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    THE PATHS OF LIFE (CAC 19)

    Proverbs 1; Proverbs 2

    I trust it may be helpful to us all, and especially to the young believers present, to look at the divine principles which are set forth in these chapters. I need hardly say that we do not get the light of Christianity in the book of Proverbs; but we get principles and encouragements and warnings which can be viewed now in the light of Christianity, and which are full of instruction. We see in principle the characteristics of those who take hold of the path of life, and how they are delivered from the ways of darkness. 

    In the first place, The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge (1: 7). The natural man cannot know the things of God, because he lacks that which is the beginning of knowledge  there is no fear of God before his eyes (Romans 3: 11, 18). This being the case, it is evident that there must be a work of God in man to prepare him for the reception of divine knowledge. The new birth is an absolute necessity. A man who is born anew has the fear of God before his eyes, and he begins to look at things from an entirely new standpoint. The natural man judges of things without any reference to the will of God; he does what he likes  so far as he has opportunity  and is a god to himself, He may be moral or religious, if that be the bent of his mind; but he does not really fear God, and therefore has neither a just sense of what sin is, nor a true appreciation of grace. 

    The one born of water and of the Spirit hates evil (see Proverbs 8: 13), though he may have to say, What I hate, that do I (Romans 7: 15), and he hates it because it is displeasing to God. By the fear of the Lord men depart from evil (Proverbs 18: 6). It is this holy fear that causes those born anew to cease practising evil and to separate themselves from the company and ways of the ungodly, thus bringing forth fruits meet for repentance. It also causes them to abhor themselves because they discover that sin dwells in them, and that in them  that is, in their flesh  dwells no good thing (Romans 7: 18). 

    But, on the other hand, In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge. The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death (Proverbs 14: 26, 27). Those who fear God are always marked by confidence in Him, of which prayer is the expression. That it can be said, Behold he prayeth, is one of the first and surest signs that a divine work has begun in a soul. It is man  the needy and guilty sinner  turning to God for relief and refuge and salvation. The fear of God never leads a man to despair, but to strong confidence in God, so that however vile and guilty he may have been, he has an instinctive sense that he may look to God with confidence for pardon and salvation from the power of evil. The fear of the Lord thus becomes a fountain of life, for it not only causes a man to hate evil and to depart from the snares of death, but it turns him to God as the Source of life and every blessing. 

    Then, His children shall have a place of refuge is very full of meaning if we connect with it (as we surely may) the thought of all that is provided for man by the grace of God through our Lord Jesus Christ. He has made atonement by the sacrifice of Himself, and God has raised Him from the dead; and now the forgiveness of sins is preached in His Name, and by Him all who believe are justified from all things. Such was the gospel preached by Paul at Antioch to those who feared God (Acts 13). Judaism stood condemned by its rejection of Christ, and the heathen world was fully ripe for the judgment of God. But there was then, and there is now, a place of refuge for those who fear God. CHRIST is made known, in the day of His rejection by Israel, as the Saviour of the world. It is not a Christ accepted and honoured here  a Christ after the flesh  whom we have to do with. It is a Christ rejected and crucified here, but who has at the moment of His entire rejection by man accomplished redemption, and who is now raised again and set at Gods right hand. He has been in the place of evil, as made sin for us, so that everything contrary to God might come under judgment. Evil has neither been ignored nor compromised in any way. It has been fully dealt with according to divine holiness in the death of Christ, so that grace might reign through righteousness. And Christ risen is the glorious Witness that redemption is accomplished, that sin is judged, that sins are purged, that God is glorified, that grace is triumphant, and, in short, that God as a Saviour God has removed every barrier that stood in the way of mans blessing. 

    All this is now proclaimed in the gospel, and made known to all nations for the obedience of faith. Those who believe find a place of refuge in God Himself  revealed in grace as a Saviour God. The gospel tolerates no mixture of self-righteousness or self-confidence in any form; God alone is the confidence and boast of His children. And as He alone is the Refuge of His saints, so His thoughts and His love are the only measure of their blessing. It is of the greatest importance that we should be simple in our sense of GRACE, and that we should not allow the enemy to divert us from it. To turn back to the consideration of ourselves  our feelings, works, attainments, etc.  or to suppose that religious observances, sacraments, and law-keeping are necessary or advantageous in addition to Christ and the Grace of God received by faith, is really to leave the ground of Christian blessing and to become fallen from grace (see the Epistle to the Galatians). The gospel by which we were begotten to the knowledge of God was a gospel of absolute grace, and it brought to our hearts the joy of blessings conferred by pure grace. It was no question of what we were, or of what we could do, but of what GOD was, and what GOD would do for the gratification of His own heart. 

    In connection with this we may apply the principle of the words, My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: for they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck (Proverbs 1: 8, 9). We have been begotten by the testimony of grace. Whatever servant or instrument God might be pleased to use, it was the testimony of His grace by which we were begotten, according to 1 Peter 1: 23 - 25, Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away, but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. In this sense the testimony of Grace is our father, while Jerusalem which is above  the whole blessed system of heavenly grace which is established and set forth in Christ in glory  is the mother of us all (Galatians 4: 26). The Galatians were slipping quite away from the gospel by which they had been begotten, and had fallen from grace. They had, for the time, become deaf to the instruction of their father, and had forsaken the law of their mother, and the result was that they had lost their ornaments of grace. They must have quite lost the sense of sonship, and lacked the fruit of the Spirit. If we depart from Grace we depart altogether from God, and from everything which can maintain freshness, power, and spiritual joy in our souls. In short, we lose our divine ornaments, and drop down to the level of religious flesh. 

    It is as being under grace that we can walk in liberty and joy in the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord is the practical recognition in the soul that we are now to be here for Gods will and not our own. Just as self-will is characteristic of the flesh, the fear of the Lord is characteristic of those born of God. It is really the spirit of obedience and subjection to God. It has been said that obedience is the only exercise, save praise, of life to God. As we walk in the fear of the Lord, under His eye and in subjection to His will, we get practical deliverance from mere human expediency and from the motives and principles of action which control men in the world. 

    I put it to every one here, Do you know the grace and love of God, so that you can trust Him with your happiness? You have trusted Him for the eternal blessing of your soul, but can you trust Him with your happiness day by day? A desire may arise in your mind for something that you would not like to pray for. Now you may be quite sure that anything you cannot pray for, and that you cannot receive from God in grace and love, will not minister in the smallest degree to your true happiness. God would have our confidence in Him to be so strong that we should be afraid to touch anything that we could not take as directly from Him. It was so with our blessed Lord. The devil said, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. Was not bread a good thing for a hungry man? Had He not power to do what was suggested? Yes, indeed, but He would not depart from subjection to God. He would not make a loaf for Himself without a word from God. He set Jehovah always before Him. 

    While walking in the fear of the Lord, and with godly exercise, it is deeply important that we should keep very simple in the sense of grace. We fail in many things, and then the enemy seeks to take away the sense of grace, so that distance may come in between us and God, But 

    GRACE IS SUPREME,

    and as we know this we are encouraged to go straight to God even when we have failed. He is the God of all grace. We have to judge ourselves, but we do so in the presence of infinite grace. The lowest point in the universe is death, and we see grace there, for Jesus by the grace of God tasted death. The highest point is the throne of God, and grace is seen in glory there, for Jesus is there. So Christ fills all things in the moral universe, and we cannot look at any point between the dust of death and the throne of Gods glory without seeing there the blessed Witness of Grace. How this encourages confidence in God as the God of all grace! 

    There is an important word here which I commend to every young believer. My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not (Proverbs 1: 10). The secret of many an unhappy and unfruitful life can be found in the inability to say No. If you want an accomplishment that will be of practical service to you as a Christian, cultivate the power to say No. There are many sinners around, and there is also a sinner within, ready at all times to entice you from the paths of life. They only consult to cast you down from your excellency, and to move you away from your true happiness. You must not parley with them; you must not compromise; you must say No. When a neighbour, or acquaintance, or fellow-worker in the shop or the office asks you to go here and there for worldly pleasure, or offers to lend you a worldly book, that is the time to say No. It does no good to get out of such things by making excuses. If you make excuses they will keep on at you, but if you quietly and graciously tell them you cannot do as they desire, and why, it is very probable that they will not trouble you again. 

    Then, as I have said, there is a sinner within. The desires and tastes of the flesh may often appeal for gratification. The flesh in us is as fond of the things of the world as ever. The first qualification of a disciple of Christ is the ability to say No to himself. If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me (Matthew 16: 24). 

    Then we get the voice of Wisdom addressing itself to men (Proverbs 1: 20 - 33). Every divine testimony is the voice of Wisdom, and if men be willing to hear that voice, and to turn from their sin and folly, the Spirit of Wisdom is poured out unto them, and Wisdoms words are made known to them. The voice of Wisdom today is the gospel of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and those who hear it receive the Holy Ghost. It is when we have heard Wisdoms voice, and received Wisdoms Spirit, that we are free in conscience and heart to make wisdom, understanding and knowledge the great object of our pursuit and search. My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee, so that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God (Proverbs 2: 1 - 5). 

    I greatly desire that all our hearts may be attracted by the blessedness of this. The worlds philosophers profess to be searching for wisdom, but with them it is a mere abstraction  certain conceptions of their own minds in which they can take pleasure. For those born of God wisdom is set forth in the Person of Christ, the Son of God, and God would have us to enrich our souls by searching out the priceless treasures that are enfolded in Him. He is unto the Jews a stumbling-block, 

    and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1: 23,24). 

    We read that wisdom was with God from the beginning, or ever the earth was .... Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men (Proverbs 8:23; Proverbs 8:30,31). Would you not like to know more of the Person in whom Gods wisdom is now presented to men? More of the Blessed One whose heart was so set upon you that He would go to the cross to die for you, that He might have you for and with Himself for ever? 

    Christ is the Wisdom of God in view of all the questions which sin had raised, and which appeared to make the blessing of man and the accomplishment of the purposes of divine love impossible. How perfectly has God solved every problem and removed every difficulty, taking away in holy judgment by the death of Christ the man in whom sin had fully displayed itself, so that Christ in resurrection might be the Head and Centre of a new world for Gods pleasure and glory! Christ is the Wisdom of God for all this; and not only do we see in Him a Resource which was more than equal to every difficulty that stood in the way of loves eternal purpose, but we also find in Him the perfect and blessed Revelation of God. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him (John 1: 18). To find the knowledge of God is the great prize set before us, to be sought as silver and searched for as for hid treasure (Proverbs 2: 4, 5). And where can this be found, save in the beloved Son who declared him here, and in whose face as the risen and glorified One all Gods glory shines? 

    Now I should like you to note three things which characterize the one whose heart is set upon the acquisition of wisdom. First, he has Wisdoms Spirit. Of this we have a distinct intimation in Proverbs 1: 23. I do not think anyone goes after Christ with much spring and energy of soul, or becomes very deeply affected by a desire to have the knowledge of God, until be has received the Spirit. To believe the gospel and to receive the Spirit by the hearing of faith is the beginning of our Christian history; but it is only the beginning. We have to come under divine teaching, and to feed upon proper spiritual food, in order to grow and be formed in divine capacity to understand divine things. And this is subsequent to the reception of the Spirit. Nothing can be more injurious to souls than the supposition that they have reached full Christian stature because they have the Spirit. I admit that every one who has the Spirit is complete, just as a new-born babe is complete. But the babe must feed and grow in order to come to full stature, and so must the saint. 

    True growth is by the knowledge of God revealed in His beloved Son. It is of Him that the Holy Ghost ever delights to speak. He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you (John 14: 26); He shall testify of me (John 15: 26); He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you (John 16: 14, 15). We have received Wisdoms Spirit that we may be interested in these blessed things, and capable of apprehending them. The anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him (1 John 2: 27). 

    The Father has been perfectly revealed in the Son, and now the Holy Ghost abides in us as a divine anointing, to teach us to find the fulness of grace and truth in Him. Everything that constitutes wisdom is to be found in Christ. People sometimes talk about development in Christianity, but everything that goes beyond, or is added to Christ is really apostasy; it is simply departure from the truth and is of the father of lies. The effect of having Wisdoms Spirit is that we find all truth  everything that constitutes wisdom  set forth in Christ the Son of God. 

    But, having such an unction to teach us, how is it that we have not gained more of the knowledge of Christ? We know much of other things, but oh! how little do we really know of Christ! How is this? I think we may find the answer by looking at the second characteristic of those who are set upon getting wisdom. 

    My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; so that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding (Proverbs 2: 1, 2). It is necessary that we should have the inclined ear and the applied heart. The ministry of Christ is maintained here in the power of the Spirit, but often we fail to get the good of it because we lack interest in it. 

    Did you ever go to see a believer when your heart was full of something you had got from the Lord, the joy of which you were longing to share with some fellow-saint, only to find that his mind was preoccupied with other things, so that there was no response to what you were saying  no real interest in the matter? Did you not feel hindered and grieved, and did you not come away with a heavy heart? Methinks that is how the Holy Ghost feels oftentimes with us. He looks for us to have the inclined ear and the applied heart. We may be sure that Rebekah was as anxious to hear about Isaac as Eliezer was to tell her about him. Oh! that it might be so with us! 

    We need not suppose that Wisdoms voice is silent today. In wonderful grace God has maintained and revived the ministry of Christ amongst His saints. To this end gifts have been given  some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ (Ephesians 4: 11, 12). It is wonderful how the Lord has maintained in ministry amongst His saints that which is really the voice of Wisdom, especially when we consider how numerous and powerful are the influences which tend to silence that voice. None of us here can say that God has failed to bring before us in ministry that which is of Himself  the ministry of Christ. The question is, Have we had the inclined ear and the applied heart? If believers  young or old  do not get enlarged in the knowledge of Christ, it is not because help and ministry are lacking, but because they have not the inclined ear and the applied heart. Some would like to be helped without the trouble of paying any attention to divine things. From sheer spiritual idleness or indifference they starve in the midst of plenty. 

    No one set upon the acquisition of wisdom would fail to give attendance to reading. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works (1 Timothy 4: 13; 2 Timothy 3: 16, 17). We may be sure that a man who neglects Scripture has neither the inclined ear nor the applied heart. But let us make sure that meditation and prayer and holy exercise go along with our reading. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all (1 Timothy 4: 15). Do not read too much, or you will find that it becomes a mere mental exercise. I came across an old farmer one day in trouble about a cow which he said was off her cud, in consequence of having eaten too much the day before. If you read beyond your power to meditate it will do you no good. It is better to get a little that we can meditate upon than a great deal merely in the way of information. 

    The third characteristic of those who are set to get wisdom is prayer. If thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding (verses 3 - 6). God does not give us what we do not want, but He fills the hungry with good things, and satisfies the longing soul. If we seek spiritual blessing from God, we shall surely get it. Ministry is not of very much value to those who are not seeking and searching for Gods hid treasures, though, of course, God may use ministry to awaken exercise and desire. Do we pray in secret for more knowledge of Christ? We may read the Word and pray for comfort in our circumstances of sorrow or difficulty; we may read and pray in connection with our service; but, beloved brethren, how much do we in secret long after the deepened knowledge of God? 

    The great gain of having wisdom is set forth in verse 5, Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. The fear of the Lord practically excludes the world, and the flesh with its lusts. It shuts out all that is of ourselves according to the flesh. Then the knowledge of God brings in everything that is excellent and blessed for the endless satisfaction of our hearts. This, in a word, is wisdom. We recognize that all that is of ourselves is evil, and we judge ourselves, but while doing so we find infinite blessedness in the knowledge of God revealed in His beloved Son. We rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 

    Then, as to the path down here, it is a comfort to know that the Lord preserveth the way of his saints (verse 8). We shall meet with hindrances, difficulties, and obstacles. Satan will do his best to stop us  to tell us that there is a lion in the way  but the way of Gods saints will be kept open by divine power to the end. The path may become narrower as Christendom drifts into open apostasy, but it will be wide enough for the faithful one to have the Lord at his right hand all the way through, so that he shall not be moved. To the faithful ones in Philadelphia He reveals Himself as having the key of David to open and shut, and He says, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it (Revelation 3: 8). He will to the end preserve the way of his saints. 

    The effect of having wisdom is that we understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path (verse 9). It is by the knowledge of God that we understand every good path, for as we become more acquainted with Him we learn what is suited to Him. It is not that we have a code of rules to regulate our conduct, but we grow by the knowledge of God in the understanding of what is pleasing to Him, and thus we are preserved from all that is evil here, and we take hold of the paths of life. 

    The two great forms of evil are represented by the evil man and the strange woman (Proverbs 2: 12,16). The evil man represents the active energy of evil, or positive self-will; the strange woman sets forth the seductive power of evil. As we get wisdom we become really afraid of our own will. It is a terrible thing when self-will works in a believer, because it puts him in conflict with God, and must result in soul-misery and the loss of all joy. Well might the Psalmist pray, Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me (Psalm 19: 13). Self-will is like a demon which, when it is allowed to have dominion, carries a man on in utter disregard of the will and pleasure of God. 

    Then the strange woman is more the seductive power of evil. It is the secret, subtle, and often unsuspected influence by which souls are turned away from the Guide of their youth and from the covenant of their God. The world often attires itself in a religious garb in order to beguile saints, and many fall into the snare. Little things, and seemingly innocent things, come in one by one. There is no sudden breakdown to alarm the conscience. The course does not seem to be much changed, but gradually and surely the believer is altogether diverted from the paths of life. 

    But by having wisdom we get deliverance both from the evil man and the strange woman. God is before us  well known in all-blessing grace and love  and as Grace reigns in our hearts the power of self-will is broken. 

    The Fathers love with joy we own, 
 Revealed in Christ the Son. (178:7)
 

  
    WISDOMS PREACHING (JT 4)

    Proverbs 1 - Proverbs 7

    JTI had the thought of wisdom in mind, and the only question was as to the connection in which we might take it up. I had thought of Proverbs 8 as a basis. 

    It is important, first of all, to consider the person through whom the subject is introduced here, that is, Solomon. He is presented in a double way: as Davids son, and as king; and what that sets forth in antitype is the power of God presented in Christ as Son; so before we have the unfolding of divine wisdom we must have the power of God in evidence. If sin has come in, and Satan has a footing in the world, we must have the overthrow of evil before there is the unfolding of divine wisdom. Evidently, too, power is required to carry out wisdom. Thus it is very significant that David is not the one to introduce the subject of wisdom, but Solomon. Solomon represents Christ as Son, and exercising the power of the kingdom as such. At the beginning of his reign he was especially marked by wisdom, so much so, that David entrusted various things to him on account of his wisdom. His kingdom was ordered in accordance with wisdom. 

    AFMWas there not a testimony to that in the two pillars erected before the temple, that is, as conveying the two thoughts of power and wisdom? 

    JTJachin probably refers to Gods faithfulness  He will establish. Boaz is strength. 

    AFMWe see peace established, and wisdom and power coming out in the kingdom. 

    FLI suppose wisdom is personified here. 

    JTAfter all the instructions in the book given for our extrication from evil, Wisdom gives an account of itself at the end. The instruction really begins in chapter 1, and has in view the conditions in which men are found consequent on the existence of evil. Finally, the full effect of wisdom will be manifested. We shall see that later in connection with the mystery. The wisdom of God is seen in the assembly now. 

    ARSWhy does Wisdom wait until the end to give an account of itself? 

    JTIt was there from the outset, only it did not formally introduce itself; it introduces itself and gives its own history in chapter 8. 

    ARSYou mean that it was there, but there was not any eye to see it? 

    JTIt was there from the outset, every divine operation has been in wisdom. It states that here, only it does not introduce itself formally till it has done its work; man would not have been capable of appreciating it. 

    FLI suppose the idea of wisdom here is divine skill and resource; it is always ready; it has its own designs and also the perfection of skill in carrying them out. 

    JTThat is of great importance at the present moment, because the idea generally is that you are forced to adapt yourself to the conditions around you; but the wisdom of God is wholly independent of man, so that the saints are independent of man, because wisdom is always available to them. If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God. The presence of the Holy Spirit involves that wisdom is here. 

    ARSThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

    AFMWill you distinguish between wisdom in its application to God, and Christ being made wisdom to us? 

    JTChrist being the wisdom of God is unlimited, but it could not be unlimited in its application to us. 

    Christ is made wisdom to us, and this signifies that we are wholly independent of mans wisdom. One turns to the Lord in the sense of that. 

    ARSThe wisdom of this world is foolishness, so that if we begin to adapt ourselves to the circumstances about us we are all wrong. 

    JTWe are wholly independent of the world; because divine wisdom is available to us, Christendom is the result of adaptation to circumstances; they say they must do so and so because conditions have altered. Conditions have altered because of sin, but Gods principles have never altered, and He can carry out His principles without man. God is independent of man, as is shown in that Wisdom was there from the outset. He has allowed the power of evil to show itself first so that He might display His power to meet it in the unfolding of wisdom. I think it is of great importance to see that the man through whom wisdom has come is both king and Davids son. The combined power of evil was overthrown by David, the antitype of whom is Christ in His death and resurrection. Then in Solomon, who typifies Christ in resurrection, we have the full unfolding of divine wisdom; the scene is cleared of all impediments, and now God can carry out His operations. 

    The book of Proverbs opens with the means of extrication from evil; then in chapter 9 Wisdom builds her house; she establishes her system; but first there must be the complete extrication from evil. She tells us that she was there from the beginning, but the great point is that man must be delivered. In chapter 1 we get described a commercial combination for gain; see verses 11 - 19. There is one purse; the object is to acquire gain; greedy of gain, they take away the life of the owners of it; they take away the means of a mans livelihood. That is just the principle of the great commercial corporations. Then in chapter 7 you have the religious power; there it is seduction; it is Babylonish in character; but here in chapter 1 it is the world in its commercial features. It is important to see that Wisdom foresaw the conditions which Christians would have to deal with. Here the speaker says, My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path, verse 15. 

    LTFWisdom would keep a man outside of it all. 

    JTWisdom is considering for you. It is not announcing itself here, but considering for you as having to do with these conditions. Then in verse 20 it preaches Wisdom crieth without. 

    CADoes not the thought of relationship come in? She addresses My son. 

    JTYes, you cannot understand it unless you see that; Wisdom has to do with sons; you are exposed to these things, and Wisdom comes in for your help. These great trusts and their leaders would not commit murder in a literal sense, but they would think nothing of taking away a mans means of livelihood. 

    HGIs Wisdom more than light? 

    JTIt is light for a labyrinth; it shows you the way out. 

    RSSIt is heavenly and divine light for your earthly path. 

    JTWhen Wisdom gives her own history we learn that she was there from the beginning. 

    ARSWisdom shows the way out, but does it give you power to go out? 

    JTIn applying it to Christians the power we have is the Spirit, and He is the power consequent on the overthrow of the power of evil. Solomon is king here. The one who speaks is king, and so he has all power. I have connected it in my own mind with the gospel and the assembly; the gospel is the means of extrication, and the assembly is where Wisdom is established and unfolded. In chapter 1, verses 20 - 23, Wisdom preaches: Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: she crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you. In the last verse she makes a wonderful proposal. She proposes to pour out her spirit. Each individual must understand the working of Wisdom in his own experience, because we have to do every day with this complicated system of things. It is of all moment to see that power precedes wisdom. Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

    JSDo we see Wisdom before power at the outset? 

    JTYou must have power to carry out Wisdoms plans. Wisdom was actually there before the power was manifested, but you must have the overthrow of evil, which requires power, before Wisdom can be unfolded; that is, power is known before Wisdom. But when Wisdom gives an account of herself, we find that she was there from the outset. Evil is overthrown for you practically to the extent to which you hearken to Wisdom and follow her advice; otherwise you are not practically free. 

    RSSWhat would you give as a definition of Wisdom? 

    JTI think Wisdom is the form that divine love has taken, in our case, for our extrication from evil. Divine wisdom is never haphazard. A human father is prompted by love, but he is not always wise. But God never did anything at all without Wisdom, therefore Wisdom is the form which divine love has taken, in our Case, for our extrication from evil. 

    RSSIt is presented in Christ, so that He is said to be Wisdom. 

    JTThe point is to see that God delighted in Wisdom and Wisdom delighted in men. I believe we fail to discriminate between expressions. God delighting in Wisdom is not exactly the same as God delighting in Christ, although Christ is Wisdom; and Wisdom delighting in man is not exactly Christ delighting in man; the thought is, that that order of being could not be improved upon, so that Wisdoms delights were in the sons of men, not in angels. Wisdom has taken up an order of being as its ideal, and since man is that order he is the greatest created being, greater than angels. We must discriminate. You might delight in your child though the child be far from perfect, but if Wisdom delights in a thing it cannot be improved upon. 

    JPIf you put Christ instead of Wisdom you put in an interpolation and hinder yourself. 

    JTThe order of man that Wisdom has in view here is only seen in Christ, of course, but the point is that it is man, and not any other order of being. It is really the sons of men, man viewed in that relationship. The expression sons of men lends a peculiar lustre to the race that Wisdom is engaged with. They are in that relationship. There is nothing morally more beautiful than a son with a father. 

    JSIn chapter 8 it is my son, and both the father and the mother are mentioned. 

    JTIn chapter 4:3 we have the key to the instruction: For I was my fathers son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. One in that relationship is unfolding the subject, and it must apply to Christians, because they are the only ones in that relationship. I read this book as a son. 

    JSIn chapter 4: 7 we have Wisdom is the principal thing. 

    AFMI should like to understand a little more clearly why we cannot use the terms Wisdom and Christ interchangeably. 

    JTThere are many things that you might predicate of Christ besides Wisdom, but Wisdom is specially brought forward to show that God is independent of man and you cannot improve on what Wisdom devises, so that if man is Wisdoms ideal you cannot improve upon him. True wisdom has found its expression in a person, but in itself it is abstract; it is introduced here in this striking way to show that Gods operations cannot be improved upon. We may say that no attribute of God is personified but Wisdom, and that only emphasises that the operations of God cannot be improved by the innovations of man. 

    ARSI suppose that Wisdom and Christ cannot be made synonymous because Christ is really more than Wisdom, and you cannot head up all that He is in that term. 

    JTYou cannot make an attribute cover a person. But God shows here that no human innovations are admissible. The greatest combinations of evil are overcome by Wisdom. From the outset Wisdom had set its heart on man; when Wisdom gives a full account of itself, we learn that man had a place with it, he was Wisdoms ideal. 

    RSSChrist is the personification of Wisdom. 

    JTSurely. 

    RSSWhen the discussion was up regarding eternal life the question was asked whether eternal life was a Person or a thing, and the answer was that eternal life was a thing, only as personified. Scripture says, Be is it. 

    JPBut not, It is He. 

    RSSNo; Wisdom is an attribute here. 

    JTWhen Christ did anything Wisdom was doing it. Take a skilled mechanic at his machine: skill is working, but the operations are through his brain and hand. In Luke, for instance, I think you have the operations of Wisdom, but it is acting through Christ, and you could not improve on it. Wisdom was doing the things through Christ. Christ is Gods wisdom. What divine wisdom devises and accomplishes cannot be improved upon or added to. 

    RSSIn this connection you defined Wisdom as the form divine love has taken for our extrication from evil. You speak of grace as the form divine love has taken in showing compassion on man, but I suppose that is a more limited thought? 

    JTOne thought in Wisdom is exclusion: it cannot admit of innovation or addition. The thought of grace is moral greatness. You get an illustration of it at the end of Luke: that repentance and remission of sins should be preached ... beginning at Jerusalem. That is grace; it is moral greatness; God can rise above the greatest expression of evil. 

    RSSI suppose it is a more limited thought, but is there an analogy? 

    JTBoth are found in Christ, but there is moral greatness in grace; no man is excluded. God is greater than the wickedness. 

    AFMThen we have Wisdoms children. 

    JTThere is nothing more interesting than the children begotten of Wisdom; we find one of them in Luke 7. Wisdom had taken form, and this woman was a product of it. Her conduct in Simons house in every way justified Wisdom, Every. Christian is one of Wisdoms children. 

    JPIt is a beautiful scene and accords with the passage: in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence, Ephesians 1: 7, 8. 

    JTThe earlier chapters of Proverbs have in view the world in a general way, where sinners are, and our deliverance from it. In chapter 7 we have the religious world, and again, as in chapter 1, the appeal comes in to the simple one. 

    QuesWhy is the religious world prefigured by a woman? 

    JTBecause she has a husband, and the husband has gone on a journey and taken a bag of money with him. In chapter 1 the bag of money comes in as an important consideration; there is one common purse. But she is not concerned about the money; he has taken it with him; she is simply concerned to seduce and destroy. We have to meet that; there is moral destruction in her seduction. Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her. Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death, chapter 7: 24 - 27. 

    R.S.S. Who is the woman? 

    JTI think we are justified in connecting her with that which has proved false to Christ. We have in her that which is destroying souls. We find her counterpart in Jezebel and in the harlot that rides the beast in Revelation; it is really Babylon. 

    R.S.S. Where is it today? 

    JTIn the huge religious system that is false to Christ. It is destruction to souls; it is devilish; there is no hope if one is caught in her snares. For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her, Proverbs 7: 26. The whole point is to hearken to Wisdom; she is endeavouring to save you. You hear the voice of Wisdom in the gospel; the gospel announces all the elements of deliverance. It is Wisdoms voice. 

    HG-THWhat about the hidden wisdom that we read of in Corinthians and Colossians? 

    JTThat leads on to the other side, to the establishment of Wisdom. We come to this in chapter 9. The first thing is to see how adaptable Wisdom is to everyday circumstances. Furthermore, Wisdom is turned to judgment: Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles and some of them they shall slay and persecute, that the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation, Luke 11: 49. There Wisdom is seen in judgment. Light had been presented to the world, and knowing full well that the world would reject it, the Lord declares that all the righteous blood, from Abel onwards, would be required of it. The way of righteousness is obedience, the contrary is lawlessness. 

    HG-THIn connection with what you were saying as to divine judgment, is it because all has been fully expressed in Christ? 

    JTIt is because the full light of the Son has come out and has been rejected. Christendom in taking a worldly position has taken upon itself all the previous crimes of the world, so that all the guilt of the race will be meted out upon it. It is very remarkable that Wisdom is connected with judgment. 

    RSSWhat is the point of that? 

    JTThat God would establish His own righteousness, and hence He acts judicially. He knew what man would do, but God acts wisely. It is Wisdom acting again. He sends the apostles and prophets so that His judgment might be fully justified. He acts wisely; Wisdom is seen in every act of His. 

    Another interesting thing is that discipline for Christians comes under the head of Wisdom, and I say that because the quotation in Hebrews 12: 5, 6 comes from this book. In these verses you look at a Christian under discipline. At times we almost wonder at the extremely severe discipline a man may be suffering, but it is the Wisdom of God dealing with a son. 

    RSSWe see another side of Wisdom, it is spoken of as resource. 

    JTI think we have included that thought in that God is wholly independent of man. 

    RSSThe wise man is the man with resource. 

    JTGod cannot be baffled, nor can you baffle a spiritual man. It is very interesting to see how Wisdom began to show itself. David had called Solomon a wise man and had committed various things to him for that reason, but Solomon, in speaking of himself to God, says, I am a child, and he asks God to give him wisdom. God gives it to him, but He puts it to the test. The two harlots come before Solomon. No human wisdom could say to which the child belonged, but Solomon was not baffled, he asks for a sword and commands to cut the child in two. Wisdom knows the heart of a mother; it shows the resource of wisdom. Solomons wisdom took that form, he could tell the heart of a mother. It is seen perfectly in the Lord; He knew the heart of a mother, and at the city of Nain He had compassion when He saw the widow weeping, and He raised her son. Wisdom takes account of what is going on in the human heart. 

    RSSI should like to read from Ecclesiastes 11: 13 to end. This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me: there was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man. Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor mans wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good. I think that is an excellent illustration of resource. 

    JTIt is a most touching allusion to the Lord in this world: He delivered the city, not by direct power, but by wisdom. Man was surrounded by evil and the Lord brought in deliverance. Yet no man remembered that poor wise man. 

    AFMIt is seen, too, in the cases of Joab and Adonijah, 1 Kings 2. 

    JTThere it is seen in judgment; they were really apostate; the incident can be taken to represent the apostate spirit in the last days of Israel. Adonijah says, I will be king, and Joab supports him; then Wisdom judges. It is very touching to see how it could also understand and relieve a mothers heart. The woman whose child it was not represents the hardness of the natural heart. 

    HG-THHaving the Spirit is not enough of itself, but it is the divine capacity to answer to Wisdom. 

    JTWisdom proposes to pour out her spirit upon you in chapter 1. 

    QuesDo you connect Wisdom with understanding? 

    JTWisdom says, I am understanding. 

    JTWisdom has reference more to how things are done; understanding is more subjective; it is a quality that you acquire by the Spirit. Abigail was beautiful and of good understanding. That is really the assembly; she is intelligent, by the Spirit, as to the mind of God. 

  
    ORNAMENTATION (JT 15)

    Proverbs 1: 8,9; Proverbs 25: 11,12

    My thought is to speak about ornamentation. This is a prominent feature in creation, and God has particularly designed that His house in which He dwells should be ornamented. The most casual observer will have noted the ornamentation in the physical creation. As we look up into the heavens we are impressed by the wonderful variety of ornamentation, and we can understand the word which says, By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens, Job 26:13. The words of the Psalmist also are very striking, The heavens declare the glory of God. Psalm 19:1. 

    And so, when we take account of the earth, we see this ornamentation in a less degree, but nevertheless in great variety. One may mention mountains, hills, trees, rivers and lakes; they all speak of divine beautification. And again if we think of all that is living, beginning with man, we see also a wonderful variety of ornamentation and beauty. When Adam saw the movements of life in each species, he named what he saw according to the intelligence which God had given him. Hence we find in the Scripture references to a creation representative of strength and beauty. 

    In Romans 1:20 we find that we are to learn from all these things, for it says, For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead. 

    Further, we see from 1 Corinthians 11:14 that nature itself teaches us, and in that way God has surrounded us with instruction. We learn what moral beauty is in the behaviour of the woman in the sight of God, as it says the hidden man of the heart ... even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. 1 Peter 3:4. 

    Having come to the thought of moral beauty in a sister, a believing woman, we may turn to Proverbs, as it brings out in a particular way the means of this ornamentation. Solomon had through the help of God a great appreciation of it, not exactly that of the celestial, or heavenly, although he even refers to that, but he enlarges specially on what is terrestrial, or earthly. He spoke of trees and herbs; he was a man with great appreciation of trees, he used them for his buildings and knew their value well. It says that he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall, 1 Kings 4: 33. Anyone in his day wishing to understand botany had to listen to him. 

    What would answer to the cedar tree in the New Testament is illustrated in the woman of Sidon; Matthew 15: 21 - 28. The Lord, the true Solomon, had gone even to the coasts of Tyre and Sidon; He was about to bring out the truth of His assembly and went there to look for materials. When the woman took a dogs place the Lord said to her, O woman, great is thy faith. Matthew 15:28. The greatness of the cedar tree began to appear when she accepted the absolute nothingness of what she was. 

    Proverbs is a book that speaks of the Son of the Fathers love, the book begins, The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, Proverbs 1:1 and in Proverbs 4: 3 he says, For I was my fathers son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother, so that this book is of peculiar interest to those who are sons. It is addressed to sons by one who himself knew this relationship. He was not only son of David, begotten by David, but he was a real son to David and we are therefore free to speak of this book as suggesting to us the Son of the Fathers love. 

    You will remember the passage in Colossians 1:12,13 Giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. What precious words these are for young believers, as well as for us all! The Father has brought us out from the authority of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of His love. It is not only the kingdom, but it is the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. It is the rule of Him who is in the bosom of the Father, as John says, We have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14. We are brought into His kingdom. 

    But now what He would do is to beautify us so that we may shine with Him in His kingdom, and in this kingdom we shall be happy and satisfied. When the queen of Sheba came to see all the glory of Solomon, she exclaimed, Happy are thy men. 1 Kings 10:8. What a great thing it is to be one of Solomons men, to be amongst those that shine together with him in his kingdom And he indicated at the outset what was in his mind in writing this book, To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; to give subtlety to the simple, to the young man knowledge, and discretion. A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels; to understand a proverb, and the interpretation the words of the wise, and their dark sayings, Proverbs 1: 2 - 6, and then (Proverbs 1: 7): The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. This statements shuts out at once all the men of knowledge in this world, for if they have not submitted themselves to God in Christ, they have not the beginning of knowledge, because the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. 

    No part of this knowledge can be apprehended without the fear of the Lord. The epistle to the Romans has in view to awaken the fear of God in man. The first thing, therefore, is this, that God has a right to our bodies, and so we present them a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is our reasonable service. In the fear of God we have knowledge, we know that God has a right to us and we present our bodies a living sacrifice to Him. 

    But we should also be adorned, and the next verse gives us the way in which it is brought about: My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: for they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. Proverbs 1:8,9. Let us consider this! 

    It speaks here of the instruction of a father. Solomon knew what the instruction of a father implied; he was brought up tenderly by David. I hardly know of an infant, with the exception of our Lord Jesus, who is so interesting as Solomon. There are infants indeed in Scripture which we can dwell upon with interest and pleasure, such as Isaac, Joseph and Moses, but when we think of Solomon, we have one who has certain features suggestive of our Lord Jesus. The name itself signifies the love of which he was the object. It was said of him that Jehovah loved him. And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet, and called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord, 2 Samuel 12: 24,25 which means that the child was of interest to Jehovah. Further on we see that God said, He shall be my son, and it was as Jehovahs son that Solomon built the temple. It says of Moses that he was fair to God (Acts 7), but of Solomon as a child, it says that Jehovah loved him. 

    Our spiritual beginning is of special interest to God. As it is written, When Israel was a child Jehovah loved him. Hosea 11:1. When he was a child. God never forgets the freshness that marked our early spiritual beginnings. But when we think of Christ as a babe, Solomon was but a figure of Him. Luke and Matthew provide us with the details. Luke speaks of the Lord as a Babe, Matthew as a little Child. Luke also gives us the Boy and the Man. And so Christ is the One really that is in view in Proverbs. When Solomon said, I was son unto my father, Proverbs 4:3, we think of what Christ was to God, as seen in the gospels. 

    The prophets speak of Him in His wonderful humiliation, as it is written, He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed. Isaiah 50:4. All these scriptures speak to us of what He was to His Father. 

    Solomon knew a fathers affections and a fathers instructions and could speak of this to his sons, and therefore it is so important that we should learn through the instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ, as He says, Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me. Matthew 11:29. 

    Then we have also the teaching of the mother mentioned here, because Solomon also knew a mothers affections. He says that he was tender and only beloved in the sight of his mother; Proverbs 4:3. We have to understand the tenderness of the mother; it refers typically to the spirit of the saints in the assembly. The father represents the authority of the Lord, because authority is vested with the father. Fathers are to bring their children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. But if there is only authority, the mind of the child is not developed, so it needs the teaching of the mother. We can understand what a son Solomon was to his mother Bathsheba. She had no doubt light in her soul as to Gods thought that He intended that he should build Him a house. We can therefore understand what care she would have for such a son. She was anxious that he should have a training that would make him suitable for his high destiny and great service. But there is not a single believer whose destiny and service are not greater than Solomons. We should ever have this in view when we think of our young brothers and sisters. 

    The believers in Thessalonica were very much like Solomon, because it says that they were beloved of God, and there is no believer that is not loved by God. He could send us a Nathan to tell us that we are beloved, but One greater than Nathan has come, the Holy Spirit, and He has shed abroad the love of God in our hearts. Therefore each one of us is loved by God, and when we think of the young ones in the light of this, how concerned should we be that they may receive the tender teaching of the love of a mother amongst us, as Paul said to the Thessalonians that he cared for them, even as a nurse cherishes her children, With him was found the skill of a nurse, and he was waiting with the care allied to the affections of a mother in order that the Thessalonians should be brought up in the light of the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. Colossians 1:13. 

    I think that you can see the importance of the fathers instruction and the mothers teaching, and how they have in view ornamentation. He says, For they shall be a garland of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck, Proverbs 1:9. How delightful to look at a company of saints with grace about the head and these chains about each neck, to find these two beautiful things instead of the pride and ugliness and stiffness of the flesh. A garland of grace is something far greater than any garland bestowed on a Roman conqueror. You see how the believer is ornamented with this garland of grace and this chain of love. 

    Let us now look at chapter 25. The first chapter speaks of what we are as to our appearance, and such are an adornment in the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, but chapter 25 has reference to His speaking. Observe that this chapter begins with the proverbs of Solomon, which had been transcribed by the men of Hezekiah. These proverbs had hitherto been neglected, until it was all brought out again in the light through the faithfulness of certain men. 

    The first is that it is Gods glory to conceal a thing (Proverbs 25:2). We find that God in His love has wonderful things concealed. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 1 Corinthians 2:9. Love finds its joy in surprising with its gifts. 

    But the honour of kings is to search out a matter. Proverbs 25:2. Those who had a place in responsibility as kings did not search out much. If the kings prior to Hezekiah had been faithful, they would have searched out these proverbs. And so it says that the honour of kings is to search out a matter, that is, it is the obligation of those that have a place of responsibility before the Lord to search out matters, and the Holy Spirit who has come down from an open heaven searches all things, yea, the deep things of God. 1 Corinthians 2:10. 

    And we also have to speak about all these things, and therefore we have very wise injunctions in the fourth and following verses, Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the refiner. Proverbs 25:4. The dross must be removed. And then verse 6, Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men. Proverbs 4:6. To be able to speak one has to begin in great meekness, because it is better that one says to thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen; as the Lord says in Luke 14: 8, when He drew near to the house, When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room. Further on in our chapter, it says, that we should not go forth hastily to strive and debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another, Proverbs 25:8,9. That is to say, we should walk in a brotherly way with one another and not disclose personal things about each other, and so A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver Proverbs 25:11. 

    We have seen how our appearance is described in chapter 1, and then we find that our words are to be spoken at the right time, so that they are like apples of gold in pictures of silver. How attractive it is to find these features in the people of God! 

    Finally it reads in verse 12, As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, is a wise reprover unto an obedient ear. Proverbs 25:12. In all these verses we get instruction that we should not only adorn the house of God, but also our own appearance by the words we speak. Let us therefore covet to speak these words, so that they may not be only on the walls in our houses, but on our tongues. How truly would a word remain in the heart, that has been spoken in season. This book is full of words, that have been spoken in season. When a rebuke is necessary, it needs a wise reprover. An unwise reprover only turns away the one he reproves, but a wise reprover is like an earring of gold. That is to say that the one that receives the reproof will receive it as a token of infinite love. The ear has heard and received the reproof of love, and from that time that ear bears this beautiful ornament. 

  
    PARENTAGE RESULTING IN ORNAMENTATION (JT 21)

    Matthew 1:1; Genesis 22:2; Genesis 24:1-4; 1 Chronicles 28:9,10; Proverbs 1:8,9; Proverbs 31:10,11; Proverbs 31:26-28

    I have before me to speak about parentage, and to show that the effect of it, as presented in Christ, is seen in the ornamentation of the house of God. The idea of ornamentation, as most of us know, has a great place in Scripture, and in no connection is it more interesting than in the divine family. We know, from observation, that the physical creation is wonderfully ornamented. This is also verified by Scripture; for it is said that God garnished the heavens, by His Spirit; Job 26:13. They not only serve men on the earth by way of light, rule and guidance, but are wonderfully ornamented. The earth too is ornamented with all that which is pleasing to the eye of man, as created by God, who, at the beginning of mans history, provided a spot for him in Eden; in which there were all manner of trees planted by His hand. It is not simply that the earth was to bring forth, as in chapter 1 of Genesis, but the Lord God planted the garden eastward in Eden; and then the four-headed river flowing out of Eden to water the garden, suggests the same idea of ornamentation. 

    But when we transfer this thought into the spiritual realm, how much greater must the ornamentation be, for we are told that the God of glory appeared to our father Abraham, Acts 7:2. It is quite obvious that the God of glory in taking up the great progenitor of the spiritual family, had in mind that there should be ornamentation of the highest possible order; so the book of Proverbs, which is intended to represent to us the teaching and training of the family of God by the Son of the Fathers love, abounds with references to ornamentation. The first is that found in the passage I read in chapter 1, which flows from the believer, or member of the family of God, hearkening to the instruction of his father and not forsaking the law of his mother. It should be an ornament of grace on his head and a chain about his neck. Now in order to unfold this for our profit, I shall dwell on the two patriarchs that Matthew introduces at the outset of his gospel. They present the parental idea. It says, Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham. These two great patriarchs are mentioned because of what is set out in them respectively, for what is set out in them is but the reflection of God Himself. The idea of father necessarily originates with God, and it is presented in Abraham and David. The Spirit of God intends us to gather from them Gods thoughts of fatherhood, so that we as saints should learn to be sons unto Him. Jesus is said to be the Son of the Fathers love, and we believers are said to be translated into His kingdom (Colossians 1:13), and as in that kingdom, we are to learn how to be sons. It is a wonderful thing to be one of the sons of God; as it says, Ye are all Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus, Galatians 3:26. It is one thing to have the light of the wonderful relation in which we are set to God, but it is quite another thing to be in that relation as consistent with it. Solomon was qualified to speak to us, as he does, in this book, for he was consistent. I was a son unto my father, he says; Proverbs 4:3. He behaved as a son; and what a comfort he must have been to his father! How he foreshadowed the greater than Solomon in so doing! In every movement of the heart of Christ, in every thought, word, and act He was a Son unto His Father. I do always, He says, the things that are pleasing to him, John 8: 29. It was, as it were, 

    His very life, He ever considered what pleased the Father. I was a son, says Solomon, unto my father. Proverbs 4:3. I suppose the Old Testament affords no child like Solomon. He was the second child of Bathsheba, as you will remember, and it says when he was born that Jehovah loved him, and He sent by Nathan the prophet and called his name Jedidiah, as if to point to the Lord Jesus, the true Son of His love. David and Bathsheba would have in their minds, in the training of that child, what he was to God. He grew up in the tenderest affections; so that in the midst of a house in which disaster followed disaster, there was one who was a son unto his father. As Absalom arose, in usurpation of right and slew his brother, how David would revert to this precious child who had been marked out as the object of Gods affections; then, as Absalom later rebelled, stealing away the hearts of the men of Israel from David, how he would revert to Solomons constant heart, which was not stolen away, which no attraction could steal away! He says, I was a son unto my father, Proverbs 4:3 and as such, he qualifies (as foreshadowing the Lord Jesus), to address young men and young women, and indeed, all of us, as to the importance of hearkening to the instruction of a father, and not forsaking the law of a mother. 

    I want now to show how David (who is mentioned first in Matthew), had come, through discipline, to the full patriarchal thought. You will remember that in his first great gospel address, Peter refers to David as a patriarch. Reviewing the history of his house, however, we should have to agree with him in his last words that he failed as a father; he says, Although my house be not so before God (2 Samuel 23:5); but at the end of his life he had come, through discipline, to the patriarchal thought, and so fixes his mind and heart on Solomon. Nature, as ever, had been untrustworthy; David had said, Oh, 

    my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died in thy stead, 2 Samuel 18:33. Very far was he removed from the true, divine patriarchal instinct in bemoaning the one who typically was antichrist! But now he comes to Solomon, whom he had always loved, but comes definitely to him. It is thus that a believer develops that state, in which he is representative of God. One of the greatest things in Scripture is divine representation. God works in His people in order to bring them to a state in which they can represent Him fully; so in Davids history he comes, as he is about to die, to the full representation of God. As Solomon was a son unto David, so now David is a father to Solomon. He has before his eyes, in David, a true representation of divine Fatherhood, brought near to him in his own father after the flesh. God had said that He would take Solomon to be his son. David is in entire accord with God in these closing chapters of 1 Chronicles. It is most important that young people should have in their parents after the flesh, a true representation of God. Parents are to represent God, and His discipline, in their families, to the end that He should be brought near to their children in them. Thus the children are encouraged to be true sons; Solomon says, I was a son unto my father. Proverbs 4:3. David says, And thou, Solomon, my son, know the God of thy father, 1 Chronicles 28:9. You see how truly in line he is with God. The One who is thus presented to Solomon in the patriarch, as the words that follow show. He says, Serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind; for Jehovah searches all hearts, and discerns all the imaginations of the thoughts. If thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cut thee off for ever. There is no provision, in the least degree, for the flesh now. Solomon has been given to understand that he has to do with God, and that David his father after the flesh, is but a representative of God to him. What an advantage to Solomon, that the divine thought in parentage should be brought near to him, in the father whom he had known all his life! 

    What I want now to show is that this patriarchal idea has in view the great conception of the house of God. God had told David He would build him a house, that He would take Solomon to be His son, that he would be a Father to him; but now David is thinking of Gods house; not of his own house. The nearer fathers get to God, the more they are concerned that their houses should be contributory to the house of God. Generally men think of themselves, of their own glory, in connection with their families, but David is concerned about the house of God. I would beg every parent here to take account of this, that David had come to the true patriarchal idea, and was thinking of his son in relation to the house of God. What a wonderful contribution Solomon was! It says here: Jehovah has chosen thee to build a house for the sanctuary: be strong and do it, 1 Chronicles 28:10. I beg fathers to take account of this, for it conveys in the plainest manner that our sons and our daughters are to be contributory to the house of God; they are not intended to build up this world, nor adorn it. Think of a son of a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ being trained up for this world, so as to be fitted to adorn and build it up! It is contrary to the true patriarchal thought. David here is thinking only for God, and affords a pattern for us. 

    David is mentioned first in order in Matthew, because Matthew introduces the King; but the patriarchal thought in regard to royalty is not simply that there should be a King, but that the kingdom should lead to the house. In other words, the assembly which is the house of God, is in view in Matthew. Those of us who understand Matthew will be aware that he presents the Lord Jesus ministering in houses more than any of the other gospel writers; and he develops the idea of a house-holder, because his thought is to furnish believers so as to have part in the house of God. If we understand Matthew, we can understand why it is that David is mentioned first, because it is a question of the King; the King considers for God, and provides Him a house! It is in Matthew that you find the Lord Jesus speaking of His assembly. God intended to have the assembly as His house. As the apostle Paul says, Gods house, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth, 1 Timothy 3:15. In other words, the true patriarch in Scripture takes account of Christ and the assembly; therefore, every parent should be enlightened in regard to the mind of God in relation to the assembly. If you read through Matthew, in that light, you will be impressed with the importance of having your house according to God, for the Lord took up houses in which to set out His ministry in that evangelist. 

    I wish to go on to Abraham now, because we find the same thought developed in him. I read in Genesis 22 because it says that Abraham loved Isaac: Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac. You can see thus how the introduction of Abraham, in Matthew, bears on the relation of God to Christ. David brings in the King and the house, Abraham brings in the Son and the bride. Abraham loved Isaac and, as loving him, he would secure Rebecca for him. You see therefore, how the patriarchal thought in these two great men works out in result in Christ and the assembly. The one is the Kings Son, as one may say, who builds the house; and the other is the Son of the Fathers love who has the assembly as His bride. Abraham sent the chief servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had, to secure a wife for his son, saying to him, Swear ... that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; but thou shalt go to my land and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac, Genesis 24:3,4. That was the mark of a true father. By way of emphasising what I say, note the recurrence of the word Abraham, in the opening of that chapter. Scripture never uses a word needlessly or incidentally; and if a word is repeated, as here, it is to call our attention to what it conveys. Abraham means great father; the great patriarch not only thinks of his son personally, but of his wife; and it is the suitability of the wife that is before us here. She is to be in every way suitable to such a son and must be of his lineage. Abrahams concern as to this emphasises the patriarchal thought: it works out not only in regard to Christ but in regard to the assembly. Rebecca typifies the assembly as she is known now; Christ as rejected by Israel, finds comfort in Rebecca. It means that the saints, being of the same family as Christ, as being born of God and having the Spirit of Christ, are thus fit to comfort Him who loves us. Isaac loved Rebecca. The first mention of love in Scripture is attributed to Abraham, he loved Isaac; the second reference is to Isaac, he loved Rebecca. We thus have brought in here through practical consideration and care, a circle of affection, the affection of the father for his son, and the affection of the son for his bride. These are striking thoughts, worked out in these two great progenitors of Christ according to the flesh, presented to us in the beginning of Matthew. 

    Let us now look at the verses in Proverbs 31. The virtuous woman, presented at the end of the chapter, is a divine delineation of the assembly. It is what the assembly is, as seen in the mother. I need not enlarge further upon the father; this chapter gives us the mother. She is a woman of worth, such as Rebecca was. She is confided in by her husband: Her husband confideth in her. Then you get a description of her in her various fields, which I cannot touch on now, save to dwell, for a moment, on what proceeds from her mouth: Upon her tongue is the law of kindness. The assembly is to reflect her husband, Christ. What He is, she is. It is indeed Christ femininely, that is the divine conception of the assembly, so that the believer in coming into the assembly, is impressed with her grace and consideration. There is a reflection of Christ, and of heaven itself, in that circle. So that you have the law of kindness. How the saints who form the assembly, as in subjection to Christ, and as having the Spirit of Christ, care for those who come in! There is the law of kindness, for such it is. Think of this in contrast with that which assumes to be the spouse of Christ, that wicked, worldly system, of which we all know something, how different is that from the law of kindness found with the assembly! So her children rise up and call her blessed. She has children, believers are accredited to her. They are brought in as the result of her exercises and prayers, and the preaching of the gospel; they call her blessed. The Lord says of Jezebel, Her children will I kill with death, Revelation 2:23. How dreadful to be the children of that wicked system; of her who calls herself prophetess! The Son of God says of Thyatira: Thou permittest the woman Jezebel, she who calls herself prophetess, and she teaches and leads astray my servants to commit fornication and eat of idol sacrifices. And I gave her time that she should repent, and she will not repent of her fornication, Revelation 2:21,22. He says, Her children will I kill with death (Revelation 2:23); that is how He regards her. But how does He regard the true wife? Her children call her blessed, for divine instruction is there in her teaching, in her mouth is the law of kindness, and then her husband praises her. You see the sharpest contrast between Jezebel and the virtuous woman, the woman of worth, the true assembly of God. She is formed of true believers, who love Christ and who are united by the Spirit to Christ. She is the true mother, as the apostle Paul says, Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother, Galatians 4:26. We not only have a Father but we have a mother. Gideon, as you remember, enquired of the kings of Midian what sort of men they were that they slew at Tabor. They said, As thou art so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king, Judges 8:18. Gideon says, They were my brethren, the sons of my mother (verse 19). He says nothing about his father. It is quite obvious that Gideons mother formed her children according to God. They were patterned after Gideon, and so were like him. Gideon had to throw down the altar in his fathers house. He had also to take the second bullock (not the first), and offer it up in obedience to Jehovahs word. Nothing is said about his mother in these instances. It was what his father had and was responsible for. In his reply to Zebah and Zalmunna, Gideon praised his mother, in accrediting to her the likeness which existed between his brethren and herself. He says, They were my brethren, the sons of my mother. How dreadful that they should be slain! The slaying of them was the condemnation of the Midianitish kings, as the slaying of the Lords people will be the condemnation of the world. The murder of those that are like Christ is equally condemnatory as the murder of Christ Himself. I refer to this to get the thought of the character of the assembly, the sons of the mother. So we listen and receive the instruction of the Father, the Father as presented to us in Christ, as I have been endeavouring to show, in Abraham and David, to bring out in detail the divine idea of fatherhood. We are enjoined to hearken to the instructions of our father and not to forsake the law of our mother, to the end that there shall be a garland of grace on our head, and a chain about our neck. I suppose the garland on the head denotes the dignity of intelligence, the dignity imparted by divine intelligence; and the chain around the neck suggests the adornment of affection that comes from the mother. 

    There is a further thought in chapter 25. It says, As apples of gold in pictures of silver, is a word spoken in season. Proverbs 25:11. How much mere nonsense is spoken amongst us; which the apostle Paul speaks of as Foolish talking, or jesting, which are not convenient (Ephesians 5: 4); it is not ornamental; whereas a word fitly spoken is. If one goes through the four gospels, how many gems we shall find which came from the lips of Christ! They were As apples of gold in pictures of silver. The apples of gold refer to what is of God, which came out thus, from the lips of Christ, and was made good through His work of redemption; so that the picture is complete. Then it says, An ear-ring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, is a wise reprover upon an attentive ear Proverbs 25:12. These ornaments are seen in those who as divinely intelligent, know how to speak a word in season, like the Lord, whose ear was wakened morning by morning, to hear as the instructed; Isaiah 50:4. As knowing God, we are able to reprove. Perhaps one of the most difficult things is to reprove. You are almost certain to arouse resentment by a reproof, but a wise reprover on an attentive ear is like an ear-ring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold. Thus you see, we learn from the father and the mother how to be ornamental according to God, in the house of God. 
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    THE WISDOM OF GOD (FER 19)

    Proverbs 2: 10 - 17; Proverbs 8: 1 - 36

    It is evident from these scriptures that it is a great day when wisdom entereth into thy heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul. Wisdom is the great preservative from the evil that is in the world in its two great forms  the violent man and the strange woman. The young are especially exposed to the influence of evil, and things are presented under subtle and deceptive forms, and so become attractive to them, unless wisdom has entered into their heart and knowledge has become pleasant to their taste. That is the great end to be desired, and which I should like to see brought about in those dearest to me. There is often a disposition on the part of the young to consent to the truth, but without desiring it so as to be governed by it. If we know wisdom at all, we appreciate very highly its great value to us in this world of evil. God makes us know divine wisdom; what could be a greater favour? Many things appear fair to the young which are really in the way to destruction. God, in His wisdom, allows evil to dominate in the world, but it will not always be so; He will put it down, but until that day the world is a scene of temptation and danger, and very specially so to the young. 

    I desire to give an idea of wisdom, while feeling my own inability for it. I suppose all will allow that wisdom is Christ. He is the expression of it. Christ is spoken of in Scripture as the power of God and the wisdom of God; He is the power of God as being the witness and sign of divine intervention; He is also the wisdom of God; and not only so, but He is made of God wisdom to us. 

    What I understand by wisdom is the resource of Gods love, so that the purposes of His goodness might not be frustrated, but that they might be brought into effect. Christ was with God and was God. Wisdom says, Then I was by him his nursling, and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him, but at the same time rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and my delights were with the Sons of men. This brings before us an immense range of thought, and bridges the distance between God and man. 

    I desire to bring before you certain things which in Gods ways have been connected with man down here, but in which, man having failed, the wisdom or resource of God is brought to light. 

    To go back to the beginning. Headship was set up in Adam: he was constituted head, but he soon failed and forfeited this place. Nevertheless Gods purpose as to headship  the purpose of His goodness  was not to be frustrated. Wisdom was by Him, as one brought up with Him. Christ was there, and in due time He comes out as Head over all things. Headship is taken up in the Son of man, so that it cannot fail. 

    Unity was seen in Adam and Eve. Eve was brought to Adam as the expression of divine goodness, that she might be a helpmeet for him, and there was also unity. They twain were one flesh. The woman took an independent course, and unity, morally, was gone; the relationship remained, but what gave point and character to the relationship was gone. But then Christ was by Him; the church is united to Christ, and thus unity can be maintained in saints in such a way that it never can be broken. 

    In Abel we get righteousness, a man accepted of God who bore witness to his gifts that he was righteous; but Abel died by the violence of his brother  he did not remain. But God had Christ by Him, the righteous Man who has accomplished righteousness, and the blood of Jesus speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

    We see government established in Noah, but the one to whom God entrusted government became drunk; he debased himself in the eyes of his children. But wisdom was with God. In the book of Revelation we see the throne, and the Lamb in the midst of it, and before it the seven spirits of God. I was by Him, and so government is secured. 

    Promises were made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They saw them afar off, and by faith embraced them. But what became of those to whom the promises were made? They passed away by death. The promises remained, the men died; they were not relieved of the common penalty of death. But all the promises have their yea and amen in Christ Jesus. All is taken up in the true seed of Abraham, that is Christ. 

    Sonship was seen in Israel. Israel had this special and peculiar place; he was Jehovahs son, His first-born, and Jehovah said to Pharoah, Let my son go, that he may serve me, Exodus 4: 23. God would be served in liberty by His son. But Israel fell into idolatry, and were carried away beyond Babylon. What became of the calling? It is taken up in Christ. Out of Egypt have I called my son (Matthew 2: 15), and liberty to serve God is secured in Christ. 

    Then in Moses we have the prophet, in Aaron the priest, and in David the king. Moses failed, and could not enter the land; Aaron had a hand in making the golden calf, and died in the wilderness; and David sinned and fell under the penalty of death. Well, Christ is Prophet, Priest, and King. I was by him, and everything is secured. 

    In Nebuchadnezzar we get power given of God to the head of the gentiles, but Nebuchadnezzar sets up a golden image and uses the power given him to further idolatry, and his kingdom comes to an end  it is given into other hands. Christ is made the Head of the nations, in Him power according to Gods glory is secured. 

    There was from the outset wisdom with God, so that whatever failure might come in on mans part, all comes out in due time for Gods glory, and is seen to be secured in the One who is Wisdom. It is of great moment to apprehend that all things are gathered up in Christ. Scripture is of profound interest looked at in that way. You need to read all Scripture in the light of Christ. The Lord is that Spirit means that He is the Spirit of Scripture. I see three things in Scripture: the Fathers counsel, Christ the great Object of all, and the immediate agency of the Spirit; and from beginning to end I expect to find Christ in it, for Christ is the resource of divine love. 

    We may pass on now to Luke 7: 36 - 50. Wisdom is incarnate here in the Word, and wisdom is justified of all her children. God is bringing to light the children of wisdom, and it is by appreciation of Christ that they are brought to light. The world was tested and exposed, while the children of wisdom were brought to light. Simon and the woman were alike outwardly near to Christ; they both had the same opportunity, but one was a child of wisdom and the other was not. The one distrusted Christ, while the other appreciated Him. There was no sense of need in Simons soul; there was that sense in the woman. The presence of Wisdom here on earth became a most searching test to man, and so it is today; there are those who have the sense of need, and Christ always meets that. Every child of wisdom is of this stamp and type; as such we appreciate Christ. He is wisdom to us, so that no purpose of divine goodness might fail. Forgiveness was part of that goodness. The woman appreciated divine goodness in Christ. She felt instinctively that God was there, and she proved herself a child of wisdom. Simon no doubt thought himself a very wise man, wiser than the Lord, for he said, This person if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. 

    But to go a point further (1 Corinthians 1: 30, 31), what has come to pass is that Christ is made of God wisdom to us. He is a source or stock, so to speak. The man not according to God, the man after the flesh, who was under the judgment of death; that man has been removed in judgment in the death of Christ, that Christ might be the source of a company. Of him are ye in Christ Jesus. Of God in Him. Christ is the source of life; we have received living water from Him. Every christian derives his moral being directly from God in Christ Jesus. 

    It is a great thing when wisdom possesses a mans heart; it is thus we find ourselves in the midst of the paths of judgment, and our treasuries are filled by wisdom. The point to be desired in the experience of christians is that Christ should be in their hearts as wisdom: and He is made wisdom to us that we may not miss our way; it is a great thing to be kept of God. When the woman of the city went forth from the presence of Christ she found a new path for her feet, she did not revert to her previous course. Wisdom undertakes to find a path for us and to lead us in it; the man who is subject to Christ will find that path and be maintained in it by his souls appreciation of Christ. I have thought much lately that christians often do not go the right way to secure their own happiness. If they appreciated Christ and were content to be guided by the appreciation of Christ, they would be happier in this world. 

    If wisdom has entered into the heart and knowledge has become pleasant to the taste, God gives a very special favour, as we see in Ephesians 1:8; Ephesians 1:16-20: The spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him. The practical result of this is, you begin to be conscious of the hope of His calling and of the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, which is in the heading up of everything in Christ. But it is His inheritance in the saints; if all things are gathered up in Christ, the church gets her part in the all things. I could not exclude my wife from anything I possess on earth, any more than from my confidence. And do you think the church is going to come short of that? 

    Another point is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead (verse 20). 

    I ask any here, Do you believe in the reality of the mighty power that is towards you?  that that mighty power which wrought in Christ is really towards you and me to put us into possession of the inheritance? I have often thought that it was impossible but that Christ should be raised, but then the exceeding greatness of Gods power which raised Him is to us-ward who believe. 

    I cannot understand why christians cannot find enough, and more than enough, to take up their attention in what God has presented to us in Christ. What can be more profound than the good pleasure of His will, that every purpose of His goodness should be established in Christ? He is the Man of Gods pleasure, the Son of man that He has made strong for Himself, the Yea and Amen of His purpose. 

    I wonder if we accept all this as reality. It is that, whether we accept it or not. You may depend upon it that the woman in Luke 7 found Christ a very great reality to her; she very much cherished the Lords word in her heart. He was wisdom to her. 

    It is a wonderful thing to find in this world, where all is so intricate, a path which is agreeable to God, through Christ being made wisdom to us. 
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    MARKS OF WISDOMS CHILDREN (CAC 19)

    Proverbs 3: 6 - 12; Proverbs 4: 23 - 27.

    Deep is the joy, and great the peace, of Wisdoms children who walk in her ways, for her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. Gloominess of spirit and a melancholy visage are not among the marks of Wisdoms children; they are rather indications of self-occupation, and clearly show that the soul has not yet crossed what a dear aged servant of the Lord used to call the vanity line. All that is of the world and of ourselves as in the flesh is vanity, and if we look to find satisfaction in that quarter we shall be grievously disappointed. The death of Christ has drawn the line, and proved that there is nothing in the world or in man after the flesh for God. On the other side of the vanity line is a new world called the things of the Spirit, and the Centre of that world is Christ risen and glorified at the right hand of God. There is no vanity and vexation of spirit in that world, and Wisdoms children have their life there. 

    But if in heart and spirit we have crossed the line, we are still, as to bodily presence and actual condition, in a world where Wisdom has not her home  where she is a stranger walking in ways and paths of her own. And her children are known by the fact that they walk in her ways, turning not aside at the seductive invitation of the world, nor straying into bypaths and crooked ways. The instincts of Wisdoms children lead them to walk in her ways, but they have also Wisdoms Guidebook in which all her ways are accurately marked, and every bypath carefully pointed out, so that they are without excuse if they go astray. Tonight, with Wisdoms Guidebook in my hand, I should like to call your attention to five marks of Wisdoms children. 

    1. DEPENDENCE

    Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. Dependence is no way of pleasantness and peace to an unconverted man; it is a dreadful moment to him when he is compelled to realize his dependence on God; he never turns to God unless he is in dire extremity  on a sinking ship or something of that kind. The reason of this is that he has no confidence in God. There is nothing more galling than to be dependent on someone we have no confidence in; and on the other hand, nothing gives such rest and peace to the heart as dependence, if there be perfect confidence in the person on whom we depend. 

    Dependence is the first lesson in the school of God; it is the way of our earliest blessing. We had to be entirely dependent on God for pardon, assurance, peace, and all the blessings which filled our hearts with the joy of salvation; so long as we leaned to our own understanding we got nothing. 

    As I have said, there can be no happy dependence if there is not confidence. Now what is the first mark of confidence in God? To find the answer to this question let us read Psalm 32: 6: I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. God had put His hand upon David, and brought conviction of sin into his conscience, but for some time he kept silence; he had not confidence in God. It is the power of darkness and unbelief that keeps a man silent when he is feeling the burden of his sins. The devil says, Dont think that a man like you will get anything from God; and the unbelieving heart only too readily accepts the foul lie that is intended to keep it in distrust of God. But the first mark of Wisdoms children is that they justify God; that is, they are prepared to own their sin and guilt without reserve before Him, because they have confidence in His grace. They recognize His holy hatred of sin, but at the same time they give Him the honour and glory of His grace (see Luke 7: 29 - 35). 

    I think it must be a great surprise to the devil when a man, crushed under the burden of his sins, turns to God about them. I do not think the devil can understand a sinner having confidence in God. He knows nothing of grace himself, and cannot understand its actings either for sinners or in them. Distrust of God makes the sinner hide from Him, as Adam and Eve did in the garden, but when Grace has wrought confidence in God in the soul the sinner turns to God. As Augustine said, the difference between a sinner and a saint is that the sinner hides from God and the saint hides in God. The first true sign of confidence in God is that we go to Him about our sin, and uncover it in His presence. When a sinner uncovers his sin before God, he learns how, in infinite grace, God can cover it. The word hid in verse 5 is the same as covered in verse 1. To such a man God imputeth righteousness without works, and this through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus (Romans 4: 6; Romans 3: 24). God has secured for Himself in righteousness the title to abound in grace towards every guilty sinner who turns to Him. 

    I trust we all understand something of having this confidence in God; but let me remind you that it is of deep importance that it should be maintained all the way through. When failure comes in, and in many things we all offend, it is always Satans effort to undermine our confidence in God  to keep us from turning at once to God about it. I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not, said the Lord to His disciple who was so soon to deny Him (Luke 22). The great thing for us when we fail is to turn at once to God about it. That is the true secret and power of holiness. The man who has such confidence in the grace of God that he turns to God at once about his sins is a holy man. The man who says he has not sinned for a week is a self-deceived hypocrite. Having to do with God is the true power of holiness, and this is based on confidence in Him. 

    Then as to our circumstances and the difficulties of the path. If we are not walking in dependence we are walking in self-will and sin. If we had more confidence in God we should be more in the spirit of dependence about everything. Perhaps you may say, I should like to have more confidence in God, but how am I to get it? You must get to know Him better. The way to get our faith increased is by increasing our knowledge of God. Make it the supreme business of your life to get better acquainted with God. He has told Himself out; He has expressed Himself fully. All that God is has come out in the Person of His Son, 

    and by the cross, so that we may know Him in the depths of His grace and love. He has loved us and does love us with all His heart, and the answer to that love, when it is truly known, is that we trust Him with all our heart. Unreserved love, when it is known, produces unreserved trust. They that know thy name will put their trust in thee. As to His care, He feeds the fowls, clothes the lilies, thinks of every individual sparrow, and has numbered the hairs of our heads. As to His love, He spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. As to His purpose, He will have us to be conformed to the image of His Son in glory. As to His wisdom, He has pledged Himself to make all things work together for good to them who love Him, and who are called according to His purpose. Why should we not trust Him? Has He not done everything to win and retain the confidence of our hearts? 

    And lean not unto thine own understanding. I remember a man who came round professing to cure people of rheumatism, and the first thing he did was to break the crutches of those who went to him. He wanted people to trust him altogether for a perfect cure, and this may serve to illustrate the point of the verse before us. Wisdoms children do not lean on the natural crutches to which unbelief clings. The man of faith uses his brains, it is true, for natural things, but he does not trust them. He knows that he may consider and calculate, and take everything into account which could have weight with his own understanding, and, having used his best judgment, be quite wrong in his conclusions and decisions. He lives on another principle altogether; he walks by faith, not by sight. 

    In olden times mariners never went out of sight of land, and it was an immense advance when they ventured to embark on the high seas, trusting the chart and compass alone. The Word of God is the chart for Wisdoms children, and their compass is a simple faith which ever turns with steady purpose to the Lord. 

    2. DIRECTION

    In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. I am afraid that guidance is looked upon by many as a very uncertain and unreliable kind of thing. There is no uncertainty about it. If the conditions are fulfilled on our side, there is always direct guidance for us. The conditions are just what I have already spoken about  Dependence and Confidence. Our chief concern should be that we are in a state to be guided. 

    A believers course indicates where he is in his soul, and sooner or later exposes the motives that control him. It is pretty easy to see when a man has the Lord before him. You find him regulated by divine motives, and ordering his ways with reference to the will of God and the interests of Christ. He will not be occupied with Guidance, but his whole course will evidence that his steps are ordered by the Lord. On the other hand, if a man be carnal and worldly, it will come out in his ways. He will have no divine judgment about things  no spiritual sensibilities or tastes  and, though he may maintain a certain degree of outward correctness, it will be manifest that he is not guided by the Lord. It is in having to do with the Lord that we are enlightened and our spiritual intelligence developed, so that we are enabled to discern the path that is pleasing to Him. God would guide us, as a rule, by forming our souls in the intelligence of His will, and thus enabling us to exercise a spiritual judgment about things. 

    Many would like to have guidance without any reference to their spiritual condition; but this is never the Lords way. I have often been amazed at the devices to which even converted people will resort in a moment of perplexity. A favourite plan is to open the Bible at haphazard, or put a pin between the leaves, and read the text which happens to turn up. This savours more of witchcraft and superstition than of godliness. As we go on with the Lord, and become acquainted with His mind, our vision is cleared in a wonderful way. When Moses pitched the tent of meeting outside the camp, he had no direct word of guidance, but his judgment had been formed in the presence of God, so that he knew what was the fitting thing to be done. This is the great thing to be exercised about. To be guided by the knowledge of God and by an intelligent acquaintance with the mind of the Lord is a much greater thing, morally, than being directed how to act by an oracular utterance. 

    It has been truly said that a great deal of exercise about guidance is caused by our self-importance  we are so much objects of consideration to ourselves, and our doings, our movements, etc., are so much before us. None of us are very important personages after all, and probably the Lord intends most of us to tread a quiet and simple path without looking for any extraordinary and special guidance; and yet in blessed assurance that He cares and considers for us, and orders, prevents, and over-rules in a wonderful way for those whose hearts confide in Him. 

    Mark the connection in which Guidance is spoken of in Psalm 32: For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found (verse 6). Here we get Dependence; the grace that forgives iniquity and covers sin, puts the soul on praying terms with God. Then, further, Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance (verse 7). Here we see unquestioning and unwavering Confidence. Now, what follows? The Lord comes in and answers the confidence thus expressed by saying, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye (verse 8). The two Thou shalts of Confidence are answered by the two I wills of Divine Guidance. The Lord will not fail us; we may count upon Him; but to have this guidance we must be near to Him in confidence and in true subjection of spirit to Himself. If confidence and subjection are lacking, we become as the horse or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle (verse 9). The Lord does not, even in that case, give us up; He keeps His hand upon the reins, and uses circumstances to check, restrain, and direct us. But this is sorry and painful work compared with the blessedness of being guided by His eye. 

    Jude puts the conditions and the result beautifully together, But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost would ever maintain us in a dependent spirit, which is the secret of true stability. Then, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Here we are viewed as in the confidence of divine love both in the present and as to the future. And what follows? Now unto him that is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. I understand this to mean that if we were preserved in absolute dependence and confidence, the power of God would be so exercised on our behalf, and we should be so guided, as never to have a stumble all the way to glory. HE is able and willing to do this for us  great as it is  if there is on our part dependence and confidence in Himself. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

    3. DEVOTEDNESS

    Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. Devotedness is the expression of the fact that the Lord has His right place in our affections. I suppose every Christian would accept this as being true; but if it is true, it means a great deal  there is very much involved in it. There may be activity in service, and liberality in the use of ones means, without any true devotedness. 

    By way of illustration, let us suppose that some Israelite had preferred to remain in Egypt at the time of the Exodus, and that he became very wealthy there. Let us suppose him to be professedly very anxious to serve the God of his fathers, and to honour the Lord with his substance; so much so that he devotes half his gains to Jehovah. He looks around on the misery of Egypt  he sees need and oppression on every hand  and he says to himself, What could please Jehovah better than to seek to ameliorate the condition of these wretched Egyptians? Jehovah is merciful and compassionate to all His creatures, and it must be pleasing to Him to do this good work. I will give half my goods to feed the poor, and to improve the condition of the submerged masses in Egypt, and by so doing I will honour the Lord with my substance. I have no doubt that such a man would have passed in Egypt as a very devoted man. But there would not have been an atom of true devotedness in him. He would have been in a totally false position, and the fact that he remained in Egypt would have been a deep dishonour to the Lord. His liberality and benevolence would have only served to emphasize the fact that he was in the wrong place  in a place where he could not have remained a single day if his heart had been right with God. 

    Let us suppose another case. An Israelite goes out of Egypt with his brethren, and remains with them until they come to a fertile oasis in the wilderness. Then he says to the others, You may go on to Canaan if you like, but this is the place for me. I dont want anything better than this, and I mean to stop here. So he builds his house and settles down there. After a few years we visit him, and we find that he has prospered. His family has increased, and two or three runaway Levites have joined him, and he has set up a little private altar for himself, and gives the fifth of his income to support the Levites and to provide sacrifices, etc. And he tells us that he desires to honour the Lord with his substance. This man would no doubt have a great reputation for devotedness among those who were ignorant of the true nature of Israels calling. But everyone who knew Jehovahs purpose for His people would regard him as a man who despised the pleasant land, and who was dishonouring Jehovah by making light of His promises and purposes. If there had been true devotedness in him  if Jehovah had been really enshrined in his affections  he could never have settled down in such a place, and the first genuine bit of devotedness would move him to leave it altogether. 

    When the Lord is before our hearts we think first of His mind and pleasure, and it becomes our great concern to know what is on His heart for us, so that we may enter into it, and thus be in suitability to Himself and His thoughts. It was a suitable thing that the Israelite who was brought into the land and enriched with its fulness, should honour the Lord with his substance and with the firstfruits of all his increase. He was in possession of that which Gods purpose and grace had bestowed upon him, and the Lord was well pleased to receive the firstfruits, which bore witness that he was in possession and enjoyment of the good land, and that he appreciated the grace which had brought him into it. It may be good for our hearts to consider where we are as to this elementary feature of true devotedness. Are we in Egypt, trying to do good there by helping all kinds of schemes for the betterment of mans condition in this world? Or are we in a little oasis of our own  carrying on worship and service after our own ideas? Or have we made it our great concern to apprehend the present thought and purpose of God for us? Are we really seeking to enter into and take possession of what He has given, so that we may bring the firstfruits of it to Him? God takes pleasure in our enjoyment and appreciation of that which it has been His great delight to give us. 

    It is in proportion as we apprehend the purpose of God, and take possession of the things which He has freely given to us, that we can, in a spiritual sense, honour the Lord with our substance. Alas! we are so ready to stop short of His purpose, and to settle down with something that meets our own ideas, without much exercise as to whether it is according to the mind of God. Many stay in Egypt and try to improve the world; many others settle down with an order of worship and service which is according to man in the flesh; while few, comparatively, are like Joshua and Caleb  set in their hearts to fully follow the Lord, and to enter into the purpose of His love. 

    And with the firstfruits of all thine increase. The Lord loves to be honoured by that which is best and freshest in our souls. It is that which is fresh from the Lord that really honours Him. It is very sad to get into a religious rut, and pray and praise just as we have done for years. When a brother takes part in a meeting who has something fresh from the Lord  a fresh sense of divine love in his heart  it affects everybody, and the Lord is honoured thereby. If we have not got any fresh spiritual substance it is a thing we ought to be deeply exercised about; and if we have got spiritual prosperity, let us see that we honour the Lord with it. A sister who had been refreshed and helped at a meeting, might think of some other sister who had been hindered from getting there, and might carry to her what she had got for herself. I think that would be honouring the Lord with her increase. 

    Then, of course, Devotedness will express itself in other ways. If the Lord be really in our affections we shall honour Him in our life, and by our lips, and by the use of our means. Whatever position we occupy, we shall therein serve the Lord Christ, and seek to honour Him by the faithful and single-hearted discharge of our duty. We shall also count it a privilege to speak of Him as we have opportunity, and it is surprising how great is the sphere of individual service. We think it a considerable matter to get a few hundreds of men and women to attend a gospel preaching occasionally, but if one hundred Christians were each to speak of Christ to one soul a day for a year, more than thirty-six thousand persons would hear the gospel. I do not say this to underrate the importance of public preaching, but to give an idea of the large possibilities of individual work. And very often a little book may be given or sent by those who have small aptitude, it may be, for personal dealing with souls. 

    Lastly, if the Lord has His right place in our hearts we shall honour Him with our substance in temporal things. Many saints are positively shrivelled up by a selfish and covetous spirit. They reap sparingly because they sow sparingly (2 Corinthians 9: 6). If they give at all, it is because they feel obliged in conscience to do something, but they keep it within as narrow limits as possible. Others will spend money freely for their own gratification, and on things of no practical use whatever, while probably within reach of their own observation, if they had any eyes, some of the Lords poor are lacking bread. Of such we may well ask Johns question, How dwelleth the love of God in him? (1 John 3: 17). Nor let the poor think they are excluded from this privilege of honouring the Lord with their substance. What are the brightest examples of this kind of devotedness in Scripture? Do we not read of a widow who had but a handful of meal and a cruse of oil, whose heart was so under the power of Jehovahs Name that she gave her all to His servant? Do we not read of another whose whole fortune consisted of two mites which make a farthing, who cast in all that she had, even all her living, into the treasury of Jehovahs house? Do we not read of another whose substance was but a box of ointment, that she hath done what she could? The greatest gifts, in Gods account, are the gifts of the poor. 

    4. DISCIPLINE

    My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: for whom the Lord loveth he correcteth, even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. This is a very distinct mark of Wisdoms children, for it is written, If ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards and not sons (Hebrews 12: 8). Everything that tries us, that is a check upon us, that causes exercise of heart, and makes us sensible of weakness in ourselves, is of the nature of chastisement. It may come in the way of difficulties in the path of faith; or in the shape of such trials and sorrows as are common to men  loss of property, loss of health, or bereavement; or it may be as the governmental consequences of sin; but in one way or other all have it. It is for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness (Hebrews 12: 10). 

    That is, it serves to break down that which is not of God in us, and thus it is a real help to us. 

    I cannot now go into the subject at any length, but I should like to call your attention to the twofold admonition in connection with it. The two things against which we are warned are Despising and Fainting. Despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him (Hebrews 12: 5). To despise the chastening of the Lord is to treat it as if the Lord had nothing to do with it, as if it had happened purely by chance. Suppose I take cold and am laid aside by it, and I take it just as a matter of course  perhaps blaming myself for not being more careful  I think that is despising the chastening. It may be true that I was careless in exposing myself unnecessarily to a draught, and that as a natural consequence I took cold. But behind all that THE LORD permitted it for my profit, and if I recognize the Lords hand in it, and bow to His dealing with me, I shall get blessing out of it. It is wonderful what rest and peace one gets under the chastening when one recognizes THE LORDS hand in it. The moment you turn to the Lord, and your heart says, I wonder what THE LORD intends to teach me by this, the character of the chastening is altogether changed for you. Not that it is removed or altered, but it wears quite a different aspect to you. You own THE LORDS hand in it, and then you are divinely exercised by it. 

    It is very common for believers to say, But my chastening is the result of my sin and folly. I am just reaping what I have sowed. How can there be any blessing in that? Well, my brother, if you have judged the sin and folly, and got right with the Lord about it all, you will be most ready to own His hand in the chastening. You will bow under it in subduedness of spirit, and humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, and such is His infinite grace that He will now make the consequences of your sin a great spiritual help to you. If the Lords hand is in it, it is surely for your blessing. Then do not for a moment allow yourself to cherish the cold despairing thought that you are suffering under the action of an inflexible and mechanical law of nature. Your suffering is the chastening OF THE LORD. 

    It seems to me that the Corinthians present to us an example of men who despised chastening. Many were weak and sickly among them, and many slept, and yet there does not appear to have been any recognition that this was the hand of the Lord. This shows that ministry may be used to enlighten us as to the object of chastening. Pauls epistle gave them light, and recovered them from the terrible condition into which they had fallen. 

    The second danger is that we may faint when we are rebuked of the Lord. The recognition of the Lords LOVE would preserve us from this. If we recognise the Lord in it, we shall not despise it; if we recognize His love in it, we shall not faint under it. Whom the Lord loveth he correcteth. The consciousness that the chastening is all the outcome of divine love will preserve us from fainting. You have heard of the singer who went to a great master to be trained, and who, to his great surprise and disappointment, was kept singing one sheet of exercises for six years. Very weary did the pupil become of his exercises, but at the end of six years the master dismissed him as a perfect singer. The weary exercises had done their work in training and developing his voice, and all unknown to himself he had profited immensely by them. Many bitter hours of vexation would have been spared him if he had had unwavering confidence in the masters love. We, like him, have to go through our exercises, and often there is a sameness and monotony about them which makes the tendency to weariness very great. We are often inclined to think that the chastening is doing us no good, and that it is more a hindrance than a help. Beloved brethren, let us remember that a Master Hand has ordered those exercises for us, and deep eternal love is behind them all. How blessed to be able to look upon every trial and difficulty, upon every pressure and cause of exercise, as an express token of the Lords love! We feel it to be not joyous, but grievous; it is a very real check upon us  it would not profit us if it were not; but we know the love that is behind it, and this is enough. 

    The Thessalonians give us an example of the liability to faint. The enemy seems to have used their tribulations and persecutions to discourage them, and to make them think that they were suffering in wrath from the Lord. The apostle writes to them to beseech them not to be soon shaken in mind, or troubled, and he speaks to them as brethren beloved of the Lord, and prays that their hearts might be comforted by our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace (2 Thessalonians 2:1,2; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:16,17). He seeks to confirm their hearts in the assurance of divine love, as the great preservative against the tendency to faint. 

    5. DILIGENCE

    Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. The keeping of the heart answers to the loins girded of the New Testament. In a scene of evil and defilement our affections need to be held within the girdle of truth (Ephesians 6: 14). This will not be needed in heaven; there will be no need for any restraint upon our affections there; but it is needed here. There is a constant tendency in our hearts to be attracted by things here, and when we come under their influence we are defiled. Love not the world, says the Holy Ghost, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world (1 John 2: 15, 16). It may be said that we cannot keep our hearts. Well, that is very true, and important to be known, but this scripture calls our attention to the responsibility side of the matter. For example, if I am earnestly praying to the Lord to keep my heart out of the world and for Himself, I should not think of getting a novel out of the Free Library to read, or of cultivating friendship with worldly people. If I am anxious to be kept by the power of God, I shall certainly not fail to cleave unto the Lord with purpose of heart. That all is of Gods grace I fully own, but the way that grace works is by awakening and developing in us desire and purpose to cleave unto the Lord. Satan is ever seeking to get something into our hearts that will divert us from Christ  that will draw us away from first love. There is ever the necessity to keep our hearts with all diligence. 

    Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. The lips have to be kept as well as the heart. In connection with our speech there are two great dangers. The man with the froward mouth will say what he thinks, or what he likes, without any consideration for others; and the man of perverse (or inconsistent) lips will say what he thinks will be agreeable to his listeners, and will sacrifice uprightness to his desire to please. One pregnant sentence from the New Testament furnishes a corrective for both. Let your speech be alway with grace  that will regulate the froward mouth  seasoned with salt  that will banish inconsistency and duplicity. 

    Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. There is a wonderful power of deliverance from present things in having an Object that commands the heart. Someone has said that a mother who heard that her child had been run over would not be diverted by the things in the shop windows as she went along. In Philippians 3 we see a man whose eyes looked right on  I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.... This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

    Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. Wisdoms pathway is one of separation from evil. It is written, Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty (2 Corinthians 6: 17, 18). And within the Christian profession the same principle is insisted upon, for we read, Let every one that nameth the name of the Lord depart from iniquity (2 Timothy 2: 19). Many who would shun other kinds of iniquity are content to remain in association with religious evil. If you go on with that which you know to be contrary to the mind of God, how can you expect to have light or blessing from Him? You may, through His infinite grace, get a few crumbs of food and refreshing, but you cannot expect to have much light from God if you do not remove your foot from evil. 

    May each of us be characterized in a more distinct way by these marks of Wisdoms children. 

  
    DEVOTEDNESS (CAC 30)

    Proverbs 3: 9, 10

    Devotedness is the expression of the fact that the Lord has His right place in our affections. There is very much involved in this, for there may be activity in service, and liberality in the use of ones means, without any true devotedness. But when the Lord is before our hearts we think first of His mind and pleasure, and it becomes our great concern to know what is in His heart for us so that we may enter into it, and thus be in suitability to Himself and His thoughts. 

    It was a suitable thing that the Israelite who was brought into the land and enriched with its fulness should honour the Lord with his substance and with the first-fruits of all his increase. He was in possession of that which Gods purpose and grace had bestowed upon him and the Lord was well pleased to receive the first-fruits, which bore witness that he was in possession and enjoyment of the good land, and that he appreciated the grace which had brought him into it. 

    It may be good for our hearts to consider where we are as to this elementary feature of true devotedness. Are we in Egypt, trying to do good there by helping all kinds of schemes for the betterment of mans condition in this world? Or are we in a little oasis of our own, carrying on worship and service after our own ideas? Or have we made it our great concern to apprehend the present thought and purpose of God for us? Are we really seeking to enter into and take possession of what He has given, so that we may bring the first-fruits of it to Him? God takes pleasure in our enjoyment and appreciation of that which it has been His great delight to give us. It is in proportion as we apprehend the purpose of God, and take possession of the things which He has freely given to us, that we can, in a spiritual sense, honour the Lord with our substance. 

  
    Proverbs 4

    


	(Proverbs 3)     MARKS OF WISDOMS CHILDREN (CAC 19) 
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	    THE DIVINE FAMILY (JT 20) 
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    WISDOM (JR 1)

    Proverbs 4:7; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 1 Corinthians 12:7-9 (to Spirit)

    These scriptures emphasise the importance of wisdom for wisdom is given the premier place in each of them.  We usually, and rightly, regard righteousness as our leader, and when it comes to a matter of principle, righteousness is our leader, but there is a great need of wisdom.  One of the most important features needed in our localities at the moment is wisdom.  Thank God for an understanding of principles and a desire to pursue righteousness, but there is a special need of wisdom.  According to Proverbs wisdom is a feature that belongs to the family, and is needed in the family.  Solomon writes as a father; he begins chapter 4, Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father.  Wisdom is for children, for sons.  It goes along with sonship.  Hear, my son, Solomon says in verse 10. 

    The beginning of wisdom is, Get wisdom.  The first thing that is going to help us, dear brethren, is to realise the need for wisdom, and to apply ourselves to get wisdom.  If we do not see the need for wisdom we are not very likely to get it.  There is a crying need for wisdom in every locality.  We can look back in our citys history in Edinburgh  and I suppose it would apply in Plainfield  and see how many things could have been avoided if wisdom had been operating.  You might be able to prove from Scripture and from ministry that what was done was right, but was it wisdom?  Was it wise?  Could sorrow have been avoided if wisdom had been applied?  For things to be right is not sufficient for the family.  What is needed is wisdom.  Once we realise that, we shall begin to desire that wisdom should operate in our localities.  The beginning of wisdom is, Get wisdom; and with all thy getting get intelligence.  Let us set ourselves to get. 

    It says in verse 5, Get wisdom, get intelligence  forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth.  Forsake her not, and she shall keep thee; love her, and she shall preserve thee.  The beginning of wisdom is, (or it may be rendered, Wisdom is the principal thing) Get wisdom; and with all thy getting get intelligence.  I am saying this to myself, as well as to the brethren here.  Let us see the need every week in our assembly history locally for wisdom. 

    We come to the verse we read in Corinthians, But of him (that is, of God) are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God.  The first thing mentioned is wisdom, secondly, righteousness; not that righteousness is not our leader (for it is when it comes to principle), but in the application of principle wisdom is mentioned first.  Corinth was a locality, just as we are here, just as they would have been at Edinburgh a few hours ago, at a meeting of this character.  Paul writes, Of him (of God) are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God.  Wisdom from God is available to us in Christ Jesus; He has been made to us wisdom from God.  Wisdom resides in our Lord Jesus Christ who is Head, and is to be drawn upon when needed in any given situation.  In Proverbs 8, in that remarkable chapter where wisdom is personified, we read in verse 22, Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.  Wisdom as a quality was in reserve in divine operations.  Before His works of old, wisdom was there.  I was set up from eternity, from the beginning, before the earth was.  Then he says, When there were no depths, I was brought forth.  That is, wisdom was brought forth when needed in the creation of this world in which we are.  It was always there in reserve, but brought forth, brought out, and drawn upon, when needed as divine resource in these great operations, at the very beginning of things. 

    If Jehovah, in His operations creationally, drew upon wisdom, how much more do we need to in our operations, because the Lord leaves things to us in our localities.  Christ Jesus has been made to us wisdom from God.  Once we understand, according to Proverbs 4, the need for wisdom in any situation, then we know where it is  it is in Christ Jesus, and it can be drawn upon from Him. 

    In 1 Corinthians 12, when we come to the practical operations and manifestations of the Spirit, it is very interesting that the first thing mentioned is the word of wisdom.  Other things are mentioned, but the word of wisdom comes first.  For to one, by the Spirit, is given the word of wisdom.  We can look back  I know we can in our city  and see how many sorrows, how many difficulties, could have been avoided if there had been, at the right time, the word of wisdom.  If there is at any time the word of wisdom it ought to be heeded.  The same Spirit operates other features also, but the first feature mentioned is the word of wisdom. 

    James helps us in this; because he tells us in James 1:4, Let endurance have its perfect work, that ye may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  And then he says, But if any one of you lack wisdom  as much as to say that the most likely thing to be lacking is wisdom.  That is true of us individually, and it is often true of us locally.  Divine principles are known; righteousness is followed usually, but the most likely thing to be lacking is wisdom.  He says, If any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not.  There is abundance of wisdom available to us, in Christ, from God.  Wisdom is resource in any given situation.  Wisdom has been often spoken of as the handmaid of love, and as the form love takes.  Family feelings can be fostered by the operation of wisdom.  It belongs to the family.  In James 3:17, he tells us, The wisdom from above first is pure.  We need to be pure to look for wisdom; we need purity of motive, love out of a pure heart. 

    That is all I have to say, but I can see, in our own city, and in other cities, how many difficulties could be avoided by wisdom.  How many difficulties could be settled in a few hours by the operation of wisdom.  Some may say, We are right.  Others may say, We are right.  Maybe they are in some way, but where is wisdom?  Where is the wisdom?  May the Lord help us to realise the need for wisdom, and to draw upon the Lord for wisdom whenever needed in any situation, for Gods glory. 

  
    THE DIVINE FAMILY (JT 20)

    John 1:11 - 13; Proverbs 4:1 - 9

    JTI thought this passage in John would bring the subject of the counsels of God before us in a concise way as they are in view in this gospel  these verses being a sort of epitome of what John has to unfold. He reaches the family thought immediately. It will be observed that he places the right of being the children of God on the ground of our reception of Christ and our believing on His name. We are not exactly regarded as born into the family; the question of birth comes in as fitting us for the position, but the position itself is on the ground of the reception of Christ. 

    The passage in Proverbs came into my mind because I think that book has a great place in the education of the family. As we shall see, the right to be the children of God is necessarily come to, under the tuition of the Lord. I think that the Son of the Fathers love, into whose kingdom we are thus brought, is typified in Solomon. There is an intimate relation between the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love and the family; the one, I think, merges into the other, but the tuition is of relatively equal importance with the position. If we are to have the right to be Gods children, a right which He gives us, we must come under the tuition of the Lord, not exactly as the Lord, but as the Son of the Fathers love. There is authority in the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, but it is hardly the authority of the kingdom, it is the rule of the Son. Hence Proverbs, in the early chapters particularly, abounds with parental references and terms, for, whilst He is the Son of the Fathers love, yet He takes up a parental place towards us: we come under His rule in that way. The citation in Hebrews 12:5, My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, being from Proverbs 3, shows that He has a parental rule over the family. Solomon, I think, typifies the Lord as seen in John 1. The apostle says, We have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father. John 1:14. That was how He was contemplated, and in that position, I think, He rules the family. So Proverbs becomes of great importance to us, particularly as young believers, if we are to be in the family of God rightly, and are to adorn it. Hear, my son, the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the teaching of thy mother; for they shall be a garland of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. Proverbs 1:8. 

    SJBCI suppose in Hebrews, when quoting, My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, Hebrews 12:5, the writer says, the Lord because it is a quotation, for the whole context shows that he is speaking of a fathers discipline of his children. 

    JTYes, Who is the son that the father chastens not? Hebrews 12:7. Solomon comes in in Proverbs as one who himself was a son unto his father; verse 3 should read, For I was a son unto my father. The Lord was contemplated as having the glory of an only-begotten with a father. He was with Him; so that His rule becomes of peculiar effectiveness. It is a rule of affection, having in view that the family should be rightly formed so as to grace the house. 

    QuesIn that way, do you view the Lord as having first been in that position in relation to the Father, and then instructing us in it? 

    JTThat is what comes out. He was a Son to His Father, but in speaking to us He does not do so as one of the family, He is not in that position exactly, it is rather that He is representative, hence the repeated expression here, my son; He does not speak to us as brethren, but as unto sons. 

    QuesOn the mount of transfiguration it was said, This is my beloved Son ... hear him. Matthew 17:5. Is that the thought of the instruction? 

    JTQuite; only that would have reference to all the communications of God, involving the tabernacle, the unfolding of His thoughts, whereas when the Lord speaks in a parental way He has the family in view, which is somewhat more limited and a different line. 

    SJBCAre you on the line of sons of the kingdom? I mean, sons and daughters. 2 Corinthians 6:18. It is not sonship in its full sense as brought out in Ephesians. 

    JTNo. We have to distinguish when we come to further inquiry as to the difference between sons and children, but John deals with the family in a very general way. He does not develop the heavenly side, what we are towards God, though he does touch it; but that is Pauls line. John has in view the family as here in whom the Fathers traits are seen, and to that end I think Proverbs is of immense importance as bringing us under the direct rule of the Son of the Fathers love. 

    One has remarked on the way in which the book of Genesis deals with the subject so that the stream, so to speak, of generation should be kept pure. Abraham was called upon to come out from his country, and kindred, and fathers house. In him God intended to begin the great parental line; so much is made of the birth of Isaac, the weaning of Isaac, and the intimate and affectionate relations between him and Abraham, his father. So when Isaac was received back from the dead in figure, we read that it was told Abraham that Rebekah was on the scene, descended directly from his own parentage. He had it as a matter of light through communication, and later he acts upon this light in sending out his servant to seek her as a wife for Isaac. He is concerned that the stream should be kept, as it were, 

    pure, that the family should be unmixed. That is a great principle, I think, in approaching this subject, because the people of God are so affected by admixtures. 

    AMHIs that why it is emphasised here in John that the children of God have been born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God? 

    JTThat is what I thought, according to the principle laid down in Genesis 1:12; Genesis 1:21; Genesis 1:25 after its kind. God abhors admixtures. Later Rebekah lamented, when conferring with Isaac, that the daughters of Heth were such a trial to her; they were typical of the strange elements brought in amongst the people of God. Unconverted people, unspiritual people, finding a place among the people of God cause grief of heart; hence the desire of Isaac and Rebekah that Jacob should go to her kindred. 

    QuesWhen you say, finding a place, do you mean in association, companionship  that kind of thing? 

    JTYes, I think we know something about that. Rebekah protested that life was not worth living with those daughters of Heth in the house. Jacob himself brought great disaster into his house by world  bordering at Shechem. We find influences such as Bilhah and Zilpah in the family of Jacob. Joseph was keeping the sheep with the sons of the two handmaids, we are told in Genesis 37:2, and Joseph brought to his father an evil report of them. I refer to that as illustrative of what I have been remarking as to the allowance of foreign elements in relation to the people of God. They are borne with, but the results are inevitable. These sons of the handmaids, labouring, as they undoubtedly were, at a disadvantage through their mothers, were marked by evil discourse, and Joseph felt it. Joseph is typically Christ as the one who adjusts family relations, and he comes into evidence in this way as discerning the evil discourse of these sons of the handmaids. 

    QuesWhat is the antidote to all this for us? 

    JTWell, the avoidance of world  bordering and worldly associations. The statement here that they were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God, John 1:13 is Gods notice given at the very outset that there is to be no mixture in His family; I do not say that there could be this strictly, but in a public way there can be. Those who have the place of Gods children may find these strange corrupting elements among them. 

    RemI suppose the family of God as such is self-supporting, self-sustaining, and complete in itself. You need not go outside of it. 

    JTQuite. We may be assured that God has provided everything for us, but yet I think the book of Genesis has a loud voice for us as to the responsibilities of those who are parents, and as to those who should exercise parental influence among the saints. 

    QuesDo you not think the word to Eli is solemn in connection with that, that all of his house should die in the flower of their age because of their sin? 

    JTYes. We come then into the position of being children of God by receiving Christ; there was no admixture in Him. What had come to pass was this: He was here, as it says, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:14. He was contemplated as an only one with a father, and He was definitely received. 

    QuesDoes Paul view the family of God in Philippians in the same way as John when he speaks of the children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation ... holding forth the word of life? Philippians 2:15 I think so. Paul views them there as the children of God set here as lights; John is occupied with their dignity, and their right to take that place, 

    and we are told that as being in that position they were born of God. Man had nothing to do with it. 

    QuesDo you think it is possible for one to be in the enjoyment of family relationships of this kind if they are bordering on the world? 

    JTWell, it is remarkable how we seem to carry the spiritual and the natural together at times, how we are able to hold on to what is natural, to the natural birth and all that may go with it. One often notices that, and we know what the flesh is, whereas the principle with the great parent was, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy fathers house. Genesis 12:1. That is the principle that underlies parentage according to God, the family of God; so as we forget our own people and our fathers house, we begin to take on a beauty that He appreciates, So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty, and then it goes on to say, for he is thy Lord, and worship thou him. Psalm 45:11. You say, Well, I have come in on the ground of grace; I am called upon to hearken, O daughter, and addressed as being in the family at the outset; I am a daughter and treated on the principle of grace, called upon to forget my people and my fathers house, as if it were optional. But it is not optional, for the next thing is, He is thy Lord. There is nothing optional with the Lord. If He address you on family lines, and indicate that He sees beauty in you as you abandon natural family lines, yet He immediately gives you to understand that He is thy Lord, and there is nothing optional now; you have to say to Him about everything. 

    QuesI was wondering where Davids kingdom comes in in connection with this; is it a parallel exercise? 

    JTI think that would be the kingdom as we usually refer to it: If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10:9. And then, too, we are baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. I think we come definitely into the kingdom for protection, for rule, for subjection. That is the side of the kingdom as seen in David. You get the Solomonic side in Colossians and the Davidic side in Romans. In Colossians He is the Son of the Fathers love, and we have been translated into His kingdom; and that supposes the will being subdued, but the thought of authority is carried forward. 

    QuesAuthority connected with instruction? 

    JTYes; it is the authority that a parent has. A man rules in his house, but he rules in affection; but nevertheless absolute rule is there. And so, even to the bride, as contemplated in Psalm 45, it is said, He is thy Lord. 

    NLIs it not really a question of righteousness? 

    JTQuite. It is worked out in Johns epistle. 

    NLIf ye know that he is righteous. 1 John 2:29. It is in the psalm, the One who loved righteousness. Psalm 45:7. 

    JTYes; the bride is to take on His character. One is particularly concerned about the strange elements that God serves notice must not be admitted, named in this passage: the will of the flesh, and the will of man, have no place. But it goes on to say in Psalm 45:12, The daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift, that is, having come to the recognition of the Lord and that His will is imperative, and that there is nothing optional, and you worship Him, and He commands the soul definitely, then you come into the region of gift. We get the principle of forgetting things in Joseph; he said, God has made me forget all my toil and all my fathers house. Genesis 45:51. Then we have opened up in the psalm what we come into in the region of gift and clothing  family clothing. It says, the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour. The kings daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework ... instead of thy fathers shall be thy children. Psalm 45:12 - 14. All this, I think, is an incentive to young people to take up the relationships of the family of God, an incentive to abandon all that clings to us after the flesh, that we may see that we are brought into these spiritual relationships leading up to the greatest possible dignity  to be the companions of Christ within. You will notice that the passage really begins with the position of the queen at His right hand in gold of Ophir Psalm 45:9; that is the light of God for us, but the remainder of the psalm is to lead us up to it. 

    QuesWould the thought of dignity in our souls help us on this line? 

    JTI think it is a great thing to see the mind of God in the abstract. The king is described in the early part of the psalm, but he is described by one who loves him. Then the queen is said to be on his right hand. That is the mind of God; but who is going to be the queen? That is then set before us. It is like the latter glory of the house. John sees the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down, but who is going to form that city? When we realise that we are to form that city, then we cast off all natural relationships, our face is set in that direction, and that is what God is doing now, I think, leading us up to see the dignity that is in the mind of God for us, and that nothing of nature enters into that. The abnegation of natural relationships would refer exclusively to what is spiritual and of God; we come into these in carrying out the will of God. It is a question of laying hold of the spiritual family and of the fact that we cannot live in the natural and in the spiritual; it is one or the other. We come into the natural to carry out the will of God, not to live in it. 

    SJBCDo you not think that many have got off the path through being swayed by natural relationships? None of us is exactly free from this danger. 

    JTWe want to see that the spiritual family has all in it that is necessary for the enjoyment of those who form it, and dignity at the end. The queen is the divine thought, the companion of the King. I am being prepared for that, and the essentials are, Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy fathers house; so shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him. Psalm 45:10,11. 

    QuesHow do you distinguish between the family thought in the Psalms and in Proverbs? 

    JTThe Psalms usually work things out from the side of experience; Proverbs works things out from the side of spiritual affections and authority in the family. The family has a head. 

    JJWould those things you mention in John be the particular danger of the Colossians: the will of the flesh and the will of man? 

    JTYes. The kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love is the protection against these things. The first great thing is to apprehend Christ as the Son of the Fathers love; we are attracted to a family over which He is. It does not say the Father has translated us into His own kingdom, but into the kingdom of the Son of his love Colossians 1:13; obviously that there might be that training under Christ which fits us for the family. It is receiving the Lord which gives us title to this family. 

    QuesDo you mean it is as receiving the Lord in that way as the Son of the Fathers love? 

    JTYes, it involves that. John presents Him as knowing Him in that way; His own rejected Him, but those who received Him came into this. 

    QuesDo you think it would help us to see that in Hebrews 12, which you have already mentioned, God conducts Himself towards us as towards sons? 

    JTI think it would; that is where discipline comes in. 

    QuesHebrews also speaks of Christ as Son over Gods house. Is that the parental thought too? 

    JTYes. It is an entire mistake to assume that He is in the house as our elder brother, or that He regards us as brethren in that connection. In the house He is in the position of a parent; so that if ye know that he is righteous, ye know that everyone that doeth righteousness is born of him. 1 John 2:29. Now that involves Christ; it is not only that it is God in the absolute, but it involves Christ. It is through Christ that the divine features have come to light on earth, righteousness and love; it is through Him we come into these things. It is a matter of great importance to understand the parental position of Christ as seen in the gospels. 

    QuesI think you said that He was amongst His disciples as Joseph was amongst his brethren. Is that so? 

    JTWell, but as parent He is not exactly on that level: He addresses us as sons. 

    QuesDo you get it in chapter 13 of this gospel: Ye call me the teacher and the Lord? John 13:13. 

    JTYes, and then you have the expression, children (verse 33). It is in Him that God has come out. We could not be born of God except as apprehended through Christ. There is no denying that there is a sovereign work involved in being born of God, but there is also the thought of taking on the divine features. 

    QuesDoes that come out in the end of that psalm from which you quoted, I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever? Psalm 45:17. 

    JTQuite. The Lord was here in the place of God, and He could say, He that has seen me has seen the Father. John 14:9. The revelation is through Him, 

    and, in being born of Him, we take on the divine traits; everyone who practises righteousness is begotten of him. 1 John 2:29. 

    QuesDo you mean that it is in the Son, in Christ, we come to know what the features of the Father are? 

    JTYes. 

    RemSo it is not merely that we come under the direct tuition of the Father as such, but it is the tuition of the Son. 

    JTThe tuition is through the Son. The quotation in Hebrews 12, I think, shows that the discipline is through the Son. The book of Proverbs gives the rule, the tuition, the instruction that we receive through the Son of the Fathers love. All the discipline comes in that way, I think. 

    QuesWhat are you referring to in Hebrews 12? 

    JTYe have quite forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when reproved by him. Hebrews 12:5. That all comes out through Christ. It is what we come into as in the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, I should say. 

    QuesThen in Johns gospel you think the Lord was setting before His disciples the Father, as He said, If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father? John 14:7. 

    JTYes. 

    QuesDoes not the Proverbs issue in the King and His consort? 

    JTYes; in the last chapter we have the King and the virtuous woman. We have to do with the Lord. Things may seem to be permitted, and we may go on with the spiritual on the one hand, and the natural on the other, but the Lord has to say to all that, for He is thy Lord; we cannot get away from it. He will come in sooner or later because He will have things according to Himself. There must be the relinquishment of the natural. If we are going to live in the natural, then we have to do with the Lord. He is our Lord. 

    RemTo know our origin as being born of God should have great place with us. 

    JTYes; that is what you get in this passage in John: Who are born ... of God. The other things are all refused at the outset. 

    SJBCYou were saying just now that it is not exactly our being born into the family, but would not being born of God imply that, and that then we have right and title to take the place of children? I thought children were always connected with nature, not position so much. 

    JTIf you say you are born into the family, you leave out the moral side; God works through that. If coming into the family is on the ground of the reception of Christ and believing on His name, then you have the moral issue. How did you come to receive Christ? There must have been some moral process that led you to do that. New birth does not put you into the family; coming into the family involves a moral process. God always works on those lines. It is that which makes the fibre whereby in later days you learn to refuse the will of the flesh and the will of man. How did you come to receive Christ? Did you see anything of the flesh, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man in Him? No, you did not. Then there must have been a moral process. If you have received Him, it means that you have learned to abandon the will of the flesh and the will of man. 

    QuesWould you say receiving of His fulness is consequent upon receiving Christ? 

    JTIt goes with it; but receiving Christ means that you have decided the matter. He has been presented to you in testimony, and you have decided, you are going to accept what He presents. There is not only the reception of Him, but believing on His name and what that involves. 

    QuesDo you connect intelligence with it? 

    JTYes. There has been no suggestion of the flesh, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man in Him. Then how did I receive Him? I received Him through a moral process in the soul. I have come to prefer Him to the will of the flesh and the will of man. He was in the world, and the world had its being through him, and the world knew him not. That speaks of what awful darkness exists in the world. It is the world, too, which He made. The Creator was in it, but they did not recognise Him. They knew him not. They did not recognise the features of the only-begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, and yet He dwelt among us. Then He came unto His own (those who had a special relation to Him as Messiah) and his own received him not. Then it is put in the way of contrast, But as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God. 

    QuesIs it not important to see that this does not come in in the synoptic gospels, but in the gospel where the sovereign work of God comes out, and they are born of God in order to receive Christ? 

    JTYes, that underlies it. They would never have arrived at the discernment of His features without that; but there is the discernment, they received Him and believed in His name. 

    FWJHe would be the source of all light. They had no light apart from Him. 

    QuesHow do you understand the passage, He who receives whomsoever I shall send receives me; and he that receives me receives him who has sent me? John 13:20. 

    JTThat is on the same line; it is the principle of representation. We get the principle of representation at the outset in Scripture. Image comes before likeness. God said, Let us make man in our image after our likeness, Genesis 1:26, but after sin came into the world, likeness must be seen before representation; hence in Genesis 5:3 we read, Adam begot a son in his likeness, after his image. After sin comes in we must have likeness first, because likeness is a moral feature. Before that statement is made, we read that men began to call on the name of the Lord; and it agrees with what we are speaking of, that in Christ here we have the likeness of God absolutely; it was God Himself, but there was likeness in the moral features, and hence the representation. Then the reception of one who is sent by Christ is the reception of Him, because there is likeness there. 

    QuesWould whomsoever I shall send John 13:20 involve too the Holy Spirit? 

    JTI think He is referring to what He had in mind in the teaching. He sends them out at the end. He breathes upon them and says, As the Father sent me forth, I also send you. John 20:21. They would be representative, because of having His Spirit; they would be like Him. 

    QuesWas not that representation true of the Colossians? It was said to them that they had received Christ Jesus the Lord, and His features were seen in them; they were to walk in Him. 

    JTYes. 

    AMHDo you come back in that way in Colossians to the thought of the image of the invisible God? 

    JTI think that is what is set out; the epistle begins with that. The thought is to bring us into correspondence with Him in Colossians. 

    QuesWhat is your thought as to believing in His name? 

    JTThat refers to the renown that He acquired These are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name. John 20:31. The name involves, I think, His absence now. John wrote this long after Christ went to heaven. His name had acquired a place and the saints were here in it  they believed in His name. 

    QuesIn view of what you have said, why does Solomon emphasise so much the necessity of being formed in wisdom? 

    JTBecause I think God intends to set out His wisdom in His family: that is where the wisdom of God shines. The apostle says, We speak wisdom among the perfect ... Gods wisdom in a mystery ... which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory). 1 Corinthians 2:6. The wisdom of God was, as he says predetermined before the ages, (1 Corinthians 2:7) hidden wisdom for our glory; hence the immense importance of the saints coming into divine wisdom. Wisdom is the principal thing, Solomon says. Solomon was typical of Christ; he was a son unto his father, and tender, and an only one in the sight of his mother. I think he was the most extraordinary babe we read of in the Old Testament. He is called Solomon, and it is said Jehovah loved him; in fact, Jehovah had in His mind to make him His own son. Well now, as Solomon enters on his rule, he says to God, I do not know how to go out or to come in. There is the beginning of what we get here, because if we are in the family, the thing is to know how to go out and to come in. The Lord Jesus went out and came in amongst them from the time of Johns baptism until He was received up, and Solomon says, I do not know how to do that. The Lord Jesus knew how to do that. He knew how to take a place in a family, how to be housefather, how to touch their hearts in family dignity. So God says to Solomon, I will give you what you have asked for. I will give you other things, but I will give you that, and the first great test of Solomons wisdom was the maternal feature. Can he determine who is the mother of the child? That is where wisdom is tested as to whether we can determine the parentage  whose the child is. One can easily tell where children are brought up under the nurture of the assembly. 

    QuesIs that what the apostle brought before the Galatians to discern their true character? 

    JTYes. The true mother of the child loved the child. Solomon said, Bring me a sword. 1 Kings 3:24. The one woman lay on her child; she was not a true mother. It is a poor mother that lies on her child at night. The other one had the child in her bosom, and the false mother took the living child out of her bosom; the bosom was where the child belonged, and Solomon brought to light immediately by the suggestion of the sword who the mother was. That is where the wisdom of God shines. We can tell where the instincts of Christ are from the maternal side, for there is the maternal side amongst us as well as the paternal side. Paul says he brought up the Thessalonians as a nurse would cherish her own children. 1 Thessalonians 2:7. He would not lie on one of the children! He says, Ye are beloved by God. The Thessalonians were to God exactly what Solomon was; they were beloved of God. Paul had the maternal feeling and care for the Thessalonians. You could have easily told by visiting Thessalonica what kind of a mother they had. 

    AMHDo you think the sword would suggest the Lords ways in dealing with us to bring to light what the true generation is? 

    JTI think that is what comes out very often in the crises amongst us. You can soon tell where the mother is. I have known brethren who said they would do this or that even though their action divided the saints of God, and I think such are like this woman who would have the child divided. That is a terrible spirit to be found amongst the people of God; the true maternal spirit says, No, keep the brethren together, we want them all. It is a wonderful thing to see how in a maternal way brethren are to be kept together, in the truth of course, but to divide wantonly is of the devil. 

  
    THE OBJECTIVE SIDE OF THE TRUTH (JT 56)

    Hebrews 12:1 - 4; Proverbs 4:25

    I am thinking in reading these scriptures of the objective side of the truth. We often speak somewhat disparagingly of it, but chiefly because we have been neglecting what is called the subjective side of the truth. By observation I have come to see that objectivity is a word that expresses what covers much of the holy page, the holy teaching. It is said of the saints that they shall be all taught of God. That, of course, alludes to men, for it is hardly within our reach to speak of angels being the objects of teaching, although doubtless they are, but men are in mind. In all the realm of creation men are supreme in importance outside of divine Persons, of course. Angels, too, have a great place, but men are supreme. So that the Lord became Man, for He could hardly honour us more than becoming one of us; and when I say us I do not forget the distinction that belongs to Him; but, nevertheless, He has become one of us. Hence, the human race has a dignity that no others have. When I say the human race I am not forgetting that many in it are reprobate and never will be saved, alas; but it is to stand. It is to remain. The Son having become one of us gives it a status and a standing and longevity that exceeds all others. We are eternal. In saying that I remind the brethren of the fact that life is in Him; it is said of Jesus, the Son, that in Him was life. Of course, in God is life, too; in the Spirit is life; the same could be said of each and all divine Persons; but of the Son it is said that in Him was life; that is, viewed as Man; and the life was the light of men. That is to say, the idea of it is made exclusive, that is, in a relative sense. Others, of course, have life; the angels live; 

    but it is not said that the life that was in Jesus was the light of angels. It was the light of men. I wish to connect this with what I have just remarked: the idea of objectivity. That is to say, that men being so honoured and so blessed should be given to see afar off. 

    Now we may say, Why see afar off? People are constantly looking up at the heavens, but the wonder is whether they really see; whether it is not more or less accidental that they do; whether they look at the heavens as if they were an object, an object to be studied and learned from is the question. So that men are so honoured and so blessed and so constituted, for it is said of us that we have the mind of Christ. I do not suppose that could be said of even the archangels, any of them or all of them if there are more than one. Men are the objects. In him was life, and the life was the light of men, John 1:4. 

    I want to show now, as I said, how this matter of objectiveness enters into this great matter, and that we should become, if we have not now become, able to see things afar off. If we do not, there is a moral reason; is it that we are blind in any sense, or short-sighted. The point is we have forgotten that we are purged from our former sins. It is a moral matter. Whilst we remember much financially and the like, politically, historically, the moral side is largely overlooked; and, hence, the forgetting of our former sins; perhaps not the immediate ones, but the former ones. We forget this. There are many abroad in the profession of Christianity in which people used to be forgiven, used to be and knew they were but now they have forgotten. They have forgotten that they were purged from their former sins, and, hence, they cannot see afar off; because the matter of our former sins extends away back as to space and time. Centuries have elapsed since our sins, our former sins were dealt with, dealt with by God. But people forget and do not think anything of it. You talk to people and they say, Well, I used to attend the gatherings of saints and enjoyed them, but I do not any more. Alas, alas! that you should say that, or have to say that; and even further, to have to say or admit that your former sins have been forgotten by you, but not by God. It is well, indeed, if they are forgotten by God, because the sins of real believers are forgotten by God. Their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more, Hebrews 8:12. He has deliberately forgotten them, but He does not expect that we should forget them; not in the sense of which I am speaking, at any rate. It is a moral defect if we have forgotten our former sins, and, hence, as I said, the importance of looking at a distance, dealing with things at a distance as God does. And looking, of course, making examination inwardly; but I am not speaking of that now. I am somewhat afraid to enlarge on it, because I know in the most cases the inward look causes distress and it should not. We are to call upon all that is within us to praise God. Well, if I am not able to look in I cannot say, Not a cloud above, not a spot within, as one singer says; not a cloud above. I have in mind to speak now about the above, the distance. As I said, I should not at all suggest that we should forget the looking within, but not to cause us distress. 

    It may be that it is not simply that we have forgotten that we are purged from our former sins, but that we do remember them and they cause us distress. They have never been settled with God. I did not intend to drift on to that line, but I am reminded of the widow of Sarepta; how she was reminded, she thought, by what happened in her house. Her son became sick and died and she blamed Elijah for calling her sins to remembrance. It was well that they were called to remembrance. Apparently she had forgotten them. They had not been settled, I would say; and I hope nobody here listening to me now will in any way construe what I am saying to mean that they should not remember former sins as not yet settled. It is much holier and happier and more wholesome to remember them even if they are not settled. One has hope for anyone who has committed sins and has not settled them with God if he recalls them. We should recall them. We should keep them in mind, because heaven is looking after that matter and expects that you should reflect what it is looking after; that if there are sins unsettled, they should be settled in the divine way, for God has set up a system in heaven, and it extends down to earth to deal with all kinds of sins, and particularly sins that have been committed and not settled; committed a long time ago, it may be, and the soul is hampered by them. It is sure to be. You look down instead of looking up, and when you lift up your countenance it does not shine. You would rather talk about current events here below than talk about God and Christ and about the saints. 

    Well now, as I said, I am speaking of objectivity, and the importance of it with God, and in a practical sense, and with the thought that no one should forget his former sins. And so here, what I am really thinking of in reading these few verses is, looking stedfastly on Jesus. I always feel that I have to turn to the New Translation on certain points so as to clarify what may be there. Now, the word stedfastly is rendered, It means, looking away from other things and fixing the eye exclusively on one. Now, the authorised version, as you can see, hardly treats these words fairly. It says, looking unto Jesus. It is not looking unto Him; it is looking on Him. It is not a question here of looking to Him for guidance, but looking on Him. God looks on Him. This is my beloved Son, He said, when He was here on earth. He looked down on Him, and He looked up to God, too. But He looked down on His beloved Son as He was here on earth, and said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight, Matthew 17:5. He was looking on Him, and that is the sense in which I would hope that the dear brethren will follow what I am seeking to say: looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider well ... I want to read the translation of that word well there, too. It says, weigh so as to judge its value, and sometimes in comparison with other things. So that you see what our minds are to take in now is looking well: For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself. And what for? That ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. 

    Now, I hope the dear brethren, not that I wish to say much as to what I am able to say, but I hope the dear brethren will just be aroused as to these words, because we have come to a time of great anxiety. Of course, we have been in this time for five and one-half years, but it is peculiar now, because there are other ways to look. We do not have to look to the immediate east any more, to Europe. We look in the other direction, of course, but our minds are divided; mens minds are divided and rightly. But when you come to Christians, how is the division going to take place? We are creatures, of course, and not capable of very much, but what is bound to influence the world and nations and men in it is bound to influence us, too. But how? They have not any such words as these mentioned in these settings. They have not got them. We have them. We have these words, and we have them in a perfect setting. The Spirit of God has set them here in this book of Hebrews. The writer, I believe verily, as most of us do, was the apostle Paul. One can see his characteristics in the book and especially in the ardour in which he writes. It is a time for that; a time for ardour; a time for energy, and to see to it that we are able to look away; suppose we are looking towards the east. All is well there, because presently the Lord Jesus will come out of that point. He will come straight out of it. For as the lightning goes forth from the east and shines to the west, so shall be the coming of the Son of man, Matthew 24:27. So it was that the temple was set that way. Jehovah came in that way according to Ezekiel, and the Jehovah of Ezekiel is Jesus and He is going to come in that way again. We are told His feet shall stand on the mount of Olives. We are told that, but I am speaking now of this matter of the compass; the points of the compass, and how that the east is the line of hope. Evil has been coming in from the east, flooding into the west, but the Spirit of God has to say in all this. He has wrought wonderfully in our times, and has brought in objective truth. He has brought in prophetic truth which is all objective truth, because it is yet to come. It has to be viewed in that way. And then the truth of the assembly was brought in objectively. The Spirit of God wrought and brought things to us and wrote them all on that principle. The whole of Christendom was affected by the movement, the objective movement of God so as to enlighten the minds of Christians. God was aiming at the Christian, and hence in the early days we had ministry, prophetic ministry. We had that then. The Spirit of God began in those days with that. The meetings of the brethren  and this brings me down to practical things  they used to meet at first in a furniture shop in Dublin. St. Patricks was there and, of course, many other churches, but they did not select any of those churches. They were diverted. The Spirit of God diverted them. The voice of the Spirit was heard in that hall and in many other like it through the western world; not much in the east. And the word was, For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them, Matthew 18:20. The Lord said that thousands of times in those days in little gatherings, in little rooms, furniture shops and grocery stores and the like; empty ones, but filled with brethren. The Lord told them  we love to think of it: Where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them. And again the Lord would say, And behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age, Matthew 28:20. The brethren never tired of those wonderful phrases or verses. 

    Well, then, I must not descend. I want to keep to my point. The Spirit of God kept the brethren looking up and looking out. I have already spoken of the objective in the sense of prophetic ministry, prophetic ministry in the sense of dealing with future events. They had great meetings, large meetings in Dublin as to prophecy: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and all the minors were constantly under review. And, therefore, the whole matter was opened up to them; other minds, other spiritual minds; the whole matter was opened up; the whole matter of prophetic testimony was opened up and the brethren began to see where they were. You say, Why do you use that phrase? It is for each of us to understand where he is; where he is spiritually and morally, because each of us will have to give an account of himself to God as to everything, and particularly as to these matters I am speaking of: what God is ministering to His people. It is for each of us to challenge himself as to where he is in regard of God and in regard to the assembly, in regard to the place of meeting. That is how the matter took form, and it is going on today right here, and elsewhere, I know. 

    So, as I said, the heavenly side of the truth was another great feature  that the brethren began to look up to heaven. In the early patriarchal days God took Abraham out and said, Look up to the heavens, Genesis 15:5. He pointed him up to the heavens for a purpose. He pointed him to the heavens, and so God has done it in our day, and now the question is for you young people here as to where you are looking; as to whether you have learned to look up. The Psalmist says, as we have often remarked, I lift up mine eyes unto the mountains: whence shall my help come? My help cometh from Jehovah, who made the heavens and the earth, Psalm 121:1,2. That is where he looked for the help, you see, and that is where we can, too. But then we must not forget, as I said before, that the Spirit of God is here. He is here. We do not have to look up for Him. Before Pentecost He was in heaven, of course. He was here in a sense, too. He was here in Jesus but not in others. It is when Jesus went up to heaven that the Spirit of God came down and indwelt others, and He is indwelling others now; and that is another thing I have to challenge myself about, as to whether I know I have the Holy Spirit. Let everyone challenge himself as to that. It becomes an objective thing in the sense of which I am speaking of it, that the Spirit is objective. If I have not got Him I cannot regard Him as in any sense objective in me. He is there in others. I can look out on others and in on myself, but I want to look into myself and prove. They did it at Ephesus. Paul says, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed? Acts 19:2. They had to inquire if they did and they soon got Him. You do not have to wait for it  the blessed Spirit, if you find out you have not got Him and you turn to God about it. How much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? Luke 11:13. Think of that. 

    Well now, to return to this matter of objective truth, as I said, Looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. I am shut out from others, you see. Think of what is happening on earth. At times I cannot even look at the papers in which they are spoken of  the things that have happened, but turn away with sorrow and with grief that it is possible for human beings to treat one another in such a way. But I have to learn to look away even from that, and look stedfastly on Jesus. I shall never get any good from looking at these sorrows; not that I do not feel with men, but I am now speaking of the subjective matter and how I can steer my eyes that way, to look that way, so to speak, and no other way; no other way at all. That is the meaning of this passage. And then to see what is happening or what has happened in that precious Person; what has happened in Him. There is so much there as to exclude from my mind altogether everything: sorrows, whatever they may be; misery, without the words to speak of them. The point here is; see what happened in Him. We are to look stedfastly on Him, Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. I have to look at all that. Think of it, dear brethren. It is my privilege to look on all that in the objective sense; what has happened in that Person, and what has happened remains there in its effect for me to feed on for ever and for ever, what has happened there. 

    I just take the liberty of running down the page a little. The first thing to be noted particularly is that He is the Completer, the Leader. The word leader means author. The word leader here is said to mean one who sets a thing on; one who is the originator of it. The Lord Jesus is the Originator in Himself of faith. You may look back and say Habakkuk spoke of it. You may say, Abel had it, and Abraham had it, but none of these was the author of it. Think of the importance, the magnitude of the importance of a person being the author of faith. Well, look into it then. Examine it. He is the Person; He is the Author of it. It is from Himself; it has come out of Himself, and He is the Completer of it. He has run the whole course of it, and I can look on Him. I hope you will not think, dear brethren, that I am stressing one thing too much. I hope not. There is a Person. He is in heaven now, said to be there. He has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. He is to be looked at. Now you can understand it is not as the disciples saw Him when He went up. It is while they looked on Him that He went up, but the cloud received Him out of their sight. But then that is not what I am talking about; I am talking about this matter of looking on Jesus in a spiritual way. As it says in the earlier part of this book, we are to look on Him. We are told in the early part of the book to look on Jesus in the sense of having accomplished redemption, but here we are to look on Him in view of examining, as I might say, analytically, if you will allow me to use that word, that there should be an analysis of this matter of faith, because it is a Person concretely; there is a Person whom you can see and see it there. It is there. He is the Author of the thing, but He has run the whole course of it, and the end of that course is that He has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. The word sitting does not mean He is going to sit there for ever. He is not. He is active. He is there in the sense of being quiet, staid, for the moment here that we might look at Him. I am sure that what I am saying is capable of being understood, although I may be stressing some words too much, but I am stressing this: that the Person is to be looked at and the Holy Spirit in us as believers will impress you and stress that you should look at Him; that you should learn to do it and that you can look at Him analytically, so to speak, and see how this thing called faith is actually there; that it has begun there and that He has demonstrated it. He has walked in it to the end of it, until He has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

    Then, the next thing that I venture to call attention to is, who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. Now, look at what you can see spiritually; the enduring of the cross. Let my soul come up in activity at the thought of it, that He endured the cross. And what a cross! The forsaking of God. The cross was there. It was a gibbet. There were two others there. Physically it is a terrible thought, raised up on that gibbet; I suppose so as to be there with the other two. Think of it! You can look at Him. We are not called to look upon the other two, although they are there and we are glad to think of one of them who went up to heaven just immediately after Jesus. But think of Jesus, that we can look on Him. I cannot look on that man; he is a thief; but Jesus is the particular theme. Only Jesus can be spoken of in this way now, because He is the only One raised from the dead, and it is in Him all this can be seen. What I am stressing now is the terribleness of enduring the cross. But it was not simply that He was able to bear it, but there was joy in His heart. I cannot just put it too strong about what I am saying, but think of the sorrow that was there; 

    the forsaking of God, but the joy. I suppose we might say the Lord looked at all that objectively. You say, He felt it in Him. I think it is more accurate to say He looked at it objectively, the joy that was set before Him. 

    We have to learn to look at things objectively. The Lord Jesus had joy, but I should not be speaking of it exactly as experienced in His soul then because He was forsaken of God. It was terrible. But I can think of Him and see Him in the spiritual sense now as having endured all that. Think of what there is for the analysis, the spiritual analysis of the assembly, to go through all that. It is all there for us to look at, beloved; that the Lord Jesus was there enduring the cross. He was made sin. Who can understand that? Depict what that means? He was made sin. He who knew no sin was made sin. It was all so real and yet there it is. He is in heaven now and we can look at Him. Looking stedfastly on Jesus. We may say that. But here it is Looking stedfastly. Not on anything else, but just that one Person; looking stedfastly on Jesus who endured the cross, for the joy that was set before Him. He knew that. He knew it was set before Him. It was an incentive from the outset, but as I was saying I would prefer to think of it as objective in His own soul. He was thinking of what He was coming into at the moment He was enduring that awful cross; and then it is said further, For consider well him. That is, to value Him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself. You can look at Him from that point of view, the contradiction of sinners, especially Jews. How contrary they have become; contrary to all men, we are told, as if sin in that character was allowed to work itself out in them; the contrariness that the Lord Jesus endured: the contradiction from sinners against Himself, as if it were not against any other but Himself. As you look at that blessed Man, He has been through all that, and it is for our food. I am to partake of all that, as it were. The Lord Jesus speaks of our eating Himself, eating His flesh. I am only speaking of it in that sense; eating is appropriation, and if I look at it as to taking the thing in fully, it is appropriating that Man in the sense that He endured the contradiction of sinners against Himself. 

    And then, to just make a few more remarks because of the effect of it upon ourselves, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds, because things are coming and coming against us in our circumstances. We are apt to faint, but this passage is to tell us, to show us we are not to faint because of Jesus. He is so brought before us. It is so vivid, the Spirit making it vivid, so that you can fix your eyes stedfastly on that blessed Man. 

    Then, just to enlarge on Proverbs 4:25, Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. It is not looking up now. It is the path here. You learn to focus your eyes that way, as I was already saying; not looking up; I have already dwelt on that; but look straight on. Do not turn aside to the right or to the left. Hence, Let thine eyelids look straight before thee. I speak now to you young people, because you are so easily misdirected, turned aside by a little influence or something that happens, and you miss the great moment. The Lord is saying to us now, He is calling attention to the need of intentness and energy and purpose. All these organs of ours, whether it be the eyes or the feet  whatever it be, for they are mentioned, too  we are to see to it that we have proper balance and learn how to control ourselves. Flee youthful lusts. That is one of the things that helps the saints. Flee youthful lusts. But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart, 2 Timothy 2:22. Do not forget them; do not be an isolated person; do not be a single unit unattached. God hates unattached people. Good enough if you are detaching yourself from something evil, but not to remain unattached, because you are exposed to the devil if you are unattached. You want to get attached to the Lords people. Pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. That is all I had to say. You can see how this verse helps to recommend what I have been saying. Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be well-ordered. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left; remove thy foot from evil. If it is touching it in the least measure, remove the foot. It is your member. You say, I am not doing very much harm. You know how to use the language to minimise wickedness, but it is wickedness. Remove your foot from it. Your foot belongs to you, and the Lord is saying, It belongs to Me, too, if you are Mine as you are. Remove thy foot from evil. That is the word, dear brethren. May the Lord bless it to us! 
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    PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS ON THE PROVERBS  CHAPTER 7 (JND 30)

    Proverbs 7

    In this seventh chapter we have another aspect of Wisdoms ways. It is not open wickedness in which the will is active against which it directs its remonstrances; it speaks of the snares laid for those who have no intention to do evil, but whose lusts and passions lay them open to those snares. Hence the soul is called upon to be previously diligently filled with the precepts and counsels of wisdom, that it may be in no way taken in them. 

    This is a very important point. It is not sufficient (how often has the Christian found it!) not to have any intention to do evil, nor even to have the intention to do right. We are in a world of snares and temptations. We have to watch and pray, lest we enter into temptation  to have the soul filled with the divine things of wisdom, and the thoughts of wisdom guiding the mind and the path, so that the allurements of evil and Satans wiles take no hold upon us. The mind lives in another sphere. It is indeed another nature to which evil is offensive, and which detects it in the allurement itself, and deals with that as evil, instead of being. attracted by it. The precepts and light of divine wisdom fill and guide the thoughts; and evil is evil  is contrary to the state of the soul, walking in lowliness and obedience, not as fools but as wise, simple concerning evil indeed, but wise concerning that which is good. The words of counsel, implying, as we have seen, obedience and subjection of heart, are to be kept, and the commandments of a father laid up. And they are to be kept as well as laid up, and treasured, delighted in, kept before ones mind., on the fingers, and tables of the heart, and confessed and owned as that with which we are of kin, to keep us from the flatteries and allurements of sin. 

    The young man void of understanding went, notes the way of her house. It was not a deliberate purpose, as verse 21 shews; but the path of wisdom and her precepts would never have led him there  would have led and kept him elsewhere. He followed at least the idleness of his heart. This is a solemn warning. Nor is there light on this path. He was not walking in that light in which a man does not stumble. Nor is the conscience ever really good there. It is not an actually bad conscience, but a good conscience is always in the presence of God. He that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest that they are wrought in God. Here there were passions ready to be ensnared, without a safeguard; and a conscience which darkness suited better than light, which was not walking in the light; idleness of will which had shame, in a measure, of its own ways. It was not a path in the broad daylight of God. And, oh, how great a thing it is, and how blessed a thing! Look at the path of Jesus: where was that? We have greatly to seek this. 

    But now we have the boldness of a hardened conscience  a terrible thing. A defiled one with a broken heart Christ can meet; but a bold one is a shocking thing. There is no home to such a heart. But the idleness of passion is no safeguard against its ways. It can flatter, awaken lust, be ready to minister to it to win its ways. It reckons on fear in the unhardened, though it has none. It has its means, however, false, of guarding against it; for one is a mean thing, even if hardened. There was no good man at all. It was naked vice; but stolen waters are sweet, though sin fills with fear. And the idle soul is caught in snares its will did not seek; but it was none the less the path of death. Nor is it the only snare the idle soul may meet. The soul that does not watch and pray (that is not filled with wisdoms ways and wisdoms thoughts, kept by Gods presence) will meet temptation somewhere. Still, here it is the snare of the strange woman. Her house is the way to hell. She has cast down many wounded, and strong men are all her slain. It is not human strength that resists temptation and passion; and such temptation has been the ruin of many who in this world were mighty, and even morally mighty. They have fallen under the snare, and were ruined; those who otherwise boast themselves have through this been weakness, and brought to ruin. The wise man presses it on him who had ears to hear. 

    Hebrew scholars make here a word which usually means strong to mean numerous, verse 26. 1 confess I do not see why, nor how, it can be sound with all. Many wounded has she made to fall, and strong ones are all her slain. I do not see the sense of numerous are all her slain; but that strength is of no avail against the snare, figuratively to shew the danger, and how powerful the snare is. To say that all her slain were strong ones is every way to the purpose. However this I must leave to abler Hebraists than myself. Only the Hebrew word is everywhere else used for mighty, or strong. The Authorised Version gives strong, but turns all into many. I confess, strong ones are all her slain is much more to the moral purpose of the sentence than anything else. 
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    THE WISDOM OF GOD (AJG 1)

    Proverbs 8:22,23; Proverbs 8:27-31; John 3:12,13; Colossians 1:24-29; Colossians 2:1-3; Ephesians 3:8-10

    I want to speak, dear brethren, of the wisdom of God, and to show how it is to come into expression in the assembly. What one has in mind in referring to it is that we might all gain some impression of the greatness of what God has called us to, for if we have been laid hold of by the gospel which has reached us in this day of the Spirit, we have been laid hold of to form part of the assembly, which is the greatest conception that divine love and wisdom could possibly bring into being. I hope I may be able to convey some little impression of that, how it is intended, that in it Gods wisdom should be seen. At the end of the epistle to the Romans, it says, To God only wise, the force of the expression being really, To God who alone is wise, conveying that wisdom is only with God, not, of course, that He cannot impart it to men, for He can, as it says, If any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not, and it shall be given to him, James 1: 5. It is a great thing to get the sense that God only is wise. Solomon says in Proverbs 21, There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against Jehovah. That is a very great comfort, that whatever man and Satan may do against God, and against His people, there is no wisdom in it finally. It may appear to have wisdom, and to a certain extent according to mans reckoning, it may have wisdom, but in the long run it will be all exposed as utter folly. God will expose it. And so in Revelation 12, the dragon appears with seven heads. That has a suggestion of completeness of wisdom, apparently, for the head is the seat of wisdom; and in chapter 13 the first beast appears, and he has seven heads. He is one of Satans agents that will shortly appear when the assembly is gone. Satan and the beast both appear to have remarkable wisdom, but where does it end? It ends in the lake of fire. The beast will be taken and cast alive into the lake of fire, and Satan will eventually be cast into the lake of fire, too, and that is the end, you see, of all wisdom against God; that is where it ends, and where its utter folly will be demonstrated. 

    Now we have in Proverbs 8 the thought of wisdom, which is personified there. It does not literally refer to Christ, because you will notice that all through the chapter it speaks of wisdom in the feminine. It says in chapter 9: Wisdom hath built her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars, and so on; so that wisdom is presented, not exactly as a figure of Christ, although there is no doubt whatever that when Christ appeared, the wisdom of God came into expression in Him, as we shall see in a moment; but the idea in Proverbs 8 is of wisdom regarded as a quality, and what God says about it. Wisdom, which is personified in the chapter says, Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I (that is wisdom) was set up from eternity, from the beginning, before the earth was. Now I understand that to mean, that before God began to work out His thoughts, He committed Himself to wisdom. His way as I understand it, is the means He takes to effectuate the thoughts that His heart has formed. God begins by forming certain thoughts, certain purposes, then the question is, how He is going to work them out; and with a view to working out what thoughts He had formed, He commits Himself to wisdom. It says, Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from eternity. That is to say, God does not do what men do. They get an idea and they begin to work it out, and they find, perhaps, that they have to scrap what they have done and begin again; or they achieve a certain measure of success, but they have to amend their original plan, and someone else comes along with something better; and so there is a continual displacement and supersession of what had gone before, but not so with God. If God forms a purpose, He carefully thinks out, according to wisdom, how He is going to work it out. He commits Himself to wisdom before He begins His operations, and then when He begins His operations. He carries them through in wisdom in relation to the thoughts He has already formed; so that first of all, we get, Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 

    Then from verse 27 onwards, we read, When he prepared the heavens, I was there; when he ordained the circle upon the face of the deep; ... when he imposed on the sea his decree that the waters should not pass his commandment, when he appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by him. That is, when God began His operations in creation, wisdom was by Him. By him it says; using figurative language, his nursling: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and my delights were with the sons of men. It is figurative language, suggestive, I believe, of the pleasure that God had in taking account of the thoughts He had formed in relation to the sons of men, and in the way in which He was going step by step, to bring these thoughts into expression and full completion. One cannot go into all the details. I have no doubt there was a reason in everything. 

    What God had in mind in relation to the sons of men was to form in that order of creation, men, not angels, but men, those who should be competent to respond to Him perfectly, to be brought into a place of greatest nearness and most holy intimacy, to be able to appreciate His glory and respond to it intelligently. Wonderful things God had in mind, showing unselfish He is; that He, being what He is, desired to have creatures before Him of such a character that they should be able to appreciate what He is with wonderful intelligence, and to respond to Him in wonderful affection. With nothing less than that would God be satisfied, and so I have no doubt that all these things had a meaning. When he imposed on the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment. What a comfort that is! The sea usually represents the workings of lawless men acted upon by Satan, but they are under control. It was in divine wisdom, dear brethren, that we should be here in a world of evil, for it is in having to be here and having to learn how to choose the good and refuse the evil, and having to learn to trust in God in the presence of evil; it is in all these things that we develop morally and spiritually, so that we may fit the position that God has in mind for us. And so He was pleased to allow that evil should come in, and that those who were the subjects of His purpose should find themselves in a world of evil, but what was it for? For our formation and education in the knowledge of Himself. And so He imposed on the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment. 

    What a comfort that is, when evil arises like a flood, as it does, sometimes, the saints fall back on that, that God has said to the sea, Hitherto shalt thou come and no further, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed, Job 38: 11; and we trust in God that when the waves of lawlessness arise, that He will just say to them, no further. The whole matter is under His control. We are thankful for that. So the seed of Abraham is likened to the sand of the seashore. God made the sea and provided the sand on the seashore. You may say, how weak is the sand, just little grains; but as held together the sand provides a barrier that the waves of the sea cannot pass over. And that is just what the saints are; they stand as a great bulwark against the forces of evil, so that however much they arise, there is something here that cannot be overcome. It is the seed of Abraham, the true seed of faith, those who know God, and God has set them as the bound of the sea, that it cannot pass over; Jeremiah 5: 22. All these details of creation, I have no doubt, were in divine wisdom because of what God was going to work out in relation to the sons of men. Wisdoms delights were with the sons of men. Wonderful thing to think of! Long before time, as we know it, was created, God had created angels; when He laid the foundations of the earth, all the sons of God, it says, shouted for joy, Job 38: 7. They were undoubtedly angels, and angels are creatures of much greater power than men, remarkable power, angels, mighty in strength, David says in Psalm 103: 20. One angel was able, without any difficulty, to dispose of the army of Sennacherib, an army of one hundred and eighty-five thousand. Think of the power of one angel, and yet, when it was a question of the purpose of His love, God did not choose angels, but set His delight on the sons of men! It ought to affect us greatly, that God has passed by angels and taken up the sons of men. 

    Well now, that being so, how is it to be worked out? How was God to secure an order of man that would be great enough morally to satisfy His heart and be able to respond to Him intelligently and appreciatively? Well, the next great step in divine wisdom is the incarnation. The great secret of divine wisdom is the wonderful fact that one of the Persons of the Godhead would become a Man, and so you get the Lord constantly speaking of Himself as the Son of man. Wisdoms delights were with the sons of men, but now the Son of man comes in. That is a title that the Lord constantly took as referring to Himself as One who had come in to take up all that belonged to man. He had to take up, dear brethren, all that attached to man because of sin, and give His life a ransom for many, if Gods thoughts for man were to be worked out. So we find Him saying, The Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many, Matthew 20: 28. Oh, wonderful grace! And yet on the other hand, God had destined man for the highest place. It says in Psalm 8, What is man that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and splendour. Thou hast made him to rule over the works of thy hands; thou hast put everything under his feet. That is what God has destined for man, but it was all to be taken up by the Son of man. In the end of chapter 1 of Johns gospel, Nathanael said to the Lord Thou art the Son of God, thou art the king of Israel, and the Lord said, Thou shalt see greater things than these. And he says to him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man. The Son of God, the king of Israel, related to Israel, but the Lord said, Thou shalt see greater things than these ... . Ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man. That is, the Son of man would be supreme, and the angels of God would ascend and descend upon Him; ascending, as it were, to receive His instructions, and descending to execute them, so great is the place of man in the Person of Christ. 

    Now in the verse I read in John 3, the Lord says, No one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. The latter is a remarkable expression, involving His deity. Though here as a Man, walking here on this earth, and speaking to Nicodemus, He could yet speak of Himself as the Son of man who is in heaven. He does not say, Who was in heaven, nor who is going to be in heaven; but the Son of man who is in heaven. It is an expression which necessarily involves His deity, because when you come to a divine Person, you cannot limit Him by any idea of location or anything of that sort. He inhabits eternity. He is everywhere. And when the Lord said, The Son of man who is in heaven, I have no doubt He was intending to convey the truth of who it was, that was there. That is the keystone of divine wisdom, that He who is God should become Man, and bring into manhood supreme moral excellence. God has brought in in Christ an order of manhood that is great enough in personal and moral excellence to satisfy His desires, great enough to express God, and to respond to Him in a perfect way. 

    But then, beloved brethren, that being so, what was in mind in a divine Person becoming Man, was that we might be brought into His life; and so redemption has been accomplished. That was a necessity. We read in the next verse, As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up. There was a divine must, because of the condition in which men were, they had become the subjects of sin and all its consequences. And therefore, if God was to effectuate His thoughts in relation to the sons of men, that matter must be dealt with according to God, sin must be judged; and as to the man who was sinful, his history must be terminated in judgment, and the Lord Jesus went to the cross in order that all that might be done vicariously for man. If it had been effectuated in us, we should never have emerged from the judgment of God; but the Son of God came and took vicariously, that is on behalf of others, the place that was ours, in order that the judgment might be borne and exhausted, and God be glorified, and the history of sinful man ended judicially in the cross of Christ. What for? In order that God might be free to give us life in Christ, and set us up in life in the heavenly order of manhood, the order of manhood that is according to His original thought, as it says in 1 Corinthians 15: 48: Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones. The first man was not Gods original thought; he was simply brought in by way of testimony, and that God might work out His thoughts in wonderful grace; but it is not an earthly order of man who has place in heaven. We have received the spirit of the heavenly One; we live in His life, and are of His order. But what I am seeking to bring before you is that God having conceived His thoughts in relation to the sons of men brought forward wisdom before setting about to carry them out; the first great step in wisdom being the incarnation. Not that it was first in point of time, because the foundation of the world came before that. When we get the expression in Scripture before the foundation of the world, I believe it always refers to the purpose of God. God had formed His purposes, and then the foundation of the world comes in with a view to the working of them out. So in John 17 the Lord says to the Father, Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world; it was a question of Gods purpose. When it is a question of the personal glory of Christ as having His part in Deity, in equality with the Father, the Lord does not use the expression before the foundation of the world. He uses the expression, before the world was, John 17: 5. Before the world was, I believe, conveys simply the thought of absolute eternity before time began; but when it is said before the foundation of the world, it has in view that God had formed a purpose, and that the world was founded with a view to working out that purpose. 

    Now when we come to Colossians and Ephesians, we have the thought of the assembly, and the assembly as the body of Christ. If you have followed what I have sought to present, and have some little impression of the greatness of what has come in in a divine Person having become Man, and that there is now such a Man before God in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, a Man in whom, Colossians says, dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, you will understand what an immense conception the thought of His body is; that is, that He should have a vessel in which what He is as Man can be expanded with a view to being expressed; not that it adds anything to Him in one sense, although it does in another. Eve added nothing to Adam, in one sense, because she was wholly derived from him; in that sense she added nothing to him, but on the other hand, she did add something to him, because in her he had a counterpart, a complement, the perfect answer, in feminine features, to himself. That is the thought, as I understand it, in the body of Christ, which is the assembly. And this is what we have been taken up for, the assembly, as Paul says in Colossians 1, for his body, which is the assembly. He makes it perfectly clear, that the assembly is Christs body. That knowledge, or the light of it, had arrested him years before, it shone upon him from heaven, when the Lord said to him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? Saul was not persecuting Christ personally; he was persecuting the assembly, ravaging it, as Scripture says; but the Lord says, Why persecutest thou me? showing Paul that the assembly here on earth was His own body, inseparably bound up with Him; so that anyone who touched the assembly touched Christ. That is what He meant; and so in that way as the Holy Spirit was received by Saul of Tarsus, the light would shine into his soul and expand as he went on. And now in this day, God is securing this masterpiece of divine wisdom, the assembly, the body of Christ; the vessel that is great enough to express Christ in all His features for the pleasure of God, and also, in the coming day as the city, to express God Himself. 

    Well now, in connection with that, we get greatly stressed the thought of mystery, and I would urge the youngest to take account of this, that if they are Christians and have received the Holy Spirit, they have their part in something which the wisest men in the earth know nothing of, if they are not Christians. They have their part in what Scripture speaks of as the mystery: something that God has been pleased to hide from the wise and prudent - those who profess to be wise and learned in the world - and which He is working out in the most wonderful way, though the world knows nothing about it. It says in Proverbs 25, It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a thing. The kings are the saints, viewed in their kingly dignity, and it is our honour to search out a thing. Now we ought to set ourselves to inquire, What is the mystery? and to look at the Scripture, and see what the mystery means. It was hidden, now it is all out. It was given to Paul to bring it out, to complete the word of God, and that involves his bringing to light the mystery. Now the mystery was this, that God was pleased to work by the gospel in all the nations under the sun, and to attract souls to Christ, and to seal them by the Holy Spirit, and by the Holy Spirit to bind them into one body. So that out of all those different components drawn from different parts of the earth, having different national characteristics and all that kind of thing, the wisdom of God is forming a wonderful vessel, the assembly, which is to be the vessel in which Christ is to find expression. This is no theory, it is an actuality. It is a remarkable testimony to the powerful influence of Christ over millions of people, absolutely diverse in character, that as they are formed under His influence, they are drawn together and held together in holy love. On the one hand it is a testimony to the wonderful influence of Christ, and on the other hand, it is a testimony to the wonderful power of the Holy Spirit, who also is a divine Person. 

    That is the mystery; and those of us who have been privileged to move about a little in different parts of the earth see it. If you go to England you see the saints bound together in love, loving Christ, they are all drawn from different social positions in life, they have different temperaments, yet they are all drawn together, they move together, they think the same thing, they say the same thing, they praise God together in the same way. And if you come to the other side of the earth, you find exactly the same thing; and you go to another part - to America, perhaps - and you see exactly the same thing. It is the mystery. The world cannot possibly understand it; the world has nothing equal to it. People say, How is it you have friends all over the world? You are going somewhere you have never been before, and you have friends there, and are received into their houses without the least difficulty. How is it? What does it mean? It is a mystery to them, they cannot possibly understand; and yet it is a great reality. It is a wonderful thing, the assembly, the body of Christ; and it is what God is working for, and so the apostle was labouring to present every man perfect in Christ. Nothing of flesh, of course, 

    can have any part in this living organism. If flesh obtrudes itself, it only spoils. You see how flesh spoiled the assembly at Corinth. It was no part of Gods purpose that the saints should fall into sin. There was no expression of Christ in that; no expression of the power of the Holy Spirit in that; no expression of the wisdom of God in that! It only showed to what a large extent through carelessness and unwatchfulness on the part of the brethren, Satan had gained a foothold. And Paul laboured, mourned and wept, and sent Timothy among them to bring to their remembrance, my ways as they are in Christ, according as I teach everywhere in every assembly. 

    Every assembly is to take on the same pattern, and that pattern can only be learned from Christ, and so Paul says he laboured to present every man perfect in Christ. The whole bent of his ministry was that every man was to be built up in the knowledge of Christ and to take character from Christ, the heavenly man, the man of Gods purpose, because every believer is to form his part in the body of Christ. And so he says, For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love. That is essential if Christ is to come into expression in His body, it is essential that the saints should be united together in love. If we are disunited, beloved brethren, what expression is there of Christ in that? You see how it cuts entirely athwart the divine mind, if we are not united together in love! You may say, we are very diverse, and we rub one another up the wrong way, and so on. That may be perfectly true as regards what we are naturally, but what about the influence of Christ, and what about the power of the Spirit? What about the bearing of the cross of Christ? Have we really learned how essential it was that Christ should go to the cross, because of what we are naturally? How essential it was that sin and the flesh should be judged and set aside for ever. Have we taken to heart what the sufferings of Christ really were? He actually went to the cross; He actually died, and He was actually buried, and all that was for us, every bit of it was for us. 

    And so if I embrace the gospel, I am to understand that what I am as in the flesh has been judged and has been ended in the death of Christ for me. Am I going to be so heartless in regard of the sufferings of Christ in all that He has borne for me, that I am going to continue to allow what He suffered to bring to an end? Is that going to be my attitude? If so, you may well inquire whether I have really embraced the gospel, whether I love Christ, if that is my attitude. No, dear brethren, this cannot be our attitude; our attitude is that in our own minds we are to be brought completely into accord with the cross of Christ, with all its implications, and as we are, we shall find that the personal influence of Christ and the power of the Spirit of God will enable us to move in a way that befits those who are of Christ, and the result is that we can be knit together in love. You cannot have the body, a vessel in which Christ is to be seen, unless we are knit together in love. There is no disunity in Christ; and so he says, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. That shows how great the mystery is! 

    Well, just one word more in Ephesians, and then I have finished; and that is to show how great the assembly is, or is intended to be, at the present time. And when I speak of the assembly, dear brethren, 

    you will understand that I am not overlooking what we must always bear in mind and feel; that is, that the assembly publicly is in a sad state of brokenness. What was set up publicly by Pauls ministry is in a condition of ruin, and therefore if one speaks of the assembly, one is not in any way claiming for any company of Christians that it is the assembly; one is recognising fully, and I trust with sorrow, what the actual state of the assembly of God is. On the other hand, it is our privilege to live in a day when the Lord has recovered the truth. It had been entirely lost, as regards any collective expression of it, up to the time when the Lord began to work, early in the last century, and from that day to this, the Lord has been steadily working, step by step recovering the truth that has been lost. And recovery out of the ruin has come about through those that name the name of the Lord withdrawing from iniquity. We must not connect the name of the Lord with iniquity, and so Paul says that we are also to follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. Scripture contemplates that as withdrawing from iniquity and following righteousness and these other things, we shall find others doing the same, and calling upon the Lord out of a pure heart, and we are to follow with them. There is to be no independence. Now when we find those with whom we can walk, what is to govern us? Obviously the only truth that is to govern us as moving together, is the truth of the assembly, for that is the truth that governs saints as set together, and we shall not be pursuing righteousness, if we do not allow it to govern us. Hence while we cannot assume to be the assembly, yet the light of it, its privileges, and the features proper to it have all been recovered in this our day, and are known in a measure of power and actuality by those who are going on together in the truth. It is in that sense that one ventures to speak of the assembly. 

    Now when we come to the third of Ephesians, the apostle says, To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ, and to enlighten all with the knowledge of what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God, who has created all things, in order that now - notice that word now - to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God. Now what do angels see as they look down on the assembly? They will see a great deal of confusion in the world; a great deal of lawlessness in the world. But what do they see as they look down on the saints of God as moving together? Well, dear brethren, what they should see, and what I have no doubt they do see, is divine order. They see the saints walking in love; they may see perhaps, evil come in amongst the saints, and then they see the saints in wisdom given them of God dealing with it in a way that is according to God, refusing to be identified with evil. Though the world is in a state of confusion and a great deal of evil passes tolerated, they see that there is a spot, in the midst of every evil, where all that is due to God is maintained. They see Satan working to introduce things amongst the saints that would mar the testimony, and see the saints held in living touch with their Head, in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and having wisdom to discern what is working, however subtly it may be covered up, and to deal with it according to God. That would be some of the ways in which they see the all-various wisdom of God. It would help the brethren in dealing with matters in care, and saints being called upon to deal with matters in assembly, to remember that principalities and powers in the heavenlies are looking on, to see the all-various wisdom of God in the way things are handled. We may also take account of another side of things; there are conditions in recent years resulting from the war, the saints in one part moving out in love to saints whom they have never seen, because of the links in Christ by the Spirit that bind them together. They see all this. What hath God wrought! These are only suggestions of some of the ways in which principalities and powers see the all-various wisdom of God. 

    I trust what I have said has been enough to show that the assembly, the body of Christ is the great expression of divine wisdom, according to purpose formed before the foundation of the world, and working out ever since. May the Lord help us to see that these are the things to be going in for. In the midst of the apostate state of things that we are surrounded by, God is working to open up this wonderful character of things. Our hearts are bowed as we think of the grace that gives us a part in it. May we grow, and be able to fill our part in the assembly which is His body. 

  
    CHRIST THE CROWN OF ALL GODS WAYS (CAC 30)

    Proverbs 8: 22 - 31; Genesis 3: 15; Genesis 12: 2; 2 Samuel 23: 1 - 5; Psalm 133: 3

    It is much to be desired that all Christians should be observant and thoughtful readers of Scripture, and this with a view to obtaining in a fuller way the knowledge of God. It is evident that man cannot by searching find out God. God is too great for man the creature to reach up to Him; and, in addition to this, sin has come in and put an immense moral distance between God and man. If God remained quiescent it is certain that man must be for ever in ignorance of Him. But God has been pleased in infinite goodness to take certain ways of which we have the record in Scripture, and of which Christ is the crown, so that we might have the intelligent knowledge of Himself. Indeed, it might be said that the whole of Scripture is the unfolding of two things   the ways of God and His purposes. His purposes were in His mind before His ways began, and they will presently be displayed as the issue and result of His ways in scenes of accomplished bliss. The purposes of God show us the nature of His thoughts and delights    they instruct us in all that God has before Him for the satisfaction of His love. But into this vast and blessed subject I do not now enter. His ways are the theme of my present meditation, and in speaking of His ways I do not use the term with reference to His government of men on earth, but in the wide sense of the course which He has taken to make Himself known, and to bring about the accomplishment of His purposes. The more we consider this great subject the more we shall discover in it the unfolding of what God is in wisdom, power, grace, and love    and all this while acting for the supreme good of man    and we shall plainly discern that Christ is the Crown of all the ways of God, and this will make Him very great and glorious in the estimation of our hearts. 

    The first great movement of God which is presented to us in Scripture is creation. 

    This must necessarily be so, or there would be no creatures to observe His further ways, or to be brought into infinite good as the result of those ways. The heavens and the earth were created, and the latter prepared and furnished in every way to be the habitation of man made in the image and after the likeness of God. But we miss the whole mind of God if we regard creation as anything other than the formation of a vast scene into which Christ should, in due time, be introduced    a scene which should eventually find its fulness and crown in Him. Hence we read that By him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him, and for him. And he is before all, and all things subsist together by him (Colossians 1:16,17). Christ is the beginning and end of all the ways of God (Proverbs 8: 22 - 31. Read the whole passage). It was in view of Christ that everything was created, and creation will never be seen or understood in its proper beauty and completeness until it is seen in relation to Christ    finding its Head and glory in Him in the day of completed reconciliation. 

    If I look around in creation now, I see the bondage of corruption on every side, the result of mans sin. (Unless, indeed, I survey the heavens, and see the glory of God there in perfection of beauty and order    a striking contrast to all the discord and confusion found on earth.) But it was all made for Christ, and it will be seen in its true character and beauty when He becomes manifestly its Head. 

    When we come to the creation of man we see a very distinct foreshadowing of Christ. It is expressly said that Adam was the figure of him to come (Romans 5: 14). Who but Christ could really fill up all that was involved in being in the image and after the likeness of God? Who but Christ could have all things put under Him to order everything for the good pleasure of God? I do not enlarge on a truth so obvious. 

    The second thing which strikes me in connection with the unfolding of Gods ways in Scripture is promise. 

    This element was introduced as soon as man had departed from his first estate. There was no occasion for promises so long as innocence continued. Man was surrounded by every good possible to him in the circumstances of his existence as an innocent creature, and promises of a higher order of blessing neither would have been appropriate nor could have been understood by one who as yet had not the knowledge of good and evil. But when the accomplished act of disobedience had proved the success of the serpent in alienating man from God, and man had thus fallen under the power of evil and the sentence of death, immediately the element of promise appears in Gods ways. It may be said that the statement that the womans Seed should bruise the serpents head was not exactly a promise to man, but rather part of the divine sentence on the serpent. But inasmuch as it was a declaration of what God would bring to pass with a view to His own glory in mans blessing, it certainly was of the nature of promise. And, henceforward, promises form by far the most important and blessed part of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

    It is impossible to go into detail on such a great subject without extending the present remarks far beyond their intended limits. But it may be said in general that the Old Testament promises fall into three classes: those which stand in relation to sin and death and Satans power in the widest and fullest way; those which stand in relation to all the confusion which sin has introduced here; and those which come in in connection with the utter weakness of man. I will give an example of each class. 

    In Genesis 3 we see the introduction of sin and death and Satans power. These three things go together. No sooner were they introduced than God appeared on the scene with a blessed declaration of His own purpose (Genesis 3: 15). It is so all through Scripture. As different manifestations of the power of evil and its fruits appeared, God met them with promises. In the case before us, the serpent had no sooner shown his head than God said, I will have a Man to bruise that head. And as the history of evil and of mans weakness developed, God met it all by promises. He pledged Himself to remove the evil, and to put a corresponding good in its place. So every manifestation of what was evil became the occasion for a promise in which God engaged Himself to remove that evil, and to put in its place what was good, and holy, and blessed. 

    It is a terribly solemn fact that sin, and death, and Satans power have come into the world. Men struggle in vain to get rid of these things. All civilised nations are doing their best to improve the condition of things here. They succeed, perhaps, in whitewashing the exterior a little, but under the surface there are dead mens bones, and all uncleanness (Matthew 23: 27). These men try to grapple with death. People are deeply interested in medical science and hail with delight every new discovery. They are glad to think that death can be pushed back a year or two. But how impotent is man in all this! Sin is here and men cannot remove it; death is here and men cannot set it aside; Satans power is here and men are glad to have it so. An overwhelming majority are in favour of Satans rule, and prefer it to Gods. Satan says to man, You can go your own way, but if God were to rule He would necessarily say, You must go My way. Men say, We prefer to go our own way, and not Gods way. They thus choose to be ruled by Satan. 

    How blessed to see that God has brought in Christ to meet the question of sin, and to annul death and Satans power! Christ has put away sin, annulled death, and bruised the serpents head. In contrast to sin and death and Satans power, He has brought in righteousness and life and the kingdom of God. He is the Antitype of the coats of skin and the tree of life. The promise of Genesis 3: 15 finds its Yea and Amen in Him. 

    Then in Genesis 12: 2 we have an example of a class of promises which have relation to all the confusion which sin has introduced here. Sin and death and Satans power having come in, there is confusion here instead of blessing. Everything is out of order. Let us make ourselves a name (Genesis 11: 4) is mans supreme ideal of happiness. Many a man would be willing to sacrifice wealth, rest, pleasure, health, natural affection, and even life itself if he could thereby make himself a name. But all this results in Babel (confusion), because it excludes God, and there is no true happiness in it. Blessing is happiness conferred by God. Gods answer to Babel was the calling out and blessing of Abram. I will ... bless thee, and make thy name great (Genesis 12: 2). God called him out of the confusion of the world to have true happiness, and to be made great in a divine way. The world has but a poor idea of happiness and greatness; it is all confusion if looked at morally. But God delights to make men happy and great by giving them the knowledge of Christ. God made Abrams name great by bringing Christ into his family. All blessing from God is centred in Christ. Men are looking for happiness either in the Babel of sins confusion or in Christ. The world system often looks very attractive to the young; they do not see the emptiness of it all; but it is all tinsel and unreality. There is very little real happiness in the hearts of worldly people, with all their pleasures. They get a certain amount of gratification for their natural tastes but very little real enjoyment. Viewed morally all is in confusion here because God has not His true place in mens consciences and hearts, and there can be no real happiness in confusion. 

    Christ was here entirely apart from all the confusion of this world. He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness, and therefore was anointed with the oil of gladness above His companions. If men are led by Christ it will certainly be in the paths of righteousness, and only in those paths can true happiness be found or enjoyed. Christ is Lord of all and Head of every man, and in confessing and obeying Him we get outside the confusion of the world, and into the sphere of true blessing. In a coming day He will have universal sway, and all confusion will be at an end. He will order everything in righteousness, lawlessness will cease, and therefore every hindrance to the full blessing of man will be removed. Inconceivable happiness will pervade the universe when everything is subjugated by the gracious power of Christ to the will of God. Every kind of misery and suffering will be set aside, and the supreme goodness of God will be the satisfaction and happiness of men. Then shall be brought to pass what is written in Genesis 12: 3, In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. Every element of confusion and evil will be displaced by order and goodness, and everything will minister to the unalloyed happiness of men. 

    With regard to the present time, Christ is presented to men in the gospel that they may be attracted to Him, and thus morally separated from this world of confusion. It is certain that God has more resource and power to confer happiness than the world or its prince, and in believing on Christ and obeying Him we come into blessing    God-given happiness. 

    God gives what is worthy of Himself, and therefore the happiness of those who receive from Him is immeasurable. The promises express Gods unnumbered thoughts of blessing towards man. They are all brought to pass in Christ, and established through redemption in such a way that they can never be overturned. 

    Then a third class of promises comes in by reason of the utter weakness of man. For an example of this class I turn to 2 Samuel 23: 1 - 5. These were the last words of David. Gods gentleness had made David very great; many divine promises were connected with him; but he came to his last words  he was not suffered to continue by reason of death. Death is the utter weakness of man. The promises could not be established in a man who was going down into death. David was not strong enough to hold the promises. He had to recognise the necessity for another Person to come in who should be as the light of the morning, like the rising of the sun, a morning without clouds. There was One who could pass through the night of mans death and condemnation, and rise to be the Sun of an eternal day  One able to hold everything for the glory of God and the blessing of man in the power of resurrection. David had to turn from himself and his own house to Christ. He was dying, and his house was not so before God, but he could turn to a greater Person in whom everything should be established in the light and power of resurrection. An everlasting covenant, ordered in every way and sure is established in a risen Christ. Man in the flesh could not hold the promises of God by reason of death, but David, by the Spirit, was in view of One who could establish them and hold them for ever. Whatever promises of God there are, in Christ is the Yea, and in Him the Amen. 

    In the world to come, death will no longer be a dark cloud resting upon everything here. The blessing will be commanded, even life for evermore (Psalm 133: 3). The righteous will enter into life eternal. Men will enjoy without a cloud the favour of God; death will be swallowed up in victory. All this has been made known in the way of promise, and there is not a single promise of which Christ is not the crown. It is He, and He alone, in whom and by whom all will be fulfilled. 

  
    RIGHTEOUSNESS (FER 4)

    Matthew 5: 1 - 48; Proverbs 8: 20, 21

    It seems to me of the greatest importance to apprehend Christianity in its moral aspect. From the fact of its being the fruit of the revelation of God, whose nature is the spring and source of all morally, you can understand that you must be impressed strongly with the moral element, and not satisfied with what is merely dogmatic. The apostle desired that the saints might be knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God. Thus he wanted them to be kept from dogma. Dogma in general calls for unintelligent submission. Certain things are laid down to be accepted unintelligently; but that is not the character of true Christianity. The more one knows about it, the more one is impressed with the moral aspect of Christianity. 

    One element in Christianity, and evidently the first, is righteousness. I want to show you that righteousness must be the first principle in any system which is of God. God is the righteous God, and any system that stands in relation to God must have righteousness for its first principle; and what flows from that is the way of righteousness. It was that which led me to the verse in Proverbs 8, where wisdom says: I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment. 

    The principle of wisdom is personified, and this verse shows plainly the connection of things. Wisdom leads in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment. 

    My object is first to show you the divine way of bringing us into the way of righteousness; and I would like to impress you with this, that righteousness must be the first principle, or law, in any system which is of God. This is the case even in human things. In a country which is well governed under a code of laws, the principle which lies underneath that code of laws is righteousness. Righteousness is the maintenance of rights, and any code of laws which may exist in this or in any other country has that end in view. There are certain rights connected with life and property in society, and there is a system of laws, enforced by penalties, to maintain such rights, so that even in human things the first principle is righteousness. 

    Now there are two things spoken of continually in Scripture, namely, law and lawlessness. These two expressions are common, but I think people have been defective in the apprehension of both. 

    The current idea is this, that because Christians are not under law, that is, the Ten Commandments, they have escaped law altogether. This arises, let me say, from an imperfect apprehension of the idea of law. It seems to me that, in the way in which God has constituted things, everything is dependent on the operation of law. How do we keep upon the earth? It is by the operation of law. How does the earth move in its appointed orbit in relation to the sun? It is by the operation of law. Everything is regulated by laws or principles of government. We have it all around. 

    Now the contrast to law is very simple to understand. There would be utter confusion if it were possible for things to escape from the operation of natural laws, we have no doubt that law binds, and keeps things in their appointed places, and points to the wisdom of the Creator. Everybody would accept that as to natural things, but the same principle must prevail in moral things. It seems to me monstrous and illogical that natural things should come under law and rule, while there should be, in moral things, utter confusion. 

    In the moral system or universe things are out of gear. If you look at the heavens, you see the most perfect order. Everything is regulated by law, and so it is in regard to physical things on earth. I only refer to this in order that you should get a right apprehension of law. You may get a specific law like the Ten Commandments, but underneath the outward system there were the great moral principles which are properly the rule of the moral universe. As, for instance, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God ... and thy neighbour as thyself. These are great moral principles. The point is that everyone may be maintained in relation to God and to his neighbour. Love was to bring happiness, and that has never been abrogated and never can be. It is not simply dogma, but the law of righteousness in the moral universe. 

    Righteousness is what is right. You get the expression in the prophet Isaiah, I declare righteousness, I speak things which are right. You can understand that what is right must come from God. As the sun is the centre of the solar system, so must God be the centre of the moral universe. What is right proceeds from God being love, and everything must be according to that, and what is not according to that is not morally right. The nature of God should rule or regulate all in the moral universe. 

    I have said that much to give a wider bearing to law than is sometimes attached to it. But now a word in regard to lawlessness. Supposing that such a thing could occur  thank God, it cannot  as that there should be a suspension of the law of gravity, we should all go to destruction, and that would mean, that things on the earth had got into lawlessness. Lawlessness is in contrast to being under rule, and describes anything which has escaped from the appointed rule of law. Man has escaped from the law of the moral universe, and the result is that he has gone morally to destruction  he is lost. The secret of his being lost is that he has become lawless. It is well to understand the force of these expressions which occur often in the Scriptures. 

    The first principle of law in the moral universe is evidently righteousness, and this stands in contrast to lawlessness. One striking passage which confirms this is found in Psalm 45. Speaking of the Lord, it says, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness and hated lawlessness: therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy companions. That is what marked Christ as man here. He abode in relation to God and to all other. He could not move away from the orbit of Gods will for man. He was more than man, but having taken the place of man He remained in the appointed orbit. He also accomplished righteousness on the cross. 

    The passage I quoted brings the two principles into contrast. Thou hast loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. I look at Christ coming here as a new departure in the ways of God. Up to that point the world had been lost. The Gentiles had gone out of the way, they were idolatrous and away from God. They had gone to moral destruction, and the Jew was no better. He attempted to imitate the Gentile, and was morally as far away from God as the Gentile. Then it was that the Son of God came upon the scene, made of a woman, made under law, and that was a new departure on the part of God. Christ came here, the righteous One. He is spoken of as the beginning  there was the beginning of righteousness in the righteous One. God had maintained men of faith in measure in righteousness, but with them there had often been great failure. Even with Abraham there were defects, but the Lord as Man upon earth could appeal to the Father as the righteous Father, for He was the righteous One. He abode in the orbit which God had marked out for man down here. He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. 

    I read Matthew 5 because the Lord lays stress there on righteousness, and says He had not come to destroy the law but to fulfil it. In Christ, law was to be fulfilled. I do not now speak of the way in which He did it, but the law was fulfilled in the fact that He was the righteous One, and accomplished righteousness. The accomplishment of righteousness was this, that Christ vindicated the judgment of God which lay upon man here. The judgment was right. It was not arbitrary. If man became lawless, it was right for God to terminate his life upon earth. The sentence of death was a just judgment. If God gave a specific rule of duty and man infringed it, it was right that that man should come under curse. Hence you get two things  man under death and, at the same time, Israel under curse. 

    Christ vindicated God in regard to His righteous judgment. He took upon Himself mans liabilities, and glorified God in the bearing of those liabilities. That is what I mean by the accomplishment of righteousness. He was the righteous One, and He hated lawlessness. He took up that which lay upon man and glorified God in the bearing of it. He was made sin, and entered into death; He was made a curse in being hanged on a tree. He took up every liability under which man was by the righteous judgment of God and glorified God; hence the accomplishment of righteousness in the righteous One. Death and the curse no longer stand between God and man. 

    Now it is immensely important to us to apprehend that Christ is the beginning of the ways of God for the bringing about of what is right. New heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells is right, and the beginning of it was in Christ becoming man. Righteousness is in the righteous One, and also the vindication of Gods judgment that lay upon man here. It behoved God to give testimony of the accomplishment of righteousness, and He has given testimony that every liability of man has been met, and that testimony is in the resurrection of Christ. That is the great testimony to what was accomplished in Christs death. The testimony of Christ risen God presents for universal acceptance. It is a universal testimony, as the sun in heaven. Christ risen is the testimony that all that under which man was by the righteous judgment of God has been met, and God glorified in the meeting of it, and hence the grace of God goes out in Christ to every man upon earth. 

    I come now to the place which Christ in resurrection occupies in regard to every man. Evidently, the way which God has taken to retrieve things has been by the raising up of a Head for man. That point has been too much lost sight of by many. As everything was lost in a head who brought in sin and death, so the divine way to retrieve was by raising up a Head, and the grace of God is presented to man in Him in order that man may recognise the Head whom God has raised up. 

    In the preaching of the gospel there is the presentation of divine grace. Repentance and forgiveness of sins are preached in the name of a Man. Through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins. The object of Gods testimony is that souls may be brought to recognise the Man whom God has raised up. In the recognition and faith of that Man men get living water; they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in order that they might be attached to that Man. I want every one here to apprehend that God has taken His own way of recovery in raising up One who is Head of every man, and God presents the testimony of grace in the name of that Man in order that He may be recognised by men, so that they may receive living water. Most will recall what the Lord said to the woman of Samaria in John 4, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. In the end of Luke the Lord said, Thus it behoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. That is in the name of a living risen Man. The Lord Jesus Christ spoke there, and at the same time said that He was going to send the promise of the Father upon them. The disciples were to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high. And at the end of Scripture we get Let him that is athirst come, and whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely. Christ is the Head of every man in order that man may receive from Him the gift of living water. 

    I have attempted sometimes to show the distinction between Christ as Lord and as Head. As Lord, He, like Moses, presents to man the authority of God. Christ presents the authority of God because in Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. As Head He is pre-eminent of men like Adam was to all the human race. Christ is the Head of every man, and He occupies that place that He may give to every man who recognises Him the living water. He does not have to say to those who do not recognise Him, but to every one who receives the testimony in His name He gives living water, in order that the Head may be law to us, that we may come under the influence of moral rule. This is the way in which God has recovered man, bringing him back to righteousness, which is the rule of the moral universe. 

    I would like you to turn for a moment to Romans 7: 4, Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. Mark the last clause. Again, For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members, to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered from the law, being dead in that wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. That passage shows that we have by death got away from the law, that is the specific law, by the body of Christ, to be married to another, and now Christ has become law to us. We get into the influence of rule by being attached to another, to one who has been raised up from the dead. Then there is a passage in 1 Corinthians 6: 17, He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit. I have no doubt that both these passages hang on the fact that Christ has communicated to us the living water, the object of which is to attach us to Himself. In both passages the figure employed is that of a husband, and we have become joined to Christ as husband. He is husband to us. We are married to Him that we might bring forth fruit unto God. We have been brought thus into the way of righteousness, and fruit is the fruit of righteousness. You have been brought into mans orbit in relation to God and his neighbour, and all by being attached to the Lord. You bring forth fruit unto God. 

    Now as to Proverbs 8. I have no doubt that the chapter is prophetical and looks forward to the New Creation. What I understand by wisdom is resource. A man of wisdom is a man of resource, one who is not baffled by a difficulty or in an emergency. So Christ is spoken of as the wisdom of God, and in emergencies in things moral the resource of God is Christ. In the recovery of things God has effected everything by Christ. If it were a question of setting forth righteousness here upon earth in the path of a Man, this was in Christ. If it were the accomplishment of righteousness in the bearing of judgment, this too was in Christ. If it were a question of raising up a Head who could communicate living water to man, this was in Christ. He is the expression of divine wisdom. Wisdom has become our Head, and what is important for us is that we have become children of wisdom. That is the divine way for us. By the living water we are attached to the Head; we are joined to Him. And it is but right that you should be attached to the One who bore your liabilities, the righteous One. You are joined to Him to bring forth fruit unto God. He is wisdom to us, He leads in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment; that He may cause those that love Him to inherit substance. 

    The more you enter into Christianity the more you see that it is morally right. It declares God. The divine and only possible way of grace has been to raise up a Head. Himself the righteous One, who has taken up mans liabilities in order that man, by the Spirit which Christ gives, may be attached to Christ; that He may lead us in the way of righteousness that we may bring forth fruit unto God. It says in Philippians, Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. The fruits were by Jesus Christ and not by the Philippians. 

    The righteousness of God expresses the rights of God. God has rights. He is love, and love is of God, and there are rights which thus belong to God. God is entitled to the supreme place in the affections of every intelligent creature. Christ bore the righteous judgment of God which lay upon man that these rights of God might have place. 

    I hope I have made things plain. I speak of these things because many amongst us are young, and I feel much for them. I see the enormous importance of their apprehending Christianity as the declaration of what is right, and Gods way is right and according to divine wisdom; and His way has been, not to attempt to reform man by eradicating the evil from man here, but in the raising up of a Head, to communicate living water that He may lead men in the way of righteousness. 

    The point for us is, have we accepted the drawing of Christ? The woman in John 4 was greatly drawn to Christ. The time had not come then for the communication of the living water, but she was greatly attracted by Christ. She had been in lawlessness, outside of moral rule, but she was drawn to Him, and she got into the way of righteousness by being drawn to the One who gave living water. 

    And it is the same with us. The gift of living water attaches us to the Head of every man. He leads us in the way of righteousness, you bring forth fruit unto God and you serve God, and He is entitled to be served in holiness and righteousness. Instead of being in lawlessness we are led in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment, we are caused to inherit substance instead of wind. 

  
    CHAPTER 8 (JND 30)

    Proverbs 8

    Wisdom is not in this world simplicity, but leads us into it. Simplicity is the blessed result in the highest way, when God is all to the new nature. But God is wise in His ways in ordering all things, and we are now in a scene of evil, and a complication of received good and actual evil in will and fact, which needs for him who would go aright a path which the vultures eye hath not seen. In truth there is none in the world in itself. Where all is morally wrong and departed from God, there can be no right path. Adam did not want a path. As to him he had only to stay where he was. When we have gone wrong, and are driven out by God, and so need a path, none can be found. There is none. But God deals with this scene  now with man in it, hereafter with the scene itself, and has a path and result which was before the worlds, and which wisdom points out to us, calling men into it. Where shall wisdom be found, and where is the path of understanding? It is not to be found in the land of the living. Destruction and death say we have heard the fame thereof with our ears. So they have. They tell us the vanity of all the scene we are in, and, above all, of man at the head of it, the sorest place of all. But it is only negative. This is an immense truth, that there is no way for living man fallen from God. This is what is described in the book of Ecclesiastes. Man under the sun, his will works. What can his will, multiplied in the contentions of many, do? But God understandeth the way thereof, and He knoweth the place thereof He ordered creation, but to man He said, The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding. This, as Ecclesiastes says, is the whole of man. That book does not go farther, and it is a deep and immense instruction to get this by itself, the position and condition of man as such ascertained, bringing God and responsibility to him, without reaching Him, but looking at man as he is here, and without revelation, but knowing good and evil, accompanied by the declaration of judgment. 

    Proverbs takes a wider sphere, because it is occupied with wisdom, not with man simply as he is. Hence we have always God in Ecclesiastes (save the fear of Jehovah at the end), Jehovah in Proverbs. The sphere we live in is one of a perverse will in man, who will not have God, but a knowledge of right and wrong in himself, of the difference of right and wrong, in a scene where nature retains abundant marks of a wise and good Creator, of almighty power, yet in this its lower part in a state of ruin and corruption, away from God, and in what man knows to be corruption about Him too; so that, when he has not revelation, that is, the word, he is fain, in hopeless subjection to what is false, to rear his altar to an unknown God. Such instinctive knowledge there must be as makes him feel that he knows nothing of Him  a sad condition for a responsible soul. 

    Wisdom, the word of God, comes into this scene, shews what it is, reveals God in it, the way of truth, but that word shews it existing in God before the world was. It looks back to creative wisdom, but to a purpose then set up which will be fulfilled; but it deals with what it meets with, and shews with divine light what is the scene and state of things of which I have spoken. Its utterances are the truth, and reveal withal the counsels of God. Christ was, and of course is, this wisdom, but He is more, for He reveals God Himself; and then comes in necessarily another thing  grace and truth come by Jesus Christ. This last we have not here. It was foretold and prophesied of, but could not be till the Lord Himself came, and effectually for us only when redemption was accomplished, and He had glorified God. (Compare Titus 1: 1-33; 2 Timothy 1: 9, 10.) But we have the general truth of the activity of Gods testimony, which, after all, is grace, His dealing with the consciences of men, and wisdom in the creation, and in a general way that His thoughts and purposes of divine delight rested in the sons of men, accomplished so perfectly in Christs incarnation, proclaimed so blessedly in the angels song, Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good pleasure in men; but here, too, wondrously set forth, shewing the dealing in truth by wisdom with men, and the unspeakable testimony of where His delight was before the world was wisdom having its delight where Gods delight in eternity was. Its delight was in the sons of men. Now we say, Christ the wisdom of God and the power of God. 

    But the revelation of wisdom and its exercise is in the midst of an evil world. What wisdom has to say she would not have to say if the world were not evil; yet it is a strange thing, and must be wisdom to speak Gods truth in such a world. And such it is. We read in Ephesians, See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. Redeeming the time means seizing opportunities, as Daniel 2: 8, which I note because it shews the world to be evil, and, though under Gods hand, still evil to be in power. And then wisdom has to cry. It reveals surely, too, all the counsels of God in Christ, blessing beyond the evil. We speak wisdom among them that are perfect, wisdom ordained before the world to our glory; but even this is brought about as to the wisdom of the way by the coming of evil and redemption. It is divine wisdom bringing good out of the evil in accomplishing His counsels towards us. Sin, weakness, guilt was our state, but through redemption issuing in glory, according to the display of God in that redemption, whose love, mercy, righteousness, supremacy over evil have been glorified in the work of Christ, and we in righteousness brought into that glory; that as sin appeared sin, working unto death by that which was good, the perfect law of right for man, so God might appear God by the display of all that He is, in bringing us to glory through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Here we have it in its elements. We have seen it hitherto as the order of subordinate authority and parental care, the maintenance of paternal order. Here we have something more. The world is evil, and wisdom cries aloud in testimony in the midst of the world as it is, though revealing the grace that accompanies wisdom. 

    Wisdom crieth, and understanding putteth forth her voice. Wisdom I take to be the gathering up all that experience can give, so as to judge of all things by it, only that in God it is intrinsic knowledge of all things, and all their relations and state. This He furnishes to us as far as we are capable of it as creatures in His word. Every word of wisdom is perfect as to that to which it applies. It comes from a perfect divine knowledge of all, and our path in it, as God sees it. It applies to what we are in, but it comes from God, who knows His own mind, in what we are in, and about it, and that He gives  only we know in part. As having received it now, we have it all ours. Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things, We cannot instruct the Lord, we are told, but we have the mind of Christ. As addressed to us, it is the perfect light of God on that of which it speaks to us. The world is in confusion and evil. Grace makes God cry to us in that day. It was present in Christ. (Compare Isaiah 50.) 

    Understanding puts forth her voice, as wisdom comprehended all, and brought divine light to bear on it, Understanding discovered all. Verses 2 and 3 shew remarkably the character of this testimony. She meets man where he is, lifts up her voice above the roar and confusion of mans restless activities in this world, meets him in the throng, and puts herself forward in the highway of passage to bring in the light of God, and His claim on man for his good. She summons mans ear to hear, and think of something besides the urging of his own will and the turbid stream of his passions and earthly hopes. To you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the sons of man. So Christ, the life, was the light of man. Christ, though He did not lift up His voice in the streets, but only to be so much the more heard of all that had ears to hear, yet sent it on the housetops by His apostles, Himself the perfect subject and wisdoms self, rather than the proclaimer of it, yet sowed the word. Christ, I say, was this wisdom displayed in subjective perfection in this world. Every word He uttered was a part of it, and the right part when He uttered it. How He discovered all I need not say. He did not learn wisdom partially by experience, as that which He had not (though as true man He grew in it); but was that which experience is to learn. Sorrows He learnt for us, difficulties, opposition; but He was wisdom in the midst of it. However, God in active grace brings this to bear on the conscience and hearts of men  says, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. The word was proclaimed, on the top of the high places, in the view of men, in the thronged resorts of men, and where every one must enter that belonged to a human dwelling-place or home. And her address was to men. Gods word and wisdom are formed for and expressed to them. When it was there in life, the life was the light of men; theirs in divine counsels, and adapted to their condition. 

    It came to bring the truth, not to find it. It came to the simple and fools; it brought light and understanding to the simple  the hearing ear, through grace; it brought to the simplest and most foolish, divine wisdom for themselves  a light and guide in all the circumstances they were in. They were excellent things, for they came from God, and revealed Him, and they were right things  put everything in its true moral place with God, and with Gods authority. For wisdoms mouth speaks according to the real nature and state of things, and that as to their relationship with God  tells the truth of everything, and is equally abhorrent from all evil itself. This is the great controversy with mans pretensions. He has his own mind the centre of all the confusion, leaving out God, and pretending to judge by it the scene of confusion he is in  yea, even to judge God Himself, and what He ought to be. Wisdom is bringing, in applicable detail, the light of God and His authority in it into the scene of confusion which is so as departed from Him. The will of man will not have it; his passions and lusts are dearer to him. 

    But there is another character of divine wisdom; it is straight and simple, because it is profound and perfect. It is itself  itself in the midst of confusion and complication, but always itself. Human subtilty and wisdom must take the tortuous course which seeks to avoid the evil which it belongs to and lives amongst, of which it forms a part, though it may be a cleverer part; but it must act by the motives and passions which govern man, because it has nothing else to act upon, nor by. It cannot be above the sphere to which it belongs, though it may see a little farther into it than the simple and foolish but it cannot see beyond present motives  they are its motives Divine truth and wisdom brings in God, and what is right with authority  is it in testimony, or in fact  if we take it as embodied in Christ. Hence it is always itself, for it is what comes into the scene, not what is of it, though light in and adapted to it, and (acting on conscience, that is) is light to the sense of right and wrong by bringing in God, the fear of the Lord, and hence gives a perfect path. The words are in righteousness, and in righteousness for and in the midst of the scene of will and confusion sin has brought in. 

    I take the most common-place outward example: Thou shalt not steal. In paradise there was no stealing. In heaven there will be none. In a perfect state such a thought could not exist. Yet property and rights of property have introduced confusion and ill-will and oppression on one side, and wrong on the other  in all ages a problem that no man can solve, and that there is no right to be found in. One form is oppression, another ruin and disorder. Wisdom is content with what it has, and covets no mans; it has the key to a perfect path of its own in the midst of the confusion, because of introducing God and His fear. It takes the heart of man out of all the motives which produce the confusion that exists, and gives it its own path in the midst of it. This is the most commonplace case, which I take on purpose. 

    Hence the Lord declines decision (He came not then to judge) in a case of alleged wrong, and continues, Take heed and beware of covetousness; for a mans life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth; and then exalts mans thoughts above such objects even as man, and brings in God as known goodness to those who had faith in Him; and this goes on to the highest display of the life of Christ in us. It was the laws place to mark this path in fact for man, not to reveal counsels or redemption or the display of God in man, but the path of man before God. So far it was wisdom, but it could not display God in counsels or in love connected with them, or it would not have been a law for man. Now we learn not man before God, but in Christ God before man, our rule of life, though this will surely not violate the other  against such there is no law. Thus there is nothing tortuous (froward) nor twisted (perverse), winding through the evil ways and corrupt motives of men to find an advantageous path through them.+ 

    Hence he who walks by divine wisdom is counted a fool  told he will be a prey to the world, for the world after all reckons on evil and looks to its subtilty as its resource to knowing more evil and plans to circumvent it. But obedience to the word is divine wisdom; for divine wisdom, that knows all things, has formed the path. We have to walk according to that lovely and divine precept that grace only could give us  Simple concerning evil, and wise unto that which is good. Hence to him that understands  has an ear and capacity to receive what is divine, they are all plain. They are Gods path, declared by Him, what leads in a straight and blessed path which is its own  that in which Christ walked. He that finds knowledge discerns that they are upright, right in themselves  the divine mind in us, we can say. 

    +I suspect there is more of will withal in perverse, Proverbs 8: 8; still it is in the main interwoven, and so subtle and perverse. 

    Now the new man discerns the uprightness of this path. As the Lord says, Wisdom is justified of all her children, though the world see not or hate it. Plain is that which is straight before us. Let their eyes look right on; compare chapter 4: 25, where the word right on is the same as plain here, Proverbs 8: 9; and straight the same as right here. It is all simple to him that takes divine light for his guidance, in thankful submission to Him who gave it. The path of Christ is the perfect expression of it: He is the wisdom of God. In value surely nothing can be compared with it  to have Gods way, and that a right one, through a world of evil. But, in a world like this, there is need of not being fools but wise. And divine light sees everything in divine light, and detects at once its character. It is of the profoundest subtilty in this way. It has the discernment of God. A scene of satanic deceit is perplexing to the mind perhaps. What is it? The entrance of it is contrary to the fear of the Lord; the whole thing is judged, though I cannot account for the hundredth part of it. The soul, not guided by the fear of the Lord, plunges into a scene beyond its powers, and is the sport of Satan. The fear of the Lord and the Spirit of truth, for the simplest mind, has preserved from and judged it all. But it is really the subtlest judgment which the humanly wise are taken in. Wisdom dwells with prudence, the reflective judgment, which the fear of God calls for and produces as seeking always His will, giving a discernment which judges of the true character of everything. It is subtle, dwells with it, is found where this is. It is strange to put straight and subtlety together;+ but it is just what divine wisdom does. In the witty inventions it is the cogitations of the heart which find out these witty inventions. When fully developed in us, we read, The spiritual man discerneth all things, and he himself is discerned of no man. He judges all around him, and whatever he has to walk in; but his motives, principles, and aims the natural man discerns not; his path baffles the cleverness of him who has not the Spirit. (See Rabshakehs interview with the servants of Hezekiah.) He is sure of his way, or motives, and principles: unknown to the unspiritual man, his way is a riddle to him. The result proves its wisdom to the world. His witty inventions (well considered thoughts) are beyond the ken of the natural man. This leads to the great principle and spring of it  the beginning of wisdom, the fear of the Lord  the bringing of God in so that His thoughts, not our wills, have authority over us. Where that is, we hate wrong, the exercise of will, and selfishness, contrary to the relationships in which we stand. All self-will, and setting up of self, the evil way and perverse words, wisdom hates. But if the heat and pretension of will is hated of wisdom, with it is counsel  the wisdom of a staid reflective mind, subject and looking to the Lord and the resources of sound judgment in difficulty, discernment, and strength. Compare Ecclesiastes 9: 13-18, where mere physical strength is contrasted, and the way wisdom affords security is spoken of. 

    +Proverbs 1: 4, subtlety, and 8: 12, prudence, are the same in Hebrew. 

    We now come to its direct earthly aspect in connection with Gods government of the earth. Government, righteous judgment, the rule of the great, depends on it. Thus we read of the wisdom of Solomon. They have to represent God in the discernment of good and evil and the maintenance of right by authority on the earth; this they can do only by divine wisdom. 

    I know Christians have much higher objects in hope and are called by them; but here we are on the ground of Gods government of the earth, and that government is carried on now, though not in the direct way it once was in Israel  a people of His own. Nor does wisdom ever get out of these paths. She is found only in the paths of judgment. In all cases and circumstances in which man has to walk, a way cast up in righteousness is the only one wisdom can walk in.+ She is always found in the midst of them (that is, cannot be out of the paths so formed and marked out). These are Gods, these are wisdom. And where Gods government is exercised in this world and for it, as wisdoms place, such a path issues in blessing and prosperity. Suffering in a hostile world may be more specifically our portion now, though from Abel down it was there. Still there is such a government of which God has not let loose the reins. He that will love life and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil and his lips that they speak no guile. Let him eschew evil and do good, let him seek peace and ensue it: for the eyes of Jehovah are over the righteous, etc. It is not only in Jobs time that it was true, that he withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous. This is government and the path of wisdom, an interesting point. But now the Spirit of God comes to counsels and purpose. 

    Wisdom has brought light into this world of confusion, divine light, but existed before the world was in the thoughts and counsels of God, Christ being the centre of all these counsels, and the object of Gods delight. He is the wisdom of God, as the power of God when He works. His works were the scene of wisdom and the wisdom was eternal  was there before the works and power displayed in the works, but with a fuller counsel yet. There is a path which God treads, so to speak  a path unfolding what is the fruit of His thoughts; but that path is not mere power without a plan and counsel; nor is He dealing wisely with what He finds, as we have to do. Wisdom is precious in that; but then it is in subjection, and a righteousness which is true wisdom, but which is obligatory on us: we have to find wisdoms path where we are, by doing right, for we owe that to God. But God possessed it in the beginning of His way. The point is not here that there was wisdom displayed in creation (no doubt there was); but the point is that, before the world existed, wisdom had its place with God. We have to find the path of it in creation, now ruined; but Gods mind and thought was before it all. This is what is brought out from verse 22 to the end of verse 29. No doubt wisdom was displayed when He prepared the heavens and put a compass on the face of the deep; but before all wisdom was there. It was there when He did it; but itself was from eternity. The earth was an occasion for its display  a work adapted by wisdom to the divine glory and the ends of that wisdom; but it was wisdom, it was itself, before it found a sphere for its display; and creation was its fruit, but not its object. It was itself, had its place with God, and its object on which its purpose rested. The first statement as to this is, that Jehovah possessed this wisdom already when His way began the movement to produce anything outside Himself  to reveal Himself. In the beginning of His way, before His works, wisdom was inaugurated,++ established as the authority and order on which, being in the mind of God, all was to be ordered and established; but, secondly, it was there in the secret time of eternity. It is in fact summed up in John 1 concerning the Word. 

    +When it is said in verse 20 I lead, it is really as in margin I walk. Wisdom is never found out of this path. 

    ++Literally, anointed. It is the same word as in Psalm 2: 6, translated, I have set. 

    Jehovah possessed this wisdom (it was the outset of all things) before the earth  in which His ways have been unfolded  existed. It was produced from Jehovah, brought forth as the fruit of His being in itself before creation  what was outside Himself  existed. And not only this earth, but when He prepared the heavens, wisdom was there. All this marks this wisdom as the produce and mind of Jehovah in itself and in Himself before mere creation (which existed from His fiat and word) had begun to exist. It is divine and in Godhead, as creation exists by His word outside Himself. No doubt it is spoken of mystically here; but Christ is it, and its revealed fulness and manifestation. He who is this was in the Father before the world was, before anything existed but what was in Godhead itself. He was God, but, as thus looked at, as subsisting, He was with God, and all things by Him, as the whole scene of the wisdom of the divine mind. But there was more than this. Wisdom was, objectively, the delight of the divine mind. The thoughts it produced were perfect, necessarily as itself, and the delight of the mind that produced them. They answered to it. lee do so with our petty minds, and yet ours answer often imperfectly even to our small minds, and all is partial. Divine wisdom was according to divine fulness and perfection, and expressed it as a whole, and was the divine delight. Christ was all this in His person; but here it was taken up abstractedly. It was always with God, by Him, in immediate intimacy of nature and fellowship; One brought up in love+ by Him His delight day by day. it is a wonderful description. 

    +The Hebrew word has created a difficulty. But it seems to be from a word giving it the force of the nursling of his love; the character and intimacy of the divine delight figuratively expressed. The word itself is used only here. Hence some (as Vulg., LXX, Luther) have referred it to another root, making it mean the workman or orderer of Jehovah. Compare Canticles 7: 1, workman, or artists. 

    But not only was divine delight in this wisdom here fully looked at as a person but it too (or perhaps we should now say He) was ever rejoicing before God at all times. This object of Gods delight was rejoicing itself before Him; so, subordinately and by grace, we are holy and without blame before Him in love. But here it was an eternal and divine object  what was in Godhead itself, yet with God objectively. Jehovah possessed wisdom as His delight before anything out of Himself was formed; and this wisdom was One rejoicing before Him. But there was a purpose that occupied wisdom before the sphere and scene existed in which the object of that purpose was to be developed. Wisdom rejoiced in the habitable parts of Gods earth, and its delight was with the sons of men. How wondrously does this come in! Though surely a wise God ordered the creation, yet wisdom was set on other things  man was the object in view. That wisdom, whose joy was before God and who was the delight and joy of God, was not delighting in the earth but in the habitable part of it. There was purpose. A poor trivial part of creation, if merely of creation  if we look at the vastness of the scene in which he moves, but the centre of all Gods purposes  the object of His thought before creation  complete in purpose, in whom, according to the purpose of that wisdom, was to be set up the whole display of it. The habitable parts of Gods earth wisdom delighted in, and its delight was in the sons of men. Man was first created a responsible being, but as a being, Gods delight, the centre of His ways here below, made in His image, after His likeness, and the image withal of Him that was to come. But this (though God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life so that he was His offspring) yet was a responsible man as a creature, and as a creature failed. But after many exercises and preparatory dealings of wisdom, He who was the wisdom of God and His power, by whom all things were created, became Himself a man. Life was in Him, and the life was the light of men  in its very nature was such. The angels could then, in unjealous and holy strains, declare that Gods good pleasure was in man.+ A wondrous and blessed thought! He who had this place with the Father was made flesh  Gods delight down here, God manifest in flesh; grace to man, grace in man, man taken into union with God in one person  the pledge of peace on earth, Glory to God in the highest. But as yet, as to its effect on others, it was connected with the responsibility of those around Him He was despised and rejected of men. This unspeakable favour and blessing (for the creatures mind was still in question) was rejected and cast away. But now wisdoms purpose could come out, and founded on that perfect work which He accomplished (through this very wickedness to make it more complete and glorious), on that which glorified God Himself; the purpose established before the world was, is revealed in glorified Man, yet righteously in obedient Man, and in One who had glorified God in all that He was, in that in which He who did so was made sin for us. He met all the requirements of God, all the responsibility of those who came to God by Him, bearing their sins; He manifested the righteous ground of grace addressed to all, and glorified God so as to bring many sons  man  into glory, Gods glory. 

    +The words translated good will towards men, Luke 2: 14, are the same word (a substantive for a verb) as in whom I have found my pleasure, Luke 3: 22. 

    Now came out the manifold wisdom of God by the church, displayed even to the principalities and powers in heavenly places, in the union of man with the very centre of glory, heirs in that, of all which was to be placed under His hands as man. The proper purpose was our own place in and united to Him and with Him, but this involved the dominion which belonged to Him as man (see Titus 1:1,2; 2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 1:3-5 and following, and 1 Corinthians 2:6-8); all the responsibility of the first man met, for those who believe, and as to Gods glory, absolutely and completely; and the foundation for the accomplishment of Gods purpose in righteousness, according to the full glory of that purpose: grace reigning through righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Responsible man came in between the purpose and its accomplishment, failed as such; and then in the perfect man, the Son of God, grace finds its free display in righteousness and the purpose accomplished in glory. When we know Christ, we know the meaning of that; His delights were in the sons of men. Wondrous thought! but how true, how simple to us, when we see the eternal Word and Wisdom a Man! How sweet, for we are men! How wondrous, to see glory in righteousness with Him when grace has reigned through it, when God has been glorified and has glorified our Head with Himself; and we soon to have the rest with Him according to the same righteousness! For he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one. 

    It is because Gods delight is in the sons of men that wisdom now calls them to hear; and though her ways seem strange to the pride and pretension of man, boasting of righteousness because ignorant of God, yet wisdom is justified of all her children in the solemn call to repentance on responsibility, and the blessed announcement of grace in goodness, both the proofs of mercy, of Gods interest in man; and, indeed, all Gods nature and ways, all His being, is displayed in redemption and grace. Love, mercy, holiness, judgment, righteousness, patience, intolerance of evil, majesty, and tender condescension in grace; the coming in of evil, its extent, and the surmounting it in grace, and yet through righteousness, such as nought else could have done  all is brought out in the work of Christ and by its effect in the heart of man, so that in him it should be all displayed, yet all be sovereign grace to him; for the Son of God being a Man in glory and having died tells a tale nothing else could tell  divine glory, and death as made sin, yet death overcome in resurrection, death to deliver us, death where all was perfectness for God and in man, and by which God could display all He was. Christ gave Himself up for that, and is in the glory. 

    Therefore wisdom calls on us to listen to her, for it is grace it is because God delights in us. Blessed are those who keep the ways of wisdom. It is the activity of Gods goodness calling to that only path which leads to rest and the peaceful favour of God; and I recall here the distinct principle of this chapter. It is not the warnings of natural authority, the ordained channel of wisdom in a relationship formed by God. It is the direct call of wisdom, the call in grace of the divine word itself to man as such, because His delight is in them, as in the ministry of John Baptist and Christ, above the natural relationship, and directly from God to the consciences and hearts of men, bringing about purpose; but in the righteous, gracious summons of God. It is wonderful  this direct appeal in grace. It may rudely break in upon the natural relationships and set five in one house, three against two and two against three, because it is direct and individual from God Himself and it brings about purpose in result. Hence, though peace on earth even was to be the result in purpose, yet in present operation Christ could say, Think ye that I am come to send peace on earth? And hence He was straitened till the baptism in which He glorified God was accomplished, because the unbelief of man drove back into the recesses of His heart the love, which, when the work of glorifying God in righteousness was accomplished, could flow freshly forth. Then the ground for the accomplishment of purpose according to glory was fully laid, and Christ enters in resurrection into the fruit of righteousness in glory; and, when all is accomplished, He will raise us up at the last day, responsibility being fully met, yea, God glorified, in that which did it. 

    When wisdom came addressing itself to responsibility it had only to complain. Wherefore, when I came, was there no man? when I called, was there none to answer? But the truth was, the Son was too perfect, too glorious, to be discerned by man. God hid these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them unto babes. Blessed those who (in this gracious appeal to children, which puts God in grace, where nature stood in authority on His part  not my children indeed, but children, sons, interested in them in that character) keep wisdoms ways, hear instruction and refuse it not. The first we have in the sermon on the mount, keeping wisdoms ways: the second in Mary at Jesus feet, and in principle in those who knew that the words of eternal life were to be found nowhere else. For whoso findeth her, findeth life and Jehovahs favour. But there is more than pressing men to hear and keep the instruction of wisdom (compare Luke 11: 28; Matthew 13: 23); there is earnestness of heart on our part, waiting upon it, watching daily at her gates, and waiting at the posts of her doors. It is not mental effort, the production of the human mind, but waiting on divine teaching as Mary did, as new born babes desiring the sincere milk of the word. It is not here the proclamation of wisdom, but the desires of the heart towards it thus manifested. Here life is found, for it is the word of life, and that man finds the favour of Jehovah: the double aspect of divine blessing in us, life, divine life, and divine favour resting upon us. He that sins against it injures his own soul. There is a path in which will walks to its own ruin. It is not Gods path. Our own will hates the path of divine will, which is for us a subject path, but that ends in death. It is not the causes in grace which deliver which are spoken of, but the fact of what is found in result. As the apostle teaches us in Romans, him that by patient continuance in well-doing seeks for glory, honour, and incorruptibility, eternal life was to favour. If a man love me, he will keep my words, and my Father will love him. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Fathers commandments and abide in his love. It was no question surely whether Christ had life; He was life. But that was the path in which He walked in divine favour. It is not here grace saving sinners and giving them glory, but the path (including the state of the heart) in this world, in which life and favour are found, God bringing in testimony in grace of what He is pleased in, and wisdom shewing us how we are to walk and to please God. It is for us what we have heard of the word of life. We live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

    We have seen the wondrous revelation of the purpose of God in man, but we must remember that here earth is dealt with when we come to details. The principle is always true in every testimony of the Lord now or then. The immediate connection here is the earth, because there this testimony came, there it found responsible man. Its most direct and evident application is in the person of the Lord Jesus on earth. Only like the parable of the sower, or John the Baptist even, it is always true when the cry of wisdom or wisdom itself is gone forth. John was transitional and pointed to another; that other was wisdoms self, and John (Matthew 11) had to come in on His cry. Still the children of wisdom justified Gods wisdom in him. The law and the prophets were till John. He led into wisdoms paths, going before the face of the Lord. 

  
    WISDOMS HISTORY (JT 4)

    Proverbs 8.

    JTProverbs 8 deserves great attention as showing the character of Wisdoms instructions and that which she proposes to her votaries; and then the wonderful history that she gives of herself. 

    We observed that she calls attention to that which she speaks, the character of which she cites. I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things. For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them. They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge. I have thought that this chapter contemplates that the instruction of the earlier chapters has become effective, so that there is capacity to appreciate the greatness of the things. 

    FLWisdom received and appropriated in the renewed mind becomes understanding. 

    JTThe things are all plain to those who have understanding. As in Christianity, the hidden wisdom is spoken to those who are perfect. 

    FLWell, to how many of us is that spoken? 

    JTThat would be the exercise; but the apostle distinguishes between those who are carnally minded and those who are spiritually minded. We often find great difficulty with souls in the understanding of things, but Wisdoms things are all plain to those who have understanding. 

    JBThe building of the house is only accomplished by those who have understanding. 

    JTI had thought of the establishment of Wisdom, that which it builds, though we have not as yet much touched on chapter 8. I think there is great importance to be attached to the character of Wisdoms sayings and that which she proposes to those who hearken to her. She says, Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. My fruit is better than gold ... ; and my revenue than choice silver, Verse 18, 19. And then in verse 21, That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures. 

    FLAnd in verse 11, For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it. Do not we get the principle set out in verse 9, They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge? 

    JTIt seems to me that when souls are simple and free from selfish motives the truth is more easily set forth and there is capacity for the reception of it. 

    ARSI think that is very important, for we sometimes find that people do not seem to see anything, and if you go down deep enough you find they are self-willed. 

    JTThe greater part of difficulties that are raised and objections to the truth are from that very thing; hence the apostle was not prepared to present the hidden things of wisdom to the Corinthians . The capacity was not there. 

    ARSIs not that something like becoming a child so as to enter the kingdom? 

    RemYou might open up a little in connection with chapter 8. 

    JTI thought of the character of Wisdoms things and that which she proposes, namely, durable riches so that ones treasures are filled. 

    It seems to me to be of great importance that the saints should be enriched with that which Wisdom supplies. And it is as you are blessed by the hand of Wisdom that you appreciate the history of Wisdom. 

    AFMWill you enlarge a little upon the durable riches and so on? 

    JTWell, I think that in Christianity they take the form of the possession of divine things by the Spirit. 

    JBMay we not say that leads on to verse 1 of chapter 9, Wisdom hath builded her house? 

    JTChapter 9 is the building, and the other things lead to the building. I think chapter 8 is the climax for the individual. 

    JSDo you mean the way of individual instruction? 

    JTYes, that which qualifies you for the structure. 

    JPI suppose the exercise of the apostle for the Colossians was that they might be spiritually wealthy. He was greatly exercised for the Colossians and as many as had not seen his face in the flesh, to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the full knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. That answers to what you speak of here as the durable riches and I will fill their treasures. 

    JSWhat we find around us is a great deal of spiritual poverty, but the divine idea is that we should be enriched, for ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 

    JTOne would like to see among saints a desire for the acquirement of these riches. The meagreness of our desire is painful; we are so easily satisfied. 

    JPI suppose the meagreness of desire for the durable riches is the result of eagerness for things which are not divine. 

    ARSIn connection with these riches we see from Revelation 3:17 that the professing church has made a great mistake. She says, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing. But the Lord tells her she is poor. 

    JTThat is really what prevails; the profession or assumption to possess, whereas the Lord says, and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. And then the wonderful grace shines out in verse 18, I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich. I do not know of a greater expression of grace than that; the Lord is so morally great that instead of appearing in the attitude of judgment He in grace counsels them to buy these things of Him. And so at the present time the Lord is appealing to souls, telling them that He has the things they need and proposing that they should come and buy of Him. 

    ARSDoes the idea of the word buy mean that it costs you something, so there must be sacrifice? 

    JTIf you want the truth you have to buy it. Buy the truth, and sell it not. 

    I think Proverbs 8 corresponds with the gospel of John, which reaches back to the beginning, and refers to Christ as from the outset. It is the climax in regard to the furnishing of the individual. He is furnished with everything by Wisdom; and then Wisdom gives an account of itself. In the gospel of John you get, in a sense, a history of the Lord, a divine history, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things received being through him, and without him not one thing received being which has received being. In him was life, and life was the light of men. The divine thought is that men should be illuminated, not angels. And so here as Wisdom opens up and sets forth its history, what you find is that men were in its thoughts from the beginning. 

    JPIn that way Proverbs 8 suggested in your mind the gospel of John. 

    JTThat gospel is Wisdom in the highest sense, because it contemplates the breakdown of the official system, but God is not baffled. He reverts to His counsel and eternal life established in Christ. Everything is maintained in the Person of Christ. 

    What we see in the opening of Johns gospel is that after we are told All things were made by him, we read, In him was life; and the life was the light of men. Meaning that men, that order of being, was to be illuminated by the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 

    JPI like that. 

    AFMThe gospel of John is regarded as the last of the inspired writings. 

    JTI take it to be the manner in which God met the breakdown in the church. Hence you find in it no allusion to the apostles viewed officially; and the Spirit in John emphasises the Lords isolation. I could cite several instances of that, the object being to show that after all the breakdown and declension had taken place God would not be baffled, because, after all, things were not any worse than they were when Christ was here; yet God met that situation and came victoriously out of it. 

    We want to see that the gospel of John shows the Person of Christ as the great resource of God, and the Spirit emphasises His isolation. For instance, in chapter 4 the Spirit tells us that the disciples had gone into the city to buy meat. That really meant Christ was left alone. He was left solitary at the well. Why should they all have gone to buy meat? 

    JSOne might have gone. 

    JTYes. In spite of the fact that He was alone, the womans need was met, and that is encouraging in our day. No matter how few there may be. God carries out His purpose. So when the disciples returned the Lord says, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. Now they should have known. His meat was to do the will of God and finish His work. 

    RemI do not quite understand what you have in mind in connection with the Lords isolation. 

    JTWhen John wrote the time was at hand when those who were faithful to the truth would be left alone by the many, and in Johns gospel we find that the Lord Himself was treated in the same way; and Paul says, All they which are in Asia be turned away from me, but he says further, notwithstanding, the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me. 

    CABut God was not baffled in carrying out His purpose. 

    JTThe Lord remained two days with the Samaritans. He remained there in testimony, and many of the Samaritans believed on Him. The point there is, I think, that the apostles were not the witnesses. The Lord was independent of the apostles, and the woman became the witness. She went back to the city and said, Come, see a man. The chapter shows how God can carry on His work even if those who have an official place fail. The disciples had gone into the city for meat. The woman came out for water. She found living water, and in principle she carries that water back into the city; but she did not carry it back in the waterpot; she left the waterpot. She herself became the vessel; the Lord is wholly independent of what is official. He can at any time find vessels for what He has to give. 

    JPSo that divine wisdom, such as John 4 brings before us, takes up that which symbolises weakness, a woman, and constitutes it a suited vessel. 

    JTTo my mind it was wonderful that she should go back into the city carrying living water in principle. So the Samaritans were illuminated by a woman of their own city, not by the Jewish apostles. 

    AFMHave you any other instance to refer to? 

    JTA most touching one in chapter 8 which we dwelt on yesterday: And every man went unto his own house. Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. The mount of Olives was His house really, I mean His retreat. We are told elsewhere, as he was wont. 

    The point for us today is that there is nothing to be disheartened about. Things are no worse today than they were in that day. 

    WPI do not catch that thought about things not being worse than when the Lord was here. We are accustomed to think that things are getting worse. 

    JTAnd so they are. But He was at the end of a dispensation and so are we. The conditions He found in Israel were similar to the conditions today. 

    CAI suppose the great thought is that no matter what the conditions God will carry out His purpose according to divine wisdom. 

    JTProverbs 8 furnishes the individual with everything. He has durable riches and his treasures are filled; and then Wisdom unfolds her own history, and what comes to light is that man has a place in her mind. 

    FLThere is order in the unfolding of the truth in the chapter, leading up to the thought of life in verse 25. 

    AFMWill you enlarge upon the place that man has with Wisdom? 

    JTIt is simply man as that order of being, not an angelic order. 

    FLWhat I understand by It is. God is sovereign; therefore, when it became a question of counsel, to suit Himself and in view of the eternal day, He chose man; but as you said this morning it is man in the abstract. 

    JSThat is why the question is raised, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 

    JTYes; the question is raised in Psalm 8 as to man. Why is it that man has this place? This chapter explains it; at the outset man had this place. Wisdom says, The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. Then it goes on to say, When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth: when he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: when he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by him, as one brought up with him; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men. That is, Wisdom took account of the earth as a place to be inhabited. What interests Wisdom especially is the human race. 

    FLThat becomes obvious in Genesis 1, for all the divine operations there were to get ready a scene for men to dwell upon. So it comes out that in all created things the only one that could take the image and likeness of God was man. 

    JTSo you have the habitable part and then the sons of men. 

    RemYou said somewhere that angels were greater than men. 

    JTThe angels are not so now. Christ as Man has all power in the heavens and in the earth. All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth, Matthew 28. 

    FLIn that- connection one would bear in mind that man in his lost condition is lower than the angels. So in speaking of man being superior it is Man as in Christ. 

    JTAfter all, the formation of the earth had man in view. No doubt the angels, as beings, were regarded as superior. Referring to the manna, it says, Man did eat angels food. But at the same time man was the order of being that Wisdom delighted in. 

    JPChrist coming into manhood is what has made the change. 

    FLThe divine record shows that Adam was the great centre of all the divine operations; but Adam was but a figure of Him who was to come. Hence the importance of taking account of man as referred to here in an abstract way. I think it is never said anywhere in Scripture that angels should be in the image and after the likeness of God; but of man it was said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 

    JTThere can be no question, as comparing this chapter with the opening of Genesis, that man was the great central object with God in all His operations; but in result we know it is Man in Christ. 

    JPSo in the close The tabernacle of God is with men. 

    FLWe cannot understand the counsels of God unless we overlook time. 

    JTThat is a very good point. There you get the great end reached and it is simply God and men. The national idea was not the divine order. The millennium is a national state of things; but that is not the divine end. 

    JPYou can see that in the beginning of nations. 

    The history of the beginning of nations in Scripture shows it was not an original thought with God; it came in consequent upon the sin of men. 

    JTA city and a kingdom do not present the original divine thought. They both came in connection with men in this world. 

    JPFinally the national idea passes away. There are no nations in the new heaven and the new earth. 

    FLEverything may be summed up in two points. One is what we get in chapter 8, my delights were with the sons of men. And the other is, the tabernacle of God is with men. And what comes in between is a matter of detail. 

    JTQuite so. 

    FLIn the past eternity my delights were with the sons of men; and finally the tabernacle of God is with men. 

    JTThe tower of Babel necessitated the division of the race. The race was split up into nations. That was judicial. God did that governmentally. Then the problem was; how is God going to reconcile that state of things? That brings out His grace, which really is His moral greatness. In Genesis 11 the judgment is put into execution by the division of the race. They are separated by their language. God is, as it were, morally bound in consistency with Himself to adjust that, and hence He calls out Abraham from that state of things and He purposes in Abraham to bless all the nations of the earth. In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. God in His grace preaches the gospel to Abraham, and the gospel is that all these families which have been separated from one another by the judgment of God are to be blessed through Abraham, and the millennium is the answer to that; but it is a provisional state of things. They all come into blessing through the seed of Abraham; but that is only a means to an end. God vindicates Himself in that He comes out victoriously in heaven. The day of Pentecost was partially the answer to it. All the nations heard them speak in their own tongues the wonderful works of God. The present moment is the answer to it morally; but the millennial state is the literal answer to it. But that is not the end; the millennium has a city and a kingdom, but the eternal state of things has neither. The idea of a city disappears and is replaced by the tabernacle, and it is no longer God dwelling mediatorially; it is God and men, The tabernacle of God is with men. 

    RSSWhat you have been saying clears up a difficulty I have had for a long time, and that is, the thought of a city arose from the descendants of Cain, and yet God takes it up, and therefore you might think it was a divine idea. The same is true of a nation. The first kingdom in Scripture was Nimrods, who was not after the divine generation. So it is rather remarkable, and I have never been able to understand it exactly, why it was that God should take up a thought of which He was not the originator. 

    JTIf it had been a primary thought with God He would never give it up; but the very things which were begotten of sin God rises above and introduces the same things, only of a holy and spiritual character, and they are for the deliverance of men from the world of sin. 

    JSVictory comes in in that way. 

    JTGods greatness rises above the sin of man. 

    AFMWhat you were saying shows that the kingdom is a necessity with God. All the testimony of Scripture runs to that great end; that is, that God is to display Himself in a mediatorial kingdom. We have very little said about the eternal state. 

    Is it not the point that the-kingdom is a necessity with God consequent upon sin taking that form? 

    JTBecause testimony has to do with us under the conditions which sin introduced, for God is aiming at our complete deliverance from the world. If a man is brought up in a city, a city is very likely to be a great thought with him; so in delivering him from it God proposes a city for him, but it is not a primary thought with God. The idea of a king is not a primary thought with God. It arose on account of certain conditions; but the primary thought is this: that God would have man. Wisdom set her mind upon man. 

    FLWhile we are on this subject I might just mention that there is very often a difficulty with Christians as to why they should not be patriotic. It is very hard for a good many to understand why they should not be. 

    JTAbraham was not patriotic. He was called out from his country, his kindred and from his fathers house, and he left all. But then God proposes a country for him and a city, and I think it is in that way that these things are found. What God proposes to a soul would deliver it from that from which it is called out. 

    FL1 Corinthians 15 brings before us a wonderful point of time. Christ delivers up the kingdom to God, even the Father, and the Son becomes subject that God may be all in all. It shows that what is now intervening, the kingdom, is a means to an end. It is not a primary thought. I think the primary thoughts are indicated here in Proverbs 8. In Eden we see how man was Gods object  He comes down to walk in the garden where Adam was. Moreover, He said that it was not good that man should be alone. The assembly was a primary thought. 

    JSAll primary thoughts are eternal. 

    JTYes, they abide for ever. 

    The great evidence of Wisdom is that God meets the ruin by bringing out of it His ideal; that is, He brings out Christ as He is now and the assembly. There can be nothing compared with that which God has brought out of the ruin in connection with Christ. Now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. That was a primary thought. The breakdown being permitted Christ had to come in and accomplish redemption and bring in the assembly. 

    AFMWill you explain why the assembly in the eternal state comes down from God as the holy city? There is the thought of a city. 

    JTIt is not so regarded after it has come; it is a tabernacle. It says, the tabernacle of God is with men. The city being mentioned is for identification. It is the same city that illuminated the millennial world, but it changes its character; it becomes a tabernacle, not in the sense of the tabernacle in the wilderness, which was a movable thing, but a dwelling-place. Of the Lord it is said, and the Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us. 

    JPIs the primary thought of the assembly brought out in God saying It is not good that the man should be alone? Genesis 2. 

    JTIt is mentioned in Genesis 1, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion. Then, So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 

    JPI notice it is not my delights were in the sons of men, but my delights were with the sons of men. So in Revelation 21, God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

    FLThe city in Revelation 21 coming down and the kingdom in 1 Corinthians 15 being somewhat on the same ground, they are both brought into view in order to show how both are ended. The kingdom culminates in God becoming all in all, and the city assumes the form of a tabernacle and God tabernacles with men. 

    JTIt is very striking that in the beginning of each order of things God always introduces His primary thoughts. Eden indicated a primary thought. And the tabernacle in the wilderness indicated a primary thought, and so at the inauguration of the assembly, it was God dwelling here. All these things refer to Gods primary thoughts. 

    QuesWould you say that the two trees in the garden were connected with Gods primary thought? 

    JTI think not; the tree of life is found in the midst of the paradise of God (Revelation 2: 7), but the tree of knowledge of good and evil is not there. It is the test that God placed for man in the garden, and it was the beginning of the whole responsible history of the race. God knew perfectly what would be the result. But at the end the tree of life is said to be in the midst of the paradise of God, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil is not mentioned. 

    QuesWhat would you say has become of the tree of knowledge of good and evil? 

    JTThe question of responsibility has been solved in the death of Christ. 

    JSA perfect solution of it is seen there. 

    FLThere comes in the final removal of all evil; evil is confined in the lake of fire. 

    ARSIs the wisdom of God seen in the raising of the question of good and evil? 

    JTI think so. We read in Ecclesiastes 9 of the poor wise man delivering the city. Now the poor wise man was Christ, and the wisdom of the poor wise Man was displayed in the way He delivered the city; and that involved His death. 

    FLBut Wisdom goes further than that. I mean Wisdom comes out in connection with the counsel of God, and in creation apart from sin. 

    JTDivine wisdom is seen in the way in which it has grappled with the consequences of sin. God has brought the mystery out of the chaos brought about by sin; and in it are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. The angels behold in the assembly the all-various wisdom of God. 

    RemWould you say that what has been enacted in the history of the world, from mans fall to the new heavens and the new earth, sets forth how God in His wisdom has dealt with good and evil? Is that the great point from the beginning to the end? 

    JTI think so. Proverbs 8 refers to the formation of the physical universe. Wisdom was there at the beginning, and when everything was done; but we have to do with a moral system, and it is in connection with that that you get the full display of Wisdom. So the resolving of the question of good and evil necessitated the coming to light of Gods resource, and hence Wisdom shines all along the way. 

    RSSAs a matter of fact, good and evil existed even before man existed; but it is in connection with man that the question has been settled to Gods glory. 

    FLEvil unquestionably existed before man existed. Satan had risen in pride against God; and since God had set His heart on men, the point of attack with Satan was to inject pride into mans heart. So it was man that was the great subject of interest both with God and Satan; but Wisdom adjusts all, and there is victory. 

    LFFWas Wisdom only actively connected with men? 

    JTWhat I see is this, that love is the spring of everything, because that is what God is; but Wisdom is the skill by which He accomplishes things. 

    It is most important to see that Wisdom is the handmaid of love, because love is the suggestive power, and in all the operations Wisdom is present, so that in the activities of love you have everything suitably done. Love does not overstep itself, but accomplishes its designs in Wisdom. And the force of that is that all innovations are excluded. 

    FLWisdom takes account of more than what has come in by the failure of man. It says in Proverbs 3, The Lord by wisdom founded the earth. So in Psalm 19, The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handy-work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. I think we can connect Wisdom with that. 

    QuesWould you say that Wisdom does not come to light before God is vindicated? 

    JTYou do not see the full working Out of Wisdom; the mystery is the consequence of the death of Christ, and then you see the manifold wisdom. 

    FLMany-sided wisdom  manifold. 

    QuesIt was said that good and evil existed from the beginning? 

    JTThe Spirit of God does not disclose to us the history of the evil except as it affects men. Beyond that we know very little, but we know it existed. 

    RSSDo we not know that it existed with Satan prior to mans existence? We have inklings of it in Ezekiel; but the Spirit of God does not disclose to us the details, neither have we much light about angels; but we have light as to Gods primary thoughts, and that is, that He had an order of being before Him, and that being was man, and we know that the family that God delights in is formed after Christ, and God dwells with that family eternally. 

    JTHe has not deviated from His original thought. Jacob had two wives; that was not a primary thought. But Isaac had but one, which answers to a primary thought. Jacob indicates a provisional state of things, referring to Christs relation with Israel, which passes away, whereas what answers to Isaac and Rebekah remains. 

    JPIn what we have had before us it is very beautiful to see when Wisdom gives an account of herself in verses 22 to 31, that there is nothing to suggest evil; there is no evil and there is nothing to suggest evil; and apart from every question of evil you have Wisdom rejoicing in the habitable part of Gods earth, and her delights were with the sons of men. So when we come to Revelation 21 there is no evil there; the tabernacle of God is with men. He is with them and He is their God. Of course, practically for us as Christians, we have to face the question of good and evil. For instance, take that word in Romans 12, Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. Or take a word like that in Hebrews, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil. 

    I think it is so delightful that even for a few moments we can exclude every thought of evil from our minds and look at a picture like this, and then look at Revelation 21 and see how God comes back to His original thought. There God is tabernacling with men and there is nothing about evil. 
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    THE TWO CRIES (JBS 4)

    Proverbs 9

    The word of God gives a complete answer to all cavilling. Man urges continually that he is in a ruined condition, and knows not how to escape from it. Scripture gives a direct contradiction to this. It says there are two cries on the earth  two invitations, either of which man accepts; the cry of wisdom and the cry of folly. What is called folly in the sight of God is thought a great gain in the world. God designates her cry as that of the foolish woman, because it has qualities of natural attraction, and it is subtle in its influence. It is of immense importance which cry we attend to, and are led by; and every honest person knows how often he turns aside from the voice of wisdom and listens to the voice of folly. The cry of the foolish woman is naturally more attractive to us than the cry of wisdom, because of the terms of the latter. 

    The foolish woman cries to those who go right on their ways, and to them only. The world is not inviting the world; there is no occasion for it to do so; and the intention of the invitation is to lead the upright astray. On the other hand, wisdom gives her invitation from the very highest places of the city; she sends it out to every one; she longs to give to all that which she has provided; she cries from the highest places as if, being really right, she were the more determined. They say a man who is right is always persistent. The other is persistent too, but she has not got the same thing to offer, and therefore she cannot assume as a high a place as the former. 

    There is a great distinction in the cries. Folly offers something that will gratify  something pleasant to look forward to. If that be my thought it is almost sure to be something wrong. It is not this that wisdom proposes, but something right; what is good is not always right; you may be doing a good thing that is not a right one at all. 

    I am going to wisdoms feast, and therefore I refuse follys. I am going to have bread and wine; not the Lords supper, I need scarcely say, but that which the Lords goodness provides for me; the present enjoyment of soul in what God has provided for it. They began to be merry; (Luke 15:24) it does not say that they had reached the finish of it. 

    Many speak of Gods love as having done its most for us: but that is not all; it has done its best. Love has done its most; Christ has died for me; you could not get anything greater than that; but that does not satisfy love; it must do its best; it says to my soul: Come up here; eat of my bread and drink of my wine. Many souls possess the most who have never got the best; they have never yet seen the good things that God has prepared for them. We read in Corinthians, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. (1 Corinthians 2:9) It is a quotation from Isaiah, and the apostle quotes it to prove that Isaiah did not know the great supper. There is something great there, he says, but I do not see it; it is to me like folding doors, and I cannot see inside them. Paul can say, But we do; we are not inside, but the doors are opened, and we see in. That is the great supper; that is wisdoms entertainment. Love has gone down to the lowest point to reach me there, and now it would take me up to be with Christ where He is. 

    The house is a divine organisation, an abode; the seven pillars give us the completeness of it; all is in perfect order, the most perfect arrangement, for Christ is the wisdom of God; He is the spring, the fountain, everything to the soul; all is connected with Him, all springs from Him, and therefore it entirely ravishes my heart; it gives me a sense of perfect delight; it is to me instant refreshing, as bread and wine typify; as the apostle says. To God I am beside myself. It is not only that I am saved but that I have a great feast. Many waters cannot quench love. (Song of Songs 8:7) I am at the feast; the work is crowned: it is the festival of accomplished grace; and therefore it is, In thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. (Psalm 16:11) To so great a height does love take me! 

    But many saints know nothing of wisdoms feast, and so they are not satisfied; they are always seeking some pleasure, by the way, to supply the lack they feel; they want something here, to be like little flowers in a hedge of thorns. But separation means that I have no right to such things. What right have I to pleasure here? what right have I to anything! It is only Christ who can give me real pleasure, and that is at Gods right hand; it is not here; it is something beyond what the human mind can reach to. 

    We ought to weigh the fact that there is only one spot that can satisfy the heart of God for us, and that spot too is the only one that can fully satisfy our hearts. You may thank Him day and night for the love He has shown you, but you have never got to the crown of it if you have not got there. It is all ready; it is accomplished; and it is the labour of the Spirit of God to bring you there. God has revealed it by the Spirit, and it is the sure mark of a faithful servant, that he labours to lead the soul to the things that God has prepared for it. 

    The world presents something that is pleasant, something that can be seen; there is no faith where you can see. Wisdom says. There is nothing to see in what I offer you; if you want it, you must forsake the foolish, and live. (Proverbs 9:6) And so it always is in Scripture; it is always the evening before the morning: 

    Abraham goes up to mount Moriah before he gets the blessing. In a world where God is unknown it must be so; it is a standing principle that They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. (Psalm 126:5) You never took a step in your life that you did not find sorrow either with it or before it. But if I trust God in it, it will all open out like a bud. The question is not whether what is before me is in itself pleasant. Never is anything presented to you but that your first thought is. What will there be pleasant for me in it? You must not make this your object, but only seek that which will be according to Gods mind for you in a world of evil, and it must therefore be a path of separation; but She shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. (Proverbs 4:8) If any man serve me, him will my Father honour. (John 12:26). 

    The foolish woman attracts; she seeks to turn aside those who are going right; that is her object. The world knows how to address itself to each one of us; we each, in a certain sense, have got a world of our own  some sphere that affects us. The foolish woman always ensnares or draws aside from the path of rectitude; she always runs in the opposite direction to wisdom. It is self-gratification that she offers, and that is always the bait when the flesh acts. I have no doubt that the better and the more comely the thing presented in connection with self-gratification, the more dangerous; and things are getting more this character every day. The lack is not that people are not going on nicely and rightly, but do they know the things that are in the heart of God for them? He is ever crying to His own, but another voice tries to rival His, and it is a great thing to be aware of it and to be armed against it. The worst of it is, that many think they have made such a good start, got such a long way on their road, that they are quite safe from such invitations, whereas they have never yet got out of the harbour at all. The thing is, not to think you have got out of sight of land, but to pull away every day. There is nothing like getting clear of the shore at once; but even when you are quite clear of it, yet as long as land can be seen, that is as long as you are on the earth, you are not out of danger. 

    I would press the thought that there is nothing God so delights in as making us perfectly happy, even in such a scene of ruin as this; as the psalmist expresses it: This also shall please the Lord better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. (Psalm 69:31). What shall please Him? Some tell me obedience; others something else; but what does the scripture say? It is praising God: I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving. This also shall please the Lord better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. (Psalm 69:30,31). No amount of sacrifice can be of the same value to God as the enjoyment of the place He has set us in. Could anything be more disheartening to a loving parent than his children being dissatisfied with his care for them? Does ever a cloud cross my heart in the thought that there is not perfect love for me up there? If I had not an atom of His favour to show it me, I am satisfied with what I have in His heart. Nothing has done such damage practically to souls as judging of Gods heart by His favours. I give the favours a colour by the love: I do not judge of the love by the favours, but, knowing the love, I appreciate the favours. 

    He brings me into a scene of perfect happiness. Here it is wisdom that is said to do it; wisdom is set forth as to its action. Most hearts dwell upon love, and I do not object to their doing so, but wisdom only can complete love. When Abraham made a feast for Isaac he set forth the expression of his love. God says: Where shall love have its plenitude, Its full demonstration? When I gather you round My Son. Then it will have its plenitude. We are to have the sense of the delight of God in us in this scene. As Caleb says: If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land. (Numbers 14:8). But I cannot use such words for I say. He has delighted in us, and He has brought us in. Abraham loved Isaac before, but now he wanted to give some distinct expression of this love to the whole household; the festival is an expression, a demonstration, of the love when it had got to its height; so that which fully expounds the satisfaction of Gods love is not when it reaches you in your ruin, but when it brings you into His own presence. This is the culminating point. 

    In 1 Corinthians 2, the apostle speaks of wisdom doctrinally; and in Colossians 2, his conflict is that the saints should understand the wonderful position into which they are called. Is this future? No, it is not future; that is the very point: God hath revealed them unto us. (1 Corinthians 2:10) It is what qualifies me for the contrariety, the difficulty, of the scene down here. When was it Moses said, Show me thy glory? It was when he was filled with the ruin of everything here, when all here was at an end. Israel had failed, idolatry had come in, all was gone; and then he says: If I could but taste of the scene of divine brightness, if I could but see Gods glory, I could face it. When was Isaiah qualified? When he saw the King, the Lord of hosts; Habakkuk the same; and in the New Testament, Stephen looks up, sees the glory of God, and now he can meet everything. 

    It is an immense lack to souls not having a high moral elevation. If you have not a high sense of what you are brought to, your walk will be in keeping with your thought. How can a man be in keeping with a great thing if he have never seen it? I know nothing that saints are more deficient in than this; they cannot retire into solitude and say: I have a scene of perfect unbounded joy that my Father has given me outside of all the difficulties here. You are not fit to serve if you cannot say this: I see Him up there, and I am to walk according to what I see down here. If I had not seen Him up there I should be powerless down here, but if I have, I see what a practical thing it is to walk according to His life here. You may eat of the bread and drink of the wine that is mingled; there is wondrous joy to be had while in such a world as this. I never could face things here unless I could say. That which keeps me steady is the fact that I have a scene of light and joy outside all that attracts me on the one side and that oppresses me on the other. Wisdom is the aggregation of everything that delights the heart. When the queen of Sheba heard the words of Solomon there was no more spirit in her. (2 Chronicles 9:4) People talk of trying to get out of the world, but I say, get but one sight of Solomon and you will be out. 

    But, says someone, I have not got it. Are you looking for it? As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. (Psalm 42:1) I would set you looking for it; I would have you seek To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. (Psalm 63:2) I would have you say, I will cry tonight for it; I will cry for weeks, and if I do not get it in weeks, I will cry for months, but get it I will. A sinner must believe to get heaven, but a saint must cry for it to enjoy it. He has given you a taste for it, and He will satisfy it: He that seeketh findeth. 

    I want your soul to be awakened to the fact that there is the cry of wisdom; I want you to listen to it, and to enter into all the favour and love of God so that it may produce in you a practical result, and that practical result, separation. Who is safe from the enticing words of mans wisdom, and all the subtle ways in which it is propounded? No one who has not heard the voice of Gods wisdom; only he is proof against it who knows Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God: (1 Corinthians 1:24) This I say, lest any man should beguile you. (Colossians 2:4) Souls need Christ in a deeper way. If. He have come down into this scene and delivered you from the things that surround you here, you can afford to take a new path and follow Him in faith. 

    If I contrast the two cries, I see that one demands moral separation; the other, offers pleasure. And all day and every day the two are inviting me; and, whenever I cannot tell which is the one to attend to, the words Forsake the foolish, and live (Proverbs 9:6) will guide me. A really wise man looks to be rejected; but on the other hand I get into the place where love is created by the service of love: Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. (Proverbs 9:8) 

    And after all you have a better time of it here: By me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased. (Proverbs 9:11) You are a man superior to the things here, but, besides that, you derive more from everything in this scene because of what Christ is to you in it. On the contrary, when you come to the foolish woman, it all ends in sorrow of some sort: The dead are there. 

    The Lord lead us into it, beloved friends. It is not merely in my walk and personal blessing that I gain, but I am led into the deeper sense of what God has prepared for them that love Him. There is a spot of unclouded light, a sphere where He has gathered everything round His Son, who will gird Himself and come forth and lead you into the light where He is. 

  
    WISDOMS HOUSE (JT 4)

    Proverbs 9.

    JTWe read in Hebrews that every house is builded by some one. The house takes character from the one who builds it; thus, if a son builds a house, as was the case with Solomon, you would look for traits which mark his relationship. If a father builds a house he thinks of his children. If a husband builds a house he thinks of his wife; and so on. But if Wisdom builds a house there can be no addition to it or improvement. There can be no improvement on Wisdoms work. 

    JPDoes not the house display the wisdom of the builder? 

    JTWe have to bear in mind that the Proverbs were spoken by Solomon, and therefore if he includes the thought of building he alludes to what he was well acquainted with, for he was a builder, we may say, par excellence; as a type he is the builder in Scripture. 

    RemAnd is not building one of the greatest thoughts in Scripture? 

    JTYes; and it is connected with Solomon. Stephen says, Solomon built him a house, Acts 7. 

    RSSWhen Wisdom built her house did she have in view her children? 

    JTI think so. If you have the scriptural thought of the builder clearly in your soul then you can take account of the house in an intelligent way. The builder is greater than what he builds, as we see in Hebrews 3. He who builds a house is greater than the house. Chapter 8 shows us the greatness of Wisdom. If you understand chapter 8 I think you can understand chapter 9. 

    JPIn the light of chapter 8 one would expect great things in Wisdoms house. 

    JTWisdom would select the material and hence it would be in every way suitable. 

    RSSThe only part of the construction which is mentioned is the pillars: Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars. 

    QuesWhat do the seven pillars suggest? 

    JTThey denote the completeness and perfection of the structure. 

    FLAnd the stability of it. Nothing prevails against it. Everything of man is broken to pieces, but the pillars suggest the contrast to this; they suggest divine stability. Wisdoms house endures. He who laid the foundations of the earth would not be likely to build a house which would come down quickly. 

    JTRevelation 3: 12 indicates something of what a pillar is. An overcomer is made a pillar. 

    FLWhatever the state of things, there are found overcomers. 

    JBThen the pillars are for stability, and in the end they will be what the people God can depend on. 

    JTShe hath hewn out her seven pillars indicates that they would be required and looked for. The construction shows that she is not behind in any way, but has provided everything that will be required. The number seven indicates divine completeness. 

    RemYou cannot add anything to Wisdoms house. 

    JTShe has omitted nothing that might be required in the house. 

    RemPerhaps you would enlarge a little on what you have in your mind as to that? 

    JTIn devising the structure Wisdom has considered all that might be required. 

    QuesWhy were there only two pillars in Solomons temple? 

    RSSHe reared up the pillars before the temple, one on the right hand, and the other on the left; and called the name of that on the right hand Jachin (the margin says he shall establish ), and the name of that on the left Boaz. 

    JTI think the two pillars are simply there as testimony; they had reference to an order of things established by the power of God; but seven denotes divine completeness. 

    FLIn Timothy the assembly is said to be the pillar and base of the truth. 

    JTI think the point here is that there is nothing lacking. Wisdom has thought of everything. 

    JSDo you mean in connection with the foundation? 

    JTIn the whole structure there is nothing lacking which might be expected in it. 

    HGThere is nothing further said about the house. 

    JTThen Wisdom proceeds to speak of having slain her beasts. 

    QuesWhat is indicated in the thought of a house? 

    JTThe earlier chapters have introduced Wisdom. She has been a preacher and a teacher, and finally she introduces herself according to her entire history, and then we are told that she has been building a house. Without giving us a full account of the house it simply tells us that she has hewn out her seven pillars, which I take to signify that she has omitted nothing. Then we are told about that which is supplied in the way of food and drink. 

    RSSIs the house an original thought of God? 

    JTI think so; God would dwell with men. 

    HPWhat is the object of Wisdom in building? 

    JTShe would have an establishment here into which to invite men. The house is set up in the midst of a world full of need. 

    JPThe house was built in the city, and the city is the habitable part of the earth. Then there is the invitation, Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither. Then we get what is available inside the house (verse 2). In the killing of the beasts and mingling of the wine, guests are-in view. What is the use of crying in the desert where there is no one to hear? She cries in the highest places of the city. 

    JTThe earlier chapters do not contemplate the establishment. The epistle to the Romans does not contemplate the establishment. So by way of analogy Romans is I think, in a way, the unfolding of the gospel by Wisdom; but in the later epistles we get the establishment of it. In Proverbs 9: 3, Wisdom preaches where people are; in the highest places of the city; where the concourse is. Wisdom has her house where men are, so that she invites them in there. 

    FLThe beginning of chapter 8 is like the epistle to the Romans. What we get in chapter 9 is analogous to Ephesians. 

    JPChapter 8 is the entry of the city; chapter 9 is the high places of the city. 

    RemThey are not invited into anything in chapter 8, but only to get wisdom. 

    JHCWhat significance has the fact that Wisdom has builded her house? 

    JTOne thought in Wisdoms building is that it admits of no innovation. But it is Christ who builds the house. He is the true David, and has provided all the material for it. He has risen from the dead, and is glorified, and He sets the house up. The coming of the Holy Spirit put the material together, so that there was the establishment. Acts 2 gives us the establishment, but in another sense the building is going on in view of the kingdom, the millennial state of things. 

    JPDo you think that the passage at the end of Ephesians 2 endorses both sides? There is the establishment actually existing now, builded together for an habitation of God in the Spirit. 

    JTYou get the double aspect of it there. The habitation of God by the Spirit is a real thing now; but there is also the growing unto a holy temple in the Lord. 

    RemChrist was really the builder. 

    JTYou have the idea of God dwelling with men already, and also looking on to the final state of things, where the tabernacle of God is with men. But we have to keep to the point that it is Wisdoms house, typifying that in Christianity you have an establishment that cannot be improved upon. 

    AFMIs there any parallel between this scripture and Luke 14? In Luke 7, Wisdom is justified of all her children; and in chapter 14 we see the activity of the one servant pressing those in the city and highways and hedges to come into the house. 

    JTI think that raises a very important point. Luke 7 views Wisdom, but not as possessing a house; the Lord was in Simons house and the child of Wisdom was there; but in chapters 14 and 15 we get the house; and that answers to the present position; that is, the gospel goes out in connection with the house. 

    JPThe great supper is in the house. 

    FLOur brother was pointing out that in Luke 14 there is one servant. 

    JTWhen the structure is reared up the maidens are sent out. Wisdoms maidens are her attendants; it is not said her daughters, though doubtless they are her daughters, but they are not presented in that way in service; they are her maidens. 

    QuesWould you say there is a contrast between the Pharisees house and the house of Lydia? 

    JTThe house of the Pharisee was a wholly uncongenial house to the Lord. He was there in grace. It was emblematic of the state of Israel. They were wholly unsympathetic with Christ, but Lydia was wholly sympathetic; it was a question with her as to whether she was worthy to receive the servants of Christ, not whether they were worthy to be received. Simons house really pictured the state of the nation; there was no sympathy with Christ, and the attitude of Simon was the attitude of the nation towards sinners; but the Lord did not mean things to continue that way. Wisdom was there and must have an establishment, and that is what Christianity involves. In the end of Luke 13 the Jewish house is left desolate, and in chapter 14 we get the house where the supper is. Luke presents the house of God to us not exactly as a dwelling-place, a place of privilege, but as that which meets and relieves need; and I think that is the point of view here. Wisdom has an establishment on the earth; it is not a final state, but a provisional state of things. 

    JSSo that Wisdom provides bread and wine. 

    FLIn Luke 15 they come to the house and the fatted calf is killed; here in verse 2 we get the beasts are killed and then the invitation goes out. 

    JTLuke 15 is in advance of chapter 14. The latter is the celebration of righteousness to which all are invited; the former is a celebration on account of the returning prodigal. 

    HPWas Wisdoms house builded at Pentecost? 

    JTI think so, if you apply it to Christianity. All that Christ said and all that He did was in Wisdom, and that same Wisdom is subsequently active in building. 

    FLThe Lord got the material ready and then the building work was at the day of Pentecost. In the case of David we get first the revelation of the house and then in Solomon the building of it. 

    JTWe may connect David with the Lords ministry here; all the light as regards the house came out in Him, and David said he had it by the Spirit. He really received the pattern of the house just as Moses had received the pattern of the tabernacle. But with David there was more; he not only received the pattern, but he provided the material, and then Solomon built the house. We read that David received all this by the Spirit. 1 Chronicles 28: 12, 19. 

    Bearing that in mind as a type we see that all the light of the house was in Christ when He was on earth and was in view in His ministry; so when redemption was accomplished He goes on high, and in that position He is the true Solomon. Then the coming of the Spirit places all the material together, and hence you have the house. 

    JHI was going to ask the question, why has Wisdom builded her house? 

    JTWe have to bear in mind that Solomon was speaking prophetically. The Old Testament writers did not understand what they wrote. The Spirit of Christ in them spoke prophetically, so that the things they wrote were for us; and you cannot understand the book of Proverbs if you do not understand Christianity, because it contemplates Christianity and the relation of saints to God as sons. Hence we are warranted in taking the building here to refer to the assembly. We have now a provisional state of things. I think it is of all-importance that we should distinguish in that way. The present state of things is not final. 

    QuesThe house of God, then, is provisional at the present time? 

    JTYes. Wisdom has taken account of all that is needed at the present time. If Wisdom builds you cannot add to nor detract from the building. 

    JPWe are for ever supposing that things are not complete, and then we fancy we can furnish the things to make them complete, and we are exceedingly foolish. 

    RSSIn the house that Wisdom has built we have come to perfection, and it cannot be improved upon. We find perfection in what Wisdom builds. 

    JTWe were saying, that the present state of things is provisional, which I think we ought to understand a little. It is not a final state of things; the house, here has outside need in view; it is not a house for God. 

    JPVerse 4 makes that perfectly clear. 

    JTThen at the end of the chapter there is a rival house, so that we are perfectly justified in contemplating this chapter as in relation to the present state of things. If it is Wisdoms house you can be sure that there will be nothing lacking there; every comfort will be found there. 

    QuesHow would you arrive at it; you must discover it? 

    JTI think it is arrived at by those who know the gospel. It is arrived at by understanding Wisdoms preaching and teaching and acquaintance with herself. 

    RemYou were saying that the house now is provisional. Explain that a little. 

    JTIt is provisional in the sense that there you find what God has provided pending the establishment of things publicly, where the blessing of Abraham shall be fully enjoyed. Wisdom in its activities was seen in Christ in His ministry and work, and there were those who were drawn to Him, and they learned from Him. They became the ministers of Wisdom in that way, having learnt her ways. Peter in standing up to preach was well acquainted with the Lords ministry, and was competent to call attention to what was established. He was like one of Wisdoms maidens. {248} I think the form of expression in verse 3 is worthy of our attention, She hath sent forth her maidens: and she crieth, so that it is really the Lords voice. There is always a danger of regarding the preacher apart from the One who has sent him. 

    JBIs Wisdoms house applied only to the assembly, or is it wider? 

    JTI think we are perfectly justified in connecting this chapter with Christianity. It is a provisional house in view of the present state of things; the intent is that souls may be relieved and live. In the rival establishment we are told that the dead are there, and her guests are in the depths of hell. Whereas Wisdom says, Whoso findeth me findeth life. 

    RSSWhat is the character of that life? You said it is here and now. 

    JTI think everything now is provisional. Even as to life we have it in a provisional way; our actual state does not present it in its final aspect; and I believe everything in Christianity is provisional, even as to the Spirit, which is the earnest of the inheritance. 

    RSSWhat would you say constitutes a Christians life now in Wisdoms house? 

    JTHe is found in relation with the circle of Wisdoms children. It is a wonderful thing that there is such a circle here. Take, for instance, a company of people like the woman in Luke 7. The Lord said of the centurion that He had not found such faith as his in Israel, but she went beyond the centurion; he rightly enough did not feel himself worthy that the Lord should go to his house, he recognised the Lord as a Man of authority, but he had no such appreciation of Him as she had. She asks no leave, and the secret of it was that she knew Christ; the more you know of the Lord the freer you are with Him. Wisdom involved that Christ had come near to men; man was His object. She, a child of Wisdom, sees Him in that light and appreciates Him. If you get a company of people like that what a circle it is! There is not a system today that justifies Christ. You do not justify Christ if you are in false relations. Wisdoms children justify Christ by abandoning everything that is contrary to Christ; they make everything of Christ. The woman in Luke 7 appreciated the import of Christs presence here; it meant her forgiveness, and as forgiven much she loved much. 

    JPThe whole point of Wisdom in this chapter is to get people into the house; it is her house and she wishes to get them near to herself. 

    JTWhen the full idea of Wisdom comes out her house is composed of her children, who are really the saints. 

    FLWill you explain what you mean by provisional? 

    JTThe Lord has established a state of things which is suited to the present conditions; that is, it affords us comfort and all that we need by the way, but no one would say that we have now the fulness of the blessing of God. 

    AFMWe cannot have the fulness of Gods blessing as long as there is need. 

    JTWhile need exists there is a certain element of distraction, and it is in every one of us, and God knows that; but in spite of that there is enough to show what the fulness will be. The Spirit is the earnest of the inheritance. 

    FLIn the provision which God has set up, and Wisdom has established, everything is taken care of till the coming of the Lord. 

    JTSo that we suffer no loss, and the Lord gives us special seasons. 

    FLThe bread and the wine is that which is expressive of the sphere of joy which is established. 

    JTYou can suffer no loss in Wisdoms house; she has killed her beasts and furnished her table and mingled her wine; you are sure to have enough. As a provisional state of things it is perfect. 

    JPBut you are not taken beyond moral conditions here. If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it, verse 12. I thoroughly go with all that has been set forth as to the provisional character of things here, and I quote that verse as showing that you are not taken beyond the sphere of moral conditions. 

    RemFrom verse 13 we have the foolish woman and her house described. 

    AFMWhat is provided at the present moment is in view of testimony as to what God will bring in by-and-by. 

    JTYou are in every way taken care of. Your soul is fully taken care of, but in connection with it there is living testimony. Wisdom proves love, and love is connected with her establishment. Chapter 7 describes the foolish womans house as the way of death and hell; the dead are there, and her guests are in the depths of hell. 

    JBWhat about the assembly? 

    JTWisdoms house undoubtedly alludes to it in its present form, which has in view the conditions that exist in the world, hence provision is made for that condition. The assembly is also viewed in connection with the coming world. Elders and deacons will not be needed in the future, but they are wanted now. The testimony of God takes form in connection with need. Gifts, too, have in view the present state of things. The foolish womans house represents some rival to the house of God. I think she represents something religious. The great aim with her is not money, not earthly gain, as was the case in chapter 1, but the destruction of souls. 

    It is diabolical. There is no motive in it as far as you can judge, but that, so that the result is that in her house the dead are there, and her guests are in the depths of hell; she has nothing to offer except what she has stolen. 

    RSSWhat is Satans motive in regard to the destruction of souls? 

    JTI think it is just that his nature is such; he is essentially wicked, and on that account he is systematically opposed to God; it is his nature. This wicked woman is entirely formed of him. The effect of all that she does is death. 

  
    WISDOMS WAY IN THE ASSEMBLY (JT 25)

    Proverbs 9:1,2; Proverbs 14:1; 2 Samuel 20:18-22

    I wish to speak about wisdom in the manner in which it is presented in these scriptures, believing that they unfold to us what has come to light in the building of the assembly, and in the maintenance of it since it has been built. 

    The book of Proverbs, as you all know, speaks of wisdom, tracing it from the outset. Chapter 8 speaks of it by itself  wisdom personified  and connecting it with all Gods operations, and conveying to us that it was daily His delight, the nursling of His love. Wisdom is thus presented in its true value in this book, the book being, no doubt, the product of him who is a type of Christ as wisdom. Solomon is a type of the Lord Jesus as wisdom, and so the apostle Paul in writing to the Corinthians, having in view the assembly in its public order, speaks of Christ as the wisdom of God; he says that Christ is of God made unto us wisdom (1 Corinthians 1: 30); we are thus at the outset, as believers, lifted outside the realm of mans wisdom. Corinth was a Greek city; the Greeks sought after wisdom, they made it a point to seek after it, therefore the apostle brings in Christ at the outset as the wisdom of God, and that He of God is made unto us wisdom. Then, further, he speaks of hidden wisdom  wisdom, I apprehend, of a superlative character, made known in Christ, but nevertheless a wisdom that was hidden  wisdom which God had pre-determined before the world for our glory; something special, for none of the princes of this world knew it; it was outside their range, for had they known it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. It was all there hidden in Christ; as become Man He brought it in; in due course it was unfolded, 

    but the princes of this world did not know it; it was there in Christ the Lord of glory. It was in Simons house, but he did not know it. The Lord had accepted his invitation to dine, and He lay at table; the wisdom of God was there. The Lord had just said that wisdom is justified of all her children, but it was not justified in Simon for he did not know it, so the Lord calls attention to one who justified it  a poor woman of the city, who stood behind Him weeping, who washed His feet with her tears, wiped them with her hair, kissed His feet, and anointed them with the myrrh. The Lord says to Simon, Seest thou this woman? There was one who justified wisdom, and wisdom was justified of her children. In a multitude of cases in the New Testament we have the justification of wisdom, for she is justified of all her children. 

    The apostle, as I said, in writing to the Corinthians, brings in this great subject, he brings it in in Christ in chapter 1; he also brings it in, in chapter 2, as hidden, pre-determined before the world for our glory, then in chapter 3: 10 he says, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation. He was not only a child of wisdom, he was a wise architect, he was the architect of the assembly  a word that would be well understood by the Greeks, for they were famed for their architecture; but here was a man of no outward account, who came to their city in the guise of a tent-maker  architecture and tent-making do not go together in this world  but beneath the lowly guise of a workman  a tent-maker  was the great architect of the assembly. How much discipline had been gone through by this man so that he was prepared to shrink into the outward smallness of a mere mechanic, and yet in heart have the mind of God! He had the pattern of the assembly, of that in which the divine glory would shine, not only in time but in eternity. It comes in in time as the vessel of glory, but Ephesians connects it with eternity: to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages (Ephesians 3: 21). Think, dear brethren, of the shrinkage in a man who had all that light and understanding and yet could work daily as a tent-maker in Corinth! But he laboured on, and he says, I have laid the foundation (1 Corinthians 3: 10), and the foundation was laid, and there is no other, hence he says, Let each see how he buildeth upon it (verse 10). We need not all be architects, but we ought to be builders, but in order to build intelligently I must have the plan, and it is from that point of view that wise women come in. The wisdom of women buildeth their house (Proverbs 14: 1). It is one house, and the wisdom of women builds it. 

    Now wisdom itself, as I have said, is presented in Proverbs 8 in relation to the physical universe. Wisdom was there throughout. God built the universe; He is the Architect of it; He knows its extent; no mortal knows it. The believer rests in God as regards what is beyond him; he knows he is filled even to all the fulness of God, otherwise I apprehend he could not subsist in what is infinite, for he is incapable of taking in what is infinite. He is filled into all the fulness of God, and he rests there; and so it will be in eternity. God made the universe, He designed it, wisdom was with Him, but when we come to the house which wisdom built, in that God intends to show wisdoms masterpiece. The physical system is not that, it is wonderful and beyond the cleverest scientist; no mortal is capable of taking it in, but when we come to the house  the moral system in other words  it is said to be wisdoms house, for it is that in which wisdom in its highest character is seen displayed; indeed, the all-various wisdom of God, as we read in Ephesians, is seen through the assembly. 

    Well now, in Proverbs 9: 1 - 3, we read, Wisdom hath built her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars; she hath slaughtered her cattle, she hath mingled her wine, she hath also prepared her table; she hath sent forth her maidens; that is to say, everything is done. What you find in the ministry of the apostle Paul is completeness; if he were unable to remain in a locality long enough to complete the thing, he left a Timothy or a Titus to complete it; it must be completed and it was completed. The foundation was laid, and the top stone was placed; the system was set up completely; there was nothing wanting in the assembly as set up by the apostle Paul; everything that was needed was provided, and then there were the wise women to keep that up. God maketh the barren woman to keep house, as a joyful mother of sons (Psalm 113: 9). We must learn to keep house before the children come in, before converts are brought in, and so I apprehend in the seventh of Luke you have one of wisdoms children. Wisdom said she would cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasuries (Proverbs 8: 21). I think the woman in Luke 7 was furnished with substance. No believer is of any practical value in the house unless he has some substance; he may be counted amongst the number, but for house-keeping he must inherit substance, and wisdom causes those that love her to inherit substance and she fills their treasuries. 

    In Luke 8 we find certain women with the Lord, who ministered to Him of their substance; they had substance and having substance they ministered to Him, and so it is in housekeeping. Now in Proverbs 14: 1, The wisdom of women buildeth their house; the allusion is, I apprehend, to the saints as taking up their responsibility in that which wisdom has built, and it necessarily works out in the localities in which we are found; but in order to be effective in my locality in housekeeping I must understand the great divine scheme. There is only one house, only one, and before you can have the house developed locally, there must be the understanding of the universal conception; in other words there can be no development of the house in any locality save as those in it apprehend the universal conception, and that is what 1 Corinthians insists on  customs which were to govern the assembly were universal. There were to be no local customs; no company of christians was to take on local characteristics or customs, either religious or social  the customs were to be universal. The apostle in proceeding in 1 Corinthians presents the idea of fellowship; in chapter 10 when he says the bread which we break he indicates that fellowship is general. He does not say the bread which ye break, it is the bread which we break, so that there must be the recognition of general fellowship before there can be the expression of it in any locality. In chapter 11 we have the assembly convened; when ye come together in assembly. The locality is in view then, and so we get the bread which ye eat and the cup which ye drink, For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come (verse 26). That was local, but the local fellowship must be the outcome of the general fellowship; it is but the extension of what really exists, not something added; it is the idea of growth, of extension, not an addition. 

    Now, one could multiply instances in the New Testament of wisdoms children  of wise women building their house. I particularly refer to Philippi, because it is the first assembly formed in Europe, and I apprehend its features were intended to characterise the testimony in Europe; and so we find the apostle consorted with certain women, outside the city by the river, in the place where prayer was wont to be made. Now I have mentioned this because I believe that prayer has as much to do as any other item with the building of wise women; however limited one may be in ones circumstances or ones body, one can always pray, and I do not know of any service more effective than prayer; it is a priestly service and belongs to every brother and to every sister. I may not have gift or, through physical limitations, may not have opportunity to attend the meetings or even to hear what is said, but I can pray. This is how the work began in Europe, it began by a prayer meeting, and by women, and one, Lydia, had her heart opened by the Lord to attend to the things spoken by Paul. What were those things? Paul would speak of Christ to her, surely, but He would also speak to her of the assembly, for that was nearest to the heart of Christ, and her heart was opened to attend, not to listen simply, but to attend to the things. How much, dear brethren, have you attended to the things you have heard in ministry? She attended to the things. What did it mean? It meant she began to build; in so far as her life there was concerned, she was set to help in the work at Philippi. She was a potent factor in the work there; she invited the apostle into her house, with due respect and deference; it was not a mere act of civility with her, she invited him in the light of the things he had spoken to her, and that her heart had been opened to attend to. Wonderful things! she attended to them, the apostle was the vessel of light to her soul, she was honoured by his presence. She says, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord; (Acts 16: 15); and it was by attending to the things that she put them into practice; she was associated with other women, who prayed with her. If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house. How delightful it must have been to the Lords servant to be under such a roof! She was a wise woman and she builded. Presently, as they went to prayer a slave having a spirit of Python met them  the foolish woman. Satan through her would overthrow, would pluck down what had just begun, but the work went on in Philippi; one of the finest structures reared up in Europe spiritually was the assembly at Philippi  the counterpart of Ephesus, her cross-water neighbour. Philippi was reared up in connection with wise women; it was a wonderful structure, for from the first day the apostle laboured there until now he speaks of their fellowship with him in the gospel. We may be sure Lydia did not fail to express her fellowship with Paul; she followed him daily in her prayers, I have no doubt, and followed him with her money also, for she was a seller of purple. She made sales and you can understand how she would use the proceeds for the support and service of the building up of these great things that had come into her heart through the ministry of Paul. After the apostle was released from prison, it says, he went to the house of Lydia, and when he had seen the brethren he departed. That is Philippi. One could multiply cases; the last chapter of Romans furnishes us with illustrations of this kind of service, this kind of building of wise women; it is within the reach of every woman here, of every sister and every brother. It refers to what is going on and what should go on in every locality  the exercise of wisdom in what we do, so that we are working with God, and not plucking things down with our hands. 

    I want now to show you from 2 Samuel how this worked out in type in the Old Testament. The second book of Samuel emphasises wisdom as that by which the spirit and power of antichrist are met and overthrown. We have arrived at antichristian times, and what is given in Revelation in regard to antichrist is his number. Here is wisdom. He that has understanding let him count the number of the beast (Revelation 13: 18), it says. And Daniel, who confirms John in that way, says, They that are wise shall shine as the brightness of the expanse (Daniel 12: 3)  they that are wise. We need wisdom, for we have arrived at the period of the antichristian revolt; it has not come to a head yet, but we have arrived at it, and christians need to be wise, for it is the wise only who stand in the presence of that. What is developed is a great counter-scheme of Satan; it is his great counter-scheme against wisdoms scheme. Almost from the time the assembly was set up, the mystery of iniquity began; it already works, the apostle says. It is mystery, it has been working all these centuries and they that are wise see it, and they know how to meet it. Presently it will culminate in its fulness. It is a counter-scheme of the arch-enemy of God into which he puts all his wisdom and resources so that it behoves believers to be wise, and Daniel says the wise shall shine as the brightness of the expanse. It can only be met in wisdom. 

    The second book of Samuel, in type, brings in antichrist in Absalom, and Absalom is met and overthrown on the principle of wisdom; even the wisdom of Ahithophel which would have secured the kingdom to Absalom and the overthrow of David, is overthrown by the wisdom of Hushai; 2 Samuel 17: 1 - 14. Then another antichrist arises in Sheba; he would have turned away the people from David and he had to be met. Joab would destroy him, but he would destroy the inheritance of the Lord in destroying the rebel, and that is what we have to guard against. Joab did not have divine wisdom, he had worldly wisdom, he was a murderer himself; he was an ambitious man and cared nothing for the inheritance of the Lord or for a mother in Israel, so he was preparing to destroy the city Abel where Sheba was. We have to guard against that in seeking to overthrow a Sheba; we must be careful not to overthrow the inheritance of the Lord; and so the wise woman speaks to Joab from the wall; she calls upon him to judge; she is said to be a wise woman. The city was about to be overthrown and she knew it; she would save it and she did so by wisdom; as we read in Ecclesiastes, the poor wise man by his wisdom delivered the city; so she likewise, by her wisdom, delivered the city. Just note, dear brethren, how she did it. She went to all the people in her wisdom, it says. 

    You will observe, she did not act by herself, she did not cut off Shebas head by herself, she went to all the people in her wisdom. The great thing in assembly matters is to carry the saints with you. The woman could have contrived to do the deed herself, no doubt, but she did not, she went to the people. The assembly is composed of all saints, and each saint in the assembly has a responsibility, and whatever is done must be done with the full cognisance of all. One would like to have heard what she said to each one; she would know just what to say to each, and how to say it; therefore, she would get the support of each in what was so imperative, if the city was to be saved; she went in her wisdom and they cut off the head of Sheba. Who could question the action? They were all committed to it, and it had to be accepted. There does not seem to have been a dissentient voice in this action, but she had previously called attention to what had been said in old time: They shall surely ask counsel at Abel: and so they ended the matter. There is thus an end of the matter. If you bring in first principles  the principles that governed wisdoms house at the beginning  they must prevail. I would add that everyone who loves God bows to the voice of wisdom and wisdom is heard. The law that governed the house at the beginning must govern it now, and everyone who loves God bows to it. The matter is settled if you can bring in first principles, for if you can show that you are governed by the universal customs of the assembly, the matter is ended; every one bows who loves God, and if anyone seem to be contentious, the apostle says, we have no such custom. Subjection is to mark the assembly. 

    Well, the woman carries the people; she went to them in her wisdom and they cut off the head of Sheba, so the matter was settled, and there was not a word to be said. The point is to have things settled so that the consciences of all are carried and Satan cannot raise a voice against it. Jacob went up to Bethel on these principles and we read, the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about. If we act in obedience to first principles the matter is settled. The head of Sheba was thrown over the wall and Joab departs, and that mother in Israel is saved, and the inheritance of Jehovah is saved. The city of Abel is saved for David, not for Sheba, but for David. We thus see how wisdom works, dear brethren; it is for the accomplishment of the will of God, and for the building up of what is for God. 

  
    WISDOMS BUILDING (JT 28)

    Proverbs 9:1 - 3; Proverbs 14:1

    My exercise is to speak about wisdom, but wisdom as seen in her building. We have to read, I need not say, the Old Testament in the light of the New. In this, as in all else, it is what is new first. 

    The New Testament, therefore, leaves us in no doubt as to what the book of Proverbs alludes to when it personifies Wisdom. In the letter to the Corinthians the subject is touched on. The position, the environment, and the antecedents of the saints in Corinth made it opportune that this subject should be introduced there. Being Greeks, they were conversant with the subject of wisdom, but it was largely, if not altogether, a matter of word, a matter of literary or oratorical composition. It was not the wisdom of God. What remains of it, certainly, is simply of that character, and the apostle expressly says that his preaching was not of that kind; he preached Christ crucified; the Jews had sought a sign, and the Greeks wisdom, but he had preached Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling-block, to the Greeks foolishness; but to those called, both from among the Jews and the Greeks, Christ was the wisdom of God; 1 Corinthians 1:22 - 24. 

    It is with this in view that the believer opens the book of Proverbs. He has the key in that he has Christ, and Christ crucified. Being of the called of God (1 Corinthians 1:9), he is to be instructed in the wisdom that is of God; he is to be made conversant with the hidden wisdom  not simply that which was ordinary, as seen in the creation, but that which was hidden, which God predetermined before the ages as he says, for our glory chapter 2:7. Thus we are effectively lifted out in our mind, as, indeed, being possessed, further, with the spirit of wisdom, we are lifted out of the world of mans wisdom, which is folly, and introduced into what was before the ages, specially intended for us, predetermined ... for our glory We look there, beloved, for our classics; we find there the divine storehouse of wisdom. None of the princes of this world knew it; had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory, as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into mans heart, which God has prepared for them that love him 1 Corinthians 2:9 It is not His thought that these precious things should go begging, that they should be spoken to unappreciative ears; they were to be presented to, and to be the possession of those who love Him, so that their houses might be filled with treasures, and they thus made independent of what man presents, however elaborate; for however much mans products are the result of patient research, they are but folly. The called those who love God, are in possession of Gods wisdom in a mystery, that hidden wisdom  things revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God 1 Corinthians 2:10 Think of that! The Spirit who dwells in us searches all things, even the depths of God. 

    And so we are thus able to look at this book of Proverbs, and to understand a little of the personification of wisdom. It was with God; it was not simply called into being as the necessity arose; it was there in reserve before ever the earth was, before the heavens were prepared, when there were no depths, before the particles (as the word may be rendered), the very dust of the world, as it says, were made  not only before these particles were brought together and welded into one, but before they existed, wisdom was there. Then when God began to move in relation to that which has proved to be, and was designed to be the theatre for the display of His love, wisdom was there. 

    What one is inclined to say is this: that the Lord Jesus as the Son of God is presented to us in relation to this creation in a mediatorial way. The form or means He took are left undisclosed, but it was by Him God made the worlds. He was the nursling of Gods love, or His artificer, as it is otherwise read; whether it be the one or the other, it refers to what Christ was. He was employed, by whom also he made the worlds Hebrews 1:2. Stupendous statement, indeed, directing our minds to the vastness of the divine operations and to the great Mediator of them; thus all was performed by wisdom! We read, He spoke, and it was done Psalm 33:9. That brief statement discloses to us that the operations were the result of the divine mind, that it was designed. All was by Christ. It says, that without him not one [thing] received being which has received being John 1:3. There was the Word bringing out the mind of God, so that these worlds (as they are called) which are before our eyes were brought into being by the word of God. By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God Hebrews 11:3. The heart follows Jesus. That, however, is not building, but framing; things being set up in perfect relation and poise so that they continue. It is a question of the mind of God apprehended by faith. He intended it to be a testimony; it was not a mere scaffolding, although it is that; it was intended to be a testimony, and it is a testimony, for their voice is heard, their line is gone out through all the earth, and their language to the extremity of the world Psalm 19:3,4. The divine mind was behind that; it was intended to stand out as a witness, throughout the history of our race: For from the [the] worlds creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity Romans 1:20. They are apprehended by the mind, so that men are without excuse as having minds. Thus we see the far-reachingness of the creation and the place wisdom has in it. 

    But then there was the building, and it is with this we are concerned for the moment, because it comes down to ourselves. We are not particles. The physical system may have been made  as indeed Proverbs 8 would indicate  of particles, brought together by wisdom, but the material for wisdoms house is not constructed of these; the material is the saints of God. Wisdom has now under her hand that which answers to her  not dead matter, not lifeless particles, but living stones. And so it is wisdoms house; she has builded it. Here, you will observe, it is the past tense, Wisdom hath built her house we are directed, therefore, to the past. If God bringeth back again that which is past (Ecclesiastes 3:15), so does faith, so does love, in us. As emerging from the darkness of current religion, we require that which is past, and that too which continues. And so this book furnishes us with instruction as to wisdoms building. 

    What building there has been in this world! As one said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built? (Daniel 4:30); and as others said earlier, Come on, let us build ourselves a city and a tower Genesis 11:4. What builders there have been! But who is ready to contemplate wisdoms structure? Attention is called to wisdom and what she builds. It is all her own; she is entirely without obligation to man. Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, repudiated in the strongest terms any of mans material or aid; he had no need of these, he was independent, of them; he neither resorted to the eloquence of men, nor to the literary skill of men; he taught wisdom, indeed, and spoke it, but it was the wisdom of God in a mystery. So that wisdoms house is all her own; she has borrowed nothing; she has hired nothing; she is under no obligations to the princes of this world, nor to the learning or the architecture of this world. She shows it in her ways that it is all her own. Wisdom hath built her house; it is hers. She is jealous over it, as I may say, she is exclusive in regard of it; she will have no extraneous matter in it. The material is all her own, the architecture is her own, and the building is all her own  it is her house. The pillars are hers, they are hewn out. They are not cast, as of metal; they are hewn, they are original, they are permanent, and they are complete, for there are seven of them. Whether it be strength, or beauty, or ornamentation, they are perfect; nothing need be added; she has left nothing unthought of. She has killed her beasts, they are hers; she has mingled her wine, it is hers; it is her own mingling, what a flavour! Have we tasted it, beloved? Mingled by her  how perfect is the blending! And she has furnished her table  mark it is her table. 

    Thus you see how wisdom stands out in her majesty, in her independence, and then in her bounty  in the bounty of the slaughtering of her beasts, in the mingling of her wine, and in the preparation of her table, and all this is presented to us, both old and young here, as accomplished, as the work of wisdom, and as available to the votaries of wisdom  those who answer to her call. She sends out her maidens; she crieth upon the highest places of the city; she would have us to hearken and to come and partake of her bounty, and to live in these things. Believers are the family of wisdom, nourished, cherished, and cared for, under such a hand. It is the way the Spirit of God would impress upon us that nothing can be added to what God has effected; nothing is unthought of; no right desire is left unsatisfied, nor unmet, in this arrangement. 

    Well, that is how Christianity began. It stands over against the foolish woman, for, as might be expected, it was countered, as the chapter shows. She is clamorous, but she knows nothing. Think of that humiliating statement by the Spirit of God! She is clamorous, she has much to say, but she knows nothing! Whatever form she may take, religious or social, she knows nothing. She stands out as the enemys counter to wisdoms institution, and we are warned. She flatters with her mouth, as we read elsewhere; she embraces all the folly of current religion; she includes all the folly of sensational entertainment; she sits at the door of her house; brazen there, she is clamorous and invites those who go right on their ways to what is stolen. What she has got is stolen. It may be that she clothes herself with that which seems to be of God, for she has nothing of her own. Stolen waters she says, are sweet and what is in secret  bread of secrecy is pleasant Proverbs 9:17; but the dead are there. Let the young be warned! She embraces all that goes on in the way of entertainment in this world, but folly is her name. She knows nothing, and the dead are there, and her guests are in the depths of hell. She is in that environment. Well, that is how matters stood, and how they stand from the divine side. 

    But I wish now to say a little in a practical way as to building, for we are brought into it, as to what is going on; chapter 14 refers to what is going on: The wisdom of women as it should read, buildeth their house It is a question again of wisdom. It is the same word exactly as is used in chapter 9, only in chapter 14 the word is in the plural, as our translators tell us, conveying the fulness of the thing. What came out at the beginning is the same as exists today in the Spirit. The wisdom seen in the building at the outset is still here. Wonderful fact! It lies in the Spirit. If any one of you lack wisdom we are told, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely, and reproaches not James 1:5. It is not that He has to give it out of heaven, for it is all here. The epistle to the Ephesians presents things on their highest level, and so the prayer in chapter 3 alludes to God as doing exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, but it is according to the power that worketh in us; nothing more than that is given, nothing is added. The truth is God has added nothing. Did He need to add anything from heaven, it would imply that He had omitted something, that He had failed to foresee what might be needed, through some exigency yet unmanifested. But God saw everything, so that if He does anything for us, it is according to the power that worketh in us. When Moses complained of his heavy task, he implied that God had omitted something, that He had failed to gauge what Moses would be required to do! But God says, No! I have furnished you abundantly, and if others are to share the charge with you, you will have to share the power that you have with them. There is to be nothing added. It is a question therefore of God reckoning that He has here the means of help in abundance. It is according to the power that worketh in us; so that if any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not. What He gives is here in the Spirit. 

    Now, this is where the lack lay at Corinth. I refer to this epistle because it is that in which this very subject is worked out initially. In Colossians we go further and get the mystery, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge Colossians 2:3. They are all here. Marvellous fact! The obtaining of these things, according to Colossians, is by the comfort of love: That their hearts might be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the [full] knowledge of the mystery of God; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge Colossians 2:2,3 They are hidden there. They are available to us. The apostle combated for the Colossians, and for all who had not seen his face in the flesh (may we not include ourselves?) for this very thing. 

    Ephesians goes beyond this. It is not simply that the wisdom is hidden in the mystery, but that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God Ephesians 3:10,11. Think of that being actually here! That the assembly has become the lesson-book in regard of the all-various wisdom of God to the principalities and powers in the heavenlies. Were they not intensely interested in the display of wisdom in the physical creation? They were: The morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy Job 38:7. They were intensely interested in it, but as yet the hidden wisdom had not come out, as yet the wonderful material of living stones, of men made to live through Christ, had not come in. Wisdom saw them, for Proverbs 8 is really all one piece; it is anticipative; it anticipates the incarnation and the bringing in of men to the habitable parts of the earth. That was what wisdom had before it. His delights were there with living men, for these men are builded together by wisdom, and in them, as thus builded together as the assembly, the principalities and powers in the heavenlies see the working out of the all-various wisdom of God. 

    That is Ephesian Christians normally, and I think that answers to the wisdom of women in chapter 14. The reference is a subjective one. It is not simply wise women acting, but the wisdom of women that is to say, the wisdom that operates now in the assembly by the Spirit  it is that wisdom. That which wrought in Christ in the building in chapter 9 now works in women  a symbol, as I said, of what is subjective as answering to the Man. The work that goes on day by day, week by week, and month by month, and year by year in the saints is the wisdom of women that builds their house. And over against that wisdom you have folly. In chapter 9 we have the great objective system set before our eyes. The product of wisdom and all that is to be carried on in the light of that; but in chapter 14 it is the filling in, and it is a question of our responsibility, hence it is their house So that every one will be tested in regard of what he is building; what he builds will be tested; hence it is, But let each see how he builds 1 Corinthians 3:10 It is a question of wisdom. The question that had to be asked at Corinth was, Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? 1 Corinthians 6:5 Is not that question ever present, beloved, in every little company of the people of God? Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? Why all the confusion? Why all the fog? One wise man, although poor, delivered the city; Ecclesiastes 9:15. It is a question, therefore, of a way out, for an impasse is never contemplated; wisdom has no such thought; there is always a way out, which is available in every difficulty; hence it resolves into this  in every difficulty in our localities, in our meetings, Is there not a wise man? It is a reproach that it has to be asked, but it has to be asked. The book of Ecclesiastes shows that the poor wise man delivered the city by his wisdom; it was not by his strength, or by riches, for he had none, but by his wisdom; and thus we see that wisdom is loves handmaid. 

    Love will plan a way out; it turns to God, and God gives the wisdom, so if anyone lack it, let him ask of God. The wisdom that comes from God, that comes from above, first is pure, then peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits, unquestioning, unfeigned James 3:17. It thinks for God. And so the wisdom of women, it says, buildeth their house; the building goes on. But folly (and what is folly but the natural mind working in the things of God), it says, plucketh it down with her hands She uses both her hands; it is remarkable the assiduity with which folly works. How one sees at times that not a stone is left unturned to defeat the work of God; it is most humiliating! She plucketh it down with her hands, that is to say, she enters into it with both hands, the will is in it, the will of the flesh, for the mind of the flesh (even in a Christian) is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, for neither indeed can it be Romans 8:7. Hence the need, dear brethren, for the disallowance of all selfish and personal feelings, sectional feelings, partiality and hypocrisy, that wisdom, the wisdom of God working through us  the wisdom of women, as it is called here  should continue to build. Let the building go on; it is going on, but it is a question of wisdom. The wisdom of women buildeth their house; but folly plucketh it down with her hands 

  
    WISDOMS HOUSE (JT 37)

    Proverbs 9

    JTI think it will be seen that the assembly is in mind in this chapter. The assembly is an establishment of wisdom, and in its principles and furnishings it is complete, needing no fresh legislation. This book properly fits in with Colossians. There we are brought into the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, and we see the part wisdom has in it  a hidden wisdom. 

    RemThat is the point in Colossians 2 where the apostle speaks of the mystery of God in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. 

    JTI thought so. This book runs alongside of Colossians, and goes into Ephesians. The kingdom in Colossians speaks of His authority, but that of the Son of the Fathers love. There is great prominence given to wisdom in these early chapters of Proverbs. It is a question of Gods best in regard to His operations. There are other features, but wisdom is His best in regard to His works. Of course love underlies all. 

    RemNo difficulty can arise, but you can count on wisdom to meet it. 

    JTQuite so. No more furnishing is needed. The public history of the assembly is marked by an increase of legislation. This chapter would show there is nothing needed, it is a question of applying what is there. What wisdom does is the last word so to speak. Chapter 8 gives us wisdoms history from eternity. I was set up from eternity, from the beginning, before the earth was. Chapter 8: 22 - 31 does not refer to its operations, but wisdoms presence as the operations of Jehovah proceeded. The One who operates is Jehovah. When he appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by him. Chapter 8 gives the details of its relations in a past eternity to enhance its place here in its service as amongst men. Giving an account of itself it does not refer to its part in the operations, but to its presence while the operations proceeded. Chapter 9 speaks of what wisdom does amongst men here on earth. That is the great point in the chapter. But when it gives an account of itself in relation to Gods operations in the past, in the formation of the universe, it was present. It was there, nothing transpired without its presence, but Jehovah was the Operator. It is to impress upon us the importance of wisdom now; it has to be attended to, it is Gods best; what it does cannot be improved upon. Wisdom is seen particularly in what it builds. 

    QuesIs there enough in the seven pillars to support the testimony? 

    JTYes, seven is the perfection of anything, the perfection of support here. The testimony has no need of human support. In the Reformation they missed those seven pillars. They turned to the secular powers. 

    QuesIn chapter 8 is wisdom not a Person? 

    JTIt shows itself in a Person, or Persons, it was present in the divine operations. It was in divine Persons, but it is regarded by itself. It was present in God. Other qualities are personified in this book too. The Lord in Luke 7 personifies wisdom. Wisdom is justified of all her children, but it was in Himself the thing was fully expressed. 

    QuesHow is wisdom seen in Chapter 9? 

    JTIt answers to the way we see it in the Acts and in the epistles in the construction of the house of God. It came out in persons, but it involves the Spirit. So Paul says he was a wise master builder. That was wisdom in the apostle. Paul was the architect, but wisdom operated in Paul. You could not call Paul wisdom. The word here is in the plural, just as in Genesis 1 the word for God is in the plural. This shows the matter in hand is of supreme importance. In the beginning God created. It was no ordinary matter. So in the building of the assembly there is the same thought. It is a great matter; there is nothing greater as a creation than the assembly. 

    QuesIs it not the gospel in chapter 9? 

    JTYes, but notice, you get the idea of an establishment. You get that in the words turn in hither. There is a house, a place providing all that men need, I mean spiritually. That is quite rightly used in the gospel, but what we get in this chapter goes further. 

    Ques. 1 Corinthians 1? 

    JTYes, that helps us on that point, to see that wisdom is brought in as correction. There was departure from what wisdom had done at Corinth, and wisdom is brought in by way of correction. 

    QuesIs the building limited to the apostles? 

    JTNo, every one may build according to 1 Corinthians 3: 10. Let each see how he builds upon it. Wisdom is viewed as in persons. Christ is Gods power and Gods wisdom. 

    QuesIs it indicated that there was a work in the past eternity? 

    JTI do not know of anything having gone before chapter 8: 27. In verse 22 wisdom came into evidence, not into existence, because it is inherent in God. It came into evidence as He operated. It was there. Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of His way, before his works of old. It evidently came into view as operations became necessary. It was inherent in God; the wisdom spoken of was the wisdom of God. 

    RemIn His operations God intended to display wisdom. Other things were displayed such as power, but pre-eminently wisdom was to shine. 

    JTYes; nothing can be added to what it does, what is done here is perfect, which is an important matter, because it would dispose of any attempt to introduce innovations into the assembly. Can you conceive of Gabriel suggesting any improvement in the creation? It is just as logical as to suggest any change being necessary in the ordering of the assembly. The work is perfect, there is nothing to be added to it. Wisdom is the last word, so to speak. Of course love is behind it, but it is as if He said, I will make the provisions of my love as perfect as they can be made. 

    QuesWhat does the apostle mean when he says, Who has been made to us wisdom ... 

    JTJust what we have been saying. It is what is in the Lord Jesus. He is the wisdom of God. You can see in Him the supreme expression of it. It had been in operation before, but He became Man and as such is the full expression of it. But it is in the saints too, and the Holy Spirit emphasizes that. Verses 27 - 32 are to show us that it was present in the operations of God, it was there. God used it in the creation, but the point is to exalt wisdom now, to make it great in our eyes. 

    RemWisdom suggests infinite resource. 

    JTThat is right, resource in the way of meeting difficulties, in the way of operation. 

    RemDivine skill has been used in the building of the assembly. 

    JTThat is what comes out here, wisdom has done it. Ephesians says, That now to the principalities ... might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God. That is what we are speaking of, the assembly is the great thought of God. That is the force of the personal pronoun used in the first verses of chapter 9  She hath hewn out her seven pillars, she hath slaughtered her cattle ...; all the things are her providing, and hence they cannot be improved upon. 

    QuesHow do we learn wisdom? 

    JTIt is in Christ, you learn everything in Christ. You may learn it through others now, but primarily it is a quality that is expressed in every way in Christ. Hence the children of wisdom are begotten of that quality as found in Him. 

    RemChrist is the wisdom of God; if we follow Christ we learn wisdom. 

    JTYou see it in the gospels, but the Holy Spirit having come down from Him. He takes up others, the children of wisdom, to carry on the great work of building. Christ is the Builder, but others are employed. Wisdom is doing it, and it cannot be added to or improved. That shuts out all church councils or legislation since apostolic times. Not that we do not need to come together and take counsel, but we take counsel as to how to apply what wisdom has introduced. 

    RemYe are complete in him. 

    JTYes. In Him all the fulness was pleased to dwell. All that God is has passed within our range in Christ, and we are complete in Him, that shuts out all human wisdom. Of course the saints are children of wisdom, and hence ordinarily know what Israel ought to do. 

    RemVerse 1 is the structure, verse 2 the furnishings. 

    JTQuite so, it gives the idea of a place, somewhere to turn into; the house should have a place in our preaching. 

    RemThere is something there answering to the heart of God. 

    JTYes; it is Gods house, and also what He furnishes for men. 

    RemTurn in hither, there is something to come into. 

    JTThat is it. 

    QuesWould it suggest Luke 14 and 15? The invitation in chapter 14 is for man; in chapter 15 it is for the pleasure of the heart of God. 

    JTExactly. Chapter 15 shows that the believer is made suitable for the house. The gospel includes the assembly. What God has established is perfect in itself, you can add nothing to it, and you are invited to come into it. Wisdom is calling attention to it. 

    But there is a counter religious system, there is another woman, and it captures many. Wisdom is calling attention to the quality of her building, her furnishings; she does not fail to let people know about it. 

    RemThe order would be significant. First the positive sphere of blessing, then as you are attracted into it, you become proof against the foolish woman. 

    JTWisdom hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the summits of the high places of the city. We see all this in the Acts. 

    QuesWhat do you refer to in Acts? 

    JTI was thinking of Paul. Before he got his commission he was preaching that Jesus was the Son of God. Then he went to Antioch, and there he taught in the assembly for a whole year. That was all in wisdom. Then he goes out with Barnabas, and sails for Cyprus, and goes the whole length of the island, and finds Bar-Jesus. It says they found him. He was a Jew. Grace would find the Jew however bad he was; he was a child of the devil. He was no subject for the gospel, but they found him, and if they did not get him for Christ they rendered him useless for the enemy. It was not final, it was only to be for a season; as if the grace of God would say of the Jew, I will save him some day. He was with the deputy of the island and he was hindering that man. And the deputy was amazed at the teaching of the Lord. Preaching ought to take the form of teaching when necessary, or you will not get intelligent men for the assembly. Where did he see the teaching of the Lord? In the apostle. Then Paul and Barnabas proceed, and go to Antioch of Pisidia, and enter into the synagogue and sit down. No pretension of being great persons, just men among men, and when they ask them to speak, Paul speaks. It is wisdom in preaching to wait for an opportunity. Some say we ought to come together and wait till the Spirit moves someone to preach. That is a very poor thing. They asked Paul to preach, and he preached. Then in chapter 14 they go on to Iconium, and they entered together into the synagogue. Why together? There must have been something beautiful about those two men, two men linked up together in the love of God; and they so spake that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks believed. It was the manner of their speaking. Then in chapter 16 they come to Philippi, and he does not preach, but he finds out what there is of God in the place. There were some women there who prayed. He was greatly tested. There was no great movement of God outwardly, but there was a great movement of the devil. One with the spirit of Python followed him day by day. But he was grieved, and removed the cause of it. The Lord had already begun to work in a womans heart. He had opened Lydias heart to attend to the things spoken by Paul. Then he is cast into prison and the Lord works again  in the jailor. Wisdom was in all this building her house. 

    RemWisdom was effective in all the different circumstances. Wisdom was there. 

    JTAt every place there was a change of circumstances. The building and preaching were both marked by wisdom. If the preaching is not marked by wisdom, the material which accrues is very difficult to build with. 

    RemIn preaching the gospel there is the side of meeting mans need, but there is also Gods side, and consideration for that would bring in material suitable for the house of God. 

    RemWisdom attracts, she cries out, Turn in hither. 

    JTWhat comes out in the next paragraph, verses 7 - 12, is instruction concerning reproving men. We have to discriminate so as to know how to deal with them. If one is a scorner, there is no use attempting to reprove him, if we do, it will only react on ourselves. Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee; reprove a wise man, and he will love thee. We have to discriminate in our service, there are those you cannot help at all. 

    RemWisdom in the assembly can adapt itself to every circumstance. 

    JTWisdom enables you to discern between the wise man and the wicked man. 

    RemIs it connected with what is inside? 

    JTYes; generally, but also there are those who have committed themselves to opposition; they may not mean to oppose Christ, but it is evident they are doing so, and you have to leave them. 

    QuesWe speak wisdom among the perfect, is that the thought? 

    JTPretty much, but wisdom is to enter into all our service. He that winneth souls is wise. 

    RemIf some definitely make up their minds to resist what the Lord is giving, there is no use parleying with them. 

    JTNo, but there are wise and righteous men. Teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 

    RemIt says, I speak as to intelligent persons: do ye judge what I say, 1 Corinthians 10: 15. They were supposed to be intelligent. 

    JTThat is right. This paragraph is specially helpful to the young for it tells how to begin to be wise. The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom. That is the way to start getting on your own feet. 

    RemThe fear of Jehovah lies at the beginning of all spiritual progress. 

    JTThat is most important for young people to see. The fear of the Lord is the way to enter the divine school. 

    RemThe dying thief made a good start: he feared God. Joseph too could say to his brethren, I fear God. 

    JTHow rapidly the thief learnt! how quickly he acquired knowledge as to the Lord! Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. He saw that the One hanging at his side was a King, and had a kingdom. The deputy at Cyprus too learnt quickly. He was amazed at the teaching of the Lord. 

    RemIf we had a greater sense of the One who is Son over Gods house we would be more adaptable to the teaching. 

    JTThere are 13 Maschil Psalms, psalms of instruction. The first is Psalm 32, and they run through the books up to Psalm 142. The first one speaks of the blessedness of sins forgiven; if young people began with the knowledge of this blessedness and how it is reached, we should have good material for the assembly. 

    RemThe two who went to Emmaus, as returned to Jerusalem, were great assets to the meeting. 

    JTExactly, they had gone through a course of instruction. One who begins with the Psalms of instruction, becomes intelligent in all that is of God. In the mystery are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. We need to know the mystery, we cannot afford to be ignorant of it. 

    QuesWhat is the mystery? 

    JTWhat we have here, the assembly, is outside mans range of vision. It is hidden. The principles of it are in the parabolical teaching of the Lord in the gospel. He deliberately hid things from some people. A parable is to hide from certain people, but to make things intelligible to others. Colossians is a hiding epistle. The great danger in entering into the land, passing from the realm of flesh and blood into the realm of the Spirit, is the desire to take certain things with us, such as human learning and culture, so the idea of hiding is introduced. Certain things are hidden from the wise and prudent but revealed to babes; that is Colossians. We want to be among the babes. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in the mystery. We must not cast our pearls before swine. 

    RemOur life is hid. 

    JTYes, with Christ in God. In Luke 21 we read of the Lord that by day he was teaching in the temple, and by night, going out, he remained abroad on the mountain called the mount of Olives. Where is He? What are His living associations? He is not found where men usually are. There is something mysterious about Him. And so with christians; they are not found in the haunts of men, you do not find them everywhere. How are they kept going? The point is our life is hid. In Matthew after having spoken certain parables, the Lord asks His disciples. Do ye understand? 

    RemThe secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him. 

    JTIf the secret had been kept, we should have no Babylonish system such as we have around us now. That has come about by the secret being exposed, as we see in Isaiah 39. 

    QuesWhy is it that so often when difficulties arise we do not get the full benefit of the operations of this wisdom? 

    JTThat applies generally. The word is, Is there not a wise man among you? Like the wise woman in 2 Samuel  The city was about to be destroyed, and she cried out of the city. And then she went to all the people of the city in her wisdom. She took account of every one in it, and she delivered the city. If a difficulty arises in a meeting, it may be right to conceal knowledge, but that can only go to the point; then you can conceal it no longer. The time comes when you must declare it, but it must be to all the people. The wise woman went to all the people in her wisdom and the mans head was thrown over the wall and that was an end of the trouble. That today would be to the assembly. Normally if you state the case rightly there you will get right judgment. 
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    DIVINE COUNSEL (JT 89)

    Revelation 3: 18; Psalm 16: 7; Nehemiah 5: 6, 7; Proverbs 11: 14

    What is in view in this service is counsel, as the Scriptures read would indicate, not counsel in the sense of the eternal counsel of God that is spoken of, the counsel of His will, but counsel in detail as specifically rendered. Without it, as the passage in Proverbs shows, the people fall; and so it is divinely provided first of all in Christ. He leads in everything for us, in every feature of administrative service. He learned as a Man here in lowly grace how to obtain counsel, according to what I read in Psalm 16 and in keeping with what is said in the prophet Isaiah: The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, He wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed. These scriptures, dear brethren, are in no sense derogatory to the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ. On the contrary, they afford a feature of His glory that He could take up such a lowly attitude, an attitude suitable to the state into which He had come, becoming incarnate. It is part of His glory that He could speak in such a lowly way, saying even in this psalm, Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee. The worshipper of God marvels, and yet accepts with intelligence the suitability of these utterances of Christ by the Spirit; that is, uttered before He became incarnate. The Spirit of Christ uttered them anticipatively in the power of compression that belonged alone to Him as being infinitely great as the scripture attests. God Himself become Man here. He could reduce Himself, so to speak, within such a compass. So this would teach us humility and dependence, so that He understands as Man on high now, God over all, too, as He is said to be, and as blessed for ever; but as on high He has gone through these experiences on earth and actually received counsel. He would bless Jehovah who gave Him counsel. His reins also, He tells us in the scripture, instruct Him in the night seasons. 

    What food, dear brethren, is furnished for our souls, as in the Spirit of Christ we are lowly, as He speaks of Himself, offering Himself as a bondman for us: Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart. What food is furnished for us in His words, receiving counsel from God as a Man here and saying, My reins also instruct me in the night seasons. What seasons they were of wakefulness! We are told that as in Jerusalem for the last time, entering in with tears, for as it came to His view He wept over it, not for Himself for the sorrow He was about to endure: indeed He told the daughters of Jerusalem to weep not for Him, but He wept over Jerusalem. We are told that He, as having come in for the last time, for He was making His exit from Jerusalem through death, that He taught daily in the temple and in the nights He went to the mount of Olives. What nights He spent there, dear brethren! They are only, as it were, for our contemplation; they are not recorded save indeed as we get hints in the Psalms. In the nights my reins instruct me, means the inward movements, the holy movements of Christ. As the different offerings were offered up, they are all typical of this, inwardly perfect, inwardly delightful to God; all went up as a sweet savour, those inward organs moving instructed Him. The suggestion for us is in our night seasons. No time in the life of faith is ever supposed to be wasted. The rest of our time is always precious. We are provided with opportunities. We are to learn that the nights are to be spent in this way. I speak of it now as turning to the psalm; I speak of it now in regard of the Lords own experience, as on high tonight, that He understands our circumstances; He understands perfectly. He has reached the place He is in through sufferings. He was tempted in all points such as we are, sin apart, so that He is able to succour those that are tempted. He knows the counsel we need and He will give it to us. 

    The liberality of His counsel is seen in the first scripture I read, the wide bearing it has. The letter is addressed to Laodicea, the last of the seven assemblies written to by our Lord. He immediately says to her, Thou art neither cold nor hot. He knew exactly the state of things. It refers to christendom, not in its Babylonish, gross Babylonish character, but in that phase of it that would still own the lordship of Christ. It may be what would be called formalists, persons who hold to the Bible; for all of whom we give thanks, for all who love our Lord Jesus. He is speaking to such. He is not speaking to Philadelphia, which represents the living feature of the public body. That is a feature we can appreciate. Thank God there is such a feature, not only that there has been or will be, but there is. There is nothing I am more certain of than that, that a Philadelphia exists today. But Laodicea exists; a parallel is still seen, not scepticism, not moralism, not Rome, but that feature that would recognise the Bible and the authority of Christ formally, really, too, with some of them. He says, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth not because she was utterly cold or utterly hot, but lukewarm. It may be there is some lukewarm Christian here in this audience: this is a solemn word for you. The Lord does not like lukewarmness; He does not like modernism, higher criticism, as it is called; nor does He like Babylon the great with all her ramifications. He does not like lukewarm christians with the Bible under their arm, and all that goes with the public profession of Christ. There is lukewarmness of heart. He does not like that; it is very tasteless to the Lord, and if there were nothing more than that on the earth for Him He would soon spue it out. But there is more; thank God there is more than that. There are christians whose hearts burn within them when they hear of Jesus, when they hear expositions of Scripture. That is not distasteful to the Lord. He is pleased to dwell with them. The Lord is more in this meeting that anyone here, or all of us together. He is pleased with us; I humbly say it is so. Through grace it is so, that we have sufficient interest in Him and His things, to turn aside to listen to something about Christ. But He is speaking now to the general profession in that particular assembly of Laodicea, and He gives counsel. 

    It may be that there is an unconverted person here tonight. The Lord is ready to give you counsel. You may have many a time spurned it from the brethren, turned away your shoulder from your parents when they would give you counsel; but now you are here tonight and the Lord would say, I would give you counsel; you are in great need: come, to Me. There is no other hope; there is no other resource. The Lord says, I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire. You have not got anything now. The whole profession as viewed in its Laodicean phase is without gold, that is, what is of God. There is plenty of what is of man. See this fine building, says one; See this wonderful architecture, says another; See the number of communicants, says another; See the missionaries abroad, says another. That is all what man is doing and can do, not what God can do. It is what man is and what he can do. Oh, beloved, it is what God is and what is of God that is needed! What is said of christians is, Of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption. Now that is objective, as we say. It is an objective presentation of fact, this great fact; but think of it, of God are we in Christ Jesus! We are christians. Whoever is holding that is a real christian from that point of view, Of him are ye in Christ Jesus. We are not of man; as many as accept Christ, we are told, to him God gives title to take the place of His children, those that believe on His name, Who have been born, not of blood nor of fleshs will nor of mans will, but of God. Man is entirely shut out in that sense. We are of God. Let us begin with that; it is an objective thought. However young the christian is, he is a babe in Christ. A babe in Christ gives him status before God, and before the brethren, too; he is of God and Christ is made unto him wisdom and righteousness and holiness and redemption. All is reckoned on Christ; it has to be understood and appropriated, and that is what the Lord is saying here; He is counselling you. He is Gods wisdom, but now He is counselling you. You need what is of God in a characteristic way. I see you walk down the street, if I follow your history week in week out, and (although you are a christian, as we speak), your whole outlook and walk and ways are like mans ways. The Lord says that you need something that you have not got, and He counsels you to get it; and if you say, I have not got sufficient means to get it, the Lord says, I am ready to sell it to you. There is a state of soul like that, and the Lord says in His grace, I am ready to sell what you need; come to Me and buy, and I counsel you to do it. It is His last word to Laodicea. It is that phase of christendom I am speaking of. 

    Presently He is going to consider all as Babylon in regard of judgment; the whole system will go under one head, and the Lord is saying to some christian here tonight, Do not you be judged with the world; your walk and ways are very like it now, and you are in grave and dire need of certain things, and I counsel you to come and buy of Me. He has gold purified in the fire. That would be that what is needed for the christian is already tried. There is not a thing that any of us need that has not been well tried, well tested. It is not a question of trying now in Christianity; that has been well tried in the fire. It is all a question of what is of God, and the Lord says, I have got that very commodity that you need, tried in the fire, in His own precious death. How it was tested out and all made perfectly sure as He came out victoriously from the dead, for He was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father! Then there are other things that I cannot dwell upon for want of time, raiment and eye-salve. We need these three things: Gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. Now these are the proposals of Christ and they are most affecting to those of us who understand chapters 2 and 3 of this book. The last phase is addressed to you, and the Lord is saying to you, to all of us that need these things, I will sell these things to you. The point is they are available. We who understand the gospel know they have been given to us, that God furnishes in Christ everything to us; but He is now addressing a certain state; it may be here, I do not know; but the Lord says, Have these three things, anyway; you are in dire need of them, otherwise spuing will take place. He says that He is about to do it. 

    Well now, in the passage in the psalm, as I said, the believer has a pattern in Christ, for He is our Leader, our Pattern and our Model, as I was saying already. What a blessed thing it is, dear brethren, 

    to stand alongside of the Lord Jesus as He has been pleased to come down so low, to come down to where we are, infinitely perfect in Himself, tempted in everything as we are, having to do with a contrary scene as no one else had to do with it! How He speaks of Jehovah who gave Him counsel! How He received it! It would only be in a priestly way that one would touch the blessed Saviour of all in such a lowly compass as we see in the psalm, but the priest may do it. The oblation, the meat-offering, is particularly for the priest: it is in a sense the food of the priest. The psalm is full of it, as we stand beside our Saviour and Lord as He was here below, looking up and saying, I will bless Jehovah who giveth me counsel; even in the nights my reins instruct me. It is an isolated view of Christ; He is not in company with any here. His heart is towards the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent thou hast said, In them is all my delight. 

    No one who stands alongside Jesus will fail to value the brethren, to clothe them with the very best clothes available in heaven, as the father said to the bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it. That would be the attitude of the Lord. The saints were the excellent of the earth to Him. Think of Him finding His joy amongst them! He came in and went out amongst them. He said, The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places. Where were those pleasant places? Not in Solomons porch, for it was winter! Not in Simons house! No, not in any such places as these where He was met with severe opposition, but in Bethany, where love was! He went out to Bethany, we are told, at one time, and spent the night there. He came to Bethany six days before the passover, where Lazarus was, where Martha was, where Mary was. He is a Model for us here as to receiving counsel. Let no one assume that he does not need this; let no one be sufficiently legal to deprive himself of such food as this, of such an object for contemplation, so that we might learn with humility of mind and with the saints in view, with the inheritance of God in view, that He has furnished us even now. Let us be simple enough to turn to God for counsel, to turn to the Lord who knows exactly what we need, and He gives it and in the night seasons, in the wakeful hours my reins instruct me, the blessed Spirit operating in these automatic organs with which God has furnished us, as the Lord said to the woman of Sychar, A fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. We shall find instruction inwardly. 

    Well now, over against this, yet in keeping with it, I want to show from Nehemiah how difficulties amongst the brethren are met, and there are many. They are constant, one after another like waves on a troubled sea, nor may we expect to have it anything different if we are to be here in loyalty to Christ. How are we to meet them? Well, you say, There is the care meeting. We are not at that at the moment, that is Proverbs; but I am coming first to each of us who has these cares on our hearts, for a care meeting is nothing if those who attend it are not burdened. Now Nehemiah is one of the best examples of a brother occupied in the government of the house of God in type. He is a man as we have no doubt often noticed, who speaks a good deal about himself; we have to leave that. So it is with Paul, the Spirit of God makes Paul speak of himself, and Nehemiah speaks of himself, too, I do not compare him with Paul exactly, but anyway, he says here in the presence of a very great difficulty, I consulted with myself, you will all remember the verse I read in Nehemiah 5. He says, I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words. God did not question his anger, it was right; we ought to be, the Lord Himself was, we ought to be angry and sin not. Nehemiah was angry, and why was he angry? It was because one set of brethren was oppressing the other set of brethren. He loved the brethren; he had no predilections at all; he was for God in these matters. He stood alone according to this chapter, first of all. One set of brethren was oppressing another set of brethren; it often happens. It is not physical pressure, but in one sense this often happens. 

    Meetings are often divided into sets, and we have to watch that, that we do not cease to be brethren. One is our Master in heaven and we are all brethren. Let the brother of high degree, the wealthy brother, glory in his humiliation; let the poor brother glory in his elevation. The humiliation is spiritual; the elevation is spiritual. The humiliation brings me on to the spiritual platform of mutual feeling among the brethren; the elevation brings me out of my littleness, for my very poverty may be considered a virtue in my mind. Poverty is never a virtue, it has become a virtue in the world: now the poor are becoming the masters of the world and appear more cruel than those of high degree; they are ruthless in their cruelty. What is developing is apostasy in that sense. Mere poverty or low social degree is no virtue. Not indeed that God has exalted the rich, as the apostle says, Consider your calling, brethren, but he goes on to show that God is no respecter of persons; whether it be a royal personage, or a military personage, or a jailor, or a poor person who is nothing in this world, the gospel is for all, God is no respecter of persons. 

    So that the position here in Nehemiah is that he is angered on one occasion by the rich oppressing the poor, such oppression as was robbing the poor of their liberty. What a serious condition, one set of brethren oppressing another to the deprivation of their liberty, and, of course, robbing themselves of these very brethren, making them slaves! If our brethren are rendered slaves they have little or no power in the assembly; we are really destroying the assembly in that sense, and we are robbing God; we are depriving our brethren of their liberty. We have to stand fast, every one of us, in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. Anyone who deprives his brother of liberty is damaging the brother and robbing God. We have to contend with these things, and what I want to point out is that Nehemiah had no party friends. He had no party friends to turn to. The chief difficulty in meeting these exigencies that arise is in partisan appeal: persons who have some link in common take counsel with each other, secret counsel it may be, and party counsels, beloved brethren, in the very essence of them will crucify Christ. They never work Gods righteousness. The politics of the world are divided into partisanships, but what poverty that leads to! What moral poverty there is! There is nothing spiritual in it whatever. There is no such thing in the millennium as the kings opposition; it is destructive of government according to God. The very idea of it is destructive of government according to God. But then, we have party government now, and God overrules it, but it is not Gods idea, nor should it be amongst the brethren; that is what I am speaking about. 

    Well, you say, if we do not come together, some of us, we shall be overwhelmed. Will we be? shall we be overwhelmed? The Lord says, I will bless Jehovah who giveth me counsel. Nehemiah says, I consulted with myself. Now, you say, What good is that? Well, this really alludes to the reins of the man. It alludes to his inward spiritual power, the power of thought that he had, the power of weighing things. That is what is meant. If we have difficulties let us try this instead of taking counsel with some brother or brothers who think as we do. 

    It is destructive of the assembly; the very idea is destructive of the assembly. In fact, anything that takes you out of the ground of the assembly is destructive of it. So we may reach the desired end, but if we do it will not stand. Nehemiah says, I consulted with myself, as much as to say, I have no partisans; I have no party in Jerusalem  like many of the modern rulers. God had one man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. If you get a man like that you have something. Something will come about for God whatever numbers you have against him. God will work through him, and that is what happened here. So he says, as you will observe, I consulted with myself; and I remonstrated with the nobles and the rulers, and said to them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother! And I set a great assembly against them. That is what he did. What power he must have had  moral power! Where did it come from? It came from God. He does not tell us that here. He shows the effect of that. He says, I will renounce all party feeling; I abominate it: I consulted with myself. The point is, he took counsel with himself and the result of it. The Lord says to the apostles, Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations. Think of the order He gave twelve men; there were eleven there actually, for they were already decimated. The breach is healed in resurrection, as we learn in the Acts, but He said to these eleven men, Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations. What did He mean by that? He meant that every one of these men had moral power derived from the counsel of God  eleven men! What will they not do? The Lord says that they are to make disciples of all nations. It is a question of moral power springing from a man that takes counsel with himself, his inwards are right, as in Romans 7; otherwise any inward counsel is confused, mixed up with all sorts of motives and thoughts; that is, it is difficult to disentangle the right motives unless we go through Romans 7: I myself with the mind serve Gods law. Anyone that does that is clear of all inward darkening influence and he can take counsel with himself. Thank God, we can take counsel with the Lord, too; we can pray. The effect here is seen; he says, I set a great assembly against them. He did that. What power he had! Is it not an incentive to avoid all party counsel? Even if it must be met, let it be met on the ground of the assembly; it may be two of you, or two of us, or twenty of us, or fifty of us; the Lord will be with us, but the Lord will never support a party. 

    So I come to Proverbs: Where no advice is, the people fall. You will understand that I am aiming at counsel, counsel as it is divinely furnished for the people of God. You will see in Proverbs 11 which I read, Where no advice is the people fall; but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. It is not final. In regard of our meetings for care, it is representative; we cannot be sure, until we reach the assembly, of finality according to God in these matters. The solution of all matters that arise in the history of the assembly is in the assembly itself. The Lord has the greatest concern that we should never give up the thought of the assembly. He says, My assembly. If two of you pray, much will happen. If two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them; that is, two of the assembly. See what happened in Nehemiahs day! The result was reached; finality was reached. The nobles submitted and the brethren were delivered from bondage, a great result! 

    So here, if there is no counsel the people fall. We do not want the people to fall. Many have, and why have they fallen? Party counsel! Every sorrowful deviation that has happened has been the outcome of party movement, certain ones together against others, and against the truth, too. The people fall where there is no counsel, and the passage means counsel according to God: But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety, as when we come together in our care meetings. The Lord loves those meetings. It is a pleasure to be in them; one has privileges in that way. It is a real pleasure to be in them, and the chief pleasure is that we are in the sense that the Lord has pleasure in them and He loves them. But it is a question of safety. Safety is a great matter. In the assembly it is one of the greatest matters. That is, there is no move or action taken that might endanger the liberty of the saints lest they should fall. Even a weak brother has to be considered: Destroy not him with thy meat for whom Christ has died. The greatest delicacy and care have to be employed, and it is in the multitude of counsellors, that is, counsellors according to God, men of wisdom. Surely we are to be children of wisdom. Wisdom is justified of all her children, and I believe the meeting for care in any locality is just that, that wisdom is justified of all her children. Every bit of advice given, every proposal made, is wisely made, not made to serve any party interest or selfish motive, but for the good of all, so that the people should not fall. 

    Well, that was all I had to say, and I commend especially this matter: In the multitude of counsellors there is safety, and that the brethren might know, might have wisdom, each in his measure, for we are told that the very least esteemed in the assembly is supposed to be able to judge in secular matters. So everyone in the assembly is to be a child of wisdom. May God grant that it may be so. 

  
    COUNSEL (JT 97)

    Revelation 3: 18; Psalm 16: 7; Nehemiah 5: 6, 7; Proverbs 11: 14

    These passages, as you will observe, speak of counsel. They speak of Christ as counselling; they speak of Him  indeed God speaks of Him in the psalm as receiving counsel, and as a pattern for us. Then Nehemiah speaks of taking counsel with himself, and Proverbs speaks of safety in the multitude of counsellors. I propose to say a little on each of these points and those of us who love the Lord Jesus  and I trust we all do  are stirred in our affections by the reference to Him as Counsellor in the prophet Isaiah; the son given, the child born is said to be called Counsellor, Isaiah 9: 6. That was His name, one of the features of His name; He is viewed on our side as bearing all these titles. The prophetic spirit says, Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. Believers are slow to appropriate what is thus recorded as theirs, and hence remain often in spiritual poverty, whereas such verses as I referred to  and particularly the epistle to the Hebrews  are calculated to enrich us even objectively, as I have been saying. The Corinthians were regarded as furnished in every way, coming behind in no gift; that was in an objective sense. Further, it is said in that same epistle that christians are of God, Of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made unto us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. 

    These are all objective thoughts but they are available to us and intended to set us up with potential wealth, wealth to be worked out. So that remarkable verse says prophetically that Christ is born to us, given to us as a son; His name is called Wonderful 

    and then Counsellor. So that we are to understand that we are not to be left in the dark as to anything for we have such a Counsellor, who is available He is on our side, given to us  we need not be in the darkness. The presentation of this great fact as to Christ in the verse I have read in Revelation is peculiarly affecting, because He is speaking to Laodicea, the assembly that describes prophetically conditions current at this present time. The seven features of the public assembly, seen in Revelation 2 and 3, whether at the time of writing, or as covering the whole period of the public history here, are to be taken separately, if they are to be understood, taken, of course, in relation to all the others, but to be taken separately and, viewed in this way, Laodicea exists now. It did not exist, in the sense I am speaking of, when the book was written. There may have been potential conditions that would develop into the present-day conditions, but it is a development that is in mind in the Lords words here, that is to say, a state of lukewarmness, a state of indifference to Christ, a state of false pride in assuming riches which did not exist, and a state of nakedness in a sense of exposure. Things are not hidden, they are all open, and there is a state of blindness. 

    We wonder at times that the Lord Jesus should deign to address such an assembly at all, and especially that He should counsel it. It is full of grace, beloved brethren, that the Lord does so, and indeed He embodies, in a most striking way, the grace of the dispensation, the grace with which it began. It began with the announcement that the Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. That was grace to one who had shamefully denied the Lord. 

    It may be there are those here tonight who have denied the Lord, not in the same flagrant way, but, nevertheless, in some way. There may be such here at this present moment, and I speak to you so as to remind you of grace, that aside from grace there can be no recovery for any of us. The principle is grace: hence your recovery is quite possible. The Lord says to a faithful assembly, Thou ... hast not denied my name, Revelation 3: 8. Protestantism is, I believe, in mind prophetically, if you understand me. I believe that Judas is Rome. Nefarious practices and traitorship mark it, but in Peter we see Protestantism, I believe. Many make little of the denial of Christs name, taking on other names; but if I take on any other name it is a denial of the name of Christ. Still the work of God is going on in Protestantism, it is a great field; Rome is yielding very little. The Lord has dealt judicially with it, with Jezebel, and recognises the remnant among them from that point. There is very little in that field; the great operations of the Lord are in the field of Protestantism. It may be well to be reminded of the simple fact that Protestantism is negative; the very name is a negative idea, but still christians are there, the light is there, and the open Bible. Thank God for the open Bible, that is ordained in all English-speaking countries and, I may say, in most nominal christian countries today. But the open Bible is not enough, what is needed is grace, and grace actively. 

    So the dispensation began with the Lord appearing to Simon. He is ready to appear now, if you understand me, to all Simons, and is there one of us here who has not been a Simon? I should not like to say I have not been one. I should indeed question the christianity of anyone who denied that he had. The acceptance of it opens the door to grace: hence the Lord says to this assembly, I ... have sat down with my Father in his throne, Revelation 3: 21. That is grace, pure unalloyed grace; He is not simply sitting alone on the throne; He is with His Father on it; it is the Fathers throne. So that holds good for every Simon, there is no hope for a Judas; Judas went out, we are told, and it was night. He never changed his mind, he became remorseful, he became apostate, but he never changed his mind, he never repented. Peter did, Peter changed his mind completely at the moment the Lord looked at him; he went out and wept bitterly. The Lord is doing this all the time, during this Protestant period that begins with Sardis. The Lord is looking round now; He turned and looked on Peter, and it says, Peter went out, and wept bitterly, Luke 22: 62. That is the moral basis of the status of the assembly according to Luke 24, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon, Luke 24: 34. The Lord is risen indeed. That certainly is a statement that is as true tonight as it was then, and the second part of the statement is equally true, the Lord appearing to Simon; that is to say, the Lord looks down at this moment for repentant Simons, and in view of all this, so as to maintain the character of the dispensation, He says, I counsel thee. If one is truly repentant of denying the Lord by taking on some other name than His religiously, how it should affect you, that instead of rebuking He gives counsel. He does rebuke, of course  as He says here, As many as I love, I rebuke. Rebuking is not strong enough for Jezebel. The Lord says, I cast her into a bed, for she repented not; there is no repentance in her any more than there was in Judas. Rebuking is not strong enough there. The Son of God appears to Thyatira with eyes as a flame of fire. He has dealt with her, but here He says, I rebuke and discipline as many as I love, Revelation 3:19. His words here really are intended to maintain the character of the dispensation in relation to professing christians. He says it has not changed, and yet appearing, as it were, at the present time, He says to the Simons, I counsel thee to buy of me. That is to come home to our hearts. People are ready to buy, you know, and to pay prices for things; even religious advantages are subjects of purchase. But the Lord says, You are buying, buy of Me, and I counsel you to do it. The word really is I fully counsel you, I counsel you in the fullest way to do it. Buy of me. You say, Buy! Well, the apostle Paul says, You suffer people that get your money, you do not object to that. At Corinth, they did not. As a matter of fact, people like to be taxed religiously. It salves the conscience; you are doing something. So the Lord says, Come and buy of Me, I counsel you to do it. I am not undertaking to tell you what price you should pay, what money you are to give. Those of us who are spiritual understand that we must have transactions with Christ. No one is of any account at all who has not had a transaction with Christ and in the sense of obligation; He says, I counsel you, I counsel you fully to come and buy. It is a buying time. I am ready to sell, and I tell you what you need, gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich. He says, Thou knowest not that thou art wretched and miserable. The Lord would have you enriched, why not just try this, why not trust Christ and take this counsel? I would say this to the elder brethren, indeed to all of us. What an experience to have with the Lord! The Lord who proposes this to us says, Let us have a transaction; it is indeed all you need, a transaction with Christ. If there is to be any recompense, let us try it out, let us buy now. He says, I want you to be rich, that is what He has in mind. And then white raiment, He says, that thou mayest be clothed. You know things are exposed. Veneer is common amongst christians, to cover up their defects. But it is a time of exposure in spite of all the conditions that exist. The Lord says, It is all out, let no one assume to hide things, things are all exposed. What is spoken in the ear in the closets, He says, is proclaimed upon the housetops. The Spirit of God being here as He is, and the ministry being here in this distinctive way, there is light. The Spirit of God is still like the woman with the lighted candle, searching. There is light and the Lord is allowing exposure to take place; now He says, Come to me and buy. You have paid a good deal for what has happened; it has cost you a lot. What anxious nights, what sorrows! Come to Me and buy white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear. God loves us to wear beautiful clothes, and as He brings a sense of exposure He gives you counsel. 

    And then, eye-salve, that thou mayest see. It is very humbling to me, and I doubt not to many here, to see that, when difficulties arise amongst us, very few see the real issue, and how ready we are to bring up side issues, to becloud the real ones. The Lord always gives an issue in difficulties in something that stands out for the eye that can see, and He supplies eye-salve, that thou mayest see. So you can see, dear brethren, what a moment it is in christendom, and this applies to all christians; how the Lord is maintaining in this wonderful way the character of the dispensation, as He says, I ... am set down with my Father in his throne, and He would have us to be affected and to be softened, so that we should not be wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked, but set up in the wealth that He has to dispose of. 

    Well now, I go on to the psalm, so that you may see, in the Lords own case on earth as a Man, how His humanity is involved. No scripture perhaps gives us such a view of His humanity as this, how real His humanity was, even to the extent of receiving counsel, as He says here, I will bless Jehovah, who giveth me counsel; whilst I refer to Jesus our Lord in this wonderful psalm, my object is to show how the brethren, how christians, may be counselled. It is not a question of grace here; it is a question of the Fathers affection for Jesus. What a time the Father had from the time of the incarnation, from the incoming of Christ here! It was one continual history of pleasure for the Fathers eye. In a way nothing affects one more than the satisfaction the Father had in the incarnation, what was involved even from the Lords birth; He was cast upon Jehovah from His birth. He had satisfaction, too, in what the saints were to Him, and how the Lord Himself, too, had enjoyment in every bit of the path, a path of suffering, of course, beyond our apprehension, but still a path of satisfaction. There never was a moment in that history save when He was on the cross (if I may make that exception) that the Lord Jesus as Man was not satisfied. It was a life of holy satisfaction, not only in what He found in His Father, but what He found among the saints, as the psalmist shows, and how He speaks of the lines that are fallen to me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage (verse 6). How contrary, how different from the complainings that we so much hear of! And yet the epistle to the Romans would bring us to this very thing, so that the most adverse things are working in our favour. But here, how beautiful from the lips of Jesus, The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage. He did not make a selection; it was all a line, it is all sovereign, marked out for Him, alluding to the inheritance given in Joshua; and then how He blesses Jehovah, who gave Him counsel! 

    Well, dear brethren, I am only speaking thus to draw the saints into this psalm. The Lord would draw us into it. If there is anything that would affect me, if I were here when the Lord Jesus was here, it would be to be drawn into the current of His mind at any time and not missing anything. There was a current there, and this psalm is wonderful in that way. The Lord would draw us into the current of real humanity, humanity according to God, that would make history in heaven every day, and cause delight in Him every moment of the day. And then counsel, as He says, I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel. This is available to us in whatever it may be that we are puzzled, or baffled, or depressed, this door is open, open to the christian; the Lord has opened it to us. And He goes on to say, Thou will chew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore (verse 11). He leads on in this wonderful way, opening up the way for us, into the divine presence, where we may receive counsel. It is the thought of God: If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that is what it says, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not. 

    Then another thing comes out here in this same connection  and that is the reins. It says, My reins also instruct me in the night seasons. The reins refer to the inner workings in a believer, as it were to the inner automatic organs, and the epistle to the Romans by a process of spiritual analysis enables me to be introspective in a sense that I understand what is taking place there. The Spirit of God having come in in the christian takes possession and He comes in in the night seasons. Many of us elder brethren lie awake for hours and perhaps the young ones do so, too; we have wakeful nights and the Lord would bring us into this. What a time you can have in the night season, when by such an experience you can emerge happier, brighter, fresher than you were when you went to bed. It is a wonderful organism, it is a wonderful inward condition that the Spirit lays hold of and acts upon, even if my mind is not in it. My reins instruct me, says the Lord. 

    What times He had! We are told by Luke that the Lord Jesus was teaching in the day and went to the mount of Olives by night. What nights He must have had! I am speaking so as to draw you, dear brethren, into the current of Christ; He would draw you from all business matters and from all seen matters, so that you might give yourself over to the Spirit of God. He is entitled to you, is He not? Where our inner feelings and affections are purified the Spirit would identify Himself with us, and thus we can say, My reins instruct me in the night seasons. Many difficulties are solved. The action of the Spirit in the christian effects this, so that insurmountable difficulties disappear. It is a question of real christianity, beloved brethren, that is what is available to us, making us independent of what is external. 

    That leads me to Nehemiah, a man well worthy of note in our time, he is a remnant man, a man who had a public position and who, while fulfilling, like Daniel, his responsibilities in it, had a constant eye for divine interests. Let no one say, There are other matters. I have heard of a man who is in a profession and when a care meeting was arranged in which the divine interests were to be discussed or considered, a meeting which heaven was intent on, he said, I have sold my time for weeks to come. Where is he alongside the disciples of Christ, alongside of Nehemiah and Daniel? See the amount of business Daniel had to do, the amount of business Nehemiah had to do; he was governor. He has got an eye constantly for the people of God, they are his chief interest. We read of usurers here, men who love money, and who have no conscience about wresting interest and the like from others. We are all exposed to this. Those who are in business  one speaks feelingly  are all exposed to this temptation and it is well to challenge ourselves. The very Jews were money-lenders, and they were reducing the people of God to poverty, and slavery. That is the effect of it; there was the total absence of a liberal and noble heart. The apostle says, Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? 1 Corinthians 6: 7. 

    Well, Nehemiah says, when he heard the cry of the people,I was very angry. You might say, You should not be angry, but it says be ye angry and sin not. He did not sin in his anger, he had a right to be angry, he was a governor; and this conduct is enough to make people angry, this flagrant way in which money becomes an object and others are wronged. I was very angry, he says, when I heard their cry and these words. He was like Jesus, the cry of distress reached the ear of Jesus. He never failed to turn an ear, nor does God fail to turn an ear to the cry of distress  whatever be the occasion of it  not only spiritual distress, but financial distress. It is a very real thing, you know, financial distress, the cry will reach Gods ear. He would say, Come to Me, instead of compromising. His name is involved in all this. Nehemiah says, I was very angry when I heard their cry. And what did he do? Did he send for the brothers he was specially linked up with? I am not saying there are not such spiritual men, but I do say this that we must avoid a fellowship within a fellowship. It is destructive of the real fellowship, making such-and-such an one a friend of mine, and not another. Heaven does not like it. Heaven will make room for all the brethren, they are all our friends. John says, Greet the friends by name, 3 John 14. 1 would deprecate the taking counsel with certain ones and not with others. I mean having personal preferences and taking on certain brothers and sisters, to my liking, of my way of thinking; however pleasing it may seem to be, it is destructive of fellowship. I believe verily that the Lord is specially speaking and stressing 1 Corinthians: He says the very least, the one least esteemed in the assembly, is to be used to judge. In a business matter even the least person in the assembly is to be used. I say that because Nehemiah happily consulted with himself. You can understand it in view of what I have said about Psalm 16. It spoke of Jesus, of course, as I know, but Psalm 32 extends it to the ordinary christian. I will counsel thee, says Jehovah, with mine eye upon thee, Psalm 32: 8. Undoubtedly Nehemiah understood something of Psalm 16. He understood instruction in the night seasons. He understood how to weigh things over by himself, and to be assured of the mind of God by himself. And that is what you need here. He says, I consulted with myself. You see what a christian is. Of course in Old Testament times brethren did not have deliverance, they did not have the epistle to the Romans, but still they understood something, and they had Psalm 16. So that one arrives at the mind of God in himself. I should endeavour to do that before I consult anyone. Why should I not? He has promised me counsel, and I have His Spirit in me inwardly springing up into everlasting life, as we are told. My reins are affected by the Spirit of God, who gives instruction in the night seasons. So that I would recommend, dear brethren, in regard to this matter, trying to arrive at the mind of God by yourself, first. 

    Then I go on to the book of the wise man  that is the book of Proverbs, and that is the finish. The book of Proverbs, as many of you will know, may be fitted in with chapter 1 of Colossians: Giving thanks to the Father, we are told, who has ... translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love (Colossians 1: 12, 13), that is what God has done for us. If He has done that for us He will give us counsel, as I was saying, for in that kingdom the Son of the Fathers love instructs us in the book of Proverbs. The book of Proverbs may be introduced into that verse, where the writer is the Son of the Fathers love. He says, I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother, Proverbs 4: 3. It was not simply that he was born to David; he says, I was a son unto my father, just as Jesus in an infinitely greater way was a Son unto His Father, delighting Him always, as He says, I do always those things that please him, John 8: 29. And so in this book of Proverbs, young men and young women are particularly in mind, the address is largely for them, and it should be read in that way, so as to guide our feet into the way of life, and into the way of peace. The path of life is upwards, we are told in this book, for the wise, that he may depart from Sheol beneath, Proverbs 15: 24. And so Solomon says in this verse I have read  and there are several others like it, I may say  Where no counsel is, the people fall. You see this is another thing, there is no counsel, people are not able to get it themselves and there is not one to give it to them, hence there is disaster, people fall. Then the other part of the statement is, In the multitude of counsellors there is safety. And that is, dear brethren, if you will pardon me for being so practical, what I understand to be what we call the care meeting. It has no official status, it has no executive status; the assembly has. A care meeting is deliberative, it is tentative, procuring information, evidences. Of course the word care involves looking after the saints, too. You have an eye on the saints. There is much that can be done on the principle of confidence, but the general position is that it is a tentative matter in view of the executive power of the assembly. The Lord will not allow the assembly to be belittled. It is one thing that engages Him here on earth all the time, and He is very jealous about it. However feeble it may be, the Lord is very jealous about it, and He loves every movement rightly undertaken in relation to the assembly. And so in the multitude of counsellors (there were many) there is safety, and I believe the epistle to the Corinthians has this in mind. We have much about eldership in other epistles, but where you have partisan conditions, dear brethren, never talk about elders, because the partisan condition is sure to include them. There were partisan conditions in Corinth  self-named parties, one saying, I am of Paul, another, I of Apollos. Our very hope under these conditions is the multitude, if you understand me, of counsellors. And so the apostle says, Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many (2 Corinthians 2: 6); it is the many. Of course, it was an assembly position here, but the many, he says; they are all brought into it, let none be eliminated. He speaks reproachfully to them, addressing them as babes, but he says, babes in Christ, 1 Corinthians 3: 1. Let us not forget that a babe is in Christ. The Lord will not omit any of those, let us include them, let us make room for them so that He may get something out of the mouths of babes and sucklings. You may get a little child leading sometimes. I quite recognise, dear brethren, that eldership is eldership, and if there be an elder in the care meeting, he is an elder, and it will show itself  he is not a partisan. He is what he is, it will show itself. And the babe is what he is and that, too, will show itself, and he will find his place. If the Lord is there, everyone will find his level and know his measure. But let us remember this proverb, in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. He does not say a final solution of everything, but safety, it is a safe matter. It is safer than other matters, other methods; that is the point. May the Lord bless His word. 

  
    Proverbs 15
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    BETTER THINGS (JT 35)

    Proverbs 21: 9, 19; Proverbs 15: 16; Zechariah 4: 1 - 14

    It occurred to me as before the Lord, that these Scriptures would furnish suggestions suited to the present occasion. The book of Proverbs is intended to furnish instruction for us in our relations with one another, and our relations in the testimony of God  indeed I may say, in regard to our place in the assembly. The book corresponds with Colossians 1 in which it is said that we are to give thanks to the Father who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. These words convey much, and should touch our hearts both as to the delivering power of the Father from the authority of darkness, and as to the affections proper to the kingdom of His dear Son. Many of us, more perhaps than we are aware of, are under the authority of religious principles and doctrines because of their antiquity and their settings. There are denominational systems which also have authority over our souls. Millions are held under that authority. Their consciences are untroubled, because of the darkness which holds authority over their souls, and they remain where they are under the domination of that darkness, thus depriving the Lord, if they are christians, of His rights in them, and depriving the saints of their fellowship. The words in Colossians are very pungent with precious suggestions. Giving thanks to the Father, ... who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. 

    The book of Proverbs amplifies these words. He who speaks says he was a son unto his father (chapter 4: 3). These chapters one after another unfold the thoughts of Solomon, the son of David. It is the Son, and the Son clothes all His thoughts with affection. He is not arbitrary, but of course the One who is Son is Lord also. He has sometimes to resort to strong measures, to use the rod to enforce His rights, but it is always in love. It is the Son who is Lord, but what is behind all is His love. We are in the kingdom, not here of the Lord, but of the Son of His Fathers love  a thought that should flood our souls, delivering us in our affections; as indeed the Lord Himself says, If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free. The affections of the Son are behind all these words in Proverbs. His thoughts are broken up for us into great detail, for, after all, our lives are made up of detail, and Proverbs takes account of that, and furnishes instruction that fits into the detail of our experiences. These verses I read contemplate the comparative degree. You will find much of that in this book  the word better comes in frequently. 

    In the first verse I read you have a suggestion that It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a contentious woman, and a house in common. Wide house is given in the margin as house of society, it is a house in which you are forced into the society of one who is repugnant. You can see the application of this to certain religious settings, where certain doctrines and practices are adopted, and as in them we are forced to maintain social relations with persons who are objectionable to us because of our conscience and the work of God in us. The work of God in a man is certain to make him different from those in whom it is not; so that, if I am in the same house  to use the illustration  in the same religious association with persons who are not converted, or if converted, who are worldly, and I am different from them, I am yet forced to maintain relationship with them. Not that I hate them, but their unregenerate state renders them objectionable to those who are affected by the work of God. The contentious woman signifies that there is no peace between those in whom God has worked, whose consciences are active, who love the Lord Jesus, and who seek to keep His commandments and those in whom there is no work of God. It may be, the latter are ignorant of the commandments or they are unaffected by them, but at any rate, peaceful conditions do not exist. 

    What is contemplated is a state of things where the work of God is rendered inactive by worldliness, and by rivalry and all that goes with it, and wisdom would make a way out for us. Not necessarily by the enforcement of direct Scripture, but by a wise word that points out a certain position as better than the one in which you are now found. Why not take it? The corner of the house-top is not very desirable, nor does it afford much comfort on a cold winters night, nor is there much room for society, but you see wisdom presents the idea in the extreme. Not that you will be forced to come to that, but it is better to face it than to be in such trying company, day in and day out. A contentious woman portrays the system. A woman, referred to in this way, invariably signifies a system of things without any guiding principle, without headship. It is a system that is rampant, it does what it pleases; headship, as I said, is not there. The simple way, according to the wise man in Proverbs, who for us is no less than the Son of God, is to take the better course. That course will not violate any divine principle. The Son would not tell us to do anything that we should not do. He is simply putting the thing to you in the comparative degree, that the worst he portrays is better than the position in which you are now found. Hence the wise believer will act on this and move out, even if it be into loneliness  the corner of a house-top. It is better to be in this place, than where your soul and your conscience will have no rest, where you are constantly troubled. Much might be said as to what you will come into. I am not speaking of that for the moment. It is the idea of the better course, and the relief that comes in when you take it. 

    In verse 19 the thought is pursued, but instead of a house-top, you have a desert land. It is not a very inviting place. I recognise that, and one would be sympathetic. But still, it is better to dwell there than in a system where your soul has no peace; where there is nothing that is in keeping with the divinely formed instincts that you possess. It is better to dwell in a desert land. You might say you could not do that. Solomon is putting the idea in the extreme. He is showing you that, even at its worst, it is better to dwell there, than that you should be where there is no peace, and where God is necessarily shut out, His will being disregarded. 

    We know how Israel came into the wilderness. It was intended to be a wilderness. The wilderness of Sinai was not an accident, it had been formed by God centuries before He used it for the discipline of His people. That is true as to everything. The Red Sea also was there, centuries before God used it as a type of the death and resurrection of Christ. Other circumstances also, under the government of God, are ready for Him to use when the time comes. The wilderness of Sinai was a divine preparation, as was the land of Canaan. The land of Canaan was the main objective, but the wilderness was also a preparation of God. Israel went into it. It was better to go into it than to remain in Egypt where they had no peace. The Spirit of God depicts Egypt as to what it was. We have to go by what the Spirit of God says. I accept no estimate based on things said by the rebellious. To a man who is rebellious, to tell a lie is a small matter. When Israel talked about the flesh-pots of Egypt and all the fine dishes they ate, they were simply telling lies. The Spirit of God depicts for us the true state of things in Egypt. God knew their bondage and heard their bitter groanings. He came down to deliver them. They did not have to dwell alone in the wilderness; nor will any christian who steps out of the house of the brawling woman, where God has not His place and where conscience is never at ease; such will find that God has a place for him, and He will be with you Himself as He was with Israel. He journeyed all the way with them. He was with them in the desert, and shared all their afflictions. In all their affliction he was afflicted. He was with them. Is it not worth while taking the step to have such company? It will not be loneliness, you will have companionship, and that of none less than God Himself; besides, you will have others like yourself, who have moved on the same lines and reached the position you have reached  those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Timothy 2: 22). 

    Turning now to chapter 15 we have the fear of the Lord, which having, one might have to come into smaller things which we naturally do not like. Better is little with the fear of Jehovah than great store and disquietude therewith. That is, you have big buildings and much else that the eye can see, but there is trouble spiritually. There is no peace. One might say, See what I have to leave. There is much going on in these organisations, even dances in the church houses! The world is there. There is much, I quite admit, for the flesh, but then what is there for your soul? Your soul has divine requirements. What about the fear of the Lord? Is it not better to have a little where the fear of the Lord is? How restful the soul becomes as you are brought into a realm where the fear of the Lord is. 

    Flee also youthful lusts, but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, and with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart, 2 Timothy 2: 22. The atmosphere is delightful to the soul that is born of God, where people fear the Lord, and call upon Him out of pure hearts. How rare pure hearts are in this world! There is no if in that verse in Timothy. Such hearts exist, it is for you to find them; there are those following after righteousness, faith, charity, and peace, and calling on the Lord out of pure hearts. The fear of the Lord is there. You come into this and all that it means. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. You find that where people are calling on Him out of a pure heart. It is most restful to sit down with them in a prayer meeting. How their hearts are burdened with the cares of the assembly of God, and yet what joyful songs are rising to God!  for He is there. Heaven hears the earth through them. It is no myth. Most of us here know what I am speaking of. There is no question of being alone where the fear of the Lord is. 

    He goes on to say (verse 17), Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. A stalled ox is a big thought and denotes plenty, but then what is it without love? Suppose a man had everything without love. What is it? Nothing! And now abideth faith, hope, love; ... and the greater of these is love. I am speaking of the comparative degree. It is not the greatest. There is faith and hope on the same level, but love is the greater of these. There are just two degrees there, the one is great, but love is the greater. Love abides. Love is the life of heaven. God is love. Now can we afford to go in for the stalled ox, prepared in plenty, and not an atom of love therewith? We cannot, if we love God and love the brethren. We would say, I would rather have a dinner of herbs with love. If I am natural or fleshly I should prefer the stalled ox; but the dinner of herbs is much more to be desired, with love. You will be fairer and fatter, like Daniel and his companions, than all the wise men of Babylon if you feed on what God provides, refusing the worlds fare. The point is love. I am being outwardly reduced all the time. There is nothing better for a christian than that he should be made smaller in this sense. The wise man is showing me how I should become reduced. I have the best thing in the universe. I can never afford to do without it. I want to show you, how all these things work out in the position in which we find ourselves today. Many of us here, and thousands more, are, in measure, in the reality of them. We find ourselves greatly reduced. We are in a position that is despised in this world. It is under reproach. But as I have been pointing out, we have peace for our souls, we are free to serve and worship God according to His appointments. Thus while there is reduction outwardly there is this inward enlargement. We are where love is. If a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned, Song of Songs 8: 7. If I have the tongue of angels, and have not love, I am nothing. Though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Love never fails; it is of God. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His commandments, 1 John 5: 2. Love resists and overcomes all the vicissitudes of time. This great thing is available and enjoyed in outward littleness and reproach. Most of us here know something about it, and are concerned that you might join us, not in a mere religious community, but in what is here for God, it is a question of pursuing the wise mans instruction. He puts you on the way. There is much in this way that these verses do not indicate. But the way of life is upward to the wise, and he departs from hell beneath. It is life to love the Lord Jesus as knowing His love and to love one another. It is better to have a dinner of herbs with love, than the stalled ox with hatred. 

    This brings us to the littleness of which this Scripture in Zechariah speaks. It is a day of small things, dear brethren, but a day of great resources, as this chapter shows  a day of great potentialities, and a day culminating in glory. Those who are in this state of things, this day of small things, are coming out victorious at the end! They are laying up for the future. It is remarkable how much Luke speaks of money, especially after chapter 15. There he brings in the prodigal and the house, where he presents in the most beautiful way the gospel and its full results: there is music and dancing in the house. It is an appeal specially to young people. There is one man present who is out of sympathy with it all. He has not an atom of sympathy in his heart, not a thought in common with that whole scene  a matter of disgust to him  a terrible state of soul. He will not go in. The next chapter tells you about a steward who has got notice to leave his great position. He had been employed by a very wealthy man, and the steward being a wise man provides for the future. The word future on the stock exchanges of the world is a hackneyed term. It means that I buy commodities for delivery in the future, with the hope that they will be much more valuable then than they are today. But this steward looks ahead, so as to have an abode in the future. He is using the present for advantage later. We are in the day of small things, but what we have will be outwardly enormously enhanced in value. That is the position today  what enters into this meeting would hardly be looked upon by the religious leaders of this world as of any importance, but it is going to increase in value until it is of great magnitude. Those who do not have it now, will not have it then, and they never will have it. The Lord will say, Depart from Me, ye workers of iniquity, I never knew you. 

    This chapter in Zechariah contemplates a day of small things. He and Haggai correspond pretty much to the two sons of oil. These two men were prophets; they told out the mind of God, and while they prophesied they built. They joined with Zerubbabel and the others who built the house. The man who has the mind of God today will work. The more I have the mind of God the more active I shall be. I shall use every ounce of strength so that the work of God may prosper. I am doing a great work, Nehemiah said. As the apostle Paul is about to pass away to be with the Lord he says to Timothy, make full proof of thy ministry. There is so much to do, and it must not be neglected. The Lord has need of young men and young women in His service. If any saint be bedridden he can pray. There is nothing more necessary or more serviceable than prayer, that the work of God might be promoted. Sleepless hours of the night can be well spent thus. As I said, Zechariah and Haggai prophesied, and at the same time they were helping the builders. I have not a doubt that Zechariah would carry a stone up a ladder to a mason to put on the wall if needs be. The apostle Paul gathered sticks and put them on the fire  he would do anything that was necessary. The Lord said, I am among you as He that serves. Such is the Lord Jesus in His humility. 

    Well, Zechariah is waked out of his sleep and he sees certain things; and he wants to know what they are. There is not enough questioning. We may not get our answers at the time, but the Lord will give us understanding in all things. Zechariah wants to know what the things were. So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? See what respect the prophet had for the angel. He is a man who deserves special respect himself; but you will always find that a true learner in divine things is respectful. Indeed it is a matter of great importance that we have respect for one another. If we do not respect each other we shall not love each other, nor shall we have confidence in each other. We must have respect for our leaders, and for one another. The prophet says my lord to the angel. We are apt to be radical. It is most objectionable to the Lord. Michael is called an archangel, and no doubt there are others. Ordinary angels would have respect for these. The angel here is the messenger of God, and the prophet respects him. So it is that ability, experience, or anything in a brother or sister that is of God, that is of moral weight or worth, is to be respected. We are maintained in humility of mind in this way. The person does not look for it, but God looks for it. Zechariah gets his answer (verses 6, 7). The latter half of the chapter confirms this. This servant of God is marked in the most beautiful way by this feature. You can understand how restful Zechariah would be after his interview with the angel. Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans may have their days, but everything, as spoken and as promised, is going through triumphantly in the Spirits power  not a future power but present power  the power that works in us. It is that the saint might see what resource he has  these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof (verse 11). 

    The word comes to Zechariah that Zerubbabel is to lay the foundation stone. What religious activity there has been for eighteen hundred years in Europe and its outgoings! What structures have been built up! The book of Revelation shows that God deals with it all in judgment, but what is built according to the mind of God is going through. The foundation and top stone will exactly correspond. The top stone will be laid on by the same hands that laid the foundation. And he shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings; Grace, grace unto it. How important that we should maintain that principle in our preachings, ministry, and intercourse one with another. A movement like this here in this town will be despised. Who despises it? God does not. Those who understand do not. The question in verse 10 is, who hath despised the day of small things? We are to be encouraged, and to have our eyes open, and see the support for it, that we may not resort to fleshly means, nor the leaven of the clamorous woman. We are to maintain the principles of this chapter. What was started in the foundation will be carried through. How great it is to have part in it! 

    In verse 14 we have two sons of oil. The word sons is significant there. The suggestion as to the matter considered in these figures is of adequate testimony and maturity. It is not a partial thing. It is seen fully in the Son of God. The Lord Jesus answers to every thought in Gods purpose as to man. In Him everything is carried out and done perfectly. 

    What underlies the title The Son is the deity of the Lord Jesus. No one else could have this title. In Hebrews He inherits a more excellent name than angels, For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? Hebrews 1: 5. Throughout that chapter it is the Son, it is a divine Person in that relationship which involves subjection. There are those who would seek to force back that relationship into absolute deity, thus making the Lord inferior to the other divine Persons in absolute deity. It is not the truth. The Lord Jesus is equal in deity. He never had a place of inferiority, relative or otherwise, in absolute deity. He was in the form of God. Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondmans form, Philippians 2: 5 - 7. That is the scriptural truth as to the Person of the Son. Sonship is unique in Him, but Galatians shows how the saints are brought into it. As seen in Zechariah it suggests the idea of maturity, and that the testimony is rendered in spiritual power. It is alluded to in Revelation in the two witnesses, matured men representative of an adequate testimony for God among the Jews by and by. Meantime it is to be found among the saints today  the testimony carried on in full maturity, not by human wisdom, nor by human resources, but by the power of God (1 Corinthians 2: 5). 

    May the Lord encourage us on these lines, and grant that the brethren may pursue them. There will thus be blessing and enlargement. 
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    WILL YOUR LAMP BE PUT OUT? (JT 38)

    Proverbs 20: 27; Proverbs 24: 20; Proverbs 31: 18; Luke 8: 16

    Each of these passages speaks of a lamp. The first passage speaks of mans spirit being the lamp of Jehovah. We each have a spirit, and we received it from God. We do not receive our spirits from our parents; we receive our spirits from God. God Himself is called the Father of spirits, and in truth He is Himself a Spirit. As having breathed into Adams nostrils Adam received a spirit; by this means God had an avenue to approach Adam and speak to him as it says in this scripture: Mans spirit is the lamp of Jehovah. By it God searches mans inner parts. Animals do not possess that element; God did not breathe into the animals, and He does not speak to animals in the sense that He speaks to men. When God walked in the garden, it is not said that the animals heard His voice. Adam and Eve heard it and were afraid. Why were they afraid? Because they had disobeyed Gods word, but God had a means of speaking to them, and God can in that way speak to every person who is found here, regarding Christ. God does not address Himself to the beasts of the field; He addresses Himself to men. Men possess within them that which corresponds to God. Each of them has a spirit, and that spirit is the lamp of Jehovah. He would make use of that lamp today to enlighten each one of us, by speaking to us of the Lord Jesus Christ. The gospel relates to Christ. It is called Gods glad tidings ... concerning his Son ... Jesus Christ our Lord Romans 1:1, Romans 1:3-4. Thus God would manifest Christ and His work to each of our hearts. He desires that the light of the gospel should penetrate into our most secret parts. When He was down here, the Lord Jesus said: Repent and believe in the glad tidings. Now the light is that it is possible for man to repent. When man sinned, God might have allowed him to continue in his course and that would have been eternal alienation from God; but God has opened the door of repentance. Thus the Lord Jesus addresses men, and says: Repent; the time is fulfilled; believe in the glad tidings. 

    We see in many instances which the gospels give us, that God addressed men by means of their spirit, and how they were enlightened and believed! At the very moment of the crucifixion of our Lord, the dying robber was enlightened in his spirit as to the One who was nailed to the cross, and he could say: Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom Luke 23:42. 

    I wonder if there is any one here who has addressed the Lord Jesus in those terms. He is waiting for you to speak to Him. According as the light enters into your soul, He desires to hear you speak to Him. And the Lord answered the robber: Today shalt thou be with me in paradise Luke 23:43. If there is someone here who is convicted of his lost state and who addresses himself to the Lord, he will be answered immediately. On another occasion, a woman of the city went to find the Lord in a Pharisees house. She went in there because Jesus was there. She stood behind at His feet, weeping and washing His feet with her tears. What did those tears mean? That the love of God had penetrated into her inward parts. She had discovered that she was a sinner, and that a Saviour was in the Pharisees house, the only Saviour, for there is no other name than the name of Jesus, which has been given among men, whereby we must be saved. This woman recognised Him as such, in an attitude of repentance. She washed His feet; she wiped them, and she anointed them. All that she did witnessed to what was in her heart; all was the fruit of the light that was in her spirit, the lamp of Jehovah. And the Lord said to her: Thy faith has saved thee Luke 7:50. He would say the same words to anyone who repents, to anyone who turns to Him this evening: Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace. 

    It might be that someone has come here with a troubled conscience. We who serve the Lord are always glad when we learn that someone is troubled in conscience, for man has not only a spirit but also a conscience. He did not receive a conscience and a spirit at the same time. His spirit was given him when God breathed into his nostrils; but he had a conscience when he ate of the forbidden fruit. He discovered then the difference between good and evil. Every person has a conscience, as well as a spirit. The spirit is the divine element by which God addresses Himself to man. He spoke to him before he sinned; but as soon as man had sinned God spoke to him through his conscience, and the conscience judges sin. In proportion as divine light enters into the inward parts, conscience begins to be in exercise and one becomes troubled. We bless God when conscience troubles you. When you are anxious about your sins you are ready to receive the gospel. The man who went up to the temple to pray had a troubled conscience; he was so concerned as to his sin that he would not lift up his eyes to heaven. The lamp of Jehovah was lighting up his inner being; and he said: O God, have compassion on me, the sinner Luke 18:13. Such is the effect of the light penetrating. It is not only that I am a sinner, but the sinner. He said on me, the sinner. And the Lord says of that man that he went down to his house justified. How could he go away justified? Because Another was going to bear his sins; the Saviour was about to die for him, and on account of His death and resurrection, he was justified, and the gospel announces that God justifies him that believes in Jesus. Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for the showing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God; for the showing forth of his righteousness in the present time, 

    so that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus Romans 3:24 - 26. No one can lay a charge against someone who is justified. It is God who justifies: who is he that condemns? Romans 8:33 - 24 How glorious the gospel is! Is there anyone here who could refuse it? Those who refuse the gospel will be punished with an eternal destruction from the Lord. Most of us are christians, and have proved the truth of these things, the enjoyment of forgiveness, that God regards us as righteous, having poured out His Spirit into our hearts. 

    To show how solemn it is to refuse the gospel, it says that the lamp of the wicked shall be put out. In the book of Job (chapter 18: 5, 6), we read a similar passage: The light of the wicked shall be put out, and the flame of his fire shall not shine. The light shall become dark in his tent, and his lamp over him shall be put out. These scriptures allude to persons who have light. Every person who takes the place of a christian has a certain light; but how terrible this word is! The lamp of the wicked shall be put out. A time will come when every light will have disappeared from your soul. God will send men a working of error, that they should believe what is false. Falsehood is not light; it is darkness. Satan is the father of falsehood, and those who believe in falsehood are in darkness. They will be banished far from the presence of the Lord, in an eternal destruction. 

    In the third passage it says of a certain person that her lamp goeth not out. That is a woman of worth, a virtuous woman, a symbolic person who represents a believer, or a certain number of real believers. God finds no pleasure in persons who are not real, who lean to the right or the left, like reeds whose heads bend to one side or the other. There are thousands of persons in that state, in the church or chapel and elsewhere. If there is anyone here who leans like that, first to one side, then to the other, I give them a warning: God does not find pleasure in the way you are going on. 

    God looks at the heart. You may observe every religious rite; there is no value in them if there is not reality. Is there anyone here this evening who is only outwardly religious, without having ever shed tears like the woman in the seventh chapter of Luke? Are there any who have never gone into their rooms to kneel before God in the confession of their sins? God calls you to renounce all that is not real, to be real before Him. 

    The virtuous woman is the opposite of what you are, if you are not a true christian. She is real. She had judged herself for all her sins. Now, her lamp goeth not out by night. And your lamp will not go out if you humble yourself and believe in the Lord Jesus, from this evening. The salvation that we preach this evening is an eternal salvation. The Lord Jesus said that he that believes on the Son has life eternal. 

    In the fourth passage we read the Lords own words. They refer to a true believer. He is to be a light in the world. How wonderful it is to be able to be a light in this world of darkness. So the Lord says: No one having lighted a lamp covers it with a vessel or puts it under a couch. It may be that someone speaks like this: Now that I have believed in Christ, I can launch out into business and think of my own comfort and pleasures. The Lord Jesus reproves such language. He says: Your whole body is to be full of light. You are not going to put that lamp under a couch. That lamp is to shine, as the stars shine in the heaven. He calls each star by name. Think of the millions of stars: God has given each one of them a name. He needs them all. Those who love righteousness will shine like the stars for ever and ever. How necessary it is then that christians should be in their place to shine in this world of darkness, so that where they have lived in sin, they should now be light-bearers! The apostle said to the Philippians. That ye may be harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in the world ... Philippians 2:15. With your sins, you have darkened this scene; henceforth you are to illuminate it, for God who commanded light to shine out of darkness is He who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 2 Corinthians 4:6. That is what the Lord Jesus means in the passage we read in the eighth of Luke: No one having lighted a lamp covers it with a vessel or puts it under a couch, but sets it on a lamp-stand, that they who enter in may see the light. 

    May God bless His word to us all! 

  
    GODS SPEAKING (JT 43)

    Proverbs 20:27; 1 Chronicles 21:9-13; 1 Chronicles 21:18; 1 Chronicles 21:26,27; Romans 10:6-11

    Some of you may be enquiring in your minds as to the connection between these scriptures, and I would say at the outset that the connection lies in means, either in or near every one, whereby God can speak to him, or affect him spiritually. The first thing is that every one has a spirit, which is the subject of the first scripture read, and the second is that every one has got a conscience. Gad is said here in Chronicles to be Davids seer. He is not said to be Gods seer, but God used him. Although David had sinned he had not dismissed Gad. He still retained him, and so had in him a means whereby God could speak to him. This is true of all of us, perhaps Christians here, who may in their pride have sinned: we do not give up our consciences and therein lies our salvation. Then thirdly, Romans 10 speaks of the word of the righteousness of faith, that that also is near, not by our choice, it may be, but God has seen to it that it is near. The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart. These are the three thoughts, dear friends, that are linked in these scriptures, and every honest person here will say, as he compares, as he considers them, that they afford great possibilities. First I would say to any unconverted person here, or any person in whom God has not as yet begun definitely to work, that God is waiting to work in your soul, but you have prevented His entrance so as to operate, so far. Just as the Spirit of the Lord hovered over the deep, God, by the Spirit, is hovering over your soul; He has been for years, but He has not yet had an entrance. But He is still hovering, and particularly here tonight! The next time He is mentioned in the Bible we are told that He will not always do that. He will cease striving. I do not say that the first chapter of Genesis says that He was striving. He was hovering or brooding over the face of the deep, as if He knew something needed to be done, and would do it, but He was waiting His opportunity. The time came when God added to that, and commanded that light should shine. When God commands, you are having to do seriously with God, or God with you. If there be resistance to His command, it is more serious, and, as I said, when the Spirit is next mentioned, it says, My Spirit shall not always strive (Genesis 6:3). And so, as I said, there may be someone here who has resisted so far, or it may be you have never felt the strivings of the Spirit, the efforts He makes to get an inlet, and the first scripture read is for you particularly. It tells you that you have a spirit, and that that spirit is something in you that God has put there in order to use it as He has opportunity. He has given it to you. We do not get our spirit from our parents; we get it from God. It is something additional to what the lower creatures have. God gave the spirit, we are told by the wise man in Ecclesiastes. The time comes when the pitcher is broken at the fountain, and the dust returns to the earth as it was (a very humiliating thought!), but the spirit returns to God who gave it. And in giving it, He had in mind that He would have access to you sooner or later, at these gospel meetings especially! But the spirit of the man, the Word says, the spirit of the man is the candle of the Lord. That is something that every person has, and he has it because God intends to have to say to you as differentiating between you and the cow or the sheep or the goat or the camel. He puts that there so that He might have an entry into your soul to search the inner chambers of your soul  perhaps chambers you hardly know are there! Were you to know just what is there, were you to penetrate, yourself, into these chambers with the light that God affords, I believe you would be appalled. Things are far worse than you are aware of. When you think of the figures used of an unconverted man, you can see the force of what I am saying. Their throat spiritually is an open sepulchre, we are told (Romans 3:13). What must be below it! And the Lord Himself gives us a remarkable list of things that proceed out of the heart of man. I do not go over them. Mark 7 gives them, a terrible list of them. He says they proceed out of mans heart. If these things proceed out of the heart, what must there be there? What kind of principles? What state and condition must be there? And so, this light that God has set in us, this candle or lamp that He intends to use, is that you might, not that God might, find out what is in your heart; He does not need a candle; although He may use terms so that we may understand. He does not need anything of that kind. The candle is for you, for you to go and look at this chamber, and at that chamber  the hidden chambers of the soul, and see what is in there. You will find it far worse even than anything you had thought of. Now God is calling upon all here tonight, who have not had any such accompanying service of God hitherto, or who have resisted, it may be, to let God into your soul with His light this evening. He will be there in a friendly way, for friendliness is the character of the moment. God is dealing on the principle of reconciliation, that is to say. He is not imputing trespasses. He is not occupied with those. He would convey to you that all His overtures and services are in your favour. He is friendly towards you. It is a time of great divine friendliness. Jesus Himself as the representative of God  He was God Himself indeed  was called the Friend of publicans and sinners, and He is that now. He can serve you even better now than He could have done when He was here on earth, and all His overtures are friendly, as divine overtures are. That is, God would not bring up anything at all to prejudice your mind unnecessarily. He will be true and faithful, and as He proceeds round the domain of your inner being with His candle, with the light of His word in it. He will not depress you; He will give you to understand He is in your favour, and if He exposes these things, it is to shew you that you may be clear of them, and that He has dealt with them judicially in Another; that He has dealt with them effectively in the cross of His beloved Son, in Him who alone could be a Substitute, who could represent us vicariously in death. That is what God would impress upon you. 

    Now the point in this verse is for any here who have not come to terms with God, who have not had any transaction with God knowingly, who have as yet just remained in their natural state, having no hope, and without God (Ephesians 2:12). The overture in this verse is for you, that the spirit of the man is the candle of the Lord searching into the inner chambers of the soul. Now will you not let God in? I am presenting the facts to you, presenting the truth in as friendly a way as I know how, in order to rightly represent the evangelical spirit, and God would impress you with this, that you are really regarded by Him as in reconciliation, that is, in a provisional kind of way  especially in gospel meetings  not for judgment. It is a place of friendliness, of grace, where the whole atmosphere is in your favour, and where God would say to you, Now is the well-accepted time (2 Corinthians 6:2), and There is ... a time to every purpose (Ecclesiastes 3:1), and if ever there is a time for man to come to close quarters with God, it is in a gospel meeting, when you are surrounded with such friendliness, and such solicitude for your welfare. 

    And so I would ask you to think of this, not after you leave the hall, but now! It is the best opportunity that you can get. God is ready to do this operation, to take the light of His word through the thing that is put in you; through the spirit that you have and that is presently going to have to say to Him, to return to God who gave it. He would operate in this way, and just shew you things as they are with Him so that you might take sides with Him, for as sure as you see them with His light, you will begin to see the situation is very bad indeed, and bodes much worse things than you already know; because the time will come, as I said, when the pitcher will be broken at the fountain and man goes to his age-long home, as the writer of Ecclesiastes says, and the dust returns to the earth as it was! What a humiliating thing that is! Who can turn aside from it? Who can dare to ignore the terrible thought, the most humiliating thought, the dust, that is what you are physically, returning to the earth as it was, and the spirit returning to God who gave it! What will become of that spirit when it goes back to God? That spirit will be reunited with the body, even of an unconverted man. There will be one thousand years, as most of you know, between the first resurrection and the second. Blessed and holy he who has part in the first resurrection: over these the second death has no power (Revelation 20:6). What do you think the second death is for? It is for persons who have sinned and failed to confess their sins and to believe the gospel. Their spirits will be reunited with the bodies in which they sinned, and they will stand before God at the great white throne, as it is called. Every man is judged after the books are opened, and they will be consigned  every man whose name was not in the book of life  to the lake of fire, the second death. These are very solemn facts; there are no facts more clearly stated in Scripture than these facts: that the spirit will be reunited with the body, for the unjust have a resurrection, the same as the just: the resurrection both of just and unjust (Acts 24:15). There are one thousand years between these two resurrections; the second will come as sure as the first. It will mean that all that are in the grave will come up; all in the sea will come up; and death and hell will deliver up the dead in them. All will stand before that assize, the solemn great white throne. It is well to be warned, and at a time like this to face the thing, and let God shew you how bad things are; then to shew you the wonderful provision He has made for you in the death and resurrection of Jesus, His beloved Son, that you might not come into judgment, that you might know heaven now with the rest of us here, that you pass from death into life and do not come into judgment. 

    The second scripture refers to persons who are already believers, and there are a great many of them who have sinned and have not repented of their sins. David was a great saint, but he also was a great sinner. This is the last great sin that is attributed to him, this sin recorded in the chapter read. He numbered the people. You may say, It is not any sin to take a census. Well, it was a sin for him to do it. It was the pride of his heart that sought to know how many people he ruled over. All our hearts are susceptible to that kind of thing. How much influence have I? How much power? What renown have I? David had sinned a great sin, and God told him so. But what I want to shew you is, beloved brethren, that David did not dismiss Gad, this great servant. He is a prophet, but he is called a seer. He is not called Gods seer, but Davids seer. For what I have in mind is your conscience, and, as you allow your conscience scope, it will tell the truth, and it will give you good advice too. It is another thing that God has supplied. It was not given to Adam when he was created. His spirit was given to him, but not his conscience. His conscience came later. God supplied him with a conscience when he sinned, as if God were to say, It would be dreadful if man were to be in this condition without something to reprove him. That is what a mans conscience is. Davids seer here is a man he did not dismiss. Had he been altogether away from God, he would have dismissed Gad. He would say, I will not have this man here; he will trouble me. Some do that; they sear their consciences. The word of God comes at times, and the testimony of God comes, and they just put it away from them; they turn a deaf ear; as Felix said to Paul, Go thy way for this time (Acts 24:25). Felix trembled. Why did he tremble? If the apostle Paul had spoken to a horse as he spoke to Felix, the horse would not tremble; he might preach judgment to him, but the horse would not tremble. Felix did. Why did he tremble? Because he had his conscience; he did not have it as David had Gad; if so, he could have dismissed it. He dismissed Paul, but he could not dismiss his conscience. He sent away the messenger of God. That is what many of you have done. One has done it oneself. As the light has come, you dismiss it, but there is the conscience there. God says it is there, and it will come up again, and it will be with you, and I believe it will be with you for all eternity where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, (Mark 9:44). It is a terrible outlook! What I am speaking of is this servant. Gad, this seer that David still retained in his employ. He was Davids seer. You can understand how, when he had committed this great sin, he would say, That is Gads house; I am not going near that. He did not dismiss him. He would be afraid, you can understand, but he did Hot dismiss him. That was his salvation. We are all liable, Christians too: David was a Christian, so to speak; he was a great saint. On two occasions after he became a saint, he became a great sinner. It may be there are those here who have sinned a great while ago, and nothing has been done about it. You have not gone near Gads house. You have not entertained him at all. He is yours; it is your salvation that you have not dismissed him altogether. He is here tonight, so to speak. And now God says to Gad, Go and tell David. And he is here tonight. That is the idea: a trusty person that you retain, and you admit all; in fact, you would not be here tonight if you were not ready to listen to Gad; that is to say, someone who will tell you the truth. It is your salvation that you are here tonight. He is the one who has extended the invitation to you. Heaven has watched you coming. Perhaps someone has brought you. If you have come of your own accord, all the better. Heaven has watched it. It is that you might hear what Gad says. David was already a sinner, and he knew it. Gad is going to tell you about the judgment, and give you the opportunity to make a choice. How anxious God is! There will be no thought of a sinner making any choice at the great white throne. The judgment will be meted out according to Him who sits on that throne. It is a great white throne. But now, as I said before, is the time of grace. It is the reign of grace. Grace reigns and Gad is just serving here to tell David first of all that there is judgment, and that it is for him to take his choice of three things, and David said, as shewing what a true saint he is, Let me fall, I pray thee, into the hand of Jehovah, for his mercies are very great. Suppose you say that tonight  Let me fall into the hand of the Lord; His mercies are very great, what will happen? Will He say to you there are three things to choose from  to be pursued by your enemies? or the pestilence? or famine? No; He will just tell you how all the judgment that stood out against you has been dealt with to His glory in the death of His beloved Son. May you not well say, Let me fall ... into the hand of Jehovah, for his mercies are very great? One would love to know that of some heart who had sinned, it may be years ago, and had allowed matters to drag. If you are utterly without feeling, you would scarcely be here tonight. You would avoid this meeting. But you are not; you have not dismissed your Gad. You entertain the thought of Gad, and you are ready to listen to him, and the more you listen to him, the more you say Let me fall ... into the hands of Jehovah, for his mercies are very great. And now he gets another message to David. David humbles himself, and he puts on sackcloth, an excellent dress, one of the finest garbs there is, a garb made of sackcloth; that is, on certain occasions. When it is a question of sin, it is the proper garb to use. One has often pictured the amount of it used at Nineveh. But I cannot stop to dwell on that, the amount of sackcloth that was there! The point here is not the amount of it, but that David and the elders were clothed in sackcloth. God does not care about light-hearted people, people who confess their sin tonight, and tomorrow are shallow, and give no evidence of deep-rooted feeling. David was not a man of that kind. He was a true saint, and generally the truer a saint is, the more deep his confession would be when confession is needed. The deeper the work primarily, the deeper shall be the feeling of sorrow, of contrition. God loves those feelings; He loves the tears of contrition; He puts them in His bottle. So David shewed the depths of his feelings, and his Gad is again employed. David says in verse 17, It is I that have sinned. Now you see how David takes the thing to heart. Others were suffering. It may be that your sin has caused suffering to others. It does usually. These sins of Christians, and alas there are many, affect others as a rule. It may be your wife, or your family, or your relatives, or, particularly, the brethren. I am sure that anything that has offended against heaven, and Gods rights, occasions sorrow not only to the sinner himself, but to others. The saints readily share the sorrow in view of the recovery of the sinner, for discipline means that the sinner is to be recovered, as in the case of the man at Corinth: that his spirit may be recovered. The saints readily join in with that. David is not asking for this here. Here were seventy thousand men suffering on account of this mans sin! See the suffering! David says, They do not deserve to suffer; I deserve to suffer. They do not. That is a sure evidence of genuine work in a mans soul. We may look for the speedy recovery of a man like that. It says, The angel of Jehovah commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up and rear an altar to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. Now you see Gads message is the dawn of a new day for David, and so it would be to any soul here, who is truly repentant. David reared up an altar there. Now you do not have to do that. The altar was that on which Christ died. He suffered on it outside the gate. He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. That is all a settled matter. David set up an altar, and we are told that he offered burnt-offerings. God told the angel to put the sword into the sheath. There is no permanent judgment at all against the believer. So David now is clear, and he offers further sacrifices; in fact he says, This very spot is the house of Jehovah. This is like a converted sinner who is also a saint, if you can understand me, coming into the light of the death of Christ, the meritorious death of Christ which bears upon us as believers as well as upon our sins before we were believers. He can say, Well, it is all over now. My place is in the house, amongst the brethren. This is the house of the Lord, and the sword is sheathed; that is, the house is set up, free from judgment, where God is to dwell. And your place is there. You will not come into judgment; you have passed from death unto life; you are in the realm of life already. 

    The final word is in Romans 10, and that refers to the fact that the gospel of God has been preached in your ears since you have been born. It is near you, says the apostle in this passage. It is the righteousness which is of faith that is speaking, Say not in thine heart. Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above): or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead). But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach. This has been sounded in your ears since you had an ear to hear, and it is all around you; it is near you. Beloved young people, 

    and it is to you I would speak, you have been born into it, born into the light. It is said of Paul, The light shone round about him. If you would only let it into your heart! The word is nigh thee ... the word of faith, which we preach. You say, It is in my heart; and if it is in my heart, I am saved. No; you are not against the Scriptures; you are not against the gospel  if you were against the gospel, you would not be here tonight. It is in your heart, and yet it has not become effective. That is the point the apostle is making. He conveniently cites from Deuteronomy: It is not in the heavens, that thou shouldest say. Who shall go up for us to the heavens, and bring it to us, that we should hear it and do it? And it is not beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say. Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it to us, that we should hear it and do it? (Deuteronomy 30:12,13). He says, Do not say that. But he refers to it to shew that the ascending means that Christ has gone into heaven, and the descending that Christ went into death. Righteousness of faith says to you, young people, Do not say that; do not question in that way. There is nothing tries one more than to hear young people who have been brought up in the meeting, and have had the Bible read every day in their houses, questioning. Young people are full of this kind of thing, if not outwardly, then it is inwardly. Righteousness of faith is speaking to you. He says, Do not say this; do not say. Who shall ascend to bring Christ down. It is one of the principles of the gospel  He has been there and has come up from the depths. These are the very foundations of the gospel; do not question them. It is your questioning these things that is keeping you out of salvation. Do not question. Do not live in the land of questioning. The righteousness of faith says to you, If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved. How simple that is! Could anything be simpler? You cease questioning. And so the word to questioning young people here tonight is Keep away from this questioning; it will bring you into damnation; keep away from this modernism; the world is full of it  this questioning. But the righteousness of faith is in the land of certainty. It speaks of certainty. It tells you things simply and plainly and with great certainty, and the first thing is, If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved. I could not say it any plainer than that. There is not one in the world could say it any plainer than that verse. It is so simple, so plain, so conclusive that the person who simply takes that attitude and uses his heart and his mouth will be saved! And it goes on to say, For with the heart is believed to righteousness; and with the mouth confession made to salvation. For the scripture says. No one believing on him shall be ashamed. These are wonderful verses. These three verses (Romans 10:9 - 11), and verse 12 adds to them For there is no difference of Jew and Greek; for the same Lord of all is rich towards all that call upon him (Romans 10:12). He is rich; but He is rich unto  all that call upon Him. That is the idea. The riches are unto you who call upon Him, and He knows how to administer them to your soul, as you call upon Him. 

    May God help you! Young people, abandon this questioning. It is right enough to ask the meaning of things, but the righteousness of faith tells you what not to say. Do not question the death and resurrection of Christ, and His ascension into heaven. These are facts, they are the basis of the gospel; without them, there is no gospel; with them, there is eternal salvation to every one that believeth. 
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    SONSHIP AND THE HOUSE OF GOD (JT 82)

    Proverbs 24: 27

    In all I have to say my wish is that through it we may be led into a clearer apprehension of the house of God. This book of Proverbs should be read with that in view, and that those who are to occupy that house are to be known and addressed  for we should be addressed as we are known, as sons. In Hebrews the writer reminds his hearers of this, that this book of Proverbs addresses the saints as sons (Hebrews 12: 5). In remarking thus I would refer to the kingdom, for the writer of the book, although he presents himself as a son, also speaks of himself as king in Jerusalem (Ecclesiastes 1: 1). In other words the son is King. His kingship is therefore subservient to his sonship. The kingdom under his influence subserves the house. So that this book should be read in the light of the family and the house and may be rightly connected with Johns gospel, as the book of Ecclesiastes may be rightly connected with Mark. In the book of Ecclesiastes the writer presents himself as the preacher, and as the preacher he was king. His kingly authority and resources would be subservient to his preaching. So that the preaching is sustained, in that way, with abundant resources. Right of way is guaranteed to all preachers, for the King has supreme control. So that in the shelter and protection of the kingdom He forms an assembly. Indeed, every preacher may be taken to represent one who forms an assembly, that in which divine intelligence and divine order and administration should appear. But, in Proverbs, it is, as I said, the Son, who not only is the Son of David, as born to David, but one peculiarly loved, as he says, I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother, Proverbs 4: 3. We have suggested therefore, the Son of the Fathers love. The Father, we are told, has translated us from the authority of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of His love, and in that kingdom, beloved brethren, we come under the influence of that Son. It is the kingdom of One who is styled the Son of the Fathers love. 

    I would speak to young people here, knowing there are many of them. There may be those who are seeking light, and who are perhaps held under the authority of some darkness; some darkness. The most terrible bondage is to be held under the authority of darkness. It may be some system established by imitation, or on false principles, or influenced by mens minds. Whatever it is it has authority over your soul. It would have no authority over you were it not that you did not believe that the system was right. Its authority lies in the power it has in your conscience, in your life; and the Fathers work throughout the world today is to deliver His people from all such authority, whatever it be, and bring them consciously into the kingdom of the Son of His love. It is an advanced side of the kingdom, I admit. It is the Colossian point of view, the point of view that must be attractive to every lover of Christ. The Son of the Fathers love has a kingdom. He has a kingdom, and all that kingdom, all the power of it, is subservient to His love. In His love He has brought love into the world. According to John it did not exist until He came into the world, We have known love, because he has laid down his life for us, 1 John 3: 16. He says to the Father in that wonderful prayer (John 17: 24), Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. And that love is brought in here. Not only did He possess love in His own Person as divine, but He knew and enjoyed the love of the Father and He brought that in here. Indeed, John presents Him from the very outset as in the Fathers bosom; He was in it. 

    Think of His being here in the lowliest and most ordinary of circumstances, and yet in the Fathers bosom, in the enjoyment of the Fathers love. And as He went about, as John says, the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. Dwelt among us. Who are the us? Fishermen! What love! Drawn to Him! He dwelt among them and John says, We have contemplated his glory. Would that one had the ability to present such a subject. It is one that should detain our hearts as it detained his heart, as he says, We have contemplated his glory. He had come within their range. He was dwelling amongst them. He went into Peters house. He would sit down with them in the most ordinary manner. He would converse with them; He dwelt among us, John says. He had come, as I said, within their range. And so through Gods grace He came and opened their eyes. They contemplated His glory. They saw beneath that lowly exterior a Man in unclouded relation with the Father, continually the Sharer of that love. He was indeed the Son of the Fathers love. 

    Well now, you see, the Father has translated us into that kingdom, the kingdom of such a One as that. And what will He do for you? Well, He would take you up and, as you notice at the beginning of this book, He would address you from the outset according to the dignity of your relationship. You are a son from the beginning, When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son ... come under law ... that we might receive sonship, Galatians 4: 4, 5. The youngest believer here may take that up. It is a question of reception. It is not a question of attainment; it is a gift. As the word says, Thanks be to God for his unspeakable free gift, 2 Corinthians 9: 15. It is unspeakable; yea, meeting all the desire of our hearts. And so I would say to the youngest here, the love is here that we might receive sonship. And then it says, Because ye are sons, not ought to be. It is no question of attainment, because we are sons. Being sons He has sent out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts; so now our strength is equal to our day, and as I said that is within your reach, of the very youngest here, for sonship is conferred and the Holy Spirit is given on account of our being sons. And so the book of Proverbs opens with this word, My son. You will find it all through the book that the address is to sons. The Son is, as it were, speaking to those who are brought into relationship with Him, the same dignity; and one never surrenders that. The believer, as he moves on in the Spirit, never surrenders that dignity, be his outward circumstances what they may. But then if he addresses me as son what is it in view of? Ye have quite forgotten the exhortation. Alas, how true that is often. The exhortation he cites addresses you as sons. That is the point, you see, the address is to sons. But then if it is addressed to sons, what is the import of it? That we might be truly that. That we might be sons in our walk, in our circumstances and in our associations. And so you find that the Son is connected with fellowship, Called into the fellowship of his Son, 1 Corinthians 1: 9. The Son, as I said, is connected with the kingdom, and the Son is connected with the house. He has built it, and having built it He is over it. How delightful, that we, as sons, should be there with the Son over us. Not under the rule of darkness, but under the rule of love. How delightful is that rule! 

    Well now, in coming to my scripture, you will understand that the word is addressed to a son. Verse 13, My son, again in verse 21, My son. He is addressing a son, and I do urge on every one here, as a believer in Christ, to accept it. Do not hesitate to accept it. It is for you. The One that is speaking to him, typified in Solomon, was with God from the beginning. He was there when the foundation of the world was laid. All that God did was done by Him. The very heavens were made according to Him. The mountains and the hills and all that we see around us, all were made by Him. 

    Well now, beloved, all that is available to you. He is going to bring out the most wonderful thing that has been in the universe, the assembly. That is what is in view in this book. And in order to do that every resource of wisdom is available. How important, therefore, that we should listen. And now, what I want to say is, the book is full of wonderful instruction. It is full of blessed items intended for those who are sons, that we might be in the house. Wisdom built her house. 

    Well now, the first thing is, Prepare thy work without. God has had to do this. He prepared His work without. In order to do that His Son became a Man and wrought, My Father worketh hitherto and I work. Well, He says, I did nothing in secret. You see all that He did while here. Everything was right; it was all there. The Lord was the very essence of simplicity and transparency; even the cross in all its meaning was a public thing. God, in other words, justified Himself in Christ in regard of everything, in regard of every claim, every question. God justified Himself in all His work. There was the utmost simplicity in all that God did. He has justified Himself. His work has been prepared publicly. We come into the benefit of it. But then I have to follow that course. God, as I said, did things in public. He prepared His people for Himself too. A field is that which yields in the way of profit. If there be stones to remove, if there be weeds to remove, the point is to have a crop. It is to be for yourself. Gods field is His people. He has justified Himself in all that He has done. He has His field in which He sows and in which He reaps. But then, He also built His house. He has His field prepared and then He builds His house, the coming down of the Spirit of Christ from heaven. Then, I think it is not for God; it is for us, and the great principle for us is to build to God, by example, and therefore, I would say to young people here, What are you doing. You see, you are a son, and have to be regarded in dignity. And then I would put it to you to look into your affairs. What have you been doing? Moses says to Jehovah, The work of our hands, establish thou it, Psalm 90: 17. What have you been doing all these years? What is there for God? What is established for God? or has it all gone to the wall, gone for nothing? Well, if that is so, it is because you have not prepared thy work without. Look to your public works. See these fences around the field, are they thrown down? These outhouses, what about them? Are you looking after your cattle? What about that field from which you expect a crop? You see what a man sows he reaps. It is not only what a man sows, it is where he sows. 

    Hence the instruction of wisdom is that all these things have to be looked to. Suppose my house is in disorder; suppose my business is in ruin; all that is beneath the dignity of a son. You see the idea of a house is to have peace. Your house must be according to your public works, according to your field. Hence, how entirely incongruous it is to be living with Gods people with all my public affairs in disorder. Well, it may be my associations are not right. I have got to see to that. But then the field is particularly interesting to notice because it is that from which you are expecting yield. Mine own vineyard have I not kept. Song of Songs 1: 6. What about that? You have to drink the water of your own cistern in that way. What is in the field? I only make a suggestion; you have to work it out. Put thy field in order. In order to have an income spiritually the field has to be set in order. You have to remove all these stones and all these weeds. You have a plough and a harrow. God gives the increase. It is for you. Set it in order for yourself, so that your brethren will see that you have an income of your own. You will share it happily if you have more than you need but the thing is to have a field, an income. 

    Afterwards build thy house. Now, building your house is taking your place in sonship. There is in truth only one house. When Scripture speaks of building a house it has reference to the individual side of my responsibility; what I do and what I have in it. So that it becomes then a question of my participation in the house of God. 

    And now, let me ask what understanding have you about the house of God? You say it exists. It is not simply an institution that has come and gone. No, beloved, the house of God remains. It is available as long as the Holy Spirit is here, as long as the sons are here, and there is a place in it for you. No one should be outside of it. The house is for the development of the affections. It says of God that He places the solitary in a house. And who is the solitary one here? God would place you in a house. He set up the sons together, as I remarked, when the Holy Spirit came, and then Peter preached and three thousand were converted and the Lord added them. The word assembly should probably not be there. The point is that the converts were added to these one hundred and twenty persons, named persons. Every one of them was distinguished; having a name means distinction. And the Holy Spirit came upon them. What affection there was there. When another came in he would meet Peter, he would meet John, he would meet Mary. What holy conversations they would hold. What times they had in those days, They received their food with gladness and simplicity of heart. That was how things began. You will not find such power today. Nevertheless there are those who correspond to these names, and if there is one here that has not found his place in connection with these names, the Lord would help you. The Father would place you in a home, for He places the solitary in a house or a home. That is what God is doing. He is drawing His people together and placing them in that holy sphere of affection. The Son who has built it, He is over it. So that it is permeated as one might say, by the light and affection that radiate from Christ as the Son. I hope there is not one here that has no field. The great thought that God has in view is that we should be led on to come into the house, as sons who have been instructed by the Son of the Fathers love. 

  
    FIELDS (JT 99)

    1 Corinthians 3: 6 - 9; Genesis 27: 26, 27; Proverbs 24: 27

    I have the scriptures in Corinthians especially in mind, and have read in the Old Testament to amplify, and perhaps clarify, what is said there by the apostle. The scriptures taken together treat of the idea of a field, that is a portion of the earth which is set apart as profitable, which may be sown in and reaped with a view to a crop. The thought of a field has a wide and varied meaning in Scripture. In Matthew 13: 38, for instance, it is said to be the world, so that it is very wide, the world viewed as capable of cultivation, capable of receiving seed and producing a crop. Then we find it also as containing treasure secured by purchase, so that rights are acquired over it. Then we find it in many other connections, that is as characteristic of what is convertible, the beasts of the field. We find, as already alluded to today, the field of Ephron, a field that commands peculiar interest as, whilst it is a burying-place, it points to resurrection. A wide area is secured, at least an area called a field, called that several times, and the trees in it, all that was in it secured with care, money paid out for it, a testimony as we have already had today to the power of God, whilst it has the grave too, in the light of the death and resurrection of Christ, who as it is said, annulled death and brought life and incorruptibility to light through the gospel. That is the field, whether it be where the saints as together bury a loved one, or whether it be whence the saints who are buried come forth at the quickening word of Christ to resurrection, to life. The Lord through redemption has rights, which He now uses in respect of the burial of loved ones, for they are all His, His dead, but as the section of the bush proves, as He called it Himself, 

    it is the life realm, all live to Him, He says. God is not the God of the dead but of the living, so they are all as good as raised. Faith understands that and that field will glow in life and glory as the Lord Jesus descends from heaven and awakes the sleeping saints and changes the living. No one will see anything, the whole scene will be dominated by the power of God; no power can cope with that and we shall go up without any molestation or hindrance. 

    Then there is the field of Hanameel which Jeremiah bought, pointing to the future when fields and vineyards shall be bought and sold and the title-deeds secured. There are no title-deeds mentioned in regard to the purchase of the field of Ephron, but it is a public matter. We are told the price secured; it is a public matter secured to Abraham, secured to faith; in other words it cannot be infringed upon or interfered with, a matter that should be in our hearts as we bury our dead. The field of Hanameel, on the other hand, is sealed by writing, part sealed and part open. The deeds, as I may call them, are lodged in an earthen vessel, no doubt alluding to the living saints today who have the treasure in earthen vessels, keeping every thought of God in their hearts; whether for themselves or for Israel all the promises are yea and amen in Christ, cherished in the hearts of the saints now, so that the title deeds of the field are always secure. Everything thus is viewed, dear brethren, for us; victory is in all these things, but it is all a matter of faith, faith sustained in life by the power of the Spirit of God. 

    These two fields, as I said, present certain features, but the verses I have read refer to the saints, the saints viewed as a field, or husbandry. Husbandry is a similar thought, an area cultivated by God, and in which He is operating. Even in a debauched worldly city like Corinth God would have what He regards as His husbandry treasured. No one can infringe upon it with impunity. As the apostle says, Having in readiness to avenge all disobedience when your obedience shall have been fulfilled, 2 Corinthians 10: 6. There were those who were entrenching on the rights of God there, but they should come in for their deserts for Gods husbandry is not to be touched by a foreign hand. 

    Well now, I want to comment on the verses in the Old Testament so as to lead up to this point, so that the brethren may see, whether it be in Cambridge or any other city or town or village where the saints are, that God has His husbandry. As the Lord Himself says in another setting, My Father is the husbandman, a very solemn fact and yet very comforting, for a father suggests, grace, and yet severity. Love indeed must be severe where there is that which damages; it is not love to treat lightly that which may be in the child or the saint and which damages the vineyard or the husbandry. It is not love at all. There must be skill in the way love acts, but love will act with the utmost severity, as the apostle says, I would that they would even cut themselves off who throw you into confusion. So the Lord announces to Paul, I have much people in this city. That is what He alluded to, He had them, not yet actually, but potentially; that is to say, it was like a field, as I hope to show in a moment, a field prepared of the Lord. There is the smell of it, not yet a crop, but the smell, known to God, of a field that was to be fruitful. Now these remarks bring me to Genesis 27, a well-known scripture and one which fits peculiarly in what I have in my mind; one may touch, in dealing with it, on the individual believer, in the manner in which Isaac regards his son. The affection conveyed in Isaacs invitation to his son is touching, and I need not remark that it is not a mere historical matter, but one to be used at any time, bearing indeed directly on us, for these two men so prominent in the chapter are, 

    as the sequel shows, the true or real brother and the false brother. This thought runs down the Scriptures from Genesis to Malachi, and indeed from Matthew to the Revelation, the thought of the genuine brother and the false brother. A comparison of the blessing will help us; the scripture says that Isaac blessed them both by faith, but a comparison of the blessing will show how the one is the real brother and the other the false, although Esau had every opportunity as every normal brother does. Heaven spares nothing that would help him, to make him real, so that Esau is blessed but he is not kissed, he is not said to be kissed, nor is he called near, and his blessing is just what he should have without any thought of giving, whereas Jacobs blessing is all a question of gift. Esau shares in great advantages in the fatness of the earth and the dew of heaven, but says Isaac, It shall come to pass when thou rovest about, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck, that is Jacobs yoke. When thou rovest about meaning what we call loose or independent brothers. I am not saying they are not christians; I am only speaking of the character of roving about, no submission to heaven, or ordering by heaven; none takes his place by divine appointment, thus each becomes independent; he breaks off the appointed yoke, which is very common in our days, a thing to be avoided. Is anyone here on the line of roving about? It is a warning; you may think you have got liberty but it is simply independence. On the other hand Jacob is called near by faith, for now Isaac is in the full position of faith and blesses, as representative of God. He draws near, how touching for young people, how God would call you near. Come near ... my son. Then he says, See, the smell of my son, a word that has to be quoted because smell is a matter of great sense and helps as to decisions, the smell you find. Here it is the smell of a field which the Lord has blessed, that is to say it is a christian, it is a christian acting in the divine nature, not yet perhaps having the crop in view, but potentially the thing is there. The smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Jehovah hath blessed, pointing to a future crop, and what a crop!-the crop is sure to come. And in the end we have the solemn fact that Esau is hated; there is no crop. Jacob is loved. I loved Jacob, alluding to what came out in his history, whereas Esau is hated, alluding to what came out in him. He had every opportunity to bear a crop, for God is wonderfully gracious to Esau making provision for him, as in the book of Deuteronomy he was not to be touched, but later the prophetic history denounces him. No nation is more denounced; we see Gods hatred of falsity among brethren. So there is urgency that young brothers and sisters should see to it that there is the evidence initially, in our faith, of the blessing of God, that is to say that kind of blessing which ensures a crop and makes you worth while for the virtuous woman to add you to her territory. It says, A woman of worth in Proverbs; she considers a field, she does not take on any field. Esau was a man of the field but he is not said to be a field which the Lord has blessed; a common man, he is not himself a field. The point is today whether the person himself is a field, that is what Jacob was. Faith makes the person himself a field, something that God can cultivate with a view to the crop. There is always seed-time, and seed-time is utterly worthless unless there is harvest time, seed-time and harvest. Sowing seed, except we get a harvest, is futile, and there is no harvest except the field is blessed of the Lord. There must be the latent power and activity in the field and that can only be by the work of God; so the virtuous woman considers the field. That is, the brethren enquire about anyone who seems to be blessed of the Lord; she considers a field and then acquires it, not joining field to field as we are told elsewhere, selfishly to add to our glory, but acquiring something for God that is the value of a field; the saints are of value in this respect; there is something, some crop, for God. God sows the seed of what He intends to secure; the earth is to bring forth. The farmer sows, but he does not know how the crop comes; the earth has latent power. There it is and the virtuous woman acquires a field: she has a crop in mind. Well now, that leads to Proverbs, to the verse I read. We are enjoined Prepare thy work without, and put thy field in order, that is yourself according to what I am saying. The brethren of course are to look after you as you come into fellowship; we see there are elders in the church and they would have an eye to the field, but then the point here is yourself. You are a potential field; there is a crop in you, as it were, but initially something hinges on yourself, it is your own responsibility: Prepare thy work without. It is a public matter evidently, I suppose including confession. No true lover of Jesus would fail to make known publicly his allegiance to Jesus, and he would have other public things in order, the regulation of his conduct, his business affairs, family affairs, and personal affairs, for remember too, there is a scrutinising eye in the assembly, so that a time will come for those eyes to look over you. In fact, you are better known in heaven than you may think, and in the assembly too, for they have been watching you; the field to be acquired. It may be that the time will come when you will have to show yourself, that is another thing. The Lord says to the cleansed leper, Go, shew thyself to the priest. Jehovah says to Elijah, Shew thyself to Ahab, as if to say, Elijah is a greater testimony after going through the experience of 1 Kings 17. Show yourself; God is concerned about our public appearances, and how much the question of practical righteousness enters into this! It is forced upon us at the present time; so much has happened to discredit the testimony. The garment of the wife of the Lamb, the fine linen, is the righteousness of the saints. How dreadful is the opposite of that, unrighteousness of the saints; it is a dreadful, sorrowful, subject; so that one is to see to oneself. John says, If ye know that he is righteous, know that every one who practises righteousness is begotten of him, 1 John 2: 29. It is a trait of the divine nature in us, so that you have this thought as I said, Prepare thy work without, and put thy field in order, and afterwards build thy house. How much might be said of that, as applying to an individual christian! For building is by love in relation to the brethren; they build by love. Love edifies. Let us not assume that without things being right publicly, things in order. 

    These remarks I think you will see, dear brethren, connect with the verses I have read in Corinthians, which verses contemplate the idea that I am speaking of, husbandry, or a farm, or a field, as collective, the saints collectively, not an individual but the saints as a whole in that town, and what brings the subject up in the apostles mind is that there were partisan conditions in Corinth; such are wholly inimical to the idea of a crop. What can you have with such conditions? Where partisan conditions exist the door is open for the enemy; there were wicked persons in that meeting; it was in a vile state, so that the apostle is led on to speak about this matter of husbandry by the fact that some in the place were saying that they were of Paul, and others of Apollos, or perhaps other names which he does not use. Now Paul planted, that was all he did in this respect, a great work, of course. The Lord had told him that He had much people in that city, that is He had husbandry in His mind and Paul was to sow the seed which would bring in the crop, and the crop would come. It was a very fine work and took eighteen months, I suppose; the idea was to see the time for a crop, seed-time and harvest. We must remember the harvest; so Paul stayed there eighteen months, and the crop was there. It says Paul planted, but Apollos came in; there was no divergence between Paul and Apollos. It is very beautiful to think of two labouring brothers united in their labours, just aiming at one thing, that is the crop. The planter and the waterer are one: that is very fine. Oh, that that were so, that every one in the field today was actuated by that one thought. The planter and the waterer are one. To illustrate the fact Paul says that he begged Apollos to go to Corinth and that he was not minded to go. You might think he was not one with Paul but he was; it was the depth of sympathy that he had, that he would not go lest there might be this very thing, putting him up against the apostle; love would not admit of that, taking advantage to obtain a reputation among them. It would quickly put him into prominence if he were to intimate that he was not quite with Paul, but he was with Paul. Thank God they were one, dear brethren. We must be on our guard against putting labouring brethren against each other in our minds; it is a sure way to put them against each other, even if they are not so already. It says, comparing themselves with themselves; it is not love doing this in regard of work being carried on. If a man can do a thing well and do it in love, let him do it, give him scope to do it; that is the principle. Paul had scope at the beginning and he planted; Apollos came in and he watered. It would look indeed as if in the Acts the apostle Paul was comforted as he arrived at Ephesus. I believe he had a sense that Apollos, as far as he could, was holding the ground for God in the husbandry. It is very beautiful when brethren can move thus. The planter and the waterer are one; the increase is from God. It may be planted and watered but there can be no increase without God, that is the correct thought, it is what is for God, so that he says, Ye are Gods husbandry, Gods building, that is what they were and the same thoughts apply as in Proverbs 24, that the field is to be put in order. The enemy came in and damaged things at Corinth and so in many gatherings that one might name; the field has to be kept in order; love must prevail, whether in those who come and water, seeking to serve the saints, or whether in those that are prominent locally. The field has to be kept in order and I believe that is why the letters to Corinth are so full of order, so full of directions, the public aspect of things must be right. It is futile to talk about building unless we have public order, unless the field is right, so to speak; so you have the apostle giving instructions when he was there and he praised them because they kept them. 

    It is a question of the field. Then he wrote other instructions, and says, I will give you more when I come. It is to keep the public state of things right, including practical righteousness and order and then the building. They were Gods building, but there could not be much said about it; there was only the foundation but the foundation was there, thank God, and well laid. He was a wise architect who laid the foundation. Other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. That is a question of apprehending, dear brethren, the kind of man in Christ, that is the foundation at Corinth, not the Son of God, Christ the Son of the living God as in Matthew; that is not the side presented. The foundation is the order of man that shone out in Christ, Jesus Christ. There is no other foundation; it is a public matter, what comes under mans eye. Paul could speak about the foundation being there; it was there. No one else could lay another, but as to the superstructure he could not say anything; he makes no special mention of that but he goes on as to building. Now building is by love, building or edifying one another. Let each take heed how he builds; there is the thought of that in every locality, dear brethren. The word is as to the field, the husbandry, and then as to the building. The husbandry must be taken care of, the field must be put in order, which involves practical righteousness, and then the brethren getting together in love, edifying one another, as it says, in love. 

    Well, that was all I have to say, and I think you will have followed. The Lord is helping the brethren and is greatly desirous of building, as it says in Ephesians, a beautiful expression, being edified in love. It is a poor thing to be burdened, to have a beautiful house but with the lawn and garden and walks, everything in disorder, irregular; it is incongruous; have the field in order, have the public side in order, then the living conditions, the house, building in love, so that there is no incongruity about the position of any gathering, but everything pleasing to the eye of heaven. 
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    HEIGHT AND DEPTH (AJG 3)

    Proverbs 25: 1 - 5; Ephesians 1: 3 - 11; end verse 20 - 23; Ephesians 4: 9, 10; Philippians 3: 13 - 15.

    I desire, dear brethren, to indicate what it is that God is working for at the present time, that is, the end to which He is working. The passage I have read in Proverbs 25 is very applicable to the present time, for as you will notice, it says that These are also proverbs of Solomon; which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah transcribed. The days of Solomon were Israels brightest days. In Solomons day the house of God was built, the ark was brought to rest, the service of God was set up and was functioning, and the glory of God filled the house. It really typifies what was no doubt reached at Ephesus under the apostles ministry; that is, the full thoughts of God in blessing had been made known and there is no doubt that at one time the assembly there entered into them and responded to them, but then when we come to the days of Hezekiah, things are very different. Between the days of Solomon and the days of Hezekiah, a great departure had come in. Ten out of the twelve tribes were irremediably lost in captivity in Assyria, and even the remaining two tribes had very largely turned away from God. Ahaz the king who preceded Hezekiah was probably, up to that time, the most wicked king that Judah had ever had. But in Hezekiahs day, a measure of recovery was granted. The house was cleansed and the service of God was re-established, and the passover, the feast of unleavened bread, was kept for seven days, and then for a further seven days. And it says there was joy in Israel such as had not been since the days of Solomon. So that Hezekiahs days represent, in picture, a recovery to the greatest levels of truth that were ever ministered to Gods people, and in that way answer very much to the days in which we find ourselves at the present time. For though it be in much outward weakness, as indeed the position under Hezekiah was as compared with that under Solomon, the fact remains that in the ways of God those of Gods people who are available have been recovered and are being recovered to the most precious features of the truth that were ever made known by the apostles. And it was in the days of Hezekiah that these proverbs of Solomon were apparently brought to light and were transcribed so that they might be on permanent record, and hence they obviously have a particular application to us at the present time. 

    The first thing that is said in these proverbs which the men of Hezekiah transcribed is that It is the glory of God to conceal a thing. It is most important, beloved brethren, that we should understand that, that God take pleasure in concealing what He is doing, because then we are content even if things outwardly appear to be very small and insignificant. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing. We were having before us yesterday that the idea of mystery enters into Christianity in a very marked way, and this is in accord with that idea, that it is Gods glory to conceal a thing. The object in that is that God intends to keep His holy and precious things outside the range of the natural man. And so when the incarnation took place, perhaps the most marvellous event that has ever occurred in the history of this world, when He who is God became Man, it is marvellous the way that God concealed it. When Jesus was born, He was born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger: there was not room for Him and those that were with Him in the inn, and therefore He was laid in a manger. Very few had any idea of the immensity of what had taken place in that God had come into manhood. The immensity of that was entirely concealed from the knowledge of the natural man, and God works deliberately on those lines. You will remember that the angel notified what had taken place to the shepherds and the angel said, today a Saviour has been born to you in Davids city, who is Christ the Lord. And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe (it should not read the babe), that is, the angel was not specifically directing their attention to the Person of the Lord Jesus though of course that was involved, but he said, ye shall find a babe. That was the nature of the sign God gave, a babe, wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger. Luke 2: 11, 12. It was as though when God intimated the greatest possible thing, that a Saviour had been born who should be Christ the Lord, the sign by which they were to be assured of it was not a sign that would appear to man, or that to the natural man would convey any idea that something of transcendent significance had taken place, but the sign was to be a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger. 

    I only mention that, beloved brethren, to enforce this statement, for it is Gods glory to conceal a thing, and I think as we follow His ways we shall see that that principle always operates, that He always conceals what He is doing. When the Lord Jesus died, to outward appearance it was defeat, but then God intervened and raised Him from the dead, but He did not make a public display of the resurrection. The Lord Jesus was never seen as risen from the dead save by chosen witnesses; He was never seen by the world; and then similarly He was taken up into heaven. God did not make a public matter of it. He did not display it. It was just to a chosen few that the privilege was given of witnessing the Lord Jesus taken up into heaven, not that God has left Himself without witness to these great things, for the Holy Spirit has come down from heaven and has testified to the great fact of the resurrection and exaltation of Christ, and the testimony of the Holy Spirit has spread throughout the whole world. But at the same time, God works in that way, for it is His glory to conceal a thing, and I venture to say without the least fear of it being inaccurate, that the world at large knows nothing whatever of what God is carrying on among the saints at the present time. But then, the glory of kings is to search out a thing. Kings are the saints as marked by royal dignity, and it is our honour to search out a matter. 

    With that in mind, I seek to pursue this scripture in Proverbs and to link it up with the scriptures we have read in Ephesians and Philippians. As I was saying I wish to indicate by the Lords help what it is that God is working to secure, and I think for the present purpose we may limit our consideration to what it says in verse 4, there cometh forth a vessel for the refiner. God is working to secure a vessel, a vessel which is to be produced as the result of a refining process which He is carrying on at the present time, but the great thought before the mind of God at the moment is a vessel. You remember when Peter was in Joppa he saw a vessel; he fell into a trance and saw a vessel as a great sheet being let down from heaven, held by the four corners and let down to where Peter was, and taken into heaven. What he saw was a vessel. God was making known to him that He had in mind to secure a vessel. The vessel is nothing less, I need hardly say, than the assembly, the assembly too as the body of Christ, a vessel which is intended to be a vessel of praise to God at the present time and throughout eternity, as it says in Ephesians, to him (that is, to God) be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. I understand that means that the assembly is to be the vessel in which glory is to be ascribed to God unto the age of ages. That is to say, it is to be capable of unceasing praise to God throughout all generations of the age of ages. Now if it is to be capable of that, it is surely essential that we, as composing the assembly, should become instructed in the glory of God; it is not right that we should have limited thoughts as to God. We can never become fitted to ascribe glory to God worthy of His name if our thoughts as to God and His glory are limited. The glory of God, I understand, is the shining out of God in His love pre-eminently, for He is love, but also in His wisdom and in His power and in all that attaches to Him, if one might use the expression, which He uses as subservient to the working out of the thoughts of love. Our apprehension of this will enable us to ascribe glory to Him in a way that is worthy of His name. 

    With that in mind, Solomon in these Proverbs says, The heavens for height, and the earth for depth. That is what I wanted by the Lords help to enlarge upon a little, because the intention is that we should become familiar with heights, as we sometimes sing, Heights of glory thou hast given. And then we are also to become familiar with depth because God is glorified in the heights to which He can go in blessing, and He is also glorified in the depths to which His love can go in sacrifice in order to reach His end. We are to be balanced thus in the appreciation both of height and of depth. 

    The epistle to the Ephesians presents to us the thoughts both of height and of depth; it is largely occupied with the thought of height. It is written, as of course all the epistles are written, but in a sense I suppose the epistle to the Ephesians supremely so, from the standpoint of Christ being exalted. The apostle says, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ, chapter 1: 3. He did not say that until Christ had already come and had accomplished redemption and had gone to the right hand of God and the Holy Spirit had come down. That having taken place, the apostle was able by the Spirit to say that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ. That is, all that God had in His mind in the way of blessing for the saints is now set forth in Christ as a Man in His presence in glory, and the Holy Spirit given to us links us up inseparably with Christ where He is, giving us in the Spirit to partake in His life, and giving us understanding of what is involved in the position which Christ fills as a Man in the presence of God, and giving us the ability to respond to it worthily. And so the apostle in thus speaking in Ephesians traces things back to their source, that God has marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself: He has done that. He has chosen us it says, in him before the worlds foundation. We are familiar with these things in the letter, beloved brethren, but I believe it is intended of God that we should sit down quietly in the presence of God and allow these thoughts to sink into our minds, just allow ourselves to become impressed with the fact that God did take account of us. He foreknew us before the foundation of the world: had us in mind personally before He founded the world. The thoughts of love were formed and then the founding of the world took place in due time in order that in the, world He might work out the thoughts of love that He had already formed. This had us in view, beloved brethren, as it had all the saints in view, not simply collectively but individually, everyone of us and all of us together, chosen in him before the worlds foundation, that we should he holy and blameless before him in love. Then it says, marked us out beforehand for adoption (or sonship) through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace. The point in view in all this is not that we should be complacent in our blessing but that we should be vocal in Gods praise. It is to the praise of the glory of his grace; the glory of it! How glorious Gods grace is! And the saints are to he vocal in the praise of it. We are not to be dumb, we are not to be silent. The saints are laid hold of in order that they may be the vehicle of praise to the blessed God as appreciating the glory in which He is made known. And so it says, to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved. I know nothing more affecting than that, beloved brethren, that there is at this present moment in the presence of God, the Beloved, our Lord Jesus Christ, marked out by that wonderful description, the Beloved; beloved in a most absolute way; beloved in His Person as the Son, and beloved on account of His moral worth as Man, the true antitype of David and of Solomon. David was loved on account of what he was, his name means beloved, and he was a man after Gods own heart, he was loved on account of the moral worth that was there. Solomon was loved in sonship, he was the one of whom God said, he shall be my son, and I will be his father, 1 Chronicles 22: 10; (see also 1 Chronicles 17: 13, where the truth is stated in the reverse order). Both these types of Christ find their fulfilment in Christ as He is now in the presence of God as the Beloved. And God has taken us into favour in the Beloved. That is, there is a settled position of love that has come in in Christ according to Gods purpose and in that position every one of the saints is set. Who could have conceived it, dear brethren, but God? And God having conceived it, who could have brought it to pass save by way of a divine Person having become Man, and brought into manhood an order of manhood such as is great enough morally to satisfy and rejoice the heart of God for ever, and in that position take up sonship in order that we might be brought into the affectionate position that sonship involves and that God might find His pleasure in us as sons? 

    Now these are some of the heights, dear brethren. It says, The heavens for height. We are to take account of heaven, Jesus is there, and as we take account of Jesus in heaven we begin to get an impression of the height, the great height of blessing and glory which the blessed God is capable of. We cannot give any explanation of it save that He is pleased to do it. It is a question of the good pleasure of His will. Not one of these statements in the first chapter of Ephesians is without importance, and we are to allow each one of them its place in our hearts. According to the good pleasure of his will, that is to say, we are to be impressed with the sense that God is what He is, that He is love in a most absolute way, love working in wisdom, love working in power with infinite resource to accomplish its own thoughts, in order, dear brethren, that we should form part of the vessel which is to ascribe glory to God in a way that is worthy of Him throughout eternity. 

    Then it goes on to say, in whom (that is, in the Beloved) we have redemption through his blood. A wonderful thing that there should be an immediate reference to the blood of the Beloved, testifying how far in depth the Beloved has gone in order that God might give effect to the thoughts of love that He has formed. Apart from redemption, apart from the removing of all the disabilities that lay upon us, these thoughts that God had formed before the foundation of the world could never have been brought to pass, and who was there great enough to accomplish redemption save the very same One who is marked out here as the Beloved? And hence as soon as the height has been brought in, taken us into favour in the Beloved, the Spirit of God gives us a touch in regard of depth in order that there might be a certain depth added to us, that there might be balance with us, that we might be affected by the sense that the Beloved has had to go into death in order that all Gods thoughts might be made good in Him as gloriously risen from the dead and ascended into the presence of God. 

    And so it says, the earth for depth. I shall refer again in a moment to the earth, but if we get height set out before our eyes in Christ in glory, we get depth presented to us in the distance to which Christ has gone in order that divine love might reach its end. And as I say, it is the heights that set forth the glory of divine love, in the heights to which it will go. Depth sets forth the glory of divine love in another aspect as to the lengths of sacrifice and suffering to which divine love has been capable of going. And then as we go on in the epistle to the Ephesians we find that God has not only brought us into a place of remarkable blessing, but it says also that in His grace He has abounded toward us in all wisdom and intelligence, having made known to us the mystery of his will. Now this is important, beloved brethren, because one feature of sonship (and sonship is for the pleasure of God; sonship is not primarily for us although we are brought into it and greatly blessed in it) is not only that the position should be filled out in the affections proper to sons but also that it should be filled out in the intelligence proper to sons. Every parent takes pleasure in children when they are young and in the simplicity and affection and attractiveness of children, but no parent wants his children to remain young. No parent would be satisfied to find his children grow up as regards years but not develop in intelligence. Every father would be disappointed if his son were not intelligent. And intelligence is a great feature in sonship, and hence we ought to be concerned to acquire understanding of the things of God. It is a feature of sonship to be intelligent. And so it says, according to the riches of his grace; which he has caused to abound towards us in all wisdom and intelligence, having made known to us the mystery of his will. What does the world know of what is going to take place? The world knows absolutely nothing. God has a will in regard of the matter as to what is going to take place on the earth and what is going to take place in heaven. The world knows nothing of it, but God knows perfectly. But He has been pleased to retain it in mystery - It is the glory of God to conceal a thing. But He has made known to us the mystery of His will, and what is it? It says, for the administration of the fulness of times, that is, the world to come, which is now so imminent. It is just about to burst upon us, the world to come of which we speak. And that is the mystery of Gods will, for the administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ. That is, Christ is going to have His place as Head of everything both in heaven and on earth. The world knows nothing of it, but the saints should know something of it, they should be intelligent as to it. 

    God gave witness to it by means of a dream to Nebuchadnezzar even as long ago as Daniels day. Nebuchadnezzar saw a great image, the head of gold and the breast of silver, the belly and thighs of brass, the legs of iron and the feet partly iron and partly clay. He saw the whole thing, the whole course of things that would develop in this world in the way of Gentile domination. And then what did he see? He saw a stone cut out without hands, smite the image on the feet part of iron and part of clay, and the whole image was broken to pieces, not only the iron and the clay but the brass and the silver and the gold. The whole thing was scattered like the chaff of the summer threshing floor and there was no room found for it. And then it says that the stone cut out without hands became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. That is Christ. The stone cut out without hands is Christ displacing the world of mans glory and filling the whole scene Himself. The saints are intelligent about these things, or should be. And we should not only be intelligent but we should be greatly interested, because we Gentiles are heirs with Christ. That is another feature of divine grace and wonderful wisdom, that this vessel of which I am speaking, the assembly, composed of men and women from every nation under heaven is to inherit jointly with Christ; in whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will. 

    I pass on to the end of chapter 1, it says, God has set Christ at his right hand in the heavenlies, above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name named, not only in this age, but also in that to come; and has put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all. I have been saying the assembly is to share with Christ, and here she is seen as having part with Him in His headship over all things. The headship of Christ over the world to come will be exercised by means of the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all. The light of God and the influence of Christ will be diffused abroad through heaven and earth by means of the assembly, His body. I only ask you, dear brethren, 

    to take these things in that we might get an impression of the vastness of what God has before Him and the immensity of grace into which we ourselves are called, because as I said, God is calling out a vessel not only fitted for these great things, but in the appreciation of them, fitted to ascribe glory to the God who has thought of them, who has desired them and who has devised the means for carrying them into effect. 

    Before I speak on the passage read in chapter 4, I just want also to refer to the passage in Philippians because that is another aspect of the heavens for height, and it refers to us individually. So far, I have been referring largely to the assembly, although sonship of course is something we are brought into individually. It is those who compose the assembly who are brought into sonship, but sonship in the main is that which attaches to each of us individually. But when we come to the epistle to the Philippians there also we are on individual lines although it refers again to the saints who compose the assembly. The apostle Paul, nearing the end of his days as he wrote the epistle, shows us that the one thing that was governing his mind was his desire to have Christ as His gain. It is a marvellous thing to see the great apostle, endowed as he was with extraordinary knowledge and extraordinary gift and devoted in service I suppose above any other, that as he is nearing the end of his days it is not his service that is occupying him, it is not his gift that is engaging him, but his one desire is to have Christ as his possession. He apprehends that he himself has been apprehended to be found in Christ; he remembers well what he was once, a blasphemer, a persecutor and injurious, an insolent overbearing man, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Pharisee of the Pharisees, and all that. Paul would understand all that he had been, but he understands that divine grace had taken him up to be found in Christ, not only as a matter of status but in actual formation, perfectly conformed to the image of Christ, not only as regards bodily condition, but in moral features. Think of every one of us, dear brethren, being found perfectly in correspondence with Christ. The assembly is to correspond with Him, but every one of us individually (not that any one of us individually by himself can perfectly express Christ, the fulness of Christ) is to be found in the image of Christ, conformed to the image of Gods Son. That is what we have been taken up for and if that is so, dear brethren, why do we retain features of the old man? Why do we cling to them? If we understand what God has taken us up for, why does it not rather promote in us a desire to go in for it and to allow the Spirit of God to carry on His work of moral conformation in us now? Why do we cling to things that after all are only a shame to us as we see them in the light of Gods thoughts for us in Christ? If I cling to some element of natural pride or of family status or of some distinction that learning in this world can give me, or of any position or reputation that wealth might give me or any reputation that I might even gain in the assembly - and then I see that Gods thought for me is that I should be found in Christ - I say is there anything of those things in Christ? Why, beloved brethren, we see at once how entirely incompatible it is! Everything of that sort has to go because we have been apprehended to be found in Christ, and nothing less than that, for the pleasure of God. The more we apprehend the heights of divine grace as set out in Gods calling on high in Christ Jesus, the more it will greatly affect us now, and I am sure will stimulate the process of self-judgment which always has to be going on with us, the process of displacement, the letting go of things that are not worthy of us as saints in order that we may take on what befits those who have been called with a heavenly calling. 

    Paul on that line says, Brethren, I do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing - forgetting the things behind... I pursue, looking towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. How did this reaching forward to the things before work out with the apostle? I believe the epistle to the Philippians gives us some idea as to how it worked out practically. God had ordered for the apostle that he should be found in prison, he was not there as a felon, he was there in fidelity to the truth, and then in the prison, dear brethren, God had ordered for him that he should be still further tested by certain brethren preaching Christ of contention, thinking to add tribulation to his bonds. Think of that, as though it was not enough to be in a Roman prison, and to be there unjustly, but God allowed that devoted servant to be still further tested by brethren preaching Christ of contention supposing to arouse tribulation for my bonds. How did he meet it? Did he repine and murmur, did he complain indignantly of the brethren who were preaching Christ of contention? No, dear brethren, he did not, he had Christ in his soul and he apprehended that there was a moral excellence in obedience. The second chapter of this epistle shows us how greatly Paul appreciated the moral excellence of obedience as traced in the Man Christ Jesus, the mind that was in Christ Jesus, the One who was obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. Wherefore also God highly exalted him. Paul had Christ Jesus in His moral excellence in his heart and therefore every test that came upon him, however severe it was, Paul would accept in the spirit of obedience to Gods will, and as accepting it in that spirit, as he says, through your supplication and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ... that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but in all boldness, as always, now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, Philippians 1: 19, 20; I say in the spirit of obedience he would take on more and more the features of Christ Jesus. 

    Well now, beloved brethren, God is working with us to that end. It is a question of whether we apprehend the heights. The calling on high of God in Christ Jesus is another feature of the height, the heavens for height. We are to take account of what is in heaven, what is set out in Christ and to allow it to have its own moral affect upon us. 

    Then it says, the earth for depth. In Ephesians 4 it says, But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? Think of that! The One who ascended far above all heavens that He might fill all things, before He went to that exalted position, descended first into the lower parts of the earth, that means the grave, and He descended there for us, beloved brethren. If He had not descended into the lower parts of the earth, tasting death in all that it meant to Him, it would not have been possible for Gods thoughts of love in regard of us to be effected. But God has been pleased in His wisdom to allow sin to come in and allow those who were in His purpose to become involved in it, in the guilty and lost condition and penalty of death that is involved, in order that it might become the occasion for us to learn not only height, but also depth. We should be lacking in our knowledge of God if we had not an apprehension of depth. We have to learn depth, the depth of which divine love has proved itself capable in order to effect its end, and that depth has been seen in Christ. He descended into the lower parts of the earth before He ascended up far above all heavens. 

    Well now, what is to be the moral effect upon us, 

    beloved brethren? In the light of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus, am I going to retain any features of the first man that cannot be carried up into heaven? Why not let them go now? But now I say again in the light of the depths, in the light of the death of Christ, am I going to retain that which necessitated the going into death of the Son of God? All these things are intended to have a present moral bearing upon us. It is one thing to say our old man has been crucified with Him, but have we really accepted it, and are we moving in the acceptance of it? The death of Christ is intended to have a moral effect upon us, and I say, dear brethren, there has not been a single trouble that has arisen in the assembly that could not be traced to our failure either to apprehend the gospel or to appreciate it. The gospel brings to us the light that Christ has died. Why did he die? And He has been buried. Why has He been buried? He died, not only to make propitiation for our sins, but in order that the man that sinned might be ended in death, and He was buried in order that that man might be taken out of Gods sight in burial. And I say, dear brethren, that every trouble that arises amongst us in our relations individually or in the assembly, can be traced to the fact that either we have not appreciated the import of the gospel or else we are not going on in the acceptance of it. If we really appreciate the death and burial of Christ (and we have the power in the Holy Spirit to maintain ourselves in accord with it) I say there will be no movement of the first man, of the flesh in one form or another. Whatever comes in in the way of trouble amongst the saints can always be traced to that, that the man God has ended we have brought back again by allowing him scope. So the depths are intended to affect us morally. It says, The heavens for height, and the earth for depth, and then it says, the heart of kings is unsearchable. God has given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts; we have in our hearts the Spirit of God, and the Spirit searcheth all things, yea the depths of God. There is no limit, so to speak, to what can be brought into our hearts in virtue of the Spirit of God whom we have received. There is no limit to what the saints can gain entrance to in their hearts in virtue of the earnest of the Spirit which God has given to us. 

    Then it says, Take away the dross from the silver, and there cometh forth a vessel for the refiner. We were referring yesterday to redemption and purchase, the vessel has not had to be redeemed but the persons who compose it have had to be redeemed. The silver refers to what the saints are now as having been redeemed and now the process is going on. God is carrying it on in secret, the world knows nothing of it, but we should be intelligent as to it. There is a refining process going on in view of a formation of the vessel, a vessel is to come forth for the refiner, a vessel in every way to be corresponding with Christ, corresponding with Him in moral features, corresponding with Him in nature, corresponding with Him in holy intelligence too. A vessel is to come forth for the refiner, but in order that that end may be reached, there is a refining process going on with every one of the saints. Are we conscious of it? If we are going on with God, we shall be conscious of it. Discipline may come in one way and another, it all has in mind that what will come forth is a vessel for the refiner. The more we go on with God, the more we are conscious that His hand is upon us in one way or another. We know what the refining process is, the refiner sits as it says in Malachi, he shall sit as a refiner. It is a deliberate process, a process carried on patiently. We know that what the refiner looks for is to see his own image reflected in that which is the subject of the process, and that is going on now, God is carrying it on, Christ is carrying it on, carrying it on with each one of us, but then it comes forth as a vessel for the refiner. I believe the two great things which the refiner will use if we are subject to Him is the height on the one hand and the depth on the other. If we understand what God has called us to, it should have a very sanctifying effect upon us, and as we understand the depth to which Christ has been in love, into judgment and death on our behalf, that also is intended to have a very sanctifying effect upon us. And it is, I believe, by bringing our hearts under the influence of the height on the one hand and the depth on the other, that the refiner carries on His refining process to give the result in a vessel that corresponds with Himself. 

    Then it says in verse 5, take away the wicked from before the king, and his throne shall be established in righteousness. That will be effected in a very brief moment when once the vessel is perfected. When once the Lord has secured the vessel, when once Christ has His assembly according to His own thoughts, it will take a very short time for the wicked to be taken away from before the king so that His throne may be established in righteousness. In principle, that is taking place in the assembly already; that is, in the assembly the rights of God and the rights of Christ have to be established and maintained already, and that is done on the principle of taking away the wicked. If any one in the assembly is guilty of wickedness, the saints have to separate themselves from him, he is taken away from their midst on the principle of withdrawing from such a one, in order that the rights of God and of Christ should be established in righteousness. That takes place already in the assembly. We cannot establish the rights of God and of Christ publicly, we have to await the coming of the Lord for that, but we can establish and maintain those rights in the assembly, and so, in the principle of it, what will take place in a moment when the Lord comes is already established in the assembly when evil has to be dealt with. What it has in mind is that the rights of Christ and the rights of God are established, His throne is established in righteousness. That will take place in a very brief moment in power from the Lord when once He has the vessel according to His own heart; then He will see that the wicked are taken away from before the king that His throne may be established in righteousness. 

    May the Lord help us to a clearer understanding of what it is God is working to secure at the present time, this vessel for the refiner. It is His glory to conceal a thing, but it is our honour to search out these matters, and the more we understand what God is working for, the more I am sure we shall be subject under His hand so that the refining process may go on to completion. May the Lord bless His word! 

  
    VESSELS OF MERCY (CAC 34)

    Romans 9:23,24; Proverbs 25:4

    There is a very precious touch in the apostles description of the saints as vessels of mercy. It shows that all those who have blessing from God have it purely by reason of His mercy, and His saints love to have it so. There is no thought of any merit or worthiness on the part of His people. They are taken up entirely on the ground of what God is Himself, and He is rich in mercy. He takes up vessels of mercy to make known the riches of His glory upon them. Let us weigh this well. Our sister who has departed, and all the saints, were once in a condition where they came short of the glory of God. But as vessels of mercy they are taken up to be adorned with the riches of Gods glory so as to display it eternally. He is going to make His glory in all its richness shine out in the vessels of mercy. Nothing could be more wonderful and precious than this to those who love God. 

    It may be that some of us have only a vague thought of what glory means. It will be found that in Scripture glory is contrasted with dishonour, as in 1 Corinthians 15:43, and glory and honour go together in several scriptures. So that glory is a condition in which God is fully expressed and honoured, in contrast with that condition of sin in which He was dishonoured. He is going to make the vessels of mercy eternally expressive of His own glory. 

    God has shown that He can blot out the sins of His people; He can annul all that Satan brought in; He can swallow up death in victory; He can bring to an end all the weakness and infirmity of His people. In the glory condition there will be nothing left but what is expressive of God. 

    But divine preparation is necessary for this. The vessels of mercy are afore prepared unto glory. The precious redemption wrought by our Lord Jesus Christ is the basis in divine righteousness of all our preparation for glory. We ever think of it thus with praise-full hearts. But the work of God in us enters into the preparation also. New birth and the gift of the Holy Spirit result in the saints becoming partakers of the divine nature, and such are prepared unto glory as having desires and affections that can cherish the thought of being conformed to the image of Gods Son. 

    There is also a refining process carried on in every vessel of mercy, and it is with a thought of this that I read Proverbs 25:4. The silver speaks of what the saints are as having redemption in Christ, but as soon as we have the light of this we realise what the flesh is as we never did before. What we are by nature is of such a character that it is quite unsuitable to be found active in one who wishes to be a vessel for the Refiner. But in a practical sense the dross is not taken away in a moment. In one blessed sense the refining process began at conversion, and goes on all through the lifetime of the saint. So long as we are here there is need for purifying. We have hope in Christ on the ground of redemption, that we shall see Him as He is and be like Him, but everyone who has this hope purifies himself even as He is pure. And all the chastening ways of God come in to help the refining process. Sometimes we have the joy of seeing the dross being taken away, and a vessel coming forth for the Refiners pleasure. We have been able to recognise something of this wonderful process going on in our dear sister. To observe it has been a great comfort to my heart  to see her restfully, and even thankfully, accepting Gods ways with her in circumstances of unexpected trial. She has honoured Him in a way that has testified happily to the taking away of the dross, and the coming forth of a vessel for the refiner. When we next see her it will be as having the riches of Gods glory made known upon her. 

    A Word given at a Burial, 1941 

  
    ADJUSTMENT (JT 22)

    Proverbs 25:1 - 13

    I have in view on this occasion to speak a word in relation to adjustment. I have selected a passage from the book of Proverbs because it is intended for adjustment, to the end that there should be vessels of usefulness and of ornamentation. These are two features that mark the house of God. Those who are in it aright are at the same time ornamental and useful. The Son is over the house, as we read in Hebrews, and He is concerned that the house should be in every way according to God. To this end the process of adjustment continues with every one of us. God, having brought in a model in Christ, proposes that each one in the house should be brought into accord with that model; and so the Epistle to the Colossians in large measure corresponds with the book of Proverbs. 

    One feature in Colossians is adjustment; that is, everything is to be according to Christ. As therefore ye have received the Christ, it says, walk in him; Colossians 2:6 and whatever is not in accord with Christ is to be rejected. That is the principle in Colossians, and we are told in that epistle that the Father has delivered us from the authority of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love, Colossians 1:13. The book of Proverbs is the book of the Son of the Fathers love. It is the book of Solomons proverbs, and he is the son of David, we are told. 

    You see, therefore, beloved brethren, that the adjustment is in the hands of One who will deal gently with us  who will deal in affection with us, and yet with the utmost firmness and precision. For Solomon, who built the house, being imbued with the most extraordinary wisdom known up to that time, 

    would of necessity act according to that wisdom in all his dealings, and so the Father ... has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. Colossians 1:13. Notice, it is not into the house of the Son of His love, for we cannot be in the house save as we pass through the kingdom. It says, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness. Colossians 1:13. We need to come under another authority. 

    What exists abroad in what is called Christendom is the authority of darkness. That is to say, certain doctrines and systems have authority over mens minds and consciences by reason, in some instances, of their antiquity, and in others by reason of human greatness and learning. In every instance it is the authority of darkness. Men are held in it with a good conscience, for the reason that their consciences are darkened, and darkness has authority over them. Many of the Lords dear people are held in that darkness, and what God is doing at the present time is delivering souls from the authority of darkness. 

    Mark that word authority, as it should be rendered. From whatever cause  what power such a doctrine or system has over my conscience, and the more restful I am in it, the worse it is. Hence God moves  the Father moves  to deliver souls from the authority of darkness, and to translate us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. Colossians 1:13. Think of the difference, beloved, between the authority of darkness and the authority of the Son of the Fathers love. Those of us who have come under the latter know the blessedness of it, that while the Lord is firm in His dealings with us, they are all the dealings of love  they are the dealings of love combined with infinite wisdom. So that it is an immense thing for everyone, especially the young ones, to know that they are placed by the Father under the authority of the Son, for it is His kingdom. 

    Well now, as I said, Solomon is a type of Christ as the Son of the Fathers love. He is the most interesting babe in the Old Testament. His history is given to us from the very outset, so that we might have a full view of Christ, in type, as the Son of the Fathers love. I do not know an expression that is, in a way, more interesting than that  the Son of the Fathers love. John says, We have contemplated his glory. The Word, he says, became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:14. One thinks with pleasure of the Lord, The Word as become flesh, moving about among men here upon earth. It is not that He visited among us, but He dwelt among us. He came within the range of men in that way  into their houses, mingled in their families, dwelt as a neighbour, so that He might become known to men. Hence John says, We have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father, John 1:14. It is not the Father there. It is an only one with a father; a figure that is intelligible to everyone on the earth, as one may say, for who is it who has not some idea of an only one with his father? 

    John contemplated the Lord Jesus as dwelling amongst men as an only one with a father. Who can undertake to define the details on which that statement was based? But He was known to the apostles, beloved, in that way. He was known as an only one with a father. So in chapter 1 of Hebrews, where the glory of Christ is unfolded before us so that He might become the supreme object of our hearts, we are told that God said, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son, Hebrews 1:5. This is a quotation, as I understand, from 2 Samuel 7:14, enforced as it is in Psalm 89, showing that Solomon is to be taken as a type of the Lord Jesus as the Son of the Fathers love. Throughout the book of Proverbs we have the rule of the Son of the Fathers love. 

    As I said, Solomon is the most interesting babe in the Old Testament. I do not wish to eclipse others, such as Isaac, but what you find is that when Solomon was born he received a name prophetically from Jehovah. He had the names of Solomon and Jedidiah at the same time. God Himself loved him, and he is nurtured in the light of what he was to Jehovah both by David and Bathsheba his mother. He was his fathers son; as he says, I was a son unto my father Proverbs 4:3  that is a word for young believers. It is not simply that he was Davids son, but he was a son unto him, which is a different idea. In contra-distinction to Absalom and others he grew up in his fathers affections and his mothers affections. As he says, Tender and an only one in the sight of my mother. Proverbs 4:3. So he is nurtured in tenderest affections in his fathers house, and is qualified to address himself to all those that are transferred from the authority of darkness into the kingdom. Hence this book of the Proverbs. 

    Now, having said all this to make the situation clear, I want to come to my subject, and that is  adjustment. I use this word because it is a very forceful one  an expressive one  as applicable to every believer. I suppose there is not a believer in the whole world who does not even now need adjustment, and we need it in order that we should be on the one hand ornamental, and on the other useful. The word comes to us thus severally as to how much we ornament the house of God, and how far we are useful in it. For the idea of a vessel, as we get it here, is that it is to be useful, and we all know how vessels may be ornamental at the same time as being useful, and that is the divine intent. 

    The idea is that there should be a vessel for the refiner, and one covets the thought of it. The word is applied peculiarly to Paul. I think he stands out, after Christ, as the ideal of heaven as a vessel. The Lord said of him, He is an elect vessel unto me. Acts 9:15. What an immense thing that was! And then He appointed him as a minister and a witness. I want you to note for a moment, beloved, the great thought the Lord had in that vessel. He appointed him a minister; that is, an official servant; not a slave, but one set up in dignity in service. And then He said further, and a witness; the two things go together. The idea of a witness is martyrdom, but service is carried out in authority. He is a vessel to be employed as a servant and a witness. 

    So that I take it the apostle Paul is our model after Christ. He was called from heaven; the light shone round about him from heaven; he received his commission from heaven; and he said, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. Acts 26:19. He is here now in entire subjection to Christ, and in entire availability to Christ. He is for use  he is sanctified, and meet for the Masters use, 2 Timothy 2:21. Think, dear brethren, of what the Lord had in that vessel. One never tires of referring to Paul as a model in that way. Well now, this chapter, as you will observe, was transcribed by the men of Hezekiah. It begins the third division of the book of Proverbs, and incidentally calls attention to the great gain of research  of diligence. These Proverbs had continued to exist in Israel for many years, and apparently no one obtained any good from them until the days of Hezekiah. I mention that because of the great importance of research  of inquiry. The Lord says, Search the Scriptures. John 5:39. We cannot do without that. Every line of Scripture was inspired of God, and is profitable  every Scripture; so that we cannot do without the Scriptures. It is not enough to know the Bible in all the versions; we have to search the Scriptures. John 5:39. 

    It says, the men of Hezekiah. That idea, I take it, corresponds with Solomons times. Happy are thy men, 1 Kings 10:8, 2 Chronicles 9:7 the queen of Sheba said; and Hezekiah has men. It is a great thing to get hold of the idea of men. The epistle to the Corinthians is mainly to bring that about in the Corinthians. They were babes. He said he could not write unto them as unto perfect. He could speak among the perfect the hidden wisdom that God had before the world prepared for those that love Him. Babes, on account of their state, shut themselves off from the precious hidden wisdom of God. But Hezekiah has his men, and they transcribed the Proverbs that are recorded in this chapter. What a find it was in those days! for Hezekiahs days, as our own, were days in which adjustment was needed. 

    This chapter opens up with the idea that God hides. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing  a very remarkable fact to stand out. If it is the glory of God to hide a thing, then we may be sure there are things hidden which have to be sought out. For God, in the exigencies of His nature, values the things that He has; and He conceals them in order to disclose them to those who love Him. God has revealed them unto us. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him, 1 Corinthians 2:9. Hence He conceals things. I mention this because it stands out in the forefront of this great principle of adjustment that there are things that God hides. 

    Then it says, The honour of kings is to search out a matter. That is, what God, in the exigencies of His nature, may hide, Christ searches out officially. We have to take in the idea of His mediatorship, and one feature is that He searches out things for us. Solomon himself represents the principle of a king searching out; he had right-of-way everywhere. If Solomon needed to investigate anything in Beersheba he could do so; he was king. If he needed to investigate in Dan he could do so. The king has right-of-way. Thus the Lord Jesus, having gone on high, is in a position to search out everything officially, and He does so in the gift of the Spirit. We have here the power of search: The Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God, 1 Corinthians 2:10. Think of what is within our range, dear brethren, on the principle of inquiry! As the men of Hezekiah transcribed these neglected Proverbs, so the inquiring believer, as having the Spirit, may reach the depths of God. 

    Then the next great principle that confronts us here is that of height. It says, The heavens for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable. You see, adjustment is not local merely; if I am to be adjusted I am standing in relation to the highest heights and the deepest depths. Think of the vastness of the divine thought, beloved! We are told that He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, Ephesians 4:10. How far who can tell? But I am to be adjusted in relation to Christ in that position. 

    Then it says, The earth for depth. You might inquire, Is that the crust of the earth? as geologists say. Which of the strata does that refer to? It refers to them all, and more. We are told that the Lord Jesus was three days and three nights  not in the crust of the earth  but in the heart of the earth. He could not go lower than that. The earth for depth; you say, Are you speaking geologically? No, I am speaking spiritually. The Lord Jesus Christ went down  He went down in love. As the thought of His descent enters into my soul it prepares me for the wonderful adjustment which God proposes. He lay three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. He went to the very lowest possible point in His love. Ephesians contemplates that, through ministry, we are to be brought to know the breadth and length and depth and height. Ephesians 3:18. Think of the depth! 

    I would urge everyone here to look at this  that your precious Saviour lay three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. Would you not like to see where He lay? The angel said, Come, see the place where the Lord lay, Matthew 28:6. We have to take account of it spiritually. He went down to the lowest possible depth, and we are to know it. So we have the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable; as one may say, The love of Christ which passeth knowledge. Ephesians 3:19. 

    The next thing, dear brethren, is, Take away the dross from the silver. That is a process that we have to submit to. Young people especially are very slow to admit the presence of the dross, but it is there, and in a large measure. The silver is there, too, thank God. It is there in everyone that is born again; but the dross has to go. It may be an irksome experience, but the Lord loves us too well to allow that to stay. As you see it go, you see the wisdom of His love. He seeks to have a vessel, and so the dross has to be removed. 

    Then it says, Take away the wicked. There are those who allow the wicked in their communion. You cannot have anything suitable unless there is the principle of taking away the wicked. The fellowship of Gods people repels the wicked. Remove the wicked person from amongst yourselves, 1 Corinthians 5:13. It is obligatory on every company of Christians in the world to remove wickedness. It has to be dealt with authoritatively. It is a question of the kings authority, otherwise there is not establishment. Things were tottering at Corinth because the wicked was allowed. He had to be removed, and he was removed, thank God. Then the door was open for God to come in and open up His heart to them, as we see in the second letter to the saints there. It was only a little while ago that, on the ship on which I was sailing, there was celebrated what is known as Holy Communion at seven oclock in the morning, and it was open to all. Think of that! Think of throwing open to all the precious symbols of the body of Christ and the blood of Christ! How can His throne be established when wicked persons are allowed to sit down and partake of the emblems? 

    Then it goes on to speak of our relations one with another. It says in verse 6, Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men. That is the next thing. This is a word to young men who would serve the Lord. May He add to their number! As Moses said, Would God that all the Lords people were prophets, Numbers 11:29. The need is great, but before we can serve we have to learn to take the low place. Put not thyself forth in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men. That is a principle of adjustment that every young man aspiring to service should take special notice of, because the Lord is over the house, and your place in it must be determined by Him. True enough that your gift merits room for you; it does, but nevertheless your gift does not determine your place in the house; the Lord determines your place there. The Son is over the house, and He gives you your place. No right-minded person would wish it otherwise; you want everything regulated by the Lord. Hence it goes on to say, for better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up higher, than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes see. There is a word; wait for that word from the Prince, Come up higher. 

    Then, as I said, it goes on to speak of our relations one with another. I must hasten through the following verse, Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. Here we have a word for everyone of us, for the tendency with us is to strive  to contend for our points and our cause; 

    and this verse enjoins us to avoid that. You may be put to shame; it may mean your ruin, for your pride may get the better of you and a brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city, Proverbs 18: 19. So that one has to be on his guard amongst his brethren about contending  about entering into strife. The principle of the house is that it is composed of sons of peace. Solomon means peace, and so the house is to be marked by that  by peace. 

    Then follows, Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself, and discover not a secret to another. If there is a cause between us, let us debate it in secret. Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself. What a simple and yet practical and effective principle this is! We have elsewhere, If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. Matthew 18:15. You see how practical all this is, that the saints should be adjusted in relation to the height and the depth, and then in relation to one another. So that you are to debate thy cause with thy neighbour by himself, and as it says, Discover not a secret to another, lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away. 

    Now, dear brethren, I have come to the end of what I call adjustment. We are set in relation with one another in the light and in the presence of supreme height and depth  the love of Christ in the depth to which He went, and the height to which He has gone. We are in the presence of that wonderful love. We are adjusted in relation to all that; we regard each other in that light, and now we look for ornamentation. It says, A word fitly spoken. How delightful to heaven it is that a company of Gods people should be set down thus adjusted! Then, a word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. How delightful to listen to a word like that! The house of God is ornamented by such words. Scripture abounds with them from the lips of Christ and from the lips of others. 

    Then the next thing is, as an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear. Under these conditions, dear brethren, we are allowed to listen to reproof. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; and heaven looks down as a brother seeks to gain his brother by reproof; and as that brother attends in subjection, it is like an earring of gold. As one bends over humbly and in subjection to hear a wise reproof, it is an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold. A wise man using his lips to convey a wise reproof, and an attentive ear receiving it, is likened to an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold in that way. 

    Thus in these simple practical ways, dear brethren, the house of God is ornamented. Then in the next verse, which is the last one I intend to speak on, we have what accrues to God under these circumstances. It says, As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him; for he refresheth the soul of his masters. In these simple ways we have the ornamentation of the house in vessels fitted for it, and then we have refreshment for the blessed God Himself in a messenger. The idea of a divine messenger is of immense importance, for it involves a question of trustworthiness. Is there one that God can entrust a message to? So a faithful messenger is like the cold of snow in harvest; he refreshes the soul of his masters. Notice the masters. Philip had two. You will remember the angel sent him, and then the Spirit of God sends him. So that the position of a servant is that he has masters, and in faithfulness he is like snow in harvest time; he is refreshing. He refresheth the soul of his masters. 

    I suppose the greatest accruement from the gospel address is what goes to God. I dont know how many preachings  gospel meetings  Noah held, or whether he held them at all. I do know he was a preacher, such a preacher that the Spirit of Christ is said to have preached in him. I dont know how many heard him, but I do know that he refreshed God. He had no converts as far as we know. The results of his service were outwardly small, but we may be sure of this, that during the 120 years of his service he refreshed the soul of his Master in his faithfulness. 

    I say that so that we might not be discouraged in our preachings. The first great principle in a messenger is to be faithful. As Paul says, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. Acts 26:19. He went from Jerusalem round about to Illyricum. He says, I have fully preached  marvellous statement of faithfulness  I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. Romans 15:19. How much refreshment there was for God in it! He was a sweet odour of Christ unto God in those who were saved and in those that perished; even in those that perished, for he says, We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved and in them that perish, 2 Corinthians 2:15. So that we have every encouragement to go in for adjustment, so as to be vessels for ornament and for use in the house of God. 
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    THE GLORY OF THE SON OF GOD (CAC 30)

    Psalm 2: 7 - 12; Genesis 22: 1, 2; Genesis 37: 3; 1 Chronicles 17: 11 - 15; Isaiah 9: 6, 7; Proverbs 30: 4

    CACThe great dignity of our Lords Person as in manhood is that He is the Son of God, and the great end of all gift and ministry is that we should come into the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God. And God was pleased, before His Son was actually found upon earth, to give intimations in the Old Testament of the great thoughts that would be connected with Him as bearing that wondrous name. Psalm 2 is the foundational scripture. It is perhaps the only scripture which directly attaches the title of Son to the Lord in the Old Testament. Therefore we do not wonder to find it quoted three times in the New Testament. There is something very impressive and striking in the fact that the Lord says prophetically, I will declare the decree. I do not know that there is any other scripture quite like that. It is a remarkable word as indicating a fixed and unchangeable purpose on Gods part. The great and marvellous reality that a divine Person would come into the world as Man, as born of a woman and bearing the title of Son of God, was the subject of an eternal decree. Everything for God and man depended on it. God would have an anointed Man, and that Man would be His Son. Nothing else that ever happened, or that ever will happen, is so great as that which has been thus decreed. It was the outcome of Gods determinate counsel, and He would have us to perceive the extraordinary greatness and dignity of this Person who should bear the title of Son of God. As born of the virgin He came into manhood and was addressed by God as His Son, begotten by Him. This took place on a particular day. That is, it is connected with time, not with eternity. This day; there was a specific day when the Son was begotten. As seen by Nathanael, He was confessed as the One spoken of in Psalm 2  the Son of God, the King of Israel. The prophetic statement of the psalm had become history when it was quoted in Hebrews l. The thing had come to pass; the decree, the eternal decree, had been carried into effect. 

    QuesIs the decree, then, connected with eternity, and the begetting of the Son with time? 

    CACYes, the decree goes back to eternal purpose and counsel in view of all that God had in mind to accomplish for His own glory and the blessing of the creature. It is most establishing and confirmatory to faith to see that God has secured everything for His own glory and for mans blessing by this decree. All hangs on the coming of a divine Person into manhood, as born of the virgin. The incarnation, as one has said many years ago, is the unshakeable pillar of the moral universe. 

    QuesWhat is the difference in the setting of Lukes gospel, and John 1? 

    CACIn Lukes gospel He is seen to have the glorious title of Son of God as found in the most lowly circumstances possible, as born of the virgin. His was the most humble nativity that possibly could be, but as contemplated in those lowly conditions He is spoken of as the Son of the Highest, and the Son of God. And as going with the repentant remnant to be baptised He was addressed by God as His beloved Son. It is as if the Spirit of God would clothe His humiliation with the greatest dignity and divine glory; The holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God. But in John 1 we see the Lord distinctly in relation to divine Persons. John speaks of Him as the only-begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father. That is His relation to the Father, and John, having said that, did not need to tell us that the Fathers voice came to Him. The other gospels tell us of the voice that came from the opened heaven and saluted Him as the beloved Son, but in John He does not need to be saluted; He is there in the most intimate nearness of relationship and affection. And then the One who sent John to baptise told him that the Person upon whom the Holy Spirit would descend and abide upon Him was the One who would baptise with the Holy Spirit. He is in the bosom of the Father, and His relation with the Spirit is that the Spirit comes down and abides on Him. He was a perfect resting place for the Spirit, so that both the Father and the Spirit are seen as having complete complacency in the Son as Man upon this earth. It is very beautiful, and it is of the utmost importance for us to realise that all this is connected with Him as having come within the range of our apprehension. It is a divine Person who has come into manhood, who can be contemplated, who can be seen and heard and even handled. A blessed Person brought into this world  begotten of God, His Son, His loved One  but He is within our range. We can apprehend Him, we can know Him as having that blessed title and character. 

    QuesHow do we apprehend Him as Son of God? 

    CACThe apprehension of Him as Son of God is the climax of what is spiritually possible. We have in John 9 a marvellous picture of a man who traversed what Mr. Stoney used to call steps in light; he got his eyes opened, and then he took steps in light. He took one step after another in the deepening knowledge of the One who had opened his eyes, until that One said to him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? That was the climax. Who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him? Thou hast both seen him, and he that speaks with thee is he. The result was worship; he became a worshipper of the Son of God, and we cannot really contemplate that Person without becoming worshippers. It is not a question of getting thoughts and ideas, but He is so glorious, so wondrous, He has such dignity, and yet withal He is so near to us in love that if we see Him at all we must worship Him. 

    QuesIs that the end of all the New Testament Scriptures? 

    CACYes, it is. Paul and John coalesce in the presentation to our faith and affections of the Son of God. 

    QuesDoes he remain as Son of God in manhood for ever? 

    CACSurely. Having come into manhood He never gives it up. So that as the Son He will eternally be placed in subjection, which shows that the Lord will never divest Himself of that peculiar glory which He has taken up in becoming Son of God in manhood, because if He did He would be invisible to us. But having become Man, and having become Son of God in manhood, He remains for ever Man, the object for our affections and our adoration. He is within our range as Man; that is His mediatorial glory. 

    QuesSo that you would say that God has come within our reach? 

    CACYes, through the Mediator, who was as Man the only-begotten Son in the bosom of the Father. There could not possibly be anything more intimate or more affectionate than the relation between that blessed Man and the Father. And it is said of that blessed One that He dwelt among us  He tabernacled among us. He came into the most blessed nearness to man, so that the great chasm that was between God and the creature is completely removed in the Mediator. 

    QuesA new relation in time? 

    CACYes, it is. The Spirit presents Him to us as a blessed Man in unique relation to God; no other man ever had the relation to God that He had; He was the only-begotten Son. Isaac is a type of Him in that character; Isaac is called Abrahams only-begotten son in Hebrews 11, though as a matter of fact Abraham had other sons, but the Spirit of God, having Christ in mind, will not recognise any other son of Abrahams but Isaac. So the blessed God says to him, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac; God takes no account of Ishmael. And the reason was the supernatural character of his birth. Isaac was the child of promise and of resurrection power; he was born entirely apart from the natural course of events, and in that way he was typical of the miraculous conception and birth of the Son of God who was the only-begotten Son. Isaac was the heir; he was typical of the One who, as loved by the Father, can take up all the wealth of God and hold it so that it may be available for men; but nothing could be taken up except on the ground of His death. And so this great thought is connected with the only son in Genesis 22, that he is to be offered up as a burnt-offering. As the Heir the Son of God had personal title to take up every thought of God in relation to man, but then, if He were to be divine blessing for others He must take all upon the ground of death, and so He has been offered up. He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all. We who had no personal title can be blessed in Him; our title is established by Another and in Another. 

    QuesIs that the great thought in connection with Jehovahs word to Abraham to offer up his only son? 

    CACIt must have meant very much to the blessed God to say that to Abraham, knowing that it was what He was going to do Himself. It is most important for us to get a great thought of the delight of God in that blessed Man, the absolute complacency of God in Him. In thee I have found my delight; it was that One who was wholly for Gods delight that has not been spared, He has been delivered up for us all. That is not a transaction taking place in the depths of Deity; it is a blessed Man, given in divine love, who comes within our view. We see the loved Son, we see what He is for the delight of God, and then we see the love of God manifested in that He was offered up. 

    QuesWould that command of God to Abraham set forth typically in time the decree that was in eternity? 

    CACYes, surely. And so Isaac is a type of Christ as the only-begotten Son, and the Heir, and the One who is offered up, and who subsequently gets a wife of His own kindred. Thus Isaac is peculiarly a type of the sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ as saints of the assembly know Him. In Psalm 2 we do not get all that, but we find that the One who is begotten is going to have the ends of the earth for His possession, and He is going to subjugate all His enemies. All will have to be subject to Him, and He is the One in whom men may put their trust. Men are called upon to kiss the Son, but we do not get His offering up in Psalm 2, or His getting a wife as in Genesis 24. 

    QuesIn Hebrews where the greatness of the Person is set out, we are exhorted to give special attention to what we have heard. Would that be the greatness of the Person come into manhood? 

    CACThe great point in Hebrews 1 is that God has spoken in the Son, in this great Personage, and all blessing and all knowledge of God depends upon our listening to the Speaker. 

    QuesWhen it says Heir of all things, is that the thought of Psalm 2? 

    CACIn Psalm 2 He gets the ends of the earth for His possession, but Heir of all things goes very wide; He is appointed Heir of all things, which brings in heaven as well as earth. Everything is to be inherited by Him; as Son of God He is great enough to be Heir of all things. As Heir of all things He gets a wife; the assembly is brought in to share the inheritance with Him, and that is how we come into all the wealth of God. The wealth of God consists in the thoughts of His love, and there is One in manhood great enough to inherit that, and He has gone into death in order that those who have no personal title to inherit anything shall on a righteous ground inherit with Him. All that He takes up as the Heir He is going to share with the joint-heirs. So that the greater sense we have of His dignity the more sure we are of the immensity of the inheritance which we share with Him. 

    QuesHow are we to understand John 13  being in His bosom? 

    CACThe bosom of the Son is open to those who love Him; they can have the most intimate place; there is nothing to hinder any one of us from being there. The only thing that is wanted is love  do we love Him enough to want to be there? You may say, There are things about me that would not suit that place; well, He will serve to remove all the things that would hinder us from being there, if we want to be there. What a blessed Person He is! 

    Isaac is typically Christ as the only-begotten Son and the Heir, and as the One in whom all nations are to bless themselves. We can only bless ourselves in Him. He gets a wife of those who are blessed in Him. Then the thought of pre-eminence is very much presented by the Spirit in Joseph; he is seen to be pre-eminent in his fathers love; we are told Israel loved him more than all his sons, and he made him a vest of many colours. He is seen to be publicly distinguished as pre-eminent in his fathers love. We can all see how beautifully that type was worked out in the Son of God. How God delighted to put distinction upon Him  His works and His moral perfection and all the way that He carried Himself before men. The Fathers voice and the descent of the Spirit were all like a vest of many colours; they spoke of the pre-eminent place that He had in the Fathers love. 

    We get in Joseph the thought of a pre-eminence that is acquired. Joseph acquired by his own worth his place of pre-eminence. Now that glory is very precious in the Son of God. Joseph by the excellence of the wisdom in which he could do things rose from the lowest point to the highest, and so great was that wisdom that he became the sustainer of life for his brethren and the whole world. Now the Lord has acquired pre-eminence in the affections of His saints by the extraordinary ability and wisdom which have been disclosed in Him to meet every conceivable need on our part. That is how He becomes pre-eminent and gets His place as Head with every one of us; it is by our seeing the extraordinary wisdom with which He can give effect to every blessed thought that was in the heart of God concerning us. When we see that, we not only believe that He is Head and accept the truth of it, but He acquires that place in our affections, and I believe that is a point of the very greatest importance. Josephs brethren began by hating him because of his pre-eminence in the fathers love, but they ended by being subdued to accepting his pre-eminence by discovering his ability to preserve them in life; they had been absolutely shut up to him. There was no other to whom they could turn; and every one who knows what it is to have life in the name of the Son of God will say He must be pre-eminent. How could I have life in His name and not accord Him the place of pre-eminence? When the Lord fed the multitude He was giving a little presentation of His ability to satisfy men, to bring men into life. As knowing Him thus He acquires the place of pre-eminence with us all. There is no part of His glory to be known by Israel in a coming day that is hidden from the assembly today; every ray of His glory that will shine out in the kingdom or in eternity is available for the saints of the assembly, because the assembly is His fulness. If there was something of His glory that was not known in the assembly, there would be an element of His fulness wanting, but the assembly is the fulness of Him who fills all in all. That shows clearly that every part of His glory should be the conscious possession and wealth of the assembly. His future glory is seen typically in Solomon: Isaac and Joseph and Solomon are the three great types of the sonship of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Old Testament, and it is evident that in each case they are types of what He is in manhood. 

    Solomon is a type of Him as the One whose kingdom will be established for ever. He will be established in Jehovahs house and kingdom for ever, and He will be Son of God in that relation. The kingdom will all be ordered, and every one of its features will be brought into being and maintained in being by One who is in the relation and dignity of Son. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. 

    RemThe Spirit seems to be specially bringing all this before us at the present time. 

    CACI believe that is so, and it will lead, under the hand of God, to great enlargement in the knowledge of the Son of God. The scriptures we have read show how great this Person is. The Spirit of God is here to glorify Him, to magnify His honours and dignities to the utmost; certainly not to take anything from Him, but to invest Him with every glory that rightly belongs to Him. His glories are such that they could only attach to a divine Person; they are such that if He were not absolutely God in the fullest sense it would be a moral impossibility for them to attach to Him. 

    We read in Isaiah 9 that unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. As the Child born He is the lowly One who did not disdain to come into the world at the lowest point of human weakness  to be born of a woman. But as the Son given He comes to be the great evidence of Gods favour to men, and to take up the government, so that divine rule may be brought in and established for ever where lawlessness has so long prevailed. The titles given here are titles of government, bringing out His ability to order everything here for the glory of God. But the Son is given: whatever greatness is bound up in the Son of God it is given to us. The great proof of the love of God to the world is that He gave His only-begotten Son. He was Himself standing there before Nicodemus when He said those blessed words that God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son. The only-begotten Son was present before the eyes of Nicodemus  the manifestation of the love of God in manhood; and we are welcome to appropriate Him in His greatness, which is expressed in His name. His name is called Wonderful; there is inscrutability about it; we can never fathom it. His Person is so great that no one knows Him but the Father. And then He is Counsellor; this sets forth the wisdom that is in Him to carry out in fulness and in permanence every thought of divine love. And He is the Mighty God; He is, as we have it in one of our hymns, of full Deity possessed (11:2). And He is the Father of Eternity; we love to think that the coming age is going to derive its character and its blessedness from the Son. He will impress His own character, His own parentage, upon every part of the vast scene of glory, He is the Father of Eternity. What pleasure God will have as having a Son who can bring into being, and sustain in being, a universe of bliss for His glory! And then He is the Prince of Peace. All these blessed and divine titles attach to Him in manhood. We could never penetrate the depths of unseen Deity, but God has been pleased to make known all that can be known of Him by creatures as bringing it within our reach in His Son in manhood. The holy secrets and the fulness of the heart of God have come to light in a Man; they are thus available to us. Most marvellous realities have taken place on the platform of the world and in time. The apostles had seen it; it was not something that took place behind the scenes in eternity, but We have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world (1 John 4: 14). Do not let us give that up; it is vital to the very constitution of christianity that we should see the greatness of the place of the Son of God in manhood. 

    Proverbs 30 brings us in a certain sense to the climax of it. It is a prophecy; I do not know that there is any more remarkable prophecy in the Old Testament than the verse we read together  What is his name, and what is his sons name, if thou knowest? That verse should have given the Jews a great subject of consideration, because it suggested that there was a Name which was as yet unrevealed. Agur knew the name Jehovah but in raising the question, What is his name? he suggests that there was a Name to be enquired into, to be thought of, which was as yet unknown  a Name that would only come out through the presence upon earth of the Son of God. The very fact of One being here having the name of Son brought out that the name of Father belongs to God; the very suggestion that God has a Son had wrapped up in it the making known of God as Father; if there was to be a blessed Man in the relationship of Son to God, it involved the making known of a Name that was never known before  the name of Father. That is the climax of the truth connected with the name or title of Son; it brings to light the full revelation of the blessed God as the Father. And, as we well know, 

    the making known of the Fathers name is linked in John 20 with the Son of God known as the ascending One. It is the Son of God as the One about to ascend who sent the wonderful message to His brethren by Mary Magdalene. That is, we get divine thoughts realised in their most lofty and heavenly character and fulness. 

    In Isaac we see the Lord as the risen One, in Joseph we see Him as the exalted One, in Solomon we see Him as the supreme One in the kingdom, but in Proverbs 30 we get the thought of ascension. How wonderful the thoughts of God are! How perfectly Scripture hangs together! We have, in an obscure way I admit, but definitely given by the Holy Spirit as a prophecy, the thought of One who ascends up into the heavens  who goes up to the very highest place, and who goes there because He first descended. It is remarkable that it speaks of His ascending first and then of His descending; the One who ascended could only do so because He first descended. The whole truth of His divine personality is there. He came down in a marvellous descent of infinite love, and brought all that belonged to heaven with Him  He went to the cross and was offered up, and as risen then He ascended up where He was before. The greatness of His person comes out in that He could descend, and then ascend up where He was before. We read all the Lords history here in the light of this. He was from above, and is therefore above all (John 3). And as the ascending One He made known to His brethren the most exalted name of God, the most affectionate Name that was ever made known to men. He can bring the Fathers name to us, and put it in our hearts, and make it by the Spirit the spring of affectionate response now and throughout eternity; the greatness of the Son comes out in His ability to do this. 

    QuesWhat is life in John? 

    CACIf we get the blessed Son of God before our hearts in His wonderful character and dignity we shall know something of what life is. These are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name (John 20: 31). This glorious Person is definitely given to us as an Object of faith and love, and as He becomes our Object we have life in His name; we live in all that which He has brought to us as the blessed gift of God. 

  
    WISDOMS CHILDREN (JT 6)

    Proverbs 30: 27; Matthew 5: 21 - 26

    It is on my mind to show how we are to walk together. You will observe that the locusts referred to here are one of four species of creatures that are said to be exceeding wise. Christianity is a dispensation in which wisdom shines. The gospels present to us wisdom personified in Christ, and the effect of the ministry of Christ was to produce children of wisdom, and these children of wisdom were to carry on wisdoms activities during the period of the absence of the Lord from the earth. 

    Among other things, what you find in the Acts is that the children of wisdom walk together. The word together is very prominent in the record, at least, the idea conveyed in it is. We are told that the Lord added to the assembly (probably it is added together) such as should be saved. In the light of that in the next chapter, you find two of them, Peter and John, walking up together into the temple. 

    It may seem a very insignificant matter that they should have walked up together, but they walked in wisdom to the temple, hence they walked together. 

    Now, there was a man lame from his birth lying at the temple gate, and here are two of wisdoms children walking together. It is a most remarkable incident in its bearing. There is human need at the gate of the temple, but the temple was unavailing; human need was unalleviated by the temple. Peter said to the man, Look on us. He did not say, Look on me. He said Look on us. 

    Look on whom? Two of wisdoms children walking in wisdoms dignity, walking together. 

    Now that is a pattern of the Christian dispensation in its bearing towards the need of this world. Suppose you contrast that with what we have today. 

    Here are two outwardly insignificant men, they have no silver, they have no gold, they have no learning according to man; they have no social or religious status; they have no political status, and yet they appeal to the man in need; and they say, Look on us. Now, contrast that with what we have become accustomed to. Suppose we, as outwardly responsible for and connected with Christendom, say, Look on us. What a spectacle! Is there any wisdom, any love, outwardly? The whole fabric is so far removed from that which Peter and John presented to that man, that it is utterly unrecognisable. We have to accept it; we cannot escape from it. Obviously it is wisdom on the part of Gods people at the present time to accept it; yet, if we are to be locusts; that is, among the wise but weak things in the world, our course is to go back to first principles. You only require another and yourself to get the working out of first principles. 

    In referring to first principles, I would for a moment suggest the idea of brethren. We can lift up our heads in regard of that precious designation. I know of no designation that one cherishes more than brethren, and what one finds in Scripture is that recovery is to that. Referring back for a moment to the Old Testament, Joseph is the type of Christ as having brethren. It is true that Isaac had brethren, and it is true that Jacob had a brother; but Joseph is singled out by the Spirit as the type of Christ as having brethren. Let me call your attention in this connection to the fact that at the first meeting of Joseph with his brethren he elicited from them the truth as to first principles. What was that truth? 

    It was confessed in this way: Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man. Not eleven brethren. Never omit from your mind or your heart any one of the saints. The confession made was remarkable, a forecast of the ultimate result of the meeting with Joseph. What a happy prospect for us as having come to the acknowledgement of the truth of brethren. You say, They are but few. Wait a bit; we shall find them all presently, and there will be many. The moment is fast approaching when the many, brethren shall appear. Judah and his brethren had not very long to wait to find the twelfth. They had only eleven; they confessed that there were twelve. Presently, Joseph the twelfth appears in glory. I ask you in passing whether you have come to that. For the moment I am not raising the question as to the state becoming to brethren. I want to come to that directly, but I do ask you whether you have come to recognise the principle that there are twelve brethren. What I mean by that is that the complete number exists; there is not one left out. 

    When we proceed with the narrative in Genesis we find that Judah is brought to the state becoming to brethren. It had been a long, I may say painful, process that brought him to it; but in the final crisis the state which is found in Judah is becoming to brethren. In this respect it is no question of having them all. The point is for you and for me to see to it that we are in the state of a brother. If the state suited to a brother is found in you, you will find others. Now Judah says to Joseph in the crisis at the end, My lord asked his servants, saying, Have you a father, or a brother? A wonderful question to be raised! Has it ever been raised in your soul? The question as to your Father and as to your brethren? That is a family question; that is not a national question. There is far too much national sentiment among Gods people. It is quite right to have national sentiment in regard to a holy nation, but where is the holy nation? Is this country a holy nation, or any other country today? There is none. Do not put up one against another; not one of them is holy; not one of them. The patience of God lingers over them, not on account of their holiness or their righteousness; the explanation of it is all found in the nature of God; He is long-suffering, not willing that any should perish. There is only one holy nation, and that is Gods people, who have His Spirit. But there is a family, and that family has one Father and it is composed of brethren. And so you find Judah evincing the state becoming a brother. He is prepared to be a bond-slave for ever for Benjamin. Is not that the spirit of a brother? How different when he became a party to the selling of Joseph. Now he is prepared to be a bond-slave for ever for his youngest brother Benjamin. The state becoming a brother is that which is seen in consideration for the Father and in consideration for the brethren. 

    Well now, having said all that about brethren, I turn to the passage in Proverbs, because in the light of Christianity it is really based on the relationship suited to brethren. The love that is becoming in brethren works out in such wise as to bring us into reproach in the world. The locusts are little but they are wise. Now wherein is their wisdom seen? It is seen in this, that they go forth by bands. In the economy set up in Pauls ministry the brethren were to go by bands. I want to show you how it came about in a simple, practical way. Because, although we can never, as a whole, hope to present anything in the way of public testimony now, we can return to first principles and maintain them in so far as we are in touch with our brethren. And I repeat, the more you find the state becoming to brethren the more brethren you will find. You never surrender in your soul the principle of the twelve. I use the number twelve as a symbol of the whole. So that you meet a Christian anywhere, and if you have evidence of his genuineness, he is one of the number. I want to show you how you are to treat the brethren. I refer to the passage I read in Matthew 5. Now the gospel of Matthew is distinguished from the other gospels, and among other things, by this, that it presents a new legislation. I have no doubt that Mark gives us a new kind of ministry, whereas Luke gives us a new order of things. Matthew gives us from the ministry of Christ a new legislation. Hence the Lord is seen in this gospel as going up into a mountain and sitting down and calmly setting forth a law for the government of His people. Now He comes to a phase of the law which has reference to brethren. How are we to regard them? How are we to speak to one another? The Lord begins by saying, Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill ... but I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. Now the Lord intends to convey by this teaching, that we are to regard each other not as in the flesh. I believe that the secret of all the dissension and dissatisfaction amongst the saints lies in taking account of each other as in the flesh. First of all you are angry without a cause; then secondly you say, My brother is vain; he is a vain fellow, Raca. He is vain if you look at him in the flesh. There is not one of us who is not vain after the flesh, and if you look at your brother in that light he is certainly vain. But what are you doing in looking at him in that light? You are uncovering his nakedness, and I leave it with you to find out from Scripture what that means. The Lord does not hesitate here to indicate to you the seriousness of it. I want you to follow what I am saying as to uncovering the nakedness of a brother. In Genesis 3 you have the idea of covering. God brought in a covering for both Adam and Eve, but in chapter 9 Ham would set it aside, and he became witness of the nakedness of his father; he disregarded the covering. 

    Now it is quite possible that a brother may expose himself. Alas! we are all too conscious of this danger. Noah exposed himself, he got drunk. You might say Ham had a very good reason for speaking about his father. Very well. The Spirit of God tells us that Canaan was cursed for it. Shem and Japheth, on the other hand, went backwards with a garment and covered the nakedness of their father. I refer to that so that you may see the importance of taking account of the saints as covered by Christ. If you habituate yourself to taking account of them as in the flesh you will come into judgment governmentally, depend upon it. The Canaanitish nations came under Gods curse for it. Cursed be Canaan, a servant of servants shall he be. And for what? For disregarding, for thinking and speaking lightly of the nakedness of his near relative. There is a heavy penalty attached to it, and so in the typical books you find that the uncovering of a near relative is prohibited with the curse of God. The opposite to that is that we look at each other as clothed with the glorious garment of Christ. How different a brother is now! You would not go without him now. So you come to the altar of God with your offering, Matthew 5: 23. What about your brother now? You remember him there. Depend upon it you will have cause to remember him there. And there rememberest that thy brother  thy brother  hath aught against thee. What about it now? He is your brother. Ah! you say he has no good reason to have anything against me; he has no reason to be angry with me. Is that the language of your lips? Well, your brother has aught against you; you must have him, he is your brother, he is one of the twelve, and God will not have a vacant space; they must all be there. You will remember how in the book of Deuteronomy, chapter 16, all the males are told to appear before God three times in the year. 

    You would not be there without one. Here is one man coming down from Dan, another coming up from Beersheba, another from the west of Naphtali; they are all together. You will remember again, as recorded in the book of Judges, chapter 21, how that Benjamin was missing. Rightly he had come under severe punishment, but the tribes felt the loss of their brother. It is a true sign of being with God in your soul when you feel the absence of a brother. 

    Well now, you have come to the altar of God, and your brother is not there. Well, you say, why is he not here? You kept him away. He has something against you, that is why. You say, he has no reason, but nevertheless he has something against you. 

    What are you going to do about it? God is raising the question with you. Go and get him. Depend upon it that is largely our responsibility today. We are to be set for the recovery of our brethren. God will take up their side some day, they will come to the altar; there is no hope for them if they do not. They may claim to be brethren, but if they do not come to the altar of God they have no claim to the title. But some day they will come; they will all come and then you may depend upon it that God will raise the question with them. But never mind, for the moment your brother is not there. The twelve are not together. Now the Lord says, Leave there thy gift before the altar ... first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. You do not bring him there, but you go and remove what hinders him coming. That is according to the Christian dispensation; and it is now a time of recovery, recovery to first principles. 

    Now the Lord proceeds to a stronger and more serious view of the situation. It is not now simply that the brother has something against you. There is an adversary. He has anger in his heart; he is against you. What about him now. Agree with him. Get into agreement with him. What agreement? Agreement to differ? No; that is the most abominable theory of the moment. To agree to differ with a man is a most abominable theory in the light of Christianity. How then are you to agree with him? You must bring him in the state of his soul to the truth as it is in Jesus. In Jesus the truth of a brother is seen. He is the real Joseph, the brother born for adversity. He had ten enemies, but he recovers them; ten of his brethren were his enemies, and he recovered them all. No one was left out. So the present time is the time of recovery. 

    But it comes about in one arriving in his soul at the true state becoming to brethren, and if he arrives at that state he must have them all. 

    Now it is in that way we come back to the idea presented in Proverbs 30: 27. We come back to the idea of a people who have no outward leader, no king. The locusts, it is said, have no king, yet they go together; they go in bands, and that is said to be their characteristic wisdom. The conies have wisdom, and the ants have wisdom, and the locusts have wisdom, and their wisdom is seen in the fact that they go together. They are together in heart. 

    It is a most painful thing to be agreeing to differ, or for the sake of outward appearances; to present a good front to others. The thought of God is that we should be free in our affections, Christ being the commanding object of each of us; as it is said, He is the Firstborn among many brethren. 

    The best way I know of to arrive at the truth of conditions in heaven is to apprehend what Christ is to His brethren, because that is a great feature in heaven, Christ with His brethren in the enjoyment of the Fathers affections. 

    May the Lord give us in these last days to cultivate the brotherly spirit! 

    Pages 319 - 407  The Body, Holding the Head, and Union, London, 1914 (Volume 23). 

  
    THE FAMILY OF GOD (JT 23)

    Proverbs 30:4; Proverbs 30:11-14; John 1:11 - 13

    I have in mind to speak about the family of God, which, as you will see by the passage in the first chapter of John, is composed of those who receive Christ. God makes Christ the test in every connection, and those who receive Him belong to His family. It was in His mind from the beginning to have a family, and so with that family in view, as the descendants of Noah had decided to turn away from Him, He blessed Shem. He curses one family in the announcement of Noah, and He blesses Shem, because in Shem there should arise a family suitable to Him, Abraham being in the direct line of Shem; so God blesses Shem, and in calling out Abraham (whose name signifies, Father), He speaks of him later as a wholly right seed. God intending to have a family wholly according to His own mind, He appeared to Abraham, we are told, which was a very great distinction, and subsequent developments bring to light the import of that appearing, for we have in Abraham a reflection of the heart of God in regard to his family. He, we are told, dwelt with Isaac and Jacob in tents, the heirs with him of the same promise. We have thus an indication, beloved friends, that God intends to dwell with His family. Hence how great a thing it is to belong to the family of God! 

    Now the book of Proverbs, in the passages I read, brings out the thought of a divine generation. It brings it out in the form of an enquiry, and then it calls attention to other generations that are very far from being divine. The Lord Jesus, when here, as you remember, in addressing the Jews, spoke of them as of their father, the devil  a terrible word, as employed by Him who knew. He, indeed, speaks in spirit here in classifying the generations of mankind. He heads them up in four connections  four characteristics  and in dwelling on these it is for each of us to determine whether we belong to these four generations, or whether we, as receiving Christ, belong to the divine generation. 

    You see the writer of this chapter has the peculiarity of being an enquirer. The book is generally authoritative, but an honest enquirer is a man that is sure to get light. And so in enquiring as to who ascended and who descended, and who his son is  what his name is  he is led to take account of things on the earth among men as they are. It is well that we should, as it were, look into the result of this remarkable mans observations, for he goes beneath the veneer of society. He looks down below the ordinary civilities and amenities that mark the society of this world, and he gets to the root of things, and classifies his observations under four distinct heads. For these generations are not compatible with Him who ascended and who descended  He it says, gathers the wind in His fists and binds the waters in a garment. If such a one as this has a generation, that generation must be in accord with Him; and we believers in Christ, we receivers of Christ, have come into the family of Him who ascended. It is a question, beloved friends, of the revelation of God, and that is what I want to present for a moment, for no word can be regarded as a gospel address which fails in bringing out in some sense God, as revealed in Christ. As we apprehend Him thus revealed, we have some understanding of the family that He brings into existence and recognises. So the word is, Who has ascended up into heaven? Is there any of the sons of Adam that can do that? And is there any who can descend, and who can bind the wind in his fists, as it says, who can bind the waters in a garment! Not one of all the sons of Adams race correspond with this. We are in the presence here, beloved friends, of God  of God in Christ. He who said, I ascend, and, again, Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth (Ephesians 4:9). 

    God has come out in Christ. The One who ascended, descended. The ascension denotes His power  His dignity; His descending denotes His love. Would that I could speak to you of the love, beloved friends, that led Him to descend! How far did He descend? Into the lower parts of the earth, we are told. How low? To the very centre of the earth. You say, Impossible: geologically impossible! Let no one speak thus: as the Lord Jesus Himse]f says, As Jonas was three days and three nights in the whales belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matthew 12:40). Into the very heart of the earth He went  to the very lowest point, in His love. Would that I could convey, as I said, to you, the love that led Him to descend! Not only to express His own love for us, but the love of God! For we read, God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son (John 3:16). In giving Him up, you see, He gave Him up to go down to the depths. Think of what it was to give His beloved Son  His only beloved Son  that He should go into the heart of the earth. Well might the sun cease to shine! Well might darkness cover the face of the earth as Jesus suffered, in His love, the full penalty of sin! It became God, we read, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings (Hebrews 2:10). Think of those atoning sufferings! He went down to the heart of the earth. No one can go lower. 

    But then not only did He descend, but He gathered the wind in his fists. I wish you to dwell for a moment on this remarkable figure. It refers to the power of Satan. The wind is a symbol of Satanic influence (not always, I admit). But it is so used. You remember in the lifetime of our Lord Jesus Christ here, as He was asleep in the boat, the wind arose and the sea became agitated. It refers to Satanic power, which would fain have engulfed Him and the boat and all in the waters. He arose, we are told, and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, Silence; and those who witnessed the occurrence said, Who then is this? (Mark 4:39,41). Think of the power of the Son of God, as it is said here, He gathered the wind in his fists. As one may say, He can control and hold firmly the power of Satan, and not only the power of Satan but the power of death. In regard to Satan, we read, He has annulled him through death, who had the power of death. 

    And then as it says here, who hath bound the waters in a garment? All this refers to what the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished. He has exhausted the judgment of God, beloved friends, in descending. As a consequence He has limited the power of Satan, and He gathers the waters in a garment. Death itself is controlled. And so now the gospel is appearing, and standing here tonight I am, thank God, in the light of all these things. I know that the Lord holds Satans power in His fists, or we should not be here tonight; and, moreover, I know that He has death in His hand, so that it cannot be used against His people, save at His pleasure. We who belong to the family of God, die in the Lord. We are put to sleep, if we die ere He comes, through Jesus. It is a remarkable fact that, whilst the immediate descendants of Adam are all said to have died, however long one lived, even to 969 years, it says, he died  he died. Yet, when we come to the generation of Shem, we read of the longevity of each patriarch, but the expression, he died, is omitted. The Spirit of God does not emphasise death in the line of the family. In John 11, where death occurs with a member of the family, Jesus proceeds to render it null and void. There is no death, beloved friends, in the family of God. Death has no power there. If we die, as we speak of it, we are put to sleep through Jesus. How precious for us! We can well understand it. He in His love went down to the very heart of the earth for us  where destruction and death were; yea, where, as we are told, the Jordan was driven back. What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? (Psalm 114:5). All the power that disposed of these enemies is available to the family, and, as I said, if one of the family die, like Lazarus, Jesus is available. He is at the graveside. He first places Himself beside the mourners, and then He is at the graveside, and He calls Lazarus out. 

    Well now, you see it goes on to say, what is his name, and his sons name? Now we arrive at the Son, for that is what comes to light, beloved friends. He is declared  Jesus is declared to be Son of God, with power by resurrection from among the dead. Gods name has been fully vindicated in all that; but now we have the Son. We can tell now: it is no longer a question of mystery, the Son of God has come to light, beloved friends, through resurrection. He is declared to be the Son of God, with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from among the dead. That is His Sons name. And the Son brings in the family. 

    Jesus would say to you tonight  He would impress upon you tonight  that He thought of you when He died. The Son of God, beloved friends, is come on Gods account, and His purpose is to bring in a family according to God. Are you prepared tonight for the proposal that He would make to you? He wants you. You see it is said in Genesis 14:21 that the king of Sodom wanted the persons. He says to Abraham, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. That will not do at all, beloved friends. The Son of God is come and He wants persons. He has given Himself for you and He wants you. He intends to bring you into the family of God. What an immense thing  what an immense proposal! But then, as I said, these other generations must be exposed. For God does not intend that His family should be found perpetually in relation to these other generations. And so the prophet here proceeds (this is a prophecy) to call attention to four distinct generations, and these generations, as we shall see, I hope, are not of God. They are not of God. Look at the first of them. 

    There is a generation, it says, that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother. Is there the least suggestion of a divine generation  a divine family  of divine traits in that? Disobedience to parents is a mark of the present time. Are there children here tonight who are in any way marked by this? It says, they curse their father and do not bless their mother. We have arrived at apostasy  apostasy has set in, and one of the marks of it is disregard of parents. 

    I would speak to young people here, for God has placed authority where it is least felt. It is least felt in those who love you. It is easier to recognise authority in your parents than in others, for they love you. Hence the action of the will in cursing the father and not blessing the mother. But then, he proceeds, A generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness. These are not children. These comprise, alas! millions. A generation pure in their own eyes and not washed from their filthiness  pure in your own eyes  of what value is that? Do you know that you have to meet Gods eyes? Do you know that in the final analysis you have to meet God? And He is of purer eyes, we are told, than to behold iniquity. How, then, do you hope to stand before those eyes? We read of the eyes of the Son of God as a flame of fire. How shall you stand that gaze? You are pure in your own eyes, and you are not washed from your filthiness. Oh! I say, if there is such an one here, let me speak to you. You have filthiness, and you see amiss. You are blinded by your own self-importance and religiousness. You do not see as God sees, that all your righteousnesses are as filthy rags, as the prophet says. As Job said when he heard God, I am vile (Job 40:4). When he heard Him speak even, he said he was vile; and when he saw Him, he said, I abhor myself (Job 42:6). 

    I call upon you tonight, in the name of God, to abhor yourself. God calls upon you to abhor yourself  to be foolish no longer. You are vile, and yet you are pure in your own eyes. You are not cleansed from your filthiness. God calls upon you to judge yourself. He has the means of cleansing. He has opened a fountain of cleansing for you in the blood of Jesus, which cleanseth us from all sin. 

    And then, again, it says, There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up. They are full of pride  they are not on the level of ordinary men and women. Pride is perhaps the most prominent feature of our nature. We all have to admit it. The pride of life, the little bit of family, the little bit of education, the little bit of money, the little bit of intellect  we wrap ourselves in all these things, and we look lofty. Oh! how small in the divine eye  worms really of the dust. Think of the degradation of that word, Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return (Genesis 3:19)! Where, then, is the occasion for pride? 

    And with this generation you have another, as it says, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men. You may be sure, where this loftiness exists, that there is lust, and your lust will lead you to take away the lives of others. You say, Never. If you get the opportunity, you will not be any different from those who have risen to power in this world on the dead bodies of their fellow men. There is no difference, beloved friends; we are all alike. There is a generation full of pride, and their eyes are lofty, and their teeth as swords, and they would take away the poor from among men  they have no respect for their fellow men  they are not in accordance with the Mediator who gave Himself a ransom for all. Jesus gave Himself for the poor whom you are destroying. 

    You may think I am very scathing, beloved friends, but I am quoting Scripture, and the Spirit of God here exposes to us what we are as born after the flesh, so that we might judge ourselves, and see how we can be right with God, and how we can come into the family of God. 

    Well now I go on to the gospel of John, just to show you how the family of God came to light. It says that Jesus came unto His own, and His own received Him not. In that statement you see of what little value mere religion is. Unless one is really born again, one will not receive Christ. You say, Well, I cannot effect this. No, God has to work in you. But if you are a Christ rejecter until this present time, then I say you are not born again, and that is a most serious thing. The Lord said to Nicodemus Ye must be born again (John 3:7) Do you accept it? If you see these four generations of which I have spoken as wholly unsuitable to God, then you will say something must happen. Yes, beloved friends, something must happen. As the Lord says, ye must be born again. There is to be a wholly new start, and God has to begin, and He does begin. 

    And so, as I said, He came unto His own  to the most cultured people on earth  the most religious people on earth  the most favoured nation on earth, 

    according to the flesh  sons of Abrahams race  the Messiah came to them, and walked amongst them  He performed miracles amongst them  He made God known amongst them  never a man spake like Him amongst them, and yet they received Him not. 

    It may be there are those here who have had like opportunities. You have heard about Christ  you have heard the gospel, but you have not received Him. I challenge you tonight  Have you received Him? He is the test. Of what value is all your training  of what value is all your privilege  if you are a Christ rejecter? He came to His own, and His own received Him not. 

    But then it goes on to say, As many as received him. Most of us here tonight have received Christ. Do we take any credit for it? No. We should never have received Him were it not that we were the subjects of the work of God; but nevertheless we have received Him, and we have come into the family, and we want you to come. There is only one way, and that is by receiving Christ. God presents Christ. He is the test. If you refuse to receive Christ, you do not belong to the family of God. You are outside the family of God. 

    Let me appeal to you tonight to receive Him. He is presented to you to be received. It says, As many as received him. We are not told how many. There is plenty of room. There are no limitations. As many as received him  are you prepared to decide now? Is He not worth your consideration? 

    Most of us, as I said, have received Christ, and we have had the right to take the place of children of God; so that now we belong to a fifth generation, and this generation is to supplant all the others. Not one of the others is to remain on this earth. They are brought to light so as to be condemned  so as to be convicted and condemned, and room is thus made for the family of God. There is to be no other. 

    I am not overlooking that there will be families in Gods world. I am speaking now of the one family of which John speaks  the children of God. They have come to light by receiving Christ. The family has been added to by millions since that day, and, as I said, most of us here tonight belong to it, and we belong to it because we have received Christ. 

    And so the Spirit of God goes on to say  to explain  which were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. As having received Christ, it has come to light that we are born of God, so that you can see what a family we belong to! What a family, beloved! And it is open to you tonight to receive Christ, and to believe on His name. And God gives you the right to belong to that family, and we who belong to it already shall greet you. We shall quickly recognise you as worthy members of the family of God. It is simply on the ground of receiving Christ, believing on His name, as it says here. God accords to you the right to belong to the family, and so you escape the consequences of the guilt of these other generations to one of which you surely belong, if not to all. 

    And so, dear friends, I leave the matter with you. As Jesus came to His own, and His own received Him not, so those who received Him had the right accorded to them of being in the family as the children of God. 

    Then the same writer says later, Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the children of God (1 John 3:1) We are known in heaven by that distinctive name as the children of God. It doth not yet appear or is not yet manifested what we shall be, but when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. How will you see Him, sinner? Every eye, we are told, shall see Him. If you die in your sins, you will see Him as a Judge  you will not be like Him, as you are not like Him now. As belonging to these four generations, you will not be like Him then, and all your lofty looks will be dissipated. You will have to take your place, for it says that the small and great will stand before God, and you will see Him. 

    Our hope is that we shall see Him as He is. You will see Him as He shall be, that is, as a Judge. He is not that yet. We shall see Him as He is  in all that represents the love of God, and the glory of God  and we shall be like Him. What a prospect! 

    May God help you to receive Christ, and thus come into this family! 
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    POWER IN RELATION TO THE TESTIMONY OF GOD (JT 24)

    1 Corinthians 2: 3 - 5; Proverbs 30: 29 - 31; Numbers 23: 21; Numbers 24:7; Numbers 24:17-19

    I wish to call attention to the great importance of power if we are to be effective in the testimony of God; and in speaking of power from this point of view one is reminded of the secret of it as indicated in the book of Joshua. The Israelites ere they undertook any enterprise in the testimony were to begin with Gilgal, where they were typically shorn of all that marks the flesh, reminding us that the flesh profits nothing in the service of God; and so many of us, if not all, who have been in any way effective have under the government of God had to taste death. Any one who essays to undertake the service of God apart from tasting it will prove his error sooner or later. 

    The apostle Paul, I believe, stands out in the New Testament as a model for us; he saw in the life and service of Christ true leadership in service; as of old, Gideon said to his three hundred men, Look on me, ... as I do, so shall ye do, Judges 7: 17. What he did was to break his pitcher, and the three hundred had to do likewise or the victory would have been jeopardised; but they did likewise, and the victory was complete. The apostle Paul, in outlining the character of his ministry, and of himself as a minister, calls attention to the discipline through which God had caused him to pass; indeed before he wrote his second letter to the Corinthians he tells them that in Asia he had despaired even of living; 2 Corinthians 1: 8. God was preparing him to write the second epistle. It was a question of winning the confidence of the Corinthians. 

    Ministry today has to be carried on in relation to those most of whom have little or no confidence in the ministers. I am not speaking of those who walk with us in the fellowship; but ministry is not for them alone; ministry is for the whole assembly. It does not say that God has set certain in fellowship, but that He has set certain in the assembly; 1 Corinthians 12: 28. He has set the gifts in the assembly and their ministry has the whole assembly in view; but most of those who form the assembly have little or no confidence in those who are walking in the truth, and who are seeking to minister it. Ministry, therefore, is extremely difficult at the present time, and we shall prove this to our sorrow if we undertake it lightly, if we undertake it in natural effort or ability. We have to learn from our great Leader, if we are to minister effectively. The Lord Jesus Christ had to carry on His ministry amongst those who had little or no confidence in Him, but He was not daunted. We find Him in Johns gospel ministering in Jerusalem, for John would present to us the most sterile soil, as corresponding with that with which we have to do; so the Lord is seen in this gospel ministering in Jerusalem where there was little or no sympathy with Him. We have to learn, beloved friends, to minister after this fashion. 

    I need not go over the incidents in Johns gospel which illustrate the ministry of Christ; they are well known; I just refer to them as bearing on Pauls ministry. He had his eye on his great Leader, and as Jesus went down into death to serve those whom He came to serve, notwithstanding their want of sympathy and interest, so every minister has to learn how to serve without sympathy, and even without interest. The apostle Paul was helped by discipline to write this second letter, by which he intended to secure the confidence of his Corinthian brethren; he had lost it to a great extent, not through his fault surely, but through theirs, and so he says, I shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved. But be it so, 2 Corinthians 12: 15. He had despaired even of living  such were the straits into which he had come under the discipline of God in his ministry; but he says, We had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead; who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver, 2 Corinthians 1: 9, 10. So that he comes up out of death  a veritable death  to write this letter, and in it he calls attention to the breaking of the pitcher. 

    And so, as we serve, the Lord would have us to serve after Himself as a pattern, and after the pattern of him who came nearest to Himself, even Paul. He says: Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus  what a mighty fact in a mans history!  that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body, and then he says, We who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So he goes on, We ... believe, therefore also we speak. What power would mark the speaking of one who was thus characterised as a broken pitcher, as one who bore about in his body the dying of Jesus! 

    Now it was on that principle that Paul ministered at Corinth from the beginning, although it was greatly accentuated in his second letter; hence he was a fit vessel to bring in the new covenant  to bring it in in power, in the spirit of liberty, in the spirit of the Lord, as he says, Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. There was the power of a king in him in that epistle, against whom there is no rising up. 

    I want now to show you that the book of Numbers, in the section from which I have read, is based on the gift of the Spirit. Chapter 21 records that in their experience the people had come to Beer, to the well of which it is said, Spring up. O well; sing ye unto it. The princes of the people digged the well with their staves, by the direction of the lawgiver. Note that; that is to say, the Spirit as received into our souls is in relation to the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are not given power to be exercised at our own wills; we are given power to be exercised under the direction and control of the Lord Jesus, so that it is at the direction of the lawgiver. We are to move here within those limits; there is no room for the exercise of our own wills. Simon Magus would have paid a high price in money for the Spirit. Why? It would have given him greater power than he had ever wielded, although he had wielded power. He had astonished people with his magic arts, but he sees in the Spirit a power greater than that, but he was in the bond of iniquity, and so is any one who would use the power of the Spirit at his own will. The Spirit is given in relation to the authority of the Lord Jesus, and it is to be wielded here in subjection to Him, and as thus wielded we take on the character of the king. 

    So I wish to connect these verses in Proverbs with the passages in Numbers. First we have three things which go well, yea, four that are comely in their going. I want to show, beloved brethren, how we arrive at the thought of power, which the thought of a king represents. It is not a question here of an official king, but of one who has moral power, and that is what God intends to be developed primarily in the assembly. He looks for the development of moral power in us, and so these four stately things culminate in the one  that is in the king, against whom, as it is said, there is no rising up. 

    Now the first is a lion, and I believe that the features of the lion appear as the Holy Spirit is recognised as received in the believers soul. There were four things that disquieted the earth  four odious things which are easily compared with conditions with which we have to do at the present time; and then there were four little or weak things which, as we all know, correspond with the position of Gods people at the present time. We do not occupy, nor do we seek a place of conspicuousness in this world; wise, but weak things surely describe the people of God in this day. But then there are the stately things, and these refer to the saints in their service in the testimony of God. It is well to accept our littleness and our weakness, but at the same time it is also well to see that the possession of the Spirit of God involves power, and power against which there is no rising up, against which all the power of the world combined cannot raise up its head. 

    I want to make that clear, and to make clear too how we come into this power, for without it our testimony cannot be effective. So the first feature  the lion  should, I believe, appear in the youngest believer who has the Spirit, and who confesses the Lord Jesus. Many are in soul difficulties because they do not confess, but in confessing the Lord you raise your standard, you are not afraid of the face of man, you have come into the light of the Lord Jesus in heaven, you have come into the light of the great fact that the Holy Spirit has been sent down by Him, and that the Holy Spirit is greater than the world power, Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world (1 John 4: 4), and thus you confess the Lord Jesus, and that is the act of a lion. You are not to underrate what that may involve; it will involve conflict, but no one is of any value until he faces the enemy. As you face him and confess the Lord Jesus, you realise that you have got more power than the enemy; he flees from you; he has no power against you as you confess boldly the Lord Jesus Christ. The righteous are bold, it says, as a lion (Proverbs 28: 1), and so is the youngest believer as he apprehends the gospel, as he apprehends righteousness, and confesses the Lord boldly and finds he has power; he turns not away from any. I speak thus for young ones, because it is the commencement of spiritual power when you begin to realise what you are possessed of, as you openly and courageously confess the Lord Jesus in your home circle, and particularly in your business circle. 

    Then the next thing which has a stately step is the war-horse. He represents aggressiveness. The lion stands his ground, he turns not away from any, but the horse according to Job is aggressive: He ... cannot contain himself at the sound of the trumpet ... and he smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting (Job 39: 24, 25); he is not deterred. He goes forward notwithstanding the sword and the spear; he mocketh at fear and is not affrighted. He knows the issue, and he is present whenever a conflict is on for the truth; he is never away in the background; he discerns that the issue is the truth, and he comes forward: He paweth in the valley and rejoiceth in his strength. It is the believer consciously possessed of the Spirit. He knows the power he has, he knows what he has received it for, and he is not afraid to use it; so he is present in power for the maintenance of the truth of God, for that is the issue  there is no other. The world may have its issues, but for him there is no issue other than the truth; it is a question of the truth, and no one who loves Christ will fail to use every bit of power that he has for the maintenance of what belongs to Him. 

    The next is the he-goat. The goat is a creature that can isolate himself, and does. I have no doubt he represents the believer here as able to retire into the presence of God. Many of us began well, we made a good confession and came out in the conflict, but if we fail to retreat into the presence of God, we fail to maintain a secret relation with God by prayer, and hence we lose our power, and thus come under the influence of men. Many have suffered thus  living with the brethren merely, living in the presence of the brethren, living in the success of our service, eating, as it were, our own fat, and as a consequence have lost our power. Whereas the he-goat is a stately thing. 

    Moses, I suppose, is one of the best illustrations of what is set forth in the he-goat; he was on the mount with God; Aaron was with the people; Moses came down from the mount from being with God. What an experience was his! He was forty days with God, and he neither ate nor drank; what room there was in him for God! Down in the valley the people were eating, and drinking, and playing, and making the golden calf  all these things go together. Moses neither ate nor drank, he lived by God. Man shall not live by bread alone, the Lord said, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. And what words were proceeding out of the mouth of God as Moses was with Him there upon the mount! never had a man heard such words. There were portrayed before him by the words of God Himself all the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; all were opened up to him; he lived upon them. And as he was with God his very being, as I may say, was saturated with the thoughts of God. How wonderful! What a man he was as he descended that mount! How he besought the Lord his God for the people! He interceded for them with God before he entered the camp; but when he did enter no one could stand before him. There were possibly two millions of people there, but there was not one that could rise up in the presence of Moses; he is the king, for the goat culminates in the king  the man of moral power. He ground the calf into powder and strewed it upon the water, and compelled the people to drink of it as from the brook. Such was Moses; such is a king according to God; no one can rise up against him. 

    Now that is the beginning of what we have developed in Balaams prophecy; from that point Moses advances and goes forward until it is said that he is king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were gathered together; Deuteronomy 33: 5. It was not a question of his being made or crowned king; he was never made a king; he was a king morally by being with God, and the shout of a king was with him. How we need that, dear friends. The Holy Spirit is brought in figuratively in chapter 21, and Balaam looks at the people, and note that in his prophecies it is of the people he is speaking. As one thinks of the companies of the Lords people, one is entitled to look at them from the standpoint of the possession of the Spirit. We can only look at them according to God as we look at them from that standpoint  from the top of the rocks. We must dismiss from our minds for the moment what they may be according to the flesh, and look at them from the standpoint of the Spirit. And so as one thinks of the Lords people, moving about among them, as one has the privilege to do, one thinks of what there is there. 

    First we have the shout of a king: The shout of a king is among them. A shout expresses victory. We all know how it was said at Jericho, Shout; for the Lord hath given you the city. They had only to shout, all the rest was done by God. So Balaam here sees the people from the standpoint of the Spirit and the shout of a king is among them. It is for us to consider, dear brethren, whether in our several localities there is the shout of a king among us. What I have said indicates how such a thing is reached. It is a question of the Spirit, the Spirit being recognised. But more than that, for the first prophecy of Balaam refers to the separation of the people  The people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. The admission of worldly influences deadens the power of the Spirit. If we are to have the shout of a king, there must be the rigid refusal of worldly principles and associations. Severe isolation from the world is the secret of this of which I speak. 

    So the second prophecy contemplates the power which is the result of this: The shout of a king is among them ... he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn. So as one has part in any local meeting where there is separation, where the Spirit is recognised, where the flesh is refused, you find the strength of a unicorn  you find power; whereas where worldly principles are admitted, where separation is not maintained, where the Spirit is not recognised, you will find things limited and hampered, and no results. So that it is a question for us in our localities as to whether there are the evidences of power among us. 

    Then in the third prophecy we have, His king shall be higher than Agag, that is to say, the power that is amongst us is not built up after the flesh. Agag represents the flesh. I have no doubt that the systems around us are marked by their Agags  their men of power, for it is undeniable they have men of great power, as it is said elsewhere, There were giants ... in those days. These mighty men, men of renown, sprang from an unholy alliance  from the sons of God and the daughters of men. We cannot deny the power that exists around us from such alliances; but the power of the Spirit is greater. Not one of them can hold his ground in the presence of Israels king  His king shall be higher than Agag. We see the superiority the Holy Spirit gives us as we recognise Him. The apostle Paul fought with beasts at Ephesus; he fought with them, but he was not overcome by them. No one could stand in the presence of Paul; he had power by him to bring down strongholds and everything that exalted itself against Christ; he was higher than Agag. He had weapons of warfare, mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, and the casting down of every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God. 

    Then in the fourth prophecy we have a Star and Sceptre spoken of. I need not remind you of the progress thus made. As the Spirit is recognised there is the shout of a king, then there is superiority over men of this world, however great  higher than Agag; and then there is the Star and Sceptre. There shall come a Star out of Jacob. The Star suggests much to us. It suggests the reflection of light. There is not only power, there is the radiation of light. The light that is radiating at this present time is the light of the coming day  a day we are on the very threshold of. This is a development that every servant, every Christian should have before him  that there should be the radiation of light, the light of a star. It is the reflection of Christ thrown in on the present darkness, the harbinger of a day that is nearing. How important to see what God is leading up to, what great thoughts He has, and how they are worked out in the recognition of the Spirit! We see what is before us, what we may reach under the hand of God as we are content to let the flesh go. There is the Star; we see things in the light, the light of Christ is brought in on everything. It is now a question of Christ; everything must be regulated by Him. It is a question of the light of Christ being brought in in the star. That light which is about to burst on this world is already radiating in those who recognise the Spirit. It is a wonderful thing the idea of the Star, and then there is the Sceptre. A Sceptre shall rise out of Israel. The sceptre suggests the principle of the rule of Christ; it is not simply that we have His commandments; it is that He is influencing us, so that all is dominated by Him. 

    And then He disposes of the corners of Moab shall smite the corners of Moab. It is not now a question of defence, but of aggression. He deals with the pride of this world, and again with the children of Sheth, or the sons of tumult of which the world is full; but we are in the light of Him who is to dispose of all that. He shall destroy all the sons of tumult. As a matter of fact, this fourth prophecy is the solution of what is called the Eastern question. Taking it prophetically, it refers to what the Lord will do in the latter days. He will dispose of Moab and Edom and all these ancient enemies of Israel, until we see the ships of Chittim afflicting Asshur and Eber for their destruction. It is the solution of the Eastern question. 

    I do not, however, wish to speak of prophecy, but it is well to see how the Lord Himself will come in through Israel, for it is Israels king that is in view, and the exploits of Israel as having the Spirit. Through Israel He will deal with all the ancient enemies of Israel which were in immediate proximity to them. The Western powers are dealt with otherwise, and so is the Northern power, but the Star and the Sceptre dispose of all the immediate surroundings of Israel, so that Israel will triumph. 

    With ourselves, the star is the light of Christ being reflected at the present time. I wish I could make this point clear. It is a Colossian suggestion. Romans and Corinthians synchronise as unfolding the authority, the commandments of Christ, but Colossians is Christ Himself; it is being in the light of Christ; As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, it says, so walk ye in him. It is Himself  it involves headship. So in this fourth prophecy, I apprehend, the Star contemplates the light of Christ radiating in His people, and the Sceptre is His own direct influence; it may be through His people, nevertheless, it is Christ, and the more we advance in the truth, the more we look for the direct influence of the Lord. We come back, therefore, to the assembly as it was set up by Paul; we have come back to our Head and we His members, so that the light of Christ is reflected in His body. In the sceptre there is the rule of Christ, but I would very much prefer to be ruled by His influence, than by His commandments. I begin with His commandments, but I want to come under His influence  the influence of Christ. In his shadow have I rapture and sit down, Song of Songs 2: 3. It is the direct influence of Christ. 

    How important it is to learn to be restful under that influence. Perhaps one of the greatest needs amongst us is the keeping of the Sabbath, so to speak, the coming under the influence of Christ, so that we are restful in His presence. In his shadow have I rapture and sit down. I am not to live in my service, however successful; I am to live under the immediate influence of Christ  His left hand under my head, and His right hand embracing me. How immediate it all is, and so there is the Star and the Sceptre, the reflection of Christ and the rule of His influence. Thus, I believe the Lord would set out what is before us, what is attainable as we proceed on the line of the Spirit and disallow the flesh. We arrive at kingly power and the light of Christ radiating as from the star in these dark days. 

  
    HOW WE OUGHT TO RECEIVE THE WEAK (JT 27)

    Proverbs 30:29 - 31; Romans 15:1 - 7

     Our subject this morning was the kingdom as it is presented to us in Christ, when He said to Pilate that He was born to be King. We considered Melchisedec, Moses and David, as illustrations of what the king is and of the kingly office which is presented to us perfectly in Christ. In virtue of the position of Christians with relation to the King, the kingly features seen in Christ ought to be reproduced in us. It is not merely a question of the position and office which they involve, but of moral power which accompanies the one and the other, so that we learn to act in a manner suitable to the King. In the book of Proverbs, we see how this moral power is developed in the kingdom. The four things that have a stately step are presented to us in the order in which they are reproduced in the Christian. The lion represents the believer who has been made courageous, so that he confesses with his mouth that Jesus is Lord. The smallest believer in Christ does not fear opposition. The lion turneth not away for any. It is in this way that kingly features begin to show themselves by this courage in face of opposition. Then there is the war-horse. The lion does not fear opposition, but a war-horse goes forward to attack. He goeth forth to meet the armed host ... neither turneth he back from before the sword ... . He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage, and cannot contain himself at the sound of the trumpet: At the noise of the trumpets he saith, Aha! and he smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting Job 39. 

     Was Mordecai an illustration of the lion, when it is said that he bowed not, nor did reverence before Haman? 

     Yes, just so. It is said that the righteous is bold as a lion. The lion, in the presence of opposition, gathers fresh forces which support him to go further; and then, he can attack as a war-horse. The lion becomes the war-horse. He discerns where the enemy is attacking, where the brethren would be inclined to let the truth go, and he attacks. The war-horse does not act independently, but he acts in connection with the line of battle; he is controlled. He receives the command of the captains, all the orders given; he learns to be controlled; he takes his place under control and not in independence. Like the men of war who came to David, to Hebron, they know how to keep rank in battle array. 

     In Colossians it says, Seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ Colossians 2:5. 

     That is what is seen in the epistle to the Philippians: In order that ... I may hear of what concerns you, that ye stand firm in one spirit, with one soul, labouring together in the same conflict with the faith of the glad tidings; and not frightened in anything by the opposers Philippians 1:27,28. 

     We have then the he-goat which represents one who learns to withdraw to be alone with God. The he-goat represents someone who has become fully developed in withdrawing to be with God, as Moses was with God on the mountain. Then, in result, we have kingly power; none can rise up against the king: when Moses came down from the mountain, he had against him all the thousands of Israel, who were in the wrong; and he resisted the whole camp. There is the lion, the war-horse, the he-goat and the king against whom none can rise up! He was a man characterised by great moral power. 

     All this is developed in the book of Numbers, in chapter 21, after the brazen serpent, that is to say after the reception of the Holy Spirit typically. 

     It is always in the power of the Spirit alone that we can realise these things. 

     After the reception of the Spirit, presented typically in chapter 21, where it is said, Rise up, well! the people begin to move, take cities, overcome difficulties. Then comes Balaam, who wanted to curse the people, but he is obliged, in spite of himself, to express the thoughts of God towards the people. The principal subject of Balaams first discourse is separation: It is a people that shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations Numbers 23:9. Then, in the second discourse, it is said, Jehovah his God is with him, and the shout of a king is in his midst Numbers 23:21. That is what results from separation. In order to hear the shout of a king, separation must be accepted and maintained. In Balaams third discourse it is said, His King shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted Numbers 24:7. The King of Israel, Christ, is higher than the greatest man according to flesh. The believer, viewed in his position in relation to the King, is greater than the greatest of this world. A man who has the Spirit of God, and leaves Him free to act, is greater than the most intelligent of this world. None can rise up against the king. The shout of a king  a song of royal triumph is heard among the people of Israel; this shout comes from a people who have typically received the Spirit. 

    The Lord Jesus was not only down here as the King after Gods own heart, but all the features of the king have been manifested in Him. All the features characteristic of the kingdom have been manifested in Him as Man. He went about doing good, delivering all who were under the power of the enemy, and His disciples, after His departure, had the same power and acted likewise. 

     The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 

    but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit Romans 14:17. 

     In the epistle to the Romans, the truth of the kingdom is presented in connection with us, and is developed. In chapter 13 it is the kingdom of men, magistrates, rulers, the authorities that exist and whom we respect; but in chapters 14 and 15 it is a question of the kingdom of God. So we find in chapter 14 the truth of the kingdom which is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace and joy. If the features of the kingdom are in some little measure developed with the believer, the result will not be his own exaltation. We read that those who are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please themselves. The more the features of the kingdom are developed in us, the more we shall be characterised by humility. Without that, one would be disposed to think oneself of some importance. Like Christ, I ought to be meek and lowly in heart, for the Christ also did not please himself. In chapter 15 it is a question of displaying this kingly power by the way in which we receive those who come to us. At the beginning of chapter 14 it says, Now him that is weak in the faith receive (Romans 14:1), which means that if kingly power is developed in me, I ought to use it for the encouragement of the weak. David shone in the way in which he received those who came to him. In chapter 12 of the first book of Chronicles, it speaks of those who came to David in three different positions: first at Ziklag, secondly in the stronghold in the wilderness, thirdly at Hebron. 

    Ziklag answers to the epistle to the Romans, where the truth is developed that everything has been lost by sin, but that everything has been recovered. Those who understand that will never be discouraged. Ziklag was the darkest day in Davids history. He wept until he had no more power to weep (1 Samuel 30:4), yet David had a great deal of power to weep. 

    Then it says that David strengthened himself in Jehovah his God (verse 6). He recovered all. That is Ziklag. One who has come to Christ at Ziklag will never be discouraged. 

    Those who came to David in the stronghold in the wilderness were not discouraged either. There was nothing for them according to flesh, in the wilderness; but they had the protection of the stronghold. That is the first epistle to the Corinthians, the fellowship. 

     We enter into the kingdom, and by that means we are prepared to enjoy the fellowship. 

     The stronghold means protection. Salvation is in the stronghold. The name of Jehovah is there. The name of Jehovah is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe Proverbs 18:10. 

    Hebron suggests what is outside the world. It says that Hebron was built seven years before the greatest city of the world, Zoan in Egypt; Numbers 13:22. At Hebron we breathe an atmosphere in which all that is of the world, of Egypt, has no place. That is the epistle to the Colossians. 

     With regard to David, who was at Ziklag and wept, would there be a similarity to Gethsemane? His sweat became as great drops of blood. 

     Yes, there is a great analogy. All was indeed lost at Gethsemane, but the true David has recovered all; where everything appeared to be lost, in reality everything was gained. 

    There are the features which mark those who are really gathered around Christ! These features mark those who are specially named in connection with Hebron. There were only priests: prayer is a characteristic feature of the epistles to the Colossians and Ephesians. All that is before us in Colossians and Ephesians is so great, so high, so wonderful, that one feels that only the power of God can hold us up. It is so great that only prayer can maintain us in the presence of it all. When we arrive at Hebron, we fall on our face to the earth; we are in the presence of what is wonderful, outside the world, far above the world and its glory. We fall on our knees to worship: we take off our shoes. For this reason, says Paul, I bow my knees to the Father Ephesians 3:14. Jehoiada and Zadok (1 Chronicles 12:27,28) are the two priests named as having come to David to Hebron. In all the various positions that he filled, David received those who came to him. It is a matter of our learning to receive in kingly dignity. We have to discern whether those who come and wish to be received have faith. It is a question of him that is weak, but in faith. And he that has faith, even if it may be small, has no place outside the circle; his place is within and not without, although his faith may be weak. David had captains of hundreds. He that is weak cannot be a captain; nevertheless, his place is within. 

     It says, Receive (him), not to the determining of questions of reasoning Romans 14:1. 

     It is a matter of our reflecting heaven in the way in which we receive those who draw near. It says, Receive ye one another, according as the Christ also has received you to the glory of God Romans 15:7. It is according to the dignity of the anointing: the Christ is the Anointed. 

     It is very important not merely to receive, but to receive as the Christ. 

     What is the difference between the kingdom and the assembly? 

     In the kingdom we have protection, salvation. The assembly receives into its bosom those who come. The assembly ought to be down here as a reflection of heaven. When Saul of Tarsus was to be received the heart of Christ was willing to receive him and He received him royally. He prepared Ananias to receive him in a heavenly manner. Christ teaches us how we can and ought to receive the weakest who has faith, and who consequently acknowledges the authority of the Lord. Although weak, he is a brother. All that calls for spiritual discernment. If the moral features of the kingdom are developed in us, we shall have discernment. The object of the book of Proverbs is to produce in us what we have at the end of the book, as to the woman in whom her husband can confide  the woman of worth. The heart of her husband confideth in her without reserve. The Lord expects us to know how to receive those whom He has Himself received. They must not be left out in the cold, but received into the assembly, if they have faith. All the faith and intelligence one has should be available to the one who wishes to be received. The children of Benjamin and the children of Judah came to David. And David went out to meet them, and answered and said to them, If ye come peaceably to me to help me, my heart shall be knit unto you; but if to betray me to mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our fathers see it and rebuke it 1 Chronicles 12:17. Those who came here  Benjamin and Judah  were Davids kinsmen. They were outwardly in relation with David. But they must be examined. It is very serious, for there is a risk of danger: those who, by birth and education, have been amongst Christians all their life, might take their place without there having been a work in their heart. 

     The great question is: Have they received the Holy Spirit? 

     And the spirit came upon Amasai, the chief of the captains, and he said, Thine are we, David, and with thee, thou son of Jesse: Peace, peace be to thee! And peace be to thy helpers! For thy God helps thee. And David received them, and made them chiefs of bands, 1 Chronicles 12:18. 

     That answers to Romans 10:9: If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

     No one can say, Lord Jesus, except by the Holy Spirit. 

     That is of all importance. The great question there, is: Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed? Acts 19:2. 

     Are there some who might have faith, without having received the Holy Spirit? 

     If there is really faith in Christ, there is the Holy Spirit; but that is a matter to be looked into. It is said of Simon the magician that he believed Philip when he preached; but when Peter and John went down from Jerusalem, they discerned that there was nothing at all in him: Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter, for thy heart is not upright before God Acts 8:21. His intelligence alone had been affected. 

     One who has received the Holy Spirit opens his mouth to praise. 

     He cries, Abba, Father. 

     When we have received the Spirit and are under His control, we are not satisfied only to be Christs, but we desire to be with Him and with those who are faithful, who wish to serve Him and are subject to Him. We read that the men of war came with a perfect heart to Hebron 1 Chronicles 12:38. 

     It says that the Spirit came upon Amasai, the chief of the captains. The demons believe and tremble, but the question is: Have you the true faith, and have you received the Holy Spirit? David tested them, for fear there was a traitor among them: But if to betray me to mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our fathers see it and rebuke it 1 Chronicles 12:17. And the Spirit answered by Amasai: Thine are we, David, and with thee, thou son of Jesse: Peace, peace be to thee! And peace, be to thy helpers! For thy God helps thee 1 Chronicles 12:18. They do not seek to have importance and to take a place, but they recognise those who help David, so that David cannot do other than say to them: Come in! He could not leave them outside. 

     That shows the seriousness of the thing. That is why it says in Romans 15:7, to the glory of God. 

     According as the Christ also has received you to the glory of God. 

     That is the reason why faithful doorkeepers are necessary. 

     Peter and John, at Samaria, are typically doorkeepers. They find that Simon the magician has no part in this matter; and they will not have his money. On the other hand, Ananias, knowing who Saul of Tarsus was, would have left him outside. If one is not in this spirit of the kingdom, in a kingly spirit, one may leave outside someone who might be very useful. A person who has faith and who acknowledges the lordship of Christ ought to be admitted into the circle; but it would be good to ask him: Why do you wish to be received? Mr. Stoney, when quite young, came to some old brethren, saying to them: I must be among you. But they were afraid, like Ananias, and said to him, Do you know what you wish to do? Have you faith, to take such a decision? He answered them, Faith or no faith, I must be among you! Then they said to him, Come in! He was evidently with them at heart. 

     When the two disciples came to the Lord Jesus, He did not receive them without asking them, What seek ye? And they said to him, Rabbi, where abidest thou? John 1:38. 

     It is very blessed to see that the Lord has shown the way in which we are to receive others, to Peter in connection with Cornelius, to Ananias in connection with Saul. If there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents, there ought to be joy in the assembly for the same reason, glad as we are to be able to appreciate the work of God in a heart, and to receive the one in whom it is manifested. 

    Reading at St. Etienne, 1st May, 1926, afternoon. 

  
    SPIRITUAL DIGNITY (JT 94)

    Proverbs 30: 21 - 33; Psalm 104: 14 - 18

    Our subject this evening is spiritual dignity. Gods thought is that His people should be here on earth in spiritual and heavenly dignity. Psalm 104 shows us what God has wrought to give us the means to go on in dignity. The psalm is a consideration of the manifold riches of Gods creation. An observer cannot fail to note that it is the physical creation which the psalm speaks about. The creation does not witness only to Gods might but also to the divine taste for beauty and adornment. In the psalm we see that man is set in the midst of all this. God set man in His creation to represent Him there. When God created the universe He said on the sixth day, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion, Genesis 1: 26. Man should thus represent God in His creation and in order to represent God rightly he needs great sources of help. Therefore we find that the earth brings forth grass, herb producing seed after its kind, and trees yielding fruit, the seed of which is in them, after their kind, Genesis 1: 12. We see also a reference to this in Psalm 104: 14. God has thus provided man with the great means necessary for him to maintain dominion. In the beginning there is no reference to the fact that man should eat his bread in the sweat of his brow. The psalm shows the creation as it first came from Gods hand. God made grass and herb grow for the service of man, to bring forth bread out of the earth. It also says, And wine which gladdeneth the heart of man; making his face shine with oil; and with bread he strengtheneth mans heart, Psalm 104: 15. Therefore the psalm goes on to read, The trees of Jehovah are satisfied, the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted, Psalm 104: 16. Jehovahs trees, beloved brethren, are satisfied, the cedars of Lebanon are of Him. We find ourselves in the midst of a world full of dissatisfaction. Men have striven to bring about a mutual condition but it only developed into mutual embitterment. What is most outstanding in the world at the present time is discontent; dissatisfied men irritate one another, for they are full of hate and contempt for one another. Whereas Gods thought for His people is to bring about a condition of spiritual satisfaction. With this before Him, God has given us an abundant supply of help. He has given us wine to gladden our hearts and oil to make our face to shine, and thus has put us in a position to continue worthily as Jehovahs trees about which it is said they are satisfied, the cedars of Lebanon which he has planted. The Canaanitish woman who came to the Lord when He went into the land of Tyre and Sidon was satisfied. The Lord had gone into those borders and the woman sought after Him for her daughter. She cried and said, Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is miserably possessed by a demon, Matthew 15: 22. But He said It is not well to take the bread of the children and cast it to the dogs. But she said Yea, Lord; for even the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from the table of their masters, Matthew 15:26,27. She could now be considered as a cedar and numbered amongst those which Jehovah has planted. She would be satisfied. The Lord satisfied her when she recognised her true place before Him. If we are to continue here as cedars of Lebanon, as Jehovahs trees which are satisfied, it is well for us to begin like this woman. He said to her O woman, they faith is great, Matthew 15: 28. From this word of the Lord we understand that she is now a cedar. She bowed to the truth that she had a low place in connection with her nation, instead of trying to assert her national status. She took the position the Lord gave her, namely that she was a gentile dog, and she was content with that. Beloved brethren, what the Lord wants to work out in us is spiritual contentment and so we should be as lights in the world. 

    This 30th chapter of Proverbs has a special character and was written by a man who was an accurate observer. He did not take a teachers place but he was ready to be taught. That is a good position for every one Of us to take. There are only a few who can teach with authority. I do not mean by that that we should be amongst those who do not have any knowledge, but it is safest for us to be of those who observe and search out the things of God and so have before us a spiritual path. We read in verse 5, Every word of God is pure, and in verse 6, Add thou not unto his words. That is a safe way to go on. He recognises that every word of God is pure, and I want to mention, beloved brethren, that the more we study the Scriptures the more we shall find how true this is. Notice that every word is pure, and do not let us add anything to it. God is wiser than us and if another word had been needed He Himself would have put it there. Let us therefore accept the word just as we find it in the Scriptures, and we can be sure that we will not need to add anything. It says of the Lord Himself, who was called The Word, that if everything in connection with His ministry should be written even the world itself could not contain the books which might be written. From this we see the divine fulness in everything. Therefore we do not need to think that there is anything missing in the Scriptures. Nothing shall be added, and if we add anything we make ourselves liars. This man Agur was one who searched and observed and was therefore on a safe path. By such a path we can consider the different phenomena on earth. He does not only see evil things; he also sees the people of God. He speaks of them with words that show complete admiration. He divides his observations into six different groups and each group into four different things, and we can be sure that we find the real conditions on the earth in these six different groups. 

    My intention now is not to occupy you with the evil things which are spoken of, but only to refer to them so that we can see the contrast when we consider Gods people as they are described here, and so that we may come more into agreement with Gods thoughts for His people. 

    We read Under three things the earth is disquieted, and under four it cannot bear up, Proverbs 30: 21. It can be plainly seen that we have now come to a time in this worlds history which answers to the description in this verse. Circumstances are now so evil that the end is near. 

    So it says that the earth cannot bear up. As already mentioned the earth was created with the end in mind that man should represent God. The earth was not created for wicked men. 

    In our scripture we find a servant when he reigneth, a churl when he is filled with meat, an odious woman when she is married, and a handmaid when she is heir to her mistress. A great change has taken place in the way in which the world is ruled in these so-called modern times. Divine principles have been quite overlooked and, as we see from this scripture, Under three things the earth is disquieted, and under four it cannot bear up. As christians it is necessary to be on our guard in our own circle against this principle that a servant should reign. God has His own King. When he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all Gods angels worship him, Hebrews 1: 6. He is an object of worship, for He who is the Son of God is the One who is worthy. The wise men from the East worshipped Him as King and brought forth from their treasures gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

    Then we read of a churl when he is filled with meat. We see therefore that the churl has subjected to himself the crops of the earth, as it says in Psalm 37: 35, I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading like a green tree. 

    We read then of an odious woman when she is married. That answers to Jezebel. The earth groans under the weight of her odious wickedness (see Revelation 2: 20 - 24). 

    We see further that a handmaid is heir to her mistress. In other words that which should be subordinate has raised itself, and begins to rule so that the earth is disquieted and cannot bear up. 

    We can therefore be certain that the earth is nearing its end, for God Himself has everything in His hand. As Gods people we ought to separate from all these evil things and not seek to change them. Our right attitude is to await the coming of our own Lord. 

    Now we come to the next group of four and here we have a striking picture of the people of God here upon the earth in humility. The ants are a people not strong. As the people of God we do not want to have a prominent place in the eyes of this world. We do not try to win adherents to ourselves and so expand in a visible way, but the Lord says, Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom, Luke 12: 32. We can be satisfied with the position of the little flock, for we know the Father has chosen us for His kingdom. We are not a strong people. The Lord says to Philadelphia, Thou has a little power, Revelation 3: 8. It does not say No power. We see that the ants have wisdom. They provide their food in the summer. They understand how to make use of the time when there is an abundance of food. So it is in the summertime that we can prepare our food. Christ exalted in heaven is the Sun which shines down on us, He who has made known to us the Fathers name. Now is the time to provide our food. Those who answer to the character of ants will not miss the meetings. 

    Then it says that the rock-badgers are but a feeble folk, yet they make their house in the cliff. We also see from Psalm 104 that the cliffs are formed for them; it says in verse 18 that the cliffs are a refuge for the rock badgers. 

    In a land like this rocks are not unusual; the land is full of them; but should it not move our hearts that God has made all these rocks? Nothing is left to chance. He created the cliffs for the rock-badgers; that has a spiritual meaning, that God has, in His thoughts for us who are here in weakness, prepared a place of strength where the wicked are not able to be and which is outside of their influence. You will find that they do not seek the cliffs. It says of the rock-badgers that they are but a feeble folk but they have a place of refuge. We can be sure there is no place of refuge with men in general. In their haunts there is the devil who influences all. The rock-badgers, on the other hand, make their house in the cliff. It would be good for the young people to pay particular attention to this and to be cautious where they build their house. 

    Then we see in verse 27 that the locusts have no king. To want to have a leader is a thing which specially concerns men. That is, they so much want a visible leader whom they can look up to, a hero, so to say. It can even be Paul, Apollos or Cephas. When Israel was dissatisfied with Jehovah the people wanted a king like the other nations, but believers do not need one. The locusts have no king, yet they go forth all of them by bands. They possess great wisdom. One could well ask. How are they kept together? Who is leading them? On whom do they depend in all their affairs? The answer is that they are dependent on the wisdom of God. That is sufficient for us. We who are believers have no king here, and yet we are like the locusts who all go forth by bands. We have a King but He is concealed. Our Lord Jesus is concealed in the heavens and we are waiting for His coming. He is up there as our Head and we have this knowledge secretly in our hearts. 

    Then it says that thou takest hold of the lizard with the hands. It can easily be touched by others. A believer is thus of little account in this world. He does not stand up for his own rights. It seems that others can do what they like with him. He is of no account here, but still it is a wonderful thing that he is in kings palaces. Men know nothing about his movements and what his privileges are. We often feel that the world does not know us, but think what a revelation it will be when one day the true state of affairs will be made known, when everything will be different. It will then be manifest that those who now are of no account live in royal palaces. In these four things we have instruction as to what character we should bear now here on the earth. 

    Then it says that there are three things which have a stately step, and four are comely in going. Mark that. John saw Jesus as He walked. How comely His going was! As Peter says, He has left us a model that we should follow in His steps (1 Peter 2: 21). The lion is an animal which is first said to be comely in going. A christian does not stand up for his rights when he is wronged personally, but when it is a question of the glory of the Lord he is as bold as a lion. It says of the lion that he turneth not away for any. At the same time we personally will suffer here for righteousness sake, as it is written, But for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are reckoned as sheep for slaughter, Psalm 44: 22. On the other hand the lions boldness should mark us in connection with everything which concerns the glory of the Lord. The lion is mighty among beasts and turneth not away for any. A former servant of the Lord whom we all know, said Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise. We cannot yield an inch when it is a question of the glory of God or of Christ. As we are marked by the wisdom which is seen in the four small things we can then stand firm for the truths sake. 

    The horse girt in the loins is the next which is said to be comely in going. The horse is an animal well known for its dignity. In Psalm 147: 10 we see as a contrast that the Lord delights not in the strength of the horse, but here in the proverb we see it in connection with dignity. It has a stately step. We should not only stand firm like the lion, but attack, when it is a question of the glory of the Lord. In job 39: 19 - 25 we read Gods own description of the horse. He does not only stand firm but he smells the battle afar off. He goeth forth to meet the armed host. What I want to point to in connection with the horse girt in the loins is that he is quick to attack. We see that these features come out in the Lord here on earth. Like those who were anointed with the Spirit, He was marked by the lions firmness and the horses speed. In Acts the same features are brought to light. So we see that Peter stood up with the eleven on the day of Pentecost and spoke to the people. Peter was as bold as a lion then; he could stand up and say that they had crucified and slain Jesus by the hand of lawless men. We also see in Paul that he had the character of the horse, for his loins were girt about and he allowed nothing to hinder him in his service for the Lord. The man who wrote Proverbs 30 saw in all this a stately step. The apostles represented the Lord in the power of the anointing and they stood up on the same power in testimony as the Lord Himself. It could be said of them, as it is said in the psalm, that wine gladdeneth their heart and their face was made shining with oil. God wants to work the same thing in us now. That is something we ought to lay on our hearts. In an outward way we should be small and of no account, and at the same time live in our souls in the enjoyment of divine wisdom and privileges. So we will be in a position to represent God. 

    Then Agur speaks of the he-goat and of the king at the head of his people. It is a characteristic of goats that their custom is to be withdrawn and in separation. That is a characteristic which is necessary for us in walking both amongst Gods people and in connection with other men. We should be on our guard against coming under special influences. A goat can keep itself separate. Nehemiah says that he consulted with himself. Even if he stood alone he could defend divine principles, and he reproved those in high places. 

    Then we read of a king at the head of his people. Such a one has spiritual strength; and it is said of Judah, which was the royal tribe in Israel, that he prevailed among his brethren. I believe that separation which marks the goat leads to the kingly character. The one who keeps himself from all special influences here and lives under Gods influence is in a position to lead and bring the people of God under His influence. While Moses was on the mountain, Aaron who was down below in the camp came under the influence of the people and let himself be led away by them to idolatry. Moses, on the other hand, who had been alone with God, comes down from the mountain in the spiritual power of a king and he completely suppresses the idolatry in the camp. He was like a king at the head of his people, and we ought to value such a brother amongst us who has moral power. What we are speaking of now is not that any should arise in outward show, but of the kingly character which we see in our Lord Jesus. He Himself is the rightful King but One who is concealed in the heavens, and yet what an influence He wields! When He shall arise and be revealed as king He will rule in the power which He has in Himself. The character of the goat is therefore to be separate, and we see the great moral power the Lord had over the disciples. Moses, who was indeed a type of the Lord Himself, comes into the camp in spiritual power and none dared to raise himself up against him. He was able to stand up against millions. Agur contemplated this characteristic with wonder. 

    Then it says in verse 32, If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast thought evil, lay the hand upon thy mouth. Here we see the conclusion the writer comes to in connection with the thing we have had before us; and if we have behaved thus, beloved brethren, as it is put in this verse, then let us lay the hand upon our mouth. When we lay our hand upon our mouth, as Job did, we give God the opportunity to come in. In the last verse we see that it is well for us to be careful and not press anything. The pressing of milk bringeth forth butter, and the pressing of the nose bringeth forth blood. If there is any question of strife amongst us we should lay our hand on our mouth. God will then come in Himself to help. Let us not upbraid one another. How often disturbances arise amongst the people of God, things which eventually develop into mutual embitterment, and the reason is that we press personal things. It may be such a thing as a nose. A brother might for example be hasty, but should I press such a thing? We should beware of irritating one another, for we should be for our mutual edification. We should consider Gods people as those who bear the character of Christ and then we will come to look on them with wonder. 

  
    THE FIVE GENERATIONS (JT 94)

    Proverbs 30: 11 - 14; John 1: 11 - 13; Isaiah 44: 3 - 5

    It will be seen that a generation is spoken of in each scripture we have read. There are four generations named in what we read in Proverbs 30, while only one generation is named in the verse we read in Johns gospel. My purpose is to speak to all who are here and especially to the young. I would like to ask this question: To which of these generations which are described in the scriptures we have read do you belong? It can be plainly seen that the one whose words are written in Proverbs 30 was an exact observer, and among the many things which he saw he speaks of four different generations on the earth. The thought of a generation has its source in God, for He is the Father; but these different generations of which we have read in Proverbs have nothing of Gods character. They represent man at a distance from God and begotten of a father other than God, as the Lord Himself said to the Jews, Ye are of the devil, as your father, John 8: 44. The devil has got a footing in the world, and he has become a father, not only to demons, but to men. The apostle Paul met a man whom he called a son of the devil, enemy of all righteousness, Acts 13: 10. It has become thus with men who have shut God out of their knowledge. Do not think that I mean that all men, women and children in the world are of the devil, far from it; but nevertheless it is a serious truth that if any despise the testimony of God in Christ, and continue in that despising, he will at length, if he is not already thus, be marked by the devil. So the young people should be on their guard and not neglect Gods precious light in Christ, which has come so near to them, even maybe in their own parents. If they continue to neglect and refuse this blessed light, it may result in their coming right under the control of the devil. We have often noticed the particular denial of God and unbelief that marks those who were born and brought up by christian parents and who have despised the grace of God. In Elishas time it was the sons of the prophets who said to him after Elijah had gone up into heaven that after all it might not be so. They were the sons of the prophets but nevertheless they were unbelieving as to Christs resurrection and ascension. So we see that they pressed Elijah to let fifty men go and seek after him and make it clear that it really was true that he had gone up to heaven. So we find afterwards in the same chapter, a generation whose children, when Elisha comes by, mocked him and said to him, Go up, bald head!, 2 Kings 2: 23. From this we can understand that when unbelief comes into the heart, there is quickly opposition to Gods servants. That is why these children came under the judgment of God, and it says that two she-bears came out of the wood and tore forty-two of them. That is a solemn warning to the young people not to despise the truth and not to give room for unbelieving thoughts in their hearts. If we withdraw ourselves from the influence of the Spirit of God and the influence of Christ we shall come under the influence of the god of this world, he who blinds the eyes of the unbelieving, so that the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ should not shine forth for them. They have opposed the testimony of God and are thus a generation which is exposed to the judgment of God. 

    In these four different generations we can see how opposition to God arose in the world. It says first that there is a generation that curseth their father and doth not bless their mother. It is not hard to see the great inclination that is found in a child to be indifferent to its parents. Disobedience to parents is something which specially marks the last time. Anyone who has travelled a little in the world will have noticed that, and I have no doubt that you have also noticed the same thing here. Think of being indifferent to your parents, and yet they are your best friends! God has entrusted you to your parents care. As parents they represent Him. Fathers are exhorted to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. God has therefore set authority there where it will be least felt. 

    Authority which is exercised in love should not be despised but coveted. Think of the great advantage to be children of God-fearing parents. God has not only given your parents authority but they have received light from Him and know His grace and love. Everything is brought near to you; you have blessing within your range every day. When you are obedient to this authority you will come directly under Gods authority. Thus you will learn to know the Lord Jesus as your own Saviour in the same way that He is your parents Saviour. You will then be able to say, He is my God and my fathers God. But we have read of a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother. What a serious thing that is, dear young friends, for in verse 17 we see the result, The eye that mocketh at a father, and despiseth to obey a mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it. Then we read of a generation that are pure in their own eyes, yet are not washed from their filthiness. This generation includes a very great part of mankind, namely those who are satisfied with a religious position and yet it says that they are not washed from their filthiness. There are thousands, yes millions, of people who are only christians in name. They say that they are following their fathers religion. They observe outward customs or forms. They may be entered as church members and it might be that they are elders of the church, it is even possible that they are gospel preachers, but it may be with them, as it says here, that they are not washed from their filthiness. As I have already said this generation includes a great proportion of mankind and if there is anyone here who is resting in his own religious activity or form I would earnestly ask you to consider this scripture. It says, A generation that are not washed from their filthiness. It may be that it has never struck you that you are filthy, but if you are not converted and born anew, if your sins are not forgiven by reason of the blood of Jesus, whatever you might be in this world, you are not washed from your filthiness; yes, even your own righteousness is filthy, as it says, All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags, Isaiah 64: 6. What use can God have for such clothing? Even we would not use such. 

    Put aside therefore every thought you might have had of being pleasing to God in your own righteousness. God Himself has righteousness for you; for the righteousness of God is revealed. Put your righteousness and pride aside and confess that you are a helpless sinner before God. Then you will receive Gods righteousness as your portion, as it is written, But now without law righteousness of God is manifested, borne witness to by the law and the prophets; righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe, Romans 3: 21, 22. The most wicked man in this place can have this righteousness, yes, the most religious can also have it if he bows himself in confession before God, for His righteousness is for all, but it is only upon all who believe. 

    As we go on we see in verse 13 another generation. It is not now one which has a religious appearance. It is possible that they can have children who are obedient but they are full of fleshly pride. They may be proud of their descent, of their training, of their riches and of their friends. The eyelids of this generation  how are they lifted up! They are like the rich man the Lord spoke of who lived every day in splendour and cheer. He despised Lazarus, the poor beggar. But the day came when the rich man died, and we read that he lifted up his eyes in hades. Humble yourself therefore before God, for otherwise the day will come when you will be forced to humble yourself. The rich man would fain have his tongue cooled by Lazarus finger. We also read that Lazarus was comforted, but the rich man suffered. Let us therefore watch that we do not belong to this generation, this proud generation. 

    Then we read of a generation whose teeth are swords, and their jaw-teeth knives. These are the covetous and self-seeking men who do not hesitate to take the life of their fellow men in order to get their profit; those who have not the least sympathy for the wretched and poor among men. If there is such a person here, this is your opportunity. Cast from you your greed, for evil lust and unbridled desire are said to be idolatry, Colossians 3: 5. I believe that these four generations give us a description of the whole race of men, with the exception of the children of God, and we come now to them in our scripture in John. John was himself a family man. He speaks of the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, and he shows us a generation who are brought into this blessed position. The Son of God has come out to us, dear friends, to declare the Father. He was seen here by men as the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. He was presented to His own after the flesh as it says, He came to his own, and his own received him not, John 1: 11. Think of what grace it was that He should come to them. He came Himself; He did not send another. He went about amongst the Jews as the Fathers beloved Son, full of grace and truth. I appeal to everyone here who has not yet received Christ. He is presented to you now in the gospel so that you might receive Him. In Luke 19 we read of a man called Zacchaeus who received Jesus into his house with joy, and when Jesus was in that mans house He said of him that he was a son of Abraham. He was set amongst those belonging to the family of faith and the house of God, and you are invited now to come into the circle of the family of faith. It says therefore that he was a son of Abraham. But to be a son of Abraham is the same as being a believer. John says, But as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God, John 1: 12. You may say that you understood that to mean that we were the children of God because we were born of God, but notice that it says that to all those who received Christ He gave the right to be children of God. They have thus the right to take that place. Think of having the right to take such a position. Think what it is to be the children of God. Leave for ever the four generations we have spoken about. You have the choice. Most here have made their choice; they have received Christ, and God has given us who have received Christ, the right to be His children. John says, See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God, 1 John 3: 1. Notice that it says, We should be called. Think what an honour is shown us even now while we are on earth that we should bear the character of the fifth generation. The others are marked by Satan and the world, but this generation which John speaks of is marked by Christ. After John has mentioned this truth that we have the right to be children of God, the further truth comes forward, namely that we are born of God. We read, Who have been born, not of blood, nor of fleshs will, nor of mans will, but of God, John 1:13. What a generation that is, dear friends. This fifth generation bears the mark of Gods nature, for it is born of God. 

    I would very much desire to be able to show how the children of believers can come into this glorious position. Isaiah 44 throws some light on it. It says there, I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring, Isaiah 44: 3. This is a distinct word to parents and this remarkable word, which was said to the jailer, comes particularly before me, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house, Acts 16: 31. God knows that a man loves his house and therefore when God saves a man or his wife He also wants to save their children; but how great is the responsibility they have. The question is whether they will belong to this world or to Gods world. We read that Heman had fourteen sons (1 Chronicles 25: 5) and these fourteen sons were under their fathers leading in the song in the house of Jehovah. What a great blessing God had given him in so many sons who represented him in the house of God. Happy is the man that hath filled his quiver with them. They shall not be ashamed when they speak with enemies in the gate, Psalm 127: 5. This psalm refers to the house of God. The gospel does not only include you who are parents but also your children, but how often we see the opposite amongst believers as it happened with Abraham and Lot. God knew that Abraham would command his children and his household after him. Abraham lived in communion with God, and it says that he lived in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. He lived in tents and had no connection with this world and did not let his children have to do with this world; they walked in it as strangers and pilgrims. But Lot took up a position in the gate of Sodom. The angels who came to Sodom to liberate him from it said to him, Whom hast thou here besides? a son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and all whom thou hast in the city  bring them out of the place, Genesis 19: 12. They were come to get Lot, his wife, family and relations out of Sodom, but when Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law he was in their sight as one that jested. That one should speak of destruction, who held a high position in the city, was certainly incredible and therefore his sons-in-law perished in the destruction of Sodom. We read that the angels urged Lot, and said, Up, take thy wife and thy two daughters who are present, lest thou perish in the iniquity of the city, Genesis 19: 15. But, dear friends, notice the serious thing: his wife looked back from behind him. What a word of warning to those who are wives. The Lord Himself said, Remember the wife of Lot, Luke 17: 32. It is sad to think that she looked back from behind her husband, and she became a pillar of salt. It is the mother who particularly influences the development of the childs character and if she looks back from behind her husband so her children will also look back. They will prefer Sodom; that is, they will prefer this world to the house of God, but, beloved parents, this word in Isaiah is for you, I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, it is Gods promise, I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring (Isaiah 44: 3), and then it says that they should spring up among the grass. How much grass is there in your house? The grass is a type of spiritual life. After the dry land appeared in Genesis 1 we see that the earth brought forth grass. Grass is, as I said, a type of spiritual life. That should be seen in the houses of Gods people. When Gods word and Gods Spirit are given room in our houses there will be holy conversation and our children will thus spring up there as among the grass. The fruits of this will show themselves, for it says that they will spring up as willows by the watercourses. We shall find that such young men and women will quickly interest themselves in the word of God and search out the people of God. I say that to encourage the young people who may have begun to interest themselves in the meetings. They have begun to show the character which is referred to in the willows by the water-courses. I believe that the water-courses speak of the activity in the testimony through the Spirit. The young must have something which attracts them to become free of the world, and nothing is more powerful to that end than the Spirits living water. A young believer, who is thus drawn, begins to accept responsibility in the Lords things and can say, I am Jehovahs. What a day that is for a young man who lives in the happy surroundings of his parents house, when he steps out and says, I am Jehovahs. Have you, dear friend, come so far? Have you said, I am Jehovahs? You belong to Him because He has gone down into death for you. He has rights over you and He wants to hear you say, I am Jehovahs. So it says, Another shall call himself by the name of Jacob, Isaiah 44: 5. You come to the understanding of what a God you have and that you have a service for Him. We read further, Another shall write with his hand: I am Jehovahs, and surname himself by the name of Israel, Isaiah 44: 5. As one who has received the Holy Spirit you will understand that you belong to a spiritual fellowship, for the name Israel has a spiritual meaning. When you write this with your hand you have given yourself to Him for time and for eternity. You are the Lords and your name is Israel. God said to Jacob that his name should be called Israel for as a prince he had wrestled with God and with men. So you belong to an honourable family. All this worlds glory becomes dark when you come into an understanding of your calling and that you belong to the fifth generation of which we have spoken. What a position this generation has before God! They are already His children here on earth and God has Himself given them a name of honour. 

    I appeal now to the young. These wonderful things are presented to you in the gospel. By accepting Christ and believing on Him you come into the possession of all these great things and they are yours for all eternity. 

  
    GOD IS, AND GOD WILL PREVAIL (WJ 1)

    Proverbs 30: 1-6

    This remarkable book closes with the two chapters which give the force and meaning of chapter 1:  8.  That is to say, chapter 1: 8 covers the last two chapters of this wonderful book.  It reads thus: My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.  The instruction of the father is in chapter 30, and the law of the mother in chapter 31. 

    You will remember that I am here to preach the gospel, not to give an exposition of scripture, but I merely say that and pass on to the passage before us: The words of Agur the son of Jakeh.  The Hebrew meaning of the word Agur is Gatherer, and of Jakeh is Instructor.  He is in the presence of Ithiel and Ucal, in which lies all that I have to say.  These two Hebrew names mean this: God is, and God will prevail.  That is the meaning of these two Hebrew names, Ithiel, God is, and Ucal, God will prevail.  That is the key to the position  the key to all I have to say.  God is.  He is and He will prevail. 

    Scripture says, The fool hath said in his heart, ... no God.  It does not mean that such an one does not believe in the existence of a supreme Being, but the force of it is, 

    No God for me.  What it means is the exclusion of God, and there are millions of people who believe in the existence of a supreme Being, the Almighty God, and yet they constantly say and have said by their ways all their lifetime, 

    No God for me. 

    Now, beloved friends, I pause before such a thing as that.  It is the greatest possible folly to exclude God.  The exclusion of God will end in eternal ruin.  You cannot afford to exclude God.  If I speak of religion, and there is to-day plenty of religion, my definition of it is this, that it is the respectful recognition of God at a distance on occasions.  People make a respectful recognition of God at a distance on occasions, but there is nothing in that.  It is not Christianity. 

    Christianity is this, that God has come into my life to beautify it, and to make me supremely happy down here in this world in the blessed knowledge of Himself.  That is the nature of the proposal in the gospel.  The blessed God desires that we should know Him, and know Him in such a way that our happiness shall not depend upon our circumstances here.  The nature of the proposal is to make us supremely happy in the knowledge of God here and now.  That was the nature of the proposal in the early days of the gospel.  There was not one word said by any of the preachers in the early days of the gospel that if they believed the gospel they would go to heaven, not a word about it. 

    You may study it and look closely into the inspired record of the early proclamation of the gospel, and you will find that none of the preachers ever said that if they believed the gospel they would go to heaven.  What was the nature of the proposal in the proclamation of the gospel?  The nature of the proposal was this, that people should have the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost, and in the gift of the Holy Ghost there shall be the knowledge of God, and His blessed love shall be shed abroad in our hearts. 

    What a magnificent thought that is.  Do you think that God would tantalise us with magnificent impossibilities? 

    No. 

    There is no such thing.  God proposes to every one to make you supremely happy in the knowledge of Himself down here in this world.  After the early Christians were thus blessed with the gospel and had received the Holy Ghost they were taught that they were going to heaven, and they were taught it because love wanted them there.  That is how it comes out. 

    I impress this point on you, that you cannot afford to exclude God from your life. 

    There was a time  I speak as a Christian  when I tried to exclude Him, but now I am never happier than when I think of God.  I have known Him for fifty-three years; He has come into my life and beautified my life and made me supremely happy, and that happiness does not depend upon whether I have a fine coat or a shabby one; a long purse or a short purse; whether I live in a palace or a cottage; my happiness does not lie in these things, but in the knowledge of God. 

    Now then, the fool hath said in his heart, No God for me. 

    The Lord tells us in Luke 12   I draw a contrast now  of a man who had a piece of land.  Who gave it him?  God gave it to him.  He had the strength and the ability to cultivate that piece of land. 

    God gave the ability.  He had the sunshine and the rain.  God gave it him.  He was very diligent and he expanded it  men love to expand, because it gives them a place in the eyes of their fellow creatures, poor things that we are; he prospered and said, What shall I do?   

    thou hast much goods laid up for many years.  This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  That is expansion.  Now there was not one thought of God or of his neighbour.  That mans life was self-centred and God was excluded, and not only God, but his neighbour. 

    What an awful life to live, to be self-centred, to shut out God, and if you shut out God you shut out your neighbour.  That was the condition of that man.  The neighbours said, 

    Well done, the newspapers would say, Well done, but God says, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee.  In one fell moment he went from time into eternity, and while I am speaking that kind of thing is still going on, and that should make us very serious. 

    Have you excluded God from your life?  If you exclude God from your life here, He will exclude you from His life there.  Awful exclusion to be without God for ever and ever.  The very fact that such is the danger that some of my hearers are in fills me with anxiety, and I long after your souls, for this man used the goodness of God to exclude God. 

    I will draw you another picture from this precious Gospel of Luke with which you are more or less familiar.  The evangelist puts it so graphically that you can see it livingly before you.  There is a man in Lukes gospel standing in a boat in the water.  He is a fisherman and pursuing his avocation, and the circumstances are that they have been out all night and have taken nothing. 

    If you do not take anything, you have to wash your nets in the morning anyhow.  He is there washing his nets. 

    Yonder on the beach a great crowd is gathering and in the foreground of that crowd is Jesus, the blessed Son of God, and they are crowding down to hear the gracious words that proceed out of His mouth.  Who is this Jesus? 

    He it was who spake and it was done; commanded and it stood fast.  He it was who spangled the heavens and upheld them with the word of His power.  It was Jesus, and He is here  let it touch your hearts  the blessed God has come down to man to win the confidence of His poor degraded creatures.  Do you know that this degradation as God sees it lies in distrust of Him, all the rest is detail.  Jesus is there, the blessed Son of God, and they press down to hear the words which fall from His lips, and He draws near to this man.  The first meeting of these two is found in Johns gospel, they are known to each other, but this was going to be a wonderful day in the history of Peter. 

    Jesus says, Let me preach from your boat.  The people are crowding down on the beach you see them there-and Peter is there listening.  I think I can see him there listening to Jesus, the blessed Saviour.  Have you listened to Jesus?  He will make you forget everything and everybody but Himself.  Have you listened to Him like that?  Peter is listening and he forgets his nets.  So may it be with you; you have heard about Him, you may have been taught to lisp His name from early childhood, but I do ask you with great anxiety, does He stand out before your consciousness in the reality of what He is?  Have you heard His voice?  Has He spoken to you?  Is there a living link between your soul and this Jesus, the blessed Son of God?  God grant that to-night there may be a link with Him, that you may listen to Him and that you may hear His voice and be conscious of a living link between your soul and Himself. 

    When the preaching was over and the audience dismissed, the Lord turned to Peter and said, Launch out into the deep, and I will give you a draught. 

    Peter said to the Lord, We have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word.  At thy word. 

    That proves the value of the listening; as Peter was listening his heart said, I can trust you.  So shall it be.  That is the point, the blessed God was there in Peters boat and He won his confidence.  Has He won yours?  Nevertheless at thy word, Peter said, and he let down the net, and then He who created the fish commanded them and filled Peters net with fish.  Creatorial power and goodness were shining there.  The nets are full of fish, the threads are breaking and the boats are filled with that living freight; but the draught of fish drew Peters soul into the presence of God.   Ithiel, God is. 

    Let me tell you, dear friends, that is conversion.  If God be for me at any given moment it must raise the question as to what I am to Him.  Let me tell you that conversion is intensely individual.  We are not converted in a company; but one by one we come to Christ.  We must come to Him; we must have the sense in our souls that He has received us, that we have heard His blessed voice.  Here is the point, you know very well  I speak as a man  what it is to have the feeling of success in your veins when you have done a good stroke of business, when you have had a good catch of fish or whatever it may be.  What is Peter thinking of?  The commercial value of that catch?  No.  He never had a catch like that before.  But what is happening in that mans soul is this, he is drawn into the divine presence. 

    You might have said to Peter, You had better wait till you see the Lord alone, James and John are seeing you and listening.  It does not matter about James and John when God is there, we are delivered from all such feelings when God is there.  God and you, and you and God, and no intrusion of a third person.  That is conversion  in the blessed solitude with God to learn what you are and to learn what God is. 

    He turns his back on his companions and on his fish, and he falls down at Jesus feet.  Well I know it through grace, I know the action of it.   Depart from me for I am a sinful man, O Lord.  You have filled my nets with fish that I might learn that I am full of sin, that I am a man full of sin.  But if you go what shall I do?  He tells Him to go but clings to Him. 

    What is it? 

    Why just this  Ithiel, God is.  Ucal 

    , God will prevail.  In the day of grace He will prevail, but if He prevails not with you in the day of grace He will prevail with you in the day of judgment.  Surely it is most blessed to meet Him now in the day of His grace. 

    The Lord looks upon Peter and says, If you are full of sin I am full of grace, and My grace is greater than your sin.  That is it, Ithiel and Ucal. 

    You see, on the one hand, the rich fool excluding God.  Creatorial power and goodness only served to make him selfish and he left God out, but he died that same night.  Here in our other passage creatorial power and goodness only drew this man into the light of the presence of God to learn that he was full of sin and to learn that God is full of grace, and His grace is greater than sin.  How blessed it is; does it touch your heart?  I never tire of the story, the more I speak from it the more I enjoy and love it.  That is what is so lovely in Gods word, the more you read it the more you love it and the more blessed it is, you never tire of it. 

    Surely we who are the subjects of Gods grace are growing as Christians in the sense of the grace that has met us.  Do I forget the first touch, my first meeting with Christ?  How can I forget it?  It is growingly beautiful to me.  I do not lose the sense of it, but there is a growing apprehension of the grace that met me. 

    I have said all this that you may see the force of these words, the divine meaning of these words Ithiel and Ucal.  Ithiel, God is, and Ucal, God will prevail.  No matter what evil you may find in yourself, yon will find that the good that is in God is greater than the evil in yourself, and if I have to learn  and I must learn  the evil in myself, it is to find God -blessed finding. 

    If I have to go down through the mire, and it is very painful, I have to go down and find what I am, and I find God underneath it, and the goodness in God is greater than the evil in me.  He never condones evil, but He has taken advantage of the evil to shew what the good is in Himself. 

    I am saying this that your heart may be led to trust Him, that the presentation of Him may win your confidence and you may be found among those of whom it may be said, Every word of God is pure; He is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.  He was a shield for me and He will be a shield for you. 

    Now this scripture is very fascinating and I will proceed to shew you the force of verse 4.  I call special attention to it.  Did you catch the thought?  I trust that God may impress it upon you  that if God raises a question in your soul  He always does when His presence is there  if God be for you at any moment it must raise the question of what you are to God.  It must necessarily do so.  God raises such a question in your soul to introduce His own blessed answer.  You cannot answer it, but God can answer it, and Gods answer to every possible question is Christ. 

    What a magnificent thought.  How my heart is thrilled with such a thing as that.  He raises a question with me as to what I am, and He raises the question to introduce the answer, and His answer is Christ.  Many of you here are Christians.  Is there one answer to all your tears, all your desires, all your prayers?  He has got one answer and that is Christ.  If you are passing through bereavement and sorrow and the heart feels it  God intends you to feel it  it is to find Christ.  Blessed compensation.  If I have been through deep sorrow and have found Christ, what blessed compensation.  I have found that He is more than enough to fill every breach.  Do you think I could, by searching with my brain, find out Christ? 

    Every bit of appreciation of Christ has been through a sense of need.  It is an experimental thing, not a doctrinal thing.  There is no such thing as a mere doctrinal knowledge of Christ.  No.  I beg your attention to it; every bit of apprehension you may have of Christ, you have been led into the knowledge of and the blessedness of experimentally. 

    But to return, I called attention to verse 4 of our chapter.  To analyse it as one would like to do in detail would take longer than the time at my disposal.  It is most vast.  There are five questions raised in verse 4, and these five questions are answered by Christ. 

    I could not speak on it if I had not the light of the New Testament scripture.  The first question is, Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? It appals you.  Who hath ascended? That is not a geographical question, behind it is a moral question.  Who has measured the distance between a holy God and an unholy sinner?  Who has measured it? 

    Let me tell you, dear friends, that one of the sweetest thoughts  and there are many sweet thoughts in the gospel  but one of the sweetest is this, that God felt the distance at which His poor creatures were.  He felt it.  God cannot bear distance.  He loves nearness.  He cannot bear silence, and silence is the result of distance.  If you are in distance you are silent towards Him; but God sent His own Son to remove the distance and to break the silence; the blessed God.  You remember that when the prodigal was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and ran.  If the boy was hungry, and he was, the fathers heart was hungry for the boy.  That is God.  He felt the distance.  There were painful results to the poor prodigal; there was departure, distance, destitution, and degradation, but the father felt it. 

    Is God like that?  He is.  He felt the distance in which His poor creature was, so He sent His own Son to remove the distance.  How?  How could He remove the distance?  By going into the distant place.  Where was the distance removed?  In the cross. 

    Have you heard that bitter cry, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? wrung from His blessed lips and from His heart?  Who could measure what it was for Jesus to be out in the distance?  In dark Gethsemane angels were sent to strengthen Him, but when He was there no angelic being could cross that dark abyss; He was left alone.  Come and learn His love, and learn to hate the sin that put Him there, by that bitter cry, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

    The distance was removed by the blessed Son of God being in the distance. 

    It is a moral idea. 

    He removed the distance; and He who measured the distance measures the nearness. 

    So near, so very near to God, 

    Nearer I could not be, 

    For in the Person of His Son, 

    I am as near as He. 

    He felt the distance.  One could spend a whole evening on that one thought.  I am presenting Christ to you according to that which He has wrought. 

    The second question is, Who hath gathered the wind in his fists?  Who is greater than Satan?  Satan is a powerful being, the prince of the power of the air.  Satan is behind all those things that we are subject to.  He can blow with his winds and raise the mighty fury of the will of man; but the One who opposed Satan, the Son of God, is greater than Satan; He has been down into Satans dark domain and He has broken his power.  He is greater than Satan. 

    Who is? 

    Jesus, the Son of God.  He has won the victory.  He has gone down into Satans headquarters and broken them up. 

    What a wonderful Saviour He is. 

    How we should trust Him.  I sometimes feel that I cannot stand against Satans winds.  I am a poor creature, however can I stand against Satan?  But I can get behind the One who has gathered the wind in His fists and I feel perfectly safe there. 

    Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death ... and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.  What a mighty victory He won over Satan. 

    Question number three.  Who has put bound the waters in a garment? In other words, Who has annulled death?  He is greater than death.  Who?  Jesus.  How He looms before my delighted heart in the grandeur of what He is.  He has annulled death and He has brought to light life and incorruptibility through the gospel.  When you came into the world  every one of you  death said of you as children of Adam, 

    I will pull you down; I will feed on you.  Dare you deny it?  You cannot.  Of every child of Adam death could say, 

    I will pull you down and I will feed on you.  It cannot be denied. 

    One of the greatest statesmen of the last century was dying; a Christian doctor stood by his side and held his hand, and he said, O doctor, I am overwhelmed.  Death was overwhelming him.  Death was over him. 

    Gone were all his honours and all his glories.  Oh, how pitiful it is.  That is what brought me to Christ, the thought that I must die.  My heart was beating high with ambition, I wanted to get on in this world, and I was urged to do so by some who knew me.  But I was the subject of a mothers prayers  she looked through her tears at me when I left home and said, 

    I will never leave off going to God for you. 

    When I went away  poor silly fellow that I was  I thought to see life, to have a fine time, to have sea liberty.  It was absolute slavery  my mother kept praying for me.  I have sat in a concert hall and heard sweet music and I have felt the touch of my mothers hand and heard her pleading voice.  She was spoiling all my pleasure by her prayers. 

    The thought was on my spirit that I must die, and I wanted something to love outside the reach of death. 

    Like the child who said to its mother, Give me something to love that cannot die.  Pet after pet had died, and the child wanted something to love that would not die, but the mother could not do it.  The Lord looked in pity on me  His compassions are very great.  I well remember it, I was a sailor lad and sitting up in one of the largest churches in Glasgow, right away from home, and I sat up there in the gallery.  There were probably three thousand in the place, and the preacher got up and said, 

    I take for my text the first chapter of Colossians and the nineteenth verse.  In him all the fulness ... was pleased to dwell. 

    What kind of a sermon was it?  I do not know, but I know what happened to me.  This glorious Person, my precious Saviour, drew me out, He looked into the depths of my sad and weary heart and said, 

    I am for you, and you are for Me.  I said, 

    A poor sinful creature like me? I am for you, and you are for Me, and we two came together, never to be severed, never. 

    Many a time I have thought of it; it is fifty-three years ago, but it comes sweetly to me over again. 

    I am for you, and you are for Me.  Never to be severed.  My heart was wakened to a new affection and I have found what my heart desired, some One to love outside the region of death, and I have got it.  I have known hours of sorrow and bereavement and have had to look through my tears into His face and say, 

    I shall never lose Thee.  He is outside the region of death. 

    What a magnificent thing it is to be a Christian.  He has annulled death. 

    What is the good of my preaching to you if I do not say it to myself?  I can say to death, 

    You will never pull me down and you will never feed on me now. 

    I know the One who has said, Whoso eateth my flesh ... hath eternal life.  He has the keys of death. 

    Thou art my servant, O death.  That is it.  That is Christianity.  How could I say it but for Jesus, who died and went down into death to annul it. 

    Question number four is this, Who hath established all the ends of the earth?  Take the last few years, where have people been?  Governments breaking up, everything giving way.  Many a time have I said during the last five years, I have received a kingdom which cannot be moved.  Everything for Christians is established on the resurrection platform in Christ.  Established there. 

    We preach a risen Christ to you. 

    That glorious resurrection morn Bids doubts for ever cease, 

    For far and wide the news is borne, 

    Of perfect peace. 

    I was preaching at Newport (Mon.) some years ago, and I said to the people in giving out that hymn, We Christians keep Easter all the year round; not only once a year, but all the year round.  He cherishes the fact that he knows a risen Christ.  Everything is established there.  I should like to refer to it.  I was travelling a few years afterwards in Somersetshire.  I had been to a meeting and had to get out at the junction.  It was a very dark night, but I heard a voice saying, Mr Johnson.  I groped my way along the platform and said, Who are you? There I saw the engine driver who had driven the train I had come in by, and he said, You dont know me, but, thank God, I know you, and I thought I would tell you about it.  Do you remember telling us in Newport that you kept Easter all the year round? I said, Yes, I think I do.  Well, he said, I have been keeping Easter all the year round ever since.  That is it.  A risen Christ is presented to you.  All is established in a risen Christ and on an unshakable foundation. 

    Now the last and best of all, question five.  What is his name, and what is his Sons name, if thou canst tell?  

    Can you tell me what His name is?  Who can tell what His Sons name is? 

    We Christians can.  We have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.  That is His name and that is His Sons name.  We can tell.  All we Christians here can join with the preacher and say, We have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.  Is He your Saviour? 

    Your own personal Saviour?  God grant it may be so. 

    I have endeavoured to shew you what is here in God is, that as you sit there listening your heart has been saying, He is worthy of my trust, worthy of my confidence.  You are never saved by creed, but by personal faith in Christ. 

    I trust that all of you here, if you have never been conscious of a personal faith and contact with Christ, may know what it is now to have a personal sense of your need.  He is worthy to be trusted.  I have known Him for fifty-three years.  I have summered with Him and wintered with Him; I have not been all that I should like to have been, and I cannot take pleasure in what I have been, but I take the greatest possible pleasure in what He has been.  May He be all this to you for His names sake.  Amen. 
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    WORK (AJG 5)

    1 Thessalonians 4: 9 - 12; Proverbs 31: 10 - 31

    I wish, dear brethren, to say a little as to work, and the importance that God attaches to work. The Lord said when He was here, My Father worketh hitherto and I work, and we read of the Holy Spirit, But all these things operates the one and the same Spirit, 1 Corinthians 12: 11. So that the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are all presented to us as working. 

    God worked in creation for six days, day after day, and then on the seventh day He rested and sanctified it, and called upon His people Israel later to hallow the Sabbath day in order that He might convey that while the normal thing is to work, He also cherishes the thought of rest, and would give His people to enter into rest with Him. So that the thought of the Sabbath goes right through Scripture. One of the most important references to it, in actual application to ourselves, being in the sixteenth chapter of Exodus, where the manna is given, and where we are told that they ate manna for six days; gathering it each day afresh, and then on the seventh day found none. Of course it was the Sabbath and God had provided on the sixth day a double amount to carry them over the seventh. The teaching of that is that if we habituate ourselves to feeding on manna, in connection with the ordinary responsibilities of daily life, six days feeding on manna will lead to a seventh day of rest. The more we accustom ourselves to feeding on manna, the more we shall find rest in our souls. That is the principle. That however much we may have to do, and God expects that His people should have plenty to do, we should learn to find rest in the middle of what we do have to do: rest of mind and heart, as finding in the manna, Christ once humbled here, the principle of obedience to Gods will... That is what the manna represents. We should find in the daily circumstances of our ordinary life, that which will give us rest in our souls. The Lord says in Matthew, Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me: for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls. Take my yoke! Learn from me! That is the appropriating of the manna. And ye shall find rest to your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

    Now I was saying that God is presented to us as working, steadily working, and indeed, He is still working. On the sixth day He brought in the man and the woman. He created man and He blessed them and set them over the works of His hands. It looks on to the day to come when Christ and the assembly will be in supreme headship over things in heaven and earth. In that day God will rest, but now He is working. 

    In Genesis we find that man was set to work in chapters 2 and 3. In the second chapter we find that God planted a garden; He wanted a garden for His pleasure, and then He placed the man in it to till it and to guard it. That is, God set man to work. Not in a slavish way, but with a view to preserving what was for the pleasure of God in the garden. I have no doubt that the garden of Eden was a type of the assembly in this world, the spot on earth that God would secure and maintain for His own pleasure in the presence of evil. Evil had already come into the world at that time. Satan and his angels had sinned, and evil was there although it had not yet covered the earth. God chose to plant a garden as a sphere which He would have for His pleasure, and He gave man the responsibility of tilling and guarding it. That is the most exalted kind of work: that we should have charge of His interests in this world, and set ourselves to promote those interests and to guard them. In Genesis 3, you find that man sins, and then God sets him to work in another way as part of His governmental ways with him. It says in verse 19, In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, until thou return to the ground: for out of it wast thou taken. For dust thou art; and unto dust shalt thou return. That is, God introduced hard labour. You might say that hard labour is part of His governmental ways with man as a result of his sin, and that remains to this day. 

    It is a very serious matter for any of us to ignore the governmental consequences of the ordering of God that man should work. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, it says. He also brought in at the same time, certain governmental consequences on the woman, and they remain until this day; but man has to work in the sweat of his brow, and that is part of Gods governmental ways with man. Thus it is important that we should understand that it is for everyone of us to submit ourselves to it, in lowliness and subjection. As some of us were saying yesterday, Gods ways in government always have in mind the furtherance of His ways in blessing. He has taken us up for blessing before the foundation of the world, and His ways with us, what He orders for us, have in mind the further promotion of the blessing which He has taken us up for, according to His purpose. Hence, in this passage in Thessalonians, the apostle is commending the brethren saying, that he had no need to write to them as to brotherly love, for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. For also ye do this towards all the brethren in the whole of Macedonia: but we exhort you, brethren, to abound still more; and to seek earnestly to be quiet, and mind your own affairs, and work with your own hands, even as we charged you; that ye may walk reputably towards those without, and may have need of no one. That is a remarkable exhortation from the Lord by the apostle Paul to every one of us - to work with our own hands, so that we may be walking with a good reputation among those without, that there should be no discredit brought on the testimony, and we should have need of no one. Not to be dependent on others. The Lord would set us to see that we work, and that we should in that way have a good reputation and ability to look after our own affairs, and have need of no one. All this is very practicable, and as you read Scripture, especially the epistles, you find that Christianity is not intended to alter the state of things in the world. The world has, of course, greatly benefited by its influence, but God does not intend to set aside the inequalities that exist among men; for some are servants and some employers: but God does not upset that. He rather brings in the power to adorn the doctrine as a servant, and the power to adorn the doctrine as an employer. The epistles are full of this. We shall find that Ephesians 6, Colossians 3 and 4, 1 Peter, 1 Timothy 6, this epistle (1 Thessalonians), and 2 Thessalonians, all touch on this question. This practical question of our working and how we are to conduct ourselves if we are servants, and how we are to conduct ourselves if we are masters. All these are practical matters which the Spirit of God takes up and they are part of our discipline. Discipline belongs to us all as children, and as sons. Hebrews 12 shows that every one of us comes in for discipline because we are sons. Ye endure for chastening, God conducts himself towards you as towards sons; for who is the son that the father chastens not? But if ye are without chastening, of which all have been made partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Moreover we have had the fathers of our flesh as chasteners, and we reverenced them; shall be not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live? And our employment day by day, the necessity of going on day in and day out, is part of the discipline that God has ordained for us. It is intended to help us in our spirits, and to develop in us the spirit of subjection and the spirit of dependence on God. And all intended to further the work of God with us, that we should be sons, and practical sons: not only by title, but sons as characterised by the affections and dignity and the subjection and all that is proper to sons who have God as their Father. 

    Now before I pass on, I urge the brethren to bear in mind that there are those two kinds of work that God has ordained for man. I hope to speak in a moment of the more exalted kind of work, but first, there is the kind of work that comes upon us in Gods governmental ways. The women have their governmental consequences, and of course, the women have to work too, they work in the house. But the men particularly have to recognise that Gods government requires that they work and work hard and continuously, until the time that they come to die, if they have the ability to do so. There is also the more privileged and exalted kind of work. God placed the man in the garden to till it, and to guard it. Tilling would involve work. If, as I have no doubt, the garden of Eden is rightly regarded as a type of the assembly at the present time, as that which is intended peculiarly to afford pleasure to the heart of Christ and the heart of God; we can regard the man as placed in it, first as a type of the Lord in charge of all divine pleasure on the earth, and then also, the saints as with Him in it. 

    I read this passage in Proverbs because it gives us a kind of full-size picture of the assembly as marked by great activity, or those of the assembly characterised by great activity in relation to the interests of Christ; and that is the most exalted kind of work. The apostle says to the Corinthians at the end of chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians, So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immoveable, abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. We are always to be abounding in the work of the Lord. That does not simply mean preaching or giving addresses, it means that there is plenty to do to look after the interests of Christ, and every one of us has to be abounding in it. There is no scripture that gives us a picture of this activity like Proverbs 31. It says, Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price is far above rubies. It describes this woman of worth. I need not say that the assembly is the true antitype of the woman that God provided for the man at the outset. God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help-meet his like - and He provided the woman to be a help for the man in all the interests God had entrusted to him. That was looking on to the assembly as given to Christ, to be with Him in all the interests that are under the hand of Christ at the present time. We must not think that the Lord is inactive, because He has gone to the right hand of God; He is very active. He is carrying on much in the way of work. He is not inactive. Joseph, a type of the Lord Jesus, was a man who had many affairs to look after. He came home for a meal at noon, like many of us. He was a man of many affairs, and in that way he is a picture of the Lord Jesus with the many affairs that He has under His hand. He is working all over the world, and has many interests. Every local company is a matter of concern to the Lord, but in those interests He wants to have the assembly with Him as a help-mate. That is one way in which we may show our love for the Lord Jesus. The woman was to become the wife, to enter into the relationship of affection which she would never lose. A true wife will show her affection by looking after the every interest of her husband, and every interest of Christ is to be of interest to us. Once we get an impression of how Christ loved the assembly, we become the wife by looking after the interests of the husband. That means that every interest of Christ in the world at the present time is to be a matter of interest to us. Maybe we can only take a part in our own locality, but nevertheless, there is something for the interest of Christ. The assembly is to be preserved, the saints looked after, the truth ministered, the young looked after, the elderly cared for: all these things enter into this matter of the work of the Lord, and abounding always in the work of the Lord. 

    Then what is seen in this woman is that her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. She doeth him good and not evil all the days of her life. Let me apply this figure of a garden for God, and a garden for the Lord. We know that the idea of a garden is that it is to yield special pleasure to the one to whom it belongs. A person has a big estate, and it may have many fields, but near the house he will have a garden; not a very large one, but the garden will be specially cultivated in order to provide pleasure to the one who owns it. It is intended to provide special pleasure to the one to whom it belongs. Transfer that idea to any one of our local companies. Take account of the local company at Orange Hill as one of the gardens of the Lord. It is intended to provide special pleasure to the heart of Christ and to the heart of God, and it is certain that evil will find its way into that garden which consists of the saints, each one a tree with roots hidden in the soil, but the result of the roots comes out in fruitfulness and blossoms for the pleasure of God. Every saint is a tree, and anyone who knows anything about agriculture or horticulture, will know that trees require caring for. I do not profess to know much about these things, but trees and plants require caring for and looking after. It certainly is so in regard of the trees that the Father has planted. Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up, Matthew 15: 13. The trees which the Father has planted will not be rooted up, but they need to be cared for. If a garden is not cared for, weeds will soon grow, and weeds are things that would interfere with the pleasure of the person to whom the garden belongs. If we transfer the idea of the garden to a local company, every one of the brethren in the company is not only a tree, a part of the garden, but he is part of the assembly, to be with Christ in the maintenance of the interests of God in that garden. We must take up responsibility to have our part in caring for it. So, Her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. She doeth him good and not evil all the days of her life. Day after day she is doing her husband good. Are we doing the Lord good day after day? Day after day we have to recognise governmentally that we have to work and earn our own living, and accept the discipline that is involved, and get the gain of it as subject to the Fathers hand; but in addition to that, there is always some feature of the Lords interests to be cared for day after day. 

    Then it says, She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. As you read the passage you will be surprised at the references to her hands, showing she is a worker and that she works willingly with her hands. Wool is for warmth. It may be the brethren here do not need much wool, but in some countries wool is very acceptable and very essential. Wool is love among the brethren. 

    There is nothing like the warmth of love. So in the passage read in 1 Thessalonians, the apostle says, Ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. For also ye do this towards all the brethren in the whole of Macedonia; but we exhort you brethren to abound still more. It is a question of the promotion and development of love. Then it says, She seeketh... flax. That is practical righteousness, for flax is on the basis of linen. She answers to what is such a prominent feature in the first epistle of John, that we are to be marked by righteousness and love. All this is going to promote the good of the local company. If I do not follow righteousness, if I am not concerned that all my ways are right in the sight of God, I am allowing an opening to the enemy to get in. The responsibility of the man was not only to till the garden, but to guard it. If I am not maintaining what is right in the sight of God in every relationship in which God has set me, I am opening a door for the enemy to get in. 

    This womans activities are of great importance. She is like the merchants ships: she bringeth her food from afar. That is a reference to the exercise there should be in every local company, to see that we derive our supplies from the Holy Spirit, that we bring our food from afar. That will ensure freshness in the meetings. We do not merely depend on our mental knowledge, but we are dependent on Christ in heaven and the Spirit here. You say, Christ is far off! But thank God He is near in the Spirit and we are to be built up in all His fulness. The fulness of Christ is near to us in the Spirit and may be brought in in constant freshness for the building up of the souls of the saints. All these are features of the faithfulness of the virtuous woman. If we can only get into our minds and souls that Christ loves the assembly, and has given Himself for it, and she is to be a true wife to Him; I believe it will greatly promote the desire with every one of us to play our part in caring for His interests. That is how the affection of the faithful wife shows itself, she is faithful to Him in all His business, and this should give character to our lives. 

    She riseth while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and the days work to her maidens. There is not a suggestion of anything in the nature of idleness. She sets the example. Those who are older, and those who lead should set an example to the younger ones. It is one of the most important things in Scripture that there should be examples set by those who lead in any company and those who are older. Although the apostle at Thessalonica and Ephesus had a right to devote himself to the Lords work and rely on the saints to support him, he did not exercise that right. He wanted to set an example of working with his own hands. Although he introduced the most exalted truth at Ephesus, he worked with his own hands, and as he leaves he says, These hands have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me. I have showed you all things, that thus labouring we ought to come in aid of the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. Thus the apostle was exemplifying it that the brethren might take it on. It is an important thing that those who take the lead should be an example to those who are younger. 

    She considereth a field, and acquireth it; of the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. I take it that means she is alert to any fresh exercise the Lord is bringing forward. She would consider it with a view to securing it. A field is a fresh area from which fruit can be brought forth for the pleasure of God, a crop of harvest. If the Lord brings forward any fresh feature of the truth, He means that it should hold something further for God. She does not ignore anything fresh that is being brought out in ministry, she gets to the Lord, and if it is of God, she is exercised to make it her own. These are the lines on which the interests of God can be cared for. 

    She perceiveth that her earning is good; her lamp goeth not out by night. This has a moral bearing on us. This is the night - not that we can do without a nights sleep - but this is the night of the Lords absence, and there is no room for idleness nor slothfulness. Her lamp must not go out. There is no room for slackening of exercise. The lamp is maintained burning throughout the night. Until the Lord comes, the light should burn for the pleasure of God in every place in which He has set us in responsibility. 

    She stretcheth out her hand to the afflicted, and she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. Hand, or palm as is suggested in the note, suggests peculiar sensitiveness and tenderness. She is caring for those who are in affliction. Then it says, Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. She maketh body linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. There we have the thought of clothing again, body linen, that which is nearest to the person standing for practical righteousness and holiness. She is concerned about it. This is a most important matter. It means what I really am, not what I may appear to be. God does not look on the outward appearance He looks on the heart. It is the garment nearest to the person that is in mind here. In Exodus when we are told about the clothing of the priests, the first thing that is mentioned is linen vests, and that is the article of clothing that is nearest to the person. I have no doubt it refers to our being practically righteous and concerned about our conduct. That is important in connection with priestly service God-ward. She maketh body linen, and selleth it. 

    She would bring home to the brethren that this is something to be acquired on the principle of sacrifice. She is not giving it away, she is selling it. Others will be buying. It says, Buy the truth and sell it not. We have to do the buying. So every feature of the truth that calls for a subjective answer calls for the element of buying. 

    Then it says, She delivereth girdles. That refers to service, serving love. You remember in John 13 the Lord laid aside His garments and took a towel and girded Himself. A girdle is an emblem of service. The Lord took on what was really a bondmans service, the most menial service. Washing the disciples feet in order to set an example of serving love. This woman makes girdles and sells them to the merchants. That also has to be bought, and she is setting the example. We have to learn how to serve the saints in love. All this shows the different forms that service of love would take, and these things are to be going on all the time. The caring for, the promotion and the preservation of what is for the pleasure of God in every locality. We read that she surveyeth the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children rise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done worthily, but thou excellest them all. It is a beautiful picture of the kind of activities that the Lord is looking for in those of the assembly. It is to take shape in every place where His name is cherished and the truth of the assembly is valued. This kind of activity is intended to be in evidence as we recognise we are of the assembly as Christs wife, so to speak. It is not legal work, but activity in work that is the result of understanding that we have a place in the affections of the heart of Christ, and we have a privilege and a duty to see that we are constantly labouring in the work of the Lord to ensure the promotion of all that is for His pleasure in any locality, and that all that would militate against it, is excluded. We must maintain self-judgment in ourselves, and we may be able to help others. So it says in 1 Corinthians 15: 58: So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immoveable, abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. Now that includes brothers and sisters. It is not gifted brothers, or prominent brothers or leading brothers; it is brothers and sisters, old and young, and it says, abounding always. This chapter in Proverbs 31 gives us some little idea, as we understand what some of the terms mean, of the many different ways in which we may be engaged in this most exalted form of work that God has in mind for His people. But let us also remind ourselves of the form of work that has come on us in the government of God, and we must submit ourselves to this and see that we have part in it. No one can resist the government of God without suffering for it, but if we accept it and submit ourselves to the discipline that it brings from day to day, we shall gain by it and we shall find that God will help us in our souls to develop in features that are pleasing to Himself: and that is what all His ways with us have in mind. 

    That is all I had in mind, dear brethren, the two kinds of work which have to be going on all the time, and the importance of it. The exalted character of work in the service of God, and that which comes upon us in Gods governmental ways. The two have to be going on together all the time, as I have said. The governmental ways of God will not cease, but we are fitted to have our share in the more exalted form, in which the Father is working and the Son and Holy Spirit are operating as examples. All this is intended to impress us with the moral value, in the sight of God, of working. 

  
    THE DIVINE IDEAL OF MARRIAGE (CAC 34)

    1 Corinthians 7:32 - 34; Ephesians 5:22 - 30; Proverbs 31:10-12; Proverbs 31:23; Proverbs 31:28,29

    It is evident that the divine ideal of marriage is not presented in 1 Corinthians 7. We can understand that it could not be on account of the carnal state of the company to which the apostle was writing. We are, however, privileged to have the judgment of a spiritual man  the apostle  as to the way that marriage is looked at naturally. Naturally the husband seeks to please his wife and the wife seeks to please her husband, but the apostle shows us that if we are on that line it will lead to worldliness and destroy spirituality. We do well to take note of the danger. 

    My thought at this time is to call attention to the great contrast when we have the divine ideal of marriage before us. For that we must turn to Ephesians and Proverbs. Ephesians 5 gives the ideal husband, that is Christ, and Proverbs 31 gives us in a figurative way the ideal wife, that is the assembly. We find then that, instead of marriage being a disadvantage and full of peril that leads to worldliness and not giving the Lord His rights, if it is taken up spiritually in the light of the present truth, the husband and wife become mutually of the greatest advantage to one another. They do not seek to please one another, but seek the true spiritual advantage of one another. There is an immense difference between the two ideas. 

    In Ephesians 5 we get nothing about the activities of the wife; the chapter is full of the activities of Christ as the Head. In His service of love He does everything for the advantage of His wife. That is the model for every Christian husband. Christ seeks to do everything for the spiritual advantage of that company which He loves and for which He gave Himself. 

    When we turn to the model wife in Proverbs 31 we find that her activities are for the advantage of her husband. She is not on the low level of merely pleasing him, but on the high level of seeking his advantage in every possible way. 

    In Ephesians the service of Christ to the assembly requires subjection, not exactly to authority but to the service of love. As the assembly is subject to the service of Christs love she takes on the qualities of the woman of worth in Proverbs. She is passive in Ephesians, but the subject woman of Ephesians 5 becomes the active wife of Proverbs 31. She serves and lays herself out to minister to the spiritual advantage of her husband. That is the ideal marriage. We must realise the different level of 1 Corinthians 7 and come to the platform of that of which Christ and the assembly are models. Christ is everything for the assembly and the assembly is everything for Christ. In the working of it out everything that contributes to the advantage of the other is sought. Whatever Christ does is for the advantage of the assembly and whatever the assembly does is for the advantage of Christ. Think of the gain to Christ in having such a wife as the assembly, one who cares for His interests and seeks His interests in every way! That is the model our beloved brother and sister should pursue  the husband seeking to express the love of Christ to his wife and she brought into subjection to that love. Each believing husband should be set that his wife should have features of the assembly, and each believing wife should receive impressions and become active for the advantage of her husband. I would press on our brother and sister that it should be the keynote of their life to minister to the spiritual advantage of one another. Then all would work out happily. The heart of her husband confideth in her .... She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life .... Her husband is known in the gates. Every believing wife should be filled with a holy desire that her husband should be known in the assembly in spiritual worth. Then instead of marriage being a drawback and leading to the Lord not having His place, all the activities of the husband and wife would work together so that there would be great advantage and gain. The husband and wife would be better off in their relationship than out of it. 

    May the Lord put our beloved brother and sister on this lofty platform! We should covet and cherish the divine ideal in regard of these relationships. May the Lord help us! 

    A Word given at a Marriage Meeting, 1939 

  
    ADDRESS ON MARRIAGE (FER 14)

    Proverbs 31: 10 - 31; 1 Peter 3: 1 - 7

    I think it is a mistake to suppose that marriage as it is now has reference simply to the interests of this present life. It is a relationship connected with this present life, I quite admit, but we take up marriage now, not from Adam and Eve, but from Christ and the church, and that brings into it very much more of the moral element; it places it, in that sense, in connection with what is above and beyond this present life. I think it is very important to have marriage in that connection. 

    Marriage is the crucial point in the history of a man for good, or for evil. It may work disastrously or otherwise; experience has shewn us that often enough, and we have to look to it that it may turn to good. 

    Now my object is to seek to shew how marriage may connect us with what is eternal. It may become an occasion in the grace of God, for those bound together in marriage, of forming special spiritual links, which are beyond all that is present. There may be a result of marriage which goes beyond all question of happiness, or of natural joy in the present life. I think it would be well indeed if the natural were sacrificed to the spiritual, if present gain were sacrificed to the spiritual and eternal; and if marriage be taken up in that light, I think we would gain great good from it. 

    Now you find Peter speaking to the husband and wife here as heirs together of the grace of life. That could not have been said to Adam and Eve, but now another element has come in, and husband and wife are heirs together of the grace of life. It is wonderful to look abroad in the world, and see the traces of the goodness of God still. You get something of that kind brought out in the passage I read in Proverbs. You could not fail to see traces of the goodness of God in existing relationships: 

    you see it in parents and children, and with husband and wife. While man on his part has become lawless, and turned to sin, yet you find certain traces of Gods goodness remaining. I think that is perfectly evident, and as I said, you get a wonderful picture of it in Proverbs. All that was of the wife, and all her doings, and energies, were to be contributory to the husband. Mischief began by the woman losing the sense of the head; she got on on her own understanding, and lost the sense of the head, and that has never been recovered. Now the great point evidently in regard of marriage is that the wife must be prepared to sacrifice her own individuality, and her own interests, and all that, and her part is to be contributory to her husband. She must not seek to glorify herself; she has accepted a head  for that is what is done in marriage, the man is the head of the woman  and her energies and her doings are to be contributory to the man. 

    In the care of the household, and the bringing up of children and all that, she is to be the glory of the man. She was not to shine in her own glory, the woman is the glory of the man. 

    Now when you come to christianity, what I want to point out is this: we do not stand properly in relation to this world, but we stand in relation to the living God, and you cannot connect the living God with a scene which is dominated by death. That is a point of the last moment to my mind. God stands in relation to a scene of life. He is the preserver of all men, I know, but the very idea of the living God is that He stands in relation to all that is life; and all that is of life stands in relation to a living God. If we accepted that, it would tend to separate us more in mind and spirit from the scene of death. We have to take up many things in connection with this scene of death, but at the same time, a man may be dissociated from the scene which is dominated by death, and we may all be conscious of being in relation with the living God. He has not yet come out publicly in that character, but when He comes out as the living God, the whole scene will be filled with life  it will be a wonderful day! Many of us have come to be fairly well content with this scene, when things are fair, but we have to remember that it is a scene dominated by death; no one can doubt for a moment that it is so. But if you have to do with the living God, He connects us with all that is of life, and all that is of life connects itself with the living God. The church is the church of the living God, and Christ is the living stone, and we, coming to Him as living stones, are built up a spiritual house. I believe it is a point of the last moment that God should give us some apprehension of the living God, and of all that stands in relation to the living God. In result all will take its character from the living God, He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all live unto Him. Abraham and Isaac and Jacob all stand in relation to the living God and the church is the church of the living God. I want us to recognise that more and more. If people give themselves up to present proprieties and the amenities of life, they are acting to a very large extent in the light of a world that is dominated by death. People are to a great extent governed by it, you can see it by their appointments, their homes, and in their dress  they make it manifest that they are more or less dominated by the scene which is under death. But what we want to make manifest in all that we are, and in the way too in which we carry out our natural relationships, is that we stand in relationship to the living God. 

    Now husband and wife are to walk together as heirs together of the grace of life. There was no question of their being heirs together at the outset, but it is a very important point now in regard to the marriage tie, and the practical result is that spiritual ties are formed, which are not for time but for eternity. It is not a question of mere natural happiness, or of what is agreeable to us in this life, but as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered. I am sure it is a most important point to see, placed together in such close relationship as husband and wife, that there should be the formation of spiritual links which are connected with the living God. The relationship itself must of necessity come to an end with the life down here, but in regard to christians, God allows it to go on so that it might become the means of forming special and spiritual links which are for eternity. It is of all moment that our beloved brother and sister should take their light from Christ and the church. Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for it, and the church is subjected to Christ. So with the wife, she does not shine in her own light, but she is contributory to her husband, and the husband gives direction to his wife, he is head over her. I do not mean in the sense of lording it over her, but he brings in his influence in connection with all that is right, he directs her. And we who are husbands have to look to it that we lead our wives aright so that headship is seen. 

    Then the place of the wife is evidently that in the detail of life she is to be contributory to her husband. The great point is that the husband should go right, for then as a general rule you may say that if the husband goes right, then the wife will go right too. I believe if you trace it fairly you will find that the real reason why things have not gone right with many is that the husband did not go right. He is to take the initiative  he is to direct his wife, and she on her part is to be subject to her husband, and if they carry that out they will walk together as heirs together of the grace of life, and will increasingly know what it is to stand in relation to the living God, and all that stands in relation to the living God is eternal. All that issues from the living God to us is what stands in relation to the living God, and which must therefore subsist eternally, because it has the blessed character of life in contrast to the death that dominates here in this scene of death. I would desire then that they might take their light from Christ and the church, and that they might stand in relation to the living God not merely in future relation, but in present relation to the living God, and that their relation to one another as husband and we might be used to form those spiritual links which remain for ever. 

  
    SERVICE (JBS 1)

    Proverbs 31: 10 - 31

    A beautiful picture of what service is! Service is always declared by what is done. Here, there was a wise woman and a house; and the house told what her work was. You do not see her; but you look at the house, and you see the wisdom of the woman who orders it. The wise woman, in that sense, is an illustration of the assembly; I do not see the internal organisation of the assembly, but I see the effect of it. I see the house, and the ordering of the house tells of the mind of the Lord. It is said of the woman  that is, in ordinary circumstances  she should be a housekeeper. That does not mean a stayer at home, but she is one who really looks after the affairs of the house. She might stay at home always, and yet not mind the house. 

    I have read this scripture because it gives you a picture of service, not that I am going to interpret it, or attempt it, but I will refer to one or two great characteristics connected with it. In that sense it is a beautiful picture, because I look at what you do; not at what you assume to be. Your works are to praise you in the gate. The fire shall, try every mans work  not what the man thinks he is, or says he is, but the fire shall try every mans work of what sort it is. I have no doubt, if the body, the assembly had been true to its organisation, the house would have been kept in order. If the internal machinery (if I may use the word) went on thoroughly right, that which is visible would be indicative of the harmony and order of the internal organisation. As with a clock; you do not see the machinery, but you see the effect of it, whether it is right or not, whether it keeps good time or not. What I see is properly called the house; what I do not see is the body, and that is the vital energy in the house; that which is in living association with the Head, and acts correspondingly to Him, and effects the result that is according to His pleasure. 

    There are two great characteristic marks of this wise woman, and they sum up our own service; she fed and clothed her household: food and clothing. Of course they are only emblems; but they answer to the action of divine grace in the perfect ministry of our blessed Lord. Of Him it is said, No man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Christ the assembly. The one is inward; the other is outward: food and warmth; the two things, as every one knows, that a babe requires. And no matter how great or wealthy a man is, two comforts are essential, namely, food and raiment; on these two things he is dependent: all his surroundings, without them, would be as nothing. The Lord nourishes us all, but I am not so sure that we all know the cherishing; we do not submit to it. He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat: and with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee, Psalm 81: 16. 

    It is a great thing to get hold of principles; and the first great principle that I desire to bring before you, as describing true service, is that it is established in righteousness. We are all the bondmen of Jesus Christ; simply accept that, and it will be a great help to you. Has Christ the right to you? to all yours? Yes; you are His slave. Paul delights to call himself bondslave. People in their natural amiability talk of the emancipation of slaves, but they carry it much farther, they emancipate themselves. There is a very great claim connected with being a slave. Your master has full right over you. All yours belongs to the Lord. If you are a slave, you cannot claim anything for yourself. Well, this is a great principle to get hold of, and you will never understand service till you do. Very often we act as if we thought we were volunteers, that we may serve or not, just as we please. Not at all! you are slaves and have no option. 

    I shall be able to bring another reason for service presently, but I start with righteousness. If you are a slave, you have no right to do anything but at the dictation of your master. You are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. He has bought us (therefore He is the Saviour of the body in that sense) and you ought to be glad He has, and the more you dwell on it, the more pleased you will be to be His slave. It would be a good answer to give to every one who asks, Why do you do so-and-so? I am doing it righteously, I am Christs bondman to do His pleasure; not what I like, but what He likes. That is the first great principle. To establish this, I turn now to 1 Corinthians 7: 22, 23, He that is called in the Lord, being a servant (slave), is the Lords freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christs servant. Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. It says in the previous verse, If a man can be made free, use it rather. A private, or common soldier, sells himself for a period of time and cannot get free, but an officer can get free if he likes. I only refer to this because sometimes we hear, I cannot get free. No: because you do not like to obtain your freedom at a great sacrifice. 

    The first thing, and it is of paramount importance, is, that you are Christs slave, you are bought with a price; as I have said, even your children do not belong to you. You should be glad that you are a slave, because He is such a wonderful Master. I see where believers fail. They do not start with the fact, that they have a Master who has a full right over their whole life. It is not what you think you can spare Him, this or that. If you are honestly and fairly in His hands as His slave, you may be quite certain He will take much better care of you than you could take of yourself. In fact, as far as we can gather from Scripture, a saint does not suffer from want of food and clothing, except for service or chastening. 

    As another has said, I never knew of anyone who was cast wholly on the Lord, reduced to actual want, except one who lived on nettles for three days, and he had been in prison for the Lords service. He added, You are hardly up to that yet; that is, we are not sufficiently devoted to be allowed to suffer the greater privations. Paul said, In hunger and thirst, in cold and nakedness. Well then, you start with the great fundamental principle, you are Christs slave, bought with a price; and if you are an honest man you will carry it out in everything. People talk of fidelity, but do they begin with fidelity to Christ? If you are virtuous, The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. If you are not right with Christ, be sure you are feeble elsewhere, and all the way down. If you are not right at the top, how can you be right anywhere else? How can you expect a child not straight to his father and mother, to be straight to his brothers and sisters? to be straight to you? It could not be. 

    But is that all? No; He looks for you to be a trusty servant. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. Can there be anything more beautiful? Thus Abraham was called the friend of God. I know Christ is my friend; thank God, He is: but I often wish I could say, I knew I was His friend more definitely. Henceforth, the Lord says, I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. He does not surrender His claim by giving the servant a higher position. Service, then, is established in righteousness. 

    Now turn to Romans 12, and you will see another thing. Thank God, I was led in anywise to think of serving the Lord. The first thing that attracted my heart from my very youth was that I must serve the Lord. I know very well how I have neglected it, and wavered from it; but the Lord never lets slip from you a real purpose of your heart; no matter how many years you may be, as it were, unattached, still He keeps it in mind, and as sure as possible, it will come, and this is an immense comfort to ones heart. Now in Romans 12 what do you find? That your body is to be a living sacrifice. Why? Look at the end of chapter 6. The old man, the flesh, is dispossessed. And who dispossessed him? Christ. And what then? I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions (mercies) of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice. It is your reasonable service, it is not a legal service. The body is the Lords. I say, if you do not believe this, you will never understand service. 

    But now I turn to another point, one of immense importance  where am I to begin? Here I am a servant; I know I am a slave of Christ, I know my body is His, and I see that for myself I must forsake all that I have, and I say, Now where am I to begin? Well, it is of immense importance where you begin. I know very well if I look round at Christendom where they begin, and I know where the tendency of all our hearts is to begin. I thought in my younger days, that there was no way of serving the Lord but by being a clergyman, that I must go into the church, as the saying is. Now that is a right idea in itself, though I do not say it is rightly carried out. Some of you may wonder why I say that going into the church was a right idea, but if you read these verses, 4, 5, they will explain it to you. 

    Where do you begin then? With the body of Christ. For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: so we, 

    being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. You must begin there, begin at the top. You say, But I am Christs servant. Yes, but you are a member of His body. We are speaking now, of what I may call the internal machinery (the works of a clock); that is, the organisation of the body which produces a result that is seen in the house. Just like the wise woman in Proverbs 31. If the woman went on wisely, the house was a beautiful exhibition of her ability  a great testimony. Consequently her husband was known in the gates. I do not dwell more upon this, still it is a great point to get hold of this fourth verse; I begin with the body, but I extend beyond it, Do good unto all men, especially unto them that are of the household of faith. But you begin with the body, and it is a great thing to begin right. Every good gift is from above, and comes down. I do not, now, go any further than Romans, and I am speaking of where service begins. 

    But now turn to Ephesians 4, and I come to another point in connection with service. Here, again, I find what the beginning is connected with  the assembly; the first thing is to walk worthy of the vocation. I am called to endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; that is the first thing. I hope I shall be able to make it clearer to you presently, that if you are in association with Christ, in His presence in the midst of His own, you will get light as to that which is nearest to His heart; but I say this with reference to service  as of one coming out from His presence to reflect Him here. The first service is, endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Or to take the figure of Proverbs 31, the wise woman must be in health, or she will never keep things in order. I do everything to contribute to her health, and that is endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

    Now I come to gifts for service, which Ephesians unfolds. In Romans we get more our responsibility than special gifts, that which is common to every one, showing mercy with cheerfulness. There is not one in this room who could not practise that grace. Picking up a little child out of the gutter would be showing mercy with cheerfulness. To prophesy is the first, and you might say the highest; but I would rather have the last without the first, than the first without the last; it would be a poor thing to be a prophet and not to show mercy with cheerfulness; and what makes it so beautiful is, that it is a service within the reach of everybody, even a child. A child with only one penny may go and give it to a needy person, and show mercy with cheerfulness. But in Ephesians I come to special gifts, and verse 12 shows what they are for: for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. In Christendom they separate between the servant and the church, instead of making the church the actual common object of the servant. Here if I am an evangelist, I am working for the assembly as much as the teacher, but in another way. All have to do with the Lord, the Head, but they conspire to this one great end, the perfecting of the saints. As the apostle says, I endure all things for the elects sake  they are prominent. If I am an evangelist, what am I looking for? I am searching the world round  sweeping the house diligently to find the silver piece, and not merely in order to find it, but when I have found it, to put it with the other nine. But how can you, if you do not know where the other nine are? But that is exactly what happens in Christendom, they do not know where they are. But in Matthew 13, what do I find? that those who drew the net also selected the fish, and put the good into vessels; that is not in heaven, but on earth. As Paul said, I have planted. 

    Here in Ephesians 4, the great point is, That special gifts are given from the Head, and not merely the service which is the duty of every man, as you get in 1 Corinthians 12, The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. It is not given for yourself, it is given for the benefit of all; as lower down in this chapter, in verse 16, compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part. If you are not acting in the Spirit, you are damaging the whole assembly; you may think the loss is only to yourself individually, but you are not an individual sufferer, you are making me suffer; I do not know how, but I am suffering from you because we are members of the one body. 

    In connection with special gifts, it is an interesting question, though I cannot say much upon it, when a person gets a gift. I do not think that it is necessarily at conversion. We know gifts were given after conversion. The apostle Paul was to be a minister and a witness of the things he had seen. His gift increased. But I want to bring before you that as the gift comes from Christ, it is not simply that you have the gift, but you must learn from Him the proper sphere for that gift; it must be in relation to Him. For instance, I take one whom we all speak of with honour, I mean Luther; I do not think, great as his gift was, that he was with the Lord in the midst of His own, that he knew Him there, so as to use his gift in relation to Christs chief interest on earth. In fact, in one sense, no one does unless he is in association with Him. It is only there I can get true direction; how can I get it outside? I require to be in communion with my Lord in His circle of interest, if I would be directed and influenced by Him. I have no doubt there is a great deal more gift than is in exercise; but if you present your body a living sacrifice, your gift will come out. Many a one is hindered by other things which monopolise him instead of Christ, and the gift does not come out. The gift is from Christ, and if you are not upright to Christ, to whom will you be upright? If you are not faithful to God, I could not believe that you are faithful to anybody; and I have seen it over and over again amongst Christians. 

    One passage of scripture is enough to settle the matter. I will quote now the Lords words in John 20: As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. They were sent out from that place. And I have a wonderful sense if I am working from the Head, of the circle of His interest; and it is His interest I seek. If I am an evangelist, well, I have my gift from Christ, and I find He has sent me for the assembly, though my work is to seek for lost souls in the world. I go for Christ, as an ambassador for Christ. Do you think that makes you a worse evangelist? No. I claim souls for Christ, I come from Christ, I have my commission from Christ, and there is no place I get so established as to my gift as in the assembly. And I do not doubt at all that many a gifted person is not established in the Lords presence. The case of Moses will illustrate my meaning. No doubt he knew he was called of God, but when did he come out in power, in the real sense that he was to act for God? Not till he saw the burning bush. And I believe that was what I may call his ordination; that is, that he got a peculiar knowledge of the Lord in that burning bush, and of His grace. This grace was to mark his ministry all the way through; and therefore the greatest blessing he could give, which he gave to Joseph, was the blessing of him that dwelt in the bush. 

    It was the same with Isaiah; but I put it to anyone who really understands that he has received anything from the Lord  where did you get that confirmed? Where did you get His mind about it? You must be in the Lords presence, in His own circle, to apprehend His mind respecting your gift, because it is given for the perfecting of the saints. It is not given for people to say, That man is a great preacher, not at all. You are Christs servant, and you are appointed to the sphere of the service, as well as to the object of it. And what is the object? The perfecting of the saints. An evangelist? Yes; how could they be perfected if they were not converted? Then an evangelist is a very responsible person. Yes. Hence Paul, the one who had the greatest interest in the assembly, was the greatest evangelist that ever was upon this earth. Do not imagine they clash; they ought not; when they clash, it is because you are separating what God has joined together. And that is where Christendom is astray. The evangelical work is paramount, for results are looked for. You are not living by faith when you are dependent on results. The first temptation (see Luke 4) is, use your means; act independently of God. The second is, accept a slice of the world. Then if you have any conscience you will want results before men, some evidence that God is on your behalf. If I have faith in God I do not want any evidence. If you depart from faith you will become worldly, and then you will seek results in order to prove that God is working with you. 

    Next I look at Acts 13: 2. Here you find Saul and Barnabas in the assembly. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. This occurred in the assembly. I have no doubt that we have failed here much. We have too little connected the assembly with service. I am quite certain the better we understand the Lord in the midst of His assembly, the better we shall understand the character of the service we should render, and the time for it. It is in the assembly I see Him in His own circle, in the things which belong to Him, and there it is I understand my proper relation to Him. 

    I lay a stress upon it. Here are these men, Barnabas and Saul, highly gifted, but where did they get a right direction for their service? In the assembly. The Holy Spirit is the Person who is acting for Christ, and the Holy Spirit is the only means by which the communication can be made. He says, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 

    A passage I will not leave out in this connection is 1 Timothy 4: 14: Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. The presbytery means the elders. It was as much as saying, We all go with you. I desire to get your heart into the sense that if I want to get right direction from the Lord, it is in the assembly I am to get it. It is not a question of gift. I get the gift absolutely from the Lord, but He directs me in relation to His own. I do not think we understand the assembly, and the presence of the Lord sufficiently. The presence of the Lord now introduces us into the holiest. I went into the sanctuary of God does not mean His presence in your own room; the antitype of that is the assembly. I do not think we have a sufficient idea of the wonderful nature of the assembly. I meet the Lord in the midst of His own; I never have His presence in the same way in my own room as in the assembly. The truth I have learned in my own room, comes out in a much fuller way in the assembly. 

    The next thing I would speak of is, How do I know the right thing to do? That is a very crucial question with every one, and ought to be  indeed there is never progress where there is not exercise, and the more exercise the better. I am the Lords servant; I desire to know the right thing to do. I turn to the end of Luke 10, a familiar passage, about Martha and Mary. The question is, Is it the opportunity that is to direct me as to my service? or, is it the Lord who is to direct me? I know you will say the Lord. Here are Martha and Mary, two sisters, and Martha says, a great Guest has come to the house, the occasion indicates to me that I should provide for Him. Well, she is cumbered about much serving, and that is always the case when I am occupied about my own line of things. It was the human idea; and there is nothing we suffer from more than from the human idea. Mary sits at the Lords feet and hears His word, and the Lord says of her: One thing is needful, and Mary has chosen that good part. Not better part, which is the popular way of reading it, and shows how little it is understood. She had chosen that good part, the right thing; she is learning the mind of the Lord. And I do not see how you can have a right idea of what the Lord would like, if you are not in His company. It is not looking for a text. No doubt the Lord meets the faith of the child in this way. But you cannot know His mind unless you are beside Him. As I am sitting at His feet, listening to His word, I get wisdom from Him and I come from Him. It is not the occasion that directs you, if you are really with the Lord, He will lead you aright. It is a wonderful thing  here am I left in the scene of the man who does not understand one thing about God, and I have to carry out everything according to God! If I were quite clear of the man contrary to God, there would not be the difficulty; but my thwarted will is constantly going out or popping up to do this or that. No; it was not direction with Martha, and Marthas way is the way generally service is done. One thing is needful. What was needful? She studies Me. 

    We all know what it is to be exercised about service  shall I go and visit this person? shall I do this or that? Surely it is not right to be indolent, but activity in itself is nothing. The way of the righteous shall be made plain; it does not say, the way of the active; but there is a great difference between the way of the righteous and the way of the slothful. Saints in general are occupied with the occasion. I desire to press that it is not the occasion which is to direct me; it is the Lord. I consult Him. It is a great thing to be able to stand waiting for orders. What greater favour can there be than to be employed by the Lord? The servants of the crown are the highest men in the country; what can be greater than to be a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ? And I have no doubt the Lord would rather I did some little thing in concert with Him than do some of the finest works done today apart from Him. Next, and it is a very cheering thing and I often feel it a great comfort, that the very highest service is that which is most pleasing to the one who loves Christ. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am there shall also my servant be. Can there be anything more attractive? Everyone can understand what it is to be a friend, though you are a servant. 

    Now turn to Numbers 18: 2: And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, and minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee shall minister before the tabernacle of witness. Every one of us is a Levite as well as a priest. We are priests, but the priest is inside with God; and it is remarkable that when the priests were consecrated, there is not a word about anything outside: it is all inside with God; I was very much struck with this. What is the priest when he comes out? The Levite; and the Levite had plenty to do. See the Kohathite, and what the range of his service was  from the ark of the covenant to the altar outside. He could not say he took up one part and left the other. The Levites had the pins and the bars, the boards and all the rest; they had to get material agency to come in and carry them, but they all had a service and were joined with the priests. I bring this in to show that your Levitical service ought to answer to your priestly service; you ought to come from communion, you ought to come outside from inside. 

    I look now at another subject, and that is, the moral influence of the person who serves. Luke 11:36: If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a candle doth give thee light. You are called to be lights in the world. The servant must be a reflection of the truth he presents. Someone has remarked, If you have not a good report, even of those who are without you cannot stand up boldly where you are defective. That is the practical meaning of the breastplate of righteousness. People could say to Peter, You denied the Lord. Yes; but I am not doing it now; I have on the breastplate of righteousness. And you cannot stand boldly otherwise. It is an immense thing for a servant to be in himself morally descriptive of what he presents. You get this presented by the apostle in the Philippians. Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do. It was not only what they had heard, but what they had seen. I cannot think of anything more beautiful. Thus there is a moral weight about a person, he is characteristic of what he presents. 

    It is beautifully set forth in Peters epistle  even an ungodly husband can be won by the chaste conversation of the wife. No doubt we should have a great deal more effect upon people, our families, and so forth, if there were more of the moral weight of divine grace about us; that is, in our manner of life. Paul says to Timothy (1 Timothy 4: 12), Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in faith, in purity. He was to be an example. See how Christendom takes it up; Christendom enjoins upon a person a certain dress to show the sacredness of his office. Why should I not have that morally? Why should I not have that divine weight about me, that I should not require a mere external garb to command respect? 

    The next thing I turn to is the manner you ought to have to those whom you serve  a manner which I think is very much neglected. It is not only what you are in yourself, but what you are to those you serve. There is a greater thing than gift, and that is love  it is the nature of Christ. Yet show I unto you a more excellent way, 1 Corinthians 12: 31. I see very often, a person who has not much gift, but who has love, that he surpasses the more gifted in service. Everyone may have love. I visit a sick person, and I feel that five minutes is as much as that person can bear. I do not think of myself at all and all that I could say; I might pour out a volume, but I am thinking of him. It is a consideration for him, I am losing sight of myself. Read 1 Thessalonians 2: 3 - 8. For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: but as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: so being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us. See what a servant Paul was. Again, 2 Thessalonians 3: 7: For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you. 

    There is another quality of the servant that I will bring before you, that I may show you the apostles character. It sums up the character of a servant. 2 Corinthians 12: 15: I will gladly spend and be spent for you. That is the right principle; that gives you the character. The only other point I will bring before you tonight is the reward for service. Turn to 1 John 2: 28 . And not be ashamed before him at his coming. That was as the servant in relation to them; it was not that they would be ashamed. It is the same idea as that of the apostle Paul: My joy and crown. Ye are our glory and joy. 

    It is a very solemn subject, because if I am not acting with the Lord, my service is cumbering, and will not count at all. The fire shall try every mans work of what sort it is. For we must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. There is only one verse more that I will quote: 2 John 8, Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. That is, there should be no lack. 

    I need not add more, but I commend to you the scripture I began with. It is a wonderful blessing to walk in thorough devotedness to Christs interest. The virtuous woman had only one thought, and the heart of her husband did safely trust in her. She was thinking entirely of his interests, and whether she sought her food from afar, or bought a field, or whatever she did, it was all for this purpose, and therefore it was, that her husband was known in the gates. She sought wool and flax, and worked willingly with her hands. She began with the raw material, then she spun and wove it, and finally sold it to the merchants. And the characteristic of her own manner of life was beautiful, her clothing was strength and honour, and the way in which she spoke was a wonderful mark of wisdom: She openeth her mouth with wisdom; 

    that shows her heart is full of it. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. Very often we say, a wise person closes his mouth with wisdom, or he may say a wise thing before he shuts it; but it is a great thing to hear a person open his mouth with wisdom. 

    The Lord lead our hearts to understand how blessed it is to belong to Him. We do belong to the Lord; He has His interests on the earth, and we are to be occupied with His interests, and may He use us for His interests, for His names sake. 

  
    THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN (JT 3)

    Proverbs 31:10 - 31; Genesis 2:18 - 24

    I desire to say a word in regard of headship, and to seek to show how Christ is reflected here in her to whom He stands in the relationship of Head. The idea of headship is not limited, as most of us know, to the church; it has a wider bearing. A man may be head of his business, head of his family, and head of his wife; each connection suggests a different idea, and it is evident the last is the most intimate. I venture to read from the book of Proverbs because I think it suggests that which underlies the relationship that has been formed between Christ and the assembly; that is, family affection. The book of Proverbs, as many of us have observed, is set in connection with the family; and it was a primary thought with God that He should surround Himself with an order of beings who should stand in relationship with Him as a family. That order of being is man. That is, Wisdom, personifying itself in the early part of the book, intimates that the order of being it had set its mind upon was man. So intensely engaged was Wisdom with that order of being that it rejoiced in the sphere in which man should be placed, in the habitable part of his earth, Proverbs 8:31. And then we find, when it comes to the order of being itself, that it is intimated that it would delight in the character of sons; my delights were with the sons of men, Proverbs 8:31. 

    Now I think that gives an idea of the point of view which is taken in the book of Proverbs, and it is remarkable that the writer of the book specially speaks of himself as in that peculiar relationship. He was in the relationship of a son, he tells us, to a father, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother, Proverbs 4:3. Solomon is seen in many connections in the Scriptures, and is a type of Christ in many relations but in this respect he is a type of Christ as having a unique place with God as Man. So that whilst we are related to Christ as His brethren and as His companions, we must ever bear in mind that He has always His distinctive place. In whatever relation the Lord is presented in Scripture you will find that there is always in regard to Him that which distinguishes Him from all others. 

    Now, if you consider the Lord in regard to sonship, it is perfectly clear that it was in the mind of God to have a company of sons. And in that company He would find continuous sympathy. Hence we are told that when the foundations of the earth were laid the morning stars sang together and the sons of God shouted for joy, Job 38. We thus have the clear intimation that God intended to have a company near Him, observant of all that He was doing, and being all that they should be in the relation of sons. You will find that the idea of sons is carried all through the Old Testament. I cannot dwell upon it, but it is alluded to, for instance, in the book of Job. In the early operations of God the sons were sympathetic with Him, and upon the earth they present themselves before Him, and they have God before them. 

    Well now, the Lord stands in relation to the sons, but you will find that the Spirit of God in the Old Testament carefully guards His personal distinctness. In Genesis we find an allusion to it in Isaacs relationship with Abraham. God says to Abraham, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, Genesis 22:2. That is a type of Christ in the unique place in which He stands in relationship with God as an only one. It is in that character that He comes out from God and unfolds to us what is in the heart of God; that is, that He will have a company like Himself. And so the book of Proverbs anticipates Christ, for it is only in Christ that you find in a spiritual way the relationships which are contemplated in the setting of the book. 

    Now in the closing chapters you have two prophecies. Chapter 30 is a distinct prophecy by itself and chapter 31 is another. After the light unfolded by Wisdom has taken effect, the spirit of the prophet looks on to a set of conditions that should prevail. If you look at chapter 30 you will find, as has often been noticed, six sets of four things each, and these conditions arise consequent upon the unfolding of Wisdom. I need not say that the unfolding of Wisdom was in the ministry of Christ. The ministry of Christ involved the preaching of Wisdom, the teaching of Wisdom, and, furthermore, a full unfolding of the history of Wisdom itself. The ministry of Christ brought into evidence the children of Wisdom. According to the point of view presented by the gospel of Luke, Wisdom is justified of all her children, Luke 7:35. What you find is that the children of Wisdom are set up here in the midst of those adverse conditions, and that without any alteration of the conditions they fully justify Wisdom. 

    In chapter 30 we find these different acts of four each. I only refer to it as pointing out the conditions in which the children of Wisdom are placed in this world. The prophet speaks of four evil things, four insatiable things, four inscrutable things, four odious things, four weak but wise things, and lastly, four stately things. I take it that the things that are weak, but wise, refer to christianity. So that chapter 30 announces prophetically the conditions in which we are placed here as illuminated by the ministry of Wisdom. The conditions in which we are found are left as they were, but Wisdom is justified in all her children. Although the early christians were outwardly extremely weak, they were exceedingly wise, they looked to the future, and they were comely in their going. 

    Now chapter 31 is, I think, a prophetic view of the assembly seen in relationship with Christ; and it is of that I wish to speak. I read the passage in Genesis 2 to show how the relationship is formed. Nothing can be greater for our souls to apprehend than the wonderful place that we have as viewed in the light of Christs resurrection, for it is in that light that we are suited to be united to Him. To make my thought clear, I would seek to point out that what we are here as individuals in this world is one thought, and what we are in relation to Gods purpose as united to Christ is another point entirely. In regard to the first, we may look upon christians here in this world as Gods family. Nothing can be more precious to the soul of the christian down here than the consciousness that he is a member of Gods family. 

    I take the family of Bethany; that is, Mary, Martha and Lazarus, as representing in type the family of God. What you will observe in that family, beloved friends, is that they were, as presented to us in Scripture, parentless. Nothing is said about their parents, and this aptly describes our own actual condition here. The Lord severs His connection with His natural relations in John 2. He says to His mother, Woman, what have I to do with thee?, John 2:4. He was engaged in His divine ministry with that which was spiritual, not with that which is natural; He was there in regard to a spiritual order of things, forming links between souls and God in a spiritual way. God is a Spirit (John 4:24) and if souls are to be set in relationship with God it must be in a spiritual way. Hence His mother had no title to make suggestions to Christ in regard of what He was doing spiritually. He would introduce the new wine, but He would introduce it of Himself, and He did. But whilst He refuses the natural relatives, John, in the development of his gospel, brings to light another family, which the Lord takes up, and we are told that He loved them all. He loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus, John 11:5. The Spirit of God is careful to emphasise that He loved each and all. 

    Now, what I wish to point out is, that as Gods family here in an adverse world the Lord knows our name; He knows every member of the family by name. If one of His family goes into death, as is possible, Christ will abolish death because it has touched that family. It was in the presence of death, as having broken in upon the family at Bethany, in the person of Lazarus, that He was moved in His spirit. He was deeply moved in His spirit; a member of that family had gone into death, and the heart of Jesus was moved because of the presence of death as holding a member of that family which He loved. So if death touches us, and it does touch us, what do we find? You find that the Lord knows your name even there. Be the circumstances ever so dark, be Satans power ever so great, the Lord knows your name, just there, and He calls you by name. He says, Lazarus, come forth!, John 11:43. Now, that is the Lords attitude to Gods family. He takes you up as He finds you. He takes you up according to your identity as born into this world. You are known in this world as born into it, and the Lord takes you up just there, so that in all His dealings with you He makes you to know His divine interest in you. He calls you by name. 

    Now I want to show you also that each has another name. The names that prevail in this world under the government of God do not prevail in the spiritual world, which world must be ordered by Christ. He has come out of heaven, a new order of Man; the second man, out of heaven, 1 Corinthians 15:47. He is Gods Son, who has come out of heaven in a new and spiritual order, and what comes to light is that He gives names to all His own. The conditions that prevail under the government of God here, whilst they become the way of the expression of divine love to us, cannot prevail in the world of Gods counsels. That world must be ordered and dominated by Christ. 

    Hence you find in Johns gospel that the Lord gives a name to Simon. It is not a question of what he is; it is a question of the Lord having authority to give him a name, and He does so; he is to be called Cephas (Peter), because it is Christs will that he should be called Peter. If there is anything that we should maintain clearly in our souls, it is the sovereignty of divine Persons. You should never think of divine Persons acting automatically. They act sovereignly, and hence we see in Johns gospel that if the Lord gives a name, He gives it sovereignly; He has title to give it. 

    Now, I want to show you how it is that the name the Lord gives in the spiritual world, whilst it is given sovereignly and unalterably, expresses what the thing is. We see this in the case of Adam; whatever name he gave a creature, that was its name. That is a point, the name; that has to be considered. As I have said, He took account of Mary, and Martha, and Lazarus, as they were, and He called them by name; but when you come to the spiritual side, what comes to light is that He gives them a name with divine intelligence. That leads me to the passage I read in Genesis 2. The Spirit tells us, that among all the lower creatures there was not a helpmeet found for Adam. In all the host of Gods creatures there was no helpmeet, no one suited for Adam. Yet there Adam was, head of the creation, acting with the intelligence suited to it; 

    as each creature was brought to him his intelligence shone in the name he imparted to it, but then the Spirit tells us that he was without a helpmeet. 

    Now, what I wish you to dwell upon is the antitype, not the type; but after the deep sleep of Adam is past, and the woman is builded, God brings her to him, and he is put to the test. Eve is brought to him; she is a most wonderful creature, and in no instance does Adams intelligence shine so brightly as in the name he gives her and in his explanation of the name. He says to Jehovah; This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. That is, referring to each creature as it had been brought to him, he says to Jehovah: This time all is changed; This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 

    Thus viewed in the light of Christs death and resurrection, we receive a new name. I am not now speaking of what we may receive individually, but of what the assembly is as the counterpart of Christ. He deliberately considers her. When Mary Magdalene came to the Lord in resurrection, she would have renewed the old associations; she would have renewed, as it were, the connection with Bethany. I do not say she was of Bethany, but she represented the family that had affection for Christ whilst He was here upon earth. The Lord says to her, Touch me not, John 20:17. The earthly associations must give place to the heavenly. Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren, John 20:17. There is the name  my brethren. That is the name that the Lord gives us. It expresses what we are to Him in virtue of His resurrection  the brethren of Christ. Now what are the brethren of Christ? What marks them? The sons of God are marked by dignity and liberty. What marks the brethren of Christ? What was Christ down here? 

    He was a new order of Man; a heavenly Man amongst men, and what marked Him was the tenderest solicitude and care for the welfare of His own. This shone out in chapter 13. It shone at the Supper. That was the spirit of Christ, and it was by that spirit fully set forth in His death, that the love of God was expressed. It is in the light of that that the brethren of Christ are formed. The thought of brethren is that of mutual affection. We stand in relation to Christ, and in relation to one another, beloved friends, in mutual affection, and the Lord views us as being wholly derived from Himself. We have our origin in Christ with no history prior to that. In this connection we stand related to Him, but not in earthly associations. Mount Olivet is in type the scene of heavenly associations. Hence when all was over, after the Supper, they sang a hymn and went to the mount of Olives. He had been accustomed to go there before; in John 8 we are told that He went there; the disciples went to their own homes; Jesus went to the mount of Olives, John 8:1. It was His own retreat, and now He leads His disciples there. As His brethren in resurrection we have heavenly links and associations. Our origin is from Him, and He gives us a name that describes what we are. This time, says Adam, it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man. 

    Well, it is to that company that Christ is Head, and His headship is known in a spiritual way. I refer to that just for a moment, because upon it depends what is intimated here in Proverbs 31, in the woman of worth, the virtuous woman. If the assembly is not set up in heavenly relationship with Christ she cannot fully set Him forth here. Her testimony is peculiar to herself, and it depends on her knowledge of Him as her Head, as having given to her a name. I would ask you, Have you any idea of having received a name from Christ? It is well that He knows us by name here, where, under the government of God, we all have names, but it is an entirely different thought to be conscious of having a name from Christ in a spiritual way, to be conscious that the name He has given you is a name that involves your qualification to be united to Him. Adam says, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man. That, I believe, sets forth the Lord Jesus, giving a name to His assembly, and the form the testimony has taken during the interval of His absence is of a feminine character. The testimony has taken form in the Woman; the Man is out of sight. He is in heaven, and if the Man is not in evidence here, what does that bring to light? It brings to light the character of the Woman. The absence of Christ has become the occasion of the testing of the character of the assembly. 

    In Proverbs 7 the wicked womans husband is away; she says, the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey: he hath taken a bag of money with him, Proverbs 7:19,20. She has no regard as to how long he is going to stay away, and she is utterly unfaithful to him. She represents that which had a place in relation to Christ, but has proved to be utterly unfaithful to Him and a corruptress of the world. 

    But what is found in the woman of worth is that she thinks of her husband, and what is more precious still, he has full confidence in her. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. Now, if you consider the assemblys position here in regard of Christ in this light, it opens up a wonderful field for instruction. As I have been saying, chapter 30 gives us a prophetic outline of the conditions that prevail in the world, while chapter 31 gives us an outline prophetically of the history of the assembly viewed as in relationship with Christ. Therefore we have described in it the true features of the assembly while the Lord is away. 

    Now, the question arises as to where we are while Christ is absent, where we are in regard of our hearts, our labours, our testimony and our walk. What is it that controls us? Well, I can conceive of nothing that maintains christian testimony at its proper standard, but the light in our souls of our heavenly association with Christ. We are called to that. We have the first place with Christ. We are that family that has the first place in His affections, and, as thus privileged, we have the honour of maintaining for Him whilst He is away. 

    As to the type set forth here, the first thing noted is that this woman of worth is very rare, and then that her husband safely trusts in her. I think it ought to appeal to us in a direct way as to whether the Lord can commit anything to us. Now it seems to me the Lord has graciously committed something to us, and when I say us I mean the assembly. I would never use the collective expression in regard of christians in any other light than that of the whole assembly. The Lord committed a great deal to the apostles. Nothing can exceed the beauty of the early chapters of the Acts. There was a company gazing up as Christ went into heaven; they loved Him, and when the cloud received Him out of their sight they were marked by respect for the authority of the Scriptures. For the moment the Scriptures were the sole authority recognised by the apostles. And besides this, they were united in affection and they were all together in one place; they were all of one accord, for they loved Him and loved one another; and it is to that company that the Lord Jesus commits His interests. How much He committed to them! All the vast interests that belong to Christ were committed to that company. Think of the weight of responsibility laid upon them, but, beloved brethren, they were true to it. The Spirit of God shows us that at least for a moment there was a complete answer to the trust and confidence of Christ; they maintained in affection what He had committed to them. 

    It seems to me that the Lord has committed something to us. I have no doubt that in speaking to Sardis the Lord alluded to the great light of the Reformation. Great light had been vouchsafed, and they were to remember what they had received and heard. But when He comes to Philadelphia He can address the church and say, thou hast kept the word of my patience, Revelation 3:10. There was the answer to His confidence; it was not misplaced. The Lord had committed something to her and His confidence was not betrayed. His commendation is this: thou ... hast kept my word and hast not denied my name, Revelation 3:8. There is the virtuous woman, the woman of worth. After Ephesus there is no real answer to Christ in the assembly until you come to Philadelphia, and there there is complete evidence of an answer to the confidence of Christ as to that which He had committed to her. 

    Surely it is a matter of great concern what we are going to do with what the Lord has committed to us. What are we going to do with it? I am not assuming to lay a burden upon any one. It is a question of what we are going to do with what the Lord has committed to us. I doubt not that the traits of the virtuous woman will continue to the end, notwithstanding the ruin. She goes on, and what marks here is that she is true to what has been committed to her, and she makes the most of it. She is active to promote the interests of her husband. She knows her head, so that everything she does is done in order. If it be a question of the order of her house, she looks well to it. There are those who make light of order in the assembly, but be assured of this, that the virtuous woman is seen in the order of the house, and she looks well to the ways of her household. Whatever feebleness there may be, there is nothing tolerated that would bring discredit on Him to whom the house belongs. 

    I cannot dwell upon the detail only to point out one other thing, and that is, in result, that He who has been, as it were, out of sight is known. The headship of Christ is a practical thing. Now the woman is in evidence, and the great result is that when the time comes for Him to sit among the elders of the land to take a public place, He is well known. He is known through His wife. Her husband is known in the gates. In the future Christ will be identified by that which is of Himself which the assembly sets forth. 

    What that means for us is, that the spiritual order of things which is to prevail in the assembly publicly is already established there now. Every feature of the order of things that God has in His mind is to find its answer in the assembly, so that the world to come, whereof we speak (Hebrews 2:5) is already witnessed to. It is known in testimony now through the virtuous woman. Hence the great importance of virtue. What I understand by virtue is ability to refuse what is evil and to maintain what is good. If you have those two things you have what Christ has confidence in; and hence you have testimony. So that when the Lord arrives He has not to announce Himself again, He is known in the assembly; Her husband is known in the gates. 

    Well, it is evident, as I have been saying, that it is of immense importance that we should apprehend our calling. The wonderful place that we have as viewed in relation to Christ risen from the dead, and having a name received from His own lips (Remember that!), involves that we are in every way suited to be His companions in heavenly glory. But in the meantime we are placed down here where all is adverse and our virtue is put to the test, and wherever the test is answered to there is witness for Christ. So that in the future He requires not to announce Himself again; He is known already, and when He takes His place among the elders of the land (that is, publicly) he is known in the gates. 

    The Lord grant that our hearts may be true to Him for the little while. You may depend upon it that the enemy is doing all he can to take away from us what God has committed to us, and our responsibility is to maintain tenaciously every interest of Christ until He returns. 

  
    THE MYSTERY (JT 4)

    Proverbs 31:10 - 31; Romans 16: 25, 26; Ephesians 3: 1 - 11.

    JTThe book of Proverbs is divided into several sections, as most of us will have noticed. Each of the last two chapters stands by itself. The first nine chapters are spoken by the son of David. Then you have a series of chapters which are simply ; designated The Proverbs of Solomon; and then you have the proverbs of Solomon which were copied out by the men of Hezekiah; chapter 25. In chapter 30 you have the words of Agur; and then in chapter 31 the words of king Lemuel; this chapter introduces the virtuous woman. 

    FLThe words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him. 

    JTThere can be no doubt that chapter 30 gives us the experience of an inspired, as we might say, observer as to the state of things in the creation. 

    There are six sets of fours, things or persons. Taken as a whole, I think it indicates the conditions that exist actually in the creation. I think four, as a numeral, might be taken to represent what is universal. 

    RSSWhere do you get the six sets of fours? 

    JTIn chapter 30, the writer of that chapter, Agur, calls attention to these things. In verse 11 we get, There is a generation that curseth their father; in verse 12, There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness; in verse 13, There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up; in verse 14, There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords. Four kinds of generations are spoken of there, the four evil things; and then there are four insatiable things, things which are never satisfied, verses 15, 16; 

    and four inscrutable things, things that cannot be understood, verses 18, 19, four unbearable things, verses 21 - 23; four weak things, which express wisdom, verses 24, 25; and four stately things, verses 29 - 31. 

    RSSIs this a review of what there is in creation? 

    JTI think it is. I think the writer, by divinely given experience, knows these things as actually existing here, showing what a mixture there is in creation. 

    RSSWhat do you think is in view in introducing them? 

    JTThe writer has not the explanation of things, but he suggests that they are there. 

    FLI take it that this chapter is very much in line with the book of Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes is from the point of view of the man who had the best opportunity to observe and to prove things under the sun. 

    RemIt is fallen creation. 

    JTYes, it is creation as it is. 

    FLI rather thought that in chapter 30, while it refers to creation, yet in the four weak things there is a testimony to God. 

    RemYou refer to the ants, conies, locusts, and spiders? 

    JTThey may be taken, I think, to represent what is of God, weak, but possessed of wisdom and forethought. 

    FLWhat is said of them is that they are exceeding wise. 

    JTThen I think in chapter 31 the king and the virtuous woman being introduced together, and the latter especially enlarged upon, that we have indicated the assembly as formed of Christ. This morning the woman in chapter 14 was referred to, she builds her house. In this chapter she is seen in her proper relation to the man, the king, who is unquestionably an allusion to Christ. The woman comes in in her place as having taken character from Him; so that I thought it would form the connection between the line of thought in this book and the mystery spoken of in the New Testament. 

    RSSWhat do you think is the signification of chapter 31: 1, the prophecy that his mother taught him. 

    JTUndoubtedly king Lemuel refers to Solomon. One great feature of Solomon was that he was, as prophetically announced, a special child in the family: he was regarded in a special light by David and Bath-sheba, and hence the influence of the parents is especially mentioned. 

    RSSHis other name was Jedidiah, meaning, Beloved of the Lord. 

    JTHe must have had a peculiar place with Bath-sheba on account of the prophetic announcement in regard to him. She would take account of him in the light of the divine announcement, and her training and influence would be in that connection. We may say that the virtuous woman is the result of the gospel, the gospel provides her. 

    RSSProvides her for Christ, as Eve for Adam, and Rebekah for Isaac. 

    AFMDoes the type of the virtuous woman contemplate the absence of Christ? 

    JTI think it does, because as her characteristics are outlined, she is the dominating influence in the house. 

    FLI think that is also indicated by the word, her candle goeth not out by night; it is the light, and the light is maintained. 

    JTAnd the fact of the husband being away, or absent, only brings her virtue more into evidence. The contrast as to that is in chapter 7, where the husband is also absent, and the woman there is wanting in virtue; she has none. I think the gospel is that which produces the virtuous woman, and so I am thankful that the passage in the end of Romans was suggested, because the unfolding of the gospel is to the individual; then the unfolding of the mystery is properly introduced. I take it that the epistle to the Romans lays the basis for Ephesians. 

    JSThey are really connected, are they not? 

    FLThe last three verses of Romans are the link with Ephesians. 

    JTI think so. The question then arises, Where does Colossians come in? I think the answer is, that Colossians is properly, a corrective epistle, and it contains the instruction as to how we get into the realisation of the mystery; that is, Colossians has our side, in view. Romans and Ephesians are the normal setting forth of the gospel and the assembly from the divine side. 

    RSSAnd they are constructive epistles. Colossians, as you were saying, is corrective. You were mentioning last evening that we do not get the conflict in Colossians; why is that? 

    JTBecause the conflict has reference to the heavenly position of the assembly. 

    RSSIn Colossians you are seen as risen with Christ. But of course that does not put you into heaven. 

    FLI should think at the present time when all the elements of the world have crept in among Christians that we must appreciate Colossians before we really enter into Ephesians. 

    JTThe light given in Romans really prepares the believer for Ephesians. 

    HGWould you say that the thought given in Romans is suggestive of something further? 

    JTThe apostle introduces the mystery as something to be inquired into, and you can understand the Christians in Rome inquiring, What does Paul mean in this? 

    FLAnd similarly in regard to the purpose of God in chapter 8, a person might inquire as to the fulness of it; and then in chapter 12 the one body; it might be said, what is the one body for? 

    JTThe epistle to the Romans up to chapter 8 meets the individual believer, leading up to the divine purpose that he should be glorified; whom he justified, them he also glorified (the Colossian point of view is passed over); so that his soul is set in the full light of Gods purpose in regard to him. He takes care of you right up to the glory. 

    RSSWhat is the Colossian position? 

    JTThat epistle was necessitated by declension among the saints. Christ had not His full place with them, and hence you find throughout the epistle the thought of Christ is enlarged upon, because what the saints there needed was that Christ should have the whole place in their affections. The mystery is said to be Christ in you; that is, that Gods wonderful thought in regard to the Gentiles was that His Son should actually be amongst them. That was a wonderful thing for the Gentiles, something that should arouse their affections for Christ; that was Gods hidden thought, that His Son should have a place in the midst of the Gentiles. 

    FLThe virtuous woman corresponds somewhat with Rebekah, do you not think? She came to be a comfort to Isaac. 

    JTI think so. I think Pauls ministry properly brings in the virtuous woman. His ministry in the gospel brings in a company formed of Jew and Gentile, a company that loves Christ. He says, I have espoused you to one man; that is to say, he had in the gospel presented one object before them. 

    AFMThe virtuous woman is very active. 

    JTBecause of the urgency of the moment; there is great need, and hence the activity. Her spirit should pervade every servant and indeed, every Christian. 

    AFMDo you mean in view of testimony to Christ? 

    JTYes, and in view of the need of the household. It all hinges on her affection for her husband, because his honour is linked up with the house. The house is his. I think Paul in his ministry brought one Man before the saints; the point of that is, that he did not present two. He says, I have espoused you to one man to present you as a chaste virgin to Christ; and I believe if the one man obtains a place in the hearts of the saints, then all activity would take character from that. What is said of the virtuous woman describes the activity of the saints because of their love for Christ. 

    FLThe lack of wisdom is seen in the foolish virgins. They went to meet the Bridegroom without oil in their vessels. 

    JBWould you not say that in Colossians Christ takes His place as the Head of the church; then we take our place in Ephesians? 

    JTIt is because of what He is personally that He is Head in Colossians; whereas in Ephesians He is made Head; God has made Him to be. Head over all things to the church. 

    HPHow is the virtuous woman produced by the gospel? 

    JTBy the presentation of Christ a company is formed that love Him. The gospel carried with it the idea of virtue. Virtue means, I think, the ability to refuse what is evil and to adhere to what is good. 

    AFMIf it is not anticipating, you have shown us what is the mystery in Colossians, will you tell us what it is in Ephesians 3? 

    JTIn Ephesians 3 the full divine thought is in view; it is that which God has had in view in His operations in the creation. God had created all things, it is said. His wisdom is seen in the creation, but His all-various wisdom is seen in the assembly. 

    AFMThere are three points suggested in it: a joint body, and joint-partakers of His promise in the glad tidings, and joint-heirs. 

    JPIt is by the glad tidings, and that answers the question asked by our brother how the gospel produces the virtuous woman. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between joint heirs and joint partakers? 

    JTThe thought lies in the word joint, that the Jew and Gentile are brought in together in a body wholly outside of Gods dealings upon earth. 

    JPAnd Israel had part in this with the nations by the gospel. 

    LTPThat there should be a joint body had been hidden? 

    JTYes; that the nations should be brought into it was wholly new. Now you have Wisdom; not only Wisdoms house, but the whole scheme of divine wisdom, and that seen by the highest order of beings outside of men, Ephesians 3: 10. 

    JPIt has taken form and finds its expression in the assembly, so that there is the testimony of it even now in regard to the heavenlies. 

    QuesDoes the virtuous woman figure as the church in mystery? 

    JTShe is, I think, the figure of the assembly in the absence of her husband; that is, of Christ, so that you have her character fully portrayed in the chapter we have read; and then, as you connect it with Ephesians, I think you see in it as regards testimony for God the whole scheme of His wisdom. The manifold wisdom is found in that company. 

    FLAt the present time the assembly is under the eye of the principalities and the powers in the heavenlies. 

    JTThe angelic beings were witnesses from the very outset; they were witnesses of every divine operation. We are told that the sons of God shouted for joy at the time that the foundations of the earth were laid; they did not see the end from the beginning. They did not see the whole scheme of divine wisdom, but they were intensely interested in what God was doing. We can understand how they followed all the divine operations and with what interest they contemplated Eden, and Adam placed there, and afterwards what came out in Israel. Then when Christ became Man there can be nothing more interesting than the pleasure manifested by the angelic host. 

    CASo it says in Timothy, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels. 

    JTAs God proceeded in His operations there was the unfolding of His wisdom; and when Christ became Man the angels were in raptures of joy. There is nothing which sets forth their character so much as that passage in Luke: A multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. They are wholly without envy. 

    JPAnd they seem to have intelligence and to be completely in sympathy with God. We have this wonderful place; that is, we are of those in whom God has good pleasure. 

    HG-THYou can say that is made known to the obedience of faith amongst all nations? 

    JTYes; all the nations were to know. As the apostle says, to enlighten all with the knowledge of what is the administration of the mystery. It was Gods thought that all should understand it. Now redemption is accomplished the angelic hosts look down and see it. They see it in a company of sons. Redemption accomplished, the truth of son-ship becomes actual, and when you get a company of sons, there is sympathy, just as at the outset, when the sons of God shouted with joy; all the sons of God; they were all interested in what God was doing. The truth of sonship. Becomes effective consequent upon redemption, and I believe that the ministry of Paul is that which brings sonship fully to light. 

    In his gospel he announced the Son. I do not think you can understand the mystery apart from the truth of sonship. 

    JPPaul began by preaching that Jesus was the Son of God; sonship was the end. 

    FLHe started his testimony by preaching that Jesus is the Son of God. 

    JTThat basis being laid you have an unfolding of the divine wisdom, and it is not in connection with Jerusalem. The message of the twelve was in connection with Jerusalem; but when the Son of God is introduced a universal Head is introduced, and I believe it is of great importance to see that the truth of sonship of necessity underlies the unfolding of the manifold wisdom of God. In this chapter the apostle emphasises the fact that the Gentiles are joint partakers in it; but we must remember that the epistle to the Romans necessarily precedes this epistle as light. The epistle to the Romans shows us that we are Gods sons and Christs brethren; and it takes us on to heaven, because it says, whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

    JPAnd I think it so perfectly agrees with what was stated yesterday that Wisdom is the form which divine love has taken to accomplish its blessed purpose, and if that is a correct definition of Wisdom, then the wisdom of God can only be seen in a company that are not only in that love, but responsive to it, and that is the assembly. 

    AFMEnlarge a little upon Gods all various wisdom. 

    JTI think God can unfold it now in having a company who are wholly sympathetic with Him; they are wholly sympathetic as sons. I am not ignoring the fact that He is pointing out that the Gentiles are brought in, but Pauls gospel underlies it; and his gospel really introduces the virtuous woman. The Gentiles having been enlightened by Pauls gospel are suited to be joint partakers, a joint body and joint heirs. The body depends on sonship, and heirship depends on sonship; if you are a son you are an heir. 

    JPIf sons, then heirs. Because ye are sons God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts; it is as sons that we have part in the divine system of things. 

    JTIf in any company of Christians there is no spring of sympathy the conditions for the display of divine wisdom are wanting. The spring of sympathy depends on the saints being in the light of sonship. If there is a spring of sympathy among the saints God can work out His thoughts there. 

    CAIt is a subjective state in souls, then? 

    JTYes. 

    AFMWhen God was about to dwell with His people Israel He began His instructions with the ark, and He said, as it were, If I do not have My ark I shall not have My habitation, it all depended on the ark. And now in Christ and the assembly God has the means and way by which He will be glorified, and the means by which: all His counsels and purposes will be realised. 

    JTI think that is right. What He proposed to Pharaoh was, Let my son go, that he may serve me. Having Israel in the wilderness, God had . His son, but then where was the spring of sympathy? The history proved that sonship was not really there at all. But it was assumed in principle, for the material for the tabernacle was to come from the people. And the tabernacle was typically the unfolding of the divine scheme, and its construction was made to depend on the people. We see thus how essential the sympathy of the saints is to the unfolding of divine wisdom. I think it is in that connection the mystery stands. If you have not sonship as an underlying basis you have not working material, but God has this because He has brought in sonship. 

    JBSo in speaking to Israel He had sonship in view. 

    FLThe tabernacle was a primary thought and it depended on sonship; but neither Adam nor Israel answered to the truth of sonship. In Christ sonship is seen and now also in the assembly. 

    JTThere is nothing more important than that the saints should see that the underlying basis is sonship. In John 8 the Lord introduces two thoughts: the first, that the truth sets free; we are set free by the truth; that is, the truth enables you to extricate yourself from what is external, from the complications without. The Jews said they were never in bondage to any one; the Lord says, he that commits sin is the bondman of sin. The second thought I allude to is that the Son abides in the house for ever. If the Son therefore sets free we are really free. 

    JPThe servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abides for ever. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed, John 8: 35. 

    JTThe truth sets free in extricating your soul from what is without, and the Son gives you the consciousness of liberty in the house. The Son sets us free in freedom. I would like to enlarge a little on the thought of sonship, because it is impossible to get the mystery without sonship, especially at the present time, because people are mixed up so much in what is bondage. Christendom is in bondage. They have gone back to mount Sinai; they are in bondage in the desert. Christians as a rule prefer the idea of servant and master to that of a son. Gods thought is that the Son should control the house, whereas you find in every sect in Christendom the idea of sonship is dropped, and that of master and servant takes its place. How can you have the mystery in those connections? A clergyman or any person in official position over Gods people is a denial of sonship, because a clergyman is either in command of the flock or he is the servant of the flock, and both thoughts exclude sonship. It is a remarkable thing that people are so given to the idea of having one whom they can dismiss. You can dismiss a servant. If you pay him a salary surely he is your servant; a person who can be dismissed is not a son, and the influence of such a person cannot produce liberty; be he ever such a nice person, he is a servant at best, and his influence cannot be other than that which tends to bondage. Now Gods thought is that the Son is to be over the house. There is a very great difference between the influence of a son and of a servant who can be dismissed at any time. 

    JPI distinctly feel we are not touching now what is merely provisional. 

    JTSonship is not provisional. 

    JPAt the end of the chapter the assembly is the vessel of Gods glory. 

    JTThe assembly viewed in connection with divine counsel is not provisional. Ephesians has eternity in view. 

    FLThe best possible service does not secure a place in the house for ever. The Son abides ever. Solomon is a contrast to Moses in that way. Moses is never said to have been a son. He was a ministering servant; he was the lawgiver. Solomon is typically the son and he built the house. 

    RemYou spoke of the influence of a servant. 

    JTThe influence of a servant tends to bondage, A servant abides not in the house; no matter how estimable he may be, he is liable to go at any moment. 

    QuesWhat is it to abide in the house? 

    JTYou have to be a son before you know anything about it; the sons place is there in contrast to the servant. And the son is wholly sympathetic with the father. Abraham could not in righteousness turn Sarah and Isaac out of the house, but he could turn Hagar and Ishmael out, because Hagar was a bond-servant. As Christendom has taken up the position of a bond-servant, God can righteously remove it and He will, but those in the place of sonship will never have to go out. 

    FLViewed in connection with the kingdom we are the Lords servants, but that is provisional. 

    JTCertainly. I am glad you mentioned that, because one would not cast a slight on service, but true Christian service is based on sonship. 

    HPHow is the spring of sympathy produced in our hearts? 

    JTIt is by the knowledge that we are Gods sons. 

    CAYou do not get the working out of Gods mind in the church without sonship. 

    JBFaith works by love. 

    JTThere is a peculiar lustre in the movements of one who knows himself to be in the relationship of son; he acts not only because he is under obligation to God, but in sympathy with God. 

    PLNow a word about the mystery. 

    JTThe apostle states here that it had been hidden. It had not been disclosed in the ages previously. God had it in His own mind at the outset, but now He has made it known. By revelation the mystery has been made known to me ... which in other generations has not been made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the power of the Spirit, that they who are of the nations should be joint heirs, and a joint body, and joint partakers of his promise in Christ Jesus by the glad tidings, Ephesians 3: 3 - 11. The mystery is according to Gods eternal purpose, but it has been made known to those whom God has taken into His confidence, whom the apostle here styles, his holy apostles and prophets. The thought was that a company should be formed out of Israel and the nations which should stand in such intimate relationship with Christ as its Head, that it should be His body here on earth. It is the product of Pauls gospel, really, and so is formed in the light of sonship. The assembly is formed of those who are in the relationship of sons, otherwise it could not be the vessel of Gods glory, and that in which His all-various wisdom is set forth. 

    FLSo that it is not a thing we regard as mysterious and unknowable, but on the contrary it is put before us that we may enter into it, having the full light of it in the sphere where the Holy Spirit operates; that is in the assembly. 

    HG-THDoes it suggest anything that when the present creation was brought in the sons of God should shout? 

    JTIt suggests that sons are always in sympathy with God. 

    ARSWould you say that sonship is not a new testimony, but that the mystery is? 

    JTYes. 

    CAIt is only sons who can enter into the mystery. 

    JTIt is remarkable that Gods creatorial work should be introduced here. It shows that the Spirit would connect the whole thread of divine wisdom with the assembly. The angels witnessed the creation, but wisdom was only seen partially there; now it is seen in its entirety in the assembly. It is marvellous that we should be brought into that in which the all-variousness of divine wisdom is displayed. The chapter closes with the assembly viewed as the vessel of Gods glory throughout the eternal ages. 

  
    THE KING AND THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN (GOSPEL PREACHING) (JT 4)

    Proverbs 31:4 - 31.

    I desire to say a few words in regard to the King and the virtuous woman. I think I may be able to show that they go together; that is, Gods King, who is Christ, and the virtuous woman, who is the assembly, are bound up together. The book of Proverbs, as we know, is the book of wisdom, and it is a very fitting conclusion that we should find in the last chapter an expression of wisdom in the virtuous woman. The chapter to my mind agrees in a sense with the teaching of 1 Corinthians and Ephesians. In 1 Corinthians you get Christ as wisdom. He is said to be the wisdom of God and the power of God. Whereas in the epistle to the Ephesians we are told that the all-various wisdom of God is now witnessed in the assembly by the angels. So in the ending of Gods ways, all of which set forth wisdom, you get wisdom expressed livingly. First of all in Christ, and, secondly, in the assembly. 

    Now to my mind it is a most interesting chapter in that way; for king Lemuel undoubtedly alludes to Solomon. Solomon is, in a sense, the ideal king in Scripture, and it is imperative that every one should become acquainted with the king. So I feel it proper to call attention to Lemuel, taking him as alluding to Solomon, who is a figure of Christ. You will never understand Christianity until you know the King, and I think what is said in regard to this personage would convey to us who the King is. We cannot fail to see Christ in what marked this king. It says in the eighth verse, Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction. Now I think that this passage answers to Christ exactly. And another thing I would say in regard to the King is that salvation stands connected with Him. 

    I refer for a moment to the gospel of Luke: a gospel which, as we all know, presents Christ in relation to man. There can be no question that man in his natural state is deprived of speech, and, moreover, he is appointed to destruction. The gospel of Luke presents to us Christ as intervening on the part of man. You get that in Zacharias in the first chapter of Luke. He, by the way, was dumb; he had been stricken dumb, as you will remember, because of his unbelief; but directly his mouth is opened he speaks of Christ. As able to speak again he calls attention to this, that God had raised up a horn of deliverance in the house of His servant David; that is to say, salvation for man is connected with the King. He did not say that God had raised up a horn of salvation in the house of Abraham, nor in the house of Jacob, but in the house of David. Now that gives you a clue as to the mode by which God has effected salvation. The horn in Scripture is symbolical of power, and in this instance it refers to Christ. Christ was Gods Horn of salvation, and He was raised up in the house of the king. David was the king and God intervened in the house of David and raised up a Horn of salvation. I refer to that to show that in order to know salvation you have to become acquainted with the King. Zacharias in Luke 1 goes on to say, that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve him ... all the days of our life. As obtaining salvation from our enemies at the hand of Christ, we should serve God without fear, all the days of our life. 

    I want, therefore, to call your attention to the King, and I am greatly encouraged in what is stated here of Lemuel. He was to open his mouth for the dumb in the cause of those who were appointed for destruction. Now here we get a class of persons that the Lord Jesus Christ intervenes for. He intervenes for those who are dumb. Can He not speak? I know of nothing that is more intensely interesting for man than the gospel of Luke, which is Christ here upon earth in manhood in relation to man before God, and I want you to place yourself, as it were, in the midst of humanity and regard yourself in that light as related to Christ. You have One that can speak. He has taken up a place in relation to man Godward and He can speak. Man is dumb. He cannot articulate naturally a single syllable Godward. He is utterly incapable of pleading his cause in the presence of God. The Lord Jesus Christ became Man, and He is perfectly capable to take up the cause of man here upon earth and plead it in the presence of God. 

    Now you will never understand the gospel until you see Christ in relation to man before God. Directly you do see it your heart is relieved and unbounded confidence fills it. You have a Man as Head who is qualified to speak to God in regard to you. That was what marked Christ. He can speak to man, but He also can speak to God. Everybody else is dumb. It is not that people do not endeavour to speak, but if you do, God shuts your mouth, and if you really know yourself in the presence of God, you put your hand upon your mouth. You have nothing to say; you are perfectly unqualified to speak to God. You have no footing before Him; and even if you had you could not speak. Christ can speak. The Lord Jesus Christ has taken up the cause of humanity, and in the presence of God He speaks on behalf of humanity. He speaks to God. He opens His mouth for the dumb. Have you arrived at the stage where you feel you are utterly without a word? You have nothing to say to God? The Lord takes your place. He opens His mouth for the dumb. He takes up mans cause in the presence of God and pleads it; so that man is perfectly represented before God and mans cause is taken up by One perfectly qualified to deal with it. I repeat that you will never understand the gospel, neither will you understand your place before God, if you do not see that Christ as Man has taken up mans cause and glorified God in every respect in regard to it. So in that sense God is indebted to man for glory; that is, to Christ. 

    Then it says, in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction. I need not say that that refers to man. It may be that you are not aware of the fact, but it is true that you are appointed to destruction; this is what Lemuel was to do. And, moreover, it says, Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy. I cannot enlarge upon these things, but I commend them to you that you might understand how these things are seen perfectly in Christ. He takes up the cause of those who are appointed to destruction. Has He not taken up our cause? The Lord Jesus Christ took mans place as appointed to destruction. He took up your cause and mine before God. He went to Calvary. He went to the cross, and there He exhausted the judgment. The judgment that was duly ours He took upon Himself vicariously as man. The judgment that lay upon us who were appointed to destruction, the Lord Jesus Christ has borne. And now our place, the place of the believer, is assured by His place in the presence of God. I do wish I might be able to convey to every heart here the position that Christ occupies at the present moment before God in relation to humanity. Directly it enters into your heart you have light, you have confidence. Peter tells us that God has raised him from the dead and given him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God. Directly you see that the One who took your place on the cross has been taken up by God, and placed in heaven in glory, your heart is filled with confidence in God. Your faith is in God. You say, If He has taken that One and put Him in highest glory, what doubt can I have henceforth, what difficulty can I have henceforth? The place He has given Christ is my place, the favour towards Christ is the favour of God toward me. It is so magnificent, so transcendent, that our hearts are slow to take it in; but the place that Christ has in heaven now is the measure of the believers place in the presence of God. You all remember what David said as to Mephibosheth, that I may show him kindness for Jonathans sake. Jonathan was related to Mephibosheth. Now I repeat that you will never rightly understand the gospel until you see there is a link between Christ and man. There was a link between Jonathan and Mephibosheth, a link of relationship; so the position of Mephibosheth in the house of David depended upon Davids thoughts of Jonathan. And what is your position before God? What does it depend upon? It depends upon Gods thought of Christ. There is a link between Christ and you. There is no link between Christ and us on the ground of the flesh, but there is a link between Christ and us in this respect, that Christ is a Man. He is not an angel, He is a Man. The Lord Jesus Christ is a Man, and you have a claim upon Christ because you are a man. You are entitled to Him. He is available for you; not for angels, but for man. He is a Man, and hence there is a link between Him and you, for He is Head of every man. Directly it enters into your soul it gives you confidence because you think of that Man who heads humanity in the presence of God and every one has title to Him. So your footing in the presence of God is based upon Christ as Man in His presence, as having died and risen. 

    So David said, that I may show him kindness for Jonathans sake. The point was, there was a link between Jonathan and Mephibosheth, and so God would impress upon men everywhere that He takes account of them in relation to Christ. You may depend upon it, the condition of the world today would be very different were it not that God has raised up a Head for man. God is patient and forbearing; He is waiting upon man because of Christ. Now He is available for you. Be you who you may, be your history what it may, you are related to Christ in that sense. You belong to humanity and Christ partook of the same; He is a Man. But this involves that, as having partaken of flesh and blood He has given Himself for all. He gave Himself a ransom for all, not for believers alone, but for all. He gave Himself for all; so every one has a claim on Christ. 

    The vicarious sacrifice of Christ is great enough to include humanity. He has borne all that lay upon man; death, the curse, by dying; and now, as risen, He is available to all. But remember, it is only through faith that you come into the good of what is presented in Him. Apart from His death the headship of Christ could not be practical; for blessing could not be administered to man on the ground of the flesh. Blessing for man is in Christ as having died and risen, hence it is to those who have faith. He pleads the cause of the poor, and judges righteously. Can you not commit yourself unreservedly to that Man who judges righteously? How perfectly all these things shine in Christ the King! A most wonderful thing about Christ is, that, though He has all power in heaven and upon earth, He has the heart of a man; He has a perfectly sympathetic heart; He has a heart which knows what it is to be ill-treated, to be misjudged, to be misrepresented; therefore, He is qualified to enter into all that you may be going through. He is qualified to enter into all the exercises and sorrows to which we are subject. I take it that Christ in that sense is the expression of wisdom. You could not think of divine wisdom finding an expression for itself except in Christ. How could you find it expressed otherwise? In all the intricacies of humanity, sin having been introduced into it, how could you find wisdom expressed except in a divine Person coming into manhood and taking up the cause of humanity, removing to Gods glory, all that lay upon man, and entering into all the sorrows a mans heart passes through? All that was seen in Christ upon earth, and it is embodied in Him in heaven. 

    We may now turn to the other feature of the chapter  the virtuous woman. The virtuous woman is one of the most interesting subjects in Scripture. There is only one in the whole universe, according to this passage. Others have done virtuously, but she excels them all. Her price is far above rubies. Now what I see in this virtuous woman is this: that she is a perfect transcript of the King. He expressed divine wisdom perfectly upon earth, and she is a reflex of Him; so you have divine wisdom perpetuated on earth in the virtuous woman. I do not intend to preach the virtuous woman, for she cannot be your Saviour, she cannot take up the cause of humanity, she cannot remove the liabilities which lie upon man; with Christ alone these things can be connected. But she can be the reflex of Christ. It says, Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The Lord when here was in search of something precious. He found the pearl of great price, alluding undoubtedly to the exceeding value of the assembly in His estimation. Here is a virtuous woman, her price is above rubies. What I understand by virtue in a woman is that she is able to keep herself in the absence of her husband. Virtue really means you have power to say Yes to what is good and No to what is evil. And this woman in the absence of her husband is wholly taken up with Him. She is so absorbed in Him that she is a perfect reflex of Him, and none but the assembly can answer to this picture. Others may have done virtuously, but she excels them all. Our day excels all other days. We have not only the King, we have also the virtuous woman today. When the Lord Jesus Christ was here they had the King, but they did not have the virtuous woman. Virtue is the result of the presence of the Holy Spirit here upon earth. Jude, writing to the Christians, said, Praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God. That is what I understand to be virtue. When the Holy Spirit came down to earth He took possession of believers in the character of cloven tongues as of fire. The fire, as I understand it, involved the complete refusal of all fleshly propensities. The hearts of the believers were taken up by the Spirit and controlled by the Spirit for Christ, and hence you get the virtuous woman. The virtuous woman could only be found here in the presence of the Holy Spirit; but, thank God, she is here today. 

    It says, moreover, The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. I call your attention to her only in that way, briefly, to show how there is a complete reflex of the King in the virtuous woman. There is the exclusion of all evil propensities. She holds herself absolutely for Christ, and the heart of her Husband doth safely trust in her. Christ trusts in the assembly. If there is one thing that is morally beautiful in the whole universe it is the virtuous woman. Christ being removed, the virtuous woman takes His place, and she is here and the heart of her Husband doth safely trust in her. You get great activity: She will do him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. While the Holy Spirit remains here upon earth the virtuous woman will do her Husband good, and not evil, all the days of her life. There is continued activity by the Holy Spirit here in this world in the absence of Christ. 

    In verse 23 it says, Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. Now all that refers to what is going on down here. What goes on up there is what you see in Lemuel, and I do wish that every believer might understand that Christ has taken up the cause of those appointed to destruction and that He judges righteously, He pleads for the poor and the needy. But there is more than that for you, there is the continued great activity of the virtuous woman. Will you suffer need? You belong to Gods household. As I said, I have no intention of replacing Christ in your heart by the assembly, but I do wish to impress this upon you, that the virtuous woman is interested in you: what I mean is, the activities of the Holy Spirit here upon the earth in the absence of Christ are in your favour. See what she does. She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands, verse 13. You have no idea how much is being done for you. It is a poor gospel that does not bring forward the present activity of the Holy Spirit here upon earth in favour of man. There is activity here. It says, She is like the merchants ships, she bringeth her food from afar. Is that not something of interest for you? You know there is famine everywhere. Here is activity: She is like the merchants ships, she bringeth her food from afar. It does not say from what place, but the suggestion is that it is from heaven. The virtuous woman brings it. She is like the merchants ships, she bringeth her food from afar; but brings it, and it is there for you. Then it goes on to say, She riseth also while it is yet night. Look at the interest! And what does she do? Giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. Is it not a matter of interest to believers that all this activity is going on, and that it is in their favour? The household really is Gods; but she is, as it were, responsible, and she is caring for it. It is really the activity of service. You will remember how the Lord spoke of the servant who ministered the portion of meat to his household in due season. And the wife is the responsible person in the absence of the husband, and as a virtuous woman she is caring for the household. You may depend upon it, if you are a believer in Christ you will get something of the food. It has been brought from afar. She not only brings it to you, she rises up early while it is night and gives it to you. That is the present activity that is going on in the behalf of believers. One might speak of other things, but you can look them up at your leisure. It says in verse 23, Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. Her husband is known through the virtuous woman. The excellent qualities of Christ shine through the assembly and in this way He is known. 

    It says in verse 25, Strength and honour are her clothing; nothing poor about these things. These are found in the assembly by the power of the Spirit. And now note: She shall rejoice in time to come. She has no fear. She is virtuous now in the absence of Christ, she has no fear in the day of His glory. Are you in the spirit of the virtuous woman? It really should mark every Christian. It says, She shall rejoice in time to come. That is real Christian state. Who rejoices in time to come? It is the virtuous person now. You have nothing to fear if you are virtuous now. It will be all glory then. But I go on. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; she is like Christ: that is just what He did. And in her tongue is the law of kindness. It is wonderful that there is such a thing as the law of kindness, Kindness is regulated by a law, and what marks the assembly is that she has the law in her tongue. 

    She looketh well to the ways of her household. She keeps order. It is a mercy that there is such a thing as that amongst us. There is nothing slipshod about her house. She looks well to it. There is no disorder there. Many of us here have had very serious exercise about these things. There must be divine order maintained, and if you go in among Gods people remember that, while everything is provided for you, she looks well to the ways of her household. She maintains order. 

    Then it says, Her children arise up and call her blessed; that is to say, you appreciate the gracious activity of the Holy Spirit among Gods people as the evidence of what Christ is. Her children arise up and call her blessed. And now what about her husband? Her husband also, and he praiseth her. He has a word to say about her. You may be sure that the Lord in the future will not forget to pay attention to all your virtue  He praiseth her. Then it says, Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Finally it says, Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lord she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates. These things will all be manifested in the future. I take the gates to be the public place. In the future, as indeed at present, her own works praise her in the gates. 

    May God grant we may not only see what is in Christ, but what marks the assembly in His absence. And, moreover, as believers we may see to it that these things mark us for His names sake. 
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    SPIRITUAL WEALTH (JT 22)

    Genesis 14:18; 2 Kings 4:1 - 13; Proverbs 31:10

    It is in my mind to speak from these scriptures of spiritual wealth, and consequent independency of this world, and of men in it. It is a divine thought that we should be individually, as well as collectively, wealthy. The idea of wealth  divine wealth  is prominent throughout Scripture, and in that epistle which may be said to be peculiarly our light  that is, the epistle to the Ephesians  we read of the unsearchable riches of Christ. Ephesians 3:8. The glad tidings announce these riches, as it is said, the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of Christ. Ephesians 3:8. And so I wish to show how the believer comes into this divine wealth, and how he is thereby set up in independency of the world, and then, how the assembly is seen in the chapter in Proverbs as also possessed of this wealth, so that she needs not to ask accommodation from the world. Indeed, what has marked the history of the assembly, the public body in the world, is that it fell to the level of the world in first seeking accommodation from it, and then allying itself with it, so that it is now indistinguishable from the world. And, as the Lord has come in for us, dear brethren, in recovering us from all this, my exercise is that we may be preserved; that we may not rely on light only; that we may understand the income that there is whereby we are to be maintained at the full height of the position in which the light sets us. 

    So I wish first to speak of administration, and I take Abraham in the chapter in Genesis to represent a believer coming in for the gain of this; that is, for the ministrations of Christ, in order that he should not be dependent on the patronage of the world. Even although he may seem to have served as Abraham did, the believer is not to come under the patronage of the world. As a matter of fact, Abraham did not ally himself with the king of Sodom and his confederates to help them; his part in the war had Lot in view. He undertook to take part in the conflict in order to deliver Lot  a worthy object, surely  and if one looks into the map of the territory traversed by Abraham in this war, one will be impressed with his brotherly interest; that, indeed, he laid down his life for his brother. He took his life in his hands in order to rescue his brother, and so, having succeeded, the King of Sodom would fain patronise him. 

    How often young people are exposed, as they come into the light of the gospel, to this snare of the devil! I wish particularly to dwell on this passage, because to young ones setting out in the path of faith it is of all importance that you should understand that the Lord is in heaven, and is thinking of you, and that He foresees what you are exposed to, and provides against it, so that the temptation may not be greater than you can bear. Hence what you find is that at this juncture in Abrahams history the king, Melchisedec, appears. I want young ones here to understand that this is not a mere historical incident in the life of Abraham. The Old Testament ever helps us as speaking of Christ, and this chapter is intended to instruct us as to the administrative service of the Lord Jesus, and that His administration has every individual believer in view. 

    Now, in Acts 2, as you will remember, Peter announces the gospel, and the burden of it was to explain what had taken place in Jerusalem on that day, the day of Pentecost. It was a wonderful day; the Holy Spirit had just come down from Christ. Think of the import of that day! We are told that they were all with one accord in one place  it is a collective scene  and there came from heaven a sound as of a rushing, mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. Heaven made itself heard in that house, and not only made itself heard, but filled the house. If the house was filled with that sound there was no room for any other sound. It is a notification, at the outset, that God intends to have control of His house; that He intends that His voice, and His voice alone, is to be heard there. It is not as yet a question of what was said, but the sound; it filled the house, and, as filling it, it excluded every other sound. That was a collective scene, as I said; but then it says the Holy Spirit sat upon each of them. Acts 2:3. In the character of cloven tongues as of fire, He sat upon each. That is, the Holy Spirit came down from heaven, the evidence of the administrative power of Christ. He not only was there for the company; He was there for every individual in it, so that the Lord takes account of the youngest believer here; He is more concerned about a young believer than He is about the affairs of this world. The international affairs of the world occupy the minds of men, but there is no joy in heaven in regard to any of them. There is joy in heaven as a believer opens his heart to Christ and repents. Heaven sees in that heart an acknowledgement of the rights of God so far, though that heart has to be dealt with in a positive way, for repentance is not enough. You cannot live on repentance. It is negative. It affords joy in the hearts of the saints who know you, but it is not joy in your heart; it is sorrow. I have no confidence in a conversion in which there is no sorrow, in which there are no tears. Repentance is bitter, but heaven intends that that heart should be filled, that the sorrow should be turned into joy, and so the administration of Christ is to the end that your heart should be filled. Hence we read that Melchisedec met Abraham with bread and wine. Who was there to compare in that day with Melchisedec? Who is there to compare now with Christ? No one, and yet Christ, who is peerless, both in heaven and upon earth, is interested in your soul, and the wealth of heaven is available to your soul. The Lord is concerned at this moment that in your soul there should be enough, and to spare. 

    And so Melchisedec, as I said, appears. Who is he? He is King of Righteousness. Do you wish to have anything to do with any other king? You will understand I am not referring to the powers that be  one has respect for the king. We are enjoined to honour the king, 1 Peter 4:17 and to pray for kings, but, spiritually, what king do you wish to be in contact with save the King of Righteousness? It is not only a man who practises righteousness, but the king of it. One has satisfaction in that Man appearing when the world had got adrift. Was God without resources? Men had elected to reject God, as it says, from their knowledge. Was He without resources in those days? He had a King of Righteousness. Think of what God had in those days, and think of what He has today for Melchisedec is none other than Christ. Now consider, says the writer of the Hebrews, how great this personage was. Hebrews 7:4. He was without father, without mother, without beginning of days or end of life, assimilated to the Son of God  it was Christ. And it was written down there for the youngest believer here, as well as every one of us, to enlighten us as to the interest of God and of Christ in our souls. The King of Righteousness appears, and He blesses Abraham. 

    And He is not only King of Righteousness. He is King of Peace. How the thought of Melchisedec towers up in that world above the puny thoughts of men! There was Nimrod, the beginning of whose kingdom was Babel. Then there were these kings who had just been at war; it was what we might call a world war. But here is a king who has had no part in it. He was outside of it. His concern is to sustain the believer in the midst of it. Think of that Personage being interested in your soul! He is concerned tonight that, as you leave this room and face the world, you should be fortified by His ministration, so that you should not come under the influence of it. That is what you get here. I speak at length on this point, because of the young people, that they should be set up in their souls in the knowledge of Christ in heaven administering to them the wealth of heaven, so as to fortify them, and set them up in independency of this world. Wrapped up in this Man is the millennium  the world that God has in His mind. For the moment He is supporting a solitary believer, so that he should not fall under the influence of the world. He brought forth bread and wine. I need not enlarge on these two things; bread strengthens mans heart, as we read in Psalm 104, and wine makes his heart glad. The heart strengthened with the knowledge of Christ, and gladdened by the holy joy of the Spirit, is sufficient to enable you to stand up against this world. He blessed Abraham. He says, Blessed be Abram of the Most High God, possessor of heavens and earth. You see how He brings in God and Abraham  God and you in other words  and me. Hence, when the King of Sodom comes to Abraham and proposes to repay him, he says, No, I will not take from a thread even to a shoe latchet, lest thou shouldest say I have made Abram rich. Genesis 14:23. How dignified that was! 

    Now I want to go on to chapter 4 in 2 Kings, so that you may see how what Christ ministers is worked out in the soul after the Holy Spirit is received from Christ  and I may remark that there is a difference between the gift of the Spirit and the reception of the Spirit  the gift of the Spirit is in John 4; it is from the divine side. The reception is in John 7; it is from our side  but after the Spirit is received, from want of knowing how to draw upon Him  how to use the Spirit  the soul gets into bondage. That is, I link Abraham on with the woman in this chapter. He received the ministration from Melchisedec, it supported him at the moment, but what he received  and what we receive from Christ  has to be utilised, beloved, and that is where many young ones miss it and come into bondage in their souls. This woman, you see, was the wife of one of the sons of the prophets. She represents a believer who has light, but light will not pay your debts  you cannot pay your debts with light  and so this woman was in debt, and her two sons were in bondage. Taken together, they represent a soul who, although he has the Spirit, is not using the Spirit, and hence the light that is needed by such a soul is not the light about Christ, precious as that is  he has that, he knows the gospel, and he has believed it  what he now needs is light about the Spirit. 

    I hope you will all follow what I am saying. The gospel involves the Spirit, it includes light about the Spirit, and if we do not understand, if we have not got light covering the Spirit, we shall, like this woman, be in spiritual poverty. We shall have creditors, we shall be in bondage, we shall not be men and women of spiritual wealth. So she comes to the prophet, and he says, What have you got in the house? You say, Do not throw me in on myself. No, beloved, I do not want to throw you in on yourself. I want to throw you in on the Spirit. The Spirit is in you. There is a very great difference between throwing you in on yourself and throwing you in on the Spirit. What hast thou in the house? he says. You have to be introspective if you want to discover what is in the house. You have got to look back on your spiritual history, that is; on your history since you were converted, and see whether there are evidences that you have the Spirit in the house. And if there are unmistakable evidences that you have the Spirit, then this passage is light for you. 

    The next thing is, Get vessels. You will say, What does that mean? Well, that reminds me of how typical Scripture is. The meaning of typical Scripture is not on the surface, although it employs the most ordinary circumstances. The unspiritual eye runs over this passage, and sees nothing in it but the most ordinary circumstance  a pot of oil, a woman in debt, and two sons in bondage. So that typical Scripture has to be read with spiritual eyes. As it is said, Understandest thou what thou readest? Acts 8:30. Hence, if I inquire what it is to get vessels, what is it but that I make all the room possible for the Spirit? My spiritual poverty implies that I have not been unloading, that whilst I have received the Spirit I have been retaining myself  I have been retaining the flesh  I have been ministering to the flesh  I have not made room for the Spirit. Borrowing vessels means that you are making room in your soul for the Spirit, and that means unloading. 

    Look about in the house and see how much rubbish is in it! Do you think this wise woman that we read of in Proverbs would have the rubbish in her house that many of us retain? She would not. She surveyed the ways of her house, and it is for the believer to look in his house, his own inward being, his spirit, his soul, his heart, his mind. You say, how are we to do it? Well, take the word of God; it is available to you, it is like a searchlight that one takes in his hand, and goes into the dark and investigates, and sees what is in the room that should not be there, and ejects it. It is a sharp two-edged sword, we are told, dividing asunder between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. That is what the word of God is. And so I would say, take that searchlight, and turn it in  make an introspective examination, and see how much rubbish you have been keeping in the house. Your pitiable condition is because you have not been doing this. Let it be done at once. Well, the woman accepts the word of the prophet. She was to get vessels not a few, and fill them. She and her sons were to shut themselves in. This is a private matter. You know many of us have very little experience with God in the secret of our souls; many of us live on the meetings; many wives live on the spirituality of their husbands. Many children are content with the family readings and what they get at the meetings. What this passage means is that I shut myself in. It is a matter between myself and God. It is a matter of self-examination and self-judgment and self-unloading. So she has plenty of oil. There is not a vessel left, every crevice of the moral being is filled with the Spirit. 

    And now another word comes, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live on the rest. Again we have the most simple circumstances, but what are they spiritually? I have now, in making room for the Spirit, a means of discharging every moral obligation that rests upon me. I love God, I love Christ, I love the people of God, and I minister to their needs. And then I live. I have never lived before. I have been forgiven, I have repented, but I have not learned to live. Now I have. So that the Spirit is life, as it says in Romans 8, because of righteousness. Romans 8:10. Does it not appeal to you that God would set us up down here with the means of livelihood? The inheritance of fathers, we are told, are riches and a house. Is God behind? Not at all. He has given us the riches and the house to live in; let us live, then, by the riches He gives, and the house He provides. Live of the rest, said the prophet. 

    Well, now I want to show that the Shunammite woman is the counterpart of this woman, and she is living by the Spirit. She is called a wealthy woman. It is the same woman really. Now she is wealthy. What is the evidence of wealth? She could provide for the prophet. She is able to open her house and entertain the prophet of God. She perceives that he is a holy man of God. I doubt whether we are able to discriminate between the holy and the unholy, until we have the Spirit practically living in us and operating in us. He is said to be the Holy Spirit, who sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts, and so by the power of the Holy Spirit I am able to discern between what is holy and what is unholy. There are thousands of Christians in this world who cannot discern between the holy and the unholy, and they are very often, alas, found in unholy associations, and yet their consciences are good. It is a most sorrowful thing to think of a Christian being in unholy associations, and yet having a good conscience. What is the explanation of it? The Holy Spirit is not recognised. He is the Holy Spirit, and so this great woman perceives that Elisha was a holy man of God  not simply that he was a great preacher or a great teacher. It is one thing to recognise a great gift, and it is another thing to recognise a holy man of God. If you recognise him, you want to make room for him. You do not want simply to come and hear him; you want to make room for him. It is a question of Christ. Lydia says, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord come into my house. She would have Paul in her house. How she would regard the apostle as he entered her house! She did not think she was patronising him. She had received the light of God into her soul through him, and she opened her house to him. She perceived, like this great Shunammite woman, that he was a holy man of God. Well, the furniture was all in keeping, nothing luxurious  a bed, a table, a stool, and a candlestick. She discerned that the man of God needed nothing more, and she provided what he needed. But now he tests her. What shall be done for you? Will you be spoken for to the king or to the captain of the host? What a test that was! If she had not unloaded the flesh already, she would have been tempted to have the king asked for something. How we do crave naturally for recognition by the great of this world! As royal personages pass around, how people run after them and seek recognition; but not this woman. Although it was the prophet himself who proposed it, she said, I dwell among mine own people. What a word that is for young people  mine own people. Have you found your own people? They have the Spirit, they are dignified, they are wealthy. No royalty in this world can compare with them, either in dignity or in wealth. I dwell, she says, among mine own people. 

    Well now, I want to go on to Proverbs, because the virtuous woman is really composed of individuals such as I have been speaking of. I want to show you from this passage, by the Lords help, how the assembly is self-sustaining; how that through her own industry and skill she is entirely independent of this world. She has no fear even for the future. You may say to me in using the word independency you may be shutting out God. No, beloved friends; the divine intent is that the assembly should be here free from human influence, without any need of man attaching to her; without any need of philosophy, vain deceit, or ceremonialism. It was the divine thought that she should, as having Christ in heaven as her Head, hold Him, and from Him receive such nourishment, such wealth, ministered through the joints and bands; that she should make increase according to the increase of God. I want every Christian here to understand that he is connected with that; that it is a living organism. The assembly is an organism. As it says again in Ephesians, from whom the whole body, ... according to the working in its measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love. That was the divine intent, and it shuts out  as I may say, automatically  every human intrusion. It is here in divine wealth and sustenance, so as to be entirely independent of man or the world. 

    So I turn to this woman for a moment. Who can find a woman of worth? says the writer of the Proverbs. In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon said that he had not found one woman among a thousand. He had found a man. Ecclesiastes is the preacher, and we only need a man for the preaching, for Christ is preached. But in this book the writer contemplates a woman of worth. The Spirit of God has the assembly in His mind, This book is the Kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. Believers are said to be delivered from the authority of darkness and transferred into the Kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. These are a selection from three thousand proverbs spoken by Solomon, and they convey to us the wisdom of love. That is what the book is. He says, I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother. Proverbs 4:3. There was never a babe like Solomon. He was brought up in affection, and so is qualified, as divinely imbued with wisdom, to represent Christ as the Son of the Fathers love. Then he takes  every believer and tutors him in the instruction of a father, so that in the aggregate there should be a woman of worth. Hence he says, Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies, and then he proceeds to outline the traits of this woman of worth. 

    He says, The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. Proverbs 30:11. Think of what it is to Christ to have a confidante in this world, one in whom His heart can safely trust! How does that appeal to you? 

    Can He trust us? If He cannot, we do not measure up with these virtuous traits of the woman of worth. And so he goes on, She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. Proverbs 30:12. How these words come home to ones heart! Have I done Him good and not evil all the days of my life? Have you? These traits are given so that we may have a standard to measure ourselves by. 

    Then it says, She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the merchants ships; she bringeth her food from afar. Proverbs 30:13,14 you see the industry and the selection in her purchases. She buys wool and flax and she works willingly. It refers to the collective industry of the assembly of the saints. One can trace it out in the Acts of the Apostles, but I can only run over it here. The wool affords comfort for the winter, and flax affords comfort for the summer. Linen garments fit the summer; they are cooling. Wool is heating. She selects both. And she is like merchants ships, she bringeth her food from afar. Proverbs 30:14. Who but the assembly can act at such a distance? She brings it from heaven. By the presence of the Holy Spirit here, there are direct communications with heaven. There are direct communications between Christ in heaven and the assembly, and she trades upon those resources like the merchants ships; she brings her food from afar. 

    She riseth also, while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. Proverbs 30:15. Rising early is a divine trait. God rose early to send the prophets to Israel; He that keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor sleep Psalm 121:4  and so her candle goeth not out by night. Proverbs 30:18. The precious light of the Spirit shines throughout the night in the assembly; there is no darkness there, and there is no laziness. There is agreement with heaven. So it goes on. She considereth a field and buyeth it; with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. Proverbs 30:16. 

    This is not adding field to field, like the corporations of the world at the present time, spoken of, indeed, in the book of Isaiah. She considers a field and buyeth it. She acquires it in righteousness. That is to say, the assembly is ever bent on extending her borders. Normally, as we see in the Acts of the apostles, there was continual increase of the assemblys influence. She acquired the field, and she planted a vineyard. The field was not to be idle. Nothing goes to waste, or is idle in the assembly. The field is acquired, and it is employed to plant a vineyard. I need not enlarge on what that is, beloved brethren. The vine provides what makes glad the heart of God and man, so that every extension of the assemblys influence involved joy for God and joy for man. 

    She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. Proverbs 30:17. The apostle says, Be strong in the Lord, and in the might of his strength. Ephesians 6:10. She makes strong her arms to support others. 

    She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. Proverbs 30:19,20. You see these wonderful traits of the assembly as set up here in the power of the Spirit. The needy are helped. You see how the needy come into view. There are maidens provided for, and the needy; and it says, She is not afraid of the snow for her household; for all her household are clothed with scarlet. Proverbs 30:21. There is plenty of warmth. Many of us know what the bitter north wind is  I am speaking of the northern latitudes  signifying winter. It refers to the believer exposed to the adverse influences of the world, and I Wish you, dear young people, to take into your minds the thought that the assembly is not afraid of the snow, for all her household is clothed with scarlet. Then keep close to the saints; attend the meetings. I am speaking of individual exercises now. Keep with the people of God. The Spirit of God is with them. There is warmth with them; you need not be afraid of the snow, as you know the circle of life. She is not afraid. So it says, She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land, Proverbs 30:22,23. The Lord Jesus should be known through the assembly, but through her as seen in this wonderful type; when He sits among the elders of the land, He shall be known. She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. Proverbs 30:24 - 26. You hear her speaking, that is in her members, if the law of kindness is in what she says. 

    And then it finally says, She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Proverbs 30:27,28. She looketh well to the ways of her household. How that comes down to the local companies of the people of God! In the care meetings every detail concerning the interests of Christ is carefully looked into and watched over. Her children arise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Proverbs 30:28,29. The Spirit of God here has His eye upon the assembly. Thou excellest them all. The assembly stands out in the eye of the Spirit as excelling all the families. She is first. The Father names every family, and she comes in as excelling them all. And so it says, to him (God) be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Ephesians 3:21. In the Ephesians she is seen as the vessel of the glory of God throughout all generations of the age of ages. 
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    SPIRITUAL ACTIVITY (JT 23)

    Ephesians 4:1 - 6; Proverbs 31:10 - 31

    JTIn considering these scriptures I thought that we might be led to see that the divine thought is that all the saints should be active. I had in mind, particularly, verses 15 and 16 of Ephesians 4, which contemplate an organism. The earlier part of the chapter indicates what corresponds with the natural or physical creation; there is an order of things established: One body and one Spirit ... one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all. We have an order of things indicated corresponding with the physical order of things. That is, God has provided from His side what we may speak of as light, and heat, and atmosphere  everything that is necessary  but these conditions have to be taken up, and each one has to become industrious in order that there should be growth and progression; in a word, spiritual independency. It is in utilising what God has so bountifully provided in nature that men live and provide for themselves what is necessary, and so I think in the spiritual order of things it is in utilising what God has made available so bountifully that we develop and become spiritually rich and independent. It says, To each one of us has been given grace (Ephesians 4:7). 

    HWIn view of our finding our place in relation to the whole? 

    JTYes. 

    QuesWhen you speak of being independent, you do not mean independent of one another? 

    JTNo, it is an independent organism. There is absolute mutual dependence in an organism, but verses 15 and 16 indicate that there is independence of what is outside  what is in this world. 

    HWIs grace given to us in order that we might act in connection with these three circles of blessing, which are mentioned here? 

    JTYes, I think these three circles of blessing may be taken to represent the general conditions in which we may become successfully industrious. There is every prospect of success. We all know that in prospecting in colonial life we take into account all the conditions, the heat, and the possible rain, the fertility of the soil, etc., so that, taking account of all these things as favourable, you reasonably decide that by application and industry you are sure to be successful. I think these things which are mentioned, these three circles and the grace given to every one of us, furnish conditions that ensure success if we are at all industrious. Then in addition to these general conditions, you have the gifts as additional helps. 

    WJYI think we need to be stirred up as to spiritual energy. The lack of balance in the presentation of the gospel, the insisting on the pure grace of the gospel, has led us, perhaps, to think that energy was never required. We say, Cast your deadly doing down and we go on these lines for the rest of our lives. 

    JTThat means we are parasites spiritually, of whom there are a great many. And perhaps we are parasites, with the assumption that it is according to God to be a parasite, but the divine intent is that we should be industrious, and contribute to the general prosperity of the assembly. 

    HWThe book of Proverbs will help on that line. 

    JTThat is the reason I turned to it, because it works up to what we get in the last chapter. It points out the sluggard, the lazy man, and then over against that, the faithful, industrious man. 

    QuesWould you say the industrious man gets spiritual support  he learns to stand alone? 

    JTYes. You have so much in your favour. See how bountifully God has provided for us in the physical system. There is the sun rising every morning, with its light and heat, reaching everywhere. There is nothing hid from the heat of it. And then there is an atmosphere so fresh and health-giving. It is all provided in the most infinite bounty. And then the rain comes down unsolicited, and the earth is fertile. God has created conditions on the earth with which we have had nothing to do. All the conditions are there, but man is to be on the scene, and it is for him to utilise them, and, of course, he does. But how about it spiritually? There is not one of us but has some employment. One of the first things a person capable of working wants to know is what he is going to do, what is to be his work. It is as natural as anything. But does it work this way spiritually? 

    LBBI suppose if we were industrious we would become contributors? 

    JTA young believer asks, What is my employment to be? that is the first thing. Then the second is that he turns to the Lord about it, and it soon appears that there is plenty of work for him, and that grace is provided, because it says, To each one of us has been given grace (verse 7). And then you see how bountifully God has provided spiritual things, corresponding to the things which are in the physical creation: light, heat, atmosphere, and even soil, because one can begin with oneself. If one is to produce a crop, one has to begin with oneself, and begin sowing to the Spirit. As the believer learns to sow in himself, he learns to cast his seed a little further out, and so he becomes productive. General productiveness leads to riches in the Commonwealth. 

    HWWe have been led to believe that activity with a young soul recently brought into blessing has sometimes been injurious as to the work of God in the soul. 

    JTI think one begins in oneself, because that is a bit of territory which no one can dispute. You have your own self or body. That is, according to Romans 12:1, the first thing that you are to surrender. Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable. One begins with ones own self, and if you cultivate that little bit, more ground will be available. You see here that the virtuous woman acquires a field. She extends her industry. If I develop the little bit that no one can dispute, then it will soon become apparent that I am able to develop more, that I have some farming ability, so to speak. It says in Isaiah 28:26 of the farmer, that his God doth instruct him. 

    HWDo you suggest that our activities in connection with industry in divine things should be with a view to accumulating wealth for ourselves? 

    JTYes. It all leads up to verses 15 and 16, where you have the body in its automatic activity, self-acting. 

    WCBefore we enter into the activities, the last phrase of verse 1 would come in, Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. 

    JTQuite. In fact the apostle Pauls position, as a prisoner in the Lord, is a help, because it suggests that however limited we may be in the government of God, we may still be productive. He was a prisoner. He was a prisoner in the Lord. One may be in circumstances that are extremely trying, as his were, but it is in the Lord, and one can reckon that if it is in the Lord, the Lord will come in. So that, however trying the circumstances may be, I may still be productive, as Paul was. 

    WJYThe illustration of nature is very helpful, because all the activities of man are connected with the gifts of God. There is no activity of man in manufacturing or commerce but what is directly in connection with the gifts of God; even the very breath he breathes. 

    CSSIf there was not this spiritual industry you would say we are on losing ground? Taken even that which he seemeth to have (Luke 8:18). 

    JTJust so, and we are obliged to live on others. 

    EBIs not this where the wrestling we were speaking of in a previous reading comes to light? The one who has wrestled is prepared to take up the interests of Christ in the assembly. 

    JTThen there is a word in 2 Thessalonians 3:10, If any man does not like to work, neither let him eat. That is literal, but there is this in it, that everyone should be employed. There is something for everyone to do, and if one is not doing it, then he is remiss. Let him admit that, anyway. 

    JWWhat would be the general indications of what the Lord had fitted us to do? Some of us spend nearly all our lives in trying to find out what our special line is. We aspire to the showy things. Will you give some indications as to how the ordinary believer can find out what he is fitted for? 

    JTThe first thing would be to get a hold in our souls of the general divine conditions which are indicated in these three circles: One body and one Spirit, as ye have been also called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all. There you are set in relation to a universal order of things  an ever-widening circle, and in the very widest sense  a circle connected with the Father who is said to be in us all. I am, therefore, in connection with the universal order of things, and the Father is over it. There is a universal circle over which the Father is, 

    and He pervades it, just as Paul said in connection with the physical world, In him we live, and move, and have our being (Acts 17:28). That was said to unbelievers. But this, I apprehend, has reference to believers. The Father is not connected with unbelievers. God is, and everyone in the world lives and moves, and has his being in God. What a testimony that is! It is brought in in connection with the gospel, but this is not to unbelievers. It is for believers. We are connected with a universal order of things over which the Father is, and through which He is, and He is in us all, so that He is thus brought near to us, and within that there is the kingdom  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, meaning that things are in the hand of the Lord administratively, and baptism introduces me into that. I am in that, in active faith, and then within that there is the hope of the calling, and the one body, and the one Spirit. That is what you are coming to. The two external circles will go on into the world to come. But what he is coming to, is the one body and the one Spirit, and one hope. The other two subserve the inner thing, because that is what gives character at the present time; the one body and the one Spirit, and the one hope of our calling. We are brought thus into the midst of these circles that are all serving us. I draw upon them all, the Father and the Lord; and then I draw upon the brethren  the body. God administers these things in infinite freedom and richness, so that I do not need to do anything for them. It is all there, and as to light, it is there. I do not have to do anything for them, but when I come to the brethren, I see that there is much that I can do. The one body involves that I am bound up with the brethren organically, and if I default, I am damaging the whole, so that it is a serious matter. I am depriving them of my little bit, which could be compared to a screw missing in a piece of machinery. 

    HWIs Barnabas an example of what you are speaking of? 

    JTHe came in at a remarkable time, when two great apostles, the most distinguished ones, Peter and John, had been serving, and they went to their own company. All that they were doing was to subserve the company. They went to their own company, and hence, great and distinguished as they were, they were merged as they went into the company, so that they all prayed. They all prayed, and the place was shaken where they were assembled (Acts 4:31). There was one mind and perfect unity, and all they had was in common. It was in entire accord with the principles we have here. There was a circle of unity. And then it says Barnabas sold his land and brought the price and laid it at the apostles feet, and was named by the apostles, The son of consolation (Acts 4:36,37). 

    WJYIs your thought here that we should be intelligent in what God is working for, and the resources that we have in connection with what He has provided, before our activities start? 

    JTI thought that. We see we have plenty of material to use in a general way, and not only that, but each one of us has got grace. 

    WGWhat is the measure of the gift of Christ? 

    JTThere should be no cause of complaint, because it is the measure of His giving. He gives liberally. So that we come to what our brother suggests, the thought of each one finding his work. 

    WBPDoes the thought of what our hands find to do come in? 

    JTI think it does. We soon discover what we can do effectively. The Lord indicates that. 

    WJYSo that intelligence would be a large factor in guiding us as to what we can do? 

    JTYes. I am sure you have found that. You discover what you are most effective in, and the saints usually afford a place to you. 

    TPWith regard to that Scripture about the hand finding something to do, would you say that what the hand findeth to do would not be beyond the reach of that person? 

    JTYes, it is at your hand. 

    JWIt is the idea of the member and the body functioning easily. My feet could not do what my hand could do. In a certain way you do it naturally and easily. 

    JTIt is not forced. The function of the eye is not forced. There is no competitor. That is how it works in the body of Christ. There is no competition. There is no need of competition, for one cannot do anothers work. 

    WJYNo person in building a house would do his work properly unless he had the whole house in view, to change the illustration. 

    JTJust so. 

    QuesWould you say the moral conditions in us should be such that we are available for use? 

    JTYes. Take an instance in the gospels. Peters wifes mother was sick of a fever and the Lord touched her hand, meaning, that he intended as the fever left her, that she should be active. He touched her hand. I do not suppose it is a medical suggestion. The thought is that as the fever leaves she is to do something. The hand is a symbol of the power to work, so that as the fever left her she arose and ministered to them (Luke 4:39). To them. Not only to the Lord Himself, but to those who were with Him. In other words, she is ready to do anything for the saints without discrimination. She ministered to them. 

    HDVerses 15 and 16 say we hold the truth in love, and grow up into Him in all things. There must be a link upwards before there can be the link downwards. 

    JTIn order to see the full bearing of the passage here, as the question of gift arises the Spirit immediately brings in the Lord as ascending and descending, because we should all have a model before us. Think of what it cost Him to bring all this about! And as you apprehend that, you see that love will serve; it is the very essence of love to serve. 

    QuesDo you think Peters wifes mother was on wrong lines? 

    JTShe describes a state of restlessness and complaining, a complaining person amongst the saints; whereas the thought is that we are to serve one another  by love serve one another (Galatians 5:13). And she served them all. 

    WWThe moral conditions which are a matter of exhortation in this chapter were expressed in Acts 4. They were all of one mind, and endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit. If these conditions prevailed at the beginning, we should expect to see the same conditions in evidence at the end. 

    JTThey were well-off spiritually, and otherwise, too. 

    QuesThis would be in contrast to Martha being cumbered with much serving? 

    JTYou mean encumbered with much serving, to the exclusion of drawing from the Lord. If one is encumbered with much serving, he is not drawing from the Head. What you get here is the supply from Christ, from whom the whole body gets increase (Ephesians 4:16). One has to be intelligent as to ones place and function, and thus there is a continual flow from the Head. 

    CSSIf we were connected in that way, with the Head, and there was intelligence, there would not be the feverish activity you have drawn our attention to. 

    JTNo; you know what you should do, and you do it. 

    WJYI like that thought as to no competition. If each one of us is doing his part, the part God has given him to do, there is no thought of anyone else being able to do it. 

    JTNo; so that when we come to Proverbs, we have the aggregate of the saints in type acting, and I do not suppose you could get any such illustration anywhere of collective activity in dignity and liberty, and with results. She acts in intelligence and dignity, and yet with industry, not recoiling from the most menial thing, and yet her dignity is there, and the results are there. 

    HWShe has her husbands interests at heart. Is that the secret of it? 

    JTYes, she is a woman of worth. The assembly develops in this way in its members, as it were. As we fall in, and know our niche, and fulfil our function, there then appears this feature of worth, which has no peer. She is without an equal, showing that the assembly, from this point of view, in the way of industry, is employing materials that are available. 

    TPWould you say that she was working up to her full measure, but not beyond it? Should we not all know our own measure, and never seek to go beyond it? 

    JTThat is what should be before us. If we have this before us we have arrived collectively in some measure at correspondence with this picture in Proverbs. The Lord is looking for something in the saints collectively to suggest it. He says, Who can find a woman of worth? The Lord scans the whole baptised profession to see this thing working out. This is what He is looking for. He has provided all the material, and all the conditions, but now the thing has to be worked out. The woman is the counterpart of the man. It is Christ femininely, as it were. All this came out in Him on earth, and now, Who can find a woman of worth? 

    WJYThe natural illustration is that a wifes activities are in connection with what her husband has provided. 

    JTJust so. 

    WGHer husband also, and he praiseth her. 

    JTHer price is far above rubies. There is nothing to compare with her, and that, I think, helps us to see that in a little meeting, however small it is, in the Lords eye where saints are working together in the things he has provided, there is some little suggestion of this woman of worth. He is looking for this. In the addresses to the assemblies He finds something like it in Philadelphia. There is the suggestion of it there. 

    HDIn Ephesians grace is given according to the measure of the gift of Christ, and in Romans it works out in detail according to the measure. 

    JTYes, the measure of faith there. It says, The heart of her husband confideth in her. It seems to me that these conditions being present in any locality, the Lord would commit something. There would be something committed. I have no doubt we should have more light and development of truth if the Lord had more confidence in us. In Johns gospel it says that the Lord did not commit Himself to certain people. There are those to whom He cannot commit Himself, but the assembly normally is the confidante of the Lord, and wherever we correspond, we come into His secrets. The heart of her husband confideth in her. What an immense thing it is to be in the secrets of the Lord! He can give you something to keep for Him. 

    QuesWould you say the activities of this woman illustrate affection for her husband? 

    JTThat is the thought of the assembly. She is a woman of worth, and this works out in localities. 

    WJYIt would imply that our exercises and thoughts are towards the Lord  not on selfish lines. 

    JTQuite. 

    QuesDoes He give something to each individual to keep? 

    JTHere it is the assembly itself. It works out through individuals, but I think that wherever the person is who has the thing, He would accredit it to the company. The address to Philadelphia would prove that. 

    QuesWould this reflect what is in the Lords mind? 

    JTQuite. The heart of her husband safely trusts in her. You do not hold anything back from your wife. The heart of her husband. If you take the Romish system, it has proved faithless to Christ. The most precious things that were committed have been allied with idolatry. She had been trusted, but she betrayed the trust. The most precious thought, i.e., the Lords supper, is allied with the most idolatrous practices. She has not kept her trust. Many other things, too, which are strictly right in the abstract, are connected with what is bad. 

    WJYDo you think the root of that lies in the lack of general exercise? 

    JTI am sure it does. 

    WJYI think everywhere we feel the need of stressing that. There is such a readiness for some to think they have not much to do, and to look to a few to keep things going. 

    JTWhat is suggested in the woman of worth is that it is the company moving as one person; as the Lord addresses Philadelphia, all is accredited to the company. She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. It is a very great challenge to us here as to whether we have been always doing good to the Lord, or whether we have done Him any damage. Whether we have dishonoured His name, or interfered with the work of God in the company we are connected with. It challenges our hearts. She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. 

    EBThat exercise should be in connection with every movement in the different spheres in which we live. 

    JTQuite. You may do Him harm in your business, and in the family. 

    Ques. Is that why the apostle Paul used the words, I beseech you (Romans 12:1)? 

    JTYou are to present your bodies. You are given up unqualifiedly. How easily we may do Him harm by not falling into line with what He is doing in the company! The most fruitful source of harm lies in insubjection. It is quite impossible to have an organism spiritually without subjection, so that we are enjoined to be subject one to another in the fear of Christ. Not only subject to the Lord, but to one another in His fear, otherwise we are not in the organism. We are deranging things. 

    QuesIs that where authority comes in in connection with what you were saying on Saturday? The twelve were with the Lord. 

    JTYes. It says the assembly is subjected to Christ. That is the normal position of the assembly  she is subject to Christ. Without subjection all these things are impossible. 

    QuesSupposing a brother makes a demand on me that I do not feel happy in fulfilling. I may think the demand is not right, and I might not be free to do it? 

    JTIt would become apparent if a suggestion is made, or a demand as to your personal work, whether it is of God or otherwise. 

    WJYBrethren, as such, are not often wrong. 

    JTNo. They usually have the mind of God, and, therefore, in this epistle much is made of subjection. In fact, the whole book of Proverbs is worked out on that line, because it is really the kingdom of the Son of his love (Colossians 1:13). It is worked out in one in whom the love of God is, so that authority is placed in the book of Proverbs, where it is least irritating. It is placed in One who addresses us as sons. He has the affection of the Father. But there must be subjection. 

    EBThe thought of subjection is connected with the figure of the woman in Proverbs. All that she does is in the light of what her husband is here. 

    JTYes. In Ephesians those in a position of subjection  wives and children and servants  are especially taken account of, because those who are in subjection are most likely to be acted upon by the devil. So the husband is to love the wife, and the father is not to provoke the child, or the master the servant. They are to be considerate, so as to bring about subjection, and shut out the enemy. Where subjection is required the one who is to be subject is apt to be provoked, so that the utmost care is to be exercised in order to avoid undue provocation. 

    WCWhat is the spiritual meaning of verse 23? Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. 

    JTThat is the general result. When he sits among the elders of the land is a millennial suggestion. That is the general result of her virtue and industry. Christ is known. He is known in the assembly, but in the details you have what is most practical. She seeketh wool and flax. Things that may be needed may not be just available. They are somewhere, however. They may not be right to hand, so that special exertions are needed, and she seeketh them. If a certain commodity is needed she is not content  she will get it. 

    JWBarnabas did that when he went to find Paul. He felt there was a need at Antioch. Did Barnabas recognise that Paul was in advance of him in spirituality? 

    JTI think he knew that Paul was the man for what was needed at Antioch. 

    JWThe outcome of Pauls work was that they were called Christians there on account of the heavenly teaching. 

    JTYes, they took on the Lords name there. There they were called Christians. Her husband was known in the gate there. The wool and the flax would be raw material. Saul had to labour a year in Antioch before he was commissioned. 

    JSIs the wool to produce the warmth amongst the saints? 

    JTYes, and the flax produces sobriety. Too much wool would produce too much heat, and too much flax would produce too much cold, but a combination maintains a right atmosphere. You are not unduly exhilarated, and you are not unduly depressed. These are two commodities which are of great importance in the mind of the virtuous woman. She seeks for them. In the assembly there is that which takes account of raw material. All young Christians are raw material. They might as well accept it. They have to go through the processes, in order to be of value to the Lords people. Then it says, She ... worketh willingly with her hands, etc. She knows how to develop these two commodities. 

    HWThere is a tendency with a local company, whilst we are all very much alive to the conditions and the lack, to be occupied with the conditions instead of putting our hands to it. 

    JTThe first thing is to get the raw material. You may have the most skilled spinner and weaver, but a meeting will necessarily die out and disappear unless the raw material is available. Raw material is found by evangelisation. You go out and get souls, and then you get them set to work, so that there is the product which is needed. 

    HDShe is like the merchants ships: she bringeth her food from afar. 

    JTThe raw material is what every meeting needs, otherwise there can be no continuance, because, in ordinary circumstances, old people pass away  the Lord takes them; and I think a good illustration of raw material is Saul of Tarsus. I do not know of a better. The Lord took him up, knowing him before, and He sought him. She sought out the wool and the flax. He was subject to the Lord. He was what you might call potentially what the saints needed just then. The twelve had worked, and Stephen had done his work, and Philip was working, and others were working, but this one was needed, so that the Lord brings him down. He is not really raw material fitted for the process until the Lord has to do with him. It is a sovereign act of the Lords. The Lord does no more; He brings him down; he falls to the earth. He is subject. He says, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? The Lord did not tell him. He had to learn from the brethren first, so that Ananias says, Arise, and be baptised, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord (Acts 22:16). He gets the Spirit, but he needs more than that. He has to wait for a considerable time before he is actually employed in a formal way, because he had to go through the needed education. 

    WJYWould you say the Lord makes the raw material, and we have to seek it? 

    JTYes. 

    HWIs the seeking done by the evangelist? 

    JTYes. 

    HWAnd the other part of the work is in the assembly? 

    JTYes. Isaac smells Jacob, and he says, See, 

    the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed (Genesis 27:27). That is the potentiality of a young brother or a young sister. The crop is not there yet, but you discern the possibility of it. 

    QuesDoes not the fine linen come from the flax? 

    JTAs a fabric, linen is intended as a type of what is sobering, because it is cooling. The priests had to wear linen fabric next their flesh, as they were not to be excited naturally. A priest has to be very careful that he does not allow natural excitement. The use of linen in the house of God is a type of that which sobers us. He was not to wear a woollen garment. 

    HWIt would encourage us to take account of the young people as so much raw material for the assembly. 

    JTYes, and She is like the merchants ship: she bringeth her food from afar. She goes further away. I suppose it is what comes from heaven. The bringing in of the food is by prayer. You get things from a long way by asking for them. Ministry may be had by praying for it. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. Everyone is provided for. There is no one omitted. The maidens know what they are to do for the whole day. They get the prospectus for the day. You are struck with the order and vigilance of it. Everything is in order. She planteth a vineyard. There is something now for God. 

    CSSDo we get that in John 15? 

    JTThat is the suggestion. It is for God. A vineyard. She acquires a wider sphere of operation, and it is for God. She planteth a vineyard. The wine is to make glad the heart of God and the heart of man. 

    WGThe wool and the flax was for the household and the company, but this is for God. 

    JTGod does not need the wool and the flax. We do, but He needs the wine of joy which gladdens the heart  the yield of worship from our hearts by the Spirit. 

    WJYAnd He cannot get it apart from spiritual energy on the part of the saints. 

    JTAnd her candle never goeth out. She is a light always. The assembly is always a light here. 

  
    ASSEMBLY AFFECTIONS (JT 37)

    Proverbs 31: 10; Revelation 19: 7

    I have before me to say a little about assembly affections, believing that the Lord is working to bring about such affections so that the wife feature of the assembly may appear before Him. 

    In referring to this book of Proverbs it may be of service that we should be reminded of the nature of the Old Testament and of the ministry of the prophets, lest we should be in any way misled as to their apprehension of the truth. They did not know as much as we are likely to accredit them with. Peter tells us holy men of God spake under the power of the Holy Spirit and that they searched what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which belonged to Christ, and the glories after these. Unto whom, it says, it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you. Mark you they are the same things which are now reported to you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and then he adds which things the angels desire to look into. The prophets desired to look into them and God revealed to them that the things they ministered were not for themselves  they were for us. It was the Holy Spirit by whom they spake, and so the things were spoken of anticipatively; they were spoken in view of Christ coming in flesh. 

    This book anticipates the assembly: not that the speaker in this chapter could open up and tell us what it meant. He could not. It was revealed to him that the things he ministered were for the future, 

    even for us; and so he is made to say here by the Spirit, Who can find a woman of worth? The same writer in the book of Ecclesiastes says One man among a thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not found, chapter 7: 28. Now in a way, the book of Ecclesiastes does not require the woman, because it is the preacher who speaks and the theme for the preacher is the Man. If you have found a Man you can preach. Thank God, preaching goes on in the world by many who have no knowledge of the assembly at all, but they have some knowledge of Christ, and so they can preach, for preaching is about Christ; as it is said the gospel of God ... concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. So that in the Man we have the subject of the preaching, but then the book of Proverbs is the counterpart of the book of Ecclesiastes; and the more you become acquainted with Christ as the subject of the preaching the more will be the necessity for the woman to appear. It is not good, God says, that the man should be alone. God brought the animals to Adam to be named and among them there was not found one his like. Doubtless they exhibited remarkable variety of instinct and intelligence, but he found no helpmate, his like: and so God would provide one; I will make him a helpmate, his like. Adam, as he saw a lion coming to him, or a sheep, would see nothing like himself. He had intelligence to discern the characteristics of each, for whatever name he gave to a creature that was its name. God altered nothing. But it says, as for Adam he found no helpmate, his like. So. God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs ... and built the rib ... into a woman, 

    and brought her to Man. This was the supreme test of his intelligence. Where did she come from? He says, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man. It was a test of his intelligence, and he answered to the test. The woman is there. Now that is what was in my mind; that the features of Christ should be reproduced femininely  that there should be something for Christ answering to Himself, for that is the necessity. One would speak with reverence of the necessity of His love  the necessity of the love of Christ. 

    Now the Spirit of God is here with that in view: He is here in relation to the necessities of the love of Christ. You will remember how Abraham instructed his servant, the eldest in his house, to take a wife for his son Isaac. Sometimes we call him Eliezer, but Scripture says, his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had. Abraham already had light as to Rebekah for after he had offered up Isaac it says that he returned to his young men and went with them to Beersheba and dwelt there: and it was told him that sons had been born to his brother Nahor, one of whom was Bethuel, who begot Rebekah. But now she is needed, and the servant has to find her  to select her by certain qualities. Abraham might have given him the name of her father and sent his servant there. No, that is not the divine way. We have to find the bride: the wife is to be found by certain traits. 

    When the disciples said, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover? the Lord could have told them the street and the number in it and the name of the man who owned the house, but, He says, Go into the city. Divine things come before our spiritual intelligence, hence he says, Go ye into the city and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water; follow him. You have to look for him: it is a question of having your eyes opened. I refer to that to indicate the principles upon which divine things are discovered, that we have spiritual intelligence. I do not refer to the Spirit Himself, but to the principles upon which divine things are here  There shall meet you a man. 

    There may be a believer who would love to be where Christ is, where He eats the passover with His disciples, who would love to find that place. I would suggest to you the necessity for spiritual insight and alertness. The Lord says, Go ye into the city and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water; follow him; that is the thought. 

    Now the servant is the chief ruler in Abrahams house and he is to select the bride, the wife of Isaac, by certain traits. I want to speak of one or two scriptures so that we might see the traits which are proper to the assembly as the antitype of Rebekah. The Lord is looking for them: the Holy Spirit is looking for them; in all His dealings with us He has these traits in view. Moses said, Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us. Psalm 90: 17. In Psalm 45 the psalmist delighting to speak about the king says, Upon thy right hand doth stand the queen in gold of Ophir: that is what I would call the abstract idea: and I am persuaded that we shall never arrive at an understanding of the assembly unless we see it in that abstract way  that is as in the counsels of God. In the parables of the kingdom the Lord presents Himself as a merchant seeking goodly pearls who when he had found one pearl of great price went and sold all that he had, and bought it. The Lord found the assembly, but then it was not yet the concrete thing. It could not be until the Holy Spirit came down, but He saw the thing: and so it says, Upon thy right hand doth stand the queen  the counterpart of the king. 

    The question is how have we to reach that? For it refers to us. We have to learn to take account of things in the abstract, and if so, we have to begin with the ideal wife, with what God has in view, what I have called the abstract assembly. Isaac must have a bride, and Christ must have the assembly. Well, the believer begins thus. The light of the gospel comes: and what is that light? It is the light of a Man. If the gospel is rightly presented to your soul it is a Man that is presented to you. Come see a man. I have no doubt the woman at Sychar is representative of the preaching in the latter days. She is not the official preacher  she speaks of what she had discovered. Come see a man ... is not this the Christ? The thought is put into the soul, and nothing is more important than that preachers should present Christ. It is one man among a thousand; and that is all you want: one Man to preach about. 

    In chapter 30 of this book, the speaker in his enquiry as to who hath established all the ends of the earth says, What is his name and what is his sons name if thou canst tell? so that the preacher has a Man, but what is His name? Preachers should be able to tell what His name is. If you begin to tell the name of Christ you have a wonderful theme. The apostle Paul, as you will remember, as yet an unofficial preacher in the city of Damascus, entered the synagogue, and preached Jesus, that he is the Son of God. It was it seems his first sermon; but he told them His name. The eunuch said, Of whom speaketh the prophet this? The prophet had spoken about a Man  a wonderful delineation of Christ. Isaiah could not have explained his 53rd chapter, nevertheless he saw it, and John says, These things said Esaias when he saw his glory and spake of him. Hence Philip announces Jesus and you may be sure he spoke about the name. 

    Paul tells us later that God was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations. He made Him known in his soul. So the preacher can tell the name of the Man and the Man becomes attractive to the soul. The apostle himself sets the example: he says, The Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me. Galatians 2: 20. Think of one who loves you! I do not know of anything that comes to ones soul more forcibly than this. He loved me! As Paul says again in Romans, Destroy not him with thy meat for whom Christ has died. That is what the Son of God is: He knows you; He died for you. 

    Now the presentation of Christ in that way brings about affection. We have been speaking of the eunuch, and I have no doubt he is the representative believer. We have been seeing how he was an individual object with God. He is traversing the desert, and presently a man joins his chariot as if he had descended from heaven  it really was so in principle! The eunuch is reading the book of Isaiah the prophet, and Philip says, Understandest thou what thou readest? A voice from heaven is a voice to which everyone of us should pay attention. I am afraid there is too little reading of the Scriptures. Nothing, no amount of ministry, will take the place of the reading of the Scriptures  the private or individual reading of the Scriptures, and the family reading of the Scriptures. If these are neglected you will not be much attracted to Christ; think what a mine of wealth we have in the Scriptures! And so Philip enquires, Understandest thou what thou readest? What is the good of reading if I do not understand? but I do urge the importance of reading. Daniel says, I understand by books. Mark that! By books he means the inspired books. If we read with the understanding we shall get light from God as to any scripture. Christ would be before the soul for they are they which testify of me, as He said. The eunuch answered Philip: How can I, except some man should guide me? and Philip began at the same scripture, and preached to him Jesus. Then the eunuch says, Here is water. This man as it were came from above to him and announced Jesus, so that he says, Here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptised? He accepts that way out of the world, and then he goes on his way rejoicing, and Philip is caught away, as if indeed, he were a heavenly visitor. The scene is peculiarly a spiritual one. 

    There are many who love the Lord but who are still undeveloped in their affections. Some one has said that orphans do not develop the same affection as others, and that motherless children may be at a disadvantage in this respect. We read in Canticles, we have a little sister, and she hath no breasts; it is not implied that she did not have love, but the point is she had not developed what she had, and therefore she did not come under the notice of Solomon. But the bride says, I am a wall, and my breasts like towers; then was I in his eyes as one that findeth peace. It is as if we are set down together in the light of the love of Christ. There is one brother there it may be in whom there is not a movement. He breaks bread like the rest, takes part physically, but with no spiritual response. There cannot be a doubt but that he loves Christ, but what about development? The Lord is set for the development of our affections, so that the breasts are like towers. That is what I have in mind, that there might be a development of assembly affections in the saints. 

    You may say, what do you mean by assembly affections? It may be some one here has some love for the Lord in a personal way, but now, you enquire, How am I to love assembly-wise? That is an interesting question, because that is what the Lord wants. 

    He loves to have your personal affections: but what about loving assembly-wise? The Lords supper is to teach us how to develop assembly affections. And I will tell you how it comes about. If you love Christ you will also love your brother. It may be that you have only learned to love your neighbour  very good if you have! It is a triumph if one can maintain love for a neighbour, day in and day out. But suppose you do love him  you can love with him. If you have learned to love him you can learn to love with him, that is, two of you can learn to love the same object. That is simple and that is what I understand by assembly affections, and the circle becomes wider and wider until what is spoken of in the epistle to the Colossians is reached, that is love to all the saints, and hence I understand and enjoy what we have in that epistle: quickened together with him. If I am quickened with Christ, I want all the saints quickened with Christ; and if, as in Ephesians, I am raised up and made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ, I want the saints there too. 

    That is how I understand the Lord would develop assembly affection. Hence the one who has the breasts like towers, says, We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts. She wants to have her little sister with her. She could teach her how to love, and it is a great opportunity for us of teaching one another how to love. God teaches us. Ye yourselves, the apostle says, are taught of God to love one another, and it is in this constant exercise amongst the saints of God that the Lord develops assembly affection. He sees the thing permeating the company, and that is what He is looking for. 

    It is that which the Spirit of God has in view in this last chapter of Proverbs. Her price is far above rubies; the heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. If the Lord is confiding in the assembly it is because He loves her. He will not entrust anything to one who does not love Him. Love is the thing. The chapter gives a prophetic view of the assembly; it is based on what the Spirit would provide as the result of the death of Christ. So we read in Revelation 19 that the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready  an occasion of great joy. She has done it herself; that is the thing. What are we doing in regard of Christs coming, and the marriage? It is not the bride in this chapter, it is the wife, because it refers to what we are to Christ in the time of His rejection; and it is the marriage of the Lamb  the suffering one. The next chapter gives us the glory of the assembly in display, but the point in chapter 19 is that she is the wife  His confidante, the one in whom His heart can safely confide. Can anything be more enticing to the heart than that the Lord can confide in her in His absence? Here it is simply the wife, and she has made herself ready; she has put on such garments as are becoming; to her it is granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white. It is not here a gorgeous display of colours. Colours in Scripture have reference to varieties of public glory. They are for display. Whiteness is purity; it is essential purity; that which is known in private. The fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. So the king has a queen, but how do the saints come to the good of the position? Well, the first thing is, Hearken. O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy fathers house, so shall the king greatly desire thy beauty. The Lord sees His own beauty taking form in you, and He desires it. In the Psalm it goes on to say, The kings daughter is all glorious within; her clothing is of wrought gold: She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework. Needlework is one stitch after another; it is not a power loom; it is not machine work. Christendom is full of machine work: things are turned out in bulk but that is not the divine way. Fine linen is the righteousnesses all put together divinely one stitch after another. It is the daily thing, the work of the Spirit through the exercises of the saints. She is all glorious within. Within has reference to the kings palace; it is within His apartments; there is not a discrepancy  she is in accord with that palace. One thinks of His unrebuking gaze  lovely thought! He sees her in His own perfection so that His heart is perfectly at rest. 

    We learn in part, and we can only minister in part; but ones thought is to offer a suggestion, so that we may have it before us that the Lord is seeking to produce assembly affections and to bring about the ability to love together. It is thus that the assembly is formed; so it says, His wife hath made herself ready. 

  
    SPOIL (5) (JT 45)

    Proverbs 31: 10 - 12; Acts 2: 42 - 47; Acts 4: 23 - 37

    JTWe have in mind to see how the assembly has part in spoil. The woman of worth in Proverbs 31 is a very fitting type of the assembly. The statement that her husband shall have no lack of spoil indicates that there would be abundance of spoil for Christ in the assembly. It is thought that we should consider the assemblys service in this connection, in the light of what we have read in Acts. There are many other examples which we may look into later, but these two show what the Lord had as from the assembly. He had that to which He could add certain ones who were in the purpose of God for salvation: and then that to which His servants could come as in conflict and service. They came to their own company, where they found what they needed in the way of mutual support and sympathy, an important matter as related to the testimony; Barnabas, for example, representing the manner of the extension of this as a son of consolation. Accordingly, the assembly is seen as a place of sympathy for the servants who are in toil and conflict, and where its prayers are available. Later, we have examples of discipline, resulting in the securing of spoil; and the ears of the assembly also being instrumental in the provision of further spoil. The book, indeed, furnishes much that should be helpful to us. The Lord has His part in securing spoil, as we have already had before us, but now may see the assemblys part in it. 

    PLIs the settlement of moral questions in Proverbs 30 a prelude to the assurance of spoil for Christ? I was thinking of how Peter took up the matter of Judas in Acts 1, and how that would compare with Proverbs 30, where spiritual discernment has a great place. The settlement of every issue in holy discernment seems to open the door to the assurance of this spoil for Christ from the assembly. 

    JTAlso in the beginning of chapter 31  the king, alluding to authority as developed under the influence of the mother, is essential to what is before us  the authority of Christ worked out amongst the saints under the influence of the mother. As it is said, his mother taught him. The authority, on the masculine side, as seen in the apostles, precedes the working out of these beautiful feminine features. Peter peculiarly asserts the authority of Christ in his address; this is coupled with the Spirit coming from Christ in heaven, so that the idea of authority is worked out among the saints as under the influence of the mother, that is, the assembly being there. They were all together in one place as the Spirit came, and the authority of Christ is now interwoven in the texture of the assembly, which must precede the working out of the feminine side of spoil. 

    QuesDoes the evil in verse 3 of Proverbs 31 work against the oneness of which you are speaking which existed at the beginning of Christianity? Would Solomons foreign wives and concubines show that, resulting from the loose way in which authority has been taken up, there has been the development of the divisions of Christendom, the systems as seen at Corinth, for instance? 

    JTThat is the way the truth of this matter stands, the darkening influence that is suggested in Proverbs 31: 4, and how it is worked out in the history of Christendom. Authority is now official  man-made officialism, and has been corrupted, so that such conditions preclude the authority that is needed. In verse 4 it is said: It is not for kings, Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, nor for rulers to say, Where is the strong drink? Rule is to be free of all such inflating or dulling influences as are indicated in those verses. 

    CAMSo Peter is able to contradict any such suggestion in the beginning of the Acts; that what animated them then was due to this kind of stimulation. 

    JTYes. It was early in the day when Peter preached; the saints were not drunk with wine as the mockers stated. Had they been drunk, christianity had been early corrupted, but it was preserved. The power operating was that of the Spirit of God, not the results of human opiates or stimulation. 

    RemSo that judging without partiality would be a feature of a king, not of one under the influence of strong drink; the latter would be partial and unbalanced. 

    JTLest they drink and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the children of affliction (verse 5). 

    PLThe man who buffets his body as Paul did in 1 Corinthians does not forget the law; he is marked by a nazarites devotion, abstaining in that way from wine as in contrast to the Corinthian leaders whose judgment was partisan. 

    JTThis is an important point before proceeding to the virtuous woman, who is, as you might say, the wife. Of course it might be thought that Lemuel is Christ figuratively, but it is rather, I think, as we have been pointing out, the authority of Christ as worked out under the influence of the Spirit in the assembly. In that way, the exhortation that we should be kept free from darkening influences is of great importance. 

    PLSo that the shout of a king may be amongst us! Is that Lemuel? 

    JTThat is the idea, I think. It is the power of the Spirit, and the authority of Christ worked out in that way. But alas! the thing that is to be avoided here has been allowed in the history of the assembly, and hence the kind of rule we have today. It is not such as can be trusted. 

    CAMThese princely men of Acts 3 can go up and open their mouth for the dumb. 

    JTThat is the thought. We have the features of Christ now  that which is in keeping with Him: Open thy mouth for the dumb, for the cause of all those that are left desolate. Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and minister justice to the afflicted and needy (verses 8 and 9). That all enters into the government of the assembly. 

    QuesJehovah said to Solomon in 1 Kings 3: And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will prolong thy days (verse 14). Then it says of Solomon: And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, and offered up burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings, and made a feast to all his servants. Then came two women, harlots, to the king, and stood before him, (verses 15, 16). Then at the end of the paragraph, And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do justice, (verse 28). Does that refer to what transpires in the assembly from this masculine point of view? 

    JTIt marked the beginning; then you find later in Solomon, alas! that his wives turned away his heart and he lost his discernment and power, which of course is typically the history of the assembly. 

    PLWould Paul in saying, Quit yourselves like men; be strong, (1 Corinthians 16: 13), fear that this masculine feature would surrender to what is effeminate? 

    JTQuite so. Let your women be silent in the assemblies, (1 Corinthians 14: 34), is not a question of discrediting the sisters, but to bring out the two sides of the position, the masculine and the feminine. It is not simply what is abstractly in Christ  that would hardly fit here; He was not exposed to these temptations. It is the rule of Christ mediately in the assembly through elders and others, as the apostle says to the elders of Ephesus: The Holy Spirit has set you as overseers ... (Acts 20: 28), and then he says, and from among your own selves shall rise (verse 30). These are the things to be watched, the influences that are spoken of here, lest we become besotted and unable to judge righteous judgment. 

    You can see in these early chapters in Acts how Lemuel, under the right influence, is doing his work. The judgment rendered as to Ananias and Sapphira was faithful according to God. Peter is rewarded immediately, for the succeeding part of the chapter greatly stresses Peter, his very shadow being of importance. God was honouring that feature in the assembly. 

    AFMWould the exhortation of Paul to the Ephesians fit in here? And be not drunk with wine, in which is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit (chapter 5: 18). No doubt that had application in Ephesus, and in the early history of the assembly. 

    JTBe filled with the Spirit. The mockers said that the saints were affected by wine, but it was the Spirit they were affected by. Peters address was to make that clear, that it was the Spirit of God. Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, ... he has poured out this (that is the point, it is authority come down from Christ) which ye behold and hear (verse 33). 

    ABPWhat is the thought in finding the woman? 

    JTIt was the need that existed in the Old Testament. Solomon said, One man among a thousand have I found, but a woman among all those have I not found, Ecclesiastes 7: 28. But still, the concept of the woman is here, as though she is to be found. There is no doubt about her being found. She is accurately described, and by means of an acrostic, too, for it is an acrostic part of Scripture. The language is so employed to emphasise accuracy, I think. She is the product of real exercise. There was great need of her, and she is spoken of as one about to appear. It alludes prophetically to the assembly. 

    PLAfter kingly authority is established at Corinth, would the Lords supper suggest the woman coming to light and spoil for Christ? 

    JTI think that is the way it is worked out. The meaning of the Lords supper is made clear in 1 Corinthians, and the new covenant in the second epistle; filling out what is meant in response to God from the assembly. So that in 2 Corinthians the apostle says, I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ (chapter 11: 2). That is the Man that is to be known in the gates; not those rivals of Paul. They are not to be known in the gates. The assembly characteristically would make no room for them. It makes room for Christ; He is to be known in the gates; not the rivals of Paul who were aspiring for place. 

    JSDo you regard the three thousand recovered from judaism in Acts 2 as spoil for the assembly? 

    JTI think that is the way it stands; that is the great result, and then they came under rule. They came under what was there, the kingly thought, I think; they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles; that is, the apostles representing Lemuel  the authority of Christ worked out in the assembly. They came under that and immediately recognised it and persevered in it. Then the Spirit of God goes on to describe not only what marked the three thousand, but all. As it says, And all that believed were together, and had all things common, and sold their possessions and substance, and distributed them to all, according as any one might have need (verses 44, 45). And then we have the thought that the Lord added. There was something there that He could add to. So I think in order to get this clearly, we must see what king Lemuel represents, and the coming under the influence of his mother. It was a prophecy that she taught him. It was God brought in, in that way, prophetically; and then all who were added afterwards came under that. They persevered in that as represented in the apostles teaching. 

    QuesIn Matthew 13, would the virtuous woman be suggested in the kingdom of the heavens being likened to a pearl of great price; and in Matthew 16, authority is brought in under Peter? 

    JTQuite so. The pearl of great price would allude to the assembly according to what she is in intrinsic value in the Lords eye, for which He gave everything He had. 

    CAMI would like to ask about this prophecy that his mother taught him, and also the prophecy of Agur. 

    JTThe latter is by a man. Undoubtedly Agur and Lemuel would be symbolical names of Solomon, and therefore of Christ, but viewed as being worked out in the assembly authoritatively. So chapter 30 deals with moral questions; works out the answers to questions. It is a matter of dealing with these questions in wisdom by a very humble man, because he says, uttered by the man unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal: Truly I am more stupid than any one; and I have not a mans intelligence. I have neither learned wisdom, nor have I the knowledge of the Holy (verse 3). And then he begins to ask questions. He asks questions as to the Deity. Then he goes on to say in verse 5: Every word of God is pure. That is the kind of man to settle moral questions. In chapter 31 you have another symbolical name  Lemuel  alluding doubtless to Solomon or Christ, but alluding, as already said, to what is in the assembly, known and worked out there, and hence the thought of the mother, and all who come in are affected. They continue and persevere in that: in the teaching of the apostles. The point is the teaching of the apostles. It is authoritative teaching. 

    ARIs that why it says, Those then who had accepted his word (verse 41)? The three thousand, it says, accepted his word and were baptised. 

    JTThat is the idea. What shall we do, brethren? they said to Peter and the other apostles. Peter had stood up with the eleven because that is the point, to bring out that side, this apostolic testimony and power, so the affected ones asked Peter and the others. They recognised the eleven as well as Peter. The point is to bring that out, the authority that is there, and then how they persevered. They said, What shall we do, brethren? Peter told them what to do, and there were added that day three thousand, and they persevered in the apostles teaching. That is the thing to notice. 

    FHLThe fourth chapter shows that the three thousand became five thousand men. 

    JTYou mean they are men now. That is what is needed in the assembly. 

    ANWWould you mind saying a word as to the teaching of the prophecy? The prophetic word has its own point, but the mother teaches it. 

    JTI thought, as already intimated, that the mother is the assembly; for authority is vested there. Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which ye behold and hear ... Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ (verses 33, 36). It was authoritative, and I believe that is what is alluded to here, that kind of authority, kept free from corrupting influences. Alas! it has not been kept free, and hence the hierarchical conditions around us that are utterly untrustworthy, and therefore we have to dismiss all these darkening things from our minds, and judge righteous judgment. 

    PLDoes chapter 14 of 1 Corinthians link up with chapter 13 in that way; the authoritative prophetic word flows from the maternal influence of love in chapter 13? 

    JTQuite so; the way the assembly is brought in right through supports what we are saying; it is the mothers influence. The authority of chapter 5, for instance, in dealing with the incestuous person. And then when ye come together in assembly, the apostle says, it is not to eat the Lords supper (chapter 11: 18, 20). He also says, do ye despise the assembly of God? (verse 22). Earlier he had said that even the least in the assembly had sufficient ability to judge in matters financial or temporal; showing what the assembly is authoritatively. It is a question of what works out through the mother, and yet it works out in men. It is kingly. 

    QuesThe angel said to Hagar, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands, Genesis 16: 9. Does not Sarai represent the mother side of the assembly, Jerusalem above? 

    JTYes; she would honour Abram; yet it is Abrams authority working out through her. So, as has been pointed out in chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians, the mother side is in love, but then the man is stressed in chapter 14. Brethren, be not children in your minds, but in malice be babes; but in your minds be grown men (verse 20). If therefore the whole assembly come together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and simple persons enter in, or unbelievers, will not they say ye are mad? (verse 23). The man side is gone! The man is balanced, and he represents the higher thought spiritually. For instance, the birth of a male in the types, causes less uncleanness than the birth of a female child, but all that is to show that what represents authority is more balanced; whether it be in man or woman as to actual fact; it is what these things mean spiritually, that the man side is the balanced governmental side, and in the assembly this is maintained. In chapter 14 the prophet brings God in; a man standing up in the assembly prophesying, and an unconverted man, or an exercised person that comes in falls down and worships; he is affected. But then the same chapter says, If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment (verse 37); that is, it is the authority of Christ working out that way. He says, Let your women be silent in the assemblies, for it is not permitted to them to speak (verse 34). That has a wider bearing than simply the thought of women speaking. It is to bring out the masculine and feminine features of the truth. 

    CAMPerhaps that is emphasised in Matthews gospel, which has been referred to as the assembly gospel; the princely side and the authority side, and really the worship side are emphasised there. 

    JTYes; it is that side in Matthew, the man side; Joseph is made more of in Matthew than Mary, and that supports what you say. 

    QuesAt the beginning of Acts 2, the apostle Peter seems to fit in with the epistle to Corinthians, inasmuch as he confirms the prophetic word. Do you not think that has a bearing on the authoritative side of the assembly? He begins by confirming the prophetic word in the prophet Joel. 

    JTQuite so; and David too. He also says in his opening words as he is standing up with the eleven (that is the authoritative position): Men of Judaea, and all ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give heed to my words (verse 14). Give heed to my words. It is a man speaking with authority. 

    WB-wWould you say a little about the woman representing the feminine feature of the truth in 1 Corinthians 14? 

    JTWell, she is not permitted to speak. Let your women be silent in the assemblies, for it is not permitted to them to speak. They have their place, of course, in spiritual contribution, but the speaking is to be by the men, to maintain the distinction between the masculine and feminine features of the truth. It is more that, than that we should be occupied with the individual speaking of women, although that is stated, but it brings out the masculine and feminine features of the truth. 

    PLSo that the woman who is drunk with the blood of the martyrs sits as a queen and is no widow. The feminine idea is wrongly bound up with authority in Rome. 

    ABPWould you link up the woman of Luke 15 who sweeps the house? I was wondering whether you would speak of this as suggesting authority feminine-wise in the assembly? 

    JTQuite so; you have many illustrations of it throughout Scripture. She is sweeping the house; she is not under orders from anybody. She is looking for the lost piece of silver. You can see she expresses authority in what she is doing. 

    AFMA great point in Proverbs 31 is that the assembly expresses the man, Christ. It says in verse 23: Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. Is not that the great idea of the assembly, that the husband is known by her actions and by all that she does? He is known in the gates, the place of public authority. She makes way for the man. 

    JTI think that is the point. First in chapter 2 of the Acts, the converts are persevering in the teaching of the apostles, the representatives of Christ; chapter 2 is to bring that out. Christ is exalted on high, but they are representing Him here, so that Peter stood up with the eleven, and those affected by his address, address him and the others of the apostles, as if to make that plain. Then in chapter 4 the burden of the prayer of the assembly, the company, is Christ. The persons who are praying are speaking to One who is a Despot (the word used here for Lord). He is their Master and they are His bondmen. The assembly takes that attitude and makes everything of thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou hadst anointed (verse 27). How He was treated by those persons, Herod, Pontius Pilate, and the nations! They quote the second psalm, which gives a great place to Gods King, that is, Christ the anointed; that is the burden of their prayer. The treatment Jesus was subjected to occurred in this city, they say. And now, Lord, look upon their threatenings, and give to thy bondmen with all boldness to speak thy word, in that thou stretchest out thy hand to heal, and that signs and wonders take place through the name of thy holy servant Jesus (verses 29, 30). That is the burden of their prayer. The husband is to be known in the gates. It is not like the drunken woman that has just been spoken of, who sits as a queen and is no widow. She is known in the gates. 

    JSThere is no element of subjection seen in the one who sits as a queen, whereas the feature of subjection is seen in the woman of worth. 

    JTIt is very striking. The prayer is not addressed to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; it is to One who is regarded as Master. Peter and John told them what the chief priests and elders had said to them, and then it says, And they, having heard it, lifted up their voice with one accord to God, and said, Lord, thou art the God who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them; who hast said by the mouth of thy servant David, Why have the nations raged haughtily and the peoples meditated vain things? The kings of the earth were there, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord [that is the ordinary word for Lord, which here would be Jehovah] and against his Christ. For in truth against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou hadst anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the nations, and peoples of Israel, have been gathered together in this city to do whatever thy hand and thy counsel had determined before should come to pass. And now, Lord, look upon their threatenings and give to thy bondmen ... (verses 24 - 29). I just wanted to point that out; they address Him as Despot, and refer to themselves as thy bondmen. It is the lowliness of the assembly; its humility and subjection; the whole point of the prayer is to make much of thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou hadst anointed. 

    JSThey recognise the Lord as in supreme authority. 

    JTThings are to be done in His name, not in their names. 

    JTJrThe prayer meeting, therefore, becomes a very feeling meeting. It reflects the true attitude of the assembly towards God and Christ. 

    JTIt reflects, too, the place the servants have in the hearts of the brethren; here they came to their own company; although company is not in the original, the thought is there. The servants have a circle to which they can come, where they are at home, and where they can unburden their hearts. And then this wonderful prayer on their behalf follows. 

    PLIs that enhanced by the fact that He who has secured that circle, came back to a sleeping company when He was in Gethsemane, and felt it? The Lord has suffered to furnish, among other things, such a company to His servants. 

    JTYou mean that people sometimes go to sleep in the prayer meetings. Is that not so? Is not that just what they do? When the Lord asked the disciples to watch, they went to sleep. 

    ANWThe place shook here, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 

    JTHeaven hears it and answers it in power  power on their behalf is what is in mind, in referring to this passage; what the Lord had for His servants, these two men, Peter and John, who represented the company. They came to their own, and told all that had happened to them and what was said to them. And now this prayer, all in relation to Christ, thy holy servant Jesus, that healing signs and wonders should take place through His name. 

    CAMThe fact that it was in that city seems to be emphasized in this translation. Would you connect that in your mind with what had taken place there in the gate of that city, that it was in that place that the victory was to be? 

    JTThat is another point of importance. The authorised version does not read in this city, but it is evidently in the original; it is in the Revised Authorised and it is in the New Translation too. The point is, what is in any city. Take this city: in our prayer meetings our burden is largely this city  what we have to contend with in it, and what the history of the testimony is in it, because in our chapter they go back over the history of what had happened. Then they come in verse 29 to now: And now, Lord. Can we go back in history to what has happened, as applying to this city? And what are we praying about? The point is, what is going to happen today and tomorrow. And now, Lord, look upon their threatenings .... It is that things are to be done through the name of thy holy servant Jesus. 

    In chapter 2, the point is what Jesus could use as the nucleus to add to. Persons who were the subjects of divine counsel were to be saved; they were being brought to light. The spoil was coming in, but also, the Lord had that to which He could add them; but now in chapter 4 it is a place where His servants can find support and sympathy, and this leads to prayer; for after all, what can we do, or what can any assembly do for the servants? Their sympathy is valuable, but God alone can really help. And so they pray, but they pray in a proper seemly attitude and in seemly terms. 

    QuesAnd also as understanding the enemy. Can we really pray intelligently about the enemy that is gathering, unless we know that he is gathering? 

    JTThey knew exactly the position of what was in that city. That is an important thing in our prayers, that we know what means the enemy has of attacking. 

    RemIn chapter 4 the enemy was attacking the outward testimony, but in chapter 5 he seems to be attacking inwardly. 

    JTYou mean in Ananias and Sapphira. 

    RWSIs a decline in power seen in Acts 12, where they meet for prayer and pray unbelievingly? 

    JTPeter did not have so much in that company. The only one seemingly who understood him was Rhoda. It was nothing like this prayer meeting  there was no shaking from heaven in what happened in the prison, but there was something in answer to the prayers. But the facts given show that there was deterioration. 

    PLWould you say that the expression, The kings of the earth were there ... implies their exposure? Would it mean that there is kingship of another kind now, authority in the assembly and not in the kings of the earth? 

    JTQuite so. And such kingship can take a low place. We can call God, Master, taking the place of bondmen. How becoming that is under these circumstances! The need is so great that we do not use the terms of exalted relationship, but of humility. Heaven answers that; it is suitability of address in the prayer. 

    ABPThere seems to be perfect harmony between the state inside and the ministry outside. I was thinking particularly of verse 19: But Peter and John answering said to them, If it be righteous before God to listen to you rather than to God, judge ye. Is not that the recognition of Gods authority linking on with the idea of Despot? 

    JTQuite so. One is very much impressed with the humility that is expressed. We never use this title in speaking to God. I have never heard it used, but it is very striking and impressive to me that this is the title they use. They know they are speaking to God, because it says definitely, And they, having heard it, lifted up their voice with one accord to God, and said, Lord ... That is, Thou art our Master; we are Thy slaves, and we are urgent about this. 

    ANWThe evidence of the divine pleasure is seen in the next verse, which precisely answers what they asked for, you will notice. The place in which they were assembled shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness (verse 31). 

    JTThey spoke the word of God, which carried with it the idea of moral authority. 

    WB-wDo you think this prayer was voiced by one brother in the company, or does it combine the exercises of all, but put together by the Spirit? 

    JTIt would not matter whether it were the one or the other, so long as it was uttered. It is the way the Spirit of God records it, what they said: And they, having heard it, lifted up their voice ... or literally, lifted up voice, but they did it. It was a collective thought, and I suppose any brother praying carries the amens of the brethren; it is a united thing. 

    QuesIs there a recognition of the enemy in this prayer? 

    JTI think so, but it is the peculiar attitude of Master and slave that strikes me. How that suited heaven! It is not that they did not know God as Father, because they did, as we learn elsewhere, but the suitability of the address strikes you. 

    TEHWould a good Roman saint be a bondman to God? Having become bondmen to God, Romans 6: 22. Would that suggest the idea of slave? 

    JTThat is the thought exactly. And the Lord has led the way in that; He took a bondmans form, showing us the way of it. 

    WSIf a brother in the meeting did not carry the amens of the brethren, what would you say in regard of that? 

    JTThat is, of course, another matter. What I observe is that there are very few amens amongst us, except at the end of a prayer. We are told in the Scriptures, Let all the people say. Amen! Psalm 106: 48. If the brethren do it generally, but at some particular time they do it not, then the brother praying ought to question it  why has he not the amens of the brethren? 

    QuesIn a practical way; what about sisters in connection with that  Let all the people say, Amen? 

    JTI am glad to hear them say it at any time. Why should they not say it? The word that sisters should be silent, means that a sister is not to discourse or speak as a brother or as men would do; but she can sing and join in saying, Amen. 

    JSShe voices her accord with what has been said. 

    JTAll the people certainly includes the sisters. 

    RemDoes verse 17 of Proverbs 31 indicate the strength of prayer? She girdeth her loins with strength, and maketh strong her arms. The strength of this prayer meeting is indicated in this woman who girdeth her loins with strength, and maketh strong her arms. The idea is of such arms being lifted up. 

    JTQuite so; the loins would be the seat of the lower affections; so that girding them with strength would mean that there is self-denial, fasting; and we shall see later in Antioch that they were fasting. I think that is the idea. This kind does not go out but by prayer and fasting, Matthew 17: 21. 

    FHLDo you think the character of the attack is the same today against thy holy servant Jesus (verse 27)? 

    JTIt is. The second psalm which they quote brings the position clearly into view  against the Lord and against his Christ. For in truth against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou hadst anointed (verses 26, 27). That is where the attack always is, that is, against Jehovah and against His Christ. 

    ABPDoes that not show the utter breakdown of authority in the world as over against the authority that is set up in the assembly? 

    JTYou can see here the world is represented in Jerusalem and it brings out what Jerusalem really is, and was capable of, and what any city in which we may be set is capable of. Some may say, Well, our city is not so bad. Sometimes even the Lords people say our city. I think it ought to be remembered where that is said, in chapter 16 of this book, that they were about to put Paul and Silas into prison: so it is better for us to say, This city. We are in the place, and it is well to see what its capabilities are, when it is put to the test in regard to God and His Christ. 

    RemThey did not run away from the difficulty here; there was terrible influence at work, but they stood their ground. 

    JTThey gauged the actual capabilities of Jerusalem. Now it was an historic fact as to what had happened there; and as you say, they did not run away from the opposition in it. They asked God to support them in the midst of it, which He did. 

    RemAll conflict should be linked up with the cross, dating it back to the cross. I was thinking of the question of Pilate and all those gathered against the Lord at that time; so the apostle at Corinth links the thing up with Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

    JTExactly; that is what every city is, whether it is big or little. If it is examined, and the spirit of it tested, it will be found to be what Jerusalem was: spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified, Revelation 11: 8. 

    RemLot wanted to go to a little city. It would have the features of Sodom. 

    QuesIs the result of this seen in spoil characteristically in Barnabas? 

    JTI think he comes in as showing the extension of what we are now speaking of. It is further spoil. He is in entire keeping with what is described in the chapter. He is not an extraneous element, and that is an important thing with persons coming in amongst us; that they are in keeping with what is there. The chapter describes what there was, what Christ had, the place where His servants could come to obtain sympathy and support and intelligent prayer, so that God might support them; and then there was addition which was quite in keeping with what was there. It is said, neither was there any one in want among them; for as many as were owners of lands or houses, selling them, brought the price of what was sold and laid it at the feet of the apostles; and distribution was made to each according as any one might have need, (verses 34, 35). The Lord had all this. It was spoil for Him  the outcome of complete unselfishness. The enemy was robbed of men who were selfish; they were made unselfish, and the Lord has them for His service for the need among His people. 

    JSBarnabas was very appropriate spoil, a son of consolation. 

    JTThat is the point; he comes in, in keeping with what is described. And Joseph, who had been surnamed Barnabas by the apostles (which is, being interpreted, Son of consolation), a Levite, Cyprian by birth, being possessed of land, having sold it, brought the money and laid it at the feet of the apostles, (verses 36, 37). Now he is spoil in the most remarkable way, for he had been on wrong lines: as a Levite, he should not have had land; but now he sells the land and is in keeping with what God has. 

    PLSo his name is Joseph  God will add. 

    RemThe money was laid at the feet of the apostles; at the feet of those who know something about distribution. 

    JTAnd had authority, too; so that the thought of king Lemuel is running along here; whereas the virtuous woman is seen in all these qualities. The Lord had no lack of spoil; He had abundance of it through the assembly. 

    AFMThe virtuous woman thus seen in these qualities secures spoil for king Lemuel. The initial Hebrew letter of each verse (from verse 10) follows the alphabetical order, as taxing language in describing the virtuous womans worth. 

    PLWould you say the enemy discerns, so to speak, the danger to his realm of this perfectly balanced character of things of the man and woman in the assembly, that he at once moves imitatively with a man and woman to corrupt this  Ananias and Sapphira; it says she was privy to it. 

    JTI thought we might look at that and other features of discipline, if the Lord permit, in the following chapters, so that we may see how extensive this thought is  that the Lord does not lack spoil; He has it through the assembly. 

    QuesIs the thought of the heave-offering the negating of what is selfish in regard to us? 

    JTQuite. It is a spontaneous movement of the heart Godward. That is the idea of the heave-offering, and of course Joseph here, surnamed Barnabas, son of consolation, had that; but the fact that he had lands shows that he is now spoil. He is taken out of that setting. A Levite was not to have that; his portion was always in the city. Now he is coming into the city; he is spoil in a very striking way, adding to what was already there. 

    QuesIn the working out of this matter of actually having possessions today, what is your explanation of the position? 

    JTThe point is unselfishness. When we come to Pauls ministry, provision is made for persons to have material things, that they use them under the Lord for the promotion of His interests. So that we should not trust in the uncertainty of riches, but should be liberal and give. One is really regarded as a steward, and we are to use what we have for the promotion of the Lords interests. The point is unselfishness, that if a man is converted, comes in amongst us, and has some means, and holds them in relation to the Lords interests, he is really doing the same thing, in principle, as Barnabas did. There are no apostles at whose feet we may lay these material things, but one is really responsible to the Lord to administer it himself. Of course, he can give through the assembly, too. 

    WRKnowing that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so also of the encouragement, 2 Corinthians 1: 7. 

    JTQuite so. At Antioch the word was: according as any one of the disciples was well off, Acts 11: 29. They are contemplated as having means and they gave for the need in Jerusalem. They used what they had. 

    RWSWhy is the birthplace of Barnabas at Cyprus called attention to? 

    JTIt is used rather sorrowfully later. He was a Cyprian by birth. He had difficulty later, as of course a man like this may have, even the most spiritual. It says, and Barnabas taking Mark sailed away to Cyprus (Acts 15: 39), as if earlier links had been a snare. He and Mark went off for the moment on natural lines. 

    CAMPerhaps as a Levite he had overreached himself in going so far afield as that originally. 

    JTQuite so. It was far away from where a Levite should be  in the land, in relation to the temple of God. I think that in our chapter he is showing that he is a true Levite, a man that is unselfish. 

    PLIt says in regard of Cyprus: and having sighted Cyprus, and left it on the left hand, we sailed to Syria, Acts 21: 3. Then there was the brother Mnason, who had come from Cyprus. It seems that he had left it, and would now entertain Paul. 

    JTHe had a setting in Jerusalem. He was to lodge Paul there. 

  
    THE ASSEMBLY (JT 67)

    Genesis 1: 27, 28; Proverbs 31: 10 - 12; Revelation 21: 9 - 12

    I have in mind to speak about the assembly, the assembly  of which Christ is Head. It goes on into eternity, and for the moment it takes the form of an order of things in which God sets out His thoughts about the coming age; but whatever it may be that it sets out, the assembly is greater; and, therefore, it can be safely employed to set out other things. It has such intelligence. Indeed, it is said that the all-varied wisdom of God is set out in it and the angels are looking on to see this. Angels have intelligence, but not as the persons in the assembly have. There are things that we know well, that they desire to look into; so that God has furnished Himself with this wonderful assembly to represent Him. No other family in all the families of God is equal to the position the assembly has, and throughout all generations of the age of ages this assembly will carry on the service of God. God is to be worshipped in it. There is no end to it at all. It is constituted great enough for all these services, and it is not to terminate as Israel will terminate. Israel as a nation is not viewed in that way, though persons who form it will, of course, continue for ever. The assembly is always a creature, but next to divine Persons in importance; not comparable to them, of course, but still next to them in intimacy and love. This great assembly commands our respect, and inasmuch as we are of it, it commands our minds. Our intelligences are called upon and all the time we can devote to it, so as to understand it. As Paul said, one who knew it best of men, of creatures: that ye may understand my knowledge. There was at least one who knew. It is just a question if there was any like him, but at the same time, God is seeking to bring us all into those things which Paul was seeking to set out. He was the minister of the assembly; he only was. No other is said to be that, but Paul, and he laboured with the brethren in his time to lead them into the truth of it. As he said, in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God, Ephesians 3: 18 - 20. 

    Well now, I desire to begin with Genesis 1 and to show how the idea of the assembly was there in the mind of God in that day of freshness. The verses I have read tell us plainly the facts. And God created Man in his image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over every animal that moveth on the earth, Genesis 1: 27, 28. We can see the Spirit of God in writing these verses through Moses had in mind something that had not yet been disclosed. Indeed it is said formally that throughout all ages it was concealed in God, but it was there. The idea was there. And so the Spirit of God has in mind the male and female. There is no suggestion of inferiority of the one to the other. The facts show that the man was head of the woman; he is that, as Christ is Head of the assembly. These things are shown in the facts, but, nevertheless, it says in Verse 28, And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion. 

    The word dominion is to be noted, and that the two are blessed. God begins everything with blessing in these matters, even after the flood too. What God likes, having created it particularly, He blesses; and here they were to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth; the word replenish means fill. The subjugation of the earth comes in after the filling of it. It is not to be filled only with cows and sheep and horses, and other creatures of that kind, all of which were created with Adam. It is not to be filled with these only. It is to be filled with creatures of a kind, persons peculiarly interesting to God. There were these two, and they were to fill the earth. That filling would control all else. That is the principle. So that the subjugation is ensured in the filling. Filling must be not only physical but moral. That is to say, the order of being that is filling the earth has a moral importance. Cattle have not. The spirit of man goes up. That indicates at once the superiority of man. God breathed into man the breath of life; it was an intimate matter, and man became a living soul. He was to fill the earth, he and his partner. It was the principle set out in these two; they were to fill the earth and subdue it. That will come about in a coming day, that the earth will be filled with men according to Christ; the new heavens and the new earth. 

    I am making these remarks so as to impress our souls with this great matter, as far as I may be able. I am comforted with the thought that many know it in measure as I do. The brethren are coming to know it and they are coming to value it, and they are coming to see that they belong to it, and that as God looks upon us He values us; He clothes us with His own thoughts. We shall grow in the knowledge of them, but He clothes us with His own thoughts, His own perfect thoughts, and that is a great comfort, that the thing must be regarded abstractly as perfect, as God has it in His mind. And so, dear brethren, it is very comforting to think of an earth filled with men like Jesus. All else will be removed. The Father knows them, and He would instruct us as His children, first as to ourselves, as to one another, and then as to all the others, 

    for the earth will be filled, the new heavens and the new earth in which righteousness will dwell. It will dwell there. Men will be there. Let us understand this, dear brethren, that angels are not taken into account in this matter of formation, and the work of perfecting. They are not said to be heirs. Their place is to be servants of the saints. Wonderful thought. Wonderful they are, and mighty. How wonderfully God has provided for us. Everything is for our sakes, says the apostle, all are yours; and ye are Christs, and Christ is Gods. 

    So as I said, the thing begins here and it widens out as you go downstream, and we find that woman retains her place in the government of God. God is not allowing her to be submerged by man. She is retaining her place. God sees to that right down the line to the book of Revelation. I desire, dear brethren, that we may seek to maintain this line. Be in it. It is what God is doing. He is in it and it is going through. And so woman is not submerged. The feminine idea is preserved and God sees to it that it is preserved according to His counsel. It is not to be lost; it is to go through into eternity in the assembly, in a great administrative capacity. 

    I was thinking of Vashti, a queen. She had her own friends. The women were with her; the men were separate. That will not do. Mischief will happen if we have that sort of thing. We want the sisters to stand by their husbands, co-operate with them, take their advice and give advice too, as Sarah did. In all the glory of that realm that is depicted in the book of Esther she was queen, but she lost the queen-ship and another took her place, a better than she. That is Gods way. If He has to discard somebody He does not leave a void. She is displaced. Her place is filled. As the vessels in Jeremiahs time; he made another that pleased him, another vessel; the first was marred and rejected. And so Esther had a wonderful place, not only negatively or passively, but actively. She fills out a wonderful place according to what I am saying, according to what Scripture teaches. She supported Mordecai. The Jews were carried through. That is to say, the people of God viewed abstractly, clothed with divine thoughts, were carried through. Haman would destroy them and there are many like that. We are not to destroy a weak brother for whom Christ died. Whoever he may be, administration will preserve him, will protect him; and, of course, we are to be helpers of one another in these matters, and particularly to preserve the feminine idea. And so, Esther became a queen. She was better than her predecessor and, therefore, she superseded Vashti. 

    What a sister we have in Phoebe, for instance, and in several others that I might mention, as Lydia. Hence it is that great place is given to sisters in the assembly at Philippi. The royal line was there. Those women that worked with me, says Paul. He sent his regards to them. They were important in his eyes and in his mind, particularly Lydia. He went to Lydia when he was leaving Philippi. It was as if he said, Lydia, I trust you to look after things; not that the Spirit would leave anyone in charge, but Paul trusted Lydia. Who is she? The Lord had put it into her heart to attend to the things spoken by Paul, the man who would speak the right things. Follow him; listen to him. And she did. The apostle went there when he was leaving. 

    In Revelation 21 you have the number twelve greatly stressed. The use of numbers as language in the Scriptures is a convenient way of teaching, and a way that does not take up great space. But there is the host of publishers. God gives humanity the Bible and John alludes to it in saying that if all were written that could be written the world itself would not contain the books, but God has contented Himself to write just that and it is called the Bible; there is no other really; although the world may be filled with things about it, there is no other one but it; and it stands. God has been pleased to make it small, to limit it, as the ark was small, but how complete, how infinite! The Scriptures really are infinite. They run into the idea of the word of God. All things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do, Hebrews 4: 13. I do not say that allusion is exactly to Scripture, but it is the word of God, and the Scriptures represent the word of God. And so it is that I was referring to numbers, that the numeral twelve is pressed into this chapter I have read, and how glorious it is in the language used and the thing alluded to. First of all, And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will show thee the bride, the Lambs wife. And he carried me away in the Spirit, and set me on a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city. Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her shining was like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel, Revelation 21: 9 - 12. 

    How few are the words: the holy Jerusalem, the bride, the Lambs wife! Think of all these expressions. She is the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. So that we have now come, dear brethren, to the great climax of the feminine idea; beginning in the first of Genesis. It was conceived long before the world was formed, and it is as if God would say, It has just come down now complete. It is a heavenly thing. Its origin is heaven from the Father, Spring and Source of blessing. It is from the Father. He made a marriage for His Son. John says, He that has the bride is the bridegroom, John 3: 29. He does not say who the bride is. No. She was concealed in heaven and we belong to it. Everyone who is a christian here should just take it in and learn from it; think of it and pray about it, for you belong to that. All these other great personages that I have alluded to are just figures of this great thing, and what I am speaking about now is not simply a type. It is the thing itself, and it is presented here as measuring twelve thousand stadia, and then it is a cube. Pardon me for just referring for a moment to the measurements. It is said, And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that spoke with me had a golden reed as a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its walls. And the city lies four-square, and its length is as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed  twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. The cube measure means that the assembly is a solid thing, a substantial thing composed of persons, all of them precious as purchased by the blood of Christ and wrought in and wrought out and adorned by the Spirit of God. They are going into eternity and will retain their character too, the character of administration. God would write the word administration on our hearts. He would indeed. It is so necessary, because the world has gone astray, the nations have gone astray. There is no wisdom there at all. If it were not for the sovereign ways of God in holding things there would be chaos. Unless He took certain out of the way, it would not be possible to exist, but God is taking care of things. There is nothing outside of the assembly that is properly regulated, not one thing. But then is it regulated as in our hands? That is the point I am coming to and seeking to impress upon us. God is saying to us. You take that and look after it, whatever it be. If it has to be adjusted, you do it. The Lord is saying that to us. He is giving us to do it. You have heard enough to do it. Are we to be ever learning and never come to a knowledge of the truth? Something comes up today and we have heard it many a time, and yet we do the wrong thing right away, as if the wrong thing were the order of the day. It is not the order of the day. The right thing is the order of the day, and there is a way of finding out the right. So it is that we rightly have our care meetings, but then the question is whether we have men of wisdom. The word of wisdom must be there. It is intended to be there. And so, in the multitude of counsellors there is safety, Proverbs 11: 14. It is well that brothers should come together but then let us see that we learn wisdom. Wisdom is the principle thing. 

    Well now, I would like to say something about the virtuous woman before stopping. Her price is above rubies. Who can find her? One is often inclined to say, Where is she? Where is she to be found? The writer goes on and he writes about her as if she did exist. That is the way you come to it, that the thing is there. It is in yourself. And so you find a beautiful thing that the wise man says which will fill out what I am saying about the virtuous woman. Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. We may regard it as abstract for the moment. But he goes on to say, She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. And then in verse 15, And she riseth while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household. She giveth them meat. We have to challenge ourselves now as to where we can get it, but she gives it. And the days work to her maidens. That would mean she assigns the work they are to do, which is important. And then again it is said, She perceiveth that her earning is good; her lamp goeth not out by night. She can stay up all night if necessary. That is another point: that we have to sacrifice if we are to carry on assembly work, because this is a picture of the assembly; it is described by the wise man, and he treats it as if it were existent. That is the way I think we ought to reach it. Learn it first in the abstract and then look in and see if we have any part in it at all. Why not? It is ourselves. We belong to it. And so as I said before, Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. That is an important thing to bear in mind, and the other things that go with it. The heart of her husband confideth in her, and then it is said, Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates. That is to say, she can be spoken of by herself. You say, That sister is a good wife, but then she is more than that. She is something in herself, her own works. She reflects her husbands works, but her own works will praise her in the gates. That is the one word I would just leave with you, that the sisters are to be praised themselves. She follows on the line of trustworthiness. Her husband shines in the gates, but she has her own works, what she is herself. She can be praised by herself. 

    Well, how important that is in this matter of administration, because this whole chapter, I might say, is administration; how the wife looks after things in the absence of her husband; the assembly looks after things in the absence of Christ. 

  
    CHURCH AFFECTIONS (JT 94)

    Proverbs 31: 10; Revelation 19: 7

    I have before me to say a little tonight about church affections, believing that the Lord is working to bring about such affections, so that the wife feature of the assembly may appear before Him. 

    In referring to the Book of Proverbs it may be of service that we should be reminded of the nature of the Old Testament and of the ministry of its early prophets, lest we should be in any way misled as to their apprehension of the truth. They did not know as much as we are prone to accredit them with. Peter tells us, holy men of God spake under the power of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1: 21), and that they searched out; searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which belonged to Christ, and the glories after these. To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things, which have now been announced to you by those who have declared to you the glad tidings by the Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, which angels desire to look into, 1 Peter 1: 10 - 12. Mark you, these same things are now announced to you, and it is they that the prophets desired to look into; God revealed to them that the things they ministered were not for themselves, they were for us. It was the Holy Spirit by whom they spake, and so the things spoken were spoken anticipatively in view of Christ becoming flesh, the Son becoming flesh; and so this book anticipates the assembly. Not that the speaker could open up to you and tell you what this chapter meant. He could not. It was revealed to him that the things he ministered were for the future, even for us. And so he is made to enquire here by the Spirit, Who can find a woman of worth? The same writer in the book of Ecclesiastes says, one man among a thousand have I found, but a woman among all those have I not found, Ecclesiastes 7: 28. Now, in a way, the book of Ecclesiastes does not require the woman, because it announces the preacher  a preacher who speaks and writes, and the theme for the preacher is the man. If you have found a man you can preach. Thank God, preaching goes on in this world by many who have no knowledge of the assembly at all, but who have some knowledge of Christ. They can preach accordingly in fact, the preaching is about Christ. As it is said, Gods glad tidings ... concerning his Son (come of Davids seed according to flesh, marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead) Jesus Christ our Lord, Romans 1: 1 - 4. So that in the man we have the subject of the preaching, but then the book of Proverbs is the counterpart, really, of the book of Ecclesiastes and the more you become acquainted with Christ as the subject of the preaching the more will be the necessity for the woman to appear. For it is not good, it says, that Man should be alone. God brought the animals to Adam and among them there was not found one his like. Doubtless they exhibited remarkable variety of instinct and intelligence but there was not found one his like; and so God would provide her. And she must be his like. 

    Now that is what one had in ones mind: that the features of Christ should be reproduced femininely. You see, he would see a lion, or maybe a sheep coming to him, but he would see nothing like himself. He had intelligence to discern the characteristics of each, for whatever name he gave to a creature it is not altered. God altered nothing. But there was nothing like himself, and so the woman comes out. I need not go into detail; but Adam is not present. He is not in his senses; he is asleep and God forms her out of his rib and brings her to him. This was the supreme test of his intelligence. Where did she come from? He says, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman. It was a test of his intelligence and he answered to the test. The woman is there. Now that is what was in my mind  something for Christ answering to that, for that is the necessity. One would speak with reverence of the necessity of his love  the necessity of the love of Christ. The Holy Spirit, who is God, is here with that in view; He is here in relation to the necessities as it were of the love of Christ. You will remember how Abraham selected his servant, the eldest in his house. Sometimes we call him Eliezer but Scripture says it was the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had. Abraham had already light as to Rebecca; after he had offered up Isaac it says that he returned to his young men and went with them to Beersheba and dwelt there; and one came and told him that Rebecca had been born. He knew; he had light about it. But then she has to be sought, and he has to find her  select her by certain qualities. Abraham might have given him the name of her father and sent his servant there. No, that is not it. We have to find the bride; the wife is to be found by certain traits. The Lord could have told the disciples when they said, Where wilt thou that we prepare ... the passover? Matthew 26: 17. He might have told them the street and the number in it and the name of the man who owned the house. But, no, Go ye into the city. You see divine things come before our spiritual intelligence, hence he says, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water, Mark 14: 13. You have to look for him; it is a question of having your eyes opened. I refer to that to indicate the principles upon which divine things are. That we have spiritual intelligence is suggested and so I do not refer to the Spirit Himself, but to the principles upon which divine things are here: There shall meet you a man. 

    Now there may be someone here tonight who would love to be where Christ is, where He eats the passover with His disciples, for that is where He eats. If there is one here who would love to find that place I would suggest to you the necessity for spiritual insight. The Lord says, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him. And wheresoever he shall go in, that is the thought. 

    Well now, the servant is the chief ruler in Abrahams house and he is to select the bride, the wife of Isaac, by certain traits, and I wanted to speak of one or two scriptures so that we might see these traits. The Lord is looking for them: the Holy Spirit is looking for them: in all His dealings with us He has these traits in view. Now in Psalm 45 the Psalmist delights to speak about the King. He says, Upon thy right hand doth stand the queen in gold of Ophir. That is what I would call, if you bear with me in the use of the word, the abstract idea; and I am persuaded that we shall never arrive at an understanding of the assembly unless we see it in that abstract way  in the counsels of God. We read that the Lord depicts Himself in the parables of the kingdom as a merchant seeking goodly pearls, and when he had found one pearl of great price he sold whatever he had and bought it. The Lord found the church. He sold everything in His life-time here. But then it was not yet the concrete thing. It could not be until the Holy Spirit came down, but he saw the thing; and so it says Upon thy right hand doth stand the queen  the counterpart of the King. Now, how have I to reach that? For it refers to you. One has to learn to take account of the thing in the abstract and, if so, I have to begin with the ideal wife, with what is in view. God purposed that the King must have a queen at His right hand and Isaac must have a bride and so Christ must have the church. And hence the believer begins. The light of the gospel comes and what is that light? It is the light of a Man. If the gospel is rightly presented to your soul it is a Man that is presented to you. Come, see a man. I have no doubt the woman at Sychar is representative of the preaching in the latter days. She is not the official preacher  she speaks of what she had discovered. Come, see a man, she said. Is not he the Christ? The thought is put into the soul and nothing is more important to preachers than to present Christ. As I was saying of Ecclesiastes, it is one man among a thousand and that is all you want  one Man to preach about. 

    Now in chapter 30 of this book the speaker says, What is his name, and what is his sons name, if thou canst tell? so that the preacher has a man, but there is more than a man. He is the son; and preachers should be able to tell what his name is. If you begin to tell the name of Christ you have a wonderful theme. The apostle Paul, as you will remember, entered the synagogue in the city of Damascus, and preached Jesus that he is the Son of God. 

    It was his first sermon  it is His name. The eunuch said, Of whom speaketh the prophet this? The prophet had spoken about a man  wonderful delineation of Christ. 

    Isaiah could not have held a reading on chapter 53, nevertheless he saw it and John says, These things said Esaias because he saw his glory and spoke of him. Hence Philip announces Jesus and you may be sure he spoke about the name. And so Paul in the next chapter, as I said, went into the synagogue at Damascus and preached at once Jesus is the Son of God: that is His name. He tells us later God ... was pleased to reveal His Son in me. He made him known in his soul that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, Galatians 1: 16. So the preacher has got the name of the Man and a man becomes attractive to the soul. The apostle himself sets the example: he says he loved me, and gave himself for me, Galatians 2:20 Think of one who loves you  you! I do not know of anything that comes to ones soul more forcibly than this  He loved me. As he speaks of the brother for whose sake Christ died, 1 Corinthians 8: 11. That is what the Son of God is; He knows you; He died for you; He loved you and gave Himself for you. Now the presentation of Christ in that way brings about affection. We have been speaking of the eunuch and I have no doubt that he is a representative believer. We have been seeing how he was an individual object with God. He traverses the desert and presently a man joins his chariot as if he had fallen down from heaven; it was really so in principle. The man is reading the book of Isaiah the prophet and Philip says, Understandest thou what thou readest?  a voice from heaven!  a voice to which every one of us should pay attention. I am afraid there is very little reading of the Scriptures. Nothing, no amount of ministry, will take the place of the reading of the Scriptures, the private reading of the Scriptures and the family reading of the Scriptures. If these are neglected you will not be much attracted to Christ; and think what a mine of wealth you have in the word of God. And so Philip says, Understandest thou what thou readest? What is the good of reading if I do not understand? A great deal of reading is done, I admit, without any understanding, but I do urge the importance of reading. Daniel says, I ... understood by the books, Daniel 9:2. He meant the inspired books. If we read with the understanding we shall understand the light of God. Christ would be before the soul, because they are they which testify of me, He says. Philip preached to him Jesus. How can I, except some man should guide me? and Philip began at the same scripture and announced to him Jesus. He came, as it were, from above to him and announced Jesus, so the eunuch says, Here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? He goes out in that way and goes on his way rejoicing, and Philip is caught away as if he were a heavenly vision. The scene is a heavenly one. 

    There are many who love the Lord but they have not breasts. Someone has said that orphans do not develop affection and those who have no mothers particularly are wanting in affection. One says, We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts (Song of Songs 8: 8), not that she did not have love; that is not implied. The point is that she had not developed what she had and therefore she did not come beneath the notice of Solomon. But the other says, My breasts like towers; then was I in his eyes as one that findeth peace. It is as if we are set down together in the light of the love of Christ. There is one brother there  not a movement in him. He breaks bread like the rest, takes part physically but no spiritual response. There cannot be a doubt but that he loves Christ but what about development? The Lord is set for the development of our affections, so that these breasts are like towers. That is what I had in my mind, that there might be development in the saints of church affections. But you say, what do you mean by church affections? It may be someone here has some conception of love for the Lord in a personal way, but how, 

    you enquire, am I to love churchwise? That is an interesting question, because that is what the Lord wants. He does love to have your personal affections; but what about the church, about loving churchwise? The Lords supper is to teach us how to develop church affection. And I will tell you how it comes about. If you love Christ you love a brother. You say, you love one brother; it may be you have only learned to love your neighbour  very good if you have. It is a triumph if one can maintain love for a neighbour day in and day out. Suppose we can do that; if you can love him, you can love with him. If you have learned to love him, you can love with him, that is two of you can learn to love the same object. That is simple and that is what I understand by church affections. And the circle becomes far wider until I love all the saints, and hence I understand and enjoy what we have in the Colossians, Quickened together with him. If I am quickened with Christ, I want all the saints quickened with Christ; and if in Ephesians I am raised up and made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ, I want the saints there. That is how I understand the Lord would develop church affection. Hence one has the breasts like towers. She says, We have a little sister and she hath no breasts. She has wanted to have her little sister with her. She could teach her how to love and it is a great opportunity of teaching one another how to love. God teaches us. Ye yourselves are, says the apostle, taught of God to love one another and it is in this constant exercise amongst the saints of God that the Lord develops church affection. He sees the thing permeating the company. That is what He is looking for. 

    So that is what the Spirit of God has in view in this last chapter of Proverbs: her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband confideth in her. The Lord is confiding in the assembly because He loves her; hence He says, For whosoever has, to him shall be given, and whosoever has not, even what he seems to have shall be taken from him, Luke 8:18. The Lord will not entrust anything to anyone who does not love Him. Love is the thing. Her husband confides in her; that is a prophetic view of the assembly; it is based on what the Spirit would provide as the result of the death of Christ. This woman could be confided in, and so the marriage of the Lamb is come, an occasion of great joy, his wife has made herself ready. She has done it herself; that is the thing. What are we doing in view of Christs coming and the marriage? She is wise. It is not here the bride, it is the wife, because it refers to what we are to Christ in the time of His rejection; it is the marriage of the Lamb. The next chapter gives us the glory of the church, but the point is that it is just the wife here, His confidant, the one in whom His heart can safely confide. Can anything be more enticing to the heart than that the Lord can confide in you in His absence? Here it is simply the wife, and she has made herself ready; she has put on such garments as are becoming, and so to her it is granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, bright and pure. It is not here a gorgeous display of colours. The colours in Scripture have reference to variety of public glories. They are for display. It is essential purity  that which is known in private. And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. The King has a queen, but how do the saints come to the good of the position? Well, the first thing in Psalm 45 is Hearken, daughter, and see, and incline thine ear ... and the king will desire thy beauty. The Lord sees His own beauty taking form in you and He desires it. And it goes on to say All glorious is the kings daughter within; her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of embroidery. Embroidery is one stitch after another; it is not a power loom: it is not machine work. Christendom is full of machine work; things are turned out in the mass but that is not divine. Fine linen is the righteousnesses all put together divinely, one stitch after another. It is the daily thing, the work of the Spirit through the exercises of the saints. That is what it is, so that she is all glorious within. This is the Kings palace; it is within His apartments. That is the exercise, you see. One speaks of His unrebuking gaze  lovely thought! He sees you in His own perfection so the heart is perfectly at rest. There is not a discrepancy, the assembly is in accord with that palace. 

    We learn in part and we can only minister in part, but the thought is to offer a suggestion, and if we have before us that the Lord is seeking to produce church affections and to bring about the ability to love together, we see that it is thus that the assembly is formed. So it says His wife has made herself ready; things are granted to us so that we should be arrayed in fine linen, that we should have the very best. 

  
    TRUSTWORTHINESS (WJH 12)

    Genesis 49: 22-26; John 3: 35; Proverbs 31: 10-12

    I desire, dear brethren, to speak a little of the trustworthiness of Christ. I am sure that we have all been made to feel that apart from what is of God, there is nothing we can trust in this world. Nations think they can trust in their navies and armies, but that confidence is waning. Others would put reliance on money, but we have lived to see the worlds finance lose its value. It is natural for men to trust in their own hearts, but the scriptures say, He that trusteth his own heart is a fool. What a history that of man has been! 

    I suppose Satan unfallen, was the most trusted of beings then created. It says he was the anointed cherub that covereth; the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee, in the day that thou wast created, Ezekiel 28: 13  possibly a suggestion that the power was given him to express the praises of the creation, such as are referred to in Job 38. But instead of being thus serviceable to God the mind of Satan is expressed in the words of the king of Babylon who said I will exalt my throne above the stars of God... I will be like the Most High, Isaiah 14. He proved untrustworthy in that which God had committed to him. 

    When we think of Adam, he too, betrayed his trust. The garden of Eden was put into his trust to care for and keep; but did he do so? No he attempted to take for himself what was for God. When we come to Noah, he is entrusted with a new world  a cleansed world, but he could not be trusted; he became drunk. 

    To Solomon was given wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore. He was able to speak of the whole creation, his largeness of heart enabled him to speak of the trees, the beasts, the fowls and creeping things, and of fishes, but he betrayed his trust. 

    Then when we come to Nebuchadnezzar, God gave him the place of king of kings. He exercised authority over the whole known earth, but he betrayed the trust given to him, and usurped Gods place. So with the assembly in its responsibility: how unfaithful it has been, and what a history of unfaithfulness has marked man in relation to it. 

    How good it is, dear brethren, to leave our side of things, our mistakes, the conflict between good and evil, and look at Christ. We may speak of it as objective, but then the subjective comes out of what is objective. If you have not an object, you cannot have what corresponds. Stephen looked up into heaven, and saw the glory of God and Jesus. He saw what was in heaven, he saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. There is an object, and as an inevitable consequence, the features of the glory of God, and Jesus, were seen in that man. As you look at him with the face of an angel, and see him kneeling down, and hear expressed in his words the very grace of heaven, you see features of the glory of God and Jesus expressed in one who has Christ as object. So just in a simple way, one thought it might help to direct the hearts of all to the trustworthiness of Christ. 

    I suppose the outstanding feature which Joseph represents is that he could be trusted. You see that at every point, except perhaps one. You see him first in Jacobs house; it says that Joseph brought the evil report of his brothers doings to his father. This is a very trustworthy thing. He went out with them, and heard what they said, and saw what they did, and he came and told Jacob. It is not trustworthiness to cover what is evil, but rather to come and make it known where it ought to be known. You may be hated for it; it may bring you into suffering. Joseph came and told Jacob everything  he proved his trustworthiness in this, but they sold him for it. Jacob had made Joseph a coat of many colours, he could be trusted with that distinction. The many colours refer to the many glories in which Christ is arrayed. How natural it is for our hearts to become elated if we become distinguished  but not so Joseph, he could be trusted. No one but Christ could really wear what that coat of many colours sets forth  that is, be invested with every glory that God could put upon man. 

    Jacob sent Joseph out to the fields  the place where we are all tested. If you go into the world, you will find it a testing place. Joseph goes into the fields, and what he is sent to do, he does. When asked whom seek ye? he says, I seek my brethren. He carried out the mission on which Jacob sent him. Later on you find him tempted and tried, having been sold into Potiphars house, Potiphar gets an instinct of the trustworthiness of Joseph, so that he puts the whole of his house into Josephs hands. Joseph is tested and tempted, but he would not betray his trust. He will not take one step that would mark a betrayer. That takes him into prison, but he is not long there before all the prisoners are put into his hands. The prison keeper finds that he can be trusted. He comes out of the prison to bind Pharaohs princes, and is given a place next to Pharaoh in Egypt. He uses all that power in a trustworthy way; he uses it to secure the supremacy of Pharaoh absolutely, so that the ultimate result of his administration is that everything comes into Pharaohs hands. 

    How trustworthy he was in the exercise of discipline. He will not take any short cuts. We see his heart moved with the utmost tenderness to his brethren, but he waits in patience the whole period, until he reaches the end  the end of the Lord  and then makes himself known. All these things dear brethren, speak typically of Christ, as the One who can be trusted at every point. One would just like to connect that with the end of John 3. It says The Father loveth the Son and hath put all things into his hand. That is like the blessing pronounced on Joseph by Jacob  blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts and of the womb, shall be upon his head. He can be trusted with them. The blessings which reach to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills are on the head of him who was separated from his brethren. Now Jacob had learned that Joseph could be trusted, but he had learned that Reuben could not be trusted. A painful lesson we all have to learn. Reuben was his firstborn, and when he was born, no doubt wonderful hopes were found in Jacobs heart for his son. Parents know the pleasure they have in a firstborn. What hopes, what possibilities are entertained. So as to Reuben Jacob says Thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power. No doubt that was what Jacob had hoped for, but what he finds, dear brethren, is that Reuben cannot be trusted, but that he was a betrayer of the most sacred relationship on earth. Nothing is safe in Reubens hands. 

    We are all gradually learning that, are we not? as to what we are in the flesh. There is nothing that can be trusted to our hands, the most sacred and hallowed thing will be corrupted by man according to flesh. Jacob had to learn that in Reuben, and so Joseph takes Reubens place of firstborn by moral worth. By right, the birthright was Reubens but Jacob says, all the blessing shall come on the head of Joseph. I thought that had a bearing on John 3: the Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. God has entrusted everything to the hands of Christ; and John shows us the things. 

    In the fourth chapter we see that God has put into the hands of Christ the administration of living water. The Lord said to the woman, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. John the Baptist realised something of the greatness of Christ when he said He must increase, but I must decrease. He said, I baptise with water (a great service that was) but there standeth one among you... whose shoes latchet I am not worthy to unloose. The same is he that baptiseth with the Holy Ghost, John 1: 26-33. The Lord Jesus Christ has been entrusted with the administration of living water, let us ponder the grace in which He administers it. 

    John says Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well, chapter 4: 6, and the Lord said to that poor thirsty woman of Samaria, Ask. If she knew what was available in Him, if she knew who had said to her Give me to drink, she would have asked and He would have given living water. He is prepared to give the living water to every one that asks of Him. It is in His hand the Father loveth the Son and hath given all things into his hand. The Lord could be entrusted with the administration of this precious gift, and every thirsty one who asks for it can have it, for He came to make it available to every man. 

    In John 5, the Lord says For as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself  what a wonderful thing that is! As to His Person it is true that In him was life but I am not speaking of that side. Being here as the Sent One of God it has been given to the Son to have life in Himself in view of communicating life. Think of the greatness of One who is entrusted with the power to communicate life to man! Men would like to have ability to communicate life; they can take life, but they have no power to give it. It is something infinitely great for us to consider that the blessed Lord can speak to men and communicate life to them; He says The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God and they that hear shall live, John 5: 25. How we see that set forth in John 11  Lazarus is sick, and Mary and Martha thought the Lord would come at once. They sent a message to Him, he whom thou lovest is sick, but He abode two days where He was; He waited to allow death its full power, before He used His power to give life. He says I am the resurrection and the life. He knew what was required, and He could be trusted to use that power for the glory of God; as Jesus said This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, John 11: 4. 

    John proceeds to tell us of many things that have been given into the hands of Christ. He was given power over all flesh, John 17: 2. How the Lord stands out in that way. 

    Nebuchadnezzar was nothing to compare with Him, nor was Adam. Think of One who can be entrusted with authority over all flesh! And what for? That He should give eternal life to as many as God had given Him. The Lord speaks to the Father of the words which thou gavest me. He could be trusted with them; every detail of the mind of God was given to Him to communicate to men. The words which thou gavest me  I have given unto them. He did not keep them simply for Himself. Peter discovered that when he said thou hast the words of eternal life. So again, dear brethren, as to the saints, the Lord could say to His Father, Those that thou gavest me, I have kept, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name. He could be trusted with every one belonging to God. The glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one. The Lord can be trusted with everything, to carry out all according to God. 

    Then at the end we have the wonderful word, The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it, John 18: 11. He could be trusted even to drink that cup. It was given Him of the Father, and the Lords closing words in Johns gospel are It is finished. I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. The Lord left nothing incomplete. Incompleteness marks man; there are defects in everything that man does, but what marks God is that He finishes His work. We read in Genesis 2: 1, Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. They have stood ever since. The Lord Jesus was given a work to finish, and He could say, It is finished. 

    Well dear brethren, the trustworthiness of Christ continues in heaven, for He is there interceding for us. He has entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. Who can tell what each one and all of us owe to the intercession of Christ? The interests of every individual saint are in the hands of Christ, and He intercedes for us. He is carrying on the work of God; it goes on in His hands. Then we come to the day when He must reign. How one loves the thought! It is just like Joseph, who could not be kept in the prison, he must come forth. The Lord must reign till He puts every enemy under His feet; until there is not a lawless will in the universe. Then in supreme trustworthiness, He delivers up the kingdom to God, that God may be all in all. Everything having been brought into subjection to the Son, all has been completed that was entrusted to Him. 

    If we make room in our affections for Christ, something of what we read in Proverbs 31 will come to light. It reads, Who can find a virtuous woman, for her price is far above rubies? The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. This refers to the assembly, and these features will be seen in every local assembly, indeed in every individual composing the companies. The first feature seen is, the heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. How little we have corresponded to Christ. How trustworthy saints were at the beginning, and that is what the Spirit of God is looking for. 

    Simon the sorcerer said to Peter, Here is money, but Peter replies, thy money go with thee to perdition. Ananias and Sapphira came to God with a lie, and God judged Ananias for this; then Peter says to Sapphira, the feet of the young men which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. He entirely endorsed the judgment of God. God will not have lies in the assembly. Ananias falls dead and the young men carried him out, then Sapphira comes in and Peter says she shall be carried out also. Had he made light of their sin, he would have betrayed the trust. 

    God wants us to judge lies. At the root of nearly every sorrow among the people of God, there is what is false. These sorrows originate with the father of lies, he is the root of every difficulty. While what is false is allowed, the Lord cannot bring about trustworthiness in us; He desires truth in the inward parts; so that He may trust us in some measure with what is proper to the assembly. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, should be true of us now. Soon the word will be fulfilled The Spirit and the bride say, Come. She has been loyal to Him, and she is not ashamed for Him to come. 

    The assembly in Philadelphia had not denied His name  that is, the name of the Husband. Philadelphia had been true to Him. Thus the Lord is seeking, dear brethren that there should be at the end, that which He can trust, which is true to His name, and that we should do Him good and not evil all the days of our life. The Lord wants continuance  all the days, that we may not dishonour His name. Those who are younger, may have more days; the Lord is taking up young men and young women today in view of maintaining freshness and power till He comes. It is not necessarily that they are going to remain here a long time, but the Lord gives power to continue. One would desire that the Lord might help us to be trustworthy to the end in affection to Him. 

    Jacobs soul at the end of his course is in ecstasy as he thinks of Joseph. He has many humbling things to say about the others, but unlimited blessings are to be on the head of Joseph. Every moral perfection and glory will be seen in Christ, and as we ponder these glories we can let our hearts go out in extolling His name. He is trustworthy in regard of everything that is committed to Him. The apostle Paul says to Timothy, I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him, and then He charges Timothy, Keep by the Holy Spirit which dwells in you, the good deposit entrusted, 2 Timothy 1: 14. 

    One would like to leave that word with you, that it may re-echo in the hearts of the young men and women. The Lord has put something into your hearts, and whatever it is, keep it by the Holy Spirit, that it may not be lost. May the Lord help us to find our joy in the contemplation of Christ, into whose hands all is committed, and will be held in perfect trustworthiness for ever. 
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