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    WHAT GOD CAN DO THROUGH ONE BELIEVER (JT 44)

    Romans 7: 25; Jeremiah 1: 17 - 19; Judges 16: 23 - 31; John 14: 23

    I have in mind to show how much may be accomplished by one man whom God fits for any given service. God thinks long ahead in view of vessels. Having a great variety of ends in detail to reach in His work, He necessarily requires a great variety of workmen, and the word that governs the service in this respect is to every man his work. It is not that any workman is to be in his own mind a specialist; if he confines himself to a speciality, he is liable to be out of employment very often. The principle governing the work is that what ones hand finds to do is done, and our Lord, as in all matters, is our Leader. He is our Leader in workmanship, He speaks of Himself as among the disciples, as He who serves. His greatest follower, Paul, most faithful and imitative, is marked by the same feature, he was among the brethren as he who served, even to the putting of sticks on the fire. 

    But still, each man has his work, and it is divinely intended that each having his own work should know what he is most efficient in; yet love is the motive principle and no one should withhold his hand under the mere plea that a certain task is not his work. Samuel was a prophet and a judge and a priest; it became known that he could serve in a variety of ways, particularly in prayer, so that in a crisis the saints asked him to pray. Not that it is spoken of as a speciality with him, but he took advantage of the privilege of approach to God and made the most use of it, and the people understood. When they indicated their preference for another ruler, he said, Far be it from me that I should sin against Jehovah in ceasing to pray for you (1 Samuel 12: 23). So that the most exalted and honoured servant is ready to do what is to be done  what is most needful at any given moment. At the same time, as I said, each man has his work, and, in order that he should be efficient in it, he has to be taken on by God and fitted, formed, and commissioned. 

    No one has much definiteness or effectiveness in his service who has not a secret understanding with God as to his commission, because a divine stamp must be upon the work and the workman, and in his work he understands what is to be done, and that he is to receive full wages. You will understand that I am not suggesting anyone working on account of wages in a literal sense, but it is due to God that we should think of that side, that there is such a thing as that in a spiritual sense. He will doubtless leave it with us as to what we regard as wages, but still we are to have full wages, and if one is to claim this, and the apostle John had it in mind, he cannot be negligent or trifling; his work has to be done. The time will come when matters will be entered into and we shall have to give an account. I speak thus because a great field has opened up to us  it has been always open to those who love God  and what the Lord is looking for is definiteness amongst many other things, a definite aim in what we are engaged in. 

    Then, as I said, there has to be formation. I am not now speaking of formation leading to the assembly, that is, to what is collective, but of what is in itself individual, for each one is formed in view of his work  in view, of course, of his place in the assembly, that is another side to the position, but each one is formed in view of his work. In Jeremiahs case, Jehovah told him that He took account of him before he was born; He thought of his parentage, his forefathers, his environment as born, his education, not one item was left out of the divine reckonings. This makes the matter very personal between each of us and God, and in a way, nothing could be more important than that the saints should have individual relations and transactions with God, to be, in a sense, fellow-workers with God. 

    Now in view of this, what is basic in all of us is to arrive at the point of self-consciousness  conscious individuality is a better way to put it. It is arrived at through a moral process of the most remarkable kind, for it is, as it were, by the occupant of the house  the believer being regarded as a house  grappling with inward conditions so as to have things right. No unconverted man is troubled on these lines, it is the outcome of the work of God, for God must take the initiative in each case, and He does. The individual has no active part in new birth, it is altogether a sovereign matter. Later matters are joint ones, that is, God works in us, taking account of us in our moral conditions and intelligence, for the willing and the doing for His good pleasure. He takes us into the matter in our faculties, after He has done His sovereign fundamental work. There is no hint that the believer has anything to do with this work, the very figure used would show that it is a sovereign matter, but as it is once accomplished, an element is introduced which begins to work and produces a sense of responsibility to God: it is instinctive. So that, as the light comes to the believer he finds conditions within impossible in a moral sense; they must be adjusted, there must be an analysis of what is going on, and right must prevail. 

    Now that is all basic, and well known no doubt to most of us, but important to have before us always, so that we arrive at conscious individuality  I myself, but self wholly on the side of right, consciously so  a real victory, so that he says, I 

    myself, not simply I. In ordinary matters it might be that, but now it is I myself; it is I in consciousness after a great victory, a great struggle within. He thanks God for the victory, it has come to him through the Lord Jesus Christ, but then he himself has reached a great victory in his soul, expressed in this  I myself with the mind serve Gods law. That is no particular law, the emphasis is on God  Gods law, whatever that may be. It will come up in a variety of ways, we shall never be clear of the obligation of it as long as we are here, and even eternally the principle will hold. The believer reaches this point of great moral victory in his soul, that he determines with his mind, his greatest faculty, to serve Gods law. It is deliverance, but deliverance from his own point of view  Christ has effected deliverance, from another point of view, for him. This is a real triumph, and it is necessary for every one of us who is to be taken on by God and formed for the great variety of services He has in mind. 

    Now I go on to Jeremiah to show how much God can do with one, as having known him beforehand, and in view of conditions that should arise amongst Gods people. Jeremiah came in, as you know, under declining circumstances in Israel; God foresaw everything; he came in in favourable circumstances too, however, for it was under the reign of the good king Josiah. He had a good start, which is an important matter, and no one in Israel valued Josiah more than Jeremiah. We can usually tell what a man is as he dies, what place he has in the hearts of the saints, and especially in the hearts of the spiritual, such as Jeremiah; he lamented for Josiah. I suppose no one in his day could lament as Jeremiah did, it is one of his characteristics, and it is an important one, in such circumstances as we are in now, to know how to lament spiritually. Others lamented with him, as you will see, Judah and Jerusalem and all the people were in it, but Jeremiah lamented, and we know from his writing how he could lament; what a spiritual touch there would be to his lamentation. 

    What I have spoken of succeeds what I have before me in this first chapter. I want to show how God formed Jeremiah, how He foresaw what was needed and prepared him beforehand and in due course worked in his soul; and, in working in his soul and touching his mouth  even putting words into it  He gave him a commission to Israel and to the nations to pluck up, and to break down, and to destroy, and to overthrow, to build and to plant. No one, one may say, has had such a commission as that, it is remarkable  all put on one man, but I confine myself now to the remarks made by Jehovah to him in these verses. He says, Gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I shall command thee: be not dismayed at them, lest I cause thee to be dismayed before them. And I, behold, I appoint thee this day as a strong city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land. 

    I wish just briefly to point out the magnitude of this formation in one man, making him what Jehovah says here  first a strong city. It may be that we have not thought much of a man being a city; it would be hard maybe to get such a thought elsewhere, but anyway we get it in the most definite way here. Jehovah says, I appoint thee this day a strong city. And then, an iron pillar, and then brazen walls  not merely in a passive sense, standing out pre-eminently passively, but against certain people  against the rebellious land, against its kings, against its princes, against its priests, 

    against all the people, the whole land. What a commission! and let us not think that it is simply Jeremiah. It would not be written if it were only for Jeremiah, he had gone through the thing, but it is written for us to show what one man can be as God may fit him for a particular exigency in the testimony  for instance, when everything may be in disorder in the locality in which he is. It often happens; indeed it is a feature, alas! of these very days in which we are; certain localities have been invaded by the devil working independency in certain persons, so as to obliterate, if possible, the testimony that may be in each locality, rendering the conditions so bad that the Lord cannot be with the saints. 

    I need not remind the brethren of this; the history of recent years furnishes much of what I am saying, and what is said here, the commission to Jeremiah is, I believe, intended to help us as to what one man can do, that is, as taken up by God. Why should I not be taken up by God if an exigency of this kind arises? If I am in the locality, or if it extend to the whole field of testimony, why should I not be taken up of God? Why should not any one of us be taken up? Let no one assume it is not his matter; there is nothing, I am sure, that God hates more than for any one of His people to say, in such a case, It is not my matter. It is your matter, whatever happens is your matter. There are other principles of course that enter into it; God will not pass by the locality if there are available persons. One who has the character of a strong city is what is needed, a man standing out as definitely committed to the law of God; whatever other principles govern the matter, the law of God is involved. Basically I am prepared for it by the conflict, by the victory, indicated in Romans 7  the law of God is in question now, let there be no compromise. 

    A city has a variety of features; think of them all being in one man  a strong city  one that is not to be overcome! I cannot stay to enlarge on this, though one could do so, many of us could enlarge on this, but I just want to suggest how independent God may be if He has His people in this way ready, by His formation, for any eventuality in the history of His testimony, either in a locality or generally. He that dwelleth in the heavens, we are told, shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision (Psalm 2: 4). How can He laugh derisively at evil down here? Because He has His anointed  And I have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness. That is the idea, dear brethren; it is God setting up a man in any given circumstances who is ready to devote his life, to lay it down if necessary, for the law of God; for the idea of a city must involve the working out of the law of God. A city, of course, has a council, it has authority, it has laws, it has a constabulary, it has means to carry out its designs and orders. A variety of things enter into the idea of a strong city, and it is in having here that which answers to the city, that He that dwelleth in the heavens can laugh at the enemy. Let it not seem that this is fanciful, it is not indeed; it is God putting on an individual, in whom He has wrought and whom he has fitted, that which will meet the emergency; and victory is already assured in such a strong city as is contemplated here. 

    Now the next thing is an iron pillar. Jeremiah represents this thought throughout his whole book and his Lamentations. He is seen standing for God right through, even with a rebellious remnant to contend with, and suffering with them. The idea of an iron pillar is that it is strong, iron is suggestive of strength. We have many pillars spoken of in Scripture; the idea, I think, is sometimes, especially here and in Philadelphia, that the pillar represents in dignity the great idea for the moment  what is in mind; it is outstanding, anyone can see it, not simply what I do, but what the person is. A pillar is a passive thought, but as representing a person it means what is observable, there is something there to denote what is current, what is in hand, and what is going through in dignity. How great this is, that in maintaining the order of God, which is the thought in a strong city, in any given place, there is that in the person, or persons, active that is expressive of the feature of the truth at issue, that there is no surrender of heavenly dignity, that the anointing is there, and may be seen by those who have eyes to see. 

    Then finally brazen walls. Brass, I suppose, is what can sustain pressure, and what pressure there will be against the fellowship in such circumstances! From all angles it comes. One is not free to mention names, although the Spirit of God is not afraid to mention the names, especially in the epistles that deal with apostasy, of those who oppose the truth. There is a current abroad, that is insistent and is increasing, it is looseness. I could put a name on it, but I am not going to. I doubt if there is one here who does not understand it  the insistent current marked by imitation that there is, every day and every night, against the truth of God. It is the real issue for the moment against the brethren, this great evil that is abroad, and it is at our doors all the time. Brazen walls, I believe, refer to that courage, to that power of endurance too, that is needed that this element may not be allowed in. If it is, if it sways us, the Lord will leave us. It is most important to keep this matter in mind, what one man can be. One could cite many that have been like this  true men, resolved not to give way for one moment to the evil pernicious principle that was introduced nearly a hundred years ago, and is stronger now than ever, increasing in volume and pride too. The things spoken of here, which were seen in Jeremiah are effectively against it. They are against the ruling conditions, the kings, the princes, the priests; and then the people of the land, and the whole land; it is the general position marked by departure from God, and one man stands victoriously for God in the midst of it. 

    Now I go on to Samson, to show how in one man the world is brought down. You will understand that it is not literal, it is typically in a moral sense here, and it is that feature of the world that affects the people of God at any given time. Woe to the world because of offences! (Matthew 18: 7). God has it in mind; He has every offence of the world in mind  offence means a fall-trap, what decoys the saints, damaging them, bringing them under its influence. God has all that in mind, He is going to deal with it. For us it is a moral question, how we deal with it as it affects us: each of us has to learn how the world affects him. Samson makes a point of how it affected him. The history of Samson is well known, and it is a wider thought really than what belongs to one man; he is a type of public christianity, I believe. There is the flagrant conduct of the world, on the one hand, and nazariteship on the other  nazariteship in some sense continuing down, not given up, not surrendered; here it quickly returns and is seen in the growth of Samsons hair. A very important point to observe if there be failure with any of us; the real evidence of recovery is in the element of life  the hair of his head began to grow. It does not say that the seven locks grew, but the principle of life was there and afforded Jehovah the opportunity of dealing a death-blow to the world as it had affected Samson. 

    He is in the prison-house, and what is to be observed here  especially by the young people - is that the word house is used as designating the scene of the mirth  the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there  it is a social affair. One of the most treacherous things for young people is the social side. It is a big affair, it is what you might call a royal function, the lords are there and a large number of people, and, at a given point in these social affairs, hilarity begins; here they became merry. There is the opposite of that in the house of God, for there they began to make merry in a holy way; there was music and dancing according to God; and that is really over against the world as I am speaking of it. Now what will these Philistines do? They will bring in Samson  how sorrowful! One would like to be able to feel things with God, that that which had been a nazarite purer than snow, as Jeremiah lamented, whiter than milk (Lamentations 4: 7), should be in this condition. As one looks abroad and sees the whole profession under the world, it is most sorrowful. Blind, too  the eyes put out, for the world knows how to take out the eyes of nazarites, it is a question of spoiling what is of God. Let every young person here take this to heart. The enemy wants you, of course, but his chief aim is to spoil the work of God, to turn the nazarite into a poor blind prisoner in a Philistine prison-house, in a prison-house of the world, and now brought out to be made sport of. How often it is that young people who have turned away from the truth become the best sportsmen. 

    Samson was apparently so regarded here, but it says, they set him between the pillars  that shows that the world is short-sighted, but faith understands. In our conflicts with the world it is well to bear in mind that at times the world is exceedingly short-sighted. Satan is short-sighted too. They set Samson in the midst of the pillars. Can he pull down the world? Well, the apostles did at the beginning, and so did Samson too  I mean he had power to do it, there is no limit to his power as seen earlier, we never have any limit to Samsons power; there is no limit, dear brethren, for the power of God is available to faith; faith removes mountains. The world forgets this. Men of the world say, There are no signs, no miracles, now. But there are, they are blind to them, there are miracles happening every day; there is not a saint here that is not a miracle  thank God! The Lord speaks of us as signs  Behold, I and the children that Jehovah hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel (Isaiah 8: 18). Every saint is that in the measure in which he is truly a saint. The world does not know the latent power that lies in nazariteship, even in those in whom it may have been for a moment lost. 

    So Samsons hair began to grow; the Philistines did not take any notice of that apparently. Evidently Delilah did not watch that hair; she had taken off the seven locks, but the hair is growing again. How lovely it is, how encouraging to those who are in any measure lovers of God, lovers of Christ, and lovers of the brethren, to see, in an erring one, the hair beginning to grow! It is the work of God, it is latent, the power was there, for in truth the root of the matter was in Samson. The root of the matter is in the assembly too, but the world does not know. There is Samson, a poor blind prisoner, brought in by the hand by a lad, and they set him among the pillars. It spelt disaster, but they did not know. Where has God set the testimony today? He has set it among the pillars, if you will allow me to extend the thought. We are to understand this position. Everyone who understands the mystery of God understands what the pillars of the world are; how poor they are, how easily they can be overthrown! 

    We know well enough how empires and kingdoms and republics have fallen, but then, their foundations were not moral, they were not really foundations, hence they fell. 

    I believe the apostles testimony at the beginning brought down the pillars, but now the world is set up again, and we have to understand what its pillars are. God understands, and He has placed us where, in regard of them, He knows we can serve Him best. Let us not forget that the matter is Gods. Whatever it be, in which He would use us, God has set the saints where He wants them; it is a sovereign matter, and each is to be in his place, as we learn from Josiah. If each is in his place, God will do His work, the world will come down. It is not a literal matter now, the point is that the world is brought down so that saints are delivered out of it. One might think this lad is leading Samson to the pillars, but it is not a question of the lads leadership here  it is too great a matter for a lad. In fact Samson, the servant of God now recovered in measure, says, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars  release me  that is really what the word suffer means. Now this is an important word, I believe, for us, that the servant is to do the work himself. God is going to use him, blind though he be  it is a question of God. 

    So Samson, with true instinct, says, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars. It is his own matter, now; he has instinct, he has the power of his senses, has lost his sight, but not the power of touch. Great things may be accomplished without some of the senses, but certainly Samson has the sense of feeling, and he says, I want to feel these pillars  and he did. What a mighty triumph there was, one man moving in the instincts of the work of God effective in him! Then the beautiful prayer, Lord Jehovah, he says, 

    strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once. How intent heaven was at that time! and how intent it is as such a desire emanates from our hearts in pressure, as we think of the world! As the Lord Jesus says, O righteous Father, the world ... what it is. If we really discern it, we shall hate it, not the persons, but in a moral sense, for the whole world lies in the wicked one. Samson feels the pillars, he has no hesitation, he prays, he is dependent on God, but he bows, he bowed himself with might, it is a question of the power of God, enough for the moment, there is plenty for the moment; it is to bring down the world. 

    Well, dear brethren, I am sure you will see that what I have said about Samson is enough for our consideration as to the whole matter of what each is doing to bring down the world. We are suffering from it, and the Lord Jesus says, Woe to the world because of offences (Matthew 18: 7). We are to have a right attitude towards it in the sense in which it affects us, to turn our faces steadily against it, to see how it affects us and face it in that way, and it will be brought down. Samson dies with the world, but it is a remarkable thing that he has not a burial by the Philistines or with them. God has great regard for the burials of His saints, whatsoever their history may have been. Supremely in the case of the Lord Jesus: men appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death  that was the divine decree. Samson too was with his brethren. It is a very precious thing to me that it should be so, that a man who brings down the world is amongst his brethren in his death, buried by them. And it is significantly stated that he had judged Israel twenty years. 

    Now there is just one word to add, that is from John 14; it is to call attention to what one man can be as affording tabernacle conditions at the present time. We may be sure that God has thought of these days, of how small things may become in remnant times. There are many outposts that, in their weakness and exposure to the bitter north winds, at times force one to the deepest feelings as to what many dear brethren are suffering in isolation. Think of them in India, and other places where the saints are isolated. 

    Well, this passage, I believe, is intended by the Lord to meet these conditions in our days, so that there should be no surrender. The man that is a strong city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls in any given place, will afford tabernacle conditions for God. Why not? You have Jerusalem, the city; you have the pillar, denoting what is outstanding as to the spirit of the moment, and the brazen walls, the power of keeping out evil. Why not have tabernacle conditions? It is as sure as possible that one like Jeremiah would afford tabernacle conditions. Who can say what Jehovah found when Jeremiah was let down into the pit? Think of the ignominy of the servant of God being let down into a pit full of slime and mud! Was not God with him in that pit? He promises to be a little sanctuary to us, but what I am saying now is not simply that God is a sanctuary to us, but that we afford a sanctuary to Him. It is another side of the matter, and one man can do it. So let no one give up in any locality. It is a question of the formation of the man. So Judas, not the Iscariote, says to him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word. It is said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word; it is not now the commandments, as in the previous verse, but the word, that is the mind of the Lord Jesus, and that mind is full of the Father, it is full of all that is suitable to the Father. 

    His prayer, in chapter 17, that we so often and rightly allude to, breathes out His desires for His own, but all in relation to the Father. 

    So His word is kept; it is not simply that one should keep it, but he will keep it. It is a question of love for Christ in any locality. One hears complaint about the weakness in some locality and the possibility of things being discontinued, but where is love in such a circumstance? Love never fails. Hence why should what is divinely needed be discontinued? Why should I not make tabernacle conditions? If I love Christ, I shall lay myself out to be a strong city, an iron pillar, and brazen walls; I shall lay myself out for tabernacle conditions for God. There the Lord says, my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him. How beautiful that is, and how independent it makes us, dear brethren, even of numbers! The real commodity needed in this particular case is love for Christ; one who loves Him will keep His word, as He accredits to Philadelphia; He says, thou hast kept my word; one of the greatest features of the last times is the saints keeping the word of Christ. It affords tabernacle conditions, because, if I keep the word of Christ, I must have everything removed from myself and my surroundings that is contrary to God and to Christ. This makes way for individual holiness, and all that is suitable for God, and hence the Lord says, we will come to him and make our abode with him. 

  
    GIRDING (JT 89)

    Job 38: 3; John 21: 18, 19; Jeremiah 1: 17 - 19

    I wish to speak to the brethren about girding. It is a service that each renders to himself in ordinary circumstances constantly. It is usually a self-service, and it is so presented in these three passages, the first person mentioned being under discipline, under the discipline of God. He is being delivered from his captivity, for anyone under discipline in the house of God is in captivity. Job was delivered from his captivity when he prayed for his three friends. Jehovah is endeavouring to bring this about in Jobs soul. He is taking him on, after Elihu has served him, and he served him well, preparing him for the direct service of God. It is the direct service of God that perfects the work of recovery. He loves us so well; He would take us on Himself. He took on Job here and He said to him, Now, in what I am going to say to you, I wish you to be in the attitude of a man, not to hide yourself behind trifling subterfuges, but to be manly in your attitude and in what you say. All else is rubbish, and has to be thrown out of the window as quickly as possible, or burnt. Paul says, When I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child, 1 Corinthians 13: 11. And God, whilst He takes care of the little ones, and as the Lord says, Their angels in the heavens continually behold the face of my Father who is in the heavens (Matthew 18: 10), a very precious word for parents, yet in His governmental dealings and His dispensations He deals with men. In giving the disciples to the Lord Jesus, the Lord says to His Father of the giving, The men whom thou gavest me out of the world, John 17: 6. It was a transaction between the Father and the Son; the Father gave the Son men. He had revealed things to them as babes, but He did not give them to Him as babes; He gave them to Him as men. They were worth giving, and worth receiving. And if we are to have to say to the things of God in His house, we are to be in this worth, this standard of value, men. Even to the Corinthians, although they were very poor and low down, the word was, Quit yourselves like men, 1 Corinthians 16: 13. 

    Now Jehovah says, Gird yourself now: Gird up now thy loins like a man (Job 38: 3), a very direct word, and I will demand of thee, and inform thou me. God is ready to receive answers from men, even from Job. Now, this is repeated later in the interview between Jehovah and Job, and the speaking is almost entirely by Jehovah. Job had learned to listen. He was a great talker, and an eloquent talker, and thought he knew, but at one point it says his words were ended. But still God is ready to hear from him, and He proceeds in chapters 38 and 39, telling Job about creatures, about thirty in number in those two chapters. It was no matter of the lower creatures with God, neither was it a matter of botany, but of reaching Jobs soul, getting him right. He was worth it. He was lost to God, and God knew it, but he was worth restoring, but it was on the principle of a man. 

    As God went on to speak to him, Job breaks out again and makes a confession, which was good. They are rare. Confessions of any value are rare, and Jehovah said nothing about his confession, whether for good or bad; but He again challenges him as He did here. Gird up your loins like a man and answer Me, as if God were to say, It is not worth discussing with you the importance of your confession. I am not saying one thing or another about it. I want the man to talk to Me. He was making headway with Job, and in chapter 40, which many of you have preached from, it is said that Job answered the Lord, Behold, I am nought: what shall I answer thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth. Once have I spoken, and I will not answer; yea twice, but I will proceed no further. And Jehovah answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, Gird up now thy loins like a man: I will demand of thee, and inform thou me (verses 4 - 7). I have more to say to you. That is in effect what God said. He was not saying that what Job said was wrong. It was not wrong. He was pleased with it, doubtless, but it did not lift Job out of his captivity. He had to hear about two great creatures from Jehovahs mouth. One of them, He says, was made with you. His name is behemoth. It is a creature, I made him with you, God says. He lifts the creature to the level of Job in that sense. They were made on the same day, as it were. He is the chief of the ways of God. Job, you are not that. You might think you are important, but you are not that. We are humbled by comparison. He also spoke to him about leviathan. Job was not leviathan, either. He was not the chief of the ways of God, he was a violent creature. He was the king of all the children of pride, but Job had to hear about him, for he was not wanting in pride in his time. He was getting rid of it; he was unloading; but he had to hear about this creature who was the king of all the children of pride. And Job says, I know that You can do everything. 

    I am not going to follow the history, because all the preachers here have used these scriptures, but Job reached the point of recovery, the point of deliverance from captivity; because it is not only deliverance from ones own self, but captivity. That is a great leading feature of recovery with God; He led captivity captive and gave gifts to men. Deliverance from captivity would mean you come into the benefit of gift. In captivity it is the lash, but deliverance from captivity is that you come into the realm of gift, gifts to men, and that was what Job reached. 

    But it was men; God was operating with men, and He indulged them as delivered from captivity; so that Job becomes a priest, a high priest. He intercedes for his three friends; that is the order, dear brethren, of what ensues from this girding, and hence the importance of following Jehovahs advice. Who can give us better? Gird up now thy loins like a man; notice, it is the loins in these three cases except Peter; the loins are in question, because the loins are the seat of the affections. We may gird them up in an illegal way, but the word is, Having girt about your loins with truth, Ephesians 6: 14. The affections are rightly adjusted, usable. And another very beautiful thought in that connection is the virtuous woman. She strengthens her loins; she girds them with strength. Another does not do it; that is the point I would make; it is a self-service. A common expression nowadays is self-service, and this is a self-service. If it is not done, then you are not doing it, and you are missing it. You cannot complain. If you do, you complain about yourself. She strengthens her loins; she girds them up with strength. That is to say, it is the assembly in principle; for she represents femininely the highest divine thought in service in the last chapter of Proverbs. It is the wise man speaking; he says in one place, One man among a thousand have I found, but a woman among all those have I not found, Ecclesiastes 7: 28  a very solemn word for the sisters, but still he has an ideal in his mind; Who can find a woman of worth? Proverbs 31: 10. And then he describes her, and among the many things that she can do is, She girdeth her loins with strength, verse 17. One is reminded of the assembly in Philadelphia. She had a little strength, and that is the best way to use it: to gird up the loins with it so that the affections are under control, and the service flows out evenly. She is in no way preferential; love is never preferential. Love flows out itself from its seat in the service of others if it is girded up with strength. And it is not beyond our reach collectively to do a little. Indeed, there are things being done collectively, not very much, but I think the Lord would be pleased to see a little collective girding up of the loins with strength, unity in the care meeting, and the administration of affairs, of divine bounty, that the loins are in it, girded up with strength, and the arms made strong, too. She does it herself. This self-service matter, dear brethren, is one of the most interesting things for us to look into, because it makes us independent in one way. Others, of course, are served. God has a wonderful system that He has brought us into, in which He has a great Priest above. But this is a self-service matter. It saves us from a lot of grumbling and complaining. There is so much I can do for myself. So that the apostle says, So then I myself with the mind serve Gods law, Romans 7: 25, I myself: it is taking up this attitude that strengthens the whole position, and as we proceed individually in this self-service, we can serve each other in this way, this self way; Its self-building up in love, Ephesians 4: 16. It builds up itself in love. 

    Well, I have spoken of these things, and it comes home to one as to what there is in the way of collective strengthening of the loins. We certainly cannot do it by debate in the meeting. It is a love matter, this collective self-service. The assembly is the greatest vessel in the universe in this dispensation. I am not speaking of divine Persons, of course. They are never to be compared; They are always left by Themselves. But the assembly is the greatest vessel in the universe; she comes down in the light of sonship from God. Her description plainly indicates she is ready for self-service, but she is ready also for universal service; she serves the universe. It is the idea of girding up the loins with strength. 

    Well, I go on now to Peter, to show how this matter of girding comes into individual history, because the Lord has that in mind in dealing with Peter, that he is to be a historical man. In the world there are men who fill history, fill the history books. In some cases we get their lives. Usually there is an attempt by the biographer to give a life-size history. Peter is intended to be a man of that kind that the Spirit of God can use to depict a life-history; and that life-history brings us back to the time of our birth and what immediately follows. The most interesting babe that we get in Scripture (I am not speaking of the Lord Jesus) is Solomon. He was said to be loved by Jehovah just when he was born. The young people here, I am sure, would like to have a reputation, a distinction like that, and to keep it up. There is no discrepancy in Solomon until he comes to the throne. Jehovah loved him. Well, you would say, I want to get the whole history of that man, a man that was loved so early. Well, the Lord, of course, gives us the history of that man; but when he was old he did not do so well as Peter, so I prefer to keep to Peter, I prefer to keep to a man that gets better and better, and does not drop out before he becomes old. And Peter serves in this matter of girding. The Lord says, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst, John 21: 18. This is history, you know. How we see young people whose hearts are not fixed. I wonder if there are any young people here whose hearts are not fixed. Where shall I go tonight? Every evening brings up its problem, and my mind is not fixed, I have nothing certain before me. You may, as a last resort, say, I will go to the meeting tonight. Your heart is not fixed but you have to gird yourself according to the decision you have come to. Where shall I go? What shall I put on tonight? You have to attire in relation to your decision. But heaven is looking on. 

    When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst. Turn around the corner, and you are gone. Who knows where you are going? Walkedst where thou desiredst: a remarkable word at such a time, when Peter was just restored. He is like Job who had turned aside. He had been self-confident. The most potent causes of downfall are self-confidence and pride and he had both. Lovest thou me more than these? (verse 15), the Lord says to Peter; Peter, of course, would say, I love the Lord better than them all, but the Lord did not think so, and Peter had to come to think as the Lord did. And so it was that He challenged him and challenged him and challenged him, and He committed His lambs and sheep to him. He has come back to trustworthiness. One of the most important items in any brother or sister, if he is to be used in the service, is that he is to be trustworthy, that the Lord can commit something to him. How can I represent the Lord unless He has committed something to me? see how, before sending them out, He breathed into them. That was committal; it was not only formal. They were to represent Him. How can I represent Him without His Spirit? And so we had today, The Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip. It was the Spirit of the Lord that did that. The Lord was in it; it was a question of authority, but the Spirit Himself was in it, too, and He caught away Philip. So that it is a question of trustworthiness. How can I represent the Lord in any little way without His Spirit? A criticising spirit is no representation of Christ at all. Martha had that. If we did not have Johns account of Martha, we would never know she was a christian, and yet she was. She was a real one. How often we are hidden up by our naughty, complaining, criticising spirits! The Lord intended that those who represented Him should have His Spirit, and I want to have His Spirit. There is a rich supply of It, the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, says the apostle. I must know where to get It, and get It, and get the measure I need. If we are to represent the Lord there must be that. 

    Now Peter is trustworthy. The Lord has brought him to it, and He says, Feed my lambs; Shepherd my Sheep. They are apt to stray as you have done yourself. As a rule, what we are used in by the Lord is what we have experienced at some time. He puts us through experiences which He intends to be useful in our services. If I have wandered a bit, then I know what a wandering person is, and I have sympathy. 

    And now the Lord says, When you were young. It is a question now, Peter, of your whole history, and it is just as well to face the whole matter. The whole history has to come up; it enters into the present history, When you were young. Well, that directs Peter back. How young? As soon as I began to walk and talk and run about; he girded himself; he did what he liked, and girded himself accordingly. If it be a football match, I must gird myself for that; or a cricket match, I must gird myself for that; or a theatre, I must gird myself for that, I walk where I like. Oh, beloved young people, the Lord would say something to all of us as to when we were young. One says, I have been young, but not any more; now I am old; and it is those who have come through that who can talk with some measure of authority. The Lord says to Peter, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst; but when thou shalt be old, ... The Lord is saying to Peter, There is to be no more turning aside. Oh, you say, did he not act very naughtily to Paul? Well, but there was no definite turning aside. The Lord does not challenge him about that; He does not warn him about it even. He is a recovered man; it is a settled matter, and the Lord knows what he is going to be when he is old. He will glorify God. He will not say, I will go here and there, any more. Thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire. He has thorough recognition of the will of God. And so the Spirit of God says, But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. I do not want that death to be in the battlefield. No. Many, doubtless, have such deaths as that. The Lord is not alluding to a death like that; He is alluding to a death in which Peter had no sword in his hand, no gun on his shoulder. He had taken the sword, and the Lord says to him, Peter, put that into its sheath where it used to be, not in your hand. Let others take it. The Lord is not saying a word against that. Others have to take it, for the powers that be have swords, and we are to pray for them with those swords. But it is not for christians to take the sword; not young christians; no, they have no swords in their hands, according to this picture. The Lord says of Peter, Thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee. If I be a soldier, I put on my accoutrements; if I be an officer, I will put them on as showily as possible. We love to do that, and the world offers us that. If it were not for the glory of the ranks, the recruiting of armies would be much more difficult than it is. There is the appeal to pride in it. Time was when soldiers had plenty of rank. They do not have so much now. There is a good deal of supervision among them. But here it says, Another shall gird thee. What kind of a girding would it be? Prison garments  a jailer would put them on, carrying him forth to the arena, perhaps, to be destroyed by the lions, or be beheaded in the prison. Another shall gird thee. How appealing that is to the heart. So that Peter was taken, undoubtedly, 

    and murdered. We are told in Rome very likely another girded him. As usual the prison officers do that, And bring thee where thou dost not desire. But what was that for? It was to glorify God. Naturally, Peter would never go that way. He failed to go that way in the high priests palace; he denied his Master there. He would not go that way, but now he is going that way without a murmur. He is a martyr of Christ. Paul says, Thy martyr, about Stephen. He thrilled heaven; Stephen thrilled heaven with a wonderful reflection of the Spirit of Jesus in his martyrdom; and so Peter  can we not assume that Peter was equal to Stephen? Certainly. The Lord is speaking about it here. He is anticipating it. What a martyrdom that should be; girded by another; carried out to the arena or whatever it was to be murdered by a cruel emperor. But the Lord spoke of that not as a mere matter of history Peter may have, but of the glory of God in it. And that is the point, dear brethren. We are coming to the end of things, and how are we going to die, if death must take place? It may. It is just as well for us to face it. The Lord has taken a good few of our dear brethren, and am I immune from the influences of these things? They have died before our eyes, have been taken away to be with the Lord. Our time will come. If the Lord is going to carry on for a while, there are many of us who will have to go that way. We are enjoined to number our days. You say, How can you tell? Well, that is what Scripture says, that we may acquire a wise heart. But then, it is how we are going to finish; whether we are going to glorify God in the finish. But when thou shalt be old. Old age, of course, has certain disadvantages even in the service of God. It weakens our powers, and in the weakening of powers we cannot give the same effectiveness in service, and it is apt to mar our joy in death. It is well for us to anticipate. Let us number our days so that we may acquire a wise heart and be ready, so that we are not taken by surprise. It is the Spirit of Jesus, dear brethren. So that the apostle says, I desire to depart and be with Christ. I would like that. It was his desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. Great as his victories were, and his ministry among the saints, he says, It is far better. 

    Well now, just one word at the end about Jeremiah. He is a great servant. It is a question now of a prophet. Peter is not here viewed as in active service, he is viewed in martyrdom (that is what the Lord is dealing with) in his old age. He was dealing with Job to recover him from his captivity; he was a captive brother. Jeremiah is starting out in his great service in this chapter, and Jehovah says to him, Thou, therefore, gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I shall command thee, Jeremiah 1: 17. That is the point I wish to stop with. In service it is a question of the divine commandment, especially for the prophets. The fact is, christianity really implies that we are under orders, every one of us. The government of this land is doing its best to bring all the citizens under orders, big and little, men, women and children; and they are very wise, too, to get them under hand. The independence of this country is baneful. It is not for me, of course, to talk about politics, but I am illustrating that God would have His people under hand, under orders. What good are we if we are not under orders? And you may depend upon it, that what I am saying is right; the governments are wise in getting the whole nation under orders. They can put their hand on this and that one, and they know all about their history, when they were young, and what they are now, and what they are going to be. They have their whole history. One great general said he robbed the cradle and the grave. Some of the nations may have to rob the graves and the cradles. It is an awful time for us, but God has to say in these matters, and God is getting His people under hand, and in getting them under hand, He is bringing them into the presence of the leaders of the world. He is getting their voices heard, getting their words heard as they assert their loyalty to Christ; their words about the sword and about non-combatant service are heard. These words are vocabulary words now; they are emblazoned in the minds of people. Is that for nothing? It is bringing in the kingdom of God, alongside the other kingdoms where the sword has a place. There are two kingdoms, and they are both to be under orders. I am speaking now of the Lords people, to get under orders. 

    And so it is here that Jeremiah is taken up. If you look through the chapter you will be impressed by what I am saying, but in verse 17 Jehovah says to him, Thou, therefore, gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I shall command thee. That is it; All that I shall command thee. In our ministry meetings, and this meeting that I am seeking to serve in now, or whatever it be, it is a question of divine commandment. Christianity is divine commandment. Read Johns writings especially in regard of this matter. It is a wonderful thing that the Lord says that even eternal life is a divine commandment. It is not only a promise, it is a commandment. It is a great thing that it is a promise, but it is a greater thing that it is a commandment, because it must go through. The whole power of God is behind it. 

    Well now, Jeremiah was in this position. God says to him, Be not dismayed at them, lest I cause thee to be dismayed before them. The servant is simply confounded before the audience unless he carries out the commandment. There is nothing that will do but the commandment. It is as if it were God Himself. His commandment is Himself in that sense. So that Jehovah says, Now you are a young man; 

    you are starting out in your service and I want you to have this before you. Gird up your loins like a man, and do not be afraid of hurting peoples feelings if it is a question of the commandment, and the truth of God. That must be stated at all costs. And He goes on to say to him, And I, behold, I appoint thee this day as a strong city. Think of a man being that. If every soldier on the continent of Europe were a defended city, think of the change! Whoever heard of a man being a defended city? God says, I have made you that. One would have liked to have met a man like Jeremiah, but still it is not so far away from us, because God does give us power in service. You can never be overthrown. No matter who is standing for God in His testimony His commandments can never be overthrown. Fear not those that kill the body; they can do no more. So He says here, And I, behold, I appoint thee this day as a strong city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls, against the whole land; against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land. And they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee, saith Jehovah, to deliver thee. That is the end of what I had to say; what the servant is in girding himself for this matter. Think of the immensity of the thing that is proposed in all these necessary subdivisions of men. You have to contend with them, and God says they will not overthrow you; I will be with you. So that one is to fit oneself, if he is going into the service in any little way, with these thoughts and gird himself accordingly. If I meet you on the street I will know how you are girded, what your attire is, what your mind is, what your outlook is, where you are going, and what you are going for. It is remarkable that Timothy is the only one said to be a man of God in the New Testament. As it were, God would furnish us in these last days with that principle, the man of God. And that is what Jeremiah is here. No one can overthrow him; he will go through. And he did. His book is a testimony to it. He went through with the word of God in his mouth. 
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    GODS OPERATIONS IN VIEW OF HIS OWN GRATIFICATION (JT 82)

    Exodus 13: 1, 2; Jeremiah 2: 1 - 3; Song of Songs 8: 6, 7; Revelation 22: 16, 17

    What one observes in all Gods dealings is His thought that He should have something as a portion for Himself. God has affections, and His thought is that His affections should in every way be gratified. It will be found in all His dealings that He has in view something for Himself, and the end that will furnish that is not an inanimate thing or things. God has called the first creation into existence and variety marks it, for He delights in variety. That is the leading feature in the material creation, but notwithstanding all the beauty and variety of that order of things, it does not convey Gods great end. The material thing passes away; it is not an end in itself, but is an index to the spiritual order. God is a spirit, and what He has in mind to secure for Himself is spirit. Hence the material order does not present to us what is in His mind to be perpetuated. What is in His mind to abide is a spiritual order of things, and if we examine that carefully we shall find it is to be formed after Himself; in fact, it springs from Him morally. The whole scheme emanates morally from God. When we come to apply that to the present moment what we discern is that christians are formed after God; the order of man which is to be before God eternally is formed after God in a spiritual way. The book of Exodus opens up the beginning of this, so in this chapter which immediately follows the celebration of the passover. God is asserting His claim, and He lays claim to the first-born. I wish you to take notice of that. If we rightly apprehend the passover we shall yield ourselves to God. I do not account any person to have truly appreciated the passover who does not yield himself to God. Before you can become a spiritual formation you must yield yourself to God, and there is no spiritual formation until you have done that. Hence the kingdom necessarily precedes the building. That is the order in Scripture. The primary thought of the kingdom is seen in Moses  he was king in Jeshurun. After the truth of the passover has been introduced, Moses has a kingdom; so we are told they were all baptised to Moses in the cloud and in the sea (1 Corinthians 10: 2). That is to say, we have been handed over to Christ in our baptism, and in the faith of the passover we recognise the lordship of Christ. The One who is the Pascal Lamb is exalted to be Lord, and we are committed into His hands that our wills may be broken. I do not, of course, confine the kingdom to that, because the kingdom is also for the protection of the people of God. The kingdom necessarily existed before it was established, and the book of Judges is a testimony on Gods part that the kingdom was a necessity, because every man was doing that which was right in his own eyes. It was a period of theocracy. God ruled; He was King. Moses had passed away, and the kingdom did not extend beyond Jordan; God had assumed the rule of His people, but not through a mediator. The kingdom is now in the hands of an anointed Man, and as baptised to the name of the Lord, we are brought under the sway of Jesus. If the kingdom is in the hands of the Lord, He will break your will and mine in order that you and I may be formed after Himself. There is no formative work going on in us if the will is unbroken. The Lord will do it. Are we stronger than he?; no, we are not. The strongest willed man Scripture presents was Saul of Tarsus. The Lord broke his will and produced His masterpiece. The Lord takes that man up as an individual. See what formative work there was in the apostle Paul. He was so formed after Christ that he could exhort the saints to be his followers. What a mighty triumph he was in the hands of the Lord! He was formed according to God, created in truthful righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4: 24). That is the thought we should keep in mind  God laid claim to him for His own end. The great point is to yield oneself up to God, and as yielded up to God we become a spiritual formation. 

    Jeremiah 2 gives us light on the early stages of Israels history. The Lord says, I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. There was nothing then for the flesh  they went after Jehovah into a land not sown, and God says, I remember for thee. They had forgotten. Israel then was the first-fruits of his increase. With what pleasure He reverted to it, the kindness of youth, the freshness of first love. They had at that time appreciated the passover, and acted in faith; they had light as to Jehovah; they had passed the sea in faith; they were moved collectively as one man in the energy of faith. Suppose light is thrown on our early days, what is disclosed and what are we at the present moment? What we find in Israel is that there has been a trial of jealousy  there had been departure in heart from God. They had turned aside in their hearts affections from Jehovah. He became jealous (Numbers 5). Do you know what jealousy is? There are two things we come to know, love and jealousy, I want to come to these things. Israel knew love on the banks of the Red Sea. Do we know love? We talk a great deal about it. Paul says, The greater of these is love. Love is the nature of God; love is of God. It is not a product of mans nature, Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us, 1 John 3: 16. God has made known His love in the death of Christ; it has to be learned there. 

    In the Song of Songs we get love treated of. It sets forth the love of Christ. The song of songs, which is Solomons, was Solomons masterpiece, the masterpiece of the greatest poet. Solomon wrote by the Spirit of Christ. One attaches no value, no moral value, to any composition save what is by the Spirit of Christ. Solomons song is the triumph of Christ over the affections of His people. It is His triumph over His people, not over His enemies. The Lord is dealing with each one of us in order to triumph over our affections and to gain them. He takes great and wonderful pains to accomplish this. The bride knows what love is, and what jealousy is. If you look into the law of jealousy, you will understand that anyone who goes through that ordeal is not likely to forget it. If you are unfaithful, the Lord will put you through that trial. Jealousy is founded on love and is a sure proof of it. There is a fountain of love in the heart of Christ for you, and, therefore, there is jealousy. The trial of jealousy is a terrible thing, both for christendom and for Israel. Israel has to go through it yet. The systems around us are called christian, and christendom is responsible as outwardly espoused to Christ. Can you take that into your mind? The professing system today is the ruin of what Paul espoused to Christ. What a fearful responsibility rests upon that system, but there is no change in the heart of Christ toward His assembly, and if there is love, there is also jealousy. If the Lord Jesus Christ takes you into relationship with Himself and makes you know His love, you will have to undergo the ordeal of jealousy if your heart is diverted from Him. You do not have to go through it if the Lord is not jealous of you. Suppose we take the church at large, has there been any cause historically for jealousy? There is abundant ground for suspecting unfaithfulness. The church has become a public harlot. The book of Revelation proves that she who had the responsibility of being the spouse of Christ has been utterly unfaithful. There must, therefore, be the trial of jealousy, and those who have had to pass through it will never forget it. But we can thank God for it; it proves His affection; the fact that He has got love for us is proved. Are your affections being transferred to another, even perhaps in a very little way? The Lord is the first to feel it, and He becomes jealous. Jealousy is cruel as Sheol: the flashes thereof are flashes of fire, flames of Jah. The bride knew that. Jealousy in Christ is love in another garb. He becomes jealous in order to recover: jealousy is cruel as Sheol, unrelenting. The One who becomes jealous is all powerful. What an awful climax stands ahead of Christendom! Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? You may say, How may we provoke Him?. By turning our affections to another. That is idolatry, and if the Lord has to take issue with us, the victory will be His. If the Lord takes issue with christendom, He can do it only as a jealous husband, and what a fearful end there will be for that which had the responsibility outwardly of being the spouse of Christ. The bride knew love too, for after having spoken of love she says: We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts; that is, divine affections had not been formed. The bride knew the love of Christ and thinks of her sister. The true proof of genuine love to Christ is that you think of others. She had a profound sense of the love of Christ; Set me as a seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm, for love is strong as death. She would cling to Christ now, as having no confidence in herself, for there she would be secure. Cling to Him, and trust to His power to preserve you. But, as I was saying, the effect of knowing love is that the bride thinks of her little sister; she wonders what is to be done for her. She had the very best thoughts of love. The little sister was in a very poor way, she was not developed in affection, but love in the bride as restored thinks of others. If she be a wall, we will build upon her a turret of silver; and if she be a door, we will enclose her with boards of cedar. That is what love would do; it would build up and adorn its object, having in view development of love for Christ. 

    I read the passage in Revelation 22 to show how completely the Lord has regained the affections of the saints. As we have been seeing, God will have something for Himself, a race formed spiritually after Christ in affection. That is what is to continue before God. At present it takes the form of a people like ourselves. We are baptised to the Lord, and as committed to this the Spirit has a free hand to form us after Christ. The church outwardly is proved to be unfaithful and the curse is pronounced upon her; she bears the curse, Her children will I kill with death, Revelation 2: 23. But in a hidden way there have been those characterised by faithfulness to Christ, I hope, through the Lords grace that as a result of our being together, there will be more decision for Christ. The Lords appearing is undoubtedly drawing near. He looks for victory. In the end He secures for Himself the affections of His people, so I read those few verses in the end of Revelation to show the importance of being able to give a true answer as to who Christ is, Whom say ye that I am?. The Lord Himself raised the question on two occasions, and I have noticed how from time to time the question of the Lords Person is raised amongst us. The end in view is that He would constantly remind us of who He is. Outside of the enclosure of the Spirit there is no knowledge of Christ. No soul has knowledge of Christ outside the region of the Spirit. 

    David says in Psalm 110, Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies as footstool of thy feet. No one could understand that apart from the Spirit, and now at the close of Revelation the Lord says, I am the root and offspring of David. Here He does not raise the question as to the truth of His Person; He answers Himself in all the dignity of who He is, I am the root and offspring of David. There is no question now as to who He is, and all is settled too in the heart of the bride, settled in intelligence and in affection as to Christ. She knows Him, and directly He answers Himself, the Spirit and the bride say, Come. This is distinct evidence of spiritual formation; the trial of jealousy is past, the bride is proved to be faithful. The outward thing may be unfaithful, but there are those who have intelligence as to Pauls word in 2 Corinthians 11: 2, I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ. That has been secured in the end. There is the evidence of faithfulness, and directly He presents Himself she knows Him. She can answer the question, Whose son is he?. The assembly can answer it. We know the Lord is The root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star, and we add to our knowledge that word of affection, Come. That is the great aim of the Lord to secure. The great effort on the part of the evil one is to seduce us; every true servant knows something of this. The Lord is jealous over you young people lest you should be diverted by the things of the world. This in principle becomes idolatry, but the bride loves Him; she says to Him, Set me as a seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm. 
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    GOD IS SPEAKING (WJH 15)

    Jeremiah 5: 30, 31; Jeremiah 12: 5, 6

    God has many ways of speaking to us. I suppose no one doubts that He can speak. When Moses told God that he could not speak, God said to him, Who hath made mans mouth? Do you think the One who made mans mouth cannot speak? He has given to His creature the ability to speak  a wonderful thing! Many take all for granted and never stop to think; but it is a marvellous thing to be able to speak. It distinguishes man from all other creatures on earth. Whatever infidels may say, the fact is that there is no other creature on earth that can speak but man. If God can impart, as the Creator, the power of speech to His creature, then surely God Himself can speak; He does speak in many ways. 

    Sometimes He comes and entreats men. That is a wonderful thing, that the Omnipotent God should come to His creature and entreat him. My Spirit shall not always strive with man, He says, but He does plead with them. Sometimes God warns men. Sometimes He comes to us with a command, speaking as the King eternal. Sometimes He reasons with us, and that is what is in my mind  I want to reason with you for God. God Himself uses that word, Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord. That is marvellous language for God to use  that He would come to His creature and say, We will reason the matter out. Paul did that, as Gods servant  he reasoned with Agrippa. He did not entreat him, he did not warn him, nor command him, but he reasoned with him. 

    In the verses in Jeremiah 5, God says in effect, When God removes all the lies that have been told, what will you do in the end? When everything that is false disappears, what will you do? I would like you to look this in the face. It says of what is false, My people love to have it so. I wonder why it is that if you tell people a lie, many delight in it. 

    A Christian doctor, who was a lecturer in a university, said that if he were to say that man was the offspring of the ape, many would clap. Many would be delighted to hear him tell them that they were the descendants, of apes, but if he said that certain families were descended from Kaffirs, some generations back, he might be taken to court about it. It is magnificent to be told that man has descended from the apes, but to be told that you have some black mans blood in you might be regarded as libel. The first is a lie, and men love it; the second might be true  often is  and is not wanted. Now, why is that, dear friends? Why is it that men love lies? Scripture speaks of those who love and make a lie, Revelation 22: 15. 

    If the universe is simply an accident developed, then, of course there is no God and no question of good and evil, and no responsibility. Men, unless they know God in reality, like to believe that, for then they can go their own way and do what they like regardless of any moral issue. The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof? What will you do at the end, for lies will not always stand, because God is true, and Jesus is true  the truth is in Jesus  and the Spirit of God is true. 

    Someone says, I am not prepared to believe about Jesus. That means, I am not prepared to acknowledge God. Do you know what the Scripture says, The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God. I do not apologize for Scripture, for it speaks the truth. 

    To look up into the heavens, to see the countless hosts of heaven maintained in order and balance, to look indeed at Gods work around you, to consider even your own body, and say there is no God, is folly indeed. 

    There may be a person here who says in his heart, I am not prepared to believe in Christ. I credit you with the desire to be honest in your attitude, and I would ask you to look at this: How many, do you think, have today seriously thought of King George V? He died not many years ago and he was loved by his people. How many people have really thought of him today? A mere handful. That is after so short a time. How many people today have even mentioned the name of General Wolfe? Hundreds of years ago he took Canada from the French  how many people have thought about him today? Probably not one. Go back further to Columbus. He was a great navigator. Who thinks seriously about him now? Go back to William the Conqueror, or to Alfred the Great. Whoever thinks of them? And yet, nearly two thousand years ago there was Someone here on earth  laid in a manger when He was born  He had not where to lay His head on earth  crucified as a malefactor at His exit from this world. 

    Yet millions of people today love Him. They would do anything for Him. Thousands have died for Him at the stake and in the fire  have never seen Him and yet have died for Him. Is that a myth? Impossible. 

    Dear friend, the truth of the matter is that Christ lives in heaven and His Spirit is here. That is why His name does not die. That is why He affects men, women, and children all over the earth irrespectively of rank or race. Now, dear friend, be honest, is this not the truth? Not only is God true and Christ true and the Holy Spirit true, but God has provided for men True Bread and He has shone upon man the True Light and He makes available to men the true riches. Have you got them? or do you so love what is false that what you eat is not bread? As the prophet Isaiah said, Wherefore do ye spend your money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? 

    I once asked a man why were not some pictures shown of a purely geographical nature, say, of the Antarctic continent. He said, People would not come, and it would not pay. What is unclean attracts the crowds. The apostle Peter indicates that. Men run to the sink of corruption, and they think it strange that Christians do not run with them, see 1 Peter 4: 4. 

    God has made available the True Bread. What will you do in the end when all that which is not true runs out? Scripture speaks of the True Light that lightens every man. Do you prefer the light that is really darkness? How great is that darkness! Much that professes to be light is darkness  gross darkness. God has shone in Christ, the True Light. 

    What will you do in the end, if you continue in that which is not light, but is darkness? God has great riches available for men  Riches and honour are with him  riches that you can take into another world. Are you going to give your life for the riches of this world which will land you in eternal poverty instead of seeking the true riches from Christ? When you stand before God in your poverty in the end, what will you do? 

    I pass on to the next scripture. Another question is raised. It says, If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? The figure used is clear to everyone. The footmen are running and you are running with them, and you have become tired. If that is the case, how will you contend with horses? I hope there is someone here who has become tired of running with the footmen. The pace is accelerating today. The pace of this world is getting faster and faster, morally as well as literally, and I trust there is someone getting sick and weary of it and would like to find rest. You cannot keep up, you know you cannot. Maybe someone is trying to keep up with its dress, its night life, its evil  it is getting faster. The horses are coming, indeed, they have come. 

    What will you do then, as the pace increases down the steep slopes to perdition? The world position is like the swine spoken of in the gospels  rushing down a steep slope to the abyss below. You may think you can get out of it or keep at a certain pace. No, you cannot. Many a young man has started, only intending to go a certain distance, but the slope got so steep that he could not stop. I have seen such young men and women  oh, the anguish as you see them! The pace grows and they are swept down with it. 

    The prophet says, if in the land of peace they weary thee; when there is a measure of order and peace you grow weary with the world of sin and darkness and Satans power; you have not been able to cope with it, how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? We all know, I suppose, that the Jordan, in Scripture, means death, that river overflows its banks and you never know who is going to be swept into its current from day to day. What will you do when death comes? What can anyone do? I have been in the presence of death a good many times, when men of profound ability come in and can do nothing at all. They would do something if they could. When you are caught in this current, you must meet it alone. Your husband cannot go with you, your wife cannot go with you, your children cannot go with you, your parents cannot go with you, your friends cannot go with you. What will you do? There is One that can go with you; He has promised to go with every one of His own. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee. 

    I have seen men and women go down into the realm of death with a shout of victory. A middle-aged Christian man said to his friends recently, as about to die. Give my love to  and tell them I would not change places with anybody. He was gone in a few hours and he knew he was going. Is that a myth? Dear friends, in the presence of death you cannot be unreal. 

    We read in the Scriptures of a father whose daughter lay dying. He heard the roar of Jordan as it overflowed its banks and came near his house, and he knew that his daughter would be swept away by its current. She was only twelve  children are not exempt; all ages are affected, so that everybody should listen to the voice of death. The man could not do anything, but he believed in Christ, who was then on earth, and he came down to Christ and said, My daughter is at extremity, she is just at the point of passing out of this world for ever  come down and lay Thy hand on her. No one else can do anything. As they drew near, there came those out of the house who said, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master, but Jesus said, Be not afraid, only believe. He went in and said, She is not dead, but sleepeth, and they laughed Him to scorn. 

    The Lord was speaking in a language that we can understand. When a person is asleep, you go into their room, you say, So-and-so is asleep, and it does not worry you, even if they oversleep, because if you really want to wake them up, you can go in and call them. What sleep is to man, death is to God. God can awake the dead. The Lord Jesus went in and called her. They knew she was dead, and she was, as men say, but she was not beyond call in Gods sight. The Lord said, Maid, arise, and it says, her spirit came again, and she arose. Dear friend, are you prepared to say that is a lie? that the precious Scriptures are a lie? and that what Christ said is a lie? You may say that because you want to believe it; be willingly ignorant  because, if Christ can raise the dead, you must have to say to Him. As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God, Romans 14: 11. 

    Now, dear friend, how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? You say, Well, when that moment comes (and it must come if the Lord tarry) I will turn to Him. I would not and could not say that He would not hear you, but I do not know whether you would have time to turn to Him. I would say, if you want Him then, is not He worth having now? Are you going to say, I want the world of sin and my own will to the last minute of my life, then I want Him? If you want Him at the greatest moment of your life  if you want Christ then, and you will, for no one else can help you then  why not have Him now? If He is worthy of your faith then, when everybody else must leave you, is not He worthy of your trust and obedience now? It is sad to think of many young persons who really want the Lord when they die, yet live ten, twenty, thirty, forty years, not interested in Him, not prepared to break with the world and give up a pathway of sin. You cannot have the Lord and go on in sin. You cannot live in a world that hates Him, which would fain cast Him out, and enjoy His world. You cannot serve two masters, either you will hate the one and love the other, or hold to the one and despise the other, Luke 16: 13. 

    If you want the Lord in the hour of death, why not have Him in your life? He is worthy of your life. That is what Saul of Tarsus came to. He did not say, I will put this off until the end, but that He died for all that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them and rose again. That was Pauls judgment. I hope that is your judgment. As Paul says, I beseech you therefore... by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, Romans 12: 1. 

  
    Jeremiah 9

    


	    BLESSING THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD (FER 16) 


	    THE DESIRE OF GOD TO BE UNDERSTOOD (WJH 12) 




  
    BLESSING THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD (FER 16)

    Jeremiah 9: 23, 24; Matthew 8: 1 - 17; Matthew 23: 23

    All blessing for us lies in knowledge, any thoughtful person must allow this. We are not blessed as Israel in a future day will be with temporal blessing. Israel was promised material blessing  a fruitful land and so on. God gave promise of this to them if they were faithful, but we have no guarantee of that. In the Acts we find Peter saying, Silver and gold have I none. Again Paul had to say that he suffered hunger and thirst, his blessing consisted in what he knew and that is our blessing. That thought runs through all Scripture from beginning to end. See this verse in Jeremiah 9, amid warnings and imprecations to the people for their unfaithfulness, man is to glory in knowing and understanding that I am Jehovah. It is a great thing to understand that He is Jehovah. This was many a long year before christianity came in, it was Gods thought of blessing for man in general. It says that He exercises loving-kindness, judgment and righteousness in the earth. How do these things come to light? In the death of Christ  they came out in His life surely, but are seen specially in His death. He exercises loving-kindness, judgment and righteousness there. Suppose that all London understood and knew Jehovah in that way as exercising loving-kindness, then London would exercise immense power in the whole kingdom. 

    You get a remarkable expression in Revelation 18 as regards the great whore, that is, the great city that rules over the kings of the earth. The great city is Rome, and Rome has influenced kings at one time and another, superstition has been learnt from Rome. She is the city that rules over the kings of the earth, they have learned their manners and style from her. There is another city spoken of in the Revelation and the kings of the earth bring their honour and glory into it. The heavenly city will exercise amazing influence in the world to come. God is subjecting us to education now in order that we may be qualified, as heavenly, to exercise amazing influence in the world to come, just as, if London knew Jehovah, then London would have immense influence as regards the whole kingdom. The thought then of knowing God is found throughout all Scripture. He exercises loving-kindness; science is the food of some men, art is the food of others  mans imagination is the food of these vessels  but to understand Jehovah as exercising loving-kindness surpasses all that, surely. Wisdom, might and riches are spoken of here and it is one of these things that gives importance to a man of the world. In human wisdom there is nothing morally good; God is left out, and there can be no true wisdom where God is left out. Philosophy leaves Him out. Power and might are often used to satisfy the ambition of man. Riches are often a calamity, they often have the effect of keeping a man away from God. So the rich man is not to glory in his riches, nor the mighty man in his might, nor the wise man to glory in his wisdom; the Spirit of God takes up these three things that give importance to man in the world. Christ came and He made nothing of men of these three classes; and why? Because He brought in divine wisdom; divine power, divine riches  durable riches in the revelation of God: no need was there then for mans wisdom or riches or might. He took very little account indeed of the wisdom, riches or power of man here. He preached the gospel to the poor, He healed those who had no power at all. In Matthew 8 we get the leper first  in this chapter the Lord enters upon His ministry and where is the rich man there? The leper had no riches, might or wisdom, he was outcast. 

    Then the centurion was outcast also as regards the Jew. Then you get Peters wifes mother, and Peter himself was only a fisherman  there was no wisdom, might or riches in his case, but in all these cases you see Jehovah exercising loving-kindness, judgment and righteousness in the earth. Jehovah was present and He was dealing with all those that were sick. It was the presentation of Jehovah and He was presented in His character as exercising loving-kindness, judgment and righteousness in the earth. Judgment is seen in verses 11 and 12, Many shall come from the east and west and shall sit down there is discrimination seen. Loving-kindness is the spring of divine action, but with regard to Gods judgments things are not upside down, there is discrimination, He is to be known as exercising loving-kindness, righteousness and judgment; righteousness, that is, He maintained what was right. His loving-kindness is seen towards the poor leper. In the case of the centurion He raised up his servant, and He raised up Peters wifes mother. He maintained righteousness, that is He maintained all that was right before God and man, whereas in chapter 23: 23 the converse is seen in the scribes and Pharisees. The Lord takes up the chief among the Jews, they laid stress on trifles and omitted the great moral principles. In their minds things were upside down, they attached far too much importance to trifles and omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy and faith. Now pass on to the death of Christ: there we see the wise man, the rich man and the mighty man, all arrayed against Christ. Judgment was divorced from righteousness  all were in accord to condemn Christ  but on the other hand there was the perfect expression of the loving-kindness and righteousness and wisdom of God seen. In the death of Christ there was a perfect distinction seen between the wickedness of man and the loving-kindness of God. 

    The house of God is not material but is moral; God is dwelling here by His Spirit. We get tuition in the house of God and are brought to the blessed experience of the loving-kindness, righteousness and wisdom of God. The church is learning these things now and hence its influence in the world to come. We see then the importance of the moment to us, for the opportunity is given us to know and understand Jehovah; how blessed to know him that is true. We know Jehovah in the things in which He delights. 

  
    THE DESIRE OF GOD TO BE UNDERSTOOD (WJH 12)

    Psalm 14: 2, 3; Jeremiah 9: 23, 24; Mark 8: 14, 15

    One has felt that it might help us in our spiritual exercises if we took account of the desire of God to be understood. We know in our own affairs that we all have that longing, and how we feel it when misunderstood. How touching is the word in Psalm 14, The LORD looked down from heaven  that is from the height of His sanctuary, from that altitude from which He sees everything and everyone, God looked down. He was deliberately searching to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. The pleasure of God in finding a man who in some measure understood, is evidenced in relation to Abel. It says, By faith we understand, and God took account of Abel as one who had understanding. He may not have understood much, but he understood something, for he offered to God what God could accept; behind his offering there was evidence that he understood God in some measure, and what was suitable to God. Enoch also understood, for it says that he walked with God. How wonderful!  for 300 years he walked with God, so that in looking down from heaven, God would see in Enoch one who gave Him pleasure, and to whom He could unfold His secrets. God did not hide from Enoch what He was doing, and later we are told that he was not; for God took him. God had found in Enoch a man who was pleasurable to Him, and He took him. 

    Then of Abraham it is said that he was the friend of God, not only that God was Abrahams Friend, but Abraham was Gods friend. God loves to have friends who understand Him. A friend understands, so the Lord says to His disciples, I have called you friends. A servant does not know what his master does, but a friend knows and understands. Thus right down the line of faith there were men whom God found in His searching, as He looked down to see if there were any who did understand and seek God. He found these men of faith who in some degree understood. 

    When the Lord Jesus was here in manhood every longing of the heart of God was met. There was one blessed Man here who did understand, and as God looked down from heaven there comes the word, This is my beloved Son in whom I have found my delight. God had found it! The pleasure of God was ministered to perfectly  because a son understands. 

    You can see that with Abraham and Isaac as they go on together. As they went, what holy intercourse there was between them. My father, says Isaac, behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? My son, God will provide himself a lamb... So they went both of them together. What an understanding there was between Abraham and Isaac  so that when Isaac is bound and placed on the altar, there is no evidence of a struggle, or of any resistance, there was complete understanding; figurative of that blessed journey of Gods beloved Son, when in the perfect understanding of the Fathers will, He came here to die. The Lord could say to the Jews, I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you, John 8: 55. 

    If God is pleased to hide His things from the wise and prudent of this world, and reveal them to babes, the Son says, Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight, Matthew 11: 26. And if at the end of His service here, the cup may not pass from Him  that awful cup  He is able to say, in perfect submission, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done, Matthew 26: 42. Blessed understanding!  seen perfectly in Christ alone. What delight that ministered to God!  and God desires to extend it. 

    The Lords service as the Mediator of the new covenant has in view the extension of the knowledge of God, so that there should be myriads of hearts that understand and know Him. The apostle John takes up the thought and says: We know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ, 1 John 5: 20. He says, We know the Son of God is come, and having come, He causes the knowledge of God to enter into myriads of hearts; He gives us an understanding that we may know Him that is true. Jeremiah tells us that is the thing to glory in: let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me. What are riches? he says, do not glory in them. What is might?  or wisdom? The only thing to be desired is to understand and know God. 

    If God in His wisdom reduces our riches, and our resources, it is only that He may give us that wherein we may glory, that we should understand and know Him. Instead of our hearts living in the things that are passing away, and making them our all, He would bring before us that blessed One in whom we have an understanding and something in which to glory. The apostle Paul says, We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us, 2 Corinthians 4: 7. The treasure was the knowledge of God; it was that in which the apostle himself gloried. Paul said to the Corinthians, some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame, 1 Corinthians 15: 34. In this day, after the Son: of God has come, it is a shame not to know God! One speaks humbly, for how little, alas, we know God, but he says, I speak this to your shame. One has come, who is the Declarer of God, the Son of God, making God known, the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him, John 1: 18. It is therefore a shame, especially to Christians, if they have not the knowledge of God; but as having this treasure, we have that in which we can glory  Let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, Jeremiah 9: 24. 

    Now I would like to refer to this thought as seen in the blessed Lord Jesus Himself. What touching words we read in Mark 8: 21, How is it that ye do not understand? He might raise that question with many of us. God brought the beasts of the field to Adam, and he named them, and whatever he called them, that was their name, but it says, for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. Think of the loneliness of Adam at that moment! There were beasts of the field, cattle, and fowl of the air, and he could recognise their various characteristics, and name them; but for himself, there was no help meet found. Adam was alone on the earth, for there was not a living creature that understood him, or could share his thoughts. God Himself had said it was not good for the man to be alone; in His consideration for His creature, God would not allow the loneliness to continue. Think of the desolation of heart that would be felt, if one were alone in New Zealand! Yet Adam was alone on the earth, with not one soul to commune with him or share his thoughts. And so God says, I will make him an help meet for him, Genesis 2: 18. 

    With this in view God began another work, different from anything else that had gone before, it says He builded a woman, and brought her to the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. He found one that could understand him and share his thoughts, and with whom he could commune. Thus in holy manhood, the Lord Jesus was here alone. We can understand the loneliness of Christ; though He had the twelve disciples, and we know how greatly He appreciated them and their companionship, for He said, Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations, Luke 22: 28. 

    He would reward them for that, as He said, I appoint unto you a kingdom as my Father hath appointed unto me. Yet when we look into things closely, we can see that the Lord was alone in many respects; He was alone, for He was misunderstood, even by His disciples. 

    The incident we have read in Mark shows this. The Lord had taken five loaves and two fishes, and had fed 5000, and they had gathered up twelve hand-baskets full of the fragments; and again, He had taken seven loaves and a few small fishes, and had fed 4000. They had witnessed all this, yet when He speaks about the leaven of the Pharisees, that awful deadening influence which deadens and destroys the real value of everything that is of God, they say, It is because we have no bread, Mark 8: 16. They had but one loaf, and they thought He meant they needed bread. So the Lord says, How is it that ye do not understand? 

    Think again of the Lords love for little children. No one ever loved them as He did; He would take them into His arms and bless them and put His hands upon them, and identify Himself with them, but the disciples drove them away and bade them depart. They did not understand the Lord, and He rebuked them for what they did. Then think of the Lord on the lake; He said, Let us go to the other side. Think of all He had said, and of all the power they had witnessed, and yet when He went into the hinder part of the ship and slept, they are full of fear. They cry, Master we perish! They do not understand Him. 

    The Lord takes them on to the holy mount, where there is to be a display of His glory; when His face will shine as the sun, and His raiment become white as the light, when there is to be such a voice  a voice never heard before, disclosing what He is to the Father  and it says they were heavy with sleep! They do not understand. He takes them into the garden of Gethsemane where He was to face the question of that cup, where His whole soul is being poured out in sorrow: My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death,  but He comes and finds them sleeping  He is alone. 

    God had said, It is not good that man should be alone, and the Lord Jesus goes into death; answering in that sense to what is presented in figure in Adam, when the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon him. That really explains the present position in one view of it; primarily the deep sleep refers to the Lords death, but I believe that it also covers the whole of this present period, when publicly, the Lord is absent and unseen, when there is no evidence of His moving in a public way. The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept; and so the Lord has gone out of sight, for close on two thousand years, while God by the Spirit is building a woman, for the assembly  the church  is taken out of Christ. 

    Building is a work of time; it is done little by little, not in a moment. God may command the seas to swarm with living creatures, but that is not building: the assembly  the woman  is built, and little by little the structure is added to, until there is a vessel formed which is soon to be presented to Christ, when He will be able to recognise that which is of Himself, just as Adam recognised that Eve was of himself in saying, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh, she shall be called Woman because she was taken out of Man. So the apostle John hears the word, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lambs wife, Revelation 21: 9, and he was shown that great city, the holy Jerusalem  the city whose builder and maker is God. 

    The great present work of the Spirit of God is to form livingly in our souls that which will enable us to understand Christ; that we should be material for the building, by the work of God. The city is seen prepared as a bride adorned for her husband, and to all eternity she will understand, 

    and enter into the longings and desires of the heart of Christ. She will also have her part in the coming world, and from her will shine out that which has its origin in God Himself, for the glory of God has enlightened it and the Lamb is the lamp thereof. The source of its light is God. God is there. The city had no need of the sun... for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the lamp thereof. 

    I am sure the Lord would help us to make room in our souls for the work of the Spirit of God, so that we may understand His desires, that when the day of display comes, there will be seen that which corresponds to Christ, as Eve did to Adam, in the type. The Lord will have a companion that understands His own heart. It will involve on our side, deep exercises and the constant judging of what is unsuitable to Him, but how well worth while it is to be formed in the features of the true bride, so that what comes into display may be truly what is of Himself, as formed in us now by the work of the Spirit. 

    The Lord is extending the knowledge of God, knowledge that is yet to cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. As we look out on the sea, how completely the waters cover the whole area. Whatever there may be beneath, the waters cover all; and the Lord will cover the earth with the knowledge of God  the coming world will be enveloped in it. As God says through Jeremiah, they shall all know me  this while specially true of Israel will be characteristic of men in that day. 

    If Adam and Eve had acted according to their knowledge of God what an answer they would have given to the serpent; they would have cast his lie in his teeth as he brought forward his misrepresentation of God. In the eternal condition yet to be brought to pass every lie will be outside  every false thought of God that has ever intruded into the universe  outside with all liars. The whole scene is to be filled with those who understand and know God, those who respond to Him. 

    God is bringing many sons to glory. Sonship in the divine mind involves sympathy, intelligence, and an understanding of God and of His love; and the great blessing of sonship in varying degree is going to spread to every family, Ephesians 3: 15. In my Fathers house are many mansions  abodes  suggests the final thought connected with the Fathers house; there will be many abodes, where the many families all-knowing and loving God, will have their dwelling places. But the Lords special word to the assembly is I go to prepare a place for you. 

    The Lord help us to take account of the desires of God. I would bring before your hearts the desire God has to be understood, and the intense longing of the heart of Christ to be understood. The work of the Spirit today is to give a present and eternal answer to those longings. 

    May God grant that we may be contributing a definite part to that now. 

  
    Jeremiah 12

    


	(Jeremiah 5)     GOD IS SPEAKING (WJH 15) 


	    RIVERS (WJH 12) 




  
    RIVERS (WJH 12)

    Exodus 7:16-25; Exodus 8: 1-7; Jeremiah 12: 5, 6; Psalm 65: 9; Revelation 9: 13-16; Ezekiel 47: 1

    In these scriptures we have four rivers presented. A river suggests resource, influence, and the means of fertility  often coming as it does from distant sources. God is pleased to use the physical features of His creation to convey spiritual ideas. The sun speaks of Christ in His supremacy. A rock speaks of stability and permanency. Rain sometimes suggests blessing as coming from heaven. Wind suggests unseen spiritual forces either for good or evil. 

    In our first scripture we have Egypt and its river brought before us. Egypt owes everything to its river. It is one of the few countries that does not depend upon rain for its fertility, and generally it represents the world as a system with Satan as its god and prince. Its attitude is one of entire independence of God, and disregard of heavenly blessing. Babylon is a type of the religious world in all its confusion. Sodom represents the world in its corruption. Tyre is the commercial world, and Satan himself is referred to typically, as the king of Tyre in Ezekiel 28. 

    The river of Egypt represents that great source from which the world derives its sustenance and which feeds its pleasures; pleasures, indeed, which the scripture speaks of as the pleasures of sin for a season. 

    In Exodus 7 and 8, we see how God brought judgment upon Egypt so that its moral character might be disclosed to His people the children of Israel, before they left it: judgment always has this in view. This is not mere history, but is written for us upon whom the ends of the ages have come; that we might judge every worldly principle in our own hearts. The Lord, in John 17, did not ask the Father that His own should be taken out of the world, but that they might be kept from the evil that is in it. Very soon we shall actually leave this scene, for we are I believe on the eve of our translation to heaven, but before this takes place, God in His goodness is disclosing to us the true character of the world. 

    Pharaoh had sought to engulf the male children in Egypts river, and had he succeeded, then all public testimony for God  which is the idea of the male  would be brought to an end! In one way or another, parents who have faith in God, are made to realize Satans determination at all costs to have the children ensnared in this worlds pleasures, amusements and pursuits. Salvation for the children lies now as then, in hiding them, as did Moses parents. He was hidden with them for three months, and then later put into the ark of bulrushes in the sedge of the river bank. Godly parents today would seek to hide their children as far as possible from the world. The river of Egypt may appear to contain pure water and to provide refreshment, but God would let us know that morally it is nothing but death, for blood means death. The river turned into blood is to teach us this! 

    Alas, that many of Gods people turn to novels, and the wireless, etc., and each time they thus drink of Egypts river, they drink of death. This explains why so many believers lose their spiritual vigour, they are morally at the point of death. The self-willed course of many who disregard the wishes of parents or of their fellow believers, proves that they have been drinking into the death-dealing river of Egypt. How different did Israel find the pure water which flowed from the smitten rock, speaking to us of the living refreshment of the Holy Spirit come down from heaven as a direct result of the death of Christ! 

    The next feature connected with Egypts river is the frogs. Unclean spirits are likened to frogs in Revelation 16: 13. What unclean influences issue from this worlds sources, permeating all that men rest in and feed upon. Wireless in mens houses is not merely for information as to the weather and the markets, but is one of the means by which Satan succeeds in flooding their houses with worldly influences. The frogs of Egypts river speak of the uncleanness of man after the flesh in Gods sight, and in every sphere of mans life this is seen, as the self-will and unbridled lust of man is allowed liberty. The frogs covered the whole land of Egypt. 

    Now to turn to the river of Jordan in Jeremiah 12. This, as you know, was another great river, dividing the wilderness from the land of Canaan, and clearly typifies death. The question is raised with Jeremiah, What wilt thou do in the swellings of Jordan? What would he do? What would we do? Our minds travel back to the moment when Jordan overflowed all its banks  when Christ as typified in the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth, went into death. He is thus presented in Johns gospel. Death swelled its floods against Him  the accumulated force of the enemys power was arrayed against Christ, and death, that mighty weapon wielded by Satan, spent all its power against Him. Until Christ broke the power of death, it was in Satans power, and as such it was met by Christ. Death in all its mighty force had overflowed like the tide of Jordan, as Christ, the true Ark, went into death; but Jordan was driven back, The sea saw it and fled, Jordan was driven back, Psalm 114: 3. 

    The power that was inherent in Christ drove back the flood-tide of death as far as the city of Adam; that is, to its very source. 

    Thus a way through death has been made by Christ, for the people of God. And as Stephen faced death and passed through in triumph, so all Gods people are privileged to regard death as a defeated foe; and should we be called upon to face it actually, we can pass over in the strength of the One who has made a way through for us. 

    The next river, is the river of God, which is full of water. It is here, for it is said to enrich the earth. Its blessed tide is to be known by the people of God who have learned to turn away from the rivers of Egypt. What holy streams of refreshment God provides for His beloved people while still on earth. No need for any to thirst, still less for any to turn back in heart to Egypt. The river of God is full of water; here is no possibility of exhausting its boundless resources. A beloved brother remarked, My thimble-full of need, will never drain the ocean. If any Christian is thirsty or unsatisfied, in soul, it is because he is not drinking of the river of God. 

    How then can I find this river? The scripture reads, Thou visitest the earth, thou waterest it; thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God which is full of water, Psalm 65: 9. The river of God is the result of divine visitations. The greatest of these visitations when God visited the earth in a permanent way, was at the incarnation, when the Word became flesh. In spite of the refusal of man, God visited it again, in the coming of the Holy Spirit. It is said Thou greatly enrichest it  think of the divine enrichment consequent on the coming of the Spirit. Thus in the blessed river of God, we have abundance of wealth and blessing for the whole earth, all available as we pray. Communion with Christ at once gives you liberty of access to the river of God. You have but to pray. Dear young believer, when you feel thirsty and dissatisfied in soul, do you turn to a novel or the wireless?  or do you speak to God? If you turn to Him, the living refreshment of the river of God will flood your soul, and your tiny vessel  for of course you could not yourself contain the river of God, will not only be filled, but will have abundance for others around, as the Lord indicates in John 7: 38. 

    In Revelation 22, the river is spoken of as the river of water of life. It flows out of the throne of God and of the Lamb, suggesting that where the rule and authority of God are owned and bowed to, the river of God becomes available to men. We receive the Spirit on this principle  He gives the Holy Spirit to them that obey him, Acts 5: 32. This river is said to be clear as crystal, no defiling element and no corrupting influence are in that river. 

    Another presentation of the river of God is given to us in Ezekiel 47; it is seen there in relation to the house of God. It is said there to flow out from under the threshold of the house. This points typically to the position of the people of God here in this world, for consequent upon the descent of the Holy Spirit they constitute the house of God, and issuing from among them is the living influence of the river of God, John 7: 38. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, they will be still praising thee, Psalm 84; they are enriched by the river of God in all its blessed refreshment, it is known by the people of God, those who, as pleasurable to God afford in this world, the conditions suitable to Gods house. It cannot be known in relation to any other house. There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High, Psalm 46: 4. That is the way scripture refers to the place whence the river proceeds, from under the threshold of the house. 

    Lastly, there is the great river Euphrates. This is connected with the age-old barrier which God has providentially maintained between the East and the West. But at the end of this present dispensation, and we stand at its very end today  God will as a part of His judgment on Christendom for its apostasy from Christ, loose the angels that for so long have been bound at the river Euphrates. 

    We have already seen the introduction from the East of such fearful influences of evil as Spiritism, Theosophy, etc., which have obtained so strong a hold upon Christendom consequent upon the displacement of Christ, and the Spirit of God. As the house of Christendom becomes empty, owing to the Spirit of God being denied His place, the demons return with seven-fold power, and they are rapidly occupying the house. See Matthew 12: 43-45. In very many ways it is plain that the way of the kings of the East is being prepared, though at present there is restraint consequent upon the presence here of the Spirit of God and the people of God. As the apostle says, Ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work only he that letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. Thus we are plainly on the threshold of the close of the present dispensation. 

    May we be delivered from the corruption of the river of this world, and drink deeply into the river of God! 

  
    Jeremiah 13
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    THE ACCEPTANCE OF DEATH (JT 25)

    Mark 16:15,16; Jeremiah 13:1-11

    We see in this passage in Mark, which is particularly the preachers gospel, the mandate that the eleven had from Christ to preach the gospel to every creature, or to all the creation, and that he that believed and was baptised should be saved. I wish to show from this latter statement that the Lord intended that those who believed the gospel should believe it in all its parts, and particularly that they should accept the necessity for death, of which baptism is a symbol. Baptism signifies that the believer accepts death; first that he accepts it as a penalty upon himself, and secondly, that he accepts the death of Jesus as bearing that penalty. There is therefore, in baptism, a definite acceptance of death, and I believe that the secret of the feeble realisation of salvation which many have, and consequently the small realisation of joy is due to the non-acceptance of death. 

    It may appear from these remarks as if I were emphasising baptism unduly, especially as Paul says that Christ sent him not to baptise but to preach the gospel, but we must not misconstrue the apostles remark; he conveyed by it that he was not one like John the baptist  sent to baptise; he was not a baptist in that sense. In saying that he was not sent to baptise but to preach the gospel, he did not mean that he did not preach baptism, for he did. It is true that in answering the enquiry of the Philippian jailer he said nothing about it; he said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house (Acts 16: 32). That is what he said; it was one of the most remarkable answers that a sinner could get, especially a sinner who had a household, but then it adds they spoke to him the word of the Lord, and the word of the Lord included what I have read, it included that men were to believe and to be baptised; and so the scripture says that the jailer was baptised, he and all his. It is quite obvious that he would not have suggested baptism as left to himself, but he learned from the apostle the significance of it, and he acted on it, and so it says he was baptised and all his straightway; that is to say, the word of the Lord spoken to him by the apostle conveyed to him the necessity of baptism, it conveyed to him the necessity of a definite acceptance, in a public way, of the death of Christ, and he acted upon it. 

    Now what I have said is in keeping with Gods ways from the beginning, and wherever faith existed in man, death was accepted, and no one can come into salvation unless he accepts death  unless he accepts it first as the penalty from God on account of sin, and secondly in the death of Christ as that which God recognises as meeting the penalty which lay upon him. So you find that the first believer in Scripture  the first taken account of as a believer  is Abel. I have no doubt that Adam believed, but Scripture begins with Abel as heading the list of faith, and it says his faith was evidenced in offering to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain. He brought a sacrifice which involved the recognition that death lay upon himself, and I would appeal to every one here at this time as to whether you have accepted death, whether you have realised that a direct penalty from God lies upon you, as it says, In the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die (Genesis 2: 17). That was the penalty, and the first believer in Scripture accepted that, he said virtually, If I have to say to God I must accept that death is upon me and, in accepting that, I bring a sacrifice, I bring a creature that never sinned, and we see God accepted it, and that he was accepted. He was the first on that line; his death was not that of penalty, it was that of martyrdom, he was honoured; nor will the death of a believer be a penalty, for the penalty, beloved friends, has been executed for the believer. So that whilst Abel was the first to die a literal death, he did not suffer death as a penalty from God, he suffered it as a martyr; he stood for the testimony of God, he stood for the testimony as it was then, and acted upon it, and he died on that line. His was a wonderful death, his blood cried to God from the ground; it was precious, it was the blood, beloved friends, of a believer, one who had been accepted through an offering, through a sacrifice. He had accepted death and right down in the history of faith, you find that wherever faith existed, it was marked by the acceptance of death. 

    Now you come to Seth; he was to take Abels place; he was to be instead of Abel. What you find in him is that when his son is born he calls his name Enosh, meaning that the child was born to die; Enosh means man as mortal. What light there is in that for parents! Seth is the first parent who furnished light as to ones children; the first ray of light comes to the household through the farther of Enosh; he recognised that the child was born to die, so he called his name Enosh; in that name there was light, and so men then began to call on the name of the Lord. There was the acceptance of death, and right down the line of Enosh the Holy Spirit justifies Seth in so naming his son by telling us formally that each one of them died; not only Enosh, but Enoshs sons right down to the sixth generation from Adam died, the Holy Spirit thus confirming Seths acceptance of death. No matter however long a man might have lived, eventually he died. We thus see how Scripture emphasises what I am speaking of in those who had faith. 

    When you come to Noah, he accepts it and rose to it, for he built an ark for the saving of his house; he raised no questions with God, he quarrelled not with the divine sentence, nor with the fact that death was about to be poured out on the world, that the world was to be engulfed in it. Noah accepted it. Have you, beloved friends, accepted the judgment of God? There is a present penalty resting upon every child of Adam, and that penalty cannot be lifted save through the death of Christ; there is also impending judgment that cannot be averted save through the death of Jesus. Have you as yet accepted this penalty? Noah raised no question. The testimony is he prepared an ark for the saving of his house; he accepted the word of God, and he prepared the ark and he went into the ark; such was his submission to the judgment of God, and to the word of God; he entered the ark and he went through the judgment. And so, as I said, we have it right down the line. 

    Israel accepted death in Egypt; they ate the roast lamb, they were sheltered from judgment, from the destroying angel; the paschal lamb was slain, and its blood sprinkled on the doorpost and lintel. The house was immune, whilst death was all around, but in all the houses of Israel there was a definite acceptance of death. Then we read, By faith they passed through the Red Sea as through dry land; of which the Egyptians having made trial were swallowed up (Hebrews 11: 29), and as death was definitely accepted as the principle of faith, Moses and the children of Israel sang. It is the one act on the part of Israel that is said to be an act of faith; God, as it were, signalising that so that we might profit by it. The Egyptians were drowned; they did not accept death, but Israel entered the sea, they trod the bottom of the sea, according to the word of God, and reached the shore on the other side. God said, Speak to the people that they go forward, and they went forward and they reached the other shore; there was the definite acceptance of death and hence the Holy Spirit tells us, Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song (Exodus 15: 1). That supports what I have remarked, that the secret of the little enjoyment of salvation that there is among the people of God, and the little consequent joy is due to the non-acceptance of death. You may shelter in your house, but then the whole area outside in which you are is under the judgment of God, under death, whereas when you cross over the Red Sea you are not only immune, but the whole area is; you have left behind the area to which death applies, to which judgment applies, and it says they then sang. How often have you sung, and joined with Christ in that song of triumph? There is very little real singing amongst the people of God in the sense of known triumph, of known salvation and of consequent known deliverance. Moses and the children of Israel sang this song: I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted (verse 1). How much of that singing do we know, dear brethren? It is the portion of the christian to sing, and so Israel sang. When? When death was accepted; when it was definitely accepted by them, then they sang. 

    Well now, I could furnish other illustrations, from the Old Testament, but I want to dwell on the New Testament for a moment, so that you may see how in the early days believers accepted death in accord with what the Lord enjoins here. Peter is the first preacher of the gospel after Christ went to heaven, and he answers the question asked similar to that which the jailer asked; he had been telling his hearers, in language which the Holy Spirit has recorded, that God had raised Jesus and that He was exalted to His right hand, and that God had made Him both Lord and Christ; and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit He had shed forth this which they now saw and heard. His hearers said to him, What shall we do, brethren? Is there one here tonight who asks such a question as that? Has the gospel, as presented to you  that God raised Christ from the dead and made Him Lord and Christ in heaven  raised this question with you? Do you ask what you are to do? Do you say, I would like to have part in that? Well, we are here tonight that you should have part in it. We know something of it, we know that the Person of the Holy Spirit is really here, that the Holy Spirit is not some theoretical idea, we know that He is a living Person here on earth, and we would love to have you share in the Spirit, and in the joys which the Spirit brings  the knowledge of forgiveness, the knowledge of salvation, and the joy of salvation. And then if you ask what you are to do I answer you in these words  Peters words: Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 38). I call attention particularly to the use of baptism, how Peter brings it in, because it was of moment that his hearers should accept the death of Christ, not merely to believe in Messiah come in flesh, but to believe that He had died; as Paul says, Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures (1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4). This death, this burial, this resurrection of Christ were to be accepted. So Peter says here, Repent, and be baptised, answering to the Lords command, for whilst baptism is a privilege, it is also a command it reduces you, it takes you out of the world. It is imperative that a believer should be baptised, not only as a mere outward form, but as a definite acceptance of the death of Christ. We find that those who heard and received Peters word were baptised. 

    You see them there on that day in Jerusalem what a day it was! How many questions arise in ones mind as to detail! Where did they get the water? Who administered the baptism? How many did Peter baptise? What formula did he use! All these enquiries are quite pertinent, but not answered in Scripture, they are unanswered in Scripture; we can well understand what the answers would be, but picture to yourself in that city three thousand persons baptised; it was not done in a corner, it was a public matter. These three thousand converts were believers in Christ, they accepted Him as their Messiah, but they accepted His death, and that is the point; it was a very real thing with them because the rest of the population in Jerusalem was against them. The hostility soon arose against them, but nevertheless they were baptised. The Holy Spirit tells us that one thing; He emphasises that those who received Peters word were baptised. Have we all been baptised? and, as baptised, have we accepted it as the death of Christ? It is the death of Christ, it is no less than this. The like figure, Peter says in speaking of it; there is the outward form, but there is reality in it, it is the death of Christ accepted for salvation, and so it says, there were added in that day about three thousand souls (verse 41). They were added; it does not say who added them, but they were added as baptised to what was already there. They took their places publicly in the presence of bitter opposition as followers of Jesus; they were baptised and they came into salvation, hence the Spirit of God goes on to say that they persevered in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and prayers. There was the christian company; they were brought into the sphere of salvation where the Holy Spirit was, where the authority of Christ was, where fellowship was, where prayers were made, and they were filled with joy praising God. After this beautiful picture presented by the Spirit of God of the baptised ones, we read, the Lord added to the assembly daily those that were to be saved. 

    It was a day of salvation in Jerusalem, and these people were saved, they were obviously saved, saved publicly, they were free from the world, they were free from death as a penalty, they were living, they were in liberty, and in the enjoyment of salvation. What do you know about all this? The Holy Spirit gives us the thing as it was in the beginning on the day of Pentecost, and we are told what God brought about, and what those came into who accepted death. Throughout the Acts you find that where the gospel is received as in the case of the eunuch, death is accepted. The light of the gospel came into his soul through Philips preaching, he desired to be baptised, he accepted death, and he went on his way rejoicing. 

    What a delightful spectacle to heaven these two men presented in the desert as they went down both into the water! Philip knew what baptism meant, that it meant the death of Christ, that it symbolised that. He and the eunuch went down together into the water; the eunuch wished to accept the thing, he wished to be known as a public accepter of the death of Christ. What I am speaking of is of the greatest possible value if accepted practically; a public acceptance of the death of Christ, a definite acceptance before God of it, means deliverance of soul. The eunuch went on his way rejoicing, and it is ever so  there is joy in the soul as it is accepted. 

    I want now to show in Jeremiah that there were those who did not accept it. The prophet is told by the Lord to buy a linen girdle. Thus said Jehovah unto me: Go and buy thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins; but dip it not in water, and Jeremiah got a girdle according, to the word of Jehovah and put it on his loins. Then the word of Jehovah came to him a second time, saying, Take the girdle that thou hast bought, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. But Jehovah had said, dip it not in water; it was specified at the outset that the girdle was not to be dipped in water, it was not to symbolise persons who accepted the death of Christ, it was to symbolise persons who had not accepted the death of Christ; it was to symbolise persons who were in outward nearness to God by whatever means or ceremony, who had not accepted death, of whom there are, alas! millions at the present time. It may be there are some here numbered amongst us, who have been brought up in a christian family, brought up in the light of the gospel; it may be you have been baptised as a child, and brought into outward relations with God as born of christian parents, and Scripture regards you as holy, as being in outward relations with God. There may be some near and some perhaps more distant, but in this case so near as to be symbolised as a girdle on a mans loins. 

    Think of that! Who is there here in a like case? You attend the meetings, it may be, you have the reputation of being a christian, and not only that, but you are specially connected with God and with Christ, and with the saints  you are in outward nearness to God and have come into the benefits of that, for no one can be near to God with His people without being benefited in some sense, and so this girdle refers to you. But you have never been dipped in water, you have never accepted the death of Christ, you have been near-by. The prophet has to take a long journey to convey this thought of God to your soul; he was told to rise and go to Euphrates. You may think lightly of it, but God would send the archangel Michael from heaven to earth to enlighten your soul. What a God! 

    If you repent, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over you. Such is God, such is Gods interest! And so here Jeremiah, who had much to do and much to suffer  he is the weeping prophet  is obliged to take a journey that would be long even by train today  from Jerusalem to the Euphrates. How he did it I do not know; whether he walked it or went by camel I do not know; it is one of the many things that are unwritten, but he went. He had got the girdle and had put it on him, and then went and hid it in the rock, according to the word of Jehovah, all in order that you might be enlightened, that you might know what God thinks about you as in outward relation to Him without in reality belonging to it, without having accepted the death of Jesus for yourself. Think of Jeremiah wending his way across those deserts and rivers to reach the Euphrates, his one thought being to carry out the will of God! He was a servant of God and all the servants of God are yours. I mean, beloved friends, Jeremiah suffered for this  for the light of God to come to us, for he is but a symbol of Jesus who came all the distance, not from Jerusalem to the Euphrates, but from heaven to earth. He came that way, He came by the way of the manger, by the way of Herods judgment hall and by the way of Calvary. He came that way to bring the thoughts of God to us here, to bring the love of God to our hearts, to impress us with the fact that God cares for us and would have us. So this remarkable symbol is to convey to you tonight the mind of God about you  that you have been content to be in outward relationship with Him without accepting the death of Christ for yourself, without judging yourself, without confessing your sins, without repenting. What are you? You say I am cultured, I can play and sing, I can earn my living. What does Scripture say? You are good for nothing. The girdle when taken out of the hole of the rock was marred, it was good for nothing; in the sight of God, you are good for nothing, your very position in relation to Him is but darkness, you are discrediting the truth, you are discrediting the gospel, you are discrediting your parents who believe in Jesus, you are discrediting the whole profession of christianity, you are good for nothing, you are of no value to God. I am not denying, as men say, that you may be a good father, mother, daughter, brother, sister or servant, but morally you are good for nothing in the sight of God. The question is, what are you for God? What use can God make of you? Men may make much of you, but what use can God make of you? Nothing, nothing  it is very solemn. For as a girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith Jehovah; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would not hear. You see that was the divine intent, and that is the divine intent as to you, that you should be near to God, that you should be to Him for a people, and for a praise, and for a glory. How great are the divine thoughts! And, let me say to christians, these divine thoughts apply to every one of us  we are to be to God for a people now, for a praise and for a glory. 

    But I am speaking more to those who are outwardly with us, who are in the same outward nearness to God and have not been dipped in water. Jehovah says, dip it not in water. I have said enough about water to show you what it means here; it means the death of Christ, and one must accept it in ones soul. In being baptised I accept definitely that I have died with Christ. I have accepted His death as my own; the penalty no longer refers to me, it has been borne by Him, He has been delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justification. Therefore, as we read, having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5: 1). We have accepted death  His death as our death, His resurrection as ours  as a testimony on Gods behalf that our sins have been disposed of, that they will never come up again; in other words we have been dipped in water. This girdle does not refer to such, it refers to those who are content to remain in heart away from God whilst enjoying certain privileges and outward nearness to God. I beg of you tonight, in the Lords name, to attend to the things that matter, and see to it that you have accepted the death of Christ definitely, as Paul says, he saved us through the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3: 5). There is no other way, there must be the dipping in water, the definite acceptance of death, first as the penalty upon me, and secondly as that which Jesus has endured, so that it never comes to me. When I come to that, then instead of being good for nothing, only to be consigned to eternal judgment, I am good for something, for every believer is taken up by God, with the definite intent to be for a people, for a name, for a praise, and for a glory. That is Gods mind for us, and He takes us up for it, but if we refuse to accept the death of Christ we are good for nothing  very solemn word. May it appeal to those who have not accepted the death of Christ! 

  
    THAT WHICH IS GOOD FOR SOMETHING (JT 27)

    Jeremiah 13:1 - 11; Revelation 11:1,2

    The Old Testament prophets may be viewed as witnesses to the long-suffering of God, just as, at the present time, evangelical ministry is the testimony of the long-suffering of God. It says that accounting the long-suffering of our Lord to be salvation (2 Peter 3:15), for God is not willing that any should perish; so that now we have a testimony to divine long-suffering in the presence of the assembly down here and of the Spirit who qualifies vessels for the preaching of Christ. The prophets correspond to this thought in a remarkable way. It even says that God saves at the dawn of the morning, such is His sustained interest for His people. What is presented in the prophets are signs indicating the ministry of each. The fact is manifested in a special way in Isaiah and Jeremiah. Isaiah has in view the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; His train filling the temple, while the seraphim proclaimed, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! Isaiah 6:3. It was the testimony that God had a throne and the means to bring everything into correspondence with His throne. As soon as the seraphim proclaimed His glory, the glowing coal taken from off the altar purged Isaiah. The prophet Isaiah then gives the testimony to the means that God has by Him to bring the whole earth into correspondence with His holiness. Isaiah is the great evangelical prophet; while showing us the throne of God and Christ seated thereon, he shows us also that same precious Person walking on this earth and bearing sins upon the cross. So, an African, a coloured man, a stranger to the blessings of Israel, receives from the mouth of the great evangelist Philip, the good news concerning Jesus; he was reading the prophet Isaiah, and he went on his way rejoicing. 

    To Jeremiah also are given signs: first a rod of an almond-tree (Jeremiah 1:11) representing the faithfulness of God; and then a seething-pot (Jeremiah 1:13) turned from the north and representing the judgment of God. Thus we see on the one hand the eternal faithfulness of God, for it says, I am watchful over my word to perform it (Jeremiah 1:12); if we apply that thought to our days, we see that God is about to fulfil everything that He has purposed; every one of His elect will be saved. On the other hand, the love and the grace and the goodness of God towards all are declared, for He desires that all men should be saved. That is what the rod of an almond-tree reminds us of, while the seething-pot reminds us of the judgment which will fall upon those who reject the gospel, for it says in the epistle to the Romans that there is revealed wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety, and unrighteousness of men holding the truth in unrighteousness Romans 1:18. If therefore the gospel is rejected, there is only judgment for men. 

    In chapter 13 of Jeremiah, there is a remarkable figure supporting what I have just said. The word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah telling him to go and buy a linen girdle and put it upon his loins; then the word came again to him, saying, Take the girdle that thou hast bought, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to the Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. We have here a striking sign. Jehovah explains it further on, For as a girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith Jehovah; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory; but they would not hear. If we apply this verse to ourselves, it deals with a people in outward relation with God. God had acted toward Israel with the greatest consideration and the greatest affection. As a girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah. It is a question of what God brought about; I caused to cleave unto me. It is not a question of the result of the peoples love; it is a question of what God brought to pass by outward means, so to speak. There are thousands today who have been affected by outward means. The gospel of God revealed in Christ has affected men, so that they have taken that position; but is there any moral value in that? The girdle was no longer good for anything. What was the secret? It had not been dipped in water. Jehovah said to Jeremiah, Dip it not in water. 

    Those who are really believers in Christ have been dipped in water. There cannot be real and living faith if one has not been dipped in water. Our beloved Lord Jesus has been into the water, not that He had any need of it. However, He had to say, All thy breakers and thy billows are gone over me Jonah 2:3. He went down to the bottoms of the mountains (Jonah 2:6), like Jonah, who is a type of Him; He went down into the depths of the sea. All thy breakers and thy billows are gone over me Jonah 2:3. The waters encompassed me, to the soul Jonah 2:5. He suffered the judgment of God; and we must be brought to correspond to what He endured. Profession is worthless. As to appearance, we may be as near to God as a girdle that encircles the loins of a man. We may frequent the meetings; we may read the Bible; we may even partake of the Lords supper; we may be identified with the saints, and we may not have been dipped in water, that is to say, we may not have appropriated the death of Christ. It says that on the day of Pentecost, all those who were converted were baptised. 

    That was not a religious form. The meaning of baptism is identification. Those then who had accepted his word were baptised Acts 2:41. It was a matter of a real identification with the death of Christ. We can only be baptised once. Baptism is an event, a fact that remains during the whole of our life on earth. It was those who were baptised who persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers Acts 2:42. Baptism was the sign that they had really been dipped in water. They publicly identified themselves with the death of Christ, but perseverance in the teaching of the apostles shows that they were subject and in fellowship. They took up Christian obligations, and the breaking of bread showed that they loved the Lord Jesus, and that they wished to keep Him in their affections. In other words, these three thousand believers showed that they had been dipped in water, and that their position in relation to God was not merely outward. If God had attached them to Him as a man attaches to himself a girdle round his loins, they showed that they were in that nearness and that they wished to remain there. They were attached to the Lord. That is what God brings about; He attaches us to the Lord. But if we love Him, we attach ourselves to Him. If there is not this reality, we are good for nothing. What a serious word! One may be a good citizen, a good neighbour, a good member of society, a man of business, and nevertheless be good for nothing in Gods eyes. How serious it is! And the secret is that one has not been dipped in water. Then God announces His judgment. 

    You see the great care of Jeremiah, as well as his sacrifice, in order that God should cause this thought to penetrate into His peoples conscience. There are three communications. First of all, Jehovah had said to him, Buy that girdle, and let it be of linen. Then it was a question of carrying it to the Euphrates. 

    And the word of Jehovah came unto me the second time, saying, Take the girdle that thou hast bought, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to the Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as Jehovah had commanded me. It had to be hidden in a hole of the rock by the Euphrates. On the one hand, it is the means for the preservation of the girdle; and on the other, it is nearness to death. It is a question of the government of God towards His people; for later on, in His government, they were carried away to the Euphrates; but in His governmental ways, God shows His great care for us. The rock was to provide the preservation of the girdle. If we can possibly be preserved, God provides the means, but death is near at hand. If we would be preserved, it is a matter of accepting what is at hand. The believer who is such only by profession has only to appropriate the water of death which is near. In other words, God has acted in His governmental ways towards you. His love is behind all. It is for you to appropriate the death of Christ  the only means of blessing. Faith will be accompanied by perseverance, for they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers Acts 2:42. Those who despise those things cannot be good for anything. In so far as I submit to the teaching of the apostles and continue in the teaching and fellowship, in breaking of bread and prayers, I am good for something; I arrive at being of some value to God and to His people; otherwise I am exposed to divine judgment  and good for nothing. That which is good for nothing must disappear, sooner or later; but, in the long-suffering of God, His gospel is still presented, and also a living, fresh ministry, in order that we may be subject and may be found good for something. At the beginning of the book of the Acts, we see those who became good for something. Think of the way God used such believers! Think how those three thousand believers were good for something! They were brought into the assembly, vessels of divine glory. The one who, according to the second epistle to Timothy, purges himself from vessels to dishonour is a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work (2 Timothy 2:21); he is good for something, which is the case with every true believer. 

    Now, in Revelation 11, God takes account of all that is good for something. And there was given to me a reed like a staff, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship in it. The temple of God, at the present time, includes all those who have received the Holy Spirit. The temple is composed of those who are good for something. The apostle says to the Corinthians, Do ye not know that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 1 Corinthians 3:16. How great and blessed it is to have part in the temple of God, where the Spirit of God dwells and the light of God is found! Beloved, think of the privilege of forming part of that temple! We are led to consider the reality of Christianity, each brother and sister forming part of the temple of God where He makes His light to shine. Am I going to continue to walk outside such a sphere? While coming to the meeting, while being with those who form part of the temple, am I going to remain at a distance? Why this distance? Love does not like this distance. Come near to me (Genesis 45:4), said Joseph to his brethren. Love takes pleasure in nearness. In the epistle to the Hebrews, love says, Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the holy of holies by the blood of Jesus, the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, and having a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart Hebrews 10:19 - 22. That is an invitation to every believer, now that the way has been dedicated through the veil; and God finds His pleasure in a true heart. My son, give me thy heart Proverbs 23:26. God can make use of your heart, if it is a purified heart, a true heart. He invites you to approach; we can approach. Why not approach, if we believe in Christ? Why, if our hearts have been sprinkled from a wicked conscience? If you have a wicked conscience, you know the reason. God knows it, and so do you. Confess before the Lord, for He has the means of purification. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness 1 John 1:9. 

    The Spirit insists, saying, Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together Hebrews 10:25. If we assemble ourselves, it is that we may approach God to worship Him. Thus the temple is measured, likewise the altar and the worshippers. If there is an altar, it is that I may offer sacrifices. If Christ has sacrificed all for me, it is a question of my sacrificing. Peter says that we are a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ 1 Peter 2:5. That is all measured  the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship in it. All that is found there is real, true. What joy for heaven to consider the saints of God on earth in the light of the temple. They are independent of man; they are in the light and knowledge of God revealed in Christ; they have the Scriptures as oracles of God; they have the Holy Spirit to understand the Scriptures, and on them shines the light of God. Then, they have made sacrifices; they have forsaken the world; it may be they are ready to lay down their life for the brethren, for if we would correspond to Christ, we ought to lay down our life for the brethren. 

    The altar is measured, and then the worshippers. When the saints gather together in assembly, they take up their priestly privileges. We are sons of God; and as such we are perfectly free before Him, for we know the Father. We are priests; and as such we understand what is suitable to the service of God. We worship God in spirit and truth John 4:23. These two things necessarily go together. I worship God in spirit, for God is a Spirit, and my spirit is in relation with God. But I worship Him also in truth, and I am to be in correspondence with Christ; truth is presented in Christ. We worship God in spirit and truth. All that is measured, for God takes account of it at the present time, dear brethren, and all that is outside of that is not measured  the court, that is to say profession which has no value in His eyes, which is good for nothing. For the profession, there is only judgment. How solemn it is to have part in that which is left for judgment! May God bless His precious word! 

    Address by J.T. at Tence, 18th May, 1926, morning. 
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    STANDING BEFORE GOD (JT 47)

    Zechariah 6: 4,5; Zechariah 4: 13,14; Jeremiah 15: 19; Jeremiah 35: 18,19; Deuteronomy 10: 8

    What is in mind is to enlarge on these scriptures as presenting the important thought of standing before God. It is seen in Zechariah, where God is said to be the Lord of all the earth. It is hoped, by the Lords help, first to call attention to these four spirits of the heavens, as they are called in Zechariah 6, and these two anointed ones, also standing before the Lord of all the earth, in chapter 4. Then in Jeremiah 15, to remind us of the danger, as in this attitude of standing before God, of becoming discouraged, being complainants (whether verbally or in our hearts) as if God were unfair to us. Fourthly, how young people come into this favour through obedience, especially to parents; and finally we may see the great privilege afforded to us as priests, that we may stand before God and minister to Him. 

    The first is of peculiar importance at the present time, as embodying the idea of government, the four monarchies seen in this chapter under the heading of horses being spoken of as the four spirits of the heavens Zechariah 6: 5. This is a unique explanation, but one which is to be noted, in view of the apparent danger in some quarters of disregarding governors: those whom God has appointed to maintain things, in His government, pending the return of Him to whom the government belongs  the King of kings and Lord of lords  that is to say, our great and glorious Emperor, still rejected, is about to take unto Himself His great power and reign. These four powers designated here as the four spirits of the heavens are, from the very designation itself, evidently appointed of God. Be they Babylonians or Medes or Persians or Greeks or Romans; be they what they may personally, they are designated in this way by God, and all who love God and who know Him should know His mind respecting them; give thanks to God for them; pray for them; for our very existence here in testimony, as we shall see in the later scriptures, depends upon them. So the prophet rightly asks about them, and young people would do well to follow the example of Zechariah, and inquire about these horses viewed in this remarkable way as the four spirits of the heavens. Four is always, I may say, universal, and not only at a given moment, but also in the sense of an extended period. They have come down the centuries to us, and we are under their protection in this very hall today. It is the authority of God in fact, not only the permanent thought of the heavens ruling, which is the primary thought of God, but the spirits of the heavens. How God can make men  themselves unbelievers it may be  represent the spirit of the heavens is a matter of great interest, but He does it. He makes them serve Him indeed, beyond what they themselves might be able to describe or admit. God has them in hand. The figure here is the horse, a very serviceable creature, but one that may easily get out of hand, as some of these monarchies have, but God has the power to control. We are exhorted as christians not to be like the horse or the mule, who have to be kept in with bit and bridle. Young people are like that sometimes; indeed, older ones too, but God has the means of control: we pray for that control, and we prove that He has that control, so that the very spirit of the heavens is around us in the sense of government, which is an assuring fact. 

    Then correlative with that, there is the question of all the earth, not merely a particular country, specially favoured. There are those of us who consider our own particular country or countries, and pray for them and rejoice in their prosperity, but the spirit of the heavens would enable us to think of all the earth. The Lord Jesus, we are told, is seen coming down from heaven with the rainbow on His head, and He puts His right foot on the sea, and His left on the land, and cries as a lion roars, meaning that He has power to take these things up, and is about to do it. He is already putting in His claim, by the testimony. It is our business to make it clear that the right is His; but still He died under these powers  under one of these monarchies  the apostles were martyred under its power also. It is all a question of the government and the wisdom of God in it, so that He might complete His testimony. His testimony involves His patience  how long He could wait  His patience in the gospel, and it is a very great matter that the gospel should go on to the end. 

    So we have these two sons of oil. We may have no part in the government  save through our prayers  but we certainly, as I assume, take on this second designation, namely, the anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth Zechariah 4: 14. The four spirits of the heavens make the testimony of these two a possibility and, dear brethren, it is our privilege to occupy this place of testimony. Thank God, we do take it up a little, but one would urge the great importance of taking our places under this heading  two anointed ones, or, as the margin reads, sons of oil; typically, persons who are developed in the thought of the Spirit. How important at this juncture that we should read Scripture, read it in the spirit of it, as the Holy Spirit gives us understanding, that we should understand what this oil means! It is the Holy Spirit, as I said, not as the earnest of our inheritance, but as seen publicly in us, the correlative witness to the rule of the four monarchies. The service of these two sons of oil is to continue. How this thought enlarges us as to the little we may be doing! 

    These two sons of oil, as you will remember, are seen in later years  in the book of Revelation  and indeed they run through the testimony from that time to this. It is a question of adequate testimony in the power of the Spirit, namely, that the preaching, the teaching, or the service, whatever it may be, is done in dignity; not as imitating current religious ways, but in the originality of the mind of God, as carrying conviction with it as of God. The apostles insist in their testimony: We are of God. Is it too much to suggest that there should be some representation of God at the present time? Surely not. I should be ashamed to be on earth save as in some way representing God. Man is made in His image, after His likeness. What is it for? To be representative. Man is Gods image and glory even as a creature, but what I am speaking of now is the dignity put upon us by the oil, by the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. It is not only that one has the Spirit, but that one is characterised by Him. 

    In Jeremiah we have one of the most honoured of the prophets. He says to God: Thy words were found, and I did eat them, and thy words were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; for I am called by thy name, O Jehovah, God of hosts. I sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor exulted: I sat alone because of thy hand; for thou hast filled me with indignation. Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable? It refuseth to be healed. Wilt thou be altogether unto me as a treacherous spring, as waters that fail? Jeremiah 15: 16 - 18. No one of us would speak to God in that manner, I am sure. We might tell Him of our appropriation of the Scriptures, as Jeremiah does; he says: Thy words were found, and I did eat them, referring, I suppose, to the book of the law found in the temple, in the days of Josiah. Jeremiah would assiduously read the holy roll, read it with deep interest; but then he had evidently been losing in his soul in spite of this; he actually says to God: Wilt thou be altogether unto me as a treacherous spring, as waters that fail? It carries with it, of course, the marks of the dispensation in which these words were uttered, but still, God is God, and could not but feel such words, for God is true. And it is a great testimony (among many other things in the epistles to the Corinthians) that God is faithful. Whatever appearances may be, let us never falter, especially those engaged in the divine service; let us never falter, for God is faithful, and not only so, every promise of His is yea and amen in the Son of God. We can rest in that. 

    It is clear that Jeremiah failed, and if any of us fail in the same way, conversion is necessary. It is well to be reminded that our God is a consuming fire Hebrews 12: 29, and any failure marked by bitter complaint, spoken or unspoken, whether against God or against the brethren, will not pass unnoticed. So the word return (verse 19), is addressed to Jeremiah by Jehovah at this juncture. If you are to stand before God again, there must be a turning round, and so God goes on to say to His servant: Thus saith the Lord, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me Jeremiah 15: 19. That is a word that ought to appeal to every heart that has known, if not now, but has known, what God is to the witness. Jeremiah was a witness, a most remarkable witness, and God says: If thou return. The need is great, dear brethren. If there is one here who has turned away, who once proved the faithful support of God in service, God is saying to you, Return; and this word, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me, shows that you will not have to go all the way alone, God will meet you. God will meet the returning servant. I am not now speaking of a prodigal, for Jeremiah was not that. He was a failing servant for the moment, but God would have that settled with him, and it would be on the principle of returning. And then God says: You will not have to come all the way, I will meet you and bring you. He says: then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me Jeremiah 15: 19. 

    Jeremiah, then, would be engaged perhaps in a more difficult service. It will be a question of persons, 

    of being faithful to persons. Servants who turn aside, but become restored, sometimes make the best ones. It was said to Peter: when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren Luke 22: 32. The need is great, as I said, and so the further word is, if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth. Let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them Jeremiah 15: 19. Maybe someone here has been with them. It may be you have found your place among the opposers of the truth. You must never be with them again. Return not thou unto them; the word is, Let them return unto thee, Thus you give them a lead in returning, and you will have power to help them. You will have your place restored. One thus restored will be a greater servant than he had been. You will never again turn aside complaint, or join the opposers of the truth. You will save them, you will separate the precious from the vile, and what could be more honourable than to be as Gods mouth? It bears on a title accorded to Christ, who is the Word, One who not only speaks the word of God, but He is Gods mouth. Can anything be more desirable in service than that? And what a need there is for it! 

    Well now, I go on to chapter 35, to speak to young men and young women here. The passage refers to the Rechabites, a remarkable family. They are brought in here by God as representative of His mind. Their way would ensure that their father, Jonadab, should never be without a man to stand before God. Where is the father who does not desire such a result from his careful discipline and training of his children? It is a question of coming generations, dear brethren. God works on that principle, the generations of the godly, how they are to be continued, how men of God are not to fail of a man to stand before God. Who is there here who is old, who would not cherish the thought that as the Lord takes him, as he goes to be with the Lord, he has left behind a man that can stand before God, that God accords that privilege to? I hardly know anything that pleases one more in moving about amongst the brethren than the presence of young men, sons of godly men, holding the ground that their fathers held. The work of God has taken this form peculiarly. It always marked the work of God, and the need for it now is great: the continuance of generations carrying on the work of God, which their forefathers had been used of Him to further. The primary parent in this sense never fails of a man to stand before God. It is a matter for serious attention. What is said is: Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you: Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever Jeremiah 35: 18,19. How stimulating these thoughts are as to the young! Do they not imply that parents should become more energetic as to their children? The world is bidding for them, and the governments need them too; but there are Gods rights, which must always come first, and these have to be inculcated in the house, in the household of faith, and the children are thus honoured. Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever, Jeremiah 35: 19. 

    Well, finally we have the priesthood. As one proceeds in this service one is increasingly impressed with the thought of the extent of the area of our service. It is universal. Our outlook is to be universal in whatever little service we may be occupied: preaching in the streets, or in the meeting-rooms, or ministering the word to the saints, the outlook is the whole field. The field is the world Matthew 13: 38. It is a question of Gods rights on the earth and it has to go on, however few and feeble, this is the outlook  to stand before the Lord of all the earth. 

    Now priesthood is more inward. One can understand that these four spirits of the heavens standing before the God of the earth, are at His bidding. Indeed, the thought is that they are going forth from before Him. They are ever active as under His control. If it be the two sons of oil standing before the God of all the earth, we are also at His bidding. It is a question of what has to be done. A right of way is secured through redemption for His service. What has to be done is to be done in the dignity of the oil. However little there may be it has to be on that line. 

    Now, as to priesthood, I read from Deuteronomy. It says, At that time the Lord separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand before the Lord to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day Deuteronomy 10: 8. Levi in Deuteronomy includes Aaron, of course. The whole of the Levites are called priests in this book, and also in the book of Joshua. That is to say, the priesthood has a wider bearing than in Leviticus and Numbers, but then it is Levi, and Levi means united. It would point to what God is helping us in  the idea of unity, that we are linked together in a vital way in the service of God and His testimony. What underlies it is the idea of union with Christ. How attractive all this is! May God grant that it may be so to us! He is calling us into it, this inner thought. At that time the Lord separated the tribe of Levi Deuteronomy 10: 8, so that he might stand before Him. It bears on what is so much before us now, namely, the service of God. It is a question of standing before God. The Lord Himself as risen is seen standing in the midst of the brethren. Stephen sees Him in heaven standing. It implies that we are not waiting to be served. We are ready to serve. We are on the alert to serve, and to serve after the divine manner, not as is customary in the general profession, dear brethren. Let us reject at once and for ever all thought of copying what is around us. It is a turning away from the truth. It is the assumption on the part of unconverted men to be priests to God. I do not say that it is wholly so, 

    but that is the general fact; whereas all believers, having the Spirit, are priests, and God is calling upon us to be priests in a true practical way. He separated the sons of Levi, and there is the thought of unity in the name; and according to this book, and especially Joshua, we have no earthly inheritance. I have been speaking of the Lord of all the earth. It is now a heavenly matter. Think of having access to the heavenly regions! It is not simply because I am a priest, but because I am a son, that I have access to the heavenly regions. 

    The apostle Paul says: I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) how that he was caught up into paradise 2 Corinthians 12: 1 - 4. He was not called up there to serve  he was caught up to the third heaven; then he says, caught up into paradise. The one is elevation, the other is privilege and blessing; unspeakable blessing, unspeakable ecstasy belongs to that place. Paul understood that, but he says: I did not know whether in the body, or out of it. It was special; we cannot build much upon it beyond that it was special. It was not the position of those who fall asleep through Jesus, it was a special circumstance. 

    The matter of priesthood is to be faced by us all; we belong to those whom God has separated; as He says, the Lord separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand before the Lord to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day Deuteronomy 10: 8. That is, the thing went on, and we may thank God that in our time it goes on; and God is stressing it; He is stressing His service in the assembly; and that in it we are to know what to do at a particular time. Normally the priest knows; it is the function of priesthood to lead in this matter. The priest knows what to do. The privilege of this belongs to every christian, young and old, and God would press it upon us that the whole range of divine service is open to us. He has separated us to stand before Him, to be ready as the opportunity comes, and to know what to do. As we get in Mary of Bethany, she had what was needed at a given moment. She had kept it for the day of the Lords burial. What spiritual understanding she had! It was a pound of ointment, pure, the best that could be found. It was not in an alabaster box according to Johns account. She was the box; she loved our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. How important that is for young people! As we see with Joseph, a young man, he was preserved incorruptible. The enemy sought to corrupt him, but failed. And so we are to flee youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart 2 Timothy 2: 22, to have part in this service for God, to stand before God  ready to function suitably as opportunity offers; having what is needed and, like Mary of Bethany, knowing how to use it; hence the house is filled with the odour of the ointment. 
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    VESSELS OF MERCY (JT 35)

    Jeremiah 18: 1 - 6; Romans 9: 23, 24; 2 Corinthians 4: 7

    We closed our meeting this afternoon with a reference to the service of the levitical family, the Merarites, noting that their service had to do, typically, with the saints. They had to do with the pillars, and bars, and doors, and so forth, of the tabernacle; these representing the people of God, for the tabernacle in its earthly form as in testimony here is composed of saints  of persons. It is said to be a figurative representation of things in the heavens (Hebrews 9: 23). It is not of this creation, it is not formed of such material as is used in the wilderness. It is a great moral system in which God shines, in which God resides; which for the moment has its expression here on earth in the people of God, as set up in divine skill in relation to Christ, and in relation to one another. Hence the people of God become of peculiar interest; and the believer can see, however weak and feeble he may be, that the word for him is, The Lord has need of it. He has a place for you, that cannot be filled by another, and so He must have you. You are of great importance in His eye. 

    The Scriptures are full of that thought, the Old Testament as well as the New; and the Spirit of God would engage us with it, so that we might rightly value each other; that we might not despise or disregard in any way the feeblest, the weakest, the most insignificant of Gods people, even the weak brother, for whom as the apostle Paul says, Christ died, Romans 14: 15. Johns gospel may be cited as setting out this thought as much as any other. Not that it is exclusive to John, but he has a way of speaking of the saints that is stimulating to love. He speaks of one whom Jesus loved. You would like to meet that one, would you not? 

    You say, He loves us all; well, He does, but John does not mean that when he speaks of the disciple whom Jesus loved: he means that a certain one is singled out by the Lord as being peculiarly lovable. 

    John is not here now, but the Lord is not without someone like him. For instance, the Lord takes a little child and sets him by Him. Never did that little child look so beautiful as when he was set beside the Lord Jesus! You might say that the glory of Christ would eclipse whatever glory there was in the child, but no, the glory of the feeblest of us, and we are vessels of mercy ... before prepared for glory, will not be eclipsed by the glory of Christ. We reflect His glory, in fact. So that the little child is set by the Lord, and He refers to him. In Matthew 18: 2 it says, Jesus having called a little child to him, meaning that the child was amenable to the Lords will; he was not a wayward child, that is, not a wayward saint. He says to the disciples, Unless ye are converted and become as little children ... And then in verse 4 He says, as this little child. So that the Lord has someone at all times amenable to His will, and suitable for any specific purpose that He may have in mind, so that He can point to him. Now, I can understand that every lover of Christ would aspire to that  to be in such a state of subjection and moral beauty that the Lord can say of him, as He did in the Pharisees house  Seest thou this person? You might say, Well, if I were in other circumstances I could shine better, and be more for Christ. But here is a woman, in the most withering circumstances as far as she was concerned, a woman of the city, but the Lord turns to her, and says to Simon, Seest thou this woman? There was something there as corresponding to Himself that the Lord could call attention to. She illustrates a feature of the personnel of the assembly; that is, of that vessel in which God sets out His testimony at the present time. There are many features among these persons; she is one to whom the Lord can turn and say, Seest thou this woman? And then He goes over the details of her service. 

    I mention all this, so that there might be an appeal as to it, that one might not complain of ones circumstances or assume that one could shine better in others. It is an utter mistake. If the Lord has placed you in circumstances that appear to be adverse, He intends to enhance your glory. If He has placed you in them, He will cause you to shine in them; as it is said, Among whom ye appear as lights in the world, Philippians 2: 15. Ye appear as lights; the allusion is to the stars. The Lord could use one star to illuminate the whole scene! How great that is! If I were to go over the ground, through Scripture, that speaks of shining, you would be affected by what is presented. For instance, Deborah says, let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might, Judges 5: 31. What a fine thought that is, and it is within the range of all the lovers of God! It is really a prayer, and the prayer of a woman, too. And again, it is said in Daniel, they that are wise shall shine as the brightness of the expanse, Daniel 12: 3. Now, the firmament holds the great body of luminaries, the stars. What a conception that is! That wise and righteous persons shall shine thus! You can see what enters into the personnel of the vessel of testimony, what one person may be, what a wise brother or sister may be. And then the Lord says in Matthew 13: 43, Then the righteous shall shine forth as the sun. 

    You can see therefore, how a few saints in a place may be very effective in their testimony, say in this city. Jehovah says to Moses, five of you shall chase a hundred, Leviticus 26: 8. That is, a few of His people under conditions suitable to Him. Now, you can see, dear brethren, what a power a few saints may be. It is a question of power there, A hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight. Now, as you proceed on the principle of multiplication, see how comparatively few saints are needed to cope with the opposition of a million people! As soon as we begin to reckon thus our difficulties begin to diminish, and the power and influence of the saints increases enormously. If you reckon according to that rule, if the ratio runs on like that, see what a hundred saints in a city means; for that is what God has in His mind. And if it be a question of prayer, the Lord says, if two of you shall agree on earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens, Matthew 18: 19. You thus can see what two praying people may accomplish. 

    I say all these things so as to encourage the brethren, especially in this city and State, that there may be no feeling of disheartenment, or discouragement, but a feeling of stimulation, in humble dependence, of course, but still a definite stimulation as to what God may do with us. It is a question of what we are. The great principle underlying all this, as I understand it, is in these verses in Jeremiah. Jehovah directs the prophet to go down to the potters house; and here we have a principle of great importance as to understanding things; that is, that we are to get into the circumstances to which the things apply. The word of the Lord regarding the thing in question is to be given to the prophet in the circumstances which are in keeping with the matter, that is, in the potters house. So we must learn what it is to go to the potters house. 

    The idea of the potters house, if we may reverently apply it to God, began very early in the history of this creation with which we have to do. We have it in the first chapter of the first book of the Bible, and the word to Jeremiah is to go to that house. It is where God began to make vessels. He made one. The Spirit of God makes much of it, but in the third chapter of the book we learn how it was marred. It says here, the vessel ... was marred. We have not to go far, dear brethren, for that marred vessel. We can find it by the thousand in this country, and in every country. We are conversant with it in our own experience, we know how marred we became by sin, how shapen in it. But then, Jehovah says, the potter made another vessel. 

    This vessel is specially to be noted. It is also made in the potters house. That is to say, the Lord says, My Father worketh hitherto and I work, John 5: 17. Gods hands were not let down as the first vessel was marred; He made another vessel. That other vessel began to take form in Abel. I do not doubt but that it took form in Adam and Eve, but they must suffer in the government of God: the other vessel must not be either of them. It must be another vessel. That other vessel began to take form in Abel, and so, right down the line of faith, as we get it in Hebrews 11, we have the formation of that vessel. And it says here, that it seemed good to the potter. The second vessel pleased the potter, and we have not to wait long to find out what God thinks of the new vessel. Abel offers a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain. Enoch, we are told, walked with God by faith, and he was translated so that he should not see death, but before his translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God. If we are to understand this new vessel, we must read down the line, and see the different features of it, for each of these men of faith in Hebrews 11 represents a certain feature of the vessel that pleases God. They all anticipated Christ, taking character from Him by faith. 

    As soon as faith begins to appear, Jesus is discerned; He is in view. Faith is laying hold of the divine conception, it was not yet visible to the naked eye, but it was visible to faith; and that visibility must begin with some operation of God. And what was the first operation of God? Well, we are told that He made coats of skin for Adam and Eve; that was a divine operation. The divine movement is that of which faith lays hold; faith is thus doing something that pleases God. As God is doing something that pleases Himself, faith discerns it and appropriates it. We have to look at these suits of clothes  these coats of skin. God is the first clothes-maker. And faith discerned that there was something in mind; someone had to suffer before those clothes could be made. You know, a great deal more occurred than is written down since God intervened in testimony. Who was that Sufferer? Abel laid hold of the thought that God gave expression to, that someone had to suffer if God was to be pleased. God was pleased to make these clothes to cover His erring creatures, but for this, someone had to suffer. Someone had suffered, and Abel saw that by faith, and that is where the new vessel began. It may have been seen very dimly in his day, but there was the idea there that faith laid hold of: that God had to be met by sacrifice, and if there is to be a sacrifice, someone has to suffer. We know that that Sufferer was Jesus. 

    A study of Hebrews 11 brings out to the intelligent believer the great features that go to the formation of the vessel that pleased God. The potter made it again another vessel, as seemed good to him. That vessel is not broken nor marred; and this leads me to Romans, where we get the vessel that God was pleased to make out of the lump; it says, that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory, us, whom he has also called, Romans 9: 23, 24. Will we put it beyond us? Is there anyone here that would put this beyond him, and say it does not include him? The apostle says, us, whom he has also called (verse 24). And what is that vessel? It is a vessel of mercy, fitted for glory. If I begin to look at the saints in this way, my view of them is pretty sure to be greatly altered. Their histories really antedate Adam and Abel. It says here, that he might make known the riches of his glory upon the vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory. That is a question of counsel. 

    Think, dear brethren, of the distance back that this conception goes as to us! It is, before prepared for glory, and then, even us, whom he hath called. One would love to be able to lead the brethren to look at the saints in this way. Jehovah took great pains to give Balaam a view of them. He had recourse to enchantments in his efforts to curse Israel, but he saw that God was standing athwart his purpose (see Numbers 23 and 24). You cannot curse Israel. Israel is fixed for blessing in the purpose of God, and that fixedness is unalterable. When Balaam saw this he cast aside his enchantments. It would be well if we learned what that means; to look at the saints with an open, transparent, discriminating mind; and the more you see them from the standpoint of the vision of the Almighty, the more they will bear discrimination. It will be seen that they can bear the closest, keenest scrutiny. The nearer you get, the greater the view, and the greater the glory you will see. It was God who stood firmly by Balaam, and refused to allow him to say one word against His people. A word spoken against the saints is abomination to heaven! And God was so concerned that He would not allow one of the wickedest men spoken of in scripture to say a single word against His people. Instead of that, He causes him to say the most wonderful things about them. The man of opened eye, the man who seeth the vision of the Almighty, the man who, from the top of the rocks, saw them as God would have him to see them. God would say, Come here, and see them from this angle  and there they are, abiding in their tents, according to their tribes, that is, their place according to eternal purpose as formed in love. They are beautiful, they are glorious  they are vessels of mercy ... before prepared for glory. They include ourselves  us as the apostle says, that is, all christians. 

    Thus, dear brethren, you can see how important it is to have a right view of each other. First, as to what even one of us may do, or two of us may do, and then how we please God; because we are His own handiwork; and then how He delights in us, and how He would force the wickedest man to see us as He sees us. So that Balaam is forced to say the most beautiful things about Israel. Instead of cursing them as Balak intended him to do, he is blessing every time. They are blessed, he says, Numbers 22: 12. There is no repentance with God. The saints are what they are in His eternal counsels, and they will come to His thought exactly. He is the Potter and He will make them just as He pleases, and He is doing this even now. 

    The verses in 2 Corinthians are to bring out what the saints are in the hands of God now, to contain the most precious thing, called a treasure: that is to say, the testimony of God by the Spirit in regard of Christ; it is really the shining out of God, what God is, in Christ. It is a question of the Person of Christ, the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. It is a question of His personality, because the face discloses what He is personally, and that is available to God for the shining out of His glory. And that glory is to be in every Christians heart; it is the greatest treasure of which you can conceive. We are very slow. I am speaking of this because I have in mind that the saints should advance on the line of excellency, that they should judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, Philippians 1: 10. That treasure is all that God is, shining out in the face of a Man, in testimony, and that is to be reflected, to be carried about in this world, in vessels such as we are here, in flesh and blood conditions. 

    It is not the saints yet viewed in their absolute state as formed of God for eternity in heaven, although that has already begun, but we are still here  fragile things, and the word earthen signifies what is breakable  that God has put the most precious thing into you and me. You might say, But an automobile may strike me as I am crossing the street, and kill me. 

    But then, you see, it does not strike you, if you see what I mean, you are preserved of God. I do not say that these things do not happen, I am only speaking of how we are situated, that we are here in fragility; every moment we are dependent on God. Not only because your life is precious  it is precious to God  but because this treasure is in you. The treasure is the testimony; what we are in relation to God here; so that God watches over the saints as they cross the street. One always feels the need nowadays of saying to God as one goes out, Preserve me, O God. I am thinking of the physical preservation. That should be the prayer of the heart, even if not spoken; it is the attitude of heart of a fragile vessel, not only because your life is precious, which it is, but because of the treasure that God has put into you. 

    In the pattern of the house that David had by the Spirit we have treasuries (1 Chronicles 28: 12). The things that he had by the Spirit included not only one treasury, it is in the plural, treasuries. I conceive that the thought includes all the saints, that every saint is a treasury. And as soon as I see that, I begin to look at myself somewhat differently: my life is precious, it may be, to my family, or to the saints; but there is something in me as I stand here, or in you as you sit there, that is of God. It is a treasure. No angel ever had it, nor ever will have it! It is a treasure we have in earthen vessels. I quite admit that was peculiarly true of Paul, but it is true in measure of every one who has the Spirit, and it is particularly seen in those who are concerned about the testimony. 

    The Lord, speaking of a scribe who was discipled into the kingdom of the heavens, said he would bring out of his treasure things new and old. It is important not only to have things, but to bring them out and to show them: not to cast pearls before swine, indeed, but to show them to appreciative eyes: things new and old. How God values a man who has such things! 

    In the upper room in Jerusalem, we have the eleven apostles and several women; it says, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren, each one had this treasure. Take Peter, for instance, what did he have in his heart? Not only the training that he had from the Lord for his service, but what he knew of Jesus and of God in Him. There were certain things that were peculiar to himself. Then John, and so all the apostles, for each had his own view of Christ. It is not only that each apostle was a believer, and that he was quite competent to preach and to teach, but he had a view of Christ that was peculiar to himself. And so it is with every saint; he has something peculiar, and that is a treasure. The aggregate of these peculiar features that are distributed amongst the saints makes up Christ as presented in testimony; so also is the Christ, as is said in 1 Corinthians 12. 

    And then, Mary, the Lords mother  think of what she had! You would speak of her with peculiar respect; not with superstitious reverence, as is common today, that is idolatry  for she was just a saint like ourselves. But I would say to her with respect, You have things that I have not, no one else has what you have. Yes, she would say, that is true. And I would say to John, You have the Lords mother in your house. The Lord said at the cross to her, Woman, behold thy son. That, you will understand, does not refer to Himself. He did not ask her to look at Him there; He referred to John; that is, He constituted her in that word a mother to John, so that John would have her in his house in that relation. Hence she would open up to John things about Jesus that John would never otherwise have known. How tenderly John would regard her! 

    Mary would not talk lightly or to satisfy natural curiosity about these things; they were pearls which she would not cast before swine; she would not satisfy the curious enquiries of ungodly people about the Lord Jesus; no. She would treasure them within her heart. She was in this sense a treasury of God. She would speak of Jesus with feelings of holiness. She was being formed in this respect as early as the beginning of Luke. We are told in Luke 2 that she kept all these things in her mind, pondering them in her heart. And so it is with every christian in his measure; as he takes in the thoughts of God as revealed in Jesus, by the Spirit, he values them. I am persuaded that we do not value them enough, that we deal with them too lightly. We are constituted holy vessels  vessels of mercy, as it says, competent to receive these things, and to cherish them, and to keep them, as mysterious things to be unfolded only to appreciative eyes and ears. 

    That is what I had in mind. May the Lord open our eyes, so that we might see the value of each one saint, what he can do, what he may be. Whether as viewed militarily, or as a star shining, or as a praying man: what one man may do, as we get in James, for James represents this side in his epistle; the Lord appeared to him by himself (1 Corinthians 15: 7). He speaks of Elijah. He says Elijah was a man of like passions with ourselves; but he prayed with prayer, and the heavens were shut up for three years and six months. That is what one believer can do. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth caused its fruit to spring forth, James 5: 18. May the Lord give us opened eyes; that we may have the vision of the Almighty, and see the saints in their true value; that each may hold himself as a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master. 
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    THE OPERATIONS OF GOD AT THE PRESENT TIME (JT 81)

    Jeremiah 18: 1 - 10; Ezekiel 37: 1 - 14

    I wish to speak on the operations of God at the present time, particularly the sphere of these operations, and in entering on this subject to remind the brethren that in operating, God has entered into an economy, the wording conveying it is, To us there is one God, the Father, of whom all things, and we for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him, 1 Corinthians 8: 6. That is the idea of God as presented in the economy in His supremacy as of the Source of all, of whom all things. 

    Our minds thus understand that the operations are Gods, but that there is in the economy the idea of instrumentality, and that the instrumentality is commensurate with the idea of God  not creature instrumentality, but divine  commensurate with the idea of God, and yet operating subordinately. All things are of God, but they are effected by Him who is said to be one Lord, Jesus Christ. There is no limitation to the power of the instrumentality; it is a glorious one, All things are by Him. The word by means instrumentality, and hence we are enjoined in another epistle, that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, Ephesians 3: 17. The Christ there is an operative term; it refers to Christ as the great divine Operator in the economy into which God has come. He is to be in our hearts, the Christ, the great divine Operator; and He is to dwell in our hearts by faith. When He begins to operate directly in relation to the coming world, all will be manifest: When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory, Colossians 3: 4. Then it will no longer be a matter of faith; we shall be manifested with him in glory. In the meantime the operations are carried on in a way which the natural eye cannot discern and the natural mind cannot take in; it is for faith. The great divine Operator is to be in our hearts, as it is said, on the principle of faith; but we as rooted and founded in love. 

    As I said, in speaking of this I have in mind to call attention to the sphere of these operations at the present time, that is, the saints. Of Gods work in relation to creation we are told, By whom also he made the worlds, Hebrews 1: 2. It is a wonderful thought, how they were made: By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by the word of God (Hebrews 11: 3), but the actual means, the detail, is not disclosed. The immensity of the matter indeed, dear brethren, places it beyond the compass of the creature: by faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by the word of God. That does not mean we can compass the matter, for it is so vast; it is beyond the creatures mind to grasp. Still, we are not left out of it; God would not leave us out of anything in that sense. The sons of God shouted for joy (Job 38: 7), at the time of the foundation of the earth; God let them into it in some sense so that they understood something of it and rejoiced, shouted for joy. Divine operations always carry that thought; they are wonderful, not simply awe inspiring, but cause joy to those who are in the relation of sons, the sons of God. 

    We have come into that relation on a higher level than those sons spoken of in the book of Job. We are in relation to Christ, and let into more than they were let into. So that our joy should certainly be always full; every vista of creation ought to occasion joy. Wisdom says that in all this, I was there (Proverbs 8: 27), and I was rejoicing. It says wisdom rejoiced, showing that there was good reason for it, 

    it was not mere sentimental exuberance. There is a good reason for it when wisdom rejoices, and moreover, my delights were with the sons of men, Proverbs 8: 31. 

    The Scriptures are freighted with the idea of delight and joy, dear brethren, carrying us along like a river triumphantly in glory. The Spirit of God is here today bringing in the whole matter, in principle at least, the earnest of our inheritance (Ephesians 1: 14), bringing it into all our hearts. Well now, the sphere of all the operations of God in the economy is men: rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and my delights were with the sons of men, showing that that is the great idea with God in His creation  that God brought Christ in where men are, and expressed His delight in Him. That is, He gives the real, supreme lead in all that, both to God and to us: in whom I have found my delight, Matthew 3: 17. That voice at the Jordan was intended to give impetus to all that was there, all that was current in the way of faith, to stimulate the whole matter and bring the new order of things into being and set it going by the glorious Man in whom I have found my delight. It has never ceased, never; it has widened to the inclusion of all the sons. We are brought into that blessed relation to God, with the One in whom I have found my delight. So God is working with material entirely congenial; that is what I wanted to speak on in Jeremiah. 

    First I want to show that the prophet in each case is brought into a sphere, directed into a sphere, and the operation is going on, or about to go on. In Jeremiah the sphere is styled the potters house, not a potters factory, but a potters house. The antitype is in the mind of the Spirit, dear brethren, always, and so God is operating house-wise in this wonderful time. The beautiful thought in John 8: 35 is that the son abides in the house for ever; He is there in that relation as a divine Operator, the Son. What is He doing? He sets free. Immediately preceding that beautiful verse we have the Lords own words to those who have professedly believed on Him; as disciples of His they should know the truth and the truth should set them free. 

    Now what one observes in difficulties amongst the people of God is that generally we are governed by persons in our judgment and in our movements. In a certain sense it is right for young people, especially, to follow their leaders, obey their leaders, but if that be mentioned we are introduced to the thought of Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come, Hebrews 13: 8. We are not to slip away from Christ through any leader. The true leader says, Ye became our imitators, and of the Lord (1 Thessalonians 1: 6); he passes them on to the Lord. I should be exceedingly grieved to think I misguided anybody through personal influence. Any lead one gives should direct to the Lord, should go on that line. So that the truth is the first thing in this matter; the Lord says, The truth shall set you free (John 8: 32)  the truth will do it. Hence the point is to begin with the facts of any case and the principles involved governing it. The truth shall set you free; and then in the beautiful passage I quoted, the precious pre-eminent Person must be the Son. He is operating in the house; He would have us in the house; it is the place of affection. So He says, If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free, John 8: 36. He abides in the house for ever, the servant does not. 

    And so here it is not the potters factory, but the potters house, for God would not descend to the thought of a factory or a workshop; He would say to us, I am operating in a sphere of affection. The very surroundings would help you in the operation. Well, what is the operation? He is making something, 

    we are told, on the wheels. It says, I went down to the potters house; and behold, he wrought a work on the wheels (verse 3). It is a remarkable thing  the wheels revolve, you know, and acquire momentum as they go. He was operating on the wheels and the vessel of clay that he made was marred, as clay, in the hand of the potter. It is still clay, it is not a finished vessel, it is still in the making. The marring has happened but that is not final. The potter has his own thought and he can remake the same material; and it says, as seemed good to the potter to make. 

    Now, dear brethren, one would say that each of us is in the hand of the Potter, each christian, from Paul down. The great apostle was in the hand of the Potter; it is a question of discipline. We are in the making all the time. The Lord says to Peter and Andrew, I will make you; the principle is that the operation is going on among the brethren, among the saints. The Potter is operating on the wheels in His house, and marring takes place. What causes this marring? It is a moral matter; it is a moral issue, and hence the remedy is given in the explanation; it is when the person repents that the Maker proceeds to form the vessel as He would wish him to be, as it pleases Him. That is the point, dear brethren. Every one of us is in the making, nobody is to assume that he is a finished vessel. You are not a finished vessel. We are in the making and we do not want to get out of the hands of the Potter in that sense. The marring takes place through the action of our wills, no other way; that is what happened in Adam. We have to take this book allegorically, we have to place it in relation to divine operations in man. In the beginning man became marred in the hands of God, but God did not throw him away. He retained the thought and the process went on, but the moral issue must be faced; and so the explanation is in verses 7 and 8: At the moment that I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to break down, and to destroy, if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turn from their evil, then I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. That is to say, the identity is the same. The true reading is, the vessel that he made was marred, as clay, in the hand of the potter, meaning that the thing is there, the material is there yet. 

    Now, dear brethren, let us put ourselves into this, what God is in His love to us, in His operations today. We are in the making, and if there be a marring, what is the secret of it? The exercise of will, nothing else but the exercise of my will. Let Satan in, and of course he mars the vessel; it is his business, as it were, to do that, to act against God. As every single christian believer in Christ comes into being on this earth, Satan is set to damage him. Hast thou considered my servant Job?, God says (Job 1: 8). I have considered him  that is the answer immediately. I have considered him. What has he considered him for? To mar him. Job was in the making, as each of us is, and Satan is watching, I have considered. Satan would say, How can I get in there? God fences us round, or Satan would soon overwhelm us. The Lord says to Peter, Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you as wheat; but I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not, Luke 22: 31, 32. Satan has desires; he meditates. How is the vessel going to be marred? It is marred in the hand of the potter, marred as clay. Thank God for the thought of the clay, that it is still usable and not gone. Judas is gone for ever, gone to his own place. His place was fixed  a most solemn thing. 

    In the next chapter we have the prophet directed to another sphere, the gate of the pottery, not the house. It is not marred pottery now  it is a finished vessel, but this flagon is to be broken; this vessel is broken to pieces, meaning there is no salvation for it. The matter is fixed as in the case of Judas. It was a most solemn thing in the matter of Judas, the matter was fixed and he goes to his own place. Peter was marred, as many of us have been, but he was in the making. But then there was this action of will; Satan is ready to get in in the action of will, and hence the marring, but it is the marring as clay. A truly converted person can never be other than clay, in some sense usable to God to make something out of him. You want to let God make the best out of you, make you like Christ; that is His ideal. I have My pleasure in Him, God says, In whom I have found my delight. If He has delight in me it is because I am like Christ. I am in the making and God is making me according to Christ; and if I am marred because of the action of my own will God would say, I am not going to change My mind about you, I will carry on. 

    I was speaking about the finished vessel in chapter 19 being a fixed matter, there is no hope for it. In chapter 19 it is the valley of Hinnom; it is Gehenna, the lake of fire for Judas and for the man of sin. There are many whose destiny is fixed before they die, let nobody forget that; I mean from the divine side; Judas was fixed, that of the man of sin was fixed. Many others are like that, persons even classified as the Lords, their destiny is fixed. It is very solemn. But then, even as to christians, my place in the testimony may be final; I mean to say, if I pursue a course of will as in the assembly. People must behave rightly in the house of God. People coming into the presence of God, into the assembly and misbehaving are not only in a wrong attitude of mind, but it is actually wrong behaviour in the presence of God. The time may come when that behaviour may be fixed on you. You will not be lost, but your position in the testimony is fixed, 

    that you have no more part in it  a most solemn thing. It says, But he shall be saved, but so as through the fire (1 Corinthians 3: 15); but you have no more part in the testimony. In 1 Corinthians 14: 38 we are told, But if any be ignorant, let him be ignorant, the matter is fixed. He has settled the matter himself; his will is governing him. He has had every opportunity, and God would say, Let him be that, such as he is. As a matter of fact he is asleep in the mind of God: On this account many among you are weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen asleep, 1 Corinthians 11: 30. In the mind of God these people are finished as regards the testimony here; it is most solemn. If we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged with the world; it is a dreadful thing to be judged with the world. Think of the period fixed on the divine calendar! This person is out of the testimony, he has got out of it, his will is acting; he is obdurate and ignorant, and will be ignorant. He has shut his eyes to the truth. It is most solemn! On this account many among you are weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen asleep. When a person sleeps he is finished, he is out of it as regards the testimony  not as regards his eternal salvation, thank God! It is the action of will, and God abominates it. If any man will be filthy  go and speak to him? No!  let him be filthy still. The matter is fixed, He that is holy, let him be sanctified still, Revelation 22: 11. Thank God, there is that side too, do not alter it, keep on, blessed happy thought, keep on in that. Let him that does unrighteously do unrighteously still, think of God saying that! The matter is fixed. 

    Well now, here our parable teaches us that in this instance it is not fixed. The vessel is marred only, but it is still clay, it is plastic. It is still such as the potter can use for his design, to make it according to his design. It is not hardened like the flagon in the next chapter that can be broken; it is marred as clay, it is still usable for the purpose of the potter. Peter was still usable, although he failed. He was very marred in the palace of the high priest, but he came round in the making. He was made just what the Potter intended him to be; he submits, he stretched forth his hands. When thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire, John 21: 18. He is carried to martyrdom, which he so wished  to be like his Master; he is taken on by Christ as He intended him to be. The Lord had said, I will make you something, and he was finally made in the hands of the Potter what the Potter intended him to be. Now, dear brethren, the point is, let us surrender our naughty wills, let us be in the hands of the Potter in every matter. He will make us according to His own designs, a most happy and precious thought; the Lord will carry out His will as we remain clay. The clay is still usable, not a hardened will, but usable for the Potter for what He has in His mind. 

    Well now, we will go on to Ezekiel. It is another scene. Here the operator is the prophet; in Jeremiah the Operator is God. Now the operator is in the main the prophet, and he is directed into the scene as we are told, The hand of Jehovah was upon me, and Jehovah carried me out in the Spirit, and set me down in the midst of a valley; and it was full of bones. It is full, it is a big matter, a very big matter, and the Lord would encourage us to go in for big matters. Men love to be big, and there is no city more marked by that than this very city of Detroit, by big affairs and men big by their affairs. It is the affairs that make them big, not what they are morally; it is their affairs, their circumstances. So this is a big affair, the valley is full of the bones and the word of the prophet is, And he caused me to pass by them round about; and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and behold they were very dry (verse 2). That is, this operator is capable of passing judgment on the material, as indeed every operator should be that God would take on. He takes us on as those who are intelligent in what we are doing, and He would have us to understand the material we are dealing with. It is not clay now, this is another matter; it is bones, and the operator moves round about them. There are a lot of them, it is a big affair, and they are very dry, meaning that this operation is going to be very difficult. 

    What can be done with a valley full of very dry bones? But bones are marks of identification. bone to its bone, they allude to the framework of the individual. That is, identification comes into view as bone comes to bone. We say of one and another, He is a tall man, he is a stout man, he is a man of big frame. As soon as bone begins to come to bone we find the identity of the man by his size and framework; this is what God intended him to be. These bones refer to past history. They were not always mere bones, they refer to past history. What is to be done with this great matter? I believe, dear brethren, that the great thought of prophecy is the secret of facing a big matter of this kind. 

    Prophecy is, I think, the first gift mentioned in Scripture  I mean gift in the sense of ability to serve. It is exercised by Enoch, and Abraham is formally called a prophet. It is a very old instrumentality for service and is efficient in great matters. I would cite to you how prophecy is connected with great matters in Scripture. In Abrahams case he is brought to the attention of the reigning monarch of the time as a prophet. Who can gauge the power of the prophet? Hear him speak! Another man, Elijah, says to the reigning king, There shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word, 1 Kings 17: 1. 

    You see how the thought is linked up with great things. 

    And so here this is a very great matter. It is the whole house of Israel from that point of view  I mean in regard to the earthly side of Gods operations. It is the greatest matter in relation to Gods operations on the earth. The assembly is the greatest matter in regard to His heavenly operations; there is no greater matter than the assembly. We are having to do this very night with the greatest of matters, namely, the assembly of God, and it is being built up, the members made to live from their graves morally. This is not a question of the literal grave; it is persons who are morally dead. But I would repeat for the encouragement and stimulation of everyone here that we are occupied with the greatest of matters. It is a big affair; there is nothing bigger than what we are engaged with, though it may seem very little outwardly; still we are occupied with the greatest work, the assembly of God. All gift and every bit of service has that in mind, it is for the edifying of the body of Christ, Ephesians 4: 12. Is it not worth while coming into it? May I not appeal to everyone here to come into it actively? It is a great work. God will be with everyone who addicts himself to it. 

    And he said unto me, Son of man, Shall these bones live? And I said, Lord Jehovah, thou knowest. The prophet could discern there were very many, but he does not undertake to say that they can live. I sympathise with him, for I know how difficult the material is that we have to deal with. One knows in ones self what pains, what trouble, what expense one has been to the Lord, and so it is with every one of us. How hard we are at the outset, how dry, how difficult to affect, to form in the things of God! It is better not to leave these things, but to face them. These are most difficult times; still the work is the same great work. The prophet here says, 

    I do not know. The Lord does know. There are many who use that word too often, they say, The Lord knows. Of course He knows, but others know too. Do not say, The Lord only knows; do not say that. How do you know others do not know? There are plenty of brothers and sisters who know far more than you think. They know what has led up to this; they know what has happened; it is well known. Do not forget it, do not deceive yourself. What is spoken in your closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetop. You think it is all secret, but it is known. The prophet however says, Lord Jehovah, thou knowest. Then the word comes to him again, And he said unto me, Prophesy over these bones, and say unto them, Ye dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah (verse 4). 

    Now let me say to any young brother saying a word in the ministry meeting. Bear in mind, the Lord will give you His mind if you want it. Do not flatter the brethren in your address. Notice the word here that he is to use, Ye dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah. A true prophet will tell you just what you are and it is the very best service he can render, Ye dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah. Oh, you say, so and so might say, You are hard on the brethren, we will not invite you again; you are too severe on us. That happens; people do not like to be told the truth! It is Ezekiel who discovers that they are dry and Jehovah says, Say that, say what you see; just tell them. The word is Hear the word of Jehovah; oh, do not turn a deaf ear in any difficulty that exists, do not turn a deaf ear to the word of the Lord! Hear!, it is your only hope. That word divides asunder between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight. The word of God is like that, and verse 5 says, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah unto these bones, Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live. And I will put sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live, and ye shall know that I am Jehovah. What encouragement there is! You are the very ones, you know, not somebody else. Look at the recurrence of the words you and ye! You are the ones, wherever the word is ministered; it is the present people that are in mind always. 

    There are great promises here. You are going to come together in all your pristine beauty. It is a question of life, of the identity of the person, whatever he has been before. The bones are his identity. God is going to clothe him now according to His own thought. Let Him do it! It is all for you, do not put it from you. Well, it says in verse 7, And I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a rustling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. Now Gods work is beginning; the prophet has done his part and God is beginning to work. And so there was a noise and a shaking and the bones came together. And I looked, and behold, sinews and flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them (verse 8). The sinews and flesh and skin are all there now, but the identity is in the bones. God is going to beautify you as you have never been before; so it goes on to say, And he said unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah, Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 

    The word breath is used. The wind is the great general thought, but breath is really a personal thought and would connect with the New Testament. They were made to live by the breath of God. Why should we hold back? Why should we not place ourselves through the prophetic word in the presence of God? There is a noise, a rustling of bone coming to bone, then sinews come up, flesh comes up and skin comes up. It is all now referring to the thought of beautification. And then breath comes in so that everyone stands on his feet; it is not a small matter, it is a great army; we come into a great matter, though outwardly small. So it goes on to say, And I prophesied as he had commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. And he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off! Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, O my people, and bring you into the land of Israel (verses 10 - 12). Think of those words you, ye and your. God says, I will take you out of these limited circumstances. It is that in actual realisation but I will take you out of that. Do let Me do it! I will take you out of your graves, for I have been opening your graves. He recognises them now; He says, O my people, and says I will ... bring you into the land of Israel. Do not stay out of this, it is yours! God is ready to take you out of all these gloomy circumstances into which your own unfaithfulness and your will have led you, and to set you up in your own land, the land of Israel, a very precious thought. It is a great matter, as I said before, but still every one of us is to be brought into it. God wants every single saint of His in all this. The significance of the stressing at the present time of the prophetic word is to this very end, that the sons of God, every one, should be brought into all this and into the full thought of His purpose, beautified with all new sinews, new flesh, new skin and new life by the very breath of God Himself; so that we stand up with an exceeding great army and have part in the land of Israel. And I will put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I will place you in your own land, and ye shall know that I Jehovah have spoken, and have done it, saith Jehovah. 

    Dear brethren, I suppose what I have said is clear. There is a word in it. It is the attitude of God in the prophetic word at the present time, so that His people should be in the enjoyment of their greatest blessings. 

  
    DIVINE MAKING (JT 87)

    Jeremiah 18: 1 - 10; Jeremiah 19:1 - 4; Jeremiah 19:10 - 12; Romans 9: 23, 24; Revelation 22: 10 - 15

    It is in view to speak of divine making, as to what has been made divinely and sovereignly, vessels of mercy indeed as they are called in Romans, prepared for glory  the pattern of each item originating in the divine mind. The result in the making, therefore, must imply that each fits into his place, for it is said that whom God has foreknown he has also predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son. God had His Son in mind in foreknowing and predestinating, that each of His own might fill a place in that great day when there will be no discrepancies, but each will be in his place among Christs brethren and as conformed to the image of Gods Son, so that Christ should be the firstborn among many brethren, as the word says. Foreknowledge and predestination were before time, they were matters of Gods own counsel. Calling is in time; whom He has called, He has justified, all from the divine side, so that there should be nothing to jar or to grieve the divine eye or mind. Reconciliation is involved, the ministry of reconciliation being given to the apostle with other ministries. Ministries given to him are of the highest order, including the mystery, in which are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. What a treasure to any man is such a ministry! So reconciliation is implied in this formation; whom He has called, those He has justified and glorified. Glorification implies that the person is worthy, he is suitable for it; it is in the suitability that the workmanship is seen. We read of an exceeding weight of glory, meaning that the persons glorified are great enough to sustain the glory, vessels of mercy indeed prepared for glory, even us, the apostle says, including ourselves. What a touch that is! And not only among the Jews, God has let in the gentiles, but in order that they should be formed after the highest pattern, for the idea of making implies one new man. To make in himself of twain one new man  it is a collective thought embracing Jew and gentile. Christ has effected this wonderful achievement, to make in Himself of twain one new man, so we ourselves are let in according to the administration given to Peter. We come into the hands of the greater administrator, namely Paul; he speaks of himself as a personality of a peculiar order. Peter does not. The Spirit of God obliged Paul to speak of himself, not that he had any taste for it. One who said he was less than the least of all saints would not glory in himself. He was impressed to speak of himself by the power of inspiration. Being such a one as Paul the aged, he says. He is handing over a convert of a first-class order, a brother beloved, transformed from a slave to a brother beloved, what workmanship! In remarking on it he says, Being such a one as Paul the aged, a tried workman with God, a wise architect as regards the structure, laying the foundation. So he has a peculiar personality. Peter lets the gentiles in according to divine appointment, and the Holy Spirit falls on them as he speaks, so that the workmanship is of the highest order, In whom ye also are builded together, the word says. This attaches to the gentiles. Almost since the beginning the work of God has proceeded among the gentiles. We can hardly speak of the Jew now. This great workman, Paul, was on the scene and the gentiles came in, so we find such material as the deputy of Cyprus. It was no accident that such a man was deputy at the time. Alongside him was a terrible man, one of the worst, namely Bar-Jesus. On him Paul fixed his eyes judicially and he was put out of the way, a man who pretended to be son of Jesus. The deputy was suitable material for the great purpose on hand, fitted for the assembly here below, a vessel of mercy, an intelligent man, so that as he saw what happened he was amazed at the teaching of the Lord. This man was ready for the new teaching and was subject to it, being a great dignitary himself. And then we have another, Lydia. It is said of her that the Lord opened her heart, a very fine bit of work, to attend to the things spoken by Paul, the greatest of all servants. She was honoured, but God was honouring the servant too, and bringing out the quality of his service as well as material in vessels. How can we be in glory save as our hearts are now opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul, not only to listen, but to attend? 

    Reverting to what is being made, now is the time for the formation of vessels for glory. I would appeal to everyone as to whether he is in the making, plastic material, renouncing his own will, handing himself or herself over for this, not replying against God, not saying, Why hast Thou made me thus? Each one may well say he has no moral right to do it. God is infinite, we are creatures; it is our wisdom, therefore, to be subject. The principle of the dispensation is obedience of faith for all the nations (Romans 16: 26). Exodus is a making book. Note the number of times the word make is used, look at the making, and the persons used in the making. The word is used some 190 times. What does it mean? Why the repetition? Because God is delighting in what He is doing, and doing according to the pattern; nothing is made otherwise, and Christ is the Pattern. For forty days God was unfolding the pattern in its varied glories to Moses, and everything was to be made according to it. After those days Jehovah introduces a word in regard of the sabbath not used before or since, the word refreshed, Exodus 31: 17. That is at the end of the forty days in the mount when God enlarges on the sabbath, stating in strongest terms that it must be kept. He insists on it. How can there be material for divine workmanship except we lie fallow, having our minds and faculties under control and absorbing, letting God use us for His purposes? That is the point of Exodus. First what is required to be made, then what was made, then all passes under Moses hand. Everything was brought to Moses and approved, so that it is in the tabernacle according to pattern. One would urge young people to be in the hand of the Lord. Men skilled in wisdom and selected by the Lord are at work, and we are to be Lydias. The things spoken by Paul allude to the pattern, and all is being prepared for glory. It is the making time of grace and sovereign selection. 

    So the first passage in Jeremiah includes a house. The prophet is sent to the potters house. People who go to college to be educated for the ministry know nothing of this. It is not the sphere for it, the Potter has not chosen the university for His operations. If a professor of divinity is a spiritual man, he could be pointed to by the lecturer, but he may be unregenerate and a modernist, and yet turning out men for the ministry. Whereas the idea is a model, Be ye followers of me, the apostle says. He is forced to bring himself forward as the living model. The Lord says, Learn from me. Not simply that He teaches, but He is the model. So here, it is a house that is before us, Arise and go down to the potters house ... and I went down to the potters house; and behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that he made was marred, as clay, in the hand of the potter; and he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make. How many marred vessels there are! It is what we are naturally, but the vessel is not thrown away, it is made as clay, that is, the idea remains. Man is a divine conception. Before ever there was a human being, the conception was in the heart of God. Christ is the prime thought of God in humanity; Adam is not the full thought. So the idea here is retained, not thrown away. As seemed good to the potter to make, it says. That is what is going on, the kind of vessel that suits God. The idea remains but there is a marring element, the natural man is marred by sin. If God brings a flood on the earth the antediluvians are destroyed, but eight are carried through in the ark. Man is not destroyed, the idea is not destroyed; it is God making what pleases Him. Where are we as to this? Many of us have been marred in the making. Is it not wisdom to humble ourselves and let the Potter proceed with us? Even if a man were put away in 1 Corinthians it supposes this process; God would not give him up: That the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus, as if He said, You are marred, and your responsibility will enter into this, but I am still making; the machinery is going on. Why not return? why not be in His hands? He will start again with the clay; the idea is in you, it is indestructible, and the Potter will make something that pleases Him. Can anyone then afford to move about not pleasing Him? One abominates the thought. If God is re-making, it must be on His own terms, as pleases Him. 

    Alas! the next chapter describes a bottle already made. That is to say, we have the making in chapter 18, and in chapter 19 a vessel made for destruction, a most terrible thing. As we draw near to the end of the dispensation these things are in appearance, what God is making for His pleasure, and what is made just now. Revelation 22: 11 describes the position, Let him that does unrighteously do unrighteously still. Think of God saying of a man, He is unjust, let him be unjust still. What does it mean? Is it possible that I have reached such a point, that it is a fixed matter? It is. I have never judged myself, I have pretended to do so, but returned to my wallowing in the mire. There have been holy, righteous people alongside of me, and they are to continue in these features. Let him that is righteous practise righteousness still. If they are righteous, they are to continue in it. It is a question of Gods government. Can we tie His hands day in and day out all our lives? He would say in the end, I can deal with that, and leave you just where you are. At the same time it is making time. So we have, Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city. The city is there and gates; there is a within and a without  who is outside? The list is given, a terrible list: Without are the dogs, and the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, and everyone that loves and makes a lie. Then there are the people who go in. Who are the inside ones? Vessels of mercy prepared for glory. They are justifying God now. He has justified them through the death of Jesus, now they are justifying Him, and how? By going in through the gates, because they wash their robes. Everyone who washes is justifying God, a most important side of the truth in these last days. The city comes into view and the gates; they are one pearl, a great unifying thought. If not in fellowship in Auckland, I cannot be in Sydney, or in London. Those who are justifying God are washing their robes. In chapter 7 they have done it, in chapter 1 it is Christ who has washed us, but in chapter 22 we do it, and regularly; it is never undone. It is a constant thing, we are always to be up to date in washing, over against unrighteous and filthy men. With such, the state is fixed, the word says, Let him remain, If any be ignorant, let him be ignorant; it is not optional, Our God is a consuming fire; 

    God is not mocked. People assume that things are optional; not at all. There comes a moment when, so to speak, you cross the line and the matter is fixed. So each one has to challenge himself. On the other hand, they are blessed who wash their robes and enter through the gates into the city, and the tree of life is available to such. 

    This confirms chapter 19 of Jeremiah. No grace at all is contemplated, no re-making at all. Chapter 19 is a chapter of judgment, whereas in chapter 18 the explanation is after the parable, a way is open for re-making; but in chapter 19 there is no house, it is a fixed matter, a question of the potters earthen bottle, and the prophet is to go forth to the valley of Tophet. What a different picture: a made bottle, not one in the making, but taken to the place of judgment and there broken! So that God is speaking to us in this closing moment as to what He is doing sovereignly and in grace, preparing for glory. Apostasy, on the other hand, has begun, the great religious apostasy, the mystery of iniquity. Are Gods hands tied? Is He not free to act judicially? He is free, and He is doing it; there is no mistake. So Jeremiah 19 calls attention to the fact that there is no relief, the bottle is broken where Tophet is, the place of judgment; it is solemn, most solemn. One would love to have the solemnity of Gods punitive dealing at the present time spread abroad. We get a solemn word in John 3, He that is not subject to the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him. People have returned to paganism. God is dealing with these matters, though real judgment is still pending, waiting till the iniquity of the Amorites is full. 

    So that if a man reaches a point beyond which God cannot go on with him, the word is, Let him be unjust still. On the other hand, as walking in practical righteousness by the Spirit, we are to continue in that. 

    It says in 1 Corinthians 11, For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep, and John speaks of a man who has sinned who is not to be prayed for. One may reach such a stage, even a nominal christian, when the Spirit of God says he is not to be prayed for. You say to a brother, Pray for me, but can you add anything to that? Can you say as the apostle did, For I trust I have a good conscience? You have no moral right to ask for the prayers of the saints otherwise. The gracious dealings of God are going on preparing vessels for glory. The end of all things is approaching when antichrist will be acknowledged, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming. Meantime God is telling us to beware that we do not go too far, and belong to those without. Have you any feeling as to being without? Think what company you are in! What have I to do to judge them also that are without? the apostle says; God judges them. What I have to do with is what is within, to see that conditions among us are holy. The tree of life is there for those who wash their robes. 

  
    VESSELS OF MERCY (JT 90)

    Romans 9: 21 - 24; Jeremiah 18: 1 - 6; Jeremiah 19:1,2; Jeremiah 19:10,11

    You will observe the recurrence of the idea of a vessel in these passages, and it is of this I wish to speak, especially from the standpoint of Romans, in which we have the idea of the sovereignty of God. There believers are referred to as vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, even us. The apostle in dealing with the subject of Gods sovereignty, connects it immediately with christians. They were taken up, both from among Jews and gentiles, for divine use, for this is the thought of a vessel  that it should be for use. 

    We have, indeed, the thought carried through and seen in the heavenly city as it comes down from God out of heaven, it is a containing vessel, a great vessel. We have its measurements and it is said to have the glory of God. It is the aggregate, really, of those vessels spoken of in Romans 9  vessels of mercy, fitted for glory, and as thus fitted, put together as an immense containing vessel, great enough to contain the glory of God. This is a wonderful thought, and one that should touch every believer, that this is what he is called to, and that God has taken him up of His own sovereign will as a vessel of mercy fitted for glory. For it is said, Of his own will begat he us. The more we are subject to that, the more we recognise that God has a will, and that His will is moved by His love, the more ready we shall be to submit. 

    One who would refuse Gods sovereignty is quoted in this passage as saying, Who hath resisted his will? He could have more truthfully asked, Who has not resisted his will? Certainly no one among the sons of Adam has failed to resist in some measure the will of God, and a large number, unknown to us, of angelic beings have sought to resist the will of God; to their irretrievable ruin indeed, but nevertheless they have resisted it. 

    Perhaps the best illustration of one who resisted the will of God is in the writer of this very epistle, Saul of Tarsus. He, as a natural man, was extremely zealous for the religion of his fathers, and so when Stephen was to be put to death, he held the clothes of those who stoned him; not in the way of a spectator, his will was in it  his heart was in it: Saul was consenting unto his death. Acts 8:1 This consent to the deed of murder was deliberate, and continued. He also made havoc of the church, and not content with resisting the will of God in his own sphere in Jerusalem he sought letters from the high priest to go to foreign cities. Such was his determination to resist the will of God, but he was brought down. He is perhaps the greatest evidence in Scripture  the greatest object  of divine mercy! According to His mercy He saved us! And again, God being rich in mercy (Ephesians 2:4)  rich in mercy! so that Saul was brought down. He was the first person in the New Testament who is formally called a vessel. The Lord Jesus says of him to Ananias, he is a vessel to me (Acts 9:15)  God would use him. 

    Now he refers to that here in saying there were vessels of mercy, fitted, not for destruction, but for glory, even us. I would appeal to all, knowing that most of us are vessels of mercy; I would also appeal to those who may not be so in their own consciousness. In the faith of your parents it may be that you are, and parents are entitled so to regard their children, but what is most important is what is in your own mind; whether in your mind any such designation may be applied  whether the idea of mercy has come into your history. It is a wonderful moment when it does. Not indeed but that you have been partaking of mercies from the outset of your being. The first breath that you breathed was thus provided for you. And so, too, your food and clothing. Not one thing that we enjoy as men, women and children, but which is a mercy of God, sovereignly provided. As Paul says, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness, Acts 14:17. 

    God did all this of Himself. He would have men in this world, and He would support them as in it. When the prodigal returned, the first thing he said was, I have sinned against heaven. Luke 15:18 No doubt he alluded to these bountiful things. Everything he partook of hitherto was brought about by the influence of heaven. He did not recognise it and never gave thanks. He wasted it; so he says to his father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight. 

    The mercy that saves your soul is a further thing  a greater thing: According to his own mercy he saved us through the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, Titus 3: 5. That is by the death of Christ. He has provided in the death of Christ the means of washing. 

    The book of Revelation speaks of washing in three ways. The Lord has washed us in His own blood; Revelation 1. He has done that. Then in chapter 7 it says of the great multitude, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 7: 14)  they have done it! In the washing of regeneration Christ does it, but I do it, too  I do it by faith, by the application of the means of cleansing. I have no doubt it is baptism that is alluded to. Baptism is a figure of Christs death, through which alone we can be saved. Then also it is by the Holy Spirit. God gives us the Holy Spirit on the principle of mercy, so that we should be saved. Thus we have the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, Titus 3: 5. 

    Now I want to show from these passages in Jeremiah how man as a vessel is in the mind of God. In chapter 18 he is in view in the potters house. The prophet is directed to go to the potters house, where he is making vessels of clay  a most interesting house! an allusion to God, undoubtedly. The potter is making vessels, and he makes one vessel that becomes marred. This typifies Adam and his posterity. Men and women strut about this world, embellished and powdered and what not, to make themselves beautiful, forgetting that they are marred vessels and cannot be improved. He makes another vessel, that is not marred; he makes it as it pleases him. 

    Now this is a most interesting passage. It includes the whole history of mankind  first a history of marred vessels. Whatever they may have pretended, they are all marred. But the potter makes another vessel, one that pleases him. God is not making marred vessels now, He is making vessels that please Him, that is what God is doing. You want to go into this house! God is making in it now vessels that please Him. 

    In chapter 19 it is not the house of the potter, nor of a vessel being made, but being bought  buy a potters earthen flagon. I want you to note this. God has bought men. He has paid the price for them. He has not sealed them all  He has not put His mark upon them all. Those who have accepted His ownership through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus (Romans 3:24) He seals. The idea of a seal is that He puts His mark upon them. He has bought them and they are publicly known to be His. Such are all true christians. We who believe are justified, and as justified through the redemptive work of Christ, God has put His seal upon us. But then He has bought all men, for Christ has given Himself a ransom for all. 

    If God falls back on His rights, He has a right to every one of us, not only because He is Creator, but because the Lord Jesus has bought the field. God puts His mark on all those who are really subject to Him. He would not have His name identified with a lawless man. When I go to the Hall of Records, so to speak, I find He has the title to all, but only those who embrace the offer of redemption are marked. True believers are all marked by the seal of the Spirit. They are the recognised property of the Lord. They are property that He commits Himself to, they are His. He would lay claim to you this very day through the gospel. The gospel is to assert in mens hearing that God has a right to them. He would have you on no other principle than that of faith. Millions of men nominally profess Christ, but not on that principle, and He never puts His mark on them. They have simply taken on christianity on the principle of sight, as they might take on any religion. The Lord repudiates all that. He never puts His seal on mere mental assent to the truth. The glad tidings is on the principle of faith, and to faith. The preacher is preaching on the principle of faith, and he preaches to faith, so that where there is faith the gospel is received and the Holy Spirit is given. The Lord commits Himself to that principle, and to that only. This chapter contemplates that there has not been the acceptance of that principle. There was no evidence whatever that it belonged to the purchaser. 

    The prophet is told to go to the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate, that is the place of judgment. But the east gate would be the gate that looked toward the sun, that is to say, this dispensation of God has been a wonderfully favourable one. It has been marked by the favour of God. God has shone in it in Christ. 

    As the sun shines daily, as evidence of His goodness, so Christ shines  beams on men. He expresses toward them the fulness of divine grace. In Him grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life. 

    I suppose the clay vessels were spread out there, so as to be affected, but the vessel was broken, it was fragile, in the sense that it was not a living, eternal thing. He that does the will of God abides for ever, but here the vessel was to be broken (verse 11). It is as one breaketh a potters vessel, that cannot be made whole again. You see how serious it is not to visit the house where the vessels are being made that please God. This chapter 19 contemplates a vessel that is broken, never to be brought together again. This, however, does not mean annihilation. It means that men are never to be set up again on this earth as a whole being. The wicked dead shall come up before God to be judged. The severest judgment is on those who refuse to bow to the gospel; those who have been in the light of the Sun, who have been in the favour of God, who have heard the gospel, but have never obeyed it. So the most awful judgment is pictured here; it says, bury them in Tophet till there be no place to bury (verse 11). Tophet as we learn in another prophet, was ordained of old for the king  (Isaiah 30:33) for Satan. It is enlarged  Tophet is enlarged; it is also for those who obey not the gospel. 

    I dwell on this a little because of some here who have had great opportunities, and have failed to embrace them. They are in the light of the redemptive work of Christ, but they have never gone on. It is no use taking the place of being a christian. The christian religion in its present public character, has no more virtue than any other religion. It is merely on the principle of sight, whereas God approaches men on the principle of faith  we are justified on the principle of faith. The believer is brought up from the grave. We read of the believers body, It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory, 1 Corinthians 15:43. The believer is brought together everlastingly, never to be broken, but the unbeliever, those who die Christ  rejecters or Christ  neglecters, shall never be brought together on earth. Their place is to be banished from the presence of the Lord to everlasting destruction. Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared (Isaiah 30: 33)  that is, for Satan. Satan was in the mind of God when He prepared it. Very little is said about it, but God had ordained it for him and his angels, and men who are rejecters of Christ share that doom. 

    I pass now to chapter 18. There is the house, and he made that vessel as seemed good to the potter to make it, and he says, Cannot I do with you as this potter? (verse 6). 

    That is a word for everybody here. That is what God is doing  He is making another vessel as it pleases Him. That is true in Christ  the man that pleased Him. Of course He was not made. He was a divine Person in manhood, but He presents the divine thought, and God is working to that. It is a wonderful delight to the believer. We are his workmanship. There is no such skill seen in any other house. Take man as he is, fearfully and wonderfully made Psalm 139:14; there is no being like him. How much more new creation! This is the time of new creation. The new man is created after God in truthful righteousness and holiness. That is what God is doing. Would not each one here like to be in the house of the Potter  the blessed, divine Potter? He is making a vessel as it pleases Him. He is going to fill heaven with vessels that please Himself. He is doing it now! Cannot I do with you as this potter? He says. So I would ask you to put yourself in His hands  see what He will do with you! 

    But it must be on the principle of faith. There must be no compromise! God is fashioning it as it pleases Him. If any one be in Christ, there is a new creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17 Think of being a vessel in which there is not one thing which is not of God  and that abides for ever  new creation abides for ever! It shall never pass away. There shall be a new heavens and a new earth; all these vessels of mercy, fitted for glory, shall be there. All is the work of God. 
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    EARTHEN VESSELS (JT 91)

    Jeremiah 19:1-3; Jeremiah 19:10,11; Romans 9:19 - 24; 1 Thessalonians 4:13,14

    I wish every one of us to take account of himself as an earthen vessel; this is how men are regarded in Scripture. The prophet Jeremiah is directed to take such a vessel, a potters earthen bottle, and to take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of the priests; And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate. He is directed thus to take the vessel, in the presence of responsible witnesses, to the east gate; that is, the sun-gate, or the pottery-gate, where the potter makes his vessels in the light and heat of the sun. We have here a picture of fragile humanity brought into this world indeed as Gods creatures, but as in it coming under influences which form them according to this world; the sun in this prophet as belonging to the host of heaven is seen as a powerful influence used by Satan to divert men from God; chapter 8:2 and 19:13. The influence that bears upon men and women in this world is such as to bring about in them the state that is indicated in this chapter. So that the scene is laid in the valley of Hinnom, one of the darkest spots, signifying the place of filth and judgment, and indeed the place of eternal torment. 

    How serious it is, beloved friends, to be taken, according to divine direction, by the prophet, a representative of God, accompanied by responsible witnesses  the ancients of the people and the priests  and to be faced with this solemn scene! Satan is deluding men and women at the present time; a lying spirit has gone forth, and lies are being formulated in many ways and through many persons, so that men and women should be darkened and deceived as to this solemn picture. And yet the Scriptures abound with testimony as to the judgment to come. We read, indeed, of Tophet that it was ordained of old  it is not accidental  and that it was prepared for the king, for Satan, and that the judgment should be direct from God Himself; so that this awful picture of judgment is not accidental, nor is it merely because of mens guilt, it was ordained of old. God, having foreseen the circumstances that would arise in the universe, ordained it. We read of eternal torment, the place of it  hell  being prepared for the devil and his angels. It is divinely designed, dear friends. This valley of Hinnom, Tophet, is but a picture of it  a mere suggestion of it. What it suggests was designed of old, and it was designed for the king, that is to say, God had in mind the author of sin, for the devil sinneth from the beginning. 1 John 3:8. He is a liar and a murderer, and, having come into this world, he has acquired influence over men in it; the whole race has fallen under his power; he is called the god of this world, and he is called also its prince. He is the head of it religiously, and the head of it politically. These facts have not yet come out openly, at least in these countries in which we live, but the time is fast approaching when they will come out. A man will come who shall set himself up in the temple of God, exalting himself against all called God. He will be, the direct representative of the king, of him who is the author of sin; of him who introduced it and maintains it in this world; indeed of him who has built up this world. He will embody the two features I have referred to; there will be the idea of god in him and the idea of prince. We are told that the beast and the false prophet are to be taken and cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone; and thus we know that the direct representative of Satan will be consigned to that awful place alive. A thousand years later, Satan himself will be consigned to it; never again to have scope among men, never again to lift up his head against God and against Christ. 

    We have here some very solemn pictures presented to us, raising the question as to whether we shall choose to exist with the devil and his angels in that awful place. The prophet takes a potters earthen bottle, which would be a type of each one of us, of every man and woman brought into the world, but as coming under powerful influences in this world and being formed by them, formed apart from the influence of God, and the influence of Christ; and as so formed, only fit to be broken, never to be repaired. That is a solemn fact that comes out here. It says of the vessel, Even so will I break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potters vessel, that cannot be made whole again; note, it cannot be made whole again. 

    Such is the picture that we have in this prophecy of what man is  a mere potters earthen vessel, such as can be broken, and as it says elsewhere, broken to shivers. Revelation 2:27. When the Lord Jesus comes out by and by and takes up His rights in this world, this king, for whom the judgment was ordained of old, will be arrayed against Him, but we read as vessels of pottery are they broken in pieces; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potters vessel. There is no power in man to stand up in the presence of God, yet we all have to stand in His presence, as it says, the dead, small and great, stand before God. Revelation 20:12. And so I would speak to those who have not believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and I would put it to you, as to whether you are prepared, in view of these awful facts, to let things drift along as they are with you? Are you prepared to drift along in the current of this world, and take your chance at the end? How can you continue for one instant on such a course? Here you are, as it were, as a tiny potters earthen vessel brought face to face with the very place of judgment, and you are shown the whole scene, you are warned of it, and it is pointed out what the end will be of those who have not believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. They will be broken like the potters vessel, that can never be made whole again; they will never stand on this earth again; they will never enjoy the benefits of their Creator, but will be consigned to His eternal wrath. Are you prepared for that? You say, You are seeking to frighten people. But it is right that you should be made to feel how solemn it is to have to do with God. 

    God has the means by Him, not only of dealing in judgment with your tiny vessel, but with all the nations of the world. Take the nations banded together, as they will be, against God and against His Anointed; we read He will break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potters vessel; He will break them to shivers, so that there is nothing left of them. Such is the power that God has, that Christ has, connected with judgment; all judgment is in the hands of Christ; authority has been given to Him to execute judgment, because He is the Son of man. But you may be assured that, inasmuch as He is the Son of man, He is on our side; He will put off the judgment till the last moment. He is on mans side  He is the mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all. 1 Timothy 2:5,6. He has given Himself for us; He has given Himself for all as a ransom, and He is waiting on men now to turn them aside from their folly. Unto you, O men, I call, Proverbs 8:4. He says, and He warns you as to the wrath to come, for wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. Romans 1:18. 

    This tiny potters vessel represents the smallest as well as the greatest amongst men. A bottle is a containing vessel; what have you contained from God? What about the christians? The christian is also an earthen vessel; I am an earthen vessel, even an unbeliever is an earthen vessel, but my earthen vessel will not be broken in Tophet. When the believer dies, Jesus puts him to sleep. Is Jesus going to put you to sleep? I tell you that, if you are unconcerned as to the future, the devil has put you to sleep, for he has his sleeping draughts. The Lord never gives His people sleeping draughts; on the cross He Himself refused the sponge with vinegar; the believer is maintained in his senses. Satan has his drugs, his deadening things, by which he deadens mens senses so that they are unaware of what is coming. They do not feel divine displeasure; they are, as Peter says, senseless men. 1 Peter 2:15. Has Satan been putting you to sleep? If so, you are oblivious to what there is for you, to what God proposes to you, and to what most of us here have accepted and enjoyed  you are dead to it all. Why are you dead to it all? Why so senseless? Why so unmoved, when your relatives, and your acquaintances have been moved, and have accepted the gospel and enjoyed what it proposes? Why not you? Satan has been working with you. He has watched over you all these years since you came into the world, he has had his eye on you; he has brought influences to bear upon you that have deadened your senses. Perhaps you were at one time conscious of the reality of these things, but you have lost that consciousness, you are deadened to the overtures of God and Christ, and are quite senseless as to what we enjoy. 

    When the light of God enters a mans soul, it awakens him. Things he had never seen, appear to him; impressions that he had never felt, but should have, are now felt; he begins to think of God. Has the thought of God come into your soul? One said, God, be merciful to me, the sinner. What does that evidence? It evidences that the light of God had come into that mans soul, and he felt that he had to do with God, and as a result he smote upon his breast and said, God, be merciful to me, the sinner. He is singled out; God had already singled him out, for God deals with us severally; His finger finds us and touches us. He singles you out and, as God singles you out, so you single yourself out. Instead of saying, God be merciful to us miserable sinners, you say, God, be merciful to me, the sinner. You discover yourself; you have found out that you are the sinner, and you are not concerned to include others. You say, God be merciful to me, the sinner; and what does the Lord say? I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other. Luke 18:14. Would you not like to go down to your house justified today? I can tell you, on the authority of Scripture, that you may, however black your course may have been. You may be justified, not only forgiven  yes, forgiven  but justified. Forgiveness is a wonderful thing, but justification is greater, and the believer has both. The blackest sinner may be forgiven and justified. A justified man is a man against whom you can make no charge. He is not simply justified in regard of one offence or charge. Think of it, that the guiltiest person in the whole world may be justified  By him all that believe, it says, are justified from all things, Acts 13:39. Do you wish it? Or, as I said, are you prepared to drift along as you have been, in the presence of the fact that you are portrayed here in this potters earthen vessel brought to the pottery gate; you are in the presence of the whole of humanity, in the presence of responsible witnesses, and it is pointed out to you that there is nothing for you but Tophet, that which was ordained of old for the king, and of which God Himself says, where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. Mark 9:44; Mark 9:46; Mark 9:48. 

    Now in the epistle to the Romans there is the same thought of the potter introduced, but God is the potter there, and there are vessels of mercy, and vessels of wrath. God had said, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion Romans 9:15, and as God thus asserts His will the question is asked, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? Do you say that? Who has not resisted His will? It is not who has, but who has not? I know of no one who has not, except the Lord Jesus Christ. I know of no man, or woman, who has not resisted His will. We have all been guilty of it. Paul speaks of himself in this way, as a wilful man: who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing man; 1 Timothy 1:13 he went forward in his own will, breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord. Did he not resist the will of God? Did he not resist the will of Christ? He did. And so has every one of us; there is not one of us who has not resisted the will of God, and yet God has met us in Christ and broken us down. Let no one say who hath resisted his will? for all have resisted His will. The Lord Jesus came into this world saying, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God, Hebrews 10:9 Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me Hebrews 10:5  One who did the divine will in every movement of His heart, in every breath He breathed, in every word He spoke, in every step He took, in every act He did: He did the will of God. I invite you to contemplate Him who did the will of God. He never resisted the will of God, though that will led Him down to death in the body that He took for that very purpose; and the Scripture says, By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once Hebrews 10:10; God offers forgiveness to those who have been resisting His will. 

    Now God would meet you with, the gospel concerning His Son, concerning Him who did Gods will, and He proposes forgiveness. You need forgiveness; it is offered to you. He is ready now to take you up and form you into a vessel prepared for glory. Think of that! It is all mercy. Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, Titus 3:5; it is according to His mercy. Who is there that can answer? Who art thou, he says in this passage in Romans, that repliest against God? You have no moral title to call upon God to give you an answer; you need mercy. You are brought to the valley of the son of Hinnom, as I said; you are in the presence of the judgment. Why do you want to reply against God? What right have you to ask God questions, to ask Him to explain Himself? You want mercy; it is for you to cast yourself on the mercy of God; there is no other place for you. So it is according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:5. God has the means of cleansing; there is the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, which christians can say he shed on us abundantly. Titus 3:6. 

    God is merciful, and is calling on you now to submit. He is ready to make you, not a vessel broken never to be repaired, but a vessel of mercy prepared for glory. Think of such mercy. You say, Do not believers die? Not all; Enoch did not die, Elijah did not die; thousands of us are hoping that we shall be changed by the power of Christ, that we shall be changed and caught up to be with Him for ever. We are not afraid of Tophet, although it was ordained of old, but we bring the testimony of it before you at this time, and warn you in regard of it; and also we would bring you to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, and show you from the Scriptures how He bore the penalty that lay upon man, and how forgiveness is consequently offered to you now; and that on the simple principle of faith, all is yours  forgiveness, 

    justification, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and everlasting life. 

    But then, what about your earthen vessel? Paul says about his, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 2 Corinthians 4:7 for believers are containing vessels. The epistle to the Romans shows how the believer is brought to the idea of a vessel; he presents his body to God a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable  as a vessel. God has in every believer a vessel. What kind of vessel? It is an earthen vessel, sure enough, but, taking the believer as a whole  spirit, soul, and body  he is a vessel of mercy fitted for glory. You may look at us, and say, You are not much different from us, and you die like others. Christians do not die like others, nor do they live like others. I have seen christians death beds, and they do not die like others. They die in light, they die in love, they die rejoicing, and full of hope; in other words, they are put to sleep through Jesus. Jesus is by them. The pitcher is not broken, never to be repaired. We know that if our earthly house ... were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 Corinthians 5:1. What a prospect! If you are an unbeliever and in your sins, you have not got that; you are just this potters earthen bottle capable of being broken in the valley of Tophet, never again to be repaired, that cannot be made whole again. Having passed out of the world by way of death, you will never stand on earth again, never will you contain anything of God, or enjoy any of His benefits; you will be a vessel of wrath fitted to destruction. Why? Because you resisted the will of God. The will of God now is that you should be saved, for our Saviour God desires that all men should be saved; He desires that you should submit to Christ, that you should bow and acknowledge yourself a guilty sinner, and say, God be merciful to me, the sinner; then God will take you up. I can tell you from experience, I can tell you from the Scriptures, that God will take you up from that moment and make you a vessel of mercy prepared for glory. Think of being prepared for glory! We believers will come out with Jesus presently; when the Christ, the One by whom God is doing everything for His glory, when that great Person comes out from heaven, we shall come out with Him  every one of us. When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory, Colossians 3:4. Will there be any disparity between us? No, we shall be like Christ  each one  a vessel of mercy prepared for glory. We shall be containing vessels, not one of us will be empty; and so, I would say to believers, acquire the habit now of being filled. The Holy Spirit having come in, fills us; for the idea is that we are containing vessels  containing the very greatest thing, the treasure  and we shall come out by and by as containing vessels in the aggregate; we shall be the heavenly city, which is said indeed to have the glory of God. It comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God  truly a vessel of mercy prepared for glory. 

    Then there is just one other thought that Jeremiah gives us in regard of an earthen vessel, corresponding with a believer; chapter 32:6 - 15. The evidences of the purchase of the field by Jeremiah, which Jehovah charged him to purchase, are put into an earthen vessel (Jeremiah 32:14); for the testimony is to be continued for a long time. There was that which was the open evidence of the purchase, and there was the sealed evidence, and these were put into an earthen vessel. And so it is, that God having taken us up in mercy and filled us, we are the repositories of the very greatest thing  the testimony to redemption is cherished in our hearts, and we love to speak of it, and bring it forward. There is in the Holy Spirit here a testimony to accomplished redemption, and hence we can preach to you, having the evidence of the purchase in our possession. Jesus gave Himself, and the Holy Spirit is a witness to us, a witness in us indeed, that the purchase has been made  that He has given Himself. So it is for everyone to avail himself of it, of the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. Romans 3:24. The righteousness of God is towards all and upon all those who believe. May God help us all to believe, and to have part in the purchase, to be the purchased possession, Ephesians 1:14 those who are redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 1 Peter 1:19. 
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     36. The living God  note this. 
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    Jeremiah 25

     26. This passage, I think, shows that the king of the North, Gog (the king of Sheshach, as I believe) has possession of the regions called North in Judaea, by virtue of the system of judgments which come thereon. It is not then his simple inherited possession. The king of Sheshach I take to be Gog, not in his original, natural position, but after his having in a great measure possessed himself of the earth, and then upon the putting out of Antichrist, being alone in the earth as against God  the sun darkened, they that are drunken, drunken in the night, see Habakkuk 2  and so thus, indeed, the king of all the confusion; but it is in the night of his destruction. Of the activity of this, Nebuchadnezzar seems a type  of its being confounded, Belshazzar. I have always thought Nebuchadnezzar, 

    as conquering, to be the type of the Assyrian of the latter day. 

    But it appears to me that there is a point here of new light breaking in  the Gog, the Assyrian, becomes the representative of power over Babylon, when Antichrist is put out, and, though put out by Gods mighty ones, he will think it is all to his dominion; see Joel, and the account of the Assyrian in Isaiah. Then, having come against the Jews, he will say, Where is now their God, setting himself as the man of the earth against the God of the earth, as the other against Antichrist  for the earth is his sphere, power not infidelity and antichristianism, which is the distinctive point of the former. But Antichrist is in fact the inferior power. Isaiah 14:12, clearly, I think, applies to him, Antichrist, but the passage which I will go into here, seems to embrace a larger scope, and to open out this very position of the last king, as finding his destruction in having all drowned in his person, except the head who shall then see that their power is gone, none shut up nor left. 

    We have observed, elsewhere, the distinctness of character in Antichrist and the king of Babylon in this point of view, i.e., the virtual headship of confusion, on the destruction of Antichrist, but who holds it in power (for in this God will vindicate it as between them) but who, then turning that power against God, as having all, touches not them, the Remnant but the apple of His eye. The king of Babylon is not, in my opinion, used of Antichrist, which is a most important point, and opens out the whole question, and reflects light on many others; compare the connection in Isaiah 14:22, Isaiah 14:24,25. Verse 13 shows the others assumed dominion in his origin. He is not power but popular, the head of not over, in his principles, as Buonaparte said, I am the representative of the people; consider also verse 29, et seq. Then Psalm 48:2, determines, I think, verse 13, and thus the whole matter is made plain. We have also, hence, a very definite understanding of Revelation 16 and 17 and the time of chapter 18: 21, confirming generally the view heretofore taken, the details not being there unfolded; see note on the passage now. 

    The bearing of this I feel to be sound and interesting, but there is not sufficient scope left for what passes between the destruction of Antichrist and the inroad of Gog, as in Zechariah for example, and Gog and the Assyrian are unduly identified. 
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    Jeremiah 27

     1. I suspect the fault is not in Jehoiakim in this verse, but in Zedekiah in verse 3  that it was in Jehoiakims reign Jeremiah warned the Ammonites, etc. And he did the same, as to Judah, when Zedekiah was king; verse 12. But it is a matter of fact to be enquired into. 

     18. It is deeply interesting to compare this verse with Genesis 20:7, and John 15:7. One sees that being a prophet, i.e., having the communication of the mind of God, places one in, and supposes that intimacy with Him which enables to ask and have of Him, and obtain. It produces and implies, in its nature, that kind of confidence, that claim in grace arising from intimacy, that possession of His mind which enables to intercede. Martha was sure Christ was in this position; she did not know, nor realise His intrinsic living power. And note, the Christian, so far as he values his place in Christ, is in this position, If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done; compare John 16:26, 27; see also 1 Corinthians 2:16. 
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    Jeremiah 31

     30. Note, whatever the inworking of grace, and however complete the forgiveness, the state of Israel in the millennium is one of strict law, only direct and personal. 

     33, 34. I compare these verses, and verses 29, 30, with Isaiah 60:21, and chapter 65: 19, 20. Only here dying is for his sin  judgment in this world. This would seem to be so in Isaiah 65:20. 

  
    CROYDON  READING (1) (JT 73)

    2 Corinthians 3: 1 - 18; 1 Corinthians 11: 25; Jeremiah 31: 31 - 34

    JTThe subject I have in mind is the new covenant, and the idea before us at this time is to call attention to the full thought of the Scriptures, every Scripture, including Old and New Testaments, and their value. It was, therefore, thought that the idea of the new covenant would aid us in this respect, so that we may see how well off we are as in this dispensation that we are in, as compared with what was before. We have to see, at the same time, that what was before was essential to what is now, but it is all one thought. Every scripture, it says, is divinely inspired, and profitable. Nothing, therefore, is to be despised, and certainly not neglected. There should be a constant thought of it, and we should read the Scriptures in the order in which they are written. That is, to take them beginning with Moses and the Psalms, and then the prophets, and so forth, so as to get the order in which they should be read. There is order in which they are written, and the New Testament too, of course, each book in its own place beginning with the Gospels, and then the Acts, and then the Epistles. It is thought now that the third chapter of 2 Corinthians will help us in regard of the epistles and enable us to link on with the Old Testament where the covenant, or the new covenant, is drawn from, because it is a question of comparison between the Old and the New. It was once stated by Mr. Raven, and it may be well to record it here, that the new covenant is the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. It might be as well to keep that in mind in all that we may have to say. 

    RemHaving the knowledge of God in mind? It says They shall all know me. 

    JTQuite so, From the least of them unto the greatest of them. Then, as it says elsewhere: They shall be all taught of God. That is another thing that runs through Scripture, being taught of God. It is not simply reading the Scriptures literally, but being taught of God as to their meaning. Hence, we have prophets, and evangelists, and shepherds and teachers, and so forth, and we would now specially recall the idea of teachers. There are, of course, at the present time, a good many capable men, thank God, and these meetings  and three-day meetings especially  are being greatly increased, not only here but in America and in Australasia. It is not simply week-end meetings, but three-day meetings, in which there is ample room to work out a principle or a subject. 

    HHIs it to be noted that Jeremiah lived at the time when Jerusalem was captured by the enemy? I mean the whole thing was, in a way, wrecked; so that over against that the thought of the new covenant would be full of meaning. 

    JTYes, so that God has begun anew. It says in Revelation 21, Behold, I make all things new. He has begun anew now, in the New Testament, and, of course, it is connected with the incoming of the Son, the Son of God become Man. That is the beginning and basis of everything. 

    HGHSo do you consider the old covenant as a forerunner of the new? 

    JTWell, as to its general character or manner, but, of course, the contents of the new are very different from those of the old. We must however bring in the old so as to get the good of all the types and all that is mentioned before. Paul says in Galatians that the covenant was ordained through angels in the hand of a mediator, and we thank God for the Mediator. The Mediator is Christ, but then Moses was also a mediator, and there is some 

    idea of mediatorship in those of us who are, in any way, capable or qualified to minister the truth, so that there is a go-between amongst us, involving confidence and consideration all round. There would be no idea of partisanship, for it is a question of what God has provided, and all the details are to be observed. 

    WJAre the three Persons required for the development of the new covenant? 

    JTThree is a numeral which is much used in Scripture, and when we think of the divine Persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one name covers them all, according to the end of Matthew. 

    HWAIn John 6 the Lord brings in what you have already quoted, in referring to the Father taking the initiative in the sense of teaching in the economy. He says, They shall be all taught of God. He refers to this very thought. 

    JTJust so, They shall be all taught of God. And remember that the sisters are included in that; but the question is whether the sisters take it on, and whether the responsibility attaching to them is taken on by them, because they ought to follow things with the brethren. But you had something more to say? 

    HWAI was thinking what an important thing it is to get into our souls that, in this great economy, the Father teaches as well as the Son and as well as the Holy Spirit. The word is in that same chapter, every one that has heard from the Father himself, and has learned of him, as if to indicate that the Father takes the initiative in the sense of teaching and drawing to Christ. 

    JTQuite so. 

    PLIn regard to this ministerial service in mediatorship, is it seen in Moses? It says The skin of his face shone, and then it says Moses called to them; and they turned to him  Aaron and all the principal men of the assembly; and Moses talked with them. And afterwards, all the children of Israel came near, Exodus 34: 30 - 32. 

    JTVery good. They all came near, but then there was the idea of Moses and the place he had as the mediator. No one had a place such as his. He is therefore a type of Christ in that sense. It says The mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus. So that the full thought is carried down to Christ Himself in manhood. It will not do simply to think of God as in the Old Testament, but we must think of Christ in manhood. He, of course, was in the Godhead before He became Man, but in manhood all things are carried down and made intelligible in Him. The Spirit too is here, sent down by Him, as if He accepted the obligation of looking after things and opening up things and teaching. 

    ECMIs that supported in Exodus 24, where it says, He took the book of the covenant, and read it in the ears of the people; and they said, All that Jehovah has said will we do? Would the book of the covenant, and reading it, be connected with the thought of teaching the people? 

    JTJust so. And so we rightly stress the fact that in Luke 24 it says of the Lord, Having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. So that there you have the full thought, in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

    PHHIs it remarkable that this finds a place in the things we have come to in Hebrews 12? It says Ye have come ... to Jesus, mediator of a new covenant. 

    JTYes, there are eight of them, and we might as well read them. 

    PHHHebrews 12: 22: But ye have come to mount Zion; and to the city of the living God, 

    heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels, the universal gathering; and to the assembly of the firstborn who are registered in heaven; and to God, judge of all; and to the spirits of just men made perfect; and to Jesus, mediator of a new covenant; and to the blood of sprinkling, speaking better than Abel. 

    JTThere are eight; it is beyond seven. It is the full idea, and indicates what we have come to. It is what we have come to; not what they came to in Old Testament times, but what we have come to. 

    AJGIs it significant that in that scripture the word for new covenant is fresh, stressing the freshness in the Spirit which you were mentioning in your prayer. 

    JTJust so, I felt I needed it, because we came through crowded streets in the heat. Of course, we thank God for it, I do, because the heat is surely good for us. What God gives us is good for us. 

    PHHAnd to the blood of sprinkling. Would that add to the thought, speaking better than Abel? Does that link on with the spirit of the covenant, which you have in mind? 

    JTQuite so. It is better things too. The word better is a comparative idea, and it shows what we have come into. Whether we take it on and enjoy it is another matter, and that is what these meetings are for, to stir us up and stimulate us into the enjoyment of what is available to us. 

    AJGHave you in mind that new covenant ministry is intended to set us free in the assembly? 

    JTThat is just what I think it is intended to do; and Hebrews, I suppose, would be the suggestion of it. We have the volume and the variety of the things we have come to, and the quotations from the Old Testament are generally from the Psalms, which shows that experience is the great point in mind. 

    HHIt says, the assembly of the firstborn. That would come into line with your thought? 

    JTQuite so. 

    HGHSo in verse 6 of the chapter read it says, made us competent, as ministers. Is the assembly in mind there, or is it only apostolic, do you think? 

    JTIt is apostolic. Will you please read it again. 

    HGH2 Corinthians 3: 5, Not that we are competent of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our competency is of God; who has also made us competent, as ministers of the new covenant. 

    JTWell, as I said, I think that is apostolic. 

    PHHWould you say a word as to the new covenant in this setting? Is it a description of ministry, or is it a setting out of the new covenant? I am referring to the note to that verse which has just been read. Mr. Darby says, Perhaps it may be rendered competent as new covenant ministers, as if that were the description of the ministry and the ministers. Would that be right? 

    JTI think so, covering the whole idea, so that, we might say, if the apostles were together at any given time, as in Acts 15, they would be in the full sense of that, and they would contend for it too. Acts 15 is the scripture that covers all that. 

    PHHThe council about the circumcision? 

    JTYes. 

    PHHThere was a question about it, the enemy was attacking, and that chapter is to reach the whole thought of the truth, and the apostles were all there. Peter was the first one to speak and then James afterwards. 

    AJGSo that new covenant ministry, as brought into christianity, is really part of the ministry of the gospel, is it not? 

    JTQuite so. So we certainly do well to adhere to the idea of the gospel, however few the attendance may be, and to have it at least on the first day of the week, because God is blessing it. However much weakness there may be, God is blessing the gospel, and I think He is going to continue it. There is remarkable interest universally, as far as I can see, now, and I think God is showing that He is approving it, and the Lord is thinking of it because He is about to come. The reference to the appearing of Christ is to be specially noted, and we have a reference to those who love the appearing of Christ. 

    QuesIs it to be noticed that in the passage that has been quoted in Hebrews 12, it does not say that christians have come to the new covenant, but they have come to Jesus, the Mediator of a fresh covenant? I wondered if we could get some help as to the fact that the new covenant is not formally made with the church. 

    JTQuite right. What help can we get from that? The reference is to the old covenant, of course, but the truth is that Christianity is in mind and nothing less than that. 

    EuRWould the expression we all in the last verse involve that? Is that universal? 

    JTThe we is emphatic. Quite so, we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory. It is a magnificent finish to the chapter, because it is a question of glory  glory to glory. 

    EuRIt is no longer ministerial, but the apostle would draw all the saints into this liberty? 

    JTI think so. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the force of the expression; the glory of the Lord? 

    JTWell, we could easily say that the new covenant implies that, but glory is a question of what there is, what a thing is. Here it is a question of the authority of the Lord, and at the end of the verse we have the Lord the Spirit, showing that the Spirit of God is involved in the whole passage as to glory. From glory to glory refers to the Holy Spirit really. The chapter, we might say, deals with the great subject of the gospel, the Spirit being the power in which it is presented, and not only preached but ministered. The ministry is through the Spirit. 

    HHIn 2 Corinthians 4: 6 it reads, It is the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

    JTThat is just what I was pointing out, that the idea of glory is immense, and then the idea of three divine Persons is more than immense; it is unspeakable. 

    HHI am sure you are right. We do well to pay much attention to it. 

    PHHDo you take the glory of the Lord in the first part of verse 18, we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, to refer to the Lord Jesus? 

    JTI think so. And then the glory of God in the next chapter, of course, is God Himself. 

    QuesHas not the Person of the Lord Jesus a distinctive place as the Mediator? 

    JTHe has, certainly. There is only one divine Person said to be made Lord, and that is the Son. The Father is not made Lord, nor the Spirit; it is the Son that is made Lord. 

    QuesWith regard to your remark as to christianity being in mind, is that why the apostle uses the letter as a negative matter to bring into relief the Spirit in a positive way? He says The letter kills, but the Spirit quickens. 

    JTJust so. It is to set out the greatness of the Spirit. The word spirit, however, does not always refer to the Holy Spirit, it has to be looked into, as to the setting in which it is presented. 

    PHHYou are referring to verse 6 where it says, not of letter, but of spirit? That has a small s. Then it goes on to say, For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens. That is a capital S. That would be the Holy Spirit. 

    JTYes, quite. 

    QuesDoes that not raise the question of the character of any ministry? Paul in speaking of his ministry says, God ... has also made us competent, as ministers of the new covenant; not of letter, but of spirit. 

    JTI suppose Paul put the whole matter into both his ministry and the way he carried it on. 

    PLWould death works in us, but life in you suggest the quickening power of new covenant ministry? 

    JTI think it would. Just so. 

    SRDoes the ministry of the Spirit enable us to behold the glory? 

    JTI think that is right. 

    QuesCould we have a word as to why the new covenant has such prominence at the Supper? This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

    JTThat is the first epistle. Well, I think it is the great idea of the ministry of God. It is the ministry of the Spirit, of course, but the Lords supper is the beginning of everything in the sense of ministry. Everything begins with the Lords supper. Then we are led on to the thought of the Minister of the sanctuary, and, as it says, of the true tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched and not man. That is to say, which God has pitched and not man, but the Lord Jesus is the Minister of it. He is the Minister of the sanctuary. All that begins with the Lords supper. 

    RSWWould the shedding of His blood be an outstanding part of the glory of the Lord? 

    JTI should say that. Only one of the divine Persons died, and we cannot but be touched as we think of that. One of the divine Persons died. The others give support. Of course, the Father is first, and then the Son, and then the Holy Spirit, but then, as I said before, only the Lord Jesus Christ is said to be made Lord. He is made Lord and Christ. 

    FCHIs not the Lord Jesus the only One of the Godhead who is said to be made anything? And that must be as Man. 

    JTIt must be as Man. The man Christ Jesus is therefore so distinctively prominent, and should be prominent with us today, because it is peculiarly in this chapter. 

    HHA divine Person giving His life gives us such a sense in our souls of what love means, does it not? 

    JTJust so. Right up to the point that God is love. You could not get anything better than that, God is love, and then again, Love is of God. 

    HHHereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives. That is a good word for all of us here this morning, is it not? 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesAs to the thought here of looking on the glory of the Lord, would that be characteristic or is it specific? Does it enter specifically into our assembling together? 

    JTIt is a very wide thought. Think of the wideness of it; all the divine Persons are in it, yet the Lord having become Man, is the great vessel of the display of all these things. But then we cannot ignore the other Persons, because God is love, as we have said, and the love of the Spirit is mentioned too. All the divine Persons, in a certain sense, therefore, are love, for God is love. I do not know that we should say, or that we could find in the Scriptures, that Christ is love, but God is love, and the word God there would imply the Father, the Son and the Spirit, as I understand. 

    WJAre fleshy tables of the heart capable of taking in divine love? 

    JTWe would have to use that carefully, because fleshy is apt to divert our minds, but it is just a figure, used in contrast to stone, to imply that they are impressionable. Fleshy tables of the heart mean that the heart is the centre of love. 

    ECMWould you say a word on being transformed according to the same image from glory to glory? Do you connect that with the thought of change which you have spoken of? 

    JTYes, from glory to glory. Divine Persons are capable of change, and we have to be very careful to speak reverentially of it. They are capable of change, but even we are too. John the apostle says I became in the Spirit on the Lords day. He was capable of change in the Spirit on the Lords day. 

    QuesDoes the ministry of the new covenant bring us into liberty? Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

    JTI think it would, but then we ought to be as wide as Scripture, and grasp a thing, and deal with the thing in that sense. There are so many things said which are alike, or more or less alike, but we have to grasp each one in its own setting and in its own meaning. 

    HFNWould you kindly say a word in regard to the four thoughts. Now the Lord is the Spirit; and secondly, where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty; and then looking on the glory of the Lord; and the fourth transformed ... from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit, as to which apply to the Lord, and then how the Spirit is brought in, so that we might have the truth definitely before us in relation to each expression. 

    JTWell, you can give us help, Mr. N. Just break it up yourself into small parts. 

    HFNIn connection with the first, The Lord is the Spirit, it has been so often spoken of as the spirit of Scripture, but is there more in it than that? 

    JTI think Mr. Raven said that, but I doubt that, I think we had better keep to what we have here. 

    HFNThat was what one would like to get help on, that it is something more than the spirit of Scripture. 

    JTI think that is right. 

    HFNThen the second reference is where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. Would that refer to the presence and operations of the Holy Spirit as introducing liberty? 

    JTYes. Quite so. 

    HFNThen finally, transformed according to the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit. The question is, does that refer directly to the Holy Spirit? 

    JTI think the Lord the Spirit is the Holy Spirit. You have noticed, of course, that the article is left out in both cases, before Lord and before Spirit. 

    PLIs the new covenant ministry the great formative power to furnish and fill the saints as the vessels of the sanctuary? Are the saints, in relation to the service of God, formed and furnished through the new covenant ministry? 

    JTTherefore you have to include all the sisters as well as the brothers, who have the Spirit. Although the sisters, of course, are not to speak in assembly, but at the same time, they are members, 

    for they are of the assembly, they belong to the body of Christ. They would, therefore, be vessels even though they do not speak, because they can express themselves in many ways, in their looks and in many other ways. The Spirit is the power for the operation of all that. 

    PLI was thinking of David as the one in whom the covenant was set forth, typical in that way of the Lord, preparing the vessels for the sanctuary, that is for the service of God. 

    JTYes. Just so. You refer to the vessels; that is to say, every member, or person, is of the body, because he has the Spirit. 

    QuesWill you say a word as to why, at the Supper itself, the cup of the covenant is emphasised? 

    JTI think because it is the drinking that is in mind. I think it is alluded to in 1 Corinthians 12, so also is the Christ. The Christ there covers not only the Lord Himself as Head, but all the members of the body. It is the Christ. 

    QuesWould it also cover verse 13 of chapter 12? For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit. 

    JTI thought that was the thing that touches us, because of the idea of drinking. The idea of drinking, I think, is satisfaction, so all that would come in, and then the power of the Spirit would make all that effective in us. At a time like this, what are we doing, what are we taking in, what are we absorbing? Well, it is a question, of the Spirit, for the Spirit enables us to take in things that are said. 

    RemI was thinking of the peculiar place that the Spirit would have at that moment in the Supper. 

    JTThat leads to the thought of what the Supper really means, and what enters into it. With the systems around us, of course, the Supper is, you might say, abrogated; it is nothing; they have not the true thought of it at all. Everything depends on the teaching of the truth as to the Lords supper. It all depends on that, and then our making way for it in ourselves, so as to be effective in the use the Lord would make of us, at any given time, because it is a question of the divine service, the service towards divine Persons. 

    ECMSo that we become glorious ourselves. It is not only that the Lord Jesus is glorious, but the saints become increasingly glorious, would you say? 

    JTQuite so. So that when the Spirit has His place we can see things. The term the Christ would include, not only the Lord Himself, but all the members of the body, for it is a question of the body of Christ. Now something comes into my mind as to the use of the word in chapter 10. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ?. Now the blood is placed before the body, and that has to be observed too, because the Spirit has put it before the body, The cup of blessing which we bless. That is at the Lords supper. 

    ECLIs that because it may have to do with the relations we have with one another, how the spirit of forgiveness is connected with the covenant. 2 Corinthians 2 has to do with forgiveness. 

    JTYes, of course, but the idea of forgiveness in the covenant, in the true sense of the word, is more what Christ does. He forgives us. 

    ECLI was wondering whether, as brought in here first, it would have to do with the way in which we appreciate it, and hence how we look upon one another. 

    JTYes, only I think we might as well make a difference between that and what Christ does in the sense of forgiveness. The full thought is that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be preached among all the nations. Well, that is a full thought; that is not the question of our forgiveness of one another, it is a question of what Christ forgives. 

    PHHWould it be right to say that it is the cup as used at the Supper, but not exactly in the Supper setting. Is it in the setting more of fellowship? 

    JTQuite so, but still it is the cup. We only have one cup in the celebration of the Lords supper. The unity in the bread should also be seen in the cup. It is one loaf and one cup. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to the force of the word, Which we bless, not which we drink there, but which we bless. Is it on the occasion of the Supper that we bless it? 

    JTThat is just what I was trying to say, I think it is what is seen in the Lords supper. 

    PHHThe word bless means that you speak well of it. 

    JTJust so. That is the idea of blessing, speaking well of it. 

    PHHSo has the drinking an internal effect, and then the speaking relates to what comes out of us, the external side? 

    JTQuite so. At the Lords supper the bread represents His own body, and that is the main thing. But then the cup is wine, of course, we might say, but it is the cup that is stressed, as conveying the idea of oneness. 

    NKMWould you say a word about verse 29 of chapter 11, For the eater and drinker eats and drinks judgment to himself, not distinguishing the body. Do we understand that you include all the saints in that reference to the body, or does the body allude to the Lords own body? 

    JTThat is the Lords own body, I am sure. But then it says earlier, This is my body, which is for you. That is also the Lords body. 

    QuesCould we have a further word as to the remark on verse 25 of chapter 11, as to This cup is the new covenant as referring to the peculiar place the Holy Spirit may have at that time in the Supper? 

    RemWe were speaking of the link between the Spirit and the cup, and I think I remarked, Would not the Spirit have a peculiar place in our minds at that time, as bringing in the glory system with all its liberating power. 

    JTWell, it is a question of seeing how the Old Testament is brought in in a favourable time to the New, and the Lord Himself brings in the covenant in relation to the Lords supper. Therefore the chapter in 1 Corinthians that we have read becomes very precious as to the heart. Really the section begins with verse 17, but I was thinking of the heart. It says I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it, and said, This is my body, which is for you  I take that to be the Lords own body  this do in remembrance of me. That is the memorial, In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying  the word supped there means a meal, a full meal  saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until He come. So that whosoever shall eat the bread, or drink the cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty in respect of the body and of the blood of the Lord. So that it is the Lords own personal body. 

    AJGWould you say what was in your mind in having Jeremiah read? 

    JTWell, to show that the Lord Himself referred to it. That the Lord Himself should introduce this remarkable passage is very striking, and I think it points to the wonderfulness of the dispensation in which we are. We can hardly refer to anything fuller than that. What a time we are in, and what enjoyment we should have, this very moment, in the Lords supper, and what flows from it. 

    QuesSo that joy and love are combined in relation to the cup of the new covenant? 

    JTJust so, and the order of things too. God takes occasion, so to speak, to stress the idea of order, for He is the God of order. 

    ABWould the writing on the heart have in mind permanent impressions on the saints? 

    JTThat is what I was thinking, the heart being the centre of affections. 

    RWSWhat is the point of after having supped ...  for ourselves? 

    JTSupped, according to the foot note, means a full meal, and that is what the Corinthians were doing; they were eating a meal, which was very wrong; it was disorderly. They should not have done so; they should have done what we are doing now, and rightly doing, and that is just taking a very small part of the bread, and drinking a very small part of the cup. It is not the idea of a meal at all. Meals belong to our houses. The Corinthians were having a meal, and, in fact, it would seem that they were really getting drunk; they were getting under the influence of liquor. It would seem so. 

    WSSIs it necessary to keep in mind in what we are considering, that the new covenant was made with Israel and not with the assembly, except that the assembly comes into the spirit of it now? 

    JTJust so. We have it, thank God, and the devil is not taking it away from us. We think of what has taken place during the last 130 years, and the devil has sought to break it up, but God is helping us to hold to the truth of the Lords supper, and all that enters into it. I believe we have been helped greatly in the last forty or fifty years as to the details of the Lords supper. 

    FCHYou used the word salvaged some years ago in regard of the truth in the Old Testament, how that the assembly is the depository of what is salvaged from the Old as well as having the light of all that is coming in. 

    JTYes. Salvaged is hardly good enough. If I used it then, well, I would not use it now, because the question of the Spirit is the point. The Spirit holds things together, so we have the whole idea, and I do not think the word remnant is suitable, it is not really great enough. The whole idea of the Lords supper has been revived and God is helping us to keep it. 

    QuesI notice that at the Supper the expression the cup of the Lord is seldom or never used. Brethren often speak of the cup of the new covenant, which actually is not a scriptural expression, but why is it that the cup of the Lord is not used? 

    JTI think it should be, because it is the Lords supper, and the cup of the Lord too, The Lords supper and the cup of the Lord are both right scriptural terms. Do you use it here, in this meeting? 

    RemNo. The expression the cup of the new covenant is often used, but I do not find it anywhere. We get the cup of blessing, and the Lords cup, and the cup of the Lord, but not actually the cup of the new covenant. 

    JTWell, I expect if you lead in that, you will be helped, and the brethren will follow you. 

    AJGDoes not the apostle stress the lordship, of Christ in relation to the cup where things were being allowed that were a denial of His authority? 

    JTJust so, I think the lordship of Christ is bound up with that expression. 

    HAHDoes the mind come in in relation to the new covenant? Here in Jeremiah it is inward parts. In Hebrews it is mind and heart and heart and mind. Would the mind link with the calling of the Lord to mind at the Supper? 

    JTJust so. The mind is used earlier in the book. It says in 1 Corinthians 2, We have the mind of Christ. The mind, therefore, should be greatly stressed as to the Lords supper. It is largely a question of the mind, although, as we have also mentioned today, the heart is the centre of affections. We have just mentioned that, but the mind is very important; I can see that clearly. 

    QuesWhen Jeremiah 31 is quoted in Hebrews 8 it says, because all shall know me in themselves. Does the added thought  in themselves  include the inward consciousness of the mind and heart? 

    JTJust so, and it would show the working of the Spirit in us. The Spirit of God is in us, and the temple of the Holy Spirit is the body of the believer, so that in themselves would mean that. How closely the thing comes to us personally! 
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    Jeremiah 35

    JTIt occurred to me that this chapter would help us in further considering the subject before us, as showing how a fathers wish was adhered to and carried out. We have been engaged with family relationships and were dwelling on certain passages in the book of Genesis. We saw how the parental instincts developed in certain dwelling places in Abraham, and how he, being the typical father in Scripture, dwelt with Isaac and Jacob. We noted the dwelling places with that in view. They were the heirs with him of the same promise, so that the family instincts and affections would be rightly developed. We saw that he is said to have dwelt in the land of Canaan, then by the oaks of Mamre, and last at Beersheba, and how the light as to Rebecca came to him there, and that he acted on it in sending his servant to seek out Rebecca; so that the family was to be continued, and the links were to be equal  she was to be of Isaacs kin. Then we saw certain disarrangements having come in through Isaac and Jacob, the relationships were adjusted under Joseph, and I thought this chapter would furnish a further link in the chain of Scripture, as showing how a family rightly regulated and adjusted regard the will of the father. 

    GWH-nBefore going on to that I wish you would go over the three dwelling places  Bethel, Mamre and Beersheba. He dwelt at each of those places, did he not? 

    JTIt says in a general way he dwelt in the land of Canaan, in chapter 13 of Genesis. I think we enlarged on that as indicative of the purpose of God being in view in his dwelling places. Did you have something further? 

    GWH-nI only wanted you to say whether Mamre is an advance on Bethel. 

    JTI think it is, in that it speaks of stability, (oaks) and Beersheba is in the light of the death and resurrection of Christ, and of the oath; Genesis 22. God having no greater to swear by swore by Himself, so the soul is established in the faithfulness of God. You rest in that. Perhaps you had something else in your mind. 

    GWH-nNo, I only wanted to be a little clearer on the difference in the positions at Bethel, Mamre and Beersheba. With regard to the last point, is it not very necessary for us to apprehend the faithfulness of God so that our souls may be established? 

    JTI think so. The family relationships are developed in these connections. We were noting that Abraham, on the one hand, suggests Gods own affections in the fact that he loved Isaac, gave him up, and received him back from the dead. Then we noted also that he represents the believer in the progress of his soul. Then the sons of Jacob, being adjusted in regard to Jacob and in regard to one another, I thought the sons of the Rechabites might furnish another link as showing how adherence to a fathers command is a mark of family affections. I think their position is very much akin to our own. Their father had died. The Lords relation to us is very like that of Jonadabs relation to his family. 

    WCRYou mean that where there is a brotherly spirit adjustment comes in and the natural consequence is that those who have been thus affected do the will of God and keep His commandments? 

    JTYes, quite. The Lord said, He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, John 14:21. In the institution of the Lords supper there is a certain allusion to the family. It is a family institution. The parental thought enters into it. The Lord, in partaking of the passover, was in the position of head of a house, as Jonadab was head of a house. The passover was celebrated in families, all in relation to the centre in Jerusalem. To-day the family thought, natural family links are stronger among the Jews, I think, than among any other people, and the family principle was augmented by the passover. There was to be a lamb for a house. The family thought descended to the most insignificant man in the nation, but then all the families revert back to one great family, because all must emanate from, and all revert to, God. However, many thousands or millions of families there may be, the family principle is worked out in each, but then it reverts back to the great divine Progenitor. It must necessarily, and so the feast of the passover brought the family feature into evidence. They repaired to Jerusalem in families, and, as there, they had the passover, each family having it apart. The links would be strengthened in each family, but then they would broaden out. They all come from one parent stock. As the Jews said to the Lord, We are Abrahams seed. The Lord admitted that Abraham was their father, according to the flesh. 

    I know that ye are Abrahams seed, but he was not their father spiritually, for they did not the works of Abraham. He makes very plain who their father was in that sense. But then He says, Before Abraham was, I am. See John 8:58. That is, He went back further than Abraham, so that the family root goes back of Abraham. 

    RSSHow would you apply that to the Lords supper? 

    JTThe Lords supper was instituted on the passover night. They partook of the passover as a family matter. He instituted His Supper under those circumstances, and it was to supersede all that went on in Jerusalem at that time in the many houses in which the passover was celebrated. The Lord was the House-father on that occasion, and the word, or commandment, as we may speak of it, was to be the bond, and indeed the test, of the saints during His absence. 

    RSSDo you, for that reason, think that the gatherings of the Lords people now are more in the character of a family than a large congregation? The Lord made them sit down by fifties, etc., having some reference to the gatherings of the Lords people to commemorate the Supper. 

    JTYes, I think the small gatherings afford occasion for the development of family feelings and affections more than the large ones do, but then the small ones have the one great family in view. We must revert to that. There is one great family now  the children of God. That we should be called, it says, the children of God, 1 John 3:1. So that the local companies afford the occasion for the development of family feelings and affections; but we ever bear in mind that now there is one great family. 

    GWH-nThe great point here in these sons is obedience, is it not? 

    JTThat is it. 

    GWH-nWhat begets obedience? 

    JTLove does. 

    GWH-nWhile you were quoting John 14, I was thinking of verse 23, If a man love me he will keep my word, John 14:23. Love begets obedience. 

    JTYes, there is the keeping of the commandments in verse 20, and in verse 23 the keeping of the word. In both cases it is love. There is a striking parallel between John 14 and this chapter. 

    GATDoes partaking of the Supper denote that I have affection for Him, and that I also want to keep His word? 

    JTYes, the commandment refers to His will and the word refers to His mind. The commandment must necessarily come first. Unless the will of the Lord prevails we do not get His word. The word comes out in ministry. The commandments are specific; they are the test, but, If a man love me, he will keep my words, (John 14:23) He says. 

    GWH-nIt says the virtuous woman of Proverbs does her husband good and not evil all the days of her life. Her service springs from affection. 

    JTI think we might get help if we were to see that fatherly instincts and affections necessarily emanate from God. He is the source of all; I think the Lord meant that when He said, Before Abraham was, I am, John 8:58. He was before Abraham, hence all that comes out in Abraham, in this respect, is a reflection of what is in the heart of God. God took him up for that. His name signifies father, which means that God intended to set out what was in His own heart and bring it near to us. Abraham is said to be father of us all, and we ought to consider him in this light. The Lord was before Abraham; what came out in Abraham was from Him, and so He says, I am the root and offspring of David, Revelation 22:16. He was the Root. To appreciate the royal line you must go back to the Root of it. The two features come out in Matthew: Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham, Matthew 1:1. Although He comes in through them, He was before them. 

    GWH-nSo that when Abraham took the three days journey with Isaac, he was only setting forth what was in the heart of God. 

    JTThat is it. 

    RSSDo we not find that the thought of relationship originates not only with, but in God? I mean the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. So God is the source of all, of what we are now speaking about, and that which also goes with relationship  affections. 

    JTIt is Before the foundation of the world, (John 17:24) but God graciously takes account of our capacities. The Lord connects eternal things with time, or an event by saying, Before the foundation of the world, John 17:24. That is the way the Spirit of God refers to eternity. Our minds are capable of taking that in to some extent, at all events, but it was there then before the foundation of the world. The Lord refers to it, that the Father loved Him then, and also to the glory that He had with Him then. So we can look back to the circumstances of Genesis and see that they must be but the reflection of what was in Gods heart. God was working it out in a man, so He says, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy fathers house, Genesis 12:1. There must be complete severance from the natural before God can develop spiritual relations and affections. 

    Stephen says, After his father died Abraham removed into Canaan. It was after his father died that all this came out. 

    RSAThat throws great light on the necessity of Abraham having to leave his kindred and fathers house. 

    JTQuite so. He must be apart altogether from the natural, he was to dwell in the land of Canaan. 

    RSSReally in all this it was Gods desire to reveal Himself and what was true of Him. 

    JTThat is it, and the affections seen in Abraham are but the reflection of what is in the heart of God. 

    RSSReferring again to John 14:23, If a man love me he will keep my word. Word carries with it not only the will of God, but the, revelation connected with it. 

    JTThere are the commandments and the word, and then the words; John 14:21 - 24. Words express details, you might say. 

    RSSQuite so. 

    GWH-nIn connection with what you have been saying about Abraham reflecting the thoughts of God, how affecting it is to think of the Lord saying, Lo, I come; in the volume of the book it is written of me; I delight to do thy will, O my God, Psalm 40:7,8. How, if one may speak reverently, He awaited the opportunity to act for His God. In His life it was the joy of His heart to unfold what was in the heart of God and to bring to pass His will. 

    JTJohns gospel, in one feature of it, develops that for us, that He did the Fathers will always. He was the sent One. 

    GATAll these men that God placed on the earth in testimony before the Lord came were but a reflection of what was in the heart of God, but when Christ came He brought the fulness of it. 

    JTYes, all that was in Gods heart had now taken form. He said, He that has seen me has seen the Father, John 14:9. The Son having become Man, you have here on earth One in whom all these features are seen, so when the Lord said, Before Abraham was, I am, John 8:58. He implied that He was the source of all that came out in Abraham, but then He would give expression to all its fulness, and I have no doubt when He instituted His Supper the parental idea was there in its perfection. Those who sat about Him would know what the heart of a Parent was. It all came out in Him. 

    RLCA peculiar test is submitted to these Rechabites by Jeremiah. 

    JTIt is a very strong test because they are brought into the house of the Lord. 

    RLGIt emphasises the parental thought very beautifully; they respect their father. 

    JTI think the institution of the Lords supper is strongly related to this. The parental thought was there. The Lord was the House-father. They say to Him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?, Matthew 26:17. It would be His house, as it were, for the moment. Jonadabs command to his house is parallel to the Lords request in instituting His Supper. 

    RLGWould it have been very becoming for them to have drunk wine in the house of the Lord? 

    JTIt was a strong test, through the prophet. 

    RSSWould there not be rather this difference between what we have in the command of Jonadab, and what the Lord says in connection with the observance of the Supper; it was a command in one case, but it is not exactly a command in the other? 

    JTIt is not, but His will enters into it. This do for a remembrance of me, Luke 22:19. Love would not ask anything stronger than that in the way of a command. 

    RSSI suppose, in a way, it shows the difference between Judaism and Christianity. Judaism was connected with demand, whereas in Christianity it is not exactly commandments we get so much as principles, precepts, and expressions of the Lords mind, to which affection would delight to adhere. 

    JTI think 1 and 2 Corinthians taken together form a commandment, especially the first one. In fact, he says so. If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment, 1 Corinthians 14:37. I think it is strictly commandment, not commandments, but commandment of the Lord. The first letter has a sort of imperative bearing on it. The second one is restorative. I have been thinking a little of the expression, the second time. It was on the occasion of the second visit of his brethren to Egypt that Joseph made himself known to them; the second letter to the Corinthians is like that. 

    That ye may have a second benefit, 2 Corinthians 1:15, he says. 

    WGRThe first one is more regulation, preparing them for the second. 

    JTYes, quite so. The second brings in what is more positive  the heart of God and of Christ. 

    W.G.R. The covenant? 

    JTExactly. God is made known to them there. 

    GATThey were to prove their love to their brother. 

    JTThat was it. Assure him of your love, 2 Corinthians 2:8. The brotherly spirit was to be there. The evidences of it were there, in that they had judged themselves, but they were to confirm their love to their erring brother; 2 Corinthians 2: 8. 

    OJOWould you say the parental thought was in evidence when the Lord says to Mary, Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father; and to my God, and your God, John 20:17. 

    JTWell, it brings the Father in, but I think as the Lord instituted His Supper the parental idea was there in Him. The Fathers affections were there, they were brought near to the disciples, and our position now is seen in theirs. In the Rechabites there was sacrificing love. Is our love such in kind and quantity that it will keep the commandment under all circumstances? In the severest test can we hold to the commandment? 

    JSIt has been said if we keep His word the world has no use for us, and if we keep His commandment we have no use for the world. 

    JTThat is so, I am sure. 

    WGRWould the commandment of Jonadab to his family not have significance with us now? He commanded them, not to drink any wine, all their days, they nor their sons for ever, not to build houses to dwell in, and not to sow seed nor plant vineyards. Are those things not suggestive to us? 

    JTVery. He made a heavenly family out of them, so to say. They were to have no earthly joy, not to build houses, and not to have vineyards and fields. In other words, to be pilgrims and strangers on the earth. 

    GATThe Levitical idea? 

    JTVery much the position of the Levites in the book of Joshua. And the Lord says here, Jonadab, the son of Rechab, shall not want a man to stand before me for ever. That is the heavenly family typically. 

    W.C.R. The Nazarite? 

    JTWell, it amounted to that. Whatever it was that led Jonadab to give this commandment, it is quite clear that the Holy Spirit ordered it that there should be such a family in Israel as this. They were a nomadic family. They moved about without houses, dwelling in tents. Their position was therefore a testimony to a heavenly family in the midst of apostate Israel. There is no doubt that Jonadab had some reason for it, as verse 7 shows, and the Lord so ordered that He should give this commandment, in view of testimony, and took account of it in the days of Jeremiah. 

    GATYou do not object to one owning a house, do you? 

    JTThe thing is to get the spiritual thought, to see what Gods mind is. 

    WGBIt is the spirit of the thing. 

    GATIf I own a house it is to be no more to me than a tent. I am to be ready to leave it at any moment. 

    JTYou must live in a house, but the idea is that the development of family relationships, affections and instincts are in relation to what is heavenly. The book of Genesis brings that out. Abraham dwelt 

    in the land of Canaan. That is the first great feature. Now why should Jonadab have given this commandment? It is very striking. What may have been in his mind is one thing, but God so ordered it that a man in the midst of Israel (Jonadab was contemporary with Jehu) should desire that his children should not drink wine, neither build houses, nor plant vineyards. What can we see in it, but that God had it as a testimony. It is also put down as a testimony for us that the family of God is to continue here in heavenly characteristics. There is the testimony that we have no dwelling place. Here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come, Hebrews 13:14. 

    WGRThe great witness had broken down, I suppose. Israel was to have been a witness, as those who kept the commandments of God; and now in their midst He has this family, and points to them, to showing how faithful they had been to their fathers commandment. 

    JTYou see how valuable they were as a testimony at this juncture. They were there, and God could bring them forward to show that, at any rate, one family in Israel was marked by obedience to a father. 

    WGRTo obey is better than sacrifice, 1 Samuel 15:22. 

    GATAre you applying this to show that if there was one family of whom this was true, it ought also to be true of us in connection with the Lords supper? Every true Christian ought to respond to His request to partake of the Supper. 

    JTGod had in the Rechabites a remarkable testimony at the end of those days; Jerusalem was about to be destroyed, but God had in them a good witness in regard to what He was about to do. What an advantage it is now, since God is about to come in in judgment on Christendom. He has the sons of the Rechabites, as you might say: those who have returned to the desires of the Lord and adhere to them. God has them. He can call upon them and bring them forward, so to speak, as a witness to obedience. 

    WCRIt was a supreme test to which they were put, as brought into the house of God and wine is set before them. You would think they would drink it because of the conditions and surroundings. 

    GWH-nWhere family relationship is lacking there is the tendency to bad conduct, as in the case of the Galatians. 

    JTYes, the enjoyment of family relationship was lacking. 

    JSI suppose obedience to the father in the Rechabites showed that they had affection and reverence for him. Apart from obedience there is no affection. 

    JTThat is right. They had continued all those years without any attention, apparently, having been paid to them. Now at the end they are there, you see, and God takes account of them, bringing them forward as a witness. He was going to destroy Jerusalem, but He has in them a witness. There is one family at any rate that knows what it is to be obedient to its father. So analogously, at the end of these days God would call attention to some who have regard for the Lords wishes, because they love Him. 

    WCRHe says to Philadelphia, Thou hast kept the word of my patience, Revelation 3:10. 

    JTExactly. Then He says, I also will keep thee. 

    WB-tYour thought is that there are Rechabites upon the earth today: there is that which corresponds to that family? 

    JTYes. 

    WB-tWill you please develop it a little? 

    JTIt refers to the recovery of the truth of the Lords supper. We have often dwelt on Acts 20 in that respect, but there is one thing that perhaps may not have been noticed. That is, the apostle at the outset discourses, and after the recovery of Eutychus he talked or conversed. Instead of a discourse, they converse. In verse 7 it says, He discoursed to them. Then in verse 11: Having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken (or conversed, as the foot-note reads) until daybreak, so he went away, Acts 20:11. That is, having broken the bread and eaten, there was a conversation in which, of course, Paul led. The recovery of the truth of the Lords supper has brought about mutual relations among the saints. There is room for gift, but not only that, we have the mutual side, also the state suggested by conversation between the brethren. As we see in the Rechabites, there is a family marked by adherence to the Lords wishes; but then there is amongst the saints that which sustains them; we are kept in the way of spiritual conversation. It says in Malachi 3, They that feared the Lord spake often one to another, Malachi 3:16. The mutual relations that have ensued recovery maintain us in family relationships; we are near one another, and have common interests. 

    GATIt was a wonderful conversation the Lord had with Cleopas and his companion in Luke 24, at the end of which they were restored. 

    JTYes. 

    WB-tYour thought is that the young man being asleep and falling down from the third loft corresponds to a period in the history of the Rechabites when they were unknown? 

    JTThe family was there from Jonadabs time undoubtedly. They retained their nomadic character, but Nebuchadnezzars army coming into the land they were forced into the city, and God says as it were, Here is a witness in the very midst of the city to obedience of children to a father. He says in Malachi: A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour?(Malachi 1:6) He was a Father to Israel, and the presence of the Rechabites in Jerusalem at this juncture afforded Him a witness to what Israel should have been to Him. How great a thing, therefore, it is to be in obedience! Such are a witness to what the church should be to God and to Christ, and I think, as has been remarked, Philadelphia is just that. The Lord says, Behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee, Revelation 3:9. What a thing that is! A witness in the midst of corruption to what the assembly should have been is thus honoured. 

    GATNo doubt the Spirit of God has wrought in the hearts of a few today, and these are a sample of what the whole church should be. They seek to maintain the true principles of the assembly. 

    JTThat is it. 

    GWH-nA Philadelphian holds and cherishes every divine thought of the assembly. 

    JTYes. The overcomer there is made a pillar in the temple of God. 

    RSSWhat you have drawn our attention to is of the utmost importance; we find such as you are speaking of, who are endeavouring to walk in the truth according to their measure. They have some devotion, know what to do, and how to occupy themselves. This in contrast with, not only the world, but Christians generally. You will find that these, unless they are really devoted, do not know what to do with themselves, even on the Lords day; whereas, having the Lords mind and having guidance, we are not at a loss. We have purpose in connection with our lives. I have thought of that a great deal, and really pity people in that they are at a loss to know what to do with themselves. 

    JTTo know what one is about, as you say, is a matter of great importance. The time is then rightly occupied. Speaking for oneself, I do not know of anything more scarce than time. When you think of the vastness of the things of God, the thought that you have scarcely touched them is forced upon you; and yet you have to admit that there are many who do not occupy themselves rightly. 

    GWH-nYou lay great stress on the Supper: do you think family relationships could be known where the Supper is lost? 

    JTI think the Lords supper develops them. In the Lord personally we have the thought of father presented to us. He was for the moment Head of the family, the disciples would understand that, and would regard Him in that light. James and John were there, they were not in the house of their own father. It was the Lords sphere in which they were, so the institution of the Supper would carry with it the family thought. 

    GATIt has often been remarked that we are a testimony to the ruin. I have never been clear as to that remark. I feel in connection with what we are reading we ought to be a testimony to what can never be ruined. 

    JTThe Rechabites, you see, witnessed to one thing  to their affection for a father. That is the one point, and it seems to me it is what the Lord values now. 

    RLCThey dwelt in tents until Nebuchadnezzar came up against Jerusalem; then for fear they went into Jerusalem. It is very beautiful that they were so obedient to their fathers instructions. 

    JTThey are a ready witness for God to what Israel ought to have been at that time. Well, how great a thing for us that a few brethren in a locality may be a present witness for God of what the church ought to be. It dignifies the position they occupy, and the thought should greatly encourage devotedness and discourage disobedience and worldliness. 

    RSSYou drew attention to Acts 20 and the difference between discoursing and conversing. Now this was in connection with the observance of the Supper, was it not? You would not exactly converse at the Supper, would you? 

    JTI think we do afterwards. Our history, as in the assembly period, is composed of weeks. 

    RSSYou are not confining it to the time we are convened? 

    JTNo, we must include all that follows during the week. We are set in family relationships. I do not know of anything that needs emphasis more than that, that we are set in family relationships. Families converse together. It is well known all over the world that what marks a family at the table is happy; free converse. That is what should mark us. 

    RSSWhat you say now makes it perfectly clear to me. I thought it was a question of when we are convened. Perhaps it was the case in Acts 20. 

    JTIt was no doubt, but all our meetings through the week are a continuation of the assembly meeting of the Lords day. 

    RSSQuite so  such a meeting as this, for instance. 

    WCRYou were saying the Supper brings in adjustment and the brotherly spirit. 

    JTIt does, and I think the fatherly spirit, too. I am not now speaking of our relationship to the Father, as in John 20, but rather of that care which the Lord manifested towards His disciples. He is the everlasting Father, Isaiah 9:6. All that Abraham was in this respect is presented fully to the saints in Christ; it comes out where the family celebration is; so that our relations with one another through the week take character from that and are on mutual lines. 

    WB-tWill you say a little about verse 9: Nor to build houses for us to dwell in; neither have we vineyard, nor field, or seed, but we have dwelt in tents. 

    JTThe rest of verse 10 should be added: And have obeyed and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 

    WB-tI had in mind more particularly that they had no vineyard, nor field, nor seed. They did not seem to cultivate land. 

    JTThey were a witness to what is heavenly. 

    WHFThe Rechabites were marked by faithfulness in that condition of things; at the present time faithful men, going down to the end, who shall be able to teach others also, would correspond. It would indicate an overcomer in Philadelphia. Philadelphia today is not in evidence like Thyatira or Sardis, etc., it is hidden. I suppose there is a time coming when the Lord will make manifest Philadelphias faithfulness. 

    JTJust so, and I think He does it now. The Lord has His own way of showing His approval. 

    GATDo you think Philadelphia can be located; is it hidden now to the spiritual? 

    JTI do not think it is. The Lord says, He that hath, to him shall be given. The Lord, it seems to me, is indicating those that have by giving them more. And he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath, Mark 4:25. I do not know that I am exactly right, but I think what is spoken of as evangelical Christendom is being withered up. Those responsible had much that they borrowed, and the Lord wrought through them, but that which they had is being taken away. There is very little now outside of those that have. 

    GATDid you say what-they had was borrowed? 

    JTVery largely. The Lord says, Whosoever has to him shall be given, Mark 4:25. The Rechabites represent those that keep the commandment of the Lord; to such He manifests Himself, which involves that they receive light and blessing. They have. The apostle says, That good thing which was committed unto thee, keep by the Holy Spirit, 2 Timothy 1:14. I do not think anyone has anything that he has not got by the Holy Spirit. It is by Him you have divine things. 

    The five wise virgins had something  the oil. The recognition of the Holy Spirit implies that the saints have something, and the Lord gives to those. 

    WB-tThe recognition by God of the obedience and faithfulness of the Rechabites is very comforting. He is going to perpetuate that family. 

    JTHe is not going to want a man to stand before the Lord. That is the great thing  to stand before the Lord. 

    WB-tHow do you understand that? 

    JTTheir correspondence with Philadelphia is striking. The Philadelphian overcomers have a peculiar place in that way. Their rewards are in connection with what is precious to Christ: The temple of my God, ... the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God, and my new name, Revelation 3:12. 

    RSSI was wondering why Jonadab is brought to light. Jehu had bidden him come up into his chariot in order that he might see his zeal for the Lord. Is there any connection between that and what we have before us? 

    JTI think he was a fellowship-man. 

    QuesThe question is asked, Is thy heart right?(2 Kings 10:15) What is there in that? 

    JTThat is just the point. Jehu says, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? And Jonadab said, It is. That is the basis of fellowship. 

    And he gave him his hand, and he took him up to him into the chariot, 2 Kings 10:15. That is, he is in complete identification with a man God is using. 

    GATWhat do you mean by a fellowship-man? 

    JTWell, one that has committed himself to what is of God in connection with others. In giving Jonadab his hand and taking him into his chariot, Jehu, as it were, recognised him as in fellowship. 

    GATBoth walking together. 

    JTYes, they are on the same errand now. Their hearts are right. Fellowship is a heart matter. It is not simply that I am breaking bread. It is a question of my heart. If anyone wishes to break bread, the question is, is his heart right? The Lords heart is right. The Lords supper is the disclosure of what is there. He says, This is what my heart is  what about yours? 

    GATThat solves a number of questions as to people who wish to break bread; are their hearts right? 

    JTIt is a question of the state of heart, and, as one has often remarked, in breaking bread, there should be a link established, that of affection with the brethren. You come and are one of them. The loops and clasps of the tabernacle suggest that. 

    RemThe Psalmist says, I will run the way of thy commandments when thou shalt enlarge my heart, Psalm 119: 32. 

    JTJust so. Jonadab being the progenitor of these men, and being a fellowship-man, it is all the more noteworthy. It is the more striking because the Holy Spirit puts these things together for us. 

    HWDPauls instructions to Timothy were to the end that he should take account of those that called on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

    JTYes, to Follow righteousness, ... with them (2 Timothy 2:22) 
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    Jeremiah 36

     18. This is a prophecy of Scripture  the spoken and the written  the same thing. The Epistles were the same  the I, Tertius, represents Baruch. The form of inspiration was, however, different, and blessedly so. Not less inspiration, but more in the intelligence. We have the mind of Christ. The Holy Ghost, dwelling in the Church, enters into all its circumstances. The prophets studied their own prophecies. The New Testament is We speak that we do know. 

     28. Gods judgments are not set aside by burning rolls of parchment. 
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    Jeremiah 46

     25. Amon of No (see margin). Is there any case of pakad (visit) with min (from) having the sense of cutting off? It is curious having el (to) with Amon, and al (upon) with Pharaoh. I am aware el is not usually placed with the name of a god. The Septuagint (i.e., Origens text) seems to have read bnah (her son) and to have left out el. Perhaps el has its force of towards, as far as, i.e., Gods visitation of Egypt would reach as far as to cut off Ammon from Thebes; see Nahum 3:8, for minno Amon (than No Amon). 
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    Jeremiah 50

     40. Elohim  used as to Sodom, and nowhere else. 

  
    THE WAY TO THE CITY (JT 60)

    Ecclesiastes 10:15; Jeremiah 50:4,5; Deuteronomy 19:2 - 7

    The verse in Ecclesiastes is the basis of what is to be said, applying as it does to many at the present time. It says, they know not how to go to the city, (Ecclesiastes 10:15) and their labour wearieth them. The idea of the city is well known in Scripture and is applicable to what is in mind now, because it denotes what is systematic and orderly, and what is available to men; available in the sense of protection suitable and usable for human needs and services. Hence the application of it to the assembly. 

    The assembly is the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, (Hebrews 12:22) and all other cities according to what there is for God in them must be regarded in the light of it, for it says indeed, Jerusalem above…is our mother, Galatians 4:26. She is the great metropolis in a moral way of all, and so we can understand how the Spirit of God says, Ye have come…to the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem; (Hebrews 12:22) a very great fact, and one that should be searched out by each of us, so that we may know how to get to it and how to have part in it, have a share in it, and how to thus be systematic, spiritually at least. She is called, as I said, the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, (Hebrews 12:22) so that her identity is very noticeable, and the wonderful fact is to be added that she comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God, (Revelation 21:11) and that she comes down both as the new Jerusalem, and as the city of the living God. 

    In Revelation 21:2 and 3 there is very little said as to the heavenly city, but in the second part, that is to say, from verse 9, that part which refers to the millennium, we have much about administration, more indeed than we have anywhere else, and so it is helpful and in accord with the moment to consider this, not that it was in mind primarily. We see there what is now imminent, that is, the introduction of the millennial world, that in which we shall all have part; what is called the world to come. It has not come yet, save in the sense in which it is understood in the assembly; we have come to it there, but if we have not, then the question is whether we have found the way to it, or whether we are wearying ourselves, and failing to enter. The Spirit of God says Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city; Revelation 22:14. Those of us who understand can say, We have come to the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, Hebrews 12:22. Many do not understand that, and they do not find their way into the city, and the Spirit of God tells us, in the passage I have read, The labour of fools wearieth them, because they know not how to go to the city, Ecclesiastes 10:15. Others know! We have our Bible readings, ministry meetings, and addresses, and our private readings, morning readings, studies, meditations, all to the end that we should know how to go into the city, and to have part in it. It is the divine thought that every one of us should have part in it. In the second part of Revelation 21, there are many references to the number twelve, in which is wrapped up the administration of love, and hence skill in administration, because wisdom is the handmaid of love, and wisdom implies skill, so that no one need weary himself fruitlessly in endeavouring to get to the city; the way is manifest. 

    Now Jeremiah 50 in this sense is an awakening. In those days, and at that time, saith Jehovah, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and weeping as they go, and shall seek Jehovah their God. They shall inquire concerning Zion, with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to Jehovah in an everlasting covenant that shall not be forgotten; Jeremiah 50:4. Now at such moments as these we usually say we want to speak to the young. I am not always moved in that direction. The middle-aged are more in mind, as far as I am concerned, usually; the sheep, those that have arrived at the sheep stage, not the lambs, but the sheep. They are the ones that need shepherding. The youth need feeding. As a rule they go where the food is, and so the Lord says to Peter, Feed my lambs; Feed my sheep, too, He said, but Shepherd my sheep, John 21:15-17. There is great need of shepherding; there is plenty of food, I might say, in one sense, thank God, but very little shepherding; hence the value of the remarkable gift spoken of in Ephesians 4; shepherds and teachers. That is, one person having both gifts; that is to say, able to shepherd and able to feed. It is most exhilarating to look into the faces of as many as are here today. Heaven looks into our faces, and is looking into our faces now. We must not think that heaven is any less active than we are, because what is in us, normally, in those who minister, reflects what is in heaven. And so the looking into the faces, old and young, is most exhilarating to the minister, but it is really in a sense more so to heaven itself. What is going on in heaven, is one of the greatest inquiries one can make. What is going on in heaven now? What will go on we may work out from prophecy, but for what is going on now we may look into ministry and see how heaven is reflected, and how heaven regards the saints of all ages, in all the variety of ages that are amongst us. 

    In speaking of those of the middle-aged I have in mind that they are the ones that normally carry responsibility and are able to; they have energy, as we may say; that is, the forties or fifties or sixties. These are the ages that need attention, and heaven is attentive to them. Things rest on them, although the hope ultimately will be in the youth, for One generation passeth away and another generation cometh, Ecclesiastes 1:4. Thank God for that other. Will you take account of it, and see what will develop in it, because the youth have to be watched over? Well now, this matter that I am speaking of is of vast importance to them, old and young and middle-aged. I do not speak of the very old, because one would assume that they are all fixed, as it were, as John the apostle says, I write to you, fathers, 1 John 2:13. He has nothing more to say than that they have known him that is from the beginning, (1 John 2:13) so that these very old brethren, including myself, may be left, as it were; not that one would assume that one is perfect, far otherwise. The apostle says he laboured to present every man perfect in Christ, Colossians 1:28; every man, old and young, because God has no less a thought before Him than that. Then let us make up our mind, dear brethren, for this, that God has His mind about this, and that mind is to be perfect to present every man perfect in Christ, Colossians 1:28. 

    Well now, the matter that I have mentioned is of prime importance to all, that we should be sure about the city, and not be wearying ourselves; ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth, 2 Timothy 3:7. There should be the knowledge of the truth amongst us, and if the Spirit of God is amongst us there will be that. We are not to be ever learning and never coming, but ever learning and learning, because there is constant need of learning and enjoyment goes with the learning. It would be a poor thing if christianity had no enjoyment: and hence the apostle says, Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice, Philippians 4:4. I have been thinking of that for one is not to be doleful, but buoyant, and cheerful, and lighting up the countenances of the brethren, if possible, because they need it. We have been through a terrible time. Some of us have not been literally through it, but have been through it in spirit, so that we are all in it, and we all need to be brightened. Whatever there be in the way of buoyancy, it should be available and it should shine in each of us, but it will not shine in a person who is spending his time in seeking to find the city and not finding it. What is said here in Ecclesiastes is that the labour of fools wearieth them, because they know not how to go to the city, Ecclesiastes 10:15. The way is knowable, as I have shown from the last chapter of the Bible, for those that wash their robes have a right to go in, they have a right to enter into the city, and to partake of the tree of life; the precious fruits of the tree of life are available to all celestials, and true christians are heavenly, we all belong to heaven. We are not there yet, but we have come to the thought, we have come to the heavenly city, and as having come to it, it ought to be known by us. The gates ought to be known, and who are the guards, the caretakers, so to speak. Angels are said to be at the gates, on which are written the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 

    Now the way is open to us, but the question is, as to knowing what it is that hinders us; what it is that keeps us out. It is manifest that we are not in if we are wearying ourselves in endeavouring to find the way, and never coming to the knowledge of the truth; (2 Timothy 3:7) attending the meetings, reading the ministry, so to speak, reading the Bible and never arriving at a full, clear knowledge of the truth. These things ought not to be, dear brethren, but they are, not that I am accusing anybody (I hardly know anybody here), only that I do know that in a company such as are here, I am likely to be speaking to someone who is affected, and I would urge you to get to know the way to the city. I would urge as a further thought that the epistles to the Corinthians afford us the way in. The apostle, speaking there of the Holy Spirit who is here to guide us into the truth, and of His activities, says further of the saints, so also is the Christ, 1 Corinthians 12:12. The Christ there is inclusive of the saints, and they afford through the Spirits presence, the means of guidance. The Spirit of God chooses the saints as the means of our arriving at divine things, the means of understanding, the means of checking up our growth and learning, and of being serviceable. Hence it is, that the first epistle to the Corinthians has a great abstract view of love; not a concrete view, because the concrete idea will not be there, when we have not reached it. If we only rely on terms or words, then we have not reached the truth, we have not reached the concrete thing, and the great concrete thing to keep in mind is love. Love never fails, and it will not fail us if we want to get into the city. The great thing is to get there, and we shall enjoy the city when we get there, and we shall have part in its administration. 

    Referring to the verses read in Jeremiah 50, it says, In those days, and at that time, saith Jehovah, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and weeping as they go, and shall seek Jehovah their God. They shall inquire concerning Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to Jehovah in an everlasting covenant that shall not be forgotten, Jeremiah 50:4,5. The passage mentions the word covenant, but I am not going to tell you that this refers to the Lords supper, because it does not. The Old Testament is full of the idea of covenant. It was the childs time, the childrens part, but when the time of full age comes, then we emerge from that and graduate into the higher classes, for this is the time of sonship. Faith having come (Galatians 3:25), the full thought of manhood is come. That means that we understand, we know love, for we are sons, we are no longer children. When I was a child,…I reasoned as a child, but when I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child. 1 Corinthians 13:11. Manhood is seen in those who love. In the first epistle to the Corinthians it is, as it were, the picture on the wall, a beautiful picture, but it is only a picture, it is not a person. Love is not explained in a person in that chapter; it is explained, of course, but it is the abstract idea, the persons are not brought in. If love is present in persons, then we shall see those persons walking and talking and speaking to one another, as it says in that verse we often quote: 

    Nor what is next Thy heart can we forget; 
Thy saints, O Lord, with Thee in glory met. (160:8) 
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    Jeremiah 51

    In Isaiah 13 we have the burden of Babylon, as it appears to me, the whole power of confusion  Babel. Chapter 14: 25, includes the Assyrian, which was long before the rise, you may say, of Babel, in the literal history on which this is founded. Yet it is here identified with it, as the closing point of power  the ceasing of indignation. Hence we learn that it is in its full, real exhibition, and closing character that it is here spoken of. Consequently, all necessary to the antitypical circumstances are brought together. The burden is of Babel all through. Confusion is to be put out and confounded. Hence, first we have the army of kingdoms of nations, with Gods sanctified ones, His gibborim  the Lords host altogether. This is the day of the Lord at hand, and destruction from the Almighty; see the same thing, precisely, in Joel. The effect  the Land is laid desolate  the sun, moon, and stars, put out. The world (te-vel, whole earth) punished for its evil  pride and haughtiness laid low. A man made more precious than fine gold. This implies the destruction of the army itself, also, dreadfully. The heavens shaken, and the earth removed  a known symbol of the final judgment of the latter day, as in the Lords hand. Here we have the full, antitypical character of the whole scene of the latter day, in its generic accomplishment  its accomplishment in the world, in which the host of the Lord is gathered, but gathered into punishment because of their arrogancy, saying my hand, whereas the Lord led them up as the rod of his anger. But the real instruments are not included in this, the gibborim  the sanctified ones  those whose pride is in His exaltation. That passage is complete. 

    Then we have the typical facts of the destruction of Babylon, as holding the Jews in bondage, in which Antichrist shall keep them, for it is their deliverance, rather Jerusalems, from the Babylonians, which is then noted, and against them. For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, also note verse 2, the people (gomim) bring them to their place, who may be scattered, and, what has never been yet accomplished since Babylon, they shall rule over their oppressors. Then, when Jacob has rest, for this is the point of the second part from chapter 13: 17 to chapter 14: 1 (now the terrible day in which Gog is brought into destruction, evidently is past before the rest) the arrogancy of the proud, the man of the earth is set aside. Hence, in celebrating the fall of the king of Babylon, it includes the whole scene of power of man assumed over the world. It is all one great crisis. Lucifer in this is Antichrist, and it will be found, in every particular, to be the counterpart of Christ, in his assumptions in all the characters of His glory. This was that which was the power of Babylon over the Jews. At the same time there is that which never got hold of Jerusalem, though it thought it got hold of it as a nest The Lord broke the Assyrian on his god  the Lords mountains, and the yoke is taken off. The Assyrian is the successor of Antichrist, in being alone in power, but does not take Jerusalem, though he oppressed the Land, which is therefore here spoken of. The fall of Antichrist sets Jerusalem free, and in fact the earth. The Assyrian, Gog, who has been brought up with a hook in his nose, perishes, and the Land is cleared. Thus the whole scene is brought before us, giving, as the subject of the prophets prophecy is Judah and Jerusalem, Babylon and its proper head, Antichrist, but, lest there should be mistake as to the whole scene, the Assyrian is introduced as destroyed under the circumstances which ensued thereon The order has been spoken of and gone into in another place. 

     8  59  62. Note, as to Babylon, this makes it plain, whatever judgment may be as to ulterior facts, that the then testimony as to the then Babylon was a testimony as for ever. Zedekiah and Seraiah, and the testimony to be then read in Babylon, clearly apply to the then existing Babylon, and Babylon was to be desolations for ever. I reject no ulterior instruction here. So chapter 25: 12, where, after giving the nations round about up to Nebuchadnezzar for perpetual desolations, at the end of seventy years He gives up the king, nation and land of the Chaldeans, and makes it a perpetual desolation. The destroying mountain is to be desolate for ever, see chapter 51: 26. These are all that are said. Thus of three, two are certainly ancient Babylon. 

    Then as to from generation to generation (Isaiah 13:20) Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees excellency ... shall not be dwelt in from generation to generation; see chapter 34: 10, 17, as to Idumaea, and chapter 51: 8, as to salvation, and Jeremiah 50:39, as to Babylon. I cannot doubt that Jeremiah 50 and 51 apply to ancient Babylon. Moreover, in the testimony given to Seraiah, it is said, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring upon her. 
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