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    SUMMARY OF TWO READINGS ON ESTHER (JT 11)

    Esther 1; Esther 2:8-17; Esther 4:13-17; Esther 5:1-3

    It was thought we might read Esther as suggesting certain features of the assembly. There are evidently features which may be taken up as assembly exercise set out in pattern here that are not found in the other figures that we have been contemplating as relating more particularly to the assembly, and it may be helpful to view these in a simple way. No doubt the book viewed dispensationally is occupied with the exercises of the Jewish remnant, but it should have a very distinct moral bearing on us, having been written, like other scriptures, for our learning. 

    Esther, as raised to the throne and as standing in relation to the king in affection for he loved her, might set forth the power that flows from that position and relationship as seen in Ephesians, a power that can spiritually influence things for the preservation and protection of the saints in a scene where the enemy is ever at work to crush them and to overthrow the testimony. The privilege side of Ephesians would not be in view, but rather the position the saints are set in and how that can be turned to account for the deliverance of Gods people and the furtherance of His thoughts on earth. Esther puts everything at stake, using her queenly position that she may rise to the privilege it afforded her of standing by and preserving the testimony in an evil day, making everything subservient, so to speak, to what she is as a sister, prepared, if her brethren perish, to perish with them. 

    We get in the first chapter the divine ideal in regard to the kingdom. The scene can be viewed as describing what will be manifest in the millennial day, the imperial rule of Christ. The Spirit of God dwells largely on the thought of rule seen in the headship of Christ universally in the coming day, and what is emphasised is the importance of that principle permeating every household in the realm. The book thus shows how God is to secure supreme rule over the whole world and display His majesty, and how this is worked out in relation to His government, the unchanging character of which is indicated in the reference to the laws of the Medes and Persians, which alter not. 

    Vashti is not in sympathy with the moment; she prefers her own circle and her own feast. This carries its own warning. It typifies, perhaps, the indifference of the Jew who, as the elder son in Luke 15, would not go in, and may be compared to the attitude of Christendom now. Then what comes to light is the way sovereignty works in the presence of such a situation to secure a responsive element. 

    The vision of Ahasuerus kingdom is no doubt a prophetic allusion to the kingdom of Christ. Reference is made to his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty, language which at once suggests Christ. The light of the kingdom in display comes to us in the way of confirmation; that is a principle in Scripture, so that chapter 1 would be a support for all that follows. Abraham was shown the land, Moses was shown the pattern of the tabernacle, and in this book the glory and magnificence of the kingdom become the light to sustain the soul in view of exercises to follow. It is Peters line. Captives in an evil day need confirmation, those who are scattered and unknown and despised are rallied and sustained by the light of the millennial day. Esther presents a kind of complement to Ezekiel. In Ezekiel we have the light of the temple in a future day; here we have the light of the imperial character of the kingdom so that account is taken of the large number of provinces, and the isles are brought in at the close. These two books thus fill out in a kind of prophetic way Ezra and Nehemiah, where the house and the walls of the city are built in days of adversity. 

    When we come to detail, the hangings of the court are interesting, as indicating the kind of atmosphere and surroundings that would mark the throne. The colours, white, green, and blue, might speak of the purity, the fresh verdure and the heavenly character given to the kingdom down here by the heavenly city which will influence all that is set forth in figure here. Then there is the pavement, The beds were of gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black, marble. The pavement would no doubt suggest the complete working out and disentanglement of good and evil; a scene of rest will be introduced on that basis. The white and black marble or alabaster and black marble would seem to point to this complete disentanglement of good and evil in a public way, the public answer to the Cross. 

    But this is not all that the rest of God is based upon; in the blue there is added what is from heaven, while the red might suggest the distinctive character that is imparted to all the Lord effects. If what has been brought to pass in the death and resurrection of Christ is to come into public display, certain elements must be wrought out in the saints. These are set forth in what follows in the book. Mordecai considers for the rights of the king when his life is in danger; so, too, he cherishes Esther, walking in the court daily, concerned as to the promotion of what is of God here. These elements will come out in the kingdom. 

    Luke might, in principle, give the hangings, and Matthew the pavement. The Lord says, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. (John 2:17) Luke gives you the care with which He as the anointed One enshrines the spirit of the kingdom in the hearts of His own, and leaves them at the close in priestly care of all that is divine on earth. Then in Matthew you have the solution of every issue in connection with the disentanglement of good and evil. Kingly glory is prominent in this gospel, so we have described the way every rival will be overthrown publicly, the power of the enemys opposition being annulled at the cross, culminating in all power in heaven and on earth being committed into the hands of the King in resurrection for Gods glory and mans blessing. Rest comes in, as has been said, on that basis. 

    Vashtis refusal to recognize rule and to contribute to the glory of the king indicates a moral element of discord which would overthrow the universe, if that were possible, and which can only be met by the assertion of the truth of headship. It is worthy of remark that if God displays anything for the confirmation of His own, a lawless element is always brought to light, and God shows that one lawless element threatens the happiness of all. Here it was the best  the queen. Vashti had no consideration for the glory of the king. She is like the man without the wedding garment. It is solemn to discover this element in ones heart. The woman was intended to be for the glory of the man. We learn in Vashti that the flesh will not do, that line is to come in no more before the king; if we come in it must be on the line of Esther. Vashtis rejection was according to the counsel of the wise men. They would represent those who are in the secret of the Lord for the moment, and who know what is suited to a particular crisis or emergency. They saw the kings face. Their wisdom shines, too, in that they can get beyond the immediate details to the underlying principle. The import of Vashtis act is discerned by them, and her conduct is made but a vehicle for the establishment of the principle that is violated. The very details of a difficulty often hinder us from arriving at the principle that is at stake. 

    If a crisis arises that jeopardizes the rights of the throne it must be faced in every heart and every house, and met by the unswerving maintenance of divine principles. Such crises have arisen from time to time and have threatened to overthrow everything, but the enemy has been defeated by the issue being faced. God will have rule and headship established in His kingdom, and every man should be exercised on this line as to his house. If this principle is maintained in the houses of the saints evil cannot advance at the pace with which the enemy would forward it in the world. He cannot override spiritual power, and there is great spiritual power accruing from the saints being governed by divine principles. 

    The speaking of our own language would set forth the influence that flows from headship. It is a sad house where there is a mixed language, as in Nehemiahs time, when the children of the Jews spake half in the speech of Ashdod and could not speak in the Jews language. Zephaniah 3:12 speaks of the Lord leaving in their midst a poor people who would speak a pure language. One has to think of this feasting in a moral way. The thought of spiritual festivity has place in Scripture. The drinking was according to the law, so it cannot be condemned in this connection. The heart being full of wine would point to the hour of supreme joy. One has to view wine in the scriptural setting as that which cheers the heart of God and man. 

    It would rob the chapter of its beauty if we were to regard Ahasuerus simply as a heathen monarch, nor would the Spirit of God occupy us with details of a heathen festival. The one who refuses to grace such a scene, typically that of Christs display, must go out; and yet what comes to light is the king finds a way to bring in what is for his glory without weakening the commandment that has gone forth. Esther is in full accord with this, as seen in chapter 5. When all is at stake she comes in before the king in her royal apparel; she in principle cherishes what is for the glory of God, and is prepared to die, if need be, with those in whom that glory is to be displayed, who, moreover, are her brethren, but as queen she represents the people of God through whom He will display His glory. Haman, like Athaliah in an earlier day, would destroy all the seed royal. 

    All the light of this in chapter 1 is intended to support us in suffering. You first get the impression of what you are suffering for, then you can afford to surrender in the sense of it. So when the throne is under alien influence the enemys machinations are circumvented by the priestly exercises expressed in Esther; thus the saints are preserved and the hostility of the enemy is exposed and nullified. Esther indicated in her readiness to perish when the test came how well she had answered to her six months with oil of myrrh, then her delight in bringing Mordecai forward that he might be supreme showed how she answered to the six months with spices. Six months with oil of myrrh might speak of the way we are nurtured under the grace of the anointed Man; then the six months with spices would suggest the way we become graced in His spirit; not now what God is to us in Christ, but what Christ is to God having place in our hearts. Mary in Luke 10 had her six months with oil of myrrh, and in John 12 she comes out in the good of the spices. There is nothing like a crisis to discover how we have spent our six months! 

    When Esther went in to the king in chapter 2 she required nothing but what Hegai appointed; Hegai would suggest the Spirit. What is of God only desires what is divinely provided. Liquid myrrh and spices would speak of the graces of Christ. Can we come before the King in the character and grace of the anointing? In the holy anointing oil liquid myrrh was to prevail; in the grace of that God accepts a man, so it is suggestive of what would mark the assembly. The anointing puts you in suffering sympathy with all who are suffering today for Christ. Esther did not simply send a sympathetic message to her brethren, but cast in her lot with them. She was not on the list, but she put herself on it voluntarily. If I perish, I perish, she said. Are we on this line? Some of us could circumstantially stand aloof from the pressure on our brethren; are we ready to do so? Esther remembered she was a sister before she was a queen, and recognises her obligations to her brethren. 

    It is interesting to note that Miriam, the first typical sister in Scripture, comes to light as watching over and seeking to preserve that which is precious to God, the babe in the ark of bulrushes. When the sister is introduced is it not in this connection, as setting forth the affection that would lead one to cherish and jealously guard what is precious to God? How far are we prepared in a crisis in the history of the assembly to perish for the preservation of the saints? Paul says, Salute Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, who for my life staked their own neck, (Romans 16: 3,4). Then in Marks gospel the Lord says, For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother. (Mark 3:35). We have thought a good deal of the brotherly element, but let us not neglect what is suggested in the sister, the readiness to perish for the testimony; its continuance hangs on such a spirit. The brotherly element might have activities more in view and might be seen in Mordecai. He is outside and Esther inside, but both are governed by the same spirit. 

    One is reminded in this connection of the opening of Acts. The spirit of Esther is seen in the close of chapter 4, where the disciples are gathered for prayer. There is the thought of fasting and an appeal to God for the protection of the throne; then the spirit of Mordecai might be illustrated in a vessel such as Stephen, who publicly defends the throne. In the prayer of the disciples we can realise how they discerned that all was aimed at them in the hostility of the enemy was really aimed at the throne. 

    Mordecai in result gets his right place in the kingdom, first in testimony in chapter 6, and finally in public administration in chapter 9. Thus we find the faithfulness of the saints in this way causes the schemes of the enemy to issue in Christ being brought into public evidence. In Philippians the magnifying of Christ among the saints means they stand fast in one spirit ... and in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. (Philippians 1:27,28). 

    Haman, in presence of Mordecais exaltation, departs to his house in shame. What is set forth in Haman has to be judged in ones own heart. No doubt he represents Antichrist, but John tells us already there are many Antichrists. He represents a great Babylonish element that would command respect from the flesh, but would destroy what is of God. How important to judge every principle in ones heart that would answer to what has been set aside. Hamans ten sons were hanged on the gallows. Every product of Babylon must be unsparingly dealt with. Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones. (Psalm 137:9). 

    Finally the blessing extends to the whole empire. The most distant part of the realm renders the king his due. It says, he laid a tribute upon the land, and upon the isles of the sea, and Mordecai becomes acceptable to all. He was next unto Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed. A beautiful suggestion of the conditions which will exist in the habitable world which is to come of which we speak (Hebrews 2:5), for the display of which all creation waits. Then shall be seen the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty many days. 

    Pages 469 - 513  The Revelation of God in Luke and John. December, 1920 (Volume 51). 

  
    READINGS ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER (1) (JT 54)

    Esther 1:1 - 22; Esther 2:15 - 23

    JTThere are certain relations between this book and the book of Job which may appear as we proceed. Now it may be stated that the principle of the taking away of the first and the establishing of the second runs through the book. It is in mind that we shall get instruction bearing on present conditions from this book, how God acts for His people without showing Himself, even acting for them when there are circumstances which He cannot approve. Indeed the book throughout contemplates such circumstances. Thus it has a bearing in relation to Gods people whoever they are and wherever they are, not in relations suitable to the law, or His principles, or His system, so that His name is not mentioned in the book, nor is there prayer mentioned. Yet God is seen in it and promoting His people, protecting them, honouring them, not reaching His end as yet but obviously this is in mind. His people are being prepared now for His end in which they would be identified with Him and seen openly as such, honoured as such. In the meanwhile we have to move on in a world that knows us not and with little or no recognition such as Pentecost introduces, but yet God is working and in connection with His own principles  that is to say, setting aside the first and establishing the second. Only now it is not in connection with one man as in Job, but it is in connection with humanity. In Job it is with one family but here it is a great monarch, a great king and in it shines through certain features which are basic and which really have part in Gods own system which will appear in the millennium. So that in order to come into this it is clear that we have to learn to take on the principles that are set out in the setting aside of the first, that we may learn to set aside the first in ourselves and in connection with the divine system see that we gradually come into what is second. Not simply now in one family as in Job, but in one person who is a type of the assembly or of Israel. It is thought that the most of this session could be devoted to the consideration of what is symbolic in the king Ahasuerus  his kingdom is a great and glorious affair, very extensive and resourceful and all under one head. 

    CHHIs the thought of the book of Esther  suggesting the thought of a star  indicating what is heavenly supplanting what is earthly? 

    JTWell that is good. The meaning of the word Esther signifies star. The stars have a great place throughout Scripture. In the beginning the morning stars sang together  they were there. Where wast thou when I founded the earth? ... When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? (Job 38:4 - 7). So that there is no doubt something in that. Then in Genesis 1:16, And God made the two great lights ... and the stars. That is He made them as we see them  the sun, the moon and the stars, conveying as Josephs dream indicates, the family thought  the sun, moon and eleven stars. 

    LESWould Hosea fit in with what you have suggested? I will go away, I will return to my place, till they acknowledge their trespass, and seek my face; in their affliction they will seek me early (Hosea 5:15). And then, We shall know,  we shall follow on to know Jehovah: his going forth is assured as the morning dawn; and he will come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain which watereth the earth (Hosea 6:3). 

    JTI will go away  would certainly be suggested. God is not in evidence. But certain other things, personages, are in evidence. God sets up the Gentile monarchies when He hides His face from the house of Jacob. He is not ashamed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, not ashamed to be called their God, but here God is hiding His face  He is not in evidence at all save in the sense that we can see, by the Spirit of God in our dispensation, He is in the position, but acting in a hidden way. 

    JDIs it your thought that the principles that obtain in Job in regard of Job and his family are also seen in connection with the monarchies? 

    JTThat is the thought. The monarchies have a time to show themselves. We get the principle in Numbers 7, every man in his day. I believe every monarchy has had its day. God allowed them to parade this glory and power to see what they would do. And nothing more has been accomplished through the four monarchies than through Israel. It has come out. The monarchies have not accomplished divine thoughts any more than Israel. Government in the hands of the Gentile monarchies has done no better than Israel and is not to be compared with government as under David and Solomon. So there is the necessity for the setting aside of the first whether in our own souls or in the monarchies. 

    JDWould Daniels prophecy regarding the monarchies show it? 

    JTNebuchadnezzar had a great opportunity  Thou art this head of gold (Daniel 2:38). That is what he was as head of the system. It had great advantages, but it goes right on to disaster. The first comes out as God hides His face from the house of Jacob and takes nations up. Hundreds of our brethren are directly under their power, in fact this more or less applies to all of us. Governments have more authority in war than in peace. We are made to feel the pressure. And I think all this appears in this book as over against humanity in the book of Job. Great splendour, glory and power and then this woman is in it. That is where we are to learn to take account of the first as its place is taken by the second. There must be something in these monarchies and kingdoms in a feminine sense. The assembly is the divine idea. God intends the assembly to bring out the feminine thought and she is coming out in this way in the millennium. But what is there now in this relation with the monarchies today? The Church of England is the spouse of the State. It would come out in the Roman Empire, too  the churchs place in relation to the empire. And what is coming out here  we have to see and understand what this feminine idea in relation to the four monarchies means, and see how the assembly in measure is seen in connection with God in Esther. Take Vashti; she made her feast in the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus. She made her feast in his territory. 

    JDBut then she refuses to consider the king at all, would that be the point brought out here? 

    JTThe whole system has broken down. There has been plenty of opportunity for the Gentile monarchies to show what rule according to God ought to be. The principle of the rule of man over woman begins in the first of Genesis. It failed in Job and his wife and failed in Ahasuerus and his wife. 

    CHHThe act of the church becoming the spouse of the kingdoms would correspond with Babylon. It is displaced from its heavenly setting  cast down to earth. 

    JTShe says, I sit a queen, and I am not a widow (Revelation 18:7). There is the complete breakdown in this passage in relation to the monarchies. 

    FRWould Vashti represent the accredited religion of the world? 

    JTYes. The feminine thought alluding to the sympathies, feelings, kindnesses of humanity on the earth. Where can we find it today? Take this country, especially in the East where the Roman Catholic church has the greatest power. What an influence, is it not sinister? 

    LESEzra comes up from Babylon four years after this. Is there a link between Ezra and Esther? 

    JTIt is the priestly side in Ezra and Nehemiah. Nehemiah did great things. You may say, How can we do in these circumstances? Nehemiah is what one man can do. Ezra brings the priest into view. It is instructive. We have priesthood in our little meetings; then we have care meetings, too, which would be representative of the authority of the monarchies. Matthew contemplates the authority of God in the assembly. Nehemiah is in relation to the king  it is a responsible matter whereas Ezra is the spiritual side. I think both these things combine in relation to the influence of the brethren throughout the world  the idea of the government of the assembly and priestly service Godward and manward. This book, however, is not Ezra or Nehemiah but contemplates a wide circle of things  takes in Christians wherever they may be found, those not openly identified with the church but taking account of Gods people in the Church of England or wherever they are. 

    PBWe get in this book then what stands in the public eye. 

    JTYou see that. But you see qualities that show that God is in this. God is not identifying Himself with them in their circumstances. No more is He identifying Himself with Esther, yet qualities were there. In the second chapter you find beautiful qualities there and that in the kings house, not in the temple of God. 

    RHWould the thought in Revelation of the mystery of God correspond with Esther? 

    JTYes. That comes out in Revelation 10 where the Lord is seen with His right foot on the sea and His left on the land. Mystery is mystery and so Rome is mystery  mystery written upon her. And this book is to show how God carries on mysteriously and yet effectually. Not one Christian in Christendom is forgotten of God. 

    JDGod is set aside and refused by the ecclesiastical world, and although Christians walk in that, the door is kept open to them to walk in the truth. 

    LESAnd so the service would be filled out in the spirit of suffering in Esther and Mordecai. 

    JTYes, we see that in chapters 3 and 4  the details of the evil scheme which involved even Ahasuerus, the king against Mordecai the Jew. 

    CCHAlthough God has for the moment set Israel aside yet He is considering Esther  giving her favour in the eyes of the king. 

    JTNo doubt we shall get much out of this book on those lines. It shows what God can be to us, yet hiding His face from us, not identifying Himself with us openly. The counterpart of this book is certainly Ezra and Nehemiah. 

    JDHow far does what is seen in Esther fit in with the suffering people at the present moment? 

    JTWell, His people are still under His care. The Lord speaks of a very humbling thing in Luke 21:20,21, But when ye see Jerusalem encompassed with armies ... flee to the mountains. There was never anything like that earlier. In the times of Stephen the apostles had not left Jerusalem, but the Lord says, when ye see Jerusalem encompassed with armies ... flee to the mountains. You cannot conceive of Christianity as it was at Pentecost and the saints fleeing  but the Lord tells them to do that. We have to be prepared to go that way, when we see Jerusalem encompassed with armies. But some may say, But vengeance does not enter into this dispensation. But then in regard of Jerusalem God has given the kingdom to another  Jerusalem is destroyed and the Jews have escaped into the nations. 

    JDDoes the book of Esther teach us that God is overruling for every Christian today? Dispensationally Esther comes after the church is raptured. 

    JTThere is something in those systems which God is working in relation to  God is hiding His face from the systems. We cannot be identified with the Romish or Anglican system or others. We cannot identify ourselves with such but we do know that He is looking after His people in them. So we have Esther and Mordecai. Why are not Esther and Mordecai going to Jerusalem? They did not go. God has them there where they are bringing out a great principle for us as well as for those of a later date. This book is a great parable! 

    DRIs the removal of the first then seen in Vashti and Haman and the establishing of the second in Esther and Mordecai? 

    JTIt is worked out in that way and yet God is not owning them. There must be something in this! 

    JFIt is the glory of God to conceal a thing (Proverbs 25:2). 

    JTBut the glory of kings is to search out a thing. God is concealing certain things. 

    JDThe working of things out in various conditions make for what He is after. He would have us work the principle out. 

    JTIt is a kingly thing and goes on with God concealing things. What an atmosphere for searching things out we are in. Take the book of Esther, why not search it out? It is kings who search things out. 

    RHIs the thought of vengeance today in relation to Christendom not in relation to Israel? 

    JTThe mystery of iniquity already works and the spiritual form judgments about it, it is only awaiting final execution. And so in the epistle to the Thessalonian assembly, a precious assembly to heaven, The assembly of Thessalonians in God the Father  precious to the Father, they are told, To you that are troubled repose with us They were troubled. They thought the day of the Lord had come. At the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven, with the angels of his power, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thessalonians 1:7,8). The reference is to the present time  the thing is awaiting fulness  but then this thought of rest in the judgment arrived at. The idea of vengeance enters into this dispensation. 

    LESFor the time of having the judgment begin from the house of God is come (1 Peter 4:17). 

    JTPeter has it in mind in his second epistle, too, and so has Jude. The idea of vengeance is in the hearts of the brethren  they are not executors of the judgment but in Revelation 18:20 we are told  God has judged your judgment upon her. 

    CCHWe have the idea in the beginning of the dispensation in Ananias and Sapphira who were inside, so to speak, and then on the outside in regard of Herod. 

    JTHe was eaten of worms. 

    JDAs things proceed in the ways of God they are all part of a plan. 

    JTWell, take the Romish system now, it is very anxious to side with what is right publicly, so is Russia. How long for we cannot say. But then their history is not cancelled. It is just that God is pleased to use them for the time being. God prospers Babylon and returns to destroy her. Still we know it is there. And we are reading everything that transpires in the light of the end. The book of Revelation gives us the detail of how everything is completed in connection with the end. We have part in it. We come out of heaven with the Lord Jesus. 

    PBGods people are being taken care of by Him whether in the Romish system or in the Church of England. The government of Great Britain preserves the truth of Christianity and outwardly honours the name of God and of the Lord and are thus preserved in relation to His people. Would Esther 1:6, White, green, and blue hangings, etc. be God preserving His name in relation to monarchies? 

    JTWell, that is worth looking into. These things are important and show what an immense empire it was. God gives the second monarchy its place as is seen here. This is all Gods property but He is allowing the Gentile monarchies to use it. You are struck with the grandeur. First the extent of the kingdom. That is, the Ahasuerus that reigned from India even to Ethiopia, over a hundred and twenty-seven provinces. And then it goes on, In those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the fortress, in the third year of his reign, he made a feast to all his princes and his servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and the princes of the provinces being before him; when he showed the glorious wealth of his kingdom and the splendid magnificence of his grandeur many days, a hundred and eighty days. The Spirit of God writes this matter in detail. It is a question of the resources of this world, what God has given to the Gentile monarchies and God did not give it to them without giving them the power to make use of it. This book shows the co-ordination in grandeur and how there is such a heart in the monarch to make a good time for his servants for a hundred and eighty days. Is there not something in this hidden from view? How much is made possible to the four monarchies. This is the great system of government that God has ordained  the extent of it and all divinely ordained! And when these days were expired, the king made a feast to all the people that were present in Shushan the fortress, both to great and small, seven days, in the court of the garden of the kings palace. It is a capital matter now, those present in Shushan the fortress. What grandeur, power and refinement! What will the heavenly city be if such is the earthly? But still God has a great day in these monarchies. He has given them these resources and they are making the most of them. So we have here, White, green, and blue hangings were fastened with cords of byssus and purple to silver rings and pillars of white marble; couches of gold and silver lay upon a pavement of red and white marble, and alabaster, and black marble. And they gave drink in vessels of gold (the vessels being diverse one from another), and royal wine in abundance, according to the kings bounty. And the drinking was, according to commandment, without constraint; for so the king had appointed to all the magnates of his house, that they should do according to every mans pleasure. What a scene that is! And this all from God. God has given the Gentile monarchies such resources and such skill as to co-ordinate all this. What a king is Ahasuerus! He is not condemned but is here as king to bring out feminine conditions. That is the point. How do the feminine conditions here correspond to Genesis 1? God has never lost sight of that. He has in mind humanity in relation to the bearing of the male and female. Vashti is the female side of all this. Also the queen Vashti made a feast for the women of the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus. That is, she has no rights of her own. It is the male side. Not democracy  it is the grandeur of the monarchies under God in their place on earth. 

    LESIs the thought carried through of the head of fine gold in Daniel? 

    JTThere is something of a deterioration but the principle remains more or less. This begins with Adam and Eve, Male and female created he them (Genesis 1:27). The point is to expose what is there. The king was one of the worst men alive we learn from history, and you may say that Vashti did nothing much out of the way in refusing to obey his command but the point is to bring out the female side, what it is in relation to the masculine, to bring out the feminine side not only in relation to the assembly but in humanity. It must show itself  in Rome or in Greece or here in the Medo-Persian empire. 

    APMan living to himself in revelry only brings out rebellion in the feminine. 

    JTIn Belshazzars time the queen mother comes into evidence. It was a scene of debauchery  drinking with a thousand of his lords. The exposure of Belshazzar thus is allowed to bring out the feminine side  what it was. The queen-mother is there. She was not in the time of debauchery, she came in when the fingers were seen on the wall. She was in her right place. She says to her grandson, or whatever relation he was, There is a man in your kingdom. It is the idea of the feminine, coming in to the man and revealing the mind of God. 

    CCHChrist is head of every man  that is basic. God has given resources to the assembly as she recognises headship. It is a principle not generally recognised. 

    JTThe assembly is the setting forth of the final thought of God. But then God has not lost sight of man and woman in humanity  what part each plays in his place, thus bringing out what is seen in the monarchies, what part the woman has in it. 

    LESEven Hamans wife speaks what is right. 

    JTShe tells Haman, If the Jew is making headway, you are going to fall before him. What is seen here is the whole idea of womanhood in the Gentile monarchies. Then Memucan makes his little speech: The queen Vashti has not done wrong to the king only, but also to all the princes, and to all the peoples that are in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. For the act of the queen will come abroad to all women, so as to render their husbands contemptible in their eyes, when they shall say, The king Ahasuerus commanded the queen Vashti to be brought in before him, and she came not. The whole feminine side is in mind. God has never let it out of His mind. It applies not simply to every sister but to every woman. 

    JDThat is interesting, as speaking of the service of the woman. Pilates wife says, Have thou nothing to do with that righteous man. God uses the feminine side there. 

    JTShe is fully in accord with the book  Have nothing to do with that righteous man  the subject of Matthew  she has some idea of it. 

    JDGod gives women a marvellous part in the working out of His thoughts as they maintain their place. 

    JTIn Acts 1:14 we have the women mentioned. These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer, with several women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. Mary  blessed among women  a great place. These are wonderful features coming down from Genesis 1. 

    RHThe place woman has taken, particularly in Christendom, is wrong. 

    JTThe thing is turned upside down. Women becoming members of parliament, etc.  what are they not doing that man should do? We have to have a judgment of this. 

    RemFemininity before God is the thought and women have lost it today. 

    JTThe position is terrible and many of our young brothers and sisters are being called into it  trained for government services  but we are with them in sympathies, sentiments and feelings  Rachel weeping for her children. We should have right feelings about everything. The feminine side is thus seen in Genesis. We cannot say much of Eve or any woman of the antediluvian world, nor of Noahs wife or his daughters but when we come to Abraham and the span of human life reduced to 180 years we have much more of the sisters. He says of Sarah, She is my sister. And Sarah was his sister. With Rebecca, too  she was Isaacs cousin. The thought is also with Jacob and then we have it carried through  Rachel weeping for her children because they were not. It is not simply sister but the feminine idea which God keeps before us. 

    DRIn the mind of Ahasuerus the whole scene of glory would be completed in the bringing in of the queen. 

    JTWell, it is unanswered. Vashti was marked as deficient in answering to the mind of God. 

    DRThis would carry out the thought that woman was created for the man  his glory. 

    JTEverything is working to the prophetic plan, given to His servants the prophets, the ministry of God being definite. Certain things come out to expose as we see with Vashti here, and the real principle of God will be shown. It is to this end that we need Esther. It is a question of quality with her  what she is as chapter 2 brings out, the kind of person she was. We are to learn these qualities. We are not told here but the priests of God like Ezra were contemporary with Esther. Only we see here in Esther, the Jewess, the heavenly qualities. 

    PBWhy is the idea of seven brought in here? 

    JTWell, there are two sevens. The seven chamberlains. On the seventh day, when the kings heart was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that served in the presence of king Ahasuerus, to bring Vashti the queen before the king with the royal crown to show the peoples and the princes her beauty; for she was of beautiful countenance. But the queen Vashti refused. Well, here it is just seven chamberlains, not princes. Is it pride here? Were they not dignified enough? Why not send his princes? But it is all designed to bring out this great test for womankind. It is not a matter here of what the king is morally. But here he is a king, the great divine thought of God given for the moment to the Gentiles and the book shows how Vashti disregarded it. Well, you say, She had good reason to, if I had been in her place I would have done the same thing. But then God says that is not right. The king is the king and in his word is power. The book of Proverbs tells us what the king is, what power God gives him. This queen while she is having a great time with the women is leaving out the man. But it is all in the house of the king  Also the queen Vashti made a feast for the women of the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus. Although humbled by the message from the chamberlains her wisdom would have been to bow. Obedience is the word for the feminine side, so the assembly is subjected to Christ. 

    CHHShe was deficient in having this feast? 

    JTWe would not have sisters have meetings by themselves. They will never get on. I have known of such. The idea is a system of things where the women are to be silent in the assemblies and are not permitted to speak. It is not your own will, it is Gods. Paul says, I suffer not. It is the Spirit of God stressing that they should keep their place in the divine thought. 

    CHHWould that be the moral reason why she is found deficient in obedience? There must be a moral reason for it. 

    JTShe was a very fine looking person and would make much of that no doubt but the statement of the the Spirit of God in verse 9 is Also the queen Vashti made a feast for the women of the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus. It was his property. They were going on on their own. 

    JCThe word of the king here as being merry with wine is not to be disregarded? 

    JTIt is right that he was a man personally without one moral quality at all. But this book is not that. You may say that Vashti was goaded into it, but then she belied the divine position. 

    CBVashti really makes a direct challenge to what God says in Genesis 3:16, And to thy husband shall be thy desire, and he shall rule over thee. And it is what many women are doing today. 

    JTThat is not said before sin came in. Male and female created he them (Genesis 1:27). But after sin came in, he shall rule over thee. And thus God is not forgetting His words and His thoughts and that is what we have here. 

    RemThe wife of Manoah brings the man into it. 

    JTQuite so. The angel made more of her than he did of him but she kept her place. 

    APThe end of verse 20 would bring in the thought of obedience. 

    JTJust a word on the princes before we come to that. We have had the seven chamberlains and now in verse 13, And the king said to the wise men who knew the times (for so was the kings business conducted before all that knew law and judgment; and the next to him were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who saw the kings face, and who sat first in the kingdom). I think these seven princes bring out the position, not only the king but what there was, in the way of government and counsel and wisdom. Well, so far so good. We are thankful for that. We are thankful for the parliament at Ottawa, and the Governor-General and the king of England  the matter is worked out here. So the Spirit of God goes on, Then said Memucan before the king and the princes, The queen Vashti has not done wrong to the king only, but also to all the princes, and to all the peoples that are in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. For the act of the queen will come abroad to all women, so as to render their husbands contemptible in their eyes, when they shall say, The king Ahasuerus commanded the queen Vashti to be brought in before him, and she came not! And the princesses of Persia and Media who have heard of the queens act, will say it this day to all the kings princes, and there will be contempt and anger enough. If it please the king, let a royal order go forth from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it may not pass, That Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal estate to another that is better than she; and when the kings edict which he shall make shall be heard throughout his realm  for it is great  all the wives shall give to their husbands honour, from the greatest to the least. So that the book is showing that the Gentile monarchy is still holding government and recognising counsel. The circumstances force the bringing of woman into her place and the maintaining of man in his place. So that necessitates the change in the female side. I think we shall see that the assembly as under the rule of Christ will maintain the position. The assembly is subjected, it is the divine vessel. So we have to learn that now  it is the learning time for us. In circumstances, in such conditions, with the Gentile monarchies at war we are learning what the mind of God is in being under rule  subjection to Christ. That is the present position  to maintain subjection to Christ in all these terrible conditions. 

    JDIt is moral qualifications in the princes that is needed. And would you say that those qualifications are seen in the assembly at the present time in connection with rule and government? 

    JTI would. It is a matter of princes. Take the Pope in the Vatican. It is the claim of the Vatican  equality with all princes  and yet a false position. She sits a queen. 

    RemHave you in mind that this equality with princes was in Vashtis mind and that is necessitating the setting aside of the first? 

    JTIt shows what is hidden in the book by the Spirit of God is that Esther is in mind. Take the words of this wise man  he speaks wisely. So his speech necessitates Esther. It is instructive for us as we look at Esther  what she had on. Are we accepting the clothing that Hegai gives  content with that? 

    PBGod works bringing in the true feminine side  our young men have a conscience regarding the truth of the mind of God. 

    JTI think that is right  the feminine idea. Our young men are subject. Obedience is their way. The only safe way is to be subject, not rebellious. 

    CHHI would like more help as to the qualifications. In Titus with the elders great moral qualifications are necessary. 

    JTThe epistles to Timothy and Titus help as to the feminine side. How much is brought in in relation to government in the assembly. The sisters have part in the administration, the qualities are to be in them, too. 

    JGThe willingness to suffer is seen in Esther. 

    JTShe certainly represents the second. This man Memucan exposes the first and shows the way of preservation. 

    PBWhy is he mentioned the last of the seven princes? 

    JTHe is one of them and is the man with the word of wisdom. It would be spoken in parliament  the way of truth is given out most intelligently  God is over it, and it comes out. It is there. That is the idea here. 

    PBWould it mean that God has the last word? 

    JDThese princes considered according to law. What shall be done to the queen Vashti according to law. The princes sit down together to consider the evidence governmentally in connection with law. 

    JTYou cannot help but observe that in this country the law does not seem to have full force in regard to the recognition of conscience. The law of the land has not full play as in Great Britain. Why is it? Is not God going to raise this issue if we keep on praying? These seven princes are concerned about the law. This man makes a good speech. And there are such speeches nowadays. What is right is being furnished by persons who hardly know what they are saying. 

    RemAnd the saying pleased the king. 

    JTSo we hear of young men being hailed to the tribunals  judgment is passed and his conscience rebels and he suffers. He is penalised, but is it the law? That is the question. And will not God give someone to say something? These seven men are concerned about the law. Who made the law? It is a matter of the principle of law. 

    RHLater on Mordecai refuses to bow to what assumes to be law and is not. 

    JTThat the Spirit of God could write a book  write ten chapters without mentioning God, or the house of God, or the assembly, or the priest or prayer, or prophecy  that God can write a book like this is remarkable. And we by the Spirit of God as kings can look into what is hidden in it. 

    LESWould you say that if the priestly side is maintained today God will maintain what refers to His own rights? 

    JTIn spite of man Gods mind comes out. He will see to it that there will be someone who will say the truth. 

    JDWould not something of this be seen in the corps being formed of three hundred young men who do not have to take military training? An answer to the prayers of the saints perhaps. 

    JTIs there not some power at work in exercising some sinister influence against the law, but the princes keep on bringing forward the law. And so, The saying pleased the king and the princes; and the king did according to the word of Memucan. And he sent letters into all the kings provinces, into every province according to the writing thereof and to every people according to their language, That every man should bear rule in his own house, and should speak according to the language of his people. 
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    MANHOOD ACCORDING TO CHRIST (AJG 1)

    Numbers 12: 1 - 8; Genesis 26: 12 - 22; Esther 2: 19 - 23; Esther 3: 1, 2; Esther 8: 15; Esther 9: 4

    I have in mind, dear brethren, to say a word as to true greatness in manhood according to God; for there is no doubt that what God is seeking to bring about is the development of manhood in the saints; manhood which takes its character, I need not say, from Christ. We need to have Gods own thoughts as to what is truly great, for our natural tendencies are to have our ideas formed - or at any rate influenced - by what is in the world around us, whereas God would always keep Christ before the minds and hearts of His people, showing us what is really great according to His estimation. Paul, towards the close of his course, and as being in prison and having plenty of opportunity to weigh things over, says Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondmans form, taking his place in the likeness of men. Then, as though that were not enough, so to speak, he says, having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. Then, following on that remarkable presentation of the mind that was in Christ Jesus, the Man of Gods purpose and pleasure, he says Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings. God intends to ensure that throughout the whole universe, even including infernal beings, there shall be a public recognition of the One whom He delights to honour. The world at present is marked by despisal as regards His name, but we, as Gods people, are in the secret of what Gods estimation of Christ is. 

    One has in mind, by the Lords help, to seek to indicate three lines on which I believe we may be developed in manhood according to Christ; not, however, that there are not other ways, for even the ministry which the Lord gives from His place of exaltation far above all heavens, is intended to that very end, as we were quoting in prayer, Until we all arrive ... at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ. I think these three passages of Scripture, from Numbers, from Genesis and from Esther, may serve to indicate three ways in which God would develop greatness in the saints. The first is in having to do with God, and the second is in sowing to the Spirit. The first produces moral greatness according to Christ; the second produces greatness in spiritual wealth and in spiritual substance; and the third is by means of exercises that arise as having to face evil, especially in the assembly, and as proving faithful in relation to those matters. 

    The Lord was here in the presence of evil, finding evil in His Fathers house, for they were making it a house of merchandise. Morally the position was such that He said it was a den of thieves. He rose up in true greatness, and made a scourge of cords and drove out those that sold, and overturned the tables of the money-changers. There was no resisting the power in which He acted. It was done spontaneously, His heart entering into it, because His Fathers name was so dishonoured by what was going on in His house. Christs greatness shone, as it was continually shining in different connections, but it shone there in faithfulness to God, and came into evidence as a result of finding itself in the presence of evil. 

    Now, first of all, in relation to Moses and what brought out his greatness, it says But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth. You will notice that in each of these passages I have read it refers to the man; first the man Moses; then, referring to Isaac, the man ... became continually greater; and then too, the man Mordecai, and how great he became. So that the thought is manhood, and true greatness in manhood. In Numbers 12 we are told that the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth. That is the comment of the Spirit of God; above all men, as though God would show that meekness, as being a feature to be learned only from Christ, is an element that enters into true greatness. One marked by it is, in His estimation, exalted above all men that were upon the face of the earth. It was not the circumstances of rivalry in which Moses found himself that developed the meekness. The circumstances of rivalry brought it into expression, but no amount of rivalry or anything of that kind will, by itself, develop meekness. Indeed, by itself it would tend in the opposite direction, but what characterised Moses was that he was much in the presence of God. I know, of course, that he was a special servant, selected for a special mission, and specially privileged; indeed, in some respects he is suggestive of Christ Himself. But at the same time, I am referring to what he was as having become meek, for, after all, he was not born meek. We may rest assured that not one of us is born meek. It is not innate in man naturally. It is not a feature of the flesh. It is something that has to be learned from Christ, and God intends that we should learn it from Christ. If He allows anything in the nature of rivalry, or anything that is testing to arise, it maybe amongst the saints, He has in mind that it should serve to bring into expression what He would form in us that is well pleasing to Himself. 

    Moses, as I said, was much with God. On two occasions he was with God alone for forty days and forty nights, and not only so, but God Himself showed him the pattern of the tabernacle. Think of the wondrousness of it, God indicating to Moses not only the detail and the pattern of the dwelling-place which Gods people were to construct for Him, but no doubt letting him into the secret of what the different items stood for, what they represented. You can well understand God showing him the pattern, but Moses would not have had that instruction merely as carrying in his mind certain mechanical details, certain formal specifications, but his heart would be in it. You can understand with what pleasure God would speak to Moses of the tabernacle as typifying the whole universe in a coming day, in which He will find His pleasure, and in which He will be served, with all taking its character from the ark. 

    The first item that God gave instructions to Moses about was the ark. When it came to constructing the tabernacle, the ark did not come first, but when God gave instructions as to the system in which He could take pleasure and dwell in complacently, the first thing He speaks of to Moses is the ark. Moses would be impressed as he began to take account of who it was that the ark typified, as God said to him They shall make an ark of acacia wood; two cubits and a half the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. Think of the wondrousness of it, that a divine Person was to become Man, and to enter into such wonderful limitations as are there typified. They are not great measurements, but well within the compass of man. He, who was the Creator of heaven and earth, the God who upholds all things by the word of His power, He was to come in in such conditions, and in entering into manhood was to give character to, and impress His own precious features on, the whole system in which God would find His dwelling-place. Any thoughts of self-importance that Moses might tend to have in his own mind would be rebuked. How often do thoughts of self-importance arise in our minds; but how quickly they are rebuked, dear brethren, if we are in the presence of God, and see Christ there, Christ according to divine thoughts, One great enough personally and morally to bring in the moral universe, and secure it as marked by features that God could delight in and dwell in complacently. And yet our knowledge of Jesus is connected with His having come in in such a way that He could move amongst men. The Word became flesh, and dwelt (or tabernacled) among us. Anyone dwelling in Capernaum would have been able to see Him moving about in the likeness of men, and yet, as their eyes were opened they would say to themselves, This is the Creator. You can understand their hearts being held as they would watch Him, as they would take account of the features that marked Him. 

    Was there anything in the nature of self-assertion or self-display? No, dear brethren, He had entered into manhood for the pleasure of God, and He would fill out the position into which He had entered in a way which would magnify it morally and make it glorious, with no element of independence, no thought of seeking a place for Himself. His Fathers will, His Fathers glory, His Fathers name, were always precious to His heart. I do not think it is in any way fanciful to think of God speaking to Moses about the ark, and Him whom it typified, and then the whole system that would be built up around it. All the principal parts of it were to be of acacia-wood, the same kind of wood of which the ark itself was to be made. The ark itself was to be overlaid within and without with pure gold, and the boards also were overlaid with gold. How Moses spirit would be subdued, how it would be affected as God spoke to him of the whole system which He intended to bring in, which was typified in the tabernacle, but which was all to take its character from a divine Person entering into manhood, and becoming such a Man as He was. We find Him saying in the prophet Isaiah, I was not rebellious; I turned not away back. I gave my back to smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face from shame and spitting, Isaiah 50: 5, 6. Think of the grace of it, dear brethren. Those that plucked off the hair, and so on, would call forth in any of us, save as we are formed by the Spirit of Christ, the very opposite of meekness. But the Lord Jesus could say, Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls. 

    Well, beloved brethren, I believe we shall only really appreciate the meekness and gentleness of Christ, the moral excellence and greatness of it according to Gods estimation, as we are with God. I do not believe any amount of reading about it will impress us with it, but if we are in the presence of God, and get Gods view of Christ and the system which takes character from Him, we shall begin to get an impression of the moral excellence of the spirit of meekness which has shone out in Jesus. In this scripture Aaron and Miriam were speaking against Moses, or rather Miriam and Aaron, for she was the elder, and she apparently stepped out of a sisters place and took the lead, a very solemn matter. No-one knows what may happen if things begin to develop like that. Here Jehovah Himself takes it up, taking the matter in hand, calling to these three, and saying to them Come out, ye three. Think of the solemnity of Jehovah calling on three saints, a sister and two brothers, and saying Ye three, come out to meet God. I am not suggesting that there anything of that sort present amongst us here. I am only speaking of the solemnity and the seriousness of it. If a sister steps out of her place, and begins to lead in rivalry, God may act suddenly in regard of her. Jehovah spoke suddenly to Moses, and to Aaron, and to Miriam, Come out ye three. Moses did not need to do a thing, or speak a single word. The Lord came down, and then He called Aaron and Miriam. It was Miriam and Aaron who spoke against Moses. The Lord called Aaron and Miriam. He would have things in their right order, and He said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I, Jehovah, will make myself known to him in a vision, I will speak unto him in a dream. Not so my servant Moses. 

    You can understand Miriam and Aaron for the moment despising Moses; he was so meek, but Jehovah says, my servant Moses. What greater commendation could there be? Not so my servant Moses: he is faithful in all my house. Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly, and not in riddles; and the form of Jehovah doth he behold. Why then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses? So that Moses was one who had to do with God, being in the presence of God continually. In the end of Numbers 7 we read that Moses went into the holiest to speak to God, and God spoke to him. God anticipated him. He would be impressed as God continually spoke to him. 

    When we come to the book of Genesis it is also a question of greatness, but not so much the moral greatness of being formed according to Christ, but the greatness that consists in spiritual substance, for it says that Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold; and Jehovah blessed him. And the man became great, and he became continually greater, until he was very great. And he had possessions of flocks, and possessions of herds, and a great number of servants. That is what the Spirit of God is stressing in Isaac, not so much greatness in moral conformation to Christ, but rather great wealth of spiritual substance; and in that connection what is stressed is first of all where he sowed, and then secondly that he was active in digging wells. Those are two important principles, dear brethren, for us to recognise in connection with the acquisition of spiritual wealth. 

    I think there is a tendency sometimes amongst us, if any brother or sister is seen to be possessed of a certain amount of spiritual wealth, to think that it is all a matter of sovereign gift. I am not denying the sovereignty of gift. We always recognise that, but at the same time, spiritual wealth is not acquired only on those lines. The great principle is he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life; that is, spiritual wealth is not so much a matter of gift in sovereignty, it is a matter of having followed right lines. This is a farming country, and I need not say anything to the brethren about sowing and reaping. They know all about it. They understand perfectly that they will not get a crop if they do not sow; that goes without saying, but then the same thing applies in spiritual things, that if we would acquire spiritual wealth we must see that we sow, and sow in the right land. It says Isaac sowed in that land; that is, in the land of Gods purpose. Sowing to the Spirit is very largely a matter of what we give our minds to. If we will allow our minds to be controlled as the Spirit of God would control them, the Spirit will not occupy them with worldly things, with fleshly things, with things that are of only transient importance. He will occupy them with the things that are eternal, 

    with things that are pure, and just, and lovely, and of good report. 

    Caleb, in Old Testament history, said of that good land which he had in his heart, The land ... is a very, very good land, emphasising the goodness of it, and saying, If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us in. There is no difficulty about that. He that sows to the Spirit from the Spirit shall reap eternal life. The mind is the inlet to the affections. The great attraction of things above is that Christ is there. Have your mind on things that are above; seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God, that is to say, having His place there deliberately; as though to remind us that His interests are not bound up with the earth, save in respect of the fact that the assembly is here, but with heavenly things. 

    It says that Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold; and Jehovah blessed him; but then there is not only the idea of sowing, but of digging, and that is evidently the exercise of getting rid of everything that would obstruct the free movement of the Spirit. He removed what would stand in the way of the water springing up. The Philistines were always stopping up the wells, that is what the natural mind working in the things of God nearly always does. It stops up the wells, so that there is no freshness. The natural mind attempting to compass divine things always robs them of their freshness, and we have to beware of the Philistines. Any tendency to hold the truth of God merely in the natural mind will fail. There may be a tendency to take on the truth in terms, and the tendency perhaps to place things in pigeon-holes, so to speak, and all that kind of thing. The truth of God cannot be held in that way. It must be held in the Spirit, 

    and then it will be in constant freshness, just like a fountain of water springing up. It says, Isaac dug again the wells of water that they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, and that the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham; and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them. The truth remains the same, but it is taken up afresh in fresh energy in the Spirit, so that it is held in freshness, in living power and enjoyment. The names are the same; the truth does not change, but taken up in fresh exercise it is held in a fresh and living way. 

    As Isaac dug these wells, the herdsmen of Gerar strove with Isaacs herdsmen, and said; The water is ours ... And they dug another well, and they strove for that also. The Philistine element in ourselves always has to be reckoned with. Whatever is brought forward in freshness, there is the effort, so to speak, to claim it in the power of the natural mind, and say, That is ours, but then a spiritual person will go on. Isaac went on. We must have the truth in freshness. There is nothing satisfying for the saints or for God if the truth is not held in freshness, so the more the Philistines strove, the more Isaac went on digging further wells, until he comes to a point when there is no more strife. He reaches the truth in such a way that the Philistines cannot rob him of it, they cannot claim it. The Lord had made room for them. 

    I just referred to that as a matter which we must carry with us all the time we are here, the importance of seeking to acquire spiritual substance so that we are not poverty-stricken. Jehovah said, None shall appear before me empty. It is a shame to us if we are barren. God would not have barrenness in His land, or lack of substance in His house. The scripture speaks of the fatness of His house, but the enjoyment of that depends on us recognising, of course, that we are entirely dependent on the Spirit of God. It is largely dependent on us as to whether we will sow and dig, and maintain the exercise of digging, so that the wealth God gives us in the way of the truth known substantially may be held by us in freshness. 

    Then finally we come to the history of Mordecai, and he, I believe, represents one who became great because of the way he faced the working of evil. While we are here, we must expect to have to face the working of evil; not that one is setting a premium on evil in the assembly, far from it, but we have to remember that so long as we are here we are in the presence of hades gates. There will be the constant plotting of evil to seek in a skilful and systematic way to nullify what is of God. We are in the presence of it. The Lord has said in regard to the assembly that Hades gates shall not prevail against it, but hades gates are there and we must recognise that, hence the need for continual watchfulness. 

    The first thing that marks Mordecai is this constant watchfulness. He sat in the kings gate; even after he had been led in triumph through the city as the man whom the king delighted to honour, it says Mordecai came again to the kings gate. Nothing succeeded in diverting Mordecai from sitting in the kings gate. I understand that the kings gate is simply the principle of judging every matter as to how it affects God. The gate was always the place of judgment, and Mordecai sitting in the kings gate would be that he was one who had habituated himself to looking at everything as it arose, as to how it affected God. He would have a spiritual judgment of it from that standpoint; not how it affected himself, but how it affected God; and therefore when these two chamberlains were plotting and seeking to lay hands on king Ahasuerus, Mordecai is aware of it. There is no working of evil among the saints that God will not expose and make clear to those who are watchful and considering for Him. It is a very important element to be found in the assembly, that there are those characterised by watchfulness and considering in all things for God, because then the true character of anything that is working secretly will become manifest to such. The thing became known to Mordecai, and he related it to Esther the queen, and Esther told it to the king in Mordecais name. The assembly is brought into it, and the matter is taken up before God in purity of motive as considering for God only, for this is what Mordecai represents. These are important elements; and then inquiry was made, too; care was taken to investigate the matter, so that with these elements there the whole thing is exposed and dealt with in a right way. But all hangs first of all on Mordecai, who was sitting in the kings gate. 

    Another thing that marked Mordecai and which constituted an element in his greatness, is what comes out in chapter 3, and that is, that he would not under any circumstances yield to the flesh. This is very elementary, but it is very essential, and something that has to be maintained by us right through to the end. One has often referred to the apostle Paul, and one marvels at him. After he had been caught up to the third heaven and into Paradise; even after that, with all the light he had, and even with the thorn for the flesh to buffet him, he says to the Corinthians I buffet my body, and lead it captive, lest after having preached to others I should be myself rejected. That shows what the flesh is even in an apostle, even in a man who has been into Paradise, and there is no other way of meeting it, but by having war with it. The element of self-seeking was having a damaging effect. The whole of the princes were giving way to it. You may say the king had commanded it. We have to take the history as it stands. God was in that, in order to bring out what was in Mordecai, and to bring about a great deliverance for His people. Any element of falsity or untruth that comes in amongst the saints, if it is allowed to go on, will rob God of His pleasure in His people. What Haman had in mind was to destroy the whole of the Jews. Haman was not intent simply on his own glory. All the princes bowed to him, but just one man, Mordecai, stood his ground, and whatever it cost he would not yield to this working of the flesh as set forth in Haman. 

    These are two elements of greatness in the presence of evil; that is, maintaining the principle of sitting in the kings gate, judging of every matter as to how it affects God, and along with that the purpose of heart that will not yield to the flesh. We know how successful it was eventually in this history of the book of Esther. We find that Mordecai is the one who is prominent, and also Esther comes in. She is the counterpart, so to speak, of Mordecai. Mordecai stands out as the responsible element; and Esther is the subjective answer to what is seen in Mordecai, for she was brought up by him, and even after she became queen she did as he told her. She sets forth the results of subjection, and of abiding under the influence of one Man. That is what characterised Esther, and so, I believe, there are two things of particular importance in her. She was subjected to a process with a view to being pleasing to the king; six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with spices. One would say this to all the brethren, young and old, brothers and sisters, that one great thing to be pursued is to consider and cultivate what is pleasing to God. There is nothing spectacular about that. It may involve a considerable process of training. Six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with spices may have seemed a long while to Esther, but it had in view her becoming pleasing to the king. We can only cultivate that under the influence of one Man, and Esther secretly was under the influence of Mordecai. Actually she was in the charge of Hegai, the one who was placed over the virgins, possibly typical of the Spirit, and then as being pleasing to the king she acquired power with the king. The more pleasing we are to God, the more power we shall have with Him. 

    So another thing comes into view. When a crisis arises she is prepared to lay down her life for the brethren. She must go into the king whatever it costs, and she says If I perish, I perish; and then she puts on her queenly robes and goes in to the king, and the king holds out to her the golden sceptre, and Esther touches it. I believe God, so to speak, would set before us a golden standard, the standard of the divine nature. Do we love the brethren? If we love them we ought to lay down our lives for them. Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives. Am I up to this standard? If I am, I shall have power with God. If you love the brethren you will have power with God in relation to them. 

    Esther drew near and touched the golden sceptre, and the king gave her her request. Esthers power with the king was largely the effect of Mordecais influence, so in the verses read in chapters 8 and 9 the Spirit of God enlarges on the glory and greatness of Mordecai. In chapter 8 it says that Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white. That is very suggestive. It is the day of his vindication. It is not at present the day of our vindication, save in a moral sense perhaps, at times; but there is this royal apparel of blue and white, the heavenly colour and what is pure, and with a mantle of byssus and purple. 

    All this is very suggestive of the greatness of Mordecai as developed in the presence of evil, and then in chapter 9 it says, Mordecai was great in the kings house, and his fame went forth throughout the provinces; for this man Mordecai became continually greater. 

    That is all one had to say, dear brethren. One trusts it may be serviceable, and may stimulate with us the desire for that true greatness which is of God, and according to Christ, and in which God Himself is glorified. 

  
    FAITHFULNESS TO GOD (AJG 5)

    Esther 2:5-7; Esther 2:15-23; Esther 3:1-7; Esther 4:1-3

    AJGI suppose we always need to remember, in reading the Old Testament, what is said in Romans 15, that whatever things were written aforetime, were written for our learning. It only emphasises how great is this period, in which the assembly is being formed, that God has gone to such pains, all through Old Testament times, to work out in the lives of people and to record in His word things that are intended for our instruction. And I believe this book has a particular voice to us at the present time, having in mind the development in the saints of faithfulness to God, as seen in Mordecai, faithfulness to God and His rights, in the presence of increasing evil, and also the development in the saints of the feminine features of beauty and moral attractiveness as seen in Esther, with a view to their having power with God. As evil increases and the opposition to the truth increases, what God wants, I believe, is that we should have power with Him. He can do things and come in, if necessary, apart from the saints, but He loves to bring us into intelligent sympathy with Himself as to matters: to have His own feelings as to them, and to ask, the Lord making much of asking the Father in His name in John 15 and 16. Mordecai is to be regarded sometimes of course, as a type of Christ Himself, but also as a type of spiritual manhood in the saints. So that in chapter 9, he is called the man Mordecai, and he became continually greater. Where the Spirit of God says, the man - the man Moses, or the man Mordecai, and so on, He is stressing, I think, spiritual manhood. And then he is also a Jew, several times he is called the Jew, and I think that is to stress genuineness, according to Romans 2, 

    where it says, He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, ...but he is a Jew who is so inwardly. So the stress on the Jew and then the people of Mordecai, is to stress, I think, that what God is looking for is genuineness in the saints as over against the insubjection seen in the professing church as typified in Vashti. As the history develops, as we know, we find that evil is allowed to raise its head, with the express purpose, as we read in chapter 3, of destroying all the Jews that were in all the kingdom of Ahasuerus. That is to say, it contemplates that there will be as we can easily see working in the world at the present time, a deliberate effort on the part of the enemy to get rid of all that is genuine. But it is a question of how the matter is to be met, and for the meeting of it, God, I believe, would secure, besides genuineness, which is basic, these two features in the saints, first, fidelity to God and His throne at all costs, and then along with that, the development of feminine features proper to the assembly, features of beauty and moral attractiveness, with the end in view that we should have power with God, as Esther eventually had with the king. 

    ELEWould you tell us why the name of God, in the ordinary form as we are accustomed to seeing it, is not found in this book? 

    AJGI believe it is to impress that character upon the book, that it is a question of the workings in an unseen way of evil on the one hand, but of God operating also in an unseen way against it, but operating in answer to the exercises of the saints and not without them. 

    JHHDid you have Isaac in mind? It says, The man became great, and he became continually greater, until he was very great, Genesis 26: 13. 

    AJGYes, he is an example of that very thing. We get the man Moses, and we get Isaac spoken of in that way as the man, and you get Mordecai, 

    the man Mordecai became continually greater (chapter 9: 4). So that where Scripture speaks of someone in that way, as the man, I believe it is stressing features of manhood. 

    RAEWould Mordecai and Esther taken together, bring before us what was mentioned in your prayer, as to the difficulties which the saints have to encounter all being used to form us according to the mind of God? 

    AJGThat is exactly what I had in mind. And one has been impressed with the fact that not only did sin enter into the world, by man, but before that sin entered into the universe through the fall of Satan and his angels, and I believe the challenge that has constituted to Gods throne is being taken up by God in the assembly. I believe He intends to secure in the assembly, in the presence of the evil, a sphere where He can see every right of His maintained and every feature that is pleasing to Him secured. And then, not only will He take up the challenge and meet it fully, so that He is glorified in relation to it, but by the very exercises through which these results are secured. He forms the vessel that has been in His mind from eternity. Because obviously if the assembly is to be the helpmeet for Christ she must be holy, she must have holy sensibilities and intelligence in judgment. No mere innocent vessel would do, she must be a holy vessel. And the work of formation that goes on, corresponding with the building of the woman, I believe is very largely through the exercises caused by our being in the presence of evil. 

    ELESo you mentioned in your prayer about the ways of God. 

    AJGQuite so. 

    MSSIs that the way the all various wisdom of God is made known in the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies? 

    AJGWell, in one way, I think. Especially as they see how matters are dealt with in the assembly; in the history of the assembly Satan has sought to introduce every kind of evil, and in the assembly principalities and powers see how it is met in wisdom. And then also how God can turn other things to account. Take the war and all that it resulted in instead of its overcoming the saints, it was used to make them more devoted to God and His service, and less held by things that the war could rob them of, and in all that there is brought to light before principalities and powers in the heavenlies, the all various wisdom of God, that He cannot be overcome by evil, but uses evil to the furtherance of His own ends. That must be a great education to the angels. 

    RSIt says, the wrath of man would praise Him and the remainder He would restrain. 

    AJGExactly. 

    LACHaman was an Amalekite, but would it not be here particularly to show the attack of the enemy and the full end which he has in mind in attacking the saints? 

    AJGYes, I think so. It is very significant that we are told quite clearly, that Haman scorned to lay hands on Mordecai alone, he sought to destroy all the Jews. Bearing in mind that the Jew represents what is genuine, he is a Jew who is one inwardly, you can see that that is a kind of indication of what I believe is already working, that Satan is planning to bring about conditions amongst men in the world which would make it impossible for the saints to live and at the same time maintain what is due to God. So you get in the first month, that is the month Nisan, they cast Pur, that is the lot, and that is just to remind us, that whatever Satan does in his planning, it is all in the hands of the Lord. The lot is cast in the lap, but the decision is with Jehovah, it says, so that is just to remind us that while there is no doubt that we are in the presence of Satans plotting against the saints, though we may not be aware of the detail of it, the matter is actually in the hands of the Lord. 

    AATIs it not so that it is a greater thing to be in this present period than to be in a day when there is no evil? 

    AJGI think it is. It is a day of formation. Of course it is not as great as eternity will be, and when the Lord takes us to be with Himself, the heavenly saints enter into their eternal portion already, although the millennium has not yet come in, but so far as the heavenly saints are concerned, we enter at once, I suppose, upon our heavenly condition and portion. In the millennium we shall have a heavenly place in relation to the earth, but in the millennium God will work out on the earth what He can do in men of flesh and blood. 

    ELEWould you say the question of good and evil will be solved then? It will be shown then that God can bring about the good and suppress evil? 

    AJGYes, it will be demonstrated on the earth, that God can do that, that He can keep evil in check and make good reign, and bless men. But then it will not change the heart of man, so that what happens at the end of the millennium shows that the heart of man is unchanged unless God work in him. 

    CBThe Lord is referred to as The faithful and true witness. Would you say the enemy is against those features in the saints? 

    AJGYes, I think so. So that we start with this position of insubjection on the part of the queen, which, I suppose, is a figure of the state of insubjection to Christ that marks the church publicly; and it is in that setting that God is working, you might say, secretly, among the saints, to secure an answer to His thoughts. 

    MSSIn that connection, it is not so much the relation of the bride to Christ which is in view in this book, as the delight which God has in the feminine features? 

    AJGYes, I think that is it. You could not say that it is the assembly viewed as the bride of Christ, but it is rather the assembly, as learning from Christ by the Spirit, taking on feminine features that are pleasing to God, and doing it now so that we may have power with God. The Lord says, If ye abide in me, and that would result in the features of Christ being formed in us, and my words abide in you, that would result in our becoming intelligent, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you. It shows what possibilities there are if only we can develop in the features of moral attractiveness and intelligence that are contemplated. 

    MSSWhen you speak of power with God, have you in mind that there are features in the saints that call for and warrant Gods answer to their prayers? 

    AJGThat is the point, that we should seek to develop in those features. And there are conditions in the world, and they will develop more and more, that require that the saints should get to God in supplication, but then the point is that we must acquire the features that will give us power with God. 

    HNHave you in mind the thought of discipline entering into this? 

    AJGWell, yes, that is part of what God uses in formation. 

    LACAre you viewing both Mordecai and Esther as types of the believer here? 

    AJGI think we have to bear in mind that from time to time, Mordecai rises to a type of Christ, but on the other hand there is no doubt that he also represents features of manhood in the saints, particularly the feature of being faithful to Gods rights, he is sitting in the gate; that is, a place of judgment according to God, and nothing will turn him from that, even after he is led in triumph through the city as the man whom the king delights to honour, he returns to the kings gate. 

    LACI was wondering whether Mordecai, as occupying here the more exposed position, might not represent some of our brethren at present, who are being brought, more or less, to the front and are being greatly harassed by the enemy? Whereas Esther occupies more the position of those of us who can be serving by prayer in secret? 

    AJGWell, quite so. 

    RSBut the threat is against all the Jews. 

    AJGAll the Jews. I believe that is the first thing to keep in mind; it says that there was in Shushan, the fortress, a certain Jew, it is the fact that he is a Jew that is so much stressed. And then in chapter 3: 4, it says that Mordecai had told them that he was a Jew. And then later on we get him spoken of as Mordecai - the Jew; see chapter 5: 13; 6: 10; 8: 7, etc. So that it is the great thought of what is inward and genuine, and the hostility was against all that bore that character. 

    ATWould you say recovery was not in the Jew so much, but in Mordecai? 

    AJGWell, he is called Mordecai the Jew, that is what he was, a Jew, and that is intended to convey this thought of what we are inwardly. It means what we really are, not what we pretend or might appear to be. But then there were the people of Mordecai. It says, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were in all the kingdom of Ahasuerus, the people of Mordecai. That is, it is the saints viewed as having that character. 

    CMWould Mordecai and those with him be viewed as a remnant? 

    AJGWell, yes, I suppose so. But then we have often been told, that the idea of a remnant really is all that is real in the midst of mere profession, but there may be many who are real at bottom who are not as yet answering to this description of being thoroughly genuine in the things of God, but that is what God has in mind. 

    ACWould Mordecai owning himself as a Jew be associated with the confessing of the Lords name? 

    AJGWell, it would involve that, definitely. I think it involves truth in the inward parts, and being governed by the truth thoroughly. 

    SPYou spoke just now of the feminine features which are to be seen practically in this day. Would you say a little more about that? 

    AJGIt says in chapter 2: 7, He, that is Mordecai, brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, his uncles daughter; for she had neither father nor mother - and the maiden was fair and beautiful. And then it is a question of her being brought under the care of Hegai, who, I have no doubt, is a type of the Spirit; and what he did for her and with her. And then we read in verse 15, that when the turn came for Esther to go in, she required nothing but what Hegai, the kings chamberlain, keeper of the women, appointed. And Esther obtained grace in the sight of all them that saw her. So first of all she is brought up by Mordecai, which suggests the saints as held and formed under the influence of Christ, learning from Christ: for features of beauty and moral attractiveness can really only be learned from Christ although they are formed femininely in us. They can only be learned in Him. And then the Spirit will take on the work to add refinement to it. There is not only what she was as a virgin; that is, preserved uncorrupted by the world; but she is beautiful, which, I suppose, is what all the saints are as subjects of the work of God; but then she had to be trained under Mordecai first, and then to come under the custody of Hegai with a view to special beautification and refinement. 

    SPWould you say that is what the Spirit is doing at the present moment amongst the saints? 

    AJGI think so. 

    CMWhat would be the spiritual significance of not having father or mother? 

    AJGI suppose it would mean that she is no longer under the influence of what is natural, so that she might be held under the influence of Mordecai. 

    MSSThe thought of purification is prominent. It says, that Hegai speedily gave her her things for purification. Would that suggest the service of the Spirit to us in connection with moral exercises? 

    AJGI would think so. And then certain other positive features, six months with oil and myrrh and six months with spices, but it has to be borne in mind, that the great end in view is to make her acceptable to the king. It is a question of what will really make us acceptable to God. 

    AATThere is a scripture in Revelation 21, I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. Would that correspond? 

    AJGI think so. The Spirit is occupied with the bride, and one great thought, I think, connected with the bride, is adornment. It says in Isaiah 61: 10, As a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. We can easily understand that the idea of a bride is that she wants to look her very best. She will have special clothing for the occasion, and she will consider what the Bridegroom would like to see her in; and then in addition to the clothing, she will put on her jewels. I am not suggesting, of course, that the saints today in their marriages will go in for fine clothing or jewels, I am only taking up the figure, that that is the idea. It is the suggestion of her spiritual refinement and adornment. 

    CBDo you think that in that way Timothy was under Pauls influence on this line? He says, Keep thyself pure. 

    AJGWell, yes, but I think it goes further than keeping ourselves pure. You see, we might be faithful to the Lord, and yet we might not exactly be much formed under His influence so as to take on His features. The Lord says, Learn from me, and there are certain features that are the fruit of the Spirit. 

    RAEIs it remarkable that in verse 20, it says, And Esther did what Mordecai told her, like as when she was brought up with him. Whatever development there is with her, that position is not departed from? 

    AJGYes. That is very good. 

    EBLearn from Him, would it mean that those features that are seen in Him would be reproduced in us? 

    AJGExactly. And that is exactly what the assembly as the bride is to be. She is to be a perfect answer to Christ, particularly in the features of moral beauty and adornment. As the wife it is more a question of fidelity to His interests, which of course, is a very great feature. But the bride contemplates features of special refinement and adornment. And all that is to correspond with Christ, so that God sees it for His pleasure in the assembly. It is the features of Christ formed femininely in the saints. 

    AATI heard a remark the other day, which seemed to be new to me, that is that at the present moment the assembly is the wife, but the future thought is the bride. In natural things the bride is first and the wife comes afterwards. 

    AJGI think that is right, because the idea connected with the wife is, very largely, that she is faithful to her husband and his interests, and can be trusted in his absence, and that is developed in a full life-sized picture, you might say, in the last chapter of Proverbs, in the woman of worth. She is immediately shown to be a wife, because it says, The heart of her husband confideth in her. 

    MSSIt says in chapter 2: 9, And the maiden pleased him and obtained favour before him, speaking of Hegai. Would that suggest that it is possible for us not only to grieve the Spirit but to please the Spirit? 

    AJGI am sure of that, and that is a very important matter, because it is quite clear from Scripture that we can grieve the Spirit, for we are told not to. But if we can grieve the Spirit we can certainly please Him. There is what is grieving to Him and there is what is pleasing to Him. 

    ELEThat shows the importance of reading the Scriptures and being able to see those things that are not actually put there in terms. If we can grieve the Spirit, therefore it must be possible to please Him. 

    AJGQuite so. 

    HLHSo when the time came for her to go in, she required nothing. 

    AJGNothing. And that is an important matter, that we really require nothing to make us pleasing to God, other than what the Spirit will produce in us. No natural energy or natural ability, natural forcefulness of character or anything of that sort, will commend us to God. It is a question of what is formed by the Spirit according to Christ. 

    HLHWould the sense of that give liberty? We have access by one Spirit, it says. 

    AJGQuite so. But I think it would exercise us greatly as to what kind of features we are cultivating, and whether we are on the lines on which the Spirit will help us. 

    VBWhat may we learn from Esther not making known her people nor her birth? Mordecai had charged her not to do so. 

    AJGIt says in verse 10 of chapter 2, Esther had not made known her people nor her birth, for Mordecai had charged her that she should not make it known. And then again in verse 20, we get, As Mordecai had charged her, had not yet made known her birth nor her people, for Esther did what Mordecai told her, like as when she was brought up with him. That seems to contemplate that the time is to come when she is to make known her people, which she does, later on, but the time had not yet arrived for it. It may be that it is a question of coming a little more in accord with what we are as born of God before we say too much about it. It is a question of the time coming when we have got to take a stand, and I believe God is doing it with the saints already. But that certainly raises a question as to whether we are equal to what we profess, because the world is very quick to see any disparity and to point it out. 

    VBMordecai seemed to have known that, and he was careful that she should not do it. Mordecai walked every day before the court of the womens house, to know how Esther did, and what should become of her. He was anxious to see those features formed in her, that she might be able to stand on her own feet, as we say. 

    AJGI believe that is it. 

    HLHThe time came when Esther said, If I perish, I perish. That was taking a stand, was it not? 

    AJGIt was, exactly. 

    LACIn chapter 2: 16, there is the mention of the time when she is taken in to king Ahasuerus - in the tenth month, in the seventh year of his reign. Would the two numerals there suggest the responsibility on our side, and the completeness of what is in the mind of God from His side, coming together, 

    in our coming into conformity with what His mind about us is? 

    AJGThat is probably right. She obtained grace and favour in his sight, even at this point, but then as things develop, although she has already obtained grace and favour in his sight, she has to take up further exercise as to being further pleasing to him, so as to acquire power with him. 

    SGHWith reference to what you were saying as to the purification, there seems to be some connection with Ephesians 5: 26, 27, In order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present the assembly to himself glorious. 

    AJGYes, there is a general correspondence there. The end in view there is that Christ should present the assembly to Himself glorious. Here it is more the king, which I suppose, would refer to God. But still there is the idea of being personally pleasing to Him: or if we regard it as a type of the assembly, pleasing, you might say, corporately. 

    SPYou spoke about faithfulness to God. I wonder if you would say something about the time of Daniel, when those counsellors prevailed on the king to make a decree that no man was to make any petition to any god, but Daniel in spite of all that prayed to his God three times a day. Would you say something more about the faithfulness of God as perhaps in a day like this? 

    AJGWell, that is very similar to what this book develops. That incident of Darius and his counsellors, is a picture of the position in the world today. Power is no longer in the hands of the sovereign, power is in the hands of his counsellors, parliament or whatever it might be, and that means that even the one whom God has established in the position of authority has to be regulated very much by the will of the people, which opens the door to any kind of opposition to the truth becoming legalised; and that is exactly what is developing in the world. 

    RSAnd as one step is downward, another is following downward, and Satan uses it against the saints? 

    AJGExactly, that is just why we have to be on the watch, for it is Satan behind it, just as Haman cast the lot. It is a deliberate plotting of Satan against the saints, but we can take courage in the fact that the whole decision is of Jehovah, Proverbs 16: 33; on the other hand God will come in for His people as there are the moral conditions that He is looking for. 

    ELESo a very popular saying in the world is, government by the people for the people. That is not of God. 

    AJGNo, it is not of God, it just opens the door for Satan to work on the people in opposition to what is of God. 

    RAEFollowing on what was remarked as to Esther being pleasing to the Spirit in type, it says in the end of that verse, He removed her and her maids to the best place of the house of the women. Would you say something about that? 

    AJGWell, I am sure the more we are exercised to be pleasing to the Spirit, the more we shall find ourselves having the best portion. That is all I can say. But it is well to notice the incident at the end of chapter 2, because that comes in as indicating what marked Mordecai. It says in verse 19, Mordecai sat in the kings gate, and then again in verse 21, In those days while Mordecai sat in the kings gate these two chamberlains plotted against the king, and the thing became known to Mordecai. So it is the suggestion of watchfulness amongst the saints, as seen in Mordecai, as to anything among themselves that is going to challenge Gods rights. It became known to Mordecai and he related it to Esther the queen, that is, you might say, it is brought to the assembly and it is dealt with. Esther told it to the king in Mordecais name. It is really dealt with in the Lords name. The matter was investigated and the culprits were both hanged on a tree. So that it is a question of our developing in faithfulness to God in assembly exercises, and that will develop a fibre that will help us in having to stand against what is public. 

    RSIs it not encouraging that in these days of evil developing and acquiring more power attention is being called more and more to the recognition of the Spirit? 

    AJGYes, I think so. And along with that the Lord is calling the attention of authorities and of men to the saints refusing to do certain things for conscience sake, but then that is a testimony to the rights of God, because if one says, I cannot do that, I belong to the Lord, I have a conscience about it, it is not simply the mans own rights, it is a question of Gods rights, and that is what is being testified to in the world at the present time. 

    ELELike the Trade Unions? 

    AJGYes, exactly. 

    LBlWould you say then that when it is a question of faithfulness to God, that which belongs to God will be guarded? 

    AJGYes, I am sure of that, but God would have the saints develop in it. The Lord has been supremely faithful to the rights of God, but now God is seeking to develop that same feature in the assembly, that she may really be the Lambs wife. The Lamb is the One who suffered for the rights of God here, and His wife must take on similar features. 

    ATIt says, Mordecai sat in the kings gate, and the husband of the woman of Proverbs is said to be known in the gates. 

    AJGYes. The husband of the woman of worth is known in the gates. The gate, all through Scripture is the place where matters are dealt with and judged according to God, and Mordecai sitting in the gate, in its application to us, indicates that we are to take on that feature, particularly in matters that arise in the assembly, that we consider what is right in the sight of God, and do not allow ourselves to be influenced by natural relationships, or natural preferences or anything of that kind. 

    WHSo it calls for faithfulness then in every circumstance of life? 

    AJGQuite so. 

    HALSo that we pray for deliverance but we may not always get it, but we stand faithful, is that the thought? 

    AJGThat is the thought. Overcoming, which is such a great matter in Johns writings, especially in Revelation, is not a matter of doing something heroic, overcoming is simply a matter of not surrendering anything that is due to God. You just refuse to surrender. That is how the Lord overcame, He died rather than surrender anything that was right in the sight of God. 

    JHHDo we see that in Abraham, for God says of him, For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, Genesis 18: 19 Well, quite so. He commanded his children and his household after him, and that raises an important matter which we have not referred to, but it is significant to notice the last verse of chapter l. Following on the insubjection of the queen, the king made a decree that every man should bear rule in his own house, and should speak according to the language of his people. So that is an important matter, showing that our exercises really have got to begin in our houses, and every one is to rule in his own house. That is, the man is to accept the position of headship in his house that God has given him, and to bring in divine principles as governing his house. And then he is to see that the language of his people is spoken, that is, he is not to allow the language of the world, he is of God, he is a heavenly person, and he is to see that what is proper to the Christian circle is seen in his own house. That is an important matter, because it is a little sphere of his own in which God disciplines him, and helps him to learn the value of divine principles and the support he gets as he stands by them. And then it also results in his household growing up as potential material for the assembly. 

    ELEIs that not also found in Nehemiah 13: 24, And their children spoke half in the language of Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews language, but according to the language of each people. 

    AJGYes, exactly, that is the contrast to what God is looking for. 

    MSSIs there anything in the fact, that before this faithfulness of Mordecai in the end of chapter 2, it says in verse 19, And when the virgins were gathered together the second time, Mordecai sat in the kings gate. That is, virgin character is stressed, and the thought of being gathered together too as necessary preliminary to action in the assembly? 

    AJGThat is very suggestive. It is remarkable that we do get in this book a certain suggestion of the increase of the feminine features. You get the seven maidens selected to be given her in chapter 2: 9, and then the virgins gathering together as you allude to. Attention has been drawn to the fact that in many scriptures in which a woman who typifies the assembly is presented, we get maids or virgins connected with her, as showing how God loves to accentuate the idea of the feminine features that He is working for. He has got the assembly before Him so much that He loves to suggest the idea of great increase in feminine features. 

    ELEIndeed. Is not that so in Psalm 45, the kings daughters and then the virgins. Companies of women are mentioned. 

    AJGQuite so, you get it there. And Rebecca had maids, and Abigail had damsels that followed her. 

    HALAnd the spouse in the Song of Songs? 

    AJGYes. 

    RSGod has the Man already in perfection, but the thought now is to have the woman in moral correspondence? 

    AJGThat is the idea. 

    AATI notice that sometimes you emphasise the masculine, that is the man - the man Mordecai, and now you are emphasising the feminine. How do they balance? 

    AJGWell, of course, if we regard Mordecai as we may in certain settings as a type of Christ, there is no difficulty about the man. As our brother says, God has the Man in whom all that He looks for is found. But then the idea of the woman, or the feminine features, as we speak, is correspondence with that in the assembly. That is what I understand. Of course, if we regard Mordecai as a type of the saints, he represents more the element of responsibility and stands out publicly, while Esther would indicate more the subjective state that supports that. 

    WHEsther did what Mordecai had told her. 

    AJGYes, that to us would refer primarily, I suppose, to subjection to Christ, but also, I think, it might refer to subjection to teaching in the assembly. 

    HOEAnd the Spirits part brought in in Hegai, as all being in his custody. I was wondering whether the subjection of the assembly having the first place amongst the families would be seen in Esther and her women being given the chief place in the house? 

    AJGI should think very likely. It is remarkable what fulness you see in the Scriptures when once you begin to have the light of the assembly as governing the position. 

    MSSWould it be placed first not so much on account of the counsels of God but on moral grounds? 

    AJGI think that would be right. 

    RGWhy is it that Mordecai bowed not to Haman? 

    AJGThat was just that he was maintaining the rights of God, because Haman was an Amalekite, he was an Agagite. Agag is a title of the kings of Amalek. He was an Amalekite and God had said that He would have war with Amalek from generation to generation. God is never going to tolerate Amalek. And again in Deuteronomy 25: 17, Remember what Amalek did unto thee on the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt; how he met thee on the way and so on, and it shall be, when Jehovah thy God shall have given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under the heavens; thou shalt not forget it. Well, that had not been done, we know that Saul failed in that matter, but at any rate Mordecai was not forgetting it. He could not exactly blot out Haman, but he would not bow down to him, he would not recognise him at all, and in doing so he is going against the commandment of the king. 

    LACWould this incident of personal faithfulness that has been referred to at the end of chapter 2, indicate to us that the testimony can only go forward and the local assembly conditions be maintained, where such personal faithfulness is found with us as set in the kingdom as true subjects? 

    AJGYes. It is remarkable here that the king promoted Haman and makes this order, a suggestion, I believe, of the way that God will use evil. He will use the evil that is developing in the world, democracy and all that goes along with it, and will allow it to acquire a certain power, in order to use it for the development in the saints of what He has in mind to produce. 

    JHHWas that borne out in Job? 

    AJGYou mean He commanded Satan? Yes, quite so. 

    MSSIt says, After these things, referring to the action of Mordecai. Would that suggest that there is that now in the saints which is to be tested. 

    AJGI think so. And He is going to develop it more and more. 

    HOEDoes the thought of the mid-week meeting have a place in what we are saying? As cognisant of the evil that is in the world, and seeking to be faithful, and to be found here pleasing to the Lord and to the Spirit, we are together in a secret way to hold these things in fidelity, and in the middle of the week where we need help, it would serve to carry us on for the other half, as it were. 

    AJGQuite so. 

    EMsIn chapter 3: 8, it speak of a people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of thy kingdom, and their laws are diverse from those of every people, and so on. Would that agree with our being a peculiar people? 

    AJGIt would, and we are scattered abroad and dispersed. Wherever you go in the western world, and what has developed out of it, you will find true believers in all walks of life and all kinds of businesses and so on, and the world is all the time coming up against them, and God intends it should be so. But then Satans effort is to get rid of all 

    the Jews. Wherever there is any genuineness he would like to get rid of it. 

    LACIt mentions here in the beginning of verse 4, It came to pass as they spoke daily to him and he hearkened not to them, - I was wondering whether in addition to this widespread plan of the enemy, which has such far-reaching results in mind, Satan is not set on a constant and gradual and continual effort to break down the spiritual resistance of the saints, by continually harassing them in small matters? 

    AJGI believe that is so. Some brethren experience that kind of thing very much. 

    CBWould you say that in the ways of God it is allowed to appear as though evil is triumphing? 

    AJGIt would look like that and yet it does not triumph. There is nothing so comforting as the sense that God controls evil and uses it just as much as He does good. But on the other hand He may allow evil to acquire more power than He would otherwise do, because of the state of the saints, because of our lack of watchfulness or lack of exercise. 

    ELEAt the end we find the woman rides the beast. 

    AJGYes, quite so. The woman rides the beast and then the beast overthrows the woman. 

    LBlWould you say then that this is very instructive for us, because we see Mordecai here in his faithfulness and over against that he is not promoted. So with individuals marked by faithfulness to God, it works out sometimes that there is no promotion or right of way for such, but rather an attack intended to discourage them? 

    AJGQuite so. Now we ought to read the first three verses of chapter 4, just to show how the matter is taken up feelingly. When Mordecai knows that the decree of the king had been signed, he rent his garments, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter cry, and came even before the kings gate; that is, we ought to be on the watch as to what is going on in the world in so far as it effects the saints. And even if we ourselves are not affected by Trade Union persecution and other forms of the enemys attacks, we should feel for and with those who are thus affected, and take it up with God feelingly. 

    RAEWould you say that while in a secret way we are to rely in our souls that God is going to eventually triumph and the testimony go through, yet, as these things arise we present right feelings to Him at the time about them? 

    AJGThat is what is in mind, and the importance of it is confirmed by the end of chapter 9: 31, where it says, To confirm these days of Purim in their fixed times, according as Mordecai the Jew and queen Esther had enjoined them, and as they had decreed for themselves and for their seed, as to the matters of the fasting and their cry, as though God took special account of the cry, the feelings. 

    RSWould that remind us of Christ on the cross presenting a holy atonement to God? It was not only that He was suffering in judgment but He was presenting feelings proper to God in connection with the question of sin. Is not this feature of proper feelings one to be taken on by us? 

    AJGI have no doubt it is. It says, By the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, so the offering of Christ was marked by feelings that were of God. 

    ELEIn this incident it looks as if Mordecai is weakening, he is sorrowing, and it might seem as if he was giving way, but he is feeling the thing before God, and the answer comes in from God. 

    AJGYes, exactly. 

    CMWhat would be the meaning of putting on sackcloth and ashes? 

    AJGIt was just an expression of really feeling things. 

    BADo we not see the faithfulness of the saints commended in the book of Revelation, Because thou hast a little power and hast kept my word and hast not denied my name, and so on? 

    AJGYes, we do. Faithfulness is commended there, and there is the great answering recompense in the opening up of the truth, an opened door which none can shut. 

    MSSWould this lead us to be prepared for a general attack on the testimony publicly if the Lord leaves us here a little longer? 

    AJGI do not think there is any question that that is what Satan will do if he is permitted. 

    ATSo Esther obeyed Mordecai and Mordecai was faithful in the position? 

    AJGQuite so. 

  
    COMMITTAL TO THE WILL OF GOD (JR 1)

    Luke 22:39-46; Genesis 40:14; Genesis 40:23; 2 Samuel 17:15-18 (first part); Esther 2:21-23

    I desire to speak about how at times certain responsibility falls upon us: certain matters involving the will of God may lie on any one of us to do.  If we are faithful God can use us in a certain situation. 

    We need to see that, while God works out His purpose and His counsel, He is never disappointed and He is never taken by surprise.  We were speaking last night about one of the names of God being The Same; no matter what comes in, no matter how the enemy attacks, God is never surprised, He is never taken aback, He is never disappointed and everything will go through according to His mind.  God is never diverted by what happens; He always has the initiative and proceeds with it in spite of anything that might come in to hinder.  Now that is Gods side of every matter.  Along with that there is our side.  At some time any one of us might find himself or herself in a position where something depends on that one to do, and God would count on such a one to act rightly in those circumstances.  What I have to say ought to encourage anyone who finds himself or herself in a certain situation.  The test is whether in that situation I am going to be committed to the will of God or whether I am going to fail Him. 

    Now we begin with Luke 22 because we find the Lord Jesus Himself in a certain situation.  We find Him in a situation, dear brethren, where everything depends on Him  everything.  The weight of responsibility on the Lord Jesus in this section who could estimate?  The whole matter of the will of God, the whole purpose of God and all His counsel, all His plans depended on the Lord Jesus in this situation in which He was.  We could not of course think of the Lord Jesus failing and yet we are to admire, we are to adore our Saviour who was in this position where everything for the glory of God and everything for the blessing of man depended on Him.  So it says, he was withdrawn from them about a stones throw, and having knelt down he prayed.  Think of the perfect dependent manhood of Jesus!  He is presented here as the dependent One who counted on His God.  What a faithful Servant He was!  We need hardly say that, we all know He was, and yet to view Him in this situation would encourage any one who finds himself in any position of responsibility.  What responsibilities lay on the Lord Jesus at this moment. 

    He is facing death, He is facing the bearing of the judgment of God, He is facing being forsaken.  Satan is bringing his power to bear against Him.  Think of the Lord Jesus in that situation, and He is there in perfection.  He was a real Man and yet Gods purpose was as safe in the hands of the Lord Jesus at this moment as it ever was.  All that God had planned for the maintenance of His own glory and for the blessing of every person in every family which has been secured and will yet be secured depended on the Lord Jesus at this moment.  He was facing the matter of Gods will.  Having knelt down he prayed, saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me.  The Lord Jesus is in perfection shrinking from what faced Him.  We all know what it is to shrink from what faces us in certain situations but that would not be perfection, but it was perfection in the Lord Jesus.  Who He was, the kind of Man He was must necessarily shrink from what faced Him.  And yet would He flinch?  He said, but then, not my will, but thine be done.  Then it says, an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him.  Think of the Lord needing strengthening at this moment.  It shows, dear brethren, the reality of His manhood.  He was a real Man here and the whole responsibility of carrying through the will of God depended on Him.  I say again, Gods purpose, Gods plans were as safe in the hands of Jesus at that moment as when these plans were made or at any moment in the history of eternity and time, all Gods purposes were as safe in the hands of the Saviour in Gethsemane as ever they were.  What a perfect Man He is, what a model for us, what a subject for our contemplation, our adoration!  This would give us strength: to see the Lord Jesus in the perfection of His dependent manhood facing a situation where everything depended on Him.  It would strengthen us to face some little situation, some little difficulty that confronts any one of us at any time.  You can see the intenseness of the conflict here: an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him.  And being in conflict he prayed more intently.  And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down.  This is manhood in perfection.  This is manhood in conflict such as we shall never know, the depth of which we shall never know, for it is our Lord and Master in conflict here.  Then it says, rising up from his prayer  rising up from the depth of conflict, rising up from that depth of anguish in which He was involved in Gethsemane, rising up from his prayer, coming to the disciples, he found them sleeping from grief.  Oh what a model we have, dear brethren, what a Man, what a blessed, perfect, dependent Man that we need to get our eye on and keep our eye on to encourage us to face any situation whatsoever!  We need to be formed in this kind of manhood, and we will be as we contemplate the Man we desire to be formed after, and the Spirit will help us in that formation.  There is a need at the moment for manhood of this kind.  We were speaking in the reading in 2 Peter 1 as to certain features: in your faith have also virtue; these features are features of manhood according to God.  Think of what virtue there was with Jesus here!  Was there not faith?  Was there not virtue in His faith?  Was there not courage when He rose up from His prayer and moved forward to be the victim, to undertake all that the will of God involved at infinite cost to Himself  rising up from His prayer He proceeded!  What a blessed theme of contemplation we have in the Lord Jesus! 

    Now we come to this incident in the book of Genesis.  The situation spoken of here involved this cup-bearer.  He had received certain benefits from Joseph, he knew Joseph, Joseph interpreted his dream and encouraged him.  Joseph gave him a message of peace and you might say he was the means of preaching the gospel to him.  Joseph gave that man glad tidings which he was glad to receive.  And Joseph asked one thing from this man, just one thing.  He said, Only bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee.  He makes a request: Joseph says in effect, I have preached the gospel to you, you are going to be liberated; you had a vine before you, your head is going to be lifted up and you will be restored to your office.  That was glad tidings for this cup-bearer because he was troubled.  Joseph says, Only bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee... and make mention of me to Pharaoh.  Had not this cup-bearer reason to have Joseph in his heart and to look for an opportunity to bring Joseph in?  Have we not reason to, dear brethren?  Have we not reason to think of the Lord Jesus and all He has accomplished for us?  Have we not reason to look for opportunities to bring Him in?  Instead of that it says, the chief of the cup-bearers did not remember Joseph, and forgot him.  That is our frailty, our weakness, our self-occupation, our self-interest.  Instead of looking for opportunities to bring him in, the cup-bearer did not remember him and forgot him.  How ungrateful!  Can we put ourselves in that position?  Can we see how ungrateful we have been?  Have we not arrived at how unfaithful we have been? 

    Now, this cup-bearer was the necessary link between the situation which arose and the introduction of Joseph.  Joseph was unknown and it was the cupÂ­bearer who eventually was the link, who was the means of introducing Joseph to the critical situation which arose in the next chapter.  Pharaoh dreamed a dream and there was no one to interpret it; and as far as Egypt was concerned no one knew about Joseph except the cup-bearer who ought to have been the link but he did not remember Joseph and forgot him.  But he comes to it; he comes to it in repentance.  When the situation arose and there was no interpreter, this chief of the cup-bearers remembered about Joseph and was the means of introducing Joseph into the critical situation.  How valuable to know the true Joseph in this day, the interpreter, the One who makes all things clear!  We were speaking about the Lord Jesus as Head, source of wisdom, love and power.  There may arise locally a situation where there is need to bring in Christ.  We read, Then spoke the chief of the cup-bearers to Pharaoh, saying, I remember mine offences this day.  He becomes the means of introducing Joseph who takes over the whole situation.  Instead of calamity he takes over the whole matter, explains it all, and takes charge of it all, and becomes the great administrator of food in the land of Egypt.  He explained about the seven years of plenty and the seven years of famine.  I have no doubt we have had seven years of plenty in the history of the testimony in the ministries, and we are now in the seven years of famine, but whether you are in the seven years of famine or the seven years of plenty makes no difference if you know Joseph.  There was as much available under Joseph in the years of famine as there was in the years of plenty.  The fact is the famine became the means of bringing Joseph into pre-eminence.  As long as there were seven years of plenty Joseph was the administrator and he laid up the grain, but he became indispensable when the years of famine came and the word was, Go to Joseph .  The cup-bearer seems a very flimsy and very slender link, and yet through repentance he became the means of the introduction of Joseph to the whole situation and the whole situation changed.  He was not like our Lord and Master in Luke 22, he was not marked by perfection, very far from it.  Two full years elapsed before a situation arose when he remembered about Joseph.  It reminds us of our own frailty, our own unfaithfulness, how unfaithful we have been, and yet a certain situation has arisen in which we can have some part, and we are privileged to have some part, in the introduction of the true Joseph. 

    In 2 Samuel we can see that being in a certain situation where the will of God is involved does not necessarily depend on age or experience because here a maid is a link.  It is the maid whoever she was, some unnamed young sister who becomes the link between Hushai and David.  There was need for a link there to fill its place and it was seen in this little maid.  There was a little community with the ark in Jerusalem, secretly, where Absalom reigned publicly, and the link between that community with the ark in Jerusalem and David in rejection was the maid.  It says that Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed by En-rogel for they might not be seen to come into the city.  This has been spoken of as a kind of secret service; secret things are going on about which the enemy knows nothing.  It is always a comfort to realise that the enemy, Satan, is a creature and has certain limitations.  He is not almighty, he does not know everything.  There are certain things he has not the capacity to understand or appreciate.  Think of Job for instance.  All Satan could see about Job were his circumstances and his possessions and his health.  He did not know what reserves God had in Job.  Therefore Satan acts in the circumstances thinking that that is all that matters, but there was depth in Job which came to light and which Satan had not the capacity to appreciate.  The mysterious links in affection that the saints have together Satan does not understand.  The work of God in the believer Satan does not understand and does not have the capacity to appreciate.  Now that is a great comfort.  He knows what we are in the flesh because he has had a hand in producing that.  It was the poison of the serpent instilled in to Adam and his wife that has marked the whole race.  He understands that all right. 

    He understands how the flesh reacts to certain situations, but he has not the capacity to understand the work of God, and motives and desires according to God.  Therefore there are certain secret things that proceed that Satan does not have the capacity to understand or appreciate, and that is always a great comfort to have before us.  So there is a certain secret order of things in Jerusalem that Absalom knew nothing about, and that secret order of things in a few in Jerusalem was a means of the overthrowing of the whole Absalom power.  A link was necessary in this chain and a little maid was that link  a young person.  Hushai needed to send this message to David, Hushai was in Jerusalem, one of this little community we were speaking about, and David was in rejection, and the priests sons, Jonathan and Ahimaaz, stayed by En-rogel, they might not be seen in the city; but the maid took the message, 

    the maid formed that link.  Now dear young believer whoever you may be, I would like to encourage you to be committed to the will of God, to be committed to what is right, to be committed to the promotion of the Lords interests here.  Things may look dark and confused but I would like to encourage every young person here to have some part in the Lords interests at the present time of whom the maid is an example. 

    Now I have only a few words to say about the book of Esther.  It is a very interesting history.  Mordecai is found sitting at the kings gate, that is, to use Christian language, he was standing by the rights of Christ.  Whatever happened, Mordecai sat at the kings gate, he was faithful there.  Two men sought to lay hand on king Ahasuerus, and because Mordecai was sitting at the kings gate he learned of it and he told Esther the queen, and she told the king in Mordecais name, and the matter was investigated and found out and they were hanged on a tree, And it was written in the book of the chronicles before the king.  That little statement is of all importance: it was written in the book of the chronicles before the king.  It forms an important link in this book.  Then it was forgotten about.  There is a certain lapse of time: the first verse of the next chapter says, After these things king Ahasuerus promoted Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him.  But before Haman the enemy of the people of God is established, this regarding Mordecai was written in the book of the chronicles before the king.  The fact that this was written in the book of the chronicles before the king became the means of the overthrow of the whole Haman system.  It seems to be a little incident, and it was forgotten about, but if you read the history you will find that it is afterwards referred to.  I have heard this book spoken of as a drama, but it is real life.  It is not a drama out of any mans imagination, it is a drama which actually happened, and many things like this have happened in the history of the testimony.  Haman is promoted, and Haman has his way; you would think that Haman is just going to remove the Jews from the face of the earth, so much power is given to him, but before he is advanced a certain thing was written in the book of the chronicles before the king.  Haman made the gallows fifty cubits high.  Who were the gallows for?  For Mordecai who sat at the kings gate.  Who was hanged on the gallows?  Haman who made the gallows.  How did it come about?  Because the king could not sleep and he sent for the chronicles and he read about Mordecai.  He said, What honour and dignity has been done to Mordecai for this?  It became the whole turning point in the history.  I want to point out that some little incident that might appear insignificant, where somebody is faithful, becomes the means that God uses to overthrow the power of the enemy. 

    I think all this should encourage us.  No incident is too small, no expression of faithfulness to God is too small.  God takes account of every one of them.  You may remember that the Lord said regarding His disciples, ye are they who have persevered with me in my temptations, Luke 22:28.  Let us be like Mordecai, be committed to sitting at the kings gate.  Let us be jealous for the Lords rights in His absence.  Who is jealous to provide conditions suitable to Him down here in localities?  The Holy Spirit is.  I say without hesitation, the Holy Spirit is committed to the maintenance of the Lords Name and the Lords pleasure here in His absence, and He will encourage and help us to fill out the part that belongs to each one of us in the history of the testimony while we are still here.  May the Lord help every one of us. 

  
    THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF ESTHER (JT 3)

    Esther 2:5 - 18; Esther 10:3

    There are three books in the Old Testament that bear a certain relation to each other, in each of which there is established a marital relation, and where we find that as a result of exercise and of Gods dealings, it is evident that affection has to be brought into play. God acts upon us in two ways: upon our minds and upon our affections; and in the three books in question the latter is what the Spirit of God draws our attention to. I refer to the books of Ruth, Esther, and the Song of Songs. 

    I propose to take up the book of Esther, and especially to make clear the manner in which the Spirit of Christ is set forth in that book. There could be nothing so interesting as tracing the Spirit of Christ in the Scriptures; the Spirit of God delights to enlarge upon it. You will find it presented in a variety of ways, for in truth no other spirit shall obtain in Gods world. It began with Abel. We are told that he was a keeper of sheep; that was the Spirit of Christ, for Christ is the great Shepherd; He keeps His sheep. When I speak of the Spirit of Christ you can easily perceive it is not a question of the Holy Spirit as we know Him at present; it is the Spirit of God expressed in a man. Now that involves a great deal. It is the nature and character of God finding its expression here upon earth, in a man; it is a wonderful thought. God by His Spirit garnished the heavens (Job 26:13); but His Spirit was to take form in a man, and it was indicated from the outset that the man that should obtain in the presence of God should be controlled by that Spirit. Any other spirit is obnoxious to God, so that we are told that, If any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him, Romans 8:9. It is a very solemn thing to consider that if devoid of the Spirit of Christ we are absolutely outside the pale of christianity viewed essentially, be our profession what it may, but the Spirit of Christ possessing us renders us acceptable to God and to man. That was seen in Jesus; He found favour with God and also with man. I do not say with the natural man, but with man according to God. Men who have divine instincts appreciate the Spirit of Christ. 

    Now I want to show how that Spirit is traced in the book of Esther; I shall dwell more particularly on Esther as the object, as it were, of the Spirit of Christ. I speak of Mordecai as also expressive of the Spirit of Christ, but he is more than that; we may all express the Spirit of Christ, but in Mordecai we have also a type of Christ. 

    The first point I would call attention to is a very important principle which is established in chapter 1. Mordecai does not appear there; it is a gentile scene, but there is a principle established which I may say governs Gods world; namely, that a man should bear rule in his own house, and that he should speak in his own tongue; in other words, that his rule should be perfectly intelligible in house. That was the decree issued by the king; see verse 22, and it was universal. In order to seize the import of the book, we have to gather up the instruction in the preface, and that is what we find there: a man should rule his own house. We may apply this principle to the Lord Jesus; it is evident that He rules His own house, and speaks in His own language; that is, His articulations are perfectly intelligible to His house. No one can make himself understood as the Lord does, and He rules His own house. 

    Following upon that we may see how Christ is in type set forth in Mordecai. In the first place, 

    we are told that he sat in the kings gate, and that there he defended the throne. You may think that these are strange thoughts to put into a book in which the name of God is absent, but the book describes certain conditions under which the people of God were found; they were driven out from their inheritance and from Jerusalem; they were far away from the land of promise, and were scattered throughout the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of the Medes and Persians. 

    Now those conditions enable the Spirit of God to present that which is for our comfort; that is, that on the one hand God is ruling in favour of His people providentially, and on the other hand the Spirit of Christ is active in their behalf, although not acting among them officially. There was neither priest nor Levite, tabernacle of witness, nor ark of the covenant; all were absent, but the Spirit of Christ was there, and the people of God can never be deprived of that; it shone in Mordecai; he sat in the kings gate, and as there he protected the throne. You will find in the end of the chapter, verse 21, that there were those who conspired against the king, and Mordecai had the matter exposed and the offenders brought to justice. One could enlarge on how that spirit shone in Christ: how every right of Gods throne was defended by Him, how He went into death in order to overthrow the enemies of the throne, and how completely He has overthrown them! But I must pass on. 

    The next thing we find in Mordecai is his absolute refusal to recognise Haman the Agagite. That also is the Spirit of Christ. It shone in Him personally; He refused the Agagite at every point. We are all more or less acquainted with Agag the Amalekite, of whom Haman was the representative. Haman had gained great ascendancy in the empire, and that is a marked illustration of our own day. 

    We see that order of man in the place of rule today, and he has attained a wonderful position of ascendancy. Now what I would especially point out is the refusal on the part of Mordecai to bow to him. He sat in the gate; he defended the king; but never would he recognise the Amalekite. Haman represents a principle or element that dominates the christianised world. I want to make it as practical as I can for we all have to do with him. His boast was the multitude of his children, chapter 5:11; it was one of the leading features of his greatness, and there are ten of them specially mentioned by the Spirit. I need not enlarge on that. Now here is an exile Jew under reproach, yet sitting in the gate without any outward support, and he refuses to bow to Haman. Die he might, but recognise Haman? Never! That is the Spirit of Christ. 

    Now I want to show you how that Spirit acted towards the people of God, for you may rely upon it that that which defends the throne, that which refuses satanic power, will take care of what is of God. These two things go together, and we find that what illustrates the character of Mordecai more than anything is his attitude towards Esther. 

    In my apprehension of the book, Esther refers to the remnant of the people of God as they then were. Her father and mother were dead. We have to do with conditions that are exceedingly like this. God will not own the public body today; He hides His face from it. One can easily see that from the addresses to the assemblies in the book of Revelation; but I only just state here that the public body is no longer owned of God. It has become a huge Babylonish system dominated by the spirit of Haman, whose children and the multitude of whose sons are distinguished therein. But has God abandoned His people? Never! God is unchangeable. He is ordering things in our favour, and you may depend upon it that all the political movements in the world are guided providentially in our favour. The more you know of God the more you can pray to Him in regard of the world, for He is the sovereign Ruler of the world. He never gives up that place, and He rules it on behalf of His people. He is hidden behind the scenes, but He has His eye upon us, and correlatively the Spirit of Christ is active, although not officially. It is useless and unsuitable to pretend to officialism today; the day is over for that. In the ruined condition of things there is no officialism, but the Spirit of Christ remains. Thank God for that! I am sure every soul in this room has been conscious of, and affected by, the Spirit of Christ as active here upon earth. 

    As I have already remarked, Esther may be taken to represent the remnant of Gods people. She is deprived of her parents, and is in a state of orphanage, and what we find is that Mordecai comes forward. Now the light of God entering the soul is intended to produce movement. If the light is received there must be movement, and directly you are moved by the light, you have to abandon certain things that you have leaned upon for protection. You are deprived, speaking morally, of your parents, of all that which supported you naturally. Well, Mordecai comes forward, and he takes Esther, and he not only provides for her in his house, but he takes her to be his daughter; there is affection. He may have had a sense of obligation to look after her, but it was affection that led him to take her to be his daughter. 

    It is a touching thing that you find affection springing up in the heart of Christ which is ready to express itself on your behalf so that you suffer no loss for what you have lost naturally. But further, he not only takes her to be his daughter, he would promote her. The Lord Jesus Christ is set for your promotion. He is set for the promotion of the whole assembly. Without coming forward in what one may call an official way, He acts for the promotion of His own. Now that is a wonderful thing to be going on for us at the present time, and in this world too. As to the type which I am dwelling on here, it is not a question of who sat upon the throne; it was in fact a gentile potentate, but that is not the point. It was the throne; the throne of God really, and the Spirit of Christ in Mordecai was set for the promotion of Esther, of Gods people, and on account of that they have to go through a certain course of experience or exercise. 

    Now Mordecai had light. It is a great thing to have light, a great thing to know what to do. Many christians are hampered because they do not know just what to do. Mordecai understood the situation and recognised the elements that were available, and what would be for the advantage of Esther. There was Hegai, the keeper of the women, a notable man; one who was acquainted with all that was in the house of the women. Without making things too literal, I am free, in using them as types, to say that the Holy Spirit is acquainted with all the resources of the house, and with all that there is for our advantage, and I think that the Holy Spirit is set forth typically in Hegai as taking account of Esther. She found favour with him, and as she progressed in her experience in the palace she was wise enough to recognise him; she declined to take anything save that which he prescribed. 

    Now I use these things as illustrations. The Holy Spirit is acquainted with all that is in the house, and He endows you with that which makes you presentable, so that coming forth as clothed, and adorned, and perfumed by Him, you are presentable; and as you are presentable you are promotable; you must be presentable in order to be promotable. Esther was fair to look upon by nature, I dare say, but she became more desirable by the attentive service of the keeper of the house of the women; and finally she is presented to the king. I do not enlarge upon that, although a good deal might be put into it; but the result is that she is not only presented to the king, but she obtains the place of honour; she is the queen! Now that was a wonderful feat to accomplish. Mordecai was a wonderful man, as we shall see further on, but here it was a wonderful feat, to place a lonely orphan, as queen upon the throne of the Persians! But what the Lord Jesus Christ accomplishes with every believer is greater. We may think lightly of it, but it is a wonderful thing to be placed presentable before the king, and it was all the fruit of the affection and wisdom of Mordecai. 

    Now I pass on to the last chapter, because, after all, whilst the Spirit delights to set forth the effect of Christs work, His great aim is to bring in the glory of Christ. You can never reach the divine end unless you apprehend the glory of Christ, and Christ reaches the pinnacle of glory whatever be the road He travels. In every path which the Lord takes up He reaches that end, and what we find here in type is that He reaches it by His prowess. That is to say, it is not presented in an official way. What we have set forth here in Mordecai is Christ in the exercise of His care for His people, and His wisdom in carrying it out. Ultimately Mordecai comes into recognition in the empire, and Esther greatly aided him in that. You may say, that in applying the types to Christ, it detracts from the glory of Christ to imply that we might aid Him in reaching this wonderful position; but what I mean is, that as we are adorned by the adornment of Christ we commend Him. 

    I desire to be exceedingly guarded in what I say, 

    but it was Mordecai who had put Esther in her place of honour, so there can be no question as to who was the greater of the two. And if the Lord Jesus Christ has adorned you with His graces, what is the effect? He is made known in public. By whom? By you and by me. One great point in the holy city in Revelation is that she is the Lambs wife, Revelation 21:9. But it was He who formed her. The heavenly city is the product of Christ, the product of His quickening power, and she is the Lambs wife. The Lamb is the sufferer; it implies the Lord Jesus Christ in rejection. God honours Him, and His wife comes down from heaven adorned with His graces. She, too, honours Him, and what He has made her promotes His glory. As it is said of the wise woman in Proverbs 31:23, Her husband is known in the gates. And so I may say here as to the type, Esther becomes the means of Mordecais exaltation, and eventually Mordecai appears as next unto the king. 

    Now God has exalted Christ to His right hand. Before ever the assembly existed historically the Lord was placed in the highest pinnacle of glory, in the right of His own Person, in the virtue of His own work, apart from the assembly, apart from the saints. But it is a wonderful thing, to my mind, to see how that His own formative work here upon earth sets forth His glory in another way. The product of His quickening power brings into the universe that which is the living expression of Himself. But personally He is rejected, He is the sufferer, and so she descends out of heaven as the bride, the Lambs wife. I think if there is anything that I shall cherish in that day it is, that as the result of His own quickening power, I add something to His glory. He is praised in His own works; they promote His glory. We find later in the book that Esther made known to the king that Mordecai was related to her, and as a result Mordecai became supreme, universally influential in the empire of the Medes. 

    Hoping that I have made clear what is in my mind as regards the Spirit of Christ as set forth here, I want just to dwell upon what marked Mordecai at the end. He is said to be next to king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews. He had not previously been great among them evidently, but he had acquired a greatness among them. That has a peculiar application to our day. The term Jew, I take it, has reference to the people as coming under reproach. It was not a term known in Solomons day, it came in later. From the use of the word in the addresses to the assemblies it seems to refer in our day to what is genuine. There are those who say that they are Jews, and are not, Revelation 2:9. We want to find the Jews, beloved friends, the genuine ones; and what we find is that Christ is great among them. 

    I am sure it is to our advantage to recognise that the Lord has a great place among us. He ought to have a great place among us. I am not speaking of His death, of all that He has accomplished for the assembly and for the universe, but of what He has accomplished for ourselves. What has He not achieved for us! Hence He has obtained a supreme place amongst us. If you have come into contact with Him in your soul, He acquires a great place with you. It is said of Mordecai that he was great among the Jews. I trust that the Lord Jesus Christ is great among us. We cannot add to His greatness. He is far above all principalities and powers in the heavens, but He also becomes great to us, through His care for us and His interest in us. 

    Then He is acceptable to all His brethren. I need not say that we have that place. Genuine christians are the only true Jews upon earth today, and genuine christians are the only true brethren that the Lord Jesus Christ has upon earth. And he is accepted, we are told, of the multitude of his brethren. 

    Then we read that He is seeking the welfare of his people; their deliverance was complete. We can thank God for every deliverance. Every deliverance is the result of the Lords interest, but besides that He seeks our wealth. You may be delivered and yet be poor. Many nations have obtained deliverance and have become poor through it. These Jews, who were scattered throughout the empire were delivered. Mordecai had effected complete deliverance for them, but they needed to be made wealthy. Now Mordecai is said to be seeking the wealth of his people. I do not think that we should be poor. It is true that the Spirit of God in Zephaniah refers to the remnant as an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord (Zephaniah 3:12); but the Lord is seeking to promote our wealth in His own riches. He who was rich for our sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might be enriched. The Lord has never given up that; it is not His thought to leave us poor; He is seeking the wealth of His people. 

    To proceed a little on that line; if the Lord brings you into wealth spiritually, what is the result? I am speaking in a very practical way. You can afford to bring a bullock if you are wealthy; that is to say, the wealth that He endows us with reverts back to God. I do not know anything in the book of Ruth, for instance, more interesting than that the result of her union with Boaz was a worshipper; Obed was a worshipper. You may depend upon it that Obed was a wealthy man, for his father was wealthy, and the wealth of the father, we may be sure, descended to the son. Your worship will be greatly limited unless you are spiritually wealthy. I repeat, that the Lord seeks the wealth of His people, and, if you are wealthy spiritually you have something to bring to God when you come to Him. You come with a bullock. A bullock was a very large offering, and could only be offered by one who owned one. You could not offer a borrowed one; the bullock must belong to you; and so, when you are wealthy, you draw near to God with a bullock, and God gets His portion, and the saints get theirs. 

    Finally we read of Mordecai, that he was speaking peace to all his seed. I suppose we may be regarded as his seed in that light, for the saints are viewed in different ways. We are Jews as genuine; we are Christs brethren; and we are His seed. The Lord regards us in all these lights, and the Spirit of God closes with this presentation of Mordecai  he was speaking peace to all his seed. 

    May the Lord continue to speak peace to us! The seed of the righteous will never beg bread, Psalm 37:25; will never suffer loss, but it is a wonderful thing that the Lord speaks peace to us. If you hear the voice of trouble, you may depend upon it that it is not the Lords voice. The voice of trouble is very prevalent, muttering discontent; but it is not the voice of the Spirit of Christ. The Lord speaks peace to us, and wherever His Spirit prevails it is the Spirit of peace. We are told that the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of those that make peace. 

    I think you will see from what I have said that this book sets forth in some way the conditions in which we find ourselves; the resources that are available for us in Christ; and how intensely active the Lord is, as I have been showing, not officially, but as speaking peace. It seems to me it is continuous; there is the speaking of peace to all His seed, and that will continue to the end. 

    May the Lord bless His word to us! What one feels is the great need, for young christians especially, to apprehend what is for them in Christ, and how constant and enduring it is. 

  
    LAYING DOWN OUR LIVES FOR THE BRETHREN (JT 69)

    1 John 3: 16; Esther 2: 5 - 8; Esther 3: 8 - 10; Esther 4: 1 - 16; Esther 9: 29 - 32

    I have read somewhat lengthily, but it is necessary in order to bring forward certain thoughts with reference to the brethren, as to whether they are regarded as worth while laying down our lives for. Their worth is obviously to be established, and Johns epistle sets out the intrinsic value of the brethren: that is, they are born of God and so partakers of the divine nature; so much so that the writer of the epistle says that if one does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God, whom he has not seen  a simple statement, but of immense import as to the value of the brethren. They are products of the divine nature, and if one does not love that in a brother, he will not love it in God. So that a brother-hater is a God-hater. 

    That is what should be kept in mind in reading Johns epistle. He is not dealing with externals, but with intrinsic worth, going so far as to say, Even as he is, we also are in this world. The saints are thus peculiarly precious to God. In the midst of this world, marked as it is by hideous corruption, the saints, as manifesting His holy nature, are like refreshing green in His eye. There may be those who are merely called brethren, but that is another matter. There are those who cast stones at the real ones. And so the idea of the Jew enters into this, and I desire to work out that thought in Esther, linking it with the significance of the name of Jew as seen in the New Testament. 

    If we take the gospel of John, it is a term that denotes religious opposition. But then the apostle Paul has clarified the name, so that it has real worth. He says, he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, ... but he is a Jew who is so inwardly; and circumcision, of the heart, 

    in spirit, not in letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God, Romans 2: 28, 29. I am not speaking of literal Jews but rather of professed christians. For the Lord, in addressing Philadelphia, Revelation 3, speaks of them as such, Who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie. 

    Well, what I have said indicates the idea of the Jew in the mind of God and I wish to work it out through the book of Esther. It is exemplified in Mordecai, that is, one who lays down his life for the brethren; indeed, in this he is a leader. There are many senses in which we may be leaders, and Mordecai is a leader in laying down his life for the brethren. In a striking way he leads another; I refer to Esther, who, being a woman, represents more than herself; she represents the subjective principle, that is, the capability of being led; and led on to actual surrender of herself for the brethren. The youngest here can enter into this, for Hadassah is a young person as she is introduced to us, and one capable of being influenced by another in the right direction. We are all capable of being influenced in the wrong direction; it is a thing to be watched, even by older ones, that we may not come under influences that are inimical to fellowship, the peace of the brethren and the progress of our own souls; that we see to it that our companionship is wholesome, for if I company with a person who is stronger minded, and he or she has unwholesome proclivities, I shall certainly be damaged, for evil communications corrupt good manners, 1 Corinthians 15: 33. 

    Now, Mordecai was a Jew. That is how he is introduced to us; and, so that there should be no mistake as to his genuineness, we get his pedigree. Pedigree has a great place in Scripture. It has a considerable place among men, too, but in Scripture it has a spiritual significance; it means that I establish my genuineness as a believer. I must do that, or the brethren are sure to be chary of me. It is extremely difficult to determine some, 

    and so the apostle Peter stands out in Acts 8 in his discernment, which is one of the scarcest things among the people of God; the discerning of good and evil is rare, and especially when we have to do with persons of education; they may elude our sensibility unless we are much with God in prayer. Simon was detected by Peter, who says, Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter. What those who seek to keep the Lords commandments are going on with is very great, whatever the opinion of men may be. Nehemiah said, I am doing a great work, and it is a sorrowful thing if anyone is found with neither part nor lot in it. 

    And so the Holy Spirit gives us the genealogy of this man: he is a real Jew, and would measure up with the apostles requirements. He was a Jew inwardly, and the first feature is that he looks after his relative, a cousin. Not that our brethren who are not walking with us are only our cousins; although in a practical way, many among them are such and removed even five or six times! Esther was Mordecais near cousin, and her father and mother had died. It refers to spiritual condition: a person bereft of protection. She was left fatherless and motherless, but she had a cousin, and he proved to be a brother ... born for adversity, Proverbs 17: 17. He behaves himself towards this relative becomingly, which is an important matter, indeed it is a feature of the book of Esther, that all things are done in a seemly way. The book teaches us spiritual seemliness, so that we may know how to behave ourselves in certain circumstances. External circumstances are constantly varying, so we must know how to act. 

    The name of God is not mentioned in this book, indicating that certain conditions among the people of God necessitate that He cannot openly identify Himself with them. As we shall see, Mordecai and Esther recognise this and behave accordingly. Things are to be done in a seemly way, as determined by the attitude of God toward His people. Mordecai is all the time the brother, and he has in view that which signifies that he is ready to lay down his life for the brethren. It is well to inquire as to how we regard our spiritual relations. This passage puts us under obligations to all our brethren. That is our position. How are we acting toward them? Mordecai brought Esther up as his own daughter, and looked after her with tenderness. This is a very practical matter, if we qualify here, we begin with the establishment of our identity as Jews, that is, as genuine christians. And then the affections that become us flow, as God gives us opportunity in relation to all those that are His. 

    I want now to shew how the brethren are regarded in this world. It is seen in Hamans representation to the king. Such a man as Haman, of course, will only say what suits himself. He is an aspiring politician, and will go to any length to get this hated people out of the way. He is representative of the devil and hates the name of the people of God. His ire is raised by the faithfulness of Mordecai, the leader in this great principle of laying down our lives for the brethren, Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives. Mordecai is moving in the lead the Lord has given, and he is leading another in it, as we shall see. To aspire to leadership in this sense is right, therefore; not that it gives me prominence, but it helps others. As seen here it is a reflection of Jesus: He laid down His life. It is a question of love, and it is portrayed in Mordecai, under the most distressing circumstances. 

    Let us just picture ourselves in Hamans speech. It is humbling and hence sobering to see ourselves thus; but how different to see ourselves as God sees us! To get a real view, as in Johns epistle, of the saints viewed as born of Him. But it is a wholesome thing to hear what the enemy says about us, about those who are real Jews; 

    who are not simply saying that they are real, but are circumcised in the heart and spirit, whose praise is of God. How great a thing it is to be praised of God! God may not praise us. Paul says, I do not praise. The real Jews are praised of God. Haman says, There is a people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from those of every people, and they keep not the kings laws; and it is not for the kings profit to suffer them. If it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed, Esther 3: 8. How the enemy regards us is a heart-searching matter, and it comes out in one way or another. I may be a mouthpiece of the enemy in this respect, speaking against the Lords people, speaking of them rashly and loosely, speaking of their conduct with unmeasured terms. Let us be fair with the brethren; let us not be their accusers characteristically, or we shall be on the side of Satan. If we have to deal with their sins, let us, as the Lord says, judge righteous judgment. 

    Although this speech of Hamans was in the main false, it was sufficient to influence the king, and all such false accusations are damaging. They are sure to damage the minds of certain persons, even some who are not disposed against the brethren. It is a terrible thing to influence others against the people of God. That is what Haman did; to the end, indeed, that the king ordered a decree to go forth that they should be destroyed. Haman had ten sons, and he and his sons were hanged. The government of God goes on. It may take days or weeks or years; but the government of God will overtake its object; and as surely as the sun rose. Haman was hanged on his own gallows, also his ten sons. Let us be on our guard not to be on the side of false accusations. Every matter that has to be adjudicated among the people of God has to be done rightly. Is it true or only partially true? It is our salvation that this spirit of judgment should be amongst us, otherwise the position would become so that the Lord would not go with us, and that is what the enemy is aiming at. 

    We are told here that Mordecai knew all that was done. A terrible position had come about for the brethren, scattered throughout one hundred and twenty-seven provinces. The king and Haman were careless, sitting down to drink, but the city was in consternation. God was moving. God always moves at the right time, although He may not shew His face. The consternation of the city of Shushan was due to Him! I am thinking of Mordecai. What will he do now? Will he continue to be a true brother? Jesus said, If therefore ye seek me, let these go away. He stood out: ready to lay down His life for His own. It is for us to perceive the love and let it have its reflection in us. Mordecai is equal to this: he comes into the public position, clothed in sackcloth. He is a true Jew and he is not concealing it: he is identifying himself with his brethren, as appointed to destruction. 

    But then, what will Esther do? That is the next question. What will you young people here do? Will you shrink backward or will you take your place openly with the brethren, as in affliction? You need grace to be definite, especially if you have any little status in this world. Esther had a great position, she was the queen. The influence of a wife or a son or daughter may modify ones stand with the brethren. If we are not to be influenced by our wives, or sons, or daughters, we must take a firm stand and keep on the sackcloth. She sent other raiment to Mordecai, as if to modify the position, but he directs Hatach to go to Esther and tell her that it is imperative that she should intercede with the king. The salvation of the brethren hinges on it. He sent her word in effect Do not think that you will escape if the enemy gets the advantage. You and your fathers house will suffer, too. We are bound up together. The Jews are proscribed, and although you are in the palace, you will not escape. 

    So he influenced Esther to take her stand with the brethren. It is a triumph indeed to influence a brother or sister, young or old, who is disposed to go in the wrong direction, to take a stand for what is of God. To deliver souls we must stand firmly. Mordecai brought Esther round. She says, Let us fast! In the book of Daniel it would be, Let us pray! Daniel and the three with him prayed to God and God heard them. It was prayer; Daniel is marked by that. But here God is hiding His face, and so Esther and Mordecai are acting in a comely manner. So she says, Fast for me, ... I also and my maidens will fast likewise. We need this if we are going to stand in a crisis. And when I say a crisis, I mean that a position in the testimony of God is a crisis from beginning to end. Issues constantly arise. It is constant conflict. How are we going to stand? By fasting. 

    Esther says, If I perish, I perish. That is a fine speech, but Mordecai brought her to it. She is brought to it by leadership. The Lord is calling for leaders, those who will go before and expose themselves, like Mordecai, in the open and like Esther in the kings palace. She has her life in her hands, as had Mordecai, but victory was granted them. The story of Esther is well known, but this is the point, If I perish, I perish. Satan said of Job, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. But the Lord Jesus gave His life. He laid it down. So we are to lay down our lives for the brethren  this scattered and feeble people, whose very name is a reproach. As the name Hebrew in the days of Moses, so the name Jew was a reproach in the days of Mordecai. But he and Esther regard the Jews as their brethren, and they take their lives in their hands, to lay them down for them. God will honour the spirit of laying down our lives for the brethren. 

    The closing verses are to show how persons who lead in this way are epoch makers, landmark makers. The feast of Purim became a fixed one, as if to honour the devotedness of these two persons. And I believe everyone in the history of the church who has in like manner come forward as a leader has this distinction in some sense. We are not to move the landmarks our fathers have set up. These verses indicate that Esther and Mordecai would be regarded as landmark makers, And queen Esther the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all authority to confirm this second letter of Purim. And he sent letters to all the Jews ... words of peace and truth, to confirm these days of Purim in their fixed times, ... and as they had decreed for themselves and for their seed ... And the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim: and it was written in the book. Heaven is interested in the doings of the saints. Accounts are kept of the exploits of the saints, as were the exploits of Davids mighty men, and amongst them will be those landmark makers who have turned the tide in the favour of the people of God. The divine stamp was on their work. Through these two, the people are overwhelmingly delivered, the victory over their enemies being great. This may come about with any of us who resolves to take his life in his hands on behalf of the brethren. Mordecai and Esther taking this ground, the victory was secured, the feast established, and the landmark made. 

    May God lay these things on our hearts! God speaks to us and puts things upon us. These scriptures have a voice to us: for the brethren to lay down their lives. They are worth dying for! 

  
    THE SPIRITS IMPORTANCE TO THE BELIEVER (SMC 8)

    Numbers 21: 16 - 18; Esther 2: 5 - 11; Genesis 24: 1 - 9

    S. McCallum There would be with every one of us, I am sure, an increasing sense of the need of the Spirit - I speak to those who have the Spirit - and I have in mind to speak tonight of the importance of the Spirit from the divine viewpoint - I mean the importance from the divine viewpoint - having in mind that we might be affected by it, especially the younger brethren, to see what, according to the type, divine Persons think and have in mind in relation to the presence of the Spirit with us and in us. 

    So I have repaired to the types, which the minister always can do, because of the advantage they afford in elucidating the truth. You feel for those who do not see the value of the sacred letters as we have them in the Old Testament, written for our learning as they have been, for they are lit up with divine glory all the way through. The Lord Jesus, in the book of the Acts, in the first chapter, shows the importance of the Spirit from the divine standpoint as He was to come in and characterise the dispensation in the way in which He does, the day of the Spirit. So that it is said of the Lord Jesus that He charged the apostles by the Holy Spirit that they should tarry at Jerusalem in relation to the coming of the Spirit. 

    In these passages that I have selected we have reference to the great resource that we have in the Spirit as a result of the word of the lawgiver, and then we have got in Esther the great care of the Spirit, the protective care and interest of the Spirit in type in the reference to the custody of Hegai, and then latterly we have got the prime importance of the matter we have in hand in relation to the Spirit in Genesis 24 in the oath of Abraham, my oath, as he speaks of it. 

    The brethren will immediately see the prime importance of this great matter of the Spirit, for the lawgiver typifies Christ, Abraham typifies the Father, God in His parental interest in the wonderful relation of Father, and Hegai brings on to our view the great personal interest of the Spirit Himself in the care and protection of what is to be for God and for Christ and for the testimony in a scene where the enemys power is known and felt. I am sure that if we consider these thoughts carefully we shall see the necessity of knowing the Spirit better and for making greater room for Him, of entering into the blessedness more of communion with Him. It is important that our acquaintance with the Spirit should grow. You will remember how the Lord Jesus brought in the word in the way of solace and comfort to hearts that were disconcerted as they contemplated being bereft of His presence, He said He would send another Comforter. He referred to Him as One whom the world neither knows nor sees, but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you, John 14: 17. The Spirit is thus a Person to be known and to be acquainted with as taking the place of Christ here in the assembly at the present moment, Christ having died out of this world and gone into heaven at the right hand of God. 

    We have been engaged with the glory of Christ and it would be obvious to the most of us that if we are to become greater lovers of Christ and to grow and develop in our apprehension and appreciation of Him we must necessarily make greater room for the Spirit. It is a wonderful thing to take account of Him, so near to us, indeed He is with us in a way that no other one could be in this world, having first-hand knowledge of our minds and hearts and all that is within us, our bodies being His temple, His shrine. What great thoughts these are, dear brethren! With what dignity we should take account of ourselves as thus indwelt by the Spirit, as James 4: 5 refers to Him as taking up His abode within us. Think of that, a divine Person, co-equal with the Father and the Son, taking up His abode in believers, in persons like you and me, young and old. What a sober and yet what a glorious matter that is, and therefore we need to be conscious of His presence, we need to know the blessedness of being on easy terms with Him, of having Him with us and in us in an ungrieved manner and way. How many things we allow perhaps unjudged that grieve Him in His sensitiveness, but which He would help us to take account of and to judge and to set aside in our hearts, that we might have Him in an ungrieved way. He becomes a Friend, as we often allude to Him, without compare in the path that we are treading at the moment through the wilderness with a view to meeting Christ. He is a real Person, young brother and sister, to be known and to be loved and to be communed with, and the measure of our development spiritually and our growth in relation to Christ, the measure of our spirituality, flows out of the measure in which we make room for Him at every turn of our path. He knows all about us, He knows our make-up, He knows our tendencies and our proclivities, but He is with us and in us to work out as He can, the great divine Agent for all subjective operations in this present dispensation. He can work out despite the adverse circumstances in you and me, our pride naturally, our independence, our wilfulness, it may be. He can work out as way and room is made and left for Him, the great wonderful operations that in their consummation will have us completely conformed to Christ in glory. 

    So I began with Numbers 21, where, as a result of the administration of Christ, the Spirit is brought on to our view typically in the well, as a great resource for the believer in the path that in life leads right into the inheritance, into the choiceness of that realm where all is of God in Christ and which God has marked out for those that are the subjects of the counsels of His love before the world was. What a resource the Spirit is in the well, as typified in its springing up as is contemplated, over against the dark background of Numbers. The Spirit is viewed in Numbers 21 in the light of the antitype in Romans 8, as the great resource of the believer, as becoming all to the believer until he reaches Christ in relation to Colossians where Christ is everything and in all. But it is a wonderful thing to take account of this fact in the light of Romans 8 and Numbers 21 in the type, that the Spirit is to be everything to us until we reach that point - not that He leaves us there, for we shall always need the Spirit, not only now but through all eternity we shall know the blessedness of His indwelling as no other family will in the same manner and degree. Numbers has in mind this great resource coming to light over against the dark background of the eruptions of the flesh. The book of Numbers opens to our view the vastness of divine resource, that in a world that is arid and devoid of resource for the believer. God can furnish that which is adequate to carry him through and maintain him in the most adversative circumstances. But despite the manifestation of divine provision we have to learn, as it is important we should learn, the incorrigible nature and character of the flesh. It is a bitter lesson but it is a necessary lesson and an important lesson to learn. Over against divine interventions, over against the shining of the glory definitely marking out where God is in His sovereign dispositions, in His sovereign selections, we have in the midst of it all how the flesh in its incorrigible nature erupts to challenge and question the rights of the God, who in the wealth and abundance of the grace that wrought in our deliverance from Egypt and the power of Pharaoh, has brought us to Himself. What a God we find in the desert, in the wilderness, over against the flesh and its breaking out, and the marvellous thing in Numbers is that it breaks out and erupts in great and small, in brothers and sisters, in princes, yes - and I speak soberly and guardedly - in the great man Moses. We are reminded thus that we can look for nothing from the flesh, we have to come to it in our souls experimentally that the flesh is enmity against God. You cannot change it, you cannot improve it, it is incorrigible, unchangeable. Yet in the midst of all that in this book you get the bright rays of Nazarite devotion, of princely dedication and wealth attached thereto, augmenting the great system in which God is known as in the antitype in the assembly, and in the great thoughts that come out later in the book in the bread of Gods offering and the like. God reminding us, dear brethren, that we must go on despite the adversative circumstances, showing us what God can do despite the circumstances, despite the incorrigibility of the flesh. But we have to come to it in the light of deliverance in Romans that we are not only delivered from the world as in Romans 6, viewed as a sin system out of which Christ has died, we are not only delivered from the law as referred to in Romans 7, but we are to know the blessedness of deliverance from that incorrigible state that is linked with the flesh, so that the believer, according to the truth of the glad tidings, as he reaches deliverance in Romans 8, is able to take account of himself as no longer in the flesh but in the Spirit, as Gods Spirit dwells in him or her. How wonderful that is, and Numbers 21 has in mind that, prefaced by the great thought of the brazen serpent, Gods judicial dealing with the flesh, the only thing He could do with it was to condemn it. It is difficult to come to, for we hang on to it and we do not dissociate ourselves from it as we should, and bitterness and murmuring and complaining all result in disaster. We murmur with Gods choice, where He has put us and where He has placed us; we murmur about the provisions He has made in such wonderful grace, we may quarrel with His sovereignty in relation to a Moses and an Aaron, as is evidenced in the great band of Korah, and we are found in these circumstances not any different from Israel, we may say, for these experiences are very real, and we are to learn from them the incorrigible nature of the flesh. We know not where the flesh may erupt next if room is made for it, if way is allowed for it, but God wants to fasten our attention on the lawgiver and as I might speak of Him, the Lord Jesus Christ wants to fasten our attention on this great matter of the well, that we are to see the advantage of having the Spirit, that the Spirit is going to be everything to us, that what the flesh was in us as the source and seat of murmuring, complaining and discontent and finding fault with God and with His provisions, the Spirit is to become to us as the Source and seat of all that is pleasing to God and all that is helpful morally and spiritually to ourselves. 

    So in the brazen serpent, we need to learn, as feeling the bite, what sin is in the flesh, from this viewpoint. We need to feel it and to look, and get a view of the cross, get a view of the Son of Man lifted up, and see Gods judicial dealing with this state out of which came murmuring, rebellion and discontent. God would show us how He has met it. Oh! the sufferings of Christ, dear brethren, do they not touch our souls? These difficulties that break out in our localities, these discontented conditions, and murmurings and rebellion, they come up from time to time. What do they spring from? They spring from that state that God could only deal judicially with, and He dealt with it in His Son. Think of it! Think of what it meant to God! We are to be affected by that. The result is that at the word of the lawgiver the well is digged, as if through the wonderful administration of Christ in the supreme place of authority as bringing to bear upon us the supremacy of the will of God - in that very place where that is known and enjoyed in our souls there is to be this wonderful provision, as it says, Israel sang this song, Rise up, well! sing unto it: Well which princes digged, which the nobles of the people hollowed out at the word of the lawgiver, with their staves. That is, the Spirit now comes on to our view in type in the well and in actuality in Romans 8, as the great Resource that is to lead us forward in this pathway that lies ahead, leading across the Jordan, right into the inheritance, for it is not in mind that we should stay in Romans and the scene which Romans contemplates. It is in mind that we should go on to the great thoughts of God, to what He has for us in relation to Christ and the assembly, and the wonderful thoughts according to what was in the divine mind before the world was. He wants us to move into them and the Spirit is given, and from this point onwards - I am going over old ground but the younger ones need to be reminded of it - from here on there is no mention of the tabernacle, and the cloud is not referred to as it has been referred to before. So that as we have in Romans 8 we get the leadership of the Spirit. The believer now has a great Leader by which he is led subjectively in this path of life, in which he is to know no death. What a path it is! For the first time they acquired territory, as you will notice later in this chapter. Israel took all these cities. Immediately the Spirit comes on to our view in this way, in this light, in type in the well, and in the antitype in Romans 8, we have territory acquired, not permanent territory, as we have had pointed out, but provisional territory, in which we are to live for the moment in view of passing over. So that Israel took cities. They had never taken them before, but it shows the great resourcefulness that is linked with the presence of the Spirit and His leadings in this relation. So it says in Romans 8, as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father (verse 14, 15). Think of that territory, dear brethren, as soon as the leading of the Spirit is referred to we get that choice bit of territory referred to on the wilderness side of the Jordan, yet in actuality belonging to the other side of the Jordan, so that the believer moves into it, the known and blessed relation of God as Father, Abba, Father. Think of the benefit and gain of the Spirit thus known. Instead of waiting to come to the meeting to get a little spurt and a start - thank God we do - we come to know a sure resource of sustained help and support all the way through. The tabernacle led before, and the cloud, the divine presence, as we have had it in these meetings, leading, but then we go back to our localities and are we going to get down, are we going to get under circumstances, under the weather, in our localities, or are we to go back in the conscious gain and knowledge of the Spirits leading, His great subjective power and resource by which we are sustained in freshness, in strength and power to complete the wilderness way? 

    Now I come to Esther and I want to refer to this expression, the custody of Hegai. It is a beautiful touch, dear brethren, it is one of those gems that are hidden in the many settings that we have in the Old Testament. Custody, as you know, brings up the thought of care and protection. I would say, 

    dear brethren, we are only safe from this viewpoint as in the hands of the Spirit. We are sure to come to disaster if we get out of the hand of the Spirit. We never read of Vashti being in the custody of Hegai, and the result was that Vashti came to disaster, as we all will come to disaster. The great preservative from the exercise of our own wills and our own minds in the holy realm of Gods supremacy as is contemplated indirectly in this book, in the great kingdom that is displayed in the wealth of it, the only safety is in being in the hands of the Spirit. What will the Spirit not do? What did not Hegai do for Esther? She pleased him and he gave her the best and he gave her everything she required, and I might also perhaps suggest, more than she required. And oh, what the believer becomes to divine Persons, whether we view the spirit of Christ in Mordecai operating in the advancing of Esther into the wonderful favour into which she is advanced as in association with the king, or whether it be the custody of Hegai. We need to know the custody of Hegai in a world where so much is made of human strength and human resource and human ability, we need to know what it is to be under the hand of Mordecai, typifying the spirit of Christ among the brethren that would put us into the position of most advantage, the custody of the Spirit. Young brothers and sisters, what a thing it is to get into the custody of Hegai, what possibilities, what advantages! Think of how Esther advanced! The marital relation comes on to our view in this book, she is advanced to the position of the queen, royalty. Think of the regality thus linked with the position, think of what the Lord would do for us, think of what the Spirit would do for us, as we come under His protective interest and care, watching over us with these various spices given, so that we should grow and develop in the spirit of Christ, which would be in mind. Think of the unselfishness of Mordecai. 

    I would challenge our localities, dear brethren, as to whether the spirit of Mordecai is in them. We may speak about the young people and how they act and where they go, the tendency to drift into the world, but where is the spirit of Mordecai in our localities that will take on the Esthers and hand them over to the custody of Hegai? You may want to put them to the universities, you may want to put them in the best position they can get in the world, and they may be perhaps permanently crippled and damaged for the assembly. They have to be educated, and they have to learn so as to make their way, especially in these days when we have to know what it is to be kept clear and free of unholy associations, but let the prime thought in our minds be in regard to our children and our young people how they will advance in spiritual greatness. What does it matter if they reach a place of advantage and power in the world if they are permanently crippled for the assembly, spoiled for God and for Christ by the god of this world? Surely not, dear brethren! We would have the best thoughts in mind for our children and for our young people. Think of Jacob as we were alluding to it the other day, when he comes to Dan in Genesis 49 - he goes over the features of the different members, he is not sparing, he does not issue plaudits or say wonderful things about them that are not true, he faithfully goes over the ground, pointing out how their tendencies and their propensities to evil and their addiction in certain relations to evil, he faithfully faces it in his house, and when he comes down to Dan, what does he do? His heart turns to God, as if when he comes to Dan he virtually says, Well, my only hope, my only resource is God, I wait for thy salvation, O Jehovah, Genesis 49: 18. Think of the priestly turning of that heart to God! Jacob, who had spent the best years of his life making money and getting every advantage there in Padan-Aram, 

    but now recovered and looking out upon the great potentialities for the testimony, the great thought of Gods number, the twelve, when he comes to Dan he does not know what way things will turn out with Dan, but he says, I wait for thy salvation, O Jehovah. We need to have that spirit, dear brethren, priestly power with God in relation to the preservation of what is necessary to carry on the testimony and complete Gods number. 

    So that Esther is committed to the custody of Hegai, it says, keeper of the women, and it says, the maiden pleased him. I wonder, dear brother and sister, if we please the Spirit. We speak of pleasing God and pleasing Christ, but do we please the Spirit? When we go down into the world and have to do with things in it, young brother, young sister, when we go to the store, to the shop, do we allow our eyes to drift on to things that defile us, that impart impressions to us that incite the passions and impulses of the flesh. That would not be pleasing to the Spirit of God, pleasing to Hegai. Oh, the advantage of being in the custody of the Spirit, in the care and protection of the Spirit! He will be everything to us that we need until we completely get out of the wilderness where Christ is everything and in all. It says, he removed her and her maids to the best place. Young people, you want to get on, we all want to get on, I want to get on and you want to get on. What is the best way? is the common question asked. To get on spiritually, I say humbly and soberly, let yourself be given into the hands of the Spirit, let yourself be given into the custody of Hegai, who will do the best for you in concert with Mordecai. Mordecai is watching over the whole matter. The spirit of Christ among the people of God is watching over this matter, and the holy consort is very interesting between Mordecai and Hegai. It says, Mordecai walked every day before the court of the womens house, to know how Esther did, and what should become of her. What about that in our localities, dear brethren? Are we day by day watching over the nurturing and care and development of this great feature of the work of God, as I may refer to it, in Esther, that is to come into the testimony at the crucial moment and work out for the salvation of the people of God over against the terrible spirit of the rival to Christ, Haman, who is always with us as long as we are here, seeking to, as it were, set down all that is of God and of Christ? What need there is for the spirit of Mordecai, so that we as believers should be kept in relation to Hegai and the custody of Hegai. 

    Now just a finishing word, dear brethren, as to the oath of Abraham. We see in this chapter in the type the whole Godhead, all the Trinity, are engaged with the prime importance of the Spirit as it bears upon believers, as it bears upon the assembly. So it is very affecting to one that this oath should enter as it does into Genesis 24 in relation to the matter of the servant going forth to secure Rebecca for Isaac. It is no ordinary matter, dear brethren, that the Spirit has come from on high, sent from heaven. Divine faithfulness enters into it, divine pledge enters into it. The oath is to bring out in the parental setting here divine committal to the whole matter, and it involves in the working out of the chapter that we should be ready to yield the Spirit what is justly His due, to make full room for Him as He would take us out of things here, detach us from all that is material and all that is natural in its influence upon us but hindering, to conduct us to Christ so as to be the joy of the heart of Christ in the testimonial setting which is viewed in type in the end of the chapter. Think of this matter, as it says in verse 6, Beware that thou bring not my son thither again. Jehovah the God of the heavens, who took me out of my fathers house, and out of the land of my nativity, and who has sworn to me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land - he will send his angel before thee, that thou mayest take a wife for my son thence. And if the woman be not willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be quit of this my oath: only, bring not my son thither again. You see, it is the emphasis on the heavenly position, that we cannot bring Christ into things here. If we are going to reach Christ in the light of Isaac we must reach Him in His own realm officially as He is the heavenly Man, and be united to Him there. Are we prepared to go? You have a good business, a nice family, you do not want to leave, they are your life; it may be, all your attention focussed on them. Think of the divine oath lying behind this great matter, that the Spirit should come into this wonderful position in the type, to lead us out of all these things into the blessed attachment to Christ, indeed union with Christ, that the end of the chapter contemplates. 

    May God help us to see the value of the Spirit and to make greater room for Him and to know the joy of communion with Him all through the desert path until we reach Christ and see Him face to face in glory, for His names sake. 
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    READINGS ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER (2) (JT 54)

    Esther 3:1 - 15

    JTIt seems as if we should return a little to the first chapter and also enlarge on the second chapter so as to have clearly in our minds what the book is opening up; that is, the first in Vashti and what she represents actively in our times and then the second as to the qualities that show themselves in Esther to bring in the subjective side of the truth which is to be worked out in the truth of the assembly. We looked a little this morning at the State churches and all that resulted in the history of the four monarchies so the feminine side is seen fully developed in the book of Revelation  how it comes in for divine judgment. Its description as given in that book shows how it merits unmitigated divine judgment. The idea of the feminine in relation to the ruler is seen illustratively, at least, in Nehemiah, who tells us that when he was making supplication to the king to send him to Judaea to build Jerusalem, the queen was sitting by, evidently in sympathy. The writer of the Psalms (which always open up what is worked out in the Pentateuch) tells of the queen in gold of Ophir sitting on the right of the king (Psalm 45), showing the divine thought for Israel. This was reflected in the Babylonish feature of the four monarchies and then in the Persian. Thus there is the queen mother in relation to Belshazzar  not the queen sitting by now as with Nehemiah  but the queen in sympathy with what God is doing at that time, and then in our own times in the Romish empire as linked with Christianity. It assumes great importance in the four monarchies in that it comes into Christianity and has had to do with Christ as putting Him to death and putting His servants to death in the ten persecutions. Pilates wife enters into that side  have thou nothing to do with that righteous man. That is the feminine side as we had this morning. And what deterioration set in in the history of the empire as Christianity followed Judaism. As it lost its place the assembly came into view and how quickly it deteriorated into that which is called Babylon in a feminine way. As the empire took over Christianity in the history of the assembly from the second century it shows how the feminine side influenced the ruling side. The ruling side is subservient to the female, to the subjective side and all that is seen in relation to the Reformation  where Rome claiming to be in sympathy with Christ, sat a queen and was no widow and so to her own sorrow becomes drunk with the blood of the saints. Terrible deterioration and wickedness! And so it stands out as before God as one of the most remarkable influences that ever existed below and shown so by God in the book of Revelation. I think what is before us is as to whether we understand the feminine side in relation to the ruling powers now, and what gives it existence and whether it is not shown in its public character at the present time as influencing the ruling powers. And whether as we see this influence we see our judgment judged upon it; whether it is not worked out in ourselves in true feminine qualities answering to Christ. 

    LESWould there be a correspondence in Thyatira, Sardis and Laodicea in relation to Vashti and true feminine features in Philadelphia? 

    JTQuite so. The Lord says, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee (Revelation 3:9). He loves to show that she is worthy of His affection. 

    JDWhat would be involved in verses 19 and 20 of Esther 2? Would it suggest a certain relationship kept until the time comes to make it known? 

    JTQuite so. There is a group of circumstances that should be observed. What has been said about Vashti is to make clear in our minds the necessity for the judgment of God and thus the making way for the qualities of Esther. Then this matter of the second gathering of the virgins in verse 19 seems to allude to some change in the kings attitude. A second gathering of the virgins  why should there be that if he had already settled on a queen? And then is brought in the circumstance of the attempted assassination of the king bringing Mordecai in due time into immense position of advantage. It would seem as if the matter was settled in regard of Esther as stated in verse 18. And the king made a great feast to all his princes and his servants, Esthers feast; and he made a release to the provinces, and gave presents according to the kings bounty. The matter seemed to be settled and Esthers position fixed. Well then, why another gathering of the virgins and why should the attempted assassination of the king be mentioned? Is it not for further consideration? Why are other virgins gathered if there is no weakening in the kings affections? But it is all checked by God by the introduction of the attempted assassination bringing Mordecai under the attention of the king. God brings this in here to be used later. In the meantime with this other set of virgins nothing happens and Esther comes through and Mordecai comes through and the mind of God comes through and the fickleness of the king is just left. 

    JDIt is the point that God takes to bring Mordecai into evidence. 

    JTGod had that in mind. He is laying the basis for further developments in view of the devil. We are not ignorant of what the devil is going to do. 

    FRWhat is the present bearing of the selection of Esther? 

    JTIt is just a great fact in the plan of the book. Such a thing happened. The feminine thought is going over into the Gentile monarchies. Vashti is to be replaced. She has proved herself disqualified because of disobedience. That is the first thought with humanity. Eve listened to the devil without enquiring of her husband  she was in the transgression  God never forgot that. And He states at that point that Adam should rule over her. She is not safe without rule  the ruling side in Adam. She is not safe, she proves herself as exposed to the devil. And this runs down. She has had her place with the Jew  Gods spouse and with the Gentile monarchies she has also had her place. She has her place in the queen mother in Babylon  the queen in the Medo-Persian kingdom when Nehemiah wanted to build Jerusalem. She played her part there as sitting by the monarch and assisting him rightly. But Vashti is not doing that. You say, She is not so bad. But the point is she rebelled and refused to hear what the king said in his own territory. 

    CHHIs the second gathering of the virgins like the proving of the matter, as it was at Corinth? 

    JTWhy the second gathering? The assassination is brought in to becloud it. You never hear of it again. If it had gone through what would have become of Esther and Mordecai? But it did not go though. Incidents happened to check it as at Corinth. 

    JDThe position of the man and the woman comes out here in Esther and Mordecai. She is already showing feminine qualities  Mordecai tells her of the incident and she relates it to the king in Mordecais name. She gives the man his place. 

    JTSo we should look carefully into chapter 2 to see the qualities of the accepted one  of the second Jobs wife is just left  we cannot say what her history was eventually. The daughters of the first family are destroyed and there is not evidence of a second wife in the book of Job. But here no children are mentioned  it is the wife in this book. I think we have seen how Vashti, in type, has worked out in the book of Revelation  supreme wickedness  Rome, Babylon  the smoke of her burning ascends for ever and ever. So that now the second chapter assumes great importance as bringing in the second. There are such qualities there. She was an orphan and Mordecai had brought her up, and thus she gradually comes into her place and shows subjection immediately  she is content with what is provided for her by Hegai. 

    LESThe present activities of the Spirit in prophetic ministry all enter into it. All that comes into Esthers position corresponding to Hegais kindness to her. 

    JTSo there is much said in this chapter that needs attention. It opens up remarkably that in Esther qualities are developed in the presence of Vashtis qualities seen fully blown in Revelation and in power today. In the time of Constantine already the mystery of iniquity had begun to work and thus in the time of the Reformation we have a number of persons instituting a state church. And that idea has held in Europe  it is this great thing called Babylon and stands as representing the feminine side regarding the four monarchies  especially the fourth monarchy which comes through to the end. There are other women linked with it; they are called harlots. Babylon is the mother of harlots  there are others. The Anglican system is an apt illustration of a State church. Even in Scotland and Russia and Greece, all through Europe  the idea of the State church is held and in the Americas, too, the outgoings of Europe. It is not so prominent perhaps in the Americas but it exists, the politicians allude to the church  make room for the church. It is the woman  that is the idea. 

    CBAs applying this to us Vashtis features are to give place to the second  the heavenly features as acceptable to Christ. 

    JTThat is what we are saying. Esther features are developed in the presence of all that has been described. It is the working out of the truth of the assembly. We have both features in Revelation  the heavenly city and Babylon. 

    CHHAs Esther keeps her proper place, is that the power for dealing with evil regardless of how evil it is? 

    JTWe shall see in that way how Esther comes though. In the meantime there are qualities with her that are known. Hegai, keeper of the women, knows them  he discerns them. And so it says, There was in Shushan the fortress a certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjaminite, who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captives who had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. And he brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther. It is like, Who also is Paul, a change of name  no doubt having the meaning of the word Esther in mind. And he brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncles daughter; for she had neither father nor mother  and the maiden was fair and beautiful  and when her father and mother were dead, Mordecai took her for his own daughter. These are beautiful thoughts  you would like to qualify them in the presence of all we have been speaking of. And it came to pass when the kings commandment and his decree was heard, and when many maidens were gathered together unto Shushan the fortress, unto the custody of Hegai, that Esther also was brought into the kings house, unto the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women. And the maiden pleased him, and obtained favour before him. She had qualities. 

    JDIt is like Joseph in the Egyptian prison  what moral qualities were there. So Esthers qualities shine in the position in which she is set. 

    JTAnd the persons who have charge of her promote her. They discern those qualities. Something or someone somewhere will be in sympathy with those qualities, and have sympathetic feeling which God has put there. 

    CBIt says of the Lord that He advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men (Luke 2:52). 

    JTThose are feminine qualities  the principle of subjection, no evidence of self-will. Hegai discerns that at once. And it says, And the maiden pleased him, and obtained favour before him; and he speedily gave her her things for purification. It is the increase of femininity, as with Rebekah and Abigail. And when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, came to go in to the king, she required nothing but what Hegai the kings chamberlain, keeper of the women, appointed. That is she was subject. 

    LESThe loss of her father and mother would be to her advantage. 

    JTThat is worked out. To be orphans is one thing. Not to be left orphans is another. 

    QuesWhat would Mordecai represent in this? 

    JTJust an element  he works out as a type of Christ later on. In the meantime he is just a person who has great care for another person. He was devoted to Esther. And Mordecai walked every day before the court of the womens house, to know how Esther did, and what should become of her. It is the principle of care. 

    LESWould this enter somewhat into the care of the assembly? 

    JTQuite so. It is like the care meeting. The word care is a good word. It shows unselfishness on the part of the brethren that they will sit up for hours to look after the affairs of the assembly in the town. 

    RHWould these features work out in the exercises of the local assembly and come to the attention of the authorities later? 

    JTThat is what happened with Mordecai. He is found in the kings gate. It is the idea of administration. The qualities of the people of God are in view that they are qualities to be brought to the attention of the rulers. In our day the qualities are coming before the authorities. They may hate us but someone among them will not. 

    LESIn Acts 25 and 26 you get the apostle as setting forth these qualities before the authorities. 

    JTWhat beautiful qualities before Agrippa and before all of them. Exemplary indeed! Take Barnabas and Paul as they go to Cyprus and one Bar-jesus would have turned the ruler away from the faith but what came out was that Bar-jesus was dealt with, struck with blindness for a season  the Jews position today. But Saul, who also is Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixing his eyes upon him, said, O full of all deceit and all craft: son of the devil, enemy of all righteousness. And so the governor himself becomes amazed at the teaching of the Lord. So that the male side came into evidence there and it is there that his name is changed. Who also is Paul. Here that is Esther. And so that is how the matter stands  Paul comes into contact with the leading man and there is a chance to bring out his qualities. There is a witness to the qualities of the assembly today. It is a very great matter that the governors should see our qualities. 

    JCIs the book of Esther the determined effort of the devil to influence government to destroy all that is of God and for God on the earth? 

    JTNot simply the brethren or those in fellowship, but all that is of God. The devil has no small thought against us. Every product of God in Christendom is in mind in this book, even those not in fellowship get the work of God  the devil is against them. 

    CBAll this indicates their worth as seen in Gods house. 

    JTWhy not? Destroy not him for whom Christ died. It shows how valuable the brother is even though a Presbyterian. And so with the ruler there will always be such like Pilates wife and like Pharaohs daughter who did not turn against the children of Israel for she took up one of them that was weeping. 

    JDIn the governmental ways of God Mordecai is in the gate when the kings chamberlains, those that kept the threshold, those who looked after the interests of the king supposedly, were planning to kill him. All this is to bring forward Mordecai and Esther. 

    JTSo someone will say, Well, I know these men, why imprison them? Someone will be there  many will not say it, but someone will say it  Why imprison them? Mordecai is put down in the Chronicles and one night the king cannot sleep so he has that book read to him and it saves Esther and Mordecai, and the Jews. 

    JDVerse 23 says, And it was written in the book of the chronicles before the king. It was there waiting Gods time. 

    JTGod saw the devil working in Haman and also in the gathering of the virgins a second time  whether for another queen we do not know. But Haman is there and God is preparing to defeat him. And someone is going to be used to defeat the devil and save the brethren. 

    RHWould we not be justified then in using the governments records of a certain period showing those known as brethren? 

    JTWhy should we not tell people who we are? And these young men who have a conscience are in fellowship with people like that. 

    LESDoes Esther show the children of God over against the children of the devil  the generative idea? Here it is Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite  a descendant of Esau. 

    PBWould Sardis represent Vashti and the overcomer in Sardis who is promised white garments  would that represent Esther here, as being prepared by the oil of myrrh and spices? 

    JTIt is a question of quality in those assemblies. Every assembly has had its day, beginning with Ephesus, Sardis has had its day, Pergamos, too, I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan is; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith (Revelation 2:10). And then there is something of Thyatira and then certainly Philadelphia had its day. The whole idea of the assembly is to be seen there. I have loved thee. That they ... shall know. (Revelation 3:9). You say, What does it matter whether they know or not? But it does matter. The Lord says, That they shall know. 

    CHHWould the oil of myrrh and spices as being prepared for service link with John 2  the full water pots  as necessary for the kind of service we are going on to now? 

    JTIt shows the need for filling us  preparation for the heart of Christ  that we might be to Another. 

    JFWhat would be seen in Esther finding favour and then requiring nothing but what she is appointed? 

    JTIf you are subject to the Spirit of God you do not want anything more than the Spirit provides. You may use gifts  but gifts are by the Spirit. 

    LESYou see here that God not only overrules but orders certain circumstances in the history of the testimony in order to bring out the characteristic features of His own work, as the third chapter would show. 

    JTGod takes the feminine to meet current evil  the kind of evil that we have to do with now. So that chapter 3 brings out Haman, we are not told anything about him before. But we have his generations here. After these things king Ahasuerus promoted Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him. The ruling power is now not against the devil. But God is taking charge of His interests, although not in evidence. The incident of the attempted assassination is one incident that God is using for the preservation of His interests at a later date. 

    JDJust before going on to that I would like a word on the end of the second chapter. And the matter was investigated and found out. It is an excellent thing to find things out. 

    JTThat is what the care meeting is for. 

    JDI think sometimes in a matter of evil we do not trouble to find out because it means a little exercise to go into the matter. But here it is a divine principle in these matters to find it out. I just wanted you to mention that as a principle of care. 

    JTAnd when the time came for it to be brought out this investigation showed the thing as it stood. The king enquired as to what had been done for Mordecai. And the king said, What honour and dignity has been done to Mordecai for this? And the kings servants that attended upon him said, Nothing has been done for him. How did they know? They were on the right side. These are things we can look for  they knew. Nothing has been done for him. I thought well to bring that in here to show how God brings such to light, and how the servants knew and are ready with the answer to the kings question. Why had not the thing passed out of their minds? Pharaohs butler did not remember Joseph. He forgot Joseph. But these men do not forget. We can count on God looking after the matter in this way. 

    APWhat is the point in Mordecais refusal to bow to Haman? 

    JTThat brings up the whole point of what the devil is doing in the position. Vashti has been supplanted by Esther. That is an attested matter. And the king made a great feast to all his princes and his servants, Esthers feast (Esther 2:18). So there is full recognition in the realm that she is queen. Now what will the devil do? This second gathering of the virgins was another move  but there is not much in that now. Just an item for us to notice. Then Esther had not made herself known or her birth known. She is still under the orders of Mordecai, maintaining her place in subjection to him. That was her salvation. Esther, as Mordecai had charged her, had not yet made known her birth nor her people; for Esther did what Mordecai told her, like as when she was brought up with him. A very good principle. She retained her simplicity. So the devil is going to be checked and nullified. Further we have Hamans genealogy given in the beginning of chapter 3 and it says And all the kings servants that were in the kings gate bowed and did Haman reverence, for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence. Then the kings servants who were in the kings gate, said to Mordecai, Why trangressest thou the kings commandment? And it came to pass as they spoke daily to him, and he hearkened not to them, that they informed Haman, to see whether Mordecais matters would stand; for he had told them that he was a Jew. Well, there it is, the lines are drawn now. Is Mordecai equal to this matter? So the succeeding chapters show how evil is broken down and right triumphs through Esther and Mordecai. But we should further notice the character of the evil and what it is in such circumstances. And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, Haman was full of fury. But he scorned to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had made known to him the people of Mordecai; therefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were in all the kingdom of Ahasuerus  the people of Mordecai. So that we now have the people of Mordecai, the real seed, the wholly right seed. Because a converted man is a converted man  the work of God is there  the seed is there. For the seed is the work of God. 

    CHHDo we get the full thought of it in the last chapter of Esther  Speaking peace to all his seed? 

    JTQuite so  Mordecai comes out as the full type later. But here it is the seed  Mordecais people. But he scorned to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had made known to him the people of Mordecai; therefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were in all the kingdom of Ahasuerus  the people of Mordecai. 

    PBWould the full climax of this be in Revelation 13 and 14 where the two beasts come up and the second beast exercises authority over all and then there are the hundred and forty-four thousand on mount Zion standing with the Lamb as having overcome the devil? 

    JTHe is the wicked one. He represents this Haman character only that this is the Amalekite  God had declared war with Amalek from generation to generation. It is a question of applying this to ourselves and that we see that those coming into fellowship come in according to God  obeying the word of the Lord. 

    CBWhy are these generations stressed so in this book? 

    JTPaul calls Bar-jesus  a child of the devil, enemy of all righteousness. 

    LESIs it over against the true seed  the Jews? 

    JTThe devils agent is against that here. Mordecai and the devils agent  the battle is drawn. So that we watch and see how it works out. And thus look around and see what is going on and call things by their proper names and take sides with what is right in whomsoever it is found. 

    FRAll this requires discernment for what is with the testimony today may not be tomorrow. 

    JTThe king is very fickle but God can turn around whom He pleases. He may not be openly identified with His people but He is with them in Spirit. 

    JDWhat is the meaning of Esther 3:7? 

    JTIn the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman for each day and for each month, to the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar. This is going to come up again. It is history, spiritual history. This is going to be fixed by and by. These things are methodically written. The lot was cast in the month Nisan and every day until the month Adar. Well, it is covering a good bit of time this matter. Haman is looking into the matter systematically. The devil has shone in the past few years in methodical calculation of matters  he is extremely skilful  but God turns the tables against him. You wonder at how successful they were. It was successful. And Haman said to king Ahasuerus, There is a people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from those of every people, and they keep not the kings laws; and it is not for the kings profit to suffer them. Well, that is just the way it is, if fully known. If the world only knew what we have in our minds! They do not know. God keeps it. But presently it will come to light. So Haman here is telling the king about these people and we have to watch for men doing that. Whether with parliaments and their cabinets we have to maintain an attitude of subjection and faith in God  that will be our salvation. But their minds may be affected. Ahasuerus was affected here and came over to the side of the devil. Haman says to him, There is a people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from those of every people, and they keep not the kings laws. Well, there the evil is seen and how successful it is. The king is listening to it. If it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those that have charge of the affairs, to bring it into the kings treasuries. And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it to Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the Jews enemy. And the king said to Haman, The silver is given to thee, the people also, to do with them as seems good to thee. The king takes his advice. He is on the side of the devil now. He has turned about face. It is a dark hour! 

    LESBut did not Haman say what was not right? They keep not the kings laws. That is not true. 

    JTYou can well understand that when people are against Gods people they tell lies. There is nothing for them but to tell lies. What did he know about their laws? Had he read Moses? 

    AHHow would this affect us in the prayer meeting? 

    JTI suppose the brethren here pray for the authorities. They give thanks for the benign attitude of the government so that as far as I know this matter comes into the prayer meetings of the brethren everywhere. It is the secret of the change that has come about. Because the uprising we are dealing with is in principle the man of sin  the time is ripening for it. But God is pleased to intervene and prolong the position as we have it, I believe chiefly in answer to the prayers of the saints. 

    CHHThis is an excellent principle seen with Mordecai. He says that he is a Jew. Like Josephs brethren they said they were shepherds regardless of being despised by the Egyptians. 

    JTIt is noticeable there, too, that Pharaoh does not despise them, so that sometimes you see a move in favour of what is right and this is our salvation. We are to count on that. God answers our prayers in establishing such men. It is for us to look for that. Just as later another kings daughter saved the one of Jehovahs choice. 

    FRGod raised up another king that knew not Joseph. 

    JTBut his daughter saved Moses  that was of God. 

    TDMordecai is not affected by Hamans attitude. He had light as to the end of the Amalekite. 

    JTBefore the truth of fellowship came up, at the time of the reformation  four hundred years ago  the martyrs suffered. The Mordecais stood for the truth and died for the truth. That is the kind of thing. 

    RHMordecai was not only a Jew but he maintained a good conscience individually. 

    JTHaman is not satisfied with the individual thought. Moses killed one Egyptian. It took a long time, but all the others were killed in the Red Sea. Haman was not concerned with one man but wanted his people destroyed. And he must have been a very wealthy man. He would give ten thousand talents of silver. 

    LESThat would be equivalent to twenty million dollars. 

    JTThat is quite interesting. 

    AHWhat these matters bring to light is that we know the assembly is precious to the heart of Christ. Mordecai speaks to Esther the queen in regard of the decree. 

    JTThat will come out in the next chapter. It is well now to see the character of evil, how Satan uses this man. At the time of the reformation there was a very wealthy man, Thomas Cromwell. At a time like this Satan brings out his man. Well, God meets that  he takes such as Mordecai out of the hands of the devil and sets him up in His own kingdom. 

    JDIt is marvellous the methodical way the devil goes into these matters as already pointed out from verse 7. God uses accuracy and method and so does Satan. In verse 13 there is accuracy again  you wonder at the way the Spirit of God gives us this, as if it is the thought of God governmentally. 

    JTSo it goes on as you say, That the decree might be given in every province, a copy of the writing was published to all peoples, that they should be ready against that day. The couriers went out, being hastened by the kings commandment, and the decree was given in Shushan the fortress. And the king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city of Shushan was in consternation. The devils position is being shaken. It is akin to Acts 4 but there it is Gods support by the shaking. But now the devils machinery is being upset, in the spirit of consternation. This recent uprising has brought into view the spirit of consternation. It can be seen. God has seen to it that it is going to be seen. 

    CBIs the secret of the undoing of this power seen in Esther coming through the six months of purification? 

    JTQuite so. The experience of the terrible thing here that has to be overcome. The Lord will help us to see how she shows forth the spirit of Christ  she puts her life in her hands as we shall see in chapter 4. 

    CBIf one is not prepared to go that far they are not worth saving. 

    JTAny compromise is not worth saving. The lines are drawn and those remarkably show the position of Satan and of what is of Christ. Matthew shows the generations. 

    PBTo destroy, to kill and to cause to perish. 

    JTIt is like our own Acts  there is no mistaking what is meant. And they are to be fully carried out. You are impressed with the character of this  the devil can win and has won and will win again. You are impressed by the ingenuity of the devil. But God is against that. However, we are solemnised at what will happen and be successful. In the meantime God is thwarting it. 

    GRWould that be seen in Esther as prepared to suffer? 

    JTYou see what God is taking is worth taking on. He is not taking on something not worth it. We shall see the qualities of suffering in Mordecai and Esther in the next chapter  the character of Christ in suffering  going the whole way, refusing to compromise. 

    JDIs the consternation in the city in contrast to Haman and the king? 

    JTThe devil would link Haman and the king, but God is working with the populace. God has rights in the city. There is this clique there, but then God has rights that He is not going to let go. God has rights in this country that He is not going to let go. He has His people and He is not going to let them go, either. We shall see that He answers our prayers and at the same time we become priests to God  the real thing. 

    LESSo Paul says, We are not ignorant of his devices. We are fully aware of the subtle workings of the devil. 

    FRWould you say that these sympathies and feelings of the saints are in the circle of the fellowship, as we speak, now? 

    JTIt is what God has in the systems now. Mordecai and Esther were not in Jerusalem or in the temple  but there are certain qualities of God there and He is using them. 

    CHHIn Acts 16 when the devil had done his worst Paul and Silas sing praises  the testimony is unaffected. 

    JTGoing on into Europe and thus we have it now on the Pacific Coast. Thank God for it! The whole truth is opened up and God has His people now even in the Roman Catholic system. The Lord knows them that are His. And at the same time the books of Ezra and Nehemiah bring to light the divine system. But there are others belonging to the Lord as in Mordecai. 

    LESWe have the prophetic word as to this in Haggai and Zechariah. 

    JTDealing with the Jews in this book is dealing with the immense territory called a hundred and twenty-seven provinces  the whole world. Our prayers would be for our brethren of any denomination in those countries in Europe under a power as represented in Haman. Think of our prayers  the priesthood  our prayer meetings  there is no circle like the people of God. We belong to a heavenly system. We have a great Priest over the house of God. I am sure God is carrying through and helping us in the current matter. 

    CBWhy is it previously mentioned as Shushan the fortress and here as the city? 

    JTIt is a capital matter. The city is the idea of administration, the centre of the system, of the fellowship. And the brethren in camps who are suffering are away from the fellowship. It is a great advantage of the devil. These young men are in great danger as separated from the brethren and the fellowship  the thing might go on to their damage. The idea of damage comes into this book. We have to keep our eye on the property of God exposed to the devil. 

    CHHIs it not interesting to see that while Haman is working against the Jews, Ezra and Nehemiah have their part in the testimony? 

    JTOne loves to think of the service of the brethren in relation to what is current, but at the same time there is a great deal of exposure of the most valuable property in our young men being deprived of fellowship. 

  
    GENUINENESS (JT 76)

    Romans 2:28,29; Revelation 3:9; Esther 3:13 - 15; Esther 8:3 - 6; Esther 9:12 - 16

    It is in mind to speak about genuineness. At no time was it more needed than now. I have selected these verses from both Testaments because they speak about the Jews as representing genuineness and how it is worked out in the detecting of evil, and in dealing with it. Evil is on the increase, and it is taking on proportions publicly and nationally which are affecting the Lords people who are genuine. The public course of things is bearing in that direction. The enemy simply cannot bear that there should be those, almost hidden, yet genuine in regard of what is of God; that is, out-and-outers, as we may say. The enemy has watched this for years, and it has become increasingly abhorrent to him. He has moved internationally and nationally to circumvent it, and to this end would dull our consciences so that we are less sensitive and more compromising as to evil. Genuineness and faithfulness as to good and evil will involve suffering. There are the lines, as I see them, dear brethren, on which the enemy is moving. 

    I refer to the book of Esther to show how pronounced was the enmity against the Jew; it took form in the most virulent way in one man. That is the trend today  centralization, leading up to one man  and in time the man who will answer the purpose will appear. So that my word is to call upon the brethren for genuineness as to what we profess, so that we may not lose what we have. I take the verse in Romans to begin with, where the Spirit of God calls attention to those called Jews and shows that they were marked by certain outward things. In the book of Revelation they are spoken of as the synagogue of Satan; that is, they have a distinctive religious or synagogue character, not a temple character, but a synagogue character. The synagogue corresponds with what we call a meeting. A meeting is one of the most generally used words in our vocabulary as Christians, and there are those who take on that thought, but the position they take up belongs to Satan  the synagogue of Satan. One idea relating to the synagogue is that it is a local matter; the temple was the general thought. So that evidently the enemy has taken account of our Gatherings  he does not like them. He does not like the meeting rooms, nor does he like the stress laid on local matters  local responsibility, local privilege. He does not like what is current, and the Lord says, Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee. That is one of the most remarkable undertakings of the Lord and it applies at the present moment; it is a prophetic forecast of the present time. The Lord intends that others should know that He loves the saints, and He loves them in this local way. 

    Now these verses in Romans are very apropos as to what a Jew is, and what he is not. The outward thing is not it  He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither that circumcision which is outward in flesh; but he is a Jew who is so inwardly ... whose praise is not of men, but of God. These verses fit very peculiarly into what I have to say and I press them now. They fit in the teaching of Romans, as if the Spirit of God would lay down in that fundamental book what underlies the lovableness the Lord hints at in Revelation  That they may know that I have loved thee. Professing systems which have now degenerated into a synagogue of Satan are to be compelled to come and worship before the feet of the saints, that they may know, says the Lord, that I have loved thee. Now that is a promise we are to take to our hearts and to use in our prayers. The Lord has particular pleasure in the saints presenting to Him His promises and asking for a fulfilment. But then how is this lovableness effected? It is a question, dear brethren, of being genuine in what we profess. It is to the inwardness of the position that the last verse of Romans 2 refers  He is a Jew who is so inwardly; and circumcision, of the heart, in spirit, not in letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. So that, in making these promises, the Lord approaches believers in this epistle with the thought that there is to be an inwardness, a reality, in believers and that their hearts are to be affected by the circumcision, that it is to be in spirit. I do not speak of the Holy Spirit, but of our own spirits. The word is very much used, and rightly so, but to make the spirit of a meeting of any moral value there must be this kind of circumcision, as the apostle says, of the heart, in spirit. We are to understand how circumcision is to be in spirit, and that will affect the spirit of any company  any number of brethren in so  called meetings. It is a question of the kind of spirit, not simply that we are together happily, but the kind of spirit; that is, circumcision in heart and in spirit. And then there is no thought of praise from men. I know well enough  no doubt all do  how we hanker after that. Whose praise is not of men, but of God  you leave all in regard to recompense and praise with God. Now that is what the Lord has in mind. He says that there are certain who deal in externals and in externals only, and in that way have come under Satans power in a synagogue character. That is what He has in mind  I will cause that they shall come  however many or externally great they may seem  and shall do homage before thy feet. It is such persons that are inwardly affected by the circumcision of Christ as indwelt by the Spirit, whose praise is of God and not of men. The Lord looks on that; He loves that, and He says, I will cause that they ... shall know that I have loved thee. It is persons who are real Jews. 

    Well now, the book of Esther, as we have often said, shows the character of the enmity against the Jew; that is, the real people of God. And I want to work out from this book how the evil that is determined is to be met. Satan is working on a wide scale, much wider than we may realize, and all is converging on the Jews, however many there are. It is not a question of numbers, but of quality - all is converging on the Jew. Let us not be mistaken as to this, dear brethren. The thing is coming nearer and nearer to us, and it is a question whether we are going to face the issue with God and accept the consequences. Our profession of rich ministry and good meetings will all disappear unless there is a facing of the issue at the moment, acceptance of the consequences. 

    The enmity in this book was headed up in the kingdom of the Medes and Persians. You will observe how things were moved one way and another like a weather-vane. The supreme power was affected, either for good or evil, in relation to the Jews. Let us understand the magnitude of the position of the Jews  I mean real Christians  at this time. The book of Esther shows how the balance goes in favour of the good through the influence of real believers. We cannot stress too much the importance of real genuine Christians who are prepared to face the issue and accept the consequences at the present time. The first passage I read in Esther shows how fixed the evil was. The matter was settled; the king had veered to the side of evil and committed himself to Haman. A covenant was made, a weapon formed against the people of God. And the city of Shushan was in consternation. They were perplexed. 

    It is well to have an eye on current events. You will see that as soon as the supreme power is moved and veers towards evil, that peace is taken away, there is disturbance. The truth is being given up, not only by individuals, but by nations at the present time  but the city was in consternation. The king and Haman were in agreement, and they sat down to drink  that was the position  to intoxicate themselves, but the city was in consternation. It is well to have our eyes open to what is current, to what can be seen. 

    Now, having called attention to that, dear brethren, I want to show how the situation was dealt with and to seek to carry our feelings along with the Jews. It is a question of those who are real Jews; those who are so inwardly, those who are circumcised in heart and spirit, whose praise is not of men, but of God. Keep your eye on such. It is not now a time for saying, Prophecy says so-and-so; and, so-and-so is the antichrist. We say these things glibly, and yet may not have much thought as to what is really meant by the word antichrist. We know that antichrist comes  there is not a more solemn thought conceivable than that  but then the Spirit of God says, Even now there are many antichrists (1 John 2:18). So that we should understand and meet the matter in so far as we may. And chapter 4 of this book opens up the way to meet the matter. There is one man who is characteristically the Jew. One of the most interesting men in the whole testimony of God is spoken of here. If you can get one man representing the idea, then you have something to look at. God always gives a lead; there has never been a time when God did not give a lead to His people  but to see it is another matter. Esther was not just ready to see it, and in truth she had not prepared herself. There are many like her; she had not as yet declared her identification with these persecuted people. As far as Haman and Ahasuerus were concerned, the matter was fixed, but the Spirit of God had said, No weapon that is prepared against thee shall prosper, (Isaiah 54:17). We are to reckon on that, dear brethren. There are weapons being formed that I fear we are not aware of, and the enemy has the advantage. What is current, in that way, is a great advantage to him. But Mordecai was the leader; he represents what I am speaking of  genuineness  and he represents a man who is prepared to suffer, not only for himself but for others. Chapter 4 calls us into that; calls us all into it. 

    There is no outward pretension of religiousness with Mordecai, nor, in fact, with the Jews, generally. But I am not speaking of externals. I am speaking of genuineness with brethren; the thing is there and every spiritual person will put a name on it. So there is Mordecai; he goes out to the very midst of the city. His office was there, in the kings gate. He had a distinctive place and he filled it well. But now he goes into the city clothed with sackcloth. When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter cry (Esther 4:1). What a testimony that was! What ridicule, what reproach would be attached to it! That is the point, dear brethren. That is what we evade. One observes, also, a slothfulness to discern evil in the local meetings. Unless we discern the thing while it is yet small, it will become so big that we are surprised at it, and it will make room for the devil. So that if we are to have any power, publicly, we must look to the local conditions. Each must look after himself, of course, 

    and see if he is thinking of the praise of men or the praise of God, and what his ambitions are. I have a little gift, perhaps  what are my ambitions? What have I in view? All this enters into what I am speaking of  that, unless I am a real Jew, exercised by the inward side of the truth, I shall come under the power of the devil. But a real Jew will discern the evil and will face it. One may say that the brethren are slothful about it; what can I do? But what did Mordecai do? He went and clothed himself with sackcloth and uttered that very bitter cry, which he did not conceal, in the very midst of the city of Shushan, and came as far as the kings gate. And then Mordecai said to Esther, Imagine not in thy heart that thou shalt escape Esther 4:13. Nor will you. So that each has to take it to heart. A good lead is effective; Esther is brought thoroughly into it. And then there is another thing we can reckon on, dear brethren; that is, that God always sets something in the midst of the enemys camp that will disrupt it  we can count on that. This matter comes to the ears of the queen of the Medes and Persians; she is an ambush in the enemys stronghold. Not that she had intended that, but God did; she is in the enemys camp, and she is going to disrupt it. Thank God for that! We can reckon on God coming in in this way. But we must not leave it all to God  Mordecai did not. It is most baneful the way brethren let things drag along; they say, God will come in. Yes, but God says, I will be an enemy to thine enemies (Exodus 23:22). Then let me make the thing my enemy. God says, If you have an enemy I will be the enemy of your enemy; I am in the conflict. That was exactly the position of Mordecai and he brought Esther into it, and she came into it nobly. There is only one end to that - triumph for the truth and defeat of the wicked one. The arch enemy here was Haman, and Esther puts a name on him  The adversary and enemy, she said, is this wicked Haman Esther 6:6. He is the enemy of Gods people and God says, I will be an enemy to thine enemies (Exodus 23:22).  and He was. Now everything moves in the direction of victory for the Jews. But, dear brethren, let me press it upon you that it is through each one taking his place in the matter and making the evil his enemy and dealing with it in so far as he may as his enemy. God gives us a lead, let us follow Him in it. Let us not make excuses and say it is a local matter, a governmental matter, and what not. Evil is evil and has to be faced as evil by the Jews, by genuine Christians and, as faced, God will be with us. 

    You will observe that I am speaking of just one line of thought  how evil is met by the Jews; that is, by real Christians. First of all, it is by openly identifying ourselves with Gods people, as Mordecai did; going into the city with an exceeding bitter cry and being clothed with sackcloth. He was not ashamed to come to the kings gate in such clothes. Mordecai thus gives the lead. Let us each begin with ourselves and with our local meeting. I am not beside the mark in saying that in some cases evil is allowed to drag along and is not faced. In every such case Satan has an advantage. So that the thought is to go into the city, or wherever the evil is, wherever the weapon formed against the saints is, and express yourself. This cry of Mordecai, a bitter one, came from the depths of his soul, and all the Jews rallied to it. And Esther nobly comes forward; she is an example of saints coming forward to meet the situation. 

    In chapter 8, after Hamans destruction, there is the finishing up of things. That is so important in these matters; not only that the evil may be dealt with in the main, in the locality, but the acts that have marked it remain, and these must be followed up with a priestly, determined hand. So it says, And Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his device that he had devised against the Jews. And the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. She is concerned as to the effect of the evil. It is not a question only of the main leader in it, but of the effect of it and the spread of it. She is concerned about that now, and the golden sceptre is held out. How auspicious that is, it means that the supreme power represented in Ahasuerus is now in favour of Gods people. The golden sceptre is held out  it is a matter of our prayer meetings. It says, So Esther arose and stood before the king, and said, If it please the king, and if I have found favour in his sight and the thing seem right before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews which are in all the kings provinces. Now think of these letters! How many wicked things are sent out; how much literature. The writer may die, but the writing remains and the influence of his teaching, or principles, or morals remains and all that has to be dealt with. And how diligent was this warrior queen, Esther, in securing the favour of the supreme power. It was Ahasuerus, of course, but it is God, although His name is not mentioned in the book. So Esther is in favour, and she says, How can I endure to see the evil that shall come unto my people? or how can I endure to see the destruction of my kindred? What a wonderful speech for a sister, or a brother  my people, my kindred. She is the queen of the Medes an Persians, but see what she is morally! Mordecai led her into this. She hesitated, but she was brought into it. Thank God for people like this! When they are in the fray they are truly in it as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. We pursue matters in our prayer meetings, the whole matter must be dealt with in its roots and full effects. Letters were sent through the post, for the matter had to be attended to in all the provinces. Thus Esther identifies herself nobly with the despised people of God, like Moses, her great prototype, who identified himself with the Hebrews. That was the despised name then; now it is the Jews, and Esther says they are my people, my kindred. 

    In following this matter through to completion in the ninth chapter, the king is seen as taking it on. But God takes the matter on; God acts of Himself. God is always active in these matters. I am speaking now of the supreme power, whether it be Ahasuerus or others  it is what God is doing. So the king says, The Jews have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the palace, and the ten sons of Haman  the Jews have done that. The king, the supreme power, is noticing now what is being done. We might say, Haman is gone, that is enough. But it is not enough; evil has to be pursued to its full extent and dealt with. Remove the wicked person from amongst yourselves, says the apostle (1 Corinthians 5:13). How can you bear wickedness among yourselves in one form or another  Remove it, he says. Esther knew what had been done, so when the king asked of her, What have they done in the rest of the kings provinces? - it was for her to say. Her answer is not given, but no doubt she knew; she had an ear for what concerned the brethren. It distresses one to find that brethren are often so local, they do not develop assembly ears. It speaks in the Acts of tidings having come to the ears of the assembly at Jerusalem. But the king puts it on Esther  What have they done in the rest of the kings provinces?. What do you know? What do I know about what is being done in the provinces? What is being done on the Continent? What is happening? What are the brethren doing? The king then asks, What is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee; or what is thy request further? and it shall be done. There is not a word about prayer to God in the book  I quite admit that  but there was prayer, Esther was praying. She said, If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews that are in Shushan to do tomorrow also according unto this days decree, and let Hamans ten sons be hanged upon the gallows. You say, They are dead! That is true; it says so earlier in the chapter; but they were not hanged yet. You say, You are too severe, too exacting. Is Esther too exacting here? Let us deal with the thing in the presence of God. The word of God says, Cursed is every one hanged upon a tree, Galatians 3:13. The Lord Jesus hung on a tree: why should I allow evil? Let us deal with it according to God. And the king commanded it so to be done: and the decree was given at Shushan; and they hanged Hamans ten sons. We never hear of them again; we never hear of their roots coming up again, they are dealt with for ever; dealt with drastically. That evil is dealt with; other evil may come up, but let us deal with the present and deal with it as God dealt with evil in the cross of Jesus. 

    What I had to remark further, dear brethren, is that the people, as you will observe, are brought into this. It says, The Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the fourteenth day also of the month Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shushan. The thirteenth day had done its work, that was the main day for destruction; but let us go further and deal with the thing thoroughly. It says, But on the prey they laid not their hand. And then it says, But the other Jews that were in the kings provinces gathered themselves together, 

    and stood for their lives, and had rest from their enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and five thousand, but they laid not their hands on the prey. That is, it is a great matter now, spread abroad, the evil is dealt with universally. God has allowed widespread matters of this kind  not lately, thank God  but what He is doing is dealing with evil in localities, and He is calling on us to do it or we shall have a more widespread matter to our sorrow and our loss. All the people are brought into it here and what comes out is that selfishness is foreign to them. Three times over it says they did not lay their hands on the prey; they made no claim to anything that would add to themselves; it is Gods matter. We know that Jews, naturally, will lay their hands on the prey. The teaching, therefore, is that these are not mere outward Jews: they are Jews circumcised in heart and in spirit, not in letter, whose praise is not of men but of God. Men will praise us if we do well for ourselves and take the prey, but they do not do it here, thank God! This beautiful trait mentioned by the Spirit of God shows that they were real, and that is the point I would stress in closing  that we might put on these beautiful traits and be marked by unselfishness. We want to have part in what God is doing. In what He may permit us to do we are not taking credit to ourselves; the excellency of the power is to be of God, and the results are to be for God. 

  
    LOVE (JT 96)

    1 John 3:11; 1 John 3:14; 1 John 3:16; Esther 3: 8, 9; Esther 4:1 - 5; Esther 4:10 - 17; Esther 5: 1 - 3; Esther 10: 3

    I have been thinking, dear brethren, of love. We have been reminded of it today in our consideration of Exodus, and how in the type of the Hebrew bondman we have it in its ascending feature, love for his master; and in its descending feature, love for his children; and in its horizontal feature, love for his wife. I wish to speak of it now in the latter aspect, for it is that feature that promotes mutual feeling, love for the brethren, love for the brethren developing into love for the brotherhood. 

    I wish to show how this leads to the full test, and our answer to it in the laying down of our lives. In this we correspond to Christ as seen in the wonderful type, so well-known to us, the type of the Hebrew bondman. He leads the way in love in all its phases, going so far as to death, having His ear bored at the door, so that He remains a bondman for ever  His masters bondman. He leads the way in love, as in all else, and in love, as we have noted already today, that meets successfully every exigency or emergency of the testimony, every difficulty. Love never fails! And it will not fail in its relation to the brethren. Now this chapter in Johns epistle brings out the idea of the brethren; not simply brethren, not simply Christs brethren as elsewhere, but the brethren. There are such in this world; they are said to be Gods children; they are called that. In this epistle we have the children of the testimony in chapter 2, as we may say, Johns children; and in chapter 3, the children of God  See what love the Father hath given to us, that we should be called the children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. But we are called that. In the gospel of John we have title to take that place as before God, and before men, too; but in the epistle we are called that, and that is the manner of the love. The children of God are also the brethren; not here the brethren of Christ, that is not the point, but the brethren, persons of that distinction. The very great fact that there are such, dear brethren, and their prominence and importance, their quality, are indicated in the fact that as loving them we know that we have passed out of death into life. Any of us here who does not love the brethren, does not know that! We may speak of it, and quote the Lords words that he that hears my word, and believes him that has sent me, has life eternal, and does not come into judgment, but is passed out of death into life, John 5: 24. We may quote that, but that does not give me consciousness of the transition, of having passed out of death into life; whereas love for the brethren does. Hereby We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. Not the persons we meet in society, not our relatives after the flesh, but the brethren, these people. Other scriptures show us what they are, what marks them, but this scripture assumes that they are known, the brethren. 

    Peter tells us to love the brotherhood, which would mean the same persons only in other conditions, like the Jews, of which I hope to speak presently, who banded themselves together in the province of Ahasuerus, against their enemies; they could not be withstood. So that there should be no fear with such a people. If we view them as the brethren, we view them in family relations and affection. If we view them as the brotherhood, they are irresistible  they cannot be overcome. So being amongst them, and loving them, is the position we covet  it is a state and condition to be coveted  to love them and be of them. 

    Well now, I want to show from Esther how this works out, how in loving them and laying down our lives for them, we are promoted spiritually. Promotion spiritually is an aspiration to be encouraged, would there were more of it, and less aspiration of material promotion! They do not go together, beloved; one destroys the other. So that John  tells the one to whom he writes the second letter, that he wishes that he should prosper and be in health as his soul prospereth. An excellent balance! Any material prosperity is detrimental, and is material upon which the enemy will not fail to act to our detriment. 

    Now as I said, I want to show from Esther how this works out. How love for the brethren, and martyrdom, if need be, for them, involve spiritual promotion. So I refer to the word Jew in this book as suggestive of the brethren in reproach, for they are in reproach if they are truly in the state and position of brethren. The world knows us not as children, and we are not to marvel if it hates us; it hated God, it hated the Father and the Son  such is the world. It is futile to dwell on the inconsistency of hating us without a cause, it is waste of time; the flesh will ever hate us without a cause, even in persons known to be christians. It considers not consistency at all. So the Lord says, They hated me without a cause. We are not to marvel about the hatred. It implies that we are Jews. As the word Hebrew in Exodus signifies the reproach of Christ attaching to His people, so the word Jew in Esther signifies the same in other, although very similar, circumstances. 

    So I take up the idea of the Jew in Esther as denoting this feature. According to Romans the apostle says the Jew is not a Jew who is one outwardly in the flesh, but he is a Jew who is so inwardly, in spirit, whose praise is of God and not of men. Circumcision is in the spirit, it is a spiritual idea, it is a Colossian idea. There are those who say they are Jews and are not; but there are those who are. 

    The Lord deals with those who are not; they lie, they are of the synagogue of Satan; He says to Philadelphia, Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee, Revelation 3: 9. Notice that: before thy feet. 

    Thus the Jew in Esther is the believer in reproach. 

    Mordecai is said to be a Jew. He was in the palace, he was there in the government of God; his genealogy is given so that we might know that he had a pedigree although in the palace of Shushan. We are told that he was a Jew, and that he had a pedigree, and then we are told that he was a man of family affections. A great feature in Johns ministry is family affection. 

    So that he had such family affection as led to sacrifice; he took Esther up as his daughter  his cousin as we speak  evidently much younger, but in an unselfish, family way, he took her as his own daughter  a very tender way to take up those who are parentless. 

    That is Mordecai the Jew, that is to say he is that, he represents that in a very positive and full way. 

    Mordecai the Jew, that is to say, a brother marked by family affection and unselfishness. I do not mean natural family affection brought into the house of God; Nehemiah calls that household stuff. That is not Mordecai at all. He is Mordecai the Jew, a sufferer in reproach. 

    Well now, I have read to you Hamans description of the brethren. It is not heavens description of them, it is Hamans description, but he is forced to say some things that are true. There can be no mistake as to who these people are, our enemies themselves being judges; there is something there that is distinctive. Haman would have them destroyed, and was almost successful in his efforts, but there was Mordecai the Jew, a man who takes his life in his hands for the brethren, and the result is that Haman goes down and Mordecai goes up! 

    There is no God in sight in this book; even prayer is not mentioned in this book, and yet there is a most wonderful evidence of divine working! One of the most striking features of the book is seemliness, that is to say, God is not brought in where the circumstances of His people are dishonouring. We speak to Him, of course, we seek Him, of course, but make no parade of a God in such circumstances. The circumstances deny Him, as though He were asleep, and truly He was in figure, as when the ark was in the Philistine land, when it says, He awoke as one out of sleep, Psalm 78: 65. But there is not a word of that in Esther. God never actually sleeps: he that keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor sleep, Psalm 121:4. He is ever vigilant, but He knows how to keep out of sight, and those who love Him know how to keep Him out of sight too, if the circumstances are dishonouring. 

    So Haman apparently was successful in his efforts, but Mordecai the Jew stands out when he heard of the awful disaster that was pending on the brethren. 

    Are there not some here that know something of brethrens disasters? There are! Some of us, many of us, here do not know war; God would teach us war, it is one of the features of our education. As the psalmist says, He teacheth my hands to war, my fingers to fight, Psalm 144: 1. The disasters of our brethren are most sorrowful, but this is a threatened disaster, one that never occurred! Often God allows things to come so near that we gain by them just as if we had passed through them. It is His way. If He brings things into evidence as pending, it is well to go through them anticipatively. We gain the lesson and the sorrow never occurs! Such is our God! Such is the school of our God! 

    So Mordecai hears of the decision of the king, and he puts on sackcloth and cries with a loud and bitter cry. Where does he cry? In his own house? No, it does not say that; he cries in the city, in the gates of the king. He put his life in his hand when he might have shielded himself and shirked his responsibility; he took his life in his hand and garbed himself in sackcloth and cried. It is a very solemn matter, beloved brethren, as to our relations to the brethren, what they are worth to us; are they worth laying down our lives for them? I know what they were worth to Jesus; He laid down His life. 

    Well now, I want to show you that in thus taking up this attitude, we lead others on. That is one great feature in christianity, the feature of leadership and influence. We do not want to go alone, we want to carry the brethren. If we love them we do not wish them to miss anything, if there is promotion we do not wish them to miss it. There is plenty to do, you know! Belshazzar would have Daniel understand that he could promote him, but Daniel said, Let thy gifts be to thyself. There are plenty of them with God! He can promote, He has honours of His own to bestow, and we do not wish the brethren to miss them. The apostle Paul spoke about a crown of righteousness that was laid up for him, and not only for him, but for all who love the appearing of Jesus. It is not the rapture, as we say, but the appearing; all who love his appearing, 2 Timothy 4: S. So we do not want the brethren to miss anything. There is great promotion ahead. Esther was queen, but on sufferance, a poor position! We do not want a position like that. I am not disparaging her place, it was under the government of God, but she was consciously on sufferance, on a sandy foundation! Mordecai would lead her on further. She would seek to modify the reproach, which is always evident in unspiritual or half-hearted people amongst us. 

    She would say, Do not be so extreme, do not wear sackcloth, do not put ashes upon your head! She could afford to wear other clothes; I do not suppose she had any sackcloth in her wardrobe. I wonder if the sisters keep sackcloth in their wardrobe? Mordecai had it, apparently, but Esther sent other raiment; she would have him take off the sackcloth and wear other clothes. She would defeat the whole position in the book. It shows what half-hearted people are, persons who do not go all the way. 

    But Esther was not immune from the influence of a spiritual man. A brother is born for adversity. 

    How admirable is his message to her, for she was only a Jewess. It was her glory, although concealed for the moment; like many of us she concealed that which was her true glory, and put on something else; that is of no honour at all, it is degrading spiritually. 

    Now Mordecai says, Do not think that you will escape; who knows but that you are raised up for this very purpose; and mark you, if you do not act, somebody else will. God is not bound to act through you, but it is your privilege. He may have to get somebody else, but He appeals to you. Is your place in court of any value if the brethren are destroyed Where will you be? Will you be content to be alone in court, in your social relations? Can you get along without the brethren? Somebody else will come forward if you do not. Mordecai says, Will you shirk your responsibility? It is an appeal to come forward and identify ourselves with the brethren in their reproach  whatever it may involve, even the cost of our lives. 

    Esther understood, she sent back word, she was not blind to the fact that it did mean possibly her life, If I perish, I perish, she says; and she begged Mordecai and his companions to fast with her and her maidens for three days. You see the seemliness, the comeliness of this woman; she says nothing about prayer. Can we doubt that she understood the word? Doubtless she did, but they all had such a sense of the reproach, and how God was dishonoured by the whole position that they were secret in regard of God. They understood the mystery  becomingly! 

    So she takes her life into her hands and goes into the court of the kings palace, and is accepted. She went the right way, she went the way of death, beloved; there is no other way; both she and Mordecai went through death in their spirits  laying down our lives for the brethren. Well, the result shows that the movement was successful. I do not go over that; you are no doubt conversant with the history of Mordecai, but what I want to show now is the promotion. Do not think that it is not worth something; it is, beloved. Divine promotion is to be desired. 

    So in the last chapter you have Mordecais promotion, but in the previous chapter Esther stands out peculiarly. She does not lose her queen-ship, she remains queen; it was hers under the government of God, and she adorns the position in a moral sense; she lays down her life for the brethren. What comes out in chapter 9 is the establishment of a great feast among the people of God. This is something to be noted, for every divine movement, every divine deliverance of the people of God, establishes a landmark. How great a thing it is to have part in a divine landmark! Those of us who have been through things understand what landmarks are. There are the ancient landmarks, without saying who set them up, that are not to be removed, they are all to stand; they represent the cumulative effect of the testimony, and they stand in the souls of the spiritual. There are the ancient ones, and then there are the ones that are afterwards set up; these are most interesting. The great outstanding epochs in the history of Gods service are not to be removed. We should challenge our hearts if we appear to set aside anything that God has given, and be careful as to what we may think is not divinely given, for we must not move the landmarks of our fathers; they refer to great spiritual epochs and the outstanding results of the assembly. 

    We know what the world makes of ancient things the world is dotted with symbols of these unhallowed things; the whole world is dotted with memorials. 

    I only refer to that to explain. Are there any spiritual ones? There are; they are most interesting. They are not to be interfered with; they represent what is cumulative. What we want is to establish a land mark, not to set up something for our own distinction; it is the outcome, the inevitable result, of an exploit. 

    So a feast is set up by the decree of Mordecai and Esther; on the fourteenth and fifteenth days they rested and made them days of feasting and joy. So it was established that they should keep the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar yearly, the month that was turned to them from sorrow to joy; and from mourning into a good day, a disaster that turned to a most signal victory! That is a landmark! 

    It is added to the many that have gone before. How great an honour it is to have part in the establishment of a landmark! Who has part in it? Those who love the brethren, those who lay down their lives for the brethren! How great an honour! 

    Now we come to the last chapter; Esther is not mentioned, Mordecai is the great feature of the book. 

    He has established his promotion, next to the king; he has reached that position on moral grounds, a wonderful spirit of devotedness, may we cherish it more! He is great amongst the Jews, amongst the despised people; a thousand times greater than to be great amongst the people of this world, which is what most aspire to. The less the heart aspires to, the better; a name in this world, a little bit of glory like Simon Magus, like Alexander and Diotrephes and others. The one Person to be pre-eminently great is Christ. He shall be great! All other greatness is nothing. All promotion is on the line of sacrifice. Those who are great are under the reproach of Christs name. Not that Mordecai made a point of being great himself; it was the outcome of his devotedness for the brethren  great among the Jews, a despised people, who would have found no entrance in many houses, in society, but they are great morally, and they remain great, their greatness goes through! What other greatness does? 

    So Mordecai is great amongst the Jews, and accepted of all his brethren; he served them well; he laid down his life for them. Well they might think him great and acceptable! But now they are his brethren  not simply the brethren, they are his! They formed themselves into a band and no one could withstand them; that was the brotherhood. But now they are his brethren, belonging to him in family relations, and he is acceptable to them all. What a great thing that is! There is no doubt that such devotedness brings about acceptance among the brethren. If one is not acceptable among the brethren, it is very likely he has not laid down his life! We do not want to be men like Absalom who had no male seed, who would erect a monument to himself, a poor thing! Mordecai has seed, and he speaks peace to them; he passes on peace  like Jesus, Peace unto you. There is participation in that, I leave peace with you; I give my peace to you, John 14: 27. The Lord bless His word. 
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    POWER WITH GOD (AJG 5)

    Esther 4:9-17; Esther 5:1,2; Esther 5:9-14; Esther 6:1-12; Esther 8:1-4

    AJGWe were saying together last week that this book has particular application to the present time, because it contemplated definite movements of the enemy, which have in mind the complete obliteration of all that is genuine as maintaining what is due to God. The thought of Mordecai the Jew, and the people of the Jews is prominent in the book, and we remarked that the idea of the Jew is genuineness according to Romans 2, where it says, He is a Jew who is so inwardly. That is, the idea of the Jew in this book stresses, that what God is looking for is reality, genuineness. He does not look on the outward appearance He looks on the heart, what is inward, and Mordecai is several times spoken of as the Jew, and then his people are spoken of as the people of Mordecai. And we had in mind that we should be concerned to take on the features of Mordecai at all costs. What is characteristic of him is that he is always viewed as sitting in the kings gate, that is, having a right judgment of things according to God, and maintaining a course that is consistent with that judgment; and that involves suffering and indeed bitter hostility, but then there is also another side represented in Esther, and that is that we should develop in the features that will afford God a reason for coming in on behalf of His people. We dwelt last week on the features that were first of all developed in Esther in order to make her agreeable to the king, who may be regarded as typifying God - features produced by the work of the Spirit, of whom Hegai is a type - but now we come to something further in Esther in the end of chapter 4 and beginning of chapter 5, that is, that which will give her power with the king, that is, with God. Not simply make her personally agreeable, but call forth the assurance that whatever she asks she shall have. That is what is needed at a time of crisis, and we are in a time of crisis. Evil is rapidly developing to its head, and Satan is behind it to get rid, if possible, of all that is genuine in the maintenance of the rights of God, and in such a position, what God is looking for is conditions amongst ourselves that will give Him a warrant for coming in. That is what the latter part of the history of Esther personally has in mind. Esther might have thought, viewing the matter naturally, that she was in a sheltered position, and that therefore she need not specially trouble herself about the position that was outside. Many of us may not be personally affected by the oppression of unions and other means by which Satan is seeking to make it impossible for those who maintain the rights of God to live, many of us may not be in personal contact with it. But the point is, are we taking our share in the exercises connected with it, and developing in conditions that will give us power with God? Obviously God could come in at any time apart from the saints, if He chose, but what He wants to do, is to come in in answer to the petitions of His people. That is, He wants to draw out in them His own feelings in relation to the matter. 

    VBYou referred to conditions among the people which would warrant Gods coming in. Do you refer to the fasting that Esther enjoins on Mordecai and the Jews? 

    AJGThat is an important element. I was thinking too of love expressing itself in laying down our lives for the brethren, because that is what Esther comes to, she is prepared to lay down her life for her people, she says, If I perish, I perish. But along with that, as you say, what gives real moral power to it, is this element of fasting. She is prepared to go in and request the king, that is, she is prepared to make her requests known to God, but the point is, what is going to give her power with God? Because she went in not knowing whether she was going to be heard or not, it was all a question of whether she found favour in his sight. 

    AATHow is fasting worked out today? 

    AJGFasting is the denial of things that are legitimate. Fasting is not the disallowance of the flesh, that is normal Christianity, there is nothing abnormal about disallowing the flesh. But fasting is the refusal of things that are legitimate because of the urgency of the position. 

    AKHYou refer to laying down our lives for the brethren, which is in Johns first epistle. I was wondering whether there would be any correspondence between Gaius in the third epistle, and the elect lady in the second, and the features seen in Mordecai and in Esther? 

    AJGThere is a certain correspondence. In a sense, the elect lady would perhaps answer more to the features of holy care, because she was maintaining the truth, or rather she was enjoined to do so by refusing to admit anyone into her house, bringing anything contrary to the doctrine. Whereas Gaius was really laying down his life for the brethren in that he was receiving them into his house and sending them forth in a way worthily of God. 

    LACWho would be represented in Hatach the chamberlain who conveys the communications between Esther and Mordecai? 

    AJGI suppose it is an element of sympathy. I think as the book develops we see certain elements of sympathy coming to light, there is this Hatach the chamberlain that Esther had at her disposal, and then in chapter 7, one of the kings chamberlains, Harbonah, comes in and speaks well of Mordecai, he says, Behold, also, the gallows fifty cubits high, that Haman made for Mordecai, who spoke good for the 

    king. So that you have certain elements of sympathy appearing as the book proceeds. And that is often the way, that if we will take up the exercises that conditions call for, we will find that there are those who are sympathetic, perhaps in a minor way, but God can use them. 

    HLHIs not faith seen in Mordecai in that he refers to deliverance coming from another direction if she did not act? 

    AJGQuite so. 

    HLHIs not that an element that would strengthen us in the times we are in? 

    AJGI think it is. And I think it is very interesting, if we might just for a moment refer back to chapter 3, where we had in verse 7, Haman casting the lot, he did it in the first month, but he evidently cast the lot month by month or day by day in order to determine on what day and of what month his plan of destroying all the Jews was to be executed. And although he cast the lot in the first month, the lot fell for the twelfth month and the thirteenth day of that month, and the lot is at the disposing of the Lord, so that shows that God has a way of holding things back. He is fully aware of the plotting of Satan, all his machinations, but He has a way of keeping things in check and holding them back, deferring them. It is like, He who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way, and That which restrains, and so on. So that we always have that in our minds, that the whole matter is in Gods hands and He has what can hold things back and give time for the development of what He is looking for in the saints. 

    HLHAnd Mordecai would represent the intelligence that apprehends that, I suppose, the deliverance will come, but meantime there is a restraining power. 

    AJGYes, quite so. You see the lot was cast in the first month and the letters were sent out in the first month, that what they were to do was to destroy all the Jews in the twelfth month. But then we find that in the third month letters that countermand these instructions, or rather give right to the Jews to stand for themselves, are sent out. So God in delaying matters gives time for the development of what He is looking for in the saints. 

    HLHAnd that is developed by the exercise of faith? 

    AJGExactly. And then the subjective conditions being developed that He is looking for. 

    MCDo you think that these conditions were seen in Esther? He says to her, Who knows whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this. 

    AJGWell, what power have we with God? If every brother and sister were really pleasing to God, personally and morally pleasing to God, using the access they have to God to take up divine interests in an intelligent way, what power there would be! 

    DLEDoes it not become our responsibility? Referring to that same verse, Esther could have said, If Mordecai says that deliverance will come from somewhere else, she might have shelved the responsibility. 

    AJGThat is just the point, I think, that Mordecai urges her that it is her responsibility. That is really what the Spirit of God would lay upon us, that it is our responsibility. That we ought to be aware of what is working in the world in opposition to the saints who desire to be true, and to take it up as an urgent matter with God. 

    HOEHe also goes on to say, But thou and thy fathers house shall perish. 

    AJGYes. 

    VBSo that it is an individual matter in that respect? Every individual brother and sister has that responsibility to take up the matter before God? 

    AJGYes, exactly. The Lord says, If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you. That is like the king here saying, You shall have whatever you want, to the half of the kingdom. The Lord, so to speak, gives a blank cheque, providing there are those conditions fulfilled; that we abide in Him, which will preserve us in moral and spiritual suitability to God, and then, His word abiding in us, which would give us intelligence to know what to ask. 

    FHPYou were speaking a little time ago of right feelings and fasting. Is not all that seen in Uriah the Hittite, in the matter of the Ark and what he said to David? 

    AJGYes, it is. Fasting is that character of thing. It is not something commanded but it is something which is done because the urgency of the matter is felt. Certain things which in normal circumstances would be legitimate, are therefore done without, because the demands of the testimony are so urgent. 

    AYAt a time of crisis there is to be no holding back, as Mordecai says here to Esther, If thou altogether holdest thy peace. 

    AJGExactly. And I think it is right to say, it is a time of crisis now and will be till the Lord comes. 

    LACEsther acted in a perfectly legitimate way in sending raiment with which to clothe Mordecai; but was it not the refusing of what is legitimate which is seen in him in the refusal of the raiment? 

    AJGYes, quite so. She was moving according to her natural affections, desiring that Mordecai should set aside his sackcloth and so on. But he was feeling things with God. 

    LACIs there a point which arrives when the matter of fasting can cease, in the sense of the distinct intervention of God? He does not later refuse the apparel ordered by the king. 

    AJGNo, quite so. Fasting is, of course, something special, and therefore it may be that in that sense it can go on for a time and cease, but I think the more we are committed to the testimony the more we shall find that it is a time of crisis right through until the Lord comes. 

    HLHMordecai is speaking to Esther and saying, Who knows whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this. Does that not suggest that our position is not at all a promiscuous one, it is definitely ordered of God for some purpose? 

    AJGI am sure of that. And one feels what immense privilege and power we have available to us if we will exercise it as not only having been brought to God, but being brought out of the bondage that marks so many Christians. Many true believers who have a title to draw near to God are not, in fact, in liberty. But most of us, I suppose, are enjoying a good measure of liberty. God has wrought so that we should be delivered from what would hold us in bondage and brought us into the knowledge of the truth which sets free. 

    HLHIs the sceptre a symbol of the kingdom then, and of power? 

    AJGWell, it refers to that, but I think it is a kind of standard that the king required. Is Esther equal to coming up to it? I think it is a suggestion of love, because it is a golden sceptre. If we are to have power with God, God says, how much love have you? If we have not love we have nothing. That is, if I am just here going along easily pleasing myself I am not much developed in love, but if I am taking up the burdens of the saints in prayer with God, and perhaps sacrificing to do it, then there is some little expression of love. It is a question whether we are equal to touching the top of the golden sceptre. 

    RSIs it not important that we should know, someone should know, what the enemy is doing? It says, When Mordecai knew all that was done. 

    AJGYes, I think it is. 

    SPDoes the fasting here for three days suggest a limited period or does it go on for the whole period of the Christians pathway here? 

    AJGWell, one does not want in any way to convey an impression of laying down things in a demanding way, so that as you say it is three days. Fasting really, I think, is what we take up spontaneously as feeling the urgency of the thing, not exactly something that is laid down that we must do. But on the other hand fasting is made much of here. We read that the Lord said in one case, This kind does not go out but by prayer and fasting. And then it says in regard of the sending out of Barnabas and Saul, Having fasted and prayed, and having laid their hands on them, they let them go. And earlier, before that, it says that they were ministering to the Lord and fasting. This all shews that fasting had a good deal of place in the early days. 

    SPWould you say the conditions of the moment being so great would call for that? 

    AJGExactly. 

    HLHDo the three days then suggest a certain period of exercise, a process that reaches a climax? 

    AJGI would think so, and sufficiently long to prove the genuineness of it. It does not only last for one day, it was continued for a second day and then a third day, showing that there was real exercise involved in it. 

    DLEWe notice in verse 17 that Mordecai does what Esther says, previously Esther did what Mordecai told her like as when she was brought up with him. Do you think Mordecai here follows a spiritual lead? 

    AJGWell, it is very interesting in this book how Mordecai and Esther from this point onward seem to be closely linked together, as though they represent the two sides, each the complement of the other, which God is looking for in the saints. So that at the end of the book, in chapter 9, verse 29 it says, And queen Esther the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew wrote with all authority, and then in verse 31 it says, According as Mordecai the Jew and queen Esther had enjoined them. One time the queen, Esther, is put first and Mordecai with her, and then Mordecai is put first and Esther with him; as though it represents two sides of what God is looking for in us, each complementary of the other. 

    SPWould you say a little more about that? 

    AJGWell, Mordecai represents, as we were saying, the thought of unflinching maintenance of the rights of God whatever it costs. Esther represents the subjective features that will have power with God, so that God, in answer to her request will come into the matter and save His people. 

    LACIs it really that the inward support is quite necessary to maintain the outward position? Esther and her maids are fasting inside and Mordecai and his people are fasting outside. 

    AJGQuite so. We get, for instance, Simeon, a man characterised by the Holy Spirit and so on, and serving God in intelligence and power, and then we have immediate mention of Anna, a suggestion of the subjective condition that supports what Simeon stands for. 

    AATIs that Christ as the Man and the assembly as the woman, the feminine side? Is that how it is worked out? 

    AJGWell, it is that from one point of view, but on the other hand what Mordecai represents is really a feature to be found in the saints though on the line of the maintenance of responsibility, the maintenance of the rights of God. And then Esther represents a feature in the saints of a more hidden character that gives us power with God. Of course, anything that Mordecai is as faithful is learned from Christ. He is supremely the faithful and true Witness. 

    MSSCould we connect what the Lord says in Matthew 18, If two of you shall agree... it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens? 

    AJGWell, I think so. Only, here, what is in mind, is not so much two of you agreeing, but the features that mark the one who is going to do the praying. Of course, we all ought to pray, those that are having to stand for the rights of God and those who are sympathetic with them. But I mean, it is another side to the truth, it is a question not simply of praying, but of whether there is something about us that will command Gods attention and ensure an answer. 

    MSSI wondered if you were looking at it rather in the light of collective prayer? 

    AJGI think collective prayer derives its power from what marks the individuals. That is if I am not right with God individually, I shall not contribute much to the company in collective prayer, I may hinder. 

    ATI notice you mentioned just now the thought of commanding Gods attention. In Nineveh Gods attention would be commanded in their fasting. 

    AJGQuite so, the fact that they all put on sackcloth and fasted. But that was rather as an evidence of repentance. This is a question of those who already have access to God. 

    VBYou said just now that the sceptre would suggest a standard. Do you think Esther came up to that standard? 

    AJGI think that is exactly the point, it not only says that the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand, but it says that Esther drew near and touched the top of the sceptre, that is she was equal to the standard and answered to it. 

    RSIs it not right to say that through what Mordecai was saying to her from time to time she was more developing in these feelings? I mean as to what would be suitable to God, because she had before her mind that she would have to go in to the king? 

    AJGExactly. 

    RSIn what way do we develop in these feelings? 

    AJGWell, the more we see things as God sees them, and the more we see how the saints suffer or are threatened with suffering as a result of the enemys movements, the more, I think, we shall develop in these feelings. The first thing is to be marked increasingly by praying for the saints, praying for all saints and praying intelligently, not simply praying in a general way that God will bless all His people but taking up with God the exercises that His people are confronted with. That will help develop us in the feelings. 

    RAEAnd have you before you that we have in our minds, not simply that God loves His people and that He will come in for them but that we should furnish the conditions that would make Him do so? 

    AJGYes, exactly. 

    AYSo that in every crisis along this line where there is this subjective element found, it gives God ground to come in for His people? 

    AJGThat is it. So God orders certain conditions here which made Esther to feel that she had got to take up this special exercise. She says that the king had not called her for thirty days, and that there was this law, that if anyone went in to the king without being called it meant death unless he was pleased to hold out the golden sceptre. So all that would promote a great deal of exercise with her. 

    She would say to herself, I must go into the king, but what must I do in order to ensure that the sceptre will be held out to me? It is either that or being slain. So you can understand that she would go through a great deal of exercise. 

    HLHIs not one character of exercise suggested in the garments that were associated with mourning and fasting, and another in the putting on of the royal apparel. Does not all that enter into the matter of being pleasing to the king? 

    AJGI think so. It is striking how chapter 5 emphasizes that: Esther put on royal apparel and stood in the inner court of the kings house, over against the kings house. And the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house. So that it is all emphasizing the great dignity of the king, that is, of God, and what befits us in having to do with God. 

    HALI was wondering about, There is one law, whether that would not suggest that with God there is no respect of persons? 

    AJGWell, quite so, and I think it is a question of our understanding that while we have in the Holy Spirit great liberty with God and have title to go in to God at any time, God looks for certain moral conditions. So that it says in the Psalm that if I have iniquity in my heart God will not hear me. It is no use my saying, I am a believer and I have the Spirit and I can draw near to God, if I am allowing iniquity in my heart God will not hear me. That is the law, you might say. 

    EBWould you say that these features were discerned by the king Ahasuerus, that as she drew near she obtained grace in his sight? 

    AJGYes, I think so. As the result of the exercise through which she passed, three days fasting, and then all the exercise involved in putting on royal apparel, what came to light in her determination to go in was that she was formed in love for Gods people, so she was prepared if necessary to lay down her life for them. 

    SPIs the standard then love? Love is that which would enable us to go in? 

    AJGYes, exactly, if I have not love I am nothing. That is my measure. 

    MCHer dress then would speak of what is moral in the saints? 

    AJGQuite so. 

    HEBDo you think that what marked her previously in connection with her purification is carried forward? So that that linked with the royal apparel would suggest that she is right inwardly and outwardly? 

    AJGI would think so. I have no doubt all that, as you say, what characterised her in the early chapters is carried forward, but then there is this additional feature. I mean, we might be marked by virgin character, preserving ourselves in holiness, and we may have taken on something of the features of Christ, the fruit of the Spirit may be in evidence in us; but then there is this additional feature that God looks for, that we should develop more and more in love that expresses itself in self-sacrifice. 

    FHPAll that marks Esther seems to be set out here including the fact that her title is given to her. I do not think it had been before, apart from the fact that it mentions earlier that she was made queen instead of Vashti. 

    AJGYou mean she is now called. Queen Esther? Quite so. 

    LACThe golden sceptre is held out twice - she approaches twice. 

    AJGThat is another matter that we shall come to, that even after Haman himself has been hanged that is not sufficient, there are still the results of his influence which have got to be met. So that she goes in again to the king and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, (chapter 8) and again the king holds out the golden sceptre. You would have thought that a woman in tears was quite unsuitable in the royal palace, but her tears commended her. 

    LACI was thinking specially too of the difference between them both. In the first she is standing but here in the second she is made to arise. It says, in verse 4 of chapter 8, And the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. And Esther arose and stood before the king. 

    AJGYes, that is because it had previously been said that she fell down at his feet and besought him with tears, showing that she is increasing in feeling. 

    EBSo I suppose you would say that God would value our tears in this respect? 

    AJGExactly. But then we ought not to overlook the paragraph from verse 9 to the end of chapter 5, because that stresses that Mordecai is in the kings gate, and that is what incites the enemys hatred. When Haman saw Mordecai in the kings gate, that he stood not up nor moved for him, he was full of fury, and then he says in verse 13, Yet all this is no avail to me so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the kings gate. It is that that is stirring up Satans opposition, that the saints are standing for the rights of God, and there is a testimony to conscience being more and more borne; in regard of military matters and in regard of industrial matters there is a testimony to conscience which is an assertion of the rights of God, and it is that that is stirring up the enemys opposition. 

    LACIs it not very remarkable that after his temporary exaltation, he returns to the kings gate while Haman hastens to his house? 

    AJGQuite so, it is characteristic of him. 

    AYI was thinking, that what we see in Mordecai is that he does not seem to have himself or his own glory before him, but he seems to have the rights of the throne before him, he sits in the gate, hence he had saved the kings life. 

    AJGThat is exactly the point, and it is that that the enemy is opposed to, and in chapter 2 we have, that while he sat in the gate two of the kings chamberlains were wroth and sought to lay hands on king Ahasuerus. And you might say that that is some matter that arises in a local company, some evil comes in which is a challenge to the rights of God and the saints learn to deal with it, they learn to maintain the rights of God. It was told to Esther and she certified it to the king in Mordecais name, that is, it is brought before the assembly. It is certified to Esther and it is investigated and the culprits are hanged. That is like a local matter coming up in the assembly, and by means of that the saints learn to stand for the rights of God. But now it is becoming a more general matter. Mordecai is still sitting in the kings gate, and the enemy is devising now, not only to get rid of Mordecai but all his people, all that are like-minded, and that is the enemys aim. 

    RAEYou mean that fidelity in local assembly exercises qualifies us for fidelity in the public position? 

    AJGExactly, and it is that fidelity in assembly matters, using the type, that is brought to the notice of the king at the critical moment, it is that that he is reminded of. And he calls for the chronicles and he reads in the chronicles how Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the kings chamberlains, keepers of the threshold - it is that that is really brought to remembrance at the right moment. 

    LBrWhat we have here then is that the enemy does not like to see the people of God pleasing Him? 

    AJGNo, exactly. 

    RSSo is it that the more evil lifts its head up, 

    the more need there is for these features to be developed in us, so that God can come in? 

    AJGExactly. It is a question of the maintenance of the rights of the throne on the one hand, whether it be in assembly matters or in personal matters, and matters of employment and so on; and then, as you were saying, the development of the features in us that Esther stands for. So that we may give God ground for coming in on behalf of His people. 

    TGWould that be seen in the case of Peter, when they came and laid hands on him the saints were praying? 

    AJGYes, quite. It says, Unceasing prayer was made by the assembly to God concerning him. And so He came in for him. 

    HEBCan we maintain these two features at the same time, the standing for the rights of God as suggested in Mordecai, and then laying down our life for the brethren, as suggested in Esther, the love you spoke of as seen in her? 

    AJGThat is what is wanted, I think. The idea is, of course, that both what Mordecai stands for and what Esther stands for should be found with us. 

    CBWould you say the judgment of the saints corresponds with the judgment of God about this matter? 

    AJGQuite so. 

    FHPI was thinking of how encouraged we might be in all this, thinking of Daniel who is also spoken of as being in the kings gate, and later we find him spoken to twice as a man greatly beloved, on account of maintaining what was right in the sight of heaven. 

    AJGExactly. The book of Daniel and the book of Esther are both most encouraging books on this very line of how God will come in when necessary, but He looks for conditions in us. So there was faithfulness with Daniel and his three companions and then in chapter 9 of Daniel we find the feelings that marked Daniel. 

    LACDoes it not appear very remarkable that whereas at first Haman was content to postpone the destruction of Mordecai to the twelfth month, and destroy him along with the other Jews, yet his continual unabating faithfulness and remaining in the kings gate, so annoys him that he is willing to accept the advice of his wife and friends to get rid of him immediately? 

    AJGWell, that is another thing, that if on the one hand we find certain sympathetic elements there are also certain elements supporting what is evil, but then God knows all about it, that is the great thing. 

    HALDoes God take the same occasion to vindicate the testimony publicly? 

    AJGWell, He may do so at any time. He did so here in an outstanding way. We cannot exactly dictate to God what He will do, but these scriptures show that He can do so and may do so in an extraordinary way. 

    HALNevertheless Mordecai as standing for the rights of the throne is, as you say, characteristic, he goes back to the kings gate even though the honour is bestowed upon him. 

    AJGYes, and it is very striking that he is one who is judged worthy to wear the royal apparel and to ride on the kings horse, and the horse was to have the royal crown set upon it: so that as a result of all these exercises Mordecai is invested, you might almost say, with divine dignity, typically. I mean, it almost suggests what the final upshot of all these exercises is, that the assembly is formed as able to come down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. She can bear divine glory. 

    HALIs that what the Lord says to Philadelphia, that He will make them of the synagogue of Satan to come and worship at the feet of the assembly? 

    AJGWell, I was thinking of that, that is something like it. 

    RSHamans wife is the first one to express the idea of this gallows, is she not? What would you say about that? 

    AJGThere is the general thought of Satan scheming against the saints, and there are those who are in sympathy with him who might quite unexpectedly give a turn to things, making things go worse for the moment. 

    CBHave you anything to say about the vigilance that marks Esther? 

    AJGWell, it is very striking that she maintains a testimony to the principle of grace in that she invites Haman only to a banquet, and then invites him to another banquet the second day. It seems to me to be a suggestion that in the midst of all these exercises and the serious character of them, the saints are concerned to maintain the spirit of grace toward persons. There is to be no condoning of evil, but nevertheless the maintenance of the spirit of grace toward persons. So that Haman is given an opportunity for repentance, you might say, in the grace shown to him in the first banquet. 

    EBAs it were, keeping within the present dispensation? 

    AJGYes, exactly. It is a very important matter, because as evil increases and men become more and more unreasonable, much grace is needed to maintain our spirits in accord with the dispensation. 

    HOEIt says in Romans 12, If therefore thine enemy should hunger, feed him. 

    AJGQuite so. 

    RSIn hearing of certain unreasonable treatment to our brethren, the first tendency, if we allow it to work, is to get heated about it, and it is there that we want to be pulled up as to the grace of the dispensation? 

    AJGQuite so. 

    BADo we not see that in all that the enemy plans against the saints, it is for his own destruction in the end? 

    AJGQuite so. It must have been a real test to Esthers spirit to sit down at the banquet with Haman on the first day. The second day she says, This wicked Haman, she has got a spiritual judgment about him, but the first day she sits down to a banquet with him. 

    WRI would like to hear something about verse 12 of chapter 5, Haman saying that the queen would allow no one but himself to come into the banquet. 

    AJGOh, well, that is just the boastfulness of Haman. It is just the pride and vain glory of the man, and there is a great deal of that in the world now among those who are opposed to the truth. 

    MSSThe book of records of the chronicles, would it suggest that no bit of faithfulness to God goes overlooked, even though reward may be delayed? 

    AJGExactly. So that the last verse of chapter 2 ends like that. It was written in the book of the chronicles before the king. So that is an encouragement to us, if we have assembly matters to take up and deal with them faithfully, it is chronicled. God takes account of it. It is an example of faithfulness on the part of the saints in maintaining the rights of the throne and He will take account of it, and will not forget it. It will give Him an additional incentive to come in for the saints. 

    LACWould you say a little now about this second approach of Esther to the king? 

    AJGWell, just, I think, that we do not need to be deceived or to relax in our exercises just because there may be a temporary alleviation of the position, or even an indication that God has begun to come in. 

    The point is that there is still a great deal working. Haman had been hanged, but then the letters had gone out. The evil was still working, you might say. And thus what I think is in mind is that we have got to maintain the exercise as long as there is a threat to Gods people, even though we may be encouraged that it looks as if God is beginning to take matters in hand in a certain direction. 

    LACIs it not noticeable also that Esther seems to have gained some liberty through her own exercises. At first she only went after a very severe message from Mordecai but now she goes on her own initiative. 

    AJGYes, I think that is encouraging. 

    LBlHaman began to boast very early, but Esther going on with what is positive is seen the second time on her face. Would you say that is very instructive to us? 

    AJGI am sure it is important that she is really increasing in her feeling and deepening in her exercise, and taking things up now on her own initiative without having to be required to do so, and it says, she fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite. 

    RAEWould you say that for the rest of the time the assembly is here now the threat never ceases? 

    AJGI think we may be assured of that. We may see God come in in a certain direction and be greatly rejoiced by it and rightly thankful for it if and when He does, but we may rest assured that the enemy will not cease as long as the saints are here. It is a question of his hating any maintenance of the rights of God. 

    HEBWhat would be the force of writing to reverse the letters of Haman? 

    AJGThat was necessary to undo the evil. You see in the first month of the year the letters had gone out from Haman with the kings seal, telling the people all over his vast dominion, that in the twelfth month they were to slay all the Jews, men and women and children, without exception. And that edict was not to be reversed, it could not be reversed, so the only way to meet it was by the way that was adopted, in the third month to send out further letters, and to speed them too to make sure they got there before the twelfth month, to authorise the Jews to stand up for themselves and fight those who opposed them. And as we read the book we find that God prospered it and the fear of Mordecai fell upon the people and many of them helped the Jews and so on. We have not time for all that detail now but it shows how God came in in a remarkable way. 

    HALSo the Lord is the One who keeps the door open? 

    AJGWell, He is, if he does, that is the point. He opens and no man shuts but He also shuts and no man opens, hence we have to give Him ground for opening the door. 

    EMeSo you would say God intends to carry the issue to a complete end, but on our side we must carry through the exercise too? 

    AJGThat is it. Exactly. 

    LACWould it be that the faithfulness of Mordecai would move the king to entrust to him his own ring, his authority in that way, but the grace, the grace of Christ as seen in the man, would move Esther to put him over Hamans house? 

    AJGI do not know that there is grace in that because as we read later on the ten sons of Haman were hanged. 

    LACWhat would we understand from that? 

    AJGThat the evil is really dealt with drastically and thoroughly. Of course, when it is a question of anyone like Esther giving orders for people to be hanged, in its application to us it is that we judge in our own souls the principles that have got to be repudiated. That is, if God raises an exercise as to joining unions and that kind of thing and brethren suffer through faithfulness, then I begin to look around and see if all my associations are in keeping with the exercise. 

    HOEIs the ring a sign that God is with us in it? 

    AJGYes, I think so. 

    RSWhat would you say about the man that God delights to honour, in the honour that was bestowed on Mordecai? 

    AJGGod will vindicate the saints. If He does not do it publicly at the present time He will do it in the world to come. There is no man who has ever been able to bear divine glory who has not failed. Nebuchadnezzar was given a position something like that in the ways of God, Thou art this head of gold, Daniel said, but then he failed. And so with everyone to whom things have been entrusted. Noah was set up in government and he failed, but then the assembly will not fail, it will come down from heaven from God having the glory of God and be faithful through the millennium and be untarnished as the day of eternity starts. 

    LACIn the first approach to the king there is the recognition, as you have pointed out, on Esthers side, of the need to immediately gain the kings pleasure. Here, there are four things which she mentions as conditions on which the king could grant her petition. In chapter 8 verse 5, If it please the king and if I have found grace before him, and the thing seem right to the king, and I be pleasing in his sight. Would it be there the full recognition in a soul of the moral features which must be present in view of having power with God? 

    AJGYes, I think so. 

  
    READINGS ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER (3) (JT 54)

    Esther 4:1 - 17; Esther 5:1 - 14

    LESWould you say a word as to what we have had already to link up the subject? 

    JTWell, we spoke on the first chapter at some length to show the principle of the displacement of the first by the second. The principle is seen in the book of Job but in relation to a family whereas here it is in relation to a king. Vashti proves herself unfit for the great place of queen and Esther proves herself fit to have it and obtains it. And when the turn of Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, came to go in to the king, she required nothing but what Hegai the kings chamberlain, keeper of the women, appointed. And Esther obtained grace in the sight of all them that saw her (Esther 2:15). And so she was taken in to the king. And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than all the virgins, and he set the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of Vashti. And the king made a great feast to all his princes and his servants, Esthers feast; and he made a release to the provinces, and gave presents according to the kings bounty. Well, we enlarged on chapter 2 in that respect to show how Esther commended herself in a womanly fashion. It was pointed out the idea of womans place in relation to man begins in Genesis 1 and comes down  it is seen in Abrahams house and Isaacs house and Jacobs house and then Israel had its day  had its place as the spouse of Jehovah. And now it is seen in the four monarchies  the Gentile monarchies which God appointed while hiding His face from the house of Jacob. And it comes out in a marked way in the second monarchy, which is before us, the Persian monarchy. It comes out in a very evident way so that we cannot but see the inspiration of God in the book  the setting of the acts as including and involving the principles governing man and woman  first in relation to Israel and then in relation to the Gentile monarchies and finally in relation to Christ and the assembly. Now in these two chapters before us, especially the fourth, we see there is correspondence to Christ in suffering. Esther is called to the position and to the requirements of the position in the sense of suffering. The enemy coming in as in Haman in chapter 3 forces the crisis and no doubt corresponds to conditions now. It is a question of whether the brethren are meeting the crisis in the spirit of suffering. 

    RHIt begins with sackcloth and ashes. 

    JTQuite so. Suitable attire  the man leads the way in that. No doubt the principle runs down from the start of the suffering into the feminine side but it begins with Christ. Mordecai is taking the lead in the suffering but Esther is brought into it. It is a great matter that there should be leadership  a lead given for all. It is a pretty critical time just now and suffering seems to be the appointed way and may it be according to God. 

    RHWould Peters epistles help in that relation  suffering because of conscience in relation to the authorities? 

    JTI think that is good. Perhaps we should read it. Beloved, take not as strange the fire of persecution which has taken place amongst you for your trial, as if a strange thing was happening to you; but as ye have share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, that in the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exultation. If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you 

    (1 Peter 4:12 - 14). There are other epistles, no doubt, having in mind the same line, but this is a striking one. The suggestion is that we are not to think it strange. We are to expect it. 

    RHThe thought of suffering is suggested thirteen times in Peters epistles and the thought of glory is mentioned thirteen times, I think. 

    JGPaul was shown what great things he must suffer. 

    JTYes, what great things in suffering for the Lord  for my name. 

    LESHave you in mind that as Esther was called into the matter she was rather beneath the position of Mordecai? 

    JTWell, that is the matter before us now. It is clearly stated in the chapter  the position of suffering  and we are called to it. It comes right down to ourselves. It should not be thought a strange matter. Christians normally should see that suffering is attached to our position. It is given us by God not only to believe on Him but to suffer for Him. 

    JDWhat would be the application of Mordecai going out into the city? Is it the character of suffering publicly? And when Mordecai knew all that was done, Mordecai rent his garments, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter cry, and came even before the kings gate. Is the idea that suffering is not only enduring the guilt but known as such? 

    JTIt is an open matter. Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; that is it was reproach openly, that he identified himself with his suffering brethren and that is what Mordecai is doing here. Esther was not equal to the position just as Moses had not been. Thus the later saints are referred to the Pentateuch for example in things. Moses set the example  he was afraid of the king  but he won out eventually. The Spirit of God credits him with the reproach of Christ in Hebrews, perhaps he never used that term himself  but it was really the reproach of Christ that he suffered. It was there and he took it on. 

    RHWhat is the significance of the link between Mordecai and the kings gate? The assassination is connected with that. And Haman could not tolerate Mordecai in the gate. 

    JTThe allusion to the kings gate here is, And came even before the kings gate; for none might enter into the kings gate clothed with sackcloth. Really it was an insult to the king to come in that attire. We should not want to be in the kings gate in that attire. The kings gate should be favourable to the people. There should not be any cause for sackcloth and a loud and bitter cry. That is the idea of the gate of the king. The gate of the king involves what he would regard as righteous administration but it was broken down. The third chapter shows that righteousness had fled. He and Haman had sat down to drink in a murderous attitude and the city had been in consternation. Where was the gate? Why was there consternation? 

    APIs there a voice or sense of intelligence connected with the reference to the clothes? 

    JTWell, it is a comment made in the scripture and raises a query as to what brings forth this attitude. The king is not in this attitude. The gate has broken down, that is the import of the matter. And there is a reason for Mordecais attitude. Although he had a place in the gate there is a reason for coming before it in this attitude. There is a good reason for it. And it was of the king to find it out and know that there was a good reason for it. The question is to be simple. Is the gate broken down today and are we suffering accordingly? 

    PBWhat would the king represent in our times? 

    JTThe idea is the administration of the kingdom. 

    PBWhy should Mordecai suffer and be found at the kings gate? 

    JTHe is not ashamed to identify himself with the cause. David says, Is there not a cause? And is there not a cause in the recent sufferings? 

    CHHWe get the protest of the king in Nehemiah, as Nehemiah comes before him with sadness of countenance. And the king is not without sympathy. 

    JTAs we have been having it  the queen sitting by him, the queen referring to a benign influence. But where is it here? Where is it now? Where is it in Shushan the fortress  the kings gate where righteousness was to be administered? Has righteousness broken down? In the world generally it has. The sackcloth and ashes shows there is a cause. David says, Is there not a cause? And there is cause for real suffering today. Mordecai is facing the matter single-handed  the divine spearhead in the conflict with the devil in Haman. 

    LESThe kingdom of the heavens is taken by violence, and the violent seize on it (Matthew 11:12). I was thinking in this case that Haman should have represented the rights of the throne and the whole matter was being wrongly represented and Mordecai was using violence  doing violence to his own feelings  and taking the kingdom by force  bringing in a right representation of God. 

    JTThat is right. The issue now is whether righteousness will prevail. Mordecai is proceeding in suffering. It does not say he prayed to God; it does not even mention Gods name, but it does say there was fasting. So that is the first thing to be noted in this matter. 

    RHMordecai is giving a lead and the lead is being taken on by the Jews, There was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, 

    and wailing: many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

    JTIt was a right lead. That is a thing to notice and it is so now, where there is a right lead in these matters. Because there is so much confusion especially in Canada  a great deal of confusion in the minds of the brethren  there has not been a clear lead in the matter. I believe we can learn something from this passage. It is Mordecai alone  none with him so far. And when Mordecai knew all that was done, Mordecai rent his garments, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter cry, and came even before the kings gate. And then we are told further, for none might enter into the kings gate clothed with sackcloth. That is added by the Spirit of God to show us that Mordecai was not evading the dangers. It is with a loud and bitter cry, that is there was no uncertainty in the issue in which Mordecai gives a lead. It is a matter of great importance that we have a right lead so that people may know what to do. 

    JGAnd there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city (Ecclesiastes 9:15). 

    JTQuite so. Yes, by his wisdom. 

    RHWould what you are saying fit in with Peters reference to the leaders being models for the flock? 

    JTJust so. 

    QuesWhat would Mordecais loud and bitter cry suggest? 

    JTWell, it is a painful experience. Loud and bitter. The Lord cried with a loud voice. The matter is heard by the universe  it is a real issue  it is the cross, you know. The Lord faced it. Here it is not God but man. The Psalms are filled with this  the sufferings of Christ in adverse circumstances. 

    CBWould Mordecais movements represent the right way of bringing things before the authorities? 

    JTJust so. The king must be brought into it because it is the kings edict. He has committed himself to murder by the dark counsel of this man, Haman, the Jews enemy  it is a real drawn conflict! This is forced by this man Haman and he is called the Jews enemy. Satan is with him, as we know. The Amalekite  sin in the flesh. This man has great power and has the support of the king now  Satan has a real champion in the issue. But there is going to be a way made in David. There must be a David  it is really Christ. It is Christ going forth to meet the devil. 

    LESI am weary with my crying, my throat is parched; mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away (Psalm 69:3,4). 

    JTThat helps. The psalms are full of that spirit, the spirit of Christ, so that it is suffering for Christ and the glory that follows. This book as we will see is filled with the testimony of God in suffering and glory. Here Mordecai is holding the position manfully. And he has the whole Persian empire against him. That is the position. 

    CBMordecais answers to Esther indicate that everyone must do or die. 

    JTThe first paragraph is Mordecais lead and what is involved in that lead  facing the matter in suffering, in an outward way. And God is not outwardly acknowledging the thing. It is remarkable! And he is not evading the dangers for the Spirit of God says, for none might enter into the kings gate clothed with sackcloth. And then Esther re-echoes this. And Esther spoke to Hatach, and gave him commandment unto Mordecai: All the kings servants and the people of the kings provinces do know that whoever, whether man or woman, shall come to the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is one law, to put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live; and I have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty days. Well, now there she is re-echoing this to Mordecai. He was taking his life in his hands  laying down his life for his brethren. That is what is in mind. Esther makes it known it is a question of her brethren, her people, openly identifying herself with her people and Mordecai was openly identified with the people. They are taking their lives in their hands. Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives (1 John 3:16). That is what is in mind in current circumstances that we may lay down our lives for the brethren. We must obey God rather than men. 

    FRIn the first instance here Esther is not prepared to go the whole way. 

    JTShe wanted to alleviate the position. It was not that she was so much against it, but it was feeling for her benefactor, she knew what he was exposed to and thought that perhaps he did not need to be so public about it. She perhaps thought it unnecessary to go to the gate of the king in that kind of attire in garments of sackcloth. While you cannot say she was against the thing she clearly wanted to alleviate the position. 

    DRIs it something like Peter when the Lord p rebuked him saying, Get thee behind me, Satan? He would seek to evade the suffering of the position. 

    JTAs if he thought the Lord was going too far. Why expose yourself like that? 

    RHArm yourselves with the same mind (1 Peter 4:1). 

    JTVery good. Well, Mordecai was armed with the preparedness to suffer  seen in the sackcloth and ashes. And he gives a lead and Esther comes under that lead. She tries to alleviate the matter, as already remarked. Esther commands  notice that. And the queen was exceedingly grieved: and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth from him; but he received it not. He was thoroughly proof against that. There is to be no modification in this matter. The Lord did not receive the vinegar as He suffered on the cross. Then Esther called for Hatach, one of the kings chamberlains, whom he had appointed to wait upon her, and gave him a commandment to Mordecai, to know what it was, and why it was. She is now queenly. But as suffering comes on we want womanhood uppermost in the test, womanly qualities to go the whole way in suffering and identification with a right cause. So it is said that she gave him a commandment. The word commandment raises the exercise of queenly qualities, but are they any good? Mordecai goes on without heeding them. And Mordecai told him of all that had happened to him, and of the sum of money that Haman had promised to pay to the kings treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them. Mordecai is careful to say that he had promised. And he gave him a copy of the writing of the decree that had been given at Shushan to destroy them, to shew it to Esther, and to declare it to her, and to charge her that she should go in unto the king, to make supplication to him, and to make request before him, for her people. That is he is teaching her the thing as it is. Her people as well as his. He is already in suffering and she is to come in. The whole idea of a true leader is that he is not only in the thing himself but others are to come forward into the same position. 

    JDHe is encouraging Esther in the first features of femininity; that is subjection. 

    JTAnd love for the people. Why should she not be a lover of the people? The principle of Christianity is to be a lover. 

    CBDefinite committal as with Ruth  Thy people shall be my people (Ruth 1:16). 

    JTThe Spirit of God is telling what happened very exactly and it is encouraging to see that Esther does not draw back. If we get right leadership God will be in the matter. The next thing is, And Hatach came and told Esther the words of Mordecai. No misleading on their side, the matter is plainly, clearly told. It was not wilfulness. And Esther spoke to Hatach, and gave him commandment unto Mordecai. This is the second commandment as if she is taking up that attitude purposely. That is all very well, but what is needed now is the spirit of suffering, not authority but suffering. All the kings servants and the people of the kings provinces do know that whoever, whether man or woman, shall come to the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is one law, to put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live. Well, did Mordecai not know the law better than she did? This is her cause, but she is certainly holding to the position of avoidance of suffering. Why should you go so far and to such an extreme? Modification is a lie of the devil. Peter would modify the Lords position. But Mordecai is standing his ground. Not only against the possibility of being put to death, but he is standing his ground against this idea of authority in the queen so that there should be real deep feeling for her people as well as for him. So it says, There is one law, to put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live. She is telling Mordecai the rules of the empire  well, I expect he knew more than she did about that. And I have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty days. And this is what he says, And Mordecai bade to answer Esther: Imagine not in thy heart that thou shalt escape in the kings house, more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there arise relief and deliverance to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy fathers house shall perish. And who knows whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this? Is not that a very fine speech? Full of wisdom and force. Who can stand against such wisdom and courage in a leader? She was protecting herself by what he knew as well as she. But he tells her that she will perish and her fathers house  and who knows but perhaps you have come to the kingdom for this very thing. What an opportunity for you. If you do not take this up your queenly position will not save you  truly you will perish with the rest of us. And it is beautiful to see how she takes up the position and is prepared to live and die for the brethren. 

    LESIt should be a challenge to us whether our lives are fully committed to the suffering of the testimony. 

    JTThere is a lesson here. It is a real challenge! 

    HLTake thy share in suffering. 

    JTQuite so. This is her share. 

    JCDo you think that Mordecai started the leadership in a very simple way by refusing to bow to Haman and as he comes on to this there is more courage and wisdom shown? 

    JTQuite so. He had already taken his life in his hands. 

    JCHe would imperil his life and the Jews would take account of that. 

    JTThe enemy is to be faced. It is against the devil. He was the power and the king was with him. 

    DRWhy does it say, who knows whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this? Whereas actually Esther came to the kingdom to take the place of Vashti. 

    JTWell, the lawless queen will not come into suffering. There is no love with her. Will the Romish system suffer for the truth? Her very position makes the saints suffer. I sit a queen and am no widow (Revelation 18:7). That is her position. No doubt the carrying forward of the idea of Vashti has that result in the natural feminine thought. The natural mind will not accept suffering. Whereas  Mary  the word means suffering. The Marys are representative of suffering. It is Marah. The principle belongs to those who love Christ and the brethren. 

    JDMordecais leadership really began in chapter 2:20. Esther, as Mordecai had charged her, had not yet made known her birth nor her people. Under the governmental ways of God Mordecai was looking for a certain moment and training the woman for her place in it. 

    JTWell, look at her now. She is using the word command. It is protection for herself. But suffering is the order of the day now. Is she going to join in it? So it is given to us not only to believe on Him but to suffer for Him. So that the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready (Revelation 19:7). She was the wife of the Sufferer  of the Lamb. That is the idea here. Mordecai is now a type of Christ. He is the sufferer, will she join him? 

    J.D. It is a challenge! 

    APIs it answered in Esthers request to Mordecai to fast with all the people? 

    JTYes. It is remarkable to see that as enlarging on this book. The people of God are disowned outwardly, but nevertheless cared for by God and gradually but surely drawn into the sufferings of Christ  for that is the divine way. Suffering first and glory afterwards. And so she is in keeping with that position. Who knows? Who knows whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this? As much as to say, God will help us either by you or someone, but this is your opportunity. It is a real positive argument  for something will be done  if she does not do it someone will. 

    JFWould it be the side of teaching with a leader  the part that Mordecai takes here? 

    JTWhy have we got the position we have if we are not come into it for some purpose? The Lord has something in it. It is a wonderful history of grace  the testimony of God in Christianity. We are sure of how the matter is going to go. The question is, Are we in it? 

    JGIn it to preserve life. 

    LESIn connection with the suffering in Revelation 11 there are two witnesses, two olive trees  a testimony to their suffering. 

    JTVery good. 

    GMDoes the crisis bring out this spirit of suffering as seen in Christ? 

    JTWe know that we are in the fellowship not only for protection but the Lord has matters to attend to with us and He needs us. In the crisis are we to be counted upon to go the whole way? 

    LESWhich is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified (Revelation 11:8). 

    JTThat is it. We are to suffer for Christ  to be crucified with Him. 

    JDThese are the two olive trees and the two lamps which stand before the Lord of the earth; and if any one wills to injure them, fire goes out of their mouth, and devours their enemies (Revelation 11:5). As if there is power in the testimony of God itself. 

    JTAnd then after they have lain three days and a half in the street of the great city they are taken into heaven. What a result! What a great and glorious end to suffering! And this is given you. So you see from the incident in Revelation 11 that it is worth while to stand  not modifying the position but going the whole way with the truth. 

    CHHSo the apostle says, So that death works in us, but life in you (2 Corinthians 4:12). That is the situation. 

    JTHe says, For I think that God has set us the apostles for the last, as appointed to death. For we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and men. To the present hour that is going on. Well, it means suffering and Paul is drawing the Corinthians into it. He was a leader. Mordecai is the leader here. Leadership will not suggest to the young men to avoid suffering to protect themselves, but will urge them to go the whole way in suffering and reproach for the name of Christ and for conscience sake. 

    RHLet them that are wise instruct the many. 

    AHEsther had not been called in to the king  she will have to take the matter in hand to come into Mordecais suffering. 

    JTAll implying as Mordecai had said that she would not save herself. Her position would not save her. 

    AHThere may be a danger with us of feeling the position all right and yet not taking our share in the suffering. 

    JTMoses esteemed the reproach greater riches. Well, now to proceed with Esther. She is coming to it now, thank God. Our thought is that all should come to it, to be out and out with the issue whatever it is and accept the consequences of it. And Esther bade to answer Mordecai: Go, gather together all the Jews that are found in Shushan, and fast for me and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise, and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law; 

    and if I perish, I perish. She is coming to the true feminine attitude. She has her maidens  there will be reproach  fasting in the kings palace. What is the king going to say to that? But she is showing now that she is moving with the current of God. She is not asking them to pray for her. There is no prayer  God is not recognised in that way. Instead of prayer there is fasting. Prayer is quite acceptable. It is common, too, even with the heathen. But fasting is self-denial. Prayer does not cause that. But fasting comes in here. She would not do well for herself  it is self-denial. She will not do well for herself but will come under reproach. And then this is what she will do. And so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish. 

    RHShe is not now evading. 

    JTOut and out for God now. 

    RHShe can now command Mordecai. 

    JTWell, quite so. And Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that Esther had commanded him. He bows to her command when she is going the right way. She now has moral power that he will recognise. 

    JDShe has calculated judgment  If I perish, I perish. 

    JTIt was really a very serious matter because circumstances were ninety-nine per cent, against them. Haman in such power and the king with him. What can you expect of this? They are really taking their lives in their hands. It is a real thing. God is looking for that in His people. 

    RHWhere thou diest I will die. 

    JTIt is real womanhood. 

    JFThe three Hebrew children went that way. 

    JTAlso Daniel when he heard the decree of the king went and prayed as usual, towards Jerusalem  but they do not pray here  God is hiding His face from them. He is telling us now to fast. The issue is real men and women who are able to go all the way in suffering. 

    LESI say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in the Holy Spirit, that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh (Romans 9:1 - 3). 

    JTJust so. Think of a man saying that! He does say that he had wished  not necessarily now  but he had wished himself a curse from the Christ. 

    FRWhat would these three days of fasting involve? Would it be a full witness to the position? 

    JTIt is a period of exercise. We have the seven and three here  full testimony to something. Really pointing to the death of Christ  three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The Spirit of God has written this book that the lovers of Christ might see the call for suffering for Him. 

    PBWould Esther here represent the mind and feelings of the brethren when they arrive at and accept the mind of Christ prophetically? 

    JTEsther calls others into it. She suggests that all the Jews in Shushan be brought into it. Gather together all the Jews that are found in Shushan, and fast for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day. So now the thing is started. You can see God is working. And so it goes on, And it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the kings house. She is going to handle a big matter now  the king, the kings house  the rights of the throne. And it was so, when the king saw the queen Esther standing in the court, that she obtained grace in his sight. It is the work of God. The third chapter is the work of the devil and also Ahasuerus is brought into it. But now the king is favourable. God is doing it. We look for that. 

    CHHGod turns the heart of the king and we can count on Him to do it. 

    RHWhy is there not sackcloth with Esther here? 

    JTShe is a wise woman, too. After the suffering is gone through we must look for wisdom. Christ is the wisdom of God and the power of God. It is no place for sackcloth now. The king would be provoked if the queen came before him in sackcloth. She has suitable attire for the kings presence. 

    CBHow would this work out with our young men as appearing before tribunals, etc.? 

    JTWell, it is a question of being wise in our attitude. The account of the spirit of the young in Canada is to be curt, unmannerly and disrespectful; it is a well-known thing. In the midst of evil as we stand unmovable we have to suffer and it requires that we judge ourselves and disallow our feelings and act wisely before the authorities, not antagonising them. 

    JFWould that come out in being prepared to take the words that the Government uses in relation to us? 

    JTYou mean to call ourselves brethren number four in the way that they call sect. It is not a sect  it is the assembly of God. But it is the way they call sect. Paul says, But this I avow to thee, that in the way which they call sect, so I serve my fathers God (Acts 24:14). 

    LESDo we see the right spirit as Paul stands before Felix, Festus and Agrippa? 

    JTHow very courteous and subject his manner was. He knew more than they did and yet he credits the king with knowing all. He addresses Festus as most noble Festus. 

    RHThe truth is to be presented attractively. 

    JTThe young brothers who will be wise and suffer for the sake of wisdom will not antagonise unnecessarily. 

    AHHaving concern in the suffering that the authorities may take account of us rightly. 

    JTWe do not want to go so much into details but in certain places those in high places in Great Britain have used the most encouraging terms regarding the Lords people because of the right spirit being manifested, of their subjection and respectfulness  that they will suffer  they have plenty of greatness inwardly. Well, the fifth chapter is just a continuation of the fourth. When the king saw queen Esther standing in the court, that she obtained grace in his sight. Well, the tide is turning  the devil is defeated through her wisdom, undoubtedly through the fasting. God has respect to that. 

    RemA right lead is given by Mordecai and the brethren are unified in following it up. 

    JTIf there is a right lead it should be followed up. It only confuses the authorities when So-and-so has a different view from you. And why have a different view from the brethren because the truth is the truth, and if a lead is given follow it. 

    RemRight conditions have been brought about and Mordecai now turns around and submits himself to Esther. 

    JTBecause when the truth comes out in the commands of the queen, he loves to do them. 

    TDIt is the decision that she arrived at  If I perish, I perish, which gives her courage to move forward, to die for the brethren if necessary. 

    JTAttaching herself to the leader given of God. 

    JGAnd bringing all the Jews into the matter. 

    JTThe voice from the altar in Revelation 6:10 says, How long, O sovereign Ruler, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell upon the earth?. This is from the souls under the altar who had been slain for the testimony of God. And they are told to wait for the others, their companions in suffering. And so they obtain a better resurrection. 

    FRPaul says, I die daily. 

    JTWell, you expect that. It is nothing new. Peter says, Do not regard it as new. So it goes on to say, And the king said to Esther, What wilt thou, queen Esther? Queen  that is her position. She is queenly and womanly now  a sufferer. God is evidently honouring her. So the king says, And what is thy request? it shall be given thee even to the half of the kingdom. All this means a way out. God has now come in and the king is completely in favour of what is right. 

    RemWould God make a way of escape now? 

    JTWell, it may be that we have not fasted. If we fasted more, we would get more. Maybe this idea of fasting is what we need. 

    JDWould Philippians 2:17, But if also I am poured out as a libation on the sacrifice and ministration of your faith, I rejoice, be somewhat akin to Esthers word, If I perish, I perish? 

    JTPoured out as a libation, that is a beautiful thought. That is the offering of oneself for a libation. Paul would fully complete the thought of going the whole way in suffering. The three mighty men broke through to get the water for David. David says, I will not drink but offer it as a libation to God. They risked their lives  he could not drink that water. We shall have to take up the subject, God willing, tomorrow, from chapter 5:4. 
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    SPIRITUAL ROYALTY (SMC 8)

    Esther 5: 1 - 3; Lamentations 1: 1 - 6; Song of Songs 6: 13 to end; Song of Songs 7: 1; Psalm 45: 8 - 11

    S. McCallum The thought in mind, dear brethren, is to say a word on royalty, spiritual royalty, first in the book of Esther, where we have remarkable references to what is royal in the midst of testing times, which would help in regard to our own times, when things are so difficult. In fact, all the scriptures that we have read, even Psalm 45, deal with light which comes to the people of God in difficult times. And especially do we need to see the importance in our day of spiritual royalty, because, as we may have often heard, the saints belong to the ruling class. We have been referring to the Lord, in our hymn, coming in to rule, and we shall be with Him in the rule, in the administration; He will not come out without us. It will be a wonderful time in that day, when the Lord will have the assembly fully with Him, by His side, linked in all the blessed administration of that scene. And the present time is to prepare us for it, royalty with the saints is developed now; there is the side in connection with that which is conferred upon us through grace, the wonderful operations of grace, in that God has taken us like beggars from the dunghill, and He has set us among princes, the princes of His people. So that the ministry of the glad tidings in Romans opens up before our souls the wonderful operations of God in putting us amongst the ruling class, in putting us, in the midst of all the splendour and glory of His kingdom, where so much is spread before our souls, as in this book we get the hidden allusion in type to the wealth of Gods kingdom, 

    when in the first chapter the king is displayed, and there is set out the glorious wealth of his kingdom. The epistle to the Romans brings in the great thought of the throne, an essential feature of the truth in regard to God in our relations with Him, that we have to face, so that every feature of our will is subjugated, and brought under the moral sway of God in grace, grace being on the throne, grace reigning, in the present time. Righteousness does not reign today, righteousness is not on the throne; righteousness will soon be on the throne, but grace is on the throne now, and grace is in the ascendancy in our dispensation. What an advantage we have in that sense! We have every advantage; whatever may be adversative in our lives, whatever we may think is standing against us, it is well to remember, as the truth of the glad tidings opens it up to us, that grace is reigning, grace is on the throne. It is a regal thought, a royal thought, over against all that is so common around us, and so degenerate as the fruit of mans will, and the dislocation that has resulted from it; when servants are seen upon horses, and princes walking on foot, as Solomon, the preacher, in the book of Ecclesiastes refers to it. The result of mans will is the dislocation of everything in the scene around us, but the result of the assertion of Gods will, in its supremacy in the glad tidings, is that our wills through grace, and Gods moral sway in it, are subjugated, and brought under the influence of that will. That brings in what is conferred, and I speak to the younger brethren in the light of the glad tidings for it is a great thing to see what is conferred upon us. The truth of the gospel in the epistle to the Romans is to build up our souls in the knowledge of divine gift through what has been conferred upon us through gift. So that we have eternal life, sonship, great and glorious as these blessings are, moved on to our view on the line of gift in the truth of the gospel. It is so that our souls should be built up in substance, in property. Abraham had the light conveyed to him that the people would come out with property, they would come out with substance out of Egypt, and it is on this line that we are indicating in the truth of the glad tidings in Romans. 

    But then I wish to speak of royalty from our side, how it is developed with us, and entered upon from our side, especially in view of difficult matters, and difficult situations. We are to be above what is mean and petty, as belonging to heaven, and only here for the moment in the way of testimony. We are to carry heavenly manners, royal manners and dignity as belonging to heaven, and belonging to the expanse, and the ruling class, into all our ways; whether it be at school, whether it be at business, whether it be in the local assembly, royalty, heavenly dignity is to mark us, wherever we go. It is interesting in this book that we have so much reference to what is royal. If you go through this book and count the number of times that the word royal is used, I believe it is more than in any other book in the Scriptures. And this is of note and of interest, because Gods name is not mentioned in the book. The circumstances are very difficult for the people of God, and yet Gods name is not mentioned throughout the book, it does not appear in the book, as to the actual record. But, as we have often heard and often thought of it, He is behind all the scenes in the book. We can count on God wherever His people are concerned, wherever the testimony is concerned, that while, because of certain outward conditions in that which bears His name, as the people of God are in captivity. He may not be apparent on the public side, yet He is moving behind the scenes and, as we have heard often, He is moving the scenes that He is behind, for the help and blessing of His people. We are in similar days, dear brethren, for on the public side there is much to humble, as we think of the spirit of Vashti, the resistance of headship, the woman that would pave the way for the rival head in Haman, for that is what she really does. We want to get accustomed to the glory of headship, the wonderful glory that is spread before us in 1 Corinthians 11, before the Supper is taken up in its ordered setting and right location in the assembly. We get the wonderful glory shining in relation to God, Christ, the man and the woman, referring not exactly to what is in the assembly although inclusive of it, but referring to the public position, where sin has dislocated so much, dislocated everything, we might say, in mans world; so that woman is out of her place, and man is out of his place too, in relation to Christ and God. We want to see the wonderful glory that is shining there, the glory that makes way for the Lords supper, and the glories that follow. It is not only, you see, dear brethren, glory in the heavenly sphere, but glory linked with the position down here, moral glory as Christs and Gods headship is accepted, over against the spirit of the world around us, where the authority of headship is refused, and such dislocation has resulted. Vashti represents that spirit, and she is displaced as that spirit will be displaced. It will be displaced in the coming day in a full way, but how important, dear brethren, that it should be displaced in our hearts now, that there should be no room for the spirit of Vashti, the spirit that does not submit to the truth, the spirit that is not in subjection to the truth. How important the edict that is given forth, and the principle established, that every man should bear rule in his own house. Surely that is an important feature when we come to Christianity, and to the truth of the assembly. Indeed, if a man cannot bear rule in his own house, how can he bear rule in the house of God? How can he take care of the assembly of God? Therefore, dear brethren, it is important that our households should be under control, in the light of the dispensation of grace. Grace is on the throne, not the law, not the peremptory demands of the law, but grace on the throne, and that is not only to enter into our position in the assembly, but it is to enter into our household economies, working out through the head of the house, through the woman, through the wife, down through to the children. There may be things that issue has to be taken with, as the enemy seeks to bring in dislocation, we are not referring to that; we are referring to the importance of every man bearing rule in his own house. So that as things come into our houses, if we are as husbands in the testimony, the responsibility devolves upon the head, as to all that comes into the house; and it is important that the spirit of Vashti should not be present in the house, but that full room should be made for headship. However poor we may think our husbands are, however weak we may think some of them are spiritually, let us make room for the great divine thought of headship, for therein does the glory of God, and the glory of Christ shine. And we are to have part in that wondrous matter, the angels looking on, in regard to the great thought of the woman having authority on her head, as in this wonderful scene of the testimony, where the divine order is preserved, in the saints as recovered to God, recovered to the truth, through the glad tidings. 

    So that Vashti is displaced, but Esther comes into her place. That is, we have one coming on to view in Esther, who brings in what is divinely effected, as we would speak of it in our day. She had come under right influence and care, and we can thank God for the right influence and care that we come under, because it all has in mind the introduction and development of royalty. Esther is going to fit into the affairs of the king, she is going to have part in the wonderful affairs and matters of the kingdom, and all that is linked with it; and we want to see, young people, that we are coming into great affairs, great matters, matters that involve the glory of the kingdom of God, as we would speak of it, and therefore the need of care and preparation, the need of subjection, the need of yielding to every right influence that comes out from God through Christ toward us to affect us rightly. It is so easy to get under wrong influence, but how important it is that we should come under right influence. Esther came under the influence of Mordecai, and what an influence it was! What a genuine care for the testimony he had, and how important that there should be Mordecais amongst us, how important that there should be the influence of Mordecais, how important such influence is to heaven! And he has in mind Esther, he has in mind this great thought, and his ears are fully alive and his hearing acute in regard to what is transpiring. He knows that Vashti has to be replaced. He knows, as we know, that the first has to be set aside, and the second has to be established; and Esther is coming into this. It is not an easy matter, as we see in the course of the book, and it is not an easy matter you see for all of us, the practical and experimental learning to pass from what is natural to what is spiritual, first that which is natural, then that which is spiritual. In the truth of the glad tidings it involves much sorrow and bitterness of soul, as we go through it, but Esther comes under the hand, as we have often noticed, of Hegai, the chamberlain. Mordecai sees that she comes under, not only his influence, but that she comes under the influence of Hegai, the chamberlain, one who is typical of the Spirit. There is thus a process linked with her training and her education, for this great position in royalty that she is to fill, 

    therefore, dear brethren, the stress in Romans on the Spirit. How we need to see the stress and the emphasis on the Spirit, especially in the early part of Romans 8, for the Spirit is to be everything to us, in view of our training, and in view of the development of royalty in us. Spiritual royalty means that not only does grace reign, but that we reign, as Romans has in mind as to believers, that they are to reign in life, through the abundance of grace. It says, much rather shall those who receive the abundance of grace, and of the free gift of righteousness, reign in life by the one Jesus Christ, Romans 5: 17. Royalty involves that there is a moral and spiritual supremacy with us in our circumstances, that we are not dominated by them, but superior to them. How important it is for all of us, that we should not be controlled by circumstances, how circumstances are made excuses, how they are brought up time and again, as to our spiritual prosperity, and our spiritual buoyancy; it is as if we would use them as an excuse, whereas God in the wonderful things He has conferred upon us through grace, would build us up in this great thought of royalty, so that we are superior to our circumstances, that they do not control us. 

    Well, the times comes, to be brief, when a crisis has to be faced, and Mordecai is maintaining the lead, he has got a judgment of Haman. Haman represents the rival to Christ, the rival to all that is of God raised up in the testimony here in this world. He is a bitter opponent of the truth, as we would speak of it. He has no use for anyone, as we might say, but himself; he stands out in his own estimation, and the result is that sorrow is involved for the people of God. But Mordecai comes into the position, and we can always be thankful, dear brethren, in every part of the world, for the spirit of Mordecai coming into the position. It is the spirit of Christ coming into the position, in view of the holding of the ground, in faithfulness, in refusing to yield to the spirit of Haman, that for us looks on to and points to the rival head to Christ, that this world will soon make room for, and in relation to whom the apostasy will set in. We want to see the spirit of Christ in Mordecai, in adamant refusal to yield to this spirit that is seen in Haman. It brings out the hatred of Haman, as it always will bring out the hatred of the flesh, but the spirit of Christ in Mordecai has in mind this matter of royalty, and in all our localities, dear brethren, the spirit of Mordecai, or the spirit of Christ in Mordecai would have in mind this thought of royalty. In the first part of the book, it is what is put on Esther, as under the care of Hegai, but we come now to the fruit of the blessed influence of Mordecai, when the life of the people of God, the life of the testimony is jeoparded, and Mordecai indicates to her that she has come to the kingdom for such a time as this. Think of the time that we are living in, and the question is as to how we are all shaping up in it, how am I shaping up, how are you shaping up? We have the indication in this book of how Mordecai shaped up in this crisis. With Esther, you see, there is a little bit of doubt to begin with, but the persevering strain in Mordecai, in the spirit of Christ, in our localities, will see that Esther comes out as she should come out, according to the divine mind. So it says, on the third day Esther put on royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the kings house, over against the kings house. And the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the entrance to the house. Notice the emphasis on royal, what is royal. The emphasis on this is important at this juncture, because it is a question of the deliverance of the people of God. It is a question of their lives, it is a question of the life of the testimony. And therefore the moment arrives when we are tested as to what we should do. 

    Esther is told not to imagine in her heart that she will escape - none of us will escape, dear brethren - we all come under divine review, we all appear in our hour, in our day, in our time in the testimony, and the question comes up with heaven, and in the sphere of the testimony, how are we shaping up, how will we do, how will we act? Mordecai is in sackcloth; he feels the position publicly, he feels that the people of God should be subjected to such strain and pressure through the wilfulness and wantonness of a Haman. He knows the origin of that foe, that relentless foe, and he will not yield for a moment to him. And he is seeking that Esther might be brought into the matter, as we are all to be brought into the matter, and she puts on the royal apparel. We have been speaking about coming before the king, coming before ordered Government in this world; we want to see that we have got the royal apparel on, that we are different kind of persons, we belong to the expanse. I know that evil has come into the expanse, Jannes and Jambres are there, Philetus is there, and Hymenaeus is there; they will not be always there, they will soon go out of it. They are there, and how they got there is something we have to ponder. But we want to see that we belong to the expanse too, the assembly belongs to the expanse in this sense, and soon we shall be manifested in that relation, in the ruling, royal dignity that attaches to us as coming out with Christ. But in the meantime we have to have a judgment as to all that are in the expanse, so that we are not deceived by Jannes and Jambres, and Hymenaeus and Philetus, men who have erred as to the truth. We are to see it, Paul sees all that and he puts us on our guard in regard to it. Royalty would understand that, and it is developed in our souls. Believers as developing in the thought of royalty would see that that all belongs to what is going out of the expanse, but the saints are coming into the expanse, in the sense in which I am referring to it. And so Esther puts on the royal apparel, and we are to put on the royal apparel. It is a question you see, of what is different. There is so much of what is common around us, and I believe, in the present time in the testimony, we are challenged as to whether we are prepared to sacrifice, to take our lives in our hands, and put on the royal apparel, and go before the king in the interests of the testimony, that the truth might survive, that the people of God might survive, and that God and Christ, as the book shows in type in the end, might come into their universal supremacy. Oh, to think that we have part in it! Young brother, young sister, to think of your part as an Esther in this glorious system of things, where Gods supremacy is eventually to be known, and where the victory is known to faith. How important to see the royal apparel in this relation! 

    Now I want to refer to it in the other passages. I want to refer to this matter of royalty in the Lamentations of Jeremiah, for it is very striking how it comes in. I am not pressing it on the masculine line, I am going to trace it on the feminine line. We have had it in relation to Esther and now in Lamentations the reference to the princess; chapter 1: 1. We are to see how the feminine line comes into the matter of royalty, how it comes into the matter of the ruling class. Indeed, if we do not see that, we shall miss the divine thought, for the divine thought in Genesis 1 is that the masculine and the feminine are both involved in the matter of rule and government, in the universe of God. We want to see that, and the great place that Christ and the assembly has, and these passages typically are to develop us along the feminine line, so that we reach the full thought in Psalm 45, in the queen by the side of the king, in gold of Ophir. That is the full thought of royalty, 

    not a half thought, or a quarter thought, but the full thought - the queen in gold of Ophir. It is over against the circumstances in which the remnant are viewed in the second book of Psalms, the power of antichrist running high, cast out as they are, beyond Jerusalem, remembering the precious things that were linked with Jerusalem, but having in their souls the light of the king, and the light of the queen, in the fully divine appointed way, in gold of Ophir. But we have to face the matter of the Lamentations of Jeremiah, and how royalty develops as we face the broken and the ruined conditions around, where things are being reduced to such commonness among men, where that which bears the name of God, and bears the name of Christ is held in such scorn around us; where the enemy publicly seems to have gained the day, and has made headway, bringing the assembly publicly under the influence of the world, in her alliance with it. The Lamentations fit into that. Jeremiah had seen royalty on the masculine line in Josiah in a wonderful way, just as we have seen royalty on the masculine line in our days through the spirit of Christ operating in leaders in the revival: J.N.D., J.B.S., F.E.R., J.T. Oh! the royalty, dear brethren, in these beloved men of God, these beloved servants of God! Just like Jeremiah saw it in Josiah, that leader raised up in kingship in his day, and the great revival of the truth under his leadership and influence. What precious features came into view through royalty in Josiah, beginning early, as it did. I would commend it again to the younger brethren, that royalty begins early with us on the masculine line, as it did in Josiah. There is power to deal with things in our souls, that are contrary to the truth, power to deal with things in our lives and circumstances, that are contrary to the truth; so that we should come into the ruling line, to exercise moral power in our localities, as having first dealt with things in ourselves. No one can exercise moral power in any locality, that has never dealt with things in himself. Romans 7 helps us to deal with things in ourselves, to analyse good and evil, to put evil here, and good there; not to mix them together, but to put them in their proper places. And as we begin with ourselves, bitter and severe and sorrowful as the exercises may be, some of us perhaps, almost having gone out of fellowship in working out the exercises connected with Romans 7, but Oh! the blessing that results in the knowledge of the Deliverer, and the knowledge, as in the eighth chapter, of full deliverance by the power of the Spirit, and the presence of the Spirit. These are great things, young brethren, these are great things to all of us. Josiah began early, and we think of the ruling class set out in Josiah, and Jeremiah had seen it. He had seen the wonderful way in which the truth was recovered, and in which leadership was maintained, so that the truth had its place, so that the holy ark was put in the place that Solomon, the son of David the king of Israel had built. We have also royalty seen in Solomon and David! We have a book on it, you know. I wonder if we have all read it. How many are the books we have not read! Royalty and Headship seen in David, what a book it is! Josiah got it into his soul, and we are to get it into our souls, royalty seen in Christ, as typified in David. And Jeremiah had seen it and his soul was affected by it, but he saw that the state of the people was not equal to it at that time. However powerful the influence of leadership was, there were things that had to be faced amongst the people, and the Lamentations bear on it. So that we are challenged, dear brethren, as to the time when such leadership as we have referred to is absent; we are challenged as to whether the enemy is going to have his way. I think not, dear brethren! If there is one thing the Lord has shown, it is the product of royalty in leadership in ministry that has gone before, that product is in the assembly, and we love to think of it asserting itself. Well, Jeremiah had seen all this, and now he comes to speak of royalty on the feminine line, in regard to Judah, he says the princess among the provinces is become tributary. Is that the divine mind? No, dear brethren. We have to feel what God in His government is doing in relation to public condition, and as we accept His government, and the reduction that it brings, and bow under His government, we shall get blessing, we shall get help. Jeremiah speaks in the sorrow of his heart in this book, about God not hearing his prayer. He says in one instance, Even when I cry and shout, he shutteth out my prayer. And again he says, Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that prayer should not pass through, chapter 3: 8, 44. Think of these solemn conditions, dear brethren! We have spoken in connection with the book of Esther, that God is not mentioned there, but in this book God is there. He is entering in His government, into issue with what obtains in the public position, and in His government the heavens are shut up. How solemn these things are! But we have the spirit of Christ in Jeremiah, that would be with God, and make a way, as it were, for God to act, as I do believe Jeremiahs spirit did. So that as he ends his book, he sees royalty in the full effect of it in God Himself, as he says, Thou, Jehovah, dwellest for ever; thy throne is from generation to generation, chapter 5: 19. But we have to face, as the princess has to face, the impurity in her skirts, as it says, Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore is she removed as an impurity (verse 8), and then (verse 9), Her impurity was in her skirts. The skirts relate to our associations, our manners and habits in life; and we are to see that our skirts are clean. We have been speaking about the water; the death of Christ in its purifying aspect in the water, is to help us that our skirts should be clean, that there is no blood guiltiness in our skirts. In the book of Jeremiah itself, it speaks about blood guiltiness in the skirts. We are to see that the skirts of our garments are clean. The assertion and ascendancy of royalty in our souls would see to it, as the truth comes before us objectively, and as by the Spirit, it comes into us subjectively, and affects us subjectively, and that we cleanse and purify ourselves from these habits and associations of life that God in His government expresses His displeasure in. Well, that is the moral side, and if we are weak on moral lines, we shall be weak on other lines. We shall never be strong on spiritual lines if we are weak on moral lines. We are challenged as to the moral side of the truth, and how we are facing it, whether we are avoiding it, whether we are passing it by. But we have to face it, dear brethren; we have to face it with sorrow in the public position, but there is a way out, thank God, and royalty comes into view in the way out. So that Jeremiah would help us as to royalty, and the facing of it in connection with all the ruin and the breakdown, and we should see that it is not of God, in the proper and normal sense, that what is of Himself should be in servitude, or tributary to any principle of this world, or the man that is dominant in it. 

    Now I want to come to the Song of Songs, where we get the development of royalty in relation to the ardency of love. The passage that I have read in chapter 6 alludes to the Shulamite. Dispensationally it points to the great day of recovery and revival when Israel and Judah will be brought together in relation to the advances of the King towards them, and all his ministrations in relation to them, as it says, Return, return, O Shulamite; Return, return, that we may look upon thee. It is a wonderful thing to look upon the Shulamite, the feminine counterpart of Solomon! What a wonderful thing it is to look upon the assembly, and to see what has come about in the assembly through divine working, so that the Lord can speak of it, as my assembly in Matthew 16, and the assembly in Matthew 18. He never tires, as it were, of bringing on to our view the assembly; and any lover of Christ that stands by the assembly, and makes the most of it in their outlook, and makes the most of it in their exercises, will be honoured, as it says of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love thee. So it says, What would ye look upon in the Shulamite? It says, As it were the dance of two camps. Oh! the unity that will be brought about as Israel and Judah are united through the wonderful operations of the King! They will be united into one, their movements will be one. Instead of the rival kingdoms, instead of the rival parties, as we think of Jeroboam and all that came in through him in Israel, we have come to a time now, when the Shulamite returns, and there is seen, not the dances of two parties, but the dance. All the rivalry is gone, and Israel and Judah are seen as united in response to the ministry; for that is the point suggested in the dance, as the Lord says, in regard to John the baptist, and what was said, We have piped unto you and ye have not danced. Think of the wonderful pipings when the king will have to do with the remnant, and have to do with Israel, bringing about this wonderful result of the dance of the two camps, as Israel and Judah are united, under the hand of the king. Well, we are to see that in the assembly, that there is a way out of the confusion and the dislocation, in returning, departing from iniquity, and pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those that call on the Lords name out of a pure heart, and coming into the wonderful light of the Shulamite, the wonderful light of the assembly as in the assembly epistles. So it says How beautiful are thy footsteps in sandals, O princes daughter! Think of it, not how beautiful are thy sandals, but how beautiful are thy footsteps in sandals, O princes daughter! It is a question, you see, of our movements in the truth. It is the footsteps, not only the sandals, by themselves, but the footsteps - the way we have been going, where we have been travelling, and the imprints we have left, as it were. What have they been? Wherever we go, do we leave an imprint of Christ and of the assembly, or an imprint of ourselves? How beautiful are thy footsteps in sandals, O princes daughter! Then it says, The roundings of thy thighs - no sharp corners here, no difficult corners to manoeuvre or to manipulate. The roundings of thy thighs are like jewels, The work of the hands of an artist. Think of the refinement, the spiritual refinement linked with royalty in this relation, the princes daughter! We need to see our dignity in the eyes of Christ in this light, as returning, as forsaking wrong principles, as forsaking error, as forsaking lawlessness and unrighteousness; and coming into, in the revival, the wonderful features that come under the eye of Christ, in this profile view that we get of the loved one, typical of the assembly. May the Lord help us to see what the assembly is in His eyes, and may He help us to stand by it in all our localities, stand by the assembly, honour it at every turn! None of us is greater than the assembly. No matter how gifted a person becomes, in the realm of the testimony of God, he is not greater than the assembly; the assembly is greater than all when it comes to that. And every one of us is to see to it that we have a proper respect for the assembly, a proper regard for it, and if need be, we are to be subject to it, as recognising that the rule of heaven works out through it. 

    Well, just a word in Psalm 45. We have had the princess and the princes daughter and now we have the queen. The queen here sets out the full thought of the assembly, it is not an incomplete thought as to the assembly, not just going a little way as to it, but coming into the full thought of the assembly. It says, Upon thy right hand doth stand the queen; it is not the left hand, but the right hand. The King for us is at the right hand of God, and the queen is at the right hand of the King, just as we have been saying, in 1 Corinthians 11, where the glory works down. Oh, the relation of the glory in that sense, from God to Christ, and from Christ to the man, and from the man to the woman! Think of the glory, as we might say, projected on to our view, in relation to Christ where He is at the right hand of God, raised by the surpassing greatness of Gods power, but given to be head over all things to the assembly. In that glorious place of supremacy, the assembly is with Him; there is no shade of disparity, no sense of inequality, but perfectly suited to be there - the queen in gold of Ophir. May the Lord help us as to these thoughts of spiritual royalty, that we may see our dignity in the testimony, on the eve of translation at the present hour, and act as those that belong to the ruling class, for His names sake. 
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    Esther 6:1 - 14; Esther 7:1 - 10

    JTA question arises in this book which has not been noted so far. Why should Mordecai be so definite from the outset in refusing to bow to Haman? As Haman comes into evidence in chapter 3 it is said, But Mordecai bowed not nor did him reverence. And Haman notices that himself and is especially filled with fury on that account, we are told. But in view of the present application we have been making of this book we should see that divine principles, however old they are, do not change, but come down. Haman was, as we are told, the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite  Agag undoubtedly representing the Amalekite which Saul should have destroyed and which Samuel did destroy. He appears here and without any earlier intimation mentioned. Mordecai refuses to bow to him. Although he evidently knew that it involved danger, he steadily refuses to bow and thus excites the enemy. I think it gives us a lead that a divine principle in a crisis, however unapparently connected with the crisis, should be maintained, not overlooked, but maintained. 

    JDDo you think that Mordecai, under God, was honouring the law of Exodus 17 against the Amalekite? In the governmental ways of God he comes in with that principle of God and will not bow to Amalek. 

    JTI think that thought would link it with Samuels day. When the matter came up with Saul in the destroying of the Amalekites, we have words mentioned. And Samuel said to Saul, Jehovah sent me to anoint thee king over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken to the voice of the words of Jehovah (1 Samuel 15:1). The words are details, not mere general principles, but details. And clearly Mordecai had not forgotten the details. Saul thought that he had the matter well in hand in a general way in destroying, as he thought, the Amalekites. But Samuel says to him, What means then this bleating of sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of oxen which I hear? Well, Samuel had in his mind that they were words of Jehovah including all the details regarding this matter. Whereas Saul thought that generalities would suffice, and allowed natural feelings to enter into the matter and spared Agag. But in verse 32 we read, And Samuel said, Bring ye near to me Agag the king of Amalek. And Agag came to him gaily. Evidently refined and wealthy. And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is past. And Samuel said, As thy sword has made women childless, so shall thy mother be childless above women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before Jehovah in Gilgal. I was thinking, too, of what has been said about Exodus 17. The divine banner has been unfurled against Amalek and is there from generation to generation. And clearly Mordecai has this in mind. He had not forgotten. That is in these circumstances we are not befogged and confused. Our safety lies in observing divine principles in detail. 

    CBIn Balaams prophecy we have the thought of a shout of a king being in the midst of them. That is a king higher than Agag. 

    JTThat is another scripture that bears on this. Mordecai comes to be higher than Haman  it is a question of power. Balaam speaks of a shout of a king amongst the brethren, amongst the saints. Well, it is a question of power, kingly power even in reproach. Indeed, the king is in reproach and so are the brethren but the shout of a king is there. 

    CHHWould the ministry of Paul in Colosse correspond with what is seen here in dealing with Agag  dealing with the flesh  in order to make everything of Christ? 

    JTI am sure. That is the full thing. It is the whole matter there in Colosse. The putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ (Colossians 2:11). It fits in with what has been said as to going the whole way. Our safety lies in going the whole way as to any principle governing us. So Mordecai clearly is upright here. He is able to lift up his head  no shame. The salvation is for the head. Lift up your heads. Instead of shame and fear stand upright in the presence of the enemy! And thus appear before the authorities, as we had yesterday, the principles governing us as we appear before them. As Esther  she puts on proper apparel. So that we are dealing with actual circumstances and what is becoming in them. It was becoming that she should appear before the king in royal apparel. The question of royalty comes in. And this comes into our circumstances  spiritual royalty and magnificence and they include power. And it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the kings house, over against the kings house. And the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the entrance to the house. And it was so, when the king saw the queen Esther standing in the court, that she obtained grace in his sight. That is the position. It is royalty, and splendour in the queen, knowing how to observe her share in the royalty. She is owned as queen. So the king says, What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what is thy request? it shall be given thee even to the half of the kingdom. We have the half of the kingdom offered to such a person as this. It is a question of the way we appear before the great ones, and whether the golden sceptre is extended in recognition. They claim royalty, of course. Here is a man in supreme rule  our life is in his hands, as it were. It is a question of what is there in connection with Daniels image. The queen is equal to that. The saints are equal morally, too, as Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were. 

    LESReferring again to Peter, But ye are a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9). 

    JTQuite so. It is a chosen race and kingly priesthood here. 

    LESThat ye might set forth the excellencies of him. 

    JTThat is just it  the queenly, feminine side. That idea enters into the position  the apparel of the queen. Which all brings about, as we might say, the favour that God gives. God can do that. 

    JDIf we feel the thing that is happening, some of those features will come out as we are before the authorities. 

    APDoes not this side come out in Proverbs, as we learn to wait upon wisdom, knowledge and instruction? 

    JTYes, it is a sign of that  of those subjective qualities. 

    RemPaul before Agrippa displayed such qualities. 

    JTYes. It would seem by the general position that the court was favourable in the main. Thank God for that! This man might have been let go if he had not appealed to Caesar (Acts 26:32). Well, evidently there was some sympathetic atmosphere there with Paul and that was moral victory. The rigour of the voyage was greatly modified because Paul was in favour with them and he finally becomes master of the ship. 

    GMWould you pray for favour in the sight of these men? 

    JTYou get it in Nehemiah 2:4,5, So I prayed to the God of the heavens. And I said to the king ... And he got his request  the queen was by the king. 

    RHWould it be right to connect the thought of piety in Timothy with these thoughts? 

    JTVery good. That thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in Gods house, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15). Well, that is in the assembly  the greatest requirements  we must respect them. 

    RHAnd so it says, It is necessary that he should have also a good testimony from those without (1 Timothy 3:7). 

    JTNow to go on to the feasts of Esther. In chapter 2 we have Esthers feast given by the king. Now we have two feasts. There had been one feast made for her and now she makes two feasts. We must read this chapter in the light of the wisdom of Esther, because it is a question of the enemy. The king now is in favour. The king is in favour up to the half of his kingdom. She has gone a long way and has a great advantage. God gives us these advantages. But we want to exploit them, not allow them to fall to the ground. And Esther answered and said, My petition and my request is, If I have found grace in the sight of the king, and if it please the king to grant my petition, and to perform my request, let the king and Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare for them, and I will do tomorrow according to the kings word. Now we have something to look into here. Why did she not take advantage of the opportunity? Wisdom is operative. It gives her immense power and she wants to consolidate that power and not hasten unduly in the matter. Let the position be consolidated. Well, this is what Esther does. She is not in a hurry, but making the best of the position to use it. Now it is for the brethren to see the importance of waiting and using wisdom. As God gives the opportunity, to make the most of it. 

    CHHDoes it allow the government of God on evil to fully develop? 

    JTIt seems as if God is in the matter in an unseen way as the circle is gradually reducing to Esther the king and Haman. It is gradually reducing to one man  Haman. Is he wise? The devil is not wise. He is short-sighted. Haman is very short-sighted! You marvel that he did not observe that something was against him. But he does not. He goes into his house and tells his wife and his friends of all his glory and riches. And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the princes and servants of the king. And Haman said, Yea, Esther the queen let no man come in with the king to the banquet that she had prepared but myself; and tomorrow also I am invited to her with the king. Well now, see how dense he is! Think of what is against him and he did not sense it. We are to face the devil. The apostle says, Resist him. Because there are great weaknesses in the devils activities and the spiritual observe them. Folly shows itself in them. The time of the second feast indeed brings out his folly and especially the using of the gallows he himself had made. 

    QuesIs this the result of the three days fasting? 

    JTThat is where wisdom comes in. There is not a word about prayer here, but it is fasting. That is the point. Perhaps if we fasted as much as we prayed there would be more accomplished. 

    JDAnd Haman went forth that day joyful and glad of heart; but when Haman saw Mordecai in the kings gate, that he stood not up nor moved for him, he was full of fury against Mordecai. You wonder that Haman did not sense then that something was going on. 

    JTIt is wonderful the non-discernment of the enemy. God instructs us as to the kind of enemy that we have to deal with  he proceeds on lines and is unable to foresee how he can be overcome. And we are to be instructed in the principles of war  to know and observe the antagonist and thus it comes out that he is being overcome and does not know it. Why did he not sense something in this woman? What is all this about? Why is she so favourable? Does he not know anything about Esther? Have his spies not found out about this woman? Apparently not. 

    PBSatan does not discern the spiritual. 

    JTBut the spiritual discerns all things, and he is discerned of no one (1 Corinthians 2:15). 

    RHThe Colossian thought of Esther is, In which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge (Colossians 2:3). 

    JTShe is going on with great skill. And the tide is turning in her favour and the king evidently is now. He is making up his mind about Haman and it is there when the time comes, The king is something that God respects, like Pilate. The Lord replies to Pilate. Thou hadst no authority whatever against me if it were not given to thee from above (John 19:11). The Lord spoke to Pilate  talked to him. Haman is unable to discern what is going on and Esther is not discerned, she has the recognition of the king. The war is against Haman, the conflict is against him and he is not sensible to it. 

    JDIt was of God that Haman controlled himself. God in His government is handling the situation. When Haman saw Mordecai in the kings gate, that he stood not up nor moved for him, he was full of fury against Mordecai. But Haman controlled himself and came home. It was all in Gods governmental ways to bring him to the real issue. 

    JTIt would have spoiled the position if he had been allowed to show his real feelings then. 

    LESThe sinister movements of the enemy in Corinth were discerned by Paul and exposed by him. 

    JTHe was cognisant of what was there. He knew of it. Another thing is divine agencies. God has His agents here. The king is brought in as one of them. Haman is not able to discern that the tide is turned against him. We are to exploit that  what is successful  keep on with it. She is now on the feast matter. And it gives her time to fully exploit the advantage. She knew exactly what was going on. 

    RHDoes this waiting until tomorrow suggest the need of patience in these matters? 

    JTIn Numbers 16:16 we get, And Moses said to Korah. Be thou and all thy band before Jehovah, thou, and they, and Aaron, tomorrow. Why not today? It is patience. We have to give time for things to work out. It is tomorrow  not today. Tomorrow takes twenty-four hours for the earth to go around. It requires movement. Now something is going on, while the culprit does not discern anything at all. It takes time for things to work out as in the rebellion of Korah and the matter is put over until tomorrow in each case. And tomorrow brings out that the almond rod of Aarons budded, blossomed and brought forth almonds  it takes time. It usually takes months; that it should only take a night was a miracle, but still it took some time. And then time implies patience on our part, waiting for God to work. So these two feasts are to be observed  to the natural mind it may be unnecessary detail  but it shows wisdom is operative. This woman had come into these things by her fasting  self-denial  Haman was discerned in full and did not see that the current was against him. 

    CHHThis principle of waiting is an important principle. Our dispensation is the waiting period. 

    JTThe presence of the Spirit here is just in that setting. And it is the same setting in regard of every principle. You have to realise the need of the Spirit. Many expect that it is automatic, but it is not. It never was. A divine principle enters into it. We are to fully realise the need of the Spirit. 

    FRIs this principle seen in relation to Lazarus? The Lord did not go to him immediately. 

    JTThat is a good illustration. And see what effect it had on both Mary and Martha  it was a question of divine glory. This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it (John 11:4). Both the Father and the Son are to be glorified. So it is well worth waiting for. 

    LESDoes it fit in here that one great feature of Johns gospel is on the morrow? 

    JTYes, that is the thought. It is what the morrow signifies. Each morrow brings out something issuing in the millennium  the third day. The Lord says, Go, tell that fox, Behold, I cast out demons and accomplish cures today and to-morrow, and the third day I am perfected (Luke 13:32). 

    JDThe Lord speaks of a divine principle in John 11. This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God. The Lord had Gods glory in view. And so it is here. 

    JTI think so. The two feasts are like two days  He remained two days where He was, so that Lazarus should be buried. And Lazarus had been four days buried to bring out the corruption that had set in. Showing that He has power to raise the dead  whether dead two thousand years or four days, it makes no difference. 

    APIs the attitude of Esther the standing attitude of Ephesians? 

    JTHaving done all to stand (Ephesians 6:13). Standing in the sense of resistance. Well now, the time is well filled up with these two feasts. Esther probably had a retinue of cooks  but these are Esthers feasts  what she is doing. And the king does not say, No, I have a great many military or political matters to look after. No, Esther is prevailing. What she wants is accomplished. And so it says in verse 13, Yet all this is of no avail to me so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the kings gate. Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends to him. There is the woman again. She is there in the making of these gallows. But the end is that he himself is hanged on the tree. Not the man of God, Mordecai, but Haman. The Lord Jesus hung on a tree to accomplish redemption. He was made sin  a curse  for us. Most solemn consideration! Well, it goes on, Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends to him, Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high. That is seventy-five feet which is a very imposing thing. His wife suggests this  she brings in the feminine as in these circumstances. Democracy is very cautious to bring in the feminine side; they say the voice of the people is the voice of God. That is not true. Because you get the worst possible from the voice of the people. 

    JGJezebel urged on Ahab. 

    JTIt says that Hamans wife and friends advised this. Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, and in the morning speak to the king that Mordecai may be hanged on it. Another morning. They have the idea of the morning. But no recognition of God in it. Haman had no such idea. It does not fit with what he has in mind. And in the morning speak to the king that Mordecai may be hanged on it; then go in merrily with the king to the banquet. He is thoroughly in this. So the scene is fixed for the final act, the second feast. And in the interim the chronicles are brought in. On that night sleep fled from the king. And he commanded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king. And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the kings chamberlains, keepers of the threshold, who had sought to lay hand on king Ahasuerus. And the king said, What honour and dignity has been done to Mordecai for this? and the kings servants that attended upon him said, Nothing has been done for him. And the king said, Who is in the court? Now Haman had come into the outward court of the kings house to speak to the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him. And the kings servants said to him, Behold, Haman is standing in the court. And the king said, Let him come in. So Haman came in. And the king said to him, What is to be done with the man whom the king delights to honour? That is refined cruelty  righteous cruelty is being made to bear upon him. He has to adorn Mordecai and put him on the kings horse. A remarkable turn of circumstances! 

    TDThe enemy is planning the destruction of Mordecai, but certain circumstances turn in his favour. 

    JTThat is what comes out here. The servants have a ready answer to the kings enquiry about Mordecai. They are not against him. When the tide turns, so to speak, everything is favourable to what is right. But we have to learn all this. Chapter 4 is the secret of the whole matter. We have to learn to fast. 

    JFIs learning to fast the principle of wisdom as in Esther? God takes up the thought in that sleep goes from the king. 

    JTThat is the turning point, God takes sleep from the king and causes the attempted assassination to bring Mordecai into evidence  to bring things before the king  for the hour of the crisis is approaching. 

    LESSo the word is to fast in a day like this when it is so easy to do otherwise. 

    JTWe have prayed much and should keep on praying, but perhaps where we fail is fasting  that is, self-denial. Not simply ordinary worldly things, but denying ourselves of legitimate things. But this kind does not go out but by prayer and fasting (Matthew 17:21). The question we are to answer is: What does fasting mean? It is self-denial of what is legitimate. 

    JGAll things are lawful to me, but all things do not profit (1 Corinthians 6:12). 

    JTThe apostle lived in an attitude of self-denial of legitimate things. 

    CBFasting calls for sacrifice. 

    JTThings which appeal to the appetite are denied in fasting. 

    DRHave we not a right to take round a sister as wife? (1 Corinthians 9:5). 

    JTHe had rights  was it not right for him to be a married man? All the apostles were married except himself. 

    QuesIs not God bringing to light in testimony what belongs to Him in the young men as they stand true, and is He not bringing to light treasure? 

    JTHe is. This treasure is what is brought out of the work of God and that is what we are concerned about. It is coming out here in Esther. These are her chapters more than they are Mordecais. Mordecai led in the matter but now she is in the front row. She is the spearhead in this conflict. And she is acting wisely. It is a question of self-denial and wisdom so that we have power. We have strength. 

    PBThe king speaks to Haman first and Haman never gets an opportunity to speak about the hanging of Mordecai. 

    JTIt is a matter of the want of sleep. The king knew very little about fasting, but God comes in and makes him fast for sleep. Sometimes we fast for sleep and God makes known His mind in the sleepless hours of the night. Here the king is compelled to fast for sleep and these things come into his mind  he wants to read the book of the chronicles  and so he finds things out about Mordecai. God designed this. The king is denied sleep. But God intended him to use those sleepless hours to look into the book of chronicles. And what chronicles there are of the doings of the saints! What delightful manifestations of the work of God at the judgment-seat of Christ, when everything will be displayed of the things done in the body! Well, this is one of the acts of Mordecai. It is in the chronicles and the king hears it and wants to know about it. What reward had been given Mordecai? And of course this all is in view of the destruction of Haman. Mordecai is now coming into evidence. 

    RHIs all this detail intended to show the absolute accuracy of Gods ways? My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways (Isaiah 55:8). 

    JTWhat happened in the interim  in the night season! The morrow is going to bring out the decision as to Haman. 

    AHThe counsel of Hushai defeated the counsel of Ahithophel. God is working to effect what is in His mind in every case. 

    JTHe defeated the good counsel of Ahithophel. So that the servants here knew the answer to the enquiry  What has been done for this man? Nothing has been done. The saints do not get much, you know, in this world, unless something happens to force recognition of their good deeds. But there is no great effort to bring them to light. It was in reading this book of chronicles that the king was made to ask about Mordecai and the servants told him immediately that nothing had been done for him. And then the king says, Who is in the court? 

    DRWould the servants represent the men in the parliaments trying to see that justice is done? 

    JTIt might be that. There is always someone that will come forward to witness to what is right especially after the kings sleepless night. So these servants knew that nothing had been done for Mordecai. How did they know? They must have had some sympathy with Mordecai. 

    LESAs unknown, and well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as disciplined, and not put to death; as grieved, but always rejoicing; as poor, but enriching many; as having nothing, and possessing all things (2 Corinthians 6:9,10). 

    JTYou can see as already has been alluded to, how Paul had the sympathy of and was in favour with, the centurion. The preservation from the massacre showed that he wanted to spare Paul. 

    AHWith regard to Paul appealing to Caesar  would we see these features and qualities of suffering with Paul? 

    JTWell, that is the thing. There is work to be done in the saints, they are the theatre of Gods operations. The prayer meetings are where we speak to God, but the fasting meetings are another matter. And the Lord tells us it is prayer and fasting that is needed. 

    JFFasting is needed as well as prayer. You have spoken of prayer meetings and now it is fasting in a collective way, too. 

    JTWe need help on the self-denial of legitimate things. Fasting makes room for the Spirit. 

    LESWe are tested in the holiday season  how we fill up our days in view of the gravity of matters. It is a day-by-day matter. 

    JTI am sure that is right. Holiday seasons are defiling. These resorts that men provide for humanity are surely marked by defilement. Fasting would be denying yourself of legitimate things. Well, you have to have a holiday sometime  but time is short. The more spiritual a person is the greater their sense of time  there is so much to be done in the Lords things. 

    RHIt is a matter of fasting night and day. 

    JTChapters 6 and 7 bring that out, and bring out the issue between the devil and the people of God as represented in Mordecai and Esther. So this is an immense advantage to Mordecai. It is not by any current event, but a historical event, the recognition of things in earlier days. Now these things come down in his favour. It was an earlier, historical matter. Now he is honoured. And Haman answered the king, For the man whom the king delights to honour, let the royal apparel be brought with which the king arrays himself, and the horse that the king rides upon, and on the head of which the royal crown is set; and let the apparel and horse be delivered unto the hand of one of the kings most noble princes, and let them array the man whom the king delights to honour, and cause him to ride on the horse through the street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honour! And the king said to Haman, Make haste, take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the kings gate; let nothing fail of all that thou hast said. And Haman took the apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and caused him to ride through the street of the city, and proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honour! So that God is giving through this incident, which is a historical one, an opportunity for Mordecai to be rightly owned. And God is doing these things now. 

    CBMordecai stood for the rights of the throne and now he is being recognised. Would you say that the Lord stood for the rights of the throne of God  and representatively that is our position today? 

    JTThat is just the truth. Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Fathers glory (Philippians 2:9 - 11). That is the outcome of His passion  God has honoured Him. Then (verses 5 - 8), Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondmans form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. And then we have that God has highly exalted Him. These things are foreshadowed here, in how Mordecai rises in greatness and glory as we shall see in the next meeting, but here we have the issue with Haman. This is the second feast. And the king and Haman came to drink with Esther the queen. She is in every instance the queen now. And the king said again to Esther on the second day, at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be granted thee; and what is thy request? even to the half of the kingdom it shall be done. So the king has not changed his mind. The matter is established. And Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found grace in thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request; for we are sold, I and my people. Could she not have made a speech like this on the first day? But God made her greater in the interim. This matter involving Mordecai greatly strengthened Esther. The general position is better, the tide is turning and God is in it. 

    LESIt is not now, If I perish, but My people. 

    JTShe is identifying herself with the people of God, great as she is. 

    APThe wisdom is manifest in connection with the fasting with the people. 

    JTWell, no doubt, fasting is the power. God is strengthening Esthers position  not placing Mordecai at the bottom as was in the mind of Haman  but placing him in the supreme place. It is wonderful the way God comes in for us. 

    JDDoes this place of favour allude to Christs place as glorified? 

    JTQuite so. Mordecai goes back to the gate. 

    RHIs the end of verse 4 the greatness of Gods people universally? 

    JTWhat fine words she uses here. She is identifying herself with the people. We are sold, I and my people. Not the Jews, but, My people. To be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my tongue, although the adversary could not compensate the kings damage. The immense gift of twenty million cannot make up for the damage  the damage to the king  he cannot compensate it. And king Ahasuerus spoke and said to Esther the queen, Who is he, and where is he that has filled his heart to do so? He is thoroughly aroused now. God is working. Wrath is coming up, the wrath of the king, as Proverbs says. 

    JDIf all the saints in Vancouver were to be slain, what would Vancouver do? What would be the kings damage  the damage to the people of Vancouver if the saints were taken away? 

    JTThat is looking at the thing in a concrete way  Vancouvers damage could not be compensated. 

    DRIf sold for bondmen and bondwomen in ways in which the people can help the government, it would be all right. 

    JTI had held my tongue then. But it is the destruction of them that she cannot stand. And the kings wrath comes up. She profits there. And Esther said, The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Wonderful strength and courage in her words. She is exploiting her advantage now, not modifying things, making it easier for the devil or ourselves in that sense. Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. Power in a dual sense  the people of God bring that out  the power of the king and the queen. That will be in the millennium, there will be the Jews honoured upon earth  the queen in gold of Ophir on His right hand. The heavenly city, of course, is the queen. We are being prepared for these things in this book. 

    JDHaman makes request for his life to the queen. 

    JTThe queen has power now. 

    RHIs that the second established? 

    JTThat is the idea. The care meeting is the place of terror for evildoers. 

    CBFelix trembled. 

    LESEsther calls him  this wicked Haman  the adversary, the enemy. It is like the titles of Satan in Revelation. 

    JTJust so. The courage in her words! The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. The book of Revelation brings out all the titles of the devil. 

    Well, God willing, we will have just one more season  the final acts in this drama, of the two feasts of Esther. All leads up to the glory of Christ and the assembly or the glory of Christ and the Jews in the remaining chapters. 
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    EXPOSURE AND ATTRACTION (WJH 14)

    Genesis 41: 9-13; Esther 7: 9, 10; Luke 23: 39-43; Colossians 1: 19-22

    I have no doubt that we have all at times been delighted to contemplate the Lord Jesus Christ as the great centre of the universe of God. How delightful it is to all the saints, I am sure, to gaze into heaven, as it were to look through that door opened in heaven and see with the eye of faith the Lord Jesus Christ, the centre around which stands every creature that has a place in Gods universe. 

    We are not told in Revelation 4 and 5 that there was any command for the elders or living creatures, or indeed for the angels to surround that throne; we are not told that they were commanded to utter their praise and worship, the secret being that there is such an appreciation of Christ in that blessed scene and of what He has done, that He is the centre there. 

    One desired to say a few words that the Lord might be pleased to use to help us to be more definitely drawn to Him. The Lord said, as recorded in the gospel by John, I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. Something was about to transpire that would be so powerful in its influence over the hearts of men, over the hearts of His own, that it would draw all to Him. Then we are told that, this he said, signifying by what death he was about to die; not only that He would die, but by what death. We are ready to take account of the wondrous fact that He died for us. The apostle preached that, Christ died... and that he was buried. These two great facts stand out and we are reminded of the meaning of them continually. Death is the termination of life here in flesh and blood, burial takes place that what remains may be put out of sight; as Abraham said, that I may bury my dead out of my sight. Nobody can evade these two things. Children do not live long before their reality must be seen and known, that death is here  the termination of responsible life in flesh and blood, and burial must follow; what remains must be put out of sight. 

    One has wondered for oneself whether what death he should die is taken much account of, whether the bearing of the cross is sufficiently regarded. It was in the being lifted up, not simply and only death, that there is such drawing power, as the Lord said, I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. I speak for myself, one is more ready to face death and burial than to face what being lifted up means. Being lifted up is exposure. I believe the natural heart is more ready to accept death and burial than exposure. Exposure is a terrible thing to the human heart. I understand that is what is meant by the Lords words, I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. Lifted up implies being exposed to reproach and open shame. As we think of what death He should die, and as we take into our hearts that it was for us, we are to feel the drawing power that holds the hearts of all! What an awful thing it is to be hanged! The human mind shudders at the contemplation of being hanged. It resents it. In parts of the world the thing literally is abandoned because of the intense resentment of mans heart to exposure. Quite another matter for persons to die secretly, to be surrounded by love and care and all that human wisdom can provide, but being hanged is another matter altogether. Being hanged means that there is exposure before all; and that such a one is unfit to be on the earth. I wonder whether we have come to that. In the book of Genesis, chapter 40, we read of the two men in prison; one man, Pharaohs baker, was unfit to live, and the only adequate punishment was that he should be hanged. The other man, the kings cup-bearer, was released by the kings favour to minister again to Pharaoh. The book of Genesis works that out for our instruction. 

    You see the beginning of the two men with Cain and Abel; the same two men in character that we read of in Genesis 40. Think of what must have been in Eves heart as she said, I have gotten a man from the Lord. What intense feelings must have been hers as the character of that man developed, and she learned he was a murderer. He was of the wicked one and slew his brother. That is one feature of the baker who was hanged; another comes out in Ishmael. Again you have the two men viewed from another aspect in Ishmael and Isaac. Abraham says, O that Ishmael might live. What must have been the feelings of Abrahams heart especially, and also of Sarahs, as the true character of Ishmael developed and became exposed. He is a mocker of Isaac. He has no place in his heart for Isaac  he mocks him, he is a wild ass of a man, his hand against every man, and every mans hand against him. What intense feelings must have been Abrahams as all these things came to light! Then we have Esau and Jacob. Isaac loved Esau; right up to his closing days he would have blessed Esau, but look at Esau! A profane person, a man who puts no value on what is of God, a man who for a mess of pottage would sell his birth-right. Whether Esau valued it or not, it is there to be valued. I think Isaac comes to the setting aside of Esau afterwards, when he says of Jacob, yea, and he shall be blessed. They appear again in Reuben and Joseph. The Spirit of God in the Chronicles puts them together, the first-born was Reuben, but the birth-right was Josephs. When Reuben was born Leah said, See, a son. Think of her hopes. Think of what was in her heart as she looked upon her son. See, a son, she said. Think of what must have then been in her soul and Jacobs too. Reuben, he said, thou art my first-born, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: unstable as water, thou shalt not excel. He had to learn that Reuben was not to be trusted. The most sacred relationship on earth could not be trusted to Reubens care. These four men  Cain, Ishmael, Esau, and Reuben  give us features of the baker, who was hanged. The only thing to do with man after the flesh, that which is in every one of us, according to divine light, is to hang him. Not simply is he to die, but he is to be exposed before the gaze of all as one unfit to live, as one under condemnation, as one in the place of the curse. 

    Then the butler. His history runs through to Joseph. It begins with Abel, a man who to minister to God, would die if need be  righteous Abel. A man to whom to minister to Gods pleasure was more to be desired than to live; bringing a more excellent sacrifice to God than Cains. He appears again in Isaac. Isaac was one who was prepared by subjection to his father to travel with him to mount Moriah. Without any trace of rebellion Isaac was prepared to be laid on the altar and to be offered to God. He is continued in the butler, and is a man of whom Sarah said, God has made me laugh: all that hear will laugh with me. Think of the merriment that Isaac brought into the hearts of many. The one through whom the blessing of God would extend to every family. The butler appears again in Jacob. A man who loved the blessing of God, whatever may have been his wrong-doings in the way he sought it. Jacob was a man who loved the favour and blessing of God more than anything else. The history of this butler appears also in Joseph, the man who could be trusted. If Joseph stands out in one way more than another, it is as one who could be trusted. Reuben was unstable as water, but the birth-right was Josephs as one who could be trusted in every position. Look at him! You find he does not falter. He says to his masters wife, how should I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? So the butler comes out of the prison still to be the kings cup-bearer. One loves to think of the Lord as the One who will always bring pleasure to God. The Lord Jesus Christ never ceased to minister to the heart of God. 

    In the book of Esther the same principle is worked out. Genesis is the beginning, the work of God coming to light in the souls of men individually. There is no tabernacle there, no sacrifices being brought to the tabernacle and the priesthood set up. Genesis expresses the work of God in us individually, and what can we bring if that is not there? What do you think Cain could have contributed to the tabernacle, what could Esau have brought, or Ishmael, or Reuben in his unjudged state? What kind of offerings would any of them have brought? The baker  what kind of element would he provide. The great lessons of Genesis must precede all, and when you come to the book of Esther, a day that corresponds now with the closing day, the day of brokenness, of lawlessness, of captivity, still these two men appear again, and the same issue is worked out. There is one man that must be hanged. What a man Haman was! A man descended from one who would have challenged the rights of the throne of God. He was a murderer, a Cain, an Ishmael, his hand against every man, a wild ass of a man, a profane person, a traitor. Every feature of the first man was there in Haman. The kings wrath is only pacified when his true character is exposed, when he is hanged, when the gallows that he made for Mordecai finds him on it as exposed to all in Ahasuerus kingdom. The true character of Haman is manifest; whereas the true butler is there still in Mordecai. A man who would die before he would give up the rights of God; before subjection to the will of God should be set aside. Mordecai would die. Mordecai bowed not to Haman, the Agagite, an Amalekite, and so at the end of the book it is recorded that Haman is hanged and Mordecai exalted. What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour? 

    In Luke 23 we have the same position again. There are the robbers and one admits that he deserves to be hanged. Think of him accepting it! We indeed justly. He sees in his history what was like Cain, what was like Ishmael, a lawless man, wild ass of a man, he sees Esau in it; he has lived his life in disregard of God. He sees Reuben in it, wholly untrustworthy, a robber; but there is just this difference, he accepts the exposure. We indeed justly. What an exposure! Not simply to die, but to be hanged! One of the malefactors which were hanged. Someone else also was hanged, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. There is Someone else there. The dying robber finds One at his side. Scripture speaks of the cross, but it also speaks of His cross. Words that should vibrate in every heart  His cross. It says in John, he bearing his cross went forth. Not simply the cross; the cross may be connected with what man provided, but His cross. Why His cross? The passage I read in Colossians speaks of the blood of his cross. Why His cross? The robber thinks of that when he says this man hath done nothing amiss. Why is He exposed? Why is He in the place of judgment, in the place of curse? Why is He put to open shame? He accepted it. It was His cross as accepting it. There is only One who has been crucified for us; is there any wonder therefore that the Lord said, I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, 

    will draw all to me. But this He said signifying by what death He was about to die. The apostle Paul was prepared to accept the exposure. He says, I am crucified with Christ. That is what I believe we need to realise if we are to contribute to the assembly, if we bring spiritual sacrifices, if we are rightly to be in the family of God. It must begin with this, we must accept the exposure. I am crucified, Paul said, not literally, but in his judgment of himself, in his judgment of the flesh. He accepted that the crucifixion of Christ was his crucifixion. He says, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. He also tells the Romans that our old man has been crucified. I think it is very important, especially for those of us who are young, to accept it. The old man is in the singular, because he is in every one of us, he is in you and in me. We are told to put off the old man with his deeds, Colossians 3: 9, but this will only be done as we realise that the only thing fitting is that he should be hanged. The exposure is accepted humbly, as the only fitting thing for that man. Now as having reached that judgment like the dying robber, what do I bring into the assembly? If we think of that man as one who reached this judgment in his soul, what would he bring into the upper room if he had remained here? What a holy love for Christ he would bring in! What a judgment of sin also! What lowliness would mark him! We indeed justly. He had accepted that he should be hanged, but he found One who was crucified for him. How humbly he would come into the upper room, what a sense of mercy he would bring with him! These are elements of great value in the upper room, for the individual saint to bring, a heart that delights in Christ and loves Him, a heart that has learned that the only thing that can be done with the flesh, the only thing adequate for what I am naturally, is to be hanged; not simply to die and be buried, but to be hanged. When you get a believer on these lines, what an asset he is to the assembly! 

    One desired to present these few thoughts to us. I know very well that there is nothing we shrink from more than exposure. I believe most of us would rather die and be buried than be exposed, but the blessed Lord Jesus Christ has accepted the exposure. He bearing his cross, and thus He has made peace. All that was against God, all that disturbed was settled then. He has made peace by the blood of His cross, so that we might be presented holy, unblamable, and irreprovable in His sight as in attachment to Himself. 

    One would earnestly desire to be helped of the Lord to accept the meaning of the cross, the meaning of exposure, the full meaning of I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. But this he said signifying by what death he was about to die. 
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    READINGS ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER (5) (JT 54)

    Esther 8:1 - 17; Esther 10:1 - 3

    JDI would like to ask how you regard the apparent heartlessness of this Persian monarch with this man whom he had promoted above all others and with whom he had drunk. Would it set out that the principles found in mans world, in Satans world, do not stand, as we have come to now? And all this makes room for the governmental ways of God in the establishing of His principles. 

    JTThat is true, no doubt. For while the king represents Gods authority, it also shows how God uses the fickleness of the person. God can use anyone. Even Balaam, one of the worst men, is used to say the greatest things of the people. And immediately afterwards he teaches Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the children of Israel. So that while instrumentalities that God uses may represent peculiarly certain things of Christ Himself and God Himself, at the same time they are just men. This brings out what God can do. So that I think we see in this mans base fickleness and readiness to turn either to good or evil, what God can do in such circumstances. And, of course, what rulers were then they are now. They are fickle and exposed to political influences of every sort. So that we depend upon God every moment. There is nothing fixed in this world  no assurance in their promises. Whereas with God He is working out His mind  His government is stable and He would draw us into that stability. Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, ... is God (2 Corinthians 1:21). There is stability. He establishes us. And that is what we may see in these three chapters. The seventh is important  dealing with how the king is brought thoroughly into the right side of the matter. So that his wrath rose up  he was thoroughly aroused, as if representing the wrath of God itself. Now we have the destruction of Haman. So it says, So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. That is the end of chapter 7. And then chapters 8 to 10 are occupied with the feminine in all this  the establishing of it. Not exactly much added greatness to Esther but added greatness to Mordecai. For what God has in mind is Christ, the male side in all this. Mordecai represents that and there is certain authority with him. Chapter 10 has only three verses and all about Mordecai. That is where our minds are left. 

    GAIs there any parallel in this chapter with Matthew 28 where the angel has the stone rolled away and is seen sitting on it? 

    JTWell, there is that. Satan has been overthrown. The resurrection of Christ implies that. So that in Romans 16:20 we have, But the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. That means that what was reached through the death of Christ was rapid and quick  from the divine side the matter is settled, but it takes time to reach it in us  for it is under our feet. We have to be ready with our feet to trample on the devil when God gives us the opportunity. So we have the idea in the third of Genesis  his head is to be bruised. We have to be in readiness with our feet for that purpose. And these chapters show that Mordecai and Esther and the Jews were to be in readiness with their feet to bruise the devil and the wicked one. Not only Haman but his progeny  his ten sons. So in this chapter it is said, On that day did king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the Jews oppressor to Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before the king; for Esther had told what he was to her. And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman. So there is the complete displacement of Satans emissary by Esther and Mordecai. The king now knows who the queen is. The family is now brought into evidence, pointing to the day when the Jews will be exalted, taking the place of other elements of opposition. 

    JDWhat would you say as to Esther and Mordecai being given this place as under Ahasuerus? Is it the feminine side recognising the male side? 

    JTIt is a question of the Jews, someone representing Christ in relation to the Jews. In the millennium Christ comes out in many relations  in relation to the assembly  in relation to the Jews, and in other relations  King of kings and Lord of lords. We have this typified in Mordecai. 

    FRThe position is consolidated as they go. They have the house of Haman given to them. Then Esther proceeds with her concern in relation to her people. 

    JTThat is just what is brought out here. The position is established and then we have a new chapter. And Esther spoke yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his device which he had devised against the Jews. And the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. And Esther arose and stood before the king, and said, If it please the king and if I have found grace before him, and the thing seem right to the king, and I be pleasing in his sight, let it be written to reverse the letters devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews that are in all the kings provinces. For how shall I endure to see the evil that shall befall my people? and how shall I endure to see the destruction of my kindred? And king Ahasuerus said to queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because he stretched forth his hand against the Jews. Write ye then for the Jews as seems good to you, in the kings name, and seal it with the kings ring. For a writing that is written in the kings name, and sealed with the kings ring, cannot be reversed. Considerable time may have elapsed. This is a new movement. Esther and Mordecai were exploiting to the full the advantage that God had given to what is right, which is an important matter. Do not settle down half-way, but go the whole way in exploiting the advantage God gives His people. 

    AHNow is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out (John 12:31). 

    JTAnd I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me (John 12:32). Now it is a question of how Esther and especially Mordecai is coming in to secure a position of importance and influence. Verse 3 brings in a further matter and Esther resorts to falling before the king. It is a question of whether her influence is going to continue. She is dealing with a fickle man but she is continuing and becoming greater and greater in her wisdom and consolidation of what she has taken on. This chapter and the next show the position is consolidated and the advantage increases to the servants of God. For although God is not mentioned there is another feast and chapter 9 is full of joy. And the tenth chapter shows that Mordecais position as representative of Christ is fixed. And all the acts of his power and of his might, and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? For Mordecai the Jew was second to king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the welfare of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed. That is fixed  written in the chronicles. Not only the acts of the king upon the throne, but Mordecais own position as second to the king. As Joseph was second to Pharaoh and Christ is second to God. That is the position to be reached in our souls in this enquiry, the position which will be reached in the millennium. 

    LESSomewhat like the latter part of Ezekiel  the prince as seen in the division of the inheritance. 

    JTVery like that. David is seen there as the prince. It is a question of personality in Ezekiel  the full idea of King of kings and Lord of lords. A prince is surely personality  the moral greatness of the prince. So that David is a type. 

    CHHBefore the establishing of that, is the principle with us important as in Timothy  that of separating from iniquity  withdrawing from it? First from Haman as a person and then his devices. 

    JTThe awful effects of Haman are here so that we see how Esther is agonising that every trace of Haman and his deeds should be effaced, that there should be a reversal. So that John tells us that the Lord Jesus came to undo the works of the devil. Not only the devil himself annulled, but his works annulled in ourselves  in persons. 

    LESSo in the preceding chapter Esther refers to Haman as the adversary and the enemy, not Haman the Agagite, as in this chapter. 

    JTWell, that shows that she is in sympathy with Mordecais determination, seen in refusing to bow to him. She is brought into that  a first principle. It came down from the battle of Rephidim when the conflict began between God and His people, and Satan. She is now brought into that, Mordecai led her into it. So she is thoroughly in the thing now. 

    RHWhat is involved in the fact that the edicts cannot be reversed and a new edict is given which permits the Jews to gather together and stand for their lives? 

    JTIt brings out that things are not settled by announcement merely, but by their own power. The Jews are evidently brought into the thing to stand against certain enemies themselves. It is in mind here that Haman is dead but the fruit of his work remains. And king Ahasuerus said to queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because he stretched forth his hand against the Jews. The king is thoroughly with them now. Write ye then for the Jews as seems good to you, in the kings name, and seal it with the kings ring. So the matter is now in their hands. Well, can they exploit any advantage? When God gives us an advantage, we are to make the most of it. 

    JDAfter God gives Saul into the hand of David, in the next chapter David says, I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul. David did not fully exploit the position. 

    JTThat is true. He brought himself into a false position  he went to the Philistines and lost heart. He said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul. That is a poor thing! God says something in His heart in Genesis 8:21, but it is nothing like that. God said in His heart, when He smelled the sweet savour from Noahs sacrifice, I will no more henceforth curse the ground on account of Man, for the thought of Mans heart is evil from his youth. I just wanted to say a word on exploiting for God, because a moral advantage is given David there, he refused to put Saul to death, but then his heart fails him and he says, I will one day perish by the hand of Saul. If God gives an advantage as He does today, for all that is happening has the saints in mind, God will develop something for them in this book. The point is, Are we ready to make the most of any advantage we get? 

    WMIt is like a blank cheque given to Esther and Mordecai. Write ye then for the Jews as seems good to you. 

    JTThe Lord gave the apostles a blank cheque, Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them (John 20:23). He gave them the opportunity to show grace and they used it, too. Peter used it to the Jews in Acts 2. And today in the assembly any advantage that God gives should be exploited to the full. Even to the smallest particle of it. Use everything, as we have in this book. So take the Reformation, God gave a death blow to the devil in Rome. It was a terrible blow to Rome when Luther and others came in. But how was the advantage used? That is the point. They did not go the whole length at the time of the Reformation. 

    LESIs the recovery of the truth as we have it today, the full exploiting of the position? 

    JTYes. Exactly. Luther did not go the whole way  he still had the idea of a state church. And that idea is everywhere in Europe. The idea of a state church is everywhere in Christendom. So the opportunity is lost and the devil gets a footing again. The point for us is that if God gives us an advantage, can we use it? Are our feet waiting to trample on Haman? Because God will bruise Satan under your feet shortly. He has already been trampled under foot in the death of Christ, but we have to come into that. We have to be ready with our feet to trample on the devil. 

    CHHIn exploiting the advantages in respect of the authorities as standing for our consciences, we support the government in buying War bonds and the like. 

    JTAnything supporting the government is right abstractly, we should be able to discern what is of the devil. In Romans 16:20 God says, that He will bruise Satan under our feet. It reads under your feet. I think we have the light to see these things and that covers what we are saying. Matters that are constantly under question, should be dealt with according to God. Tribute to whom tribute is due (Romans 13:7). Romans is the great epistle for these matters. 

    CHHThe matter comes into evidence in Matthew 17 when Peter is asked whether the Lord pays the tax? 

    JTOf course, that was the temple tax. It was not an urgent matter, but the Lord says, But that we may not be an offence to them (Matthew 17:27). It shows the importance of paying whatever is due, and so having a good conscience as to it. 

    JDPay what is Caesars to Caesar, and what is Gods to God (Mark 12:17). We are obligated to know what the government require in that way. 

    JTIt is not there the temple tax but what is Caesars  the inscription on the coin. And no doubt too the coin that came out of the fishs mouth had the inscription of Caesar to pay the temple tax. A man may have a hundred dollars  silver coins  Caesars inscription on them  they are Caesars, but our bodies are not Caesars. That makes the difference. Let them have your money! Let them take it, it is their due, no doubt they need it, let them have it, if you can spare it. 

    RHIs the exploiting seen in verse 11  the invading of the territory of the enemy, ... the king granted the Jews that were in every city to gather themselves together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the people? 

    JTYes. It looks as if power is now with Mordecai and Esther. Or it should be Esther and Mordecai, for she is still queen here. The position is dependent upon her conduct. That is another thing  we cannot assume that things are fixed in that sense. They depend upon our own conduct and attitude. She is very particular as to that. She falls down before the king and uses similar expressions as before; And Esther spoke yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman ... And the king held out the golden sceptre towards Esther. Then in verse 7, And king Ahasuerus said to queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman. She secured her position by her own attitude. She is making sure her own attitude is right. We cannot sit down and expect things to right themselves. Now is a time of fasting and carrying on matters. Let us not forget that God looks for conduct in us. The principles of the kingdom are to be seen in us. And God gives prosperity to this line of thing. 

    JDWrite ye then for the Jews as seems good to you. That is said to Esther. 

    JTIt shows the confidence the king has in her and in Mordecai. She is wise. 

    RemMordecai has been on high ground from the outset. 

    JTHe has. He went back to Rephidim in his mind and Esther comes into that and this chapter is the outcome of it. 

    CHHPresent ministry would strengthen the assembly that she should be trustworthy. 

    JTThat is a great matter with God, that God can have anything like that. Philadelphia is just that. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown (Revelation 3:10,11). And then, Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee (verse 9). The feet are brought in there again. That is the position  the Lord can trust them. 

    CHHFully seen in the heavenly city. She has the glory of God. 

    JTQuite so. Our care meetings are to take that on now. Leadership will be found there in this kind of thing, and the brethren are to take it on. So that the foot is ready. God is going to bruise Satan under our feet shortly. 

    JDThe conflict goes on with Amalek in the power of the Spirit. 

    JTJust so. We must have our feet ready as well as our hands and our mouths. God uses us in completeness. Where are our feet in the care meetings? Are our feet used in dealing with the enemy? Esther is thoroughly in this; she is a great woman now. And so it goes on, And the king said to Esther the queen, The Jews have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the fortress, and the ten sons of Haman; what have they done in the rest of the kings provinces? And what is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee; and what is thy request further? And it shall be done. And Esther said, If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews that are in Shushan to do to-morrow also according to this days decree, and let Hamans ten sons be hanged upon the gallows (Esther 9:12 - 13). Someone may say, You are a bloodthirsty woman, Esther. But she is thoroughly in line with the position. The ten sons are not only killed, but let them be hanged, that is a curse. 

    JFThe king only smote thrice and the prophet was wroth. 

    JTYou are meaning in 2 Kings 13? 

    JFYes, the king is given the opportunity to carry forward the judgment but stays his hand  that is not wisdom. 

    JTHe should have smitten five or six times, the prophet says, and that would have been the complete destruction of Syria. 

    JGDavid killed Goliath completely. He cut off his head. 

    JFWhat is the difference between slaying and hanging? 

    JTYou might say the slaying may be enough. We often hear of the idea of persons being extreme. But we must be extreme  we have read of the goodness and severity of God. That is the idea here as the king tells her what has been done. And the king said to Esther the queen, The Jews have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the fortress, and the ten sons of Haman; what have they done in the rest of the kings provinces? So she proceeds in line with the occasion in every way  proceeding in wisdom with the thing, not allowing anything of the devil to remain. Why leave one single work or evidence of the work of the devil? And Esther said, If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews that are in Shushan to do to-morrow also according to this days decree, and let Hamans ten sons be hanged upon the gallows. And the king commanded it so to be done; and the decree was given at Shushan; and they hanged Hamans ten sons. And the Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the fourteenth day also of the month Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shushan; but they laid not their hand on the prey. It is a question of conduct there. And the other Jews that were in the kings provinces gathered themselves together, and stood for their life, and had rest from their enemies; and they slew of them that hated them seventy-five thousand (but they laid not their hand on the prey), on the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth of the same they rested, and made it a day of feasting and joy. But the Jews that were at Shushan gathered themselves together on the thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth of the same they rested, and made it a day of feasting and joy. Therefore the Jews of the villages that dwell in the country towns make the fourteenth of the month Adar a day of joy and feasting, and a good day, and on which they send portions one to another. Well, now, it seems to me that Esther is maintaining her ground through right conduct. And so the idea of greed here is not seen. They laid not their hand the prey. That is, the Jewish natural propensity is denied. I think the lesson is to go the whole way in what is right. Go all the way whatever the suffering or the extremes, if it is a right thing to do, do it. 

    QuesDo we become trustworthy in that way? 

    JTIt is a great thing to know that the Lord has confidence in you in what you are doing. 

    RemIn dealing with matters we sometimes do not go the whole way because of sentimentality coming in. 

    JTIt is said, There is no need to be so extreme. But this matter of going the whole way with what is right is urgent. We have already seen how Saul failed to destroy in not going the whole way against them. 

    LESWhen the seven sons of Saul who were hanged were buried, then God was propitious to the land (2 Samuel 21:14). 

    JTThat brings up the whole question before us. David was very dilatory in dealing with the matter. He was quite content with allowing the sons of Saul to hang there from the beginning of the harvest until the water poured on them out of the heavens. And here again a woman is mentioned. Then David sends and has them buried. That is, burying is the thought. 

    Deuteronomy requires that a person should not be left overnight. Burying is the thought. David sent and had them buried. He came to it in time. But he was very tardy. Then God was propitious to the land. But David kept God waiting. We should not do that. Go the whole way! Go the whole way in the smallest thing. 

    APThe way the non-combatant corps is being formed shows that the authorities have become favourable. The proving of a clear conscience before the authorities makes for the recognition of it. 

    JTQuite so. There is no doubt that the law of Great Britain is much more favourable to conscience than it was at first. 

    CBWould the hanging of the ten sons of Haman indicate a special answer in the saints to the royal edict of the king regarding Haman? 

    JTYes, quite so. The ten sons of Haman have been slain, is that satisfactory to you? It is not satisfactory to Esther, she is going beyond that. So that the point is, Are we ready to go the whole way in exploiting the advantage that God has given us? Because every trace of Haman must be destroyed. 

    GABut they laid not their hand on the prey. That is where Saul failed. 

    JTThey showed that they were not on that line. The prey was not for them, showing this conflict was not for personal advantage but for spiritual. 

    RemThat is where Achan failed, too. 

    JTHe coveted the gold and raiment. 

    JFWe might fail in going before the authorities if we are concerned about the monetary side of things. 

    JTThat is very clear. Our young men may have to fell trees and the like. Some have to do worse things. They come into suffering. God says it is to their advantage. Well, you say, They do not get any salary. That is nothing in comparison with the moral side. Let us make clear that we are not concerned about the prey, but the moral issue, like Hamans ten sons. 

    CHHIt proves that the second is established with these persons in a moral way, in that the Jews do not take the prey. 

    JTThey are concerned with what is seemly. So is Esther and Mordecai, too. 

    JDRegarding the wholesale slaughter in Shushan and in the Provinces. There is a point I would like to draw attention to. And in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day thereof, when the kings commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution, in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them. Is there the Amalekite feature going through and the idea is to stress that the Amalekite is to be destroyed? 

    JTIt is the undoing of the works of the devil. We are to undo them. You always find in the works of the Lord down here that everything was done completely. If there was a malignant member it was entirely made well. If persons were possessed of demons, the demons were entirely cast out. Persons that had relief were clothed and in their right minds. That is real Christianity implying a complete reversal of what has been before. 

    LESI was wondering if there is any connection here in the third month to the incoming of divine power at Pentecost. What is the spiritual import of the third month, the month Sivan? 

    JTThe ninth chapter enlarges also on the feast in the month Adar. This feast does not seem to have anything to do with the service of God. God is not mentioned. Still there is something there. It is the outcome of having the devil denied, or robbed. It is the idea of the taking over of Pur or the lot of Haman. That is to say, the idea of the spoiling of the Egyptians  the robbing of the world  the breaking up of the world. As when Israel came out of Egypt they took the silver and gold  spoiled the Egyptians. That is to say in a spiritual manner we carry over everything, leave nothing of God behind. They took it all with them. Because if you leave it behind they will use whatever is real. If one, a Christian, comes from a human organisation, he should leave nothing of God behind. As far as in your power may lie take all of God with you. Your family and belongings  make it clear that it belongs to God and take it with you. 

    CHHWhat is implied in the scripture, Make to yourselves friends with the mammon of unrighteousness that when it fails ye may be received into the eternal tabernacles (Luke 16:9)? 

    JTWell, quite so. Use what you have got in view of the future. I think that the gold, silver and clothing that the Israelites secured from the Egyptians would come into use in Gods tabernacle. 

    JFWhat have you to say about the special days made in Shushan and in the villages in the way of joy and feasting? 

    JTWell, the capital represents the administrative position and the Jews held their feast there. God is going to bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The power of Satan is destroyed in Shushan  the very centre of the empire. There was complete victory for the Jews. And that is what Esther has in mind  the completing of the matter, going the whole way in what is right. 

    JDIn Numbers 31 when the children of Israel are avenging themselves on the Midianites. And Eleazar the priest said to the men of war that had gone to the battle, This is the statute of the law which Jehovah hath commanded Moses. That is every exercise is gone over in the light of the Lordship of Christ. Then it goes on, Only the gold, and the silver, the copper, the iron, the tin, and the lead, everything that passeth through the fire, ye shall make it go through the fire and it shall be clean. 

    JTWell, that is just an amplification of what has already been remarked as to the spoiling of the Egyptians. It is a question of what is of God. God set up man at the beginning in certain things before the flood, and after the flood God took up a people out of the world in Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He does not intend to leave the world with anything morally belonging to Him. They did not like to retain God in their knowledge and God is not leaving anything that belongs to Him in that condition of things. So when a Christian leaves the world he saves up everything that God can use. The world rejects God and God says, You are not having any of My things there. Ultimately the world is left a mere shell when the church is taken away, nothing left and the man of sin allowed full scope. Western Europe is going to be ultimately destroyed  the Romish Empire  nothing to be left at all. Whatever there will be will be in the East. When the church goes everything will be lost. So now if a Christian leaves a human organisation he brings everything with him. 

    JDThe final stage of conflict is in the East. 

    WMBabylon has become the hold of every unclean thing. 

    DRWestern Europes civilisation then is to perish. 

    JTYes, and all its outgoings. What advantages from God it has had and did not use them! Making use of the Bible and of many other things that God has allowed them to have. But when the time comes God will take everything out of it. The West has everything now  Christianity. Since the Spirit of God came down the West has had everything. But it is going to end. The West has been built by Christianity, but God is not leaving it there always. 

    He has possessions in it now. But when the assembly is taken away, the Spirit of God leaves nothing but a shell to be burnt up. 

    JDBehold then the goodness and severity of God: upon them who have fallen, severity; upon thee goodness of God, if thou shalt abide in goodness, since otherwise thou also wilt be cut away (Romans 11:22). 

    JTJust so. That is where the point comes up. 

    PBIs there any relation between the overcoming to the ten sons and the stone cut out without hands? 

    JTWell, Esther and Mordecai could hardly be said to be that. It is the idea of Gods judgment going the full length here. It is remarkable how thoroughly the thing is done in these two chapters, how Esther is leading; the woman has prominence in regard to Haman and his sons. 

    CHHGood triumphing over evil  do you take that influence to refer to the Eastern influence? 

    JTThe book of Revelation is in mind for our instruction now. The West is at its best today. For nearly two thousand years it has had the presence of the Spirit. 

    PBWill there remain no remnant of the Western world? 

    JTOf course the millennium comes in immediately. The Jews come up quickly. There will be nations but they are born again of God. 

    LESIt makes way for Isaiah 61:3 ... to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, that beauty should be given unto them instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of the spirit of heaviness: that they might be called terebinths of righteousness, the planting of Jehovah, that he may be glorified. 

    JTIf we only had more knowledge of the prophets we could see how everything is taken up and dealt with. The book of Revelation shows how things are finally taken up. The time it covers is very short  three and a half years. Things are done very quickly. It is sub-divided into days and weeks to show how thoroughly things are taken up. 

    LESUnless the days were shortened the very elect would not be saved. 

    JTGod wants us to get into the knowledge of what is coming in, we are on the fringe of it. 

    JDDo you see today things working up to an end especially with the British Isles on the side of the East? 

    JTI think so. The Empire will probably work out  Britain, France and America take part in it. That is still the West and the beast will have domination of the West  the beast and the false prophet. That is this very country and the British Isles will be in that. See how fickle the rulers are; as Ahasuerus in this book of Esther. It is a solemn consideration when you think of what is going to happen to this country, when the Holy Spirit is taken away and the Church is taken away. There is just a shell left  the man of sin comes up and God is holding everything for vengeance. 

    JDThe armies of God will centre around Palestine. 

    JTQuite. Things will happen quickly then. And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters to all the Jews near and far that were in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, to establish this among them, that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, as the days on which the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month that was turned to them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day; that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had written to them. For Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the oppressor of all the Jews, had devised against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume them and to destroy them; and when Esther came before the king, he commanded by letters that his wicked device, which he had devised against the Jews, should return upon his own head; and they hanged him and his sons on the gallows. Therefore they called these days Purim after the name of Pur. Therefore, according to all the words of this letter, and for what they had seen concerning this matter and what had happened to them, the Jews ordained and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves to them, so that it should not fail, that they would observe these two days according to their writing and according to their fixed time, every year; and that these days should be remembered and observed throughout every generation, in every family, every province, and every city, and that these days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them cease from among their seed. And queen Esther the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all authority to confirm this second letter of Purim. And he sent letters to all the Jews, to the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, words of peace and truth, to confirm these days of Purim in their fixed times, according as Mordecai the Jew and queen Esther had enjoined them, and as they had decreed for themselves and for their seed, as to the matters of the fastings and their cry. And the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim; and it was written in the book. That is the last we hear of Esther. All is full authority and went down as written in the book. If we go back to the beginning in Exodus 17 we find the book and things written in the book. It is remarkable that this is the last we hear of Esther. She is seen as queen confirming these matters of Purim which are written in the book. That is to bring in all the people of all generations into this great exercise. And then the next chapter shows Mordecais place and Esther is not mentioned. And king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land and the isles of the sea. And all the acts of his power and of his might, and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? For Mordecai the Jew was second to king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the welfare of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed. He is morally fit to rule. 

    FRWould verse 31 show that Mordecai is occupying the position morally that the king occupied officially? 

    JTThe male side is clearly established especially in the last chapter. Ahasuerus the king is representing God and Mordecai is Christ, second to Him  the millennial day. 

    DRAnd the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had written to them. Mordecais leadership is not only at the beginning but it goes right through. 

    JTYou could say that the real power is in Mordecai. He is the leader in the whole position. It is a great matter, this matter of leading and going through to the climax, in our own times in Christ, Gods Christ  the only One in mind all the time  whether in us or in others. 

    JDWould the king here typify God, in the acts of his power and might and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai? 

    JTThat is the impression which this chapter leaves. It is a short chapter but gives an impression of the results of the exercises and of the power that is there. 

    JCMordecai was accepted by his brethren. Why does it say multitude of his brethren? 

    JTI would say that multitude is the full thought of the Jews. For Mordecai the Jew was second to king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren. There is nothing negative there. The whole idea is there. 

    LESWould it correspond with 1 Chronicles 29:20? And David said to all the congregation, Bless now Jehovah your God. And all the congregation blessed Jehovah the God of their fathers, and bowed down their heads, and did homage to Jehovah and the king. 

    JTWell that is how it works out. Any spiritual person reading the book can see that Mordecai has a great place here. It is really God and the Messiah  the counsels of God. You cannot stop at anything less than that. Mordecai has a great place. Mordecai the Jew. Still the Jew. God coming to His people. God gives greatness to him. But the greatest is to be the humblest and smallest like Paul. Seeking the welfare of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed. The word seed is the last word in the book  a wholly right seed. 

    AHSuggesting those who are to follow. 

    JTYes. And so the book closes with Ahasuerus prominent in power and excellence and Mordecai as second. The Father and the Son, or Jehovah and the Messiah, Speaking peace to all his seed. What a word that is during the present suffering, conflict and strife! 
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    “MANHOOD” (WJH 16)

    Numbers 12: 1 - 8; Esther 9: 3, 4; Daniel 9: 20 - 24; 1 Timothy 2: 5

    I have read these scriptures to bring one thought before us, that is, the thought of manhood according to God. Manhood involves maturity. With the end of this dispensation at hand, I am sure God is seeking to bring His work to maturity in us. It has often been pointed out that, at the close of the world He destroyed in the days of Noah, God took out of it what was mature  Noah, his wife, his three sons and their wives. There were no children, denoting thus that God secured what was developed ere He destroyed the world that so grieved Him. I believe that God is working to have that result in His people now. The work of God, and the work of the devil, is matured at the end of every dispensation. In the ante-diluvian world, the devil had giants, he had men of name, matured in wickedness, and God had those He saved who were mature through His work. 

    God is bringing before us the thought of sonship; He is bringing many sons to glory  not children, but sons. That is the great thought God has for His people today  sons representing maturity. On the other hand, there are at the end those whom the Lord speaks of as the sons of the wicked one, not children, not infants, but sons of the wicked one. These will find a head in the son of perdition, a dreadful title  not a child in perdition’s ways, but a fully developed man in the ways of hell  such will be the crown of Satan’s work. 

    I do not speak against the thought of a babe  in its proper setting, nothing is more beautiful than a babe, but who would like a babe to remain a babe? How sad if one were to remain a little child. God’s thought dear brethren, is manhood. As to the eternal condition it says, “the tabernacle of God is with men”  not only man as a race, but with men. God will have in maturity those with whom He can dwell. 

    I would refer now to the scriptures read, in order to bring features of manhood before us. First, in ‘the man Moses’, then ‘the man Mordecai’, then ‘the man Gabriel’, (he was an angel, but he is called ‘the man Gabriel’ because in him is set out features that God would have in man) and finally, eternally, and beyond compare, ‘the Man Christ Jesus’. How perfect and varied are the features of manhood set out in the Man Christ Jesus! 

    I would like to touch on certain features of manhood seen in the first three, and to say a word as to how every feature of manhood, God would have seen in man, is expressed in Christ. 

    We read of Moses as a babe  and as such he wept. We read “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid.” Hebrews 11: 23. I would say to parents that if you want manhood in your children, you must begin early to hide them. That is faith’s line. Then “Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.” Hebrews 11: 24. He refused to find his life in this world, but chose “rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin; esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.” Hebrews 11: 25 - 26. 

    You can thus see manhood in the making. When we see lads and young women turn their backs on the world, identifying themselves with the people of God, we can see manhood coming into view. There are great possibilities for such. 

    For forty years Moses is in the desert attending to sheep, and it says he was content. I do not think manhood according to God will be developed if we are discontented in the circumstances God puts us in. If you want to be a man, according to this pattern, accept contentedly the ways of God. Moses was content, and he never took himself out of those circumstances until God took him out of them. 

    Later Moses must learn further lessons if he is to be ‘the man Moses’; he must learn what becomes of a rod cast on the ground. It becomes a serpent  authority entrusted to man, apart from divine control, becomes Satanic  a most important thing to learn. 

    Then he must learn what is in his own bosom  God says to him, “Put now thy hand into thy bosom,” Exodus 4: 6, and it comes out leprous. That is one of the great lessons on the road to true manhood. We must know what is in our own bosoms, and learn how God can deal with it, and break its power. Many are detained at this point for years because they do not learn the lesson, that “in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell:” Romans 7: 18. Yet God can break the power of sin in the flesh. I do not pursue the lessons Moses learnt until we come to the passage in Numbers 12. What glorious features of manhood come out in a few words. Miriam and Aaron speak against Moses, no doubt moved by envy  “Has Jehovah indeed spoken only to Moses? has he not spoken also to us?” verse 2. Envy is not a feature of manhood, it is a feature of infancy, indeed the evidence of a dwarfed state. In this matter, Miriam and Aaron were dwarfed, but it says “The man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth,” verse 3. Meekness is an outstanding feature of manhood. How far away man has got from the divine standard of manhood as found in this feature of meekness! 

    Moses did not say a word to assert his rights in this matter. God had something to say, not Moses, but it is in that connection that he is called ‘the man Moses’. I commend it to all here, that one great feature of manhood is meekness as to our own rights. As to the rights of God. Moses had much to say, but as to his own, he had nothing to say. That is manhood. 

    In addition, God tells us more, He says, “My servant Moses,” verse 7. Manhood according to God is that we are His servants; no one is a man according to God unless He is serving God. If we are not serving God, then we are not men according to the divine thought of God for men. “My servant Moses: he is faithful in all my house.”  another great feature of manhood is faithfulness. 

    God adds further as to Moses: “Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly.” I know Moses represents Christ pre-eminently in this matter, but I believe one feature of full manhood is that there is power to have communion with God, not through visions and dreams, but directly. 

    Manhood as seen in Moses includes meekness, readiness to serve God, faithfulness in His house, and communion with God. The world does not know anything of such manhood  such persons would not be regarded as men in the world. These are some of the features of ‘the man Moses’  may they be ours in some degree! 

    I refer to ‘the man Mordecai’. What a man he was! He was great, and he waxed greater and greater. He lived in quite a different day from that of Moses. In Moses day, God was directly and manifestly with His people. But in the book of Esther you do not even get the name of God mentioned. God had withdrawn from public identification with His people; and yet we read in that very time of ‘the man Mordecai’, and through him the whole scheme to destroy God’s people was brought to nothing. 

    We are living in such a day as Mordecai  God has withdrawn Himself from publicly supporting His people. In the beginning of Acts, God was manifestly with His people  “the Lord working with them, confirming the word with signs following,” Mark 16: 20. Who could question that the Lord was with the early church in a marvellous way? But now, we are in the days of captivity as the book of Esther presents, and the Lord is not publicly supporting anything  nowhere will you find manifest any public support of the Lord such as the natural mind can take account of. The Lord in that way has withdrawn. All claims as to miracles and the like taking place now are deception. Where there are conditions that He can support, He does, but in a hidden way as in this book. 

    What marks the man Mordecai is that in such a dark day as the captivity in Babylon, he is still governed by the divine mind; he has no lesser standard than what is according to the command of God. So that when the edict goes out that everyone should reverence an Amalekite, “Mordecai bowed not”, for God had said that He would have “war with Amalek from generation to generation,” Exodus 17: 16. ‘But’, one might say, ‘It does not matter now, things are in pieces, why should he be guided by a scripture given to Israel in the beginning?’ It says, “But Mordecai bowed not”; he refused to obey the king if obedience meant setting aside the will of God. Here is a man! Under all circumstances he is governed by the known mind of God. How much we need this feature now, and will need it more. The known mind of God is to be the final word, cost what it may. 

    Another feature of manhood is that Mordecai has sackcloth and ashes  a humble minded man with a sense of the failure that has marked God’s people, and the need for repentance. This is represented in the sackcloth and ashes. He has them, and uses them. In the darkest day he has confidence; he is not in despair. He makes clear to Esther that deliverance will come in from some quarter, but it will come. Despair is not a feature of manhood  confidence in God is. He speaks peace to all his people. He brings in the element of peace amongst the people of God. May the Lord help us to be such as ‘the man Mordecai’ as well as ‘the man Moses’. God has manhood in Mordecai and He wants that reflected in us. We do not expect God, today, to publicly show His hand of approval anywhere until the Lord comes, but we do know that where there is that which is pleasing to Him. He will overrule things and bring the counsel of the evil one to nought. So Haman goes on to the gallows that had been prepared for Mordecai. God justifying His servant because of true features of manhood in him according to God. 

    Now I would say a word as to ‘the man Gabriel’. How much we can learn from Gabriel! A voice comes to Gabriel, “Make this man to understand,” Daniel 8: 16. Not only has Gabriel himself understanding but he has the power to make others understand. What a precious development of manhood that is! Later ‘the man Gabriel’ says, “I am now come forth to make thee skilful of understanding,” Daniel 9: 22. 

    Another thing that marks Gabriel, as recorded in Scripture, is interest, and pleasure too, in the prayers of God’s people. I do not mean prayers like Jacob’s  “If God will be with me, and keep me on this road ... , then shall Jehovah be my God ... “ Genesis 28: 20 - 21. I do not know that Gabriel was particularly interested in that prayer, but when Daniel prays, we read, “at the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth,” chapter 9: 23. Daniel prayed, owning his sin and that of his people, praying that God would shine upon His sanctuary, would forgive, and bless His people, and honour His Name. When Zacharias prayed in the temple, Gabriel says, “Thy prayer is heard,” Luke 1: 13. He does not say who heard it, doubtless Gabriel heard it amongst others. When Zacharias says, “How shall I know this?” he says, “I am Gabriel, who stand before God.” This surely is a feature of true manhood. What it would be if there were twenty brothers and sisters standing before God in this district! What does that mean? That such are available. “I am Gabriel, who stand before God,” ready for whatever God wants done through His servant. Elijah was such a man; he says, “As the Lord ... liveth, before whom I stand,” 1 Kings 17: l. Dear brethren and sisters this is manhood!  to be available to God. It is not a question of saying ‘What can I do?’ Gabriel says, “I am Gabriel, who stand before God.” In the book of Daniel, we are told that ten thousand times ten thousand stand before Him. Every one standing there available. Let us take into our hearts that manhood is marked by a deep interest in the welfare of the saints and their prayers; a readiness to impart such understanding we may have; a readiness to stand before God as available as needed. 

    There are other features  Gabriel says of Daniel “a man greatly beloved,” Daniel 10: 11. Ability to appreciate others who are loved by God marks Gabriel; he did not think that Daniel was detracting from him and that if Daniel is greatly beloved, there will be less appreciation of Gabriel. No, he says, “a man greatly beloved.” He delighted in the pleasure of God in others. Such is manhood. 

    Anything different from this is childish, and calls for self-judgment. 

    Gabriel counts the weeks until Christ the Prince comes in. Manhood according to God is always watching for Christ to come in. All is reckoned up in the light of when Christ will come in; thus it was with Gabriel when he announced the birth of Jesus for it is Gabriel that comes to Mary saying, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee,” Luke 1: 28; then Gabriel tells of the coming of Christ  “That holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” Luke 1: 35. The Spirit of God calls him “the man Gabriel”. How we are measured by these men! We put ourselves beside Moses, and Mordecai, and Gabriel, and we are consciously small. Nevertheless, let us see God’s thoughts, let us see the pattern, and God would help us to make room for these holy features in our souls. 

    I close with a word as to “the Man Christ Jesus.” What can be said of such a title, “Christ Jesus”! It denotes that God has expressed in totality His thoughts in relation to manhood. He is the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last. The beginning of true manhood is in Christ, the end of true manhood is in Christ. What constituted the manhood of Moses, of Mordecai and of Gabriel, is expressed, perfectly, in “the Man Christ Jesus”, but infinitely more is also seen in Him. What was seen of God in Adam, namely headship in a man, is found in the Man Christ Jesus, the last Adam  there could not be another! What was of God in righteous Abel, is seen perfectly in Christ. What was in Enoch, a man who walked with God, is seen perfectly in Christ. What was in Noah, a preacher of righteousness, in Abraham, the friend of God, in Isaac, the heavenly man, in Jacob, the supplanter of the first man, in Joseph, the fruitful bough  what was of God, in every man that ever lived, resides in the Man Christ Jesus; in character it really came from Him. There is not one single thought God ever desired to be seen in man but is resident in eternal perfection in the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all. I think this great act of giving Himself expresses manhood in supreme perfection. What a contrast to the men of this world! What a contrast to world leaders that have caused such a torrent of blood to flow today. Such do not give themselves. Such do not surrender themselves. Here is the Man Christ Jesus who gave Himself. What a feature! This blessed Man is necessarily, and rightly, eternally first. He is the second Man out of heaven and the second takes the place of the first. “The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.” 1 Corinthians 15: 47. He is Man. The Lord Jesus Christ is not an angel but has become Man, and as such He has given Himself; He will put His blessed impress on all who are His: “As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly,” 1 Corinthians 15: 49. The Lord as Man is going to give His blessed impress to all who are His, so that we take character from the Man Christ Jesus. 

    The Apostle says, “In malice be babes; but in your minds be grown men,” 1 Corinthians 14: 20. This can only be as we derive from Christ, take character from Christ, and the Spirit is here for that purpose that He may form the believer after the pattern of the Man Christ Jesus who gave Himself a ransom for all. What is so wonderful, as to the last Adam, is that He took on Himself the burden of all that the first Adam brought in. The first Adam brought in sin, death, burial, and the last Adam took all that woe and burden and put it away. He is the life-giving Spirit. As such He is the last Adam  there can be no other. 

    Moses expressed some features of Christ, Mordecai expressed some features of Christ, Gabriel expressed some features of Christ, 

    but every blessed feature is resident in Him, and we have His Spirit: “He breathed into them, and says to them, Receive the Holy Spirit,” so that we may take character from the Man Christ Jesus, and thus be here in manhood. 

    The more we make room for this, the more we shall reach the great end God has in view. I do commend this to all, in view of the closing up of this dispensation so rapidly, that God is working to have maturity in His people, manhood according to Himself. 
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