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    Jude  OUR MOST HOLY FAITH (AJG 1)

    Jude 20; Exodus 29:37-41; Exodus 29:45,46; Leviticus 6:14-17; Leviticus 6:24,25; Leviticus 6:29; Leviticus 7:1; Leviticus 7:6; John 17:9-21

    I desire the help of the Lord, dear brethren, to say a little as to our most holy faith. Jude enjoins upon us to build ourselves up on our most holy faith. Surely this was in view of apostate conditions, which in his day were manifesting themselves in the world, and which in our day are almost full-blown, for this country and other countries which have been blessed with the truth of Christianity, are rapidly giving it up, and these are things, dear brethren, to which we cannot shut our eyes. It is in the presence of these conditions, that Jude urges the necessity for us to be building ourselves up on our most holy faith, and to be praying in the Holy Spirit, and thus to keep ourselves in the love of God. If we are kept in the love of God Christianity is a reality to us, and to be in the enjoyment of Christianity, what is involved in the knowledge of God, and of Christ, and of our portion among the brethren, is the surest preservative against being carried away by the tide of apostasy. 

    Now Jude speaks of himself as a bondman of Jesus Christ, and I believe the thought of bondman, whether it be of God or of Jesus Christ, is a most important one for us to take up. If you care to look it up, you will find that all the writers of epistles in the New Testament call themselves bondmen either of God or of Jesus Christ; Paul in Romans, Philippians, and Titus; Peter in his second epistle; James in his epistle; John in the book of Revelation, and also Jude, as we have said, have all taken up the position that they regard themselves as bondmen of God or of Jesus Christ, and that is not something to be merely taken up by those who are gifted. The epistle to the Romans would show us, that as the gospel of the grace of God is rightly apprehended in our souls, it results in each one of us holding himself, first as a bondman to righteousness, and finally as a bondman to God. That is of great importance, because it works out practically in our salvation from lawlessness. To be a bondman of God means that we recognise that we belong to Him in an absolute way, and that is what is to govern us. Not that there is anything servile about bondmanship, nor that there is anything degraded about it; far from it, for it has been made most glorious in a moral sense by the fact that He who was in the form of God thought it not robbery to be equal with God but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him a bondmans form. So that bondmanship to God has been exalted gloriously in a moral sense, as being set out perfectly in Christ; and I need not say that after the Lord Jesus came and set out that idea of bondmanship to God, glorifying God in it, it was with the intention of wielding the mighty influence which He holds over the hearts of His people to secure a corresponding result with everyone of us. So that practically, in a world of evil, we may be delivered from lawlessness, as holding ourselves here under the claims of divine love in redemption and under the influence of Christ, to be for Gods will. 

    Then in the book of Revelation the thought of bondmen is greatly stressed, and I believe the idea of bondmen in that book is that if we hold ourselves as bondmen to God, we shall be preserved from every influence that would divert us in the testimony. That is, that whatever situation or test may arise, the question is, do we regard ourselves as bondmen of God? In Romans it is, I believe, to save us from the lawlessness that might tend to mark us ourselves, but in Revelation, I believe, it has in mind, while, of course, including the other thought, that we should take our place definitely in the testimony as belonging to God and be here for His rights and His testimony; though it may mean suffering, we shall have divine protection, divine recognition, and the support of the Lord. So Jude writes as a bondman. He had intended to write as to the common salvation, but felt compelled to turn aside from his original purpose because of the apostasy which was already showing itself, to urge upon the saints to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. The best way to contend for the faith is to be in it in power and enjoyment, so Jude urges upon us to build ourselves up on our most holy faith. 

    Now, I think perhaps the scriptures we have read in Exodus and Leviticus - not that one can touch on them in any detail - might serve to give some definite impression of certain features of our most holy faith. Exodus 29 gives us the term most holy connected with the altar. It says, seven days shalt thou make atonement for the altar and hallow it; and the altar shall be most holy: whatever toucheth the altar shall be holy. The altar speaks of our means of approach to God, and that, I need not say, is Christ. In Christianity we have continual access to God through Christ by the Holy Spirit, and God would have us recognise that there is no other means of approach. It must always be by Christ, and that of itself is sobering and sanctifying, for there is no taint of unholiness in Christ. As down here, the Holy One of God, He was conscious of it Himself. He said prophetically, as facing death, Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. The thought of the altar involves much, for none but Christ was equal to sustaining all that was placed upon the altar. If there was to be a presentation to God in the sacrifice of Christ of that which would glorify God in regard of sin, it needed that He should come forth in the greatness of His person, for no one else was able to sustain it, and I believe the altar would thus speak to us of the greatness of Christ. It is taken account of separately from that which is offered on it, see Matthew 23: 19. It was essential that He should come in, in order that by means of death there should be established a point of continual contact between Gods people and Himself. The principal thought of the altar is not in connection with sin, but rather in connection with the burnt offering, and it says, This is what thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first year, day by day continually. The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other lamb thou shalt offer between the two evenings. That is very touching, dear brethren, because it suggests to us how God delights in our drawing near to Him and having to do with Him every morning and every evening. 

    In Numbers 28 we find that God lays down what He requires. It is what God looks for, not simply for our own good, but that He has something for His own satisfaction in that which His people present to Him; so there is in connection with the altar, and it is most holy, this suggestion of the morning lamb and the evening lamb. That is, God would have us draw near to Him by means of the altar, but in the value of that which has been offered upon the altar, in the continual sense of the offering of Christ, that He has devoted Himself according to Gods will to bringing in that which was wholly pleasing to Him. In another aspect of His death He removes all that was displeasing to Him, but in the burnt offering He establishes what is abidingly pleasing to God. We have to do with God in the abiding value and acceptance of what the burnt offering means to God. And so it was to be offered in the morning and with the one lamb a tenth part of wheaten flour mingled with beaten oil, a fourth part of a hin, and a drink offering, a fourth part of a hin of wine. And so every approach on our part to God in the value of what Christ is, and has been, as the burnt-offering, will normally be accompanied by some ability to present to God our appreciation of what Jesus was as a Man here wholly delightful to God. If He was delightful in death, He was delightful to God in life, and that is what is suggested in the flour. Then there is the drink-offering too, suggestive, I believe, of Jesus having gone the whole length in self-abnegation to God, whatever it cost; the pouring out of the drink-offering suggests going the whole length, and in doing so affording holy stimulation to the heart of God. I believe it is to find an answer in us, for Paul contemplates in writing to the Philippians that he would willingly be poured out as a libation on the sacrifice and ministration of their faith. The Philippians had brought a gift to Paul at considerable cost to themselves, for they were poor, and Epaphroditus had nearly lost his life in bringing it, and he was so delighted in that free giving in them as the fruit of his labours, that he said if necessary he was prepared to go to the utmost length in subjection to Gods will, even to martyrdom, that they might be all the more stimulated to follow on similar lines. He therefore contemplated that he might be poured out as a libation in order to give completion to that which was so pleasing to God in them. 

    As I have said, the first impression that we get of the libation is in Christ, and every day, every morning, we must have to do with God by means of the altar, as identified with the burnt-offering offered on the altar. God does not contemplate, when it comes to the evening, that we should be any less in the sense of acceptance in our appreciation of Christ and of the pleasure God has in Him. He does not contemplate we should be any less in the appreciation of that in the evening than the morning. It abides unchangingly before God and the Spirit of God would remind us of it. If we think rightly of the altar we embrace it at least twice a day; indeed it really gives character to the whole day, the evening being equal to the morning. That is, Gods heart should be refreshed by the saints drawing near to Him in the liberty which the appreciation of Christ and His precious death involves. So we can understand that the altar is spoken of as most holy. This is a very simple matter, but a most precious one, and it is one of the items of our most holy faith in which we are to build ourselves up. The more we embrace this the more we shall be accustomed to having to do with God, and enabled to stand against the tide of apostasy which is shortly to sweep over the so-called Christian world. And so in verse 45, God says, I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel, and will be their God. And they shall know that I am Jehovah their God, who have brought them forth out of the land of Egypt to dwell in their midst: I am Jehovah their God. As we avail ourselves of the altar and of our privilege of drawing near to God, we shall become established in the knowledge of God, for He delights to dwell among His people and be their God. 

    In Leviticus we come to further matters that are spoken of as most holy, and in chapter 6, verse 14, the expression is connected with the meat offering or oblation, and what is brought into prominence is not only the offering of the oblation to Jehovah, but also the eating of it on the part of the priests. There is the offering of it to Jehovah, so that God might have His portion in what the oblation speaks of, but also it is contemplated that the priests themselves should eat of it. Now, if one may speak for others, I believe this is a matter in which most of us will feel we are defective, for we live in days that are marked by much activity and rapidity and distraction of one kind and another, and Satan would make use of all these things to hinder us from taking time to feed our souls with things that are most holy. It is essential that we should learn how to feed on the food provided for the saints. Feeding, as far as I understand it, means dwelling with our minds on certain things presented to us objectively, so that the affections become fed, and it is specially important in relation to every presentation of Christ as the oblation. He was, as a Man down here, wholly according to God, and entirely different from the order of man that brought such displeasure to the heart of God. We can well understand God opening the heavens and saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight. I would venture to suggest that we might well make it a matter of personal exercise and desire expressed to God, that He would open our eyes more and more to what it was that He found so delightful in Jesus. I mean that we should have ability to take account of the detailed perfections of Jesus as they appeared under Gods eye. 

    How much it meant to God to have One who was His equal, down here in flesh and blood, moving in the power of the Holy Spirit, all His movements perfect, ever considering for God, never a single movement for Himself, ever glorifying God. How little one is able to speak of it, and yet there is that which was under Gods eye as perfect, whether it was in the thirty years before he came out in public testimony or in the three and a half years of testimony. All was perfect. In the second chapter of Leviticus we get various details as to different ways in which the oblation might be presented. So we find fine flour mingled with oil and then fine flour anointed with oil; the one referring to the essentially holy character of the manhood of the Lord Jesus, apart altogether from what He was in testimony here, and the other referring to what He was here in testimony in the power of the anointing. These suggestions all speak of the way in which the perfections of Jesus were brought to light under the eye of God. So we are given ability, in reading the gospels, not only to see the import of what is written and its bearing upon the assembly, but also to see how the gospel writers by the Holy Spirit present to our eyes and hearts what Jesus was under Gods eye. As priests we are to feed upon it, in order that we may become more like Him, so that our approach to God may be such as will afford Him pleasure. It says in verse 17, It shall not be baken with leaven; as their portion have I given it unto them of my offerings by fire; it is most holy; as the sin-offering, and as the trespass offering. 

    Now that leads us to the sin offering and the trespass-offering, as to which I read a few verses at the end of chapter 6 and the beginning of chapter 7. It is remarkable that in the book of Leviticus, in which so much, in the earlier part of it, deals with our ministering to the pleasure of God by drawing near to Him with offerings of various kinds, the sin offering and the trespass-offering come last. The burnt offering comes first, and then the meat offering or oblation, and then the peace offering and finally the sin offering and trespass offering. I suppose the trespass offering has reference to the infringement of the rights of God, and the sin offering has reference to what sins are as an affront to Gods holy nature. There is His nature which is outraged by every sin, and there are also His rights which are challenged by every sin, so the returning prodigal in Luke 15 says, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son. Heaven is Gods throne, and is a question of the rights of God, and every sin is a sin against heaven; 

    that is, it is a challenge to the rights of God, for it is the assertion of the will of the creature in opposition to the will of the Creator. Every sin therefore is serious from that standpoint, it is rebellion against the rights of God, but then God being love, every sin is offensive to His nature. The returning prodigal says, I have sinned ... before thee. Think of the enormity of sinning against such a God! Sin is thus to be taken account of by us in no superficial way, but as involving this double aspect of seriousness. I believe the sin offering and the trespass offering view the matter from these two standpoints, but in each case it is spoken of as most holy. We need not enlarge upon it, dear brethren, in fact one has but little ability to speak of it, but how important it is, that we, as priests, should know what it is to eat the sin offering and also the trespass offering. It says, every male among the priests was to eat thereof and also in verse 26, the priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it; in a holy place shall it be eaten, in the court of the tent of meeting. So it is contemplated that as priests we should feed upon the trespass offering and the sin offering. That is, that every failure on my part not only requires that I should confess it before God and be restored to communion in the abiding value of the blood of Christ, but that one should deepen in the appreciation of what it cost the Lord Jesus, and what it cost God, to put that sin away, and not only so, but we should deepen in the appreciation of the Holy One who alone could put it away by means of His own sacrifice. So the practical exercise connected with this is intended that there should be brought into activity what is priestly in myself. As having the Holy Spirit I am capable of what is priestly, and what is priestly should come into operation as I feed on what has been offered. And this works out in priestliness in regard of the failures of others, for if I see a brother sin a sin not unto death, I am to pray for him, and if anyone is taken in a fault, those who are spiritual are to restore such a one. 

    I have only touched on these things very briefly, but I am sure that you will appreciate that these are items of a most important character. All these exercises as passing through a world full of evil, are intended to develop in us the means whereby we build ourselves up on our most holy faith, and are kept in the sense of the love of God. There is nothing so precious to us as the love of God. God has given us the Holy Spirit not only to shed the love of God abroad in our hearts, but that we may avail ourselves of it and thus become expanded and formed by the reality of divine love known in our souls. As we do these things we shall present in the world that which will restrain the full development of evil. The mystery of lawlessness is already working, but there is He who restrains and that which restrains, and that includes the work of God in the souls of His people. They are able to bring in positively that which is pleasing to God, and thus to raise a banner against the developing evil, which will not develop completely until after the assembly is taken. 

    Well now in closing, I want to refer briefly to what we have in John 17, for while we do not get the expression most holy in that chapter, I think everyone will recognise that it presents to us things that are most holy. I had in mind especially the Fathers name, for the Lord refers to it in the chapter as a means by which the disciples were kept while He was with them, and the means by which they were to be kept after He was taken from them, and in speaking to His Father in relation to it He says, Holy Father. It is very touching to hear the Lord addressing His Father in this way, Holy Father, as standing in contrast to the world of evil in which His own were to be left in His absence. He says, 

    Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou has given me, that they may be one as we. It is very touching that the Lord presents Himself as a Man here, moving in the good of what the Father was to Him, all that the name of the Father meant to Him. So in a previous chapter He says to the disciples, If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Fathers commandments, and abide in his love. A most touching thing that the Lord presents Himself as having remained in the joy of His Fathers love as having kept His Fathers commandments. So He presents things in a way that we can take up. In Johns epistle, the Father is presented to us as in contrast with the world. The young men are exhorted by John not to love the world, nor the things that are in the world, then he speaks of the things that are in the world as being the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. Now it is possible to be apart from the world outwardly, and yet to be governed largely by the things of the world, but John says if anyone love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. The Lord prays that the Father would keep them in His name, not that He should take them out of the world, but that He should keep them out of evil, and He adds, As thou hast sent me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. If we may, as I believe we may, take this up humbly in the principle of it as applying to ourselves, that we are sent into the world in order to be here in the testimony. What a dignified position it places us in! And He says further, I sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified by truth. I understand that to mean that the Lord set Himself apart from this world by going to the Father, in order that we may learn in Him the place we have in the Fathers love. There is nothing so sanctifying as the sense of the Fathers love resting upon Christ and resting also upon us. The Lord would have us occupied with all that the Father and Son are to us. 

    I think we will all agree, however small our measure, that these are most holy things. We are to build ourselves up on our most holy faith, and to keep ourselves in the love of God. May the Lord help us to do so, so that we may be preserved for His pleasure from the increasing tide of evil in this world. 

  
    Jude  BUT THOU... (JR 1)

    Matthew 6:6; 2 Timothy 3:10; 2 Timothy 3:14,15; 2 Timothy 4:5,6; Jude 20,21

    We are living in a time when we are all being tested as to what kind of persons we are individually, as to our relations with God, with the truth, and with one another.  In a sense everything depends upon what we are as individuals.  If there is to be what is collective locally for the Lords pleasure and the service of God everything depends on what kind of persons we are in the locality.  We have to realise that we are living in a time of Laodicean conditions when there is generally indifference to the rights of Christ and departure from the truth.  It reminds us of the book of Judges when everyone did what was right in his own eyes (Judges 17:6); that is the kind of condition that is all around us. 

    The emphatic thou or ye comes into these scriptures we have read.  In the first the Lord is condemning hypocrites.  Hypocrites are persons who act a part, and we are all in danger of acting a part.  The test is as to reality, whether we just act a part, whether we just put on appearances, or whether we are real in secret.  This verse in Matthew 6 speaks about what we are secretly; not what we are publicly.  We may pass muster publicly, but the test is what we are secretly, what we are in the presence of God.  If we are right secretly we shall be right publicly, but the danger is of attempting to keep up appearances publicly and not being really basically right in secret.  The Lord says the hypocrites love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets so that they should appear to men.  But thou, He says, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret.  It would be a challenge as to what are our secret links with God.  You cannot make up in other ways for the lack of secret links with God; nothing replaces it; it is of inestimable value. 

    The most valuable possession any believer has is his knowledge of God.  How do we know God?  Secretly, by our secret relations with God.  The Lord takes account of the pharisaical, hypocritical attitude and He is concerned about His disciples; But thou, He says; they were to learn to know God secretly.  What are we in secret?  I would take home to myself, and I trust every one here would take home to himself and to herself, the challenge as to what we are secretly with God.  Are we growing in the knowledge of God secretly?  It is intensely individual, Thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret.  It is the believer and his Father.  It is something direct between the soul of the believer and his Father, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render it to thee.  It is a question, dear brethren, of what we are secretly.  This secret link with God, secret intercourse and communion with God, puts something into the soul of the believer that men do not understand, and even Satan himself has not the ability or the capacity to appreciate.  Satan does not know what is there; it is something beyond his reach.  That does not mean to say that we will not be within his reach in temptation and that kind of thing, but something is built into the soul which is mysterious. 

    You see it in a man like Job; Jehovah said to Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth...?, Job 1:8.  Satan in effect said to Jehovah that He had been very good to Job.  But Jehovah knew there was something in the soul of Job that Satan did not know about and had not the ability to appreciate.  Satan knows the actings of the flesh, he understands lust, envy, and all these things, because he was the source from which these things came, but he does not understand what is built up in the soul of the believer by secret communion with God.  What results in the soul of the believer is something that is mysterious; it is built up in this secret link with God resulting in the knowledge of God.  May the Lord encourage every one of us to see to what we are in secret with God  thou, thy chamber, thy door, thy Father who is in secret. 

    I suppose we all know that 2 Timothy was written in view of the time of public breakdown and public confusion, with all kinds of conditions to be met by believers.  Immediately preceding the verse we read in chapter 3 Paul writes about Jannes and Jambres withstanding Moses; they were men who could imitate.  They had to retire before the presence of life but they could imitate up to a certain point and we are surrounded by the element of imitation.  Paul says to Timothy, But thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching.  On the one hand we need to maintain our secret links with God, but along with that we need each one of us to be genuinely interested in the truth.  There is a need for interest in the teaching, for persons to be really instructed.  That does not come if we are not committed, if we are not devoted, and if we are not intensely interested to be taught, to become intelligent. 

    Believers are meant not only to be affectionate towards the Lord Jesus  it is true that the Lord Jesus looks for affection  but He also would help us to be intelligent.  There are many believers who have genuine affection for the Lord Jesus Christ  and thank God for every one of them  but how many are intelligent?  How many know where they are and why they are there?  How many are concerned about knowing this?  We need, dear brethren, to commit ourselves with genuine interest, as Timothy had done.  Paul says to him, But thou hast been thoroughly acquainted.  Timothy did not arrive at thorough acquaintance without intense interest and without devotion.  If there is one thing needed at the present time it is an increase in devotion.  Perhaps many believers who do not have the opportunities we have are more devoted, But thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching; the note says, hast followed up.  Oh there is a need to follow up!  There is a great need of teaching, on the other hand there is much valuable teaching available if only we are devoted to go in for it and take it in. 

    How important this is, for young people especially, to be thoroughly acquainted with Pauls teaching.  You find it in the Scriptures.  The Scriptures are the great divine standard, the great test for everything.  You will find the unfolding of Pauls teaching in accredited ministry.  Are we all thoroughly acquainted?  Maybe we are not all thoroughly acquainted, but I wonder if you are interested, I wonder if you are concerned to be thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct....  Teaching involves the truth, the understanding of the truth, and the truth is to govern conduct.  Truth is not only to be held mentally but it is meant to govern our conduct.  My teaching, conduct, he says, purpose.  Think of Pauls purpose.  He had a purpose in life, he surely had.  Would we have the same purpose?  Timothy was thoroughly acquainted with Pauls purpose and was to continue the same purpose.  We are all well aware I am sure that there is always a tendency for deterioration.  How important for young people to have purpose in life; may we all be more purposeful with the great purpose that Paul had, the purpose that beloved Mr Darby had, and others that followed him who were specially helped of the Lord; they had purpose and they maintained that purpose.  The Holy Spirit would help us to be maintained in this purpose, that there may not be another drop. 

    There has been a certain purpose that has marked those who have gone before us; is it being maintained in the present generation?  Is it being handed on to the following generation?  That is one of the tests that confront us in this day.  Paul says, thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with (or hast followed up) my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings.  What a list this is, and Timothy had fully followed these things.  When things seemed to break down and Pauls teaching was departed from, Timothy seemed to lose heart, but Paul gives him a mild rebuke.  He says, For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion, 2 Timothy 1:7.  Things may seem difficult and fragmentary compared with what we used to know, but Timothy is to be encouraged that God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.  Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord: the testimony of our Lord is going through; the question is whether I am committed to it, whether I am sufficiently interested and sufficiently devoted to maintain this purpose in life. 

    Later in the chapter Paul says, But thou, abide in those things which thou hast learned.  We are living in a time when many are giving up things.  How sad it is!  Many who seemed to appreciate the truth are giving things up.  But thou, Paul says, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and of which thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.  O, dear brethren, there is a need to abide in these things, to hold fast these things, no matter who gives them up.  Maybe some friend gives up, or somebody we know well gives up, but thou  it is a question of each person maintaining, being set to maintain  abide in those things which thou hast learned, and of which thou hast been fully persuaded. 

    Much was committed to Timothy which he was to entrust to faithful men, 2 Timothy 2:2.  There was a charge laid on Timothy, but there was the wherewithal in the Spirit of God to maintain the charge that was committed to him, 2 Timothy 1:11.  It would seem that Timothy did accept the charge and fulfilled it.  Abide in those things which thou hast learned, that was one of the charges committed to him.  The question is whether we accept the charge and are concerned to fulfil the charge that is committed to us, for something has been handed down to us from those who have gone before.  What an unfolding of the truth there has been, dear brethren; the question is whether we appreciate it, whether we are concerned to abide in those things we have learned. 

    Then Paul says to him in 2 Timothy 4:5, But thou, be sober in all things; the note says, This implies, not watching actively, nor being awake, but that sober clearness of mind resulting from exemption from false influences  not muddled with the influence of what intoxicates.  So we think of one when we say, He has a sober judgment.  There is a need for being sober for there is a certain solemnity about the day in which we are when there is public confusion and many departing.  All is meant to have a sobering effect upon us.  Be sober in all things... do the work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry.  There was something committed to Timothy and he was to fill up the full measure.  Paul says, For I am already being poured out; he had filled up the full measure of his ministry and now he is being poured out.  One has to be filled up before he is poured out.  The whole life of Paul, a life of devoted service, had been filled up and he was being poured out.  Timothy had some time before him and he was to fill up the full measure of his ministry, the full measure of what was committed to him. 

    Now there is something committed to each one of us; it is measured; what is committed to each one is measured and the Lord would encourage us, and the Spirit would help us, to fill up the full measure of the service that is committed to us.  Everyone is meant to have something to do, some part in this great work of the testimony that is going on to completion.  Each one has a measure; fill up the full measure of thy ministry.  We were speaking recently about Romans 12:3, God, has dealt to each a measure of faith, and that measure of faith operates in the one body in Christ.  The word proportion comes into that chapter, everything is proportioned; one has not got everything, but each one has something and it is proportioned with a view to the operating of the one body in Christ.  And in Ephesians 4:7; to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ.  Therefore each one has something in the way of measure.  The great question is whether we are prepared to fill up the fulness of the measure that is given to us.  This again calls for devotion and committal, not being indifferent, callous or careless.  May the Lord help each one of us individually to take on these matters that are emphasised by the expression but thou occurring in these scriptures. 

    Now in the book of Jude we find not thou but ye.  It is but ye, that is a company of persons down here.  But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith.  This would work out locally.  I think it must come through this moral way, it must come through our secret communion with God, our growing in the knowledge of God.  It must come through committal to the truth, and through our conduct and our purpose; it must come through the way we have indicated, and persons like that are together in localities.  The exhortation is, But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith.  We are meant to be builders up of one another, edifiers of one another.  The individual we have spoken of according to Matthew 6 and 2 Timothy 3 and 4 will be building himself up, but then each takes responsibility in the locality and there is a mutuality about building ourselves up. 

    This is a great test and challenge for us as to how we get on locally, how we build ourselves up locally, how we edify one another.  We have not chosen one another; maybe we would not have chosen one another; but we were put together not on the basis of our selection but on the basis of divine selection.  We may have different temperaments, old and young, different upbringings, we are different in many ways, but we are put together to be builders up of one another, building yourselves up on your most holy faith.  We find tests and difficulties, and many things may come in, but we need to consider for one another, value one another, appreciate one another, love one another, and so answer to building yourselves up.  It is the practical working out of the edifying of the body of Christ which Paul speaks about in Ephesians, connected by every joint of supply, according to the working in its measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love, Ephesians 4:16.  It would result in that kind of activity as we build ourselves up on our most holy faith.  Then praying in the Holy Spirit; what a resource we have in the Holy Spirit!  This building up would not take place without dependence on the Holy Spirit and on help from the Lord. 

    You know, dear brethren, what Satan is most against is believers working together in local companies.  Satans activities are applied specially towards those who represent what is collective for the heart of Christ and the pleasure of God.  He will use to his own purpose many little things which come in, but let us be all set, as persons who have come this moral way, to be the builders up of one another.  There is a great need for mutual brotherly confidence.  I think there is in fact much evidence of mutual brotherly love and confidence at the present time.  Let us be concerned that this may continue and increase and deepen as we build ourselves up on our most holy faith.  Praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God  what an area to keep ourselves in  awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

    I trust we may be encouraged.  I have not spoken as I have to depress anyone; there is no need for any one to be depressed.  But there may be a need for each one of us, the speaker included, to answer the challenge and be more definite and more devoted in these relationships I have spoken of, resulting in local conditions of confidence and love and edification, being built up in our most holy faith.  May it be so for His Names sake. 

  
    Jude  THE LORD JESUS AS MASTER (JR 2)

    2 Timothy 2:19-22; 2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 3,4

    I wonder if we all realise the wonderful time that we live in.  There has never been a time like it.  We are in a dispensation when the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God are being proclaimed; this has been so for nearly twenty centuries, which shows wonderful patience and long-suffering on the part of God.  The very best that divine love could devise is presented for the obedience of faith in the glad tidings.  God is proposing to bless men, offering forgiveness, proposing to view believers as justified, as free from their past history of sins  as free from sins as Christ is.  He is prepared to give the Holy Spirit; a wonderful gift is the gift of the Holy Spirit!  He is prepared to bring us into His family as His children, as His sons, to form part of Gods house, to form part of the body of Christ.  We could never have thought of such blessing as God has devised.  We may have thought that getting pardon would be enough, but God has the richest, fullest thoughts of blessing for us, and all are available at the present time. 

    This has been so for nearly twenty centuries, but now we are near the coming of the Lord Jesus, what we speak of as the rapture, when the Lord Jesus is coming for His own.  Therefore this is a very wonderful time to be in.  We might have lived at the time of Pentecost; that was a wonderful time too, when believers had all things common; when those who had wealth came and laid it at the apostles feet, and there was administration for thousands in Jerusalem.  But Pauls ministry was not known then; it was a transitional period.  This is a far more blessed time than Pentecost.  Then, dear friends, we might have lived at a time when there was persecution, when we could not have had meetings like this, when believers had to have conventicles among the hills.  Who has brought these conditions of liberty about?  The Lord Jesus has.  He writes to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia, I have set before thee an opened door (Rev 3: 8), a door that was shut and is now opened, which must include conditions such as we enjoy, the privilege of coming together unmolested, able to meet in peace and quietness.  That is a wonderful blessing the Lord has bestowed upon us, therefore this is a very encouraging, and a very blessed, time. 

    Those of us who are older are looking for the Lord to come; we expect to be here when the Lord comes, but as to the younger persons here, I can say with good assurance that you will be here when the Lord comes.  What a prospect that is!  I wonder if it is the prospect of every one here, or are we thinking of living here and making a fortune maybe, going on our own way, being prosperous on the earth.  It is a far more blessed prospect, dear friends, to be here when the Lord comes, for the Lord has far more in store than we have any idea of. 

    We might have lived in the Dark Ages, when believers, genuine believers, were labouring to be assured of forgiveness.  We are living in the light of justification by faith, light recovered at such cost, and let us appreciate the fact that we are allowed to come together unmolested, no one disturbing us.  It is not so, of course, in every country of the world; it was not so in this country a few centuries ago; but it is now, and let us appreciate our occasions of coming together to read the Scriptures, for the breaking of bread, for the preaching, for prayer; let us appreciate these great privileges. 

    I have said something about the blessedness of the time.  I desire now to say something about the difficult and serious time we are in.  We are living in a time when the Lord is about to come for His own, but the Lord is also about to deal in judgment with what is going on in this world.  We have to face that too, and it is a very sobering thought.  There are two ways by which you can tell that the Lords coming is soon  one is to know what is in the hearts of believers, for many believers in the world today are looking forward to the rapture; that is what is inside.  Then there is what is outside, with lawlessness increasing, trouble all over the world; what is it pointing to?  It all points to the fact that the Lord is about to deal with every opposing element, and that is a serious consideration. 

    Now, what is the answer?  How are we going to get through in this difficult time?  I read these three scriptures because they refer to the last days.  In 2 Timothy Paul says, This know, that in the last days difficult times shall be there 2 Timothy  3: l); we are in these last days.  They were not in Pauls day; he says, difficult times shall be there, and we are in them now.  He goes on to say, for men shall be lovers of self.  Is that not true?  Could anything be more true than that men are lovers of themselves?  Lovers of money; is that not true?  Boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents.  Is that not true at the present time?  Is it not a feature of young people at the present time?  They are encouraged to go their own way, not to follow their parents, not to do what their parents do, to have a mind of their own and go the way they want to go.  Ungrateful, profane, without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, traitors, headlong, of vain pretensions, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.  Is this not true at the present time?  These scriptures in 2 Timothy, 2 Peter and Jude deal with the conditions in which we are publicly at the present time, which believers speak of as apostasy, persons who have been enlightened, who have known the way of righteousness, and turned from it to their own way.  That is a very solemn thing. 

    Do you think God will deal with that?  Of course He will.  Will God go on with that for ever?  No, He will not, and soon, very soon, He will deal with the whole scene.  It is a very solemn thing to think of Europe and this country, for no one who has heard the gospel and refused, or put it off, will come into blessing.  There will be no second chance.  We have a wonderful opportunity now.  There could not be a more glorious opportunity than is presented now.  If that is refused, or put off, there is nothing but judgment.  But we are living in the most blessed time there could be.  I do not know of any time in which I would rather have lived than now.  I think every believer here would say the same, especially in view of the Lord coming soon. 

    What is the answer?  I have read these scriptures because it is significant that in each of them the Lord is presented as the Master, the Master.  Dear friend, we need a Master.  We need to be committed to a Master; the only way of salvation at the present time is to be committed to the Master.  We do not like the idea of slavery, do we?  There was the abolition of slavery; we can understand that, but to be a slave would be a most blessed thing if you had a good master.  Is it not told of a slave who, when liberation was brought about, could not think of anything better than continuing to serve his master?  That was because he had a good master.  You could never have a better master than the Lord Jesus.  Oh, what a blessed thing it is to be a slave to Him, to be committed to Him, to be at His disposal at any moment; there is nothing more blessed, dear friend, there is nothing that would give us salvation, joy, satisfaction, like being committed to this blessed Master. 

    Now this Master is presented in 2 Timothy as Christ Jesus.  You will find it over and over again; about eight times there is reference to Christ Jesus.  In Him there is every blessing available.  Life is in Christ Jesus; Gods own purpose and grace are given to us in Christ Jesus; faith and love are in Christ Jesus; grace is in Christ Jesus; salvation is in Christ Jesus; everything for our blessing and for our good is in Christ Jesus.  It is a very blessed title; it involves that He is the Christ, Gods anointed and appointed Man.  He has been made both Lord and Christ.  He has undertaken the great work of redemption on behalf of God as the Christ, and He is going to take up and accomplish everything for Gods eternal pleasure and satisfaction; but Christ Jesus means that He has a place in my affections.  The Lord is the Christ, whether you like it or not; whether men like it or not.  He has been made Christ; and whether persons are subject to Him or not makes no difference.  He is the Christ in any case, the Christ of God who is going to accomplish every thought that God ever had in mind, including judgment; the Christ will see to all that.  But Christ Jesus, involves the personal name of Jesus. 

    I wonder if you have an appreciation of the Lord Jesus as Christ Jesus.  It is the Lord in His present position as anointed.  Gods anointed and Gods appointed Man, but along with it there is a personal appreciation of Him  Christ Jesus.  I would like to give some impression of the Lord as Christ Jesus.  Everything for the glory of God, and everything for the blessing of men is in Christ Jesus, and He is to be my Master.  I am to be entirely subject to Him, at His disposal, my will subdued, His will dominating, serviceable to the Master.  Oh, what a Master to have!  Dear friend, we need such a Master; the Lord said Himself, No servant can serve two masters, Luke 16: 13.  That means no one can be a slave to two masters.  Such a one could not be loyal.  If I am a slave my masters interests are my interests, my masters matters are my matters; my masters business becomes my business, and my outlook is to promote what is for my master.  Slavery was abused by dominating and selfish masters, but, Oh, this Master.  Christ Jesus!  I would like to commend Him to every one here, that we might be subject, that we might own Him as Master.  I wonder, dear friend, do you ever address, privately, the Lord Jesus as Master?  Do you ever say Master to Him?  That would be a test.  He is a blessed Master. 

    There is another master, the devil and Satan.  You are either under the one Master or under the other.  You are either building up Satans system, or you are helping to build up the system of Christ Jesus; there is no middle way.  It is either the one or the other.  If you have any part in building up Satans system I will tell you what will happen; he will take all the advantage of your service to him and leave you.  Satan is the meanest master that ever there was; he will even take advantage of any weakness we may have.  How mean he is!  But, Oh, Christ Jesus!  I would like to encourage every one here to own Him as Master, as the hymn says, 

    As Lord and Master in thy heart enthrone Him, 

    Life everlasting, peace and joy to know. 

    (Hymn 409) 

    This is the Master that I would commend to you, Christ Jesus; there is every blessing in Him.  You might look around and see ruin and fragmentation among believers; even amongst so-called brethren what a fragmentation there has been; but the firm foundation of God stands; nothing in Christ Jesus fails.  Dear friend, Christianity is a great success; you might think otherwise, but it is a great success.  The glad tidings is going to secure persons who will form part of the holy city coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God.  Wonderful things are being secured by the glad tidings at the present time. 

    Paul writes, The Lord knows those that are his; that is true, and is a comfort; every one here that is His the Lord knows; then he says, Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity  every one who names the name of the Lord, whether he is real or not, but the Lord knows and appreciates every one who is really His, every one who owns Him as Master.  Thank God for every one who is real, but there are many who name the name of the Lord and are unreal.  Reality is proved by Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity.  It goes on to speak about vessels to honour and vessels to dishonour.  Would you not like to be a vessel to honour in this Masters business?  If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, that is from vessels to dishonour, in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified; that involves separation.  We may not like to hear about separation but there is no other way to be serviceable to the Master except to separate from vessels to dishonour, persons who have their part in building up Satans system, no matter how little the part they have.  Such a one, in separating himself from them, shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, 

    serviceable to the Master.  Oh, would you not like to be serviceable to this Master, Christ Jesus, in whom every divine blessing is available to be enjoyed?  This epistle speaks about the Holy Spirit  Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted, 2 Timothy 1:14.  All the blessings that are there in Christ Jesus are to be enjoyed now in the power of the Holy Spirit and are available to us at the present time.  In Christ Jesus means that all is absolutely secure; no enemy can attack what is in Christ Jesus. 

    In 2 Peter and the epistle of Jude you will find other accurate descriptions of the conditions in which we are at the present time, therefore Peter speaks about the Master.  He speaks of the persons who deny the master that bought them.  The master that bought them is this Master we are speaking about.  He has rights to every one.  He has rights as Creator and as Redeemer.  This Master has sovereign and supreme authority, which is Gods idea of a Master.  One who has despotic rule.  A true slave would never challenge the rights of the master, but here there are persons who deny the Master that bought them.  Now the Master in this epistle is spoken of as Lord and Saviour.  You will find in every chapter the expression Lord and Saviour.  If we are going to be saved from the present current course of things, if we are going to be maintained in joy and in the blessings that are in Christ Jesus, we shall need the Lord and Saviour. 

    This is written to believers.  You might think that only sinners need a Saviour, but I can tell you that believers need a Saviour.  The last section of this epistle says, Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things before, take care lest, being led away along with the error of the wicked, ye should fall from your own stedfastness: but grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen, 2 Pet 3: 17, 18.  Growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour is the way we are going to be saved, preserved from the present current apostate course of things.  The Lord and Saviour, dear friend, is to be owned by you as your Master.  He has rights over you, and where these rights are ignored then chapters 2 and 3 of this epistle show what is going to happen to this world.  But great blessing comes from owning Him and His rights as the Master that bought us.  What it cost Him!  Think of the cost, the price paid, the Master that bought them.  He has these rights over us and He is prepared to be our Lord and Saviour at this present time.  May we grow in the knowledge of Him.  There is no other way, because the other line is decline and being led away along with the error of the wicked, but we are to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3: 18. 

    In the epistle of Jude we have again mention of the Master; it says, denying our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord Jesus is presented in this epistle as our Lord Jesus Christ.  This epistle supposes a community in the midst of the corruption and general departure, a community who own our... Lord Jesus Christ.  It says, denying our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ; it is a collective idea.  We are to be faithful, committed to the Master individually, but we come into a fellowship of persons who own our Lord Jesus Christ.  Believers who genuinely owned, recognised, and were subject to our Lord Jesus Christ would be in unity; they would be all together.  That is the appeal that Paul makes to Corinth, where they were divided.  Paul appeals to them, I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all say the same thing, 1 Cor 1: 10.  To each one He is Lord and Master, but there is a fellowship of persons who own our Lord Jesus Christ.  Thus in Jude 17 we have, But ye, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, and then in verse 20, But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit....  This is this fellowship of persons who own our Lord Jesus Christ as their Master.  What a fellowship this is!  I would like to be in this fellowship  praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God.  How rich these thoughts are!  What wonderfully attractive features!  Building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.  There is something to go on with, the enjoyment of life, enjoyed individually and enjoyed in fellowship among those who own our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Jude finishes by saying, But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages.  Amen.  What has been before the whole age cannot be interfered with; and what is to all the ages will come about in Gods good time; but the test is now, and now  whether we are prepared to own our Lord Jesus Christ as Master.  I would encourage every one here individually to address the Lord Jesus as Master.  We speak together of Him as Lord; that is right; but individually He is to be our Master  we wait for instructions, just as a slave would.  Every morning a slave would come to his master.  Is that how we set about our day?  Do we ask the Master for instructions?  Are we committed to Him? 

    Do we own His rights always?  It is a very blessed thing to be a slave to this Master, Christ Jesus, Lord and Saviour, and our Lord Jesus Christ.  I would commend Him to you.  It is an opportunity you have, which every one has, of committing himself or herself to such a blessed Master now.  Do not miss the opportunity, dear friend, do not put it off.  Submit to this Master; submit to His rights; be prepared to forego your own will; submit your will to His will.  It is the only way of salvation; the only way of enjoyment.  Having one foot in the world and one foot among believers does not bring joy and does not bring satisfaction.  Nothing brings satisfaction but full-hearted committal to the Master, and I commend Him to every one here in view of your blessing, and in view of the blessing of others, for His Names sake. 

  
    Jude  LOVE-FEASTS CONTINUED (JT 5)

    Jude 12-23

    What I have before me is to speak about love-feasts as they are alluded to here, and also to show how these are to be maintained so that there should be a continuance of them until the end. The subject cannot be without interest. I desire to show you how the Lord introduced love, and I need not remind you that the Lord introduced it into this world. It took form in Christ, so that if we love, it is because He first loved us. 

    Now I assume that every genuine Christian loves, and the first movement of love in your heart is taken account of by God, and though that love may become obscured, covered up in your soul, it is known to God; He remembers it. He never forgets the first movement of love in your heart. That is seen in the history of Gods people of old. What is said of them at the beginning of their history is that they loved God, and God said of them, I remember for thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, (Jeremiah 2:2). What is said of God at the end of the wilderness journey is that He loved them: Yea, he loved, the people, (Deuteronomy 33:3). Wonderful thought; it spells the wilderness: the end of the wilderness is He loved the people. That love which has taken root in your heart God nourishes, and so I take it that the seventy palm trees and twelve wells of water at the beginning of the wilderness is that He would nourish their affections. The Lord had a place in the hearts of the people; they sing of Him as a Man of war; they recognised what God had done for them, and they attributed His power on their behalf to His love. 

    You will remember the statement in Ecclesiastes 10:2: 

    A wise mans heart is at his right hand, and so it is with God, speaking reverently; He loved His people, and His right hand was at the disposal of His love. I remember for thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals. (Jeremiah 2:2) God takes account of that and remembers it. Israel was thus holiness to the Lord; holiness depends on love; Israel was the firstfruits of his increase. (Jeremiah 2:3) What is the increase of God? The increase of God is love. There is nothing at all in the way of increase from Gods point of view apart from divine love. Now God would cultivate that as a tender plant in this world. Consider the wilderness conditions! There was nothing in the wilderness as such to culture that plant; all was against it, but God brings in a means of preserving it, and I believe that the seventy palm trees, affording the shelter in which it is developed, and the twelve wells of water by which it is refreshed, represent this. God in that way provides for the continuance of love in your heart. It is a question of the continuance of the love, not simply of the beginning. God would see to it that love is continued. Now, when we come to the Antitype, that was all contingent on the Lord Jesus bringing it in; it was in Him that Gods power and Gods love were made known; He set it forth, so that it might be learnt. We have to acquire the ability to love. John 13 teaches us how to love. 

    Now the Lord Jesus not only introduced the thought of love, but He introduced a love-feast. I do not say that the supper mentioned in John 13 was the only love-feast, but that is specially recorded for us, as it was the last, because in it the Lord provided for its continuance. Whilst He was here amongst them He provided that there should be a continuance of love-feasts; He would see to that. With what pleasure He would surround Himself with his loved ones; He would never fail to take advantage of every opportunity to afford His loved ones such privileges. But when we come to the last supper with Him we have added there the means by which it should be continued, even though the Lord were not present; He was to be absent, but the feasts were to continue. You remember that it was after the supper the Lord rose from the table. The supper was ended, and now He says, as it were: I want to show you how you can have this continued amongst you. He rises from supper and lays aside His garments. If the love-feasts are to be continued, we have to do that; we have to be prepared to divest ourselves of whatever dignity we may think we possess. I do not deny that we possess dignity, for God has dignified us; wonderfully He has dignified us in such manner as that we are suited companions for His beloved Son. 

    I think God loves dignity, but it is dignity according to Himself. What an undignified sort of person Jacob was, how undignified his behaviour when he displaced his brother! How undignified, indeed, was his whole course, until he returned from Laban and Syria and God met him; he was going to Gods house, he was on his way to Bethel, and God says, as it were: If you are going to Bethel, you are to go in a dignified way. I am going to put dignity upon you. So God meets Jacob, and He cripples him! It is a wonderful moment when the touch of God cripples you; you are rendered weak; you are now undignified in the eyes of men; you are limping about. But that is all well. God takes away all natural dignity from you, and now He ennobles you. God changes Jacobs name. Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men and hast prevailed. (Genesis 32:28) God loves to dignify us. 

    Now the possession of the Spirit is dignity. What can exceed the dignity of such a gift as the Holy Spirit? It renders you a prince, and God intends to surround Himself with such. Hence Jacob is constituted a prince before he reaches Bethel, so that there is no lack of dignity in him now! Think of what the disciples were; they were the companions of Christ; think of the dignity of that! 

    Now the supper table was clearly the circle of privilege, they were His companions there, and think of His dignity! Well, the Lord rose up from supper and deliberately divested Himself of His garments. He laid aside His garments. Now why does He do that? He does that to show how the feast is to be continued. He lays aside His garments, that is one thing; and He girds Himself with a towel, that is another thing; He becomes a servant. Now the continuance of the feast depended on that. He provided the water; you must have that too; you cannot wash without water; you cannot dry without a towel; the Lord provided both, and He proceeds to perform the most menial service. Well, why is all that? It is to continue the feast. Now, He says, You see what I have done; there is the supper table; we have enjoyed mutual affection there; I want that to be continued. You call me Master and Lord; you say well, for so I am; He maintains His dignity in the action. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one anothers feet. (John 13:14) It is not that you are to wash the feet of the brother or sister whom you prefer; it is wash one anothers feet. 

    I am speaking of very simple things, but the Lord says, If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. (John 13:17) He does not say, Happy are ye if ye know them. I doubt if knowledge makes you happy; at any rate, the Lords remark shows that it is not the knowledge, it is the doing that makes you happy. It is remarkable what happiness you acquire in serving the saints; there is a wonderful satisfaction from it, a certain, happiness which arises in the soul in the service of the saints; so the Lord says, If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. (John 13:17) I want to appeal to you as to whether you take account of things in that light, as to whether you see that the continuance of what is of God is made to be contingent upon ourselves. You will understand that I am not in the least detracting from the Lords service; He carries it on; but the service is dependent upon us; the service has to be carried on by each one of us. You say the meeting is very dull, there is very little love amongst us. Well, what about that? If there is not love, then you see that there is; you see to the continuance of the thing. The Lord has introduced it; it is for us to see that it is continued, and He shows us how. 

    Well, now, that service is light. Love is light. The divine nature in its activity is light. Think of the brilliancy of the light that shone at that supper table, what brilliancy there was in it! The brilliancy was so great that the spots were driven out. Judas was a spot. These are spots in your love-feasts, says Jude. We know of spots in the sun. There are no spots in Christ; the reflection of the light that shines in the face of Christ suggests no spots. But there was a spot at the supper table when the Lord introduced this feast, but the light was there; the light that shone in that wonderful service of Christ, the brilliancy of that light forced, we may say, Judas out, and the company was free. Light is a most practical thing; light is the shining out of the, divine nature; it shone out in Christ on that memorable occasion, but it was to shine in the company. See what a shining! Now, how does the divine nature show itself? It shows itself in descending. It descends. You cannot fail to observe that the Lords action was a descending action. 

    I refer for a moment to Luke 14 for the reverse of this. A man is bidden to a wedding: well, what does he do; what does the natural man always do if he is bidden to a feast? He takes the highest room, but he becomes degraded. Climbing is dangerous work; the world is marked by climbing; there is the ladder of fame. The ladder of fame in Christianity is reversed; it is the going down. Sometimes the Lord graciously bids us to come down from our climbing; then all is well; He helps us down in His grace; but as sure as possible if you climb, you climb for a fall. See that man climbing for the highest room; he has to come down. That is what marks Christendom. But then the man who takes the lowest room is elevated. 

    The Lord descended here. You understand what I mean; He was in a position of dignity. He was the head of the family, so to speak, at the supper, but He rises from that; He lays aside His garments; He takes a servants form. Think of Him moving about in that company and washing their feet. But see the end of it; what a result! He has set before us a lesson that was to continue during all the centuries of His absence, and it should result in the perpetuation of love-feasts among the saints. It is not only that one Man loves, as it was in Christ, but that a circle of men should love one another as He had loved them. What a result! That circle is like the moon. It is the reflection of what is in Christ, and there is no spot. 

    Now Jude contemplates spots as not merely failing Christians; spots are men like Judas, who have not the Spirit. If love is not amongst us the door is open for anything; but if there is love, it is the great preservative, you cannot have the spots. Love drives out the spots. These are spots, he says, in your love-feasts. What a terrible thing a spot is in that sense; these men that are described here as spots are awful men; the worst beings, perhaps, 

    that could be spoken of. Jude outlines them, and he says, Enoch prophesied about them. 

    Now one cannot but think with pleasure of Enoch; it does not appear that he had anyone to walk with on earth; he was alone; God loved him, and he loved God and he walked with God. He pleased God. That which God had been denied in Adam He found in Enoch. God came down to have holy converse with Adam. How He set His heart upon man! He would come into the garden at the cool of the day when all things would be advantageous to Adam; but, alas! Adam was hiding, and Gods love was left unreciprocated. But what He was denied in Adam He found in Enoch; He found one who would walk with Him. In that way God found companionship in man on earth. He translated that man to heaven. But before the eternity in heaven God looks for the walk with Him on earth. Enoch did not have human companionship, but he had it in faith. He saw the Lord coming with the holy myriads; these are the kind of people he would delight in. Do you not delight in holy people, the holy myriads? These are they with whom the Lord comes to execute judgment on the spots. You know the whole of Christendom is dotted with these apostates; but the Lord is coming to remove them; the scene is to be cleared of them; but in the meanwhile the circle of love is to be free of them, and I urge upon you to accept the obligation to see to it that so far as you are concerned there should be no spots. How does it take place? It is by what I may call a descending service; you go down. 

    I was speaking a moment ago of how the Lord often helps us in His grace to come down when we have climbed up. It is a wonderful thing to be helped by the Lord to come down from a position that He has not put you in, yet He would help you down. You remember how Zacchaeus went up; he was little of stature; that is the kind of man that goes up. But why should you be little of stature? There is the means of growth; if you are rooted and grounded in love, you are sure to grow. God shelters you, and He refreshes you: with water, that you may grow. Zacchaeus climbed up, and the Lord encouraged him down, and he came down. It is happy to come down; if you come down, the Lord will come into your house. He encouraged Zacchaeus with that; He would abide in his house. In whose house? In the house of a man who comes down. It is a wonderful thing to me to see the grace of the Lord, so that we might be helped; He would have us here in lowliness, for it is in lowliness that the feast is continued. 

    Jude here points out the character of the spots, and then he goes on to show how things are to be preserved. I do not go over what I have already spoken of in John; what he says here is: But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit. Now you see the principle: building up yourselves. How is that accomplished? It is accomplished by love. Love descends. Building up yourselves. The Lord has introduced the thought of love; it is here; He did not take the love back with Him, He left it here. The Holy Spirit came down and made it all real among the saints; there could not have been anything more real than that circle, and the Spirit came down. But now look: Building up yourselves; you all know how Scripture speaks of building. Knowledge (we are told) puffs up; (1 Corinthians 8:1) knowledge by itself is sure to lead you on to a pinnacle from which you will fall, for it puffs up. I am not excluding myself, you know, for one knows the danger. What does love do? Love builds up. What is built remains, and so Jude says, Building up yourselves on your most holy faith. There is the foundation; the foundation is laid in the death of Christ; that is holy faith; that is where the faith rests. You are to build on it. You take heed to yourself first and to the doctrine. Why? You want to save yourself and those that hear you; that is a word from the apostle for all those who minister. 

    There is the greatest need to take heed to ourselves and to our circumstances. We must remember that we have not only our own safety at stake; there is the safety of the saints. If a minister has any ability to serve, it is for the saints; but I must not speak of ministers: it is, Ye, beloved, building up yourselves. Think of the mutuality of Christianity  yourselves. In order to build you have to go down, and love enables you to go down. Love never fails. It is the greatest thing in the world; it is the one thing that never fails It is the most untiring and the most skilful of all things; it sets itself for the promotion and prosperity of its object. The apostle speaks of self-building up in love, (Ephesians 4:16). That is the collective sense; we see to the building up of each other, in love. Praying in the Holy Spirit. There is the recognition of the blessed Holy Spirit in us and we pray in Him; thus we keep ourselves in the love of God. 

    I would just say a word about the love of God. In Romans 5 it is said to be shed abroad in the hearts of the saints. In chapter 8 it is said to be in Christ, the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:39) Now, as I understand it, you taste it in your heart; it is shed abroad there; but then you do not see its entirety in your heart. Where do we see the entirety of the love of God? In Christ. Think of the vastness of it, the far-reachingness of it, it extends to the whole universe. It shone in the death of Christ, and what shone in the death of Christ in its entirety is in the Person of Christ now; He can make it effective in us. The apostle says. Who shall separate us from that? We need to keep ourselves in that, the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:39) 

    May the Lord help us, beloved brethren, as we draw near to the end, that things may be bright, as they were at the beginning; not so great, we do not look for that, but we may look for the same kind of thing. Let us be awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

  
    Jude  THE LOVE OF GOD (JT 24)

    Ezekiel 20: 35 - 37; Romans 5: 3 - 8; Jude 20, 21

    I want to speak a word about the love of God. The subject is much more difficult to speak of effectively and intelligently than most of us are aware of; for it is indeed the greatest of all subjects, and one understands that the apostle had this in mind when he said that God had made him and others competent ministers of the new covenant. 

    The love of God has to be known, and one is reminded of the evidence of the knowledge of it in the various writers of Scripture. I do not suppose God employed any to write, save those who had some knowledge of it; and what you find with the first great Scripture writer, that is, Moses, is that at the end of his ministry, after forty years experience of the people in the wilderness, when he was nigh one hundred and twenty years old, he says of Jehovah, Yea, he loved the people. He had opportunities of witnessing the love of Jehovah for the people, and one of his last testimonies before his death begins with it, Yea, he loved the people. 

    He himself in that same section is spoken of as king in Jeshurun. He had not been wanting in love for the people; and it moves one as one contemplates how he reflected the great Mediator of the new covenant as he came down from mount Sinai with the tables of the law in his hands. The law was written, not now exactly in his heart, but it was written on the tables, and as he drew near to the camp he is made acquainted with the solemn fact that idolatry had replaced Jehovah there. There was no evidence of love for Jehovah in the camp. He had been replaced by the work of their own hands in the golden calf; so He says to Moses, Let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation. But Moses says, Blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book. What a word for any one who seeks to serve Christ! Moses loved the people and so he is competent to speak of love. 

    So he was king in Jeshurun, and had acquired that place. No one acquires a place in the affections of the saints save he who loves the saints. He was king in Jeshurun when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were gathered together, when they were all there in their responsibility and order. They were there, and Moses was king amongst them. He was king in Jeshurun, that is, amongst an upright people, as the word Jeshurun signifies. Every upright person in Israel would recognise the moral worth of Moses; he had proved himself a king against whom there was no rising up, and they came to value him, so that he was king in Jeshurun. And Moses, as such, is not occupied with his love for the people, but with Gods love for the people, and so he says, Yea, he loved the people. So, throughout Scripture we get testimony to the love of God in all the writers. Jeremiah testifies to Jehovahs love to Israel, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee. And so, in the last prophet, God says, Yet I loved Jacob. The love of God remained; and alongside of that, the commandments of God remained; for as there was a witness to His love in chapter 1, so in the last chapter there is a witness to His rights. Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel. These two things go together; they are allied in Scripture. Where the love of God is known. His commandments are in evidence. 

    But when we come to the New Testament, one is humbled as we see the working of divine affections in those who wrote; for you find in such a writer as Jude, the use of the word beloved. What a place the saints had in his heart! Read down the chapter and note how he addresses them, and what they were to him. He had been revelling in the full light of the love of Christ; he had sat at the table on that last night when the light of His love shone, and he knew what the saints were to Christ, and so in writing to them he uses these terms of endearment, But, beloved, remember ye the words; But ye, beloved, building up yourselves. 

    So with the apostle John. As you run through his epistle you will be impressed with the frequent usage of this same term of endearment. And so, too, with Paul  our own beloved apostle  as we say, one who stands out prominently in this respect; he speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ  the Son of God  as having loved him personally. He says, Who loved me, and gave himself for me. No one speaks thus save Paul. He had, I apprehend, a greater sense of love than any; for it will be noticed that the scripture does not say of John, the disciple who loved Jesus, but, the disciple whom Jesus loved; because we cannot assume a prominent place with the Lord. So Paul, as having such a profound sense of that love, is the one who speaks of himself with others as the competent ministers of the new covenant. How could he be a competent minister of that which brings in the love of God, save as one who knows it? I doubt whether anything is less known amongst us than love; and I am speaking of myself as well as of others. If a man, says Solomon, would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned. Such is the estimate of it in the spiritual line. 

    And now I want to dwell on it for a moment as set forth typically in Ezekiel. Ezekiel stands out in a peculiar way among the prophets. He was one who took his place with the people in captivity; he was among the captives by the river of Chebar. In other words, his love to the people led him to identify himself with them in their dire extremity, as they were away from their own land  from Jerusalem and Palestine. They were away in the land of the Chaldeans. He says, I sat where they sat. Complete identification with the people of God is one great mark of love; you go the whole length with them. And so in that position the prophet sees visions of God. The heavens are opened, for heaven deems such an one worthy of notice. He had a unique place throughout among the prophets, for he is in touch with heaven. What you find in him is, that he is entirely under the influence of Jehovah; and thus God signified in His servant His thoughts for His people. One of the greatest evidences of the prophets entire resignation to the will of God is, that he lies for three hundred and ninety days on his side to bear the iniquity of the house of Israel, in order to witness to the people. He foreshadows the great Mediator of the new covenant, who lay in death and bore the iniquity of the people so that their sins and their iniquities should be remembered no more. 

    Think of lying and being penned down to it, for three hundred and ninety days! What a witness of devotion to God and to His will! And then he gets all his beauty removed. His head is shaven, and his beard; the hair is subjected to the action of fire, and the knife, and the remainder is dispersed to the winds. He is entirely in the hand of God, so that God might witness to the people livingly in him what was in His mind. 

    And so love would lead us thus into correspondence with Christ. We see in the great apostle, before he wrote his second epistle to the Corinthians, how he had been brought down to death, insomuch that he despaired even of living! Was that an accident? 

    No. It was designed; it was God helping His servant to witness effectively to His love in the death of Christ  the One who Himself had been down to death, but whom God had raised from the dead. But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead; who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver. Beautiful witness to the way God raised up Christ! We trust in God who has delivered us from so great a death. It was a great death, and undoubtedly it yielded great love. All this helps to affect us, to make us competent to speak of His love; and so the apostle can speak of his own competency. Of course God had done more than that; for He had caused the light of His glory in the face of Jesus to shine into Pauls heart for its shining forth, but the minister accepts the breaking of the vessel. 

    Well, Ezekiel lost all his comeliness. But then in chapter 8 we read that he is taken up by a lock of his head, by the Spirit, and lifted up between the earth and the heavens. He is now in the position to witness effectively, not only to the love of God, but to the power of God; for the locks had grown  the hair had grown. It is as we accept the cutting off of what marks us naturally that we come into new clothes; that we are made to live in the life of Christ  the evidence of the power of God. On the third day He was raised up, and we read, In the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight; so we are made to live before Him by resurrection power. So that now Ezekiel in figure is in the power of the life of Christ. He has a lock of hair by which he can be lifted up. The Lord Jesus, although raised, as we read, by the glory of the Father, yet raised Himself up too. There was life inherent in Him. 

    I refer to these things because it brings out how competent Ezekiel was to speak of the covenant. He had gone through, in his experience  not in the same measure, of course  what the great Mediator had to go through later. The fourth chapter points to the death of Christ  the prophet was to lie on his side for three hundred and ninety days; the eighth chapter indicates the resurrection of Christ  Ezekiel was lifted up between earth and heaven. In chapter 20 he comes to the covenant; Jehovah says, I will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered ... and I will bring you into the wilderness of the people. It is in the wilderness that God teaches us His love, and there are times when things have to be removed from us. Indeed, Ezekiel had himself to experience the most dreadful bereavement; the desire of his eyes was taken away with a stroke, and the most bitter part was, he was forbidden to mourn! Yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down. Think of that! The light of his eyes  the object of his affections  taken away with a stroke! He says, So I spake unto the people in the morning, and at even my wife died. And he did as he had been commanded. You see what excruciating exercises he was to go through, so that he was competent to speak thus. 

    So Jehovah says, I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you. Note the words face to face. It recalls what John wrote to Gaius: I will not with ink and pen write unto thee: but I trust I shall shortly see thee and we shall speak face to face. When you come to love, it is a face to face matter; it is a personal matter; it is a question of having to do with persons. So even in our baptism, we are baptised to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit  the three Persons of the Deity are before us. We are introduced into the sphere of these divine Persons; it is a question of Persons  it is a question of love. We are baptised to the name, Matthew 28: 19. We are introduced into the region where all the light of the divine nature shines, into the light of the revelation of those three blessed Persons. Think of the greatness of baptism thus! How far removed from the scriptural one is the prevalent idea of it around us! It is a question of being introduced into the light of the revelation of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

    John, I believe, represents this feature, and brings the Persons to us as none of the other writers do. It is face to face God would come near to us. So, I apprehend, the Spirit alluded to in Romans 5 has this in view. You will remember how intimate the transaction was when the Lord breathed into the disciples in John 20  how His very life, His very nature, as you might say  knowing all that it meant in the way of affection  was breathed into them. Thus we see how intimate this matter is. So in Romans 5 the first mention we have of the Spirit is as bringing in the love of God. It is like the kiss of the prodigal; the father kissed him caressingly, as I understand it is. So, as we read in Acts 10, while Peter was speaking to the Gentiles  Cornelius and his company  the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were hearing the word. It is not simply a question of falling; the word fell signifies an energetic action of the Spirit. So the Holy Spirit fell on those who heard the word. It was an energetic action of the Spirit laying hold of them with affection. It is the same word as used  as many know  of the father and the prodigal. It means that God is embracing the Gentiles. It is a personal matter; He did not leave it with Peter to receive the Gentiles; it was not a matter of administration there; it was a question of affection that God would embrace the Gentiles. 

    It is a wonderful thing, really, to know the love of God in that way. Paul in Romans refers to the Spirit as bringing in the love of God; and, mark you, it is no less than the Holy Spirit who brings the love of God into our hearts and sheds it abroad there. He brings it in personally. And He would not leave a crevice in our hearts unfilled by the love of God. We may have reserved chambers, but the Holy Spirit, coming into the heart, claims it. My son, give me thine heart. He claims it, and fills it with the love of God. Think of that! His function is to fill the heart of the believer with the love of God. 

    Referring again to Ezekiels prophecy, God says, There will I plead with you face to face. Then it goes on to say, I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant. Love is what God Himself is, beloved, not a mere attribute of His character. Love is His nature, it is what He is; and He wants us to know it, and so He passes His people under the rod. Now I believe that rod refers to discipline, involving also that account is taken of us as restored. Discipline is one of the things designed by God for our blessing. It is part of His education for us, so He causes us to pass under the rod. What rod is it? What can it be but the rod of the covenant? In Exodus 17 we read of Moses being charged of God to take his rod in his hand and go. Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb, and thou shalt smite the rock. That is another matter; the smiting of the rock with the rod of Moses has reference to Jesus having died, when all that God was against sin was there. There was the rod of Moses, but there was too the rod of Aaron. 

    There was needed priestly grace to lead the people into the consciousness of what was available to them, and Christ has taken up that place too as Priest to lead us into the reality of that which is in the heart of God for us, and to which we are called. As having a great priest over the house of God, we are exhorted to draw near. He gives us assurance and confidence to draw near to God. And I have no doubt that as called to pass under the rod, it is to remove, to break down the will, but withal to assure us that we are recognised as in relationship with God. It is love, for whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth. Do we understand it, dear brethren? May the Lord give us to understand it! 

    Discipline is designed, and in the passage in Ezekiel the being brought under the rod precedes our being brought into the bond of the covenant. I doubt whether any one of us ever comes permanently into the enjoyment of the love of God without passing under the rod. It is one thing to apprehend the love of God in the death of Christ  that is a question of light  it is quite another thing to be permanently in that, in the sense in which John speaks: He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. God will not be content until we dwell in it; and in order to bring us to that, we pass under the rod; none are exempt. It is all to the end that we might be qualified to live in the love of God; and we do not live in the love of God, save as in holiness. Thus discipline has the effect of producing a holy state in us, and it is in that holiness that we live in the love of God. In Hebrews 12 the chastening has in view that we might be partakers of His holiness. Nothing can be greater for us than that we should live in the love of God. Paul says God commends it to us. Think of the condescension on the part of God. He who is so great, so blessed, condescending to commend His love to our hearts; and He does! He commends it to us. Stop to think of it! Think of God condescending to commend what is transcendingly blessed, and what is going to abide for ever. As taking account of our weakness, God gives us promises, and He commends His love in order to encourage us. So He says, I will bring you into the bond of the covenant. As in the sense of how great it is, we leave all to go in for it; we are content to relinquish every hindrance in committing ourselves to it. 

    Jude contemplates believers as already in the enjoyment of the love of God, and exhorts us to keep ourselves in it. We are to build ourselves up on our most holy faith, and, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep ourselves in the love of God. How forceful is this word at the present time, as we are surrounded by the darkness of the apostasy and the chilling influences of the world! May God give it weight in our hearts, and may we apprehend His love more and more and be preserved in it! 

  
    Jude  THE SANCTIFIED COMPANY (JT 26)

    Jude 14,15; Hebrews 2:11,12; Hebrews 3:1; Hebrews 3:6-8; Hebrews 10:9,10; Hebrews 10:14-22

    It is on my mind to address you this evening in regard of the sanctified company. God had before Him from the time that sin entered into the world to take out of the world in sanctification a company for Himself, and what comes to light is that this is worked out on the principle of exercise, Enoch being the first to speak of it. Behold the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads to execute judgment against all. Jude refers to Enoch in this connection; he refers to him as the seventh from Adam, the Holy Spirit by the expression seventh evidently alluding to an exercise. There are exercises in a bad sense in this world; Cain and his posterity in chapter 4 of Genesis may be regarded in that light, and the result there is lust and violence: as James says, When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. James 1:15. There is much of that, for the world is made up of many desires and ambitions, but parallel with all this there is what God promotes and supports, and carries through to its results  its results being for Himself. So we have Enoch, one who in the midst of corruption acquired the desire for holiness obviously, so that he speaks prophetically of holy myriads. It does not appear that he had any holy companions in his day; he walked with God. He seems to have had no human companion to walk with  he apparently had no companionship in holiness among his fellows, among men. One has pondered upon the possible population of the antediluvian world. It must have been large; but what Scripture notices is the increase of sin. Men had evidently acquired great efficiency in the practice of lawlessness, of unholiness, of corruption, and the holy soul of Enoch must have felt these things; and in company with God he acquired light from God  prophetic light  in which he looked on to myriads of holy beings. Holy myriads and the Lord coming with them are seen in the vision of the prophet. 

    Now I want to show how these holy myriads are being produced. Whatever be the light that Enoch had as to them we know that these myriads, in the midst of which the Lord will come will include ourselves  will include the saints. I want to show also, by the Lords help, how these are being called out and formed now so as to be fit to accompany the Lord as he comes out according to Jude. The passage emphasises the minuteness of the judgment. If you look at it, you will observe the frequency of the word all. The Lord will come it says, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against them. You will see the minuteness of the judgment, as I have said, how that all are included, all the ungodly, and all their ungodly dealings, and all their hard speeches. No doubt Enoch had some knowledge of the population of his day, and he had some estimate of the sinfulness of the men and women around him, and he had knowledge of what was particularly hard, what he calls hard speeches. 

    The correspondence of our times with all this is very striking  the great efficiency which men have acquired to be lawless, the brazenry with which divine rights are disregarded and trampled underfoot, and then the immense number of huge cities which have developed; the enormous concentrations of populations add their quota to the lawlessness and intensify it. And then the hard speeches that are prevalent! Men get up and lecture even in the very pulpits against the Bible, against God, and against His truth. Men write books to disprove if possible the written word of God. These things, and many such like things, mark the present time. They are the men who speak froward things, Acts 20:30 hard things against God, and against. Christ, and against the people of God, and against the word of God. All these things are noted down. Their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. Not one of these will be omitted in the judgment. 

    I come now to the point to seek to show you how the sanctified ones are being formed to be intelligently with the Lord as He comes out. The present time is the ingoing. You will understand me. Presently it will be the outcoming, but for the moment it is the ingoing, and this is the point of view in the epistle to the Hebrews. Those who understand and enter into the truth unfolded in Hebrews are content to be out of sight. They do not wish to figure amongst the ungodly sinners speaking these hard things against God. They are occupied with the ingoing. We cannot understand the outcoming until we understand the ingoing. Enoch says nothing about the ingoing. He did not know nor understand about the book of Exodus nor the book of Leviticus, but what he said included those books, as also the epistle to the Hebrews. And so I wish to show you, beloved, how God leads us in. But first I shall dwell on the Lords words quoted in the second chapter of Hebrews  I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the assembly will I sing praise unto thee. I want you to note how the thought of the family underlies the idea of the holy myriads; indeed God works everything out morally on the basis of the family, and for one reason, among others, that it is a primary thought. It is a thought emanating from His own nature, from His own affections, for there must be the establishment of the utmost confidence before we can have what is official built up before we can have that in which divine service and testimony are to be rendered. And so in the book of Genesis, after the call of Abraham, the idea of the family is developed. It is true that Enoch had a son and evidently He was concerned about his son, in that he walked with God after he was born, but there is nothing developed in Enochs immediate family for God; but we find in Noah a family and affections so that he prepared an ark for the saving of his house. But Noah was not the great father, nor was Enoch  Abraham was the great father; hence Abraham is the first person, as Scripture records, to whom God appeared. I wish you to take notice of that because in appearing there was involved, that there was a showing of Himself in some feature to Abraham which should be the germ of what would be worked out in Abraham. It was the God of glory who appeared to Abraham. He had before him the unfolding of family relationships and affections. Take this away and what have you left? Only a shell! But, therein is the substance, the kernel, of what God had in His mind, and so you find in chapter after chapter in Genesis the great family feature developed, and in chapter 49 the family is blessed, and the gifts and calling of God are without repentance; as Isaac said, Yea, and he shall be blessed. Genesis 27:33. There is no revoking of the divine blessing and the divine blessing is in the family. So the tribes  the sons of Israel  are called to hearken to Israel their father and he blesses every one of them. And the family thus blessed passes over into Egypt, and we find in Exodus 1 they are again enumerated  the names of the sons of Israel. Then in chapter 4 God formally takes over these tribes as His; Let my son go that he may serve me. Exodus 4:23. Israel is my son, my first-born. Exodus 4:22. You can understand what the God of glory signifies when you hear Him speak thus. He has a son and that son is to serve Him. But how serve Him? We have a son designated, and that son is to serve in the priestly office. So that while the family thought underlies the priestly service, the priestly family reminds us that God is to be served by those who learn holiness. Hence Aaron is referred to in Scripture as the saint of the Lord, Psalm 106:16. So in Exodus 6 the Holy Spirit gives us a list of the tribes again. This subject is of the utmost importance. In reading Scripture you may wonder at the constant recurrence of the family thought, but from what I am saying you can see the meaning of it. I think thus the Holy Spirit gives us the list, and as He arrives at Levi He stops  no more names are given. Having arrived, at Levi he traces the sons of Levi until we arrive at Aaron and Moses, first Aaron and Moses, then Moses and Aaron  see verses 20 and 27. The Holy Spirit makes no errors and when He places Aaron first He means it. He is thinking of holiness, He is thinking; of priesthood, of that state in which we have to say to Him, and in which alone we can have to say to Him. So He says, This is that Aaron and Moses, Exodus 6:26. 

    Well now, you see how the matter stands in Exodus. The Holy Spirit having arrived at the saintly family, the sanctified family, you have no other names, God as it were notifying that that is what He has in His mind. If He has brought us into the relation of brethren, of sons, He has in His mind that we should be priests, that we should be sanctified, and so This is that Aaron and Moses. Exodus 6:26. We have arrived at the High Priest and we have arrived at the apostle: And now, as you see in Hebrews 3, we have to learn everything from Christ from these two points of View  the apostle and High Priest of our confession. 

    So having arrived at Hebrews, I want to dwell a little on the idea of brethren, referring back to the passage already quoted, I will declare, thy name unto my brethren. In chapter 2 we have the great divine thought. It is a citation from the Psalms; it is brought in to show that the Lord Jesus was a real man, and that He had brethren, and it is, as I may say, the great text, from this point of view, of the whole epistle. If He has brethren, He intends to sing in their midst, as an assembly. The family is one thought, but the assembly is another. 

    But I wish, for a moment, to revert to the gospels that you may see how the brethren are constituted. In the three synoptic gospels the idea is based on moral grounds. In Matthew the brethren of the Lord are said to be those who do the will of God. That, I need not say, is moral. They are marked off in this world as doing the will of God. The same applies to Mark, only that Mark adds that the Lord looked round in a circuit at those who were sitting around Him and said, Behold my mother and my brethren; for whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother. Mark 3:34 And then in Luke those who are His brethren are those who hear the word of God and do it; who do it. There is not only the will of God, but the word of God, the mind of God, and these features mark the brethren, and no one is entitled to the designation of brethren who is devoid of these features. But when I come to John I am on a different basis. You have the relationship in its most exalted character. It is not a mere question then of what is moral; it is a question, from his point of view, of divine counsel. We are brethren as the fruit of divine counsel. The Lord would have it so, and so the Lord, sends the message through Mary: Go to my brethren  not a word about anything moral  and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God. John 20:17. Need I say that this must underlie everything, for we cannot acquire the relationship of brethren, it must be a matter of calling, a matter of purpose emanating from God; and so the Lord has effected it, 

    and as risen from among the dead and ascending into heaven He addresses certain ones as His brethren. John gives you the relationship from the highest standpoint. From John 20 I may say we may go right into eternity; we are fit for it from the divine side for we are taken up for it. It is a wonderful thing! My Father and your Father, and to my God and your God. John 20:17. There is no if. It emanates from Christ Himself, from the Father. 

    But then into these very ones He breathes, and in breathing said, Receive [the] Holy Spirit. John 20:22. Now He is going to build up something in a provisional way. They are to be in this world, but possessed of Holy Spirit. It is in virtue of the possession of such a Spirit from the breathing of Christ that God will take us up and fit us for the ingoing. We go in on the ground of relationship, but we must also go in on the ground of holiness. Let that never be forgotten. That is what thousands of brethren disregard. The family is one thing and the assembly is another; the assembly is built up on the idea of the family, but takes on in addition the thoughts of intelligence and holiness. So He says, Receive [the] Holy Spirit. John 20:22. It is in virtue of that that we develop into the service of God in priesthood. 

    Now, in Hebrews 3 the writer addresses them as holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling; in other words what we get in John 20, and now He proposes to develop from that point the great subject of approach to God, so that he says, Consider the apostle and High Priest of our confession. We have to learn from Him, particularly priesthood, for that is what is developed  it is not apostleship, but priesthood from this chapter onwards, and priesthood based on sonship. So it goes on to say that Christ is Son over His house. I have to see Him, to consider Him now in the house. Think of being called upon, being exhorted rather, to consider Him thus! He is over the house, but it is His own house; He has built it. It is Gods house but built by Christ, and that is the first thing to consider. He is Son over the house. If I consider Him thus, I begin to learn subjection to Him as Son in the house  the principle of rule  but rule in One who is the Son. 

    The next thing introduced is the Spirit. While the Son is over the house, the Holy Spirit is present there, and calls upon those who form the house not to be hard-hearted: Even as says the Holy Spirit, To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. We are considering the Son over the house, and presently we are reminded by the Spirit  a present living voice  not to harden our hearts. Oh, I say, beloved, this is a voice surely! I believe the ministry of the Spirit in all phases of the assembly has this bearing, Harden not your hearts! He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. And one thing He always says, Harden not your hearts. A hardened heart is incapable of being affected by the covenant, for it is just what Israels heart was, a heart of stone. God will take it away yet and give them hearts of flesh upon which He can write, and unless we learn to judge our hard hearts there will be no writing upon them. 

    There is much more in the chapters which follow  the priesthood of Christ and the covenant, what He is above, and what the Holy Spirit does down here but first we are warned by the Holy Spirit as to hardening our hearts. 

    The next thing I wish to speak of is the offering of Christ. The will of God is introduced in chapter 10. The will of God is not against us, it is for us, and if there is one thing we should delight in it is the will of God. Ephesians presents it to us in its highest relation, as the good pleasure of His will. His eternal counsels regarding us are according to the good pleasure of His will. And then there is the mystery of His will to head up all things in Christ, and the assembly is to be to the praise of His glory according to the counsel of His own will. There are no forces to interfere with the will of God. It goes through. That is the thought of Ephesians. And so in this chapter, Hebrews 10, we have it, and we have One undertaking it, to carry it into effect, and what is so wonderful about it is that that will  the will of God  is occupied in our sanctification. That which is so great, so irresistible, is occupied in our sanctification: By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Think of it entering into our sanctification! The offering, too, of the body of Jesus Christ entering into it! How much that body was for God! It was the vessel of His will. Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. The pleasure of God was involved in it, and then, too, the love of Christ. How it touches us  the body of Jesus Christ! So we are perfected by that one offering and there is no more offering for sin: For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified. 

    The next thought I dwell upon is the Holy Spirit as witness. The Holy Spirit is a witness now. And the Holy Spirit also bears us witness of it. In chapter 3 He speaks solemnly to us as to our hard hearts, but in chapter 10 He is a witness continually present with us to remind us that our sins and iniquities are remembered no more. How faithful a witness! He is here to remind us constantly of the love of God, because that is what is involved. His law is in our hearts and our sins are forgiven. These are the things the Holy Spirit is occupied with. He is the witness to us that our sins and iniquities will be remembered no more. I beg of you to take note of the Holy Spirit from this point of view  an ever-present witness to my heart of the love of God. How delightful that service is to the Spirit! He rebukes our hard hearts, but He also brings into our hearts the love of God, He sheds it abroad in our hearts. What a service! Divine Persons are occupied in bringing about this sanctified company, that there might be the ingoing, and also that there might be the outgoing of the holy myriads. So this is the service of the Spirit. Thus the will of God, the work of Christ, and the service of the Spirit  all the Persons in the Godhead  in this way are occupied in our sanctification. The apostle says to the Thessalonians, The very God of peace sanctify you wholly. 1 Thessalonians 5:23. 

    Thus you see how God the Father, as I may say, and the Son, and the Spirit, are presented to us in that chapter as occupied in our sanctification, and the most important side, I believe, applicable at the present time is the present service of the Spirit in maintaining us in liberty before God in good conscience, and in the sense of the love of God, shedding it abroad in our hearts. 

    Now, the result is to be for God. There is to be the ingoing, so he says, Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say his flesh ... . Let us draw near. It is going in, that is in view here, not coming out. It is as a sanctified company that we go into the presence of God, so he says, with a true heart, for God will have our hearts. The heart is that on which He operates, and so we are to draw near with true hearts and having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience. The apostle Paul says to Timothy, maintaining faith and a good conscience, which last, some, having put away, have made shipwreck as to faith. 1 Timothy 1:19. I do urge the importance of maintaining a good conscience. David, who I may say is like Enoch the result of an exercise, asked Jehovah that His priests might be clothed with righteousness. One of the most important garments for a priest is the garb of righteousness  and that in every sphere  righteousness in his house, righteousness in his business, righteousness in his relations with his brethren. David prays, Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness and let thy saints shout for joy. Psalm 132:9. There can be no shouting for joy without that robe. God answers, I will also clothe her priests with salvation Psalm 132:16; He is ready to do it. So we are enjoined to draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water  the word of God. 

    Thus the epistle to the Hebrews develops the holy myriads, the saintly company, those who are wholly fit for His presence, so that they can go in. This is the in-going time, presently the out-going time will be when the Lord comes out with His holy myriads. In view of that, one would unite with the apostle and say, The God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23. 

  
    Jude  THE RESULT OF A SPIRITUAL EXERCISE (JT 27)

    Hebrews 11:5; Jude 14; Psalm 133; Psalm 134; Psalm 135:19 - 21

    I have chosen Enoch as showing the result of a spiritual exercise. It says that he was the seventh from Adam, and what is seen in him, as being the seventh from Adam, is that he pleased God. 

    A spiritual exercise is the result of light established in the soul. There had been an apostasy in the line of Cain. The result of the fall of Adam and Eve, as we see it in the fourth chapter of Genesis, presents a very dark picture of pride, lust and violence. But a son was born to Seth; and Seth, in naming his son, indicated that he accepted the judgment of God upon man as the consequence of sin. He had light. In other words, he gave his son the name of Enosh, which means Mortal man. He had not been deceived by the longevity of the men of his time. He recognised that his descendants must die; and after that it is said, Then people began to call on the name of Jehovah Genesis 4:26. Light had been brought in. It had come by means of Seth; and in consequence others were enlightened. We see therefore how light spreads; it spreads from one to another. In Cains line, the name of men was considered as having importance; and it is always so with those who live far from God. Cain built a city and gave it the name of his son. But light having been brought in, people began to call on the name of Jehovah (Genesis 4:26); and in that light, Adam is, so to speak, restored. We have therefore the line of Adam, passing through Seth, and in that line Enoch is the seventh  the seventh from Adam. It covered a long period of years; but in each of Adams descendants, including Adam himself and Seth, the light which the name of Enosh involves is found to be confirmed: each of them died. Men were not to be deceived by the fact that they lived a long time; the judgment of God is sure, and by that judgment He confirms the light that He has given to His people, however aged they might be (some of them reached nearly a thousand years). The testimony is that they died, and that testimony was so to say imposed upon men. But Enoch is the seventh. His name means that he was disciplined. He did not make light of the governmental ways of God. He observed them, and when a son was born to him, he walked with God for three hundred years. What a life his was, beloved! A life that covered three centuries! Every day, during those three centuries, we may say he walked with God. During those years, those three hundred years, his faith was increasing; his vision was becoming clearer; he prophesied, and in his prophesy he was occupied with the holy myriads. He was accustomed to having to do with ungodly myriads. Nobody could undertake to compute the population of that time. The antediluvian world must have been very populous, but there were myriads who were not holy. It was a wicked generation; there were heroes in those days, men of renown, giants. Thus, the earth was corrupt before God. Valiant men led their fellow men without regard to the rights of God. They were therefore unholy myriads; and this disciplined man, this man who walked with God, had to prove the terrible character of the corruption. He had to enter into the thoughts of God with regard to it, but Jude says that he saw the Lord coming with His holy myriads, and it is these myriads who are going to deal with the unholy myriads. As to communion with the men of this earth, there was little or indeed none at all, for, as we see later, the men of faith in Genesis had to walk alone. So walked Noah, and Abraham, and Isaac. 

    and Jacob, and Joseph. These men learned to walk alone with God; but we see in this great prototype of what was to follow, that he pleased God. 

    So, dear brethren, he is a type of those who would follow him in the path of spiritual exercise flowing from light given. In the days in which we live great light has been given; a spiritual exercise has come to light and has continued; and, thank God, it has greatly spread. But if this exercise is of God, it must correspond with the beginning of the dispensation, for God never gives up any of His thoughts. If He did not find in the garden of Eden an Adam with whom He could walk, He nevertheless found an Enoch. And as the dispensation began with the brethren, so also it will close with the brethren. Such is the divine way. 

    I referred to Psalm 133. This psalm has its place at the end of a spiritual exercise. It is the last but one of the Songs of Degrees. The Songs of Degrees are evidently the product of spiritual exercises; they follow in a suitable order, not only numerically, but also as to their contents. They express the exercises of the earthly people of God in a day to come, as a consequence of light given. They begin at Psalm 120 and finish at Psalm 134. I cannot undertake to go into these psalms in detail; but they express one by one the exercises of the people of God, in a coming day, from the place of their captivity to the sphere of divine blessing and purpose. The ministry of John is intended particularly to cover the present days; that is why in his writings the idea of the family is developed. There is nothing more precious in the Scriptures than the thought of the family; it is a primary idea, and what is primary, for God, is eternal. Therefore in the gospel of John we find the Fathers house. We are going to be received eternally into the Fathers house  a place prepared for us. So, in chapter 20, the brethren are presented: Go to my brethren John 20:17. He who describes them as such is He who ascends into the heavens. You see that the thought of brethren is connected with the ascension, even in the passages to which I have referred. The culminating point of ascension is the place of the brethren, so that in John 20 the Lord sends the message as the One who ascends to the Father: Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father, and your Father, and to my God, and your God John 20:17. That is, so to speak, the great terminus of Johns ministry, and on that platform  the platform of brethren, as one may call it  is developed at the present moment, as will be developed in the future, all that relates to God. Every feature of the service of God is developed, as well as the thought of the family; that is an eternal thought; still it is seen here, in the sphere of testimony which is a means used to attain a certain end. It is there that God finds sympathy with all His thoughts. We are not therefore merely to rest in these blessed affections which we appreciate; if we do not see that the family is the means by which, at the present time, God develops His purpose, we shall fail to lay hold of His thoughts. 

    Beloved brethren, let us enjoy to the full brotherly affections. That is only to anticipate eternity; but there are the divine thoughts in testimony. Where is God to seek them, if it is not in His family? He desires that we may have free priestly access. If I am in the family, I am a son; I am in liberty; and I ought to be a priest. The son implies liberty. The priest is watchful as to the reverence that is due to God. The priest requires that every divine thought is conformed to. It is to him that the law is committed. He will have the law; he will insist upon every principle that should govern the house of God; he will have consideration for what is of God; he will be concerned with the maintenance of order; 

    he will require that all that is public shall be according to God. 

    I might enlarge on all the details concerning the public service and testimony, and draw attention to the priests who watch over each of those details, as it is spoken of in the prophet Malachi, And now, ye priests, this commandment is for you Malachi 2:1. Then He refers to Levi, saying, My covenant with him was of life and peace, and I gave them to him that he might fear; and he feared me, and trembled before my name. The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. For the priests lips should keep knowledge, and at his mouth they seek the law; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts Malachi 2:5 - 7. I have referred to the side of the priests, because it depends on that of the family. I do not suppose that we shall have need of it in eternity, for nothing will be lawless, or out of order, or wanting in holiness, but it is necessary here where all these things exist. 

    According to Psalm 134, you will see how all that I have said is introduced. Psalm 133 is the family, and that psalm is very beautiful. I have rejoiced, dear brethren, in the brotherly affections I have found in this country. It is the anticipation of eternity  the love of the brethren. The Spirit of God compares it here to wonderful things. First, it is Like the precious oil upon the head. Affections in the family of God do not originate on earth: they flow from the Head; they come from above. It is not what is at present developed among men: liberty, equality, fraternity. Brethren who dwell together in unity are compared to the oil on the head. Whose head? The head of Christ typified in Aaron. How intimately is the priestly order linked with the family, for the family is connected with the priestly order as having been anointed! So the oil runs down upon the beard and down to the hem of the garments. Then it is compared to the dew of Hermon. It is again a matter of something which comes down from above. It is the exact opposite of what is current among men. All that is from above has been honoured. In face of the present state of things God insists on His testimony that brethren dwelling together in unity are like that which comes from above. The Lord said, Ye are from beneath; I am from above John 8:23. We are thus depicted by the Spirit of God as resembling these wonderful figures, the blessing of which has been commanded, for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. Such is the result of divine and sovereign purposes and counsels! 

    From the following psalm I wish to show you how the service of God depends on that. It speaks of those who, in the nights, stand in the house of Jehovah. It is not exactly a question of family enjoyment, although that thought is there at the bottom. In the enjoyment of those affections we stand in the nights. We forgo our comforts in order that the service of God may be maintained in His house during the night. The question arises for us, Do we maintain the service of God during the night? We know how the eyes become heavy during the night. Peter, James and John went to sleep on the mount of Transfiguration, and then also at Gethsemane. Thus ye have not been able to watch one hour with me? (Matthew 26:40) the Lord asked them. Family affections are extremely precious and the disciples had enjoyed them at the Supper. But they are now at Gethsemane. Can we watch one hour with the Lord? These things have a voice to us, dear brethren. But what a great favour! We have the privilege of standing in the nights to maintain the service in a priestly way. Nothing is to hinder the service of the house. The darkness thickens more and more, but we still maintain the service. 

    Behold, bless Jehovah, all ye servants of Jehovah, who by night stand in the house of Jehovah. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless Jehovah! 

    What we see in Psalm 148 is the maintenance of the divine praise. Our hearts are filled with praise, reading these wonderful psalms. The praise is maintained in an extremely beautiful way. Praise Jehovah from the heavens; praise him in the heights. Praise ye him, all his angels; praise ye him, all his hosts. Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all ye stars of light. Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that are above the heavens Psalm 148:1 - 4. You see that, beloved brethren! You see the extent of that which is called upon to praise Him. Is the Psalmist occupied with his own enjoyment? He is so impressed with God that he appeals to the whole creation  heavens and earth  to praise Him. What feeling he had for Jehovah! What a tribute for Jehovah! So, dear brethren, I believe that is what God proposes at the present moment. If Johns ministry is effectual, it leads the family, it leads the brethren into their most exalted relations. The brethren possess the Holy Spirit. If the Holy Spirit is free to act, He will produce what the Psalms present to us; that is to say, the service of God will be maintained in the most exalted manner, and I believe the present dispensation will finish thus. 

    In Psalm 135, those who are responsible are called upon to praise. House of Israel, bless ye Jehovah; house of Aaron, bless ye Jehovah; House of Levi, bless ye Jehovah; ye that fear Jehovah, bless Jehovah. Blessed be Jehovah out of Zion, who dwelleth at Jerusalem! Hallelujah! 

    Who are those who have the Spirit of God? House of Israel, bless ye Jehovah! There are thousands of those who possess the Spirit of God who are occupied with earthly things, but the appeal, 

    the command, is addressed to them all: Bless Jehovah! 

    House of Aaron, bless ye Jehovah! These same persons are really priests. All those who have received the Spirit are priests. They belong to the house of Aaron; but do they exercise their priestly functions? 

    They are called upon to exercise them. 

    House of Levi, bless ye Jehovah! It is a question here of those who are in active service. Many among us, alas! are thinking of the success of their own service. It is good to be exercised that our service may produce fruit, but that is not all. House of Levi, bless ye Jehovah! 

    Then, Ye that fear Jehovah, bless Jehovah! 

    And finally it says, Blessed be Jehovah out of Zion, who dwelleth at Jerusalem! Hallelujah! 

    You see, dear brethren, the marvellous end of an exercise produced by divine light, whether we apply it to our times, or whether we apply it to the remnant of Israel in a day to come. God takes pleasure among the brethren; it is among the brethren that the service is carried on; and the testimony of God is maintained in them. 

    Address by J.T. at Valence, 13th May, 1926, evening. 

  
    Jude  THE FEELINGS OF THE SAINTS CHARACTERISING THE PRESENT DISPENSATION (JT 31)

    Jude 20,21; Matthew 26:30; Acts 1:10 - 14

    These passages give us the means by which we maintain ourselves at the full height of the present dispensation. According to Scripture, it is clear that the dispensation in which we are is to finish as it has begun, not as to its outward power and range, but as being of the same quality; for that, the best feelings of the saints must be set in activity. Music is what awakens the best feelings in us, so in Revelation 22:16 the Lord addresses Himself to the church as being the root and offspring of David. David brings out, among many other things, the service of song; he is called the sweet psalmist of Israel, (2 Samuel 23:1). Jehovah was dwelling in the midst of the praises of Israel; that shows us that spiritual song has a great place before God. In the depths of His sufferings on the cross, our Lord Jesus spoke to God as thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. He Himself was about to sing praise in its most beautiful tones. In Psalm 22 then, when He addresses God as He who dwells amid the praises of Israel, He says also that He will praise Him in the midst of the congregation (verse 22). It is in the assembly that the sweetest notes and the deepest, rise to God. Jesus then presents Himself to the church as being the Root and Offspring of David: Christ was the root of all that which was developed in David. The Spirit and the bride say, Come, (verse 17). The bride suggests the best feminine feelings; the Spirit had brought the bride to contemplate Christ from this point of view. 

    Where we have read in Matthew 26, the circumstances which had come to pass awakened in the saints the most profound emotions. The old dispensation was closing, the new dispensation was beginning, and these two dispensations were seen there in a most touching way. The first was passing into the other with song, as it were. Typically, David brought forward the fusion of the two dispensations. The number twenty-four characterises his ministry, and in his divisions of twenty-four thousand men music is prominent. There were thirty-eight thousand levites, of whom twenty-four thousand were occupied in presiding over the work of the house of Jehovah, six thousand were officers and judges, four thousand were doorkeepers, and four thousand musicians, who praised Jehovah with the instruments which I made, said David, to praise therewith, 1 Chronicles 23:4,5. We see how great was the proportion of the levites devoted to music; their number was in accord with the number of the doorkeepers, whose service shut out all human sentiment, especially religious sentiments. What is set out in David is therefore identified with what is set out in Christ at the passover. All the best affections and spiritual emotions were brought out at this last supper, embodying all that God had been for His people, in delivering them continually, from their departure from Egypt to the present moment. It was but a small number who were there, but let us think of the qualities of the feelings produced in those few. Then the Lord says, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer. For I say unto you, that I will not eat any more at all of it until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God, (Luke 22:15,16). He placed Himself at table, and the twelve apostles were with Him: there never had been a passover like that, it was not the formal passover of the Jews. It embodied all that the passover signified. Now, dear brethren, all that has been developed in the new dispensation: There was that too instituted which was going to characterise our dispensation. The very expressions of the Lord summed up His deepest affections for His own: With desire or With desire I have desired. We are told that they sang a hymn, which suggests to us the inauguration of a new order of things. The new dispensation is inaugurated with the best feelings and best affections; singing denotes these feelings and affections, it is the way in which those who have such feelings express themselves. Singing is an element which is found since the beginning of Gods ways and which is maintained until the end. When the foundations of the earth were laid, there was a song: Whereupon were the foundations thereof sunken? or who laid its corner-stone, when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? (Job 38:6). There you see the stability and the wisdom which enter into the building, and we claim therefore, dear brethren, that with the activities of God, all the best feelings were active. The morning stars sang together, that is, there was harmonious song, and all the sons of God  not one of them absent  shouted for joy. All creatures and all intelligences were moved by the most profound feelings in the presence of Gods work. But in the inauguration of the marvellous dispensation in which we are, the Lord Himself takes an active part. All took part in it, for it was a matter of mutual feelings, and what quality, dear brethren, was in those feelings! What I had in mind was that all that should be maintained in us today. It says that they went out to the mount of Olives. Scripture never describes a thing to us simply to satisfy our curiosity, the Spirit of God would never descend to that, but He recounts these things for our instruction. The fact that they went to the mount of Olives has a spiritual meaning for us, as if the emotions produced could be maintained only in connection with the mount of Olives. 

    The first chapter of the Acts fits in with that in a wonderful way. The Lord had been with His own for forty days; He presented Himself to them, it says, living, with many proofs. They learned to know a living Christ. Life out of death is a divine thought; promise of life had been made a long time before sin and death were in this world, but in Christ living they had life out of death. The first figure of the death of Christ is before the introduction of sin and death into this world; Adam having been made to sleep, Eve was formed from a rib taken from his side, which means that the assembly is to set forth life out of death. It is there that life is found, dear brethren! He presented himself living, ... with many proofs (Acts 1:3): He assembled with them too, as if to teach them how they should assemble in this new realm of life and spirituality. He puts, so to speak, the last touches to this vessel from whom the sweetest notes will rise to God. So He says in Psalm 22:22, in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. What comes out of the Lords ascension to heaven is the element of responsibility in those who remain. Men of Galilee, it says, why do ye stand looking into heaven? Notice how the heavenly message puts them into relation with Christ; they are called men of Galilee, for it is a question not of national relations but of the reproach in which they were. Men of Galilee  that is what characterises our position, and what should continue to characterise it. What were they doing? Looking into heaven; the Object of their hearts was there, for the Lord had ascended to heaven. It is not for them to ascend there but to continue down here, maintaining these thoughts and these marvellous affections expressed by the One who had come out of death. After that, it says they returned ... from ... the mount of Olives. They started there, and we shall finish there, in the presence of the Spirit, for we begin there. They returned ... from ... the mount of Olives, and the distance from Jerusalem is given to us. Jerusalem is the place where all these things are to be expressed; the testimony of God is to be expressed in the very place where the power of evil is found. The Lord has prayed for us: I do not demand that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them out of evil, (John 17:15). Our position outwardly is in the city, that is, in the presence of evil in a concentrated form; can we stand in this position? We notice the wisdom characterising the disciples as they enter into the city; they are intelligent, having understood that they are in reproach, as the heavenly messengers had told them. Their aim will never be to have a high religious position in this world. They were not men of Jerusalem, but men of Galilee, of whom it says later that they were recognised as being Galilaeans: Behold, are not all these who are speaking Galilaeans? (Acts 2:7). Neither are they seen in the great religious buildings in the city. Perhaps you will ask why Luke tells us that they were in the temple, praising God. It is because Lukes thought is to present grace right to the end. Their position in the temple, praising and blessing God (Luke 24:53) was a priestly contribution to Christ; it was Gods thought for Christ. It was Gods thought for Israel, and there was the most spiritual company which was ever in the temple, a true priestly company, praising and blessing God each day. If we had questioned the apostles named here, each of them would have given us a thought which would touch our heart. No one had had the opportunity of learning Christ like them; they were full of Christ. So the dispensation has been inaugurated with them and has continued with them, as to principles, as to doctrine, as to authority. Nothing was lacking in this company; in germ everything was there. These brothers, too, with a spirit of authority, gave themselves to prayer, with several women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. You see what a company was in the upper room, and the place which the women have in the company. If I have any counsel to give to the sisters, it is that of studying the holy women of whom Scripture speaks. In reading their history, from Genesis to the end of the New Testament, you will be surprised at the importance of sisters in the testimony. Some of us have been speaking about the woman of Luke 8; in a striking way she represents the feminine element in the assembly. One of her characteristic features is transparency. For twelve years she had suffered from an illness which no doctor could cure, but she saw that she could touch Christ, or at least, the hem of His garment. When she touched it, power went out of Him and entered into her. In that way the great subjective feature was commenced in her. It is not a question only of the light which shines in Christ, but also of the power which comes from Him and which enters into me; this power develops in me an expression of Christ  transparency. The woman would have liked to have hidden the blessing which she had received, she would have been content with the power of God working in her, without anyone knowing anything about it, but that is not fitting. The power of God operates in me so that Christ may be reflected in me, and this is seen in transparency. The Lord will not allow you to go away after you have been healed by Him. He wants everything to be declared in the presence of all; nothing can remain secret. That is why He said, Some one has touched me: Peter said, Yes, everybody is touching you, but Luke is not concerned with the crowds, but with persons. Some one has touched me; actually just one person had touched Him and had been healed of her illness. Then, the woman, seeing that she was not hid, came trembling, and falling down before him declared before all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was immediately healed. I remind the sisters of this, for it is the subjective trait of the assembly. This element is basic to the assembly; power which has come from Christ and which has entered into me, works in me. Not only does it heal me, but it also forms me, 

    and ought to form me. That is, the person healed from the disease described in Romans 7 is formed in chapter 8 in a spiritual state; it says, as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God, (verse 14). We are no longer in flesh, but in Spirit. The mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace, (verse 6). Then blessed movements of liberty come to light: as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. So the Lord can say to this woman, Daughter: she is taken out of her natural circle and placed in the divine family as representing an assembly feature. In Romans 8, movement is produced not only by the light received, but by the Spirit: as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. You take home to yourself the place which the women have in this service. They gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer: in this way they expressed their dependence on God in connection with the great responsibilities which rested on them. They had the responsibility of maintaining this marvellous affection displayed by the Lord Jesus. The following chapter, Acts 2, introduces the Holy Spirit, whose presence is essential, for only by the Spirit can the dispensation be maintained for God. 

    In Jude we see how all this exists in difficult days; he tells us that he had the intention of writing a treatise on the gospel, but instead of writing to us of our common salvation, he writes in order to help us to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. Unprecedented efforts had been made to deprive the saints of their common salvation; there was in those days something which the brethren had in common, and the enemy was trying to deprive them of it. Then Jude gives us an outline of the course of evil in this world; he shows us the evil in Cain, in Balaam and in Core, and then he alludes to Enoch, one of the most interesting types for the saints today. Enoch is picked out of the Old Testament saints, for he is a striking type for us, because he finished as we shall finish, by rapture. Our hearts would then be encouraged by Jude, in view of the rapture. He speaks of Enoch and says that he prophesied also as to these. Those who are to be raptured have the light of things to come, of good and of evil. Enoch says, Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads. How fitting are these words on the lips of Enoch, who, according to what we know about him, walked alone with God! The antediluvian world was defiled; all flesh had corrupted its way on the earth, but he says, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. In view of all that, Jude shows us how we can continue on the elevated level which has been given. I speak of an elevated level in a spiritual sense, not a natural sense. The elevation I speak of is reproach  men of Galilee. We should never forget that those who compose the assembly are men of Galilee. If it is a question of moral elevation, it is reproach from the outward point of view. He who looks for something else will be disappointed and will injure others. When one is maintained on this level, it can be said that one is spiritual. Jude continues, But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. You will notice how much the character of mutuality is emphasised by Jude. There were love-feasts in those days; we perhaps know only very little about things. But alas! there were spots in their love-feasts; there were submerged rocks against which the boats are crushed. At the last supper, Judas was one such; this last supper was one of the most blessed love-feasts, and the submerged rock appeared on the surface of the waters. If love is experienced, God is holy, and the rocks will be apparent, so that no one makes shipwreck. It says, praying in the Holy Spirit; they started with prayer, giving themselves to it, they persevered in prayer and the Holy Spirit came. Then throughout the book of the Acts, it is always a matter of praying in the Holy Spirit. It is in that way that we keep ourselves in the love of God; we keep, so to say, the hive at the normal temperature. We await the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

    May God bless His word! 

  
    Jude  THE SPIRIT IN RELATION TO THE APOSTASY (JT 36)

    Jude 19 - 21; 2 Peter 1: 21; Genesis 8: 8 -12

    I have in view to speak about the Holy Spirit, in regard to the great apostasy. Most of us are aware there is such a thing, and that it has long existed. It wag spoken of by Paul  a falling away he calls it, but Jude and Peter write expressly in view of it, and as meeting it. Whilst both epistles contain much instruction relative to the apostasy, and which every believer should have, my thought is to confine myself to what is said of the Spirit and His relation to it. 

    I speak of the Spirit as a divine Person here on earth; one indeed, who is said to be the Comforter, whom the Lord Jesus, as having entered into heaven as Man, asked for from the Father. In John 14: 16, 17 the Lord says, I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, the Spirit of truth ... he abides with you, and shall be in you  what a transcending fact for us! His presence here is not interfered with by any adverse circumstances arising in the history of Gods people on earth, He abides with us. And so at the end, as remaining with us, He is here in relation to the apostasy, or in relation to us as surrounded by it. He is here as the Comforter in relation to the church, and He takes account of us in view of the apostasy which necessarily affects us. 

    So I selected these two letters as dealing expressly with the apostasy. Jude had in mind to write of the common salvation Jude 3, but he had to turn aside from that because of the influx of evil. He writes of evil men having crept in unawares, and he describes their features, and in verse 19 sums them up as natural men, not having the Spirit Jude 19. It was quite obvious from what he had said before, that they had not the Spirit, but as saying that, it raises the question in our minds as to persons who have not the Spirit. It says in Acts 19, 

    that certain who were true believers had not received the Spirit, some indeed, who were far different from these evil men of whom Jude speaks. Paul found at Ephesus certain believers and when challenged they say to him, We did not even hear if the Holy Spirit was come Acts 19: 2. And there are many in christendom today, who if challenged, would have to admit that they did not know that there is a divine Person here called the Comforter. Paul says to the men of Ephesus, To what then were ye baptised? Acts 19: 3. And we would do well to ask ourselves that question. Today, baptism has become a mere religious rite, and men know little of its import. I speak thus because of the importance of looking into matters; of being readers and learners, reading the Scripture in holy dependence on the Lord, who gives understanding in all things. These men answer Paul, to the baptism of John Acts 19: 3  they were intelligent so far. The Lord Himself draws attention to John; he says to the crowds in Luke 7: 24, What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? and then adds this tribute A prophet? Yea I say unto you, and much more than a prophet Luke 7: 26. And what was his baptism? It was a baptism to repentance. He might call you a viper, if you went out to him! If you deserved it, he would certainly call you that. Pharisees, Sadducees, tax-gatherers, soldiers  he had a word for each class. He was a minister dealing with evil in its roots; as he said, The axe is laid unto the root of the trees, Matthew 3: 10. 

    The Lord Jesus on one of those days arrived at the Jordan. How heaven watched that occasion! John seeing Him coming says, Comest thou to me? Matthew 3: 14. Jesus answered, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness Matthew 3: 15. The baptist says, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven and it abode upon him ... he it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit John 1: 32,33. So Paul says to the believers at Ephesus, John indeed baptised with the baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on him that was coming after him, that is, on Jesus Acts 19: 4. How many there are who are baptised and the idea of repentance has never come into their hearts. And even repentance is not all, for John told the people that they should believe on Him that was coming after him: In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose John 1: 26,27. I dwell on the baptism of John, because it enters into what I have in mind to speak of at this time. He says of Jesus, He is preferred before me, for he was before me John 1: 30. He points to the eternal personality of Jesus; he says, He was before me. Paul brings Johns testimony in to enlighten the twelve men at Ephesus; and so it says, when they heard that, they were baptised to the name of the Lord Jesus Acts 19: 5. And Paul laid his hands upon those believers, and they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19: 1 - 6). These men of Ephesus were very different from the wicked persons in Jude 19 who had not the Spirit. But we have to accept it that there are some who will not be saved; there are lost people in the world; there are apostates. If our gospel is hid, says the apostle, it is hid to them that are lost 2 Corinthians 4: 3. But the challenge to us all is, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit? Acts 19: 2. 

    The Holy Spirit appears in Genesis 1, as brooding over the face of the waters; He is there ready to act. Then in chapter 6, He is again spoken of as striving with men  My spirit shall not always strive with man Genesis 6: 3. So we should not look on Genesis as merely historical, but as prophetic and typical. The verses read in chapter 8 have a remarkable reference to the Spirit. He is seen as a dove as He descends and remains upon Jesus; the reference here, therefore, is intelligible to christians; Matthew says He came down as a dove, and so, too, do Mark and Luke, Luke saying further in a bodily shape like a dove Luke 3: 22. John the baptist saw the Spirit coming thus, as we have seen. I speak of these details because I want you to become conversant with the Spirit, and with His relation to the divine economy into which we are baptised: The name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit Matthew 28: 19. These verses in Genesis are most beautiful to me in view of this instruction. In verse 6, we read that Noah sent forth a raven which did not come back to him; Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made Genesis 8: 6  Noah made it; he represents the economy. Then in Genesis 8: 8, we read he sent forth a dove from him suggesting the intimate relations of the Spirit with the other divine Persons in the divine economy. But He is here a divine Person, in this humble, subservient way; He has come forth from with the Father. He has come down perfectly conversant with all that is in the mind and heart of the Father; He has come down to testify of Jesus; all that is brought down and made the property of the assembly. So the dove here went abroad, and finding no resting place for the sole of her foot, came back to Noah, and he took her in unto him. He not only opened the window, but it says he put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her to him into the ark Genesis 8: 9. These are beautiful touches as to the holy divine Persons to whom we are baptised. How the Holy Spirit links with the Father, and becomes conversant with the whole position in the ark, as well as with the whole position down here. Noah after seven days sends forth the dove again, and she returns again in the evening, speaking of the daily employment of divine Persons. God is introduced in Genesis as working by the day in order to prepare a place for man; and in Acts 2, we have seen the Lord adding daily to the assembly. So here in figure, the Holy Spirit is seen coming back in the evening  the day was finished, so to speak, He had been about all the day, and He comes back now with the result of His activities. How important are the days of the divine activities! What results there are in the evening! May we not ask ourselves, What result will there be from our days? No servant should serve without having results for God in view. The dove here typically had a good piece of work that day as she returned with the olive leaf plucked off in her mouth. I think the first sending forth here might refer to the Old Testament day; it says by the law is the knowledge of sin, the results are negative, and the judgment remains. But the second day brings positive results; the olive leaf was not negative; it was not merely repentance; it was something plucked off  it was drawing from the tree, from the root. In Judges 9: 9 the olive tree says, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man ... ? The present period and the results for God from His work and testimony are in view in the olive leaf; whether in regard to an individual, or a meeting, or the whole church  there is evidence of something which honours God. The third sending out and non-return of the dove points to the millennium. 

    Now I pass on to Jude 20 and 21; he says, But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. The apostle exhorts the saints to keep themselves in the love of God, by praying in the Holy Spirit. Jude has in mind, while exposing the apostates, to show how the Holy Spirit can be employed as we are in prayer. Ephesians urges the same thing: praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit (Ephesians 6: 18). How the heart is touched as thus in prayer! What new thoughts come before one, what new necessities, as the heart is enlarged by the Spirit in prayer! That is the sure way to be kept, in the midst of the apostasy. The Lord says to the assembly in Philadelphia, I ... will keep thee out of the hour of trial Revelation 3: 10  but this is keeping us in the midst of it; we keep ourselves in the positive enjoyment of the love of God, as we are found praying in the Holy Spirit. That is the position contemplated in Jude. 

    Then Peter, speaking of the transfiguration, he being an eye-witness of the glory of Christ on the holy mount, says, we have the prophetic word made surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a lamp shining in an obscure place) until the day dawn and the morning star arise in your hearts; knowing this first, that the scope of no prophecy of scripture is had from its own particular interpretation, for prophecy was not ever uttered by the will of man, but holy men of God spake under the power of the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1: 19 - 21. So that the word of prophecy is all of one piece, it is of no private interpretation; it is the product of the Spirit; the holy men of old spoke and wrote in the power of the Spirit: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and all the minor prophets, and David too, spoke as in the power of the Spirit. The testimony of prophecy forms a living reality proceeding from one mind. Are they not worth reading? Yes, indeed, as from the Holy Spirit, showing what a wide field He covered even before He came here, as sent forth from a glorified Christ. God had Christ in view from the outset, the activities of the Holy Spirit had that in view from the very beginning, and so He spoke through the prophets, one and all. If we are to understand the apostasy and how we are to be kept in the presence of it, we must read the prophets. All are included in the testimony of the Holy Spirit to us, so that we may be conversant through the Spirit, with all that is coming in. If we are found here in the midst of the many antichrists, it is of all importance that we should be kept in rest; as understanding the prophetic testimony in the Old and New Testaments we shall know what is coming, it will not disturb us. The spiritual discerns all things, yet he himself is discerned of no one. And again, we have the mind of Christ 1 Corinthians 2: 16. Jude speaks of those who have not the Spirit, but he also recognises those who have the Spirit, and he directs them. Let each challenge himself as to whether he has the Spirit, and if we are in doubt let us get to the Lord who will not leave us in uncertainty. God is a giver, He delights to give. Let us not deny Him this blessedness, for It is more blessed to give than to receive Acts 20: 35. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable free giving! 

  
    Jude  PRESENTATION (JT 37)

    Jude 24, 25; Colossians 1: 21, 22; Ephesians 5: 25 - 27; Genesis 47: 1 - 10

    The thought I have in mind is presentation which, perhaps, is not so familiar in the United States as it is in monarchical countries; such as in the United Kingdom where presentation to the sovereigns is customary, and is regarded as of moment by those who are presented, as enhancing their dignity and subsequent life. 

    In reading these scriptures, I have in mind the idea of being presented, not to a mortal man, however exalted, but, as in the first scripture, presented faultless in the presence of divine glory  presented by God Himself; and in the second scripture, presented by the Godhead to itself (for that is how it should read); and in the third scripture, presented collectively as the assembly, by Christ to Himself. 

    All these scriptures bear on the future; although Colossians includes the present also. The passage I read from the Old Testament represents figuratively the presentation of the saints in their de facto circumstances down here  presented to the Supreme One by Christ, as related to Him. 

    I look to the Lord, as I trust you do, to help, so that this great subject may be set out not only clearly but spiritually; for we are to communicate spiritual things by spiritual means; and I would commend to you first, dear brethren, the ability of God to do what is indicated. 

    As you will observe, Judes epistle is short and was occasioned by the incoming of the great apostasy. 

    Jude had in mind to write about our common salvation, but he tells us that instead he felt obliged to write about the apostasy, which is now a matter of history  past and present: never more so than at present. This great apostasy, in its malign character and power, was weighty enough to bear heavily upon Jude; but he is filled with buoyancy. In the closing verses of his letter is a buoyancy that one would seek to have infused into our souls, as having to encounter the very darkness of which he speaks; we are in the midst of it. As John says in his first epistle: As ye have heard that antichrist comes, even now there have come many antichrists, whence we know that it is the last hour, chapter 2: 18. It is a solemn consideration, dear brethren, calculated to oppress our spirits; and we should feel it. God has great regard for those who feel with Him  and the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations Ezekiel 9: 4; but then there is an outlet in this holy buoyancy indicated by Jude; it is a doxology. There is much more of this in the Scriptures than we are apt to think  this spirit of praise; and it should be ever with the brethren; we should not be behind the Old Testament believers, who had, besides many songs and ascriptions of praise, five books of Psalms. We are enjoined indeed, as filled with the Spirit, to speak to ourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord. Ephesians 5: 19. Jude helps in this; he leads with others; and what occasions it is the ability of God to keep the saints from falling and to set them with exultation blameless before His glory  a very weighty matter. 

    We have already been dwelling a little upon how the most enlightened, such as Isaac, could fail, for who, in Isaacs day, had the light that he had? Think of the light in that mans heart! He was the son of Abraham, miraculously begotten, one of the unique babes in Scripture, and yet he went to Abimelech! Thus, dear brethren, in a crisis, the most advanced of us is capable of turning aside to human resources. But Jehovah loved Isaac too well to allow him to go further. We may all thank God for His interventions so that we should not be turned aside, that we should not go the whole road upon which we have entered through our unbelief. In order to stop Isaac, God appeared Himself to him. How great a privilege! And He says to him: Go not down to Egypt: dwell in the land that I shall tell thee of. Sojourn in this land. Genesis 26: 2, 3. He would say to every one of us, hard pressed though we may be for our very bread and butter, Go not down to Egypt ... sojourn in this land. God is better than Egypt. 

    One would speak to the brethren as to those who have light; not only as to their salvation but as to heavenly principles: Sojourn in this land, and you will prove what it is. Let not a hard moment divert you  God says, I will be with thee, verse 3. He will be with you in it. The river of Egypt with all its fructifying power is not to be compared with Jehovah as with us. He says, I will be with thee and bless thee ... and I will multiply thy seed, verses 3, 4; and then He tells Isaac that the reason for this is on the ground of obedience: because that Abraham hearkened to my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws, verse 5. That was the position. The position we occupy has been won by others: let us not forget that! It is for us ready-made ground; but nevertheless it is the land of promise; at whatsoever cost it has been acquired, we are on it: let us not leave it! Abraham acquired it; it was for Isaac to occupy in grace and dignity; not as a servile person in the land of Abimelech seeking his patronage and protection. We must never take up that attitude and become slaves to the worlds principles, whatever they be. Isaac was to be in the land of Canaan in the dignity of a heavenly man and he remained there. In spite of his failure in denying his wife, God gave him a wonderful victory. Dear brethren, there is a voice telling us to stay in the land. 

    The Lord says, and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Revelation 2: 10; not eleven days. All is divinely controlled. Isaac found that the land yielded bountifully in spite of the famine; and by staying in the land we shall find that in the hour of pressure God will be with us; He will enlarge us and prosper us, till we reach Beersheba, the well of the oath, where water was found, Genesis 26  where one is on sure ground with God, where we prove that He is doing great things for us according to engagement in which it is impossible for Him to lie. In a promise and an oath we have a strong consolation, and a hope entering within the veil, where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec. Hebrews 6: 19, 20  that is the position faith takes up. 

    Jude has in mind that we should be in the light of the ability of God to keep us. According to his epistle, the surroundings are dark with regard to the apostasy; but as you look up to God  to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, verse 24, and as you look around on the brethren all is bright and stable. Jude does not fail in the midst of the outward circumstances; he tells us about love feasts, he speaks indeed about spots in them, but nevertheless there are love feasts. And then he goes on, But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, verses 20, 21. 

    How are we to get through as this one and that one are taken away, honoured men of God on whom we have leaned? And it may be that others will be taken if the Lord tarries. One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh. Ecclesiastes 1: 4. The coming generation is apt to be depressed, thinking, How shall we get on? Jude says in an exultant tone: But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages, verses 24, 25. 

    With regard to the verse in Colossians, the apostle, in the same spirit of worship as Jude, speaks of giving thanks to the Father ... who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love, verses 12, 13. Think of that, dear young people, of being translated from the authority of darkness by the Father. How worthy He is of our thanks!  and then translated into the kingdom of the Son of his love  such a kingdom as that! The apostle then, by the Spirit, proceeds to speak of Jesus as firstborn of all creation; because by him were created all things, verse 16; not merely as the instrument, but in His own power they were created; all were created by Him and for Him. How the Spirit of God would imbue our souls with the knowledge of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ! Then it goes on to say, among other things, In him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell. Marvellous fact! And then by him the Deity would reconcile all things to Itself. And you ... has it reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, verses 21, 22. God, dear brethren, has acted for us in this way, in the body of his flesh through death; to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it, verse 22  to present you. Think of being before God thus! without blame in His presence. God has done it; not only the reconciliation but the presentation before it. What a footing to be on! It is what God has done Himself through Christ. 

    Going on to Ephesians  I wanted to come to the thought of Christ and the assembly. I am following the line of presentation and I hope everyone is enquiring. Am I in this? The passage says, Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, verse 25. He had a great object in view. Paul says elsewhere who has loved me and given himself for me. Galatians 2: 20. The verbs are in the past tense. It is wonderful to go back hundreds of years  to the cross  and to think that Christ loved us then. But then he says here, He loved the assembly and has delivered himself up for it  with an object in view  its presentation to Himself. 

    It is remarkable that with the men of faith, you get nothing in the way of a conspicuous marriage. Marriages are common among us, and much is made of them, but the Lord Jesus is still waiting for the marriage celebration; not for the taking of a wife. When Rebecca came to Isaac, nothing is said except that she alighted from her camel. Isaac was out meditating in the field; he had come from the well; he was alone in meditation, representing typically the Lord Jesus in solitariness, in resurrection, the heavenly Man. Rebecca represents not the bride exactly, but the wife. There was no celebration; not even with David or Solomon do you get that. It is all future. Thus the Lord loved the assembly and gave Himself for it, that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word, verse 26. What for?  that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, verse 27; it is His own action. Jehovah brought Eve to Adam; but Laban did not come with Rebecca, nor was Abraham present. The Lord Jesus will present the assembly to Himself in the coming day, all glorious. Dear brethren, this washing of water by the word is service that He is carrying on with that in view; not only for our comfort and blessing generally, but in view of the presentation. 

    How are we to be presented? The washing of water by the word contemplates intelligence. A person that is washed, knows what is being done; it is by the word. When He washed the disciples feet. He said: What I do thou dost not know now, but thou shalt know hereafter, John 13: 7, and that is true now; the hereafter has come. I speak as to intelligent persons, says the apostle in 1 Corinthians 10: 15. The Lord would respect us and give us to understand that we are intelligent; that we know what He does. The marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready, Revelation 19: 7. She has made herself ready. She understands what is suitable now. May we not say that this is the outcome of this intelligible service of the Lord  the washing of water by the word? The saints are being washed and sanctified collectively, so as to be presented collectively. One great thread running through Ephesians is that we become accustomed to collective relations. The Lords supper is intended to accustom us to collective relations to one another; to know how to sit down body-wise  assembly-wise; to know how to wait together without being irritable or impatient; to be together as in assembly in quiet spiritually intelligent dignity. The assembly is a living organism in which we are set according to divine wisdom and in the power of the Spirit of God. 

    Just to amplify this in a practical way, I want to dwell on Genesis 47; for it contemplates us, as I said at the outset, in our de facto conditions here. In this chapter there are mentioned five brothers  shepherds. Compared with Pharaoh  this great man  what are these five shepherds? And then an old man whose occupation had been that of a shepherd, 

    how will he go in to the palace? how will he appear? how will they all appear in the presence of the Supreme?  for that is the idea. 

    This is a very practical scene; it is a question of what we are in our every-day lives; what our occupations are; what we are, as men reckon. Sophisticated men in this world would say, The only man in Jacobs family who is a gentleman is Joseph. Were the retainers of Pharaoh and Joseph to see these five men and the old man  Josephs father  go in, they would be thinking, There is not a gentleman amongst them; they to be presented at court! 

    Well, that is how we are challenged; but then, Joseph knows. It is a question here of moral superiority; not of measuring up to human standards, for these can never be introduced among the people of God. There is a law called the rule of new creation and that is to govern these matters; it is not the law of Egypt  the law of this world. Joseph understood this, we may say, in presenting his father and brethren to Pharaoh. 

    I speak of Pharaoh, as in some sense representing God; for that is how we have to face this matter; not merely historically, for it has a moral bearing. It is a question of how these poor people, despised of this earth, shine, and of what there is in them that is of God which the world does not know. John says, See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not, 1 John 3: 1. We are not known now, but presently some qualities will shine out which will eclipse any the world possesses. Joseph, in the type here, instructs his brethren so that the traits that mark the people of God should appear. That is the point he makes. They were to say to the king, Thy servants ... have been occupied with cattle from our youth even until now. They were men of feeling and heart; men who have had to do with living creatures, and cared for them. 

    Dear brethren, let us take that ground! Shepherds were an abomination to the Egyptians, but the first man of faith, Abel, was a shepherd. Spiritually, it is a most dignified occupation. There are five of them here. Joseph would say, I am not taking in ten, but five. He makes his selection. There can be no doubt that he did not wish to make any show in numbers, but rather in quality, for quality is greater than numbers. Five is a simple number; you can count it on one hand. It is remarkable how it is used in Josephs ministry, and no doubt, has its significance. These five men come up to the mark; there is no show of external greatness or worldly refinement about them; it is a question of what is acceptable to God; how things measure up in heaven. These men measured up to that standard. Accordingly, to Pharaohs question, What is your occupation? they answer, Thy servants are shepherds. And they add, To sojourn in the land are we come. If we are in this world in any way, we are not here to stay. Let no christian act in this world as if he were here to stay; he is not here to stay. Josephs brethren were in Egypt as sojourners. If they were to say more, they would add. There is the land of Canaan, the land promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; theirs was, in type, a heavenly country. They did not come to stay; they were in Egypt as sojourners; therefore, it was a question of getting through. Pharaoh says to Joseph, Thy father and thy brethren are come to thee ... let them dwell in the land of Goshen. It was the best of the land of Egypt  thus God provides for His people as they maintain their true character. They are to dwell alone. It is said of Israel, Lo, it is a people that shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. Numbers 23: 9. These sons of Jacob were to continue their occupation in Goshen. We are in a time of unemployment, but God is an Employer. He is looking for persons who can do His work; He has plenty to do, and He pays well. It is a question of submission to His will. One feels, more and more, that all the current pressure is to bring out the brethren; and if we give God His place, He will give us employment; and we will also get employment for necessary uses. Pharaoh gave instructions to give some of Josephs brethren employment. 

    Thus the people of God are dignified; they shine out in their own way  not in the worlds way. The idea is that the saints bring into this world the principles of another world, and that is what these people did. They continued in Egypt their occupation as when in Canaan. The service of shepherds is spiritually a reflection of Christ, who is the great and good Shepherd. 

    The final word is about Jacob to show how the moral superiority of the saints comes into evidence. Joseph set Jacob before Pharaoh, and there is no enquiry about his occupation here. There was not a man like Jacob in the whole universe, and Pharaoh understood that. Jacob was the depository of the blessing of the promises of God. Think of what light he had in his heart! Some of you young people may be serving day by day in workshops with superior men of means, but how little they know what you have in your heart that is not present in theirs. You possess dignity that will exist when the world is gone forever; and so it was with Jacob. He blessed Pharaoh as he came in, and again as he went out. He blessed him twice, to bring out, I think, the great moral worth that there is amongst the people of God. They are despised outwardly, but their great moral worth shines. It shines in the presentation by Joseph; that is to say, typically, by Christ. Think of the dignity that attaches to us as related to Christ. But there is also intrinsic dignity. This is particularly seen in Jacob. In the consciousness of this he blessed Pharaoh, who did not resent it. Pharaoh asked him, How old are you? That is a great test. How many years have you been converted? How much can you show for it? How much have you acquired in the knowledge of God and of Christ? Jacob answered, Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they do not attain to the days of the years of the life of my fathers. Genesis 47: 9. Who are these fathers? Isaac and Abraham. Abraham lived to be one hundred and seventy-five, and Isaac lived to be one hundred and eighty. These ages were beyond what was customary in Egypt, and ages like these would command the respect of Pharaoh, great as he was. And so it is, beloved, that age in experience with God, in the enjoyment of His promises. His purpose, and His love makes us greater than any. It was so here; Jacob blessed Pharaoh as he came in, and he blessed him on the way out. Pharaoh made no enquiry as to his occupation as I remarked. It is not now a question of occupation but of growth, of maturity  what one is in his life with God. The twenty-four elders in the book of Revelation correspond; indeed, the Lord Himself is seen there with hair white like wool. It all alludes to what I am saying; and so everyone is challenged as to how old he is. What have you got to say for your years? It is not a question of how long you have been in fellowship; no, that is not the point. The number of years since I was born is not important; that may count for nothing: it is a question of a man such as Jacob  a man who has been with God. Can you bless anybody? Jacob could bless the greatest man. It was no sham; it was the blessing of a man who had been with God, the depository of the mind of God, and of the promise of God. 

    I think, dear brethren, you will be able to see how great a subject this is, and how it challenges what is brought in now in our everyday circumstances; also as to our faith in God and our knowledge of Him  of His ability to keep us from falling and to present us faultless in the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. 

  
    Jude  YOURSELVES (JT 41)

    1 John 2: 27; Jude 20 - 23; John 13: 35

    What I have in mind to speak of centres in the word yourselves. It is found in each of the scriptures read, as given in the New Translation, and points to any local company of Gods people, as also to all the saints on earth as responsible, left as it were to themselves. Not that we are left to ourselves in another sense, for the Lord says to us, Behold, I am with you all the days until the completion of the age, Matthew 28: 20. This promise is of course contingent on conditions, but nevertheless it can be relied upon, and becomes very great where two or three are gathered together unto the Lords name, for He says, there am I in the midst of them. In another passage where the saints are seen as bereft of all, having been on the mount of transfiguration, and having been bathed, as it were, in the radiancy of the glory on the mount, and hearing the voice out of that glory as the scene of glory disappeared, it is said, they no longer saw any one, but Jesus alone with themselves. Those who love Him are content with Him. He is sufficient, Jesus only! 

    Some are discontented at times because there is not something more than Jesus with the brethren, but there it was Jesus only with themselves. Others are discontented because Jesus is not clothed with current religious garments, but we are told that certain of His disciples were content to take Him as he was, that is, there is no thought of adding to Him so as to gratify natural religious desire. They took Him as he was into the ship. Further, at Sychar, in a passage of scripture which impresses us with what He is essentially, it says, He sat just as he was on the well. There was no effort to disguise anything at all; indeed He was weary, a fact which the enemy might try to use to detract from His glorious Person. Yet Scripture does not disguise the fact that although He who is God over all was there, a real Man sat thus as He was on the well. These are very precious truths, and should be cherished in our hearts. 

    On the other hand, we have to see that He has left us here. He was received out of their sight. We are told in Acts 1 that a cloud received him out of their sight. He was parted from them, just as in the type Elijah was parted from Elisha. Again, we find that the Lord, as children were brought to Him, laid His hands on them and blessed them and went away, implying that the parents had themselves to look after their little ones (Matthew 19: 15). He had laid His hands on them, but the parents would now be responsible. They can of course reckon on Him as having laid His hands on them, as identified with them; and so with every child born into the household of faith. The parents can reckon on the Lord to help them in looking after them, but He says, it is your affair to keep them from evil as much as you can. You are to do it. 

    Again, as regards the damsel whom He raised to life, He told others to give her something to eat. He commanded them to do it. He does not do it Himself. Thus the Lord imposes responsibility upon us, and in leaving His own where the enemy was. He said, I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, ... for he abides with you, and shall be in you, John 14: 16, 17. 

    The apostle John, having this latter fact in mind, alludes to the Spirits presence, in the verse read from his first epistle, and addressing the brethren as little children, says, And yourselves, not ourselves. He had been speaking to them about the antichrist, reminding them that they knew that he was coming. It was a matter of christian knowledge in the early days that antichrist was coming, and that already there were many, and the apostle gives indications as to him and them, so that as discerning these marks we should know that it is the last hour. That does not simply mean the last hour of the dispensation, it signifies the whole dispensation. All the dispensations have entered into this. It is the crucial one, the last one in which sin will have sway, and we have Gods testimony here as to the means of superiority and victory in it. What marks this hour for true believers is the Unction. The Holy Spirit is seen in this way, not simply as present, but as distinguishing Gods people in the way of intelligence. The idea is that every christian, however young, should, among other things, be distinguished by intelligence. The fruit of the Spirit is in variety, as seen elsewhere, nine fruits being mentioned in Galatians, the first of which is love, but we should be intelligent, and as having intelligence and knowing its source, we are independent of man. It is not that man may not be used of God. The Spirit is not incarnate and therefore uses teachers, but that is not what is meant; man in his natural attainments is in view. 

    The influence of Greek philosophy was being felt, and Satan was using it, and some of the brethren were going so far as to welcome it, thinking by it to add to what they had; but that was just making room for what exists today, the enormous systems dependent on man as such, although distinguished by religious garb and education. It is just man. A man having four or five sons will make one of them a clergyman, as one of the general professions in the world. 

    John, in calling attention to the Spirit, would show that, as having received Him, there was no need that any man as such should teach the saints. Yourselves, he says. You might look thus upon the brethren here in Johannesburg. When the apostle Paul was at Miletus, he called over to him the elders of the assembly at Ephesus, and he put it upon them to look after the saints ... to take heed to themselves and to all the flock. He also urged the Philippians, saying, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you both the willing and the working according to his good pleasure (chapter 2: 12, 13). 

    If God gives the Spirit, He has in mind yourselves, but this implies that room is to be made for the ministry which He affords. Being dependent on the anointing there attaches such a dignity as no university in the world can confer. In the recognition of the anointing, brothers come to the Bible readings with something, in dependence on the Lord. Whenever ye come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching ..., 1 Corinthians 14: 26. Coming together is not enough, we should count on the anointing. It is a question of accepting obligation, and in dependence making room for the Spirit. 

    The Unction, John says, teaches you as to all things. The Spirit, the Lord said, will come and bring demonstration to the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. It is not simply that the world is convicted, it is rather that things are brought out in power, through the Spirit here, in the saints of God. The idea of sin is brought out, the idea of righteousness is brought out; also the idea of judgment  the judgment of God. We are to carry the sense of all this. It affords moral victory in a world of sin and Satans power. These things are to be in evidence  that there is such a thing as the judgment of God, a judgment capable of dealing with the whole world system. The prince of it is judged. Now is the judgment of this world, John 12: 31. Its execution is future, although in principle it exists, so that John says, He that is not subject to the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. It is the present tense. Undoubtedly he alludes to the Jewish system, but there is that which corresponds today, and God has brought in the judgment of that system, which refuses Jesus. So that the apostle Paul says, Wrath has come upon them to the uttermost, 1 Thessalonians 2: 16. It is a standing testimony, so that man may fear God; God is to be feared. John has that in mind, in opening up this epistle to these little ones. The Unction has come, and we are to have a clear perspective of the whole position, and have the knowledge that God has the entire situation in hand. That is a great matter for young people. It is not the result of going to universities, but by holding things in the dignity of the teaching of the Spirit of God, as John says, the same unction teaches you as to all things. The Spirit is here and may be relied upon. Thus we do not need any man to teach us. 

    Now as to Judes epistle, we again have this word yourselves. Jude was an apostle, as was John. He had in mind to write of our common salvation  that is, what enters into the preaching of the gospel. God grant that there may be more of it! Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season, we are enjoined. Jude would have liked to have written on that subject, but he says in effect, the apostasy is coming in with such force that I have to turn aside to speak of it and expose it. Judes epistle has a great place in these last days, and fortifies us as to what we are to do. He exposes the tide of apostasy. If exposed, it is morally settled. That is important in regard to John 16. If exposed, evil is morally settled. When sentence upon a criminal is passed by a court, and the punishment to be inflicted is pronounced, the execution of the penalty is a detail, a matter of time, but the case is morally ended. The Spirit brings in demonstration of sin and judgment; God has power to deal with the whole matter, and hence, as divinely demonstrated, sin is morally dealt with. So John 16: 8 - 11 clears the whole scene for us. Apprehending what the Spirit has done, the believer sees all things clearly. Some of us do not perhaps; we stay too much in the village; our minds dwell in it. In Mark 8, the Lord took the man out of the village and touched his eyes, enabling him to see all things clearly. The whole landscape is seen in this way. So that the believer moves on. He knows what is before him. He treads his way with firm step. 

    Jude exposes the evil, and shows how it is to be met; he says, But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith. How is it to be done in the midst of the things he has been exposing? Praying in the Holy Spirit. That is a word for Monday evenings, and for secret prayer too. Prayer is to be in the Holy Spirit. The Book of Common Prayer is not that. The Holy Spirit is in the prayer meeting. It is prayer in the Spirit that expresses the need of the moment. 

    It is yourselves here, But ye, beloved. One covets to have such affection for the brethren so as to be able to use this word. David means beloved, and the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. The apostles are able to clothe the saints in this beautiful dress. But ye, beloved ... keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. These things are held out to our view as incentives to hope. Hope is a great element in the Christians experience. We are too content with present things. Hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, Romans 5: 5. The Spirit inspires hope in our hearts. Thus we are looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

    This is not the hope that is spoken of in Philippians pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, that is the supreme thought, the heavenly calling. This is the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. It is associated with mercy; the Lord Jesus Christ comes in for us as the pressure of death is felt, but presently He will take us beyond it for ever. There is that in Philippians which is most strengthening to our souls: Our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory. 

    Associated with that is 1 Corinthians 15 in regard to the raising of the dead, where we have the utterance, Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Who has not been disturbed by the thought of death? But the Spirit, as we come to understand the truth, gives the sense of victory. Not setting ourselves up here, we have a sure outlook and are praying in the Holy Spirit. 

    And of some have compassion, making a difference, but others save with fear. We are confronted amongst ourselves in every locality with some and with others. There are those that we are to be compassionate towards. The same things may attach to them as attach to the others, but with the former it is not so serious. Environment has much to do with our characters. In dealing with souls I always like to get information regarding their parentage, nationality, business, and so on, because God has taken all these things into account. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall to the ground without your Father; but of you even the hairs of the head are all numbered, Matthew 10: 29, 30. How much more does He consider our fathers, our environment, our tenets, our present occupation, and all else. All these things enter into the calculation of a spiritual man. 

    But others, Jude says, save with fear, snatching them out of the fire  they are actually in it. Although born of Christian parents, they may frequent the cinema. Pull them out of it! Hating even the garment spotted by the flesh  that is the thing, the garment, not the persons. Look out for the spots. In Leviticus, it took a priest to do that. Leviticus speaks about garments being leprous. Look out for the spots! Hate them! 

    The final thought is in chapter 13 of Johns gospel. The Lord begins this section in verse 33. He calls the disciples Children; it is a parental word. John in his epistle calls the saints his children. The Lord addresses His own as children. It is a question of His parental affection for them. He had been washing their feet. Think of Him thus, the lowly Saviour! How it should appeal to every one! Was it for them only? No, for us too. Indeed He puts it upon us here to wash one anothers feet. I do not believe I shall ever wash a saints feet if I do not respect him. I shall never love a person I do not respect. The truth sets aside all the things that distinguish us after the flesh. We have to clothe the brethren with heavenly dignity and respect. God is no respecter of persons in the gospel. What a variety of persons were converted in the early days! There were high-born and rich men as well as low-born and poor. Let no one despise a rich man. One man of whom it is said he was rich sought to see Jesus who he was. So we must not despise any because of outward circumstances. The apostle appealed to the Corinthians, who were making much of men in this sense. He says, Consider your calling. The generality of those called were of the lower strata of society, and this was to bring to nought among the saints the great things of the world. Christ took a servants place in going round washing their feet. Then He sits down and addresses them in dignity, and says, children. What a beautiful address that is! It is no mere formality. This is love seen in the Lord Jesus. Children, He says, if you wish to be known as My disciples, have love amongst yourselves. Have it as a quantity, as it were. Not simply that one or two brothers love the others, but it is to mark all  love amongst yourselves. It is an appeal, and love never fails. 

    Was the description of love in 1 Corinthians 13 applicable to the assembly at Corinth? Alas! no. Had it been so the picture would be much more attractive. Because of the sorrowful state at Corinth the apostle was obliged to describe love in an abstract way. The Lord in the passage before us sought that love in a positive way should be amongst us. He says, By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves. How can I sit down with a brother and participate in the symbols of the death of Christ, and refuse to speak to him? It is foreign to love. 

    The Lord is thinking of the saints as left to themselves. He would be away, but, as it were, instead of Himself, there would be love. In love I make room for the Spirit. The Lord would encourage us to have love among ourselves  each one accepting the obligation of having it. 

  
    Jude  THE SERVICE OF THE SPIRIT IN DAYS OF APOSTASY (JT 45)

    2 Thessalonians 2: 13; Jude 19 - 21; 2 Peter 1: 21; 2 Timothy 1: 14

    JTConsidering the mention of the Spirit in each of these epistles, which have the apostasy in mind, we are enabled to see what provision there is for us in having to do with the present apostate conditions in christendom. These, I believe, are the only times the Spirit is mentioned in these four epistles and a distinct feature of the truth applies as to each. If these four features are understood and carried out in our walk and ways we shall be preserved. 

    The first is the sanctification of the Spirit. The apostle refers in both epistles to these christians at Thessalonica as beloved, and they are regarded and addressed as in God the Father. Here they are beloved of the Lord and chosen of God, he says, from the beginning to salvation in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. The apostasy is a denial of the truth and in consequence men may believe a lie, whereas if things are taken up in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth we are preserved. Chosen of God from the beginning, the stress is on chosen, not only that we are chosen but how; that is, in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. Then over against this we have in Jude the apostate imitation, men setting themselves apart, not indicative of sanctification, but false, as imitators. Of them it is said, not having the Spirit. And we have there how believers are actively preserved by prayer in the Holy Spirit, keeping ourselves in the love of God. In 2 Peter we see how the ministry is always carried on, but particularly in view of the apostasy which is stressed here: holy men of God spake under the power of the Holy Spirit. Then finally, in Timothy we have the good deposit. What we have treasured is to be kept, not by creeds or by natural effort or memory, but by the Spirit. That is what was in mind. I hope the brethren will be able to follow and speak together of the scriptures that we may have mutual help. 

    ANDo you mean that these are the means by which we are preserved in days of apostasy? 

    JTThat is what I was thinking. God sets us out as choosing us. He sets us out in this way, in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. The other scriptures we read fall in with that. 

    ANI had a thought that sometimes there is a difficulty in regard of salvation, connecting it more with what is to come and the final thing; but what would be in mind in these scriptures would be how we are preserved for the present. 

    JTSalvation except from wrath has generally a present bearing. It alludes to the different influences we were under and are exposed to still. So that there is really no salvation aside from the Spirit; it is not only by the possession of the Spirit, but in sanctification of the Spirit. 

    HWSo that these things would be necessary as coupled together, salvation of the Spirit in view of the state of apostasy we have come into today. 

    JTThat is what is in mind, apostasy. We are told in this chapter, verse 3, as to the day of the Lord: Let not anyone deceive you in any manner, because it will not be unless the apostasy have first come, and the man of sin have been revealed. And then we are told that the mystery of lawlessness already works; it is already working and in an extensive way. Over against this we have here the choice of God: chosen of God in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. These are both subjective thoughts. God has chosen us in them. 

    CEWDo you look upon sanctification of the Spirit as being practical sanctification? 

    JTThat is what is in mind. We are chosen in that. We are chosen to salvation, we are told, in it, as if it were essential. Romans of course opens up the doctrine of the gospel. This feature of it is mentioned here. The Spirit is mentioned here only in this epistle, hence the importance of these two thoughts in view of practical salvation, namely, sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 

    GHCWhat would be the difference between in sanctification and the verse in 1 Peter where it speaks about election by sanctification of the Spirit? 

    JTYou are referring to 1 Peter 1: 2, by and in. Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ, to the sojourners of the dispersion of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by sanctification of the Spirit, unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. There is not much difference; here the in is also instrumental but involving power and state effected. You are in the state in mind. It is unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood in Peter. Here it is in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. It really is a condition accompanying the call of God in the gospel which has to be maintained. 

    JDDoes it mean that this salvation is not apart from sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth? 

    JTThat is so. Without this salvation is impossible in a practical sense. 

    GHCWould that be the instrumentality by which God preserves what is chosen and precious to Him? Would the Spirit be the means by which God preserves that which is precious to Him? 

    JTQuite so, as over against the apostasy that is around, which is marked by a lie. And then there is the imitation, all those who set themselves apart: this monasticism which is a great feature of apostasy, so-called chastity, counterfeit sanctification on a fleshly principle. This epistle states that such have not the Spirit, so it is not of God at all. It is over against what is of God; whereas we are to be preserved by prayer in the Holy Spirit, not simply by reading prayers as they do. They spend much time going over certain exercises in a fleshly way which ends in nothing for God. It is an effort of the flesh; whereas believers pray in the Holy Spirit. That raises the whole question as to our prayers, how we pray, whether we simply repeat prayers or whether we pray in the Holy Spirit. Prayer meetings are not intended to be heavy, nor are our individual prayers intended to be a tax on us which we wish to get through. There is a certain joy attached to prayer. God says He will make us joyful in His house of prayer, and that would include the idea of praying in the Spirit. There is nothing onerous or burdensome about it; there is a certain joy in praying in the Holy Spirit. But then it says we are to keep ourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life, over against the man of sin coming in; we are kept in holy buoyancy and liberty and power on these lines. 

    FWGHow can we understand from the beginning here? God has chosen you from the beginning. 

    JTThat was the beginning of their conversion, when they were converted. God gives us the facts. The facts of their conversion are given. Paul went in on three sabbaths we are told, opening and laying down the truth of Christ in the gospel. We have an account of it in Acts 17: They came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. And according to Pauls custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom I announce to you (verses 1 - 3). These are the facts given by the Spirit as to this beginning at Thessalonica. It was a very auspicious beginning, because we are told that the apostle went in among them, and on three sabbath days reasoned with them from the Scriptures, opening and laying down that Christ must have suffered and risen from among the dead. He opened up the truth and laid it down, meaning that it was presented authoritatively to them, in power. They were chosen in these practical forms in the gospel in these circumstances, and we are told, Some of them believed, and joined themselves to Paul and Silas, and of the Greeks who worshipped, a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few (verse 4). So that it was a remarkable work and they had a good start, not simply light but this sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 

    ANWould that not be in the epistle to the Romans? You get them beginning as having obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine that had been delivered to them, how they get their freedom from sin, and then in chapter 8 we get the Spirit coming in, the Spirit of life and peace; they began on these lines and that is how it is to be maintained here. 

    JTRomans gives us the doctrine, so that if we are to understand what is alluded to here, we must go to Romans; and I think in the way the apostle went in among them, not as a great authority, a person lording it over them, but amongst them, and then opening up the truth and laying it down, he himself would be an example of the effect of the truth. He had just come from Philippi where he had been terribly afflicted, but he was evidently superior to it. They would see the effect of the gospel supremely in him. 

    JDDoes the truth stand in contrast to the enemys lie or does it express a great deal more? 

    JTIt does express a great deal more, but that is what is here, that it is a great preservative for us as over against the word spoken  because they have not received the love of the truth. It would imply apostasy. There is no love of the truth, and it has been given up everywhere in christendom. 

    FBWIs building yourselves up on your most holy faith in advance of believing the truth? 

    JTQuite so. I was thinking there is a bit of progress in Jude, and it is over against those that separate themselves, the great monastic system which is active all over christendom one way and another. They have not the Spirit. It is a remarkable statement. You might say that they are not doing much harm if they are setting themselves apart, but the Spirit of God regards them as a part of the apostasy. Jude says in verse 17, But ye, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they said to you, that at the end of the time there should be mockers, walking after their own lusts of ungodlinesses. These are they who set themselves apart, natural men, not having the Spirit. It is a part of the apostasy and opposition to the truth of the gospel. The way that is overcome is evidently given in what follows: But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. It is a positive exercise there, and that praying is not as is customary in the prayer book or prayers repeated, not mere prayer, but prayer in the Holy Spirit. It is prayer with intelligence and right feeling and with a purpose, so that we go on to the end, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

    WHDo you think this monasticism might be a specious appeal on the part of the enemy that he might gain ground and accomplish much in the way of apostasy? 

    JTIt is really what strengthens apostasy. It is very largely the power, the means in their hands of the power they wield, because these monasteries and so-called fathers and eunuchs are all, I believe, in mind here as maintaining the apostasy in the religious aspect of it. 

    JGIs it possible to be set apart and yet not have the Holy Spirit? 

    JTThat is what is said here. Jude says, These are they who set themselves apart, natural men, not having the Spirit. They do it themselves, not having the Spirit. It is their own action instead of the action of the Spirit. It is just a fleshly effort intended to strengthen the great system which is corrupting Christendom. The only way to meet it is by sanctification of the Spirit and in praying in the Holy Spirit, keeping ourselves in the love of God. The love of God is in our hearts according to Romans, but here we have a further statement to keep ourselves in it. I think it will be helpful to us to think of our prayers, just how we pray, how one does pray, whether he just says his prayers or whether he prays. There is a very great difference. James says, He prayed with prayer, and it was effective. 

    HWJrWould Corinthians help us? I will pray with the spirit, but I will pray also with the understanding, 1 Corinthians 14: 15. 

    JTThat would enter into this. It is in its own place; praying with the spirit is your own spirit, not the Holy Spirit. It is your own spirit, but one might be carried beyond his understanding and intelligence by allowing what is natural in his feelings or his spirit, and he must pray with his understanding. But here, it is praying in the Holy Spirit. The preposition implies that it is in the power of the Spirit. It is a state, as it were, while you pray. 

    GHCYour reference to James is very helpful. It says with regard to Elias that he prayed again and then we have fruitfulness and freshness coming out. Would that be the result of praying in the Holy Spirit? There would be a yield for God in freshness. 

    JTThat is what is stated there: the prayer was effective; he prayed with prayer. For instance, in his last prayer when he prayed for rain, he puts his face between his knees. He had real exercise, purpose in his prayer; he wanted it and he got it. 

    GHCI was thinking of the reference, again he prayed. 

    JTExactly, that is the last one. I think it is important to consider this matter of praying in the Holy Spirit as over against what the enemy is using or has used to overshadow and set aside the true service of the Spirit and preservation in the love of God, that our prayers should not be monotonous to ourselves or to others. 

    RMDoes the Lord Jesus Christ give us an example: Thus therefore pray ye, Matthew 6: 9? 

    JTQuite so. I suppose if you saw Him pray you would be affected by His demeanour. In John 17, you may hear Him pray, as it were, and what holy feelings you get there! One of His disciples said, Lord, teach us to pray, and He says, When ye pray, say, Father, thy name be hallowed; thy kingdom come, Luke 11: 1, 2. It is not that we may not pray at length, for the Lord prayed the whole night; but in the assembly, or in the meeting for prayer, we ought to regard it as a feature in the house of God. God says, My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the peoples, and, that He will make them joyful in my house of prayer, Isaiah 56: 7. It is not simply a place where prayer is wont to be made, but it is the house. There is affection in it. There are those who think lightly of the meeting for prayer and stay at home, and go to other meetings, but God promises glory in that meeting, and I am sure it involves in His mind prayer in the Holy Spirit. 

    WSWould praying in the Holy Spirit be the result of being in the gain of sanctification of the Spirit? 

    JTI thought it followed: I thought Judes line followed very well in the order of the truth. It is sanctification of the Spirit, praying in the Spirit, sanctification as set apart not simply outwardly but in power. You are not bound in separation, but you are at liberty in it. Praying in the Holy Spirit, we preserve ourselves in the love of God. It is a very wonderful thing to be kept in the love of God. We have a clear outlook  the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

    QuesWould the character of our prayers in the prayer meeting be different from individual prayers? 

    JTThey are different in this sense that they ought to be shorter in the meeting for prayer; that is, you are regulated by understanding what is suitable. If brothers are to pray, room has to be made for them. 

    RemI am thinking of the matter that would engage us in prayer. 

    JTDo you mean that in individual prayer you have your own individual affairs? 

    RemYes. 

    JTQuite so. But as you come on you widen out to the Lords interests, and of course you touch the same subjects as you have in the meeting for prayer. Take Ezras prayer, and Daniels prayer, particularly Daniels prayer; it was an individual matter. He prayed three times a day towards Jerusalem. We have his prayer in chapter 9 of the book of Daniel, and it is what I should call praying in the Holy Spirit. He was concerned about the interests of God and the interests of Gods people. He said he read Jeremiah; he understood by books; his prayer was founded on Scripture. If we expect salvation from God we ought to have a basis for it and Daniel has Jeremiah. When certain times elapsed he wanted to know about matters. He confessed his sin and the sins of the people, and Gabriel said, At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare it; for thou art one greatly beloved. Daniel 9: 23. That shows what enters into our meetings for prayer, and our individual prayers too; that is, the interests of God. Our individual prayers are sometimes restricted to our own areas unduly. Daniels prayer was very wide; it included all the interests of God and His people. Solomons prayer also covered not only area but length of time and possible happenings to the people of God; really it was prophetic, and when he was finished the house was filled with glory, showing how God values prayer. 

    FISo being made joyful in the house of prayer would include our individual prayers as well as in assembly. 

    JTWe ought not to rise from our knees before we are finished, for as you pray His love begins to fill your heart and He gives you to understand that He is listening and is pleased with what you say. You have had that experience? 

    FIYes. 

    JTQuite so. Those people who have separated themselves  it is all obnoxious to God. 

    QuesWhat about household prayer? It would have a great bearing upon our outlook in the gospel. That would be a subject for household prayer. 

    JTQuite so. It is one of the most valuable practices for our children, even if we put it on that level, even for our children, to have household prayer especially before the gospel meeting. You will observe in moving about that there is great effectiveness in household prayer in view of the gospel especially on Lords day. 

    HWJrDo you think that the prayer meeting as sometimes held in the hall before the gospel is necessary, or do you suggest prayer in the house? 

    JTI think it is much more effective to have it in the house, and obviously much more extensive, because you have many more prayers than you have in the room. The time available between our meetings in the afternoon and the evening gospel service on Lords day is very short and very few can attend a special meeting in the room. That is what one feels. 

    FIWas Daniels prayer household prayer? Was it governed by his kneeling towards Jerusalem? 

    JTThat is the idea; he prays towards Jerusalem. We sing in our hymn, 

    Every interest precious to Thee 
Finding in our hearts a place. (305:2)
 

    That has to be included in our meetings for prayer. I think Jerusalem stands for that. It stands for everything that is precious to heaven and Daniel had that in mind, and we have the actual prayer that he made and the answer to it. We are told that he is greatly beloved.. 

    ARThe apostle says, I will therefore that the men pray in every place (1 Timothy 2: 8); would you say that that is connected with private prayer or with public prayer? 

    JTI should say, both; that is, wherever prayer is being made; if there are brothers and sisters, brothers should pray. The apostle refers to Gods house: he says that one should know how to behave himself in the house of God. 

    ARI thought that in every place would not apply to a company together, as in Corinthians, All that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    JTI think it does, but then every place in Corinthians is every town, city, village, or hamlet, or whatever it may be. The one place in the opening chapter refers to the city or the town, that is, where people are who call on the name of the Lord; but I think Pauls reference to it is where prayer is wont to be made. 

    ARIt would be wider. 

    JTI think so. It is praying, lifting up pious hands, without wrath or doubting. In the household one should be free from any feeling as to his household arrangements because he is not to have that on his soul in speaking to God. The women are mentioned afterwards. It is a question of what is suitable in the house of God. 

    Now we come on to Peter. What was in mind was that the ministry, whatever character it may take  here it is prophetic ministry in view of the apostate conditions  is to be in the Spirit, carried on in a spiritual way. Holy men of God spake under the power of the Holy Spirit. It looks as if God is concerning us in the midst of darkness and apostasy with the means of resisting it and overcoming it. Even in our ministry, even in our service such as we are in now, the Spirit is to be observed: it is a question of the power of the Holy Spirit, and holy men of God, so that the flesh is shut out in all these phases of the truth. 

    FBWDoes this scripture suppose the consciousness of the power of the Spirit for speaking? 

    JTI think so. David was conscious: The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, he says. And, of course, you distinguish here, it is all in the power of the Spirit. 

    ANWhat you say is very important as to the truth, to go on with the truth, but the Spirit makes it living, and it is only in living conditions that you can be preserved. 

    JTThat is obvious. The shining out must be in the Spirit, as you will notice here  for prophecy was not ever uttered by the will of man, so that we might as well make up our minds that our wills are excluded. 

    GHCIn the uprising of Korah, Jehovah says to Moses, Speak unto the assembly. Would that be how the company would be preserved, speaking as he did on that occasion in the power of the Spirit? 

    JTQuite so. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces in meeting that rebellion; they felt things. 

    GHCAnd the glory of God came in in spite of it. 

    JTQuite. 

    AHIt is a question of rallying to the standard. 

    JTQuite so. You might say that what we are speaking of now is just that. The enemy comes in like a flood, and he has come in like a flood now; christendom is just over-run with apostasy in various forms, but the Spirit of God has raised up a standard against it, and it is for us to gather loyally to it. 

    JFWould you say that Peters object in the prophetic ministry is to keep the saints from falling in the last days  lest, being led away along with the error of the wicked, ye should fall from your own stedfastness (2 Peter 3: 17); and in Jude the same thought comes in: But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling (verse 24)? The ministry is intended to preserve the saints in that way. 

    JTQuite so. Doing these things ye will never fall, 2 Peter 1: 10. The ministry is to be abundant; that is what you want. In spite of the dark cloud of apostasy we can look through to the end and have an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

    Finally, we have in the epistle to Timothy, where we read, how spiritual things are kept. The creeds have proved futile in preserving the truth. In themselves they shut out the truth in a spiritual way. So that I think this verse is put over against that, that the good deposit is to be kept by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted. This brings up what each believer is intended to keep, as we might say, treasure in the house of God. He keeps the truth, and he has it as a deposit to be preserved, and it can only be preserved by the Spirit, but it is the Spirit that dwells in us. It is not simply the Spirit in an objective way, but the Spirit that dwells in us. 

    ANDo you think where it says, The mystery of lawlessness already works; only there is he who restrains now until he be gone (2 Thessalonians 2: 7), we have the operations of the Spirit checking what is in the world? Is that through the saints? 

    JTWe have often noticed that there are two things, one a Person and the other a thing: And now ye know that which restrains, that he should be revealed in his own time. For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only there is he who restrains now until he be gone. There is that which restrains and there is He who restrains. Well now, the He is the Spirit. It says so, of course. There are two things alluded to anyway; whether it be the government as ordained of God, or whether it be Gods kingdom in power in the Spirit in the saints, or whether it be the Spirit Himself operating, there is what hinders, and that is the basis of our prayers in view of the apostasy that is coming; I mean, the man of sin. We are entitled to continue this while these elements are functioning, whether it be government, or the kingdom of God in exercise here or the Spirit Himself. In other words, the government as ordained of God remains with that function, 

    and we are entitled to continue as if restraint were still in force, and in our prayers we speak of the authorities and pray for them, knowing that still, no doubt, they are ordained of God. I think that they should enter into our meetings for prayer, because they are still functioning; they are ordained of God to function in the way of restraint so that the testimony should continue in the way God wishes it to continue. 

    JDWould you speak of this as the over-government of God? 

    JTIt looks like that. There is something that is restraining and there is He who restrains. We can assume that they are functioning, and while they are functioning the man of sin will not appear. The man of sin will not appear while these elements are functioning and their functioning should be a basis for our prayers in respect of public matters that God might leave room for us so that the testimony might go on to the end. 

    RemIf these powers are hostile and put restraint upon the saints do you continue to pray for them? 

    JTYes, I think you should. 

    JHWould this be the most important aspect of the Spirits presence here as dwelling in us? 

    JTWhat a blessed thing it is  the Spirit dwelling in us! It challenges our hearts as to whether we have the Spirit, and we look for some evidence that we have. The Spirit dwelling in us is a great thought so that we are told that we shall be quickened in the future as having the Spirit of Him that has raised up Jesus from among the dead. But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from among the dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you, Romans 8: 11. God takes account of us. God protects His assembly. 

    JMcFDoes that which restrains refer to the presence of the Spirit in the saints here? 

    JTI would not like to say. I would say that anything that restrains is over against the man of sin. God uses one thing and then another thing throughout the history of the testimony. In present conditions one might name many of them; there are many conditions that God uses to restrain other conditions that are themselves apostate; and the persons who are now figuring in the political world, instead of being of God, because the government of God enters into these risings, they come in raised up by mere natural men. It is for us to pray for them, to regard them as Gods instruments; but when it goes beyond that, where government is going beyond their limits and interfering with God and His people. God resents that and will deal with it. 

    JDIn the word to the assembly at Philadelphia we have, These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open, Revelation 3: 7. Does that enter into what is transpiring in the world today? 

    JTAnything that affects the saints and the testimony the Lord has to do with that; but then there is the Father, in whose hand the government of the world is, and that is more the providence of God. 

    ANThere would be angelic intervention too, as in Daniel. The prince of Persia stood in the way against Daniels prayer being answered, but Michael came in and helped. 

    JTThe government of God is carried on with angelic help. 

  
    Jude  THE LORDS COMING (6) (JT 48)

    2 Peter 1:16 - 21, 2 Peter 3:1 - 18; Jude 14,15; Jude 20-25; 1 John 3:2,3

    JTAt our last reading we considered 1 Peter, in which the government of God is stressed, and the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:7) is brought in, in connection with it. Now we have Peters second epistle before us, and what is of importance, negatively, is that it deals with sin as such, accounting for the ecclesiastical, social, and general working of sin in the modern world. Jude treats of sin, too, but in the character of apostasy; that is another side of the truth strongly linked up with the coming of the Lord. Johns first epistle treats of life, but the verses read direct our view to what we are to be. We are now the children of God - wonderful witness to the Fathers love for us; what we shall be is not yet manifested; when it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is (1 John 3:2). So that John gives us an outlet to eternal things  what we are to be  a matter of the greatest importance in a positive sense. 

    Our first scripture refers to the incident on the Mount of Transfiguration, called here the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, verse 16. It is intended to throw light upon the whole prophetic testimony, so that an immense range of thought is open to us, for the apostle says, we have the prophetic word made surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a lamp shining in an obscure place) until the day dawn and the morning star arise in your hearts; knowing this first, that the scope of no prophecy of scripture is had from its own particular interpretation, for prophecy was not ever uttered by the will of man, but holy men of God spake under the power of the Holy Spirit, 

    verses 19 - 21. So that our scripture opens up an immense scope of truth; the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ  what He was as seen on the holy mountain, and what the heavenly saints are as with Him  and then the whole scope of prophecy is enlightened for us. 

    ARSI suppose the morning star Peter speaks about is the same as the morning star in Revelation 22:16, and is connected with the coming of the Lord. 

    JTYes; the allusion is to Christ known privately before He shines out as the Sun, when all shall see Him; it is how He is apprehended by the saints  the assembly  as coming for us, touching on the idea of the rapture; the star arises in our hearts. 

    CAMIs this Matthews view of the Mount of Transfiguration  the Lords face shining as the sun? You said that scene threw light on the whole range of prophecy. 

    JTYes. That is how Peter presents it here  we have the prophetic word made surer. It is confirmed and established for the saints, through that testimony, the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is made surer; which would mean that it is made surer in our souls. There are two unchangeable things, in which it was impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement, (Hebrews 6:18); the Mount of Transfiguration is like that; it is a confirmatory thing for us. 

    CAMThe fact that it became so wonderfully great in Peters soul  so much greater to him than it was when he first saw it  should be an encouragement to us, should it not? 

    JTIt should be an encouragement as indicating progression in the truth, which should mark us. The whole epistle has in mind that we should progress in the truth, having it made surer. The prophets  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the minor prophets  are all therefore opened up as an immense field of inquiry. The exercised saints of a century ago began with that side of the truth, inquiring into the prophetic map The power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, witnessed on the Mount of Transfiguration, sheds light on it for us. 

    APTPeters quotation in this passage coincides with Matthews gospel. Is there any significance in that? 

    JTWell, of course. Peter speaks here as an eye-witness; but what he says agrees with Matthews account. Matthew enlarges on Peter in the section of his gospel with which Peter links on here, i.e. chapters 16 and 17. This is the only reference we get in Peters ministry to this wonderful event. It would enter into the assemblys position, Matthew also having that in mind. 

    FHLThe glory speaking to Him would be in testimony. The words are addressed to the Lord Himself, but in testimony to others. 

    JTWhile the word this implies testimony to others, the voice is uttered to Christ. He received from God the Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory, verse 17. It is the glory, as it were, speaking  a remarkable way of putting the truth; like in him all the fulness (of the Godhead) was pleased to dwell, (Colossians 1:19); that is the Deity, but in the term fulness, which has an active sense. And so, the greatness in the heavens, (Hebrews 8:1), is to convey to our souls the greatness of the Deity in so far as it is comprehensible by us in the expressions used. 

    ANWWould you say a word more on the use of the word coming in regard to the Mount? The conversation with Moses and Elias was in regard to His departure, but the Lord spoke of His coming: the Son of man coming in his kingdom, (Matthew 16:28). 

    JTI suppose attention is called to the movement in it. It says: There are some of those standing here that shall not taste of death at all until they shall have seen the Son of man coming in his kingdom (Matthew 16:28). The movement involved is majestic in Matthew; it is the majesty of the King. But the two men in white at the Mount of Olives in Acts 1:11 say, This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven. The manner of His going is noted. This enters into our position now; the manner or way of His coming in and going out among us. We have in Proverbs 30:29 certain creatures that are comely in going,. The Lord is supreme in that. Think of how He came in and went out amongst the disciples! But this wonderful scene on the Mount is a testimony to His coming royal glory as in Matthew; it is the Son of man coming in His kingdom. So that His face is like the sun; it is majestic in rule. 

    JTJrIs there a link with the thought of the coming of the Lord as dealing with the man of sin, whom He shall annul by the appearing of his coming, (2 Thessalonians 2:8)? Is that suggestion also found in the scene depicted on the Mount of Transfiguration? 

    JTYes. What is stressed in 2 Thessalonians is the appearing  some peculiar effect in the appearing of His coming. There is something very much against evil in it. So that it is those who love His appearing that are especially honoured. But the coming is also in the passage. 

    JTJrThe word annul is striking. The glory that is connected with the man of sin is completely blotted out, you might say, by the glory of Christ. 

    JSIs the shining as the sun, referred to in Matthew, connected with the outshining of glory? 

    JTI think it is in the sense of majesty and rule. Matthew gives a very full account of the transfiguration. He stresses the majesty of Christ. 

    JSThe outshining of His glory in His face. 

    JTExactly; the sun represents rule. 

    WRGlory in that sense is stressed in Matthews gospel. In Matthew 24:27,30 it says, for as the lightning goes forth from the east and shines to the west, so shall be the coming of the Son of man, and then again: they shall see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

    JTAnd in chapter 25, He sits down upon his throne of glory to rule the nations, Matthew 25:31; Matthews viewpoint is majesty in view of government. It is a very great thing to have before us, because we are now made aware of an immensity of human and material power in the world; but we must contemplate what Christ will have as He appears in rule. 

    JSAnd does Matthew present Him as the Son of man in connection with universal rule? 

    JTThat is right; Matthew usually enlarges the truth beyond Judaism, he is not honouring Judaism. The title Son of man is universal. 

    WB-wWould these cleverly imagined fables of verse 16 be in opposition to this truth? 

    JTExactly; it is what Judaism was at that time; what it had become. It is carried over and greatly amplified in Christendom, including cleverly imagined fables. The Lord constantly repelled Judaism, because of what it had become through human tradition, and now Peter is carrying that forward, because it was about to take shape in the Christian profession. It has occurred to me lately that the mystery of iniquity is really Judaism developing in Christianity; Satan transferring the judaising spirit and principle into Christianity. The epistle to the Galatians deals with this; it has taken on enormous proportions, inclusive of old pagan customs. It entered in a comparatively small way, but now it has expanded into royalty  certain leading ones reigning as kings. This was appearing in Corinth. It is a question of how the mystery of iniquity began; it is the work of Satan from the earliest days  paganism introduced amongst Christians; but Judaism furnished the occasion of it. 

    WB-wThe light of the Lords coming, through prophetic ministry, exposes that sort of thing. 

    ANWJohn, in his epistle, deals with the Christ and the antichrist, as well as the Father and the Son. 

    JTWe have reference to the Father and the Son here, and the immensity of the glory; but glory in relation to affection. It is the excellent glory speaking to Christ as Son on the mount, but of course it is the Father; so that it is an immensity of glory and power, the Fathers love entering into the speaking; it is His love for the Son. So that we are brought into Christianity, you might say in its fullest sense, in this wonderful opening up of the truth of the Mount of Transfiguration. 

    THPaul sent Timothy to Corinth in view of his own coming; he says, I will come quickly to you, (1 Corinthians 4:19). Does that correspond with what is before us as to the Lords coming? 

    JTIt was that the apostle, in his ways as they were in Christ, should be represented amongst the Corinthians in such a man as Timothy. Correspondingly, the Lord would now have His spirit developed in us in view of His coming. 

    CAMHas God allowed the mystery of iniquity to increase to such proportions, instead of dealing with it, that His greatness in His final dealing with it may be magnified? 

    JTI think that is a side of the truth that we have, perhaps, hardly touched yet; why God allows sin to develop in this way; why He did not crush it at the beginning. It already works, the apostle says, with no suggestion of it having been overcome in the meantime. God would allow sin to develop in relation to Christianity. 

    It was allowed to develop in the human race before the flood; then after the flood; then in Israel, and now in Christendom. 

    CAMI suppose God uses the enormity of sin, coming into our consciences, to impress us with how mighty He is in being able to deal with it. 

    JTThat is right; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful, (Romans 7:13). Why should God allow sin to become exceeding sinful? He permits us to see it in its exceeding sinfulness, and judge it accordingly. I think it takes most of us a life-time to judge it, and the Spirit sustains us in the judgment of it; that is, sin in ourselves. But as to the external working of sin, the man of sin is to be the fulness of it. We might ask. Why is God allowing all this? It is His way; He will bring sin out according to what it really is; and the man of sin, when he appears, will be the living exponent of it, so that God might deal with it at once and forever in that man. 

    JSIs it in order to make His power and wisdom known, as we see in Pharaoh being raised up in Egypt? 

    JTJust so; for this very cause have I raised thee up, to shew thee my power; and that my name may be declared in all the earth, (Exodus 9:16). This has in view Gods power in dealing with sin; what He has done in the cross of Jesus; what He is doing in our souls now, and what He will do in its full and universal development in the man of sin presently. We are on the very fringe of this development and we should judge present events accordingly; and this wonderful display on the Mount of Transfiguration is to illuminate our souls as to the whole prophetic ministry of the Old and New Testament that we may see how the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ enters into it; consideration of it confirms us. 

    WB-wIt is called the holy mountain here; I suppose that would be in contrast to sin, would it not? 

    The more we understand divine holiness, the more we abhor sin and judge it. 

    JTQuite so. 

    APTWould it seem that Peter is particularly qualified to touch this line, inasmuch as he had said to the Lord, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord, (Luke 5:8)? 

    JTYes; we should note how God allowed sin to show itself in him later. He was certainly qualified to take up this matter, and as we proceed to chapter 3, we shall see how the question of sin is dealt with by him in this epistle. 

    ARIn chapter 2, angels are bound in chains, for judgment in the day to come, whereas it would appear that Satan is allowed to go to and fro through the earth. God gives him, in measure, a free hand, does He not? 

    JTThat is, I think, to bring out this matter of which we are speaking; the full development of sin; and to show that what is in the saints is according to what is in Christ. The Lord had said, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing, (John 14:30). There is nothing in Christ to respond to him at all. Johns ministry would teach us to take account of ourselves abstractly, and so Satan has nothing in us, from that abstract point of view, for every one begotten of God does not sin, (1 John 5:18). It is an immense leverage in the soul, to reach that point; the believer is thus immune, in measure, as Christ was; but then we are in a mixed condition, and that is where sin comes in amongst us, and is allowed scope in us. Romans takes up that side of the truth, basing the teaching in this respect on what we are de facto here. Chapter 7 contemplates sin in the believer, but God gives us power to resist it, to overcome it in ourselves; and I believe God orders conditions so that this might be worked out in us. John teaches us that what is in Christ is in us, and it stands against the wiles of the devil, but Romans teaches us how evil, owned to be in us, is overcome: So then I myself with the mind serve Gods law, Romans 7:25. That is the basis of it, and the Spirit in us maintains us in this resolution; hence the victory! 

    ARSo that it says in Romans 16:20, the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly,. 

    JTThe word shortly, as used in that verse, would show that our deliverance is a progressive thing. The Lord was led into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil, to bring out what He was, and what was in Satan too. He became an exposed and defeated foe. 

    ABPWould 1 Corinthians 5 suggest that heaven makes use of Satan in dealing with gross evil? 

    JTHe is used as an instrument. The wicked person, being such, is delivered to Satan for the destruction of the flesh; Satan is compelled to do that. 

    ABPIt is said that God tempts no one, James 1:13. If we allow sin to remain unjudged in us, does God permit Satan to get at us, so that we might eventually humble ourselves? 

    JTYes; as we see in Jobs case. The book of Job enlightens us in a special way as to that. 

    JSIs liberty allowed to Satan for the destruction of the flesh? 

    JTQuite so; Satan charged God with having hedged Job around and he could not get at him, but God allows him to touch him, and this brings out that Satan had misjudged Job. 

    ANWSo that Satan would ever have access to us, as the flesh is unjudged; God would allow him to have access to us in that measure? 

    JTQuite so. And then, moreover, if God allows this, it brings out what we are, so that the apostle Paul says: there was given to me a thorn for the flesh, a messenger of Satan that he might buffet me, (2 Corinthians 12:7). It was not because of what was acting in Paul at the moment, but what might be; buffet me, that I might not be exalted (2 Corinthians 12:7). So that Satan is used as an instrument to save Paul from damage. 

    JSThat would keep him balanced. 

    JTQuite so. He says, For this I thrice besought the Lord that it might depart from me, but the Lord said, My grace suffices thee, (2 Corinthians 12:8,9). The balance was necessary; the Lord did not remove it. And the apostle said, Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me(2 Corinthians 12:9). 

    ANWThe Lord said, Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you as wheat; but I have besought for thee, (Luke 22:31,32). Where would you see Satans hand coming to light in Peters fall? 

    JTI think it was in warming himself with the officers; in not holding himself aloof. He joined himself, outwardly at least, with the persecutors of Christ; he was sharing what they had, and it was there he was attacked by the devil. 

    JSWould the fact that he was warming himself indicate he was at some moral distance  in the cold? 

    JTThat is right; had he been entirely with the Lord in heart, he would not have been in that position. The Lord said, I have besought for thee (Luke 22:32). Satan had demanded not only Peter, but the twelve, I apprehend; but the word to Peter, I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not (Luke 22:32), would show that the Lord meant he was to be tested that way. 

    AATI suppose Judas fell into the hands of Satan, having no faith. 

    JTHe was the son of perdition (John 17:12); it was a matter of the fulfilment of scripture. The question often arises as to why he was selected. Evidently it was that sin, working in a man in those circumstances, might come to light. It is one of the remarkable instances of how God orders in this respect; He would show the sin of Judas in its enormity. Here is a man accompanying the Lord as the other apostles did, and actually using the same power; having thus the greatest advantages during those years of service, and here is the result; it is the incorrigibleness of the flesh, brought to light under such circumstances. We are greatly privileged now, in having part in the assembly, but Satan may get at us notwithstanding. The nearer we are to Christ, the more he wishes to get at us and damage us. 

    JSIt is encouraging that the work of God in us is immune; he could not overthrow that. 

    JTIt is on that line that Johns epistles help us. Such privileges as Peter and Judas and the other disciples had might be regarded as preventing satanic attacks, but the facts show that he got at them, and one is shown to be the son of perdition. He is the only one that is called that, except the man of sin. The man of sin represents the same thing, only developing largely out of Christendom. Christianity, of course, implied nearness to Christ  part with me  nevertheless the man of sin is, in a sense, the outcome of Christianity in its public history, so that he also is called the son of perdition (2 Thessalonians 2:3). 

    ARYou mean what is seen in Judas is transferred to the antichrist? 

    JTExactly. The mystery of iniquity is transferred and worked out in what is part of the public profession, but the profession involved, in the beginning, the greatest and most blessed privileges. 

    JSWould the man of sin be the full-blown product of the working of iniquity? 

    JTI think so. The history of Christianity publicly is the background of it; the mystery of iniquity has taken form in the public assembly. 

    ANWSatan could only be the evil being he is by having been near God. 

    JTHe was the anointed covering cherub(Ezekiel 28:14); he had thus a place near to God. He was on the holy mountain of God, (Ezekiel 28:14). Jude speaks of persons coming in unawares; that is, they are Satans emissaries, who enter the Christian sphere with a view to attack. John sees them going out; he says, They went out from among us, but they were not of us, 1 John 2:19. They had come in to corrupt the Christian body, which they did, and the man of sin is the outcome of that. He sits down in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God, (2 Thessalonians 2:4). It is largely because he has known Christianity; that is, it is known in the system out of which his principles develop. 

    CAMReferring again to Peter and to his qualifications to speak: the matter of his sin and the way Satan especially singled him out, and the answer to the Lords prayer, all show why Peter was so qualified to pronounce on the case of Judas in Acts 1, and also the antichristian elements here. He really was a most triumphant man with regard to it all. 

    JTQuite so. You mean he had judged sin in these forms. The facts given as to Peters sin and recovery show that he became, through the experience, more qualified for his great mission. 

    WRThe apostle Paul had also to contend with these very principles. Are not Hymenaeus and Philetus examples? They were bringing in evil doctrine. 

    WB-wIn the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, Sanballat and Tobijah made an alliance with Eliashib the high priest, to corrupt what there was of God inside. Would that correspond with the mystery of iniquity? 

    JTJust so; it indicates how Satan works in this respect. 

    ANWJohn says that when Judas went out, it was night, John 13:30. That is the night, as was never before  the night of apostasy. 

    TVHDoes the parable of the talents apply to Peter and Judas, or is Judas not considered a bondman? 

    JTJudas is not one of those left; the bondmen in the parable are persons left in the absence of Christ, and you cannot include Judas there. The state described in the bondman who received the one talent is very low, because he confessed that he did not know the Lord, but thought Him to be a hard man, showing he did not know Him. 

    Now, having touched on this matter of sin in chapter 2, we see materialism in chapter 3 of this epistle. We should note, however, that in Peter it is the angels who had sinned; not those who left their original estate, which is apostasy, as in Jude. It is sin that is in mind here, and Peter enlarges upon the working of sin; it covers what is around us  the seething iniquity in high places; it is in every phase of the profession; it is seething iniquity. That is contemplated in chapter 2. In chapter 3 the apostle contemplates materialism; that is, the mockers, walking according to their own lusts, and saying. Where is the promise of his coming? For from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from the beginning of the creation. For this is hidden from them through their own wilfulness, that heavens were of old, and an earth, having its subsistence out of water and in water, by the word of God, through which waters the then world, deluged with water, perished. But the present heavens and the earth by his word are laid up in store, kept for fire unto a day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men, verses 4 - 7. It should be borne in mind in contemplating this chapter that these mockers are walking after their own lusts, and they want to carry on their lustful conduct; also that, in principle, materialism is involved in modernism. Modernism is distinctively materialistic, but the instigators and propagators of it are walking after their own lusts. Lust is covered up by this material teaching; they are saying there is no change. They are covering up evil, and therefore the apostle begins by saying he would stir up, in the way of putting you in remembrance, your pure mind, verse 1. The moral basis for understanding this epistle is having a pure mind. 

    JTJrThe thought of walking after lusts appears in both chapters 2 and 3. It would seem that in chapter 2 it is the despising of lordship  the authority of Christ denied  and the same lust and walk denies His coming in chapter 3. 

    JTAnd they bring in materialism to prove their point. Their wills are brought into the thing. Lusts are at the bottom of the great general movement involving materialism, extending many years back. Men will carry on with this materialism and modernism to cover up the moral element beneath. 

    JTJrWhatever differences there may be in modern religion in the world, this lust is the same. It is the same also if it works amongst the saints. 

    WB-wIn the second chapter we get the old world, out of which Noah was saved; then Sodom, out of which Lot was delivered, but when we come to the principle seen in Balaam, there does not seem to be anyone saved. 

    JTHe represents the religious system we are speaking about; in it there is the doctrine of Balaam, (Revelation 2:14). 

    WB-wYou see persons saved out of Sodom, but this other condition seems to have no hope. 

    JTI gave her time that she should repent, and she will not repent, (Revelation 2:21). 

    WB-wThat would be the system of iniquity in Thyatira. 

    JTYes. Great Babylon has fallen, has fallen, and has become the habitation of demons, and a hold of every unclean spirit, and a hold of every unclean and hated bird, (Revelation 18:2). That is judicial. 

    JTJrThe evil is spoken of as slavery of corruption, 

    in chapter 2. It seems to be brought under domination, so that there is no way out. 

    WB-wWho is represented in the mockers in chapter 3? 

    JTI think they are such as would legalise the world, corrupt as it is now, and say. We must go on with things as they are. One is struck with that word, knowing this first, that there shall come at the close of the days mockers with mocking, walking according to their own lusts, and saying ... It is their walk first; then their saying. So that their teaching would cover up their lusts. 

    JSThey have before them their own gratification. 

    JTQuite so. I am struck with that thought: they are walking after their own lusts, and saying something. But what they say is to be weighed in relation to their walk. So that if a man is saying anything, in this doctrinal sense, you have to get at his conduct and his general history. These will determine whether you can listen to what he is saying. 

    WB-wThey are denying the coming of the Lord and the truth generally. 

    JTThey are not openly saying there is no such thing as the coming of the Lord, but they are discrediting the truth, like the sons of the prophets who said to Elisha that they had fifty strong men and would go and see if they could find Elijah, 2 Kings 2:16. It is the same general idea; they had in mind to find him physically. Here, they are talking about materialism. What is called evolution is materialism; it is not something out of nothing; it is something out of something. So that it is not creation at all. All the sciences enter into this matter; not only are the heavens referred to, but the earth as well, and the first thing the apostle brings in is the judgment of the world that then was, and he stresses the word of God. That is the thing for us to lay hold of. It is by the word of God in both cases-the world that perished and the present one, verses 5 - 7. 

    JSAnd judicial blindness is brought in here, because of their own wilfulness; this is hidden from them through their own wilfulness. 

    JTWill is working; they will resist whatever you say to them, and they will go to all pains to set aside the truth, to carry out their own will. It is bad enough to walk in lust, but to cover it up with will is more serious. And it is most specious, for it is worked out in the way of teaching. 

    RSAnd so 2 Timothy 3:7 speaks of the last times  those who are always learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

    JTThat is another class, similar to this, but pretending to learn. Modernists are not learning from the Bible; they are bringing in their own thoughts; their wills are in it, and they are covering up everything with materialistic doctrines; things that appeal to the natural mind. But in verse 8, the apostle says, But let not this one thing be hidden from you, beloved. We are to see things. If our wills are at work we will not. Love marks true Christian teaching; Peter calls the saints beloved. The apostle loved the brethren. 

    ABPHas Peter earlier fortified the minds of the saints against these voices, by his reference to the voice from heaven in the previous chapter? 

    JTQuite so. Hence the temerity of these modernists in doing all they can to discredit the books of the Bible, beginning with Genesis; whereas the Lord, the One upon whom the heavens were opened, went back to Genesis; Having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself, (Luke 24:27). That is the one that is under the eye of God for His pleasure. These men are discrediting all that. 

    FHLWhat is included in the commandment of our Lord and Saviour? 

    JTIt is the idea of authority in the teaching, 

    stressing divine authority as over against the doctrine of these men. They are basing everything on materialism. That is, they say that things have not changed since the times of the fathers. It is a Jewish reference, of course, whereas the Lord Jesus with His apostles brought in a new order of things altogether, and it is a faith matter. The dispensation of God is in faith, 1 Timothy 1:4. It is also a spiritual matter; but the idea of authority is stressed in it; our salvation depends upon submitting to divine authority. The evil men contemplated in this epistle despise lordship; they do not fear speaking injuriously of dignities, 2 Peter 2:10. But true believers obey: He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me, (John 14:21), and, If any one love me, he will keep my word, (John 14:23). The reference to love for Christ in those Peter addresses is very beautiful. Whom, having not seen, ye love, 1 Peter 1:8. The secret of loving His appearing is that I love Him. 

    ARIs that why he speaks in the end of this chapter about the day of the Lord? He does not seem to stir u their pure minds in regard to the rapture, but rather to look for the day of the Lord. Why is that? 

    JTIt is over against the doctrines of the mockers. The apostle is stressing the judgment of the first world, and also that the world that now is  the present heavens and earth  is reserved for fire, unto a day of judgment of ungodly men. He keeps that in mind. What they are dealing with, and founding everything on, is to be destroyed with themselves. Over against all that, the day of the Lord will come as a thief. Connected with it is the day of God, verse 12. It is the Creator. They talk about the creation, but the Creator is coming in, and hence the day of God; it is the Creators day, and it leads us into eternity. He is not going on for ever with the present order of things, of which the scoffers were making so much. It is to be destroyed! There will be a new heaven and a new earth. Where will the scoffers be then? On what will they found their doctrines then? 

    CAMIf we come to a judgment in our souls as to what the first world, destroyed by water, was, perhaps suggested in John the baptists ministry  we would not have to be destroyed by fire. I suppose this generation you are speaking of is the same, in principle, as that generation of vipers, which John denounced? 

    JTQuite so. So that Peter speaks of being saved by water. Paul says there are certain who will be saved so as by fire. That is, they will be saved as through fire, but their works will be burnt up. Here it is the judgment of ungodly men who are to be destroyed with the present heavens and earth. 

    JSJudgment by fire is cleansing. 

    JTYes. There is nothing so drastic as cleansing through fire. We ought to keep in mind these two material worlds, both maintained or destroyed on the principle of the word of God, that is the idea of our position. We are linked up through faith with the world that God has before Him; a new heavens and a new earth wherein dwells righteousness. Faith lay hold of it. 

    ABPDoes the principle apply in the history of a soul, that what he is according to nature can be cleansed in relation to the waters of baptism; but evil which he allows as a Christian must be disposed of by fire? 

    JTIt is a very solemn thing that while the believer contemplated in 1 Corinthians 3:15 shall be saved so as through the fire, his works shall all be burned up. They are no better than those of the ungodly. They are all consigned to the fire, but he is saved in that way. 

    ANWWhy is the material system involved in the overthrow with the moral system? 

    JTIt is a question of divine purpose  here expressed in promise  a new heavens and a new earth. But the destruction of the present heavens and earth is linked with that of ungodly men; as if their conduct affected the material universe. The force of this would be in reference to the place material things had with them. 

    WB-wThey say, from the beginning of the creation; is that the idea? The reference to the old world before the flood is material, and the present evil world is material too. 

    JTThe first had its subsistence out of water and in water ... through which waters the then world, deluged with water, perished, 2 Peter 3:5,6. That is material, but it had its subsistence by the word of God. And the present heavens and earth by his word are laid up in store for judgment. God is showing that the mockers base their teaching upon what is going to be burnt up. God will bring in a new heaven and a new earth! That is the thought; we understand it because we are already partakers of the new creation. 

    WB-wAnd Peter brings in our beloved brother Paul, verse 15, to strengthen the truth of which he is speaking. 

    JTThat shows how the apostles worked together. How glad you are to bring in another brothers ministry to confirm what you are saying! 

    JSSo that the fire will be the test; the works of man, however long they may last, shall ultimately be burnt up and disappear. 

    JTYes. The earth and the works that are therein shall be burnt up. What a day of materialism it is! We read of a certain king in the future  evidently a subordinate person in the east  who will worship the god of fortresses, and not the god of his fathers, Daniel 11:38. It is materialism. Today, in the world, it is largely a question of armaments, and with those who regard them most, God is left out. 

    CWMIs there a suggestion in verse 12, that not only are we waiting for this, but we can hasten it? 

    JTVery suggestive! The passage says, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, verses 11,12; as if increase in these matters would hasten that day; so that if I am asking the Lord to come, I should be characterised by these things. 

    FHLDue to the idolatrous worship of the heavenly bodies, they will also be destroyed, as unclean. 

    JTQuite so. 

    GHOne is impressed by the beautiful language that Peter uses in his epistles; for instance, excellent glory and his majesty and our beloved brother Paul. 

    JTIt conveys affection and admiration for what is of God. 

    It has already been remarked that Peter speaks about the angels sinning, but Jude says, And angels who had not kept their own original state, but had abandoned their own dwelling, he keeps in eternal chains under gloomy darkness, to the judgment of the great day, Jude 6. That is apostasy; they did not keep their original state. Jude speaks about the decline of Christianity and conditions of apostasy that surround us today. It is a most solemn consideration. The whole epistle, we may say, deals with that, and therefore he brings in what Enoch said. He prophesied, we are told, as to these, saying. Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him, verses 14,15. That is what Jude is dealing with, and he sees the Lord coming amidst the holy myriads. 

    ARJude goes beyond Peter, does he not? Peter stops with Balaam, whereas Jude goes on to the sin of Core, which is against the priesthood; it is open apostasy. 

    JTQuite so. Typically, Cores rebellion was against Christ as Apostle and High Priest. 

    APTJude is fully in line with Peter as to apostolic authority: in verse 17 he says, But ye, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, Jude 17 and then he corresponds with Peter also in his reference to the mockers: that they said to you, that at the end of the time there should be mockers, walking after their own lusts of ungodlinesses, Jude 18. The concurrence of their spiritual communications is remarkable. 

    JTQuite so. The unity of thought in the writings of Peter and Jude, Peters reference to Pauls writings, and the reference to the leaders of the saints in Hebrews 13  undoubtedly by Paul  show how the Lords prayer in John 17:22,23, was fulfilled. 

    ARSWould the fall of the angels be the origin of apostasy? It says that certain angels fell from their first estate. 

    JTYes. Jude says that they kept not their original estate. It is not simply that they sinned, but they left the position that God assigned to them. 

    ARSThat is, what we see around us commenced with certain angels; and sin commenced with Satan. 

    JTYes. From the beginning the devil sins, (1 John 3:8); sin in all its features began in him. 

    ARIt makes the position of Christendom very humbling, that what had such an origin is developing in it. 

    JTThese epistles enable us to see what is in mind in the development of sin; the actual beast has not yet come, but we are being made acquainted with him in these two epistles, so that we may learn, by what is current among the nations, to count the number of hi name. These epistles help us to do that. Peter deals with sin in its varied forms; Jude, too, of course, but he deals with it as in apostates, men who have actually left the estate which God assigned to them, as professed believers in Christ. The whole position is not yet openly apostate; it is only as under the man of sin that it becomes that fully; but it is being developed, and that is the point for us. 

    ABPDoes verse 11 give three stages in the development of apostasy? 

    JTYes. Notice the word woe, a word found only once in the other epistles, although many times in Revelation. It says, Woe to them! because they have gone in the way of Cain; that is natural apostasy; and given themselves up to the error of Balaam Jude 11; that is religious apostasy; and perished in the gainsaying of Core, which is apostasy from government; from authority in Christ the Apostle and High Priest. 

    ANWDo you mean religious government? 

    JTIt would be mainly; it is abandoning authority; and of course that is religious authority in the case of Core, but then it has spread out into various forms, especially Bolshevism, that awful thing in Russia. That is the abandonment of divinely appointed authority. 

    JHEDo we see the beginning of that in all who were in Asia having turned away from Paul, as in 2 Timothy 1:15? 

    JTYes; they had forsaken Paul, in whom Christs authority was vested. The Corinthian epistles stress that authority. 

    JSThese are spots in your love-feasts, (Jude 12). Does that not come home to us? 

    JTUngodly persons are seen as going out, as recorded by John; they have crept in, according to Jude. The system of which we have been speaking arrogates everything to itself, so that these persons are they who set themselves apart, natural men, not having the Spirit, Jude 19. That is monasticism. What a showy thing it is! It is pretended purity without having the Holy Spirit. Then, over against that, is the beautiful word, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life, verses 20, 21. That is pure Christianity as introduced by Christ through His apostles. 

    ARSThe apostasy of which we have been speaking will be destroyed by the brightness of the Lords coming. 

    JTBy the appearing of his coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 

    ARSAll the darkness will then be dispelled. 

    ARWhy does he say, keep yourselves in the love of God, and then, to him that is able to keep you without stumbling? 

    JTHe is handing us over to God, as it were, as Paul handed the Ephesian elders over to God, saying, I commit you to God, (Acts 20:32). That is a magnificent statement. Here it is, to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages. Amen, verses 24, 25. That is a wonderful ascription of praise to God. 

    JSIt is a bright finish to this epistle. 

    JTQuite so; you can understand how a man like Jude would feel this. He was going to write about the gospel  our common salvation  but instead he writes this epistle, because of the urgency of the thing. How sensitive he was that they needed God! And so do we need God to keep us without stumbling. 

    ESYou get here, those Walking after their own lusts Jude 18  but Enoch walked, too. 

    JTYes. He walked with God and he prophesied about these wicked men who walked after their own lusts. The Lord will come amongst His holy myriads to deal with them. 

    JTJrI suppose that Gods pleasure in Enoch coupled with the thought of beloved would open up the range of Ephesian truth. 

    WB-wWill you say something about the verse read in 1 John 3, And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure, verse 3? 

    JTI thought we might finish with that. There is not time to say much about it; but it is such an outlet. It is characteristically Johns ministry. He is dealing with the subject of life  Christ being it  and he calls attention to the love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not, 1 John 3:1. And then he uses the same word that Peter and Jude use, Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure. It is the thought of what we are to be, as he says, what we shall be has not yet been manifested. It seems to have in mind the full position of Christ in heaven; not simply what He was during the forty days after He rose, but what He is now; for we are to be conformed to His body of glory; not simply His body in resurrection, but in glory. 

    JSHence the need of having this hope is very important. 

    JTQuite so; and to purify ourselves as He is pure. 

    I was thinking of the word, if it is manifested. He is thinking of what we are to be; it synchronises with Christs manifestation: For we shall see him as he is. 

    WB-wI think you have said that Solomon on the throne typifies Christ as He is; David typifies Him as He was. According to Philippians, we are to have bodies like unto His own body of glory, that is, like Christ as He is. 

    JTThat is what I had in mind. 

  
    Jude  CHRIST IN RELATION TO HIS OPERATIONS (JT 53)

    Mark 14: 17; Jude 14, 15; 2 Thessalonians 1: 7 - 9

    I wish to speak of Christ in relation to His operations into which He takes others  among the others, ourselves, as we are available. He also operates alone, of course. We read of His treading the wine-press alone. He was alone on the cross; we could have no part in that, His sufferings for sin the greatest of all operations. But He does carry on certain operations into which He takes others, trustworthy ones, and if untrustworthy ones are found in the movement they are eliminated. Judas represents this class, for the Lords associate in service is to be true as He is true; He is the holy, the true. They that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful (Revelation 17: 14). 

    I have selected Mark in regard to this most attractive and touching of all the movements of Christ. Indeed, it culminates in the cross in all its terribleness, His atoning work into which even His followers could not come. But in view of it we are told in Mark, as I read, that He came with the twelve. He came with them, as if they were initially essential to the great matters before Him. He took them as far as morally possible, that is, into Gethsemane. He took them thus far and disposed of them in the garden on military principles; but He came with the twelve in view of all this. He did not come alone. He had sent two earlier to prepare. Great thoughtfulness entered into the matter, as indeed into every divine enterprise. Nothing is taken on lightly or haphazardly, all is on the principle of measure, and so preparation preceded this great matter into which the Lord is said to have come with the twelve. Matthew says that He lay down with the twelve at table, meaning that He lay down at a meal with them. It is suitable to do so; no doubt physically it is the best way to eat, and the way of eating is not to be ignored. But I am not occupying you with mere details, certainly not urging mere human ways in eating; on the contrary I would keep in view that moral instruction enters into such matters, especially what is now before us. Gideons enterprise reminds us of this, that we are to learn to discard the natural as sacrificing in everything so as to be victorious in the general testimony of God. So God says, bring them down to the water, and I will try them for thee there (Judges 7: 4). When you come to the hour of eating or drinking you are tested. Not one out of every thousand in the ordinary eating houses in the cities bows his head in thanksgiving to God when beginning to eat or to drink. The others say in effect, Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die. 

    The Lord is implying, according to Matthew, that in what is before us there is to be deliberation. There is more than eating in the Lords supper, there is testing. On this account many among you are weak and infirm (1 Corinthians 11: 30). For what cause? The way they ate and drank what was professedly the Lords supper. So Matthew, in view of the assembly and all that enters into it, would say, Be deliberate in what you are doing. It is a most important matter and we should be deliberate about it. Weigh the matter, and in weighing the matter be sure to eat and drink according to the divinely given directions. As they were eating, the Lord challenged them as to His betrayal. That is to say, in the Lords supper, and the service of God, and those who have part in it, there must be discrimination. If the Lord is undertaking anything, He will have with Him whatever number or quality is necessary for the work in view; He knows what He needs in His enterprises. He makes a selection, and it is on the principle of twelve. Twelve is a very divisible number, a number that He can use flexibly according to what is in mind. That is what Mark would say. 

    The word is to all of us as to whether we are available to the Lord on that principle. If He is coming with the twelve, He is not coming with twelve people who have difficulties with each other. The Lord would not choose twelve persons for any work who are ignoring each other, who have secret or open difficulties with each other. He would make no such selection. Well, you say, there are such people coming to the Lords supper. But the Lord is not coming with them, He is not selecting them. Think of some of those at Corinth. They would no doubt say, Paul is a remarkable man, I was converted through him; but his bodily presence is weak and his speech is contemptible. What would the Lord think of remarks like that about His servants? Is He coming with such people? No, not at all. He is saying, I must deal with those people; there is no need of the twelve for those people, an executioner is needed for them. Put them away! That is the idea. Think of a man such as the one described in chapter 5 coming to sit down at the Lords supper! Is the Lord coming with him? The wonder is that there is not an angel meeting him on the way to slay him, as the angel met the prophet of old. We are living in a period of grace and advantage is taken, licence is taken. The prophet says that when Gods judgments are in the earth the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. But today grace reigns, and hence people take advantage. Think of the brazenness of a man such as is described in the 5th chapter of 1 Corinthians going to the Lords supper! Is the Lord with him? No, He is against him. The Lord saw to it that they took up an attitude against him, although in result it was for him; but for the moment it was, Remove him from among yourselves. 

    The Lord in coming in regard of His supper makes His own selection, those He can use, and the service is carried on in subjection to Him and to one another. 

    There are Peter, James, John, Bartholomew, Matthew  twelve of them. You say, There was one there who was not right. Quite so, but he was only one out of twelve and such a situation is remediable. That one can be dealt with. I mean to say there is power enough, there are men enough, to deal with that one. Let there be no mistake: if there is any person such as Judas, he will be dealt with. My point is that the Lord comes with the twelve. The Lord as risen appeared to the twelve. The Lord was preparing them to be ready for further enterprises, for they are constant. I thank God for these meetings, that they are so frequent, one of the greatest encouragements at the moment. The Lord comes every time with what is needed. Everyone of us would say, I am not going to be there simply as a spectator but as one of them; but if you come, be sure you have love; do not come without it. Do not be pretending to have it; your ways will soon show what your motives are, they will soon tell why you are here. The Lord is constantly working with us to make us available for these occasions, but above all for the great weekly occasion  the Lords supper and assembly service. 

    Luke says the Lord placed Himself at table when the hour was come, He took His place. Luke says order belongs to this matter, time belongs to it, place, seemliness of way and demeanour; He took His place at the hour and the twelve apostles were with Him. It is a great victory  they with Him, not He with them. It is a question of men when the word apostle is used; it implies skilled workmen, men of moral weight through acquaintance with the Lord Jesus. We are greatly in need of such people. The Lord, at the hour, came and took His place at table and the twelve apostles were with Him. Judas was there, also, but not affording a situation that was irremediable; there is nothing irremediable from Gods point of view. But woe be to him that is there against the divine current! Judas was, because Luke says, the hand of him that delivers me up is with me on the table (Luke 22: 21). Think of the awfulness of eating with the Lord and being ready to betray Him, his hand ready to stretch out for the thirty pieces of silver! Think of what the Lord meant, what He felt! What would happen to that one? It were better for him if he had not been born, that is what the Lord says. There is no trifling in these matters. The Lord wants the twelve on His own terms, as His own pupils, as His own finished product, so that He can proceed with His great enterprises. That is what Luke says. How beautiful to have learned from Christ in the way of moral weight and authority, in having a little power to admonish or rebuke a brother or sister! How valuable such persons are with the Lord at the table! 

    Now, He says in effect, I can go on, I can proceed. Mark is usually urgent, for time is very precious to the Lord, to heaven, and to those who are engaged in the Lords service. They have no time to spare, and Mark could say, Do not waste any. If you are with the Lord as one of the twelve, or rather, if He is with you, He is trusting you, He is counting on you. If you have been trained, if you have gone to school, gone through the curriculum, you know that time is precious  not to be idled away. The Lord proceeds to expose the matter of Judas and to institute His supper. He does not institute it with Himself alone, or with just two or three, but with the twelve; and after they have partaken of it they sing a hymn. I suppose they were all singers. It is heavens way that we should be singers and it is heavens way to have something to sing. I do not know much about singing, but I can join in. It is heavens way that all should join in the signing. So they sang a hymn. Had they not often sung with Him before? Undoubtedly. They had sung with Him  He and they together. Who raised the tune? The Lord must have done it, you say, but I suppose any one of them might have done it. And then they went to the mount of Olives. That is to say, Jerusalem was taken account of in the enterprise. These men were accustomed to Jerusalem, John and the others had been there. Moses and Elias had been talking of Jerusalem on the mount with the Lord when the three were with Him. You can understand what solemnity there was in walking through its streets. What about the matter of cities in these military times? What about the matter of administration in cities, of elders? These men were solemn; they had been with the Lord Jesus at the table, they had been with Him at the institution of His supper, they had partaken of the passover with Him. Look at them moving out with Him, moving out from that city, so favoured once, but now doomed. The Lord had already wept over it, and they move out to the mount of Olives; all this enters into this solemn scene. Think of what the Lord has in His mind in this wonderful institution called His supper, involving the assembly of which He says, my assembly, and hades gates shall not prevail against it. He is passing through Jerusalem and the twelve apostles are passing through it with Him. They are going out to the mount of Olives after having sung a hymn. Think of the seriousness of it; think of the streets of Jerusalem, narrow as they were, all their past and all their terrible immediate future. How the apostles would later recall the Lords tears as they went out! He had all this in mind in coming with the twelve, they were to be with Him in all this. In our own time it is not a question of Jerusalem, but of cities and their influence. Jerusalem was not then capable of good influence, nor is any city today capable of good influence. The Lord, you will remember, when He came down through the coasts of Decapolis found a deaf man who could not speak right, evidently the influence of the city. How necessary from the Lords point of view to have the twelve in view of cities! So we have the Lords supper today. Revelation 11: 8 speaks of the great city, which is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. Let the young take that in. How do you look at cities, young people? What are they to you? Do you hasten through to the mount of Olives? The twelve were going, and the Lord was going  do not you lag behind. Instead of going to the Bible reading in the afternoon, do not go for a walk in the city. You will be damaged in your soul. And if you go to the country you will be no better off. Keep on with the twelve, they are influential for good, they are on the way to the mount of Olives. They are going on to heaven, they belong to heaven. All true believers in Christ are going there; the Holy Spirit is indwelling us, and wonderful disclosures are being made. You do not want to be out of all this. The Lord is bringing the twelve with Him; they are being used by Him to hold us. That is what the epistles to the Corinthians teach. You will understand that I am speaking of the principle entering into the fellowship into which we have been brought. 

    Now to go on to the second scripture, I wanted to point out another enterprise of the Lords. It is seen a long way off. The prophets saw a long way off. One of the greatest difficulties I have is to take a long outlook and a broad outlook. If you do, it will greatly aid you in overcoming, because the end will be greater than all the difficulties. There is a remedy for all difficulties in the long outlook. So Enoch of old, and other spiritually educated people, had a long outlook. Enoch was a prophet; we are not told about it before, but Jude, like Paul, tells us about things for the first time. We have narrated for us just a small percentage of the great happenings of God and His people. The Holy Spirit knows them all, and He takes up somebody like Jude to tell us something new, and we are enriched to that extent. So Enoch says, according to Jude 14, Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads. This is another matter; it is not a question of twelve here, it is holy myriads. You cannot count them. The Lord comes with them. It is another enterprise, and it enables me now to say a word as to the difference between the present time and the future in regard to the present war. There is not a word now more prominent in the whole vocabulary than the word war, a terrible thought, and we have to take it upon our lips. Enoch was speaking about a holy war  he speaks about the Lord coming in the midst of holy myriads. It is another kind of war than that which conscientious objectors, as we are called, have in their minds. They are ready for the holy war of Ephesians 6: 12; our struggle is not against blood and flesh, that is what the great leader, Paul, says to us in the great military epistle, the epistle to the Ephesians. It is against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual power of wickedness in the heavenlies. Our weapon of warfare is the sword of the Spirit, the word of God. That opens up to us the position we are in and how we have to take up a right attitude in regard of it so as to be a right testimony to those in charge of the present war of blood and flesh. What a war it is! It is not only that, but tanks, airplanes, submarines, cruisers, and destroyers, a terrible situation. We christians have to understand it. What does it mean? God is impressing us in these last days with blood-and-flesh wars. Paul tells us expressly they are not ours. Understand I am not saying anything against them  the war of blood and flesh is a department of God and these weapons are necessary. But our warfare, what is it? Let me put my name into it; I have to learn what it is. If I do not learn it I shall be confused in the presence of the authorities; they will think I am foolish and unreasonable; I shall be no testimony. But I shall not act thus if I am instructed in the way of the Lord. He says to Pilate, if my kingdom were of this world, my servants had fought (John 18: 36). Enoch says they are going to fight  the armies of heaven are coming out to fight in a very substantial way, but not now. The Lord is instructing Pilate about it. Pilate says, What is truth? The Lord says in effect, You listen to Me and I will tell you what the truth is. The Lord was not going to lay Himself out to teach a man like Pilate, one who could not take in divine thoughts, but still He says, if my kingdom were of this world, my servants had fought. That meant the twelve; they were His servants. Peter was ready to fight at once; Peter would say, I know about the sword, I have used one. The Lord says, Put it into the sheath. They did not understand Him then. Let us be instructed in this matter of war. My servants, the Lord says. Who are they? I want to be one of them. If I am to be one of them, I must learn from what He says to Pilate and others. All who take the sword shall perish by the sword, He says (Matthew 26: 52); and finally to Pilate, if my kingdom were of this world, then my servants had fought. He is not saying there is not going to be any more warfare of this kind; He is saying otherwise. The prophets are full of it. At this point the Lord is going out alone, the people are not with Him, but in Revelation 19: 11 - 14 they are with Him. There the Lord comes out Himself riding a white horse. It is a war-like passage: And I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and one sitting on it, called Faithful and True, and he judges and makes war in righteousness. And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon his head many diadems, having a name written which no one knows but himself; and he is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and his name is called The Word of God. And the armies which are in the heaven followed him upon white horses, clad in white, pure, fine linen. This is real war. I hope to have part in it. Notice there are armies; there will be different armies, having perhaps varied forms of skill. I cannot tell how many divisions of soldiers there are in each, or what the actual equipment will be, but we can be sure it is a splendid system, a heavenly one. And here are the beast and the false prophet. Let us have our eyes and feelings active; God is bringing these two before our eyes that we may be in accord with heaven. These two are to be cast into the lake of fire without dying, and it is perfectly righteous. All these things shall be dealt with in righteousness. Not a stain will be upon the glorious apparel of our great Commander-in-Chief, King of kings, and Lord of lords. It is said: Upon his head many diadems, having a name written which no one knows but himself; and he is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and his name is called The Word of God (Revelation 19: 12, 13). The inscrutability of His Person is there. What triumph is written across the whole wonderful scene! How stimulating the Lords language to Pilate in the light of this wonderful display of military power in which we shall have part! It is a question of righteousness. So we are told And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against him that sat upon the horse, and against his army. And the beast was taken, and the false prophet that was with him, who wrought the signs before him by which he deceived them that received the mark of the beast, and those that worship his image. Alive were both cast into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone (Revelation 19: 19, 20). What a finish that is for these awful antichristian outbreaks extending back so many years! The present peculiar latter-day eruption of Satanic power is allowed of God, it is not an accident. And this passage shows what will happen to it. The movement goes far beyond Gods disciplinary and judicial purpose and its authors will have to answer to Him. As the Spirit and the assembly leave the earth the man of sin will appear and his final doom and that of the false prophet is fixed. According to the scripture before us these two representatives of satanic power are alive cast into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. Jude 14, 15 says, the Lord comes with holy myriads, and he points out that He comes to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. That is to say, the whole matter is to be brought up, as to why this is so and why that. There is to be the conviction of guilt in all these uprisings of evil men of which Jude speaks; the Lord is going to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. It is an awful time of ungodliness. I want you to notice the recurrence of the word ungodly; we are living in a day of great ungodliness when people are lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. The world without God is atheism; the word atheism simply means without God  leaving God out. So we have ungodliness and speaking against Him, as it says, to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. Think of the man of sin, what a mouth he has, speaking great things and they are against God. And now he is to be convicted of these things he has said against God before he is consigned to eternal doom. God is telling them why they are cast into the lake of fire. What conviction that is! Before the lake of fire receives all its doomed inmates, each one will be thoroughly convicted. He will be confirmed that he is getting just what he deserves. 

    Now a word as to 2 Thessalonians. The Lord will bring with Him His holy myriads in view of conviction; Jude has this in mind. The ungodly will be convicted of their hard speeches. Now the passage read in 2 Thessalonians is another matter. Here the Lord comes with the angels of his power. It is a question of power now. It is a question of those that do not obey the gospel. So that the Lord will come with the angels of his power, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall pay the penalty of everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his might. The gospel has been disobeyed. The judgment involved would refer more to those who in the present dispensation refused the gospel. I am not saying that others cannot come into it, but it is a question of those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall pay the penalty of everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his might. People ignore Him, and neglect Him, and displease Him. The Lord says, I am coming with powerful beings to deal with you. Think of the difference between coming with the twelve and coming with the angels of His power! I do not know how much strength an angel has but I do know that in military affairs one angel destroyed 185,000 men at one time. What could you not do with one angel in a war like that of today! Think of what ten could do, think of what one thousand could do. God could send them, but He is not doing it. But the Lord Jesus is coming with them presently, to execute unmitigated punishment on those who know not God and do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ. At that time he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed. 

    All this array of power is brought before the suffering Thessalonians and the apostle comforts them, saying, for our testimony to you has been believed. You are to be at rest with us  precious thought  in that day, verse 7. As others suffer the terrible consequences of refusing the glad tidings of Christ, those who believe now shall be at rest with Him for ever. 

  
    Jude  THE LOCAL ASSEMBLY (JT 74)

    John 13:34,35; Jude 20 - 23; 1 John 2:20 - 27

    JTThe brethren will note the word yourselves in these verses. What is in mind is that our minds should turn to ourselves, that is, to the local conditions which mark us. There is first the obligation that there should be love amongst ourselves, then ability to keep ourselves; then in Johns epistle, as to the unction which we have and which teaches us among ourselves, in verse 27 it says, and yourselves  the word being emphatic; a footnote in this English Translation reads: Personal pronouns, used as the subject of a verb, are normally emphatic in Greek, but in John their use is almost universal. Still, there is some distinctive emphasis here. 

    The first passage read comes in at a very momentous time in the history of our Lord. Judas had just gone out from the supper table. He had gone out to betray the Lord  the very opposite of love; he was incapable of love in the true sense. He was marked by love of money which is the root of every evil (1 Timothy 6:10), and he was about to sell the Lord Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. But the Lord, instead of mourning for Himself, says: Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him  that is moral glory. While Judas was about to betray Him, He was about to die for the glory of God. He speaks of His sufferings elsewhere, but not here. Here, He speaks of being glorified in the work of the cross, and God being glorified in Him. It was the supreme act of love. So He calls the disciples children  Judas was not among them now; He would bring them into the current of love, which was flowing in great power. And so it is that in our local meetings  the Lords supper brings this before us  the current of divine love normally flows and the Lord would bring us into it on each occasion. The Spirit develops love amongst us; He causes the love of God to be shed abroad in our hearts, and each occasion therefore should deepen the precious current. It was flowing here, and so the Lord says, A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

    RemThe chapter begins with the Lords love in spite of every circumstance that might arise. 

    JTThe terrible fact is related: And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up ... Satan had found a place in the heart of one of the Lords apostles. But the current of love flowed irresistibly. The Lord, having died since, and having gone into heaven, according to the later chapters, sent down the Spirit who maintains this current amongst the saints, but it must be in us. We read indeed of the love of the Spirit (Romans 15:30), but the activities of love by the Spirit are in the saints. The current will be weaker or stronger according to the state of the saints. The Lords thought here is that there should be a steady permanent quantity of love among the saints. 

    QuesHas not love an imperative character here  a commandment, and a new commandment? 

    JTYes, it has a peculiar force in John; it is not simply that it is another commandment, added to all the rest; it contemplates the Lords absence. The old commandment is what they had from the beginning, referring to the flow of love and light and life in the Lord personally. Now that He is to be away, and the Holy Spirit about to come, the new thing is to start in them; so that the presence of love among us during His absence can be relied upon, and thus we are marked off as disciples of His. In Johns epistle the new commandment is said to be true in him and in you (1 John 2:8). 

    QuesWould you say that this is normal but not automatic; there must be exercise in each one of us? 

    JTWhat was true in Christ here was true in Him alone until He died and was taken into heaven, but subsequently the Holy Spirit came down to form the same thing in us. 

    QuesIs that why it is called a new commandment? 

    JTThat is what I thought. We can easily see, I think, that what was true in Christ as Man here, can only be true in us because He died and went to heaven, and the Holy Spirit came down; and not only as the Spirit has come, but as there is exercise to give Him room. There must be enlargement of vessels, and that leads us to consider the widow in 2 Kings 4. She had oil, but was not making use of it, and so it is that many of us have the Spirit, but we do not make use of Him. She was in debt; we are indebted to one another to love each other. It is by the Spirit we discharge our moral obligations. So, as I have suggested, the exercise directed by Elisha implied enlargement of capacity. He said: Get vessels, not a few; and she did, and every vessel was filled. So that the more capacity we have, the more wealth we have; the Spirit will fill all the capacity we give Him. 

    RemIt is very interesting to see that the Lord says in the chapter we are considering, As I have loved you, that ye also love one another. There was no limit to the Lords love, and it seems that there is none for the love of the brethren. 

    JTHe was always full of the Holy Spirit. We are to be filled  that is a development. 

    RemThus our special exercise should be to have greater capacity to receive the Spirit, to possess a greater measure of the Spirit; and if we have the Spirit, the normal state will be love. 

    RemIf we look for love through our own exercises and forget the Spirit, we risk having an imitation of love; comradeship or something of that kind. 

    JTLove in us is to be love in the Spirit. Returning to the type in 2 Kings 4, the widow was to procure vessels, not a few. Elisha said to her in verse 3, Let it not be few; and go in, and shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour out into all those vessels, and set aside what is full. And she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons; they brought the vessels to her, and she poured out. And it came to pass when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said to her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. That is, God does not give His Spirit by measure. As the Spirit was in Christ, so He is now in the assembly; so that He fills each of us whatever our capacity may be. The woman told the man of God, and he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy sons on the rest. So that the clear lesson is that through the exercise that has been alluded to, in self-judgment, the Spirit fills us. We are by the Spirit, to put to death the deeds of the body, and that makes room for the Spirit. 

    QuesThere is not a vessel more. Is that relative to limitations on our side? 

    JTThere was no such limitation on Christs side. The woman was to sell the oil  it is a figure, of course  and pay her debts, which means that we love one another, because that is our great indebtedness. (Romans 13:8). 

    QuesDo you think that the result here flows from obedience to prophetic ministry? 

    JTQuite so. That brings up the question of prophetic ministry. It helps us to judge ourselves, to make room for the Spirit. As we make room for the Spirit, we make room for love. Thus, as we have love amongst ourselves in any locality, we are always sustained. When the apostle came to speak about gifts in the letter to Corinth, he says, yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence (1 Corinthians 12:31), and that way is the way of love; so that he says, Love never fails (chapter 13:8). 

    QuesWould the pressure of circumstances in which the saints are found give occasion for love one to another, as in the case of Christ? 

    JTIt says in Romans 5:3, And not only that, but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; and hope, does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. That is what you have in your mind? 

    RemI was thinking that the pressure of circumstances in which the Lord was found was an occasion for the manifestation of such a love. 

    JTA well-known scripture from Psalm 4:1 comes in here: In pressure thou hast enlarged me. In Romans 5 we have the workers that the believer has, such as tribulation; and in chapter 8:28, all things work together for good to those who love God. 

    QuesDo we find in the Song of Songs all the circumstances which contribute to the production of the fruit of love? Awake, north wind, and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow forth (chapter 4:16). 

    JTVery good. The passage in the book of Jude also brings in this word twice: But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God. A note indicates that the verb keep is in the aorist tense in Greek, meaning that we are always to be kept in that state. That shows that in the circumstances contemplated in this epistle, love is maintained by prayer in the Holy Spirit. The fact of praying in the Holy Spirit gives a remarkable character to our prayers. Here again we have a current. I have often observed in meetings for prayer, as I have occasion to attend a great many, that our prayers do not go very far afield. Prayers in the Spirit would include all the divine interests, inclusive of course, more particularly of the local interests. 

    QuesShould we be powerfully held by the thought that Christ has loved the assembly and delivered Himself up for her? 

    JTQuite so. The whole field of divine interest would be in mind. Jehovah said that His house was to be a house of prayer for all peoples (Isaiah 56:7). 

    QuesWould this thought of praying in the Holy Spirit be all the more touching because it occurs in a writing which speaks of apostasy? 

    JTThe leading epistles on apostasy make room for the Spirit, especially 2 Thessalonians and this epistle. 

    RemIt speaks just before, in verse 19, of those who set themselves apart, natural men, not having the Spirit. 

    JTIt is what they do in the monasteries and convents; a terrible thought, nauseous to God, separation pretending to be in sanctification, and yet the Spirit not there. So our verse is the antidote to that. The monkish idea must be wholly repudiated by us  any pretension to sanctity without the Holy Spirit. What a word that is for us in the midst of all this darkness: But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. This verse fits well to the verse in John 13, where we have the new commandment to love one another; here, we keep ourselves in the love of God as praying in the Holy Spirit. The prayer meeting becomes very delightful as answering to this. Many stay away at home on the Monday because they have had a hard day. The meeting for prayer is therefore reduced in value in our eyes. The more we have to do, the more we need the prayer meeting. 

    RemSeeing we have here the Holy Spirit, and your most holy faith, do we need to be formed in holiness? 

    JTBuilding yourselves up on your most holy faith, is as if it were basic. I suppose the word faith here would include the truth, the doctrine. In verse 3 Jude says: I have been obliged to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. So that building yourselves up on your most holy faith would include a meeting such as the present. 

    QuesIt would not be limited to a meeting like this perhaps; it would be continual? 

    JTYes, but it would apply specially to meetings where the truth is before us, with faith inclusive of the truth. 

    QuesDoes it help to refer to Acts 16 where it speaks of the riverside where they were wont to pray, referring to prayer by the Spirit perhaps? 

    JTThe assembly at Philippi was like a tree planted by the riverside; that is, the continuance of prayer maintains freshness  a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not (Psalm 1:3). Prayer by the river really is the key to the position of Philippi. It involves continual freshness amongst us. So the apostle says to the Philippians that they had fellowship with him in the gospel from the first day till the day on which he wrote. 

    It is said in Acts 16:16, And it came to pass as we were going to prayer that a certain female slave, having a spirit of Python, met us, they were going to prayer, as we might say, to the prayer meeting, 

    and it is here that they met the satanic opposition, showing how Satan resists the idea of prayer amongst the brethren. 

    RemIf there is freshness there is also fruit, as in the case of Joseph, who is a fruitful bough by a well. 

    RemThe river is not local; it does not come from, nor stop at, Philippi. 

    QuesIt was women who were assembled by the riverside at Philippi, in Acts 16; what does that suggest? 

    JTThese women give character to the work of God there. Lydia is an outstanding sister, a remarkable subject of the work of God at Philippi. 

    QuesWould it be the subjective side? 

    JTQuite so, and in an intelligent way. The apostle speaks about women in the epistle also (chapter 4:2): I exhort Euodia, and exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in the Lord; yea, I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them, who have contended along with me in the glad tidings,  them  is feminine, as you will notice, alluding to women. 

    The passage in Johns epistle stresses the word yourselves as we have already noted. And yourselves, the unction which ye have received from him abides in you, and ye have not need that any one should teach you; but as the same unction teaches you as to all things, and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, ye shall abide in him. This is a word that fits in in view of modernism, and parents do well to take note of it in regard of their children, because the schools teach modernism. The children, of course, must have ordinary instruction. In itself the acquisition of this instruction does not harm them; but destructive principles are introduced today; denying the inspiration of the Scriptures, and denying the truth of what they teach. The children should be protected against these deadly errors. 

    RemSometimes we meet people who say in regard to this passage, ye have not need that anyone teach you: I have the Holy Spirit, I do not need the meetings. 

    JTThat is very unintelligent, and I should suspect an excuse for spiritual laziness. But what is extremely serious is that such an attitude sets aside what God has given in the gifts with which He has provided the assembly. 

    QuesIn such a case there is no place for the teaching which comes to us through those whom the Spirit uses? 

    JTNo indeed. Absenting ourselves from the meetings  the devil is behind it  we are sure to miss something that we will never get again. 

    RemWe should find the answer in Johns second epistle, written to the elect lady: I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth (verse 4). 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the anointing, as being different, for instance, from the reception of the Spirit? 

    JTIn verse 20 it is said to be the unction from the holy one. It is the Spirit, of course, but more the power and the effect of His presence in teaching. 

  
    Jude  THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY IN EVERY DISPENSATION (JT 84)

    1 Corinthians 14: 23 - 25; Jude 14, 15; Genesis 20: 7 (first sentence)

    What is in mind is to speak about prophecy, and, in order to show its applicability to the present time, I would cite a passage from Revelation which says that the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus (Revelation 19: 10), the spirit of it. So that, whilst there may be no ground for assuming that there are prophets today, we may assume that there is the spirit of prophecy, and that suffices. It certainly existed as spoken of in the book of Revelation, a book intended for the saints in our dispensation peculiarly and having special application at the present time. Another thought that comes out in Revelation, which helps as to the spirit of prophecy is in the word to John in chapter 10. It will be remembered that in that chapter our Lord Jesus is seen under the figure of a strong angel come down, putting his right foot on the sea and his left on the land, with a little opened book in His hand. That little opened book contained what would be an occasion or cause for bitter feelings on the part of all those who love God and love His people, for it implied much suffering for them. The history of Western Europe, as it is about to be fulfilled, dear brethren, will involve much suffering for Gods people at the time, the history indeed of the world, speaking generally, and the prophet is directed to take the little book out of the hand of the angel, that is, out of the hand of Christ as the rightful Proprietor of the earth, who is about to deal with all that is contrary to Him, and the prophet was to take it and eat it, which he did. It was sweet, he tells us, in his mouth, but in his belly bitter. He valued it as disclosing the divine mind, but felt it in its consequences, as Elisha of old felt what the king of Syria would do to his people, although it was the mind of God that he should do it. The man of God wept, and John feels bitterly what should be occasioned by the contents of the book as carried out, and it is said to him, Thou must prophesy again as to peoples and nations and tongues and many kings (Revelation 10: 11). That is, as we feel things, as we feel what the mind of God implies, what His just government implies, we are morally qualified to prophesy. We may do it once and become disqualified, for God is patient with His servants and gives them opportunities, but it always tests as we have opportunities, and in answering to the test our opportunities continue, otherwise we may be deprived of them. Hence the word is, Thou must prophesy again. One would not like to be deprived of any advantage in service, any opportunity, for want of feeling. God looks for feeling servants, and as they feel things with Him, they continue to serve, they are morally qualified, so that, as acquiring such feelings, dear brethren, we may hope for not only the spirit of prophecy, but prophecy itself. 

    So I selected first of all this passage in Corinthians, because it deals with prophecy as exercised among christians. The Lord has revived the practice contemplated in this chapter, He has revived the thought of the chapter, and brethren have adopted it with considerable encouragement, and I believe that, as it is understood and the necessity for it, there will be more encouragement. As we feel things as they exist, as we judge things as they exist, as we discern the needs amongst the saints as they exist, we shall prophesy again, and these meetings will take on greater significance. They not only require feeling, but also confidence in one another and the esteeming of each other better than oneself, so that, if there be something revealed to one sitting by, we give way. Heaven is in charge of all these matters; and by the Spirit a sure representation of heaven here may intervene suddenly with something urgent, for we have the word the Spirit speaks expressly (1 Timothy 4: 1). There are general communications and express ones; we must be ready for both. So that if the whole assembly come together in one place according to this chapter, there is scope for the Spirit to speak, and for that, as I said, there must not only be feeling, but confidence in one another and an esteeming of each other better than ourselves, a readiness thus to give way as the Spirit moves. The assembly is assumed in this epistle to be a spiritually delicate, sensitive instrument, so to speak, its members interdependent upon one another, the Spirit actuating all in perfect unity, and in the dignity of the anointing. So that in considering this chapter, dear brethren, the idea of prophecy strikes you. I think the word for it, in different forms, is found something like ten times in this chapter, showing how much it is in the mind of the Spirit, and how it was intended to come down as an assembly furnishing and provision. We have no mention of elders in the epistle. What is stressed is the organism, involving that each member, each christian, is sensibly responsive, and intelligently so too, and feelingly so, so that there is no room for inertness, but intelligent energetic sympathy, whether we may speak or otherwise; for in this very chapter the sisters are enjoined to be silent in the assemblies. That does not mean that they do not contribute, far otherwise! The appointed gifts will draw upon them automatically, so to speak; in virtue of the organism it must be so. What is in mind in all this stress upon prophecy is, of course, the edifying of the assembly, but that God may be known as in us, and that it is of a truth, not only to ourselves but to others, for the point of view in this epistle is that the doors are open, not as in John 20 closed for fear of the Jews. They are open, and, in the power of the anointing, the assembly is preserved from evil intrusion; so much so that, in the spirit of prophecy, an unbeliever (or unbelievers, or those who are simple) coming in, falls down, he is convicted of all and judged of all; he falls down! A mighty triumphant result of the service, of prophecy, not that there is gift there simply, but that God is there, beloved. Much greater than gift! 

    Well now, I want to show that this service of prophecy has marked God in all His dispensations; hence I read in Jude because he refers to Enoch representing this service in the antediluvian world; God had it then. I have no doubt it was there in others besides Enoch, but it was there, and points to what I have been saying, that God would assert Himself. Indeed the principle is seen in His first movement as sin came in, the enemy attacked and God would be at no disadvantage from the moral point of view, so that His voice is heard walking in the garden, not His steps, but His voice. Then we find that Adam, as clothed by God (wonderful grace that he was clothed by God!) calls, we are told, his wifes name Eve, meaning that she was the mother of all living, meaning life. That has a prophetic significance, that, instead of death, there should be life; a very great fact. Adam knew that; he had been accustomed to give names now, he had indeed given Eve a name before, but not this one; nor is she brought to him here to give her a name as she was before; it is his own matter, evidently the outcome of light in his soul, this name that he gives his wife, Eve. And no doubt Seth was on this line of prophesying in calling his sons name Enosh. It was the announcement of a man who knew, who was with God manifestly, and would let it be known that he was with God, and that his son was not going to be brought up for this world, he was a poor dying creature. How that asserted, in its measure, God, that is God in His government, and the light shone and men began, we are told, to call on the name of Jehovah. An excellent result! But Enoch is the one whom the Spirit of God specially mentions as prophesying in regard to certain persons, indeed of persons that we have to do with today, for Jude is dealing with the apostasy in christendom. Not with the antediluvian apostasy in Cain and his descendants, but with the apostasy that we have to do with, beloved brethren. The Spirit of God conveniently brings Enoch in and tells us that he prophesied of these, showing how long a look-out God had and how He made provision and served us by an antediluvian prophet. May we not assume that there was much of this service rendered by this man Enoch? It is not mentioned here as something exceptional with him, something that was unusual to him. It is mentioned in the most remarkable way that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied also as to these, the Spirit of God alluding to his spiritual history, the seventh from Adam; that is, a man of exercise, an accumulative kind of man who would profit by, and observe, the government of God. His name indeed is indicative of discipline, and where discipline is, and accepted from God, we may be sure that we shall speak of God and represent God and bring Him in, in the way of rebuke of evil. For if I, through discipline, disallow evil in myself, I am not going to license it in others. So that he had a judgment about the conditions that prevailed, he was walking with God; how could he walk with God without a judgment of things? He judged things and he spoke of them, and he is brought in to serve us by the apostle Jude. He says, Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, a lone man, as far as Scripture records, speaks of holy myriads and the Lord coming with them to deal with evil. So that Enoch is brought in as a great help to us and a stimulus too, so that we should, as walking with God, or professing to walk with God, have a judgment about things, not only as among the brethren, but among the nations. For we must have an eye for what is current if we are with God, the mystery of iniquity having been working all these centuries. Hence in that book of Revelation, God says He has judged your judgment upon her. We may be sure that the flood had some reference to Enoch, that God judged his judgment on the antediluvian wickedness. May we not assume, beloved, that Enoch spoke to God about these things? He did; he walked with God, he pleased God. God does not walk with dumb people. He says, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well (Exodus 4: 14). Need I say that God heard him speak? Not such speaking as the world expects, as, for instance, among the Greeks, but such speaking as God values. I know that he can speak well, God says; and so, Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. But we have the testimony of him brought down the ages by the Spirit of God. Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied also as to these, saying, Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. Note the word ungodly in these verses. 

    Now I go on to Abraham to show that, whilst with Enoch we have the condemnation of the world, and Noah is but the counterpart of Enoch, he condemned the world by the building of the ark; with Abraham we have the world, as I might say, in reconciliation, not for condemnation, although Sodom was condemned and that as a testimony, but Abraham is called out, and God says, I will ... bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing ... and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed (Genesis 12: 2, 3). How would Abraham look at the world? He would look out upon it with an evangelical eye, as we should now. Whilst we have our judgment of the world as it is exposed, yet it is in reconciliation; God has not changed His mind, the gospel is on that ground. So that there is another phase of our position, dear brethren, and the prophetic ministry has that in mind, that God is amongst us, that God is here in the assembly as a Saviour God, a very great matter. And so God says to Abimelech of Abraham, He is a prophet. It never occurred to Abimelech doubtless that he was any such thing, nor does it occur to our neighbours, our business acquaintances and the world generally, that anything of the kind attaches to us; but God lets people know about us. Is it not a matter of great interest to Him that there are people in this city who know Him, and who love Him, and who pray to Him constantly? Is that not a matter of great consequence to Him? It is one of the greatest things to Him, and this city is taken up in that relation. They are few, to be sure, as the psalmist says, They were a few men in number, of small account, and strangers in it. And they went from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another people. He suffered no man to oppress them, and reproved kings for their sakes, Saying, Touch not mine anointed ones, and do my prophets no harm (Psalm 105: 12 - 15). That is the position today, the world is in reconciliation. That is to say, God is holding it in that way so as to present Christ to it as a Saviour, so that there should be nothing to prejudice the gospel, and surely we should bear that in mind that we should not prejudice the gospel, but that, on the contrary, we pray for kings and all in authority, and for our neighbours and business acquaintances; we let them know that we are their friends. God says, He is a prophet, and will pray for thee; if God tells the people in this city that there are those in it who will pray for them, as it were, how sorrowful if they do not! But Abraham did, he actually did pray for Abimelech, and God answered him for Abimelech; God was dealing with that man Abimelech. He says, I knew your mind; I kept you from sinning against Me. Do you not think God is doing that now? I do. God is a faithful Creator, He is the preserver of all men, and He operates in men and speaks to men in His own way, and He tells them about the prophets. He tells them about those who pray and He says, Do not do them any harm. Is that not the secret of what we have today, that we are free to meet as we are now and speak to one another, no man forbidding it? What is the secret of that? God says, Do not do them any harm; He has His own way of doing that. It does not say God told Abraham to pray for Abimelech, He knew he would; so he prayed for him and God answered him, so Abimelechs household was healed and they were to bear, that is to say, there was to be a continuance of those men. They are not looked at as enemies, but as in reconciliation. God is their God and would bless them, and He would have us to be a blessing. 

    One could go on at length to point out that this principle of prophecy is in all the dispensations, so that when we come down to the ministry, that is to Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, we have it again. While God is to be known evangelically, He is to be known ministerially, if you understand me. He is not known ministerially in the hierarchy of this country, nor in any hierarchy, today; it is a question of what the ministers are that He identifies Himself with. Moses and Aaron represent the ministers, Moses was a highly disciplined man. Aaron was too, although we have no mention of his discipline. We only get his name, as he was eighty-three years old, but he is given to Moses as a man who can speak well, and withal, a man who has a brothers heart, a very great matter in ministry so that I am not a rival of my brother in my service. God is not in that, we may be sure, but He is with ministers who love one another who support one another, and who serve together. The first great service rendered by Moses and Aaron brought out worship from the saints; could anything justify the selection more than that? God was with them, so much so that He says to Moses, I have made thee God to Pharaoh (not a God ). The reality of the presence of God will be there, and He says, Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. The word may not be so full, but there it is, Aaron would speak instead of Moses, but Moses would be God. What a testimony was presented to Pharaoh, and was it not grace? It was, but still with a view to judgment, alas, for, For this very cause have I raised thee up, says God, to shew thee my power (Exodus 9: 16). But still, there was the testimony that God was there, in a prophetic way, in these two men. 

    Now that is God, dear brethren, known in the ministry; and significantly Moses says in Deuteronomy 18: 15, Jehovah thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me. So did he answer to the mind of God that he was a full type, we might say, of Christ personally, He is to be like me. And this prophet is not like Sinai; it is not the way things were at Sinai for he is to be, raised up from the midst of thee, and Jehovah said, He shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And so right down we get it; in the book of Judges we get it; in Samuel we get it, in relation to royalty, indeed the idea greatly increases under the kings. That is to say, God would keep Himself before men, that He was there. How one could illustrate this from such men as Nathan, and Gad, and Samuel, and a host of others, even unnamed prophets. One says, I hid a hundred men of Jehovahs prophets by fifty in a cave (1 Kings 18: 13). Such was the abundance of the prophetic testimony on Gods part that He would assert Himself in all the dispensation; and right down in post-captivity days. What men we have in Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi and others; until we come to New Testament times when we have a prophetess and others; and then the great Prophet! How ones heart rests with satisfaction in the great Prophet, that is Jesus! And hence it goes on, the Holy Spirit coming down, and the exalted Christ above has given some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers (Ephesians 4: 11); that is the order. The prophets have a part in the foundation, but the spirit of prophecy runs on. You can well understand that the meeting contemplated in this chapter in 1 Corinthians does not refer to foundational work. The foundation had been laid, Paul says so expressly: As a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it (1 Corinthians 3: 10); and the building went on in this chapter, the prophetic ministry to edify; but how? That God was there, that we are not working without God: Unless Jehovah build the house, in vain do its builders labour in it; unless Jehovah keep the city, the keeper watcheth in vain (Psalm 127: 1). The prophet brings God in, and he would say to every meeting, If God be not here the meeting is useless. We must bring God in, and that is the point God would have us to understand, that He asserts His rights and His place amongst us. The prophet considers for God and his ministry brings God in; the effect is that even an unbeliever falls down and acknowledges that God is indeed amongst you. And it is indeed; it is no mere theoretic idea that God is among us; how great a fact that is! It is not beyond us, we are proving it, dear brethren, but let it continue; as I was saying. Thou must prophesy again, we have always to look out for again. As the Lord may be pleased to leave us here a few years longer, who is to carry on? It is well to keep that in mind; and, if the testimony is to be continued it is in the spirit of prophecy, the testimony of Jesus. And if I am to serve in this way, I must be with God, like Enoch, like Abraham, like Moses, and like all the prophets. Many of them are called men of God, the idea runs alongside prophecy. How can I represent God save as I am with God? And, as I am with God, I say I must bring God in, and it is the prophet who brings God in, in this sense, that is in ministry. So that, dear brethren, these meetings that are alluded to are, to my mind, very significant and very important. They are to be taken up, I believe, from the standpoint of my remarks, from the standpoint of these scriptures. It is a question of God asserting Himself as with His people; not simply helping His people, but that He has rights amongst them, that He likes to be with them, and that He wishes to be known as with them. It is the salvation of people to know that He is with us, so may God bless these meetings that He may be with us until the end. 

  
    Jude  LOVE AMONGST YOURSELVES (JT 87)

    John 13: 35; Jude 20,21; Jude 23; 1 John 2: 27

    JTWhat is in mind is the word yourselves which occurs in each of the scriptures read, according to the New Translation: not that the Holy Spirit would occupy us with ourselves  save as in the sense of these passages; He would occupy us with Christ. 

    John 13: 35 reads, By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves, directing us thus to ourselves, that this feature might mark us in our localities. In Jude, it is that we might keep ourselves in the love of God. The same thing is stressed in Johns epistle, And yourselves, the unction which ye have received from him abides in you, the word is peculiarly stressed in Johns epistle (1 John 2: 27). In John 13, we have the model before us, As I have loved you, that ye also love one another, the Lord having in mind that His own should thus be self-sustaining, as there was the evidence of love amongst them. 

    One has been impressed in moving about lately, with the fact that meetings in the rural districts tend to die out and disappear. Visitations from those able to help are few, but these scriptures show how such are to be sustained: love never fails, and as having it amongst ourselves, we should come behind in nothing, but there should be edification and growth. 

    EJMcBWould you say that the peculiar difficulties come from the outside, but the preserving is from the inside? 

    JTYes. The love is seen in all, especially in those who take part. 

    EJMcBSo whether we have gift or not, we have what will preserve. 

    RemIf ye have love amongst yourselves is linked with it. 

    JTJohns gospel has in mind what can be seen. The gospel opens with Come and see, and again in chapter 4, the woman says, Come, see a man. 

    QuesIs this really what we are? 

    JTYes, as formed after the pattern of Christ. 

    RemThe saints take on features which the world must recognise. 

    JTYes; you can ask them to come and see, not only to hear, but to see. Nathanael comes under the eye of the Lord when under the fig tree. Philip says to him, We have found him of whom Moses wrote ... Jesus ... who is from Nazareth, and Nathanael replied, Can anything good come out of Nazareth?. As brethren today, we are under great reproach, but we would say as Philip did here, Come and see. Nathanael began to move from that very point. An outside brother, as we might say, one from the systems, comes to see what there is, and in coming he is under the Lords eye, as Nathanael was under the fig tree. If he desires to break bread, it must be as having seen something. There was something there with Nathanael. 

    AMIs glory connected with this aspect of love (verse 31)? 

    JTThat is the setting of this scripture. Love is always glorious; certainly to have love amongst ourselves is. 

    EJMcBA person may not see much the first time they come, but they feel the atmosphere, and they return. 

    JTIn him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not. We need spirituality to see. 

    QuesIs it like 1 Corinthians 14? 

    JTJust so. Chapter 13 presents the way of surpassing excellence, the way of love; love is the main thought of the chapter. Then when that is settled and understood, gift follows in chapter 14. Love is the first thing, then the gift of prophecy, and coming under the prophetic word, the man is convicted and confesses that God is among you of a truth. 

    RemLove is of God. 

    JTYes; it is a relative term; all His ways are love. Love is in us, too; a brother does things, and it shows he has love. 

    QuesLove is concerned with what is spiritual? 

    JTThe brethren are learning to love, especially in assembly; they love to be together. 

    EJMcBLoving much. 

    QuesIs it the filling out of a new commandment? 

    JTYes. It is filled out in the epistle in Christ and in us, since the Spirit came. He loved His own to the end. Christianity is the new commandment. 

    RemIt flows out amongst ourselves as knowing what it is to be in His bosom. 

    JTYes; that is special to John. Christianity itself is a speciality. John had the place of the disciple whom Jesus loved. Peter was not that. Why should not the Lord have specials? Generalities mean that He looks on us all alike, but a special is different. 

    HESJohn knew how to appropriate the Lords love. 

    JTYes, and thus he became lovable. 

    HESJohn drew nearer than Peter. 

    EJMcBHence he got such remarkable revelations. 

    JTJohn was peculiarly used to bring out this love as having this special place. 

    EJMcBThe Lord wanted to communicate something special, and looks for those near enough to Him to receive it. 

    JTYes; He has great need of such as John. He was reliable. 

    QuesIs this feature seen in Joseph and Jacob? 

    JTYes; the vest of many colours speaks of what is inward, not merely official. Joseph was distressed by the evil communications of his brethren. Abigails young men were like that; they judged their master as a man of Belial. It is important for young people to have this judgment of what is evil. The house of Chloe in the New Testament, stands for this element; and Samuel, who did not talk, but who was trustworthy. 

    AMThere must be subjection, as in Ephesians and John? 

    JTYes; good. In Ephesians the persons in a subordinate relation are addressed first; they are exhorted to be subject, even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, not that they ought to be that, but they are put there, in a place of subordination. Satan would get in to make us insubject, but God is fortifying us against it. 

    QuesWould the measure in which we love one another be the measure of our love to Christ? 

    JTYes; He laid down His life for us, so we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren; that is love. 

    QuesAs absorbing love, we express it? 

    JTYes; another statement of John is, Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also ought to love one another. He uses great skill. Jude also uses the title Beloved, as well as Paul and Peter and John, but it does not fit unless I have it, and am expressive of it. It becomes glorious, and is a reflection of Christ Himself. These men used parental expressions in addressing the saints. If John says, 

    Beloved, it affects one, and thus we have love amongst ourselves. 

    HESPeter speaks of Our beloved brother Paul. 

    JTIn ministering brothers it promotes good feeling. 

    EJMcBIt shows Peter had no bad feeling against Paul. 

    JTPaul was greater in the second epistle to the Corinthians than in the first; and Peter also in his second letter. These second letters show they were going on themselves. 

    RemAquila and Priscilla staked their neck for Paul. 

    JTVery good; that chapter, Romans 16, is full of love. Twenty times over he uses the word salute which shows respect, and love is not known without it. 

    QuesWould you say that meetings petering out show lack of love? 

    JTI heard of a meeting coming together to discuss disbanding; it was a question of finance, but love was there, and they are still going on. It appeared as if they could not continue, like a ship at sea which may be at an angle of forty-five degrees, but it rights itself. Faith and hope are great, but love is greater. It was never seen till Christ died; it must be attested, before we can know it. 

    RemLove was behind Pauls rebuke to Peter in Galatians, but love worked as seen in Peters second epistle, where he speaks of him as our beloved brother Paul. 

    JTYes; Peter had gained through it. He speaks in his second letter of the excellent glory and that refers to love: Such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory. This is my beloved Son. It is always Peter first, then John. 

    RemPersonality linked with lovability. 

    JTYes. A father is entitled to speak of himself, children ought to learn from their father. 

    ECMIf even in abundantly loving you, I should be less loved, 2 Corinthians 12: 15. 

    JTIn his epistle Jude is contemplating the apostasy; he had meant to write of our common salvation but turns aside to speak of other things. Personal love runs through the epistle, as well as the love of God which goes through to the end, Keep yourselves in the love of God, is a continuous state, not only when at the meetings, but always. 

    EJMcBIt is our orbit. 

    JTVery good; that word fits in well; you are always there. 

    EJMcBThis was written when things were very weak. 

    JTYes; Cain, Balaam, and Core are mentioned as marking the apostasy. The prayer meeting on Monday comes in: Praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God. 

    EJMcBWill you say a word on praying in the Holy Spirit? 

    JTThat brings up the question of the Spirit. Some believers have not the Spirit through bad teaching, and other things. The Spirit comes to those who have received the word of the truth. It searches and adjusts them, but as believing that, they are sealed. But praying in the Holy Spirit shows that we have received the word of the truth. We may pray in words, but praying in the Holy Spirit shows unction. 

    EJMcBIt carries with it what belongs to the Spirit. 

    JTYes; we are in the current of the Spirit, the whole field; it is universal. 

    QuesOur prayer meetings would take on a distinct tone. 

    JTYes; they are usually very happy where this state is known, even in a little way, keeping ourselves in the love of God. Many stay away from the prayer meetings, but God says He will make us glad in His house of prayer. Solomons prayer was followed by the entrance of the glory. Daniel, too, is an example. 

    ECMPaul and Silas in prison were praying and praising God with singing. 

    JTVery good; you get a suggestion of all the meetings we have at that time; prayer, praise, preaching and ministry. They had a wonderful time. 

    EJMcBAnd a wonderful work came out of it. 

    JTYes; the jailor must have been a wonderful brother. The brethren are there as dignified; they went to see them. 

    In Johns epistle, we have the unction: the Spirit is teaching here. In Jude, the testimony is marked by prayer, but here it is teaching, as in a reading. 

    QuesWhy is this addressed to little children? 

    JTJohn views the saints in three grades, fathers, young men and little children. This passage has been used to justify Sunday-schools; but it is one letter to all and shows that all the little children ought to be brought into meetings like this. Young christians are apt to make much of men, good gospel preachers, and the like, but the apostle here stresses the Holy Spirit as the unction, and the holiness that accompanies the unction from the Holy One (verse 20). It is potential, and shuts out man and his teaching. Terrible things are put before the young today. 

    EJMcBAs having the unction, infidel thoughts would be detected. 

    AMThe teaching of the Spirit helps to early discrimination. There are the words, Taught by the Spirit, 1 Corinthians 2: 13. 

    EJMcBYourselves is a remarkable word. 

    JTYes; it does not lead to boastfulness, but leads to what is amongst ourselves, not to puff us up, but to make us independent of men. In this case they are rendered independent of this worlds learning. 

    Paul would say. No one can understand the things of God but the spiritual man. We have the mind (thinking faculty) of Christ. 

    EJMcBThe ability to work things out as He did. 

    JTYes; it is a great preservative. We see in Johns gospel how He met men. 

    QuesWhat about proving the spirits (1 John 4: 1)? 

    JTA very important matter because of the spread of spiritism. It is very wicked; it got in in Corinth, so that a man might be there speaking by an evil spirit (1 Corinthians 12: 3). The apostle says, Ye were led away to dumb idols in whatever way ye might be led. I give you therefore to know, that no one ... can say Lord Jesus, unless in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

    QuesThe man in John 9 came in on the line of Johns epistle? 

    JTIt contemplates a man whose eyes are opened. It involved the deity of Christ for his eyes to be opened. He went and washed and came seeing. He reacted to the light; he was obedient, and came seeing. It was a question of the works of God. Every time the man answered a question there was an advance. 

    QuesDoes the anointing increase? 

    JTYou can see there is advance with the man. Stephen is said to be full of the Spirit; one who could not be resisted; they were unable to resist the spirit in which he spoke. There is moral glory at the end; increase in that way. 

    EJMcBIt develops in becoming more spiritual. 

    JTYes, it is from glory to glory as the works of God are manifested. We are not to be taken up with one line of service only. 

    QuesWhy the word unction in regard to the little ones? 

    JTThe stress is on holiness; they were not learning with the natural mind. The knowledge of the Holy is understanding. As Peter says, We have believed and known that thou art the Holy One of God. 

    QuesIs unction the same as anointing? 

    JTYes, but it is more permeating. 

  
    Jude  RESULTS (JT 89)

    Jude 14; Genesis 5: 21 - 25; Acts 9: 31, 32; Acts 16: 4 - 6

    I have in mind to speak about the results which accrue from exercises arising in the course of Gods testimony here. The apostle James in his epistle alludes to the end reached in such exercises. He says, Ye have heard of the endurance of Job, and seen the end of the Lord. The teaching in his epistle is very practical; among other things he alludes to knowledge amongst the brethren. He wrote, as we know, to the twelve tribes that were scattered and in doing so he referred to the patience of Job. The book of Job has its own peculiar importance in scripture as dealing with the work and testimony of God outside Israel but collateral with the testimony to Israel. It thus finds a place in the holy writings, and James alludes to it as being known. He says, And seen the end of the Lord. The end in that book illustrates what I have before me, namely, the end which the Lord has in view in dealing with His people. That end is to be triumphant and blessed! 

    Enoch is said to be the seventh from Adam. Jude mentions that fact. He would count from Adam, Seth, Enosh, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared to Enoch. Each of these names would have a place in his thoughts as he would come down to Enoch; but he would stop with that name, not merely to round out a sentence but to call attention to a result reached. There are ten names mentioned in Genesis 5, Noah being the tenth, which, no doubt represent a process to develop a further result, which is seen in Noah. But I believe Enoch is peculiarly in the mind of the Spirit of God, for He pauses there at the seventh from Adam to indicate a given result, and then goes on to a further result in Noah, which is also important, for these exercises which arise are like the ripples caused by a stone being thrown into a pond, they expand and become far-reaching in effect. What arises is thus turned to a definite result. Enoch suggests an assembly result; Noah a further one, typical of another world, a purified world. These thoughts are in the mind of God for us and we should not stop short of them. 

    So I began with Jude, a short epistle which is lighted up by this verse which refers to an antediluvian saint. This is not a casual, but a careful reference, embracing a particular exercise, and a result reached through it. What a history is involved in reaching the seventh from Adam, a remarkable line leading up to such a result! Chapter 4 gives us the line of Cain, but the most casual reader will notice the correspondence in it with the names in the line of faith, through Seth. Chapter 5 is called by the Spirit The book of Adams generations. Chapter 5 is the life line, and so the names given, save Methushelahs, are significant. His longevity is instructive for it points to Gods longsuffering. We are through grace in the period of Gods great longsuffering and patience. But the names of each of the others have a significance, Enochs pre-eminently so. His name signifies tuition, education, learning, discipline or discipleship and I believe, has greater moral significance than the others, for it relates to the heavenly calling, and no saints are more distinguished than those who have part in that calling. Thus we obtain character and distinction through discipline, as it says, My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when reproved by him; for whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives, Hebrews 12: 5, 6. 

    Now in Cains line we have the very name  Enoch  given to his son. It suggests, though occurring here before Enochs birth, imitation of what is of God, which is all round us. And so we find that this name is placed on this first city, that is, one of the most cherished thoughts in the spiritual line is placed on a city built by a murderer, by Cain. Some christians of today no doubt would say, See, this city; see our church membership; our bells and architecture, and flatter themselves by attaching the name of Christ to it. We find today that heavenly name everywhere, and the names of the apostles, too, on the most distinguished architecture in the world. How sad and offended they would feel were they to see it, and yet we see christians taking refuge in this very thing. It is profanity! The Spirit of God would recoil from chapter 4 and what answers to it today, that sacred names are found on bill-heads, bills-of-lading, stationery and such things in the city of Cain. How incongruous! He would turn away from all this and speak of Enoch, as the seventh from Adam, who prophesied about the Lords coming amidst his holy myriads. And so one would dwell on the exercise and its result, on what the seventh means, and see what is worked out from it, and what the Spirit of God means by referring to it in this epistle which deals with apostasy, in the midst of which we are found today. He would direct our attention to each of the preceding names also, for it is a time when Cains world is spreading out in commerce, music and social life. It needs exercise to get out of chapter 4, the line of imitation, and get into chapter 5, the line of life. That line of life goes through, silently I might say, and secretly, but none the less, surely. In Seth, we have the principle of recovery as it says in chapter 5: 1, the book of Adams generations. Chapter 2 gives the creation; chapter 5 introduces a restored Adam, reaching a fixed state of things in his son. Then Seth has a son and he called his name Enosh which means man as weak and mortal; that is, he accepts a dying condition. How important to remember our mortality. It is in the acceptance of this that we reach the seventh from Adam, for they all die but Enoch. He reached the full result of the exercise spiritually, and got the gain of all that preceded. Let us too, beloved brethren, get the gain of exercises, and not lose them. The devil is out to rob us of the full result of any exercise. So when these testings come we should not say, God has allowed them; it is preferable to say that He orders them; He means something to accrue to us through them, as it says, All things work together for good to those who love God. It is seen palpably in Enoch. It is the heavenly side; he walked with God. I mention that to show the great result of this exercise; it says that after Enochs son was born he walked with God three hundred years. The birth of his son is the moral reason for his walking with God. There is now a son in his house; maybe there had been a little selfishness previously, a little indifference, but now a son is born for this exercise and he realises that he must look to God as never before. But there is another reason for this exercise and that is to dignify and glorify Enoch. Walking with God became characteristic of him; he did it three hundred years! No doubt he prayed the day his son was born, but what a difference at the end, after the scourgings and the discipline, for that is the significance of his name. He would realise that divine scourgings are the scourgings of love, for God scourges every son whom He receives. Let us not shrink from it, dear brethren; it is all to bring us into the gain of the seventh from Adam. We scarcely know what our hearts are capable of. But the tests, year after year, bring out the depths of our hearts. We thus get to know ourselves and to judge ourselves aright. 

    Jude also tells us that Enoch had the light of another world, and as he prophesied of that world and of Gods coming with his holy myriads. Enoch would no doubt think of coming with Him. How he would shine in view of this. The light of this came, I believe, at the end of his life. God would open up the world to come to him as he walked with Him. Alas, how few are in the good of that world! But as Enoch walked with God, the reality of it would lay hold of his soul, and he would see the Lord coming. What encouragement it would be to him! But I am thinking of the result in its heavenly character. Being the seventh and caught up, he would be equal to the place into which he was introduced, for God placed him there. Were we left to ourselves we would never be equal to such a change, but we may be sure Enoch was completely restful in that heavenly place, for he would have the sense that God was sufficiently pleased with him to translate him. I believe the present discipline of God is to make us equal to this; for His discipline in the wilderness is as ordered as His counsels in eternity. Paul helps as to what is before us. He says, Whether in the body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows; such a one caught up to the third heaven. His was no mixed condition, nor was he conscious of any unsuitability as caught up into that holy spiritual altitude. I wish for myself not to miss anything of these exercises from Adam to Enoch, for I do not believe that God will translate to heaven what does not suit Him down here. 

    In Acts 9 we have another end reached. It says, The assemblies then throughout the whole of Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace. This alludes to the end of a period of exercise, and marks a division in the book. Following the suffering of the twelve, the death of Stephen, the conversion of Saul and his reception by the brethren at Jerusalem, we are reminded that God had reached an end, which affected all the assemblies. Some here may remember conflict of twenty-five years or more ago, but what was the culmination? This scripture in Acts 9 is the first allusion to assemblies over a wide area being affected for good. No ground was lost! It says they had peace and were edified. One might ask the question, Are we being edified? Edification is a characteristic of local companies. Are we able to edify one another in our local gatherings even though they be small or isolated? The power for this lies in the Spirit. Edification is never wanting if love is present and active. In a wider sense the body is self-edifying in love. It is not a question of gift. The smallest and most isolated company may be self sustaining if these features are found in it. And then, walking in the fear of the Lord is an important matter also. It is a certain deliverance from the fear of man and the world. The fear of man brings a snare, we are told. And then they were comforted too. This word is from the same root as Comforter: it brings out the thought of a divine Person spreading comfort. What qualities are these, as seen in the local company, rendering it independent as divinely constituted, having peace, being edified, walking in the fear of the Lord, and then multiplied through the comfort of the Holy Spirit. You would hesitate to add to any company except on these lines, for what is added must be of a piece with what is there. 

    In Acts 15 it is a question of doctrine. There was a great danger of cleavage. Judaism had been introduced at Antioch, and now at the end of chapter 15 we find two brothers alienated, two great servants of God, Paul and Barnabas, and what is recorded is not by mere formal mention but because of the results that accrued. Paul chose Silas and together they go forth committed by the brethren to the grace of God. This is not said of Barnabas. Paul may have had warm feeling but he is, in principle, commended by the brethren. He will not take a man like John Mark with him; he will not partake in others sins, nor will he take with him one who would weaken the service, but a brother like Silas and later, Timotheus, brothers who adorned the path. He passed through Syria and Cilicia confirming the assemblies. He was not on party lines  he confirmed the assemblies. It says they instructed them to observe the decrees determined on by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. Think of the apostle Paul, the greatest servant on earth, yet he carries out the results of the service of others, and in this sinks his own importance. How delightful it was to heaven to see him distributing those decrees. It was the best thing he could distribute. It was not the latest ministry, but it had its place in binding the brethren all over the world. How Paul would surrender his own importance to do this! so that nothing is lost as the result of this exercise. The assemblies were confirmed in the faith, and increased in number every day. 

    Let us not miss, beloved brethren, what God has for us today. He would look for more heavenly mindedness with us, affording him pleasure in view of translation; and then peace and comfort and then multiplication, and then confirmation in the faith. 

  
    Jude  CONFLICT (JT 90)

    Jude 1 - 3; Judges 4:1 - 9; Judges 4:17 - 24

    I have in mind to speak of conflict, not as ordered and advanced by leading brethren, but conflict in which all the saints participate, as representing the motherly element. 

    Jude regards the saints in a peculiarly affectionate way. Indeed in that respect his epistle is a model for ministry, for he addresses the saints as called ones beloved in God the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ. He had in mind to write to them of the common salvation, but owing to the exigencies of the time he was obliged to write about conflict. It is well for a servant to be free before the Lord that he can turn from one thing to another under His direction, and according to the need amongst the saints. But whilst Jude writes of conflict and covers the ground of the activities of evil from the outset, dealing in the main with evil and how it is to be met, he does not fail to bring in what edifies. Our conflict is thus seen in a wholly affectionate setting, not provocative, but as the necessity of love, and he speaks of the saints in this endearing way as beloved in God the Father. Then he speaks of the opposers under various heads in the most denunciatory manner ending with a specious form of opposition coming to light in these last days in persons who set themselves apart, natural men, not having the Spirit. 

    I have no doubt that the allusion is to the great sacerdotal system, in which the principle of separation is pushed forward as assuring a certain prestige among men for holiness, as it may be seen in the flesh in those who are called natural men, not having the Spirit. We are therefore to be warned against any attempt at separation on official lines, for anything outside the Spirit is spurious. I doubt whether this great system that I have in mind could exist, from its head downwards, without this principle of ostensible separation from what is natural, for they are really natural thoughts and natural motives underlying this so-called separation. We have to contend with the most masterly combination of evil that has existed at any time. In saying that, one is reminded of a certain narrowness to which we are prone, not only in regard of the Lords people  for the full work of God is seen in us in our having love for all the saints, as in Ephesians and Colossians  but also in respect of the organised evil that is working. We have but a small estimation of this organised opposition to God, an opposition that is effectively designed to nullify all truth, and especially the faith. The faith once delivered to the saints, as it is expressed here, alludes not only to the truth as we may have it in terms and doctrine, but to what is held in the soul, apart from which the truth is not really of any power. Holding it in terms or in writings, in itself is not power, for the kingdom of God is not in word, or even in doctrine, but in power. That means that the truth is held in the soul, but on the principle of faith. This great opposition that I am speaking of had in mind to destroy the dispensation. Whilst holding the truth, they hold it in unrighteousness, and thus they make the dispensation one of sight and not of faith, whereas it must be of faith or it is valueless. This dispensation is one in which the Lord is hid from the eyes of men, the heavens having received Him until the times of restitution of all things, Acts 3: 21. He is apprehended by faith, and the system is developed in the souls of Gods people on the principle of faith. Jude in speaking of the faith once delivered to the saints, refers to what was delivered by the apostles, and that was on the principle of speaking in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

    We are told that they began to speak ... as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth, Acts 2: 4. The speaking was on the principle of faith to faith, so that what was presented  the apostles doctrine  was held in faith. Christianity was never intended to be an accredited system of doctrine held in this world; that is what christendom has become, each system having its own creed and doctrine in conformity with eastern custom. The divine thought was to deliver the faith to the saints, to persons who were trustworthy. 

    This is how the matter stands in Judes mind, and he writes to the saints as called ones beloved in God the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ. He is dealing with us from an elevated standpoint, and he reminds us in his epistle of the kind of conflict that the archangel Michael carried on. Michael disputed with the devil about the body of Moses  a remarkable issue! It might be said, Why make that an issue? But if Satan makes anything an issue it must be contended against. If he wanted the body of Moses, he wanted it for some pernicious purpose. We are therefore guided negatively, as I may say, by what Satan does. We have to watch what he is doing, and you may depend upon it that whatever he does is against Christ in some way or other, and he is not to be allowed one inch. We are told that Michael contended with the devil for the body of Moses, but he contended in a comely way. It might not be expected that comeliness would enter into warfare with the devil, but no circumstances should draw us away from what is proper, from proper feelings and sentiments. The worst kind of adversaries are to be regarded in a comely way, and certainly so if it be a question of those known to be our brethren. If issues are raised, it behoves us in conflict to behave in a comely way. Here Michael does not bring a railing accusation against the devil, but says, The Lord rebuke thee. It is as if the dignity of the person can only be met by divine rebuke, and God will not fail to stand at our side. However provocative conditions may be, the Lord will never fail to stand by, nor to act, so that the enemy gets no advantage by any lack of comeliness on our part. 

    As I have already said, Jude brings in the saints as conveying the motherly element, and he says, But ye, beloved, ... praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God. What a word that is, dear brethren! How we are clothed with affection! Having a clear view as to the end, a hope in our souls, we may be assured that the Holy Spirit will develop in us all those instincts and feelings that are proper to the mother, so that some we save with fear. There is tenderness to the persons, pulling them out of the fire, but in this the militant spirit is seen, in that even the garment is hated. We must not be afraid of the word hate  hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. How easily a garment may slip in which is seemingly acceptable, and the spot be unnoticed! These filthy dreamers in Judes mind are spots in your feasts. They are unnoticed, sunken rocks, it may be, but therein is their deadly danger. One might say much about garments amongst the people of God. Garments have a great place in Scripture, even a skin. God began making garments by using skins, and Leviticus contemplates the possibility of garments being spotted by leprosy. Even the profession of Christ might have the spot in it, so that there must be the hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 

    That is how Jude regards us in calling upon us to contend earnestly for a known thing, something once delivered to the saints. As elsewhere the Lord warns certain as to how they receive and hear, so now they must not let slip the faith once delivered. How one would love to have heard the apostle speak. 

    How one would love to have heard the Lord speak. It is said that they marvelled at the words of grace that proceeded out of His mouth. With what grace, with what power the faith was delivered! As the apostle Paul says, I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you 1 Corinthians 11:23. How were the Corinthians using it? How were they misusing it? They were falsifying it. That precious thing which was so delivered, having been received directly from the Lord, became beclouded in course of time with all kinds of incongruities and idolatries; but the Lord has rescued it for us, as He has rescued the faith. It has been redelivered to us, so that we are to contend for it. It is an urgent matter, the faith once delivered to the saints. This bondman of Jesus Christ sees what is necessary, and turns aside from that of which he would have spoken  the common salvation  to speak of this. 

    I desire to show from Deborah how this is amplified in the Old Testament, and to point out that Jabin, king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor, is really a type of what I have been saying. Hazor was the head of the nations in Joshuas time, but it was destroyed and burnt with fire. This implies that, in introducing and delivering the faith to the saints, there was the overthrow in their minds and hearts of the great political system that then existed. Rome stood in those days in the place of Hazor; it was the head of the nations. The apostles did not attack it openly in a political way, but they brought in what completely superseded it in the hearts of the saints. They brought in Jerusalem above, the city of God. They brought in the nobility, the assembly of the firstborn ... registered in heaven Hebrews 12:23. In a word, on the principle of faith they brought in a system centred in heaven that effectively set aside the one that was established on earth. The great political Romish system was set aside; not openly, for the authorities were prayed for as before, but the saints were delivered from all national or political interests and prejudices. 

    In Joshuas time it was completely destroyed, yet in Deborahs time we find the same title, Jabin. He is said to be king of Canaan, which would imply a spiritual setting, I apprehend. The system had revived, but in another way, as it has in our own time. Instead of dominating politically, this great system has endeavoured to dominate spiritually, and has so far succeeded. Let nobody be asleep as to that. The more we are asleep as to that position, the better the enemy will like it. The Lord would enlist our sympathy as to what is in the way of opposition in the world. But what is so striking is this, that in spite of this enormous concentration of power  nine hundred chariots of iron  a woman is the leader against it. 

    Jabin reigned in Hazor, and Sisera dwelt in Harosheth of the gentiles; the head of the army had a different residence from the political head, showing how ramified the system was. There is a great abiding centre with ramifications all over the world, and we are not to be asleep as to it. The power is universal and is especially set against the operations of God in relation to the assembly. It is the maternal element that meets this. The only effective check to that system is the truth of Christ and the assembly. The greatest check it ever received spiritually was the revival of the truth of Christ as Head of His body  the assembly  down here. The more we keep to these two great principles, the more effective will be our preservation of the truth once delivered to the saints, and the more effective will be the check to this opposition. I am not saying that the opposition is confined to that system only, for it permeates the whole of christendom. Even with those who turn away from the truth in independency you will find the same kind of thing. It is official opposition to Christ as Head of the assembly here; and if we are to rise in any sense to the idea of the Lambs wife, it is for us to be contending for what belongs to Christ, for what was once delivered to the saints. 

    Deborah was judging Israel at that time; this was not accidental. We might have thought that an Othniel would be needed here; but no, Deborah judged Israel at that time. And who is Deborah? Whence is Deborah? Typically, she is a believer who has commenced by gaining the victory over himself. Of what use is any one of us in the army of God, save as we have gained the victory over ourselves? That is indeed the greatest victory, that in the power of the Spirit I should set aside my own will, my own importance, my own distinction, and think nothing of myself, and be able to say with the apostle: no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me; but in that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me, Galatians 2: 20. 

    Now that is Deborah. It says, she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel. I speak of this because it applies to each of us, for the evidence of christianity in any one of us is necessarily null and void apart from personal victory over oneself. Unless I acquire that, I am of no use in the army of God. This great moral victory over herself obviously gave Deborah prestige in the eyes of the brethren. Apparently she never proffered her judgment, but they came to her for it. It is a sure sign of spiritual progress and of overcoming when the brethren ask counsel of another. Why should I not be able to give advice? Even in Corinth, shallow as the christianity of the Corinthians was, the least in the assembly was to be set to judge in certain matters. Every one of us ought to be able to give some advice, and certainly, as Nehemiah says, to take counsel with oneself; but of course I take the Lord into that counsel, and never act apart from Him. Then I am also to recognise the Holy Spirit as dwelling in me, so as to learn to enquire inwardly, for Johns ministry would make us introspective. Thus we should acquire spiritual status and moral weight amongst the brethren. 

    So it says, they came up to her for judgment. You can see how the people would come up to that woman as she dwelt under her own palm tree. She would not be filled with pride because the brethren came to her and asked her questions. She is said to be a prophetess, a remarkable expression in Scripture, conveying the mind of the Lord. Is not that a word for the sisters? It says also that she was the wife of Lapidoth, and Lapidoth refers to light. She is his wife, and a true one. One great feature of a wife is subjection, as the assembly is subject to Christ. United in the conflict. Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded? It is urgent. If the Lord has commanded I have no choice. 

    The next thing is to bring in the responsible element, which makes room for the leaders. Deborah was a mother in Israel, and the mother will not ignore the responsible element, or the feminine element. Hence Barak, not Deborah, is commanded; but she says, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded? and it was for him to Go and draw towards mount Tabor. The battle was the Lords and He was selecting the battleground. Many a time the truth suffers because we attack too soon or too late, or the ground is ill chosen. In the days of Absalom the battle was in the wood of Ephraim  a poor battleground, for the wood destroyed more than the sword. That should not be. The weapon of destruction should be the sword, the word of God. So that the battleground is selected by God and the victory is assured. I do not go into all the details, because they are well known; but I would just show how the Lord would call old and young, brothers and sisters, into this, to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, and contend for it on the line of personal victory over oneself, of subjection to the husband, and of respect for the Lords commandments. So the battlefield was divinely chosen and victory is assured, for the Lord fought for Israel. 

    I conclude by calling attention to Jael, the wife of Heber, so that we might see how this same principle runs through this particular conflict. If we are successful in conflict, it will come to the doors of others of our brethren; faithfulness in conflict encourages others to come into it. Jael had no common interest with Deborah, her house was at peace with Jabin, and her tent was apparently open. But the very fact of her being at peace was used against the enemy, showing how that when we are right with God in the conflict, when our motives are pure and the faith alone is at issue, God brings everything into action for success. Here is a woman who obviously had no personal motive, and yet she is brought into the conflict in the most effective manner, and what she deals with is the head. She sees that in that head, as it were, the power lay. Just as headship according to God is Christ so we see that headship on the enemys side is in someone else. That is the idea from the very outset, that the opposition was to be overcome by the enemys head being bruised. The serpents head was to be bruised, and it has been bruised. So here the head of Sisera was pierced with a tent-pin by the hammer in a womans hand  a remarkable triumph. 

    I am speaking of this because it is important to see that as we are faithful in contending for the faith once delivered to the saints, the thing spreads and others come into it effectively. Jael takes what is available and she smites Sisera, so bringing to nothing the whole system of Jabin, king of Canaan. So to finish the beautiful history of Deborah, her song in the next chapter speaks in most affectionate and deferential terms of her sister in the conflict. Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed shall she be above women in the tent! The feminine side, as contending, is brought into blessing in the mind of the Spirit of God. Then you have the final word: let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might. That is the prospect, dear brethren. The conflict is really a question of a long time and there is this beautiful ending: let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in his might. 
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