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    JOEL 1 AND 2 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Joel 1:1-4; Joel 1:9,10; Joel 2:12-14; Joel 2:25 - 32

    CACGreat principles are often developed in Scripture for the instruction of the people of God, and they are to be handed down, Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation, and they are particularly valuable in times of famine. It is pretty much the condition of christendom today; the oblation is cut off. The oblation and the drink-offering are cut off from the house of Jehovah. 

    RemJoel was written at the time of the defection of Manasseh. There are many things today to distress. We see famine on all hands  great lack of what is spiritual. 

    RemThere is to be a line of faithful men carried on. 

    CACThat is just what is developed here. You find that persons you meet have not much sense of what it is to be in Christ Jesus. The christian profession is withered up. It is partly the judgment of God, because it has departed from Paul; the enemy has made inroads, and God has purposed he should. The priests, Jehovahs ministers, mourn. The field is laid waste, the land mourneth. 

    RemAnd the husbandmen too are addressed. 

    CACEverybody is to come into these exercises. The oblation and the drink-offering being cut off is the worst of all. What about Christ having come in for the pleasure of God, where does that come in? 

    QuesCould you bring the Lords supper into it? 

    CACI think there is a certain hint of it. God has restored the ministry of the Person of Christ, that new kind of humanity that required Him to come here to inaugurate it. The mass think everything is right; that is not exercise. What Joel has in view is the residue. Peter quotes Joel to bring out the present character of Gods working. Ye men of Judaea and the rest, he says (Acts 2: 14). It is the residue  that is what God is after. God is securing a residue now and the oblation and drink offering will be found there. So he says, Turn unto Jehovah your God ... . Who knoweth? He might return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him, an oblation and a drink-offering for Jehovah your God (chapter 2: 13,14). 

    QuesWould you say a word on the drink-offering? 

    CACIt was peculiar in this respect, that it was the only one of the offerings brought into the sanctuary. It was poured out in the sanctuary, so the cups and goblets of the drink-offering were identified with the offering in the sanctuary. The oblation was outside. It speaks of spiritual joy in spite of famine conditions. The public condition is that the vine is withered. If the conditions of 2 Timothy 2 are obeyed, God will draw near and leave behind Him an oblation and a drink-offering. I think God looks for us to feel these things. We shall hardly know much of sanctuary service, unless we know something of the conditions outside. 

    Before the day of Jehovah comes  which is imminent and will bring in unsparing judgment, which is the prospect before Christendom  something is secured in Gods grace in the character of a remnant. God would make His people supremely happy, so that He would restore the years that the locust hath eaten. He has given back to those that sought Him earnestly the ministry that was departed from when the church broke away from what was of God. It finds out real affection; that is, our hearts cherish the Person of Christ in all that He is for Gods delight, and we, as linked up with Him, become the new oblation  for that is the assembly. There should be something about us attractive that is not to be found elsewhere; that is, the cherishing of Christ as the Man of Gods delight. You value a bit of Christ anywhere, and that brings you to real church affections. It is found in Philadelphia, Thou ... hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. It was holding on to what is so precious in Christ  my word and my name. 

    At the beginning of our dispensation, holy conditions were established before ever the Spirit came. All that has come in in Christ is intended to form us and not to be merely objective. How we appreciate Christ is the way we come out in His character. I cannot pretend to any more appreciation than that. I think God has taught us to shrink from what is outwardly great, and to appreciate all that is of value to Him. The great miss is the oblation and the drink-offering. The mark that He has come in is that we are furnished with them. 

    RemIn Malachi the sons of Levi were purified in order to offer the pure oblation. 

    CACYes, I think the present condition of Christendom is judicial, because it has turned away from what was committed to it. All is purposed to be done before the millennial position-it is before the day of Jehovah. God secures this residue, and the oblation and drink-offering, and the Spirit is poured out. 

    RemThe millennium will be a very great day. 

    CACThere will be no body of the ascended Man on the earth in the millennium, it belongs to the mystery hidden in God, which belongs to the present time, which is the greatest of all. The millennium will be in public display, and is spoken of by the prophets. Think of the assembly in Gods sight, as set up in the Man of His good pleasure, apart from death, apart from sin, apart from the world, and apart from failure, perfect. Doleful Christians are giving the lie to everything that God has bestowed upon them in Christ. Peter speaks of exulting with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Think of glorified joy! I feel I know little about it, but I should like to know something of it. We want to get rid of the shams and shadows, these are the realities. Nothing is real except what God has established in Christ. We want everything that is not Christ in us to disappear, do we not? and wish we had more practical power for it. So that there is a condition ready for the Spirit. It is poured out upon all flesh (not only for leading brothers), so that everyone participates in it. Upon the bondmen and upon the handmaids, it says; that is, those of least account. All participate in it. 

    After reading Hosea I felt we wanted something on the positive line. There we had the amazing character of the love of God that cannot be turned aside. In spite of the departure and unfaithfulness of the people it is unchangeable. Joel is more the positive side and what can be enjoyed. Hosea shows the thought of relationship; Joel takes you behind that to be in the joy that is in those relationships. There is an enjoyment that goes along with these things that makes them substantial. The Spirit is poured out; it is as if God would not leave us without the power for the enjoyment of all He proposes to give. The Lords great service here was to prepare a suitable vessel for the Spirit, and it was the prepared vessel on whom the Spirit was poured out. There is nothing we need to pray about more than the universal character of what we have entered into. So the speaking in tongues joins on with the pouring out of the Spirit; it showed God was moving on universal lines. So also we see in Corinthians. Tongues today contradict the divine idea of tongues altogether. 

  
    JOEL 1 (JND 38)

    Joel 1

    We have these notes in the prophecy  first: 

     6. The Land  My Land, whatever its state or divisions. It is Jehovahs Land, and if the people fail in every way, it falls into His hands. It was but entrusted to Israel  the Gentiles have no right but by their (Israels) sin, and none as against the Lord. 

    The general subject is, a Gentile nation is come up upon My Land. 13 - 15. Secondly, the Land is in connection with the Temple, and its service, and this coming up upon the Land is a destruction from the Almighty  the day of the Lord is at hand. All was wasted. 

    Next, thirdly, this awakens Zion and the Holy Mountain. Jehovah says, Zion and My Holy Mountain. He takes notice of it as His, and calls all the inhabitants of the Land to tremble, for the day of Jehovah cometh. Jehovah utters His voice before His army. He is strong that executeth His word, for the day of Jehovah is great, and very terrible; who can abide it? Therefore, says Jehovah, turn to Me. And the trumpet of alarm becomes (according to Numbers) a trumpet of summons, in Zion, to repentance and humiliation between the porch and the altar. And the Lord is roused to act in favour of His people, on this word (see Psalm 42, Psalm 43), Where is their God. He is jealous for His Land, and pities His people. Blessing comes on the Land (Ezekiel 36:30) and the Northern army, so this nation, as finally explained (compare Daniel 11) at the end, is cast out. The Land is blessed. The children of Zion rejoice. Jehovah is in the midst of Israel, and the people shall never be ashamed. 

    Afterwards, thereupon (akhare-ken) the Spirit is poured out on all flesh. But before the day Jehovah will have shown signs, and the Remnant will be saved. But, note, these signs are, in general, in heaven, and in earth, and whosoever shall call on the name of Jehovah shall be delivered. But the deliverance is in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and in the Remnant whom the Lord shall call. Verses 28, 29 and 30 - 32, of chapter 2, whether before or after, go beyond Israel to all flesh. The latter is remarkable, yet makes (though the principle be universal  so cited by the Apostle) the centre of the then actual deliverance, the proper object of the Prophet, Zion, Jerusalem and the Remnant. For, and in chapter 3, the Spirit of the Lord (Christ) goes on to explain it, and what shall arise when the Lord shall bring back the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem. The Lord will judge all the heathen; compare verse 16. Its result for Israel finally  the Lord will dwell in Zion. 

    The immediate object then (taking occasion from present desolations by plagues of insects) is the Northern army, in connection with the day of the Lords judgment on Israel, but this, associated with the restoration of Judah and Jerusalem, introduces the judgment of all the heathen, and the Lord dwells in Zion. The destruction affects the Land, but the Lord acts from, and in connection with Zion, and Jerusalem, His Holy Mountain. 

    Note, not only by faith is faith in Messiah anticipated, but the Spirit is given as seal of faith now; compare Ephesians 1. And this remark is of all importance as to the position of the Church and believers. But the whole of the chapter needs study. 

    The first chapter, then, concerns the Land (and takes in all the desolators) calls for a fast as to this, from the elders, and all the inhabitants of the land. The second chapter speaks of that which the Lord had chosen for Himself in it, above all the dwellings of Jacob. Blow ye the trumpet in Zion. In bringing in this, the day of the Lord accordingly appears more specifically in the cry resulting from the other, chapter 1: 15 - 20. Then the prophetic warning of the day, to Zion, now involved with the inhabitants of the Land. It is on the people of the Jews from the Lord. This was the alarm  they were to plunder the city, passing through it all like a thief. Then the trumpet of summons, or the call to repentance. When this takes place, appealing to Him against the heathen, His instrument, His rod (of indignation) but now saying in their folly where is their God, then will Jehovah be jealous for His Land, and pity His people, and turn back the Northern army. 

    Note here, the city is entered and plundered. There is also, 

    on the cry made of the Remnant, the Northern Army sent back. The cry is made on the warning of the day, and yet the city is entered. Therefore, this passage, as I see as yet, does not determine whether the army turned back be previous to, or consequent upon the taking of the city. Probably, but this is little worth, the nation not heeding the call, the city is taken. But through the course of succeeding troubles, the Remnant, then a nation, do cry, and the subsequent effort comes to nothing, for the captivity of Zion is restored afterwards, as in Psalm 126  the nation. 

     19 - 27. This, at any rate, is the answer to the cry, and connects Zion with the blessing. But its substance is the temporal blessing of the Land, etc., as delivered from the desolators; chapter 3: 1 [chapter 2: 28]. 

    It seems to me that this rests upon the call and the cry, i.e., the trouble coming in, the summons is to cry to the Lord. Desolation enough previously had called for it. It is made to the nation. It is answered however, when made; nor is it till the very end, nor the hope, and the Remnant in the midst of trouble and rejection, by grace make it en eschatais hemerais (in the last days); for this is Peters, or rather the Holy Ghosts interpretation of akhare-ken (thereupon A.V., afterward). It is thereupon (upon the Jewish cry) upon what has gone before, in very deed it will not be but in the last days. The term in those days makes this full open. The akhare-ken (thereupon) marks the whereupon, besides verses 3 - 5 (30 - 32 A.V.). There will be signs before the great and terrible day come (though the city may have been entered into and taken, as it appears to me, in the latter day  previous, not an absolutely final act) and whoever (a broad fact) calls, according to the previous summons, on the Lord, will be delivered (for there are a people who call, though in the midst of a people who do not) for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, and, here the point is let out in result, the remnant whom the Lord shall call  is then calling. For, indeed, this deliverance of Zion by a Remnant, and a Remnant really by the Lord for, and so in Zion, turns the day of the Lord, lowering over the heads of the Jews, awakening by the summons the Remnant, and so averted from the nation, which the Remnant now were, though the residue were cut off, on the heads of the Gentiles, which chapter 4 (3) then describes. All this then is plain, i.e., thus far in order. 

  
    FAMINE CONDITIONS PRESENTED BY JOEL (JT 16)

    Joel 1; 2:1

    JTThose who have looked into the subject of famines will know that the prophets refer very extensively to it, but none of them gives a more concrete example of famine than Joel. We have famine conditions presented here, in remarkable severity, without the actual use of the word famine; the instrumentality, too, is fourfold, namely, the palmer-worm, locust, canker-worm, and caterpillar; one after the other, all were employed in order to make the thing complete. 

    JSYou have destructive things here as well as Gods hand governmentally over all. 

    JTYes; it is very touching that although these insects were employed in the destruction of vegetation, Jehovah said it was in His land. For a nation is come up upon my land. He owned it as His, and yet all this had come about. I thought this would afford a different feature of our subject, as interwoven in the prophetic word. 

    AFMIs there any particular cause assigned to such a calamity coming to pass? 

    JTI think it was on account of the lack of what was due to Jehovah, as verse 9 shows. He therefore calls attention to His day  the day of Jehovah; the famine feature is linked up with the final result of Gods government. These marauders portended something. The way this book is linked up with the beginning of Christianity is most interesting. It furnished the text for the introduction of our dispensation, see Acts 2. 

    CAMIt is remarkable that when Peter was speaking in Acts 2 he referred to the last day, and yet he was really in the first days of Christianity. 

    JTPeter there indicates how the Old Testament scriptures may be used. Pentecost was not all that was in view in the quotation from the book of Joel, spoken by Peter, but it corresponded with it; the Spirit had been poured out, but the testimony was to Israel and, as to them, the last days had come, indeed, the seventieth week of Daniel was running its course. The day of the Lord was in view. The blowing of the trumpet in Zion was to prepare for it. The Lord may help us to see that in all this famine there is the blowing of the trumpet  the sounding out of the testimony in Zion, which certainly marked Peters great service at Pentecost. 

    AFMI was just going to remark that what you referred to in Peters preaching is really greater than what is spoken of in Joel. 

    JTYes; it was anticipating the coming millennial day. Peters address involved what is greater, but it was in accord with Joel. 

    ANWDo you view Peters preaching as an alarm? 

    JTIt is rather the gospel, for calling together of the assembly, corresponding with the first blowing of trumpets mentioned in Numbers 10. Here we have the same thing: Blow the trumpet in Zion, hallow a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly; gather the people, hallow the congregation, assemble the elders, (chapter 2:15,16). It has the character of gathering. But chapter 2:1,2 is an alarm, having judgment in view. The idea of the alarm also has to do with the enemy  that he is attacking. 

    AFMIn chapter 2:1 it says, Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble. The trumpet sounding an alarm here was to produce exercise generally, in order to avert, if possible, the impending judgment. 

    JTI have been thinking of the ministry of trumpets as entering into this phase of the testimony. 

    The allusion is to Numbers 10, where you have a variety of trumpet ministry. It simply means the assertion of love in a very pronounced way. The trumpets were to be made of beaten silver; that is, God asserts His rights of redemption over His people. If the enemy were to come, they were to sound an alarm; but the first use of the trumpet ministry is when they sound them (Numbers 10:3), meaning that the two trumpets were employed; that is, a means of a full or adequate testimony of God  and the whole assembly were to assemble to Moses at the entrance of the tabernacle. If one trumpet was sounded, all the princes were to assemble. An alarm blown would mean that there was to be movement, those on the east side were to move forward; and when the second alarm was blown, those on the south side were to set forward. 

    CAMThese trumpets seemed to have the effect of awakening or arousing, did they not? 

    JTI think the trumpets allude to Gods way of asserting His love, when, perhaps, we are very indifferent to it. 

    CAMThe memorial of blowing of trumpets will be the awakening of Israel. 

    JTQuite so; that comes in in the sequence of the feasts (Leviticus 23:24). But then what is presented in Numbers 10 may happen at any time, and it is not necessarily an awakening, but rather shows that when things are in order God asserts His love in this pronounced way; and the idea enters into this book in a very striking manner. 

    TA1 Corinthians 15:52 gives us the last trumpet: For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

    JTQuite so; it immediately precedes the resurrection, which is a further proof of the assertion of Gods rights over us. 

    ARDoes verse 1 of chapter 2 suggest Gods sovereign rights over the people? Blow the trumpet in Zion. 

    JTYes; He has a centre of His own, which is Zion, His holy mountain. Verse 15 is like sounding out the testimony now, in relation to the church; it is not announcing the gospel in a free, independent manner. Many may assume to be sounding out the gospel, but the trumpet in Zion means that it is in relation to what God has inaugurated. It is not in any chance place, but in that spot which God has selected. 

    APIt is just the opposite of present-day evangelism which leaves souls where they were converted; this is gathering. 

    JTIt is not independency; Zion means a centre for God; it is His own spot. 

    AJDWhat does that represent today? 

    JTThe assembly  the testimony is to go out in relation to the assembly. I think Peters use of the book of Joel is very significant because it was a great gathering time then. 

    AJDWould the trumpet suggest ministry of a special character? 

    JTYes; something in a pronounced way  the rights of God in Zion. 

    WGTPeters address was to the men of Judaea, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

    JTThat is the idea; his word was effectual, for the Lord had told the disciples to tarry in the city until they were clothed with power from on high, (Luke 24:49). 

    WB-wDo these drunkards, husbandmen, etc., represent the low sinful state into which the people had lapsed. 

    JTThat is right. There was a stupified or insensible condition. The point made is that Gods house was void of the oblation and of the drink offering; 

    that is, the bread and wine for God were lacking. 

    TADoes that account for the famine condition? 

    JTYes; God allowed this famine to come about through this remarkable army of insects. It is here shown that they should change the whole aspect of the land; for they, literally, as the scripture tells us, rendered the country a desolation. Although it may have been like a garden of Eden before then, it became behind them a desolate wilderness. 

    AFMHow would you apply these four species of insects  these destructive elements  to present conditions? 

    JTWell, they are Gods creatures, although severally very small. When God spoke to Job He did not allude to them, but called his attention to the great things of His creation. These insects were very insignificant things; in fact, you hardly know what they were. Their names, with the exception of the word locust, indicate destructive characteristics. Locust signifies a swarming characteristic. The passage would allude to Gods employing His creation in its least reputable feature for the execution of His government in this desolating character. 

    HSDThe fact that there are four species might indicate that it is world-wide. 

    JTThe desired result would be complete. God acts in a four-square way; even though He uses such insignificant creatures, the bearing is universal, as to the area in view. 

    APDoes the effect produced by these four species of insects extend beyond the captivity? 

    JTIt is just a portent; they point to something coming in  the fulness of this day of the Lord is still future, but it had a then-present bearing. As we were remarking, Peters use of this book shows how scripture may be used. A passage may refer to any circumstance in the history of the testimony, and yet the full bearing of it be yet future. Attention is called here to what God can do with the least significant of His creatures. The name Joel seems to be a compound from Jehovah and Elohim, i.e., God revealed in covenant relations and made known in His creation. 

    CAMThere is not anything, I suppose, in the entire ways of God but what we should have some sense of it at this present time. 

    JTYou are impressed with the greatness of God  how He can use the most insignificant of His creatures for the fulfilment of His will, and all to bring down the pride of man. 

    AFMDoes what you have said apply to difficulties we are facing today? I suppose it would be difficult for men of the world to determine how these depressed conditions in which we are found came about  what their origin is; it may be something small outwardly, like avarice, and yet effectual. 

    JTI think so; perhaps unnoticed save by the spiritual eye. The effect is most marked, that these insects leave a garden of Eden as a wilderness behind them. 

    WGTWhat is the difference between chapter 1 and chapter 2 with regard to this great army? 

    JTChapter 2 is rather Gods government through the northern army. The general thought is of the most thorough and dreadful destruction of prosperity, and this by insignificant creatures of God  these insects whose names are given, but of which you hardly know what to make, beyond that they are destructive. 

    WGTWhen you come to chapter 2 you get God intervening. 

    JTIf we bear the trumpet in mind, then God is before us in all this. He has something to say  testimony is going out in the blowing of the trumpet in Zion. It is merely talking about what is current in its business effect but what is God saying? 

    CAMThere should be exercise with us in response. 

    JTYes; that is to say, we are not to settle down in these things as inevitable, compare chapter 2:15 - 17. 

    CAMWe are not to become resigned to current conditions, we should have a deep sense that God is behind them. 

    JTWe are not under the pressure of things, but above them, as we pay attention to these trumpets. 

    APWhat comes out in the latter part of chapter 2 is conveyed to the people after they are assumed to be gathered. 

    JTYes; the gathering is the great thing. Of course, the gathering here is to bring about a state of humiliation, as you will notice in verse 16: Gather the people, hallow the congregation, assemble the elders. That is really the secret of the whole matter; it is our being called together in the recognition of the circumstances and in humiliation. Joel may be taken as representative of prophetic ministry in relation to this subject. Habakkuk in the spirit of Christ, piously accepting famine conditions, says: For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, Neither shall fruit be in the vines; The labour of the olive-tree shall fail, And the fields shall yield no food; The flock shall be cut off from the fold, And there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, And he maketh my feet like hinds feet, And he will make me to walk upon my high places. To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments. (Habakkuk 3:17 - 19). He shows how we may emerge from all this is triumph; whereas Joel brings in the prophetic ministry to bring about, through the trumpet in Zion, a state of humiliation. 

    AFMIn view of what Habakkuk arrives at in the verses quoted, you would look to see a similar result amongst us today. 

    JTExactly; Habakkuk gives the lead; spiritually, he reaches the highest point, you might say, in spite of the direst conditions. 

    ANWIt is quite understandable that the epistle to the Ephesians, giving as it does our greatest light, should have been written from a prison, and is in keeping with this. 

    WB-wWhy is the idea of the generation opened up in chapter 1? 

    JTTo point out that it was an unprecedented condition; that there had been nothing like it before. An appeal is made to the people: Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers? Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation. 

    ABPIs the antidote for this evil seen in the oblation and in the drink offering? 

    JTThat is the thought. They were missing; it really meant Gods bread and wine. 

    AFMThat is, it is, typically, Christ ministering through His people to God for His satisfaction and pleasure. 

    JTQuite; God allowed Himself to be deprived of His portion in order to bring home to His people how low their condition had become. 

    APTJehovah says, Rend your heart and not your garments, (chapter 2:13). That would be an appeal to inward feeling. 

    WB-wWhen Peter and John went up to the temple at the hour of prayer (Acts 3), was the oblation missing at that time? 

    JTAs far as Jewish ritual went, it was. They said to the lame man, Look on us. The idea of the oblation was in them. 

    CAMIn the beginning of Acts, I suppose the priestly activities of these men brought about a position in which the whole sacrificial service was restored to God. 

    JTYes; you can see how the apostles and the early Christians superseded what was in the temple; not in an arbitrary way, but by moral worth  the priestly conditions were there. The description given of them in Acts 2 shows this; and that is the idea now  to bring out moral worth. The bread and the wine refer to what Christ is as ministering to God. 

    AJDDoes this ministering bring about a moral preparation in view of the day of Jehovah? 

    JTQuite; and also, immediately, the oblation and the drink offering. It is a solemn thing if those are missing from the house of God. The oblation and the drink offering were cut off, according to chapter 1. 

    ABPIs there a tendency with us to be ministered unto instead of being exercised about ministering? 

    JTThat is right; they were depriving God of His due. He says, as it were, Has it occurred to you that with Me there is a famine too?  for there is no oblation or drink offering for Me. 

    JSIs that not what you see all through the minor prophets? God is being deprived, and that is what the prophet here would call attention to. 

    JTIt may seem strange to apply famine to God; but there was a famine, for no bread and no wine were being offered to Him. 

    AFMAre you applying this to christendom? 

    JTYes, generally; but then we have to challenge our own hearts. The land was Gods, yet there was no oblation for Him. Our depressed condition is to bring home to us that God is suffering, so to speak, in being thus deprived. Why should the meetings be thin and poor, if it be not that there is disregard of the divine rights? In chapter 2 the priests are called upon to take part with the ordinary people in general humiliation. Blow the trumpet in Zion, hallow a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly; gather the people, hallow the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts; let the bridegroom go forth from his chamber, and the bride from her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of Jehovah, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare ... The priests were not inside, but between the porch and the altar. 

    APIt is as moving in this way that we get a right idea of the general deplorable conditions that exist. The principle of gathering must be acknowledged. 

    JTHere it is for humiliation, but the coming together of the saints, as brought about by the first blowing of trumpets mentioned in Numbers 10, is normal. As the saints are thus together there is something for God. 

    CAMDo you not think that when Peter and John went up to the temple to pray, they were thinking of God? I suppose in causing the lame man to rise up and leap and praise God, Peter had a sense that God had been deprived and was now being ministered to. 

    JTI think so. What was current in the temple corresponded with the prayer of the Pharisee in the scene depicted by the Lord in Luke 18. The Pharisee said, God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men (verse 11). Where were the oblation and the drink offering? There was nothing for God in that! On the other hand, the tax-gatherer smote upon his breast and said, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner (verse 13). There is some little idea of the oblation there; although the wheat is not formed into a cake, still the idea is there. But if you think of Peter and John going up at the hour of prayer, 

    which is the ninth hour, it would seem that the Holy Spirit is calling attention to the hour in which the most momentous event that ever happened took place, for the Lord Jesus died at that hour. So that God was being ministered to at that time through Peter and John, as being in the gain of all this. 

    ARDid they follow the Lords example, according to Luke? I was wondering whether you get the idea of the oblation and drink offering presented by Luke in his gospel. 

    JTQuite; Luke, in presenting the humanity of Christ, emphasises prayer as seen in Him. It is what Daniel was engaged in at the time of the evening oblation. About that time Gabriel touched him and said, For thou art one greatly beloved, (Daniel 9:23). That is the idea. God was not deprived of the oblation in Daniel; nor in Peter and John, and then increase came in in connection with the lame man. As placed at the temple gate, there was nothing for God in that lame man. He looked for alms, but now he is walking and praising God. That is what God is doing; through current pressure He is seeking to secure from us the oblation and the drink offering. 

    JSWould the condition of the lame man be indicative of Israels position? 

    JTNo doubt; there was nothing for God in a lame man asking for alms; but He saw a difference in Peter and John. Peter said, Look on us; and God was looking on them. They were delightful to Him as reflecting Jesus. 

    JSThe light of God was in them  not in the temple. They superseded the temple. 

    ABPThe man ceased being ministered unto, and became, a minister. 

    JTYes; he praised God, and, later, held Peter and John. In that way, you see how the system at Jerusalem was being superseded by moral qualities in those who formed the assembly. 

    ABPPeter said, Silver and gold I have not. One feels that is a very appropriate statement for the moment, when there is not much of it about, but God is interested in the moral qualities we may have by the power of the Spirit. 

    JTSo Peter says, But what I have Although he did not have silver and gold, he had that by which the lame man was healed, and God would make what we have effectual in like manner. 

    AJDWhy did he say he had not silver and gold? 

    JTBecause that is what the man wanted naturally; he was receiving these things, as was his custom; but Peter says, What I have, this give I to thee. Acts shows how the legal system was being superseded, not yet judicially, but morally. God was justified in owning what answered to His mind, and in finally setting aside judicially what was proved reprobate. 

    AFMThe need expressed by the vision Paul had of the Macedonian man, in Acts 16, led in the same direction, inasmuch as, through Pauls activities and sufferings at Philippi, the oblation and drink offering were secured. 

    JTExactly; as provided by Paul and Silas in the prison. 

    ANWWould you mind saying how the early Acts is an advance on the end of Luke? 

    JTYou will remember that the Lord said to His disciples in Luke 24:49, But do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high; that is, there was no thought of exercise or any journeying on their part to get this power, it was to come down. He had said also to them, And ye are witnesses of these things (verse 48). But in Acts 1:8 it is: And ye shall be my witnesses. They now stand in relation to Him as My witnesses. So Peter, in standing up to speak, is filled with the power from on high. The temple is not in view at the beginning, but the upper room; and power from on high is in relation to that. In chapter 3 they go in the direction of the temple, while in the end of chapter 2 it is said they were daily in it. But in chapter 3 Peter and John are seen going up to it at a particular hour, evidently to call attention to the moral superiority in these two men to what was in the temple; because the man had been placed at the gate of the temple day after day and had received no permanent good. Now he is brought into accord with Peter and John and the moral superiority of what was there, as the fruit of the Spirit. 

    TAThe power for all this lay in the name of Jesus: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk, (Acts 3:6). 

    JTQuite; but the vessels were in accord with it. They said, Look on us. The idea of the oblation was in them, as remarked. 

    WGTYou spoke about God being revealed in Christ, and God being known in creation; would that come out in the proclamation of the glad tidings? 

    JTSurely. The testimony of creation is referred to in Romans 1. God also refers to the creation in speaking to Job, but I think Joel combines the two thoughts  what God can do in creation, and what He can do in Christ. 

    GMcPDo you think the apostle Paul combines those two thoughts in Romans 1, where He speaks of the righteousness of God in Christ, and created things witnessing to His eternal power and divinity? 

    JTYes. The invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, (Romans 1:20). That stands. 

    CAMWe might wonder why God in all His greatness created such contemptible little things as these insects, but what has been said is a key to it. 

    JTI think that is what we might see  the agencies God has and employs, like the lice and flies in Egypt. 

    WGTHere they are well trained, like an army that is invincible. 

    JTThey are. A description of the locusts attack in the East shows that there is nothing more destructive; they are invincible. God has these as a testimony to His power. 

    HSDMan cannot cope with them. 

    AFMIs the great end to be reached in chapter 2:14? It says, Who knoweth? He might return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him, an oblation and a drink offering for Jehovah your God? Verses 12 and 13 seem to be very suggestive, as encouraging repentance in relation to what Jehovah had been deprived of. Is that the great end to be reached in the assembling of verse 15 and onward? 

    JTThat is a sort of key to the book  the oblation and drink offering. God was missing those things. 

    RDGIn Malachi 3 you get a similar situation. 

    JTYes; Gods tithes and heave-offerings were not brought into the treasure house. 

    ANWTell us a little more about what this oblation and drink offering are for us. 

    JTWell, I think it is a question of apprehending Christ as presented in the oblation and the drink offering; that is to say, what Christ is as Man fully tested, that is the oblation. The drink offering is added, and, speaking reverently, it is what stimulates, what delights the heart of God. When these things are missing God brings in the famine by which He would say to us, You are feeling the famine, but I have been suffering from famine for years; I have looked for something from you, but you have not yielded it to Me. That is what I think His present voice to us is. 

    JTJrThe husbandmen are told to be ashamed in verse 11 of chapter 1. You would have thought the husbandmen would see to it that there would be an oblation. 

    JTThe thing is to be ashamed. If I am feeling the pinch of adverse circumstances, God has been feeling the loss of what has been withholden from His house, and I am to blame for that; I ought to be ashamed! 

    WFKIs the secret of the oblation in the assembly today? 

    JTIt is. It is what Christ is as worked out in us. Leviticus 2 gives us the variety of the oblations. 

    ANWIn the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk. Does that suggest the oblation; and then the praise to God as overflow of the soul, the drink offering? 

    JTQuite so. How delighted God was with that man as he walked and leaped and praised Him! 

    WB-wAre the husbandmen responsible for the famine outside, and the priests for the famine inside? 

    JTThe priests could do nothing unless the vine-dressers and the husbandmen did their part; that is, the vine-dressers and the husbandmen bring the meal and the wine  the crops. These things provided work for the priests inside. 

    GMcPIs there any significance in the priests mourning? The priests, Jehovahs ministers, mourn. 

    JTYes. It says in verses 7 - 9, He hath made my vine a desolation, and barked my fig tree; he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; its branches are made white. Wail like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. The oblation and the drink-offering are cut off from the house of Jehovah; the priests, Jehovahs ministers, mourn. That is, they are deprived of the first-fruits; nothing for God was coming in. 

    JSNo service for God. 

    JTPeople say, We are all suffering; but then God would say, There is nothing coming in to Me either. The famine should lead us to think of Gods rights. 

    AFMThe word be ashamed would apply to those responsible, under God, for the produce of the land. The reference is to the corn and the vine and all the trees of the field, and the oil, which includes the olive-tree. From these fruits would be made up the oblation and the drink offering. 

    JTYes; all these minister to the priests, and to God, coming through the common people. The vine-dressers and the husbandmen are the common people of the land; that is, the saints viewed as gaining through daily exercises, and thus developing priestly wealth and ability. In the chapters we are considering, all this is wanting. 

    JSActs 2 would be in contrast to all this. There is fulness there in the incoming of the Spirit. 

    JTYes; the oblation was there and the drink offering. 

    APDo you not think that the discipline connected with famine ought to yield a richness in relation to the service of God? 

    JTIf the trumpet is heard and we come together in solemn assembly, so to speak, for humiliation, there will be something for God. This book is full of hope. It is the announcing of the Spirit, and that God will replace what these insects have destroyed. As we accept the discipline, He will do more than we could have expected. 

    ARSWould this trumpet have the same effect as: Behold, the bridegroom, (Matthew 25:6)? It is a serious matter for God to say, Be ashamed; the apostle John desired of his children that they abide in Christ, that he should not be put to shame from before him at his coming, (1 John 2:28). 

    JTIt is a question for every one of us as to whether we should be ashamed in speaking of material deprivation; whereas, we may have been depriving God of His right all these years. How much have I been ministering to God of the oblation and the wine? 

    AJDRight exercise should bring about a fruitful condition amongst the people of God; whereas, it says in verse 16, Is not the food cut off before our eyes, joy and gladness from the house of our God? 

    ANWBefore the five thousand had food at the Lords hand, God had His portion, under the Lords hand. The Lord lifted up His eyes to thank God. 

    JTThis is significantly referred to later: After that the Lord had given thanks, (John 6:23). 

    ABPWould you say it is important to consider the famine as coming after the era of prosperity? But the famine begins with God before it begins with us. 

    JTQuite so. If we could get this one thought into our hearts it would be a great gain to us  that the oblation and the drink offering are not in the house; that is what God is thinking about. The solemn assembly brings about repentance and then we have in chapter 2: Then Jehovah will be jealous for his land, and will have pity on his people. And Jehovah will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I send you corn, and new wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith; and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations. And I will remove far off from you him that cometh from the north, and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, his face toward the eastern sea, and his rear toward the hinder sea ... (verses 18 - 20). Then the wonderful passage that Peter cites in Acts 2 follows that. 

    JEHI was thinking that what you have just read is really the outcome of verse 17, where the priests are to weep and pray, because it immediately says, Then Jehovah ... in verse 18. 

    JTIf we get an idea of the trumpet in Zion, and move in that light, discerning that God has been deprived of His due, then blessing will come, and like Habakkuk, we become superior even though the material blessing does not come, as we touch the highest note: And he will make me to walk upon my high places. To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments. (Habakkuk 3:19). 

    CAMThere seems to be a great deal in considering for Gods feelings; we rightly ask that God should take account of our feelings, but Gods feelings should take precedence of all. 

    JTI believe there will be a great gain to God out of all this suffering. What He has in mind is the assembly and what belongs to it, as seen in Habakkuk and what is opened up in the epistle to the Hebrews  what the sanctuary is, and the service suited to it. 

    AFMSomething on that line is found in the Song of Songs 4:16: Awake, north wind, and come, thou south; Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow forth. So that if adversity goes and prosperity returns to us, like the south wind, the spices may still flow forth for our beloved. 

    GLDoes the deep affliction in the assemblies in Macedonia bring about the oblation and the drink offering, in a sense? We read that out of their deep poverty abounded their free-hearted liberality. 

    JTVery good. We have been speaking of that in view of our collections, as having before us the great need there is  that although there be deep poverty, there may be free-hearted liberality. 

    That is what God values. He is looking at the state of our hearts whether we have little or much. 

    FHLThe Lord valued the two mites that the widow cast in. 

    JTHe was sitting opposite the treasury, and saw how the crowd was casting money into it, and appraised the giving. 

    ANWThe apostle could say, ... as poor but enriching many, (2 Corinthians 6:10). 

    WGTIs there danger in being occupied with famine conditions; whereas, God would have us occupied with this oblation and drink offering  with what is due to Him? Great events are going on in the world, and we are liable to have our attention focussed on them. 

    JTWell, great events were going on here when this army of Jehovah was devastating, but what people were not noticing was what was missing in the house of God. There was a state of poverty there; God was not getting anything. 

    ARThere was no activity in the sanctuary. 

    APDoes the solemn assembly refer to any particular meeting? 

    JTIt is described here. 

    APDoes it include more than the prayer meeting? 

    JTIt is a question of feeling things before God. The priests forego their proper function as priests, and mourn between the porch and the altar. You do not go by the letter of this. The trumpet blown in Zion is Gods testimony sounded out there, where His interests are, and He calls upon us to look into current conditions, and judge what is wrong. We have similar appeals in Haggai and Malachi. 

    JSGod has His great army to bring all this about. It is marvellous the way He can effect His will. 

    RDGDoes the trumpet in Zion prove that God will reach His end? 

    APTThe prophet Joel finished his prophecy with, ... for Jehovah dwelleth in Zion, (Joel 3:21). 

    JTThat is the great end in the prophetic ministry, that God has a dwelling-place of His own selection. This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have desired it, (Psalm 132:14). 

    GGWhy did it take twenty years before Jacob offered a drink offering? 

    JTIt is quite obvious that he had made progress during those years. He was conscious that God had blessed him as he returned to Bethel, as recorded in Genesis 35. He had the sense in Bethel that he was pleasing to God there. God had directed him to go up there; he had stopped on the way, but he finally went up there, having buried the idols of his household. He was conscious now that God was pleased with him, so that he not only anoints the pillar, but pours out the drink offering. It is, typically, the sense that God is complacent in us as formed after Christ. 

    AFMHe had anointed the pillar with oil twenty years before, but he had not the sense of being pleasurable to God then. 

    JTIt is more a matter of light when you simply anoint, but the drink offering is a subjective feature. 

    AFMChrist is before us. 

    JTExactly; I am according to Him in my apprehension and state. 

    JEHIt says in chapter 2:32, And it shall be that whosoever shall call upon the name of Jehovah shall be saved. That is a very encouraging word. 

    ANWPeter did not leave it out in Acts 2. It was a very opportune time in which to bring it in. 

    AP-fIf God gets His portion, would not that be the end of the famine for us? 

    JTI think so. It would also be the end of it for God. When did God begin to get anything out of Jacob? It was really when he came back to Bethel. All the time previous to that Jacob was connecting God with himself. In Shechem, it is El-Elohe-Israel (Genesis 33:20); that is, God, the God of Israel. He was connecting God with himself; but in Bethel it is El-beth-el (Genesis 35:7), or God of the house of God; that is entirely another matter and means that God has a place of His own, and I am in it in relation to Him. He is pleased with me there, for I am there in accord with Christ; that is the idea of the drink offering. 

    ANWOne of the greatest gains in coming to the assembly is in having learned that I am not the centre, but that God Himself is the object and end of all that is being done. 

    APTJacob was much self-centred. He began with promising God ten percent if God would be with him, etc. 

    ABPDoes this consideration for God throw light on part of the prayer the Lord taught the disciples: Father, thy name be hallowed, (Luke 11:2)? They would be given their daily bread, but first Gods name was to be hallowed. 

    JTYes; agreeing with Elijahs word: Make me thereof a little cake first (1 Kings 17:13); which implies Gods rights. 

    APIn chapter 3:13 the sickle is to be put in. 

    JTThat refers to God setting aside the enemy. The press is Gods judgment. His enemies wickedness was great  the vats overflow, (chapter 3:13). 

    RALReferring again to the tenth part which Jacob vowed he would give to God, do you think he gave that to God in Mesopotamia? 

    JTI do not think so. It is one thing to bargain and another thing to fulfil. When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed, (Ecclesiastes 5:4). Jacob would have remained at Shechem, 

    but God said, Go up to Bethel, (Genesis 35:1). God has His own place, and He receives our offerings there. 

    AJDJehovah loveth the gates of Zion more than all the habitations of Jacob, (Psalm 87:2). Is Zion where He gets His portion? 

    JTQuite so; and Bethel answers to that, being the house of God. 

    APTDavids pouring out the water, brought to him at great cost, was a wonderful drink offering. He poured it out to Jehovah; (1 Chronicles 11:15 - 19). 

    JTIt was a fine expression of making God everything  putting Him first. 

    CAMIt is striking that David considered that those mens lives were for God. 

    JTThat is the idea. Their action was really devotedness to Him, and David recognized that. It is beautiful when you are able to see an expression of Christ in others, and merge in it. David directs the devotedness of the three mighty men Godward, identifying himself with it. 
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    JOEL 2 AND 3 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Joel 2:20 - 32; Joel 3: 13 - 21

    CACActs 2 gives our link with Joel (cf. verses 28 - 32). Peter says, This is that. 

    QuesHow does this passage link up with the last days? 

    CACIt was the last days of God dealing with Israel. The whole of mankind is in view. Is he the God of the Jews only? Paul asks. The great secret of the whole matter is veiled. In Joel he does not give us any ground at all on which this comes to pass, though he speaks of the outpouring of the Spirit. It awaited the coming in of Christ, and the accomplishment of redemption and Jesus being raised and being glorified; all that was essential before the Spirit could be poured out. But he gives the barrenness and desolation of the present time and calls on the people to take it to heart. If they did God would turn and there would be fruitfulness and plenty instead of famine. All the years the cankerworm and palmer-worm had eaten would be restored. All these wonderful things He would do required the coming in of Christ to bring them in, and all these millennial blessings, which are spiritual, will be by the coming in of Christ. The incarnation was a great necessity in view of all this; that is, Jehovah would be known as in the midst of His people. It was verified when Emmanuel was there, expressing the power that would subdue all evil and bring in the blessing of God where the famine had been. There will not be such a witness to God in the millennium as there was in the days of the Son of man, days full of the blessedness of God set forth in the midst of famine and misery  God set forth. Every blessing was there. It is a great thing for us to see the greatness of what was here  God will not be walking down here in the millennium as a Man amongst men. He will be approached in the temple. They will never be able to wash the Lords feet with their tears or to lie in His bosom. They will not know the surpassing excellence in which God is known at the present time. All that comes in as preparatory to the outpouring of the Spirit, which was a suitable thing after God had been manifest in flesh, and a remnant brought to receive Him as the Christ and Son of God. There is a suitability if the Spirit is poured out. He speaks of the cure of the famine; we know now that He has brought it in in Christ. So the means are provided so that we can approach with an oblation and a drink-offering. He may return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him, an oblation and a drink-offering for Jehovah your God, it says. Well, that is just exactly what He came in for. 

    QuesWhy is it all flesh? 

    CACIt shows the universality of the thoughts of God. As presented here it is in view of God being known, or Gods mind being made known. That is, attention is called to the result in prophecy and spiritual understanding. So that the Spirit comes specially as enabling saints to speak. 

    QuesWith the Lord going to the Father and the Comforter coming would there be an extension? 

    CACWith the great addition now that He was risen and glorified, so the Spirit would be connected with that. There was an extension of what was of God. It was there in one Man. The ascended Man has a body here on earth, and it is the vessel of testimony, the Spirit enables persons to prophesy. I think everything that is for God lies in the power of the Spirit. The right walking of the saints is in the power of the Spirit. 

    All flesh means it is not to be limited to Israel. It is to bring out the extensive character of the working of God. It speaks of dreams and visions. It is to cast us on the personal acting of the Spirit, it is something extra to the Scripture. There is not quite so much energy needed for dreaming as for visions, so the old men dream. There is such a thing as meditating in the Spirit so that our thoughts are carried in a spiritual channel. Seeing a vision is something more special, 

    and very near to a revelation. You get an apprehension of Christ you had not before. I will manifest myself to him in John 14 is very like it. It requires spiritual energy, and we should look for this. There is a source of spiritual supply outside the Scripture. Every dream and vision must be subject to Scripture, and we have the Spirit that inspired the Scripture. It is possible for the Spirit to give us thoughts of God and Christ directly from Himself. A beloved servant of the Lord said he always received things by the Spirit, before he found them in Scripture. If a divine Person has come to dwell in us, we ought to understand the possibilities. The sin of Christendom is the ignoring of the Spirit and so the confusion has come in. The natural man has displaced the Spirit of God, it is the cause of the famine. There is continual freshness where the Spirit has His way, nothing is dried up. I believe, brethren, we ought to be exercised as to the personal action of the Spirit. It speaks of the flow of waters in chapter 3. 

    RemWhere there is no vision the people cast off restraint, it says (Proverbs 29: 18). 

    CACWhat Peter saw (Acts 10) was by the Spirit, and volume of instruction was in it as to the Gentiles. He would not have gone near Cornelius if he had not had that vision; and so with John. 

    RemJeremiah 31: 26 says, I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me. If we were in the Spirit we should never be ashamed. 

    CACTherefore the thought of the day of the Lord is helpful. The Lord would deal with everything today we might be afraid of. Jehovah will take up His dealings with Judah and Jerusalem before that day. We have a little anticipation of that. God takes up His dealings with His people and the adversaries are not yet dealt with. He is taking account of all that is adverse to His people, and chastening them, and then presently deals with those very people He has used in chastisement. 

    At the present time the grace of God predominates, so it remains true that Whosoever shall call upon the name of Jehovah shall be saved; it remains true all through this period. The assembly took the place of Zion and Judah at the day of Pentecost. The assembly was the place where salvation was found. There the Lord added such as should be saved, and it is the same now. And as God dwells there, a testimony goes out, as in Corinth, a testimony that God is among His people. 

    RemThe last word in Ezekiel is, Jehovah is there. 

    CACAnd therefore everything must be judged; and so the nations come to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Everything contrary to God must be judged. 

    QuesWould that be the thought of the sickle in Revelation 14? 

    CACYes, harvest and vintage are figures of judgment. The Lord is constant in judging all that goes on in the assembly. 

    QuesWhat does it mean by the sun being darkened and the moon turned into blood? 

    CACIt will mean the withdrawal of all heavenly light. 

    There is a blaze of heavenly light today. It is a terrible thing when God will withdraw light from men because it has not been appreciated. It is very solemn that men and countries that have had light are turning away. And they come up to battle; we read they make war with the Lamb. The valley of decision is where everything is determined. God must bring everything to judgment. Every human being will find himself in the valley of decision some day; everything will be brought to a head. He will be faithful to His people whenever He has to act in judgment. 

    RemThe gifts and calling of God are not subject to repentance. 
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     20, 21. We may remark the strong setting of the actings of God to the support of faith, in answer to the actings of men of selfwill. His ill-savour shall come up, because he hath done great things (literally, because he magnified to do) ki-hig dil la-asoth, and then in verse 21, Fear not, because Jehovah will do great things (literally because Jehovah magnified to do) ki-hig-dil Jehovah la-asoth. Hath done, will do  both. So verse 9, and verse 11 of chapter 3, mighty men, mighty ones (ha-gib-borim). The heathen are taken in the net which they laid privily, is the key to the Book of Joel  the first two chapters, as led of the Lord for His great day against Jerusalem  the third, as the re-action, on intercession by the Remnant, on themselves, so that all are brought in multitudes into the valley of decision. 

     30. This verse begins, I think, a distinct paragraph. The full blessing is unfolded first. It is a new sentence connected with the end of verse 31. Thus the pouring out of the Spirit on all flesh, in its literal and last accomplishment, would be after Jehovah had settled His people in their land. The signs will be before. Its accomplishment, consequent upon the reception of the Remnant, would be on their partaking of the salvation as a sign of favour and blessing. 

    Note, both in Joel and Zechariah, the restoration and comfort of the Land is made to depend on a primary restoration of Judah and Jerusalem. The Land is mentioned in Joel. The summons of the trumpet for alarm and gathering is in Zion, and then Fear not, O Land, and then, Be glad, then, ye children of Zion, for, etc.; then the promise of the Spirit. For in Mount Zion and Jerusalem shall be deliverance. For behold in those days, consequently the Prophet says, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, a primary thing, then I will gather all nations and plead; compare verses 8, 16, 17. Accordingly in Psalm 126 we have When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion; then Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as the rivers in the south. So I find in Zechariah this anticipative and instrumental restoration of Judah and Jerusalem, as in chapter 8; compare verses 13, 15, also chapters 10, 12, etc. 

    The same truth I find remarkably brought out in Simon Peters sermon in the Acts, indeed in his two sermons. First in his address on this very prophecy of Joel, he showing indeed how the Spirit takes up in all accuracy, as must be, its former testimony. In the first instance he addresses himself to the Men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, and produces this prophecy of Joel as leading their minds to the point, in responsibility to which the Lord now led them. They are then addressed as Men of Israel in respect of the general responsibility of the nation, and its state, by virtue of the death of Jesus. For, though spoken to as men of Judah and Jerusalem, these were Judah and the children of Israel, his companions, so that they were dealt with occasionally, provisionally, as Israel. In Acts 3 they are dealt with entirely as Men of Israel. And it is not The Lord added to the Church daily those that were to be saved (tous sozomenous)  the Remnant; compare the Septuagint  but then The priests, and captain of the Temple, and the Sadducees, come upon them, i.e., the nation, in its representatives, rejected the resurrection, i.e., Jesus as the risen Lord. Hence all the sermon is entirely of this character. It is not a call to be baptised, but a promise, on the repentance of the nation, of the return of Jesus whom the heavens must receive till the times of the restitution of all things. He speaks of the rejection of the Prophet of Moses likeness, and addresses them as Children of the Prophets and of the covenant, and God, having raised up Jesus, the Prophet spoken of by Moses (verses 22 and 26 are connected) sent Him to bless you, in turning every one of you away from their iniquities. Turning away  afterwards it shall be in power, not witness  ungodliness from Jacob. But it was natural, every one of you. Then came the nations rejection in the representatives, the priests, captain of temple, etc., Satan having raised up the Sadducees to power, suitably, to reject the resurrection, having ever his angels ready and suited, when Gods time comes. This was the nations rejection of Jesus risen, as before in the flesh  their word to the Apostles, then the Apostles resolution in faith. Their witness against them (verse 24). In verse 29, the testimony, then again, of the Holy Ghost to them (with them)  its agency amongst them in power  the inability of the chiefs, the Sadducees, to do anything  the Pharisee standing up with counsel  the declaration of the witness of them, and the Holy Ghost. Then Stephens, whose agency was by the Holy Ghost, not apostolic witness, that they had always resisted the Holy Ghost, as their fathers, and so did now. Then the Church took its other character  death  heavenly  and association with Jesus, as the Church fully called out of the world, the Jews being then left in their order. 
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    There is evidently a very wide and solemn judgment which does not come into the accounts of Matthew 24 and 25. We find it, to say nothing of details, in Isaiah 66, and in this chapter  a warrior judgment, general, universal in its character, but dealing with adversaries, nations, not individuals. There are those spared in Isaiah. This mainly relates to the Beast, and Gog, but then to the nations in possession of Immanuels Land to the Euphrates. The submission of nations or kings, through fear, is not the individual, sessional judgment of Matthew 25 (Psalm 18); compare Psalm 78:65, though there anticipative. Matthew 25 is a sessional judgment, where the conduct of individuals is enquired into. In the very nations who may have submitted, and been spared as such, I suppose individuals may be judged, just as nations are called Christian now, and so far submit to Christ, but individuals are judged. Open enemies may be destroyed by the Lord coming in power. 

    It seems to me that this chapter is, in the Hebrew, a true division. First, there is a general statement that the ravages of the nations, prefigured by the insect-caused famine, are set aside by mercies, and the deliverance of God, closing in chapter 2: 27. It is temporal deliverance. He removes the Northern army, the Land is not to fear, blessing is there on repentance, no more reproach of famine, etc. But this is not all. On the repentance of His people, and accompanying this intervention of Jehovah in favour of His people, when He returns to dwell among them, afterward (akhare-ken, thereafter) He will pour out His Spirit. Verses 30 - 32 are also apart, describing the signs that accompany it, ushering in the day of the Lord, a day of judgment and terror, but in which the Remnant, called of the Lord, will be delivered. For the Lord will roar out of Zion, but be the Hope of His people. Verses 28, 29 of chapter 2 (in the Hebrew, chapter 3: 1, 2) are consequent on the Lords intervention, introduced by their repentance, only the temporal deliverance is pursued to the end previously, to the end of verse 27. 

    I have noticed it already, in a measure, somewhere, but I turn again to this chapter, i.e., Joel 2 (in Hebrew, chapter 3, in part). The temporal answer, on the cry of repentance, closes with verse 27. Verses 30 - 32 (in Hebrews 3:3-5) come before the great and terrible day, and there is deliverance for those who call, and whom Jehovah shall call. The promise of the Spirit comes in as a supplement to what precedes, but evidently consequent on Jehovahs visiting His people. It is akhare-ken (thereafter), now, in the application made by Peter. It is after the intervention of God in favour of His people. We know it had been rejected, still the little Remnant had, in only so much greater faithfulness, owned Him, and so, though not in a temporal kingdom and rest, got the blessing  the spiritual part. And indeed, at the end, it will be only a Remnant, only the rest of the prophecy will then be fulfilled. 

    The Assyrian is to be distinguished from Babylon. The Assyrian attacks the Land, and comes to nought. In Babylon, the people were in captivity. The Assyrian is therefore, properly, against the Jews or Israelites, as connected with God, not Christ and the Remnant. The first two chapters of Joel describe this army of the latter day come up into, and against the Land, and its wrath. There is more, i.e., as to the saints which I notice not here. Joel is all of what befalls the Land, specially in the last day. There is the alarm and the gathering. 

    Ezekiel 28 and 39 also fully describe this Northern army. He is noticed too in Micah 5:5. Ezekiel 31 also, I think, alludes to the same thing. In Isaiah 10 we have a very full account of the same power. In Isaiah 28:2, we have the same person, and in verse 11. All the following chapters of Isaiah, to the end of chapter 33, describe the same power, and its failure, etc., before Jerusalem, not chapter 34. The account of chapter 36, etc., is, of course, the type of it. I may remark, in passing here, that it would seem that in chapter 30: 33, the Antichristian king also is introduced; the destruction, or furnace, being of all, and therefore, when mentioned, he also is introduced. I would read gam hi lammelek hocan, also (i.e., not merely is it there for the Assyrian) it for the king is, or has been, made ready, prepared. I do not think the king is ever used for Assyria, but the Antichristian power, and gam hi (also it), etc., seems to me to bear out the supposition. 

    I believe the tidings out of the North and East in Daniel 11:44, to refer to the same Assyrian power. The North and the East are the Chaldeans and Persians. In Ezekiel it is the Northern army; so Joel. These seem clearly (perhaps Turkey, and then all the image save the Roman power) under the Russian power, therefore Northern, to be the great power against the Land, designated Assyrian. 

    We have one other prophecy (though there are other allusions) to notice definitely  Nahum, Nineveh and its burden. This is, though under a different aspect, yet in many respects the same power. It is not Egypt, and it is not Babylon, nor is it the saints nor the Jews. It is the corporate estate from which the Assyrian is manifested in the Land, as Antichrist is the firstborn of Babylon, and the chief of her strength. The two are shown in a passage, I have omitted to notice  Isaiah 14. And I note here that Assyria is mentioned last, though quite previous in its typical facts, because such was the order of the prophetic mind. The result, as stated in the chapter is remarkable. We may note as to Nineveh, as also of Assyria (therefore it begins, Woe to the crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim) that the ten tribes were that with which it had to do. The nations will be involved according to the proportion in which the testimony of God has been amongst them, and hence specially as brought into knowledge or responsibility of the covenant, and hence am-mim (the peoples) though not am-mi (My people) and further, as connected with the Jews or Israelites, hence the expression, which have not heard My fame, nor heard My glory. Hence the typical importance of Jonahs mission to the Ninevites, yet they were not the Land (he ge) nor therefore the Apostasy, nor addressed from the Lord. However, the general testimony, putting the whole te-vel (habitable earth) under responsibility, is well known. Hence too it is, I suppose, stated that there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the am-mim, causing them to err. The goyim (nations) are all sifted. However they are involved in the general judgment as in Isaiah 14. But I doubt whether tes oikoumenes holes (of the whole world) (Revelation 16:14), is more than those included in our present enquiry. Isaiah 24 sets the general judgment plainly afloat in its current over the whole earth, as in verse 4, but there it is only languisheth. See also Ezekiel, Them that dwell, etc., in the isles. 

    I have omitted here references to the Psalms. There the general reference is to the Gog and Magog invasion, which is properly the Jewish one. However, all the heathen are in the net. 
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