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    Ecclesiastes 3

    


	    ECCLESIASTES (JND 37) 




  
    ECCLESIASTES (JND 37)

    Ecclesiastes 3 and Ecclesiastes 7

    Ecclesiastes 3 I have not the means yet of clearing up particularly the force of Olam(see footnote), verse 11. But the force of verse 2 is stronger than I supposed, Who knoweth the spirit of a man? It, which ascends upward, and the spirit of a beast, it, which descends downward to the earth? It is a sad ignorance no doubt, but it affirms very distinctly that mans spirit goes up  the beasts descends downwards to the earth, is lost in the material creation in a way unknown to us. He does not know what becomes of mans spirit neither, but it does go up to what is out of, and above the earth. Ya-da (knew)  acquainted with  the knowledge we have in ourselves  I know  I have the knowledge of the thing in my mind; there is also na-char (recognised); compare chapter 12: 7. 

    Ecclesiastes 7  11. Wisdom is good as an inheritance (even as can be compared with) and it is excellent for those who see the sun. 

     12. Wisdom is a protection, money is a protection: but knowledge is excellent. Wisdom causes to live, those who possess it. 

  
    Ecclesiastes 4

    


	    HEAT (JT 42) 


	    TWO OR THREE OF THE ASSEMBLY (JT 51) 




  
    HEAT (JT 42)

    Psalm 19: 4 - 6; Ecclesiastes 4: 11; 2 Kings 4: 32 - 35; Acts 28: 2 - 5

    What I have in mind is to speak about heat. It is referred to in Scripture as beneficial, sometimes as adverse, but generally as advantageous to men and to the earth. 

    It is mentioned first in Genesis 8: 22, Henceforth, all the days of the earth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease. The allusion is to a fixed state of things, consequent not alone on creatorial grounds, but on mediatorial sacrificial grounds. The physical state of things, or environment in which we are, is not only on the ground of creation but also of redemption. Genesis 1 is entirely on creatorial grounds: we are not to forget the Creator, we are to remember Him, and that He is faithful. 

    In chapter 8 we have offerings, mediatorial, as I said, in figure at least; burnt offerings, and we are told, that Jehovah smelled a sweet savour. Noah having offered of every clean animal, and every clean fowl, God said He would not again curse the ground; He would be favourable to it. Indeed in the next chapter He enters into a covenant with Noah, his sons, the fowl, cattle, and the earth, and so He says that all the days of the earth there shall be seed time and harvest ... day and night. Other things have modified this covenant, but God never forgets the ground on which He is with men, and with the cattle, and with the earth. The mention of heat is benign, beneficial: cold and heat, Jehovah says, shall not cease. As these are experienced, we name them. A very important thing in spiritual history is to name things as we experience them. We have cold and heat, and then we have the names of these two seasons  summer and winter, summer coming first. It is first as of more value; in the naming we give priority to what is specially desirable. 

    Heat, is marking a season, has a name; it is alluded to here for the first time, and it has its own distinction ever afterwards. Sometimes, as I have intimated, it is adverse, that is, used of God in His governmental ways, so that it scorches. We read of that, but what I have in mind, dear brethren, is the benefit implied spiritually. So it is formally connected with the sun in Psalm 19. In the verses preceding it is made clear that it is Christ, typically. Earlier the sun as set in the heavens on the fourth day of creation would also typify the Lord. There it is to rule the day, and in conjunction with the moon it was to be for signs and seasons, but here the thought of heat stands in relation to it. Significantly too, for it is a question of experience. Whatever we get in the book of Psalms may be rightly regarded as a matter of experience. God allowing His people to put their experiences into words, poetry; helping them to do it; His mind thus coming out through the experiences of His people, and stamping all with His own approval. This is a very great honour. We get, for instance, Sarah, who said she would not have Ishmael brought up with her son, and God honours her remarks, as Scripture. He says, What says the scripture? (Galatians 4: 30). A very touching matter that God so honours the experience of His people with Himself. In Galatians we read, But what says the scripture? Cast out the maid servant and her son, but they are Sarahs words in Genesis 21. So throughout the book of Psalms it is a question of experience with God; and God qualified one man to write a great many of them, that is David; the sweet psalmist of Israel gives a touch that no one else could give. These beautiful productions, made in the power of the Spirit of God, are set down in beautiful order, and God graciously uses them as His own communication. Sometimes they rise to the direct words of our Lord Jesus in the most touching and beautiful manner. The most profound feelings we get of our Lord Jesus are voiced in the book of Psalms, and so here we have one who knew something about the heavens, for it is, as you will observe, a psalm of David. I suppose he had weighed over the accounts Scripture gives of the heavens, for the relation between the book of Psalms and the heavens is very strong. It is said in the scripture that God by His Spirit garnished the heavens, and that God in a vision took out Abraham and caused him to look up to the heavens, and asked him if he could count the stars. They are all called by name. David is really more concerned about the heavens than about the earth, whereas with Solomon it is more the earth. 

    David here attributes heat to the sun, and speaks of it in terms that can only have reference to Christ. He says, In them hath he set a tent for the sun. Had Peter thought of this, he would not have proposed a tabernacle for Moses alongside of Jesus. That there should be a tabernacle for Moses in the heavens is utterly contrary to any spiritual mind, but that there should be one for Jesus is perfectly intelligible. He comes forth, the psalm says, as a bridegroom. Who can fail to think of the warmth that enters into that thought? And then: rejoiceth as a strong man to run the race. We have surely, wrapped up in these wonderful words, an allusion to the Lord Jesus in His affections, in the warmth of His affections for us in this cold world. He knows how chilly it is, how frigid indeed it may be, as the devil, who is the god of it, turns his winds against us, but this psalm says as to the sun that, there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. I suppose those of us who live in the temperate zones value heat more than others. I have no doubt that christianity flourishes best in those zones, for even physical conditions are used of God to help us. I doubt if there is anything in our environment, as God has set it, that is not intended to help us; the whole environment is educational. 

    So in the recurring heat and cold, we all the more value both. The higher the temperature, certainly when it goes above blood heat, the more we value the cold, and the lower the temperature, certainly as it goes below zero, the more we value the heat. Besides, there is benefit from the changes, to our bodies as well as to the earth. It cannot be doubted that God in His creatorial wisdom, has set us in these temperate zones. Spiritually it is necessary, for the apostle Paul refers to winter, speaking of spending it with certain saints. He evidently spent a whole winter in the island of Melita; he felt the rain and the cold, but the people were very friendly to him. How he would value that! Those who move around in the Lords service, as he did, greatly value friendliness amongst the brethren. For the word, friend, is really of more value in certain circumstances than the word brother. Brother is apt to be very hackneyed, and to lose its power. There is a Friend, we are told, that sticketh closer than a brother, and friendliness is greatly to be cherished among the brethren. 

    In Melita, as I said, the winter is taken account of. It was cold and they made a fire, and Paul added to it, a significant thought spiritually, but I wish to dwell on this thought of heat, that nothing is hid from the sun depicted in such beautiful language in Psalm 19. I am speaking now of Jesus as Man, up there. No one else has such distinction, for in everything He has the pre-eminence, but He comes out, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run the race; and what a race that is, to make the circuit of heaven and to affect all. The benign heat that issues forth from Him, the winds may modify, but there is also the altering of the winds, and how great the change when the south wind blows! By it thy garments become warm, as Elihu says (Job 37: 17), but the heat is from the sun. There are modifying things, and we thank God for them, but the heat is there, and we know from whence it comes. There is nothing hid, says David, from the heat thereof. 

    Now, to follow that up, I want to speak to you from the book of Ecclesiastes, which is from Solomon. He speaks of heat in persons, and obviously it links on very instructively with the psalm; what comes down from Christ is radiated. There is the idea of radiation, not at a distance, but in two lying together; how can one alone be warm? is the inquiry. There may be those here who have left the place of spiritual heat, but the wise man says, how can one alone be warm? It is for you to answer. Were you to tell the truth, you would own that since you left you have hardly had any warmth at all. The Lord has a word for you here. The passage also says, if two lie together, then they have warmth. Such is our constitution. The whole passage bears on brethren seeking one another, as if to say, We cannot get along without the brethren. You say, The Lord Jesus is enough for me. Well, He would say to you, Do not forget the brethren. I never intended you to be in isolation; I have made provision for you; I have provided the brethren for you. They are available for you and with them you shall have heat. Have you not found that you do not get warm spiritually in your isolation? Yet among the saints you get warm. The Lord would have us honour one another. We may be in the same meeting, and breaking bread as we say, and yet not really lying together, for our fellowship, dear brethren, becomes with many just theory, whereas the terms are divinely intended to be carried out in accordance with their meaning, and not only the idea of lying together, but that we belong to an organism, for a body is the figure used. Such is the inter-dependency of the saints on one another, that the striking figure of the human body itself is employed to show our relations with one another. 

    The obvious point in Solomons remark here is that isolated brethren should not remain so. The Lord has provided the brethren in whom there is spiritual heat, and it is for you to get as close to them as possible. To make clear what this means, I read in 2 Kings, which affords us a figure of a young person who has become spiritually dead. The coldness of death was there, but happily there is a mother who feels the calamity, which would by extension suggest the mother feelings of the saints for one who is thus affected. It is a question of his head. The chapter is full of instruction, but the mother laid him where he was most likely to get help. She laid him on the prophets bed, the man through whom God had promised her the child. The Lord had given, and the Lord had taken away, and she turned to the man of God. She took a long journey to reach him, but found him. She would have no one else, no one but Elisha, not even his staff. She would have the prophet, and he returned with her, and went up to the room where the child lay. This is the moment, dear brethren, of recovery for these cases, and there are many like it. Elisha completely identified himself with the boy  his eyes, his mouth, and his hands. It is a question now not only of his head, but of his whole body, because the whole body has to be of divine use, not only the head. Some of us would assume that it is only the head, but it is every member. Our members are to be instruments of righteousness to God, and Elisha had the divine thought in mind for this boy. He is to be restored, but restored in all his members, not only in his intellect, but his hands, his eyes, and his mouth, and then the prophet bent over him, that is, deep exercise. If there are persons to be recovered from spiritual death, the Lord looks for this. He has gone all the way Himself, entering into death, so that we might live, and so Elisha, in this performance, remarkable as it is, and full of instruction, brought warmth into the child. He was not to be warm alone. Left alone he would be in the cold hand of death, but he begins to get warm. Applying it today: he will now come to the meeting, and seek out the brethren; a sure sign of life, and of heat. You will find in all the cures in the gospels, every one is made whole. Every one is a finished matter, the Lord leaves each person whole; and there should be no less thought in our minds as to anyone who has strayed. Then Elisha walks in the house to and fro; there is evidently something wrong with the house. If there are some novels on the table, he will see them, or other things like that, with which even christian houses are often strewn. He walked to and fro in the house. The eyes of the Lord look all round. Why is this sorrow? What is the secret of it? Is it that those in charge have been loose or worldly? It may be the state of the meeting; it may be that something there is to blame for all this, but still, warmth has come in, and there is hope, and if the eye of the Lord sees what damage is in the meeting, you may be sure He will not fail to speak about it. 

    Elisha walked to and fro in the house  a most searching thing. I have seen in some houses the words, Jesus is the silent guest in this house, but He will never be silent if there is anything to correct. Where is the house that does not require some reproof? A silent Christ is not the thought at all, it is a Christ that sees things, that walks in the midst of the golden candlesticks, whose eyes are as a flame of fire, and He speaks with the voice of a trumpet. There will be no mistake. If He enters into a house and there is anything wrong; He will not fail to tell those responsible, and to tell us too that any spiritual death in the family is largely due to it. Elisha again bent over the boy, and he sneezed seven times. His lungs are operative, and he opened his eyes; and Elisha called his mother and said to her, Take up thy son. He is restored, using the mother as a figure of the assembly, and indeed it is so used: Jerusalem above ... which is our mother. The Lord, as it were, delivers back a young brother, who had been spiritually dead, not only warm now, but with the breath of life in him, and with his eyes open. 

    To finish, we see in the passage in the Acts to which I have already alluded, how friendliness in a meeting is most desirable. The word meeting has acquired a meaning amongst us of its own, I mean among christians who have light from God. It refers to a number of saints who are accustomed to meet in a certain place, under certain principles, but there may be such, and yet a lack of friendliness. One may say, I have a letter of commendation, and I will be allowed to break bread, but more than that is required; that in itself is not christianity. It is just, as I might say, an initial thought. 

    Here in Acts 28 is a suffering saint; wrecked in the Mediterranean; suffering physically, and with others he has landed on these shores. What will he find? So in regard of any saint who goes through a town where there is a meeting, what would he find? He would find those called brothers and sisters. These are largely technical words used by us, and hence do not always convey what is needed by the wayfaring man. The people on this island are not called brethren at all. Publius, the most prominent, is the chief man of the island, and his father is sick. But the barbarians, it is said, shewed us no common kindness. And of Publius it is said: who received us and gave us hospitality three days in a very friendly way. All this was in the winter time. The first mention of this particular season is in Genesis 8, and it had come all the way down and now it is being experienced in the island of Melita by this honoured servant of God and his companions, and these barbarians show them great kindness. There is not a word about brethren or the assembly, but what should mark the assembly is stressed, namely, friendliness. That can only be truly found today amongst those who have the Spirit of God. It is to them that God looks for these graces as a testimony in this world. Where else could God look for it? The barbarians shewed us no common kindness, it is said, and the first thing is, they built a fire, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. It is also said, they took us all in. 

    What I would say here, dear brethren, is that in these circumstances, visitors must not expect everything. Certainly Paul did not, yet if there was any man righteous it was he. Every christian trait, I believe, was found in that man, the most simple of men, he always had a sense of obligation to others. These hands, he says, have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me. He never failed in a sense of obligation to others, even in the smallest of things, nor did he fail here on the island. He did not let the barbarians provide all the fuel, he provided some too. Indeed the passage says, a certain quantity of sticks together in a bundle. He gathered them himself, and placed them where they should be placed, that is on the fire, to maintain what was needed in the place. I am here, not to put the fire on, the fire is on, but to add to what is of God here. That is what every visitor should have in his mind in coming to a place. I am trying to bring out the thought, that if I am going to travel, I must travel with a sense of obligation; if I visit the brethren, it is not to tax them, but to add to what is there, to make it greater. I do not believe in christians who travel except with that in their minds. To add to what they find, and that is exactly what the apostle did. It is not that he brought the sticks, he gathered them in the place. The idea in christianity is not only what I bring, for if I come where the Spirit of God is I will find something that I can use to further what there is in the locality. You may have an outline of the word to give, but the freshness and applicability of what you give is obtained at the moment. These sticks were in the island of Melita. The point is that the fire was on, it was kindled in love and friendliness towards him and those with him, and he says, I will add to that, I am under an obligation as to it, and so he did. The devil said, You will not do that again. The devil hates such thoughtful service, any effort to maintain the balance of obligation. 

    One of the finest words there is whilst we are down here is obligation, and so the devil intended that that hand would never gather a stick again. The viper was not in the sticks, but when he put the sticks on, it says, the viper came out of the heat, and fastened on his hand, but he shakes it off into the fire. See the power of God in the man! What can Satan do to a man like that; a man engaged in the fulfilment of righteous obligation? He was answering to the work of the Lord Jesus on the cross, who took our sins upon Him and discharged to the glory of God the terrible obligation He took on. The viper was thrown off and did no harm. I need not proceed further, for the facts are well known to us, I am only speaking of heat, and that even a viper may come out of it, but as met by the power of God it only brings defeat to the wicked one. It exposed him, and it brought to the servant greater prominence perhaps than he would have otherwise had in that island. The apostle remained there three months, evidently winter months. However, they had a good time; spiritually there was no cold after that, for it is said of those healed that they honoured us with many honours, and on our leaving they made presents to us of what should minister to our wants. The friendliness was maintained throughout. It was not just a novelty, people from a ship-wreck are always interesting, but they maintained the hospitality for three months. It is a great test, as to how we treat the brethren that come to us; and on the other hand that those who are treated well by the brethren should add to what there may be of God in the localities they visit. As we add our quota we maintain the level of heat as in a bee-hive. 

  
    TWO OR THREE OF THE ASSEMBLY (JT 51)

    Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 2 Kings 2:6-8; 2 Kings 2:11,12; Matthew 18:19,20

    It is because of the use of the word two that I have read these scriptures. The passage in Ecclesiastes is in keeping with the teaching of that book. It is one of Solomons productions. He is the preacher, which term would imply that he had the formation of assemblies in mind. In these days God has helped in forming assemblies, or as we call them meetings of the saints; and the enemy has retained the idea of the word assembly and attached it to imitations formed by those who, contrary to the truth, have separated themselves; but what is according to light stands, and this book contemplates assemblies formed according to God. 

    This passage is characteristic of the book: Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. Their labour is not wasted. Indeed the result of their labour is a good reward. We cannot say at any time that toil is lost, because there are profitable results. The principle of the numeral two lies at the root of all assemblies formed according to God, and it is a golden thread running through the Scriptures; an illustration is in what we get here, that two are better than one. God Himself is the first to remark that. He refers to Adam as alone. The interval between the creation of Adam and Eve is not exactly stated. She is said to have been built as formed alone, but taken together both she and Adam are spoken of as having been created; male and female created he them (Genesis 1:27). Under the term Man God created them; for that term covers both. There is a dual formation. The idea of Man is seen in that dual sense. In the purpose of God it was not intended that man should by himself represent the idea of humanity. The history of creation shows that God had the dual idea in His mind, and they are under the same head. The second thought is the woman, for Adam was not made for her; she was made for him. The time between the two formations is not given, as I said, but it certainly was measured by God. Adam was clearly to have experience alone. In a moral sense each has to understand the thought of being solitary. The man in John 9 was cast out; he was alone. He was like a sparrow on the housetop; as the Lord likened Himself. He was alone, but not long alone. The Lord knows each ones experience and how long he can stand; most cannot stand very long. If anyone thinks he can, he is mistaken and only exposes himself to the enemy. The Lord knew how to stand alone, and He felt for the man who had been cast out. We are told, they cast him out. It was not accidental; they cast him out. The Lord heard that they had cast him out and He found him. He was not left alone, as I said; for danger ever attaches to that. The Lord would keep him from falling; able to keep you from falling (Jude 24). 

    In referring to Adams loneliness God seems to base it on observation. I take it that He saw it was not good for man to be alone, but He did not remedy the condition at once. God speaks, and it follows that so it shall be. What is said stands authoritatively. We have it exemplified right down through the Scriptures after that. It is remarkable how God, after making that statement, caused Adam to name the creatures. In them Adam had not one his like. Even though he was left to himself he could determine that there was not one his like. God did not indicate the kind of person he needed. The voice that said, It is not good that Man should be alone immediately said, I will make him a helpmate, his like (chapter 2:18). When speaking of Adam and Eve I speak of Christ and the assembly, as the apostle says. He does not speak literally of Adam and Eve. They will never stand in eternity as Adam and Eve, as husband and wife; that relationship is terminated. The Lord Jesus says to the Sadducees, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven (Matthew 22:29). So that marriage in a literal sense ceases; but Paul says, This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly (Ephesians 5:32). If we bring in Christ and the assembly we are on sure ground; ground that is eternal, which is the divine thought, but it is Christ and the assembly, and so we have to look at two; a divine thought in Genesis 2. What comes out is that they shall be one flesh. That refers to Christ and the assembly; not that it has no application in a literal sense, but it is rather what is put together under the head of One,  Two, saith He, shall be one flesh (verse 31). 

    That beginning which is highly typical runs right through. Conditions arose which verified it constantly. We get such as Moses and Aaron, together a type of one Person; that is, Christ the Apostle and High Priest of our profession in one Person; in the old economy there were two, Moses and Aaron. There are many others we might cite. The idea that we should keep before us comes down to the formation of assemblies. Some of us like to have a large company, but in truth unless each of us learns to walk in unity with another we will not be of much use in a large company. We have to learn how to love the brother next to us; how to walk with him. That is how the principle is laid down in Exodus 12. The Spirit of God thinks of the neighbour next to you. You are to love him as yourself, Scripture says. The neighbour next to you shares the inheritance next to you; that is the bond; we share the land together. Another and I can meet together and the Lord will be with us. And two of us can pray together and what we ask shall be done unto us of our Father who is in heaven. These facts rob us of excuses for ceasing to meet together  of forsaking the assembling of ourselves together (Hebrews 10:25). 

    Now we see in this passage in Ecclesiastes how the thought works out. There is no loss of labour, no loss of time. Those who love one another will seek to be together, work together, and they will have a good reward, even though the meeting is very small; for according to the principle involved here, they have a good reward for their labour. For God never ceases to furnish recompense to those who suffer in this sense. 

    The next is, For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but woe to him that is alone when he falleth, and who hath not another to lift him up! Thus we can help one another as falls take place. In this connection I would stress the thought of walking with God, as Enoch did. There is no failure in him recorded. He would be wonderfully supported as walking with God, who is able to keep us from falling and to present us faultless in the presence of His glory. Enochs testimony was that he pleased God, and God translated him. David said of himself, God liked me and made me king over all Israel (1 Chronicles 28:4). How beautiful to have that experience  to have it said that God likes you! It is said, Enoch walked with God (Genesis 5:24). The Lord Jesus says, Lo, I am with you alway (Matthew 28:20). And then the balancing scripture is, The Lord is with you, while ye be with him (2 Chronicles 15:2). Each one can take that up with the utmost confidence, no matter what happens universally, nationally, in business, or in the family. If you are with God, He will never fail you. In the light of this if one with whom you walk fall, you will raise him up. This enters into care for one another in our local settings. 

    The passage in Ecclesiastes 4:11, goes on, If two lie together, then they have warmth. Here it is a question of getting heat. This is an allusion to radiation, to heat emitting from one body to another. This in a spiritual sense enters into the body of Christ. Spiritual persons afford heat to one another; and it multiplies. It is very comforting to find the radiation of heat among the saints; the cold north wind blowing without. The passage says, how can one alone be warm? This is spiritual, for one can be warm alone naturally, though two cause more heat proportionately than one. God would not think it worth while to write thus of mere natural things. He is teaching here the gain of living in relation to one another; how it affords the comfort of heat in a spiritual sense. Many young people are not comfortable, but this passage suggests the comfort of heat among those with whom we can walk  which you cannot have alone. We can work this out numerically; two can radiate heat, it is not scorching; it is for comfort. Let us therefore not get discouraged because of fewness; two are enough to give comfort. 

    If there are three all the better, for it goes on to say, and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. He extends it to three in connection with warfare, which is another contingency. It says, if a man overpower the one, the two shall withstand him, and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. Remember the basis of all this is two. Two are better than one. If conflict arises the same principle applies; but we must not be partisan. It is threefold; a third one in the bond is of especial value. They are all of one mind. The attack is not from one of them; it is from an outside person, and two would stand out, and a threefold cord is not easily broken. That is the crowning thought. It is unified strength; it is of supreme value in the gatherings of the saints. Three is an advance on two; it is full testimony, and what is stated of it as to unity would therefore govern any number. Unity according to God is in mind here. There is no idea of party feelings. Translated into New Testament language it is two of you, or two or three, as in Matthew 18. Two can withstand an attack; and then the threefold cord is an allusion to what is spun, a cord of three small strands which are put so tightly together as one whole, a figure of strong unity, and it is not quickly broken. It is like Rahabs cord, it is to be trusted. It can be safely used to let a brother down through the window (Joshua 2:15). 

    The passage in Kings which I read is remarkable. It is a question of Elijah and Elisha coming on to more definite ground; coming on to spiritual ground. The two began at Gilgal, which is a fine starting point. There is more than one Gilgal, but the meaning is in the name. Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal; it would imply, We are judging ourselves. I suppose Elijah would take the lead in that. It is the place of circumcision, really of putting off of the body of the flesh; the whole of it. Of course both would act separately in self-judgment; for always in self-judgment each acts by himself. The house of David apart and their wives apart. That is a very good word. Wives are not to trust to their husbands in self-judgment. They must learn to judge themselves. Even Elijah needed to judge himself, he was a man of like passions as we. It is not simply that I judge something wrong in my conduct; but keep sin from acting; we should maintain that all the time. You have with you the element of self-judgment always; always judging sin in the flesh. God sent his own Son ... and ... has condemned sin in the flesh (Romans 8:3). Elijah did that; Elisha did it too. That is what I understand by Gilgal. Each is to maintain the mind of God about the flesh which was sacrificially dealt with in Christ on the cross. It is a very touching thing that God should send His own Son in the likeness of flesh of sin, to condemn sin in the flesh. This should be a great incentive to us to judge it. It has been entirely dealt with and condemned. It is never allowed to lift its head in the believer who has acquired the light and understanding of self-judgment. I can never consistently judge evil in the assembly, until I maintain self-judgment in myself. The passage says Elijah went with Elisha. He says in effect, Elisha, I know you have judged yourself, but you are to maintain self-judgment. That is the point for young people. We are to maintain it. What is our conversation today? Are we maintaining self-judgment? The Lords word is one repenting sinner; it is one who repents all the time. So Elijah went with Elisha. After that he speaks of going on by himself, but Elisha says, I want to go too, I want the companionship of the man who insists on self-judgment. A fine wholesome state! Many find excuses to get away, because they want to indulge in the flesh; not so Elisha. He says, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. Circumcision really took place where sin was dealt with, where the power of Satan was dealt with. They now come to the Jordan. On the other side you see a fine sight for heaven; these two, having crossed the Jordan together, are now on the other side; not on the bank, they have finished the journey. Risen from the dead (Colossians 2:12), raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. And you ... he has quickened together with him. You go over in the power that raised Christ from among the dead. Ephesians 2:5 says, quickened us with the Christ ... and has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. It is a wider thought than two  thank God! For if we love the saints we want them all up there. We shall all go together. 

    In this remarkable passage the word is: first, they two went on; Elijah wanted Elisha to stay at Jericho, for he was going to Jordan. Elisha says, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. Then it says, they two went on. Not simply Elijah and Elisha, but they two verily together on resurrection ground. Elijah, we may be sure, would not wish it otherwise, but would bring out the desire and wish of the young servant to be with him. Elisha is gaining ground, he is now one of two, the other a great and experienced servant. It is not now Elijah and Elisha, but they two. Elijah had great experience compared with Elisha, but when you come to two as seen here, they are morally on the same level. We can understand how the Lord loves us, as each takes the ground of Himself being one and I another. He says to Peter, as to the tribute money, Give it to them for me and thee (Matthew 17:27). The Lord graciously takes the ground of being one of two persons, that is, Christ the Son of God, Creator of the universe, and Peter. He regards Peter as another with Himself. They are both represented in one piece of money  what was needed for the tax for two, the One Jesus, the other Peter. What a sight for heaven! Peter and John going to the temple to pray. Peter said to the man, Look on us. There you have two together again  another pleasing sight for heaven. That is the way the truth is worked out; not Christ Himself and another now, but two special subjects of the work of God. 

    Continuing with Elisha, we read in verse 7, they two stood by the Jordan. Evident moral power in the presence of death! Do the two act against the Jordan? No. Elijah acts alone. Elijah is greater than Elisha. Christ is greater than any of us. He alone can wrap His mantle together and smite the waters of death. It is a question of the inherent power of Christ. The mantle represented what Christ was personally in His life down here. It stood for Himself. Elisha uses it afterwards and says, Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah? and smites the waters. Typically he recognises the power is of Christ and not in himself. 

    Elijah took his mantle and smote the waters and they were divided, and they two went over on dry ground. Risen with Christ. The true believer can say, I am risen with Christ  according to Colossians 3:1. That epistle says we are raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead (chapter 2:12). The power of God is irresistible. I have faith in that. The same power that raised Christ raises me. 

    It is as good as done. Nothing can withstand that power. Through faith, implies that it is not yet literal, but it is morally true, having a present bearing, for nothing can hinder it. The power that worketh in us is that which raised Christ, and goes on to our resurrection. 

    Then the passage, having said, they two went over on dry ground, verse 11 says as they went on, and talked. Very beautiful! The bank of the Jordan is not the terminus. Heaven is the terminus for christians: raised us up together, and made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6) is the full thought. It is Ephesian teaching. Colossians is that we are raised by the power of God, our minds are to be set on things above. Ephesians is ourselves set down in heaven: all according to the sovereign purpose and power of God,  because of His great love wherewith He loved us. 

    Now just a word about Matthew 18. Two is characteristic of Matthew. This time it is two of you. Verses 18-19, Whatsoever ye shall bind on the earth shall be bound in heaven ...  is a finished thought. Verse 19, the word again implies an extension, and applies to different circumstances. Again I say to you that if two of you shall agree on the earth ...  It is a question of two of you, two sisters, husband and wife, or brothers. Two of you is the dominant thought. You implies those of the assembly. The Lord had said much about the assembly. He had already linked Peter with Himself, and now He says, Two of you. It is two of the assembly. Notice it is on the earth. We shall not need this when we go to heaven; we shall not be asking for things bearing on this scene. We are regarded here as on the earth, connected with Christs interests. This has to do with the reduced circumstances in which we are today. The passage will help us. Young people are apt to deplore the small circumstances; they become lonely; have no warmth; but here we are told of infinite resource, 

    so that we need not be afraid of being pushed to the wall. Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens. Heaven takes account of those two. They are known in heaven as Peter and John were known; as the Lord Jesus and Peter were known. These things are very precious. It is two of you; two of the assembly, which is universal. Two of us on earth, ask the Father in heaven. See the distinction between earth and heaven. Elijah was taken to heaven, but those who are of the assembly are here below where evil is; we are in the wilderness. What things come up in the wilderness! Yet our unfailing resource is our Father who is in the heavens. In the place of difficulty on earth we are to ask, and it shall come to us, the Lord says, from my Father who is in the heavens. 

    Then there is the word three. For where two or three are gathered together unto my name there am I in the midst of them. We gather unto that Name. It is a question of outwardly small circumstances, but as gathered together unto Christs Name we have Him in the midst. The position is thus invulnerable. He is here where two or three are gathered together unto His Name. It is not possible to overthrow that position. 

    May God bless His word! 

  
    Ecclesiastes 5
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    SPIRITUAL AGRICULTURE (JT 28)

    Ecclesiastes 5:9; Luke 8:15 - 18

    I have been thinking, dear brethren, of substance, the substance that is acquirable, to use the figure implied in these scriptures  tillage of the ground, for it is the divine thought that we should be thus enriched. There are two senses in which believers in Christ may be regarded as rich. The first is what may be called objective riches, riches that are available, but not always availed of. The Corinthian believers were of this class; their wealth was of this class; they were enriched in Christ, in all doctrine, in knowledge, in gift, but they were very poor subjectively, that is to say, they were unintelligent and unpractical in regard to the new commandment that is spoken of in the first epistle of John. You remember that there the apostle speaks of the old commandment, that which was from the beginning, The word he says, which ye heard; that is, all that had come out in Christ. There was substance in Christ. In Him was life we are told. It was not only that He spoke of God  He did  He declared God; all that was from the beginning, but besides what was spoken, there was the substance there. The life was there. Life was subsistent there, and it shone; it was the light of men. All that is involved in what was from the beginning, the old commandment; and the apostle says, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment, which ye have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye heard 1 John 2:7 That must not be lessened or weakened in any way. The Corinthians had it. There was the presentation of the truth to them for a period of eighteen months at least; the truth in its objective features was presented, and they heard. They were enriched thus; all was in Christ and perfectly secure in Christ, and available there but not availed of to any extent by them. They were defective in regard of the new commandment, and so John, to show the two sides, immediately proceeds to say in his epistle, Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you 1 John 2:8 That could hardly be said of the Corinthians; and the apostle John confirms that remark by saying, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines 1 John 2:8 What is true in Christ is true in the saints according to the new commandment, and thus the saints are enriched not only in Christ but in themselves. Not that one would in the least occupy the saints with themselves unduly, but it is necessary at times, in order to see the truth in its completeness, to look at the saints as the work of God. And so the word was, Which thing is true in him and in you 1 John 2:8 Need I add that the coming in of the Holy Spirit to a Christian or to the assembly involves immense riches? It is not only what He is personally but what He is potentially in a Christian. He is everything potentially, and the more room that is given to Him the more we consciously possess wealth, for He is the earnest of the inheritance. 

    Well now, I want to speak of the ground as that which is figuratively the saints viewed from the subjective side; we are, as it were, the field which the Lord has blessed. You remember how Isaac smelt his son Jacob. He smelt him and he says, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Jehovah hath blessed, Genesis 27:27. That was potential, for there was very little yet in Jacob. It took time to work out, but it was all there in principle. And so it is as we receive the Spirit of God the potentialities are immense, but they have to be worked out. Hence we get this passage in Ecclesiastes, the earth is every way profitable 

    The king himself lives of the field; he is dependent upon it, or as it may be rendered, the profit of the land in all respects is a king addicted to agriculture That is the alternative reading, meaning that if the full result is to be acquired from the field the king himself must be addicted to its cultivation. So the profit in every way, whether for the Lord Himself or for us, hinges upon His taking up the agricultural occupation, and, dear brethren, He has done so. Cain was a tiller of the ground. He was a tiller of cursed ground. Man was never cursed, I mean man as such; individuals were, and are, and shall be, but in the abstract, man was never cursed. Christ having become man, man is held now not as cursed but as blessed, as indeed is suggested after the flood: I will no more henceforth curse the ground on account of Man Genesis 8:21. And so the Lord Jesus speaks of Himself as a tiller of the ground. Man acquired me [as bondman] from my youth Zechariah 13:5, He says. You see, dear brethren, the place He takes, and now as king He is addicted to agriculture. It is as if all depended subjectively on His attention to it, and you may be sure that there is no slackness. It is not now simply that He is a bondman acquired to till the ground, but He is the king. We have to contemplate the words of Ecclesiastes as the words of the king in Jerusalem, and if the king takes to agriculture, you may depend upon it he has the means to work the land, and no device will be ignored that would tend to bring out its best results. 

    Now, the confirmation of all that you will find in Genesis 1, in that the earth comes out of death figuratively. God said, Let the dry [land] appear (Genesis 1:9), and He named it, but in naming it, it was to bring forth, that is to say, there was potential power in it to yield all that was necessary for man  the herb bearing seed and every tree bearing fruit. All was to come up out of it, as the Lord Himself says, The earth bears fruit of itself Mark 4:28. There is in it power. All this is a question of the saints typically; and so on the third day, which is the day of resurrection, the earth emerges from the deep, and is named, having all its potentialities in the way of fruitfulness. But on the fourth day you have the sun, moon and stars, that is to say, a fixed order of things above, upon which the earth was intended to be dependent, for whilst there may be that in it innately for fruitfulness yet without the heat of the sun and the rain from heaven there can be no results. You see thus that Christ in heaven, the king, is in control, and so the rain comes down and the dew to the end that there should be the full result; as the apostle Paul said speaking literally, God did not leave himself without witness, doing good and giving to you from heaven rain and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts with food and gladness Acts 14:7 You see thus, beloved brethren, how the Lord is in control. The land is His; the earth is the Lords, not only on creational ground but on redemptive ground, and so the question is of evil in us, for when I come to the antitype I have that which is not in the earth, namely, will. I am conscious of that in myself. You can understand, therefore, how the king in taking to agriculture is obliged to resort to severe measures. Prepare thy work without we are told again, and put thy field in order That is the Lord, and He is never slack in those matters, for it says, Afterwards build thy house Proverbs 24:27. There can be no material for the house until the field is set in order for Himself, that is to say the wealth of the field and the order of it, and then the house, and not until then. It is futile to talk about the house, the order, and comfort of it and the joy of it in family relationship, unless the field is attended to; and so the Lord, as I said, has taken to agriculture. He has to resort to severe measures so that the earth should become fruitful, so that all that is in it may come out of it. What you find in Gods land is store corn meaning that which is carried over; it was not grown that year, and there was plenty of it. The land has to be fertile and the Lord sees to that, hence the discipline. Sometimes He has to allow the wild beasts to enter upon His territory  a terrible thing  but He much prefers to deal directly. I would rather have sickness and poverty in temporal things than to have the enemy devastating the land  dividing the saints. David says, Let me fall, I pray thee, into the hand of Jehovah, for his mercies are very great: but let me not fall into the hand of man 1 Chronicles 21:13 If a saint die, it is the Lord; if a saint be sick, that is the Lord; if a saint be poor, that is the Lord. I rebuke and discipline as many as I love Revelation 3:19. And again, For this cause many among you [are] weak and infirm and a good many are fallen asleep 1 Corinthians 11:30. It is the Lord, for He has taken to agriculture; and He will have fruit, and if there be fruit we shall get our share of the results. The husbandman must be the first to partake of the fruit, but others also partake of it. It is right that He should have the firstfruits  the firstfruits belong to God always. 

    All this challenges our hearts. It may appear that the Lord is exacting, but is He? As Elijah arrived at Zarephath, the widow woman was at the gates; she was active. God had commanded her to maintain the prophet. She is evidently the first one he meets. She is at the gates of the city. True enough she is governed by thoughts of unbelief, but she is active and ready for adjustment. She was gathering two sticks. She had a little of the fruit of the land, a little meal in a barrel and a little oil in a cruse. She had it, but had it unintelligently and in unbelief, but she had it, and Elijah says, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel 1 Kings 17:10. 

    He might have said, Bring me a little water, for that was what he needed, but the point was the vessel. If it is to be served it must be served in order suitably. She goes to get the water, and he says, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand 1 Kings 17:11 She was a worker. Two features of the Christian in this service are that we are vessels, and we are workers. But see the test for faith! She says, I [am] gathering two sticks ... for me and my son that we may eat it and die 1 Kings 17:12 Such unbelief! What is the fruit of the earth for? It is to sustain man here that he should live. But then God would have His part in that, and the prophet, representing Him, demands it, and in demanding it, he causes light to come into her soul, that the barrel of meal should not run out, nor the cruse of oil fail, until God should come in, and it says that she and he and her house  not her son only, but her house  lived for the full year from the little that she thought she had. Thus, while God demands His rights from us, His firstfruits, He shares bountifully with us. What wonderful partnership that woman proved  she, and he, and her house lived for a year on the little. It was the fruit of the ground. And so it is, that the Lord looks for that. It is a question of what we have in any locality, and what is the result of the tillage. 

    We see in the parable in Luke that the word is sown by the Lord Himself, a wholly right seed Let no one deny the principle here in the precious seed sown that the light has come to us in purity, but how easily we develop in degeneracy. As was said of old, God planted Israel a noble vine. In time she degenerated into a wild vine. What is nature in us but wild will  degeneracy? The beginning excellent, noble, the seed wholly right, but the development degenerate; these are solemn facts, beloved brethren, for every one of us. Are we not exposed to the danger of degeneracy in spite of the precious holy seed that has been sown? And so in this parable in Luke the Lord explains to His disciples about the good ground. Bear in mind that I am speaking about agriculture figuratively  the good ground, as the Lord says here, an honest and good heart Luke 8:15. Now that is not in man as he is naturally. There are thirteen evils that flow out of the heart of man naturally as recorded in the gospel of Mark. It is not therefore man naturally that is in view here, but ground divinely wrought, hearts purified by faith as Peter says. Only such hearts are honest, only such hearts are good. They are a divine product It is in such hearts that the Lord is operating, and so here the word is received honestly, with a purpose, and acted upon. It says, That in the good ground these are they who in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience They keep it; it is treasured. Now, dear brethren, what about all this? What about the word of God as the good seed? Has it continued developing as you received it? Has it been kept? I often think of Mary the mother of our Lord, as the typical representative of soul history as Luke gives it; what you get with her is that she kept certain things and pondered them in her heart. And what a wonderful culmination in a woman of soul history it was when she stood by the cross of Jesus when He was on it, when all the forces of evil were against Him! She stood by the cross of Jesus. What is needed is soul history, continuing as we begin, keeping the word, and bringing forth fruit with patience. Now what is interesting about Luke, about this particular instance is this: he does not give the hundred fold in the Lords explanation of the parable, but he gives it in the parable itself. In the parable we have the full result in the hundred. In Matthew we have an hundred, sixty, and thirty  reducing numbers. In Mark we have the ascending numbers, thirty, sixty and a hundred, and both are given in the parable and in the explanation of the parable, whereas Luke only gives the number in the parable, that is to say, the full result of the seed sown. In the explanation of the parable that number means patience  one of the greatest things there is. The prophets are the witnesses of Gods patience. He rose early and sent them, and He sent many of them. Marvellous witness to the patience of God! And so here the greatest result in the fruit is patience. Let endurance have [its] perfect work James 1:4. Ye have heard of the endurance of Job and seen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is full of tender compassion and pitiful James 5:11. We must exercise the utmost patience in our dealings with one another, for it is in that that the fruit lies, according to Luke; I mean to say that the thing is continued, for the fruit in Luke is the answer morally to God. It is what God is in Luke, and so here the seed is the word of God I keep the word, and I bring forth fruit with patience. Do we not need to be reminded of this, beloved? Have patience, therefore, brethren, till the coming of the Lord James 5:7 That is the limit of it; it will not be needed after that, but it will be needed every moment till then. It is not that I am simply patiently waiting, He is patiently waiting too, it is the patience of Christ. The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of the Christ (2 Thessalonians 3:5), and as John says, The kingdom and patience in Jesus Revelation 1:9. I am waiting, I should be; it is not only that I am patiently waiting, but I am patient with the brethren. I am patient in tribulation; I am patient in everything I have got to contend with; it is a question of bringing forth fruit to God. The signs indeed of the apostle were wrought among you in all endurance (2 Corinthians 12:12), says the apostle. And so the patient soul sees the end of the Lord, and what an end it is  pitiful and of tender mercy! In time even Job gets his rings from the brethren, but I may have to wait for that. If I am under discipline, God will bring about the rings; it is for the brethren to give these. God brought Job into a state where his brethren gave him rings. There was then no longer any doubt in his mind as to their love for him, nor was there any doubt in their minds that he was worthy. We have to become lovable. It is not a question of expecting love; it is a question of inducing love and to induce love I must be lovable. God made Job lovable and he was a marvellous man. God brought him to it, and when he was brought to it his brethren surrounded him and gave him rings, and money for support, for he needed it. He was impoverished spiritually, but now he has a token of affection in the rings, and he has the money to support him. Then he becomes wealthy, for he had more cattle and more sons and daughters at the end than he had at the beginning of the divine tillage. Need I say that God took that man, that land in hand and brought about these results? He alone could do it; and He is doing such work still. Let us then be patient, so that we may see the end of the Lord. Let us not deprive the Lord of His end. He is very pitiful and of tender mercy and He works to bring about His desire in every one of us, so that we may become morally lovable, as was said of the Lord Himself, The disciples rejoiced therefore having seen the Lord John 20:20. That should surely mark every one of us to some extent that the brethren are glad when they see us. It is the fruit of the work of God. 

    Thus the Lord has taken up the work of agriculture; He is working it out for a full result. He will have a full result, for, as Scripture says, the king Himself is dependent on the field. In keeping with all this we have here the light of the candle which is set on a candlestick so that every one who enters in sees the light. There is no more darkness or uncertainty; things are seen as they are. There is nothing hidden; the light is there. So Take heed therefore how ye hear; now it is a question of hearing aright, and treasuring the result you have acquired; for whosoever has, to him shall be given; and whosoever has not, even what he seems to have shall be taken from him Luke 8:18. That is the setting of things in this passage. May God bless His word to us. 

  
    Ecclesiastes 9
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    THE LORDS SUPPER FOR REMEMBRANCE OF HIM (JT 58)

    Genesis 40:14,15; Genesis 40:23; Genesis 41: 9 - 13; Ecclesiastes 9: 13 - 16; 1 Corinthians 11: 23 - 26

    JTThe number of scriptures read may seem superfluous, but it is hard to avoid in order to get the subject before us, that is the Lords supper. In Genesis 40 and 41 we have typical teaching on the point; the cupbearer of Pharaoh is one who benefited greatly by Josephs wisdom, yet who failed to remember him, though he had an urgent request to do this, verse 14; then in verse 23 he did not remember Joseph, and forgot him; the negative is thus strengthened. Then as a result of his forgetting, a time arises when he had to call to mind his sins. If we fail to remember the Lord, to keep Him in mind, we shall be forced to remember our offences. Ecclesiastes 9 is another type, a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city; but no man remembered that poor man. I thought these scriptures would help in this city to understand the Lords message to Paul in view of His supper. We have little said as to the Lords supper until Paul. He had the truth of the mystery, and then this added to it, involving the truth of the assembly, we being assembled to break bread  Acts 20: 7, they came together for that. And so here we have in 1 Corinthians 11 from verse 23 the details given to Paul by the Lord. It will tend to elucidate the whole subject by reading these Old Testament scriptures before we take up Paul. 

    WSSWe understand the Old Testament scripture by Pauls help. 

    JTYes, indeed; and the same could be said of every scripture. 

    QuesWhat would be the bearing of wisdom here? 

    JTThe bearing of wisdom in Ecclesiastes and in Corinthians is that it has a great place in the teaching here, and enters into the Lords supper. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption, 1 Corinthians 1: 30; the wisdom works out in the assembly, the all-various wisdom of God, Ephesians 3: 10; and the first place in that is given to the Lords supper. So we have in 1 Corinthians 10: 15, I speak as to intelligent persons, that is to wise persons, and he is approaching the truth of the Lords supper in that connection, so that the thought of wisdom is prominent in 1 Corinthians. 

    QuesCould you give us the sense in which it delivers the city? 

    JTI think the fellowship is seen in that relation; the thought is communion, or joint -participators, in the Lords supper; and hence the conduct of the saints is involved in the truth of the Lords supper. 

    QuesDoes individual faithfulness enter into it, as in the Genesis scripture? 

    JTYes, it does; our loyalty to Christ is part of the Lords supper. Hence it speaks of our obligation in 1 Corinthians 10 to the Lord, and to each other, as having part in the Lords supper. 

    QuesHave you anything in mind as to the thought of remembrance? 

    JTYes; the communication to Paul was as to remembrance; it involves the mind, the calling to mind, For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which He was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it, and said, This is my body, which is for you: this do in remembrance of me. Then the note helps, The word translated remembrance has an active signification of recalling, or calling to mind, as a memorial. For the calling me to mind only occurs here and verse 25; Luke 22: 19; Hebrews 10: 3. Great prominence is given to remembrance in this chapter and it enters into the celebration of the Lords supper, the same point that Joseph made to the cupbearer, as we see in verse 14 of Genesis 40; how we bear a remembrance of the Lord with us, not a mere thought of calling a certain event to mind, but bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee, he says; only the cup-bearer forgot Joseph, but later had to remember his offences. 

    QuesWould he have to be brought back to the cross, the place of a skull? 

    JTI thought that, but we have to do; as the Lord did in Acts 1: 1, Jesus began both to do and to teach; doing takes account of the institution of the Supper, and in Luke 22 it is carefully separated from the passover; so it is in 1 Corinthians, the passover is in chapter 5, and the Lords supper is in chapter 11. The remembrance of me is the doing; the teaching comes out elsewhere in the epistle, what the Lord taught them through the apostle Paul. 

    RemWhen it goes well with thee reminds us of the cup of blessing. 

    JTQuite so; so we eulogize the cup; it is what is good for us. 

    RemWe are to have a peculiar sense of indebtedness to the Lord Jesus. 

    JTThat is all involved in the cup. 

    WSSJosephs exaltation out of the dungeon was the result of his being remembered. 

    JTVery good. Make mention of me to Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house; for indeed I was stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon, but the cup-bearer did not help him till he recalled his offences. Maybe this applies to some here who never remember the Lord Jesus; but if you do, it leads to His exaltation. 

    WSSI thought it was his dungeon experiences that he thought of, as he mentions them in verses 10 to 13 of chapter 41. 

    JTIt is very solemn not to recall Him; as He is the Saviour, now exalted, we shall one day have to remember our offences, if we forget Him. 

    RemThat is a fine word, bring me out of this house, a suggestion of power. 

    JTYes. 

    QuesWould you lay emphasis on the commandment of the Lord, This do? 

    JTThe Supper is not all instruction or teaching, but it is doing; we may not learn by the teaching; and we have to come back to what He did; that is the side of the memorial. 

    RemThe memorial is linked also with the cup in Corinthians. 

    JTThat is very important; it is the only place where it is mentioned as to the cup. 

    RemNothing sets aside the authority of 1 Corinthians 11, neither Lukes account or any other. 

    JTThat is right; it was added in the Lords commandment to Paul. Something was left out, and this is added. 

    RemYou are stressing 1 Corinthians as the last word? 

    JTCertainly; it was given from the glory. 

    WSSSome say that what is given in the gospels governs the position. 

    JT1 Corinthians is the completion of the word of God. The accounts in the gospels are individual, and are probably teaching for the Jews in a later day, especially as to the New Covenant teaching. We shall never understand till we see the Lords supper in 1 Corinthians is the completion of the word of God. 

    Luke learnt from Paul, and his second treatise takes up the matter of the Lords supper. We have it first mentioned in Luke 22; secondly in Acts 2: 46, breaking bread in the house, that is not in the temple; so it was separated from the current order of things. The idea of separation was included additionally to the teaching of the apostles in verse 42. Then in Acts 20: 7 we have the Supper in a Pauline setting, and Luke says, And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread (note that he calls it the first day of the week, not the Lords Day); then Paul discoursed to them before the Supper was partaken of; it must have been because the Lords supper was not properly understood; and I believe it has a prophetic meaning; it had lost its meaning till after the Reformation; only in modern times has the truth of it been revived; and that is why Pauls discourse was prolonged; even now people say we remember Him in His death; it is not scriptural, for we remember Him. 

    QuesSo that we are only now seeing Eutychus revived? 

    JTJust so. He is called the boy (verse 12); he is not fully grown; he is a type of the present revival from something stunted to a full-grown man; Paul says his life (not his intelligence) is in him. But he says to the Corinthians, I speak as to intelligent persons, 1 Corinthians 10: 15. 

    QuesWhy is it the first day of the week here and not the Lords Day? 

    JTRemarkable love runs through the whole chapter; it is commensurate with this day; a new order of things entirely begins with the first day. 

    RemJohn 20: 19 speaks of the first day of the week. 

    JTYes, it stresses there the first day. 

    QuesDo not the loaf and the cup speak of the Lords death? 

    JTWhat does it mean to you? 

    RemJoseph is not in the dungeon now. 

    JTIt is not the memory of Christs death that brings Him to us; it is not the remembrance of Me in My death, but in remembrance of me. 

    APADo we build up substance through the experience of the supper individually, so that we gain in actual spiritual substance? 

    JTA good word to use; that involves the eating side of the supper, not the memorial; the breaking of the bread was what He did; He did not eat of the supper. That He actually died is right. This do, as a memorial, means that it is a mind matter, more than a heart matter. Christ is rejected here; every city in the world is really where also their Lord was crucified  Revelation 11: 8. 

    QuesWas the cup-bearer like it? 

    JTYou can put it that way. I prefer the authority in 1 Corinthians. Joseph does say, Only bear a remembrance with thee of me. 

    WSSIs it a question of the point of view from which we look at the supper, for we announce the death of the Lord, until he come? 

    JTThat is public testimony; the Lord had in mind the memorial. 

    QuesWhat feature does the cup speak of in 1 Corinthians? 

    JTThe idea of remembrance is added also in the cup; it is in keeping with Josephs thought. In Pauls speaking we have the very last word, and that addition is in it. It shews how remembrance is in it, and should affect our hearts. 

    QuesIs there the thought of bringing Christ into presence? 

    JTYes, that is a good word to use; it shows our minds have something to do with it. We call Him to mind actively, the note to verse 24, as already said, helps us. Something has happened and has to be recalled; it is an action of our minds. F.E.R. used that expression, and it alludes to the action of the mind, that the Lord is ready to act on our minds; this affects Him, and He is ready to come; the memorial is to recall Christ to us. In the Church of England it is a mere sacrament, and in the religious world they say, this Moses ... we know not what has happened to him! He has gone from their minds. 

    QuesIs it normal for the Lords presence to be realized then? 

    JTYes, it is the state of our minds; we concentrate upon it. 

    QuesDo we come together as in fellowship with His death? 

    JTWe do; For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come, verse 26. Chapter 10 is fellowship in the cup and in the bread; but the memorial side is in chapter 11. So when we come together, we have it in mind to break bread; it is a question of the memorial. 

    QuesYou mean it is Himself that we come for? 

    JTYes. The fellowship is in His death; that is in chapter 10; there is no stressing of what he received from the Lord or of the memorial in chapter 10. 

    QuesIs the thought in fellowship a public one? 

    JTThe eating and drinking is seen and is public. 

    QuesIs it a question of the doors being shut? 

    JTJust so; that is John 20. 

    RemThere is nothing as to the blood being shed in 1 Corinthians. 

    JTIt is to reduce the commandment to Paul, and intensify it as to the memorial; not that the shedding of the blood is not important, as it is; but as being with His people, it is not so important, but it is Himself that is so important. 

    QuesWould there be less stress on the New Covenant here? 

    JTYes, in 1 Corinthians in my blood, is not the blood of redemption; that is not the point; it is as if the Lord were reducing the law governing it, to intensify it. 

    QuesIs this in keeping with the thought of the assembly as the wife? 

    JTYes, and brevity is important. Somewhere lately we were saying as to the law of the passover, in Exodus 12, it is 20 verses, but only 6 or 7 used by Moses in transferring it to the people; he reduces it; and the analogous position here is when the Lord reduces what is said in the gospels in what He says to Paul, as Moses did in Exodus; things are added and things subtracted so as to make them clear, to simplify them, so that the mind can better take it in. 

    RemDoes the New Covenant give us Gods best thoughts? 

    JTYes; He is entitled to make them known, and we gladly recognise it. 

    QuesDoes 1 Corinthians take account of the Lords death as in John 19? 

    JTThe actual death of the Lord in John describes the blood and water, the testimony to death; that is not for the Lords supper; it is the New Covenant in His blood. 

    RemHence all reference to the blood is not omitted in 1 Corinthians. 

    JTQuite, for the blood is in view. 

    WSSWould the sprinkling of Aaron and his sons with the blood associated with the oil in Exodus 29 be connected with this? 

    JTMaybe. My blood, the Lord says; a wholly new matter, stressing the memorial of the Lord, the calling Him to mind. John enlarges on this side of things, as in I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you, John 14: 18. 

    RemWe have simplicity with brevity. 

    JTYes, we had it this morning, as appealing to our pure, our right minds; a calling of Me to mind; the mind is a faculty under control; we are to be able to use it for Him. In John 20, subsequent to the doors being shut, the Lord could therefore say what He wishes. In Luke they had to be adjusted, but in John 20 all was ready. 

    QuesWould what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14: 20 apply, in your minds be grown men? 

    JTYes. 

    QuesIs the setting the same in Acts 1 and Luke? 

    JTI ventured to read that passage to shew what the Lord did, all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach. So we have been engaged with the doing. 

    QuesSo was this in the writers mind? 

    JTIt was in the Holy Spirits mind anyway. What He did involves the Supper; that was all I had in mind, and in addition, He is said to present Himself living; and also another feature, He being assembled with them. I had this in mind this morning, and this grows out of it, as making way for the Lord. 

    RemIt would save us from having our own thoughts. 

    JTThe development of the truth of the Lords supper has mainly engaged the last thirty years, especially the calling of Him to mind, making way for Him. 

    QuesIs the supper in the wilderness? 

    JTYes, not in the land; we come into that in the course of our service. 

    RemSo it is the basis for what follows. 

    JTYes. 

    QuesIs this do the public side? 

    JTIt is for the minds of the saints, not for the public. But later on we have, For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come  verse 26 that is for others. 

  
    TWO LITTLE CITIES (JT 99)

    Ecclesiastes 9: 13 - 16; Genesis 19: 17 - 22

    These passages, as you will observe, speak of two little cities. The first, although little, is of sufficient importance to some great king to attack it in great force. He had his own reason for this attack. It is said to be a great king who besieged it and built great bulwarks against it. It will be my responsibility to explain what this means, why it is written in the book of God. 

    The other little city is introduced to us by the expressed desire of one of Gods people, to be allowed to live in it instead of Sodom. He had been living in Sodom because he had some hankering after the world, and he went to live there accordingly. Now he is denied the privilege of the great city, where the world afforded much for himself and his sons and his daughters, and he would reduce his worldly desires and put them in his pocket, so to speak, so as to be allowed to live in a smaller city, only different from Sodom in size. It was intended to be destroyed as Sodom. Some of the Lords people who are worldly, and are pressed under the government of God to reduce their worldly tendencies, still live in the world, that is, the world in a modified way. If there are any such here, the gospel will be for them, for there are many worldly Christians, old and young, and worldliness becomes intense in us as we fail to judge it. It becomes more difficult to abandon, and God is using services such as this to help them if they happen to be here. These services are in the Lords hands to be used to deliver such, to break the power of the world in their hearts. These meetings are intended for so-called people of God, as well as others. It is the people of God normally who enjoy the gospel, are always glad to hear it, and it never fails to help them. 

    Now this great king had a motive. The magnitude of his attack seemed out of proportion to the size of the city, but he knows what he is about. This little city would be symbolic of the people of God in all ages. Though small outwardly, they are great inwardly. The devil knows they are great inwardly. The devil knows their relation with God. Of some of them who were small, God said in Psalm 105, they were but few and of little account. They went from one country to another; the world did not know them; it was not worthy of them, but Satan knew them. Nowadays things are very small; we have to accept it. They are not getting any larger. We have to learn to be content in the sense of smallness, not to be idle in it, not to fail in speaking of what we have through the gospel, yet always remembering that the position is small. 

    This may refer to some household here. Perhaps your salary is not large, your house is small, you are not of any special notice in the community, but there is something in you that the devil understands. Hence the attack; the great king is building bulwarks against you. You are in danger. Now this has happened a multitude of times. Before Christ came He preached, that is, He preached through servants. As Peter tells us, the Spirit of Christ which was in them preached to the spirits which are now in prison (1 Peter 3: 19). The city referred to in our scripture was small, with only few men in it, but heaven knew the value of those men, and so did the devil; and it is so today. There may be such persons in this place, and they belong to God. Now the next thing is whether the poor wise man is in your institution. Is the Bible recognised in the house? Is the ministry of the Spirit of God recognised in the house? Are the meetings attended? Otherwise you have no means of combating this great king. He will overcome you. If it be even one individual, you are of sufficient value if you have any light in your soul at all for Satan to attack you. Your only hope is in affording a place for this poor wise Man. He will not set about making weapons of war after the flesh. Peter used weapons such as that, and the Lord said to him (Matthew 26: 52), Return thy sword to its place. He said also, My kingdom is not of this world or my servants had fought, 

    John 18: 36. So that there is no hope on that line, no support from the poor wise Man on that line. Your deliverance must come on another principle. The great king is attacking you. He knows what you are. You have not been paying sufficient attention to the poor wise Man; but still you belong to Him, you belong to that city in which He is. Satan knows about you, your father and mother and your forefathers. 

    Job is an example. The Lord says to Satan, Hast thou considered my servant job?, Job 1: 8. Yes, he says, but I cannot get at him, You are hedging him about, so that I cannot get at him. But God says, I will let you get at him. How serious that is! You may have been neglecting the meetings lately, touching the world, and you are exposed. The devil is watching you and he is prepared to attack you. In the government of God he is allowed and he does attack you. You need to pay attention to this poor wise Man. There are many who can speak intelligently about the Lord Jesus Christ, about His Person, who can quote the Scriptures and perhaps who could speak about Him to poor sinners, but, if they have been neglecting Him in regard to themselves, this mighty king will find an entrance. Something will happen that you do not expect. So it is an opportunity for some here who are bordering on the world to seek the poor wise Man. The devil knows that you are a christian, heaven knows that you are a christian, and the brethren know that you are a christian and they are praying for you, but there is no movement. God says to the devil, I will let you do so-and-so. You have a lovely child that you are nursing; God may come in and take it away. It may be killed on the street by an auto; your business may fail, or many other things may happen. Think of these four messengers that came to Job one after another, each telling a terrible tale of woe, worse than the preceding one (see job 1: 13 - 19). These are solemn matters. The poor wise Man is in the city, He is making no pretensions, He is not forcing Himself. You have the means of help, but you are not using it; but He is available, that poor wise Man. It is said here that the poor wise Man by His wisdom delivered the city. If anything by the government of God has happened to you, what about the poor wise Man? If He has come into your circumstances, He intends to stay if you will allow Him. 

    The Lord says in Revelation to the last church, I counsel thee, Revelation 3: 18. Think of the Lord counselling Laodicea, the most worldly of the churches, rich and increased with goods and having need of nothing, and the Lord says, I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see, Revelation 3: 18. 

    What counsel will He give? This thing has happened to you. Why did it happen? What are the circumstances? The brethren have not seen much of you. The devil thinks you are worth something, and he is ready to attack you. The Lord is ready to give you counsel and He has what you need. I will just read to you the things that He spoke of there and is ready to give you under these circumstances. He says to Laodicea in Revelation 3: 19, I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent. He says in verse 18, I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. That is what He is saying to you. 

    He is the poor wise Man from the standpoint of Laodicea. He is poor, but He is wise and will deliver you by His wisdom; He knows what you need and He is ready to provide for you on the principle of purchase. It is the Lords way. You have the means of buying other things. As I was saying, why not think what you owe to God? It is remarkable how much people can do, and how little they can do in another sense. The Lord knows that you are struggling to get the means of purchase to get everything of this world that you need or wish. So the Lord is using that word buy. It is His way to get at you. You begin to be serious, and to see how you are bartering your way for the very best in this world, and the devil knows it. The poor wise Man is ready by His wisdom to help you. The use of the word buy is just wisdom, His way of dealing with you, because He knows your mind clearly. The love of money is the root of every evil, 1 Timothy 6: 10. Evil has more than one root, but we have to learn in these days to deal with roots, and the love of money is one of the most powerful roots. Money is of no value except as I use it to buy something that I love, something that I must have whatever else happens. So the Lord says, Since you are on that line, I have something to sell. It is wisdom, it is the Lords way. He says to Job, for instance, You remember when the foundations of the earth were laid-you were born then?. He just overwhelms you with the wisdom He uses to break you down. You were on the buying line, so I counsel you to come to Me, for I have all you need. You were so trifling and so shallow and, when you begin to get serious, the Lord says, I can settle all that matter for you. Hezekiah says, Jehovah was purposed to save me, Isaiah 38: 20. In His love for me He saved me, and so it is with the poor wise Man. He knows how to use the language to get you. 

    You have been on the buying line. You want better things. Salaries are very big now and they are very treacherous and you sacrifice the Lords day to get money. The devil knows it. If you will rob God of the Lords day the devil has his way. He would rob the Lord Jesus also. The Lord knows how to reach you. He comes down to the sellers idea. He says to you, Change your mind, change your life; come to Me and I will provide for you. When the time comes for payment I will settle that for you. 

    So there were few men within the city, but the poor wise Man was there, and there was found in it a poor wise man. It is a question of finding Him. He has found them. He wants to find you, too. One said, We have found the Messias (John 1: 41), but the truth was that Messiah had found him. Now He is to be found and, if there is anyone here in trouble at all whom Satan is attacking (he has various means), it is for you to look around for the poor wise Man. It is the present position. Do not look to the big things for help. He is found in the small ones. There was once a certain man, a negro, who wanted to get into a certain church in New York, but his colour forbad him. He therefore told the Lord about it, and the Lord told him, I have been trying to get in there, too, but I cannot get in either!. You never find Him in stained-glass window buildings, or steeple churches; you will not find Him there at all. I know a man who was found in a theatre by the Lord. Did he find the Lord? No, the Lord found him! The Lord did not go in there to stay. He left as soon as He found the man. If you want Him, He is to be found, in certain places, in a place like this. At the present time God is here if you want Him. 

    He will come in great glory presently, glory beyond words, the glory of Christ; He will come with many diadems upon His brow (I do not know how many), as King of kings and Lord of lords. That will be a great time. The man of sin will be there; the beast and the false prophet will be there. It is only a few years now until He comes. The beast will have an army all ready, a great improved army and great improved guns. They will all be there and the Lord Jesus will come out riding on a white horse, the great Leader of the heavenly army. The Lord is coming out in infinite greatness presently. Before one soldier is slain, the beast and the false prophet are taken and cast into the lake of fire. It is not very far off now. The Lord of glory will come out with the army of heaven, and what a difference between it and the army at the present time! The two great generals of the devils army are taken and cast alive into the lake of fire. As King of kings and Lord of lords, Christ has a name written which no man can know. We are going to see a great display of power in Christ. 

    At the present time it is a small state of things. It is nevertheless a city. The devil knows the value of the city and hence the preparation for attack, and he is besieging day and night. But there is this poor wise Man. That is the attitude of the Lord Jesus. To some soul, some husband and wife with naughty children, some husband and wife who are out for worldly things and whom the devil is after, the Lord is available and He would say to you, as He would say in the book of Proverbs (and it is the very symbol of wisdom), I counsel thee to buy of Me, I have everything, I am Wisdom. What is the root of the matter The poor wise Man is to be found, and by His wisdom He will deliver you and you will go free, beyond anything that you have known! The second conversion will be greater than the first one. You will come to know the Lord better than you ever have before. You have been treating Him most shabbily, you are neglecting Him. No man remembered that poor man. How sorrowful! Yet He is to be found, to deliver you in your desolation, so that He might have you for Himself, and that you might remember Him. He says, My son, give me thy heart, Proverbs 23: 26. If you are to be delivered, it is for Himself; it is that you might remember Him; but no man remembered that poor man. How many are there here who do not break bread in remembrance of the Lord Jesus? This poor Man has done wonderful things for you, but you are not delivered yet. The Lord says, I am available to you to deliver you, but if I do, it is to have you, to have your heart to remember Me, to break bread with the brethren according to My direction and request Then the further remark is, in regard to the wise Man that wrought these things: Wisdom is better than strength; but the poor mans wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. Are you still despising the wisdom of this poor wise Man? For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is Gods power, 1 Corinthians 1: 18. That is what He is aiming at, to get us to see that. Nevertheless the poor Mans wisdom is despised. Why not go in for this poor Mans wisdom? Some great man has said that wisdom is better than strength, and yet many of the people of God are neglecting the wisdom of the poor wise Man. He wants you to remember His wisdom, and get the good of it. Others are enjoying it. Why not you? 

    I now make a few remarks about Zoar. It is also a little city. It comes into prominence through Lot, a remarkable character in the book of Genesis. His history is given to us as one of Gods people, and we are told by Peter that his righteous soul was vexed every day, like many people who are grieved at the worlds wickedness, and yet they stay in it. Not that God does not take account of your judgment of it, but why stay there? The angels were very urgent to get Lot out; they took him by the hand. And as he lingered, the men laid hold on his hand, and on the hand of his wife, and on the hand of his two daughters, Jehovah being merciful to him; and they led him out, and set him without the city-that is four people, not eight, like Noahs group; but a very different group. He saved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, but here there are four of them. The sons of Lot did not want to leave Sodom. Angels represent distinct service; they are ministering spirits, sent out for service on account of those who shall inherit salvation, Hebrews 1: 14. Think of the hand of an angel touching us! Think of the gracious insistence of these two angels to get these four people out of this doomed city! Are you going to stay there? 

    You have been in the world a good while. This war is intended by the Lord to deliver many, so that they may be saved. Maybe there is one here like that; perhaps you are going to be taken to the army, possibly sent on to the battlefield. All these things must be weighed before God by young people. That is the angelic service to move your heart to get you out of the world. He might change this world in a moment. I am intending to impress you that angels are attentive. The leaders of this world are not going to have it all their own way. God is having to say in the matter. For the eyes of Jehovah run to and fro through the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of those whose heart is perfect toward him, 2 Chronicles 16: 9. Let us therefore look into our hearts and see if God is not seeking to get us out of Sodom. The Lord Jesus says to His Father, Righteous Father, John 17: 25. Let us beware, for what is of the world is not of the Father. The world and the Father are opposed, and so God is certainly laying heavy strokes on humanity in order to get the elect out of the world. So the angels laid hold of the hand of Lot and his wife and his two daughters, four of them. What a sight! What a picture to contemplate! Think of the efforts of these two angels to get these four people out of Sodom. Their hearts lingered there, and the poor wife was actually taken out by tender, gracious force, but nevertheless she looked back and became a pillar of salt. If it had not been for those angels, they would have stayed there. The Lord is seeking to help you and you are just pulling away, refusing to be helped. She looked back behind her husband and she became a pillar of salt. Would the angels do that? Let us not trifle with this matter. Angels are here now, sent out to minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation. The Spirit of God is here greater than all, striving with you. He will not always strive. She became a pillar of salt, a memorial for all time of a worldly heart, a person whose heart is in the world although linked up with the people of God. 

    Lot made a great plea for the city of Zoar. He was so intent on having the world in a modified way. Well, the angel says, if you cannot be helped, I will just let you go there. You may wish to go back to the world in a modified way. You say, I gave up smoking, and I will give up certain companions, and then there is just Zoar. Lot did not stay there long. 

    He had a bitter history after that. So that the word tonight is, Come forth!. The little city is just a big city in a modified way and it is doomed by God. When God spoke to Abraham about Sodom He had this in mind. He had the whole world in mind, the clean world as well as the corrupt, so that the word is, Come out of her, my people, Revelation 18: 4. Let us not stay there. Do not be deceived by a modified world. It will come under judgment as the other. 

    It is only a matter of time. May God bless His word! 
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    THE WAY TO THE CITY (JT 60)

    Ecclesiastes 10:15; Jeremiah 50:4,5; Deuteronomy 19:2 - 7

    The verse in Ecclesiastes is the basis of what is to be said, applying as it does to many at the present time. It says, they know not how to go to the city, (Ecclesiastes 10:15) and their labour wearieth them. The idea of the city is well known in Scripture and is applicable to what is in mind now, because it denotes what is systematic and orderly, and what is available to men; available in the sense of protection suitable and usable for human needs and services. Hence the application of it to the assembly. 

    The assembly is the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, (Hebrews 12:22) and all other cities according to what there is for God in them must be regarded in the light of it, for it says indeed, Jerusalem above…is our mother, Galatians 4:26. She is the great metropolis in a moral way of all, and so we can understand how the Spirit of God says, Ye have come…to the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem; (Hebrews 12:22) a very great fact, and one that should be searched out by each of us, so that we may know how to get to it and how to have part in it, have a share in it, and how to thus be systematic, spiritually at least. She is called, as I said, the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, (Hebrews 12:22) so that her identity is very noticeable, and the wonderful fact is to be added that she comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God, (Revelation 21:11) and that she comes down both as the new Jerusalem, and as the city of the living God. 

    In Revelation 21:2 and 3 there is very little said as to the heavenly city, but in the second part, that is to say, from verse 9, that part which refers to the millennium, we have much about administration, more indeed than we have anywhere else, and so it is helpful and in accord with the moment to consider this, not that it was in mind primarily. We see there what is now imminent, that is, the introduction of the millennial world, that in which we shall all have part; what is called the world to come. It has not come yet, save in the sense in which it is understood in the assembly; we have come to it there, but if we have not, then the question is whether we have found the way to it, or whether we are wearying ourselves, and failing to enter. The Spirit of God says Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city; Revelation 22:14. Those of us who understand can say, We have come to the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, Hebrews 12:22. Many do not understand that, and they do not find their way into the city, and the Spirit of God tells us, in the passage I have read, The labour of fools wearieth them, because they know not how to go to the city, Ecclesiastes 10:15. Others know! We have our Bible readings, ministry meetings, and addresses, and our private readings, morning readings, studies, meditations, all to the end that we should know how to go into the city, and to have part in it. It is the divine thought that every one of us should have part in it. In the second part of Revelation 21, there are many references to the number twelve, in which is wrapped up the administration of love, and hence skill in administration, because wisdom is the handmaid of love, and wisdom implies skill, so that no one need weary himself fruitlessly in endeavouring to get to the city; the way is manifest. 

    Now Jeremiah 50 in this sense is an awakening. In those days, and at that time, saith Jehovah, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and weeping as they go, and shall seek Jehovah their God. They shall inquire concerning Zion, with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to Jehovah in an everlasting covenant that shall not be forgotten; Jeremiah 50:4. Now at such moments as these we usually say we want to speak to the young. I am not always moved in that direction. The middle-aged are more in mind, as far as I am concerned, usually; the sheep, those that have arrived at the sheep stage, not the lambs, but the sheep. They are the ones that need shepherding. The youth need feeding. As a rule they go where the food is, and so the Lord says to Peter, Feed my lambs; Feed my sheep, too, He said, but Shepherd my sheep, John 21:15-17. There is great need of shepherding; there is plenty of food, I might say, in one sense, thank God, but very little shepherding; hence the value of the remarkable gift spoken of in Ephesians 4; shepherds and teachers. That is, one person having both gifts; that is to say, able to shepherd and able to feed. It is most exhilarating to look into the faces of as many as are here today. Heaven looks into our faces, and is looking into our faces now. We must not think that heaven is any less active than we are, because what is in us, normally, in those who minister, reflects what is in heaven. And so the looking into the faces, old and young, is most exhilarating to the minister, but it is really in a sense more so to heaven itself. What is going on in heaven, is one of the greatest inquiries one can make. What is going on in heaven now? What will go on we may work out from prophecy, but for what is going on now we may look into ministry and see how heaven is reflected, and how heaven regards the saints of all ages, in all the variety of ages that are amongst us. 

    In speaking of those of the middle-aged I have in mind that they are the ones that normally carry responsibility and are able to; they have energy, as we may say; that is, the forties or fifties or sixties. These are the ages that need attention, and heaven is attentive to them. Things rest on them, although the hope ultimately will be in the youth, for One generation passeth away and another generation cometh, Ecclesiastes 1:4. Thank God for that other. Will you take account of it, and see what will develop in it, because the youth have to be watched over? Well now, this matter that I am speaking of is of vast importance to them, old and young and middle-aged. I do not speak of the very old, because one would assume that they are all fixed, as it were, as John the apostle says, I write to you, fathers, 1 John 2:13. He has nothing more to say than that they have known him that is from the beginning, (1 John 2:13) so that these very old brethren, including myself, may be left, as it were; not that one would assume that one is perfect, far otherwise. The apostle says he laboured to present every man perfect in Christ, Colossians 1:28; every man, old and young, because God has no less a thought before Him than that. Then let us make up our mind, dear brethren, for this, that God has His mind about this, and that mind is to be perfect to present every man perfect in Christ, Colossians 1:28. 

    Well now, the matter that I have mentioned is of prime importance to all, that we should be sure about the city, and not be wearying ourselves; ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth, 2 Timothy 3:7. There should be the knowledge of the truth amongst us, and if the Spirit of God is amongst us there will be that. We are not to be ever learning and never coming, but ever learning and learning, because there is constant need of learning and enjoyment goes with the learning. It would be a poor thing if christianity had no enjoyment: and hence the apostle says, Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice, Philippians 4:4. I have been thinking of that for one is not to be doleful, but buoyant, and cheerful, and lighting up the countenances of the brethren, if possible, because they need it. We have been through a terrible time. Some of us have not been literally through it, but have been through it in spirit, so that we are all in it, and we all need to be brightened. Whatever there be in the way of buoyancy, it should be available and it should shine in each of us, but it will not shine in a person who is spending his time in seeking to find the city and not finding it. What is said here in Ecclesiastes is that the labour of fools wearieth them, because they know not how to go to the city, Ecclesiastes 10:15. The way is knowable, as I have shown from the last chapter of the Bible, for those that wash their robes have a right to go in, they have a right to enter into the city, and to partake of the tree of life; the precious fruits of the tree of life are available to all celestials, and true christians are heavenly, we all belong to heaven. We are not there yet, but we have come to the thought, we have come to the heavenly city, and as having come to it, it ought to be known by us. The gates ought to be known, and who are the guards, the caretakers, so to speak. Angels are said to be at the gates, on which are written the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 

    Now the way is open to us, but the question is, as to knowing what it is that hinders us; what it is that keeps us out. It is manifest that we are not in if we are wearying ourselves in endeavouring to find the way, and never coming to the knowledge of the truth; (2 Timothy 3:7) attending the meetings, reading the ministry, so to speak, reading the Bible and never arriving at a full, clear knowledge of the truth. These things ought not to be, dear brethren, but they are, not that I am accusing anybody (I hardly know anybody here), only that I do know that in a company such as are here, I am likely to be speaking to someone who is affected, and I would urge you to get to know the way to the city. I would urge as a further thought that the epistles to the Corinthians afford us the way in. The apostle, speaking there of the Holy Spirit who is here to guide us into the truth, and of His activities, says further of the saints, so also is the Christ, 1 Corinthians 12:12. The Christ there is inclusive of the saints, and they afford through the Spirits presence, the means of guidance. The Spirit of God chooses the saints as the means of our arriving at divine things, the means of understanding, the means of checking up our growth and learning, and of being serviceable. Hence it is, that the first epistle to the Corinthians has a great abstract view of love; not a concrete view, because the concrete idea will not be there, when we have not reached it. If we only rely on terms or words, then we have not reached the truth, we have not reached the concrete thing, and the great concrete thing to keep in mind is love. Love never fails, and it will not fail us if we want to get into the city. The great thing is to get there, and we shall enjoy the city when we get there, and we shall have part in its administration. 

    Referring to the verses read in Jeremiah 50, it says, In those days, and at that time, saith Jehovah, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and weeping as they go, and shall seek Jehovah their God. They shall inquire concerning Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to Jehovah in an everlasting covenant that shall not be forgotten, Jeremiah 50:4,5. The passage mentions the word covenant, but I am not going to tell you that this refers to the Lords supper, because it does not. The Old Testament is full of the idea of covenant. It was the childs time, the childrens part, but when the time of full age comes, then we emerge from that and graduate into the higher classes, for this is the time of sonship. Faith having come (Galatians 3:25), the full thought of manhood is come. That means that we understand, we know love, for we are sons, we are no longer children. When I was a child,…I reasoned as a child, but when I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child. 1 Corinthians 13:11. Manhood is seen in those who love. In the first epistle to the Corinthians it is, as it were, the picture on the wall, a beautiful picture, but it is only a picture, it is not a person. Love is not explained in a person in that chapter; it is explained, of course, but it is the abstract idea, the persons are not brought in. If love is present in persons, then we shall see those persons walking and talking and speaking to one another, as it says in that verse we often quote: 

    Nor what is next Thy heart can we forget; 
Thy saints, O Lord, with Thee in glory met. (160:8) 
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    THE WAY INTO THE CITY (JT 100)

    Ecclesiastes 10: 15; Psalm 107: 7

    You will see that what one has in mind has reference to a city. The word is used in both passages. The book of Ecclesiastes speaks of Solomon as the Preacher, and the first passage one has alluded to speaks of those that weary themselves because they know not how to go to the city. There are several persons who are classified as preachers in the Old Testament, such as Solomon, Jonah, and such even as Nebuchadnezzar among the emperors. All are regarded as preachers, and you can understand that a preacher is usually allowed latitude in the use of words or metaphors or figures. So in the use of the word city, we regard that with a certain latitude; it is employed in view of reaching souls who are in the world. The preacher has to speak not only metaphorically but morally, meaning that the idea of a city is not always literal, built of stone and mortar or wood, but it may mean a system. In this case it does, and the persons mentioned do not know how to get to it; it is remarkable. To find a city in this world is a very simple matter. It is only a matter of geography to find the right road which is usually marked up on the highways. I have visited most of the great cities of the world, so that I know something about them, and how they may be reached, but the city in mind here is a moral idea, and can only be reached by persons who understand moral ideas. In a word, to bring it down to this day, the idea of a city here refers to the assembly, and the assembly is not formed of stones and mortar; it is formed of persons, and persons who are converted to God. Perhaps some of you have never thought of a city like that, composed of persons who are really converted to God, but that is what this city is. It is designated in the book of Revelation as a city. John says, I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God. Well, you see what is meant; it is the assembly that is meant, and now what I have to say is about the assembly as a city. Many of you here are really in it as believers in the Lord Jesus, most of you, but some may not be, and so I would seek now to indicate how this city may be reached, because it is the city of salvation. As of old, Zion was the city where God had placed salvation, so today God has placed salvation in the assembly. 

    Now I do not want you to think that He has not placed salvation in Christ, because He has. Christ alone is our Saviour. The assembly is not our Saviour; Christ is our Saviour, and Christ is the subject of our preaching in that sense. He is the Saviour of sinners, and He is proclaimed in the gospel as the Saviour to men. It says, For God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony to be rendered in its own times, 1 Timothy 2: 5, 6. It is rendered here tonight, that the Lord Jesus has given Himself a ransom for all. For hundreds of years this wonderful proclamation has been going forth, and myriads have been saved. It is the day of salvation, the accepted time, and it is through the blood of the Lord Jesus. Ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is Gods gift, Ephesians 2: 8. But then I am talking of the city, and whilst proclaiming that Jesus and Jesus only is our Saviour, yet there is the idea of salvation in a place, and as of old it was in Zion, so today it is in the assembly. Hence it says in Acts 2, after the first great gospel address was preached, and three thousand persons were converted, the Lord added to the assembly daily those that were to be saved. There are some here who have to be saved, yet most of us are already taken into the category of the saved. Those who are not are in mind tonight, and if there is anyone here who is exercised about salvation, then of course I would like to speak to that one. 

    There are persons here who are really saved in the sense in which I have spoken, but yet they are not too restful in the forgiveness of sins. If you are worldly, you are apt to forget that you are purged from your former sins, and you become indifferent, and these gospel preachings all over the world are intended for such as you. You have been saved in the ordinary sense, but you have turned to the world, you have become worldly. You need salvation from the world, and God says, I will give salvation in Zion, and unto Israel my glory, Isaiah 46: 13. He has placed salvation in a certain place, and that place is the assembly. The assembly is formed of saved persons, and the Holy Spirit indwells it, and operates in it, and if you turn away to the world, The labour of fools wearieth them-that is, every fool-because they know not how to go to the city. He needs to know the way and he does not know; it may be he has the desire to go, but fails in the moral importance of it. 

    Now in order to qualify further what I have said, I quote what the writer in the previous chapter says, This also have I seen as wisdom under the sun, and it was great unto me. There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and encompassed it, and built great bulwarks against it: and there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city; but no man remembered that poor man. Well now, this is the city, and in it the Lord Jesus was found, because the Lord Jesus is really depicted here as the poor wise man. He built the city, but it takes a long story to show that He delivers the city. I am not going to tell that story, but simply to say that the Lord Jesus is in mind here, and most of us remember Him in the Supper, but many do not. It says in verse 15, But no man remembered that poor man. The Lord is in mind; He is the Builder of the city, and the Deliverer of the city. Indeed He is the Builder of the assembly. He calls it my assembly, saying, On this rock I will build my assembly, and I say to every one of you young people that it is yours too. The Lord has it for you at the moment. He has it for Himself for ever and ever. It is His bride out of heaven, a bride adorned for her husband, but in the meantime the Lord is using it for His people, so that you might find deliverance in it, not only deliverance from your sins, but deliverance from the world. That is the idea. He has set it up to be a vessel of deliverance for His people, and I address every young person here tonight, that the Lord has this wonderful system ready for you, and in it you will find deliverance from the world. Most of us here have found it so; perhaps you have not, and if so what I am saying is for you, and you need to know how to get into it. 

    Now as I said it is a moral thought, and has to be apprehended in a moral sense, and if you want to get into it, it involves judgment of this world that you have fallen into, and maybe that you have been damaged by its influence. You may like it because of what it gives to young people, to make them, as they think, wise, but this wonderful system that the Lord Jesus has is for your deliverance. He has built it, and He has it for the moment for you. Presently He will have it for Himself eternally. He has it for Himself now, but it is also a vessel of deliverance for every person who wants it. Perhaps you are a believer in the Lord Jesus, but the question of the world is not settled in your soul. You do not know the way into the city. You weary yourself. You say, I would like to be back with the people of God, but somehow I cannot find the way, as this verse says, The labour of fools wearieth them, because they know not how to go to the city. You would have no difficulty if you wanted to go to Edinburgh or Aberdeen. The way is plainly marked for your natural eyes, but this city is not so plainly marked; you get no boards to show you the way into the city of God. It has to be understood morally, because it is important to learn to judge things morally, to judge the world which seems to be pleasing, and holds out so much for you. You have to learn to judge it, and unless you do, you will not get into the city. In a word it is the fellowship of Gods Son-a wonderful thought. God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 1 Corinthians 1: 9. The way is for you to find, and the ministry that the Spirit of God is maintaining here is to show you the way. Hence you find such a voice as Isaiahs speaks behind you. Some night when you are going to the theatre, or cinema, or the card table, or whatever it may be, you find a voice behind you-This is the way, walk ye in it, Isaiah 30: 21. You have to hear that voice and take that way. 

    Now, as I was saying, the poor man, who typifies the Lord Jesus, has delivered the city, and if He is not in your mind, the Holy Spirit intends that He should be in your mind, if you are a christian; and if you are not, He should still be in your mind, because you may be among those who are to be saved, those that were to be saved, meaning that God has you in His purpose, and you choose to stay out, to remain in the world, or at times you want to come back to your place with the lovers of Jesus in the things that relate to salvation. Now I am speaking very plainly, I hope, to every young person here. It is a great opportunity for you to lend your ear carefully to what has been said, and see if you cannot find your feet in the way. 

    That way is available. There are many other ways of course: there is the way of death, you know, and the way of the world, as I have been saying. It may be the way of commerce is leading you, or it may be the way of music; your social entertainment leading you off, and yet you have not yet found the way! The Lord Jesus says, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. But I am now speaking of the way to salvation, the way to the city, which the foolish man is wearying himself to find, but does not find it, whereas when we come to the passage I read from Psalm 107, you have a beautiful reference to the gathering time. Of course, it refers to the gathering time for Israel; and it is the gathering time too for the people of God. I am speaking of persons who are to be saved. Scripture says that He died to gather together into one the children of God that are scattered abroad, and there are many. Those of us who are christians here perhaps have learned to weep secretly for our brethren. It is said in John 1 that as many as received Christ, to them God gave the power or title to take the place of children of God-a great matter. It is a title to take that place, a title to enter by the front door as one of the family. That is the idea of John 1, As many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name; who have been born, not of blood, nor of fleshs will, nor of mans will, but of God. Now there are many like that. They are scattered abroad in this world, but there is the gathering power of God today. Give ye thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; for his lovingkindness endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of Jehovah say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the oppressor-notice that-and gathered out of the countries, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the sea. They wandered in the wilderness in a desert way, they found no city of habitation. Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them: then they cried unto Jehovah in their trouble. Now that is the point. Perhaps you are not moved by what has been said. If you do not know salvation, if the idea of it has never come into your mind and you are to be saved, well now these verses are most touching: Then they cried unto Jehovah in their trouble. If the trouble has begun in your heart now, it is time for turning to the Lord. You need not go home to do it, you can do it now. As one said, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner, Luke 18: 13. Why not do it, the cry taking place at the moment of the preaching? 

    What I am speaking of in Ecclesiastes 10 does not give you the way at all, nor does it give you the cry, for you are called a fool there; you do not find the city. You remember a man who is called a fool in the gospels? He said to himself that he had plenty of goods, plenty of money, so to speak, to buy all he needed, as people do now because of the big wages. Big wages are often a curse, because they give you so much means of gratifying yourself, but the scripture says, Love not the world, nor the things in the world. The love of the world is not of the Father, and maybe you have never learned to give up the thought of the world, nor have you found the way into the city, and my effort now is to impress you with this, that there is such a way, and that way leads to the city of salvation. Salvation is in it. I have already said that salvation from sins is not exactly the point, it is a question of salvation from the world. You will find that salvation in the assembly, and my point now is that you should find the way into it, and the first thing is to cry, to begin to feel that you have never come to it. You have long wished to be in the city of salvation, but you have not found the way, wearying yourself in endeavouring to find it, and you have not found it. Well, have you ever cried? You see the way is simple, for God hearkens to the cry. You remember how it is said in Exodus 3, Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard. They were suffering Egypts bondage, and so are you. It is the same thing. The world holds you in bondage, and God gives you to understand that He is feeling for you, and I hope you will feel for yourself, and that that will give vent in a cry! They cried unto Jehovah in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses. He did that. You have not touched that yet! Most of us have-but you have not touched it, the cry and the deliverance from your distresses-and so it goes on, And he led them forth by a right way. He led them. God does it; it is not simply now the cry, but immediately submitting yourself to the leading of God; that is the truth of the gospel, the truth of salvation. 

    We are told that the gospel is for the obedience of faith among all nations. We shall never be suitable for the assembly unless we have learned the idea of obedience of faith. It is not simply what your father and mother say you should do, but what God says, Faith cometh by hearing. But hearing what? It is not simply by the act of hearing, or by the power of hearing in the ear, but hearing by the word of God. That is the point, the word of God. God has His servants ready, and they have been preaching in hundreds of places the word of God. Now the point is to anyone here tonight to come into the thing which I have been speaking of, namely, salvation. 

    Last week, I was saying something in the west of London about two men that were blind who followed the Lord Jesus. They knew He was there, walking before them, and they said, Have mercy on us, Son of David, Matthew 9: 27. The Lord did not answer them. Well, I am just telling you now how things happened in the work of the Lord, that the Lord challenges us as to things that we want, that we urgently want, and He does not say anything. You say, I have been exercised about salvation for long enough. I have been coming to the meetings and I have not got it; I have never had experience of it. Well, these two men did not either. They were blind, and they followed the Lord, and they said, Have mercy on us, Son of David. The Lord did not say anything. Perhaps that is your case. Perhaps you say, I have been longing for it. Well, have you? The Lord did not say anything, and the Spirit of God says, When he was come to the house. Perhaps you have not followed Him into the house. You have been trying to detain Him outside, to have your own way about it, to have those things come your way as you think, but the Lord does not say anything, but He goes into the house. We are not told whose house it was. There were many houses in Matthews gospel, and they followed Him in. Do not turn aside what I am saying. They followed Him into the house. Perhaps you have not come to the house. These men said, Have mercy on us, Son of David, and the Lord did not say anything; He just went into the house. Maybe you have not come into the house. If the Lord elects to do things in a house, why not follow Him and see how He does things. They kept on saying, Have mercy on us, and when He was come to the house, they came into it. Now listen to what He said, Do ye believe that I am able to do this?. He is saying, I want you to have faith. Have you got it? Perhaps some here that are called christians have not got the element of faith. The Lord says, Do ye believe that I am able to do this?. In the house He said that, and they said, Yea, Lord. Then the Lord says, According to your faith-notice that-be it unto you. Well now, what about your faith? Have you any? If you leave this room without it, I would urge you to get hold of this matter. Millions are coming into it, and they are getting saved by faith, because you know the truth of the gospel is justification by faith, not of works, nor sight, but by faith. And that is what the Lord means. He meant to convey to these two blind men that He expected them to have faith, 

    or they would not be anything in the assembly. So they say, Yea, Lord. But the Lord did not rejoice in that either; He did not make much of them, and the Lord would never make much of you. He is telling you He is looking for faith in you. Without faith it is impossible to please [God]. And so they said, Yea, Lord, and their eyes were opened; but He says, mark you, According to your faith, be it unto you. In Luke 7 the Lord says to the woman Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace. Thy faith-not someone elses faith. The Pharisee said something which would belittle her, and anyone seeking to come into the truth will be belittled by the Pharisee. When it comes to you actually to be saved, you must have faith yourself. You will never be saved if you have not faith. You might have faith to remove mountains, and yet be nothing, showing how real the thing is. 

    I come now to the matter of getting salvation, and how it is obtained according to Psalm 107, how to get into the city. The first thing is they cry. If you have not found your way into the city, you have not come into the fellowship, you do not belong to the saved in the sense I am speaking of it. I mean, saved from the world, and the need of coming to the city for it. And so in this psalm, as I said, we have first the thanksgiving that the Spirit of God urges, Give ye thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; for his loving-kindness endureth for ever. Let us learn to say these things from our souls. Let the redeemed of Jehovah say so. How we love to do this! Whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the oppressor, and gathered out of the countries, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the sea. They wandered in the wilderness. That is what many are doing  wandering in the world, having the pleasures of sin for a season. Perhaps you are wearying yourself in it, and then it goes on, They found no city of habitation. 

    After all this has been said, it goes on to say, And he led them forth by a right way, that they might go to a city of habitation. 

    Now let me extend an invitation. Heaven entitles me to extend an invitation to you here tonight, to get into this right way! He led them forth by a right way, that they might go. You have to do it yourself-that they might go to a city of habitation. And then, Let them give thanks unto Jehovah for his loving-kindness, and for his wondrous works to the children of men. Salvation and deliverance are to be known in coming to all this. Accept it from the Lord, and give thanks! That is what the apostle came to-O, wretched man that I am! ... I thank God, Romans 7: 24, 25. The thing is reached in the giving of thanks. Let them give thanks unto Jehovah for his loving-kindness, and for his wondrous works to the children of men; for he hath satisfied the longing soul and filled the hungry soul with good. Then it says: And he bowed down their heart with labour ... . Then they cried unto Jehovah in their trouble. I do urge anyone here tonight to cry unto the Lord. His ear is open to your cry, He will never repel you for your trouble. He will hearken to your cry in it. And he saved them out of their distresses; he brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and broke their bands in sunder. Let them give thanks unto Jehovah for his loving-kindness, and for his wondrous works to the children of men. 

    Every intelligent person here tonight will understand what has been said. I can hardly speak more plainly of the city of God, for the Lord has in mind His own assembly. It is the precious system of things in which He supports His people. The saints are in it. The Spirit of God is in it, and the saints are your best friends. Keep by them if you want these things. They are in the city of God. They are able to tell you how to get into it. Why not be with them? If you are not in fellowship, it is your portion, your right, your privilege, as we have been saying about the passage in the last chapter of the Bible: that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city. There is no other way. It is by the gates. The angels of God are there, the names of the twelve tribes of Israel are there. You are welcome there. Everything affords welcome to you there, and so the word is, Let them give thanks unto Jehovah for his loving-kindness, and for his wondrous works to the children of men. The city is available to you-that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city. What that means is fellowship at the present time. There will be no fellowship in heaven. 

    There will be no need for it. Fellowship contemplates a period of time in which there is opposition. We would urge any who are not in it to come in. 

    May the Lord help someone here tonight to enter. 
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    THE LIGHT IS SWEET (JT 27)

    Ecclesiastes 11:7 - 10; Ecclesiastes 12:1,2

    I desire to draw your attention to the subject of the light that has shone out through the preaching. 

    The preaching is the means God uses to spread the light. The gospel according to Mark is the gospel which gives light concerning the preaching, and it says at the end of that gospel that the Lord sat at the right hand of God. Having died for our sins and been raised by the power of God, He sat at the right hand of God Mark 16:19. It says that the disciples, going forth, preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs following upon it. The Lord worked with them by signs. The words of the preachers were therefore confirmed by the signs. So, in that gospel, it is said that the word was to be preached to all the creation: Go into all the world, and preach the glad tidings to all the creation Mark 16:15. Paul says that indeed the glad tidings have been proclaimed in the whole creation. The light, then, has shone very specially in Europe. By Paul the preaching has been fully known. As to the Lord Jesus it is said, Coming, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who were afar off, and the glad tidings of peace to those who were nigh Ephesians 2:17. 

    The light has been shed abroad  the light that God commanded and that shines in the face of Jesus Christ in heaven: it has shone in the hearts of men to give the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, and that light has shone so clearly that, if any one does not believe by that light, he is lost, the god of this world having blinded his eyes so that the light of the glory of the glad tidings should not shine for him. However, this light shines for all; but he whose heart is blinded by the god of this world does not benefit by that light. 

    The book, from which I have read a passage, was written by a preacher. It says that he was king in Jerusalem (Ecclesiastes 1:1); he therefore had the means and was in a position to be accessible to men. Occupying the position of a king, he had the right of way, as our Lord Jesus Christ has the right to enter in everywhere: being exalted to the right hand of God, He has a right to all parts of the earth. So he has allowed the light to spread everywhere by means of the preaching. Paul said, I, from Jerusalem, and in a circuit round to Illyricum, have fully preached the glad tidings of the Christ Romans 15:19. 

    That light spread in the east, and it shines today that all may get the benefit of it. The whole western region also profits by this light, commercially and socially. Men speak approvingly of the light of the gospel, without having appropriated it for their own salvation. It says in Ecclesiastes, The light is sweet, and pleasant is it to the eyes to see the sun. We all know how great is the difference between the countries where the light shines and the pagan countries; but it may be that we approve the light, and that we are living in this world as if the light did not exist. Thousands of men are enjoying the benefits of this light, but it has not affected them as before God, for the object of the light is to expose men in the presence of God. The light having shone into Pauls soul, he made the confession that he was the first of sinners and said, Faithful is the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first 1 Timothy 1:15. The light brought about repentance in his soul, and he obtained the pardon of his sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit; he was saved, as he had occasion to say, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house Acts 16:31. 

    Here, it is written, The light is sweet. A man may speak of the light with approval; but he may at the same time follow a path of sin and forget God, in this world. So, dear friends, we are recommended to remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. It is said to the young man that he may walk in the ways of his heart, and in the sight of his eyes, but he is to remember that for all these things God will bring him into judgment. 

    I had the intention to say a few words to the young who are here this afternoon. The preacher speaks of the vanity of childhood and youth. In childhood and youth we look towards the world and seek the things of the world. Death appears to us to be a very long way off, for we think we must become old to die; but there is a large proportion of men who die in youth. It is not necessary to become old to die; many die in youth, hence the word: Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, instead of putting off decision for Christ till the evil days. You must seize the present opportunity. Behold, now is the well-accepted time; behold, now the day of salvation 2 Corinthians 6:2. Nobody knows what tomorrow will bring forth; it might not be the acceptable time, the day of salvation. It speaks here of a time when the sun, and the light, and the moon, and the stars will be darkened. Think of what that will be, in a physical sense, when the sun, the moon and the stars will be darkened! But it will be the same in a moral sense, for this era of grace is drawing to its close. The sun will be darkened. That does not mean that the Lord Jesus will no longer shine. As before, He will always shine in heaven, but the beneficent rays of His grace, the beams which shine in His face, will be withdrawn from the earth. Then there will be no more preaching of the gospel. Think, dear friends, what such darkness will be! The moon typifies the assembly. It is the assembly that reflects the light that shines in the face of Jesus. The moon will be darkened, for the assembly will be withdrawn from this earth and transported to heaven. Do we really believe that the Lord Jesus will come to translate the assembly? He will come, and when the assembly has been translated the moon will be darkened. The moon is still shining, though obscured on account of failure, but the light that shines, shines in the assembly. It is shed upon you, young people, through your believing parents, through the brethren and all believers. But who knows if that will not have ceased before tomorrow? Not a single star will shine. The stars refer to Christians individually. In almost every part of the world there are isolated believers who themselves also shine, reflecting the light of the sun. 

    John was shining in Patmos, beloved. He was isolated, but he was shining. He reflected the light of Christ in heaven; and one day it was said to him, Come up here Revelation 4:1. A voice was addressed to this isolated Christian, and told him to come up to heaven: that will be the case with each isolated believer. We shall be all carried away to heaven, and the light which shines through us will cease. 

    Will you run the risk of being left in darkness? Not only will the luminaries be darkened, but there will be miracles, signs and lying wonders, because they have not received the love of the truth that they might be saved 2 Thessalonians 2:10. The truth is spread, but men do not receive it in love. They are going to believe a lie. That is very solemn! 

    I would like to say to each of the young ones here: Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before the evil days come. The true light now shines. What condemns men is that the light has come, and they have preferred darkness. Most of those here love the light. We say, The light is sweet, but by that light we are judged. We have confessed our sins; we have believed on Jesus; we have received forgiveness. Think of the blessedness of being forgiven by God! I am forgiven. I know it through the light. 

    We desire that you yourselves may enter into the light, while it shines, for the true light (1 John 2:8) shines now. 

    Preaching by J.T. at Beauvoisin, 9th May, 1926, afternoon. 
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    SPIRITUAL SPEAKING (CAC 32)

    1 Corinthians 2: 12, 13; Ecclesiastes 12: 9 - 11

    The present period is a dispensation of speaking. It is marked by the Father speaking, and the Son speaking, and the Holy Spirit speaking; and spiritual persons are speaking, too, as we have been reminded this evening from Malachi 3: 16. We have been reading lately of the treasures of the house of God, and we have had before us now how wisdom fills the treasuries of those who love her. 

    It is of deep interest to consider that divine treasures take intelligible form by being expressed in words. We are capable of receiving and communicating divine things by means of words, and our intelligent bond with one another is realised as we speak one to another. It may, of course, be truly said that the Lord and the Spirit are our bond, but there is no intelligent bond unless spiritual things are communicated in words. Peter said to the Lord, on behalf of the twelve, Thou hast words of life eternal (John 6: 68). Those words, those particular communications, were the link between the Lord and them. 

    The speaking of the apostle, as referred to in 1 Corinthians 2: 13, was in words ... taught by the Spirit, and his service was marked by communicating spiritual things by spiritual means. The words taught by the Spirit were inspired words, and we do not claim to use Spirit-taught words in that sense, but we should seek in our speaking to one another to use words that are rightly expressive of the mind of the Spirit. By such communications we can have intelligent links with each other, and come into contact with the work of God in each others souls. That can only be brought about by means of words being spoken and heard. 

    In connection with this subject it is well to observe the method of the Preacher in Ecclesiastes, for he was a model speaker. He was wise, and he pondered, and he sought to find out acceptable words. We are often too casual and haphazard in our speaking to one another. It would be well if our speaking were more the outcome of what we have pondered. It would thus take on more of the character of the words of the wise, of which we are told that they are as goads. Words which stimulate movement are truly valuable, and the collections of them are as nails fastened in: they are given from one shepherd. It should be our business to collect as many of the words of the wise as we can, not merely as having them in our notebooks, but as having them as nails fastened in. That is, they are driven right home, and have a fixed and permanent place in our souls. Let us consider whether our speaking is like this, whether it comes to others with stimulating power, and is so fastened in that it cannot be got out again. Nails truly fastened in remain permanently as part of our structure, if we may so speak. 

    In this way the work of the Lord would be promoted and developed amongst us. That work is largely accomplished by means of speaking. Our words are to be acceptable; they are not to be raw or immature. Our speaking to one another is important, for much depends upon it. Either it binds together, or it tends to disintegrate. Divine Persons have spoken so that we might take on the same character of speaking. It was so in the case of the apostles who learnt from Christ, who, indeed, uttered acceptable words, learning from His Father every morning how to succour by a word him that is weary. What a Model He is for us! In Luke 4 how carefully He found the words that were precisely suitable for the occasion! It is true that His words were rejected, and therefore we need not be surprised if our words are rejected; but let us see to it that they are always with grace, seasoned with salt (Colossians 4: 6). 

    There is a particular sense in which these meetings for ministry are a revival of spiritual speaking. If prophetic ministry had continued in the church it would have been a great check upon incoming evil. It would have been an effectual barrier to the setting up of the clerical principle. Probably the giving up of meetings such as are spoken of in 1 Corinthians 14 was one of the first proofs of assembly decline, and it opened the way for man to have a voice in the assembly rather than God. Now that they are revived again it is for us to continue in exercise that the speaking is really in the power of the Spirit of God. Goads are not spiritual commonplaces; they are words which make it necessary to move forward. And nails fastened in are words given from one shepherd; they come from the Lord, and remain fixed in the soul. 
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    ACCEPTABLE WORDS (CAC 34)

    1 Corinthians 2:12, 13; Ecclesiastes 12: 9 - 11

    The present period is a dispensation of speaking. It is marked by the Father speaking, and the Son speaking, and the Holy Spirit speaking; and spiritual persons are speaking, too, as we have been reminded this evening from Malachi 3:16. We have been reading lately of the treasures of the house of God, and we have had before us now how Wisdom fills the treasuries of those who love her. 

    It is of deep interest to consider that divine treasures take intelligible form by being expressed in words. We are capable of receiving and communicating divine things by means of words, and our intelligent bond with one another is realised as we speak one to another. It may, of course, be truly said that the Lord and the Spirit are our bond, but there is no intelligent bond unless spiritual things are communicated in words. Peter said to the Lord, on behalf of the twelve. Thou hast the words of eternal life. Those words, those particular communications, were the link between the Lord and them. 

    The speaking of the apostle, as referred to in 1 Corinthians 2:13, was in words ... taught by the Spirit, and his service was marked by communicating spiritual things by spiritual means. The words taught by the Spirit were inspired words, and we do not claim to use Spirit-taught words in that sense, but we should seek in our speaking to one another to use words that are rightly expressive of the mind of the Spirit. By such communications we can have intelligent links with each other, and come into contact with the work of God in each others souls. That can only be brought about by means of words being spoken and heard. 

    In connection with this subject it is well to observe the method of the Preacher in Ecclesiastes, for he was a model speaker. He was wise, and he pondered, and he sought to find out acceptable words. We are often too casual and haphazard in our speaking to one another. It would be well if our speaking were more the outcome of what we have pondered. It would thus take on more of the character of the words of the wise, of which we are told that they are as goads. Words which stimulate movement are truly valuable, and the collections of them are as nails fastened in: they are given from one shepherd. It should be our business to collect as many of the words of the wise as we can, not merely as having them in our note-books, but as having them as nails fastened in. That is, they are driven right home, and have a fixed and permanent place in our souls. Let us consider whether our speaking is like this, whether it comes to others with stimulating power, and is so fastened in that it cannot be got out again! Nails truly fastened in remain permanently as part of our structure, if we may so speak. 

    In this way the work of the Lord would be promoted and developed amongst us. That work is largely accomplished by means of speaking. Our words are to be acceptable; they are not to be raw or immature. Our speaking to one another is important, for much depends upon it. It either binds together, or it tends to disintegrate. Divine Persons have spoken so that we might take on the same character of speaking. It was so in the case of the apostles who learnt from Christ, who, indeed, uttered acceptable words, learning from His Father every morning how to succour by a word him that is weary. What a Model He is for us! In Luke 4 how carefully He found the words that were precisely suitable for the occasion! It is true that His words were rejected, and therefore we need not be surprised if our words are rejected; but let us see to it that they are always with grace, seasoned with salt. 

    There is a particular sense in which these meetings for ministry are a revival of spiritual speaking. If prophetic ministry had continued in the assembly it would have been a great check upon incoming evil. It would have been an effectual barrier to the setting up of the clerical principle. Probably the giving up of meetings such as are spoken of in 1 Corinthians 14 was one of the first proofs of assembly decline, and it opened the way for man to have a voice in the assembly rather than God. Now that they are revived again it is for us to continue in exercise that the speaking is really in the power of the Spirit of God. Goads 

    are not spiritual common-places; they are words which make it necessary to move forward. And nails fastened in are words given from one shepherd; they come from the Lord, and remain fixed in the soul. 
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    THE ASSEMBLY IN ITS VISIBLE CHARACTER (JT 12)

    Acts 18: 1 - 11; 1 Corinthians 1: 1; Song of Songs 8: 11, 12; Ecclesiastes 12: 9 - 11

    I, desire to say a word about the assembly as it appears publicly. The expression the invisible church has become current; it may be taken in various ways; but I had in mind to speak about the visible assembly, that which was once visible, and how it is organised in order that its visibility should be apparent here. I hope with the Lords help that I may be able to show something of this feature of the assembly, because, as with other features of the truth, so with the assembly, we have to go back to the beginning in order to see it. We are entitled to look on to the end; indeed, nothing but encouragement can fill our hearts as we do so, because the assembly is seen prophetically in the book of Revelation coming down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God, untrammelled by any human features; not indeed an invisible assembly but a visible one, and one that the Lord can not only identify Himself with in the way of administration, but in the marital relation, so that she is in every way suited to Him; as it says in Ephesians, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing. It is a most glorious prospect that we cannot dwell upon too much; indeed, it is intimated in the expression, the latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former. The former glory was that which was seen in its administration in an adverse scene; but when she comes out of heaven, she comes into a scene which is not adverse, but which is wholly congenial, whereas the former position of the assembly involves adverse circumstances. She was to maintain that which was due to the Lord here in this world; according to Proverbs, she was to be the virtuous woman. The word virtue would have no force were it not that there is that around which is corrupting. Being virtuous, she is seen as withstanding all that is corruptive, and withal maintaining the order that is becoming to the house. She looketh well to the ways of her household. So that in order to get the light that governs our present position, we have to see the assembly as it was in the beginning; that is the test. 

    Now I apprehend it was under Pauls ministry that the assembly came out in the way I have been referring to here. She was composed, as an antitype of the tabernacle, of material that was like Christ; and in reading the passage from Canticles I wanted to bring in how at the outset the Lord asserted His claim over that material. If He asserted it then, He asserts it today. The boards of the tabernacle were to stand up in sockets of silver, denoting the redemption work of Christ, and involving therefore His redemption rights, for His redemption work involves His redemption rights. So that in Song of Songs 8: 11 there is undoubtedly a typical allusion to Christs rights over those who form the assembly. Solomon had a vineyard at Baalhamon, which signifies that he is master of a multitude. He is a master of every one of the redeemed; in fact, He has redemption right over every one, over the whole creation. Paul says, For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. He has redemption rights over all, so that it is a question with us whether we have admitted those rights. He is master of a multitude. Now in being master of a multitude, He has in mind being master of assemblies. The expression occurs in Ecclesiastes 12: 12; it is an expression that applies to Christ. He is a master of assemblies as well as being master of a multitude. I need not say that the former is more what is suited to His heart than the latter. The thought of a multitude is not a divine thought; the multitude must be set in order; it must be regulated, brought into such form as is controllable. You have it illustrated in the gospels the multitude was to sit down in fifties and hundreds according to the Lords directions. 

    Now in speaking of Ecclesiastes I wanted to enlarge on the word Preacher. The word has good authority for it, signifying not only one who preaches, but one who forms assemblies; he not only announces the gospel of the mind of God, but has in view the formation of companies or assemblies. Now I am sure you will not fail to be interested in seeing this as applying to the Lord. It is well to have Him before us in the varied ways in which He carries on the work of the word of God at the present time. Presently He will take up administration of another kind, and rule the nations. There can be no doubt that master of a multitude refers to His mastery of the nations. He is not only King of the Jews, but King of kings and Lord of lords. He has supreme rights everywhere; He will take them up and carry them out, so that the house of Jacob is brought in and set up. God never gives up any thought that He has given expression to. He had a garden at the beginning, and He will have a garden at the end on this earth; Christ will present that garden in suitability to God. There shall be no enemy in it; those who exalt themselves, who walk in the garden of God in the pride of their heart, all such will be removed from it, and the will of God will prevail. It is a most encouraging thought in regard to this earth. The law will be in mens hearts and in mens minds. What a wonderful thing it will be when mens thoughts and affections are regulated by the law of God. Christ can do all that; He can bring it about The knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. How perfect is the result of Christs work. 

    Now I come to the passage I read in Acts. The Lord is the Master of multitudes, and in sending Paul to Corinth He had this in mind, that the multitude should be instructed. Paul came to Corinth and began in a very simple and humble way; he allied himself with Aquila and Priscilla, who were of the same craft, tent-makers. It is a very suggestive word, for in truth his mission was that of spiritual tent-making; there was that to be reared up which should correspond with the tabernacle in the wilderness, and you can understand what a service the apostle had at Corinth. Their ordinary craft suggested their spiritual craft. He was a craftsman of a spiritual kind, wiser than those employed by Moses, taking account of the state of Corinth, its prestige in the world, what it stood for in the world of arts and sciences; he came there as a wise architect. You do not look for much architecture in a tent; it is not intended to display the arts and sciences. The tabernacle in the wilderness suggested nothing of that kind. There was that inside which was exceedingly precious typically, yet outside all was humble and insignificant. So, dear brethren, that is the mark of the assembly period; outwardly, smallness and insignificance; inwardly and on the principle of faith, all the display and the architecture and the grandeur that any heart could desire. The sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us. The apostle was here a tent maker, and in regard to the attitude of the world towards him, he was the filth and offscouring of all things; thus he came to Corinth. The Spirit does not tell us how many tents he made, whether he was a master or a journeyman tent-maker. He allied himself with Aquila and Priscilla; he did not join a trade union, if there was such, but it is significant that he allied himself with these two. His trade alliance was confined to two Christians, Aquila and Priscilla. It was a very happy companionship. Priscilla was a sister of no mean qualities; sometimes she is mentioned before her husband, indicating her spirituality, so that one can understand that the apostle had most congenial companionship with those two believers. They had come from the west, because Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome; they were distinguished as Jews, and were not yet identified with the new position. 

    The apostle is occupied with the work of God. He reasoned with the Jews; they refused to listen. They had their opportunity. The Lord had His rights in regard to them; He had died for them, and now Paul goes into the house of Justus, who worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue. It says further that Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house and that many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptised. Not only individuals, believed but the heads of households. The Lord was Master of the multitude at Corinth, and the multitudes believed. I do not know anything more encouraging than that the Lord is acquainted with all the circumstances of the service. The Lord knoweth them that are his. He appears to Paul in a vision by night, and says, I have much people in this city. He says nothing yet about the assembly, but He says much people. He says, No man shall set on thee to hurt thee. Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace. The Preacher says there is a time to be silent and a time to speak, and the time for speaking had arrived. Paul was to speak, and he did speak. In the opening of his first letter he says, I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. That was his deliberate determination in reaching this multitude at Corinth. They belonged to Christ: I have much people. 

    It is not sufficient that the Lord knows the heart, but He must have it, and He must have the company formed of such material as is suitable for the tabernacle. The will of God must prevail. I delight in the law of God after the inward man. Do you? If you do, you are suitable; that is the principle of it; one that is entirely subservient to the will of God, and not only subservient, but delights in it. So that apostle says, Present your bodies ... which is your reasonable service. Paul continued at Corinth a year and a half, teaching the word of God among them. If we are to be brought into the assembly, into the principle of assemblies; that is, if we are to answer to God locally in regard of the assembly, we must be taught the word of God. What is the word of God? It is in the line of His will, of His counsel, but particularly of His mind and of His will. Not only must I listen to it, but I have to be taught. 

    Now the result was that the assembly was brought together, and the apostle leaves them. Solomon had a vineyard at Baalhamon; he let out the vineyard unto keepers. There it is given into hands that are responsible for the fruit. What kind of fruit did they bring forth at Corinth? Very poor fruit. The first letter discloses the kind of fruit that the Lord received at Corinth. I do not say there was no fruit; there was fruit; some of the worthy men and women are mentioned. My vineyard, which is mine, is before me. Where am I in regard of the obligation resting upon me? The Lord enlightens me and furnishes me and leaves me in responsibility. How is it, dear brethren, in regard of the responsibility that rests upon you and me consequent upon the light that has come to our souls from Christ, all that is bound up with the assembly? Is there a yield for Christ? Solomon must have a thousand. Christ is entitled to it, and there shall be a reckoning with every one of us. What does it yield for Him, all that is expended on your soul? Is He not looking for a yield? There is to be a yield, a result. Corinth produced a very poor one, but not altogether bad, thank God. Through the diligence of this workman whom we may call an under-master of assemblies, those that have been formed under his ministry have come at last under the will of God. If any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, nor the assemblies of God. He was diligent, and so a state of things was brought about that answered to Christ; 2 Corinthians 10: 5, 6, when your obedience is fulfilled. 

    The former of assemblies would be concerned about the right form of words, that the truth of God might be presented in a right form. It is not becoming that the things of God should be expressed in a loose or profane form, so the preacher was wise; he looked at things from that angle. One would be concerned about it; the enemy is guileful and the man of God must be thoroughly furnished; he must be fully prepared. So it says the preacher was wise, so he still taught the people knowledge. He kept on teaching; it was necessary. The teaching must go on; we have to be brought over the same ground again and again, and the wise teacher does that. Paul remained eighteen months to teach the people; they needed to be taught, and he did not stop there, but taught them in two long letters. In the first letter he tells them the kind of words he employed; he did not attempt anything like oratory at all. His letters are weighty, they said, but his bodily presence weak and contemptible. But they were converted all the same. It was a question of the result. If they talked about his apostleship, he says, You are a proof of it. He says, I do not want your faith to stand in the wisdom of men. He was a former of assemblies; he preached in such a way that laid a right foundation in the souls of his hearers. The preacher set in order many proverbs. There are said to be three thousand of them; perhaps not more than a tenth of them is recorded, but he spake three thousand, and they were all available to his people. He served his own generation in that way among others, when he sought out and set in order many proverbs. The nation had a spiritual vocabulary, and I think that is a very good thing. The Lord Jesus spoke from heaven to Paul in the language that is called Hebrew. There is a meaning in that: it was suited to his past; he should have His thoughts in that language out of heaven. The Spirit employs language to suit us, but selects His own words, and sets them in order. He speaks every language under heaven, but He selects His own words; hence the preacher set out many proverbs as the heritage of the people of God. 

    Have we not these, dear brethren? We have, and one would be very exercised not to take from them. The preacher sought to find out acceptable words. You would wonder how he found time for it, to find out such words as should be suited for divine things. That which was written was upright, even words of truth. He had wrought to find them out, set them in order, and now he says what is written down is upright, words of truth. Thank God for that. Nothing can equal the beauty of the Scriptures; they nourish the soul and regulate the mind. The words of the wise are as goads. I am not the only one (he says), there are others, and their words not only please the mind; they convict the conscience. They are not smooth words that never touch the conscience. Where the Holy Spirit has His place, as He has in measure, thank God, there is a form of words that affects the conscience, and as nails fastened. They are words that are unalterable: you can rest in them; you can hang your thoughts on them; they convey the mind of God unalterably. 

    It is an honourable attribute that certain proverbs of Solomon were searched out in Hezekiahs day; there were men who sought out these things and put them together. They are given from one shepherd. There are those to whom the word of God came, but remember that all has come from one Shepherd. It was the Shepherds heart that had devised them, in order that the saints might be held together in the unity of the Spirit. Woe be to him who would have it otherwise, who has not a shepherds heart. The one Shepherd has the one flock before Him. 

    I wanted to show how things were set up, how the Lord brought about an assembly by these methods that I have been setting before you, so that a company of men and women were set together in Corinth with the mind of God, set up like the tabernacle of old, the boards standing upright in the sockets of silver, bound together by bars. The two corner boards, where a break would be apt to occur, were coupled at the bottom and at the top, to one ring, so that they stand. That is what the Lord brought about. There was at the outset a full expression of the work of the Lord as the great master of assemblies. 
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    A NAIL IN A SURE PLACE (JT 23)

    2 Corinthians 1:19,20; 1 Chronicles 22:3; 2 Chronicles 3:9; Isaiah 22:23,24; Ecclesiastes 12:11

    You will observe in these passages in the Old Testament the occurrence of the word nail, or nails and, no doubt, you will assume I have in mind to connect the thought expressed in them with the passage in the letter to the Corinthians, which I read, because I would seek to show how the things of God are secured and held together divinely. 

    I wish to say at the outset that the idea of the nails enters into the truth of resurrection. There can be no holding things, save on that principle, and so I read from the second epistle to the Corinthians because the apostle speaks there of having preached among the Corinthians the Son of God. There had been, indeed, a threefold presentation of the Son of God to the Corinthians by Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus, suggesting to us that the apostle and the other preachers were concerned that the truth of the Son of God should be firmly in their souls, and Pauls preaching of the Son of God was on the principle, as we read in Romans 1:4, that He had been marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead as it should read. Not simply His own resurrection. The declaration began to take form in His ministry in the raising of the widows son at the gate of Nain, in Luke, and in the raising of Lazarus, in John. In these instances we have witnesses of His power as the Son of God. But then He invaded death Himself. We see in His emotions, His groan, at the grave of Lazarus, His deep resentment of death in its sway over the people of God, and so, in order to follow up that deep groan, and those tears at Bethany, He invaded death, and, as we read, annulled it. He came out of it. He came out of it in such triumph that He has led captivity captive (Ephesians 4:8). He holds in His hand that power now. He has wrested it from Satan, who had it, and He holds it in His hand. So, if any one of the family of God die now, as we speak, he is put to sleep through Jesus, so that the people of God, knowing the Son of God by the preaching to which Paul refers, are no longer in dread of death, or in dread of him who had the power of it. The Lord Jesus, having come out of death, is in supreme control of the forces of evil. He presents Himself to us, indeed, as he that has the key of David (Revelation 3:7) and again as he who has the keys of death and of hades (Revelation 1:18). 

    And so you have at the outset in these passages the suggestion of a nail; that is, One great enough to sustain in His own Person every divine weight. In the Old Testament you have the thought in the book of Zechariah that from God comes the nail; (Zechariah 10:4). The corner-stone, and the nail, and the battle-axe, and the ruler, all proceed from God. But I will confine myself to the nail, so that we may see how divine purposes, and divine thoughts and principles, are all gathered up and secured in Christ risen from the dead. It is impossible that one of them can slip. Not an iota, as He says, of the law can pass away unfulfilled. Not a counsel of God can remain unfulfilled. Not a promise of God can remain unfulfilled. Whatever promises there have been in him are yea, and in him Amen, as we read in 2 Corinthians 1:20. And then, beloved friends, not only these abstract things, but all the persons that have been in divine counsel are hung on Christ, so to say. He is great enough to sustain every one of us. A]l vessels, great and small, as we read in Isaiah 22, are hanging on this great Person, whom God has fastened as a nail in a sure place (Isaiah 22:25). All the glory of His Fathers house, whatever thought came out in David, whatever came out in Jacob, Isaac or Abraham, 

    is secured infallibly in that Person. And then, as I said, every vessel is hanging on this great Person. And we are all vessels. The youngest believer here is a vessel  as we read in Romans, a vessel of mercy (Romans 9:23). Every one of us, whether great or small, old or young, is a vessel of mercy fitted for glory. Think of that! Think of the fact that God has taken us up in mercy  according to his mercy he saved us (Titus 3:5). And He has fitted us for glory. Each one of us will shine in that day, when God displays His vessels. There will be none to dishonour. They will be all pure gold. The dross having been removed, there are vessels for the refiner, so that every one of us will be there as the fruit of the sovereign mercy of God, fitted, as it says, for glory. We shall not be in the least degree out of place, nor shall we feel ourselves out of place. We shall shine as fitted for glory. 

    And so that great vessel, the aggregate of us all, the Holy City, New Jerusalem, comes down from God out of heaven, having His glory. Great as she is, corresponding in every way with divine requirements, even she hangs on Christ. We would not have it otherwise. He who upholds all things by the word of His power, upholds us, and He upholds us in the aggregate. Every vessel is hung on Christ, as it says in this passage in Isaiah. So we see, dear brethren, what a wonderful Nail Christ is. What a Nail from God! In due time the Son became a Nail. One appears who is capable of taking up all these things and bringing in the yea of God, and the Amen of God, in regard to every one of them. 

    I wanted to show how God intends that there should be correspondence with this great Nail in every one of us. One of the greatest things in the Scriptures is the principle of correspondence with Christ. But before that principle is taken up, we are impressed with His personal ability to hold everything. 

    I speak in considerable measure for the young, because, unless young people get this thought into their souls, they will not be equal to the process of which I intend to speak. You understand from the very outset (indeed, the gospel presents it to us), that God has got this great Nail in view, and that, in virtue of His power, every divine thought and every person purposed for blessing is sustained by Him. Every thought of God, as I said, and every person in the purpose of divine love, hangs on Christ. So that we start with the assurance in our souls of the security of everything as hung on this great divine Nail, which is in a sure place. 

    The world has its nails. I speak of them just for a moment, for the principle of a nail appears, according to Scripture, in the world. This principle of binding things so that they should be held securely is in the world. But what can be held securely when the nail is not in a sure place? However great a man may be  and the world accords its honours according to mans estimate  if he be a man who can conquer and bind together countries into an empire, and hold them, yet if he is not in a sure place, what of it? Take any of them  they seem marvellous as they stalk about the earth, but presently they are gone. Death overwhelms every one of them, and their great structures necessarily come down, for the obvious reason that they are not in a sure place. How can any mortal man be sure? Uncertainty marks man from the very outset, to say the least, and so every great structure that has been reared up by man has come down. He himself comes down. In our own times we have seen empires come down. You see there is nothing sure, whereas the Nail in the sure place, that is, Christ the Son of God, declared to be such by resurrection, is beyond the power of any disintegrating thing, of any corrupting thing, of any thing that causes decay or weakness, and, 

    hence, the immense importance of having the light of the Son of God in our souls. Pilate says to the Jews, Go your way, make it as sure as ye can (Matthew 27:65). So they made the sepulchre as sure as they could. They sealed the stone, but next morning the stone was rolled away, and the sepulchre was empty. Such is the irony of God when man pretends to secure things. They had to make it good by a lie. The world seeks to hide its shame and weakness by falsehood. The guards were corrupted. They were bribed to tell a lie, and the lie became circulated among the Jews that the disciples stole the Lord away, and it became current, so that the world, in its effort at securing things, has had to have recourse to falsehood to save its respectability. But what a sham! Think of an effort to set aside this momentous fact  the resurrection of the Son of God! Think of the endeavour to set that aside by a lie! It cannot be set aside. It stands out. It is preached among the Gentiles, and it stands in the souls of thousands of people. Every thought of God is secured in that Nail in the sure place  Christ risen from among the dead. 

    I wanted to show the principle of correspondence with this Nail, because the divine thought is, as we see in the tabernacle and in the temple, and, indeed, in the physical creation, that things are to be held together. It is marvellous how the physical system is held. We know little or nothing of it. The cleverest scientists know little or nothing of it. I am not pretentious in saying that. I know it is so, that the physical system, which we call the universe, and what in Scripture is designated as the worlds, was framed by the word of God. No one understands it, except those who have faith. By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by the word of God (Hebrews 11:3). There they stand; these bodies move with precision, perfectly held together, having come from the divine hand. And so, in connection with the tabernacle, which, indeed, is a figure of the universe  there was one tabernacle, for God is one, and He works on that principle, and His thought is to work out in His people that principle, and if I am to be in that, obviously I must be subject. He spoke, it says, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast (Psalm 33:9). I suppose the speaking conveys the wisdom in which everything was made, and the commanding is the authority of God, in which everything is held. So that, if I am to be in this great system which is in mind, this great moral system, obviously I must be governed by those two things  the word and the commandment. If I am not subject, I shall miss the word, for the word is the unfolding of the mind of God. The commandment is the authority, and we are all obligated to submit to the authority of God. There can be no working out of the thoughts of God, save as we are subject to the authority of God. And so our Lord Jesus Christ is the great Pattern in this respect. He had the law in His heart. The law represents the authority of God, and He had it in His heart. He delighted to do the will of God, and, in doing the will of God, He unfolded to us the mind of God. He spoke. So, as I said, God intends to bring every one of us into accord with Christ. I confine myself to the thought of the nail, because my purpose is that we may seek to hold things together according to God. Every one of us has a function in that respect. Every wise woman buildeth her house, but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands (Proverbs 14:1). We are either building or we are plucking down  Every wise woman buildeth her house. So the great thing is to be in accord with wisdom. Wisdom has come out in Christ, and we are to be the children of wisdom, and in regard to holding things together I want just to show how God works to bring us into accord with Christ as the Nail. 

    As to the passage in 1 Chronicles, by comparing it with 2 Chronicles 3:1, what you will see is that David had the site of the house shown him. David bought the place. He bought land, not only large enough for the site of the temple, but he bought the place. He secured plenty of room for the work, and, having the site shown him, he says, This is the house of the Lord, this is where the house of the Lord is to be. And so he provides iron in abundance for the nails. He did not make the nails; it was for Solomon to do that. David represents the kingdom. The kingdom is contributory to the house. The raw material comes in through the kingdom, and in the kingdom the processes proceed which prepare us for the house. I only wish to draw attention to Davids great thought here. He prepared iron in abundance for the nails  nails for the doors and the gate, and nails for the joinings. 

    You see how the Spirit of God suggests things to us. In that which God is building, as it is here in testimony at the present time, doors and gates are most important, and these should be firmly bound and held. Not on human principles, but on divine principles. So that, in admitting persons, we understand that the end of all flesh has come before God, and we do not respect persons in admitting believers to the house of God. They are confronted with what is stable, and, as one is admitted, there is discrimination, for we are not to admit anything inconsistent with the house. 1 Chronicles 21 shows what it cost to acquire this site. The sword of Jehovah was sheathed there. It can only be sheathed through a sacrifice, and that sacrifice was Christ. There can be nothing in the house inconsistent with the death of Christ, and so, on entering, there was in evidence the stability of things as set up in Christ in resurrection. 

    I believe every young person should be impressed with the stability of things. The house of God is not common, it is dignified. If you come into it, you are coming into a place of privilege  a place of dignity, where power is, and where love is; but the doors of the gates were well supplied with nails. 

    And then the joists. I suppose they were the things by which the whole house was held together, and made one. These also were supplied, so that, as one enters the house, one is impressed with the stability of everything  that we are not holding things on human principles, or on partisan lines, or on lines of personal preference. We are in the house on the ground of the death and resurrection of Christ. Worldly principles are out of place, and everything impresses you with the idea of security. And how can there be security except on the ground of resurrection, whence man, after the flesh, is repudiated altogether? The Corinthians were not recognising these doors and these joists in admitting foreign elements  elements of evil and disintegration, which they were doing. And so the apostle brings in this great Nail. He says, My preaching was of the Son of God. They were not in accord with that preaching; they were recognising men they were acting by men. There were parties, and preferences, and these things showed that leaven was working. 

    In the second book of Chronicles we come to Solomon. The first book is David. He made provision for the house; not only the provision, not only the site of the house  the provision for it in the raw  but the pattern of the house. David had everything by the Spirit, he says, and he gave to Solomon the pattern of the house, of the porch, of the treasuries, of the upper chambers, of the inner chambers, and of the place of the mercy-seat. He gave him the pattern, and so, in preparing the inner house, the house of the mercy-seat (what was called the Holy of Holies), gold is in great evidence. 

    But I want to speak about the nails only. It says, 

    The weight of the nails was fifty shekels of gold. Now, in iron, you have strength. David prepared iron in abundance for the nails, and what is more needed, beloved brethren, than strength in seeking to maintain the house of God  its principles  in an adverse world? David knew that the power of evil had to be contended with, and he prepared iron in abundance, so that the doors and the gates and the joists should be firmly held, and that they should stand. The people of God should stand against the admission of evil principles. How one could enlarge on this, even in occurrences of our own times, but the time does not admit of it. I want to come to the gold. Solomon is in control of abundance of gold, so that even the nails are of gold. How one would covet being one of those nails! It is quite obvious that we have not here exactly a type of Christ, but, rather, a type of the saints. It is not only now a question of strength (which is of immense importance, surely), but of the intrinsic value of each saint as under the eye of God holding the truth in love, as we had this afternoon. That, I apprehend, is the gold. It is the product of heaven. It is of God. Love is of God. Gold, I apprehend, suggests what is of God. We have known love, beloved friends, because he laid down his life for us (1 John 3:16). It is as if the thing were not really known until Christ died. That precious metal has come out and shone in the death of Christ, and hence the formation of the saints in love. We are taught of God to love one another. How delightful under the eye of God, as His people are seen, not only loving one another, but holding the truth in love! We may love at the expense of truth, but, as born of God, we hold the truth in love. 

    That, I apprehend, refers to the nails of gold; God would bring us into correspondence with Christ in that way. The love of God is set out in Christ, 

    in that He laid down His life for us, and hence the pattern, so that every saint is conformed to Christ. Another thing about divine love is that it goes beyond what is local. Indeed, the house is a pattern, not of what is local, but of what is general. The house of God is never connected with the local assembly. It is a general thought, and if I am to be in it as a nail, my outlook must be universal; so that, in all lowliness, and meekness, and long-suffering, I endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. There, I think, you have the nail of gold. The unity of the Spirit is not a local idea, it is a general idea. There is one body and one Spirit, and maintaining the unity of the Spirit is a nail of gold; it is holding things for God. It is in the Spirit that things are held according to God, and so you find the advanced Christians that are contemplated in Colossians and Ephesians, are said to love all saints. The Colossians had loved in the Spirit. The only mention of the word Spirit in Colossians is just there; Colossians 1:8. To love in the Spirit is to love like God. You are wholly outside the range of national or local feeling, or personal preference. You love all the saints. You love those begotten of God because you love God, and it is in this way, as I understand it, that the nails of gold are holding things for God at the present time. How great a thing to be formed out of gold! Formed of divine love  forged, as I may say, in the death of Christ, for these nails issue forth in that way, and thus we hold things for God. We are as concerned about the interests of Christ in Europe as we are about them in Australasia. We love all the saints, because we know that all are essential to what God is doing. 

    There is just the one thought more, and that is the nail of Ecclesiastes. It says, The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd, Ecclesiastes 12:11. Now we are not dealing with persons, but with words, and I need not enlarge on this, because it is obvious to all how words as received universally, words coming from the wise, principles set out in right words, bind the saints together, and hence we hold the truth, as it is said, until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at the full-grown man (Ephesians 4:13). 

    There are a variety of gifts, according to the chapter in Ephesians (chapter 4). They are all given of one Shepherd, and they have all got their words of wisdom. The Lord knows those to whom He gives gifts. The vessels are prepared. There is but one Shepherd, and He thinks of the sheep, and He has ascended on high, having led captivity captive. He gives gifts. He gives some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers ... with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ; until we all arrive at the unity of the faith (Ephesians 4:11 - 13). That is, we have the unity of the Spirit, and we also have the unity of the faith, because the words of the wise do not conflict. They are all from one Shepherd. They are all wise. They all have words of wisdom, and, taken together, they present the truth, and so the unity of the faith. We have the whole truth. Let us see to that, for the unity of the faith involves agreement in regard to the truth. It was never the Lords intent that His people should agree to differ. It is a false principle. It is not according to God. It is a human principle. The principle of God is agreement in the Spirit, and the unity of the faith, for there is only one faith  as it says, One Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all (Ephesians 4:5). There are not two faiths, and so God intends, by the words of the wise, to hold His people in the truth. We love the persons, but we love the truth, and we hold the truth in relation to the persons. So that, as it says, they are nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one Shepherd. The masters of assemblies, I suppose, are those who form local companies, who would be responsible for them. Indeed, the word preacher in this book is a former of assemblies, for every preacher has in view that assemblies should be formed. His work is not finished until assemblies are formed, but, when formed, assemblies have to be guided and controlled by wise principles, and hence the words of the wise are as goads. I believe the goad touches the conscience, which is a most important service, for if our consciences are not touched by the words, they do not become nails  they are not fixed in our souls. As the Lord says to Saul. It is hard for thee to kick against goads (Acts 26:14). Our consciences must come into action. Sauls conscience was evidently aroused, but he was kicking. How often it is that, as the word comes to our consciences, we resist it. If we refuse it, it does not become a nail; we cannot hang our thoughts on it, and rest in it. Thus the saints are held together by right words and principles. 

    And so, dear brethren, the ministry that the Lord gives is so important. Not that we are to swallow it without chewing the cud; we are to be like the Bereans, who searched the scriptures diligently to see whether these things are so, and if they are so, hold them as nails. You can hang your thoughts and affections on them, and rest securely in them; so that you know where you are. You are no longer a babe tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine; you are a man, and able to hold the truth in love. 
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    REMEMBER THY CREATOR (JT 93)

    Ecclesiastes 12:1 - 7

    I have in mind to speak to young ones here, and I have read this part of the last chapter of Ecclesiastes in view of this. It addresses young people, but the contents are almost entirely about old people. I know young people are not particularly concerned or interested in old people. It is usual that they should seek to get out of the way of old people and get with their own kind, as they think, persons of their own age. They do not help each other morally. They had better stay with the old as much as possible. I say this particularly to young Christians, and there are many here. Your safety largely lies in keeping with the old, but, as I said, the chapter is addressed to young people, and they are asked to remember their Creator. The word Creator is in the plural in the passage, as if God would stress His Creatorship, so as to warn the young ones here  Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, and then it proceeds to speak of things before they happen, meaning before you become old, because the things mentioned are the things that belong to old people, and it is because most of us, if we remain here, shall become old. Every minute increases your age, and correspondingly increases your responsibility to your Creator. So that, to be as brief as possible, and yet not to omit anything that may be helpful, we have before the evil days come, and the years draw nigh, of which thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them. That is to say, you are reminded of something that you do not yet experience  the evil days and the years in which you have no pleasure. Of course, you say, in my young days I have pleasure, and if I have not I hope to have, and the world is bent on you having pleasure. 

    I am not speaking of that kind of pleasure. That kind is the pleasures of sin for a season and that is the time of it, but later, thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them. You are not saying that yet, and that is why it is put down here thus. Others are saying it. Perhaps in this room there are some who are saying, I have little or no pleasure in my life; I am full of aches, and I ask you, how old are you? Well, I remember asking an aboriginal in Australia the question, as he came down from the wilds, how old he was, and he said, Many. He meant that. He perhaps did not have language to say more, and so if I were to ask some people here, How old are you? they would answer, Many. Well, they have the experiences contemplated here. That is, the evil days have come, and the years have drawn nigh or have come when they say, I have no pleasure in them. And, of course, we look with a measure of compassion on our old people. I am speaking somewhat of what I know. I am not so young. I am older than most here. Many, as I have said, more than most here; but many are here that we would look on with compassion and our compassion is drawn out because they are old, decrepit, with, it may be, poor hearing, poor sight, poor taste, poor digestion, and many other such things, and I am speaking to you young people, because age is creeping on, too, in your case. You have not felt it yet, but it is coming. Presently it will be on you, and that is the point of the exhortation here, Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before these things come upon you, before the evil days come. And then the writer who, I would say, is Solomon (thank God for Solomon), is called the Preacher and, of course, I am endeavouring to preach, following his way. Hence what I am reading is his word as the Preacher: Solomon was a preacher. Nebuchadnezzar was a preacher, and Solomon was; not that he had much age. I should say he did not exceed sixty. He hardly came up to these years that he speaks of here. David did. He said, I have been young, and now am old, Psalm 37: 25. He could speak with experience; I am not saying that Solomon could not, for he may have grown old in youth. He had a strenuous life. You marvel at what he did, but then I am not stopping to speak much of Solomon in that sense. I am endeavouring to speak of what he said now as the Preacher. And he was a former of assemblies. In other words, anyone who preaches the gospel should have in mind to form the assembly, or if he does not form an assembly, certainly to add to the assembly. If he has a convert, that is what he has accomplished. The Lord says, On this rock I will build my assembly, and every preacher who adds one stone, adds a convert, is helping on the building. And Solomon was a builder, and the word implies that he was a former of assemblies, and I would not think of being here tonight save with a view either to help on souls in a knowledge of the assembly, or to convert one with a view to his being a member of the assembly. 

    Well now, the subject matter here, as I said, is to youth, but it is of old persons, so that these things have not yet come on you, or are supposed not to have come, for you young people really are understood by the old  a little understood by myself. I have sought at times to find out what all these things mean, and here we have, before the sun, and the light, and the moon, and the stars, be darkened, and the clouds return after the rain. You young people do not know anything about these things experimentally. You may know them objectively by hearing of them, but the time of the darkening for you of the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, has not come. It belongs to old people. The allusion is to what they experience. And then further, in the day when the keepers of the house tremble. You have not begun to tremble yet. You have not begun to tremble by the fear of death. If it does come you put it off. You say, Forget that. You do not want people to talk to you about death or about sickness or about sorrow. You want the world. You want pleasure and the preacher here is telling you to Remember thy Creator before these things happen to you. They have happened to millions before you. They have not happened to you, and hence the word to you is to remember your Creator now, and the word Creator is in the plural as I said, in order to stress the idea of Gods rights over you as your Creator. Remember thy Creator. That is what we get here. It is not the Creator. People do not often refer to the Creator in that sense, but He is thy Creator. And then it is, let that memory be with you, remembrance of God as your Creator from the time you began to think. He has a right to you from the time you began to think and read and so forth. He has a right to you, and He would assert that right to you; and the devil would darken it, blot it out of your speakings and your readings and your writings, and your conversations. The devil would blot out the idea of the Creator, but the Spirit of God is bent on keeping (the word being in the plural here) that idea constantly in your mind. Presently you will begin to fear Him. Presently you will know more about Him than you do now. Presently you will understand that the Creator of the universe is Jesus, but then I am not speaking of that here because it is God that is alluded to here. The word God in the first chapter of Genesis is in mind. That also is a plural word, for God would impress upon us His rights, and the use of the plural of Himself has in mind that He should be in your mind day and night, at all times in the days of your youth. God is seeking you now, and therefore these things are mentioned before they come. He is telling you they will come. To millions they have come. Millions have gone into the grave  some of them into everlasting loss  the Lord Jesus says, into everlasting punishment. Do not put that away from you  everlasting punishment. He has got a right to punish everlastingly when you die. These shall go away, the Lord Jesus says, into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal, Matthew 25: 46. Let that come into your soul. There are two roads  one leading to everlasting punishment and the other to life eternal. Let that come into your soul. You begin to love it, presently to glory in it, that you are secured eternally and that that is by God. He has found a way into everlasting life. He has ordained it, and He has found a way into it. And so He is warning you here that you may not miss it, that you may not be, as you grow old, in these experiences that are described, and you will grow old, and you will experience these things. He is warning you now while you are young, as you are sitting in those seats. It is for you, before these things come, and I go on to mention them. 

    I have already mentioned while the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: in the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble. You say, whatever does that mean, the keepers of the house? Well, the house is you when you grow old. It is an old person, a very old person, that is in mind. The house is not brick or mortar, or wood, or stone, it is yourself. It is flesh and blood. It is you, and you are the keeper, and do you try to keep it? When you were young, you dressed it as well as you could, painted it, may be. Shame on anybody who does, endeavouring to improve the Creators skill of beautification. By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens, we are told; Job 26: 13. He beautified the heavens, and why should you endeavour to beautify yourself apart from the beauty which God has put upon you? It is a common thing now, but it is of the devil. The devil has his paint. Choose your paint, his emissaries would say, and make yourself attractive to the world. But what is in mind here is in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows are darkened. Now that is a description of a human being, not a young person. No young person has such a description as this. In the day when the keepers of the house tremble. You are not trembling yet. You are vigorous. You play cricket well, and all the other things that young people do, you do well, or try to. It is an old person that is described, and it is described to tell you that you are getting on there. Although you think you are young and, of course, you are, and you do your best to figure in the community as a skilled person, but here, the keepers of the house tremble. Some day your cricket may mean your death, or your swimming, or many things that I could mention may bring your death, and then you tremble  not while you are cricketing, or playing ball, or shooting. You are not then afraid as the keeper of the house. You say, I am in good condition. My doctor says I am tip-top. You think you are, but one day you begin to tremble. You will begin to groan because of the pains of old age. Do not forget that. They are coming rapidly. Every minute is bringing them forward in your case and presently you begin to shake and fear and so you begin to count your years. You pass sixty, you pass, maybe, sixty-five; and people hear about it. You pass seventy, and Moses would tell you, if he were here, but he tells you in the unfailing writing, Psalm 90, the days of our years are threescore years and ten (verse 10). You may as well begin to fear, to tremble, you can tell yourself. We are told to count our days, so that we may acquire a wise heart. But then the preacher here, Solomon, says, one day you are going to tremble, not because you are in the front rank in battle; that is not the point, although, of course, you may tremble there, but this is a reference to a person who is sitting in his own house  it may be smoking, endeavouring to gratify himself with that thing, and many other things like it, but you are trembling. That is what the wise man says. The keepers of the house shall trembleand the strong man, that is you  you cricketer  pardon me for alluding to these things. You might imagine I am speaking to a lot of unconverted people. I do not think I am, but I think it well to tell you these things, because young people need to know the trembling time is coming. 

    And all the other things I ought to touch on hereThe strong men bow themselves  many are regarded as this. The grinders cease because they are few  that is to say, the teeth. The doctors make a living on your body, the dentists on your teeth. Otherwise, I know it is the same man, and I do not forget it. I am made to feel it, too, and you will be made to feel it presently. And therefore my point is that you may be converted, and I believe most of you are, and get on in the truth, get on into everlasting life, and go in for it fully when you are not afraid of these matters, when you are not trembling when death draws near. When you will enter the Jordan you will not be afraid of it. The prophet says, how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan? If thou hast run with footmen, and they have wearied thee, how wilt thou then contend with horses? And if in a land of peace thou thinkest thyself in security, how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan? Jeremiah 12: 5. That is to say, death coming in and the doctor cannot help you. He gives you up  gives you perhaps a few months to live, and there is no hope. The waters of Jordan are coming in, and coming in, and presently they will overwhelm you. How will you do then? You ought to prepare for that. You young people here tonight, you need to be reminded that christianity is a real thing, that the gospel is a real thing, that it is the only thing by which you can meet these conditions which are described by the Preacher. 

    And I go on further and further. He says, the grinders cease because they are few. We all know something about that; not far away from that. You know a dentists name in your neighbourhood, and a doctor. And so it says, those that look out of the windows. You know the oculist, too. We need all these things, but what do they remind us of? They remind us of what is rapidly coming. These things are rapidly coming upon us, and it is a question of preparing in view of them, getting ready so that you lift up your head with a helmet of salvation upon it, and you have got no fear of these terrible things, that are terrible to others. And so he goes on to say; and the doors are shut toward the street; when the sound of the grinding is subdued. That is, there is not much in the food that you are eating; it is not satisfying you very much. And then it goes on further, and they rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low. Singing is no more a remedy  and the voice of the bird. Why do you get up so early? You know, old people need much less sleep than young people. Perhaps some of you do not think that, but it is the truth. They rise at the voice of the bird. Young people cling to sleep; they love it; it is hard to get them up in the morning, but not old people. It is a rare thing when an old person is hard to wake. I am speaking from experience; but the prophet, as I may call him here, is speaking prophetically to you, telling about things that are coming as sure as possible. Sometimes we say, as sure as death, but death is not sure, not to the christian. We look for something else than death. It is the triumph of christianity that it provides against death. But then I am going on to that, and I want to just touch on all the points mentioned. And it says here  we have spoken about rising at the voice of the bird, and that the daughters of music are brought low; then again in verse 5 it says, when they are also afraid of what is high. 

    You say, I am not afraid of that. I am able to clear any height. I can jump any height, that is, any reasonable height. Jumping, of course, is an important matter in athletics. Indeed, all these things that I am speaking of have their application to athletics; but now, they are afraid of what is high. A man of sixty or seventy is not very agile, nor does he wish to take any high jump. I know it well enough, and it is all ahead of you, with all your alacrity now and your skill in these matters. All these things are ahead of you. You will soon become decrepit when you cannot jump, nor can you do anything in athletics. You cannot compete with any and, of course, the point is to prepare against these things that you are not afraid of now, but you will soon be afraid of, because they point to one thing and that is death. The description here by Solomon, and it is a marvellous description  it is an inspired one intended for you young people, not intended for us old people. It is all for you young people. It is the young people that are in question in this chapter. They are addressed. They are the ones to remember their Creator in the days of their youth; and so it goes on to say, they shall be afraid of what is high, and terrors are in the way, and the almond is despised, which probably refers to grey hairs. The Spirit of God is not above that, to come down to the very thought of grey hairs in order to impress you in these things with the imminence of death and the terribleness of what is coming after death. The Spirit of God will Say, one sinner is worth right food, and it is certainly worth my time to preach to you on them. And, of course, young people do not like grey hairs, but when you are very old you do not mind. That is a small thing to you. You can point to that as giving you distinction. Some people do, and we are enjoined indeed to respect the grey hairs. Rise up before the hoary head, so that it is a distinction, but then that is nothing as compared with death and what they point to, the imminence of death because really and truly your grey hairs denote the absence of life. You are dying as soon as you begin to live. These grey hairs point to the state of death in the body, and it is going to overwhelm the body, as the passage says. And so it says, the almond is despised, and the grasshopper is a burden, which means you cannot carry much. If you ask an old person to do something, he is liable to put it on somebody else  rightly, too. The grasshopper is a burden. It is not very heavy, but the weight of it is a burden to an old person. It all points to the old person, and it points to the young person, too, because he is going to be old, and it is pointing to something else, namely death, and what is after death, which is the judgment. That is the point, and so it goes on, the almond is despised, and the grasshopper is a burden, and the caper-berry is without effect; or desire hath failed. That is another thing. Have you begun to lose your taste for certain things? You need more condiments to make your taste fit, to make your food enjoyable. I am not speaking of things for the sake of speaking merely, but as I said before, because they point to death, and what is after death, and as I am speaking to young christians that you may go in for the real thing; that these things, therefore, as they creep on you, may not annoy you or distress you; that you may lift up your head with the helmet of salvation upon it; that you may say, I am safe. That is the gospel, the gospel is for that purpose, to show how you can put on the helmet of salvation, and be victorious in meeting everything. I have settled all these matters. None of them move me. I am already secured for heaven through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am secured for earth, too, ready to witness for Him here, but I am ready for heaven as well. The Lord Jesus is coming from heaven to take us to be there, and you want to be there according to His will and to His pleasure. And so I said, these things are to be noted, because they warn us to be ready for these matters that the gospel speaks of. 

    And so it says further, the grasshopper is a burden, and the caper-berry is without effect (or desire shall fail ), keen taste and the like, and other desires  you care little or nothing for them, when you used to run after them. You can all see, if you are accustomed to old people, how little they care for the things they used to crave for, and used to desire keenly, and spend their money on. That is what makes commerce  the desire of people  the desire for this, that and the other thing  fashions in hats, and in coats and in suits and in shops; all these things, youth loves them. They work to get them, and leave out the real thing, that is, what the gospel brings, and if they are really afraid, they find pleasure, and they fail to go in for the truth, so as to be in the enjoyment of the truth, to be in the fellowship, too, to find their companionship amongst the Lords people, and not in the world. That is the idea of these things being brought to our attention. 

    And so it goes on further to say that desire shall fail, and then it goes on to say, for man goeth to his age-long home, and the mourners go about the streets. That is the crux of the matter, and now I want to show you that in the New Translation you have a parenthesis there in the matter of death, that the Spirit of God is almost in a hurry to get to it, and He mentions it before He finishes the description of the old person. If you look at verse 5 you will see, if you have the New Translation, that it has brackets  a parenthesis. When this translation says and desire shall fail it says, the caper-berry is without effect. There is no power to stimulate desire. That is the mark of old age. It is not very serious in itself, but it is serious as pointing to the imminence of death and what is after death, and so the word is to stir us! up as christians to go in for things that are living, where these things do not affect us at all. It does not affect us at all in old age when we have the Spirit of God. Think of the Spirit of God operating in us! What does it matter whether desire fails or not? We have eternal life. We have all that satisfies the believer, and more. Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into mans heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. What does it matter to me whether desire fails or not, whether the caper-berry is of no effect? But then, I wanted to speak of this bracket. It says in the end of verse 5 (for man goeth to his age-long home, and the mourners go about the streets). That is after it saysdesire fails. It cannot be improved. If he is a christian it matters nothing to him. He has something else, something that is eternal, something that he will never lose, something that even if he dies he enters into in measure, for he departs to be with Christ which is far better than the best that you have. Therefore, the believer is never overcome by these things, and I want all you young believers to be victorious in the knowledge of these things and not depending on the rare fashions and things that minister to your pride and your taste, and your fancies, and your pleasure, and so on. I want to make you independent of all these things. But I was now pointing out the importance of this matter of death, how the Spirit of God reaches up before He finishes his description. That is, the bracket begins in the last clause of verse 5 after it says the caper-berry is without effect. It says (for man goeth to his age-long home, and the mourners go about the streets). The mourners  that is your children  for an old person, your young children, your middle-aged children, your boys and your girls and the neighbours, they go about the streets as mourners. You are not sharing in it. The Spirit of God is in a hurry to tell you that, and therefore He tells you so in the bracket. He is going to say more about death, but He is in a hurry to tell you that death is the real issue, and to you death is the real issue, and you can only meet death through the gospel, that is through the death and the 