but the brethren may not have them. What he is may not have become evident in him yet. None of the disciples would have said of Peter what the Lord said of him in Matthew 16. Yet how true he was to his confession. 

    Here it is a question of a man being called a man of God by a person that he has benefited, by the woman of Zarephath who had entertained him for a long time. In truth, he had entertained her, for she and her son were going to die and he kept them alive for a year. That was a great matter. The meal in the barrel did not waste and the oil in the cruse did not fail. It was God who did it. It was not Elijah, though it was at Elijahs word. The farmer might say of the grain that grows in the field, I raised a good crop. It was God who did it! A man sows his seed and rises up day and night. The crop comes. He does not know how, with all his rising up. It is God. What a great thing that is! If you were to ask Elijah about the raising up of this womans son to life, he would say, God did it. Look at the way he entreated God. It was God that did it. The woman was greatly benefited, and she says, By this I know that thou art a man of God. That is how we come into the knowledge of a brothers worth. What he really is becomes evident in the proof that comes to me. If I receive positive help from a brother, I will not listen to anything detrimental to him. Yet there are those who receive help from a man of God and turn a ready ear to ridicule. This woman had a complaint against Elijah. He could not keep her boy alive. He kept the meal and the oil from diminishing, but he could not keep her son alive. That was the kind of feeling she had about him. And it was a serious exercise for Elijah. For after all, the excellency of the power is of God and not of us. But he cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again! And Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah. Elijah prayed, and stretched himself upon the child, but God did the work. It was God who did that. One might say, Elijah, that was a great feat of yours. He would say, No; do not say that, I was at extremity about the thing, I could not have done it; but I did it under God. Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came into him again, and he lived. Elijah had prayed; he stretched himself upon the child; he begged God about it; but God brought the soul back into the child. God did the work! Elijah brought the child down to his mother, but it was God who brought the childs soul back. 

    But there are great things happening today. A brother may get away from God, and is recovered. That is a great work! In principle, the soul has been brought back. It is a spiritual matter. But who would say that he had done it? If God did not do it, it would not be done. But let us look at Elijah. What a peace offering he has! The woman had not been pleased with him. She had discredited the man of God. But now he says, See, thy son lives. But it was God who had done it. God is still doing things. He does them in answer to the prayer. Think of Elijah stretching himself on the dead child! How he prayed to God! He is the one man who is held out as an example of prayer in the New Testament. It is because of prayer, but the work is Gods. Now look at the woman. She says to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. You may say, Of course the word of Jehovah is truth. But this was not written for nothing. The word of God is living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, Hebrews 4: 12. But it is truth. And the important thing is that it is in this mans mouth. The idea of truth is not stressed alone but that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. The woman was adjusted and she was able to name him. I know that thou art a man of God. So that what was done was a confirmation. Now by this I know that ... the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. Bringing the child back to life was the great point with the woman. But God is aiming at bringing all the saints into life; not only into fellowship to partake of the emblems, but to be brought into life. Elijah says, Thy son lives. He is alive! 

    Well now, we go on to Elisha. He represents grace. It is the great grace side in the New Testament and opens up the dispensation of grace by this passage amplifying it. He is a man of God. The title is applied to him more than to any other in all Scripture. It is as if God would say, I want to attach My name to the great grace system. And so Elisha is met by a woman in debt. The creditor was at the door. And Elisha helps her. He solves her difficulties. It is a matter of grace. She is not only to pay her debts; she is to live on the rest. And he is owned as a man of God. And then we have the woman of Shunem who says, This is a holy man of God. She is a greater woman than the woman of Zarephath. She says, This is a holy man of God, even though he has done nothing for her as yet. But he was passing by her door. She had an eye for what was of God. How many in Capernaum thought that of the Lord Jesus? More than a holy man of God was there, but few in Capernaum recognized it! Well now, we are told that Elisha passed by and the woman constrained him to eat. And she said, This is a holy man of God, who passes by us continually. Well now, if her husband had been an alert believer he would have said to his wife, You have more discernment that I have. But they make a small chamber for the prophet with a bed, a table, a seat, and a lampstand. And the woman is rewarded with a child who died. But Elisha restored the child to life. He met every difficulty. And so the present dispensation is the time when things are finished; every difficulty is to be met. But the solution of every difficulty is in relation to the man of God. Think of having such a reputation! Think of the power of it! The little maid that waited on Naamans wife said, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. The solution of the difficulty lay in the man of God. 

    But I want to speak about the great pot. What does it represent? It is like a Bible reading, when the brethren come together, and we may speak one by one. But presently someone brings in what is not right  a wild gourd. The brother may have been thinking of something but has not been subject to the Lord, and says to himself, Now this will give me a little distinction if I bring it in. But when you look into it, it is poison. It is not the truth, and the pot is poisoned by it. They cried out and said, Man of God, there is death in the pot! Who can meet this? Only a man of God. It is a question of persons who are characteristically men of God; characteristically of God. We are of God, the apostle John could say. All the apostles were men of God. The antichrists would not hear them: We are of God; he that knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us, 1 John 4: 6. And so here, the real difficulty must be met by this man of God. Elisha does not complain. He does not rebuke the person that brought in this evil. He said, Then bring meal. Who has the meal? He assumes that there is meal, somewhere, even with the dearth around. It is not easy to provide meal in famine times; nearly everything edible is scarce then. But he assumed that someone had meal, and, thank God, someone did have it. The requisites are always available in times of difficulty. When God is working, all the requisites are available. And so he says, Then bring meal. And he cast it into the pot, and said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot. What a change! You may say, There are not many men of God. Quite so. But the point I am making now is in the idea of being of God. Christianity is of God. Of him are ye in Christ Jesus. The saints are of God, characteristically. And that shuts out all else. So that relief comes in. The solution is found. And there is no harm in the pot. 

    Well, I might say more, for the title is applied to Moses, David, and to several unnamed persons in Scripture. It really alludes to christianity, in the principle of it; christianity is of God. It is characteristically of God. Christ came out from God. And of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. And so we are to be characteristically of God and relief will come; the adjustment of every difficulty will be found. 
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    HOW GOD CARES FOR THE NEEDS OF HIS SERVANTS (JT 74)

    1 Kings 17:1 - 16; 1 Kings 19:1 - 9

    These passages speak of the food provided for Elijah on different occasions, the various ways by which it was secured for the prophet, as well as the instrumentalities employed by God  first a brook, then ravens, next a widow woman, and finally an angel. The subject is rich in instruction, and the brethren will no doubt be turned to the Lord that the truth contained in these passages may be developed with profit. 

    Elijah is not to be regarded only as a prophet; he is also a man of God, and, by extension, he represents the testimony. He appears suddenly, no mention being made of his forefathers or of his genealogy, but speaking at once in power, saying to king Ahab: As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. These were not mere words; these utterances were marked by moral authority, as coming from a man who had a history with God, if not with men. He is alone as he faces the monarch, and, what is more serious still, in confronting Jezebel. What exposure! The enemy would seize every opportunity of attacking him. And so, dear brethren, if any one of us in his measure, or all of us, represent God, we are correspondingly the objects of the attacks of the wicked one. Hence, Jehovah comes in at once; His words concern the prophet himself, his maintenance. Thus, as in the divine service, we must understand that God has spoken as to us, and He will speak about us to others, but He will speak to us also about ourselves, for we must know ourselves, and above all we must know that God cares for us, as we are told: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you (1 Peter 5:7). This applies to the most honoured servant as much as to the weakest saint; God cares for all, but in a special way for those in the forefront of Gods service. 

    The first word addressed to Elijah is: Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward. The question of locality comes in at once. Where shall I go? Am I to choose my locality, or is it to be divinely appointed? Obviously the latter. And then, am I to make a show of myself, to be known as specially sent by God and an object of His special care? Am I to be occupied with my greatness? Am I to occupy others with it? No: Hide thyself by the brook Cherith; that is to be a provision. I am not to assert my right to the torrent. It is not mine only; it is for others also. But I am to understand that all that God has given is to be accepted with thankfulness by those who believe and who know the truth. Elijah is also told: Thou shalt drink of the brook. There is no question about it. Let God be true, but every man a liar (Romans 3:4). Let there be no legalism about it; Thou shalt drink of the brook. And again: I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. A brook has been created by God; it is just water which flows by ordinary gravitation. But the raven was a living creature, an unclean creature, we say. But he was worthy to be taken by Noah into the ark. He did not behave well when he was set free by Noah, but he does here. Thus, dear brethren, we must look at things as God presents them to us, and not pretend that we know more than He does. He said: I have commanded the ravens  not just one  to feed thee there, that is, in the place divinely appointed, not just anywhere. The prophet is not only the object of the care of God, but of His discipline. So that whatever his previous predilections or feelings, all that concerned him was determined by God. 

    This is a most important lesson. Is it only for Elijah? No, it is for us. Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning (Romans 15:4). I have to learn that God is sovereign. He is sovereign in the universe and He must be sovereign in my circumstances. It is told us in verse 5: He went and did according unto the word of the Lord: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. There is no question as to the place; it is just what God had said; at the end of verse 3 it is said: that is before Jordan. Let us learn, if we have not learned, to bring God into our circumstances and let Him be dominant in them. If we are to enter into what His love has so abundantly prepared for us, we must not depart from this principle. Everything here proceeds as divinely indicated: The ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook. There is no modification of the circumstances to gratify nature, no human companionship; but it is the learning time, and he has divine companionship, as in the case of John the baptist in a later day. The Lord calls attention to him with peculiar pleasure: What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? (Luke 7:24). John corresponds with Elijah as we see him in these verses; he was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel (Luke 1:80). 

    Then we are told that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land. This shows that God had not made the brook for Elijah. No doubt it had dried up many times before. There is no miracle accomplished here. The servant and saint must learn to accept the divine provision as it is, and he has to learn deprivation. It is part of the divine instruction. God gives us to understand that we are dependent upon Him for everything. The apostle Paul had learnt not only how to abound but also to suffer need, but he had also learnt, as he says, to be content with his circumstances whatever they were. Thus a saint is made suitable to God, and a servant becomes a man of God. 

    Nothing more is said about the ravens; it is not said that they ceased to serve the prophet. Elijah goes away when the brook has dried up. But he is going to be promoted; he is going to be found in better circumstances; he is going to have human companionship, he is going to have cakes, prepared, may we say, by a sister, for this widow belonged to God. His circumstances are going to be changed; he will not only be with God now, but with the saints. Perhaps this peculiar training in isolation is teaching us to appreciate the company of the saints. 

    The widow of Sarepta had not much, but she was a sister, may we say, and she had a house, and a son, and a little meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; although this was but little, it was of value; it was a provision. There were great possibilities in these vessels and in the little that they contained; but think of the possibilities in this sister! What will be the result? What will there be for God? I think there is here, dear brethren, a most remarkable lesson for us all  to know how to value the company of the saints. Do not enquire as to their bank accounts, their businesses, or their natural connections. They are directly under divine command. Think of the greatness of a handful of saints under the command of God! Think what it is morally, the grandeur of it! God has the rivers under His hand, the clouds, all the birds, and all the animals; the cattle upon a thousand hills (Psalm 50:10) are His. But He has a company of saints in a town under His control; it is a matter of moral and dispensational importance. And what did He bid this woman do? If I have a house and the opportunity of receiving the saints, has God nothing to say to me on this subject? He will give me a commandment. He says: I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. And she was to sustain him there. God had this woman in the city of Sarepta. There were many cities in the world then without a woman like this. There are many cities in this country where there is no company of saints that God can command, and it is the same in all countries. But think of a company of saints in a city like this that God can command. Are we at His disposal? We could not exactly say that this widow was ready for the service which opened up to her. She would not have said to Elijah that Jehovah had commanded her to sustain him; indeed her remarks suggest otherwise. But the prophet knew who it was; he knew long before she did. Her thought was to die when she had eaten the little she had, a most inconsistent frame of mind. If we examine ourselves, dear brethren, we often find this kind of inconsistency in our thoughts. 

    When the prophet reached the city he did not need to enquire where the woman was; it seems that she was the first person he met. He said to her: Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel that I may drink. It is no longer a brook, but a vessel brought to the prophet by the hand of a woman. When we take our place among the saints under divine command, we come into the sphere of vessels. The thought of vessels is extremely interesting; it is certainly a predominant thought in this passage. If this woman had not had this thought of vessels previously  and it does not seem that she had  she received this instruction now. As soon as a young christian comes to this in his own mind, he begins to ask himself about his public appearance. Is he conformed to this world? Is he a pure vessel? Is he a vessel to honour, ready for the Masters use? Evidently this woman had some feeble idea of the thing, and God was going to show her what use He could make of the vessels. We may ask ourselves: What do I possess that is worthy to be put into a vessel? This woman discovers that she has more than she thought she had. If I come into the understanding of command, I shall see that God brings about His commands. I say: Here am I. God will look after the use of the vessel if the vessel is under His command. Scripture says very clearly that our bodies belong to the Lord, and we should possess them in sanctification and honour (1 Thessalonians 4:4). If they are ready for the Masters use, He will use them. Their contents depend upon the divine will. 

    If we realise this instruction, there will be no lack in our localities. The true difficulty lies in the state of the vessels. God has infinite resources, but He desires to make use of human vessels, and in the measure in which they are available He will use them. Thus the vessels, the barrel and the cruse, were used; they were not empty for a whole year and yet the whole household lived on their contents. Where did the meal and oil come from? They were as much under divine command as was the woman. Thus we see from this passage the answer to our local needs. It is a question of the state of the vessels  are we possessing them as vessels to honour, that is to say, sanctified? 

    I have spoken of the fellowship, and we see how in a locality, if we are under divine command, instruction will lead to the assembly, to an understanding of the assembly. The prophet said to the widow, Make me ... a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. Thus as we are under command, the next thing is demand. Make me a little cake first  this is a new lesson. It may seem unreasonable, but divine commands are always reasonable. We have to learn through them. The question arises here of what is going to happen during a long period to come; The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. So we see how divine demand following divine command leads to improved conditions spiritually. Provision is made for my needs, and I know it, until the famine is over. She went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah. 

    In this second divine provision for Elijah we have a remarkable combination of circumstances and line of teaching. It is a question of fellowship. We are brought into the fellowship of Gods Son, which is for all the saints; we are together in this fellowship, and in this fellowship we receive the light of the assembly; this is suggested typically here in the little cake. It is the thought of a whole. It gives the thought of sustenance, in the cake, but typically it has the sense of the Lords words in connection with His supper: Take, eat: this is my body. Elijah and the woman  the mistress of the house, as she is later called  and her son, can be in fellowship together. There is here an appeal to young people who are not yet in the fellowship of Gods Son. It is worthy of your consideration. It is the place of divine command, for our will is not suffered there; but it is also a place of divine demands, and the demands bring out the thought of the assembly. Why should God not bring to light a hidden thought? It is in the fellowship that we find the hidden thoughts. We shall never possess these hidden thoughts until we come where they are to be found. In the assembly are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge (Colossians 2:3). Can you rest where these things are not known? In the fellowship of Gods Son nothing is lacking. Think of the richness, the dignity, and the glory which belong to such a fellowship! 

    Let us consider for a moment the third kind of food provided for Elijah, as we see in chapter 19. We need human companionship; but the prophet Elijah, according to verse 3, left even his servant and went away alone. None of us can remain indefinitely alone in this world. We need the fellowship of the saints; that is why the Lord added to the church such as should be saved (Acts 2:47). But here, alas, Elijah, the great prophet, has left all this and gone away by himself into the desert. He had not been told to do it; it was his own movement; he goes at his own charges. He sits down under a juniper tree, and requests for himself that he may die. What sad language and what a sad position is Elijahs here! So is that of everyone, young or old, who chooses to leave the fellowship. If one does it because he is worldly, he will seek and find his companionship among the ungodly, sacrificing what is of true worth; if he is in measure true, moved by fear like Elijah here, he is alone, without strength and without divine sustenance. He seems to have lost all sense of the need of companionship; he had even left his servant at Beer-sheba. He undertook a long journey without any human companionship. He had no right to count on divine companionship for this journey, but he cannot dispose of it; thank God he could not leave it at Beer-sheba! But see what a descent since Sarepta! We find him like Hagar, in the desert of Beer-sheba; she too had wandered there, driven out of Abrahams house. Elijah is seated under the juniper tree; Hagar had thrown down her son under a tree of the same kind, that is to say she had cast her responsibility to the wind. One who does that is of no use morally. The assembly is composed of those who accept responsibility. 

    The angel said to Hagar: Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand (Genesis 21:18), as if to say: You are responsible for this lad. So it is with Elijah; see what a service had been committed to him, but he had abandoned it. Think of that  a man abandoning such a service as his! It may be that there are those here who have not accepted the responsibility of the little gathering in this city, failing to be found at the prayer meeting, for example, failing to take their part in that which concerns the testimony of God. Well, this is just what Elijah does here. He goes to Horeb to escape his mission. 

    God would show us that even in such circumstances He does not abandon us. To the Corinthians, who were refractory christians, the apostle three times repeats, God is faithful (1 Corinthians 1:9; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Corinthians 1:18). Elijah proves it here. Like the widow of Sarepta, he would go away and die. How poor that is! But God said, I am going to preserve thy life. Indeed He had in mind to use him further. It is said, An angel touched him; this would suggest distance, but nevertheless care. Here also it is a question of a cake. Is not this a touching reminder, recalling to Elijah that he had spoken of a little cake before? It is as if God would say, I have not forgotten the cake. God had the idea from all eternity. He has hidden it through the ages, but He has never given it up. Nor has He given up what concerns this city. If any here is wandering, He would say to you, I have not given up My thoughts concerning you; you are essential to My greatest thoughts. It is thus that in the account of Elijah in the desert we find the cake again. Who had made it? Who had baked it? The angel touched him and said to him, Arise and eat; and the cake baked on the coals and the cruse of water were at his pillow. Elijah is recalled to the kind of care he had had at Sarepta. Instead of a cake prepared by the hand of a sister, it is now simply a cake baked on the coals; but nevertheless it is a cake and the angel said, Arise and eat. God would thus say to him, You are giving up, Elijah, but I am not; I have not given up My thoughts; you are essential to them and I want to remind you  I still need you. And the prophet ate and drank, then he laid him down again. Then we see that he woke a second time; the angel came again and touched him, and again he said to him: Arise and eat. But nothing more is said about the cake. Instruction regarding this has been given to him once; now it concerns the journey that Elijah had undertaken and of the sustenance that was required by him in order to make it. God allowed him to take this way, and furnished him with all that was needed for the journey. God proposed to meet him at the end of it, and this is what He did, as the chapter shows. He gave His servant a task to accomplish; He told him to anoint three men: Hazael, Jehu and Elisha, who should fulfil the required service. It concerned judgment, but Elisha was first anointed, and his name signifies Whose salvation is God. Grace intervenes before judgment was executed. 

    Thus we learn that, although God moves in grace and patience towards His servants, the result in them should be the effecting of His will. 
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    FORGIVENESS OF SINS (JT 76)

    Hebrews 10:14 - 17; 1 Kings 17:17 - 24

    It will be observed that there is a calling of sins to mind with the woman of which I read in 1 Kings and in the first scripture I read it is said that God is not remembering sins. Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work, (2 Timothy 3:16,17). They are not always clear in our minds, but as we enquire into the Scriptures, the Lord helping us, we find clarity, for there is complete agreement in all Scripture. All Scripture, as I have said, is given by inspiration of God, and it is profitable for teaching, conviction, correction and instruction in righteousness. So the wise course for persons not acquainted with these matters is to look into them. There are those that are ever learning, and yet never come to a knowledge of the truth. This is deplorable! For if we never come to a knowledge of the truth, we shall never be free, for the truth sets us free. So one would encourage hearers to recognise that every scripture is inspired of God and profitable, and not intended to baffle anybody or darken anybody, but to enlighten us. God has given us minds, and Christians, those who believe, are said to have the mind of Christ. I am not sure if we are all Christians here, but most are. Christians have the mind of Christ. We are able to think as Christ does. And, of course, Christ is God. These are cardinal truths that I am setting out. There are consequential things in us and one of these is a mind, as it is said. We have the mind of Christ; that is, Christians. And having such a mind, we may be encouraged to open our Bibles at any time and compare spiritual things with spiritual, scripture with scripture, and we shall find that all Scripture agrees with Scripture. This scripture in Hebrews 10 agrees with the scripture in 1 Kings 17. 

    Hebrews 10 tells us that the Holy Spirit is witness to us. He is a witness of many things, but a witness to us that our sins and our iniquities are never remembered any more for ever. I hope that all here can join us in this great and blessed knowledge that belongs to Christians, that God does not remember our sins any more. It is not that He has not remembered them, but that He is not speaking of them any more. Again I say that I hope that all of you can join us in this matter, in this wonderful knowledge that we have forgiveness. God has so committed Himself to the idea of forgiveness that He is preaching it, not simply speaking about it, but preaching it: That repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:47). God not only tells us about forgiveness, that some of the passages in the Bible set forth forgiveness, but He is preaching it. I am here tonight to do my little part in this  the preaching of forgiveness, and I ask any here, whoever they are, who are not forgiven, to think over what I have said, and see if you cannot be one of us. Why should you not be? It is a public matter. God is not only telling us of forgiveness, writing it down in the Scriptures, but He is preaching it, having it preached: that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations beginning at Jerusalem, (Luke 24: 47). He did it at the beginning with twelve men who were commanded to go and preach among the nations and proclaim to them that their sins could be forgiven, that God is ready to forgive. The time for it has come. These men were in power, and at the beginning their preaching was accompanied by works of power from God, and thus these men preached remission of sins. Well now, that is the general fact that I have in mind at this time. 

    Now I proceed to speak of 1 Kings 17, in order to make clear that the woman there, who is a widow, we are told she was a widow of Zarephath, had been entertaining or providing for the prophet Elijah for some time. God had arranged that she should do this for His servant, that this woman should provide for him. Previously He had ordered the ravens to feed Elijah. He had ordered the brook to run down where Elijah was, so that he could drink of the brook. The ravens brought meat and bread and the water came down in the torrent. There was plenty of water for the time being, but it dried up. It lasted a considerable time, and when it dried up God arranged that this woman, called the widow of Zarephath, should provide for Elijah, His servant, and now she is doing it. He had been in the east near the Jordan, but the brook dried up so he had to go across the country to the place of the widows residence. She was near the Mediterranean, and God had commanded this widow to provide for His servant, which the widow did. Elijah finds the widow near her house and she was the first person he met as he reached the place. She had an only son. It was a time of famine and they were suffering from the famine and so was Elijah. 

    Now these are things that I am seeking to bring before you, and again I ask if there are any here not forgiven; if so they should look into the matter as I proceed. At this particular time, there was this widow woman, who had herself no means of livelihood except a little meal in a barrel and a little oil in a cruse, coming out of the town to gather a few sticks to make a fire so that she could cook the little meal and the little oil, that she and her son might eat the little and die. That is the picture. You may say, I am not likely to be in those circumstances; but the question is, Are you not in those circumstances now? If you are still in your sins, unforgiven, you are. This woman does not seem to be occupied with sins; she is occupied with the little meal and the little oil and occupied with the thought of her son, both in their sins, ready to die. A sorrowful picture! You say, I am not in that case. Certainly you are if your sins are not forgiven. You are in a worse case. She was not concerned about her sins at this time, but the conversation went on between the widow and Elijah, the conversation about the little she had, and Elijah says to her, Fear not. He had the mind of God. And so I would say to anyone not forgiven, Fear not, but fear God, for He is to be feared. For also our God is a consuming fire, (Hebrews 12:29). Our God  that is the Christians God. It is a question of God as such. He is a consuming fire, and we have to do with God. There is a good reason for unforgiven sinners to be afraid, good reason to fear. 

    Now Elijah said. Fear not. I am not going into further details except to say that the widow and her son and Elijah lived for a whole year on the little oil she had in the cruse and the little meal in the barrel. They lived for a whole year on that. Well, you say, that is something beyond my experience. It is not beyond the experience of persons that know God. Elijah knew God, and had confidence in saying to the widow, Fear not. So the year is spent; there was no food, there was no rain, but the meal in the barrel and the oil in the cruse did not fail. It does not say how big the barrel was, but the point is, that they came through with very small supplies, but they did not starve for a whole year. Our God is a God of miracles, a God of wonders, a Saviour God. Our God is a forgiving God; there is forgiveness with Him. He does not ration out forgiveness. Indeed it is not a commodity to be rationed, it is with God and like other things that are with God, there is plenty of it. God is reaching toward you that you may draw near to Him. He is ready to receive you. If you have not got your sins forgiven, then I would say, God has forgiveness with Him that He might be feared. Pardon me for repeating my enquiry, as to whether there are persons here whose sins are not forgiven, because it is a serious matter. May you not go out of the door of this room unforgiven! It is a hazardous thing for you to do. Get your sins forgiven and go out of the door with forgiveness. There is forgiveness with God. That is what we are reading in this scripture. 

    The scripture shows that Elijah is kept alive, and the woman, and the boy; these three persons are kept alive for a year. God is a God of wonders. His name is Wonderful. Among the wonders of God is the fact that He can forgive sins and many sins. However many you may have, they can all be forgiven. The Lord Jesus has been the sin-bearer. Peter, speaking about believers, says of the Lord Jesus, Who himself bore our sins in his body(1 Peter 2:24). Paul says, For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified, (Hebrews 10:14). Perfected for ever. Well, now, the widow, and the boy and Elijah lived for a whole year on the little meal and the little oil, but in course of time the son dies. I am endeavouring to bring before you, who are unforgiven persons in your own experience, how this widow illustrates you. She had not yet any trouble in her conscience about her sins, but when the boy dies she begins to be troubled about her sins. It is solemnly true that while God is a forgiving God, and has forgiveness with Him, and the Holy Spirit is witness that sins are forgiven and never remembered any more; yet a great many people are not forgiven, or are not consciously forgiven. 

    Now God is reaching out to you, that you might be afraid, afraid of your unforgiven state, and that you may have to do with God about it; that an element of fear may come into your heart when you know you have to do with God. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God, (Romans 14:11). The circumstances surrounding us are put in our way in grace so that we might stop and look around, and see if there is not something wrong in our histories. How it is we are not like others who have their sins forgiven all these years, and who have a witness to it, and no less a witness than the Holy Spirit? Why should anybody be so burdened with a load of sins on his back, on his shoulders, when we have the means right by us, and the witness of the Holy Spirit, that the Lord Jesus became the sin-bearer, has borne our sins in His body on the tree? At that time God forsook Him. Think of that! God forsook His beloved Son. The Lord Jesus Himself said to God: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?(Matthew 27:46). What a question it was! Think of what it must have been to God to hear that, from One of whom it is said: The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand, (John 3:35). And yet He has to say this to God, Why hast thou forsaken me?(Matthew 27:46). Well, that belongs to the doctrine of what I am speaking of, not that I am going to preach doctrine, but doctrine has value. It is for us to know that there is such a thing as doctrine, what is called the apostles doctrine. It is most important to understand that, if we are at all exercised about this matter of our sins and how the matter has been dealt with. There is no time for that now, but the Bible is for that, so that we look into the doctrine to get Gods mind about the forgiveness of our sins. We are to be perfectly assured, and the doctrine assures us. 

    Well now, this boy dies. This is one of the many circumstances to arrest persons that are not forgiven. You are going about this world as an unforgiven person. You are no pleasure to God as moving about in this town or in another town unforgiven, and yet there are millions of persons moving about unforgiven. The matter of sins has been settled fully to Gods glory and satisfaction, and to the satisfaction of the conscience of every believer, and we want you, we believers, we want you to join us in this matter of forgiveness. We want you to become a forgiven person and we are telling you now that things may happen to you. A child may die, a wife may die, a husband may die. You say. Sorrowful thing, we must provide for the funeral. About this young person, it is a very terrible thing, he or she is dead, and the parents, the brothers and sisters, the neighbours, are careless about this matter of forgiveness. God is not careless, so He causes this widow to remember her sins. Many are like her, carrying their sins about and never settling them. God says, It does not suit Me to have you moving about on My earth with a load of sins. God says, I am not satisfied. Most of those in this hall have settled the matter of their sins, and God is pleased about it. It is a great thought, having the sense that God is pleased with you. He is pleased with all believers. Believers have their sins forgiven. Why are you not among them? God is saying to you, that sometime something will happen, but He wants you to be forgiven, if you are not forgiven yet. He is endeavouring to awaken you. Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light, (Ephesians 5:14). You who have not done that yet, God is endeavouring to awaken you. Like Jonah, who went to sleep and was aroused from his slumbers: What meanest thou, sleeper?(Jonah 1:6). Your sins are not dealt with; you are still carrying them about; your sins are unforgiven. 

    God is persistently saying things to you, and He will continue. God has spoken to me and many more of us. God says things to us loudly so as to awaken us to our danger as unforgiven sinners, because God is a God of light and He sees your sins and your danger. He is warning you that every knee must bow to Him and every one must confess to Him. At this time, if you confess to God, you will be saved. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else, (Isaiah 45:22). There is forgiveness with God. He is preaching it. Through this man [the Lord Jesus Christ] is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, (Acts 13:38). All believers are justified from all things; that is the gospel, not simply the doctrine but the fact of the gospel. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else(Isaiah 45:22). Why are you moving about this great city with the load of your sins upon you, when God speaks to you and proposes forgiveness? As I said, things happen in our lives so that we might look and see why we are moving about carrying our sins upon our backs, whereas God proposes to forget them; the work that enables God to do that, was done in the death of Christ, but in order that you might get the benefit of that fact you must get forgiveness. Well, you say, I need nothing to be saved. Well, that is where you make a mistake. There is something you must have to be saved, and this is faith. It is for you, if you want to be saved, and to enjoy what we are enjoying  the forgiveness of our sins. You must have faith. 

    I want to show now how this widow of Zarephath lost her boy. It is a very real matter. The boy was dead. As soon as it happens she says to the prophet, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance?. Well now, I have been saying that the doctrine is: Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more (Hebrews 8:12). That is a great relief. If your conscience is awakened, this word will bring relief. 

    Come, believe it now, and say I am a forgiven man. All that believe are justified from all things (Acts 13:39). That is the gospel. Well, now, as to this woman; And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore that there was no breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?. She thought Elijah had slain her son, whereas he had not. It was God that did it. God did it to help the woman that the woman might get to know her need of forgiveness. God did it. God has a right to do what He will, and a right to take life. I would say to all here, God can claim the life of your boy, your girl, your husband. God has a perfect right to do it if He wishes. God is saving people today, but He may bring death in in order to save one or another. This boy dies in order that the mother might be saved, but she blames the prophet. Generally when these things happen we blame someone else. What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?. You can understand how Elijah would be distressed, how any servant of the Lord would be distressed. A poor widow who had entertained him for a year, and now her boy dies, and she blames him. It is a real plight. I want to show how God uses His servants to settle such matters. Elijah says to the poor widow: Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?. You can understand the circumstances; Elijah felt them, but God is looking on. If there is anyone here unforgiven, God is looking on. 

    He is listening to what I am saying, and to what you are hearing. He would have you come to know that what has happened to cause you trouble, to cause you to suffer, is to awaken you. 

    And so it goes on: And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again. Now listen, dear friends: And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said. See, thy son liveth. Is not light streaming into your soul as that passage is read? Does it fit your case, that boy, that girl, that husband has died and you are still living, as an unforgiven person, not pleasurable to God at all? God gave His Son for you, that you might be relieved, that your sins might be remembered no more, that your conscience might be free. As we said before, All that believe are justified from all things (Acts 13:39). It is worth while to have this sorrow that one might be relieved from the burden of unforgiven sins. God is preaching forgiveness of sins to you now. He is forgiving sins. It is part of His work. The blessed God is labouring in this sphere of things. He is preaching it, to bring people to the knowledge of this fact that each should judge himself, for as he comes in contact with God there must be repentance. That is being preached too. The two things go together. Forgiveness is preached and repentance is preached. God says. You can repent too. I am opening the door wide so that you can repent. Tell Me all about your sins; what your life has been. Others do not know, but you know and I know. Why should you go about this earth with a load of sins on your back? God is saying, I am preaching to you to repent. Repentance and remission of sins are preached among all nations. There must be this element of repentance and what goes with it is faith. I would call attention to what is said in the gospel of Luke about the woman who was a sinner; she was a bad person. She came into the house where the Lord Jesus had been invited by a man called Simon. This woman came in and she stood behind the Lord Jesus, weeping. It does not say any more about her than that, only that she had many sins. But the great fact is that the Lord says, Her many sins are forgiven (Luke 7:47). That is the point  her many sins  the Lord said that. The Lord is ready to meet you, there is nothing in His heart for you but relief for you, to relieve you of those sins. He knows how many they are. We who believe can say. He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. He knows them well. This woman, who was a sinner, had many sins. The Lord Jesus, the blessed Holy Saviour, said to Simon: Her many sins are forgiven(Luke 7:47). There is hardly anything I can say to you that would be a finer example of the Saviour that saves, than the incident of this woman who had many sins, but whose many sins were forgiven. 

    Well, I now come back to this widow of Zarephath. It says of Elijah, He stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again. These matters are very important and it requires more than we think. We may think very lightly of the matter of the gospel and the matter of forgiveness. But much had to be done and much is being done. Elijah stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again. Now Elijah is a type of Christ. He can take up the cause of this woman and this boy, and cry to God about the whole matter and God hears him. He is a type of Jesus. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,(1 Timothy 2:5). Elijah is a type of this Man. If there is here a person who is not forgiven, the Lord is concerned about you. Elijah is concerned about this boy, because of the boys mother. God is concerned about each one of you, because God has rights over you; God is concerned over you, because your parents know that their child needs to be saved. The Lord is concerned about you as Elijah is concerned about this woman and this boy, and is crying to God for them. And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. 

    Well now, that is a great matter. Oh, that that might happen before us in this hall, to that boy for whom we are crying to God, while the poor mother is mourning and sorrowing. Well, will that happen? God is a God of wonders. He has given His Son to die that we might live. He will forgive you; do you believe it? And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah. Wonderful picture! The poor widow receiving her boy back again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. 

    We may apply that to any one that is not a Christian, that is unforgiven, that faith is coming into your soul, because the element of faith must be with you or nothing will happen. Without faith it is impossible to please God. So with this poor widow clearly faith was there. And Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. You are converted, God has caused the circumstances, so that you have come into blessing your sister, your brother, your husband, your neighbour, God has worked with them all. That is the idea, and God is going on with this work of forgiveness. Elijah has had the boy up in the upper chamber, it is called a loft, and he comes down now into the living room and the poor widow is there in her sorrow, but the boy has come down now alive. He is really alive, he can talk. Elijah says. There he is. I am not seeking to put anything into this which is not there, but I am speaking of Gods thoughts that might come into your heart even now. The thing you are worrying about, your boy, God is going to turn your sorrow into blessing for you, as He did in the recovery of this boy. 

    Well, to come back to the passage. The boy is taken down and given to his mother. Well now, what happens? And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. That is the idea  speaking the truth; that is what is needed. The idea of the gospel is to spread the truth. The truth is to be spread into human hearts, and the truth spreads into the soul of this woman. She is no longer worrying about her sins. That is why I read the passage in Hebrews, because the Holy Spirit is seen there as the power for any sinner that will draw near to God who will tell him, Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more (Hebrews 8:12). How can you go along with sins on your conscience? In faith take advantage of what God has provided, when there is such a witness as the Holy Spirit here who will assure you that your sins and your iniquities are remembered no more. 

    That is all I have to say in seeking to bring out the truth of the passage in Hebrews. The great cardinal truth of the gospel that God is not remembering sins and that the believer has the witness of the Holy Spirit that his sins and iniquities will not be remembered any more for ever. I want everyone here to leave this room with the knowledge in his soul that his sins and iniquities are remembered no more. 

    May God grant it. 
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    THE SERVICE OF ELIJAH (1) (JT 78)

    1 Kings 17: 1 - 24

    JTThe subject now before us in Elijah is chosen because certain features attach to the prophet, and perhaps will be instructive to us as we look over them. It will be known by those who know the New Testament that Elijah is frequently noticed in it, and in the Old Testament too. For instance in the last chapter of the Old Testament Jehovah said, Behold, I send unto you Elijah the prophet. It is hoped in considering the matter that the truth will come into remembrance in the New Testament as well as in the Old, because Elijah is an extraordinary person. He is received up into heaven without dying. He has come. He had come, but now Jehovah promises that he is to come before certain things are to happen. Elijah restores certain things, which ought to be considered too. They are to be restored and Elijah is to do it. It will help us to speak about it. 

    SMcCWould the fact that the element of mystery enters into the introduction of Elijah and also his being taken into heaven fit with the present time? He is introduced suddenly without any reference to his parents or anything else. 

    JTThere are many items that we shall have to consider as we proceed. It is remarkable that he is introduced suddenly. We are not told who he is at first. And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. That is remarkable. He is a mysterious man, he appears suddenly and speaks as he is divinely appointed to do; he stands before Jehovah and there is to be no dew or rain without him  remarkable! 

    LESHis name, Whose God is Jehovah, has a mysterious touch to it. The light of that, the wealth of that in his soul would bear upon his ministry. 

    JTJust so. We hope the ministry will flow out in our ears, the ministry that the Spirit of God will give us, that it will be clear to us as we proceed. I suppose we could say there is hardly anyone more familiar to us than Elijah. 

    CCTHis position is right, is it not? He says he stands before Jehovah. 

    JTHe says, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand. Very good. 

    JMcKDo you think Jamess reference to Elijah stands related to what you have in mind? Elias was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with prayer that it should not rain; and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months; and again he prayed, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth caused its fruit to spring forth. The prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

    JTQuite so. He prayed twice. 

    JMcKI was wondering how our righteousness comes in, in your mind. James says, The fervent supplication of the righteous man has much power. Elias was a man of like passions to us. 

    JTHe is assuming it. So that James comes in there, you might say, an instructor for us. Elias was a man of like passions  a brother near to us. He was a natural sort of man, shall we say. 

    ADSIn verse 1 of the chapter it seems to be Elijah speaking, but from then on up to verse 10, the record is by the Holy Spirit. Elijah is referred to in the third person as he and him. Is that significant? 

    JTVery good. He is the subject of the chapter, And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. 

    And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the torrent; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So that these are very important items that we have before us. Now the first thing to notice is, the word of Jehovah came to him saying, Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward. Why should he turn eastward? Geography comes into the Scriptures. These things are history, history enters into all these things. What happened fifty years ago is important and has a bearing on things now. 

    JLFIs it true that sometimes God intends the ministry of a servant to be characterised by the time of the ministry? 

    JTQuite so. Mr. Stoneys books have been republished. I think we should look into, and understand, his ministry. 

    SMcCI am thankful for what you say, because there has been a great lack of reading Mr. Stoneys ministry. Some think that it is all embodied in F.E.R.s ministry, but Mr. Stoney had his own distinctive line. 

    JTQuite so. His ministry preceded F.E.R. 

    SMcCExactly, and has its own distinctive touch. 

    JTF.E.R.s is largely eternal life; Mr. Stoneys, union with Christ. 

    AHYou were referring a few days ago to the greatness of certain persons brought before us in Scripture, I wondered whether the greatness of this man shines out in verse 1 of this chapter, the Spirit of God recording it so that we should as a result pay great attention to his ministry. 

    JTThat is what is before me. 

    AHI referred to it not to enlarge on it now, but to lay emphasis in our souls as to the importance of his ministry. 

    JTI quite go with what you say. 

    JLFThe Lord emphasises that in Luke. He speaks of the days of Elijah and the time of Elisha, 

    as though these servants give character to the day in which they live. In what a forceful way Elijah speaks here, an absolute word from God! 

    JTIt is authoritative, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. Most remarkable! 

    JLFI was just wondering if there should not be an exercise with us to regard the authoritative side of the ministry, and to be engaged with what the Spirit brings before us in our own day. The character of the ministry would correspond with the time in which we are living. It speaks of the time of Elijah and the day of Elias, that amounted to more than anything else that may have happened at that time. 

    SWill you say something further in relation to Elijahs turning eastward? 

    JTThe points of the compass come in. He was to turn eastward. The east would be exhilarating, it would be an encouraging feature. The points of the compass are often spoken of in relation to the tabernacle in the book of Numbers. East, west, north and south  the points of the compass are important and the Spirit of God uses them. We should notice them too and understand what they mean. 

    SMcCWould the epistle to the Romans help us in regard to the question of the eastward side? Paul says, Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. I thought that would link with the Pauline side. 

    JTJust so. So we see further he was to turn eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. We are told where the torrent is. Then we are told further, Thou shalt drink of the torrent; and (notice this remark) I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. And he went and did according to the word of Jehovah; he went and abode by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the torrent. That is what he did. He did what he was told, And it came to pass after a while that the torrent dried up, for there had been no rain in the land. And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, Arise, go to Zarephath, which is by Zidon, and abide there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. An important word, there is instruction in all this for us, And he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the entrance of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, Fetch me I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And she went to fetch it. Please read on from verse 11. 

    WCAnd he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son. 

    JTNow notice this, how exquisite his words are, a little water in a vessel. Notice that. Not only a little water, but it is in a vessel, a vessel in which it is contained. The Holy Spirit has a vessel down here. 

    ADSIs it not impressive that the word of Jehovah comes to him and he is obedient to the word that comes to him; then the woman is obedient to the word of Elijah? 

    JTJust so. The hearers are to have their ears open to hear and be obedient. 

    RemShe was a vessel ready, I was thinking of Lydia in the Acts, Whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul. 

    JTShe listened to the words spoken by Paul. 

    CCTShe was a widow woman, not just a woman. 

    JTScripture is full of such references, Let thy widows trust in me, Jeremiah 49: 11. God will help them. They can count on God helping them. 

    RWSIs the hand in the end of verse 11 worthy of further comment? Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And she went to fetch it, and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. Would the hand be the thought of a member, just a detail such as the vessel? 

    JTThe hand, that was the vessel used. 

    SMcCWould we have the manhood of Christ and the Spirit in the type of the meal and the oil in the vessel? I was thinking of these two types, Christs manhood here and the Spirit here in the assembly. These are two outstanding features of the dispensation. 

    JTNow what did you say about the Spirit? 

    SMcCIt says in verse 12, And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse. I thought the meal in the barrel would suggest the manhood of Christ, and the oil in the cruse the great thought of the Spirit in the assembly. 

    JTI would go with that. 

    JLFIs it significant that the oil and the water are each contained in a vessel? 

    SThe prophet refers to a vessel. She speaks of what she has and it is in suitable vessels, nothing is lost. 

    JTNow look at this. She says Behold, I am gathering two sticks  the futility of that, gathering two sticks to prepare something to die with instead of live with. We ought to notice that, Behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. Think of that! The principle of eating is to live, And Elijah said to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but ... notice the but; ... make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. That is to say she and her son will be taken care of; but do not forget the servant, whoever the servant is, let us not forget him, and see to it that what he says is done and done right, because he is serving God and doing what is right in the eyes of God. 

    AHAre you suggesting that the word of God coming to us, indicates that what we have and are holding in a clean way will sustain us in life? 

    JTVery good. And we eat to live, not to die. 

    AHI was thinking of the brethren walking together in truth through grace, holding the truth in clean vessels, and when that is made use of it will sustain us in life. 

    JTElijah will do what is right in the eyes of God and she would be looked after in due time as we will see in a moment. So Elijah says, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me; and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. Now that is an important thing to notice because he is making himself felt. Of course, the servant of God is to be served, but much more important is his service. Verse 14, For thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: The meal in the barrel shall not waste (notice this) neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! And she went and did according to the word of Elijah. She is obedient, she did not quarrel with the word of Elijah, not the word of God, but the word of Elijah, the servant of God. And she, and he, and her house (notice this wording) her house. She has a house  it is not her son that is mentioned  ate a whole year. The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah. So that is a remarkable thing and we should all take to heart what God provides for us, and make the servant of God first, and God will provide for us. We may be sure of it. 

    ADSOne is impressed with your remark in connection with the thought of the woman, she was going to eat and die, that was her outlook, but we do not want to have that before us, those of us who are advanced in years. 

    JTThere are several of us like that here and that is a good word for us. 

    ADSBut the ministry of Elijah to her served to change her outlook, so to speak, practically; our outlook is not engaged with death, but beyond that. 

    JTI do not think we should be occupied with death coming, but the coming of the Lord should be before us. The Lord will come for us. 

    WCWhat did you have in mind when you remarked about maintenance? You said that was a big word  maintain thee. 

    JTCare for us, not only the detail of your food and clothing, but maintain  a big word, we thank God for it. He will maintain us. 

    JWDIs there any sense in which these matters are linked on with the service today? Is there any sense in which the governmental thought is connected with the service of God today? He had power in prayer, and I was questioning if that came within the range of service today in connection with public events in this world. It says, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. There is a great deal in the world today that is current and I was wondering if we have a share in this kind of service. 

    EJMMr. D, is asking if these things have a bearing on us in the present day. You are not bringing out ministry bearing on Elijahs day, but applying to us today. 

    JWDYes, that is what I thought. 

    JTI certainly think so. We have twenty-five or thirty three-day meetings of this kind in this country a year and these things are having a great effect on the saints of God all over the world, I believe that is so. 

    RWSThe service of God is to go on however terrible the conditions themselves become. The service of God proceeds despite conditions and will proceed until the day in which Jehovah sendeth rain. Verse 14, The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth!. Will not our meetings and the service of God proceed right to the end? 

    JTI believe that is right, I go with that fully, and we should not forget to look for the Lord to come. The dispensation is about to end and we ought to love His appearing, not only the Lords coming, but His appearing in glory. 

    JKWe see Elijah as being cared for; do we not see the servants of God being cared for in our day? 

    JTQuite so. We hope that there is something of that in this very hall today, that we will be protected. We are being protected and helped. 

    JKSo that there are always those who are vessels in which the Spirit is dwelling who minister to the servants. 

    JTJust so. So that they may be properly maintained in every sense, not only as to clothes and food, but in travel and all we have to do in serving the Lord. 

    CCTSo on the other side we have in this hall those who receive the word and do it as we have in verse 15. She went and did according to the word of Elijah. So that we should expect a result from the ministry in this hall, an answer in our hearts. 

    JTJust so. So we have the assurance, The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse ... (notice, not just the oil, but) the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! And she went and did according to the word of Elijah and she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year. They ate for a whole year instead of a day or two and then dying. For a whole year she, and he, and her house ate; the dignity of the place is mentioned. 

    CCTThe exercise is not so much her son, but she and he and her house. 

    JTJust so. 

    SMcCWould these references in verse 14 to the vessel and also to the house set out in type the dignity of the assembly in a locality? The Lord is helping us as to that, is He not? 

    JTJust so, days of recovery. 

    JKIs the way he calls attention to the mighty source also good, Jehovah sendeth rain (verse 14)? 

    JTJust so, Jehovah does it. That we can count on, God will do anything that we need, there will be nothing missing. 

    EJMI am wondering why the woman comes first at the end of verse 15 rather than Elijah: And she went and did according to the word of Elijah; and she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year? Is that consideration important to the one who is acting upon the ministry? 

    JTQuite so, I would say that. 

    AHAnd do you think she might represent the activity of the local company? 

    JTQuite so. 

    CCTThe object of these meetings, and the ministry given is to see that the service of God is carried through. 

    EJMWhat is the thought of the new test that comes to this woman and her house? Is it deeper establishment in her soul in regard to the word of God? Her son becomes ill and eventually dies. She has taken on the truth in verse 16, and proved the word of God to be faithful and in the next verse there is a new test. It came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. And she said to Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come to me to call mine iniquity to remembrance, and to slay my son? And he said to her, Give me thy son. Is this to establish the work of God in our souls? 

    JTQuite so. She says, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come to call mine iniquity to remembrance, and to slay my son? And he said to her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the upper chamber. Notice that, he takes him away from her, away from mere nature. 

    EJMHe does not speak about her iniquity; she speaks about her iniquity. And he brings in the power of God in resurrection. 

    JTQuite so. In verse 19 it says he took him, that is her son, out of her bosom, and carried him up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three times. I want you to notice what I am saying. He is taking the son out of the womans bosom, that is where nature is. He is dying there. 

    He takes him up to the upper chamber and stretches himself upon him. And he says, Jehovah, my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three times. Now that is a wonderful thing and we should notice it  the actual stretching of the prophet on the boy. And then what happens? It says, And Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came into him again, and he lived. Now that is a wonderful statement, how life is brought in where there was death. 

    EJMYou remarked earlier in the meeting that we should expect some profit to come from these meetings locally. And it seems to me the exercise in your mind is represented here in the exercise of Elijah. He stretched himself three times and cried to God, and the result of that is life revived in a local assembly. 

    JTVery good. 

    EJMIs your idea that we might have exercise before God that life might be produced here? 

    JTIs life colouring the meeting or is death colouring it, conditions causing death morally among the brethren? That is the question. 

    EJMDo you emphasise the distinction of the upper chamber as against the bosom? 

    JTHer bosom represents nature, but he is a man of God. He takes him out from her influence and has him under his own influence. And see what he does. First of all it says, He stretched himself upon the child three times (verse 21), and cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, I pray thee, let this childs soul come into him again! And Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came into him again, and he lived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and delivered him to his mother; and Elijah said, See, thy son lives. It is a different house now, life is in the house instead of death. A beautiful thing, See thy son lives. Beautiful! Is there any death in Chicago?  life should take the place of it. 

    EJMI think that is wonderful, and so the end of the exercise is, And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth. What I had in my mind is that this passage is exceedingly exercising to all those here who represent local assemblies. 

    JTSo he is called the man of God and had great influence. And the great question is now, are there any men of God in Chicago? where are the men of God? The men of God are great persons. 

    SMcCIn verse 24, the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God. Is it only by life in operation in our cities, that we are confirmed in the authority of the ministry and what represents God? 

    JTThat is true. Can we be called men of God? a wonderful title  men of God! Elijah was one, but there are very few called men of God. 

    RWSIn thy mouth is truth. Is that the gain of this kind of meetings, positive impressions that we get here that we would not get in the written ministry? In thy mouth, the gain of being here. 

    JTBy Gods mouth. 

    RWSWe get more by being here than by the written ministry. The idea being if you can be here, be here, where the word comes from the mouth. 

    JTThat is really important. The woman recognised the word of Jehovah. 

    SWould not the stretching of himself upon the child be how our local exercises are to be met, the power of God operating today? Elijah feels things himself and comes into close contact with the condition there. 

    JTSo this chapter is most interesting and powerful because it involves Christ operating. So the main thing at the present time is that He is operating on the principle of life, not on the principle of death. 

    JLFDo you think this exercise is carried forward into the Acts in connection with Eutychus? 

    JTPaul went down and fell upon him, an important assembly chapter. In that chapter we have the breaking of bread on the first day of the week. 

    AHWould you say that the fruit of this exercise of the woman would represent the local assembly making use of the upper chamber? 

    JTI think so. Great instruction came to the woman because he brought in life, you know, life to her son and brought him down from the upper chamber and into the house. He is in the house now. A great change comes about through these exercises. 

    AHDo you think the woman might say, I will live in that upper chamber? 

    JTI think so. She probably drew the attention of others, too, who came to see her, and told them about Elijah and what had happened to her son. 

    CCTWould you say that the man of God in a locality would keep the saints in the upper room level all the time? 

    JTThat is a word for us. That word is used in the Acts. 

    WMcKThe prophet refers to the soul of the child. I was wondering if the soul suggested the matter of right spiritual feelings, holy inward feelings that come into evidence. 

    JTThe word soul is very much used in Scripture. The soul is inward. A surgeon could open up a man, and go a way down, and never find his soul. The word is very effectively used in Scripture and we have to understand what it means  every living soul; it brings us back to Genesis 1. 

    WMcKYou were referring to the Acts. Holy spiritual feelings are coming into evidence now. 

    JTJust so. Now I was saying, and it is just as well to go back, that you cannot find a mans soul physically, it is a spiritual matter. We should understand what Scripture says and be able to talk about it. 

    AHThe importance of influence on the spiritual part of a man is seen in that he stretched himself three times on the child. 

    JTHe has influence on him spiritually and physically. He comes in touch with his body, his body has heat in it, it is warm. Paul says of the youth, His life is in him  he has warmth in him, that affects life in the body. 

    RHThese things involve patience  a work of this kind. 

    JTQuite so. Where you get two it is the idea of testimony, but three is more than testimony; it is power, it is a subjective idea. Seven is a word used and twelve. We should notice how numerals are used in Scripture and use them properly. 

    CCTShould not the son develop into a man of God like the prophet? 

    JTJust so. 

    JKCould we not also give the application of this to the present dispensation? The prophet stretches himself three times, indicating the exercise of soul through which he himself goes. 

    JTYou tell us how these exercises work out in Council Bluffs. 

    JKI think the Lord is helping us. 

    LTLife, the testimony of life. I am going there and I would be very thankful to testify to life. 

    JKI was thinking the Lord helps us in dealing with these things and making them our own, entering into them. He comes in and brings in life, and life is restored, is that not so? 

    JTJust so. 

    WCSay a word in closing as to the power seen in the man of God. I notice in your ministry that you have said we should watch closely every scripture, and understand the working of the Holy Spirit. I wondered if we should see that in this chapter. 

    JTI think it is not only noticed but greatly proved, and we should thank God for that. 
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    THE ONENESS OF THE BODY (JT 86)

    Exodus 12:46,47; 1 Kings 17:13; 1 Corinthians 10:16 (last clause),17

    JTThese scriptures are selected in the hope that we may learn through them how the body of Christ, as composed of all believers, is reached in the history of believers from the beginning. These scriptures, and others like them in the Old and the New Testaments: present the whole idea as applied to persons, or as applied to Christ or God or to the saints. The Old Testament laid down originally that Jehovah our God is one Jehovah (Deuteronomy 6:4); that was foundational, running through. See also Zechariah 14:9. In the New Testament we have the thought applied to our calling, One body and one Spirit and one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all Ephesians 4:4 - 6, each great idea carrying the whole thought. So to us there is one God, the Father ... and one Lord, Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 8:6. The Deity may be spoken of, either in the Father or in the Son or in the Spirit, but there is never any idea or suggestion of three deities  always one. So the thoughts in these scriptures will suffice us to consider this subject. First the passover, the law requiring that a bone should not be broken  that is, it is a whole thought, it is Christ, but, as it were, the whole thought as to Him, not partial. Then in Elijah we have what corresponds, namely, a cake, a little cake but still a whole thought. He first asked for a morsel of bread, but he eventually asked for a little cake to be made for him first; so, if we partake of the passover, our passover, as it says, sacrificed for us 1 Corinthians 5:7  God would have His portion in the cake something that is the outcome of exercise, which the cake suggests, however small. It is not part of a cake, but a cake, a little one but still a cake. Then in the third scripture we have the two thoughts combined; that is, the body of Christ, His own personal body which He took and in which He died, and out of that develops: We, being many, are one loaf, one body  this all centring in the Lords supper. We shall have, of course, in connection with the passover, to speak of what is initial in the believers history, how this thought is there  a constitutional thought, as we may call it  from the very outset. The New Testament says, Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth 1 Corinthians 5:7,8, but it is Christ as a whole, as we may say, not a divided Christ; for that is the word the apostle uses in this epistle, Is Christ divided?. 1 Corinthians 1:13. He is not divided; He is to be apprehended and appropriated as food in the passover, which presents the whole Person in a particular way, that is, a sacrificial way, the Lamb of God. 

    ACIn the verse read it says, In one house shall it be eaten. 

    JTShowing that it is on family lines, for God builds up the structure in that way on family lines. It develops into a nation in Israel, and in us it is one body. 

    EBGDoes the thought of sacrifice lie behind all these scriptures? In Exodus it is the passover; then in regard to the woman in Kings, the handful of meal seems to be all that was between her and death, and she is asked to surrender that; then there is the thought of Christ our passover, which you have alluded to. 

    JTI think that is good  the sacrificial thought, for, aside from it, our spiritual constitution must be extremely defective. John the baptist refers to the sacrifice; he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. John 1:29. He saw in Him what was sacrificial, as coming to him, and that must enter into our constitution as believers. We shall be very wanting and without correspondence entirely to Christ unless the sacrificial element is in our constitution. 

    QuesWhat effect has the sacrificial side upon our constitution on our side in our walk and pathway? 

    JTIt affects us so that we are persons who sacrifice; To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased Hebrews 13:16, and many other such scriptures. On a higher level, we are constituted priests according to Peter to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ, 1 Peter 2:5. The word carries with it the thought of surrender; sacrifice costs us something; it cost Jesus Himself His life. 

    RemThe whole thought is referred to in John 1: Behold the Lamb of God, John 1:36 and towards the end of the gospel it is referred to by John the evangelist. 

    JTIt carries the whole thought through in the sacrifice of Christ, A bone of him shall not be broken. John 19:36. In any sacrifice our Lord went through, it is Himself, it is the whole Christ, not a partial one. The failure to see this truth tends to sectarianism. Is Christ divided?, 1 Corinthians 1:13 says the apostle; if He is not divided, then the saints should not be divided. If they are on a sacrificial line they will not be divided, they will be contributory to the whole thought, leading up to the truth of the assembly as the body of Christ. 

    ELMAt the beginning of the chapter there is provision made: if the house be too small, then the neighbour is called in; would that make allowance for weakness on our part in apprehension, but the thought must be maintained? 

    JTYes, so that, even if you call another in, the oneness of the sacrifice is maintained  it is in one house. 

    ELMWas that element of weakness at Corinth, and would the verse you are quoting, Is Christ divided?, 1 Corinthians 1:13 guard against any sectarian thought? 

    JTThat is what I thought. It is significant that the first rebuke we get in the epistle, which is full of admonition and correction, is that there were divisions among them; the whole idea must be preserved. So in a local meeting; in this city there may be three subdivisions, but the whole idea must be maintained  it is one idea. If another nearby meeting is invited, that does not alter the position one iota. No matter how many meetings are invited or represented, it is a whole thought. 

    TTIn the tabernacle there was a bar called the middle bar in the midst of the boards, reaching from one end to the other Exodus 26:28; would that have any bearing on this? 

    JTIt is the same thought  one tabernacle; it is a sort of binding thought. 

    WSSI was thinking of what is said about Paul. The Lord said, I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my names sake. Acts 9:16. The truth of the body was in view, and I am wondering whether the entering into the truth of the body necessarily involves suffering. 

    JTI think it does. It was the thing that was in the Lords mind when He spoke to Saul of Tarsus, Why persecutest thou me? Acts 9:4. The me would be the saints as one body; they were suffering. Paul was to be shown how much he must suffer. 

    QuesI am not quite sure if I have your thought. When the apostle said, The Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me, Galatians 2:20 would that touch what you have before you at all? 

    JTWell, the Lord sacrificed to have all of us, and the thought in the passover is, I think, that we appropriate that as food and it enters into the spiritual constitution so that each takes on a sacrificial attitude. Sacrificing is, in a way, the very essence of christianity. So that when John saw the Lord Jesus coming to him he said, Behold the Lamb of God, John 1:29 meaning that he saw in Him what was here in the types. It is a Person greater than you or me, for the passover suggests the greatness of Christ, One who carries the thing through. Then he says, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world John 1:29  an immense thought! Only a divine Person could undertake it, but He undertook it sacrificially. I believe the word here comes in in the instructions, possibly a late item in the instructions, but it is because you are all the more prepared now. The passover has a great place throughout the types, and this coming in so late is alluded to again in Numbers 9, where the passover might be celebrated a month later because of unspirituality. Yet this whole thought must be maintained, it must always be in mind, A bone of him shall not be broken. John 19:36. 

    QuesIn your reference to the passover and Christ having been sacrificed, the previous verse says, Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump 1 Corinthians 5:7; is that the idea in mind in 1 Kings where we have the cake, a complete thought? 

    JTThat is good. A new lump, and he says, according as ye are unleavened, a comforting thought as to the company locally; it is abstractly unleavened. So the cake would stand on the side of the saints, I think, what the saints are, and that is what Elijah had in mind; he asked for a morsel first. Speaking to the woman he says, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand, 1 Kings 17:11 and then she says, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse, 1 Kings 17:12 and so on. And Elijah said to her, Make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me. It seems as if the local conditions were in mind when she spoke about the meal. He had spoken of a morsel of bread, but she had not a cake, she said, but she had the meal; she had the means of making a cake. Spiritually it would mean that, even in a low condition, the whole thought may be there. Saints are sometimes a great deal better off than they think they are. 

    ELMIs that exemplified in Mark 8? The disciples had taken no bread with them on board the vessel save one loaf, as though they had overlooked that; it was there all the time. 

    JTYes, that was it; they had the whole thought. 

    ELMIs that what you mean in saying that the saints are not so badly off as possibly they think they are? 

    JTI think that is a very practical thought, for we are apt to take low conditions for granted and perhaps be too impoverished in our thoughts, as the widow of whom we read; she did not realise what she had in the house. If there is a little meal, however small, even a handful  she says, An handful of meal  well, that is something, a measured amount. And it is kept in a right place; a barrel is where it should be kept. There is very little; things are very impoverished and the barrel is almost empty, but still there is a little there, and that seems to have emboldened the prophet to ask for the cake. So I think in ministering, the initial thought would be to discover what there is in the place and make the most of that. The first meeting may bring out more than you have anticipated, and you may be encouraged to bring out great thoughts about Christ and about the saints too. But I think that handful of meal means some measured amount of knowledge and appreciation of Christ. 

    ACHave you in mind that prophetic ministry would help us in a locality to use what there is? 

    JTI think it bears on that very decidedly. You say, We have not a gifted brother here; I do not think we are equal to the ministry; but then, you cannot be sure. One brother may come with something and another brother may get something while sitting there and that is the sovereign side. You can never be sure what the Lord will do in that way: He may take up someone you have never thought of. 

    ADo you think the little oil suggested a cake to the prophet? 

    JTWell, she says, An handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse 1 Kings 17:12  evidently both would be in mind; possibly the one referring to the apprehension we have of Christ in His humanity as coming in manhood, and the other to the Spirit; so that there is the means for a cake, a whole thought. As we have been remarking as to a ministry meeting, you may get a good time if you are simple about it and make allowance for what there may be there. A handful is a small amount, but measured; and the oil is a small amount, but in a cruse. In each case the material was where it should be; it is not held loosely, it is held in a vessel; things are therefore in order, and God may do more than I expect, for the handful would be what a brother might have in his soul. But then there is that which is revealed to one sitting by  one who is capable of having a thing revealed to him. He is fundamentally, in christianity, yielding to Christ and the Spirit, so that the Spirit can operate in him. 

    WSWould you say it was right, in coming together to a ministry meeting, to have something definitely before you, although you may not give it out? 

    JTI would; I believe we may rightly have something before us, for 1 Corinthians 14, dealing with this matter, says, Every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 1 Corinthians 14:26,or whatever it may be; a prophet may have something and he may stand up and give it out. But then there is the thought of something being revealed to one sitting by; maybe he did not bring anything, but he is available for revelation. That is a great matter, it belongs to christianity, to be ready for a revelation; the spirit of wisdom and revelation is the thing the apostle prays for for us. If I have that spirit, I am available for the Spirit of God to reveal something to me. If so and you are speaking, you might sit down; if you are in the sense of the organism you know you have finished; the Spirit has withdrawn His power from you, for He is going to use someone else. The order is one at a time; it is one idea all the time. Therefore the one who has the revelation would suggest the sovereign side, the Spirit giving something at the moment. 

    QuesWould you always look for a prophetic word in one of these meetings? 

    JTWell, it might not be exactly that, because it says, How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, everyone of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 1 Corinthians 14:26. Then Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 1 Corinthians 14:29 - 32. Prophecy is the main thought, but it seems as if room is made for these other things; they may be needed; we may need teaching, or a psalm which would involve experience. A brother might be able to speak on those lines, but generally the thought is prophecy. 

    QuesIn asking the question, I thought that the scripture you read suggested a certain amount of substance in the company. Every company as controlled by the Spirit should have substance, should it not? 

    JTThat is, I think, what we see in 1 Kings. The woman had very little, but she had something, and that is what led the prophet to ask for the cake. As we were saying, it was a small amount, but it was measured. She had in her mind that something could be done with it; she could eat and die, but of course that was a reversal of the principle governing the position; eating is to live, and that is what the Spirit of God brings out, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. 1 Kings 17:14. We can understand spiritually that, if Christ is held in any gathering or in any soul, there is substance that can be utilised, and that does not fail; there is no idea of failure. It is a question of what it is spiritually that Christ on His side will not fail, nor the Spirit either. Prophetic ministry here, it seems to me, made room for what there was in the womans soul, so you have the dignified word house  she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year. 1 Kings 17:15 In the light of your remarks in connection with the one cake, would we expect, in a meeting for ministry, to find unity of expression, whether it be in; two or three? 

    JTI think that is it  one person at a time, one idea at a time. The passage shows there is substance there, and then revelation coming in to add to that. 

    JWThe exercise of the moment would be to learn to hold the substance in relation to what Elijah sets forth, the bringing in of the mind of God and learning to hold it. 

    JTThat is what comes out. The woman is amenable to the prophets word. It says, She went and did according to the word of Elijah; and she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year. 1 Kings 17:15. The word of Elijah would be, of course, a prophetic word governing us, so that we should be on the alert to get it; we should have enlargement, we should have food. 

    QuesDid the household of Cornelius afford conditions? Peter said, I perceive that God is no respecter of persons. Acts 10:34. 

    JTIt was one of the pointed features of the position that God comes in by way of revelation, but then there is substance there already. The whole substance in Acts 10 circles around the idea of what is to be eaten. 

    QuesWas the Lord challenging the hearts of the disciples when He said, Give ye them to eat? Matthew 14:16 Quite so, they were reminded that they should be ready to provide food. 

    QuesI would like to ask, does this apply to any brother in the locality, or must they definitely have gift? 

    JTOf course gift is in mind in the chapter, but it is very significant that it is stressed that it is subject to desire, and the chapter shows that prophecy is what is needed, because it edifies and meets conditions in a remarkable way, as the chapter teaches; the prophets are contemplated right down. But the idea of revelation might bring out that there was someone present who had ability in that way unknown to him before. These meetings bring out what there is in the locality. We cannot always be sure; there may be latent ability which opportunity brings out; we have to remember we are in a day of small things. We cannot look for such as obtained at Corinth where they came behind in no gift; evidently there was much gift there but badly used. But we are speaking of the possibility of gift being just latent and the opportunity bringing it out. 

    ELMWould it not be very encouraging to Elijah that what he starts with in the scripture he finds in a moment of apparent defeat; when he was awakened by the angel in the wilderness, he found a cake of bread; the divine thought had not failed? 

    JTIt is very remarkable that should come in in his ministry, baken on hot coals, and that the meal and cruse are mentioned only once in 1 Kings 19, but in the end he eats twice  it is a second meal from that supply. There is the whole thought there too, what he needs. He had begun with the whole thought, but, as far as he knew, there was no Israel left except himself, and he could hardly represent the whole thought, he was only one person; no one person can represent the assembly in any sense. He failed, I think, in carrying through this idea of the little cake; the angel suggests it to him and he eats twice and goes in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights. 

    ELMWould the idea of the unity of the whole thought express itself in him in a moment of great spiritual brightness when he built the altar of twelve stones? Did he lapse for a moment from the light which had governed him? 

    JTIt seems so. We have the unity, the whole thought, in the passover, and the little cake refers to the unity of Gods people, the perfect unity; the twelve refers to the administrative side. It is what is before God and affords a basis for administration, so that I think he was thoroughly in the light of this little cake when he took the twelve stones according to the number of the sons of Jacob and spoke of them as those to whom the word of God came. 

    He was fully in the light of the position then. Chapter 17 is the unity, the little cake; chapter 18 is the administrative side, I think, in the twelve: that is the same idea, only that it is turned round and individuals are it, usable according to love. That is, I think, what Corinthians brings out, that, while we can be used one by one, used separately, we are used in love, we are not in each others way. 

    WSSChapter 19 is very necessary for us. What Elijah had to be reminded of is very important and we should be reminded of it, the whole thought suggested in the little cake. 

    JTI think so. It is a very important thought, one that ought to lay hold of every young christian, for we shall never fit into the assembly without it. 

    WSSAnd it is part of his secret history with God. 

    JTEvidently, you could not have a man like Elijah without secret history with God. 

    AHGI was thinking of our appreciation of Christ. Have you in mind that we should appreciate in measure every way in which this thought is presented? 

    JTWell, John says, the Lamb of God. John 1:29. That is a sacrificial thought, but then he goes on to testify that this is the Son of God and that is a sacrificial thought in another setting. It is Christ in either case, only there are so many sides to His Person. The point is to get the whole idea at any given time, not a part of Christ, because that is sectarian, just as the parting of His garments is sectarian. 

    WSSSo that the apprehension of Christ in the way you are speaking of is dependent on what is in the passover, the understanding of the thought of the body. Would that be right? 

    JTYes, that is what I was thinking. It may be subdivided, for the sake of convenience; it is indicated plainly that there were subdivisions in the assembly, but it is always the assembly, however many subdivisions there are. But then the difficulty now amongst the brethren is, I believe, that each subdivision is apt to act as though it were the whole, and the whole thought in the city is ignored. It is not simply that we say we are a subdivision, but there ought to be some concrete expressions of it, the more the better. The breaking of bread is not a concrete expression of it, for there are several meetings, and I think 1 Corinthians 14 has in mind that the saints should, as often as possible, have concrete evidence of the oneness of the assembly in any given sphere  it is the whole assembly coming together in one place. 

    WSSOur having substance is really consequent on this position being entered into. 

    JTWe see how the little substance the woman had is made use of. 

    ACAre we apt to make too much of our meeting-rooms and miss the idea of the assembly in a city? Does Scripture refer to meeting-rooms? 

    JTI think so; we have, for instance, the assembly in a mans house in a given town, at Rome or Ephesus. It is quite obvious that that assembly in that brothers house does not include all. 

    JTSWhen you spoke of the breaking of bread not being a concrete example, had you in mind what I think you have called attention to elsewhere, first, when ye come together in assembly, in 1 Corinthians 11:18, and then, the whole assembly come together in one place, in 1 Corinthians 14:23? 

    JTYes, the article is dropped, as you know, in chapter 11  we come together in assembly, it is the character of the thing; but in chapter 14 it is the whole assembly, the article is placed before the word assembly, meaning that all are there; the sub-divisional idea is dropped, the whole thought is there in a concrete way; thus the man who gets help through the prophesying reports that God is amongst you of a truth. That would be the saints at Corinth as a whole, Gods best in a place, what He has. 

    EBGI am sure we see the importance of what you are pressing as to oneness. Would the opportunities for such expression be limited to the coming together for ministry and perhaps to a joint reading meeting in a city? Are there any other practical suggestions? 

    JTThe point in it seems to be what is publicly beneficial. It is not service Godward that is in mind, but rather what is beneficial to men, to the saints, if God is to bring out what He has in any given place. That is the idea in the administrative side in the assembly, what God is doing in local companies. There is no idea in the scripture of a central or metropolitan company; it is any town or village where there may be an assembly. So you have, in Acts 14, Paul and Barnabas selecting elders for each assembly, and, then they appoint elders in every city, as if a city has the testimony manward in mind; it is a concrete representation in any given place. 

    QuesDoes it come in in relation to the benefit the city receives  all administrative work should be done in the light of the oneness? 

    JTQuite so, it is the inner thought. So that they appointed elders for each assembly, that would be, as it were, the assembly as sustaining light, and there is something there that would represent God; An elder is described, he represents one who maintains order, and so a city might have several small subdivisions, but elders being appointed there (the appointment, I believe, is always of elders, not an elder) there is the means of maintaining what is due to God for mans benefit. Hence a man comes in and the secrets of his heart are made manifest, he is convicted and judged of all and falling down on his face he worships God. He is benefited, but then God has His portion immediately through it. 

    FWWWould this suggest an assembly in very weak conditions? We often find that small meetings say, We have not the ability here for it. Would this encourage such meetings? 

    JTIt is intended to encourage us on that line, and Jehovahs word through the prophet was that the woman was to maintain him, showing there is a great thought attaching to any assembly, however low down, to maintain the testimony, and in order to maintain the testimony  for that is the word used to Elijah  there must be the making use of what there is in a place. 

    FWWThe widow collecting two sticks does not suggest anything very large. 

    JTNo, she had a very low thought; she was going to eat and die, but at the word of the prophet everything is altered, so that there is the idea of maintenance and the dignified word house is used. 

    WSSIt is very encouraging in connection with small and weak meetings to think of their possibilities in relation to the maintenance of the testimony. 

    JTI think so. I think it is one of the most painful things to think of a meeting being allowed to die out under the very eyes of the meetings nearby, whereas procedure of this kind would lead to revival, the prophetic word bringing God in. What is there there? Maybe a sister, a young person, a sick person, or what not  but there is revival. 

    QuesIn a meeting that is dying out, would you look for a revival in the way of an exercise as to taking up things in this way? 

    JTI think that would be the thing. I think we look for too much, the Lord is able to make a little go a long way if we take up the prophetic ministry. See the great thought God had about this woman when He spoke to Elijah about her. She was a long way off when Jehovah spoke to Elijah about her, and said, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. 1 Kings 17:9. You would not think there was ever a command given to her of God. 

    QuesWould the whole year suggest maintenance in the varied circumstances of the whole period of testing in every season? 

    JTWell, you see what it says, She, and he, and her house, ate a whole year, 1 Kings 17:15 we only hear of one boy, the son. They ate a whole year, throughout all the seasons the prophet is maintained rightly, but the woman and her house are maintained too. 

    AFGShould we take courage from the meal and oil being used, that the meal in the barrel does not waste nor the oil fail in the cruse? If what we have is used, may we feel encouraged that there will be this further supply? 

    JTI think that is the lesson spiritually. It means that some one or ones in the place have an apprehension of Christ, and also of the Spirit  for there was the oil too  and they had the apprehension in an orderly way, not held loosely; they valued what they had. 

    QuesThe prophet was sent directly at the word of the Lord. Would you look that things should be revived in this way in a local meeting, or would you expect it to spring up? 

    JTWell, in either way, for the prophet is sent to be maintained, not to revive, although it was necessary, for the lesson to be learnt is that God fills us with his own great thoughts. He commands  whatever it may be in the working out of it  He commanded a widow to maintain the prophet in this case. That is the great thought; it is the testimony that is in mind and the continuance of the testimony in the place. So it is not simply a question of the few saints there may be in the place, but God says, 

    I have a testimony in that place and I want it maintained, and in this way you get revival and the prophetic ministry is brought in. So it is not simply that the prophet is maintained, but the testimony is held. 

    TTIn a meeting where there are only sisters left, would it be right to carry on the meeting with only brothers visiting? 

    JTWell, it is a question of deciding what is in the place, whether there is this handful of meal, for that may be in sisters as well as in brothers; and I certainly believe that, if there be the handful of meal and the cruse of oil held ready  if these sisters have the idea of the assembly, the whole thought  every effort should be made to help them to maintain that thought, for there is a testimony in it. 

    WSSPerhaps we have not sufficiently realised our responsibility to neighbouring meetings where conditions are very feeble. 

    JTI think that may be, for if there be in a place a handful of meal and a little oil; that is, the apprehension of Christ and the Spirit  that is a real christian condition  and these things are held rightly, not loosely  the meal is in a barrel and the oil in a cruse  well, the testimony is involved in that. I think it is a very right thing for a brother or brothers there to see to it that what is needed is supplied so that the one idea of the assembly continues. 

    JIDo you think, if there are conditions, God will send someone there as He sent Elijah to the widow? 

    JTNo doubt, but, as we were saying, that is not the way the matter is put: Elijah is not sent to help her, but to be maintained. He represents the testimony, but, as there, he represents the prophetic ministry that enlarges on what is there. It is quite right that God will take care of a condition like this and send somebody, but I think the lesson today is, not that God will do that, but that we should do it; the obligation is on us, I am not to leave to God what I should do. You do it, you give them to eat; the Lord knew what He would do, but you take the obligation. 

    HVSo that she comes first in verse 15, She, and he, and her house. 1 Kings 17:15 Yes, she is the responsible element here  she is a sister; and her house, that is the responsible local element. But the primary thought of God in the matter is that the testimony is maintained. 

    FIs the word of the prophet Haggai a great encouragement to us in broken days? I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts: according to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. Haggai 2:4,5. Have you the full idea in that chapter, and it was only a short time before they began to build the house of God at Jerusalem? 

    JTThat is good, and not only that but The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former Haggai 2:9  the whole idea is carried through, only it would be more glorious. The thought of the latter glory of the house is very encouraging. 

    In the third scripture we see how the thing culminates in the New Testament. The gospel of Matthew brings out that the Lord, in instituting His supper, says, Take, eat; this is my body Matthew 26:26  not This is my flesh, but my body, maintaining in the New Testament what we have been speaking of, in a striking way. Paul takes it up in regard to our public position with one another, because the breaking of bread in 1 Corinthians alludes to the fellowship. In actually partaking of the Supper the point is not the fellowship but the order of it in the assembly, but the fellowship is the public side covering our everyday life and is brought in here so as to maintain the whole thought, so that we do not lose it, we do not forget it, we carry it through and recognise that we are all one; we are one body in the fellowship as partaking of the Lords supper. So I think it is good, in chapter 10, to keep this before us, and that the thoughts should not be weakened in us as to what we are locally, We being many are one bread, and one body. And the communion of the body of Christ brings in in Matthew the whole thought, but then, our relations with one another are included; we are to hold each other in this light; everything we do publicly throughout the week has this in mind, the maintenance of the one whole thought in the locality. 
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    Luke 10:35; 2 Samuel 19:31 - 39; 1 kings 17:8 - 16

    I read these scriptures because they present to us the idea of maintenance in certain characteristic persons, not only in the sense of food, but in the sense of all that is needed in a given position. It is very much before men at the present time, but now we are dealing with what is with the people of God, what is of divine ordering in the kingdom of God. 

    The idea of maintenance, or, if I may so say, departmental maintenance of persons or things, is common. In Davids kingdom it was very extensive and each department had its head. The service of God, food, the army, all these, speaking simply, were departments that had heads. In Davids time you will remember the idea of twenty-four was inaugurated in the division of time. It is carried down to the New Testament and helps us in the understanding of the present dispensation and the coming one, especially the latter, because in the coming one the numeral twelve is very pronounced, especially in Revelation 21. The book of the Revelation came in long after the inauguration of christianity, consequent upon certain exigencies that arose and have arisen and are now existent, involving the severest judgments of God. The book is full of this. And as brethren, saints, and followers of the Lord Jesus, we are to become conversant with that era. The Spirit says in the beginning of the book (chapter 1: 1, 2) that it is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to show to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified it, sending by his angel, to his bondman John, who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. So that we have a plain and brief statement of the whole matter as to the Apocalypse one of the severest periods in the course of time. It only requires that we should read the book and we are promised a premium, so to speak, to do so. We are blessed if we do it, and if we do not do it we shall lose, we shall not understand the times. 

    So David, as I said, divided time into twenty-four courses of persons in order to facilitate the government, inclusive of the service of God, the singing, so that there should be no time lost. It is a very important matter that time should be preserved and not wasted. We are to redeem it. And so it is that David used time well, Solomon also. Solomon divided time up, especially for administration of food. 

    The food question was the prime question in his day as it is in ours, never more so than it is now. 

    So I come to this matter of maintenance, which involves food and other things also. The first person in mind is the man of Luke 10, a well-known gospel subject. Luke is full of these subjects, for he is most evangelical. What is particularly needed today is the word of God, so that the mercy and goodness of God expressed in the death of Christ should come home to men. God hates the disposition that assumes that His things can be left at will and taken up at will or may not be taken up at all. So the word of God is to be preached, and not only the glad tidings, which involves the idea of joy and gladness. Those who do preach would do well to take note that it is so  that we should preach the word. Not, indeed, that the glad tidings should be neglected or misused, but that the word of God in all its significance should be used. The first mention we have of it in Scripture is in Genesis 15. It is spoken to Abram. And it runs down to the present time and is now touched on so that we might have in mind that Gods word carries with it is own penalties if we neglect it and its own joys as we accept it. Thy words were found, and I did eat them, says Jeremiah, and thy words were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart, Jeremiah 15: 16. Where there is neglect of it, the penalties will come. God is slow to anger, He is long-suffering and merciful, but still the days of penalty are fixed and they are sure to come. 

    Now the gospel is in mind in Luke 10 and I have selected verse 35 because it speaks about the maintenance of the man who has been rescued from the thieves; his wounds have been bound up and oil and wine poured in, and he himself carried to the inn. That was preliminary. The Samaritan, however, remained all night with him, which is a good suggestion as to evangelical service  remaining with the convert or the man who, as Scripture says, is convicted of all, judged of all, and who falls down and worships God. A man like that is turned into a worshipper. He is to be in mind after meetings  the ministry meeting, the Bible reading, and all such meetings. The man is in mind. But first he is carried and cared for, however far the distance, which may be considerable, because he is to be taken to the nearest town, so to speak, the nearest hotel and, to extend the thought, perhaps the nearest hospital. 

    Then the man who journeyed is a Samaritan, one who is not affected by the claims of the Jews specially. There are many against and for the claims of the Jews. Heaven knows them, and what they need, but heaven is not speaking of the terrible pouring of apostate Jews to the east. Let the nations struggle about it, yet heaven knows exactly what the mind of God is as to them and will carry out its behest in time, as in the case of Cain. Whilst he was a vagabond and murderer, yet Jehovah put a mark on him. That is the present moment. It is a prophetic idea, that God has put a mark on His ancient people, and woe betide the nation that disregards it. So that we christians, believers in the Lord Jesus, are not indifferent to or neglectful either of this great matter of the Jewish problem. Their time will come, and the land will be theirs. The uttermost north will find out to its loss in due course that it cannot attack them with impunity. God has His eye on them and will take care of them. 

    This Samaritan who journeyed is not in any sense to be regarded as obligated to the Jewish nation. He is a journeying man, and withal a typical merciful man, a man that noticed what had happened through the thieves. He had all that was needed with him. He had the things with him, he knew what to do and he did it. He had skill. Then he had also the beast, that is to say, the means of power. It was not a vehicle, it was a beast, a creature of God included in the living creatures. They are all viewed as of God, they belong to God, and they become types and symbols of mercy and goodness. The four living creatures as over against the twenty-four elders represent what God is in a creative sense, how good He is! Every morning brings its testimony, as the scripture says, of freshness, new every morning. And that is really what is meant in the symbolical book to which I have already alluded, the book of Revelation, that these four living creatures are living, they are part of Gods creation. They do not refer to man-made things but to God-made things, such as God can use. Even creatures have a certain amount of affection. God has placed it in them. They are next to men; the field animals are our neighbours, so to speak. God says to Job, as to a certain creature, the behemoth, which I made with thee, Job 40: 15. They were made on the same day as man, the land animals, the domesticated animals, and we do well to have respect for them. The Scriptures warn us not to be cruel to our beasts; they are under Gods eye as His creatures. 

    So the Samaritan represents the embodiment of mercy, in fact rising to a type of the Lord Jesus, no less than that. And the idea of maintenance comes into it, as I have said. On the morrow, we read, as he left, taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, I will render to thee on my coming back. That is to say, the Samaritan is coming back. There are better times coming, dear brethren. Not a Utopia as the natural mind would suggest, but what heaven would suggest will come in course of time. The symbol now that I am dealing with  the first one  is the case of a poor sinner saved by grace, for that is what it is, and how he is on our hands. No one can say in the light of christianity that it is not his affair. The priest and the levite passed by on the other side, but the Samaritan not only rises to a type of Christ but at the same time represents the principle of mercy in christians. We are to be merciful. We are to have love among ourselves and to do good unto all men. And in bringing this man to your notice I would like you to carry away with you the simple thought of the maintenance of a sinner saved by grace. He needs to be maintained. God will do for him above all that we can ask or think. God will care for him abundantly, but at the same time it is given to us to do the same: to extend mercy as needed. And what a time of distress from physical need it is, but above all, dear brethren, from spiritual need. And christians only can meet that. I say that advisedly. Christians only can meet that and it is our obligation to do it. So I leave it with you. It is a sinner saved by grace, his wounds bound up, and himself taken to the inn, the nearest hotel, the most suitable. And then we are told that the man whose love, mercy and grace are shown, stayed there all night with the man. That is the test. It is all very well to deal out a little money and perhaps some food, but to stay the whole night at an hotel with the man touches the heart. It is the mercy of God that is being shown by the man who does it. 

    I pass on to the next instance  Barzillai. David says to him in 2 Samuel 19: 33, Pass thou over with me, and I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem. That is the word  a very full, comprehensive word, and well understood in all departments of life  the idea of maintenance. This case is an old brother. We are very thankful for them and hope they will continue to attend the meetings and take in the ministry, whatever it be. They are needed. They have experience which young people have not. David says, Pass thou over with me, and I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem. The Lord has been pleased to take many of the older ones, brothers and sisters, in ones own time and more particularly in recent times, and there are more who will go to be with Him soon if He does not come before. The Lord will take them. He has a right to do that. He has rights over us, too, as to our aged ones, that we should not neglect them, because we are apt to forget that they did not neglect us when we were young and they were able to help us. They carried out Gods will in their way, and now it is the turn of us who are young to take care of them. We are told in the first epistle to Timothy that widows are not to be put on the list unless they are sixty or older, that is to say, they are not to be a charge on the assembly. But that does not mean that someone must not care for them, and the alternative is that the descendants must take on the responsibility. God is showing to us in such a requirement that He has great regard for the assembly, far greater than we have been accustomed to think. It is His vessel, His immediate means of operation through all time. There is no vessel outside the assembly which is taken account of in this way, and it is to be regarded according to the dignity of it, so that certain charges are not to be levied upon it. 

    Barzillai was a very aged man, we are told. But that is not all; a very great man, the word great meaning rich. He was a very great man, which means that he was a rich man, so rich that he could maintain the king of Israel when he was in rejection; so all the more did he deserve to be taken care of by the king. And the king was not behind in his desire to take care of Barzillai. But then Barzillai was not in need, and not only that, he said he was too old to go to Jerusalem. That is what I want you to take notice of, lest anyone should think himself or herself too old to have part in the wonderful operations of the Spirit of God, to elect himself out of this and to go back to his farm, his business, his house  a well-built one, no doubt, well furnished and embellished. Barzillai was going back to it, and he was going back to it to die. He knew he was going back to it to die. 

    I am this day eighty years old, he says. Not very old even now, for some have lived to a hundred, but not many. I know one old brother who is a hundred and five, and he is not too old to be attending the meetings, he is the best attendant I know at the meetings. He is not too old to go to Jerusalem, and there are many others like him. 

    I am speaking now of going to Jerusalem, not simply attending the meetings on the Lords day to carry through a show of religion, but to attend all of them and to join in them happily, too. Heaven is in that and glorying that old people are there. That is where Barzillai failed. He says to David, How long have I to live, that I should go up with the king unto Jerusalem? Well, he did not answer that question, and David did not either. How could he? Moses lived to be a hundred and twenty; Aaron lived to be a hundred and twenty-three; Joshua to be a hundred and ten; and how long others lived I am not prepared to say, but anyway many lived longer than eighty years. And yet this old man, who is typically a christian, a worthy man  the king kissed him, he had great affection for him and honoured him, for he had served the king well  says, I prefer to go home to die than to come to Jerusalem with you. He did not say that in so many words, but. Davids proposal was, Pass thou over with me, and I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem. How is it going to be with our old brothers and sisters? A few days, a few years  and die? There are some places in this country where people go down to die, whereas the idea in Davids mind was that Barzillai should go over with him and be maintained with him in Jerusalem. I may transfer that thought to the Lords wishing us, however old we may be, to be at the meetings in due time, especially when speaking is going on that is kingly, that belongs to David. Great things are going to happen. The Lord says to Nathanael, Thou shalt see greater things than these, John 1: 50. And I would say to any old brother or sister that you will see greater things than these. Even the meetings are going to be greater. I am not saying that they are going to be larger or that there is to be a great revival, nor am I denying it. I am saying simply that it is a time of great things and greater things and we cannot afford to miss it. 

    So I would urge all the old people to attend the meetings. One old sister of whom we read in Luke 2 lived, as far as I can make out, to be a hundred and six  Anna. She was a prophetess, contemporary with Simeon. Simeon prophesied about the Lord Jesus that He should be for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and he was ready to go when Jehovah wanted him. He says, Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace. But Barzillai did not say that. He said, How long have I to live, that I should go up with the king unto Jerusalem? I am this day fourscore years old and can I discern between good and evil? can thy servant taste what I eat or what I drink? can I hear any more the voice of singing men and singing women? wherefore then should thy servant be yet a burden unto my lord the king? He is asking questions, but in his mind they were to be answered in the negative, that is to say, that he should not go to Jerusalem, whereas David is saying he should and he would maintain him there. You say you cannot hear and cannot enjoy the singing. But why not? The Lord has graciously furnished the means for the intelligent service of song, and here is a brother who is saying that he cannot enjoy it! You will understand I am paraphrasing the passages only to bring the facts before us. Barzillai is saying he cannot enjoy the voice of singing men and singing women. But why should he not? As far as I know, the old brothers and sisters are enjoying the singing Singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, Ephesians 5: 19. It is a way of being maintained for God and for Jerusalem, to be able to sing the precious songs that God has furnished us by His Spirit. I need not say more, but you can see what I mean, that Barzillai elected himself out of the greatest things. The coming of the Lord is imminent, it is about to happen at any time, and who is there  is there a brother or sister who will elect himself or herself out of the great things that are about to happen? On the contrary you will say, I want to be in these things, I love the Lords appearing. That is the thing. 

    I finish with 1 Kings 17 just to bring out again this matter of maintenance. It is a question of the testimony here, because it is a question of the prophet and the prophet usually stands for the testimony. Elijah was at that time the mainspring of the service of God in the testimony. He had to flee from Jezebel, as we read in chapter 19, but the Lord restored him  a word that I would pass on to all the old brothers and sisters. If they have been tripped up or something has happened which has caused discipline, well, it happened to Elijah, and yet Elijah was caught up to heaven without dying! What a thought that is  the possibility of going to heaven without dying! It is within the range of every brother and sister today. It should stir us up and invigorate us. And in the meantime, if something has happened, we may be restored, cleansed from it, made fit and kept from falling: as Jude says in his epistle, Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy .... (verse 24). It is a wonderful thing to have in mind, and surely it should be an incentive to be maintained here and be used to maintain others, too. 

    Elijah had been fed  maintained  by the ravens, and he drank of the brook. But the brook dried up, which may happen. Then the word of Jehovah comes to him, saying, Arise, go to Zarephath, which is by Zidon, and abide there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. Not simply to maintain the prophet but to maintain him there, where she lives. That is, it is a local position, and Elijah is to be maintained in it. And we may therefore think of local positions with peculiar satisfaction, for it is a question of being maintained by God, and if we have a commission from God, which Elijah had, then how great the matter is, to carry on in the local position, wherever it may be, and do something for the testimony. The widow woman was to maintain Elijah there in that place, Zarephath. She had great questioning about it, because he met her at the entrance of the city and we are told what she was doing; she was gathering two sticks to prepare whatever food she had that she and her son might eat it  and both die! Now this is serious. It is very serious to die rather than to live and maintain the testimony of God. I urge every brother and sister that this is the point  the maintenance of the testimony of God, in so far as you can do anything for it. The testimony of God is a very wide thought and each one of us can do something in it to maintain the position. 

    I would close with that, so that we may carry it away with freshness and know that wherever we are the testimony must go on. Whatever it may cost me, let it go on. Let the circulatory principle be with us, whatever we have got, even if it be means or food. There is a remarkable testimony in regard of the circulation of food and we may well thank God for it. It is of God. God does the thing in an immense way, and He puts it upon us to circulate whatever we have amongst the brethren. The story of Elijah and the widow woman is well known, but perhaps not well enough. It is not simply Elijah, but the testimony of God, that must be maintained; not just carried on, but maintained, and each one of us can do something to maintain it. 

  

  
    SINS REMEMBERED AND SINS NOT REMEMBERED (JT 100)
    

    
    
  
  
    SINS REMEMBERED AND SINS NOT REMEMBERED (JT 100)

    Genesis 41: 9; 1 Kings 17: 18; Hebrews 10: 15 - 17

    The first two verses read draw attention to sins remembered, and the last verses refer to sins not remembered. I wish to show why some sins should be remembered, and why others should not, trusting that the Lord will use for blessing the remarks which I hope to make. 

    Doubtless all will remember the history of Pharaohs cup-bearer. He is the first sinner of whom I wish to speak. Doubtless too we all remember the widow of Sarepta to whom Elijah the prophet was sent. Now there may be those here who have come in on account of someone, or perhaps because the one who is speaking has been known here in the past and has not served here for a long time, and whilst we are glad they have come even for that reason, we desire that the Lord may take advantage of the occasion to speak to such. Perhaps someone here has sinned and has left his sin unsettled and it still remains a sin of commission. The thought for such is that he may be caused to remember his sin. We are prone to remember them in a general way as is commonly said, We are all sinners. It may be that you feel glad to have companions in sin and feel relieved that you are not alone as a sinner. There is cold comfort in that, because any companion who is a sinner and remains one will come into judgment, and a very severe judgment too. The books will be opened in which his name will be found, and enquiry will be made and it will come to light that he is among the lost. 

    Now, as I said, perhaps you came in here tonight just to hear me. Well, that will not help you in that great day, that great assize, the date of which is fixed. There will be no comfort then in the fact that you came in here tonight and got no gain from the meeting. The books will be opened. At present it is a time of book-opening of another kind. It is a time of searching into grievous sins that have been committed by certain persons in authority. Certain governments are ordering such enquiry and many secret things that have been happening will come to light. Things will be spoken of that have been well known and which have caused grief universally, that man is capable of such atrocities. But the devil is the author of it all. He has got two names at least which mean destroyer. He is a destroyer and an accuser too. And so, it may be, there is one here who has sinned; it is true that all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3: 23), but I am speaking now of some particular sin in your history that as yet is not settled, not washed out. If that is so you cannot take comfort in the blood of the Lamb; the blood of the Lamb could have settled the matter at any time during all these years since the sin was committed. There are those in Scripture who are said to have overcome by the blood of the Lamb, a remarkable word; that is a remarkable weapon for persons who have sins. However heinous those sins may be, such a one can overcome by the blood of the Lamb. That is to say, he can use that as before God and as before believers to show that the thing is settled, that the sin is atoned for. It is no longer his, no longer upon him; he is clear. If he is a true believer, not only is he forgiven, but he is justified; that is, he is as clear as if he had never committed the sin at all. 

    Well now, I am just supposing a case, but it may be a reality, as applicable to some person or persons here. This first case we have read refers to the cup-bearer of king Pharaoh. A story, a true story, with which, doubtless, most of us are acquainted, and I read the particular verse because in it the man calls attention to his sins being brought to light, remembered. It says, Then spoke the chief of the cup-bearers to Pharaoh, saying, I remember mine offences this day. Two years at least had elapsed since these offences occurred and he tells us about them; but I will return to them later. I speak now of the fact that two years had passed since the faults occurred, and according to what is said here the remembrance of the faults is accidental, as we would say. But it is not accidental, but intended: something has happened that they should be remembered, and that they should be brought to light, and that something was in Pharaohs own history. We are told about it briefly: It came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed, and behold, he stood by the river ..., and you know the sequel, which relates actually to the history of Egypt for a long time. That is a much more important thing than that which happened to the chief of the cup-bearers, infinitely more important, we might say, but these great facts coming to light according to Pharaohs own words, caused the man to remember his faults. Now let us each here, who may be in this case, speak to the Lord and to his own heart as to why in all these two years the matter never came into his mind. He never remembered what had happened, and he is now reminded of it and evidently perturbed. He is in the presence of a monarch who had power to put him to death at one time and who saved him, although the chief of the bakers was hanged. He had power to hang the chief of the bakers and power to release the chief of the cup-bearers. The fact is, he had in his hands the power of forgiveness and non-forgiveness. Now the chief of the cup-bearers is in the presence of this same monarch and an extraordinary incident has happened which the monarch is relating and no one seems able to help, and this man says, I remember mine offences this day. 

    I need not proceed on that line because you can catch the thought and apply it yourselves. Read through the history. I will refer again to this passage, but just now I would remind anyone who has been in such a case that something has happened. In this case it was two years before, but in your case it may not be so long, or perhaps it may be longer; but it has happened and the matter stands unsettled, and, as I have said, something will come about to cause you to bring it up. If it is not brought up in this world it certainly will come up at the great white throne. If it is not settled in time, it will stand against you then and my thought now is that if there is anyone in this case he may see to it that anything unforgiven is looked into and settled at once. 

    I turn now to the passage in 1 Kings. You will remember the Lord spoke of this widow of Sarepta when He was here. He said about her that there were many widows in Israel in her day, but to none of them was the prophet sent but to her. It says, And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, Arise, go to Zarephath, which is by Zidon, and abide there behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. Remarkable! Possibly no one here has been in such a position or had such an experience. It is not that there are no prophets in our day, for there are such. Not such as Elijah, indeed, but still there are prophets. In this dispensation the second outstanding gift is the gift of prophecy. Therefore there are prophets, but, as I said, doubtless none of us has had such an experience as this widow. Jehovah said, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. He was in the East and he was being sent to the West to Zidon, where there was a widow that Jehovah had commanded to maintain him, and she does so for a whole year. It is very remarkable that during the time of famine she maintained the prophet and her son and herself for a whole year. But it says, And it came to pass after these things, 

    that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. He died. Then it goes on to say, And she said to Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come to me to call mine iniquity to remembrance, and to slay my son?. She does not say iniquities or faults; she says iniquity. She would, as it were, bulk them as people often do, so as to get rid of them at once; it may be to comfort themselves that in forgetting them they are forgiven. But is it so? That is just a lie, and if anyone is in that case, they are just hiding behind a lie and some day something will happen, just as in this scripture, when it says that the boy grew sick and we are told later that he died. Now I need not say much to make the application. I have called attention to the fact that Pharaohs cup-bearer called his sins offences, and whilst they were offences, yet they were sins. How many there were we are not told. But this widow uses the word iniquity. She is complaining to the prophet that, so to speak, he was harming her; she had befriended him and he was not doing her good in return. She says that he was calling her sin to remembrance and slaying her son. 

    Now the question is as to ourselves, in regard to any calamity in our own history. In the case of Pharaohs cup-bearer, what had happened was not to himself but to Pharaoh. The dream was Pharaohs, but in Kings the matter was the widows, and she is talking about her sin to the prophet, and as I have already remarked, there could be no doubt she had in mind to cover the whole matter of sin conveniently. She thinks that all she had been guilty of before God was being brought to light by the prophet. It was not at all so. It was darkness in her soul that made her say so. But what I wish to emphasise is how we view this matter of sin, and if it has been called to remembrance. I have already spoken of the man whose offences were brought to remembrance, but now I am speaking of the widow, and what a plight she was in! What darkness was in her soul! Her sin had not troubled her before as far as we know, but now it is a trouble, though it is not that exactly that causes her to complain against the prophet. How often we complain about our circumstances, or our fellow men, or our relations, whereas the real thing is to get at the root of this matter of sin. Now in the case of this widow it is called to remembrance. It is well, if we have these sins, or this sin in bulk, that they should be called to remembrance. It may be some of you are heaping up your guilt. This widow speaks of it, as it were, in toto, without specifying anything except by using the word iniquity. But then the thing has to be gone into in detail. When the books are opened it will not simply be a question of sin, but of sins. They are to be specified in that day, so why not specify them now! It may be a summons has come to you; your son or your daughter or your mother may have died, or some great sorrow has happened and the whole matter of sin comes up. Do not put it off! It is of God and His voice is to be heard as to this great matter of sin. Some occurrence may be a serious calamity in your mind, but it brings up the question of sin which is more serious than your calamity. I would therefore urge everyone here to look into this matter now. It may be that you have not done so before. You may have been too careless, too general, and put yourself alongside others as if they could shield you or comfort you. But they cannot do so and this matter of sin will stand up before you in that day. God is bringing it before you now whilst it is still settling time. In that day it will be too late to settle the matter and I would therefore urge everyone here to settle this matter of sin which has come to light. 

    The chief of the cup-bearers said his faults came to light that day, though they had remained dormant for two years. How long yours have been dormant I cannot say. The widow is reminded of sin. The incident brought up in her mind the whole matter of her life, and that brings out the question of analysis, the analysis of sin. The widow spoke of her sin in bulk, but the woman of Samaria in John 4 comes into my mind. In the evangelical realm things come into your mind; indeed God brings them into your mind. If we are in the evangelical realm, the realm of light, things come into mind, that are needed to help to bring sinners to face the settlement of their sins and get right with God and have done with sin. The woman of Samaria had sinned, though she did not speak of it to the Lord. The Lord knew she had sins and the meeting with Him at the well was no accident, and the question arose between the Lord and her. It was the day of days for her, as it may be for some of you tonight; the time of bringing things to light in your soul so that they can be settled with God and with His people. With the woman of Samaria you would think that the conversation drifted, but it did not drift, for the Lord knew what He meant to bring out, but He allowed the woman to speak, just as He would be ready for any one of us who has unsettled sin to talk to Him. His disciples wondered that He talked with such a person, but He had come to talk to such, as it says elsewhere, This man receives sinners and eats with them, Luke 15:2. He was here to get in touch with sinners, to talk with them. He is here tonight for the same purpose, He is here by the power of the Spirit, seeking to help souls through myself, in whatever way I may be able to do it, to the settlement of matters between their souls and God, and the people of God too, for you have to do with them. So the woman in the course of conversation says to the Lord, I see that thou art a prophet. 

    The Lord called her Woman. Why should He call her Woman? He does not do so until she says, I see that thou art a prophet. 

    But now to go on to the sequel, which is always the point in the gospel, to get to the end of things, to get results. She says of the Lord Jesus, Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?. She does not charge the Lord with reminding her of her sins. She brought them in herself, although the Lord really had it in mind to bring them up when He said, Go, call thy husband, and come here. The point was to bring both of them there, but she said, I have not a husband which was hardly true. But at any rate she came to this point that the Lord Jesus had told her all things that she had ever done. She is not like the widow of Sarepta who uses the word iniquity, nor like the chief of the cup-bearers, who uses the word offences without specifying them. In the case of the woman of Samaria the matter was out. That is what the great white throne is for and if you are not saved whatever you have done will come out there; but why not let it come out now? Not that I would ask you to bring it out publicly here, but have to do with God about it and with His people. We should talk with souls and get them to judge themselves and tell the truth about themselves, to acknowledge their wickedness. David said, Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done what is evil in thy sight 

    (Psalm 51: 4), but the result was Jehovah has also put away thy sin (2 Samuel 12: 13), and that is the point I would make here. The widow of Sarepta got a result: the boy was given back to her alive. He had died. No wonder she was in darkness and distress, but the sequel was glorious, and so it will be with anyone here who is ready to settle matters with God and with His people. I do not say your forgiveness depends on the people of God, but at the same time we are to confess our sins to them. But I will now confine myself to God. Confess your sins to God, as the man did who went up to the temple and prayed, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner, Luke 18: 13. So it is that as we get into close contact with God things become settled. Perhaps they have been allowed to drag on far too long and now, as with the cup-bearer and with the widow of Sarepta, the time has arrived for your sins to come upon your conscience. They have been elsewhere, but now they are on your conscience and that is where God wants them to be so that you may get forgiveness. They have to be remembered by you before God ceases to remember them; you have to remember first so that they may be forgiven. It must be borne in mind that no unconfessed sins are forgiven. Sins must be confessed, as it says, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1: 9), and that is what you can do now. 

    I could say much more of the widow of Sarepta, but I have to go on now to this grand statement as to persons who have judged themselves having felt the weight of their sins. The passage read in Hebrews 10 says, And the Holy Spirit also bears us witness of it; for after what was said: This is the covenant which I will establish towards them after those days, saith the Lord: Giving my laws into their hearts, I will write them also in their understandings; and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more. That could not be said of the cup-bearer when he spoke, nor could it be said of the widow of Sarepta when she spoke. It may be said of someone here tonight who has remembered his sins, if there is repentance, which is an important matter as to forgiveness. We read in Luke 24, where the Lord speaks about this wonderful gospel period, that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations beginning at Jerusalem. From the divine point of view repentance and remission of sins is preached and if there is anyone here who is questioning in his soul about something which has happened and is not settled, and you are consequently not happy, I would say to you that repentance and remission of sins is preached. The first thing is repentance, and if a thing comes into your soul which you feel is unsettled, the thing to do is to repent. I do not ask for remorse, but I ask for repentance. That is the word. If anyone is involved in this way and you do not know what to do, get some believer here and enquire of him. The time to settle this matter is at this very moment. That is what was done at the early preaching at Jerusalem. They enquired of Peter and the eleven, for they were all included in the question. If anyone here has soul trouble, ask and you will get answers. 

    There are plenty to give you answers. Peter gave the answer on that occasion. He said, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2: 38. You see how full the statement is. Why should the matter of sin or sins remain on our souls, exposing us to the devil and indeed to judgment? What can we say when people carry sins year in and year out! They may talk about being christians, but you are no christian if you are carrying your sins. Get rid of them! That is the divine way which Peter indicates and which this scripture indicates. God says, Their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more. 

    I have spoken of two cases where sins were called to remembrance, but in this third scripture they are remembered no more. How sweeping that is, and what rest and assurance it brings! Why should it be otherwise? And so, as I said, repentance is needed. To repent is one of the greatest difficulties that souls have; to specify a thing which happened, when it happened, why it happened. So the word is, their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more. God says, You are confessing them to Me and I am saying to you that My beloved Son has died for them. That is Gods side, they are settled once for all! May the Lord bless His word. 

  

  
    "GIVE ME TO DRINK" (WJH 12)
    

    
    
  
  
    GIVE ME TO DRINK (WJH 12)

    John 4: 1-15; 1 Kings 17: 8-16; Genesis 24: 10-27

    One of the most remarkable and wonderful things that we find in Scripture is that God should seek anything from men. As we consider the greatness of God and remember that everything that is good in the universe has come from His hand, and that He gives life and breath and all things, we are amazed to find that He seeks something  He desires to receive something from the hearts of men. As we know, God is sufficient in Himself. All His creatures have to be supported; no one, and no thing, can live without God  no angel can live without God. Scripture speaks of angels food showing that they have to be supported, not of course with literal food as we are, but they have to be supported. So it says, He gives life and breath and all things. 

    I want to say a few words to encourage all to devote what is left of the present period, to minister to God. That is the greatest possible object any of us could have in life  to minister to God  to be able to bring to Him something that is acceptable. What is said by the elders is this, Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created, Revelation 4: 11. Elders are men who have learnt by long experience what is suitable to God and here they, tell us that Gods object in creating everything was that it should minister to Himself. 

    Each of these three scriptures gives us a request made for drink. The Lord was here in keeping with the desires of God  He was personally seeking men. He was rich, supremely rich; but as the apostle says, Our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 2 Corinthians 8: 9. His heart ever desired something from men that had not yet been yielded to Him. There was a longing in His heart that God might be responded to by men. 

    God took account of His longing, and such as the repentant thief on the cross was His answer to it. God provided, as it were, refreshment for the heart of Christ even on the cross; and then we hear those wonderful words of the dying thief, This Man hath done nothing amiss. He says, Lord, remember me. How it must have been as water of refreshment to Christ, to get something at that juncture, that ministered to His own heart. 

    I want to touch on these scriptures with this in mind. The Lord comes in John 4, to the well of Samaria, and there comes a woman of the city to draw water, and He says, Give me to drink. I wonder if I am speaking to any here who have never heard these words, 

    for they lie behind the gospel. You say, I thought the gospel was to give me something; it will give you something, but it is more than that, it is to give God something. That is really what is behind all. 

    The Lord approaches this sinful woman, and says, Give me to drink. He asks the woman first. She did not say No; she was prepared to face this great question. When the Lord said, Give me to drink, she did not understand; none of us understands with the natural mind why the Lord should approach such as we are and say, Give me to drink. The Lord desired that that poor woman should be so satisfied that she would never have another unsatisfied longing; instead of wanting everything that she could lay her hands upon, good, bad, or indifferent, her heart would be so satisfied that there would be that springing up within her that would be a living response to God; she would be a worshipper of God. We do not hear much about worship in gospel meetings, yet the Lord actually indicates to her that He wants her to be a worshipper. He wants her to know God so that her heart overflows in delight. 

    The apostle Paul says, If we are beside ourselves, it is to God. The apostle Paul was such a man that when he thought of God as he knew Him through the coming in of Christ, he was lifted outside of himself in an ecstasy of joy. God desires this, He seeks it. The Father seeketh such to worship him; and the Lord was there, seeking for another heart to minister to the pleasure of God. He says, Give me to drink, and she did. When the disciples came afterwards and said, Master eat, He said, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. My meat is to do the will of him that sent me. 

    When we come to the passage in 1 Kings 17, we have the man of God, Elijah  one who represents God and testifies for Him. We have also a day of great distress, poverty and depression; when everything had gone down and down, and there was very little for anybody. For three and a half years there was to be no rain, and everything was drying up; the brook Cherith had dried up and Elijah had to leave it. God sends him to a widow woman, and when he meets this widow he says to her, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel that I may drink. He does not ask a lot, he says, Fetch me a little water, and this woman is prepared to consider that. And then he says, Bring me I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hands. Then she tells Elijah the true position. She says, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel and a little oil in a cruse, and behold I am gathering two sticks that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it and die. Then Elijah says to her, Fear not, go and do as thou hast said, but make me thereof a little cake first, and she went and did it. That is what the Lord wants  that we should make Him a little cake first; to use the resources we have, but that there should be first, a little cake for the man of God. 

    Do you know why many of us have lost much during the last few years? I believe it is because we have not first made the little cake. We have said we must look after ourselves and then our children, and see that they are well provided for, but many of us have not first thought of God and what is for Him. But there is the present moment, and what the Lord is saying at the present moment, is Give me to drink, and Make me first a little cake. Things may get worse  probably they will  but what ministers to the heart of Christ, is that there will be those on earth, who will use the meal and the oil to provide first for Him. If we do, we can leave the rest to Him, in His hands. Elijah says, thus saith the Lord God of Israel, the barrel of meal shall not waste neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. Now look at the blessed conditions that came to this widow as the result of considering first for Elijah, what results from considering first for the pleasure of the Lord, for what will minister to Him. She had all she needed, and her son also for the whole year, and in addition she had the company of Elijah, and that is worth much. The Lord will give His company to those who consider Him first. 

    But you say, Things are difficult. They are not any worse than they were for this widow. She was entirely dependent on what she could do for herself; she had no husband, she had a son to care for, and there was a famine. But she was prepared to put the Lord first in all that she had. The Lord will take care of such people. The Lord will see those through who put His interests first. You might think it hard  Make me first a little cake, but she did not die, and the meal did not fail, and above everything else she had Elijah the man of God. You can understand that was a wonderful year! 

    I believe the end is going to be wonderful. When we answer to this, that all we have and are is just held to minister to God and to Christ, there is going to be a wonderful year. Such as do this are going to have in a special way, the company of Christ. I put it to you all, and to my own heart, Am I prepared to make first a little cake for the Lord? To hold what will minister to Him, the water, the meal and the oil as available to Him before anybody else. You dear young people, let the spirit of that come into your heart  that the Lord is to be first. You may say, I shall suffer? No, you will not. I do not mean you might not lose a few shillings, but if you put the Lord first in everything you will find the Lord will be with you, and that is worth everything. That dear woman had the best time of all in her day; she was the happiest woman in that land. She had Elijah with her, meaning for us, the Lord was with her, and where you have the Lord you will never starve. Nobody ever starves where the Lord is. Where He is there is always enough and to spare. 

    When we come to the third case, it is not about one woman to whom the Lord said, Give me to drink; nor a widow woman who considered for God first, but in Genesis 24, we have in Rebekah a figure of the assembly. Abrahams servant as we all know, sets forth the patient service of the Spirit of God. He is sent out by Abraham to secure a wife for Isaac and the question is raised, What kind of person will he have? He stands at the well of water and prays, and in his prayer he discloses what is in his mind, the kind of person he is looking for. He prays God to grant that the woman whom he asks to let down her pitcher that he might drink and who shall say, Drink and I will give thy camels drink also, may be the one whom God had chosen for His servant Isaac. What a wonderful picture! 

    The Spirit of God is seeking to find those who will spend themselves, their time, their energies, their all in the interests of Christ and for the service of Christ. Such features show the undoing of what sin brought in. What marked Eve in the fall, was that she spent herself for her own gratification; she overlooked what was due to God, and she lost everything through stretching out her hand to grasp something for herself. Abrahams servant prays that there may be a woman who will say, when he asks her for a drink Drink; and I will give thy camels drink also. He is looking for one suitable for Isaac. When he prays, he says, Thy servant Isaac, suggesting to us the blessed Lord Jesus Christ, who took a bondmans form, He came here to serve. I am among you, the Lord said, as one that serves. He did not come to be ministered to, but to minister. 

    Now what kind of bride will He have? Only one prepared to be a servant; no other would be suitable. The servant has these features before him, and when Rebekah comes he seeks water from her. The New Translation says, Let me sip a little water; he does not make big claims upon her, but says, Are you prepared to consider for me? 

    If she be the woman suitable for Isaac, she must be prepared to be a servant to others. So she says, Drink, my lord, and she hasted and let down her pitcher upon her hand and she hasted to draw water for the camels also. What a feature of Christ as prepared to minister to others. She had never met this man, she did not know who he was, but she says, Drink, my lord; she is prepared to spend herself in ministering to him. 

    Then she says, I will draw water for thy camels also,  ten of them  we know what camels can drink  and it says, She hasted and ran, she spent herself in urgent service till the camels had had enough. How suitable she is for Isaac! The man bows his head and worships; he had found one that was like Isaac, he had found in figure, features of Christ. He had found one who was prepared to lay herself out to serve others; for us, one ready to serve the Lord and to serve His people, to lay down his life for the brethren. He bows down his head and worships, and he claims this woman, and they have to acknowledge it is of God. What the Spirit of God is searching for in the hearts of the saints is features of Christ, living expressions of that which corresponds to Christ, the One who came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, for the assembly must take character from Him. 

    One desired to bring before our hearts the great objective of ministering to the Lord. The apostle Peter speaks of those who run to the sink of corruption and think it strange we do not run with them. That describes many of the books and the pictures of today. They are sinks of vile corruption to which men are running, and they wonder why we do not go with them, they cannot understand it. Then there is Jacobs well, suggesting earthly mercies. We do not despise them, but they do not satisfy. You might have a bigger house, a bigger farm, better health, and all the mercies of this life, but you would not be satisfied. Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again, but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst. 

    But instead of thirsting, the woman is asked to, Give me to drink. From a satisfied heart there is a readiness to minister to Him, and, dear friends, that is what He says to you and to me, Give me to drink. Instead of living to ourselves, our life henceforth is to be a ministration to Him. And then, Make me first a little cake, what results will flow if this is really accepted. All that we have, and all that we are, or may receive, is to be held first to make a little cake for the Lord, to minister to His pleasure. And you will find He will be with us and there will be no need. The meal and the oil will not fail till the Lord comes, if we first make a little cake for Him, if our objective is to minister to Him. Elijah says, Give me a little water to drink. Let us be prepared each in our measure to live a life of service in the interests of Christ; not a life of self-indulgence, self-interest and self-seeking; seeking to be someone or something, even in the local meeting  but a life that is like Rebekahs. When Abrahams servant says, Give me to drink, she says, Drink, my lord, and ... I will draw water for thy camels also. We are to be prepared to be of service to all the people of God. 

    When the Lord comes to take the assembly away, He will find the bride here, and the bride is a wonderful thought. I know those who are parents have seen it (and perhaps on the natural side it is very testing) the bride is one who prefers her husband to her father, mother, brother, sister, home and all. It does not mean, of course, that she ceases to love her parents, but she says, I prefer my husband to everything I ever had before. 

    Rebekah was such; Wilt thou go with this man? Leave Bethuel, Laban, home, country, everything you have ever lived in? and she says, I will go. That is what the Lord is looking for today; hearts that so love Him, that they are prepared morally to leave everything of this life  ready to go and be for His pleasure eternally. May the Lord help us, dear brethren, to give place to this great thought, that the first thing is to minister to God. Give me to drink expresses the longing of the heart of Christ, and the Spirit of God, to have an answer to divine love. 
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    1 KINGS 18 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 18: 1 - 46

    The private exercises of the faithful remnant in a time of great departure are recorded in 1 Kings 17; in this chapter we see Gods movements in public, having in view the recovery of His people to Himself and the judgment of what has ensnared them, so that rain may come upon the earth. Elijah is to show himself to Ahab so that the testimony is no longer hidden in obscurity but is made public. 

    Even in Ahabs house there was one who greatly feared Jehovah and who was to some extent in line with the hidden character of the testimony. He had been favourable to Jehovahs prophets during the time of Jezebels enmity against them. That was another means which Jehovah used to maintain His prophets, as He did with the ravens and the widow. It shows how diversified are the means God uses. He has His eye on all that is of Himself wherever it is. 

    Ahab has some concern for the preservation of life; he thinks of the horses and mules; that was so far good, and if there is any movement for good, God takes advantage of it in whomsoever it may be. The fact that Ahab had such a man as Obadiah near him was a means of God approaching him. There was a sympathetic element in Obadiah and God could approach Ahab better through him than without him. God values persons who are sympathetic even if they are in associations which are very unsuitable. The remnant in Thyatira illustrates this. It is good to remember that God has more prophets than we know of and He has His own way of maintaining them. Though they suffer from being where they are they are Gods prophets even if not bold in the testimony or quite clear of idolatrous associations. 

    Obadiah was afraid to announce that Elijah was there. He was not in the secret of Jehovah, showing that a faithful man in wrong associations does not discern divine movements. Jehovah was just about to turn the hearts of His people back again to Himself in a remarkable way and to send rain upon the earth; but Obadiah did not discern it. He was all wrong in his thoughts. Very often people think that divine movements of blessing are likely to harm them in some way. Those who walk in the truth may often be suspected of wishing to do harm. 

    God would use Ahab as the responsible head in such a movement as this. God has used emperors and church councils to bring about a public witness to the truth. This was so in the fourth century and at other times. I think we should see that in this chapter it is a question of public witness. Elijah knew exactly what had to be met; he seemed to know, therefore, how many prophets Baal and the Asherah had, and how many Jehovah had. 

    It seems to be Baal who is mainly in view. There may be different forms of evil around but there is generally some outstanding one. The outstanding matter now is a false church, the Babylon of the Revelation, having every feature that is contrary to that of the bride, the Lambs wife. 

    It is remarkable that the test is sacrifice. Elijah goes back to the beginning to Leviticus 9, the tabernacle, to David, 1 Chronicles 21, and to Solomon, 2 Chronicles 7. Things will be all brought to the test of what they are from the beginning. How did the service of God go on at the beginning? Did they all know the power of the Spirit of God? Now this is a public test (1 Corinthians 14). 

    It was a question here of an answer by fire: that is, it was an evidence that could not be imitated. The question is as at all times, Have we a real God or an imitation one? The simple truth is that God is with His faithful servants and knows how to give witness to Himself. The powerlessness of the servants of Baal is pitiable; it provoked the scorn of Elijah. God has borne witness to His own prophetic testimony; it has had credentials from heaven. Whatever has turned back the hearts of His people to Himself has been of this character. 

    The order of events is to be noted. The altar of Jehovah which had been broken down is now rebuilt with twelve stones. It is to show how things stand in relation to the worship of God. This is a burnt-offering for all Israel; and he does it according to the original order, the wood, the bullock cut in pieces and laid on the wood, and then something special, the four pitchers three times filled with water. That is something which indicates that what is of flesh and nature shall all be brought under death. When this order is observed I think we may count on God giving evidence that He is with us  Emmanuel  God with us; Spirit-wise now, as seen in 1 Corinthians 14. But, alas, we are more in 1 Kings 19 now! 

    Here, the prophets of Baal are taken. Then rain comes, but it comes through prayer. 
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    FAITHS ANSWER (JBS 7)

    1 Kings 18: 41 - 46

    The great blessing of faith is that it links our souls with God. It is a secret communication establishing relations of confidence and repose between the heart and God. Faith exists unknown to anyone but its possessor and God. Its vitality is seen by works, but its enjoyment does not consist in its demonstration. 

    The history of its action is an interesting, instructive study. Dependence on God, or faith, is the first element of our new existence, the great antagonistic principle to the old nature - whatsoever is not of faith is sin. My will in nature being errant, all my power, natural or acquired, acts so as to sustain what is wrong, that is, my natural will. But in the life of Christ and in the sensibilities of His nature, I am constantly finding that difficulties occur to me in my path here, all the greater because my will runs counter to Gods will. Nay, more, I find that many new desires are awakened within me, which I have no power in nature to gratify. In both these cases I learn that I must lean on God; and as I lean on Him, and know what is His mind or intention towards me, so I have faith or confidence in Him about any given result. 

    It is evident we know too little of this blessed sentiment, and this arises from our great self-dependence. Whether it be as regards difficulties in our path unsurmounted, or good desires ungratified, we do not lean sufficiently on the Lord, and have not the sweet and invigorating consciousness of His direct assistance in supplying our need. We are constantly helped by His mercy and providence, and though we may then recognise His hand and thank Him for it, yet this is not walking in faith. Faith, I repeat, is the great principle of life. I open my eyes, confident that I shall see - if I did not see it would be a marvel to me; and every demand that my natural mind makes on me assumes that my life and strength are equal to that demand, and will accord it. So likewise with living faith. My difficulties and desires are before the Lord. I know that they are, and I know that He is the true source of help; and as I make demand on Him, I know that He will answer me according to my sense of His power and grace as engaged for me. A man who estimates his own powers aright would never tax them beyond their ability, wisely ordered, but so far as he knows their ability, he can tax them to the utmost; so faith draws on God in proportion as He is known. It is a secret conviction, known only to myself, of Gods grace towards me. I rest in it; my heart is strengthened and blessed by it. There is nothing more blessed than to have an individual secret between our souls and God - that God who gave His Son for us. This is always the proof to us of what His heart is, for He that spared not his own Son... shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

    Now then, seeing that faith is an individual secret, how comes it that so many desire that that which is so close, personal, solemn and divine should be demonstrated by evidences that will convince the crowd? Your secret exists, and you cannot and ought not to explain it, it is too sacred; and yet you wish that the public should know that this sacred confidence has produced certain results in a very distinguished manner. That there will be results there can be no question, perfect results, according to the demand you made, and according, as I have said, to your sense of Gods power and love as engaged for you; but that the results or answer should be palpable to anyone outside the range of the necessity, I cannot and must not expect. Suppose I entrust my difficulties or desires to a human friend, who I am sure will co-operate with me and relieve me; is it necessary that in doing so he must publish his assistance and service? By no means. If he has convinced me of it, no matter how he accorded it, he has assured the affection and confidence which reckoned on him; and this we desire from a friend far more than that others should acknowledge what he has done. God in His love wants to make known His heart to our souls, and He answers our faith so as to make us feel that it is He alone that has done it; He does not demonstrate it to others. Nay more, He will often make it of very insignificant appearance, in order that the soul may be kept in the blessing of the secret assurance of faith, which will progress, step by step, with the evidence, if the evidence is not too great to make faith no longer necessary. The moment we walk by sight we are outside of faith. God would never have us outside faith; hence, even in answering our faith, He so answers it that we want it again the next moment, even while we are enjoying the result of it. He cannot distinguish man as man, but He loves man and will make the man who is depending on Him to feel it; consequently, in order to keep the soul in full blessing, the Lord must keep it in dependence; and if He communicates to my own heart the answer to my faith, He has done all I have required of Him. The apostle Paul knew Gods love and power in the answer which he received to his faith in the salvation of the crew (Acts 27), though to human eye it was a sorry provision and a scrambling escape to save 276 souls, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. 

    But what matter how man judged, if the heart of the apostle had its secret confidence in God responded to? If he knew that the power of God had interposed for him, he was not careful that others should know more than the result. 

    In the passage before us, 1 Kings 18: 41 - 46, which is referred to in James 5 as an example of effectual fervent prayer, we find, first, the faith which can say to Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain. Faith cometh by hearing; the intimation had reached the prophet, he had heard the sound thereof; he had the secret consciousness in his soul that he was drawing on the power and goodness of God to meet the case, and he could speak of what that power would accomplish, though as yet he had no more intimation of it than a sound. No one understood this sound but himself, neither could he communicate it to another, although he could speak of the effect of it. This conviction the soul obtains in communion with God. It is but a conviction - a sound; but yet it is the warrant to the soul, knowing the strength and grace it rests on, to expect an amount of relief commensurate to it. In a word, I am resting on the strength and grace of God, and my soul receives the conviction of what His power can and will do. Elijah can without hesitation propose to the king to get up, eat and drink, in the assured hope of rain. But what is his own course? He retires to the top of Carmel, casts himself upon the earth, and puts his face between his knees. This teaches us the condition of a believing soul. It has the intimation of the coming blessing, and can speak of it. But this does not lead to indifference or indolence; nay, rather, the soul, filled with the wondrous reality of trusting God, is engrossed with Him the more as the answer approaches. According to the exhortation in Colossians 4: 2, it continues in prayer, and watches in the same with thanksgiving. The prophet sends his servant to look toward the sea, but there is nothing to be seen at first. The word is, Go again seven times; prayer and watching must be perfected. And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he (the servant) said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a mans hand. Could there possibly be a smaller indication of coming rain? A cloud the size of a mans hand is hardly visible on the horizon. What patience to send seven times! What carefulness of observation to discern anything so insignificant, and after all to learn so little! But faith wanted no more; the soul rested in God, and only prayed and watched until demonstration was granted; and at the smallest notice the heart was entirely assured, and the prophet tells Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. Thus are we instructed in the nature of the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man, that is, one seeking to go rightly. No one can lean on God to be sustained in what is wrong; but to be sustained in and strengthened for what is right is not only to be expected, but it is a sin if we seek relief elsewhere, because we must, in that case, be leaning on something besides God, and whatever we lean on we magnify. 

    In conclusion, we need, first, faith, the secret conviction of help from God, and from Him only, to invigorate the soul with a sense of the power and love which is engaged for it. 

    Secondly, we need the praying, wakeful condition of soul which is conscious of the solemn blessing vouchsafed to it until the moment of fulfilment comes. 

    Lastly, not to seek great or pompous evidences of the fulfilment, but with the true sensibility of affection to interpret the smallest notification, because I know the One whom I count on. The more intimate any one is with another, the sooner and more easily will they understand their simplest gestures. 

    The Lord give us grace to walk in the life of the one blessed Man who was down here, ever leaning on God, ever sensible in Himself of the sweet consciousness that He could count on the power and love of God; who could say, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always; and this is the blessed One, who is our life, and who lives for us, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

  
    1 KINGS - CHAPTER 18 (JND 36)
    

    
    
  
  
    1 KINGS - CHAPTER 18 (JND 36)

    1 Kings 18

     36. Elijah cries, as Moses did, to the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel. Who was happiest and nearest the Lord? It is not in the worst times, at any rate, we are always farthest from God. The people took no heed when the question was on their faith in the God of Abraham; on the proposition of a sign they say It is good. This shows their state  it was a sad but a misled one; the rulers of this people caused them to err  a pitiable one, but what a sign of the power of Satan. 
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    A MANS HAND (JT 13)

    Daniel 5: 5; 1 Kings 18: 44, 45.

    These passages present the idea of a mans hand; firstly, in the way of judgment, and, secondly, in the way of blessing. A mans hand represents his power for the accomplishment of things. In the fingers of the hand coming into evidence, when that which is to be accomplished is judgment, we are confronted with the suggestion of detail. All judgment is committed into the hands of Christ, because He is the Son of man. He purposes to go into the occasion or cause for the judgment in the minutest detail. 

    God is infinitely just and fair, and, so, in undertaking the solemn matter of judgment, which, indeed, is His strange work, He would give us to understand that He does so on the ground of the most careful examination and inquiry. And this examination and inquiry involves each man and woman on the face of the earth; not only those who are now on the face of the earth, but all who have been upon it from the very outset of the history of the race. No one can undertake to say what the total number may be, what the population of the antediluvian world may have been, or what the subsequent populations may have been, but if God enters into judgment with men, He will take them up one by one. Such an undertaking may seem impossible to us finite creatures, for the trial of one criminal oft-times takes a long period in the courts of law. But when God undertakes to judge, He works in His own way, and He does so in righteousness, and, hence, He reminds us of the fingers. We all know how our fingers come into use, as we have to look into books, and, as God takes up the question of judgment, He will have recourse to books, and those fingers of a mans hand will be employed, whether directly or indirectly, to bring into evidence the doings, not only the name or names of all in the race, but their doings, so that you read of the books being opened. 

    I suppose that, as each one is born into this world, his name is recorded, and the book is closed until another entry has to be made, and so as one enters on the period of responsibility, account is taken of his conduct, and the most minute records are made. But, again, the books are closed, for we are not living in days of judgment; we are living in the most auspicious period in the history of our race. 

    We are living in a day when God is not imputing trespasses. It does not say that He is not recording trespasses, for He is. The books are all there, and records are being made constantly. It does not say, as I said, that He is not recording trespasses, but it does say that He is not imputing trespasses, so that we are living in a wonderful time. God is presented to us in the gospel as righteous, as just, and the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. He is presented to us in the Lords own language, in which He says, speaking of a creditor and two debtors: as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them (Luke 7: 42). It is a wonderful time; the time in which God is not imputing, but, on the contrary, is proposing forgiveness for all. That repentance and remission of sins should be preached ... to all the nations (Luke 24: 47), says the Lord. That is this moment in which we live. It is like the time of the south wind, a favourable period, in which men are held in reconciliation. What! you say, reconciliation? Yes, dear friends, through the fall of the Jews the world is in reconciliation, so that it is the time of closed books, but these books shall not remain closed. 

    The time is fast approaching when the Lord Jesus, 

    who is now presented to you in the gospel, in whose name salvation is announced, in whose name forgiveness is announced, in whose name peace is announced, the time is fast approaching when He shall become the Judge. As the prophet says I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne (Revelation 20: 12). Think of standing before God in your sins. Some young ones may be afraid to stand before their parents in their sins, but think of having to stand before God in your sins. I saw the dead, he says, great and small, standing before the throne. You see, that is the end of the course of those who neglect so great salvation as is presented to us now, in Christ, and so, it says, and books were opened. They are not open now. We are not yet arrived at the time of opened books. The books exist, as I have said, how many I cannot say, but enough to contain all the records of the race. All the untold millions and billions of people are taken account of, and not only the persons are there, but their deeds are in the books. These records are all kept with divine accuracy. They are kept, not for present reference, but for future reference, but kept securely, so that, as the time arrives for opening books of judgment, the books are there. 

    Think of it, friend, as I present Christ to you, a Saviour, whose hand is stretched out to you. Think of that hand opening those books and those fingers. Think of them by way of contrast as He stood there in the synagogue of Nazareth, and they handed Him the Book, the Bible, as it was then, how He turned over roll after roll. He found the place where His ministry of grace was recorded. Those blessed fingers of Christ turned over those leaves until He found the place where it was written: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to the poor (Luke 4: 18). He read down the scripture, until He arrived at the place where judgment is spoken of, and then He closed the book. He found the place where the gospel was found, where the prophet announces Him as the Anointed Preacher, and He says: To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. What a wonderful opportunity for those ears as is your case today. This day is this scripture, the one He read, the one He had carefully found, this scripture, the announcement of the gospel, fulfilled in your ears. 

    The gospel is being fulfilled in your ears at this moment, but it is one thing to have it fulfilled in your ears, and another thing to give it a place in your heart; to be effective it has to go down into the heart. We see in the instance at Nazareth, that it was only in their ears. For when He spoke to them about God going outside and blessing the Gentile, they all rose up, we are told (it was a general, spontaneous movement), and they thrust Him out of the synagogue, and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, to cast Him down therefrom. So you see, you may have the gospel fulfilled in your ears, and your heart be untouched. Hence, the Lord appeals to the heart. He says: Son, give me thine heart. Unless the word enters the heart nothing is accomplished. 

    As I said, He closed the book, and the book of judgment remains closed. But that does not mean, as I have already said, that records, that entries are not made in them. I dwell on this, because we have arrived at a time in which men are rejecting the idea of divine wrath and judgment. The apostle is most explicit when he says: the books were opened, and every one of the dead were judged according to their works. So that God, as I said, is fair. No one shall be consigned to eternal punishment without being convicted. If you remain unconvicted now, you shall be convicted then. There shall be such a mass, an ordered mass, of evidence against you, that your conscience will have to assent to the righteousness of the divine verdict, so that as we are told; death and hades were cast into the lake of fire, ... And if any one was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire. 

    You will see the import of this remarkable scripture in the book of Daniel. It deals with conditions such as we find ourselves in at the present time. The world, having been favoured by the gospel all these centuries, has turned away from it, even as Belshazzar did, who had the advantage of an enlightened, yea, of a converted father. Daniel says You knew; and so I say to you young people You know. You fathers have believed in Christ, your mothers have believed in Christ, and you are without excuse, if you are rejectors of Christ. If you turn aside into the world, and partake of its follies, and worship its gods, there is no excuse for you. As Daniel said to Belshazzar: Thou knewest all this. He knew that Nebuchadnezzar had been converted. It was one of the most remarkable conversions of which we have any record. It was not done in a corner, it was a matter of public history, and Belshazzar, of all others, knew what God had done for his father, Nebuchadnezzar, but he had neglected his opportunities, and had turned away from them. He had turned to his gods of silver, of gold, and of iron, and of stone. He had turned to wine, to worldly pursuits, and there he is, like thousands of young people who have been born into the light. Daniel says: Thou knewest all this. 

    So I say to you young people here, How are you going to face those fingers? How are you going to stand up before them in that day? Your mouth shall be stopped then. You shall have ceased to criticise the people of God. You shall have nothing to say. You shall be convicted. The evidence against you will be overwhelming, and you shall go into perdition, into the lake of fire, prepared for the devil, 

    and his angels. So I beg of you to face this matter. Those blessed fingers of Jesus would turn over the Scriptures for you, and show you the way of salvation from them now. 

    Well, now, I speak of Elijah for a moment, so that you may see how the mans hand appears there. Elijah represents the ministry that asserts the rights of God. That is what Elijah represents. He appears suddenly in Israel, and he asserts that there shall be no rain except at his word. He was a man of great authority, and, as the epistle of James tells us, he was a man of prayer. He represents the Lord Jesus Christ in his great solicitude for the welfare of man, and his ministry results in the recognition by all that Jehovah, he is God. It is not now a question of judgment, dear friend. His assertion of the rights of God at the present time does not mean judgment. It means salvation. I thank God constantly that He asserted His sovereign right over me, and so can hundreds of Christians who are living today. You say: What does it mean to assert the rights of God? Well, He has a right, as I said, to cast you into perdition, but that is not the assertion of the rights of God at the present time. God asserts His right over you in commanding you to repent. He commands all men everywhere to repent. It is not that He asks you to do so, but commands you to do so. Are you prepared to recognise His rights? That command belongs to the rights of God in mercy. That is a matter of the greatest importance to every sinner. If God has a right to judge, He has also a right to show mercy, and He does. 

    Elijah represents the assertion of the rights of God, and in asserting His rights, he brings God into evidence. But how, dear friends, is He brought into evidence? In a sacrifice! Who is the sacrifice? Why, the Son of God is the sacrifice. God asserts His right to give His Son for you and for me. Are you prepared to quarrel with such rights as these? Think of what it means for us that God should assert His rights, even if He shuts up the heavens for three years and six months, to save you. As we read, Elijah prayed, and the heavens were shut up for three years and six months. It was a preparatory measure. There is not a Christian that would have been a Christian, were it not for the preparatory measures of God. Think of how He watches us from our very beginnings. He has ordered things for our blessing. Each of us has to say, He hath hedged me about, as He did to Israel. Why? That we might turn to Him! 

    So, as I said, in the assertion of His rights God shows that He is God. Jehovah, it says, He is God. How has God come out to us, dear friend? In the gift of Christ. God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son (John 3: 16). How majestically He asserts Himself in the gift of His Son, so that we are made to say: He is God. Elijah builds an altar, and in doing that He had in His mind everyone of Gods people. The twelve tribes were all in it, but when we come to our altar, when we come to Christ, dear friend, not only did He die for that nation, but that the children of God that were scattered abroad might be gathered into one, yea, more than that; He gave himself a ransom for ALL (1 Timothy 2: 6). So that everyone in the human race is in view on the altar on which Christ laid down His life. He gave himself a ransom for all. Can anyone emphasise that too much? Every member of the race was in view when the Son of man, as it says, the Man Christ Jesus, gave Himself a ransom for all. It is one of the greatest statements that can be made in the gospel. Every member of the race, I repeat, was in view in that offering, and it brought out the greatness of God, not only the rights of God in mercy, but the rights of God in love. He has brought out the righteousness of God, the love of God, and the power of God, and all these are available in the Mediator, for every member of the race of man. Is it not marvellous? 

    As I said, Elijah brought out, in asserting the rights of God in Israel that: Jehovah, he is God. It is part of the gospel to make clear how that God has asserted Himself, and how that He stands out before men as a God that justifies. He justifies the ungodly. It is possible to justify the ungodly. He can do so. He has been glorified in the offering of Christ. As we see in type in Elijahs burnt offering, the fire, we are told, came down and consumed the offering and the water. Heaven accepted the offering. 

    One feels, in seeking to announce the gospel, how little one knows of it, for I know of nothing greater to present than to present God in His assertion of Himself according to His nature, in the death of Christ. No one can lift up a voice against Him. Jehovah, he is God. How majestically it stands out in that hour of Israels apostasy. God stands out in mercy in the sacrifice, and so Elijah says: There is a sound of abundance of rain. Oh! there is, friend, not a sound of judgment, now, but of abundance of rain. The prophets of Baal were judged, and it was right, but God shows, in the assertion of Himself, that He means to bless, and so there is a sound of rain. All of us who have been through a drought understand it a little, but then it had lasted for three years and six months! Think of what that meant to man. I do not suppose any one of us has had any such experience as that. Think of a drought of three years and six months! The heavens shut up, no rain, and then think of the sound of rain? 

    Oh, I say, if your soul is thirsty, the sound of rain is sweet in your ears. But the sound of it is not enough. We need more than the sound of it, and, hence, the great agony of Elijah brings before us the great solicitude of Christ for the welfare of our souls. 

    Think of what a Head we have, we men, in the Son of man. He is on our side. He yearns for the race. He has given Himself for it. I think of that instance in which Peter cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest. You may say it served him right. Oh, beloved friend, that servant of the high priest was a man, he belonged to the race, he belonged to the race for which Christ died. You say, but he was Christs enemy. Yes, my friend, so have you been, and so have I, but He died for us, nevertheless. He died for the wickedest, and so He puts forth His hand, you see, His hand is for the race. It is for the most wicked of the race. You are His opponent; you are His murderer; but He puts forth His hand, and touches your ear, and heals it. He will not give up His rights as the Head of the race. He will see to it that the race comes in for what He died to secure for it. That is the gospel. 

    Look at Elijahs great exercise here, as he puts his face between his knees. If you are indifferent about the welfare of your soul, the Lord Jesus is not indifferent about it. He is yearning for you, and so are others. It is most pathetic to see young people, and old ones, too, indifferent about their eternal welfare, while others are putting their faces between their knees for them. What a spectacle! It is the solicitude of Christ for you. He died for you, and He wants you. Elijahs servant says, as he looks at the heavens: There is nothing. We do not give you up because there is no sign. The very prolongation of the day of grace means that God is not giving you up. Notwithstanding the absence of signs, God knows, and the prayer goes on, and the gospel goes on, and the solicitude goes on, for we want you, as Christ wants you. As Paul says I seek not yours, but you, and so Elijah prayed, and as the messenger goes out to look the seventh time, he sees a little cloud rising out of the sea, small as a mans hand. 

    What news! It may be that it is just coming into your soul now, but presently it will fill your whole being. As we see in Lukes gospel, the Babe, how small outwardly, but, nevertheless, Simeon, as he takes Him in his arms, says: A light for the revelation of the Gentiles (Luke 2: 32). The whole Gentile world should be unveiled by that Person. 

    So the heavens were covered with clouds. They were not clouds of judgment. The book of Job speaks of God loading the thick clouds with plentiful moisture; Job 37: 11. Universal blessing has come down from heaven through the death of Christ, and is announced in the gospel. James says that Elijah prayed again and the heavens gave forth their rain, and the earth yielded its fruit. That is a beautiful touch in the book of James that we do not get here. One can understand it, for Christianity is the fruit of the Old Testament. The fruit is appearing now, dear friend, and I appeal to you: Is it going to appear in you? The earth brought forth its fruit. It is a solemn thing that the rain should be descending on you day after day and there should be no fruit. Hebrews 6: 8 tells us of the end of those in whom there is no fruit from the rain. How is it going to be with you? You have been to hear the gospel, and you have been brought up under it. God has lavished His rain, so to speak, upon you. What about the fruit? 

    Let me entreat you now, as you look up, as it were, and see that mans hand. It is the hand of Jesus. By His hand the rain has come down, for He received from the Father the promise of the Spirit, and He shed it forth. Have you confessed the Lord? The confession of Christ means that He will give you the Spirit. The most wonderful thing conceivable is given to us. The Son of God has been given for us, the Spirit given to us, and God proposes now that you will submit yourself to Christ. The Holy Spirit, it says, is given to all those that obey Him. Will you not join with us now? There are those who have obeyed Christ, who have received the Spirit, and, by the Spirit, have borne fruit for God, and they intend, by the grace of God, to continue to do so. 

    Let us entreat you to come. You see the rain is in abundance for you. Let it enter your soul. Let thoughts of Christ, thoughts of heaven, enter your soul. 

    May God grant this! One yearns for the young ones. It is not a question of property now, it is a question of persons, and the gospel is for persons, and the Lord is craving for persons. 
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    THE RIGHTS AND PATIENCE OF GOD IN TESTIMONY (2) (JT 35)

    1 Kings 18: 1 - 46

    JTOur subject this afternoon is public service. Elijah had spoken to Ahab, according to verse 1 of chapter 17, saying, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. The position was thus made clear, it was one in which the word stood, an important principle in public ministry that the servants word stands; as it is said of Samuel that none of his words fell to the ground, 1 Samuel 3: 19. Jehovah saw to that, and the position being made clear, the servant has to go through certain experiences, so as to fit him for showing himself to Ahab; this time not merely to announce the mind of God, but to express it in power, so that we have the word of Jehovah came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself to Ahab; and I will send rain upon the face of the earth. The commission of the servant is thus accompanied by the assurance that the blessing is coming. 

    HBDo you think that the public service, by his showing himself, has not only the word of the Lord through the servant in view, but that there is to be the personal representation of what is in the mind of God? 

    JTThat is what I was thinking, that the person himself enters into the testimony. So Luke calls attention to the Lord as in the synagogue, how they wondered at the words of grace that were coming out of His mouth, and every eye was fastened on Him; attention is called to the Vessel of grace. As we see in the type, the light was to shine over against the candlestick  meaning that the candlestick itself was to be in evidence. It says here, Elijah went to shew himself to Ahab  that is the point. Then there are other movements which enhance this, the movements of Ahab and Obadiah; they are occupied profitably with a view to positive good. That is to say, as the servant moves under divine direction, other conditions come into evidence ordered of God, which enhance the service. The enemys power is checked in that Ahab at the moment is occupied in looking for grass, with Obadiah, the steward of his house; that is to say, we are to take account of every movement in Christendom, that has good as its end, as so far in our favour. 

    QuesThe position of hiding is now over when you speak of his showing himself to Ahab? 

    JTQuite so. We read in the New Testament of the day of his showing to Israel, Luke 1: 80. God indicates a suitable time when the servant is fit for it and the circumstances are ordered of God so as to make the service effective, so in serving God we are to have our eye abroad on the whole sphere of profession. 

    PLIs not the desire for food among the people of God the great opportunity for this kind of service? 

    JTI thought that, even although it is food of a very low order, it is still food. So that the circumstances are favourable, and it says that Elijah went to shew himself, and then in verse 6, Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. It is well that they are separated for the purpose in view, so that it goes on to say, as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. It was much more advantageous for the purpose in view that he should meet Obadiah first, Obadiah forming a link between Elijah and Ahab. There is thus a modification which is ordered of God between what is wholly of God and the opposite. God does not order sudden clashes, He brings in the principle of modification. Obadiah was on the way, it says, which is an expression having its own meaning in Scripture, beginning with the servant of Abraham, who said, I being in the way ... Genesis 24: 27. He was occupied under orders with a profitable end in view. 

    RemYour point is that the Lord would gather up what is of Himself? The scripture records that Obadiah feared Jehovah greatly, and although he was occupied here with this menial gathering of food, still he fed the Lords prophets in a cave. 

    JTYes, that is the thought. What is of God in the service, however insignificant it may appear, is to be taken account of as of God. Then the Spirit of God records what marked him; we are told, now Obadiah feared Jehovah greatly; and it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of Jehovah, that Obadiah took a hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and maintained them with bread and water. The Holy Spirit tells us about it, to remind us that, if we are set to serve, He will put us in touch with the interested element, with what is of Himself, however small in measure. 

    RemAnd the servant in touch with the Lord will be quick to detect that. Elijah standing in the presence of the Lord suggests alertness. 

    JTThat is what I had in mind, that we might see the setting of service today, that we are not to serve in a corner but in relation to the whole area of christendom, to take account of what is of God. Even an Ahab if he is moving with a good end in view is not to be despised. 

    PLYou referred to Revelation this morning; would the encouragement of the overcomer even in the darkest stage be an incentive to take account of what the Lord has everywhere? 

    JTI thought that. That is his first concern, to write to the assemblies; the whole area of christendom is in mind, so that we take account of what is good: the Lord does that in each address. 

    QuesDo you regard christendom as an area for the operations of Gods work? 

    JTWell, it is different from heathendom; we do not encounter demon power in christendom  there is a certain advantage. The testimony really now is to those who are professedly christian, so there is no need of miracles and the like. Ahab and Obadiah are in movement before Elijah shows himself. He does not show himself to Ahab first, but to Obadiah, and it was when Obadiah was in the way. 

    PLWould this principle be found with the eunuch? Philip is hidden in the desert and then he is called to show himself to an element that is enquiring, and, in principle, in the way. 

    JTI think that is right. The eunuch was reading the Scriptures, and Philip was enjoined by the Spirit to join himself to the chariot, which is really more than what you get here. Elijah would not join himself to Obadiah in what he was doing, but he was doing something; he was working under the orders of Ahab, and Elijah says thy lord, referring to Ahab. Ahab was not Elijahs lord in that sense. The Holy Spirit tells us about Obadiah, he was a remarkable man; God will love to bring into evidence the fruit of His own work, even though it was in a false setting. A man who hid fifty prophets in a cave from Jezebels wrath is not one to be despised. 

    QuesYou would say that Obadiah was a good man, but hampered by the fear of men. 

    JTJust so. Whatever was good with him God would bring into evidence. Obadiah, I think, in what he says, in his anxieties, represents that weakness of faith that marks those who are the subjects of the work of God in these circumstances, that is, it is the work of God in a set of circumstances that is inimical to it, but still it is the work of God, and God loves to bring out His own work. 

    PLSo that separating the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth (Jeremiah 15: 19), is seen with Elijah here. 

    JTI think so. 

    QuesWhat would be involved in Shew thyself, at the present time, referring to christendom? 

    JTIt is a question of what is of God. There is that in us of which God is not ashamed, and, especially in His service, there is that to which He commits Himself. I think it is seen in chapter 17; a man who can bring a boy back from the dead, with all the exercises that are depicted, is, you might say, full of Christ  that is what is to be shown. 

    QuesWould you say that Obadiah was not positionally righteous, for the righteous is as bold as a lion? 

    JTYes. He was in circumstances that weakened his faith. We all know what it is, as we come in contact with persons in whom the work of God is, but who are in circumstances that are foreign to it, how weak their faith is, and how uncertain such people are. You are conscious you have darkness to deal with in their settings. To get them out of those settings is very largely the work God would commit to those who have the light. You will observe how uncertain Obadiah is, how he feared Ahab, who represents the ruling religious class, whoever it may be  how people fear it! 

    RemObadiahs name means, Servant of the Lord. Do you think the Lord has His servants even in positions that we might not regard very favourably? 

    JTThat is the point we are at. He is really in circumstances that are wholly inimical to his progress as a believer, and people in such circumstances have to be delivered. How are you to deliver a man like this? He was true to his convictions; there is assembly material in this man, he will divide the saints up into a number that can be handled profitably, hiding them fifty in a cave: he is in keeping with the character of the day, the time of hiding. Large meetings are contrary to that; the principle is this  fifty in a cave. He is conversant with the movements of Elijah. 

    RemThis man had an assembly principle which some of us in Belfast need  fifty in a cave. 

    JTThat is right. That is a principle many have not accepted, and he is in keeping, to that extent, with the idea of hiding  smallness. 

    QuesWould that indicate the number that it would be suitable to feed? 

    JTQuite so. It is carried out in the Lords own case  Make them sit down in companies by fifties. This is a company that can come under an administrative hand. You may speak to any number, but when it comes to the administrative side, you need to have a manageable company. Fifty are easily managed  we know each other. 

    PLOne of Elijahs last acts was to save a company of fifty, 2 Kings 1  The captain of the fifty fell on his knees. 

    JTYes, due to the state of the captain, that is, the leading brother. It shows how the saints may be saved by the leading brother being in the right spirit. He died for the company, you might say; that is, he surrendered his dignity as a captain and saved his fifty. This choice of a cave belongs to faith  the dens and caverns of the earth are not man-built, they are Gods doing. They are formations and have their own voice, something God has prepared in His creation that faith employs. God provides in nature things that faith appropriates. The more you think on that line, the more you will see how the creatorial thought enters into redemption, for what God is in creation He is in redemption, only redemption is the intensification of it. 

    PLWould you say that redemption and creation are brought together in chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation as following on this? 

    JTThat is very good: chapter 4 is creation and chapter 5 redemption. It is to bring out an important testimony which God would centre in suitable vessels, in order to bring out all that is good in the realm of profession. We have to view ourselves in relation to creation. The celebration of praise in chapter 4 is in connection with creation  for thy will they were and they have been created; then chapter 5 is redemption. 

    RemThey went about in sheepskins, in goatskins ... and in dens and caverns of the earth, Hebrews 11: 37 - 38. That was a period of faith. 

    QuesWhy does God regard Ahab at all? 

    JTTo bring out that He recognised the responsible element in the profession: He never loses sight of that. So, thou permittest the woman Jezebel ... is said to the responsible element  the angel of the assembly. God recognises that to bring out how patient He is, but never failing to judge the wickedness that is there. The intelligent Christian understands that the Romish system as represented in Jezebel is definitely set aside. The remnant is called out, and that is the moral setting aside of that system. I cast her into a bed ... her children will I kill with death. She is definitely dealt with judicially. In the latter part of the Revelation, Babylon is fallen, and has become the cage of every foul and hateful bird. Morally it has been dealt with. 

    RemAs we move, as Elijah did, to show ourselves in a right way, the sympathetic element will come to light. 

    JTThat is what comes about, and we know it has been so in the history of the revival. As God raised up His servants, He also worked and brought in a sympathetic element, at least, an element He worked with, like Obadiah. 

    RemI wondered whether this would work out in our localities, whether we could not count on something sympathetic coming to light under Gods hand. 

    JTI think that is what marks the work of God that He brings to light what He has been doing in others, so that the prayer was, Let thy work appear unto thy servants. We have the record of the movements of Ahab and Obadiah; then that Obadiah was in the way when Elijah met him. He did not meet Elijah, Elijah met him; as the Lord says in the gospels, A man shall meet you carrying a pitcher of water, Mark 14: 13. We must recognise that God works, and even Elijah would have to recognise that God worked without him, 

    but then He would bring His work into the view of Elijah, and that is what we see in the chapter. Let thy work appear unto thy servants ... And let the beauty of Jehovah our God be upon us; and establish thou the work of our hands upon us, yea, the work of our hands, establish thou it, Psalm 90. 

    QuesWhat does Elijah recognise in Ahab? 

    JTThe great general thought of the responsible element. The pope is responsible, the hierarchy of Rome is responsible. So is that of protestantism, and God will recognise any element of good there may be in any one of them. It is a great thing to recognise what there is, what God is doing. 

    PLObadiah was one of the seven thousand who had not bowed to Baal. 

    JTExactly; Elijah missed that, Obadiah should have reminded him. 

    RemThe firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, The Lord knows those that are his, 2 Timothy 2: 19. 

    RemIn speaking even to a Romish priest, we have to remember that there is an element of responsibility to be recognised there. 

    JTA great dignitary of the Roman Catholic church, set over against an apostate movement in Germany, recently said, There is no blood of any importance but the blood of Jesus  a man who says that is not to be despised. 

    QuesDo you mean such persons belong to the assembly? 

    JTNot exactly: a man might say that and not be a Christian; those who belong to the assembly must have the Spirit. 

    RemAhab said a good thing a little later on. 

    JTYes. It is to enlarge our view as to what God is doing. We come to see that God has one thing in His mind, and that is the little cake that Elijah spoke of, 

    and we see here the twelve tribes of Israel  that is what He is thinking of. 

    QuesDo you not think we need this collective aspect in view of our attitude towards those who do not walk with us? 

    JTI think we do, but we should have in mind that we are to hate the garment spotted by the flesh, and with fear to pull out of the fire some who are believers, Jude 23. 

    RemWhile we stand aside from all the systems, through mercy, we would appreciate anything that belongs to the Lord wherever it is. 

    JTThat is it, to get the gold. Gold is alluded to in Genesis 2, and it runs right through. Gold is gold wherever it is, but it is not useful if it is in the mines, it has to be separated from its surroundings. 

    QuesOught we not all to be concerned that the written ministry should be circulated as widely as possible amongst believers, in the systems? 

    JTWell, it is for them: it is for the poor of the flock, it is for all. 

    QuesDoes Obadiah, as subject to the word of the Lord, now become the link with Ahab? 

    JTThat is how it is introduced. He establishes a link with Ahab, modifying the distance, as it were, so as to prevent a breach. Had Elijah come into direct contact with Ahab at the beginning, there might have been a definite breach and what we have here would not have resulted. But there is a modification, so it says, Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; And Ahab went to meet Elijah. Now that is a great matter: you have Ahab going to meet Elijah, that is a great advantage. 

    QuesI wondered whether it came about through the exercises of subjection on the part of Obadiah to the word of Elijah. 

    JTI think Elijah showed him that he could rely on what he was saying, and he secured a movement in Ahab  Ahab went to meet Elijah. It is something if you get any of these great men in the systems coming to meet one who has the word of God. They do not want to hear you much now, but if one comes to meet you, that is something. Ahab comes to meet him; he has a hard word for him, but it is remarkable that Ahab does what Elijah tells him to do. Ahab calls him a troubler of Israel first, and Elijah says, I have not troubled Israel, but thou and thy fathers house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of Jehovah, and thou hast followed the Baals. And now send, gather to me all Israel to mount Carmel. That is, Elijah has selected the meeting place, it is not to be in a cathedral: it is not on Ahabs terms. 

    PLOr in the plain of Ono (Nehemiah 6: 2). 

    JTNo, mount Carmel has its own meaning: it means fruitfulness, and it certainly was fruitful at this time. The meeting place is dictated by Elijah. He slays the prophets at the brook Kishon, not at Carmel. 

    PLWould the fact that the prophet knows exactly how many false prophets there are suggest that he had measured out all that sorrow with God? He is not indifferent to what is transpiring, as we might say, in christendom today. 

    JTWhat a company he had to meet, but he did not under-estimate it. 

    QuesWould you say that the wisdom of Elijahs movement resulted in the testimony gaining a place with Ahab? 

    JTThat is how it stands; Ahab came under his direction. We may act in such a narrow legal way as to preclude any thought of getting influence over others. It is very striking that Ahab comes under the direction of Elijah and does exactly what he wishes him to do. It was no small undertaking to gather them all there. Chapter 16 tells us that Ahab is the wickedest man; added to that he has taken Jezebel: yet God deals with him in this way, so that our hearts should be impressed with the grace and the patience of God in dealing with christendom. 

    RemJezebel was the great supporter of the false prophets and the destroyer of the prophets of the Lord. Is not God today protecting what is of Himself amongst us, and promoting what is spiritual, in spite of Jezebel? 

    JTThat is what comes out here. It says, Ahab sent to all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. That is a remarkable moral triumph; no one else could have done it. They would not have come at Elijahs bidding. So that God can use a man or an element like this. 

    PLThis warrior of God has the great advantage of. So to speak, choosing his own battlefield, and he takes the initiative all the time till victory is assured. The priests of Baal would be on very foreign territory at mount Carmel. 

    JTThey would; they would have been at a disadvantage at once. Now the point is, what will the people do? What effect will it have on the people? If you cannot get the people, the end is not reached. So it says, Then Elijah drew near to all the people, and said, How long do ye halt between two opinions? if Jehovah be God, follow him; and if Baal, follow him. And the people answered him not a word. Well, he is left to divine what they think, they are not saying anything; but the hand of God is, as it were, passed over them and they are not opposed; it portends good that they say nothing. Then it says, when Elijah makes his proposal as to the two bullocks, that one was to be offered by the prophets of Baal and one by himself, that all the people answered and said, The word is good. If we get the people to say that, we have got something. You have to reach the people, to speak to the people, and that is what he does here. He had been speaking to Ahab and to Obadiah; now he speaks to the people for God: he has them in his mind. 

    RemHe does not wait till the people come to him, 

    he drew near to them: he had an evangelical heart. 

    JTQuite. Then the next thing is the great power that he had so as to become ironical: he is like Jehovah sitting in the heavens laughing at them. It is the power God gives His servants as they proceed on this line, they can mock the enemy  The virgin-daughter of Zion despiseth thee, laugheth thee to scorn, that is, the Assyrian, Isaiah 37: 22. 

    RemThat was the effect of choosing his ground and his means of testimony. If they had chosen themselves they would have chosen something that would have given them the advantage. 

    JTYes, they would. In moving towards our brethren who are in the systems, we are not true if we allow them to take up things on their terms; they must be on Gods terms. 

    PLDoes the bullock suggest that the prophet takes account of the greatness of the Person? 

    JTThat is what comes out. He even proposes bullocks  large offerings. 

    QuesWould the light in Elijahs soul be shown in the fact that he refers to Jehovah of hosts? Would that help us in the gospel? 

    JTI am sure it would  the greatness of God. I believe the Lord has been helping the brethren in calling attention to the Deity, what He is in the absolute, and what He is creationally, and what He is in redemption. The great background is what He is in absoluteness. The greater place the Lord has in your soul, the more power you will have with men. Many christians have a very poor estimate of God, and a very poor estimate of Christ. Elijah is impressed here with the greatness of God. The offering of the bullocks and all that ensued would be to detach the people from Ahab and Jezebel, it is the greatness of God brought in. So the result in verse 39 is, all the people saw it, and they fell on their faces and said, Jehovah, he is God! Jehovah, he is God! That is, God is in their souls now, but He was in Elijahs soul first: it is the minister that conveys this, so that the people get it. 

    PLThe Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me, Galatians 2: 20. Is that the thought of the bullock  the glory of the Person, all to detach the Galatians from those who troubled them, whom Paul wished would cut themselves off like the priests of Baal? 

    JTJust so. 

    RemWe see the possibilities that are with God. 

    JTThat is what comes out. So Elijah now allows the prophets of Baal to do their utmost, and what an exposure! All day long, there they are in their wretched efforts to bring in power; and no power, no answer, comes. What an exposure! Then in verse 30, Elijah said to all the people, Draw near to me: he had drawn near to them, now he says, Draw near to me. You are impressed with the manner of the truth as it is stated here  Draw near to me, that has a gathering power. 

    RemI suppose spiritual power in ministry lies in access to God. In the ministry of the prophets of Baal there was no access to God or spiritual power: we see the contrary in Elijah. 

    JTYes, that is the way it stands. The jugglery of these men, their deceptiveness, is all set aside: they are exposed in the withering irony of Elijah. It is Gods way to wither up opposition by irony, and now he says, Draw near to me. That is, the enemy is already defeated in this exposure, but the power of God has not come in yet. We are now coming on to what God can do in the way of power. 

    PLSo that the Lord exposes all the cities of the plain, coming under apostate influences as they have done, and then He says, Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened. 

    JTQuite so. It is very beautiful  Draw near to me, here, and Jesus says, Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened. Elijah is typical of the Lord here; he is someone to come to, he is gradually gaining power, and it says, he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. He is now approaching the idea of worship; worship is to be on Gods terms and it is His own altar; broken down though it be, it is the altar of God, it is not a new one, there is only one, and God will accept it. And it says, Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name. We were speaking of the cumulativeness of the testimony; we are on spiritual ground now, the Israel of God: a great thought in a dark day like ours  the Israel of God, the tribes coming into evidence, meaning the saints viewed as formed in love, the work of the hand of God. You can see how we are getting on to moral elevation here. The corrupt system is withered away by the irony of God, there is nothing of it in the presence of all this. We ought to see the magnitude of the position  the twelve tribes, the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of God came  Israel shall be thy name. It is the Israel of God; it is not the natural, it is of God. 

    PLI will destroy the wisdom of the wise. All the wisdom of man is ridiculed and brought to nothing. It is at the time of the evening sacrifice: would you say a little as to that? 

    JTIt was an advantageous time. If anything could be done for the prophets of Baal it would be done then. The time of the evening sacrifice means that you are as powerful in the evening as you are in the morning. 

    PLLet my prayer be set forth before thee as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening oblation, Psalm 141: 2  it is Christ really. 

    JTQuite. It is the idea of continuance in your soul. What God especially values is that a man is as powerful in the evening as in the morning; the heat of the day has not damaged him. 

    QuesWhat about the twelve stones here? Is the altar to be permanent now? Does that show he was on the ground of counsel and faith? 

    JTYes, I think God is showing us the end now. The number twelve is never seen more concretely than in the heavenly city; that is the view now, involving love. Twelve allows for the manipulation of love  love can understand. 

    RemThe Lord knows those that are his  does that cover the twelve? 

    JTWell, the twelve goes beyond that, it is the great thought of counsel; it is the saints viewed as one whole answering to the mind of God, not simply every saint. We come down now to Elijahs direction as to the altar. He is not wishing to make his position easy. The altar is built, and he puts the wood in order, cuts the bullock in pieces, and he says, Fill four pitchers with water, so that now we are in the presence of the power of death: it is not minimised, but Christ is in it  the bullock is there. That is, it is the great fact of the power of God, testified to, operating in Christ. Everything is consumed, licked up, although the trench is dug according to measure and filled, yet the power of God is equal to all that; taking Christ out of death, the surpassing greatness of his power. The people arrive at the great truth  Jehovah, he is God. Israels covenant God is the only God, there is no other  that is the meaning of it. He is God, God is one. 

    RemYou have twelve suggested again in the four pitchers filled three times. 

    JTYes, it goes beyond. The power of death is seen in its fulness  not three but four  four goes beyond full testimony. As it says of Lazarus, he was four days dead. 

    RemIn the light of Ephesians 1 it is possible to conceive of saints being for Gods pleasure, the power for it is set forth in Christ. 

    JTWell, that is the setting of it, the chapter brings us on to that ground. We have the whole truth in that chapter: we reach here the ground of Ephesians 1 typically in regard of power, the exceeding greatness of Gods power, God known in that way. It is an Ephesian saint who can bear testimony properly, The power which works in us, what a fine point that is to reach, and that is seen here in that Elijah would have the trench full, Fill four pitchers with water, and pour it on the burnt-offering and on the wood  Do it the second time  Do it the third time. Four pitchers every time! 

    PLYou referred to Ephesians; even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour (chapter 5: 2). Is that the time of the evening sacrifice? You move in the savour of that now. 

    JTExactly. The priests of Baal had that advantage; it was the time of the offering of the evening oblation. It says, The water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. And it came to pass at the time of the offering up of the oblation, that Elijah the prophet drew near and said, Jehovah, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel ... . And the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. It is a remarkable type of the power of God taking Christ out of death. 

    PLThis answer to the fervent prayer of Elijah is a little like the bowed knees of Paul. 

    JTQuite so. It really enters into Christs agony in the garden: He is heard from the horns of the unicorns. 

    QuesWhat is the thought of a torrent? 

    JTWater coming to you of itself, is what we have in the torrent Cherith. Here we have a different idea in the torrent. Kishon is a river or torrent in a place of great combats; it is where Sisera was destroyed in the days of the Judges and Deborah  the ancient river of Kishon (see Judges 4: 7, 13; Judges 5: 21; and Psalm 83: 9). 

    It refers to the judgment of God; yet it dries up entirely sometimes, as the judgment of God works out, but it comes back in power, and carries away the enemy. The suggestion here that the prophets were taken down to that torrent and slain is the overwhelming judgment of God. 

    Finally Ahab is spoken to kindly, for there is going to be rain. What a word it is to the sinner! How the grace of God rises above the sins of men: even an Ahab is told there is a sound of rain; the word indeed is, there is a sound of abundance of rain, And Elijah said to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink. It seems to me there is remarkable grace in that, this is the present moment, this dispensation and it is not changed. Evil will not be passed over, but the responsible element is dealt with in grace  Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain. But then how is it to come? Ahab does not agonise over it; Elijah does, he puts his face between his knees on mount Carmel. Carmel is the place. 

    RemIt shows what faith he had, he hears the sound of abundance of rain before he prays. 

    JTHe does not forget to pray; we must pray. He told his servant to look toward the sea: the sea refers to divine resources which are unlimited; the servant says, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh time that he said, Behold, there is a cloud, small as a mans hand, arising out of the sea. And he said, Go up, say to Ahab, Harness and go down, that the pour of rain stop thee not. And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the heavens became black with clouds and wind, and there was a great pour of rain. That is the end of it; that is the end of the two prayers of Elijah. In between there is all this evidence of the power of God operating for us. 

    RemA little like Paul speaking of the unsearchable riches of the Christ. 

    JTI think it is. It is a full thought, plenty of it, abundance of it  the riches of His grace. 

    QuesDoes not this show the importance of our persevering in prayer until God comes in in this way, and watching in the same with thanksgiving? His head was between his knees. 

    JTPutting the head between our knees would save us from intellectualism in our ministry. A very good place to put your head if in need of power. 

    QuesWhat about the little cloud? You spoke this morning of the little cake. 

    JTIt is the beginning of the thing. The thought of sympathy is suggested in a mans hand, what began so small yet becomes enlarged. 

    PLDoes running before suggest that the servant does not rest on his oars in relation to past success, but buckles on his armour for the next spiritual exploit? He girded up his loins and ran. 

    JTHe outran Ahab: the servant of God has more agility than all the great men of christendom. Obadiah understood that Elijahs movements were spiritual, it is to his credit that he understood that (see 1 Kings 18: 12). 
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    ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS (JT 44)

    Exodus 24: 3, 4; 1 Kings 18: 30 - 32; Acts 26: 6, 7; Revelation 7: 2 - 4

    This wonderful period existing till now, from Pentecost, is called a dispensation; that is an economy, what is house-wise. I had in mind to show that it involves, at least in the attitude of God and those who are with Him, fellow workers with Him, a continuous dispensing of blessing; in a wider sense, administration. Many things that are included could be specified, but I mention just the general fact; having also in mind to call the attention of all to the divine thought that as one freely receives the benefits or any one benefit that is being dispensed, he himself is to become the dispenser of that, in so far as he may. 

    In John 3: 35 we are told that the Father loves the Son, and that He has given all things to be in His hand. The next chapter proceeds to tell us that the Lord Jesus, at the well of Sychar, conversed with a woman, and opened up to her what was being dispensed, namely, the living water. Immediately, as she understands the Lords mind, she becomes part of the administration. She had carried the vessel to draw water which was needed in her household administration, but now she is made acquainted with an infinitely greater thought as to water, and so she leaves her water-pot; her action intimating that she understood the Lord. She grasped in her soul something of what was in His mind. He said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink. That is to say, He took the attitude of receiving at her hands what she could dispense. He says, If thou knewest who it is that says, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him  Thou wouldest regard Him in the light of an Administrator, a Dispenser  that is the lesson for every man and woman in the world to learn if they will. Those of us who are here have learnt it doubtless, through grace. What have we that we have not received? That is to say, all is on that principle. So the woman left her waterpot, meaning that she was now to dispense something greater than that which the Lord asked from her; she would be a dispenser of the great thing He was dispensing to her. She left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and proceeded to administer, at least in the principle of her service. One has often mentioned that, but it is worth mentioning again, as illustrative of what is in mind, that the Lord is calling those who receive to become givers. Give, and it shall be given to you (Luke 6: 38); ye have received gratuitously, give gratuitously (Matthew 10: 8). 

    Now I go back to Genesis, because what is in mind, as you will observe, is the number twelve: the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came. Much had preceded Jacob  accumulated wealth. Genesis treats of the wealth that was coming into the family of faith. Abraham was heir of the world: what immense wealth would be at his disposal! His heir was not to be Ishmael, although he, too, had twelve sons; the wealth of Abraham was not to be transmitted through these. Ishmaels hand was to be against every mans hand; a quarrelsome man is not the man through whom God would dispense the blessing which comes through faith. It is faith working through love (Galatians 5: 6), and that did not characterise Ishmael. Hence Isaac was the heir; the rich inheritance of Abraham came down through Isaac; it was added to by Isaac, and it finally came into the hands of Jacob, the third patriarch. A great principle has been worked out in the three, as is always the case in such circumstances. The exercise is to be completed in the third, and now in all that it means, it is to be diffused in twelve. 

    You will understand that I am not speaking literally, for the letter kills. We have to grasp the principle, that the great wealth of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is to be dispensed. So immediately Jacob returns from Padan and has his name changed, the word of God came to him. Is there a soul in this audience who does not understand the greatness of the word of God coming to him? It is to enlighten our souls  if it come and be received  as to what is in the mind of God. The first one to whom the word of God is said to have come is Abraham; now it is Jacob. God is unfolding His mind to the patriarchs; they are to be initiated into what is in Gods mind. What wealth there is, dear brethren!  the riches of wisdom, of understanding, of truth, of knowledge: all that is, as it were, untapped; and it is let into the souls of those who have faith. 

    So the instructed believer, as Jacob evidently was, had in mind the twelve, and so did Rachel, for after the eleventh son is born she said, Jehovah will add to me another son (Genesis 30: 24). So right through Genesis the thread runs. As Jacob departs, he speaks to his sons, and he constitutes them blessed. How necessary this is, for who can administer on Gods behalf except one who is blessed, and blessed in all his faculties  in his eyes, his ears, his hands, and his feet? These are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father spoke to them; and he blessed them: every one according to his blessing he blessed them (Genesis 49: 28). So the line runs right through the books of the Pentateuch; indeed, it is worthy of note that the word and is the first word in each of the three books after Genesis. These early books begin with and, a small conjunction, meaning that something that preceded is carried down. And so with every one of us; the history of each believer must begin with and. Let each look back and see what that and means as to his own history. 

    Exodus takes up the thread and introduces us again to the twelve sons of Israel: with Jacob had they come. Spiritually speaking he carried with him all the light of that which is so wonderful and rich, the inheritance of Abraham and Isaac, and now the accumulated wealth of the third patriarch. So the great administrative book immediately follows Genesis, and what I want to show, dear brethren, from the first scripture, is how Moses acted of himself in this matter. If one cannot do anything of himself, in the sense of which I am speaking, he is hardly in liberty of soul. The Lord loves to see us move in liberty. The history of Moses is written in large letters, in the initial part, at least, of the book of Exodus, and it is a history marked by the absorption of divine thoughts; it is not simply that one gets words, but that divine thoughts permeate him. After eighty years of such an experience in one way and another, he is now ready, according to the divine mind, to be affected by a divine appearing. Let us not think the word is too great to use, dear brethren. I think God is as pleased to appear to me, or to any of us, as he is ready for it, as He was to appear to Moses. No one really can represent God except as in some sense he has had an appearing. God would impress us in this way; He takes occasion to do it; He awaits His opportunity, as it were, and never fails when the time arrives; and it did arrive in Moses history, as he was about eighty years of age; forty years of which were spent in adverse circumstances, but it says, he was content in them. God loved that. 

    God had placed Moses in those circumstances in Midian, and Scripture says, Moses consented to remain with the man (Exodus 2: 21 ), that is, with his father-in-law. He consented to remain with the man - a different kind of man from what he had been, but still God had put him with this man, and he consented to remain with him. He is not complaining of his circumstances; he is not complaining, as it were, of the material, the personnel, of his local meeting. Where God has placed him, he is content, and God observes it, and says, so to speak, You will be content in more difficult circumstances too  and he had to be. So God appears to him. We have to learn to be content in circumstances not quite to our liking. In all these conditions, dear brethren, God is making the man. He is working thus with every one of us as we let Him; for, indeed, it is a question of what we are made. The idea began with Adam: he was created, but being made is clearly a greater and more precious thought; it involves a personal relationship. 

    The line of Christ, as the Son of man, going back through Adam, is not through man viewed as created; that is not the thought. Adam is said to be of God, in Luke 3: 38; he was formed of God, and God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; that is to say, there is a link; it is generation, not creation. The generation is greater than the creation. You cannot connect Christ with the creation, but you can with the generation. So that it is a question of our being made and breathed into. Adam was created, but he was made: Jehovah Elohim formed Man (Genesis 2: 7). He is the handiwork of God not simply that he was created through the divine fiat, but formed by the hand of God. Think of the preciousness of that, and the link formed between Adam and Jehovah! Immediately, as some of us have often remarked, you get with Adam in that regard the divine name Jehovah Elohim  all that God is in covenant relation, as we may say. He had entered into personal relations with Adam. So with Moses. He calls him twice, Moses, Moses. Why did He say that, dear brethren? Because Moses was interested in what he saw. I hope everyone hearing what I say is interested. God loves that; when He sees interested persons, then He takes notice of them peculiarly. 

    So He says, Moses, Moses, and now He begins to introduce to him what he needed in his making. The man Moses is in mind  one of the most outstanding men. The brethren who have been together here today have been speaking about Joshua; how he said to the sun, Sun, stand still upon Gibeon; and thou, moon, in the valley of Ajalon! And the sun stood still, and the moon remained where it was ... . And there was no day like that before it or after it, that Jehovah hearkened to the voice of a man (Joshua 10: 12 - 14). It is a question of a man, dear brethren. The man Moses is a term that indicates distinction. We are told that there was no one like him in his day; the form of Jehovah doth he behold (Numbers 12: 8). Think what impressions he would receive! Who can tell what Moses saw!  What the form was! It all had in mind his own formation. 

    We find him, therefore, able to do things of himself. God did not tell him to build these twelve pillars. I want to point out, before going on to the next scripture, that these pillars are built consequent upon the avowed obedience of Israel, as if Moses were to say, Now that the people are ready to obey, we will have something: things will be done. I will not have to do everything myself. His father-in-law instructed him as to that. He had much to learn as to carrying it out; for our understanding often goes ahead of our feet, of our experience. He had to learn later that others could do the work too. The power was not increased, but the number of the workers was. He has in mind here that great things are now possible; for that is the point in Exodus - the possibility of great things, dependent upon obedience. 

    Without obedience God can do nothing with us  I mean, there can be no formation according to God without obedience. One must be pliable as the clay in the hands of the Potter. So Moses is now virtually saying, There are great things possible if we have an obedient Israel. If God has an obedient number of brethren in this town  the twelve pillars are applicable; rear them at once; something is going to be done! It is no question of material things, but of this great moral element of obedience  obedience to all the Lord said, with no reserves. Moses sees that something can be done now, and he rears up twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of Israel. How fitting this is in this chapter, for the next chapter calls for something to be done; typically one of the greatest possible things was to be done, that is, to build a house for the Lord. Make me a sanctuary, He says. God had made them obedient, as one might say  they at least professed to be that; now Moses says virtually, We are going to have the administrative idea  meaning that subject brethren will work together. Is the need not great, dear brethren, in every gathering represented here, of these twelve pillars? Of brethren in subjection working together? Working together, not simply sitting down together; there is that, too, but I am speaking now of Gods operations, and of our being fellow-workmen with Him, called into His operations and working together in them. That is what Moses had in mind. It is a question of obedience, and I am speaking now particularly for young people here; for disobedience lurks strongly with young people. I am not accusing them; I know what it is in young people. Old people always have that advantage; as in the psalm David says, I have been young, and now am old (Psalm 37: 25). A young person cannot say, I have been old: he has that disadvantage. So that one who has been young knows what youth means. 

    Now Moses, in this section, immediately calls upon the youths to do the work on hand. Did they do it? Apparently well. They were young men. You know, the hope of Israel, if I might use that phrase, is young men and young women. Where can we look otherwise? We can look to God, of course. God can make stones to do the work of men, even to praise Him, but He is not doing that now. He is using us, though, in one sense, all that hard-heartedness is found with us, but He turns us; He changes us; He makes us to be what He needs in His operations, so that there can be this great thought of holding together; working together, without rivalry, each taking the lead in paying honour to the other. That is the twelve pillars. Moses instinctively understands that if this great people is ready to obey, then he can set up twelve pillars; and he immediately calls on the young men for service; that is to say, the idea is put into operation. 

    Now I need not remind you how often this thought of twelve appears in Exodus, and really it is always a question of the saints  the shew bread, the twelve names on the breastplate of the high priest, and it is all founded on obedience. What pleasure could there be for God in having the loaves, the bread of the presence, save as the underlying principle of obedience is there? What place has anyone morally in the breastplate of Jesus, save as the principle of obedience is there? Inside that breastplate, in His heart, is the law of God. He magnified the law, He made it honourable. Can He make it honourable by putting disobedient persons on that breastplate? No, dear brethren, the underlying principle in Exodus is obedience; the number twelve loses its place without obedience. The number twelve has its distinctive place in Exodus. 

    I wish now to go on to Elijah. You will remember how these two men, Moses and Elijah, appear on the mountain with Jesus. What distinction they have! They are, along with David, the most outstanding men in the Old Testament, in the executive side of Gods service as Paul and John are in the New Testament; so I selected those four men  Moses, Elijah, Paul and John. Bring them together in your mind. Think of them in heaven! Gods best from among men, as I might say. So Elijah follows up the service of Moses. Moses was used of God to assert His rights in obedience: Elijah is used of God to call Gods people back to obedience. It is the same service. Paul says, our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night  what a thought he had! How could we have such a thought as Pauls, without Moses and Elijah? How could we have twelve tribes serving God incessantly day and night without those two ministries? 

    So Elijah comes in as a praying man; for, oh! what difficulties there are if young people, or the people of God generally, are disobedient! Precepts will not suffice, authority will not suffice; there must be prayer. Elijah prayed. He had in mind something that would bring back what had been lost  Israel  practically lost to God through the influence of Ahab and Jezebel. In Ahabs reign the high-handed act of Hiel the Bethelite in the rebuilding of Jericho had been perpetrated. What a day of rebellion, of disobedience! And think of our own times! Was there ever a day like ours? What can be done? Well, Elijah is the man: he prayed with prayer (James 5: 17); and what that meant was, that there must be severe discipline; there must be severe deprivation, if the desired end is to be reached. This is a word for any disobedient person here, anyone who has rejected divine principles. The Lord says, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me (John 14: 21). If there be one or more in this audience who is in the class of those who are disobedient, professing to love the Lord Jesus, yet failing to keep His commandments, Elijah, if he were here, would pray. And what would he pray for? A drought. There are Elijahs in that sense  mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, husbands, wives, praying to God to bring about subjection. But let us remember, dear brethren, that if we pray for subjection, and discipline is necessary, we have to share in the discipline. If our prayers are to go through, we go through with them. We are not merely onlookers, we are not bystanders, who let God do the matter; no! Elijah has to go through with the discipline  and he does. 

    Now he comes to the point to be reached, and he calls Israel to come near. How God would speak to some soul tonight! Come near, he says: My first prayer about you was three years ago; now there is the sound of abundance of rain; the rain is coming  no doubt about that. If you read his words here you read the words of a man who understands and knows, and has confidence in what he believes. He believes God, as Paul says, I believe God that thus it shall be, as it has been said to me (Acts 27: 25). Elijah believed God; his words are firm, marked with certainty; they mark a man who knows, and believes God. He had an insight as to God, that perhaps few had before, or after him. His name would indicate that he had to do with Jah  as we might say, the Absolute  a man who could pray and wait for three years and go through the thing, is a man who knows God and is himself submissive to God. God says in effect to Elijah, I will go through with you and sustain you and maintain you on those lines. 

    And now the hour is come. He prayed again; he had prayed before, but he prayed again the second prayer, after he built this altar. The people are now in sight: obedience is coming. One often sees it in young people: they come to the meetings under protest sometimes. Presently they come without protest. Maybe they have been sitting at the very back of the room, but presently they begin to move forward: we see obedience coming. Elijah is a man who discerns what is coming: God is working; the drought is about to finish. He has met an Obadiah, a man who is in sympathy with him, the servant of the king. This man Obadiah thinks of the saints. What a comfort to Elijah must Obadiah have been! He hid a hundred men of Jehovahs prophets by fifty in a cave, he tells Elijah. He is really an assembly man, as one might say. God is giving Elijah inklings of what is coming. Presently, before there is a cloud in the sky, he says, there is a sound of abundance of rain. Still he prays a second time. What confidence he would have in praying for that of which already he had heard the sound! And so it is, dear brethren, as we pray for subjection or recovery in our young, or in others. God would give us inklings that something is happening. 

    Now, he says, that something is happening, and he builds his altar with twelve stones, that is to say, the people were counted according to the twelve tribes  according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name. What encouragement in view of recovery, that the matter is now going on to what is spiritual! Recovery is of very little value in any one unless what is spiritual is in view, unless it comes about that in due course he surnames himself by the name of Israel (Isaiah 44: 5). That being so, there is something to be done. Great things are coming. We must have them dispensed. 

    The victory is by one man, for it is a question of Elijah; as we read in James, who speaks of him as showing what one man can do; but what one man can do issues in that which benefits thousands  millions indeed. But how is the benefit to reach them? It must be on this principle of administration according to God, not in those who make a trade of the word of God, not in hirelings, not in those instructed in priestcraft! This is a question of the sons of Jacob, whose name is Israel  twelve of them. You see how this great servant Elijah, in conjunction with his fellow-servant Moses, is imbued with this great thought, that the great results of exercise, and of discipline, and of close dealings with God, must be dispensed. The whole assembly must get the benefit of it; it is not for one person, or for one locality, but for the whole assembly. If it be for the whole assembly, then rear up twelve stones for the altar, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of God came. 

    Now I go on to Paul, but desirous of linking up these four great servants of God  Moses, Elijah, Paul, and John. Paul here is in the presence of Agrippa. He is moved peculiarly. Anyone who reads the account, given by the Spirit, of his experience in the great valley of sorrow, into which he had come as arrested at Jerusalem, anyone who follows the history, would say that here he is full of holy feeling. One of the most important things in a minister is, that he should be a feeling man, one capable of exclamations in dealing with the things of God. It is constant with Paul, but peculiarly so in the remarkable address which is recorded in this chapter. He is speaking to king Agrippa, and he is speaking about the promises, about the hope, as he says, And now I stand to be judged because of the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers, to which our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night hope to arrive. He is in the light of the promises, and what wealth is involved in the promises! In taking them up, we become energetic in the service of God. Having therefore these promises, beloved (2 Corinthians 7: 1), the apostle says; and That by two unchangeable things, in which it was impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement (Hebrews 6: 18). God loves us to take up His promises, and the apostle is led to say here, in dealing with this great matter of promise and of hope, of the promise ... to which our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night hope to arrive.  Our whole twelve tribes  he is enriched in having them. 

    May we not use the same words, because the number twelve as applying to the tribes is a question of a principle; that is to say, the saints serving together, and serving instantly; not in any tardy or perfunctory way, but serving incessantly day and night? You might say, Could they be found? Well, I do not think the apostle would say this were it otherwise. There was much more at the beginning of this dispensation than is recorded. Think of the five hundred brethren to whom the Lord appeared at one time! What a movement of heart there would be towards Him as He appeared to them! How could we fail to serve such a Saviour? How could we fail to be energetic on the side of such a glorious Head as He? Think of the impression made on their souls by this appearing! And the apostle says, of whom the most remain until now (1 Corinthians 15: 6). I suppose they were known as a class; it would be said, That is one of the five hundred. Possibly the apostle could pick out twelve of those. You say, Well, the ten tribes are lost  the Spirit of God does not speak thus, and He knows better than we. There is no such thing in Scripture as the lost ten tribes. No! that is human thought; faith does not speak thus. 

    Faith says, Our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night hope to arrive. 

    There are those who deal in prophecy and yet are linked with the world, if not in a bad sense, as we say, certainly they are in a religious sense. They are dealing with prophecy academically, as a subject for the mind; but the twelve tribes of Israel can only be apprehended by faith; they have promises and they have hope. If I believe God, I accept His promises; they will never fail. They are a strong consolation, and I am full of hope. James says, If you talk about your faith and your hope, I want to see your works; and the word he uses as to Abraham is, that Abraham was justified by works, and so was Rahab  a remarkable pair to be put together, both justified by works! Abraham was isolated in his day and so was Rahab, but she was justified by works, even as was Abraham; and so are our whole twelve tribes, as the apostle says. He does not say, the number of the sons of Jacob; he says, our whole twelve tribes. Let us look round, dear brethren, and see if we do not know some of them. They are justified by works, full of faith and hope, but serving God incessantly day and night, and to Gods promise they hope to arrive. They are like Anna, who, we are told, departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day, speaking of the Lord to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 

    Finally, just a word about John, the beloved apostle, now the beloved prophet. In a way, one wonders in which role he is most interesting. Is he more lovable as an apostle than as a prophet? Or perhaps I should add, as a brother? I believe he is more lovable as a brother than as in any other relation. Your brother, he says, and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus (Revelation 1: 9). What a brother he was! And who can be an apostle or a prophet in the true sense, unless he is a brother? No one. Think of five hundred brethren at once! One of the finest words in the divine vocabulary is the word brethren  not in the hackneyed sense in which it is used around us, but in the divine sense. 

    I am not saying John acted of himself here: he is telling something he saw. I think it is incumbent upon one to mention him now, because he brings in the number twelve more than any. This remarkable book, the Apocalypse, is replete with the idea, especially in relation to that of which we all form part. I hope there is no one here who does not form part of the assembly, which is about to be revealed as the heavenly city! We must understand this number twelve; it is everywhere in the heavenly city, both in regard to the measurements and to the persons; the most precious things are all governed by this number twelve, and what is it, dear brethren, but the excess of love? The beloved disciple understands it, and he puts into this record, which he gives us in the last book, the intensification of the idea. Who knew love better than John? He says, Hereby we have known love (1 John 3: 16). He knew it. Where did he learn it? Where only it can be learnt, dear brethren, in the bosom of Jesus; that is where love is; all divine love is there; and really there is no love otherwise. The meaning of the love was not known until Jesus made it manifest; and John has it in a first-hand way; he has it, and he learned it in the bosom of Jesus. There is the objective attestation of love, as he says, he has laid down his life for us. Every christian can say that, but not every christian can say, I know love as having learnt it in the bosom of Jesus. 

    John in Revelation enlarges on this great thought of twelve, or its multiple, whether here, in chapter 7, in the one hundred and forty-four thousand, or in the many references to it in the heavenly city. I only touch on that at the finish so that you may have the greatness of it in mind. How wonderful will be the dispensation to come! At least as far as the heavenly city has part in it. It is all a question of perfect love, not a shade of rivalry or personal feeling  all will be perfect love, and in so far as it is reached, there is what is final; for perfect love refers to what is final. What a wonderful time is ahead of us, in having part in that which is marked by perfect love in activity! Is it not incumbent upon us to look into this matter, and see whether the little we have received is being handled properly  enjoyed in our souls and then handed on to others? 

    The youngest believer is called to have part in this great matter, and to learn how to do things without partiality, without hypocrisy, without thought of personal distinction, but in perfect love faith working through love. 

    May God bless these thoughts to all of us. 
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    THE PROPHETS (4) (JT 54)

    1 Kings 18:30 - 46; 1 Kings 19:9 - 21

    JTThese passages from the book before us are suggestive in their accounts of the building of the altar and of the anointing which was committed to Elijah; and at the same time in the announcement by Jehovah that He had reserved to Himself a remnant of seven thousand. It is thought that these scriptures looked at in relation to the whole section will help us as to the ministry of Elijah, how it accords with the passage in Acts 3 that we considered in the first reading as to the restitution of all things. The Lord tells us in the passage read in Matthew 17 that Elijah indeed comes and restores all things. So that the restitution of all things is in mind in this section, the purpose of God relative to Israel and the earth; whereas the early part of the next book will help us as to Elijahs ministry in relation to Christianity, because there it is a question of his going into heaven. In this section we have the altar, an altar built of twelve stones, all Israel being in mind; and then the anointing and the idea of a remnant. God, in view of the restoration of Israel, will begin with a remnant. The whole is in mind, but it begins with the remnant. It may be added that these two sections, the end of 1 Kings and the beginning of 2 Kings, may be regarded as overlapping spiritually. Gods resumption of His relations with Israel has already begun in our minds, at least in the prophetic mind, by the Spirit. But while the resumption of relations with Israel is in mind it is actually the close of the assemblys history in the dispensation of the Spirit. So that we are to be intelligent, to consider these two thoughts as running in a certain sense collaterally. 

    First we should consider Gods thoughts as to His ancient people and how the ministry of Elijah affects them on the principle of the restoration of all things. God has that in mind even now, and I believe the Spirit of God is laying it on our hearts, too. It is imminent and we are to be conversant with it and sympathetic with it, at the same time going on in our own dispensation with the service of God. There has been difficulty perhaps in the minds of some in the way the truth has been reviewed in these meetings, but I think the matter became clarified in the last reading. There we were out in the open, as it were, considering a great prophet and a great ministry in its bearing on ourselves. We ought to keep that in mind now and also what has been said as to the section contemplating the restitution of all things, which is now imminent. Hence the prominence given to the altar, not the brazen altar, but one made of twelve stones having the whole of Israel in mind, not simply the priesthood but the whole of Israel; and then the effect on the remnant which also applies to Israel. Collaterally we may look at the same things in relation to the assembly, which is now at the close of this dispensation, whereas the remnant of Israel is in the beginning of the next. 

    JRHJacob is brought into view here in the twelve stones spoken of: according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob. What is the thought in that? 

    JTI suppose it is the identification of responsibility in Israel, that the Lord is to rule over the house of Jacob on the same line; the idea of twelve comes in with him, not with Abraham. 

    JWDDo you link on the last half-week of Daniel with this thought of Elijah? 

    JTI think we should because his ministry according to the prophets and the Lords own remarks would come in there. I should think the closing three and a half days in Revelation 11 show that there is a great ministry in that particular time in which the characteristics of Elijahs ministry appear. 

    RWSIt says he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. Does that allude in your mind to Christ being rejected by the Jews? Did that breakdown commence when Israel rejected Christ? 

    JTI think so. This is not a new movement, it is reparation, the idea of restoring all things; that is, the link is with the ancient dealings of God with Israel. Christianity is a wholly new thing. Israel is not a new thing, it is an old thing revived; so the repairing here would come in under Elijahs ministry. 

    JHECan we apply it to the assembly at Ephesus, thou hast left thy first love (Revelation 2:4)? Would this be coming back to lovable conditions? 

    JTThat is what is in mind, that things overlap in a certain sense. The work in Israel has not begun yet, it did, however, enter into the Christian dispensation according to Acts, and gradually disappeared. It is to be revived, but not formally taken up within the period of the Spirit; it will be taken up after the assembly is taken away. That is how the truth stands but we have it in our minds. We are like friends of God who are sympathetic with all He has in mind, like Abraham. The repairing of the altar is clearly the resumption of Gods work in Israel; it is in keeping with Ezra when they set up the altar on its base because of the enemies. We find it in Ezekiel, too, indeed it is prominent there, whereas it is not so prominent in the beginning of Acts, where it is more what stands in relation to the Spirit, the positive side. 

    QuesDoes this thought of overlapping perhaps explain the confusion in the minds of many as to whether there is a half week or a whole week to be fulfilled in the prophetic word? There is a good deal of difference of thought among prophetic scholars as to this. Would your remarks bear on that? 

    JTThey bear on it in the sense of the great place the prophetic ministry of the Old Testament acquired at the beginning of the revival that we have had to do with now for one hundred years or more. Prophetic ministry had a great place then and the prophetic map opened up to the brethren with light as to Gods mind about Israel and the earth. But there is really no suggestion beyond that, no suggestion of positive work or ministry in relation to Gods earthly people at the end of this dispensation, as there was at the beginning of it. I think it entered into the beginning to show how patient God was with Israel. The repair of the altar is an allusion to the actual resumption of Gods work with Israel because it alludes to the twelve tribes. 

    AEHIs your suggestion that the moral features that will come to light in the remnant are to be found now among us through a ministry like Elijahs and that these ideas run concurrently with us in a moral and spiritual way? 

    JTWell, it is a question of how you would connect the moral line of things. I think what was just alluded to implies in itself that the thing has begun, that is, the place that the purpose of God regarding the earth and involving Israel acquired at the beginning of the present revival. It has begun in the sympathies of our hearts and in our intelligences, but I do not think we should go beyond that because the Spirit of God will not leave the assembly. The Lord is not yet free; He is not on His own throne yet, but on His Fathers throne. He is occupied with the assembly, intimately occupied with it. I think the next reading will help us as to how Elijahs ministry comes into Christianity definitely. 

    JWDDo you see any link between the overcomer in Laodicea sitting on the Lords throne and what you have here? 

    JTWell, He is about to sit on His own throne. 

    JWDI was thinking that this sympathetic link means that we are already in a spiritual way moving with Him. 

    JTI think we are, we are with Him. Ye are my friends (John 15:14), He said. Jehovah said Abraham was His friend and I think we are such in that sense, but whether there is anything beyond that, whether the Spirit in any sense has been diverted from the present dispensation is the question. But it is important that we should see the order of Elijahs ministry in the Scriptures before his ascension. We have to wait for his ascension in the next book and what flows out of it to see his connection with Christianity. In the meantime we are free to consider how God is coming in in Elijah in relation to His ancient people and how the altar is to be repaired. 

    HBIn the first part of Romans 11 Paul speaks about the remnant, and in the end he says, all Israel shall be saved. 

    JTThat is what I was thinking. God is telling Elijah before He takes him up the second time that He has a remnant on the principle of sovereignty. I have left to myself, He says: that is how Gods work will begin in relation to the earth in the future and, of course, we also are part of the remnant, but a remnant of the assembly. We might be a little confused unless we keep to the point  Gods relations with Israel about to be resumed and the repairing of the altar. 

    G.McP Does the apostle have this in mind when he speaks of the whole twelve tribes? 

    JTThat is the present time: our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night (Acts 26:7). That enters into the present dispensation. We have to understand that spiritually, because the Israel of God is also alluded to spiritually at the present time. But we should keep our minds free and clear for the Israelitish part of the subject at the moment, that is, the earthly part, and Elijahs ministry in it. 

    JTJrWould the repairing of the altar go back as far as Noahs altar? 

    JTWell, the word, of course, might be linked with it, but I think the twelve tribes alluded to here are a clue to what is in mind. It is not simply the idea of an altar, but the idea of administration on the altar principle inclusive of all the tribes, so that it is really the house of Jacob that is in mind in the administrative side. 

    JTJrI was wondering if Noahs altar does not have the whole earth in view, and whether the repairing side might include the whole earth. 

    JTThat is an important line of things, but it is in relation to the rest of mankind, not to a selection out of it. The altar here relates to the selection out of the rest, that is, the house of Jacob, meaning that it is Gods choice; not humanity, but Gods choice out of it. 

    RWSWould what you are bringing before us about Israel bear upon our prayers, as of the assembly, in relation to what the Jews are going through now? 

    JTWell, you can see how our sympathies are aroused. I believe the brethren have felt it, and yet it is only anticipative of what is to come because there is no sign of any subjective work in them at all; and therefore God is not working at all except in a providential way. Here it is the altar of twelve stones relating to the twelve tribes of Israel, meaning that God is returning to them. 

    ABDoes that enter into Revelation 11 that you were referring to? There the temple was to be measured and the worshippers and the altar. 

    JTThat is important to bring in here because I believe we are somewhat defective as to measurement. 

    Measurement has a great place in relation to the altar in Exodus and in Ezekiel. God is said to be the God of measure. He is said to be the God of many things, but that He should be the God of measure is remarkable. It ought to be a check on us as to what is current, because it is to be according to the measure of faith. If we are serving the Lord in any way, it is to be according to measure; so that each brother has his measure and the brethren ought to know that. If it is a small measure, the brethren ought not to put on him as much as if he had a large measure. 

    JWDIt has been said that all service should be on the model of the greatest. 

    JTQuite so. It is a question of the general idea. That is the great objective thought, and then there is what is actually true in the sense of the work of God; and that is where the need of measure comes in, how much there is in any person. If a brother is invited to serve on Saturday and the Lords day, what is his measure? The brethren ought to have a measuring rule and he ought to have one, too. This is coming up now, and I think rightly, because we are not to be democratic or sentimental. The brethren are not all of the same value, not all have the same measure. God is the God of measure and we should not be without the means of measuring. 

    JWDI notice you usually pray at the beginning of a fellowship meeting and everyone else who seeks to serve does the same thing. Is that right, or does measure enter into that? 

    JTThere is no question of measuring as to a brothers prayer. 

    JWDIs it right to copy any characteristic a brother may have in service? 

    JTI do not think so. There ought to be much mutual feeling in regard to prayer because prayer is clearly not a gift. We are speaking of measure now in regard to ministry. 

    JWDI think it has been thought that the idea of measure is recognised, but that we ought to follow the form of the greatest expression of ministry. When you come to   you break the bread and give a word of ministry, and now that is considered the normal form of service that every Levite, no matter what his measure, should take on. 

    JTThat is not right. If you will pardon me for referring to myself, anything I do is largely because I feel free to do it and feel the brethren are expecting it. I would be glad to leave it for another, but I sense what the brethren expect. The breaking of bread is not a matter of gift; it may be a matter of spiritual power, but there is no reason why any local brother or any brother present should not give thanks for the emblems in the Lords supper. 

    CDeBWhat is the thought of the apostle saying, We stretch not ourselves beyond our measure (2 Corinthians 10:14)? 

    JTWell, he alludes in speaking to the Corinthians to a measure reaching unto them, meaning his presence in Corinth had had a great result. There was evidence of great spiritual ability in his work, but he did not take up another mans line of things. Our brother has in mind the brethren taking up another mans line of things and copying it. Paul did not do that. He had his own measure that God gave him and the Corinthians were the proof of his ability. 

    QuesWhere does this judgment of a brothers measure find expression? Is it a care meeting matter? 

    JTI think it ought to find expression in the intelligent, affectionate judgment of the brethren. Let us consult them, not their sentiments, because they may have preferences, but their calm, deliberate judgment before God of a brothers measure, his ministry. We should each have a judgment. God is the God of measure, and so we should be governed by measure. Measuring must allude to what the Holy Spirit is doing or has done. 

    QuesI am alluding to the way this would find expression. Would it be a matter for the care meeting, as to inviting a brother, for instance? 

    JTThat might be where it is expressed collectively, but the care meeting ought to be the outcome of a deliberate judgment by the saints of what God is doing. That brings up much, because many have no idea at all of judging anything, but just of attending the meetings. It ought to be a question of what God is doing. 

    AEHOn the other side in regard to the brother invited, if he has an invitation to which he feels he is not equal, or that his measure does not reach so far, would you counsel him not to accept the invitation? 

    JTWell, you cannot speak of it in a cut and dried way because God may come in and help a brother beyond his expectations; but that would be exceptional. To measure a brothers ability you would have to bring in time, what has been proved in him. 

    AEHAre we to look for some real, substantial, and concrete results in the service that will help to guide us in taking a brothers measure? 

    JTQuite so. That is what I was alluding to when Paul said he had a measure reaching unto the Corinthians; and then confirming that he says, Ye are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men (2 Corinthians 3:2). The letter that Paul had to commend him to the brethren was the work at Corinth. Anyone going to Corinth would say, It is Pauls work. So he says, See to yourselves, whether you are really converted at all, because if you are converted it is through me. 

    ABWould you say we have to be governed by the results as well? 

    JTThe results are there at Corinth. There was a great work at Corinth. Paul says, Ye are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men; which means that he spoke well of them wherever he went. 

    JTJrWould Pauls judgment of a brother enter into what we are saying? For instance, Take Mark, and bring him with thyself for he is serviceable to me (2 Timothy 4:11). That is after Mark failed, but we cannot hold that in our minds against a brother. 

    JTNo, it is what he is now. Even Peter failed, and you might say, Look at that sermon at Jerusalem! It is only a few weeks since he denied the Lord. But Peter would say, I am not doing that now; and Paul would say the same thing as to Mark. Look at Peters work  three thousand persons affected! Who can question it? That is the way the divine measure comes out. 

    ALIn regard to the measure of a brother in serving over a weekend, should that not be a two-fold exercise? Sometimes we see a brother going somewhere to serve about whom we perhaps have an exercise locally. Another meeting may not be conversant with what the brother is locally. 

    JTWell, they should be, and a good deal enters into it  how he regards the brethren, how he speaks of them. Ye are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men. It was the place they had in the heart of Paul. If a brother speaks ill of the brethren his ministry is not much, because love for the brethren must go with the work of God. 

    RCWe often hear that a brother has been used in another locality and the brethren were encouraged, so we invite the brother. Is that a true judgment? 

    JTIt may be, because we have to go largely on testimony as to these matters. We have to believe what we hear if it is fairly well accredited. We can judge. We ought at least to have confidence in our brethren who tell us about a brother who serves; 

    but then there is the idea, too, of experience. If he has been among you, you have actual local evidence. 

    QuesWould you leave room for a brother to write and say he wishes to come? 

    JTIf he does, where are his credentials? Paul refers to credentials, Ye are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men. He can write anywhere; anyone being at Corinth could tell you about Pauls work. It is a most important matter because of the question of the work of God in a subjective sense, not what God has wrought in Christ, but what He is doing among the brethren. 

    RemEvidently there is a great lack of judgment among the brethren generally as to distinction of measure. 

    JTThat is what I was remarking, that brethren do not stop to think whether they should measure at all, whether they should or should not invite. Most think of just having a good time. 

    JRHHow far would you say the matter of being conversant with local need should enter into the selection and invitation of a brother? 

    JTIt certainly should enter into it, as to whether the brother is capable of meeting local needs. Experience shows whether he is. But we have launched on a subject that was not intended and perhaps we can now leave it. The point here is the altar, not the measure of it, but the number of stones. In Exodus and Ezekiel the altar is measured, but in Ezra it is not a question of measure, it is just the altar and the place it occupied. It is on its base. Here it is the number of stones that Elijah used, meaning that he is now thinking of administration; not only of the service of God in the sense of offering, but administration in the number twelve. And so a most important line of truth comes up. Elijah said to all the people, Draw near to me. God has wrought in a most significant way in Elijah. He is directed to show himself to Ahab; his person is to be shown. Ahab is to meet him and see him and the result is that Elijah acquires great dominance over the king so that the king becomes subservient to him. At his demand the false prophets are brought together, and the people, and Elijah says, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. That is remarkable, that a brother is so attractive, that he has such power, that the people all come to him and he can affect them. Here is one man in the presence of the king of Israel and of those eight hundred and fifty prophets and of all the influence of Jezebel, and he says, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name; and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah, and made a trench round about the altar, of the capacity of two measures of seed; and he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the wood. And he said, Fill four pitchers with water, and pour it on the burnt-offering, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. And it came to pass at the time of the offering up of the oblation, that Elijah the prophet drew near, and said, Jehovah, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things by thy word. Answer me, Jehovah, answer me, that this people may know that thou Jehovah art God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. And the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And all the people saw it, and they fell on their faces and said, Jehovah, he is God! Jehovah, he is God! I think the Spirit of God would lay the significance of this scene upon our hearts, how the restoration of all things will come about. What a ministry will be effective there! The ministry which is accredited to Elijah according to Malachi. 

    JBRemember your leaders who have spoken to you the word of God; and considering the issue of their conversation, imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come (Hebrews 13:7,8).. Would this passage suggest what you have said as to the power of attraction in Elijah? Then later you have the altar and the sacrifice which is pleasing to God. 

    JTWell, there is a connection there, clearly. However, what is to be noted here is the feeling that enters into this matter in one man, what God can do by one man. And so we understand how the times of the restoration of all things will come about; the Lord Himself will do it. God has appointed a day to do things by this Man whom He has ordained. Elijah has his own line of things. The twelve stones, and Elijahs appeal to Jehovah as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel and the place that Jehovah has with him  that he has with Jehovah, too  how all that is intended to affect us at this time! It is what God can do, and what He will do in a coming day and at any time, by one man. 

    AEHThere is some kind of stir in the camp of Israel now, we might say, some rabbis making public statements as to Jesus being the Messiah. Do you connect that with the beginning of the work of God, or is it merely a matter of providential circumstances forcing them to their knees? 

    JTYou are alluding to providential matters. I do not think this is a type of that, really. We may see something in them of what God may do providentially, but what is in mind here is the direct intervention of God in taking up the earthly side of the testimony. If we use it in regard to ourselves, it is to show what God can do through one man now. 

    AEHWe are not to look for anything like this until the assembly is gone. Our link with Israel is in a sympathetic way and to get the moral bearing of the truth on ourselves. 

    JTQuite so. 

    ABThe dearth is still prevailing here. Elijah had to acknowledge that there was water with the widow and now he is here making a discovery of water during a great dearth in relation to his ministry. We might have been on the line that this use of water was a great waste, complaining as they did in John 12, but there is a plentiful supply. 

    JTThere is no inquiry here as to where the water is coming from. The torrent had dried up because there was no rain, but there is plenty of water here, as Elijah needs it. I think it is to remind us of the resources of God. That is what Elijah represents here, a man acting according to faith and God with him. 

    RWSYou alluded to the feelings and power of Elijah in this section. Will the restoration of all things be in this same feeling and powerful way? 

    JTThat is just what is meant. The spirit and power of Elijah was to mark John the baptist, and the Lord says, If ye will receive it, this is Elias, who is to come (Matthew 11:14). There is an if there, but in Malachi it is stated that Elijah is to be sent. 

    JH-tWould the feeling expressed in Psalm 115 link on with this? The psalmist speaks of idols having hands, ears, and feet, but there is no movement or activity. But Jehovah feels for Israel; he says, he is their help and their shield (Psalm 115:9). 

    JTYes. The prophet is at his height here, and therefore it is a question of our getting instruction through this passage as to Gods resumption of His operations with His ancient people in the future and the power by which all this will come about. Therefore we have to look for persons such as the two witnesses in Revelation 11 and even John the baptist. It is what will be on earth, because it is not a heavenly matter here. We shall see Elijah from the heavenly point of view this afternoon, but this is not the heavenly side; it is the great prophet coming in, Elijah the Tishbite from Gilead, and exhibiting such power that he dominates the king and all the people, and whatever he says is done. The power of God is there and it is there on the principle of restoration. 

    JRHIs it to express the true thought of the name Israel, power with God and men? 

    JTIt is the restoration of all things that is suggested. It is the true restoration of Israel, nothing left out. The result is a wonderful success. Only God could give such success; and the millennium and what precedes it will be a divine success and overwhelming. We are to be ready for these things, we shall have part from the heavenly side. We shall not be onlookers; in fact, we shall have part in the rule of cities. 

    CNThe apostle says in Romans 9:27,28, But Esaias cries concerning Israel, Should the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, the remnant shall be saved: for he is bringing the matter to an end, and cutting it short in righteousness; because a cutting short of the matter will the Lord accomplish upon the earth. Would you help us as to how this matter is cut short? 

    JTThe principle of cutting short is not stressed here because the book continues on with the patience of God. Ahab, wicked though he is, God takes on, and gives him victories too, as a military man. So we have to allow for the patience of God in all these circumstances. God is always God. He began with patience toward Israel and it will come out in regard to Israel in the future, patience in regard to His intervention. But what we have to consider now is not what follows in the succeeding chapters and Elijahs power in that, but his power in this remarkable scene. What power there is in one man who comes out from a section that is in a way under reproach! He comes from Gilead beyond the Jordan; he is one of the inhabitants of that place, nothing more, called the Tishbite, and he says there shall be no rain except by my word. Then in chapter 18 he is to show himself to Ahab. The word of Jehovah came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself to Ahab, as if the prophets person should be in evidence. He is to show himself and in doing so he becomes dominant, so that the king gives way. The prophets and people are to be there and everything that is required by Elijah is supplied. All this is to remind us, as already said, what God can do with one man, and what He will do; what He has done in our own times, too, with one man. I am speaking of the servants that God raised up in the revival of a hundred years ago, and we are profiting from them now. 

    JTJrIt will be a great current matter publicly when this man in the spirit and power of Elias comes to light on the earth. Men of the world are known through their exploits, but this name will eclipse all others. 

    JTSo that the two witnesses in Revelation 11 illustrate what it will be. They are slain but they revive and the spirit of life comes into them and they go into heaven. 

    GMcPDo these conditions of Elijahs ministry just precede the millennium? 

    JTThat is what we are saying. It is the introduction of Gods resumption of His relations with His earthly people. 

    JWDWill the last great war be against God and His Christ? It will be a very great and well-known issue as our brother suggests. 

    JTThat is good. Present matters show that antichrist is not yet dominant. His spirit has asserted itself but he is not dominant. We are, of course, alluding to what is called the Atlantic Charter; it is not an anti-Christian charter, although it may work into that, but it is not that yet. The same thing is seen in these chapters: we have a wicked man and we have Jezebel who is an awful person; both are here and yet God is using Ahab and using him victoriously, too, for the sake of His people. Not only that but though Ahab becomes ultimately worse and worse and attempts to take away the inheritance of God and of His people (chapter 21:27), yet he humbles himself before Jehovah through the ministry of Elijah and God changes matters and mitigates his punishment. That is remarkable. There is a spirit abroad now that is of God and that is going on in spite of the wickedness; the prayers of the brethren support it, too. That is the way 1 Kings finishes. In the presence of Ahab and Jezebel we find the patience of God in regard to His people pending the next book when we find Elijah going up into heaven. That is, we are coming back to real Christianity as it was introduced by the incoming of the Spirit. 

    ABYou referred to power in Revelation 11:3. According to the note it is efficacy in relation to persons, apparently a matter of great influential power. I was thinking of how the chapter proceeds: Come up here, is the great final note, and they went up to the heaven in the cloud, and their enemies beheld them. And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and the tenth of the city fell, and seven thousand names of men were slain in the earthquake. And the remnant were filled with fear, and gave glory to the God of the heaven. It was a great victory. 

    JTQuite so; that is Elijah. The ministry of Elijah is in them and then they go up into heaven. We shall see that later. But what you say as to power should be noted, what one man can do. In this chapter Elijah is not yet taken up to heaven; he fails, alas, but before that we have the altar. That is, the official thing is set up, the mind of God is represented in the altar. That must be kept in mind and then the slaying of the false prophets, because what comes out in this section is the overthrow of idolatry in Israel. But Jezebel is not overthrown, that is a solemn thing. Jezebel is still at our doors in Christendom. The Lord says to Thyatira, I have against thee that thou permittest the woman Jezebel. That is what Ahab is doing. He has a certain influence but he is not restraining her, and what we see here is that these things exist. Jezebel exists and Ahab exists, but the work of God goes on. So that Elijah goes to Carmel after telling Ahab that plenty of rain is coming. There is no reproof now, he goes to Carmel and we are told how the rain comes; it comes gradually but it comes through prayer. Again he prayed James 5:18 says. That is a beautiful word  the extension of the praying time. Let us keep on with it. God has given it a great place at the beginning and end of the week, a praying time. That is what comes out the second time he prayed  the heavens gave rain. 

    TWHe prayed in spite of the fact that God had said in the first verse, I will send rain. 

    JTQuite so. 

    AEHThere are certain public occurrences that seem to give increasing prominence to Jezebel. Would not the prayer of Elijah fortify us so that we should not be caught in Elijahs run-away spirit, trying to get away from Jezebel; but instead bringing God in? The meaning of his own name, Whose God is Jehovah, should have fortified him, and the answer to his prayer should have further fortified him against giving way to these public things that give such prominence to Jezebel. 

    JTThat is important to consider, and what comes to mind is that the law made nothing perfect. The prominence given to the failures of Old Testament saints and servants is striking. Elijahs failure is a very painful one, not a gross sinful condition, but the want of faith. That is because of the fear of Jezebel; she is the only person he feared, and that only at a particular time. Ahab told her what Elijah had done and in detail how he had slain all the prophets with the sword and Jezebel sent a message saying, So do the gods to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time! And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. Now she is bolder and bolder, that is what marks this system. There is no restraint at all, she is more and more brazen. What is she doing today? We are in the presence of it; she is at our doorstep, so to speak; Ahab is here, too, in his weakness, but she is the instrument of the devil. She is held in abeyance just now, but her time is coming quickly. So it is a question now of how the brethren are to meet all this. If Elijah had continued in his praying he would not have fled. Evidently he gave up his faith in God, but we learn from this to keep on praying. Revelation 16:19 shows that it comes into Gods mind to deal with her, and He puts it into the minds of the ten horns and of the beast to hate her and to eat her flesh and burn her with fire; chapter 17:16,17. 

    FCDo you think we should feel free to pray to God that the power of Rome might be weakened and restrained at the moment? 

    JTI think so, not to be extreme, but to keep it in mind in prayer. See what is said: she comes into Gods mind, as already noted in chapter 16:19, as if to say He had left her out of His mind for a time; but she is coming back into His mind to be dealt with finally and for ever. 

    JRHI think you are acquainted with the fact that in Ontario we are greatly troubled with Jezebel features, I mean in such a thing as clerical domination in the matter of marriage. That is a Jezebel feature, I judge. Your remark as to continuance in prayer helps. 

    JTIt seems to be the point with Elijah. He prayed, and he prayed again. It is the continuance of prayer and the heavens come in after the second prayer and give rain. Now it is in the presence of this that Jezebels continuance is stressed; she is continuing and using her usual sagacity to do her will, and the word to Thyatira is, thou permittest the woman Jezebel. That is what the Lord Jesus said in relation to the assembly, and the professing church is suffering it and indeed making much of it. But it behoves us, the few of us who are in the light of these things, to keep on praying. Praying again would imply that the time for prayer is still open. So that what follows, as we have said, is that Ahab is used in a military sense successfully; but then he wants to lay hold of the inheritance of Naboth. Naboth is a typical person as representing those who have an inheritance, and Israel has an inheritance. The earth is disposed of by God in relation to Israel; in whatever the nations do she has her place. But then this thought enters into our own position, too  we have an inheritance. What comes out here is that Jezebel becomes more and more wicked in this matter; she suborns men to lie publicly so as to get Naboth destroyed. Will she have recourse to public lying again? The Middle Ages were marked by it. 

    JWDDo you think we may have to face much more serious issues than we do now in regard to our public position of conscience in military service? 

    JTWe may. It is significant that there is a certain sinister influence working in relation to the government of Canada and it is somewhat linked with the government of southern Ireland. It is very significant how that system influences those two spots, and it is to remind us that the praying time is still here and we are to keep on in it. It is a question of what God can do. God has brought out the truth of the Trinity, involving sonship, in a most remarkable way, and as understood works out in prayer. 

    RWSElijahs servant said as he looked at the heavens, There is nothing. And Elijah said, Go again seven times. 

    JTThat is the idea, it is the continuance of the exercise; as Paul says, For this reason I bow my knees to the Father (Ephesians 3:14). 

    JRHYou are setting this over against the idea of permitting? 

    JTShe is being suffered; the government of Canada is allowing the thing. 

    JRHThere is a danger of that among ourselves. 

    JTQuite so, there is a danger of tolerating that sort of thing. The High Church of England is of a piece with this, and God is going to have to say to the whole matter. But something else is current now and God is answering our prayers and is going to give deliverance for a little while. This book ends with the prolongation of grace in spite of Jezebel and Ahab. 

    QuesIn the summing up of this matter as to Jezebel and Ahab, while she urged him on Elijahs ministry is urging him in another way, a right way. Would this be a basis for us not to accept entirely that Jezebel is to control the governing powers, but that we might urge them somewhat in the spirit and power of Elijah to do right; to grant us liberty of conscience, for instance? 

    JTWell, if we can effect it by prayer. Something has been done in Canada, no doubt, by presenting the facts to the Government as to the young men, but whatever relief comes is through prayer. And relief has come, so that Ahab is influenced in a way by Elijah, and Jehovah says, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? That is very striking and God prolongs or extends His patience and mercy towards the king. I think we ought to be encouraged to keep on during the acceptable time. Elijah prayed again, James says. Putting our faces between our knees is serious exercise; For this reason I bow my knees, Paul says. 

    ADWould the apostle Peter in his first letter have this in mind? But the end of all things is drawn nigh: be sober, therefore, and be watchful unto prayers (1 Peter 4:7). Do we need sobriety as well as the continuance in prayer? 

    JTNo doubt. The point in Revelation 18 is that God has judged your judgment upon her. I understand that would mean the judgment of the brethren. God takes account of that and judges accordingly. 

    JWDIn addition to prayer would there not be some real public representation to the authorities at all times? If you are in a factory and the question of unionism comes up, you would stand against it, would you not? 

    JTThe question is whether we have wisdom enough in each case to do it. 

    JRHI believe you have touched a vital point in the matter of the judgment of the brethren. Have the brethren arrived at a judgment generally regarding it? 

    JTThe idea of judgment is very little thought of among us and less exercised. Samson became thirsty after a great victory, but the water that he needed was supplied by God and it is added immediately that he judged Israel for twenty years (Judges 15:18 - 20). We need the support of divine grace to judge, and not only to judge what is among us, but what is in Christendom generally. 
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    THE SERVICE OF ELIJAH (2) (JT 78)

    1 Kings 18: 1 - 46

    JTWe might say this is one of the greatest chapters recorded, furnishing us with the details of Elijahs exploits, and affording much for us. As we had this morning, Elijah was to be maintained; that is a word that we do well to notice, that the servants of God are maintained, and we have to regard them accordingly. They are servants of God. He calls, we might say, on this brother, Obadiah, a faithful man, who feared Jehovah greatly, as it says in verse 3. He is characterised by care for the Lords servants, and it says, And it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of Jehovah, that Obadiah took a hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and maintained them. I think we have often noticed this numeral fifty as a measure of a local meeting, fifty is enough to form a meeting and afford all that is necessary. Obadiah is a very good testimony to us, affording protection for the prophets of Jehovah. And another thing that is to be noticed especially is the presence of Jezebel here. Her name will come up presently and will link on with Revelation. We know how serious and solemn the declarations of a certain system are in deceiving people. We do well to take account of it especially because of the certain doctrine promulgated at a certain time, the Roman Catholic system propagating this terrible doctrine that the virgin Mary was caught up into heaven without dying. Mary the mother of the Lord  a terrible blasphemy. We do well to take account of the terrible times we are in. We have this terrible thing called trade unionism; that is another feature that the enemy is using strongly against the Lords people, and we have to be sympathetic with the Lords people who have to do with it. They need our prayers that the saints may be preserved in the midst of antagonism and apostasy. 

    SMcCYou referred to Jezebel and the apostasy, would you go over that? 

    JTI think it is a dual apostasy that exists. Trade unionism is one of the worst features, pointing to Russia, and then there is the Romish system. We might as well speak the truth. That is what we have to deal with just now. 

    RWSOne is political and the other religious. 

    JTVery good, I would say that fully. It is a most serious situation and the brethren should have it in their hearts at all times, especially at the prayer meetings. God answers prayers and the answers to our prayers should come on Tuesday morning if we watch for them. 

    HBThey both seek world domination; is that the end in view? 

    JTQuite so. Rome has sought for this for fourteen centuries. 

    SMcCYour reference to the dual apostasy is interesting. Is there not a dual thought in the Revelation, chapter 13 in relation to the first and second beasts? 

    JTI should be glad to hear you on that  the first and second beasts. The political beast shall hate the harlot and make her desolate and eat her flesh, a remarkable thing, the flesh of Rome. The evidence of that could be seen in the French Revolution. The French Revolution was characterised by that sort of thing. 

    SMcCThe second beast embodies a good deal of the first, does he not? 

    JTIt is a subordinate idea and we have to understand what that subordinate feature means. Satan himself has to do with all of that. You know he is the agent of the whole matter. 

    SMcCI thought it was interesting that we should have the development of Romanism in its subtle power, and over against that the development of the assembly. You have the development of principles of evil over against the revelation of God. Is there not something for us in that? 

    JTIt brings up the whole question of the four monarchies. The last one is Rome, the Roman empire, that is to come up yet; it was, and is not and shall be present. 

    RHDo you consider these recent doctrines, promulgated by Rome in relation to the fictitious ascension of Mary, an attack on the truth of the rapture, when the assembly will go up? 

    JTThere is something that we have spiritually that they have satanically. 

    RHThere would be a link in Elijahs being taken up. 

    JTElijah is a counterpart of all that, and enters into the book of Revelation. We were speaking about Elijah the prophet mentioned so frequently in the Scripture; in the last chapter of Malachi he is mentioned. Behold, I send unto you Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and terrible day of Jehovah. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers. This is before the revival and recovery on the earth, because the earth belongs to the Lord, and there must be something for God coming out of the earth. The earth is the Lords and the fulness thereof. The fulness is the fulness of the gentiles that will come and is about to come in. 

    RWSI do not quite follow what you said as to the scripture you referred to in Malachi. You said the earth is the Lords. 

    JTElijah is to prepare the way and restore all things. How it is to come about remains to be seen. 

    JABDoes that refer to John the baptist? 

    JTThat is what we were saying this morning. John the baptist covers several things and Elijah covers several things. The Lord says, This is Elias who is to come. John the baptist represented that, that is to come, yet to come. 

    SMcCAs regards this word in verse 2 of chapter 18, Elijah went to show himself to Ahab, would that not help in regard to the present issue of appearing in relation to the truth? A great many have difficulty about this matter of approaching the government. 

    JTElijah will show himself to Ahab. It is remarkable, it would mean Ahab is more or less recognised in the empire. Presently we see how God has dealt with Ahab. 

    RWSI am not clear about Elijah personally. 

    JTIt is how God will bring things out mystically, that is the idea. It says many of the saints arose and appeared to many when the Lord Jesus died. What has become of them? What has become of Elijah and Enoch? We have to search out to see if we understand these things from the actual scriptures. I think the answer is the mystical power in the operations of God  things in mystery. God is not obliged to tell us everything. There is a great deal He tells us, but He is not obliged to tell us everything. He holds things in mystery. No one has seen God at any time. We have to accept that. On the other hand we find in the Old Testament and in the New Testament that God is to be seen in some sense, and we have to understand how He is to be seen. Am I speaking what is intelligible to you? 

    RWSIt is a challenge to us as to our spirituality, as to whether we understand. 

    JTJust so. What do you think, Mr. McC. ? 

    SMcCI think what you are saying is very important as to inquiring into all these matters as to Elijah  where he is and how God operates. 

    JTThen the inquiry as to the beast that was, and is not, and is about to come. How is that to appear? That is the last monarchy beginning with Babylon, and it exists today. The laws of Rome, we might say, have come to this country even; they are used because God allows it. We have to follow all these things and be intelligent about them. 

    SMcCDo you not feel how we need the help of the Spirit in these matters? The world does not understand these things. 

    JTTake any of our readings ordinarily  we know more than the politicians. They do not know nearly as much as we do, and these matters have to be understood by us. He says he was, and is not, and shall be present. There are seven heads to the monarchy and that is to come up yet, a most solemn thing to speak of; are we prepared for it? It is for the brethren to answer, whoever has liberty to answer for the benefit of all of us. 

    WMcKDo the two witnesses in Revelation 11 connect with what you remarked as to Elijah appearing mystically at the time of restoring all things? 

    JTThat is another phase we must pay attention to  the two witnesses. They were taken up to heaven. Do we understand that? They had power to withhold rain; God had given them that power. 

     S. Is there something for us in Obadiahs recognition that the Spirit of God might catch away Elijah? It was a matter of the operations of the Spirit, whether he is hidden or showed himself. This time God would have him show himself. There is the mystical side of the testimony, is there not? 

    JTHe says to Elijah, The Spirit of Jehovah shall carry thee whither I know not. That is the truth, it could happen at any moment and in a mysterious way. Elijah enters into all of that. He is a mystical man. 

     S. I was thinking of the importance of recognising all that, and this was the time that God would have him to show himself. 

    JTThese things you are speaking of are mystical in themselves. The enemy has power but Gods power is greater. He that is in you is greater than he that is in them. We do not deny that the enemy has power. He can do things. We see that in Egypt; they did the things Moses and Aaron did, except for the gnats. Solemn thing, but it actually happened. 

    RWSWhy are you viewing Obadiah in such a favourable light? 

    JTIt is plainly stated. It says in verse 3, Now Obadiah feared Jehovah greatly. That is a statement of the Spirit of God. It further states that he took a hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and maintained them. That is recorded of him. It is clear he is a remarkably good man, and you thank God there was such a man and are such men now in our relations with the world. 

    CCTHe not only hid them, but was able to maintain them. Is that what we find in our localities in regard to the man of God, as we had this morning in regard to maintenance? 

    JTThe idea of being hidden is in Colossians. Your life is hid with the Christ in God. A remarkable thing. 

    JLFWould you say Obadiah was also prepared to give scope to the truth in a remarkable way? He says the Spirit of God will catch you up. 

    JTThat is what the Spirit of God would do, showing the power He had. 

    JLFI thought that added to the thought of what was mystical. 

    JTIt is miraculous really, a better word in that sense; and then he brings up later on in the chapter the idea of the cloud and the pour of rain. God in a miraculous way causes it to come to pass. He is a man of like passions with ourselves and he prayed again and the rain came, a very great volume of water, too. 

    SMcCWould it be right to say (this morning you were stressing the testimony line) that in this chapter we have the testimony to power? 

    JTThe testimony to power, quite true. 

    SMcCIt is needed in our minds and souls, the idea of power over against what obtains, the power of God to effect things. 

    JTGod is greater than all around us. That is what came out in the history of Elijah, the great power that came out in this chapter, eight hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the Asherah destroyed. That comes in at the end of the chapter. It is the great point in the chapter. The great thing that God gave to His people is the destruction of the prophets of Baal. They were actually able to do it, the people themselves. God did not do it miraculously, but the people themselves do it, I do not know if you follow. 

    SMcCI do, and one has often thought of your word at Glasgow that we should arise in the morning with the sense that Gods glory is all around us. We need that, do we not? 

    JTGreater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. The Spirit of God is greater than he that is in the world  the wickedness of the world, the Spirit of God is greater than that. That is very comforting in view of what has been brought out of late in regard to the Spirit of God, the great place He is acquiring among the saints of God. Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. 

    EJMI was wondering if Obadiah would represent one who had a secret with God throughout, representing a system of reality. He is working with Elijah and the whole people is affected. 

    JTWe come on to that in this meeting, the power that there is with God is wonderful, and we can prove it; it is for us to learn to realise how great it is. Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. 

    EJMThen are you offering us encouragement that in the day of small things, we stand for what we know to be of God? There were only two men at one time, but the result is the victory of God publicly and the establishment of it in the power of God. 

    JTYou take up Matthew to deal with all of this. The Lord says, If two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens. It is a question of two of the assembly  what power they have! 

    EJMI think that is wonderful. It is not only an encouragement to one personally, but it is an encouragement to what may appear to be a weak testimony in the local assembly. 

    JTTwo or three, we have it, gathered unto my name, there am I in the midst of them. It is a remarkable thing. 

    EJMIf there are two or three standing in a local setting, the situation will be saved. 

    JTThat is our charter that we have, so to speak. 

    AHDoes the real sense of that power in our souls put us among the ruling class? 

    JTThe ruling class as in Genesis 1  the sun and the moon and the stars. The sun rules the day and the moon the night and the stars. We are the stars. 

    AHThat enlarges what I had in mind, it puts us among the luminaries. I am glad to hear what you say in the matter of two or three. We are so apt to think because the position numerically is small that weakness must attach to it. 

    JTThere is the numeral five, a man has five fingers and five toes. The superman has six fingers and six toes, that is the antichrist. Instead of five he has six, that is the antichrist coming in. Even now, John says, there are many antichrists. 

    ADSOur brother spoke of the luminaries. It says Among whom ye shine as lights in the world. 

    JTAmong whom ye appear as lights in the world. When we see Him we shall be like Him. There is nothing to overcome there. We must proceed further in the wonderful matter of the prophets of Baal being destroyed. It says in verse 19, Elijah said, Gather to me all Israel. Then in verse 30, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah. It is to be noted that there is a lot to be repaired now, a great deal among the brethren. Note Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob. And another thing, Paul says, Our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night. Where are they that belong to our dispensation? 

    AHWould you be impressed with the matter of twelve as referring to the whole? 

    JTIt comes out later in the passage. It is not a remnant in our times; it is the whole twelve tribes. There is just one assembly and the whole of it is in mind, and that comes in in the Lords supper. It involves the assembly, that is to say the whole idea of the one loaf. We are one loaf, the body of Christ. And the cup of the Lord is a cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ?. 

    EJMIt says that Elijah took twelve stones, and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah. Why did he build an altar of stones instead of an altar of earth? 

    JTI think it is the durability of the stones. Perhaps you would enlarge on the idea of one body in 1 Corinthians 10, The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ?. That makes it so dignified as entering into the reality of the Lords supper and the truth of christianity. 

    RWSThe expression in our hymn, That we, the church, to glory brought, should with the Son be blessed (92:1). Are we the church? 

    JTThat is the liberty that we have, that we can speak of the whole church; that is the idea. 

    AHWould you say the position in which we stand through grace is the church position? 

    JTThat is the ground we take. There is one body (one assembly), one Spirit, even as one Lord, one baptism, one God and Father. Do you follow that? 

    AHI think that helps. 

    JMcKThe matter of twelve in administration is the thought of the whole; it is one idea. 

    JTFurther to the idea of twelve, the word twelve is used in Revelation 21. Please read that. 

    JMcKAnd there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lambs wife. And he carried me away in the Spirit, and set me on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her shining was like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; having a great and high wall having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. On the east three gates; and on the north three gates and on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

    JTThat is the whole idea of the assembly in that sense. It is the twelve apostles of the Lamb. Paul is the greatest of the apostles, though not of the twelve, it would help us to get that into our souls. In the matter of administration we should have the full thought of God before us. It is a great principle with God. 

    JMcKSo that one was added to the eleven to take Judass place. 

    JTIn these latter days we have a broken number too, but the Spirit of God makes up that number. 

    EJMIn full power, according to Acts 2. At the first gospel address, Peter stood up with the eleven, the twelve complete. 

    RemSo when the matter of ministration came up, it says, And the twelve, having called the multitude of the disciples to them, Acts 6: 2. 

    JTJust so, showing how divine thoughts are for good, you can count on them. 

    SMcCIt is of note that verse 31 refers to the change made in Jacobs name, in that remarkable way, of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name. 

    JTReminding those in his hearing of the names. 

    SMcCThe change from Jacob to Israel, princely dignity! 

    JTI suppose Jacob has a peculiar place. 

    RHDo you have something in mind in verse 30? Elijah says, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. 

    JTHe would recover them; they were all with Baal. That is the idea that we come to, we want all the people, not only certain ones in fellowship, but we want all that belong to Him. The Lord knows those that are His. What a word! 

    RHI wondered if that would correspond to the idea of twelve abstractly; we expect to get all the people. 

    JTThat is a great word, and it is well to keep them all in mind, the whole of the saints are in our minds, every one of them known to Him. That is the ground of our gathering. 

    RHHe makes them do the things, does he not? 

    JTJust so, and they did it. They destroyed the prophets of Baal. Elijah said to them, Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape! And they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the torrent of Kishon, and slaughtered them there, and so forth. That is a wonderful victory, the sort of victory we count on. 

    CCTIs it the outcome of ministry that there is a seizing? 

    JTIf the brethren do not want to walk in the truth and rebel, we have to withdraw from them, and we do. 

    JMcKWhat does the torrent of Kishon represent? 

    JTWe had a torrent this morning. Torrents, I suppose, represent the power of water at a certain given time. 

    JMcKIn the power of the Spirit? 

    RHThe torrent of Kishon is spoken of in Judges 5, From heaven was the fight; the stars from their courses fought with Sisera. The torrent of Kishon swept them away, that ancient torrent, the torrent Kishon. My soul, thou hast trodden down strength!. 

    JTDeborah comes in there. The power of the torrent is present today. We could find these torrents in Palestine, we could see these things, but we have to wait for God to let us see them. We would dislike to be found sightseeing in Palestine, ashamed to be occupied with it. But we have them in the Spirit of God here to make them available to us in relation to the assembly. 

    SMcCIn connection with the testimony to life we have the stretching three times and now we have the pouring of the water on three times. 

    JTThe first, second and third time, showing the place the numerals have in the spiritual realm. 

    SMcCI wondered if there was not there a suggestion, not that you would put too much into it, that the thing is met by spiritual power. 

    JTThe people were employed for the destruction of these prophets, and they are used in this too. It is a remarkable thing, Elijah said to them, Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape!. The victory was complete. 

    CCTCould we connect in any way the thought of leadership with Elijah? He certainly was a leader, was he not? 

    JTHe certainly was, he stood before Jehovah and things were done according to his word. 

    CCTIn relation to what you were speaking about, the power of water, it says that the torrent was dried up. There is great power with water, but greater power with God. 

    JTGreat power comes out of heaven. The Lord refers to the water as a type of the Spirit  the water that I shall give him. 

    RWSThe prophet is very patient with Ahab, he is not slain with the prophets. Elijah says to Ahab There is a sound of an abundance of rain. Elijah was victorious and he is in an official position, Elijah said to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain. And Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he bowed down on the earth, and put his face between his knees. Paul said, I bow my knees. And he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh time that he said, Behold, there is a cloud, small as a mans hand, arising out of the sea. And he said, Go up, say to Ahab, Harness and go down, that the pour of rain stop thee not. It is a remarkable victory God gives His people, even using a man like Ahab for the moment as we shall see later. 

    EJMWhat is the significance of the sea? 

    JTI think it is generally the idea of what the sea means: there is power in the sea; the ships and the commerce of the world are being carried on it. 

    EJMI think in Revelation the sea is never favourably mentioned. 

    JTThat has been said in some recent ministry. The book of Revelation makes much of it in that sense. 

    RHWhat is the point of the personal exploit of Elijah in running before Ahab? 

    JTI think it is the power that is in him. He actually did it; he had the power to run, and it looks as if God qualified him for such an exploit, to bring out the power on behalf of His people, God honouring His servant. He loves to do it. 

    SMcCJames alludes to this in regard to prayer and what may be effected through prayer, bringing it down to our day. 

    CCTWhat place has the servant in verse 43 as a young man in the service of Elijah? Elijah went up to the top of Carmel and he bowed down on the earth, and put his face between his knees. And he said to his servant. There is a reference in the note to a young man. 

    JTHe said to his servant, Look toward the sea. He is ready to serve in any small way. The youths were sent to offer sacrifices instead of the priests. What a young man ought to do is be ready to do anything he is directed. He is not mature, and has no mature dignity about him. Let them do the things that have to be done. 

    AHWould this encourage the young to look for things? He does not seem to be impressed by what he sees. 

    JTThe young men should be willing to do anything. The time will come for greater service, but we have to wait for it. 

    CCTWould it be on the line of the old and the young working together? 

    JTWhat we are dealing with is the younger brethren. They should be willing to do anything. It says he was a servant. 

    LESWould the word in the prophet Hosea help: For great is the day of Jizreel? The prophet refers to the name of the child as being Jizreel. I was referring to the greatness of the operations of God resulting in triumph and victory in power. I was wondering if it is in evidence in this chapter. It says, And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint themselves one head, and shall go up out of the land: for great is the day of Jizreel. 

    JTThe prophet Hosea has a great place in the Scriptures, I am glad you brought it up. 
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    1 KINGS 19 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 27)

    1 Kings 19: 1 - 21

    The famine in Ahabs time would correspond with the idolatrous period in church history when the Scriptures and the gospel were withheld from the people. No doubt there was mans wickedness, but it was also Gods judgment on a state of things allowed which was extremely offensive to Him. The dealings of God with Israel no doubt prepared the people for what Elijah proposed at Carmel (chapter 18); so God has prepared the way in His governmental dealings for movements of the Spirit. There have been movements of God which all have had to take account of. There were movements before the Reformation and at the Reformation and since, and what people call revivals which have for a time affected many in a public way, and have caused certain glaring evils to be judged. This would answer to the killing of Baals prophets. 

    Then when evils are judged God gives rain; but this requires prayer. Elijah went up to the top of Carmel and bowed down and put his face between his knees. This is his praying again according to James. Seven times expresses a perfect period of exercises. Then a cloud small as a mans hand, indicating that attention is called to a Man and his hand. The Lords hand was with them, Acts 11: 21. The Lords hand is upon thee, Acts 13: 11. Abundance of rain. It is a time like that now. 

    In chapter 19 Elijah is tested as to his personal faith. A servant who is largely used has to find his own measure. It is a solemn thing to get away from the sense of Gods power and think of himself. If Elijah could so fail, what about ourselves? But he came to Beer-sheba  the well of the oath. He sits under a broom-bush and requests that he might die. James might truly say he was a man of like passions. But we see the faithfulness of God! An angel touched him. How often we find God moving at times we should least expect! Arise, eat. That is what we need when we get under the broom-bush. Feed on faithfulness, Psalm 37: 3. There was at his head a cake and a cruse of water. God has His people as one whole before Him, and is thinking of them in relation to Christ. We need that side of things very much as food. It is a cruse of water; not now oil but water because it is the Spirit as personal reviving and refreshing. It is the Spirit introduced, as it seems to me, in a limited way, but as available. What would the Spirit do for me? The cake had been subject to the action of fire mediately, not directly. It would seem to suggest that we shall only reach Gods thoughts as judgment is applied to ourselves. Not exactly as at the cross where it was the direct action of fire but as having had the heat of that applied to ourselves. The stones have been in the fire. Elijah was going through experience of his own nothingness, that he belonged to a hopeless race. 

    Then we see that it is the divine intent that he should take a journey which was only possible as divinely strengthened. These 40 days to Horeb are sent of God as a spiritual journey to bring him back to the presence of God, as He was made known to Moses. He pleads with God against Israel, Romans 11: 2. God answers him by a great and strong wind, then an earthquake, then a fire  all speaking of judgment; but God is not in any of them. God is in the soft, gentle voice. In Gods electing love He had reserved seven thousand. God had reserved seven thousand on the principle of the soft, gentle voice. 

    The distinctive commission is to anoint Elisha. Elijah thinks first of the prophetic word being continued. Elisha was ploughing with the twelve yokes before him and he with the twelfth. Here was a man who was taking full advantage of the rain. James says the earth caused its fruit to spring forth, but it would not have done so without ploughing. So that Elisha was in full accord with the present actings of God. 

    Elijah is not presented in this chapter as being there; he is a warning rather than an example. The twelve yokes would be a full answer in administrative activity to the pour of rain. He is the man for the crisis. Elijah cast his mantle on him. Elijahs mantle is an important subject in itself. It seems to speak of that in a servant which can be passed on  a testimony which has marked one but which can be passed on to another. It supposes a spirituality in the other so it is very exercising. The things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, 2 Timothy 2: 2. Timotheus is left to carry Pauls cloak. How could Timothy or anyone else do that save as in the spirit of sacrifice? It is here sacrifice to benefit the people. 

  

  
    THE ANOINTING (JT 15)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE ANOINTING (JT 15)

    1 Samuel 16: 11 - 13; 1 Chronicles 11: 1 - 3; 1 Kings 19: 15 - 21

    (Summary of Reading) 

    The subject of the anointing, is presented in a three-fold way in the Old Testament, namely, in connection with priest, king and prophet. We dwelt mostly on that side of it which is seen in the priest, so we might now consider the features of the anointing as seen in the king and prophet. 

    It was said of Judah that he prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler 2 Chronicles 5: 2, and I think we see the same principle in David, who was anointed in the midst of his brethren. Later, as we read in Chronicles, he was anointed in Hebron by the elders of Israel. All Israel gathered themselves to David unto Hebron, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. 1 Chronicles 11:1. They recognised the relationship, so that it can be said he was anointed there by his brethren. They say further: And moreover in time past, even when Saul was king, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel. 1 Chronicles 11:2. David was anointed of God by Samuel before his ability as king was known, but he was anointed by his brethren after they had discovered his ability as leader. God knew His beloved Son before He anointed Him. He could say to Him before He commenced His path of service In thee I have found my delight. Mark 1:11. The word found would show what had come out in His life here in seclusion under the eye of God. 

    We recognise how suitable it was that Christ should be anointed after we have proved His worth. Romans shows what He has effected for us. He prevails in our hearts so that we not only recognise Him as the Lord but as our Lord. In Romans 7:24,25 the believer cries out Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? The answer is: I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. In principle that is like 1 Chronicles 11. We see in the first five chapters of Romans how God has wrought through Christ to meet the need of our souls: That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord, Romans 5: 21. It is not now only a question of making Gods thoughts known, but of the power that is needed to work out our salvation. Gods power has been demonstrated in the resurrection of Christ, so that the gospel in Romans is the gospel of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord. In order that we may understand the lordship of Christ we must see that He has prevailed among His brethren. He has secured all things for God, but I am afraid the difficulty with us is that He has not fully prevailed in our hearts. David had prevailed in the hearts of those who became his mighty men and they anointed him king in their hearts. Romans 16 gives us the names of some in whose hearts God had prevailed. 

    Psalm 24 shows us how Christ has prevailed in heaven. He has gone into heaven not only because of who He is, but on the ground of His exploits. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah. Psalm 24: 7 - 10. How heaven recognises the exploits of Christ! The Lord mighty in battle. The question for us is then, Is He recognised in our hearts in this way? When David brought the head of the giant he had the evidence in his hand of his kingly power. He prevailed in the heart of Jonathan. The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul, 1 Samuel 18: 1. We read further, And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle 1 Samuel 18: 4. 

    We see thus how David captivated the heart of Jonathan; and we read further that women came out of all cities of Israel celebrating Davids exploits. They said: Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands 1 Samuel 18:7. 

    In Revelation 5: 5,6 the Lord Jesus is seen in the midst of the throne as a Lamb that had been slain. He was the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, who had prevailed to open the book, but He prevails over our hearts now through His suffering love. In Acts 19: 17 we read: The name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. The testimony prevailed through His name and dispelled the moral darkness at Ephesus. Thus with might the word of the Lord increased and prevailed Acts 19: 20. 

    All Israel recognised their relationship with David, and that he had already been their leader. They anointed him themselves, thereby proving they had accepted Gods choice. I wonder if the Lord has prevailed in our hearts in this way. It would show itself in a practical manner in the degree we have yielded ourselves to Him. If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved, Romans 10: 9. 

    It is a great moment in our souls history when we anoint Him, acknowledging Him as the One who has led us out and brought us in. In 1 Chronicles 11 David is recognised as king by his brethren, Moses also was acknowledged as such in the affections of the people. He was king in Jeshurun when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were gathered together. Deuteronomy 33:5. All this has reference to Christ. Jeshurun signifies upright, and Romans brings about uprightness in our hearts. Every upright person will afford Christ His place as Lord in their hearts. 

    In the anointing of the king there is dignity according to God. All true Christians say that Christ alone is worthy to rule. The woman in Simon the lepers house anointed Him as King. The wise men from the East came to the house where the young child was. They were governed by the light they had received from the star. They had no personal knowledge of Him, but recognised, nevertheless, that He was the King of the Jews. They worshipped the Child, and presented unto Him gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. They had been moved by light from heaven. 

    The woman in Simons house had proved His worth by what He had done, and she virtually said by her action that Gods choice was her choice. She would acknowledge no other king but Jesus; He was supreme in her heart. How full the Scriptures are of Christ! The position of every true-hearted Christian is that he has given himself to Christ as the only King. Alas! the Jews said they had no king but Caesar. 

    His full royal rights will be seen at His public appearing. And the armies in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords, Revelation 19: 14 - 16. Here we see Him coming out as supreme in a day to come. The truth of the anointing will then be demonstrated to the universe. 

    We come now to 1 Kings 19, where we have the anointing of a prophet. This has particular reference to a period, in which those in responsibility have failed. Elijah, wonderful servant as he was, is seen as having failed and God would emphasise at this juncture that He had abundance in reserve. God is in no sense reduced because of limitations on our side. He shows what resources He has at His disposal. He tells Elijah to anoint three persons (verse 15, 16). If Elijah was now about to give up his position God would carry on His service according to His original thought. Hence He instructs Elijah to anoint three. What I want to emphasise is that God pursues His testimony according to the original dignity and power of the anointing. We need to apprehend this in our day, for we live in a time of failure. In anointing these three God would show His servants His principle, that if one fails He will take up another. We have an example of this in Saul and David; Saul is set aside and David is taken up. 

    Elijah had had great opportunities of seeing Gods resources. In the house of the widow he and she and her son had been fed a full year, and the barrel of meal did not waste, neither did the cruse of oil fail. He had there daily proved Gods resources during a whole year of three hundred and sixty-five days. In partaking of food thus provided, every day there was a continuous evidence of Gods resources. Surely Elijah should never have concluded that all was hopeless. In Luke 4 Jesus refers to this incident, and God would remind us in it that the Holy Spirit is here. God would give us to prove the reality of the presence of the Spirit and He expects us to rely on the Spirit. If we do we shall not leave the land, like Elijah, and go to Horeb. What made his action more serious was that he left his servant at Beer-sheba. He went away from the place of testimony. Beersheba speaks of the faithfulness of God. He left his servant there and went a days journey into the wilderness. Beer-sheba belonged to Judah, the one who prevailed above his brethren. It should have belonged to Simeon (Joshua 19: 2), but it had passed into the possession of Judah. It was after Isaac had been offered up and received back again that the promises were confirmed to Abraham, and we read in the same chapter (Genesis 22) that he went and dwelt at Beer-sheba. That is to say, he lived in the light of the faithfulness of God. Elijah left his servant there, fleeing for his life. He did experience mercy in the wilderness, for God had His eye on His servant and fed him, but it is well to note there was no oil there. The oil is not available as one flees for ones life. Oil is for the anointing of priest, king and prophet. We are to stand for God in the dignity of the anointing. To flee for ones life is to despise the anointing; by acting thus we deny the truth as to the presence of the Spirit. 

    What comes to light at this juncture is that God carries on His thought, and Elijah is instructed to anoint three. Gods resources come to light in a day of breakdown and failure, for He is determined to carry on His own work in power. We see in Elijahs movements that he, instead of endeavouring to prolong his own forfeited service, goes and finds Elisha first. He is not said to have anointed the other two; he casts his mantle on Elisha, thereby relinquishing his own position and recognising Gods choice. Elijah had failed in not finding the seven thousand in Israel, all those who had not bowed to Baal, but Elisha was to be found amongst his brethren. The sons of the prophets sought enlargement, and he went with them to Jordan; 2 Kings 6. 

    Elisha makes much of oil. He told the widow of the prophet (2 Kings 4) how to use it and prove Gods resources. She was to pay her debt and live, she and her children, of the rest. His ministry brings in the truth of the Spirit, and enlarges on it. Instead of being in bondage, as many of Gods dear people are, we are enabled by the Spirit to discharge all our moral obligations. We read thereafter of a great woman who built a dwelling-place for the prophet. The thought is that Gods people become great by recognising the oil, for it is thereby that room is made for Christ. Elisha represents the ministry of the Spirit. He had observed how Elijah did things and he saw him go up into heaven. Thus he had the testimony of the ascension. He received a double portion of Elijahs spirit because he saw him go up, and his ministry stands in relation to the ascended one. He rent his own clothes in two pieces and took up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him. He smote the waters of Jordan and said: Where is the Lord God of Elijah? 2 Kings 2:14. Elisha had received his education by following Elijah. He was led by the older prophet and they went together to the different places where Israel had failed. He took his mantle, and although as yet too big for him, as we may say, he would in taking it up keep before him the way his master had carried out his service. 

    It is well for a young servant, in taking up the work, that he should recognise the way God has wrought by those who have gone before. Paul says to Timothy: Thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, long-suffering, charity, patience, persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me 2 Timothy 3: 10,11. He also speaks to him of his cloke; 2 Timothy 4:13. 

    We should take account of those whom God has used in His service. Elisha did not assume to be a rival of Elijah. We read that he poured water on the hands of Elijah, indicating that he identified himself with him. The exhortation in Hebrews 13:7,8 is to Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever. Onesiphorus had sought the apostle out very diligently and found him. How Paul valued a man in such sympathy with him, but let us consider the other side, how many Paul had sought and found! What must it have been to him to be forsaken by so many of the saints! Still, there were those who thought of him, and he delights in mentioning them in writing to Timothy. Our sympathy with the Lord in His testimony is shown by the measure in which we sympathise with those whom He takes up in His service. Elisha was an apt learner, and did not occupy himself with the failure of his brother Elijah, but cherished what was spiritual. These two were like Paul and Timothy. Elisha says, My father, my father, 2 Kings 2:12. There are not many fathers, and we should esteem such very highly in love for their works sake. Paul speaks of Onesimus as his son begotten in his bonds. 

    Elisha is a fine model for young servants, he wished to be great before God, and valued that which was spiritual, his desire being for a double portion of Elijahs spirit. He did not ask for greatness in connection with this world. 

    I would recommend all to read 1 Kings 19, 2 Kings 2: 1 - 14 and 1 Chronicles 11, comparing these scriptures with 2 Timothy. The apostle urges on Timothy that God has not given us a spirit of cowardice but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion, 2 Timothy 1:7 also that the entrusted deposit was to be kept by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us. 2 Timothy 1:14. Thus we see that in a day of general failure the testimony is to be carried on in the power of the anointing, as at the beginning. 
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    THE LORDS SUPPER AS FOOD (JT 28)

    1 Kings 19:5 - 8; Matthew 26:21 - 30

    JTI have been thinking today about the Lords supper as being representative of food, as it is also a memorial of the Lord. It occurred to me that perhaps it is less understood as food than it is as a memorial. Luke presents the memorial, having in mind that the Lord would be absent and that He should not be forgotten  that there should be a means of calling Him to mind and thus giving Him place as Head. He therefore makes much of order as such  the hour and placing; when the hour was come the Lord placed himself at table Luke 22:14 we read. This bears out the instructions of 1 Corinthians, where we have the same idea advanced and enlarged on in chapter 11, indicating how the supper is to be eaten, and our behaviour in it, lest we should attempt to partake of it in an unworthy or unsuitable manner. But Matthew, being the administrative gospel, has in view that it should be food, so that we should be sustained spiritually in the assembly; he therefore stresses the idea of eating, saying nothing about the memorial, but he records the going to the mount of Olives, as if the eating were to give spiritual strength for that. In the challenge as to the betrayal and also in introducing His supper, the disciples were eating; see verses 21 and 26. As they did eat and as they were eating 

    FWJIn Mark it says, Take, eat 

    JTThe word eat is questionable there. In verse 22 of Mark 14 He gave it to them and said, Take the word eat may be there, but it is doubtful. Possibly it was added by some editor to make it uniform with Matthew, but according to the New Translation it is just Take; and it does not say drink, but they all drank Mark 14:23 so it is quite evident that Matthew leads in stressing the idea of eating. I believe that the non-eating of the passover and occupation with other things throughout the week would weaken it, because it was as they were eating He introduced it. Unless we keep the feast of unleavened bread, which is a continuous thing, we are hardly equal to this particular food. 

    FWJThe passover and the Supper took place on the same occasion. 

    JTYes, they did, and the one ran into the other. I think the feast of unleavened bread as a continuous eating prepares for this special thing, and, apart from the keeping of this feast, there may be a certain remembrance of the Lord, but certainly no increase of spiritual power through eating. 

    FRSWhat would answer to the keeping of that feast through the week for us now? 

    JTIt is called unleavened [bread] of sincerity and truth 1 Corinthians 5:8 which involves what has come out in Christ in a general way. The passover and the feast of unleavened bread stood in relation to the people of God in the types as going out of Egypt, and as in the wilderness, and as entering the land; so in each position we need that food; each position requires it. 

    FWJThat does not connect itself with coming together, does it? 

    JTNo, it does not. In Corinthians it is introduced in chapter 5 in view of dealing with evil. 

    FRSIs it the constant application of the death of the passover lamb? 

    JTIt is the beginning of our spiritual history. The lamb was roast with fire, and was to be eaten with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed 1 Corinthians 5:7 is an objective thought. It refers to God dealing with the Lord directly as our representative. Later, at the consecration of the priests, you have the idea of boiling; there was the boiling of a certain offering (Leviticus 8:31), which is indirect action of fire. The fire is indirect in boiling; in roasting it is direct. The direct action of God against sin is in the passover, and the feast of unleavened bread corresponds with that in us; but in the Lords supper, it is not the Lord dealing with sin; death is there, but it is more in the sense of boiling; it is food of another kind  food that a priest needs. You have already eaten of the passover, but we need to apprehend Christ in love giving Himself for us; it is not so much His bearing the judgment of God as His giving Himself for us. Christ has died for us in love; that supports you in the partaking of the Supper, and it adds to your strength. 

    QuesWhy do we get the eating only with the passover, and eating and drinking with the Supper? 

    JTWell, I think that in the passover as the Lord partook of it there were both; only in the primary institution there was nothing said about drinking, but in the gospel of Luke there is the passover cup as well as the cup of the Lords supper, and it was of the passover cup that the Lord said He would not drink again till the kingdom of God should come. He partook of the passover cup. 

    QuesDoes that infer that His joy in connection with Israel is deferred? 

    JTYes. And when He does drink it again it will be in a new way It is only in connection with the passover cup you have the word wine mentioned; it is never mentioned in connection with the Lords supper. 

    RemWe mention it in our hymns sometimes. 

    QuesWhy did the Lord not partake of the cup in the Supper? 

    JTIt was for them. He did not die for Himself, nor did He pour out His blood for Himself, it is for us; but as coming in by the door into the fold He was on Jewish ground, and acted as a Jew should. 

    You can understand that, but He did not die for Himself. My blood, that of the [new] covenant, that shed for many for remission of sins could not have any application to Him. 

    QuesWhy many, and not all? 

    JTWell, I think that the word many was wider than Israel. Who gave himself a ransom for all 1 Timothy 2:6 but the covenant is not as wide as that, it is for Gods people, those who were in direct relation with Him. As the Mediator between God and men He gave Himself for all, but that does not mean that all come into the covenant. It has more the aspect of the blood of the covenant; the passover cup is not the testimony to the love of God. 

    QuesThe passover is not commemorative, is it? 

    JTAt the beginning it was a reminder as to how God took them out of Egypt, so it was to be held yearly. But as applied to us, it is not commemorative at all; it has a spiritual significance only, meaning that it is the state of soul we are to be in. That is the thought. 

    RemThat has to be maintained as a constant exercise. 

    JTYes. So that many fail in the appetite that is necessary for the Lords supper for the reason that the state of soul is not there; the feast of unleavened bread is not kept up. The Lords supper goes beyond milk, although the youngest believer may have part in it. 

    QuesIs not sincerity and truth put in contrast to malice and wickedness? 

    JTQuite. You can understand these being pressed on the Corinthians as those other evils were present there. 

    QuesIn Luke 22:20, it says, In like manner also the cup, after having supped; does that mean the passover supper? 

    JTYes. The word sup does not refer to drinking specially, it refers to taking the passover supper. It may sound paradoxical, but really we have to eat to eat. Even physically it is sometimes so; one is so very weak that it becomes necessary to build up an appetite with delicate food so as to be able to take strong food. 

    QuesSolid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil Hebrews 5:14. Would that be on the line of discernment? 

    JTYes. So you get in Isaiah 7, Therefore will the Lord himself give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and shall bring forth a son, and call his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and to choose the good certain food is necessary for that. 

    FWJIn taking the passover, it is exclusive. They ate the bitter herbs with it, but nothing else. 

    JTYes. 

    QuesIs the mount of Olives an end to be reached? 

    JTI think so. The fact that it is found in Matthew and Mark only teaches us, I think, that the eating enables us to reach it. 

    QuesWhat is the idea of the mount of Olives? 

    JTSpiritual elevation and strength are suggested in the mount; olives usually in Scripture are a type of the Spirit. 

    FWJDoes it go beyond resurrection and touch ascension? 

    JTI think it does. We are raised through faith of the working of God, who raised him from among the dead (Colossians 2:12), but then we are quickened together with him Colossians 2:13 so that we are in the power of that life. That life is ministered to, I think, in the Supper. We read of Elijah that in the strength of that meat he went forty days to the mount of God; 1 Kings 19:8. It is a question of the support there was, and God taking account of the fact that he needed that. There is the double action, too  he ate twice. 

    QuesWhat would that imply? 

    JTI think the first meal gave him strength to take the second. That at least is the kind of thing you get in a spiritual sense. 

    QuesDoes it create appetite? 

    JTYes, I think in the sense in which we are speaking of it that eating creates appetite. 

    FWJIn regard to food, does John 6 come in at all? 

    JTIt does indeed, only there it is a question of life, but it is on the same line. The sign in that chapter is the feeding of the five thousand, and the teaching is based on that. There it is, He has come down and given His life; it is the most perfect, in a way, of all the chapters. His flesh and His blood speak of a dead Christ as having come down. He came down to die, so that one may eat and live, for His flesh is truly food and His blood is truly drink. 

    QuesIs that what we do at the Supper? 

    JTJohn 6 is another line. If any one shall have eaten of this bread he shall live for ever John 6:51: then he that eats and drinks has eternal life. It is a question of eternal life there, but it runs parallel with the Lords supper. The Lords supper is This is my body: it does not say my flesh. 

    FRSWould you explain that a little? 

    JTHis body is that in which He carried out the will of God even unto death; it is the food that helps me to carry out the will of God, to be subject to His will. In John 6 the blood as separated from the flesh is the end of that order of man altogether  the total ending of that order. 

    QuesHas the loaf the assembly as the body in view as well as Christs own body? 

    JTI think so. It has in 1 Corinthians anyway; the idea of the body is that there should be a vessel here for the will of God, but the flesh and the blood in John 6 allude to the ending altogether of that man, so that life is terminated after that order. But the body of Christ as food is to prepare for a vessel here for Gods will, and the cup to prepare a vessel for Gods love  Gods will and Gods love. These are wonderful things! 

    YY-LThe Lord says in John 6, The bread withal which I shall give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world What is the idea of that? 

    JTThe universal bearing of it. He had nothing less than that in view; it was not simply for Israel, it was there for anyone: that was the bearing of it, but only the eater gets the good of it; eating brings you into it. John 6 stands in relation to the gospel, for eternal life is announced in the gospel; the chapter shows how you come into the proposal of the gospel, but the body is a question of a vessel. God had a vessel here in Christ, but in the Supper I am looking at Him as dead; He died to carry out the will of God. 

    YY-LWhen the Lord broke the bread and said, This is my body He was not referring to the loaf, but drawing attention to His own body. 

    JTQuite. The loaf is undoubtedly a figure of His own body. It is that in which the will of God was carried out to the utmost limit. In Matthew and Mark it is not for us; that is Luke, which is to show that He loved us in doing it; but Matthew and Mark is more that it is the vessel of Gods will. He is forsaken in both these gospels on the cross, but He is not forsaken in Luke or John. In the first two gospels it is a question of the will of God being carried out to the utmost limits; take eat; I feed on that; it develops a vessel for the will of God. 

    RemIn Corinthians you have a wider application than in the gospels. 

    JTYou have an application of it there to the doctrine of Paul; the gospels laid the basis for that, but in Corinthians it was intended to be available as a figure of the assembly as the body of Christ; it is remarkable therefore how the gospels prepare for the epistles. It is only as apprehending Christs body as here for the will of God that I can be in His body as composed of the saints. How can I be in the body of Christ if my will is active? I may claim to be in it, but I am not in it. 

    QuesDoes that not take you out of your individual position? 

    JTYes, I am merged in one body, but what underlies that is that I am subject to the will of God. God does not dwell in that which is lawless. I cannot be in that which expresses Christ if I am lawless. 

    RemAnd the Corinthian truth would be the inlet for us. 

    JTQuite. You really begin with the epistles, if you understand the gospels. 

    YY-LThe great moral reason God had in bringing about the body was that His will might be continued. God does not do anything without a moral reason. 

    JTThat is right; hence you cannot conceive of anyone who understands the truth of the body insisting on his own will in the assembly; it is utterly incompatible with the assembly, and this food is to enable me to be strong enough to disallow my will. 

    RemSo it says of Elijah he rose up and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights. 

    JTQuite; the question of food is most interesting and important, for how can we be sustained without it? Many, I am afraid, live on light, but we cannot really do it; there can be no growth without food. Much is made of food all through Scripture; 

    the first chapter of the Bible emphasises it  the vegetable  and then, when God puts greater responsibility on man, as with Noah, He introduces flesh, which indicates a principle, that God supports us according to our responsibility, and the greater responsibility of Matthew implies that they were to be nourished accordingly. Men were evidently vegetarians before Noah. 

    QuesWhy is the mount of Olives connected with the singing of the hymn? 

    JTI think it shows in this gospel that there is power to move on after we partake of the Supper. In this gospel and Mark we are told they went to the mount of Olives, but not in Luke or John, for I think these two gospels, particularly Matthew, bring in the idea of food as supporting us so that we are able to go beyond the mere light. Many partake of the supper as a mere matter of light, and go away without having received one atom of strength more than they had, whereas the idea is that we get strength. It is the strength of a meal for a given period. We eat daily, but Elijah ate only once in about six weeks  forty days  which suggests the idea of food carrying you through a period. In the assemblys history, I believe the Lords supper is intended to carry us through week by week. 

    QuesSo you would not leave out the Luke aspect of the Lords supper as a memorial? 

    JTThey go together; we need them together. The memorial is that I bring the Lord in, He is present, so that He becomes Head. But there is not a word of the memorial in Matthew, there it is that I might be equal to the greatness of the occasion if the Lord comes in. 

    QuesWhat do we eat in relation to the Supper? 

    JTIt is His body. We have to distinguish between His flesh in John 6 and His body. 

    QuesDoes it connect itself with Lo, I come a body hast thou prepared me? Hebrews 10 Is it all that was seen in the pathway of the Lord here  the meat-offering side? 

    JTYes, but it is now seen as separated from the blood, the life is out of it; and why? Because of the will of God and because of the love of God  the two things go together. 

    YY-LWe have often spoken of His love as nourishing us. 

    JTYes, but the thought of the will of God nourishes us. The greatest lesson that man has to learn is, Thy will be done as in heaven so upon the earth Matthew 6:10 How is it to be done on earth? As we see it in Christs body and appropriate it as available to us. It is complete identification with that. 

    FWJDoes the flesh stand for a condition, whereas the body is a vehicle? 

    JTYes, exactly; the one is a condition and the other a vessel. The condition (flesh and blood) is terminated for ever, but the vessel remains, and the idea of it is continued here in the saints. 

    QuesDoes Hebrews 10 help us, By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ? 

    JTYes, that is it; it is the will of God. 

    FRSI suppose the body is that in which the life could be laid down. 

    JTThat is the way it is put in John, but here I see a vessel in which the will of God is carried out, but I also see the love of God; so the two things come in, this is my body and this is my blood that of the [new] covenant In order to come into the love I must be in the will of God. The will of God is morally first, so that I might be in the love of God. All the difficulties among us are because of not appropriating the body. The unleavened bread is simply a question of being transparent and true in all our relations, but the body of Christ is a question of being true to Christ who went into death. 

    QuesWhy is the blood separated from the body? 

    JTBecause of me. The cup is the love of God coming into your heart. The two things go together  the will of God and the love of God. You have a constitution now that is vigorous and able to take advantage of what the memorial effects. The memorial brings Christ in now according to what He is, not according to what He was. How am I to know a Person who can come in through closed doors without opening them? I need a spiritual constitution for that  to join Him. 

    FWJSo that in the Supper you do not think much of the precious life of Christ on earth, but you have your communion with Him where He now is. 

    JTWell, you call Him to mind as He is; the eating involves what He was here in His death, for really it is as dead He is before us. Many of us do not touch that at all because of want of spiritual energy; we go away as we come. True enough, the Lord owns our coming as acting in light, but there is more than light needed to build up our constitution. There is not a word about His supper while He was here during the forty days till He goes up to heaven, for it is a question of His being in heaven away from this earth that is the setting of the Supper. But when He came into their midst, He said, Have you here anything to eat? He did not specify it, that is to say, He will have part in what you have; what have you here in this locality? As risen from the dead He partakes of what we have, but it is not His supper. 

    QuesDoes the eating bring glory to Him? 

    JTThe Supper is His provision; it is all from His side. 

    HHIn His supper would you say we remember Him where He was? 

    JTIt is a dead Christ you are occupied with; that is the WAY He is to be remembered. Who is to be remembered? The One who has gone, and is now absent. There is not a word about His supper while He was here during the forty days; if it was a matter only of recalling His death, it would have been as suitable then as afterwards, but it is not that  it is remembering Him who was dead. The symbols of His death form the memorial, but the memorial is of the One who is absent. 

    FWJSo that the Supper would hardly be in place while He was here on earth, but He instituted the Supper in view of His going away. 

    JTYes. The food at the beginning of the week carries you through, but the feast of unleavened bread is for the seven days. 

    FWJAnd the latter is kept in our houses. 

    JTYes, it is more individual. 

    YY-LDo you not think that if, from force of circumstances, the Supper is not taken by us, there is a kind of unexplainable feeling of loss? 

    JTIndeed I am sure that is so. 

    YY-LYou feel starved, though the Lord can make it up to you. But unless we see to it that there is an appetite and real relish for the Supper, we suffer. 

    JTSo you begin your week on the one hand with this food, bringing to your soul the thought of the will of God in One whose delight it was to do it even unto death; and, on the other hand, that in that coming He has brought the love of God to you and made it available for you. That brings in a vessel suitable for administrative action in the assembly. In the strength of that food Elijah went to Horeb, the mount of God, and in the strength of it I go to the mount of Olives with Him. It does not say He went; they went out to the mount of Olives It is a mutual movement, meaning I am fit for it; I am fit to take that way with Him. 

    FWJSo in that way when we drink of the cup the soul is more intimately linked with God in connection with His love than with the loaf? 

    JTYes, I think so. The Lord is more personally before you in the loaf, my body; but the cup is the new covenant, and the new covenant is Gods covenant, so that the Lord now, as it were, retires, and God is in evidence. 

    QuesHow are we affected during the week by the food we partake of on the first day? 

    JTYou are carried through in assembly character as the anointed vessel, the vessel of testimony. So all that comes out in 1 Corinthians in chapters 11 to 14 bears on how we are here in the assembly. It is an immense thought that I belong to that vessel. How am I to be equal to it save as partaking of that food? 

    FWJDoes that bring in chapter 10  the thought of the table? 

    JTThat is to deliver me from worldly associations. Chapter 10 is preparatory; it is a question of fellowship. I must be in accord with the Lords death and I must be consistent and true to the fellowship of His death, even although the eye of my brethren is not upon me. 

    QuesWould you say that the sphere of our service during the week is largely determined by our entrance into privilege? 

    JTYes, it gives colour to it; the mount of Olives gives colour to you  the heavenly touch. Then you are looking on to another first day, and thus your weeks go on. 
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    WHY DO YE LOOK ONE UPON ANOTHER? (JT 31)

    Genesis 42:1,2; Genesis 43:1 - 3; Genesis 44:1,2; 1 Kings 19:4 - 18

    In reading these passages I am thinking of responsibility in regard to food; having in view that the line in which the divine thoughts are to be continued should be sustained as anointed. The anointing implies that God has committed Himself to the person or persons anointed; but the idea of anointing is not food but dignity. Anointing is the evidence of the divine committal; it is the divine stamp on the persons who are used of God, but the sustenance of the persons requires food. And so I have begun with Genesis, Joseph representing the great provision that God has made in the way of food for the continuance of the line, or family, in which the divine thoughts are vested, and in which they are to be preserved and continued. For in this, as in all else, nothing is haphazard  everything is on the principle of selection; not natural selection, as certain opposers of the truth would say, but sovereign selection. And so God selected Abraham, and then Isaac and Jacob; He selected a family, as He says, I called Abraham alone, and blessed him (Isaiah 51:2). 

    Now Joseph comes in, a divine provision, sent before, as he tells his brethren, to preserve them a posterity on the earth. Pharaoh, undoubtedly under divine influence, changes his name. Pharaoh, from the very outset, regarded Joseph with respect. The chief butler, representing a wayward, weak-hearted christian or professed believer, neglected Joseph  neglected his request. And so, as he speaks to Pharaoh of Joseph, he speaks of him as a Hebrew bondman, with no thought of respect; whereas Pharaoh always treated Joseph with respect. Two years had elapsed, as you will remember, after Joseph made the request to the butler whom he had so befriended, that he should bear a remembrance of him when it should be well with him; instead of this the butler forgot him. Two years elapsed, we are told, as if God gave him abundant opportunity to recall his great benefactor, but apparently he never did. Many of those who are beneficiaries of Christ  of His death  can go on for years without answering to His request, without ever recalling Him to their hearts. 

    The butler was released from prison on Pharaohs birthday; even that should have brought Josephs request to his mind and kept it there. Many celebrate their birthdays but forget the death of Christ. He does not ask us to remember His birthday, but His death, or rather Himself by the symbol of His death. Many are like the butler who forgot Joseph. But when the crisis comes, he says, I do remember my faults this day, (Genesis 41:9). He did not say that he remembered Joseph. Spiritually, had he remembered Joseph, he would not need to have remembered his sins. I mean to say, if we keep on remembering Christ we need never call our sins to mind. Many are troubled about their sins because they do not make room for Christ in their hearts. I do remember my faults this day, he says, and then he goes over the ground and tells Pharaoh about Joseph, but only as a Hebrew slave in prison. Joseph was the most wonderful man he had met, he had never met a man like him, and yet he is unable to speak of him with becoming respect to the king. But the king said, Can we find such a one as this is? 

    Pharaoh under divine influence changed his name to Zaphnath-paaneah and gave him a wife; having in mind what Joseph would be (sustainer of life) before ever he collected any corn or built a storehouse. The mind of God is conveyed in Joseph, this great type of Christ. He was to treasure up food for the preservation of the life of the world, for that is the significance, I believe, of the name given him. That is to say, there is now an unlimited supply of food with Christ. It is all stored up under Joseph, and all the nations gather to him to get it; 

    Pharaoh had directed the Egyptians to go unto Joseph (chapter 41:55) as they cried to him for bread. 

    Now I come to the family or line in which the testimony is set  the family of Joseph. This family must be sustained. Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt; but what were Josephs brethren doing? They were looking on one another. Jacob says, Why do ye look one upon another? Is it not so with us in our several localities  that we look upon one another? There is Reuben looking at Judah, possibly with a jealous eye, for Judah was the royal tribe, although Reuben was the first-born. What will Reuben gain by looking at Judah? And so Dan, and Gad, and Naphtali, they look on one another. Judah had something to distinguish him; doubtless each one of the tribes had some distinguishing feature. Jacob later, in going over the tribes, remarks on their distinguishing features, and naturally each would be proud of his, and the others possibly jealous. It would therefore be a matter of levelling up, so that each should hold his ground. 

    They were looking at one another, and there was no food. If that state of things continued there would be death, the line I spoke of would become extinct, and the testimony would die. Jacob no doubt was concerned in this connection and sought unselfishly the welfare of his house. Now this is a most practical thing, beloved brethren, for without a constant supply of food coming in there will be death  the meetings will die spiritually  spiritual affection will run out. 

    The ten brethren go down and get food. I do not go into the details, but what they brought back was consumed; and Jacobs sons were not moving to secure more. Jacob raises the question again, for he is the responsible head. Go again, he says, buy us a little food. Judah says, in effect, that the difficulty was with his father; he would not allow Benjamin to go with his brethren. He says, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. That was the express direction of Joseph: the youngest brother must come (chapter 42:15). 

    In this food matter sometimes the older ones take on the whole responsibility. The Lord would say to such as they, who undertake to provide what may be necessary, Do not forget your youngest brother; you must have him with you. Is there not a word for us as to our younger brethren? One of the most encouraging features of the moment is this, that there are so many young brethren. Thank God for them! Not that we should boast in any way, for that is obnoxious; but if the Lord should come for His people tonight, it is not because He has not material to carry on. It never will be that; He has material to carry on, and for a good while ahead; I can see it myself. What does the influx of young persons signify if not the continuance of the testimony if the Lord so please? Thus in our undertakings in the Lords service, why not bring them along? If not, the elder ones may suffer; the first time they came back it was without Simeon; Joseph kept him. There was a brother missing. 

    This is surely a serious matter. It was a searching time. Who kept Simeon? A weeping Joseph! (chapter 42:24). He felt the circumstances more than they, but he kept him. He was thinking of them. You see, he would bring home to them what it was to have a brother bound before their eyes. They had done worse to him  far worse; now it is brought home to them. And so, if we are to have the full supply and the approval of the Lord we shall bring the youngest brother. You will understand that I recognise other features in this touching type; I am using it now to bring out the importance of the younger brethren in relation to the testimony. The older ones may be bound because we ignore the younger ones. It was when the youngest one came into view that Joseph released Simeon. The Lord is very concerned about these matters; He would have equalisation amongst us; He would have every bit of the ability He has provided made available, so that there should be an ample food supply for the saints. 

    Thus, as Benjamin goes down with his brethren, things look better, brighter; and so the word goes out: Fill the mens sacks with food, as much as they can carry. The younger brother question is now settled. I mean, they brought him. Simeon is free and all his brethren are in the presence of Joseph. Thus progress is made and plenty of food is available. The question now is, capacity. I am speaking of this food supply and how it is to be brought in locally and generally, for surely it is not the divine thought that local companies should be nourished by food brought from afar only. There is surely to be a local supply, and these are the principles to that end. So that the next question, as I said, is that of capacity (chapter 44). How much can I carry? If I am to be engaged in this food carrying  food supplying  the great point is to have capacity. It is for me to see to that; it is a question, so to speak, of the size of my sack; and our sacks ought to be carefully made, because money is to be put in the mouth. Every mans money was to be put in his sacks mouth, and so as he opened his sack, there was the money. This meant that he had not paid for its contents. Certainly if the money is in my sack there is evidence that I have not paid for it; but it cost somebody something. 

    In truth, all the food for His people is supplied by Christ. All is sent down from heaven. Being at the right hand of God He sends down all that is needed. Everything is sent down. Let no one who has got a sack pretend that he has provided the food; his money is returned to him, and as it is in the mouth of the sack it is the first thing that impresses those who see the sack opened. But then, the sack is to be full. The word went out from Joseph, Fill the mens sacks with food, 

    as much as they can carry. So that it is a question, as I said, of capacity  how much can I carry? It is not only what one consumes oneself  in ministry there is to be carrying capacity. How much can I carry? One does not need to say everything he knows in one address or one reading; there may be much more than is needed at any given time. But as the money comes out first, the servant expresses in some way or other that this is Christs affair, not his; that the food is all supplied by the Lord Jesus. It has cost the servant his journey, his exercise, and this those who partake of the food should fully recognise; they will value the ox that treads out the corn. 

    But we must further consider Benjamin, the youngest brother, who had not been brought down; well, there is a cup put into his sack  a divining cup. You have been thinking perhaps very little of him. He is called a lad, that is how Benjamin is alluded to. But look what Christ may put into the sack of some younger brother. I cannot go into the details of all that followed; I am speaking of this alone. It was a wonderful thing for Benjamin to have that cup in his sack, and the money as well. He was the only one that had the cup. Why then should I despise the young brother? The Lord may have His eye on him. It is Josephs divining cup  the means by which matters of high order are brought into evidence, for Joseph is a man of that kind. The butler did not think of keeping him in mind, but he was the most wonderful man the butler ever met, and his divining cup would be in keeping with this. 

    In the history of David we have what corresponds with this. Jesse despised David, even though he was his father. See how easily, without any personal animosity, we may think lightly of the youngest! David was not even thought of, he is with the sheep, Jesse says. And Samuel says, We will not sit down till he comes. If the Lord has His eye on the young brother, depend upon it He will hold things up till he is free. Think of all those men of importance present at the sacrifice, standing until David comes in (1 Samuel 16). Jehovah says, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. Of course, David behaved himself properly; that is another side. The young man is to let no one despise his youth; that is, by his sobriety, his general demeanour. 

    Now I go on to Elijah. I wish to present how food is supplied directly from heaven to a failing believer, but one whom God had used and would use again. The passage tells us that he was fleeing from Jezebel, and in fleeing he was speaking against the people of God. I want to shew how God supplies directly from heaven to those who may be unfaithful. God never withdraws His eyes from us. As some one has remarked, If a man turns his back on God, what will God do? He will shine upon his back! Elijah was taking a retrograde course. God had led His people from Horeb into Canaan; Elijah is going the reverse way. He is virtually saying to God, All your pains with Israel have come to nothing. How solemn to place God in the position of being mistaken. How often you find people doing that: Who will shew us any good? (Psalm 4:6). They are really impugning God, you see. 

    Well, this was the line Elijah was on, and he lies down under the juniper tree. He had just been to Beer-sheba, and we are told here that Beer-sheba belonged to Judah, a reminder of divine sovereignty and faithfulness. But Elijah went on notwithstanding the sovereign selection of God, Judah being the royal tribe; the power and faithfulness of God were witnessed in the well of the oath. He pursues his way, with his back turned to the land of promise, taking the reverse course that the ark of the covenant took. Think of that, dear brethren! Think of the ark of the covenant having taken the reverse course to the one a professed believer may be on! But God is caring for His servant. He loves him. Elijah was a great servant; in our reading this afternoon we saw him in heaven talking with Jesus. God will not let such a man go. No; He will follow him up, and this may be said of the smallest of us. But he is asleep under a juniper tree, a lone man in the wilderness, wishing to die, thinking that all was over. As some one said, he was going to resign his commission at mount Horeb. An angel touches him, saying, Arise, eat; and when he awakes there is food  a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. He eats and lies down to sleep. And the angel of Jehovah, it says, came again the second time, and again there is food, and he eats, and he goes in the strength of that food forty days, to Horeb the mount of God. 

    It may seem very singular that God should feed a man in a retrograde course, but He knows each of us and deals with us accordingly; all is in infinite love and wisdom. Thus great latitude is allowed to Elijah to pursue his way of unbelief, and God feeds him in it. Instead of sending him back to face Jezebel, He allows him to go forty days and forty nights in the wilderness, on the strength of that food. Every day would remind him of the strength of that food, and correspondingly of the divine provision made for him, until he arrives at Horeb. In this way Elijah had strength by divinely given food in a path of unbelief. But all was in wisdom, as I said, for God could speak to him more effectively at Horeb (in view of his state) than elsewhere. He would bring His servant into accord with His own mind. If Elijah was not going on, God was, and already had men selected to carry on His work  Hazael, Jehu and Elisha  and He will have Elijah to anoint them. To do this intelligently and effectively he must learn that God has power to enforce His will. 

    And so we have the wind, the earthquake, and the fire; God is not in any of them here, but they are His, and may be used; what could Jezebel do against them? 

    Did Elijah not know this? Could God not act against Jezebel with that wind, with that earthquake, with that fire? Look at the book of Revelation and see the wonderful instrumentalities God has for striking at all opposition and striking at a distance. The principle of Revelation is God acting at a distance. He can do that, and do things most effectively without being in them Himself. God was not in either of these three things at Horeb, but there is a voice  that still small voice. This catches Elijahs ear; it is the point of recovery  there is always that, beloved. If God strengthened him with those two meals, depend upon it He had this in mind, that He should present to him His own power  the power of God in those great instrumentalities that He can employ without being in them. But He is not dealing with His people thus. As to them, it is the still small voice; and the voice, we may say, is the Person. And Elijah stands with his face wrapped in his mantle; now he is being recovered. 

    May it not be that there is some one here to whom there is a still small voice? What doest thou here, Elijah? What we would say to you tonight is not, What doest thou here, but What doest thou there? We do not know just where you go. We thank God that you are here. There is a voice for you. 

    But then I speak of the continuance of the testimony. And so Jehovah allows Elijah to make his speech twice: The children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life. What a bringing down of things to himself! He is making himself the centre. But God says, I have reserved for Myself. Ah! God has something for Himself. I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. God knows, and He will provide for them; but He will also see to those who dig down His altars, and those who slay His prophets, and those who break the divine covenants; God will not overlook them, He will deal with them. There will be the sword of Hazael, divinely anointed; there will be the sword of Jehu, divinely anointed; these will execute judgment, and then there will be the sword of Elisha. 

    Elishas sword  did you ever think of it? It is a most interesting sword. We have no record that Elijah ever anointed Hazael and Jehu; so that Elisha is the first to be anointed. That is to say, God, before judgment, will have grace; and the food at the present time is in the ministry of grace. That is what God is occupied with now. First, the adjustment of brethren, that the younger brothers should not be ignored; but then the ministry of grace. Elisha stands for that. I need not enlarge on the ministry of Elisha; he affords more gospel texts than any other prophet, that is to say, scriptures that unfold the grace of God in Christ are prevalent in the history of Elisha. Hence the sword of Elisha is grace, and nothing brings people down more effectively than grace. The Syrian army that was led blind into Samaria by Elisha, having their eyes opened, were not slain as enemies but sumptuously fed; then it is said, the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel, (2 Kings 6:23). If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head, (Romans 12:20). Think of that! It is grace. That is evidently what Elijah thinks of here. He immediately goes and seeks out Elisha, who is ploughing with the twelfth yoke of oxen, and he casts his mantle upon him. 

    Thus the vessel of grace is brought in through him who was sustained even in a way of unbelief by divinely provided food. The testimony is to be continued in this way. Without food it must come to an end. Joseph, as we have seen, is the type of Christ as the source of the food supply; thus the line, or family, in whom the testimony of God is set, is preserved on the earth. We are to go to Him, instead of looking on one another; and we are to take our youngest brother with us. In Matthew 21:7 it is said of the ass and the colt that the Lord sat on them. 
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    THE RIGHTS AND PATIENCE OF GOD IN TESTIMONY (3) (JT 35)

    1 Kings 19: 1 - 21; 1 Kings 20: 13 - 21

    JTIt seems as if it is required that we should pay special attention to the vessel in whom God intervened in a positive way, so that the Spirit brings us back to the history of Elijah, personally, in this chapter, though alas! to record his failure. This is a feature of the subject that enters into our own times; for God graciously brought about a state of things through which He intervened in christendom in great power, bringing about the exposure of all its features and ramifications. But there was failure, as in the case of Elijah, yet not irretrievable failure, for, through grace, the testimony still goes on in conditions more or less suitable to God: and, as we see in Elijah, we may look for a triumph at the end, for he is received up into heaven. The culmination of the present activities of the Spirit in the saints will be their catching up into heaven. Elijahs history furnishes light as to this, and encouragement; but it also rebukes us, and that is seemly, so that saints should feel the terrible failure that has come in in that which God raised up, and through which He spoke and acted towards the whole of christendom. As we have part in the revival that continues, through grace, we have also our part in the failure; and, if there is to be any culmination according to God of the present service, we must be cast upon God and His faithfulness and patience with us. He has to bear with us every day, He suffers our manners, but He goes on with us. So this chapter begins with Ahabs disloyalty as to what had come about  he told things to Jezebel; and her true character comes out for she sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So do the gods to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time! She makes no allusion to Ahab, it is what she 

    will do: showing in the system that is symbolised by her, the persistence of open opposition now, to that which God owns and uses; for Elijah is signalised, according to the previous chapter, as Gods servant. There had been the acknowledgment that Jehovah was God, and Elijah was His servant, so that her sin is all the more glaring and bold, in that it is directed now against the vessel as owned of God. 

    HBDo you speak of Ahab as the outward responsible element in the profession, and of Jezebel as being the spirit of opposition and idolatry that finds its place and is permitted there? 

    JTThat is right. Ahab represents the responsible element, including all that are in the place of responsibility, whether the Roman hierarchy or any other of the elements of responsibility. Ahab represents all these; and Jezebel is the subjective state that prevails, especially in Rome, for the New Testament leaves us in no doubt as to what she sets forth, for there are children of Jezebel, and later, daughters of Babylon. 

    HCLWhat is before us would carry us back to the Reformation. 

    JTYes, but Jezebel continues on. The Reformation is more especially typified in Jehus service of destruction  that is, morally  for it is not yet literally. It is said in Revelation 18: 8 that strong is the Lord God who has judged her, showing it is beyond mans power to deal with her finally, but she is dealt with morally. The Reformation was the testimony to the power of God in overthrowing her system in a moral sense, so that men were able to escape from it, to come out of it. Here, Ahab and Elijah are still alive, but she is continuing on in her brazen opposition to what God owns. She had slain the prophets before and cut them off; but here is a prophet God has signally owned and she would kill him, so there is no veil now as to her motives, she is opposed to God. 

    HCLThere were the exercises of spiritual men before the Reformation: there were glimmerings of light. 

    JTYes, there was always something. The addresses to the assemblies in Revelation 2 and 3 really form the history of the assembly. What we have as histories of the assembly are most useful, but the authentic history of the assembly spiritually is in those two chapters. We find in the addresses that there is something in each one of the assemblies which God can own to some extent. 

    WCGDoes verse 3 indicate decline of faith? Previously Elijah had stood before God, now he flees before a woman. 

    JTYes, his faith is failing. When he saw that, he arose and went for his life, he is concerned about himself. The Lord did not go for His life; He laid down His life. 

    PLThe day after the conflict and victory becomes the most testing day for us? Is the Lord, in the first day of His resurrection and the forty days after, the great model for us as to how to act consequent on victory, and how to gather the fruit of the spoil? 

    JTExactly. Elijah had some agility; according to the end of the previous chapter he outran Ahab and went to Jizreel. There would be no lack of energy, he could easily have got out of the way of Jezebel. What you find with the Lord is that, when an attack was made, He got out of the way till His hour was come. No enemy can interfere with a servant of the Lord till his hour is come. There was a power operating in Elijah which Obadiah understood: it was proved in the rapidity with which he went to Jizreel; but here he fled for his life, and I do not believe he went nearly as quickly as he did when he went from Carmel to Jizreel; he went in his own strength now. 

    WHIs there a voice to us in connection with Ahab that, as cherishing what the Lord has given us, we should be very careful and wise to whom we speak of it, and when, so that neither the testimony nor the saints are unnecessarily attacked? 

    JTI think that is right. Ahab was treacherous in this, he knew well enough what Jezebel would think of it. It is like the case of the man in John 5 who told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well, and the Jews persecuted Jesus because of it. So that we have to be on our guard not to disclose things to persons who will make bad use of them, we must not cast our pearls before swine; but Ahab had none of these holy qualities. This chapter brings out that though he was not so virulent in his opposition as Jezebel, he was nevertheless collaborating with her. One of the features of our readings is to consider the patience of God, but in due course no wicked person can escape the just judgment of God: what seems to be a bow at a venture will bring him down, it was thus Ahabs sin found him out. So there is no hope of escape for christendom, everything will come under the just judgment of God; but meanwhile in the exercise of His patience, God selects the wickedest man to display what His patience is, not because he is a wicked man, but as a wicked man in office, in the place of responsibility he affords the opportunity for the display of Gods patience. 

    JCDo you think that the elements represented in Ahab and Jezebel, might be found inside? 

    JTWell, it is the flesh, and you and I are as capable of these things as Ahab. If our own hearts are not searched, these meetings are not of much value. As the Lord said, One of you ... shall deliver me up; the greatest sin of all is put in that way; I am capable of betraying the Lord. 

    QuesWould it be right to say that Ahab represents protestantism and Jezebel Rome, making a covenant one with another to slay the prophets? 

    JTAhab is more than protestantism, he gives the general thought of responsibility in christendom, including even the Greek church. There is responsibility attaching to each, and God owns them in so far as they are prepared to do anything for Him, but not, in any sense, passing over their sin  by no means clearing the guilty. There is a sphere that belongs to God and He is operating in it; it is well to see that. Ahab represents the responsible element generally. It is one of the features of the policy of Rome to wax bolder and bolder; the more her wickedness is exposed, the bolder she becomes. So, after the Reformation, there was the Council of Trent, in which she asserted her wickedness with greater effrontery than ever. Then, in our own times, after the revival and the assertion by the Spirit of the headship of Christ and the truth of the assembly, Rome asserted the infallibility of the pope. That is her policy, to become bolder in wickedness: she has got out of hand, but strong is the Lord God who has judged her. You see her boldness here: she would fix the hour for what she would do to Elijah. 

    QuesDo you regard Elijah as suggesting the revival a hundred years ago? 

    JTThat is the idea. We are sharing in the benefits of it, but we cannot evade the responsibility for its failure. 

    QuesWould Jerusalem in Matthews gospel set forth Gods centre, and the patience of God be seen in Lukes gospel in relation to it? 

    JTLuke brings out the patience of God in regard to that city; Matthew takes the opposite view, he generally casts a slight on Jerusalem, for he is making room for the assembly. In Luke, Jerusalem is still the centre on earth. 

    HBThe patience of God, as seen towards Ahab in his official capacity, is very different from Gods gracious care of the prophet when he fled. 

    JTYes. It is well to keep our eye on the prophet, for it is a question how we are to behave ourselves as having part in this very thing. It says, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. Why should it be mentioned that it belongs to Judah? Judah, and Beer-sheba itself, ought to have reminded him of the faithfulness of God, and that God would not forsake him, that his life was Gods property and that precious life would be defended as a treasure by Jehovah. Then, in going south, he passed territory which ought to have spoken to him every moment of what God is  Jerusalem, Hebron and Bethlehem  all these landmarks of divine faithfulness and power; and he went to the extremities of the land, to Beer-sheba, which in itself is the city of the oath, where God entered into covenant with Jacob (Genesis 46: 14). 

    RemPaul says they were excessively pressed beyond ... power, so as to despair even of living. But we ourselves had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not have our trust in ourselves, but in God, 2 Corinthians 1. 

    JTThat is a very suitable scripture to bring in here. We can reckon that God will come in at the extremity. We find in the history of Jehoshaphat, according to the record in Chronicles, that as the enemy was about to kill him, Jehovah diverted them at the last moment (2 Chronicles 18: 31). The lives of the servants of God, are specially precious in His sight. 

    RemIn Acts 9 Paul was threatened with his life and he gave himself into the hands of the disciples. Instead of fleeing from the danger, he was let down from the wall in a basket, and he went to Jerusalem, to the very seat of the danger, thus expressing his confidence in God. 

    JTJust so, and at Lystra, when surrounded by the brethren, he rose up and went back to the city, showing the courage he had. 

    WHMWhat led to this sudden and great failure? Was it spiritual pride on the part of the prophet? 

    JTYou just question your own heart. You have a successful preaching, for instance, or a sense of the support of God in your ministry, and how often the flesh rises and takes credit for it! You lose faith. The need is to go to Gilgal, so to speak. 

    WHMGod answered by fire previously; in this chapter God told him He had others. 

    JTThat is what comes out to prevent undue exclusivism amongst us. As the apostle Paul says so forcefully, what says the divine answer to him? The divine answer  I have left to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed knee to Baal (Romans 11: 4), so that we have to bear that in mind all through these chapters. 

    QuesBy exclusivism, do you mean we may get the idea that God is working only through us and so we may despise others? 

    JTThat is what I thought. Exclusivism is right of course, up to a point, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh  but then we should be loving the brethren, in whatever circumstances they may be. Let us not be afraid of the word hate; that may be called exclusivism, it is exclusivism, and more, it is a judgment: hating a thing is a judgment on it, and God says, He has judged your judgment upon her in Revelation 18: 20. So we have to gather up the thoughts of God as to things right down to the smallest independent company in christendom, it is that we have to judge. 

    WCGHas not Elijah moved away from the first position of faith, when he said, Jehovah, ... before whom I stand? 

    JTYes, he is thinking of himself. That is very humbling, how it arises with one  concern for oneself. 

    PLSo he ought to have left himself at Gilgal, instead of leaving his servant at Beer-sheba. Does not God answer that by showing He will not leave His servant, and does He not give him a servant too, in Elisha, who later will not leave him? (2 Kings 2). 

    JTYes. That is very beautiful. He went for his life and came to Beer-sheba ... and left his servant there  the servant is in the same circumstances now, he is in Beer-sheba. And he himself went a days journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a certain broom-bush, and requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough. Well, he might as well have died in harness; you had better die gloriously in the conflict, than die in the wilderness alone under the hand of the Lord! 

    PLBlessed the dead who die in the Lord. 

    RemNehemiah says, Should such a man as I flee? Nehemiah 6: 11. 

    JTQuite so. The brethren often bring up such things as they did in Nehemiahs day  See what is going to happen!  but we must stand our ground; that is the simplest and safest thing to do. Why should God slay His servant? He requested for himself that he might die: his mind is running in a very poor channel. 

    PLCan you resign the commission the Lord has given you? 

    JTThat is what he did; he resigned his commission. There is no speed now, like on the journey from Carmel to Jizreel! It is a toilsome journey  a days journey into the wilderness  this is poor work! And the Lord would teach us by these things; if we are selfish and cowardly, this is the sort of thing we may expect. Elijahs undertaking was very great physically, and what comes out is what God is to a failing servant, and we ought all to understand that. What marks our position, the failure that attaches to it, cannot be forgotten, but what God is to what has failed, is the lesson of the chapter; what God is to us. So he said, It is enough: now, Jehovah, take my life; for I am not better than my fathers. He wants Jehovah to do what he would not let Jezebel do. There certainly would be no honour in Jehovah taking his life, nor would there be any honour to God in it; it is the mixed feelings you find in people who are in the pathway of unbelief. 

    QuesWhat would Judah speak to us of? 

    JTWell, we know the place Judah had with God, for the history of David and Solomon lay behind it; he was perfectly conversant with all that. When you are dealing with souls in unbelief, you feel you are dealing with darkness; the most positive witnesses on the part of God are there, and yet they do not affect such persons. The Lord wept over Jerusalem  He felt things. All this seemed to have been absent from Elijah; it is just unbelief, the most powerful witnesses are unavailing. 

    AWRIn Judah is God known  does that come in here? 

    JTQuite so, all that would be known to him, the place Judah had in the testimony. The Sceptre will not depart from Judah, Nor the lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh come, Genesis 49: 10. He would know all that. But then, with people who have turned aside from the path, you may bring to their attention the most powerful evidences of what God is, and it all seems unavailing. Beer-sheba had a wonderful history, it goes back further than Jerusalem, to what God had been to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob there. Later on, Elijah comes back to the idea of spiritual geography before he is received up into heaven, that is to say, he went with Elisha from Gilgal to Bethel, and Jericho, and the Jordan; but here he has lost all thought of it. It shows how it is possible with the most spiritual of us to drop suddenly into the realm of darkness and unbelief. 

    WJRBDo you see the same principle in Mark 16? The disciples disbelieved the news Mary brought. 

    JTThat is the idea. Mark stresses the unbelief of the greatest servants, that is, the apostles. Why should they disbelieve a woman like Mary Magdalene? But what she and the others said was as an idle tale to them (Luke 24: 11). 

    QuesHad Elijah forgotten the bush in Exodus 3? 

    JTQuite so, unbelief forgets everything in this sense! As a matter of fact, even though one rise from the dead, the state of unbelief will not be affected: God has to come in afresh; there has to be another conversion. Most people need several conversions, and that involves a fresh work of God, in the believer. 

    JPHWill you say a little more about Elijah leaving his servant there? 

    JTWell, it was to the advantage of the servant, I think. There was something there in the place which spoke of the faithfulness of God, and that is what the apostle brings out in 1 Corinthians  God is faithful. … In 2 Corinthians he shows that that same faithfulness is in Christ  For whatever promises of God there are, in him is the yea, and in him the amen. 

    QuesWould Chloe be somewhat like the servant left in the faithfulness of God? 

    JTExactly. She is there and the house of Stephanas: there is always someone there, however obscure. 

    RemThe apostle strengthened Timothy by saying  be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

    JTQuite so. Things in Christ Jesus are fixed. The great point in 2 Timothy is what is in Christ Jesus. It says of Elijah that he lay down and slept under the broom-bush. And behold, an angel touched him, (chapter 19: 5). There is not simply something objective now, the bringing up of promises would not help him; he could tell you more than anybody; it is a divine touch people need. You feel that in dealing with unbelief you are powerless, God only can affect a man in unbelief. 

    PLWas the food put at his head, because his thoughts were wrong? 

    JTGod has not given up His thoughts: the cake was at his head, as we see, and set forth the truth of the assembly. As the great failure came in, Bethesda made a travesty of the truth of the assembly, brought it down to the human level and lost it; but then God has not lost it: and if there is one man or woman who holds the truth of the cake,  the one body  that is the truth of the assembly, all is there. Somebody holds the thing, if it is only one or two. 

    RemI have looked upon the cake as Christ; you make it the assembly? 

    JTThe suggestion of the cake is that. Of course it is food; but it is a question of interpreting the thing spiritually, as to the suggestion of it. It is a whole idea, it sometimes denotes Christ, but you carry the thought into the assembly: So also is the Christ (1 Corinthians 12: 12)  that is not Christ personally, but the anointed vessel here, the assembly; it is the same thing carried through. 

    PLWould the hot stones be an allusion to an appreciation of the sufferings of Christ for the assembly? 

    JTYou have in the types the idea of dough; that is what is needed in your souls exercises, but it cannot be made into a cake unless it is baked, and that is the judgment of God. 

    JWSimeon and Anna were morally clean themselves and never gave up Gods thoughts. 

    JTYes, and that is what had marked Elijah himself up to this point. In the little cake and the twelve stones of the altar, no one held to the whole idea more than he. But now it is very beautiful to see how God comes in and draws attention to a cake baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water; there is a cruse now; he would not forget he had had to do with a cruse and the cake before  everything is as it should be here. 

    HBDo you think the process of conversion with us a second or third time is often a recall as to our original impression? Here the cake is recalled and the cruse. 

    JTYes, so you are set up in relation to all the previous light you have had; that is the idea. 

    RemNo ravens are employed now. 

    JTNo, it is an angel. There is no repetition of the word cake in verse 7, that is already there. The angel says Arise, eat: eating and drinking now are a general thought. 

    WCGWould the cruse suggest the operations of the Holy Spirit in the assembly? 

    JTThat would be the suggestion, that it is the Holy Spirit in a vessel. The torrent is not that, it is the sovereign action of the Spirit to revive one. 

    QuesWhat journey was too great for him? 

    JTThe going to Horeb, the retracing the journey of Israel. He would be reminded by every step he took, that he was going the reverse way; the Lords purpose does not move this way. Faith has moved far away from Horeb, but I am going back to it; still he went in the strength of that food. 

    RemHe had to learn he was no better than his fathers. 

    JTExactly. All flesh is as grass, even Elijahs flesh! 

    WHMI get the sin question settled, but then I have to learn that no flesh should boast before God. That is what you would speak of as a second conversion? 

    JTQuite so, and we often get away from faith: Peter had to have a second conversion. It is interesting to read the four accounts of that Second conversion, and how the Lords word came to his mind  Peter remembered the word that Jesus Said to him. 

    JMcCRWould you say Elijah recognised that God could carry on the testimony without him? 

    JTYes. It says he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God (chapter 19: 8). We have spiritual touches here, it is the mount of God still; that is, the law is not abrogated, it has force. Horeb denotes the law in the way of the covenant. So that it has force. We are now being led into spiritual surroundings  it is Horeb the mount of God, and it is no small matter for a man to go forty days and forty nights on two meals. He is in wonderful company in the duration of his fasting, the company of Moses and the company of the Lord Jesus, now. So there is encouragement for anyone who may have turned aside from the path, in the way God comes in and touches him, and enables him to take a journey like this. He is on spiritual ground now, he is at Horeb, the mount of God. The word of Jehovah came to him, and he said to him, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; ... And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before Jehovah. Now he is to be brought back to earlier history, he is to stand before Jehovah: God brings us back to earlier history, and sets us up in all that we have been. Then these three things come out: first, Jehovah passed by, that is exactly what Moses was privileged to see on the mount earlier; but Jehovah came down full of grace to Moses; here it is that Jehovah passed by in relation to His power in creation. It says, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, ... Jehovah was not in the wind. And after the wind, an earthquake: Jehovah was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake, a fire: Jehovah was not in the fire. And after the fire, a soft gentle voice. He is in the voice  that is the idea, there is a voice in all this. 

    PLThat brings us back to the Revelation  what the Spirit says to the assemblies. 

    JTQuite so. So John turned back to see the voice,  an anomalous thing  he turned to see the voice because he had a Person in his mind. There must be a person behind the voice. Here it is Jehovah Himself in His own voice, not in the wind, nor in the earthquake, nor in the fire, for it is not a question of His attributes, or His power in creation, it is what He is Himself, in His own voice. 

    GHPThere is progress. First an angel came to to him, then the word of Jehovah came to him, but now a voice came to him. 

    JTYes, a voice has something distinctive about it; it denotes a person. The voice here is God speaking in Christ. 

    PLIs the voice peculiarly attached to the thought of the cake? Paul heard the voice from heaven saying, Why persecutest thou me? 

    JTThe me is the cake. You have the sound from heaven in Acts 2: the voice from heaven in Acts 9: and the sheet from heaven in Acts 10. The voice is very appealing: the bridegroom in Canticles says, Let me hear thy voice  the Lord loves the voice of His people. But what an appeal has the soft gentle voice to anyone who has turned aside from the path of faith! God has been touching him in his circumstances in one way or another, and now He would speak to him, It is I myself. 

    RemSo the food has the end in view, not the journey through the wilderness exactly. 

    JTQuite so; but here, it is the mouth of Jehovah, and never more tenderly apparent than here; for Jehovah is there Himself, not as He had spoken in thunder, but in a soft gentle voice: there is nothing to alarm the heart, but to attract it. He says, as it were, It is I myself. 

    PLDo you not think Elijah with Moses would take on the soft and gentle voice, as they spoke to that same Person about His decease on another mount? 

    JTYes, the mount of transfiguration. Elijah wrapped his face in his mantle, it says here, and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. I suppose the mantle had some virtue: there is some encouragement in his soul in relation to the mantle, so that he goes out, he is now moving towards God. The mantle has its own place, he will use it at the end of the chapter in relation to Elisha; and he will use it again at the Jordan. 

    PLDoes the mantle suggest that in his soul he is returning to the dignity of his commission? 

    JTYes, I think it is his measure spiritually; he is coming back to that. After all, every christian has a measure, lack of faith robs him of it; but now Elijah is coming back to it, to what he is in Christ. The next thing is, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entrance of the cave. That is, now he is facing God according to the soft gentle voice, and then he is there according to his measure. I think faith is coming back. Think of what Peter was as he came back! All that he had been enters into it, he lost nothing. We lose nothing, the work of God stands, and faith comes back to it. It is not only what God has done in Christ, but what God has done in me, that is unalterable too; the work of God is indestructible: it is very encouraging to come to that. So he is wrapped in his mantle, and he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I am left, I alone, and they seek my life, to take it away. This is repeated now  it had been said before. Well, he is not going to have any fellowship, he is going to be a poor isolated man all his life, on his own showing, whereas when God began at Horeb, one of the first things He spoke of there was the thousands of them that love me. We must never forget that: not the thousands of those that should love Him, but the thousands of those that do. And apparently Elijah has no thought that there are any who do, so that he is going to be a lone man all his days! But that is not Gods thought, there are those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Timothy 2: 22), those with whom we are to follow righteousness, faith, love, peace. But Elijah says, ... I alone. 

    PLWhen a man has himself as his theme, vain repetition marks him, for he has not much to say; 

    whereas, if we have Christ as our theme with our brethren, we have like David many psalms  there is great variety in the praise? 

    JTThe Lord now has to say something definite: He says, Go return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus; and when thou comest anoint Hazael king over Syria; and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint prophet in thy stead. There are three persons anyway that are worthy of anointing, so that he is not alone! God has three persons, and seven thousand besides. It says, Yet I have left myself seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth that hath not kissed him. 

    WHMIs that the same seven thousand as are spoken of in verse 15 of the next chapter? 

    JTWell, there is a link there, I think. They are seven thousand warriors there, but here they are to be reserved for God. Notice He takes account of their mouths. 

    PLDo these men use their mouths effectively; Naboth in relation to the inheritance, and Micah in relation to the throne? 

    JTYes, that comes out. No one knows the number of christians in christendom; who can tell them, except God? But He knows them  The Lord knoweth them that are his. But God says, I will work in relation to them too, I am going to slay what is in the way: these three men will execute My judgment here. The first who came into the account is Elisha, and he does not slay people, it is a question of grace; that is the position; instead of actual slaying, you have bringing people down in grace  that is Elishas ministry. 

    PLSo that no one escapes him. With the other two the work is not complete, but the spirit of grace in the present dispensation brings everything to completion. 

    JTQuite so. God tells Elijah how to go back, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus, but, instead of that, he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was ploughing with twelve yokes before him. Here is a man who is doing something positive, there is going to be a crop out of all this. God always has that in mind; and, if we are to have a crop, we must plough. This man is ploughing; there are twelve yokes ploughing, and he is with the twelfth. 

    RemWe do not usually connect with the wilderness ploughing with twelve yokes of oxen: he does not seem to have gone the way he was told, by the wilderness. 

    JTI think it is what he is doing himself; the mans recovery is now in view, I do not want to give up office, would express his feelings if he was not recovered  I will go to Elisha last. But he goes to Elisha first, he is ready to be displaced; and that is, I believe, the ground of the honour put on him later. 

    RemActually Elijah never did anoint Hazael and Jehu. 

    JTNo, we may say it was by Elisha. So I think his action was that of a recovered man, as he goes to the man who is to replace him, and he is ploughing with a crop in view  that shows his moral greatness. 

    PHAre the twelve yokes of oxen suggestive of the whole thought of Israel? 

    JTThat is the idea. They are all before him; he is with the last. 

    PHSo the recovery of Elijah brings great thoughts into view, nothing less than the whole of Israel. 

    JTThat is what I understand, the idea of a crop comes in. I think the recovery of Elijah is seen in the fact that the mantle comes into view again. It is what you are that affects another person; that is a question of what influence I have; and that is not a matter of light merely, but of what I am myself. So it says, Elijah went over to him, and cast his mantle on him. 

    RKCDo you connect that with Paul asking for the cloke? 2 Timothy 4: 13. 

    JTYes, I would connect this mantle of Elijahs with Pauls cloke. Every step Timothy took with that cloke, he would say as it were, That suggests something greater than I Such a thought keeps us right, it balances us. 

    HBDo you think this is a feature of the man of God throughout scripture? Moses and Joshua; Elijah and Elisha; Paul and Timothy: each would take care as to a successor. 

    JTI think that is right. The idea of someone coming in begins with Genesis 3, with the Seed of the woman. So Eve says, I have acquired a man with Jehovah  that is, someone to carry on. So right through Scripture, it is a question of someone to continue. 

    PLDoes one often qualify for succession in an obscure locality like Abel-meholah? It is only mentioned elsewhere once. Would it suggest a brother in a meeting engaged in promoting the food supply, like Gideon? 

    JTYes. One like that gives dignity to the place, The village of Mary and Martha. 

    All this brings out the completeness of Elijahs recovery, that he looks for the man who is to replace him first; that is a very great test, for we naturally want to keep office as long as we can. David set Solomon on the throne alongside himself before he died. So we have to encourage the young brothers to come forward, to make room for them. 
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    1 Timothy 2:1 - 15; 1 Kings 19:1 - 21

    JTJrIt has been thought well to continue the subject of Man in the readings before us and the scripture in Timothy has been suggested because of the truth that God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus. There is also the great thought of God and men  so we have God and men. While woman is in mind in Scripture, right from the outset, yet we have at the end that God tabernacles with men; not with men and women, but with men. What is in mind in men has been much before us as we have pursued the subject of Man, which, as we have seen, includes woman. But God has given men a certain place; and women have a place, too, but a place relative to men. In the second section of the chapter, beginning with verse 8, there is a further allusion to men: that the men pray in every place. That is men in contrast to women. But there is also an allusion to women, as to what is comely, that they are not to teach, not to exercise authority over man. 

    The chapter in 1 Kings has been suggested because there we have an example in Jezebel of a woman who usurped authority. We also have the prophets history in relation to Jezebel, and I thought we might see, with the Spirits help, how God comes in under such circumstances. 

    RWSDoes this epistle set out divine order in christianity? 

    JTJrI think that is right, order in the assembly is in mind. The word to Timothy is, That thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in Gods house, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth, 1 Timothy 3:15. We are to be in the assembly in an orderly way. 

    CAMWould you say that the idea of woman is seen in the assembly itself? The feminine side is in the assembly, and goes through into eternity. 

    JTJrI think that is right, the thought of the woman, therefore, is seen in the assembly eternally. It is a question of what Scripture says; we have in Revelation 21:3, the tabernacle of God is with men. Gods original thought was Let us make man ... and let them have dominion, Genesis 1:26. That, of course, brings in Christ and the assembly, typically, the feminine side being in the assembly. 

    ANWSo that the holy city has a feminine aspect. In Revelation 21:2 she is said to be as a bride, adorned for her husband, and then a loud voice out of heaven says, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, Revelation 21:3. 

    ARDoes verse 5 of our chapter, in stating that God is one, embrace the three divine Persons? 

    JTJrI think so. I think it is the statement of the truth that God is one; there are not three Gods. 

    ARAnd in Revelation 21 there is the same idea: The tabernacle of God is with men, Revelation 21:3. 

    ABPOur scripture, in stating that God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, seems to suggest that the Mediator is acting on behalf of the Godhead. 

    JTJrJust so; there is no disunity, and I suppose that is to be the great result in men; there is to be unity in what has been reached for God; it has come out from God. The reference in Genesis 1:1 to God having created the heavens and the earth has in mind the Godhead. Here it is not creation, but God in relation to men. In these readings our subject is Man, embracing an order of man with whom God takes on relationship. It is a plural thought, not just one man but an order of man, and that brings us in. Christ is the beginning of that order. As God was with Christ when He was here, so now it becomes a matter of extension. It is available to all men through the gospel. 

    RWSDoes the dislocation of humanity, which the enemy has brought about, but emphasise the unity which presently is found only in the assembly? 

    JTJrQuite so; so that in that way unity is brought about amongst men; God is bringing about this unity; it is from Himself; it flows out from God, for God is one. 

    ARAnd does the Lords office as Mediator of God and men involve His present position? It is the man Christ Jesus, the anointed Man. 

    JTJrYes, He is the Mediator and it is a question of how Gods thoughts are reached so that God has men with Him sympathetically. 

    WWMIn John 16:21 the Lord says, A woman, when she gives birth to a child, has grief because her hour has come; but when the child is born, she no longer remembers the trouble, on account of the joy that a man has been born into the world, John 16:21. 

    JTJrThat would be Christ in resurrection. He has brought in joy and reconciliation; the distance has been removed. There is distance, darkness, unbelief and lawlessness in the world. But in Christ everything can be recovered. 

    CAMI think that allusion to Christ, objectively, is a great help. We read of Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men Luke 2:14 when He was born, according to Luke 2:14. 

    JTJrGods great thought was to have good pleasure in men. It is reached through Christ the Mediator. Christ has brought in the joy and good pleasure. He has brought in an order of things whereby God can be with men. 

    JPHDoes the thought of one Mediator of God and men mean that there is no need of any other and that there could be no other? 

    JTJrQuite so, I think it is the extension of the thought that God is one, for it goes on to say that the Mediator of God and men is one. 

    SCMIs this the One for whom Job was looking? He said, There is not an umpire between us, who should lay his hand upon us both, Job 9:33. 

    JTJrWell, I think that helps. There was no one who could do it but Christ. He can do it because He is on both Gods side and mans side as Mediator. 

    ANWThe Mediator must be God and he must be man to be able to place His hand upon both, must He not? Our scripture stresses the fact that He is the man Christ Jesus. 

    JTJrOn the one hand the statement that God is one brings in the Godhead and we find ourselves in the presence of what is beyond us, but we bow in the presence of the statement that God is one. But then we have the Mediator also, as has been remarked, and what is stated here is that He is a Man, the man Christ Jesus. That brings us to the great fact of the incarnation. I do not know that we can say much about it, but the incarnation is intended transcendingly to affect our minds; One who was in the form of God has become man. The word became flesh, John 1:14. 

    JHEIn Philippians 2:5 we are exhorted to let this mind be in you as also it was also in Christ Jesus; who subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondmans form, taking his place in the likeness of men, Philippians 2:5 - 7. 

    JTJrThat is it; He took His place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself. 

    That is the man Christ Jesus, He is the Mediator, and the Mediator is one. 

    VCLIs it through the Mediator that Gods thoughts for man are shining out? Man was in view in what God has done mediatorially? 

    JTJrQuite so; and there is extension, so to speak, to man of the oneness referred to here. It is not a multiplicity of ideas and expressions: indeed, it is not a question of the mind of man at all. The unity has its character in that it comes out from God. I think that should have its effect upon everything amongst us, but especially in relation to the service of God and in administration. If the thought of oneness is before us and that it comes out from God, we will be greatly helped on these lines. 

    CAMIt would impress us with the greatness of Gods thought as to manhood when we think that the whole moral question of good and evil was to be solved by a Man. 

    JTJrQuite so; so that this verse is the proper platform for the gospel, for it goes on to say, Who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony to be rendered in its own times. So that we get the great thought of the ransom and then Pauls part in the testimony: To which I have been appointed a herald and apostle. It is very instructive. 

    RWSIs there a reason for bringing out this truth in an environment of prayers in view of leading a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity? And then he concludes the paragraph by saying that he did not lie: I speak the truth, I do not lie. There seems to be emphasis on these great thoughts in that they are placed in the centre of that kind of setting. 

    JTJrThe prayers alluded to here must have been much in Pauls mind because he exhorts to prayer in verse 1 and wills it in verse 8. And then there is to be piety and gravity amongst the brethren. 

    We need to be increased along the lines of piety and gravity. 

    ANWThe reference to all men in verse 1 includes women, but in the apostles desire that the men pray, in verse 8, it is men in contradistinction to women. The, Mediator stands in relation to all men, God desiring that all men should be saved; the Mediator gave Himself a ransom for all. So that in the glad tidings you can tell any person that the man Christ Jesus gave Himself a ransom for all. But in connection with the house of God and our behaviour there the distinction between men and women shows itself in connection with prayer. 

    JTJrThat is right, we come down to the constitution of the assembly, which is men and women; that is the outward order in the assembly. 

    VCLWould the word men have maturity in view, which would be seen in those coming to the knowledge of the truth? 

    JTJrYou have in mind that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth? 

    VCLIf the gospel is rightly preached and rightly apprehended by faith, persons will be saved and come to maturity in the knowledge of the truth; they will come to manhood. 

    JTJrWell, I think that is right. The great thought of God is that all men should be saved; that is the great thought in the gospel, that all men should be saved. But He also has in mind that they are to come to a knowledge of the truth. Coming to a knowledge of the truth would include what the apostle has to say as to the assembly, I would think. The assembly is the pillar and base of the truth, and you can see that coming to the knowledge of the truth involves having part in the assembly. 

    JPHMr. Darbys footnote to the word knowledge reads: true knowledge ... which acknowledges the truth of a thing, and to know the truth thus suggests possession of it. Therefore, it is not just the mental possession of words, but the real entrance into the truth in the soul. 

    JTJrThe truth is opened up in the assembly. Paul opened up the truth of the assembly, but then he ministered in regard to it. It says in Acts 11:26, For a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught, Acts 11:26. Matters of the truth, such as household baptism, addressing the Spirit, and the truth of the Lords sonship, which have been difficult for some to understand, are all related to the assembly. If persons wish to get the truth, it is a question of where it is ministered. Paul opened up Gods mind in the assembly. The true servants of the Lord make much of the assembly and the character of teaching that is to be found in it. 

    QuesIs not that set out in Ephesians 3 where the apostle speaks about the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ, and to enlighten all with the knowledge of what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God? Ephesians 3:8,9. And then, later on, in verse 10, he says that there is to be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God, Ephesians 3:16. 

    JTJrThat is right; I think Ephesians shows what we are saying; it is a question of the assembly, which is the vessel of the service of God on the one hand and of administration on the other, but it is also the depository of the truth; the truth is there, in the assembly; the Spirit is there and the Spirit guides into all the truth. 

    ATDIn Ephesians 4:13 it says, Until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, Ephesians 4:13 is the thought of all arriving there similar to the thought of all coming to the knowledge of the truth, in our chapter? 

    JTJrI believe it is, it is a question of being saved first and then coming to the knowledge of the truth. All the ministry we are having is really to bring us to a knowledge of the truth, and it is a question of God and men. God has men before Him according to His own mind; and Christ gave Himself a ransom that His thought might be reached. 

    BTIn 1 Corinthians 11 it says, I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but womans head is the man, and the Christs head God 1 Corinthians 11:3. Would that be knowledge arrived at in our own souls? 

    JTJrThat is a feature of the truth. That is in Corinthians, which refers to assembly order; it is the public order of headship. Christ is the head of every man. Headship is traced through man to Christ, to God. The truth set out there fits in with what we have before us because woman is not to usurp authority: I do not suffer a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over man. It is a question of womans place in the divine ordering. It is not that she is any less, personally, than man, in the sense that she was taken out of man, but positionally she is to recognize the place that man has been given, as it says, for Adam was formed first, then Eve. 

    ABPThere seems to be a moral reason why the Lord, in John 4, before opening up the truth to the woman, said, Go, call thy husband, and come here, John 4:16. 

    JTJrThe Lord reached her conscience, and she went to the men of the city and said, Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?, John 4:29. 

    RWSHave you any thought why the Spirit of God has been emphasizing the importance of the sisters of late? 

    JTJrI believe it is to stimulate them in regard to the truth; it is not that they are to take part in the assembly, but to encourage them to go on in exercise. They do not take part publicly in the meetings, so that they are at a disadvantage in that sense; but I think what has been in mind is that they are to carry exercises and have their own relationship with the Lord. The more that this is so the more they will be in satisfaction and in the enjoyment of the things that God has given us. 

    APWoman is included in the word man in Genesis 1:26, is she not? 

    JTJrYes; mankind is in mind there, but in the public order, as it is now, the woman is in a position of subjection in which God has put her. She is not allowed to speak in the assembly. The apostle says, For Adam was formed first, then Eve: and Adam was not deceived; but the woman, having been deceived, was in transgression. 

    ARIn the scripture we read in 1 Kings 19 it says that Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done. 

    JTJrWell, he was a weak man; he was not able to take matters up and deal with them as he should but he was influenced by Jezebel. He was a disappointing brother. 

    ARJezebel began to take matters into her own hands. 

    JTJrThat brings out the whole matter of the woman usurping authority. But in the light of that we see the positive side of things in the way that God is operating. We can always count upon God coming in. 

    QuesIs it right to say that we find the real expression of man according to God only in the assembly? 

    JTJrWell, I think that is right; a man gets converted and is delivered from his sins and comes into happy relationship with God. Where does he fit in? It is a question of the assembly. 

    AHWould Lydia be an example of a sister who laid hold of the truth for herself? 

    JTJrQuite so; she did not teach; we are told that she was at the prayer meeting and that she had a house. Those things are commendable. She says, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there, Acts 16:15. She is not out of her place, for the Lord had opened her heart to attend to the things spoken by Paul, and she spoke in a comely way. 

    RemIt is remarkable that the system that presently answers to Jezebel teaches that the virgin Mary is in heaven, making her another mediator. 

    JTJrQuite so: it is satanic. 

    ABPFrom a practical standpoint it sometimes occurs that a sister may be much more intelligent and more capable than her husband. Does it not help in the acceptance of headship in such cases to see that man being head of the woman is a divine principle and that God will support the woman in accepting the position and honouring God in it? 

    JTJrI think so; He will take care of the matter. And there is no need that women take on any public matter as to the assembly. It says that the women are to learn in quietness in all subjection and to be in quietness. The word quietness occurs twice in the passage. 

    VCLIs it not of interest that the vision Paul had was of a man, but he first found women at Philippi? And do you not think that the Spirit of God would help so that every problem and every exercise on the part of the sisters would be met in the assembly? 

    JTJrI am sure they would; and so the man was produced at Philippi. God had the jailor in mind and He brought him in to establish assembly conditions there. 

    ARWhat do you say about the passage: The woman, having been deceived, was in transgression? 

    JTJrWell, it brings out the weakness that was in the woman. 

    JHEDeborah had the light of what should be done but she called Barak into the matter. 

    JTJrYes; but she said, Jehovah will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman, Judges 4:9. 

    RemMary Magdalene received a message from the Lord and conveyed it to the brethren. 

    JTJrShe was subject; and the Lord gave her a message to the brethren and she carried it; she was a suitable vessel to do it. I think she qualified for the service. 

    JPHWe can be assured that she conveyed the message in a comely way, suitable to a woman. 

    CAMJohn 20 was a garden scene and is a most wonderful answer to what happened in the first garden; Mary recognized the headship of the Lord. 

    ANWJohn 20:18 reads, Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had said these things to her, John 20:18. She is not teaching, but saying what Jesus had said to her. It seems to be so perfectly fitting in that particular setting. 

    JTJrShe was a subject woman, and that is what we want to see in the sisters. 

    SWDo we not see, too, the thought of availability to carry the message? 

    JTJrQuite so; the Lord made her suitable; there was a certain amount of darkness with her but it soon disappeared. 

    SWAs receiving the ministry the sisters would hold themselves available to be of greater service. 

    JTJrThe stimulation that the Lord has had in mind for the sisters is to arouse them as to their own place in the testimony and their links with God. 

    They need to have their own links with God, and prayer too. If they do not maintain their own relations with God, they will lose in their souls. 

    QuesDo we have that set forth in Aquila and Priscilla? The apostle abode with them, and later, when Apollos came they were both able to help him. 

    JTJrExactly; there was remarkable spiritual unity between man and wife, which is good to see. We may find a brother with a wife who does not help him at all; she may not be spiritual. But the thing is to be subject and cultivate personal relations with the Lord and become spiritual. 

    AHDeborah has been referred to. Do we not see the thought of stimulation working out in her? 

    JTJrWell, exactly; and what really is distinctive with Deborah is that she is called a mother in Israel. That is a spiritual thought. 

    FNWThe word: What becomes women making profession of the fear of God brings out what you say as to their relations with God. 

    JTJrExactly; that is what is in mind; it is a public matter. As to the men, the apostle says, I will therefore that the men pray in every place, lifting up pious hands. It is a public testimony. It would not be seemly for a sister to get up in the assembly and pray; it would be out of order. It is not seemly for her to speak in the assembly. But she should have her own links with God in private prayer and grow spiritually in that way. 

    AMacdDid not Hannah have her own links with God? and she was seemly at home. 

    JTJrQuite so. 

    EALShe asked for a man child. 

    JTJrShe had in mind a man for God. 

    JPHThe sisters are not debarred from being serviceable by being subject. The word in Judges 5 is, Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed above women in the tent!. 

    And then, She put her hand to the tent-pin, and her right hand to the workmens hammer; and she smote Sisera, she struck through his head Judges 5:24 - 26. A sister can thus be available as she is subject and takes her right place. 

    JTJrIt was in the tent; and the blessing is in the tent. God could have done otherwise but he led Sisera to the tent; she overcame him in the tent. 

    ARIt says of Jezebel that she calls herself prophetess. 

    JTJrIt is what marks the system to which we have referred. 

    RemIf a sister does not go on in quietness and subjection she will not learn rightly. 

    JTJrI think it is a fine word: Let a woman learn in quietness, and again, To be in quietness. 

    AATI notice that sisters have made many contributions to the service of praise by composing and contributing hymns. 

    JTJrThat is not ministry in the assembly. It is quite right that a sister should write a hymn; many have done so, but that is not prophesying or teaching in the assembly. 

    ABPWe have the song of Deborah, for example. 

    JTJrQuite so. We have often referred to the four daughters of Philip, who prophesied. They would do so, no doubt, in comeliness. Paul stayed in the house (Acts 21:10). He would not suffer a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over man. She is not to do it; it would be out of place if she did. 

    AHThe words, In like manner, in verse 9 of 1 Timothy 2, would suggest what is in keeping with the thought of piety expressed in the men lifting up pious hands? 

    JTJrI think so, and as has been remarked, the environment or atmosphere of the chapter is prayer and piety. It is what is needed in men in their relations with God. It all leads up to the great thought of God and men. Men are to be in relationship with God. It comes about as we are with God. Enoch walked with God. 

    RWSThe last verse of the chapter brings in an if. She shall be preserved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and love and holiness with discretion. 

    JTJrQuite so; the allusion is to a man and his wife; that is the inference. It is a question of unity in divine things in the house. 

    ARThe men lifting up pious hands would suggest priestly service. 

    JTJrWe have the pattern the Lord has given us in Lukes gospel. He is seen frequently with God in prayer. It has been said that eternal life is especially seen as the Lord was in relation with God directly. It is in our relations with God that the truth that is in His mind comes out; either in service directly to Him or as we are here tonight in the assembly. 

    TNWWould sisters be encouraged in finding that their exercises are expressed by the brothers, either in the service of praise or in readings? 

    JTJrWell, quite so. 

    LWHannah, Lydia and other sisters had things in their hearts. Mary kept certain things in her heart; Hannah spoke to Jehovah in her heart; Lydia had her heart opened by the Lord to attend to things spoken by Paul. 

    JTJrIt is a question of their affections. And they are to be objects of affection. Husbands, love your own wives, Ephesians 5:25. A wife is the object of her husbands affections and this chapter would have that in mind, for as the sister learns in quietness and is in subjection, she is lovable. 

    LWPeters word to the sisters is that their adorning is to be the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price, 1 Peter 3:4. 

    JTJrThat is a good scripture to bring in. It goes on to show how Sarah was in relation to Abraham, calling him lord. She did not exercise authority over him; she called him lord. 

    QuesHow do you regard the service of the woman in John 4? 

    JTJrWell, it was a question of her conversion and the right influence she had over men in contrast to the wrong influence she had exercised before. Women have an influence, but it is to be exercised in a right way. 

    RemThe Shunammite woman observed the prophet passing by and influenced her husband to do what was right. 

    JTJrThat is a good example. She prepared a place for the prophet in the house. 

    RWSJezebel, I suppose, would be an extreme case of one who exercised an evil influence, and God was ready to deal severely with her. 

    JTJrJezebel is an extreme case and, as remarked, is suggestive of a system in christendom. The word in 1 Timothy 2 is that the woman is not to exercise authority over man. Jezebel did that and Elijah fled from her. He fled for his life. It shows what we may do if there is fear in our hearts. Instead of acting like men we act in fear. But God comes into the matter, although there is great weakness in Elijah. 

    EEHDoes Jezebel represent the element of persecution? 

    JTJrI think we see in this chapter a weak order of things set out in Elijah. What is to be done? Well it is a question of what God will do. And that is what we should see now. If things are weak, what is God going to do? 

    CAMIs it not remarkable to see that God brings him to the thought of the anointing (1 Kings 19:15,16)? He was brought back from the region of fear to the region of the Spirit as suggested in the anointing. 

    JTJrQuite so. 

    VCLIs it significant that Elijah was preserved in power when he was regarding the heavens? He saw a cloud small as a mans hand. He was preserved in that matter; but when he saw the public disorder with a woman usurping authority he seemed to lose his touch with God and become afraid. 

    JTJrQuite so. It is stimulating to see the converse of this in the New Testament. Paul never fled from anyone. It is a question of spiritual power in Paul. Although in prison it was a question of how he was in prison; there was no weakness in him. 

    ABPEvidently Elijah was fully recovered. The reference to him in Malachi 4:5 and the reference to the spirit and power of Elias in Luke 1:17 seem to suggest that he was held in high regard in heaven. 

    JTJrQuite so. 

    ABPDid his power come in the recognition of the Spirit? It says that Elisha poured water on his hands (2 Kings 3:11). 

    JTJrWell, I would think that he was recovered by God taking on the matter Himself. What we need to see is at what point God will come in, and to be ready for Him when He does come in. 

    ANWIt is a very searching matter because he could face the hundreds of the prophets of Baal unflinchingly and yet he was troubled under the fear of this woman. 

    JTJrIt is to bring out that we do not always act like men; we may run away from a situation. 

    SCMVerses 13 and 14 say, A voice came to him and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant ...Perhaps he had to come to something in his history with God? 

    JTJrNo doubt. But God did not leave His servant. He did not forsake him; He supported him in his journey, supplying food through an angel. Elijah may think that nothing is being looked after, but God can look after things, and He looked after Elijah, too, through an angel. 

    FNWShould that help us to be restful as to conditions in weak localities where things may not be right? We can count on God bringing about what is right? 

    JTJrQuite so: The Lord is able to make him stand, it says of the servant. Romans 14:4. 

    ABPThere seems to be a contrast between this fresh food and water and the fixed condition of mind into which Elijah had gotten. There is not one iota of change in what he said before and after these things happened at the cave. It is as though he had reached a fixity of mind, which is very dangerous. 

    JTJrIt is. 

    JHEHe repeats the same words the second time, as though he got no help. He thought all was gone. Paul says that the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, The Lord knows those that are his; and, Let everyone who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity, 2 Timothy 2:19. We are to pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart, 2 Timothy 2:22. We will always find those who are going on, even though we might think we are alone; God has His seven thousand, has He not? 

    JTJrEven when he said, I am left, I alone, God had not left him. God does not leave His servant. 

    ABPHave we not been taught by the Spirit of God in recent years the principle of this soft gentle voice as seen in the outward physical weakness of the minister but the choice detail of the ministry. The voice is of much more importance than outward manifestations of power. 

    JTJrQuite so; the New Testament affords similar examples in Paul and others. Even though Paul was aged and a prisoner, we get his greatest epistles. God never left him. It is a question of God being with him. 

    RWSAnd is not the care in verse 5 designed to affect us? And behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down again. Then it is repeated. Is that not intended to affect us? It is what God is doing. 

    JTJrI think we need to take more account of that. Jezebel will assert herself and force her way; what she says shows how she usurps authority, but God is acting in the whole matter and He is engaged with Elijah. 

    JHEArise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. None of us could ever hope to go on alone; we need the saints. 

    JTJrIt is a question of weakness; the journey would be testing and divine support is needed. But God comes in with support for Elijah. He will make His servant to stand. The Lord could say, This is your hour and the power of darkness, Luke 23:53. But it is a great thing to see that God was in the matter. Christ was raised from the dead by the exceeding greatness of Gods power. And so it is a question of the power of God at the present time, and of seeing what He will do. 

    JPHWhat does the cruse of water suggest? In 2 Kings 2 a new cruse is called for and salt was to be put into it. 

    AHHas it not been suggested that what was provided was sufficient and that God will see to it that we get through? 

    ARThe journey of forty days and forty nights would represent the wilderness journey, do you think? He came to Horeb. 

    JTJrAnd as has been remarked, there is sufficient to carry us through. 

    QuesDo you think that the man with the drawn sword who appeared to Joshua would be a great support to him although he was fearful of him at first? 

    JTJrWell, Joshua got on to right ground; he took off his shoes. If we get to right ground we see where the Lord is in matters. So in this chapter it is a question of God working with Elijah; it is God and one man; He comes down to one man. But the great thought in Gods mind is God and men. We all want to come into that. 

    RemThe weakness of Elijahs position was that he thought he was alone. 

    JTJrWhereas he was not alone; God does not leave us alone. 

    ARIn verse 9 it says, The word of Jehovah came to him. It is not an angel now; it is a direct word. 

    JTJrSo that we are to be concerned as to the word, the word of God. Something positive comes to us to help us in the word. 

    AHDo we get a contrast in Elisha who, instead of being fearful, says, Fear not, for they that are with us are more than they that are with them, 2 Kings 6:16? 

    JTJrI think we see in Elisha how the Lord has extended things on spiritual lines at the present time. At the end of the dispensation He has brought about recovery and recognition of the Spirit. There are persons He can trust and He has placed them in localities to look after His interests. 

    AEWWould that be suggested in the fact that Elisha was ploughing? 

    JTJrWell, quite so; he was a worker and he was ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen. 

    VCLAre we to have the impression left upon our spirits that all depends upon the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus? 

    JTJrQuite so. 

    QuesJehu is mentioned by Jehovah in this chapter. Is that to assure us that Jezebel will be dealt with? 

    JTJrQuite so; that is the governmental side. Things will be dealt with, and if God has to use a forceful man like Jehu, He will do so. 
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    1 Kings 19:19 - 21; 2 Kings 2:9 - 22

    JTIt is well to keep in mind in these public meetings that the ministry is cumulative, that is, all that proceeds from God takes form in others, maybe two, three or four being involved in it; and the point is that what next proceeds from God should be in accord in those involved with what has gone before. So these two prophets are taken up to show how everything proceeds from God; how the instrumentalities He may use are to be in accord with Himself in the sense of unity. There is to be unity and order in what a servant does. There has been encouragement in relation to the word in Great Britain recently, in the gospel of Matthew being divided into two parts; the first part being taken up in the meetings in Edinburgh, and the second part in London; the same subject divided into two parts. And God blessed the matter. So now we have these two servants, two great prophets. The first is Elijah and he has great distinction in the New Testament, and has been referred to often; and then Elisha, a counterpart, a continuation of Elijah, because it is so. Elijah is the more drastic and severe but Elisha is the more gracious, which is a great matter, that we should have a gracious minister and that we should take part in grace ourselves, every one of us, that we should have part in what is gracious. The God of all grace (1 Peter 5:10) is one title of God, and then He is the God of glory as well; but we are dealing now with grace. So the thought is to continue with Elisha and to see how God had ordered Elijah to select him, to select Elisha the prophet instead of himself; that is to say, Elijah has in this first passage given way to God and given way to another to take his place. Sometimes we may be displaced, those of us who are serving, but at the same time we are to accept in grace what is done; we are not to be jealous or envious of one another, but to do everything in humility and grace. So that Elijah is directed of God to choose Elisha to be prophet in his stead, and we can see there is unity in the affections of the two prophets, there is no rivalry whatever. This is a great point for the brethren to imbibe in our hearts and minds, that we are not to be disunited, but that there might be love amongst ourselves. God knows how to order these things, and He selects these two men and uses one of them to select and to anoint the other. In fact we are to get the idea that the anointing is connected with them. We are said to be anointed too; whatever we are as christians is in the power of the anointing or else it is nothing. It is nothing at all if not in the power of the anointing. We may think it is and assume to be something, but it is nothing unless in the power of the anointing. 

    SMcCDoes the numeral twelve mentioned in the passage amplify the thoughts of unity and love that you are referring to? 

    JTA very good number; God selected it Himself because evidently it suits Him to effect certain things through it. Yet God may take away one of us, as the apostles had one taken away from them; and yet they continued in the power of the anointing. 

    SMcCSo that the number twelve is the most divisible of all numbers, and love enters into it in a particular way. 

    JTAnother number of equal importance is the number seven. It is a spiritual number, and carries spiritual thoughts. We have been around the circuit recently with these special meetings; we began at Detroit and we were recently at Chicago, 

    and now we are here in Toronto; presently we expect to be in Council Bluffs. As we move from place to place God is carrying on in the ministry with these numbers; He has taken up what means He will to express His thoughts. Divine Persons have chosen the number three for Themselves, and it is important to notice that. In Matthew 28:19 we have the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. They are all equal; we know that, but at the same time They have taken up places in the economy that They have ordained, which involves that two have taken relatively lower positions. Each has taken a place by Himself. It is wonderful that divine Persons should take this attitude! 

    SMcCWould you say that in the economy these great thoughts of unity and love are set out in divine Persons? 

    JTJust so, the Godhead is involved; but it is remarkable that there are three divine Persons. Of course we speak of Them with great reverence, as we ought to. There are three of Them, They have made this choice Themselves, this arrangement Themselves, because clearly divine Persons are equal. So They have come into time, and we see how Their operations in time are on the principle of these numbers. 

    CHHWould the apostle Paul in Acts 26 have in mind this calculating in love when he says in verse 7, to which our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night hope to arrive? Was that the calculation of love? 

    JTJust so, the whole twelve tribes; that is good. The word whole means they were all united. So far as we know the apostles were never separated, excepting Judas, a matter which was ordained; the defection of Judas was foretold. But at the same time that defection was perfectly mended. The idea of mending is a great one in Scripture; if we are not mended, then we had better see to it that we become so; because there is a way of mending things, and they may become better than they were before in wholeness. 

    RWSIt says the Lord appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve, not to the eleven, as if the matter were mended. 

    JTYou should say a little more about it. 

    RWSI thought the mending was actually after He appeared to the apostles, that in the scripture quoted Matthias had not yet been selected; yet it does not say it was to the eleven He appeared, but to the twelve, as if He regarded them as complete. Subsequently they cast lots, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven. 

    FKCWhy is it said that Elisha was with the twelfth yoke of oxen? 

    JTI think he was there in heart. The place a man takes is very often Gods way of showing what a man is. Here Elisha shows that he is lowly in heart; he did not put himself in the front; he did not choose a place to make himself great. He was with the twelfth yoke, so that there were eleven before him; but I would say he was morally the greatest because he was with the twelfth. He was with the divine number with which God was operating, and he is ready to be in that. Elijah helps him to get into it. Elijah had been in it but Elijah was displaced or replaced by Elisha, and Elisha has the same lowly spirit, qualifying him to take the place of Elijah. It is lowliness that counts, meek and lowly in heart, the Lord says. 

    WLWould you say it called for discernment on the part of Elijah to let the whole eleven go by and then pick the twelfth? 

    JTBut we cannot say he is letting them go by, because there was perfect arrangement; things were not left open, there is always arrangement in the ways of God. No doubt they are all needed and put in their places. They are actually working, ploughing, and he with the twelfth. 

    JWFWould you say that very often circumstances come up to break in upon Gods thought, that is to break in on the number twelve, but still God makes it up? That is, Judas failure broke in on the twelve apostles and Matthias had to be brought in; and the two sons of Joseph had to be brought in to make up the twelve in Israels number. Still God intervenes and carries the matter through, does He not? 

    JTHe does, so that the whole divine thought is carried through in spite of human weakness; God Himself does it. 

    ARWhat started at Pentecost was perfect, was it not? I was wondering if that is what you had in mind in carrying forward the idea of the assembly in our day, so that it is not a remnant at all, but we should keep in mind what is perfect. 

    JTThe assembly is held as complete. The word assembly is used at the beginning of Acts. In Revelation the Lord writes to the seven assemblies; He selects them and He writes a letter to each of them, and then there is in addition what the Spirit says to them. But what the Spirit says goes right down through the dispensation; and His speaking is going on today. I would hope that this meeting today in Toronto is part of it, part of what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies, not what the Lord is writing to them but what the Spirit is saying to them, to the assemblies. 

    ARSo do you think the Lord had in mind what is perfect when He said to Philadelphia, I ... will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world? 

    JTJust so, it is the assembly; I mean each one of the assemblies. Although there are seven of them, each one in itself represents the whole, so that the divine ways are in that sense continued; they are linked together and everything is in perfect order. 

    AHDo you suggest that this ability to plough with twelve yoke of oxen applies peculiarly to the local position? 

    JTI suppose it would; the idea would be there, and Elisha was with the twelfth; that is to say the lowly man was there with the twelfth, where he was needed. 

    AHHave you any thought why it is ploughing and not reaping? 

    JTWell, it is the beginning of things. Ploughing is the beginning; in order to have a crop you must plough. 

    AHDoes it suggest going deep in exercise? 

    JTJust so. 

    WWMWould you say he is commended for being with the twelfth? In Matthew 20 when the Lord started to pay off the labourers, those that came first thought they should have got more than the twelfth, as you might say; but the twelve are all equal. 

    JTJust so; there is perfect unity here; they are working together. Elisha is brought in as following on Elijah and he is fit for the place. So it goes on to say, And Elijah went over to him, and cast his mantle on him. And he left the oxen  that is to say, that was past history  be left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and I will follow thee. Now that is the next thing we have to consider, this matter of kissing the father and the mother; that is, with Elisha the claims of nature are the central matter; they are being fully allowed. We have to see if that is as it should be; that is to say he is putting the testimony last, so that he has to be adjusted. We have already seen that it will not do to make the oxen first, they must be left for the sake of the testimony because Elijah has blessed him in view of the testimony, and he must follow Elijah. It is what is of God we must follow. We cannot think of our business or whatever it may be, that has to be left for the sake of the testimony if we are to qualify. 

    SMcCWhat you are saying now as to what is natural is important. At Chicago you were drawing our attention to the woman in chapter 17 as operating on the lines of nature, but the man of God takes the child from her bosom. We have to learn to leave that side of things. 

    JTVery good, the same thing would be here; Elisha says, let me ... kiss my father and my mother, that is, he makes a provision, whereas God does not admit of any provision. God is absolute in His demands, He is absolute, and the absoluteness is love; love is behind all the absoluteness in God. 

    AHDoes the blessing of Levi in Deuteronomy 33 bear on this at all? It says in verses 8 and 9, And of Levi he said, thy Thummim and thy Urim are for thy godly one, whom thou didst prove at Massah, with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah; who said to his father and to his mother, I see him not, and he acknowledged not his brethren, and knew not his own children. 

    JTVery good, that is in exact correspondence. The ploughing here just represents ordinary business matters; but the idea of manhood is in Elisha; he is the one that serves, and it says that Elijah cast his mantle on him. He did not cast his mantle on any of the oxen, but just on him. Then Elisha raises the question about his father and his mother, and he is rebuked about it; so that we have to learn to disallow nature and oxen, that is business, and all that goes with it for the sake of the testimony of God. 

    ARIt says of James and John in Mark that He called them and they left everything. That apparently marked the apostles at the beginning, that they straightway left everything. 

    JTThat shows they were ready for it. 

    ANWAre the terms of our service intended to be very simple? That is, he arose and went after Elijah and ministered to him. 

    JTThat is the next thing. He really left his father and mother, but he was ordered to do that; before he ministers to Elijah he left his father and mother. The Lord did that and we have to leave the natural  that is a principle with God. He will look after them. The passage in 2 Timothy 2:4 - 6 emphasises the same truth as to the things that may hinder. 

    ARIt does not say you are to leave your wife. 

    JTNo, you cannot do that; but, you can leave your father and mother and you can leave the oxen and your business; but you cannot leave your wife, or the brethren either. I do not know whether the brethren go with that because we may have to challenge these things; we are dealing with the facts of Scripture and we must be accurate. 

    EALTherefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and cleave to his wife (Genesis 2:24). 

    SMcCOne of the most baneful things in the testimony is the power and influence of what is natural in obstructing our judgment and hindering us. 

    JTThat is so. You have had a lot to do with these things where you are, but on industrial lines; and there are similar things in other countries. There was a difficulty recently overseas, where a brother refused to join the union and was discharged. Of course you are in similar circumstances in Detroit in that respect. Is God helping? 

    SMcCHe certainly is. I think what you have said as to the demands of God being absolute would help all of us to realise that the testimony must come first. 

    ARA young brother here recently lost his job because of the union. 

    JTThat enters into what we are speaking about, and of course it calls out the sympathies of the brethren. This thing has been current amongst us for at least fifty years, this matter of unionism; and the brethren have been set against it and have shown their faithfulness to the truth in many of our cities. On the other hand, alas! certain have not been faithful; they have been concerned just to hold their jobs and have lost their place amongst the brethren, their real place amongst the brethren. 

    EALYou once said regarding this matter of trade unionism, if I recall rightly, that in Revelation, trade unionism is shown up as definitely bearing the mark of the beast; and that if any one would justify his stay in the union after that was pointed out to him, it would point to the fact that he probably did not have the Spirit. 

    JTI would say that; it is very possible that any person who would stay in a trade union and disregard the truth has not the Spirit. 

    JMIn the union matter now current in New York, and the question of having fellowship in relation to employing a lawyer, some brethren have difficulty as to putting it down as assembly giving. Would you say a word as to that? 

    JTThat situation is the same as if you do not know the way from here to Detroit, and you ask a man to show you, and he does; that is the way I would say it applies in New York. These brethren have been discharged because of unionism and they have just employed a man who can tell them what to do. That is all. 

    JMIt seems quite clear to me, but there is a question in some of the brethrens minds. 

    JTThere is a good deal of legal feeling in these matters. We have just employed a man to tell us what to do, that is all; we ask him and pay him. The brethren should not question that because those discharged are doing what they can in regard to the testimony, and we want to be right in the method of approach to the government. I do not see anything in the matter at all. 

    SMcCWhat was in our brothers mind was as to charging the assembly, and the assemblys place in having fellowship with the expenses. But cannot the assembly be charged in regard to any issue that involves the truth? The assembly is the pillar and base of the truth. 

    JTQuite so. Why should not the assembly be charged in such a case? We should be free to pay and thankful to do so. 

    FWThe question raised is in regard to assembly giving in support of this lawyer, and the legal proceedings. 

    JTBut the thing has to be done you see; it refers to the saints, it refers to the testing they are going through. Why should not the assembly do it? It is their matter to do it, our privilege to do it. We are prone to be very legal in these matters. The question is, Are we instructed as to how to act? And if any one can instruct us, let him do it. 

    EALIt should be quite clear that the spirit of trade unionism and of communism and all that sort of thing is apostate in character. 

    JTQuite so; it is the growing feature of apostasy of modern times. 

    EALI am afraid a great many of the brethren do not see that situation, that it is entirely apostate; the social trend is entirely apostate in character. 

    JTThat is true. But let us proceed with our scripture. It says in verse 20, And he said to him, Go back again; for what have I done to thee? 

    What Elijah had done was to cast his mantle upon him. It goes on, And he returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them  notice that, he killed the yoke of oxen; they are his property and he is quite right to use that property for a good purpose  he ... killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave to the people, and they ate. And he arose and went after Elijah, and ministered to him. Now all is clear; and it ought to be instructive to every one of us as to what we should do in similar tests. Elisha is corrected; instead of going back to his father and mother, it says he turned. Elijah said, Go back again; he is challenging the spiritual discernment of Elisha and we see that Elisha came to the right viewpoint. The whole position is now clear, the testimony of God is clear, and the work of God is going on properly. Elisha is serving Elijah; instead of going back and kissing his father and mother, he is serving Elijah. I think it is wonderful to notice all these things. He is serving Elijah and the oxen and the ploughing instruments are just material that can be left. They do not belong to the testimony at all; they can be left. The point is Elijah and Elisha; Elisha is following Elijah and ministering to him. 

    FKCWhat is involved in ministering to Elijah? 

    JTWell, ministering is serving the Lord; if Elijah needs anything in a material sense Elisha would give it to him, if he has it to give. 

    FKCDo you think that Luke ministered in that way, as being called into the service at Troas? The apostle speaks of him as Luke, the beloved physician (Colossians 4:14). He seems to be always near to Paul and I wondered whether he ministered on that line? I was thinking of the need of those who minister many a time, the need for support and encouragement. 

    JTWhatever it be, if they need anything, give it to them. That is what I think. That is to say Elisha would do anything that Elijah might need. He poured water on the hands of Elijah, he did that to refresh him; Elijah would be refreshed by that. But now we might come to our second scripture beginning with verse 9 of 2 Kings 2, And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. Notice that, dear brethren, Elijah is going to be taken up and he knows it; and so are we all going to be taken up, and we know it, or at least we should know it. Elishas answer is to ask for a double portion of Elijahs spirit, but he says to him, Thou hast asked a hard thing. He is asking a hard thing from Elijah in wanting to get a double portion of his spirit, but it was a good thing and a right thing; he is now doing what is right. So Elijah says, If thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be so. I think what is for the brethren in all this is to enquire whether we see things, whether we see what is current in a spiritual way. Many stay at home and have no interest in what is happening; they do not see the things that are happening. The word to Elisha is, If thou see me ... it shall be so. So it is that if we are not present when things are happening we are going to lose. We might as well accept it that we are going to lose. 

    BPAs Thomas did in John 20; he missed the first appearing of the Lord, but he got the second appearing. 

    JTQuite so, I hope all hear that. So Elisha says, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me; that is a double portion of the prophets spirit. That is to say, we have the Spirit, and we might say we have a firstborns portion; the assembly has the Spirit of God in that special way. Each of us in the assembly has the Spirit in a full way, whereas those in a coming day will not have the Spirit as we have Him. We have to understand that the Spirit will not be so freely given in their day as in our day; we are in the day of the free gift of the Holy Spirit. Johns gospel is full of it, that the Spirit is given freely to us now; John 7 tells us that. The question now is whether we have arrived at it, and whether we are present at the meetings so that we can see what is happening. So Elijah says, Thou hast asked a hard thing. Then it says they talked, notice that; the two prophets talked together; and then behold, Elijah is gone and Elisha is here! But he saw Elijah go, and he cried, My father, my father! and then he takes up Elijahs mantle. He takes hold of his own garments and rends them; his whole attitude is changed, according to verses 13 and 14 he is now in entire accord with Elijah. He has got Elijahs garment and he has the same power as Elijah. That is what we have; the whole power of God is in the assembly, and we want to be in it and of it, not to be left out of it. 

    AHIs this an advance on getting free from business and natural links? He is now prepared to dispense with his own garment. 

    JTThat is the suggestion, I am sure; we have to let everything go for the sake of the testimony. 

    SMcCWe cannot over-emphasise the fact that the power is here. In the early days among us some brother was saying that everything is at the right hand of God; but it was stressed that the Spirit of God is here. 

    JTThat is good; there is not only power at the right hand of God, it is down here too. So that before the Lord Jesus went up into heaven He said, If I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you (John 16:7); but He did go up, and the Spirit came to us. The Lord said the Father would send Him to us and the point we now have to get is that the Spirit is here. Christ is at the right hand of God, but the Spirit is here, sent by Christ, and we want to use the Spirit, to make use of Him, so that there is evidence of Gods holy will being done. That is what Elisha wanted, and Elijah said, You will get it if you see me taken up. If we attend the meetings and are with the brethren, things will be ready for us, available for us. But if we are absent  and that is our own business  it is pretty certain we shall not get things. 

    QuesYou were referring a moment ago to the power that marked Elisha. Would there be anything, do you think, in the moral journey that preceded Elijahs rapture, the journey from Gilgal to Bethel, and then to Jericho and on to the Jordan, as laying the basis in his soul for the Spirit to be free to work? 

    JTI thoroughly go with that. 

    ABHe says here, My father, my father! a very positive statement of relationship, of the spiritual link, not the natural. 

    JTQuite so, a beautiful word denoting fatherly, family relations; a beautiful illustration of family relations. Is that on your mind? 

    ABYes, indeed. And, going back to the union matter again, I have been impressed with what you have been saying, because I can see the tendency with many of us is to connive with the union in regard to a way out. But I feel impressed by what has been said in regard to the union being part of the apostasy, and therefore we should have no dealings with them whatever. If we are employees our relationship lies with the employer. 

    JTQuite so. 

    RemYou stressed in your opening remarks the cumulative aspect of the ministry in what is said and done. I was thinking of the importance of the doing as well as the saying in Elishas history. 

    JTQuite so; and in the next incident (verses 15 - 18) we see that Elisha missed the point. He did well up to this moment but he missed the point in accepting what these fifty men said. He is swayed by them but what they said was not right; he knew it was not right, but he did what they said. He was wrong in that. These are the points in which we have to learn; we are not to give way even if the brethren are all saying certain things that may be wrong. It is a question of being right. There is one thing we have to follow: that is righteousness. That is the one great thing we are to follow. Giving way to the brethren because there are fifty of them is not right; we want to be sure that what the fifty are doing is quite right. It may be wrong. Elisha knew it was wrong; he said afterward, Did I not say to you, Go not? But then he should not have allowed them to go. The whole thing is to stand by the truth, and not to give way even though fifty persons are saying something different. 
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    1 Kings 19: 1 - 21

    JTWe should all be reminded of what we have had already, beginning with chapter 17 of this book. The history of christendom enters into it, and we have to consider here what is about to be, we might say, set aside. A servant known to us in this country fifty years ago, Mr. Revell, a man whom God used much, referred to this incident, saying that Elijah went to Horeb and resigned his commission. A remarkable thing that that should be said of a great servant of Jehovah. That is what we see in this chapter. So, Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and in detail how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. And Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So do the gods to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time! And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life. That is a very humbling thing to have to read of a great servant, that he fled for his life  fled from the threat of a woman, Jezebel. It seems to me that Jezebel represents an evil element. It needs to be considered by us, in view of the perusal of this book, what we have to contend with in the service of God in these times, that a woman should become the head of a movement of the enemy to overcome the servant of the Lord. Any one of us who has a little service to do must see to it that he does it, and does it well. We have to look at this chapter and we see how Elijah fled for his life. God had power; but Elijah flees for his life. He was afraid he would lose his life. So it says, Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So do the gods to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time! And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life. Why should he be afraid of a woman? but he was. That is a word for all of us who have any little thing to do for the Lord. We must not be afraid, Be strong and very courageous. We have to say that he fled; he was afraid at this time. It says he went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba. Beer-sheba should have reminded him of the faithfulness of God. So it says, which belongs to Judah. That ought to remind him that things are stable, but he fled for his life nevertheless. It says, and left his servant there. And he himself went a days journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a certain broom-bush, and requested for himself that he might die. He loses courage, which is a matter to be seen to by every one of us, that we do not give up our courage. He said, It is enough, now, Jehovah, take my life; for I am not better than my fathers. That was not much. And he lay down and slept under the broom-bush. And behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down again. And the angel of Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. Very touching, how God is thinking of his servant! He thinks of His servants in their weakness and their failures. He is thinking of us, those of us who serve, And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. He is brought directly in touch with God Himself now. It says, And there he went into a cave, and lodged there. He had time to reflect on what had been going on, what he had been doing. God is sure to challenge us if we are unfaithful in the least degree. He loves us too much to give us up. 

    JMcKThe word is faithful and worthy of all acceptation; for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe. 

    JTA beautiful passage. Then there is that other passage, He does not allow you to be tempted above what ye are able to bear. A very comforting thought. 

    HBPaul says in Acts 20, I make no account of my life as dear to myself, so that I finish my course. 

    JTI make no account of my life. He was not like Elijah. 

    CCTThe message is to Joshua to be strong. 

    JTThat is very important, read it. 

    CCTNone shall be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life. And then, Only be strong and very courageous, that thou mayest take heed to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded thee, Joshua 1: 5, 7. 

    JTThe thing has to be done; let it be done and done well; that is a word for us. 

    RWSWhat does that correspond with in our day? 

    JTIt is for those of us who in any way are able to serve, that we would not give up but go on. We have already quoted the saying from one of the Lords servants, Go on, go on, go on. That is the word in service, Go on. Elijah gave up. He fled for his life. Why should he flee for his life? The Lord Jesus laid down His life for His enemies. 

    APFor God has not given us a spirit of cowardice. 

    HKShould such a man as I flee?, Nehemiah 6: 11. 

    JTJust so, very good. 

    CCTWould it bring out the perfection of the Lord Jesus Christ in His service? 

    SThere is a great contrast between Elijahs prayer in chapter 18 and here. There it was a question of God and the glory of God, and here it is a request for himself. In one he had God before him, and here himself. 

    JTThere are many here today who are able to serve, and go forward in courage in the service, not only having ability. The word is, Go on in service, do not give up. 

    ABThe word to Paul in relation to Corinth in Acts 18 was, And the Lord said by vision in the night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; because I am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee. There is not only the value of the life of Paul to divine Persons, but its value to the saints according to Romans 16, where he says, Who for my life staked their own neck. 

    JTVery good, I wanted to get that in. It is one of the most striking passages confirming what we have been saying. 

    ABWould this be maintenance in divine service? 

    JTThe word maintenance we have in chapter 17. The Lord promised maintenance for Elijah. A certain widow woman was to maintain him there. 

    WCI have stood firm unto this day. 

    JTVery good. 

    JKIn the scripture in Samuel in connection with David at the time of Ziklag, it says he strengthened himself in God. Is it a question of the knowledge of God Himself that carries us through? 

    JTOf course, we had David last night, as well as Abraham and Paul as illustrative. They, of course, are not equal to Christ; they are not divine Persons. 

    JKIf we all knew God in a greater way we would move in life in a greater way. 

    JTI think Paul is given to us as a peculiar illustration. Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ. It is most stimulating. 

    RWSAre you viewing Jezebel as the great system of christendom, how it might intimidate the saints? 

    JTShe illustrates evil in our times, Jezebel. She will change your mind. She represents both the Romish and communistic elements. They are both evil and supported by the devil. I am saying that as quite conscious that one might be spoken to about it, but it is quite right. 

    AHShe calls herself a queen and says, I am not a widow. 

    JTWill you be kind enough to read that. That is the thing that we have to deal with in this country. 

    WCBecause she says in her heart, I sit a queen, and I am not a widow; and I shall in no wise see grief, for this reason in one day shall her plagues come, death and grief and famine, and she shall be burnt with fire; for strong is the Lord God who has judged her. And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication, and lived luxuriously with her. 

    JTPardon me. It was recalled yesterday that the church in that day was all but destroyed and we ought to keep that in mind, what has come through that system. Now Russia has become the counterpart of it. She is pursuing the idea of communism. That is the great danger at the present time, what she is advocating. 

    WC... shall weep and wail over her, when they see the smoke of her burning, standing afar off, through fear of her torment, saying, Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! for in one hour thy judgment is come. And the merchants of the earth weep and grieve over her, because no one buys their lading any more; lading of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and pearl, and fine linen. 

    JTFinery involved in all this. 

    WC... and purple and silk, and scarlet dye, and all thyine wood, and every article in ivory, and every article in most precious wood, and in brass, and in iron, and in marble, and cinnamon, and amomum, and incense, ... and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and cattle, and sheep, and of horses, and of chariots, and of bodies, and souls of men. 

    JTBodies, and souls of men! 

    WC... And the ripe fruits which were the lust of thy soul have departed from thee, and all fair and splendid things have perished from thee, and they shall not find them any more at all. The merchants of these things, who had been enriched through her, shall stand afar off through fear of her torment, weeping and grieving, saying, Woe, woe, the great city, which was clothed with fine linen and purple and scarlet, and had ornaments of gold and precious stones and pearls! for in one hour so great riches has been made desolate. And every steersman, and every one who sailed to any place, and sailors, and all who exercise their calling on the sea, stood afar off, and cried, seeing the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like to the great city? and cast dust upon their heads, and cried, weeping and grieving, saying, Woe, woe, the great city in which all that had ships in the sea were enriched through her costliness! for in one hour she has been made desolate. Rejoice over her, heaven, and ye saints and apostles and prophets; for God has judged your judgment upon her. And a strong angel took up a stone as a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall Babylon the great city be cast down, and shall be found no more at all; and voice of harp-singers and musicians and flute-players and trumpeters shall not be heard any more at all in thee, and no artificer of any art shall be found any more at all in thee, and voice of millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee, and light of lamp shall shine no more at all in thee, and voice of bridegroom and bride shall be heard no more at all in thee; for thy merchants were the great ones of the earth; for by thy sorcery have all the nations been deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all the slain upon the earth. 

    JTAll this dates back to the French Revolution and the elements of world domination that were promoted, then in Germany and now passed on to Russia. We should know how to compose ourselves in the presence of them and how to keep ourselves, and this great city called Babylon is just what is found in Europe and its outgoings and the great answer to it is the truth of the assembly, and it is to be revived and God is going on with it until we are taken up to heaven. The Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangels voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them. We should expect it at any moment and we should be ready for it and we should be with God about these things. 

    SMcCWhat you are saying is extremely interesting in relation to that to which you now draw attention. You then view communism as having a definite place in the protracted scale. 

    JTAnd Germany has taken it on and now Russia. You are rightly referring to the book of Mr. Darbys on Revelation involving all that we have said about Babylon. 

    SMcCAnd according to what you are saying communism has a definite place in the protracted scale in relation to the assembly. 

    JTSo we see in these comments what we have to deal with, we who seek to keep the truth of the assembly, and maintain the principles of the assembly. 

    ADSIn verse 20 the language is very significant, for God has judged your judgment upon her. So that at the present moment we should have a judgment. 

    JTVery good. 

    RWSAll this bears upon the relative weakness of the meetings in Europe. It is only in comparatively recent years that the brethren on the Continent are moving in the current of the truth generally, the brethren in France and Germany. What would you say about that? 

    JTI think Satan has wrought in both doubtless, but God is working in the brethren in relation to the truth. These meetings are a great help. They come frequently, there are thirty, as I recall, of these meetings, and God is in them in a most remarkable way. 

    SMcCYou made a statement at the beginning of World War II that I think was prophetic, that no dictator which arises in the Spirits day shall survive. Should that not be a comfort to us in the great matter of communism? 

    JTGod has judged your judgment upon her, your judgment, our judgment. Today God is doing it. He is doing it constantly. 

    AHIs that what we have here. Elijah had his judgment as has been seen in chapter 18, which was really Gods judgment, but the system is overawing him now? 

    JTHe had a judgment when he was slaying the prophets. 

    LESDo you think in the book of Zechariah you have reference to all this? In chapter 5 it says, And the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. And I said, What is it? And he said, This is the ephah that goeth forth. And he said, This is their resemblance in all the land. And behold, there was lifted up a round plate of lead; and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst ... 

    J.T. Look at it, a woman! 

    LES... of the ephah. And he said, This is Wickedness; and he cast her into the midst of the ephah. 

    JTThis is Wickedness, think of it! Proceed please. 

    LES... and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. And I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; and they had wings like the wings of a stork; and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heavens. And I said to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these carry the ephah? And he said unto me, To build it a house in the land of Shinar; and it shall be established, and set there upon its own base. 

    JTVery good  on its own base. I think if you can help us further it would be good. 

    LESWhat I had in mind was the chapter we have read in Revelation 18 and what you referred to yesterday. Romanism and communism  not only one woman, but two women, filling out the idea of Babylon. 

    JTI am thankful for your saying that. You are accustomed to those prophetic scriptures and what we need is a knowledge of prophetic scriptures at the present time. I am speaking generally; if you unfold it among the brethren you will do good service. It is a question of what opportunity the Lord will give the brethren who will open up the truth and there are those among us who are able to do it and they should get opportunity to do it. 

    JMcKWould you not say there is great need for us to become more conversant with the Scriptures relative to these things? I would like to read a verse in Romans 8: 31, What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who against us? He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?. Then in verse 35, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? According as it is written, For thy sake we are put to death all the day long; we have been reckoned as sheep for slaughter. But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

    JTThank you very much, that bears on what we have been saying. I want to again appeal to the brethren to read the Scriptures themselves carefully and prayerfully and read with them the Collected Writings, so as to get the full meaning from all that is available to us. 

    SMcCReferring to 1 Kings 18, there should be no thought entertained in the mind of a servant whom God is honouring of stepping aside to make room for another. 

    JTI think it is important what you have said as to the thought of resigning. There should be no such thought in anyones mind. You sometimes hear, He should give up and make way for others. If he is able to do the work he should do it. God would say, Go on, go on, and I want the brethren to think of it, to go on faithfully and patiently to the end. 

    CCTFinish my course, that would be the idea. 

    JTFinish the course. 

    VLThe authority of the truth is peculiarly needed to offset the spurious authority. Anyone that serves should do so in full authority as coming from the presence of God, so that the spurious authority of Rome is offset. 

    JTGreater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. 

    RWSWas not that the point in Revelation, she who calls herself prophetess, and she teaches and leads astray my servants, designed to lead astray the servants? 

    JTHow many have been led astray! Look at christendom! One does not want to give names. Think of the apostasy that began making way for evil by men who ought to be doing good. We thank God for one; we all quote Mr. Darby. How faithfully he went on and went on in the truth and lived to be eighty-two years old, an example for all, old and young. 

    SMcCHe did not resign; he went on. 

    JTJust so. He kept his job. Many have resigned and gone into other things. 

    SMcCIt is not only the servant, but all the saints should have it in mind each to keep his job. 

    JLFDo you think the apostle Paul had this in mind when he said, I therefore thus run, as not uncertainly; so I combat, as not beating the air? 

    JTJust so, I am glad you read that, it is plainly on the point we are dealing with. Please read some more. 

    JLFKnow ye not that they who run in the race-course run all, but one receives the prize? Thus run in order they ye may obtain. But every one that contends for a prize is temperate in all things, they then indeed that they may receive a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. I therefore thus run, as not uncertainly; so I combat, as not beating the air. But I buffet my body, and lead it captive, lest after having preached to others I should be myself rejected. I thought the apostle accepted the responsibility through exercise of keeping in accord with the position. 

    JTVery good. 

    RWSI wanted assurance as to communism now. Are you assured that communism will be contained as long as the Spirit and the church are here below? 

    JTIt is a question of apostasy. If you will read in 2 Thessalonians 2, because it deals directly with it. 

    WCNow we beg you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, nor troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as if it were by us, as that the day of the Lord is present. Let not any one deceive you in any manner, because it will not be unless the apostasy have first come, and the man of sin have been revealed, the son of perdition; who opposes and exalts himself on high against all called God, or object of veneration; so that he himself sits down in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. Do ye not remember that, being yet with you, I said these things to you? And now ye know that which restrains, that he should be revealed in his own time. For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only there is he who restrains now until he be gone, and then the lawless one shall be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming; whose coming is according to the working of Satan in all power and signs and wonders of falsehood, and in all deceit of unrighteousness to them that perish, because they have not received the love of the truth that they might be saved. And for this reason God sends to them a working of error. 

    J.T. Look at that! 

    WC... that they should believe what is false, that all might be judged who have not believed the truth, but have found pleasure in unrighteousness. But we ought to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, that God has chosen you from the beginning to salvation in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, whereto he has called you by our glad tidings, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, stand firm, and hold fast the instructions which ye have been taught, whether by word or by our letter. But our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us, and given us eternal consolation and good hope by grace, encourage your hearts, and establish you in every good work and word. 

    JTI might venture to say here, I have been looking for an opportunity to call attention to the prophetic word; it is for the brethren to take it on and look into it and be ready for the Lords coming. It is imminent and He is looking for us to be ready, and He is keeping us constantly on the thought of the assembly, the full idea of the assembly. 

    AHLinking on with Zechariah 4. 

    JTYou might read that, added to what we have already had. 

    WCAnd the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I see, and behold, a lamp-stand all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and its seven lamps thereon, seven lamps and seven pipes to the lamps, which are upon the top thereof; and two olive-trees beside it, one on the right of the bowl, and the other on the left of it. And I answered and spoke to the angel that talked with me, saying, what are these, my lord? And the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these are? And I said, No, my lord. And he answered and spoke unto me, saying, This is the word of Jehovah unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts .... 

    JTThat is the word of Jehovah. 

    WCWho art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou dost become a plain; and he shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; and his hands shall finish it, and thou shalt know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small things? Yea, they shall rejoice  even those seven  and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel: these are the eyes of Jehovah, which run to and fro in the whole earth. And I answered and said unto him, What are these two olive-trees on the right of the lamp-stand and on its left? And I answered the second time and said unto him, What are the two olive-branches which are beside the two golden tubes that empty the gold out of themselves? And he spoke to me, saying, Knowest thou not what these are? And I said, No, my lord. And he said, These are the two sons of oil, that stand before the Lord of the whole earth. 

    JTThe Spirit of God is the point, and I think that we might proceed with our subject the remainder of the time. 

    ADSIn relation to the apostasy, you spoke of two features. Is the one political and the other religious? You have been speaking of communism, where does the religious side come in? 

    JTIt is centred in Rome. It has always been there. It came out during the Reformation. Germany gave way and Great Britain and now it is extended to the west. That is the position, and that is what we are dealing with just now at this meeting. Communism is extending out to the satellites in the East. They are all there and Russia, four hundred million people; we have to be ready to contend with all that. 

    SMcCIn your mind do you regard the thought of communism as being held from breaking forth into universal dominion as long as the church is here? 

    JTI think Russia has to give way. This country is against her, thank God for that, and Britain is. It is a question of what God may allow and permit. We have got the principles handed down. 

    SMcCAnd what the assembly is, and in itself it is magnified in the general line of your ministry to today and yesterday. 

    JTIt would challenge us in that simple way, What doest thou here? What are we doing here? We are here in the Lords service, and how many are not in it and yet they are christians? It is a challenge to us. God had his reserve man who could take the place of Elijah, and God kept on with Elijah, too, but He also took on Elisha. 

    RHWhat is the point of the food provided by Jehovah for Elijah? Verse 5, An angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down again. And the angel of Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 

    JTGod has provided enough, bread and water, that would enable a man to live. God is doing that. Man will not die on that. God is faithful, and He will do what is needed in the way of food. We may not get all that we might wish. God gives enough to keep us alive, I think that is the idea, enough to keep a man alive in Gods service. 

    CCTIs that why we need the instruction in these verses? We are told to hold fast the instruction. Could that be the thought, we are receiving instruction as to these matters before us as to Russia and other matters? 

    JTJust so. 

    RHI was thinking about the continuance of the service. We cannot live on service, we need food. 

    JTWe have the food here, bread and water. Elijah lives on that forty days and forty nights and came to Horeb. And he proposed to Jehovah that he might die. He can live, God is ready to make him live. And so it says, Ye shall live. Dry bones can be made to live according to Ezekiel 37. 

    EJMElijah having been supplied with this food it says he went in the strength of the food. 

    JTVery good. It strengthened him, even though a very poor fare, but enough to live on to carry on the work of the Lord. 

    EJMI was wondering if the passage in 2 Thessalonians 3: 5, the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of the Christ, would help. 

    J.T. What provision! 

    EJMNot exactly the power of God, but the love of God, who never allows us to go into anything contrary to his love. 

    JTQuite so. 

    ADSThis is a very touching matter, this matter of the Lord taking account of his failing servant and giving him food, I am connecting it with John 21, 

    where Peter says, I go to fish, and culminating in the matter of the Lord being made known to them, and Jesus says to them, Come and dine. 

    JTI was just waiting for that, Come and dine. Not a pittance, but a dinner, a first-rate dinner. 

    ADSBut none dared inquire of Him, Who art Thou, for they knew it was Jesus. 

    JTHe provided a dinner for them, a full fare, a first-rate dinner, Come and dine, He says. The Lord did that. 
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    THE ANOINTING (5) (JT 81)

    1 Samuel 2:10; 1 Samuel 16: 11 - 13; 1 Kings 19: 15 - 18

    JTIt is hoped that through this book of 1 Samuel the Lord will add much to our subject, especially as we have Christ in mind as King; and then in 1 Kings it is in mind to touch on the idea of the anointing of prophets. We have seen Christ in the gospels anointed in relation to the preaching, and in Acts 10 anointed by God in relation to His general service, and God being with Him in that service. Then we have had the general thought of the anointing of the saints and how we come into it, and the assembly viewed as anointed in the types of the tabernacle and of the priesthood. So what remains is what enters into these scriptures that we have read, that is the king and the prophets. Inasmuch as the saints are regarded as kings there will be a reference necessarily to us in that capacity; but 1 Samuel will also afford opportunity to bring in the general position of ministry yielding fruits as seen in Hannah and Abigail. Hannah alludes to the anointing in a very significant way in her prophetic message as she says, Jehovah will judge the ends of the earth; and he will give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed. In the phrase, his anointed. David was undoubtedly in mind as a type of Christ, and the Spirit of God stresses his personal appearance as entering into his qualifications for the anointing. That is perhaps additional to anything we have had in mind so far. 

    As to Abigail, she comes in after Samuel, a prophet of God, dies. He is a great minister in the book and clearly she has profited by his ministry because she corresponds with David femininely. This will profitably come in for review, and I should like to remark that the feminine side is really the product of ministry, for clearly Abigail is the product of Samuels ministry. She was informed of David, although not necessarily acquainted with him personally, and she had the mind of God about him as the anointed so that she speaks of him in chapter 25 as bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God, as she says, because my lord fights the battles of Jehovah, and evil has not been found in thee all thy days. And if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God. Thus she has a clear view of David and she is introduced in the chapter as bearing a correspondence to him in a personal sense, as verse 3 says, The woman was of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance. The understanding would allude to what was of God in the ministry at the time, chiefly through Samuel, so that there is a certain richness in this connection which the Lord brings before us as obtainable at the present time and the anointing is in line with it in view of results for God. 

    LESHow would the thought of judging come in in relation to the anointing: Jehovah will judge the ends of the earth? 

    JTI suppose it shows the wide outlook the prophetess had, if we can speak of Hannah in that way in relation to the whole of her word. Among other things she said, My heart exulteth in Jehovah, my horn is lifted up in Jehovah, and later, For Jehovah is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed, and further, Jehovah killeth, and maketh alive; he bringeth down to Sheol, and bringeth up. Jehovah maketh poor, and maketh rich, he bringeth low, also he lifteth up, he raiseth up the poor out of the dust; from the dung-hill he lifteth up the needy, to set him among nobles; and he maketh them inherit a throne of glory; for the pillars of the earth are Jehovahs, and he hath set the world upon them. He keepeth the feet of his saints, but the wicked are silenced in darkness; for by strength shall no man prevail. They that strive with Jehovah shall be broken to pieces; in the heavens will he thunder upon them. Jehovah will judge the ends of the earth; and he will give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed. So that what you refer to would seem to be included in a very wide range of thought, including the pillars of the earth and the fact that He had set the world upon them; and that is the habitable earth according to the note, so that it is not only Israel that is in mind. Hannah had a wide outlook therefore, and she would include the whole position of Gods operations and feel the need of judgment in the ends of the earth, its extreme limits. 

    QuesIs there a suggestion in Abigail of the result of this stabilising effect prefigured in the pillars? Her knowing David as the prevailer, and being strengthened by God against the elements set out in Nabal might be suggestive of our knowing Christ as the Prevailer and King in the presence of the elements around that are opposed. 

    JTIn that light the repudiating of her husband is an element that is important because we are to repudiate natural links if they have turned away from God. 

    QuesWould the words of king Lemuel help? It is not for kings, Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, Proverbs 31: 4. 

    JTThat idea is seen in Abigail and I think she has thus to be viewed as a product of ministry. Christ as typified in David, the anointed of God, is said to be ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance. He manifests the vigour of life, and Abigail does so too. Saul would represent the opposite, the want of freshness and vigour; he was a big man, but David was taken up because of the evidence of life in him. And so with Abigail, she comes in as replacing Samuel in a sense, being connected with his death, but as a product of his ministry. She refuses her husband and designates why. 

    QuesAre you thinking of the husband now as the public position and David as the link with Christ? Samuel seems to be the last public link between God and the people. 

    JTAbigail takes the place of the assembly, the espoused of Christ, corresponding to Him in life over against the system and those in it, so that Saul is just called a man by her. The position, therefore, is held in the vigour of life both in Hannah and in Abigail. The book began with Hannah forecasting the same thing, bringing out the prophetic spirit in a woman. She spoke of the anointing of God, and the whole book becomes one of the most prolific in our subject especially in view of current conditions on the earth. What a need there is for David, that is Christ, that we might have the thought of the assembly in this aspect! Great difficulties will then be overcome as to Saul and Nabal. Nabal is still the nominal husband and Saul is still the nominal king but there are great prospects of victory because of the vigour of life connected with the anointing. 

    ABWhat is the suggestion in, He will give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed? 

    JTThe horn is a symbol of power and so the thought of progress increases in the thought of kingly power, the horn of the anointed one. 

    EIEYou were saying that the prophetic thought and priesthood are both in view here in Hannah. 

    JTWhat is your thought of the priesthood in her? 

    EIEI thought her language would give that idea. 

    JTShe clearly had prayer in mind and prayer represents priesthood. She had prayed previously but her voice had not been heard, only her lips moved. Similarly the servant of Abraham prayed in his heart, showing that one can pray without the voice being heard. She prayed and got a definite answer, but then what she says later is not exactly prayer, we might say it is prophetic. 

    JBWould Hannah be on the line of movement toward God in contrast to Eli? 

    JTShe is over against Eli and his house, so that Jehovah in His judgment of Eli reveals this to Samuel. What He speaks of is not yet the ends of the earth but judgment in His house and judgment must begin at the house of God; He has a definite judgment of Eli and tells it to Samuel. 

    JWDIs your thought that priesthood as seen in Hannah should be characteristic of us? 

    JTI was thinking of that. She is exceedingly interesting because from the outset she is an object of rivalry, a very bitter experience, and she has an outlet in prayer; it is all to promote the house of God. In her there is already displaying itself what is Gods objective to reach in Samuel, because Samuel is the fulness of his mother. 

    QuesDo the roots go back to the book of Ruth? Does the thought of anointing begin there and continue on in Hannah and go through her finally to David? Is that the sequence of the prophetic ministry? 

    JTWell, it runs through, quite so. One of the most suggestive thoughts is the proposal in Judges 9 to anoint a king over the trees. Very great partisan feeling was current, a leader was put forth and he only accepted the proposal because he was useless, he was a thorn bush, that was what Jothams parable taught. Such a one would oppose the anointing of God, for His anointing is not of a thorn bush; similarly Adonijah was supposed to be king, but Solomon was the Lords anointed. 

    SMcCThe fruit of Samuels ministry in Abigail is that she knows what to do and when to do it; and she has the means to do it, do you not think? 

    JTYes, that is good. Many have means to do good but no thought. The sacrifice Hannah took up to the house of God showed she had means, and certainly Abigail had means; she made use of plenty of the right kind of means. 

    RWhat is your thought of means, does it refer to spiritual qualities? 

    JTWell, that is what Mr. McC. would have in mind. 

    ANWYou spoke of Solomon being anointed over against Adonijah; would the idea be akin to Jehovah and ... his anointed in Psalm 2 as over against what is appointed by man? 

    JTQuite so. 

    JWDWould this line of thought help in exercises in our localities as to spiritual leadership, the anointing being connected with kingliness? 

    JTYes indeed. We have already mentioned the shout of a king and the thought is greatly enhanced by adding the anointing to it. What enters into that matter by contrast is what is becoming somewhat common in the world, to put up a leader that is replaceable by someone else, and Jothams parable suggests that no one would accept such a position but a useless brother. He gives a list of the persons who refused the crown and then Abimelech. Jothams brother, who had slain seventy of his brethren is symbolised in the thorn bush. That is the kind of man he was, he had nothing to leave, he was an idler. The others in the parable were well employed and each functioning in his own position as assigned to him by God. No one could yield sweetness like the fig, nor wine like the vine, and that is Gods ordering; each is set to function profitably for God and man. Why should I leave a profitable position like that? each one says; the only one that will do that is the thorn bush. So, as I was saying in regard of leadership, Gideon became a leader. He was very humble and disclaimed any power to deliver Israel, but God said, Go in this thy might, Judges 6: 14. He was like Agur in Proverbs who did not pretend to have any knowledge, but he did have knowledge. That is the kind of man needed; let him show his leadership by leading; a man is what he is, not what people make him. 

    RIs the thought of mutuality represented in the three who refused to reign? 

    JTThey rather represent the thought of obligation to God; they had a right judgment of the fact that God had constituted them just as they were and that men were trying to take them out of that position and put them into another, and that is what is all around us. But what christianity calls for and exemplifies is that there are leaders who lead, they know what to do and they do not wait for the brethren to put them into the position. 

    SMcCSo in 2 Samuel 5 it says, Even aforetime ... thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel. Even before he was king the leading was seen in David, before he was outwardly in the position. 

    JTThat is good and what confirms that is Joshua. Moses says in Numbers 27, Let Jehovah, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the assembly, who may go out before them, and who may come in before them, and who may lead them out, and who may bring them in. What is required is one who can move around among the brethren, that is the point, one personally known as to how he goes out and how he comes in. He is not a brother who stays out late at night and we do not know where he is; we know what he is doing and what his motives are and then how he leads the saints as God may constitute him to lead, as it says, who may lead them out, and who may bring them in. God said, We will take Joshua, he is a man with the Spirit and that is what is required. You cannot rightly say to a local brother, You take the lead today. Let God act, let a man show what he is. 

    LESMatthias, who filled the apostleship after Judas, had really come under the touch of the Lord in His coming in and going out. 

    JTHe was experienced in that sort of thing, and all the apostles had that experience, no doubt. 

    SMcCWhen leadership is on the arbitrary line the element of love is lacking. Of David it is said, All Israel and Judah loved David, but that is never said of Saul. 

    ANWThe thought might be further seen in Moses words, That the assembly of Jehovah be not as sheep that have no shepherd. 

    AIs there a point in the fact that Saul was anointed with a vial whereas David was anointed with a horn? 

    JTThere is a point in that. As to anointing Saul, the circumstances were very peculiar because he had not proved himself to be one who could bring the people of God in and out. Party leaders might lead them out but not in, the idea is to bring them back. 

    LESIs the idea of leadership seen in relation to the houses of Chloe and Stephanas over against the official leadership of others, the spiritual instincts of their houses recognising and discerning what was in Corinth? 

    JTYes, so that the house of such a leader would be crowned. Stephanas meaning crown; they addicted themselves to the saints for ministry. That is a good point in a spiritual brother; he is not looking for a crown but he has it already, not the kind of crown the brethren can give him but one which he has because a christian is crowned by the Lord and what could be better? So Paul says, Ourselves your bondmen for Jesus sake, 2 Corinthians 4: 5. 

    RReferring again to Saul, when he was going to the man of God he had nothing to give him. 

    JTWhich is very different from what we have just heard about Abigail who had plenty. She knew what to do and had the means but Saul had nothing and he did not even find the asses. 

    JBSo Paul speaks of Stephanas as having supplied what was lacking on the part of the Corinthians. 

    JTThat is good, they had something, what I have, this give I to thee, Acts 3: 6. 

    So Hannah affords a good start for us and then we come to David, as it has been remarked. Saul is anointed in chapter 10 and God shows that He did His best for him, but he failed. Something must be in the person himself and Saul failed very seriously, so that God anointed another in David; and, as has been remarked, Samuel had a vial to anoint Saul but for David he had a horn. When we come to Solomon it was a horn taken out of the tabernacle, showing that the character of the anointing is in mind in these cases. 

    QuesSaul represents the man risen up against David, but I wonder if you had anything in mind in connection with the feminine side used in connection with the adversary of Hannah? 

    JTIn Hannahs case there was a rival wife and it was a bitter experience; I suppose it would suggest the enemy endeavouring to hinder what was evident in her. Clearly she was a brave woman and the rivalry would enhance that and manifest it in her, so that in the end she succeeded, she triumphed! She said, My mouth is opened wide over mine enemies; for I rejoice in thy salvation. No doubt the Spirit of God would have us to understand that in the latter days there would be real enemies to the Messiah. 

    RemIt almost seems as though the beauty and excellence of the work of God is accentuated and developed by adverse elements in opposition. 

    JTHannahs contribution here to the service of God would have the last days in mind and it shows how she made the matter hers. There is no use in speaking of things abstractly; we must meet the situation. Abigail did that too, and David. 

    QuesIs a good deal of the opposition today and the difficulty in localities feminine in character, risen up and directed against the collective side of the position? It is not an attack against Christ or Pauls doctrine, but it has an adverse effect upon the brethren, the meeting, and the assembly in the locality. 

    JTI am glad you brought that up, because it is said that Mr. Darby used to enquire when difficulties arose, Who is she? in connection with the source of the trouble. 

    KIn Judges it says, In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. It was a critical condition and did Hannah feel this? 

    JTYes, that is it; Hannah is the deliverer, you might say, because Samuel is her fulness and she is the root of the matter; God is working through her. The devil is working through her adversary, another woman, but deliverance comes in through her and that is why she is so distinctive and triumphant in bringing in the anointed one. He is going to triumph, his horn will be lifted up. Let us keep to the idea of the anointing, not mans anointing but Gods anointing, because mans anointing is sure to fall to the ground and disappear, but in Gods anointing we see the idea of someone in whom He is working and there is triumph. 

    RemVerse 11 brings in the positive side of the position in the boy ministering to Jehovah in the presence of Eli the priest, as though her song rendered definite profitable results. 

    JTHe was wonderful for he ministered although things were difficult, like David who later led the people out and brought them in. It is difficult to proceed when there are others there who have the official place. 

    RDoes, that bring out that in a difficult day Hannah bridged the gap? 

    JTThat is the idea in the book, it is the remarkable history of how deliverance comes. As we said previously, whatever the circumstances may be, the great principle of christianity is reigning in life, and thus Hannah triumphs, and so does Abigail, in difficulties. That is what this book indicates  Hannah triumphing and David triumphing. Hannah had a rival woman in the house and Abigail had a churlish man; the man was a Calebite but that did not help; it was a question of what the man was in himself. 

    TSamuel was the result of great exercise in Hannah. 

    JTShe asked for him and he was thus a child of prayer; then she lends him to the Lord, a remarkable word! She says, in effect, I know I shall get him back, get him back in a far better way than I expect. 

    RSpeaking of feminine affection, it did not over-influence her when it came to caring for the boy because she gave him up. 

    JTIt meant sacrifice, but we can afford to lend all our things to the Lord. We can give them, but to lend is to suggest that they will be returned, and we get a good return. 

    JWDDo you think the quality of anointing connected with kingship suggests the Holy Spirit? 

    JTI think that is what is meant according to Exodus 30; the ingredients there point to Christ and come out here below; we are anointed with the Spirit of Christ. 

    JWDIn service do the features of life and the anointing connect with the presence of a divine Person as seen in Christ Himself? 

    JTQuite so. So that when we consider the character of the anointing in Sauls case it shows that it was not the real oil, nor was it in other anointings such as that suggested in the trees wanting to have a king; but when the horn is mentioned, then the Spirit of God has in mind the death of Christ. It was not a vial, which is a glass material, but a horn, and it was taken out of the tabernacle to anoint Solomon. That order of things must go through. In chapter 16 Jehovah said to Samuel, Fill thy horn with oil, fill it; it must have been in Samuels mind that it was a vessel to be used. 

    LESIs there a link with Ephesians, according to the power which works in us? 

    JTQuite so; and Paul had a horn in Acts 19, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed? That is suggestive of the anointing, and woe if you do not have it! And so it was through him that it came and he would have in mind the idea of the tabernacle. What they received and what the gentiles received generally was the same as what was received at Pentecost, so we have the same power as they had. Similarly when Peter and John went down to Samaria the Samaritans got the Spirit through them; that is, God uses servants mediately so that the Spirit may be given and the persons thus anointed. James says, Is any sick among you? that is, one of us, let him call to him the elders of the assembly, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord, but it is the prayer of faith shall heal the sick. He has been ill and not able to serve but if he is to be cured it is that he may continue in the testimony unimpaired. The elders have the oil, and they are of the assembly. 

    ANWWould you confine the baptism of the Spirit entirely to the Lord Himself? 

    JTWell, He is the One that baptises. God gives the Spirit, Christ gives the Spirit, and also the Spirit acts Himself and comes on people; but the apostles at Jerusalem had power so that the Spirit was received through them; and in the same way those at Ephesus got the Spirit through Paul. It is very suggestive as showing us how we are brought into the anointing; we must not throw these things aside, they have a purpose. 

    QuesWould you say that the apostle approached Corinth in the first nine verses of his epistle with his horn in his hand? 

    JTThey were wonderfully enriched by God, there was nothing lacking in gift, but from the subjective side there was a great defect and so Paul begins almost at once with the Spirit. He reminds them of divisions among them and speaks in a remarkable way of the Spirit of God in the second chapter; he shows them that we have the mind of Christ and brings out what the anointing is in regard to intelligence. 

    SMcCDo you think Samuels personality would enter into this matter of fill thy horn with oil, it being his horn? 

    JTDo you not think God is saying, You must wipe away your tears about Saul, do not mourn, we are going to lose that brother or sister but you cannot use the horn and go on with the tears? He says to him, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him ... ? God is not going to use a man like that and we must stop our groans; we are being occupied with one who has been usable, but is not now. God says, I have rejected him and you cannot use the horn of oil with that mind and those tears. 

    RemThe time to mourn is before Jehovah has rejected him. 

    JTQuite so, but now, Jehovah had definitely rejected him. 

    LESIn Corinthians it says, That the approved may become manifest among you, 1 Corinthians 11: 19. 

    JTPaul says, When your obedience shall have been fulfilled, when you stop mourning for the persons God has rejected you will not be looking on things after the outward appearance. His letters ... are weighty, these persons would say about Paul, but they would also say hard things about him, that his bodily presence was weak and his speech contemptible, and the Corinthians were listening to that; therefore he says, I do not want to deal with you but I will deal with those men when your obedience shall have been fulfilled. So here Saul is really dealt with in principle but not yet actually and Samuel must stop mourning about it. Saul was right in chapter 14 but in chapter 15 he was wrong and at the end of chapter 15 it says, Samuel saw Saul no more until the day of his death; for Samuel mourned over Saul; and Jehovah repented that he had made Saul king over Israel. Now He says to Samuel, You must stop mourning for Saul; it is a party feature to seek to carry on someone whom you have idolised and admired after God has rejected him; we must get someone else. Then God says, Fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. He did not even leave it to Samuel to determine which it was. He said, I will tell thee. It was a matter of rejecting those of Jesses sons who should not be king and God would say as each came forward, This one will not do. But Samuel thought differently, showing how hard it is to get away from party leaders. 

    LESPaul said to the Corinthians, Ye have reigned without us. 

    JTHere it was without Jehovah and with party leaders; so we come to verse 11, And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? The one who is to be king is less than the least of all saints; he is not aspiring to it but he is keeping the sheep. Jesse says, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep, a sort of sustaining touch. Joseph talked about the eleven bowing down to him and Jacob did not like it very well; Jacob was a spiritual man and so was Jesse but spiritual men get darkened in a matter like this; but Jesse mentioned the thing that qualified his youngest son, he is feeding the sheep. 

    ADoes David come in on the line of headship? It does not say he is caring for the sheep but he is feeding the sheep. 

    JTQuite so, which implies considerable knowledge. What the sheep should have he is supplying, And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. The father is being brought into the current; it is well to see people come around to the right thing. Well, God had been watching David and He was now going to make him something, so Jesse brought him in and then the Spirit of God says, He was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. There was no delay, the thing must be done at once, and it was done  a most beautiful picture! It is fine to see such a one come up when the brethren have been in the dark. God Himself takes the matter in hand so that when the person He is going to use comes into presence there is no mistake about it, he is the one. It is the first mention we have of David save as he is mentioned prophetically; but here he is, the beloved one! 

    ABSo we do not have any mourning now. It says in Isaiah 61: 3, in relation to the Lord, that He has given the oil of joy instead of mourning. 

    JTWe see how that enters into this; the scene is beautifully changed and we are told, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. There is no doubt about it and his own person shows it. 

    UOGIt says, Arise, so they must have sat down. 

    JTArise, quite so. They must have sat down but as he comes in he becomes the whole object and Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren, not in a private room but in the midst of his brethren. 

    TIt was quite different from Sauls anointing. 

    JTQuite so. And now for the few minutes that remain we might look at the anointing of Elisha. There is no record that Elisha would actually anoint, but there are three persons mentioned to be anointed by Elijah and they are each anointed to do just one thing; it is not a general idea. It is said, Jehovah said to him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus; and when thou comest, anoint Hazael king over Syria; and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint prophet in thy stead. And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay; and him that escapeth the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. That is what Jehovah said, so they are definitely anointed for judgment. Elishas slaying would be of a different character from that of the others, and he does not himself anoint anyone; it was one of the sons of the prophets that anointed Jehu. Each of these men was anointed for a specific purpose but the prophet was especially in mind because he was to take the place of the one spoken to and clearly there was to be moral quality with him. The prophet here is the main thought and so it is that he slays on that principle; that is his place. 

    RemThe last verse you had read suggests the reminder from God to Elijah that the reason for this replacement was the state of soul in himself. Elijah having said, I am left, I alone. 

    JTGod had someone in his stead and that would be to correct Elijah. God accepted his resignation and He proceeds to give him a wonderful outgoing, saying, as it were, You anoint these three men and adjust matters on the earth, and I will give you a wonderful outgoing. We get in 2 Kings what Elisha really was and how he slew people; it was by raising from the dead and changing conditions, making barren places fruitful and so forth, showing that we have to pursue the meaning of these words about slaying and not take them at first sight; we must see what is meant. 

    RemHannah says, Jehovah killeth, and maketh alive. 

    JTJust so. Surely the Shunammite womans son was made to die for a purpose, but he was made alive, for Elishas ministry was one of grace not judgment. 

    RWould you speak of Elishas ministry as being an evangelical ministry? 

    JTYes. 

    QuesWhat about the sword in his hand? How would that be reconciled in our minds as to the ministry of grace? 

    JTIt bears on what Romans teaches: If therefore thine enemy should hunger, feed him; if he should thirst, give him drink. A young brother was being taught by the clergy to take the sword and that Romans 13 meant that that was the only thing to do; to be prepared was not murder, and to kill a man on the battlefield was not murder. But the Lord said, My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my servants had fought. But they will not fight, the sword has to be put into its place. Romans 13 says about the government, It bears not the sword in vain; for it is Gods minister, an avenger for wrath to him that does evil, but Romans 12 says, If therefore thine enemy should hunger, feed him; if he should thirst, give him drink; for, so doing, thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head. That would be worse than using the sword if you made it literal; but if it is grace, the enemy is to bow his head to grace and he can be your enemy no more. 

    UOGThe Lords ministry goes still farther, Love your enemies. 

    JTQuite so, I am speaking now of the effect of the thing and how Scripture turns things around to mean what they do not seem to mean on first sight, and it is so about this matter of the sword. 

    JWDI think that is very interesting. I had not seen it that way, but really there could be no other way. 

    TThe fact that grace reigns does not mean that looseness is allowed; righteousness should be maintained. 

    JTIn Elishas ministry of grace there is an exception in regard to the forty-two children, but it was the bears that killed them; Elisha did not. 

    KWhen the Syrians came into the camp of the king of Israel he would have slain them with the sword but Elisha said, Give them food. 

    TUIs that grace reigning through righteousness? 

    JTJust so. 

    JBIn Luke it says, Let him sell his garment and buy a sword (chapter 22: 36). In Luke where grace shines out the Lord speaks of the sword. 

    JTThat is to be understood on the same principle, it should not be taken literally. What does the Lord mean? He speaks in parables sometimes and parables often hide the truth, so that we must learn to understand; He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. The ordinary man does not understand and that greatly enlarges the difficulties which we have to contend with. The men that our boys in the army have to meet are worldly men; they do not understand that he that has no sword does not need to buy one for protection; Peter took the sword and took off the ear of the priests servant, but the Lord would say, That is not what I mean. The Lord meant that the two swords they had were adequate testimony to what He was saying and for the moment they were to be without protection. He says, Put that back into its place, you are misunderstanding what I said. 

    JWDI suppose buying it would relate to ourselves in Matthew 18; we take the sword in that sense in our care meetings; it brings life out of death. 

    JTQuite so, if one is seeking recovery. 

    ABIn Luke the Lord is ministering in relation to the state of the disciples and they are exposed in the one taking the sword; we learn from that instance that they did not understand what the Lord had in mind. 

    JTIt is like a little sign hung out, that the Lord is passing from one dispensation to another and we must understand what He is saying. 

    QuesWhen He says, It is enough, is it the result of disappointment on His side? In the ordinary sense two would not be enough. 

    JTQuite so. The Lord would say, Understand what I am saying about the sword. 

    GWThe word of truth is really the sword. Does it involve the right use of the Scriptures? 

    JTThat is what they had to learn, and Paul had to learn it too. A brother once said that when you come into the meeting you hang up your sword with your coat. That is a mistake because you may find an enemy inside. Do not hang it up with your coat, carry it along  the sword of the Spirit. 

    ABFor the arms of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful according to God, 2 Corinthians 10: 4. 
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    HOW GOD MAINTAINS THE CHARACTER OF THE DISPENSATION (JT 82)

    1 Kings 19: 12 - 21

    The Lord refers to the prophets Elijah and Elisha at the beginning of His ministry in Luke. They evidently represent the ministry of the prophets as a whole, that is, the patience of God. In Elijah we see that even if an honoured servant or a number of servants break down, the service that God renders to His people proceeds. Ahab was king and Jezebel was queen in Samaria. Jezebel had succeeded in causing Elijah to flee. God nevertheless takes up Ahab and gives him a most signal victory. I think the situation as it stands illustrates how God maintains the character of the dispensation. Although Elijah thought he was the only one here we have in chapter 20: 13 a prophet available to the Lord for the declaration of His mind. Many are not distinguished by name but are available to God. There are those who are obscure. God knows them and carries on His work unhampered, And behold, a prophet drew near to Ahab king of Israel, 1 Kings 20: 13. Just a prophet. Elijah himself stands out as representing the prophetic service and the facts connected with his ministry bring out the faithfulness and patience of God. He is not dependent on any one; the work proceeds. What you see in the breakdown of Elijah is that God is attending to him too as well as looking after Ahab and His people. God gives Elijah two breakfasts in one morning. God would show the bountifulness of His provision. The two breakfasts were sufficient to carry him forty days to Mount Horeb showing the wonderful patience of God and His attention to His people in carrying on His service. He can use even an Ahab and nameless servants in the provinces are available to God for this great victory: By the servants of the princes of the provinces, 1 Kings 20: 14. Led by Ahab a marvellous victory is accomplished by God Himself, not by the faithfulness, righteousness or holiness of the king. There is nothing said of the young men God uses. He was thinking of His people. He never gives up His love for them. 

    Jehovahs voice was not in the things mentioned, the wind, the earthquake or the fire (verses 11, 12). Jehovah was there in the character of the soft gentle voice; but it was unmistakably the voice of God. The attention paid to Elijah himself reminds us of the wonderful thoughtfulness of God for those who serve Him. How fair He is and how considerate! Elijah went for his life and came to Beersheba in Judah and left his servant there (verse 3). Beersheba strictly belonged to Simeon but passed back into Judahs hands; it represented the faithfulness of God, the well of the oath. Had Elijah been energised by faith he would have stayed there. Those who serve ought to be specially encouraged. He passed by and left behind the faithfulness of God, yet God takes care of him. Jehovah, take my life (verse 4); And behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! ... At his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down again. And the angel of Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God (verses 4 - 8). This is particularly what those who serve can count on. The consideration of God for those who serve is very encouraging. The angel of Jehovah spoke not once, but twice. The second time is an added testimony to Gods care. In waiting for it you get what supports, he went in the strength of that food to Mount Horeb. He was just going to resign his commission. Moses received his commission, but did not want to go. There is a tendency with us to receive our commission and not go. God says, I will enable you to go. He had passed Beersheba and said, Take my life. Jehovah meets him in this wonderful way and strengthens him by this food to go to Horeb. God as it were says, You are passing back seals of office, but the kings government must go on. You can reckon on God at Horeb; you are going back to the beginning. God met His servant there, for it was weakness, not will, with Elijah. God had begun at Horeb, and He would indicate to Elijah that He was not giving up. God says I will accept your resignation but the kings government must go on; the dispensation must be maintained. I have plenty of power at My disposal. He causes all those things to pass before Elijah (verses 11 - 13). He was there Himself and in all the power that marked the beginning of His movements. Elijah is to know this. Changed circumstances are to be taken account of. Elijah should have been in the land serving the people. God says, I will get someone else to do it. This is the way God carries on His government or service, whatever the servant may do. God does not give up His servant but goes on with him in wonderful favour. 

    Verses 15 and 16. The next book brings out the service of those three men. Elijah is told here to anoint them. God still pursues His service; there is no lapse at all. A Prime Minister is supposed to propose another one, but Elijah had no thought of that. He said All is over, but God says not at all; I am going to take up Ahab, and a nameless prophet, who is near enough to Me to give him My mind. This shows the kind of people God can take up. The work goes on. The book of Ezekiel represents this great principle, the kings government must go on. Far away from Jerusalem Ezekiel saw a wonderful array of power, all under the direction of a Man in heaven. In Ezekiel 1 we have the likeness of four living creatures, everything taken account of universally. The still small voice stimulates Elijah. He comes and serves with Ahab again, but only till the new officers are ready. There is a further word to him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus (verse 15). So God links on now with Elijah those known to Him, what He had reserved to Himself, Elisha the son of Shaphat ... shalt thou anoint prophet in thy stead. The offices are all filled. Elijah has heard the divine voice linking him with those whom God had reserved for Himself. One thinks of the Lords servants a little as to how much place they have with us. We see here the wonderful thoughtfulness of God for those who serve, even though they may break down. Elijah interceded against the people, according to Romans 11: 2 - 4, which is not a levitical thought. How much thought is there as to their needs? Paul was ready to sacrifice his life in going to Jerusalem; he knew that bonds and imprisonments awaited him; but he went on. The Lord stood by him and said, Be of good courage, Acts 23: 11. Paul was not found pleading against the people. Moses took his place before Jehovah and intercedes for the people; he was prepared to sacrifice himself for them. Samuel says, God forbid that I should sin ... in ceasing to pray for you. How Moses rises from that point; he looms up in wonderful lustre. God is ready to honour a man who is willing to be blotted out for the saints. The man Moses is a great consideration for us; he was before his dispensation. He said, Let me, I pray thee, see thy glory. 

    Elisha comes in as one who poured water on the hands of Elijah. We see here the faithfulness of God in giving Elijah such a wonderful finish after all this. 

    Service is such an essential thing with the people of God; they are so scattered. How much do we think of those that serve us? Who watches for my soul? There are those who watch for our souls. How many were praying for Elijah? He wanted to be sustained. We think there is no need to pray for such a one. After a great victory the servant needs to be prayed for. What a difference between chapters 18 and 19! In chapter 18 Elijah slew four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal; in chapter 19 he runs away from Jezebel! It is an immense thing to get a conception of the greatness of the service. The anointing was in the right order. It was Elisha who actually anointed Jehu and Hazael. It was much better to bring in Elisha first, before anointing the two other men. See the position of the servant here. He has a signal victory, but it is in the flush of success that we overlook the necessity for preparation. We must have Gilgal. Chapter 19 brings out the danger, but brings out too what God is to the servant. Abraham was saved by Melchisedec coming to him with bread and with wine as he was exposed to the influence of the king of Sodom. Elijah had learned the lesson of the soft gentle voice; he was greatly delighted that God had a man. He found him; it was not accidental. God had Elisha in His mind; he was content to be the least of all. God can go on with His work through the most unlikely people. You cannot despise the meanest. The Syrian is the hereditary enemy of the people of God, ever ready to attack. It was an extremely dark day; Jezebel was in power in Samaria, and how is this tremendous attack to be met? We should never think of Ahab being used. I have been thinking of the word to Joshua, As captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come, Joshua 5: 14. You must let the Captain act Himself. He takes up unlikely persons. What you see is that God is unchanged. God has His own special vessels in view, but meantime there is no lapse, the work goes on. So Ahab is taken up. God shows how long He bears with those in responsible positions. This period synchronises with the Reformation as a type. There were those then in responsibility, kings and others, who acquiesced in the attack on idolatry. God went on with them as far as He could. Judgment does not descend on Ahabs head, because he humbled himself, a wonderful evidence of Gods patience. But God has His own anointed ones. The service goes on through Sardis to Philadelphia, which corresponds to the ministry of the anointed ones. God commits Himself definitely to these, so that the work goes on; an anointed one is one who has the Spirit. 

    There is nothing about Elisha in all this, but his time was coming. You get the anointing in principle, in 2 Kings; Elisha does that, see 2 Kings 8: 13 and 2 Kings 9: 6. It was in the mind of God that grace should precede judgment. Elisha represents the grace of God, the heavenly element which comes in. 

    God gives a signal victory (chapter 20: 16); the servants of the princes of the provinces went out at noon, two hundred and thirty-two of them, and seven thousand of the children of Israel. These went out against Ben-hadad and the thirty-two kings that helped him. The order is according to God. I think it was no longer a metropolitan but a universal movement. Metropolitanism is always in the way. The great principle of Rome is metropolitanism; here it is the universal thought, the servants of the princes of the provinces. The Reformation brought in all kinds of things. Ahab, and those with him, represent the general features of that movement. You get another type in Micah; he is selected rather than Elijah. As we draw near to the end of this section we see those in responsibility, king Ahab and king Jehoshaphat, depending on their kingly position, 

    sitting on their thrones in the open place at the entrance of the gate. There is nothing to come out of that. It shows also how far the prophetic ministry had sunk, until it became the mouthpiece of lying spirits. In chapter 22 the alliance of the two kings was wrong. Here they are in their pomp, but the prophet Micah says, I saw Jehovah sitting upon his throne. The result of all this is the disclosure of the enemy. Ahab is flattered by lying prophets, spoken to by lying spirits to support an outward show in things relating to God, Who shall entice Ahab that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-Gilead?. A spirit ... said, I will entice him. And Jehovah said unto him, Wherewith? and he said, I ... will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. In verse 24 we have a distinguished man; his name is given. Lying spirits go forth to support a false position. It is interesting to see that all the host of heaven was shown to Micah; all that was available for him. We hear of the Church of England and the Church of Rome about to come together. There are plenty of lying spirits to support them. Micah says (verse 23), Behold, Jehovah has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets. Finally he says, Hearken, O peoples, all of you!. 

    The Lord saved Jehoshaphat; his disguise did not hide him from Jehovah. So much for amalgamations with what is false. This is a time of lying spirits. It is simply dreadful, birds of heaven come and roost in its branches (Matthew 13: 32). In Babylon they are in a hold, or a prison (Revelation 18: 2). Rome will not allow them to say what they like, but Protestantism gives them liberty. Scripture calls them unclean and hated. The apostasy is manifesting itself now through Protestantism. 
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    INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY (JT 86)

    Genesis 21:14 - 21; 1 Kings 19:1 - 8; John 1:47 - 51

    I have in mind to speak about individual responsibility. These passages are selected because they speak of this, and persons are mentioned in relation to certain shrubs or trees. What may appear to be incidental or of no practical moment in the divine narrative is very often in itself instructive, and so each of the growths mentioned in these passages has its own meaning. 

    That in connection with Hagar is a wilderness shrub, for she is in the wilderness. That spoken of in connection with Elijah is likewise a wilderness product, a broom-bush, a juniper tree. He also is in the wilderness. That with which the Lord connects Nathanael is a growth in the land of promise; at least it is so regarded. The fig tree is spoken of in Jothams parable, as you will remember, as personified, giving an account of why it would not leave its function. It yielded sweetness. It was, as personified, regarded as consciously profitable, and would not leave its service to reign or wave over the trees. It is also spoken of as yielding its fruit in the land of promise visited by the spies, and its fruit was brought down as a witness to the profitable productiveness of the land of promise. 

    Hagar is ostensibly of the household of faith, now expelled from it under discipline, as many have been, and yet not forsaken of God. Discipline in the assembly does not imply that the persons disciplined are forsaken of God. If they are really His, He never withdraws His eye from them. The grossest case, that recorded in 1 Corinthians 5, is to be delivered to Satan for destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 1 Corinthians 5:5 His spirit was valuable, (indeed our spirits represent ourselves in one sense) and God has in mind that his spirit should be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. It was saved earlier, indeed generally it is so, for God does not intend His children disciplined to depart out of this world under a cloud. Some have to, for the wise government of God may require that, because they have been too much loved, too much indulged, to admit of recovery here. John says, I do not say that such an one should be prayed for, and again Paul says, Many among you are weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen asleep, 1 Corinthians 11:30. Their course had continued so long and so inexcusably that the wise government of God required that they should depart under discipline. It is very humbling, but God makes no mistakes and acts in perfect wisdom in all these cases. 

    Hagar was a member ostensibly of the household of faith, but she was an insubordinate person who despised her mistress. She fled from her mistress and was found by the Angel by a well (Genesis 16:7), a most suggestive thought, alluding figuratively to the Jews who in their insubordination disregarded the authority of Christ, although the Spirit was there available to them. So the well is there for Hagar. She could give no account of herself save that she was fleeing from her mistress. It was her own will. She despised her mistress, but she returned without giving much evidence of subjection. So that now she is expelled, she and her offspring Ishmael. She was a mother whose son despised Christ. Ishmael mocked Isaac; that is, he mocked when Isaac was made much of. The spirit of Ishmael may lie dormant in us until Christ is made much of. It is said of Michal, Davids wife, that she loved David, but when he made much of Christ and danced before the ark she despised him in her heart, and so it was with Ishmael: he despised Isaac, he mocked him. He was born after the flesh, but being Abrahams son he was treated by God with the utmost care and consideration. 

    But I am speaking of his mother. She is sent out from the house of Abraham under discipline with much regret on his part, but he acts under the direction of God and Hagar has to go, never to return. That is a most solemn consideration for any who are disposed to mock when Christ is made much of. Children sometimes move in households of faith, but when Christ is made much of, when He receives His due in the household, they often mock and perhaps do more in the way of disrespect; but Hagar and her son are sent out of the household of faith never to return, and yet God has not given her up. He will do His best for her under those circumstances, and hence He speaks to her through the Angel. 

    She had cast the child under a shrub, relinquishing her care of him, but he was still an object of divine care, for God would do His best for a son of Abraham, for any one of Abrahams seed. Hagar relinquished her responsibility, not with any deliberation but out of stress of circumstances. The water in the bottle was gone. From her view there was no hope. She cast her son under a shrub. What could that do for him? How many of the Lords people have acted thus in stress of circumstances. They have given way and relinquished their responsibility, and so the voice is, Lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand. That is the secret of recovery, the secret of divine intervention, when responsibility in any given state of things is accepted, not relinquished. Anyone abandoning responsibility is good for nothing morally. 

    Hagar here has not gone into Egypt; she has not returned; she is in the wilderness; she has gone in there herself. Abraham did not tell her to go there. The wilderness in this connection implies that she is still regarding herself as someone out of the world. Many are like that and yet relinquish responsibilities. Wilderness experiences are nothing if we relinquish responsibilities, whatever the appearance. She was wandering in it, as Israel later wandered about for forty years. He was under the discipline of God, but had the hope of the land, but she had no hope in her mind. It is a complete relinquishment of obligation. You are not going as far as taking up with the world in its gross side. Maybe you still hang behind the saints, and come to the meetings to please them; you may read your Bible occasionally; you have not apostatised; you are wandering in the wilderness. 

    The world has become a wilderness for christians, that is for those who belong to heaven. They belong to the land of promise. In going out of Egypt we have a definite end in view, for we are going into the land of promise. The wilderness comes in between; it is what the world has become to us. We accept that this world is a wilderness, for that is the divine thought, but Hagar had no such thought as that. She had left the land of promise, the household of faith. She was expelled from it, and yet retains her place in the wilderness, but she is wandering in it, has relinquished obligation and cast her son under a shrub, and there he is, a bow-shot away. Distance has come in already. Affection is given up. She cast her son under a shrub a bow-shot away from her. 

    Well, the Angel speaks to her. That is my first point. Lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand. What encouragement there is to do this, for it says God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. You have cast him away under the shrub. You have sat down in despair and wept. There is no virtue at all in that, whereas God has heard the voice of the lad. He represents her responsibility, and God is hearing the voice of the lad where he is, and now the word to her is, Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation. The blessed God has an ear to hear the voice of distress. He hears the voice of the lad under the shrub where Hagar has put him. Hagar has abandoned him, but God has not abandoned him. Now He says, Hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation. 

    I am speaking of responsibility, so that I might encourage someone perhaps who is disposed to relinquish it and throw up his hands as if all were over, whereas God would indicate to you now that all is not over. He is still active in grace, even with such persons as Hagar and Ishmael, both of whom in the sequel are found to be opposed to His interests, but now the Angel says, God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. He is worth taking into your hand; he is of value; he belongs to Abraham. As God said earlier, Because he is thy seed. Genesis 21:13. His ultimate history has not yet taken place. God is dealing with him in the light of Abraham. He belongs ostensibly to Abraham, and God will do His best for him, and He does. He says, I will make him a great nation, but my point is not to enlarge upon Ishmaels ultimate history, but the importance, dear friends, of maintaining the sense of obligation whatever it may be. God acts with us as we accept it. Lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand. God is going to do something for him, and He does, for Ishmael begat twelve princes, but what is said of him here is that he carries on in the wilderness, as it were. He represents those who have relations with the true brethren. He dwelt in the presence of his brethren, but in spite of Gods favour he drifted towards Egypt. That however is not the point I would stress. The point is the acceptance of responsibility. As we accept responsibility, instead of relinquishing it, God is with us in every detail. What Ishmael became is in spite of the grace of God and because of what he was basically. He was born after the flesh, but nevertheless God is favourable to him as related to Abraham. 

    Well, now, this character of the wilderness is especially in ones mind, but Hagar is wandering in it, never to go into the land again as far as we know. In the wilderness without the land of promise as an object means nothing really. Her drift is towards Egypt. However much we may cleave to the right side, clinging to the brethren externally (He shall dwell before the face of all his brethren, Genesis 16:12), that is nothing really, unless one has the land in view. There is no purpose whatever in coming out of Egypt unless we have the land in view. I am speaking of it now because we are apt to cling to the idea of the wilderness without any prospect or desire for the land of promise. He dwelt in the wilderness of Paran. And his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. She had no thought at all of the land. I urge this point, because unless the land of promise is in our minds the wilderness is of no moral worth. 

    The next point is in the history of Elijah. You will observe in this chapter that Elijah has failed. He was a great servant of God, one of the greatest; Hagar was not that; Ishmael was not that. They are used tonight to show the importance of maintaining responsibility and how God works with us accordingly, but here is a person, engaged in the service of God and engaged in it most successfully, who now has fled from the scene of victory. Very solemn, very pathetic: he flees at the threat of a woman. The man that stood before hundreds of men and overcame them, God supporting him, now flees at the threat of a woman, Jezebel. You may say, Good reason, too, but why did he have good reason? The God that had maintained him before the prophets of Baal, and enabled him to overcome them and slay them, could still support him in the presence of Jezebel; but we are told that he fled for his life. Is his life more than the testimony of God? He goes into the wilderness, but he first goes to Beer-sheba. 

    That is another point to notice. Hagar did not go there. She went to the wilderness adjacent to it, but Elijah goes to Beer-sheba. His heart is full of fear of the woman who made a threat against his life, and he fled for his life, but the Lord says, Whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it, Matthew 16:25. Elijah is a great servant and is one of the most distinguished men mentioned in the Old Testament, as we all know. When with Moses he appeared on the mount of transfiguration what a distinction he had! He had light in his soul, whereas Hagar had none. God illumined her through His Angel, but she fled in darkness and confusion with no definite object at all, and yet they are the objects of Gods care. Elijah understood something of Beer-sheba. It meant the faithfulness of God. That is what I would urge on everyone here. God is faithful. Elijah understood it, but failed to accept it in its fulness. He will not suffer you to be tempted above what ye are able to bear, 1 Corinthians 10:13. Elijah was full of fear as to Jezebel instead of having a heart full of confidence in God, but still he flees to Beer-sheba. Jacob had gone that way before him, and then God appeared to Jacob, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac, Genesis 28:13. Isaac is the Yea and Amen of every promise of God. 

    Elijah leaves his servant at Beer-sheba. We think more of others than ourselves in such dangers. Why should he leave him there? Well, it was in order that he might enjoy the promises, whereas Elijah was not enjoying them. It was for him to rest in the faithfulness of God. Elijah was not doing that. He went deliberately a days journey into the wilderness. It is the same wilderness in which Hagar wandered, but instead of a shrub Elijah sits under a juniper and goes to sleep there. It must have helped him in some way, for sleep is good in weariness. Sleep banishes our sorrows; at least it may, but we do not hear of any dreams in this sleep of Elijahs. He awoke, and at his head was a cake baked and a cruse of water. Hagar met with mercy, too, but think of the mercy here  a rest and sleep, and a cake, baked on hot stones, as it should read, by the angel of God. There they were, with the cruse of water at his head, and the angel touched him. How beautiful all this is, dear brethren. It is not a Hagar now, but a great servant of God; but servants, alas, however great they are, are capable of failing. How solemn this is, but God never gives up and never undervalues His servants even although they do fail. He values them. 

    Elijah made a days journey deliberately into the wilderness, and sat; he did not cast himself down, but he says to Jehovah, O Lord, take away my life  a poor speech. Would it not have been better had he suffered the loss of his life by the hand of Jezebel than by the hand of Jehovah? You say, I would rather die by the hand of Jehovah, but dying by the hand of Jehovah is not a martyrs death. If I die under the discipline of God, that is not a martyrs death. If I wish to die, I should desire the death of a martyr for Christ. However, Elijah declared his mind, but instead of taking away his life, as he asked, God sets this cake freshly baked at his head, a full breakfast ready for him as he awoke. He lies down again and gets a second rest. This is all very beautiful, bringing out what God gives to His servants, those who love Him and serve him, although they fail. 

    Elijah still retains his responsibility. He is very jealous, he says, for Jehovah, and no doubt his jealousy for Jehovah would lead him to trust Him, for if he is concerned about Jehovahs interests God is concerned about him, making him two breakfasts. Elijah is not throwing in his responsibilities, and God values that, and I would urge all servants never to relinquish responsibility, depressed though you may be. It is a very grievous thing to see a servant depressed or oppressed, but never relinquish responsibility, for God values that. 

    The angel touched him a second time. It is a divine touch; there is no other like it, and he says, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee. Divine compassion is now apparent; he ate again, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights. What food it was! How God made it to last! We cannot explain the material that is used, but it is Gods, and the point is, dear brethren, that inasmuch as responsibility was there, God would have His servant to go the full length of what was in his mind, the full distance. He was to go to the limit, so that God might have the opportunity of speaking to his soul. He has left the juniper tree behind, and he took that journey. He was taken in divine strength. You ask, Divine strength, for him in unfaithfulness? Yes, God would strengthen him to go the whole course, to go back to Horeb and resign the commission which he had carried out so acceptably. 

    God says, I will accept your resignation, but He does not say that to him under the juniper tree. He would let him go the whole length of his unbelief. That is most solemn. Elijah reaches Horeb the mount of God, and enters into a cave. God says, as it were, Now I have got My servant where I can speak to him, where he will understand what I say. Horeb was intelligible to Elijah, but it would have been nothing to Hagar. The law had not been given, but I am speaking of principles. It would have been nothing to her. She, indeed, in type represents mount Sinai in Arabia, that is the great system that persecutes Christ, but mount Horeb is the mount of God, the same range of mountains but it is grace. Mount Horeb is the covenant mountain, and Elijah would understand, as every christian understands, that God allows you to go the full limit of the course you have entered upon. 

    Then we have a whirlwind, a terrible sound of power, but Jehovah was not in that. He is not going to speak to you on those lines, but is giving you to understand the power He has. What could Jezebel do in the presence of a whirlwind or an earthquake? I am speaking to people here who understand to some extent what an earthquake is. What could anyone do to overcome it or check it in any way? It is the power of God, but the Lord was not in that. Then there is the fire, the most irresistible thing of all, but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice ... . What doest thou here, Elijah? God would cause us to tell the whole truth, and what was the truth? He said he was jealous for Jehovah. A journey to Horeb is nothing in itself unless it is undertaken in faith. Will I only go that far? 

    Much could be said about the evidences of divine power and the still small voice, but I am only speaking of the responsibilities that Elijah had accepted. Now God says, I accept your resignation, but I wish you to appoint three others to carry out the service. God is not giving up, even if I am. Elijah is to appoint Hazael, Jehu and Elisha. All of this comes to pass, and the service of God goes on, and, indeed, Elijah himself is led on by God, such is divine grace. When it is a question of service to those who serve Him well, God is particularly gracious. Do not be depressed but trust, for God is good. The same yesterday, and today, and forever, Hebrews 13:8. What He was to Elijah when He first called him! He is the Same now. 

    Well, I go on to the fig-tree in Johns Gospel. The Lord Himself tells us about this fig-tree under which Nathanael was. Had the Lord not mentioned it, I assume it would not have been mentioned by John. When Philip called Nathanael we hear nothing of the fig-tree. The fig-tree comes into evidence in connection with Nathanaels interest in Christ. He is now interested in Christ, so that the fig-tree is really brought in here. It is a product of the land. Interest in Christ has the land in mind, and so the Lord says of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!. The Lord said that as Nathanael was moving towards Him. He had at first scorned and despised what Philip said to him. Philip says to him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. John 1:45. He says, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see. John 1:46. Nathanael moved at that word, Come and see. There may not be much to see today, but there is something; as he began to move the Lord looked out on him, as it were, and says, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!. An Israelite, not a Jew. A dignified term, in keeping with the fig-tree and with the land of promise. The apostle Paul uses the term, Israel of God, Galatians 6:16 in connection with ourselves. We are enjoined as to it: For in Christ Jesus neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision; but new creation. And as many as shall walk by this rule, peace upon them and mercy, and upon the Israel of God, Galatians 6:16. Let us take in that word, the Israel of God. It belongs to the land of Canaan. We shall not wander in the wilderness as in that light. We go through it definitely having the land in our minds, and so Nathanael says to the Lord, Whence knowest thou me?. The Lord says, Before that Philip called thee, even before. There is something in that man before the gospel is presented to him. God had him in His mind. Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee. 

    The use of the fig-tree in the New Testament unmistakably alludes to Israel. It had to be cursed at the last, but Nathanael was not cursed, he was blessed. A remnant was secured before the fig-tree was cursed, and Nathanael belongs to that, and so today the idea of a remnant helps. The Lord is looking out, and He sees this and that one under the fig-tree. Why under the fig-tree? It means something. It denotes a heavenly growth. The Lord says, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee, and Nathanael replies, Thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

    You see the difference here, dear brethren. It is one whom God has in mind for blessing, not a failing man, although he spurned the gospel at first regarding the question of Nazareth, but now he is ready for Christ. He is able to name Him. Thou art the Son of God, how befitting; Thou art the King of Israel. The Lord says, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou? Yes. Well, the Lord says, Thou shalt see greater things than these. I would address myself to everyone here. Your presence here indicates that you belong to this class. 

    The Lord would hold us as having come after Him. We have come to see. Nathanael came to see, and he saw the Son of God. I wonder if we have all understood that. He saw the King of Israel. You can see the difference between him and Hagar, and even between him and Elijah. Nathanael is ready for the greater things. The Lord says, as it were, You will see not only what you have heard spoken of, but greater. He would encourage him as to greater things, and what a vista of glory opens up in this! The Lord could say to His brethren, so to speak, You are definitely small and even comparatively feeble, but you are engaged with the greatest things, 

    and the Lord would say to us, You will see greater things. It is characteristic of Johns Gospel, its increasing greatness, even in regard to the works of Christ. John would say, The world itself could not contain the books that should be written. John 21:25. Think of the greatness of that thought, even unwritten books. It is suggestive of what John has in mind and what he would instil into our hearts this night. You will see greater things. In another statement the Lord says, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. That is a great thing, but there are greater than that. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him, 1 Corinthians 2:9. These are all available for us now in the Spirit, but as made like Himself in glory what ability we shall have to take in greater things! Our light affliction, says Paul, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 2 Corinthians 4:17. Think of that word, eternal weight of glory. Are we to be crushed by it or overwhelmed by it? No. We are prepared for it. We are vessels of mercy fitted for glory, so that we can take in these great things the Lord speaks of here: Thou shalt see greater things than these. 
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    Luke 5: 12, 13; 1 Kings 19: 3 - 8; Revelation 1: 17 - 20

    These scriptures speak of divine touches. They are mentioned many other times elsewhere but I have selected these as bearing upon those who serve in the things of God. Of course, we are all to serve. We find very young people serving in Scripture, the most exceptional is the maid employed in the house of Naaman the Syrian. She served his wife in material things but she served him, a great man, in spiritual things. She served with feeling and effectively. The service culminated in his cure from his leprosy. Let every young one here think of that: how much she or he might do as laying himself out to serve. I have in mind persons who, like the apostle Paul, could say, Ourselves your bondmen for Jesus sake, 2 Corinthians 4: 5. Such a one had been divinely touched; a touch of Christ passing on himself, as it were, in a characteristic sense in the service; so that the service or services are to take on character from Christ. Luke would have this in mind. 

    So I have Peter in view in reading these two verses. It is Peters chapter, this chapter 5. The crisis had passed; he was converted. Luke treats of Peter peculiarly. He is not called Peter in this gospel until this chapter; he is called Simon. He is not called Peter until he makes his confession. Everyone has to make his confession; and that is not the confession of faith that is written for everybody. Each has his own to make. David wrote his; he wrote it poetically, too; it was his confession. He had first-aid in his confession. The one who convicted him stood by him; he was not left to himself to make his first confession. Nathan stood by him; he needed support. And so Nathan says, Thou art the man!. 

    He had recourse to a parable to reach that mans conscience, the kings conscience, and he selected a good method. It succeeded admirably, so that he finishes up, Thou art the man!, 2 Samuel 12: 7. David says, I have sinned against Jehovah; he is smitten in his conscience. He had sinned against others too, but he kept to that thought. Later he says, Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done what is evil in thy sight, Psalm 51: 4. He had sinned against Urijah the Hittite and others, but he is quick in his acknowledgment: I have sinned against Jehovah. He did not write the psalm then; he weighed it over as the sin became enlarged in his mind. It is not to be hidden, not to be forgotten, not to be concealed under a pious exterior; it is written down for the coming generations; we might say, for a thousand generations. It was his confession. Nathan stood by him at the first confession. He rendered what we may call first-aid to a man that needed it, for conviction of sin is terrible unless there is remission of sin. Thank God there is remission! And the one who convicted him announced remission. Jehovah has also put away thy sin: thou shalt not die (verse 13). He deserved to die, and he knew it. What a volume of grace entered into Nathans heart! God put it there, so that he could speak aright to the convicted sinner. Jehovah has also put away thy sin: thou shalt not die. 

    It was so with Peter. This is not his great sin; that comes in later in this gospel. This is one that he confesses, or the state he confesses. I am connecting my remarks with him for the moment, because the chapter is really, as you might say, Peters. He, like David, is outstanding as a servant, First, Simon, who was called Peter; but Luke reserves his name Peter until he confesses. I shall not get my spiritual designation until I confess my sin; I mean, until I make my confession. You may say that I am preaching the gospel. No, I am not; I am preaching to saints. But, of course, it is the gospel; but it is instruction, I hope, for saints. This is a question of my confession. This is Peters chapter in that sense. The Lord had been to his house and healed his mother-in-law, but He does not call him Peter. It is as he falls down at Jesus knees. It was not merely the effect of gravity, the weight of his body; it was an act of his own to fall, to prostrate himself, as it were, at the knees of the Saviour. No safer place for a sinner! Oh, you say, you are using the word sinner! It is well, dear brethren, to retain that word as one of the names attaching to each of us. Retain it! There is moral glory attached to it as retained by a forgiven sinner; and a forgiven sinner is a lover of Jesus. There is a moral glory attached to the word sinner as he retains it as applied to him. How can I use the word Saviour unless I retain the word sinner or lost one? So the greatest saint, I suppose (I venture to say the greatest saint) says he was the chief of sinners, many years after he became the greatest saint. That was Paul. Another man called Simon retained his name, too. It is an added name, a hyphenated one, if you wish to call it that, Simon the leper; there is moral glory attached to that, and he would not give it up; I am sure he did not. The more the sense of forgiveness, the more the sense of the righteousness of God, the more power I have in retaining what I have been. It is to exalt Christ that He has saved me in spite of that. Simon the leper was not a leper when the Lord Jesus was anointed in his house. There was no contamination with him then; still, he was Simon the leper. The Lord, the Saviour, who was about to die for him, sat by his side. How Simon would look at Jesus on that memorable night or day, when some woman came in and anointed the head of the Lord Jesus, anointed His head. I suppose no one in that house, 

    other than Christ and the woman, valued that action in the house of Simon the leper. 

    The matter of leprosy comes into this chapter, and Peter had already indicated that he was a leper. The Lord had been in his house; he was another Simon, but he was not called Simon the leper. He had seen his mother-in-law healed of her fever, and he had seen her serving, too. She served him, too, as well as the Lord: She served them, it says. But he is not yet called anything but Simon; but when he makes his confession according to this chapter, he is Simon Peter. He has got his spiritual name. Each of us has that, you know. It is well to get it, because it belongs to you; it is your honour. Some great personages have a lot of names; you wonder how they remember them. Well, there is room for names that carry moral glories, the leper, the sinner, but a spiritual name is that which abides in eternity. Simon will not be called the leper in heaven; I am certain of that. Peter will be the name by which the apostle will be known there. The Lord says in John, Thou art Simon, the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is stone), John 1: 42. 

    That will be his name. So he is called Simon Peter here. He has a name that is to abide, and I have no doubt that Peter coming into the chapter runs through, and this remarkable identification by Christ with this leper would imply what Peter was to Him. He stretched out His hand and touched the leper. The word touch is not simply that; it is a handling of the person. Who could do it but Jesus! He is going to take on all that, you know, and to relieve His servant of it as in Peters case, so that his conscience should not smite him in his service. How serious it is if ones conscience smites one as he seeks to serve the Lord! It cripples him. One must remember the touch of the hand of Christ; that is, His complete identification with the leper; it is complete. It is not a mere touch; it is a full handling. The Lord is securing him; identifying Himself with him; but He is securing him. This will never be forgotten. If I had sin trouble and were near Peter, I would go to Peter. I do not know of any man I would go to quicker than Peter; or any of those men, Paul or David, who were handled in this way by the Saviours going and taking on all their leprosy. He is going to bear the full weight of it in death; but He never loses sight of the leper. As the apostle Paul says, In that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me, Galatians 2: 20. He knew the Lord had him in His heart when He died. Who has loved me; he does not say, who loves me; of course He loved Paul right along, but who has loved me, that is, when He died, He loved him, and given himself for me. Think of what Paul was in the Lords heart, dear brethren. The whole vision was in the Lords mind of these great men that He would use. He laid hold of the leper; He handled him. I will; be thou cleansed: and immediately the leprosy departed from him. He would have them in His mind. Who has loved me, says the apostle in the past tense, and in loving me He gave Himself for me. What a power that was in the soul of the greatest of sinners, that the Saviour loved him when He died for him, gave Himself for him. 

    Well now, I have spoken of David and Paul and Peter, and of course I am not speaking for them. It is for those of us who are here. The Lord is using a good many of us, thank God; He needs more, but we are to be used as going through these experiences, coming under His touch. Think of the sense of the touch of the Saviour in dealing with our state-it is state here. Peter says, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord, Luke 5: 8. That is leprosy; the Lord dealt with it. 

    Well now, I have spoken of these great servants, and the next one I want to speak about is Elijah, one of the greatest of the Old Testament saints. It was he, you know, who came out with Moses on the mount and spoke with Jesus. What did they speak with Jesus about on the mount? Some of us may not have noticed much, some of us have. They were speaking with Jesus. You say perhaps, It ought to be Jesus speaking to them. No. The speaking on the mount was to bring out the greatness of the heavenly saints; the greatness of Jesus, of course, transcending all; for He alone was transfigured, but these two men appeared in glory. It was a robe of glory in which they appeared; they appeared in glory speaking with Him. And Luke tells us they were speaking about His death. How beautiful that is! How the Lord loved to hear them, and how He loves to listen to us at His Supper as we sit there and speak to Him about His death; it was that which should be accomplished at Jerusalem. I think the word is exodus, that is, His outgoing. But think of the way He did it: that He should go out at Jerusalem, the great city, which is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified (Revelation 11: 8), and Moses and Elijah were speaking about that; they had come out of heaven. I suppose they had seen wonderful things up there; I know we shall see wonderful things and persons. But they are not speaking to the Lord on the mount about what was in heaven, but what He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Elijah was one of them, so he is greatly honoured, and worthy of the honour conferred upon him, too. One would have liked to hear what Moses said to the Lord at that time! We are not told in detail what they said; we are told of the subject they were engaged with; but you would have loved to hear Moses say to the Lord something about His death. You know how much he was engaged in the types with the death of Jesus. What a conversation it must have been! How the Lord would listen! He is a Listener; a Speaker, of course; His name is The Word, The Word of God; referring to His speaking, it says, Never man spoke thus, as this man speaks, John 7: 46. But He could listen too. I would urge upon all never to fail to speak to Him; He is always ready to listen sympathetically. They were speaking, not about themselves, but about His decease, or His exit, which He should accomplish at Jerusalem. 

    Now Elijah was there and so he is in the great company of servants, the leading servants of God. But he is fleeing now from a woman. I do not need to go into the details; he is fleeing from Jezebel. She sent a message to him that gave him just one day to live. Think of the hard, imperious character of that woman! I suppose she is the worst woman mentioned in Scripture; she is carried down to New Testament times in the book of Revelation, Jezebel. She teaches; she is a teacher; but she sends a message to the great servant of God and says, So do the gods to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time!, 1 Kings 19: 2. I will give you twenty-four hours and you will be like one of the prophets of Baal. How sure she is! Sometimes you hear persons in the world speak with such assurance. Very often their assurances are lies and they know it; but she meant it. She had assurance that she could take that mans life in twenty-four hours. You know how she got Naboths life. It is similar. She knew how to do it; she was trained in wickedness, educated in wickedness. 

    Well, Elijah fled for his life. You could understand how he came under the power of the thing for the moment, and yet he had stood up against eight hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and of the groves, and Ahab with them; but here is one woman and he flees, flees from her. Well, the facts are all known to you, I suppose; but I want to call attention to a statement here that he went down to Beer-sheba; and in saying this, the Spirit of God says that city belonged to Judah. What was the point in staying there? Well, think of what a man like Elijah would contemplate when he came to Beer-sheba. Beer-sheba? Why, he ought to have said, if he did not, My father Abraham was in this place; he planted a grove in this place. He entered into covenant with Abimelech in this place. He gave Abimelech seven ewe lambs to indicate the spirit he was in. And he worshipped Jehovah; he called on Jehovah, the eternal God, in this place. Undoubtedly Elijah knew that. Why, beloved, it ought to have turned him back, the very thought of Beer-sheba! Think of Judah! Who was Judah? He refers to the counsels of God in the tribes; the sovereign action of God; he who prevailed above his brethren; he from whom came the ruler who had come and gone, David. But it is the Messiah; he should be reminded of the Messiah who would do everything and tell everything. The very name Beer-sheba, the well of the oath, ought to have diverted him from his journey and directed him back whence he came, to Ahab and Jezebel. Could the eternal God not stand by him? Certainly! What a word it is! He left his servant there and went off into the wilderness. It seems to me he must have felt uncomfortable, a man out of the way. For that is the truth; there he was on the wrong way. He must have felt uncomfortable in the surroundings of the city of Beer-sheba. Everything spoke of God. God appeared to Jacob in this very city. Why should he not think of these things? I suppose he did. He must have been uncomfortable. He went out into the wilderness and lay down under a juniper bush and went to sleep. What a picture of a great servant! What a sorrowful picture! What must heaven have thought of it! 

    Well, heaven was thinking of him and watching him on every step of his journey, and one of the emissaries of God, an angel, came there. What a God we have to serve! As someone has said, If I turn away from God, what will He do? He will shine on my back! 

    He was shining on Elijahs back, you might say. His back was on the land of promise; his face was toward Horeb. What for? To resign his commission! Think of the sorrowfulness of it! Giving up such an honourable service; the service of such a God; service in which he had been so signally honoured. Going to resign! 

    Well, God says, Elijah, I feel for you; you are going a long way, and you know the wilderness of Sinai, a perfect wilderness. It is a terrible wilderness; it is called a great and terrible wilderness. You wonder how he survived at all traversing that wilder ness. It is a wilderness of death but God took account of His servant in his unfaithfulness. Let us be encouraged in entering on the service of God, that it is such a God. Not that He gives licence for failure like this; not that He would encourage it at all. He would rebuke it as He did in this case; but nevertheless, the servant is His servant to Him; Elijah is still Elijah; the Elijah that would come out presently on the mount of transfiguration; He wanted him to do it. And so an angel touches him as he sleeps. It is a divine touch, I may say, because the angel is representative of God. An angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! (verse 5). As we had lately, Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee, 

    Ephesians 5: 14. The Christ was shining upon him; grace was there. In failure we need food. It is doubtful whether anybody ever will repent in failure unless you feed him. A cake was at his head, baked on hot coals. Think of heavens cakes! How wonderful it is that heaven comes down just to where we are, 

    like the manna, bread from heaven. Man did eat angels food, the food of the mighty. But this is not manna. This is a cake baked on coals, and a cruse of water. This is nothing new to Elijah; bread and water were familiar enough to him. He waited in the house of the widow of Sarepta when things were scarce, but the cruse of oil did not run out, nor the barrel of meal. How he would be reminded that the very God that kept that widow and her son and him for a year was now baking cakes for him. How God would come into our vision to stir us up and comfort us, so that we might be true servants and not run away when we are attacked by a woman or anybody else, but stand our ground. Be strong and very courageous. And now God is reminding him of his prior history. The very God that kept him-he himself said to the woman of Sarepta, Make me thereof a little cake first, the very word cake. Now the angel was making a cake for him; God was doing it, you might say, and there was a cruse of water; all would remind him of what a God he had to do with. Let us know God! Let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, Jeremiah 9: 24. You are pulled up at once as something comes to your mind that reminds you of God; and that is the point here. It is a question of cakes entering in so distinctly into Elijahs history. And he takes the cake and the water and goes to sleep again. It is a remarkable history. You say, The sleep was good for him. Of course it was, but God is waiting on him until he gets another sleep. How comforting it is! You go to bed and God waits on you, and the next night the same thing. Maybe the next day you need a sleep. 

    God looks after you in sleep as in wakefulness. And the second time He came and touched him. What is all this about? Will he ever forget those touches? Never! Two divine touches, and two divine meals. The angel says, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. There is another meal, and he eats again (verse 7). What sympathy in heaven for us! Are we seeking to serve the Lord? Let no one shrink from it. If God opens up a line of service, do not shrink from it. Such a God is your God. There is divine food, so that the way is traversed. God would have him to go the whole length of that road, and as he ended the journey, God says, What doest thou here, Elijah?. His answer is a complaint against the people of God. God does not like that. As soon as a servant begins to speak against the people of God in a characteristic way he has lost his commission. You cannot serve people unless you respect them; you cannot love them unless you respect them. And Elijah was speaking against the people of God. He thought there was not a single man but himself that was faithful to God, whereas Paul says, But what says the divine answer to him?. Listen to that answer. I have left to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed knee to Baal, Romans 11: 4. That is what God said; God had reserved them to Himself; but Elijah is speaking against them. How sorrowful all this is! How ready we are to speak against the people of God, and maybe the most honoured of them. But what says the divine answer to him?. That is how Paul puts it; he himself knew what it was to be spoken against. Think of that man at Corinth where he had worked so faithfully. They said of him, His presence in the body weak, and his speech naught, 2 Corinthians 10: 10. But what says the divine answer to him? I have left to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed knee to Baal. At the end of the journey that question comes up and Elijah tells the old story; and there was an earthquake and a fire; God was not in either. But all these are symbolic of divine power, what God could do with Jezebel. How quickly He could have withered her up with any of these powers, and yet Elijah fled from her. But God was not in any of them. God could use one of those at a distance; God does not need to be in them, but He operates through them. And now Elijah comes out and hears a still small voice. God takes up Elijah and uses him again, sending him to anoint Elisha and others, meaning that God will get His purpose. If I do not do the work He has given me to do, someone else will; but if I love God I will do what I can. That is the idea, and Elijah was used again. God in grace restored him. Now just a word about John in Revelation; he, too, is a great servant. I just wanted to show how the touch is to affect us in our actual service. The Lord says to John in verse 18, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades. And in verse 17 it says, He laid his right hand upon me, 

    His right hand. That is, I come now to the last word; it is a question of your very best. The Lord is saying this to you in touching you with His right hand; it does not say His right hand touched the leper or that the angels right hand touched Elijah; but John is in full service. He is in the Spirit on the Lords day, in prison for the testimony. There is no rebuke for John. The Lord puts His right hand upon him; He means to give him to realise that his very best is to be put into the service. The Lord is saying, I have put My very best into the service. The right hand is symbolic of ones best in service; and the Lord is saying to us tonight, Whatever little bit you undertake to do, do it with your might. Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. It is not an optional matter. Cursed be he that doeth the work of Jehovah negligently, Jeremiah 48: 10. That is a most solemn word. People think they can make the Lords work a mere side-line, but the Lord does not like that. He wants you to put your whole strength into the thing. As John says, That we may not lose what we have wrought, but may receive full wages, 

    (2 John 8); you want to get all the wages. Love will tell you what wages to expect. It is no selfish matter at all. The Lord puts His right hand upon him and tells him, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades. What a mighty Person is speaking! All powerful! And He is saying, I put all My strength into the service that God committed to Me, and I want you to take it on. John was working faithfully; Now, the Lord says, there are three things you have got to attend to. There are three things, one, two, three, that you are to write about. I just wanted to say that we must learn to be in order in our service. It is very important, I believe, in service, especially if you are speaking to the saints, if you have your number one, two, three; because we are built that way. Our minds are created that way to take in mathematics, so to speak; to take in the order of one, two, three. It is to keep things in their order; it is a question of order. So the Lord is saying to us tonight, If you are going to speak or write for the saints or to the saints, see to it that things are in order; that you are understood. There is the intelligence and the intelligible; that is, what I have got and what I can convey. God has done that perfectly. The word Logos (The Word) means that; it means the divine mind has come out in intelligence and intelligibility. There is intelligence, and there is intelligibility. God has made us that way. He has given us fingers and eyes and toes and hands-all on the principle of number. He is the God of measure; He is called that. Take Luke, for instance; Luke says, It has seemed good to me also ... to write to thee with method (Luke 1: 3); and there is no book in the Scriptures so easily understood as Luke. He writes with method. And so the Lord has put His right hand upon John and told him about Himself, and He says, Write therefore what thou hast seen (verse 19). That is number one. He says, in effect, If you are going to write a book, 

    the first thing is what you see. He saw the Lord and the candlesticks and all this. The next thing you are to write is number two: The things that are what you have seen is preliminary. These things that are have continued on from the time the Lord spoke until I am speaking now, and they will go on still further. The little word are is present tense, but it is now some seventeen or eighteen centuries old. That is a wonderful thing. John, you are to write that; that is number two, covering such a period of time. It is in the divine touch you can do this. He put His right hand upon him; this is the way; put your all into it. This book is called a sealed book by many, but it is not a sealed book, it is an opened book; that is, to those who have the Spirit of God it is very intelligible, but the Lord knew the difficulties that would attach to it, and He told John in effect, to write it very carefully in order and in all the strength that I am imparting to you. That is number two. And number three is The things that are about to be after these. The connection is in the word and. Write therefore what thou hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are about to be after these (verse 19). There are three sets. So He has put it on John to write this book. There is no such care, as far as I know, expended on any other book as this. A great servant is taken up and treated in this way. He is the servant that Jesus loved; the most interesting, perhaps, of all the servants of God. He is the only one that is called the disciple whom Jesus loved; several times over he is called that. And the Lord has never forgotten that; He loves him just now as much as ever He did, when He was telling him this thing. 

    To be very simple, the things that are refer to the history of the assembly, the seven churches. The things that are about to be after these are what we find in the book from chapter 4 until the end. The things that are about to be after these will take up a great deal more space than the first two. The book is mainly the things that are about to be after these. That is a great practical outline of the history of Europe and the world that is seen in this book from chapter 4 until the end. I am now speaking about order in our service, that we present the truth in intelligence and intelligibility, so that those who hear may run, as it is said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it (Habakkuk 2: 2), and that he that hears may know what it means and may accept with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls, James 1: 21. 
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    THE RIGHTS AND PATIENCE OF GOD IN TESTIMONY (4) (JT 35)

    1 Kings 20: 26 - 43; 1 Kings 21: 17 - 29; 1 Kings 22: 31 - 34

    JTIn these chapters we have the second phase of our subject; that is, the patient grace of God as witnessed in our own times in carrying on the service of grace in christendom; even employing persons who are not characteristically obedient, but who may at times come under the divine ordering; God thus giving victory after victory, but at the same time discriminating, so that, however much men may be used in the service of God, and through His patience, God by no means clearing the guilty, Exodus 34: 7. He gives good credit, but by no means clears the guilty, so the judgment of God finds out Ahab in the midst of the battle, protecting Jehoshaphat. We are told in Chronicles that Jehovah diverted the Syrians from Jehoshaphat, and the king of Israel is wounded, and dies afterwards, and is buried in Samaria, and the dogs licked his blood. It is this side of the truth that enters into these chapters. What would be seen in the passage read from chapter 20 is the use of the word prophet in verse 13, and again in verse 22; and in verse 28, the man of God  this prophetic service attending on Ahab; that is, as representing the responsible element in the sphere of profession. God uses what there is in the way of prophetic ministry, to augment what is being done, so that every help in keeping with the divine mind is available, and yet He by no means clears the guilty. Although there are those in evil associations who are really the Lords, like Jehoshaphat, they are saved only as by fire. 

    HBThese persons are unnamed. Do you take them to be Elijah, or others who are raised up? 

    JTI think others. It is more that kind of prophetic service, without distinguishing anyone, it is in whomsoever it may be seen. Then, besides that, there is the man who values the inheritance, Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, and he valued it as the inheritance of his fathers. 

    HBAre these individuals from amongst the seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal? 

    JTQuite so, they belong to the seven thousand. We do well to keep our eye on these features, the prophetic features, the man of God, and the man who values the inheritance; and finally, the man who is saved at the end so as by fire  that is Jehoshaphat. We get Micaiah too  another prophet named. Then we get in the last part of chapter 20 a certain man of the sons of the prophets acting for God. So that we have a remarkable range of divine agencies augmenting and supporting the responsible element; so that, if anything can be done, they have every facility for doing it, God helping them. Yet it all culminates in the complete destruction of Ahab and Jezebel, but the preservation of every bit that is for God, represented in Jehoshaphat. 

    RemYou speak of victory after victory; what would those victories be in christendom? 

    JTThere would be many such victories since the Reformation, during the past hundred years, in the sphere of profession; the Lord has not given up His rights in it, nor will He, while the Holy Spirit is here. Whatever is done has to be accredited to God working with poor instruments perhaps, but whatever is done, would have its value, and is to be noted. There has been much work carried on, souls have been saved, and the truth, in very large measure, has been maintained by certain agencies; but God is by no means clearing the guilty, and the garment spotted by the flesh is always in view for judgment. 

    QuesIt says, in the address to Philadelphia, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut. Is that the resource for this day? 

    JTThat goes a little beyond what we have in these chapters, but of course, it is always true. 

    PLIs it like Eldad and Medad in the camp, an agency Moses is thankful for? 

    JTJust so. 

    WJWWhat is the thought of the sons of the prophets? 

    JTThey are the product of an earlier generation which God owned. The prophets are formally recognised; but the sons of the prophets are very uncertain  you may find a good one, and you may find others who divert from the truth. 

    WJWSo Elisha found them when they attempted to look for Elijah. 

    JTYes, they were diverting from the truth of ascension. Although Elisha knew as well as they that the Lord had taken Elijah away, yet they even influenced Elisha in a wrong direction; so you cannot trust them, yet there may be a good one here and there. A certain man of the sons of the prophets said to another by the word of Jehovah, Smite me, ...  that is a good one, that is a useful son of a prophet. A man of God is more than is conveyed by the term a son of a prophet. The order is that, in verse 13, a prophet draws near to Ahab; in verse 22, a prophet drew near to the king of Israel; and in verse 28, the man of God drew near and spoke to the king of Israel: then, in verse 35, a certain man of the sons of the prophets. That is the order in which that subject stands. God has His hidden servants. If we keep our eye on divine territory, that in which God has rights and asserts them, we shall see that He uses whom He will, and we shall not quarrel with any whom God may use  we just accept them. We let God act sovereignly in His own territory, and, as the Lord said to the disciples, Forbid them not. They would have forbidden them to cast out demons because they did not walk with, or follow, them; but the Lord says, Forbid them not. 

    JFCIs the man of God a mature thought? 

    JTI think so; he stands in a crisis, he can be relied on. Elijah is pre-eminently the man of God as was recognised by the widow in her house. 

    WCGWe have to recognise men like Wesley and Whitefield. 

    JTYes. Such are not to be despised; but then the garment spotted by the flesh is to be hated, and that appears in all these great movements. God would help us so that the garment should not be spotted by the flesh. 

    JCIn what way do you view Jehoshaphat here? 

    JTHe represents, in this section, a christian in false associations  and there are many of them, alas! But your eye is detained by the persons of these prophets: when we come to chapter 22 we have Micah, a very faithful prophet. 

    RemThe prophet testifies to the responsible element, corresponding to the Lord Jesus addressing the angel in Revelation 2 and 3. 

    JTQuite so. That illustrates what we are saying that even the last phase of the assembly is given counsel  come and buy from Me. Those in the systems around are ready to pay for many things; the Lord says, Why do you not buy from Me? He has the best things. That is the position today. The Lords attitude toward the professing system is still one of grace, but He will by no means clear the guilty; He has His eye on the guilty. 

    QuesDo you look on the sons of the prophets as taking sides with the man of God?  And the man of God drew near, and spoke to the king of Israel. 

    JTThe prophet or the man of God is serving Ahab: he tells him three times over what is to happen, and what to do. What we have to see first of all is the service of the prophet to Ahab, and that Ahab himself is to be the general of the army. You are to be the leader, the word was. Ahab says, By whom? And he said, Thus saith Jehovah: By the servants of the princes of the provinces. It would look as if there is an allusion to those in the country. Our times are city times, they are marked by cities, the growth of cities is remarkable in all countries. But the suggestion here is that success will attend the princes of the provinces, and then he said, Who shall begin the battle? And he said, Thou. And he numbered the servants of the princes of the provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty-two; and after them he numbered all the people, all the children of Israel, Seven thousand. There is distinguishment here in the numbering of the servants of the princes of the provinces, the young men; and then the total number, which is perfect  seven thousand. 

    QuesIs it remarkable that it is the servants of the princes of the provinces? 

    JTWell, the servants are young men; they are not persons of distinction. We are living in times in which distinctions of learning and ability in the nominal service of God have all the place, but these people have no distinctions of learning or religious distinctions, or anything of that kind; they are just the young men, or servants, of the princes of the provinces. 

    PLThere was a man who came up from the country in another crisis, and he was used  Simon the Cyrenian, to carry the cross. 

    JTQuite so. He had a great honour: which he did not seek, but there was evidently a result, for his sons appear in the testimony. 

    QuesDoes it show that God can do His own work in His own wherever He has put them? 

    JTJust so, that is what the record shows. God is operating in His own territory. You may say, Well, the instrumentality is poor; the material is poor; but then, God acts in spite of difficulties and obtains results; He shows that He discriminates, that He never loses sight of what is against Him  that comes into judgment. 

    RemWhy does it refer to the perfect number of seven thousand? 

    JTI think to bring out how God can rule and control things, and operate on His own principles in spite of the difficulties: He secures a perfect number. 

    RemNot one lost, in that way; all that is of God comes through. 

    JTYes. As we were reminded this morning, there is no doubt a link between the divine answer to Elijah, and the seven thousand reserved, and this seven thousand under the Lords hand. 

    RemThe first reference to the seven thousand is, a negative one; they have not bowed the knee to Baal and their mouths have not kissed him: but here it is the positive side. 

    JTYes. Ahab doubtless would not have chosen them: the Lord has such influence under these circumstances that Ahab takes on Jehovahs selection. I mean, it is the over-ruling influence of God, that He attains His end in spite of difficulties, and the difficulties are very great. 

    RemThe Lord has all power in heaven and on earth. 

    JTThat is right, and He shows it here. Ahab, the military man, would hardly have selected these; there is no evidence that they were military men specially, there are two hundred and thirty-two of them, they are distinguished by being numbered. 

    PLWould the fact that they are referred to as flocks of goats suggest an element of separation with them? 

    JTThat comes in in the next battle. We have progression here. The first thing is, these men have no special distinction, yet they are the successful ones in the work of God. 

    FIDoes it go to show that God is with the saints as a whole? Is that what sustains things here under the hand of God, rather than the administrative side? You made a distinction between the provinces and the cities the cities are more on the administrative side. 

    JTYou can see how that works out today. The administrative side, from the standpoint we are taking now, is the hierarchy; the metropolitan, for instance, that is the administrative side; but God takes up something else, and that something else, has no outward distinction. It is composed of young persons in service, and they belong to the princes of the provinces, persons who are not specially related to the administrative side but belong to the company. 

    PLWould the persons named at Antioch be set off against Jerusalem, the metropolis? 

    JTJust so  Niger and the others. They were drawn from very different parts of the earth. 

    PHThese servants of the princes stand in contrast to the great company of Ben-hadad and the thirty-two kings. 

    JTQuite so. Think of the number of kings! that is the kind of thing in the world; it is the power of the world in royalty that Ben-hadad represents. But these young men are simple. Religious administrative leaders would not pay any attention to people who meet as we do. 

    RemAs the apostle says in 1 Corinthians  things that are not, that he may annul the things that are (chapter 1: 28). 

    QuesIs this for the protection of the inheritance? 

    JTThat is what we come to, the inheritance is in view, and the divine inheritance was being invaded: this is the great general territory of God which He still holds to, and Ben-hadad is invading that. God is going to meet him, notwithstanding the poor material He has. The general testimony God has in christendom  it is all that God has, but the successful part lies with these young men, having no special distinction. We ought to get clear about these young men who have no status religiously. No doubt, in coming out of Samaria, 

    the thought is not exactly reproach, but rather that they are brought under administration; they are not without administration. They come out of the city, and then the king of Syria says, Whether they be come out for peace, take them alive; or whether they be come out for war, take them alive. And these servants of the princes of the provinces came out of the city ...  which I apprehend to allude to the fact that they are not without administrative order. God has His eye on them. He has given them the service, and they are successful; so that it says, they slew every one his man. They are in single combat, which, I understand, is the most testing of all features of war  hand to hand combat, And they slew every one his man; and the Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them. I understand what is brought out is that these are men, they are not only able to fight together, but they can fight singly. They were quitting themselves like men. 

    RemThese are the moral qualities that were so desirable in Timothys day. Like the faithful men to whom Timothy was to commit things. 

    JTQuite so, to faithful men. 

    HCLIt was the servants of the princes of the provinces who were to bring in deliverance, but these seven thousand referred to were Ahabs selection. Will you say a word as to that? 

    JTThe people were numbered  seven thousand, they were the people  those that were there. That does not mean that all Israel was numbered, it means those that were available at the moment for war. I think the perfect number is to be noted; there is no credit to Ahab, it is what was there. It was God in His overruling power and influence, who brought all this about in spite of the most adverse conditions. So the victory was complete. 

    Now the next thing is the question of whether God can be limited. Read verses 22 - 24, ... take the kings away, every man out of his place, and put governors in their stead. That corresponds to the modern removal of royalty and putting up of presidents and the like, persons of less note. But the issue was, Is He not a God of the valleys also? Does His power not extend to the valleys, the plateaux? And that brings in the question of the resurrection, for Jesus went down into the depths, the power of God is seen there: He is not only God above, He is God below. So that the whole truth as to God and His power is in question. 

    HBThe power of the world in its democratic or republican phases is no greater against the testimony than in its royal form. 

    JTIt seems as if they suggested a wise thing, but it did not avail anything against God. So it says, The children of Israel were numbered and victualled, and they went against them; and the children of Israel encamped before them like two little flocks of goats (chapter 20: 27). 

    Ques. Why two? 

    JTI suppose it would be the idea of testimony to the thought involved. Goats take an individual path  it is the idea of separation. That is brought in in 2 Timothy. Timothy is the goat, he separates, but he does not remain separated, 2 Timothy 2: 19 gives us the goat  let him withdraw from iniquity; he withdraws from the evil: he is isolated, but he does not remain isolated, he follows righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. I think that brings in the two little flocks of goats over against the enormous area of opposition  the Syrians filled the land, it says. Outside these two little flocks of goats there is not one to take Gods side. I think God is narrowing things down, as it were, where He had been operating; the denominations are becoming of less and less account, they are becoming honeycombed with evil; apostasy is already there, and there is very little going on. But over against the country full of Syrians you have these two little flocks of goats. 

    RemIt is not natural for goats to be in flocks. 

    JTNo, they serve in the way of separation, but they do not remain separate. 

    PLSo that before the bride in Canticles can be really united to Christ, 2 Timothy features have appeared. Thy hair is as a flock of goats (chapter 4: 1). Hair speaks of strength. 

    JTThese two little flocks of goats are very striking. God gives the victory. Whatever is going on today for God, I believe the testimony is maintained in smallness, in little flocks, like these two flocks of goats, having no apparent power at all to cope with what is against them, but God is on their side. 

    QuesHave the flocks individually to maintain the characteristics of separation? 

    JTI think so. We can understand it now in the light of the New Testament; all the Scriptures were written for us; we can see how the whole truth is being maintained by those who are in separation; you cannot trust any others. 

    QuesIs that the result of the numbering and victualling? 

    JTThat is very beautiful. They were numbered and victualled  they are fed. You do not get that before; they are fully provided for from Gods point of view, so that they are not overcome. 

    PLThe Lord, in John 17, speaks of the men whom thou gavest me. Has He not numbered and victualled them? 

    JTExactly. A century ago this little flock came to light; God numbered them and gave them great light. That light is for christendom: the Collected Writings by J. N. Darby are for christendom; the great victory was for every person in christendom; but what use do they make of it? Ben-hadad represents the responsible side of the opposition; but Ahab spared the world, and accepted it on its own terms. In the history of christendom they have accepted the world on its own terms, which is what Ahab did here. 

    QuesDoes that emphasise what you have spoken of? God will by no means clear the guilty. The acceptance of such things will bring down Gods judgment on it. 

    JTIt will. All that light of the last hundred years will bring Gods judgment on these men; every society and association will be brought into judgment. The question will be, Why did you not profit by all this light? Instead of that, they accepted on its own terms the world which the light condemned. 

    PHIs the contrast to that, having the God of the valleys with you as seeking to walk in the path of separation? 

    JTQuite so, we ought to understand the God of the valleys  Gethsemane, and how God came in in power there. The next thing is, Is Ahab, the responsible element in christendom, to be allowed to go without rebuke? That is the service rendered by a certain man of the sons of the prophets: but, in order to render the service, to rebuke Ahab, he has to suffer himself. This is another matter. If I am to be of service in this way, I have to suffer myself; in other words, I have to bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus. He says to one, Smite me, I pray thee. If I am a loose kind of brother, and not sympathetic with the testimony, I will not smite another in this sense; and if I follow that out fully, it would mean, Why should God smite Jesus? That is what that means, that is in the mans mind; yet he seems to be a nice kind of man. If I do not learn to smite people in the sense spoken of here, I am of no use to God. God smote Jesus  they persecute him whom thou hast smitten, Psalm 69: 26, Smite the Shepherd  Jesus had to be smitten. 

    PLGod hewed them by the prophets, Hosea 6: 5. Is that the smiting? 

    JTWell, it is. The smiting of course is not with literal swords now; it is by the word of God we smite people. Natural sentiment would say, No, you must not be so severe on people as that. 

    PLPity thyself, Lord! 

    RemYou mean, you would tell a man that if he continues on his present path he will come into judgment. 

    JTI am to judge him by the word of God  that is the principle. 

    FIDoes being consistent with the Timothy principle bring in suffering, but at the same time you would stand out as one who condemned the systems around? 

    JTThat is the way it stands. One has to bear in ones body, as Paul did, the brands of the Lord Jesus, Galatians 6: 17. If I am to be in the hands of God to minister rebuke to christendom, I must do that. 

    PLI must be in the hands of God to rebuke the offender if I am to be used of Him to recover the one who offended? Paul would have things committed to faithful men. 

    JTThat is the idea, A certain man of the sons of the prophets is a faithful man. This brings out what has been before us, what God had, He found another man  the first man would not do it, but there is another man  and he says to him, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man smote him violently, and wounded him. Now why did he do that? He did not ask him to smite him violently, but he represents the idea; God smote Christ violently in judgment when He took our place, so that we must not be easy on the flesh if we are to be of service to God. 

    QuesDid Paul smite Peter when he said, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be condemned, Galatians 2: 11. 

    RemIt says, rebuke with all authority, Titus 2: 15. 

    JTQuite so. So this man is to face the king of Israel and he is to face him as a man smitten; that is the gospel. He is smitten himself  the king of Israel is obliged to state the truth, he says, So is thy judgment: thyself hast decided it, showing that he knew the truth; and these men do know the truth, but they do not obey it. So that the man of the sons of the prophets hastily took the sash away from his face; and the king of Israel discerned him, that he was of the prophets. There it was, he was of the prophets, he belonged to that class. Instead of the king being convicted, it says, the king of Israel went to his house sullen and vexed. He gets no good out of all this: he is drawing near to his end, he is not profiting by the testimony brought to him. 

    QuesThe psalmist says, Let the righteous smite me, it is kindness; and let him reprove me, it is an excellent oil which my head shall not refuse. Psalm 141: 5. Would that be the same principle? 

    JTQuite so. This man who smites violently is a man we have to reckon with. 

    HBAn interesting word appears in these chapters, the word found. He found Elisha; then this man found a man who would smite him. Is that a feature of the present day  finding suitable persons? 

    JTI think so. In the first case, he said to another ...  that is anyone; but this man who smites violently is a found man, as if he had to be found; it was not anybody in the street who would do this. 

    RemWould you link him with the man who knew something about the cake and the cruse of water? He could smite violently in relation to the official system that Ahab represented. 

    JTExactly, the violent smiting had that in view. It was something very wrong, and this man who is smitten is in a vicarious position. But if Jesus had to suffer, smitten of God and afflicted, shall I escape if I continue in the path of self-will? That is what Ahab had to learn, that is the testimony. He went to his house sullen and vexed; but then the bow at a venture reached him, the judgment of God reached him. 

    PHWere these the exercises that reached the Galatian saints as Paul came before them? He spoke of them as desiring to have a fair appearance in the flesh. Bearing in his body the brands of the Lord Jesus  would that be his power to put them on different lines? 

    JTI thought that was why it was brought in there. It was a question of suffering, not the literal circumcision, but the suffering for Christ. 

    QuesWould it connect with what we have in 2 Corinthians, chapters 4 and 5  Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus? 

    JTThat would fit in. 

    QuesHow would it be made practical in local circumstances? 

    JTYou are brought into accord with Christ  Bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus. 

    HBDo you think the vineyard in the next chapter is a further thought? 

    JTIt brings in a higher thought, as if God is generalising in this chapter, giving the responsible leaders in christendom every advantage, but now God is at issue with Ahab. There is an issue between the man who has the inheritance and values it, and these leaders. They want what you have. 

    PLIs the thought of their wanting your inheritance like Laodicea, the imitative system seeking to steal the Philadelphian features? 

    JTYes, they would be glad to have what those have who are subject to God, who keep His commandments; such persons get wonderful things from God by the Spirit. These leaders would take all that without paying the price, without going through what is necessary to that end. 

    QuesWould they not use the inheritance for their own fancies, making it a garden of herbs? 

    JTIt is only recently I have seen a letter from a brother who has been much before us, in which he said he valued the fellowship, but was not prepared for the responsibilities entailed. There he is writing down his own condemnation. I mean one like that is doing so. The inheritance is something to be valued, and we are not to give it up on those lines. 

    WCGJacob was one who valued the inheritance. 

    JTYes, he valued what came down to him, the birthright, and God values a man who appreciates the birthright. 

    WCGSo we ought to value our position. 

    RemAhab would have turned the vineyard into a garden of herbs, thus he would limit it to his own use. 

    JTJust so. Then we get what Jezebel would do. She comes to the aid of the leading man and kills Naboth, puts him out of the way. We must not assume that such a spirit is not abroad today, for there is that murderous spirit; if it could only do what it would wish to do. So that all this brings out the position of the saints, those who value the inheritance; they are exposed to the bitter hostility of Jezebel. 

    RemWe would value it more if we took account of the fact that it has been handed down to us by our fathers who went through the warfare. 

    JTQuite so. Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! God greatly values that. It is the finishing touch here; a man who values the inheritance and dies at the hand of Jezebel because he holds to it. 

    PLHe has the tenacity of a Philadelphian  holding fast. 

    JTThat is the thought  holding fast; you must not let anything go. 

    RemThe false witnesses make an untruthful statement against the man who holds the inheritance; we find that today. 

    JTIt is distressing that persons known as brethren should descend to such untruthfulness as may be seen in current attacks on the truth. These men set up by Jezebel were deliberately untruthful. 

    RemAlexander the coppersmith greatly withstood the word of Paul, and we have men like that today. 

    JTI believe the enemy has sought to take away our inheritance by a very circuitous route recently; to take away the rich inheritance that has come down to us as to the principles of fellowship. The enemy has endeavoured to bring in false principles that have been fought against by those who have preceded us, and through whom we have handed down to us the principles that govern the house of God  a rich inheritance. The enemy has by a very round-about way endeavoured to rob us of it, and to weaken the young amongst us who know little or nothing about the conflicts that have preceded in the maintenance of the truth governing the house of God; and there is a constant effort to lessen the value of these principles in our minds when we do know them. So that Naboth is an outstanding testimony and witness to those who value the inheritance and hold it fast. Naboth did not want to barter his inheritance at any price. We cannot surrender the inheritance, it is priceless. 

    PHWould the meeting for ministry be the way in which the Lord is seeking to establish us? 

    JTI think a meeting for ministry is good. It is for all the saints in a place gathered together; so the prophets have opportunity for ministering what they have, one after another. There is no doubt, if we are true in these meetings (for it really is a question of loyalty to one another, that we do not take advantage of one another) I believe the Lord will give a prophetic word, so that people will fall down and say, God is indeed amongst you. 

    JGIs there any light in Scripture to regulate us as to when we should have such meetings? 

    JTAny convenient time. The order in 1 Corinthians is:- Chapter 10, the great general thought of fellowship. 

    Chapter 11, the inclusive thought of the Lords supper. 

    Chapter 12, the organism, the unity  it is called the Christ, in verse 12, it is dignified, which would mean that the flesh is not allowed, we have all been given to drink of one Spirit, that is, we are all satisfied, we are satisfied in the position. 

    Chapter 13, love, the way of surpassing excellence, love amongst ourselves. 

    Chapter 14, the ministry of the gifts  prophecy is especially commended, and it is, when the whole assembly come together in one place. 

    In chapter 11, it is not the whole assembly, it is when ye come together in assembly  it is in function there, and may include several subdivisions in a city, as you have here; but chapter 14, is when all the saints are together, the whole assembly is together in one place; not exactly in assembly, but in one place. All the saints may be there, and there is room there for ministry; however many the saints may be, they should be there. 

    PLSo that the Lords voice to the city as such may be heard assemblywise. 

    JTYes, however many there are in the city they are to be there  the whole assembly in one place. 

    HCLIt does not exclude any. If, for instance, I was in such a meeting here, having come from another locality, would it be open for me to take part? 

    JTSurely; the truth of the body would cover that. As coming together in this way an unbeliever may come in and be so affected by the presence of God through prophetic ministry, that he falls down and acknowledges  not simply his guilt, but  that God is there. That is the point  God is in the assembly. 

    AELThe secrets of his heart are manifested. 

    JTQuite so, but the point is that God is recognised to be there through ministry. 

    PLShould it be part of the temple services, on the local assembly calendar, as you might say, and be comparatively regular? 

    JTI think it is mentioned as though it were regular. 

    QuesShould two cities come together? 

    JTIt should always be local; it never loses its local setting. If others come in, it does not lose that character. 

    QuesWhat would you call a district? 

    JTA district would be County Down as this whole district, including Holywood. Bangor, etc. Scripture does not warrant that for administrative purposes. Paul speaks to the assemblies in Galatia to rebuke and correct them, but he does not constitute the province of Galatia an administrative area. 
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    1 Kings 20: 1 - 43

    JTI think we noted this morning that Elisha had come on the scene; the service of God required a man other than Elijah. God, however, would not reject Elijah. He would take him on and use him later, but at the Same time Elisha came on the scene and thus the work of God was carried on as needed. What we have spoken of already this morning ought to be further noted, that is the idea of faithfulness in the service of God, and that God will take on anyone who is faithful, not so much for his ability, but for his faithfulness. It says God is faithful. There is no doubt that the Scriptures are written not only to convey fully things that we should know but to fit us for service, fit us to do things rightly and to do them well. So that we have much enlargement at times to bring out thoughts, and to bring them into the experience of the servants of God, those who would serve Him. So that a thing should be done and done well. 

    ASBIs that seen in relation to Paul in regard to faithfulness? In 1 Corinthians 4, it says, Let a man so account of us as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Here, further, it is sought in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 

    JTVery good. I was somewhat slighting the idea of faithfulness at first, but I can see that that is the main thought in all of this, in fact we see constantly that things flow out from God Himself, or from the Lord Jesus, or from the Holy Spirit. So that God is faithful. 

    CCTWould what Paul says to Timothy in his second epistle in regard to entrusting the truth to faithful men be on that line? 

    JTJust so. 

    EJMIs that why Elijah went to mount Horeb where the faithfulness of God would come before him? 

    JTI think the faithfulness of God would come out in Beer-sheba too. Beer-sheba would be illustrative of the faithfulness of God. That came in earlier, in Genesis especially. At mount Horeb, of course, as we said this morning, he resigned his commission, and God took up another to take his place. God will not be taken without resource; He will have His men in due time. 

    VCLIs not one mark of the faithfulness of God seen in the kind of servants whom He puts in the assembly to serve it? Paul speaks of serving in Ephesus for three years night and day with tears. Is that not a practical evidence of Gods faithfulness through a servant? 

    JTAnd then this city. What is said about one of the thoughts in the passage that we are dealing with. And God Himself is faithful and the number of persons that He had: I have much people in this city. 

    SMcCIs it not interesting that in the transitional epistle, Colossians, Paul alludes to two faithful ministers? Epaphras a faithful minister at the beginning and Tychicus a faithful minister at the end. That is important, is it not? 

    JTFaithful ministers, yes. 

    RHIn a time of recovery, in Nehemiah 7, it says, I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the citadel, charge over Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and feared God above many. 

    JTYes, that was a testimony that was sent out from Belfast regarding the death of our beloved brother Mr. J.G. It was borne witness to him, that he was a faithful man above many, the brother who called attention to it quoting this scripture. So that the Spirit of God makes comparisons. 

    AHIs this matter of faithfulness seen in this matter of Elisha? In the end of the previous chapter, he is making up the number twelve, he has nothing less than the whole idea before him, and then he boils the flesh as if he is consecrating himself definitely to the service. 

    JTHe was with the twelfth, just so. The full number whatever it was in the sense of administration was there. He was with the twelfth. 

    AHHave you any thought as to why he boils the flesh? Does it link up with Leviticus 8, that he is really consecrating himself irrevocably in the service? 

    JTVery good. Boiling is not like frying or roasting, it is a question of what the word means in the cooking of food, how food is to be cooked. Have you any thought about that? 

    AHI was linking it in my mind  I hope you will put me right if I am wrong  with Leviticus 8: the thought of the consecration of the priest, persons in faithfulness devoting themselves to divine interests; they are going to serve God. 

    JTBut what about the thought of cooking, how food is to be cooked, whether things are boiled, or roasted or fried? I am only raising the question as to how the brethren can help each other in this respect as to cooking food. 

    SMcCEzekiel makes a lot of the boiling houses, as if the indirect action of the fire is stressed. 

    JTThat is the word, indirect action of the fire in the service of cooking. That is just the idea, and, of course, that must be used in regard of spiritual food. How much must be used in cooking food, because we have to consider what the saints need and what we are to give them to eat. The indirect action as you say is quite instructive because it leads to the care that is used for the food that is cooked and given to the saints. Have you anything more to say. Mr. McC., because I think it is most important that we might have the idea of food and how to cook it properly? 

    SMcCI just thought it was instructive that in Ezekiel 46 there were the four courts in the four corners of the system, having boiling places, that is there is uniformity in the system as to this matter of the provision of food. 

    JTThat is very good. 

    AHDoes it refer to some peculiar application of the death of Christ, that is not the judicial side of His suffering under the hand of God for sin, but rather His suffering in love that the service of God might go on? 

    JTJust so. We have to learn everything either from Christ or from God. Everything must begin there, and even as to cooking. We must learn how to do it. God has everything in His hand, whether it be God the Father or Christ the Son, or the Spirit the Paraclete. It is a question of divine Persons, and it is a question of our learning who They are and how to speak of Them, how to address Them, and how to bring Them into the service of God, each one of Them. 

    JLFIs boiling an extended exercise? 

    JTIt takes longer, I suppose, to boil. The pan or roasting would be quicker, I suppose, but it is certainly a prolonged idea. 

    JLFI was wondering if it would fit in with the thought of bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus. 

    JTBearing it about in the body, just so, I would say there is something in that for us to learn. 

    RHBoiling would require the additional use of water, as against fire alone as with roasting, would it not? 

    JTQuite so. The roasting or frying is the rapid use of heat for cooking. As I was saying, we have to learn everything from divine Persons themselves, whether it be God or Christ. And we have to learn the old as well as the new because the Old Testament extends things. Things are much more extended necessarily than they are in the New. 

    SMcCThe Lords supper affords the suggestion as to food, the result of the indirect action of the fire, to sustain us in relation to the service of God in a general way. 

    JTThe Lords supper is the very beginning of the idea of food. There is not much in it in the way of quantity, but it is there to indicate how divine Persons do things, and at the Lords supper we have to enter into things in detail, and there is much that comes in for each one to do. It cannot be done for you, you have to do it yourself. The Lords supper is something that we have to partake of ourselves, but as to the actual cooking and preparation for food it has to be understood how it is to be done, and we have to learn from divine Persons. 

    QuesThe passover was brought in in chapter 5 of 1 Corinthians, For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed; so that let us celebrate the feast. What would you say about that? 

    JTVery good, there is a good thought in that, with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. So these are words that have to be noted. 

    QuesThe passover in Exodus was the direct action of the fire. You said chapter 11 was the indirect action, what is the difference between those two? 

    JTLet us come to Corinthians, if you will be kind enough to mention where the food is in mind, the action of fire in cooking the food. Tell us what you have in mind in allusion to the Lords supper. 

    RemI was thinking first of chapter 5, For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed, that was roast with fire; then our brother mentioned chapter 11, and suggested it was more the indirect action, what we can appropriate as the result of the death of Christ. It is not the judicial side, is it? The Lords supper would be the privilege side. 

    JTThat is right, the privilege side. 

    JLFWould this matter of his taking time to cut up the oxen and boil them indicate that he was not prepared to rush into the service? He is taking his time, deliberately and thoughtfully, according to verse 21 of chapter 19. 

    JTHe took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave to the people, and they ate. Now that is something that is well worth thinking over, what Elisha did, because as we were saying at the beginning of the reading, Elisha comes into evidence here as replacing Elijah. What he does must bear on his future service, and instead of Elijah now we have Elisha to consider, but still Elijah is not thrown aside altogether. He still comes into view and will be used as we shall see in the next book. What Elisha does is well worth thinking of. He returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen. That is to say, we have already alluded to the difference between boiling and frying and the like. We have to see what this may mean for us, what Elisha does in the sense of preparing food for others, and what it may mean for us. It clearly means that we should go slow, so to speak. He had been using the oxen in the field and now it says he took the yoke of oxen and killed them. He had been using them for other purposes, but now he takes them and kills them for food; he boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen and gave it to the people. That is to say, he has now changed his thought as to what he would do with the oxen, and uses them for food. 

    SMcCWould it be right to think that following on the ministry of Elijah as emphasising the authority of God and the maintenance of His rights, Elisha is bringing in what grace would supply to meet conditions? 

    JTVery good, what grace would supply. I would think there is something in that. I wish you would enlarge on that  what grace would supply. 

    SMcCI thought what you said threw light on his future service, that he is marked at the beginning by supplying things, and in 2 Kings he is bringing in the answer to all the need that exists. 

    JTYes. 

    CCTIs the thought with those who may be serving, that the people are also in mind? It says here that he killed the oxen and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen and gave to the people and they ate. 

    JTThe people are in mind in both chapters. The people are used to slay the prophets of Baal. The idea evidently is that God will restore His people, and keep them in restoration that they might be used, and I think that is the thing for us. We must proceed to chapter 20. It says the king of Syria assembled all his host; and there were thirty-two kings with him, and horses and chariots; and he went up and besieged Samaria, and fought against it. And he sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into the city, and said to him, Thus says Ben-hadad: Thy silver and thy gold is mine; thy wives also and thy children, the goodliest, are mine. And the king of Israel answered and said, My lord, O king, according to thy saying, I am thine, and all that I have. Now that is an abject surrender on the part of the king of Israel. We want to see how that works out and how Ahab is disposed of according to God. So the passage goes on to say, My lord, O king, according to thy saying, I am thine, and all that I have. That is an abject surrender. That has to be understood in its application, its present application and then we have to begin to think over it and understand it. It says, The Lord will give thee understanding in all things. So it goes on to say, Thou shalt deliver me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children; but tomorrow about this time I will send my servants to thee, and they shall search thy house, and the houses of thy servants; and it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thy sight, they shall put in their hand and take away. And the king of Israel called all the elders of the land and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeks mischief. Now the king of Israel is beginning to assert himself and God is taking him on, but then we shall have to proceed further to perceive the ultimate end of the king of Israel in all of this. That is to say, the enemy is attacking unreasonably and the king of Israel is giving up, but at the same time God is not giving him over altogether. He is still taking him on, and so it says, the king of Israel called all the elders of the land and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeks mischief; for he sent to me for my wives, and for my children, and for my silver, and for my gold; and I denied him not. And all the elders and all the people said to him, Hearken not, nor consent. And he said to the messengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the king, All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first I will do; but this thing I cannot do. And the messengers departed, and brought him word again. And Ben-hadad sent to him and said, The gods do so to me, and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the people that follow me!. That is to say, the enemy is boasting of what he has got, the number of persons. And the king of Israel answered and said, Tell him, Let not him that girdeth on boast himself as he that putteth off! And it came to pass when he heard this word, as he was drinking ... Notice the enemys wretched defeat of himself, the condition he was in as drinking, giving room to the devil more and more, but still he is against the people of God, and now the question is how God is going to deal with this whole matter, because the chapter is long, but very, very interesting and we are to see the ultimate results. What is principally in mind now is to find out what is going to happen to the king of Israel. And so it says, as he was drinking, he and the kings in the tents, that he said to his servants, Set yourselves. And they set themselves against the city. Will you kindly read from verse 13 just to get to the end of this subject? 

    WC[Verses 13 to 30 read]. 

    JTWell now, I think we ought to come back to what we have read and see the full result of this great victory that God has given to His people, because we have to transfer the thing to our own times whether we can connect what we are dealing with at a reading like this and make it fit in with what God is doing in our very midst. A great multitude on the enemys side but then what God is doing is with a few, seven thousand men. God is saying to them that He is on their side and He is going to give them victory. And so we want to consider how it applies to us at the present time, how God will give us victory over a great multitude. I would just ask the brethren to name the passages of scripture that would fit in to what we are dealing with. A great multitude against the people of God and only a few on the side of the people of God, but victory nevertheless on their side through the mercy and grace of God to His people. God is merciful to His people to be with us and give us victory. 

    SMcCWe have the idea of five chasing a hundred, and a hundred putting ten thousand to flight (Leviticus 26: 8). That fits in? 

    JTThe proportion increases. 

    AHWould Matthew 18 link on with this  two or three gathered together unto His name, and there in that position you have the Lord building His assembly as over against the gates of hades? 

    JTMatthew 16 and Matthew 18 certainly come into what we are dealing with, on the one hand a great number against the truth; on the other very few outwardly in favour of it. But nevertheless God is with His people. 

    RHIs it important to arrive at what the king arrived at, what we cannot do? This thing I cannot do. The servants in the Acts when they were told not to preach said they could not refrain from preaching. 

    JTQuite so. 

    RWSIt is a question of the kingdom of Israel, Ahab and Samaria; it is not Judah is it? Would it allude to mixed conditions and how God comes in? 

    JTJust so. I think it is just like christendom. You cannot ignore christendom. The words christian and christendom have some force, but then we have to count on God nevertheless. The battle must be in the hands of God, the victory must come from God. 

    HBThe word in Luke 12 is, Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom. 

    JTVery good. 

    RWSWould it bear then upon what God might do in the public body as well as among ourselves? 

    JTThat is what I was thinking, that we cannot wholly ignore what christendom is, but as soon as the apostasy sets in then it is all over. You might say the apostasy will be the finish. 

    RWSOf course, Elijah and Elisha do not appear in this chapter. It is a prophet and the prophet and sons of the prophets as if it is less distinguished persons. 

    JTQuite so. I thought of that, it is not Ahab and Elijah so much as inferior persons, the sons of the prophets, less important people. But nevertheless God is on the side of the right, what He has committed Himself to. I was speaking of christendom, but it is very poor, it is a mixed condition. The word christian refers to believers, real christians, but christendom is a mixed condition  it may be nothing or it may be something in the sense of being for God. 

    SMcCSo that we can see the principle of abject surrender on the one hand, but then the thought of the reasserting of things in relation to the revival, do we not? 

    JTI think that is right, there is something there that God can approve, but which is at the same time very unreliable. I think christendom is a most unreliable thing, and yet we cannot say that it is just heathendom, it is not just what is in China, for instance. Christendom is not real, but at the same time there is something in it that is real, but when the apostasy comes the unreality will come into evidence and the whole dispensation will be finished, and God will begin another. 

    AHDoes Amos 3 help in working out this matter? It has been remarked as to the faithful ones that they would be centred in the prophets, would they not? Amos tells us, The Lord Jehovah will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets. This victory seems to be secured through the service of these faithful men. 

    JTThat is the way I look at it. 

    SI was thinking on the line of what Mr. H. was saying. Would this unnamed prophet continue the thought of faithfulness in the midst of general departure? I was wondering if there might be some correspondence with the faithful men in 2 Timothy days. 

    JTYou are bound to recognise this prophet. He is not named but he has the character of a prophet and God is evidently supporting him. 

    HAGI was thinking of Judges 7; God seems to be showing His power in the few  three hundred were chosen and the rest of the ten thousand put aside. 

    JTJust so, say a little more about the three hundred. 

    HAGI was thinking there seemed to be a great many available, but those who were selected were the three hundred. 

    JTJust so. The smaller number relatively, but God can identify Himself with it. 

    JWDI was wondering whether this conflict would enter into our prayer meetings. We should discriminate between our attitude towards Jezebel, and the support of this kind of conflict that is connected with Ahab and the overthrow of the Syrians. 

    JTThere is not very much to say in favour of either. Take Rome and take Germany, what Protestantism has become, and there is not much to be said in favour of either; that is to say, the king of Syria is the open enemy, but then Ahab is not much either. He is not to be relied upon. Presently God will deal with him too. There is not much between Rome and Protestantism, because in between you have Russia, that is, you have communism. There is not much to decide in favour of between those elements. There is actual christianity and we have to go on with that wherever we find it, and we are going on with it, and that is what these meetings mean that God is giving us something by which we can accomplish something for Him. 

    JWDYou suggested that there was a real victory gained in this setting for the people of God, did you not? 

    JTYes, that is right, but then we make allowance for Elisha coming in to take Gods side of the whole matter. And we can always count on that. 

    JMcKDoes what Abijah says in relation to Jehovah in 2 Chronicles 13 apply? We have God with us at our head, and his priests, and the loud-sounding trumpets to sound an alarm. He was facing overwhelming odds against Jeroboam, and God gave him the victory. 

    JTJust so, a very good example of what we are speaking of. 

    EJMWhat is the import of the prophets answer to Ahab in verse 14, By whom? And he said, Thus saith Jehovah: By the servants of the princes of the provinces? 

    JTWho is to lead in the actual conflict, and it is to be Ahab. 

    EJMYes, he is to lead, but it says, I will deliver it into thy hand this day; and thou shalt know that I am Jehovah. And Ahab said, By whom? And he said, Thus saith Jehovah: By the servants of the princes of the provinces. Then he said, Who shall begin the battle? And he said, Thou. I was wondering what the significance is. 

    JTI think God is putting the matter where it should be. He is giving Ahab credit for being the leader of Israel up to that time, but God is really not very free about it. He was ready to use Ahab if he was equal to it; Jehovah said, Thou. He is to lead in the conflict. God is not casting him off altogether, He is just giving him the place that Israel ought to have. I think God is still respecting Israel in spite of the weakness that is existent. I think there is much at the present time that God is respecting that is not really of Him, and we can go on with that so long as the right principles are allowed in any measure. 

    EJMI wondered if that was why he said, By the servants of the princes of the provinces, not much respected, but there is the power lying there. 

    JTJust so. 

    ASBIn relation to Judges 7, there were actually three companies, the original thirty-two thousand, twenty-two thousand of whom were timid and went back, and then ten thousand and in the final reduction three hundred. I wondered if there was something in our chapter that would apply in that way in relation to the great profession and then what has come to light recently in regard to Rome; it has been opposed by certain heads in so-called churches, which we would recognise as the ten thousand possibly, but then the three hundred would be connected with our chapter in relation to the prophet. 

    JTI think there is a good deal in that, because what Rome is asserting is repudiated by the Church of England, and we would say we are glad they are going so far at least. The Church of England is not much, but at the same time if it is saying what is right so far we just leave it at that and thank God for it. We would rather that they would be doing that than becoming apostate. 

    ASBThat is exactly what I had in mind. 

    HAPThere is something positive even in Sardis: it says, Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, which are about to die. 

    JTJust so, there are some names even in Sardis, a few names. 

    RemThere are a few names in Sardis who have not defiled their garments. 

    JTQuite so. The Lord recognises that; what He can He recognises, until the apostasy comes; then the matter is over. It has not come yet, but it is in principle around us. 

    LESThe seven thousand who had not bowed the knee to Baal would be in all this, would they not? 

    JTI would regard them as real ones whom we can approve, whom God approves, and I believe that, is just what exists at the present time. There are those we can go with so far, take men like Moody and Sankey and people that really get converts, that is to say those who go on with the truth in any measure, God approves them. So God approved the seven thousand, He says to Elijah, Yet I have left myself seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal. They have not done it, they are genuine persons. But when the apostasy comes in we cannot own anything, the whole matter is rejected. That is a most solemn thing to consider, that when the apostasy comes that is the finish, there is nothing left. I think we ought to read that again to have it clearly in our mind; just read again the part that refers to the apostasy. 

    WC2 Thessalonians 2, verse 3, Let not any one deceive you in any manner, because it will not be unless the apostasy ... 

    JTNow that is the thing, just stop there for the moment, we can enlarge on that; unless the apostasy, let us rest on the idea of the word apostasy. I thought we might see clearly what the apostasy is going to be. It is going to be the finish of this dispensation, that God is going to reject it finally. That is most solemn to think of. 

    JMcKWould you say a little more on how that apostasy will develop. I think it would be helpful for us. 

    JTWell, it is going to be gradual as far as I see. It has been gradual since the Reformation, going on ever since and getting worse and worse. 

    SMcCWould you look at the apostasy as not only developing in christendom in relation to christendom itself, but the governments also giving up things? 

    JTJust so. What has occurred in France has now occurred in Germany and now in Russia. Russia was nominally christian at one time too, not very long since either, but it is going entirely against the truth, although there are some real christians yet in Russia. But the apostasy has been going on since the Reformation, all the time, but God is mercifully coming in in the revival, as we speak of it, through Mr. Darby and this same work has been going on in which we are now this very day. It is a wonderful thing that we are able to speak of it in that way. The real thing God is still supporting and we might say together we are with that. 

    VCLHas the development of the truth in the last hundred and fifty years, tended to retard the apostasy while the completing of the assembly takes place? 

    JTI think so. So that until He be taken out of the way, that which hinders will hinder. That is the Spirit of God. That is the right thought of christianity; it is hindering the apostasy. The apostasy is only gradual and is not any very great outward thing. I do not think we are going to have anything like that. It will be somewhat of a private nature, not recognised in the world at all. We just have to accept that. 

    VCLI was thinking of the necessity, if we have come within the range of the truth, to manifest the spirit of grace that continues to this very day, so that those in what is apostate around us might be saved if possible. 

    JTJust so. But it will not be saved because God is not going to save it. He is giving it up, He is gradually giving it up. 

    RWSI believe you have suggested that what has come under the range of the truth in Mr. Darbys day, and departed from it in the various divisions, will become part of the apostate system. 

    JTQuite so, I am sure it will. What has been false to the revival, open brethrenism (I do not like to use the word), is really not the truth at all. 

    AHThe apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 4 says, But the Spirit speaks expressly, that in latter times some shall apostatise from the faith, giving their mind to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons speaking lies in hypocrisy, cauterised as to their own conscience ... 

    JTApostasy has therefore set in. But it is slow, it is not a great or outward thing, it has set in and we have to notice it. But at the same time carry on with what is right according to God, what we believe is actually right and go on with that, and we are doing it, thank God. God is helping us, and He has helped us in England in the last two or three months. God is greatly helping the brethren and He is doing it here in America at the same time. It is just as well to be simple and say what is true. 

    PWAs to our prayers, are we to continue praying for these men in authority and kings? 

    JTThe truth in that sense stands, the truth of Scripture stands. 

    PWI was thinking about Europe, can we pray for those men too in authority there? 

    JTWe are enjoined to do that. 

    PWI mean the Russians. 

    JTOh, but we are not thinking of Russia when we say Europe. Russia it by itself, it goes beyond Europe. 

    HBIn the scripture in Matthew 13 the Lord speaks of the kingdom of the heavens being like leaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal until it had all been leavened. 

    JTGod is very patient. We can count on that. He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

    RHI was wondering as to this subsequent section where Ahab is tolerant with Ben-hadad and calls him my brother, whether that would be something like Bethesda, which we must resist. 

    JTThat is just the sort of thing Bethesda is. It cannot be relied upon; it is a thorough mixture, although there are some real christians in it, of course. Mr. Darby repudiated it from the very start. 

    SMcCIt seems interesting that Johns ministry deals with what is antichrist, whereas Paul seems to deal with what is anti-God. Is there something in that? 

    JTI think there is. 

    SMcCIn Thessalonians the person who is viewed there as being manifested, the man of sin, sets himself up as God, and takes the place of God. In Johns references to the antichrist he mentions those who did not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh. 

    JTChrist, come in flesh, just so. But I would like to hear a little more about what is anti-God, as it is in your mind, Mr. McC. 

    SMcCI thought it linked with the first beast in Revelation 13, the one who really is in the place of being God and how the revelation of God is opposed in that way in this great matter of the apostasy. 

    JTWhat is anti-God is probably what has come in in christendom, not Protestantism, but something in the East that is taking the place of christianity. I am trying to show what we have to deal with in the last days. Mohammedanism is not open heathendom but it is contrary to christianity and contrary to the truth of the assembly. 

    SMcCMr. Darby points out in the protracted interpretation of the Revelation the place that the Saracen hordes had in invading Europe; this was really a forerunner of what is to come in the way of being anti-God. It was really the forerunner of what will ultimately come in as a terrible scourge. 

    JTJust so, really the apostasy, that is what that is. 

    ADSIn regard to apostasy would you make it a little clearer what is actually apostasy? There are apostate systems, and there are believers in whom there may be a work of God linked with them, and we have to recognise the true character of that with which they are identified, and yet we know the Lord knows those that are His. 

    JTThe mohammedan element is not an entire denial of christianity; there is some pretence to recognise something of Christ or christianity or judaism. Something of that kind is retained in it. That is the character of apostasy that we have to deal with. It is a Saracen element which is recognised in the East largely, and Russia has espoused it, but that does not mean that Russia has wholly given up everything that is of God because there are many real christians in Russia still and in all eastern Asia. At the same time Russia is very near mohammedanism, but Russia is still by itself; it has always had a peculiar distinctiveness by itself. The British a hundred years ago were greatly afraid of Russia coming down from the north, like the king of the north in Daniel. That would ultimately culminate in Russias attack on India and on the whole British Commonwealth. That would be in accord with what God is doing, what He is finding in the British Commonwealth all over the world, because there is always an open door in the British Commonwealth for something of God. And I am sure God recognises it governmentally. But the time will come when it will be wholly cast off, as of no more value than heathendom. 
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    A SINNER CUT OFF AND A SINNER CONVERTED (JT 97)

    1 Kings 20: 35 - 43; 2 Samuel 12: 1 - 13

    You will see, dear friends, that I have read about two kings: one of them, Ahab, who is spoken of in the first scripture, was an inveterate sinner. He is said to have been the worst of all Israels kings; having added to his wickedness an alliance with Jezebel who was a murderess. The other monarch, David, well known, was not an inveterate sinner, but a great saint, a prophet, too, and a psalmist, but also a sinner. He had after his conversion committed two great sins, one of which is mentioned in the passage I read. I will come to him finally, but the similarity in these two passages is striking: the one king, Ahab, guilty in the passage mentioned of failure in trust, a common thing amongst men; indeed, it has marked men from the beginning; the other, David, guilty of covetousness; he had been enjoined not to covet his neighbours wife, and he did, and his covetousness led to murder. 

    Ahabs sin particularly in view here is failure in a trust, as I said; such is very common; it began indeed with Adam and Eve, and has marked perhaps every man and woman ever since to some extent. Adam, as you will know, was entrusted with dominion, and with the care of the garden; he was to dress it and guard it. And we are told later that he transgressed in this respect; he was put under covenant in regard to the garden, and he transgressed. He was covetous, too, and he failed in trust, and that is the particular sin spoken of in this passage I read in regard of Ahab. It is for each of us to see whether it applies to us, as unconverted, if indeed there be such here. I hope there is not. You may say to me, Well, we would expect that you would be glad if there were those unconverted here; but I cannot but be glad if they are all converted. If every single person in this room is converted the more thankful I am, and it will not in the least interfere with what I am saying. If there are any unconverted it is for you to challenge your own heart as to why you have failed under this heading. There are many counts against you, but God is often pleased to take up one particular count; in these scriptures it is one sin, in each case. Davids was a dual sin, but it was really one, covetousness begetting murder. It is Gods way indeed to convict under one heading. 

    The number of sins of which Ahab was guilty would be beyond count as far as we are concerned. The Spirit of God stresses that he was an exceedingly wicked man, but He confines Himself here to this one count, that he was untrustworthy in a trust committed to his hands. He had had wonderful consideration from God and if there is one unconverted person here tonight I can say the same to you, that you have had up to the present time wonderful consideration from God. You may have never thanked Him once; the air you breathe, the food you eat, the sun, the clothes you wear and thousands of other things are evidence of Gods consideration for you; and so it was with Ahab. It is indeed striking that God spoke so often to him, and that kindly, giving him support in two instances, so that he was able in war to overcome vastly superior armies to his own. And in many other instances God showed consideration for him in spite of his wickedness. And so it is that God is showing consideration for the Ahabs at the present time, particularly those in responsibility. In a sense Ahab represents the whole christian profession, he represents the responsibility in the profession, while Jezebel, his wife, represents the corrupting element in the profession. He is responsible for her. He, Ahab, is particularly responsible, 

    and God is constantly showing him kindness and consideration, supporting him against his enemies. And so today God is working in christendom, for the preaching is in christendom; this is not a partisan meeting, it is not sectarian. The gospel preached here tonight is in relation to the whole testimony of God and every meeting like this has the same character. They carry with them the evidence of Gods consideration for christendom. In such meetings as this there is a clear sounding out of the testimony of God in the gospel and that testimony is for the Pope, for the Archbishop, for every dignitary in christendom, as well as for every poor man and beggar, for God is no respecter of persons, and the testimony today is for the whole profession. God is carrying on in spite of adverse conditions and apathy on the part of those whom He would serve, and so in this particular instance God is focusing his testimony on Ahab under the count that he is responsible for a charge. And so this prophet suffers in order that the testimony that God intended should come to him. No one is rightly affected if not in some sense characterised by suffering. Paul said he endured all things for the elects sake that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

    So this prophet says to a man, Smite me. Normally it would be Do not smite me. But here he is a witness for God ready to suffer. He would present to the leading man in the profession the divine thought. In order that there should be salvation for men, and a gospel testimony, there must be suffering. There are those who advocate a bloodless christianity, who would either deny the atoning sacrifice of Jesus or becloud it, but God is insisting that the only ground on which man can be saved is through the atoning sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. And how can we present it more effectively than by suffering ourselves? 

    Those who present the testimony are to have some sense of this characteristic. So this man says to his fellow, Smite me. The man says, No, I will not do that. Possibly he was a unitarian, one who would say, Why should a loving God cause anyone to suffer? But then, beloved friends, if we are to be exempt from suffering someone must suffer; that is the gospel, that someone has suffered, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, 1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree (1 Peter 2: 24); the Lord Jesus Christ entered into death and not only death but crucifixion. He suffered. So this servant of God asked a man to smite him. No, he said, I will not do that. He did not believe in an atonement through suffering, that is the spiritual meaning of the passage. He was in accord with the king, who let the king of Syria, the enemy of God, off without penalty, and this is what we are doing if we are not converted up to the present time, we are letting the culprit off without suffering and talking of the world as if it were not under penalty. God is calling to account about it. He would say, as here, You have let a man go whom I have appointed to destruction; you are giving him full rein  as far as you are concerned. This man says, No, I will not smite you, christianity does not demand that. Well, the prophet says, If you do not smite me, you will be smitten. If you refuse the atoning sacrifice of Christ, that it meant suffering from the hand of God, that a just God must punish sin; if you refuse that you will suffer and you will die in your sins without hope. You will be raised in them, and consigned to eternal punishment in them. It is a terrible thing to deny the atoning sufferings of Jesus; there are those who do it. Well, presently a lion came and slew the man according to the word of the Lord, and then the prophet said to another, Smite me, and he smote him violently. That man believes that the Lord Jesus was smitten violently; he believes that the Lord Jesus endured unmitigated judgment as the Sin-bearer, that He endured the cross, that He endured the forsaking of God. That man smote the prophet violently and wounded him; he is now in correspondence with Christ; he conceals himself and waits for the king. You may be just like that, in that God has had an ambush here waiting on you. The prophet knew the king would pass there; that man was unfaithful to God, and this testimony of God was waiting by the wayside. You may have been invited to come here tonight, and the testimony is waiting for you; this meeting here tonight is in order that there may be a word for you. So here is this man, he is thinking of the sinner who has failed in his trust, who is unfaithful in his covenant, and he says to the king, A man brought me a man, and he told me to keep him, and that I should pay a talent of silver if I did not keep him; I was busy, and the man is gone. He is excusing himself. What is he doing that for? He is putting the thoughts of the king into words which immediately came into his mind. God, as it were, would apprise you of the thoughts that arise as the testimony is brought to you, as you are convicted and as the light strikes you. If you wish to resist it you will excuse yourself, you are busy, but you cannot get off like that, you know; God will not let you off. In this gospel period God is aiming at mans conscience; you may trifle, you may excuse yourself, but He will not let you off; He has a way of keeping the thing on your conscience that you may confess. If you do not confess as time after time God has brought it to your conscience you may be like Ahab, suddenly cut off, and that without remedy. Ahab says, Well, you condemn yourself, but the prophet says, It is you. It may be there is somebody here that will criticise others in order to screen himself, but the testimony of God is that you are the person. And Ahab went to his house sullen and displeased; there was no self-judgment with him, there was no heart humbling with him. He had allowed the king of Syria his liberty although he was the enemy of God and the enemy of Gods people. Is that a small thing? No, God says that is a great thing and Ahabs life hung upon it, and he was cut off without remedy. How solemn that is! He had another opportunity, it is true. He was covetous, and his wife relieved him by killing Naboth, and God again convicted him and Ahab humbled himself, but it meant very little, as the next chapter tells us that he was cut off without remedy. He is a striking example of hardness of heart in men who even know something about humbling themselves, and yet pursue their wicked way and are cut off without remedy. May I appeal to anyone like that here tonight. You are particularly guilty, in that you have transgressed in this way, if you are not a believer in Christ. God is calling upon you to judge yourself. Do not be like Ahab and return to your house sullen and displeased. Humble yourself before God for it is a question of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Now I go on to David and here the case is very different. David, although guilty of great sin, knew how to judge himself. What is so remarkable about David is that he is said to have had a seer, his name was Gad; he had him almost all his life. We read of him in the cave of Adullam, and we read of him late in Davids life when he sinned in numbering the people. Why bring that in, you say, what has Gad got to do with this? It means that David always allowed something near him to prick his conscience, he would never have a seared conscience. The real difficulty with many christians who sin, and they do sin and need to be converted when they sin, is that they do not keep the conscience right. David never dismissed Gad. So when he committed the great sin of numbering the people Gad was there, and God used him. So it is when anything happens to any of us, if I have a conscience, if I maintain my conscience, if I do not disallow my conscience, then I am safe, for God can get at me. If I harden my heart, if I steel my conscience, as they did in the wilderness, then there is no hope. We must keep on our Gads. Gad was said to be a seer. He was a prophet, of course, but he was a seer, and the idea of a conscience is that it discerns when we are unfaithful to God. We may be untrue secretly or publicly, we may dismiss our Gads, and go and do as we please and the course may be long and the end sorrowful, but if we retain our Gads as accusers we are all right. We read indeed of consciences that excuse, but they are not divinely given consciences. David kept his Gad with him, he was a man that would accuse David when a sin was committed. Here you have Nathan. David never complained about Gad or Nathan, he was always ready to listen to them. He had committed a great sin; he had coveted, and he had committed murder to cover his covetousness. He had not judged it; he was guilty of it and God held him to it, for He requires what is past even in a christian. Nathan is available to God and he comes in fearlessly to the king, and speaks his parable. How gracious of God to get round us in that way! There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing at all but one little ewe lamb. How affecting! It was such a parable as would appeal to a man like David. God knows how to speak to us as sin occurs; He knows just what will reach your conscience and He prepared His servant Nathan to speak this beautiful parable to the sinner. How gracious! David deserved to be smitten; it was a terrible sin, but David loved God at the bottom, he was a true believer. 

    It may be there are those here who are true at the bottom but who have turned away and committed sins, whose consciences are not clear. A christian will not get clear until he confesses. If we confess our sins He will forgive us; God forgives confessed sins. 

    So Nathan goes over the ground touchingly, and David said, That man deserves to die! So he did, but he did not die; God was gracious to him. You may have confessed Christ in earlier days but now something has happened. God is peculiarly concerned about those in whom He has wrought. The woman in Luke 13 was bound for eighteen years. So here the devil tempted David to do this great sin, and it has not been settled. God is now approaching the sinner that the sin might be judged and forgiven. 

    There is forgiveness for you on the sure ground of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. God had forgiveness in mind in sending the prophet Nathan to David, but not until confession was made could this be realised. 

    So the prophet speaks his parable, and says to David, Thou art the man! I may be speaking to some one here tonight who would judge in someone else the very thing he is guilty of. That is exactly the case with David. He not only took the wife of Urijah but he slew Urijah, though he condemned with anger the man who took the ewe lamb from the poor man. 

    God is here tonight to get at some conscience, to get you to turn and judge yourself instead of someone else. David could judge somebody else well, but Nathan says, You are the man. David does not go to his house sullen and vexed; that is the great and glorious difference between him and Ahab. He says, I have sinned against the Lord. I do not ask you to come out here publicly, but get to God and tell Him about the matter. It may be an old thing of eighteen years ago as in the case of that woman in Luke 13, or it may be a recent matter. Whatever it is and whenever it happened, God is calling on you tonight to judge it, and to be free in your soul before Him, and before your brethren. God is calling upon us as to these things, and if we are true men at bottom we will come forward and tell God what David told Him, I have sinned  there is no palliation, no excuse. I would allude to Psalm 139, in which the psalmist appeals to God to search his heart. He appeals to God to try him and to search him to see if there be any wicked way in him; to lead him in the way everlasting. And then Psalm 51  the psalm every one of us should study, for our hearts are extremely mean, and we need to be constantly in self-judgment  that psalm is like a bath that we should take now and again and we should maintain the effect of it always. Blessed are they that wash their robes; that psalm is excellent for that. The historic psalms are always helpful because the heading tells you the circumstances in which they were written. The heading of Psalm 51 is just those circumstances I have read about tonight. David had committed a terrible sin, and the psalm shows how deeply he felt it, but he went to the bottom and reached Zion. So it is if anything happens to us, we come back to the counsel and mercy of God, and we shall see that God has had in His mind to bring us back, to restore us to privilege. The psalm shows us how David reached Zion. He had dreadfully dishonoured Zion, he had caused the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, but he stands out as a glorious contrast to Ahab. He is a type of a believer who gets away from God, and is recovered. And now God is speaking to you to bring you to your senses, that you may confess to Him, and come out in repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    The Spirit of God would appeal to you. The apostle Paul reasoned with a man about righteousness and judgment to come and the man was moved. So, too, with Agrippa. Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. What force there was in the apostles appeal! One would love to know of anyone needing an appeal, anyone who would say, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian, Acts 26:28. But you need more than that, you need a complete breakdown as to God, a complete persuasion that neither death nor life nor any other creature can separate you from the love of God (Romans 8: 38, 39). That is the kind of persuasion one would seek for your soul and it comes by repentance towards God and faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ. David says, I have sinned against Jehovah, and then Nathan says, Jehovah has also put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. What a beautiful word! There was no such word to Ahab, as he returned to his house, sullen and vexed. David did not do that, there was restoration of soul. The chapter goes on to tell us how beautifully David was restored, he moved in the light of the grace of God. And the grace of God is here tonight in a far greater way than it was then. David arrived at a point where he could bless God. May God bless his word to all of us. 
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    1 Kings 21: 1 - 16

    Naboth was one who, in a time of great departure, valued the inheritance of his fathers. The enemys object was to take it away, not now using Ben-Hadad, as in chapter 20  the world as such  but Ahab, the responsible head of Israel. This is typical of how the christian profession, or its leaders, would like to divert the inheritance from its proper heirs so that they might have it for their own advantage. It is like the clergy claiming to have all spiritual matters under their jurisdiction but using their authority to dispossess the children of God of their inheritance in Christ. 

    Naboth would not recognise that his God-given portion was a matter with which Ahab had any right to interfere. It was divinely conferred and was a birthright held in immediate relation to Jehovah. To give it up was to give up his personal link with God according to the original calling. For us, the Fathers love has been given to us that we should be called the children of God, and children involves heirship, joint heirship with Christ whom God has established Heir of all things. 

    The proposal to Naboth was that he should part with his possession and give up the advantage to another for what Ahab calls a better vineyard or its value in money. It was said to one in my hearing, You have given up all your spiritual prestige amongst the saints for two shillings a week! Ahab set no spiritual value on the inheritance; it was not to him a link with God; it was in his mind something to add to his pleasure away from God. When one is away from God oneself, spiritual things even have no spiritual value. We all know that if our interests are on other things we have no real enjoyment of spiritual things. We complain of the saints and of the meetings and do not think that it is ourselves who are wrong  we have fallen into idolatry. 

    Naboth was in conscious possession of his inheritance. That is a great thing. The best way for me to help others is to be in enjoyment myself. God has given us brethren so that we may enjoy the inheritance with them. The effect of the breakdown that obtains today is to take away the inheritance from the saints, and if this is resisted persecution follows from it in real annoyance. 

    Jezebel represents corrupting influence which is purely Satanic, urging on the responsible leaders to do what they would not do otherwise. Jezebel urges on the leaders to accuse Naboth of blasphemy; he was condemned as a blasphemer. 

    Note the great patience and forbearance of God! 
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