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    HOSEA 1 (CAC 8)

    Hosea 1

    The name Hosea, meaning Deliverance, seems to suggest that, sad as the state of the people was to whom he prophesied, the leading object of his service was to show how Jehovah would bring deliverance from that state. In the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, and Hezekiah there was a certain outward form of piety, but the prophets exposed the inward state of the people generally, and it was marked by great unfaithfulness to the divinely established relationship between Jehovah and His people. The land is entirely given up to whoredom, away from Jehovah, verse 2. This state was to be set forth in the prophets own associations, and his children represented in a symbolical way the results of unfaithfulness. Jizreel means Jehovah will sow, and the chapter suggests that this sowing on Jehovahs part takes a two-fold character. In the first place it is retributive; unfaithfulness will inevitably result in a sowing and reaping of judgment, as we see in verses 4, 5, 6, 8, 9. But when this is felt and bowed to, Gods sowing takes another character, and He brings in what is of Himself in mercy. This is seen in verses 7, 10, 11. The day of Jizreel in this aspect is clearly one of sovereign mercy. 

    In verses 6 and 7 Jehovah says that He will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, but that He will have mercy on the house of Judah. This was manifested in His preserving a remnant of Judah through the captivity, and bringing them back to the land so that Christ might be presented to them. Indeed verse 7 was fulfilled in the principle of it when Christ was here, though on the part of the people they did not perceive or accept it. The rejection of Christ by the Jews has resulted in wrath coming upon them to the uttermost as a nation, but a remnant was secured of whom Peter could say that they were once not a people, but were now the people of God, who were not enjoying mercy, but now had found mercy, 1 Peter 2: 10. The two aspects of Jizreel have thus been seen, and they will be seen further in Gods future dealings with Israel, for on the one hand they will receive double for all their sins, but on the other hand both Judah and Israel will be blessed according to verse 11 in the sovereignty of mercy. 

    The relations between Jehovah and Israel were truly wonderful. They were marriage relations. There was in Jehovah the love of a true Husband; see chapter 3: 1. He was pleased to be known as loving a people on earth in a most personal and intimate way, so that the marriage relation was a suitable and divinely intentional way of representing it. Nor is this less so with the saints today. Each believer has been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ to be to Another who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God; Romans 7: 4. Paul had espoused the Corinthians to one Husband that he might present them as a chaste virgin to Christ. And it is well known to us that the assembly is viewed in Ephesians 5 as the wife of Christ. This is the divinely established relation. On the side of Christ there is perfect bridegroom affection. None of us would think of asking the Lord to love us more than He does. Think of all that He did in self-sacrificing love when He gave Himself for us! Think of all His services in love, Saviour, Intercessor, Advocate, Priest and Head! When we think of it all, our hearts may well be deeply moved, and yet we know how easily little things come in that dim the fervent affection that pertains to the marriage relation. 

    In Israel there was such unfaithfulness that Jehovah had to completely disown them. Such a state will soon be found in the Christian profession that it will be spued out of Christs mouth as nauseous to Him. But there is still a remnant marked by faithfulness in the affections, those who keep Christs word and do not deny His name. That there should be such a remnant is the fruit of sovereign love that has wrought from the divine side for the satisfaction of divine Persons. After all Israels unfaithfulness, and their being disowned by Jehovah, He will yet bring about that it shall be said unto them, Sons of the living God, verse 11. They will be secured in family relation, with a nature capable of response to God in holy affections. There will not then be any breakdown in the marriage relation. At the present time there are those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. The privilege is open to us of being found amongst them. We may be very conscious of weakness in ourselves, but weakness need not be unfaithfulness. Conscious weakness casts us all the more upon divine faithfulness, upon the love of Christ and of God. As kept in a sense of divine love we shall not be unfaithful in our affections. The way of deliverance is to know our own nothingness as being kept near to divine love. 

  
    HOSEA 1 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Hosea 1: 1 - 11

    CACThe prophets name means Deliverance, which is a help to the understanding of the book, deliverance having a bearing on a very unfaithful state; and we are in a day when the affections of Gods people are very corrupted and turned away to other objects. We should desire deliverance from everything that would hinder our affections being wholly for the Lord and for God; that is, to have affections that are suitable to the relationships God has brought about. 

    QuesWere you referring to the relationships of wife and sons? 

    CACYes, the marital relationship with Christ and the family relationship as sons; and we get them both in this chapter. The marriage relationship is of the most intimate character. It ought to touch us profoundly, the thought of the intimacy that divine Persons would have with us. All that is true for Israel is true for the church, and we want to read it for ourselves. We should be in the fervent affections of these relations that have been established, though we had nothing to do with the establishment of them. If God is love, He can only be satisfied by love. 

    RemJudgment came first to Israel. 

    CACIt came earlier for Israel. It never did come for Judah till they rejected Christ. He carried on His dealings with them until Christ came, of whom Christ came, it says. 

    QuesTo what does verse 7 refer? 

    CACIt refers to what Jehovah did when Christ was on earth, by way of delivering power; it was all there for them in Jesus. Their condition is a whoredom of affection, which is set forth symbolically in the associations of the prophet. In christendom the relations are departed from, not in doctrine, but in affection. There is very little idea of the relations as married to Christ and as sons to God, and it comes home to each of us as to whether we are wanting in the devoted affection which is proper to the relationships in which we are set. 

    QuesWhat would help us in it? 

    CACI think it would help us to consider the relationship which was manifested in absolute perfection in Christ Himself. John speaks of Him as the bridegroom, and the affections of the relationship are seen in integrity and fulness and fervency in Him. None of us would think of asking the Lord to love us more than He does! It is in considering the incorruptible affections of the Bridegroom that we are helped. 

    QuesWhat would the sowing (Jizreel) refer to? 

    CACFailure in affection always precedes failure in walk. A certain retributive sowing follows, for God never passes over unfaithful affections. Then there is a sowing that has in view all the purposes of Gods love. We need to be balanced in the two thoughts. If we accept the first and humble ourselves, He falls back on His purposes and works them out in His own sovereignty and love from His own side, which is a great comfort. The whole constituted relationship was gone  inwardly in affection. We have to search our hearts as to whether the incorruptible affections are there in fervency, so as to satisfy the heart of Christ. 

    Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea. Great is the day of Jizreel in the aspect of the purpose of God. There are two views altogether different in his chapter. All saints are going to be in the blessedness of the marriage relationship, also in the relationship of sons. 

    The departure in affection is far more serious than the departure in doctrine, because it is inward and connected with the state of the saints. An extreme point is reached when Jehovah will not show mercy upon them, or say they are His people, or be for them. These exercises are illustrated in a striking way in the prophets themselves, so that those paying attention could not very well miss what God was saying. Laodicea answers in the church period to what we get here. 

    RemThe failure appears in the remnant itself. 

    CACThe overcomer is only such in sovereign love and mercy, and each one would own that to be so. 

    RemIt shall come to pass in that place, it says. Affections are begotten in them there, in that condition of things. 

    CACIn the very place where it was said, Not my people, there it shall be said, Sons of the living God it says (verse 10). It extends to those who get blessing among the Gentiles; it comes down to us this afternoon. 

    We cannot revive our own affections. I suppose there is none of us but has had the experience of being cold and dead towards the Lord and being wholly unable to revive our affection to the Lord. I am sorry for the person that has not had a touch of it. Nothing has caused me more anguish than the knowledge that I was unresponsive to the love of Christ after all He had done and is, and that I had not the least bit of power to make myself so. Now that casts us on God; it needs a divine Person to come in for us, and it is a much more intense exercise than that of Romans 7. In Romans you cannot do what you would like to, but now it is a person who has known deliverance from the law, exercised to be wholly responsive to the love of Christ and of God, and he finds there is not the power in him. What is he to do? He is just as much cast upon God for that as the other. God would have us take up these relationships in real and fervent affection, so that they satisfy God, so that they satisfy divine Persons. This is what God has before Him and this will be so in eternity. Romans 8 unfolds how it is done. If God does not give His Spirit in my heart I am as helpless as a block of wood. 

    RemWe cannot work up a state. 

    CACWell, let anybody try it! This shows how the divine deliverance supplies everything necessary, so that divine Persons may have Their satisfaction in us. It is most encouraging. 

    RemAs we get a little further on in Romans, For of him, and through him, and for him, are all things (Romans 11: 36). 

    CACYes. 
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    HOSEA 2 (CAC 8)

    Hosea 2

    Jehovah had said in chapter 1 that He would no more have mercy on the house of Israel, and He refused to acknowledge them as His people. But He looked on to a future day when they would be addressed as Sons of the living God. In verse 1 of the chapter now before us we find that, notwithstanding Jehovahs rejection of the nation, there were those who could be owned as His people, and who had obtained mercy. This shows that even when the general state is so bad that God cannot own it, He is pleased to have a remnant which He can own. It is so today. Not that those of the remnant are better in themselves than others, but through Gods mercy they have had experience of His restoring ways as they are outlined in this chapter. We have all had to learn to judge the unfaithfulness and idolatry to which we are naturally prone. I suppose that, at some time or other, we have all known what it was to have our way hedged up (verse 6) so that we were unable to pursue the course which we had proposed to ourselves. God did not allow us to succeed in our self-chosen path. This particularly applies to those who have turned away from what they once knew of God. If there is in any heart a remembrance of former happiness which has now been lost, it is a powerful appeal to return. I will go and return to my first husband, for then was it better with me than now, verse 7. Paul says to the Galatians, What then was your blessedness? reminding them of a joy which they once had. It is sometimes well to ask, Have I ever been happier in my relations with God than I am now? If so, it is because I have gone away from Him; I had better return at once. All that constitutes true happiness for the intelligent creature is to be found in God Himself. But the result of sin having come in is that the natural heart prefers anything to God. Any foolish propensity, or momentary gratification, any form of self-confidence or self-righteousness, or self-pleasing in a religious way, may be a Baal to seduce us from faithfulness to the only true God and Jesus Christ His sent One. 

    But God has alluring ways even with an unfaithful people. Therefore behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak to her heart, verse 14. His governmental ways and correction are seen in verses 6 - 13. He has to make His people feel the seriousness of departure from Him  the poverty and disappointment it entails. But He does not fail to allure, 

    and to speak to the heart. He is still a faithful Lover, bent upon making Himself attractive to the poor heart that has forgotten Him, but whose responsive affection He is set upon having. Being brought into the wilderness here is the result of being allured; it suggests that she is brought in a tender and appealing way. Her heart is so affected that she is prepared for a position where she will have nothing but Himself, and where she will hear no voice but His. It corresponds with Jeremiah 2: 2, I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. The divine allurements are very wonderful; God proposes to be known, not merely as the merciful Benefactor of His people, but as coveting their affection in a most intimate and personal way, so that His love may be more attractive and satisfying than the whole realm of created things. The wilderness here is in contrast with the corn and new wine and oil which she had employed for Baal. Under the divine alluring she comes apart from all that to be satisfied with Jehovah alone, and the communications of His love. Every heart that takes up this position will find fulness of joy. And I will give her her vineyards from thence. If, in response to the divine alluring, we are content to have our portion in the love of God, He will give us all that is in the purpose of that love. Thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. That was what He appreciated; there was nothing else to attract them, and He was sufficient. 

    Then the valley of Achor is given for a door of hope; verse 15. That was where the first movement of departure in the land was fully judged (Joshua 7:24), and this is always necessary. True affectionate response to God will always be accompanied by thorough judgment of that in our own hearts which led us away from Him. This is a true door of hope; it opens up to us all that love is so ready to give; and the result is that she shall sing there as in the days of her youth and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. The singing here is an answer or response (see margin of New Translation) to the known love of God. Then Jehovah is claimed in an affectionate way as My husband (verse 16), the rival Baals have lost their power, and are remembered no more. He undertakes to defend His people from all their enemies, and He betroths them to Himself for ever; verses 18 - 20. It is now a blessed known reality that Jehovah has become Man, not only to save sinners, but that He might be known in an affectionate relation of which a husband is the scriptural type. He had betrothal in view from the outset with each of us; that is, that we should be altogether for Him on the ground that He had been altogether for us. He is entitled to us, for He died for us when we were in a state of death. The love of Christ is known as claiming us to live to Him, and this claim love recognises and yields to. It is, indeed, a matter of righteousness as well as love that we should live to Him and not to ourselves, for we are not our own; we have been bought with a price. 

    Righteousness, judgment, loving-kindness, mercies, faithfulness, in verses 19, 20, are precious qualities or characteristics of Jehovah, but in this connection they suggest that those betrothed to Him will have features which correspond with Him whom they now claim as Husband. They are moral features which stand in contrast with what is here, and betrothal could hardly be thought of apart from suitability. We are going to be like Christ eternally, but the effect of knowing this is that we purify ourselves even as He is pure. There is a remarkable link of communication between the top and the bottom in verses 21, 22. Jizreel is looked at as being down here on earth, but she is linked by a wonderful chain with Jehovah on high. There is no discord or want of harmony between the bottom and the top. It is wonderful to think of there being something down here which is in harmony with heaven, and with the divine Persons who are there. The saints are fitted, through infinite grace, to be with Christ up there, but they also become, by the work of God, morally suitable to Him down here. They would hardly have the true character of betrothed ones otherwise. Prophecy will not be needed in heaven, but it is necessary down here that conditions may be brought about in the saints morally and spiritually that correspond with what is above. 

    It is thus that a testimony is secured down here. And I will sow her unto me in the land, verse 23. In a future day Israel will appear on earth as the fruit of Gods sowing, and will show forth His praise. But Peter, having this very scripture in mind, gives it present application to the sojourners of the dispersion when he says, But ye are a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; who once were not a people, but now Gods people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy, 1 Peter 2: 9, 10. There is thus a present Jizreel, a present result of Gods sowing, but it is found in those who have come into affectionate relation with Christ, whom having not seen ye love, on whom though now not looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory, 1 Peter 1: 8. Such do really, in the spirit of it, call Him my husband; they are, indeed, betrothed to Him. Saints of the assembly ought not, surely, to be less active in their affections than Israel will be in a coming day. 

  
    HOSEA 2 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Hosea 2: 16 - 23; Hosea 3: 1 - 5

    CACThe turning-point with Israel, as with all of us, is the recognition that our relation with divine Persons is one of affection. In that day, saith Jehovah, ... thou shalt call me, My husband. In a coming day they will claim Him in that relation of affection. He has had to wait more than two thousand years for it, but He will not be content till He gets it. Jehovah became Man in order to meet the need of man, but all had in view this relation of affection. Then His being claimed in this relation, the rivals all lose their power, they all disappear. They shall no more be remembered by their name. And the Lord is not going to be content until that is so with each one of us. And it is so with every family. We have been singing, Reign without a rival there. So we should be altogether for Him, because He has been altogether for us  is not that the basis? It applies to the local assembly. The local assembly in Corinth had been espoused to Christ. The apostle says, I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ. 

    If we are consistent with the relation in affection, He will see to it that we are preserved from every hostile power. They were not so at Corinth, and the apostle says, But I fear. It is written there to act upon us all, if we hold the position. It is most affecting; it is Jehovah saying, I cannot bear not to have your whole-hearted affection. He cannot bear to have what is half-hearted or lukewarm, it is nauseous to Him. He cannot bear it. Love has gone to such lengths that it has established a righteous claim to our whole-hearted love. If we are not rendering it, we are not righteous. 

    In the previous section His dealings in love are to bring us to recognise the relationship of love, and say, My husband. Righteousness, judgment, loving-kindness, and faithfulness, these are features of the husband that come out in the betrothed company. They correspond with the features that marked Jehovah Himself; and there must be correspondence in them, or how could He enter into the marriage relationship? The prophetic word is to make us like Him down here, it is not to make us fit for heaven. It is for earth, not for heaven. The heavens ... shall hear the earth. It all goes up from the bottom. There will be no prophecy in heaven, so we had better make the most of the meetings for prophetic ministry, because we are not going to have many of them! 

    RemAs he is, we also are in this world is true of us. 

    CACYes, it is true of us abstractly; but when it comes to the practical side, it is, We know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure (1 John 3: 2, 3)  that is, down here. It is suitability brought about down here that corresponds with Him in the bond of love, with the sense of the resource there is in Him and of no need to turn anywhere else. Suitability is brought about through the care of the Husband. 

    And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith Jehovah, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the new wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jizreel. There will be freedom of communication between the top and the bottom  an unbroken chain from the top to the bottom. That is, there is that at the bottom that corresponds with the top. Think of a few saints down here in T. morally corresponding with Christ at the top! For it to be brought about down here is a greater triumph for God and for Christ than having the saints in glory. It is the result of having a personal link with Christ. So God gets it now, and in a better way in the saints of the assembly, as He will do in the remnant in the tribulation, because it is in conditions of contrariety and testing. It is all, I am convinced of it, that the assembly may be morally ready for presentation. 

    QuesWhat is meant by the purchase in chapter 3? 

    CACIn the prophets God has employed some very striking figures, and this is one. It shows how on the ground of purchase Jehovah secures His right, and the Lord does that with us all. It showed how, in spite of the depraved affections of Israel, Jehovah was unchanged in affection on His side. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between redemption and purchase? 

    CACRedemption is, you once had something and you lost it, and you get it back. Purchase is, you never did have it, but you acquire a right by purchase. 

    QuesWere not the Israelites redeemed? 

    CACThe position here is on the ground of purchase, which is equally tenable by the Gentile  Paul quotes this passage in Romans as establishing that principle. It is the whole relation of a purchased people. Ye are bought with a price. We have to see to it that what has been purchased shall be delivered. Barley is only used in the jealousy offering (Numbers 5: 15). It is an intimation of their unfaithfulness, so the jealousy offering has to come in. So it is a question for all of us whether we are abiding for Christ. We are to see to it that we do, and He will abide for us. Thou shalt abide for me many days ... and I will also be for thee, and that is as true today as when the prophet wrote it. 

    He has found the purchase price, and the ransom price, and the redemption price. When they realise it, they turn to Him (verse 5). It is made easy for us. It is no legal claim. We have to own the claim of love. If I do not, I am a dishonest person. You cannot get out of it. 

    QuesWhy is it, Jehovah their God, and David their king? 

    CACJehovah and His Christ are combined in one Person in our Lord Jesus Christ. And it is all looked at in relation to the departure. Then God in sovereignty works and brings them to accept the relationship, and as soon as they do, He undertakes everything for them. He says, I will also be for thee. 

  
    NOTES ON SCRIPTURE 1895 NO. 64 (JBS 8)

    Hosea 2: 14

    Behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her. And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of .Achor for a door of hope and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. It is very interesting and encouraging to remember all the way the blessed God has led you, so that eventually you shall sing in all the fervour of first love; I have learned this practically. For many years I asked the Lord that I might serve Him; at length I was brought into the wilderness. This world is a wilderness to you when you enjoy Christ in glory. Sorrow and disappointment do not make the world a wilderness to you. Tis the treasure Ive found in Thy love that has made me a pilgrim below. When I know Him in the holiest, as my resource in the presence of God, I am as one out of my element in this world; it is a dry and barren land to me, where no water is, but He sustains me to do His pleasure here. I may add for your encouragement that now, through the unaccountable goodness of God, I have more joy of heart than in my brightest day. The sense of His favour is better than life itself. Be assured that the highest and brightest desire of your heart will be more than fulfilled, but it will be in the wilderness that He will speak comfortably to you, and then He will be more to you than your heart could ever have desired. 

    May this greatest blessing be yours, so that you may enjoy His favour with unhindered delight. 

  
    RESPONSE FROM KNOWN RELATIONSHIPS (JT 24)

    Revelation 3: 9; Revelation 19: 7, 8; Ezekiel 16: 6 - 14; Hosea 2: 14 - 23

    These passages of scripture remind us that God intends us to be in a present known relationship with Him, and that there should be affections in keeping with this relationship. I refer to these scriptures because there is so much indefiniteness amongst us as the Lords people; there is so little understanding and realisation of the relationship or relationships into which we are brought. 

    I have read from Revelation first before I come to the types, because it bears directly upon us. It is light for us, especially in these days. It enlightens us in regard to the history of the assembly, so that we need not go outside of Scripture for that history; and, moreover, it enlightens us in regard to the history of the world in which we are called to move. We get instruction as to the history of Europe and its outgoings, and incidentally, too, as regards the heathen world, so that the believer understanding Revelation is instructed in everything. He has understanding of the times and he knows what Israel ought to do. What Israel ought to do is disclosed in the message to the assembly. There we have outlined the history of the assembly as it is under the eye of Christ, and we cannot have anything more accurately presented than what is presented thus. It is presented as under the eye of Christ, not as at a distance in heaven, but as walking in the midst of the seven golden lamps. He is not indeed seen in heaven; for John turns round to see the voice, as he says, and he sees the Lord in the midst of the seven golden lamps. 

    The Lord in His seven messages to the assemblies conveys His thought of them. The Holy Spirit, being the One whose word we are especially called upon to hear, is also here upon earth, and is active, amplifying, and, as I may say, particularising, and applying what the Lord says authoritatively. So the attentive reader and listener is not at a loss as to the history of the assembly, nor is he at a loss as to the particular period in which his lot is cast. He knows where to begin his dates; like Ezekiel of old, he dates from the captivity; he humbly accepts the captivity, a solemn fact! and dates from it. 

    And so when we come to the church in Philadelphia we are able to see that certain assembly affections, as I may call them, have been brought about. You may say, It does not say that Philadelphia loves Christ, but it does say that Christ loves Philadelphia, and that surely is a greater thing; and although we are not told in so many words that Philadelphia loves Christ, yet it says so in unmistakable facts, and thus He says to her, and hast kept my word. It is a stronger way, indeed, to put the fact that she loves Him, because the Lord says, or said to the disciples before He left them, If any one love me, he will keep my word. So that the fact is undeniable that she loves Him. She has come back to a knowledge of known relationship, and to the affections that belong to it. And so the wife  another important feature of this book  His wife has made herself ready. Is not that a proof of known relationship? Thus we see that the book of Revelation takes account of recovery, not only of the light in Romans  the light of the gospel as in earlier days  but also of the light of Ephesians. 

    It is that epistle that brings out the known assembly relationship. Romans lays the basis for it, as it does of everything  as the apostle says, That ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead. And so in Corinthians, the second letter, Paul says, I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ. These epistles lay the basis for the relationship, but Ephesians gives it to us in its fulness. He loved the assembly, we are told there, and gave Himself for it. He prepares it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. That was said to Christians who not only knew the love of Christ, but who loved Christ. The Lord, referring to that later, says, Thou hast left thy first love, not My first love. The most wonderful work of God appeared in that company. The testimony was presented in such power in their midst that the saints collectively were brought into direct relation to Christ. They loved Him with first or fresh love. If you were to ask me for the proof of it, I know of no better evidence than what is recorded in Acts 20, for Scripture loves to illustrate. We have direct statements in Scripture upon which we may hang our faith with certainty, but we also have the most perfect illustrations, and so that chapter in the Acts brings out that the Ephesians loved Paul. They wept when he left them. They all wept sore, and fell on Pauls neck, and kissed him. He was the representative of Christ to them; he had brought the testimony of Christ to them; he was, as I may say, the personal representative of Christ. He represented Christ personally in regard to the assembly. He had the greatest possible trust committed to him, and that was the administration of the assembly. He brought the assembly to Christ by his ministry, and the saints loved him. The Ephesians loved him. The chapter abounds with expressions and evidences of love. 

    Now Revelation shows that there has been a return to that, not in quantity, surely, but as I may say, in quality. I want to show from the types in the prophets how this has come about, for, as I said, the prophets of the Old Testament illustrate things for us; they bring in details that we do not get in the New. If we read them in the light of the New Testament they amplify the New, and bring them out, but if we approach the New from the Old, we shall subvert the New, and that is what Christendom has done. If you take up any thought in the Old Testament and carry it through into the New, it will subvert in the New what it typifies. If you take up the Old Testament in the light of the New Testament, you have details of what is definitely intended for our instruction in righteousness. So I refer to Ezekiel. I take him to represent in the Old Testament what corresponds to John in the New. 

    As I have already said, Ezekiel almost habitually gives dates from the captivity. He in no wise sought to hide the shame of the captivity; and so it is our wisdom to recognise at every turn the captivity of the assembly, so to speak. Ezekiel throughout his book, as you may see if you look into it, gives date after date from the captivity. The last date referred to is the twenty-fifth year of the captivity (see chapter 40: 1), and in that year the prophet is brought by the Spirit in the visions of God into the land of Israel, and set upon a very high mountain. He is brought into the full light of divine thoughts. How very fitting that he should connect the captivity with that! It is as we humbly bow to the discipline of God in His governmental dealings that we are in a position to get light as to the purposes of His love. 

    I refer now to chapter 16 of this prophet, and wish to show how he speaks of the beginnings of Jehovahs relations with His people; how that He entered into a definite relation with them, but He did so on His own terms. Yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee ... and thou becamest mine. Let us never forget that He entered into covenant with her. He made her to live, He beautified and ornamented her, and it was the time of love; like Ephesians, there was affection, as He says in Jeremiah, I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals. There was love there, and so He took her up and entered into covenant with her and she became His. How precious is that! For I need not say that it was written for us, to remind us of what the assembly was to Christ at the beginning; how she was made to live, how she was decked with ornaments and was exceeding beautiful, so that she was suitable to be united to Him. 

    It is well to be reminded that the Lord is not satisfied with any appearances that we may put on. One is humbled at times in contemplating what is presented to Christ. The Lords supper is that which is specially designed to lead us to take up these covenant relations. The Lord is not prepared to be satisfied with anything. We see in this passage in Ezekiel how particular Jehovah was. If He entered into a covenant with her, it was as having a beauty which was perfect, through His comeliness which He had put upon her. The Lord looks for that in us, and so one desires to sit down and partake of the Lords supper as being of the assembly  of that which He has made to live, which He has washed, and anointed, and clothed, and decked with every ornament of beauty, so that it is befitting, and moreover that it should be the time of love, for that is what He looks for. That is what marked the beginning when the Lord appeared to above five hundred brethren at once. What a moment it was for Him as for them! They were brethren. They were brethren in His account. They were brethren in Pauls account, for it is Paul who tells us of that appearing. What a moment, I repeat, it was for Him and for them! May I not say that it is the time of love? 

    What response He gets! for they were brethren, not in name only, but in reality. They were those who understood Marys message. That is who they were. 

    Now I want to show you for a moment how recovery is brought about. Hosea contemplates recovery. Jehovah says, Behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak to her heart, and Israel shall say, I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than now. How many of the Lords dear people on earth at the present time, if they only had the light of the assemblys pristine relation with Christ, would truthfully be able to say this? One feels for the poverty that marks many of the people of God, and so the ministry of the moment is, I believe, outlined in these verses. He says, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness ... . And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope. That is His proposal. The ministry that is proceeding, dear brethren, is on this line. God is leading His beloved people into the light of known relationship with Him, and into the light of the assembly in relation to Christ. That is what the ministry is leading us to, if we have not yet arrived at it. I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness; that is to say, we are separated from the world. It is not geographically so, as of old; it refers to the change in our souls. The things that interested us in the world interest us no more. The testimony of Christ has come to us, and the allurement of Christ, and the compelling power of God, would bring us outside the world as to the state of our souls so as to be brought consciously into a known relationship with Christ  a present, known relationship. She is united to Him  union is known as a present reality. And so He says, I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth. 

    Abroad in Christendom terms are being used by people referring to God and referring to Christ that might with equal force be used in heathendom; corresponding terms, indeed, are employed in heathendom for their deities. It is simply that the world has changed its deity, carrying over the same terms without any real understanding or knowledge of God or Christ, and that is truly nauseous to Him. So He says, I do not want that, I want terms indicating a known relationship. The Lord looks for that, for expressions disclosing what is in our hearts, not borrowed ones, not terms that can be used in the current legal systems around, but expressions which are from the heart. Hence He says, Thou shalt call me Ishi, meaning my husband! 

    In the address to Philadelphia you will note how the overcomer is promised things that belong to Christ. The terms, the temple of my God, the name of my God, the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God, are all a question of what belongs to Christ, and the Lord looks for expressions that come from the heart that express a known relationship with Him. Any others are objectionable to Him. Take an expression like The Lord Jesus; the apostle says, No man can say that Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit. It is not, of course, that the words may not be employed, but it cannot be said in the sense in which the Lord accepts it, except by the Spirit. How often do we speak to Him consciously by the Spirit? 

    Now what we find in Romans is the action of the Spirit to bring the love of God into the heart. That is the first great service of the Spirit in Romans, and that is the basis of all further operations. The love of God is brought into the heart, because God intends to be in known relationship with us on His own terms. So the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Spirit and in chapter 8 we cry, Abba, Father, 

    by the Spirit. We thus see that God would have us in conscious relationship to Himself, and that the terms expressing the responsive affections that belong to it are by the Spirit. How living, therefore, everything is! Christs relation to the assembly, and as between the Father and us. We say Lord Jesus by the Spirit, and we say Abba, Father, by the Spirit. So He says; I will remove all else, I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth. You are to say Ishi, my husband. Then He says that the relationship is to be fixed, that is, it is to be unassailable. The passage shows that the relationship is to be unassailable in the sense that a marriage bond is celebrated and no one present is to forbid it. He says, I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies, even also in faithfulness; He says, I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness. You see how impregnable the position is. Do we not need to be purified in our souls by these unassailable things? God Himself has done it. He has betrothed us to Himself, as He says, in righteousness and in judgment and in loving-kindness and in mercy and in faithfulness. Can any one forbid it? No! Just as in Romans 8 no one can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, so no one can forbid the holy bonds into which we are brought. 

    I think you will thus see that what God is aiming at is to give assurance of soul in the relations in which we are set, and that in these relations the Holy Spirit is the power so that there may be response in intelligent expressions, respectful surely, reverent surely, but terms that express affection and loving response to the Father and to the Son. In order to fortify us still further God makes a covenant for them, as He says, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground, so that He might make them lie down safely. Such is the way in which God would encourage us and fortify us in recovery, so that we may proceed unharassed in the enjoyment of our relationship with Him. 

    Then it says, I will sow her unto me in the earth. I apprehend that by sowing He desires that there should be multiplication. For unless there be sowing, there will be a drying up and dying out. Nothing can save from natural death unless there be sowing, and so the Lord says, I will sow her unto me in the earth. There will also be in that day a line of communications; He says, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jizreel. He provides everything for our nourishment in this way. Have we not proved it? He is looking for the maintenance in our souls of these direct communications. We need no indirect ones. The saints have direct access to God. I will hear, saith the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jizreel. Thus there are communications; so we are not dependent upon anything in this world. We are set up in complete independence of it, in the corn and the wine. I will sow her unto me in the earth. The Lord is looking for multiplication, for fruit, as He said to His disciples, That ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain. The Lord is helping His people to increase on the line of sowing; and this involves death. That is the principle. 

    Although God is looking on to the day of public recognition, yet He would not give us to understand that He recognises us publicly now, because we have to accept the shame of the departure, and to reckon our dates from the captivity, but He is looking on to it. The Lord says, Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. What a prospect! When He says, that I have loved thee, He means the assembly. Nothing less than that is in His mind. Thus here He says, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God. 

    The Lord give us the sense of it now. We know that He loves us, but He is going to make it public, and those who are of the synagogue of Satan (a terrible word!) shall come and worship before our feet (when I say our I mean the assembly). Thus He proves that what He was to her at the beginning He is to her at the end. It is coming to light now, and so we read, His wife hath made herself ready, and further we read, And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of saints. 

  
    SOWING (JT 58)

    Genesis 8: 22; Zechariah 10: 9; Hosea 2: 23; Galatians 6: 8

    The brethren will observe that sowing is in mind; so I have read these scriptures. It is a sowing time. The passage in Genesis 8 contemplates this time; while the earth remains this time continues. That is to say, the time of sowing is contemporary with the age of the earth, the present age of it. No doubt most of us know there are to be a new heavens and a new earth wherein righteousness dwells. There are to be such but they are not yet. What is now is the present earth and God has granted it certain advantages which are to be noted. When it ceases these advantages will cease; that is to say, seed-time and harvest will cease; cold and heat will cease; summer and winter will cease; day and night will cease. Therefore, we are in limitations; we are not in eternal conditions; they are limited conditions, extending from the beginning of time till now. But still, in the mind of God that is not a very long period, but God is pleased to grant these advantages to the earth and we are enjoying them too. Christians are as well as others; Christians more; they are the only ones who really do enjoy the mercies of God. Others take them as if they should be, as if men had a right to them, whereas they have not. We have a right to nothing as men in the flesh. Of course, we do know something about the rights of men and the like, but I am speaking now of actual facts that God speaks of. They are found in the word of God, the scriptures; and so we do well as brethren to be humbled in the light of these things. If we are not Christians then we do well to learn to be humble about them, because it is as we are humble about the mercies of God that God may continue them to us. If they are just mercies they are not our rights; they are Gods rights. 

    Well now, as I said, among these things is the matter of sowing; seed-time and harvest; it is a question of the time. The Spirit of God uses the idea of sowing very prominently throughout the Scriptures and I call attention to the matter now to show how it applies to persons; persons sown. What is in the passage read refers doubtless to cereals and the like, vegetables, what is sown to produce a crop for mens benefit; but then the thought is enlarged in the prophets, as you will see, in the passages read, to apply to men; men, women and children. And so in this remarkable passage in Zechariah Jehovah says, And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. This is remarkable, dear brethren. It has a peculiar sort of application today, although not literally, because this is prophetic and we are not living in the age of prophecy in this sense; not that prophecy has not got light for us, nourishment and food for us, but it strictly belongs to the earth and Gods purposes as regards the earth and this passage is included in that. The time is coming when the Jews, to be simple, will be sown. It does not say they sow themselves, nor does it say they are sown in a goodly position, but it is among the peoples. God will proceed on these lines presently and we who are instructed in the scriptures and who know something about prophecy, which we should, everyone of us, we know something about the prophetic map, to use a familiar phrase, a good one; so that we can put our finger on the part of the earth that any prophecy alludes to, because it does certainly allude to the earth, and we can put our finger on any part of it to which prophecy may refer. But here the allusion is very general. And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. God is doing the thing. It may be that He is beginning to do it already, but I would say that what I said is true: that the prophecies refer to the earth and they refer largely to Israel, although they refer to nations too, but they refer to the earth. What we see here is evidently future. We cannot go out among the nations  I have been over most of them myself and I do not know of any Jews that I can regard as sown among the nations. I know on good authority that a large number, maybe five millions of them have been destroyed during the past few years. It is an awful thing and God does not ignore it either. But it is not sowing; men are destroying men. When the sowing begins God will do it and He will do it presently. But it is a terrible thing that, we might say, Christians are responsible in a certain sense for the conduct of men generally. I mean to say, we cannot lift up our heads in the presence of these things without shame that the human race is capable of such a terrible atrocity as the destruction of five million or more people of a certain class, besides the others that are not mentioned. I was told fourteen millions were destroyed in the last war  not Jews  and I do not know that there are any less in this war. It is an awful thing that we have such hearts; men and women as they are here on this earth, that we have hearts capable of such conduct, such atrocity, such wickedness; but it is so, and it is well for us to face it before God and think of what the race is capable of. 

    But then this a beautiful thought, I think. I just mention it for a moment. And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. So that we can comfort ourselves, which we are entitled to do as knowing God. He is the God of all comfort. There is no comfort outside of God, but God is infinite. So we have plenty of scope. God is infinite, but He is the God of all comfort. And, as I said, there is comfort in this thought that God is presently to begin to sow his earthly people among the countries. The devil sows too. The Lord Jesus speaks about Himself, sowing the good seed, the sons of the kingdom. The Lord Jesus speaks about sowing sons, the sons of the kingdom of God. It is presently said that an enemy sowed tares in the same field. Tares are a useless thing; a useless weed resembling wheat. They are an imitation of what God is sowing. That is to say, Christendom has persons who are like Christians to that extent, but they are absolutely useless or worse. The devil has sown them. Someone comes to the Master and says to Him, You have sown good seed in the field but there are tares coming up. These tares are coming up. The Lord says, An enemy has done it. Who is the enemy? The devil. At least he has those who are sown on the earth, in Christendom, and the Lord says to leave them alone. We cannot destroy them. There are those who would destroy the Jews and have sought to do it, but God has dealt the same to them. It is not for us to destroy these useless weeds or tares. God will do that. The angels of God will come presently and bind them in bundles and burn them. These are the things that God will do on the earth. He will burn them. They will be bound up. No doubt it refers to societies with wicked doctrines and the angels of God will come down and deal with them; bind them up in bundles and burn them. That is what the Spirit of God says. 

    But here we have sowing. And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me.. That is the point, dear brethren, that will come out at that time. People will begin to remember God, 

    instead of going in for all that this world yields. The Jews particularly go in for it; millions of them go in for what the world affords them. They have nothing else; they live in it, alas! But presently we have another seed which God sows, among the peoples too. They are still here and there among the nations; not back in their own lands, but God will begin to work in them where they are, as He does now with normal Christians. God begins to work in us as in the place where we are and presently we will return. That is what it says here: And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. That is very comforting. People go to the movies and take their children too. It is a terrible thing to see those children led to those terrible places where they are only dealt out the worst kind of thing to feed on. The parents are turning around and the children are turning around. The parents live with the children. What a changed world it will be, but it is going to come, thank God! That is what keeps us going  hope. The hope of the Christian is the going thing; it keeps us going. It is God. Hope fills our hearts, but never greater hope than I am now speaking of. I am not going to turn aside to dwell on the great things we can speak of in regard of hope, but what I am speaking of is very comforting, that God will presently begin to work in all those countries; here in America and in the whole of the British Empire and even among the heathen. Many of us here hardly realize the number of persons known as heathens. There are probably ten millions of people actual heathens. As soon as you think of these things you begin to humble yourself and to think, surely God will come in  this cannot go on forever, nor will it, for God is long-suffering, not willing that any should perish, and He is getting in the assembly the greatest thing in the universe. I am not speaking of that now; I am speaking of what God will do presently among the Jews and where they will be; whether they be in Christendom here or in heathendom, God will begin to work here and there and He will sow them. He says, And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me .... What a change! Take for instance, where we are here in this town today, and we see the people moving along to some place where the Lord Jesus is remembered, where the Lords supper is celebrated, and where we see people moving in that track we would rejoice. But we do not see many. There are some who remember God. I hope there is no one here who does not, because this is the point of this meeting, that someone might be stirred up to remember God. If there is someone that does not remember God, if you have drifted away, do not stay there. Remember God. And they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. That is, they are turning toward Jerusalem. Jerusalem will be the great objective now for the Jews when God begins to sow; when the sowing time comes for them. When He begins to sow in far countries they will begin to move. There will be regular flocks of them going toward Jerusalem, undoubtedly; but they shall live with their children and return. It is almost sure that if a man gets wrong, he gets wrong about his wife and his children; but here he gets right about his wife and his children. 

    Now I will go on to the next passage to confirm what I said. It says, And I will sow her unto me in the land. That is another matter. It refers undoubtedly to the land of Canaan, the promised land. God says, I spied it for Israel, as if a man were in an airplane and looked down and saw some land and saw it with such clearness it was delightful to his eye. 

    He says, I want that land for my people. That is exactly what God has done. There is no other land like it. You say, it is not easy to show it now. Very likely; but it will be. God will make it just what He saw. He is going to see the thing presently just as He did see it before. The fact of the matter is, dear brethren, that we were all seen and taken account of by God away back in eternity. But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified. Romans 8: 30. These are divine things and they apply to everyone of us here. We are nearly all Christians, I believe, and each of us is taken account of in that way. Before we had any being at all God saw us and He made us according to that pattern, so to speak, so that we are seen of Him according to that pattern. Each one of us is to be conformed to the image of Gods Son. That is the pattern. We are taken up before we had any being at all, and then called, and then justified, and then glorified. That is what has happened. It is a most wonderful thing, really, and ought to fill our hearts, that God has so regarded us, and we are now under His eye according to what He has purposed, and He is conforming us to the image of His Son; all to be like Jesus. 

    So as I have said, the land of Canaan was spied by Him. He says, I spied it and selected it; and He says to His people Israel, I am going to give it to you. I will just read a verse in Deuteronomy 8, that you may get some idea of the land that God has in His mind for them. It says in verse 7, For Jehovah thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey; a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, where thou shalt lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper. And thou shalt eat and be filled, and shalt bless Jehovah thy God for the good land which he hath given thee. Well now, you see, this is the divine word and you say, Well, I cannot find it. I certainly should not attempt to find it save as it is here as in the mind of God. It is there. That is enough. It will all come out in its perfection, and we shall see these same people that are sown in the countries now in that same land sown by God presently. That is what we get in the passage I read in Hosea 2, And I will sow her unto me in the land; and I will have mercy upon Lo-ruhamah. That is what will happen. It will be a land like that presently in the same confines as we have in Asia. The land of Canaan is a very small piece of land. If men were sent out to judge its value and knew all the different parts of it as the spies of old did, we should perhaps today find very little. I should say any bit of good land in this country is equal or better; any good bit of land in England is equal or better, and so in France, and so in Germany, but I am concerned about Gods mind. That is pure gold to me, that mind of God. He can bring things about; He can call things that are not as if they were. He can bring things about; it is nothing to Him. Job says, I know that thou canst do everything; and so do I, and so does every Christian here who is really so. I will say again that God can do everything. Sometimes we may say a thing like that and forget that it refers to oneself. Whatever His mind is as to me He can do it. What is His mind as to all of us here, dear brethren? It is to raise us up and make us like Jesus. That is what His mind is: to conform us to the image of His Son. That is the scripture in Philippians 3. So that you see how well off we are, and what I am saying now is just to make us feel we are well off and that wonderful things belong to us, and that we are ourselves wonderful according to the mind of God. We do not need anything more than that. God will bring it to pass; confide in Him. This beautiful passage I have read in Deuteronomy is one of the most beautiful you can get in regard to the land. No need for any more iron ore or gold, South African gold, or those diamonds down there in the mines, thousands of feet down; no more need for these. The land of Canaan will have everything that man needs on this earth. God will show that. He will show how it can be brought about that all the best things according to man are found in the land of Canaan. He has spied it for them and it is all going to come about. I think what I am saying is just to try and encourage our hearts as to the great things that are designed for us and the great things we are designed for; for those who form the assembly are the very highest conception of what I am saying. The assembly is the greatest thought in the whole universe and we belong to it, dear brethren. Everyone of us Christians here is part of it. 

    So this verse says, And I will sow her unto me in the land; and I will have mercy upon Lo-ruhamah; and I will say to Lo-ammi, Thou art my people; and they shall say, My God. You see what beautiful language there is there between God and us. We are His people and He is our God. He is our God. That is the position that these verses put us into, dear brethren. I have just read them, and now I go back to my verse in Galatians, which is, perhaps, a different view-point, but necessary to speak of now, that we should be concerned about this matter of sowing. I have presented to you the bright side of my subject, and I think you will agree it is a bright side too. Now I want to come to the searching side, and yet not without its brightness as I shall show. It says in verse 8, For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life. I have been speaking about sowing in countries; I have been speaking about sowing in Canaan, and now I have read about a person sowing to his own flesh. I stop at that to cause you to think a little bit. How are you going to sow to your own flesh? You know, naturally we like our own flesh. We speak of our relatives as our own flesh and blood. We speak of our children as our own flesh and blood. Of course we like them. How are we to sow to them, to our own flesh? I am not speaking of your relatives now, your children, I am speaking of your own personal body, my own body. How am I to sow to it? I do not know of anything more searching. I hope it is searching to everyone of us. Oh, how we do naturally love ourselves; lovers of ourselves, lovers of our own selves. How we love to look in the glass and if there is any little bit of beauty to admire it. Or, if there be any little bit of ability to admire it; poetical ability or whatever it may be, to admire it. I know what that is and you do, I am sure. Everyone here knows what that means. It is a most searching matter. You turn over the picture of your own self in your drawing-room or your dining-room or your bedroom and you see the things you like; looking at pictures, photographs and the like. It is a great matter, this thing over the shoulder  taking pictures, taking photographs. It is one of the greatest things now with travellers. Everyone likes to have something strung over his shoulder with photographic accoutrements. It must be there, and it is to bring out the beauty of the things that be. You know I am not saying that the brethren are not beautiful in a moral sense and that beauty shows in the photographs, but I do say there is too much of it. It is not worth the trouble. But then I am talking about that and making allowance for all that; in the drawing-room and the dining-room and bedroom  wherever it be  these are brought out and there are the persons. What is to be seen? Presently I turn the page over and I find this word from the verse I read, For he that sows to his own flesh, there is no mistake as to what is meant. It is not simply his sons or daughters; it is his own flesh; it is himself. For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh. That is to say, that same old flesh; shall reap corruption. See what you make of that. You say, anybody can talk like that and belittle other people and talk against persons; anybody can do that. And that is true; but I am seeking to tell the truth just as it is, and it is the Spirit of God I am quoting; no less than the Spirit of God. For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh. It is as sure as anything can be. You say, is it Gods truth? It is Gods truth. It is the actual word of God Himself, and He is telling us that if we sow to our own flesh we shall of that same flesh reap corruption. The passage in Genesis refers to seed-time and harvest, and it is the harvest I am now speaking of. The reaping is corruption, and, of course, all these things happen on the earth. Corruption comes out but we soon cover it over, or try to; but before God, there it is; not only the physical but the moral side. We read of loving our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. How real that is. In incorruption refers to my state; I love Him in incorruption. My state in loving Him is incorruptible. I do not claim it and not have it real; the love I have for Christ is to be real. But then, think of what my own flesh is that I pride myself in as an unconverted man and, maybe, as an unspiritual Christian too; what I have to admit that I have reaped now that I have got older; because, you know, the reaping time is then. Personal beauty and personal ability are affected by age, and all that goes with youth and manliness comes down. Age affects it. It is very solemn that age affects everything. Beauty goes, the marvellous intelligence that we sometimes speak of, and the poetic power and all that goes. Age will affect all that. Man goes to his long home. That is how it reads. The mourners go about the streets. It is a most sorrowful thing to see people ignoring all this, and yet there is nothing truer than that age will bring about these conditions, so that corruption is present. It is to be reaped. As middle-age passes some may know it, and then partially old-age and then old-age and then dotage. These things happen but they begin early. The reaping begins early. It is reaping after the sowing. Where one sows to his own flesh it is corruption. I do not wish to occupy you unduly with it, dear brethren, but still it is needed that our Christianity should become real. 

    So the other side is beautiful and glorious and stimulating. But he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life. So that now you come to the open flowers of Solomons type; the half-open flowers. It is a question of life. Life is seen in flowers particularly and, of course, in all creation the type is there. But I can hardly undertake to picture eternal life, the word is so marvellous; eternal life. Everlasting is hardly as strong as eternal. Eternal carries its own meaning with it. You might say it is a word coined by the Spirit of God to treat of that great subject, namely, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Wages on the one hand, gift on the other. Eternal life is a gift. 

    So I would just leave you with that, if I may. The time is coming as to this matter of reaping eternal life after the sowing. You say, well, I thought it was gift. 

    It is gift, but at the same time it is a product of sowing, and gift is one thing and sowing is another. If you sow for a crop you get eternal life, if you sow for it you will surely get it. It is the same eternal life that God gives, but nevertheless it is peculiarly precious. It is the fruit of my own sowing. God says, there it is; it is what you have been sowing all these years. I am going to give it to you in heaven. It is going to shine there in relation to all the saints. I am going to give it to you here even. And the end eternal, life, Romans 6: 22. Apply it at the present time. So that we are enjoined to lay hold of eternal life. Where is it? It is in Christ. But it is possible to get it by sowing. It is worthwhile understanding, too. I do not feel that I am boring you to seek to put it upon you to understand it. There is such a thing as sowing to the Spirit and reaping eternal life. It is the most precious crop I can name that becomes a yield to us from the sowing, and the sowing is to the Spirit, the blessed Spirit of God, sowing to Him. What a range of things to our minds, to our affections, to throw out our seed into that soil, the rich soil of the Spirit of God, and the crop coming back in due time. It is a question of sowing. He that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life. It comes exactly where you sow it. The Spirit of God yields it so that it comes back to you. I have a precious thing of my own sowing, my own commodity, as it were, and God would so regard it, so that we can enjoy it. It is His gift, but nevertheless it is brought about this way: namely, it can come from your sowing. May God help us, dear brethren, according to His mind, in all these matters. 

  
    SINGING IN THE WILDERNESS (JT 60)

    Hosea 2:14,15; Exodus 15:1; Numbers 21:17,18

    I have in mind to say something about singing, and have selected these three scriptures with a view to speaking of the first as initial to my subject, the second as arising from victory, and the third as arising from the Spirit. The Spirit is, in truth, the only proper source of service, and especially of singing. Singing is an important part of the service of God, and the Spirit is the power of it. The apostle Paul says, I will sing with the spirit and I will pray with the spirit, 1 Corinthians 14:15, as if to suggest that singing is on a level with prayer and ought to be so regarded, not only because of what it yields to God, but because of what it yields to ourselves. We are enjoined to be filled with the Spirit; speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord; giving thanks at all times for all things to him who is God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Ephesians 5:19,20. We are to sing to ourselves in that sense. 

    Now the first scripture is from the prophets, and it alludes to Israel. I have selected it because it fits in with what I had in mind, those circumstances of trouble, circumstances of sorrow, which have been in great measure poured out on the people of God, as well as on all men; but I am speaking now of the people of God. They are sharing in these matters. There is, however, the difference that Israel is here viewed as needing allurement, and other things, as I wish to show. She is evidently disconsolate, as many of us are apt to be, to say the least, and in that state we can hardly serve God, or even please God, and our scripture encourages us that there is such a thing as allurement out of these discouraging circumstances, circumstances into which we may have helped ourselves. So we get here in the verse read, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her, Hosea 2:14 or, in other words, speak to her heart, for that is the real meaning of the passage. One ventures to believe that we all need something like this allurement on the divine side, and a word spoken to our hearts. Then the scripture holds out hope in the condition of discouragement, for every heart knows its own bitterness, and there is much to cause bitterness and sorrow, and perhaps, regret; and so the need for relief coming to us, and that is the end in ministry; it supplies this need, it meets the situation, and indeed every exigency arising, from whatever cause, so that it is met divinely. 

    We have here an allusion to the wilderness, not exactly to a geographical wilderness as contemplated in the book of Exodus and the book of Numbers, but what may be a wilderness at the present moment in our circumstances, and the want of what the land yields; I mean, the land of promise. That is another thing I would stop to speak of, that in times such as we have been through, such as we are in, and such as we are likely to continue in to some extent, the Lord would remind us of the idea of promise. We have, in connection with it an oath on the part of God, that by two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong consolation. God swore by Himself as to promise, and I would stop to speak of that as a matter of the greatest importance, that we take hold of the promises. There was no need for God to swear; there would be no need for God to swear to those who love Him. Those who love Him trust Him, believe what He says; but at the same time, as I said, we are apt to get disconsolate and discouraged, and to forget what God is to us; that He is the Same, that there is no change with Him; and so the need of being kept up by the idea of promise, and to this end God has been pleased to have recourse to an oath. He has a right to do that, especially if it be a means of stirring up and encouraging our weak hearts, perhaps unbelieving hearts, and so I would urge the idea of laying hold of the promises. 

    You remember how Abraham, when he offered up Isaac, returned to his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba, and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba, Genesis 22:19. God had sworn to him just then, He had sworn to him concerning things He would bring to pass, and Abraham, as it were, said, We had better go down and live where these oaths can be made good. It is as if you were to present your cheque to God, it would be honoured at Beer-sheba. That is a most important matter, especially for the young people. 

    Well, now we see here how Israel was to be allured into the wilderness and her heart spoken to, then what the land yields is proposed. It says, I will give her her vineyards from thence; Hosea 2:15, that is what belongs to us. God, we are told, has anointed us, that is to make us distinguished and useful and dignified in what we are doing for Him, and He has sealed us; that is, has placed His mark of ownership upon us, we belong to God; and then, He has given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. He has given us that; what a gift is yours and mine! So the word says that her vineyards are hers. Whatever God has given us in Christ, is ours. He has given us the Spirit, the great gift of God through redemption, but also through asking. He has given it to us, and it is yours, it is mine, and so her vineyards are her own. There is much we are accredited with, which God has given to us as ours; even though it be through redemption it is gift. Even if we are not enjoying it, if we are real, God is holding it for us in reserve. And so He says, I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope, Hosea 2:15, meaning that something has happened that is causing trouble, because Achor means trouble, and trouble probably as arising from something in ourselves, some misdoing, some misdeed. But God is drawing near, as you are here to hear His word, you are in the place of gift, in the divine realm. All is different now. In a hail like this full of saints, our presence involves the divine realm, Gods realm, where are the saints of God, and the sense of His giving, His benevolence, His faithfulness, His forgiveness, all these things belong to a place like this. The whole matter is changed. 

    You all remember how the Lord Jesus came to the disciples where they were. In John 20 they were in the upper room, and He came to them, and so we are here, a good many of us, and He comes here, He has come. And so it is a divine realm where the most blessed things are current. You are conscious, that you are in the divine realm, not simply that things are said by someone, but that what is of God impresses the mind and heart; and so we may use such an expression as, It is good we should be here. Matthew 17:4. God loves to have us, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, but being together as we are now. So, as I was remarking, He says, I will give her, hope. Hosea 2:15. I believe hope is the scarcest thing amongst us. Even love is more plentiful, or more to be felt than hope. You say to me, Well, faith, hope, love, the greatest of these is love; but, notwithstanding the greatness of love, I venture to say that hope is scarce amongst the brethren. 

    Israel has got what we spoke of; that is, trouble; and who of us is not aware of trouble that is his own, something in which he has part, something which he has caused? Well, God is saying to us, I will give you hope to lift you out of that; I will turn it into hope! So He says, I will give her, the valley of Achor for a door of hope. Hosea 2:15. A door is something into which we enter, and Achor, this trouble, is here viewed as a door into hope, and we know that hope does not make ashamed. Why? because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, Romans 5:5 the blessed Comforter here for everyone of us. Whatever it be, these matters that I am speaking of, whichever of them it is or all of them, the Holy Spirit is here to help us in regard of them. The terrible things that have happened are calculated all the time to affect us. There is much on which to reflect; there is much involved, and there are also the losses incurred, which are colossal. I need not say that. Those here know better than I what are the losses that are being incurred by all men, and by the brethren, these losses bringing about distress, maybe, depriving us of our joy, depriving us of our song. Will a man rob God? Malachi 3:8. Well, he may do it because of his own poverty, and God is aiming, in what I am saying, to bring about better conditions. I have no hesitation in saying that my effort tonight is calculated to better the conditions amongst the brethren, including myself, of course, and to encourage hope. Things might be far worse than they are. 

    So the trouble is turned into hope, because it is Gods matter. God has done it. He would say today, It is My matter; I have done this. That makes a great difference. Who could have done it but God? You may say, The devil had to do with it, but even with Paul, though the thorn in the flesh was from the devil, the Lord had sent it. I say again, Who could have brought about this terrible disaster in the world but God? and who could change it but God? and He has changed it in measure, but not altogether, and perhaps He will not change it. Perhaps we need to carry it, the brethren in each locality, and He is telling us that He gives us the door of hope, that the very sorrow, the very trouble is to be a door of hope. Following on that we have in verse 15: And she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. Hosea 2:15. 

    Now I am going to link on the prophet with Exodus, but I do urge that hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts Romans 5:5 (a remarkable expression) but not any further. The abroad refers to our hearts, not other hearts, and no other organs in us either. The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts, and by no less an Agent than the blessed Spirit of God Himself; shed abroad, by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. Romans 5:5. He is ours, and that is one of His services, to keep the love of God burning in our hearts, and the word abroad refers to the limits of our hearts, and nowhere else. So that we have to understand (he that reads let him understand Matthew 24:15) what the passage means, and make application of it. Take it home to ourselves, as our own property, and use it. 

    Here in Hosea the word is, she shall sing there. Hosea 2:15. You say, It is not the wilderness of Sinai. No, but it is the wilderness. It is called the wilderness. You remember John the baptist was brought into the deserts, meaning that his was a desert life for the sake of the testimony, for the sake of his service. Desert is necessary, wilderness is necessary, and God is pleased, it may be, to turn our circumstances into a wilderness; and that wilderness becomes His servant, so that now she sings there, as if she was a wilderness person and could sing in the wilderness. She has been brought into the wilderness position with the power to sing in her heart; that is, you overcome the pressure of the desert. 

    In the desert God will teach thee 
What the God that thou hast found  
Patient, gracious, powerful, holy; 
All His grace shall there abound. (76:6) 
  
    SOWING (JT 98)
    

    
    
  
  
    SOWING (JT 98)

    Genesis 27: 26, 27; Hosea 2: 23; Psalm 97: 11; Leviticus 19: 19

    I wish to speak of sowing, it being the great sowing time, with a view to a great crop for God. 

    The Lord, as is well known, speaks much of this in His parabolic ministry. A well-known chapter that speaks much of this great matter is Matthew 13, and it is to be noted, if we are to understand the full bearing of the Lords instructions, that His first parable is general, without reference to the ground or area of the sowing, the sowing being His. The second parable is His field, and so also is the parable of the mustard seed-it is in His field. That is to say, the field is His, the Sowers. 

    We have also in that chapter the field in which the treasure was found; that field is not said to be the property of the man who found the treasure. He acquired the field. He bought it. So that we have in these allusions to the field, dear brethren, proprietary rights, whereas the first sowing is general and the quality of the ground varies. There are in it four kinds of sowing area, one only of which yields, one only of which is called good ground. 

    Now I wish to work on these lines in what I have to say, so I began with the idea of a field in Genesis. It is a believer, to make it very simple, and not a mere nominal believer, but one who is genuine, and who shows his genuineness by his appreciation of what comes to him from God. This is a matter of importance, especially to our young brothers and sisters here, or young persons generally. The application of the word field, as seen in this chapter, is contingent on genuineness, faith. 

    Jacob, as you all doubtless know, was marked off before he was born, as in the mind of God for blessing, and the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. The enemy would seek to prevent the accomplishment of the divine thought in its subject, and he did not fail in this case. His effort was marked, and his instrument, alas, convenient, in the father of this subject of the divine purpose, a sorrowful suggestion that a father or mother, or other near relatives may become the instrument in the hand of the enemy to prevent, to endeavour to prevent the blessing reaching its object. 

    It is sorrowful to have to mention this as to Isaac, remarkable type of Christ as he was, one who, as this very chapter testifies, had faith, for the New Testament says he blessed both Jacob and Esau; he did it by faith. But he had earlier been affected by natural appetite, a very solemn reminder to us who are parents, to judge what is natural, or we may be found the instrument in the hands of Satan to divert the blessing. Not indeed that it can be diverted, but how solemn it is that we should be in his hands as aiming at the diversion of the blessing from the one for whom it is designed. 

    We are told that Isaac ate of Esaus venison and loved him accordingly. How sorrowful the suggestion! Esau was a man of the field, and provided for his father on natural lines. Think of a man of faith loving his son or daughter because of his or her natural proclivities, and feeding on what they provide, and allowing himself to be blinded by this natural ministration. One can understand how a young man in college or school, with ability and fine attainments after mans thought, may minister to the natural proclivities of his parent, and divert his parent from the path of faith as to him, while on the other hand, a devoted son or daughter, who values the blessing of God, may be disregarded. 

    So it was, beloved, in this case. It is said that Isaac loved Esau; whereas, as time ran its course, and Esau had ample opportunity to show what he was, receiving kindness from God and from his brethren, it is said of him that Jehovah hated him, a very strong word. How sorrowful that a parent should be found loving in his son or daughter that which God hates. How serious that a man of faith should thus be found diametrically opposed to God in his taste and in his attitude towards his children. On the other hand, it is said of Rebecca that she loved Jacob. At the very beginning she was in accord with God; He also loved Jacob. Isaac loved Esau, but God hated him, as the sequel shows. Rebecca on the other hand loved Jacob, and it is said that God loved him. 

    We are reminded, dear brethren, of the importance of being in accord with God, having tastes according to God. Gods hatred of Esau and His love for Jacob was no matter of purpose, no matter of predestination; it was the outcome of what each person was, namely, that Jacob became lovable and was lovable in the eyes of God, and Esau in his history was hateful and God hated him. 

    Well now, you will observe the word field is applied to Jacob here, for Isaac is now speaking by faith. God saw to it, in His faithfulness, that the parent did not divert the blessing, for the blessing must reach its object, whatever the enemy may do. Moreover, the blesser must be a parent; in this case it must be Isaac, for in spite of his natural appetite, he represented God, but how sorrowful that a parent, who does indeed represent God in his house, should become opposed in his tastes and attitude to what God loves. But God compelled Isaac to bless, even as, later, he compelled Balaam to bless. Not indeed that there is any real comparison between the persons, but in this case Isaac is compelled to bless. He thought he was blessing Esau, but he was blessing Jacob, Such, 

    beloved, is the unerringness of Gods purpose; nothing can divert it; nothing can divert Him from it. And so Jacob is blessed, Yea, and he shall be blessed, says his father (Genesis 27:33). Thank God, he is blessed! 

    But I wanted to show how all this enters into the idea of a field. Not a mere field, such I have alluded to in Matthew 13, where you have the evil seed, or tares, sown. The point of view in Genesis 27 is the fertility of the field. There is no suggestion of soil for tares in this allusion. I am speaking now to young believers, particularly, that the character of the field might be understood. Not only that the Lord has acquired rights over you, and He has, through redemption, but that there should be the smell that is alluded to here-that is, the smell of fertility; that you are such an one as the Lord has blessed. A field which the Lord hath blessed. It is potential here, of course, for as yet there is no crop in Jacob. But then it is set down for the young believer that he should understand that there is to be this smell, as it were, this evidence of fertility, not merely that you are a nominal christian. See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed, Genesis 27: 27. 

    And notice, it is a parent kissing his son. Whatever his own feelings are, he is now in the hand of God, and he is speaking as a man of faith. His smell is now right; his senses are under control; he is able to tell what the smell of fertility is, and he tells us, but it is as he kisses his son. 

    How God would call upon the young to draw near! Come near, now, and kiss me, my son. Here it is not the nations kissing the Son, as in Psalm 2; it is rather the son kissing the vessel of the blessing, for Isaac represented God. That indeed, is what the patriarchs set out; they are representative of God. 

    You cannot find men of that kind today. All that is now merged in Christ. All the blessing of God now comes out through Christ. What Abraham represented, what Isaac represented, and Jacob, as passing on the blessing, is all now in Christ. But the point I am making is, Come near, now, and kiss me, my son. Were some young man in a theatre or cinema, or using those things that belong to and mark this world, how ashamed he would be if he were called upon to kiss. It is a challenge as to whether there is the odour of fertility, that is, the guarantee of a crop for God. That is what I had in mind, beloved, in this remarkable type. 

    And so, carrying on with the thought, the fertility is there, but there is the seed to be sown in the field, and the crop is to be according to the sowing. Fertility in itself will not suffice: there has to be the sowing, and I need not remind you, dear brethren, that the sowing is by Christ too. The sower is the Son of man, and He sows with a view to a crop. He knows well what He seeks. So the believer holds himself for Christ. 

    Now you find in the book of Hosea remarkable instructions in regard to sowing. The first son of the prophet, a symbolical son, is Jizreel, which signifies that God soweth. But in the meantime, in chapter 1, we have Gods mind as to the state of Israel, and it is very different from the idea of a crop such as He sought. The meaning of Jizreel, God soweth, belongs to the gospel. It is an element of the gospel that whatever your present condition is, God soweth, and He will take you on. That is His mind. 

    And so in the verse I have read, we have, I will sow her unto me in the land. Now it is not here a question of sowing the word of God in the person, as in Matthew 13. It is sowing the persons. It is important to maintain these two thoughts in regard of sowing. Firstly, what I am as a field, and the sowing in me by the Lord, with a view to the crop He seeks, and secondly, His sowing me personally. 

    That is what you get here. I will sow her unto me in the land. Now this is a very important matter, for if God is sowing persons, He has in view a crop of persons. If he sows you or me to Himself in the land, He has in view a crop like me, like you; and this raises the question as to whether I am an Israel as indicated in this wonderful book of Hosea. 

    It is a book that we should read, dear brethren, because it is so full of affection. It is so full of faithfulness on the one hand, and so full of affection on the other hand, on the part of God. In one breath you have the severest rebukes, and in the next the tenderest expressions of affection. In one breath there is the pronouncement of judgment, and in the next breath there is the announcement of the divine purpose of love. So that the believer, placing himself before God in this way, is checked constantly. God is, as it were, saying to him constantly, There is that in you which I hate; I am a consuming fire in regard of that, and on the other hand, There is that in you which I am delighted with, and I wish it not to be impaired. That is the book of Hosea; its issue is triumphant. 

    But I speak here of this sowing of Israel to Himself. I will sow her unto me, He says, in the land. That is, He will have a crop like this. Israel is to fill the face of the world with fruit. If I am to be fruitful, as sown personally, another has to be begotten, as it were, through me. Not that it can be effected literally, but that is the divine thought. If God sets down a person in this town, He means to have another like him, and another, and another; that is the idea. You can see the greatness of it, and the importance of being like God, being representatives of God. The crop is like God; it is after His own thought. 

    In the second parable in Matthew 13, the Son of man sows in His own field, meaning that there is a sphere that He regards as His own. The whole realm of christendom belongs to the Lord in one sense, 

    Certainly at the beginning that was how the matter stood. He sowed and there was a crop, and where His name is professed, that person is by right acknowledged to be His, and so the myriads of believers increase the field. 

    Hence the idea of the sowing in the second parable is to produce others like the person sown. And who is the person sown? A son of the kingdom. Now a son of the kingdom is not a child of the kingdom, meaning that the idea of the kingdom has taken hold of the person; he is a product of it; he has developed in it. God would have that extended and extended; he is a model; that is the idea, and Satan is against that. 

    As God sets a man or woman here in this town, formed by the kingdom, Satan is against it, and he counters it by imitation; it is worth imitating. Satan will never imitate what is not worth imitating. He imitates to nullify what he imitates. So that while men slept tares were sown; we are told that an enemy did it. Satan did it. 

    Well, that is the idea of the person, I will sow her unto me in the land. God is looking on you in this town, and in many other towns; He says, as it were, I have sown you unto Myself; the crop is for Me. I am looking at you as I looked on My beloved Son when He was here, and I announced My pleasure in Him, and I want you multiplied; I want others like you. They are to be like Christ, of course, but you are here under the eyes of men, and God bears testimony to you. Think of being here for Christ in such a way that God can call attention to you. He wants to have others like you. That, in truth, is how multiplication proceeds. God would have others like us as we are like Christ. 

    There are the sons of the kingdom, and the enemy is so irate, so opposed that he makes an imitation, called tares, an imitation of the real thing. But our point, beloved, is to be the real thing, that is after Christ. So the dear Thessalonian christians, young ones, were said to be the Thessalonians in God the Father, meaning that as young believers they were pleasing to the Father; they were delightful to Him; they were in His heart. They were models, we are told (1 Thessalonians 1: 7). The testimony sounded out from them, that is the thought. 

    Well now, passing on to the third scripture, I wanted to show how God provides for us under these circumstances. Light is sown, we are told, for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. Now this is a remarkable scripture, and fits in with what I have been saying, by way of encouragement, by way of provision. God looks at you in this town, you are regarded as in the town, in God the Fathers heart. He is pleased with you and He wants to fortify you. You may be faltering; difficulties may arise. God says, I have sown on your account; whatever your needs may be in the future, you are provided for; I have sown against them. When they arise the crop will be there. How comforting the thought is! It is another way of God calling upon us to cast all our care upon Him. He cares for you, and in this wonderful way, He is actually sowing in view of your future needs. 

    You say, Where does He sow?. Leave that to Him. There is nothing about the field here; nothing about the land. It is God telling you, as sown unto Him yourself, that He is providing for all your future needs. You cannot but say you are provided for in the present, but what causes you anxiety is the future, and this crop is what you need. 

    You look into next year; there may be no next year in the sense in which we speak, but suppose there will be, the crop will be there to meet it, and what a crop it will be, light! God says, as it were, When the need arises there will be light for you; you will know what to do. How comforting that is! It conforms with the Lords word, He that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life, John 8: 12. 

    The light of life conforms with this scripture. It is a question of sowing and the crop that is in view. In the future day, as the need arises, you will know what to do; you will not be doubtful; there will be provision; there will be light, and not only light, but joy, as the passage says, Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 

    Did you ever see a crop of joy coming up out of the ground, or a crop of light? You say, Light comes down from heaven, but Scripture does not always say that. It speaks of light arising in the darkness (Psalm 112: 4) and of light springing up (Matthew 4: 16). It is a question of light, however it may come. It may be in the saints in the meeting, that God is sowing in them that there may be joy for you. Is it not His way, His wonderful resource? Light will spring up. What a wonderful time we are living in. A hundred or more years ago, there was very little in the way of light as life-very little of what the Lord speaks of as the light of life. There were the Scriptures, and there were christians who had light; christians who had the Spirit. But I mean christians walking according to divine principles, as set up here by God, as sown of God in His field, that have fight, but it is the light of life. 

    Hence there is the importance of keeping with the brethren. Light is amongst them. Normally where brethren are following righteousness, faith, love and peace-where the Spirit has room, there is light, and that is fight as life. It springs up. And moreover there is joy too, and that also springs up, for the fruit of the Spirit is joy and you are to participate in that. All over the world one knows of these things. A crop of light, a crop of joy, sown of God for you and for me. What we are enjoying today was sown long since. 

    The seed is constantly being put in in view of the future. God has a long look out, and He encourages our hearts by telling us that Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 

    Well, the last scripture is in keeping with all this, namely that the believer has responsibility in regard of sowing. He has a field, whether it be himself, as seen in Jacob, whether it be his household, or whether it be his meeting, to be very simple. He may regard any of these spheres as his field, and he is enjoined here not to sow diverse seeds. 

    Now brethren, this is very important in all the three spheres to which I have alluded. If I sow to my flesh, personally, I shall reap corruption; if I sow to the Spirit I reap everlasting life. It may be some of you have never thought of reaping everlasting life. Your mind has been on the thought of the gift of everlasting life. That is important; it is a gift. But it is also acquired by sowing according to Scripture. If we sow to the Spirit we reap everlasting life. What a crop that is, beloved! Did you ever think of it? Did you ever picture to yourself what the crop is? If you sow to the Spirit there will be an actual crop coming up for yourself, everlasting life. It is a term little understood amongst us, as little understood perhaps as any scriptural term used amongst the people of God; certainly as a crop coming up from sowing to the Spirit. 

    Even if it be my household the same applies. How dangerous to sow diverse seeds. I suppose that it is in the household that we are most exposed to this error. Parents bringing up their children with a view to enhancing them in society is a diverse seed, and it is sure to bear its own crop. The field is strewn with derelicts from that sowing. Young people are ruined as their parents have in mind to make them more than they are socially, not merely to earn their living, but to enhance their position in this world. It is a diverse seed that yields its own sorrowful crop, and it is manifest sorrowfully all around us in relation to the people of God. 

    Is it not well, beloved, to think of these things, to think of this injunction by God, not to sow your field with diverse seeds, but one seed alone, that is the word of God? If you want a crop like Christ in your house, it is obtained by sowing that seed. But if you want to fill your house with Esaus and Esaus wives, that were a trial to Isaac and Rebecca, causing them a life of misery, then sow with diverse seeds. 

    Beloved, let us be on our guard as to this error and miscalculation all around and amongst us, and sow the seed, the living and abiding word of God, that which endures for ever, the product of which is like Christ, and never causes misery to faith, but rather joy. 

    If one sows to the Spirit in ones house, one shall indeed reap everlasting life, even in his family. I mean to say, the elements will be there, and there will be light and joy in the household. How beautiful is a christian household, brought up on the principles of the word of God; the children after Christ, in the testimony. The very house is a well of life and of light. Well, dear brethren, that was what I had in mind to present to you. You will admit that it is practical and important. May the Lord be pleased to help us to take to heart the idea of sowing, that there may be seed-time and harvest. That is the great principle laid down in Genesis 8. Seed time and harvest ... shall not cease. It is continual sowing of seed and continual reaping of harvest. 

    But let the seed be the word of God, and the harvest will be according to it. It will be after Christ, causing light and joy in our surroundings. 

  

  
    IS THY HEART RIGHT? (WJH 1)
    

    
    
  
  
    IS THY HEART RIGHT? (WJH 1)

    2 Kings 10: 15-17; Hosea 2: 14-17; Revelation 3: 14-22

    The question put by Jehu is a question which the Lord would wish to raise at the present time among the saints  Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? 

    As for the Lord, we can be assured that His heart is right. He says, My heart is with thy heart. But is our heart right? Can we give Him our hand as a sign that we are right? Jehu says to Jonadab, If it be, give me thy hand. 

    Here, it is a question of idolatry. Jehu was going to destroy Baal; he was not going to save Ahab and his sons and Jezebel; now he was going to destroy all the priests of Baal, so that God should be supreme. 

    Is thy heart right? Do you have an idol in your heart, or are you with Me? Dear brethren, since we are to be taken by the Lord, idols must be removed from our hearts. In Christendom, idolatry reigns; 

    idols abound there  not just idols of wood and stone. Children, says the apostle John, keep yourselves from idols. What is the goal of our life? Are we living for ourselves? Is there something outside of Jesus which directs our life? The second epistle to Timothy speaks of many idols  In the last days... men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, self becoming an idol, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. These things are idols. 

    So the Lord asks, Is thy heart right? Are we with Him in judging that which is not according to Himself, judging idols, so that He might be supreme. At the beginning of the assemblys history, there were no idols among Christians; all things were common to them. The Lord had such a place in hearts that nothing came between them and Him; now this is what He would wish to produce in the assembly today. When a brides wedding day comes, her heart is right; no-one occupies her husbands place. This is what the Lord awaits from His own. 

    Is our heart right? Can we give Him our hand? Jehu says, Give me thy hand. What do we have in our hands? Are they clean? Are they holy? 

    The Lord is looking at them. When we come to the prayer meeting, are we ready to lift up pious hands, without wrath or reasoning (1 Timothy 2: 8)? God sees the state of our hands. 

    I think that the passage which we have read in Hosea 2 will be able to help us. The Lord said, Therefore behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak to her heart. He would wish to present Himself to us in such a way that we would be ready to go into the desert, drawn by His affection  there He will speak to our heart. It is what He does at the supper. The supper takes place in the wilderness; it is there that He speaks to our heart. He says, My heart is right. Every time we break bread He says, This is my body, which is given for you and this cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you. The heart of the Lord is right. What about our heart? I think that, every first day of the week, the supper tests us; are we able to respond to the Lords invitation? Dear brethren, can we say to Him, My husband. 

    And it shall be in that day, saith Jehovah, that thou shalt call me, My husband, and shalt call me no more, Baali (my master). To call him My husband is to say that He is supreme in our heart. He would wish to remove the word Baal from our mouth  I will take away the names of the Baals out of her mouth. There are many Baals in this world, lords many (1 Corinthians 8: 5); but for us there is a single Lord who desires that we should be able to say to Him, My husband. So, week after week, He comes to us and He says, My heart is right; the love found there is perfect; nothing is lacking there. But He wishes to know if our heart is right in relation to His. Dear brethren, can we say to Him, My husband? Would He have a rival? Would other things occupy our heart? Or can we say truly, My husband. It is in this way that we break bread, in refusal of the Baals; the Lord is our only Lord, our husband. 

    We find the same thought in Revelation 3. The Lord is knocking at the door. This door is the heart of the assembly. Laodiceas public position is false  the Lord is outside. Laodicea says, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing; but the Lord is outside. This is how things are in the professing church and it is precisely what we have to overcome, dear brethren. There can be claim to having everything, when, in fact, nothing is possessed  the Lord is outside. He says, Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; He desires to enter our heart, but in order for Him to enter, our heart must be right. 

    He continues  if any one ...open the door, I will come in unto him... The assembly will never be recovered publicly, because it has left its first love. This is the Lords reproach to Ephesus, where hearts had become distanced from Him  ...thou hast left thy first love; hearts were not right in relation to His heart. But the Lord says to Laodicea, If any one... open; He addresses individuals. The Lord is working to recover each heart to the truth of the assembly. 

    If any one... open the door, I will come in. He can only enter the heart that is right. This is what happens each Lords Day  the Lord knocks at the door of our heart to see if He can enter; if there are idols, He will not be able to enter. He stands outside for as long as other things occupy His place. 

    But He desires that we should open the door. As this happens, He says, I will come in unto him and sup with him.... Could anything be more precious? He will sup with us; He will come where we are, here in the wilderness; if the door is open, He will enter. Do we know a little of this? When we gather, do we prove the reality of His presence? His desire is that we should have the consciousness of His presence on Lords Day morning. Oh! how we should desire it! How worthy it is of our joy! Let us not rest without it. May we not be satisfied with any external form of things! We need nothing but His presence and we can enjoy it if we are free from idols, if our heart is right, if we open the door to Him. 

    We thus allow nothing to occupy the place which belongs to the Lord. He comes in and sups with us, here where we are; we have His blessed presence and we delight in it. 

    But this is not all; if things are thus, He then says that such will sup with Him. Words cannot express what that means; it is too great to be described by words. 

    I will... sup with him is the Lord coming to where I am, in the wilderness, while the night of His betrayal continues, in the place where we have to judge what is unholy, where all the priests of Baal are put to death. 

    And he with me. I think, dear brethren, that this is something which should be known. I do not know if the saints here enjoy this, if they know what it is to leave our sphere here in the wilderness, in order to enter in spirit where He is. Lazarus in resurrection was with him here, one of those at table with him. Peter, James and John were with him on the holy mountain. 

    So then, if the door is opened, the saints receive Him where they are. But after the supper, if we are ready for it, He leads us in spirit to where He is. After the supper, they sang a hymn and went to the mount of Olives; it is the place where there is contact with heaven, where everything is spiritual. He leads us to the Father. We read in John 14, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. 

    Dear brethren, this may be known now in some measure. How we would desire that each heart might be more attached to Him, to remove all idols so that the hand can be given to Him with uprightness of heart. So then we shall hear Him speak to our heart and we shall be able to say to Him in all truth, My husband. If it is thus, as He knocks, the door opens, He comes in and He gives us to have the joy of His presence just where we are. Then, in our spirits, He transports us to where He is. This is the most precious thing in our life; nothing like it can be known by the heart of the saints. To enter briefly where He is, in the consciousness and joy of our position in the Beloved, the love of the Father resting on us, Christ dwelling in our heart, what an infinitely precious part to which nothing can be compared. 

    In the book of Hosea, the Lord speaks of another door and this door is of the greatest importance. It refers to the valley of Achor which is a door of hope, a door giving access to wonderful blessings. This is the valley in which Achan was stoned to death; there we have to judge everything which is Babylonish. Achan had taken a Babylonish garment; this is judged in the valley of Achor in such a way that the valley becomes a door of hope. 

    We are called to face up to this matter of idolatry. It will cause agony, trouble without which there will be no hope. What are our motives? What is hidden from the eyes of all is exposed to the eyes of the Lord, which makes it necessary to examine our friendships, what we read and what we do. All these things entail trouble (Achor means trouble) and the flesh recoils from this thought but the valley of trouble is the door of hope through which we pass so that Christ may be called my husband. It is the place of the assembly prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. It is a relationship which each of us can know individually. What we are collectively depends on what we are individually. 

    Let us suppose that there is a small group of believers in Paris whose heart is undivided, who belong entirely to the Lord. They come together; how quickly the door opens! How easy it is, then, to say, my husband. We have to face up to this individually. We are often grieved by the weakness of the meetings but if there is weakness in the meetings, it is because there is weakness individually. Is thy heart right? Let us ask ourselves individually, Is my heart right? May each take it to heart for himself, in order to give Christ the place of the husband in our secret life and that fresh days may be known in meetings. He will knock at the door at the occasion of the supper; the door will open, we shall know the blessing of His presence and He will raise us to the level of heaven in our spirits, for, from that point, we can enter there by the Spirit. 

    I think that the proposal made to Laodicea is of the greatest importance at the present time. Shall we be satisfied by having only the form of things without His presence? He hates that. I would thou wert cold or hot. He wishes to be able to enter and we desire that He should enter. The secret is the judgement of idolatry. Jehu says to Jonadab, Come with me. He showed him how he would destroy the idols, the entire system of Baal. Jonadab accompanied him with purpose of heart in the refusal of idolatry. This is what we must do, dear brethren, so that none should occupy Christs place. We can say to Him, my husband. He will come in unto us and sup with us and we with Him. To be conscious of His presence, to enter in spirit where He is, to realise that where He is, we are also with Him is more than words can express. 

    May the Lord give us, in this locality, to enjoy a little of this. He awaits that thus it should be, so that the Spirit and the bride should say, Come. When the bride says, Come, her heart is right. The Lord desires to hear this as the language of our hearts, in this city, and wherever His own are found. 

  

  
    THE DOOR OF HOPE (WJH 1)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE DOOR OF HOPE (WJH 1)

    Hosea 2:14-23; Joshua 7:16-26

    One of the great features of the present work of God is the restoration of His people to what characterised the beginning. He never forgets what existed at the beginning. He says, I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown (Jeremiah 2: 2). God says I remember. He remembers us in order to restore us. This is what emerged during the last century. The Lord has never forgotten what happened at Pentecost, at the beginning of the book of the Acts, in the first days of the assemblys history. He remembers the holy love which marked the assembly at that time. He remembers it over thousands of years and He is working to restore us to it in character. It has to be accepted that there is only a little power, as the Lord says to Philadelphia; there is outward weakness, as I am sure we all admit, but the Lord says, thou... hast not denied my name (Revelation 3: 8). It is clearly not His name as Redeemer, nor as Saviour, nor even as Lord but as Husband  My Husband. The marriage bond is in the Lords thoughts at the end of the present dispensation. The Lord can say, There are some who do not deny my name. The Lord remembers better days in Beauvoisin. They are not known to me but the Lord has known them, days when the saints bore a greater testimony to Him out of affection and He is working to bring us back to this if we have moved away. He remembers our best days and He desires that each heart should remember them. Is my best day in the past? If we examine our lives, do we have to recognise that our best day belongs to the more or less distant past? If it is thus, the Lord remembers it in order to bring us back. 

    Therefore behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak to her heart (Hosea 2: 14) and this is why we are here this afternoon. The Lord wishes to speak to our heart and in order to accomplish this, it is sometimes necessary to address our conscience, as he spoke to the conscience of the Samaritan woman  Go, call thy husband, (John 4: 16). This word was addressed to her conscience but the Lord wanted to have her heart. Later, she says to the men of the city, 

    Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done (verse 29). This One is great enough to fill her heart, to be her husband, to be the husband of every heart. 

    My desire is that the Lord might show to everyone where the door of hope is. It may be that some brother or sister thinks that the position is hopeless. The Lord says, Here is a door of hope. If you wish to pass through this door, you will again have days of happiness  And I will give her her vineyards from thence (verse 15). What is for the pleasure of the heart of God will grow again, for the joy of the Lords heart and for mens. The vine says, Should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man, and go to wave over the trees? (Judges 9: 13). It is as if God were saying, If you wish to pass through this door of hope, there will be vineyards and I shall make a covenant with the beasts of the fields and with the fowl of the heavens and with the creeping things of the ground. It is the Lord himself who will make a covenant with the beasts, with the lions, the wolves, the bears and the leopards so that they do not come near you. He will make a covenant with the fowl of the heavens, with the eagles, the ravens, the unclean birds, with all the spiritual influences which destroy men in this world, so that they do not touch you. He will make a covenant with the creeping things, with the blight and mildew, with the locusts, the caterpillars, the worms and with the insects that destroy everything, in spite of their smallness. When the locusts pass through, they do not leave a single green leaf, not a blade of grass. All these things are very serious. God says, I shall make a covenant with them for you, so that they will not come near you. And I will break bow and sword and battle out of the land (verse 18). There will be no more warfare, no enemies, no blight, no drought but plenty of rain. How valuable to have rain! What would the earth be without rain? What would a meeting be without rain? Do we have rain in Beauvoisin? When we read the Scriptures, dear brethren, do we have rain? What would the earth be without rain? We could have the best of land but, if it is not watered by the rain, it is a desert. 

    What then is this door of hope? It is the valley of Achor. Achor means trouble. We know that no one likes trouble in a place. We would rather be at ease  Laodicea says, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing (Revelation 3: 17) and the Lord is outside the door. If there is no exercise, He will not enter, He will enter only if there is willingness to be awakened and stirred from ease. In the Song of Songs, the beloved has gone to rest; she did not wish to be disturbed and distance has come in. May it not be so in this meeting! He cannot enter if there is no exercise. That is the door of hope, the only door. It is important to go down into the valley of Achor; one goes there with great exercise of soul, but that is ultimately where there is the door of hope, to know the love of Christ and to say to Him, My husband. 

    For I will take away the names of the Baals out of her mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name (Hosea 2: 17). There are Christians who have many Baals, many masters but the Lord is not one of these. He is The Lord, My husband . He will never be one of the Lords. The church should say to Him, My husband. Local assemblies should say to Him, My husband. Each individual heart should say to Him, My husband. The Lord brings us to this blessed position by making us pass through the door of hope which is the valley of Achor. Are we ready to go into this valley and face up to deep trouble or do we prefer to continue without the Lords support? Laodicea is disposed to continue without Him but she does not have the Lord and the Lord does not have her. If we do not have the Lord, what do we have? Nothing. ...and knowest not that thou art the wretched and the miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked (Revelation 3: 17). If we do not have Christ, we have nothing. Unless He is our husband, possesses our hearts and is supreme in them, all that occupies us means nothing to Him. If he does not have this place, He has nothing and we also have nothing. Therefore behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, far from the area of the thoughts of man, and speak to her heart (Hosea 2: 14). He is going to do for her what He did at the beginning, when she left Egypt. He wants to produce in her the features which marked her at that time. That is why He presents the valley of Achor to her as a door of hope. 

    Dear brethren, there is no way other than to go down into this valley. It is dreadful because it raises serious questions for each one of us. God says, Israel has sinned; I can no longer be with him. Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them, and they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it among their stuff. (Joshua 7: 11). In such conditions, they will not be able to face the enemies. They were on their way to take Ai, a small town, smaller than Jericho, but they had to flee before the men of Ai. There is no longer the ability to face a small matter. They thought that Ai could be taken by around three thousand men but they were beaten. The three thousand fled and thirty-six of them were struck down. Joshua rends his clothes and falls on his face. Alas Lord Jehovah, wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over the Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? Oh that we had been content and had remained beyond the Jordan! Ah Lord! what shall I say after Israel have turned their backs before their enemies? (Joshua 7: 7, 8). Jehovah said to Him, Rise up... Israel hath sinned (verse 10). He has stolen, he has lied! I can no longer be with Israel. Who is responsible? Who? It is a question which must be answered by each heart. The Lord spoke in the same way at the meal before introducing the supper  Verily I say to you, One of you shall deliver me up; he who is eating with me. (Mark 14: 18). John asks, Is it I? He does not say, It is impossible for me to deliver you up. He says, Lord look into my heart and see if it is I. What an exercise this was for John. Peter also says, Is it I? The most prominent brother in the meeting, the one who gives a lead, asks, Is it I? He examines what is in his own heart. He probes himself  Am I unbelieving? Am I about to betray the Master? Is there a lie in my heart? Each one of the twelve asks himself questions of this kind. 

    In this seventh chapter of Joshua, each tribe has to come forward. Think of the fear and trembling which must have filled the heart of the tribe of Reuben. Think of the testing of the tribe of Levi. Think of the anguish of the tribe of Joseph, of the tribe of Benjamin. And the tribe of Judah was taken (verse 16). It was the greatest and most responsible tribe. Everyone is gripped with fear, every one who is a member of the tribe of Judah. All the families are called, one after the other. Every family looks into its own heart. Every family is aware of the Lords gaze; the seven eyes penetrate their heart. Then every household which was taken is asked to examine itself. Then each man comes forward, one by one. The test is no longer for one tribe, nor for one family, nor even for one house, but for each individual man. It is a very serious matter. 

    Every man, every brother, every sister is called to appear before the Lord so that He may examine what is in his heart. Have I transgressed His commandments? Have I stolen? Have I lied? Is there sin on my hands? 

    Finally, Achan is taken. The lot falls on Achan. God has seen right to the source of all the evil. The Lord always works in this way. We often concern ourselves with much detail, but the Lords desire is that we should go directly to the source. It is the way in which God acted in the garden of Eden  He found the source of all the trouble in the serpent, which is the origin of lies. Adam and Eve had stolen what belonged to God. Behind the sin there is a lie and Satan is its father (John 8: 44). It was also in this way that God acted in the wilderness, when the brazen serpent was lifted up  God wished to show to the people where the source of all the evil was to be found. The same applies to local difficulties. There will be no adjustment locally if we do not go to the source and lying is the source. Achan had stolen, under the eye of God. Joshua exposes it. 

    What had he stolen? A garment of Shinar. He had seen a splendid garment from Babylon and he had stolen it. He acknowledges it. He was going to be stoned but he told the truth. Even if one has to be stoned, the truth must be told. There must be no lying. He says, I coveted it and I hid it in my tent, in the ground. He thought that it was so well hidden that no one could see it. What is this splendid garment? It is clerical clothing. It may be said, But that is not what I coveted. Ah! God sees what is in your hearts, dear brethren. Would you wear a Babylonish garment? Arent there difficulties when a brother seeks the first place, when he wishes to run the meeting himself? He does not declare it, but it is in his heart, although no one knows it. 

    That garment was not worn by Paul; he had no garment of Shinar. He said, For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus sake (2 Corinthians 4: 5). We are not masters, we are not lords, but your bondmen. Is this how it is with the brothers and sisters here? Your bondmen for Jesus sake, ready to wash the saints feet, ready to serve the interests of the assembly. 

    Phoebe did not wear a garment of Shinar. Paul says, But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea (Romans 16: 1). Phoebe is so needed in local assemblies, ...for she also has been a helper of many, and of myself. (verse 2) You will not find a garment of Shinar in Phoebes tent. You can search; nothing of this kind is hidden in the ground. Do we possess a thing of this kind, dear brethren? The seven eyes of the Lord scrutinise our circumstances to see if there is one. 

    Achan says, I saw among the spoils a beautiful garment of Shinar, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a golden bar of fifty shekels weight, and I coveted them and took them; and behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it (verse 21). Silver represents the Lordship of Jesus; He is Lord and He must be the only Lord. Elders must not be lords in the assembly. They have to carry concern for the sheep and care for them. The elders which are among you I exhort, Peter says, who am their fellow elder... shepherd the flock of God which is among you, exercising oversight, not by necessity, but willingly; not for base gain, but readily  not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock (1 Peter 5:1-3). We must not take the place which belongs to the Lord. Achan says, I saw gold and I coveted it. It is subtle. To have a little glory...! But Beauvoisins glory is for God, for Christ. It is He who will have the glory and not we. It is not for the most important brother nor for the least; it is not for the most advanced sister, nor for the youngest. 

    God says, Someone has usurped the glory that belongs to me; I can no longer be with Israel. The enemy will enter the land; the beasts of the field will enter it, lions, wolves, bears, leopards. The birds of the heavens, eagles and ravens, will invade and so will serpents. There will be famine, pestilence, blight, mildew, caterpillars and locusts. I can no longer be with the people unless they judge themselves. That is the door of hope for the people. If you need me, you must face up to the situation. If you wish to have me with you, this matter must be settled. Along with Achan, you must go down to the bottom of this valley with all the people, with every man, woman and child. This man must be stoned; the guilty one has to be stoned. It is not sufficient to have half of Israel, or a part, or two or three brothers. All Israel must stone Achan. And all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire, and stoned them with stones. And they raised over him a great heap of stones, which is there to this day (Joshua 7: 25, 26). There must be a heap of stones to bear witness to what has been done. The heap of stones is the testimony to the judgment which has been executed. 

    When taking Achan for execution, Joshua took everything which belonged to him, the silver, the mantle and the bar of gold. He also took his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had (Joshua 7: 24). Someone may say, But that was unrighteous. It was righteous, because they had taken part in it. His sons and his daughters were in the tent; they took part in it, just as Sapphira was linked to Ananias. Peter does not wait for Sapphira to speak, he says, Tell me if ye gave the estate for so much? And she said, Yes, for so much. And Peter said to her, Why is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? (Acts 5: 8, 9). His wife had colluded with him in the lie, as is the case with many wives in relation to their husbands. Sisters are not exempt from trouble. If there is trouble, 

    sisters have their part. Peter has no pity on Sapphira. God operated Himself as to Ananias but Peter intervenes in respect of Sapphira and says to her, Lo the feet of those that have buried thy husband are at the door, and they shall carry thee out (Acts 5: 9). She fell dead at Peters feet. So everything that belonged to Achan was stoned with him and was burned with him, first of all the silver, and the mantle, and the bar of gold, then his sons, and his daughters, then his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep (verse 24). All his resources had been falsely used but note that, before the execution of the judgment, Achan acknowledges everything  I coveted them and took them; and behold they are hid... (verse 21). 

    In Hosea, we learn that this valley of Achor is a door of hope. It is the door divinely placed before the people. When the Baals have come in, when hearts no longer belong to the Lord, when no one any longer says, My husband, then the vines disappear, the lions enter the country, along with the wolves, the grasshoppers and the worms. This is the door of hope  judge the causes of the trouble at the root and condemn mercilessly those who are responsible. But how? Each one must say, Is it I? It is not by saying, God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men (Luke 18: 11) that matters are resolved, but in self-judgment, in the state of mind of the sinner who said, Oh God, have compassion on me, the sinner (Luke 18: 13). The only way to deal with evil, wherever it may be found, is for each, in the first place, to say for himself, Lord, is it I? Does the lot fall on my tribe, on my family, on my house, finally on me? This is how the matter is dealt with in this deep valley of self-judgment, where the door of hope is. There is no other door. We may try to sort things out or to mend them but that will collapse at one point or another. 

    Dear brethren, be assured that we cannot make a covenant with the lions, the wolves or the leopards. Do you think that they would want to listen to us? No. When the wolf comes, it is to devour the sheep. When the eagle comes, it is to fall on its prey. When millions of grasshoppers strike a country, it is to eat every green thing. But the Lord says, I will make a covenant with them, if you pass through this door of hope. If not, he leaves us to the lions, the wolves, the leopards, the eagles, the grasshoppers and the worms. The vines are ravaged and there is no more rain. May it not be so in this gathering. On the contrary, may there be many vines, producing wine which rejoices the heart of God and men, uplifting the heart and bringing joy in such a way that, on hearing reference to Beauvoisin, the brethren are all filled with joy! 

    So if we accept this door of hope, we shall see better days again as the assembly returns to better days, the days of its beginnings in exclusive love for Christ. We need to be exercised about this. It is evident that the Lord desires to bring the assembly back to its condition at the beginning. It is well worth it, dear brethren, to go down into the valley of Achor with all these exercises, in order to have this expression of the heart on our lips, in the last days of the assembly  My husband. 

    May it be so! Amen. 

  

  
    IS THY HEART RIGHT? (WJH 14)
    

    
    
  
  
    IS THY HEART RIGHT? (WJH 14)

    2 Kings 10: 15-27; Hosea 2: 14-23

    One feels, dear brethren, that the question that was raised by Jehu, is a very appropriate one for each one of us at this time. He said to Jehonadab as he met him, Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? It is a question for us, and doubly important today for two reasons. One is the marked increase in the world of idolatry. Idolatry is sweeping christendom like a plague, it is sweeping through every land, so that the Lord says to each one of us, Is thy heart right? Not, Are your words right? Not, Is your doctrine right? Not, Is your ground of gathering right? All these things are of great importance, but there is something more important. Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? Jehu says as it were, As far as my heart is concerned towards you, that is right; there is no question about that; but is thy heart right, as my heart is right with thy heart? Is the same kind of heart with you that is in me towards you? There is surely no one but would grant unequivocally that the heart of Christ towards His own is right! . Never was it more manifest than today; the faithful, 

    constant, devoted, unremitting love of Christ for His assembly, and for each one of us. His heart is right, there is no question about that, but I think it is time every one of us answered this question, Is thy heart right? 

    That is what Jehu wanted to know because he had a great mission before him; he had a great work to do and he wanted a companion, a support; he wanted fellowship in this great work, and he wanted a man whose heart was right. Just like in the early chapters of the Acts, the eleven apostles were conscious that a great mission was committed to them. They desired to complete the twelve for the service on hand, and they pray and virtually say, Lord we want a man whose heart is right. Lord, knower of the hearts of all. We do not want another Judas; he looked right, he seemed to consider the poor, he accompanied the Lord, he went up to the house of God with Him; but they say, we do not want another Judas  an idolater. We want a man whose heart is right, and they say, Lord, knower of the hearts of all, shew which one of these two thou hast chosen. Jehonadab faces this question; he looks it right in the face. What is my heart like? I can see the line Jehu is on; I can see the state of his heart by the line he is on, and by his ways; but what is my heart like? He says in all integrity, My heart is right in this matter. Jehu says, If it be, give me thy hand  And he gave him his hand. The bond of fellowship was established between Jehu and Jehonadab in the matter that lay before them. With the confession that Jehonadabs heart was right he took him up into his chariot, and they went together to accomplish the absolute destruction of Baal. They are determined not to leave one, not a priest, not a servant, not an image of Baal. That is what is in Jehus heart; he determines not to leave one of the servants of Baal on the earth, and Jehonadab says, I am with you. They went right into the house of Baal and together accomplished the destruction of Baal. Are we with the Lord in His intention to destroy idolatry? I am sure that is what the Lord is seeking to do by the ministry that is coming to us; that every phase of idolatry should be destroyed and the heart of His people be right. When the Spirit and the bride say Come, the heart of the assembly is right, there is no one usurping the Lords place in the brides heart. That is the second reason why we should face this question. The first is that the Lord is bent on the destruction of idolatry, and the second reason is that He is coming, and He wants the hearts of His own right. He wants the absolute place there. 

    I wanted to pursue that in the book of Hosea; the .removal of every trace of Baal and the establishment in the heart of Gods people of His own proper place. The Lord indicated in Hosea that He is not prepared to be called Baali  He is not prepared to accept that name  He resents it  He hates it. Christendom is full of the name Baali in respect of Christ  full of it, but the Lord says, you shall no more call me Baali. He says, I will take away the names of the Baals out of her mouth. That is what He wants to do, to take these hateful names out of our mouths and replace them with that wonderful name Ishi. In that day He says, you shall call me Ishi  not Baali. Ishi means my husband. He is not prepared for His own to call Him Baali. He will not be one of the Baalim. The Lord Jesus in christendom is just one of the Baalim, one of the many lords. It is true that christendom speaks of the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-six, but in the minds of men in christendom there are many other lords. What the Lord wants from each one of those who really love Him, is Ishi, my husband  literally my man. That is the name He wants and He loves. A womans husband is not one of her lords  he is her only lord. Sarah called Abraham lord  he was not one of them. No true Christian contemplates having a rival to Christ. The blessed Lord is great enough to fill every human heart, great enough to be the only lover of every Christian, to absorb the whole of their affections. The apostle Paul speaks of our being married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead. 

    Let me ask each believer. Are you married to Him? Do you say to Jesus Ishi? That is, my husband, the Man that fills your heart. Does money have great power over me? Does evil dominate me in any form?  the love of prominence? Then I have many masters. That is Baalim, which the Lord hates, and He would take you out from under the domination of every one of them. He would lead your heart to say to Him, Ishi  my husband  the object of my heart  the Man that fills my soul  the One for whom I live  the One who supports me  the One who makes me fruitful to God; that we might be married to another... that we should bring forth fruit unto God. That is what the Lord is seeking. 

    The woman of Luke 7, who came out from the city, was living there under a Baal  the Baal of the multitude in the city. She was dominated by what went on in the city with all its lawlessness, but the Lord Jesus allured her; He drew her heart out of that city into the wilderness. If ever there was a wilderness, it was in Simon the Pharisees house  no one naturally would go into that house, where they would be scorned, but the blessed Saviour allured her, and in her actions she says to Him Ishi, she says: He is the object of my heart. The Lord says this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet... she loved much. The Lord secured a lover, one of the thousands of them that love Him. No other lords would have dominion over her now, she had found the object of her heart. 

    There is another time this thought of marriage to Christ appears; it is in John 4. The woman of Samaria had her Baalim; she had had five of them, indeed, she had had six. The last one Baal-Peor, which means uncleanness, the lord of uncleanness  he was controlled by him. How are we to be saved from the power of lust as in this world? By finding a Husband. Jesus said to this woman, Give me to drink, and by His precious grace He drew her heart out to Himself. He spoke to her heart. He allured her out from the dominion of Baal-Peor and every other Baal until He got her heart, and she went away and said to the men of the city, Come, see a man  the Man of my heart; I have finished with all others, I have found a Man that satisfies me for ever. Come, see a man. He is the Man. 

    So it was with Mary Magdalene. What a domination she had been under  seven demons! But the Lord brought the holy, blessed, glorious delivering influence of heaven to Mary Magdalene and allured her out of the captivity, so much so that according to the gospel of Luke the demons went out. In Matthew they were cast out, but in Luke they went out by the alluring of Jesus, as He became supreme to her heart. There is no room for other authority in a heart that loves Christ. So Mary followed Him and ministered to Him of her substance  the Man that filled her heart and soul. 

    Then there is Zacchaeus. You say he is a good man, but he has a Baal. He was a little man and he climbed up a tree; that is what all little people do unless the Lord helps them to judge it, and we are all little. How small we are the Lord knows; the desire to be prominent is in every heart  it is one of the Baals, and that element was in Zacchaeus. He loved the Lord and wanted to follow Him, but there was this Baal of prominence, and the Lord would not have that. He says I want you to leave that behind for ever, make haste and come DOWN. So it was with the dying robber. How many Baals held him during his life I do not know, but he is allured by the attractiveness of Jesus, until he says to Jesus, ere he departs, Ishi  this man  the Man I love, the Man whose authority I own and accept for eternity; I want to come into His kingdom, He is the Man who draws me away from all the Baals; He turns to Jesus and speaks of Him as this man  that is what the Lord is seeking to do with us; to allure us into the wilderness and speak to our hearts, that we may never look upon Him as one of the lords, but as supreme. 

    The apostle Paul speaks of the last days in 2 Timothy, and says, men will be lovers of themselves. That is a Baal  one of the mighty Baals  self-love, men living to gratify themselves, living with self as the dominating power of human life. 

    Is it not so, and how much do we contribute to it? Let every heart examine itself  Is my heart right? Am I living selfishly, is self enthroned in my heart? Is thy heart right? Lovers of themselves is one of the great features of the last days; it is written over everything today  the innate selfishness of every class. Selfishness is written over the whole of mankind, more than ever in history, and christendom is the worst of all. The Lord says to us, Is thy heart right? Is self the object of our lives. Paul could say, the love of Christ constraineth us. He is such a blessed Person to my heart, says Paul, that we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves. This is the point I have reached. In the last days... men shall be... lovers of pleasures. This is another tremendous Baal, holding mens hearts, leading them to give up what is right in the sight of God; even Christians abandoning the fellowship and dishonouring the holy name of Christ by this mighty Baal clutching their souls. 

    The Lord says to us, Is thy heart right? Paul says, these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me. Do not let us ignore this terrible Baal, pleasures, that would seize our time; it is one of the greatest of the modern idols; thousands are sacrificing themselves at this altar  lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. The Lord says, Is thy heart right? When we have an hour or a day free from our proper responsibilities, who is controlling that? Do not try and evade it by saying we need a certain amount of physical exercise, there is plenty to be had under the control of Christ. What will save us? The thought of the Husband, the only occupier of the heart. That is what the Lord is seeking. What is true in the mind of God is true for all, that we are married to Christ. We are liberated from all the Baals, and married to another... that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 

    The apostle said to the assembly in Corinth, I have espoused you unto one man. The assembly at Corinth was espoused to Christ. No Baals were to be in Corinth, no one lording over Gods heritage, no desire for prominence, but Christ supreme. That is the local position. It solves every problem, if we only accept it; that the assembly in every setting is espoused to one Man. He is to be supreme there; if any one serves the saints it is only for Jesus sake. Ourselves your servants for Jesus sake. Local troubles would soon be solved if Christ were supreme. The idea that we shall have anything remarkable when things are wrong with us individually is impossible. Things begin in the individual soul, and then the full thought is seen in the local assembly. The assembly is espoused to one Man; that is to be seen locally. There is no Baal provided for in the local assembly. Paul says, Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it... that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things, Ephesians 5: 25-27. When the day comes for the marriage it says, his wife has made herself ready, He is Ishi to the assemblys heart; there will be no Baalim in eternity; there will be this one blessed Man engaging the heart of the assembly for ever. 

    Now I want to say a word or two about what the Lord says He will do for such. I will make a covenant for them in that day with the beasts of the field, and with the fowl of the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. I think that is a remarkable covenant. What a promise, dear brethren. The devouring influences of the lion, the cruel rending influences of the bear, the scattering influences of the wolf, the defiling influences of the leopard  all under divine control for our blessing. God says, I will make a covenant for them in that day with the beasts of the field, and the end in view is that Gods people shall lie down safely. This covenant takes in also the fowl of the heavens and the creeping things. These unclean birds of the air no man can deal with or restrain. Christian Science, Spiritism, Pentecostalism, Millennial-dawnism, and Modernism itself are fowls of the air, under the control of Satan, the prince of the power of the air, who is spreading these influences throughout christendom. They may go on with their work in apostate christendom, but God will preserve those who go on with the truth. Then the creeping things, God speaks in His word of the caterpillars, and locusts; they destroy every green thing; little things outside the range of human possibility to control; they can sweep through a land and take every element of verdure out of it in a night. That is what is coming, and the greenness of everything in christendom is disappearing through such influences. What will not the Lord do for His own in any part of the world and in every local company, if, as He looks down upon us, He sees in our hearts the right recognition of Himself as supreme? He will grant that a conscious, living present sense of His love will fill every heart. That is what He is leading up to before the rapture; that is what the Lord is after, that not one of the Baalim should be in our mouths. The apostle would not have a Baal. Some of the Corinthians were saying, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ. Is the Christ divided? has Paul been crucified for you? Christ is not to be displaced by others or to share His place with them. He is to be supreme. That is the position, dear brethren, for every one of us and for the assemblies. He will be as Husband to us. He will be everything to us, and He covenants to protect those who accord Him that place. How He protected those who gave Him this supreme place when He was here. As the disciples complained about the woman in the house of Simon the leper, the Lord said, Why trouble ye the woman? Again, Judas said of Mary of Bethany, Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? Jesus said, Let her alone. So it always is, dear brethren, if He sees that He has our hearts, He will not let anything touch us. There are certain believers who while they love Him, have reserves in their hearts, and the Lord is only one of their lovers. Sport may be loved, or fame, or money. All these are rivals to Jesus. 

    Is not our blessed Saviour, the Son of God worthy to be supreme in every heart? To the local assemblies that He bears upon His heart, should He not be as a Husband, having their undivided love even as of each heart individually? 

    May the Lord help us on this road  the road of blessing and joy and protection  as the break-up in Christendom proceeds, through the apostasy. 
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    VALLEYS (WJH 18)

    Psalm 84: 5-7; Hosea 2: 14-23; Zechariah 1: 7-11

    The object in reading these three scriptures is to speak of the reference to a valley contained in each. The first scripture refers to the valley of Baca, which means weeping; the second refers to the valley of Achor, which means trouble; the third, as in the New Translation, speaks of the low valley, or the bottom, as in the Authorised Version. The low valley is where the myrtle trees are, and where the horses and the rider are seen. 

    It is clear that God uses figures drawn from creation for our instruction; indeed, we must have such figures to understand what He would convey to us, because our thoughts are necessarily limited to what is intelligible to us in the creation. God frequently uses the thought of valleys to bring spiritual things before us, as, indeed, He does mountains. The mountains suggest what is elevated and strong, and where reserves are found. What great mountains are referred to in Scripture, such as mount Zion: Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, Psalm 48: 2. There is the mount of Olives, too, what a mountain! Many others also, indicating great spiritual elevations to which God would bring us, where we can view what is in the mind of God. On the other hand, the thought of the valley implies necessity to go down. I may say that fertility is generally in the valleys, and that is where the springs run and the rivers flow. What valleys there are, and all call for humility on our side to get the gain of what they represent. 

    I would refer to one or two we have to do with. There is the valley of the shadow of death, how important that we should recognise and have to do with that valley. To overlook that the shadow of death is on everything here, is not the way to spiritual progress, for we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. Everything that is earthly in character is in the valley of the shadow of death. Scripture also speaks of the valley of salt, where we may find in abundance what is necessary to preserve. Great victories have been won in that valley by the people of God. 

    I would say a word about the valley of weeping, the valley of Baca, because God has allowed a great period of sorrow to come upon man, in which we have part. There are probably more tears being shed on earth today than ever before in the history of mankind, and Gods people, in common with all men, are in the valley of weeping. This valley will become a fertile place as we go down into it; it says, Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee  they, in whose heart are the highways. Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring. One cannot but feel intensely for those who are in that valley who do not know God, who do not have to do with God. The Psalmist speaks of the blessedness of those who trust in God, and in whose heart are the highways. This is a remarkable expression. The divine highways are in their heart. If we go down to the valley of weeping without the divine highways in our hearts, we will not be blessed. God would help us to have the divine highways our hearts, meaning that we love Gods highways. 

    I trust all here are prepared to make room in their heart for the divine highways. This is a day when highways, of great importance, for nations are competing for the highways. God has His highways, and He would have them in our hearts, that is, He would have us love them. What highways God has: The first, dear brethren, is the way of righteousness; it says, he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness. Psalm 23: 3. Righteousness is, I believe, the first of the divine highways, and we want that highway in our hearts  to love righteousness. 

    Another highway is the way of holiness. Holiness is more than righteousness, holiness is that evil is hated and good is loved. God wants us to have that highway in our hearts. There is also the way of peace, what a magnificent road! the way of peace, the people of God are to be sons of peace, indeed peace is the effect of righteousness. An offshoot of the way of righteousness is the way of peace. Then there is the way of truth in contrast to what is false. The way of truth is to be in the heart, truth in the inward parts. All these highways converge into the more excellent way, the way of love. 

    Satan has his highways, too, dreadful paths they are, and all lead downward to beneath. The divine highways all lead upward to God, the way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath. Proverbs 15: 24. The devil has highways all converging upon hell, but God has His highways all converging towards Christ and leading above. Passing into the valley of weeping, the valley of Baca, as loving the divine highways, will result in that valley becoming a well. This means that the Spirit of God is there to support them in their tears; whether the tears are in relation to human suffering; whether they be tears in relation to household sorrow; or whether they be tears in relation to assembly sorrows; if the divine highways are in our hearts, that valley becomes a well, the Spirit of God being there to support us. 

    We can think of our Lord Jesus Christ going into such a valley. How He frequented the valley of Baca in the days of His flesh. He offered up strong, crying and tears in the days of His flesh; He was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, Isaiah 53: 3. But the divine highways stand out in remarkable clarity in His heart: He loved righteousness, He loved truth, He loved peace, for He was the Prince of it, He loved holiness, He loved good. The Spirit of God was there to support Him, as Man, in the wilderness; it says. He was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, Luke 4: 1. He was supported by the well in that valley. Thus shall we be if the divine highways are in our hearts when called to go down to the valley of weeping. Then it says, the rain also filleth the pools. That is to say, blessings from above fill our souls so that conditions suitable for the harvest should be brought about. 

    I think most of us can say humbly that the periods of sorrow have been the periods when the support of the Spirit and the influence of heaven have been most realised, so that the soul becomes fertile for God. I refer to that because tears and sorrow are features of this day. God has allowed this valley to extend throughout the earth today as never before, and I would commend to everyone that as having the divine highways in our hearts we shall gain from the valley of Baca. 

    In regard to the dear young men placed in camps, I have no doubt that some of them will shed tears as they have to do with conditions so different from anything they have known, but if the divine highways are in their hearts: righteousness, holiness, peace, truth and love, I am sure that the Holy Spirit will be there to support them; the rain will fill the pools, and there will be a harvest for God. 

    I pass on from that to the valley of Achor, the valley of trouble. This valley is said to be a door of hope. In that valley sin is judged. To fail to judge sin is to be without hope. I know to do so means trouble. I refer first of all to what actually happened in that valley. God had ceased to support His people and they had turned their back to their enemies. When Joshua asked God what it meant, God said that Israel had sinned, they had stolen, they had dissembled, and He would not go on with them. Joshua sees that the matter must be faced, because to be without God is to be without hope; so every tribe is brought forward, then every family, then every household, and then every man, to locate who had stolen and dissembled. I have often thought of this as we come together to judge evil before God. This represents an exercise that God calls upon us to go through, when man by man we submit ourselves to the scrutiny of God. What must have been in the minds of many as they came up: will God disclose that I am the guilty one? There is no escaping the eye of God, for everything is naked and open before Him with whom we have to do. Every man came before God to be scrutinised. When the matter came to a head in Achan, he acknowledged that he had taken the splendid Babylonish garment and the wedge of gold and the silver, and had buried them in his tent. Joshua faces this matter out; Achan is taken down to the valley of Achor, the valley of trouble, is stoned, and they raise a heap of stones over him which it says is there to this day. 

    Hundreds of years afterwards the Spirit of God, through the prophet Hosea, says that valley is a door of hope. We are to humbly go down and look at that heap of stones, underneath which lie the bones of a man who stole and dissembled. How often we have to locate these principles in our own hearts. What would he want with that garment? He intended one day to be seen in it, to parade himself in it. He intended to take the silver and the gold that was devoted to God to use it for himself. Dear brethren, it is great trouble to face these evil motives in our own souls. As judging ourselves, we do not want to appear in a garment that is not our own, and we do not want to steal what belongs to God. The Lord is calling on all of us to judge ourselves, and to go down into this valley with all the trouble and heart searching it causes. But the Lord says, I will give her... the valley of Achor for a door of hope. The consequence of going into that valley is that she shall sing as in the days of her youth. What flows out of facing this matter in self-judgment is that we begin to sing; when we are going on with evil we never really sing, we may make a noise, but we never really sing. What marked her in her youth was that she sang, I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously, Exodus 15: 1. She sang of the way the Lord had delivered her from Egypt, and she sang again in her youth, Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it. Numbers 21: 17. The joy of being set free from the world and making room for the blessed Spirit is what marks the youth of the believer. What joy to be done with the worlds system, and what joy to have a well springing up in our hearts to God. 

    If we go into the valley of Achor, and judge sin as God judges it, we sing again as in our youth, and what follows is that we call Christ Ishi, not Baali; Baalim or Baali involves idolatry. We call Him Ishi, that is my husband. This word is true for the individual, and it is true for the assembly. The seventh of Romans speaks of the believer being married to another  Christ as the object of the believers heart. The allowance of sin robs us of the enjoyment of this, but the going into the valley of Achor restores it, so that we say to Christ Ishi, my Husband. The allowance of sin in the assembly would rob the assembly of the present joy of Christ as Head of the assembly, but judgment of sin by the assembly restores the enjoyment of Christs place as Head of the assembly. 

    I do desire to make self-judgment attractive to us, for it restores singing; it restores the joy of the relationship that exists between Christ and the individual believer, between Christ and the assembly; then, in addition, it says, And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things. God would put restrictions on powers that would destroy us, represented by the beasts of the field, the fowls of the air, or the creeping things. 

    Finally it says, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the new wine, and the oil. The issue is that God is in touch with His people, and they are in the enjoyment of the corn and the wine and the oil. The joy of spiritual things abounds, where there is self-judgment. If we are short of spiritual food, or spiritual joy and dignity, it is because we have not been frequenting the valley of Achor. 

    I trust that it is clear to us that the door of hope, found in the valley of Achor where evil is judged according to God, leads to singing; leads to that blessed word Ishi; leads to protection from the beasts, the birds and the creeping things, that are destroying Christendom. It leads to a condition in which we secure the ear of God and also to abundance of corn, and wine, and oil. What possibilities there are available if we judge ourselves. The valley of Achor was the door of hope for the Corinthians, and also for the wicked person that was put away. Later, he, too, judged himself and was restored to the holy privileges available in the assembly. Do I speak to a brother or a sister who has stopped singing? Consider this the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth. The Lord is willing to resume intimate relations with every believer and every assembly, based on self-judgment. He wants us to say to Him my husband, the most intimate relationship is available to persons who go down into the valley of Achor. 

    A few words now as to the last remarkable scripture. In the low valley, or bottom, there are myrtle trees. If the trees have become faded, if the leaves have withered, it is because they are not in the low valley. Every tree in the low valley is like myrtle, is green, fresh and living. It is when we get out of the position of humility and lowliness that the leaf withers away. Our blessed Lord always lived in the low valley when here. How He descended: He went down to Nazareth; He went down to Capernaum; He went down to the cross. He descended into the lower parts of the earth. He says, I am meek and lowly in heart. Matthew 11: 29. He was always green, the greenest tree that ever lived. If we are to be green, and remain green, we need to learn from Him. 

    The prophet sees this vision at night, there are horses, there are myrtle trees, there is the low valley. What is learned in this low valley is that the horses are under control. God controls the movements of the nations and will not allow them to injure His people if in accord with the myrtle trees in the low valley. We learn more of these horses in chapter 6. Two of them go into the north country, with the result that God says they have quieted His spirit. He was disturbed by what had taken place in the north country, and the black and the white horses are used governmentally deal with the north country. Others go to the south country, and others go through the earth wherever they will. In all movements the myrtle trees in the low valley are preserved. There is no suggestion that they are destroyed. 

    The horses represent the nations held under control by God. God will protect His people providentially, as suggested by the presence of the angel in the low valley. The Lord Jesus said to Pilate, Thou hadst no authority whatever against me if it were not given to thee from above, John 19: 11. No Roman emperor or his governor could touch Him unless permitted by God. Our exercise is to be marked by life and humility. The low valley is where the prophet learns that the horses are under control; in the north country or the south country they may appear to do what they like, but in the low valley they are seen to be under control. The movements of the nations will not destroy Gods people if they have these features. 

    These are the thoughts I wish to present. The importance of the highways being in our hearts as entering the valley of weeping; thus we will have the support of the well and the rain. The valley of Achor, the valley of trouble, is where we judge evil, but it secures the greatest possible blessing from God. Finally, the low valley, the place of myrtle trees, is where no horse, however strong, will ever harm us. May the Lord help us to be steady as these great movements of the nations proceed, that we may be like the myrtle trees in the low valley and realise that God is controlling these horses. 
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    Hosea 3

    The prophet was told to love an adulteress, according to the love of Jehovah for the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods, and love raisin-cakes. That God should love a people in spite of the greatest unfaithfulness on their part is truly marvellous, and the thought of it bows the heart in wonder and worship. It is very necessary that we should know this character of divine love; a love which has its source and fountain in the very heart of God because of what He is, and which cannot be quenched or stayed by any unworthiness on the part of the creature. Jehovahs controversy with the children of Israel in Hoseas day was that there was no truth, nor goodness, nor knowledge of God in the land, chapter 4: 1. They did not know that Jehovah loved them in spite of their unfaithfulness; if they had known this it would have broken their hearts in repentance and turned them to Him. All the service of the prophets whom Jehovah sent carried with it the testimony that He still loved them, and desired their love, and when He came as Immanuel into their midst it was that this might be known in the most unmistakable way. How often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! By the last of the Old Testament prophets Jehovah said, I have loved you (Malachi 1:2); and to the last phase of unfaithfulness in the assemblies the Lord says, I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent. Revelation 3: 19. What touching appeals on the part of divine Persons! In spite of all departure and unfaithfulness, though the loved one is an adulteress, the love remains. 

    Love has established its title to the unfaithful one by purchase (verse 2), and this title holds good even if the claim is not answered to. Jehovah has not given up His claim on Israel, or His title to possess her, though He has had to wait long for the claim to be acknowledged on her part. The last prophecy in Israel was that Jesus was going to die for the nation that it might not perish; John 11:50 - 52. He has established His title in love, and at the end of the days (verse 5) shall the children of Israel return, and seek Jehovah their God, and David their king; and shall turn with fear toward Jehovah and toward his goodness. They will recognise the blessed goodness that has been expressed in Jesus. The two thousand years that have elapsed have not changed Him, and when they turn to Him at the end of the days they will find that the love in which He died for them remains undiminished. 

    All in the Christian profession have been bought with a price; we are not our own; but it is a price which love has paid. Christ died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised, 2 Corinthians 5: 15. He is entitled to say to us, Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be another mans, and I will also be for thee, verse 3. But as it was with Israel so has it been in Christianity; there have been many days during which the claim of divine love has been disregarded, with the result that Gods people have been deprived of all that is suitable to their ordering before Him, and they have not had even the miserable comfort which deceived hearts might have found in pure idolatry. Without divine love being known and responded to there is really nothing. No teraphim can be a substitute for God, and all who turn away from the love of God will find that they have nothing which they can put in its place. I think this is the meaning of being without teraphim, verse 4. All idols are really nonentities (see Isaiah 2: 8, margin), and will be proved to be so in the end. 

    But the husband love of Jehovah for Israel has in view their return to Him at the end of the days, and I believe the love of Christ has cherished this thought in regard of the assembly. All believers have some idea that the assembly will be the bride, the Lambs wife, in a future day, and that in the glorified conditions she will know His love, and respond to it in a way that will satisfy His heart. But all believers have not understood that God is giving a special ministry of Christ and the assembly now so that saints may turn in their affections to the precious reality of what Christ is for the assembly, and what the assembly is for Christ. No one can be in the current of the present working of God who does not understand this; it is coming about at the end of the assemblys days. 
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    HOSEAS 4 TO 6 (CAC 8)

    Hosea 4; Hosea 5; Hosea 6

    When God has a controversy with His people, which He surely has at the present time, it will always be found to turn on the knowledge of Himself. His people were destroyed in Hoseas time for lack of knowledge, or, more literally, the knowledge; that is, the specific knowledge referred to in verse 1. So how the knowledge of God is acquired becomes the most important matter for our consideration. It is evident that we cannot get it by pursuing idolatry; it was said, their doings do not allow them to return unto their God, verse 4. We can understand this, but it is said also, They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek Jehovah; but they shall not find him: he hath withdrawn himself from them, verse 6. He is not to be found on that line. People would often be prepared to make great sacrifices if they could thereby obtain the favour of God. But this prophet, and, indeed, the whole of Scripture, make plain that He can only be found through affliction, and through learning that there is no help anywhere else. The deepest affliction anyone can pass through is to be convicted of sin, and to learn that death is upon one. It is by the cutting off of all hope from any other quarter that men are brought to turn to God. But none of us accepts this very readily; we look in every other direction first. When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his sore, then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to king Jareb; but he was unable to heal you, nor hath he removed your sore, verse 13. Assyria was at that time the dominant human power, and I believe he represents what is dominant at the present time. The great characteristic of the present day is confidence in the human mind. The religious element is still strong in Christendom, but the rationalistic or modernist element is stronger. The mass of people who think at all are modernists; they do not attach supreme authority to the Holy Scriptures, or look to them for the final settlement of every question. They prefer human thoughts. King Jareb, (meaning, He will contend), represents the contention of the human mind against the truth. The man of sin will be the great modernist; he will oppose and exalt himself against all called God or worshipped; man is to be supreme. 

    But the dealings of God go on, His tearing and smiting, until He is owned as the One who is dealing with us for blessing. He waits (verse 15) until trespass is owned, and His face sought in affliction. Then He gives assurance that He will heal and bind up; we have but to return to Him, and He will undertake for us. When we have reached this point, truth and mercy and the knowledge of God are beginning to come into the soul; chapter 6: 1. But there are yet two days of self-experience to come; after two days will he revive us. In Gods ways with Israel the law and the prophets came before Christ; they were a necessary preparation for Christ on account of the extreme unwillingness of man to appreciate grace. The law brought home to those under it the knowledge of sin and powerlessness; that was its divine intent. The prophets deepened this. Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my mouth; and my judgment goeth forth as the light, chapter 6: 5. If people are slain they need to be brought up from the very place of death, and that is what we find here is done for them. After two days will he revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before his face, chapter 6:2. When Immanuel came in, light sprang up to those sitting in the country and shadow of death. There is no reviving until Christ comes in; they are preparatory exercises, but there is no reviving Godward until Christ is seen as bringing in all that God can delight in. The Pharisees objected to the Lord eating with tax-gatherers and sinners, and they objected to the disciples plucking ears of corn on the sabbath, but the Lord answered them on each of these occasions by telling them that they did not know Hosea 6: 6. For I delight in loving-kindness, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt-offerings. Gods delight is in what He can be for men, according to the thoughts of His own loving-kindness, and He has set this forth perfectly in Christ. The Pharisees did not revive in the appreciation of this; they utterly refused it. But the disciples revived in the blessedness of what they had found in Christ, the loving-kindness of God in living expression, taking account of all mans misery and need, but meeting it all perfectly as God alone could meet it. Where the knowledge of God comes there is a true reviving; indeed, in New Testament language, the persons are born anew. But the third day seems to suggest something beyond revival; on the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before his face. This gives the thought of being before God for His pleasure; 

    it is not only that He is for us, but we are for Him. Israel will yet be raised up to be in wifely relations with Jehovah, and to be sons of the living God. We anticipate them in this, and in a higher and heavenly way. For we not only walk in newness of life here, according to Romans, but we are raised with Christ through faith of the working of God who raised Him from among the dead, according to Colossians, and quickened together with Him so that we may live before God in association with Christ as risen with Him. All this belongs to our third day. The Spirit would support us in taking up this ground, for the end in view in deliverance is that we should take it up. 

    And we shall know  we shall follow on to know Jehovah his going forth is assured as the morning dawn. This means for us that we shall know the Son of God as He is to be known now. Jesus has gone forth as the morning dawn of an eternal day. It is an assured thing, for we have had it from His own lips. Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father, and your Father, and to my God, and your God, John 20: 17. Let us not stop short of this; let us follow on to the full blessed thought of divine love  to know that the ascended One claims us as His brethren, to be with Him before the Fathers face in unclouded and eternal acceptance and relationship. And the Spirit is intimately connected with this, for He is here because Jesus is glorified; it is the ascended One who has shed Him forth. The Holy Spirit is here on Christs behalf; in a certain sense He represents Him here. And it is thus that Christ comes to us as the rain, as the latter rain which watereth the earth. The latter rain comes to bring the crop to maturity, and the Spirit of God is here for that purpose. It has reference to the perfecting of that work by which the full thought of God is developed in the spiritual affections and intelligence of the saints down here. This is what we are to follow on to know by divine grace and love. May we be intensely moved as we contemplate these precious realities! 
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    HOSEA 5 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Hosea 5: 15; Hosea 6: 1 - 7

    CACWe were saying last week we see figuratively in chapter 3 that Jehovah establishes a claim by purchase upon His idolatrous people. In spite of their unfaithfulness His claim is established by purchase, though He may have to wait many days. And this is true in our case. His title to Israel and His title to us is established by purchase. There may not be much affection on our side, but that does not alter Him. 

    The last prophecy given in Israel was that Jesus was about to die for that nation that they might not perish, that is, He has established His claim whatever might be on their side. Ye are bought with a price, it says. It does not matter if there is any response or not, the Lords title is established by purchase. As regards Israel it is at the end of the days. It is something like two thousand five hundred years since the prophecy was given. 

    RemThey will be afflicted and afterwards return to Jehovah. 

    QuesI was thinking of Luke 15. Does it correspond with the return of sons in these closing days? 

    CACYes, I was thinking that. The claim established by purchase must have a response. We cannot think of God or of the Lord Jesus giving up the claim of love. There is no change on the Lords side as to Israel, nor on the divine side as to the assembly. The change is needed on our side, and this book shows how this change is brought about  has been, I trust with many of us  and will be brought about in any whose hearts are moved under the dealings of God. 

    QuesIt says, My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hosea 4: 6). Is the question of knowledge important? 

    CACI should think it is most important, because the knowledge referred to is the knowledge of the first verse, really the knowledge, that is, it is the specific knowledge. The controversy of God was because there was no knowledge of God in the land. And really everything turns on that; and it is the only thing that affords any satisfaction to God, that there should be the knowledge of Him. It puts everything right. 

    QuesDoes chapter 6: 3 refer to Jerusalem? 

    CACWell, that is in view, but we are thinking of it as applying to ourselves. For I delight in loving-kindness, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt-offerings (verse 6). It is what God delights in. Our thought is to do something for Him. They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek Jehovah; but they shall not find Him (chapter 5: 6). He has withdrawn Himself from them; that is, we shall never find Him on that line. If we go with our flocks and herds, that is bringing something to God. God says, Now, that is not what I am after. I think chapter 6: 6 must be a very favourite scripture with the Lord. I do not know that there is any other scripture that He quoted twice. The Jew was always on the line of works; it is the danger with us too, and it ends up with the withering of the soul. 

    QuesIs it not the difference between the old and new covenants? In Hebrews 8 you get, They shall not teach each his fellow-citizen, and each his brother, saying, Know the Lord; because all shall know me in themselves, from the little one among them unto the great among them. 

    CACThe great pleasure to God is that we should know Him. It is not what we bring  that will be all right if we know Him. The Pharisees used the law in a legal way upon the tax-gatherers and sinners. But the latter sat at table with Jesus and His disciples. His presence altered the whole thing. It was not, What can I get? but, What can I bring to these tax-gatherers and sinners? It alters all on mans side. If God is known in goodness and loving-kindness, it brings about what is corresponding in His people. 

    Paul said to the Corinthians, Some of you are ignorant of God. They were saying there was no resurrection. It is a very primary matter that God should be known as the God of resurrection. If you do not know Him thus, you ought to be ashamed of yourself. So the greatest thing is the knowledge of God. 

    RemJohn 17 says, This is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. 

    CACSo the reference here is to eternal life. And do you not think the whole of this book (one of the most instructive books there is) is for that purpose? It shows the knowledge of God is only reached through affliction. That is the purpose of His dealings; and behind all His dealings is the thought of His love. He means us to come into the truth of wifely relations, sonship and eternal life, and all that is bound up in His thoughts of love. All that is bound up in His dealings with us. What pains He took to produce in us conviction of sin. Millions of our fellow-beings live and die without any pangs of conviction. No child of God ever does. 

    RemIt says twice that they dealt treacherously (chapter 5: 7 and 6: 7). 

    CACThat was true of us all; we have been unfaithful to what God has made known, all the light He has given; and God deals with us to bring us to a sense of how unfaithful we have been. It is a breakdown in affections that is chiefly in view in this book  that is where the assembly has broken down. But the Lord chastens and disciplines. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore and repent (Revelation 3: 19). He disciplines and waits until there is an acknowledgment of their trespass (Hosea 5: 15). He cannot do anything with us before. When there is acknowledgment, He says: I will undertake everything for you. It is afflicted persons that seek God. Is any other acceptable? Is any ... afflicted, let him pray (James 5: 13). God is waiting for that, and we see His dealings are to bring us to the point that we must cease from all confidence in ourselves and turn to Him. 

    Then He will undertake everything for us. It runs through the whole life of the believer. Satan always tells us to keep quiet like the psalmist. He was shutting it up in his own breast and had no relief until, I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity I covered not; I said, I will confess my transgressions unto Jehovah, and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin (Psalm 32: 5). Then God will do all that is necessary for those who accept His dealings and His smiting. 

    As it says, He hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will he revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before his face. So we had better return to Him. There is the sense in the soul that God is for us. We have only to turn to Him in the truth of the conditions, whatever they may be, and He will do everything for us. And if we are not firmly fixed on that ground, we have not the knowledge of God. Fancy the blessed God making known to us what He is in His goodness! That is the importance of owning God in what has made me smart, because I learn Him. It is God that has made me smart, but that I might know Him. Oh, I do want you to know Me, He says. I have given you that stroke because I want you to know Me. It is grand. 

    QuesWhy does it say, like Adam in verse 7? 

    CACIt goes back to Adam, the very root, which was lack of confidence in God. 

    QuesTo what do the three days in chapter 6: 2 refer? 

    CACThere are certain experiences to be gone through preparatory to our getting the knowledge of God in Christ. 

    QuesWould it cover the thought of death and burial? 

    CACNo doubt. In the great general ways of God, which apply in miniature to the believer, the law came in first. It was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. It brought the conviction of sin and powerlessness. It is the way all souls have to pass through to get blessing in Christ. It is Romans 7 for us. 

    Then the day of the prophets deepened the lesson taught under the law, and brought in the promises of what God would do. But the prophets made certain that the blessing could only come in through Christ. 

    QuesWhat is the third day, On the third day he will raise us up? 

    CACI think the third day was like Christs day. And we shall live before his face. The third day brings in Christ. Think what the disciples had in the Lord. They found the claims of the law were all there in perfect fulfilment in Him. As to the prophets, they were all there in a blessed Man in perfect fulfilment. And they came into the shining of Christ. All the goodness of God was there in Him, and is there in Him for us. That is what revives the soul. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to His going forth as the morning dawn? 

    CACIs that not what we come to as following on? That is, it is first raising us up and making us live before His face; and then from that standpoint we follow on to know Jehovah, and His going forth is as assured as the morning dawn; His blessedness is as the eternal day. 

    It is very much like John 20. He goes forth to lead really into the knowledge of His Father and His God, known as the Father and God of His brethren, all in view of association with Him in ascension. He comes out of death and goes into resurrection, and is going forth into all that blessedness. What an experience it must have been to the disciples to find He was risen, and that He could be near to them as risen, and that was really on the ground that they were risen with Him. 

    It could not have been as natural men in the flesh. I do not mean that they entered into it, but He did. The knowledge of God enters into all that. If we do not know it, we are lacking in the knowledge of God. The third day He will raise us up, so we shall live before His face. It is a question whether we have taken in His great thought, which is absolutely true in His mind, that we are raised. Now I want you to know My thought of you, He would say. 

    The disciples in those forty days had a very blessed experience of what it is to be suitable to Him as His companions. It was not doctrine  they did not know the doctrine  but experience with them. And we are not ready for the assembly on its privilege side if we do not know it. He goes forth there to bring to pass all that before the worlds foundation was in the divine mind and counsel. He goes out of death for us to go out of death along with Him, that we might be participators in His life. 

    QuesWhat is the latter rain? 

    CACThe latter rain is the Spirit. It is to bring the crop to maturity. We are in that now; the Spirit is working to bring to maturity the great thoughts of God and His love. We are in it now. The Spirit brings that to maturity in the saints, that is, the complete thought of God. It is the climax of the book, showing the thoughts of divine love in their fruition. 

    It involves Christ being glorified, His having gone forth to be glorified. And His going forth is assured as the morning dawn. It is that He might come to us Spirit-wise to refresh us. 

    What a lot we should have to pray about. It is John 14, I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you. He comes to minister comfort to us. In the Supper we should look first to be comforted in the great thoughts of divine love. That is before He leads us in praise, because He has got to qualify us, so to speak. 

    RemWhen He came to them in John 20 He said, Peace be to you. 

    CACThere must be conditions of peace for Him to unfold the Fathers great things. So He says, Peace, that is the first thing. The first result is a great pervading sense of divine peace. We get too much occupied with our flocks and herds. But the Lord says, I shall tell you wonderful things if you will listen to Me. I shall furnish you with everything. 

    And so the headship of Christ comes in. The head, from whom all the body ... increases with the increase of God 

    (Colossians 2: 19). So you get increase in the knowledge of God. 

    That is the first operation of the headship of Christ. So a brother will pray before the meeting, O, that I might be a vessel used for increase in the knowledge of God. There will be no difficulty about the praise then. 

    RemAnd this man shall be Peace, it says (Micah 5: 5). 

    CACThat is beautiful. That will be true in a coming day. Israel will know Christ as risen; that will qualify them to enter into eternal life on the earth. And there will be no armaments then, but peace. 

    This book is taken up by the Lord, by Paul and by Peter; so that we are not at all wrong in taking this up as applying to us now. Peter says that no prophecy of Scripture is had from its own particular interpretation. You cannot tie up to Israel what is said in the prophetic word, but it is true of the assembly. 

    For I delight in loving-kindness, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt-offerings. It is as we are filled with loving-kindness as known in God that God has delight in us. He is not concerned about sacrifice, though that has its place. Well, God is wonderful and His ways are wonderful. And this book is largely the unfolding of His chastening ways, involving His smiting and wounding. It is like the outpouring of the grief of Christ over Jerusalem. It is the Spirit of Christ mourning over the condition of the people. Does it make us weep over the condition of the christian profession, or do we have hard thoughts about people? Do we feel ready to weep as feeling all they are missing and what God is missing? 
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    RESTORATION (JT 69)

    Hosea 6: 1 - 3; Isaiah 38: 9 - 20

    Restoration is in view. We find in meeting the responsibility of the church a want of energy, energy of affection that there might be a response. Two days refer to the period of the Lords ministry, the third day is resurrection. Pentecost corresponds morally. They were on resurrection ground. They were living in His sight, many try to live out of His sight. One should be exercised that the response of his heart is ever God-ward; God looks for energy of life. In Romans 6 we reckon ourselves among the living. God has torn and only He can heal. He may use certain instrumentalities to humble us, but only He can heal us. The knowledge of God in a soul is the only thing that can save us at such a time. David bowed under the hand of God. Whether He binds up or tears, it is to one end, that the living might praise Him. Discipline is to the end that we might come to the house of the Lord as worshippers. The effect of Christs ministry before His death was revival but not life; the third day is life; we are quickened in our affections that we may live before God. God is our refuge and resource. If He has done it, it is that He might have us before Him in life, that we might have power, not only to live here, but to respond to Gods love. Romans shows us how our state is met consistently with Gods righteousness. Colossians is the third day, resurrection, we are raised by faith, quickened together, living in Gods sight, you are conscious of it. 

    We should be more concerned about what God sees than what the brethren see. In Mark 11: 11 the Lord came into the temple, and looked around; He inspects. He came into the temple, but He did not stay there. He went out to Bethany. He surveys all christendom, but He does not stay there. In Mark 3 he looked around on His brethren. He sees christians wherever they are, but He stayed in the circle. They would have Him come outside, but He answered them saying Who is my mother, or my brethren? And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother. It was Gods will for them at that time to sit around Him and hear Him! He is always looking around. He has a right to it, As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. A true christian may be so thoroughly asleep that he is no different from the dead. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light, Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord, Hosea 6: 3. Pauls doctrine would lead one on to know the Lord. Rain is ministry, refreshment. Christian blessedness lies in two things  the knowledge of God and the knowledge of ourselves. 

    Isaiah 38 is What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. Bitterness of soul is Marah, self-judgment, remembering what the flesh is, it is a bitter thing. O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit; his discipline was not for wrong-doing, but to bring about life. We must be living to answer to a living God. He is thinking of God, and says, For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee. God would get no praise from the grave, but The living, the living, he shall praise thee. Gods discipline was to the end that He might be praised by the living  One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple, Psalm 27: 4. It is not enough to desire, one must resolve; resolution is stronger than desire. One may know what it is to go on in communion with the Lord but lose it; in such a case one may be torn of the Lord and left for awhile. 

    Isaiah 38: 20  The house of the Lord is a moral thought, Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord, for ever. The house of God is the circle of the saints recognizing what is according to God. Singing on the stringed instruments would be in the meeting  He touches the hearts of the saints and there is vibration. The father shall make known the truth to the children like Paul to Timothy. Faithful men like Hezekiah reached a higher plane than Job or Jacob. He sang to the stringed instruments in the house of the Lord. You look for freshness every time you come to the meeting. The Lord touches the stringed instruments. We want to be available to the Lord  that should be our exercise. 
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    KNOWLEDGE (JT 79)

    John 6:67 - 69; Hosea 6:3; Zechariah 11:11

    I have in mind to speak about knowledge, as in the expression the knowledge of the Holy, involving spiritual knowledge  a very wide and great subject. I shall endeavour to be concise, for in no sense could anyone be exhaustive, in fact, no one should attempt to be exhaustive in addressing the people of God as to Christ and His things. We can only know in part, and understand and speak in part, for speaker and hearers are necessarily limited; and the Lord graciously presents the truth to us in part, or in parts, taking account of our limitations, and specially as to our capacity for retention. Take, for instance, the garments of the high priest; in the types they are brought before us in parts, necessarily so, one garment covering him altogether, as you might say  the cloak; for personal beauty and line and grace are not what are prominent in service, but efficiency. There is, therefore, a great covering garment, which could not have been on the Beloved One who is described in the Song of Songs  for the spouse speaks of him in part according to his personal figure, graces, members: that is a question of love, of reciprocated love. But in service that is not the prominent thought, but efficiency. The garments of the high priest are given separately and are severally described, so that we may take them in severally and, according to our measure, piece them together and see them all in order upon him. I mention that, dear brethren, to illustrate what I have in mind before I proceed. There is no question of presenting anything exhaustive, but what may serve in part that we may learn; for each of these meetings is intended thus, that we should learn one thing at a time  we are scarcely able for more; not that each one may not get some feature for himself, but generally that is the intent in these meetings. 

    So I take up Peter to illustrate how knowledge is acquired, the knowledge of the holy, as I may say, for that is what he had in mind in his answer to the Lords enquiry. He places faith before knowledge, for the knowledge of God and of Christ and of the things of God and of Christ, heavenly things, can only be taken in or possessed by believers. The natural intellect may go some way, but the natural mind never has a right thought on the things of God. I doubt very much whether any creed gives the right thought of any doctrine, the right spiritual intent in it; all must be on the principle of faith, and in truth faith is what is impossible to the natural man. Faith has not to do with what is visible, the bearing of it is upon what is invisible, and that is necessarily outside the range of the natural mind. So Peter here is one of the twelve, he appears as representative of the twelve whom the Lord had chosen: He says, Have not I chosen you the twelve?  he is representative of them in this particular setting. And in his answer to the Lords enquiry, Will ye also go away?, he indicates plainly for us the way of knowledge. So we should pay strict attention to the words, which indeed the Authorised Version does not give correctly, but in the New Translation it reads, We have believed and known  that is spiritual history which ought to set every believer in motion as it is presented to him. It is well to be directed back to your spiritual history; we are very fond of reverting to our birthdays and to anything that gives us distinction since those days  the camera helps in that way, as well as the autograph album  but it is well to take a retrospective view of ones whole spiritual history. A believer is an entity, he is a known entity in heaven  a very great fact  he is in the Whos Who book there certainly. Much perhaps is known there that even he has now forgotten. It is a great comfort, in one way, that things are not forgotten, that nothing is omitted there. I believe the histories of Gods people are a perfect delight to God, as He is able to view them abstractly  to view them apart from what may be discreditable; not that He omits that either, a solemn matter!  but God takes account of His own abstractly, that is leaving out, as He alone can, what is not to be included finally. God can afford to do that, speaking reverently, and indeed, I can afford to do it as to myself too. It is a poor thing to pursue a line and keep adding to what must be left out finally  yet, alas, one can do that. Johns first epistle is intended to teach us how to think abstractly; how to reckon with God according to His work in us, how to understand that, as Christ is, we also are in this world (chapter 4:17) and that every one begotten of God does not sin, that he keeps himself and the wicked one does not touch him (chapter 5:18). That is a part of our education, beloved friends, that is perhaps little understood, but it is a very great part; that one is entitled, and indeed required, to take a view of ones spiritual history, to go over it: that is what the wilderness, in one sense, is intended to teach us  the wilderness in the book of Numbers. It is after they reach what we speak of as the springing well, a well that sprang up after it was digged. Digging is a process that is not seen at the beginning, it is a habit you acquire, meaning the removing of what hinders the springing up of the Spirit. There is something within that is wonderful  let it come up, give it vent! You acquire the habit of removing what hinders, and what follows on that is movement. After the digging here, they moved on, as you will remember, until they got to Pisgah, which, as we are told, looks over the surface of the waste (Numbers 21:20); that is, it is a sort of retrospective view of the wilderness  as to what God has been to them in it. You may take account of all that history as to what God has been to you, and what you have been to God. How Caleb would have loved to do that! Caleb and Joshua came out of Egypt, and entered into Canaan, they represent the spiritual element in the christian that goes right through. Take Joshua  how he would revert to his companionship with Moses on the mount, and what hundreds of things he would recall! And so Caleb  on the confines of the land  looks back some forty or forty-five years and tells Joshua what he was then; he did not forget. That was history, spiritual history. And, having reviewed it and put it in its order in the present  what a present!  what does faith say? What hath God wrought! (Numbers 23:23)  that is what faith says; not what I have done; I have to put my hand upon my mouth in regard to that, and cover it; I may have much to be ashamed of, but What hath God wrought!. In spite of what I have done, in spite of what I have been, He carries on His work. A study of the book of Deuteronomy will fill your soul with this line of things. The blessing of Moses the man of God is not anticipative, it is retrospective; the things he speaks of in the tribes were in some sense practical, that is, they denote what God has wrought, and that leads to praise. At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!. Heaven knows all that; God is eternally occupied, every day, and every hour, and every minute, with His own work; far transcending the interest He had in the great physical system is His delight in the work He is carrying on moment by moment in myriads of persons, with the great result to bring into view, what He has wrought! 

    Well now, I think Peter gives us the clue to this; he says, We have believed and known. What have they believed? and what have they known? That the One who was despised amongst them and had been rejected of men was the Christ. You may say, No wonder Peter knew that, for the Father told him; but that is not the point here, the point here is past spiritual history. We have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God!  that was what they had come to. That is to say, it is a question of faith first, faith in the Lord Jesus as to who He was; not yet, what He could do; faith in His saving work will come in later; the point here is who He was. How can I start out in the field of knowledge save as I get to the Centre of it, to the Source of it, to the Sustainer of it? And that is Christ  who He is  the holy one of God. Beginning with Him, there is no end really to the knowledge  it ever widens and deepens. Thou art the holy one of God, Peter says, we have believed and known it. I would again suggest, dear brethren, the importance of looking back in this sense, and seeing how you have begun, and whether you have been building up on a right foundation in regard to the knowledge you have acquired. 

    Well now, the Old Testament ever supports what we get in the New, and in the book of Hosea we have, We shall know; this is, as I may say, the spirit of prophecy; but it is also the spirit of the remnant, and it is a great matter to come into possession of the spirit of the remnant. There is, in the Old Testament, the Spirit of Christ, the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of the remnant. The spirit of the remnant is a humble, broken spirit, with nothing vaunting about it, for they are just a remnant, marked by tears as to what had been, joy as to what will be, and present comfort in what is, for God never forsakes His people: the spirit of the remnant marks what has been, and what will be, and what is. That is, there is enough to sustain faith in the darkest period of the history of Gods people. The prophets are of immense importance in that way, the spirit of Christ in them is full of victory, of battling with every possible difficulty and overcoming it; that is the spirit of Christ. It was remarkably portrayed in the passage in Zechariah, a most vigorous chapter on the part of the Spirit of Christ, even as to the destruction of the shepherds, that the poor of the flock might be saved. So in Hosea 6, the remnant speak of revival, of being raised up: the third day he will raise us up, a beautiful understanding of the principle of resurrection. On the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before his face (verse 2). What confidence! what victory indeed, there is in that! And so it goes on, And we shall know  one would love to see the young brothers and sisters moving in this way  they are, I believe, but there is a great lack of energy in following things up: the Spirit of God is active constantly in bringing things out for us, bringing things to our attention. The apostle says to Timothy, Thou  hast been thoroughly acquainted or, as it may read hast fully followed up. It is rarely that one meets with a young brother who fully follows up the thread of the testimony, that which God is continuously and constantly presenting by one and another. We cannot afford to miss any of it. Thou hast been thoroughly acquainted, says the apostle, with my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings (2 Timothy 3:10). I believe Timothy would read every letter that he heard Paul had written; I believe that he would seek to hear every address that Paul gave, every word that he spoke. That was the attitude of Timothy, and it is the attitude that is proper to our time; it is urgent that nothing should be omitted that the Lord gives. So here, We shall know, that is the statement, there is no doubt about it  then we shall know  why should not I  know if others do? Why should I be ignorant if others know? I know of no reason why any one of us here should not know; it is a question of diligence. Here the spirit of the remnant says, We shall know, but it does not stop there  We shall follow on to know  that is resolve. Resolution is a great matter in the things of God, as in all else  we shall follow on to know. And then it adds for encouragement  the spirit of the remnant says, His going forth is assured as the morning dawn; and he will come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain which watereth the earth. That is the expectation, dear brethren. How beautiful and exhilarating is the thought! Think of the Lord Jesus, for instance, as He rose from the dead, His going forth, what that meant  it was truly the dawn of morning. Did one have the opportunity of watching with intelligence the movements of Christ, His going forth, how exhilarating and refreshing it would be! how full of hope is His going forth! And then His coming as the rain; how the Lord comes in on His people refreshing us, as He does! Many of us know it. These things are set together as incentives to us in following on. Let us not be weary, beloved, in following up the things the Lord gives. There is no thought of His relaxing in this respect, the ministry will go on. I see the Lord preparing for it in the many young He is raising up to serve as it is going on, and He is preparing them that it should go on, and it is for us generally to follow it up. We shall follow on to know Jehovah, and there will be ample recompense for us in His going forth and His coming upon us as a refreshing rain causing fruitfulness to God, and refreshment to ourselves. 

    Then in chapter 11 of the prophet Zechariah, we have, as I said, great vigour in the Spirit of Christ. This often appears amongst us: occasions arise which call for vigour  vigorous dealing with what is opposed; and for discrimination too; so that the poor of the flock come distinctly into view. That is a great matter, to bring them clearly into view  the poor of the flock. They are called in this chapter the flock of slaughter; that is to say, the saints of God, as faithful in any given time, are viewed thus: they are always exposed, as the apostle said, We are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter (Romans 8:36). But then he adds, In all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us (verse 37). The poor of the flock are regarded peculiarly in this chapter. Jehovah says, Feed the flock of slaughter, whose possessors slay them without being held guilty; and they that sell them say, Blessed be Jehovah! for I am become rich; and their own shepherds pity them not. How vigorous that is! The servants business is to feed the flock of slaughter, and the true servant will see that he does; he said, I fed the flock of slaughter, truly the poor of the flock ... And I destroyed three shepherds in one month. How vigorous he was; and in times like these vigour is required, in facing things, but making sure of the flock, the poor of the flock, and providing for them. That is the spirit of the shepherd, providing for the poor of the flock, and, in providing for them, the Lord in spirit says, The poor of the flock that gave heed to me knew that it was the word of Jehovah. It is a comfort to every servant that he may be assured of this, that if he feeds the poor of the flock, they will, as it says, give heed to him. You may be sure of that. Of course this is speaking of Christ, in the full sense of it, but then all the under-shepherds necessarily take character from Christ, and if I feed the flock, they will wait upon me; it is to their advantage to wait upon him who feeds them, but they do it in love. How the poor of the flock were attached to Christ when He was here! Take those women who followed Him from Galilee  that was a long way for women in those days, there was very little provision, I apprehend, for travel. They followed Him to the cross; they stood by the cross of Jesus; they followed Him to the limit, as I might say. What comfort it would have given to the Lord as He hung there to look upon them! How attached to Him they were! Luke says they ministered to him in following Him. They did not look for recompense, nor for their travelling expenses; no, they thought only of Him: they ministered to Him of their substance, they waited upon Him! Did they have any doubt as to Him? None; they knew, it says, that it was the word of Jehovah. Is there not a great lesson in that for us all? As fed by the Good Shepherd through the under-shepherds, we wait upon them, we feel how essential they are to us, every one of them, and the poor of the flock discern the word of Jehovah  they knew, it says, that it was the word of Jehovah; no less than that! Not simply the word of an ordinary rabbi, which term Judas could use  no, they would say, like Mary Magdalene, Rabboni, my Teacher; or they would say Lord, like Mary of Bethany; they would sit at His feet. Did Mary of Bethany ever question, think you, what Jesus said? Never; it was to her the word of Jehovah. And as I am ministered to, I minister, I wait upon those that minister, and I have discernment; I know the word of the Lord when I hear it. The poor of the flock that gave heed to me knew that it was the word of Jehovah. Let others say what they will, the poor of the flock know; that is an immense thing that there are some anyway, who are fed as the poor of the flock, who know the word of the Lord. The servant can be assured of this, dear brethren, that those that are ministered to, those that are fed, will discern; the poor of the flock will discern the true ministry, they will discern the word of God, that is, the word of Jehovah, as it says here. 

    That is all I have in mind, dear brethren. There is much, as I said before, that could be said on this great subject. If one were to go into Ephesians, for instance, with ones little ability, what a field there is! The principle there is just what I have been saying; the apostle says, Having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention of you at my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory  think of all that, think of what was in his mind  would give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him, being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe (chapter 1:15 - 19) Who can go over that wonderful field? But it is for us and the Holy Spirit would lead us on; if we follow on to know, we shall get into that great Ephesian field of knowledge. How infinitely beyond any field of scientific knowledge, so-called, is the knowledge of God in His great thoughts. And the Holy Spirit in us would give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him! 
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    THE VOICE OF GOD AND THE VOICE OF FAITH (JT 94)

    Hosea 6: 1 - 9

    I read these few verses mainly because they contain the voice of faith: On the one hand the voice Of God, and on the other hand the voice of faith. The voice of faith is first introduced in this chapter, but I suppose that before there can be the voice of faith, the voice of God must be heard in our souls. The Lord causes His voice to be heard in our souls to the intent that there should be an enunciation Of faith Godward. Now, if God speaks to us, He speaks very pointedly. Many seem to think that God is very indefinite, but those who have heard His voice testify that He is very direct and very pointed. He goes to the root Of the matter, and it is not at all likely that He should speak to you about things that are beyond you. It is more than likely that if God speaks to you, He will remind you of things that are immediate, that need calling attention to, things that are obviously of moment. That was the service the prophets rendered to the people. Their office was to call the attention of the people to certain things then existing, and it was essential that they should be noticed. Is that clear to you? Have I hewed them by the prophets. That is a remarkable expression. The figure is that of hewing down trees. When we come to the Scriptures we find that the instrument by which God cuts is the word. The word of God is quick and powerful ... to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight, but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do, Hebrews 4: 12, 13. In other words, if God speaks to your soul through a vessel, a prophet, your soul is brought into direct touch with God. The vessel is Of no importance in that respect. When God speaks to you, everything is exposed. The dissecting instrument Of God is so keen and so sharp that everything is rooted out. Let us recall the ministry of Samuel and the prophets which was to bring the word Of God unto the people of God. The Lord says, Have I hewed them by the prophets. You may remember one instance of it in the prophet Elijah and the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18: 17 - 40). God exposes everything; Elijah says, How long halt ye between two opinions? That was Gods way Of addressing the conscience Of Israel at that time. If the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him. What a word that was. If some Of those seven thousand in Israel, unknown to Elijah, who had not bowed to Baal, were in the audience, they would have responded to the call of the prophet. Usually people that come to gospel meetings are exercised, though some may come out of curiosity. If you come persistently, it shows that you are exercised. Exercise of soul is very often covered by a thick veil, but when I observe people persistently coming to hear the preaching of the word Of God, I think that generally there will be results. The word Of God is loathsome to the flesh. It is a bore, and there is nothing attractive in it to the flesh. Many of Gods people are hidden, and Elijah ought to have known that. God knew of them. They were not in public; if they had been Elijah would have known it. Even today many of the Lords people are covered up. They come to hear the word Of God. What do you come for? There must be some bit of interest in your heart or you would not come. There must be something there, and that is what encourages one. Elijah called the people together and on that occasion, by the help Of God, he exposed the prophets of Baal. What a marvellous moment for the prophet of God, one man alone in the presence Of four hundred prophets of Baal. The people were halting between two opinions. If you are halting between two opinions, your leanings are against God. You may appear to be neutral, but your sympathies are sure to be against God, just as the peoples sympathies were with Baal. Neutrality in the things of God is an utter impossibility. Let us suppose there were some of those seven thousand there in Israel who secretly refused Baal, refused to kiss him or to bow the knee to him. How they would have appreciated Elijah and his call to the people: How long halt ye between two opinions? God had His mind about Baal. I know many here that are on the Lords side because they have taken a public stand for Him. They are not hidden. If Elijah were here he would see them. There may be some here who are hidden. There is no doubt a resolution in your heart that you are not going to serve Baal, but you have not come out publicly for Christ, and taken a stand, yet you are secretly approving of what I am saying. The Lord says: Have I hewed them by the prophets. God had His way in that respect. You will remember that Elijah took the four hundred prophets of Baal and slew them. That was direct wrath upon those prophets; the wrath of God executed by His prophet. But he did more than that, he hewed the people as well as the prophets, but in the case of the people, he hewed their consciences. That is what one would like to do. There is no work outside conscience work. The prophets were engaged in ploughing up the consciences of the people. The Lord said that men had laboured, the prophets had laboured. They had been ploughing for centuries. They had been hewing the consciences of the people by the word of God, and the greatest and the last of them, John the Baptist, continued this ministry. He went out to the wilderness and preached to the people, and by the word of God he effected conviction. There is nothing at all for God in your soul if you are not convicted of sin. Peter says, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord, Luke 5: 8. Now John the Baptist says, The axe is laid unto the root of the trees, Luke 3: 9. That is the idea of hewing. The moment was come when the tree was to be cut down by the roots. Not at the centre but at the roots. Do you understand that? God goes to the very bottom. God intends you to be rooted and grounded in love. That is where the roots are to be. The root of the tree is shown by its fruit and if the fruit is bad (and, in the case of man after the flesh, it certainly is) the tree has to be cut down by the root. That is the idea of conviction. The word of God enters the soul, 

    and the whole moral being is ploughed up by the heart being rendered thoroughly unhappy and uneasy. I was saying elsewhere some time ago, that you never have a good conscience until you have had a bad one. When the word of God enters your soul, it brings home to you what you have been and what you are, and you smite your breast and say: God be merciful to me a sinner, Luke 18: 13. You may thank God for any vessel that brings the light of God to your conscience. It is a mercy to you. 

    In the beginning of the chapter we read Come, and let us return unto the Lord, and what I want to show you by this, beloved friends, is that the word of God not only exposes you, but it brings to you the light of God, the God who is love. Look at the gospels, which are the unfolding of what is intimated in these few verses: He hath torn and he will heal us. In a sense these few words put together contain the ministry of the Lord Jesus. The Lord exposes by divine light and then He ministers grace  a wonderful thought. The law came in by Moses, but grace and truth came by or subsist in Jesus Christ. The Lord anoints  He does all that is necessary for those who are wounded in spirit. He binds up the broken hearted. He hath torn; do you know anything about this experience? The tearing is what one may call surgical work, and then follows the binding up and the healing. There is a wonderful picture of all this in Luke 10. There was a man going down to Jericho having the oil and the wine, and he bound up the man who fell among thieves. That is the ministry of grace, He hath torn, and He will heal. How is it with you? Is your spirit torn, your soul rent with sorrow and conviction? You remember the bride in the Canticles, how she says, I am black but comely. Why was she black? The sun of conviction had looked upon her and had scorched her. I say, turn to the Lord. It is better to turn to the Lord than to suffer, for we know that they who are under conviction do suffer. It is a question of the grace of God. Christ died. Death had to be accomplished before anything could be effected for man. The Lord Jesus went into death that God might have a free hand to bind up. 

    He hath smitten, and he will bind us up. Faith does not stop there. You want to get on to new ground. The man who was bound up in Luke 10 was not left on the road. On the other hand we have the woman in John 4. The Lord did nothing for her but He set her in motion. She left her water pot. There is no intimation of His doing anything for her. She moves herself. That is in entire keeping with the fountain of water springing up into everlasting life. In Luke 10, the man is carried. The Samaritan placed him upon his own beast, and he is carried and taken care of until the Lord comes back. That is what the Lord does. What souls require is to be led on to a new position, on to new ground. Do you follow what I am saying? There are multitudes of believers hidden away, and they are as yet on the old ground, they are simply where they were before their conversion. I want you to see that a change of ground is involved in the gospel of God. Notice what is stated further: After two days will he revive us. Everything has to be noticed in Scripture. The two days must be taken account of. Then it says: In the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. Now without enlarging on this subject (because it is a very great subject), I may say the verse suggests life, and there is nothing in the Scriptures of wider bearing than life. I may say that the Lord raises the question of eternal life every now and again with His people. Many saints are not clear on the subject, and the Lord will not allow us to rest until we understand it. The question of life and everlasting life arises here. After two days will he revive us. Not binding now but being in the position of death. Faith accepts it. Have you accepted it? The apostle Paul says, If one died for all, then were all dead (2 Corinthians 5: 14), so that they who live should not henceforth live to themselves but unto Him who died and rose again. Here there was before the eye of God a Man who answered in every way to God. Adam had transgressed the covenant, but the Lord says, Thy law is within my heart. He had not transgressed the covenant. He delighted in the law; He magnified it. That Man must live before God. He would have a title to live before God, and the two days were testimony to it. After two days will he revive us is the testimony to a man that lived before God. He was here for Gods pleasure. He was endowed with the power of the kingdom, and with that power cast out demons. I cast out devils, and I do cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected, Luke 13: 32. In other words the Lord would die and take up life in an entirely new state. He was entitled to life in the flesh, but in the spirit He has taken up life in a new condition, and that was on the third day. The Lord rose from the dead on the third day, according to the Scriptures. Hence the resurrection of Christ is for faith: In the third day he will raise us up. Now I want to ask you if you have any part in the divine thought expressed in the apostles words: Lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6: 12. Life after the flesh would not answer to the mind of God. The Lord established a title to live, but in resurrection He has taken up a life which is a life out of death. So that it says, in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. I wonder how many of this company have gone through these three days. You have got to pass through them in your soul. Jonah was three days and three nights in the whales belly. So shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth, Matthew 12: 40. The fourth day is the day of decay. In the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. I understand that to be everlasting life. It is life after three days, a double testimony. This, beloved friends, is death and resurrection. It is what I understand to be the peculiar blessing of God for us, reviving us and raising us up that we might live before Him. Where do you live? I fear most of us live before men. The apostles idea was, he judged that if one died for all, then all have died. Christ was raised that they who live should not henceforth live to themselves but to Him who died and rose again. O that Ishmael might live before thee (Genesis 17: 18), said Abraham, but God said, not Ishmael but Isaac; and Isaac had to die in figure and he rose in principle out of death. Hezekiah also is brought up out of death in figure to live before God. It is The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day (Isaiah 38:19). God accomplishes that for Himself. After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. If you get hold of that you have something that will give you a footing on new ground and that ground is the ground of resurrection. It is not Ishmael, but Isaac; as the apostle Paul says, we are children of the free woman, and hence we live before God. You want to keep in Gods sight. He takes pleasure in you. You may not know it, but God has pleasure in the believer. He will raise you up, and it is to the end that you might live. What is the idea of living? I understand it that your affections are taken up with another. The Lords word to the woman at the well was that a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life was to be in her. The Spirit takes hold of the believers affections, transfers them from the world to divine Persons, and in that way the fountain springs up into everlasting life. 

    In the next verse, the language of faith is Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord. There is a resolution, a resolve to follow on to know the Lord. God is before you and you wish to know Him, and you follow on to know Him. So it says, His going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. It points to His highest present position in heaven, and He comes down as the heavenly rain. We shall follow on to know the Lord, and we shall have, as I understand, the heavenly influence of Christ. This influence comes out of heaven upon our souls, so that you and I are on new ground and under a new influence. And, beloved friends, the Lord Jesus as in the highest place should influence all below, as the sun influences the earth. It is an immense thing to be under the influence of a heavenly Man. May the Lord bless the word to us. 
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    THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD IN THE GOSPEL (JT 98)

    Hosea 6: 1 - 3

    We need to be reminded that the gospel going forth into the world assumes that God goes before it sovereignly in order to prepare the way for it. Every intelligent christian recognises that and counts upon it. If the gospel is to be effectual, God has to precede it so as to prepare souls. He acts sovereignly, as of old; the Spirit of God is said to have been hovering over the chaotic state of the earth before it was called into its present form or order. The Spirit of God hovered over it; that is to say, God was here in a sovereign way by His Spirit, with the end in view to bring in order. Now I liken the state of humanity morally to the physical creation in Genesis 1: 2, before God begins to act upon it; the state of the race may be described as being darkness and chaos, but the Spirit of God is hovering over it. We are little aware of the fact that Gods Spirit is now here, hovering over the race, ever waiting for an opportunity to act on your soul. From the moment that a man is born into the world, God shadows him. He takes account of us from our infancy and waits upon us, so that He might have an entrance into our hearts. Now, that is a very touching thing. When we knew nothing about God, had no exercise and were totally indifferent to Him, God was concerned about us. I make bold to say God thinks of every man that comes into the world, and His thoughts of us are thoughts of good and not of evil. I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith Jehovah, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, Jeremiah 29: 11. Whatever your thoughts may be, God thinks of us for good. 

    A moment then comes when God commands light. He said at the beginning, Let there be light. And there was light, Genesis 1: 3. He commands light, and there is light, as the apostle says, God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. God has shone into the hearts of christians. 

    Think of that! A moment comes in the history of a soul when God commands light, and that light penetrates into the darkest crevices of the human heart; the sun in the heavens cannot do that, but All things, says the apostle, are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do. It says in that same passage, The word of God is living and operative, ... penetrating to the division of ... joints and marrownotice that, the surgical operation of the word-and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, 

    Hebrews 4: 12. You might find it difficult to discern between these things, thoughts and intents. Happy for us if many of our thoughts were allowed to remain as thoughts, and if many of our intents were allowed to remain as intents, and never to become actions! 

    There are thoughts, intents and actions. We look at one another, and can only judge of the actions. I can say little as to your thoughts and intents, but I can say something as to your actions. Then it says, There is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do. 

    Now, the entrance of Gods word, we are told, giveth light, and the question is, What are you to do with the light? What does it disclose? It discloses a horrible condition. You remember when the Lord gave signs to Moses, the second sign was to put his hand into his bosom, and when he drew it out, it was leprous. There is nothing in that heart of yours but leprosy. Out of the heart of men, go forth evil thoughts ..., Mark 7: 21. There is leprosy within, and what proceeds out? Nothing but corruption! 

    However fair your exterior may be, and however well you may pass muster according to the rules of this world, when Gods light shines in, there is nothing but leprosy disclosed; and the lepers place is outside the camp! Peter discerned the leprosy when the Lord borrowed his boat, and he said, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord (Luke 5: 8), and the next character that appears is a leper, but the Lord touches him, and the leprosy departs. The light of God shines in, and if you are honest it produces a bad conscience. If you have never had a bad conscience you will never have a good one! First it must be purged. The light of God penetrates, exposing what is inside, and the effect of the exposure is a bad conscience. A wounded stag wants to be alone. The leper should be isolated, and he desires to be isolated. His place is outside the congregation of the Lord. A bad conscience drives you to isolation, but a purged conscience prepares you for the congregation of the Lord, where you are no longer in isolation, but in company. 

    The first part of the passage I have read contemplates that the speakers are convicted, and that by the light of the Lord. Now what is the effect? The effect is that they say Come and let us return unto Jehovah: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. He smites the conscience of the sinner, and the sinner who is enlightened knows that only God can heal. The effect of the word is a surgical operation and produces a wound, and God alone can heal that wound. The speaker has light not only as to his own state, but as to God, and that is the gospel. It says in Genesis 1, There was evening, and there was morning-the first day, not morning and evening. The light produces a state in your soul that corresponds to the evening, and after an evening comes a morning: the morning is filled with hope. The evening is the end of a day, and the end, in a sense, of the hopes connected with that day, but the morning is full of hope so the answer to every evening in the soul is a morning of light. The reception of the gospel may lead to an experience which corresponds to an evening, but that results in a morning of hope. Genesis 1 depicts the history of your soul, till you arrive at the end, where there are no more evenings but a continual day in the presence of the full light of God. Paul did not contemplate any more evenings; he contemplated a continual morning. He was in the good of the light that shines in the face of Christ. 

    The speakers here in Hosea have light as regards God. They say, Come and let us return unto Jehovah. If the light comes it finds you a good distance away. Astronomers speak a good deal of the distance between the sun and the earth, but the light of God travels more quickly than the light of the sun. 

    Morally, the distance between God and your soul is immeasurable, but light travels quickly. In the tabernacle the cherubim of glory were looking down, whereas in the temple they were looking out, as if God had changed His attitude on account of the mercy-seat. He is looking out now on the race, and directly He sees a movement in any mans heart He is interested and He moves. Not only does the light travel but God travels, I say it reverently, and He travels rapidly. He ran to meet the returning prodigal, and He will run to meet you; you will not have far to come! The book of Chronicles contemplates that in principle God looks out on the race, and directly a movement takes place in your heart, He can see it, and to see it is to induce Him to move. I love to think of divine Persons moving. They reserve the right to move, and they move towards man. The speakers here knew that; they have light and say, Come and let us return unto Jehovah: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. What a different operation now! no longer surgical, but bandages! You need those bandages, and the nurse knows so well how to apply the bandages. It is like the Samaritan in the parable binding up the mans wounds, pouring in oil and wine. God alone knows how to do it for He has created the wound. Who among us has not had a wound? Scripture says, Faithful are the wounds of a friend, how much more so are Gods wounds! He wounds you to bind you up, and in that you learn His care and love for you. Well, now they have got more light than that; they go on to say, After two days will he revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before his face. It is Gods thought for man, that he should be revived. I still pursue the illustration of a patient in a hospital; it is one thing to be bound up, but another thing to get out of the bed and walk! All that applies to the christian; in other words, you have to be revived spiritually. Note the intelligence the speakers have here; they say After two days will he revive us. Two represents adequate testimony; three represents complete testimony. Now God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, as the apostle tells us, for He desires that your faith might not stand in mens wisdom, but in Gods power, 1 Corinthians 2: 5. Hence the manner of Pauls preaching was not after mans wisdom. He desired that his converts should be established on a firm foundation. 

    Much of the preaching of the present day leaves the convert in a hospital bed at best! You want a firm foundation; you need to be established, and God would establish you in His power, and in the full light of His nature. The two days refer, I think, to the Lords testimony in the flesh; Go, tell that fox, the Lord says, Behold, I cast out demons and accomplish cures today and to-morrow-a double testimony-and the third day I am perfected, Luke 13: 32. What was the Lord here for? He was here in testimony: He says, If I by the Spirit of God cast out demons-what is the testimony following on that?-then indeed the kingdom of God is come upon you, Matthew 12: 28. The power of God was present in the Lords ministry. What was the object? 

    To establish those who had faith, to let them know that God had come in. Peter understood it when he said the Lord Jesus went about doing good, because God was with him. God had visited His people. 

    Those two days have their place on the divine side, and represent the ministry of Christ, but they also have their place in the soul, in your history and mine. You want to have your soul established in Christs ministry. You want to understand the gospels, and to see the foundation on which christianity is reared up. 

    Paul says, Not in wisdom of word, 1 Corinthians 1: 17. You want to have your faith established on Gods testimony presented in Christ. After two days the testimony should become effectual in their souls. Put yourselves in the company of those who heard Him. 

    What an effect on your soul! I think I should have said, This is the Hope of Israel, all the hopes I have gathered up from Moses and the promises are all centred in this Man. There were those who said Search the scriptures, that is quite right, but the Lord says, They it is which bear witness concerning me, John 5: 39. There is no profit from the scripture, unless you see the testimony of Christ. When you come to the gospels, you get Moses and the prophet on the mount speaking with Christ, but they disappear, for all their testimony was personified in that Man; they disappear, and the Father says, This is my beloved Son, ... hear him, Matthew 17: 5. 

    Let me appeal to you to hear the voice of Christ. If you want your soul to rest on a solid foundation, let it rest on the testimony of Christ. 

    Then they go on, On the third day he will raise us up. Wonderful words!-to be revived and raised up, and made to live in Gods sight. I take the third day to indicate the death and resurrection of Christ. The third day, the Lord says, I am perfected; and He went through all that had to be gone through to take mans place. He is perfected in resurrection. As you see Christ in resurrection you are entitled to regard that as your own resurrection. Do you regard yourself as risen? As a believer you are entitled to. It is no question of actuality, it is a question of faith. Abraham believed God who calls the things that be not as being; that is what faith does. It takes account of God. I see in the death and resurrection of Christ my own death and resurrection. We are entitled to see that. The leprosy is removed by the touch of Christ; but in order to remove it, He had to go into death. The leper is thus cleansed and made fit for the congregation. On the third day he will raise us up, so that faith in the remnant goes on to the full end, and recognises there is recovery for God. 

    And we shall live before his face. You are made to live, but not for yourself. God loves to look into our souls and to see that the pulsations of our heart are Godward. Thou hast in love, says Hezekiah, delivered my soul from the pit of destruction. 

    The living, the living, he adds, he shall praise thee, Isaiah 38: 17, 19. Then there is a point further, to show how faith goes to the full end of the truth we shall know,-we shall follow on to know Jehovah; his going forth is assured as the morning dawn; and he will come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain which watereth the earth. It is not if we follow on; it is we shall follow on. If made to live before God, you want to know that God. Here the covenant comes in; God opens up His heart to you, and His disposition towards you, and thus you come to know Him. There can be no greater thing than that. He has relieved us of pressure, and death, and now we are made to live before Him-we shall follow on to know Jehovah. One deplores the inertness and sluggishness of believers; how little exercise there is as to the knowledge of God! The knowledge of the Lord is to cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. Our souls are to be illuminated by the light of His nature. That is Gods thought. 

    There is nothing God delights in more than disclosing what is in His heart; and when you know that, you have absolute confidence. Delilah said as to Samson, He has told me all his heart, Judges 16: 18. There was no longer any hesitation; she was assured she had the secret. Alas for Samson, she had the secret! But now, you have the secret of God, and the knowledge of His heart. You have never any difficulty as to anything after you know His heart. One is completely emancipated; one is never disturbed about anything after that. How much christians are disturbed and harassed, tossed about like a bark on the waters, but if they had the secret of the knowledge of God in their souls they would never be disturbed. You take account of everything that happens to you in that light. If there is a cloud, you see the bow in the cloud; it is put there for the encouragement of your heart. You are like mount Zion, which represents the sovereignty of God; it cannot be moved. It abides for ever. What a point to reach! We shall follow on-they never stop until they reach the end-to know Jehovah. 

    One point more: His going forth is assured as the morning dawn; and he will come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain which watereth the earth. What an expectation! It is, no doubt, an allusion to Christ gone on high. He went there to influence the earth; not simply for Himself, but on account of His people, in order that there should be the sun in the heavens and rain on the earth. His going forth, says faith, is assured as the morning dawn. David said that the King should be as the light of the morning, like the rising of the sun, a morning without clouds, 2 Samuel 23: 4. Christ is like that, and that morning never has an evening! Then, He will come unto us as the rain; that is ministry, refreshing ministry from Christ. Rain comes down on your soul, and produces fruitfulness. You find out all about God, then there is fruit. Such is the position that christians are placed in; and one would appeal to souls, as to whether we are in the light of these things. Are you made to live? That is, are your affections quickened in regard to God? Raised up is a matter of faith; you take account of these things as Abraham who believed God, who calls those things which be not as though they were; and so can you and I. But we are to live! Your affections are to be all quickened Godward, and all the movements of your heart hereafter are to be toward God. Then there is the rain; that is the Spirit comes down with all the gracious ministry for your soul, so that there shall be fruit for God. It is the latter rain here, not the former rain; it is not promiscuous; it is just what is needed. Ministry is divinely applied and regulated, and fits in where it is required. The end in view is fruit for God. 
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    THE WORK OF THE LORD (CAC 30)

    Psalm 119: 126; Psalm 102: 13, 14; Hosea 10: 12

    I have read these scriptures having in mind the great importance of the work of the Lord going on, especially in such days as the present. It is sometimes said that those walking in separation do less than others; they are often accused of being idle. But this is evidently not what Scripture has in view in 2 Timothy 2: 21. If we have come truly into separation it is that we might be serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. We have separated from what is dishonouring to the Lord that we might do far more in the work of the Lord than we possibly could in the systems of men. There is a great deal of activity in those systems, but they greatly hinder the work of the Lord. Anything systematic tends to kill faith. It is easier to the flesh to work in a human system just because it does not call for faith. But faith wants liberty to move according to its own nature, and its own exercises before God. 

    The scriptures read show the conditions in which the Lord works, particularly in days of departure. It is time for Jehovah to work: they have made void thy law. Never was this more true than it is today. Sometimes the very evils that are present tend to discourage faith. Timothy was probably discouraged by the evil around him, for Paul told him to rekindle the gift of God which was in him. But the evil day is just the time for the Lord to work. 

    Then we see in Psalm 102 conditions which are favourable to God working. It is when His servants take pleasure in the stones of Zion, and favour her dust. I think it supposes that Zion is in ruins. It is not now her bulwarks, or her towers, or her palaces, but her stones and even her dust. We cannot see the glory of Zion in a public way today, but do we look at the saints as the stones of Zion or, it may even be, as her dust? 

    The great movement of around 1830 commenced when a few saints began to think of the saints as of the assembly of God. Mr. Darby said he looked round to see anywhere the communion of the assembly of God, and he could not see it anywhere. I feel sure that if we viewed the saints more as of the assembly of God the Lord would give more of them to us. He would be gracious to Zion; it would be the set time for Him to work. 

    But then He does not work apart from His saints. So that there is an urgent call to us to be always abounding in the work of the Lord. This was said to the Corinthians  not a very spiritual assembly  and one feature of their unspirituality was that they were not working the work of the Lord. If our great care is to work the work of the Lord there will not be much room for what is fleshly. The world will be practically kept out if we are truly and continuously serving the Lord in His work. 

    But then there must be conditions if we are to be suitable for the work, and Hosea gives the conditions. We must bring ourselves into spiritual cultivation; the fallow ground must be broken up. We often lie untilled and there is no crop of fruitfulness in service for the Lord. Breaking up the fallow ground means that we bring ourselves into a condition which is favourable to the germination and development of what is of God in our own souls. Seeking the Lord is essential to this. Thousands of believers have very little thought of seeking the Lord, but we cannot work His work until we find Him for ourselves. 
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    HOSEA 10 (JND 38)

    Hosea 10

     10. It is in my desire, and I will chastise them, and peoples shall be gathered together against them when chastised for their two iniquities. So the Septuagint and Vulgate. Chaldee, when bound to their two furrows as oxen. Gesenius, in onah (duty of marriage), peccata. 
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    HOSEA 11 (CAC 8)

    Hosea 11

    To read this prophecy rightly we must keep in mind that the background of it all is the love of Jehovah for His people. That love found touching expression in the pathetic and sorrowful utterances of this book with regard to His unfaithful people. But they like Adam have transgressed the covenant (chapter 6:7); 

    they had departed from a blessed relation in which they once stood. Ephraim had mixed himself with the peoples, and become a cake not turned, chapter 7: 8. He was not Self-judged; the fire had never acted properly upon him; there was nothing in his inward state to keep him from the influence of the world. So that strangers had devoured his strength without his being aware of it, and grey hairs marked his decay, but he knew it not. He was like a silly dove without heart, verse 11. The result is that such become among nations as a vessel wherein is no pleasure, chapter 8: 8. The manifold things of Gods law are counted as a strange thing, verse 12. No wonder there was a call to such persons to break up your fallow ground; for it is time to seek Jehovah, till he come and rain righteousness upon you, chapter 10: 12. 

    Much of this is as applicable today as it was in Hoseas time! And God feels it as intensely today as He did then because it is all the result of turning away from His love. He reminds Israel in the chapter now before us that from the beginning He had loved them; chapter 11: 1. When Israel was a child, when all was infantile and undeveloped on their side, God loved them as in the place of son to Him. And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk, He took them upon his arms, verse 3. What tender paternal solicitude there was on Jehovahs part as He upheld them in all their feebleness, and taught them to walk in the wilderness in subjection to Him, and to be dependent every day for all the goodness that came to them from Him! As Paul so touchingly says, For a time of about forty years he nursed them in the desert, Acts 13: 18. And yet all that time they knew not that I healed them. He was acting in love, but they did not recognise it; they were even openly idolatrous. Still in spite of all that, He did not cease to love them, and He provided a faithful witness of His love in His servant Moses. It was to Moses, and by Moses to the people, that Jehovah made known His purpose to deliver them. It was Moses who celebrated the passover and the sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer of the first-born might not touch them. Moses was the mediator of the covenant, and when the people proved unfaithful to it he interceded for them, and was willing to be blotted out of Jehovahs book for them. We may learn, particularly from the book of Deuteronomy, how imbued he was with Jehovahs thoughts concerning His people. Moses was not only a type of Christ, but he was personally characterised by the Spirit of Christ, even as we read, But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth, Numbers 12: 3. 

    All this had its part in, I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love, chapter 11: 4. God was pleased to have a man who was nearer to Him than any prophet (see Numbers 12: 6 - 8), that His people might be drawn into the thoughts of His love as known by and expressed in that man. Of course, it was Christ who was set forth, for it is by Him that God draws in love. The greatest wonder of all is that Jehovah has become Man that He might be near to men in His love, telling out what is in His own heart, not only by doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, but by taking upon His own spirit the full weight of everything that pressed upon man by reason of sin, finally becoming a sacrifice for sin, and bearing our sins in His own body on the tree, and tasting death for us so that the reality and depth of the love of God to men might be manifested and known. God in this way is drawing men with bands of a man, with cords of love. It is His pleasure to be known by men as acting for them in this wondrous way of love. The One who died upon the cross is now the living Mediator of the love of God to men, and He is ever serving in love as interceding on high. In Him as the glorified One are perfectly set forth the place and acceptance in which the love of God would have men to be before His face. Man is in heaven in the most blessed acceptance with God, and the great proposal of the glad tidings is that through the love of God men may have Christ as their righteousness, and be accepted in Him the Beloved. By the bands of that blessed glorified Man God is drawing men into the knowledge of Himself as revealed in love. All the past and present unfaithfulness of the church has not altered the love of God. Men have turned away from it, but the drawing continues. And I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me, John 12: 32. Christ is not repelling but attracting, and the fact that He speaks of bands and cords shows that He intends to bind men firmly to Him as the One in whom the love of God is expressed. That love cannot be found anywhere else, but its fulness can be found there: the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. It is there for an unfaithful people as well as for a perishing world. If we respond to the drawing, the love that draws undertakes everything for us. God knows everything that there is on our side, and on the side of an unfaithful church, but He says, I am drawing you by the Man in whom I have revealed My love so that you may find out that everything on your side is an opportunity for My love. It was always so really, whether it was a naked sinner in Eden, or toiling slaves in Egypt, or idolatrous Israel, or self-righteous Jews, or poor Gentiles without God in the world; God made Himself known as acting in love so that the ruined creature might turn to Him in that blessed character, and be blessed in knowing Him. And now the whole truth of what God is for man has come out in the Man of His delight, the Son of His love. There will never again be such drawing as there is today; the glory of God is in the face of Jesus, and it is infinitely favourable to men. Some of us have known a little of its attractiveness; may we know it in an ever increasing way! 

    But then we need to know the love of God not only in its attractiveness, but in its liberating power. Naturally we find ourselves unable to appropriate the blessed things which divine love has provided for us. We have to learn how He c n liberate us to feed upon those things. And I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat, verse 4. How much that is strikingly suggestive is bound up in this statement! For the passover lamb and the unleavened bread which accompanied it, the quails, the manna, the peace-offerings, the priests portion in the offerings, the old corn of the land, had a place in what Israel was caused to eat. We may say this, or read it over, in one sentence, but if we consider all that it speaks of typically how immense it is! 

    Then, again, the wilderness experience was that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread alone, but by everything that goeth out of the mouth of Jehovah doth man live, Deuteronomy 8:3. This is exceedingly comprehensive, for the word or commandment of Jehovah is often, literally, mouth; this is so particularly in the book of Numbers, which is the wilderness book. What goes out of Gods mouth is thus made very personal to Him; it is a very direct communication, and He would have us to live by it. If this was so in Old Testament times, as it surely was, how much more now when the Son has spoken personally on earth, and we have in the epistles what is really divine speaking from heaven. It is all to be fed upon, and God in His love would gently cause us to eat this wondrous spiritual food; we do so by the blessed liberating action of His love. We have observed before that this book is intended to bring about liberty in the affections of Gods people, and liberty to eat is very essential to this. For what goes out of Gods mouth will, in some way or other, speak of His love. Even if it is rebuke or correction, love is behind it. In the gospels every word speaks of divine love, and so in the epistles. Satan does not care what we go on with, what we feed on, if he can divert us from feeding on the love of divine Persons, but we can have as much of that love as we want. It is, in one sense, left to us to assess how much will satisfy us; we may make it our food and our drink. 
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    HOSEA 11 AND 12 (JND 38)

    Hosea 11; Hosea 12

    I return again, for a moment, to Hosea. How God remembers, adverts to, all the points of contact, of every kind, between Himself and Israel  recalls the moments of grace on His part, faith even on Jacobs! This is true affection. Now Israel floated on, utterly insensible and forgetful, or using these memorials, as Beth-el, Gilead, etc., to connect idolatry with what memory clung to. But how wonderful this is! And how we forget the proofs of most loving grace we have had from God, and go on in idleness of mind! We ought to be, as a present thing, with Him. Then memory is, so to speak, not needed. But God has dealt, and His heart calls to mind when we grow cold and forget, because He loves. This is most noticeable in this and the preceding chapter. 
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    GOD WALKING (JT 54)

    Genesis 3:8; 2 Samuel 7:6; Hosea 11:1 - 3

    JTOur subject is God walking, which involves the tabernacle, for the Spirit of God alludes to that in saying, but I went about in a tent and in a tabernacle; and then His people walking with Him; and our being taught how to walk as Hosea indicates. The reading is, And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk. The first passage clearly intimates that God intended, in walking in the garden, to draw man into a walk with Himself. His voice was heard. And they heard the voice of Jehovah Elohim, walking in the garden in the cool of the day. He intimates He is not putting any burden on them. It is not the heat of the day, but the cool of it; as if in view of the great subject which stretches out throughout Scripture, He would be considerate of us. Jacob says to Esau that the little ones would die if they had to journey a great distance, so that there should be compassionate interest in us as to this matter, and yet it involves the greatest privileges; walking with God. He walked in a tent and in a tabernacle, He said, and it is clear that if we are to have part in this walk, the meetings are to be in mind, and we are not to be in a natural way in our houses when God is operating among His people, walking. 

    QuesWould hearing the voice of Jehovah Elohim involve a spiritual alertness? 

    JTThat is the suggestion, that it was to be heard, and although they were hidden in their sinfulness, they heard His voice. And they heard the voice of Jehovah Elohim, walking in the garden in the cool of the day. 

    RemWe know today we would not at all hear the voice of the Lord unless there is spiritual alertness with us. 

    JTThat raises the whole question as to whether we are in movement with God, or whether we are neglecting or avoiding what involves His way of walking in a tent or in a tabernacle. Absenteeism among the people of God is very damaging. Absenteeism is a word that has become very current: people staying away from their employment; but the employment itself is apt to divert us, because of what it includes; that is, material means, and, therefore, there is absenteeism from the assembly  the forsaking of the assembling of ourselves together. 

    RemWe have later on that Enoch walked with God. I suppose he would set out a feature of what you have in mind. 

    JTThat would be it. It is simple. Enoch did not ask God to walk with him; God is already walking. 

    HHThat is very good. I was thinking as to what you just said as to Hebrews, and how the whole setting of Hebrews would encourage us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together. The light is becoming more precious than ever. We are very near the end. The Lord wants us, and we might say, we want Him. I was wondering whether the cool of the day provides an opportunity for reflection on our part, thinking of what is taking place. 

    JTGenesis is a root book. The roots do not always show themselves, but nevertheless they are there, and we get in this word cool a root which would suggest consideration on Gods part for us. It looks for consideration on our part for Him, too. Clearly enough, Adam and Eve were not considering for Him, and yet they heard His voice walking. 

    ABPWould the thought of the voice of Jehovah walking in the garden suggest the title Word of God as brought in in Johns gospel? 

    JTYou say it suggests the title Word of God? 

    ABPI wondered if it would be that kind of thing that in His walk or as He walked rather, there would be the speaking. The walk of the Lord is emphasised in the early part of John, and the title Word of God  I wondered if there might be a link. 

    JTThere is the suggestion, I suppose, in Genesis of the beginning, and the word is an active word, not a static word. It is in the beginning. In the beginning was the Word (John 1:1). Genesis begins, In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. There were operations at the beginning. It is an active idea, and Johns gospel undoubtedly suggests the idea of movement because it says, And, looking at Jesus as he walked (John 1:36). John the baptist looked at Him. It was in the beginning of things according to John. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Then there is the idea of all things receiving being through Him  His activities. Then the prologue runs down to the end of verse 13, and soon we have the idea of walking, Jesus walking, but clearly in view of redemption, His entering into death. That is, taking up what was essential in the beginning of things. John saw Him and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. That was a great matter. Then the next thing is, Again, on the morrow there stood John and two of his disciples. John stands and sees Jesus walking and others are affected and they follow. They walk, too, but they walk on the principle of following, but clearly it was a question of a way being made in the darkness. John contemplates the darkness remaining, so that it was a question of a way being made. 

    WRRevelation 2:1 says, To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps. Is that a present movement in respect of the Lord? 

    JTIt was a circular movement, I would think. It does not convey the idea of going anywhere. It is in the midst of the seven lamps, but earlier He was entering into death to take away the sin of the world. He was walking in view of that, and then walking as if to establish the idea. In that idea there is the idea of leadership, making way, so that they followed Him, and the Lord inquires why they follow Him, and they call Him Rabbi, showing how the work is taking form and that teaching was needed. Then they ask where He abode and He says, Come and see, and they went, and filled out the day with Him. It was a teaching matter in where He abode. 

    FNWDoes the first chapter of John link with the scripture in 2 Samuel? And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (verse 14). 

    JTJust so; so that it says, I went about in a tent and in a tabernacle. The original is put that way in this translation. It would mean, I think, walking continually. It conveys that idea. He went about. Of the Lord Jesus it says, Who went through all quarters doing good (Acts 10:38). It was not exactly that in the wilderness; it was going about in a tent and in a tabernacle. It was the principle of walking in that sense, in those circumstances, and the tent and the tabernacle would be of great value, which John would have in mind. 

    HHO God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, when thou didst march through the wilderness (Psalm 68:7). That is all connected with the ark going through. 

    RMSIs rest in view? They abode with him that day (verse 39). 

    JTI suppose it was something of that kind in the tent and the tabernacle. That is what Exodus and Numbers set out, but Jehovah makes a point here to David, For I have not dwelt in an house, that is, a fixed abode. John contemplates a house. The Lord calls the temple My Fathers house. That is fixedness, and a place of abode in a fixed relation. God has established that now, but He is saying here that it had not arrived. He was content until then with what had been provided, what He had, a tent and a tabernacle. I mean to say, He is saying to David that He has not been considered for; there was no great provision made for Him. David had thought of having a very comfortable place for himself, a house of cedar, and he is comparing that with what God had, and God takes that up in His word to him; and the voice to us is whether we are thinking of God. He has been thinking of us. 

    GVDWhat is the line suggested in Matthews gospel in which the Lord is named Emmanuel, which being interpreted is God with us? 

    JTThat is in keeping with Matthew; not walking with us yet but with us, although the principle comes out in the gospels, but the dwelling place was in mind. That is, the assembly. The Lord says, The Son of man has not where to lay his head (Matthew 8:20). There was no provision at all under the circumstances He contemplates. At Bethany He found something, but it is remarkable that in early morning He was going back to Jerusalem and He was hungry. What kind of a breakfast was there? What consideration was there with all that was at Bethany? I mean to say, the challenge is to us as to God. What thought did Adam and Eve have of Him, surrounded by such evidences of His bounty? What thought did they have of Him? 

    HHDo you mean the supper in John 12 when Mary anointed those feet that had been doing this walking? I suppose it would be appropriate to connect that with our appreciation of Christ now. 

    JTVery good. That is the supper they made. The supper they made was not an everyday matter. What the saints may do on a special occasion to a servant or to the Lord, as they did, is one thing, and, of course, it is to be valued, but what they do every day is the thing to get at. It was not, clearly, an everyday case at Bethany. 

    HHI am sure you are touching a very practical point. 

    GVDIs Rebecca marked by the consideration that should mark us, when she saw Isaac walking in the field, she said, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? (Genesis 24:65). And then she covered herself with her veil. Was that consideration? 

    JTJust so. She was not going to show herself to others, which is implied in the marriage phraseology; avoiding all others. It is a sort of vow made by people who are getting married, which is well to notice, that you do not cast your eyes on any others. That is the idea; she was for him. She was for his eyes and he was for her. He would be for her, but she was for him. That would be the point. 

    ABPIs the walking of Genesis 3 by way of example? A perfect idea? 

    JTWell, I think it is God coming into an ordered domain. He had been there in His Spirit earlier, brooding over the face of the waters. There was nothing much there; no suggestion at all of any provision, of any comfort for God; because the Spirit of God is God feelingly. But now He has an ordered situation in this third chapter. The second chapter enlarges on it in the most beautiful way; how God thought for Adam and brought Eve in. He was so thoughtful of Adam in providing Eve for him, and the garden, surely he is going to think for God in the garden. But did he? That is the idea; that we should take to heart what provision is to be made in our minds. 

    ABPI suppose actually it was personal ambition that brought in the distance. It left a handle for Satan to suggest that they should become as gods. 

    JTQuite so. The contrast to that is brought out in Philippians, as you know. The Lord did not have any such thought as that, and therefore He brought in consideration for God in all His outlook as a Man here. He thought for God. In His prayer, and His word to the woman of Samaria of what the Father sought, He was thinking for the Fathers heart, the Fathers desires. Well, Adam had desires. Undoubtedly Adam was looking for a wife. He could not have put it into words, but he found none at all his like. But God thought for him. It is not good that man should be alone (Genesis 2:18). And presently this wonderful creature is standing beside him and he is calling her by name, and speaking to God about her. Well now, are they together to have any thought for God? Is God going to get anything from Adam out of this thoughtfulness that He has expended on him, and is Eve going to join in? What actually happened is that they were ambitious. Young married people are very likely to be ambitious. It is a painful thing that young people are ambitious. They are markedly so, even those in fellowship; whereas the thought set out is that God is looking for results from a married couple, and in a wider sense, from Christ and the assembly; and the Lord led the way in it in that He was thinking of God. The Father seeks such (John 4:23). He unfolds the thought to the woman. God is a spirit. It is a remarkable thing that He should have told her that. God is a spirit, and they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth. 

    CNDoes the teaching which follows this in Genesis 3 show that God in working takes on the issues Himself and is now pleased to make a way through for Himself? 

    JTQuite so. God is coming in now to an orderly situation. He Himself thought of it, and He is coming into that. He is coming into an ordered situation, and that is what the service of God implies. It is an ordered situation, and there is divine movement towards that. What does God find with us? I think that is the lesson here. What does He find? 

    CNWell, He does not find much response, if any, from these two, and I thought that what follows shows that He took the issue on and made a way out, so that there should be results. Do you agree with that? 

    JTQuite so. They had made a terrible issue themselves. He had to deal with the whole matter. He first speaks to the devil, and then He speaks to the woman and then He speaks to the man. It is by speaking, as has been remarked. John contemplates the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He spoke to the devil and the woman and the man. 

    CNHe brought in the seed of the woman. 

    JTQuite so. 

    FNWAnd Man and his wife hid themselves. Do you think it is a question in our marriages whether we are helping one another along the lines of the work of God, or whether there is a lack of transparency in me, and whether my wife helps that along? When you get this hidden state in a couple, as in Ananias and Sapphira, it has a deadly effect on local companies. 

    JTThere is that; and then there is a couple like Aquila and Priscilla. They are mentioned equally by the Spirit of God, and undoubtedly their hospitality and readiness to help together in hospitality and speaking is in mind, as excellent examples for young married people. 

    HHYour thought is that God has an ordered condition of things before Him. God walked in the garden having that in mind, and God has never given up that idea. God has a beautiful ornamented condition of things before Him. He does not surrender it, but He would bring us into it. Is that so? 

    JTQuite so. And so it is in the houses of the brethren and in the assembly; rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ (Colossians 2:5). That is the word to us. It really implies ornamentation; an ordered state of things. God has that in His mind. Hebrews contemplates it in chapter 9; what the tabernacle meant. It was a type of the universe; we are all in the universe, whether physically or morally. We are now dealing with the moral side, and we are all in it, and it ought to influence us in all our relations in the sense of order. 

    RWSIn chapter 18 of this same book, Abraham does not seem to be hindered by his wife in leaving. He sees that Jehovah is moving on and he goes on with Him. 

    JTAbraham went with Him. That shows Abraham was considering for Him. He had been considering for Abraham. Abraham joined up and went with Jehovah, and Jehovah was ready to speak to him and hear his pleas. Then we are told Abraham returned to his place and Jehovah went on His way. He has something on His mind. The visit to Abraham was, as it were, on the way. It was not the prime thought. God is on His way now to the fulfilment of all His thoughts, but there is a special sort of thing that He would join in with, namely the assembly, which implies order, and Matthew, I believe, has that in mind. The Father brought it in really, but the Lord brought it in: On this rock I will build my assembly (Matthew 16:18). As if He would rely on us in this wonderful time of movement, finding accommodation. 

    CAMIn this verse you started with, the reference to the man and his wife would seem to have a special significance in that there must have been a companionship leaving God out; do you not think that there might be a tendency with any of us, that unless God makes some gracious intervention, we would be liable to leave Him out? 

    JTI think Aquila and Priscilla come in conveniently in a spiritual sense in how they link up with Paul, and how they link up with Apollos. I am already touching on this because of Psalm 20 and Psalm 21, which we have already dwelt on, some of us, as to the king. These two Psalms are full of the king and what people think of the king; namely, him whom God anointed; who represented God in authority here. Now, the idea there supports all gift, all anointing in the great system. There are not the clergy and the laity, but there are the anointed, the gifted persons as anointed. They are provided for especially. The people speak of the king; they had great affection for him. For instance Moses was king in Jeshurun, meaning in the affections of an upright people. 

    Now, it is said in Acts 18:1, And after these things, after the things that happened at Athens, where there was nothing at all in the way of accommodation for Paul, only criticism, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome), came to them, and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. Notice that. They had no holiday in their house; no special time of leisure; but he abode with them and he wrought, because he was of the same trade as themselves. They wrought and he wrought, but they afforded him something, and then we find in the end of the chapter that a certain Jew, Apollos by name, an Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures, arrived at Ephesus (verse 24). Notice how their race and nationality and personal identity are noted. He was instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in his spirit, he spoke and taught exactly the things concerning Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John. And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to them. Now these are important matters us, for while there is no clergy or laity at all in Scripture, yet there is the difference between gift and non-gift, although every saint has a gift in some sense. But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ (Ephesians 4:7). But then there are those especially favoured and anointed for the service of God and service to the saints. But Aquila and Priscilla represent what married people are to do in relation to the servants, and what the servants are to be in relation to them, but what they ought to be in extending a covering wing to those who serve. Adam and Eve did not show any of it. But we find it down through the Scriptures, and it opens up into the idea of Christ and the assembly, and what provision is made for God there. 

    ARWhat does he say about them in Romans? Paul speaks of Aquila and Priscilla. 

    JTQuite so. In Romans 16 there is worthy mention of them. First we have a sister there. We do not know whether she was married, but she is a remarkable woman. She was minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; that ye may receive her in the Lord worthily of saints, (that is, the assembly at Rome are enjoined to do that) and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you (verses 1,2). Because she was a sister that assisted, too, in whatever was to be done. The Lord says, But I am in the midst of you as the one that serves (Luke 22:27). But then there were those who ministered to Him of their substance and were with Him, so that the allusion to Aquila and Priscilla is striking. He says of Phoebe, For she also has been a helper of many, and of myself. Then he says, Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not I only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations) (verses 3,4). So that they had a great place as a husband and wife among the saints universally; all the assemblies of the nations. What a place God gives to young people who can minister and care for the Lords servants! 

    ARWhat you said about helping one another now is very remarkable. 

    JTQuite so. I was thinking of that. God can do everything for us if necessary. He allowed these two to do things for Paul. I think we will see how God has provided us with models, and the Scripture affords abundance on that head in every respect  models, as in the Thessalonians. But now it is God coming into an ordered state of things which is called the world. It is said, He was in the world, and the world had its being through him, and the world knew him not (John 1:10). It is exactly what we get in Genesis 3. The Creator came into the world; the world was made by Him; the beautiful ordered world of the garden, and, you might say, the world knew Him not. The same thing comes out in Johns gospel. The Lord Jesus was in the world, and the world was made by Him and the world knew Him not. It goes on to say, He came to his own, and his own received him not; but as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God. 

    Those are the ones now to look to; those that have received Christ, as to how they hold themselves in their personal relations and then their married relations and then their household relations. As many as received him. Martha received the Lord into her house. You may say, that is a worthy thing to do. We may do that, but not treat the persons right. Priscilla and Aquila are examples of married persons. 

    ARThe Lord says, when you go into a city, if there is a son of peace, stay there. 

    JTThat would be the idea and, of course, that brings up the question of children; how they are in this matter; whether they can add to the position. There are no children yet in the garden, but Adam and Eve were there, and the Spirit of God gives us in a few words the whole position. But Jehovah came in; Jehovah Elohim (it is beautiful that we have that compound title) walking in the garden in the cool of the day. His voice was heard. There is no order in the world now, of course. There is murder; violence all around. But there is something for God in which there is order, and He comes into that. 

    CAMI suppose that is the reason why those details about Aquila and Priscilla and Apollos are very interesting, because as we think of one another in everyday matters we might think, Well, everything is absurd and confused, but in bringing God in and not exercising our wills we will find there is a marvellous companionship ordered of God. 

    JTQuite so. God did wonderfully in what He set up in the way of companionship in the garden, and we come in and join in it. But what He found is another matter. The issue involves so much. 

    EMcKI was wondering what He found in the Lord in Matthews gospel on the mount of Transfiguration. It was really what He was looking for in the first man. Then He says, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him (Matthew 17:5). 

    I was wondering whether the Lord then speaks about an ordered state of things in regard to the assembly in the following chapter. 

    JTThat really involves all the synoptic gospels. God began there. But John was there before; it was a matter of making a way for the Lord. The old was in some sense making way for Him and He appears at the Jordan in the beginning really of a new order of things, involving order. John was in it. We know what was said about Him, that it had all this in mind; and the Fathers voice  it is not said it is the Fathers voice, the point is the voice; the voice of Jehovah Elohim. It is not what was said, but the voice. The voice was there and it was for those who heard, and for us now to know that it was the Fathers. The terms used show it. And then on the mount it is the Father again, and Peter says, this voice we heard uttered from heaven, being with him on the holy mountain (2 Peter 1:18). These are all most important points, as to what is before us as to this matter of walking, and whether we are taught to walk and have part in the thing that has been inaugurated. 

    TWWhat would you say about the Lord Jesus saying, If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one anothers feet (John 13:14)? 

    JTIt is the idea of walking. You get a great deal of it in the epistles, and what we are at now is manifestly applicable to present conditions. It is walking and God has inaugurated the walk; walking by Himself in relation to an ordered state of things, and walking in a tent and in a tabernacle also in view of external conditions; and then whether He has those that can walk with Him. Israel are those that were brought out with Him and at Sinai they are taught how to walk. God is going on; He is going about and He is to be in the tabernacle, but who are to walk with Him? I think the idea of teaching is in the book of Numbers; how we are taught to walk in relation to God. In Numbers 9 and 10 they begin to walk, to move. Two sets of the tribes move according to the trumpet blast; and then the sanctuary  making a provision for God; that is how the movement is to be, and so the walking begins. It is for each of us to understand it; how we are to have part in that walk, because the order is very precise in Numbers. It is not only the twelve tribes, but there are four sets of them, and the sanctuary in the midst of them, and the Levites in the sanctuary. God is there, and each is to be in his place. 

    CAMIn Luke 24, when the Lord made as if He would have gone further, was it all that they might come into that matter you were alluding to? 

    JTThey began to walk themselves immediately after. He made as though He would have gone further. He would say in effect, It is a question of the provision you are making. They are challenged as to the provision. He was persuaded to go in with them, and that is the point; that God is giving us an opportunity to persuade him; He is not going to be a burden to us. 

    FNWIs the walking of God largely in the wilderness setting until the rest is reached? 

    JTThat is right; that is what it is. That is what He alludes to in 2 Samuel. The house is the settled abode. 

    ABPYou spoke of the order in Numbers 10; the setting of the tribes. Would there be some instruction in the five abreast walking out of Egypt to Sinai? They went out in ranks of fives; but in the wilderness there were four threes of them, and an extra one; that is, the camp of the Levites, those who cared for Jehovah and loved Him, so to speak, and considered for Him all the time. That is what God is looking for; an inner circle. If the inner circle is right the outward will be right. 

    JTIt is the speaking at Sinai that regulated that. The Lord spoke unto Moses saying .... How often that is said. 

    ABPI thought there might be a connection with Genesis 3. They followed Jehovah as they were under the leadership of Moses, but then the instruction would establish the order of which you are speaking. 

    JTThe speaking, the idea of the word, is in Moses. The speaking is to convey what is in Gods mind; that brings the four threes into position. When they are settled and encamped there is always the position of the Levites. It is the inner circle. God has those that He can rely upon. We were speaking lately of how the Lord stressed upon the apostles as He was about to die, whether they would understand and be custodians of the truth as it came out in Him; whether there was an inner circle. He had them in the garden; He put some here and some there, and three special ones were to be near Him. That is the idea in the garden. There are none of them called to be near Him at the cross. What they may have done is another matter. Some of them were there standing at the cross, but there was in His heart the idea of persons left as He died who had the truth and would be custodians of it and care for Him. So in the book of Leviticus Jehovah speaks out of the tabernacle; He is in His house, in the tent or tabernacle, as He says here, and we have the unfolding of the truth there as to the offerings in the early chapters, 1 to 7, and the priests had the custody of all that. They understand, and everyone that came up would go to the priests. Gods interests are cared for and the needs of the saints, too. 

    SFIs the spirit of that in David in Psalm 132:4,5: I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob? 

    JTThat is very good; that is a priestly way. 

    So that he goes on to say, Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, and let thy saints shout for joy (verse 9). God looks for that. He looks for it all the time. He is telling us that we are priests and ought to be able to do it. 

    FNWHe speaks of the ark in the wood and then invites Jehovah into his rest, and Jehovah answers, This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have desired it (verse 14). 

    RWSAfter Numbers 21 the encampments seem to be more normal, more energetic. Would that be the working out of it? 

    JTYes. After Numbers 21 it requires the Spirit in an active way springing up, so that you have the prophecy of Balaam; that is, light from God to lead us to understand how great the saints are; what the whole position is; not simply the tabernacle, but the dwellings of the people, what God would see in them and that He could be there. Numbers is very particular as to anything that is in the camp, that there should be nothing unsuitable in the camp. Everything is to be ordered, and nothing impure. So that Balaams prophecy coming in after Numbers 21 unfolds the mind of God in the wilderness, about to enter the land. How goodly are thy tents. How God was pleased with them. There is nothing to distress Him; all is orderly. 

    HHSo the journeying after the teaching of the brazen serpent is understood in the household. 

    ARMoses says to them in Deuteronomy 2:7, He hath known thy walking through this great wilderness: these forty years hath Jehovah thy God been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing. 

    QuesWhy do you think God brought Himself forward in this way in relation to the fact that He is the One that taught Ephraim to walk? 

    JTNumbers, I think, is the answer to that. We have already touched on it; the position of the tribes around the tabernacle, and then the mind of God in Judah. Judah is first with two other tribes, and when the movements begin he leads toward the centre. The orientation of the whole position is towards the centre, so that we are inspired by the prospect that is before us every time we move. 

    QuesDo you think that in meetings like these we get divine teaching in this way to move? 

    JTThat is the idea. He says, I taught Ephraim to walk. But undoubtedly it could be extended to the whole thought of Israel. 

    JAPIt is remarkable that there is vengeance on some persons who refused to walk in their assigned positions, such as Korah and Aaron and Miriam. They did not like the assigned work God gave them. 

    JTThe book assigns a place to every one of us and it is for us to keep our places and move accordingly. 

    QuesWould Peter be an example of one taught to walk through discipline and pressure? I was thinking of his pathway, how the Lord took him on and carried him through extraordinary circumstances until he is seen in the beginning of Acts serving. 

    JTThe Lord covered his whole life really in His interview with him according to John 21:18. He says, When thou wast young. It is a thing that challenges every young person. When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst (that is not a lovely walk when young people hike off as they wish to do), but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee. He girded himself at the first. It is like a young person doing himself up for a show to make himself presentable; but, another shall gird thee. That is resignation to the will of God. Undoubtedly the idea is in the Son of God. John shows it is in the walk of the Son of God. John the baptist says, And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God, 

    (chapter 1:34). Peter had the light of the Son of God from the Father, but he never preaches it nor teaches it. Not that he was wrong in not doing that; it was a levitical matter that he did not, but when he comes to the close of his life he speaks about the Son. 

    HHIn speaking of the old persons over against the young, is there not more the referring to the Holy Spirit on the part of those who are older? It is not the energy of the flesh; it is more the relying on the Spirit. Is that not a point of importance for all of us now, in turning to the Holy Spirit for support and help? 

    JTWhen he was putting off his tabernacle. It is beautiful, I think, to read Peters second epistle in that light. When we are getting older we think of the Lord coming, and we ought to all the time, but we also think of possible dissolution, having to die. Peter thought of it that way. He thought a great deal of the Lords coming, and the glory, but he also knew he would die, before the Lord had revealed it to him. But he speaks about the Son of God and the heavenly glory and such a voice. And the stretching forth of his hands would, I think, correspond with your suggestion that the Spirit is made much of. 

    FNWThe next remark of the Lord in John 21:19 is, But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. 

    JTJust so. The second letter is by a man that has come the whole way down. The Son of God is before him. 

    HHI thought of what our brother had in his mind about the soul history of Peter, learning lessons, not too quick at learning them, but still they were learned. 

    ABPDoes fatherhood connect with teaching how to walk? 

    JTJust so. The wording in Hosea would indicate that. He said, When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. See how it links on with the Lord Jesus prophetically. As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed unto the Baals, and burned incense to graven images. And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk. That would be a prophetic allusion to a fatherly affection like Joseph. Some of his great grandsons were born on his knees. 

    ABPPaul in speaking to the Thessalonians says, as ye know how, as a father his own children, we used to exhort each one of you, and comfort and testify, that ye should walk worthy of God (1 Thessalonians 2:11,12). 

    JTSee what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God (1 John 3:1). It culminates in that. Let us take our places in that. 
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    DIVINE TEACHING (JT 64)

    Hosea 11: 4: 5; Ephesians 2: 10

    The subject in mind is divine teaching as applied to the walk of a believer. There are many things taught of God, for God Himself teaches. He teaches through His servants, and indeed, He teaches the saints, through one another, but it is formally stated that God teaches, and that He teaches all His people. The word in mind, as it is in Johns gospel, chapter 6, is, They shall be all taught of God; the they of course, would be believers. It may indeed come out later as to Israel and as to men generally in the millennium, because the millennial period is to be a time of great light and knowledge. Indeed it is said that as the waters cover the sea, so the earth will be covered with the knowledge of the Lord  a very great promise, a very encouraging promise, and one to be kept in our minds, especially when there is so much ignorance abroad. In the prophets it is said, My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hosea 4: 6), which is a very humbling thing to be said of Gods people. There is no reason why there should be a lack, because the knowledge of God is available. It is available in various ways. If people are ignorant, it is largely because they will be ignorant, as Paul says of one, If any be ignorant, let him be ignorant. You may say, that is a very hard thing to say, but then there are people who are wilfully ignorant, and will not be instructed. So he has to say to the Corinthians, although he tenderly thinks of them and serves them, he has to say of some that they were ignorant of God  a serious thing to be said that people are ignorant of God. That is not because God is not known, for He is; the Lord Jesus has made Him known, and yet it had to be said of some in Corinth, that they were ignorant of God, 

    and this ignorance showed itself in the denial of resurrection. 

    Well, as I said, Johns gospel makes much of knowledge and teaching, and one of the greatest statements as to knowledge is that they shall be all taught of God. If there is anyone here who is ignorant of God, or ignorant of these things, then the word is to search the Scriptures; they are available; Bibles are cheap, and if any be devoid of knowledge, then get a Bible and read it. We are told that a certain man called the eunuch of the queen of Ethiopia was reading the Bible on his way from Jerusalem down to his own country in the south. Philip, a servant of the Lord, was directed to join the chariot of this man  He had been up to Jerusalem where there ought to have been plenty of knowledge as to God and Christ, and as to the Lord, but he was returning from Jerusalem untaught, but reading the Bible. Philip as he joined the chariot said to him, Understandest thou what thou readest? It is not enough simply to have a Bible and read it, but there is need for understanding what you read. As I was saying, the prophet says, They shall be all taught of God. I would say the persons alluded to are believers, nominally so any way, but they shall be, not that they ought to be, but they shall be all taught of God. If it be not so today, it will be so, that the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord. Wonderful thought! But then presently there is a peculiar time of knowledge, and knowledge of the highest order, of the choicest quality, and that is what is in mind in this meeting, that there might be increase of knowledge in the souls of the dear brethren who are here. 

    As I said, the teaching that is in mind is about walk. We are not to be content simply with our knowledge of the holy page or even of the ministry that is current amongst the people of God. We must apply it to walk, meaning walk in the sense of ones ways and customs and relations and associations, and that means that each one has to be really a christian, and not simply a professed one; not simply that you can say you are a christian and not a Jew. Sometimes that is said. Advertisements are made for services or helpers or workers, and the addition very often put is Christian, which means he or she is not a Jew or a heathen  I am not thinking of that kind of profession. I am dealing with the christian profession in the true sense of the word. Knowledge, divine teaching, is available to us as christians as regards our walk, so that we shall walk aright, and I have taken the passage in Hosea, because it tells us that Jehovah had taught Ephraim to walk. Ephraim was one of the sons of Joseph, but the mention of the name here refers to the ten tribes. What he really implies is Israel, and that God had taught Israel to walk. In the same chapter we are told that God had said, Out of Egypt I called my son, Hosea 11: 1. This refers not only to Ephraim then, but to Israel as a whole, and the passage is applied in Matthew 2: 15 to our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He had been in Egypt. 

    Some of us lately, having a prayer meeting on the ship, were talking about Egypt, and how much God has had from time to time in that country. I should say, in this country, for we were speaking more of Africa at that time. Gods Son, the blessed Lord Jesus Christ, had gone down into Egypt. God would take Him out of the way of Herod, the wicked Herod who would have destroyed Him. Another scripture is brought in there in the second chapter of Matthew to speak of Rachel, the weeping of Rachel. About what was she weeping? She was weeping about her children. She was not exactly weeping about Christ. The word to Joseph, the reputed father of Jesus, was to take the little child and His mother and flee into the land of Egypt. Joseph was the reputed father, and Mary His mother, and the word to Joseph was, Take to thee the little child and his mother, and flee into Egypt. You may say, Why take His mother with Him? She was the right person to take care of the Lord at that time, and He was taken care of. I refer to that, dear brethren, to indicate the way things are presented in Scripture. How the idea of the divine teaching is applied in Scripture and particularly to the walk of the believer; when I say the believer, I mean every believer. God has furnished instruction for every believer as to how he is to walk and please God. It is said, moreover, He teaches the believer how to love. We are taught of God, we are told, how to love one another, and if we are not loving one another then we have to consult God about that, because He teaches us how to love, but not only how to love, but how to love one another. It does not say just there that He teaches us how to love Himself, but no doubt He does, but it does say, Ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another (1 Thessalonians 4: 9), and there is no part of the teaching more necessary, more needed, dear brethren. There is no greater need than to learn how we should love one another. 

    Now I am speaking, as I said, about walking, about how we can walk, and how God said that He taught Ephraim to walk. It was not that Ephraim was lame or halted like Jacob. Jacob halted on his thigh. God made him to halt, but He did not take away his power to walk. Jacob was able to walk, and he had instinct and discernment as to how to guide cattle, to know that cattle should not be overdriven, and if the thought is applied to believers, if believers are viewed to be the cattle, they should not be overdriven. That is to say, older brethren should not be severe on younger ones, because that is what Jacob meant. He said the little ones must not be overdriven, and that is very important here, the children, the lambs of Christ, because that is what they are called. The Lord said to Peter, Feed my lambs, Shepherd my sheep, Feed my sheep. They had to be carefully handled and attended to, for they might fall out of the way, they might be lost. We were reading this morning in the epistle to the Corinthians, how we are saved, and amongst the things mentioned is the gospel, the word of the gospel by which we are saved. Other things are needed too, for salvation, but the word of the truth of the gospel is needed, and needed to be followed too, if we are to be saved. 

    Well, now to come back to my scripture as to how Ephraim was taught to walk. I believe the allusion is to the book of Numbers. The book of Numbers, the order of it is Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, the fourth book of Moses. I have no doubt it was in this order that the books of Moses were written according to divine direction. The book of the Revelation was written by divine direction too. You remember how the Lord Jesus taught John, the writer of the book of Revelation, how to write the book, and if we are to understand the book we must study the order in which the book is written. The book was written by John, the writer of the gospel, and the Lord taught him how to write the book of Revelation. He signified to His servant, to His bondman John, not simply an apostle, but a bondman. You will all understand what that means, and it applies to every true christian. He is to be a bondman of Jesus, and His bondmanship is easy, it is not severe; His burden is easy and light. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest ... for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light, Matthew 11: 28 - 30. It is most attractive, and I would like everyone to come under that burden; 

    it is light. We are invited to come to Jesus, and as I said. John was taught by the Lord how to write the book. He is a remarkable writer, John the evangelist. He was one of the apostles, but he does not make a show of his apostleship. He puts Jesus in the front and he speaks of himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved, a more precious and beautiful title than that of an apostle. He styles himself the disciple whom Jesus loved. You may say, he was special. In a way, he was, but you can be special, and I can be special, and I have taken advantage of it too, for I know much about the love of Jesus, but I am not wishing to occupy you with myself, yet it would be a poor thing for me to be speaking as I am now unless I knew in reality the love of Jesus, and I urge upon every young man and woman here to get to know that love, the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge. Get to know that love. John the evangelist knew it; he is the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

    Well, the Lord taught John how to write the book of Revelation. If anyone becomes interested in the book of Revelation through what I am saying and has the desire to understand it, there is always a reward for one who reads that book. If you read the first chapter, you will see that there is a blessing for those who read that book. Jesus taught John how to write it, and the order of the instruction of it was the things thou hast seen. That is the first thing, what he saw. Wonderful things were to be seen, and he saw them, then the things that are, then the things that relate to the coming terrible experiences that are threatened against this poor God-forsaken world. I said God-forsaken, because the whole world lies in the wicked one; that is what Scripture says. Terrible thought! Not that everyone in it lies in the wicked one, far otherwise, and I would say that the powers that be, the rulers of this country, and other countries, are not amongst them. They are not regarded as lying in the wicked one. We here tonight are not lying in the wicked one, thank God. We are in accord with the mind of God. We are pleasing God in being here. 

    In the first chapter, as I said, the Lord did teach John how to write the book of Revelation, and the first thing is what thou hast seen and then the things that are. We have to learn what these mean, and then, the things that are about to be after these. There are three phases; what thou hast seen, the things that are, and the things that are about to be after these. They are a fine matter of study for every young man and woman here, and for the old brethren too. The old ones, I believe, really are acquainted with the book of Revelation generally. The teaching needed to write the books of Scripture began as Jehovah taught Moses how to write the Pentateuch, and He taught David how to write psalms. I do not say he wrote them all, but he collected many, I would say, and made them publishable, made them usable for believers at all times, that they might be comforted by the book of Psalms. David had that task, but Moses had the task of writing the Pentateuch, and we are now dealing with the fourth book, and it refers to the walk of Gods people. God taught His people how to walk in the wilderness. It was no easy matter to go through the wilderness, because there were no roads, and there were no motor cars I need not say; there were no signposts on the way. It was just what it is called, a wilderness, and I believe the original title of the book I am speaking of was just this, In the wilderness. Israel was in the wilderness, and God taught them in the wilderness how to walk, and hence they found their way into Canaan. Israel found their way out of Egypt through the Red Sea and over the Jordan into Canaan. This is what happened, and spiritually it applies to ourselves. It is a time of being taught how to walk. 

    In order to clarify what I have been saying, I refer to the first chapter of the book of Numbers. Israel are numbered; all the males from twenty years old and upwards, not all the women and children but all the males from twenty years old and upwards, are first and were to be taken account of according to their pedigree, another important word. That ought to have a searching effect on every one of us as to what it means spiritually, what a spiritual pedigree means. One has to show it if one is to be recognised by heaven, that I have a pedigree that is according to God. The numbering began in the second year after they had left Egypt, in the second month of it, in the first day of the month, and the numbering was by Moses and Aaron, but they were to have with them head men of every tribe in Israel. It was to be accurate, it was to be taken in the sight of heaven, as one might say, in the presence of the universe. These people whom God had brought out of Egypt are to be taught how to walk, but first they must be numbered, and numbered accurately by Moses and Aaron, and by one man out of each tribe of the children of Israel. 

    The pedigrees given are of the most remarkable company of people that ever appeared on the earth, but there in the wilderness, without any houses around them. Israel had cattle, of course, but it was a wilderness, and the numbering began there by Moses and Aaron and by one man, a named man, out of every tribe, and the numbering began according to the order of the tribes. They were all mentioned, Reuben and right down the line. They were all numbered. That is the first thing they have to learn, and in connection with that they have to learn the idea of a pedigree. Well, you say, what does it mean for me? Well, that is what I want you to think of and ask too, when the time comes for it. You must have a pedigree. There must be some good ground for your claim to christianity. You cannot get the information at the City Hall. The City Hall does not keep any such records. It does keep records, I know, of children, of men and women and children, but this record is to be of the males only and from twenty years old and upwards, six hundred thousand men from twenty years old and upwards. They were not rationed, and there were no clothes made for them, but God preserved their clothes, and gave them bread from heaven. That is the idea. Wonderful! But more wonderful when we apply it to ourselves, for we are the very persons that are in mind. I would say to you everyone here, learn your pedigree, learn the reality of your conversion, that you are born again, and then born of God; that you know redemption, and you have real faith, faith in the Lord Jesus. Then that you have the Holy Spirit, the greatest gift given to men. He is to be yours, as a believer. I do not say, yours simply automatically, but you should desire it because it is part of the gospel, it is part of the truth, and you should know the truth. The Lord says, Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free (John 8:32), and what I am talking about is just the truth. We have got to learn our pedigree, and that idea includes all that I said; it includes the knowledge of redemption and especially the gift of the Holy Spirit on the ground of believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

    The next thing is the learning how to walk. Many walk a good deal when holiday-making in the summer time, and summer time is coming on in this part of the world, and there will be a good deal of walking, going to the seaside, and such like, but what I am dealing with, beloved, is how to walk, not at the seaside, not for holidays. Pardon me, I am not going to put you under any bondage in that sense. 

    It is all very well to get fresh air, but there is often too much time spent in such pursuits. We want to know how to walk even as God taught Ephraim how to walk. He took him by the arms; very beautiful expression indeed. I will read it again in Hosea 11: I it was that taught Ephraim to walk  He took them upon his arms. That is what Jehovah did. He took them upon His arms; what a beautiful thought, showing the interest that God had in His people, taking them upon His arms as a parent would a child, so as to teach them how to walk. Then it adds, They knew not that I healed them. That is to say, they were defective in that sense, but then it goes on to say in the fourth verse, I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love. Think of that. 

    Following up the thought of pedigree, let us think of what is said here as to being taught how to walk, and the tenderness of Jehovah in taking you by your arms, and it is further said drawn by bands of a man. That is how He did it. You may be in the burning sun of the desert and the heat and other things like that. God took pains to take the Israelites by their arms and to draw them by the bands of a man. I have no doubt that the man was Moses and Aaron. Moses and Aaron would represent all these things, the tenderness with which they took care of the people of God in the wilderness, and the antitypical teaching, dear brethren, is for every one of us tonight, so that we may be taught how to walk. God Himself would teach you how to walk along with the brethren. First of all to take the ground of being a christian, and then as confessing the Lord, get the Spirit, and further as confessing the Lord, come into fellowship, that is to say, let yourself become attached, not unattached, to the Lords people. Link up with them vitally, recognising the Holy Spirit, and walk with them. Walk with the brethren, do not walk with others. It is a question of associations, and of those that you can walk with. Let us walk with the brethren, seek them out, and find them, and when you find them, walk with them. 

    Well, the next thing that I would say as regards the teaching of how to walk in the wilderness is in the second chapter of Numbers. I will be brief, at least, as brief as possible, so as to get through, so that we will not be over the usual time. The second chapter of Numbers has in mind the military position. In fact in the first thought of pedigree the numbering of each family is also military. The military idea is in the age of twenty. It is just the beginning of the first age, not the dying age, but they are beginning to live, as I might say, by the Holy Spirit, because antitypically that is what twenty years of age would mean; that the believer has the Holy Spirit, and as having the Holy Spirit that he is part of the military. He has part in the defence of the truth, not only of the walk that is suitable to it, but the defence of the truth. He is not to get out of step in the ranks. He is to learn how to walk, and to keep rank, as it says in Scripture. There were one hundred and twenty thousand who came to David who knew how to keep rank, how to walk together and not have diverse principles or methods. As Paul says, Thus I ordain in all the assemblies, that is to say, all the assemblies are to be governed by the same principles, and it is a question of walk, how we walk together. If one gets out of step with the brethren he is in danger; God would say to such, You are in danger if you get out of step with the brethren in the wilderness. You may be lost in the wilderness, you may fall in it, and there are many such. With many of them God was not well pleased; they were strewn in the desert, a terrible thing. The bodies of nearly six hundred thousand of them were strewn in the desert. How awful that is, but how awful is lawlessness in a christian, or in a nominal believer, so what I am saying is a most serious warning to every one of us. 

    In Numbers 2, the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard. That is a military thought. He is to learn his place in relation to the tribe he is associated with, and to pitch by his own standard, take a place by his own standard. There are many deviations at the present time, people saying they are this and that, and there are so many denominations, perhaps a hundred different kinds of denominations in professed christianity. A very humbling thing to think of, but there is really only one assembly. The word church in Scripture is generally the word assembly, and the word assembly means persons who are called out of the world and linked up with the saints, those who are saints by divine calling, linked up in the fellowship of Gods Son, and so it is here that each Israelite was to pitch by his own standard. On the march he would not get out of step, or he would become lost in the wilderness. He would know how to keep rank and walk with the brethren. Where are you, may I ask? Where are you morally, where is your fellowship, where do you walk, with whom do you walk? Are you walking in the light of God? Only as in the light is fellowship according to God possible. If you are not walking in the light, the word comes to you, What fellowship of light with darkness? The apostle Paul says, What part for a believer along with an unbeliever? 2 Corinthians 6: 14, 15. These are questions to be answered by every one of us. The answer is, that there is no fellowship between believers and unbelievers, there is no fellowship between light and darkness. So it is a question of walking in the light. We are to be taught how to walk in the light as God is in the light, and when we do, we have fellowship one with another. That is the idea in chapter 2, the standard by which we are walking. 

    Well, brethren, I only want to add something about Ephesians 2. The verse read says, We (meaning christians) are his workmanship [that is, Gods workmanship], created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. They are not modern things, modern methods, they are things before ordained of God. We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. They are not novelties, beloved, they are not things that anybody could take on and engage in as he pleases. He cannot do as he pleases on these lines. God has created beforehand certain things for the believer, certain methods and ways in which he is to walk now. Why? We are not told how old they are, but they are what God has before ordained, that we should walk in them. Well, you can see the character of the things that God has ordained for us as to our walk. We have to consider what anyone may call us into, or ask us to do. Was it before ordained for me to walk in? It cannot be if it is a worldly thing. Let me give it up therefore; renounce it. You will walk with power if you renounce it. You are brought on to the highest possible level as to walk; in fact, you are walking with God. The first man specially commended in the Bible in this sense was Enoch; he walked with God. Of course, Abel did, too, but he was slain. He died for his testimony, but Enoch was not slain, he went to heaven without dying. Did you ever think of that; a man going to heaven without dying; he is there yet. We must think of these things; Enoch is there with Elijah too. Elijah went to heaven without dying, and we may go to heaven without dying presently; all christians living when the Lord comes will. The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first, and then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up in the clouds to be with Jesus. You say, Is it not wonderful! It may happen tonight, or at any time. The Lord has not fixed the time. Heaven knows, God knows, Christ knows, the Spirit knows, but otherwise we have to leave it, but it is very imminent; that is the point, and our walk enters into the matter. We are to be taught how to walk with God and how to please God. That is what the first epistle to the Thessalonians speaks of, and the same epistle says that God teaches how to love one another; these two things we are to be taught, how to walk and please God, and how to love one another. 

    Ephesians would go higher than that and say God has prepared a walk for us, prepared it before time. God has prepared works, too, that we should walk in; that we should exercise ourselves in. He has created these works. He has created ways for believers to walk in, and it for us to walk in them, dear brethren. It is a time of reality, the very time when the imminence of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is kept before us by the Spirit. The word speaks to us of those who love Him, those who love His appearing, and I want everyone here to think of it, to come to really love His appearing, and at the same time to walk so as to please God, as it was with Enoch. He walked with God; and he was not, meaning that he was translated. He was not, because God took him. Beautiful thought that one man should be taken by God in those days, and that before the flood, in antediluvian times. There was one man taken up into heaven without dying, and it was because he walked and pleased God, and he is an example for us to be that now. We are at the very end of the dispensation, and the point for each one of us is to walk and please God, for soon we shall be translated, and the joy of pleasing God in this sense will cease. It says of Enoch, Before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God, Hebrews 11: 5. May it be so with each one of us, dear brethren. 
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    WALKING (1) (JT 80)

    Hosea 11:1 - 4; Exodus 13:17 - 20

    JTOne has been thinking of the disposition the Lord would make of us all so that we may be mutually helpful, both brothers and sisters, in order that we may get the benefit of what there is available, and hence I thought of suggesting the idea of walking in the Scriptures. It is said in Hosea that Jehovah taught Ephraim to walk and it is thought to link that on with the types, first seeing the bearing of the prophets on such a thought, and then the types in Exodus and Numbers. As I said, the passage in Hosea was suggested because it speaks of Jehovah teaching Ephraim to walk. That is how it should read in verse 3: And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk,  He took them upon his arms. The verses read suggest that this is a divine thought, that we should know how to walk. There are also other thoughts that enter into the passage which denote the divine and tender feelings shown to Israel as He took them up out of Egypt. 

    Then in Exodus, the passage, And the children of Israel went arrayed out of the land of Egypt, really means, according to the note, that they went out by fives. That would be a military formation. Later it is hoped that we shall look at Numbers where walking is taken up more definitely in relation to the tabernacle, but so far the scriptures read are to show what they were as coming out of Egypt, formed militarily, not simply to make war but in view of the tabernacle, and how they were to walk in relation to it in certain groups  four groups. It is thought that the allusion to Hosea would affect us as it is intended to, having been written by one who was a very sympathetic man, most tender in his feelings toward Israel, yet firm, saying the very strongest things which were needed. But what is especially in mind now, as we remarked, is as to our walking together, and whether we are to be divinely taught to walk as we are divinely taught in other things. It says in John 6:45, And they shall be all taught of God John 6:45, which alludes to ordinary instruction, but what is in mind now is walking. 

    LESIt is very touching that following on in that chapter in Hosea it says, My heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together. I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God, and not man,  the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not come in anger. They shall walk after Jehovah Hosea 11:8 - 10. Do you think there should be a correspondence in these days with that? 

    JTThat is just what is in mind. The first such walking is spoken of as alone: Enoch walked with God Genesis 5:24  not after Him but with Him. It is an individual matter. So did Noah walk with God; and God said to Abraham, Walk before my face, and be perfect, Genesis 17:1. So that it was early in the mind of God, and the question now is as to walking together. It is applicable to a local position, as it is to the general one, for Ephesians speaks of walking. God had ordained certain works that we should walk in them (Ephesians 2:10), which would be more general and universal, for there is a great deal of individual or independent action, I might say, in localities taking on certain ways and procedures. We should have in mind that assembly customs are to be universal. But if any one think to be contentious, we have no such custom, nor the assemblies of God, 1 Corinthians 11:16. So that in these procedures whatever they may cover we ought to bear in mind that there is universality and catholicity in all that is done in the assembly. The allusion to going out arrayed, meaning they went out five in a rank, is certainly very suggestive, indicating that we are not making any great show of strength or numbers, but yet in rank and order  military order. 

    RRTYou have said that this matter was early in the mind of God. Is it significant then that the first mention of it in the Scriptures is in regard to God Himself? They heard the voice of God walking in the garden, showing that it is a very early thought in the mind of God, set forth in Himself. 

    JTVery good. They heard the voice of the Lord God walking. Very suggestive! So John in Revelation heard behind him a voice; what he saw was seven assemblies, seven golden lamps. The suggestion of the assembly is what he saw first, and then Christ in it, the Son of man in the midst of them; so that it is a good thought to bring forward. Adam and Eve heard the voice walking, speaking; the voice meant that Jehovah was there. And then we have what was alluded to before, that Enoch took it on and walked with God. 

    FTWould you say that experience with God underlies walking? Ephraim was taught. I was thinking of Mary sitting at the Lords feet and hearing His words. There seem to be underlying conditions there whereby she would be able to walk. 

    JTWell, no doubt what is really involved in her position is that she was moving in the principles already inaugurated. It comes after the mount of transfiguration in which the voice says, This is my beloved Son: hear him, Luke 9:35. She was moving on that line and was hearing Him. She had an ear, not on the mount but in her own house (or at least in her sisters house) and she was sitting at His feet hearing what He was saying. The point would be, therefore, to take in whatever the principal word is for the moment, and this particular thing is what she observed, for she sat at His feet and heard what He was saying. 

    CJThe man in Acts 3 would be in line with this thought. He learned to walk with the brethren, entering with them into the temple. 

    JTHe did indeed  walking, and leaping, Acts 3:8 Are there certain features which should mark us in relation to our walk? I was wondering whether Ephesians 4 would fit in with your idea. Paul writing says, I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long suffering, bearing with one another in love; using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace Ephesians 4:1 - 3. 

    JTThat is a very appropriate scripture, and very general, for it is an Ephesian scripture. It bears on what we were saying in the sense that we are to walk together. We have already touched on one walking, such as Enoch, and God Himself walking, but what is in mind as Numbers teaches is walking together; and that is what I believe Hosea would lead up to. 

    CCTDo we see this walking together in Elijah and Elisha? It says, They two went over, 2 Kings 2:8. 

    JTJust so; that helps. 

    FAIs the figure a physical one, making use of the physical fact of walking which depends on the power inside, as spiritual walking would depend on our experience with God? 

    JTQuite so. 

    EGMcADoes the first part of Hosea set forth the children of Israel taking on the licentious character of the nations around, and then this prophetic word comes in to bring them back to Exodus 13? They were not walking in ranks excepting according to the nations. 

    JTJust so. The nations influenced them very much, which is, of course, the case now; we are influenced by surrounding circumstances. 

    QuesWhy does God especially refer to Ephraim here? 

    JTBecause he had the leading place in Israel; therefore the anointed kingdom even after its division is very often referred to as Ephraim; but it is a solemn matter that Ephraim was the younger son of Joseph and God moved him up beyond Manasseh. It shows that while we are moved up sometimes, or move ourselves up in local positions, God may have to take us in hand to point out where we have broken down as He did with Ephraim. Despite this the birthright came down to him, and he had the first place. The birthright was Josephs. It had belonged to Reuben but he lost it because of his conduct and God gave it to Joseph, and so it came down to Ephraim. 

    EGMcADoes God use the word Israel in verse 1 to indicate His sovereign choice and then the name Ephraim as guiding him in his walk to come up to this idea? 

    JTI think so. The second part of the verse would show that actual de facto circumstances are in mind. It is what was set up in the land, and Ephraim had the first place. God goes back to the beginning with Ephraim, when he was a child. It says, And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk, which would mean in his childhood. It really covers the whole position in childhood days showing how God is interested in us, which would apply to every local company and to the whole assembly too; as in childhood days. 

    FRAIt is a question of teaching. Some of us have been under the teaching of men but it was God that taught Ephraim to walk. 

    JTJust so. I am sure we begin aright by calling attention to the childhood days, whether it be those of an individual christian or of a local assembly or of all the assemblies. That is, what pleasure God has in us in our childhood days when we are teachable, or should be teachable! Ephraim was greatly favoured because he was one who was pushed forward or elevated in the family, in Josephs family. But in Ephraims old days 1 Chronicles tells us that there was calamity in his house, which is a common thing now. The brethren have calamities in their houses and it is well to take note of that. Ephraims children went down to the inhabitants of the land  whatever land it may have been  to steal cattle and were slain. He felt the loss of his children, though it was their own conduct largely, and therefore it says there was calamity in his house. But God gave him other children. It is a question of how you look after your children if you want to save yourself from calamity. He had other children and some of the greatest in the testimony, for instance, Joshua; he was one of the posterity of Ephraim when calamity was in his house, showing how God may exceed our expectations even in the sorrow. There is a daughter born too that is mentioned; she built certain cities, showing what the sons and daughters may do after a calamity, when it is really accepted. Ephraim was comforted, his brethren comforted him, showing how after the thing is accepted God may turn it into greater blessing than we may expect. It says, And his daughter ... built Beth-horon the nether, and the upper, and Uzzen-sheerah, 1 Chronicles 7:24. 

    RRTIs this looking at the matter first in an elementary way? 

    JTThat is what I thought, because Hosea is a very affectionate prophet and worked with other prophets. According to the history you can see he was working with other prophets, but he was affected by marital relations  Jehovahs own marital relations and how they had been interfered with. These relations have a great place with God and the sorrows that have come about through them too in this country especially. Hosea deals with all this. He is tender about things and yet he is severe, as has been noted. But he speaks about our childhood days. There are some brethren here that are, perhaps, coming into the truth; their eyes have just been opened a little and God is looking at their walk. It is not a question of the truth but how the truth is affecting us, whether there is any walk that is suitable to it, and God is saying to us that He is ready to teach us how to walk; and we shall see that that teaching involves that we have to learn how to walk with others. But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart, 2 Timothy 2:22. God is going to put us into good company in our childhood days and teach us how to walk, and that implies walking with others. 

    LESThe difficulty with Ephraim was that he never learned to walk with Judah; but at the end Ephraim will not envy Judah, and Judah will not trouble Ephraim, Isaiah 11:13. And at the end of Hosea it says, Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? intelligent, and he shall know them? For the ways of Jehovah are right, and the just shall walk in them (Hosea 14:9). 

    JTVery good. One might cite further facts about Ephraim both in regard to Gideon and Jephthah. They were encountered by Ephraim in their services and the Ephraimites demanded why Gideon did not ask them before he did anything. That is to say, Ephraim represents an element in persons who are assertive and make demands, arising from rights and ability and the like, that we may have. Gideon very humbly said, What was I in comparison with you? and appeased them, but Jephthah quarrelled and they lost more than forty thousand men. They said, We will burn thy house Judges 12:1; they were violent. We do not want that. 

    RRTAll this is elementary in a way, but would you say that there is a majesty and a greatness about it? That is, we learn that it is not in Gods mind that we should be impotent but that He would Himself take on the matter, and is prepared to teach us to walk. And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk. We get a thought as to the greatness of the matter, God Himself being prepared to take us on and teach us. 

    JTQuite so. The tenderness that we have alluded to enters into the matter here. When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son, Hosea 11:1. It leads us on to the Lord Jesus. And then the prophet, as is usually the way, turns to something else promptly, almost without notice. As they called them, so they went from them (verse 2). That would be an allusion to subsequent history. They sacrificed unto the Baals, and burned incense to graven images, showing how this prophet runs on to other things abruptly, and God deals with us abruptly too at times. And then it goes back again to what we are saying, the tenderness and the child condition: And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk. That comes in here as if the Spirit of God would put it in where there is severity, as it says further, He took them upon his arms,  but they knew not that I healed them. There was healing needed. I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat (verse 4). So that it is like a child taught to walk and taught to eat, and relieved and healed and set up in his infantile days in view of manhood. 

    HBIs there somewhat of an answer in the first epistle to the Thessalonians where Pauls tenderness is seen in working with Silvanus and Timotheus in this great matter? 

    JTThat is good. And then, too, he sent Timotheus to the Corinthians that they might learn in Timotheus his ways as they were in Christ during his absence. The Corinthians really had not learned properly how to walk and eat. They did not even know how to eat the Lords supper, and he sends Timotheus that they might know how to walk, might learn Pauls ways as they were in Christ  not the ways of the world around, but as they were in Christ; and then how to eat, because if we do not learn to eat the Lords supper we shall never learn to eat at all. 

    EGMcADoes verse 3 indicate the affection of Hosea where it says, He took them upon his arms? Is that a statement of Hoseas, all his own? And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk, and but they knew not that I healed them  do these statements indicate the tenderness of God? 

    JTIt is like some passages we get in the Psalms. You sometimes wonder who it is who is speaking; there are other voices. Christianity involves that there are other voices; the voice that was heard in the garden was Jehovahs, but it was Jehovah Elohim. That would work out into the Trinity. There are different voices: holy, heavenly, divine voices, and maybe the prophets voice. We love to hear them. You just wonder at times, in the Psalms especially, who is speaking, but when you really do learn you are enlarged and feel how rich we are that there are three Persons dealing with us who love us. The Lord says, The Father himself has affection for you, John 16:27 as if the Lord is saying, It is another love. The Son loves and the Spirit loves, because the Spirit is said to love us, but the Father loves us, and the more we get into these things the richer we feel ourselves. That is intended, because the prophets are intended to enrich us. What voices there are! So that you get, for instance, the seraphim in Isaiah 6: In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple Isaiah 6:1. There were seraphim and then Isaiah speaks and the Spirit tells him to do something, so that we are enriched in all these things. 

    LESIt is remarkable how in Deuteronomy Moses recalls the voice of Jehovah moving among them and with them. In chapter 5:24 it says, Behold, Jehovah our God has shewn us his glory and his greatness, and we have heard his voice from the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that God talks with man, and he lives, Deuteronomy 5:24. 

    JTIn another reference (Revelation 10) the Lord Jesus is seen coming down. He roars like a lion, with his right foot on the sea and his left on the land. Then there is an angel that speaks, and John tells us who the speakers are, but the Lord Jesus is directing. John is to eat the little book the angel has in his hand, and he says, When you eat it, the way it affects you will tell whether you are fit to prophesy again. It did affect him just as the angel said to him, and he says, Thou must prophesy again, Revelation 10:11. 

    LESDo you think that the matter of the little book has an important bearing on our walking together? You had something in your mind about the little book. 

    JTWell, I would not like to go into that now, but there is a little book, and the one who was writing about it says, speaking of the Lord Jesus, And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written, John 21:25. So that this little book is important as having a bearing on something that we should know. Possibly we shall come into the teaching as we proceed, but now I am thinking of this childhood condition and how we all need to be taught how to walk and how to eat. What tenderness there is in God so that we should learn! 

    CCTI was wondering about the tenderness of God that has been mentioned. Would the intelligence of what you have in mind here enable me to walk with my brethren? 

    JTJust so. Be ... tender hearted, it says. The Bible is full of these things, especially Peters writings, because he treats of the governmental dealings of God. He deals with saints at a distance. They are at that distance because they are under the government of God, but christianity comes to them at a distance. Christianity sets them up where they are, teaching them how to walk, so that we are to follow in his steps, 1 Peter 2:21. 

    QuesDo you not have the teaching of this where John in his first epistle speaks of the old commandment and the new? The new commandment would be what was shining out in them and the old commandment the words they had received. 

    JTThe old commandment was what the Lord was here, the word they had heard. The new commandment was the same thing, which thing is true in him and in you, 1 John 2:8. The new commandment implies what we are, how the walk of Jesus is seen in us now. Christianity really is in mind as compared or contrasted with our Lord and His walk here below. I believe what tests us is our local companionship, whether we can really walk with the brethren, get down in order to walk with the lowliest. 

    GMacPSometimes we may get the idea of independency in our souls. In Acts 9 evidently Saul of Tarsus was taught how to walk with the brethren in Damascus; he was taken by the hand and led to Damascus. 

    JTVery good. Galatians enlarges on that, as to how they took account of what happened to him, especially a brother who was before him in the service  a great servant  Peter. Paul says, I went up to Jerusalem to make acquaintance with Peter, Galatians 1:18. 

    as if he would learn from Peter. The time had come for that. Some one had led him into the city and he had learned from Ananias. The Lord had prepared Ananias so that he should teach Paul, telling him what he should say to Paul. These things show the system into which we are brought, and how God has prepared everything and foreseen everything so that we should be taught how to walk and eat and do all things. 

    RemAs the apostle Paul says to the Thessalonians: We used to exhort each one of you, and comfort and testify, that ye should walk worthy of God, who calls you to his own kingdom and glory, 1 Thessalonians 2:11,12. 

    JTJust so. And then another thing: the Thessalonians themselves were models. He tells them they became imitators of the assemblies of God which were in Judaea, meaning that we have to look far afield to get all the divine principles and not to build up anything in a merely local sense, or have any local customs at all. Christendom is built up on national customs, and local customs, whereas true christianity is a universal idea; so that the Thessalonians were imitators of the churches in Judaea, which were a long way off and in a different country too. The idea of nationalism is to be deprecated among the brethren. 

    TSDo you think we should get the gain of Hoseas name? It means deliverance. This walking involves that. 

    JTJust so. Think of the tenderness with which he speaks of Jehovahs marital relations with Israel in chapter 1. The word of Jehovah that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. The beginning of the word of Jehovah through Hosea. And Jehovah said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms, and children of whoredoms; for the land is entirely given up to whoredom, away from Jehovah, Hosea 1:1,2. 

    He is speaking about the treatment that He has received from Israel in this sense, because He was really a Husband to her. Then He says in chapter 2:14, Therefore behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak to her heart. And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope; and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. And it shall be in that day, saith Jehovah, that thou shalt call me, My husband, Hosea 2:14 - 16. That is, she would learn to call God her Husband; she would know God and learn to know Him as Head and to be subject; and shalt call me no more, Baali; for I will take away the names of the Baals out of her mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name. And I will make a covenant for them in that day with the beasts of the field, and with the fowl of the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground; and I will break bow and sword and battle out of the land; and I will make them to lie down safely. And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; and I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies; and I will betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know Jehovah. And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith Jehovah, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the new wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jizreel, Hosea 2:16 - 22. Pardon me for referring to all this, but it is only to bring out this matter of teaching. Jizreel means God soweth. Sowing is a primary thought. He sows her to Him, as it says, For if we are become identified with him in the likeness of his death, so also we shall be of his resurrection, Romans 6:5 We are planted and sown in that sense. And I will sow her unto me in the land; and I will have mercy upon Lo-ruhamah; and I will say to Lo-ammi, Thou art my people; and they shall say, My God, Hosea 2:23. So that God teaches us in this as He takes Israel up afresh in the future; and as He takes us up now He would teach us according to primary principles, and especially that we should be linked up in a marital way with the Lord, as Paul says, I have espoused you unto one man, 2 Corinthians 11:2. 

    LESI was wondering if we do not get an example of this in John 4, in the womans having had five husbands and living with one who was not her husband, and then coming into touch with Christ? Was He not her Husband, and had she not to come to a moral judgment about her history? The valley of Achor became a door of hope to her and she was morally adjusted and able to walk. 

    JTShe left her waterpot. She went away into the city, and says to the men ..., John 4:28 showing that she was delivered, because the principle in this book is deliverance, as was remarked. She had had five husbands and the one she had then was not her husband. She needed deliverance from them and she got it because she got the Lord. Come, see a man, she says. I think that helps too, because she says to the Lord, Sir, I see that thou art a prophet, John 4:19. It is when you begin to see and perceive things that you show you are growing; you are not writing to others all the time as to what to do. The Lord will give thee understanding in all things, 2 Timothy 2:7. We learn from the Lord. So the Lord says to her, Woman. It is the first time He calls her Woman, as if she had attained womanhood in being delivered. That is the teaching of Hosea. She was brought into the wilderness and taught to sing there as in the days of her youth. 

    LESShe is brought to recognise Him as her Husband and no longer only as Lord. Come, see a man. 

    JTI have espoused you unto one man, 2 Corinthians 11:2. 

    RRTShe had never taken one step properly in a walk with God until she left her waterpot after her conversation with the Lord and went into the city. These were the first steps she had ever taken rightly; she had learned how to walk. 

    JTShe learned something too about the value of the body. It had been devoted wrongly, not used rightly. She left her waterpot, which implies her own vessel, meaning she would carry the water herself; but that could only be as she was delivered from impurity. How could she be espoused to one man, a chaste virgin to Christ, on those lines? 

    LESSo Ephraim says in the last chapter of Hosea, What have I to do any more with idols?, Hosea 14:8. 

    JTOne thought to connect it with this condition in the last chapter, but the woman of Samaria certainly helps us because it is a question of womanhood in this book. She is delivered from all uncleanness. She, so to speak, calls Him, My husband. 

    TSDo you include the marital thought in the Lords calling her, Woman? 

    JTI think so. The Lord is leading her up to the level that was in His mind about her. She has come to that level really because she says, I see that thou art a prophet. And He says, Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when ye shall neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem worship the Father ... . But the hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers ..., John 4:21,23 because she had talked about worship and He answered her too. Then He speaks about the true worshippers. 

    TSIn connection with Adams saying, Woman, it immediately follows: Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and cleave to his wife, Genesis 2:24. 

    Is that the full thought? 

    JTThat is the idea exactly. Adam named her: This shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man, Genesis 2:23. That name is to go on down. That is the word the Lord uses to the woman of Samaria to deliver her from five or six husbands. Such a travesty of marriage, to say the least about it! But now she is to have one Husband! Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?, John 4:29. So that she sets something before the men and they come to hear too. 

    CCTIn that statement she really commences in service. 

    JTJust so. She is set up in service. 

    GMacPDoes it suggest a subjective state in us capable of taking on divine teaching and being maintained in it? 

    JTI would say that; we begin to proceed. When the truth is set out people talk about this and that and the other thing; they talk about their clergyman, saying what a fine man he is, forgetting that he does not know the Lord, perhaps. They forget that, and many other things that God abhors. 

    EGMcAShe really began to do what the apostle says in 1 Corinthians 6:20, Glorify now then God in your body 1 Corinthians 6:20. That is part of the walk. 

    JTjust so. When she left the waterpot she left herself in that sense. She was a new woman, a new person. 

    FRADo we get a touch in Nicodemus? He came to Jesus by night in John 3, but in chapter 19 it says, Who at first came to Jesus by night, John 19:39. Now he was not coming by night; he came with Joseph of Arimathaea. 

    JTHe came with one hundred pounds of spices too. 

    TSIs the reason for so much confusion in christendom the lack of what is marital being understood? 

    JTChristendom is a travesty as regards God. The marriage relation must be there, and to admit any other is wrong. She says, Come, see a man John 4:29, and the apostle says, I have espoused you unto one man 2 Corinthians 11:2, and John the baptist says, He that has the bride is the bridegroom, John 3:29. 

    LESSo that it says, Neither is woman without man, nor man without woman, in the Lord, 1 Corinthians 11:11. If you have Ish you must have Ishshah. 

    RRTIn speaking about the proper use of the body as illustrated in this woman, walking really would be a fundamental thought, just in line with that; for after all in a physical way walking is a co-ordinated action of the powers that are resident in the child; and so in a spiritual way could we think of it similarly? God would teach us to bring into proper co-ordinated use all the spiritual powers which we have and then we should go on to greater things in the use of the body. 

    JTQuite so. We know how parents love to look at little ones as they begin to toddle, and presently they begin to use their members better and learn how to keep balance. It must be pleasurable to God to see us use our members as we get light, and Romans teaches us how to use them. 

    GMacPTo walk in newness of life, Romans 6:4. 

    JTJust so. 

    EGMcAYou remarked in the beginning of the meeting that we should not localise these truths. Would not the scripture that says, Shall two walk together except they be agreed? Amos 3:3 be looked at in a universal way? 

    JTThat is a word that one had specially in mind in view of these meetings. How can we walk together unless we are agreed? A wise man says that. 

    JMcKIn view of what you have been saying, would it not be a concern with us that in our local assemblies we should be walking in the order in which the assemblies in other parts of the world are walking? 

    JTThus I ordain in all the assemblies, 1 Corinthians 7:17. I think what has been said as to 1 and 2 Corinthians is helpful and far-reaching too. Paul would teach the Corinthian assembly to walk, and then he says, for that reason I sent Timotheus. He also taught them to eat. He says, as it were, You are eating, but it is not the Lords supper. You are eating like partisans. 

    JMcKWould the letter the apostle wrote to the Colossians, in which he said that after it had been read in Colosse it should be read in Laodicea and that the letter to Laodicea should be read at Colosse, have that principle in mind? 

    JTThat is right. That would mean that both assemblies were taught the same thing and yet Paul did not make them do with one letter, he wrote two letters. 

    FRAIt says in Revelation, He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies  all seven of them. 

    JTQuite so. 

    GMacPWhat God may be working out amongst us, He will work out universally in the world to come. What He wrought in Ephraim will be wrought out in Israel. 

    JTThe last chapter shows how they come to it. O Israel, return unto Jehovah thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive us graciously; so will we render the calves of our lips, Hosea 14:1,2 meaning there would be sacrifice in it. Assyria shall not save us, Hosea 14:3. That is a great matter for guidance negatively; do not turn to Assyria. The king of Assyria was a pretentious king. We will not ride upon horses, we will not be pretentious, using horse-strength; Neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Thou art our God; because in thee the fatherless findeth mercy, Hosea 14:3. It shows what God is; His grace and favour and kindness to the fatherless. I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely; for mine anger is turned away from him, Hosea 14:4. Notice the singular there. That would be Israel, I suppose, as a whole nation. I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall blossom as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive-tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They shall return and sit under his shadow; they shall revive as corn, and blossom as the vine: the renown thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? (I answer him, and I will observe him.) I am like a green fir-tree.  From me is thy fruit found. Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? intelligent, and he shall know them? For the ways of Jehovah are right, and the just shall walk in them; but the transgressors shall fall therein, Hosea 14:1 - 9. 

    RemIt is good to see that God ever has recovery in view. 

    JTHow full these thoughts are, and how tender! What one had in mind was the tenderness with which God deals with young persons. 

    CCTWould you say it brings in the thought of a restful position? It says, They shall return and sit under his shadow. 

    JTJust so. Canticles would fit into Hosea, where the bride learns to sing in the wilderness. In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; and his fruit is sweet to my taste, Song of Songs 2:3. 

    EGMcAYou get the eager tenderness of God in verse 8: Ephraim shall say Hosea 14:8, and then it says, 

    I answer him. That is, God is in it. Then Ephraim says, I am like a green fir-tree, and God says, From me is thy fruit found. Those are the other voices of which you were speaking. 

    JTIt has to be read carefully there to see who the speakers are. 

    EGMcAWhat should impress every one of us is that no matter how obstinate or rebellious we may be, Gods love does not turn, and even if the brethren have to take up our case, it is the love of God that is behind it to bring us back into the knowledge of Himself as children. 

    JTJust so. 

    LESIs the urgency of the matter seen in the prophet Jeremiah where the word as to the early walk of Israel is, Cry in the ears of Jerusalem Jeremiah 2:2, and do we see the result of Gods teaching when she went out after Him into the wilderness? Do you think God delights to record this? 

    JTI think Matthew guides us in that because of the idea of the place children and youth have; children in the temple were saying, Hosanna to the Son of David Matthew 21:15, and the Pharisees reproved them, but the Lord says, Have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?, Matthew 21:16. That is the idea, and Matthew has it particularly in mind. The Lord is seen in the second chapter of Matthew as a little Child. He is called a little Child nine times and there is the phrase, the little child and his mother, Matthew 2:13. Also we have, Out of Egypt have I called my son, Matthew 2:15. And when the disciples are together they say, Who then is greatest in the kingdom ... ?, Matthew 18:1. Think of that in the light of the truth of Matthew and how the babe condition is stressed! The Lord took a little child and set it in the midst of them and said to them: Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens, Matthew 18:3. 

    So that we are shut out if we are depending on our own greatness; the Lord says the little child is the idea. It is this little child Matthew 18:4  the one He makes the selection of. 

    RRTIt is beautiful to see what you are speaking about in the latter part of the book because earlier God had to say that Ephraim was oppressed and corrupted in judgment because in self-will he walked after the commandment of men. In Gods dealings with us, although there may be that self-will and walking after the commandment of men, it is all, as we meet it in exercise before God, to eventuate in what we have in the end of the book. 

    JTThat is the way the truth stands, and one would love to know the book better; and the brethren, too, should look into it especially from a marital point of view and the feelings of God about His rights over us. 
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    Hosea 11: 3; Exodus 12: 37 - 46; Exodus 13: 20, 21; Numbers 2:1 - 9; Numbers 2:17; Numbers 20: 19

    I wish to use these scriptures by the Lords help to set out the thought of the walk of faith. We are said to walk by faith and not by sight, and for this we have to be taught, as the passage in Hosea indicates, Jehovah saying that He taught Ephraim to walk. We have to be taught of God in every respect, meaning that we do not learn from man, as such. God uses man, of course; indeed the Lord Jesus was a Man, so that when we say that we are not to learn anything from man we mean man naturally as he is. Aside from God coming into Manhood, that is in Christ, we could learn nothing. Every divine thought takes form in Christ become Man, it is only thus it could become intelligible. The vast creation, itself indicative of so much power, could be but little understood aside from what has come out in Christ. So that we learn, even as to the creation, from Christ. Not that He occupies us with astronomy and the like, with science; for the whole thought of God is to teach us of Himself and of His counsels, and these great things that occupy men in the sciences are just a means to an end, and when that end is reached they cease. Teaching has reference to God, and so in regard of walking. The first walking in Scripture is by God Himself, which is a significant matter, significant in regard to the subject before us. We are told that Adam and Eve heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day. Not that they saw Him walking, they heard Him walking. Faith comes by hearing and we are to understand things on that principle, but He walked, and walked under the appellation of Lord God. That is, God in covenant, the thought that disarms our hearts of fear; so it is significant that that title appears in the section of scripture that speaks about the fall, as we call it, more often than in all the rest of scripture. That is, God would assure our hearts, in spite of the presence of sin through us, that He is a covenant God and is true. God is true. So, although He walked in the garden and called for Adam and Adam was hidden away through his fear, God found a means of carrying out His thoughts. For He is never taken by surprise and never baffled, never defeated; He has always an abundance of resource and in the light of that He is spoken of as Jehovah Elohim, that is, the covenant God, which every Christian heart should cherish, for every true believer drinks of the cup of the Lords supper which denotes the covenant God, the love of God covenant-wise, meaning a love that is assuring, that condescends to engage itself, to guarantee itself. That is how the subject of walking is introduced to us in the Scriptures. There was a way alongside of God for others to join in the way of walking and we find Enoch and Noah there and many others since. Indeed, every man of faith walks with God and every worker of faith works with God. So that the subject of walking according to God is of the very greatest importance and obviously it is for young people to see how to come into it, to learn it. As God says, I taught Ephraim to walk. The New Testament teems with the application of the walk of faith. The apostle in writing to the young assembly at Thessalonica brings it forward, exhorts them as to it, how they should walk and please God, even as they did. There is very great encouragement in urging people to keep on with what they are already doing. It is much more difficult to work to bring people into the path of faith than to urge them in it. The apostle urged the Thessalonians to abound in it more and more. The standard of walking is God, God in Christ, whose walk was so delightful, as I need not remind you, as seen in the gospels. John the baptist saw Him walking and says, Behold the Lamb of God. That is to say, the mature thought; the step was firm, not faltering; it was firm, with purpose. So that others came into the path of faith. Throughout the epistles you get the thought stressed, the importance of walking pleasing to God, of coming under Gods eye after the pattern of Christ. 

    I referred to Exodus, which is the infantile book, and yet not infantile for it goes on to the full growth, typically. It begins with the sons of Israel (New Trans.), not the children, sons, which is a mature thought. Satan hated that thought and will do his utmost to destroy those who actually or potentially are walking according to God, and so I read those scriptures in chapters 12 and 13 to show how the allusion in Hosea took form. It is more particularly to call attention to the details mentioned as they begin to move, because the movement of faith is surrounded by a set of circumstances, a sort of soil which is to develop and produce later. But you will notice that they moved. In the verse that I began with it says, The children of Israel journeyed. They did it. This is a suggestion for every young person here, every young Christian, a challenge to his heart as to whether he has begun to move, to journey. It was night, and what you find immediately is the number of persons who joined in this movement, a very great number. An encouragement to the young heart, that it is not going to be alone. Later he may say that he would walk alone, but not alone, for God would be with him. The true faith implies that I am ready to walk alone, and yet not alone. Indeed the exhortation to Christians to separate today involves much. It involves suffering and the possibility of being alone, at least the outlook might suggest that. Pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart, and it is with those, so that there is no suggestion that you will be alone. There are over six hundred thousand here in this movement, six hundred thousand men besides children and women. As I may say, that is one of the circumstances; there is a mixed multitude, a sorrowful suggestion that you have to be on the watch. What is mixed is always a danger, but they are there. Another thing is that they have got dough, without leaven. Not yet cakes, and it is presented not as their deliberate doing but that God saw to it that they were forced to have dough without leaven. That is God comes in in His governmental ways, for the Egyptians urged them out. The young believer is helped, but not as he would expect to be helped. His best judgment would lead him to put in the leaven to make a cake such as he was accustomed to eat. God operates in this way at the outset; He is helping us without our knowing it. How many of us have proved that, and we are reminded here that dallying around after the light comes into our souls, when the time has come to move, exposes us to the greatest danger. After the light has come in, as sure as possible we will make a cake with leaven and if we carry that cake with us, so to speak, we shall bring the leaven into the new setting, and may be it will leaven the new setting and we had better not come at all than bring leaven. You will remember how the Lord Jesus, as He was about to introduce the church in Matthews gospel, left the Pharisees and Sadducees and went away. He not only left them but went away; He put a distance between Him and them. His disciples were with Him, they are on the boat and He challenges them as to leaven. You may leave people and take their leaven with you. If you dally about and linger on and say,The Lord has not made my way clear yet, it is sure that you are making a cake of leaven and you will leaven the company that you come to, if they admit you. It is important that such a challenge should be raised as regards persons who would walk with us. We read of those who walked no more with Jesus. Persons may walk a long way and in that walk have the leaven. So that we have to watch that the leaven is not there as persons enter on the path. The path may be taken on with us under circumstances that are not exactly the circumstances of faith, not the outcome of faith in our souls, so that we have to be on our guard as to persons who would walk. The apostle Paul speaks about many walking, of whom, he says, I ... now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ. It is a question of walking according to God, and hence here you have instruction about the passover. They were forced to omit the leaven, they did omit it and God says, I will keep you to it and you must not have it again. So the ordinance of the passover is that there is to be a night of observance to Jehovah and a remembrance of the passover. There can be no walking according to God without the passover, that is the feast of the passover and the feast of unleavened bread. The unleavened bread is settled because they had unleavened bread and no other; God saw to that. Those of us who care for souls are thankful for the way God acts governmentally to hinder young people from dallying around. 

    They have not got the leaven. They need instructions with regard to the passover as well as the unleavened bread, and so we get the ordinance of it. It is to be eaten in houses, it is on the principle of a house; young people need to take this into account. It is not a general thing held anywhere; it is held in houses and only in houses and no part is to be taken out of the house; it is to be exclusively in the house. There is the idea of protection, an atmosphere suited. 

    A bone of it is not to be broken. The young believer is taught these details so that he is to have the whole idea, his mind is not to be scattered, he is not to regard himself as a unit but that he belongs to others, 

    that if there are six hundred thousand they are to be one. There is one idea in the mind of God and that idea is developed in the assembly. We are apt to break the bones as we begin to move, divide it into this sect and that sect. If the passover is truly kept there will be no sects at all, there will be only one idea before the mind and that idea is His body, the assembly. I will mention one or two other things: the bones of Joseph, and the divine calendar; both appear in this setting. Four hundred and thirty years was the sojourn, according to the spiritual thought, of the children of Israel in Egypt. It is spiritual because it is not literal; it is from promised time. If we understood the divine calendar we would understand that these four hundred and thirty years began in chapter 15 of Genesis. It is a divine calendar and that is an important thing for the young christian to see; his movement is marked down in that calendar, there is a red mark at that date. God keeps records but not as men do; it is not a question of the number of the revolutions of the earth, or sun; it is a question of how God reckons. He did indeed give the heavenly bodies for times and seasons but He has His own way of reckoning and His way of reckoning has to do with the results that He has in His mind, and these results include every christian; every christians movement is thought of beforehand and marked off on the calendar, so that heaven knows when you begin to move. You move on time, everything fits in, there is nothing accidental, the movements are exactly on time, on the very day  not night, that comes in later  on the very day they moved out of Egypt. Then the night is to be remembered, meaning that the believer moving out goes through a darkness like Abraham. God says, Your seed shall sojourn for four hundred years in a strange land. That is what the believer is to remember, and people that have not had this experience are usually weak and shallow. Never was such a night as this, 

    and never has there been such a night in our histories as when we had to do with God about our sins. If I am not judging sin now, why not? I judged it that night, I was sincere that night, I was thrust out, a night never to be forgotten. If I did not have leavened bread that night, why should I have it now? Why should I be insincere now, untrue to God and to the brethren? If I have thought of those six hundred thousand men then, why not now? They are one idea to God, cling to them. It will preserve you from independence. As I say, there are the bones of Joseph, too: they take me back for years, dead indeed but a living testimony, for it is a question of faith. By faith Joseph gave commandment concerning his bones. Moses had faith and Josephs bones were there. One might say much about that but it is only to bring in the item, so that we might be filled with those thoughts in learning to walk as taught of God. Then you have the moving according to the passage in chapter 13. Now you say, I am on the way, I am moving, walking. Another thing which I might insert before I proceed is that they went out harnessed, in ranks of five. They took account of each other, they were learning to keep step with each other. God says, In all these circumstances I am before you. It was in a visible thick cloud, a pillar. Perhaps there has never been a cloud like it before. It seems to be a new thought, not that a pillar had not been before but this was a cloud in the form of a pillar, a space within it. He is not seen but nevertheless He is there, but with the utmost thoughtfulness. If you are walking by day I change the appearance of things, it is a pillar of cloud; if by night, it is a pillar of fire. There is no cessation of the movement. That is how the matter stands in the initial thought of it in Exodus. It is a book of potential, and indeed actual, manhood, for presently we find these people in the wilderness with their hearts prompting them, bringing their heave-offerings to God, saying virtually, We want You to abide with us and in asking Him to live with them they would also provide what He required. We do not introduce our thoughts or our ideas with regard to the divine dwelling-place. There was plenty of the required materials. 

    That is the first great feature of this instruction, how God taught them to walk; He took them by the hand and led them out of the land of Egypt. Now the next thing is to learn how to walk together and in the walking how to regard each other. I have already spoken of how they went out in harness, not as a mob. They went out in harness, in fives, in a rank, militarily. Now God would teach us as on the move, He would teach us how to regard one another in this moving and in regarding one another how to regard God in His abode, for He is moving too. Although there were encampments, the general thought in the wilderness is movement. Since the day that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt ... I went about in a tent and in a tabernacle, 2 Samuel 7: 6. The general idea is movement but not movement in a lame, straggling, uncertain way, but in definiteness, first as knowing how to regard the brethren, then loving them, and then walking with them. Hence you get the idea of three, first in the encampment and then in their ordered march. Each Israelite was supposed to know the ensign of his fathers house and where to pitch. He was to pitch with his own tribe but in relation to two other tribes, and he was to march in relation to two other tribes, which I apprehend to mean the local meeting. There are the four groups of three each, conveying what is local and what is general. There is only one fellowship; that is general, but it works out locally and in the locality I begin to love the brethren. I want to walk with them and keep step with them. I must know how to keep step with them. In the verses read in Numbers there are three tribes and in this group we have distinction, for Judah had the first place. In these groups someone has the first place. There is the thought of leadership and without leadership you cannot have an assembly according to God. Now by leadership I mean what God provides, not that sort of leadership that says, like Adonijah, I will be king. God abominates that. What He has in mind is His own sovereign selection and that is sure to take on something to support it. It requires sovereign leadership and it is a question of moral qualification, and Judah had that. Judah is indicated plainly enough as one who prevailed above his brethren. He did it in love, he pleaded with Joseph for Benjamin, for the youngest. That is the great idea. It is not walking on other peoples heads, it is a question of considering for the youngest. He calls him a little one. That is the idea of Judah, one who could consider for the least and make himself less than the least of all the saints. That is the leader. I am afraid we are not anxious for that sort of leading but it is according to God. So that this group of three under Judah is a model for us; I learn in it to respect leadership according to God and to love the brethren in that setting. The other three groups have their own distinctions; each has its own leadership. The first one is the great idea; it sets me down in that setting that is according to God and into which His sovereignty enters, and in bowing to it I learn how great it is morally and that He has made no mistake. It is walking under these leaders that you think according to what He desires. Am I considering for Jehovah in this setting? They are to march in this order. Verse 17 directs me as to the dwelling-place of God, that in every step I take I have my eye on God. Is God amongst us? What are our meetings, our prayer meetings, readings and fellowship meetings? What are they if they do not promote the dwelling-place of God? What is there to distinguish us if God is not with us? Nothing. What distinguishes us is that God puts a distinction upon us. Moses says in effect, How shall we be marked if Thy presence go not with us? (see Exodus 33: 15, 16). Their faith would always have an eye on the tabernacle. Without it what would Israel do in the wilderness? With it, nothing can overcome Israel, no enemy. And what joys, spiritual I mean, would an Israelite have as he looked from his tent and saw that pillar of cloud and thought of God in that very place in His nearness to them. Let us have an eye in our movements therefore to the dwelling-place of God; and so you will observe that it says, Then the tabernacle of the congregation shall set forward with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camp: as they encamp, so shall they set forward, every man in his place by their standards, Numbers 2: 17. Now alongside this dwelling-place of God you have another thought and that is the camp of the Levites. I hope the brethren will be able to follow these things, because I am persuaded they are full of holy instructions. You have recognised Judah, that is the local setting; then leadership according to God, and the next thing is that I am respecting the tabernacle, and then the camp of the Levites. Who are they? They have access to God through the priests but according to Joshua they are the firstborn ones registered in heaven. We are reminded of our great heavenly profession. So Levi has God Himself as his portion, besides that he has cities to dwell in. It is a heavenly company. Levi represents the heavenly sons. How glorious to regard the saints in this light, surrounding the dwelling-place of God! This great family of firstborn ones comes next to God. So that as we observe the divine principles that regulate our walk here there comes this glorious light, the tabernacle, the divine dwelling surrounded by the heavenly sons. This suggests another thing, not the walk in the wilderness but carried into Joshua what Habakkuk speaks of: He will make me to walk upon mine high places. We are taught already to walk there. It is a spiritual matter, of course, but of all importance that when we get to heaven we shall know how to walk. There is to be one street in that city. I apprehend there are to be no nobility there, one street, no West end and no East end. 

    As I get toward the end of the wilderness, maybe I have to do with false brethren, and, alas, we have to do with them, and we have to learn to do with them. The heavenly ones have to know how to speak Thus saith thy brother Israel, Numbers 20: 14. He is simply making a request that he would be allowed to pass and surely that is the position. It is not the time for quarrelling with our brethren but asking them to let us pass. If they are not on the way, we are. In having to do with persons known as brethren, if you are not on the way I am on the way and I want to pass. I do not want to quarrel. There is no question of the tabernacle or the cloud, it is my own feet. I have got power, for indeed in this chapter they have drunk of the waters, not from the smitten rock, but the rock spoken to. For in this chapter it is the Spirit come down from heaven. (In Exodus 17 it is the rock smitten.) The allusion is to the state of the saints. Both they and their cattle drank, and as having drunk into one Spirit we have feet of our own but they are united feet. They say, I will ... go through on my feet. It is a collective thought, how beautiful that we are walking as one. As the apostle says, Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing, Philippians 3: 15, 16. What is this rule? The rule of new creation. Do you ever think of that rule? It is an entirely new theme brought in here. It is not that we agree to differ in anything; it means present unity. Walk by the same rule; think the same thing. It is a great feature in Philippians and so in walking, walk by the same rule. What suggestions are these things for us! And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God, Galatians 6: 16. Now you see how beautiful this is, what righteousness is in this. It is enough to move any brothers heart, to lead him to open the way and let his brother pass by. Edom would not do it but Edom is a false brother. It is a sorrowful thought. God says of Esau that He hated him. It is because of his falsity as a brother. I loved Jacob, Malachi 1: 2. How God delighted in this speech of Israels. He is an orderly man; he does not take advantage: We will go by the highway; and if I and my cattle drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I will only ... go through on my feet. Go through, pass on, but pass on in righteousness, pass on in nobility, in dignity, as one who is conscious of the power of God. You have got your own feet. If we walk in the Spirit we shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. It is walking by the Spirit that enables me to say this. If you will look at the speech of Israel you will see how manly it is. He knows exactly where he is and he only wants to pass from that point to another. He is going to Canaan, heaven as we say; he is fit to go, he has been through Romans, he is adjusted. He walks by the Spirit. If we live in the Spirit let us also walk by the Spirit, and if we walk by the Spirit we shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. That is all I have to say, I think you will see the links right through. God teaches us how to walk and to use our own feet on the highway, producing righteousness as we go and qualifying for the heavenly land. 
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    Hosea 12

    The references to Jacob in this chapter are remarkable, and brought in apparently without much connection with what the prophet is speaking of. He suddenly leaves all the present failure to dwell upon the energy which had characterised their great forefather. It had been said prophetically before the children were born that the elder shall serve the younger (Genesis 25: 23), but it also came out that there was an energy in Jacob to make good what had been said of him. He took his brother by the heel in the womb, verse 3. The very name Jacob means heel-holder, or supplanter. It intimates that, along with Gods election, there is always found an inward energy to displace or dispossess that which according to nature came first. Esau represents what we are by nature as children of Adam, but Jacob represents what we are by Gods grace and election. The work of God in souls is the consequence of His election, and He brings it in to dispossess that which actually preceded it in point of time, so that persons take a course which they never would have taken naturally. Israel in turning from Jehovah to idolatry had given up all thought of displacing the elder, the Esau man. This was the root of all the terrible departure and unfaithfulness; they had gone back to the man whom God hated. They no doubt boasted in having Jacob as their father, but they had not Jacobs energy to supplant the elder. The distinction between the old man and the new could not really be known until the death of Christ had taken place, but we read the typical Scriptures in the light of what is now made known. There should have been energy in Gods elect to supplant the man after the flesh, and with that man supplanted by the work of God there would have been no departure, no idolatry. It raises the question with each one of us whether we have energy to claim, as it were, place for the younger. That which is divinely wrought in us is to supplant all that was there previously. It is only thus that faithfulness can be maintained in the affections. 

    Then we find that the energy by which Jacob took his brother by the heel developed into energy acting Godward. In his strength he wrestled with God. Yea, he wrestled with the Angel, and prevailed, verses 3, 4. In the historical account (Genesis 32) we are told first that a man wrestled with him, but Hosea does not dwell upon that; the point before the Spirit of God here was to bring out the energy that was in Jacob. It was true that he had first to be crippled as to his natural power before he could prevail with God, but he had spiritual strength to wrestle with God. We have read of Paul agonizing, for that is the word used in Colossians 2: 1, and he uses the same word of Epaphras, who is one of you in Colossians 4: 12. It conveys the thought of great energy Godward expended on behalf of His saints. A well-known servant of the Lord used to say sometimes to persons who came to him with questions, Have you ever spent a night in prayer about it? I think most of us have to deplore a lack of energy Godward, and yet this is how the knowledge of God comes in power into the soul. Tears, too, have their place in this. He wept, and made supplication unto him; verse 4. How humbling to idolatrous Israel to be reminded of the energy with which their great ancestor had sought the knowledge of Jehovah, and yet they had given Him up for every worthless idol that presented itself to them! Perhaps it is hardly less humbling to some of us. In all this God was saying to Israel, and is now saying to us, that His elect come to light by the energy and purpose of heart with which they seek Him. 

    He found him in Bethel, and there he spoke with us, even Jehovah, the God of hosts,  Jehovah is his memorial; verses 4, 5. Early in his history Jacob had been favoured with an impression of the house of God so that he could give it a name, but it was many years before he came to it in suitability. There were strange gods in his household which had to be put away, and other matters which had to be faced, before God could find him in Bethel in a condition suited to the place. But eventually he was found there, and if Jacob could be found there why should not all Israel be found there? All this is like Jehovah saying to His poor idolatrous people, I want you to go over Jacobs history yourselves, and come to what he came to. Why should any of us allow idols to keep us away from the house of God where He is willing to speak with us, and to bring us into the blessedness of the revelation of Himself in love? We read, And Jacob called the name of the place where God had talked with him, Bethel; Genesis 35:15. Is it possible for God to talk with us? Indeed, it is. For the Spirit leading Hosea to say, there he spoke with us, shows that God speaking in His house has all His people in view. But the speaking is there, and if we want to hear it we must come there. Gods revealed name is His memorial; for us it is the Father revealed in the Son. It is dreadful how lightly people treat the revelation of God, which is truly the greatest blessedness of the creature. What are all the idols in the world worth if we think of them from a moral point of view? But God speaks that we may know what is in His heart and mind for us, the outcome of what He is, and He would have us to know His house as the place where He speaks. 

    It was Jehovah, the God of hosts who spoke in His house, God known in relation to hosts blessed by Him. The speaking in the house today takes character from the fact that God has been declared, the Fathers name made known, by His beloved Son. If He is made known as Father it implies that He would have men to know Him as acting in supreme favour, and to be set in relationship with Him in that character. The hosts now are children and sons; they are for Gods delight as in Christ Jesus. The place and relationship in which they are set corresponds with the Name which has been made known to them, and all is of infinite grace and love. At Peniel Jacob had said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me, Genesis 32: 26. And we are told that God blessed him there, and said that his name should be called Israel, meaning wrestler, or prince of God. But at Bethel it was definitely said, And he called his name Israel, Genesis 35: 10. That is, he was there as having a distinguished name, and for us this means that we are there as sons. We must first take up the Jacob exercise of supplanting the fleshly and the natural, and then we shall have energy Godward to secure His blessing, and we shall get a princely name in the house of God, and God will talk with us on that footing, and make His name known to us. All this is viewed here as reached through Jacobs inward exercise and energy in seeking the knowledge of God. It is to stir up our hearts to greater earnestness with regard to Gods blessing, and our place in His house as sons. It is not the gospel side of the truth that we receive sonship as Gods gift, but the energy on our side that will not rest until we are consciously in the dignity of it in the house of God. 

    The second reference to Jacob in this chapter brings out another side of the truth. Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. I have no doubt that, in saying this, the Spirit had in mind that Jehovah had been serving for a prolonged period to secure Israel in wifely relationship to Himself. The wifely place to which Israel was called has a very prominent place in this book. It had been written that Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they were in his eyes as single days, because he loved her, Genesis 29: 20. It was a touching expression, in a typical way, of how Jehovah had loved Israel; He had served from the time of Moses onward to win Israel for Himself. His service had been carried on mediately through those by whom He had acted, as we read in the next verse, And by a prophet Jehovah brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved, Hosea 12: 13. Preserved here is the same word as kept in verse 12. The whole of Gods prophetic service in Israel, from Moses to Malachi in the Old Testament, and by John the baptist and Christ Himself in the New Testament, was to keep the people for Jehovah that they might be in true wifely relation to Him. All the God-sent prophets laboured for this, and yet the service of love was unrequited. Israel had turned out unfaithful and idolatrous, as this very prophet bears witness in his strong expostulations and pleadings. And the Lord Himself had to say, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for naught and in vain, Isaiah 49: 4. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those that are sent unto her, how often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would not, Matthew 23: 37. 

    The thought of serving for a wife is not limited to Israel; it is brought over into the relations of Christ with the assembly. How He served when He delivered Himself up for it! And in sanctifying and cleansing it by the washing of water by the word He is serving that He may have His wife in suitability to Himself. He serves by means of the gifts He has given. If Israel for a wife kept sheep, it suggests to us that all the shepherd-service of Christ to His own has in view that He may have them as His wife. Whatever He does for us individually will ultimately work out in His having the assembly for the satisfaction of His love, and in responsive affection to Him as His wife. The book of Hosea would raise the question with us whether His blessed service has had the present result of really securing us in wifely affection and devotion. Alas! much of the Christian profession has taken on the character of the great harlot spoken of in Revelation 17. 

    Israel in princely dignity in the house of God corresponds with the thought of sonship as seen in this book; chapter 1: 10; 11: 1. The wife, for whom Israel served, typifies the faithful and responsive affection in a feminine way, the lack of which in the people of God is so deplored in this book. Sonship Godward and wifely faithfulness and affection Christward are two of the most precious and affecting thoughts of divine love. It is intended that they shall both be realised in the assembly during the present period, and that they shall give character to the service of the assembly as convened. But as it was with Israel, so has it been with the assembly: the great thoughts of divine love have been departed from. Hence it has become necessary to return. Return unto thy God: keep loving-kindness and judgment, and wait on thy God continually, verse 6. The word return is both humbling and encouraging; humbling, because it Shows there has been departure; encouraging, because it shows that infinite grace makes it possible to return. This we shall See in a most affecting way in the last chapter of this book. 
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    Hosea 12: 1 - 14

    CACThe reference to Jacob in this chapter is really remarkable as bringing out the great principles on which blessing is secured. I suppose they had been actually worked out in the history of Israel, especially of Jacob. 

    Last week we were referring to the faithfulness of God that remained unchanged in spite of all their unfaithfulness, the reason for it being, For I am God, and not man. It is a great bulwark to the soul to think of what God is. Gods reason for not giving up an unfaithful people is that God is God and not man. But there must be certain conditions brought about in the people, that are necessary, if they are to be in the good practically of the truth that God is their God. What comes out here is the sovereign work of God in the people of His election. 

    QuesWhy are there such quick changes in the names in this chapter? We get Ephraim, Judah, Jacob and then Israel. 

    CACIt is important to notice the rapid transitions in this prophet, more perhaps than in any other. What helps us is to see the line of the Spirit of God, which is evidently to occupy us with Jacob, so that we might in the first place trace out the history of Jacob in our own souls. It is as if to say, I want you to go over the history of Jacob yourselves. 

    In the presentation of Jacob there is energy found with him, so that the first thing said of him is that he took his brother by the heel in the womb. It is prophetic instruction for us. It was the action from which he derived his name. We should all covet to have that name. It was an intimation that the elder was to be displaced by the younger, and that is a precious exercise in the soul of every saint. The elder stands for what is natural. That which is spiritual does not come first, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. We are all here with intense desire to supplant what is of the flesh by what is of the Spirit. The point is there is intense energy with him. 

    RemIt is an instinct with him to go in for the blessing. 

    CACAt one time there was nothing present but the natural and fleshly. After Gods election a new principle came in, in which what was younger had power to displace what was elder. In Jacob it was purely of Gods election. It is nothing on our part, but Gods sovereignty that leads us to do what we never should do naturally. So that in Gods elect (Jacob is the great sample of Gods elect) their naughty, crooked ways show they are no better than anyone else. So he is a good example. Thus energy to displace what is natural and carnal is what first works in a soul in which God works. So there is an energy to break away from all that is fleshy and natural. 

    RemHe valued the inheritance. 

    CACThat showed that he was Gods elect. He had power to displace the elder, which developed into power with God. So it says, In his strength he wrestled with God. Yea, he wrestled with the Angel, and prevailed; he wept, and made supplication unto him. In his strength he wrestled with God. That is the second great element in the soul. Then there is positive power to prevail with God. This is just the converse of what we were looking at last week. He had to be reduced first, the hollow of his thigh touched. That is, the prominent thing in Genesis is that God wrestled with him. It says, There wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. Jacob was so vigorous and stubborn he would not give in, and so are we. That is what happens to all of us; we are reduced to a helpless clinging to Him. We read of agonising in prayer  that is wrestling. We can read of it in the Scriptures, if we do not know much about it. It is what we read of Paul and Epaphras doing. He wrestled with God and prevailed. It is wonderful the remarkable strength in the man; he wrestled with God and secured what he wanted. And will any of us get on if we are not in earnest? This is not the gospel. There is no wrestling on the part of the sinner to get blessing from God. We try to prevent him being on that line, do we not? This taking up wrestling with God is most important. I think this represents the exercise of Gods elect. 

    QuesThe Angel was Jehovah? 

    CACThe Angel was just Jehovah. 

    QuesWould not such earnestness be agreeable to God? 

    CACYes, very pleasing to God. God is very pleased with any person who is determined to get blessing from Him. 

    RemIt says we are to take the kingdom by force. 

    CACThe old saints used to speak of wrestling in prayer. We do not hear much of that now. Paul says I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ in Ephesians 3: 14. There is an intensity of exercise we do not perhaps know much about. 

    RemIt says of Christ that being in conflict he prayed more intently, and his sweat became as great drops of blood. 

    CACYou see it in the very highest effect in the Lord Himself  the intensity of soul  anguish. 

    What a rebuke this is to a people having gone away from God! Your energy and wrestling, where are they? Look at your father. And people do not get anything by sitting still, and being fed with a spoon! There is a very great desire on the part of most of us for ministry, but we get things on our knees. When I have been asked sometimes whether I did not think we had had a good meeting, I have answered I do not know. How did it affect us? is the question. Did we go to our chambers and kneel down and weep before Him to get it? It is the only way to get it. 

    Jacob was at Bethel. I suppose it means he found God there, the blessed God that the people cared nothing about, so that they preferred idolatry to Him. But there was a man they knew by name who sought Him with an intensity of exercise that would not turn aside. And he found Him in His house. That is where we find God. The great instruction for him was to learn that Bethel was the house of God and to find that God talked to him. He went up from him in the place where he had talked with him, it says. That is, in the house of God there are personal communications from God. Well, that is a much greater reality today, I was going to say, than in Israels day. It is God made known in His house, in all the blessed revelation of what He is as made known in His Son. We know it to be a reality; we know He has talked to us. God has always contemplated from the beginning having a great multitude. Enoch speaks of his holy myriads. All the wonderful things God has before Him He would talk to us about, and particularly as gathered together in the assembly. All this has its point because the people have got altogether astray from it, and Jehovah is recalling an idolatrous and unfaithful people to what was from the beginning. 

    QuesJehovah is his memorial, what does that mean? 

    CACIs it not all that in which God delights to be known? 

    RemWe think of it usually as something to be remembered or appreciated. 

    CACIts use in Scripture is not the usual meaning of the word. It is what sets forth the blessed revelation of God. This is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations (Exodus 3: 15). 

    QuesHas it a present bearing? 

    CACI thought so. What a memorial the Lord has here as having brought Himself into the hearts of His people! Then there is the other side of the exercise brought out in Jacob serving. Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. 

    QuesWhy the change from Jacob to Israel? 

    CACHis dignified name is used when it is a question of serving for a wife. I think God has pictured in Jacob the whole course of His love to the children of Israel. In the principle of it we can bring it over into the assembly. It shows that God could only secure what He wanted in Israel on the line of serving. I think God had been serving Israel through the prophets all through their history and He had been serving them as sheep, so that they could come into the place of wife. The whole controversy was that God had been looking for wifely relations with His people, but they had been unfaithful. It has been carried out mediately through the prophets, as the service of the Lord is carried out by His servants mediately. 

    QuesWill you explain what you mean? 

    CACWell, just as the service of Christ is carried out by means of vessels; that is, His great service to the assembly was carried out in the first place by the apostles. He did serve clearly, He is Head, but He carried it out by the apostles and gifts. 

    Jehovah had been serving them from Moses to Malachi, all through, with the desire to establish their wifely relationship with Himself. He is bringing them back to His own thoughts; it is the only thing to do in a day of departure. And that is the only thing to do now. 

    Think of the wonderful service that Christ has been rendering to the assembly for two thousand years! In Ephesians 4 we are told how the ascended Christ has been given gifts. The service of Christ is carried on by that means (cf. Ephesians 5: 26). And viewed as sheep we are always the subjects of service. Sheep are never required to do anything but feed, are they? So John 10 is a wonderful chapter as showing the precious service of Christ as Shepherd of the sheep. 

    RemIt says of Jacobs service for Rachel that the years seemed as single days for the love that he bore her. 

    CACYes, that is just an expression of Jehovahs love to Israel and it is just an expression of Christs love to the assembly. I believe the Lord is serving us now in love, but He wants a wife. In a certain sense He is not satisfied with sheep, He wants a wife. Sheep cannot enter into His thoughts. 

    RemI am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, as the Father knows me and I know the Father (John 10: 14, 15). 

    CACIt is the knowledge of a kindred nature. Does that not underlie the thought of the wife? If we do not know the sheep relation, we shall not know the wife relation. At the present time the church has miserably failed to occupy the position of wife. 

    It is a wonderful picture here. First the exercise of supplanting the elder, then energy to seek God with intensity of exercise. When J.B.S. was once asked a question, he answered, Did you ever spend a night in prayer about it? That pulls us up. When we think of how wonderful it is to know Him, are we content to show that we never have the energy to seek Him? Then we are qualified to enter into this thought of service, which has in view the securing of the wife. That is, all the service Christ is rendering now has in view the thought of a wife. How there are the great principles of blessing. There is remarkable instruction in it. It is the line that leads to the knowledge of God and the securing of a wife. It must all proceed on this line. It is good for us if we take it in. 
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    LIFE BY THE SPIRIT IN THE BELIEVER (JT 21)

    Romans 8:10; Hosea 12:3 - 5; Hosea 14:8; Psalm 52: 8

    I have it before me to speak about life from the standpoint of the passage in Romans 8, which contemplates it in the believer as having the Spirit. It says, The Spirit is life on account of righteousness. From that point of view I wish to present it as an energetic force in the believer, and to say that all energy in us that is acceptable to God must issue from the Spirit. 

    Life is, as most of us know, also presented in Scripture as an objective idea  something set before us to be entered into. But the passage I have read contemplates it in its subjective potentiality, and I have in mind to refer for a moment to Jacob, as illustrative of it from this point of view. He is indeed a type of most of us, even before we receive the Spirit; or, as having received Him, before we understand how to make room for Him as power  divinely given power  in our souls. As born again a man has certain instincts that are spiritual, as it is said, That which is born of the Spirit is spirit, John 3:6. It may show itself negatively, but it is there. It marks the man off as distinct from the mere natural man. There is that in him which is designated by the Lords own word as spirit, and I take Jacob to illustrate the instinct peculiar to it, although perhaps uncontrolled and unintelligible in him; nevertheless, they are expressed: He took his brother by the heel, Hosea 12:3. There was a struggle, indeed, between them before their birth  a remarkable thing; and I have no doubt that it has its counterpart in any young ones who have just received being by the power of God. 

    There is a distinct instinct in the soul that the natural man must be supplanted, and so Jacob received his name as the supplanter. For the natural comes first in historical order, as Esau did, and afterwards that which is spiritual. 1 Corinthians 15:46. Jacob represented the spiritual, as yet unintelligible in him, but nevertheless in such wise as to supplant, in principle, the natural. His subsequent relations with Esau, as most of us know, were not marked by spiritual rectitude; nevertheless he was true to his instincts. 

    I speak to the young ones here who may be troubled, and I would say there is great encouragement in taking notice of your instincts. There may be much that you regret  that causes you pain, and others as well; still the entry of your way, to use a scriptural expression (Proverbs) is marked by spiritual instincts that have a distinct bearing Godward. Jacob kept steadily to these instincts, and so the prophet draws attention to the fact that first of all he took hold of his brother by the heel. His next great energy, which brought him on to the ground of the Spirit, was that he wrestled with God. It says, He had power with God, Hosea 12:3. He had power over the angel, and prevailed, Hosea 12:4. 

    Now, I wish especially to address young believers here. I wish to encourage you by pointing out that whatever you may experience to distress you, you must take account of the spiritual instincts that mark one born again. These are born, not of nature; they are of the Spirit. But what I would especially call attention to is that Jacob wrestled with God. We must not be content with a mixed condition in our souls, which is likely to lead to such deceit as marked Jacob in his displacement of his brother. The Spirit of God in Hosea passes over a long period, of Jacobs life, and then says, he wrestled with God. Many of us, doubtless, have spent that long period, or even longer, in a state of spiritual uncertainty. 

    Yet those who have observed us have been assured that we have been born again because of our spiritual inclinations. You love the society of the people of God; you love the Scriptures; you revere the name of Jesus; you resent any insult to Him. Nevertheless, your spiritual experience is a mixed one. It may be, like Jacob, that you turn aside into the world, but God never withdraws His eye from one born again. The work that He begins He finishes. And so the Spirit here passes over a long chequered experience, and notes the wrestling with God. 

    You know, dear brethren, the great difficulty with many of us is the want of energy. The gospel presents to us clearly what is available. Think of what has been brought within our range in the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in His death! The gospel brings to our attention what is thus available. Everything is presented to a believer as available to him in Christ. Every blessing that God has for man is available, and particularly life, for that is what is most urgent after forgiveness. Hence God promised it, and commanded it. He promised it in view of mans need, and desire to have it. He commanded it, because the exigencies of His nature required that man should live before Him. 

    Thus it is presented as available, and hence the next thing is energy. It says, Jacob wrestled with God. He had heard that Esau was coming with four hundred men. He was distressed in soul. He divided his belongings into troops, and sent them on. But all the time the nightmare of an army of four hundred men, commanded by an outraged brother, was in his mind, and he was left alone, and the angel wrestled with him. God begins the transaction, but Jacob says, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me, Genesis 32: 26. 

    I would urge upon you young people here, if you have not settled peace with God, and a sense of the love of God in your heart by the Spirit, to become in earnest about it. What is needed is energy  energy of soul  energy with God. He wrestled with God, and he prevailed. He got the blessing. It says further  He wept, and made supplication unto him. Many are indifferent to the marvellous things that are brought within our range in Christ. But Jacob wept, and made supplication unto him. 

    May I press this home? What do we know of this kind of energy? Many of us, doubtless, have put much energy into our business, and we have been successful; but here is that which is abiding  the true riches; that which is said to be really life. Paul says to Timothy, Lay hold on eternal life (1 Timothy 6:19), and I refer to this for the principle I am speaking of. What about this energy? You may be assured that such energy as this will bring results. It is not that things are to be laboured for, but God virtually says, This is worth your while; go in for it. I have brought it within your range, and it is urgent that you go in for it. 

    Jacob went in for it. He wept, it says, and made supplication. And then it goes on to say, He found him in Bethel. You see where this energy ends. God found him in Bethel. It is a synopsis of the history of Jacob, and, I believe, of the history of every believer who has reached the house of God. We must not settle down in our spiritual energy until God finds us in His house. You see in Matthew 22:11, it says, The king came in to see the guests. How delightful to have such a survey by the blessed God. He came in to see the guests. One would have serious regrets if one were absent on such an occasion, but then it is not only that you are a guest. How are you there? He found one, we are told, who had not on a wedding garment. It says, God found Jacob in Bethel. How did He find him in Bethel? When Jacob reached Bethel he lay on a stone pillow, and a ladder extended from the heavens down to him. 

    A youth on the way to Syria, he lighted on a certain place, and lay down to sleep with a stone for his pillow. The ladder came down, and Jehovah was at the top of the ladder. He finds Jacob in Bethel, but in what state of soul? Jacob belonged to Bethel as much in Genesis 28 as in Genesis 35. But how different the state of the soul in the latter! God found him there, and He said, virtually, to Jacob, I am delighted to see you here. I have the deepest interest in you here. I am going to do wonderful things for you. The land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, Genesis 28: 3. 

    Oh, believer, think of the interest of God in your soul. He found him in Bethel, and poor Jacob awakes, and he says, How dreadful is this place; this is none other but the house of God, Genesis 28:17. Jacob had divine instincts, but they were very mixed. They were connected with natural feelings, but they were truly divine, for he was able to discern the house of God. But as yet he had not wrestled with God. 

    After twenty years of sojourn in Syria, he returns. He is on his way back, and God meets him, and He wrestles with him; and the wrestling proceeds. I have no doubt, dear brethren, that God shows us how to do everything, even if it be to wrestle. If it be to pray, it says of the Lord, He was praying in a certain place, and one of His disciples said, Lord, teach us to pray, Luke 11:1 and He taught them. He taught Jacob to wrestle, and Jacob prevailed. When God finds him in Bethel the second time, he has reached there in the power of the Spirit, typically. He had, in principle, received the Spirit. He is constituted a prince; meaning that he had power with God. And I say to you, young brother, young sister, it is within your range through energy of soul to reach that point. What we need is energy. So it says, He found him in Bethel. 

    If you look at Genesis 38, at your leisure, you will observe that the record leads us to Jacob returning there and rearing up the altar and naming it the God of Bethel  the house of God. Then the Spirit of God takes up the history from the divine side. It says that God blessed Jacob after he returned from Syria, and that God came down and talked with him in Bethel. I wish you to think of the difference between Jehovah on the top of the ladder, on the first occasion of his finding Jacob in Bethel, and to think of Him as coming down and standing beside Jacob, and communing with him on the second visit. We need to understand how God found him the second time. He found him in Bethel, and there he spoke with us, even the Lord God of hosts, Hosea 12:4,5. 

    God speaks to us in His house. Some of us here know a little about this. We know something about coming together in the light of the house of God, and hearing God speak to us as thus together. The place seems to become hallowed, as we hear the divine accents. It says of Jacob, God went up from him in the place where he talked with him, Genesis 35:13. The very ground was hallowed by the divine feet, and Jacob sets up a pillar and pours a drink offering upon it. He is now conscious of what he is for Gods pleasure. 

    These mixed feelings, although they contain pure gold, which God knows how to distinguish, nevertheless are not feelings that afford pleasure to God. God looks for the unalloyed gold. Take away the dross, it says, and there cometh forth a vessel for the refiner, Proverbs 25: 4. The dross has to go, and it goes as we understand the Spirit received from God as life in us. The Spirit is life. The body is dead on account of sin. The body is here representative of all my natural energies; it is dead, and the Holy Spirit is the source of all my energies and affections; thus I am pleasurable to God. 

    Well, now, I want to show you how this life, as in the house of God, is marked by greenness, and so I refer to the last chapter of Hosea, which says, I am like a green fir tree. Now, I take that to represent the energy of life in our coming into contact with what is adverse. Many of us seem to shine among the people of God where there is no opposition; but how is it when the cold north (or, in this latitude, south) blast blows? The fir retains its greenness notwithstanding the bitter north wind. It is an evergreen. I ask myself, Am I always green; not only when I meet a brother on the street, or enter into his house, or attend the meetings, but when I come in contact with the wicked opposition of this world, do I retain the evidence of spiritual energy  energy that lies in the Spirit of God? 

    The Spirit is life. My natural propensities are held in check by the power of the Spirit; thus the green is seen. I retain the evidence of the Spirit of Christ, and am enabled to suffer evil along with the glad tidings, 2 Timothy 1:8. I stand out in the energy of spiritual life in all weathers. That is what the fir is. We all know how pleasing the green is to the eye, and so God looks for evergreens. He has given us the means whereby there should be perpetual greenness in our walk and ways in this world. 

    But in the house of God it is not the fir, but the olive. The Psalmist says, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God, Psalm 52:8. The olive refers to the Spirit as upon the believer; not only the energy of life within, but the dignity that I acquire in the house of God as in the presence of God. Let us understand, dear brethren, that the house of God is a dignified place. It is a place of princes, as I said. When God found Jacob there the second time. He says in effect, Jacob, you are a prince. He did not say that the first time, for he was far otherwise. The wrestling had come in between, and God greets him. He says, Thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name, Genesis 35: 10. That is written for our learning, that we should understand that if we are in the house of God we are to be there in dignity suitable to the place. 

    Who is over the house of God? The Son. It does not say Jesus; it is the Son. The Son of God is over the house, and it is composed of His companions. Think of what is opened up to us that we should be in the house of God as companions of the Son! But how? As green olive trees. One who is rightly in the house of God will honour God and man, Judges 9: 9. That is what the olive does. No one who is in the house of God as a green olive tree seeks to be prominent among his brethren. He has no natural ambition. He aspires not to be pre-eminent. He is not such as would cast others out of the assembly; one who loves the pre-eminence. No, beloved. One in the house of God as a green olive tree honours God and he honours man. When the proposal is made to the olive to become king over the trees, it says, No; my function is to honour God and man. It knew that its function was greater than ruling over the trees. 

    If I am in the house of God as a green olive tree, I consider for God. I think of what is suitable to God in His house. I think of Gods honour, not my own. And besides that, I honour man; I have respect for all that are in the house. The Holy Spirit, as in us, enables us to disallow all natural ambition, and think for God, and think for the brethren. What a blessed place the house of God is; as full of olive trees; typical, as I said, of men and women who think only for God, and who love God, and who love their brethren. I know that I have passed from death unto life because I love the brethren. I have the evidence of it, and I am not going to leave that. 

    It is a blessed function to be occupied with God  loving the brethren. So, with the Psalmist, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. In the fir, there is evidence of life in all weathers; but in the olive tree we have that which dignifies and beautifies the saints inside. Where we come under Gods eye, and under the eye of our brethren, we appear in our dignity. We are not in the house of God as poor miserable sinners. We are in the house of God like the olive, in the energy of life, or we are not in it aright; and in that life we honour God and we honour man. 
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    LIFE (JT 23)

    John 3:1 - 17; John 4:7 - 14; Hosea 12:3-6; Hosea 12:12,13

    JTIt occurred to me that a consideration of life in its initial features in these chapters would be profitable, and the passage in Hosea serves to illustrate how life develops in the believer. Jacob may be regarded as a type of the Lord Jesus in certain respects, but in others he is a type of the believer, and I think he serves as a type of a believer from the time that a believer is born again, because we see him acting at his birth in the way of supplanting the man born after the flesh. His action in supplanting Esau at that early stage in his history I think corresponds with the initial movements and instincts of one born again  merely born again. Then later he wrestles with God, and has power, as it is said, over the angel. He wrestled with God. In his strength he wrestled with God. It does not say that in his strength he took hold of his brother by the heel, but when he wrestled with God he had strength. The instinctive sensibilities of one born again, are to displace what is born after the flesh. 

    WJYThat is what comes out in John 3. 

    JTI think it corresponds with John 3. There is a clear distinction or line of demarcation made between that which is born of the flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit. They are not to be mixed. What is born of the Spirit is necessarily stronger. At the outset it may be a very little, but it is there. 

    RemWould you say one born of the Spirit had life? 

    JTNo, I should not say he had life in a scriptural sense. That which is born of the Spirit is spirit; it does not say it is life. It is of that character. There is the foundation laid in the soul of what John intends to develop. He intends to develop in us what corresponds with God. 

    RemThere is a difference between being born of the Spirit and being sealed with the Spirit? 

    JTA very great difference. The latter is after we believe the gospel. Jacob did not get the Spirit typically until he wrestled with God. Then he had his name changed. 

    RemFurther on, in John 3, John the baptist says, He must increase, but I must decrease. Would you say he had learnt something more of the necessity for the flesh to be displaced? 

    JTYes. It is a great thing to see that Johns point of view here is taken up in relation to God. John has what is for God before him. He presents the Son of God, and the Son of God is concerned about what is for God, so that the foundation laid in our souls has God in view. Not simply our blessing. It should be for God. God is a Spirit, and hence the initial work is spirit. That is the name Scripture gives it. Being spirit, it has instincts, and these instincts work out in the displacement of the flesh. 

    WJYSo that there is nothing for Him until He moves. 

    JTThat is right. It is the sovereign act of God. He is acting with Himself in view. 

    HWNew birth is Gods sovereign work, but the further development of things in the soul is dependent on the exercises of the believer. 

    JTThat is why I thought Jacob would help us, especially the young people. The Old Testament is of such value because it affords illustrations of what we get in the New, so that we have in Jacob the exercise at this very early age. He is already concerned about the displacement of Esau. Jacobs name signified a supplanter. That is what being born of the Spirit will result in. 

    HWEvery believer ought to be a supplanter? 

    JTThat is the way it begins. It becomes more and more definite and pronounced when there is the displacement of what is born after the flesh, so that any person can tell in himself from this point of view whether he be born again or not. If he is born again, he will have something corresponding with Jacob, because it is presented here as the evidence of spiritual energy. 

    WJYYou mean he would be conscious of something within himself that moved Godwards? 

    JTThat is quite so. It may be only in a very little way, as that you have an interest in the company of the Lords people, or in reading the Scriptures, or abstaining from earthly things. It may be very little, but a very little will show. 

    HWYou do not think of that exactly as life? 

    JTNo, because it is very mixed, and very spasmodic, until you get the Spirit. The Spirit coming into a believer sets everything in order, and, as the fourth chapter of John says, it is a well, it is a constant spring, and it springs up. That is the idea of what prevails. The power of the spring is well known. It may take time, but it works its way, so that there is something definite and pure for God. It springs up into everlasting life. 

    WWThere is a distinction between being born again, and being born of the Spirit? 

    JTBeing born again is that the first birth does not count. It is not of any value. The explanation that the Lord gives of the second makes it more definite. That which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Then one is born of water, which is a suggestion of purification. Being born of God is a fuller thing. It involves having the Spirit. 

    HWWhat is the thought lying behind new birth? Is it that you begin afresh, that God has completely set aside the old, and has taken up a new line? 

    JTYes! God acts sovereignly! The flesh has proved itself untrustworthy, as the previous chapter states. Many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did but Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man. There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus (chapters 2:23 - 25, 3:1). He is distinct from among all others. The fact that he comes to the Lord shows that God is working in him. God has to work sovereignly now. It reminds me of the chaotic conditions which existed in the first chapter of Genesis. The Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the deep. That is, He was waiting to operate. The Spirit is operating now. 

    WJYI have sometimes thought that the book of Job illustrates the truth of the third chapter of John. He had to learn that in man naturally, and in all that was said of himself, there was nothing for God. He had to reach that in his soul, and then there is a new beginning for him. 

    JTJust so. God loves to see you develop in a spiritual way, and see that there are great things with Him. The gospel brings to light the great things there are with God. These great things are not going begging  they are offered to all, but God maintains them in their dignity according to their worth. Hence they are available to those who value them. The actual reception of things for God is by those who value them. 

    RemIs new birth a need created in the soul which can only be met by God? 

    JTYes, so that in Genesis 1 the first thing God says is, Let there be light. The soul needs light, and the light brings out what is made available in Christ. 

    RemUnless you are born anew you cannot see the kingdom of God. 

    JTIt gives you power to see what God is presenting in the gospel. The Spirit in this operation gives a certain moral power in the soul. Water is cleansing  moral cleansing. The two things go together  moral power and moral cleansing. These do not in themselves involve the possession of the Spirit, but in virtue of them you begin to see what great things there are. The gospel discloses what great things God has got for man. Hence you go in for them. That is what Jacob symbolises. In his strength he wrestled with God. I take that to be moral strength. He had gone through much in his soul. He had been to Syria, and had had a great deal of adverse experience, or experience with adverse things, but through all that, he acquired moral power. 

    HWDo you suggest that, in connection with the soul entering into enjoyment of eternal life? 

    JTI think so, but first it is the Spirit. The fourth chapter comes in as the counterpart of the third chapter. The third is from the divine side, and the fourth is the gift. It is still from the divine side, but it is something which is to be in you. 

    CSSYou would say there is a difference between desiring and wrestling? 

    JTYes, I would. Many have the desire for things, but they do not go in definitely for them. God loves you to go in for things definitely. 

    CSSThe slothful man desireth and hath not. 

    JTJust so. 

    RemWould you say the Syro-Phoenician woman was wrestling? 

    JTYes, in a way. She was wrestling for her daughter. Jacob is wrestling definitely for something for himself. He says, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me (Genesis 32:26), and I doubt whether any of us progress until we arrive at that stage, where we definitely turn to God for blessing. We have to distinguish between that which is inherited and that which we get. As born again we are born into inheritance. Inherited things will not suffice. There is a definite blessing, and we must go in for it. Jacob secured the inheritance for a mess of meal, but after that there was the blessing that he wanted from his father Isaac. Many are content with the inheritance. I mean what we have inherited through our predecessors, but in addition to that, there is the blessing that Jacob got through his subtlety. He got it definitely, and took it away from Esau. Jacob valued the blessing. 

    QuesWould that illustrate eternal life? 

    JTYes. Eternal life is definitely the blessing of God. One has to get it. Jacob shows you how you get it. He wrestled with God. I am referring now to Genesis 32. The blessing is spoken of in Genesis 32. 

    WCWould you say a man who is born again is responsible to answer to the light? 

    JTQuite. He is prepared now to listen to the gospel, and then he wants to enter into the kingdom. There is more than the kingdom. There is a definite blessing that one gets by turning to God himself. 

    HWIn John 4 the woman was told to ask. Ask of me. 

    JTThat is the line. The Lord unfolds that there is the gift. 

    WMLay hold of eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12). Would that apply to what you are saying? 

    JTThat is a further thought, but it is all on the same line of energy. 

    CSSI think it was seen in the case of Timothy. Timothy was a young man. 

    JTYes. 

    WJYI notice in the third chapter of John, that the thought of eternal life, as linked with the journeyings of the children of Israel, was not connected with other than the brazen serpent. That would indicate they had travelled a good way before they really entered into that. 

    JTThat is helpful. It is in the mind of God for us at the outset, but it is brought in in the types when you are prepared for it. 

    WJYI suppose at that stage the springing well would indicate that they came under the influence of the Spirit leading them. 

    JTThat is very helpful. Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it (Numbers 21:17). The great form of weakness among the people of God is on this line. We are not energetic enough. Seeing the wonderful things God has for us, we are not energetic enough in going in for them. Some do, thank God, and through their energy the saints get things, but getting things from others is not getting them yourself, so that Jacob illustrates the believer as going in definitely from the very outset for what is available. First he supplants the man born of the flesh, and then he gets the inheritance. He goes in for that, and then he gets his blessing, so that the man born after the flesh is shut out automatically by the energy of soul of the believer. 

    CSSHave we not had a false impression in relation to Jacob as a supplanter, taking it up in a human way, and not seeing the divine import? 

    JTI do not think he took it up in a human way when he was born. It may be said, as to the way he took away the blessing from Esau, that it was discreditable to Jacob, although he valued what he got; but, at the outset, when he took his brother by the heel, you cannot say it was the action of mature will. It was instinct. It represents more for us than for him. It was miraculous that a babe of that age should do that. Even before he was born there was energy. It refers to one that is born again, and he has these instincts and these energies. He perhaps could not tell you why, for a babe cannot tell you why, but a babe has instincts and acts on those instincts, and we gather from what he does that he is born of God. 

    WCWhen Jacobs thigh was put out, what do we learn from that? 

    JTHe was crippled after the flesh. Having the Holy Spirit you are not to allow for the flesh. 

    WJYThe instinct Jacob had corresponded with the thought of God. Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated (Romans 9:13). 

    JTThat brings out what was in his mind. From the very outset, what is born of the Spirit corresponds with God. It may be very mixed, but still it is there; so that, if a young person finds himself happily with the people of God, that is not the flesh. It is something else. 

    LBBI suppose one born of the Spirit values that which is of God? 

    JTThese instincts are developed. When you come to wrestling with God, it says, In his strength he wrestled with God. There you have moral power in his soul, meaning that there has been exercise going on. There has been progress in a moral way, not as possessing the Spirit, but in judging ones self and judging the world. You turn to God definitely now. You want power; you have not got enough. 

    HWIs the Spirit given in answer to asking? 

    JTAccording to chapter 4 it is. Of course it is the gift of God. In the case of Cornelius, the Holy Spirit was given while Peter preached. God knew what He was doing, and the state of soul they were in, and He gave them the Spirit accordingly. 

    QuesWould you say the work was first operative in Jacob when he had the vision of the ladder going from earth to heaven? 

    JTThe work of God was in Jacob from the very beginning. He was a plain man. Esau was a man of the field. A mark of a Christian is that he is not a man of the field, that is of the world. Jacob was a plain man who lived in tents. Abraham dwelt in tents. That brings in the thought of parents  older ones  living with younger ones. Jacob obeyed his father and mother, but then you see another thing in Genesis 27. Isaac smells him, and says, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed. That is another thing. The Christian has a fruitful smell, a smell of a field which the Lord has blessed. There you see the potentiality of a Christian. The field is to be cultivated. It may yield this crop, or that crop, but the fruitfulness is there. The potentiality of the field is indicated in Isaacs remark. You look at a young Christian, and you say, What potentialities! All these possibilities are contingent on ones laying hold of the thing, laying hold of the mind of God, and going in for it. Isaac asks that corn and wine might sustain him. God not only conveys His mind to you, but he sustains you in the pathway. 

    RemThe Lord says, As the living Father has sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me (John 6:57). Is not that the means of being sustained? 

    JTQuite. The sixth chapter of John is the food. The third is the mind of God, the fourth the Spirit, the fifth the work and power of Christ. The sixth chapter is the food, sustenance. The seventh is the Spirit going out. You are built up now for the testimony. You are standing on your feet and sustained, and the Holy Spirit comes down for the sake of the testimony. It is a question now of being energetic. 

    CSSWhat is the thought of prevailing with the angel? 

    JTFirst it says, In his strength he wrestled with God. Yea, he wrestled with the Angel, and prevailed. In the prophets mind, God was there, 

    but He was there, representatively, in the angel. It was a man, according to the book of Genesis. It says there that a man wrestled with him. 

    CSSHe stood the test. 

    JTIt is very remarkable that he was allowed to prevail. I think God encouraged him to overcome. It suggests, I think, how God encourages a young Christian as he attempts to pray and turn to God about things. 

    CSSWould you say he is one that is especially loved? I mean the overcomer, in the language of the prophet: Jacob have I loved. 

    JTThat is right. We have little idea how delightful it is to God as we insist on getting things from Him. 

    WJYDo you think if we allowed these spiritual instincts to prevail within us that development would be much more rapid than it really is? 

    JTI think so. The meetings are relied upon almost entirely, and the home, and what is obtained in the home readings and family worship, whereas these scriptures show that each individual believer has to turn to God himself if he is to come into things definitely. He has to follow the line of Jacob in wrestling with God. 

    RemWe get the way in which he prevailed, He wept and made supplication. 

    JTThat is a condition. We do not get that in Genesis, showing that there is more than is recorded in Genesis. And then it says that God found him in Bethel. God found him. That is, your wrestling and energies and supplication and weeping bring you under the notice of God in a special way, and in no less a place than in His house. You really find yourself in the house on this line. It is a reference to Genesis 35. 

    WJYI think that question of personal and private exercise is a very searching one today, with such busy lives as most people lead. We are very apt to depend on the meetings for everything. 

    JTAnd then we enjoy the written ministry. All these things are provided for us, but they are only really helpful as we have individual intercourse with God, and go in for things definitely. 

    LBBThey are not much use to us unless there is the wrestling? 

    JTIt is wrestling that makes you a prince, because you come into the nobility that way. That is how we come to belong to the nobility. God alone can ennoble man, but He does not ennoble you formally until you are equal to it spiritually; that is, you are great enough to belong to the peerage. God changed his name. Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed (Genesis 32:28). 

    WWWhat would you say is implied in the blessing of Esau in Genesis 27? 

    JTThat is concerning things to come. It would refer to the place that the nations will be in, subordinate to Israel in the future. It is referred to in Hebrews 11:20. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. It brings out the richness of Christ in blessing. Even Esau is blessed. 

    WMIs there any help for us here in the first chapter of Ephesians, After that ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise? The people of God spoken of there, had in a kind of a way believed; but when there was a whole-hearted committal to God, and a resting upon what God had said, there was the sealing of the Holy Spirit. 

    JTThat is so. It comes in in the order of one, two, three. After that ye believed. One would say, How long after? So long as you have that before you, I think it is right. Really it reads, In whom also, having believed, but the tense would show that it is in the order of believing, and then receiving. As a matter of fact, historically, the Ephesian Christians had believed in Johns ministry. They believed on Christ, but through imperfect teaching; Paul preached the gospel to them, but even then they did not get the Spirit. They got it by the laying on of his hands. We have to notice these things, because we have to leave it to God as to when He gives the Spirit. We must not make Him act automatically. It is His sovereign gift. In the Acts we have instances of that. The Samaritans did not get the Spirit until Peter and John came down. Cornelius got the Spirit while Peter was preaching. Those at Ephesus got the Spirit after they were baptised, and Paul laid his hands on them. But the gift is given to all those who obey Christ. 

    HWThat puts a great responsibility on the gospel preacher, to bring the mind of God before people, and produce desire, so that people ask. 

    JTQuite. You want to make Christ attractive to souls, so that they go in for what Christ has got for them. 

    WJYWhere do you put the fourth chapter of John, in connection with Jacob? 

    JTI think it would be in Genesis 32 where he wrestles. He gets the blessing there definitely. 

    WJYThat is what he gets after he wrestles. Does not John convey the thought not only of something within us, but a link with what is of God without us? We are brought into an environment of blessing. The woman had had an environment that did not satisfy her, but God provides an environment that will perfectly satisfy her. 

    JTThat is very good, so that the power in the soul springs up into that. 

    HWWhat is the sun rising upon him when he went over the brook? 

    JTHe is now in the unqualified favour of God. The sun is a symbol of divine favour. Think of what it is to the Christian. What would the Christian be without it? 

    QuesWhy was it that the One who wrestled with Jacob declined to tell him His name? 

    JTBecause He wanted to tell him His name where it could be enhanced. He reserved that for Bethel. The disclosure of His name is in His house. In Bethel He reveals His name to Jacob, because He had come right down to where he was. We read of his feet resting in a certain place, so that Jacob was entirely to Gods satisfaction. In chapter 35 He comes right down to Jacob where he is. He is in His house, there by him. 

    QuesIs it that after the wrestling the desire to know God was produced in Jacob? 

    JTI think so. Certain things happened afterwards that were very discreditable, but nevertheless God would have him come to Bethel, and dwell there. You will find two histories of the event in chapter 35. One is the historic account from previous records. The other is on the divine side. In chapter 35:1 we read And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. In verse 9, God appeared to Jacob again  an additional record. There God gives him his name. Thy name is Jacob; thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. And God said unto him, I am God almighty (verses 10,11). And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel (verse 15). That is a divine record of what God did. It includes really all that happened in chapter 32, but it is all brought in here as belonging to Bethel. 

    QuesWhy did he call it a dreadful place? 

    JTBecause he was not equal to it, like numbers of believers at the present time. They are not equal to the place. 

    QuesWould you say he was not converted? 

    JTI think he was converted, he had light in his soul. He was in obedience to his father and his mother, but he was not fit for the house. 

    Ques. Was he saved? 

    JTNot in the sense of being saved from the world, because he was going to Syria and he remained there for twenty years. He was not saved from that. 

    HWHe had not found God yet? 

    JTGod found him at Bethel. 

    HWI think we find God when we get there in our souls. 

    JTThat is quite true, but the reading of this passage is, He wept, and made supplication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us; even the Lord God of hosts. I think it is God who found Jacob in Bethel. 

    QuesWhat would you say about the twenty years after? 

    JTIt is like many of us after we get light, we go in for natural things, and leave an accumulation to our families, but God never gives us up, never! He will come round and order things in His government which will force us to move, and what we find is, that when Joseph was born, Jacob feels that he must move and get out of the place. Christ came into his considerations typically. 

    WMIt was the great plight Jacob was in that led to this exercise. 

    JTYes, but God had ordered the circumstances because all the wives and children and cattle had gone over the brook. He was alone. It was definitely arranged. It brings out the importance of having to do with God personally. 

    QuesIs it affection for the Lord Jesus which enables us to prevail? 

    JTI think so. You get to appreciate what He has secured and you go in for it. 

    QuesAs a prince he gets before God. 

    JTYes, he belongs to the nobility. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much (James 5:16). He goes to God about things, and God answers him. And then you have power with men. If you are praying for a brother, you are sure to get power with him. 

    CSSIt is not only fervent, but effectual. 

    RemI suppose believers have to overcome the world before they come into the enjoyment of eternal life. 

    JTThese chapters show that eternal life is the gift of His love, and the Spirit is the gift of God. God gave His Son in order that we might have eternal life, and gives His Spirit to us in order that we might enjoy it. You want the knowledge of God. As was pointed out, and it is most important, the woman had had to do with an order of things, and she thirsted again, but now she is to be brought into another order of things, and the well in her would lead her to it effectively. The well springs up into everlasting life. You are in that way delivered from the world of sin by the Spirit in you. 

    QuesIs not the key to the position, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink? 

    JTIf you only knew, the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink  the light of that would encourage you to ask Him, and He would give you living water. 

    QuesWould you say eternal life is where Christ lives? 

    JTIt is a sphere and order of things in contrast with what you have here. She had drunk of the springs of this world, and she thirsted again. But now she had come into an order of things where there was satisfaction. That is a wonderful presentation of the truth, and yet most practical, because the provision of the Spirit lets you into it. Jacob illustrates it by his energy. She left her water pot. She saw the thing was to be in herself. 

    QuesIf He is the eternal life, we have to reach Him before we can enjoy it? That is, the other side of death. 

    JTQuite so. The question of burying is most important, because the flesh has no part in this at all. The thought of baptism comes in in the third chapter, and in the fourth, and there is no doubt that it has a meaning, because of the spiritual structure that is being built up in you. 

    LBBWould the well of water springing up be the outcome of wrestling? 

    JTI think so. I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. It is remarkable that in Romans 6 we have baptism, and in chapter 5:21 grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life. Chapter 5 is administration. Life is administered. It comes through our Lord Jesus Christ through righteousness. Grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life. Chapter 6 begins with our being baptised. So many of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were baptised into his death. As Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life (verses 3,4). It is a new thing entirely. The old is buried. The chapter goes on to the wages of sin is death. It is through Him in the fifth chapter, but it is in Him, as to position, in the sixth chapter. It is an act of favour of God, the gift of God  eternal life in Christ Jesus (verse 23). 

    HWWould you say God brings the believer into divine things before he understands the terms of the things? 

    JTNo doubt. You understand the things by having them. You must have them before you can understand them. 

    RemIf it is the result of energy, we will value what is hard, and not easy to get. 

    JTIt is those that come into it in this way that value it. If you simply accept it as an inheritance you will not value it in the same way. Of course the inheritance is to be valued, because it is on the divine side; but you have to get the individual blessing before you enter into the thing. It is remarkable in the book of Genesis how much of that there is; how the patriarchs were kept waiting for things. Hence Abraham had to wait for a son, and Isaac had to wait for a son, and Jacob had to go into Syria for a wife. They had to go after things, and thus show that they valued them. 
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    THE SPIRIT LIFE ON ACCOUNT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (JT 36)

    Romans 8: 10; Hosea 12: 3 - 5; Hosea 14: 8; Psalm 53: 8

    I have it before me to speak about life from the standpoint of the passage in Romans 8 which contemplates it in the believer as having the Spirit. It says, the Spirit life on account of righteousness Romans 8: 10. From that point of view I wish to present it as an energetic force in the believer, and to say that all energy in us that is acceptable to God must issue from the Spirit. 

    Life is, as most of us know, also presented in Scripture as an objective idea  something set before us to be entered into. But the passage I have read contemplates it in its subjective potentiality, and I have in mind to refer for a moment to Jacob as illustrative of it from this point of view. He is indeed a type of most of us, even before we receive the Spirit; or, as having received Him, before we understand how to make room for Him as power  divinely given power  in our souls. As born again a man has certain instincts that are spiritual as it is said, that which is born of the Spirit is spirit (John 3: 6). It may show itself negatively, but it is there. It marks the man off as distinct from the mere natural man. There is that in him which is designated by the Lords own word as spirit, and I take Jacob to illustrate the instincts peculiar to it; although perhaps uncontrolled and unintelligible in him, nevertheless, they are expressed: He took his brother by the heel (Hosea 12: 3). There was a struggle indeed between them before their birth  a remarkable thing; and I have no doubt that it has its counterpart in any young ones who have just received being by the power of God. 

    There is a distinct instinct in the soul that the natural man must be supplanted, and so Jacob received his name as the supplanter. For the natural comes first in historical order, as Esau did, and afterward that which is spiritual 1 Corinthians 15: 46. Jacob represented the spiritual, as yet unintelligible in him, but nevertheless in such wise as to supplant, in principle, the natural. His subsequent relations with Esau, as most of us know, were not marked by spiritual rectitude; nevertheless he was true to his instincts. 

    I speak to the young ones here who may be troubled and I would say there is great encouragement in taking notice of your instincts. There may be much that you regret  that causes you pain and others as well, still the entry of your way, to use a scriptural expression (Proverbs), is marked by spiritual instincts that have a distinct bearing Godward. Jacob kept steadily to these instincts, and so the prophet draws attention to the fact that first of all he took hold of his brother by the heel. His next great energy, which brought him on to the ground of the Spirit, was that he wrestled with God. It says, in his strength he wrestled with God. Yea, he wrestled with the Angel, and prevailed (Hosea 12: 3, 4, New Translation). 

    Now I wish especially to address young believers here. I wish to encourage you by pointing out that whatever you may experience to distress you, you must take account of the spiritual instincts that mark one born again. These are born, not of nature; they are of the Spirit. But what I would especially call attention to is that Jacob wrestled with God. We must not be content with a mixed condition in our souls, which is likely to lead to such deceit as marked Jacob in his displacement of his brother. The Spirit of God in Hosea passes over a long period of Jacobs life, and then says, he wrestled with God Hosea 12: 3. Many of us, doubtless, have spent that long period, or even longer, in a state of spiritual uncertainty. Yet those who have observed us have been assured that we have been born again because of our spiritual inclinations. You love the society of the people of God; you love the Scriptures, you revere the name of Jesus; you resent any insult to Him. Nevertheless, your spiritual experience is a mixed one. It may be, like Jacob, that you turn aside into the world, but God never withdraws His eye from one born again. The work that He begins He finishes. And so the Spirit here passes over a long chequered experience, and notes the wrestling with God. 

    You know, dear brethren, the great difficulty with many of us is the want of energy. The gospel presents to us clearly what is available. Think of what has been brought within our range in the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in His death The gospel brings to our attention what is thus available. Everything is presented to a believer as available to him in Christ. Every blessing that God has for man is available, and particularly life, for that is what is most urgent after forgiveness. Hence God promised it, and commanded it. He promised it in view of mans need, and desire to have it. He commanded it, because the exigencies of His nature required that man should live before Him. 

    Thus it is presented as available, and hence the next thing is energy. It says, Jacob wrestled with God. He had heard that Esau was coming with four hundred men. He was distressed in soul. He divided his belongings into troops, and sent them on. But all the time the nightmare of an army of four hundred men, commanded by an outraged brother, was in his mind, and he was left alone, and the angel wrestled with him. God begins the transaction, but Jacob says I will not let thee go except thou bless me (Genesis 32: 26). 

    I would urge upon you young people here, if you have not settled peace with God, and a sense of the love of God in your heart by the Spirit, to become in earnest about it. What is needed is energy  energy of soul  energy with God. He wrestled with God, and he prevailed. He got the blessing. It says further, he wept, and made supplication unto him Hosea 12: 4. Many are indifferent to the marvellous things that are brought within our range in Christ. But Jacob wept, and made supplication unto Him. 

    May I press this home? What do we know of this kind of energy? Many of us, doubtless, have put much energy into our businesses, and we have been successful; but here is that which is abiding  the true riches, that which is said to be really life, Paul says to Timothy, Lay hold of eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12), and I refer to this for the principle I am speaking of. What about this energy? You may be assured that such energy as this will bring results. It is not that things are to be laboured for, but God virtually says This is worth your while, go in for it. I have brought it within your range, and it is urgent that you go in for it. 

    Jacob went in for it. He wept, it says, and made supplication Hosea 12: 4. And then it goes on to say, he found him in Bethel Hosea 12: 4. You see where this energy ends. God found him in Bethel. It is a synopsis of the spiritual history of Jacob, and, I believe, of the history of every believer who has reached the house of God. We must not settle down in our spiritual energy until God finds us in His house. You see in Matthew 22: 11, it says, The king came in to see the guests. How delightful to have such a survey by the blessed God. He came in to see the guests. One would have serious regrets if one were absent on such an occasion, but then it is not only that you are a guest. How are you there? He found one, we are told, who had not on a wedding garment. It says, God found Jacob in Bethel. How did he find him in Bethel? When Jacob reached Bethel he lay on a stone pillow, and a ladder extended from the heavens down to him. 

    A youth on the way to Syria, he lighted on a certain place, and lay down to sleep with a stone for his pillow. The ladder came down and Jehovah was at the top of the ladder. He finds Jacob in Bethel, but in what state of soul? Jacob belonged to Bethel as much in Genesis 28 as in Genesis 35. But how different the state of the soul in the latter! God found him there, and He said virtually to Jacob, I am delighted to see you here. I have the deepest interest in you here. I am going to do wonderful things for you. The land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it (Genesis 28: 13). 

    Oh, believer, think of the interest of God in your soul! He found him in Bethel, and poor Jacob awakes, and he says, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God (Genesis 28: 17). Jacob had divine instincts, but they were very mixed. They were connected with natural feelings, but they were truly divine for he was able to discern the house of God. But as yet he had not wrestled with God. 

    After twenty years of sojourn in Syria, he returns. He is on his way back, and God meets him, and He wrestles with him, and the wrestling proceeds. I have no doubt, dear brethren, that God shows us how to do everything, even if it be to wrestle. If it be to pray, it says of the Lord, He was praying in a certain place, and one of His disciples said, Lord, teach us to pray Luke 11: 1, and He taught them. He taught Jacob to wrestle, and Jacob prevailed. When God finds him in Bethel the second time he has reached there in the power of the Spirit, typically. He had, in principle, received the Spirit. He is constituted a prince; meaning that he had power with God. And I say to you, young brother, young sister, it is within your range through energy of soul to reach that point. What we need is energy, so it says, he found him in Bethel Hosea 12: 4. 

    If you look at Genesis 35 at your leisure you will observe that the record leads us to Jacob returning there, and rearing up the altar and naming it El-beth-el  God of the house of God. Then the Spirit of God takes up the history from the divine side. It says that God blessed Jacob and he returned from Syria, and that God came down and talked with him in Bethel. I wish you to think of the difference between Jehovah on the top of the ladder, on the first occasion of His finding Jacob in Bethel, and to think of Him as coming down and standing beside Jacob, and communing with him on the second visit. We need to understand how God found him the second time. He found him in Bethel, and there he spoke with us  even Jehovah, the God of hosts (Hosea 12: 4, 5). 

    God speaks to us in His house. Some of us know a little about this. We know something about coming together in the light of the house of God, and hearing God speak to us as thus together. The place seems to become hallowed as we hear the divine accents, It says of Jacob, God went up from him in the place where he talked with him (Genesis 35: 13). The very ground was hallowed by the divine feet, and Jacob sets up an altar and pours a drink offering upon it. He is now conscious of what he is for Gods pleasure. 

    These mixed feelings, although they contain pure gold, which God knows how to distinguish, nevertheless are not feelings that afford pleasure to Him. God looks for the unalloyed gold. Take away the dross, it says, and there cometh forth a vessel for the refiner (Proverbs 25: 4). The dross has to go, and it goes as we understand the Spirit received from God as life in us. The Spirit is life. The body is dead on account of sin. The body is here representative of all my natural energies; it is dead, and the Holy Spirit is the source of all my energies and affections; thus I am pleasurable to God. 

    Well, now, I want to show you how this life as in the house of God, is marked by greenness and so I refer to the last chapter of Hosea, which says, I am like a green fir tree Hosea 14: 8. Now I take that to represent the energy of life in our coming into contact with what is adverse. Many of us seem to shine among the people of God where there is no opposition; but how is it when the cold north blast blows? The fir retains its greenness notwithstanding the bitter north wind. It is an evergreen. I ask myself, Am I always green; not only when I meet a brother in the street, or enter into his house, or attend the meetings, but when I come in contact with the wicked opposition of this world, do I retain the evidence of spiritual energy  energy that lies in the Spirit of God? 

    The Spirit is life. My natural propensities are held in check by the power of the Spirit; thus the green is seen. I retain the evidence of the Spirit of Christ, and am enabled to suffer evil along with the glad tidings (2 Timothy 1: 8). I stand out in the energy of spiritual life in all weathers. That is what the fir is. We all know how pleasing the green is to the eye, and so God looks for evergreens. He has given us the means whereby there should be perpetual greenness in our walk and ways in this world. 

    But in the house of God it is not the fir, but the olive. The Psalmist says, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God Psalm 52: 8. The olive refers to the Spirit as upon the believer, not only the energy of life within, but the dignity that I acquire in the house of God as in the presence of God. Let us understand, dear brethren, that the house of God is a dignified place. It is a place of princes, as I said. When God found Jacob there the second time, He says in effect, Jacob, you are a prince. He did not say that the first time, for he was far otherwise. The wrestling had come in between, and God greets him. He says, thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name (Genesis 35: 10). That is written for our learning, that we should understand that if we are in the house of God we are to be there in dignity suitable to the place. 

    Who is over the house of God? The Son. It does not say Jesus; it is the Son. The Son of God is over the house, and it is composed of His companions. Think of what is opened up to us, that we should be in the house of God as companions of the Son! But how? As green olive trees. One who is rightly in the house of God will honour God and man (Judges 9: 9). That is what the olive does. No one who is in the house of God as a green olive tree seeks to be prominent among his brethren. He has no natural ambition. He aspires not to be pre-eminent. He is not such as would cast others out of the assembly; one who loves the pre-eminence. No, beloved. One who is in the house of God as a green olive tree honours God and he honours man. When the proposal is made to the olive to become king over the trees, it says, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man? Judges 9: 9. It knew that its function was greater than ruling over the trees. 

    If I am in the house of God as a green olive tree, I consider for God. I think of what is suitable to God in His house. I think of Gods honour, not my own. And besides that, I honour man; I have respect for all that are in the house. The Holy Spirit, as in us, enables us to disallow all natural ambition, and think for God, and think for the brethren. What a blessed place the house of God is, as full of olive trees; typical, as I said of men and women who think only for God, and who love God, and who love their brethren. I know that I have passed from death unto life because I love the brethren. I have the evidence of it, and I am not going to leave that. 

    It is a blessed function to be occupied with God  loving the brethren. So, with the Psalmist I am like a green olive tree in the house of God Psalm 52: 8. In the fir, there is evidence of life in all weathers but in the olive tree we have that which dignifies and beautifies the saints inside. Where we come under Gods eye, and under the eye of our brethren, we appear in our dignity. We are not in the house of God, as poor miserable sinners. We are in the house of God like the olive, in the energy of life, or we are not in it aright, and in that life we honour God and we honour man. 
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    WELLS AND SPRINGS (5) (JT 52)

    Genesis 29: 1 - 20; Hosea 12: 12; Romans 15: 18, 19

    JTOur present consideration should take us to Jacob. In the last reading it was pointed out that Isaac is a type of Christ as the heavenly Man, but as occupied with the testimony now; Rebecca comes in in that connection, not as taken to heaven literally, but to Sarahs tent. Typically she represents the assembly taking Israels place in the testimony. Isaac typifies Christ as the heavenly Man, who was not to leave Canaan. Those types therefore contemplate the present time; the testimony standing in relation to Christ and the assembly  the assembly, herself heavenly, seen as here on earth, but Christ in heaven. So that the dispensation takes on that character  it is heavenly. 

    We have now another view of Christ and the assembly. Jacob, who has already left the land of Canaan, took a long journey; according to Hosea, and indeed, according to this section of Genesis, he has taken a long journey for his wife. And Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep, Hosea 12: 12. He suggests Christ in activity and in journeyings. It is said he fled, which would mean there was hostility; he fled from Esau. Paul said, of himself, to the Thessalonians, that he had been driven out; but, according to Romans 15, he was journeying to preach the gospel; and this was to secure the assembly for Christ. 

    Our chapter speaks of a well. It is said that Jacob looked  Jacob continued his journey, and went into the land of the children of the east. And he looked, and behold, there was a well in the fields, Genesis 29: 1, 2. Our subject is very much in mind in this section. He looked, and there was a well; he saw the well, and acted in relation to it. 

    JTJrIs the activity you speak of to be in the saints after the pattern of Christ? 

    JTThat would be assumed. Paul presented himself as a model. He said, Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ, 1 Corinthians 11: 1. So that, as Paul stresses, activity would be in us in the power of the Spirit. 

    ANWIs there anything in the Lords personal service here on earth which is akin to Jacobs movement here? 

    JTMatthew, in chapter 16: 13, presents Him at Caesarea-Philippi, where the gentile world would be in mind; there He spoke of the assembly. It carried a wider thought than the remnant of Israel. 

    JSWhat would the three flocks represent as lying by the well? 

    JTPersons in need of water; but they have to wait for it until others come. So that the need was not immediately met. The scene represents what is current about us  officialism; the drinking cannot take place until all the flocks come, whereas in the ministry of Christ need was met immediately. If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink, John 7: 37. There was no delay at all. True service would meet need as it exists. The Jews would limit the Lords wonderful healing services to the six working days (Luke 13: 14). 

    ARSWould the looking around and seeing the well give the idea that we have to use our spiritual eyesight and see where the Spirit is? 

    JTYes. It seems to fit in accurately, from a spiritual standpoint, with our subject; that is, the idea of wells or springs in relation to Christ and the assembly. In this chapter we see a condition in Syria that Jacob found; the well was there, but under these restrictions. Jacob pays particular attention to it and acts, indeed, at once, as Rachel comes with her fathers flock. 

    ABPWhen the Lord Jesus came into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon (Mark 7), it would seem as though He lifted the stone from the wells mouth, in principle. The woman comes into the blessing ahead of time, in a sense. 

    JTYes; the prominence of the feminine thought there helps; both the mother and the daughter were affected. The feminine thought there would, I think, convey what is before us; that He had the assembly in mind, only certain conditions were needed, and these conditions were found in the woman. Her faith was great, the Lord says, which idea belongs to the assembly. 

    ARIs there anything in the fact that Jacob was sent by Isaac to look for a wife? Instead of finding a wife immediately, he finds a well. 

    JTYes. He looked and saw a well. The scripture does not say he looked for it, but he looked, and that is what he saw, as if that idea must precede the thought of the assembly. 

    CAMThe labours of the apostle Paul in such an extended way were an extension of the journeyings of Christ. Would it be right to say that? And that they come down to the present moment? 

    JTI think that is right. The two instances we have cited bear it out: the one at Caesarea-Philippi, which is a distance out, as you might say, towards the gentiles. Its dual name would indicate that  Caesarea-Philippi; and then the Syrophenician woman comes into view in the borders of Tyre and Sidon. She was an original Canaanite, but such as would form the assembly. 

    CAMThe apostle functioning among the saints would be the masculine side of the truth, or the ministry side, to secure the feminine side, the assembly. 

    JTThat is right. Paul represents the ministry, and he speaks of journeyings oft. It was the spirit of Christ operating in him with this in view, to secure what the Lord sought. 

    ANWDid he have something of that in mind when he spoke of filling up of the sufferings of Christ for His bodys sake? 

    JTYes. It would bring in the fulness of what the Lord sought. Sufferings in the assembly would be essential to her formation for Him; so that she is the Lambs wife, which would mean that she is the wife of the Sufferer, and she herself is a sufferer, which is a matter to be taken to heart in these last days; And I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly, Colossians 1: 24. What is behind in respect of sufferings is being forced upon many of our brethren, and, perhaps, will be on us through present circumstances. At least, if not literally, it is in spirit, and I think that even in that way the assembly is being prepared for translation. 

    WB-wDo you then look at Jacob as a type of Paul moving in the power of the Spirit here looking for the assembly? I have in mind that scripture in Romans already mentioned: So that I, from Jerusalem, and in a circuit round to Illyricum, have fully preached the glad tidings of the Christ, Romans 15: 19. 

    JTYes, and for that the well is essential. That is what Jacob saw and took notice of, and even admonished the persons there about it. He then watered a flock; but not until Rachel came, meaning that an incentive for love was there, although she is still only regarded as in family relation. She is only treated as a sister or cousin so far, but she is potentially what he was seeking. 

    WB-wThere was not much movement at this well until he came. 

    JTNo. Our enquiry now is, whether there is movement with us, those of us who are on the main line, so to speak, as has been said; whether we are active in journeyings for Christs sake. 

    JSWould the anti-type of this be seen in the Acts of the Apostles? 

    JTYes. It is seen especially in Paul as has been said. He had travelled in a circuit to Illyricum. He purposed visiting Rome and even Spain. Going to Spain from Jerusalem was a great journey; indeed, Spain was the utmost limits of the west at that time. 

    WGTWho do men say that I the Son of man am? (Matthew 16: 13), would indicate that the Lords Person is to be apprehended as the assembly comes into view? 

    JTJust so. Christ and the assembly. Christ first always. 

    AATWhat would you say the stone in our chapter represented? 

    JTIt is right in its place; it is a protection for the water, but it required to be removed in order that the water should be procured. I suppose it would imply the water was not open or exposed; it was covered; but the point that Jacob makes is, Why do you not remove it now? There are flocks right here; why do you not remove it and water them? That is the point he makes. Why is the Spirit of God telling us about Jacobs exercises at this time if it be not to bring before us Christ in this relation? He is before us here in His activities and journeyings, in order to secure what He came for; what He gave Himself for; and we are reminded that the well, that is, the Spirit, must be in the front in our services if they are to be patterned after Christs. The point is illustrated in Isaac coming from the well Beer-lahai-roi as Rebecca came into view. It is the same thought carried through. 

    QuesIs there a correspondence between Acts 16 and this, when Paul went outside of the gate by the river, where it was the custom to pray? Paul went there soon after reaching Philippi. 

    JTThat is it; the river is there, running water. The roots of that assembly would be by the river; a good idea. That is where our roots should be, drawing sap in that way, drawing refreshment from running water. 

    ABPIn each of the scriptures that have been before us, the well seems to be linked on with a locality. Does Jacob looking and seeing a well, suggest the place the Spirit has in localities? 

    JTI think the locality is stressed in view of what may be developed there. The assembly in its administrative feature involves localities; so that it becomes a question of how the Spirit operates, especially in view of the assembly here in testimony. Hence we have it at Jerusalem strikingly; we have it in Samaria, and we have it at Corinth, and we have it at Ephesus. These are all representative of the local aspect of the assemblys position. The Spirit has to be apprehended in each locality. 

    FHLIt says the well was in the fields. Is that a likely place to look for it? 

    JTI think it would be, because it is a question of where the flocks are. There are three of them here; three flocks of sheep were lying by it. They were there, meaning there was potential fruitfulness there. Only, the water was denied them for the moment, and that fact discredited the service  the flocks had to wait. The gospels show that the Lord always met need promptly. 

    ARPerhaps the conditions that Paul found at Ephesus were like this. He found twelve men there, but they were deficient in relation to the Spirit, and he says to them, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed? Acts 19: 2. He was concerned as to the development of the feminine features. 

    JTThat is good. He wanted to bring this out, to bring the Spirit into evidence. He evidently had known that the work of God was in these men, but the point is, Have you received the Spirit?  that is what we are speaking of. He had the same thought as Jacob. They did not know about it; it was his concern, and he removed the stone, and the Spirit came in; the obstruction was in themselves, in their ignorance, and he removed it. Thus the water flowed. 

    JSWhat is involved in verse 8 of our chapter: ... until all the flocks are gathered together? 

    JTIt is the clerical idea; restrictions to reduce work. Christ met need at once. There was no delay at all. John says, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink, John 7: 37. There was deep feeling in the Lords cry. 

    ANWEven though He had to say to the woman previously mentioned, I have not been sent save to the lost sheep of Israels house (Matthew 15: 24), still He waited to bless her. 

    JTThat was a question of removing the stone. Her assumption that she could speak to Him as the Son of David meant there was something to be dealt with in her, as there was something to be dealt with in the men of Ephesus and the converts in Samaria. The removal of the stone means that what may have been the hindrance in us is dealt with. From the divine side, the death of Christ had to take place to remove the stone. 

    CAMAnd he looked, and behold ... (verse 2). Do you think our progress assembly-wise would be according to what we see, in this sense? Indications from God would come to us from time to time if we were really on this line. 

    JTYes; the idea of divine things coming into our view as we progress, is constant in Scripture. The gospel necessarily enters into the removal of the stone, because the difficulty is likely to be in ourselves, perhaps through defective teaching we have imbibed; that is prevalent around us now; it is like the twelve men in Ephesus. The teaching was defective, and they must have been negligent themselves, because John the baptist spoke about the Holy Spirit, and they said they had not even heard if He was come, so that the difficulty was in themselves. 

    WB-wThe Galatians had begun in the Spirit, but there were those who would keep the stone on the wells mouth, but Paul was endeavouring to take it off. 

    JTJust so. Just as the Philistines stopped the wells; bad teachers were doing that. So that you see more and more as we look into this matter that, generally, the well is stopped in christendom. People have to wait for the clerical arrangements. They have to wait for the official personage or whatever he may represent. 

    JSSo that in John 7 the stone is removed by the Lord Himself, would you say, and then the rivers flow: Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water (verse 38). 

    JTJohn 7 is, of course, a counterpart of John 4. John 7 adds the word receive. The Lord, there, speaks about coming and drinking: But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive (verse 39). Receiving is a very important word in regard of this subject; not whether the Spirit is given to you, but whether you have received Him; receiving involves appreciation. 

    JHHIn one sense, would you say, the Lord removed the stone at the pool of Bethesda? The people were waiting until the moving of the waters, but the Lord would present Himself to the man there. 

    JTIn that sense, He met the need at once; that man had been there thirty-eight years and the angel had come down every year at a certain time and troubled the water, but the man could not get in because he had not power; others got in before him. The mans need is met immediately by the Lord. 

    RWSThe first thing Jacob does after watering the sheep is to kiss Rachel, and then he lifts up his voice and weeps. 

    JTThat is a beautiful point reached in the narrative. I think before we reach it and dwell upon it, we ought to note the exercises as to this well and why the persons present were not acting. It is said, And a great stone was at the mouth of the well. And when all the flocks were gathered there, they rolled the stone from the mouth of the well (verses 2, 3). Notice, they did it; but it had to be done; yet not until all the flocks were gathered together. That was the custom that governed Syria; there was no question about it; They rolled the stone from the mouth of the well, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again on the mouth of the well in its place. So far so good, but the sheep had to wait, however thirsty they were, until this time came. It was not, so to speak, the time appointed by the Father; it was the time appointed by the people of that place; a principle of their own, to save their energy. It was just to save energy. It was not love. And then Jacob said to them, My brethren, whence are ye? And they said, Of Haran are we (verse 4). He is identifying them. That is the next thing. Before dealing with defects, we have to know the persons we are dealing with, and what their principles are, and their ways too, which is an important matter. And he said to them, Do ye know Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We do know him. And he said to them, Is he well? And they said, He is well. Rachel is to be the immediate link. The family link is known to be there, but who the persons of the family are, is not yet known. What answers to this now, is found in a son of peace; you get in touch with him and stay there. The people knew Laban, which is good, so far. We can see that certain social links exist; whether they are pure assembly links is the point. They knew Laban, and they knew the state of his health, and then they say, And behold, there comes Rachel his daughter with the sheep (verse 6). They knew her too. There is a good general condition, potentially. It is an opening for spiritual operations. Then Jacob comes in with his services, for that is how it has to be regarded. He says (verse 7), Behold, it is yet high day (that is noon); it is not time that the cattle should be gathered together (the cattle would mean larger beasts), water the sheep, and go, feed them. He is a real shepherd; he is a live-stock man, which is typically what a man would be who can serve the Lord. The Israelites were that characteristically, and that was an abomination to the Egyptians. So he says, Water the sheep, and go, 

    feed them. That is a word of admonition, for they were defective in their way of doing things. Their principles and methods were not right. That is the ground he takes. It is instructive to see that Jacob was a live-stock man; so was Solomon. Solomon could instruct you about all these creatures; and so could Adam; and, clearly, the Israelites carried down the thought of the importance of cattle. They were shepherds, bearing the character of Christ. The Lord knows the living, their different features. But they say in reply to Jacob, We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together, (they are again asserting their principles) and they roll the stone from the mouth of the well, and we water the sheep (verse 8). 

    And now Rachel comes. That is the crux of the matter. He does not offer to help them at all, or take the stone away, until she comes, because that is what he is seeking, the family connection. So that when Rachel comes, he moves; and that brings out what is before us; what the assembly is to Christ. I am not saying that Rachel is exactly the assembly, but she is potentially Jacobs spouse, and hence answers to the assembly here. In result, however, Leah is the type of the assembly. 

    JSWhat would you say about the fact that she is a shepherdess? 

    JTShe corresponds to Jacob. So, Rachel came with her fathers sheep, for she was a shepherdess. And it came to pass when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mothers brother, and the sheep of Laban his mothers brother, that Jacob went near and rolled the stone from the mouth of the well (verse 10). Notice, it is only the family link so far, not marital yet. Rachel is one of his brethren; that is what is meant. It is the family link in activity, which is an immense thing; and we know how enjoyable it is when we really understand our relations to each other in a family sense; that is, as brethren. 

    CAMDo you think it would be an encouragement in our local settings that in the unfolding of the truth, the most precious thing does not always appear at the first. You might have a great desire for assembly conditions, but these are reached step-by-step. 

    JTYes; we learn in part, and 1 Corinthians shows that the state of the assembly affects what is ministered. I think the chapter is most interesting; spiritually accurate as to the Spirit of Christ in seeking what is represented here. Jacob is seeking a wife. He is representative of Christ in seeking the assembly, going for it Himself. 

    WB-wIs it also a question of seeking assembly material in a locality? 

    JTThat is how the truth works out. This is seen throughout. As Paul is in Corinth, the Lord tells him He has much people there, and in the course of his ministry, Paul espoused them to one Man  as a chaste virgin to Christ. The man in John 9 had neighbours, and he has a father and a mother. That is, there was social material there, but before the idea of the sheep comes into evidence he is cast out. Well, Rachel here is not cast out; there is no hostility at all to her; it is just a position that is neighbourly. Jacob makes a difference between Rachel and all the others, for when he sees her and the sheep, he removes the stone and waters the flock. His heart is moved in family feelings and affections. 

    WB-wHe says, My brethren  that should bring to light something in the locality. 

    JTI think it is a suggestion of the present profession. They are not looked at as heathen. Addressing them as brethren would promote general confidence. They are looked at as his family links, but then there is one man there about whom he is thinking and whose name he mentions. He does not ask after anybody else but Laban. He asks after his health. 

    ANWWhat would you say as to the Lords supper conducted only on brotherly lines, and not reaching the marital side? 

    JTIf the state of the meeting were right, the deficiency being due to ignorance, the Lord, I am sure, would accept it; but if there were independency and refusal of the truth of Christ and the assembly, you could not have part in it. If we do not bring the assembly into the Supper, we lose the force of it. It is a question too of the Spirit. If you do not make room for the Spirit, you will never get the right thought of the Supper, or of the assembly. 

    APfDoes Jacob change the custom of the place? 

    JTThat is, in principle, what he does; we cannot say his example was followed. He admonished them, but he also proceeds to do what he indicated should be done as Rachel comes; but he did not water the other flocks; it is a question of the family, and there was no doubt as to this in her case. If persons are christians they are brethren, and they should get the water, that is, get the Holy Spirit. 

    JTJrIs there not a connection between the changing of the water to wine in John 2, and the healing of the noblemans son in John 4 as having to do with the family? 

    JTThe family thought is clearly in view in the case of the nobleman, and then there is also a connection with the Spirit in that chapter  the thought of living water comes in before the narrative of the nobleman. The Lord calls his child a son, indicating dignity in the family. Himself and his whole house believed. The water in John 2 is purifying water, but it becomes wine; what purifies me becomes wine in me; it occasions joy. The drinking water affords much instruction as coming between these two signs in Cana of Galilee. John makes more of water than any of the other evangelists. 

    CAMAs to the matter of addressing people or regarding them as brethren, I suppose when Saul of Tarsus was secured, the way it took place would impress upon him this brotherly idea before he found himself part of the company. Do you think that would be a sort of indication to him as to how to act in his christian days? 

    JTJust so. And then the water of purification is brought in. That is, Ananias says, Arise and get baptised, and have thy sins washed away, Acts 22: 16. That is the water of purification; but then he should get the Holy Spirit, which would be drinking water. 

    CAMThat is a great help, because the signal way in which baptism is applied to the apostle Paul might first seem a little strange, but as you look at it in that connection, it all forms part of a whole process. 

    JTIt does, indeed. So that the order here is very instructive. As soon as he sees Rachel and her fathers flock  she herself being a shepherdess  verse 10 says, Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the mouth of the well, and watered the sheep of Laban his mothers brother. The family link is the point. Then it says, And Jacob kissed Rachel; this does not go beyond the family link; brothers and sisters, or cousins. And then it says he lifted up his voice and wept. He was thoroughly affected. He fled to the country of Syria for a wife; he was under pressure at the outset, but now his affections are aroused. He is not now thinking of Esaus hostility; he is affected by what he finds, because that is what he is looking for; family affection, which is an immense thing for us to understand. That is what we find in meetings such as these; they involve family affection and then the corporate idea; what we are to Christ. After this strong expression of affection Jacob told Rachel that he was a brother of her father, and that he was Rebeccas son (verse 12). He is asserting what he is to them; not to the neighbours, but to them. Typically, he has found christians; that is what is meant. 

    The Lord is seeking them today; those that are His own. The Lord knows those that are His; and, as we are usable, He is using us to find them. As in this service these traits of Himself, seen in Jacob, work out through us. 

    ARThe Lord Jesus said to Paul, I have much people in this city, Acts 18: 10. Paul would have to find them, would he not? 

    JTThey were not yet members of the family, so that they were only potentially His people, but there is a real family link here. The stress is on Laban, Rebeccas brother, and that Jacob is Rebeccas son, and Rachel, Labans daughter. It is a family picture and Jacob is thoroughly in it. 

    JSDoes progress in the testimony result from securing material for the assembly? 

    JTTypically, that is the idea here. Jacob informs Rachel about himself, that it may be clear that the family links are there. The next thing is that Rachel ran and told her father, and verse 13 says, And it came to pass when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sisters son (notice these family terms), that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house; and he told Laban all these things. And Laban said to him, Thou art indeed my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him a months time, that is, with the family; it refers to what we are to each other as brethren. 

    WRWould you look at Jacob in the light of Johns testimony? He that has the bride is the bridegroom, John 3: 29. He seems to move in his affections as a bridegroom towards a bride, and he uses the family in that way. 

    JTThat is in the distance as yet. This paragraph does not go beyond the family. Rachel is of the same family as Jacob; that is clear. It is most important, in the work of God, to make clear that all true Christians are brethren, whatever their associations; thus the workman can say, Be as I am, for I also am as ye, Galatians 4: 12. As this is understood and accepted, assembly truth can be introduced. 

    WB-wFrom verse 4 onward, all the questions that Jacob raises are to find the family, and put the Syrians where they should be. 

    JTThat is the idea exactly. The Syrians are eliminated, and now it is the family  Rebeccas brother. And Laban goes so far as to say to Jacob, Thou art indeed my bone and my flesh. Still, that is not on marital lines, because it is a man and his nephew. 

    ARWhen we sit down at the Lords supper, the underlying condition is that we love one another. 

    JTSome say, We are going to meet the Lord, but the fact is, we are going to meet one another first. We being assembled to break bread, Acts 20:7. 

    GVDIs there the family line in John 1? Andrew first finds his brother Simon. 

    JTYes. He took him to Jesus. 

    ANWOur slowness to arrive at the assembly relation is because we do not rightly value the family relation. 

    JTThat is the difficulty all around, the want of family feelings. We would speak well of one another if we accepted the family status and the family relation. We are brethren. That underlies unity. 

    JSDo you get the family link in John 20: But go to my brethren and say to them ... (verse 17?). 

    JTThat is on a higher plane. That comes in a little later. We are now speaking of what we are as brethren in a public sense as christians. The Lord says, And all ye are brethren, Matthew 23: 8. That is the position here before the world. We are all brethren. 

    FHLIn chapter 24, Laban ran to the well to meet Abrahams servant, and here he runs to meet Jacob. 

    JTThere is not much depth in him, you know, but he represents what is in the mind of the Spirit here. He is a father to Rachel and Leah, and he is a brother to Rebecca, and Jacob is Rebeccas son; so that the family link is established. That is all that is necessary. 

    WB-wVerse 9 reads, While he was still speaking to them ... The speaking brings to light what is sought. 

    JTQuite so; going to a place you look for this element. We have known of a case where there was some apparent interest and it was suggested that a brother go and stay there, and find what was there. 

    ANWPerhaps those of the family are not brought to light because the real brotherly link is not recognised. 

    JTThat was the real difficulty in all the divisions that have taken place amongst us; the want of reality in the profession of family relationship. Scripture says a brother is born for adversity, and so we ought to afford protection and general care for each other. 

    ARGod said to Moses that Aaron, when he saw Moses, would be glad in his heart. When he saw him he kissed him. 

    JTAaron did the kissing. At that point Aaron led in brotherly love. 

    RWSIs that a clue to why so many with whom we come into contact, and who come to our meetings, finally disappear? We do not seem to be able to secure them. 

    JTYes; although soil is very hard. It is very striking how many do pass through, not taking hold of the truth the Holy Spirit is maintaining in the meetings. The well is essential to this. The well is the underlying principle that maintains this, and that is why Jacob, as a type, makes so much of it. 

    RWSWould you, in such cases, emphasise that we are all brethren? You mentioned a months time for the family side of things. 

    JTYes; if you meet one who has the evidences of being a christian, you say, Be as I am, for I also am as ye, Galatians 4: 12. But it takes time to gain confidence, 

    and that is what the month means here. He abode a months time; that is the family month, and then the next thing is wages. Laban says to Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou serve me for nothing? tell me, what shall be thy wages? And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger, Rachel. And the eyes of Leah were tender; but Rachel was of beautiful form and beautiful countenance. And Jacob loved Rachel, and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter (verses 15 - 18). Now this is the consummation of what his journey had in mind. Is there one that can be an object of his affections? It is the Jewish side that is in mind here, because from the standpoint of the Old Testament, Israel would be the most beautiful. The gentiles had no status, in that sense. There was nothing beautiful about them. But Christ received the gentile bride first. That is the position today. Rachel is the future Israelitish bride of Christ. 

    WGTReferring again to what you were saying about the months time, would Pauls eighteen months at Corinth fit in here? He stayed with them on brotherly lines, working as a tent maker and formed true bridal affections among them. 

    JTYes. He was an apostle, but still he was a brother, and he stresses that. He associates a brother with him in each of his epistles to that assembly. 

    WRThe Holy Spirit is necessary to love. 

    JTThe Holy Spirit is necessary to everything from our side; and therefore we must make much of the Spirit, and if we are to do that we must judge ourselves for all that grieves or quenches the Holy Spirit. We must remove the stone that may, from our side, hinder the water flowing out. 

    WB-wIs the defect stressed here that there was no Jacob to take away the stone? 

    JTYes. They did not have the true shepherd thought. Each would look after his own flock, no doubt; 

    but they all had to wait, however thirsty, until the flocks were all there. It would be a bad case for us, if we had to wait for all the saints in this city to come; we would never get anything. If the Lord said, You cannot meet here until you gather all the saints in this city, we would have a bad time. But Jacob met the need of Labans flock immediately. For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them, Matthew 18: 20. The Lord met need immediately. It is a question of all Israel that are present. The clerical element hinders the family development as well as the assemblys marital relation with Christ. In some cases true men rise above it, but I am speaking of it generally. So this matter of wages comes up, and brings out what was in Jacobs heart, that he is ready to serve for a wife. It is how Christ served for the assembly; it is the affection He has for the assembly. Jacob had to wait seven years, but they were in his eyes as single days because he loved Rachel. It is the love of Christ for the assembly; not for the family or Labans house, but for Rachel, and Rachel only. That is what he has in mind. 

    JTJrPaul had the family thought in his mind in regard of the Thessalonians  they were brethren beloved of God. That assembly was marked by affection. 

    JTYes. They are addressed as the assembly of Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. They were taught of God to love one another. But the word is more and more. 

    ABPDo you have an answer to this section in the last chapter of Acts? Paul saw the brethren and took courage (verse 15); he served the Jews ardently, reflecting Christs love for them, but he turned to the gentiles. It was as though his love for Israel found its final expression at Rome. Then he had to say, Be it known to you therefore, that this salvation of God has been sent to the nations, Acts 28: 28. 

    JTI am sure that is right. He tells the Thessalonians that he had been driven out, which is what happened to Jacob; he was driven out. That was behind Jacobs journeyings. It was Rebeccas thought first. Later, he was sent to Laban for a wife. Paul had been occupied in Christs affection for Israel. In his last visit to Jerusalem he carried Christs affection for Israel; he went to Jerusalem against the testimony of the Spirit, but nevertheless, what actuated him was great affection for Israel. When he comes to Rome the matter is settled, because he says that the salvation of God is sent to the nations. 

    ARActs 20 and 21 would be Pauls affections in activity in relation to his brethren generally, I suppose. He embraces certain ones at Ephesus; then he embraces Eutychus at Troas; he is ardently kissed at Miletus, and then, at Tyre, the saints, including the women and children, embrace him. 

    JTThe mutual affection that was there is touching. I am sure that is the lesson for us. It is what belongs to brethren, and how, as loving one another in this sense, we become delightful to the Lord unitedly, and pleasing to the Father, too. 

    FNWThis would help us in the fulfilment of our services locally. As occupied more in the sphere of the Spirit, and in conditions of affection among the brethren, the Lord would bring in souls. 

    JTI think that is the order of the truth; love amongst brethren; and when the Lords Day morning arrives  we being assembled to break bread  we meet one another. It is a real pleasure to meet the brethren to begin with. 

    ANWIt is remarkable that it says in the prophet, And for a wife he kept sheep, Hosea 12: 12. He had a wife in mind in the keeping of the sheep. 

    JTThere was the fleeing, the long journey, and then the heavy work; it was heavy work to keep sheep as he did. He endured much; the heat in the day, and in the night the frost consumed him. It is remarkable, the intensity of his love. Seven years were in his eyes as seven days. It is to bring out the intensity of his love. Seven is a very important numeral throughout Scripture. It is usually what is complete spiritually. 

    WB-wWhat is the point in the prophet Hosea bringing the verse we have read into chapter 12, where Ephraims failure is stated? 

    JTI think Hosea directs our minds back to good things in the midst of evil things; the former to be a positive incentive to saints, at any time, to overcome. What Jacob was at the beginning is mentioned. The prophet turns from severest denunciations to the most precious affectionate touches. 

    WB-wA terrible thing is said about Ephraim in that chapter. All day long he multiplieth lies and desolation (verse 1). In the midst of all this Jacob is brought in, as serving for a wife. 

    JTThat would remind us of true affection, of which Ephraim was then wanting. We are told later on by the prophet, And by a prophet Jehovah brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved (verse 13). Verse 12 is the love of Christ for the assembly, and verse 13 is the prophetic ministry. The service of the prophet implies the power of God. 

    ARDuring this seven years of waiting for the bond to be consummated. Jacob is said to be keeping sheep. I was wondering, in view of that, whether the activity in waiting would keep the brethren together. 

    JTJacob was occupied with live-stock; that is the idea. There are living conditions among the brethren, and you love them and care for them. 

    WB-wIs there a thought of Moses being linked on with Jacob in the passage in Hosea? Moses was the prophet. 

    JTYes, clearly. The application today would be the love of Christ constraining us, and the prophetic ministry touching our consciences would tend to take us out of Egypt, or if we are out, keep us out. 

    WB-wAnd the remnant would go on in the midst of all this wickedness of Ephraim. 

    JTThat is a characteristic of Hoseas ministry. He brings in positive things to deliver you from the evil you are going on with. The prophetic ministry is doing a very good service, but the love of Christ is the first thing; it constrains us. For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died, 2 Corinthians 5: 14. That is insisted on; the prophetic ministry will insist on that. 

    ABPWould the personal experience of Hosea develop the feelings to which you referred as marking his ministry? Would it serve to emphasise in his heart the features of true love, which he would appreciate in Jacob and Rachel? 

    JTYes; he had to go through extraordinary marital experiences himself, so as to be able to bring out Jehovahs love, patience and faithfulness to Israel. He says a great deal of what Israel was to God as a wife. She was shamefully untrue to Him, and hence His judgments came upon her (chapter 2). But He will allure her into the wilderness and speak to her heart. He tells her, Thou shalt call me, My husband, and shalt call me no more, Baali (chapter 2: 16). Hosea is an important book in regard of our subject. 

    WB-wIt says of Jacob, He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and in his strength he wrestled with God, Hosea 12: 3. He had a good beginning. He began with power at the outset and he carries that through. 

    JTThat shows he was of another order to Esau. That is, he was lovable to God from the very outset. 

    ARIs this idea seen in Corinth, where Paul says, Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all say the same thing, and that there be not among you divisions; but that ye be perfectly united in the same mind and in the Same opinion, 1 Corinthians 1: 10? Would that be the idea of the brethren, whereas the marital side is seen in the end of the second epistle, where he says, I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ, 2 Corinthians 11: 2? 

    JTThat is the order of the truth of the position. That is, the first epistle is our public position where we are known as brethren; the second brings in that, too, but it brings in the idea of the bride espoused to Christ; to one man. 

    WB-wEvidently the Jewish spirit was in Isaacs house before Jacob fled. 

    JTThat is the position. He is fleeing; he is driven out, but his heart is on an object which he seeks and finds; and that is what Paul represents. 

    RWSWould the circuit (Romans 15: 19) link on with the seven-year thought? The patient manner of prophetic service in which Paul finished his journey secures the finished product. There are no loose ends in Pauls service; he secures the bride for Christ. 

    JTYes. The Lord looked around in a circuit on the brethren (Mark 3: 34). 

    CAMPeter had a commission as a shepherd and this would necessitate travelling. 

    JTIt is remarkable, the journeying that there has been, but it is largely blocked for the moment. The Lord, I believe, will open up the way again for journeying; it was a feature of Christs service, and is seen in relation to the assembly. Pauls journeyings were Christs journeyings, and the same is true of the travels of others. Of the overcomer in Philadelphia, the Lord says, He shall go no more at all out, Revelation 3: 12. 
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    CHRIST - THE SHEPHERD (WJH 17)

    Genesis 49: 22-24; Hosea 12: 12

    I would like, dear brethren, to bring before our hearts the two great objects of the service of the Lord Jesus Christ in the character of Shepherd. One is referred to in the first scripture we read, in which it speaks of Christ typically  from thence is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel. What I believe that suggests is, that the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ as shepherd leads us to know Him as the stone of Israel. The other scripture tells us that Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep, which means that the object of the shepherd activities of Christ is to secure a wife. I believe that these two great thoughts culminate in eternity. The result of the Lord Jesus coming out as a shepherd will be that for eternity there is a dwelling place for God, and another result will be that for eternity He will have a bride adorned for her husband. He will have what a wife suggests, for His own heart, and I wanted, with the Lords help, just to bring before you for a few moments some of the shepherd services of Christ, so that, as knowing them a little more, we might be prepared to have part in Gods building more definitely, and to take our place as belonging to that blessed company which ministers to the heart of Christ. 

    I take it that the object behind the precious activities of Christ as shepherd has those two great and blessed ends in view. I do not think that any of us will doubt that the shepherd service of the Lord Jesus Christ is one of the most attractive ways in which we know Him. Wonderful, dear brethren, to remember, wonderful to enjoy, what the passage means which is so well known, even to the children, The Lord is my Shepherd. What a wondrous thing for the heart to take hold of! 

    Feed the flock of God which is among you. There is but one flock composed of innumerable sheep; yet, dear brethren, do not let us lose the blessed sense that The Lord is my shepherd. The Lord Jesus would convey to each heart the sense of His personal interest and affection for each sheep. I think everything springs out of that, the maintenance of the personal regard and love of Christ for each one. 

    The apostle John, he who speaks so much of the shepherd service of Christ, when he speaks of himself says, that disciple whom Jesus loved. He had learned in his sojourn with the Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, to enjoy the love of Christ in his own soul. So that when he speaks of himself he says, that disciple whom Jesus loved. Of course He loved the whole flock; but John knew that He loved him, and it is John who says Now Jesus loved Martha. One delights in the attractiveness of that passage; it does not say Now Jesus loved them, but Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, so that each of the three has the sense personally of the love of Christ for them. What a joy and stay to the heart! If only, dear brethren, we should each one be preserved with the living sense in our hearts that the Shepherd calls His own sheep by name; how real it would make the love of Christ to us! 

    That was the manner of Sauls introduction to the flock. From heaven he heard, Saul, Saul! He learned that the Lord Jesus in heaven had a personal interest and regard for him, so that later on he says, the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me. How that was conveyed to Sauls soul afterwards as he was in the house of Judas in the street called Straight! One of the subsidiary shepherds, one of the shepherds that worked under the Great Shepherd, with the true shepherds heart  Ananias  said, Lord I have heard by many of this man; how much evil he hath done to Thy name. He had regard for the sheep, he feared the sheep might suffer, and he speaks to the Chief Shepherd about it; but the Chief Shepherd says, Go thy way, for he is a chosen vessel unto me to bear my name before the gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. Saul had the sense conveyed to him of the deep interest of Christ personally from heaven, and then from one of the under shepherds. 

    I feel for myself, and I am sure we all share it, the intense necessity of being maintained personally by the touch of Christ, and having the sense of the joy in our own hearts of the personal love of Christ for each sheep. 

    And then we find the Lords shepherd care for the household of His own  the two going to Emmaus  coming into their house, drawing near them, loving to hear what they say of Him. It is most impressive to see the delight the Lord has in hearing the sheep speak of Him. The Shepherd loves to hear the thoughts of the sheep as to Himself. He draws near to these two and says, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another as ye walk and are sad? And they say, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things that are come to pass there in these days? And the Lord said, What things? And they said unto Him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people. It was just what they thought of Him that He wanted to draw out from their hearts. They might have said something more than that. The Lord loves to draw out of the hearts of His own their impressions of Him. I would just point that out for the encouragement of the feeblest, that the Lord loves to draw out of our hearts our impressions of Himself, as He evidenced when He said, What things? 

    Again, when He drew near to Mary Magdalene, and said to her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? He knew why she was sad, but He wanted to hear what she would say when He said, Whom seekest thou? If thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast taken him and I will take him away. That was sweet incense to the heart of Christ. If she had not Him she had nothing. He drew it out deliberately. 

    So one just loves to touch a little more upon the shepherd services of Christ. The Shepherd of the flock, not only of each single sheep. There is but one flock and one Shepherd; and while the under shepherds have failed ignominiously, yet the blessed Great Shepherd, the Chief Shepherd, carries on His service, and there is food and there is quietness. The effect of His service is that it teaches us to love Him; it draws out our affections for the Shepherd, so that we learn to know Him as the Good Shepherd. I am the Good Shepherd that giveth his life for the sheep. We learn to know Him as the director of every other shepherd that lives here. The service of the Chief Shepherd is to give direction to every other shepherd. I believe that this in a living way prepares us for the two lines I have indicated. 

    Jacob, referring to Joseph as a type of Christ, says, the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel. In human things there is no link whatever between these two  i.e., a shepherd and a stone; but I believe that Christ in His service as shepherd prepares our hearts for the thought of Him as the stone. I want to touch a little on that The Stone of Israel. It does not speak of the characteristics of the Stone, but simply lays it down that the Shepherd is the Stone. It introduces our minds and hearts to a building; but first of all one has been impressed by this, that the first knowledge we ever have of Christ as the Stone is as a stone of stumbling. God says, Behold I lay in Zion  a stone of stumbling. What for? To clear the ground for Gods building. To clear the ground of all the rubbish. The one who clears it is the Shepherd. The One who clears our minds and hearts of the rubbish is the Shepherd. A stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. It is laid in mercy. Do you know one of the greatest mercies we ever get from God is that He brings down our pride; that He humbles us? We may not think so at the time, but it is an immense mercy that God has come in to bring down the pride of man. He does it in mercy. Why? That we may have part in the building which God is erecting for eternity. We will never take into that building anything of the pride and glory of man. The Lord Jesus comes in as the Stone of Stumbling, as Simeon understood it when he took the little child in his arms and said, This child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel. God will bring down the pride of man, and the way He does it is by bringing in Jesus. No heart ever followed in the footsteps of Christ intelligently without being humble. At His entrance into this world where do you find Him? In Bethlehem. The Lion of the tribe of Judah was there in the manger. Is that the One you are to believe on? The One in the manger? Where do you find Him? At Nazareth! We know that no good thing could ever come out of Nazareth, according to the mind of man, so He is known as Jesus of Nazareth. Of His public life in this world what do you see? He has no home  no place of abode. Followed by whom? Mary Magdalene, out of whom He cast seven devils. A woman of the city who was a sinner and whom He had forgiven. The blind beggar whose sight He had restored and who followed Him in the way. Certain women ministered to Him out of their substance. He went out of this world with the reproach and ignominy of Calvary, with a thief on either side. What is God doing? Laying a stumbling stone to bring down in our hearts and minds the sense of pride and glory of man. What for? So that we may have a living part eternally in Gods building where everything, is for His glory. The One who does this we have known as Shepherd. We have learned to love Him. Hence we are prepared by Him as a stone to bring down mans pride and vain-glory. We see Him as a Stone. We see Him on the ground that has been cleared of the pride and glory of man. We see a foundation laid in Him. He is not only a stone of stumbling, but a foundation  Behold I lay in Zion a chief corner stone elect, precious. We have learned Him a little as the Shepherd, we have learned to trust Him  we have seen His self-sacrificing love, and it brings our hearts to be in accord with this, that everything for God must rest on Him. This world does not rest upon the foundation God has made in the Lord Jesus. The apostle Paul came to that. He stumbled at the Stone. He had to come down from his own heights, great man as he was, and found there was no foundation for God unless resting on the Lord Jesus. 

    Not only does He clear the rubbish as the stone of stumbling  that starts the whole foundation  but He is the chief corner stone. What are we connected with? Does it, whatever it is, give pre-eminence to Christ? If not, it belongs to another building that will come down. But the building of God gives pre-eminence to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the chief comer stone. We are told He is the head stone. The completion of the whole structure is Christ. He can be trusted as a foundation: He is great enough to be the adornment. He is worthy to be its foundation  The Shepherd, the Stone of Israel. 

    In Hosea we have another suggestion, and that is that Jacob served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. The building will be a dwelling-place for God, and will be eternally the result of the self-sacrificing service of Christ. There will be nothing that is not descriptive of Christ. Johns gospel tells us that He appropriated Gods temple to Himself. Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up. He spoke of His body. God could only dwell in that which was expressive of Christ. The Church, which is His body, is the temple in which Christ is expressed now, and that will be eternally the dwelling of God. What God will get out of the service of Christ is an eternal dwelling-place in which His glory is secure  where Christ is enthroned. Christ is its foundation, adornment and completion. 

    Something for the heart of Christ is seen in the other scripture: He kept sheep. You and I are preserved by His shepherd care. He does not let His sheep go. He tends them: He tends the weak and sick: He tends the oppressed. We were, says Peter, as sheep going astray. He had learned by experience the precious service of the Shepherd. He was going astray; he had turned away from Christ; he had gone out; but the Shepherd went out after him. Ye were as sheep going astray, but are returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

    What I wanted to touch on was this  that the object of the service of Christ to each one of us is to draw us near to Himself, and how much we ought to thank Him for it. 

    He keeps sheep for a wife, so that He will secure a vessel that has the characteristics of a wife. What are they? Subjection to her own husband! Three times in the New Testament it is confirmed that the one great feature of a wife is that she is subject to her husband. The effect of the shepherd service of Christ will be that the church will be subject to Him for ever, and will hearken to His voice eternally with the gladness of hearts that love Him. What then? And the wife see that she reverence her husband. The husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church. Christ is infinitely greater than the church. Christ is the object of the reverence of the church eternally. As the psalm says, So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty; he is thy lord and worship thou him. As Sara called Abraham lord, so our hearts will eternally pour upon Him the reverence that a wife gives to her husband  the source and spring of it all the service of Christ. God intends every local company of saints to have the character of His building. As our hearts know Him as Shepherd, we are prepared for a structure where He is supreme. We are prepared by the removal of the glory of man for a structure that rests upon Him, and where He is the adornment. As our hearts delight in Him as Shepherd, we are prepared to minister to His heart as happily subject to Him who loved the Church and gave Himself for it. 

    May the Lord help us to so learn the preciousness of His shepherd service, that here in this city there may be something in the nature of Cods building, something that bears the features of a wife for the heart of Christ for His names sake. 
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    Hosea 14

    One striking feature of this book is the way touching words of grace are found in the midst of scathing exposures of the state of the people. This prophet is most severe in his denunciation of their unfaithfulness, but none appeals more sweetly or powerfully to the hearts of Gods people in the way of grace. Yet I am Jehovah thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou hast known no God but me; and there is no saviour beside me. I knew thee in the wilderness, in the land of drought, chapter 13: 4, 5. Notwithstanding the departure and idolatry of His people, Jehovah remained what He was. Their destruction was that they were against Him who was their help. Though long centuries of evil on their part had elapsed, He was still Jehovah their God. And so it is now. 

    At the beginning of our dispensation the Father was revealed in the Son, redemption was wrought by divine love through the death and blood-shedding of Christ, so that believers might have a wholly new place before God as in Christ, and the Holy Spirit might be given to them, and they might be in the place of sons for Gods delight. We know that at the beginning Romans 5 and 8 described the enjoyed portion of saints, not to speak of being risen with Christ as in Colossians, or seated in heavenly places in Him according to Ephesians. And the Lords commandment in relation to Christian fellowship and divine assembly order is found in 1 Corinthians. If we consider these things we shall be compelled to admit that there has been very great departure. But it is certain that God has not departed from His original thoughts, so that to return to Him involves returning to what is in His mind and heart, and it is open to all His people to do so. We may return not only to individual blessing, but to the truth and order and privilege of the assembly. 

    O Israel, return unto Jehovah thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity, verse 1. Iniquity is departure from God, and from what is in His mind and heart, but He says, return. He even puts words in our mouths to make it as easy as possible for us to approach Him in a suitable way. He is as ready to forgive the iniquity of the Christian profession as He was to forgive that of Israel. Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive us graciously; so will we render the calves of our lips, verse 2. To turn away from God and become self-indulgent and idolatrous is a terrible thing. It is more dreadful now than it was in Hoseas day, because the light in which God is revealed is so much greater now. But every form of iniquity, whether it be worldliness, or self-righteousness, or trusting the human mind in the things of God, or following the traditions of men, or sectarianism, can be forgiven. He teaches His people to say, Forgive all iniquity, and receive us graciously. He will most assuredly do so for all who turn to Him. He has but one way of receiving those who turn to Him, whether they be new converts from the world, or old wanderers from His ways, and that is in the acceptance of Christ. He has no second or third class reception for anybody; He receives in the very best style if He receives at all. And He receives in view of there being offering service. The remarkable expression, the calves of our lips, gives us distinctly the thought of spiritual sacrifices, not literal calves or bullocks now, but appreciation of the preciousness of Christ voiced before God in the praises of our lips. We are received as accepted in Him, and thus liberated to speak of Him to God with great delight. We then renounce everything that has formerly been a snare  the human mind, natural strength, and everything that has been of ourselves (verse 3). Indeed, it is as consciously bereft of human support or counsel that we find mercy in the blessed God. 

    I will heal their backsliding, suggests that there is not a scar left. The younger son came into his fathers house without a trace of the far country, or of his former history, left upon him. The father covering him with kisses is the New Testament equivalent to I will love them freely. If He receives us in Christ, and as Christ, how could it be otherwise? Thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me. John 17: 23. 

    I will be as the dew unto Israel, verse 5. This is the manner of Gods acting to those whom He receives and loves. He becomes, in the gift of His Spirit, a power of refreshment that causes what is of Himself to spring forth in life, so that he shall blossom as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. How wondrous that the beauty of the lily should appear instead of all that had been so offensive in Israel as seen in this book! As we give place to the Spirit He will bring out His beautiful fruit in us. We shall come out as harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life, Philippians 2:15. 

    Lebanon is mentioned three times in verses 5 - 7; first in regard to stability, then as to smell, and finally, the renown thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Lebanon seems to speak of what is most goodly and desirable; that goodly mountain, and Lebanon, Deuteronomy 3: 25. His bearing as Lebanon (Song of Songs 5: 15), is evidently intended to suggest what is most excellent. The effect of Jehovahs being as the dew unto Israel is that Israel comes to the surpassing excellence of what is in His thought for her. The epistle to the Ephesians describes our Lebanon; it is well that we should be rooted and founded in love according to that epistle, and that we should take on the smell of that heavenly region. It suggests the fragrant odour, the indescribable influence, that emanates from truly spiritual persons. It is well, too, that we should covet the renown of having a joy that is far, far above all the joys of earth. 

    His beauty shall be as the olive-tree intimates that as a fellow-partaker of the root and of the fatness of the olive-tree of promise he abides in the goodness of God (see Romans 11), and thus becomes truly spiritual. All is summed up in this, They shall return and sit under his shadow, verse 7. The blessed God would being us to restfulness as under the sense of all that He is for us, all that He delights to be for us, at a time when we need His protecting shadow. It supposes that there are influences which, like a scorching sun, would tend to wither us up. But as under His shadow we do not wither. They shall revive as corn, and blossom as the vine. We do not often get within three verses such an accumulation of beautiful and varied symbols, and they are all combined here to bring out what recovering grace can do for the people of God even when they have gone to the utmost limit of departure and unfaithfulness. Israel will yet be the subject of this grace; it is ours at the very end of the churchs sorrowful history to be the subjects of it now. 

    It is as experiencing this blessed recovering grace that Ephraim says, What have I to do any more with idols? How can one go on with idols if God has shown us such grace? And when we take this ground He has pleasure in noticing it. I answer him, and I will observe him is God recognising the movement which His own grace has brought about. He always loves to acknowledge, and often in a public way, those who return to Him in a time of general departure. It pleases Him that the recovered soul should be conscious of how he is now approved of God. I am like a green fir-tree is Ephraim in the happy consciousness that, as the fruit of recovering grace, he is in the freshness and verdure of life. It is impossible that hearts that have long wandered should be recovered to God without being blessedly conscious of it. There is no self-deception in this; it is God-given joy. And God confirms it by saying, From me is thy fruit found. The very essence of the joy of recovery, and of the consciousness of being received by Him and being now fruitful for Him, is the deep sense that it is God Himself who has brought it all about. When this point is reached, deliverance is fully known in the affections. Wifely affections towards Christ are liberated, and the sons of God are happy in the place His love has given them. 

    Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? intelligent and he shall know them? For the ways of Jehovah are right, and the just shall walk in them; but the transgressors shall fall therein. Gods ways of recovery at the present time are a joy to those who walk in them, but to those who do not appreciate them they only become a stumbling block. 
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    Hosea 14: 1 - 9

    CACIt is very touching to see what Jehovah says of Israel in chapter 13: 4, 5: Yet I am Jehovah thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou hast known no God but me; and there is no saviour besides me. I knew thee in the wilderness, in the land of drought. It showed there was no change in the relations of Jehovah. There was the most terrible departure and unfaithfulness on the side of the people, but on His side He was still Jehovah their God, and there was no other. So it was still possible for them to return to Him, and if they did so, they would find He was just what He ever had been. And in principle we all rejoice to know that is as true for us as for them. All that was made known of God at the beginning of our dispensation still remains true, and however far His people have departed from it, it is there to return to, if any one of them is minded to do so. It is a very great comfort, is it not? 

    RemWe have the revelation of the Father by the Son at the beginning. 

    CACAt the beginning the Father was revealed in the Son, and the Holy Spirit was given to those who believed. 

    Redemption was wrought in divine love through the death and blood-shedding of Christ, so that through what He accomplished saints should have a wholly new place before God in Christ. And all that was true then is true now. Christendom has departed from it, but it is there to be returned to by any with the mind to do so. It says, O Israel, return unto Jehovah. Well, that is just as true for us as them. We have moved away, I mean as part of the christian profession, but God has not. If we return to God, we must return to what is in His heart and mind, from which He has never departed. 

    RemHe put the very words in their mouth. He says, Take with you words. He tells them what to do and how to do it. 

    CACIt is because the blessed God is so anxious that we should return to the full blessedness of what He is Himself as revealed in love. We have only to read Romans 5 and 8 to see what saints enjoyed at the beginning, and if we return we shall enjoy it too, not to speak of resurrection with Christ and being seated in the heavenlies in Him  all things that were true at the beginning of the dispensation. The iniquity of the dispensation is that these things have been departed from. 

    QuesWhat is the meaning of, Repentance shall be hid from mine eyes, in chapter 13: 14? 

    CACJust what we have been saying; God intimates that He would ransom and redeem them. It is what He would do, it is all on His side. It is just as true for us. God here delivers with the full power of death in view. So that if we return to God, we return to all these things. 

    QuesThe power of Sheol is the limit, would you say? 

    CACAnd that is actually the state of man. It is not merely the state of being wicked sinners, but we are in death  that is the truth. Jesus said to Martha, Did I not say to thee, that if thou shouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? (John 11: 40), and the glory of God is to overthrow all the power of death. So the position that results is a wholly new one. We are not now patched upon the old, but it is a wholly new condition in Christ. And I suppose we never really return to God till we see that. 

    But He takes pains to put words into our mouths. If there is any desire to return to God, He makes it very simple for us. Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive us graciously  that is the whole matter. 

    RemIt seems to me we come to it that we really prove God to be what we believe Him to be. 

    CACYes. And He makes Himself known in His infinite grace, so that we become offerers. So will we render the calves of our lips, it says; so that Hosea has clearly the thought of spiritual sacrifices. It is not a literal calf here, showing that the Old Testament gives the thought of spiritual sacrifices  sacrifices that can be brought by what we say. 

    God has made it possible for us to bring sacrifices. As being forgiven and in liberty, we are free to bring sacrifices, as it is said, The sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, the fruit of the lips confessing his name (Hebrews 13: 15). The lips are important as giving expression to what is in the heart. 

    RemHe goes back to the land of Egypt in chapter 13: 42. 

    CACYes, I think we have to go back to God as revealed in Christ. There is no true recovery until we come to that. It is not just that I have been bad; recovery is that we are brought to the blessedness of God. He says, Return unto Me. It is not that I have got right exactly, but God has received His right place in my heart and soul. The younger son in Luke 15 said, I perish with hunger, but that was not the main thing, was it?, but that there springs up in his heart a sense of the blessedness to be found in the fathers heart. Bereft of human counsel, he finds God gracious to him. It is like the father falling on the prodigals neck and covering him with kisses. It is marvellous to think of. Well, it is the way God receives all that turn to Him. Then it is that evil things are turned away from. The mind of the man and his heart get strength, and the idolatry is renounced, the soul has finished with all that. 

    RemWhat has displaced God will be displaced. And it will be so in the universe by and by; God will be all in all, supreme. 

    RemGod is more delighted with recovery than anything else. The very fall was allowed to take place that there might be recovery. 

    CACYes, so that the knowledge of His glory might be brought in in such a tender and touching way. We know God by the very extremity of the need we are in. No angel of God can know God as we do. The elder son was outwardly near, but morally very far off. 

    RemSelf-righteousness hinders us more than we think. 

    CACYes, it is the great snare of the human heart. God loves to remove every trace of the former state. I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely. There was no trace of the younger sons defection and departure when he came back into the fathers house. I will love them freely, there is no restraint on the love of God, He is set at liberty to love them freely. Well, if He loves the saints as He loves Christ, that is freely indeed. We do not take it in, but there it is. The world is yet to know that thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me (John 17: 23). Well, that is the character of the love into which we are brought. And is it not the sense of these things that becomes the spring of everything that is good in the saints? So He says, I will be as the dew unto Israel. 

    Ques. What is the dew? 

    CACIt is a refreshing influence from above that causes things to spring up in life, is it not? 

    RemIn Psalm 133 it speaks of the dew descending and of life for evermore. There are wonderful suggestions here of what there is for God  the lily and the smell of Lebanon. 

    CACAnd that is brought about in the saints as coming under the influence of God, and all that God is and Christ is. So it says, He shall blossom as the lily. It strikes me, if we read this prophet and see all he says of the state of this people, we could hardly have a greater contrast than this blossoming as a lily. I suppose the Jew is a byword for selfishness and greed. Well, he is going to blossom as the lily and be in the beauty of Christ. So the apostle Paul was before a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing man, and he comes out in the meekness and gentleness of Christ. It is wonderful what the grace of God can effect, and we see it sometimes; cross-grained people become as meek and gentle as lambs. 

    QuesWhy does it say, Cast forth his roots as Lebanon? 

    CACIt is what grows up here in moral beauty under the eye of God, and I suppose that really requires the roots being cast forth as Lebanon. That is, it suggests a firm grounding in all these precious things we have been speaking of, that the roots of the soul have laid hold of these things; so that the stability of the soul is likened to Lebanon. Lebanon is brought in three times in these verses. It suggests what is excellent, does it not? Moses asks to go over and see that goodly mountain and Lebanon, as if he looked upon Lebanon as the crowning feature of the land. 

    RemWine rejoices the heart of God. 

    CACAll these things are a test of wisdom. He challenges us in the last verse. All these figures are not used at random, they all have their significance. Then his beauty shall be as the olive tree. That shows that saints are linked on with all the promises of God; the olive tree is connected with divine promise; Abraham is the olive tree of promise. So that everything spiritual is developed in the soul as we draw from the olive tree of promise. The olive tree speaks of that, it is what yields the oil. 

    QuesThey shall revive as corn, what does that mean? 

    CACI think it means the saints become sources of strength and stimulation, they actually become that. 

    RemScripture speaks of wine that makes glad mans heart. 

    CACAnd the saints moving in the blessedness of all this become sources of great strength and stimulation; that is why we love the company of the saints, because we find strength in it and stimulation. 

    QuesIt says, Sit under his shadow. To what does that refer? 

    CACThat is very important, for we are in a place where we need to be shaded from the influences that are about. We all know that the corrupt influences of the scene we are passing through tend to influence and exhaust us, and make us spiritually dry, and we need shade, and we find it under His shadow. 

    RemA man shall be ... as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land (Isaiah 32: 2). 

    CACThe thought of shadow is very marked in Scripture, and it applies to a time when influences are against us; we need to be shaded from them. It is in the light of all this that Ephraim commits himself definitely and says, What have I to do any more with idols? He comes into the light of all this, and renounces the idols. There is a time in the history of the soul when we do so. God notices it. It is God who says, I answer him, and I will observe him. It is like a little conversation; that is, if there is any movement to renounce what is idolatrous, He notices it. When we please God we know it. It is no vain boast when he says, I am like a green fir-tree. He is conscious of his freshness as recovered to God. From me is thy fruit found; that is, all that is pleasing to God in the saints has its source in God. So that all vainglory has no place, and there is something better in its place. The whole book of Hosea has to do with a people on earth, so if we do not come out in the verification of these things now, we shall never have the chance. 

    In the previous chapters everything is seen as departed, it is the exposure of their state. Now there is a return. And we are to observe these things, and as observing them and as being wise, we shall understand the ways of divine love with His people. 
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    HOSEA 14 (JND 38)

    Hosea 14

     9. We have to remark that all the dealings of God with Israel were not a question of absolute final pardon or clearing, but governmental. As a figure, their redemption, as a nation, was at the Red Sea, and they were brought to God, then took up first Law, and then were put under the revelation there made to Moses, when Gods goodness passed before him, and were so governed. Only, as a chosen people, in all their affliction He was afflicted, and His gifts and calling are without repentance. No doubt, to deliver them really, as they were sinful ever, and a sinful nation, Christ must die for that nation, and this they will find out at the end, according to Isaiah 53. But the ways of God, meanwhile, were governmental  pardons and chastisements on the way  I add, till grace is fully known and redemption. The mind may put these together, because sin has deserved judgment and final rejection, and God is not known. Only, in the Psalms there is a provision to sustain faith till redemption be fully known to them. 
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    THE ENERGY OF LIFE IN ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES (JT 15)

    Hosea 14:8; Psalm 52:8

    I have been thinking of the word green in these two scriptures. In Hosea it indicates the result of the ministry of that prophet. His ministry brings out in a striking way the love of Jehovah for His people. God had loved them from their childhood, as He says, When Israel was a child, then I loved him. Hosea 11:1. God, as known in Christ, is the same yesterday, today and for ever. He loves us if we turn our backs, as he does while our faces are turned towards Him, and this prophet works out the faithfulness of divine love as it pursues us so as to recover us. 

    The words in the passage read indicate complete recovery. A truly recovered soul is like a green fir tree. That is, he is so possessed of the energy of life that the effect of it is seen in all weathers. The fir retains its greenness in all weathers. It is the change of seasons that brings out the nature of the tree in this respect. Most lose their covering of green, and so it is that the winter tests the tree; and correspondingly with the history of Christians, the adverse blasts of winter test the strength of our spiritual life. From the north cometh the cold; the energy of life within withstands its withering blast. In the presence of adverse circumstances, the truly recovered soul retains his greenness; in the days of adversity as in the days of his prosperity he is marked by the energy of life. 

    And so it occurred to me to call attention to this saying of Ephraims. He says, What have I to do any more with idols? Hosea 14:8. Earlier in the chapter Israel is enjoined to take with them words and turn to the Lord. Say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously so will we render the calves of our lips, Hosea 14:2. These words are becoming in the lips of those whose faces are turned towards Jehovah. As received graciously they would render the calves of their lips; that is, God has His praise from those truly recovered. And then they say, Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses Hosea 14:3  meaning that they will not rely on natural energy in man, something we are all prone to do. But it is only reliance upon the flesh. Horses represent the power of the flesh  their horses are flesh and not spirit. Isaiah 31:3. Anyone riding on a horse is above the level of the ordinary and he knows it. The believer as turned to God renounces the world (the Assyrian) and the flesh. 

    We are now on the highroad to recovery. No spiritual person can have any doubt as to one whose language corresponds with these words, and so on down the chapter as you will observe. I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely. Hosea 14:4. This is Gods word, as Israels words are given earlier. Further, Jehovah says, Mine anger is turned away from him. I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree. Hosea 14:4 - 6. These are what I may call the potentialities of a recovered brother. When I speak of a recovered brother I speak of all of us, and one is inclined to measure up to see if these potentialities have become actualities. 

    You see here how the green is produced: I will be as the dew unto Israel. Hosea 14:5. Then, he shall grow as a lily. The Lord comes into His garden to gather lilies. The Lord Himself condescends to describe the lily: Consider the lilies how they grow. Matthew 6:28. No doubt He had the saints in His mind. The lily was in itself a beautiful feature of divine creation, but how much more beauty marks the believer as adorned by the Holy Spirit! As the dew comes down, the Christian is invigorated and beautified: he grows as the lily. 

    How beautiful in the Lords eye. He says, I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Matthew 6:29. 

    He shall cast forth his roots as Lebanon. Hosea 14:5. No doubt reference is made here to the stability which marks the truly recovered person. We are to be rooted and grounded in love; Ephesians 3: 17. Then it goes on to say further, His branches shall spread, Hosea 14:6 which means, I suppose, his influence. The influence of a Christian, and the means whereby he may protect others, are suggested in his branches. As it says, His branches shall spread; and his beauty shall be as the olive tree. Hosea 14:6. One loves to see in the saints the extension of spiritual influence. The apostle says, By the grace of God I am what I am. 1 Corinthians 15:10. His measure reached very far. Except the Lord Himself, no one has exerted such heavenly influence as Paul. The Lord looks for this extension of spiritual influence in us. It goes on to say, His beauty shall be as the olive tree. Hosea 14:6. Men generally seek to shine in natural beauty, but there is no beauty in this respect; all must be according to Christ, and His beauty is put on us by the Spirit. The olive is universally a type of the Spirit, and it beautifies us according to Gods standard. 

    It says further, his smell as Lebanon. Hosea 14:6. You will note the references are very simple, but the word smell is very suggestive. It is used in Scripture widely, and here the smell is of Lebanon. What marks the root comes out in the odour. Jacob smelled as a field which Jehovah hath blessed, Genesis 27:27, and Paul was a sweet odour of Christ to God; 2 Corinthians 2:15. Then it goes on to say, They shall return and sit under his shadow; they shall revive as corn, and blossom as the vine: the renown thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Hosea 14: 7. Wine is said to gladden the heart of God and man, and hence the reference here to the truly recovered brother; the truly recovered soul spiritually gladdens the saints. Christ was the embodiment of all that is heavenly and spiritually stimulating to create gladness for our hearts, and also for the heart of God. 

    Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? Hosea 14:8. And God heard him and observed him, and then Ephraim says, I am like a green fir tree. Hosea 14:8. I mention that because we all droop so in adversity and misrepresent what is heavenly. The thought with God is that the energy of life is but enhanced by adversity. Take Paul and Silas in the prison; Acts 16: 26. What a scene of spiritual power! Truly the green fir tree was manifested, giving evidence of life in most terrible physical sufferings. Stephen also maintained the green in the greatest adversity; as stoned he knelt down and said, Lay not this sin to their charge. Acts 7:60. 

    Ephraim says. I am like a green fir tree, Hosea 14:8 and then God says, From me is thy fruit found. Hosea 14:8. He says, as it were, There is no lack, I am the Source of all fruit. It is just a question of how much he can bear. From me, He says, is thy fruit. Hosea 14:8. The fruit all comes from God; the point is to maintain perpetual greenness. It is easy to summer with the brethren, but when things go ill, it is then one is tested; as Paul wintered with the saints you would see the evidence of life in him as at any other time. 

    I read in the Psalms just to call attention to the olive tree. It says, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. Psalm 52:8. The house of God tests us as to our spiritual growth. Men shine in the council chambers of this world by wit and learning, but in the house of God these things fail you. Let us learn that lesson once for all. I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. Psalm 52:8. Here is a man who shines in grace and intelligence among the saints. In the house of God all must be of the Spirit  the flesh profits nothing. Paul said, In the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 1 Corinthians 14:19. The greenness of the olive refers to the energy of life in spirited grace and intelligence, which marks those whom God would have to serve Him in His house. The olive tree honours God and man. It refused to abandon this service to become ruler over the trees Judges 9. In this there is a rebuke for all who aspire to prominence among the people of God. The spiritual man retains his divinely given place, and thinks only of God and the edification of the saints in his service. He is a green olive tree in the house of God. 
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    GOSPEL ADDRESS (JT 21)

    Hosea 14

    This prophet expresses the love of Jehovah for His people with greater pains and point than any other prophet; faithfully reminding them of His unwearied care, expressed in a variety of ways, to the end that they should turn to Him, as having deeply revolted. The goodness of God leads to repentance. He has opened a door of repentance, as we read in the New Testament, not only to His ancient people Israel, but to all  to the nations. Indeed, He has commanded repentance. In a way, nothing reminds us more of His goodness than that He should fall back on His creatorial rights over man, and assert them by commanding them to repent. So here we have the appeal, Return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Here is a clear requirement on the part of God, which addresses itself not only to His ancient people, but to all. And what I have specially before me is to point out that, in this call to return, God requires that you should take with you words. Words are the expression of ones thoughts in detail. So that from you, as a repentant sinner, God looks for an expression in detail of your guilt. 

    There is to be an accounting, beloved friends; and in order to impress upon us the detail into which He goes as dealing with men in their guilt, we have the fingers writing upon the wall of the banquet hall of king Belshazzar. It is the fingers of a mans hand; fingers being, among other things, an indication of detail. God enters into all detail connected with every man and woman in the whole race, from Adam onwards. It is a small matter with Him, beloved friends. It may seem to us incomprehensible, but it is a small matter with God to count, not only the members of the race, but all their deeds, good and bad; and, further, to have all put down in writing. 

    God keeps books. One cannot undertake to indicate what the population of the antediluvian world may have been, nor what the population of the subsequent world, nor indeed of our own world, from century to century; but it is a small thing with God to take account of every member of the race; and not only take account of them, as I have said, but of their deeds. So that, as we read in the Revelation, the books were opened. We are not told how many. Who can undertake to say how many? They are divine books, and no one can speak of their dimensions and the number of their pages; but books, we are told, were opened, and the dead were judged according to their works. Think of the billions wrapped up in that one word, dead! The dead were judged according to their works, Revelation 20:12. What about that solemn fact, friend, tonight? 

    It says, further, that another book was opened, which is the book of life  only one book. It is the book of Gods sovereignty. It says, Whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire, Revelation 20:15. How about that, sinner? Have these thoughts ever come home to you? If not, the Lord intends them to come home to your soul tonight. That is one of the designs of this meeting  that the conviction of sin should come home to your conscience. There is no hope otherwise. There is no hope of your ever finding your name in the book of life apart from repentance. But repentance is granted to you. 

    And so the requirement here is to take words; and I appeal to you to turn to God, according to this passage, and take with you words. You may ask, what words? The passage gives them. As the prodigal thought of returning, words came into his mind that would be suitable to his meeting with his outraged father. I have no doubt that he had become well acquainted with the cant and slang of the country into which he had gone. He was acquainted, doubtless, with the words of the theatre, of the card-table, of the saloon, of the drunkards, the words of the profligate; but now his heart turns towards his father, and a new set of words comes into his mind. 

    He leaves behind forever all the cant and slang of the world. He says, I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father. Luke 15:18. How beautiful! How beautiful that the thought of his father should come into his mind. And then the words following; I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. Luke 15:21. That was enough. 

    In Luke 18:13, a publican  a publicly-reputed sinner  turned to God. He smote upon his breast, and said, God be merciful to me a sinner. He spoke as if there were not another. It is not, God be merciful to us. No, friend; repentance is an individual matter. It is the house of David apart, and their wives apart Zechariah 12:12. Repentance is individual, so he says, God be merciful to me a sinner; and the Lord Jesus Christ, commenting upon that mans speech and attitude, says, This Man went down to his house justified rather than the other  the Pharisee. So here he says Say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously; so will we render (unto thee) the calves of our lips. Take away all iniquity. The light of God is now breaking into the soul. The petition is not made with doubt or uncertainty, for God is now becoming apprehended as a Saviour God. 

    Take away all iniquity. Yes, friends, all. Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, Isaiah 1:18. God knows them all. He loves to hear you admit them  confess them, for sins are forgiven as confessed. Known forgiveness is on the ground of confession. God proclaims repentance and remission of sins. But consciously remitted sins are confessed sins. Hence, if you are exercised as to your soul, take with you words; make your confession to God; hide nothing; keep back nothing; have it all out with God; and you shall find the precious sense of forgiveness coming into your soul. 

    It is a never-to-be-forgotten moment when the sense of divine forgiveness enters into the soul. There is forgiveness with Him. It is available to you as you draw near, humbly confessing your guilt. God has taken account of it all, as I said. The Lord Jesus took it all upon Him on the cross. He did not take our sins upon Him simply in a wholesale way; He took them upon Him in detail. He knew the number of the sins He had to bear. He says, They are more than the hairs of my head, Psalm 40:12. Hear His word, sinner: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Matthew 27:46. The Lord of glory was hanging upon Calvarys cross, knowing divinely every sin that was laid upon Him, for He bore the sins of many. And He bore the full weight of divine wrath on account of them, for He says, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Hence you may come to God with these words, Take away all iniquity. He has already dealt with your iniquity, but it has to be taken away from your conscience, and so the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin, 1 John 1:7. 

    And then he says, Receive us graciously. Oh, sinner, if you could but know the gracious reception that awaits you, you would come. Most of us here tonight have been received. Think of the reception of the prodigal! His father, we are told, ran to meet him. We all invite you to come tonight. Yea, a chorus of voices from heaven, I may say, is inviting you to come, for there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth, Luke 15:10. Let us therefore urge you to come, knowing, as we do, what a gracious reception awaits you. Let us urge you to come tonight. It is a well-accepted time. As I speak to you, God is looking into your heart, and would produce there a sense of guilt, and at the same time a sense of grace: for the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, Titus 2:11. God waits to be gracious, and, as you draw near, He receives you graciously. 

    And now they go on to say in this wonderful formula of repentance, Asshur shall not save us. Have you found this out? The Assyrian is alluded to  Asshur. With all his worldly power, could he save one soul? Not one. Take all the power in the world today  political, commercial, social, and all other forms of world power, and combine them, and the combination would fail to save a soul. There is no salvation outside of Christ; He alone can save. 

    Then again, We will not ride upon horses. You see how the humble spirit makes confession of guilt before God. We all know what horse-riding indicates. It is the reliance on the arm of flesh; it is pride of flesh. We know how men and women in large cities are seen stalking about on horses. How noble they seem to be; but how little there is in it! The humble penitent before God abandons all that. 

    Well now, it goes on to say, Neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods. You see what a house-cleaning is involved in this confession; how much has been cast, as I may say, on the dung-heap. And I ask you, believer, here tonight, to look into your affairs and see whether you have reserved any of those features; whether any of those things still remain as part of your equipment. What about the motives of your heart? Neither will we say ... to the work of our hands, 

    Ye are our gods. Has the Lord Jesus His place with you, brother and sister? Has He His undisputed place in your heart and in your circumstances? Have you come to the definite conclusion that in the light of the love of Christ  of His redemption rights over you  you will cast all these worldly things away? 

    Then further, For in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. As you, one by one, in the light of the gospel, give up these things, you may seem to be faced with the possibility of disaster, it may be commercially or socially. So the word immediately follows, In thee the fatherless findeth mercy. You may be assured that God will rescue you from all such predicaments, for the believer has nothing to fear. Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord ... and I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty, 2 Corinthians 6:17,18. You need not fear the result of casting all these things aside. In everything God has become your Father, and you have become His son or daughter. Have you found this out  what it is as a believer of the gospel to come under the wing of the Almighty God? For this is what He says, I will be a Father unto you ... saith the Lord Almighty. Who can do more for you than the Almighty? 

    Then in the next verse, I will heal their back-sliding, I will love them freely. God is speaking now. He loves to listen to your speech, and it would be the joy of my heart if one soul tonight took up this speech, and turned to God with it. And as you finish, you shall hear what He has to say, as it was with the prodigals father. Think of the magnificence of the prodigals reception, and of the after joys, for there was far more with his father than he had ever dreamt of. Jehovah says here, I will heal their backsliding. Your soul, may be, is lacerated, but He says, I will heal your backsliding. What wounds you have received! What reminiscences remain with you  all those awful scenes and places! God says, I will heal all that. And moreover, He says, I will love them freely. He is waiting, indeed, to open up His heart to you. Think of all that He has in His heart for you! I will love them freely. 

    Then it goes on, I will be as the dew unto Israel; he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. We have now come, on the principle of confession  on the principle of faith through the light of the gospel  into the sunshine of Gods love. God loves actively. How attractive it is! Let me endeavour to call attention to the active love of God. The third chapter of John, verse 16, speaks of past love  God so loved ... that he gave. John 3:16. But I wish, while not in the least degree beclouding that, to dwell on the active love of God. I will love them freely. Now He says, I will be as the dew unto Israel, that precious dew that comes down on our souls, inducing freshness, vigour, and life. So that it goes on to say, he shall grow as the lily. 

    I sometimes look at an old lady. She is haggard; there are grey hairs and wrinkles; and I compare her with a young lady in the freshness and vigour of youth and beauty. The old lady is a Christian, and the young one is not. The old lady, as a follower of Jesus, has grown as the lily. I think of the Lord Jesus looking down on that old lady in the vigour of spiritual growth, although wrinkled and grey-headed; and I think of Him looking down on the young woman without a spark of faith, and yet she is full of the energy of physical life and beauty. Which is the more beautiful in the Lords eyes? The old lady. There is no beauty in the young one. The old lady has grown like the lily; she has come on day by day, week by week, month by month and year by year. She has come in for the dew, the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion. She has developed wonderful beauty for the eyes of Christ; she has grown as the lily. 

    Let not young people rest in the mere freshness and beauty of youth; it is vain. God sees not as man sees. What the Lord is looking for is the lilies. He has gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies, Song of Songs 6:2. Who are they? Those who have grown up from repentance; who have grown up in the light of the gospel and the knowledge of the love of God; who have been loved freely for years. God has loved them freely. They are the lilies of Christ. They have grown as such, as He says, Consider the lilies, how they grow. Luke 12:27. He considers us. 

    And then it says, he shall cast forth his roots as Lebanon. He is not to be carried away by every wind of doctrine. It is most humbling to see how Christians are carried hither and thither by this wind and that wind. The secret of this is that there are no roots. Where are your roots, friend? Rooted, we are told, and grounded in love, Ephesians 3:17. The roots go deep into love. You are no longer carried about by every wind of doctrine. Christendom is full of it  adverse currents; that cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, Ephesians 4:14. Christendom is full of lies, all designed to carry away the unstable. Hence we are enjoined to be no longer babes, but to be full-grown; to be rooted and grounded in love. 

    Well, it goes on, His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree. We have the lily that is so beautiful to the eye, but the beauty of the olive goes beyond that. It suggests what is more developed, what is more mature; it honours God and man. So, as the believer develops in the light, he develops another feature of beauty  His beauty shall be as the olive. 

    Further. And his smell as Lebanon. And again, in verse 7, The scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. You see the idea of smell. When Jacob came to Isaac for his blessing, Isaac says, The smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed, Genesis 27:27. What a smell that is! What potentiality there is in a field which the Lord has blessed! What crops He will have! So I look at the young brother and the young sister as thus beautified, as I have been saying; and now there is the sense of the presence and fruitfulness of the Holy Spirit. In the society of this world the atmosphere is stifling to the Christian; you cannot live in it. Whereas the believer brings in an atmosphere of purity and health  his smell is as Lebanon. Think of the odour of the wonderful trees of Lebanon; how exhilarating; how health giving and refreshing! All is found spiritually among the people of God as marked by what I have been saying. You can expand your lungs among the people of God; whereas the atmosphere of the world is death  Her guests are in the depths of hell, Proverbs 9:18. 

    But I do not proceed further. I hope you have all followed. The passage is replete with details of the believers blessing, leading on to that remarkable statement at the end, that we have already dwelt upon at these meetings. Ephraim says, What have I to do any more with idols? What a wonderful time in ones history! And then God says (as I understand), I have observed him. And Ephraim says, I am like a green fir tree. And God answers, From me is thy fruit found. 

    Turn to the Lord, and take with you words.  Amen. 

    Pages 139 - 301  The Administration of Divine Bounty. Christchurch and Nelson, N.Z., 1925 (Volume 69). 
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    DIVINE PLEASURE IN EXPRESSION (WJH 11)

    Genesis 22: 11 - 18; Hosea 14: 1 - 7; John 20: 14 - 18

    It must be evident to anyone who is at all observant, that God finds pleasure in the expression of things, an expression which conveys something that is according to His mind, otherwise there is no answer to the wonderful fact that He has moved, from what we might call  for want of a better word  an uncreated sphere where He dwells in light unapproachable. That is a wonderful thing. 

    There was a moment when creation came into existence. The heavens are as much part of creation as the earth  all of them  scripture speaks of three, and then speaks of all the heavens, not revealing how many there are, but the heavens were created and the earth was created, God, as the Creator, choosing to bring into existence a creation. What for? We could not attempt, of course, to answer that fully; no one knows fully; but it is quite evident that God found His pleasure in it. That is an answer that we can give; the elders give it, and the elders know. 

    It was said to one of the elders, Sir, thou knowest, and the elders say, for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created, Revelation 4: 11  all the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all that in them is, Acts 4: 24, as said the saints of the early church. For thy pleasure they are and were created, God finding His pleasure in having in His creation something that would express what He was, some feature of Himself. His pleasure evidently is to express Himself. 

    So God created the heavens. Of what do the heavens speak? They speak of height; the heavens for height, it says. In what He created God would indicate the thought of elevation. As far as our minds are concerned the height of the heavens is infinite; we cannot compass the height of the heavens. It says, The heavens for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable, Proverbs 25: 3. Then God made two great lights. God found His pleasure to express in vessels of light that feature of Himself, so that when we look at the sun or the moon or the stars God would convey to us an impression that He is light. Light is a characteristic of God. God is light, and in him is no darkness at all 1 John 1: 5. I believe that works out in everything He made. You find in scripture an immense variety of things used to tell us about God, and if we had eyes to see, everything that He has created would speak of God. 

    God uses the lion; He made the lion to speak of Himself, to convey to us this characteristic of God that He never turns back. The lion does not know anything about turning back. That is a reflection of God; God expresses in the lion that characteristic of Himself that He never turns back. 

    He made behemoth. Behold now behemoth, He says to Job (Job 40: 15). The only thought we have of behemoth is a hippopotamus; God made behemoth, to express in a creature some little conception of His own strength, the strength that is in the creature speaking of the strength of God, the Almighty God. 

    God made the ant. Go to the ant, He says (Proverbs 6: 6). What do you learn about God in the ant? Wisdom and resourcefulness. God made it, though so small, to express His wisdom. 

    He made the rivers and the fountains of waters, to convey to us that He is the fountain of living waters. Lately one has been enjoying this humbling feature that there is not a man on earth that can make one drop of water. Think of the ocean, the rivers, 

    the springs that run out of the hills, think of the rain  all the men on earth combined could not make one drop of water. God is telling us, you see, that He is the source of living refreshment; He conveys it to us in the fountains, springs, rivers, the rain, the dew, and so on, in all creation. 

    The Lord Himself said, Consider the lilies. God made the lily. Nobody else could make a lily; The Lord says, Consider the lilies. We learn in them how God loves to have everything beautiful; He loves to see things clothed beautifully. Why did He make the lily if it were not so? And that idea runs through. I believe a good deal is only for the eye of God, because in tropical seas, if you could go down to the bottom of the ocean, there is beauty there. What is it for? All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord, Psalm 145: 10; every one of them speaks of God. Many things have been corrupted by sin, but they were made to speak about God. 

    But one does not want to deal with creation merely, but that we might see how God desires to have things expressed, not simply that we have them in the mind, abstractly, as alas is so with many of us; but God wants them expressed. I do not think He would have created the universe if He did not want things expressed. 

    So God said, Let us make man in our image; He would have a living man on earth to represent Him, so that as the lower creation saw Adam they recognised something of God. He would have representation on earth, and God made man with that in view. To represent Him in quite a different way from behemoth or the lily; and so you find that running right through scripture. God said, Let them make me a sanctuary; a structure that would express what was in His mind, and He took Moses up to the mount to show him the pattern of the things in the heavens, so that he could build on earth what would express Gods mind. 

    How perfectly it all came out in Christ! God brought in that supremely wondrous vessel  a body hast thou prepared me  for the expression of all that He is. There is nothing partial in Christ. We see a ray, a glimpse of the Creator in the ant, a feature in the lily, one or two characteristics in the sun, but when you come to Jesus, all that God is and that He desires to express, He has expressed in its fulness in that blessed Man. If it is beauty, it is seen there, and you cannot name a single feature in the universe of God but you can find it perfectly in Christ, not one. Start from the bottom of the ocean and go up far above all heavens, you will not be able to locate a single feature, characteristic of God, but what you will find it set forth perfectly in Christ. 

    Then you have a city whose builder and maker is God, Hebrews 11: 10. God builds a city, so that His glory might shine out in it. John says that he saw the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God, Revelation 21: 10, 11. Her shining expresses the glory of God. Out from that vessel, shine the rays of the divine glory, as in none other except Christ. Then, believers, you and I, are vessels  vessels of mercy, says the apostle, which he had before prepared for glory, Romans 9: 23, and our bodies temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6: 19). God looks upon each of His own as a vessel in which He would express livingly what is of Himself. What a wondrous dignity! 

    Now, it was just that that I wanted to touch upon in these scriptures, to encourage our hearts to make room for the expression of things, not merely to have them as thoughts or desires. I think you will see from what I have said, that God finds great pleasure in things being expressed. So that Abraham has to do with God who knows the thoughts and intents of the heart, who can divide between a thought and an intent. I do not know that you and I can do that often, if at all, but God can look into every mans heart and dissect a thought from an intent. God says to Abraham, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

    Why should God say that, seeing He looks into Abrahams heart and knows what he thinks? God wants things expressed, not merely thought; He wants to see the thing. I do not understand why He created anything if it is not for that. It would appear that God finds pleasure in seeing the thing expressed. So Abraham takes Isaac and binds him on the altar, and takes the knife to slay his son, and after that you get what is seldom done  God speaking from heaven and repeating a mans name. God said, Abraham, Abraham! That is not often done. It indicates always that the one who is named twice comes particularly under the notice of the Lord. It is the evidence of peculiar interest in the person that is named. God says, Abraham, Abraham! and then He says, Because thou hast done this, not thought it, not held it in the mind abstractly, but because thou hast done this, and hast not withheld thy son, 

    thine only son, I will richly bless thee, and greatly multiply thy seed, as the stars of heaven, and as the sand that is on the seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves. But it was because thou hast done this. 

    You will find when men do things that please God He always has something to say that indicates how delightful it is to His own heart; for Abraham had portrayed in a living way just exactly the attitude and the blessed work of God, what God would do in Christ. He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all had been portrayed in life for the pleasure of God  and God said, because thou hast done this. God wants things done, He does not want them thought merely, and He finds peculiar pleasure in seeing them done, particularly on the line of sacrifice. The apostle Paul indicates that to the Corinthians. He had been boasting about them, how willing they were to sacrifice and that they were ready a year ago, but then he tells them that he thought it necessary to send two of his companions so that they should not only be willing but that they should do it. That is what God wants; He wants it done. 

    We all believe in sacrifice abstractly; I mean, the thought of sacrifice is no strange thought to us. We read of it and think of it and remember it; it is a theme that is constantly before us, and I am thankful to say that one observes in the hearts of the brethren more than ever that they are willing, but the Lord wants it done. So the Apostle says, Now then, do it, not think it, not be willing only, but do it. And God will have something to say peculiarly to those who do it. I am sure it is the time for sacrifice at the end. It was so at the beginning. 

    It says of Barnabas amongst others that he having land, sold it. He not only thinks it, not only was he willing, but it says he sold it and laid the proceeds at the Apostles feet, and they gave him a name son of consolation; the thing was done. One would encourage us, dear brethren, to do the things, and God will give His approval in a peculiar way. If there is a brother or sister anywhere to whom God can say, as it were, Abraham, Abraham! as seeing he or she is doing it, we will all get the gain of it. All the nations of the earth will get the gain of Abrahams act. In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, and so, every true element of sacrifice  the act, not the word or thought will bring great gain amongst the saints everywhere. 

    Now I wanted just to add a word or two in connection with the other two passages. The Spirit of God, through Hosea, says to the people, as conscious of their departure, Take with you words, and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive us graciously; so will we render the calves of our lips. Why should we say that? God can see what is in our hearts. God wants to hear it; you may say you think it, well, but God wants to hear it. It says, Take with you words  not thoughts  and turn to Jehovah; say unto him, Forgive all iniquity, and receive us graciously. I believe a great many difficulties in local meetings would clear up if we would say things. We are often quite content to think them, but Gods blessing comes in when the things are said, whether it be to God or to one another. I cannot exactly tell you why God wants it said. I know amongst one another there is a great deal of difference between thinking a thing and saying it, and if an acknowledgment of wrong doing is due on the part of any, the word from God is, Take with you words and say it, and God will come in. What a lot He has to say after that! What He would be to Israel when they had said it, when they had rendered this acknowledgment! He says, I will be as the dew unto Israel . He would come in and bless them and give them the features of the cedar and the vine and the influence of the dew in their hearts. So, as enjoying the forgiveness and being received graciously, what follows is, so will we render the calves of our lips. That is a remarkable expression. God wants the calves of our lips. The idea, of course, is sacrifice, and indeed the Apostle makes it clear. He says, By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, the fruit of the lips confessing his name, Hebrews 13: 15. 

    Now, there would not be any difficulty in hiving off if that were recognised. One hears of meetings with one hundred, one hundred and fifty, and even two hundred, and they say we have not the power for two meetings. Why? Because there are those to whom this has never appealed. That is why. God wants the calves of our lips. You say, I praise in my heart, but He wants the sacrifice of praise as the fruit of our lips. One would appeal affectionately to brothers who are silent, that God wants what is in your heart expressed. The thing is not complete without it. One longs that this should come into your heart, that God finds great pleasure in the calves of the lips being sacrificed to Him. Now, 

    if there are forty, or thirty, or twenty brothers and every one of them brings this sacrifice we would not speak about not having power. Here are forty brothers in a place, every one of them coming on the Lords Day morning prepared in their hearts to present the calves of their lips. There is the prayer meeting, and forty are present, every one lifting up holy hands in prayer to God. What delight to God! That is what He wants. He does not want it simply to be abstract; He delights in having it expressed. It is clear from the universe that He loves the expression of His own work. And so, in the assembly He wants every brother to bring the calves of his lips, the sacrifice of praise, the fruit of our lips. The Apostle does not say the fruit of our minds or our thoughts, but the fruit of our lips. It would not be long before a meeting of one hundred and fifty would divide into two, or probably three, if all the brothers saw this and made room for it in their hearts and brought their tribute, the sacrifice of praise, the fruit of their lips confessing His name; and God will have something to say. I am assured He would bless us as He did Abraham and as He did in Hosea. He would make the dew to come down and make the vine to flourish and the cedar of Lebanon. 

    Now, I just wanted to confirm that from one or two other passages, particularly the one I read in John. There is Mary standing at the sepulchre weeping, with wondrous holy thoughts of Christ and deep affections for His blessed Person going through her heart. What He was to her! She is weeping, and the Lord is there, but not recognised for the moment by Mary. You say He could look into her heart. So He could; as it says in Luke 9, perceiving the thought of their heart; every thought is perceived. Well, you say, is not that enough? No, it is not enough for God; it is not enough for the Lord. He knows exactly what Mary is thinking as she stands weeping, but He says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? whom seekest thou? You say, He knows what she wants and why she is weeping. Yes! but He wants to hear it. It is manifest He wants the calves of her lips, He wants what is in her heart expressed. She says, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. The Lord wanted to hear that, and He drew it out of her. Nothing would gratify His heart so much as hearing it, and when He hears it, He says, Mary. She, like Abraham, comes under the personal recognition of Christ; the fruit of her lips has been offered. You say, It was not very intelligent. That is not the point. The Lord drew that statement out of her heart; He wanted to hear it, and when He heard it He recognised her and conveyed to her heart that she was personally known to Him  Mary. 

    And then He conveys to her the light of those heavenly and eternal relationships which He has secured for His brethren; He gives it to her. If He finds expressed from us, not only in heart but with our lips, what ministers to His heart, then He is free to speak to us. That is what the Supper is for. You come in and sit down in the presence of the emblems. The Lord would use them to draw out of our hearts the expression of what is there so that He can hear it, not only that it should be there, but for Him to hear. Surely we desire to minister to Him. I believe, if the brothers particularly would wake up to these wonderful privileges the Lord would have something very wonderful to say to us all. Do not wait until our contributions are marked by profound intelligence; let them be expressed; bring the calves of our lips, the sacrifice of praise continually. 

    You see it in many other scriptures. Think of the occasion when the Lord had His own around Him, looking again into every heart, and He says to them, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? not, who do they think? but, who do they say? And then He says, But ye, who do ye say that I am? Peter says, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. He said it; he not only thought it, but he said it. That is why the Lord asked. That He might hear expressed what was in their hearts, and He says, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. And I also, I say unto thee ... . See how He personally addresses Peter, having heard what Peter had to say. He said, I say unto thee that thou art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades gates shall not prevail against it. What a lot He has to say when Peter, on behalf of them all, expresses what is in his heart as to Christ. 

    You have this confirmed in a most touching way in Luke 24. There are the two going to Emmaus, and the Lord draws near and says, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as, ye walk, and are sad? And they say, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which