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    MICAH 1 - THE HEIR (CAC 8)

    Micah 1

    It is noticeable in this chapter that Jehovahs judgments are said to come upon all peoples for the transgression of Jacob ... and for the sins of the house of Israel, verse 5. If Israel had been faithful, the nations would have been blessed through them, but on account of their unfaithfulness judgment came upon the nations and Israel had to suffer also. For the judgment came even unto Judah and reached to Jerusalem, verse 9. It is probably so to day. The presence here of the assembly should have brought blessing near to men, but if the assembly is unfaithful she comes under judgment herself, and the nations suffer in consequence. 

    But while all this is in view the Spirit of God speaks in a blessed way of Christ as the Heir. I will yet bring unto thee an heir, O inhabitress of Mareshah (meaning possession or inheritance); the glory of Israel shall come even unto Adullam, verse 15. There is One who has the sure right of possession: whatever may happen, this stands firm. The blessing of Israel and the blessing of the assembly is all secured by Christ being the Heir. Indeed, one of the most striking testimonies to the greatness of His Person lies in the fact that He is established heir of all things, Hebrews 1: 2. He will yet take up all things and hold them for God on the ground of redemption. But the passage now before us has particular reference to the blessings of Israel. What a comfort it will be for the remnant of Israel, when they feel that they have forfeited all right to Jehovahs promises, to have an Heir brought to them who can take up and hold for them all that they have lost! Christ is rightful Heir to all the promises, not only by personal right but by redemption right. The husbandmen said, This is the heir; come, let us kill him and possess his inheritance, Matthew 21: 38. But their killing Him in their wickedness became the occasion in the wondrous wisdom of God for Him to redeem the inheritance. He has exercised the right of redemption so that all that had been lost through sin is brought back in Him. He is rightful Heir of all Israel had forfeited; Heir of all the promises. He is the Seed to whom the promises were made (Galatians 3: 19); in the mind of God there was no thought of anyone else being able to inherit them. When Israel takes up his inheritance it will be as seeing that Christ alone is entitled to it. And it is in Him that saints of the assembly have obtained an inheritance; that is, in Him as the Heir. It is as being of Christ that we are Abrahams seed, heirs according to promise; Galatians 3: 29. What Christ is entitled to He shares with His joint-heirs. 

    This has to be taken up in remnant conditions now, for the assembly as a whole, the whole professing body, has quite departed from any true sense of it. Hence the glory comes even unto Adullam. Adullam means retreat; it suggests that Christ as Heir will be found in the place of reproach and rejection, like David in the cave, but it is He who is the glory of Israel. When we see that we have nothing at all to glory in but Christ, it makes us very happy to be in Adullam. No one can touch our glory. If people speak against us and reproach us we are sorry for them, but they cannot touch our glory. Knowing this makes saints content to be in the place of reproach. Man wants some recognition, and is unhappy if he does not get it, but if Christ is all my glory I cannot be upset by what people think or say of me. Those in Adullam get the glory. The spiritual ministry of Christ today is not found in connection with what is great or popular in the eyes of men. Its very nature makes it impossible that it should be known there. But it is well worth while to leave all that is humanly pretentious in order to get it. 
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    MICAH 2 - DIVINE PRINCIPLES OF GATHERING (CAC 8)

    Micah 2

    Arise ye, and depart; for this is not the resting-place, because of defilement that bringeth destruction, even a grievous destruction, verse 10. We have often been reminded that separation from evil is Gods principle of unity. There can be no resting-place for persons with holy desires, and a holy constitution, where there is defilement, because such will be convinced that defilement must bring destruction. The only safe thing is to depart from it. One special instruction for the last days is, Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity, 2 Timothy 2:19. This principle is of universal application; all saints can act upon it, and are under obligation to do so. Indeed, all divine principles are matters of obligation; they are in no wise optional, 

    because God ever has all His people in view. So we read in verse 12, I will surely assemble, O Jacob, the whole of thee. There is nothing sectional in the mind of God, or in the assembling ways of God. He had the whole of thee ever before Him. The direct tendency of every part of the truth is to lead to assembling. The Lords commandment to His own to love one another implies that they would be drawn together in face of the hatred of the world. In the very nature of things they would assemble as opportunity occurred. As having one Lord, and holding one Head, and being indwelt by one Spirit, and forming one body, they have the most powerful spiritual motives for assembling together. But these great realities are evidently true for all saints; they take in the whole of thee from the divine point of view, however little they may have been understood from our side. 

    Jacob represents Gods people viewed on the responsible side, so that the assembling of Jacob suggests that God will cause the exercise of assembling in a divine way, and according to divine order, to be raised amongst His people in view of it being worked out in a practical way. All saints would admit the desirability of this, but it is regarded by many as impracticable. But why should all mens thoughts be practicable and Gods thoughts impracticable? This is an assumption which faith could not accept. 

    In assembling His people God has the positive side of their blessing before Him. He would have His saints to take up together their relations with Him according to His own thoughts of grace and love. Gathering the remnant of Israel is not quite the same thought; it views them as having been scattered. That he should also gather together into one the children of God who were scattered abroad, John 11: 52. Gathering has reference to a previous scattering, but assembling is to the positive blessedness of our divine relations. Indeed, there are three thoughts in this verse 12 of chapter 2; assembling, gathering, and putting together. The latter term is used of Gods people in the character of a flock of sheep, in the midst of their pastures. It is an important feature of Gods way that He puts His people together to feed. One of His first thoughts is that we should all be satisfied by feeding on the same spiritual food. Later in this book we learn wonderful things about the Shepherd who leads and feeds His flock, but here it is seen to be Gods work to put the flock together in the midst of their pastures. The fact that there are pastures is in itself a power of gathering; many thousands of saints have proved this; they would never have been where they are if the food supply had not attracted them. And this is not a contracted or limited idea, for we read, They shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. Why should not a multitude enjoy the pastures which are available today? Perhaps we ought to make more noise about what is available. It may be that many have not heard how rich the pastures are. Perhaps a few words, or a little book handed on, might swell the volume of noise! 

    Isaiah speaks of a very small remnant, but this contemporary Micah speaks of a multitude of men. We need to keep both in mind. A very small remnant stands in contrast with the whole corrupt profession, but a multitude of men shows the largeness of Gods thought for all true saints. He has in mind that they should be put together in the rich pastures which He has provided. The ministry of His word is for all whose hearts value it. But they will have to come out of associations which God cannot own if they wish to be put together in divine pasturage. 

    A way out has been made for them. One that breaketh through is gone up before them, verse 13. Jehovah will break through every barrier that hinders His remnant from following Him in a future day, and He has done so in this day. It was a breaking through of everything conventional when the Lord led many of His saints to see that they need not remain identified with national systems, or with anything sectarian. He was making a way for the true assembling and gathering and putting together of His own. It needed faith to break forth from all that had the sanction of long usage just as it needed faith to break forth from Judaism at the beginning of our period. But there were those of whom it could be said, They have broken forth, and have passed on to the gate, and are gone out by it. Such language reminds us of Hebrews 13: 12 - 14: wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate: therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach: for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one. 

    It was Jesus Himself who put forth His sheep from the Jewish fold, and went before them. It meant going into the place of reproach in the eyes of all who wished to maintain a traditional position, but it was in reality a most dignified going forth. There could be nothing more glorious than what is written here: Their king passeth on before them, and Jehovah at the head of them. 

    There will be a wonderful temple in Jerusalem at the time of which this scripture speaks prophetically. It is called in Scripture the temple of God, for it is so responsibly, but Antichrist will sit in it! 2 Thessalonians 2: 4. Every barrier that Satan can raise in that day will be set up to keep the faithful remnant in his own system of things. But the barriers will be broken down, and their King and Jehovah, both known in one divine Person, will be their Leader out of all that has become so evil. Jerusalem as full of unrighteousness must be left: they will flee out of it when they see the abomination that makes desolate standing in a holy place. Can we suppose that God will lead His remnant out of what is evil in holy places then, and leave them in association with what is evil in His sight today? Surely not! If any remain in what is Babylonish today it is because they disregard His call and leading. 

    The teaching of this chapter is as important for us today as it will be for the remnant of Israel in a coming day. 

  
    Micah 4
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    MICAH 4 - THE HOUSE AND THE KINGDOM (CAC 8)

    Micah 4

    When Jehovah leads the remnant of Israel out of evil associations and assembles them in relation to Himself, as we have seen in chapter 2, His intention will be to establish His house as the place of divine teaching, and to set up His kingdom over His people so that, in result, He may give them the kingdom and dominion. These are the great subjects which chapter 4 brings before us. 

    The elevation of Jehovahs house is very strikingly presented in the opening verses of the chapter. We read of the mountain, the top of the mountains, lifted up above the hills. And many nations shall go and say, Come, and let us go up. Men will become sensible in the end of days that Gods house is very elevated, but that it is attractive, and that it is worth while to go up to it. Indeed, it is said that the peoples shall flow unto it, which seems to indicate a readiness to move under a law of attraction which draws upward. The natural law of gravitation is reversed, and this is what always happens when grace becomes operative in the souls of men. The tendency of everything here is downward, for it is a fallen world, but when God moves in the peoples they will desire to flow up to what is of Him, and will realise that it is to be found in His house. This is true, in the principle of it, today. 

    It is well that we should entertain the thought that God has a house here where He dwells in grace and holiness. In the Lord His saints are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit; Ephesians 2: 22. And Paul wrote to Timothy that he might know how one ought to conduct oneself in Gods house, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth, 1 Timothy 3:15. That house exists that what is of God may be set forth in it as an attraction to men who have desire for something which is far above the level of the world or of the natural man. What an exercise it is that what is set forth shall be a true presentation of God in His blessed character of a Saviour God who will have all men to be saved! Men, long darkened and held in bondage by the god of this world, need the truth to set them free, and Gods house is the pillar and base of it. Hence it is impossible to think of any form of error being set forth, or tolerated, in that which has the true character of Gods house. Everything there must, indeed, have a very elevated character, for nothing could be suitable there which is unworthy of the One whose house it is. 

    None of us learn all at once what is suitable for Gods house. Even Timothy needed instruction as to it, and the sense how much we need this should make us appreciate the fact that Gods house is the place of divine teaching. This is the first feature of the house, as seen in Micah 4; He will teach us of his ways, verse 2. We come there to learn, and we should never lay aside this attitude of mind. It would maintain freshness in our souls, and in our intercourse with one another, and in the meetings. Those learning from God in His house will always have something to communicate, and in this way light as to Gods mind will be diffused, and this in view of there being increased ability to walk in His paths. This leads to extended testimony. 

    For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and Jehovahs word from Jerusalem. The assembly being the pillar and base of the truth shows that God has in mind to set forth the truth in a company of persons. But it is certain that the assembly can only be the pillar of the truth, the public witness of it here, as holding it in love. And being the base of the truth suggests that the assembly supports the truth by being in practical accord with it. So that the law and the word go forth from a suitable centre. We all realise how the assembly has failed in public witness to this, and we do not exempt ourselves from having part in that failure. But it is our privilege, notwithstanding admitted failure, to cherish what is in the mind of God, and to refuse to adopt any lower standards. The chapter we are reading will show us how God considers in grace for those who have halted or limped. We can all own that we have done so, more or less, so that we are cast upon grace and mercy all the time, but let us not give up the divine thought. There is a provision of grace to remedy defects if they are felt and owned. If we honestly accept the obligation which rests upon us as being of the house of God, His grace will come in to help us and give us strength. This comes out in a touching way in verses 6 and 7. 

    In that day, saith Jehovah, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; and I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast off a strong nation. It is very touching to see that, after speaking of millennial peace and fruitfulness, Jehovah returns to the thought of His gracious consideration for His feeble and afflicted people. This is to remind us that all that is good, or that will ever be good, in human beings is the fruit of sovereign mercy. As limping and afflicted, and even cast far off in the righteous government of God, His people will be made a remnant and a strong nation. We have often been told that a remnant is not a fag-end, but a piece which has the features of the original. It is a great honour from God, and a wondrous mercy, to be amongst those who are true the remnant today, having some of the original features of the truth as set forth in the Scriptures, particularly in the ministry of the apostles Paul and John. Though found limping and afflicted the remnant of Israel will be strengthened by grace under the new covenant so as to become a nucleus of blessing for the whole nation. If Philadelphian features are found anywhere today they are a nucleus of blessing for the whole assembly. Something is secured which has the original features of the assembly. 

    We are painfully aware of the fact that the nations have not yet forged their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-knives, but we are glad to know that this will come to pass in the end of days. And in the meantime it is possible to have peace and fruitfulness in a spiritual sense. 

    When the people are brought to say, But we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God for ever and ever, conditions are secured for His kingdom. Therefore it can be said, And Jehovah shall reign over them in mount Zion, from henceforth even for ever, verse 7. The kingdom requires a subject people from whom all elements of lawlessness have been purged. Jehovah will not stop short in His dealings with Israel until He has reached this end by giving them the Spirit of Christ. They will then delight in the law of Jehovah as having it written in their hearts. As brought under the moral sway of God the saints of the assembly become His kingdom. The Lord makes His loved and washed ones a kingdom (Revelation 1: 6); in this aspect they are reigned over so that they may know the blessedness of subjection to infinite love. This qualifies them for the wondrous place of reigning with Christ; they will have the kingdom along with Him. And this is what the daughter of Zion and the daughter of Jerusalem will have in their God-given domain. And thou, O tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, yea, the first dominion shall come, the kingdom to the daughter of Jerusalem, verse 8. All that was set forth typically in the reigns of David and Solomon will come to the daughter of Zion and Jerusalem as having her part along with the King according to Psalm 45. Saints of the assembly, and others also, will reign with Christ; the kingdom comes to them along with Him. 

    But the kingdom will not come to the daughter of Zion until she has passed through great travail. She had to go captive to Babylon (verse 10), and we find that many nations will assemble against her (verse 11), but her travail will result eventually in her bringing forth a seed for blessing in the earth. The remnant of her seed is spoken of in Revelation 12:17, as the subject of the dragons enmity. But Jehovah will give her the dominion and the kingdom, and she will beat her enemies in pieces; verse 13. Saints of the assembly will have the dominion and the kingdom in a higher and better way as reigning with Christ above. But the travail precedes the dominion, it is the time of suffering and endurance now; but reigning together with Christ is the sure portion of those who suffer for or with Him now. 
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    MICAH 5 - THE GREATNESS OF THE SHEPHERD AND HIS SERVICE (CAC 8)

    Micah 5

    Isaiah said about the same time that Micah prophesied, And a throne shall be established in mercy: and in the tent of David there shall sit upon it, in truth, one judging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness, Isaiah 16: 5. And again, For Jehovah is our judge, Jehovah our lawgiver, Jehovah our king: he will save us, Isaiah 33: 22. The thought of salvation is thus clearly connected with the judge, as also in Judges 2:16, 18. I believe it is in this sense that Christ is said to be the judge of Israel. If they had repented He would have secured to them blessing in righteousness. He would have taken up their cause on Gods behalf, and administered righteous grace to them. But they refused Him in this blessed character. They shall smite the judge of Israel upon the cheek, Micah 5: 1. This was really the rejection of Jehovahs salvation by His people; and perhaps it is significant that Gentiles had part in this (Matthew 27: 30), as intimating that the Gentiles would follow Israels lead in this dreadful and contemptuous refusal of Gods delivering power and grace in Christ. 

    But the Spirit of God brings in at this point the divine greatness of the One who should come forth out of Bethlehem Ephratah, Davids city. He was, in that character, Davids Offspring, but He was also the Root of David, for His goings forth were from of old, from the days of eternity. He is the eternal God, but He came forth to rule His people as a Shepherd. He came in to take personal charge of the flock, and the remnant of Jacob became His flock, as we know from John 10. He had had to give up Israel, according to Micah 5: 3, until the time when she which travaileth shall have brought forth: and the residue of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. But this did not suspend His shepherd service. That service went on amongst the sheep who were in the Jewish fold, and it has extended now to the other sheep who were not of that fold, but whom He has brought that there might be one flock, one shepherd. 

    And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of Jehovah, in the majesty of the name of Jehovah his God, verse 4. The Lords position and service amongst His own, when He was here, was unique, and their position and privilege was also unique. There will never be anything like it again. For He was not only Israels Messiah, in the most blessed relation as Man to Jehovah, and bringing all that amongst His own so as to cause them, as having faith in Him, to know its blessedness, but He was personally the Son of the Father, and His being here brought the Fathers name here, and made that name available for them. He was amongst them as the revelation of the Father, making known the Fathers name, and giving them to understand that they were to know God as Father. Our minds are so familiar with the thought that we, perhaps, hardly conceive what it was to the disciples to hear Him say, your Father, thy Father, that ye may be sons of your Father. No Old Testament saint had ever know God by that name, but the presence of the beloved Son with His own brought that name to them, and He kept them in it. What could only be the portion of men through redemption, and through having the gift of the Spirit, was brought hear to men so that in nearness to Him they could have something of the joy of it anticipatively, though not yet having the Spirit. This explains how the Lord could say so much, particularly in Johns gospel, that was really anticipative of the full result of His being glorified. As it has been said, the Lord did much for them which was afterwards the work of the Spirit. He led and fed His flock not only in the majesty of the name of Jehovah His God, but in the added blessedness of His Fathers name. 

    And His sheep were capable of appreciating their Shepherd and His feeding. For they had their origin in the Father, as He says in John 17:6, They were thine, and thou gavest them me, They were his own sheep because the Father had given them to Him (John 10: 29), and He lays His life down for them. He feeds them in a manner which is wholly divine, but which harmonises perfectly with all the requirements of their nature. Every one of the sheep is conscious of the need of pasture; the fact that the Lord says, shall find pasture implies that they have been looking for it. They have a different nature from those who are not the Lords sheep, as He said to some, Ye do not believe, for ye are not of my sheep, as I told you, John 10: 26. Through the sovereign working of the Father the sheep of Christ are inwardly different from all others. They answer to Christ as the disciples did when He called them. They hear His voice and know it; they know not the voice of strangers, but flee from them. Their requirements are such that only the personal service of a divine Shepherd can supply them. 

    It is wondrous to think that the majesty and blessedness of the name of His God and Father give character to His feeding His flock. We should perhaps hardly have thought of bringing that into His Shepherd service, but Micah 5: 4 suggests it. We need not be surprised that it is so when we remember that He said, I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, as the Father knows me, and I know the Father, John 10: 14, 15. He feeds His flock in the blessedness of His Fathers name so that they may know the love of the Father to His Son, and know that they are loved in Him. We have to grow up to it by His feeding: none other than Himself could make it known to us For all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you. All things that the Father has are mine; on account of this I have said that he (the Comforter) receives of mine and shall announce it to you. The words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received them, and have known truly that I came out from thee, and have believed that thou sentest me. These words show how the Son identifies His own with Himself, and He feeds them by His words into the blessedness which He knows so well. 

    What a comfort that Micah 5: 4 adds, and they shall abide! Abide is a characteristic word of Johns writings, occurring about 40 times in his gospel and about 20 times in his first epistle. The sheep are brought into what is permanent. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them life eternal, and they shall never perish, and no one shall seize them out of my hand. My Father who has given them to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father. I and the Father are one, John 10: 27 - 30. Those whom He feeds have the abiding consciousness of this; their blessedness is in Christ and in the Fathers love. 

    For now shall he be great even unto the ends of the earth. This verse extends the greatness of Christ far beyond Israel. At the present time it links with, And I have other sheep which are not of this fold: those also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, one shepherd, John 10:16. 

    And this man shall be Peace, verse 5. It is not here that He makes peace, or gives peace, but He Himself is peace. The force of this seems to be that, before the enemies are dealt with, Christ Himself becomes peace to those who know Him. Wherever He comes peace comes; it was so in John 20. There is not an anxious thought or a fear in the heart of Christ, and He says, These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. And this was after telling them that those who killed them would think to render service to God! Peace is as much for us in Christ as righteousness or salvation. Before the prophet speaks of the Assyrian coming he gives this blessed word, and this man shall be peace. And it is what He is at this very moment; it is there in Him for all His own. In the scripture before us it is given to qualify the flock to meet the Assyrian, who in the prophets is the last enemy to come up against Jerusalem, Daniels king of the north. I believe that Assyria as a type represents the violence of men against God and His Anointed; Babylon represents corrupting influences. So the two original characters of evil, violence and corruption, will be headed up in Babylon and Assyria. Babylon will be destroyed before Assyria. There can be no doubt that violence will specially mark the closing period of this age. The beast makes war with the saints and overcomes them; Revelation 13:7. At the present time the Assyrian represents what is definitely opposed to God and to His people, which would take an active form if not restrained by God. But in the meantime, before God deals with it in judgment He meets it in a remarkable way. 

    Then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight princes of men, verse 5. This is a very beautiful touch. The enemy is to be met by shepherds and princes; literally, anointed ones. That is, he is definitely in this book as the Shepherd. Princes of men are those who can move in the dignity of the anointing. Such are Gods great power against the Assyrian. It is in keeping with Gods design, made known elsewhere, to still the enemy and the avenger by the praises of babes and sucklings, Psalm 8. God meets the violence of men by the Spirit of Christ; let us ever remember this. 

    Then the remnant of Jacob gets an extended mission as dew from Jehovah, as showers upon the grass; verse 7. They will go out to bring the refreshment of what Jehovah is to many peoples. It is a gentle influence, corresponding in character with the personal service of Christ, but carried on by His Jewish brethren far and wide in the Gentile world. And it is to be noticed that it is the persons themselves who are the dew and the showers. They are personally permeated with what they have been fed upon by their Shepherd, so that wherever they go there is dew and rain. It is not what they say, but what they are, which brings the divine refreshing. It does not wait for some change in man, or in the sons of men. It is just itself, and it falls with subduing power wherever it goes. And this is the place and abiding service of the saints today; we may not have gift or great human ability of any kind, but we can be true to what we are as having the Spirit of Christ. And people will be tested by how they regard it, just as the presence of Christs brethren will test all the nations in a coming day; Matthew 25: 31 - 46. 

    There is another and a very solemn side. The dew of grace rejected becomes a lion; verses 8 and 9. The remnant of Jacob will have this character also. They will destroy their enemies, as many scriptures show. This is because they can only have their promised portion on earth by the destruction of those opposed to them. Hence they pray for this in various Psalms, which is sometimes a difficulty to those who do not understand the difference between an earthly people and those called to heavenly blessing. The partakers of the heavenly calling know that they are to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, to be for ever with Him. But the portion of an earthly people can only be secured to them by their enemies being destroyed. Our enemies are spiritual enemies, and they have to be destroyed by spiritual power and spiritual weapons. Human or natural strength is of no avail in this conflict, nor, indeed, will it be in Israels battles. They will have to prevail by divine power alone. Verses 10 - 14 of our chapter show that God will not allow His people to use what is merely natural power in His conflicts. 

  
    MICAH 5 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Micah 5: 4 - 15

    CACWe need to see that a divine Person has come in to take charge of His flock. He came out of Bethlehem as the Offspring of David, but then He was also the Root of David. He was the eternal God coming into manhood to take up shepherd service, as we read in the beginning of Matthew. He was to shepherd Gods people Israel; so that the strength of Jehovah and the majesty of the name of Jehovah are brought into exercise in His service, which gives it an exalted character. 

    The ruling in verse 2 is ruling in shepherd character, it is so translated by the Spirit in Matthew 2. It was in the mind of Jehovah to bring all His care and blessing near to man in that character. So that they gained immensely by having such a One for Shepherd. He knew perfectly what Gods care was and could pass it on and make it available. Think of the wonderful influence that was among the disciples when the Lord was here, for there was One in their midst who knew perfectly Jehovahs thoughts about them. 

    QuesWould the thought in shepherding be that they should learn God? 

    CACYes; we can learn from the Psalms what Jehovah was to Christ. Now, He brought that among His own in the gospels. There is now a further thought, the Fathers name enters into it. We have little idea what it meant to them when the disciples heard from His lips, My Father, Your Father. It must have been the most astonishing thing to them in the sermon on the mount. It had never been heard of or thought of before, and we ought to take it as the most blessed thing. There never had been a man on earth who knew God as Father till Jesus was here. So that the majesty and power of the Fathers name all enter into the shepherd care; it all enters into what He feeds His flock upon. 

    It was brought here in His Person. I think we need to move more to Christs side of things, forgetting our own side altogether, and think of what was here for Him, extended to His disciples  what rested on Him. Well, all that entered into His shepherd care. How much is needed to bring the flock into that. There is a divine product in the sheep, and they have necessities; and no one can meet the requirements of their nature but divine Persons. It is nature, not light. They are the Fathers first. The saints have certain necessities that attach to their very nature as subjects of the work of God, and the Shepherd ministers with divine skill to those necessities. He shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of Jehovah, in the majesty of the name of Jehovah his God; and we of course now bring in the name of Father. 

    QuesDo we learn to know Christ and to know God by feeding? This is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent (John 17: 3). 

    CACI think the sheep have to be fed into it. It is most important that we should be fed into these things, so that they become characteristic of us, part of ourselves. 

    RemI know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, as the Father knows me and I know the Father (John 10: 14, 15). 

    CACThe sheep take on His character that way. 

    QuesWould it be John 17? 

    CACI think John 17 is the full product, what He would feed us up to, so that He would be able to refer to us as He does there (cf. verse 6). It has come to maturity, so to speak. 

    And it says, They shall abide, which is another link with John. Abide is a characteristic word in Johns gospel and epistles, showing how important the permanency of things is. 

    There is no in and out is there? So there is no thought of perishing with it. It says, They shall never perish. 

    It is good to take account of the saints as the flock, not merely as those who have made confession of Christ; they are the flock of God. And the service is to go on on that footing. The Lord fed and preserved them from that standpoint, the thought of failure does not come in. It is most important that the Son of God coming here among His own brought all the value of what was in Himself upon them. They are detached from the world and attached to Him, and all the value of what is in Him is theirs. And all that makes Christ personally precious  our learning what has come in Him; it is the positive side. 

    RemPeace is not an element, but He is it, He is Peace. 

    CACThat is most important; and He is great to the ends of the earth, showing that Israel is too small for Him. Some of His greatness has entered into this room tonight. What a large place and company we are in. And every saint is a vessel of the greatness of Christ. The poorest and most backward saint has some sense of the greatness of Christ, and if we do not think much of him, he is a very important person in the eyes of heaven. That is exactly what God is doing now, bringing the greatness of Christ into hearts. And it is in view of the power of the enemy, because it is the Assyrian. This man shall be Peace; it is after having said this that the Assyrian is mentioned. And it is not He makes peace, or gives peace, but He is Peace. How wonderful to be close to a Person with whom there is no unrest or misgiving, for no unrest or misgiving ever entered His heart. 

    QuesIt says, When the Assyrian shall come into our land, and when he shall tread in our palaces; then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight princes of men. Does that indicate that some will be raised up to meet this power, shepherds and princes? 

    CACThat is very good, because the Assyrian is the violent power. Assyria is the last enemy; the false religion of corruption has been destroyed before Assyria comes up. What a fortification in which to be set up. This man shall be Peace. So the Lord says to the disciples, These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world. And it was just after saying they would be killed. Well, He says, In me ye shall have peace. As we draw near the end I am satisfied that violence will have more and more place in this world; there will be active opposition and cruelty. So we find in Revelation and in Daniel the little horn makes war with the saints. I do not say the assembly will have the worst of it, but it may have a little touch. So at the present time God is using the violence for purifying. It is no use trying to get above it, you must go under it to get the blessing. But you start with, This man shall be Peace. 

    RemWhen the doors were shut for fear of the Jews, Jesus comes into the midst and speaks peace to them. 

    CACAnd so the apostles do not show any sign of fear in Acts 4. They say, Now, Lord, look upon their threatenings; and if some are shaken up and distressed, we have the privilege of reporting what is happening. 

    RemAnd they say, Give thy servants boldness. 

    CACIt is the atheists and those opposed to God that would crush Gods people  Babylon is not in the ascendant now, it is the Assyrian. But He gives His people power to meet even the Assyrian. I do think we need to pray as to these things, so that what we have in Christ and in His Person is more to us than anything else in heaven or earth. 

    QuesIs this the thought of those who take up rule and oversight and princes who give a lead in dignity? 

    CACWe want shepherds and princes, that is how the Assyrian is met, not by soldiers. So that the hostile power will go down before those shepherds and princes who are in the dignity of the anointing. Now the thing is to go on with that. God has His own. No one would have thought that God would have silenced the enemy and the avenger by praise out of the mouths of babes and sucklings; it comes out in Psalm 8. So the praises of the saints can do that; they can hold back the power of evil. We may not think so, but it is true. 

    QuesWhat about the numbers, seven and eight? 

    CACWe can understand seven, the perfection of the thing  for the earth. We want more of the shepherd spirit to meet the energy of evil round us, and then also the moral dignity of the princes. Eight is connected with eternity. We can see there is a beautiful moral order in this. It is a most instructive part of Scripture. 

    RemIt says the remnant of Jacob shall be as the dew, and then as a lion in judgment. 

    CACThen the remnant of Jacob gets an extended mission, and becomes a shower of dew far and wide. It is wonderful to think it will all be literally carried out after the Lord has taken up His throne in Jerusalem. It will take place historically. The Assyrian (the king of the north in Daniel) will come up, and he will be destroyed, and there will be a spreading abroad of the knowledge of God, and Judah will move about like the dew to bring it about. It is the persons, not the doctrine here. Moses said, My doctrine ... shall flow down as dew (Deuteronomy 32: 2). Here it is what they are; they bring an impression of God wherever they go. Certain persons are going to treat them kindly, and because they do so, not because they believe the gospel, they will come into eternal life; and it is simply because they have done something they were unaware of. The Lord says, You were kind to Me. And the saints are surely a blessing on earth by what they are, or they ought to go to heaven at once. Two people were blessed through merely watching two sisters pass frequently in one direction. They wanted to find the attraction, so one day they followed and came to the meeting, and were converted on the spot. 

    If the dew is refused, there is nothing but judgment, and the saints will execute judgment on those that refuse grace. It is remarkable that the Psalms finish almost on that note in the midst of all the praises. To execute upon them the judgment written. This honour have all his saints (Psalm 149: 9). But it is a solemn honour. 

    The closing section is important because it shows God will not have any natural power in His service. He will have no natural means used in His conflicts. He has been teaching us all along what His great power is and He says, Now I am going to destroy every element in you that is not suitable to divine service. 

    The chapter comes back to a serious word for all in the divine conflict, and we all are to be in it. Paul says, The arms of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful according to God to the overthrow of strongholds; overthrowing reasonings and every high thing that lifts itself up against the knowledge of God, and leading captive every thought into the obedience of the Christ (2 Corinthians 10: 5). Well, I take it that was in himself. I once heard J.N.D. say he did not see why the assembly should be the only place on earth where the lawless will of man could go unrestrained. You and I should see that there should be nothing with us that God cannot connect with Himself, otherwise wonderful as the things I say or do may be, they are nothing, because God cannot connect Himself with them. 

  
    MICAH 5 (JND 38)

    Micah 5

     3. Is not this verse the change of position of the believing Remnant, whom Christ calls His brethren? They had become the Church, and had ceased to be identified with the interests of Israel (though grieving over the nation which had rejected Messiah) but now the Remnant of His, Christs, brethren return unto the children of Israel, identify themselves again with the nation, and the earthly part of Christs power takes place. 

     5. In Micah, when it is a question of Babylon, there is no king of the Assyrian  This man shall be the peace; compare Isaiah 10 and 11. 

  
    THE JUDGE OF ISRAEL (JT 23)

    John 18:19 - 24; Micah 5:1; Judges 8:18,19

    In reading these scriptures I have in mind to enlarge on the idea of judgment; not judgment as conveying what is punitive, but authoritative discrimination amongst the people of God. We have the announcement in the gospel that, He hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead (Acts 17:31). The world will thus have an authoritative, discriminative rule, under which men will be in peace and prosperity. The Lord Jesus, I need not say, is that Man; and that God has approved Him in that He has raised Him from the dead. The divine approbation thus expressed has reference to His ability for this service  ability which shone in Him in the days of His rejection. 

    And so the Judge of Israel, as we read in the prophet, was smitten upon the cheek. In introducing among men what is befitting to a judge in the way of testimony, our Lord Jesus Christ incurred this ignominious persecution; a fact which should appeal to us as we do not want to be behind Him in anything. And if we have to bear testimony to the principles of judgment among the people of God, we must be prepared to be smitten on the cheek. And so the Lord, as before the high priest, bears witness to this great principle. It is wonderful to think that in these moments of supreme trial, the prince of this world having come and having succeeded in arresting Him and arraigning Him before the high priest in Jerusalem, He should bear witness to the principles that should govern a judge. He was the Judge, not Caiaphas! But the latter being as yet in Moses seat, 

    our Lord in beautiful humility would recognise him; and yet call attention in His own way to the principles that should govern a judge. And so He says, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. Why askest thou me? Ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold they know what I said. And the Judge of Israel, who knew the law perfectly, and who was announcing it in His own perfect way, is smitten upon the cheek. Is that to pass? He could well afford to let it pass, if it were only a personal question, for He had taught that if one were to smite thee on one cheek, he should turn to him the other. It was not a matter of personal vindication. It was a matter of setting out the fundamental principle of judgment. If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me? It is a question of righteousness in judgment. The Judge of Israel was setting out in the presence of the greatest opposition the principles of judgment, and He was smitten upon the cheek. I mention all these things about the Lord Jesus because they contain what I intended to present, and also because one loves to begin with Him in regard to every subject. 

    So I proceed to the passage in Judges, because I wish to show that Gideon, undoubtedly a type of Christ as a judge in Israel, had brethren. And these brethren bore his marks. And so as we are called upon to judge and to exercise influence amongst the people of God, it is of great moment that we should be like the Judge of Israel. Gideon had brethren, and these brethren, by the testimony of their slayers, were like Gideon, and by his own testimony they were the sons of his mother. On the one hand, they had a royal resemblance, and on the other, they had the training of a true mother. Now having these brethren of Gideon in mind, as we are the brethren of Christ, and thus qualified for judgment, I wish to briefly review the judges of Israel up to Gideon. Before proceeding to that task, I would be very direct, without having reference to anything special, but to the general state of things among the people of God. One of the crying needs of the moment is the expression of judgment, of righteous discrimination. So the apostle in writing to the Corinthians, who were misjudging him in the most ungrateful manner, says, Now I pray to God ... that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates (2 Corinthians 13:7). And again in treating of the people of God appealing to the law of the land, he says, Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? (1 Corinthians 6:5). As it were, one of the royal lineage, one of the culture of the mother, who could adjudicate between his brethren according to God? You see how essential therefore in our gatherings it is that there should be at least a wise man, and if not a wise man, a wise woman; for how much good a wise woman can do! It was a wise woman, as recorded in the second book of Samuel, who saved the city of Abel. Sheba, the son of Bichri, had revolted against David and said, We have no part of David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, O Israel (2 Samuel 20:1). There was open revolt against the authority of God in Christ, typically. He drew men after him, and he fled northward and Joab pursued him and besieged him in the city of Abel. Now there was a wise woman in that city, and by her wisdom she delivered it. You see she went to the men in the city in her wisdom. Joab was pressing the siege as an able general would (how often, with the best intentions, we press things!) the issue being that the inheritance of the Lord is destroyed. He would destroy a whole city in order to get Sheba. And it says, Then the woman went unto all the people in her wisdom: and they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it out to Joab (chapter 20:22). And Abel was saved. You see, therefore, how important it is, how absolutely essential it is, if the saints, the inheritance of the Lord, are to be saved, that there should be wise men amongst us. Even one wise woman in a meeting under these circumstances may save it from damage. In her wisdom this woman carried the people with her and reached the offender, the root of the difficulty thus reached, the city was saved. 

    Now I proceed to review the judges of Israel so that we may see the features that are essential to judgment. Most of us doubtless know that the effect of good judgment among the people of God is that they rest. The first judge was Othniel. I wish to dwell on him, because unless we understand what Othniel represents, we shall scarcely be able to judge intelligently in Israel. He was the son of Calebs younger brother, thus of excellent family connection. He belonged to the family of faith. And so when Caleb offered his daughter as a prize to him who should take Kirjath-sepher, Othniel takes it  the city of the book. No one can exercise influence according to God among the saints until he has come to the overthrow of the books of this world. A man who lives in the religious or secular literature of the day cannot rule the people of God. We have to be on our guard as to the things by which we are influenced, and what can be more influential than the literature of the day? How steeped in darkness and confusion men are! And by such influence we become unfit to rule or sway the saints according to heaven. Othniel gets Achsah, a type of the assembly. He is in relation in a sense, typically, with the assembly. We have got to apprehend the assembly according to what it is to Christ in order to exercise right influence. We are reminded of one who rejoiced in his sufferings for the body of Christ. We have to see its intrinsic worth. 

    Christ also loved the assembly, and gave himself for it (Ephesians 5:25). If I am to rule in it, I must be in accord with it, and know something of its preciousness to Christ. And so Othniel obtains the prize. She was worth having and he knew it. Her worth soon manifests itself; as she meets him she would have him ask her father for springs. This is of the greatest importance. We must have springs. There must be resources. The initial energy I may have will soon fail me. There must be springs. And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. She had a favourable position spiritually, a south land is favourable  but that did not suffice. The light of Colossians and Ephesians combined will not suffice; we must have springs. How we need the Spirit! And she lighted from off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wilt thou? And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And so her father gives her the upper springs and the nether springs (Judges 1:14,15). Now this is Othniels wife. You see how enriched he is. An impoverished man, spiritually, cannot influence the people of God. The idea begins with Othniel. He is a man of affluence spiritually, and his wife is a woman of affluence. They belong to Calebs family of faith. And so Othniel is the first judge of Israel. And what a judge he is, as I have been showing! I only mention it that we might seek to emulate him; our attitude toward our brethren must be in grace and patience. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war. He is one of the few of whom it is said, And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him (Judges 3:10). God would see that the judgment of His people was by the Spirit. And so we find that he judged Israel and made war. Now the enemy was Chushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia. He was a man of earthly resources, 

    the land of the two rivers, as the name signifies. Rivers are resources, and sometimes, as here, they are sources of influence in an earthly way. And so a man of earthly resources had power over the people of God for eight years. But the Spirit of God comes upon Othniel and he judged Israel and went to war. What weapons he used it does not say; but would not rely on material resources. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: and the Lord delivered Chushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. And then the land had rest. How one longs to see that! The saints having rest, particularly in certain localities, as the outcome of right rule and judgment. 

    The next judge was Ehud. He was a left-handed man. He had to do with the king of Moab, a fat man, who having resources, is engrossed in his fat, is occupied with what he has got, a man of pride  the fat signifies pride. How much of that we have to contend with! One knows it in ones own heart. Pride is ever ready to show itself. I have to deal with it in myself, if I am to deal with it in others. And so Ehud makes a dagger. He is a man of personal resourcefulness. He is not presented to us as a man of means, but a man of skill. He is out of the ordinary  a left-handed man, but he knows what is needed. You see I have to know what is needed, because the enemy is ever changing his mode of attack. If he comes now with a man of great earthly resources, another time he comes with a man full of pride, who by means of his forceful rule, would captivate the people of God. What is needed is a man of divine skill. He makes a dagger with two edges. For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12). 

    We have to do with the underlying condition. Men have to be exposed. Pride has to be exposed. And so this second judge has a dagger of a cubit length and he uses it dexterously, and overthrows the enemy and the land had rest eighty years  a remarkable result. How God may use one man who sees what the enemy is doing! How God may use a man who is skilled in the word, in the word of righteousness! Untrue things may be passed from lip to lip  Satan thus works. Whereas a man spiritually developed is skilled in the word of righteousness and he will search the thing out, bringing the word of God to bear on it. Ten thousand men, all fat, and all men of valour were slain. And the land had rest eighty years. 

    The next judge is Shamgar, a man of experience. He slew six hundred Philistines with an ox-goad. The ox-goad refers, I judge, to discipline and experience. He had been in the school of God. We need men of experience. We need men of spiritual resources; we need men skilled in the word of righteousness; but we need men of experience, who have been in the school of God, who have been held in check themselves. The apostle began with a goad: It is hard for thee to kick against goads. And what an effective man he was later, on account of his experience! This appears in the letter written to Philemon. In this epistle he is, Paul the aged, not the apostle. He was a disciplined man. He knew how to keep his body under. We know what goads do, how they check the ox, even the most independent. Shamgar used one with the greatest skill, and slew six hundred Philistines. You will readily see how the features of these three judges enter into judgment according to God. 

    The next judge is a woman, Deborah. She brought in a most important element. It is said of her that she judged Israel at that time. And it is said that She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah. (Judges 4:5). She was a woman of personal victory. And she dwelt between Ramah and Beth-el, in spiritual surroundings. It says, And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. There was no self-assertion about her. It was a question of moral weight amongst the saints. In fact she says, Until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel (Judges 5:7). You cannot resist the influence of a true mother. She arose a mother in Israel. How young believers need the influence and care and the tender attention of the mother! These are the features that enter into judgment amongst us. The mother was there, and Israel came to her for judgment. They knew it was there. They knew where the tender care was. She is the only judge, as I recall, that speaks about love to God. And those who love God, love the children of God. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments (1 John 5:2). Then immediately it says, And the land had rest forty years (Judges 5:31). Deborah can speak of love in that she appeals to the commandments. She says to Barak, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded ... ? (chapter 4:6). Nicodemus appeals to the law in protection of the Lord Jesus; although in the counsel of the Jews, he appealed to the law: Doth our law judge any man before it hear him and know what he doeth? (John 7:51). A fine note in the midst of national lawlessness! He loved God though in a wrong position. But Deborah was not among the counsels of this world. She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah, a token of personal victory. And she dwelt in the vicinity of the house of God and Ramah. And now she says to Barak, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded ... ? 

    Now let me dwell for a little on the importance of the law in regard to judgment; and when I speak of the law I am not speaking of legal requirements or rules, I am speaking of the divine principles that should govern us. For no circumstance can arise among us for which there is not a principle to govern it in Scripture. Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded ... ? He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me (John 14:21). Deborah was a lover and she appealed to divine commandments. And the result is the land had rest forty years, and in that period there was a song, a tribute to God. You see how judgment rightly exercised amongst the people of God leads to a tribute to God. Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying, Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered themselves (chapter 5:1,2). You see thus the good results of judgment Godward. 

    Now Gideon is the next judge, and the greatest of them, we may say, a distinct type of the Lord Jesus. He is threshing wheat to hide it from the Midianites, and Jehovah looked on him. How delightful to have God looking on one approvingly! And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? (chapter 6:14). The angel had come and sat under the terebinth. As it were, God would come to look over the situation, to survey it. What met His eye was this valiant young man. And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the Midianites (chapter 6:11). How delightful to God that what the people needed was being carefully threshed and hid so that they should have it! It says, Gideon threshed wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him. It refers to any young man or woman who would take account of things and resolve in his or her heart to seek to meet the conditions. And so Gideon said he would bring him a present. The Lord waited for him to bring his present, and he offers his offering and it is accepted; so that we have one who is under Gods eye as delightful, his present is accepted. He has the sense of divine approval. And so Gideon is enjoined to take the bullock, the second one of seven years old. This mans service is to be on spiritual lines, and not simply a question of law, it is a question of spirituality, of being developed spiritually. The second bullock of seven years old (chapter 6:25), indicates the spiritual stature that is to mark this man. Seven here suggests a complete spiritual result in growth. May we not look for spiritual development? May we not expect God to come in and bring forth men like Gideon? The second bullock represents sovereignty, and the fact that it was seven years old would indicate spiritual growth. 

    Now Gideon is tested. Such must be tested. He has to learn that his services in Israel are to be carried on in a spiritual way, and not by the arm of flesh. And so he must be reduced to three hundred. He begins by the spring in Harod (note the spring here), but the army is too large and it has to be tested. We have to learn to be reduced. God is pleased to add to us, and may we have a hundred times more! as one said; but then numbers inflate and in the government of God we have to go through reduction of numbers, to be brought down and to learn that conflict is not by numbers, but by spiritual power, indeed by the total break-up of the outer vessel. As we see in the apostle Paul, Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus (2 Corinthians 4:10). One has to come to nothing instead of a large army, that the precious light developed by the Spirit should shine, and thus the victory. All the features of Gideon are spiritual. The cake of barley bread tumbling into the camp is a reference to the Person of Christ. It is a question of the power of Christ. It tumbled in. It is a question of resources, not regularity; and Midian is overthrown. The issue was food; Christ is the bread of God. 

    And now, just to come back, you see he has brethren, and they resembled him. One is exercised as to whether he is like Gideon. In figure he answers to Christ, I believe. And now he challenges the kings of Midian, What manner of men were they whom ye slew at Tabor? Think of it, God had others like Gideon, what an immense thing in these days! But they are destroyed. And again his own family is destroyed, a most remarkable thing, save Jotham, who calls attention to the kind of a person who serves God, one who will not aspire to rule over the people of God, but rather bring in divine judgment that the land may have rest. Gideon says, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the Lord shall rule over you (chapter 8:23). It is a question of divine rule. Let that prevail amongst us, and if it does, we shall have rest. Gideons altar is very fine: Jehovah-shalom, Jehovah of peace. God is set upon peace among His people, but there must be conditions first: holy discrimination, judgment, and then peace. And hence his altar, Jehovah-shalom. How the Lord emphasises this when risen! He says, Peace be unto you (John 20:19). And so in sending the seventy missionaries He said, And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house. And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it (Luke 10:6). The assembly is conscious of a sense of peace. The whole end of rule amongst us is that there should be rest and peace. May God grant it to His people at the present time! 

  
    THE DEW (WJH 16)

    Deuteronomy 32: 1 - 3; Daniel 4: 33 - 37; Micah 5: 7 - 9

    I desire to engage our thoughts for a few moments with the immense power that is available to the saints in what is represented as the dew. Amongst the weapons of our warfare (which are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds) perhaps one of the greatest weapons available is the dew. One feels how often we fail to realise what can be accomplished with dew. 

    The scripture I read in Deuteronomy 32, speaking no doubt of the Lord Jesus pre-eminently, says, “My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew.” The dew, I take it, refers to the gracious, gentle, blessed influences of heaven; it is the dew of heaven. Joseph is blessed with “the precious things of heaven ... the dew.” The Lord Jesus Christ, the true Joseph, and the true Moses, was down here in this world covered with dew. It did not descend upon Him; He corresponds with Mount Hermon; of which it is said, “The dew of Hermon.” That is to say, the Lord Jesus Christ, as a blessed Man upon earth, morally was so exalted, He extended into heaven itself; the dew was native to His blessed Person. It descends as the dew of Hermon that descended upon the mountains of Zion, and the Lord Jesus Christ towered up into heaven as He walked through this world, and the dew was upon Him everywhere. It was a mighty power; it came out particularly in His doctrine and in His words. Just listen to some of His doctrine: “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” That doctrine fell upon the ears and hearts of those that listened to it as the very rain from heaven; it rained upon them because He Himself was the expression of what He said, hence the power of it. 

    With what gracious influence of heaven His doctrine would fall upon those that heard! who so poor in spirit? He adorned the doctrine. What a wonderful thing the apostle refers to in Titus, that the doctrine looks better with us attached to it than without us, that the doctrine would not look so well if we were missing. Is that so? “Adorn,” it says, “the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” The Lord Jesus adorned His doctrine. Who so poor in spirit as He was; His whole pathway was marked by perfect dependence upon God, never a movement of self-complacency or self-sufficiency; 

    He was dependent to the last, going down even unto death as poor in spirit: “Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” He went there confident, in dependence upon God even to the grave. 

    What blessed words the Lord utters in another of His doctrines: “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” The doctrine came down as the gracious, gentle influence of heaven supported by the meekest Man in all the earth. What do you think of meekness such as this: All sin and blasphemy against the Son of man shall be forgiven. Think of it, He says that for those who blaspheme His blessed name there is forgiveness. Never before was meekness like that! The Lord Jesus in His doctrine supported it by what He was, and it dropped down, not as arbitrary commands, not as doctrinal statements, which must be obeyed, but it dropped down as rain into every heart that appreciated it. 

    And then it says, “My speech shall distil as the dew.” Think of His speech, think of His gracious words coming into the souls of men like the dew. The Lord stood up in Luke 4, with all the dew of heaven upon Him when “He began to say” (Luke never tells us that He finished). He stood up with the dew of heaven upon Him, and every word distilled as the dew. We cannot touch on all His words  every one of them infinitely precious  but one would turn in thought to one or two occasions when He spoke. Think of the Lord drawing near to the city of Nain, and His saying to the woman, “Weep not.” He brought the influence of heaven into the soul of that poor woman  His words distil as the dew. And when Simon Peter stood in the house of the high priest, a self-confident heart, a man who did not know his own heart, who approached evil in confidence instead of fear and trembling, who denied with oaths and curses that he knew the Lord, it says, “Jesus looked upon him,” and carried into his soul the very grace, the very gentleness of heaven, so that it broke his heart, for it says, “he went out, and wept bitterly.” And then think of His words on the cross. In that dark and terrible scene, indescribably dark, encompassed by the hatred of the human heart, the dew of Hermon descends upon it all  “My speech shall distil as the dew” He says, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do”; the dew of heaven, so powerful in its mighty effect that a man who had lived all his life in sin and darkness and evil is turned right about. The malefactor says, “We indeed justly” (he judged himself under the power of the dew), “but this man hath done nothing amiss.” “Lord,” he says, “remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” One calls attention to this because the dew is to come upon the mountains of Zion, that is to say, upon each one of us; we are all mountains of Zion. We have all been set up in relation to Christ on the principle of sovereign mercy, and the same blessed dew of Hermon is to descend on the mountains of Zion, and our doctrines are to drop as the rain. If our doctrines drop in any other way, they will not accomplish anything; there will be no power in them. We may speak ever so correctly of doctrine, but does it come down upon the saints as the rain, the gentle, blessed, gracious influence of heaven? It will accomplish much like that. And our words, do they distil as the dew? What are the words we use towards one another? “My speech,” says the Lord, “shall distil as the dew.” What was true in such blessed pre-eminence in Him is also to be true in the mountains of Zion. 

    One word more as to what the dew can accomplish. The influence of heaven creates a condition for the manna to fall upon; you can never get manna until you have the dew. The manna does not fall upon the earth, and it does not fall upon hearts engulfed in business, 

    and it does not fall in newspapers either, it falls upon the dew. Where you have the gracious, blessed influence of heaven, there you have the manna. You will get the manna morning by morning. Under the blessed influence of heaven we can get the bread of the mighty, so that we can proceed on our way through the wilderness energised by the bread of heaven, by the food of the mighty. Think of Caleb, he ate that bread to such an extent that when he was an old man he said he was just as he was forty years before. Of Moses, too, it is said his strength remained in him, he never got weak. The influence of heaven in this town, in every place, makes room for the manna to fall, makes room for that wonderful food, so small, so round, so white, like coriander seed, tasting of the sweetness of honey. But if we have not the influence of heaven  the dew  no manna can come. Let the influence of heaven be present, and the manna can fall each morning, so that we move through this wilderness in correspondence with the manna; we become small, we become round  no jagged, awkward corners  we become white, we feed upon the sweetness of the grace of God. 

    What wonderful provision the dew is for every one of us. Who would leave the influence of heaven and run to feed upon the sink of corruption in this world? Who would go there when they can have the manna by abiding under the influence of heaven? 

    One would pass on in order that we might get a little sense of the immense power of the dew in the case of Nebuchadnezzar. But first of all it might be well to refer to Gideon. Gideon had to face conflict with the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the East. The Midianite is a terrible man, he trades in the things of God. He is prepared to buy and sell Joseph; he is prepared to barter in the things of God for his own gain. He is a terrible enemy, and Gideon is called upon by the Lord to meet him in conflict. Gideon was the least in his father’s house, and one who had no idea of personal greatness, no sense of what he could accomplish; and it says the Lord looked upon him, delighted to find a man like that. I wonder if the Lord can look upon us like that? And He says, “Go in this thy might”; and so he is to face the enemies. 

    Gideon is very anxious that he should not move a step towards the camp of the enemy till he is perfectly satisfied he knows where the dew is; he must know where the dew is before he will move, because if he is going to move, he must move in accordance with the dew. He cannot go on until he is quite sure he has the influence of heaven with him. Is that how we approach conflict? Have we got some difficulty to face, some question of the rights of the Lord? Never move at all until you are quite sure the dew is with you. With the dew with us we are sure of victory, because we have the influence of heaven; we shall not be using carnal weapons, we shall be moving in the power of the dew. 

    Now I would like to indicate what wonderful things can be done with the dew if we can wait for the dew to work. Think of Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up in pride and self-will and cruelty, prepared to cast men into burning fiery furnaces; there he is against the people of God, against God, and what will God do with that great adversary, that immense difficulty that exists, how will it be met? God says, I will bathe him for seven years with the dew, that will alter him. Have we sought to meet our difficulties like that? Dear brother or sister, have you a difficulty with any one? Try bathing them with the dew; do it for seven years; that is how God acts. It will break down a Nebuchadnezzar. Under the gracious, gentle influence of heaven for seven years, his understanding returned to him, and he moved on the rest of his days magnifying and honouring the King of heaven. His greatness, his position, his enmity to God had gone, 

    his hostility to the people of God is over. “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and Honour the King of heaven.” Who would ever have thought that the dew could do that, who would have contemplated that it was possible that seven years of bathing with the dew of heaven would transform that hard, bitter man into one of the servants of God? Let us try it; wonderful things have been done before today by approaching a difficulty with the dew; by gathering it from Christ  that is the test. 

    You say, How can I do it? None of us can do it of ourselves, but the dew descends from Hermon to the mountains of Zion. Surround that blessed Man, dear brethren, keep in touch with that blessed One, and the dew descends. It is not native to us, not to any of us, but if we are near to Him in our affections wonderful things can be done with the dew of Hermon which descends upon the mountains of Zion. Brethren can be together in unity there, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” We dwell together in unity where the dew descends from heaven to the mountains of Zion. “There the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.” Now the scripture in Micah shews us that there may come a time when the dew is not effective. The Lord Jesus knew the power of the dew. He moved through this world bedewing people’s souls with the very grace of heaven, and, indeed, the dew was equally applied to Judas, but that man was unresponsive to it. One marvels at the infinite patience of the Lord with Judas. He never exposed him during the three and a half years. The disciples at the end had no idea who it was that should betray Him; the Lord had treated him in the same gracious, blessed way that He had treated them all. So we learn the divine order in Micah. Jacob is first of all to be as dew. “The remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew.” If that is not effective then the remnant of Jacob shall be as a lion. That is exactly what happened, and the Lord eventually had to roar at Judas as a lion. He had to reject him, but the dew had been refused, the blessed influence of heaven had not been responded to. But mark the patience first. 

    Now in the Book of Daniel the same principle is observed. The dew breaks the heart of Nebuchadnezzar and his will, but Belshazzar his son, who knew of it, was not affected by it, and the judgment of God fell upon him. But the thing to be observed by us all is that the remnant of Jacob shall be as the dew among many people. Let us first of all meet every difficulty with the dew. I do not say there may not be a time when we shall have to be as a lion, but the point for each one of us to lay hold of is the immense power that is in the dew to bring in the gracious, blessed influence of heaven. 

    The Lord Jesus when He went up to heaven still had the dew, and from heaven He bedewed the soul of Saul of Tarsus until it broke his heart. Saul of Tarsus corresponds with Nebuchadnezzar, breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, an insolent, overbearing man. Have we a difficulty like that to meet? The Lord bedewed his soul with the dew of heaven, and it broke his heart and his will. He surrendered under the power of the dew, and he says, “I beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ.” We can trust that weapon to do almost anything if only we will use it. Difficulties between brethren and between sisters will vanish if the mighty weapons of the meekness and gentleness of Christ are laid hold of, but how it tests where we are. The dew is there upon Hermon; it is to be had by nearness to Christ. There is no difficulty about getting the dew. The Lord Jesus is blessed with the blessings of the dew. He has got them, but we have to go to Him for them. The apostle had to roar as a lion in regard to one of the Corinthians; the dew had not affected him, and he says, “Put away that wicked person,” but in regard to them as a people he bedewed their souls with the grace of heaven. He made clear to them that whatever they did to him, whether they spake against him, or contrasted him with other apostles, it did not alter his love for them. Thus he says, “I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.” That mountain of Zion was so near to Hermon that he met things in the grace of Christ. 

    One greatly desires that we might get a sense of what can be done with the dew. If Saul of Tarsus can be converted, and if Nebuchadnezzar can be transformed into a servant of God, magnifying and honouring the King of heaven, then what can the dew not do? The difficulty is that we know so little about waiting. God was prepared to go on bedewing Nebuchadnezzar for seven long years before He would give him up. If we are prepared to follow the divine example we can accomplish wonders in the power and influence of the grace of heaven. 

    May the Lord help us then to really appreciate what is possible if we attack difficulties in the grace of heaven, the weapons of our warfare, and we shall find there is mighty power to break up the hard clods with the dew. The hard hearts that have been unmoved by the repetition of right statements and correct doctrine, the grace of heaven will break such hearts and transform them for the service of the Lord. 
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    MICAH 6 - GODS GRACE AND FAITHFULNESS (CAC 8)

    Micah 6

    It is humbling and distressing to think that what God does for His people should become the occasion of His having a controversy with them. There is something very touching in the divine pleading of this chapter, because Jehovah does not take the ground that His people had behaved badly to Him, but He challenges them to testify against Him if they had any cause of complaint. O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me. It is as much as to say, If you have any complaint against Me, let Me know what it is. The matter in controversy here is whether there had been any wrong-doing on Jehovahs part towards His people. If things are not satisfactory in our relations with God He is prepared to take this ground with us. It is extraordinary ground for God to take with His poor creatures, but in His grace He does take it. He assumes that His people would not turn away from Him unless they had some cause of complaint. He would like to know what it is! 

    He condescends to go over all His ways with them, from Egypt to the end of the wilderness, to remind them of what He had done for them, and that He had omitted nothing that was favourable to them. For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of bondage, verse 4. It would settle a thousand questions that arise if we always kept in mind that we are a redeemed people. On the ground of the death of Christ God has taken us for Himself in a wonderful way, because we must remember that there could not possibly be any flaw or defect in the result of redemption; it must be complete and according to God. The saints are on this blessed ground, knowing that ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible things as silver or gold ... but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, the blood of Christ, 1 Peter 1: 18, 19. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, Colossians 1:14. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace, Ephesians 1:7. When there was utter ruin on our side God moved to secure His own end, to have us for Himself as a redeemed people. The full result of redemption will be that Gods elect will be found eternally in sonship with glorified bodies. But in the type before us Israel was redeemed out of the house of bondage. Redemption, known in its true power and effect, takes Gods people out of the world, frees them from the bondage of sin and Satan, and puts them in the acceptance of Christ risen from among the dead. Gods redeemed ones are in Christ and have the Spirit. Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse for us ... that the blessing of Abraham might come to the nations in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith, Galatians 3: 13, 14. The saints in Christ can be addressed in a wonderful way. For example, But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption, 1 Corinthians 1:30. But ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Corinthians 6: 11. But when the kindness and love to man of our Saviour God appeared, not on the principle of works which have been done in righteousness which we had done, but according to his own mercy he saved us through the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, which he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that, having been justified by his grace, we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life, Titus 3: 4 - 7. 

    Jehovah, having redeemed His people, provided leadership for them. And I sent before thee Moses, Aaron and Miriam. Moses as the mediator was in such nearness to God that he could bring to the people all that God was pleased to make known of Himself at that time, and he could also bring out in great detail Gods pleasure in regard to the walk and ordering of His people. The dispensation was furnished on the divine side with all that was necessary to give a true lead to the people as to their walk before God. How much more is this true today, for the fulness of grace and truth has come out in Gods beloved Son, and the mind of God is fully made known as to how He would have those to walk who have received His grace and truth! The Lord Jesus is the true Moses, and every Christian would admit that if we followed His lead we should move in accord with the mind of God. 

    Then Aaron represents priestly leadership, and this suggests a provision for infirmity on the side of the people. Every Israelite ought to have felt that Aaron could be sympathetic with him in his weakness, but that Aaron also represented him in the most blessed way in the presence of God, according to Gods thoughts of His people as they were known in the holy place. Aaron was a reminder to the people that they needed a priest on account of their weakness, but that God had provided a priest who could represent them before Him according to the fulness of His own thoughts, and thus apart from the infirmity which was in themselves. So that Aarons leadership was in relation to approach to God; and Christ is our Leader in this priestly way. He is a sympathetic Priest in regard to our actual condition in weakness here, but we are never disconnected in His heart from what we are in the full height of our calling. He is before the face of God for us in heaven itself, and In Him we stand, a heavenly band, 
Where He Himself is gone. (12:2)
 

    What leadership there is in this to lead us to draw nigh to God For the nearer we get to our blessed Priest the more we realise how wonderful is our place with God. The leading is divinely perfect, though gracious movements in our hearts are needed in order that we may follow it. 

    Such movements are seen, typically, in Miriam. She represents what is feminine in character; that is, the subjective or responsive side of our relations with God. And Miriam answered them, Sing to Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea, Exodus 15: 21. There is a leadership of this kind; it is found in the ability which the people of God have, through grace, to take up and respond to the great actings of God for them. It is set forth in all true Christian hymns, and in every spiritual utterance of praise in the assembly. We should pay attention to all divine leading of this kind. It is an essential part of what God has provided for us. 

    Then, in this retrospect of Jehovahs ways with His people, He passes on to the end of the wilderness. My people remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, from Shittim unto Gilgal, that ye may know the righteousness of Jehovah, verse 5. There is great teaching in the fact that Balaam answered Balak at the end of the wilderness journey, because it showed that Jehovah had the last word. We know what their history had been, but having beheld the serpent of brass, and come to the well and sung to it, they could be viewed as Gods elect, and His righteousness could be known in their blessing in spite of all that had come out in themselves. There was one who consulted to curse them, but Jehovah provided an answer by speaking of the sanctification, the justification, and the beauty of His people. And his righteousness came out in His doing so. The plural, righteousnesses, is used, as often in Hebrew, to intensify the thought. God has a righteous ground on which to identify His redeemed people with the One on whom they have believed, and with all the results of the redemption which that blessed One has accomplished. His own righteousness is made known in this. Paul teaches this; he is the only one who teaches that the righteousness of God is by faith of Jesus Christ, and that it is upon all those who believe. Gods righteousness is now a revealed and manifested thing; Romans 1: 17; Romans 3: 21. When the saints are glorified it will be seen that they have become Gods righteousness in Christ, and this on the ground that He has been made sin for them; 2 Corinthians 5: 21. 

    Pauls great desire, towards the end of his course, was to gain Christ, and to be found in Him, not having his own righteousness, which would be on the principle of law, but that righteousness which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God though faith; Philippians 3: 9. Gods righteousness holds the saints on the ground of redemption to be sanctified in Christ Jesus, and to be justified in Christ, and to have life in Christ Jesus. When we see that we are sanctified, and justified, and have life in Gods anointed Man, we understand that Gods righteousness is a matter of pure grace acting through redemption for His own glory. 

    It is evident that if this is so the thought of doing anything to improve ones status with God drops out altogether; see verses 6 and 7. Nothing that we could bring or do could add one jot or tittle to the clearing away of our sin, or to our acceptance with God. All that God requires of us is reduced to three simple elements; to do justly, and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with thy God, verse 8. The whole life of piety is summed up in these three things. Nothing but the action of our own will can ever deprive us of the peace and happiness which are found by those who, under the influence of grace, move on this line. Verses 4 and 5 show what grace has done for us. It has freed us from every kind of bondage or uncertainty as to the terms on which God is with us, so that in simplicity and liberty we may do what is right, and love goodness (or mercy) and walk humbly with our God. The practical power of grace is seen in our being delivered from evil so that we have nothing to do but to go on with what is good. 

    Jehovahs voice crieth unto the city, and wisdom looketh on thy name, verse 9. Whether God speaks in grace or in government He addresses Himself to that which is responsible before Him. Wisdom will come to light by regarding His name, and what is due to it. If His revealed grace does not affect His people, or bring forth its normal fruits, the rod of His corrective discipline will be appointed to do its work with them. His government cannot be trifled with, or escaped from. This comes out in a solemn way in the rest of the chapter. 

  
    MICAH 6 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Micah 6: 1 - 8

    QuesHow would you account for the extraordinary change in expression in verse 1 of this chapter? 

    CACHe comes back to deal with the moral state of the people. The previous chapter is prophetic and looks on to the end of His ways and Messiahs ways, making them victorious over all their enemies, and setting aside in them all that was natural and human. That finishes that section of the prophecy  the ultimate triumph of God in the blessing of His people. First He uses them as dew, then as judgment. 

    This chapter deals with their moral state, and He shows He has a controversy with His people. It is humbling to think of it, but the matter of controversy is rather a strange one. It is not their behaviour towards Him, but His behaviour towards them that is the controversy. And He says in verse 3, O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me. He assumes His people would not have turned away from Him without cause, and He wants to know what it is. Tell me, have I done anything that you do not like? What have I done wrong? It is a very touching appeal; there is something pathetic about it. It is extraordinary that God should take such ground with a creature. 

    RemHe tells them what He has done. 

    CACHe condescends to go over all His ways with them, to remind them that all through from Egypt to the end of the wilderness He had not omitted to do a single thing that was favourable to them; so they really had no ground of complaint. Gods people often turn aside and seek their comfort and happiness somewhere else. It is as much as to say God has displeased us. 

    RemIt shows He has very sensitive feelings. 

    CACYes, He cannot bear that His people should think badly of Him; that is what it amounts to. He would even remind us of how He has taken us up, and it would settle a thousand questions if we just kept before its that we are a redeemed people. In His redemption certainly He had triumphed gloriously and He had secured a people for Himself in His own way. 

    QuesWhy does it bring in the mountains and hills in verses 1 and 2? 

    CACHe wants them all to know if His people have a complaint against Him. If they have, He would like it publicly known. God regards it as a public matter, He would like all the universe to know about it. 

    RemThat the world may know that ... thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me. 

    CACThe world is to know it. 

    Gods people as a whole are very weak as to redemption, and that lies at the bottom of the secret of a great deal of departure. 

    QuesWill you say what redemption is? 

    CACWell, that God has undertaken at His own cost to secure His people for Himself in a way suitable to Himself, in a way in which there is no flaw nor defect. He brought them out of the house of bondage by the death of Christ. 

    Redemption is an accomplished reality; God has taken His people out of the world by the blood of Christ for Himself. 

    And there is no flaw in redemption and no flaw in the results of it. So in Romans the apostle dwells on certain divine facts, really the fruit of redemption; and we have to accept those facts. 

    RemHebrews 9: 12 speaks of Christ having found an eternal redemption, in a general sense. 

    CACYes, it is redemption in itself, the actual thing in itself. All Gods dealings with a lost world must be on the ground of redemption. God undertakes to secure things, to secure His people for Himself on the ground of redemption. 

    RemRedemption is for God and salvation for us, as you sometimes say. 

    CACYes, I think it is true, and certain great fruits result. Look at 1 Corinthians 1: 30, 31 as an illustration of it. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption; that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in the Lord, that is God, Lord being the word used for Jehovah. So even of the saints in Corinth (and they were far from being right) he makes this statement without any qualification. It does not at all alter the fact that they were in Christ Jesus, who has been made unto us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption, and the work of God in the souls of saints progresses on that ground, because there is no flaw to it. Well, all eternity will not add one jot or tittle to redemption. After I have spent ages in eternity, it will not have less value then than now. It is just as great for one of us as for Paul or John. 

    He goes over it. It is a thing we have to accept and learn, that God has taken us out of the world and bondage, and put us in His own power and grace in Christ  it is the fruit of redemption. And all the blessings we have must be the fruit of redemption, and if I have anything that is not the fruit of redemption, the sooner I throw it away the better; it is rubbish. To get hold of that gives a great sense of liberty with God, and it makes the thoughts of God extremely valuable to us. We are apt to slip away from the thought of redemption and then we get feeble and dissatisfied with God, as if somehow He had failed to do His best for us. All murmuring and complaining comes from a lack of the knowledge of redemption. 

    QuesWhy is it put, house of bondage? 

    CACI suppose in contrast to His own house; Gods house is a house of liberty. 

    RemLet my son go, that he may serve me. 

    CACLiberty is really the fruit of redemption and it is liberty really to be for God, they had not to think for a minute of anything else. As a redeemed people that is all we have to think of, to serve the One who has set us up in Christ and given us the Spirit. 

    In redemption we have the complete thing, though in one sense we do not have it complete till we get our glorified bodies, the result of redemption. It has helped me to see that the fruit of redemption must be complete, and if Christians are unsatisfied and complaining there is some defect in their knowledge of redemption. So it is important to understand where redemption has put us  in Christ Jesus. It is all in Gods anointed Man  not a single bit is attached to me, but it is attached to Christ, and I get it in Christ. It is a most satisfying thing. I come into things as in Christ, knowing that not one attaches to me, but I get them all in Christ. 

    God effects redemption and then He provides leadership, and the leadership is perfect  Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, that is the character of the leadership. They could not really complain of that. You see, the mediator was very near to God, so that there was the effulgence of God in his face, so he was well qualified to give the people a divine lead at every point in the wilderness. And God has provided us with a true Mediator who is perfectly acquainted with God and with His mind, so if I go wrong it is by neglecting the perfect leadership provided. 

    RemHebrews 3: 1, Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus (cf. Moses and Aaron). 

    CACUnder the lordship of Christ we are instructed in all the mind of God. I Corinthians is wonderful in instructing us in that; and the leadership is as perfect as the redemption. We should not perhaps quite have thought of Aaron leading. He leads in a priestly way. He was a wonderful priest to represent every Israelite in the sanctuary  all his infirmities would make him glad of the priest. Moses lays down the law, You must do it, however you feel; Aaron says, You are a poor weak people, I must support you. The two sides go on and the two thoughts are never separated, the provision in the priest for the weakness of the people, and all the blessed things of God. We need the priest whenever we come together for the service of God. He knows when we feel poorly, and when we get there the priest comes in to support us. We shall not want any priest in heaven, the priest always suggests some kind of infirmity in those that approach. There is leading in that  everything to encourage us. It is a strange controversy. 

    Miriam gives a lead, and she represents the feminine subjective side; she could sing. The hymn book represents Miriam to us. It is a good thing to get a hymn that is purified, because a wrong hymn gives a wrong lead. 

    Now, God says, have you any complaint about redemption? Where did Moses lead you wrong? God is raising that question with us, Have you anything to complain of? Then at the very end of the wilderness when you would think they had behaved so badly that God might have thrown them overboard  You have been stiffnecked since I knew you, Moses said. God said, You are justified and set up in spiritual beauty, and He says, That is my righteousness. We should have said, mercy  no! it is the righteousness of Jehovah; that is, God has the last word. And God will place His people in all this value of redemption eternally. Israel got away from everything God cherished in His heart for them, but God did not get away, and He reminded them of it. 

    QuesWhy is it Gilgal and not in the land? (verse 5). 

    CACHe only goes as far as Gilgal. He only contemplates His people in the wilderness, only looks at them in the wilderness as chosen in Christ, as redeemed, and having the Spirit, because they had come to the brazen serpent and the springing well, and even when we have exposed all we are, God says, That has not altered My thoughts one bit. This encourages holiness. The more I see Gods thoughts about me, the more I feel I must be a separate, holy man. It might make me careless, you say. It never does. God has a righteous ground on which all these things are true, so Paul at the end of his course says, I am looking to be found in Him, not looking to have my righteousness but the righteousness of God through faith. He was looking to be found in a righteousness in which there was no vestige of himself at all; Paul was looking for it. If we drop down from these thoughts, what we come to is something that is of the miserableness of man. The saints will be found in the grace of Another, the fruits of the righteousness of God. Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become Gods righteousness in him (2 Corinthians 5: 21). That is the full result in glory, so these things are not elementary things, because redemption takes in the whole glorified condition; and what goes into that scene of glory is what is in Christ, nothing else goes in. 

    QuesIs it not entered into now? 

    CACIt is being reached, Gods ministry of the word is leading to bring us all into it. How few believers know they are in Christ. They know their sins put away, that God is good and favourable to them, will comfort them in sorrow, help them in difficulty and presently bring them to heaven, but people may have all that without knowing they are in Christ. You cannot say anything better of any saint than that he is in Christ; when you have said that you have said everything. So when that is taken in, it is impossible to think of doing anything or giving anything to improve our state with God. Nothing in earth or heaven could possibly improve it. Legality centres in self, grace centres in Christ. 

    All God wants is three things, To do justly, and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with thy God. It is the summing up of the whole fruit of grace seen practically in these things. It makes the christian life very simple, does it not?  to do justly and love goodness and then walk humbly with thy God. I have nothing else to do but that, and it is perfect happiness; and nothing can hinder me from doing what is right except my own will, so it is just as well to discard the element that hinders. 

    We could easily have a dozen readings on these verses and then we should not get all out of them. We have to put all these things together, redemption, the leaders and every challenge on the part of Gods elect answered. Those, God says, are My thoughts. Then as to practical life we are to do what is right, to love goodness and walk humbly with our God. It all applies just as much to us as ever it did to Israel. 

    RemOfferings are mentioned with a sense that they do not add to the redemption of Gods people one bit. 

    CACFrom the point of view of this chapter He does not want them. They do not improve a mans relations with God. 

  
    MICAH 6 AND 7 (JND 38)

    Micah 6; Micah 7

    These two last chapters are a moral address or confession  the whole moral history of Israel till they bow under the chastisement of God. The grace and presence of Christ brought out the full iniquity of chapter 7: 6. This forces the Remnant to look to the Lord as an only resource, and bow until He pleads  the only thing, if in anything fallen, we have to do. 

    Babylon bears a prominent place here; see verse 10, where we find this same cry of Psalm 42 and Psalm 43, compare also chapter 4: 9, 10. 

  
    LEADERSHIP (JT 79)

    Psalm 107:7; Psalm 77:20; Micah 6:4; Psalm 78:70 - 72

    I have in mind to occupy us with leadership, but particularly in view of the end of it, that is the city of habitation. The reference to it in Scripture helps to give lustre to the subject on the journey to it. God would set before us, especially young christians, an end to be desired, in calling us out of the world. It is said that those of old who were called out might have returned had they been so minded; but they were not so minded, they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly, so that it is said, God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city (Hebrews 11:16). That thought is never lost sight of in the Scriptures; the Psalms take it up, particularly the last book, a book that has the city in view, a book which contains the songs of degrees, of ascent, as if those who had the city before them are buoyant and not mournful. If they are in Babylon they are mournful, they hang their harps on the willows, refusing to gratify the natural mind with the songs of Zion. The natural mind of man is not to be gratified with these holy songs. The songs of Zion belong to Zion, they only fit there; and this book of the Psalms contemplates that there are those who had been in Babylon, but who are now on their way to Zion. They are on their way to Jerusalem, a city of habitation. 

    Hence the significance of the thought in Psalm 107, reverting back to the early history of Gods people, and indeed, the early history of us all; for God does go back to our early days, and would encourage us to go back to them. Sometimes they are humiliating, as they verily are if we look at our own ways, but if we think of God, what He has been to us, they occasion encouragement. The book of Deuteronomy, for instance, from the pen of the great mediator, views what their history had been, but after they themselves had received and recognised the Spirit typically they move forward until they reach Pisgah, which looks over the surface of the waste (Numbers 21:20). That is, they would recall what God had been to them, and also as it says, what God had wrought in them. The work of God is a very great matter with Him. He indicates that He takes it on piece by piece, in the first chapter of Genesis, pronouncing on every days work. And we may be sure, dear brethren, that it is not written in regard of the physical creation alone, but that He alludes to His work in our souls, going on daily, bit by bit, as we might say. God works thus; He would come down to our way of teaching so as to draw us to Him, that is, to show us what He does, working graciously with us; and so, as we review our history, we say, What hath God wrought!. It magnifies God in our eyes, and reduces us in ourselves, because we are confident that all is of God, every bit of work is of God, it is His. So that in regard of Israel and Jacob, that is, Israel viewed from the spiritual side, and Jacob from the responsible side, viewing them in both ways it is said, What hath God wrought!. So we get a volume of praise in this last book of Psalms, ever swelling and swelling in the sense of what God is, until we reach the last psalm in which all His works praise Him, and Let everything that hath breath praise Jah ... !. That is the great end, dear brethren. 

    Now you can see how the thought of the city of habitation is introduced. The dire necessity of the saints, of His people, is in view in this first Psalm of the book, the 107th  and there is no one who honestly reviews his own history but will say amen to what is said in this psalm. In dire distress and extremity we cry to the Lord and He comes in in every instance; 

    He never fails to come in and lift us out of our trouble when we genuinely cry to Him; and what is in mind is a volume of praise, Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!. It says they wandered in a desert land, I suppose the allusion would be to Israel during their thirty-eight years of wandering. Wandering is not a word that properly belongs to faith; faith is definite, wandering is indefinite. For thirty-eight years or more, they wandered aimlessly, as I might say, and God followed them. Of course He took them out of Egypt, as He says here, but then how much wandering came in, and how much there is amongst the people of God today. Young people think nothing of taking positions for the mere sake of some monetary gain, with no regard for the city of habitation, with no regard for the thoughts of God. James 4:15 says, If the Lord should so will and we should live, we will also do this or that. There is dignity in that: if the Lord ... so will and then if we should live, that is another dignified thing. But it is otherwise very often and young people arrive at dire distress in this way. But God is faithful, in His public ways with us; that is in Corinthians: He is faithful, and He finds us. You will all remember how Hagar fled from Sarah when Sarah oppressed her; but still she was her mistress, and it was the household of faith, whatever Sarah was as a mistress. She fled from Sarah, and the angel of the Lord finds her, that is the faithfulness of God, a very important thing for young people. He finds her, and she had to retrace her steps; it is through her that we first get the thought of a well, for God is very tender with His people, especially the young. However little she regarded it, still it was divine consideration for her, and she returned. She says, Thou God seest me (Genesis 16:13): that is, we get experience in these cases. 

    So here it says, He delivered them out of their distresses, and he led them forth by a right way. Doubtless their experience had brought them to this. God allows us considerable rope in our self-will, but He knows when we have come to the end of it, and we are then amenable to be led. Think of God leading His people! The general principle is that He led them, and then follows, that they might go. That indeed is the general principle underlying christianity, and the position of Gods people here  I come under control, I am amenable. The working out of it is seen in Romans and Corinthians: we come under divine control. These epistles are governed by the leadership of Christ; the Spirit comes into them, of course, but the leadership of Christ is a leading feature. We are led forth into a right way (it may be there are those here who have not yet come into this way)  we become accustomed to it. Then it says, that they might go to a city of habitation, that is, you have a definite end in view, that you might go to a city of habitation, where you find inhabitants who are not lawless. There is no difficulty in finding those who are lawless, nor a lawless city; it is an age of cities. There never has been such an age of cities as the present, but to find a city of habitation according to God, that is a great matter! It may be there are those here who have not found it  most of us have. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together, not a city spreading out into suburbs where the boundaries cannot be determined, but a city compact together. In other words, it is the assembly, those that walk in that light, governed by this principle; living not only individually, as in Romans, but living in relation to others who live, in relation to those who understand city boundaries, who understand what belongs to a city, the city of God. That is the thing, dear brethren, at the present time. That they might go to a city of habitation; the inhabitants are living. Romans, as I said, is the foundation, a foundational epistle in this respect, and Corinthians works out the thought of a city in its external features; there are the inhabitants. The prophets are full of the thought of inhabitants of Jerusalem. They have a distinctive character. It is for us to accustom ourselves to the thought, because the Spirit of God, in the writings of John in the last days, has opened up to us a wonderful city of habitation. There is the most perfect order; it is where the Lord God and the Lamb are; there is no distance there. How attractive that is! Gods wonderful thoughtfulness for us, to open up to us what meets the most excessive desire, for God will satisfy the desire of every living thing; He will open it up for us to receive, that we may go to it. So that Romans and Corinthians help us as to what is foundational and what involves the public order; and the epistles, Colossians, Ephesians and Philippians furnish us with the inhabitants. So that you find love in Colossians, the love which ye have towards all the saints (chapter 1:4)  that is the thought. You want people to love; there is love in a universal way, but love in a particular way too; that is to say, you will be loved. The Lord Jesus would say to you, I love you, and gave Myself for you; you will be singled out; at the same time, I love the assembly and gave Myself for it. It is the realm of love, the inhabitants are formed in love, and formed in intelligence too. This is most attractive for us, that they might go to a city of habitation. We are to be assured that God goes to the greatest pains to lead us, so that we might go. He loves to see us going according to intelligence. He says in Matthew 11:28, Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. That is the end of chapter 11; then in the beginning of chapter 12 He went on the sabbath through the corn fields, and His disciples with Him, and they took the corn and rubbed it in their hands, and ate it. Now that is a principle we want to notice, going beyond what the Lord did, for that was what He had in mind; it was cutting across current religious sentiment and order. He intends that, and He looks to His own to pursue that way  there is much beyond. The corn was there, and they took it and ate it, and that was exactly what He wanted; that is what underlies christianity, the way is indicated, and then the saints are to walk in it. As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God (Romans 8:14). He that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life (John 8:12). I see the working of the Spirit of God in righteousness and life, and I want to have the light of life. The Lord has inaugurated that; what the Holy Spirit is doing here is to maintain that, and I walk in that way, in the light of life. It is a dignity set before us, and we reach the end  the city; the city is eternal, I get to that. I begin to understand what that is, and to look for it and find it amongst the brethren, a city of habitation. 

    Now in the second scripture, Psalm 77, much is said there about the way of Jehovah in the sanctuary and in the sea, and in the great waters, that which is outside the range of the natural mind. No natural mind can find that way, where the lions whelps have not trodden; it is for faith. Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. That is a very beautiful thought, and very different from what we get in Psalm 107, where they wandered ... in a desert way. I can picture to myself Israel straggling through the wilderness all those years, death all around them; it was the very opposite to this living state of things. Not that God was not with them in His mercy and grace through Moses and Aaron, but now He leads them like a flock. 

    The suggestion is not of a straggling lot of sheep exposed to the wolves, but of an ordered state of things, a flock. If one had time to open up the passage in John 10 we would see the force of it, what the flock is; but all I wish to note now is Moses and Aaron have one hand, the hand of Moses and Aaron. That is, God is doing the work, it is done in sympathy and authority, the authority and sympathy of the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus (Hebrews 3:1). Moses is the man who tells us what to do, and he tells us with authority as supported by the power of God. Are we stronger than he?, Paul says, Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? (1 Corinthians 10:22). No, we cannot disregard His authority, maybe He will not let us, but still Aaron is there, suggestive of the vast sympathy of Christ. He can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities (Hebrews 4:15). He will go to any length if it be a question of infirmity, mental or physical or whatever it may be, but in no sense will He allow the will; He has got a way of dealing with that. Are we stronger than he?, says the apostle. It is by the hand, as if it were the one idea of Moses and Aaron, the perfect combination of authority and sympathy. If we look into the epistles, especially Corinthians, we shall see that is exactly the blend. We have the apostle with authority, and the brother Aaron, Aaron is the brother, so they are led like a flock. How important that is, dear brethren, especially for the young ones in local gatherings, to move in that orderly way, not a straggling independent way which exposes us to the enemy, but as held like a flock under the hand, that blessed hand of Jesus  for that is the suggestion in the hand of Moses and Aaron. They are perfectly combined in Christ who is the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. 

    Now what links on very beautifully with that, to my mind, is the reference in Micah 6:4. Moses was sent before the people. I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. I want to dwell, dear brethren, on that combination now, Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. They are sent before. What I understand is, that these three persons were set up of God and wonderfully disciplined secretly. They are not taken on in service till a considerable age, Moses perhaps eighty years of age, Aaron eighty-three, and Miriam over ninety. That is the combination that is set before us. When God brings them forward and sends them before the people, it is not a question of a public position in front of the camp. That is not the idea. It is what they were before; they were there before, and they come out into prominence and prominence is needed. It is a question for all time, dear brethren, there are those whom God disciplines secretly, and no one is of any use save as he is in that school. It was an eighty-years matter. God is very particular when it is a question of putting before the saints those who are to be models for them, those sent before. Look at this child Moses; his history from his infancy till he was eighty years is given in the book of Exodus. Then we have forty years more of his life, until he finishes in the most marvellous way in Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy is really the man  what the man was. The book apparently was written by Moses when he was 119 years old or more; almost at the end of his life he wrote that wonderful book. It is a question of the man; that is what enters into what the Spirit of God says here; he was sent before the people. He stands before us, dear brethren, as a model. Then Aaron comes in, as I said, at eighty-three years of age, after his secret history with God. God says of him to Moses, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother?. Who is this Aaron the Levite? A man who had great faith in God; God is going to make him honoured before the people, He is going to be sent before His people. All the secret dealings of God with him in those years are that he may acquire a title. It is not Aaron a Levite, but Aaron the Levite, a word for every one who serves  he is thy brother. He is thy brother, you can trust him to do his best for you. That is what every servant ought to be, a brother to the saints. Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother?, the Lord said to Moses. And what will he do? He comes to meet you, and when he sees you he will be glad in his heart. That is what every levite is if he is truly a levite, truly a brother, he loves the saints, he lays down his life for them  that is the principle. Of course, one would have to admit much as to these men, but I am speaking now of what God does for His people, so that they might have a trio like this before their eyes, fruits of the handiwork of God. That is what these three persons became as they are led and developed under the secret hand of God. Now they appear in the full view of Israel, Moses first, then Aaron, then Miriam. 

    Now this is a word for the sisters. Let us not forget that they also are to be leaders; they are to be led and they are to lead. Sisters lead in the sense of being examples. Nothing can be more important than sisterly example. How important that they should set a right example! The first epistle to Timothy speaks much of sisters; and in Titus, the elder women are to teach the young ones; they are to be before their eyes, yet they are to stand in relation to Moses and Aaron, so to speak; they are not to be independent. Miriam is not mentioned very often in Scripture; there is relatively very little mention of her; it is the fact that she was a sister of these great men that brings her into prominence. One mention of her is in the case of wrongdoing; that is a warning for sisters; she envied Moses and spake against him, a sorrowful matter! But I speak now, of what the Spirit of God has in mind in a trio like Moses, Aaron and Miriam, sent before the brethren, 

    before the sisters, I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

    Well now, the first mention we get of Miriam by name is in Exodus 15, and she had influence with the other sisters. One might say much about the prophetesses of Scripture; one has indeed spoken of them; but what is to be said about Miriam shows that she had influence with the other sisters in Israel, they followed her. It says, Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took the tambour in her hand, and all the women went out after her with tambours and with dances (Exodus 15:20). A very fine example as representing the sisterly side! And when I say the sisterly side, I have in mind the subjective state of the saints, that which is connected with the interests of the young and of all, what there is for God in that sense. So that you find in a house like that of Philip the evangelist four daughters that prophesied. They are brought in as Paul is journeying to Jerusalem; what an atmosphere would mark that house! It is a question of that kind of thing amongst us, dear brethren, as outstanding, for it is a question of going before. They are there before, as it were; God sent them before. So if a sister prophesies or prays, there is much said about it, and what is said about the order is intended to tax her spirituality. We shall never come to the end of that passage in 1 Corinthians 11, but it is to tax our spirituality, as to whether we are subject, as to whether we are ready to go out of the way in the disregard of natural things; otherwise the spirit of prophecy is beclouded. 

    Now finally David, in the last scripture, is taken from the sheep-folds, from following the ewes great with young; it is a matter of looking after the young. David is marked by that, he leads them into what is spiritual. That contemplates headship, the kind of thing that God has in mind, that He has provided for them. They are in the city of habitation; that is marked by headship. David represents that side. Headship is very little understood, not that I am assuming that there are not those who know it, but it is very little understood by us generally; but that is what David represents. Moses hardly represents it, though he comes very near to it in Deuteronomy, for Israel is to go to the city of habitation, but it took hundreds of years for them to reach that city, and it is David who secures the city for them. It is he that had the thought of it and secured it; he took the head of Goliath to Jerusalem; he went there himself, and took the stronghold of Zion. That is to say, it is typically Christ laying hold of the hearts of the saints, of their intelligence  that is the idea. And David ... called it the city of David, a very great thought. We belong to the city of God, but then it is the heavenly side that we are called to, where the inhabitants are heavenly, not only risen with Christ, great thought as that is, for christianity is not merely based on the resurrection of Christ, but on Christ in heaven. Hence He is the pattern of the heavenly saints, such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones (1 Corinthians 15:48). How great a thought that is: the inhabitants are heavenly! Hence we are not only raised up with Christ, as Colossians 2:12 says, raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead, it is a question of faith there, but in Ephesians 2:6 the point is, He has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies. I love the saints, that is the idea: I would not be there without them. The Spirit of God so works in me, the saints become so much to me, that I would not be there without them! So we are raised up together, and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. How great that thought is! Well, that is the idea of the city of habitation, and David is the head. It says that he fed them according to the integrity of his heart, and led them by the skilfulness of his hands: he is a type of Christ. As the apostle says, To know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God (Ephesians 3:19). That is what is in mind. That is what God is working for, to lead us in on those lines to a city of habitation, where the inhabitants are all heavenly. What associations, what neighbours, what persons to associate with! There is only one street mentioned in the heavenly city, showing that we are all of the same kind; there is no West-end, so to speak, nor East-end in that city! No streets for the rich and streets for the poor; no, we are all there in the dignity of firstborn ones, the assembly of the firstborn who are registered in heaven (Hebrews 12:23). The word is plural, it means we are all firstborn, alluding to the Levites, so that we are inhabitants all equal in dignity and nearness to God and to Christ. We are to become accustomed to all this now in our associations; it is not to be new to us. We are brought to the assembly, to the saints viewed as heavenly; that is the companionship that God opens up to us. So that David fed them according to the integrity of his heart, and led them by the skilfulness of his hands. It is all a question of headship. 
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    MICAH 7 - THE EXERCISES AND DELIVERANCE OF THE REMNANT (CAC 8)

    Micah 7

    What Jehovah had done for His people at the beginning of their history came before us in chapter 6, but they had turned away from Him, and came under His rod of chastisement. If a remnant was to be secured for Him after all the failure it must be through conscience work which rightly felt the state of departure, accompanied by faith of heart which counted on Him to come in for those who looked to Him. They had to come back to all that was made known typically at the beginning of their history. The very departure provided occasion for Jehovah to come in and show His people marvellous things. But the way must be prepared for this by much exercise on their part, and this is brought out in chapter 7. So that this chapter is peculiarly instructive for us who are at the end of the assembly period; a period marked by as great departure as was ever seen in Israel. 

    The prophet is seen here as representative of the godly remnant, feeling keenly the terrible state of those amongst whom he served. This exercise marked all the prophets, and it finds expression in many of the Psalms. The sorrows and distresses of those who feared Jehovah were largely occasioned by the presence and conduct of those who were in the place of privilege as Jehovahs people, but whose hearts were far from Him. This exercise is always present with us. It was a deep grief to Paul to have to say of those who were in the Christian profession, all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ. And, again, Many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ ... who mind earthly things. We have only to read 2 Timothy, 2 Peter, and Jude to see what Scripture has said about the present state of things. The language is as severe as anything the Old Testament prophets said about Israel. 

    The effect of all this is to isolate anyone who really fears God from the state of things which surrounds Him, and to shut him up to God. He comes to realise that nobody can be trusted. The best of them is a briar; the most upright worse than a thorn-fence, verse 4. If you cannot put confidence in a familiar friend, or in your dearest relation (verse 5), where can your resource be? You must turn wholly to God. But as for me, I will look unto Jehovah; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me, verse 7. The more evil I see around me the more I am shut up to God: this is the great exercise of the Psalms on the moral side; it is a detaching and sanctifying exercise. In an evil day it is impossible to find a divine path without taking it up. 

    But there is something even more deadly than bad conduct. There is an enemy (verse 8) ready to rejoice over the sorrows and failures of the one who has been isolated by his distress at the prevalent evil, ready to rejoice even in what such a one suffers under Gods chastening hand. The word enemy is feminine, and she is spoken of in verse 10 as her and she. It is well known that in Scripture a woman often represents a system of things, as, for example, Hagar and Sarah, or the harlot of Revelation 17, or the Lambs wife of chapter 21. Perhaps the female enemy of Micah 7: 8 refers prophetically to the apostate Jews who in the last days will seek to ingratiate themselves with Antichrist. They will go to the king with ointments (Isaiah 57: 9), but they will taunt and persecute those who fear Jehovah and cherish His promises. They will say, Where is Jehovah thy God (verse 10), just as the chief priests said of Christ upon the cross, He trusted upon God; let him save him now if he will have him, Matthew 27: 43. There may be circumstances in which God does not seem to come in on behalf of His suffering saints, and the enemy will taunt them with it. The tried saints in Smyrna had to bear the railing of those who say that they themselves are Jews, and are not, but a synagogue of Satan, Revelation 2: 9. And this synagogue of Satan appears also in connection with the assembly in Philadelphia (Revelation 3: 9); it evidently represents traditional and ceremonial religion, an imitation of Judaism, but really of Satan. 

    But while the prophet recognises the presence and tauntings of the enemy he goes on with his own exercises. He cannot meet the taunts of the enemy by setting up to be anything but one who has fallen (verse 8); if he has arisen after falling it is surely by mercy alone! And he says further, When I sit in darkness, Jehovah shall be a light unto me. He is like the one spoken of in Isaiah 50: 10, but he confides in the name of Jehovah, and stays himself upon his God. He is not out of the darkness yet, but he knows he will be. He has not yet seen the great light of Jehovah having become Man, and accomplishing redemption, but he is assured that Jehovah will be light for him. He is cast down, but hoping in God. This is far better than walking in the light of sparks of his own kindling. But it is not the Christian position. The New Testament never speaks of one who has peace with God sitting in darkness. What we have before us here in verses 8 and 9 is the exercise of an upright soul who looks only to God, but he does not yet know Gods righteousness; he is looking forward to beholding it. He says, I will bear the indignation of Jehovah, for I have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light: I shall behold his righteousness, verse 9. He does not yet know the righteousness of Jehovah as spoken of in chapter 6: 5, but he is assured that he will be brought to the light of it. Many sincere souls are practically in this state, but it is because they are not yet really in the light of Christ and the glad tidings. The exercise of looking only to God is good, but to close our eyes to the light which He has now caused to shine for us is not good. 

    The glad tidings of the grace of God gives us to know that God has pleaded our cause, and executed judgment for us. He has brought us to the light that we might behold His righteousness. That righteousness was borne witness to by the law and the prophets; this very scripture bears witness to it. But it was something to be looked forward to then, and it will be something for the remnant of Israel to look forward to until Jehovah brings them forth to the light of Christ and the new covenant, but that righteousness is now revealed and manifested. Redemption has been accomplished, and the mercy-seat set forth in all the value of the blood of Christ. We are brought to the full light of Gods righteousness as being upon us, and this by infinite grace. This really qualifies us to receive the Spirit, and to take our place in Gods assembly. 

    This is suggested in verse 11, where we read of the day when thy walls shall be built. This is clearly collective, for walls have reference to a city. This gives great enlargement. Down to this point the exercise has been an individual one until the soul is brought to behold Gods righteousness. But now those delivered are to be put together in a city, and the established limit recedes. If the limit recedes there is clearly more room; there is enlargement, and a centre to which those scattered can come. I think it means that all who have had similar exercises to the prophet can now draw together in separation from what is evil, and in the comfort of Gods light and righteousness. Gods city thought is secured thus, even though the land, speaking of the general state of His people, is desolate because of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings, verse 13. It is a beautiful suggestion of what Jehovah will make available for the remnant before the kingdom or the house are publicly established. And it is not less a divine encouragement for us who find ourselves in very similar conditions at the end of our dispensation. 

    Jehovahs rod is not here (verse 14) the rod of correction, but the shepherd rod for the feeding of His people, the flock of thine inheritance. How surely He may be trusted to feed those who are brought together by moving on the lines of the exercises seen in this chapter! Though the flock is not seen in Jerusalem, but as dwelling alone in the forest. They are still in the outside position publicly, but grace makes it a Carmel, a fruitful field. 

    Then Jehovah declares what He will do for them. As in the days of thy coming forth out of the land of Egypt, will I show them marvellous things, verse 15. He begins, as it were, afresh with them on the ground of His original thoughts. He does not go into what He will show them, but He describes the effect which it will have upon the nations when they see it; verses 16,17. Millennial circumstances are not brought in here, but something which is morally greater. The remnant celebrates God as known in forgiveness. Verses 18 and 19 enlarge upon this. He does not speak here of the house or the kingdom, but of their delight in God Himself as known according to the new covenant. They are brought to Him morally as knowing His forgiveness. This gives perfect liberty to approach Him, and it is powerful leverage in the heart to do so, for the one who has been forgiven much loves much. Those who are not free to approach do not really know the forgiveness that is in the heart of God for them. It would appeal to us very powerfully if we understood that forgiveness is in the heart of God because He wants us to be near Him without a shade of reserve, and in perfect liberty. It is because He loves that He forgives, and He does it righteously because Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 1 Peter 3: 18. 

    This, if truly known, will powerfully affect us in our feelings as to any who may, in some small way, have trespassed against God. Yet He has in love forgiven us, and He now gives us the privilege sometimes of forgiving others as He has also in Christ forgiven us; Ephesians 4: 32. Indeed, if we do not forgive men their offences, our Father in His government of His family will not forgive ours. The Lords words are very explicit, And when ye stand praying, forgive if ye have anything against any one, Mark 11: 25. It is what you are to do in the presence of your Father without question as to whether the offender has repented or not. It is the state of our own hearts that He is concerned about. The creditor in making a release (Deuteronomy 15) acted like God, whether His debtor appreciated it or not. Of course one who has sinned ought to repent, and will never be right until he does, but nothing is more likely to break him down and to bring him to confess his wrong than a spirit of forgiveness in the heart of the one against whom he has sinned. 

    When God is known in forgiveness the ground is clear for Him to fulfil all His promises. Thou wilt perform truth to Jacob, loving-kindness to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers, from the days of old, verse 20. The outlook of all the prophets is earthly blessing as the fulfilment of promise, but sins on the part of the people of God morally barred the way to this. God removes that barrier by forgiveness founded on a propitiation which He Himself has provided in love; see 1 John 4: 10. All the sins of His people are cast into the depths of the sea. His course is now clear to fulfil all His promises. Jacob has particularly in view the earthly seed, but Abraham, who was told to look toward the heavens (Genesis 15: 5), brings in the thought of a heavenly seed. Saints of the assembly have their blessing, not only according to promise, but according to Gods eternal purpose in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  
    MICAH 7 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Micah 7: 7 - 20

    CACLast week we saw how Jehovah reminded His backsliding people of His ways of grace with them and that He looked for fruit, for them to take up this doing justly and loving goodness and walking humbly with their God. If grace does not bring forth this fruit, His chastening rod comes into action and the people have to suffer under His government for their grievous departure. In chapter 7 the prophet becomes the representative of the remnant that Jehovah would secure for Himself and whose sin and iniquity He would pardon and on whose behalf He would carry out His promises. In this chapter we get the exercises of the godly remnant and the deliverance in which they result. 

    QuesIs that why there is no cluster to eat in verse 1? The collective thought has broken down? 

    CACYes, the prophet has to feel the terrible state of the people of God (amongst whom he served) and that is a great exercise for those who have faith and fear God, to see so much evil among Gods people. It is an exercise that has a very large place in Scripture; the Psalms are full of it. The great subject of the Psalms is the exercise of Gods saints as being in the midst of terrible evil amongst Gods people  not the world generally speaking. Well, that exercise is always present with us  if all is evil  that is, with those that fear God. Quite as terrible things are said of Christians in the New Testament as were ever said in the Old. Paul has to say of Christians, All seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ (Philippians 2: 21), and he says many Christians walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ (Philippians 3: 4)  that is Christians. 

    QuesWhy of the cross of Christ? 

    CACBecause that is what they hated. 

    RemIt is a more or less individual path. 

    CACThat is the key to the portion  the terrible things among Gods people have the effect of isolating those who fear Him. If we do not know much about what it is to be isolated we shall not know much about what it is to be gathered. This exercise that isolates the prophet is what qualifies him to be a gathering centre. So it is in Timothy; we are to take note of all the terrible things marking Christians, not the heathen world. Having a form of piety but denying the power of it. It isolated Moses; this individual exercise is most important. If we fear God we shall feel wrong among His people; we shall be isolated and completely shut up to God; that is what we began with  verse 7. The prophet has got to a point that he cannot trust anybody. I think it was a right exercise with Elijah, and God comforted him, I have left myself seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal. It says here he cannot trust the one that lies in his bosom. At that point God says, Can you trust Me? I can. 

    RemI commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, Paul said to the elders in Acts 20. 

    CACI think Paul did it in the confession that there was nothing to trust but God and the word of His grace. Well, that will carry us through. There will be people patterned after the prophet. He was sanctified through his very distress. It is intended to sanctify us, and that is how others are sanctified; it may be a few only; and the walls being built is an assembly thought. According to that verse it is an individual exercise and he feels there is nothing for it but Jehovah, He is the only One to be trusted. 

    RemOn the day the walls are built it says the established limit will recede. 

    CACOf course it will. It means enlargement; if the limits recede there is more room. 

    There is something very much worse than the conduct of the people of God  this female enemy. (See note in Darby Translation to verses 8, 10.) It transpires in our day. 

    QuesIs it a false system? 

    CACI thought so, worse than bad conduct. To have a system opposed to what is of God is far worse than bad conduct. There is a false woman, a system called the great harlot and in deadly opposition to what is of God. The enemy referred to here specifically is the apostate Jews that will seek the favour of antichrist, the fierce enemy of those who fear God. Coming to the king with ointments and rings she makes herself as attractive as possible to the antichrist. The remnant of Jews will be permeated by this system  something like the synagogue of Satan  a system that is really satanic, marked by what is traditional and ceremonial, so in Revelation we find she is drunk with the blood of the saints and will not have what is of God. We are surrounded in christendom by a system that is built up on a refusal of grace and truth where the natural man is given place and there is persecution of those who are godly. But this wickedness is only building up what is of God in the prophet, it only sanctifies the people. And he is brought to see himself in the true light. It is like passing from Isaiah 5 to Isaiah 6. In chapter 5, Woe unto them, but in chapter 6, Woe is me. It has an effect like that on the prophet (verses 8, 9); that is, he is going through the exercise himself, for he is a poor failing thing himself. And Daniel had to find that all his comeliness turned into ashes. So here without God Himself Micah would never have arisen. He has nothing to plead in verse 9. That is going down to the bottom  then he comes into the light. He is conscious of being under the indignation of Jehovah for his own sin. Faith always counts upon God taking up our cause. I will bear the indignation of Jehovah  for I have sinned against him  until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light; I shall behold his righteousness. It is perfectly delightful. Every man convicted of sin counts on God taking up his cause. He goes home and gets on his knees; that is, he counts on God helping him. It ought to encourage us to be very ready to go down, for we can count on God. It is a very blessed thing that attraction to God always goes along with conviction of sin  like it did with Peter. And then we learn Gods righteousness. Seeing Gods righteousness is far better than having one of my own. Properly speaking, a Christian is never sitting in darkness; this is the way the soul comes to the realised blessedness that we had in the previous chapter  Gods way of righteousness made known in grace to an utterly unworthy people. Those who have to do with God will see the destruction of Babylon, and it is as seeing the destruction of Babylon that we really come to the city of God; it is after her overthrow that we come to new Jerusalem. We must see it as a destroyed thing before we can get any right apprehension of Gods things. It is very striking to see the setting of all this, the judgment of the opposing system and the walls set up of a system for God, and there is a gathering point and they come from all quarters. 

    QuesHas it a present application  Babylon fallen? 

    CACYes, I think the one precedes the other. We see that all of man marked by human glory is coming down, and then we turn to contemplate the divine thought and that the building of the walls has begun. Those in the remnant position are spoken of as dwelling alone in the forest; they are not in Jerusalem yet, but they rally to the exercises of the prophet and are there to be fed. 

    There is a centre of gathering that comes into evidence in that way, and Jehovah takes them on and feeds them and undertakes to do everything for them as in the days of their coming forth out of Egypt. He had to do it all Himself, and He is doing it all Himself now. We have little idea of the pleasure God has in feeding those cast upon Himself and who confess they have no righteousness but Himself, and He does wonders for them. It is to be noted what is presented here; it is not about the house or the city or the millennium, but the blessedness of knowing Him as a God of forgiveness; that is, to be brought to God  that is the greatest of all, God known in forgiveness. There is only one place where you can find forgiveness, I am certain of it  and I repeat it with emphasis. Where must forgiveness be? It could only be in one place, it must be in the heart of the One offended against. In natural things only the one who has been wronged can forgive, and forgiveness is in the heart, not in the head. Forgiveness can only be found in the heart of God. The only footing sinful creatures can be on with God is forgiveness. What we think to be humility is often unbelief and, at the bottom, pride. It is a climax here, and I do not think that till today I understood the blessedness of it. You would think the kingdom would be spoken of, but no, Micah speaks of what it is to be brought to God known in forgiveness, of a people morally brought near to a forgiving God who delights in loving-kindness. So the assembly is really the home of forgiveness because God is known in the character of forgiveness, and nobody can take from me the privilege of forgiving. 

    RemForgiveness is really the basis of love. 

    CACI am sure of that. We find it much easier to believe that God would forgive us before conversion than after. The administration of it depends on our confessing, but the forgiveness was there from the first. It is our privilege to forgive before the person says one word of regret. It may have to wait, you may not be able to say it. It is the state of my own heart I have to think of. If my heart is not corresponding with Gods heart I am far from Him. It is my privilege to take on Gods character; it is the highest of all ground, it has impressed me very much today. Nobody can approach God, having anything in his heart against anybody. We all need to be imbued with this spirit. I am the person that suffers if I hold a feeling against anybody, and the thing is to eliminate all suffering from my heart. It is like the year of release, it is a privilege for the creditor. Otherwise we do not uphold the spirit of the dispensation. Christians are often in darkness because they cannot forgive. If they cannot forgive they are not like God. 

    The climax of it all is that we come to God known in forgiveness, and there is only one thing necessary to add; if we are brought to God in forgiveness the ground is cleared for God to fulfil all His promises and all His purposes. It is fine! It is the comfort of those suffering under the enemys power and God having dealt with it could act in grace to Assyria. So Assyria is going to be blessed with Egypt in the world to come along with Israel. There is a popular prophecy that Nineveh will be rebuilt and that the Lord will not come till after that  it is all putting off the Lords coming. But it is very striking that when the thing is judged in its head and centre, He can then act in grace and bring blessing to the country. 

    God is going to make an end of Babylon and Assyria. After that He will produce a new Assyria, as He will produce a new Israel and a new Egypt, and will do it on the basis of the death of Christ and of the redemption that is in His own mind. There are two great powers acting in Europe today. My own impression is the devil is trying to hurry up things in Europe before the time (he is trying for imperialism); therefore he will be checked. Perhaps in a short time they will succeed. 

  
    MICAH 7 (JND 38)

    Micah 7

     1, 2. Compare these verses, on to verse 6, with the words of the Lord Jesus in the Gospels  Mark 11:13, and Matthew 21:19. The time of figs was not yet. 

     6. Note that just as the citation of this verse in the Gospels is the proof of the terrible way in which the presence of the Lord brings out evil, as a test of human nature; so the circumstance of 1 Kings 19:20 shows that His calling requires more absolute devotedness (not more absolute, but absolute) than the very especial and solemn time of Elijahs receiving the message in Horeb. This is a solemn word. 
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